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(THIRD SESSION OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH PARLIAMENT.) 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


INDEX 


VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS 


PAPERS LAID UPON THE TABLE 


(INCLUDING PAPERS PRESENTED TO BOTIL IOUSES AND BOUND IN THE 
JOINT VOLUMES) 


DURING THE. SESSION 
OF 


19253. 


(Opened 7th August, 1923, prorogued 22nd December, 1923). 


NOTE. 
For Papers and Petitions laid upon the Table of both Houses, and Sessional Returns, see 


under “ Papers,” page xxvi. 
For Proceedings under “ Bills,” see under “ Bills,” page iii, - 


REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL, I—26TH PARLIAMENT—THIRD SESSION. 


A 


ADAMINABY (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 


ADDRESSES :— 
Ix Repiy to Tur Governor's OPENING SPEECIL :— 
Motion made (M1. Jaques) for adoption, and Debate adjourned, 11; amendment (Mr. Lang) to 
insert new paragraph, and debate adjourned, 15; Debate resumed, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 
30, 32, 34, 35; amendment negatived, 36; address agreed to, 37; presented to the 
Governor and Reply reported, 39. 
Dratu or Hig ExceLuency Sir W. KE, Davipsoy, K.C.M.G., GOVERNOR :— 
Motion made (Sir George Fuller) for adoption of, for condolence with Dame Margaret 
Davidson, 61; Reply reported, 73. 
REVOCATION OF THE DEDICATION OF STATE LORESTS :— 
Messages from Governor recommending, 44 (8), Motion made (Vr, Wearne), That House agrees 
to, 59, 84, 84-5. 


+ 16899-—A 


REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL. I—26TH PARLIAMENT—THIRD SESSION, 


A 


ADJOURNMENT (See also ‘‘SPEAKER” ; also ‘‘ NO QUORUM”) :-— 
OF DEBATE :— 


Member speaking allowed adjournment, and to conclude his speech on next sitting day, 24, 99. 
Motion made for, and passed (fo take precedence), 11, 15, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 55 
82, 92, 99, 100, 104, 110, 134, 140, 165, 180, 193, 220. 


Or THE House :— 

Motion made for, and passed, 1, 11, 15, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 37-8, 42, 50, 59, 65, 
72, 82, 93, 101, 129,134, 140, 142,-144,-147, 159, 162; 181, 220. 

Motion made for, and House counted out, 52, 90. 

Motion made for and by leave withdrawn, 92. 

Motion made for special, and passed, 138, 144, 159, 166, 175, 210, 220. 

Motion made for, to a later hour, as a mark of respect on the death of a member of the 
Hansard Staff, 35. 

Motion made for, toa later hour, to mark sympathy of House, Bellbird Colliery Disaster, 
Céssnock, 39. 

Motion made for, asa tribute to the memory of His Excellency Sir W. E. Davidson, 
K.C.M.G., 61. 

Or tHE HOUSE, UNDER THE 49TIL STANDING ORDER :— 

Ruling by Mr. Speaker respecting Notices drawn from Box after 6.30 o'clock, on Government 
Business taking precedence at that hour, when the whole sitting before that hour had been 
occupied by Questions, 126, 179. 

Negatived :— 


The sentence passed by Magistrate Le Brun Brown, on Tuesday, 4th September, 1923, upon 
Messrs. Denford and Foley for speaking in Bathurst-street, Sydney (Mr. Stuart- 
Robertson), 48-9. 

The defective lamps at Scarborough Mine (Mr. William Davies), 51. 

Failure of the Government to carry out dredging work in the*Hunter River, thereby causing 
serious inconvenience to large numbers of primary producers (Mv. O’ Hearn), 53, 

The recent killing of Percy Carratt, 5 years of age, by Puddifoot, sexual pervert (M7. 
Bagnall), 64 

The refusal of the Minister of Justice to take the necessary steps for an inquiry under Section 
475 of the Crimes Act of 1900 as to the guilt or otherwise of one Ernest Grant, recently 
convicted of conspiracy to defraud the Railway Commissioners, in view of the subsequent 
confession on oath of one Charles Frederick Clark, exculpating the said Ernest Grant, 
and inculpating another employee in the service of the Railway Commissioners. (M/r. 
Loxton) 74. 

_ The necessity for an immediate investigation by the Government into the methods employed 
by Tenderers for Public Contracts in relation to their Tenders, (Mr. McTvernan), 78. 
The closing down of the West Wallsend Colliery, thereby throwing out of employment 450 

employees (U7. Baddeley), 82. 

The recent proceedings under the Poisons Act in connection with the sale of drugs (Mr. 
McTiernan), 84. 

The expressed intention of the Government to appoint a Commission from outside Australia 
to exhaustively inquire into the railways of New South Wales (Mr. Davidson), 89. 

The failure of the Railway Department to pay the Basic Wage increases from date of 

publication (Mr. Stuart-Robertson), 98. 

Urgent necessity for financial assistance for necessitous farmers—Point of order—That matter 
had been dealt with on the Estimates, and was not one of urgency and regent occurrence—. 
overruled by Mr. Speaker (Mfr. O’ Hearn), 185-6. 


Ruled out of order :— 


The sentences inflicted on persons addressing meetings in Macquarie-street and Bathurst- 
street, Sydney (M7. Stwart-Robertson), 45. 


The failure of the Government to adopt a progressive policy for the purpose of alleviating the 
distress that is prevalent due to the vast number of unemployed in the State (Mr. 
Murphy), 58. 


ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE :— 


ADMINISTRATION OF EsTaTr oF THE LATE THOMAS STEELE GREHAN, QUIRINDI :— 
Motion made (Mr. Dooley) for Select Committee to inquire into, agreed to, 92; leave given 
to sit during the sitting of the House, 213; Report, 220. 
Cask oF THE KING versus W. J. Boston AND OTHERS :— 
The Acting Clerk summoned to produce writ, leave given, 64. 
Case or WruttAmM Morris, or Forest Longe :— 

Motion made (Mr. Stuart-Robertson) for Select Committee to inquire into, arising out of action 
Morris v. Terkin for compensation under, and debate interrupted by Government Business 
taking precedence at 6°30 o’clock, 104. moe 

ERNEST GRANT—CONSPIRACY TO DEFRAUD THE RATLWAY COMMISSIONERS :— 

Motion made (Mfr. Loxton) for adjournment of the House under the 49th Standing Order to 
discuss the refusal of the Minister of Justice to hold an inquiry respecting conviction of, 
and negatived, 74. 

Kintine oF Percy Carratr By Pupprroot (ARNCLIFFE MURDER CASE) :— 
Motion made (Mr. Bagnall) for adjournment of the House under the 49th Standing Order, 
to discuss, and negatived, 64-5. ' 
SENTENCE PASSED BY Macitstrate Le Brun Brown upon MEssrs. DENFORD AND FOLEY :— 

Motion made (Mr. Stuart-Robertson) for adjournment of the House under the 49th Standing 

Order, to discuss the, for speaking in Bathurst-street, Sydney ; negatived, 48-9. 
SENTENCES INFLICTED ON PERSONS FOR ADDRESSING MEETINGS IN BATHURST AND MACQUARIE 

STREETS :— 

Motion made (Mr. Stwart-Robertson) for adjournment of the House under the 49th Standing 
Order, to discuss, and ruled out of order, 44. 


INDEX. iii 


AGRICULTURE :— 
ADDITIONAL LABORATORY ACCOMMODATION, HAWKESBURY AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE :— 
Motion made (M7. Ball) that work be carried out, 179. 
UrGent FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FoR NECESSITOUS FARMERS :— 
Motion made (Mr. O’ Hearn) for adjournment of the House under the 49th Standing Order to 
discuss the question of, and negatived, 185-6. 


ANZAC PARADE (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”). 


ARNCLIFFE MURDER CASE (See ‘*‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). 
ASHFORD (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


ASSEMBLY :— 
Sessional Orders passed, 41 (°). 
Sessional Order, (Business Days), passed, 41. 


Do (Precedence of Business), passed, 4], 
Do (Precedence of Business on Tuesdays), 93. 
Do (Additional Sitting Day, Friday), 138. 


Sittings after Mid-day, 186, 205. 

Sittings after Midnight, 34, 36, 86, 90, 98, 117, 122, 136, 138, 141, 143, 146, 151, 158, 163, 165, 
172, 175, 186, 200, 220. 

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT :— 

Clerk reads Proclamation, 1. | 

Usher of the Black Rod delivers Message from Governor, 1. 

Governor’s Opening Speech, 8-11; Address in Reply (Mr. Jaques), Debate adjourned, 11 ; 
amendment (J/7r. Lang) to insert new paragraph, 15, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 35; 
amendment negatived, 36; Address agreed to, 37 ; presented to Governor and reply 
reported, 39. 


ASSENT TO BILLS (See ‘‘ BILLS”). 


B 


BALLINA-STREET, LISMORE (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PUBLIC WORKS”). 

BANKSTOWN (See ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 

BARRINGUN (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


BASIC WAG (See also ‘*‘ RAILWAYS”’) :— 
COMPUTATION :— 
Motion made (Mr. Siuart- Robertson) respecting basis, and debate adjourned, 92 ; Debate resumed 
and adjourned, 110. 


BELLBIRD COLLIERY, CESSNOCK (See “ MINING”). 
BENALBO (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


BILLS (See also ‘‘ DIVISIONS”; also ‘STANDING ORDERS ”) :— 
- Pro forma, 8. 

Amendment, to refer to Select Committee, withdrawn, 69. 

Amendment, to Order of Leave, negatived, 46. 

Amendment to refer to Joint Committee, agreed to, 195. 

Amendment to recommit, on 3° negatived, 89, 96, 168, 198, 200. 

Amendment to recommit, on adoption of report, withdrawn, 104, 

Amendment to recommit, on adoption of report, negatived, 108. 

Amendment to recommit, on adoption of Report on Council’s amendments, agreed to, 158. 

Couacil’s amendments ordered to be taken into consideration at a later hour of the Day, 121,151, 
204, 

Leave given to proceed with under 295th Standing Order, 45 (°), 90. 

Discharged and withdrawn, 107, 134. 

Passed through all stages by consent, 152-3, 187-190 (?”). 

3° set down for later hour of day, 204. 

Message from Council requesting that Bill be proceeded with under 296th Standing Order 
14(2), 15, 58: 

Standing Orders susp2nded, asa matter of urgency, to bring inand pass Bills through all stages 
in one day, 195, 215(*). 

Standing Orders suspended to pass Supply Bill through all its stages in cne day, 75, 117. 

Standing Orders suspended, as a matter of urgency, to pass Bill as far as 2° in one day, 195, 

Title amended in Committee, to embrace new provisions, 104. 

Title amended in Committee, 187. 

PROCEEDINGS ON :— 
Anzac Memoria (BurLpinc) Bini :— 

Motion made (Mr. Bruntnel) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, 131; read 2°, and 
committed, reported with amendments, Report adopted, 158 ; read 3°, and sent to Council, 
162; returned with an amendment, 172; House in Committce, Council’s amexdmeit agreed 
to, 174; assent reported, 191. 

APPROPRIATION Brn :-- 

Ordered (Sir Arthu~ Cocks) founded on Resolutions of Ways and Means (Nos 2,4, 5). Bill 
presented and read 1°, read 2°, committed, reported without amen? ment, Report adopted, 
read 3°, aud sent to Council, 152-3; returned without amendment. 1¢4; assent 
reported, 168 

ARMIDALE WATER Supphy BiLti:— 
Assent to (Second Sess’on, 1922), reported, 3. 
AUCTIONEERS LICENSING (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 
Message from Governor, 82. 


INDEX, 
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BILLS continued) :— 


PROCEEDINGS ON (continued) ;~ 


Bank or New Soutn Waters Biri i— 

Received from Legislative Council, together with report from Select Committee, and (on 
motion of Mr. Cromarty) read 1°, 15; read %°, committed, reported without amend- 
ment, Report adopted, 51-2; read 3°, and returned to Counzil, 71; assent reported, 88, 

BANKSTOWN Resumption Rescisston BILL :— 

Message from Governor, 40; Motion made (Mr. J. C. L, Fitzpatrick) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 55. 

Brrps AND ANIMALS Proracrron (AMENDMENT) Bini :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 4. 

BrsHor Tyrrevtt Trust Act (AM&NDMENT) BILL :— 

Received from Legislative Council together with report from Select Committee and (on motion 
of Mr. Cromarty) read 1°, 120 ; Order of the Day postponed, 135, 137, 171; read 2° and 
committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, read 3° and returned to Council, 
209. 

BLaAcKkLEATIR WATER SUPPLY :— ; 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 185; Motion made (Mr. Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 190; returned without amendment, 202. 

Boorasit ComMiss1on (AMENDMENT) BILt :— 

Message from Council requesting that Bill be procecded with under the 296th, Standing Order, 15. 

Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 107. 
BoTany-RoAD Trust Coystrrution BrLu :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, &. 

Branps (See ‘‘ REGISTRATION OF STOCK BRANDS (AMENDMENT) Brin”). 


BreaDd Biny :-— 


Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 74. 
Bread (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 113 ; Motion made (Mr. Oakes) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 114-15; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, 123 ; read 3° and sent to Council, 126-7, returned without amendment, 153, assent 
reported 161. 

3YRON Bay JETTY :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 185; Motion made (M7. Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 190; returned without amendment, 201. 

CABRAMATTA PARK BILL :— 
Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 4. 
CamuRRA TO BoGGaBILLA RAILWAY :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 184; Motion made (Mr. Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 187; returned without amendment, 201, 

Craitp WELFARE BILL :— 

Message from Governor, 31 ; Motion made (Wr. Bruntncil) for leave to bring in, Bill presented 
and real 1°, 93 ; read, 2°, committed, 96 ; House in Committee, 106, 108, Point of Order— 
reported from Committec,—That the Chairman was in error in ruling that a proposed new 
clause was beyond the scope of the Bill, and was not covered or contemplated by the 
Message, and would impose an additional burden on the Crown, —Overruled by Mr. Speaker 
Committee resumed, reported with amendments, motion made for adoption of report and 
amendment (Mr. Mutch) to recommit, negatived, Report adopted 108; read 3° and 
sent to Council, 114; returned with amendments, 150 ; Council’s amendments agreed to 158 ; 
assent reported, 167. 

CrurcH oF ExauaAnn Trost Property AMENDMENT BILL :— 

Received from Legislative Council and on motion of (Mr. Ley) read 1°, 120; read 2° and 
committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 166; read 3° and returned to 
Council, 169 ; assent reported, 178. 

Crurcu of ENGLAND Trust PRoppRtTy (AMENDMENT) Briiu (No. 2) :— 

Motion made (dfr, Ley) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, 111; read 2° and 
committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 166; read 3°, and sent to 
Council, 169; returned without amendment, 178; assent reported, 192. 

CLOSER SETTLEMENT PURCHASES VALIDATION BILL :— 

Received from, Legislative Council, and read 1°, 58, read 2°, committed, reported without 

amendment, Report adopted, 69, read 3° and returned to Council, 78: assent reported, 87. 
ComMITYEES (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY Spnect Commrrrers ENABLING Btu ”). 
CoMMUNITY SETTLEMENT (See ‘§ Co-OPERATION, CoMMUNITY SETTLEMENT, AND CREDIT BILL”). 
CONVEYANCING (AMENDMENT) BLL :— 

Received from Legislative Council, and read 1°, 58; read 2°, committed, reported without 
amendment, Report adopted, 85-6 ; motion made for, 3°, and amendment (Mr. Murphy) to 
recommit negatived, read 3° and returned to Council, 89-90; assent reported, 120. 

Co. OPERATION, COMMUNITY SETTLEMENT, AND CrepiIT Bint :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 103; Motion made (Mr. Bavin) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 107 ; motion made for 2° and Debate adjourned, 165; read 2°, and 
committed, 172; House in Committee, reported with amendments, Report adopted, 175 ; 
read 3° and sent to Council, 179; returned with amendments, 202; Council’s amendments 
amended and agreed to, 214. Message from council agreeing, 217. 

Country Towns Warer AND SEWERAGE (Repuctioy or Deprs) Bint :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 3. 

CREMATION (See ‘‘ Necropouis (AMENDMENT) BILL”), 
Crimes (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 

Message from Governor, 44; Movion made (J/1. Lavin) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and 

read 1°, 54; Motion made for 2° and debate adjourned, 110. 
Crown Lanps AMENDMENT (DisposaL) BILL :— 

Message from Governor, 44; Motion made (.)/r. Wearne) for leave to bring in, Bill presented 
and read 1°, 46; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 65; 
read 3°, and sent to Council, 68; returned without amendment, 78; assent reported, 82, 


INDEX, v 
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BILLS (continued) :— 
PROCEEDINGS ON (continued ) i 
Crown Lanps Purcitass VALIDATION BiLt i— 
Received from Legislative Council, and read 1°, 58; read 2°, committed, reported without 
amendment, Report adopted, 69, read 5° and returned to Council, 79; assent reported, 88, 


Crown Purcuasrs Vesting Biri :— 

Received from Legislative Council, and read 1°, 57; Motion made (Mr. Wearne) for 2°, and 
amendment (Ur. Murphy) to refer to Select Committee, amendment withdrawn, read 2°, 
committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 64; read 38° and returned ty 
Council, 78 ; assent reported, 88. 

Curr Curr Tro Fresowater Tramway Brinn :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 212; Standing Orders suspended as a matter of urgency, 
Motion made (Mr. Bull) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, read 2° and 
committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, read 3° end sent to Council, 
215-216 ; returned without amendment, 220. . 

Dancurous Drucs BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 109 ; Motion made (Mr. Bavin, cn Lehalf of Afr, Oakes), 

for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, 153. 
Davip Morris Revestrye BILL :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 4. 

Druvas (See ‘ DasGERous Drucs Brun ”’). 
DrumMoyye To Five Dock Tramway BIL: 

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor, 212; Standing Orders suspended as a matter of urgency, 
motion made (M7. Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, read 2° and 
committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 215 ; 
returned without amendment, 217, 

Dusso Gas axd Exvecrricity FRANCHISE BILL :— 

Motion made (Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, 110; 
read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 113, read 3° and sent 
to Council, 121 ; returned without amendment, 136; assent reported, 141. 

Earny Crosrna (AMENDMENT) BiLt :— 

Motion made (1/7, Stuart-Robertson) for leave to bring in, negatived, 42. 
(NCROACUMENT OF BuILDINGs BILL :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 2 
Facrors (MERCANTILE AGENTS) BILL: 

Message from Council requesting that Bill be proceeded with under 296th Standing Order, 
14; read, 2°, committed, reported with amendments, Report adopted, 46 ; read on and 
returned to Council, 49; "Message from Council agreeing to Assembly’s amendments, 54 ; 
assent reported, 67. 

Fatr Reyts (See ‘TENANTS RELIEF AND PROTECTION BILL”’). 
Frverat (See ‘‘SeEAT OF GOVERNMENT SURRENDER (AMENDMENT) BILL”). 
Forest VALE (SHARE FARMERS) ENsBLING BriLi :— 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 92. 
FRIENDLY SocreTiEs (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 
Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 
Grorce’s River Bripcr Brun :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 113 ; Motion made (M/7. Bal/) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 121; read 9° and committed, reported with amendments, Report 
adopted, 158; read 3° ana sent to Council, 162 ; vebatned without amendment, 165; assent 
reported, 174. 

Goops (See ‘*SALe or Goops Bin’), 
GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 173 ; Motion made (Mr. Ba/} for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 192; read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, Motion made for 3° and amendment (Mr. Gosling) to recommit negatived, read 3° 
and sent to Council, 199-200 ; returned without amendment, 207. 

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS (SupeLy or Evecrricrry) Brun ;— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 3, 

GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK (AMENDMENT) BILi : 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 161 ; SMovien Panis (Six Arthur Cocks) for leave to bring in, 
Bill presented and*read 1°, 169-170 ; read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, 
Report adopted, 179 ; read 3° and sent to Council, 180; returned without amendment, 
196 ; assent reported, 2 

HABERFIELD TO DoBroyD ie TRAMWAY BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenint-Governor, 212; Standing Orders suspended: as matter of urgency, 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, read 2° and 
committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 
215; returned without amendment, 220, 

HAWKESBURY AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE (LABORATORY) BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 188; Motion made (Mr. Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, read 2° and committed, reported without amendment , Report 
adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 189; returned without amendment, 201. 

Horse BREEDING BrLi :— 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 95. 
Hovusinc (AMENDMENT) BiLi :— 
Message from Governor, 35; Motion made (Mr. ./. C. Fitzpatrick) for leave to bring in, 
Bill presented and read 1°, 132; Order of the Day Pea) and Bill withdrawn, 134. 
Hovstnc (AMENDMENT) BILL (No. 2) :— 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 133, 
Houster Disrrice Warer AND SEWERAGE (AMENDMEN N11) Bir 

Message from Lieutcnant-Governor, 64; Motion mace (Mr. Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill 

presented and read 1°, 110; read 2°, commitred, 122, 
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BILLS (continued) :— 
PROCEEDINGS ON (continued) :— 
IncomME Tax (COMMONWEALTH) COLLECTION BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 84; Motion made (Sir Arthur Cocks) for leave to bring 
in, Bill presented and read 1°, 96; Motion made for 2° and debate adjourned, 99-100 ; 
Debate resumed, Bill read 2°, committed, Point of order (reported from Committee), That 
the Chairman was in error in ruling that no amendment could be made to the agreement 
contained in Schedule, overruled by Mr. Speaker, Committee resumed, reported with 
amendments and an amended Title, Motion made for adoption of report, and amendment 
(Mr. Loughlin) to recommit by leave withdrawn, Report adopted, 104; read 3° and sent 
to Council, 106; returned without amendment, 121; assent reported, 125, 

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 2. 

IRRIGATION AND WATER (AMENDMENT) Brut (See also ‘‘ WaTER (AMENDMENT) BILL”) :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 198; Motion made (Captain Chaffey) for leave to bring 
in, Bill presented and read 1°, 213, — 

JuNEE WaTER Supety ADMINISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL :-— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 64; Motion made (Mr. Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 121-2. 

JUVENILE MigRANTS APPRENTICESHIP BiLL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 115; Motion made (Mr. Bavin) for leave to bring in, 116 ; 
Bill presented and read, 1°, 117; read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, 
Report adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 204-206 ; returned without amendment, 209. 

KATOOMBA SEWERAGE :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 185 ; Motion made (Mr. Ball) for leave to bring in; Bill 
presented and read 1°; read 2° and committed ; reported without amendment ; Report 
adopted ; read 3°, and sent to Council, 190; returned without amendment, 202. 

Kine’s ScHoon (See ‘‘ CHURCH OF ENGLAND Trust PROPERTY AMENDMENT BILL”). 
Law or EvivENc™ (pro forma) :— 

Presented (Sir George Fuller), read 1°, 8. 
Len WHARE EXTENSION :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 184 ; Motion made (Mr. Ba/l/) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, read 3°, and sent to Council, 189 ; returned without amendment, 201. 

Liquor (AMENDMENT) Brun :— 
Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 5. 
Liquor (AMENDMEN?) BILL :— 

Message from Governor, 47; Motion made (J/r. Ley) for leave to bring in, 54; Bill presented 
and read 1°, 64 ; read 2°, committed, 98 ; reported with amendments and an amended Title, 
Report adopted, 187 ; Motion made for 3°, amendment (Dr. Arthur) to recommit negatived, 
read 3° and sent to Council, 193-4; returned with amendments, 203 ; Council’s amendments 
agreed to, 207, 

Loan Bint :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 155+ ordered (Sir Arthur Cocks), founded on Resolution 
of Ways and Means (No. 6), presented and read 1°, read 2° and committed, reported 
without amendment, Report adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 164; returned without 
amendment, 166 ; assent reported, 174. 

LocaL GOVERNMENT (ADVERTISEMENT Hoarpines) AMENDMENT BILL :— 

Message from Governor, 48 ; Motion made (Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick) for leave to bring in, 
Bill presented and read 1°, 54; read 2°, committed, 79; House in Committee, reported 
with amendments, Report adopted, 90. 

LovaL GOVERNMENT (VALIDATION AND AMENDMENT) BILL :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 3. 

Matw Roaps Bin1 :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 137. 

MAINTENANCE ORDERS (FACILITIES FOR ENFORCEMENT) BILL :-— 

Motion made (Mr. Ley) for leave to proceed with under 295th Standing Order, 45; read 2°, 
committed, reported with an amendment, Report adopted, 50; read 3° and sent to Council, 
54; returned without amendment, 74 ; assent reported, 81. 

MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL: 

Motion made (Mr. Main) for leave to bring in; Bill presented and read 1°, 92; Motion made 

for 2° and Debate adjourned, 134; Order of the Day postponed, 135, 137. 
MARRIAGE AMENDMENT Bit (No. 2) :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ley) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and ‘read, 1°, 156; Motion made 

for 2° and Debate adjourned, 220. . 
Mear Inpustry ENCOURAGEMENT BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 167 ; Standing Orders suspended as a matter of urgency to 
pass Bill as far as 2° in one day, Motion made (M7. Oakes) for leave to bring in, Bill presented 
and read 1°, Motion made for 2°, and amendment (Mr. Oakes) to refer to Joint Committee 
agreed to, 194-5; Message to Council, requesting that Members of Council be appointed 
to serve on such Committee, 195; Message from Council appointing Members of Joint 
Committee, and fixing time and place to meet and consider Bill, 198; Message to Council 
agreeing to time and place, 198. 

MERCANTILE AGENTS (See ‘‘ Factors (MERCANTILE AGENTS) BILL”’). 
METROPOLITAN WATER AND SEWERAGE (AMENDMENT) Bini :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 2. 

MeErropoLitAN WATER AND SEWERAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 171 ; Motion made (Mr. Bal/), for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 193 ; read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 200; returned without amendment, 208. 

METROPOLITAN WATER, SEWERAGE, AND DrRAtnace BILL: — 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 150. 

MrppLe HArBour (THE Srit) Briper Brin :-— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 150; Motion made (Mr, Ball) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 156; read 2° and committed, reported with amendments, Report 
adopted, 162; read 3° and sent to Council, 163; returned without amendment, 165; 
assent reported, 174. 
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BILLS (continued) :— 

PROCKEDINGS ON (continued) :-- 
Mines INspEcTION (AMENDMENT) BItL :— 

Message from Governor, 48; Motion made (Mr. J. O. L. Fitzpatrick) for leave to bring in, 


Monorvottes Bri :— 


Bill presented and read 1°, 55. 
Motion made (Mv. Bavin) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°, 170; Motion made 
Report adopted, 204 ; read 3° and sent to Council, 207 ; returned without amendment, 215, 


for 2° and Debate adjourned, 193; read 2° and committed, reported with an amendment, 


Moror VEHICLES (TAXATION) BILL :— 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 173, 
Murray: River (See ‘‘ River Murray WatTERS BILL’). 
NECROPOLIS (AMENDMENT) Bin: 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 156; Motion made (Mr. Wearne) for leave to bring in, 
Bill presented and read 1°, 158 ; read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, 
Report adopted, 166; read 3° and sent to Council, 169; returned without amendment, 


178; assent reported, 192. 
Newineton CoLtiece Councin Bin :— 
Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 5. 
Norses RecistRation BrLt:— 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 167; Motion made (Mr. Oakes) for leave to bring in, Bill 


OBSERVATORY Park WeratHer Bureau Site BILL :— 
amendment, Keport adopted, 69 ; read 3° and returned to Council, 79 ; assent reported, 88. 


presented and read 1°, 171. 

Received from Legislative Council, and read 1°, 58; read 2°, committed, reported without 

PARLIAMENTARY SELECT CoMMITTEES Enapiine Bitn :— 

Standing Orders suspended as a matter of urgency to pass Bill through all stages in one day ; 
Motion made (Jr. Oakes) for leave to bring in, Bill presented and read 1°; read 2° and 
committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted ; read 3° and sent to Council, 

\ 


195; returned without amendment, 207. 
Priant Diseases Brit :— 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 68; Motion made (Captain Ohaffey) for leave to bring 
_ > in, Bill presented and read 1°, 106. ; 
PoticE ReGuLarion (APPEALS) BiLu :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 88; Motion made (Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, on behalf of 
Mr. Oakes) for leave to proceed with under 295th Standing Order; House in 
Committee, reported with amendments, Report adopted, 166 ; read 3° and sent to Council, 
174; returned with amendments, 192-3 ; Council’s amendments agreed to, 198. 


Prince ALFRED Hosprran ([sonatron Brock) :— 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 185; Motion made (M7. Bal/) for leave to bring in, Bill 

presented and read 1°, read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, Report 

adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 189; returned without amendment, 201. 


PRISONERS DETENTION (AMENDMERT) BILL :— 
Message from Council requesting that Bill be proceeded with under 296th Standing Order, 58. 


Pusiic Roaps (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 
Received from Legislative Council, and read 1°, 57; read 2°, committed, reported without 
amendment, Report adopted, 68-9 ; read 3° and returned to Council, 78; assent reported, 87. 


PusLic SERVvIcE (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 4. 

Pusuic Service (TEMPORARY OFFICERS) BILL :-- 

Message from Governor, 44; Motion made (4fr. Bavin) for leave to bring in, amendment (Mr. 
Loughlin) to insert words negatived, 45-6 ; Bill presented and read 1°, 46; Motion made 
for 2° and debate adjourned, 55; debate resumed, read 2°, committed, reported with- 
out amendment, Report adopted, 59, read 3°, and sent to Council, 65; returned without 


amendment, 78 ; assent reported, 83. 
Pousiic Truster (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 
Message from Governor, 45; Motion made (Mr. Ley) for leave to proceed with under 295th 
Standing Order, 45 ; House in Committee, reported with an amendment, Report adopted 
50, read 3°, and sent to Council 54; returned with an amendment, 74 ; House in Committee, 


Council’s amendment agreed to, Message to Council, 78; aseent reported, 92. 


Reau Estate anp Stock AGENTS Brin :— 

Message from Governor, 40. 

REGENT’S PARK TO BANKSTOWN RaATLWay :—- 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor 184; Motion made (M7. Ball) for leave to bring in; Bill 
presented and read 1°; read 2° and committed ; reported without amendment; Report 
adopted ; read 3’, and sent to Council, 188 ; returned without amendment, 201. 

REGISTRATION oF Stock BRANDS (AMENDMENT) BILL :— 
Message from Governor, 48; Motion made (Captain Chaffey) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 79 ; read 2°, committed, 111; House in Committee; reported with 
an amendment, report adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 208-9; returned without 


amendment, 213. 
River Murray Waters Bint :— 
Message from Governor, 45; Motion made (Mr. Ley on behalf of Mr. Ball) for leave to bring 
in, Bill presented and read 1°, 45; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, 
Report adopted, 50; read 3°, and sent to Council, 53; returned without amendment, 68 ; 


assent reported, 74. 


Roaps (See ‘‘ Marin Roaps BILu”’). 
Royat Commtisstons BrILi :— he : 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 116; Motion made (Mr. Bavin) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 116; read 2° and committed, reported with amendments, Report 


adopted, 170; read 3° and sent to Council, 172; returned without amendment, VS 


assent reported, 192. a 
Rurac Crepit (See ‘‘Co-opgRATION, CoMMUNITY SETTLEMENT, AND CREDIT BILL”). 


BILLS (continued) :— = 
PROCEEDINGS ON (continued) :-- 
Sate or Goovs BILt :— ; 

Message from Council requesting that Bill be proceeded with under the 296th Standing Order, 
14; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, a ie adopted, 46; read 3°, and 
returned to Council, 50; Message from Council agreeing to Assembly’s amendments, 54 ; 
assent reported, 68. 

SEAT OF GOVERNMENT SURRENDER (AMENDMENY) BILL :— _ 

Received from Legislative Council, and read 1°, 57 ; read 2° and committed, reported without 
amendinent, Report adopted, 180; read 3° and returned to Council, 186. 

Serecr ComMitrers (See ‘f PARLIAMENTARY SELECT COMMITTEES ENABLING BILL”). 
SHAKESPEARE TERCENTENARY MEmoriAL Funp Bin :— 

Received from Legislative Council and on motion of (Mr. Bruntnell) read 1°, 156; read 2° and 
committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, read 3° and returned to Council, 
209. 

Srare Revier (See ‘‘CriLp WELFARE BILL”’). 
Srock AGENTS (See ‘‘ REAL EsTatE anbD Stock AGEN?TS BILL”). 
Srock Diseases Bri :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 68 ;- Motion made (Capiaim Chajfey) for leave to bring in, 
Bill presented and read 1°, 106; read 2°, committed, 122; House in Committee, reported 
with amendments, Report adopted, 166 ; Motion made for 3° and amendment (M7. Fitzgerald) 
to recommit negatived, read 3° and sent to Council, 168-9; returned with amendments, 
178 ; Council’s amendments agreed to, 191. 

SupprLty BILu :— 

Message from Lieut.-Governor, 64 ; Standing Orders suspended, House in Committee, Resclution 
agreed to, ordered (Sir Arthur Cocks), founded on Resolution of Ways and Means (No. 1), 
Bill presented and read 1°, read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, read 3°, and sent to Council, 75-6; returned without amendment, 79; assent 
reported, 81. 

Suppiy Bitu (No. 2) :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 110; Standing Orders suspended, House in Committee, 

Resolution agreed to, Ordered (Sir Arthur Cocks), founded on Resolution of Ways and 
Means (No. 3), Bill presented and read 1°, read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, 
Report adopted, read 3°, and sent to Council, 118; returned without amendment, 122 ; 
assent reported, 125. 
SypNrEY CORPORATION (FisH MARKETS) BiLi :— 
Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 4, 
Sypnry Harsour Bripar Brii :— 
Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 3. 
Sypnry WATER SvuprLy AMPLIFICATION Brin :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 171; Motion made (M7. Ball) for leave to bring in; Bill 
presented and read 1°, 180; read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, read 3° and sent to Council, 193; returned without amendment, 2C0. 

TENANTS RELIEF AND PROTECTION BILL :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 177. 

Tue Serr (See *‘ MippLe HArpour (THE Spit) Baipce Bri.”), 
Tuomas Taytor Trust EstatE Brinn :— 

Received from Legislative Council. together with Report from Select Committee, and on motion 
of (Mr. Jaques) read 1°, 183; read 2° and committed, reported without amendment, 
read 3° and returned to Council, 209. 

TRANSFER OF RecoRDS BIL :— 

Received from Legislative Council, and read 1°, 58; read 2°, committed, reported without 
amendment, Report adopted, 86; read 8° and returned to Council, 90; assent reported, 
120. 

UNDERCLIFFE TO Forest Hitt Tramway BILn :— 

Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 3. 

UNGARIE TO NARADHAN RAILWAY :-— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 184; Motion made (J/7. Ball) for leave to bring in; Bill 
presented and read 1°; read 2° and committed ; reported without amendment ; Report 
adopted ; read 3°, and sent to Council, 188; returned without amendment, 201. 

URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon’s Siping Ratiway :— 

Message from Lieutenant-Governor 184; Motion made (Jr. Ball) for leave to bring in; Bill 
presented and read 1°; read 2° and committed ; reported without amendment; Report 
adopted ; read 3°, and sent to Council, 187-S; revurned without amendment, 201. 

VETERINARY SURGEONS Brn :— 

Message from Governor, 48; Motion made (Captain Chaffcy) for leave to bring in, Bill 
presented and read 1°, 50; read 2°, committed, 79 ; House in Committee, 86; House in 
Committee, reported with amendments, Report adopted, 90; Motion made for 3°, and 
amendment (Mr. Flannery) to recommit negatived, Bill read 3° and sent to Council, 96 ; 
returned with amendments, 121 ; House in Committee, 129; House in Committee, Chairman 
reported Committee had disagreed to one, amended other of the Council’s amendments, and 
made a consequential amendment, motion made for adoption of Report and amendment to 
recommit to reconsider the amendment disagreed to, agreed to, Chairman reported 2°, that 
the Committee had disagreed to the Council’s amendment previously disagreed to, with an 
amendment, Report adopted, 158-9; Message to Council, 162; Message from Council not 
insisting and agrecing, 164; assent reported, 174. 

VoLUNTARY WorKERS (SoLpters’ Honpincs) AMENDMENT Brinn :— 

Assent to (Svcond Session, 1922), reported, 5. 

WATER (AMENDMENT?) Brit (See also ‘‘IrniGatTion AND WatER (AMENDM ENT) Brii) : — 

Message from Lieutenant-Covernor, 197; Motion made (Coptain Chafiry) for leave to bring 
in; Bill presented and read 1°, 214. 

WeatHer Bureau (See “ Opsurvarory Park Wratruer Bureau Sire Britt”). 
WOLLONGONG SEWERAGE :— 

Message from Lieutenant. Governor, 185; Motion made (M7. Ball) for leave to bring in; Bill 
presented and read 1°; read 2° and committed ; reported without amendment ; Report 
adopted ; read 3°, and sent to Council 190-1 ; returned without amcndment, 202. 
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BILLS (continued) :— 
PROCEEDINGS ON (continucd ) :— : 
Wo.toncone to Porr Kempia Rattway TRANSFER BILL :— 
Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 2. 
WorKMEN’s ComreNsATION (Leap PorsontNc-Broken Hin) Bini :— 
Assent to (Second Session, 1922), reported, 2. 
WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN RAILWAY :— whe Ss . 
Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 184; Motion made (Mr, Ball) for leave to bring in; Bill 
presented and read 1°; read 2° and committed ; reported without amendment; Keport 
adopted ; read 3°, and sent to Council, 187; returned without amendment, 201. 
BIRT, JOHN EDWARD, ESQUIRE, M.L.A. :— 
_ Leave of absence granted to on account of illness, 23. 
BLACKHEATH (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
BLACK ROD (See ‘‘ USHER OF THE BLACK ROD”). 
BOGGABILLA (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
BOMBALA (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
BOSTON, MR. W. J. (See ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”’). 
BOURKE (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
BOYDELL, MR. S. G. (See ‘‘ CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ”). 
BRIDGES (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
BROWN, MAGISTRATE LE BRUN (See ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). 
BURNS BAY ROAD (See ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”). 
BUSINESS :— 
Precedence of (Sessional Order), passed, 41. 
Precedence of, on Tuesdays (Sessional Order), passed, 93. 
Sessional Orders, passed, 41 (°), 
Amendment by leave withdrawn, 92, 104. 
General Business, Orders of the Day, postponed, 107, 135 (*), 187 (*), 171. 
Government Business and General Business postponed in a bunch, 1Sv. 
Remaining Government Business postponed, 209. 
Recission of Vote and Order of the Day (Supply) restored to Business Paper, 145-7. 
Interrupted by Government Business taking precedence at 6,30 o'clock, 104, 110, 11], 126, 134, 
140, 161, 168, 179, 198. 
Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 107. 
Debate on urgency motion continued, notwithstanding Sessional Urder for interruption of (not 
Entered in Votes), 145. 
Business Days 4ND Hour or MEETING (SESSIONAL ORDER) :-—~ 
Motion made (Sir George Fuller) That, unless otherwise ordered, this House shall meet for the 
Despatch of Business, at Four o’clock p.ne, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in 
each week, and amendment (Wr. Flannery) to leave out the word “ our” and insert 
the word ‘*'Two” instead thereof,-—and negatived ; Sessional Order passe], 41. 
Additional Sitting Day (Friday), 138. 


BYRON BAY (See “‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 


G 


CAMMURRA (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS’), 
CANOWINDRA (See ‘“‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 
CARRATT, PERCY (See “‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE ”) :— 
CASINO (See “‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
CASSILIS (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS’), 
CESSNOCK, (See ‘‘ MINING ”). 
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES :— 

Takes Chair as Deputy-Speaker in absence of Speaker, 63, 67. 

Deputy Speaker’s Commission to administer Oath to Members, 97. 

APPOINTMENT OF :— 
Robert Brace Walker appoiutment (for this day o Owl om Ose os eas TOO. Bho, OD» 


ey iy = 
i: Do do do for remainder of Parliament, 41. 
“EMPORARY :-— 


Speaker's warrant appointing, 5. 
CHATSWOOD (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”) 
CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY :— 
Reads Proclamation on Opening Session, 1. 
Me. W. S. Mownz, U.M.G. : — 
Announcement respecting injuries to, in Motor Accident, 35. 
Leave of absence, 39. 
Return of, to duty announced by Speaker, 133. 
ACTING :— 
Appointment of Mr. S. G. Boydell, 39. 
EIS ga by Speaker with efficent manner of Mr. Boy-lell’s discharge of duties 
of, 133. 
Commission reported, Oaths of Allegiance, and Office taken, 39. 
Announces absence of Mr, Speaker and Deputy-Speaker takes Chair, 63, 67. 
Summoned to appear and produce writ in case of the King v. W.J. Boston and others, 64. 
Reads Deputy Sp.aker’s Commissioa to administer the Oath of Allegiance to Members, 97, 
+ 16899—B ) 
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CLOSURE OF DEBATE :— pay 
Motion, ‘“* That the Question be now put,” passed, 36, 37(2), 48-9, 65, 72, 85, 89, 98, 99, 
100, 101, 114, 116, 122, 134, 140 (without Division), 142, 146, 147, 156, 186, 193, 194, 199, 
204, 205, 206, 208 (without Division), 219. 
COMMISSIONS :— 
As Acting Clerk of Legislative Assembly, (Mr, Boydell), 39, 
Deputy Speaker’s to administer the Oath of Allegiance to Members, 97, 
COMMITTEHS (See also “« CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES ” ; also ‘“‘ FINANCE”):— 
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :— ’ 
Speaker’s Warrant appointing, 5; Maturity reported, 22 ; Members sworn, 22, 24(¢), 25(3), 49. 
Jorint—CounciL—ASSEMBLY :— : 
Appointed to consider and report upon Meat Industry Encouragement Bill, 195; 198. 
Empowered to sit during any adjournment or prorogation of Parliament, by Act No. 35, 1923, 
207. 
LIBRARY :— 
Sessional Order appointing, 41. 
PRINTING ;— 
Sessional Order appointing, 41. 
SELECT :— : ; é 
Empowered, by Act No. 35, 1923, to sit during any adjournment or prorogation of Parliament, 
207. 
Claims of Mr. George H. Dingle against the Railway Commissioners, 92, 207 (Progress Report). 
Administration of the Estate of the late Thomas Steele Greban of Quirindi, 92, 213, 220 ( Report). 
Administration of the Housing Board, 140, 141, 198, 208 (Progress Report). 
Case of Mr. M. Purcell, Sydney Harbour Trust, 140, 175, 
Case of Mr. Frank Gribben, late of Department of State Enterprises, 140, 180, 198 (Report). 
Claims of Mr. J. J. Hickey, recently retired from the Department of Public Instruction 
(Motion withdrawn), 92. 
Conduct and administration of Pony Racing, 93, 143, 198, 208 (Progress Reyort). 
Case of William Morris of Forest Lodge, 104. 
Leave given to sit during the sittings or any adjournment of the House, 126. 
Leave given to sit during the sittings of the House, 140 (*), 213. 
Leave given to Report from time to time and to make visits of inspection, 198 (*). 
Member appointed to, 141. 
Member discharged and added to, 143, 
STANDING ORDERS :— 
Sessional Order appointing, 41. 
Matters referred to, 70. 
Report brought up, 135. 
New Standing Order No. 113A, and amendment of Standing Order No 111, as recommended by, 
agreed to and adopted, 156 ; approval reported, 165. 


COMMONWEALTH (See ‘‘ FEDERAL”). 

CONDOBOLIN (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 

CONTRACTS (See “« GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS ”). 

COOMA (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 

COTTAGE CREEK (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”). 

COUNTS OUT (See “NO QUORUM”). 


CROWN-STREE® TERMINUS (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PUBLIC WORKS”). 


CURL CURL (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


DALGETY (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 


DAVIDSON (See *‘ DEATH OF HIS EXCELLENCY SIR WALTER EDWARD DAVIDSON, 
KCuM.G 2). 


DEATH OF HIS EXCELLENCY SIR WALTER EDWARD DAVIDSON, K.C.M.G., GOVERNOR 
OF NEW SOUTH WALKS :— 
Announced by Sir George Fuller, motion made for address of condolence to Dame Margaret 
Davidson, 61. Reply reported, 73. 
Motion made (Str George Fuller) for adjournment of the House as a tribute to memory, 61. 
DEATH OF WARREN HARDING, PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES OF AMERICA :— 
Motion made (Sir George Fuller), expressing sympathy with widow and people of America on, 1. 
Acknowledgment reported, 119-20. 
DEATH OF MR. JOHN RAMSAY, HANSARD STAFF, AND INJURIES TO MR. W. S. 
MOWLE, C.M.G., AND OTHERS :— 
Reference made to, and Motion made (Sir George Fuller) for adjournment of House, until 
7p.m., 35. 
DEBATE (See also ‘‘ ADJOURNMENT ”’; also ““CLOSURE OF DEBATE”) :— 
Member speaking allowed adjournment, and to conclude his speech on next sitting day, 24, 99. 
Continued on Urgency Motion, after 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 145-7. 
Resumed, 110, 180. 


DE CHAIR, ADMIRAL SIR D. R. 8. (See ‘GOVERNOR ”). 
DENFORD, MR. (See ‘‘ ADJOURNMENT ”), 
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REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCUEDINGS, VOL. I—26TH PARLIAMENT-—THIRD SESSION. 


D 
DINGLE, MR. GEORGE H. (See ** RAILWAYS”). 
DISTRESS (See *‘ UNEMPLOYED ”), 
DIVISIONS :--- 
Votes of Members challenyed—Point of Order in, 36. 
In tHE House :— 
Address in Reply to Governor’s Opening Speech, Amendment, 36, 
Adjournment of the House, 38, 72, 101, 142, 147, 186. 
Adjournment of Debate, 100, 220. 
Adjournment of the House under 49th Standing Order, 49, 65, 75, 89, 98, 186. 
Bank of New South Wales Bill, 51. 
Bread (Amendment) Bill, 114, 115 (?), 123, 126. 
Business Days—Sessional Order, 41. 
) Precedence of Business on Tuesdays, 93. 
Called for and no division taken—application of Standing Order No, 213, 93. 
Child Welfare Bill, 108. 
Conveyancing (Amendment) Bill, 86, 
Karly Closing (Amendment) Bill, 42. 
Gas Act, 1912—Amendment of Schedule 214. 
Government Railways (Amendment) Bill, 199; ( Recommittal), 200. 
Granting of Titles, 72. 
Juvenile Migrants Apprenticeship Bill, 116, 117 (?), 204, 206. 
Liquor (Amendment) Bill, 194 ; (Recommittal 3°), 194. 
Marriage Amendment Bill, 157 (?), 220. 
Monopolies Bill, 207. 
Public Service (Temporary Officers) Bill, 46 ; (Recommitta/), 168. 
Recommittal, 89-96, 108, 168, 194. 
Registration of Stock Brands (Amendment) Bill, 111. 
Stock Diseases Bill (Recommettal), 168. 
Supply—Motion, ‘* That leave be given to sit again,” 143. 
Supply—Rescission of Vote—Restoration of Order of the Day, 147. 
Suspension of Standing Orders, 146, 213. 
That the Question be now put, 36, 37 (*), 49, 65, 72, 85, 89, 98, 99, 100, 101, 114, 116, 122, 134, 
142, 146, 147, 156, 186, 193, 194, 199, 204, 205, 206, 219. 
That an Honorable Member be not further heard, 99 (7), 101, 156, 219. 
That resumption of Debate stand an Order of the Day for Tuesday next, 100. 
«That the Bill be now read, 1°, 117, 157. 
That Report be now adopted, 205. 
That Bill be printed and read 2° To-morrow, 115, 117. 
That Speaker do now leave the Chair, 10, 199, 205. 
That Message be referred to Committee on the Bill, 115. 
That Bill be carried to Council with Message, 206. 
Urgency motion, 145, 213. 
Veterinary Surgeons Bill, 96. 
Iy ComMItrer or THE WItOLE :— 
Bread (Amendment Bill), 252 (*). 
Co-operation, Community Settlement, and Credit Bill, 276 (°). 
Do do . clo (Legislative Council s Amendments), 304. 
Government Railways (Amendment) Bill, 286. 
Juvenile Migrants Apprenticeship Bill, 287, 288, 289, 290 (3), 291, 292, 298 (7), 294, £95, 
296 (2), 297, 298, 299 (2), 300, 30], 302. 
Liquor (Ameadment) Bill, 278, 279 (*), 280, 281, 282, 288, 234. 
Local Government (Advertisement Hoardings) Bill, 250. 
Police Regulation (Appeals) Bill, 272 (*). 
Monopolies Bill, 286. 
Public Roads (Amendment) Bill, 245, 
Stock Diseases Bill, 273. 
Veterinary Surgeons Bill, 247, 249 (°), 
Do do (Leyislative Council's Amendments), 258. 
That the Question be now put, 251, 252, 281 (7), 282, 285, 287, 288 (7), 289, 291, 2)2 (2), 293, 
294 (?\, 295, 296, 297 (7), 298, 299, 300, 301 (2), 303. 
That the Chairman leave the Chair, 286, 302. 
[yn CoMMITTEE oF SuprLy :— 
Estimates of Hupenditure, 1923-24— 
Colonial Secretary and Minister for Public Health, 256, 257. 
Railways, 257. 
Minister for Public Works, 258. 
Public Instruction, 259. 
Attorney-General and Minister of Justice, 261. 
Secretary for Mines, 264, 
Department of Labour and Industry, 265. 
Department of Agriculture, 265. 
Executive and Legislative, 268. 
Premier, 268, 
That the Question be now put, 256 (7), 257, 258 (7), 259, 269, 261, 2H2 (8), 263; 264 (7), 265, 
266, 267, 268, 269. 
That Items be postponed, 259. 
That Vote be postponed, 263. 
Names of Minority recorded, 266. 
Ix Commi?trer or Ways AND MEANS :— 
Financial Statement — 
That the Question be now put, 255. 


DOBROYD POINT (See ‘*PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”). : 


DORRIGO (See “* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 


RR 


DREDGHES :— 
Hunter River :— 
Motion made (Mr. O' //earn) for adjourument of tlie House under the 49th Standing Order to 
discuss the failure of the Government to carry out dredging on the, and negatived, 53. 


DRUGS (See “POISONS ACT”). 
DRUMMOYNE (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
DURI (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


EARTHQUAKE DISASTER IN JAPAN :— 


Ministerial statement (Sir Georye Fuller) respecting offers of assistance, 47. 
EASTWOOD (See ‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS"). 
EAST HILLS (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
EDEN (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


EDUCATION :— 
Me. J. J. Hickey, DEPARTMENT of Pubic INSTRUCTION :— 
Motion made (Af, Lazzarini) for Select Committee, withdrawn 92. 


ELECTORAL :— 
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE :— 
Speaker’s warrant appointing, 5; Maturity reported, 22 ; Members sworn 22, 24 (4), 25 (8), 49. 
Disrricr or Namoi :— 
Resignation of Patrick Charles Scully, Esquire, reported. Seat declared vacant. Mr. Speaker 
announced receipt from the recognised party leader of nomination of William James 
Scully, Esquire, to fill the vacancy. Mr. William James Scully sworn, 69. 


ESTATES (See ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”), 
EUGOWRA (See “‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


FEDERAL :— 
VACANCY IN THE SENATE :— 

Message from Governor, notifying; Motion made (Sir George Miler) in favour of meeting 
Legislative Council for the purpose of choosing a person to fill, in the place of Senator 
Edward Davis Millen, deceased ; Message to Council asking it to name place and hour of 
meeting, 77; Message from Council naming time and place, 85; House proceeded te 
Legislative Council Chamber, and being returned, election of Walter Massy Greene, Esquire, 
reported, 105. 

FIGTREE BRIDGE (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”). 
FINANCE :— 
SUPPLY :— 
Motion, That leave be given to sit again, negatived, 143. 
Rescission oF NEGATIVE VOTE—RESTORATION OF ORDER OF THE Day !— 

Standing and Sessional Orders suspended, as a matter of Urgency, Motion made (Sir George 
Fuller) for the rescission of a vote negativing motion, ‘‘ That leave be given to Committee 
of Supply to sit again,” and for the restoration of Supply, as an Order of the Day, agreed 
to, 145-7. 

Motion made for House to resolve itself into Committee, 37. 

House in Committee, (Supply Bill), 75,117; (Financial Statement), 108 ; (Hstimates), 135, 138, 
140, 141, 143, 151; (Loan Mstimates), 162, 163. 

Xesolutions reported, 75, 108, 117, 151-2 (25), 163. 

Resolutions agreed to, 75, 108, 117, 151-2 (35), 163. 

Ways anp MEANS :— 

Motion made for House to resolve itself into Committee, 37, 

House in Committee, (Supply Bill), 75, 118; (Financial Statement), 108, 127, 129, 132, 134. 
(H#stimates), 152 ; (Loan Bill), 164. 

Resolutions reported, 75, 118, 134, 152 (*), 164. 

Resolutions agreed to, 75, 118, 134, 152 (*), 164. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT :--- 

Made by Sir Arthur Cocks, 108, 

FIVE DOCK (See ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
FOLEY, MR. (See ‘‘ ADJOURNMENT ”). 
FORBES (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


FORESTRY :— 
REVOCATION OF THE DEDICATION oF SraTE Forests :— 
Messages from Governor, 44 (°) ; Motion made (A/7. Wearne), That House agrees to, 59, 84, 84-5, 


FRESHWATER (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
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GARLAND, MR. CHARLES L. (See ‘* MINING”), 
GAS ACT, 1912:— 
AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE THREE :—— 
Message from Council transmitting resolution for conctirrence, 212; resolution agreed to, 
message to Council, 214, 
GEORGE'S RIVER (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS ”). 
GILGANDRA (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
GLADESVILLE (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITIEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
GOOLOOGONG (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 
GORDON (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
GOSLING, MARK, ESQUIRE, M.L.A. :— 
Leave of absence granted to oa account of absence from State, 8. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS :— 
Motion made (Mr. McTiernan) for Adjournment of the House under the 49th Standing Order, 
to discuss the necessity for an immediate investigation by the Government into the methods 
employed by Tenderers for, and negative, 78. 
GOVERNOR :-— 

Approval of Lieutenant, of Standing Orders reported, 165. 

Proclamation by, on op2uing S3ssion of Parliament, read by Clerk, 1. 

Message fro.n, delivered by Usher of the Black Rod, 1. 

Opening Speech, read by Mr. Speaker, 8-11; Address in Reply (df7. Jaques), Debate adjourned, 

11; amendment (d/7. Lang), to insert new paragraph, 15, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 
35 ; amendment negatived, 36 ; Address agrecd to, 37 ; Presented to Governor, and reply 
reported, 39. 

DEATH OF :— 

Announced, motioa made (Str Georg? Muller) for address of condolence to Dame Margaret 
Davidson agreed to, and House adjourned as a tribute to memory, 6]; Reply to address 
reported, 73. 

APPOINTMENT OF :— 

Announced (Sir Georg? Fuller), Admiral Sir Dudley Rawson Stratford de Chair, K.C.B., 95. 
GRAFTON (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
GRANT, ERNEST (See ‘“‘ RAILWAYS”). 

GREENE, WALTER MASSY, ESQUIRE (See ‘‘ FEDERAL”), 

GREGRA (See ‘*PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
GREHAN, THE LATE THOMAS STEELE (See ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”), 
GRIBBEN, MR. FRANK (See ‘STATE ENTERPRISES ”). 

GULGONG (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 
GUYRA (See ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


HAWNSARD :— 

Death of Mr John Ramsay, as result of Motor Accident, reference made to, and adjournment 

of House until 7 p.m., 35. 
HABERFIELD (See ** PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
HARBOURS AND RIVERS :— 
ADDITIONAL SHED AccoMMODATION (LEB WuHaARr, Newcastte HARBOUR) :— 
Motion made (Mr. Bal/) that work be carried out, 179. 
BRIDGE OVER THE RICHMOND RIvER AT WOODBURN :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
219. 

BripGe OVER THE RICHMOND RIVER AT BALLINA-STREET, LISMORE :— 

Motion made (Mr, Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
219. 

Imerovep WHARFAGR ACCOMMODATION AT MERDWETHER-STREET, NEWCASTLE :— 

Motion made (Mr, Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218. 

New Jeity av Byron Bay : - 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) that work be carried out, 180. 

HARDING, WARREN, PRESIDENT OF U.S.A. (See ‘‘ PRESIDENT OF U.S,A.’). 
HAWKESBURY AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”) :— 
HICKEY MR. J. J. (See ‘*EDUCATION ”), 
HOSPITALS ; — 
ERecTION oF A Pesirc Hospiran at Manny :— 

Motion made (Jr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee en Public 
Works, 219. 

IsoLATION Bniock FoR TREATMENT OF VENEREAL Diskases, RoyaL Prisce ALFRED HospiTaL :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) that work be carried cut, 180. 

HOUSING BOARD :— 
' ADMINISTRATION OF :— 

Motion made for Select Committee and for leave to sit during the sittings of the House, 
agreed to 140; Member added to Committee, 141; leave given to report from time to 
time, and to make visits of inspection, 198 ; empowered by Act, No. 35, 1923, to sit during 
any adjournment or prorogation of Parliament, 207 ; Progress Report brought up, 208, 


HUNTER RIVER (See ‘‘ DREDGES ”)- . 
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I 


ILLAWARRA SUBURBS, WESTERN DIVISION (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
IMMIGRATION :— 
Ministerial Statement (Sir George Fuller) respecting, 104. 
INVERELL (See ‘*PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


J 


JAPAN (See ‘‘ EARTHQUAKE DISASTER IN JAPAN”). 
JETTIES (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
JOINT COMMITTEE (See “‘ COMMITTEES ”). 


K 


KATOOMBA (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”), 
KILLARNEY (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


L 


LACHLAN RIVER (See **PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS ”). 


LA PEROUSE LINE AT ANZAC PARADE (‘‘See PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
LEADER OF OPPOSITION :— 
Election of Mr. Lang as, and of Mr. Loughlin as Deputy, announced, 5. 
LEADVILLE (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE :— 
Granted to Mark Gosling, Esquire, on account of absence from State, 8. 
Do Mr. F. Walsh, Parliamentary Librarian, 6. 
Do John Edmund Birt, Esquire, on account of illness, 23. 
Do Mr. W.S. Mowle, Clerk of the House, in consequence of motor accident, 39. 


LEE WHARF (See “* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”):— 
LIBRARY (See ‘‘ COMMITTEES ”; also ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARIAN ”). 

LOAN ESTIMATES (See ‘‘ FINANCE”), 

LONGUEVILLE (See ** PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 


M 


MANLY (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
MARYVALE (See “* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 
MEMBERS :— 

Of Elections and Qualifications Committee, sworn, 22, 24 (4), 25 (8), 49. 

Leave of absence granted to Mark Gosling, Esquire, on account of absence from State, 8. 

Do do John Edward Birt, Esquire, on account of illness, 23. 

Receipt of resignation of Patrick Charles Scully, Esquire, reported, 69. 

Receipt of nomination of William James Scully to fill casual vacancy reported, 69. 

William James Seully, Esquire, sworn, 69. 

That Member be not further heard, 99 (7), 100, 219. 

Votes challenged in division, 36. 

Speaking in Reply interrupted by motions, ‘‘ That Member be not further heard, ” 156. 


MENDOORAN (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”), 


MEREWETHER-STREET, NEWCASTLE (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COM- 
MITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”), 


MERRIWA (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). » 
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M 
MESSAGES :— 
FRoM THE GOVERNOR :—- 
Delivered by the Usher of the Black Rod, 1. 
Division on Question ‘‘ That Message be referred to Committee on the Bill,” 115. 
1, Assent to (2nd Session, 1922), Metropolitan Water and Sewerage (Amendment) Bill, 2. 


2 Do do Wollongong to Port Kembla Railway Transfer Bill, 2. 
3. Do do Encroachment of Buildings Bill, 2. 
4, Do do Friendly Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2 
De Do do Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill, 2. 
6. Do do Workmen’s Compensation (Lead Poisoning—Broken Hill) 
Bill, 2. 
Te Do do Country Towns Water and Sewerage (Reduction of Debts) 
Bill, 3. 
8, Do do Government Railways (Supply of Electricity) Bill, 3. 
a; Do do Armidale Water Supply Bill, 3 
10. Do do Sydney Harbour Bridge Bill, 3. 
De Do do Undercliffe to Forest Hill Tramway Bill, 3. 
12. Do do Local Government (Validation and Amendment) Bill, 3. 
Dass Do do Birds and Animals Protection (Amendment) Bill, 4. 
14, Do do Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 4. 
15. Do do David Morris Revesting Bill, 4. 
16. Do do Cabramatta Park 'Bill, 4. 
Wife Do do Sydney Corporation (Fish Markets) Bill, 4. 
18. Do do Botany Road Trust Constitution Bill, 4. 
19. Do do Voluntary Workers (Soldiers’ Holdings) Amendment Bill, 5. 
20. Do do Liquor (Amendment). Bill, 5. 
21, Do do Newington College Council Bill, 5, 
22. Recommending Child Welfare Bill, 31. 
WB}, Do Housing (Amendment) Bill, 33. 
24, Do Real Estate and Stock Agents Bill, 40. 
25. Do Bankstown Resumption Rescission Bill, 40. 
26. Do Revocation of Dedication of State Forests, 44. 
27. Do Revocation of Dedication of State Forests, 44. 
28. Do Revocation of Dedication of State Forests, 44. 
29. Do Crown Lands Amendment (Disposal) Bill, 44. 
30. Do Public Service (Temperary Officers) Bill, 44. 
Sik Do Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 44. 
32, Do Public Trustee (Amendment) Bill, 45. 
33. Do River Murray Waters Bill, 45. 
34. Do Liquor (Amendment) Bill, 47. 
35. Do Registration of Stock Brands (Amendment) Bill; 48. 
36. Do Veterinary Surgeons Bill, 48. 
37. Do Mines Inspection (Amendment) Bill, 48. 
38. Do Local Government (Advertisement Hoardings) Amendment Bill, 48. 


From LIeEUrENANT-GOVERNOR :— 

39. Recommending Hunter District Water and Sewerage (Amendment) Bill, 64. 
40. Do Junee Water Supply Administration (Amendment) Bill, 64. 
41. Do Supply Bill, 64. 

42. Assent to Factors (Mercantile Agents) Bill, 67. 

43. Do Sale of Goods Bill, 68. 

44. Recommending Plant Diseases Bill, 68. 

45, Do Stock Diseases Bill, 68. 

46. Assent to River Murray Waters Bill, 74. 

47, Recommending Bread Bill, 74. 

48. Transmitting despatch notifying vacancy in the Senate of the Commonwealth, 77. 
49, Assent to Supply Bill, 81. 

5C. Do Maintenance Orders (Facilities fur Enforcement) Bill, 81. 

51. Do Crown Lands Amendment (Disposal) Bill, 82. __ 

52. Recommending Auctioneers Licensing (Amendment) Bill, 82. 

03. Assent to Public Service (Temporary Officers) Bill, 83. 

54. Recommending Income Tax (Commonwealth) Collection Bill, 84. 

55. Assent to Public Roads (Amendment) Bill, 87. 

56. Do Closer Settlement Purchases Validation Bill, 87. 

57. Do Crown Lands Purchase Validation Bill, 88. 

58. Do Crown Purchases Vesting Bill, 88. 

59. Do —_ Observatory Park Weather Buteau Site, 88. 

60. Do Bank of New South Wales Bill, 88. 

61. Recommending Police Regulation (Appeals) Bill, 88. 

62. Do Forest Vale (Share Farmers) Enabling Bill, 92. 

63. Assent to Public Trustee (Amendment) Bill, 92. 

64, Recommending Horse-breeding Bill, 95. 


65. Do Co-operation Community Settlement and Credit Bill, 103. 
66. Do Kstimates of Expenditure for 1923-1924, 107. 

67. Do Dangerous Drugs Bill, 109. 

68. Do Supply Bill (No. 2), 110. 

69. Do George’s River Bridge Bill, 113. 

70. Do Bread (Amendment) Bill, 113. 

Title Do Juvenile Migrants Apprenticeship Bill, 115. 

72. Do Royal Commissions Bill, 116. 


73. Assent to Transfer of Records Bill, 120. 

74. Do Conveyancing (Amendment) Bill, 120. 

75. Do Income Tax (Commonwealth) Collection Bill, 125. 
76. Do Supply Bill (No. 2), 125. 

77. Recommending Housing (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 133. 

78. Do Main Roads Bill, 137. 
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MESSAGES (continued) :— 
From LiIgUTENANT-GOVERNOR (continued ) :— 
79. Assenting to Dubbo Gas and Electricity Franchise Bill, 141. 
80, Recommending Metropolitan Water, Sewerage, and Drainage Bill, 150, 


Sl. Do Middle Harbour (The Spit) Bridge Bill, 150. 
82. Do Loan Estimates for 1923-1924, 155. 
83. “as Do Necropolis (Amendment) Bill, 156. 


84. Assenting to Bread (Amendment) Bill, 161. 
85, Recommending Government Savings Bank (Amendment) Bill, 161. 


86. Do Nurses Registration Bill, 167. 
37. Do Meat Industry Encouragement Bill, 167. 
58. Assenting to Child Welfare Bill, 167. 
89. Do Appropriation Bill, 168. 
90. Recommending Sydney Water Supply Amplification Bill, 171 
91. Do Metropolitan Water and Sewerage (Amendment) Bill, 171. 
92. Do Motor Vehicles (Taxation) Bill, 173. 
93. Do Government Railways (Amendment) Bill, 173. 
94, Assenting to Veterinary Surgeons Bill, 174. 
a Do George’s River Bridge Bill, 174. 
96, Do Middle Harbour (The Spit) Bridge Bill, 174. 
97. Do Loan Bill, 174. 


98, Recommending Tenants Relief and Protection Bill, 177. 
99. Assenting to Church of England Trust, Property Amendment Bill, 178, 
100. Recommending Camurra to Boggabilla Railway Bill, 184. : 


101. Do Wyalong towards Condobolin Railway Bill, 184. 

02. Do Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding Railway Bill, 184. 
103. Do Ungarie to Naradhan Railway Bill, 184. 

104, Do Regent’s Park to Bankstown Railway Bill, 184. 

105. Do Lee Wharf Extension Bill, 184. 

106. Do Hawkesbury Agricultural College (Laboratory) Bill, 185, 
107. Do Prince Alfred Hospital (Isolation Block) Bill, 185. 

103. Do Byron Bay Jetty Bill, 185. 

109. Do Katoomba Sewerage Bill, 185. 

110. Do Blackheath Water Supply Bill, 185. 

DBE Do Wollongong Sewerage Bill, 185. 

112. Assenting to Anzac Memorial (Building) Bill, 191. 

113. Do Church of England Trust Property (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 192, 
114, Do Royal Commissions Bill, 192. 

115. Do Necropolis (Amendment) Bill, 192. 

116. Recommending Water (Amendment) Bill, 197. 

UA Do Trrigation and Water (Amendment) Bill, 198. 


118, Assenting to Government Savings Bank (Amendment) Bill, 211. 
119. Recommending Curl Curl to Freshwater Tramway Bill, 212 

120. Do Haberfield to Dobroyd Point Tramway Bill, 212. 
121. Do Drummoyne to Five Dock Tramway Bill, 212. 


From ASSEMBLY TO COUNCIL :— 
Transmitting River Murray Waters Bill, 53. 


Do Maintenance Orders (Facilities for Enforcement) Bill, 54. 
Do Public Trustee (Amendment) Bill, 54. 

Do Public Service (Temporary Officers) Bill, 65. 

Do Crown Lands Amendment (Disposal) Bill, 68. 

Do Supply Bill, 76.4 

Do Veterinary Surgeons Bill, 96. 

Do Income Tax (Commonwealth) Collection Bill, 106. 

Do Child Welfare Bill, 114. 

Do Supply Bill (No 2), 118. 

Do Dubbo Gas and Electricity Franchise Bill, 121. 

Do Bread (Amendment) Bill, 127. 

Do Appropriation Bill, 153. 

Do Anzac Memorial (Building) Bill, 162, 

Do George’s River Bridge Bill, 162. 

Do Middle Harbour (The Spit) Bridge Bill, 163. 

Do Loan Bill, 164. 

Do Stock Diseases Bill, 169. 

Do | Church of England Trust Property (Amendment) Bill (No, 2), 16 
Do Necropolis (Amendment) Bill, 169, 

Do Royal. Commissions Bill, 172. 

Do Police Regulation (Appeals) Bill, 174. 

Do Co-operation Community Settlement and Credit Bill, 179. 
Do (Government Savings Bank (Amendment) Bill, 180. 

Do Camurra to Boggabilla Railway Bill, 187. 

Do Wyalong towards Condobolin Railway Bill, 187. 

Do Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding Railway Bill, 187. 
Do Ungarie to Naradhan Railway Bill, 188. 

Do Regent’s Park to Bankstown Railway Bill, 188. 

Do Lee Wharf Extension Bill, 189, 

Yo Hawkesbury Agricultural College (Laboratory) Bill, 189. 
Do Prince Alfred fLospital (Isolation Block) Bill, 189. 

Do Byron Bay Jetty Bill, 190. 

Do Katoomba Sewerage Bill, 199. 

Do Blackheath Water Supply Bil, 160. 

Do Wollongong Sewerage Bill, 191. 

Do Sydney Water Supply Amplification Bill, 193. 

Do Liquor (Amendment) Bill, 194. 

Do Parliamentary Select Committees Enabling Bill, 195. 


Do Government Riilways (Amendment) Bill, 200, 
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MESSAGES (continued) :— 
From ASSEMBLY TO CouNcIL (continued) :— 
Transmitting Metropolitan Water and Sewerage (Amendment) bill, 200 


Do Juvenile Migrants Apprenticeship bill, 206. 

Do Monopolies Bill, 207. 

Do Registration of Stock Brands (Amendment) Bill, 208. 
Do Drummoyne to Five Dock Tramway Bill, 215. 

Do Haberfield to Dobroyd Point Tramway Bill, 216. 

Do Curl Curl to Freshwater Tramway Bill, 216. 


Returning Factors (Mercantile Agents) Bill, with amendments, 49. 
Do — Sale of Goods Bill, with amendments, 50. 
Do Bank of New South Wales Bill, without amendment, 71. 
Do Public Roads (Amendment) Bill, without amendment, 78. 
Do Crown Purchases Vesting Bill, without amendment, 78. 
Do. Closer Settlement Purchases Validation Bill, without amendment, 78. 
Do Crown Lands Purchase Validation Bill, without amendment, 79. 
Do Observatory Park Weather Bureau Site Bill, without amendment, 79. 
Do Conveyancing Bill, without amendment, 90. 
Do ‘Transfer of Records Bill, without amendment, 90. 
Do Church of England Trust Property Amendment Bill, without Amendment, 169. 
Do Seat of Government Surrender (Amendment) Bill without amendment, 186, 
Do Shakespeare Tercentenary Memorial Fund Bill, without amendment, 209. 
Do Thomas Taylor Trust Estate Bill, without amendment, 209. 
Do Bishop Tyrrell Trust Act Amendment bill, without amendment, 209. 
Agreeing to Council’s amendment in the Public Trustee (Amendment) Bill, 78. 
Do Council’s amendments in the Child Welfare Bill, 158. 


Do Council’s amendment in the Anzac Memorial (Building) Bill, 174. 
Do Counce l’s amendments in the Stock Diseases Bill, 191. 

Do do do in Police Regulation (Appeals) Bill, 198. 
Do do do in the Liquor (Amendment) Bill, 207. 


Do Resolution amending Schedule Three of Gas Act, 1912, 214. 
Agreeing to time and place for holding first meeting of Joint Committee on Meat Industry 
Encouragement Bill, 198. ; 
Amending some aud agreeing to remainder of Council’s amendments in the Co-operation 
Community Settlement and Credit Bill, 214. 
Disagreeing, amending and making consequential amendment upon Council’s amendments in 
the Veterinary Surgeons Bill, 162. 
Notifying Council of appointment of Jomt Committee on Meat Industry Encouragement Bill, 
and requesting Council to appoint Members to serve on such Committee, 195. 
Requesting Council to name place and hour for the purpose of sitting together to chose a 
‘Senator in the place of the late Senator Hdward Davis Millen, 77. 
From CounciLt To ASSEMBLY :— 
Requesting Assembly to proceed with, under the 296th Standing Order, — 
Sale of Goods Bill, 14. 
Faetors (Mercantile Agents) Bill, 14. 
Boorabil Commission (Amendment) Bill, 15. 
Prisoners Detention (Amendment) Bill, 58. 
Transmitting Bank of New South Wales Bill, together with copy of Report from Select Com- 
mittee, 15. 


Do Public Roads (Amendment) Bill, 57. 

Do Seat of Government Surrender (Amendment) Bill, 57. 

Do Crown Purchases Vesting Bill, 57. 

Do Crown Lands Purchase Validation Bill, 58. 

Do Closer Settlement Purchases Validation Bill, 58. 

Do Observatory Park Weather Bureau Site Bill, 58. 

Do Conveyancing (Amendment) Bill, 58. 

Do Transfer of Records Bill, 58. 

Do Church of England Trust Property Amendment Bill, 120. 

Do Bishop Tyrrell Trust Act Amendment Bill, together with copy of Report from 
Select Committee, 120. 

Do Shakespeare Tercentenary Memorial Fund Bill, 156. 

Do Thomas Taylor Trust Estate Bill, together with Report from Select Committee, 183. 

Do Resolution amending Schedule Three of Gas Act, 1912, 212. 


Returning River Murray Waters Bill, without amendment, 68. 
Do Maintenance Orders (Facilities for Enforcement) Bill without amendment, 74. 
Do _-Publie Trustee (Amendment) Bill with an amendment, 74. 
Do Crown Lands Amendment (Disposal) Bill without amendment, 78. 
Do Public Service (Temporary Officers) Bill without amendment, 7S. 
Do Supply Bill without amendment, 79, 
Do Veterinary Surgeons Bill with amendments, 121. 
Do Income Tax (Commonwealth) Collection Bill without amendment, 121. 
Do Supply Bill( No. 2) without amendment, 122. 
Do Dubbo Gas and Electricity Franchise Bill without amendment, 136. 
Do . Child Welfare Bill, with amendments, 150. 
Do Bread {Amendment) Bill, without amendment, 153. 
Do Appropriation Bill without amendment, 164. 
Do  George’s River Bridge Bill, without amendment, 165. 
Do Middle Harbovr (The Spit) Bridge Bill, without amendment, 165. 
Do T.oan Bill, without amendment, 166. 
Do Anzac Memorial (Building) Bill, with an amendment, 172. 
Do Neercpolis (Amendment) Bill without amendment, 178. 
Do Royal Commissions Bill without amendment, 178. 
Do Church of England Trust Property (Amendment) Bill (No. 2) without amendment, 
178. 
Do Stock Diseases Bill with amendments, 178. 
Do Police Regulation (Appeals) Bill, with amendments, 192. 
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1923, 


REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL. I—-26TH PARLIAMENT—THIRD SESSION, 


MESSAGES (continued) :— 
From Cotncin ro ASSEMBLY (continued) :— 
{eturning Government Savings Bank (Amendment) Bill, without amendment, 196. 
Do Parliamentary Select Committees Hnabling Bill, without amendment, 207. 
Do Government Railways Amendment) Bill, without amendment, 207. 
Do Metropolitan Water and Sewerage (Amendment) Bill, without amendment, 208. 
Do  S8;dnoy Water Supply Amplification Bill, without amendment, 200. 
Do  C:marra to Boggabilla Railway Bill, without amendment, 201. 
Do Wyalong towards Condobolin Railway Bill, without amendment, 201. 
Do —_Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding Railway Bill, without amendment, 201. 
Do — _Ungarie to Naradhan Railway Bill, without amendment, 201, 
Do Regent’s Park to Bankstown Railway Bill, without amendment, 201. 
Do Lee Wharf Extension Bill, without amendment, 201. 
Do Hawkesbury Agricultural College (Laboratory) Bill, without amendment, 201. . 
Do _ Prince Alfred Hospital (Isolation Block) Bill, without amendment, 201. 
Do Byron Bay Jetty Bill, without amendment, 201. i 
Do Katoomba Sewerage Bill, without amendment, 202. 
Do Blackheath Water Supply Bill, without amendment, 202. 
Do Wollongong Sewerage Bill, without amendment, 202. 
Do Co-operation Community Settlement and Credit Bill, with amendments, 202. 
Do —_ Liquor (Amendment) Bili, with amendments, 203. 
Do Juvenile Migrants Apprenticeship Bill, without amendment, 209, 
Do Registration of stock Brands Bill, without amendment, 213. 
Do Monopolies Bill, without amendment, 215. 
Do Drummoyne to ive Dock Tramway Bill, without amendment, 217. 
Do —_ Haberfield to Dobroyd Point Tramway Bil, without amendnient, 220. 
Do Curl Curl to Freshwater Tramway Bill, without amendment, 220. 
Agreeing to meet Assembly to elect a Senator, and appointing time and place, 88, 
Agreeing to Assembly’s amendments in the Yactors (Mercantile Agents) Bill, 54. 
Do do do Sale of Goods Bill, 54. 
Agreeing to and appointing Members of Joint Committee to consider Meat Industry Eneourage- 
ment Bill, and fixing time and place of Meeting, 198. 
Agreeing to Assembly’s amendment upon its amendment, and the further amendment in the 
Co-operation Community Settlement, and Credit Bill, 217. 
Not insisting on its amendment disagreed to, and agreeing to Assembly’s amendment, and 
consequential amendment, upon the Council’s amendments in the Veterinary Surgeons 
Bill, 164. - 
MID-DAY :— 
Sittings after, 186, 205, 
MIDNIGHT :— 
Sittings after, 34, 36, 75, 86, 90, 98, 117, 122, 136, 138, 141, 143, 146, 151, 158, 163, 166, 172, 
175, 186, 200, 220, 
House adjourned at, 134. 
MIGRATION (See “IMMIGRATION ”), 
MILLEN, THE LATE SENATOR EDWARD DAVIS (See ‘*‘ FEDERAL”). 


MINING :— 
BELLBIRD COLLIERY, Cessnock :— 
Reference made respecting catastrophe at, and Motion made (Sir George Fuller) for adjourn- 
ment of the House, until 7 p.m., as a mark of sympathy, 39. 
Coat or Mr. Citartes L. GARLAND FOR CoMPENSATION IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN GOLD 
LEASES :— 
Motion made (Sir Charles Rosenthal) to consider Motion, as a matter of urgency, relating to, 
agreed to, 213. 
Motion made (Sir Charles Rosenthal) for suspension of Standing Orders to consider forthwith 
Motion relating to, negatived, 213. 2 
ScaARBOROUGH MINE :— 
Motion made (Mr. William Davics) for adjournment of the House under the 49th Standing 
Order to discuss the defective lamps at, negatived, 51. 
West WALLSEND COLLIERY :— 

Motion made (Mr. Baddeley) for adjournment of the House under 49th Standing Order, to 
discuss the closing down of, thereby throwing out of employment 450 employees, and 
negatived, 82. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS :— 
EARTHQUAKE DISASTER IN JAPAN :— 
Made (Sir George Fuller) as to offers of assistance in connection with, 47. 
GOVERNOR-DESIGNATE OF NEw Sourn WaAtzEs :— 

Made (Sir George Fuller) respecting appointment of Admiral Sir Dudley Rawson Stratford 

de Chair, K.C.B., as Governor of New South Wales, 95. 
LAND SETTLEMENT AND MIGRATION PROPOSALS :-— 
Made (Sir George Fuller) respecting, 104. : 
MOLONG (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
MOON’S SIDING (See ‘“‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
MORRIS, WILLIAM (See ‘‘ WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT”). 
MOTIONS :— 
By leave withdrawn, 92, (amend ment), 104. 
MOTOR ACCIDENT :— 
To Orricers or House :— 

Reference made to death of Mr. John Ramsay and injury to Mr. W. 8. Mowle, C.M.G., and 

others, and Motion made (Sir George Fuller) for adjournment of the House, until 7 p.m., 39. 
MOUNT WORKS”) (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 


MOWLE, MR. W. S., C.M.G. (See ‘‘ CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY”). 
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REFERENCES TO YH VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL, i—26TIL PARLIAMENT—THIRD SESSION, 


N 
NAMOI (See ‘‘ ELECTORAL”). 
NARADHAN (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 
NARRABEEN (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTERK ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 
NEWCASTLE (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
NEW STATES :— 
CREATION or :-— 

Standing Orders suspended as a matter of urgency to consider forthwith a Notice of Motion on 
the Business Paper relating to, 208 ; Motion made (Mfr. Drummond), That, in the opinion 
of this House; a Royal Commission should be appointed to inquire into and report upon 

: the, agreed to, 208. 
NO QUORUM :—- 

In House after commencement of Business 52, 9), 

NORTHERN SUBURBS CEMETERY (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTER 
ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
N JTICES OF MOTIONS (See also ‘‘ BUSINESS ”) ;-— 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE :-— 

Deputy-Sp2rker’s Commission ty A lminister to Members, read by Clerk, 79. 
OPENING OF THE SESSION (S2e ‘* ASSEMBLY ”; also ‘* PARLIAMENT ”), 
ORDERS OF THE DAY (See also ‘* BUSINESS ”) :— 

Government Business and General Business postponued in a bunch, 180. 

Of General Business, postponed, 185 (*), 137 (2), 171. 

Of Government Business postponed, 209), 

Discharged, 107, 134. 

Supply-—Restored to Business Paper, 145-7, 


In 


PARKES (See ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 
PARLIAMENT :— 
OPENING OF THE SESSION :— 

Proclamation read by Clerk, 1. 

Usher of the Black Rod delivers Message from Governor, 1. 

Governor's Opening Speech, 8-11; Address in Reply (Mr. Jaguwes), Debate adjourned, 11 ; 
amendment (Mr. Lun) to insert new paragraph, 15, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 35; 
amendment negatived, 86; Address agreed to, 37; Presented to Governor and reply 
reported, 39. 

PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARIAN :— 
Leave of absence to Mr. F, Walsh, and appointment of Mr. J. J. Quinn announced, 6. 
PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS :— 
ADDITIONAL LABORATORY ACCOMMODATION, HAWKESBURY AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE :— 

Motion made (i/r. Ball) that work be carried out, 179. 

ADDITIONAL SHED ACCOMMC DATION (LHe WHARF, NewcastLe Harpour) :— 

Motion made (4/7. Bal/) that work be carried out, 179. 

AbpITioNAL ACCOMMODATION FOR THE PoLice AND Prisons DEPARTMENT :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 219. 

ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO THE Posiic HeaLttH DEPARTMENT BUILDINGS :— 

Motion made (J/7. Ba/!) to refer work to, 219. 

AMPLIFICATION OF THE SEWHRAGE SYSTEM OF THE TOWN oF KATOOMBA : 

Motion made (Mr. Ba/l) that work be carried out, 180. 

BRIDGE OVER THE RricHMOND River At WoopBurRN :— 

Motion made ( i/7. Ball) to refer work to, 219. 

BriIpGE OVER THE RicHMOND River av BaLLINA STREET, LisMORE :— 

Motion made (Jr. Ba//) to refer work to, 219. 

Erection or A Pupstrc Hosprran at MANLy: 

Motion made (J/r. Ba//) to refer work to, 219. 

Extenping AND WIDENING TILE Corrign Creek SToRMWATER CHANNEL, NeWCASTLE :-—- 

Motion made (J/r, a//) to refer work to, 213. 

Improvep Witarrack ACCOMMODATION AT M&eeEWETHER-STREET, NEWCASTLE :— 

Motion made (J/7, /4//) to refer work to, 218. 

Isonation BLosk For TREATMENT oF Vaenurean Diswises, Roya Princg ALFRED HogpitaL: — 
Motion mide (Mr. Bel) that work be carried out, 18). 
New Jerry At Byron Bay : : 

Motion made (Afr. La!) that work be carried out, 180. 
RAILWAY FROM CaMURRA TO BOGJABILLA :— 

Motion made (d/r. Ba!/) that work be carried out, 179. 
RAILWAY FROM WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN :-— 

Motion made (Wr. Ball) that work be carried out, 179. 
RAarnway FROM URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon’s Siping :— 

Motion made (Mr. Bd/) that work be carried out, 179. 
RAILWAY FROM UNGARIBE TO NARADHAN :-— 

Motion made (Ar. Bal’) that work be cirried out, 179. 
RAILWAY FROM BANKSTOWN TO Reanve's PARK :— 

M otion male (1%.. Ball) that work be carried out, 179, 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITIEE ON PUBLIC WORKS (continued ) :— 
Ratbway FROM DorRIGoO TO GUYRA :— 

Motion made (J/r. Ba!l) to refer work back for further consideration (negative report having 
been furnished), and amendment (Captain Dunn) providing for construction of line forthwith, 
ruled out of order ; amendment (Mr. Mitzygérald) providing for instruction to Government 
to bring in a Bill forthwith to construct, ruled out of order, Motion agreed to, 216. 

RAILWAY FROM ST. LEONARDS TO EASTWOOD :— , 
Motion made (d/7. Ball) to refer work to, 216. 
RAILWAY FROM GILGANDRA TO TOORAWEENAH :— 
Motion made (Jr, Ball) to refer work to, 216. 
RAILWAY FROM MENDOORAN TO TOORAWEENAH !— 
Motion made (Afr. Ball) to refer work to, 217. 

RAILWAY FROM CANOWINDRA TO GREGRA :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 217. 
RAILWAY FROM TEMPE TO East HILLs :-— 
Motion made (Jr. Ball) to refer work to, 217. 
RaI~bway FROM BANKSTOWN TO GEORGE'S RIVER :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 217. 
RAILWAY FROM GORDON TO NARRABEEN :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 217. 
RAILWAY FROM GOOLOOGONG TO WIRRINYA !-—— 
Motion made (7/7. Ball) to refer work to, 217, 
RAILWAY FROM EKucowra To A Point on THE MononGc-PARKES-FoRBES LINE :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 217, 
RAtLWwAay FROM DURI TO SOMERTON :— 
Motion made (7, Bal/) to refer work to, 217. 
RAILWAY FROM WARREN TO QUAMBONE :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 217. 
RAILWAY FrRoM BomBpana TO EDEN :— 
Motion made (Wr. Ball) to refer work to, 217. 
RatLway FROM Rooty Hitt to TAHMOOR :— 
Motion made (4/7. Ball) to refer work to, 217 
RAILWAY FROM INVERELL TO ASHFORD :— 
Motion made (7. Ball) to reter work to, 217. 
RaItway FRoM BouRKE TO BARRINGUN :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to- refer work to, 217. 
RAILWAY FROM A Pornt NEAR WOLLUN, ON THE MAIN NorTHERN LINE, TO Mount GEorGe, 
ON THE Norte Coast Linr :— 
Motion made (M7. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 
RAILWAY FROM STROUD-ROAD TO PoRT STEPHENS :— 
Motion made (1/7. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 
RAILWAY FROM GRAFTON TO KILLARNEY :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 
RAILWAY FROM CASINO vIA BENALBO TO TABULAM :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 218, 
RAILWAY FROM -TENTERFIELD TO TABULAM :— 

Motion made (M7, Ball) to refer work to, 218. 

RAILWAY FRoM SANDY HoLtow, viA GULGONG, TO MARYVALE :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 215. 

RAILWAY FROM MERRIWA, VIA CassILis TO LEADVILLE :— 

Motion made (Mr, Ball) to refer work to, 218. 

RAILWAY FROM CooMA TO ADAMINABY, AND BRANCH TO DALGETY :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 

SEWERAGE FOR THE ILLAWARRA SUBURBS, WHSTERN DIVISION :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 

SEWERAGE SYSTEM FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF WOLLONGONG :— 

Motion made /Mr. Ball) that work be carried out, 180. 

TRAMWAY ALONG LyoNsS-ROAD, DRUMMOYNE, TO Five Dock :-— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) that work be carried out, 215, 
TRAMWAY FROM HABERFIELD TO DoBproyp Point :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) that work be carried out, 215. 
TRAMWAY FROM CuRL CURL TO FRESHWATER :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) that work be carried out, 216, 

TRAMWAY FROM LONGUEVILLE, VIA BURNS BAy ROAD, AND FIGTREE BRIDGE TO GLADESVILLE :— 

Motion made (My. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 

TRAMWAY FROM CHATSWoop TO THE NORTHERN SUBURBS CEMETERY :-— 

Motion made (J/7. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 

TRAMWAY FROM RyDE TO THE NoRTHERN SUBURBS CEMETERY :— 

Motion made (Afr. Bal/) to refer work to, 218. : 

TRAMWAY FROM CROWN-SPREET TERMINUS, VIA TODMAN-AVENUE, TO THE LA Prrouse Linu 
AT ANZAC-PARADE :— 
Motion made (Mr, Ball) to refer work to, 218. 
WATER SUPPLY FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF BLACKHEATH :— 
Motion made (Mv. Ball) that work be carried out, 180. 
WATER SUPPEY FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF TAREE :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 
WatTER SUPPLY FOR THE Mounicrpauity oF Moone ;— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 218. 

WoRKS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF WATER ON THE LACHLAN RIVER :— 

Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to, 219. 
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PETITIONS :— 
In REFERENCE TO SPEECH DELIVERED IN HovusE :— 
Presented from William Joseph Thomas and ruled out of order, 40. 


POINTS OF ORDER (See also ‘* SPEAKER”) :— 
Taken in Division, 36. 
Reported from Committee, 104, 108. 


POISONS ACT :— 

Motion made (Mr. MeTiernm) for the adjournment of the House under the 49th Standing 
Order to discuss the recent proceedings under, in connection with the sale of drugs and 
negatived, 84, ; 

POLICE DEPARTMENT (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS ”), 


PONY RACING (See ‘‘ RACING ”), 


PORT STEPHENS (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON . PUBLIC 
WORKS ”). 


POSTPONEMENTS (See ‘‘ BUSINESS”), 


PRESIDENT OF U.S.A, :— 
Motion made (Sir George Fuller) expressing sympathy of House with widow and people of 
America on death of Warren Harding, President of U.S.A., 1 ; acknowledgment reported, 
119. 


PRINCE ALFRED HOSPITAL (See ‘“* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PUBLIC WORKS”). : 


PRINTING COMMITTEE (See ‘‘ COMMITTEES ”). 
PRISONS (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 
PROCLAMATIONS :— 


On opening Session of Parliament, read by the Clerk, 1. 
PRO FORMA BILL—LAW OF EVIDENCE BILE (See ‘‘ BILLS”). 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT BUILDINGS (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS’). 


PUDDIFOOT (See “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). 
PURCELL, Mr. M, (See “SYDNEY HARBOUR TRUST’”’). 


Q 


QUAMBONE (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 


QUESTION :— 
‘That the Question be now put,” passed, 36, 37 (?), 48-9, 65, 72, 85, 89, 98, $9, 100, 101, 114, 
116, 122, 134, 140 (without division) ; 142, 146, 147, 156, 186, 193, 194, 199, 204, 205, 206, 
208 (without division), 219. 


QUINN, MR. J. J. (See “PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARIAN”). 
QUORUM (See **NO QUORUM”), 


RACING :— 
ConpucT AND CoNTROL OF Pony :— 
Motion made (Mr. O’ Halloran) for Select Committee, 98, Member discharged and added, 143, 
leave given to report from time to time and to make visits of inspection, 198 ; empowered 
by Act No. 35, 1923, to sit during any adjournment or prorogation of Parliament, 207; 
Progress Report brought up, 208. 


RAILWAYS :— 
Basic WAGE :— 
Motion made (M7. Stuwart-Robertson) for adjournment of the House, under the 49th Standing 
Order, to discuss the failure of the Department to pay increases from date of publication, 
and negatived, 98. 
Ciaims oF Mr. Grorcr H, Diners :— 
Motion made (Mf. Walker) for Select Committee, agreed to, 92. 
Leave given to sit during the sittings or any adjournment of the Honse, 126, 207 (Progress 
Report). 
COMMISSION FROM OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA TO INQUIRE INTO :— 
Motion made (Af. Davidson) for the adjournment of the House, under the 49th Standing Order, 
to discuss the expressed intention of the Government to appoint, aud negatived, 89, 
ERNEST GRANT: Conspiracy TO DEFRAUD COMMISSIONERS :— 
Motion made (Mr. Loxton) for adjournment of the House, under the 49th Standing Order, to 
discuss the refusal of the Minister for Justice to hold an inquiry into, and negatived, 74-5. 
BANKSTOWN TO GEORGE’S RIVER :— : 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
21 is 
BANKSTOWN TO REGENT’s PARK :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) that work be carried out, 179, 
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RAILWAYS (contineed ) :— 


BompBaLa TO EDEN : . : ‘ , 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Warks, 
217, 
BouRKE TO BARRINGUN !— ; - , whihee 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
217. 
CAMURRA TO BOGGABILLA :— 
Motion made (M7. Ball) that work be carried out, 179. 
CANOWINDRA TO GREGRA :— ‘ : ; 
Motion made (Vr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
217. 
Casino via BENALBO TO TABULAM : — ; ‘ we 
Motion made (Jr, Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218, 
Cooma To ADAMINABY, AND Brancu To DALGEry :—- ; . : osc 
Motion made (Wr. Bal/) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 
218. 
Dorrico To GuYyRa :—- : : ; 
Motion made (M+, Bul/) to refer work back for further consideration (negative report having 
been furnished) and amendment (Captain Dunn) to provide for construction of line forthwith 
—Ruled out of order. Amendment (Mr. Fitzgerall) providing for instruction to Govern- 
ment to bring in a bill forthwith to construct—Luled out of order. Motion agreed to, 216. 
Deri to SoMERTON :— ; ] : 
Motion made (4/7. Bal?) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
217. 
EvGowRa TO A POINT ON THE Mononc-PArkes-ForRBES LINE :— : 
Motion made (Af. Bal/) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
ihe 
GILGANDRA TO TOORAWEENAH :— 
Motion made (J/7. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
216. 
GooLooconG To WIRRINYA:-~ , } 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
217. 
GorDON TO NARRABEEN :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ba'l) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
217. 
Grarron TO KILLARNEY :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218, 
INVERELL TO ASHFORD :— ; 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
217. 
MENDOORAN TO TOORAWEENAH !— 
Motion made (Mr. Bal/) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
217. 
Merriwa via Cassinis To LEADVILLE :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218. 
Roory Hin to TAHMOOR ;— 
Motion made (Wr. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
217. 
Sanpy HonLiow wa GuLGonG to MARYVALE :— 
Motion made (M7. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218. 
St. Leonarps To Hastwoop :— 
Motion made (d/r. Bal) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
216. 
Stroup Roap vo Port SrerHENS :— 
Motion made (Mr, Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218. 
TEMPE To East HI ts :—~ 
Motion made (J/r, Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
PALTIE : 
TENTERFIELD TO TABULAM :-— ; 
Bou made (M7, Bal’) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218. 
Uncartise to NARADIMAN :— 
Motion made (Ar, Bal/) that work be carried out, 179. 
URANQUINTY TOWARDS MOON’s SIDING :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) that work be carried out, 179. 
WARREN TO QUAMBONE :— 
eee aoe (Vr, Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
eran 
Wotten, on tue Mats Norruerx Lrxg, ro Mount’ Grorce, oN THE NortH Coast Line, 
Starting From a Port Near Wouien :— 
piogon made (Ur. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
2182 
WYALONG TOWARDS CoNDOBOLIN :— 
Motion made (A/r. Ball) that work be carried out, 179. 


RAMSAY, MR. JOHN (see ‘DEATH OF MR. JOHN RAMSAY, WANSARD STAFF, &c.”). 


ae PARK (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON- PUBLIC 
VORKS ”), 


INDEX. xxtil 


1929; 


R 
REPLY (See also ‘MEMBERS ’’) :— 
Member speaking in—interrupted by Question ‘That member be not further heard”, 156. 
RESCISSION OF VOTE OF HOUSE :— 

Standing and Sessional Orders suspended as a matter of urgency, motion made (Sir George 
Fuller) for the rescission of a vote which negatived motion ‘‘That leave be given to 
Committee of Supply to sit again,” aud for the restoration of ‘Supply ” to Business 
Paper, agreed to, 145-7. 

RICHMOND RIVER (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS ”). 

ROOTY HILL (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 

ROYAL PRINCEK ALFRED HOSPITAL (See ‘* HOSPITALS ”’). 

RYDE (See ‘*‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


Ss 


SANDY HOLLOW (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON. PUBLIC 
WORKS”). 

SCARBOROUGH (See ‘* MINING”). 

SCULLY, PATRICK CHARLES, ESQUIRE (See ELECTORAL”). 

SCULLY, WILLIAM JAMES, ESQUIRE (See ‘* ELECTORAL”). 

SELECT COMMITTEES (See «COMMITTEES ”), 

SENATE (See “ FEDERAL”). 


SESSIONAL ORDERS :— 
Passed, 41 (*), 93. 
Motion to suspend Standing and Sessional Orders, as a matter of Urgency, for the recission of 
a vote negativiiig motion ‘‘ That leave be given to Committee of Supply to sit again” and 
the restoration of Supply as an Order of the Day, agreed to, 145-7. 
Boustyess Days anp Hour of Msrrine (SESSIONAL ORDER) :— 
Motion male (Sir Gage Muller) That unless otherwise ordered, this House shall meet for 
despatch of business at Four o’clock p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in each 
week, and amendment (Jr. Flannery) to leave out the word ‘‘ Four” and insert the word 
“Two” instead thereof —negatived, Sessional Order passed, 41. 
Precedence of Business, 41. ‘ 
Do do on Tuesdays, 93. 
Additional Sitting Day (’riday), 138. 
SEWERAGE (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”), 
SOMERTON (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 


SPEAKER :— 
Robert Bruce Walker, Esquire, appointed Deputy for this day only, 6, 13, 17, 19, 22, 24, 25, 27, 
29, 31, 33, 35. 
Lays on Table Warrant appointing Temporary Chairmen of Committees, 5. 
Do do do do Committee of Klections and ()ualifications, 5; reports 
; maturity of warrant, 22. 
Lays papers on Table, 13, 19, 207. 
Leaves chair, by consent, from Thursday till Monday, 191. 
Reads Governor’s Opening Speech, 8-11. 
Reports Deputy Speaker’s Commission to administer Oath to Members, 97. 
Reports having granted Leave of Absence to Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, in consequence 
of motor accident, 39. 
Announces his pleasure at return of clerk to duty, and expresses appreciation of Mr. Boydell’s 
services as Acting Clerk, 133. 
Announces approval of Lieutenant-Governor to certain standing orders, 165. 
Reports Commission, and administers Oaths to Mr. 8S. G. Boydell, Acting Clerk of the 
Legislative Assembly, 39. ; 
Acting Clerk informs the House of unavoidable absence of, and Dzputy-Speaker takes the 
Chair, 63, 67. 
Enters House and takes Chair during sitting, CS. 
RULINGS OF :— 
Pecuniary INTEREST OF MemMBeR IN QUESTION BEFORE THE House :— 
In Division— Votes Challenged,—That it was not competent for him to decide whether a Member 
had a pecuniary interest, —a substantive motion disallowing votes might be moved at a later 
stage, 36. 
PETITION IN REFERENCE TO SPEECH :— : 
That a petition prayiny to be heard in person at the Bar of the House in reference to a speech 
delivered in the House could not be entertained, 40. 
On Morrons FoR ADJOURNMENT OF THE House UNDER THE 49TH STANDING ORDER -— 
That a motion drawn from the Box after 6°30, at which hour Government Business tock 
' precedence of General Business, could not be entertained, 126, 179. 
That motion respecting sentences inflicted «n persons addressing meetings in streets was the 
subject of an appeal or a pending appeal, and could not be discussed, 45. ; 
That che motion respecting failure of the Government to adopt a progressive policy to alleviate 
distress due to unemployment was not definite and did not embrace a single specific 
matter of recent occurrence and was therefore out of order, 58. : ; 
That he would not rule out of order the motion, ‘‘ Urgent necessity for financial assistance to 
necessitous farmers” on the ground that the matter had been dealt with on the 
Estimates—the question of urgency he could not decide, 186. 


XX1Vv INDEX. 


SPEAKER (continued) :— 
RuLines oF (continued) :— 
On Points oF ORDER REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE :— 
That the Chairman was correct in Ruling, That no amendment could be made to the Agreement 
which constituted the Schedule to the Income-tax (Commonwealth) Collection Bill, 104. 
That the Chairman was correct in ruling, That the proposed new clause in the Child Welfare 
Bill was out of order, inasmuch as it would so widen the scope of the Bill as to embrace 
cases of relief to people not contemplated, and for that reason went beyond the scope of 
the Bill, and would also impose an additional burden on the Crown, 108. 
Ruines or Dereuty :— : . 
ON AMENDMENTS TO MOTION REMITTING A WorRK TO PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
Pustic Works FoR FURTHER CONSIDERATION :— : 
That the amendments proposed to, providing (a) for the construction of the work forthwith ; 
and (4) for an instruction to the Government to bring in a Bill at once for the construction of 
the work—were contrary to the Provisions of the Public Works Act, and could not be 
accepted, 216. : ; 
On Motions ror ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE UNDER THE 49TH STANDING ORDER :— 
That the motion respecting killing of Perey Carratt by Puddifoot, sexual pervert, was not sub 
judice as an appeal had not been lodged, and was in order, 64. 


SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT (See ‘‘ ADJOURNMENT ”). 


STANDING ORDERS (See also ‘‘ COMMITTEES ”) :— 
Sessional Order appointing Committee, 41. 
Motion to suspend to bring in and pass Bill as far as 2° in one day, 194. 
Motion to suspend to bring in and pass Bills through all stages in one day, Urgency, 195, 
215, (8). 
Motion da suspend to bring in and pass Supply Bill through all stages in one day, 75, 117. | 
Motion to suspend Standiag and Sessional Orders, as a matter of Urgency, for the rescission of 
a vote negativing motion ‘‘That leave be given to Committee of Supply to sit again and 
for the restoration of ‘‘ Supply ” as an Order of the Day, 145-7. ‘ 
Motion to suspend, as a matter of urgency, to consider a Notice of Motion on the Business 
Paper forthwith, 208. , : 
Motion to suspend to consider a Notice of Motion, negatived, (Urgency Motion having been 
agreed to), 2138. 
REFERENCE TO CoMmITTEE :-— ; : 
Motion made (Sir George Fuller) referring certain matters to the Committee for consideration, 70. 
Proprosep New Sranpine Orper No, 1134 AND AMENDMENT OF STanpiING OrpeER No. 111 :— 
Motion made (Mr. Oakes) that House agrees to and adopts, as recommended by the Standing 
Orders Committee, agreed to, 156 ; Lieutenant-Governor’s approval reported, 165. 
STATE ENTERPRISES :— 
Cask oF Mr. FRANK GRIBBEN, LATE OF DEPARTMENT OF :— : 
Motion made for Select Committee and debate adjourned, 140; Debate resumed, motion 
agreed to, 180; Report brought up, 198. 
ST, LEONARDS (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIO WORKS ”). 
STROUD-ROAD (See ‘*‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 


SUPPLY (See also ‘“‘ FINANCE”’) :-— 
Motion, ‘‘ That leave be given to sit again, negatived,” 143. 
RESCISSIUN OF NEGATIVE VoTE—RESTORATION OF ORDER OF THE Day :— ; 
Standing and Sessional Orders suspended, as a matter of Urgency, Motion made (Sir George 
Fuller) for the recission of a vote negativing motion ‘‘ That leave be given to Committee 
of Supply to sit again” and the restoration of Supply as an Order of the Day, agreed 
to, 145-7, 


SYDNEY HARBOUR TRUST :— 
Case oF Mr. M. Purcent :— 


Motion made for Select Committee and for leave to sit during the sittings of the House, agreed 
to, 140; Report brought up, 175. 


fy 


TABULAM (See ** PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
TAHMOOR (See ** PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
TAREE (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 
TEMPE (See “ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ah 
TENDERS (See ‘‘GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS ”). 

TENTERFIELD (See “* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC:-WORKS ”) 
TERKIN (See ‘‘ WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT”). 

THOMAS, MR. WILLIAM JOSEPH (See ‘‘ PETITIONS ”). 

TITLES :-— 


Motion made (Mr. George Cunn) that the granting of, is contrary to the sentiment of the 
citizens of New South Wales, agreed to, 72. 


TODMAN AVENUE (See ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTER ON PUBLIC 
WORKS ”). 


TOORAWEENAH (See ‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMIT EE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”), i 
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1923. 


TRAMWAYS :-— 
Cuatswoop To THE NORTHERN SuBURBS CEMETERY :-— 
Motion made (Mr, Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218, 
Crown-STREET TERMINUS via TODMAN-AVENUE TO THE LA Perouse Linn at ANzAc PARADE :— 
Motion made ( Mr. bal’) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218. 
Curt Curt To FrRusIWATER :— 
Motion made (Mr. Ball) that work be carried out, 216. 
HABERFIELD TO Dosroyp Point :— 
Motion made (J/r. Bal’) that work be carried out, 215. 
LoNGUEVILLE, v.a-Bugy’s Bay Roap. anv Fic-tren Brinds, TO GLADESVILLE :-— 
Motion made (.M. Ball) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218, 
Lyoys’-RoAD, DrumMMoyNe, To Five Dock :— 
Motion made (Wr. Ba//) that work be carried out, 215, 
Rype To tuk NORTHERN Suburss CEMETERY :— 
Motion made (Mr. Lul/) to refer work to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
218. 


U 


UNGARIE (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS ”), 
URANQUINTY (See *‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEK ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
URGENCY :— : 
Urgency motion agreed to, suspension of Standing Orders negatived, 213. 
Debate on Motion continued after 6°30 p m. on Tuesday, 145-7. 
Motion to suspend Standing and Sessional Orders, as a matter of Urgency to move a motion 
(a) for the rescission of a vote negativing Motion ‘‘ That leave be given to Committee of 
Supply to sit again,” and (b) for restoration of Supply as an Order of the Day, 145-7. 
Motion male as a matter of, to suspend Standing Orders to bring in aud pass Bills through all 
stages in one day, 195, 215 (*). 
Motion made, asa matter of, to suspend Standing Orders, io pass Billas far as 2” in one day, 194. 
Motion made, as a matter of, to suspend Standing Orders, to consider a Notice of Motion on 
the Notice Paper forthwith, 208. 
Motion made, as a matter of, to consider a Notice of Motion, without Notice, 213. 
USHER OF THE BLACK ROD:-— 
Delivers Message from Governor, L. 
UNEMPLOYED :— 
Motion made (Mr. Murphy) for adjournment of the House, under the 49th Standing Order, to 
discuss the failure of the Government to adopt a progressive policy for the purpose of 
alleviating distress due to number of, and ruled out of order, 58. 


VACANT SEAT (See ‘‘ ELECTORAL”). 

VENEREAL DISEASE (See ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTER ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”). 

VOTE (See ‘*‘ MEMBERS”). 


W 


WALKER, ROBERT BRUCE, ESQUIRE (See ‘‘ CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTERS ”). 
WALSH, MR. F. (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARIAN ”). 
WARREN (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 
WATER CONSERVATION (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS ”). 
WATER SUPPLY (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEH ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”). 
WAYS AND MEANS (See * FINANCE”), 
WEST WALULSEND (See ‘‘ MINING”). 
WHARVES (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”), 
WIRRINYA (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
WOLLONGONG (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITIEEK ON PUBLIC WORKS ”), 
WOLLUN (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENLARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”), 
WOODBURN (see ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT :— 
Cask ov WitttAmM Morris, or Forest Lopce :— ys h.< 
Motion made (Mr. Stuart-Robei tion) for Select Committee to inquire into, arising out of action 
Morris y. Terkin for compensation under, and debate interrupted by Government Bu:iness 
taking precedenze at 6°30 o’c'ock, 104, 
WYALONG (See ** PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”), 
J 1¢€s99—D 
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PAPERS. 


A 


ABATTOIRS (See ‘‘ STATE ABATTOIRS ”). 
ABORIGINES PROTECLION BOARD :— 
Regulations under Act, 8. 


Report for the year ended 30th June, 1923, 149... ..0s.secsecsssoncctieaneasopienmcesessace tsinltnt val caine ds Boo [hse ® jotend? al 427 
PRODUCE AND SaLeE STORE AccoUNT :— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 63 0c... ce cceeee rece een ees sco Al Val eee 1 431 


ADAMSTOWN (See ‘‘ RAILWAYS”). 
ADDRESSES :— 
ALPHABETICAL REGISTER OF ADDRESSES AND ORDERS :— | 
Sesstonl. Pages ca sccua ane iene neea Oe ORG elen eked Lise Te Te TERRE RG ita eaten ee acme mee ene Am 241 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (See also ‘“‘ DISTRICT COURTS ACT, 1912”). 
ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATE OF THE LATE THOMAS STEELE GREHAN, OF QUIRINDI :— 
Progress Report frem Select Committee, 220. ..c.:.v..-spersssustt-aeacsasue envuses tac ths enon eeome huawei siete ML? te teins 1 rf 
Me. F. C. Leaesr, J.P.—Cooramunpra Licaensinc Court :— } F 
Papers respecting the relieving of, of his position as a member of the Cootamundra Licensing 
Court, 141. 
REMARKS BY THE JUNEE PoLICE MAGISTRATE IN CONNECTION WITH A CASE AGAINST A JUVENILE 
IMMIGRANT :--- 
Statement respecting, 197, 
ADVANCE TO TREASURER (See ‘“‘ FINANCE”’), : 


AGENT-GENERAL:— 
Report by Premier on office of, in London (Laid on Table of Assembly only), DT ..cccccerceceeenesaes 24 Wl Gedo 3 1241 
AGRICULTURE (See also ‘‘ SROWN LANDS”; also ‘‘ IRRIGATION ”):— 
Report of Department for year ended 30th June, 1923, 168. coo. csccssesescseensosesceaeseuss Ggectaeseeweh 92” Set) Seana 1 33 
FopDER CONSERVATION :— 
Report: by De“Elwood Mead, 73. ‘agentes wceeacalpiseneteeoi es spud aeahly sangeet uaan ates deaeee suleaeeuenente sss ea gee 1 65 
Soutn Coast-Monxaro TABLELAND !— 
Report by the Land Development and Settlement Committee, 211......s:0000. sesssccsesesnsesscennnees] 9° | wea ees 1 297 
Wuear AREA :— | 
Memorandum by the Government Statistician regarding the area of New South Wales within 
which experience has shown that wheat for grain can be grown profitably, 33...........cs00:0-| 88 | senses 1 73 


Wueat Poots :— 
Recommendation of the Board appointed to assess the amount of compensation payable by the 
Government in respect of losses caused through faulty administration of the 1916-17 and 
1917-18 Wheat Pools (Lad on Table of Assembly only), 2...ciccccscesvecsccccecseveeces ce sesteatent Pe PM OO | Reames Se L 79 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES AND EXPERIMENT FARMS :— 
Farm Account:— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 43......cccc00 sesaeesseseees Noe |e nsag% 1 63 
AGRICULTURAL SEEDS ACT, 1921 :— 
Amended Regulations, 110. 
AMBULANCE TRANSPORT SERVICE :— 
Regulations under Act, 8. 
Report of Board for years ended 30th June, 1922, and 30th June, 1923, 149.........ccc.ccsceceeeeeees pee MI > metineles 1 433 
Statement respecting attendances of at fires, 155. 
ANDERSON, MR. W. T. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
ARCHITECTS ACT :— 
Regulations under, 7. 
ART GALLERY (See ‘NATIONAL ART GALLERY ”). 
ARTHUR, MR. BRUCE MURRAY (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”), 
ASSEMBLY :— 
SESSIONAL PAPERS :— 
Alphabetical List of Members (Facing page 1) 
Alphabetical Register of Bills 


er ee ee ee ee eT re i i) 


ifecgise a aayabirolnts tie was coin dele aS'a e eva eb rapiacantuearen isis mnie oulie ace cere: eGR RE EEE 1 235 
Do do Addressey amd Ordere.t.t 82n sesccucaden steer eit oe ee 1 241 
Attendances of Members in Divisions and Counts-out......::+01..s.0es0e.ssscvscceeiey ibe eee 1 231 
Business of the Séasion-<j.cis1s000.cearame camerdees cess eeeeene faecal CHER Ce ee 1] 233 
Business undisposed of at the close of the Session...............c+ sseccsscossnserseecacecstesecceeceve aveceecs 1 223 
Proclamation proroguing Parliament ..........0e.ccceecee ceca eseres dia sto sleacplva otto cals lesion eit case sero RN lela ss ee 1 22] 
Reports from Printing Gommittee, Nos. 1 to 16 0 eee ] 305 
Standing and Select Committees appointed during the Session..........csccccsessesecsesseescsscecsecseses 1 243 
Votes and Proceedings, Nos... to BB. °.1,....ssaihs aeagieeedn set ns a ee 1 ee 
Weekly Reports of Divisions in Committee of the Whole, Nos. 1 to 11. ccscccsccccscsecceccecccecee 1 245 


Treasury Regulations under, 23. 


AUDITOR-GENERAL (See ‘“‘ FINANCE,” also “STATE ENTERPRISES 2 ere 
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM :— 


Report of Trustees for year ended 30th June, 1928, 197. aes een rere ee el tices co bh ee 1 307 
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BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES BILL :— 


Report from Select Committee (Laid on Table of Council only), 15. (See Joint Vol. 1, 2nd 
Session, 1922.) 


WOR OOF ee Peer cease soared ecerevace-ceeerereeerued ade 


BARLOW, MR. H. D. (See ‘“‘PUBLIC SERVICE”), 
BASDEN, MR. R. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
BAYLISS (See ‘ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”), 
BELLBIRD COLLIERY DISASTER (See ‘*‘ MINING”). 
BELLEVUE HILL (See ‘“TRAMWAYS”), . 
BELMONT (See ‘*RAILWAYS”) 
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ASSEMBLY 
VoLuMnh, 


JOINT 
VOLUMES. 


Papers—continued. 


B 
BILLS :— 

mipnaperigal Register oft Sasol. Paper Wii cpacedeise acavectadssuusiesdscnowess€ieg iendad aea¥lnwdaanarves 
BISHOP TYRRELL TRUST ACT AMENDMENT BILL :— 

Report from Select Committee (Laid on Tatle of Council only), 120.......c.ccecee cecnereesneqeesaneeees 
BLACKHEATH (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
BLIND (See “SYDNEY INDUSTRIAL BLIND INSTISUTION ”). 

BONDI (See ‘‘TRAMWAYS”). 

BOGGABILLA (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDIN'( COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 

BOREE SHIRE (See ‘‘LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 

BOSTOCK, DR. JOHN (‘‘ See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE ”). : 

BOTANIC GARDENS, GARDEN PALACE GROUNDS, GOVERNMENT DOMAINS, CENTEN- 
* NIAL PARK, AND STATE NURSERY, CAMPBELLTOWN :— 

Peoponoshow.1o2 lied Qian lange dabaan ane he er dieters, Aine: Ey A PE a rem eR et et Ly A ot eave ge 

es Dr Pt eat Ue Re MN tage NN hate igtascisrce teens yep a eek Mocs dion coedenets 
BRANAGAN, MR. F. J. (See ‘“PUBLIC SERVICE”). 

BRIDGES (See ‘*‘ LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
BROADMEADOW (See “ RAILWAYS ”’). 
BROKEN HILL WATER SUPPLY ADMINISTRATION ACT, 1915 :— 

By-laws under, 47. 

BROOKS, MR. J. K. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
BROOME, MR. S. A. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
BROWN, MR. A. C. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
BUCKINGHAM, DR. S. A. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
BUILDING AND CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES :-— 

Report of Registrar for year ended 3)th June, 1922, 8 
BURROWA (See ‘* LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
BUSINESS :— 

Undisposed of at close of Session (Sessional Paper) 

Of the Session (Sesstonal Paper) 
BY-LAWS :— 

Broken Hill Water Supply Administration Act, 1915, 47. 

Burren Bore Water Trust, 161. 

Hay Irrigation Act, 1902, 6. 

Hunter District Water Supply and Sewerage Acts, 1892-1906, 67 (*). 

Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Acts, 1880-1916, 7, 71. 

Quambone Bore Water Trust, 161. 

University of Sydney, 7, 31 ; (Wesley College), 7. (St. Andrew's College), 7, 63. 

Walgett Bore Water Trust, 161. 

BYRON BAY (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”), 


Oe 


ee ee ee eC Pe i eC i ee 


Pe See ee ee eee ee ee eee ee ee rr ey ee 


C 
CAMPBELLTOWN STATE NURSERY :— 
Report for 1921, 40 
Cs AE BOS A aS oe ane an ao 
CAMURRA (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 
CANOWINDRA (See ‘‘LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
CARTWRIGHT, MISS D. D. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
CASINO (See ‘‘ RAILWAYS.”) 
CENTENNIAL PARK :— 
Report for 1921, 40 
teport for 1922, 19 
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- Inquiry by Mr. W. M. Fincham, Special Magistrate, Children’s Court, regarding punishment. 


of, 97. 
CHILDREN’S COURT (See “PRISONS”; also “CHILD WELFARE DEPARTMENT”). 
CHRISTIE, MR. J. L. (See ‘“‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
CHRISTMAS RELIEF WORK (See “UNEMPLOYED ”). 
CITY COUNCIL :— 
Resumption a Martin-place Scheme, Plan, 129. 


©) do In substitution of Plan tab'ed Ist November, 1923) 


(Laid on Table of Assembly only), 184 ......... 

SLOSER SETTLEMENT ACTS :— 

Regulations and forms under, 8, 105. 

Return showing the surrender and allotment of land under, 71. 
CLOSER SETTLEMENT FUND (See ‘“‘ FINANCE”) 
COAL MINING (See ‘‘ MINING”’). 
COBLEY, MR. WILLIAM (See ‘* LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
COHEN, MR. B. J. (See ‘* PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
COMMISSIONS :— 

Roya :— 


_Lunacy Lew anl Administration, with Notes of Evidence and Appendices, 8....... 
FEDERAL TAXATION :— 


Reports Nos. 1 to 15, 49, 59, 69, 79, 89, 98, 107, 122; 182, 138, 144, 158, 165, 175, 215.........6.. | 
Pusiic Accounts :— 
First Report (26th Parliament), 23 
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C 
COMMITTEES (See also “ ELECTORAL” (continued) i— 


STANDING ORDERS :— 

Report from (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 185 .....65. Peek ee eet be tonne eeeeenesneneen Coaeenes 
SELECT :— 
Assembly :— 


Ce 


Case of Mr. Frank Gribben, late of Department of State Enterprises (Report), 198..... spAneoRGado: 
Claims of George H. Dingle against the Railway Commissioners, (Progress Report), 207.......- 
Conduct and Administration of Pony Racing (Progress Report), 208 .....cssserecsesnseenerren ese ere ees 
Casecol Mri MePurcell (hemor) wa iimite cues csersennanadice eleea acess Nr 8 i eter t tei Wi Sr Bit 
Administration of the Housing Board (Progress Report), 208........ccccc cree eeee ee ree eee enenee cree nt nese: 
Administration of the Estate of late Thomas Steele Grehan, of Quirindi (Progress Report), 220_ | 
Council :— 

Bank of New South Wales Bill (Report), 15. (See Joint Vol.1, 2nd Session, 1922)... veer 
Bishop Tyrrell Trust Act Amendment Bill (Report), 120 .vciccscsceseerecseecnenee tense ner eesene nea ce seas 
Thomas Taylor Trust Estate Bill (Report), 183... ..00..:.cssssgesersectrresenees APRA NORE Seb neahe pcmcia car baHior 


COMMONS REGULATION ACT, 1898 :— 
Regulations under, 197. : ¢ 
COMMONWEALTH (See ** FINANCE,” also “ CONFERENCES,” also “‘ FEDERAL,” also ‘‘ NEW 
STATE” IN NORTHERN NEW SOUTH WALES”). “ 
SONDOBOLIN (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
CONFERENCES :— 
Memoranda, Reports of Debates, and Decisions arrived at by the Conference of Commonwealth 
and State Ministers, held at Melbourne, May-June, 1923, 47 (Printed by Council only) 
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND (See ‘‘ FINANCE’). 
CONVEYANCING ACT :— 
Regulation under, 6. 
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES :— 
Report of Registrar for year ended 30th June, 1922, § ........sssceseees do ecoandnaanuene noaco.1 a0 qe gnonoe " 
COOTAMUNDRA (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE ”). 
CROWN LANDS :— 
Report of Department, and Western Land Board for year ended 30th June, 1923, 211.......-.- 
Report of Department, Soldiers’ Settlement, and Western Land Board for the year ended 30th 
June, 1922 (Laid on Table of Council only). (See Joint Vol. 1, 2nd Session, 1922) 
Regulations and forms under Acts, 8. 
RETURNED SOLDIERS’ SETTLEMENT :-~ 
Produce and Trading Account.—Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 
seridinenes MGCP By ay nk consann aot aricmasttees Mies Metta cece Melnie rates Pan teblasa guivaeecedtanan ancrens capleiten ema eee 
PusBiic PuRPOSsES :— 
Abstract of, intended to be dedicated to, 8, 51, 57, 131, 143. 
DeEpIcATIon oF CERTAIN LANDs :— 
Gazette Notices dealing with the, 8, 19, 25, 57, 105, 126, 143, 163, 177. 
Do do covering Garden Island, Port Jackson, 19, 
SoutH Coast-Monaro TABLELAND :— 
Report on by the Land Development and Settlement Committee, (Laid on Table of Assembly 
OLA) DVL eS esis aicich de bn ea hick oe QU Ras eI eer Sao TT Sea AE ee eee, nee 
WESTERN LANDS ACTS :— 
Particulars of leases issued under, 8, 126. 
Notice or INTENTION TO DECLARE THAT CONDITIONAL PURCHASES, &C., SHALL VEASE TO BE 
VOIDABLE :— 
Homestead Selection No. 1920/4, Land District of Inverell, portions 17 and 23, parish of 
McDonald, county of Arrawatta, 8. 
CURL CURL (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
CURLWAA (See ‘‘IRRIGATION ”’). 


cer anererees 
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DACEY GARDEN SUBURB (See ‘‘ HOUSING”). 
DAVIDSON, MR. D. L. (See ““ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
DENTISTS ACT, 1912 :— 
Regulations under, 110. 
DINGLE, MR. GEORGE H. (See ‘“‘ RAILWAYS”). 
DISTRICT COURTS ACT, 1912 :— 
Amendment in Scale of Fees to be charged in District Courts for service or attempted service 
of a default summons, 135. | 
DIVISIONS :— | 
Attendances of Members in Divisions and Counts-out (Sessional Paper’) ..cccccecereecseeee dean oegenteon | 
In CoMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE :— | 
Weekly Reports, Nos-*1 ito 1] 6 tcceVasees 0.3 anea sion ae coca com ote rer cane sete eee gene mee ene 
aeons POINT (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC) 
WORKS”). 
DORRIGO (See ** RAILWAYS ”). 
DRUMMOYNE (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 


K 


EDUCATION (See also ‘‘ PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1912”) :— 

Report of Minister for 1922, 95. 
MENTAL DEFECTIVES :— 

Report of Miss L. M. Hodgkinson, Department of Education on, (Laid cn Table of Assembly 
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JOINT 


FIRE BRIGADES :— 
Report by Professor Warren on ladder used at Circular Quay Station, 197. 
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VoLuUME. _ VOLUMES. 
VOL. |) PAGE: “| VOle | PAGE. 
Papers — continued. 
E 
‘ EDUCATION (See also ‘‘ PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1912” (continued) :— 
SYDNEY GRAMMAR ScuHooL :— 
Report of Trustees for 1922) 191 2...ccusecencnnnes Ho iaeeeee SER AdCR ca oNDone ee qeGDe DoNCO NN Onc pienrenaeesnoen lca i! puede 1 387 
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY :— : 
Eeepereor oenate for 922 Wns vous Svcadnenscscto aseaens Mae tere ste te) Ns Shee Se PN AS, iatetemng ay ne SoC eT tt Oe agers ft o$1 
ELECTORAL :— 
“Ee ea of Legislation in Commonwealth, Commonwealth States and Dommion of New 
Zealand, 11) (Printed Ligh ORENEA OTC Y Vie. Seis) eeu ah ch cen singin singh sh-dagin od depngteas ened ynnmany reaps) we fe tae POY Aneta 1 407 
ELECTRICITY (See * LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). / 
oe PLAINS (See ‘ PRISONS”). 
KNFIMLD (See ‘*TRAMWAYS ”). 
ERSKIVEVILLE BOOTMAKING SCHOOL :— 
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements for year ended 30th June, 1923, 43.......... ceseneee coee | | veers 1 329 
ESTIMATES (See ‘* FINANCE”), | 
F 
FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT :— 
Report of Department of Labour and Industry on the working of for 1922, Dl.w....ccccecsseeeeeeeee| cee | ve ees 2 817 
FAIRFIELD (See ‘“* LOCAL GOVERNMENT ”). 
FEDERAL :— 
ELecroRAL LEGISLATION :— 
Conspectus of, and of States, and Dominion of New Zealand, 110 (Printed by Council only) ....c6) vee | eee 1 497 
VACANCY IN THE SENATE :— 
Minutes of proceedings of the juint sitting of both Houses held to choose a person to fill vacancy; 
created by death of Senator Edward Davis Millen (Latd on Table of Council only) .ccctecccee) ce | tenes 1 409 
New Srarr iy Norraern New Soutna Wares :— 
Copy of letter from Prime Minister of Australia to the Acting-Premier of New South Wales 
respecting resolutions passed Cree Session, 1922) by this House, 77. 
Ranpwick RirLe Raney :— 
Memorandum respecting retransfer ie State, 107. 
FERRIES (See ‘“* LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
FINANCE :— 
EstTIMATEs oF EXPENDITURE, 1923-1924 :— ° 
Message from Crovernor, together with— 
(1) Estimates of Expenditure, 1923-24 (Consolidated Revenue Fund), (Lott on Table of 
ame Me tee Ce erg eT el scl sts Cee nas) rigs on aettlacenadessayaosatiseedansencal, 20 (uct ensleee 2 1 
(2) Statement of Payments from the Vote ‘‘ Advance to Treasurer,” 1922-1923, in Cues, 
of the Advance Vote (Consolidated Revenue Fund), (Laud on Table of Assembly only), LOT)  ... | serene 2 229 
(3) Statements of Payments, ‘“‘ Unauthorised in Suspense,” to 30th June, 1923, (Laid on Table| 
ame ABLE BRM OPM ee Rite eric east Sas Sick Uva necks ae8h «ne Goiese4 valsowevinagdcel veccaseewisehh ben. Lo chee 2 249 
(4) Public Works Fund—Kstimate of the xpenditure, 1923-1924 (Laid cn Table of Assembly 
Ginllag\s, We. cococaras deep foe adiScne gocecac tego Aee is SOE CHEESES ORC RE or i hah rece ae laa’ 349 
Schedule to Estimates, 1923-1924 (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 120 oc... cccccccee cece ce ee | | eee eZ 253 
Schedules A to G, Estimates, Department of Public Works (Consolidated Revenue Ir und), | | 
1923-1924 (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 13) c..ccocceciecu csecssseocseceeas secsesssccsvsevsesee, ea ay eee $27 
Schedules 1 to 4, Estimates, Public Works Fund (Construction), 1923-1924 (Laid on Table of 
Aseembly only), SS Pansencecetern aan ae es Tae oma see aN eo NST aan Go sweatin sagen ee nlutbns cadnenutlscesegeees Looe | Ge Sopot 2 337 
Loan Estimates for 1923-1924 (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 155.......cccceccsecsssneneaseneree eee | sabes 8 has epenade | 2 343 
EXPLANATORY ABSTRACTS :— 
Of sums estimated and Voted for the year 1923-1924 and pans years (Assembly ete as 
LUISA. ac pibcl Uacok ne: MRE a Siey SS Faa SSM ORR A  e 2 353 
FEDERAL TAXATION :— | | 
Fourth Report of the Commonwealth Royal Commission on Taxation, 27 ....cc.ccccccccecccce eee eee eee) tee | teens 2 709 
Fifth and Final Report of the Commonwealth Royal Commission on Taxation, 27 ..........c0000e0e| ree | te es & 755 
GOVERNMENT SAvincs BANK oF New SovutaH WALES :— i 
RemeraanTON CCG, LOD. SOUS ey, LODE eek, hates ig Wie canta MERE s stan MADER cta la dodincbu ve, sede dates We sani 2 357 
_ INSCRIBED Srock :— | 
Portieth Annual Report, 43 ...0.5 ccgescasscessnenaens “IESE Oo Bio OREO ae ae Rr eye we a | 2 665 
Loans: ae | 
Information relating to, and total indebtedness of State, together with Return showing salaries | 
of Government employees (Laid oa Table of Assembly CE Peat eR en ee ae SPT i Ms ae | [> sarees 2 685 
Pustic AcountTs : — | 
Colonial Treasurer’s Statement of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Consolidated Revenue 
and other Accounts for the Financial Year ended 30th June, 1923; together with the) | 
Auditor-General’s Report thereon (Laid on Table of Ass2mbly only), T1 cvccccccccceccuceseevees| cee | ven ees 2 365 
Pusiic Accounts CoMMITTEE :— 
Wirst Report (26th Parliament) (Laid on Table of Assembly 01g), 23 cccccceccecccovancsenevccacrsensves] gees | oo cusses 2 691 
State Depr COMMISSIONERS :— | 
Report (statement of transactions) for year ended 30th June, 1923 (Laid on Table of Assembly’ 
oh HE igs Agee de SE ly SRO SG On ee EN Shee Aa it gn ee Re a (a 2 689 
TRANSFER OF AMOUNTS FROM ONE Heap OF SERVICE TO ANOTHER :— 
Minutes of His Excellency the Governor and Executive Council authorising, 13-14, 19. | 
Treasury INSURANCE BoarD :— | 
Re ROruLoreyOar ouded GOCM tml, LOGS HGL Waicsaycxcarcdasaseasesiusedscvers es vaetadhayoaselcondesaceees |) etelarreie 2 687 
Ways AND MEANS :— | 
Estimates for 1923-1924 (Laid on Table of Assem*ly only), 103 .. 2... RG te ee eee: | seen 2 175 
FINCHAM, MR. W. M. (See ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). | 
FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF NEW SOUTH WALKS :— | 5 
EEROUEHOEEL OD 2 ic Seen cece me nice carats Baise cen teia.. Sere riamiencatacecle ts «seme Nea natbledercsas. slnoyragiiecinn ans esi.ee? [see eee 3 1245 
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F 
FISHERIES (See also “STATE TRAWLING INDUSTRY) :— | 
Regulations under Act, 8. - ee aie 1 415 
Report of Department for 1922, T7.....cicccccccteeecsnenennetennme sents seepeeueeneenseeererecgensoneges staweetees 
FIVE DOCK (See ‘* PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 
FLY PEST :— 
Papers and Statement respecting, 168. 
FODDER (See ‘ AGRICULTURE”). 
FOOD :— 

PERMITTED USE OF PRESERVATIVES :— 1357 
Report of Director-General of Public Health on (laid on Table of Assembly only), 126. ...ccceeee) 

Report of Commissicn for year ended 30th June, 1928 (laid on Table of Assembly only), 51...) 
Regulations under Act of 1916, 7. 

AFFORESTATION ;— 9. R45 
Returns showing amount expended on, under Act, for year ended 30th June, 1923 ....eeceeeeee) | 9 333 
Revocation of dedication of State Forests (Message No. 26) (Printed by Assembly only), 44......) (0 9 837 

Do do do (Message No. 27) (Printed by Assembly only), 44......) 7 | 0" 5 841 
Do do do (Message No. 28), (Printed by Assembly only), 44......) "| 0" 
FORMS (See ‘‘REGULATIONS, RULES, AND FORMS ”). 
FRESHWATER (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS”). 
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES :— 
Report of Registrar of, regarding Trade Unions, Building Societies and Co-operative Societies, 
and transactions under the Workmen’s Compensation Acts for year ended 30th June, 9 893 
1922 Seino wid a TSWa oa ae dN « nobel g me eave PO TER SUE I Seno BLU ainMh ale Gara eee «fete ROOM ieeCe nets a 
FRUIT CASES ACT :— 
Regulations under, 110. 
G 
GALLAGHER, MR. B. V. D. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
GAOLS (See ‘‘ PRISONS”). 2 
GARDEN PALACE GROUNDS :— | 9 57 . 
Report for 1921, 40 ..2.......6 Maststhascr siojsyn.avelain os. 0: 96 fuieiejor. eae vlarsin ale Tallow nioleierae eleemelow wreee os Sue siecs oulstirr seventeen mean mn (ammo 3 1157 
Report: for 1922; 19. foe isy Adie dans ses stismceiceectohonsveceaiiea dee lopiaighinies oe. aeceteina ol fore wiorsaisitamenitey esate eta entities sett ett aie he aie a 1165 
GARLAND, MR. CHARLES L. (See ‘‘ MINING ”). 
GAS ACTS, 1912-1920 :— 
Regulation under, 21. 
ZEORGE, MISS D. M. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
GOSFORD FARM HOME FOR BOYS :— 

Farm Account :— 1 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 48. 0... eeectee eee] Of 437 

JosepH Bayiiss, Gosrorp Farm Hom For Boys :— 

Inquiry by Mr. W. M. Fincham, Special Magistrate, Children’s Court, regarding punishment 

Olah. 
GOVERNMENT DOMAINS :— 9 

Report for 1921, 40 ......scs00- x Ceara iS AER chic MEE, SAO, | eee 5 1157 

Reporinfor, 19995 19 chests cee. Se A RE nM Mine oe Wie ak oe rt ety Der cean Enea A Anocolumrcee Ir. yg 1165 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES :— 

Return respecting salaries, onc. (lawdsom Lable Of A ssemoley 01004) sit Wan are acmeteaieamea entitle e aic| an cane | enn 685 
GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES :— 

Regulations under Acts, 23 (*). 

Report tor year ended. 30th Unie, W235 .cccc.ccatonnce torecesacace wie tastect enc Ota ne taanee CAR eRe Is ne ere mance ata 2 357 
GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU AND TOURIST RESORTS :— 

WorKING ACCOUNT : — ‘ 3 
Balance-shect as at d0th Jurte; W923) 1680 Siicc.cccats sess .cscocos ontshurseecseremseeineennte he ES eee ere a) fee Pre og 3 1275 
Balance-sheet and Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1922,43...) “| 1271 

Do do do do do S0th wune e925. 6340 eee ee 3 1273 


GREEN, MR. E. O. K. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 

GREHAN, THE LATE THOMAS STEELE (See ‘“‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). 
GRIBBEN, MR. FRANK (See ‘‘STATE ENTERPRISES”). 

GULGONG (See ‘‘ LOCAL GOVERNMENT”), 

GUYRA (See ‘‘ RAILWAYS”). 
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HABERFIELD (See ‘f PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”’). 
HARBOUR AND TONNAGE RATES ACT, 1920 :— 
Regulatiors under, 23, 63. 
Minute of Colonial Treasurer respecting overlapping of tonnage rates at Newcastle, 208. 
HAY, MR. P.. W. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”), 
HAY IRRIGATION AREA :— 
tegulations under Act, as amended by Irrigation Act, 6. 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1922, 6. 
HICKS, MISS L. M. E. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”), 
HILLIARD, DR. E. T. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICER’). 
HODGKINSON, MISS L. M. (See ‘* EDUCATION ”). 
HOFF, MR. G. RAYNOR (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE ”). 
HOGARTH, MR. J. W. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
HOSPITALS (See ‘LUNACY ”), 
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H 
HOUSING :— 
_ ADMINISTRATION OF THE HousinGc Boarp :— 
Progress Report from Select Committee, 208............cccceeceeeeeeeees ibaa BeoBoe b harden Dodtioatvens000 
Daczy GARDEN SusurB AND OpservaTory Hin (THe “ Rocks”) ResoMED ‘Angas AND OTHER 
Hovustne SCHEMES :— 
Report of Board on for the year ended 30th June, 1923 (Laid on Tuble of Assembly only), 40 
HYDER, MR. W. T. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
HUMPHREY, MR. A. D. (See ‘* PUBLIC SERVICE ”). 
HUNTER DISTRICT WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE ACTS, 1892-1906 :— 
Bylaws under, 67 (7). 


if 


IMMIGRATION (See also ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”) :— 
IMPERIAL MIGRATION AGREEMENT ;— 
Agreement between the Secretary of State for the Colonies and the Vommonwealth Government 
regarding the settlement in New South Wales of migrants from the United Kingdom, 43...... 


Statement by Premier regarding alterations in the Original Migration Agreement (Lard on Table 
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Report of the Migradlon Agreement Advisory Committee on, 105 ... cee cescceccncecesesteceesereesene 
INCOME TAX (COMMONWE ALTH) COLLECTION ACT, 1923 :— 
Regulations under, 143. 
INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION :— 
Regulations under Acts, 1912-22, 21, 27, 137, 173, 177. 
AWARDS :— 
Employment in Country at less rates than those tixed by, memorandum, 107, 
INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS (See ‘‘STATE ENTERPRISES ”). 
INSCRIBED STOCK ACTS, 1902-1914 :— 
Fortieth Annual Report, ASS eerie tee Sate apa gccenk soeiee hs eile sey Welle ashiole «ee ecielaitaie) Mia: sig eaeie a de lbay aldo 
RRIGATION (See also ‘‘ WATER CONSERVATION AND IRRIGATION PY s- 
Regulations under Acts, 6 (®), 110. 
Abstract of Crown Lands intended to be dedicated to public purposes under Acts, 51. 
Curtwaa (WENTWORTH) IRRIGATION AREA :— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for ]922, 6 
Hay Irrigation AREA :— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1922, 6 
MURRUMBIDGEE SCHEME :— 
Ree ese Ties OR WOO, AT AEG a hates ov she dc tonceas vas shen raesten si vances apsinss ¢¥enaneas sorsdeanssardeasucesedelnens 
HAWKESBURY RIVER :— 
Report by Dr. Elwood Mead, on Irrigable Areas in the Drainage of, 73. 
River Murray :— 
Memorandum by Dr. Elwood Mead re allocation of water, and amendments of Laws Governing 
Deere eta iS Meee e rn eennecteie: so atnctadee ras stn csne cs rarartioteraren. oie’ cogoacted fue, Sieemrencaanon ccs conae 
Commission —Report for year ended 30th June, 1923 (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 103...... 
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JETTIES :— 
Byron Bay :— 
Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works relating to propased 
together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan, 105 
JUNEE (See ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). 
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- KEMP, MR. ALFRED E. (See ‘‘ POLICE”). 
KING, MR. BERNARD (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
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LABOUR AND INDUSTRY (See also ‘‘ UNEMPLOYED”) :— 
Report of Department on the working of the Factories and Shops Act for 1922, 91.............5005 
Lasour Farms Account :— 
Statement of, Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 43........ ; 
LAND AND INCOME TAX ASSESSMENTS ACTS, 1895-1904 :— 
Regulation under, 181,148. 
LANE, MISS E. (See ‘“ PUBLIC SERVICE 2s 
LEATHLEY, MR. F. (See ‘* PUBLIC SERVICE”), 
LEEDS FORGE COMPANY (See ‘‘ RAILWAYS”). 
LEGAL PROCESS FACILITATION ACT, 1904:— 
Rules of Supreme Court under, 6. 
LEGGE, Mr. F. C., J.P.—(See ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). 
LEWIS, MR. C. E. ’(See ‘“* PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
LEWIS, MR. J. R. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
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LIBRARY (See ‘‘ PUBLIC LIBRARY ”). 
LICENSING COURT (See ‘* ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). 
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LIQUOR ACTS (See also “‘ PETITIONS ”’) :— 
Amended Regulations under, 6. 
Convictions UNDER :—: 5 1 { 
Return in part to an order (1892) (laid on Tuble of Assembly only), © cecceceerrers wee en neon eteeeeseeee| tee RaCoG 
LLOYD, MR. J. P. (See “* RAILWAYS”). 
LOAN ESTIMATES (See ‘* FINANCE”). 


LOANS i yal eee 685 
Information respecting and total indebtedness of State, 71. .cccseceeees isd sey dessa aeeteieaceneous ves sites 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT :— rie. 1059 
Report of Depirtment for year ended 30th June, 1923, 177 ..... Pa oecaawrnisis.ce eaeoo patentee cts sale ates ree) 


Ordinances under Act, 6, 131, 139. 
AGREEMENT FOR A FRANCHISE :— oe , on | 
Between the Council of the Municipality of Warren and Charles Alexander Saunders, relating | 
to, for the supply of electricity, 6. é ee 
Between the Municipality of Granville and the Parramatta Electric Supply Company, Limited, | 
relating to, for the supply of electricity, 6. j , ; 
Between the Council of the Municipality of Gulgong and Leslie Whenlock Norris relating to, | 
for the supply of electricity, 40. ! . / 
Between the Council of the Municipality of Fairfield and the Sydney and Suburban Blue- | 
metal Quarries, Limited, relating to, to lay rails on roads and run cars thereon, Xc., 126. 
Between the Council of the Municipality of Burrowa and Messrs. G. M. Richards, A. A. | 
Patroni, avd G. EK. Spark, relating to a franchise granted by the Council to the said persons 
for the supply by them of electric current for street and private lighting and for power 
within the said Municipality, 136. : : r | 
Between the Council of the Shire of Hastings and the Upper Hastings Co-operative Dairy | 
Company, Limited relating to a franchise granted by the Council to the Company for the | 
supply of Electric Current for street and private lighting, and for power within the town 
of Wauchope and such additional localities within the Shire as the Council may require, 
168. ; 

Between the Council of the Shire of Boree and Mr. William Cobley (trading as ‘‘ The 
Canowindra Electric Light and Power Supply”) relating to, for the supply of electric 
current for street and private lighting, and for power within an area of the said shire, 191. 

Roaps, BRIDGES, AND FERRIES :— : 

Statement showing expenditure by State Government on (a) the County of Cumberland, and 
in the Country during years 1913-14 to 1922-23, and ()) the amount raised by rates by. 
Shire and Municipal Councils ovtside the County of Cumberland during years 1914 to 
1923. )( Lasd on, Table of Councal onlay) Sr Gis. ose ccden cones aoe 1 alt toumrOe eee note Ae senile aen eke ae eee ves vennes 2 1361 

NoriricaTioN of Rescumprion or LAND UNDER AcT oF 1919, AnD THE PusLic Works Act, 1912,) 
FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES :— 

Access to Denistone Park, 21. 

Bankstown Sanitary Depot, 22. 

Blackheath Drainage, 22. 

Blacktown Shire Council, Storage Depot, 71. 

Bronte Park, 22. 

Bundanoon Sanitary Depot, 22. 

Canterbury Drainage, 21 (*). 

Canterbury Municipal Council for park purposes, 40. 

Canterbury Municipal Council for roadway purposes, 40. 

Children’s playground at Bexley, 149. 
Drainage easement in the Municipality of Prospect and Sherwood, 21. 
Electricity Substation at Wahroonga, 21. 
Extending a public road in Newcastle, 21. 
Extending Townson-street to Gregory-street, Kogarah, 22. 
Granville Municipal Council, 22. 
Gravel] Pit in the Shire of Patrick Plains, 22. 
Hornsby Shire, roadway purposes, 40. 
Improving a public road at Rockdale, 149, 
Nowra Drainage, 21. = 
Quarry at Kurrajong, 22. 
Recreation purposes within Nepean Shire, 22. 
Reserve at Kogarah, 149. 
Road-widening purposes at Lane Cove, 149, 
Rounding a street corner at Kogarah, 149. 

Norirication or Resumpvion or LAND uNpER Act or 1919, AND THE PuBLic Works Acr, 1912, 

FOR THE FOLLOWING PuRPOSES—(continued) :— 
Springwood Public Recreation purposes, 22. 
Street-extension purposes at Rockdale, 149. 
Street-widening purposes at Kogarah, 21, 149, 
Street-widening purposes at Manly, 22. 
Street-widening purposes at Sutherland, 149. f 
Tumbarumba Water Supply, 22. | 
Water Supply Purposes and Storaz2 D2p3t within the Bluz Mountains Shire, 22. 
Widening King’s and Harris Roads, Five Dock, 22. 
Woollahra Municipal Council for extending Grafton-street, 49. 
Woollahra Municipal Council for town-planning purposes, 40. 
LUNACY :— 

Law AND ADMINISTRATION :— 
Report of Royal Commission, with Not2s of Evidence ‘and Appendites, 8..5..0720 Mhnceset fee canes Jct yl) autem 1 651 

Menrat DErEcttIves :— 
Report of Miss L. M. Hodgkinson, Department of Education on (Laid on Table of Assemb’y 


only), 43 ereigitia) tata wiki MELA 0calexe:ras are Niele n'y |¥iale}@eiw'e) ojx\v nsw vies eV pesiusala yao! reuse 'r 610 9(b4U HO @ 4)0;6 al sis w/e s\ve\sieiniden) w¥pig hgeisiavedisivYeletovsfetela.s eusleviene’eieinicie | tree ab 983 
Mentarn Hosprrats :— ’ | 

teport of Inspector-General for 1923, 168 0.0... .0.8, Ati ihieiclurse onstadpeted BE Danae alba 1 Saag eg 1 997 
FARM AND GARDEN Account :— | 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure far year ended 30th June, 1923, 63 oo.ccecccccccccccceen eee bik: ol aaa ee § 1015 
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MAINTENANCE ORDERS (FACILITIES FOR ENFORCEMENT) ACT, 1923 :— 
Rules under, 197. 
MALCOLM, MR. H. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”), 
MARTIN PLACE :— 
EXTENSION SCHEME :— 
Plan showing land to be resumed under, 129. 
Do do do (In substitution of plan tabled 18$ November, 1923) (Lard on 
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McCLOY, MR. A. W. (See ‘““ PUBLIC SERVICE”). : 
MEAD, Dr. ELWOOD (See ‘IRRIGATION ” ; also ‘‘ AGRICULTURE”). 
MEAT INDUSTRY (See ‘‘ METROPOLITAN MEAT INDUSTRY BOARD”), 
MEMBERS :— 
Alphabetical List of (Sessional Paper)—( Facing Page 1) 
Attendances of, in Divisions and Counts-out (Sessional Pauper) 
MENTAL DEFECTIVES (See ‘‘ LUNACY ”). 
MENTAL HOSPITALS (See *‘ LUNACY ”). 
METCALFE, MR. J. W. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE ”). 
METROPULITAN BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE (See also ‘*‘ PETITIONS ”) :— 
Report for year ended 30th June, 1923 (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 73 
Regulations under Act, 7. ; : 
By-laws under Acts, 7, 71. 
PoLicy OF PRESENT MINISTER :— 
Statement respecting the Policy of the present Minister in regard to the Metropolitan Board of 
Water Supply and Sewerage and the Sydney Water Supply (Laid on Table of Assembly 
Dee USB” codon uo cnanesonc cet ane peNeAhbne oe soaeehahdaeesouodemaonenotners coends One OcuueunDeasoodcosacenpencasnd™ 
METROPOLITAN MEAT INDUSTRY BOARD :— 
Report of and statement respecting use of fertilizer bags at State Abattoirs, 168. 
METROPOLITAN TRAFFIC ACT, 1900 (See also ‘“‘ MOTOR TRAFFIC ”) :--- 
Regulations under, 35. 
MIGRATION (See ‘IMMIGRATION ”). 
MINING :— 
Report of Department for, 1922, 6........600 
Regulations under Act of 1906, 6. 
Proclamation under Act declaring certain lands to be private lands, 6, 33, 40, 126. 
Beiieirp Conninry DIsasrer :— 
Report by the Chief Inspector of Coal-mines on (/aid on Table of Assembly onli, AT... .cecsceeeees 
Memorandum respecting appointment of Government representative on Trust formed in 
connectien with Fund, 107. 
Broken Hit :— 
Amendment of compensation Scheme under Workmen’s Compensation (Broken Hill) Act, 1920, 
21. 
Craim sy Mr. Cuarnes L. GARLAND FoR PAYMENT IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN GOLD 
LiraseEs :— 
Report on, 197. (Printed in abstract)— (laid on Table of Assembly only) 
GoLp AND Minera LEASES :— 
Particulars of, in force in the several Mining Districts, for half-year ended 30th June, 1923, 6. 
Petaw Matn—-Coat MINING DIspuTEe av :— 
Report of His Honor Mr. Justice Edmunds (Laid on Table of Assembly on’y), 126. 
MINT :— ‘ 
Regulations—Sydney Branch, 28. 
MITTAGONG FARM HOME :— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, Farm Account, for year ended 30th June, 1923, 43 
MONARO TABLELAND (See ‘CROWN LANDS”). 
MONIA GAP (See ‘‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
eae (See ‘PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS ”). 
MOSS VALE (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
MOTOR TRAFFIC :— 
MepicaL EXAMINATION OF Drivers :— 
Report of Superintendent of Traffic on, and on Regulations, 168. 
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MUNICIPAL (See ‘‘LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 


MURRAY RIVER (See “IRRIGATION ”’). 
MURRUMBIDGEE (See ‘‘ IRRIGATION ”’). 
MUSEUM :— 
AUSTRALIAN :— 
Report of Trustees, for year end31 30th June, 1923, 197 


Oe ee ee a} 


es N 

NATIONAL ART GALLERY :— 

Report of Trustees for year ended 30th June, 1922, 197 
NATIONAL RELIEF FUND OF NEW SOUTH WALES :-- 

Statement of Receipts and Disbursements, together with Balance-sheet for 1922, 23 
NAVIGATION ACT, 1901-4 :— 

Regulations under, 131]. 

Regulations under,—Kxamination of Masters and Mates, 23 (8), 84. 

Carriage of Motor Vehicles by Ship, 63. 
NEW REDHEAD ESTATE AND COAL COMPANY LIMITED :— 

re eee and the Railway Commissioners, respecting Adamstown to Belmont Rail- 

NPAC NCAR EOE ate ae ERT Cra Se ste ePaE Roles tos leis satascinjapcrel nace ceelemtont-ais Inslore Wiarais Sayin wnsbe rnsle nse Rene lata RS oe Ll? is. 

NEW STATE IN NORTHERN NEW SOUTH WALES :-— 


Pa Ck es 


Copy of letter from Prime Minister of Australia to the Acting Premier of New South Wales, 
er respecting resolutions passed (Second Session, 1922) by this House, 77. 
NEWCASTLE (See “HARBOUR AND TONNAGE RATES ACT, 1920”). 
| 1€899—K 
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OBSERVATORY HILL (See ‘‘ HOUSING”). 
ORCHARD, MR. W. ARUNDEL (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE ”’). 
OPTOMETRY (See “‘ PETITIONS”). 


is 


PALAZZI, Mr. J.P. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE ”). 
PARLIAMENT :— 
Proelamation prorogwitg, 22d li nnccscpccaron cece sea ePearents MaRUeRES ea aaa! satan ie aia Moa eah Be Pani 
PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS :— 
- Forty-third General Report, 25. 
Jerry aT Byron Bay :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan, relating to the proposed new, 105 
RAILway FROM UNGARIE TO MONIA GAP :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Railway from 
Ungarie to Monia Gap, 8 
RaAILWay FROM URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon’s SIDING : 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Railway from 
Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding, 8 
RAILWAY FROM CAMURRA TO BOGGABILLA : 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Railway from 
Camurra to Boggabilla, cS; hess. .tens.iceoes ars cceatmehuteuaereeae ce sabe coaet Rahs eine ha ew asaertceacnat acai 
Rai.way FROM WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Railway from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin, 8. ...0........0..cc1essseresances Be sendcn SoaNBAMAEBRSneeCdre doc tidaadndon dest: 
RAILWAY FROM TENTERFIELD TO CASINO :— 
Second Report, together with Minutes of Evidence relating to proposed Railway from Tenterfield 
to Casino, 155 
RaILway FROM GUYRA TO DoRRIGO :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Appendix relating to the proposed Railway 
from ‘Guiyra tosDorrigo, LOS | ccnsssee, seve ctees shereommanlemtarecchiies Goel oimuaiee a dustin seccesetinote sas etme eaten 
Raitway FRoM Moss Vane to Port KEMBLA :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan relating to the proposed 
Railwiy from Moss Vale'to Port Kermibla, Wi 20 hi ccr-.cssccecsnen ste ce Facets rl ccensstcannpena tenes 
TRAMWAY BETWEEN THE EXISTING Bonpi (via BELLEVUE HILL) AND WartTson’s Bay Systems, via 
SopHiA AND HARDY STREETS :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence relating to the proposed Tramway between the 
existing Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and the Watson’s Bay Systems, via Sophia and Hardy 
Streets, 137 
TRAMWAY FROM ENFIELD TO BANKSTOWN :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence relating to the proposed Tramway from Enfield to 
Bankstown, UBT 5 sncestsssnscwsnteaniee etecsctn sc lrceiee omic tle hal ema eters tere a STC Temes areTe one: aE 
TRAMWAY FROM HABERFIELD TO Doproyp Point :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Tramway from 
Haberfield to Dobroyd PON G71 GB ica eke nota enter cen Sree ae baum eneaarcaih onan cate peut ois re yia cea 
TRAMWAY ALONG Lyon’s Roap, DRumMoyNE To Five Dock :— 
Second Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Tramway 
along Lyon’s-road, Drummoyne to Five Dock, 168 
TRAMWAY FROM CuRL Curt, TO FRESHWATER : 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Tramway from 
Carl Curl to Hiv ealiwa tens il 77 par cea ntesncrs etches civic ete iare sits cuties abee ceita cae, fot eca tie ean rae 
WATER SUPPLY FOR THE MunrIcrIpaLity oF BLACKHEATH :— 
Report, together with Mniutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Water Supply 
for the “Municipality of Blackheath, 134 .., 
PASTURES PROTECTION ACT, 1912- 1920 :— 
Regulations under, 14 (*), 
PATRONI, Mr. A, A. (See ‘‘ LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
PATTERSON, MR. J. R. (See “ PUBLIC SERVICE”’). 
PELAW MAIN (See ‘‘ MINING ”). 
PETITIONS :— 
Assembly :— 
OPTOMETRY AND SIGHT-TESTING —CONTROL OF Bes Ostone — 
From certain residents of the State, 63 
WATER AND SEWERAGE RATING: 
-,, From the Council of the Municipality of Illawarra (Central), 13. Deki naleele 
From the Grand Council of Canterbury District Municipal Progress Association, Tiger ae 
From the Punchbowl Progréss A sadciation, 17..0.:.2105 ec .ck raeeeneee totes cae ne 
From the Mildura and Clissold Progress Association, Campsie, 17 
From Harcourt—Redman Progress “Association, Campsie, Wh 
From the Campsie Branch of the Australian Labour Party, UJcasoscacene asetndee.ateutes eaten aries 
From the West Marrickville Branch of the Australian Labour Party, 17 
From the Arncliffe Branch of the Australian Labour Party, 17. 
From St. George Electoral Council, Australian Labour Party, 17 
From the Council of the Municipality of Parramatta, 17 
From Harmitton Murmcipal Cotncil, (10: siti. 0) can ccnp taney ate ea oi et ees Se 
From the Hornsby and District Chamber of Commerce, 23 
From the Normanburst Progress Association, 23 ............ 335 
From the Kast Fairfield Progress Association, 23 
From the ae Men’s Forum, 25 
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From the N atTousl Association of New South Wales Gaeetas Branch, 25 
From the Council of the Muncipality of Rockdale, 25... 
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WATER AND SEWERAGE RATING (continued ) :— 

From the Council of the Municipality af Watatah, 28.....-....ysserersscsdasssversa pggeandessucns sues abo 
From the Council of the Municipality of Merewether, 25 .........sccsccscsscsveesecsenscssnensinesoeer rans 
rom fhe. Feralba Proprage AgSOCiAtiOp Ba ides ccrcevstsenaes issues tage. o(ceYervaraeguobindenevats sé qnodsneenoty 
PAGO LHS Shek LON, PEO Saas A SEONIACION 2. seg sue csws <a ydebaehe Noss oad’ Lagous lah ote debi a onded voensebesyed 
From the Clovelly Citizens’ Progress Association; 27 5..c..ii.....ccccesdesecaiceborseesee ehasvendertiseesas | 
From the Coogee Vigilants’ and Ratepayers’ Association, 27............10. cessececeveerecseceescesenseeues 
From the Lawson Ward Progress Association, 27 
PrGmUMO GARTIOCIBAligg Gi MIAKANCIGR POV. go eters lids pee ieuvgensisindswau ss 001d VemtgbT Nas Rl res ads «oaks oval 
Prem gue.Polivinal Labony Beague, Waterlion, 29) so. .cescscosasciensersapenechenetecin? Kapseaerdnes vet aty acs | 
From the Council of the Municipality of Marrickville, 31. .............cccecseesceeece covsssenacceeeaees cs | 
From the National Association of New South Wales, Marrickville Branch, 31 

From the Ashfield Shopkeepers’ Progress Association, 31...... .cccectsccosscnveccescnee seceveescecssen sonal 
From the Women’s Christian ‘l'emperance Union of New South Wales, 31 
Pram the Wiese Trade and Latid. Valufa Peague; AO .oiiis..ccccssctivesssstvpktigy Oxasecses chsesssuebaveases 
From the Taxpayers’ Association of New South Wales, 40............c0cccceccesccesenscsessanscaceuceeess 
From the Rating on Unimproved Values for Water and Sewerage League, 40 
From the Annandale National Association, 40 
Pron wie mrnandale Vigilant Agiociation, 40 ..c.ccccsss,.0k sohacatvaccudvsssscviecsses ens) vaio peseusenseecee 
From the Warren and South Ward Progress Association, Marrickville, 47 
From the North Kast Canterbury (South Ashfield) Progress Association, 47 
From the Kogarah Bay Progress Association, 47 
From the Penshurst Progress Association, 47 
From the Lakemba Progress Association, 47 
PerormmU CHAO TPO LOL mW VaTELO Cali sO Skin ss sacl cis me ha um becate tne tncl ila iceeted tor eer iakrenedlsatota Fae datecode ibtiuabants: 
From the Freshwater Tramway League and Progress Association, 53 
From the Dee Why Progress Association, 53 
From the Curl Curl Progress Association, 53 
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From the Chatswood Branch of the Australian Labour Party, 91 
From the Municipality of Hurstville, 97 
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REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL. I- -26TH PARLIAMENT--THIRD SESSION, 
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Von, PAGE, VoL. PAGE, 


Papers—confinued. 


PETITIONS (coitinued) :— 
WATER AND Spwerace Ravine (continued) :- 


From the Council of the Municipality of Campbelltown, 1G emo aco obcb... vaca coocnbateddouu Benoa Reaeale teh Si 000 

From the Anstinmer Branch of the Australian Labour Party, 109 aoe ene POPS A. Beet Sa 0 Bae St | 

From the Workers’ Industrial Union of Australia, Mount Pleasant, 109 .......0...) BRR 5: | Pale tec | eto ten ; 

From the Darling Harbour Branch of the Australian Labour Party, 119 ...ccseeseee ceceeee eee tenes : sihladt 

From the Shop “Assistants and Warehouse Employees’ Federation of Australia, New South 
\Wales Branch ily seh aqeermeaniies Sbrch Sorigis lee Pos Me eee BEER c ore DACoen ae Donnas ; wee 

From the Cardiff Progr SSB ASSOCINEION 20 qos sceacsativenee guaran Fence Pee eay, Mogonrcic to fs Saude aeles A Scoala aebaric 

From the Islington Branch of the Political Labour League, LD eeu elaeteadepiec PAM aca tobi uma fitttes ib 

From the Stockton B sorough Council, 125 ........ negro ae fal ae netteaee Teskeuncee estate eae REPOS ic OM Site el Vat , 

From the Summer Hill Labour League, ABIL Fascintecs socatie cis harelelont Naeiee re ede Pets bate Create aatees Riga aadceeenmm eet meas wae 

From the Enmore-Stanmore Branch of the National Association, 131 Eerste Saintes aeuan bien stent. De 5) wale : 

From the West Epping Progress Association, 135.............. 6. SBR ets saya eas ae Sibi An 

From the Bay road District “Progress ASSOCIAbION, Lopcecnd acts teen aee ee eseawadhs Pied bane 

From the Australian Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees’ Union, Sydney Branch, 139... a se 

From the Australasian Meat Tudustry Kmployees’ Union, New South Wales Branch, oa amt Ma 2.5 

From the Federated Iron Workers’ Association of Australia, New South Wales B ranch 1 139. ae 

From the United Labourers’ Protective Society, 139 105.) scce cr seseeuseruspacese Re hcrseron a ea eee : 

From the Amalgamated Engineering Union, Commonwealth Council, 189.............:ceeeeeeeeeeeee ee | Ses satan 

From the Federated Storemen and Packers’ Union of Australia, New ‘South Wales Branc thy 1895) ©, eee OF i 2 eNe 

From the Kederated Clothing and Allied Trades Union, New South Wales Branch, 132 ......... 


From the Federated Shipwrights, Ship Constructors, and Boat Builders’ Union of Australia 139. 
From the Journeymen Farriers’ Union of New South Wales, Industrial Union of Employees, 13 
From the a Municipal and Shire Councils H mployees’ Union of Australia, New South 
Wales Branch, e130 achectantnsbuecs a eemien ce cae een mnere tes ; . 
From the Canterbur y Progress Asso: tati: pS MGB: Sadeseasstonns sone ema re oP PLA Ture nisteraet | 
From the Burwood Chamber of Comm ELC Ose LT 7 cenumire Maar ete ashe rie cenere nurs eae 
From the Undercliffe Progress Association, UE Maneatis rics oct aeoeckgaqetca os eg saa Feaslagtarss foetends 
From the Council of the M unicipality of Bexley, Pa WW ein aren Iryednenon obs tonne sss om haat sachs ocucq ob SS 
From the Federated Society of Boiler makers a Tron Shipbuilders, Sydney Branch, ISS sctic 
From the Breadcarters’ Union of New South Wales, 183 2.0... .s..ccceseccseescnsrenemnseneti ance Re sre 
From the Australian Saddlery, Le a Sail, and Canvas Workers Trade KE mployees’ 
Federation, New South Wales Branch, 183 9oo2rc. e-y-me neste sememstinadeen ensenami catenins ide haseeees 
From the Baking ‘Trade Kmployees’ adeno of Australasia, Sydney Branch, 53.6 or Pecos 
From the Australasian Society of Engineers, New South Wales Branch, Use ce lewactet ABRs | 
From the New South Wales Government Tramway Employees’ Union, cae sadaeeneene 5 soon | 
From the Amalgamated Printing Trade Employees’ Union of New South Wales, 183....... siseneae 


WINE Bars AND WINE LICENSES :— 
From certain women citizens of Marrickville, 71 ..............0.. BR Re a aptoucraraoG FOR eats 


\ 
From certain residents of Parramatta and District, 73.......... Roe en Una keen B eam ba abun Saeoee a nea Su gene pea 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Botany, S1.............0000. covers eee anes ee elec es ee 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Parramatia, 81.1... ccs lsc cceceecseseeeseeeesecrees A ate: ott Poet 


ces 


From certain residents of the Electoral District of Eastern Suburbs, 81. cata cae sie aalriee fe yoda a 4 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Western Suburbs, CR RE sade sa Leaner MARR Sse cone 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Parramatta, 91..,..... RRsat Reon ase 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Parramatta, 91 ......... aaa set bahar sob roan 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Eastern Suburbs, 91.... 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Western Suburbs, 91 . ae 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of St. Geurge, 91... eee ieee arto tet 
From certain residenss of thé Electoral District of St. George, 91... oc. ce cee ee eee hone - 
From certain eleztors of the Electoral District of Cumberland, SHUR RP Smee tence pas | 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Eastern Suburbs, 103 Steet eeren ; 
From certain residents of Hornsby, 103 ....... Sine EMRE ACME MNS crs cbaeion care ee stone Rereeimogt CUO Es 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Kastern Suburbs, 103. SR e Case o ren PAN at) heal 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Western Suburbs, 105 (7) 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Sydney, 107 
rom certain residents of Canterbury, 109 ............ 2.4 , eal Ryan yeh eM fe Te eee ee ae ae 
From certain residents of Marrickville, 109 ....... 

From certain residents of Hurlstone Park: lu) 
From certain residents of the Klectoral District of Cumberland, 109 
From certain residents of Mosman, 109 3a 
From Marrickville Branch of the Next Step Movement, 113............. BEA Pedaee inna Be. oodou bern || 
From certaiu residents of Auburn and Lidcombe, 113 (*) Sig 
From certain resilents of the Electoral District of Western Suburbs, 119..............0.. se see nee ee ears =| 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of St. George, 119.............. Saeed ccctratieete ace 
From certain residents of Rose Bay aud Bondi, 125 
From certain residents of Mosman and Cremorae, 125.,...... Van aE ai Ree aay fen ee has ee 
From certain residents cf Roze Bay and Bondi, 125 
From certain residents of Auburn, 125 
Trom certain residents of Lidcombe and ‘Auburn, 12 eae ies ens Partie once iit eee . 
From certain residents of Auburn and Lidcombe, LQ iaehine race neces Rohe cai nccHan 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of St. George, 125 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of St. George, 133 .......... at 55 i 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of North Sydney, 138 ..c.c..cccctseee cee er esas Reel tion oO 
From certain residents of the Klectoral District of North Sydney, 133 .. 
From cortain residents of Mosman and Cremorne, 133 
From certain residents of Epping, 183................ Reto naeeG sarentcaa) paonte Segentyeas ae 
Hromiecer tain Tesidents, OL BSseerobb.y leu cancecs.wemh dean aerteute aisuan ee cease eeeteee ene 
From certain residents of the Klee ctoral District of Nor th Shore, 129 . 
From certain residents of Sydney, Balmain, Hunter’s Hill, Gladesville, and Naremburn, 129 . 
From certain residents of fe rte etocul District of Eastern Suburbs, 129 bai Sanen 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Eastern Suburbs, 135 «........... 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of North Sydney, 137 scccccssissesevresseentersrensees 


eee wee eer 1): ‘pelea, . 


1 627 


eee ree ee eee ee ee aay Cee cee oteae e166 56816 Giese es Se as aeaie 


Cea eae ny eibicverb aves ibicie-elelei@isielviuy) (slele Uris laSiviaisielyei@ © ‘oleieynjele-claie s/aiQiip wie std vestee 


Cees ee ce ereeccee er eee ee ee rary wie hale vite! 


. . 
. . 
. ° 
my sawrel Ate. 


. a. 


INDEX, 


REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL, I—26TH PARLIAMENT—THIRD SESSION. 


Papers—continued. 


P | 
' | 
PETITIONS (contunwed) :-— | 
Wisk Bars and Wine Licenses (continwed):— ¥ 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of St George, 137 cic 


From certain residents of Ashfield and Summer Hill, 141 .. .............. PM Se Mat sacter ndenatiacccs nano | | 


From certain residents of Epping, Croydon, and Hast wood, 155... ..c.ccscceeneenenise conte reen renee ee: | 
From certain re-idents of the Electoral District of Sydney, 165 ......cccceeceteeeee ieee crests er ener es 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of St. George, 167 .....cceeecceeeee sere tree reece ee ee es | 
Froni certain residents of New South Wales, W783 ..02500). 02... cc.ceness ccna eecmseten tee sctaetret tee csdscasnanes 
From certain residents of the Electoral District of St. George, 197 ......cc ccc eee cence nese ce eee eet eeeees 
From certain residents of Dulwich Hill, Ashfield, Hurlstone Park, Five Dock, Sydenham, and 

Canterbury, 197 ' se] 
From certain residents of Canterbury, Hurlstone Park, Concord, Ashfield, Summer Hill, 


&xxvVii 
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Dulwich Hill, Balmain, Croydon, and Lakemba, 197 1 | 


Pe casEeraesesiedesrececoeceroatdscecsservcetves evnes| 


From certain residents of Canterbury, Ashfield, Summer Hill, Dulwich Hill, Hurlstone Park, 
ain) (Ora Te), NUE eater. doGoisbanesess intone sc050 ecCNdS0ounECMeeee ea dkccon u0odd /obto: Jul uder udobautagcren Oo guenn 
PLUMMER, MISS L. M.S. (See ‘* PUBLIC SERVICE”). | 
POISONS ACT, 1902 :— | 
Regulations under, 8. | 
POLICKH (See also ‘‘ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). : | 
PEMOMMOLe Le DALoMen UW LOL L922, 19 ee.wceccereoe: aac. ccucecvelsas sa te ces Teno Oute eels ss Paeanc unset teres cee tect 
ALLEGED AssAuULT oN ALFRep HE. Kemp :— 
Minutes, Reports, &c., relating to, in South-street, Granyille, 183. 
Moror Traresc :— — 
Report of Superintendent of Traffic on Medical Examination of Drivers of Motor Vehicles 
and on Regulations, 168. 
SUPERANNUATION AND REWarRD FuNpD :— 
Statement of Receipts and Payments for year ended 30th June, 1925, 43....., Sab citeos he pig anrntens 
POLICE REGULATION ACT, 1899 :— 
Rules and Regulations under, 8, 95, 110. 
POLICE REGULATION (SUPERANNUATION) ACT, 1906 :— 
Rules under, 95, 110, 
PONY RACING (See ‘‘ RACING”). 
PORT KEMBLA (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
PRINTING COMMITTEE (See ‘‘*COMMITIEES”), | 
PRISONS :— 
Report of Comptroller-General for 1922, 6 
BreaApD Account :— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 43......:.cseeecer reer 
CHILDREN SERVING SENTENCES : ~ | 
Particulars of, as on 10th October, 1923, 103. 
Emu Puaiys Prison Farm—Farm Account :— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 43 
Live Srock Account :— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 43........0.0.6. sees 
PROCLAMATIONS (See also ‘‘ MINING ”) :-— | 
Proroguing Parliament, 221 ...... Hidp cies. cUSHon Gia Serinnb Sun NAO nov eee ERO coop ACEI aactc cl SeSREn HERD ne ali ener Sees 
PUBLIC AUCOUNTS COMMITTEE :— 
mirst: Kepory (2ouh= Parliament), Q3> As.sctcacscusenccsns sree BO Sota HSS ME OA LA LGe a ee Een: 
PUBLIC HEALTH :— 
Regulations under Act of 1902, 8. 
Report of Director-General for 1922, 155 
Farm Account :— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 63 o..cccccecccee reece 
Fry Pest :— 
Statement and Papers, respecting, 168. 
PRESERVATIVES IN oop :-- 
Report by Director-General of Public Health on permitted (Zai/on T'ab'e of Assembly only), 126 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :— 
Regulations under Act of 1880, 19, 
Report of Minister for 1922. 95 
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF N.S.W.: — 
heponbOeLrustees tor year ended sOth June; 1922) 7 ce wemlinacmreccre scsersenens A cra ucla er a es 
Report of Trustees for year ended 30th June, 1923, 168 
PUBLIC SERVICE :— 
Regulations under Acts, 6 (*), 14, 25, 41, 51, 77, 95, 103, 110, 120, 126, 134, 139, 141, 149, 155.) 
161, 168, 183, 197, 211. 
Report of Board for year ended 30th June, 1923, 177 
EMPLOYEES :— 
teturn respecting salaries, &c., 71 
SALARIES COMMITTEES :— 
Determinatiors by the Public Service Board or Salaries Committees under the Public Service 
(Amendment) Act, 1922, in respect of the following Departments, viz. :—(a) Premier's ; 
(b) Chief Secretary’s ; (¢) The Treasury ; (d) Lands; (e) Public Works, excluding Industrial 
Knterprises ; (/) Public Intruction ; (vy) Local Government; (h) Labour and Industry ; 
(1) Mines ; (j) Agriculture ; (4) Forestry Commission ; (/) State Industrial Undertakings ; 
(m) Attorney-General and of Justice, 208. 
MINUTE OF BOARD RELATING TO APPOINTMENT OF :— 
Messrs P. W. Hay and J. R. Lewis as Inspectors of Collieries, Department of Mines, 6. 
Mr. J. W. Salter as Inspector of Mines, Department of Mines, 6. 
Mr. ase George Raggatt as Field Assistant, Geological Survey Branch, Department of 
ines, 6. 
Mr. Bernard King as Clerk in the Crown Solicitor’s Office, 6. 
Mr. H. D. Barlow as Senior Dairy Inspector, Department of Agriculture, 6, 
Mr, P, Waller as Dairy Inspector, Department of Agriculture, 6. 
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ROU Cho A Oe ns ee ere ee 
Ke | PAPERS ORDERED TO BE PRINTED. 
| 
REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL. I—26TH PARLIAMENT—THIRD SHSSION, ASSEMBLY JOINT 
VOLUME. VOLUMES. 
PANE ee eg a i 
VOL. PAGE. VOL. PAGE. 
Papers—continued. 
P 
PUBLIC SERVICE (continued) :-- 
Minute or BOARD RELATING To APPOINTMENT OF (contenued) :— | 
Mr. D. L. Davidson, as Surveyor, Mr. C. E. Lewis, as Engineering Draftsman, and Mr, EK. O. K. 
Green, as Supervising Engineer, Department of Public Works, 6. 

Messrs, S. A. Broome, J. W. Hogarth, J. L. Christie, J. R. Patterson, H. Malcolm, G. J. A. | 
Thompson, E. Smith, J. W. Raffin, R. Basden, and Misses L. M. E. Hicks, E Lane, 

B.S. K. Vines, L. M. 8S. Plummer, D. D. Cartwright, D. M. George, G. E. Southwell, as | 
teachers under the Technical Education Branch, Department of Public Instruction, 7. 

Mr. G. Raynor Hoff, as teacher of Antique and Life Drawing, Modelling, Architectural 
Modelling, and Sculpture, Applied Art Department, ‘echnical Education Branch, Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, 7. : 

Drs. K, St. Vincent Welch, S. A. Buckingham, F. Tooth, D.-H. Ratcliff, A. W. McCloy, as | 
medical pfficers ; and of Messrs. K. C. Warton, W. T, Hyder, J. K. Brooks, and B. J. 
Cohen, as dental officers, Medical Branch, Department of Education, 7. | 

Mr. B. V. D. Gallagher, as teacher of Electrical Trades, Technical Education Branch, Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, 23. 

Mr. Bruce Murray Arthur, as Agricultural Instructor, Department of Agriculture, 29. 

Dr. John Bostock, as Senior Medical Officer, Department of Mental Hospitals, Department of 
Public Health, 33. . 

Dr. L. Sharfstein, as Resident Medical Officer, Newington Asylum, Department of Public 
Health, 33. 

Dr. D. T. Ruston Smith, as Assistant Medical Officer, Sanatorium, Waterfall, Department of 
Public Health, 33. 

Dr, KE. T. Hilliard, as Junior Resident Medical Officer, Department of Mental Hospitals, 

Department of Public Health, 33. 

Mr. W. Arundel Orchard; Mus. Bac., as Director, New South Wales Conservatorium of 
Music, Department of Public Instruction, 43. 

Mr. F, J. Branagan, as Teacher of Mathematics, Broken Hill, Technical Education Branch, 

Department of Education, 63. 

Mr. W. T, Anderson, as Engineering Draftsman, Department of Public Works, 91. 

Mr. J. K, Ross, as Supervising Engineer, Department of Public Works, 91. 

Mr.A, D. Humphrey, as Teacher of Electrical Trades, Technical Education Branch, Department 
of Public Works, 91. 

Mr. A. C. Brown, as Supervising Engineer, second grade, Department of Public Works, 103. 

Mr. I’, Leathley, as Assistant Engineer, Department of Public Works, 103, 

Mr. J. P. Palazzi, as Lecturer, Department of Sanitation Technical Education Branch, 168. 

Mr, J. W. Metcalfe, as Library Assistant, Public Library of New South Wales, 191. 

Mr. A. A. Watson, as Chief Engineer, Surveyor, and Examiner in Steam, Department of 
Navigation, Department of the Treasury, 208. 

PUBLIC TRUSS ACT, 1897 :— 
Abstract of Crown Lands, intended to be dedicated to public purposes under, 8, 13.1 
PUBLIC TRUSTEE :-— 
Report-for year.ended 30th June, 1923, 48. <......css.giaye% nesmegudaghidas 42a sndes ceawey ea eunuannca utsens Rg . ’ 3 31 
PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1912: 
NoriFIcATION OF ResumeTION oR APPROPRIATION OF LAND UNDER, FOR THE FOLLOWING 
PURPOSES :-— 

Addition to Hickson-road, Sydney, 21. 

Bowral Water Supply, 21. | 

Canterbury, Campsie, Belmore, and Bankstown Sewerage, 21 (8). | 

Coff’s Harbour Improvements, 149. | 

Construction of a Breakwater at Port Kembla, 21. | 

Construction of a weir on Bumbuggan Creek, 126. 

Government Savings Bank Offices at Ashfield, 21. 

Government Savings Bank Offices at Newcastle, 21. 

Government Savings Bank Offices at Paddington, 21. 

Government Savings Bank Offices at Willoughby, 21, 149. 

Hunter District Water Supply, 21 (5), 40, 71. 

Junee Water Supply, 21. 

Lake Victoria Works, 21. 

Manly Water Supply, 21. 

Newcastle Stormwater Drainage, 21. 

Northern Suburbs Ocean Outfall Sewer, 21 (°), 71. 

Port Kembla Fire Station, 21. 

Public Recreation at Edwards Beach, Mosman, 8. | 

Public Recreation Ground at Kempsey, 19. | 


Public School purposes,—At Beaury Creek, Bilambil Upper, Bray’s Creek, Bronte, Bulli, 
Byrrill Creek, Caledonia, Corindi Upper, Glebe, Gordon, Kurnell, Limpinwood, Mark | 
Lodge, Mount Pritchard, Lyndfield, Oakburn, Rose Bay, Ryde North, Sandringham, | 
Sydney School of Arts, Tempe, Tosh’s Wongy, Woodburn, Woonona, and Yanco, 7. 

Quarry Purposes, on authorised line of Railway, between Glenreagh and Dorrigo, 149. 

Railway between Coonabarabran and Burren Junction, 7. | 

Railway between Regent’s Park and Cabramatta, 7. 

Railway between Sydenham and Botany, 7. 

Railway between Molong and Dubbo, 7, 

Railway traffic between Glenreagh and South Grafton, near Coft’s Harbour, 149. 

Railway traffic between Lideombe and Regent’s Park, by provision of Drainage Facilities at 
Berala, 149. 

Railway trafttic between Newcastle and Plattsburg, by provision of New Terminal Arrange- 
ments at Newcastle, 149. 


Railway traffic between Sydney and Albury by provision of Road Diversion near Wagga 
Wagga, 149. 


Railway trattic between Sydney and Albury by provision of Refuge Siding between Cullerin and 
Fish River, 7. 


. 
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PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1912 (continued ):— 
NorviricatioN’ oF RESUMPTION OR APPROPRIATION OF LAND UNDER, FOR THE FOLLOWING) 
PURPOSES (continued ):— 
Railway traftic between Sydney and Bourke, by provision of Drainage Facilities at Penrith, 
149. 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Newcastle, by provision of Wharf Facilities at Hawkes- 
bury River, 149. 
Railway traftic between Sydney and Nowra by provision of Over-bridge at North Wollongong, 21. 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Nowra by provision of Quadruplication between Sy dney| 
and Rockdale, 7. 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Nowra by provision of Improved Access to Banksia station, 7. 
Railway traffic between Flemington and Wardell-road by provision of additional accommodation 
for Marshalling Yards at Enfield, 7. 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Wallangarra by provision of Road Diversions near 
Armidale, 7. 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Nowra by provision of Duplication Arrangements at) 
Wollongong, 7 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Nowra, by provision of Carriage Shed at Mortdale, 149. 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Bankstown by the provision of Carriage Sheds at Punch- 
bowl, 7. 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Albury by provision of Gate House at Bowral, 7. 
Railway traffic between Sydney and Bourke by provision of Deviation between Bowenfels and 
Diwana, Part 2, 7. 
Railway trattic between Lidcombe and Regent’s Park by provision of Goods Loop and Regrading 
at Lidcombe, 7. 
Railway traftic beween Sydney and Parramatta by widening of Main Suburban line at Fleming- 


ton, 7. 
Railway traflic between Stockinbingal and Forbes by provision of Quarry Siding at Tubbul} 

Road, 7. 
Railway tratlic between Sydney and Albwey by provision of additional Water Supply at 

Henty, 7 


Railway attic between Sydney and Nowra by extension of Turntable Road at Kiama, 7. 

Railway traffic between Sydney and Wallangarra by provision of Railway Powder Magazine at 
Fassifern, 7. 

Railway traffic between Sydney and Wallangarra, by provision of Water Supply at Armidale, 
149 


Railway traffic between Urunga and South Grafton, by provision of Road Diversion at Glen- 
reagh, 149, 
Sydney Harbour Bridge, 21 (5), 40, 71. 
Sydney Water Supply, 21 (7). 
Tamworth Sewerage, 21. 
Tramway traffic between Burwood and Mortlake, by widening of road near Frederick- street, | | 
Mortlake, 7. 
Tramway traffic between MceMahon’s Point and Lane Cove by provision of Watering 
Arrangements at Artarmon, 21. 
Tramway traffic between Parramatta and Castle Hill by provision of additional accommodation 
at Model Farm road, 7. 
Tramway traffic between Sydney and Clovelly by maintaining proper street widths, at 
Clovelly, 7. 
Wybong Oreck Bridge, 21. 
Wyong nooart House, 21. | 
NOTIFICATIONS oF ResumpTIONS oF LAND, UNDER THE PusBnLic Works Act, 1912, AND THE 
LocaL GOVERNMENT Act, 1919, FoR :— | 
Access to Denistone Park, 21. 
Artesian well for Careunga Bore Water Trust, 126. | 
Bankstown Sanitary Depdt, 22, | 
Blackheath Drainage, 22. 
Blacktown Shire Council, Storage Depot, 71. 
Bronte Park, 22. 
Bundanoon Sanitary Depdt, 22. 
Canterbury Drainage, 21 (?). 
Canterbury Municipal Council for park purposes, 40. 
Canterbury Municipal Council for roadway purposes, 40. | 
7 Children’s playground at Bexley, 149. | 
Drainage easement in the Municipality of Prospect and Sherwood, 21. 
Electricity Substation at Wahroonga, 21. 
Extending a public road in Newcastle, 21. 
Extending Townson-street to Geceeny- -street, Kogarah, 22, | 
, Granville Municipal Council, 22. | 
; Gravel Pit in the Shire of Patrick Plains, 22. 
Hornsby Shire Council for roadway purposes, 40. 
Improving a public road at Rockdale, 149. 
Nowra Drainage, 21. 
Qaarry at Kurrajong, 22 | 
Recreation purposes within Nepean Shire, 22, 
Reserve at Kogarah, 149. 
Road-widening purposes at Lane Cove, 149, 
Rounding a street corner at Kogarah, 149. 
Springwood Public Recreation purposes, 22. 
Street-extension purposes at Rockdale, 149. 
Street-widening purposes at Manly, 22. 
Street-widening purposes at Kogarah, 21, 149, 
Street- -widening purposes at Sutherland, 149, 
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PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1912 continued) : — 
NovirIcaTions oF ResumpTions oF LAND, UNDER THE Pupstic Works Acr, 1912, AND THE! 
Locat GoverRNMENT Act, 1919, ror (continued) :— | 
Tumbarumba Water Supply, 22. . 
Water Supply Purposes and Storage Depét within the Blue Mountains Shire, 22. 
Widening King’s and Harris roads, Five Dock, 22. 
Woollahra Municipal Conncil for extending Grafton-street, 40. 
Woollahra Municipal Council for town-planning purposes, 40. 
PUBLIC WORKS FUND (See ‘‘ FINANCE”). : 
PURCELL, MR. M. (See ‘*SYDNEY HARBOUR TRUST”). 


R 
RACING :— 
Conpuct AND ContROL oF Pony :— | 4 
Progress Report from Select Committee (Jaid on Table of Assemb!y only), 208 -, oe ee 3 1283 
RAFFIJN, MR. J. W. (See ‘*‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). | 
RAGGATT, MR. HAROLD GEORGE (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
RAILWAYS (See also ‘‘ PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1912’) :— 


Report. of the Commissioners for quarter ended 3lst December, 1922, 7...........6..006 bee lee ee sludalen| oe ee 3 147 
Do do do SlsteMarch 19237 acter ton center neeee eects a Gal ees : 3 161 
Do do do S0th une, s19235 19 ipuacsnees menaee ena haere rene: eee,» 3 175 
Do do do 0th September; 1923) 134.0 css ee eeceeevaneeene Scan | ae 3 189 
Do do for year ended 30th June, 1923, 19.......sccac.cassoes Alan adnate uReeee ee fa Gh Rae ae 3 75 
Car BoDIEs :-— | 
Correspondence to the Agent-General, London, respecting shipmentof 50 Steel Car Bodies 
(for Electrification System) under order from the Leeds Forge Company, England (Laid on | 
Lableof Assembly Only Bd slenceadauncrtunaees pucsmanceessectes teed decues tameina amen hie eter tee ane Fite < sop8o0 3 249 
Ciaims or Mr. Grorce H. DINGLE AGAINST THE RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS :— 
Progress heportdromiselect: Committee s207)xg-pereee cea ee atslace e menece ee ee pean nah he ee eer on ba ise 3 207 
FREIGHTS AND FARES :— | 
Return showing comparative, New South Wales and Victoria (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 
AO sie Biaxesces gonsbe puurccns dink ot helshelvtuon dhe, Zee tele genta anda @cnhtas Adee sian eho ee ee ee og aL ae ; 
Mr. J. P. Lioyp, Inspector of EXAMINERS AND LEADING EXAMINER WILSON :— | ‘e ll 
Papers regarding charges against, 91. { | 
Mr. Francis P. SHEEHAN, CLERK :— 
Papers regarding, 137. | 
New RepDHEAD Estate AND CoAL Company, Limrrepb—ADAMSTOWN TO BELMONT :— 
Copy of agreement between, and Railway Commissioners, 73 ..........csgescedeccesesensensenssens asa chee, ee 3 203 
STATION-MASTER AT BROADMEADOW :— 
Report respecting charges against, 73. 
CamuRRA TO BoGGaBILLa :— / 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Railway from 
Gamurra to Bogeabilla,\ 8 54 sz cadenassbangsseasiuate ence hes etre mere ae eee eekeoe Saleh Ue eee ; 3 257 
GuYRA TO DoRRIGO : — 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Appendix relating to the proposed Railway | 
from ‘Guyra.to Dorrigo, 163 -sssceaessencntecn ee merce Petcare eros Vadose. corcubecceuneeasdl one. a ; 3 309 
Moss VALE To Port Kempria :— 
Xeport, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan relating to the proposed 
Railway from Moss Vale to Bort iWemblasn lic aeemeeenene ne eee tae tini. delice see temens jive 4 3 445 
TENTERFIELD TO CASINO :— 
Second Report, together with Minutes of Evidence relating to proposed Railway from 
Tenterfield’ to\Casmo, 155) amen on eeeeeete en ets Seek GaGORCROMR Section Rt ste sry a slots tise Tele a] a 3 531 


UNGARIE TO MoNIA GAP :— 
Report together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Railway from! 
Ungarie to Monia Gap, 8 .......00c00 PLN RT OTL ayes 4i5 Jane to sGaaeeaias oh Uk Ie ee eee | as ey 2 643 
URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon’s SIDING :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Railway from) 
Uranguinty towardsiMoon s.Sidings Bermtrageegee sts cs. seis, senses nas vanatecesies Reena de Al Sete 3 687 
WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN :— 


Valong towards Uoadobolemee i ete Me. ct... sc. cose, ae ae ce 49 
RANDWICK RIFLE RANGE (See ‘“* RIFLE RANGE”). : : 
RATCLIFF, DR. D. H. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
REGISTRAR-GENERAL :— 
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Aborigines Protection Act, 1909, 8. 
Agricultural Seeds Act, 110. 

Ambulance Transport Service Act, 1919, 8. | 
Architects Act, 1921, 7. | 
Audit Act, 1902, Tre:sury, 23. | 
Closer Settlement Acts, 8, 105. 
Commons Regulation Act, 1898, 197. 
Conveyancing Act, 1919, 6. 

Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, 8, ; | 
Dentists Act, 1912, 110. | 
Fisheries Act, 1902, 8. 
Forestry Act, 1916, 7. 
Fruit Cases Act, 1912, 110, 
Gas Acts, 1912-20, 21. | 
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REGULATIONS, RULES, AND- FORMS (continued) :— 
Government Savings Bank Acts, 1906-1920, 23 (?). 
Harbour and Tonnage Rates Act, 1920, 23, 63. 
Hay Irrigation Act, 1902, as amended by Irrigation Acts, 1912--1918, 6. 
Income Tax (Commonwealth) Collection Act, 1923, 143. | 
Industrial Arbitration Acts, 1912-1922, 21, 27, 137, 173, 177. 
Irrigation Acts, 1912-1918, 6 (§), 110. 
Land and Income Tax Assessment Acts, 1895-1904, 131, 143. | 
Legal Processes Facilitation Act, 1904 (Supreme Court Rule), 6. | 
Liquor Acts, 1912-1919, 6. 
Maintenance Orders (Facilities for Enforcement) Act, 1923, 197. 
Metropolitan Traffic Act, 1900, 33. 
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Acts, 1880-1916, 7. 
Mining Act, 1906, 6. 
Navigation Acts, 19i)1-4, 23 (8), 63, 131. 
Pastures Protection Act, 1912, 14 (2), 
Poisons Act, 8. 
Police Regulation Act, 1899, 8, 95, 110. 
Police Regulation (Superannuation) Act, 1906, 95, 110. 
Public Health Act, 1902, 8. 
Public Instruction Act, 7880, 19. 
Public Service Act, 1902- 1922, 6 (7), 14, 25, 41, 51, 77, 95, 103, 110, 120, 126, 134, 139, 141 
149, 155, 16], 168, 183, 197, 211. 
Returned Soldiers Settlement Act, 1916, 8, 89. 
Second-hand Dealers and Collectors Act, 1906, 33. 
Stamp Duties Acts, 1920-1922, 23 (?). 
Stock Act, 1901, 177. 
Stock Diseases (Tick) Act, 1901, 14 (?). 
Sunday Trading (Refreshment Rooms) Act, 1916, 57. 
Supreme Court Rules, 6 (°). 
Sydney Branch Royal Mint—Receipt and Coinage of Gold, 23. 
Sydney Harbour Trust Act, 1900, 23. 
Water Act, 1912, 6. 
Wentworth Irrigation Act, 1890, as amended by the Irrigation Acts 1912-1918, 6. 
Workmen’s Compensation (Lead Poisoning—Broken Hill) Act, 1922, 21, 105. 
Workmen’s Compensation (Broken Hill) Act, 1920, 21. 
RETURNED SOLDIERS SETTLEMENT ACTS, 1916-1919 :— 
Regulations under, 8, 89. ~ 
RETURNED SOLDIERS’ SETTLEMENT BRANCH, DEPARTMENT OF LANDS : 
Report on, for year ended 30th June, 1922. (Laid on Table of Council Only) See Joint Votst; 
ELEM SESSLO TIGL OA) MEER c's SA LG aU resto each sls vauahianusianercsnden diese engeers® “leaesesenvesdwaveds 
PRODUCE AND TRADING ACCOUNT :-— 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for year ended 30th June, 1923, 43 
RICHARDS, MR. G. M. (See ‘*‘ LOCAL GOVERNMENT”), 
RIFLE RANGE :— 
Memorandum respecting retransfer of Randwick, from Commonwealth to State, 107. 
RIVER MURRAY (See ‘‘ IRRIGATION ”’), 
ROADS (See ‘‘LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
ROSS, MR. J. K. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
ROYAL MINT :— 
Regulations of Sydney Branch—Receipt and Coinage of Gold at, 23. 


S 


SALARIES COMMITTEES (See ‘“* PUBLIC SERVICE”’), 
SALTER, MR. J. W. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
SECOND-HAND DEALERS AND COLLECTORS ACT, 1906 :— 
Regulations under, 33. 
SENATE (‘‘See FEDERAL ’’) 
SEWERAGE (See ‘‘PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1912”; also ‘“‘METROPOLITAN BOARD OF 
WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE” ; also ‘« PETITIONS vy: 
SHARFSTEIN, DR. L. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE ”). 
SHEEHAN, MR. FRANCIS P. (See ‘“RAILWAYS”’). 
SHIRES (See ‘* LOCAL GOVERNMENT”), 
SIGHT-TESTING (See ‘‘ PETITIONS ”). 
SMITH, MR. E. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
SMITH, DR. D. T. RUSTON (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
SPARK, MR. G. E. (See ‘‘ LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
SOLDIERS (See ‘‘ CROWN LANDS ”), 
SOUTH COAST (See ‘‘CROWN LANDS”). 
SOUTHWELL, MISS G. E. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
STAMP DUTIES :— 
Regulations under Acts, 23 (?). 
Minute in regard to the exemption from, of certain documents, 23. 
Do do on orders for payment of salary and wages, 208. | 


STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE :— 
Report from (laid on Table of Assembly only), 135. ..0.scccccessceccansnseevenceenensesnen ees Geeeneasnn oe ot 
STATE ABATTOIRS : -- 


Statement concerning use of Fertilizer bags at, 168. 
STATE CHILDREN (See ‘‘CHIL'D WELFARE DEPARTMENT ”). 
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STATE DEBT COMMISSIONERS :— D 689 
Report for year ended 30thiJ une, 1923, "71... .ccsesvescus pi sdecss cnenas ceutacomese taameencbrpnns=scneke ind ane™ ieee o sna ueaS : 
STATE ENTERPRISES :— : 
Balance-sheets, Trading Accounts, &c., for the year ended 30th June, 1923, together with the 
Report of the Auditor-General on State Industrial Undertakings for year ended 30th June, 3 975 
1923 (Lard on Table of Assembly only), 207 .......ccccoscesessccssessssecnceseencentaneceersstaeeseneeees 2 tee 
CasE oF Mr. FRANK GRIBBEN, LATE OF JVEPARTMENT OF :— 3 1035 
Report from Select Committee (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 198. ..cceeccsseeceressers te teeeeeeneees primi jen GoncH 


STATE TRAWLING INDUSTRY :— 
Information respecting establishment and disposal of State Trawlers (Laid on Tuble of Assembly 
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STOCK (See also ‘‘ AGRICULTURE”) :— 
STOCK ACT, 1901] :— 
Regulations under, 177. 
STOCK DISEASES (TICK) ACT, 1901 :— 
Regulations under, 14 (?). 
SUMMONS (See ‘‘ DISTRICT COURTS ACT, 1912”. é 
SUNDAY TRADING (REFRESHMENT ROOMS) ACT, 1916 :— : 
Regulations, 57. / 
SUPERANNUATION :— 
SraTeE BoaRD :— 


Fourth Annual Report for year ended 30th June, 1923, 139 .......cccccccesseeneeserenceecaeieneeeseeseecs SLIME we gos fone 3 13 
POLICE AND REWARD Funp :— 9 
Statement of Receipts and payments for year ended 30th June, 1928, 43 .......c0c6. ceceeceetereetees sls Nl oe rp ue eel 4 1191 


SUPREME COURT ACTS :— 
Rules, under, 6 (8). 
SYONEY CRICKET GROUND :— 


Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the year ended 30th June, 1923, 14 ....ccieeeseeees nee SU: 3 1355 
SYDNEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL :— | 

Report:of Trustees for’ 19220191... fics: ccivedssisackhe mevedercdeunes toe vases os Jem Seen aati ale ee fame ety 1 367 
SYDNEY HARBOUR TRUST :— f | 

Regulations under Act, 23. 

Report of Commissioners for the year ended 30th June, 1923, 95 ...ccccc sccceecccceesseseseeceeaeenens so ll pcg 1 443 

Statement of Accounts for year ended 30th June, 1923, 64 ..c..cceececcccnes ceeceeeetesece sesseeeeereeens Eo ee UO ieee 469 

Case oF Mr. M. Purce.i: 4 
Report from Select Committee (laid on Table of Assembly only), 175... cesccccccsescccesececueseescnaees eT he 1 485 


SYDNEY INDUSTRIAL BLIND INSTITUTION :— 
Papers respecting Alleged Refusal to Re-employ certain Blind People, 168 


TAXATION (See ‘‘ FINANCE”). 
TENTERFIELD (See RAILWAYS’), 

THE ‘‘ROCKS” (See ‘‘ HOUSING”), 
THOMAS TAYLOR TRUST ESTATE BILL :— 


Report from Select Committee (Jaid on Table of Council only), 183 ..cccccccceccccscstecsecsseteesesccreee] oc. | veeees 1 1022 
THOMPSON, MR. G. J.-A. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE’”’). 
TONNAGE RATES (See ‘‘ HARBOUR AND TONNAGE RATES ACT, 1920”). | 
TOOTH, DR F. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). | 
TOURIST RESORTS (See “GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU anv TOURIST RESORTS”). 
TRADE. UNIONS :— 
Report of, Registrar for year ended (30th d umeip1 922), Siem: done stares .1csedse techies osseveeernnarveeeceentene aah en 2 823 
TRAMWAYS (See also ‘‘ PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1922”) :— 
Keport of the Commissioners for quarter ended 3lst December, 1922, 7 .......ce.cecceccseeuseeeneees| cae | vances 3 147 
Do do do do alsteMarchis, 1923... dense scant nina eee eee cee eee eae eee 3 161 
Do do do do SOthe June) O25 01 90) ne al.k eee eee eee ee rsd a eee 3 175 
Do do do doe ScUE September, 1923, 134) i.cc.c, cess eee ae ee ee 3 189 
Do do for year ended 30th June, 1923, 19......... a atathe Rng Sa Rea ae cea mc Aaa © eee 3 75 
BETWEEN THE Existing Bonpi (via BELLEVUE HILL) anp Warson’s Bay Systems, via SopHta 
AND Harpy STREETS :— | 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence relating to the proposed Tramway between the| 
existing Bondi (vza Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay Systems, via Sophia and Hardy| 
Streets, LOT vec casscsvicsSe eceies ease Ve tae ee nae ee tee EE eee NE rl ie ts AR I 1h eal eee io *803 


ENFIRLD TO BANKSTOWN :~~ 
Report together with Minutes of Evidence relating to the proposed Tramway from Enfield to 
Bankestowny 197 ...c.0 st cldpvedemaey as capepepa sane a een oeAy ect oe nee me fe 0. ch ce os 3 871 
HABERFIELD TO Dosroyp Point :— , 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Tramway from 
Haberfield to Dobroyd Point, 168 
Aone Lyon’s Roap, DRUMMOYNE To Five Dock :— 
Second Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Tramway 
along Lyon’s-road, Drummoyne to Five Dock, 168 
CurL Curt TO FRESHWATER :— 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan relating to the proposed Tramway from 
Curl Curl to: Rrésh water 17755 os.isp: betesrens noe vation atsecen oso pate iain emu taunatete os ee meee 
TRAWLING INDUSTRY (See ‘““STATE TRAWLING INDUSTRY ”), 
fREASURY INSURANCE BOARD :— 
Report for the year ended 30th June, 1923, 64........sccccsescceces sesseeetecees Bianectecnenroccek Secaneat eA tote ae 2 687 
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UNAUTHORISED IN SUSPENSE (See ‘‘ FINANCE”). 
UNEMPLOYED :— 

Return showing number in the State for each month of years 1917-1923, 71. 

Memorandum respecting employment in Country Districts at rates other than those fixed by 

Arbitration Awards, 107. 
CHRISTMAS CHEER :— 

Statement respecting relief works, 183. 
UNGARIE (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS ”). 
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY :— 

Riepormol Sonate ford 922" Te sage segeen on-canascaoreacter estate» SA Mota ct he dhe cd duade com caqods Ce RER er REe Dace SS ah aaah. ee 1 891 

By-laws, 7 (8), 31, 63. 
UPPER HASTINGS CO-OPERATIVE DAIRY COMPANY (See ‘‘ LOCAL GOVERNMENT”). 
URANQUINTY (See ‘“‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 


V | 
VALUATION OF LAND ACT, 1916 :— 
Statement of Accounts under, for year ended 30th June, 1923, 19. ..,.. dddeogahegdanabropescuscBuanederS Sete oenthc 1 993 
VINES, MISS B. S. K. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). , 
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS :— 
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WALLER, MR. P. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE ”). 
WARTON, MR. K. C. (See ‘‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
WARREN, PROFESSOR (See ‘* FIRE BRIGADES ”’). 
WATER ACT, 1912 :— 

By-laws under, made by Trustees of certain Bore Trusts, 161 (*). 

Regulation under, 6. 
WATER AND SEWERAGE RATING (See ‘* PETITIONS ”). 
WATER CONSERVATION AND IRRIGATION (See also ‘‘ IRRIGATION ”) :— 

Regulations under Acts, 6 (8). 

Report of Commission for year ended 30th June, 1923, 197 ..........:cccce cee see eee censaeseeeeeee: san enees 
WATER SUPPLY (See also ‘‘ METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWER- 

AGE”; also ‘‘ PUBLIC WORKS ACT, 1912”; also ‘‘ PETITIONS ”) :— 
MUNICIPALITY oF BLACKHEATH :— 
Report from Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 134.............0.. ndaspaBanndedone ph aE daseen 3 1219 
MerropoLtitaN BoARD—POLIcy OF PRESENT MINIS®ER :— 
Statement respecting the policy of the present Minister in regard to the Metropolitan Board of 
Water Supply and Sewerage and the Sydney Water Supply (/aid on Table of Assembly 
EE TERS coral cou GAS eerie SD CRE RIE RE ee, a te ne a ea eee barake 3 1215 

WATSON, MR. A. A. (See ‘“‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
WATSON’S BAY (See ‘‘ TRAMWAYS”’). 
WAUCHOPE (See ‘‘ LOCAL GOVERNMENT’). 
WAYS AND MEANS (See ‘‘ FINANCE”). 
WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS IN COMMITTEE, Nos. 1 toll .......... 5p San deeRoodteebe sdcnchder 1 245 
WELCH, DR. K. ST. VINCENT (See ‘*‘ PUBLIC SERVICE”). 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BRANCH, CHIEF SECRETARY’S OFFICE :— : 

Bre tone pene! 92> a0 lente teeter ott aes ore He victitaaes cWicnnniecemn ma seces ned eve eRbec nibs «sitet isn teneadevivenene Sewer (fs ae 3 1357 
WENTWORTH (See ‘‘CURLWAA (WENTWORTH) IRRIGATION AREA”). 
WENTWORTH IRRIGATION ACT, 1890 :— 

Regulations under, as amended by Irrigation Acts, 6. 
WESTERN LANDS :— 


neh 3 1045 


Eeport of boar ior year ended o0th June, L923) 21 ey csreecauee cinesseeusertevseesstvesinesesesenss| Gav | ewaane al 247 
Report of Board for year ended 30th June, 1922. (Laid on Table of Council only). (See Joint 
VOU lee OME SOSSUON, LOLOV. teams Wee aciadacaacite saisretced solve seis aMenionectcMeis calc sess aac anaemia es teaeevseanel 
Particulars of Leases issued under provisions of Acts, 8, 126. 
WHARVES (See “ JETTIES ”), 
WHEAT :— 
POoLs :— 
Recommendation of the Board appointed to assess the amount of compensation payable by the 
Government in respect of losses caused through faulty administration of the 1916-17 and 
1917-18 Wheat Pools (Laid on Table of Assembly only), 21.........06. 00008 Re ccieacseracene sae en pov ees (A Meee ages 1 79 
AREA :— 
Memorandum by the Government Statistician regarding the area of New South Wales within 
which experience has shown that wheat for grain can be grown profitably, 33.............e0000( 62 | cae aes 1 "3 


WILSON, LEADING EXAMINER See (‘‘ RAILWAYS ’”’), 
WINE BARS See (‘‘ PETITIONS ”). 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT, 1910-1916 :— 

Report of Registrar of Friendly Societies, &c., on transactions under, for year ended 30th 

RETUT CEL 22S dete Serene ce cm rents, nn apn Wi tere Tl tie Ree Mbe rN OGG AC NR Ae etd rei 3, eauek few) SOsEC 2 893 
WORKMEN’S ‘COMPENSATION (BROKEN HILL) ACT, 1920:— 
COMPENSATION SCHEME :— 

Amendment of, 21, 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION (LEAD POISONING—BROKEN HILL) ACT, 1922 :— 

Regulations under, 21, 105. _ 
WYALONG (See ‘‘ PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS”). 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 
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PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD. 


(TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. ) 


To His Excellency the Honorable Sir WituraM Portus CuLiten, Knight 
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint 
George, Lieutenant-Governor of the State of New South Wales and _ its 
Dependencies, in the Commonwealth of Australia. 


May IT PLEASE Your EXCELLENCY, — 


In accordance with the provisions of section 12 of the Public Service Act, 1902, the Public 
Service Board have the honor to present to your Excellency their Annual Report upon the Public 
Service. 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE SERVICE. 
The Board have continued the policy stated in their previous reports, viz. :— 


1. To make the fullest use of the opportunities presented by the occurrence of vacancies to effect 
reorganisations and savings, and, at the same time, to reduce appointments from outside the Service to 
the smallest dimensions practicable. 

2. To gradually reduce the number of temporary employees, replacing them (if necessary) by juniors 
qualified by examination for permanent appointment ; and 

(a) Before filling a vacancy to first ascertain whether it cannot be left unfilled or filled at less 
cost ; 

(b) Ifat all possible, to fill vacancies from within the Service by transfer or otherwise, instead of bringing 
additional persons into the Service. 

During the last three years the number of appointments from outside the Service to the permanent 
staff (excepting teachers, junior clerks, typists and cadets) has totalled 44, all of them to positions requiring 
special qualifications not available in the Public Service. The following is a list of such appointments, 
almost all of which were to fill vacancies caused by death, retirement or resignation. One half of the 
appointments were of medical officers and dentists :— 


Director of Conservatorium of Music. Dentists (5). 
Publicity Officer (twice). Assistant Engineer Surveyor. 
Medical Officers (15). Principal Assistant to Chief Electrical Engineer. 
Assistant Microbiologists (2). Viticultural Expert. 
Inspector of Mines. Inspector of Collieries (2). 
Inspectors of Factories and Shops and Library Assistant. 
Industrial Inspectors (3). Botanic Assistant. 
Senior Dairy Instructor. Sanitary Inspectors (2). 
Mechanician at Observatory. Assistant Inspectors of Fisheries (2). 
Engineering Draftsman. Assistant Forester. 


PERSONNEL OF THE SERVICE. 


On the 30th June, 1923, there were 16,033 permanent and 3,535 temporary officers and employees 
under the control of the Public Service Board—total 19,568. Of this number, the services of 251 permanent 
officers and 434 temporary employees are only partly at the disposal of the Government: the figures for 
full-time officers and employees at 30th June last, therefore, being 15,782 and 3,101 respectively. Of these, 
11,821 were males and 7,062 females—total 18,883. 


The numbers employed in the Service on 30th June, 1922, and 30th J une, 1923, were :— 


a 


30th June, 1923, 
30th June, b> 
1922, 
Full Time. | Part Time. | Total, 
A. 

Educational Division (Inspectors, Teachers, &c.), Depart- | 
ment.of Public Instruction: 2 :0-.ccssessecdc.t kde: 9,073 8,871 412 9,283 Increase 210 
*General Staffs of Mental Hospitals ...........cc..cececceeeeess 1,249 1,240 vn | 1,240 | Decrease 9 
General Staffs of Hospitals for Infirm............cc0cccececceues 565 571 . | 571 | Increase 6 
{General Staff of Prisons Department................c0cccee000- 23 315 ie 315 | Increase 49 
LE Otal is sow Necevteas eee occiscee et oecseee, 11,160 10,997 412 | 11,409 Increase 249 
B, ch 
Bs eee LIEV ISEONS 5.0 o5siaes coon SoA eek. co) RR NE nk AO 10 9 a3 9° Decrease 1 

Professional Division and Educational Division, Agri- 
culture Department ........... CBRL EE aac aiee eee ae 1,278 1,276 a 1,278 

MOGUL UVISIGIN cc cen 02d) cats Se NN ne Eek ed 3,358 3,290 wa 3,290 Decrease 68 
BORGER TIL VASLOT ents eet 6c ocd eed cs). 3,604. 3,311 20 3,331 Decrease 273 
CULE OUETE CH Adnan eo Reimeraioneesemy: Po iS ina Riedie Bre iad 256 Se 251 251 Decrease 5 
iv We ie Re mee ores Baa Be 8,506 7,886 273 | +8,159° | Decrease 347 
GrandeTotahe te | 19,666 | 18,883 685 | 19,568 | Decrease 98 


* Appointed by the Inspector-General of Mental Hospitals. 
{ Appointed by the Comptroller-General of Prisons. 
t Includes 229 employees in State Industrial Enterprises and Government Dockyard; Walsh Island, 


The 
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The following table shows the increase, or decrease, in the personnel (under the provisions of the 
Public Service Acts) in the several Departments during the year ended 30th June, 1923 :— 


ee NR NRC RS SBR A SE ET ES SE i 


Department. Increase. Decrease. 
|g nT cy aa Re SA te RS iis Sdn on oa) Ato Nene Rant se asiiboL Ie aiooee dc oaado one oy 
ChistiSeorétity'and Public Health... !icii.i.scsccosebsssensecs ttonsavastosendeensassavgenses ae 4 
Tréasuryn.. ih... Be en. eee Oy OEE BS > PRE 1) Ee Te Eh A bai horn ie, 250 
Attomey-General and of Justices. cent. ment anc we erty ene tence ose re sujet onameee ane dase 67 oe 
176s (ae ee R RARER net nnbcr cardiac associa 0rd oe basa ROC Scat catasononfoucs ba 63 
Piblic “WOLrks:-c..0acccccoscccneacsrante teeters ceeoer ocean creeei ae acetone sun suneeinescemeses 18 eee 
industrial Undertakings, &0.).i.1sd;:ane+dogeovconeee seas eee een tee ase hee svat ssacea eee senate is 93 
iPublicsnstructiony. cesses tee te 1 doves cuentas eouoesiienemaccetamepadtsmracionaneteceeseses 200 vee 
Local Goyernntente crit eocscortanct isacatieroierenchtrencteemecenccsoms acaccumker es neaecs 4 
Labourand [ndastry. ictiasto.. dosiiel.. AG isecl te aed cet tee rates ade ep aha ease cos 8 
Apriculture crsrtacccaccbs toesen coke vec eeaes scene cnc nate ae te totiemeemecmetintete cteaanee tar sisceiecs 32 
MimeS Ji teesesteasncdes cacomhe entree baat eet Ones oes Eh ae en ee eee et sat 9 
Public Seryice:Board Beercieerccsccosersc ccs ccsecescwecansasteeensecasteateace nett atine nes eee 6 
Western Land Boards. sses et tars ee coat cd cae ee tascedn da teetne cosas tamere de aeneaseces ose 2 


It will be seen from the foregoing statements that while the increase in the Educational Division, 
the Gaols and Hospitals, amounted to 249, there was a reduction in the rest of the Service of 347, leaving a 
net reduction of 98. 


The increase in Department of Labour and Industry, however, includes five persons employed in 
Medical Inspection Bureau, Broken Hill, and paid for by Mining Associations. 


The increase in Department of Agriculture includes eight gardeners, previously employed, who 
have been brought under the provisions of the Public Service Act. 


These two increases are, therefore, only nominal, and, apart from them, the decrease in the Service 
amounted to 111 persons. 


PERMANENT OFFICERS. 


The following table shows the number of permanent officers employed under the Public Service Acts 
on 30th June, 1923, grouped according to their classification :— 


Division. Male. Female. | Total. 


PERSONS TEMPORARILY EMPLOYED. 


The number of persons temporarily employed in the various Departments under the provisions of 
the Public Service Acts on 30th June, 1923, is given in the following return :— 


= whee - . Part- . 
tomtom | nl oms| Sout tee | 
Division, "| Division. > Employees. Including Part-time. Excluding Part-time. 
Departments, ; = | 
o a o ) ov o . o 
s/ee)/2)2h¢| 2 ]2]2)2])¢]2)2]414 13 
4 | ote eee | a] | S| ke ee 
Premiers cece cs ecesees.sseceueer I asl Mp Bte it he |h Ga) cee 23 | 3 29 12 4] 29 12 4] 
Chief Secretary’s .......-.++0+ 19) = Sel S ieee eeecme |e 98 373 | 3 138°} 383°} 521 135.| 383] 518 
IPPOASULY, ccaesesesisapites esate DB lovee | OD a(el2 Teme. | (2980) GSeln Dee Di Soa. ee eG a 3 5 san mele) Ce pene 
Attorney-General and Jus- | | 
RICO sesds seas one tebe tae meeee 2 lis. 1-20 Wee ihaee |... Gamiole 94 49 | 143 94 49 | 143 
Public Service Board ........ Pn eee Leeda kare evel or 1 | 2 3 5 2 3 5 
ANOS tes ors cssieacotehs to> oieeal 13 >. 1449.) LO Wee a... TE DY lence hess LS 31 168 | ~ 137 31 168 
Western Land Board loyccc.n.|i casi ban sen eesti eeteeen |iemenctons| iano Le ease Re Ee 1 Ep 1 | 1 RR 1 
Pimple WOLrkKS <.2.-.2¢2to-cseses BS leew er Om Om eee oe] a0 ol Gel c. 1 | 303 31 | 334) 303 30 | 333 
Industrial Enterprises ...... BB yell see BL! Vay os | oe Gas ieee teeta amelels 24) 202, 178 24} 202 
Public Instruction.....°....... 5]... | 14 | 15 |) 44 13898 | 245 |114 |365 | 47 | 673.| 574 11,247 | 308 | 527] 835 
Local Government ............ Be aes 2 DD aitwees. | veck 1 era |e 3 5 8 3 5 8 
Valuer-General ..............5. 14 {68 LOM 2 lem hl U4 GRAPE se fy 25 2 27 25 2 27 
Labour and Industry......... 2 iWncss |, 89 | PRO aie fee 23.| 3} 2) 3 36 is} 51 34 12 46 
INITIO Rio ae ge astenaion sesso sie ctetts yf Meeceeliea 23a] SS Nears AE) sect anse rims 44 5) 49 “44° 2 46 
A pricwiture jy ccnsccsesecre- tate 52 |) s. $628 | 25 |...) ... 8] GLSB | 6). Te jeeres| = 243 31 | 274 | 236 31 | 267 
OPES br Vance se Matera ameeaas Deere pee oral aretern| omtertsea | etre LA ailerons Peedi Icon TBSP PS cad 18 LS 3 |\geese 18 
4 Woh 25 BBS endtan chara 198 | 3 /310 {162 |.44 {398 | 1,328 /658 |379 | 55 | 2,259 | 1,276 | 3,535 | 1,880 | 1,221 |3,101 


Almost the whole of the part-time employees (434) are employed in the Education Department. 
During the twelve months ended 30th June, 1923, the numberof persons temporarily employed has 
been further reduced from 3,811 to 3,535. This reduction of 276 has been brought about mainly by the 
termination of the employment of various employees in the Government Printing Office and the Industrial 
Undertakings. Since 
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Since 30th June, 1920, the number of temporary employees has, in various ways, been reduced by 969. 
It will be seen from the above figures that temporary employees may be classified as follows :— 


Professional ... Fe 3) Oy Fi e: 5h cb -, aee 
Clericul Bl oo Ae 7 ee oe on ete TF: 
Kdueational . ... x4 oT tas tag t a w. , 442 
General iti fs ats a ivan 52 ee ... 1,986* 
* Principally Hospitals, Government Printing Office, Dredge Service, Department of Agriculture (Farms, &c.), Industrial 
Undertakings. 


Since 30th June, 1920, the increase in the number of teachers and persons employed in hospitals and 

gaols (exclusive of Professional and Clerical Officers) was— 
‘Teachers ie me of ee on anf ee .. 958 
Employees in Hospitals and Gaols.., Ae oe *? fe gas! 


Total <<: ft sie ae fo Fe ES 


Apart from these services (which necessarily expand with the growth of the population) there has in 
the last three years been a decrease in the Service by 385, leaving a net increase of 731 in the number 
of officers and employees. 


INCREASING COST OF EDUCATION AND OF PRISONS, HOSPITALS, &e. 


The increase (nearly 1,000 in three years) in the number of teachersin Primary, Secondary, and 
Technical Schools is the principal factor affecting the cost of the Public Service. During the same 
period of three years the number of pupils increased by nearly 40,000—an average increase of one 
teacher for every forty additional pupils. 

While the Govérnment continues to undertake to the same extent the education of the young, 
a large increase in thé number of teachers will be reuired each year, as the increase in the number 
of pupils exceeds 10,000 each year. 

To a lesser extent an annual increase in the number of employees in the hospitals for the 
mentally afflicted, the sick and infirm, and in the gaols may be expected. The total increase in the 
general staffs of these institutions during the last three years was 158. 

During the last financial year by reductions in other branches of the Service the increase (249) 
in the number of teachers, &c., was provided for, and a further reduction of 98 effected. 

It would be necessary to reduce the rest of the Service (8,159 officers and employees; or about 
7,000 exclusive of the Government Printing Office and Industrial Enterprises) by between 200 and 300 
ofiicers a year to keep pace with the growth of the teaching staffs and the staffs of the hospitals and 
gaols. As the schools, hospitals, and gaols earn revenue to a very limited extent only, it will be seen 
that the growth of their stafis means an increasing charge upon State funds. 

In other branches of the Service, however, the employment of more officers may mean the earning 
of considerably more revenue. Thus, employees under the Minister of Justice increased last year by 67. 
This number was more than accounted for by the following increases :-— 


Prisons sie ey i at id saa az. i 40 
Petty Sessions me ae ot dee i oe 17 
Registrar-General’s Office... s ae ni 16 


During the same period the revenue collected by the Registrar-General increased by over £19,000, and 
Petty Sessions Revente increased hy £12,509, which greatly exceeded the cost of the additional stafi. 
EMPLOYMENT OF FEMALES IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


_ The following table shows the number of females employed in the Public Service on 30th June, 
1925 :— , £¥ 


Department. Permanent, Temporary. Total. 
] 

PAR MREE A 23 58 ou vi silbad Hiiyidd. Cncadodas Fgh Pepi ead RTE k 12 19 
teh EE CURR Rte ra bo N5 cS wast Mbenc dis ode cat vvcarose cride khastaes ya ee 383 1,095 
MNS Boe rt alte MAST ds io (ks coRacintce dite? + vast capes ixve 157 TE | 268 
Attorney-General and of Justice... OR il lccsseecseeses 105 49 154 
Public Service Board..,.... Rae eee eases te MRSA SORE aL x eet stein a LOR || 3 13 
HIVE aX Teh) Beetiaeane oes ter nS HBR ERE) Brie cep nh Sand ae, Ran ne 57 see, | 88 
Western Land Board.............. Rc CRAARRI eases cinta rico iano dace MA Cenee 1 bac 1 
Ee ORE ie ba, cet aeaui's ceca eee ay cine: ern oer ee 52 | 31 83 
Pariser tse En GopPCISeS: .,cs.s-crddises cesses cuanscelredetteneccteseaet: 1 24 25 
SUB HE AMSG CRD ENON: oy cil, vs aeqsy pha wepwa ce Fid. s.'#oogave ckvckydepnoeen: 4,655 574 5,229 
pS EAT Se 2 9 5 14 
RY LE MOORE eee rete oc sccercdioies % paoceies vorcsc ccseadsatons 4 2 6 
Besrereaey Greed: PURGE Yoo gy sy os kSn vaeeineeaa veisv io focsi civbossoaststoeees 32 15 47 
NOR ap ie or Re Ey Re a ne a ee me 10 5 15 
TIO AEE Ge crates em hepans das hep caind tapas cde dated cowinohons . 32 31 63 
BOPORGY Vr, ihc cance sat eager BOING oie g ea opin See by inc earr hs .. 3 ee 3 

5,847 1,276 7,123* 


* Includes 61 employees whose services are only partly at the disposal of the Government. 
About six-sevenths of the female officers and employees are teachers or nurses. 
Girls are being employed wherever possible on minor office work, such as typing, which is not 
appropriate for boys qualified by examination for permanent employment. This is found to be both 
convenient and economical, as, in most cases, the girls do not enter the Clerical Division of the Public 
Service with the object of making it their life’s career, as educated boys do SALARIES, 
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SALARIES. 


Salaries paid to officers as at 30th June, 1923, totalled £5,312,574 per annum. Of this amon’, 
£2,912,000 Was for teachers in the Department of Pukhc Instruction. 


AMENDMENTS OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE ACTS AND INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACTS. 
Salaries Committees—Appeai Tribunal. 


During the vear two very important amendments of the law were made. 


(1) The Industrial Arbitration Acts were so amended as to take away from Public Servants coming 
under the operation of the Public Service Acts the right to go to the State Industrial Arbitration Court for 
an Award, leaving them to have their remuneration determined under the provisions of the Public Service 
Acts. 


(2) The Public Service Acts were amended to provide that salaries and grade of officers and employees 
receiving less than £526 per annum should be determined by Salaries Committees constituted on an entirely 
new basis. Instead of a Committee appointed by the Board to deal with the salaries of any officers or 
class of officers specified in the appointment, new committees are constituted for the several Divisions of 
each Department, each consisting of three officers, viz. :— 


One representative of the Board, 
One representative of the Department, 
One officer elected by officers of each Division (7.e., Clerical, Professional, Educational or General). 


One hundred and fourteen Salaries Committees have been appointed by the Board. 


The Bill as introduced into the Legislative Assembly provided that the old power of the Board to 
alter or vary (subject to a right of appeal by the officer concerned) any determination of a Salaries Committee 
should continue in operation. During the passage of the Bill through Parliament, however, an amendment 
of vital consequence was introduced into the Bill and became law. It takes away irom the Board all power 
to vary any determinations of a Salaries Committee. If the Board do not agree with any such determination 
they may refer it back to the Committee for reconsideration. If the Committee adheres to its determina- 
tion, the Board must either concur or refer such determination to a new Appeal Tribunal consisting of a 
District Court Judge and two members of the Board. Gfficers may appeal either to the Board or the 


Tribunal. . 
It may be doubted whether the serious effect of such amendment was foreseen or intended. 


One effect is to take away from the Board a great deal of the power which is necessary to enable 
them to maintain economy and also efficiency in the Public Service. 


The authority of a Salaries Committee rests principally with the Departmental representative who 
acts on that Committee. If the Departmental representative and the employees’ representative favour an 
increase in a salary, the Board’s only opportunity of having a reduction made (if they think one is called 
for) is to refer the matter to the Appeal Tribunal. The Tribunal is in every way competent to determine 
the matters which may come before it; but, in the Board’s opinion, a hearing hy the Tribunal is not an 
appropriate means of determining such comparatively minor matters. The cost of the Tribunal itself and 
the leneth of time necessarily involved in the hearing of such matters is (the Board consider) quite out of 
proportion to the im;-ortance of most of the matters to be determined. 


These facts will deter the Board from referring many cases to the Tribunal. The only alterna- 
tive is to concur with decisions of which they do not approve, and their power to maintain economical 
gntrol over the numerous Salaries Committees will, in practice, be very small. 


Fortunately, the amending Act contains a new section enabling the Board to fix the salaries 
of classes of officers by agreement with the Associations or Organisations representing such classes, 
and agreements covering 14,020 officers and employees have already been made Details of these 
agreements are given later in this Report. 


Though comparatively few appeals are made to the Tribunal (nine out of every ten appellants 
electing to have their appeal heard by the Board instead of by the Tribunal), the Board desire most 
emphatically to express their view that their former power as the fine! authority in salary matters should 
be restored to them. The task of maintaining both economy and efficiency in the Public Service is at any 
time, and especially under present-day conditions, an exceedingly arduous one, and must become more 
difficult as their authority is reduced. 


APPEALS AGAINST DETERMINATIONS OF SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES. 


At the time of the passing of the Public Service (Amendment) Act, 1922, the Board had 327 
appeals to hear and others came in subsequently. As it was impossible, to cope with so many (two Members 
of the Board having to sit at the hearing of each appeal), the Board exercised the power given them by 
the Act quot-d, and delegated the hearing of 231 appeals to Mr. W. M. Macfarlane, formerly Chief Stipendiary 
Magistrate, Comptroller-Gencral of Prisons, &c., who had had unusual magisterial and administrative 
experience. In addition, the Board themselves heard and determined 294 appeals, involving ninety-four 
sittings. 

Following upon the recently completed review of all salaries by Salaries Committees, or the 
Board, great numbers of appeals are being received. Since 16th November, 1922 (the date the 
Public Service Amendment Act, 1922, came into force) the total number of appeals against salary 
determinations is 1,426. Of these 1,298 are to the Public Service Board themselves, and 128 to the 
Appeal Tribunal; more are still to come.’ Of these appeals, 252 have been heard, but there are 1,174 te be 
heard. 

The 
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The hearing of such an unprecedented number of appeals would take up most of the Board’s time 
for many months, to the exclusion of more important work, at least two Members of the Board having to 
sit on each appeal. It will be essential for the Board to have assistance in disposing of them. 


g given the Board authority to delegate their power of hearing appeals to 
some fit person other than a Member of the Board, such authority might well be extended to allow 
of one Member of the Board hearing an appeal. This would creatly facilitate the transaction cf 
the Board’s business. The ¢reat majority of appeals do not involve more than £25 per annum. 


Parliament having 


The Board believe that the number of appeals has been increased by the fact that the Board 
have been deprived of their former power to fix any individuaPsalary up to £525 per annum, except 
upon an appeal. Tormezly, when deciding an appeal, the Board would at the same time adjust, 
if necessary, the salary of any non-appellant oflicer whose seniority might be adversely atiected by 
the decision on the appeal. Now the Board cannot remedy a result of that kind, and officers try 
to safeyuard their interests as against other officers by lodging appeals. 


As stated above, officers may appea! either to the Board or the Tribunal. This option creates a 
practical difficulty, as out of a group of officers working together and performing similar work some may 
appeal to the Board and others to the Tribunal, and the decisions of the two appeal authoritics may not 
harmonic. 


BIENNIAL REVIEW GF SALARIES. 


Th a previous report the Board pointed cut that the right of an ofL-cer to ask for an ircreace of salary 
whenever and as often as he liked, and, if not satisficd with the decision cn such application, to appeal 
against that decision, involved an excessive demand upon the Board’s time. The Board proposed a 
periodical review of salaries, and the amending Act of 1922 adopts this principle, providir g— 


“Before the thirticth day of April in the year one thousand rine hundred ard twenty-three or 
such other date as may be fixed by the Governor by proclamation, cach Salarics (a mmittee shall in 
the preseribed form and manner irform the Beard of its determination as to grades and salaries, ard 
thereaiter shall so inform the Board in the month of April in each secord year. 


«¢ Applications for an increase or readjustment of salary shall be made to the Board in the manner 
prescribed, and by it referred to the Salaries Cemmittee. No such application shall be dealt with 
by the Salaries Committee except at the biennial dctermination of grades and salaries, unless the Board 
is satisfied that the applicant has, as a result of promotiors or CN sO been allotted duties 
substantially different from those on the basis of which his existing salary was assessed.” 


Following upon this provision the Board have limited the duration of pen under sccticn 3 (1) 
to two years. 

With the exception of Teachers in Primary and Secondary Schools (whose salaries will be reviewed 
before 30th June, 1924), ard of certain Dredge and Navigation employees, the next general review cf 
salaries will not take place until the first half of 1925, 


AGREEMENTS WITH THE BOARD. 
(Section 3 (1) of the Public Service (Amendment) Act, 1922.) 
A provision of exceptional value was included in the amending Public Service Act as follows :— 


“ Notwithstanding the provisions of this section the Board may enter into an agreement with 
any association or organisation representing any class of public servants, and may, by regulations, 
prescribe the salaries so agreed upon. ‘To the extent of such agreement, and while the same is In 
existence, the powers of the Salaries Committee with respect to such class shall be suspended.” 


The various Associations and Unions who include Public Servants in their membership have taken 
full eeyenieee: of ene provision, sae oh sOORE oe have been made by the Board, viz. :— 


| 
Association or Union, | No. of Officers and ee to whom Agreement Duration of Agreemens. 
New South Wales Public School-Teachers’ Weder-| 85556 Teachers ~.........0.s..-eeseesccsceetens Until 30th June, 1924, 
ation. | 
Do do Aor 133 Teachers and Lecturers, Technical) Until 30th June, 1925. 
Education Branch. 
Hospital and Asylum Employees’ Union ......... 1,820 Employees in Hospitals & Asylums| Until 30th June, 1925 
Public Service Association of New South Wales..| 1,550 Clerks (permanent) ...............66. Until 30th June, 1925. 
Australian Clerical Association. -\...........ssr.cs0e. Joo.) Uterks (Gemporary:)isaccccssees see ec ses Until 30th June, 1925. 
Public Service Association of New South Wales, 172 Officers employed in Petty Sessions) Until 30th June, 1925. 
and the New South Wales Petty Sessione Offices. ' 
Officers’ Association. 
Professional Officers’ Association and Public O97 Professional HWS ssacesen. «sccee cee | Until 30th June, 1925. 
Service Association of New South Wales. | 
Do do ; 44 Tabrary Assistants <2. ...c0...0se-+00es | Until 30th June, 1925. 
_ Public Service Association of New South Wales 32 Assessors, Taxation Department...) Until 30th June, 1925. 
Do do we 11 Assessors, Stamp Duties Office .. Until 30th June, 1925. 
Do do | | 14 Stampers, Stamp Duties Office 3 Until 30th June, 1925. 
Australian Journalists’ Association.................. 23 Court Reporters .................++++---| Until 30th June, 1925. 
Public Service Association of New South Wales... 42 Dairy, Sanitary, Pure Food and Until 30th June, 1925. 


Meat Inspectors, Department, 

f Public Health. | 
Do do ent 67 Nurses in Baby Clinics, Chief Secre- 
tary’s Department. 


ee enna ane 


Urtil 30th June, 1925. 


6 
Association or Union, No. of. Officers and Beene fe wher oe roars Duration of Agreement. 
J e! 
Public Service Association cf New South Wales Ll) Glerks’oi Works ss. 01: snascessusose secs: Until 30th June, 1925. 
- Da do : 311 Employees in Prisons Department, Until 30th June, 1925. 
New South Wales Dredge and Navigation Em. 235 Dredge Employees (other than! Until 21st Dec., 1924. 
ployees’ Association. Masters and Mates). 
Do do me 170 Employees, Department of Navi-| Until 21st Dec., 1924. 
gation (other than Masters and 
Mates). 
Public Service Assoziation of New South Wales... 11 Masters, Mates, Engineers, Pilot} Until 30th June, 1925. 
= Service, Department of Navi- 
gation. 
Merchant Service Guild of Australasia..............- 17 Masters and Mates, Dredge Service| Until 21st Dec., 1924. 
Institute of Marine Engineers ................:.0000 50 Engineers, Dredge Service ......... Until 21st Dec., 1924. 
Public Service Association of New South Wales... 922 MGsSen Gers © s.r hedaess cdeetereetne sce gee Until 30th June, 1925. 
Do do rit 117 Botanic Gardens Employees......... Until 30th June, 1925. 
Do do -¥e $2 Inspectors of Fisheries <.............. Until 30th June, 1925. 
Do do ie 28 Inspectors under Vine and Vegeta-| Until 30th June, 19265. 


tion Diseases Act. 


Total number of officers covered by Agreements, 14,020, out of 19 568: 


————s 


Ss a =a = - =— = 


NotE.— Of the other officers and employees 5,548 not covered by agreement 612 are in receipt of salary in excess of £525 per annum. Of 
the balance (4,936) 1,050 are paid in accordance with rates fixed by Awards outside the Service, ¢.g., artisans, tradesmen, printers, storemen. 


These Agrecments havirg first been arrived at after mutual discussion between the Board ard 
representatives ‘of the Associations cr Unior s, ard alterwards adopted by such Asscciatio; s or Uniors, it 
may well be axticipated that they will lead to greater coi.tentiment in the Service on the question of remux¢r- 
ation. An advantage that this method of determination of salaries posscsses is that it is pessible for the 


‘Board to arrive at ° Agreements without any expense to those corcerned, and within a comparatively 
brief peried. 


INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION AWARDS. 


Shortly after the Board’s Jast Annual Report was writtcn the Industrial Arbitration Court made 
an award (15th December, 1922), for the General Division. The la had been before the Court for over 
a year, and the Court made the award retrospective to €0th June, 1920. 


The number of officers covered by the Award was 700, 


The Industrial Arbitration (Amerdment) Act, 1922, while withdrawir g Public Servar ts under the 
Public Service Acts from the jurisdiction of the Ir dustrial Arbitration Court, provided that all awards for 
them should expire not later than 6th July, 1928. 


It also provided that any claims before the Court on Ist October, 1922, might be ag pacieg upon, 
and in pursuaree ¢f this Gea nity the Court made an Award on 14th Septe mber, 1993, for employees in 
the hospitals ard homes (Mez.tal Hospitals, Health Departmen t ard State Cluldren Relicf Department). 
This Award aticcted 1,820 cmployces, ard was made retrospcctive to Ist July, 1922. It involved an 
increase of £15,000 per annum, and ee payment of £15,700 back pay. 


The Court ei.tered on the hearing of the case in July, 1923, ard after decisiors had been given relating 
to certain classes of atterdants ard nurses, the Union approached the Board with a view to the settlement 
of the remainder of the claims by negotiation. As the result of these negotiatiors the fixations of the Court 
in certain cases were amended by agreement, and the Award so arranged (which could not operate beyond 
6th July, 1923) has very largely become the basis of an Agreement which has since been made 
between the Public Service Board and the representatives of the organisation, in terms of scction 3 (1) of 
the Public Service (Amendment) Act, 1922. 


SAVINGS, 


The Goard’s expectations, as stated in their previous Report, that savings by reduction or alteration 
of personnel in the financial vear just ended would exceed £100,000 have been realised, the total of savings 
etlected during the twelve months ending 30th June, 1925, amounting to a little over that amount. This 
amount includes savings effected by reorganisations in the Government Printing Office and the 
Accounts Branch of the Department of Education, further particulars with regard to which are 
viven later in this Report. 


Government Printing Office. 


In their last Annuai Report the Board referred to the reorganisation of the Government Printing 
Office, which was then proceeding. The work was carried on under the Board’s Inspector, Mr. John 
Spence, until! April last, and, on his promotion to the Treasury, was continued by Mr. A. J. Kent, who took 
over the management, and has now been appointed Government Printer. 


The anticipation of a considerable reduction in the expenditure of this Department was fully 
realised. At 0th June the stail had been reduced by some 246 employees, and the salaries and wages bill 
by £44,000 per annum, The amount paid out by the Treasury from the Gover: ment Printer’s vote to 
meet the cost of the Government Printing Office during the financial year 1922-23 was £140,191, as 
compared with £200,610 in the previous year, a reduction of over £60,000. 


It is anticipated that the permanent annual saving will exceed this sum, and the amount provided 
on the Estimates for the current vear has been based on last year’s expenditure, 


Payments were also made on account of extended leave to employees of nearly £6,0Q0 more than in 
tle previous year. ‘This, being a charge incurred in previous years, is to be rec koned as an additional 
Saying in the year under review. The 
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The Board desire to acknowledge the assistarxce ard co-opcration given by the Publicatiors Board 
and the Heads of Departmerts in bringing about this achicvcment. 

New gathering, stitching and folding machirery, tcgcther with fast-runnirg prirtirg presses have 
recently been installed, and it is expected that by their ir troduction, ard the addition from time to time of 
more modern and up-to-date machinery, further reductiors in the opcratirg experses will be made. 

" Business maragemert and economical admiristration have rot only reduced the cost of the printing 
and other work executed for the Public Departments generally, but have crabled the Government Printer 
to carry out the printing for the Railway Commissioners and corporate bodies at reasonable prices, and, 
by divertirg to the Goverrmert Printirg Office werk which would otherwise go to outside printing estab- 
lishments, the volume of remurerative work available is inercascd. 

The Board’s experiment in selecting an cflicer (Mr. Sperce) specially experienced in accountancy 
and administrative functions proved entirely successful--even more successful than they anticipated. 
Although they had contemplated a saving in excess of £20,000 per annum, under Mr. Spence’s able 
nianagement it was possible to effect savings of more than double that large amount. 


The Treasury. 
Pusiic Service AccountiInGc—REARRANGEMENT AND EXTENSION OF TREASURY FUNCT IONS. 


In their last Annual Report the Board said of The Treasury — 

“ As it appeared to the Board that the introduction of new methods in this Department 
might result in increased etticiency and effect economies, they haye for some time been inquiring 
into its work. The investigation is proceeding.” 

Shortly afterwards, with the consent of the Colonia! Treasurer, Mr. B. 8. B. Stevens, one of the 
Board’s Inspectors, was attached to the staft of The Treasury as Assistant Under-Secretary, and three 
months later, on the retirencent of Mr. A. P. Pearson, the Board proposed to the Treasurer that Mr. Spence 
should be transferred from the position of Acting Government Printer to that of Under-Secretary of 
The Treasury. ; 

While, in theory, the Department of the Treasury has always been charged with the responsibility 
for the methods of keeping the accounts for Government Departments, in practice it has been a wholly 
self-contained Department, and has exercised little or no control or supervision over the accounts of other 
Departments. 

With the concurrence of the Treasurer, the Board decided to establish a definite supervision by 
the Treasury over the accounting methods and systems of the various Departments, and Cabinet approval 
was obtained for an extension of the Treasury functions to cover the investigation of the accounts of the 
Departments, and the application of modern principles and methods to the accounting of the Public 
Service. 

For this purpose, Mr. Stevens, Assistant Under-Secretary, was appointed Chief Accountant of the 
Public Service, to take immediate charge of this new activity, under the general direction of the Permanent 
Head of the Treasury Department. 

The Board desire to remove any impression that Mr. Stevens has been added to the Treasury Staff 
merely as an assistant to the head of the Department in carrying out the work already done by the Treasury. 
He has taken charge of a new section, the work of which is additional to and quite distinct from the previously 
existing Treasury functions. 

A scheme of investigation and remodelling of the accounting offices has been planned, and is to 
be worked out gradually on systematic lines. As a first step, the Accounts, Records, and Correspondence 
Branches of the Treasury itself have been reorganised, the work rearranged, and the methods modernised. 
The result is shown in a considerable reduction in the Treasury staff, which is now less by thirty officers - 
than it was in April of this year. : 

A complete revision of the accounting methods of the whoie of the Service is a task of considerable 
magnitude, and will take some time to brine to finality. Investigations are proceeding, however, as 
rapidly as other work will permit. 

The main features of the internal Treasury reorganisation cover a rearrangement of the duties 
of the executive staff; an alteration in the method of paying accounts and pensions; the amalgamation 
of separate branches into one Accounts Branch under the Comptroller of Accounts; the introduction of 
accounting machines for cheque writing, ledger posting, and other work of a routine character; and the 
institution of card records and a modern filing system. 

The estimates for the current financial year, after providing for the salary of the Chief Accountant 
and a sum of £800 to cover the cost of structural alterations in the office lay-out and for the purchase of 
modern office equipment, still show a saving on the salaries paid during the previous financial year of 
approximately £7,000. é 

The work is being satisfactorily and efficiently carried on under the new conditions. 


Department of Public Instruction—-Accounts Branch. 

The reorganisation of this Branch, to which reference was made in the Board’s last Annual Report, 
has continued under the guidance of Mr. B. 8. B. Stevens, one of the Board’s Inspectors. A reduction 
of thirteen in staff has been made, and a saving of about £2,900 per annum in salaries effected. 

In addition, by performing at the Department of Public Instruction some of the work of the Accounts 
Branch of the Department of Lands, a reduction of staff, with a saving of £737 per annum, has been effected 
in the latter Branch also. 


The reorganisation is not yet complete, but is being proceeded with. 


The Board desire to express their cordial recognition of the able and valuable services rendered by. 
Department 


My. Stevens in this matter, 
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Deparimant of Mines, 


The Board's scheme for the res rrangement of the work of Special Mining Wardens has been carried 
into effect. The savirg resulticg is about £5,000. The Board think that, with this saving, a better service 
to the public is given. 


Following upon this reorgarisation, the Board also decided to reduce the Clerical Staft of ths 
Department by nine officers, savirg a further £2,677 per anrum. 


Valuer-General’s Department. 


‘The Board, after inspection, have decided to employ female office assistants in place of adult 
males on the simplest classes of clerical work. In this way a saving of £1,506 per annum in salaries 
wil be effected. 

Department of Lands. 


During the two years ended 30th June, 1922, the staff was reduced by 88 (including Returned 
Soldiers Settlement Branch). During the year ended 320th June, 1923, a further reduction of 63 
with a saving of £11,009 per annum in salaries was made, viz. :— 

Departmental Services... * ae a Ex cae oe hee 
Returned Soldicrs’ Settlement Branch . fe a, oe or a: 5 aeeeeet 


miking the total reduction in three years 151], eres from 1,125 to 974. 


Resumed Properties Department and Housing Board. 


Reductions of staff have resulted in a saving of £2,500 per annum in salaries. The cost of 
the staff remaining on 39th June, 1923, was £13,771 per annum. Jurther reductions are contemplated. 


Steps have recently been taken to separate the staff of the Housing Board which comes under 
the administrative control of the Minister of Lecal Government from that of the Kesumed J'vroperties 
Department, which is administered by the Colonial Treasurer. 


Shipping Master’s Office. 


The transfer of the work of this o‘Rce to the Commonwealth has resulted in a saving to the 
State of about £100 per annum in salarics. 


Grain Elevator Construction. 


Following upon the appointment of Mr. G. W. Mitchell, Manager, State Monier Pipe Works, and. 
Mr. B. S. B. Stevens, Public Service inspector, to investigate (under delegation from the Public Service 
Board) matters in connection with the work of constructing Grain Elevators, the Government decided 
upon certain changes both as to the programme of. work ‘and as to management. Mr. Mitchell has 
completed this year's programme. ‘The cost, it is understood, shows a considerable saving on the previous 
estimates for such work. 


A saving of £3,200 per annum in salaries paid to officers employed under the Public Service Acts 
has been made. 


Protiteering Prevention Court Staff. 
The expiry of the Profiteering Prevention Act enabled a further saving of £1,443 per annum in 
salaries to be made. 
Yurniture Workshops (Denartment of Public Instruction). 


A reduction in the work of the workshops has led to a reduction in the number of employees: 
and a saving of £5,285 per annum in salaries and waves. 


Government Dockyard (Walsh Island). 


Reduction in the staif employed under the provisions of the Public Ser\ic2 Act has resulted 
in a reduction of £10,000 per annum in salaries. 


Industrial Undertakings. 


During the period under review the Government decided to close the following Industrial Under- 
takings, viz. :— 
. 


State Trawlers, 
State Timber Yards. 


On 30th June, 1922, the number of employees in those Undertakings coming under the provisions cf 
the Public Service Act was 53. On 30th June, 1923, this number had been reduced to i. a saving 
of £10,000 per annum in salaries being thereby effected. 


The disposal of the asscts cf these Urdertakir gs is urcderstecd to be rcarirg corclusion, 


Cleaning of Public Offices, 


In their last Annual Report, the Board indicated a saving of £2,400 per annum which had been 
effected in the cost of cleaning varicus public offices, and statcd ae they anticipated bar g able to make 
further savings. 

The Beard’s recommendation in fave our cf the appoirtmert of a Superviser of Cleaiirg has sirce 
been adopted, and the Supervisor commerced duty on 28th May, 1923. An additional savirg of £2,500 
per annun: has been effected. Still further savirgs, in addition to irerease in efficiency, will be cflectcd 
during the coming year. 

Miseellaneous Savings. 


Miscellaneous savings totalling £7,009 per annum were also effected through miror rc-or¢ anisations 
or reductions in staff. Most of ae savings were effected in the Department of Navigation (£1,300 per 
annum), the Government Tourist Bureau (£1,275 per annum), the Government Stores Dopartw ent (£833 
per annum), and the State Superannuation Board (£820 per annum). Taxa ion 
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Taxation Department. 


By anagréement recently made by the State Government with the Go\ ernment of the Common- 
wealth, the collection of income-tax for the latter Government within this State is to be undertaken by 
the State Department of Taxation. 215 officers of the Commonwealth Taxation Department have 
been taken into the State Service. Arrangements made in this respect by the State Commissioner of 
Taxation are such that it is not anticipated that any serious retrenchment of permanent officers 
of the State Taxation Department will be called for. 


The State Act authorising the agreement has adopted the Commonwealth scale of compensation 
to oificers retrenched. ‘Ihis is on an unusually liberal scale which is not applicable to oticers 
retreached from other branches of the State Service. 


Basic Wage Variations. 
Following upon the reduction in the basic wave lor adults, reductions in rates of pay have, 
since 380th June, 1922, heen made as follow :— 
Under declarations of 8th October, 1921, and 12th May, 1922-- 
Males—£15 per anuuin, or is. per week. 
Under declaration of 22nd December, Ue 
Heimnales—-£5 per annum, or 2s. per week. 
Juniors—Proportionately to reduction of adult wage. 


It is estimated that the total reduction effected in this way was at the rate of £250,000 per 
annum. 

A declaration of the basic wage for female adults was made by the Board of Trade on 9th 
Oztober, 1922. Such declaration provided for a further reduction of £3 18s. per annum, or Is. Gd. 
pez week in that minimum wage. This reduction was not apphed to female ofticers in the service. 

Further declarations of 10th April, 1925, and 9th September, 1923, provided for a total increase 
of £5 4s. per annum, or Ys. per week in the basic wage for adult females. The net increase of £1 6s. 
per annum or Gd. per week was apphed to females in the Service from 7th September, 1923. Prom 
the same date, following on the declaration by the Board of Trade of an increase in the adult male 
basic wave, male ofiicers received an increase of £7 ls. éd. per annum, or 3s. per week. ‘The rates of 
pay of junior officers were increased proportionately. 

It is estimated that the total of such increases from 7th September, 1923, is at the rate of 
£25,000 per annum. 

The total reduction through basic wage alterations during the last eizhteen months is, there- 
fore, about £155,009 per annum. 


APPOINTMENT OF JUNIOR CLERKS TO THE SERVICE. 


Tn previous reports the Board have drawn attention to the fact that one of the chief causes of over- 
payment 1p the Public Service is the fact that in a number of cases adults are employed upon work which 
could be quite satisfactorily done by juniors with a little experience. They also expressed the earrest hore 
that the Goverment of the day would rct interfere with the systcm under which qualified junior clerks are 
introduced into the Service in succcssion to adults who die, retire, or resign from the Service. 

The present Government has recently been considering the question of suspending the appoint- 
ment of qualified juniors for some time. The Board thoroughly appreciate the humanitarian motives 
which dictate such a policy which helps the retention in the “Public Service of adults (perhaps married 
men with families), but they desire to state that, in their opinion, it is opposed to the maintenance of both 
economy and efficiency in the Service, and they should not. be held responsible for the unfavourable 
results which previous experience has shown have followed upon the adoption of a similar policy. 

The Board have endeavoured to raise the standard of the examination for new entrants to that 
of the Leaving Certificate, but with only partial success. The Public Service is not yet sufficiently 
attractive to enable the Board to obtain enough Junier Clerks if they adopt that standard euitirely. 


OFFENCES. 


During the year under review thirty-two officers were reported to the Board for offences, as against 
seventeen during the preceding twelve months. Inquiries were necessary in seventeen of the cases reported, 
as the officers did not admit the truth of the charges made against them. In the remaining cases inquiries 
were not necessary, as the officers admitted the truth of the charges made against them. 

The attached schedule shows the number of officers reported for oflerces, and inquiries held with 
regard to ee ce e each Deparrment — 


| Number of Officers, 


Department, | Under Seetion 56, ee ‘ 
/ amie 2G “Offences 16- etal. 
| Tnguivies | Tnauiies ported and n 
jauivics beta! 
Chirel Secretary isan x. s1 suacauesdtestgsitns sctotctecass anelees sacs vi aes | 1 ate 1 
A OUBUA Yor Tao bisa saat csds casas tee aas on Saris taeca an cin ska 3 | Ks we 3 
Attorney-General and Justice -... icc... cis cee scutes cee eee ieee 6 | 2 it 9 
Dae adc os Seats Bes Sate sdidluane> esas custerteuenan os vag eae ese ods | a | 2 3 5 
Pidic: Wick hae ewe, 2d meg Bee teehee trench aes | 1 1 Z 
J 


INVE STIGATIONS 


oo 
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INVESTIGATIONS. 
Six formal investigations under Section 9 of the Act were held by the Board. Of these the most 
important were :— 

(1) Re State Trawling Industrial Undertakiny.—Inquiry as to the possibility of continuing the 
industry without further loss to the State. The Board’s report was unfavourable. 

(2) Re Grain Elevaters.—Purchase of electric lighting sets. 

(3) Re Contract for Supply of Cement to the Gsvernment.—In addition, a general inquiry into matters 
connected with the making of this contract was conducted by Mr. W. M. Macfarlane, under 
delegation from the Board. 


BOARD'S STAFF. 
During’ the financial year ended 30th June, 1923, the Board lost the services of the pena t2 
members of their Inspection Staff :— 
Mr. L. T. Deer, Chief Inspector, retired to enter into private employment. 
Mr. John Spence, Senior Inspector, appointed Acting Government Printer, and afterwards 
Under-Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. B.S. B. Stevens, Inspector, appointed Assistant Under-Secretary of the Treasury. 
In addition, Mr. J. 8S. Duncan, Senior Inspector, has recently accepted appointment as an Inspector 
under the Commonwealth Piblic Service Board. 
All these gentlemen were very able ofiicers, and it will not be easy to replace them. The Board 
greatly regret losing their services from their staff. 


The Board’s Inspectors were the only persons whom the Board would authorise to act as their 
representatives on Salaries Committees. ‘This has entailed upon them very heavy and responsible 
work which they have performed very satisfactorily. 

Vollowing upon the withdrawal of Public Servants from the Industrial Arbitration Court 
and the completion of the first general review of salaries under the Public Service (Amendment) 
Act, 1922, the Board have reduced their staff from 47 to 38, which is less than it was seven years 
ago. Total saving, £3,000 per annum. 

The Board have not filled the vacancies on the Inspection Staff except by placing additional 
duties in connection with inspection work upon the members of their staff holding the positions of 
Registrar, Chief Clerk, and Mxaminet. ‘hese officers have been given an increase of salary of £25 
per annum each, amounting to £75 per annum. At the same time a saving of over £1,000 per annum 
was effected. 


PERMANENT HEADS. 


The Board desire specially to acknowledge the cordial co-operation ot ail the Permanent Heads 
with the Board in the ee out of the provisions of the Public Service Acts. This co-operation, in 
addition to being mutually helpful, aids very much in effecting both economy and efficiency in administration. 


PUBLIC SERVICE LIST. 


The Board have decided to publish the Public Service List as from 31st December instead of 
20th June. ‘The next issue will be available during the first half of 1924. 


We have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servants, 


J. S. MARKS, 
Chairman. 
Members of the 
W. D. LOVERIDGE, Public Service Board. 


J. L. WILLIAMS, 


Office of the Public Service Board, Sydney, 
11th December, 1923. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer— 1924, 
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State Superannuation Board, 


Challis House, Martin Place, 
Sydney, 10th November, 1923. 


Dear Sir, 
Under the provisions of Section 84 of the State 
Superannuation Act, 1916, we beg to submit to Parliament the 
fourth Annual Report of the State Superannuation Board appointed 


to administer the State Superannuation Act. 


Yours faithfully, 
RR. A. GILFILLAN, 
fh M: MOORS; Members. 
AG. GLLOE BIST, 


The Honorable the Speaker of the 


Legislative Assembly. 


STATE SUPERANNUATION 


(REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30ru JUNE, 1923.) 


BOARD. 


Tue following report relates to the operations of the State Superannuation Board for the year which ended 


30th June, 1923. 


STATISTICS OF CONTRIBUTORS. 


' 


Contributors as at 30th June, 1922 


Add new entrants to Fund, lst July, 1922-30th June, 


1923. 


Less exits from Fund, Ist July, 1922-30th June, 1923* 


Tee e reer eres eeeessereees 


) 


| 11,575 


Women— 
55. 


2,134 
118 


2,252 
188 
2,064 


Total. 


18,080 
1,186 


19,266 


1,630 


3,997 


17,636 


* Exits include all employees who have attained maturity age and have ceased to contribute, some of whom have 
not yet retired from the service on pension. 


Distribution of the exits from Fund for the period Ist July, 1922, to 30th June, 1923, shown 


above, is as follows :— 


Deaths ... ant ay: 
Maturity ae or 
Resignation ... ai 
Breakdown ahi abs 
Retrenchment ... at: 


698 


Women— 


5D. 


188 


Women— 
60. 


744 


Total. 
69 


1,630 


The figures in regard to maturity include not only those who have retired on pension, but also 
those who have completed their payments, but have not yet retired. 
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REVENUE Account from 1sé July, 1922 to 30th June, 1923. 


ee nd, dee ek | Cae a £ a 


Amount of Funds as at Ist July, | Refunds of cantributions— 
NV pmpnepoRBCpDnAoDSCoosedLta/tdCoHooos)p schobosnoneds 3,607,dou a9 9G" 


On resignation, dismissal, 01 
discharge—- 


Mon cocne casvemaenec unethanne ence 11,402 3 1 

Men iicacteon tenicsactins dacbasaeedcewiensen 198,557 19 7 | 
Women siceattancniminnrenuness cr V9: 3SO uns mo 

Women—retire 55 ..........c00s0ses 26.287 5 4 | 

SSO COM TU sadoceescogdaon: 25,488 6° 9 Women on death prior to 
FEUMTCMeUbccaneseeecene esses 528 17 6 


| 
Men for widows’ pensions— 


Sectione))d, vector smears 360 19 4 i Paid inex Coes ppecateese teste eee tees | 73,6160 127, 
————-—— 23,437 16 5 
Men for chi'dron’s pensions— 
Section 65: 2i5e. acca eieees OF 646 Pensions-— 
ES KOA Uy 
Normal pensions— 


NT OTIS oes Occ eon meena ce eee | 12,268 15 5 
Normal contributions at age rates Women—tretire 55 ............55 Veit sy 
by employers—Section 16 (1)— | 3 
ay =e tdre 60 oi cs aaestien oor Weert d 8) 5) 
IMG ycaecne mastebevieteianade a ciecde 367,850 19 9 
breakdown pensions— | 
Women—retire 55 .........s000e. 59,095 15 7 
aii Keun BApaneGrntonooEGee ne aot ombepido? | 36:609) 38 955 
x P——retire "GO e.cece ceases 41,101 3 10 
NVOMMEN. Be ce ccca tment toc erent octal aims OL) memes 
Widows’ pensions—Section 55 360 19 4 | 
Widows’ pensions on death of] 
Children’s ponsions—Section Contributors. an secces screenees 69515 eg 
DO demandes otene eft stasis sates anor Oh OG | 
| Children’s benefits on death of 
, OIMGAT OVO pooenaganvsosacgoc0ds bur 12 720 alle 
Subsidy contributions of em- | 
ployers—Section 17 (2)— || Orphans’ benefits on death of 
GONtELDULOL paccsaesesenaseece eens | 88 13 11 
MOD cc sossnscavseesescwasteaea tee dace 172,608 3 11 
Widows’ pensions on death of 
Womon—retire 55 w.ececseeeseeee 33,032 18 7 normal pensioner ...........s.006 264 75 
ey satel (10) sogcanganondoor Lo A less L0 Widows’ pensions on death of 
—-——-—_———— 689,791 16 4) breakdown pensioner ........... 545 9 2 
Children’s benefits on death o:! 
Contracts— normal pensioner .......0.-++.6-- 3130s 
Transfers of gratuities and re Children’s benefits on death of 
funds (Civil Service Acts)— breakdown pensioner ...........- W012 1 
Section 59....... Pata rene erect eotenioe 267. 5 10 
— 207 (Om Pensions to employees on re. 
ELONGMINE Mme sertidece cence cat ies 143 10 8 
‘Interest on Investments— Pensions in respect of transfer of 
gratuity rights—Men ............ 66 8 9 
Interest on securities of the Goy- 
ernment of New South Wales) 53,567 7 9 } Pensions in respect of transfer of 
pratuity rights—Women........ 20 6 
Interest on loans to Councils —-—-——-— 37,009 13 7 
of Local Governing bodies ..... 22,341 3 6 
Interest on moneys at call ...... 209 12 9 Miscellaneous— 
Interest on premiums paid on | Lump sum payments to em- 
life assurance policies on be- ployees on retrenchment ...... 627 5 0 
half of employees ................ 61 6 1 
; Voluntary savings—Interest 
Interest on securities of the accrued thereon) ee saya. Peseta Op 230 
Government of the Common- | 
VASHURSNY eoacboprescnondnonoeeigheDsecc 39,072 9 11 Interest on contributions  re- 
eo —-—_——— _ 115,252 0 0} funded, ride Sec. 13 Workmen’s 
| Compensation Act, 1916 ...... 3.3 4 
! a 5051 2 
Miscellaneous— 
| Amount of Funds as at 30th 
Interest on outstanding contri- | JUNO, 1923 sisccare seen neers i cbeeraesponee ty 1s000 mmo Mme 
butions of employers ...........5 75,479 8 1 
———— 75,179 8 1) 
| 
Total s.,.006 so dodanasouoensncoadaconcs use £4, 105,942 LON GS Lotal (ai cuccatservevsec creation’ sooee £4,788,942 10 3 


LIABILITIES. 
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BALANCE-SHEET a3 at 30th June, 1923, 
SS : 


Amount of Funds as per Revenue 
PAC OOMIG 5 vena enstasndte vor Ss Seesiacll\) gua 


Sundry creditors for employers’ 


contributions— 
Government Savings Bank . OF Om 9 
Sundry creditors for employees’ ee Be 
CORATIPUOLODS suri snes xasiaceneecees: 614 10 10 
Sundry creditors for pensions........ Saaig7 
Sundry creditors for refunds......... 3,025 9 4 
WORONEALY SAVINGS ...0.5.rscaecesssnens 184 0 0 
Interest accrued thereon ..... naddnan % 16, 4 


Totaletscmectvssss. shes : 


. 


Fees esenee 


£4,736,204 13 6 
ne mmniainens ie 


ASSETS, 
: he ae 
La Shen & seed: ad 
Securities of the Government ct 
9 2 New South Wales ............... | 1,016,018 13 6 
Securities of the Government of 
| the Commonwealth. ............ 736,904 15 1 
| 
' Securities of Councils of Local 
OF 6 9 Governing bodies ..............-/ 377,465 16 8 
2,130,389 5 3 
614 10 10 
Interest accrued on above......... 16,845 10 0 
44) Sven} ——— 25147,234 15 3 


est— 
191 16 4 
State Brickworks 


Building 


State Metal Quarries 


age 


Hunter District 


Water Conservation 


B oard of 
sioners 


Fire 


Interest accrucd thereon .. 


Moneys at call with 


Cashratabanioemrescensenss Atos 


—— 


Colonial Treasurer ..... 


State Monier Pipe Works ... 


Coreen cat eeeerreesuceeesore 


Sydney Harbour Trust 


Australian Museum ......... 0 
Irrigation Comiission ... 


rr 


Colonial 
PPE QSUTreletesnasteseseeeuees 


ereeene 


Totalicineituadieosr 


Sundry debtors for employers’, 
contributions, including inter-| 


i 
| 
| 


2.457,462 16 1 


1,165 4 10 


Construction 
I SEPA saouesGansuecaane 


4,720 10 1 
6,892 13. 0 


2151 7 8 


State Motor Garage ......... Gil he 
State Saw Mills ......s...0.00 S97 15 4 
Stats Trawling Industry 238 7 | 
PEACEP BAK Or Vom acenceseyceatee- 8211 2 
State Timber Yards ........ 192 8 56 
Industrial Enterprises— | 
Ministerial Office ......... 52 14 4 
| Motropolitan Board of 


Water Supply and Sewer- 


38,439 14 3 


Board of 
Water Supply and Sewer- 


6,433 4 3 
Shear 9,103: 15 5 


2 


and 
23.294 1 8 


Commis- 


|| Premiums paid on life assurance, 
policies on behalf of employees, 


2041 19 1 


102 9 4 
— 2,144 8 5 


19,610 19 2 
145 1 1 


eereee 
1 


— 19,756) OF 3S 
21,850 16 0 
21,850 16 0 


ee ee 


— 


£4,736,204 13 6 


babesestoone 


Having examined the books, vouchers, documents, and securities relating to the State Superannuation Fund, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Superannuation Act, 1916-1919, I certify that to the best of my knowledge and information, this Balance-shect 


exhibits a correct view of the affairs of the Fund as at 30th June, 1923. 


3ist August, 1923, 


J. MOORE, 
Inspector of Public Accounta, 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE. 


The total income of the Fund for the twelve months ended €0th June, 1923, amounted to 
£1,131,485 7s. 9d., as compared with £1,204,782 18s. 1d. for the previcus ycar, made up as under :— 


£ s. d. 
Contributions due by employees ... “Ae o ch Ae .. 250,694 17 6 
Contributions due by employers... 0 * a a8 -- 09,781 16 4 


Interest earned on investments ach ey ait a eA 115,252 Q QO 
Interest on outstanding contributions due by employers... Se 75,479 8 1 
Gratuities and refunds transferred (Civil Service Acts) ... cat eB 267 5 10 


£1,131,485 7 


The claims accrued due for the year ended 30th June, 1923, amounted to £60,983 ls. 1d., as 
compared with £38,679 16s. 9d. for the previous year, made up as follows :—- 


£ g. ¢. 

Refunds of contributions to employees ... ah ee ro ve 23,437 16 5 
Pensions a ay ee ee ne ie oo ae 3 37,009 13 7 
Retrenchment Benefits ... tne mt one nee * ‘R2T 3° @ 
Miscellaneous ey “ ait ais oe ee a ee eae! 
£60,983 1 1 


LIABILITIES AND ASSETS. 


The accounting liabilities and assets of the Fund as at 30th June, 1923, compared with the previous 
year, are as follows :— 


Liabilities. 
Year ended— 
30th June, 1922. 30th June, 19238. 

iC esas £ s. d. 

Acetitnulated funda. cco oie eo co ics eee oe tae eee sneer 3,657,457 2 6 | 4,727,959 9 2 
Sundry Creditgra ..5..cccse0ssesets van sageqasssan vanas gee atts teen eaueauneenaras 5,743 6 0 8,053 8 0 
Miscallaneans. 22cce secret eae eae eave ee cose ntecartnepies 240 2 0 | 191 16 4 
£3,663,440 10 6 [$4,736,204 13 6 

Assets. 
£ s. d. £ S28 Gd: 
Investments (including accrued interest) .........-.eeeseeeeeeee eee ee 1,781,268 2 11 | 2,147,234 15 3 


Sundry debtors for employers’ contributions (including interest).| 1,854,074 15 3 | 2,545,218 13 7 


Moneys at call with Colonial Treasurer (including acerued interest) 4,815 7 1 19,756 0 3 
Premiums paid on Life Insurance Policies on behalf of employces| 
(including accrued interest thercon) ........eceeseeeeeeeeeeeeee ees | 133418 7 2,144 8 5 
Bash Ot: Bane a. cssicsceveneo emcee eee ee eng nese aah | 21,947 6 S| 21,850 16 0 
'¢3,663,440 10 6 |£4,736,204 18 6 


| 


A 


The distribution of investments, including accrued interest, is shown hereunder :— 


Year ended— 


30th June, | 30th June, 80th June, 80th June, 
1920. 1921. 1922." 1923. 
£ £ £ £ 
New South Wales Government Securities ...... 245,349 585,337 986,479 1,024,723 
Commonwealth Government Securities ......... 81,752 282,286 509,206 739,278 
Securities of Local Governing Bodies ............ 39,466 160,511 285,583 383,234 
£366,567 | £1,028,134 | £1,781,268 | £2,147,235 


ge eee eS 
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Particulars of the investments of the funds as at 30th June, 1923, are given below :— 


sn . ) 


| ; | Market Price 
Nature of Investment. Redeemable. ee | : peat / on Bian 
| | 
per cent. £ £ s. d. 

(a) New South Wales Funded Stock— 

SLO Ma ante caus crcatce <r acaseuoreeneteciccomet est ovestesemmecs 1924 5} 189,000 100 0 0 

SOOO DO oes cs an usiasaswad se caareas hastens noGa Vath vec deecenaataa’s 1930 53 666,500 100 10 O 

WAP OO Meat ccaactedacuvsccetiicsnquiteoncncmaccneen claneren re tae sets 1925 54 48,000 99 10 0 
New South Wales Debentures—£77,000 ...........0seeeee ees 1932 54 77,000 Not quoted. 
New South Wales Funded Stock—£6,260...............0c0008 At Government 3 3,140 60 0 0 
option. 

New South Wales Funded Stock—£4,125...........:cceseeee is Sais 34 2,379 7 a) 
Government Savings Bank of N.S.W.— 

Homes Department Debentures—£30,000. ..........066+: 1933 54 30,000 Not quoted. 
Treasury Deposits —£19, 61) .icleccscccscesesescesereavasenseses AG call, serncesoaetasa: 3 LOG LUBE lle cress sen: 

(6) City of Sydney Council—£126,700 oo... se ceceeeeceeesen ones 1930 Debentures 6 126,700 | Not Aa) 
City of Sydney Council—£175,000..............cseseeseeeeeeees 1927 Debentures 64 173,250 f aes 
osns. to: Municipal Councils £77, 30Giesiheacerssep ieee auesssl: |) eye ccnamedhacte 6 and 64 lsd 0 Ota |e scr stiaess 

(@) Commonwealth Peace and Diggers’ Loans—£706,150...... 1930 6 694,163 103 11 3 
Commonwealth War Loan—£3,500  <..........sccsessesscesees 1927 5 3,178 98 2 6 
Commonwealth War Loan—£42,600............cscececeeseeees 1923 5 42,758 101 12 6 
ite, Assurancosbreminme 090420 Sec.cctesacdesesessiscseveneo|) W) sevenineiseece OF ey ea cee S| LEO? racer eee 
Cash at Bankers—£21,850 16s. 


Cost oF ADMINISTRATION. 


The expenses of management for the year, exclusive of supplies and services by the Government 
Printing Office and the Stores Supply Department (printing, stationery, furniture, &c.), amounted te 
£9,646, as compared with £10,520 for the previous year. 


The following table shows the irccms, claims, expenses, and accumulated Funds for each year 
since the commencement of the Act :— 


Income. Claims. Expenses. eee 3 A eeunuted 
“£ £ £ Gund: £ 
Year ended 30th June, 1920... 1,215,850 | 9,392 7,624 12) 6 1,206,458 
Bp Bub se LOSS. 1,308,966 | 24,070 10,560 ay By 2,491,354. 
ae wees 122... 1,204,782 | 38,680 10,530 17 6 3,657,457 
Sy Stn 2 1LOZ3s. Jae485: | - 60,983 9,646 ie t 4,727,959 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF EMPLOYEES AND EMPLOYERS. 


The amount of contributions due by all employees and employers for each financial year since the 
commencement of the Act is shown in the following table :— 


| 


| Employers. 
Employees. im 
Normal. Subsidy. 
: | 5 & 
FE £ | £ 
Year ended 30th wune, 19200. neo. cscs sacs s scree 162,381 596,760 433,776 
Ae SOG Wis tsome LOM cinsscetnsncstn nec cbeied | 241,534 615,543 374,267 
*- eo) Slice sept OS Bencrrecsinsetetie sc auise se 252,358 532,689 281,605 
oe 30th OZ rawats <taiotactanaanee eee | 250,695 468,409 221,382 
£906,968 £2,213,401 i sloal1,030 


Normal contributions are those at rate for age, beirg the contributions that would be due by 
employees if they paid at their real ages. 


Employees who were in the Service and over 30 years of age at the time of the commencement of 
the Act were allowed the corcession of contributing as though they were only 30 years of age in respect 
of not more than four units (£104) of pension. Subsidy contributions are the difference between such 
cmployees’ contributions at that rate and the rates prescribed by the Act for real age. 


The actual amsunts due by the Crown, ircludirg interest charged, the amounts paid in respect 
of such hability, ard the undischarged liability in respect of each of the four years, are as under :— 


Amount due by Amount paid by Undischarged 

Crown. Crown. Liability. 

z | £ £ 

Vearrended 30¢h Sunes 192005, neu. osc coe.t see 932,964 170,000 762,964 
‘Si SUG Hee ian LOLOL Siete tomes tee se see 932,075 348,000 584,075 

By CUES aiaaitge Mt © SERRE he, Se eg 783,228 348,077 435,151 

33 SiG aver, ge LOLS eek miant sat eseeat 691,757 Nil. 691,757 
£3,340,024 £866,077 £2,473,947 


SS Sn 


20 
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The following are the similar figures in respect of the Corporate Bodies for the same period :— 


Amount due by Amount paid by Undischarged 
Corporate Bod‘es. Corporate Bodies. Liability. 
| | 
cc 2 Ae 
Year ended s0thedunes 1920 cv carm:cascsessentiainer 111,444 | 67,841 43,603 
5 As war age IC Pd leotoeadanssasnctinnsa50de | 95,896 | 77,205 18,691 
8 BOG Bebe O22 cme sess since 87,324 77,734 9,590 
Syaas0th wee 25. rete 73,523 74136" 20 eee 
£368,187 £296,916 * ETL, 271 


* £613 received in excess of amount due for year, reducing outstanding liability at 30th June, 1923, to £71,271, 


KiMPLOYEES’ INSURANCE POLIcrEs. 


The total number of insurance policies transferred to the Board to the 30th June, 1923, was 111, 


the sum assured thereunder amounting to £27,600. 


OPERATIONS OF THE FUND, 


The following comparative statement shows the operations of the Furd as disclosed in the Revenue 


Accounts and Balance Sheets from Ist July, 1919, to 30th June, 1923 :— 


Income, 
Year ended— 
30th June, 30th June, 30th June, 80th June, 
1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 
£ = £ E, 
Contributions due by employees ...cccceeseceee 162,381 241,534 252,358 250,695 
Contributions due Ly employers —...........+5.. | 1,030,536 989,81!) 814,294 689,792 
Interest7om Investments Peeececy ses seeee cece | 8,801 | 39,318 81,535 115,252 
Interest on unpaid contributions of employers | 13,872 38,092 56,188 75,479 
Miscellancous <5. Acvetie. steasteeedstons eet se aia | 260 212 AQT 2A | Seach: 
Expenditure. 
£ | £ £ By 
Refunds .....00006 ae pe Fete AUS, he 6,486 | 10,952 | 15,361 23,438 
PensiOns Seow. jens vada actlemmacemucse ste cee steams 2,890 | 12,801 22,684 37,010 
Miscellaneous «<2; ..2..-senceaadeoermresendtecs snaenaie 16 | SLT | 635 536 
Tiahilities. 
£ £ £ £ 
Accumulated: Hunds scr tersmetnaaneer Be seein: 1,206,458 2,491,354 3,657,457 4,727,959 
Sundry Creditors— 
Employees and employers ......eseeseeeeues 1,023 32 1,072 615 
PENSIONS! acres coatce ans eee ce ueee a slaerstetteee 655 1,597 2,669 4,413 
Re Fins Meee moeee rots eistentsenis ase scmniereeeu betes 2,704 1,908 2,002 8,025 
MiscellameGus: pasen.avae acts et nee. curctiapit mettre ane 1 334 240 192 
Asseis, 
£ 2 £ £ 
Investnients (including accrued intercst) ...... | 366,567 1,028,134 1,781,268 2,147,235 
Sundry debtors for employers’ contributions 
(including interest) :— 
Colonial LLreasurersergasweedsacenecebicie. 762,964 1,347,039 1,782,190 2,473,948 
Corporates bodies. ccs: voce reeds 43,620 62,326 71,885 71,271 
Moneys at call with Colonial Treasurer (includ. 
Ing ACCLUCd ANLETESh) Mescsren sane teres 15,429 30,775 4,815 19,756 
Premiums paid on Life Insurance Policies on 
behalf of employees (including accrued 
ANCETESE) Metts: sielasecme senile lea etaae ewer payes 54 584 1,335 3,144 
Cash at*Bank Grecmcseceterrescesmmcneiene scenes 22,197 25,005 21,947 21,851 
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PENSIONS Recommended during the year ended 30th June, 1923, under the 
provisions of the Superannuaticn Act, 1916, in respect of contributors.— 
Payable from the State Superannuation Fund, 


a ee a 


| F Average 
| Number | Total Age ae Average Number of 
On account of—- | of Cases. poo oh entering Pension Men 
| j ~onstons. | on Pension. ae Marricd. 
—_ { | 3 
| + | 
ne £ 
Men— / | 
Normal Sete RE OR aero Ae | 64 6,788 Ol°sa | 106 56 
Broakdo wit «sanccsaseens ee 30 3.504 49-9) | aly 23 
ROLTENGHEC: «sees wuliane ee berets ere Bk Ket | soe 
Commuted gratuity ......... 1 27 64:6 | Di 
Women— | 
Normal each :.. Re-ire 55 13 1,312 50m eee LOL 
FSU Giri 14 1,090 60-7 | AS 
Breakdown ...... a eR a cAI | 48-1 | 84 
pa Ol) 6 A 68 
Retrenclied ...... Sofee Set | aoe 
», Of) | 
Commuted gratuity ......... ere es pnt 
Wid weme sac eres oie Soak ees 52 | ~S 3,294 63 
Guin navies: temneracacenh acme ansant | 65 | $45 13 oe 
Ota lM tae hate: tase rec! 250 | 17,691 
{ | 
SS ee—————E———————EEE EEE eee 


Note-—The payment of these pensions does not necessarily commence during the year specified, 


Pensions Payable from the State Superannuation Fund, 1922-1923, 


Men— 
INFO TNL arith analeine nate tiers vist 
TESRERUCEL OWT awe felcianis asigtie neteey 
RO GEOMUCH@Gs -cccteeleccatseniechsas= 
Commuted gratuity ...... 
Women— 
Normelic.....: Retire 55 | 
0 
Breakdown... ae oo: | 
ier 
Retrenched ... UeEOD 


a> 
Commuted gratuity 


Retire 55 | 


Widows 
Children 


* Pensfons in abeyance arc included in these totals. 


60 | 


Frere Girt Pensions. 


RS SS i  aD 
eae | 
*De S a : Ded ions in F 

See qhee Pensions Void, 1922-23. | New Pensions, 1922-93. Se he Re 

ree Soy Clea Be vay eye See cena 13) ils XG 
86 for 8,577 10 Oni 2 fOr TSZe Oo) 65 for 6,877 0 0) 149 for 15,272 10 0 
Ae eso) Oy Oh) Sy G14 Oh 0A e307 ,, 83,5047 0 Or) 68.55. 7,742 On 0 
Dg ey Sl ae | eee Aeon Ol eae sun Oe G 
S35 formset ee Oe Ose eae sae ences 13 for 1,312 0 0| 46 for 4,225 0 0 
Gomer eSa0ul Oe Ose a. icie ts LolGa el 165. OF Oks Sima. 2908. OF 6 
eer 2 71h Oe le 5s 49 A Gihu dot. ned. Ge. 6 
Vien Paes Oe re CN LIC ON EL EO at 
om = UE a Or IEC eee eee te ee ht Peo Ee pk halen Sealer) 
Mg 253149 OL ange 6 Was oo a Patil: eee is © 526% 141)'0 

| 

tio) a) tt at aie i el Sea = 20 6 0 
Tio alae Ore ber 23402 OF 58) 3.944 90! Iet, «9.941% 6 0 
Vip dh) OO WSs a 104 0% 01) 65 845 0 0 | 172) e’ose (bo 
434 £27,492 17 0| 22 £1,305 0 0| 252 £17,854 12 0 | 664 £44,042 9 0 


t Also receives a contributo,’s pension. 


In the Superannuation Act Parliament made provision for the granting of free gift pensions to 
all Government employees who had, on the 30th June, 1919, attained the age of 60 years or over, and had 
at that date served for at least ten years. Similar provision was made for all who, after ten years’ service, 
had retired since 1st January, 1914, on account of age or breakdown in health, 


Free Penstons Recommended during the year ended 30th June, 1923, under 
the provisions of the Superannuation Act, 1916, payable from Consolidated 
Revenue or from the funds of Corporate Bodics mentioned in Schedule III 


of the Act. 


On account of— 


Widows 


: Total Average Age Peay ty. Number 
al Hentes Amount of at entering ip everpe of Men 
aes Pensions. on Pension. | (ts soe Married. 
Bs 
andes 79 7,093 €5°9 89°8 67 
peavaevas 8 592 65-2 74:0 
Py 63 2,863 45-4 
a arcs eisiee a 5 65 13:0 oe 
155 10,613 s 


(ee cee tn RS 


Novs.-—The payment of these pensijas doe3 nos necessarily commence during the year specified, 
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Free Pensrons, 1922-1923, payable from Consolidated Revenue and the funds of Corporate Bodies 
mentioned in Schedule III of the Act. 


stenrians 39 ne Pensions Void, 1922-23. tNew Pensions, 1922-28. aaa oe 
£ s. d £ §; 0 £ s. d £ s. d. 
Payable from Con- 
solidated Revenue. 
Men 2iin.ceamnciness 7eo tor 605781 71 9 33 for 2,630 19 8 58 for 4,919 15 1 | 760 for 63,069 17 2 
Wiomenaee res sn 133 ,, 10,941 16 4 1G mg OF BAB LOLs C81, 18.0 |) 142-85" SL G26a0 sme 
Widows ......... L7G ae 7,988 10 0 4 ,, 1%8 10.0 Does 2,002 12.6.) 225 3, 10,1922 906 
Mhildrenvercs..c..4 ALS as 1,534 0 0 155 195 0 O Oss Sob a OO OS lan 1,417 0 O 
otal wears... 1162) 07, 9 S1,245 28 Sal se oye =, LUE O eS ib eccaliey 8.162 5 7 \1,286,, 665306 93 aio 
Payable from funds of, 
Corporate Bodies. 
INEOTL Stee sak acinniesot 261 for 22,651 16 0 ll for 1,021 14 0 20 for 2,079 18 0 | 270 for 23,710 0 0 
Women ......... Wg 13° .0 Q Lp ee ee SP 0 0 PS Rea tes I-53, 78 0 0 
Widows) ‘hues: Sion. 3,653 2 0 De ce 58 10 0 LO ey: 48417. (07) O27 4,079 9 O 
Children ......... 20 5, 338 0 0 EE 5 SOO oO h) SR et tale seoninces 23 Gs 299 0 0 
Total Wiese. 372 4, 26,720 18 0 1G 1,119 4 0 30 ,, 2,004 15 0 | 38655, -28;166 7990 
* Pensions in abeyance are included in these totals. t Includes sundry adjustments. 


CoNDITION, OF THE FUND. 


Various statements have been made in the Press reflecting upon the solvency of the Fund. These 
apparently have been made without any knowledge of the facts of the case. The Fund was framed by 
a committee of Actuaries, and there is nothing whatever in the Board’s experience during the four years of 
the operation of the Fund to suggest that it was framed on anything except a sound basis. The assets as 
at 30th June last amounted to £4,727,900, of which over £2,000,000 was invested in Goverrment and 
Municipal securities at a satisfactory rate of interest, the remainder being owed by the Employers, 7.e., the 
Government and Corporate Bodies concerned, most of it being on account of the initial load consequent 
upon the admittance of old servants to the benefits of the scheme. As pointed out elsewhere in this report, 
expenditure for the year 1922-3 only amounted to about £61,000, £37,000 being for pensions, whereas the 
income due for that year was £1,131,000. There is nothing in these figures to suggest any suspicion of 
insolvency. After the close of the present financial year, an actuarial investigation as to the state and 
sufficiency of the Fund is provided for by the Superannuation Act, and, until such investigation is carried 
out, a definite statement as to the condition of the Fund cannot be made, but meanwhile there is no ground 
for uneasiness on the part of contributors as to the financial soundness of the Fund. 


Another matter has been the subject of much mistaken comment. It has been alleged that there 
is a sum of £2,000,000 due for immediate payment to the Fund. This statement is quite inaccurate. As a 
matter of fact there is a sum of £2,473,948 which is due to the Fund by the Colonial Treasurer (including 
interest) in rospect of Employers’ contributions for the four years ended 30th June, 1923. It is necessary to 
again explain the reason for these contributions. When the fund was inaugurated it included employees of 
ull ages up to age 60 years. Contributions of men cease at that age, while women have the option of ceasing 
to contribute either at 55 years or at 60 years of age. The Act conferred the right on employees of over 
30 years of age of contributing for a limited number of pension units (not exceeding four) at rate for age 
30 years. A great many employees took advantage of this option and very naturally so, as it is not to be 
expected that persons of advanced ages would be able to pay the requisite contribution applicable to their 
age to secure pension benefit. The Superannuation Act provides that in respect of such persons the 
employer is required to provide not only the difference between the employee’s concession rate and the 
normal rate, but in addition the employer’s contribution at rate for age. It will thus be scen that for the 
first few years the cost to the employer is abnormally heavy on account of the accrued liability in respect 
of the older employees. The following remarks taken from the seventeenth annual report of the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching (1922), page 125, are apposite to this matter :—- 


‘When a pension system is established there must be considered the claims of those who have 
reached an age at which they cannot without undue sacrifice contribute such sums as will provide 
an adequate pension for them. The difference between the amount that they may be expected to 
contribute and have contributed for them and the amount necessary for an adequate pension con- 
stitutes ‘accrued habilities’. Technically these liabilities represent the sums that such older teachers 
would have had placed to their credit from their entrance into service, had a pension system then 
existed. Their cost should be met by the public under a scheme that will distribute the burden over 
a long period of years. Failure to take accrued liabilities into account has been the most frequent 
cause of the bankruptcy of pension systems.”’ 


The system of “ equated payments ” provided in the Superannuation Act complies with what the 
Carnegie Foundation recommends in the way of distributing the burden over a period of years. 


The position can be best illustrated by quoting the amount charged against the Treasury each year 
and the amount paid. 


Year to— Charged to Treasury. Paid by Treasury. 
30-6-1920 ... h 56 te be wa) 2852,964 £170,000 
30-6-1921 ... seu as — sod 932,075 348,000 
30-6-1922 ... ea sess sh ic 783,228 348,077 


30-6-1923 ... au Me as vid 691,757 Nil, 
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No payment was made to the Fund during the financial year 1922-23 by the Crown. During the 
two preceding years these contributions were paid at the rate of £348,000 per annum. Karly in the financial 
year the Government’s attention was drawn to the fact that no payments were being made in respect 2f 
the Crown liability. In reply the Board was informed that the matter was under the consideration of 
Cabinet. The matter was again brought under notice by the Board at a later date, and the Board note 
that the draft Estimates for the year 1923-4 indicate that a vote of £348,000 is proposed as the Crown’s 
contribution to the Fund for the current year. 


Interest on the unpaid contributions has been charged to the Government. 


A statement was recently made by the Attorney-General (Mr. Bavin) before the Legislative 
Assembly as follows, vide Hansard, page 1688 :— 


“There has recently been considerable discussion in the press and elsewhere with regard to the 
position of the State Superannuation Fund, and some misapprehension exists on the subject. Let it 
be understood at once that there is not the slightest ground for any apprehension that the whole of 
the claims of every individual on this fund will not be fully met. It need hardly be said that throughout 
the Government’s consideration of the matter the suggestion of anything in the nature of repudiation 
has not and will not be entertained for one moment. Apparently, one reason for the misapprehension 
referred to is the statement that the sum of £2,000,000 is due to the Public Service Superannuation 
Fund. This has been the subject of much mistaken comment. It is not necessary in terms of the 
Superannuation Act or for the solvency of the fund that this sum should be immediately paid. It is 
part of the initial load, due to including in the superannuation scheme employees from 30 to 60 
years of age, and giving to them the right to contribute at a rate lower than the rate appropriate to 
their real age. The Act provides for this initial load to be equated over a period of years as may be 
agreed upon. One of the subjects which is now being considered is the period of years over which 
this payment should be properly equated. Until that question has been finally settled, it cannot be 
definitely said over what period the payment of this £2,000,000 should be spread. The above statement 
of the intention of the Government to honour fully all legal claims against the State Superannuation 
Fund applies equally to the Police Superannuation Fund, the Railway Superannuation Fund, and the 
fund existing under the Civil Service Act of 1884. No person who has any claims under any of these 
funds need have any apprehension that there will be any repudiation by the present Government of 
their claims. The question that has been, and still is, under the consideration of the Government, and 
which is giving them. great anxiety is the extent to which the burdens which are thrown on the 
taxpayers by these funds may increase in the future if these funds are kept open, as they are at present, 
to all new entrants to the respective services. The subject which is now under investigation is the 
prospective annual cost of maintaining at their present standard the benefits afforded by these funds 
in the future. These benefits in so far as they are not covered by the contributions of the employees 
themselves are paid for by the taxpayers, and while the Government, as has already been said, has not 
the slightest intention of interfering with any claims accrued, it is bound to consider whether the 
taxpayers can go on providing benefits on this scale for all those who may hereafter enter the public 
service. ‘This involves, of course, an elaborate and careful actuarial inquiry as well as the consideration 
of difficult questions of policy. A statement covering the whole subject will be made as scon as 
possible. a 


An unexpected claim was made on the Board during the year under review. ‘The services of an 
employee in one of the Mental Hospitals were dispensed with on account of ill-health, in such circumstances 
as gave him a claim under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. Having had less than ten years’ service at 
the time of his retirement the Board refunded to him the amount of his contributions to the Fund. A 
claim was, however, lodged under the provisions of section 13 of the Workmen’s Compensation Act for 
interest at the rate of 4 per cent. on his contributions to the Superannuation Fund. As no provision exists 
in the Superannuation Act for the payment of such interest, the Board referred the matter to the Crown 
Solicitor, who advised that it was a legal charge against the Board’s funds, and accordingly the Board paid 
£3 3s. 4d. on his contributions. The Workmen’s Compensation Act was passed subsequent to the Super- 
annuation Act and has imposed upon the Superannuation Fund an obligation which it was not meant to 


bear, 
INTERPRETATIONS AND DECISIONS. 


Retirement of Officers between ages of 55 and €0 years. 

Section 21 (1) of the Superannuation Act provides that every man contributor who has served 
for at least 85 years with any one or more employers shall be entitled to elect to retire from the service 
of his employer upon or after reaching the age of 55 years on the pension provided, 

The Crown Solicitor has advised that a contributor under the Superannuation Act, 1916, who had 
elected to withdraw under section 62 of the Public Service Act, 1895, from the Superannuation Account 
under the Civil Service Act of 1884, is, in the event of his retirement under section 21 (1B) mentioned 
above, entitled to a gratuity under the Public Service Act. 


Section 18 of the Workmen’s Compensation Act reads as follows :— 


“This Act shall apply to workmen employed by or under the Crown to whom this Act would 
apply if the employer were a private person: Provided that in case of death or incapacity if he 
elects to make his claim under this Act he shall, in addition to any benefits to which he is entitled 
thereunder, be entitled to a refund of the amount of any contributions or deductions made by him, 
or out of his salary or emoluments, and paid to any superannuation account under any other Ast, 
with interest thereon at the rate of four per centum per annum from the respective dates when sue 
contributions or deductions were made.” 
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An employee had been dispensed with on the ground of ill-health, and as he had not completed 
ten years’ service (the minimum period to qualify for pension) had only been granted a refund of his 
superannuation contributions without interest. In view of the provisions cf section 13, above quoted, he 
applied for 4 per cent. interest upon his contributions. Upon inquiry if was ascertained that he was in 
receipt of compensation under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. The Crown Solicitor was consulted, 
it being pointed out that there was no provision in the Superannuation Act for payment of interest in 
such cases. He advised that 4 per cent. interest was payable by the Board out of the Superannuation 
Fund upon the amount of the employee’s contributions thereto. 


Appeals under Section 85 againsi Decisions of the Board. 


SrareMENT or Facts as Founp By THE PRrorHONOTARY, 
Cram of F. 8. Digby to be regarded as an employee under the Superannuation Act, 1916. 


Mr. Digby was employed by the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust on Ist July, 1912,as Accountant, 
and this appointment was made under the provisions of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Act. 


The termination of Mr. Digby’s services with the Irrigation Commission does not appear to have 
been gazetted, but the Executive Council Minute (No. 26, of 25th June, 1919) dealing with the matter reads 
as follows :— 


“Ttis submitted for the approval of [lis Excellency the Governor and the Executive Council 
that Executive Minute No. 27, dated 5rd July, 1918, with regard to the termination of the services 
cf Mr. F. 8. Digby, Business Manager, Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas, be hereby cancelled, and that 
approval be granted to a recommendation by the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission that 
the services of the said officer shall be terminated as from the 5th May, 1918, owing to his transfer 
to the position of Secretary to the State Wheat Office, and also that payment be made by the Water 
Conservation and Irrigation Commission for the leave of absence due to Mr. Digby at that date.” 


This Minute was duly approved and confirmed. 


On the 6th May, 1918, he was appointed by the Public Service Board, under Section 44 of 
the Public Service Act, as Secretary to the State Wheat Office, but on the 27th September, 1918, the 
Board wrote to the Department of Agriculture stating that it would not accept any responsibility 
for appointments to the State Wheat Office, and that consequently all existing appointments in that Office 
under the Public Service Act expired by effluxion of time, and all then existing appointments were 
confirmed. Al] future appointments were made by the Minister for Agriculture. 


Before advice was received from the Public Service Board intimating its decision not to accept any 
responsibility for appointments to the State Wheat Office, the Department of Agriculture forwarded to 
that body a schedule of the Wheat Office employees, recommending the retention of their services for 
further pericds from the Ist October, 1918. ‘This was returned by the Board on the 26th October, 
drawing the attention of the Department to the Board’s letter of the 27th September above mentioned ; 
and consequently the Minister's approval was sought and obtained to the retention of these employees 
(Mr. Digby’s name being included as Secretary) for further periods from the Ist October, 1918, the period 
being three (3) months in Mr, Digby’s case, 


On the 16th December, 1918, Ministerial approval was granted for Mr. Digby’s appointment as 
secretary and acting-manager of the State Wheat Office at a salary of £1,000 per annum as from the Ist 
January, 1919, the actual approval reading as follows :— 


The Hon. W. C. Grahame, M.L.A., Minister for Agriculture, Sydney, 14th December, 1918. 


“ Dear Sir,— : : ; ; That Mr. Digby be appointed as Secretary and Acting 
Manager at a salary of £1,000 per year, and that Mr. Horsburgh, the Sub-Manager, receive a 
salary of £900 per year. These increases to take effect as from the Ist January, 1919. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sed.) R. 8. DRUMMOND, 
Manager. 


A pproved—(Sgd.) W.C.G., 16th December, 1918.” 


Subseyuently a further Schedule was submitted by the Under-Secretary and Director for the 
Department of Agriculture to the Minister, and on this approval was granted for the retention of Mr. 
Digby’s services as Secretary and Acting-Manager for a further period of twelve months from the Ist 
January, i919. <A copy of this Schedule so far as it relates to Mr. Digby’s services is annexed to this 
statement of facts, and marked with the letter “ A.” 


There is no trace in the office of the Under Secretary for Agriculture of any further documents 
affecting the Ministerial decision dated 16th December, 1918, or containing.approval for the allocation of 
certain portions of Mr. Digby’s salary against the different Pools. Furthermore, there is no trace in that 
office of any other authority for the retention of the services of the staff of the State Wheat Office 
(including Mr. Digby), beyond the 31st December, 1919, although they continued to be employed on the 
same duties from that date until the Wheat Marketing Act came into operation, namely, on Ist December, 
Tee 


The Crown Solicitor advised on 9th October, 1919, that Mr. Digby was in the employment of the 
Crown and as his duties required him to give his whole time to their performance he was subject to the 
Superannuation Act, 1916, and Mr, Digby was thereupon admitted as a contcibuter to the Fund. 


Up to the Ist November, 1920, the State Wheat Office under Mr. Digby’s managership was 
administering the 1915-16, 1916-17, 1917-19, and 1919-20 Wheat Pools, and also the operations of the 
importation of wheat during 1919-20 on behalf of the Government. ‘Ihe duties performed by him in the 
course of his employment were such as to occupy the whole of his time. On the Ist November, 1920, the 
operations of the said Pools were not completed and still remain incompleted, and this also applies to the 
Wheat Importation Account. Since that date and up to the present time Mr, Digby continued, and still 
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continues, these duties so far as the previous Pools and the Wheat Importation Account remain to be ad- 
ministrated, At first more than half of his time was devoted to matters connected with the 1920-1921 
Pool, but at present more than half of his time is devoted to matters connected with the old Pools and 
the Wheat Importation Act. On the 23rd September, 1921, a ebeque was paid into the Treasury amount~- 
ing to £104,261, being the profits made on behalf of the State Government by the importation of wheat 
from Victoria and South Australia. 


When the Wheat Marketing Act, 1920, was passed, a Board known as the State Wheat Board was 
appointed, such Board being empowered to appoint the necessary staff. This Board was not formally 
appointed until Ist November, 1920, but had acted unofficially from September, 1920. The Minister for 
Agriculture was the Chairman of the Board, Mr. Digby has never specifically been appointed Manager 
by. the State Wheat Board, but before the appointment of the Board the Minister for Agriculture sent for 
Mr. Digby and said that he w ould expect Mr. Digby to act as Secretary and Manager for the 1920-1921 
Pool under the direction of the State Wheat Board. Mr. Digby did so act and carried out directions of 
the Wheat Board prior to its formal appointment on 1st November, 1920. No notification of Mr. Digby’s 
appointment was ever made. When the State Wheat Board was appointing its officers Mr. Digby pointed 
out that his position was different to that of any of the officers appointed by the Board, because he was 
directly responsible to the Minister in connection with the work relating to the five previous Pools, and 
the Wheat Importation Account, as well as the financial arrangements necessitated thereby. Nothing 
more was said or done about his appointment. The following memorandum, however, appears in the 
Minute Book of the State Wheat Board dated 15th February, 1921 :— 


“Tt was moved by Mr. Gagie and seconded by Mr. Bartle that the Manager’s salary be 
increased to £1,250 per annum as from the lst November, 1920.” 


Mr. ns s salary from the date of his first appointment in the State Wheat Office up to the Ist 
November, 1920, was paid with the approval of the Minister from the funds of the Wheat Pools and of 
the Wheat Impor tations Account. Since that date and up to 81st December, 1921, it was paid with the 
approval of the Minister partly from the funds of the Wheat Pools Operating prior to the 1920-21 Pool 
and from the Wheat Importations Account, and partly from the funds of the 1920-21 Poo!. Since the 
31st December, 1921, Mr. Digby’s salary is paid with the approval] of the Minister as to one half from the 
funds of the Wheat Pools prior to 1920-21 Pool and as to the other half from the funds of the 1920-21 
Pool. 


His duties in connection with the Wheat Pools prior to the 1920-21 Pool and in connection with . 


the Wheat Importations Account were and are still performed under the Department of Agriculture and 
up to the lst November, 1920, his time was wholly occupied in these duties. Since then he has been 
engaged in duties in connection with the Pools prior to the 1920-21 Pool and the Wheat Importations 
Account, and has also acted, and is still acting, as Manager and Secretary under the State Wheat Board 
controlling the 1920-21 Pool, though no formal appointment, except the resolution abovementioned, was 
made. The duties now being performed by him occupy the whole of his time. During the whole of his 
employment he has neither done any work outside of the duties assigned to him, nor had any time to do 
such outside work, 

Two separate staffs are employed, both under Mr. Digby’s managership, one being occupied with 
duties connected with the Pools prior to 1920-21 Pool, and the other staff being engaged in duties 
connected with the 1920-21 Pool. The salaries of these staffs are paid from separate banking accounts. 


On the llth May, 1921, the Crown Solictor advised that if Mr. Digby is an officer of the State 
Wheat Board appointed under the provisions cf the Wheat Marketing Act, 1920, of which he advised 
there did not appear to be any doubt, he was not employed by an “employer ” within the meaning of 
section 3 cf the Superannuation Act, 1916, and he therefore was not entitled to remain a contributor to 
the State Superannuation Fund. Jn accordance with this advice the State Superannuation Board 
decided that superannuation deductions in Mr. Digby’s case should cease forthwith, and the Manager was 
so informed on the 20th May, 1921. 

It might be added that prior to the coming into operation of the Wheat Marketing Act, 1920, there 
was no legislation in existence controlling the operations of the Wheat Pool. 

On the 18th November, 1921, the Minister for Agriculture wrote a letter addressed to Mr. Digby 
in the following terms :— 


“In order to define your position, I beg to inferm you that you have been for some years past, 
and still are, in the service of the Crown. 


“ As Manager of the State Wheat Board you held a position which was not directly under the 
Crown, but I was quite cognisant of the fact that, apart from such duties, you still retained your 
responsibilities and were still an officer of the Crown during the whole of that time engaged on the 
work of winding up the old Pools and other Government activities, such as your duties as Executive 
Member of the Wheat Importations Committee which was purely Government work and was not 
part of vour duties as Manager of the State Wheat Boaré. 

“T coneur in the action of the State Wheat Board in allocating your salary in the proportion 
of £750 per annum to tke work done in respect of the old Pools and the balance for your work in 
connection with the Management of the State Wheat Board.” 


This letter was forwarded direct to Mr. Digby, and was not sent through the Department of 
Agriculture or the oftice of the State Wheat Board, and upon its receipt its terms were communicated by 
him to the Permanent Head of that Department. 


Opinion of Judge. 


The appellant was appointed by the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust as Secretary in 1912. . a 
services came to an end in May, 1918. He was appointed by the Public Service Board as Secretary to the 
State Wheat Office on 6th May, 1918. Later the Board declined to accept any responsibility for the 
appointment, and on 16th December, 1918, he was ON 'd by the Minister of Agriculture as Secretary 
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and Acting Manager of the State Wheat Office, at a salary of £1,000 per annum. On Ist January, 1919, the 
Under Secretary for Agriculture submitted a further schedule of appointment to the Minister, who inter alia 
approved of the retaining of Mr. Digby’s services as Secretary and Acting Manager of the State Wheat 
Office. This brings it down to 3lst December, 1919. From 31st December, 1919, to lst November, 1920, 
his work remained the same. There is no record of any authority for his continued services between those 
dates; but inasmuch as he was discharging the same duties, I assume in his favour that he was retained by 
the same authority in the same employ up to Ist November, 1920. Up to that date Mr. Digby had been 
employed to administer the State Wheat Pools of 1915-16, 1916-17, 1917-19, and 1919-20; during that 
time he controlled the importation of wheat during 1919-20 on behalf of the Government as well as managing 
the State Wheat Office. These duties occupied the whole of his time. I am of opinion that he was 
employed by the Government and his terms of service occupied the whole of his time, and that he was 
entitled to contribute to the Superannuation Act up to lst November, 1920. The position after that date 
is not so clear. He continued to carry out the above duties. These Wheat Pools-were Governmental, 
though not under statute. In 1920 a Wheat Marketing Act was passed to deal with the Wheat Pool of 
1920-21. Under this Act a State Wheat Board was appointed, and it is claimed that as Mr. Dighy was 
appointed by the State Wheat Board he cannot be a contributor under the Superannuation Act of 1916. 
I agree that if he was appointed by the State Wheat Board as Manager he would be outside the Super- 
annuation Act. But I do not take that view of the facts. 


It appears that :—This Board was not formally appointed until 1st November, 1920, but he had 
acted unofficially from September, 1920. The Minister for Agriculture was the Chairman of the Board. 
Mr. Digby has never specifically been appointed manager by the State Wheat Board, but before the 
appointment of the Board the Minister for Agriculture sent for Mr. Digby and said that he would expect 
Mr. Digby to act as Secretary and Manager for the 1920-21 Pool under the direction of the State Wheat 
Office. Mr. Digby did so act, and also carried out directions of the Wheat Board prior to its formal appoint- 
ment on Ist November, 1920. No notification of Mr. Digby’s appointment was ever made. 


The same Minister who had appointed him as Manager of the Pools before 1920-21 now appoints 
him in an informal manner as Manager of the Statutory Pool 1920-21, although in no way reducing his 
work prior to that date. There is no record of any appointment by the State Wheat Board. There is a 
minute that his salary was increased in February, 1921, by the State Wheat Board. With the approval of 
the Minister his salary was paid up to 3lst December, 1921, in part from funds of the Wheat Pools prior 
to 1921 and in part from the funds of the 1920-21 Pool; since then with the approval of the Minister in 
equal shares from both funds. As far as I can see the Employer still remained the same as prior to 
November, 1920, 7.e., the Government. It follows that as a result of these additional duties he could not 
give his whole time to the work of the Pools prior to 1920, nor from the nature of the appointment to the 
Pool of 1920-21. The Superannuation Act declares that an employee must be a person who by the terms 
of his appointment is required to give the whole of his time. I do not think that debars the appellant. 
These words were introduced so as to exclude from the benefits of the Act contractors who were entitled 
to make up their time by service with employers other than the Government. This man is in fact wholly 
employed by the Government in two capacities. The words are a bar against a man with two employers 
rather than against a man with one employer and two forms of employment. For these reasons I am of 
opinion that the above facts entitle Mr. Digby to contribute to the Fund. 

C. G. WADE. 
Chambers, Ist September, 1922. 

I decide the point in accordance with Mr. Justice Wade’s opinion.—T. R, Bavry, Attorney-General, 

9th September, 1922. 


STATEMENT OF Facts. 
Cuaim for pension under Section 34. Case of Mr. R. C. Whitehouse, Temporary Clerk of Works, Depart- 
ment of Education. 


Mr. R. C. Whitehouse claims to have served over ten years under the Government of the State of 
New South Wales and to be entitled to a pension under the Superannuation Act, 1916. 


The Department of Education report that Mr. Whitehouse was temporarily employed as follows :— 


Temporary Clerk of Works— 
Building Construction Branch, Department of Public Works, from 15th May, 1911, to 15th 
July, 191], 


and as Temporary Foreman in the said branch, from 4th September, 1911, to 30th May, 1918, 
and from 21st June, 1913, to 31st December, 1913. 


He was employed in the Government Savings Bank for about three months, from 28th January, 1914, 
and he has been employed as Temporary Clerk of Works in the Department of Education from 
21st June, 1915. 


He retired in October, 1922. 


Mr. Whitehouse was born on 13th September, 1850, and any claint he would have to pension would be 
under Section 34 of the Superannuation Act, under which it would be necessary for him to have served not 
less than ten years prior to the Ist July, 1919. The admitted service prior to the said date amounts to 6 
years 84 months. Mr. Whitehouse, however, contends that for eighteen or twenty years he “‘ did work for 
the Education Department in the repair of schools and residences, portion of which time he was paid either 
by hour, day or week.” The Education Department, however, report that during the period 1884 to 1904 
(the period in question) Mr. Whitehouse was a contractor pure and simple, and that there is no evidence in 
the Department that he received a daily rate of pay during the said period. On the other hand, 
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Mr. Whitehouse has submitted letters from several officers and ex-officers of the Education Department 
more or less in favour of his contention, viz., from Mr. Kilminster, formerly Chief Clerk, Department of 
Education, stating that— 


“Mr. Whitehouse was looked upon as a skilled workman, whom the Architect could instruct to 
do repairs and painting at any of the Public Schools in Sydney and the suburbs which required more 
than an ordinary labourer’s attention. He was thoroughly competent and trustworthy, and I believe 
that both Mr. Kemp and Mr. Wigram (the Architects) considered him to be available, at any time, for 
the carrying out of minor works which needed a tradesman who was able to go and finish the job. It 
was the practice for the Department to supply the materials, and therefore Mr. Whitehouse would be 
largely employed at day labour rates, and paid for the time occupied in the various works. Mr. H. G. 
Short’s memorandum dated 2nd June, 1921, I think describes the methods correctly. 


‘As to the proportion of his time in which he was so employed during the term of about twenty 
years, it is impossible now to give a close estimate. The sole records, apparently, were the times 
stated on the payment vouchers, checked in the office. But the Metropolitan Schools always call for 
a great amount of this work, and even during the period referred to—1884 to 1904—would credibly 
represent a man’s full time if he were the only one employed. Consequently it would be fair to make 
a very liberal computation of the term of Mr. Whitehouse’s employment as a casual employee of the 
Government over that lengthy period.” 


Mr. H. G. Short, formerly Temporary Clerk in the office of the Architect (J. 8. Wigram), Education 
Department, writes as follows :— 


“During the whole of that period I know you were employed by the Architect (J. S. Wigram) in 
doing sundry repairs to various schools (public) and school residences in the Metropolitan district. 
This was principally day work, each job being charged for separately. You did all the glazing and 
other repairs, which could not be carried out by the Department’s labourers, under £10 in value. If 
over that amount, you were asked for a price and carried out such work on contract. As far as my 
memory seryes me, you were kept fairly constantly employed on the smaller works—day labour. 
Not being on the staff, no official record was kept. I understand you had been doing this work for a 
great number of years—I should say about eighteen or twenty years.” 


A memorandum from Mr. J. H. Strong, also of the Education Department, states that he knows 
that Mr. R. C. Whitehouse did repair work for the Department for a large number of years. As the appli- 
cation papers in regard to repairs passed through his hands for a considerable time, he believes Mr, 
Whitehouse’s statement to be correct. 


The Board had special search made in the Department and, in view of this and the official report of 
the Department, mentioned above, that Mr. Whitehouse was a contractor and that there was no evidence 
in the books of the Department that he had received a daily rate of pay during the period in question, the 
Board came to the decision that Mr. Whitehouse could not be regarded as an employee during the said 
period, 7.e.. from 1884 to 1904. 


It should be pointed out that in view of the interpretation of the Act, as contained in the Crown 
Solicitor’s opinion of 26th May, 1921, the period claimed by Mr. Whitehouse as service at hourly, daily or 
weekly rate of pay, could not in any case be counted legally. The Superannuation Board, however, brought 
this interpretation and the hardship that would be inflicted by it, under the notice of the Attorney-General 
on 23rd February, 1922, with the suggestion that an amendment of the Act be made to meet such cases, 
and that pending legislation being passed such service be counted for pension purposes. This was approved 
by the Attorney-General (Mr. McTiernan), and it is the present practice to count periods of employment at 
hourly, daily or weekly rate of pay as service, when otherwise complying with the requirements of the Act, 
for the purpose of making up tke prescribed period of ten years’ service required for pension purposes. 

Dated this fourteenth day of March, 1923. 

pe JNO. V. TILLETT, 
Crown Solicitor, Attorney for the Honorable the Attorney-General. 


Opimon of Judge. 

I report that my reading of Section 34 is that the employee, to come within the provisions of the 
section, must possess the qualification of employee according to the statutory definition of the term for 
the whole period of ten years. 

J. L. CAMPBELL, J. 
Chambers, 20th March, 1925. 


I decide the point in accordance with the opinion of Mr. Justice Campbell.—T.R.B., A.G., 11/7/23. 


STATEMENT oF Facts. 


Cram of Mr. A. D. Lee, Temporary Clerk, Department of Public Works, at a weekly rate of pay, for a 
pension under the State Superannuation Act. 


On 6th November, 1922, Mr. Albert Daniel Lee applied for a breakdown pension under the Super- 
annuation Act, 1916. In connection therewith the Department reported that Mr. Lee, who was over 
50 years of age, had served continuously for over twelve years, his rate of pay being £5 2s. 6d. per week, 
and that his leave of absence had expired on 8th November, 1922. Mr. Lee was a contributor to the 
Superannuation Fund for four units of pension. Under the provisions of the Superannuation Act, 1916, 
(as amended by the Superannuation Amendment Act, 1919) persons paid at a weckly rate are excluded 
from the benefits of the Act. As Mr. Lee did not appear to be entitled to contribute the Department of 
Public Works was asked for a report. In reply it was stated that Mr. Lee had been employed continuously 
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from 5th September, 1910, as a Clerk of Works on an annual salary up to 17th July, 1921, and from that 
date, owing to no work being available for him as a Clerk of Works, he was employed as timekeeper, &c., 
at weekly rates under an industrial award. It was added that he was eligible to contribute when he made 
election in 1919, and he continued paying his contributions after he was employed on a weekly wage, there 
being no break in his employment. The change in Mr. Lee’s status from an annual to a daily rate of pay 
was made by the Public Service Board. Mr, Lee was duly recorded in the Superannuation books as a 
contributor to the Fund, but the State Superannuation Board was unaware of the alteration in the method 
of the payment of his salary until after his application for pension. Section 20 of the Superannuation 
Act, 1919, provides contributions to the Fund shall be deducted by employers from the salaries of con- 
tributors and shall be paid to the Board. It is the duty of the employer to notify to the Board any change 
of status or salary which may affect contributions. 


In view of the provisions of the Superannuation Act, the Board decided that they were unable to 
recommend the payment of any pension to Mr. Lee, He was so informed, and also that a refund of his 
contributions would be made upon application, 

Dated this 15th day of March, 1923. 

JNO. V. TILLETT, 


Crown Solicitor, Attorney for the Honerable the Attorney-General. 


Oprnion of Judge. 


Judge's Chambers, Sydney, 21st April, 19253. 

The appellant, Mr. Albert Daniel Lee, was, at the commencement of this Act, employed by the 
Government of New South Wales in the Public Works Department as Clerk of Works on an annual salary, 
and remained in that position up till July, 1921. In that month, owing to the fact that there was no 
further work available for him as such Clerk of Works, his employment in that capacity was terminated. 
and he was subsequently employed by the same Department as a Timekeeper on a weekly wage, fixed 
under an award of the Industrial Arbitration Court. He continued in this employment as a weekly wage 
earner until November, 1922, when his health broke down, and he applied for a breakdown pension under 
section 29 of the Superannuation Act. His contributions under the Superannuation Act had been received 
during the period when he was on an annual salary, and through failure of the Public Works Department 
to notify the Board that he had been placed on a weekly wage after July, 1921, contributions were still 
deducted from his wage up till the time of his retirement in November, 1922. On these facts I am of 
opinion that Lee is not entitled to claim the benefits of the provisions of the Act relating to breakdown 
pensions. In July, 1921, his services as Clerk of Works were dispensed with under circumstances which, 
in my opinion, bring him clearly within the provisions of sections 25 and 37 relating to retrenchment 
benefits, and I am of opinion that he thereupon became entitled, in July, 1921, to the benefit of those 
provisions. His employment in that capacity beg no longer necessary, he was fortunate enough to be 
able to obtain employment in another capacity, but only as a weekly wage earner, and in my opinion this 
did not confer on him any added rights other than those which he had in July, 1921, when his services 
were dispensed with under circumstances which brought him within the provisions of sections 23 and 37. 


I do not think that by delay in making application he has lost these rights, and I am of opinion 
that he is still entitled to make a claim on the Superannuation Fund under the provisions of section 37, 


A, G, RALSTON, J, 
I decide the matter in accordance with the opinion of Mr, Acting Justice Ralston,—T, R, Bayin, 
Attorney-General, 27/4/23, 


STATEMENT OF Facts. 


Cam for reduction of Superannuation Contributions by reason of retrospective appointment.—-Case of 
Mr. R. Higgins, Gas. Examiner. 


On the 20th November, 1922, Mr. Robert Higgins, Gas Examiner, wrote asking that consideration 
be given to his case with a view to reduction of the amount payable in respect of contributions to the 
Superannuation Fund and also for review of his rights and obligations since he became a contributor. 


Mr. Higgins is said to have been continuously employed by the State as a temporary officer from 
1910 to 1921, and as a permanent officer since March, 1921, his appointment as a permanent officer having 
been dated back to 13th December, 1915. His Department report that he made application for appoint- 
ment as a permanent officer upon the passing of the Publio Service Temporary Officers Act, 1915, but 
was unable to obtain satisfactory evidence of the date of his birth and his application therefore lapsed until 
1921, when the Public Service Board consented to accept such evidence as he was able to obtain in lieu of 
a birth certificate. 


Prior to his gazettal as a permanent officer he had not been a contributor to the Superannuation 
Fund as he was paid at a daily rate of pay, but upon appointment in March, 1921, he was compelled to 
contribute to the fund for five units at the rate prescribed for his age (next birthday), viz., 49 years, the 
rate of contribution being £4 9s. 8d. every four weeks, his salary being at the rate of £271 10s. per annum. 


The Board decided that by virtue of the passing of the Superannuation Amendment Act of 1919, 
any right which previously existed on Mr. Higgins’s part to elect to contribute was taken away. They pointed 
out that although Mr. Higgins’s appointment at an annual salary was made retrospective, the fact remained 
that at the Ist July, 1920, the last date upon which an option could be exercised, Mr. Higgins, who was 
then in receipt of a daily rate of pay, was outside the provisions of the Superannuation Act, and therefore 
could not make any election thereunder. When coming to this decision, the Board had in view the opinion 
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of the late Mr. Justice Wade in the appeal of Miss Prior under section 85 of the Act, in which the appellant 
claimed that she was entitled to contribute for an additional unit of pension at the rate prescribed for age 


30 under the provisions of section 12 (c) (ii) in respect of an increase of salary granted subsequently but 
made retrospective to the lst July, 1920. Mr. Justice Wade stated :— 


“| find no authority for the argument suggested that the dating back of the increased salary 
gave the right to the officer to reopen the option which ceased to exist on the Ist July, 1920.” 


Dated the 23rd day of February, 1923. 


JNO. V. TILLETT, 
Crown Solicitor, Attorney for the Honorable the Attorney-General. 


Opinion of Judge. 


There does not appear to me to be any valid reason to question the correctness of the Board’s 
decision in this matter. 


During the whole period within which the right of election under section 12 (c) could be exercised 
in conformity with the statute, Mr. Higgins was a person outside of the operation of the statute altogether— 
that is to say, he was not an “ employee”’ within the statutory definition. Consequently, during the 
whole period of time—limited expressly in the statute itself{— within which elections could validly be made 
he was not qualified or entitled to make an election. In my opinion no antedating of Mr. Higgins’s 


subsequent appointment as an employee could put him in a position to make an election within the definite 
space of time which had in fact already expired. 


Further, I think there is no ground on which it can be reasonably suggested that the Crown, or the 
Public Service Board representing the Crown, waived its right, or rather its duty, to deal;with Mr. Higgins’s 
application in accordance with the plain meaning of the statute. 


2nd May, 1923. J. L. CAMBPELL, J. 


I decide the point in accordance with Mr. Justice Campbell’s opinion.—-T. R. Bavin, Attorney-General. 
15/5/23. 


Pensions, GRATUITIES, AND REFUNDS UNDER THE Crvir, Service AND Pusuic SErvicr Acts, 


By an amendment effected in the Superannuation Act in 1919, the Board are charged with the 
administration of such of the provisions of the Civil Service Act, 1884, and the Public Service Acts as 
relate to superannuation allowances and gratuities, and to refunds and interest thereon under those Acts. 


During the twelve months ended 30th June, 1923, pensions, gratuities, and refunds were 
recommended in terms of such Acts, as follow :— 


Pensions under Civil Service Act, 1884, payable from Consolidated Revenue  £ sid. 
under the Public Service Superanuation Act, 1903 re ie 21,226 7 0 

Less amount payable by Commonwealth Government in respect of officers 
transferred from the State to the Commonwealth Service ~ ... Ae Z,01c% 2 50 
£19,148 5 0 

Gratuities and Refunds under Public Service Act, 1902— 
Gratuity. Refund. Total. 

ea: d. Les. cd. Ses. a. 


36,626 19 6 12,005 17 1 4863216 7 
Less amount payable by Commonwealth 


Government... See ese oe Detion Oe Gon) 44cm on 6.914. Sit 


£31,153 13 10 £10,564 13 10 £41,718 7 8 


s. d. 

Refunds of contributions to Superannuation Account under Civil Service Act, 1884, 
on resignation, decease, &c., of officers ... os pe oe Leg se Go. tT 
Less amount chargeable to Commonwealth Government ... Si an nye ey ay 
£1,663 0 0 


SumMMaRY oF Pensions tnpdER THE Crvin Service Act, 1884. 


On the 30th June, 1923, there were 794 retired officers in receipt of pensions under the Civil Service 
Act, 1884, and the Public Service (Superannuation) Act, 1899, the total amount of pensions paid being 
£158,468 17s. 8d. Particulars of the pensions, together with the sections of Acts under which they were 
granted, are given below. It will be seen therefrom that, of the total amount of pensions paid, 
£123,357 4s. 7d. is received by pensioners of 65 years of age and upwards. 

26391—B ‘ 
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Return showing amount of pensions payable as at 30th June, 1923, to retired officers, at various ages, 
with sections of the Civil Service Act, 1884, under which retirement was effected. 


Section of Civil Service Act under which Retirement was eftected. 


: | c GS Hes : Under Public Sie 
Section 43 (A) | Section 44 (B). Section 45 (C). Section 46 (D). Service Mee. « 
Age of Pensioner u . Es 
(at 30th June, 1928). s S Pa v1 = 3 

8 KH Amount of 8 Z Amount of 3 z Amount of s a Amount of E fs Amount of s i Amount of 

qs Pension. g 5 | Pension. as Pension. a8 Pension. as Pension. qs Pension. 

5e @ Ek Be ace Be 

Zo Zo ZO Ao | ao ZO 

£ s. d. | ee) a2 0G: Se EGE Ceva. Sd: Pye CH Gl see 
45 and under 50 years ensal) | Muiewdtectaas Lod 0'7 GO SESS So JS ita cule esos e cameo crime ame orc 7,1 | ia tat 1 211 17 O 
50 9 55, ctin, ||) ceodanene 3 Stee a = SF |) coc.) Gadeoe 1 CARA Oso <os8c0c 4 801 1 3 
55 » 60) ane | =. <Goosgedsc 26 |5,507 9 4 2 299 2 O 1 Cope MUP Roc |e Aaaee 29 | 5,899 14 4 
60 fs G55", 74 | 21,452 19 9 | 36 |5,190 14 8 4 290s ol 6 771 4 0 3 309 7 0O | 123 |28,020 8 6 
65 ” Ome: 150 | 40,966 17 2) 27 |4,206 16 9 4 396 16 4/ 21 |3,203 8 0 4 382 1 0 | 206 |49,155 19 3 
70 99 LOGS, 120 | 26,153 19 5 | 12 |1,694 4 0 8 S41 LO MOF ia 997 258 4 335 0 O | 161 |31,021 16 11 
75 39 tO) 102 | 18,607 4 8/| 13 |2,256 9 0 oy) Sl ee ODPL SN 25 2a Ae 4 616 17 0 | 137 | 23,978 17 & 
80 99 85 ,, 75 |. 11,808 11 6) 9 752 10 0 7 TOD =) 6 /2,156 7 8 2 274 17 0 99 |15,201 15 2 
85 39 30s 20 | 2,340 7 0 4 25 amd ae) 1 Wel 4 CONE Gad I esonee 2 495 14 0 27 | 3,221 10 0 
OOlandioveraeast 4 el 2 92 6) On) 2 dow S BO can anemreetine 3 GET 22 CLO Si escnea Semeeeete 7 Th (650 
es | Se ee 
AMON © ceGoecdoe 543 | 120,922 5 6 {133 |20,569 16 0| 31 ,3,018 5 3 | 68 |11,366 2 11] 19 |2,413 16 0 | 794 |158,290 5 8* 
| 


*In addition to the above 1 widow’s pension of £26 per annum, 1 widow’s pension of £113 12s. per annum, and 3 children’s pensions of £13 
each (representing part of employees’ pensions commuted under Section 58 of the Superannuation Act, 1916, for widows’ and/or children’s benefits) 
are payable, making the total pensions payable £158,468 17s. 8d. 

(A) Section 43—Retirement of officers over 60 years of age. (B) Section 44—Retirement on account of ill-health at instance of officer. 
(C) Section 45—Retirement on account of ill-health at instance of Department. (D) Section 46—Retirement through abolition of office. : 


Compared with the statement for the period ended 30th June, 1922, the figures show a decrease 
of 15 in the number of pensions, and the total amount of pensions paid shows an increase of £5,266 12s. 3d. 


In addition to the above, a proportion of the pensions paid to retired officers in the Commonwealth 
Service, who were transferred from the New South Wales Service, is payable by the State. On 30th June, 
1923, there were 148 such officers in receipt of pensions aggregating £33,397 17s. 5d. Of this amount 
£14,503 11s. Od. is payable by this State. 


R. A. GILFILLAN, 
E. M. MOORS, Members of the Board. 


A. G. GILCHRIST, 


Sydney, 10th November, 1923. 


Svdney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1928. 


1928. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


PUBLIC TRUSTEE ACT, 1913. 


(REPORT OF THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1923, TOGETHER WITH 
BALANCE-SHEET, STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, AND PROFIT AND LOSS 
ACCOUNT.) 


(Printed under No.1 Report from Printing Committee, 6 September, 1923.) 


The Public Trustee to The Acting Under-Secretary, Department of the Attorney- 
General and of Justice. 


The Public Trust Office, Culwulla Chambers, 67 Castlereagh-street, 

Sir, Sydney, New South Wales, 24 July, 1923. 
In accordance with the provisions of the Public Trustee Act, I forward Balance-sheet, 
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements, and Profit anil Loss Account for the year ended 30th June, 
1923. It will be gathered from a perusal thereof that a very satisfactory year has been experienced, and 
that a substantial surplus has been earned. Included in the receipts shown in the Profit and Loss 
Account is an amount of surplus interest allowed by the Treasury on the daily balance of the Public 
Trustee Account at the Bank, which surplus the Treasury have decided should be credited to this Office. 


It may be of interest to know that the new business that came into the Office during the year 
under review amounted in value to £1,000,000, and that since the inception of the Oftice on the Ist 
January, 1914, the value of estates administered and in the course of administration has reached the sum 
of £7,740,000. These figures, 1 think, speak for themselves, and it is a subject of gratification to be able 
to state that, though we have administered many thousands of estates, no serious mistake has occurred, 


This Office has under its control, outside the ordinary administration of deceased and trust estates, 
the following :— 


1. National Relief Fund, which is used for the benefit of dependents of those killed in the 
Bulli, Mount Kembla, and West Wyaiong disasters, and also in connection with the South African 
war. 

2. The Funds of the Destitute Children Asylum, which are vested in the Public Trustee pending 
the erection of cottage homes in accordance with the Act No. 82-16,—These funds now amount to 
the sum of £71,000. 

3. The Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates under Local Government Act.—The proceeds of sales 
thereunder now total over £50,000. The provisions of the Act are availed of by very many Shires 
and Municipalities. Rates amounting to £19,724 have been paid out of the proceeds of sales to the 
various Shires and Councils. 

4. Under the recent Voluntary Workers Act the control’ of the Matraville Soldiers’ Settlement 
Village has passed to this Office, and the management is proceeding smoothly. The settlement 
consists of seventy-two cottages situated at Matraville, and erected by voluntary labour. The rents 
charged to the various tenants are calculated at a rate to produce sufficient to meet rates, taxes, 
insurance, and management expenses, and no more. 


I again call attention to the necessity of providing suitable accommodation for the staff. It 
will be necessary to increase the staff during this year so that the volume of work can be coped with 
satisfactorily. 

Yours, &c., 
T. W. GARRETT, 
Public Trustee. 


91281 FIZ PusBLic 
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Pusuic 'TRusren, 


SraTeMENT of Receipts and Disbursements of Trust Moneys for Year ended 30th June, 1923. 
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NP ery eo 


656,234 18 8- 


eo Spade £ 
To Balance at 30th June, [O22 esses ecece sensei 399,253 17 6 By. Distributions, claims, S&C) (oncaeswtesseseseee 634,553 
,, Cash receipts and realisation of assets in ») Lnveshments 2. .cs ceseb ven tee eeraes neces 119,762 
estates administered by the Public Trustee , Unclaimed balances held for a period of six 
as— years, paid into Treasury 9 ...0.5..-2-ctvas eee 3,821 
Adimimigtratorie. a-.eate tours ttn tayo ace 214,243 10 11 ,, Office commission and fees paid into Treasury 29,655 
Bxecuboriondrusteet....cdescnecseeaerern eee 438,320 9 1 by PAW ENtS a COMMIUSSI ONG ects emery nee cence eet ereee 1,562 
AtborneylOrgA Cent a oi aed ecustencsononeucgt 26,636 5 O 5 Balance: vim. de utipaionsieis ses cntinesleaee marcen ease 439,374 
,, Hstates previously administered by the 
Curator of Intestate Estates ... .............. 3,186 17 8 
,. Local Government Act No. 41, 1919........... 23, 90160"eo eS 
,, Amount received from Treasury, for interest 
allowance of 3 per cent. on daily balances L407 eG 
,, Rents, dividends, interest, &c. ..............0+0 110,475 10 3 
,, Refund of amount paid to Treasury as 
Unclaimed balances| i; .wcas veces spect 995i ae 
SUDO IY CE] PtSi oan ssiicce tre coseeeememese spac meres 818 8 
£1,228,729 16 11 £1,228,729 16 11 
BALANCE-SHEET, 30th June, 1923. 
LIABILITIES. : £ Src. ASSETS. £ 
Balances to credit of estates:..........-..s0s00-2++-e00 2,871,433 15 11 Balance at Bank of New South Wales ............... 439,374 
Advances to estates .............45 Acuosaisceg ee tateGar 1,000 0 O State Treasurer— Unclaimed balances of Intestate 
Office Commission payable to Treasury..........., el Gh Histates: Account. acc usr weaves teste eeeicd 64,739 
PATENTS VCOMIMISSION | Leseenbaneaeeseretnsete rece canes 205 14 1 Savings ‘Bdale depasjty) shs.f0es .deeekacbenare ese asectaonele 17,014 
1 Bixedi deposits cide rye ae aecona econ ae are eee 67,590 
Tnsurance policies ;.ccetmace ie eteane eee eee 7,716 
Stock shares, debentures wcie saseeee sateen 139,964 
Landed property! Siicnncics sonst scene ae ae 1,370,997 
»  Othersassets. Gis iaosec soon connie ener caren ener 111,053 
Investments— £) asia: 
Commonwealth Stock ......... 826,068 9 4 P 
Loans on mortgage ......... ..... 90,328 14 7 
Government Savings Bank ... 93,881 8 3 
N.S.W. Government Stock, &¢.145,956 6 6 
£2,874,744 16 5 


£2,874,744 16 5 


7 Terry rr 


OFFICE ADMINISTRATION.—Profit and Loss Account for Year ended 80th June, 1923. 


Aen of 

Mo Salaries cecsecsnceossasciacre oceeaceceo ee aneaenese 18,997 3 10 
ey vent.and dio htig ys.5- ssapretir eek serine ehncete tae 1,909 10 10 

Sy AND UEVILJOS cd hor lae cissc phere Bo dorabbece Ment cxlssaset dome mec ds CLS ae eae 

PUAGVELbSING 5a. s sessscds eset ide tasesss neesiab ees 487 1% 6 

SERrinting, StaAllONELy, MoCun.mta, curses. ocamere ens lO pee eas 

53 Audit teen a 22. MOM iaa st soap adetaune seu msercotn 100. 0 0 

5» Miscellaneons expenses aavscrstels. tases seweelo oe 580 5 8 

Balances bene) ploOiUl tole yea tie. coaster. Heels) I) ae 

£31,761. 6 3 


R. C. Youne, 
Accountant. 


DL We GARRET 


Public Trustee, 


{4d.} 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 


Pan ash, Aue 

By Commission and fees and surplus interest .. Sl fol 63 
£31,761 6 3. 

Porbalance, brought CLOwiah-1.,s.cacecearecunsneeaaees 7,903 7 6 
Ada Accumulated profits brought forward ... 3,840 18 6 
£11,744 6 O 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 
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Dia imhoneat Nik AS DEPARTMENT. 


RETURN OF TRANSACTIONS 


Under Statutes Administered by the 
REGISTRAR-GENERAL 
BO henley te $927, 


With Comparative Statements for the Years 1912 to 1922 inclusive. 


Printed under No. 5 Report Jrom Printing Committee, 4 October, 19238. 


——$______- 


SYDNEY: ALFRED JAMES KENT, GOVERNMENT PRINTER. 


1923. 
23777 1165— [10d.} 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’?S DEPARTMENT, 
I.--DEEDS BRANCH. 


No. 1.—Derps and other documents registered under Act No. 22 of 1897, during the year 1922. 


. ~ oc fixe) - 
Leases Assign- . es e > ® a 3 
: g - | & 3 
Conveyances, (exceeding |ments of Mortgages. eee oe = ‘ | a 3 | > Pea 
three years).| Leases. Pell 3 ge |Z .| 4 d 2 ag| os 
oy * as x wm Chet ge ° B | H#onog o ce 
on ey eS Tal | ss eA 
6 9 ak SSS > SCe\eesSi as 
[=| no z Ss =o z m no | Yo T t 1 
a) Sc 2 nm 3 DO} . o a |< SG) sx <H otal, 
a Pe eo » Ay coin Cy a ts) =| e ous, 
E a sc a om | ao se\6s- 6 
7 a : oh : Do 2) @ a To, | o s 22a/Sn8| B 
5 2 im ia a 3 a ER\ vl a | Clesles| 8 | 83) 283! 64 
iS) ) (=| | FED eS: ce 
2 = a rs) 2 s 2 5 ah ei RAE SS) Get ces oO meelogkh| Ss 
= D = = I ‘D o tea | plea | Oo }es| Se oe Os cs | 
€ S EI qa i} q -™Ol|5|/# |] Oo | Sr 42 Be | eo nm 
5 é 5 5 B 5 | 5 g BB) oo see | om” SRS 3 
4 2) A A A 2) A q Aln}|Ala 4 A A |e = 
{ { Fi 
| | 
Be | | so he Sy 
¥ , 
8,962) 10,710,045 474 277 | 11,149 10,300, 159 11,688 | 159 6 | 27| 13) 201] 179|8,289| 133] 962 | 74 |42,593 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


No. 2. — PREFERABLE Liens on Wool and Mortgages of Live Stock, registered under Act No. 7, of 1898, 
during the year 1922. 


Preferable Liens on Wool. Mortgages of Live Stock. 
Ts Nl F 25 = “ SS SSS a = = = a 
No. of Liens. No. of Sheep. | Amount of Liens. Mee No. of Sheep. | Prat ie ned | No, of Horses. Amount Lent, 
( [ CF tS 
| 
£ a £ 
1,177 2,821,978 864,309 4,387 2,574,488 152,608 21,731 1,558,387 


In addition to the above there were 23 discharges of wool liens registered, representing £9,710, and 11 assignments of wool liens, representing 
£4,982. 


N.B.—When any sum hasbeen secured, both by alien on the wool and by a mortgage of the sheep, the amount is included under both heads, 


thus in 1922 the gross amount lent on liens was £864,309 ; from this has to be deducted the sum of £350,077 secured both by liens on the wool and 
mortgages on the ‘sheep, and included in the figures in ‘the last column, so that the net amount on liens was £614,232. 


No. 3.—Discnaraes of Mortgages of Live Stock, A a under Act No. 7, of 1898, during the 


year 1922. 
- | Transfers of ae Amount of 
Number. | Mortgages. Miscellaneous. Discharges of Mortgage. 
| 
. £ 
1,053 67 4 950,462 


No. 4.—Lizns on Growing Crops, registered under Act No. 7, of 1898, during the year 1922. 


! 
Number. Amount Lent. | ; Discharges, Amount. Transfers. 
3,057 512,816 6 520 2 


No. 5.—MIsScELLANEOUS. 


Searches. Certified Copies issued. A tbe pare 
te Pes Deposited 
Real Esta ee Seal eposited, Wills. 
Live Stock, Wool, a 
ar S > yrs Deeds and Grants. Transactions. 
Official. revenst Oroparvand Walls. 
2 19,814 9,520 384 233 18 1,4 0 


Nore,—Total fees received, Deeds, &c, (Returns 1 to 5)... ww. £28,593 17s. 11d 
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No. 6.—Transactions under Companies Act, 1899, in relation to Limited Companies, for year 1922. 


New Companies Registered. | : b | 
e sealant Increases | Increases | Esti, 3 | 
a. =. : of of | Winding-up SS A a | 
Limite by Shares, | Tee by. Capital. Members, Resolutions en ee 8 a | Fees, 
= - ‘ ee ay laneous = oy S| 
Rontiae Metinal | Orders. Documents. 3 3 a | 
ominal | 
No. Capital | No. | Members. | No. | RANE | No. | Members. | 3 3 3 | 
| | | 5 { { 1 
‘ £ | | £ | | £ oa. d. 
426 | 10,886,901 | 19 11,018 81 | 4,868, 357 1 100 84 | 6,893 444 | 306 |5,155; 11,095 9 O 
: 


No. 7.—Transactions under Companies Act, 1899, in relation to N o-Liability Companies, for year 1922. 


a SA 


“ 
o 
New Companies Registered. Increases of Capital. Rules and | F = 
Windings-up Miscel- 2 o ‘ 
Filed. laneous oo ee Fees. 
Documents, e & 
7 ~ 
No. | Nominal Capital. No. Nominal Amount. & 8 
£ £ £ Ss, d. 
21 | 442,500 ] 1,000 3 168 28 4 ] M3) 13 6 
oa I ll a a A a RL a a LS ara, as 


No. 8.—TraNsactions under Companies (Registration of Securities) Act, 1918, for year 1922. 


- : This Act came into operation on 12th December, 1918. 
Documents 
Lists of relating to , h 
Mortgages or Existing | Receivers and Orderniot eens 
Charges Mortyages Managers, Wout Certified Searches. Fees. 
Registered. or Charges and = , Co 5 
Filed. Entries of ed BM 
Satisfactions. 
ye sie a 
so2e te omaee! 46 ¥ 270 393 520 3 O 


No. 9.—Transactions under Companies (Amendment) Acts, 1906-7, in relation to Foreign Companies 
for year 1922, 


Returns 
Companies Nominal Bla and Miscel- Certified Qeer rn g 7 
Registered. Capital. Cereifeates. laneous Copies. es Fees 
Documents 
£ were nes Cl. 
58 29,143,312 50 1,610 annene 44 3,119 15° 0 


No. 10.—Transactions under Registration of Firms Act, 1902, for year 1922. 

| Declarations and | Certified Copies : mee : 
a cia Powers of Attor- | and Certifi- eee mr se by Fees, 
Hoos | ney. cates Issued. : ess 
| 
| Pes d: 
5,289* 13 45 6,471. 9 3,663 18 6 

| 
| | 


*Figures include changes of location not comprised in previous returns. 


No. 11.—Transactions under Moneyleuders and Infants’ Loan Act, 1905, for year 1922. 


| | 
Registrations _ Changes | Duplicate kg Inquiry by Statutory 
and Renewals. | of Address. | Certificates, Searches, Letter. Declarations, Fees. 
fa 8G; 
79 10 5 3 ae 4 [6o, Len © 
} 
£18,678 Os, Od. 


Totai Fees received, Companies, Firms, Moneylenders (Returns 6 to 11), 
Grand Total Fees—Descs Branch (Returns | to 11) Yi 


£47,271 17s. 11d. 
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IL—LAND TITLES BRANCH. 


No. 1.-—AppLications to bring lands under the Real Property Act, lodged during the year 1922 


No. of 


| Applications. 
No. of 
Properties. 


757 | 794 | 2,425 


Area, | Fees. ; 
eS 2 oA as te tae eee Total declared | Tas l | 
Town : | Value. £, | Certificates, | 
and Suburban. Country. | al. | | Assurance. | Advertising. ee ail Total. 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | ; 
a: ¥. Bs 2.09 te aDee Tr. p.| £ a." a) 2 ao d.| £8. dl eee eee 
1 363) 62,861 1 383 65, 236 3 Pere ALO 17 9 4,849 4 1 {1,129 0 012,028 12 0/8,006 16 1 
| | | | 


No. 2.—Crown Grants registered under the Real Property Act, 1900, during the year 1922 


No. of Grants. 


7,210 


Area, | | 
2 Total consideration 
| expressed in Assurance, 
a eed Country. Total. | rate | 
Si] ales ‘i J ‘s | a = { 
| 
Beets Dp. a. PAD: a. rap. | Ft 08 Os | ES Seely 
2,126 2 12 1,010,247 2 114 1,012,374 0 13 | 960,425 10 10 {E2005 Aimee 
| | | 


No. 3.—Totat Area and Value* of Land comprised in Crown Grants, and applications under the 


Real Property Act on 31st December, 1922 


Area, Value.* 
a. r. <p; £ 8; Os 
Total on 3ist December, 1920 .. sg hoes dastectreieaetieenssseect cua Seer mevasen tines 41,402,405 3 20% 87,296,0(6 18 3 
Crown Grants registered during 1921 poe cudceavantecedectioneseroacetentecmsesscemmametaane 1,012,374 O 13 960,425 10 10 
Land comprised in applications received during 1921........ RR fee ad es tS 65,286 3 354 2,322,419 17 9 
Grand "Total .cotestecsondhecadste coneaemt ee tian reer 42,480,066 3 29 90,578,852 6 10 


* * Value "=In the case of Crown Grants, the total consideration expressed in the Grants; in the case of applications the valueas at the 


date of the applications respectively. 


No. 4.—Insrruments under the Real Property Act, for the year 1922. 


Transfers 7.5 cine een ee eee re ae Le eT eee ay 46,790 
Consideration of Transfers ..... Aeepccicoaces ere ccontnionn £31,621,690 
Mortgages Wii ccecteincechussunsewav aban cancer muenjesanestn, ann eemee ca minee dasetiese 30,424 
Consideration of Mortgages 1) (g.200. Wes cehe-sseeteeenes £23,630, 662 
Discharges *ce.cmsceenccem tome eras He SAC HONCD OCOD AP Ana iandiurcn caaepoecaante 19,720 
Consideration of Discharges.j.css-.necsesuniecsnaccnslr's £14,283, 602 
Transfers Of Mortgage .oivceriscssse casaces. Hee Per attos bons tarisls ites toa Mncp ctor 1,294 
Foreclosures.of Mortgage sc... cocct.p seta eaten tection tenes ponoek oan ae cuey races’ 10 
Encumbrances .............-...0+6 oO RS AR hee ea ENG A obo 127 
Extensions and Variations of Mortgages ............ c.sescssrescesconseneesces 1,845 
Registered Proprietors (Official Assignee) ......c6sccccisseeeaeen ees Brice 31 
A TADSIMISSIONS b. geee ees eee taT eee en weet swiis ts canaauninudessnucteeectiorensaenes 2,924 
Powers ot pA tLOrmey Mrewe ve ccap iene core ans sueriacdtiscgaas cabin taetenswecouiine een 473 
Leases fi s.acemnenee AiO GaBEE OR SOA HE TRIN CREAT IRS Soe re PPE ME eevee tase 2,381 
Cransters ofslicase meee net c ese iii diwirs tse cache sueebatehocaemescae meee eee 1,272 
DUTFENCETS OL MCAS Meme net ancy co oe ccaededh seuicwecaesadiatcenedetseets aeons 342 
FRG 2EN GVICSTOLMLCAS Cum emer a gir asci-ciae se vale tstuiaos Wan ouiceaacee sien eee ee eee 47 
Caveath acre erat ar caericer now nceus Lidice vicaelgad a chose ee PORE ee he RRC ae 4,742 
WWibheltaiw als sone OAV Utec caiae sisi ce oscnnes eeealicoeaeink Sec aceon eee 4,170 
WiritsiOreWiAEraAnts, Ol dain. cmon: seceaioenveocdasee eeinnes tan eee aaa 140 
watisfactions.of Writior Warrant ....<0.,c.csss1-8 csanesceentesere A MarececnreRe 48 
INGHICESOM Dean. cranes eerste senate ace Fer MOANA SAL backere eodone: Se 1,059 
WoticestofaMarriage isc. ;aoascrcct pee atte BAN ean Agierohodrc 223 
Notices of Resumption...£, (hdc. 165 sc pea eal wee aes poe ee 96 
Vesting Orders seiscetin ccteyes tet RT ee aaa 
Miscellancons Endorsements |... .:s.a.ccccssee senses sueveoatiteeasseyec snalst-Reaas 2,308 
Dota L FR ies Sains anesthe hyo eee esate Bs dae eek Sea eek eae A Re wees 120,470 
New Certificates issued........cccecses cee ides leg netew de cB cape oe oe ree 27,501 
Extra Endorsements (after the first)...........-.cecenes Mee hadeattaneoncareser 63,687 


Nors,-—Searches, 1,277 General at 5s,, and 41,472 at 2s. 6d. 43 Certified Copies issued with 1,481 Extra Folios, 706 Plans Deposited. 


Total Revenue of Land Titles Office, £131,001 53, 9d. 


en 


IIJ.—BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES BRANCH. 


No. 1 —Keturn of Births, Deaths, and Marriages registered under Act No. 17 of 1899 during the 


year 1922 


excluding the Federal Capital Area). 
8 P 


DEE a a 


| Births. Deaths, | 
l r mie: (alae i. aio | Marriages, 

Males. | Females. | Total. | Males Females. Total. 

Totals for Year— l i 
City of Sydney. lr 2108 1,095 2,203 814 558 1,372 3,051 
Suburbs ..... ..... Sane Cp Boal 10,538 10,082 | 20,620 4,031 3,471 7,502 || 6,711 
Country Districts............0006 16,586 15,805 32,391 6,172 4,132 | 10,304 7,821 
Grand Totals......... an cat tenner. 98,232 | 26,982 | 55,214 11,017 | 8,161 19,178 || 17,583 

| 


NoTr.—Since the Ist January, 1909, the Municipality of Camperdown has been included in the City of Sydney. 
1911 Ku-ring-gai Shire has been included in the Metropolitan Area. 


Since the Ist January, 


It includes all stations on the North Shore Line from Roseville to Wahrocnga. 


Registrations of Births, Deaths, and Marriages within the Federal Capital Area (Yass-Canberra) 


during the year 1922 


Males, 
EXPER Bar cece teats sevens te sae 14 
Deaths........ FAS Taccnss vuchwatece soso. 5 
WA RREIQU ES Gccareiiseverer i tenets jovnesengniey ase 


Females, 


Total. 


No. 2.—Ssarcaes and Certified Copies issued and Marriages celebrated in the Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages Branch during the year 1922. 


Deeds Branch -.. 


Deeds 


Friendly Societies 
Act No. 17 of 1899. 
. orsee Act, 1899, Marviages 
a by Registrar- | Total Fees. 
| Certified Copies Certified Copies General, 
Searches made. saaiads ieauieds 
ae) eB) eee 
3,717 19,213 37 144 4,711 3 4 
IV. 


STATEMENT showing Total Collections of Fees during the year 1922 


| ae Fund 


Branch—Crown 


Agents’ Receipts. 
Land Titles Branch ............ 


Births, 
Branch, 


Deaths, 


‘© O.H.M.S.” Registrations ... 


Totals 


BORO Hee ere ereses 


seectovacece 


Lands 


peores 


eeeesorre 


and Marriages 


Revenue. | Sale of Forms, 
| 


Stamp-duty on | 
Crown Grants. 


i 
Assurance, | — 


R.P. Act). 


| 
iad Total, 
| 


| Advertising. 
Sees Bac, oe eh A : , 
eS) BSCE) Whe AEB eG oe sid ee soe d.jee fer Be) G: ce 
40427 Ih Lem GUL TOA Ge soe” tee .eataecs fe Ma eee .. | 41,478 10 8 
5,844 0 Of iicccrees vai Ma eect ae a 5,844 0 0 
131,001 5 9/246 5 2) 17 O 0/18,079 1 10)1,427 5 0, 150,770 17 
4,711 3 4 Pep pee Gcted Pe ees coe 4711 3 4 
3,116 3 10 Oe ale eit hele UL res Pe m ; 3116 3 
186.100 10 10 | 296 17 11 | 17 0 O {18,079 1 101,427 5 0) 205,920 15 7 
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APPLICATIONS TO BRING LAND UNDER THE REAL Property Act. 


| 


a = Area, Fees. 
3.8 ss —- Total declared =—— 
Year. of S ¢ Value as at Date of | 
| “e me and Le | Country. Total. | “gs nies Assurance. | Advertising. | Certificates. Total. 
. aoe (ite peta lie 18h a. Tiles £ Sd. oe ‘sa ae Presid: £  s: dseeeceee we ds 
1912 | 761 | 935 9,260 O 31 |55,280 1 154) 60,540 2 64 Laileoe ls) @ \d,00l 99 4) 13210) 6 835 0 O! 5,500 19 4 
1913 | 719 | 813 |3,114 0 124 |61,183 0 172] 64,297 0 304 |1,338,091 15 8|2,782 6 111,076 10 0 783 0 0 4,641 16 1 
1914 | 664 | 776 (2,761 © O04 |43,629 2 144] 46,390 2 142 (1,199,817 6 3)|2,458 13 6 991 10 0 714 0 O| 4,164 3 6 
1915 | 5650 | 645 1,372 1 0 (34,816 © 124) 36,188 1 124 | 948,820 8 7/1,982 15 9| 805 0 0 594 0 0 3,881 15 9 
1916 | 425 493 719 3 S2 122.632 1 32) 235352 - 0 125 674,677 16 7/|1,3938 6 5| 626 10 QO| 468 0 0 2,487 16 5 
1917 | 446 | 484 12,490 2 314 |19,387 0 322] 21,877 3 244 | 855,072 2 311,782 2 2) 684 0 O| - 493 0 0} 2,959 2 2 
IMIS | 552) O77 12,137 1 22% \24,491 0 6°) 86,628 1 28%-|1/279,.322 12 9|/2671 15 6) 822 0 0 603 0 O| 3,996 15 6 
1919 | 634 | 674 |1,913 218 130,444 0 25 | 32,357 38 3 /[1,878,791 14 8)|2,846 15 9 945 0 0 686 0 0) 4,477 15 9 
1920 | 816 | 868 |2,743 2 343 27,316 1 14/ 30,059 3 363 {1,800,903 19 11|3,752 17 9] 1,221 0 0 906 0 O| 5,789 17 9 
1821 | 715 | 748 14,884 3 17 (39,728 0 17}| 44,612 3 344 {1,838,970 15 8|3,807 18 11/1,0C8 0 0 951 O O| 5,826 18 11 
1922 | 757 | 794 eis 1 364 (62,861 1 38%, 65,286 3 352 |2,322,419 17 9/4,849 4 1)/1,129 0 0 *2,028 12 (| 8,006 16 1 
| | | 
* Figures include Lodgment and Plan Fees not comprised in previous returns. 
Crown Grants REGISTERED UNDER THE Reat Property Act. 
{ | 
| Area, 
Total Consideration 
Year. No. of Grants. ae | ie in Assurance. 
and SEN Country. | Total. ieee 
flat Coseee a. Fr “py a. i Guo £ Bes ce se 
1912 7,813 4,616 2 1633 | 744,459 2 35 749,076 1 1133 F25,01l 2) 2 ols 2 6 
1913 5,877 2,843 0 204 | 455,807 2 314 | 458,650 3 11,5 438,242 14 5 915 § 1 
1914 | 4,708 1,834 223127 492,782 1214) 424,617 0 482| 397,854 14 9 830 12 0 
1915 3,957 lest I 5 $52,886 211 | 354,267 3 16 317,208 8 6 662 1 2 
1916 4,144 TSO LT 20. 222160 3 3h. 4} 423,303 I 122 393,749 0 8 821 7 4 
1917 3,940 506 2 24 | 400,270 3 364 400,977 1 384 371,548 11 O 775 0 8 
1918 3,596 1,513 3 302 387,157 3 64 | 388,671 2 374 371,329 12 4 TI£413 8 
1919 4,667 1,407 2 394 567,342 1 354 | 568,750 0 342 563,670 10 O LA74 13nd 
1920 1,000 2,240 1 9 1,020,360 2 294 | 1,022,600 3 383 981,995 15 6 2,038 8 9 
1921 5,089 LOll 3 372 622,177 1 i15$ | 624,089 1 134 640,499 6 4 1,333 14° 3° 
1922 7,210 el eee ee 1,010,247 2 114 1,012,374 0 138 960,425 10 10 2,005 17 9 
TotaL AREA of Land comprised in Crown Grants and Applications under the Real Property Act. 
Year. Area, Value. * Year. Area, Value.* 
a. rE. ps £ Be od. a. Pap wl £ 8. d. 
191i 36,410,711 3 17232 | 71,055,438 12 5 1918 39,079,934 2 202 79,591,174 16 2 
BOB ion tees Se.0an60. 3 isle | 72,981,778 2 6 P1919... 39,681,042 2 18} 82,033,637 0 10 
OLA at saecs ....| 37,404,667 1 38,54 74,429,445 3 6 1920, 40,733,703 2 138 84,816,536 16 3 
BED: . cwtts os PD uieisinico lear 2 2a 75,695,474 O 7 L921. | 41,402,405 3 202 87,296,006 18 3 
1916 : 38,241,779 0 124 76,763,900 17°10 192z. | 42,480,066 3 29 90.578,852 6 10 
1917 38,664,634 1 35 77,990,522 11 1 | 


* «« Value”’=In the case of Crown Grants, the total consideration expressed in the Grants ; in the case of applications, the value as at the date 
of the applications respectively. 


PREFERABLE LIENS oN Woot anp Morreaaces on Live Srock. 


Preferable Liens on Wool. 


Mortgages on Live Stock. 


Year. 


No. of Liens. 


1,416 
1,387 
1,134 
&95 
974 
809 
1,023 
1,324 
1,198 
742 
£177 


No. of Sheep. Amount of Liens. i ceapen: No. of Sheep. | Ro. ot Horned No. of Horses. 

Ba z . 
2,856,691 575,413 3,166 2,882,917 117,874 24,382 
2,850,894 801,551 2,749 2,315,922 81,016 19,282 
2,433,986 | 620,600 3,205 3,711,843 78,682 26,617 
3,052,642 | 498,449 3,074 2,389,029 529,085 26,364 
1,378,608 | 327,871 2,689 1,211,986 72,858 100,986 
1,808,034. 700,607 2,419 J,857,941 76,399 17,493 
2,068,995 | 840,868 3,017 2,237,001 122,189 | 20,020 
2,163,749 8 3,058 2,840 1,924,876 | 253,457 | 15,917 
2,028,082 814,294 2,855 2,156,667 145,960 16,142 
1,539,447 719,543 2,268 1,749,232 116,136 12,280 
2,521,978 864,309 4,307 | 2,574,468 152,608 21,731 . 


Amount Lent. 


1,742,708 
1,633,843 
1,599,778 
1,558,387 


| . SS 


a ES 


39 
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Liens oN Growina Crops, anp Discnoaraes or Morraaces on Live Stock. 


* 


Liens on Growing Crops. 


Discharges of Mortgages, &c., on Live Stock. 


Wear. ee ae = == : = 
Number. Amount Lent. Discharges, Amount. Transfers, Number. Sale ah ag er Aa ae 
£ £ £ 

1912 953 158,182 3 86 Nil 1,064 6 Nil. 623,539 
1913 1,438 233,665 5 10,584 Nil. 910 3 Nil. | 641,037 
1914 1,279 204,020 4 750 Nil. 961 3 Nae on 228,410 
1915 4,464 609,067 Nil. Nil. Nil, 780 if Nil. 452,216 
1916 2,492 451,750 8 2,585 Nil. 847 Nil. Nil. 454,466 
1917 1,641 360,018 7 1,971 Nil. 635 4 Nil. 619,060 
1918 1,496 349,198 1 150 1 §23 3 2 1,295,347 
1919 3,488 281,073 53 8,081 Nil. 7A3 5 6 666,389 
4920 4,620 819,219 4 795 Nil. 1,012 10 2 764,318 
1921 2,894 468,725 5 2,500 Nil. 934 Py 1 966,675 
1922 3,057 512,816 6 520 2 1,053 67 4 950,462 


MisceLtaneous (Deeds Branch). 


Searches. Certified Copies issued. 
Year, Te ee ae iz, s isa ae a x Wills 
Real Estate, Gene hee Grant Folios. Deeds, Extra Folios. Deposited. 
| 
GT D Wey vetideniiesincesaelidooness 6,708 10,159 452 858 5,835 21 
LOTS eee sees ainseeaseem sv ces 5,585 9,749 374 379 5,385 28 
1914 mieatnwacnstecresece 5,392 10,272 458 421 6,111 29 
TOLD Ricco narcosis SOOGORE 5,110 9,156 352 243 3,810 27 
1916 “pe Sesivisieisistsiee isis 4,854 8,150 304 266 3,859 14 
LOL? arene Baicdporinddkore aoc 4,386 Gt AG 341 267 3,977 17 
AOLS Rosen siete clase icciateatens Re 5,042 9,309 262 241 3,284 12 
OLD Rivas cous saecct sees tiy 50ar 5,258 | 10,129 333 243 3,752 19 
OZ Fidersusmeasece ne : 11,8380 10,225 482 306 7,045 18 
Spee = 
NOD Liteiihecatites sen etons S008" 14,113 8,278 345 9,488 13 
192 ink deabinemmasbacaneneaar ion 19,814 9,520 384 10,922 18 
CompanrEs—Limited Companies. 
P ‘ : | Increases of | | a 
_Ner Orpen Regine: | oem of Cott | Tafenberx | reaing |e | 
Year. | Limited by Shares. | Elan y ; | ations Fe eerat $ = | x Fees. 
Ger eat Cee eo Oe ee ee | No. Members. | ne Docu- P= b= 3 
| No | Nominal No. \ Members| "3a | - ments, | = 5 a 
| | Capital. | ° 1é) 'e) D 
£ a: £ | | tne £ See 
1912 | 427 | 13,896,231 5) 1,965 78 | 4,065,446 Nil. Nil. 118 3,261 455 172 | 2,667| 5,898 7 0 
1913 | 434 | 12,336,737 | 10 | 1,592 63 | 5,587,500 ; 1 1,000 164 3,522 (473 |214 | 3,092| 5,789 14 0 
1914 | 354 | 7,382,472 | 7 1,620 40 | 2,453,450 4 2,350 135 4,42] (383 \233 | 2,908 | 4,624 12 0 
1915 | 279 7,074,617 | 7 2,800 36 | 521,000 | Nil. ING, 131 4,506 (308 154 | 2,809; 4,152 11 4 
1916 | 153 | 4,187,075 | 3 | 656 19 757,500 | 1 100 130 4,073 (165 (235 | 2,434) 3,067 14 4 
1917 | 154 5,918,267 | 5 1,650 19 | 494,500 , 1 230 97 3,586_ 180 218 | 2,093 | 2,984 18 4 
1918 | 217 | 6,428,907 | 4 100 60 | 1,950,190 | Nil. Nil. 92 4,652 |240 224 | 2,361] 4,013 3 0 
1919 | 261 | 9,137,360 | 6 1,750 1Soeo;, 072,100 1 al 200 99 4,520 (283 223 |2,718| 4,616 2&2 O 
1920 | 788 | 61,654,857 | 13 7,600 | 291 | 11,848,073 1 100 265 7,888 (830 331 | 4,863) 16,417 8 § 
192] | 455 | 20,255,150 7 2,950 93 | 5,454,507 | 1 1,450 150 6,406 (474 391 | 4,610 | 12,123 7 10 
1922 | 426 | 10,886,901 | 19 | 11,018 8] 4,868,357 | 1 100 | 34 6,893 |444 306 | 5,155| 11,095 9 0 
No-Liability Mining Companies, 
| | | 
New Companies Registered. | Capital of ye | Rules and : 
Year 4 | 3 Pie . ts aa Certificates. opie. d Searches. Fees. 
| : 7 rr % 3 7 "| Documents. | 
: No Nominal Capital. No. | Nominal Amount. | 
| | | | 
| “9 £ £ is: ad: 
19124 21 250,575 7 48, 600 11 | W628 29 il 88 68 4 O 
1913 | 26 568,910 5 92,000 14 149 | 2) 8 133 84-2 0 
1914 | 15 190,650 1 1,500 9 Pay | 16 ip 47 58 19 0 
1915 | 15 170,450 1 2,875 1 130} 16 9 3g 57 0 0 
1916 | 7 125,000 Nil. Nil. 8 110 | 8 Nil. 25 39 15 O 
1917 8 77,500 2 15,000 5 103°C ll Nil. 21 39 6 O 
1918 | 15 238,500 2 20,000 | 5 117 | 17 2 6 51 8 0 
1919 | 12 118,255 2 4,000 2 116 13 Nil. 2 45 7 § 
1920 | 26 862,100 ] 18,000 | 5 185 27 3 De 83 14 0 
1921 10 934,625 6 50,950 | 4 129 16 ] 32 80 4 6 
ean so | 442,500 ] 1,000 | 3 TOS oe 28 1 4 Had Bite oe il 
| 


ne NL 
. 


) 


Foreign Companies. 
sss SSS? 


~ i ‘ : | Returns and 
ear, Companies Registered. | Nominal Capital. Certificates. | Miscellaneous | Certified Copies. Searches, Fees. 
Documents. | | | 

: | | 

£ | | Se San de 
1912 70 Prior to 1921, 126 742 | ll 120 256 1 0 
1913 49 registration 119 1,095 a 108 425 18 0O 
19i4 62 fees were not | 135 1,051 13 112 438 10 0 
1915 58 | dependentupon 138 1,075 9 205 453 5 0 
1916 40 the amount of 131 ys | 5 204 407 4 0 
1917 44 capital, which 109 1,076 4 157 409 13 0 
1918 55 . was therefore 120 1,028 5 176 414 17 8 
1919 42 | not recorded. | 116 1,317 5 103 472 13 0 
1920 100 163 1,261 12 79 535 6 8 
1921 72 31,121,396 88 1,693 1 106 3,779 3 6 
1922 5S 29,143,312 50 1,610 jon 44 3,119 15 0 


REGISTRATION OF FiIRMs, 
ll ee ee I oy ie I ee 


Year, Statements. ashes S Certified Copies. Inspections. oe by Fees. 
| | | aed. 
A eet, S8nmacean saenCAROBPAT 1,601 | 12 19 | 3,713 13 093. 9 0 
EN Gch ian, rte Fae 1-730 19 25 4,332 12 | 660 8 6 
MOT trees cays teagsiaSs aces 1,858 | 24 37 | 4,678 15 7k ei 
MOV Ge reset ets Weiieeees, a6) Wi79 29 34 4,468 17 681 19 6 
ROUGE meres ose cnispaass 1,582 | 23 28 | 3,745 16 | 594 4 6 
POs ol 2,552 58 31 3,608 | 8 | 834 4 0 
OE Seren rashaueen coe casas 2,997 72 47 | 4,305 15 | 987 10 0 
MOR cia ak ceda ce eee 3,920 | 54 39 5, 328 | 22 | i 26552) 0) 
SU, hn Ne | ess 36 40 | 5,083 14 | 1,932 16 0 
(iene ae Oe a | 4,045 | 37 65 5,529 7 ion 52/975. 13) 0 
HO Oireak selec scaetoct seats os *5,289 | 13 45 6,471 9 3,663 18 6 
| | 
* Figures include changes of location not comprised in previous returns. 
Bretus, DeEatus, anp Marrraces. 
Births, | Deaths. 
Year. | Ge ‘ . Marriages, 
Males. Females, Total. | Males. | Females. Total. 
= Lees 2 Sa = : : be A ee | 
DOTS Res canis wie Weighs since viele) sielsicin 26,428 25,365 51,993 11,102 7,784 18,886 | 16,664 
SS er ia eee pes otetenae wer] 26,600 ‘25,534. 52,134 11,509 8,223 19,732 | 16,311 
IRE Cooerncserrnparesann aay Tcl 27 460 | 26,155 53,615 11,027 7,750 18,777 | 17,353 
LOW iictesinesuivecetdsretemn seat 27,108 | 25,780 | 62,885 11,457 8,153 19,610 | 18,129 
MOL G eel ccluesie selects eacaertoeltiae 26,599 25,476 52,075 11,485 8,369 19,854 | .16,321 
NO iGreen sss ncseecearstnech 26,958 25,479 52,467 10,459 7,510 17,969 | 13,261 
IROUUS eee eS Gna dersicaedosaenee 26,009 24,691 50,700 10,925 | 7,915 18,840 ee kor Boks) 
ROTOR ehscien .caceccestonscsisoet 24,886 23,642 | 48528 15,2°9 11,116 26,385 15,818 
ODD ecreas jaseasne oou shanc 27,123 | 26,251 53,974 12,120 8,841 20,961 | 20,182 
CRA geese SpSegeet. soanagsenae | 27,989 26,649 | 54,634 11,496 | 8,538 20,034 18,518 
2 2 SNe tee cee ate sic ebsvne's AU | 28,232 26,982 | 55,214 11,017 8,161 19,178 | 17,5¢3 
| 
Torat Fes (all Branches). 
| | Bdal Brsperty ket 
| | | eal Proper ct, | 
Year. Revenue. | Sale of Forms. | cas Bonen | Assurance, [peo aca tel Total. 
| | | Advertising. | 
| i | 
en Su Ge & 8., 4. Le sed. fa 8s. de eee Some Cle fr Sy dy 
BO er uistoras i lcaelnsidtangisiernn 87,989 136 504 6 11 74 0 0 | 12,305 3 9] 1,343 14 O| 102,216 18 2 
MOUS cm eateciecs sats oeiesaciae elect 86,900 1 6 377 15 11 47 10 0 11,207 3 4 AE tay 0) 99,829 15 9 
IRD een aren cansemendesonconsol 90,959 9 6 254 6 0 96°10) O» | 10,1581 3 13277 19 1-| 102,676 5 10 
MG Dies aaetiecaasen ccscisee eso 80,898 Il 3 PAPA 3 eb) 235 0 | $,986 15 9 OSSea one Ole Oue 29 
NO Geteae ee teent isso tiveeees | 79,035 10 7 DADA Vay 1 15 15 0 8,334 18 1 | 835 15 11 | 838,484 14 8 
POW eee ots teres sess | 76,424 15 0 185 19 3 16 0 O 9,882 10 5 | 858 4 6 87,367 9 2 
OS eeaestaccciokiodescdasccs aes | 85,577 3 0 207 11 11 TSO Ons tO93l Wie aie 1,020) 9G |) 975775) 1 79 
UG Gree, neatcinten ec ooeee a | 103,736 14 4 336 10 1 Teor 2.0 12,280 13 5 198 Sel 11755597 10) 6 
O20 reser ceasccicdesiuess |153,787 19 1 425 13 8 TS1LO Me Oe 75069) 10) Se el olay 907 84 172,812 2°10 
OTe eee ae eeaas veins uns {169,220 6 7 332 5 (0 13 0 0 17,083 4 11 1,385 17 7 | 188,034 14 1 
NQ22 wade coat pladnisenians nes Sooner (186,100 10 10 2 GE eu ilyh XO) 0) 18,079 1 10 1,427 5 0 | 205,920 15 7 
| 


W. G. H.-WILLIAMS, 
Registrar-General. 
Registrar-General s Department, 
Sydney, 30th June, 1923. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


rE 


PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PUBLIC WORKS. 


FORTY-THIRD GENERAL REPORT 


RETURN GIVING A RECORD OF TIT COMMITTER’S 
INQUIRIES 


Presented to Parliament in accordance with the provisions of the Public CHorks Act, 
3 Geo, D No. 45, 


Printed under No.1 Report from Printing Committee, 6 September, 1923. 


SYDNEY: ALFRED JAMES KENT, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, 
7 16661 *100--A [2s Bu. 
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


The Honorable Witt1AmM THomas Dick, Chairman. 
The Honorable Joun TRAVERS. 


The Honorable Rosert Mauoyr. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Francis MicHAaEL Burke, Hsquire, Vice-Chairman, 
WiILiiaAM CAMERON, Esquire. 
Brian James Doe, Esquire, 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esquire. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


FORTY-THIRD GENERAL REPORT. 


To His Excellency The Honorable Sir Watter Epwarp Davipson, Knight 
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint 
George, Governor of the State of New South Wales and its Dependencies, 
in the Commonwealth of Australia. 


May IT PLEASE your EXxcELLENCY,— 

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. appointed 
during the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1912 (3 Geo. V, No. 45), the Parliamentary Committees Election Enabling Act, 1914 
(5 Geo. V, No. 1), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 
Election Act, 1922 (13 Geo. V, No. 4), have the honor to submit, in accordance 
with clause 18 of the Public Works Act, the following General Report of their 
proceedings :— 

The Committee were appointed on the 15th and 16th November, 1922, and 
at their first meeting, held on 23rd November, 1923, the Hon. William Thomas Dick, 
M.L,C., was elected Chairman, and Francis Michael Burke, Esq., M.L.A., Vice-Chairman. 


Works REFERRED TO THE CONSIDERATION OF THE COMMITTEE. 


1. The works referred to the consideration of the Committee number twenty-one, 


and are as follow :— 
ic 


~ 


Railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap. Oe a ros 266,800 
Railway from Wyalong towards Condobolin ... ee aR ... _ 158,400 
Railway from Camurra to Boggabilla ve a ; 358,795 
Railway from Jerilderie towards Deniliquin 125,000 
Railway from Guyra to Inverell Bee see i “i ; 600,262 
Railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla set ie ie . 854,024 


Railway from Tenterfield to Casino 1,779,469 
Railway from Glen Innes to Inverell 543,550 
Railway from Finley to Deniliquin =f Ae es P 180,900 
Railway from Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding Bs: 156,000 
Railway from Rand to a point on Bull Plain between Ringw rood and 
Savernake ° ay ot 4 176,000 
Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo if. 1,558,768 
Tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater ... 22,966 
Tramway from Narrabeen to Mona Vale 50,798 
Tramway from Enfield to Bankstown 59,343 
Tramway from Haberfield to Dobroyd Point 22,537 
Tramway along Lyon’s Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock 26,355 
Tramway between the existing Bondi (via Bellevue any and Watson’s 
Bay systems via Sophia and Hardy Streets.. Mi. vie 48,921 
New Jetty at Byron Bay ... 71,600 
_ Water Supply for the towns of Cootamundra, Murrumburra, “Stockin- aches ee 


bingal, T'emora, Barmedman, Wyalong, Young, and Grenfell __ ... 
Water Supply for the Municipality of Blackheath af Py oe 46,000 
TNQUIRIES 
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Inquiries COMPLETED. 


2, The inquiries in connection with the following proposed works have been 
completed, and reports will be presented to Parliament on the opening of the coming 
session :— 

Railway from Wyalong towards Condobolin. 
Railway from Cammura to Boggabilla. 

Railway from Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding. 
Railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap. 


RAILWAY FROM WYALONG TOWARDS CoNDOBOLIN, 


The zone of influence of the proposed line includes an area of 500,000 acres 
of freehold, consisting of ggod red soil, and 100,000 acres of Crown land, portion of 
which has been designed by the Lands Department for closer settlement. The 
freehold is in the hands of 133 holders, and it is anticipated that, when the 
proposed line is constructed, subdivision and closer settlement will follow, thus 
increasing the area under crop, and contributing largely to railway earnings. In 
addition, revenue should be obtained from the carriage of marketable timber, 
inasmuch as the Crown lands include several thousand acres of State forests of 
excellent pine of commercial value, at present inconveniently situated for removal — 
to a railway. | 

Although the zone of influence has been limited to 12 miles, there is no 
doubt that, in view of the configuration of the country, it will extend some miles 
beyond this distance. In estimating the traffic revenue, the development in 
agriculture as the result of the construction of the Temora-Barmedman and the 
Temora-Barellan lines has been considered. The former in 1906 showed a profit of 
£1,000, after which the results were so satisfactory as to cause the returns to be 
discontinued, and the railway to be eliminated from the list of non-paying lines. 
In the case of the Temora-Barellan extension, the years 1918, 1919, and 1920 show | 
a profit of £1,726, £4,578, and £3,200 respectively. From the two lines mentioned, 
between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 bags of wheat were carried during the 192] season, 
the principal trucking stations being :— 


Barmedman ... a wo 6845458 
Wyalong He i 1 644,975 
Ariah Park ar oe “a 589,442 
Ardlethan Re ss Sos) 46,014 
Barellan ae 494,713 


The proposed line passes through country almost similar to that served by 
the railways mentioned; and there appears to be every justification for the opinion 
that the expectation of the Railway Department in regard to the estimated revenue, 
which is more than double the estimated working expenses, will be realised, and 
eventually exceeded. The Committee have arrived at the conclusion that it is 
expedient the proposed line be constructed. 


RAILWAY FROM CAMURRA TO BOGGABILLA. 


The prospects of the line from a traffic point of view are favourable. The 
district to be served offers excellent opportunities for closer settlement. In making 
up the estimated annual revenue of £28,000 an area of 10 miles of country on either 
side of the proposed line has been considered, and the estimate is based upon the 
results obtained from the line between Moree and Mungindi. The latter secures a 
certain amount of stock traffic from Queensland, and the country through which it 
passes 18 almost wholly pastoral. In the case of the line under review, however, a 
great deal is hoped for from closer settlement, as well as from the movements of stock 
across the border, and the revenue should show eventually to greater advantage. 
In forming his estimate the Chief Traffic Manager has allowed for what may be 
anticipated in regard to wheat traffic, and he considers that if the district becomes 
closely settled the estimate will be considerably exceeded. With this expression of 
opm, the Committee, as a result of their inspection of the district to be served, are 
in accord. 

Portions of the country to be served suffer from the disability of being under 
the influence of prickly-pear, practically 15 per cent. of the northern half being 
heavily infested and the remainder to a lesser degree. Whilst the presence of 
scattered prickly-pear is not likely to militate against wheat-growing and grazing, 
and with closer settlement may be got rid of altogether, it is clear that something of 
a radical nature should be done to eradicate the pest. According 
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According to the evidence placed before the Committee during their inquiry 
the whole of the infested land within 13 miles of Moree could have been cleared 
twenty-five years ago for £150. It could not be cleared now for £150,000, and the 
pear is still growing. The district is regarded as one which suffers more than others 
from the spread of pear, on account of the extent of river frontages, the rivers 
bringing down enormous bodies of the weed and spreading it over the country. On 
one estate the pear brought down by floods in 1921 cost over £1,000 to clear. Under 
present conditions there are no means of assisting settlers in their work of pear 
eradication. Money may be spent in clearing pear off Crown lands, but as soon as 
the land is taken up the expenditure ceases. Throughout New South Wales there 
are approximately 6,000,000 acres of pear-infested country, and it is increasing at 
the rate of 250,000 acres per annum. In other words, 250,000 acres of land are 
being put out of action every year. 

The means adopted for getting rid of the pear pest are rolling, ploughing, 
and cultivating for four or five years, or poisoning. The latter work is estimated to 
cost about £2 10s. per acre. Both methods may be operated on the same class of 
country, and the experience of settlers in the district shows that a combination of 
the two is the most effective. 

The Committee recommend the construction of the proposed line with an 
easterly deviation, which, whilst lengthening the line by approximately 3 miles, 
will more effectively serve the country to the north and north-east of Pallamallawa. 


RAILWAY FROM URANQUINTY TowARDS Moon’s SIpinc. 


The Committee have arrived at the conclusion that it is expedient the proposed 
line be constructed. : 

The district through which the proposed line passes is somewhat similar, if not 
superior, to other parts of Riverina, through which railways have been constructed 
and are now giving satisfactory results; and whilst it is bemg developed by farmers who 
are bringing modern and scientific methods to bear upon wheat and other production, 
there is still room for considerable expansion, which will undoubtedly be brought 
about by railway communication and the cutting up of large estates of agricultural land 
at present used for grazing. 

The proposed line may be regarded as one calculated to promote settlement, 
and to ultimately prove very satisfactory from a financial point of view. It has to be 
noted that the estimated annual revenue is at least two and a half times greater than 
the working expenses. 


UNGARIE TO Monta Gap. 


The character of the country to be served leads to the conclusion that results 
similar to those obtained from the Barmedman to Rankin’s Springs railway, where 
lands generally have been applied for as soon as made available, will follow the 
construction of the proposed line. 

It has been shown in evidence that within the sphere of influence of the railway 
referred to 245,000 acres have been made available in 132 blocks for homestead farms, 
and two blocks for Crown leases, practically the whole of which has been selected. An 
area of about 134,000 acres designed into seventy-eight farms had still to be made 
- available at the time of the Committee’s inquiry; whilst a further 80,000 acres will be 
made available for settlement upon resumption of 49,000 acres of scrub lease, should 
the lands above-mentioned prove a success. 

Within a 10 miles radius of the proposed line 675,300 acres, consisting principally 
of undulating and uniformly good wheat country at present used to a large extent for 
grazing, will be served. The beneficial efiect of railway construction upon country of 
similar character is shown by the fact that for 13 miles out from Ungarie railway station 
a very large area is now under wheat cultivation; and the cultivation of the balance 
should naturally follow railway construction. 

In the opinion of the Committee it is not expedient the proposed line should be 
constructed to the suggested terminus—Monia Gap, 58 miles. Beyond Naradhan, 
37 miles, the country is hilly, and would not lend itself to cultivation sufficient to 
warrant further extension. In these circumstances the Committee recommend that 


the line be constructed as far as Naradhan at an estimated cost of £208,806. 
Works 
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Works RESPECTING WHICH INQUIRIES ARE IN PROGRESS. 


3. The following works are those respecting which inquiries are in progress :— 


Railway from Jerilderie towards Deniliquin. 

Railway from Guyra to Inverell. 

Railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 

Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 

Railway from Glen Innes to Inverell. 

Railway from Finley to Deniliquin. 

Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 

Railway from Rand to a point on Bull Plain, between Ringwood and 
Savernake. 

Tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater. 

Tramway from Narrabeen to Mona Vale. 

Tramway from Enfield to Bankstown. 

Tramway from Haberfield to Dobroyd Point. : 

Tramway along Lyons-road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 

Tramway between the existing Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay 
systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 

New Jetty at Byron Bay. 


Works Yet To BE [NQUIRED INTO. 


4. The works referred to the consideration of the Committee, the inquiries in 
regard to which have,yet to be commenced, are :— 
Water Supply for the towns of Cootamundra, Murrumburrah, Stockinbingal, 
Temora, Barmedman, Wyalong, Young, and Grenfell. 
Water Supply for the Municipality of Blackheath. 


RECORD OF INQUIRIES. 


5. Appended to this report is a return containing a record of inquiries by the 
several Public Works Committees appointed since 1888, 


W. T. DICK, 
Chairman, 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney, 11 August, 1923. 


PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS, 


RECORD OF INQUIRIES. 


List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the several Committees, with the results of their inquiries, from 
August, 1888, the date of the first sitting of the first Committee appointed under the Act, to 24 July, 1923, 


— 
Date Expenditure | Expenditure Amount Amount 
proposed | recommended in excess in reduction : 
re Proposed Work, by the by the of that of that Remarks, 
RSL EIT uN Government. | Committee. proposed. proposed. 


ree 


1888. £ £ ie £ 
4 Sept. | Improvements toa the 120,000 125,000 5,000 soveseese | Lhe Committee recommended an alteration in 
+6 Circular Quay. the plan of these improvements, by which tha 
2? Oct. total estimated cost would be increased t@ 
£125,000. 
26 Sept. | Storage reservoir at Potts’ 120,000 x 
ioe Hill, and sacond line off  -165'000 285,000 qpoodedee sereeeeee | Recommended as proposed, 
22 Oct. pipes to Crown-street. 
13 Sept. | New Central Police Court 48,000 48,000 seveceene sees eee | Recommended as proposed. 
to 
22 Oct. 
4 Oct. | Drainage works, Manly... 34,114 22,000 Aspnnoribe 12,114 | The Committee recommended the adoption of a 
te modified plan of these drainage works, by 
22 Oct. which the total estimated cost would not 
exceed £22,000. E : 
10 Oct. | Drainage works, North 77,062 107,000 | 29,238 oe pee ie The Committee recommended the adoption of 
te Shores the complete scheme proposed in relation to 
22 Oct. this work, and the estimated cost of which 
as shown by the evidence, was £107,000. 
27 Aug. | Harbour improvements 112,000 112,000 msssoneet seveeesss | Recommended as proposed, 
to at Newcastle. 
22 Oct 
19 Sept. | Wharfage _acccommoda- 42,000 neabietave seerenee 42,000 | The Committee were of opinion that the proposed 
to tion, Woolloomooloo expenditure was not justified either by the 
1889. Bay. requirements in connection with the wharfage 
10 Jan. accommodation of the port, or by the nature of 
the proposal if regarded as a scheme for the 
improvement of a very valuable Government 
1888. property. 
16 Noy. | Bridge at the Spit, Middle 62,000 peeresese deceecses 62,000 | The Committee decided that the proposed expen: 
re Harbour. diture was not justified by the evidence, and 
1889. that a steam-punt would meet the require- 
11 Jan. ments of the district in the vicinity of the 
proposed work for some years to come, 
1888, | Drainage works for the; 830,504 830,304 seevevens seoveceee | Lecommended as proposed, 
Zvec: Western Suburbs, 
to 
1889. 
27 Aug. 
26 June | Improvements to the} 326,000 326,000 soheaeeas sssreees | The Committee recommended that the proposed 
to entrance of the Rich- works be carried out in a certain order, so that 
30 Sept. mond River. theresults from the works firstconstructed might 
beascertained before others were proceeded with. 
9 Oct. | Railway to connect North 262,000 steceeees Spoons 262,000 | The Committee considered, for various reasons 
to Shore Railway with stated in their report on the subject, that the 
1l Dec. Port Jackson, at Mil- work as proposed should not be carried out. 
son’s Point. * : 
29 Aug. | Railway from Culcairn 197,300 164,500 eveceenes 32,800 | The Committee were of opinion that this line 
to to Corowa. (or £4,184 | (or £3,500 should be constructed at a cost not exceeding 
12 Dec. per mile.) | per mile.) £3,500 per mile. 
22 Aug. | Railway from Goulburn 198,300 148,509 epaoncck: 49,800 | The Committee considered that the cost of this 
to to Crookwell, (or £5,984 | (or £4,500 railway should not exceed £4,500 per mile, 
19 Dec. per mile.) | per mile.) and that a saving should also be effected by 
utilizing a certain portion of the present main 
line instead of taking the proposed railway 
1890. through a part of the city of Goulburn. 
22 Jan. | Dredge and plant for 30,000 soaceceee cosreeres 30,000 | The evidence showed that this class of dredge was 
to Sydney Harbour. not required. 
6 Feb, 
1889. : 
25 Sept. | Railway from Nyngan} 207,360 207,360 sonvosees weseeee | Lhe Committee recommended the construction o! 
to to Cobar. this railway as part of a line which should be 
1890. extended to Wilcannia and Broken Hill. 
18 Feb 
14 Jan. | Odices for the Board of 50,000 50,000 esuaesies sereeoeee | Recommended as proposed. 
to: Water Supply and 
11 Feb. Sewerage. 
14 Jan. | Reticulation of the West- 713,592 713,592 seheeness seseeseee | Recommended as proposed, 
to ern Suburbs Drainage 
6 Feb. Scheme. 
14 Jan. | Extension of Sydney 66,009 seaseerte cpoooneK: 66,000 |. This expenditure was regarded as unnecessary by 
to Water Supply to South- reason of a temporary water-supply scheme 
11 Feb. ern Suburbs — Hurst- being sufficient to meet requirements for somg¢ 
1889. ville and Rockdale. : years... 
19 Nov. | Railway from Marrick- 90,250 90,250 sessveces’” | eemeeseee | Recommended az propoysd, 
to ville to the Burwood 
1890. Road. | 
2 April ———_— S$ q—|— — ~——_ ——-—- 
Carricd. forward...... Li 33/51, 282 | 3)229, 506 34,938 556,714 | 
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Remarks. 


In this case the Committee recommended the 
construction of only a portion of the works 
proposed, as they were of opinion that when this 
portion had been constructed it might be found 
that the remainder would not be required. 

The original estimate for this work was £162,000 ; 
the increase was due to a difficulty in obtaining 
stone. 


In this case there was an original estimate of 
£141,663. The reduction was due to anamended 
estimate made by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief 
for Railways after the railway was referred to 
the Committee. 

The Committee recommended that this railway should be 
constructed from Lismore to Murwillumbah, instead of 
from Grafton to Murwillumbah, the Committee’s recom- 
mendation involving a length of about 60} miles as 
compared with 140 miles 76 chains, the length of the line 
as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly. 

The Committee considered that the cost of con- 
structing this railway should not exceed 
£3,300 per mile. 

The Committee negatived this proposal because 
they considered another route, described in their 
report, was preferable. 

The Committee decided against this work, on the ground 
that any extension of the Mudgee Railway should’ form 

part of a more comprehensive proposal, the consideration 
of which should be deferred until after the suggestion 
for the connection of the Northern and Western systems, 
by a line between Dubbo and Werris Creek, had been 
dealt with. 


The Committee considered this bridge to be un- 
necessary. 


The Committee considered that a less expensive 
bridge would be sufficient to meet require- 
ments. 

The Committee considered that this proposed 
expenditure was premature, pending certain 
reclamation works. 

The original proposal represented an expenditure 
of £69,971, which amount was afterwards 
reduced to £26,537, as the r2sult of a revision 
of the system of bridge-building in the Colony, 

Recommended as proposed, 


This proposed work, after being partly con- 
sidered, was withdrawn from the Committee 
by resolution of the Legislative Assembly. 

This proposal was before the Committee on a pre- 
vious occasion (estimated cost, £262,000), when 
it was negatived ; but having been referred to 
the Committee for further consideration, and 
circumstances appearing in the second inquiry 
which justified the construction of the railway, 
the Committee approved of the proposed work. 

In this case, two sets of plans for the buildings 
were submitted to the Committee, one repre- 
senting a design that was estimated to cost 
£140,000, and the other a design to cost 
£56, 000, and the Committee approved of the 
latter. 

Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee recommended the construction of 
this railway as far as Broken Hui only, which 
would reduce the proposed expenditure by 
£150,000. 

Recommended as proposed, 


The Committee considered that it was not ex- 
pedient at present, for reasons stated in their 
report, that this tramway should be eon- 
structed, 


, List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued. 
Date Br pendiine Erpeeeey Amount : ity 
ot Proporea Work, | Propared [recommended] Ia szcem_ | Ta uetuston 
md uty: Government. | Committee. | proposed. proposed. 

£ £ £ £ 
Brought forward ...£/ 3,751,282 | 3,229,506 34,938 556,714 
1889, 
23 Oct Improvements to the en- 580,900 211,900 ma aaeaed 369,000 
to trance of the Clarence 
1890. River. 
2 April 
1889, 
Sal Oct. Break water at Byt sn 241,723 241,723 eovccoves oe eoceee 
to Bay.* 
1890. 
15 April 
1859. 
4 Dec. | Railway from Kiama to; 381,390 381,390 A eavegeees 
to Nowra. 
1890. 
22 April 
1889. 
12 Noy. | Railway from Grafton to] 1,728,100 800,000 aaveacaen 928,100 
to the Tweed.* 
1890. 
15 April. 
15 Jan. } Railway from Cootamun-} 138,000 125,400 com gatas 12,600 
to dra to Temora. (or £3,656 | (or £3,300 
23 April. per mile.) | per mile.) 
23 Jan. | Railway from Moss Vale $4,900 ABeccecae ae eaesass 84,900 
to to Robertson. 
29 April 
23 Jan. | Railway from Mudgee to 109,330 Ap02H000 ant 109,330 
to Gulgong. 
6 May 
12 Feb. | Bridge over Tarban Creek, 26,000 osAnenoon sease coe 26,000 
to Parramatta River. 
15 April 
20 Feb. | Bridge over the Hunter 20,000 Anonotens eos toe oe 20,000 
to River, at Jerry’s Plains, 
15 April. 
25 Feb. | Bridge to connect Bullock 33,000 a SSeS 33,000 
to Island with the main- 
29 April.| land at Newcastle. 
12 Feb. | Iron Bridge at Cowra 26,537 BOOT | Plspenn weer Ba antecs eae 
to 
21 May. 
22 Jan. | Railway from Molong to} 433,000 433,000 sesso: Matoge 
to Parkes and Forbes. 
21 May. 
28 May | Hospital for the Insane 120,000 PARAS: Perey 120,000 
to upon the Kenmore 
8 July. Estate, near Goulburn. * 
28 May | Railway to connect the 231,156 231,156 soqonnoee teeeeenes 
to North Shore Railway 
21 Aug. with the deep waters 
of Port Jackson, at 
Milson’s Point. (Re- 
mitted for further con- 
sideration and report. )* 
10 Dee, | Hospital Buildings, Mac- 140,000 56,000 nea Seses 84,000 
to quarie-street, 
1891. 
12 May. 
11 Feb. | College for the Training 37,500 37,500 eeeaco00 teieovees 
to of Teachers of Public 
19 Mar. Schools, | 
19 Feb. | Extension of the Kiama 75,000 TO;0008) Deeetyes Mipheotes 
to to Nowra Railway into 
21 April.| the town of Nowra. 
24 Feb. | Railway from Cobar to} 1,168,000 | 1,018,000 ee 150,000 
to Cockburn. 
14 May 
1890. 
22 Jan., | Cable Tramway from 80,000 80,00* Rcacates ¢ waseeee 
.to King-st., via William- ) 
1891 street, to Ocean-street. 
2 June 
1890. 
@5 Nov.,| Cable Tramway through 120,000 fe eee 120,000 
to George, Pitt, and Harris 
1891. Streets, Sydney. 
& dune.| 
Carried forward...... £| 9,525,818 6,947,112. 34,938 | 2,613,644 
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List of Proposed Puinic Works inquired into by the Committee, &.—-continued. 
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= Date Expenditure | Expenditure Amount Amount 
proposed |recommended| in excess in reduction 
ti . Proposed Work, by the by the of that of that Remarks, 
rt) | Government. | Committee, | proposed. proposed, 


£ & £ £ 
: Brought forward .. £| 9,525,818 | 6,947,112 34,938 | 2,613,644 
1892. 
_5 May | Improvements at Darling) 142,000 coeceeses coseeeere 142,000 | TheCommittee considered thatthe proposed works 
to Island, might be postponed for the present without 
2 June. inconvenience, and that a more suitable design 
might be submitted. 
7 June | Stormwater sewers dis- 51,352 51,352 sdereeees soseereee, | Recommended as proposed. 
to charging into John- 
12 July. stone’s Bay. 
15 June | Reservoir at Centennial 83,000 83,000 soargeeka evesseeee | Recommended with an alteration of site, 
to Park for Sydney Water 
4 Aug. Supply. 
14 July | Water Supply for Wollon- 66,000 30,000 coccvecee 36,000 | The Committee found that the water supply 
to gong and the surround- proposed for the surrounding districts was not 
24 Aug. ing districts. needed, and that the estimate of cost for sup- 


plying Wollongong might be reduced to £30,000. 
23 July | Second pipe-line from 50,000 50,000 seeveeeee sossesene | Recommended as proposed. 
to Walka to Buttai, for 
16 Aug. Hunter River District 
Water Supply. 


26 July | Sewerage worksatCottage 25,000 13,000 coe et set 12,000 | The amount of £25,000 provided for a covered 
to Creek. sewer; but the Committee found that a cover 
9 Aug. was not necessary at present, and that by 
constructing an open sewer the cost could be 

1891. reduced by £12,000. 
21 April,| Railway from Glen Jnnes 427,400 Be esac e Ppegiart es 427,400 | The evidence in this case showed that the estimated cost of 
to to Inverell.* constructing the railway was excessive, and indicated the 
9 * probability of a serious annual loss in the working of the 
1892. : line. In addition to this, the Committee were not as fully 
7 May. informed as desirable with regard to connecting Inverell 


not only with the Great Northern Railway but with the 
coast, a matter of considerable importance in the inquiry. 


31 May | Railway from Jerilderie} 148,000 Serae cos oor eovees 148,000 | The Committee were of opinion that the consider- 
to to Deniliquin. ation of this proposed work shouldbe postponed 
18 Aug. until it should be determined by Parliamentas a 


matter of public policy to purchase the Denili- 
quin to Moama Railway. 
12 July | Lunatic Asylum at Ken-) 150,000 150,000 Perrier esssosese | Recommended as proposed, 


to more, near Goulburn. 
24 Aug. (Second Reference. )* 
14 June | Railway from Grafton to 662,000 108,000 ceueeasee 554,000 | The Committee decided that, for the present, 
to Lismore. * (or £8,000 | (or £6,000 only the Lismore to Casino section of the pro- 
28 Sept. per mile.) | per mile.) posed railway should be constructed, that the 
cost should not exceed £6,000 per mile, and that 
| the betterment principle be applied to the land 
to be served by the proposed line. 
{0 July | Railway from Eden to} 564,000 sencedese soe ceeses 564,000 | The Committee considered that the present 
to Bega. * (or £15,350 resources of the district did not warrant the 
26 Oct. per mile.) : construction of such an expensive line, but they 
were of opinion that a cheaply constructed rail- 
way might be favorably considered. 
22 June | Sewerage Works for 75,926 eeseeeces ceccoeees 75,926 | The Committee were of opinion that the sewage 
to Parramatta.* farm included in the scheme was too small for 
4 Oct. the purpose, and that the sewage should be 
dealt with by precipitation and filtration or 
other effective modern process at a proposeit 
pumping station at Clay Cliff Creek. 
12 Oct. | Water Supply for Tam- 22,500 22,500 Siedeetas seossneee | Recommended as proposed, with a provision as 
to worth. to the quantity of water obtainable, and the 
21 Dec. resumption of land surrounding the well in 
the drift forming the source of supply. 
i4 Sept. | Water Supply for Lithgow 15,000 15,000 sendgaace seven eee | Recommended as proposed. 
to 
16 Nov. 
15 Sept. | Water Supply for Armi- 43,500 43,500 Sedeeteve seoseeese | Recommended as proposed. 
to dale. 
16 Nov 
17 Nov. | Railway from Glen Innes 421,400 369,862 Ry sc 51,538 | The Committee considered it expedient this rail- 
to toInverell. (Remitted| (or £7,975 | (or £7,000 way should be constructed, provided that the 
1893. for further considera-| per mile). | per mile). cost did not exceed £7,000 per mile, that special 
10 Jan. tion and report.)* local rates were charged until the railway paid 
working expenses and interest on cost of con- 
struction, and that the betterment principle 
was applied to the land served by the railway. 
14 Feb. | Waterworks for the town 45,000 45,000 seodeevens seseseeee | The Committee recommended that these works 
to of Junee, | should be carried out, conditionally upon the 
14 Mar, Railway Commissioners undertaking to enter 
into an agreement for a period of not less than 
ten years to pay a minimum of £1,900 per 
annum for water supplied for railway purposes: 
at Junee and Bethungra. 
14 Nov.,| Railway from Narrabri 153,000 153,000 Salar te sevaseeee | Recommended as proposed. 
*to 4 to Moree. 
1894, 
12 Jan. 
Carried forward...... £| 12,670,896 | 8,081,326 34,938 | 4,624,508 
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6 Mar. 
to 
16 April. 
9 April, 
to 
28 May. 
11 April, 


to 
21 June. 


21 May. 
17 May 
to 


27 June. 


26 Mar. 
to 
16 May. 


26. June, 


2) Jan. 
er 0) 
13 Mar, 


Expenditure 


Proposed Work, 


Brought forward ...£ 
Sewerage Works for! 
Parramatta. (Re-| 


mitted for further con- 
sideration and report. )* 


Deviation to avoid the 
7 j * 
Lithgow Zigzag. 


Railway from Temora to 
Wyalong.* 


Removal of Pyrmont and 
Glebe Island Bridges. * 


Removal uf Pyrmont and 
Glebe Island Bridges. 
(Second reference. )* 


Railway from Jerilderie 
to Berrigan. 


Railway from Parkes to 


Condobolin. 


Railway from Temora to 
W yalong. 
(‘Second reference.” 


Harbour Improvements 
at Newcasile, 


Tramway from Woolwich 


to the Field of Mars 
Common. 


Deviation at Locksley, 
Great Western Railway. 


Water Supply for the 
Town of Tamworth. 


Electric Tramway from 
Circular Quay, Sydney, 
to the Redfern Railway 
Station; and also along 
Harris st. to the inter- 
section of John-street. 

Erection of Buildings at 
Rookwood for intirm 
and Destitute Persons. 


Carried forward...... “f 


proposed 
by the 
Government. 


£ 
| 12,670,596 } 


75,926 | 


1$1,072 


104,430 , 


295,500 


127,000 


92,000 


141,030 


Expenditure 
recommended 
by the 
Comittee. 


£ 
8,081,326 


eooserone 


141,09C0 


19,000 


47,500 


82,824 


118,285 


14,376,976 | 


ee eeoore 


130,500 


62,900 


— ———- - -— 


8,749,845 
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Amount 
in excess 
of that 

proposed, 


£ 
84,938 


ee cescos 


evecetoes 


Poesecese 


eeeeceron 


eoorsesee 


seeoseoos 


forvecies 


List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, & 


Amount 
in reduction 
of that 
proposed, 


104,430 


296,500 


214,000 
{ 
1,293 
92,000 
19,000 


55,385 


——— 


5,664,114 


c.— continued. 


Remarks. 


The Committee decided that it was not expedient 
the proposed works should be carried out, for 
the reasons that the scheme had not been 
adequately considered, and that, according to 
the evidence, Parramatta was neither willing 
nor able to pay the rate necessary to provide 
the interest on the expenditure, and did not 
want the proposed works. 

The Committee were of opinicn that as the pro- 
fessional evidence, as well as much of the 
evidence generally, indicated that the proposed 
deviation was not a matter of urgency it was 
not expedient the work should be carried out. 

The Committee were of opinion that the decisicn 
upon the proposal should be deferred for six 
months. 

The Committee arrived at the eonclusion thet 
when renewal became necessary the existing 
bridges at Darling Harbour and Glebe Island 
should be replaced by timber structures of a 
kind specified in their resolution, which reso!u- 
tion, however, in consequence of the sudden 
dissolution of Parliament was not emko lied in 
a report. 

The Committee recommended that the Pyrmont 
Bridge be replaced by a timber bridge with 
steel span, to cost £82,500, and decided that 
the Glebe Island Bridge did not at present 
require renewal, 

The construction of this railway was reccm- 
mended, with the condition that the estimated 
cost, £2,000 per mile, should include goods 
and grain sheds, engineering charges, and all 
contingencies. 

In this inquiry the Committee, while considering 
it expedient the railway should beconstructed, 
resolved that the cost should not exceed £2,100 
permile, including the cost of landresumptions, 

The Committee, in deciding against this proposed 
work, were of opinion that at tle present 
time there was no justification for its construc- 
tion, and that the prospects of Wyalong’s future 
were not such as to lead them to conclude 
that the line should be built in anticipation 
of what might be the condition of the gold- 
field and the district some years hence, 

In this inquiry the Committee recommended a 
modification of the works proposed by the. 
Department and an additional work, the cost 
of the works as recommended by the Com- 
mittee being about the same as that of the 
works proposed by the Department. 

This proposed work was referred to the Fifth 
Committee who, at the termination of their 
existence, had inquired partly into it. A 
motion in the Legislative Assembly to refer 
the proposal to the Sixth Committee was 
negatived on 11 December, 1895. 

The Committee considered this work to be an 
urgent and necessary one, and recommended 
that it be carried out without delay. 

In this inquiry a gravitation scheme was sub- 
mitted as preferable to the scheme passed by 
the Committee in 1892, and the Committee 
recommended that this work be carried out, 
with the proviso that the capacity of the 
storage rescrvoir be increased from 35,000,000 . 
to 50,000,000 gallons. 

Recommended as propozed, 


The Committee decided that it was not expedient 
the proposed works should be carried out, 
deeming it inadvisable, for reasons stated ip 
their Report, to concentrate the infirm and , 
destitute at Rookwood, and they recommended 
that the inmates of the Parramatta Asyluns 
be removed, the healthy patients being housed 
at Rookwood and Liverpool, provision for the 
chronic and acute sick to be made on Crown 
lands near Campbelltown, 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued. 


Date Expenditure | Expenditure Amount _ Amount 
of Proposed Work, aA ib een Leanne th. pice a Remarks, : 
inquiry. Government. | Committee. proposed. proposed. ; 
£ £ £ £ 
Brought forward ......£| 14,376,976 | 8,749,948 37,086 | 5,664,114 
1896. 
9 Jan. | Additions to the Treasury 21,500 21,500 Deaeeeate veseeeree | Recommended as proposed, 
to Buildings. 
17 July. 
20 Feb. | Railway from Tamworth 72,150 71,875 seeneaine 275 | The Committee’s recommendation provided for 
to to Manilla, an amended route, the cost of the railway not 
1 Oct. to exceed £2,500 per mile, 
21 April,) Railway from Nevertire 82,730 82,730 steelers seater Recommended as proposed. 
to to Warren. 
20 May 
12 May,! Construction of Locks} 121,100 étantecas Severs 121,100 | The Committee negatived this proposed work, 
to and Weirs on the River believing it to be premature. 
31 July. Darling. 
5 June,’ Railway from Berrigan to 27,250 27,250 Rerccs as sseseesee | Lhe Committee recommended that this proposed 
to Finley, railway should be constructed, the cost not to 
19 Aug. exceed £2,000 per mile. 
16 June | Improvement of Cook’s 36,400 15,000 dooc5en 21,400 | As recommended by the Committee the construc- 
to River. tion of the proposed works would involve an 
24 July. expenditure of £15,000—a reduction, on the 
Departmental estimate, of £21,400—which, in 
the opinion of the Committee, would meet the 
requirements of the case. 
1 Sept. | Railway from Moree tc} 279,500 279,500 veeeceses sessesees | Lhe Committee resolved that it was expedient 
to Inverell. this railway should be constructed as pro- 
1897. posed, 
21 April 
1896. 
28 Oct. | Construction of a Deep- 440,000 200,000 Sesneacs 240,000 | The Departmental estimate of cost provided for 
to water Harbour at Port the construction of two breakwaters, known 
1897. Kembla, respectively as the northern and eastern, and 
10 Feb the necessary equipment of the port for coal- 
shipping and general commercial purposes. 
The Committee were of opinion, however, 
that the proposed harbour would be rendered 
sufficiently secure to meet present require- 
ments if the eastern breakwater only were 
carried out, and the estimated cost reduced 
13%6 by £240,000. 
5 Aug. | Railway from Condobolin} 955,063 soeee vee Spoodunce 955,063 | The Committee, while having regard to the 
to to Broken Hill. various aspects of this proposed work, and 
10 Dec considering also that the annual loss on the 
working of the railway would amount to 
£60,000, were of opinion that it should not, 
18¢7, at present, be proceeded with. 
11 Feb. | Sewerage Works for 60,000 60,000 veneentne sseseesee, | This work was passed by the Committee with 
to Parramatta. the provision that the cost should not exceed 
13 April. (Third Reference. )* the Departmental estimate, and that the 
carrying out of the work should be subject to 
a guarantee (by the Municipal Couucil of 
Parramatta) of the annual payment required 
to cover maintenance and interest, and ree 
demption of the principal outlay. 
4 May | Duplicate Main from 109,517 109,317 ve esenee sesseceee | The Committee recommended an amended 
to Prospect to Potts’ Hill. | scheme submitted by the Engineer-in-Chief for 
8 June. Public Works, by which the sides of the canal 
between Prospect and the Pipe Head Basis 
; would be raised, the canal strengthened, an@ 
the 6-foot pipe-line between the Basin and 
Potts’ Hill Reservoir duplicated. 
14 April} New Houses of Parlia- 533,484 15,000 seaensiene 518,484 | The Committee recommended the adoption of a 
to ment. scheme submitted by the Government Archi- 
6 Dec. tect, providing for alterations to the present 
Parliamentary Buildings, at a cost not exceeds 
ing £15,000. 
16 June} New Bridge at Glebe 89,100 89,100 nonsdnodc sereeseee | Lhe proposal to construct a new bridge was 
to Island, abandoned by the Department, and the Com- 
15 Sept. mittee recommended that there be substituted 
for the existing structure a stone causeway, 
with a central, steel swing-span, 
13 July | Railway from Redfern to, 650,000 Gal OOO REE cccers ’ seseeeeee | Leecommended as proposed, 
to St. James’ Road, 
25 Aug 
Miedo Rauwayirem Condobolin) 108,225.) — vsiseccse | servones 3 108,225 | The Committee negatived this proposed work, but 
to to Kuabalong. recommended, in connection with any pro- 
7 Dec posal for a railway towards Hillston, that a 
survey be made for a line from Koorawatha, 
with a view to its consideration in conjunction 
with existing surveys. : 
16 Sept. | Railway frora The Rock’! 65,939 65,939 spuooudnc sesssesee | Recommended as proposed. 
_ to to Green’s Gunyah. 
25 Nov 
23 Sept. | Railway from Coolamon 91,307 Res Ae Parteeor 91,307 | The Committee negatived this proposal, COite 
tow. to Ariah. sidering that the construction of the line wag 
18 Noy, peel ae Veena |__| __ not justified by the circumstances, 
Carried forward...... =I 18,070,041 | 10,387,159 37,036 | 7,719,968 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into Ly the Committee, &c.—continued. 


Date Expenditure | Expenditure Amount 
a | roped work | ‘Pycngned [teotanyended)) He pee 
inquiry, : Government. | Committee. | proposed. 

£ £ £ 
Brought forward ...... £) 18,070,041 | 10,387,159 37,086 

1897. 

20 Dec. | Railway from  Koora- 92,350 92,350 Gasbeaes 
to watha to Grenfell, 

1898. 

1 April. 
5 Jam | Railwayfromthe Terminus, 57,100 neccsdaas pancesaee 
to of the Rose Hill Rail- 
13 April} way to Dural.* 
1897. 
14 Dec. | Railway from Warren to, 150,000 qanacsoes Nesascees 
to Coonamble. 

1898. 

29 April 

15 Mar. | Harbour Works at Tweed 43, 600 43,600 paneesee 
to River, 

26 April 

1897. 

19 Oct. | Railway from Narrabri to 128,650 deobarnac Recsan ts 
to Pilliga. 

1898. 

23 June. 

1897. 

1 Oct. | Railway from Byrock to) 146,350 146,350 teesesees 
to Brewarrina. 

1898. 

22 June. 
9 Mar. | Railway from Woolabra 207,798 Re ctakene eeaueasis 
to to Collarendabri. 
23 June. 
22 Feb, | Railway from Maitland to 982,283 eaegeanns eaccecens 
to Taree. 
6 July. 
30 Mar. | Harbour Works at Bellin- 36,000 36,000 epagbar 
to ger River. 
5 July. 
8 Feb. | Harbour Works at Mac- 95,000 Sep: aeccgoes 
to leay River. 
1 July, 
27 April| Harbour Works at Hast- 46,500 13,915 eran alee 
to ings River. 
29 June. 
22 Mar. | Harbour Works at Man- 100,000 100,000 Raleguee 
to ning River. 
30 June ‘ eae 
14 April | Harbour Works at Nam- 72,500 48,195 sere 
to bueca River. 
7 July. 
1899. 
25 Jan. | Water Supply Works for 25,211 25,211 Bdaecteee 
to the Borough of Wol- 
2 Mar. longong. a 
18 Jan. | Public Offices, Phillip 44,810 | 16,000 SGectonce 
to and Hunter Streets, 
28 Mar. Sydney. 
2 Feb. | Public Offices, Phillip, 97,000 avlenuses Poecer he 
to Bridge, and Young Sts., ee 
3 May. Sydney. } 
9 Mar. | Railway from Dubbo to 207,285 207,285 eames 
to Coonamble. 
25 July. 
17 May | Penitentiary and Prison — 118,000 118,000 aajenee 
to for Females, Randwick. eis 
16° Aug. | ——————_——_|—- —— 
Carried ferward......£ 20,720,478 | 11,229,165 37, 086 


Amount 


in reduction 


of that 
proposed. 


£ 
7,719,068 


Cosoeccce 


57,100 


150,000 


128,650 


seocccece 


207,798 


982,283 


eeerees 


eeccocsee 


28,810 


97,000 


Ceoverees 


er ereeoe 


“9, 428,499 


Remarks, 


Recommended as proposed, 


In negativing the proposed railway, the Committee were of 
op nion--(1) That the traffic upon the extension would 
not be sufficient to make the line profitable ; (2) that 
whatever the traffic might be, a large proportion of it 
would be withdrawn from the Great Northern railway ; 
and (3) that the district is so situated in regard to road 
communi: ation with, and distance from, the existing ra.l- 
ways that fruit-growers can, without further railway ex- 
penditure, find reasonable transit for their fruit to market. 
The Committee, however, recommended the purchase 
by the Government of the Rosehill Railway from C yde 
to Carlingford, including everything provided or carried 
out in connection with that railway under Bennett’s and 
Simpson’s Raiiway Acts, for a suin not exceeding £20,000. 

The Committee negatived this proposal, but 
recommended that a survey be made of a route 


from Dubbo to Coonamble. 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee negatived this proposal, but 


suggested a route from Narrabri to Eurie Eurie, 
which could, if necessary, be extended on to 
Walgett. 


The Committee recommended that the railway should We 
carried out, provided that it be mode legally binding 
uzon the Crown les<ees in the diswict, served to pay, 
until the railway should beceme self-supporting, one 
farth ng per aery rent additional to their present or 
ordinary assessment, such additional rent to be credited 
to the Railway Commis-iners. 

The Committee negatived this proposal, but 
suggested a route by which a railway would go 
from Narrabri towards Eurie Kurie, and, at a 
point about 315 miles from Newcastle, proceed 


in a north-westerly direction to Collarendabri. 

This railway, the beet ole were of opinion, should not 
be. constructed, Lecause -(1) the country as a whole 
along the route was not capuble of profitable yideg € 
ment ; (2) there were means of communication already 
in existence f Y conveying the produce of the various 
port ons: f the di-tricts concerned to market et lower 
rates than could possibly be charged by the railway ; 
(3) the large expenditures } ropo ed at. the «ntrar.ces te 
almost all the waterways would further improve the 
present means of transit; and (4) the population to be 
served along the route, whieh was somewhat distant from 
the road and water communication available, was com- 
paratiy ely unimportant, 


Recommended as proposed. 
Recommended as proposed, 


The Committee recommended that for the present 
the southern training-wall only, estimated to 
cost £13,915, should be carried out. 

The Committee recommended the construction 
of the proposed work, with some slight modifi- 
cations. 

With regard to these proposed harbour works, the Com- 
mittee were of opinion that certain of the works, esti- 
mated to cost £18,195, should be first proceeded with, 
and that it would probably be found that an expenditure 
of between £30,000 and £40,000 would bring about the 
desired result. 

The Committee recommended the larger of the 
two schemes submitted, providing for an 
extension to Port Keniblx on the south, and 
Bulli on the north. 

The Committee recommer ded a modification of the Govern- 
ment proposal, providing for a building containing » 
tasement, ground. floor, and first-floor, at a cost not 
exceeding £16,0°R 

The Committee were of opinion that it was inexpedient 
to erect this bu lding until there hal been a compre- 
hensive inv vestigation into. the existing accommodation 
for the various public Departments and the possibility 
of improving it by fresh adjustments or slight structural 
alterations, and until the probable wants o: the Govern- 
ment for ten years, at least, wereapproximately indivated, 


Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued. 


a a er ee, De ne ere 
Take Expenditure | Expenditure Amount Amount 


proposed |recommended| in excess in reduction 
re - : Proposed Work. by the by the of that Of that Remarks, 
q » Government, | Committee, proposed, proposed, 
——— (8 ee aa ern eames sna 
£ £ £ an 
: Brought forward ...... £ 20,720,478 | 11,329,165 37,086 | 9,428,499 
1899. 
30 May | Railway from Grenfell to 142,293 142,293 hac tione seseesese | Lhe Committee, in recommending this proposed work, 
to Wyalong. urged in their report that the cost might be still further 
19 Sept o reduced by the use of a less expensive sleeper, and lighter 


ballasting, and by constructing only absolutely necessary 
station buildings, 


15 Mar.| Railway from Cobar to} 497,000 497,000 ovewsiees se seoeee | The Committee recommended that the proposed 
to Wilcannia. railway be constructed to a point on the east 
12 Dec. side of the Darling River, 6194 miles from 
Sydney, and suggested that the railway revenue 
should be subsidised to some substantial and 
suitable extent from the land revenue derived 

from the district benefited by the line. 


15 Mar.| Locks and Weirs on the 530,000 ap iroe ey Ciao 530,000 | These proposed works were negatived for the reasons that 
to River Darling, between no benefit would accrue from theni to the trade of New 
2 oo Be South Wales in connection with its railways; that irriga- 

21 Nov. Bourke and Menindie. ; 


tion on a large scale by means of water retained in the 
river Darling by the locks and weirs would be imprac- 
ticable ; and that any such large expenditure upon the 
river as that involved in the inquiry was a matter which 
might fairly be left fur the consideration of the Federal 
Parliament. 


2 Nov. | Railway from Gundagai) 148,310 148,310 toe osce se seeeee | Lhe Committee recommended that the proposed 
to to Tumut. railway be carried out, provided that some 
1900." arrangement were made whereby the district 
6 June. : benefited should contribute to the Railway 


Commissioners such sum asmight be necessary 
to make good any loss on the construction and 


1899. ‘ working of the hne—and not otherwise. 
13 Dec. | Glebe -Island Improve- 273,600 38,000 senses 235,600 | The Committee recommended the carrying out 
to ments, of a portion of the proposed improvements, 
1900. which comprised the cutting down of a part of 
27 April, the Island, and the partial reclamation of the 

foreshores, at an estimated cost of £38,000. 
19 Jan. | Wharfage—Woolloomoo- 23,000 23,000 eeceraey sesesesee, | The Committee considered it expedient the pro- 
to loo Bay. posed wharfage should be constructed, and 
27 April, recommended that it be extended a further 
distance of 100 feet. 

21 April| Central Railway Station, 561,600 561,600 Reacoreee ss.eers.e | Lhe Committee decided that as the accommoda- 
to Devonshire-street. tion for passenger traffic at the present Redfern 
20 July. terminus is wholly insufficient, and it would 


be better in every respect to construct an 
entirely new station than to attempt a re- 
construction of the present one, the best plan 
would be to extend the railway to the north 
side of Devonshire-street, and there construct 
acommodious station and administrative offices, 


6 Feb. | Extension of the Railway| 1,564,000 coceesen: reqenened 1,564,000 | In view of their recommending the Devonshire. 
to intothe City of Sydney. street proposal, the Committee resolved that 
16 July. _it was not expedient to extend the railway to 


St. James’-road, or in accordance with the 
deviation suggested inthe Legislative Assembly 
reference of 7th December, 1899. 


22 Feb. | Railway from Grafton to| 501,375 257,000 CCORtEEDE 244,375 | The Railway from Grafton to Casino the Com- 
to Casino. mittee recommended, provided the cost could 
17 Sept. be reduced to£4,000 per mile, and an adequate 
; portion of the revenue from unalienated Crown 


lands along the route benefited by the rail- 
way conveyed to the Railway Commissioners 
towards covering any loss. 
21 Feb.| Tuckian Flood Escape 46,500 46,500 pagerveys eoseoseee | In the case of the Tuckian Flood Escape Scheme, 
to Scheme. the Committee did not feel justified in saying 
21 Aug, that it was expedient the scheme should be 
carried out unconditionally ; but they recom- 
mended the work, provided the owners of the 
land benefited would undertake to enter into 
a satisfactory guarantee for the payment of 
3 per cent. upon the cost of construction, 
together with the cost of all claims for any 
damage to land, or from the silting up cf the 
river that the cutting of the channel mighé 
cause, and not otherwise. 


18 April] Railway from Wellington 511,149 selesbses a sacscace 511,149 | The Committee negatived the proposed railway 
to to Werris Creek. * from Wellington to Werris Creek, andexpressed 
24 Aug. the opinion that much of the country would 


be better served by a line suggested by them in 
their report upon the railway from Dubbo te 
Coonamble, and regarded favourably in the 
district, viz., from Mudgee to the country east 
of Cobborah, in the direct on of Dunedoo, and 
on towards Caigan, eventually continuing 
northwards in the direction of Coonabarabran, 
% Apml| Railway from Narrabrito; 503,559 503;559 eeentyve sesseseey | Recommended as proposed, 

to Walgett, with branch 
19 Sept. to Collarendatri. 


Curried forward......£| 26,022,864 | 13,546,227 37,086 | 12,513,623 
er rT 


58 


OR wont ee 


16 


List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c,—oontinued. 


Date Expenditure | Expenditure Amount _ Amount 
: Prvposed Work.) gl Hyer | Receiaendes ihemacea io 
ineqcry. Government. | Committee. proposed. proposed, 
£ £ £ £ 
Brought forward ...... £) 26,022,864 | 13,546,327 37,086 | 12,513,623 
1900. 
19 April | Railway from Grenfell tc 142,292 sonsn bod adiinadooe 142,292 
to Wyalong. (Referred 
7 Aug. back for further con- 
sideration and report.)* 
24 July | Railway from Culcairn tc 53,957 53,997 dsiisaeie ‘ weak 
to Germanton. 
29 Sept 
21 July | Railway from Bogan Gatc} 229,370 229,370 pacastoon Seb 
to to Bulbodney. 
31 Oct. 
31 July | Railway from Bowral to 94,578 veressees soeenrees 94,578 
to Robertson. 
26 Noy. 
7 Aug. | Electric Tramway from] 119,000 119,000 Suadedain peceentee 
to Belmore Park to Fort 
27 Sept. Macquarie. 
22 Aug. | Railway from Temora to 126,810 126,810 pate Peeoeet 
to Wyalong. (Third refer- 
2 Oct ence. )* 
28 Aug. | Railway from Carlingford 75,690 Rishagas apraeraN 75,690 
to to Dural. (Second re- 
27 Nov ference. )* 
29 Aug. | Railway from Temora tc 388, 033 172,140 saeaveees 215,893 
to Guabar. 
1901 
25 May 
1900. 
18 Sept. | Electric Tramway along 122,622 5p), 000606 58 ao006 122,622 
to Pitt-street. 
29 Sept 
28 Sept. | Railway frcm Cockburn 217,985 snquodaDe 06 217,985 
to to Brcken Hill. 
1901. 
28 Mar. 
1900. 
23 Oct. | Railway from Broken Hill 279,515 goonesae6 pareccn 279,515 
to to Menind‘e. 
1901. 
9 Mar. 
\ 
1990. 
26 Oct. | Water Supply to the 204s 0CO | aresrertne Baseteoe 204,000 
to towns of Broken Hill 
1901. and Silverton. y 
6 June. —- —— ae —— 
Carried forward...... £! 28,076,716 | 14,257,604 37,086 | 13,8C6,193 


' 


Remarks. 


In the case of the railway from Grenfell to 
Wyalong, the proposed work was referred 
back to the Committee for further consider- 
ation and report, and the personnel of the 
Committee having changed since the previous 
inquiry, the Committee decided in favour of a 
lne to Wyalong from-Temora. 

The railway from Culcairn to Germanton the 
Committee considered it expedient should be 
constructed, subject to the conditions that the 
required land should be given free or equit- 
ably exchanged for Crown lands, and that the 
land to be served should contribute a sum 
sufficient, together with the revenue earned 
by the line, to make up an amount equal to 
the working expenses and 2 per cent. on the 
cost of construction. 

Respecting the railway from Bogan Gate to Bul- 
bodney, the Committee recommended the 
construction of the line, conditionally upon 
the landholders of the district benefited con- 
tributing annually, until the line became 
self-supporting, a tax upon the unimproved 
value of their land. 

In the case of the railway from Bowral to Robert- 
son, the Committee considered that under the 
circumstances disclosed by the inquiry relative 
to the traffic prospects of the line, and the rail- 
way facilities already possessed by the district, 
as well as the high cost of constructing the 
railway, it was not expedient the line should 
be carried out. 

The Committee recommended the adoption of a 
suggestion by the Railway Commissioners, by 
which a single line would be constructed from 
Belmore Park, through Castlereagh, Bligh, and 
Loftus streets, to Fort Macquarie, returning by 
single line through Pitt-street. 

Recommended as proposed. 


In dealing with the railway from Carlingford to 
Dural, the Committee came to the conclusion 
that the proposal submitted should be nega- 
tived, with the object of meeting the require- 
ments of the district by means of a tramway. 

In the case of the railway from Temora to 
Gunbar, the Committee arrived at the decisicn 
that for the present the line should be con- 
structed for about 60 miles in the direction of 
Barellan, adding to their reeommendation a 
proviso that it be made legally binding on the 
landholders in the area benefited by the line to 
contribute towards any deficiency in the rail- 
way revenue returns. 

The Electric Tramway along Pitt-street was 
negatived, as it was unnecessary in view of the 
Committee’s recommendation that the sugges- 
tion of the Railway Commissioners for a single 
line through Castlereagh, Bligh, and Loftus 
streets to Fort Macquarie, returning by a single 
line through Pitt-street, should be adopted. 

With reference to the railway from Cockburn 
to Broken Hill, the Committee were of opinion 
that, as the evidence showed that Broken 
Hill is already well served by the Silverton 
Tramway, that the railway could only obtain 
a share of the traffic by a competition in 
which the tramway would he the more 
successful, and that, to avoid transhipment at 
Cockburn, it would have to be built with a 
gauge similar to that of the South Australian 
railways, it was not expedient the line shou’d 
be constructed. 

The Broken Hill to Menindie proposal the Com- 
mittee considered should not be carried out, as 
the evidence before them, and their inspection 
of the couutry to be served by the line, showed 
that the railway would neither pay nor be of 
any material advantage to the district. 

In the case of the proposed Water Siapply to 
the towns of Broken Hill and Silve:ton, the 
Committee, as a result of their iaquiry, re 
garded the pruposed works as unnecessary. 


a 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued. 


- - ws eon Tenens oc RNS nN rig MERE ae cons = 


Date Expenditure | Expenditure 
of Proposed Work. etna ae et 
inquiry. . Gore oe Committee. 
£ £ 
Brought forward ......£) 28,076,716 | 14,247,604 
1900. 
2 Nov. | Sewerage Works for the) 139,396 139,396 
to Borough of Newcastle, 
1901. and the Municipal Dis- 
8 June.| tricts of Hamilton, 
| Merewether, Wickham, 
1900 and Carrington. 
22 Novy. | Erecting a Library within 67,500 67,500 
to the University grounds. 
4 Dec. 
27 Nov. | Railway from Belmore to 175,207 62,895 
to Liverpool, 
1901. 
21 May. 
15 Jan. | Railway from Cooma, via} &69,895 386,03] 
to Nimitybelle and Bom- 
28 May. bala, to Delegate. 
3 Feb. | Railway from Wyalong| 311,551 pnotiesoo 
to to Hillston.* 
1 June. 
6 Feb. | Railway from Booyong tc! 234,796 eslsncaaes 
to Ballina. 
4 June. 
7 Feb. | BreakwateratByron Bay.| 260,000 teaeenees 
to (Second reference. )* 
5 June. 
8 Feb. | Railway from Manilla to 134,755 124,755 
to Barraba. 
8 June - 
12 Feb. | Railway from Tarago to} 129,514 pare saat 
to Braidwood, 
27 May. 
17 Sept. | Additions to Prince 45,900 45,000 
to Alfred Hospital, 
17 Oct. Sydney. 
20 Nov. | Extension of the Pyrmont 10,000 10,000 
to Bridge. 
29 Nov. 
27 Feb. | Removal of the Public) 203,483 203,483 
to Abattoir from Glebe 
11 June, Island, 
and 
8 Oct. to 
1902. 
16 June. 
1901. 
10 Dec. | Bridge over the Hawkes- 40,000 22,000 
to bury at Richmond. 
1902. 
26 May. 
12 Feb. | Deviation on the Great 286,872 286,872 
to Western Railway Line, 
6 July. to avoid the Lithgow 
Zigzag. (Second re- 
1901. ference.)* 
28 Feb. Hunter River Flood Pre- 890,000 Seeresoos 
to vention, 
30 April. 
and 
18 Nov. 
t 
1903. 
ie Carried forward......£| 31,474,685 | 15,605,536 


| 


| 


Amount 
in excess 
of that 
proposed. 


£ 


Amount 
in aera Remarks. way 
proposed, 
£ 


37,086 | 13,866,198 


eee eeroes 


eoeee vee 


@eesoroos 


eeeeroeey 


Deeeosene 


ene eorene 


eeevecsce 


ooneerece 


Ooacocore 


eeeecooes 


peeeeeses 


oscchsove 


37,086 


eebrebore 


Peer eeroe 


193,864 


311,551 


134,796 


260,000 


Oe crneee 


129,534 


eeereroes 


Doscotece 


eoerereee 


18,000 


ee erodes 


890,000 


15,906,235 


oth the case of the 


The proposed Sewerage Works for the Borough of New: 
castle, and the Municipal Districts of Hamilton, Mere- 
wether, Wickham, and Carrington, the Committee con- 
sidered should be carried out, provided the sewage be 
discharged south of the proposed outfall, at or near the 
Merewether Gulf. They also recommended that the 
Municipal District of Adamstown be included in the 
scheme. 


Recommended as proposed. 


With regard to the railway from Belmore to Liverpool, the 
Committee considered it inexpedient to carry out the 
line as proposed, but they theught the district might Le 
better served than it is by the present Marrickyille- 
Belmore railway, and the révenue receipts from that 
ra‘dway increesed, if tae present line were extended from 
Belmore to Chapel-road, Bankstown, a distance of some- 
thing less than 34 miles, and the construction of that 
length they recommended, 

The railway from Cooma, via Nimitybelle and 
Bombala, to Delegate, the Committee con- 
sidered should be limited to the section from 
Cooma, via Nimitybelle, to Bombala, and they 
recommended the construction of that portion 
of the proposed line subject to conditions 
s milar to those imposed in the Bill authorising 
the construction of a line from Gundagai to 
Tumut. 

The railway from Wyalong to Iillston the Committee nega- 
tived, on the ground that it was unwise to make any 
recommendation on the question of railway extension ta 
Hillston until it had been determined how Wyalong 
should be connected with the railway system of the State. 

With regard to the railway from Booyong to Ballina, the 
Committee were of opinion that there was nothing before 
them to justify its cozstruction. 


The construction of the Breakwater at Byron Bay the Com- 
mittee considered should not be carried out until it has 
been determined whether the New England district shalt 
be conneeted by railway with the northern seaboard, and 
what port on the coast, as the terminus cf sucha railway, 
w.ll best serve the interests of that district. 


With regard to the proposed Railway from Manilla to 
Barraba, the Comuuttee approved of the line being con- 
structed, but attached to their resolution the proviso 
that the land necessary for the purpose shounid be given 
free of cost. 

Respecting the railway from Tarago to Braidwood, the 
Committee found that, in view of the railway require- 
ments of the distiict being fairly well met under present 
conditions, and the improbabitity of the line being able 
to successfully compete for the traffic between Sydney 
and the district by sea to Nelligen and thence by road, 
the construction of the railway was not justified. 

The proposed Additions to Prince Alfred 
Hospital, Sydney, the Committee recom- 
mended be constructed, provided that the cost 
did not exceed £45,000, and that such altera- 
tions in the details of the plans were made as 
to ensure more sunlight on the south-eastern 
side of each pavilion, more light and ventila- 
tion in the ward kitchens, sisters’ rooms, and 
corridors, and the walling off of the main 
staircases. 

Recommended as proposed. 


Removal of the Public 
Abattoir from Glebe Island, the Committee 
recommended that the abattoir should be 
removed from Glebe Island, and that new 
buildings be erected on Homebush Point, in 
close proximity to the existing cattle sale- 
yards. 


As the evidence showed that a bridge 12 feet 
higher than the present structure, to cost 
£22,000, would meet requirements, the Com. 
mittee recommended accordingly. 

The Committee approved of the scheme as 
recommended by the Railway Commissioners, 
to cost £286,872, as against another scheme te 
cost £377, 754, 


The proposed works were negatived by the Committee, and 
they recommended that steps be taken as far as practic 
able to plant the depleted forest areas and bare slopes 
ani open country around the head waters of the Hunter 
with suitable trees to check the rapid flow of rainwater 
into the tributaries of the river, and also to plant tLe 
banks of the river and its tributaries with suitable trees, 
shrubs, and g asses to prevent their erosion, 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &e.—continued. 


Date 
of 
inquiry. 


1902. 
} April 
to 


7 Nov. 
26 May 
to 
28 Aug. 
17 June 
to 
15 Sept. 


25 June 
to 
12 July. 


Proposed Work, 


Expenditure 
proposed 
hy the 
Government. 


£ 


Brought forward ..... £} 31,474,685 


Railway from Wagga 
Wagga to Humula. 


Tramway from Oxford- 
street to Bellevue Hill. 


Tramway from Enmore- 
road along Addison- 
road, Livingstone-road, 
and New Canterbury 
road to Dulwich-hill 
Terminus. 

Tramway along Aber- 
crombie-street, Red- 
fern, to Erskineville. 


Concrete Dam across the 
Cataract River. 


25 Feb. | Railway from Tenterfield 


to 
1903. 
27 April 


4 June. 
6 Jan. 
to 
17 July. 
6 Jan. 
to 
11 June 


17 Aug. 

28 Jan. 
to 

1l Sept. 


23 Feb. 
to 

1904. 

28 Jan. 


1902. 
17 July 
to 
1904. 
i June, 


to Casino. 


Graving Dock at the Port 
of Newcastle. 


Railway from Eden to 
Bega. (Second refer- 
ence, )* 

Breakwater at Bermagui. 


Railway from Glen Innes 
to Inverell. (Third 
reference )* 


Cape Hawke Harbour 
Works. 


Southern Breakwater, 
entrance tothe Clarence 
River. 


Northern Breakwater, 
entrance tothe Clarence 
River. 


Railway from Maitland to 
South Grafton. 


Railway from Wellington 
to Werris Creek. 
(Second reference. )* 


172,898 
149,875 


60,856 


83, 264 


126,000 


1,094,870 


190,000 


400,308 


70,000 


320, 160 


38,600 


152,459 


208,500 


2,650,820 


514,576 


recommended 


Expenditure 


by the 
Comunittee. 


£ 
15,605,536 


eeevoeere 


150,572 


60,856 


83,264 


217,500 


ee cesta 


190,000 


evccerece 


eerectoce 


@o. Ceovece 


77,440 


@eereeee 


2,650,820 


eacceeee 


—_-——.|——___-——_|_ justifiable. 


Carried forward...... ‘ 37,707,871 19,035,988 129,283. 18,801,116 


Amount Amount 
in ex ess in reduction 
of that of that Remarks, 
proposed. proposed, 
—————— eee OS een IO 
£ £ 
37,086 | 15,906,235 
eerie 172,898 | The evidence in this inquiry did not indicate any reliable 
prospect of the estimated annual loss on the line being 
met or materially reduced. Z 
697 sessereee | The Committee recommended the construction 
of this tramway by an amended route found to 
be more desirable than the route first submitted. 
cooeevees eooreseee | Recommended as proposed. 
eecnatas SAAS In this inquiry the Committee recommended an alteration 


of route by which the tramway would be taken along 
Regent-street into Bank-street, and thence along Aber- 
crombie-street as submitted, and that the construction 
of the tramway should not be commenced until the 
question of a proposed new street from the new railway 
station to Regent-street is definitely settled. . 
91,500 aaa Yn view of the requirements of Sydney in the near future, 
the fact that the dam submitted would not exhaust the 
capabilities of the portion of the catchment area affected 
by it, and the financial aspect of the question, the 
Committee recommended the construction of a dam, as 
designed by the Principal Engineer for Harbours and 
Rivers, 160 feet high, to impound 18,200 million gallong 
of water, at a cost not exceeding £217,500, the dam to be 
first erected to the height of 120 feet, so as to impound 
7,115 million gallons of water, and to be raised to its full 
height when the additional storage became necessary., 


“echt shed 1,094,870 | lt was found by the Committee that in view of the traffic 
a z prospects, as officially estimated, the proposed railway 
would not pay working expenses ; that for about 30 miles 
along the route of the line the country is conspicuous 
for its poorness; that a large proportion of the land 
along the remainder of the route is quiteas much within 
the traffic area of the Great Northern Railway and the 
railway from Lismore to Casino and Grafton as it is 
within that of the proposed railway ; and that Tenterfield 
does not appear to be the most suitable point for con- 
necting the New England table-land with the coast. 

A careful consideration of the evidence in the inquiry, ard 
the information gathered during visits of inspection, led 
the Committee to the conclusion that the proposed dock 
should be constructed ; and they recommended that the 
site should beat the southern end of the Dyke,Carrington. 


Ear sin 400,308 | The Committee considered it inexpedient to construct this 
proposed Railway, as there was nothing to justify its 
construction either from a traffic point of view or that 
of meeting the legitimate requirements of the district. 

detects 70,000 | In negativing this proposal, the Committee were influenced 
by the consideration that the district served by Bermagui 
Harbour isa very limited one ; that the present facilities. 
for obtaining goods from Sydney or sending away pro- 
duce are equal to requirements ; and that the breakwater, 
if constructed, would not te any yery important extent 
improve the condition of the harbour in the direction of 
sheltering it from the effects of heavy weather. 


mareewace 320,160 | Apart from the circumstances that the line would be a very 
costly one to construct, and, according to the estimate 
of the Railway Commissioners, would show an annual 
logs of over £12,000, there is the important fact, the 
Committee point out in their Report, that the Moree- 
Inverell railway nieets the requirements of the district 
and its population in whose interests chiefly the con- 
struction of a line from Glen Innes has from the inception 
of the proposal been urged. ; 

een 38,600 | The Committee were of opinion that the trade of the port, 
and the limited area of the district served by it, did 
not justify the proposed expenditure. 


saaeosese 75,019 | The Committee recommended that the southern 
breakwater be constructed a further length of 
1,350 feet, at a cost not exceeding £77,440. 


ee eepeoe eoerccoce 


Pat Rate 208,500 | In negativing this proposed work the Committee considered 
it wise to carry out for the present what is considered to 
be the portion of the general scheme for improving the 
Clarence River entrance likely to prove immediately 
beneficial, and that which the trade of the port and the. 
nature of the district justify, and await the result of 
extending the breakwater on the south side of the 
entrance before expending the large sum required for- 
the construction of the northern breakwater. j 
The Committee resolved that it was expedient the proposed 
railway be carried out, provided that in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Railway Commissioners a 
betterment tax be imposed upon the alienated lands 
within the area benefited by the railway, until the line 
becomes self-supporting, and, in addition, a moiety of the 
revenue, whether from sale or lease, derived from the 
area of land still in possession of the Crown, within the 
same radius, be devoted to writing down the capital cost 

of the railway. 


waddedada 514,576 | Considering the large estimated annual loss on the proposed 
line, the fact that the bulk of the cultivated land along 
the route is already served by existing railways, and 
that the land along the route outside a reasonable dis- 
tance from existing railways is for the most part in large 
holdings, the cutting up or subdivision of which for 
eloser settlement is uncertain, it did not appear to the 
Committee that the construction of the line would be 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued. 


Date Expenditure) Expenditure 
inathry, | _‘Propowea Work, «| Propgsedfecommende 
Government.| Committee. 
= £ 
Brought forward ........£)37,707,871 |19,035,988 
1903. 
26 Feb. | Camden Haven Improve- 43,650 4,000 
to ment Works. 
10 Sept. 
6 April, | Hastings River Improve- T4052 §  escarees 
to ments, 
1904. 
1 Mch. 
1903. 
16 April, | Improvements, Stewart’s 82,535 eeaeccien 
to Island and Nambucca 
1904. River. 
15 Jan. 
1903. 
22 May, | Railway from Lockhart) 126,957 sashicsees 
to to Clear Hills. 
10 Nov. ; 
12 June, | Tramway from East to 58,088 58,088 
to West Maitland, and on 
11 Nov. to the Stanford Merthyr 
and Pelaw Main Col- 
lieries. 
23 July, | Water Supply for the SG500 | ..cccoeen 
to town of Broken Hill— 
2 Sept. Dam and tramway at) 
Umberumberka Creek,* 
1 June | Railway from Singleton to} 538,978 | ........ 
to Cassilis with a branch 
1904. from Denman to Mus- 
28 April. wellbrook. 
1903. 
28 May | Railway from Murwil-) 229,542 seep renie le 
to lumbah to the Tweed 
1904. Heads. 
20 April 
1903. 
6 July | Tramway from Wallsend 34,000 | .srerecee 
to to West Wallsend.* 
1904, : 
12 April. 
1903. 
26 Oct. Reclamation Works, Hen 66,300 sale aslees 
to and Chicken Bay, 
1904. Sydney Harbour. 
25 April. 
7 Jan. | Water Supply Works for| 40,888 | ......00 
to the city of Grafton and 
5 May. South Grafton. 
1903. 
14 July | Railway from Carlingford 705309) | caseerece 
to to Dural. (Third re- 
1904. ference. )* 
29 Feb. 
1903. 
20 Nov. | Water Supply for the! 36,500 30,000 
to Town of Broken Hill—| 
1904. Dam and Tramway at 
8 April. Umberumberka Creek. 
(Referred back for fur- 
‘ther consideration and 
1902. report. )* 
10 Oct Railway from Wyalong) 300,855 | .ss.se 
1904, to Hillston. (Second 
ee: reference. )* 
10 May. pat 
1903. 
19 Nov. | Railway from Liverpool! 97,148 |  ssesceve 
to to Mulgoa. 
1904. 
12 May. 


Carried forward ......£ 


39,544,173 |19,128,076 


Amount 
in excess 
of that 
proposed. 


£ 


Amount 
in reduction 
of that 
proposed. 


£ 


129,283 |18,801,116 


ee eneeeee 


eeereeree 


eeeeerore 


eeoerrese 


@oeeccoce 


eeeeeceee 


@eevocvee 


eereeceoe 


——— 


129,283 


39,650 


74,052 


82,535 


126,957 


eeeeceseve 


36,500 


538,978 


229,542 


34,000 


66,300 


40,888 


70,309 


300,855 


97,148 


20,545,380 


Remarks. 


ee eeeeeeSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEOSFSSSEOeeee 


The Committee recommended that the southern 
wall be completed (about 350 feet), at a cost 
not exceeding £4,000. 

Consideration of the evidence given in the inquiry and the 
visit the Committee made to the district, led to the con- 
clusion that in view of the ordinarily good condition of 
the bar the work already carried out on the south side 
of the harbour is quite sufficient for the present require- 
ments of the port. 


The Committee recommended that the outhern breakwater 
be constructed to a length of 2,100 feet, at a cost not 

[ exceeding £26,000, such amount to be provided by 
applying to the carrying out of the southern breakwater 
the unexpended balance of the amount authorised for 
the construction of the works recommended by the 
Public Works Committee in 1898. 


The Committee were of opinion that the estimated cost of 
constructing the railway might be reduced to £2,000 per 
mile, but for the reasons principally that the district is 
not without railway facilities, and the traffic which the 
new line might attract would be largely that which now 
goes to existing lines, they considered that the con- 
struction of the railway might very fairly be postponed 
for some years. 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee resolved that it was not expedient the pro- 
posed dam and tramway be constructed, but they recom- 
mended that the Yancowinna diversion scheme be carried 
out by the Broken Hill Water Supply Company on the 
terms stated in No. 4 of their proposals, viz., that the 
company retain possession of their works until the 
expiration of their present lease, and construct the 
Yancowinna diversion, for the caryying out of which the 
company to be granted such extension of lease as may be 
necessary, based on actuarial computation, to enable 
them to recoup the outlay. 


In negativing the proposed railway the Com- 
mittee considered that the circumstances dis- 
closed by the inquiry did not justify the 
construction of the line. 


The Committee’s decision that it is not expedient the pro- 
posed railway should be constructed was based on the 
conviction that it is neither necessary nor advisable at 
the present time to connect the Lismore-Tweed railway 
with the Queensland line from Nerang to the Tweed 
Heads, as the district under present conditions is fairly 
well supplied with railway facilities, and there is no 
resason outside the question of benefiting the district to 
justify the immediate construction of the line. 

The traffic prospects of the proposed tramway 
being doubtful, and the probable annual loss 
on the line considerable, the Committee did 
not feel justified in recommending that the 


tramway be constructed. 

In view of the attitude of the Harbour Trust with regard 
to the proposed works, and the effect which the Western 
Suburbs sewerage scheme will have on the foreshores ef 
Hen and Chicken Bay, the Committee did not consider 
it expedient that the proposed reclamation should be 
carried out. : 

The Committee found that the only scheme within 
the financial capacity of the Grafton municipal 


councils was one which they would not have. 


From the evidence given in the inquiry it was apparent that 
the district is already fairly well supplied wtih railway 
and road facilities, that it has progressed and is stlil 
progressing under existing conditions, and that if the 
proposed railway were constructed it would be with the 
certainty of a considerable annual loss upon it, even 
though special carriage rates were pai.d 


The Committee recommended that the Yanco- 
winna Diversion Scheme be carried out at a 
cost not exceeding £30,000. 


The Committee found that the situation with regard to 
some of the country between the Murrumbidgee and the 
Lachlan rivers, which, when first railway extension to 
Hillston was proposed, it was intended the railway to 
Hillston should serve, has altered considerably since the 
line from Temora to Wyalong has been construeted, and 
that from Temora to Barellan authorised; and that the 
circumstances generally as disclosed by the inquiry a 
not justify the construction at the present time of a 
railway to Hillston by any of the routes which were 


eB ideration. e , F 
so Committee there is no sufficient 


f ini of the i f I 
x see at ter rocurimien ditig the construction of this rail- 
a put they think that if possible something should 


be done to improve those roads in the district which are 
said to be in a very bad condition. 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &0.~—coatinued. 


Dat Expenditure 
of Proposed Work, gag 
es Government. 
£ 
Brought forward..... £| 39,544,173 
1905. 
15 Sept. | Sydney Water Supply—| 115,509 
to Lower Canal, and Aque- 
20 Nov. duct Booth Town. 
15 Sept. | Scheme for Treatment of 55,381 
to Sewage at the Western 
28 Noy Suburbs Outfall on 
RockdaleSewage Farm. 
13 Oct. | Erection of the Mitchell. 114,044 
to Library as part of the 
31 Oct. National Library for 
the State. 
15 Sept. | Scheme of Sewerage for 66,000 
to the Iawarra Suburbs. 
1906. 
13 Nov. 
1905. 
13 Dec. | Scheme of Sewerage for 80,000 
to the Municipality of 
1906. Drummoyne. 
15 Nov. 
1905. 
14 Dec. | Railway from Mudgec to} 182,491 
to Cobborah. 
1906. 
21 Aug. 
3 Jan. | Barren Jack Storage] 1,574,008 
to Reservoir and Northern 
81 Qct. Murrumbidgee Irriga- 
tion Scheme. 
14 Sept. | Railway from Mudgee to] 175,989 
to Dunedoo, vid Canadian 
8 Oct. Lead. 
19 Sept. | Timber Wharf and Sheds, 36,500 
to Newcastle. 
7 Dec. 
1 Nov. | Pipe-line, Wallsend t- 538,000 
to Buttai—Newcastle and 
20 Nov District Water Supply. 
28 Noy. | Tramway from Wallsend 34,000 
to to West Wallsend 
1907. (Second Reference), * 
15 May 
1906. 
4 Dec. | Railway from Lockhart 129,526 
to to Clear Hills (Second 
1907. Neference).* 
10 July 
1906. 
13 Dec. | Railway from Narro- 119,366 
to mine to Peak Hill. 
1907. 
1) July. 
10 Jan. | Electric Tramway from 50,720 
to Harris-street,vid Miller- 
18 June, street, Abattoir-road, 
Glebe Island Bridge, 
and Weston-street, to 
Evans-street, Balmain. 
7 March} Electric Tramway from 64,219 
to Drummoyne to Epping, 
8 July vid Gladesville, Ryde, 
and the Field of Mars. 
1908. | Office Accommodation fos 62,676 
6 Feb. the Registrar-General’s 
to Branch, Chancery 
3 March Square, 


| Carried forward......£ 42,465, 602 


Expenditure 


recommended 


by. the 
Committee. 


£ 
19,128,076 
115,509 


55,381] 


120,444 


57,113 


111,000 


1,574,008 


175,989 


36,500 


58,000 


37,075 


149,681 


119,366 


39,669 


76,658 


fete 


Amount 
in excese 
of that 
proposed. 


£ 
129,283 


Coeoerece 


6,400 


Covecccee 


31,000 


boctetoce 


@eoocceore 


3,075 


20,155 


eeererros 


@eeroeece 


Oevccorce 


10,982 


Amount 
in reduction 
of that 
proposed, 


£ 
20,545,380 


eeeeoroee 


Ceoesrers 


8,887 


@e beeoee 


182,491 


teoeesoce 


erecerece 


eeecreree 


eeerecses 


Ceeroeece 


eceecerce 


erovoveve 


24, 550 


209,895 | 20,761,303 


prea ern Fe ET i np a ne te EIS ES 


Remarks, 


a he a SE - 7 


Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed, 


The Committee considered it expedient that not only the 
Mitchell Wing, but the complete building should be 
erected with stone elevations, instead of brick and stone 
as proposed, on the site in the Domain facing Macquarie- 
ttreet and adjoining Parliament House grounds, and 
that the Mitchell Branch should be proceeded with as 
early as possible. 


In this matter the Committee considered it expedient the 
proposed scheme be carried out, with the exception of 
constructing works for the disposal of the sewage, the 
postponement of that part of the scheme being advisable 
in order to await the result of inquiries with reference 
to extending the Western Suburbs Outfall to Long Bay 
or its vicinity. 


The Committee decided that it was not expedient that the 
scheme proposed (which was to erect septic tanks and 
filter-beds in Five Dock Bay) should be carried out, but 
that Drummoyne should be sewered by connecting the 
municipality with the sewerage system of the Western 
Suburbs. 


This proposal was negatived; the Committee 
recommending that the line be constructed 
from Mudgee to Dunedoo, vid Canadian Lead. 


The Committee recommended the carrying out of the 
Departmental scheme, with certain additions, at a cost 
not exceeding £1, 574, 008, and resolved that it was not 
expedient the scheme proposed by Mr, Robert Gibson 
should be adopted. 


Recommended as proposeds 
Fe 


Recommended as proposed, 
Recommended as proposed, 


Recommended with an alteration at the come 
mencement of the route. 


The Committee negatived the proposal as referred 
to them, and recommended that the line be 
constructed to Clear Hills, vid Boree Creek. 


In the matter of this railway also the Committee negatived 
the line ag referred to them, and recommended that it 
be constructed by a more westerly route submitted by 
the Railway Commissioners, expressing, at the same 
time, the opinion that, simultaneously, or with as little 
delay as possible, it should be extended from Peak Hill 
to Parkes. 


The Committee approved of the tramway as 
proposed, and recommended it as the first 
section of a tram-line from Balmain to Sydney, 
vid Glebe Island and Pyrmont Bridges. 


In the case of this tramway the Committee 
recommended that, for the present, the line be 
constructed as far as Hatton’s Flat, Ryde, 


The Committee approved of the proposed work 
being carried out, with a modification by which 
the external design should be of stone, instead 
of brick and stone, with a trachyte base, at an 
additional cost of £10,982. 
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Lisr of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continwed. 
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Date Expenaiture| Bxpenditure F cba : ac any 
ot Proposed Work, P the e te eli ie that on ay that Remarks, 
aay: Goverment, Committee. fds proposed. 
£ £ £ £ 
te Brought forward.,..... £/42,465,602 21,905,189 200,895 |20,761,308 
1907. 
19 June | Disposal of Sewerage from| 437,300 452,400 15,100 | eccseeee The Committee recommended the carrying out of 
to the Western, Southern, the gravitation scheme prepared by the De- 
12 Aug Illawarra, and Botany partment of Public Works, with modifications 
and Districts. as recommended by three English experts, the 
28 Nov total cost of the scheme not to exceed £452,400. 
to 
1908. 
9 July 
1907. 
19 Dec. | Railway, Cowra,  via| 234,163 103,451 deaaes rae 130,712 | In this case, the Committee recommended the 
to Canowindra, to Grega. carrying out of the railway as far as 
1908. Canowindra. 
2 July. 
21 Jan. | Railway, Kyogle to Coraki,| 159,862 SUULTAIS acc tac 72,745 | The railway from Kyogle to Coraki, via Casino, 
to via Casino. ; the Committee passed as far as Casino; the 
16 July section Casino to Coraki was negatived, 
28 Jan. | Electric Tramway, The 37,610 | OOLOMIEP cerase oxic sesseseee | Recommended as proposed, 
to Spit to Manly. 
26 June 
23 Jan. | Tramway, Sutherland to 31,270 SOT OU IM sense 86 secovevee | Recommended as proposed. 
to Cronulla. | 
9 Oct. 
28 Jan. | Deviation of Great West-| 149,427 T4427) | sercvoves sseeeseee | Recommended as proposed. 
to ern Railway line, to 
16 Nov. avoid portion of the 
Lithgow Zigzag, be- 
tween the Bottom Points | 
and the Coal Stage at | 
Eskbank.* | 
10 Feb. | Electric Tramway, Dul- YACSCTL |. Lcceepodtte 4 aaasedc oct 26,771 | In negativing the proposed tramway, the Com- 
to wich Hill Tramway mittee considered that the circumstances dis- 
3 Nov Terminus to Ashfield. closed by the inquiry did not justify the con- 
struction of the line by any one of the routes 
which were under consideration, 
21 Dec. | Completion of Fisher 32,064 32,064 | scoesces Neate Recommended as proposed, 
t Library, Sydney Uni- 
1909. versity. 
20 May. 
11 Jan. | Electric Tramway, Mili- Siete be 27,814) cons nada seseeeeee, | Recommended as proposed. 
to tary-road, North | 
20 May. Sydney, to Cremorne 
Point. 
llJan.| Electric Tramway, 22 OL DMME seneccecere lie seccess te 22,075 | The Committce considered it not expedient that 
to Waverley to Bronte. this tramway, as referred to them, should be 
4 June. carried out; but they expressed the opinion 
that when an extension of the present tram- 
line at Waverley to Bronte Beach shall be 
made it should be from the existing terminus 
by way of Macpherson-street. 
7 Jan. | Railway, Moree to Mun-| 285,889 | 285,889 | ........ wanents The Committee recommended that this line 
to gindi. should be constructed, with a deviation by 
4 Jure which the portion of the line between Bogree 
or Ashley and Garah shall go northwards to 
| the south bank of the Wallon Creek at Wallon, 
| and to a point at Garah on the south bank of 
the Gil Gil Creek, close to the bridge which 
crosses the creek there. 
1908. 
22 Jan. | Breakwater on northern 208,500 | SCaseemeid seeses AD 208,500 | In negativing this proposal the Committee sub- 
to side of entrance to the mitted that all the present requirements of 
1909. Clarence River, - the port could be provided for by means of 
26 Aug | dredging. 
6 Jan. | Railway, Coramba to} 230,073 | ce... cOveOnE : 230,073 | In this case the Committee negatived the pro- 
to Dorrigo. posal as referred, but they recommended that 
12 Nov a line be constructed from Glenreagh to Dorrigo, 
18 Jan. | Great Western Duplica-| 120,000 120,O00S i itstesscee |e vere se» | Recommended as proposed, 
to tion, Emu Plains to 
12 Nov Blaxland. 
18 Jan. | South Coast Railway De-| 205,000 | 205,000 eecodvacy {Ul seeeevers Recommended as prorssed. 
to viation between Water- 
12 Nov fall and Otford. 
1909. | ‘ ’ Fee 
15 Jan. | Railway, Peak Hill toj 108,392) ........ Co gieareyes 108,392 | The Committee negatived this proposed iia 
to Parkes, but expressed the opinion that the line should 
17 Sept. be con:idered when the question of the con- 
structio of a cross-country line from the north 
to the west, or from: ‘he west to the south, is 
| _undeer investigation. 
Carried forward ...... £/44,781,812 |23,437,231 | 215,995 [21,560,576 


| eee eee 
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‘List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued. 


Expenditure | Expenditure 


of Proposed Work. proposed j|recommended 
angety. Gee onk Guateditions 
£ £ 
aa Brought forward....... £/44,781,812 |23,437,231 
23 Dec. | Railway, Bega to Eden.| 475,536 |... 
to (Third reference. )* 
1909. 
26 July 
1908. 
23 Dec. | Tramway, Bomaderry to DOSB2: || Peaesescs : 
to Jervis Bay. 
1910. 
4 May 
15 Jan. | Remodelling of Parlia- 74,051 146,000 
to mentary Buildings, 
12 Oct. Sydney. 
4 Mar. | Extension of Northern) 102,500 90,000 
to Breakwater at New- 
13 Oct. castle Harbour  En- 
trance. 
9 Feb. | Sewerage for Municipality 45,700 45,700 
to of Goulburn. 
1 Oct, 
4 Feb. | Sewerage for Municipality 26,500 26,500 
to of Lithgow. 
6 Oct. 
16 Nov. | Hospital for the Insane,| 144,800 144,800 
to Morisset, 
30 Nov 
1909. : 
11 Jan. | Railway, Hermidale to} 130,330 120,000 
to Nymagee. 
1910 
20 July 
23 Nov. | Hospital for the Insane,| 178,020 178,020 
to Orange. 
1910. 
13 Aug 
1909. 
20 Dec. | Scheme of Water Supply} 359,000 359,000 
to for Broken Hill from 
1910. Umberumberka 
11 July Creek.* 
1909. 
16 Dec. | Scheme of Sewerage for 24,000 24,000 
to Municipality of Orange. 
1910. 
3 Aug 
1909. 
14 Dec. | Scheme of Sewerage for 34,500 34,500 
to Municipality of Albury. 
1910. 
27 July 
1909. . 
15 Dec. | Scheme of Sewerage for 42,000 42,000 
to Municipality of 
1910. Bathurst. 
6 Aug 
1910 ' 
5 Jan. | Sewerage for Vaucluse ... 83,000 83,000 
to 
11 Aug 
7 Jan. | Sewerage for Botany and 72,800 72,800 
to North Botany. 
6 Aug 
6 Jan. | Sewerage for Municipality 41,000 41,000 
to of Wagga Wagga. 
21 July 
11 Jan. | Completion of Harbour; 150,000 150,000 
to Works at entrance. to; 
13 July the Manning River. 
12 Jan. | Water Supply from the} 68,390 68,390 
to Nymboida River for 
16 July: the Municipalities of 
Z Grafton - and South 
Grafton, 
13 Jan. | Water Supply for Muni- 60,714 60,714 
to cipality of Junee. 
19 Aug 
1 Feb. | Railway, Glenreagh to) 343,146 | 343,146 
to Dorrigo. 
17 June —_—_- 
Carried forward ...... £47,297,661 |25,466,801 


Remarks. 


Amount Amount 
in excess | in reduction 
of that of that, 
proposed. proposed. 
£ £ 
215,995 |21,560,576 
aCRESC OEE 475,536 
Saleeans : 59,862 
71,949 agarose ge 
adnooectic 12,500 
meseaewes 10,330 
287,944 |22,118,804 


With reference E the proposed railway from 
Bega to Eden, the Committee were of opinion 
that it was not expedient to carry out the 
proposal. The district, so far as the popula- 
tion, production, and possibilities of develop- 
ment are concerned, remains practically in the 
same condition as when a former Committee 
reported on the proposed line in 1903. 

The Committee were opposed to the construction 
of this proposed tramway, but they expressed 
the opinion from the evidence tendered that con- 
sideration might be given to a proposal to ex- 
tend the railway from Bomaderry to Jervis Bay. 

The Committee recommended the carrying out 
of the revised scheme submitted by the Govern- 
ment Architect, the total cost, exclusive of 
contingencies, not to exceed £146,000. 

The Committee negatived the work as submitted, 
but recommended that the northern break- 
water be extended 420 feet, and that simul- 
taneously the southern breakwater should be 
carried out an equa! distance. > 


Recommended as proposed. 
Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed, 
Recommended with certain conditions 


Recommended as proposed; 
Recommended as proposed 
Recommended as proposed. 
Recommended as proposed. 
Recommended as proposed, 


Recommended as proposed. 
Recommended as proposed, 
Recommended as proposed. 
Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &e—continued. 


Date 
of 


inquiry. 


18 vs an. 
30 Nov: 


31 pe 
9 Nov. 


Expenditure 
; proposed 
Proposed Work. by the 
Government. 
£ 
Brought forward ......£/47,297,661 

Railway, Muswellbrook} 201,784 
to Merriwa. 

Goods Railway, Fleming-| 707,994 
ton to Belmore, and 
Wardell-road to Glebe 
Island and Darling 
Island. 

Amplification and Im-| 557,700 
provement of the Water 
Supply of the City. of 
Sydney and environs. 

Wharfage at Carrington,| 531,500 
Port of Newcastle. 

Electric Tramway, Darley- 81,763 
road, Randwick, to 
Little Coogee. 

Railway, Tullamore to} 124,385 
Tottenham. 

Railway, Forbes to Stock-| 293,929 
inbingal. 

Railway, Parkes to Peak} 108,392 
Hill* (second _ refer- 
ence). 

Railway from Barellan 94,388 
towards Hillston. 

Railway from Wagga} 387,271 
Wagga to Tumberumba. 

Railway from Bowning 2,164 
to Burrowa. 

Railway from Dunedoo| 256,019 
to Coonabarabran. 

Railway from Perthville| 200,740 
to Burraga. 

Railway from Finley to 46,868 
Tocumwal. 

Railway from Condobolin| 1,207,026 
to Broken Hill.* 

Tramway from Phillip- 53,599 
street to King-street, 

North Botany. 

Construction of Yards on| 159,670 
the Abattoir area, 
Homebush, for the dis- 
position and sale of 
live stock, 

New Premises for the 80,787 
Government Printing 
Office. 

Southern Breakwater, 54,000 
Newcastle Harbour 
entrance. 


Carried forward........ £/52,607,640 | Gch ela AE SST lve 805,348 | s19,600 319,690 |23,12: 23,121,982 


Expenditure 
recommended 
by the 
Committee. 


£ 
(25,466,801 
233,530 


707,994 


557,700 


120,000 


81,763 


124,385 


293,929 


108,392 


387,271 


eeoeeseed 


46,868 


1,207,026 


eeeeresee 


159,670 


54,000 


Amount 
in excess 
of that 
(ROIS Se oat AOE ts Sas rai 6-2 te int 6 


Amount 
in reduction 
of that 
proposed. 


£ 
esi 944 (22,118,804 


31,746 


woveseree 


woveoeree 


soeeeene 


eeeeesnee 


evens 


eetoovese 


eoreee 


ee eoeseve 


abeeeeeee 


411,500 


eeecveeee 


94,388 


162,164 


eoeoee 


200,740 


deboveee 


eeecresoe 


80,787 


Remarks. 


The Committee recommended the construction of 
the proposed railway with a deviation through 
Denman and along the eastern side of the Goul-. 
burn River to Wybong Creek. 

Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee recommended a modification of 
the proposed scheme as referred to them, such 
modification to consist of the construction of 
wharfage along the line of dolphins on the 
western side of the Basin, at an estimated cost 
(exclusive of land resumption) of £120,000. 

Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee recommended the construction 
of the proposed railway with a deviation to the 
east. 

In the case of this proposed railway, the Com- 
mittee recommended the carrying out of the 
proposal with a deviation to the west. 


With reference to the proposed railway from 
Parkes to Peak Hill, the construction of the 
line as referred, with a deviation to the west 
of Alectown, was recommended by the Com- 
mittee. 


The Committee negatived the proposal as referred 
to them, but recommended that consideration 
be given to a line from Barellan along the 

northern bank of Mirrool Creek to the site of 
the irrigation township proposed to be estab- 
lished at Mirrool Creek. 


Recommended, with a deviation to the east. 


In this case the Committee recommended a line 
from Galong to Burrowa instead of from 
Bowning to Burrowa as proposed. 

Recommended, with a deviation via the river 
route. 


The Committee negatived the proposal as re- 
ferred, but recommended the construction of 
a line from Tarana, towards Burraga, via 
Oberon. 


Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee negatived this proposal. The 
absence of population in the district to be 
served, and the possibility of the construction 
of a suburban railway, influenced the Com- 
mittee in arriving at this conclusion. 

Recommended as proposed. 


In the case 8f the new premises for the Govern- 
ment Printing Office, the Committee negatived 
the proposal as submitted, but recommended 
that the present building be extended along the 
Phillip-street and Macquarie-lane frontages as 
far as the Public Works Offices. 

Recommended as proposed. 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &e.—continued., 


Date 
of 


inquiry. 


1912. 


9 Jan. 


to 
25 Mar. 
1911. 
7 Nov. 
to 
1912. 
22 July. 
1911. 
9 Nov. 
to 
1912. 


21 June. 


12 Mar. 
to 
16 May. 


1912. 


11 Sept. | 


1911. 
23 Nov. 
to 
1912, 
21 Nov. 
1911. 
5 Dee. 
to 
1Ji2. 
4 Sent. 
1911. 
21 Nov. 
to 
1912, 


8 Sept. 


Water Supply for the Mu- 


Proposed Work. 


proposed 
by the 


Brought forward ......£ 
Railway, Bomaderry to 
Jervis Bay. | 


Railway, Galong to Bur- 


£ 
52,607,640 
217,656 


81,674 


Towa. 


Railway, Barellan  to- 
wards Mirool. 
New Offices for the De-| 
partment of Public In-| 
struction. 


Amplification of Plant, 
State Brickworks, 
Homebush Bay. 

Railway, Wyalong to 
Hillston, via Rankin’s 
Springs. 


Railway, Wyalong, via 
Ungarie, to Lake Cud- 
gellico. 


Building for the purpose 
of a Teachers’ College. 


Sewerage for the Munici- 
pality of Dubbo. 


Sewerage for the Munici- 
pality of West Maitland. 


Sewerage for the Munici- 
pality of Tamworth. 


nicipality of Inverell. 


Tramway, Broadmeadow 
to Waratah. 


Extension of the Northern 
Breakwater, Port 
Kembla. 


Electric Tramway, Belle- 
vue Hill to Bondi 
Beach. 


Carried forward . 


96,000 


40,000 


40,000 


351,735 


232,944 | 


55,009 


35,800 


47,200 


182,350 


26,235 


54,146,768 por 962 


Government.| Committee. 


Expenditure Expenditure | 


recommended 
by the 


£ 
29,805,348 


81,674 
96,000 


63,150 


40,000 


seer eeees 


232,944 


69,027 


35,800 


54,500 


47,200 


eeceoscon 


37,334 


182,350 


26,235 


Amount 
in excess 
of that 


Amount 
in reduction 
of that 


proposed. | proposed. 


£ 
319,690 


eeeretcos 


aeevccoce 


eeeecreces 


14,027 


eeeeceres 


eet eseeee 


£ 
25,121,982 


217,656 


eobeecece 


351,735 


eeecocare 


eeeeerees 


40,700 


356,867 |23,732,073 


Remarks. 


In arriving at the conclusion that it was inexpedient 
the proposed Railway from Bomaderry to Jervis 
Bay be constructed the Committee, in view of 
the indefinite information respecting the estab- 
lishment by the Commonwealth of communica- 
tion between Canberra and Jervis Bay, and the 
general poorness of the country along the 
proposed route, suggested that the question of 
forming a connection between Bomaderry and 
Jervis Bay might, with advantage, be allowed to 
stand over. 

Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee recommended the carrying out of 
the proposed new offices for the Department of 
Public Instruction with alterations, by which 
the external design shall be of stone, instead of 
brick and stone, at an additional cost of £5,'50, 
by which the basement design shall be amended 
at an additional cost of £1,600, and the height 
of the building increased by two storeys, at 
an additional cost, including the strengthening 
of the foundations, of £16,000. 

Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee negatived the proposal as re- 
ferred, but recommended that consideration 
be given to the construction of a line from 
Barmedman to Hillston. 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee approved of the construction of 
the Building for the purpose of a Teachers’ 

| College, with alterations by which the top 
storey shall be extended at an additional cost 
of £9,650, and by which provision shall be 
made for an assembly hall, and the conseqtent 
modification at an additional cost of £4,377, 
and they recommended the adoption of the site 
within the University Grounds, on _ the 
southern side of the Engineering school. 

Recommended as proposed, 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee recommended the carrying out 
of this proposed work, but not until satis 
factory arrangements have been made between 
the Department of Public Works and the 
Tamworth Municipal Council for the installa- 
tion of an adequate water supply. 

The Committee negatived the proposal as re 
ferred, but recommended that immediate 
consideration be given to the question of, ob- 
taining a water supply from some other source. 


In this case the Committee recommended the 
construction of the line aleng Moira-road, 
Broadmeadow-road, George Town road, High- 
street, and Bridge street. 


Recommended as proposed. 


| Recommended as proposed. 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &e,—continued , 


Expenditure 


Date eee is Amount : oe 
Me b) ve) mm Xo reduction ly 
Toquiry. ee "by the ee by the y Phoeeee |e ontat Remarks 
Government, | Committee. proposed. proposed, 
} 
a £ o £ 
oat Brought forward ...£) 54,146,768 | 30,771,562 356,867 | 23,732,073 
16 Nov.) Railway, Henty to Days- 214,130 LSSEBOR TY, comccrhone 75,980 | The Committee recommended the construction 
to dale. of this proposed line as far as Billabong Creek, 
1912. with the deviation recommended by the Chief 
18 Nov, Railway Commissioner. 
14 Mar. | Improving Gradient, 525,966 525,966 ae hate ME Comaccuene Recominended as proposed, 
to Great Southern Line, 
20 Nov. between Cullerin and 
Harden. | ; 
29 July | New General Hospital at 46,558 | 66,731 PAO) |) AReqeacde The Committee recommended the carrying out 
to Newcastle. - of scheme B atan estimated cost of £66,731, 
1913 
5 Mar 
1912. 
30 July | Railway, Clear Hills to} 128,750 re aches Bee 128,750 | Negatived, 
to Mulwala. 
26 Nov 
1911. ; 
19 Dec. | Railway, Booyong to 100,715 122,000 DA eats) |) osBeosaaao The Committee recommended the construction of 
to Ballina. * the proposed Railway at an estimated cost of 
1913. £122,000, with a grade of 1 in 50, and a devia- 
2 May tion as shown on the plan accompanying the 
report. 
9 Jan. | Railway, Craboon to 110,580 LIOSSSOR ME sass oe ai r Recommended as proposed, 
to Coolah, 
5 May, 
1912, r : 
4 Noy. | Laying-out an area of land 425,000 150,009 aetna 275,000 | The Committee recommended the carrying out of 
to and erecting thereon the scheme at a cost not exceeding £150,900, 
1913. certain dwelling-houses , 
19 June.| under the Housing Act. 
6 Mar. | Water Supply for Tam- 22,600 22,690 Bo A) eee rere . | Recommended as proposed, 
to worth. * 
4 Mar. | Improvements to the 209,300 an seen 209,300 | The Committee negatived the proposal as re- 
to entrance of the Nam- ferred, but recommended that the entrance be 
bucca River.* kept open for trade by dredging. 
3 Mar. | Improvements to the JOStSOURIND sacetceees | sesccetes 153,430 | The Committee negatived the proposal as re- 
to entrance of the Bellin- | ferred, but recommended that the entrance be 
gen River,* | kept open for trade by dredging. 
1911. | 
7 Dec. | Breakwater, Northern 231,600 180,000 Aree 51,600 | The Committee recommended this proposal, at 
to side of the entrance t« an estimated cost of £180,000, 
1913. the Clarence River.* 
25 June 
1912. : 
8 July, | Scheme of [Improvements 190,009 19050005 | 9) <a. apace |) aogeoobape Recommended as proposed, 
to to afford additiona’ 
1913 shipping facilities at 
26 June Ceff’s Harbour, 
1912. 
2 Oct. | Bridge to connect Sydney| 1,592,000 2,700,000} 15158;000)) sees. | The Committee recommended the construction 
to and North Sydney. (without (with of a Bridge to connect Sydney and North 
pee railway.) | railway.) Sydney, at an estimated cost of £2,750,000. 
18 Ju | 
23 i Railway, Grafton toSouth 202,527 Qo ree ishecas ith Ms sense ... | The Committee recommended the construction 
to Grafton, of this line, witha deviation to the south of 
6 June Oliver-stieet, as shown on the plan accompany- 
1912 ing the report, 
26 Sept. | Railway, Chatswood tc QEGD0SaR ER tee cake ay | 266,504 | Negatived. 
to Eastwood, | 
1913. 
15 May | 
1911. ; 
30 Nov. | Floating Dock at the Port 110, COUR me LLOCOOG TY © veccseee din), saxsgeres _ Recommended as proposed. 
to of Newcastle, | 
1913 | 
14 July 
1912. - | | 
7 Mar. | Railway, Wellington to G30, 90701 emis ‘ 635,957 | Negatived. 
to Werris Creek, | | 
1913. | 
1 Sep / | 
1912. | | | 
7 Mar, | Railway, Dubboto Werris 639,636 _ (BEL GBIO dl” ecoresne | teen Recommended as proposed. 
to Creek, | | 
1912. | 
28 Aug 


Carried forward 


£| 59,952,021 


~ 


* Works niarked with an astcri:k haye been referred to the Committee 


more than once. 


68 


3 June 
15 Sept. 
27 June 


to 
1 Nov. 


26 


Last of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &e.—continued. 


| Expenditure Expenditure Amount , Amount 
Propet ci, ‘| Brongeed esimmenst fa nateos | Enea ee Remarks 
Government.) Committee. | proposed. proposed. 
£ £ £ £ e 
Brought forward — ...£] 59,952,021|35,979,752 | 1,556,325 |25,528,594 : 
Railway, Gilgandra to| 551,584 | .....00 : sewnieanes 551,584 | Negatived, 
Curlewis. 
Government Printing] 132,165 | 132,165 |  .....00. seoosseee | Recommended as proposed. 
Office, Phillip-street.* 
Railway Extension to} 80,000 | 136,114 56,114 | ....0000¢ | Recommended, that railway extension be carried 
Botany. out from Sydenham to Botany. 
Railway, Coonabarabran) 369,025 | 369,025 |  .....e00 seoseeeee | Recommended with a deviation. 
to Burren Junction. 
Railway, Gilgandra to) 277,100 81,600 Roe eausis 195,500. | Recommended, as far as Collie 
Quambone, via Collie. 
Railway, Warren to] 183,600 Aeleerewitis Babe ebee 183,600 | Negatived: 
Quambone. 
Subway, from Circular] 1,338,974 | ...c.00 seovsseee | 1,338,974 | Negatived. 
Quay, via Fort Mac- 
quarie and Kirribilli 
Point, to Lavender Bay, 
for Railway communi- 
cation between Sydney 
and North Sydney. 
Railway, Canowindra to 94,873 ESTER |  adgando sessesese | Recommended with a deviation. 
Eugowra. 
Railway, Grenfell to} 100,000 | ......... | seo eset 100,000 | Negatived. 
Warraderry. | 
Railway, Mirool to Hill-| 253,750 253,100 jl) erases a secseeeee | RECOMMended with a deviation. 
ston. 
Railway, Barmedman to} 417,435 ddd ll deeataeees 143,308 | Recommended, as far as Rankin’s Springs. 
Hillston. 
Premises for the accom- 84,000 84,000 | ..soeveee eee Recommended as proposed. 
modation of the De- 
partment of Agricul- 
ture. 
Railway, Roslyn to 81,338 15535 sures tess ses a Recommended as proposed. 
Taralga, 
Railway, Manilla ‘to Bog-| “2355901 | ceissces. | desecese’s 235,901 | Negatived. 
gabri. 
Railway, Crookwell to) 501,200 | 147,686 | ......... 353,514 | Recommended as far as Wheeo, a distance of 
Cowra. approximately 22 miles. 
Railway, Richmond to B5,781. 0 945,781 ||) eae el ae aboooNG Recommended as proposed. 
Kurrajong. | 
| | 
Railway, Tarana via) 457,947 941,702 | Weer stone 316,245 | Recommended as far as Oberon. 
Oberon, to Burraga. | 
Railway, Combaning to} 122,400 | ...cs.coe |  seseovese "122,400 | Negatived. 
Methuel. ; 
Carried forward £/65,279,094 |37,821,913 | 1,612,439 |29,069,620 


* Works marked with an asterisk have been referred to the Commitice more than onces 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &e.—continued. 


Expenditure} Expenditure 


Amount 


of Proposed Wotk. Peonaned ake ape in excess 
inquiry Goverment: Caanlttes, ne. 
£ § = 
Brought forward _ ...£65,279,094 |37,821,913 | 1,612,439 
1913. |. 
25 June | Government Timber, 116,210 PUG; ZIONS ccccecens 
to Depot, Uhr’s Point. 
1915. 
9 Feb. 
1913. 
12 Sept. | Water Supply for Coota-) 935,300 | ........- eaacenees 
to mundra, Temora, Bar- 
1915, medman, Wyalong, 
30 Jan. Wallendbeen, Murrum- 
burrah, Young, and 
Grenfe]J. 
1913. 
27 Aug. | Deviation, Main Southern| 627,000 | 627,000 | ......... 
to line between Picton 
1914. and Mittagong. 
27 Oct. 
4 Aug. | Wood-blocking portion of} 42,294 POOR Fe cccengess 
to Oxford-street, Sydney. 
1915. 
4 Feb, 
1914, 
27 June | Deviation of authorised) 190,000 190,000 |: cerevsese 
to goods Railway Line to 
23 Nov Darling Island as be- 
tween ,the head of 
Rozelle Bay and 
Pyrmont. 
26 Nov. |. Deviation of Main} 284,050 Q3COSOME sedecrees 
ete Western Line of Rail- 
1915. way between Bowen- 
4 Feb fels and Diwana. 
1914. | 
26 Nov. | Deviation of Illawarra) 273,000 DIS.OOON  srcccase 
to Railway Line between 
1915. Otford and Clifton. 
3 Feb. 
1914, 
18 May | Railway, Canowindra to} 152,667 |  ..cccosce | ceseeeeee 
to Grega. 
1915. 
12 Mch. 
1914. | Tramway from Burns Bay DAI2ER | iseesiasts. (i adececexs 
18 May Road to Figtree Bridge. 
to 
1915. 
10 June 
1914, 
4 June | Enlarging the Northern) 498,000 498,000 vesvore 
to Canal, Murrumbidgee 
1915. Irrigation Scheme. 
16 June 
1914, 
31 July | Tramway, Norton-street, SIS TSU E Mateestete lbs ceeetwess 
to Leichhardt, to  Ash- 
1916. field. 
11 Feb. 
1914. 
31 July | Tramway, Enfield to 25,171 Serena ‘ SARA 
to Strathfield, 
1916, | 
8 April, | 
1912, | 
19 Aug. | Works for the Manu-| 40,000] ...... eye. fs anoaeees . 
to facture of Portland | 
30 Sept., Cement. | 
and ; 
1914, 
2 Oct., 
to 
1915. 
21 Oct. 
Carried forward £ 68,519,909 (39,765,173 | 1,612,439 


Amount 
in reduction 
of that 
proposed. 


eer eetoes 


935,300 


Ceeeesven 


31,878 


25,171 


40,000 


30,367,175 


Remarks. 


The Committee recommended that, inasmuch as 
at the time of the reference the whole of the 
work was under construction and nearing com 
pletion with moneys, the expenditure of which 
had been authorised by Parliament, it was 
expedient the work should be completed at the 
estimated cost of £116,210. 


Negatived. In this case the Committee recom- 
mended that further consideration should be 
given to the question of providing local water 
supplies. 


Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee recommended, in view of the 
arrangement arrived at between the Govern- 
ment and the municipalities interested, 
that improvement of portion of Oxford-street, 
fronting Centennial Park, be carried out as 
agreed, at an estimated cost of £9,000. 


| Recommended as proposed. 


Of the three sections the Committee recommended 
the carrying out of Nos. 1 and 2. No. 3 was 
referred in error. 


Recommended as proposed. 


Negatived. 


The Committee negatived the proposal as re- 
ferred, but recommended that consideration be 
given to the question of connecting the Sydney 
and North Sydney lines as suggested by the 
Chief Commissioner for Railways. 


Recommended as proposed. 


Negatived. 


Nogatived. 


Negatived. The Committee recommended that 
consideration be given to the establishing and 
equipping of works for the manufacture of 
Portland Cement at a site at Carlos Gap. 


=e 


{ 
| 


Date 
of 
Inquiry. 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continwed: 


Proposed Work, 


Expenditure 


proposed 
by the 


Government. 


1915. 
18 Feby. 
to 
9 Nov. 


25 Feby. 


28 Sept. 
10 Feby. 
to 
S Nov. 


1 Oct. 
3 Mar. 
to 
8 Sept. 


24 Mar. 
to 
30 Sept. 
26 Feby. 
to 
1€16. 
28 Feby. 
1915. 


J 
la) 
fossa 
i 


(ae 
>) 


~~ 
Ss 
Oo 
Q 
t+ 
° 


24 June. | 


1915. | 
2 Dec. to 
1916. 
24 June. 


16 Feby. 
to 
28 June. 


1913. 
27 June 
to 

1914, 
EOct: 
June } 
to 
1916. 

7 Aug. 
-1914. 
‘5 May 

> t6 


eae ee — 


aa 


| Railway, 


} 


Brought forward ...£ 

Erection of Dwellings for| 
Workmen on Crown 
Lands at North Stock- 
ton, near Newcastle, 
under the provisions 
of the Housing Act, 
1912. 

Water Supply 
Bathurst. 


for 


Water Supply for the| 
town of Portland and 
its environs. 

Water Supply for the 
Municipality of 
Orange. 


Water Supply for the 
Municipality of Glen 
Innes. 

Water Supply for the 
Municipality of Yass. 


Water Supply for the 
Municipality of Inve- 
rell. 

Augmentation of 
Hunter District Water’ 
Supply, by the con- 
struction of a Dam on 
the Chichester River. | 

Bulk handling of Wheat. 


the 


Molong to 


Dubbo. 


i Manufacture of Portland| 


Cement at Carlos Gap. 


Water Supply for the 
Municipality of Bowral 


System of Sewerage for 
the Municipality of 
Wollongong. 


Augmentation of Sydney 
Water Supply by the 
construction of a Dam 
on the Cordeaux River.| 

Railway, TBarraba 

Bingara. 


to, 


Railway, Guyra to In- 
verell. 


Railway, Glen Innes to 
Inverell.* | 


Carried forward 
| 


Expenditure’ 


recommended 


by the 
Committee. 


ee 
68,519,909 | 39,765,173 


220.000 1" Mertentas 
| 
E6000g 2 eevee 
T9004" Picscen: 
49,160 49,160 
| 
33,900 38,900 
37,640 37,640 
70,660 | — 70,600-| 
1,049,000 | 1,049,000 
| 
| 
547,802 547,802 
3,871 | alas Sra 
22,000 | 27,000 
43,500 43,500 
490,000 | 490,000 
ees ae ee 
| 
| 
{9 lg © a ere a 
BOS, 8937 4 bese 
£ 72,395,052 | 42,207,649 | 


Amount 
in reduction 
of that 
proposed. 


Amount — 
in excess 
of that 
proposed. 


. 
30,367,175 
229,000 


£ 
1,612,439 


penvetred 


Ce se 


eevee 
Dee eetoee 
eeneey 


CC eectberes 


378,823 


361,251 


368,893 


1,612,439 | 31,799,842 


* Works marked with an asterisk have been referred to the Committee more than ones, 


Remarks 


Negatived, 


The Committee negatived the proposal as sub- 
mitted, as they considered that the existing 
supply is capable of further development to 
meet requirements. é 

The Committee rejected the proposed scheme, 2s 
they were of opinion that consideration should 
be given to an extension of the existing service. 

In recommending this proposal, the Committee 
were of opinion that inasmuch as it had been 
shown that portion of the scheme as referred 
to the Committee was carried out during the 
inquiry, and commitments were entered into 
for same to the amount of £18,350, it was 
expedient the scheme should be completed at 
a total estimated cost of £49,160. 

Recommended as proposed. 


The Committee recommended the carrying out of 


this scheme, provisionally upon a satisfactory 
agreement being made with the Railway Com- 
missioners. _ 

Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


SP 


Withdrawn from Committee by resolution of the 
Legislative Assembly, 14 Marcl, 1916. 


Recommended with a deviatior1. 


Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


Recommended as proposed. 


| Recommended as proposed, 


Negatived, 


Negatived. 


Negatived, 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued. 


Amount Amount 


Bxpenditure Expenditure E i | puss 
x 
aes Proposed Work. Pee ees py the : “ot that vee that. Remarks, 
5 Sorgen Committee. | proposed, proposed. 
= i re 
rs £ £ £ 
Brought forward ...... £'72,395,052 |42,207,649 | 1,612,439 '31,799,842 
1914. 
& Dec. to} Railway, Murwillumbah! 238,660 | ..cccccce | ccscceeee 238,660 | Negatived. 
1916. to the Tweed Heads.* | 
5 Aug. 
s 1915: 
2 Oct. to 
1916. | 
20 Oct. | Sewerage Scheme for; 1,602,000 | 1,602,000 | ........ : svecceee | Recommended as propcsed, 
Granville, Auburn, and) 
Rookwood. 
1915. 
31 May | Tramway from the Belle-| 30,377 | ...seeeee Eotaiates 30,377 | Negatived. 
to vue Hill Tramway to 
1916. Watson’s Bay ‘Tram- 
11 Nov. way, near Double Bay. 
1915. 
10 Nov. | Railway, Regent’s Park! 118,676 LIS,G7G 7) Vesscvers | seecoeene Recommended ag proposed 
to to Cabramatta. 
1916 
29 Sept 
1916. 
22-can.) Railway, Picton Lakes} 197,171 | cccoccsoe- | coses Ade 197,171 | Negatived. 
to to Yerranderie. 
10 Nov | 
1915 . 
2 Oct. to, System of Sewerage with) 2,236,000 | 2,236,000 | .......0. | cecseeeee Recommended as froposed, 
1916. ocean outfall for the 
14 Sept. Northern Suburbs of 
Sydney. | 
1915. 
Eeenov- | alway, Bankstown. to} 174,235 | s...0c0000 | sssconees 174,235 | Negatived. 
to Liverpool. 
1916. 
7 Oct. 
1916. | 
15 Feb. | Railway, Cobar to the} 24,863 | 18,568 | ........ 6,295 | Recommended at a reduced cost of £18,368, 
to C.S.A. Mines. 
10 Aug 
1916. 
15 Feb. | Railway, Thornton to! 180,468 | .....cc00 | > seecseees 180,468 | Negatived. 
to Aberdare. | 
29 Sept 
1916 | 
5 Sept. | Deviation of the Main) 143,210 | 143,210 | .cssece | seseee .. | Reccmmended as proposed, 
to Northern Line between | 
28 Sept. Singleton and Nundah. 
| | 
1916. | | 
5 Sept. | Deviation of the Great 115,000) 115,000 | ......... se anecere Recommended as proposed, 
to Western Railway  be- | 
28 Sept. tween Raglan and | 
Kelso. 
1916. 
20 Sept. | New Premises for the, 274,000 DTLLOOOII@ vec cecsece: a le racsseeres Recommended as proposed, 
to Government Printing 
18 Nov. Office.* 
1916. 
5 Sept. | Duplication and Devia- B7,500 | 57,200 b. sisessces | secsoeees Recommended as proposed. 
~ to tion of the Main West- 
28 Sept. ern Line between 
Locksley and Wambool. 
18 Oct. he 
to Railway, Yanco to} 187,357 IS2%,357 |. .escovee veces | Recommended as proposed, 
25 Nov. Griffith. / 
1912. | 
6 Sept. to | | 
1913. |. é 
30 Oct. | Railway, Bomaderry to} 285,561) ...... netar Nsw ews at 285,561 | Negatived. 
1914. Captain’s Point, Jervis | 
4 Aug. to} Bay. 
1916. | 
2 Dec 
2 Nov. | System of Sewerage for| 1,240,000 | 1,240,000 | ....csec. | seceeeee Recommended as proposed 
to the Canterbury, Camp- | 
9 Dee. sic, Belmore and 
Bankstown districts. 
Carried forward...... £79,499,930 | 48,199,760) 1,612,439] 32,912,609 


RO igen se epee ipa te eve oe 


* Works marked with an azterisk have been referred to the Committee more than ounce. 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &c.—continued. 


Date Expenditure} Exp2nditure) Amount {| Amount 
va Proposed mone ||" yepasod. prcamimany]  caseet | in teraction Remarks 
anquiry. Government.| Committee. | proposed. | proposed. 
£ £ £ £ 
3 Brought forward .....£| 79,499,930) 48,199,760) 1,612,439) 32,912,609 
1912. 
13 Feby.| Railway, Jerilderie to] 176,031 | ........ RMI Weaere a iss 176,031 | The Committee recommended that the considera. 
to Deniliquin. tion of this line be postponed until the policy 
1913. | of the Government has been determined in 
27 Feby. regard to the purchase of the Montes eaten 
1914. Railway. - 
8 Oct. 
to 
1916. 
20 Dec. 
81 Oct. | Tramway from Burns Bay 44,332 |  ccccccace CEO 44,332 | Negatived, t 
to road, Longueville, to) - 
22 Dee. the Ryde Tramway, via 
Figtree Bridge. 
81 Oct. | Tramway from Bondi-| 49,445 |  cesccvese aaa cecses 49,445 | Negatived. 
to road to. Bronte, via 
21 Dec. York-road, Birrell- 
street, and Murray- 
street 
81 Oct. | Tramway from Cook’s 2760 | So seececves eaacanves 24,570 | Negatived. 
to River road to Rock- 
22 Dec. dale, via West Botany 
street. 
1 Nov. | Tramway from Cook’s AQ, 154 | cissceese niacacevs 40,154 | Negatived. 
to River road to Gar- 
22 Dec dener’s road. : 
28 Sept. | Dwellings for Workmen 24 TOO: Wataass oes casesee F 24,700 | Negatived. 
to at Clifton. 
20 Dec. | 
5 Oct. | Railway from The Rock} 110,000 | 110,000| ........ Ps) Bcecchoot Recommended as proposed. 
to to Pulletop. 
13 Dec. iE 
1920. | Tramway along Lyon’s- 26,350: 1) Tagecticnse all setuce tate 26,355 | Negatived, 
8 Nov. road, Drummoyne, to | 
to Five Dock. 
1 Dec. 
1920. | « 
8 Nov.,| Deviation of the Main} 250,000 250,000 | ccecascoe seseseee | ReECOmMMended., 
to Western Railway Line 
8 Dec. between George’s Plains 
1920. and Gresham. 
9 Dec. | Extension of the Orange 25,500 25,900; |) casseacoe Ell weensaces Recommended. 
to Sewerage Scheme to 
1921 provide a Sewerage Sys- 
25 Jan. tem for East Orange. | 
1921. 
7 Jan Amplifying the Water 26,800 26,800 | casessacss ||| Uasasesees Recommended. 
to Supply System to the { | 
1921. Town of Parkes. 
23 Mar. 
1920. 
23 Dec. | Tramway from Undercliff} 22,385 22380 slice cease ci Recommended. 
to to Forest Hill (Earl- 
1921. wood). 
11 Mar. 
1920. 
8 Nov. | Railway from Bankstown 45,080 45,080 | veces. ee cocesoeee | Recommended. 
1921 to East Hills. 
to 
31 Jan. 
1920. j 7 
9 Dec. | Augmentation of the} 87,000) ......... sfeuensee 87,000 | Negatived. The Committee are of opinion that 
to Water Supply of the consideration should be given to the most econ- 
1921. Municipality of Armi- | nomical and effective means of augmentation, 
5 April dale. 
1921. ; 
7 Jan Augmentation of . the 32,908 32,908 iste ssessoeee | RECOMMended. 
to Water Suppiy of the 
4 April Municipality of Ka- 
toomba, 
1920. 
16 Nov. | New Building for the 50,420 HS20 sb  erissens Py he ee «eee | Recommended. 
to Stores Suppiy Depart- 
8 Dec ment, 
1921 
10 Feb. | Amplification of the} 2,812,792 | 2,812,792 | ......... theese -- | Recommended. 
to Water Supply system 
29 July of Sydney and its En- | 
virons. 
Carried forward.,.... £/83,348,402 (51,575,645 | 1,612,439 38,201,095 


* Works marked with an asterisk haye been referred to the Committee more than onee, 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &e.—continied. 


ge ear Seeeueiiare Amountin | | punked 
yr ropose recommende excess in reduction 
ante Proposed Works, phe the by the of that fot Remarks, 
Government. | Committee. proposed, proposed, 
£ £ £ £ 
Brought forward ...£ : 
1920, 
15 Dec. |} Railway, Kyogle to Rich- D2 DOU merce tn specter is 921,500 | Negatived.* 
to mond Gap. 
1921, . 
29 July 
1920. 
15 Dee. | Railway, Murwillumbah} 346,800 aatocnc. |} » Mencceodde 346,800 | Negatived.* 
to to Tweed Heads. 
192] 
29 July. 
1921. 7 t , 
10 Feb. | Railway, Picton Lakes to} 269,612 | a... | ceeeee eee 269,612 | Negatived.* 
to Yerranderie. 
17 Oct. 
1921, 
29 April | Scheme of Water Supply} 250,000 | __......... The sfeseesoene 250,000 | Negatived, 
to for the Shire of Suther- 
29 Aug. land. 
1921. 
9 Feb. | Supply of Electric Cur- 48,000 32,000 Bec aee. 16,000 | Recommended. 
to rent from Port Kembla 


6 Sept. Power-station to Bow- 
ral, Mittagong, Moss , 
1921, Vale, and Picton. i 2 


10 Feb. | Supply of Electric Cur- 63,000 30,000 |... scenes 28,000 | Recommended. . 
to rent from Port Kembla 
16 Sept. Power-station to towns 
as far south as Kiama 
and from Kiama to 
towns as far south as 
Nowra. 
1921. 
31 Oct.| Amplification of the 78,000 VACUO aeinorcneen Mill, « metneenacan Recommended,* 
to Sewerage System of the 
95 Nov. Town of Katoomba. 
1921. 
31 Oct. | Augmentation of the 32,000 32; OOOMMmmacccnset sme | Recommended, 
to Water Supply of the 
14 Noy. Municipality of Armi- 
dale. 
"1921. 
18 Jan.| Tramway, Burns’ Bay ZN MVAT I eremodioc 5 te Senesedac 41,021 | Negatived.* 
to Road to Fig-tree Bridge, 
6 Oct. Lane Cove River. 
1921 
18 Jan. | Tramway, Ryde to New AGS 5O al) yetarsisiesres ~ ll) —nomrawenin : 46,150 | Negatived. 
to Cemetery for Northern 
20 Sept. Suburbs. | 
1921. 
18 Jan.'| Tramway, Chatswood to AOL a Meer creacem J esitestees 47,522 | Negatived. 
1 to New Cemetery for 
8 Sept. Northern Suburbs. 
1921. 
9 Noy. | Isolation Block for the 36,520 3655205 le marcee iis aseoey Wi eudeeatieess Recommended, 
to treatment of venereal 
1922. diseases at the Royal 
12 Jan, Prince Alfred Hospital. 
1921, . 
21 Jan, | Railway from Oaklands TOO, S70) latecstenite | lee caareeen se 100,870 | Negatived. 
to to Savernake. 
20 Dec 
1921. 
21 Jan. | Railway from Rand (late MEER ES i! ceemesacge, ©) Sannondeds 175,933 | Negatived. 
to Billabong) to Ringwood. 
10 Oct 
1921]. 
12 Oct. | Additional Laboratory 37,580 SAGO S0 lneecenenccwme len aniseate Recommended. 
to Accommodation at the 


1922. Hawkesbury Agricul- 
9 Jan. tural College. 


1922. | 
10 Jan, | Railway from Bankstown 80,395 80,395 Genstoss ||" wecksoade Recommended. * 
to to Regent’s Park. | 
9 Feb 
1922, 
13 Jan, | Extension, with Ad- 44,400 SL ADO WE cetetaiy |) crasnerer Recommended 
to ditional Shed Accom- | 
24 Jan modation, to Lee 


Wharf, Newcastle 
Harbour. 


Carried forward ...£) 85,967,705 | 51,951,540 | 1,612,439 | 35,445,403 


* Works marked with an asterick have been referred to the Committee more than once, 
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List of Proposed Public Works inquired into by the Committee, &0.—-continued, 


Date | Expenditure | Expenditure Amount Amount 
a Proposed Work prvpared ol eserenrene a esos uareeces Remarks 
Inquiry. | Government. | Committee. | proposed. propos2d. | 
£ £ = £ 
, Brought forward ...£, 85,967,705 | 51,951,540 | 1,612,439 | 35,445,403 
1922. 
6 Dec. | Railway, Wyalong to- 158,400 158; 400 | nesses cccssreee | Recommended as proposed, 
to wards Condobolin. | | 
1923. | 
6 April | 
1922. | | 
29 Nov.; Railway, Camurra_ to 358,795 SRY M I sdoncndsr Ben taecee Recommended with a deviation, 
to Boggabilla. 
1923, | 
6 April 
1922, 
13 Dec. | Railway, Uranquinty to- 156,000 165,520 | 55205 Meenrene Recommended, 
to wards Moon’s Siding. | 
1923. | | 
14 Mar 
1922. | | 
29 Nov.| Railway, Ungarie to)* 266,800 206,806 spbaaag 59,994 | Recommended as far as Naradhan. 
to Monia Gap. | 
1923. | 
29 June. | 
etree Tks a. gl ig mas maa ig es 
£) 86,907,700 | 52,841,061 | 1,621,959 | 35,505,397 


pS a Se Se ee es ea 
Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government VPrinter--1922, 
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1923. 


NEW SOUTIL WALES. 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND 
TRAMWAYS. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 


FOR THE YHAR 


SOF JUNE L023. 


Office of the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 


To tue HoNnoRABLE THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS. 


Sir, 


ENDED 


Sydney, 7th August, 1923. 


In accordance with the provisions of section 40 of the Government Railways Act of 1912, as 
amended by the Government Railways (Amendment) Act of 1916, we have the honor to submit, for the 


information of Parliament, our report upon the working cf the 


ended 30th June, 1923, 


The financial results, compared with the previous year, are as follow :— 


Railways and Tramways for the year 


Year ended 30th June, 


1922. 


| 1923, 
Railways. Tramways. Total. Railways. Tramways. Total. 
| £ £ £ £ £ £ 
EARNINGS | 15,221,333 | 3,598,114 | 18,819,447 | 15,213,019 | 3,610,135 | 18,823,154 
WORKING EXPENSES | 10,649,974 | 3,092,306 | 13,742,280 11,116,302 | 3,015,616 | 14,131,918 
Balance—Net Earnings 
paid to credit of | 
Consolidated Revenue 4,571,359 | 505,808 | 5,077,167 | 4,096,717 | 594,519 4,691,236 
The Net Earnings show a return on the total Capital invested of— 
See Set c. 
Railways es 5 4 4 per cent. 
Tramways Hee ae LOarssaiatss 
Combined £5 4 4 per cent. 


The return of £5 4s, 4d. on the working of the Railways is the highest since their inception 
with the exception of the year ended 31st December, 1881. 


12455—A 
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2 NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


“a 


The Interest charges on the Capital invested calculated at the average rate of interest paid on the 
whole of the State debt, ‘which amounts to £5 3s, 3d. per cent., imposes a ‘debit on the earnings for the 
year of :— 


£ 
Railways ... “or wap pe mae ae ee. 4,487,303 
Tramways ... eee = We St ee re 500,274 
£4,987,577 
leaving a net result of :— _ £ 
Railways ced aes eee sine Surplus 84,056 
Tramways... “os oy ee Surplus 5,534 


Total Surplus... 00 we wwe £89,590 


The increase in the average rate of interest in the year ended 30th June, 1923, as compared with 
the previous year was 2s. per cent. , and this higher rate accounts for an increased interest debit in the 
Railways of £84,429, Tramways £9,413, or a total of £93,842. 


As compared with the preceding year, the total increases in the interest bill were: Railways, 
£269,422; Tramways, £32,946. 


At the commencement of the financial year it was estimated that the total revenue would ke 
£19,340,000 (Railways £15,690,000, Tramways £3,650,000), and that there would be a surplus, in 
connection with the operation of the two services, of about £136,000. The Railway estimate was 
based upon the assumption of a normal season, while in connection with the tramways, it was assumed 
that the working conditions would improve. There was then no intention to reduce tramway fares, 
and it was also expected that the restoration of the 48-hour working week, in connection with 
Tramway operations, would materia'ly reduce the working expenditure. 


These forecasts, however, were not realised. The State as a whole was very seriously affected 
by drought conditions, which not only had a grave effect upon the revenue, but, at the same time, 
substantially inereased the working expenses. The Department had to provide for the carriage of 
enormous numbers of starving stock at liberal concession rates ; the carriage of large quantities of 
fodder at greatly reduced rates, and the conveyance of an enormous quantity of water, both in con- 
nection with railway operations and to provide for the requirements of the country public. This 
work was done at great cost and without any compensating revenue. 


The cutting out of the special Sunday fare on the Tramways involved a loss of revenue of 
approximately £34,000. The fact that the restoration of the 48-hour working week did not 
eventuate until towards the close of the financial year, involved an additional expenditure, above that 
estimated, of £304,068 (Railways £204,068, Tramways £190,000). 


Despite these grave disabilities under which the transport services were carried on, each service 
was conducted with so moderate an expenditure, in comparison with previous years, as to allow both 
working expenses and interest to be covered and to leave a small surplus. 


It is felt that the results achieved will be regarded with general satisfaction, especially as during 
the financial year, apart from the serious loss involved owing to the drought, many freight concessions, - 
designed to improve country conditions, were allowed on the railways. 


RAILWAYS. = 


During the year the following extensions were opened for traffic, viz. :-— 


Date Opened, Miles. Chains. 
Coff’s Harbour to Glenreagh ... ooh we 6 Ligvuly eee ae peas 
Canowindra to Eugowra ye eee a» 11 Dee. 1922 Sh in 21 Poke 
Barmedman to Rankin Springs 43 =. Jan, 1923 ae aa) 4d oe 
Westmead to Castle Hill... oe wwe “2S Fa eb OBa owe nee OS 
Urunga to Raleigh ... aS ea eens, £0 Mare 1020 see acc, Boe 
Griffith to Hillston ... Ae < .. 18 June, 1923 ae ..» 66 564 


The number of miles of line open for trathic on the 30th June, 1923, was 5,317?. (See 
Appendix XIV.) 


‘The expenditure phareed to Capital’ Account during the year amounted to £3,7241,000.. (See 
Appendix XIII.) 

The total capital expenditure on lines open for traffic on the 80th J une; 1923, was £89,276,871, 
(See Appendix VIIT.) 

The gross earnings have incre from £10,213, 019, to, £15,221, 333, a gain of £8,314, or 
‘C5 per cent. over last year. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS. 3 


The increases and decreases from the various sources of earnings as compared with the previous 
year are as follow :— 


ES SS LR Se LE SE IE ETT NE TO EE EE RS IT A I ENS A RT ES 


| EARNINGS. TONNAGE, 
| Increase. | Decrease. Increase. Decrease, 
1923. 1922. ae, £ Tons, Tons. 
Passengers, No. .., 123,714,639 121,298,861 TO OSk [Om oie ee eee I oc 
Parcels: Cr cca gs maces: eevee re eion Cok veoh oak hee tee Prey al a estore Wo hmleiereee 
Refreshment ROOMS cer csssecvescasrcv seria: eecet er: 22, COS SP ie ccs) NB Vesase el) eles eG es 
General Merchandise ............ Rese nten nets tstsnaren 13852607 |e eens IDI SHiic|) —. aaneee 
WHOL Meeatncr nce naan tees PP area rere cata ere 13,063) |Bea tee aian ee 4,052 
Bly 6: SEOCKS is ag cans canitren sek tnecetietey sdiouss satenees 2710; 1 Soi eset 153;825ni0 cas. 
Flay: Straw and, Chat g....,...:.00ci vssescreesesanp 106,598 | 2c 90,0) bee a vseus 
Cte WlOUT Ol Onn ase eines ne demos ener renee ate te vali ee cottents LO; OO) ja mmrerccren 824,219 
Coalfand: Cokecaqemmmureut erst. decent coresaccocaudeea ST 20M temristctiees Ina erase: 324,296 
Minerals (other than Coal and Cuke)............... PANE oy Se Bi Lis 992: anes 
IMSScellaneotGmramecr manatee tices Ser sesce tacos trl TI O70 ear ots “o<asjseee ume’ atan§ 
Harnings and Tonnage ............s6066 £ pawl) | Uasoeda | | leoneer 731,501 


The earnings for the year were greatly below expectation, due to the abnormal drought conditions 
which prevailed throughout the State. The wheat crop proved a partial failure, the decreased earnings 
under this head of trattic as compared with the previous year being no less than £716,610, 

Direct losses of revenue to the extent of £79,538 were incurred in the transport at reduced rates 
of store stock and starving stock travelling for feed and the free return to their original pastures of a 
large number of stock which had been carried on the forward journey under starving stock conditions, the 
earriage of fodder to drought-stricken districts, and by concessions in fares to returned and wounded 
soldiers, 


TRAIN MILEAGE. 


The mileage results are:—Of passenger trains, 11,256,063 miles; of mixed trains, 1,699,275 
miles ; of goods trains, 8,738,523 miles, the aggregate being 21,693,861 miles, or a decrease of 192,204 
_ tiles as compared with the previous year. 


PASSENGERS CARRIED, 


During the year 123,714,639 passengers were carried, representing an increase of 2,415,778 over 
the total of 121,298,861 for the previous year. No passengers were fatally injured by accidents to trains 
during the year. it: 


WORKING EXPENDITURE. 


The working expenses amounted to £10,649,974, as compared with £11,116,302 last year, and 
absorbed 69°97 per cent, of the earnings, or 3:10 per cent. less than the previous year. 


This favourable result has been largely brought about by the reduction in the basic wage, consequent 
upon the Board of Trade’s determinations of the 8th October, 1921, and 12th May, 1922, a partial 
restoration of the working week to 48 hours from 12th January last, and savings effected by more 
economical working. ‘The details of the savings due to the determinations of the Board of Trade are set 
out hereunder :— 


Decreased payments in wages and salaries consequent on the determination £ 

of the Board of Trade, dated 8th October, 1921, given effect to from 

various dates, in respect of the basic wage and pro rata decreases to 

members of the staff already paid at higher rates than the basic wage— 

excess saving this hg? over the saving which tie in the previous 

year... vee 124,106 
Decreased payments it in wages ¢ and salaries ‘consequent on the determination 

of the Board of Trade, dated 12th May, 1922, given effect to froin 

various dates, in respect of the basic wage and pro rata decreases to 


members of the staff already paid at higher. rates than the basic wage . 261,191 
Saving due to the partial restoration of the working week to 48 hours, fre om 

12th January, 1923 ace +r vf pdr ane aR: Ae 154,575 

£539,872 
Less ? 

Increased payments in wages and salaries under Awards of the Court of £ 

Industrial Arbitration issued during the year, and Awards of the previous 

year not operative during the whole of that year 8,174 


Automatic increases due to Awards of the Court of Industrial Arbitration 
and advances in pay approved by the Commissioners to equalise 
conditions created by Awards re We os wad te 09,025 
Increased payment in wages and salaries, consequent on the determination 
of the Board of Trade, dated 10th April, 1923, given effect to from 18th 
May, 1923, in respect of the basic wage, and pro ratd increases to 


members of the staff already paid at higher ‘rates than the basic wage. 10,003 87,708 


£452,167 
It 


79 


80 


4 NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


It must, however, be pointed out that these savings were off-set to a great extent by increased 
working costs due to additional mileage of line opened and operated during the year, and also by the 


drought conditions which prevailed throughout the State during the whole of the financial 
operated seriously to the detriment of revenue and working expenses, 


year, which 


The closest scrutiny has been exercised throughout the year of the working as a whole, and that 
such has been successful is evidenced by the following comparison with the previous year’s result :— 


< 
Increase in earnings for the year ended 30th June, 1923, as compared 
with the corresponding pericd of the previous year ... ie 8,314 
Savings due to determinations of Board of Trade, and partial restoration 
of a 48-hour week, as shown on the previous page ae a 452,167 
£460,481 
Loss : MF 
Inerease in Interest Biil ie — es Es 5 on ... 269,422 
Loss of revenue due to drought conditions, and by concessions in fares 
to returned and wounded soldiers... a +e ee .. 19,588 
Deficiency of £121,164 in the year 1922 converted to a surplus of 
£84,056 in the year 1923 vis oe Ve nah “hy ... 205,220 
———-—- 554,180 
Savings due to more economical working £93,699 


TRAFFIC. 
The year’s work has involved the operation (gross) of :— 
Passenger ton miles ... 3 ese = 2,072,282,975 
xoods ton miles ena aye as OL Ou OOM 


Total, sas atte emer agaurets 


a decrease in the aggregate of 136,895,887 ton miles as compared with last year’s working 


The earnings per 1,000 ton miles were :-— 


Sod 

Passenger a: a tx So ees 1079 
Goodsmina.e ie te Si eG 2 Dal 
Combined ae ae. Tah Se eid 


an increase of Is, 4d. as compared with the previous year, 


REFRESHMENT ROOMS. 


The expenditure in connection with Refreshment Rooms amounted to £411,245 and 
to £471,557, showing a surplus of receipts over expenditure of £60,312 for the year, Deali 


the receipts 
ng with the 


business as a separate undertaking, and allowing for interest on capital invested and other charges, the 


net profit is £24,145, an increase of £945 over the previous year. 
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cr 


The following statement shows the earnings and expenses in connection with a number of lines :— 


ses Ss 


Year ended 31st December. 


Line, 


Clyde to Carlingfor 


Lidcombe to Regent’s Park 


Kiama to Nowra 


Goulburn to Crookwell Ee 
Joppa Junction to Nimmitabel 


lye 


eee 


Galorg to Boorowa ... 


Demondrille to Blayney 
Koorawatha to Grenfell 


Cowra to Canowindra are 
Cootamundra to Tumut - ... 


Stockinbingal to Forbes 


Wyalong to Cargelligo 
Wagga Wagga to Humula... 
The Rock to Oaklands 


Henty to Rand 


vee 


Culcairn to Corowa ... 
Culeairn to Holbrook 
Narrandera to Hay 


Blacktown to Richmond 
Wallerawang to Coonabarabran 


Craboon to Coolah 


Condobolin to near Trida 


one 
! 
i 


Matakana to Mount Hope ... 


Bogan Gate to Tottenham ,, 
Tottenham to the Mines 


Troy Junction to Merrygoen 
Nevertire to Warren 
Cobar to C.S.A. Mines 


Nyngan to Bourke 


Byrock to Brewarrina 
Tamworth to Wallangarra ... 
Fassifern to Toronto... 500 
Muswellbrook to Merriwa .., 
West Tamworth to Barraba 
Burren Junction to Walgett 
Burren Junction to Pokataroo 


Moree to Inverell 


Moree to Mungindi 5c 
West Maitland to Macksville 
Raleigh to Coff’s Harbour 


aero 


oe 


eee 


eee 


Glenreagh to South Grafton 


Murwillumbah to Grafton 


Casino to Kyogle 


Menindee to Broken Hill 


Tarrawingee Line 


eee 


New Lines. 


Humula to Tumbarumba 


(Opened 9th May, 1921.) 


Nimmitabel to Bombala 


see 
eee 
eee 

On 


(Opened 21st November, 1921.) if 


Yanco to Griffith 


(Opened 6th March, 1922.) 


vee 


Coffs Harbour to Glenreagh 
(Opened 17th July, 1922.) 


Canowindra to Eugowra 
(Opened 11th December, 1922.) 

Barmedman to Rankin Springs 
(Opened 8th Jannary, 1923.) 


Westmead to Castle Hill ... 


(Opened 28th January, 1923.) 


Urunga to Raleigh ... 


(Opened 19th Mare 


Griffith to Hillston ... 


(Opened 18th June, 1923.) 


Total 


o 


‘The capital invested in non-paying lines open to traffic wa 
during the year, and now stands at 426,111,780; the loss after paying worki 
also increased by £101,419 to a total of £1,106,881 on the years 
that the return from the majority of these lines will be sufficient to 
on the Capital expended in their construction within anything like 


. 


h, 1923.) 


: ' Loss after providing 
eae Capital Interest Working Expenses, Total Earuings. for bie od 
See Cost. Capi an 2. 
‘apital, 
1922. 1921, 1922 1921. 1922. 1921, 
mols. ch. ne a 32 ge & £ £ £ 
4 394 68,270 3,457 | 13,181} 12,931| 6,659 5,526 9,979 | 10,655 
1 753 69,116 3,500] 6,646] 6,279 3,846 3,245 6,300 | 5,284 
22 593} 413,149 | 20,920] 27,045] 29,912| 22,704] 22,730| 25,261) 26,811 
35 43 181,993 9,215 | 21,917) 12,254| 14,964; 14,843] 16,168 6,074 
151 544| 1,601,504 | 81,092 | 120,535 | 100,876 115,821 | 103,670) 85,826 | 72,899 
17 684/ 140,946 Hep lisa 5,504 4,944 4,857 3,984 7,784 7,756 
110 47 | 1,327,651 | 67,226 , 191,096 | 231,462 , 185,318 | 153,910 | 123,004 | 139,708 
32 23 | 146,704 | 7,428) 12,974| 15,283] 14,324| 13,407) 6,078} 8,455 
23 543) 161,650 8,185 8,404 Ph2D ee b2s4.6 9) 9,886 I" 4,120 9,025 
64 7 598,720 | 30,316] 36,332] 24,121} 36,166] 32,305] 30,482] 20,058 
88 583} 486,552 | 24,637 | 25,689! 34,578 | 49,280| 39,080 1,046} 19,488 
70 364] 321,828 | 16,296] 15,004] 14,834] 22,492; 18,518 | 8,808 |} 11,619 
52 18 373,770 | 18,926] J2,118| 13,996) 15,903) 13,756) 15,141] 18,046 
77 293) 338,997 | 17,165) 28,809} 25,978) 27,572) 24,609) 17,902 7,502 
32 654] 201,036 | 10,179 6,923 Si 1) We or 2a0 4,623 | 11,863] 13,627 
47 66 282,493 | 14,3804] 26,761] 19,080) 18,025) 16,182] 23,040} 16,346 
16 61 86,514 4,381 4,211 4,183 4,621 3,670 3,971 4,768 
107 323) 661,555 | 33,497} 57,709| 48,278) 62,861} 44,C60 | 28,345) 35,569 
16 193] 253,326 | 12,827] 35,862) 36,571| 45,667] 40,904| 3,052 7,754 
209 28 | 1,858,419 | 94,101 | 136,849 | 152,990 | 201,021 | 199,774 | 29,929) 42,392 
23 592) 146,477 7,417 6,380 7,583 3,768 3,423 | 10,029} 10,790 
129 40 616,516 | 31,217] 14,189] 12,741 | 22,521] 13,798) 22,885] 29,983 
TORS 2 43,701 2,215 1,078 929 837 689 | 2,456 2,183 
71 47 324,929 | 116)433)) 135967 | 15,036) 17,209) 18,148 | 13,190) 125197 
Grol 19,727 999 212, 397 Byeh |! a aan Sne.| 1,153 1,336 
59 36 322,320 | 16,321) 12,395] 12,568) 14,289 9,772 | 14,427] 18,094 
12 49 54,352 | 2,752] 7,434| 5,629] 3,638| 3,244| 6,548] 4,973 
We: 32,945 1,668 107 147A cee AGH Uy hE 1,715 
126 434/ 716,639 | 36,287] 35,618) 43,904| 49,336 | 50,103 | 22,569) 28,033 
58 153] 176,896 8,957 | 14,303) 11,015} 12,203 9,654 | 11,057 9,793 
211 274] 3,085,259 | 155,209 | 332,983 | 364,485 | 383,482 | 426,471 | 104,710] 84,024 
Diss 59,008 2,988 6,789 | 4,942 2,260 2225s ee Oli, 4,576 
50°72) | 346,147 | 17,529) 10,523 9926) 12,432) 12,7187) 15,620) 13,577 
61 383} 314,036 | 15,901] 18,078} 18,498) 21,713} 22,133; 12,266] 11,045 
55 14] 211,915 | 10,730] 16,399) 14,649] 17,379| 13,186/ 9,750] 11,613 
42 43 146,596 7,423 9,314} 10,007 | 10,132 8,907 6,605 8,095 
95 633] 443,014 | 22,432] 52.252) 40,705} 49,006] 47,154| 25,678 | 14,498 
77 133| 422,055 | 21,371] 19,954| 23,640| 26,734 | 22,644| 14,591 | 21,269 
223 55 | 3,296,417 | 166,914 | 177,107 | 166,748 | 251,532 | 277,557 | 92,489 | 45,743 
13 233} 239,639 | 12,134 5,441 3,901 6,100 2,952.|- 11,475 | 12,795 
27 18 318,697 | 16,137 8,694 7,074 9,860 8,503} 14,971 | 13,651 
149 9 | 1,879,297 | 79,968 | 145,223 | 134,801 | 153,674 | 144,067 | 71,517 | 65,462 
17 714) 104,396 5,286 7,471 delay: 9,817 9,243 2,940 2,848 
73 52 | 462,998 | 23,444] 14,846] 14,223) 14,287 7,627 | 24,003 | 28,435 
39 41 34,703 1,757 4,456 7,595 SUSOMMe Saloons, Wis, 7,051 
2,831 664/23,072,522 | 1,168,278 | 1,728,332 1,742,670 | 1,915,112] 1,885,355; 981,498 | 953,013 
Year ended 30th June. 
mls, ch. £ £ 1923. 1922. 1923. 1922. 1923. 1922. 
28 24 414,111 | 21,371 7,387 | 6,728 5,101 4,067 | 23,657 | 238,449 
37 413} 536,296 | 27,676| 11,844 7,195 7,857 | ~ 4,765 | 31,663) 18,971 
33 5384) 184,255 9,509} 10,419 2,713} 11,643 2,654 8,235 3,012 
27 64 diol Qh oS412 al SOs tien ae LOSS Tansee STLUS4s ieee . 
26 17 217,674 5,928 4,053 BOO sooner Gil alaeecetes 
71 553] 420,850 | 10,859] 4,417] ...... a Wie Ti G29 Ices 
6 58 107,305 PLEA, OaNOPR | sce Aone ZrO 10 N eeece BYE BRN <ouagar 
3 34 70,992 1,059 Si GAlig easter PANE —tedeon Saeed ecaeac 
66 563] 309,863 615 SOT alee feces CSO creas ASST tener 
302 3 | 3,039,258 | 117,806 | 54,524} 16,636) 46,947] 11,486 | 125,383) 45,432 
...[3,133 694]26,111,780 | 1,286,081 | 1,782,826 | 1,759,3C6 | 1,962,059 | 1,896,841 | 1,106,881 | 998,417 


operations. 
mect maintenance outlay and interest 


a reasonable time. 


There is 


— ae 
s increased to the extent of £1,057,439 
ng expenses and interest 


little prospect 


SIGNALLING 


812 
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6 NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


SIGNALLING, SAFETY APPLIANCES, &e., 


The work carrried out during the year in connection with the installation of automatic signalling 
has been directed chiefly to the provision of additional facilities on the Main Suburban lines. This system 
now extends from Sydney to Kogarah on the Ilawarra line, to Merrylands on the South and to Westmead 
on the West. Ona large portion of the tracks within these areas the signalling is so arranged as to 
provide for a train interval of two minutes. 


To facilitate the working of the Main Suburban traffic and provide for additional train services, 
the existing signals have been re-arranged and increased in number. This work has been carried out 
systematically during the year and is still in progress, enabling the carrying capacity of the line to be 
considerably increased with the result that a more frequent train service can he handled without any 
increase in the running tracks. 


Signalling work has been carried out on the new extensions from Coffs. Harbour to Glenreagh, 
Urunga to Raleigh, Barmedman to Rankin Springs, Westmead to Castle Hill, Canowindra to Eugowra, 
and Griffith to Hillston, Very extensive signalling alterations were also involved consequent upon the 
duplication of the line between the following sections: Bulli Coal Siding to’ Woonona, Bellambi to 
Mount Pleasant, Murrumburrah to Demondrille Creek, and Locksley to Raglan. 


The interlocking of points not previously interlocked bas made somewhat slower progress than in 
the previous year owing to the pressure of other important works. As, however, most of the work on the 
main and branch lines has been completed, the non-interlocked points are now confined to the more remote 
country lines upon which the traffic is light. | With the exception of one or two stations which are held 
over pending alterations, the interlocking of the main trunk lines is complete, 


The telephone services have been rendered more efficient by the line wires having been improved 
and reconstructed where necessary, and by the substitution of more modern instruments in lieu of those of 
an obsolete type ; metallic returns have in many cases also been provided. To meet the demands of the 
increased traftic, and to avoid balancing by the electricians, the tablet instruments have been increased in 
efficiency ; the block working apparatus has been improved, and its co-ordination with the outdoor signals 
is in hand. The whole of the Western Main line between Penrith and Mount Victoria is now equipped 
with this apparatus. 


‘Meruop or Workine. 
The following are the comparative particulars of the various systems of working in 1923 and 


1922 :— 
, 1923. 1922. Increase, Decrease. 
Double Line— Mls. chns, Mls. ehns. Mls. chns. Mls. chns, 
By automatic or track block system 274 80 273 51. — 59 —_- — 
By absolute manual block system ... B91 TT 369 52 22 25 —_— — | 
By permissive manual block system... 3 44 J Ae —_- — —_- — 
By telephone ak Ri ats 0 33 0. 33 ee a, ee 
670 24 647 20 23 4 —- — 
Single Line— 
By electric train tablet ee Ses 309 68 312. 17° —_— — 2 29 
By electric train staff 2,136 66 1,895. 6 241 61 — — 
By train staff and ticket, with line 
clear reports... 1,421 60 1,448 25 —_ — 26 45 
sy train staff and ticket, without line 
clear reports... , rs 720 63 fee ee: 6 62 — — 
By train staif and one engine ‘only .. pe vipe a ti Geos —_- — 40 42 
4,665 32 4,486 25 248 43 69 36 


The safe working equipment now in use throughout the lines includes 429 signal boxes, 22,011 
lever units, 500 block instruments, 467 electric staff and tablet instruments, 15,044 miles of line wire, 
973 power worked points an1 signals, and 362 automatic signal arms. 


CONDITION OF WAY, WORKS, AND BUILDINGS. 


The permanent way, Dieses, buildings, fences, and wharves have been efficiently maintained - 
during the year. 

The renewal of the ho manent way was considerably hampered in the early part of the year by 
an inadequate supply of rails, but the position having improved the full programme of work was almost 
carried out. 

A length of 268 miles 69 chains has been wholly or partially renewed by relaying, rerailing, or 
resleepering, and 476 miles have been reballasted, making a total of 714 miles 69 chains of line either 
partially or completely renewed during the year, requiring the use of 14,578 tons of rails, 708,733 sleepers, 
and 190,228 cubic yards of ballast. 

The replacement of worn-out timber bridges by structures of steel aed brik on concrete hips 
been continued, and a total length of 890 lineal feet so reconstructed during the year. 

The buildings throughout the system have been maintained in good order, and a large number 
repainted at a cost of oun 100. Additions and improvements, costing £24,200, have been effected and 
charged in the working expenses of the year. : 

NEW 
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NEW WORKS. 


Additional accommodation to provide adequate facilities for dealing with the increase of business 
has been provided as follows :— 


New station buildings and additions"and improvements to existing buildings at Darling Harbour, 
Sydney, Rozelle, Darling Island, Stanmore, Concord West, Bowral, Werrington, Springwood, Blackheath, 
Katoomba, Hskbank, Brewongle, Marayong, Murrawal, Mortdale, Sutherland, Engadine, Coalcliff, 
Corrimal, Bellambi, Woonona, Bulli, Port Kembla, Wollongong, Dulwich Hill, Rhodes, Lindfield, Junee, 


Albury, Ariah Park, Barellan, Griffith, Yoogali, Tumbarumba, Orange, Elong Elong, Blackall’s Siding, | 


Singleton, Woolbrook, Glen Innes, Telerak, Warrell Creek, Narrabri West, Yelgun, Murwillumbah, 
Tallong, Camden, Mortdale, Stanwell Park, and_Nowra. ‘ 


Additions and improvements have been made to the refreshment room accommodation at Sydney, 
Moss Vale, Wollongong, Albury, Parkes, Moree, Tamworth, Muswellbrook, and Byron Bay. 


Additions and improvements to the rest house accommodation for the staff have been carried out 
at Merrygoen, The Rock, Bungendore, Macksville; new buildings for departmental residences and 
improvements to existing buildings have been provided at Bombala, Blandford, Kootingal, Limbri, and 
Armidale. A new building has been erected for the Railway Institute at Eskbank, and improvements 
effected to the existing building at Cootamundra. 


New trucking yards and additions to existing yards have been erected at Liverpool, Narellan, 
Gunning, Morundah, Komungla, Ootha, Turrawan, Mungindi, Wauchope, and Mullumbimby. 


Additional locomotive accommodation has been provided at Eveleigh, Clyde Repair Sidings, 
Enfield, Valley Heights, Wollongong, Bombala, Binalong, South Goulburn, Beckom, Honeysuckle, 
Hamilton, and Port Waratah. 


Additions to water supplies have been made at Clyde, Enfield, Valley Heights, Marrangaroo 
Wollongong, Nowra, Bankstown, Henty, Culcairn, Temora, Griffith, Coolamon, Bathurst, Nevertire, 
Quirindi, Tenterfield, and Port Waratah. 


Footbridges or subways have been provided at Rockdale, Mortdale, Lindfield, Woy Woy, Greta, 
and Bullock Island, and underbridges at Homebush-Abattoirs line, 5 miles 51 chains Bankstown line, 
207 miles 0 chains Bombala line, Quirindi, Blackall’s Siding, Grafton—Lismore line, Lismore. 


Additional siding accommodation has been provided at forty-eight stations, the more important of 
the works being at Hveleigh, Rookwood Cemetery, Enfield, Wentworth Falls, Mudgee, Mortdale, 
Wollongong, North Strathfield, Woy Woy, 163 miles 51 chains South, Uranquinty, Komungla, Temora, 
Griffith, Parkes, Mount Hope, Dudley Junction, Hamilton, West Maitland, Muswellbrook, Werris Creek, 
Port Waratah, Bullock Island, Crabbe’s Creek, and Mullumbimby. 


Additional flood openings and culverts have been provided at 237 miles 6 chains to 237 miles 35 
chains Coolah line, The Gap, 168 miles 70 chains and 255 miles 64 chains North-west line. 


Weighbridges have been installed at Rozelle, Camden, Hornsby, Clergate, Port Waratah, Westdale, 
Lismore, and cranes at Arncliffe, St. Leonard’s, and Raleigh. 


The railway wharf at South Grafton has been extended, and fire appliances provided at the wharf 
at Lismore, 


Level crossings have been provided at Hamilton, and cattle stops at Rylstone, Adamstown, Breeza, 
216 miles 74 chains, North-west, line, 


Electric lighting has been installed in sixteen additional suburban and -eight country railway 
stations and a large number of miscellaneous lighting works carried out. A new train lighting depot has 
been erected and put into service, and a number of rolling stock vehicles fitted with electric lighting and 
equipment. The electric lighting of Central Station has been changed from the 25-cycle system to the 
- more modern 50-cycle supply. 


The terminal wheat; elevator at White Bay has been completed and the electrical machinery in the 
main portion handed over to the Department of Agriculture. The control room is now awaiting the 
installation of underground cables from the Power House before being similarly transferred. 


The new double tier goods shed at Darling Harbour was opened to traffic in January last. The 
building is provided with 4 platforms each 1,090 feet long, and the equipment comprises 48 three-ton 
electric cranes and 72 weighing machines. 


Work has progressed satisfactorily on the constructioh of a tunnel for electric transmission cables 
under Sydney Harbour from Longnose Point to Greenwich. The cast-iron lining and concreting has been 
completed, and the concreting of the floor and side walls as well as the reinforced arching and shelving 
brackets to carry cables is well in hand. The work is expected to be complete by the end of December 
next. 


A laboratory for the Locomotive Branch has been erected at Eveieigh. The new locomotive 
workshops at Chullora are making good progress, Remodelling work at Cowra and Muswellbrook, and at 
the new locomotive dep6t at Eskbank is wellin hand. The additional locomotive and trattic accommodation 
being provided at Broadmeadow is being pushed forward ; the round-house is finished, and the engine pits 
and platelaying are approaching completion. he work of constructing a third roid between Broadmeadow 
and Woodville Junction was delayed owing to a shortage of sleepers, but is now making satisfactory 
progress, Excavation work in connection with the widening of cuttings to accommodate the new island 
platform and station buildings between Eskbank and Lithgow is almost complete, and the new overbridge 


at Bank-street will be shortiy taken in hand. Improvements 
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Improvements have been made in connection with the prevention of rail creep in localities where 
movement was excessive, and called for continual expenditure. By the application of special rail clips 
creep has been eliminated in places on the Main Suburban roads, and on the Hawkesbury Bridge. 


The introduction of mechanical appliances at the quarries at Bombo and North Goulburn has been 
attended with economical results. 


During the year a large number of steel bridges have been provided in the workshops at Newcastle 
and White Bay for the Construction Branch, and for use on duplication works. 


DUPLICATION OF THE LINE. 


On the Southern Line the duplication from Murrumburrah to Demondrille Creek has been 
completed, with the exception of the footbridge at Demondrille, and opened for trafic. 


Work on the deviation between Bowenfells and Cox’s River, on the Western line, has proceeded 
satisfactorily, and the deviated line is expected tobe open for traffic in October next. On the section from 
Locksley to Bathurst, the new line between Locksley and Raglan was opened to traffic in September and 
October last, and the work has proceeded on the remainder of the section, and is now complete as far as 
Kelso. 


On the Illawarra Line the duplication work between Thirroul and Wollongong has been completed 
and opened for traffic. The construction of a goods siding at Bellambi, footoridge at Wollongong, and an 
overbridge, in lieu of Mount Pleasant crossing, is in hand. Good progress has been made with the piers 
and abutments for a bridge over the Minnamurra River. 


The duplication and deviation work from Lidcombe to Regent’s Park has made satisfactory progress: 
The loop connection to the main line is now in hand, and the raising of the line between Lidcombe and 
Berala is well advanced. 


The piers and abutments in connection with the work of renewing the Menangle viaduct has been 
completed, and the 50 ft. and 25 ft. steel spans on the up side are in position, and almost ready for traflic. 
The superstructure for the down side will shortly be placed in position, 


The following table gives particulars of duplication and deviation work completed during the year :—= 


Date opered. Mis. chs. 

Southern Line-— 

Murraumburrah to Demondrille Junction st aie Mero LV eLO 22 ame ae a 1 504 

Demondrille Junction to Demondrille Creek .., Se) opal Jt CAD UPR oc ot tot 2 744 
Western Line— 

Locksley to Brewongle _.., ae as sah Li ...| 24 September, 1922 oe fe 7 63 

Brewong’e to Raglan i Ries nes 554 ...| 22 October, 1922... apy 8 4 62 
Illawarra Lineo— | 

Mount Keira to Wollongong a wae aie si ...| 29 April, 1923... 1) 

Bulli Coal Siding to Woonona __.., he ai a ...| 20 May, 1923 ‘ Bet ne 1 G2 

Bellambi to Mount Pleasant ode a fit noc vel ceheMay, 1023s ese. ae Ao, 3 24 

otalanen. Ace ae = ase ae na a Aa Ae 22 46 


Foliowing are particulars of duplications and deviations in hand at the close of the year :— 
Mls. chs. 
Western Line— 
Middle River to Cox’s River... 


oes a ee 4 24 
Murrobo to Spring Hill (work temporarily suspended) ,.. 


Sas ete 
Suburban Line— 


Lidcombe to Regent’s Park ... me sce - 52 a 1 152 
Flemington to Lidcombe __... me 5 ae awh 


Illawarra Line— 
Tempe to Hurstville .., Aer “ir ate ee rea ase 4 794 


Northern Line— 
Branxton to Singleton (work temporaril:; suspended) see S vsti 40 


Total “ace scsie Fl dives) nee ue go 


ELECTRIFICATION OF THE RAILWAYS. 


Werk in connection with the quadruplication and electrification of the railway line between 
Sydney and National Park has been continued. The new station buildings at Mortdale have been 
finished ; the abuiments and piers for a bridge over Ccok’s River, at ‘Tempe, have been completed, and the 
steel superstructure is expected to be ready for ercction shortly. A new footbridge and booking-office 
have been erected at Rockdale. New carriage sheds are being constructed at Punchbow! and Rockdale. 

Tenders 
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Tenders have been received for the major portions of the power plant for the first stages of the 
scheme, and the foundations for the necessary extensions to White Bay Power House ave making gcod 
progress. Preparations are well advanced for the power distribution system required for the electrifica- 
tion of the line from Sydney to Waterfall, and tenders are being invited for the equipments and cables. 


Arrangements are being made for a short trial section between Tempe and Rockdale Railway 
“J ¥ Ld . . , . . . . . 
Stations for testing purposes and for training the operating staff for the electric railway service. 


STATE COAL MINE, LITHGOW. 


The developmental work has made satisfactory progress during the year. The permanent stecl 
headframe for the upcast shaft has been completed and is now in use, and the headframe for the downcast 
shaft isin hand. Work in connection with the permanent pumping plant for the effective drainage of the 
Mine and with the installation of the permanent winding and haulage machinery is making good progress 


The power house to embrace the whole of the power plant is nearing completion, a large proportion 
of the electrical machinery has been received, and its installation is now in hand. A magazine for the 
storage of explosives has keen provided, and two Lancashire boilers are now on the works and will shortly 
be put into commission. The two cages for the upeast shaft are now in operation. Surface stables have 
been erected with provision at present for eighteen stalls. 


The output of coal from the Mine totalled 185,749 tons for the year. The coal produced has 
proved very satisfactory for locomotive purposes, and also for the requirements of the electrical power 
houses, 


SLEEPERS. 


The total number of sleepers uzed for duplication, deviation, and additional sidings was 99,276, 
and for renewals and maintenance purposes 708,733, making a total of 808,009 sleepers for the year. 


RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION, 
City AND SuBURBAN ELectRic RAILWAY. 


The zonstruction work on the City and Suburban Electric Railway, which was recommenced on 
the 17th February, 1922, has made satisfactory progress during the year. 


= 


The diversion of the, water pipes forming the main water supply for Sydney and the Hastern 
Suburbs to allow of the extension of the Cleveland-street bridge by the construction of three additional 
arches to carry the five new railway tracks on the eastern side of the existing lines is nearly finished. 


The open cut. excavations for the northern concourse of the Central Station together with the 
approach ramps on the eastern and western sides are practically completed, and a commencement has been 
made with the excavation for the footings of the reinforced concrete columns and walls of the northern 
concourse, The construction of the eastern and western retaining walls, from Central Station to Eddy- 
avenue, is well forward, the western wall being nearly completed. 


The southern abutment and the pier on the footpath alignment of the Eddy-avenue bridge on the 
- southern side have been concreted to ground level. The stone-faced abutment on the northern side and 
the pier on the northern footpath alignment have been completed up to the springing line. In Eddy- 
avenue the construction of the two street piers has been delayed owing to the slow deliveries of stone. 
The masonry-faced retaining wall, from Eddy-avenue to Hay-street, facing Elizabeth-street, has been 
constructed up to the moulded course of the parapet, and the concrete backing has been practically 
finished. The southern abutment of the Hay-street bridge, and the foundations for the retaining walls 
supporting the tracks from Hay-street to Campbell-street are also complete. Work is in hand on the 
‘construction of a bridge at Campbell-street and for the foundations and erection of columns in connection 
with the new buildings for offices at Campbell and Goulburn streets. 


Good pregress has been made with the Darling Harbour Reclamation scheme, and the driving of a 
tunnel for a new and enlarged circulating water intake for Ultimo Power House is proceeding. 


The driving of the three headings for the twin tunnels under Liverpool-street towards Goulburn- 
street having reached a point 20 feet south of the furniture shop of Mark Foy’s, Ltd., the building of the 
three brick walls was taken in hand and has recently been completed. ‘The excavation of the arches will 
shortly be commenced. 


The open cut for the Liverpool-street Station has been completed, and the excavations for the 
arch skewbacks and the subway is now in hand ; the side walls and skewbacks for the central portion of 
the station have been concreted. Satisfactory progress has been made with the tunnelling work from 
Liverpool-street to St. James’; the excavation of the double track tunnel from Liverpool-street to the 
special construction north of Liverpool-street Station has been finished to the open cut in Hyde Park, and 
concrete lining is approaching completion. The drives of the Up and Down City East tunnels from the 
shaft at Park-street have been pushed forward, the concrete lining being carried out as far as possible in 
conjunction with the driving. 


The excavation for the construction of St. James’ Station and of the Eastern Suburbs tracks from 
St. James’ to Park-s'reet has been carried out by the Bucyrus drag-line excavator and steam navvies. pe 
working of the excavator has been attended with very satisfactory and economical results, the spoil, &e.; 
from the open cuts having been removed at a very low average cost. The drag-line excavator 1s 


excavating for cut and cover construction south of Park-street. 
Karly 
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Early in April last work was commenced on the construction of three tunnels at the north end of 
St. James’ Station towards Circular Quay, the two single-track tunnels being for the Up and Down City 
East roads, and the double tunnel for the Eastern Suburbs tracks. 


° 


The construction of the following new lines has been proceeded with during the year :— 


miles. chains. 

Macksville to Raleigh (opened to public traffic from Urunga to Raleigh, 
19th March, 19. 23 eee 20 56 
Coff’s Harbour to Glenreagh (opened to public traffic, lith July, 1 22) 27 64 
Glenreagh to Dorrigo ae sr BA 42 76 
Regent's Park to Cabramatta ae oes 5 5 t 
Regent’s Park to Enfield Marshalling Yards 5) 18 
Gilmore to Batlow aa is Et 42 

Barmedman to Rankin Springs (opened to public traffic, 8th ae 
1923) [2xé epee a 5D 
Griffith to Hillston (opened to public traffic, 18th June, 192 43). 66 56 
Westmead to Castle Hill seg to ae traffic, 28th January, 1928)... 6 58 
Tarana to Oberon... = ‘ : . 14 59 
Molong to Dubbo... 80 12 
Canowindra to Eugowra (opened to public br aflic, ‘lth December, 1922) 26 17 
Coonabarabran to Burren Junction eas a de me ie 205 28 
Binnaway to Werris Creek ... af a sis Ax iy. Ave 3 
Sydenham to Botany a a ca me is ant “eee 16 
The Rock to Pulletop i fe “e he ey 1h ee!) 10 
Roslyn to Taralga sls 15 66 


On the extension from Macksville to Raleigh, the large steel bridges over the Nambucca and 
Bellinger rivers have been finished, and preparation has been made for laying rails to Nambucca Heads 
Station, 8 miles beyond Macksville. The section from Coff’s Harbour to Glenreagh has been com leted, 
and was opened to public tratiic on the 17th July last. The work of repairing the extensive slips which 
occurred on the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo during the latte part of the previous year has been 
completed, and rails have been laid to Lowanna, a distance of 28 miles from Dorrigo. 


Platelaying has been completed on the section from Regent’s Park to Cabramatta, the steel bridge 
of 120 ft. span over Prospect Creek has been finished, and werk is now in progress on the erection of 
the station buildings. The extension from Regent’s Park to Enfield Marshalling Sidings:is practically 
complete. 


The completion of the Gilmore to Batlow line has been delayed by slips having occurred through 
a recent heavy rainfall, but repair work is now in hand and making good progress The extensions from 
Barmedinar. to Rankin Springs and Griffith to Hillston have been completed, and were opened to publie 
trafic on the 8th January and the 18th June last respectively. 


The extension from Westmead to Castle Hill has been completed, and was opened to public traffic 
on the 28th January Jast. The steel bridge over the Fish River on the section from Tarana to» Oberon 
has been finished, and platelaying has been completed on the whole kngth of line. ‘The station buildings 
are in course of erecticn. On the extcnsion from Molong to Dubbo the earthworks have been completed, 
and the rails laid to a point 50 miles trom Molcng, leaving a further 30 miles to finish. The foundations 
of a large steel bridge over the Macquarie river near Dubbo haye been completed, and the steelwork is 
now in course of erection. The bridge at Little River is also in hand. The line from Canowindra to 
Eugowra has been completed, and was opened to public traffic on the 11th December last. On the 
extension from Coonabarabran to Burren Junction the rails has ben laid as far as Gwabegar, 60 miles 
from Coonabarabran, where the line will terminate for the present. The station buildings are neaily 
completed, and it is expected that this section of the line will shortly be opened to public trafic. From 
Binnaway to Werris Creek the earthworks, bridges, and culverts have been completed, ani platelaying 
has proceeeded to a point 15 miles from Werris Creek, being now 75 miles from Binnaway. 


On the extension from Sydenham to Botany the work is making only slow progress owing to the 
numerous steel structures required not being available. ‘The steel bridge over Shea’s Creek is partly 
erected, and the overbridge carrying two lines of tramway at Cook’s River ‘Toad is completed. 


Work has recently been taken in hand on the lines from The Rock to Pulletop and from Roslyn 
to Taralga, 


The permanent staking of tle proposed railway lines from Yass to Canberra, Richmond to 
Kurrajong, and Castle Hill to Rogan’s Hill have been completed. Preliminary trial surveys, prior to 
permanent staking, are also in progress on the Roslyn to Taralga and Booyong to Ballina railways, 


Trial surveys have been completed for proposed railway lines from Rooty Hill to Tahmoor, 
Mendooran to Tooraweenah, Gordon to Narrabeen, Hugowra to Parkes, Walcha Road to Mt. George, 
and Ungarie to Monia Gap, and are in progress for proposed lines from Stroud Road to Port Stephens 
and Morpeth to Port Stephens. 


Explorations were made during the year of roules from Walcha Road to Mt. George, Tallong to 
Bomaderry, Wingello to Bomaderry, Deepwater to Ashford, Gooloogong to Wirrinya, Grafton to Killarney, 
Kyogle to Urbenville, and Ungarie to Monia Gap, and inspections carried out on many other routes 


ROLLING-STOCK. 
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ROLLING-STOCK, 


New rolling-stock has been provided as under :— 
eee, 


ee to | Renewals — Remarks. 

Locomotives,—- 

‘‘NN ” class passenger tender engines .....,.....0... 1 oo Built at Railway Workshops. 

“K” do goods Ore pee 19 eur Built by local contractors. 
Coaching Stock— o et 

First-class electric suburban Car .\.........ssccesseee00s 1 sist Built at Railway Workshops, 
Goads Stock.— 

Four-wheeled open ‘' 1)” waggons .........608 es eeeee 16 ne : : ast 

Four-wheeled refrigerator Tat Ogee ae a se 1 i Boils ay baiay yer eshops. 

Four-wheeled open ‘*U ” waggons ........,....0sseeee 128 oe : i 

Four-wheeled covered I C vans....cccesccccsccessesses ens Ais 80 EAE OE ERIS 

SOT GATS WAL SONS is sayy ities sacle baat-ses paiaauweaeeteps lawns 12 . Purchased locally. 

156 81 


The cost of additional rolling-stock charged to capital was £605,074, as compared with £514,144 
in the previous year, and the amount debited to working expenses on account of replacements, renewals, 
and repairs of rolling-stock was £2,662,209, as compared with £2,718,672 for the previous year. 


Repairs or ROLLING sTock. 
The rolling-stock genevally has been maintained in efficient order during the year 


Locomotives. 
The following engines were rebuilt in the Workshops and fitted with new boilers ;— 
38 Passenger tender engines. 
18 Passenger tank engines. 
21 Goods tender engines. 
2 Goods tank engines. 
79 
Seventy-one at Eveleigh, 7 at Honeysuckle, and 1 at Lismore. 


Highty new locomotive boilers, and 2 new stationary boilers, were constructed in the Eveleigh 
Workshops. One tramway motor was reboilered at Honeysuckle Workshops. 


Nine hundred and twenty-six engines, including 22 tramway motors have had general repairs during 
the year, 518 at Eveleigh Workshops, 55 engines and 22 tramway motors at Honeysuckle, and the remaining 
331 at smaller depdts. Three hundred and ninety-two engines and 22 tramway motors were heavily 
repaired, 11 of the engines having been reconstructed and converted to the superheated system; two 
hundred and nineteen engines underwent medium repairs, and the balance of 293 engines, general repairs 
of a lighter character. 


Five hundred and eighteen locomotive boilers were overhauled at Eveleigh Workshops, 50 
locomotive boilers and 22 boilers for tramway motors at Honeysuckle shops, and 308 locomotive boilers at 
smaller depéts, making a total of 898 boilers passed through the Workshops during the year. Three 
hundred and eight of the boilers, including 21 for tramway motors, were internally examined, heavily 
repaired, refilled with tubes, and returned to locomotives, 260 of them being dealt with at Eveleigh, 45 at 
Honeysuckle, and 3 at smaller depéts. 


Nineteen goods engines of the “K” class were delivered by the Clyde Engineering Company 
Limited on account of their contract for 120. Hight ““O” class boilers were also delivered by the same 
firm, thus completing their contract for 10. 


One passenger tender engine of the ‘‘ NN” class was built in the Eveleigh Workshops. 


CoacHING Stock. 


Four thousand seven hundred and seventy-five carriages were generally repaired during the year, 
3,913 at Eveleigh, and 862 at the Honeysuckle Workshops ; 290 of the vehicles were heavily repaired, 


One electric suburban car was constructed in the Eveleigh Workshops, and 1 second-class suburban 
car was converted to a Rail Motor. 


Goopbs Srock. 


Thirty-three thousand three hundred and thirteen wagons and vans passed through the workshops, 

_ of which 2,682 were heavily repaired. Thirteen thousand five bundred and ninety-two of the. vehicles 

received attention at Clyde Repair Siding, 6,277 at Enfield, 2,042 at Flemington, 4,717 at White Bay, 

1,048 at Eveleigh Workshops, and 5,642 at Honeysuckle. Twenty bogie ‘‘E” wagons were fitted ae 

ng ” water tanks ; 10 of these tanks were constructed in the Eveleigh Workshops, and 10 at White ay 

ops. | 

actors, the Clyde Engineering 
d Tulloch’s Limited. 
One 


One hundred and twenty-one sheep vans were heavily repaired by contr 
Company Limited, Ritchie Bros. Limited, Meadowbank Manufacturing Company an 
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One hundred and twenty-eight ‘‘ U ” wagons as additional capital stock, and 80 “IC” as replace- 
ments of condemned vehicles were delivered by contractors during the year. One four-wheeled refrigerator 
van as replacement of condemned vehicle and 16 12-ton “D” wagons as additional stock were constructed 
in the Eveleigh Workshops. 


Twelve oil tanks for the purpose of carrying water were purchased from the Commonwealth Oil 
Refineries Limited. 


Repairs oF PLrant AND EQuIPMENT GENERALLY. 


Fifty-six stationary boilers were overhauled and 33 of them received heavy repairs. Seven worn 
out stationary boilers were replaced by repaired locomotive boilers. Four new boilers were fitted to 
existing plant as replacements, 2 at Marrangaroo and 2 at Sydney Refreshment Room ; 3 new boilers 
were fitted to additional plant, one to a Harman crane in use on the City Railway Construction and 2 to 
Davy press, 

OTHER ADDITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS. 

Additional machinery and plant have been installed as follow :— 

EveLtiicun WorksnHops. 

Locomotive Shops:—One electrically driven high speed friction saw, 1 “ Pridmore” type CV 24 
drop 9-inch combination electric jar ramming and air power rock over drop machine, 1 “ Herman” 20 inch 
x 72 inch side cylinder jarring moulding machine, 1 “Herman” 52 inch x 62 inch jarring moulding machine, | 
No. 12 Grand Rapids tap grinder, 4 double floor grinding machines for grinding axle box keeps, provision of hot 
water service to boiler mounting shop, a set of chills for cast steel wheel centres, 1 14-inch Ajax nut making 
machine, provision of furnace, &c., 3 pairs of trolleys for transporting boilers, 1 electric rivet heater in 
Boiler shops, 1 ‘‘ Wadsworth ” sand-mixing and compounding mill, 1 ‘‘ Ryerson ” spring forming machine, 
installation of new line of shafting, motor, &c. in Tool Room, 1 Herbert Morris electric trolley hoist and 
runway, 1 one-ton electric chain trolley hoist, provision of tank for storage of fuel oil, 1 Radial drilling, 
boring and studding machine, 1 gas core oven of the Real type, 1 plate splitting machine, Grinnell 
sprinklers in Pattern Shop, one 1,500-ton Davy steam and hydraulic forging press w.th complete equipment, 
1 Alldays and Onions’ furnace for dealing with anti-friction metals, 1 “‘ Harvey ” 18 inch centre, 34-foot 
3 inch bed lathe, 1 10-ton electrically driven overhead travelling crane, 1 ‘‘ Cleveland” Universal No. 1 
milling machine, 1 6-foot 6-inch sliding, surfacing, screw-cutting lathe, 1 Pedestal cutter grinder, 1 
moulding machine for dealing with piston ring uses in Foundry, 1 “ Acme” patent shaper sawing machine, 
additions to existing air pipe line Nos. 5 and 6 Bays, provision of electrical testing equipment, Physical 
Laboratory, Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Office. 


or) 


Carriage and Wagon Shops.—One Turbine centrifugal oil filter, preparation of condemned ‘ P 
class boilers for storage of compressed air, 1 .7-ton electrically driven overhead travelling crane, 1 No. 13 
hexagon turret lathe, 1 “handy” paint mixing machine, 1 eiectrically driven air compressor with motor 
complete, new piping in connection with installation of air compressor, 1 “ Phoenix” patent electric 
lifting magnet fitted to shunting engine, installing furnaces and tanks for 2-inch Ajax forging machine, 
installing improved arrangement for burning off paint, 1 power press for making iron cotters. 


Ciypr REPAIR SIDING. 


One Ransome 18 inch x 12 inch horizontal chisel mortising machine, fixing fire appliances for protection 
of Permanent Way Timber stack, | 20-inch “ Bolinder” hand feed planer and jointer, 1 “‘ Lumsden ” auto- 
matic oscillating grinding machine, 1 Twist drill grinder, a new tool room with brackets, pulleys, &c., for 
driving machinery installed therein, 1 double spindle circular moulding machine, one 10,000 gallon tank 
with necessary piping, &c., one 18/20 stroke traverse head “Butler” shaping machine, and one oil furnace. 


HoNEYSUCKLE WORKSHOPS. 


One 84-inch “ Niles ” belt driven hydraulic wheel press, 1 air oliver machine and one 8}-cwt. steam 
hammer made in Eveleigh Workshops, 1 6-inch “ Asquith” Radial drilling and tapping machine, 1 No. 4 
Universal cutter and tool grinding machine, one automatic blind stile borer and mortiser, one 94-inch 
Universal relieving lathe, 1 No. 14 “ Cochrane-Bly” Universal shaper with tables, &c., 1 “ Rotoflam ” 
furnace with Foster radiation pyrometer, 1 Richmond National gas heated regenerator oven furnace, one 
12h-inch centre x 14-foot gap bed high speed lathe, one 6-inch centre bed lathe, two 75 h.p. motors in 
lieu of 150 h.p. motor, and pulleys with necessary shaft, brackets, bearing, &c., 1 portable electric welding 
set mounted on 4-wheel truck, 


Generally.—Two new koilers for heating of offices and use of Refreshment Room, Sydney Station ; 
Oxy-acetylene cutting plants in breakdown vans at Eveleigh Running Sheds, Enfield, Bathurst, Goulburn, 
Harden, Hamilton, and Werris Creek. One additional air receiver for compressed air supply, Eveleigh 
Running Shed; plant for distillation of residual hydro-carbons to recover benzol as motor spirit, 
Macdonaldtown ; one 3 foot 6 inch radial drilling machine, Enfield ; portable crank pin turning machines, 
Bathurst and Goulburn, Air compressor, Nyngan and Murrurundi. One 16/20 stroke H.S. Shaping 
machine, Port Waratah, one 12-inch centre 12-foot bed “ Vanguard” screw cutting lathe, Armidale, and 
one 8-inch bed, sliding, surfacing, and screw cutting “ Tillico” lathe, Lismore. 


Additions and improvements to the Locomotive water supplies have been made at Sydney, Eveleigh, 
Valley Heights, Riverstone, Yearinan, Wallerawang, Baradine, Peak Hill, Bourke, Griffith, Hillston, 
Rankin Springs, Weethalie, Coolamon, Enfield, Port Waratah, Singleton, and Coff’s Harbour. 


STORES BRANCH. 


The value of the stock of stores at the 30th June, 1923, as per ecrtificate of the Comptroller of 
Stores (see page 22) was £1,695,576 15s. 1d., inclusive of £164,663 &s. dd. for Tramways, being a 
decrease of £654,810 Os. 5d. as compared with the value of the stovk on the Ist July, 1922. 


RESULTS 
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RESULTS OF THE WORKING. 
RAILWAYS. 


YEAR ended 30th June, 1923, compared with 1922, 


1907, and 1888. 
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ates 


Year ended 30th June. 


rr cre TE SE ar 


* Of this sun :€559,930 was paid from the Consolidated Revenue and no interest is payable thereon, 


PARTICULARS, ane mat 
1923. 1922, 1907. 1888 
Amount expended on construction and equipment... *£89,276,871 | £85,552,871 £44,700,230 | £27,722,748 
Cost per mile open for traffic (including Workshops, 

Rolling Stock, &c.) 3 £16,788 £16,722 £12,946 £13,114 
Total miles open for traffic 5,3173 Spl 1Gae| 3,4523 2,114 
Average miles open for the year 5,196? 5,077 38,4272 2,044 
Earnings £15,221,333 £15,213,019 £4,709,406 £2,295,124 
Working Expenses ...| £10,649,974 £11;116,302 £2,499,741 £1,530,551 

-BALANCE . » £4,571,359 £4,096,717 £2,209,665|£764,573 
(After paying ene Bx parsed re 

| a £ad ee ne 2 ee |: aed 

PERCENTAGE OF Bre Eel TO CAPITAL 

INVESTED _.. 5 4 4 417 7 419 2 217 0 
PERCENTAGE OF SOLS EXPENSES. 

TO EARNINGS .. ne ne 69°97 73°07 53°08 66°69 
Earnings per average mile open £2,929 £2,996 | £1,374 £1,123 
Working expenses per average mile open £2,049 £2189 £729 £749 
RETURN PER AVERAGE MILE OPEN £880 £807 £645 £374 

(After paying Working Expenses.) 
Some: a..c Sp 0s pee di 
Earnings per train mile... ove 14 Of 13 1032 7 34 6 10} 
Working expenses per train mile 9 92 10 1¢ 3 107 | 4 63 
RETURN PER TRAIN MILE ... 4 2: 3 9 3 5 2 3} 
(After paying Working Expenses.) 
Number of passenger journeys 123,714,639 121,298,861 41,413,084 15,174,115 
Goods tonnage 5,916,715 6,457,748 2,872,388 1,226,525 
Coal and Coke tonnage 7,147,700 7,471,996 5,670,463 2,105,146 
Live-stock tonnage 736,895 603,067 250,981 68,101 
Passenger train miles—Suburban 4,574,790 4,407,184 1,858,683 | | 
Do do Country 6,681,278 6,412,934 3,266,481 | Particulars 
r not 
Mixed train miles 15699275 1,676,143 1,589,218 | available, 
Goods do 8,738,523 9,390,804 6,234,686 | J 
Total Train miles... 21,693,861 | 21,887,065 12,949,068 6,689,313 


RETURN 
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Return showing Mileage per Ton and Earnings per Ton per Mile of Goods Traffic carried during the following 


years t= 
COAL, COKE, AND SHALE. FIREWOOD. 
December. June. December. June. 
1883. 1891. 1907, 1922. 1923. 1883, 1891. 1907. 1922. 1923. 
Tons carried ,........ 1,596,408 | 2,673,378 | 5,348,643 | 7,155,245 | 6,920,586 160,662 176,790 238,963 185,391 185,815 
Miles carried........./25,863,800 |46,882,655 |115,260,967|218,306,584/215,736,982] 4,849,344 | 4,734,019 | 6,273,598 | 5,824,259 5,693,250 
Average miles per 15°88 17°53 21°55 80°51 31:17 27:07 26°77 26°25 81°42 30 64 
ton. 
Gross Earnings... £) 125,730 215,133 400,730 | 1,100,202 | 1,182,307 22,617 26,129 26,210 40,712 39,885 
d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. 
Earnings per ton per 
mile. 1"19 {10 "83 ("21 oe 4 1°25 1°32 "00 1"68 ("68 
GRAIN AND FLOUR. HAY, STRAW, AND CHAFF. 
December. June. December. June. 
1883. 1891, 1907, 1922. 1923. 1883. 1891, 1907. 1922, 1928. 
Tons carried ......... 65,736 198,491 569,302 | 1,651,994 | 827,775 35,119 | 64,967 174,142 389,69 484,930 
Miles carried......... | 7,756,369 22,130,334 |137,776,777/455,721,402 181,211,831} 2,712,396 |10,024,149 |35,205,182 |92,819,647 |184,198,818 
Average miles per IRIS 111'49 | . 242:01 27586 218-91 77:23 15429 202°16 238°24 276-71 
* ton. 
Gross Earnings... £ 31,971 78,062 267,141 | 1,218,605 501,996 14,666 25,211 69,885 291,324 397,922 
d. d. d. d. d. ‘os d. d. d, d. 
Earnings per ton per 
mile. ‘99 "85 "47 "64 "66 1°29 "60 "48 "75 ‘7I 
WOOL. LIVE STOCK. 
December. June. December. | June. 
| 
1883. 1891, 1907, | 1922. | 19238. 1883, | 1891, | 1907. 1922. 1923. 
| | 
| = 
Tons carried ......... 63,887 | 111,797 131,292 128,085 121,033 68,059 128,211 250,981 603,067 736,895 
Miles carried......... 15,184,040 30,282,222 37,483,100 37,962,298 37,879,589 |13,224,154 |84,650,831 |66,060,315 |142,887,66é| 180,139,832 
Average miles per 237°67 | 270°86 285°49 296°38 3805°40 194°30 270°26 263°21 236°93 24446 
ton. | 
Gross Harnings... £) 156,763 342,100 848,454 | 528,945 541,997 154,960 274,071 473,855 | 1,192,014 | 1,462,727 
| 
d, d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. 
Earnings per ton per | 
mile. 2 48 2°71 2°23 3°34 3°43 2‘8i "90 1°72 2°00. "95 
General Merchandise, including all other goods. 
December. | June. 
1883. 1891. | 1907, | 1922, | 1623. 
Tons carried aiensie va care 682,067 | 1,008,599 | 1,758,689 | 4,083,664 | 4,287,466 - 
Miles carried Bon sabscsicesctetenscctsessceraartns eASqoondutc .-.. 67,991,304 |92,087,454 |166,648,834/412,439,092/411,377,719 
Average miles per ton ne ry 99°68 91°30 94°76 101°CO 95°95 
Gross Harnings..sssssesssscsessesesssssssacenss ssssssecesscsescesssessssetseresesensssceesersne| 734,823 | 866,994 | 1,808,884 | 3,480,085 | 3,634,954 
ca Biel ig che d. d. 
Ear oings Pet toner MilOrssscpseracesreces>ens sn bansaysovnes cosicncasacsens’s Pie 2°59 2°26 1°88 2°03 id 
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Summary of Ton Mileage for the Year ended 30th June, 1923, 


Total Tons | Total Miles rs Vite HEP E Hopes of Ga Oe 
iption, : Sark Miles arnings, er Ton 
cag th Carried. Carried. per Ton. 3 Mile. Weight. 
tons. miles. miles. Be d. per cent, 

Coal, Coke, and Shale... .-»| 6,920,586 1215,736,932 31°17 | 1,182,307 1:32 51-01 
Minerals (other than Coal, Coke, | 
and Shale, and Crude Ores).| 1,231,547 | 70,643,832 57°36 258,860 | 88 9:08 
Crude Ores af ~ 154,313 | 16,431,518 | 106°48 57,673 84 114 
Miscellaneous 1,456,965 |147,157,797 | 101:00 728,512 1719 10°74 
Firewood... 185,815 | 5,693,250 | 30°64 39,885 | 1:68 1°37 
Fruit oy wes sae i 163,732 | 42,410,899 | 259-00 244 947 Pe 1:30. | 121 
Grain, Flour, &c. (Up Journey)... | 827,770 |(81,211,831 | 218-91 501,996 | 66 | 6:10 
Hay, Straw, and Chaff ... $04 484,980 |184,198,818 | 276-71 397 ,922 27k 3°57 
Meat see oe ies! 144,763 6,730,240 | 46°49 58,868 FLOP) L-07 
A Class ae ate =a 428,572 | 38,682,630 | 90:26 403,225 2-50, 3:16 
2 ee w, oe Pee 2036639) 01.048,991 ) 102-82 5 4115384) 3-16 | 9:94 
C3 38,048 3,758,642 goto 71,563 4:D7 28 
Lee ike Oe: earl 137,375 | 18,749,992 | 136-49 420,00£ | 5:38 | 1-01 
0 uae ves ie, 228,288 | 35,568,878 | 155:81 Je, f04) | o-Ol >) 1-68 
Wool ae sy nee oa 124,033 | 37,879,539 | 305°40 541,997 | 343 | bot 
Live Stock Sas he ces 736,895 |180,139,832 | 244:46 | 1,462,727 | 1:95 5:43 
Totelo “.., ee ...| 13,567,500 | 1,166,237,921 | 85°96 | 7,761,788 | 1°60 | 100 00 


SS 
This statement does not include 233,810 tons of coal, &c., on which only shunting and haulage charges are collected ; nor 


does it include £133,699 for haulage, tonnage dues, &c. 


Miscellaneous traffic consists of timber, bark, bricks, drain-pipes, in 6-ton 
agricultural and vegetable seeds in 5-ton‘lots, and traffic of a similar nature. 


lots, and cement in full truck loads, 


A and B classes consist. of lime, vegetables, tobacco leaf, caustic soda and potash, copper ingots, fat and tallow, 
water and mining plant, 6-ton lots; leather, 1 and 3-ton lots; agricultural implements in 5-ton lots; and other traffic 


of a similar nature. 


Summary of the Mileage of Suburban Passengers on All Lines during the Year ended 30th June, 1923. 
0 oe a a ee 


Description, First Class, Second Class, Total, 
Number of Ordinary Passengers ........00cccecscecescesececeasnsceces No. 4,924,441 39,520,094. 44,444,535 
Number of Season Ticket Holders’ Journeys ..........scessees oo oF 8,339,720 24,766,008 33,105,728 
Number of Workmen’s Journeys ........ Setecscdscce caoceased Ros alee Enocaeceeeere | 35,466,984 35,466,984 
Total Number of Passenger Journeys .....0..cceee coos ere ceoe soos He 13,264,161 99,753,086 113,017,247 
Number of Miles Travelled ............. a Wane east Bottcsens cavers Miles 105,081,192 736,582,117 841,663,309 
Average Mileage per Passenger ...........csccsseesssseanseccvoce 99 7°92 7°38 744 
Amount Received from Passenge?s..............cecesssssessssseseeese § 371,274 1,878,429 2,249,703 
Average Receipts per Passenger per Mile..............0..0068 ase, “TE 85 61 64 


Suburban Lines include distances within 34 miles of Sydney and Newcastle, including Richmond Line. 


Summary of the Mileage of Country Passengers on All Lines during the Year ended 30th J une, 1923. 
aan a 


Description. First Class. Second Class, Total, 

Number of Ordinary Passengers ............ccccsescssseccecceeceees No.| 1,035,761 5,688,578 6,724,339 
Number of Season Ticket Holders’ Journeys ..................00 | 1,298,880 1,915,533 3,214,413 
Number of Workmen’s Journeys .............cseseesecsesceceueecees oe ee neteten cores 758,640 758,640 

Total Number of Passenger Journeys ...........00...ceseeees Fe 2,334,641 8,362,751 10,697,392 
Number of Miles Travelled ........... Weosethsvecventeves seesdanacsseeet Miles 321,243,445 516,995,883 838,239,328 
Average Mileage per Passenger Peete sehen Stoae st tias aces) pa 137°60 61°82 78°35 
Amount Received from Passengers ..........scsseeseeeeeee eee te 1,576,491 2,178,508 3,754,999 
Average receipt per Passenger per Mile .................sssce0ees d. 1:18 1:01 1:08 
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TRAMWAYS. 
During the year the following extensions were opened for traffic :—- 7 
Date Opened, Miles. Chains. Track, 
4th September—York-street Loop, via Druitt, York, and Market streets — 16 Single. 


The number of miles of line open on the 30th June last was 225 (see Appendix XXVIII). 


The total capital expenditure on lines open for traffic on the 30th June, 1923, was £9,975,031 
(see Appendix X XIX), 


The expenditure charged to Capital Account during the gs amounted to £469,299 (see 
Appendix XXX), 


The total earnings amounted to £3,598,114, as compared with £3,610,135 last year, being a 
decrease of £12,021, or 33 per cent, This decrease is accounted for by a reduction of 1d. on each ticket 


issued on Sunday 8, Christmas Day, and Good Friday, which caused a loss of revenue in the current year 
of £34,000. 


The working expenses amounted to £3,092,306, as compared with £3,015,616 in the previous year, 
or ap increase of £16, 690, and are equal to 85-94 per cent. of the earnings. 


The operating ratio was 2:11 per cent. more than the previous year, the increase being accounted 
for as follows :— 


£ £ 
Increased relaying... * S00 Pes oe ave tte Spashceees 68,795 
Increased renewals of tramway rolling-stock ... re a a us kaon 30,060 
Increased mileage to provide for new and improved services ... oe ors dh seanae 77,600 
Loss of revenue due to the withdrawal on 11th che) of extra ld. fare on 
Sunday, Christmas Day, and Good Friday.. We : sia | eee 34,000 
Automatic increases due to Awards of the Court of Industrial Rees 
and adyances in pay approved by the Commissioners to equalise 
conditions created by Awards in ye ae a te 16,942 
Increased payments in wages and salaries consequent on the jotehaueres of 
the Board of Trade, dated 10th April, 1923, given effect to from 18th 
May, 1928, in respect of the basic wage, and pro rata increases to 
members of the Staff already paid at higher rates than the basic wage ... 4... 2,978 
£230,375 
Less : 
Decreased payments in wages and salaries under Awards of the Court of 
Industrial Arbitration issued during the year, and Awards of the bea ious 
year not operative during the whole of that VED ess se 3 one 712 


Decreased payments in wages and salaries consequent on the detendtiatee of 
the Board of Trade, dated 8th October, 1921, given effect to from various 
dates, in respect of ‘the basic w age, and pro rata decreases to members of 
the Staff already paid at higher rates than the basic wage— excess 
saving this year over the saving which operated in the previous year... 31,753 
Decreased payments in wages and salaries consequent on the determination of 
the Board of Trade, dated 12th May, 1922, given effect to from various 
dates, in respect of the basic wage, and pro rata decreases to members of 
the Staff already paid at higher ratcs than the basic wage aot peered ik 
—— 117,078 


£113,297 


TRAMWAY FARES. 


The ad litional fare of 1d. imposed on the 11th April, 1914, on each ticket issued (children excepted) 
on Sundays, Christmas Day and Good Friday, was withdrawn on 11th February last, and caused a loss of 
revenue during the year of £34,000, 


ACCOMMODATION FOR TRAFFIC AND CONDITION OF THE LINES AND 
ROLLING-STOCK., 


The permanent way, buildings, rolling-stock, machinery and plant have been maintained in good 
working condition. 


A length of 13 miles 424 chains of track has been relaid, 15 chains duplicated, and a number of 
curves penew ed. To facilitate traffic a loop iine has been ipneerneted along York-street, between Druitt 
and Market streets, the balloon loop at Bondi Beach has been altered, and a crossing loop provided on the 
Rockdale line, crore alterations have also been made to the lev Sig of the track to accord with new 
road construction carried out by the local Council on the North Sydney and Watson’s Bay lines. 


During the year 77,580 ton: of metal were used in the maintenance of the tramway tracks, and 
75,957 square yards of sae. paved track and 117,087 square yards of macadamised track were top- dressed 
with tar, making a total area of 193,014 square yards so dealt with. This work was greatly retarded by 
the scarcity of tar supplies. Twenty- -three miles of corrugated rails were treated by the Woods-Gilbert 


rail 
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Rail-grinding Machine, and 2} miles of corrugated rails were treated by the Celerity and Reciprocating 
grinding machines. The werk of electrically building up crossings and rails i sitw has been successfully 
carried on, 2,930 crossings having been built at an average cost of £1 6s. 8d. each, and 39,898 feet of rails 
_at an average cost of 2s. 8d. per foot. As the value of a standard crossing is £40, it will be seen that a 
large saving in maintenance has been effected by the building-up process. 


: A further extension has been made with the use of power appliances in permanent-way construction 
work by the addition of two air compressors with complete equipment of pneumatic rail drills, woodborers, 
and tie-tamping machines. Improvements have been effected in the ventilation of the Fitting Shops at 
Randwick. A new branch institute has been erected at Fort Macquarie, and improvements carried out 
to a number of other existing institute buildings. Two waiting sheds, two meal rooms, one oil store, and 
one machinery shed have been erected, and a number of buildings, including waiting sheds, car sheds, 
sub-stations, meal-rooms, &c., have been painted or renovated. 


At the Woolli Creek Tar Distillery 84,635 gallons of tar were treated, producing 45,910 gallons of 
distilled tar and 19,452 gallons of pitch ; in addition 18,005 gallons of tar oils were extracted, and the 
following by-products manufactured ;—Fluid disinfectant, 16,464 gallons; rail paint, 708 gallons; wood 
preserving oil, 3,923 gallons, and enamel paints, 2,570 gallons, Twelve cwt. of disinfectant powder was 
produced for departmental use. Owing to the restricted supply of crude tar, the Tar Still worked less than 
half its capacity, and in consequence the output showed a decrease as compared with the previous year, 


NEWCASTLE ELECTRIFICATION, 


The electrification of the Newcastle tramlines was commenced during the year. The overhead line 
work on the Mayfield service has made good progress and is expected to be completed by the end of 
November next. The conversion of the remaining sections will probably be finisbed in about twelve 
months time. Car-shed, workshop, and sub-station buildings are in course of erection, and orders have. 
been placed for the necessary sub-station machinery and car equipments. 


ROLLING-STOCK. 


Fourteen new ‘‘ P” type cars were built at Randwick workshops and put into service during the 
year, and a further 25 are now in course of construction in the same workshops. Contracts haye been 
entered into with local contractors for the supply of an additional 150 cars of this type, and for 2 service 
trucks of the self-dumping type for the transport of metal. 


The converting of a number of “ L” type cars to “LP” type is being undertaken in the Randwick 
workshops and has made considerable progress. The vehicles when converted will be of modern design 
and fitted with new motors and equipments. 


Four hundred and ninety electric cars and 265 electric car trucks were overhauled and generally 
repaired, and 352 of the cars repainted. One thousand eight hundred and twenty-three armatures were 
rewound, and 5,160 received minor repairs. 


Two new steam motors were built in the Randwick workshops, 30 have received a general overhaul, 
69 have received repairs of a less extensive character, and 23 were either repainted or varnished. One 
steam motor was reboilered. Sixty-four steam cars have been repainted or varnished, and 20 read motor 
vehicles have been overhauled, of which 16 were repainted or varnished. 


RANDWICK WORKSHOPS. 


The equipment of the workshops has been improved considerably during the year. Considerable 
additions have been made in the number of dies for drop forgings and pressed steelwork as well as fixtures, 
jigs, gauges, and tools. A number of the existing machines have been improved and brought up to date. 
The following additional machinery and plant have been installed :—One single phase alternator, 1 spot 
welder, 1 butt welder, 2 duplex drilling machines, 1 chain mortising and boring machine (replacing chisel 
mortising machine), 1 rumbler for brass foundry, | forge furnace for 150-ton hydraulic press, 1 jib crane 
for 150-ton hydraulic press, 1 battery of 4-heat treatment furnaces, 2 pinion hardening tanks, | 
electrically heated tempering furnace, 1 spring buckling press, 2 small oil furnaces, 1 high pressure test 
pump, | injector tester, 1 automatic insulation cutter, 1 universal coil-forming machine, 1 armature coil 
_ press, 1 press for mica cones for commutators, 1 turning head for cones for commutators, 1 sclerescope 
hardness tester, one 12-inch power hack saw, one 15-ton hydraulic press. 


POW ER-HOUSES. 


The installation cf the two 2,500 kilowatt 50-cycle turbo-alternators at Ultimo Power House, 
referred to in our last report, has been completed. The work of crecting the new switch house ab Ultimo 
has made considerable *progress, the whole of the foundations and trenches for cables having been 
completed and a commencement made with the erection of the steelwork. This building when, complete 
will accommodate the whole of the high tension switch gear for the completion of th’s Power House. 
The construction by contract locally of the 18,750 kilowatt turbo-alternator for White Bay is well 
advanced, and preparations for i's installation are in hand. A second contract has been entered into for 
a similar set. ‘The extension of the White Bay Power House to accommodate additional 50-cy c'e turbo- 
alternators has been commenced, and the buildings are expected to be completed during next year. 


At the Zarra-street Power House, Newcastle, the installation cf one 2,500 ki‘owatt wees 
alternator was completed during the year. One 7,500 kilowatt 11,000 volt 50-cycle turb Pe eed iy 
been delivered on the site, and will be insta'led within the next few months. Two Babcock an Pipes 
water-tube boilers, cach with a heating surface of 8,237 square feet, have been installed. 
of the. Power House buildings is being carried out in accordance with the complete design. 
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The investigation carried out for the location of a promising site for a proposed Western Power 
House to meet the anticipated power requirements of the Western districts, provides ample justification 
for the construction of a power station situate in the vicinity of Lithgow. The proposal includes in the 
initial stages provision for the supply of power, if required, as far as Bathurst on the west and Leura on 
the east. Detailed estimates of the scheme are now being prepared. 


The electric output from Ultimo and White Bay Power Houses for the year was 136,576,711 
kilowatt-hours, comprising 61,925,151 kilowatt-hours at Ultimo, and 74,651,560 kilowatt-hours at 
White Bay. Of the current generated at Ultimo, 57,007,486 kilowatt-hours was the output of the 
25-cycle plant, 4,853,312 kilowatt-hours of the 50-cycle plant, and 64,353 kilowatt-hours of the direct 
current plant. aig 


The energy supplied to the Sydney Municipal Council was 12,729,929 kilowatt-hours, including 
905,624 kilowatt-hours from the 50-cycle plant at Ultimo. This shows a decrease as compared with the 
previous year’s supply of 3,162,823 kilowatt-hours, and is due to the City Council having installed 
additional plant in its own power house. 


Energy from the 11,000 volt 50-cycle supply has increased considerably, being 3,022,877 kilowatt- 
hours, as compared with 2,116,316 kilowatt-hours in the previous year. Supply of current to the 
St. George County Council was commenced during the year, and that for Bankstown Municipality is 
now available. 


The output of the Zarra-street Power House aggregated 23,694,149 kilowatt-hours, as ‘compared 
with 19,599,266 kilowatt-hours in the previous year. Of the total power generated for the year, 
16,713,460 kilowatt-hours was supplied to the Neweastle City Council; 1,969,122 kilowatt-hours to the 
Government Dockyard, Walsh Island; 408,399 kilowatt-hours to West Maitland Municipal Council ; 
64,500 kilowatt-hours to the Tarro Shire Council; 45,407 kilowatt-hours to the Singleton Municipal 
Council ; and 38,894 kilowatt-hours to the Newcastle Coal Company, Greta; the balance of 4,454,367 
kilowatt-hours being used for the requirements of the Department. 


SUB-STATIONS. 


The three 1,000 kilowatt rotary converters referred to in our last report as being under order have 
since been received. One has been installed at North Sydney Sub-station, one at City Sub-station, and 
the third is being retained for the new Sub-station to be erected at Forest Lodge. 


The new Sub-station at Rose Bay will probably be brought into operation early next year. 


Four Sub-stations are now under the remote control system, and during next year it is expected 
that four more (including two new Sub-stations) will be operated by the same system which has proved to 
combine facility of control with the substantial reduction in operating cost which was anticipated. 


A large storage battery is now being installed at Mosman Sub-station to meet the increased traflie 
in this area. 


OVERHEAD CONSTRUCTION AND FEEDER SYSTEM. 


The Overhead System generally in the Metropolitan area has been efficiently maintained during 
the year. Twenty-six chains of overhead wiring has been erected on new tram lines, and 11 miles 14 chains 
has been altered on account of tram tracks having been relaid; 19 miles 13 chains of high tension 
transmission line to Enfield, Cabramatta, Chullora, Hurstville, and Bankstown has been erected, 41 chains 
of high tension submarine cable has been laid at the Spit and Newcastle, and 7 miles 2 chains of high 
tension 2,200 volt cable in wooden troughing has been provided for signalling, 1 mile 31 chains 6,600 volt 
underground cable, and 2 miles 50 chains low tension underground cable has been laid, 8 miles of overhead 
lighting mains and 2 miles 27 chains of low tension overhead cables have been erected, 24 miles 40 chains 
of trolley wire has been renewed. 


On the Metropolitan Telegraph and Telephone system 8 miles copper wire has been. erected, 14 
miles of lead-covered cable has been laid, 162 miles of aerial wire was dismantled, and circuits placed in 
Jead-covered cable, and 300 poles were removed from railway lines. 


Along the Main Northern Railway line the 33,000 volts transmission line from West Maitland 
and Singleton has been completed and put into service together with the electric supplies to various 
industries en route. Submarine high tension cables have been laid across the Inner Basin, Newcastle, for 
conveying power to the Carrington Sub-station, Broken Hill Proprietary Company’s Steel Works, ke, 


TESTING LABORATORY. 


The scope of this section has been further extended during the year, and a considerable volume of 
work, comprising the inspection and testing of materials, development of processes, and the investigation 
of failures has been performed. Included in the more important matters handled are the :—Standardisation 
of alternating current meters and precision instruments, investigation of failures of high tension insulators, 
testing of the porosity of porcelain, testing fire extinguishers, testing electric lamps, the application of the 
Sandberg in situ treatment of rails, investigation of condenser tube corrosion, preparation of standard 
specifications for materials, such as oils, calcium carbide, boiler tubes, slate, insulated copper wire, are 
welding electrodes, &ec. ; 


In addition, valuable assistance has been rendered the State and Commonwealth Governments by 
inspections, tests, and investigations undertaken on their behalf. 


TRAMWAY CONSTRUCTION. oka 


The permanent staking of the proposed tramway line from Undercliffe to Forest Hill has been 
completed. 


Trial surveys have also been completed for proposed tramway lines from Bexley to Dumbleton, 
Dumbleton to Lakemba, Rockdale to Campsie, and deviations of the Burns Bay Road to Ryde, and Bondi 


to Watson’s Bay trams, % . 4 3 RESULTS ° 
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RESULTS OF TILE WORKING. 
TRAMWAYS—ALL LINES. 
Year ended 30th June, 1928, compared with 1922, 1907, and 1888. 
Year ended 30 J une— 
PARTICULARS. = 
1923. 1922, 1907. : 1888. 
Amount expended on construction and equipment.,.| * £9,975,031 £9,505,732 £3,669,524 £877,244 
Cost per mile open (melding Workshops and Rolling- 
stock) ... aT 5 £44,352 £41,468 £28,518 £22,786 
Total miles open for traffic 225 2294 1283 384 
Average miles open for the year 2274 228} 127} | 38 
Earnings Sy £3,598, 114 £3,610,135 £908,701 £236,519 
Working expenses £3,092,306 £3,015,616 £727,947 £219,196 
BALANCE (after paying Working Expenses) © .. £505,808 | £594,519 £180,754 | £17,323 
Loa d & saad Sse d £s a 
PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT TO CAPITAL 
INVESTED ..._ ... 5 310 6 8 2 4 18 8 119 7 
PERCENTAGE OF WGRRING EXPENSES 
TO EARNINGS _... 85°94 83°53 80°ll 92°67 
Earnings per average mile open £15,815 £15,816 £7,141 £6,224 
Working expenses per average mile open £13,592 £13,211 £5,721 £5,768 
RETURN PER. AVERAGE MILE SPEN . 
(after paying Working Expenses) £2,223 £2,605 £1,420 £456 
: $71 Ay s. d. sg dd. Se 
Earnings per tram mile 2 43 2 54 tog! 3 4% 
Working expenses per tram mile 2 02 2 03 Q@ 103 a 12 
RETURN PER TRAM MILE . 
(after paying Working Expenses) 4 4; 24 3 
Number of passengers carried 331,001,822 330,938 67 155,017,982 | Not obtainable. 
Tram mileage... 30,071,022 | -29,318,532 -) -16,620,434 + 1,388,786 


*£17,455 of this sum was paid from the Consolidated Revenue, and no interest is payable thereon. 


Further information regarding the working of the various secti 


an Popests, pages 54 to 57. 


. sak 


ons will be found as 
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RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


The total number of staff employed on the 30th June, 1923, not including those engaged in the 
construction of new lines of railway and tramway, was 46,113, and the average number actually at work 
throughout the year, 46,070—Railways, 36,282 ; Tramways, 9,788—as compared with 37,003 and 9,344 
respectively for the previous year, or a total decrease of 277 for the year ended the 30th June last. The 
stalf employed on railway and tramway construction works number 3,414. 


In consequence of the determination by the Board of Trade, dated 12th May, 1922, by which the 
“minimum male adult wage was reduced from 13s. 8d. to 13s. per day, variations of the awards of the Court 
of Industrial Arbitration were made providing for a reduction in the pay of adult male workers of €d. per 
day, and pro rata reductions in the case of junior employees. ‘The first reductions took effect from 28th 
July, 1922, and other reductions from various later dates. The saving in the expenditure on this account 
is at the rate of £500,529 per annum for all employees engaged on both Capital and Working Expenses 
Accounts, the amount on working expenses being £395,109. 


A further determination by the Board of Trade, dated 10th April, 1923, raised the minimum wage 
from 13s, to 13s. 2d. per day, and variations of the awards have been made accordingly. Under these 
variations, the pay of adult males has been increased by 2d. per day, and pro rata increases have been 
granted in the case of junior employees as from 18th May, 1923. The increased expenditure involved on 
this account is at the rate of £129,261 per annum, of which £107,681 is on Working expenses account. 


The following table shows the successive alterations in the living-wage :— 


s 
Ist January, 1911 ... ae rae ire Wwe a 7 
Ist January, 1912... io as xe va ae g 
18th April, 1912 & Ae a Ale; 8 
lst December, 1915 ... os <a ‘ae bee ‘ae 8 
Ist September, 1916 ... ae 3¥ ak So fs 9 
lst October, 1918... Aap ie Bie ie Pht) 
het 8th October, 1919... es m8 +6 te Me ee 2a 
i 8th October, 1920... le oy be aye eer 
&th October, 1921... vee oes oF ns re Fe 


ds ” 


(The reduction to 13s. 8d. per day tcok effect 
as from 2nd December, 1921, for certain 
sections of the Service, and at later dates for 
other sections of the Service. 

s.. ad, 
12th May, 1922 seo S20. eee eee ece ece 13 (0) per day. 
(The first reduction to 13s. per day took effect as 


from 28th July, 1922, and other reductions were 
made from various later dates.) 


aes Oe 
10th April, 1923 es 13 2 per day. 
(Took effect from 18th May, 1923.) 


RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY INSTITUTE. 


During the year the operations of the Institute have again been considerably extended. The 
membership, which showed a total cf 17,789 at the close of last year bas increased to 20,672 members, of 
whom 7,242 are attached to the metropolitan institution, 6,816 to branches at country centres, 2,977 to 
branches at tramway depéts and 3,637 to sectional libraries established at centres of employment at a 
distance from headquarters or any cf the branch institutes. The expenditure for the year was £46,598, 
and the revenue from memlers’ subscriptions and other sources amounted to £17,574. ee 


New branches were opened at Queanbeyan, Taree and Moss Vale ; additions were made to Institute 
premises at Broken Hill and North Sydney. Further sectional libraries were opened on the Glenreagh- 
Dorrigo line, and at Parnell Place Tramway Depot, Newcastle, and Glen Innes. There are now 44 
branches and 29 sectional libraries. 


The very large increase in the number of apprentices undergoing training in the Trades Classes and 
Supplementary Workshops, referred to in our last report, has again been maintained, necessitating additions 
to'the machinery and equipment. The work turned out, which is more varied than formerly, indicates a 
great advance in efficiency. 


The Business Administration course at the Sydney University under the auspices of the Workers’ 
Educational Association, which is now in its fourth year, was again well attended. 


Classes in technical and general subjects, conducted orally or by correspondence, were continued, and 
subjects of advantage to the Lcecomotive Section—Mechanical and Running—have been added to. 


An Autogenous Welding Class was established to provide instruction for Journeymen Mechanics 
in the Iron Trades. Seventy-two (72) mechanics have to date availed themselves of the instruction, 
thereby increasing their efficiency as a result of having acquired a knowledge of the new processes. 


The additional facilities given the Staff for instruction by means of the Locomotive Instruction Car 
and the Railway Safe Working Car, and by a series of moving pictures, was continued with satisfactory 
results. 


The library now contains 62,534 volumes and the establishment of sectional libraries has added 


scope to its usefulness, 
SUGGESTIONS 
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SUGGESTIONS AND INVENTIONS. 


During the year 6,446 suggestions were received by the Suggestions, Inventions, and Economies 
Board as compared with 5,335 of the previous year—an increase of 208 per cent. Of this number 
5,729 were finally dealt with, and 940 adopted, representing an annual saving of approximately £25,708. 
The total cumulative savings since the inception of the scheme in 1915 amount to over £400,000. 

Amongst the inventions submitted and adopted during the year the more important were :—A 
method of punching the jaws of spring backs, machines for reclaiming bull’s-eye glasses of lubricators, a 
reclaiming device for air-pump rods, an altered method of cutting the linoleum used in country carriages, 
a method of discharging water vapor by vacuum from oil service tanks, an altered method of painting 
railway vehicles, an improved type of electrode holder, an improved type of fibre gear wheel for the 
driving pinions used for locomotive water supply purposes, an improved engine headlamp, a power device 
for tapping boiler tube plates, the strengthening of the headstocks of bogie refrigerator cars, and an 
improved type of grip for holding blooms. 

In addition, a number of suggestions have been adopted relative to the loading of vehicles, 
alterations to books and forms, improvements to power-house equipment, alterations to the rosters of 
employees, additional safeworking appliences, and improvements generally in railway and tramway 
operation. 

RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY AMBULANCE CORPS. 


The interest of the Staff in Ambulance work has continued without abatement. The strength of 
the Corps increased by nearly 5 per cent. over the previous year, and the number uf members who passed 
the efficiency test during the year constitutes a record in the history of the movement. Training classes 
at 32 Metropolitan, and 129 country centres were well attended, and efficiency in first-aid work generally 
maintained at a high standard. 

Steps are now being taken to stimulate greater interest in the Corps, particularly in the country 
centres, where district competitions will be conducted. 


SAFETY FIRST. 


The “ Safety First” movement has made good progress during the year, and increased interest by 
the staff has been manifested to a satisfactory degree. Development of the movement has been assisted 
by literary and other means, and the importance of ‘‘ Safety First” is continuously brought before the 
whole of the employees in the Railway and Tramway Services. Frequent conferences are held, consisting 
of representatives from the various departments, 


GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS SUPERANNUATION ACCOUNT, 


The contributors to the above Account at 30th June, 1923, numbered ie 41,305 
Number of employees retired from active service and placed on pension during 
the year : Te ~ oie Ae oc ree cee ifs 339 
Total number of pensioners on Fund at 30th June, 1923 an ae rie 2,442 
£ s.~ d. 
Paid in pensions during the year... me a See e, =i reer O, 6 LOR 24.2 
Paid in pensions since inception of Fund on Ist October, 1910 Ss sp URS A gi ah) 
Subsidy from Consolidated Revenue to 30th June, 1923 or ies Pema SOUL OF, O 
5 


Cash Balance at 30th June, 1923 os ee oes es ae ee 8,415 1 


We desire to place on record our appreciation of the good work done by the Staff as a whole, and 
especially by those who have by care, thought, and suggestion helped to minimise expenditure and improve 
the working generally, 

We have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servants, 


ih 


Chief Railway Commissioner. 


Atty, 


Assistant Railway Commissioner. 


Assistant Railway Commissioner. 
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RAILWAYS. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Office, Eveleigh, 

Sir; Sydney, 13 July, 1923. 
I HAVE to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that the rolling stock, pumping plant, 
machinery and water supplies of the railways have been maintained in efficient order during the year 
ended 30th June, 1923. 
tee BE. EF. Lucey, 


, Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
The Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, 


“ Office of Engineer-in-Chief for Existing Lines, 
sit} Sydney, 18 July, 1923. 
I nEereBy certiry that the permanent way, bridges, buildings, fences, wharves and other works have been 
maintained in good order during the past twelve months, Sak 
R, L. Ranken, 
Rnginect-in-Chief for Existing Lines. 
The Seerctary to the Railway Commissioners, 


Comptroller of Stores Office, ~ 
Newtown, 26 July, 1923. 

a | CerTIFicATE RESPECTING SToRES. | 

I nerepy certiry that the stock of Stores has been carefully and systematically ree during the year 
and that its value, as shown by the Stores Ledgers at 30th June, 1923, was £1,695,576 15s, 1d. (Railways, 
£1,530,913 6s. 9d. ; Tramways, £164,663 8s. 4d.) cS 

F, C. Garsipe, 

Comptroller of Stores, 


The Secretary to the Railway Commissioners. 


TRAMWAYS. 


Office of the Chief Electrical Engineer, 
Sir, Sydney, 17 July, 1923. 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the power houses, electric plant, tramway rolling stock, and workshops of the 


electrical branch of the railways and tramways have been maintained in good working order and repair 


during the past twelve months. 
O. W. Brain, 


Chief Electrical Engineer. 
The Secretary to the Railway Commissioners. 


Office of the Engineer for Tramways, 
Sir, Sydney, 12 July, 1923. 
I nave to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that the permanent way, buildings and other 
works under my charge, have been maintained in good working condition during the past twelve months, 


G. It. Cowprry, 
. Engineer for Tramways, 
The Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, i 
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APPENDIX III. 


Year ended 30th June— 
1923. 1922, 
A.—MAINTENANCE OF WAY 
AND WORKS. £ £ 

Superintendence EUSP EET cdaE ER Ete: 145, 167 144,203 
Stationery, printing and advertising 4,857 5,537 
MLOLER EXPENSES ...14, ».s00.cucssbezsiapes 12,146 16,952 
Maintenance and renewals of the 

Permanent WAY......cc chi cieees 1,183,914 | 1,142,692 
Fences, gates, cattle guards, road- 

Ways, crossings, signs, etc....... 33,965 28,653 
Slips and flood repairs...............065 9,399 32,312 
Bridges, culverts and drains ......... 58, 626 71,580 
Signals and interlocking............. 124,786 112,171 
Telegraph and telephone lines and 

TIMOERIMONIESS siiivisisecsettiganeiees 41,832 54,301 
Biers Grit WHATS ES! so ses fot: 2,725 7,728 
WHEN ges, scales, lifting cranes, 

TE Ss 57,850 52,916 
Buildings, platforms and fixtures., 105,658 129,806 
UNO TUS, Lttiiits itslshsgaett hokaas 6,721 6,933 
Water supply 2)iscikstiiictsn 2, fdeies 12,830 15,557 
Machinery, tools, aia supplies...... 36,786 32,851 
Injuries to employees or others...... 7,429 12,167 
Special maintenance and _better- 

ments expenditure ...........0... 45,280 73,802 
OUNEL CK PEUSES Hs 1,262 633 
Average miles of single track open, 

including sidings .................. 

1923 1922 —— e 
6,977 6,808? 1,891,233 | 1,940,794 

ROLLING STOCK. 
B.— GENERAL SUPERINTEN.- 
DENCE, etc. 
General superintendence........... set 77,498 74,631 
Stationery, printing and advertising 7,407 9,154 
Stores ExpPeribeds. Li6ik. wea: 8,277 48,400 
133,182 132,185 
C.—MAINTENANCE OF 
ROLLING STOCK. - 
Locomotives v.00... UA EE AE 1,671,400 | 1,682,266 
Casdeninie shocks 31555560. c "419, 789 443,995 
CPOs BUCK ff iiisas ehh ies tea gbSek. 4d 429,186 448, 925 
2;520,375 | 2,575,186 
D..—LOCOMOTIVE POWER. 

Superintendence .2.........scsseseneess 113,281 116,843 
Running sheds, labour and supplies) 423,008 471,101 
Drivers and firemen..............0..006 863,264 921,301 

Coal, wood, and kindlers for loco- : 

thotives, including handling, 

MASPCCHION; EbCi.5... cis. .c0eeee ess 919,793 970,389 
WBEOE 5.555843 5555 sabi abee bask ods aadigdess 149,364 138, 524 
Oil, tallow, ‘waste, and other 

running supplies .............006 40,265 55,909 
Other expenses ,....... Eee Sn te 12,888 11,695 
Injuries to employees or others...... 7,891 10,776 

2,529,754 | 2,696,538 


£,—EXAMINATION A N.D 
LUBRICATION OF COACH- 
ING AND GOODS VEHICLES 


F.— TRANSPORTATION 
AND TRAFFIC. 


Deen enw eee 


General superintendence 
Stationery, printing and advertising 
StOPEs EXPEHBES: oo ies. ilo ek se. 
Station yard and signal service — 
Salaries, wages, ete. j GE sbaif...::. 
Fuel and light 
Uniforms for staff..............:.006 
Other supplies 
Other expenses 
Gatekeeping 


i tere 


Deemer osreb res eeerenees 


Deeper sere sens neoerererereeane 


Guards and conductors— 


Wages and expenses 
Uniforms 
Cleaning, icing, etc., of carriages... 
Supplies, etc., for carriages 
Light for carriages 
Repairs and renewals of tarpaulins 
and lashings 
Operation of grain elevators and 
grain conveyors 
Operation of coal shipping plants... 
Inijtiries fo persons, ii... 000i she sateed 
Loss and damage to property and 
goods 
Compensation, personal ............... 
OUHET EXPOSES s0.. Ciieriest everest seen: 


Sore ie 


Pe i 


ee ee. 
Dennen nner ee eearrreoores 


eee 


DEO e ee eee eee earn mere eee eeeas ame 


G.—MISCELLANEOUS 
OPERATIONS. 


Refreshment-rooms service 


pre eeeeee 


H.—GENERAL CHARGES. 


Commissioners and Secretarys’ 
GHIGOS .2sh5e so sankacrsssee vetsrsergene 
Chief Accountant’s and Traffic 
AUIS DEATICHES) ..0.2 202 s4ses.eee eee 


Legal and medical expenses 
Stationery, printing and advertising 
Sundry other general charges 


senor 


Pensions and gratuities to the staff 


Fire insurance fund,.........00eee 


Grand total.........+++ 


Year ended 30th June— 
1923, 1922, 
£ £ 
| 64,669 70,576 
181,614 181,349 
68,140 68,754 
11,257 10,297 
1,643,994 | 1,741,699 
56, 702 60,356 
31,090 29,211 
49,620 66,334 
18,256 16,751 
45,487 44,917 
312,345 341,119 
8,515 10,405 
100,01) 101,127 
28,803 27,154 
22,033 31,027 
64,034 67,578 
33211 10,470 
§3,683 99,718 
10,945 15,651 
11,339 10,919 
3,478 11,356 
42,463 47,409 
2,806,970 | 2,993,601 
411,245 384,648 
22,199 24,551 
78,004 83,557 
10,885" 17,075 
6,209 6,831 
172,808 188,561 
290,105 320,575 
44] 199 
2,000 2,000 
2,441 2,199 
10,649,974 | 11,116,302 
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APPENDIX IV. 
COMPARATIV E An hye sis 2 Earnings and Working Expenses for the years ended BAS June, 1923 and 1922. 


wear ended 30th June. 


1923. 1922. 
| Miles. Miles 
| Average Mies Oren for Traffic ____*,196% # Average Miles Open for Trafic... nae 077 
Train Mileage — Train Mileage— 
| Passenger— TPassenger— 
Particulars, Country ‘a ‘ . 7,241,007 Country ee +. 6,966,648 
Suburban se Pes 4,581,481 Suburban ... ; we = 4,412,184 
Goods ‘ tte 9,871,373 Goods «» ~~: 10,508,23% 
a J 22,€93,861_ 21,£87,065 
Journeys | Per Per Journeys Per Per 
5 or Earnings. tee train or dl Earnings. erate train 
onnage, open. mile. Tonnage, open. mile. 
E A RNINGS. 
COUNTRY. Journeys. | £ £ Journeys. £ £ d. 
First-Clss Passengers ........ 1,035,761 | 1,262,716 | 255°85 ao: 05 £83,870 1,261,696 260°22 43°47 
Se ond. Class Passengers .........cccccscseseseceserees 5,633,578 1,975,203 | $98 $1 65°47 5,588,054 1,995,7€0 41°61 €8°76 
Season Tickets— 
First- “Class seer adie lteweuaneaiealcet Aeaiuaenevapreaaceent 1,298, 80 £07,775 | 62°(6 10°50 1,283,812 286,180 59°03 9°86 
NOON ORAS 5.8, eo sccine! Siceessuss onze 1,915,533 194,499 £ 9°22 6°45 1,841,216 200,978 41.45 6:92 
Workmen’s Weekly Tickets—Second-Class . 758,640 8,806 1°78 “29 630,054 7,9(2 16k 27 
| | 
Total Country. -....,c..0seeccee eveoees-|- | 10,697,382 3,754,999 70722 12446 10,377,016 3,752,586 473 95 129°28 
SUBURBAN, ate, roe eae 
First-Class Passengers ......sc1csesssessseccsnseseee® 4,924,441 211,955 &91-50 11°10 5,066,10 k 220,3(6 964 18 11-98 
Second-Class Passengers v.cc.cccseccce cece 39,520,094 1,139,¢ 24 4,79 4°89 59°72 39,000,605 1,105,454 4,£38°09 60 13 
Season Tickets— 
First-C ass ......-.. 8,339,720 159,19 670711 8.5 9,260,220 | 161,971 703-88 8°81 
Second-Class tbesenceerese-geterees 24,76 3,008 297,791 1,252°54 15°60 24,964,000 290,t84 1,272°19 1581 
Workmen's Weekly Tickets—Second-Class... 35,466,984 440,85 k 1,853°43 23°C8 82,630,616 403,615 1,706'44 21°96 
Total Suburban... te sees 113,017,247 2,24 703 8 | 9 ,452°47 117°85 110,921,815 | 2,1€2,020 9,549°78 ~~ 18°69 
Total Passenger ....csseeeceeceeses 123,714,639 6,004,702 1,155°50 | 121-90 121,298,861 5,934,616 | 1,168°90 125°17 
P rgals haeiton naked Pe a ee 495,789 | «£539 10:07 e 504,517 69°27 10°64 
Horses, Carriages, Ge. 2..sc.cc...s08sssrcueeseeceris 77,520 | 14°62 1:57 aN 65,740 12°95 138 
DE ails i irrncesiinccces srs tetas oalcc duos, estokneevaice tenes 116,3¢2 22°40 2°36 maa 131,656 25°£3 2-78 
Total Parce’s, &C. ssssesssess ee 689,651 132-71 14-00 Ki “701,913; «13825 | «1481 
Total Coaching <sic....0nce-cccsseetcee 6,694,353 | 1,288-21 135-90 6,636,529. = 1,307°15 139%¢8 
. Tons, Tons. ce 
General Merchandise ......... see sesseaneeneaes teennes 4,496,822 4,361,189 | 839'23 1063 5,021,795 4,882,936 951°91 110:38 
Wol Dipset el oauaeeae eee sum aenge fe. one: Dept sae eadannedees sb 124,033 541,988 | 104°30 | 13:18 128,085 528,945 104°18 12°08 
ae bea pedgaiens tach seesetenes taser anlegensey sats 736,825 1,462,727 281°48 35°65 603,067 1,192,014 234°78 £7°22 
Inerais— 
Coal and Coke and Shale wii... sesscessereeeees 7,147,700 1,186,322 228-29 28 84 7.471,966 1,105,113 217°67 25°24 
Other than Coal and Coke ......... erersateseees 1,885,860 316,523 60°91 7:70 1,307,868 294,902 58-08 674 
Total Goods .. ...., ethene 13,201,310 7,868,769 1,51421 191-31 14,582,811 | 7,953,910} -1,56662 | 181-66 
Rents 35,0) Meee ees 111,041 21°37 270 me "406,706 2101 2-4 
Miscellaneous ..................6 a 75,613 1455 1:84 67,975 13 £9 1:55 
Total Rents and Miscellaneous ... pes Sea cha 186,654 | 35°92 a oe aM 174,681 34°40 399 
Refreshment RoOms .......ccscccccscssecesssssseetesees Ts 471,557 | £0-74 9°57 ~ 447,899 £8-22 9°45 
Total Harnings .......... Hie ceeeeneeenes ed 15,221,333 -| 2,29°C8 168°3 15,213,019 2,996°39 16682 
WORKING EXPENSES, 
Per ; Per 
Per cent. : Per Per cent. : Per 
Expenditure. to weil train Expenditure. to ge train 
| Earnings. open. mile. Earnings. open. mile, 
WoRKING EXPENSES. z et a4 1 S an. £ 9 £ a. 
Maintenance of Way and Works .........4. 1,891,233 | 2-42 363°93 20°92 1,940,704 12 76 82°26 21:28 
Kolling Stock— | 
General Superintendence, &e, 123,182 | "88 25°63 147 182,185 “87 26°04 1:45 
Maintenance of Rolling Stock . 2,520,375 | 16°56 485°00 27'€8 2,575, 1&6 16°93 507°21 28°24 
Locomotive Power sc.:...00 + secsdsssenseeenss eee] 2,029,784 16°62 426°20 27 99 2,696,588 17°72 53112 29°57 
Examinationand Lubrication of Coaching 3 2 
and Goods Vehicles..........ccsccseceereeres 64,669 43 12°46 72 70,576 “46 13:90 "7 
Transportation and Traffic . 2,806,970 18:44 540°15 31°05 2,993,601 19°68 589°63 32 83 
Refreshment Rooms .. 411,245 2°70 79°14 4°55 384,648 2°53 75-76 4°22 
General Charges ..........66 290,105 1:91 55°83 321 820,575 211 63°14 3°51 
Gratuities, Wace oor Recneeccaed: 441 “00 “08 01 199 “00 "04 Re 
Fre Insurance Fund ............. Lawes aceoaasttetwal 2,090 “01 *E *02 2,000 ‘Ol #39 “02 
Total Working Expenses v.s..| 10,649,974 69°S7 201038 | 1782 | 11,116,302, 73°07 | ~—«2, 18949 121'89 
—s 5 a 
EXPENDITURE PERCENTAGE EXPENDITURE PERCENTAGE 
TO GROSS EARNINGS. TO GROSS EARNINGS. 


Se 


Divisions of Expenditure, 


Maintenance of Way and Works .,......:sss008. ‘% 
Rolling-stock—General Superintendence, &e. 
Maintenance of Rolling-stock ..,........086 ; 


LOCOMGHVE POWER Fa cscscctcarcsu: teed cosnene salvisicssngaeclessncdsessasurs prtesusnt cba 
Examination and Lubrication of Coaching and Goods Vehicles .............. 


Refreshment Rooms 
General Charges ..........00.6 
Gratuities 


Pen ereeereeeeras 


Percentage of Working Expenses in each Division. 


73:07 


Year ended 80th June. 


Co ooeerreerceenens 


soeeebisttiovsnsees Deeb bereribivencnsvotseneee 


Hee Netooeeeeeonbererrensoee ereeeeee Seeder ete tre rereteonteeer ieee eageee 


1928 1922. 
h % 

17°76 17°46 

1:26 119 

23°67 23'17 

23°75 24°26 

61 63 

26°56 26°63 

3°83 3°46 

2:72 2°88 

-00 -00 

hes 02 +02 
100° 100° 
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PENDIX V 
STATEMENT showi tae 
MEX ing the number S s ; i i 
see ede aon TAS of Passengers, Tonnage of Goods, Earnings, Working Expenses, Train Mileage, 
Lag orking Expenses to Gross Earnings, Net Earnings, Capital spe i 8 
ae Speen Sa Gr ings, gs, Capital spent on Lines open, and Interest 
p nvested each year, from 1855 to 1923 inclusive, 


| Percent- 
: Tonnage of Earnings Earnings Work: age of | Barning : 
- 4 gs |, : Rare. oul y _ | Earnings, Percentagt 
Year, | los, | Namborot ["Govge | leone AOE] otal | Working | rain ge fer Poo ng | ttn, | Catal ox] al 
Bec csae hone ent Leive: Socks ame earn geese Sa aay Perey penees | aying | pended on | Ganital 
» We. | Traffic, Mile. sek Adin Expenses Lines open. Fareed 
‘- | ile, | Earn- | ~ Be ‘ 
Miles. No. Tons 2 i ee ; Lae ; aig 7 2 
ee es No. a) sone "heey irae Seen. | dads | % £ £ 3 
1855 ..... 14 18816 140/ 9,093 156} 9,249 5,959, 14,107/ 157'34/ 101'37/ 64°43] 3,290, 515,347 "63 
- 724, 2,469, 29,526 2,757; 82.283) 21,788. 68,371| 113°32| 76:48| 67-49| 10,495 r 5! 
x! 40 | 329,019 20.847, 34970 8417/ 43,387/ 31.337, 107,822) 96-58] 69°75| 72° Pee pssaas| 117 
1958 ...... 55 | 376,492, 33,385, 45,858 16,451| 62309 43,928) 1417495 105-60| 74°51 sol isosi| Tesi ser 149 
1859 ...... - 55) 425.877) 43,020 46502 15258| 617c0l 47'598| 147.618 ea ie & aoe iio: Peas fic 
£ at ) ) ) ) ; A ‘UF ’ y ’ 8,416 110 
1860 ...... 70| 551,044 55 ag 
5,394, 45,428! 16,811| 62,269! 50,427 17. 52) 80° ‘ 

1861 es. 73 595,591 101,130 49,637 25,367| 75,004 bes SA 2a Bice iss EE ee be, 
ee 2 Ae 2,096] 41,775; 103,871| 68,723| 274 10°79) 60:07] 66° 5, 907,807 
Bf) 082,481) 205,189) 69,000). 41, 725| 274,565| 90°79| 60°07| 66:16] 35,146) 1,907,807, 1°34 

. : ; 2 9 a é ‘ 2 2 - 
me oe ee ee 52,644 123,941 96,867) 315,177) 9438, 73°76| 78°16) 27,074) 2,466,950| 1-09 
| 879, 7,654, 103,715) 415,422 85°30| 59°92] 70:24) 43,939] 2,631,790| 1:66 
1865 ...... 143 751,587. 416,707 | 
,707| 92,984} 73,048| 166,032| 108,926 483,446| 82-42] 54-07| 65: 
1866 ven] 143 OY 500,087 85,036 82,899] 168,535| 106,230, 490,475 UB es hi ea fe ot 
ae 4 '375| 517,02 ‘564 101,508] 189,072| 117,324) 600,751) @2-02| 46°87) 62: ‘282, 
1868 ...... 247 | 714,563) 596,514} 99,408| 124,95 20 Re a ho aa es eae oso seul 97 
14,563 ; 24.951] 224.359) 144,20 58) 4,060,95 
1869 ...... 318 | 759,635] 714,113| 109,427| 155,548| 264.975 ae ae ue ee ane ae ees oe 
? 3 pe ae 
1870 ......| 3839 776,707! 766,523| 117,854 1! | 
3 854| 189,288/ 307,142| 206,003] 901 : 
1871 Ba, 358 759,062 741,986 129.496 225,826 355,322) 197,065 ser aes ote cor eee ieee) eee bes ox 
By 53,6 25,360) 164,862) 260,127) 424,989] 207,918|1,036,255) 98° 071) 6,388, 
1873 ......| 403 | 875,602] 923,788| 178,216] 306.0: "336 te coor Bei ai ecioenl| aan ate tenes 
5,602 92 '020| 494,236| 238,035|1,109,879 104 -47| 49° 201| 6,739, 5 
1874 ...... 403 | 1,085,501/1,070,938| 188,595| 347,980| 536,578| 257,703 ee ne He ren a pala oy 
ae 5) “. ’ ) ? ‘ 
1875 ..... 437 | 1,288,225!1,171,354| 205 707 | | 
3 225'1,171,354| 203,941] 408,707/ 614,648| 296,174'1,472,204 100°20| 48-28) 48: 245,37 
ars See 509 | 1,727,730)1,244,131 285,870) 459,855) 693,225 339,406 1,688,964 98-50] 48-29] 48-961 a53aia| Fosoeo| 44a 
4 5 "430, "588| 544,332) 815,920| 418,985!2,106,802| 92:95| 47° -35| 396,935| 8,883,177 
sa 598 | 2,957,1441,490,041| 2 °985'2,106,802| 92°95) 47°73] 51°35| 396,935] 8,883,177; 4°46 
oe 703,733 1,625, 06,308] 596,681) 902,989] 536,988'2,655,176 81: "784,645 
1878.) 658 0 : 02, °988'2'655,176| 81°62| 48°54| 59°47 366,001| 9,784,645, 3° 
7 4,3)7,864|1,720,815| 319,950] 632,416, 952,366] 604,721|2,932,463| 77:94) 49°49| 63-49| 347,645|10,406,495 aap 
1880 ......| 849 | 5,440,138|1,712,971| 390,149 
9| 5, ae. 770,868'1,161,017| 647,7193,239,462| 86°02| 47: 
1881 Ae 1295 6,907,312 2,083,850 488,675] 955,551 1,444,226] 738,334/3,923,929| 88°33 ris ae ee ee ea 
1882 ...... 2,619, ,825|1,111,038|1,698,863| 934,635 /4,851,157| 8405| 46:24) 55° ,228|15,843, 
1883 ......| 1,820 | 10,272,037|2,864,566 661,751/1,269,71311,931, °788)5,937, Ans | ee PERE Sea PPE 
272,037] 2,864, 51/1,269,713|1,931,464|1,177 ‘97 905, 
1884 ......| 1,618 | 11,253,109/3,124,425| 745,665|1,340,572|2,086,237 Daneees uaa ay fee ae Pate Sees ee 
? ’ Bb] 
1885 ......| 1,732 | 13,506,34613,273,004| 830,904 | ‘ 
: 2 273, 1,343,464!2,174,368|1,458,153|6,638,399| 78-61| 52° ‘| 3: 
1886 ... 1,889 14,881,604 3,218,592 849,253 1310,81712,160,070|1,492,992 Lee Aol aes ae aero ae 
on | 2, 45 3,339,253) 850,499) 1,357,796|2,208,295) 1,457,760/6,472,107| 81: 50, 532, 
1887-88 ..| 2,114 | 15,174,115/3,399,772| 918.975|L,376,149|2,295,124| 1,530,551/8,689, Do eoes Mcek ee ras ae ace 
: 3399, 975 L,376,149]2, 295, 124/1,530,551|6,689,; 91) 66" 27.722, 85 
1888-89 | 25171 | 16/036223/3,485,839|1,025,601 1.512,876|2.538,477|L.634,602 ae mes eee Se Aedes a 
5) | 2 i ? me 5 2 ‘ z 
1889-90 ..| 2,182 | 17,071,945|3,783,959|1,059,791/1,573,2931: 5 835! d 
,071,945|3,783,959 1,059,791 1,573,295|2,633,086|1,665,835|8,008,826| 78: 26 5 
1800-01 . 2,182 19,037,760 3,802,849 1'177'037|1.797 38 1/2,974.421 1831,37118-410 421 Hae ae g1-57|1,149050131-768.617 a 
-92 ..| 2.185 916|4,296,713|1,189,231/1,918,063|3,107,296|L,989,252'8,356,096| 89:25| 57°13] 6402 1,118, 312, Bi 
1892-93 .|9'351 | 19,932°703'3'773,843 1.115042 1,812,01412.927 036|1.813.316'7 503, FP Saorea ti SEL seeTite ove 
: 773,843) L115, 2,014|2,927,056)1,813,5 5 96 34,657, 
1893-94 _| 2.5014] 19:265,732'3-493,919 1,017,029|1 766,51212,813,541 See ieee ce BES 5 Sienna rege ae 
d > ) oy 5] ; 
1894 95 ..|2,5314| 19,725,418] 1,075,093] 1,022,901/1,85 i 
4 9,725,418 | 4,075,093| 1,022, 55,303)2,878,204!1,642,589|7,594,281| 90°96] 7-07/1,235 3 
1895-96 : 2,581) 21,005,048 3,953,975 1,043,922] L,776,495|2,820,417| 1,623 es ee eee ae ee oe 
-97 .. 1] 22-672,924 4,567,041) 1,098,696] 1,916,046|3,014,742! 1,676,218|8,130,405| 88° -48| 55°60|1.338, "369, 5 
1897-93 ..| 2,6914| 23,233,206] ,630,564] L,126,257/1,900,491|3,026,748)1,689,605|3,340, ec oe gree oebnatasey rieicnlaes 
: 233,206) 4,630,564|1,126,257|1,900,491/3,026,748) 1,689,605|3,340,338| 87° 62| 55°84 43/37,719, 3 
1898-99 ..| 2:7063| 24,726,067|5,248,320|1,158,198| 1,987,075 3,145,273) L.765,442|3,806,647 fore i Sena ees dere we 
’ ? ’ > 
1899-1900|2,8114| 26,486,873|5,531,511 1,227,355'1,936,217 | 
L 87315, 227, 217(3,168,572! 1,844,520 3,894,852] 85: . 
1900-1901| 2,845 29,261,824)5,398,227 1,370,530)2,203,249 5737792118,201| roreseor| 79.63 47-25| 592711'455'57838.093.781| 378 
-1902| 3,0253| 30,885,214|6,467,552 1,403,7442, 264,942/3,668,686'2,342,369| 11,619,059, 75°58| 43° -85|1,326,317|40,565, | 
1902-1903| 3,138}, 32,384,138|6,596,241 1,405,888 1.909,005|3,314.893 2,341, AGS) el Fer Gi eae Red ape 
"596,241 1,405,888|1.909,00513,314,893 2,341,29¢| 11,548,338, 68°89| 48°66] 70°6 654,97 5 
1902-1903|3,138}) 82,984, 96,241 1,405,885'1,909,005|3,314,893 2,341, "548, 3| 973,594.41,654,977| 2:3 
,2808, 33,792,639)6,858,75911,442,733 1,993, 680|3,436,413 2,833,940) 10,400,503, 79°30) 53°86 67-92] 1,102,478|42,288,517 2-62 
1904-1905| 3,2803| 35,158,15016,72 L,215|1,469,018|2,214,998|3,68 
469, 214,998|3,684,016|2,216,442| 10,467 -46| 50°82| 60° 
1905-1906 3,390, 37,500,581 7,629,492 1,604,348 2/630,442 423479112308 384) 11303, 692 anes mee ers tae ties ee pee wre 
- 4523| 41,413,084|3,793,832| 1,782,907 2,926,499 4,709,406|2,499,741| 12,949,068) 87°28] 46° -08'2'209,665|44,700, 
1307-1908| 3,4724| 47,487,030) 10,175,359 1,896,720 3,047,414 4,944,134|2,714, eee Pee Noes asusten iio 46s 
487, 175,389] 1,896,720 [4 4,944,134|2,714,839| 14251,052| 83°26) 45°72) 54-91|2,229,295 
1908-190\)| 3,6234| 52,051,556|9,298,929 2,059,050 2,969,400 5,028,450 oer eal See aoe ei Ree 3/075,626{47,612,666 re 
| | 4 ? ’ 7 A} > d 
1909-1910, 3,643 | 53,644,271/3,393,038 2,189,767|3,295,948|5,485,715|: 
| 53,644,271|3,393,038 2,189,767) 3,295,948|5,483,715 3,276,409] 15,403,026 85°12| 50°84 59°73) 2,2 5 
1910-1911 3,7603) 60,919,628) 10,395,565 2,451,976 3,590,229 6,042/203'3,691,081| 17,008,607, 85°27 Pe OG Caneel ALGO O7I agai woT 
ae 3,8313] 70,706,723) 10,910,553 2,772,676 3,7 18,797 6,491,473) 1,169,591) 13,521,320 8412, 54°03) 6423 2321.882/53,514,903| 4°41 
1912-1913 3,930, 79,490,012 11/866,250 3,038,771 3,710,214]6,748,985 4,644,881| 19,184,247, 84°43, 58'11| 68°82/2,104,104)57,653,778| 3°76 
,9673| 86,328,421) 13,245,842| 3,338,431 4,403, 760|7,742,2 41/5,409,820) 20,549,095, 90°42) 63°18) 69°87) 2,332,421 61,264,869} 3°87 
19 4.1915 4,194] 88,774,451) 11,020 958,401,944 4,214,567/7,616,511|5,811,162] 2,420,023] 89 52| 62:42| 69°7312,305,349165,583,274) 3°60 
1215-1916) 4,188 | 92,850,898) 11,15,:00/8,606,072 4,389,106 8,006,078 5,661,168 21,55¢,0%4| 89'14) 62-03 70°71/2'344,91068,825,592| 3°45 
aba eae ee 11,732,864/3,%29, 127) $,550,958 8,380,085'5,915,360 20,300,717, 99°07| 69:93} 70°59 2:434,725 72,006,621, 8 50 
OSS balay pele 11,293,060] +29 1,146 4,660,734 8,954,880,5,9 10,447) 18,143,267] 118:46 78°58| €6°34| 3,014,433/75,050,450 4°10 
eee 5.8242 ,56%,768) 12,714,012) 4,355,539 §,602,634|9,958,173 6,904,450) 19,035,202}119°8s/_ 83°12) 69°33 1,053,723 76,601,591) 4°08 
50184 (14,654,6€0  13,193,52 6,244,381 6,839,166] 13,083,847|9,570,984 | 22,834,880] 137°51 100°5|} 73°1!| 3,517,963/79,318,917) 4°48 
1921-192: 5,0423| 120,735,140) 15,563,131|0,958,278 7,308,927] 14,267,205] 11,082,677) 22,792,053] 180°23) 116 17) 77°32 3,234,525 (82,304,194, 4°01 
oe 2 5,116 121,298,861) 14,532,81)|7,231,553 7,981,466] 15,213,019] 11,116,302, 21,887,065 166°82| 121.89] 73°07| 4,096,717/85,552,871) 4°88 
2-1923) 5,3177| 123,714,639) 13,801,81( |7,325,8.16 7,895,487) 15,221,38: | 10,649,974 21,693,861/168'39 L17°S2| €9°97)#,571,352/89,276,871) 5:22 
The accounts were made up to the 3lst December in each year up to 1887, since that time up to the 30th June in each year, 
th from the 1st July, 1900, assisting miles have been calculated train miles, 
¢ Sang Souci and Ashfield-Enfield Tramways—7 miles—previously incorporated with Railways, were transferred to Tramway mileage, 1st July, 1901, 
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APPENDIX VI. 


Return of the Total Amount paid for Salaries and Wages of Staff employed in the various branches on 
existing lines of Railways and Tramways during the years ended 30th June, 1923 and 1922, 


Year ended 30th June— 
“pas | 
1923. 1922. 
Railways— £ £ 
WE AED AICO Eo HAMION: <i. cGb055b0 540 barca hod oko eee piued bobieases Das pas CREED SESS OO DME SEOENT ASSET EN 2,492,751 2,794,210. 
Bratirie Sebick TERA 5:5 <65 ics s2c- Ho555 bye ishene 5p 000 yea saggerece bor taneal tne testareuates tap egicat sas 3,539,590 3,699,528 
Transportation and Traffic Branch  .....scccecscseseeserseceerecesenssseee see season ser seseter ees 2,319,839 2,43 4,863 
TP ey ES EMTICTION -s5.bb5csce55 os bashes 34040 04g} FRE IEG ce panded den geeseniecs Pesece teases GadTey calsoncaewestad 388,050 } 408,704 
dal Aelalsasin acieseuay eee, 8,740,230 9,337,205 
Tramways— | 
Maintenduce IPANCD s.ic.ast1 i553 besos ssanaverstrmet qeegidageise Goes bh bt0 set wengss ieee co scbteetss 360,481 | 358,782 
Ridcetrical Braned «5 <..006 castes sed cba sss soeocaseh caisadeee ays wegesene shaves sone ses Taitestexaaeiaad 610,193 - 645,288 
MPG HEANCH  .::324-d8eeee-0te Posekees sae cid £2557 TaTa PRN GaR ee deos sew ea teas STs UsemsaTIS aed sagbieel 1,357,050 1,380,387 
Poth «cusses saasnesss Sea ghn eset soeehs ee 2,357,704 2,384,457 
GRanD Tova, RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS ....c0-ccsseseosgscoe cosenssacscees 11,097,934 11,721,762 


a anE IEEE anes anemeneenee ener iene eemeneenemneenmenmnnn nnn aaa. 


APPENDIX VII. 


Statement of all Staff employed on the Railways and Tramways of New South Wales in June, 1923, as 
compared with June, 1922. 


Year ended 30th June— 


1923, 1922, 
Branch, No. of No. of 3 No. of 
; : 3 No. of 
Salaried | wages Stag | Total Sta. | Salaried | wag so Stag, | Total Staff. 
RAILWAYS. 
Commissioners’ and Secretary’s Office ......... 5550359555 60 3 63 60 3 63 
Chief Accountant ........ eastsie paba$e 362 1500 Sask eee deastER: 105 1 106 101 I 102 
Traffic Audit .......... pacebhia ars sauases vs cdagesadunee func eaTes 138 5 143 139 2 141 
SEGTES Gssske st oeuse Gagged oSscaesses ASRS Eros Buguadeaaddorsa: 137 190 327 137 192 329 
Permanent-way ; Pyererre vocreeresyo'T) ami 8,477 8,882 383 8,984 9,367 
Signalling Mabitonance fcc 127 980 1,107 114 "942 1,056 
Rolling BEOCK i.5c55.. she. p204a anes gssed seydterad soage G3} sk 864 13,298 14,162 826 13,379 14,205 
Transportation and Traffic ............ eee) Sent sartsat 2,918 6,837 9,755 2,961 7,052 10,013 
Electrical ..........004. ey i perpen: ane Bih sashes ganasa see 70 352 4t2 61 333 394 
Gonéral sss sisissssitesa 03 ts sages veheeyRanse yasgeaad saeacees Set 352 847 1,249 - 348 819 1,164 
TRAMWAYS. 5 116 41,040 46,215 5,145 31,707 36,832 
Permanent-way A ra RN Rene rice cbt 1a een 52 1,640 1,692 53 1,454 1,507 
ERAS vasgekieicchstensicehe aarergacenseaeed o4cen ends ne 432 | 65,111 5,543 446 6,075 5,521 
Mloctrival ios csc -s¢sqsoe sip s4b5508 Sh oebuae aE sighea sess ba salboauen 2935 2,322 2,617 274 2,387 2,661 
EOUAS ccs schpsasassaiiaaddbsdboan'say do) salasacediasandios Wah baeted 19 26 45 19 26 45 
798 9,099 9,897 792 8,942 | 9,734 
Total, RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS ... 6,974 40), lay 46,113 6,917 40,649 46,666 


9 SSS SSS, SS SD 
Operators and Telegraph Probationers, except those stationed at Sydney and Newcastle, were transferred during 
the year ended 30th June, 1922, from the Elestrical Branch to the Traffic Branch. 


CoNSsTRUCTION BRANCH, 


Years ended 30th June, 1923 and 1922. 


1923. 1922. 


No. of Salaried Staff. No. of Wages Staff. | Total Staff. | No. of Salaried Staff. | No. of Wages Staff. Total Staff. 


180 3,234 | 3,414 4,507 
AVERAGE ‘number of Staff employed. on the Railways “and “Tramways (exclusive of Construction Branch) 
during the years ended 30th June, 1923 and 1922 respectively. 


Year ended 30th June— 


How Employed. 


1923. 1922. 

RAILWAYS. 

On Working Lxpengon.s...oss-spesegsss sgigsjadorsopgage ommbsasdy psedper-g agnanh ahs hed bannbacey ee spaphpays 80,808 31,052 
8 Sentlnl:; 1sps-raeach sa9ab1y0s 4a iapsansahcddaadss apsenuaeidessolaesieventerssis ua.aey crease Eee 5,474 5,951 
36,282 37,003 

TRAMWAYS. 

On VF oe WE OBO w aos vos von csas nbs ad's engi 0s 1644 GassS agp 1405 doe bab DS ASA SEpIEdaa TS SbabOS saa stoned Go 9,248 8,771 
Od Dagthel ci sssca, anccpeeintsai sas a5 bed copagh dees Higsabb Ra Shi bubarquascpsablin’sdidae agasess sbaahoneoal 640 573 


Y,788 9,344 
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APPENDIX VIII. 


STATEMENT showing the Capital Cost of the various sections of the Railways on the 30th June, 1923. 


Lines opened for Traffic. 


| 


Length. 


1 
| 


Darling Harbour Branch ..,... ACEO ACCC iCoLO miso. Buon acer 
VY GNEV EO CAPAN VIL Ore, 3, cscceesbahs sood vn odes bog AUG eased ode b4e baweasscedsses9 
F lemington to Homebush Bay, Abattoirs Branch Line ............ 

Femington to Belmore, and Dulwich Hill to Glebeand Dering Island- 
Lidcombe to Regent’s Park ...... . eon pewneens «5 
SOD AG MIRMEDRCOTEL lays scish ccc svcvewareeisoge Sb¥oanbes base 099 sev eseqnouee hss 


APPA WO GO SLOUTBITE eats cet ton nas cicnng cehsa soaseed gaeacnel vee ver core acss 
OUI EN: FO » WAG is 5 ase05 S55 b4 65 vans 050 v0 0)9 0590 9054 ed NTO seo vanzes odena- 
Wagga to River Murpay ........-scscostereseccseonseesetane Kee tbh ccochetensaises 
Campbelltown to Camden ..1s.cccassscecsgeseosseseeriess sens gestekatessantys% 
Goulen CO TOOKWOleascrss tab ceseseiesesotecee vacseeceecdaons a4 abouakeostagase 
Joppa Junction to Bombala ...... See rshisseeed ser snes shes scomoet vecweetn tgs bob 
SMOR CERIN WY Seis apinse.sacctateaset ube oacneh inh babsaveseesd onnes (nage cogi pone 
Galong to Bovcawasiectl ees; ABORPSOD SONG ARGH IOAOUGREGN OL enk ge SRE TIAG 
Murrumburrah to HIPUROY vs SeaWiae shame snssGnsibeANebeen regained soiree vasitnonse 
Koorawatha fo Grentell .1; cossseeiy yer ccs sas ogenng vad yndgservaceyenrepoadevees 
Cowra fo Canowindry .....icsescessebevsesccoughabheiesrvcetaceves socceeien 
Canowindra to Hugowra.........c05sesssesesees seneescees SPIKY; 
Cootamundra to ume: csc.s ccsnn tines o80 scenes setae viens sesenesstetin cated es 
Cootamundra to Temora ..........+. Tey CONS ACUOR GU Unie hk ee sae 

Temora to Barellan ...... ace ses chee Mase UGAnd s SEGRKDEES DON Poa SOND STIS Gaus eGepeRS 
Barellan to Griffith .... obs pgh 05 S25 ev pT ENTE ISG Cope STNG TES 08 Sos tas 3 ist 
Temora to Wyalong........ SUS IFSC SOSne S Onr Ronn ibaecac eos Seis Wao 


Wyalong to Lake Cargelligo . ay 


Stockinhbingal to Caraabal.....csrorseeccsarconieeinacesorgadencressanves sevgs 
Gararabal to Mares casspes.crtsuhaeadvenscs sseses stg eeingesee sersinesontewiered: 
Barmedman to Rankin Bprings Te Ai seeares sane 
dunee to Hay ....... Sots Or Bidnc Soceeonar eos yeas eopcotccne nen 

Narrandera to Finley ........ Jo ddn Madctanmean: god Je 0e noo0Ldccdoceds qu snundroee 
Binley to Tocwig wel \.. 13. .y0saepes oot vegewiaces reas rere teehee give SOAS Oe 
Wagga to Tumbarumba ..... Rete Gite sescatineaaeysy spsea ngs pusetbaiauesacaeas 
BE TACK £0 Oaklends vig.:-...0s0esys05s5nenerne<dosen ery eraend vee cnegs datas 
ene 0 RANG 155 geeceussaeck ass n0ca5 58 stasis ohh 2585198404 pd Chabon aasipehaas se 
Culcaian to Cordwa ..icscccssevcecves ns Mae) seas sUSHAGSAbSS OTS ATARI TeCNmaAy yea 

Dulcairn £0 Oboe. cryiwwaasaseneessscs acca sessed ccsrereceoeebes sounee venga 
Sydney to Nowra ......5.,.20cssseeseeee ROaescRuSCe eahusys -3aG8 s4saGikanaaaasd 

Wollongong to Port Kembla ........:... Ftiec¥ on Hoc PaO sag sCon OI 0CNS or tips 
SMC Srhidna hd SU RSCOWA cpienwns chi bes teins 30, op0agecsestesee tes sunedeessecs ses 
valle BG Pemyien) Syciaes toe es: sh $n 65490009 50s 400 dsaaes aasgesdiaisscansahons 
Penrith to Bathurst........ RRB ROTR ER Are Siaecc Sh ieauknapeces aps 4 “0 

Bathurst to DUBDO. sccsiessvea coe increryensee bebe siccniiwiis Setaays 


Dubbo to Bourke .. Lo lds SO NGO RG dEa ICS penne ridg BOMpON OBgaSccCAARe or 
Westmead to Castle Hill .. Shey svict'enes Sits aGeS ph As Subba bh ps5 soses eabe hye ee = 
Blacktown to Richmond . Ris aid ngeelnteSasseG 10sec Maven seeaaseacencetes 
Wallerawang to BREN asses c. ce csriet ec 
Dunedoo to Coonabarabran .........:. Pike sae nba paeeen ee 
Crebaon £0 Coola oiiiicses acs cos chesdy iiaGeqesesseres savages en yiaeee ves aene st His 
Orange £0 Worbes seczstcsee. sss eesiecegpaasave 
Parkes to Condobolin «............cccsssees dave 
Condobolin to Trida 


POOH RH OCR HHH Hee ses ees essevaeer 


POO er OOO LOO DDE eee ees 


Bed eccene ers sstoseaeesesssrsseee 


Menindee to Broken Hill ........, NEN SSIES SETE SORE NSE SNES ONaTCue TOLD DAE 
Parkes to Peak Haldis..; viseseees scvegeaes saya see edness oat ewestast N83 saber ed 
Bistakana to Mount Hope 525.0: cag c6o00ssegse cecedd oes a spenseogecen sss sonegy 
Bogan Gate to Tullamore ......... sts sede: ACRE OIG TOE casket encase: 
Tullamore: to Tottenham... ...0. jsvavsvee ca seape saa sed vas SN gins Sepieaeagas 
Tottenham to The Mines .....,......scesseeeeseenss Nee PTS] 
Dubbo to Coonamble ...... decinos aeEeepaeerehees Rawee te SSP accCH Bane 
Troy Junction to Merrygoen ... ...ssiisicessessesoeeess ous deaeee Bienes 

Narromine to Peak Hill ...... spat eReseeecstaaneph aed MO Teeter 
Nevertire to Warren. .............0000: sad SRS sce Showa eas seseh3 Seek settee oeee 

Nyngan to Cobar and The Peak...... PasGacchasedweh ose sn cee eensadsiss <¢se5.teu 


ODE SG. 11.6). A, MING vc. sae sevens susie icisbec oe goa eegVeabenesi caves basse eas tens 
Byrock to Brewarrinia ............46 
Homebush to Waratah SORE HOSE pad ROKeAALLer Gaon 
West Maitland to Taree ........ Oreo ae Aiebosn vase vesatnwe sees sphoterekst Beat 
Mares to Wanchope vi. ...:5 ++ ceeaes coset 
NV ETCNOPS TO MRTODECY cesses. sgpader ier sad wasssnsestepndesrnicovegons 
Micrapsey: LOUNARR RIG 5 ..cssssecoscsssscecenrse¥ etactcsetestesesde tenes sseiss 
WITH NGS CO RALCION. se: .c5tighch soesses xp ses baviebobesecbNneseseescctinngst cost bee. 
Coff’s Harbour to Raleigh .. “UF eaSgrnndune uno adarioannuee Ae oesnen thos 
Coff’s |Harbour to Glenreagh.. Beebe sstsesshienadaraccvorsssnecsnaerscrcaes (ste 4: 


OOO POR HH COO THe DO HER HEH EER OCC r Os F998 SOR 


Glenreagh to South Grafton ..... Masdeosunesssescrscbaennseheohe wtaates shade 
Hornsby to Milson’s Point ....... Bu od Sh ano ier ucanoo ice abau miasconbcasconoce 
COSTORT LOMO CECOUTED :ncsvenacss25s00bs eae secaeecvisenyecesh tay secees onmesewen ses 
PPROBIICED FD SOLGDUG any wigpcadar noe sssses ede cpgebbcocsessbesabsus shes ve8esy es 


Newcastle to Sian eevee athe 
ESTO GR LOLs A PANEL vig scarps, tacdeseecieg dec sects s cheer ereaneedesiicees 
Morpeth Branen 414...004s05 ss.s00 008 sevesedce ss 


. 
POC e we SOSH eR OHH HEH HOO HERETO HE DOD OEE 
. 


ML WELDEORI £0 MALTA WA: ous ves 550 50k 24 ones ee scssices gaotcs cae ebsopsnee sas cauees 
Werris Creek to Narrabt) Weest: -...c...0csccccssccccsescctccccceesvcsen senses 
Narrabri Junction to Inverell eee) Saeco Ua Bee. hagas 
Narrabri West to Walgett .........scccceeneues ‘makes: Wionmdincaeone: enppricne 
More; to Mungindi... 5 alee G4d epic yds Seaeo saree paneeesdeaeinael tics 
Burren Junction to Pokaiaros Le Te OS Sree eT er ee 


West Tamworth to Barraba ...... Acre FobaenegOeays sans ickien 


m. ch. 
1 388% 

15 384 
2 413 


Total Cost. 


£ 

973,036 
3,830,430 
101,315 
3,916,428 
127,122 
35,120 
4,710,770 
3,963,892 
990,937 
47,656 
160,279 
2,055,119 
29,230 
125,437 
1,197,318 
118,516 
188,191 
205,725 
545,131 | 
231,124 
217,974 
125,880 
129,103 
297,825 
272,628 
186,111 
398,303 

] 037,753 
504,805 
42,7 08 
719,218 
288,889 
183,5°1 
236,766 
60,914 
5,36 ’,040 
60,128 
329,924. 
664,718 
5,285,524 
1,621,378 
1,390,773 
$6,829 
187,975 
1,224,633 
368,352 
133,626 
695,993 
141,621 
596,400 
442,282 
131,641 
31,238 
127,390 
159,994 
15,623 
273,21 
307,097 
12t,101 
41,318 
322,318 
27,886 
162,348 
3,698,299 
1,654,392 
544,630 
447,019 
444,875 
62,224 
230,324 
759,735 
303,547 
88 ),284. 
15,643 
20,992 
6,272,976 
"806, 366 
61,487 

3 16, 394 
633,481 
520,360 
829,769 
867,121 
105,963 
258,350 


Average 
Cost per Mile. 


£ 
655,519 
247,424 
46,551 
28,369 
65,295 


7,821 


31,207 
21,534 
12,513 
6,085 
4510 
10,862 
10,290 
7,025 
10,827 
3,671 
5,838 
7,848 
&§,393 
5,91 
3,543 
3,908 
3,124 
4.228 
5,819 
4,928 
5,546 
6,159 
5,004 
3,826 
8,932 
3,734 
5,594 
4,961 
3,634 
54,474 
12,208 
39,189 
81,322 
46,225 
11,762 
6,164 
14,369 
11,572 
“994 
4,932 
5,627 
7,212 
2,260 
4,605 
6,005 
4,204 
8,0C4 
3,369 
4,737 
2,442 
2,847 
5,166 
3,293 
3.276 
3,790 
3,9 2 
2,790 
38,660 
14,329 
11,474 
14,585 
14,774 
18,168 
17,322 
27,329 
11,150 
€5,403 
32,673 
7,811 
* 15,436 
204,954 
17,094 
6,316 
6,785 
3,275. 
3,108 
4,757 
2,402 
4,202 
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APPENDIX VII[—(continued.) 


SrateMent showing the Capital Cost of the various sections of the Railways on the 30th June, 1925. 


Lines opened for Traffic. Length. | Total Cost. ae le) 
i 
m. ch. £ £ 
Murwillumbah to Grafton ............+ ae : 119 9 1,113,318 9,17 3 
Casino to Kyogle .............06 Ao dousanodtenenadc . V7 714 9,147 5,! 3) 
Tarrawingee Tramway...........sseecesseceeseeees 60 39 41 34,217 866 
Yanco to Griffith 00... ....ccee ce eeeee : Uepeeutente 33 834 164,154 4,376 
Griffith to Hillsten ..........00ss.-0000 63 &64 29-7169 4,469 
Total mileage and Cost .......ssseeeees itocsbasemacessnese 5,317 634 69,263,651 13,€25 
£ 
Rolling-stock ... GP ere Mace ens cebaattbuebi teeter tena, O20 400Rite 
Machinery “..<c..cccscevcascoctaccnrnincsessacveviereseseessons ee. 1,531,300 | 
Workshops ...........0scssccsescsscecsasceersssveccevescsercesee ves 1, 2205805) ic ceasenas : 20,0. 3,22 3,763 
urtiiture tore ccs ce aciecckedesccguee cstace recone as senvesdatenres eaces 11,894 | 
Store Advance ACCOUNL.........sseseceserssseesssseeseeseseeerss 1,063,000 
——— | | 
Total and average cost, all charges .......cceccseeseeeee 5,217 634 89,276,871 16,788 


TERRE ERRREER ER EEEErrnaniereriinemeemamneeemmmnaraerariiataiaiememeemmmemeemmemmamamacamaiaciacmcaaa aaa ale a Bed 


APPENDIX 1X, 


STATEMENT of Train, Locomotive, and Vehicle Mileage. 
3 fo) 


EEE EEE renin 


Year ended 30th June, 
Particulars. 
1923. 1922, 
TRAFFIC: TRAIN MILEAGE—~ | 
Passenger— Soren 
Country — Ordinary .i.1.2..00-s00 oaswesredas sorbed urpneveyiertarttaey Mtanl patad | leas on ses ce eller 6,199,067 | 5,951,682 
Assistant 2.5 cdsicbedece tne setetes scoeee aes Bin erste hePRinenee atettenine ea Seed <aeniee nates at 307,182. | 299,013 
WGight meuecesccstes de cnatinng pine gpl en rs Some tena Norn sisaAh Cee TER RRR Namie Rete oa ubhertents nasa et 175,024 | 162,339 
Suburban) cnccslecpscecdosccacwectackes. eabtienaceeensern Gong nes neceene Re cee abe ae me carte temeuncrs 4,574,790 | 4,407,184 
Oba) eseeessns Ertan corsatte tedupesce unt Or caevevesevnauene eecearen equahe suisaelenieae 11,256,063 10,820,118 
Goods— 
Ordinary.......ce.s0e. cont shdsansadeeee d020" <ecte fins unee BRlistned toate poRaaete Siaececaca eames 7,482,406 7,980,399 
Assistant ......:.s000ec met aes Geaae neseives inkoescedetsontiascueecesttuetee es dommeneigte sccaaur mune ceteee 512,286 526, 855 
Lightirivacscisolh sentences aanees sttoervelinate ordomeadanienlispiseelan ine dain rde ter cs Nee ie temie: eevee 743,731 883,550 
Total ii. 5.y ccvtaleanctneeanee naemnebasmnce seinem canes ence traaturcesrcercn care tists 8,738,523 9,390,804 
Mixed— ; 
OLGinary omnes woesadsenesedeccetsovedecweptaensqaesen dele cero uecueinmsaresrcrmtenecitedemateet acter 1,662,533 1,638,903 
Assistant —sicicelelen icacds sce ccs-sisnte ocutiebeec cusses dempencemtnesametire qaomiresteticnseaeeeereeraeie 17,151 22,671 
BAGH hc vies. tdnateeysath ca senehawuaaices aus wapemr aking eaxarens sre ciereeen sey POR arin He icoda: 19,591 14,569 
Total shisscccaceteacsgaics- 0d tach cv deel ottoee rasiubaen cates stra tere meee oeeaee 1,699,275 1,676,143 
Total’ Trathe.- Train Miles gey.. rocssaceros ct oc oso coe cote teres 21,693,861 21,887,065 
DEPARTMENTAL MILEAGE— 
DAGHE co incstetese hoses cncnigaheman ev ses dese eden meme aire e ree ean deus tmne ty seria aca eeorat 412,350 448,892 
Ba laste 20s 2 loc si Secica coon cemeeec tne Conese Perce cere ee eee eee eee en inee eee aeeataee 309,766 360,503 
Inspection, Special :/.,2.. Hipscrsrisegne cateet sgphsne shes seueb onc soay sous caboesetuctnis yee eke 37,869 49,797 
Wathen oss. a saki desaauane cake teces cee unaee Cato a dn coca eoteae caeeuce tne yun cRe cramer cere 86,868 63,037 
Loco: Coal (inccscc ccneeenne BERR N sab nc RRR GUCCRERE CRORE ENT Bont mieaniaecheb netic cop adacaraitsose 307,957 314,312 
Casualty‘and Doubling iif rom wae derscustca pap te ote tvany vevacsate Wess acparesicssign eveceteaemee 42,309 42,959 
Total © auscvotsaussecnseicus sabes susie seb conoweins ites vatulsutiovesne Wie seenmeteeattae 1,197,119 1,279,500 
hunting swiss wean ancaccacsen seca meesccanencsiacstec as ARGTRE Uehoues sale NeCeC eee Panna dSog 3,776,474 3,953,304 
Total Locomotive Mileage tor... csss+ «issuer anvererins tracane carers 26,667,454 27,119,S69 
VEHICLE MILEAGE— See piesa 
Passenger— 
Country esdds cc visa satveces suse vueissnabtes esate tamesbessmee atl cate tee eatin omenGe tree is ese N men ete amens 46,451,250 44,971,088 
Saburban. Mie Pekticescoss cn vas vncece coca cps meine le eeee kelione ct ment ta ecsee tere cette teeta tee 66,152,524 35,431, 199 
phe. | Beemer recat santban aceon. jocenin cAtroricotedtm chodabbududscdidseuancyasaont 82,603,774 80, 402,287 
Goods— us la 
Loaded sbinde iseiiaauat abet oo dlaauWlvcteva stead cee cpartiaine deesactreone eater cs nn an Rie ane ae amare toe 169,612,069 173,446,665 _ 
EARPUCY © ose.seser cen cet somretls ove caw cece ts ettentsie nanan: saeme pec de ea acter ae Mente k a emnan Cae eee ee 89,267,066 92,087,636 
ET OGAINES, cote ceura Nenotetoaeten scoters Sve seaheae Vouh devas eae eee ener eres 258,879,135 265,534,301 
otal Vehicle ‘Miles ge — Susu csoccvecuivesssusensurientades Pash basis 341,482,909 345,936, 588 
Gross Ton Mineacr— e 
Passenger Trains ....csscseesssescseeiercesseeeeseneentetaes seseseencauaereceeeeeescescoeenne Gaeeee eeeees 1,959, 147,760 | 1,874,456,445 
Mixed Trains 2. ..ccsccedssseseeeoes ices Sota ahah doc stiecobocrtania sh oartonletra sa gmatncs PanmnU cae ae ee 339,405,646 327,029,714 
Goods "Trains... ic). cccctieotioesdasnae .ctscete ris Ceehioot Munchies seegalachcctisen an taNere anc eeea ade Rie cee ae 3,212,697,614 | 3,454,844,477 
Departmental Trainst yi. 0 cciivecescncc + oatreti. ouctensnadaiyeeatneharniovyashabeeesbideracsssseveeetoars 62,989,822 54,806,093 
Lotalecccieeerene Te ee NSA ctoun eee Reem Bo vecoraudoes ene 5,574, 240,842 | 5,711,136,729 


a a a eae ee eee 
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APPENDIX X, 


RAILWAYS.—Sratement sHowinc Locomotives, Coacuinc Stock, Goovs Stock, aAxp Senvice Stock on THE 
1923, 


Books av 30rn JUNE, 


Tractis e Power. Capacity. 
| 
Vehicles, | Number. fie : Vehicles. Number. | 
Total. | age) | Total. Ae ae 
LOCOMOTIVES. lb, lb. GOODS STOCK. tons tons 
| | 
SCRE id schasw sip. iro oceascebwienawics 31,970,297} 23,841 | Box Goods Waggomns ...... ..cccseecee] veces epee eA aa Mae MEET 
| Open Goods Waggons ..... ...e..ee 14,050 | 216,853 | 15 
| q Cattle Waggon ......cssceeeeeceeeee es 1,260 7,840 | 6 
| ‘Capacity (Passengers). | Sheep Waggons .........6:ceseeeeen ee 1,697 10,530 6 
Vehicles, amber} Coal) Waggon care ay seco ove cases ec 1,550 20,244 13 
Total | Average per PinwvnedsViansiccs ss csecocecet teas cones 1,006 12,598 13 
i Vehicle. | Refrigerator Vans ..............:6.000 211 3,494 | 15 
a Powdery Viars Menara siases cr ceces 61 410 7 
* : ; ; BlateWaggonsiner caassessta. sh stances 83 984 | 12 
COACHING STOCK. Bolster Waggons i... ccsesseeecces 915 | 39,215 | 33 
? Brak en VialiShatracra cic ceahar ovate 644 on: | apeeneee 
Passenger Cars — Other Vehicles Ai... sccoseesesee- 70 735 ll 
RRO ASSP Rect des ws seas /ehlorts ssc anerahiaresi 470 26,013 55 oe ae 
PAO OIR SION cen accneiss os vocstaiee sore oa. 982 59,507 61 i tisy even aes Demi 21,577 303,93: 14 
WaiMOSECO Wes fond ba inessceeltees seca: 22) Oley on ees 
Sleeping Cars— 
TPSERCHAUGSHE  creiteitecs ai inacines <ovicea teens nae 86 2,260 26 SERVICE STOCK. Number. 
2nd CIOS SMR re eriatc he setertoesch enantn® |) edebacleee Cle wanna eons 
Special Cars Cee cette eer e sees cer eneeereeees: 183 28 9 Casualty or Break-down Vans Se raeiath 39 
Parlor Cars BS cboseee See eat ocatiellamsracne iPidecustnea: eaten | Water Drache eae tate, 164 
Dining Cars Ndi s\Sielw\dya'8/s/0)n)4/6)0\0's 0 sieis\ oie nselsisieie's ; 1 38 38 Loco. Coal Trucks ee eS ee ee eS ISt 
Mail Vans ........:.sescessscesseesoereeee: ZOU WP vane eicpteli reet cotta Dallash Weoonssa ces stesdiso.e 712 
Luggage Ni Seerers tesa eacco tse teacscane lt mise slots fete aeeee [oe eeeeee (ani\chiclosm ame. ins wie 255 
Carriage Trucks Peer ee reese eesertenees GO SIR sare scotera eee nates ans NWWeorkimeay Ss) Wash ncasseo coe eens OG 
Horse Boxes vic... 6 eessecesseees : V7Z | svesccte | “aeeeeeene NIIGIge WWGIAR) Jee An geuohhiecr caolee nae 32 
EEE TSESCL gage Ne a lO Cll WL eat eos alld Seen Cranes (not Locomotive) eee oe ey Me ee Oe os 
Motor Passenger Vehicles son Ga eottde: 2 82 | A¥CE PloughiVane teeter aa rics ll 
Brake Vans ZS eweelevaveetcete scc.ceeseserees 139 78 | wee weaees Motor Inspection Cars See eee 8 
Other Vehicles .........fssseseeeeeee DF | seeeeeees | sereeeves Pay, Carstaecdcsicel cee eermecie | iSuaes 
Other Vehiolesointns.ssecsssesmesteces: 604 
PGEAT S| lsboecscck hed tein 2,188 99,738 | 46 Total, cau ote 1,906 
PE 
APPENDIX. XI, 
Return of Persons killed or injured during the years ended 30th June, 1923, and 1922. 
1923. 4022. 
Passengers — Killed. | Injured. | &ill ed,| Injured. 
ious causes beyond their own control *............cccseccsersrseesessee escnsee saute Bint ae ices cea Meow he t4h aed pe) 38 
iF hrough contributory negligence .....ees eee csereeeeeeee Ata analcnees HES AG puRDOBo Rr UdosnCer Ranuccan te REA en ner noel aL opoBade Por) Oana 
Pemeewienrdieh thetr wwir action Or megligence .cccciccscsl in vcciscovsesacceanssccoeccaue tat sessseecaecietarsenwse 10 145 4 134 
Number of passengers killed and injured per million carried due to causes beyond their own control ...... | 178 ‘313 
Employees while in the execution of their duty — 
EEE Eeees DEVOHM tWhlelv2OWl CONLLOL soc... 1. cece sse-thidea Deshnwcs csv togscen eodeebyn Weetour sueccsdececnauderess 16 1 25 
I hrough SOIREE PTO LU PENCE M gre. nay sien nei egele ond <a hnsavanjen'ssldieeandeobsuedee¥nag Wa anentlacJeSnaankndtin 63 57 
Solely “throngh EMEP OW D SCHON OF NEG GENCS Lo rio erase os ncarentensesesetcnwaryadte aenidaedarsacenge ged eis ee (3 169 21 154 
Employees proceeding to or from duty within the reas DOUNGATY Merrie er cen eee eats aaa ie i 4 1 3 
MPUATSEDT OS TGE IN (UTEd: ALTCTOSSINGS |. .ca.ccsrss vceie-acdtecetue sess, vbacsdorseates unseen seen sanmavenseens wsggeesentersesres : 9 3 3 
NOT OTA acer tc sec cce 288 wnlgis ool Ser Wve munis sat ncanuner epee dons satns see yateehadasnenss caqcdedenialepeteens gat «a: 19 7 29 18 
Te Bd de tee ahi, Aten erento) nl selena ste vv apet Go epanveessieasienvs vein tlapaashebied Gee ons 3 63 8 35 


This returh ats ineludes Gexatien: in eernemion with Tr ain Working aad the mov heat of Rollin cry retook. 
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Particulars. 1923. 1922. } 
i a 7] 
Mls. Chs. Mls. Chs. 
3 
1, Average mileage of Railways open for traffic .. a : 5,196 (tt 5,077 94 
PASSENGER TRAFFIC. ead Mase! 
SY Country _. 7,241,007 6,966,648 
2, Passenger train mileage ies atic aes Saburban ree 4,581,481 4,412,183 
Country zs 3,754,999 3,752,586 
3. Passenger earnings Suburban AB 2,249,703 2,182,030 
: Country re 10,697,392 10,377,016 
4, Number of Passengers carried Reiathae et 113,017,247 110,921,845 
; : Country afte 838,239, 328 805,633,341 
5. Number of Passengers carried one mile. 4 Suburb +. 841,663,309 804, "985, 609 
F ¢ Country ce 78°35 17: 64 
6. Average miles each Passenger was carried... :) Suburban a 7-44 7-26 
‘ Country a 18 18 
7, Average number of Passengers per car mile Subar ban Cs 23 23 
; Country d. 84°24 86°79 
8. Average earnings from each Passenger Subuathati ai 4°78 4°72 
; : \ Country d. 1-08 1:12 
9. Average earnings per passenger mile *) Suburban... AL 64. 65 
Per Average Mile of Railway Open. 
. ‘ Country 2,157 2,140 
10. Number of Passengers carried Sbushen 475,362 485,456 
‘ : 4 Country 169,034 166,157 
11. Number of Passengers carried one mile 4) Suburban 3,540,119 3,523,067 
ane at Country 1,460 1,437 
12. Passenger train mileage Guburkan 19,270 19,310 
F “ie Country £ 757 174 
13. Passenger earnings  U Suburban £ 9,462 9,550 
Per Passenger Train Mile. 
Country é 119 118 
14, Average number of Passengers Gubukhan 188 186 
Country . 6:16 6°22 
15. Average number of Cars ah ae ai burba 8-04 8-16 
: Country : d 124°46 129°28 
16. Average Passenger earnings ... es Sibarban 7 d 117:85 118-69 
GOODS TRAFFIC—PAYING. : 
17. Goods Train mileage a a, iy ae ay : oe 9,871,373 eas 
18. Goods earnings ree ee ahs Aes ae ; £ 7,868,769 | 7,953,9! 9. 
19. Number of tons carried ... ae os , + 13,567,500 Leh oa? 
20. Number of tons carried one nile. ae ae ee ; : 1,166,237,921 1,365, bro 
21. Average haul per ton of goods (miles) = 2 ae 85°96 ans 
22. Average tonnage per loaded truck (paying and free)... : 8-48 4s 
23. Average train load (paying and free, tons) ae 160°03 oS 
24. Average earnings per ton fe et d 136°84 ae 
25. Average earnings per ton mile d 1:60 
GOODS TRAFFIC— GROSS. 
26. Average tonnage per loaded truck (paying and free)... 16°30 Tide 
27. Average train Toad (paying and free, tons) 387 On 
28. Average number of vehicles per train—loaded 18°61 eae 
29. Average number of vehicles per train—empty 10:03 9°8 
Per Average Mile of er Open. i hee 
30. Number of tons carried (paying traffic)... 2,656 ‘J mee 
31. Number of tons carried one mile (paying trafic) 924,417 eee 
32. Goods Train mileage the 1,899 2,07 
33. Goods earnings ee £ 1,514 1,567 
Per Goods Train Mile. | 
o4. Average earnings Sup ave ae so d. 191°31 181-66 
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APPENDIX XII. 
* SparisticaAL STATEMENT.— Years ended 30th June, 1923 and 1922. 


Norr.—* Does not include the following tonnage, for which only shunting and haulage charges were collected :-— — 


1923 


Peer eee eee Peer eee eee eee ee eee ee sc eey 


POO eee eee eee der ee eH He POE EOH HEMEL EEF EE HeE Hee eEeeeees Fee 


APPENDIX XIII. 
SravemENt showing additions to Railway Capital during the year ended 30th June, 1923. 


233,810 tons. 
335,756 tons. 


On Existing Lines— ++» £ Sade £ s. d. 
Rolling Stock:tistetasccereccoccseracsecencomeccssce teeatnepmsnes Seseesens 605,074 1 38 
Additions to Lines, Stations, &.........0000+ eee 703,082 18 2 
Duplication and Deviation of Lines .......00...ssssecsseesssaeseecesess 509,939 10 7 
Towards Construction of Flemington to Belmore and Dulwich 

Hill to Glebe Island and Darling Island Railways ............ 97,444 19 7 
Equipment of Refreshment Rooms.. 4,026 8 10 
Railway Connectioa to Terminal Wheat Elevator, Glebe “Island 1,358 O 5 
Electrification of Railway Lines ...... Lenedguernes ... 109,799 6 8 
State Colliery, Lithgow, up ig pepenis of . sstwchomernietee? 79,573 14 10 
Store Advance Account.. waeae tee sinew ae Rees eet 200,0C0 O O 

1,910,298 19 11 
Thess Credits ........ Soa cceutiereamucacuitccwsesiseeteere tes RAE oust 24.416 3 10 
1,885,882 16 1 
Railway Construction--- 
New Lines— 
Coff’s Harbour to Glenreagh ...... seeeanen’s 759eD 2 12 
Canowindra to Hugowra ......seeseeres ses ROCIO AES OU GAAN seks 205,193 10 4 
*Barmedman to Rankin Springs .. .........+5 : coaan OCbpeOS 1 cam 
‘Wiestimesd! toiCastlarballiresnssrenccusecthvescsesaiecsaderea atest. 96,628 10 7 
Raleigh to Urunga ........+6. inshisise\eaisoltelsitetter Meetieasiais omateseare ties 62,224 2 8 
Griffith to Hillston gies, ssanece mses ne stove ao@0n0 chAgognos puede 298,109 17 8 
Expenditure on lines open prior to Ist July, 1022 .ncgssesed cnr 795 11 4 


1,817,548 4 2 
Public Works Depart ment— 
Additions to Central Railway Station .....secssssseoeee 
Wollongong to Port Kembla Railway Fuaavaeianenesiine 


19,068 10 11 
1,500 8 0 


——_ 


Ceo red resooeres 


Hye eee oeecerree 20,568 18 11 


—— 


———— 


—_—eoeoeoo 


£3,728,999 192 


STATEMENT showing the dates of opening and length of line of the various sections of the 
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APPENDIX XIV. 


Railways to the 30th June, 1923. 


Date of opening. 


26 Sept., 1855... 
fn ey. 1800... 
POPs su) 850... 


5 April, 1857... 


9 Mar., 1858... 
17 May, 1858... 


27 July, 1858.. 
a 3h 1860; 
Aaes e LS00) 


12 Dec., 1861.. 
24 Mar., 1862... 
1 May, 1862... 


7 July, 1862... 


1 Sept., 1862... 


7 May, 1863... 
1 July, 1863... 


2 May, 1864... 
1 Dec., 1864... 


1 Mar., 1867.. 
1l July, 1867.. 


2 Dec., 1867... 
1 May, 1868 .. 
6 Aug., 1868... 
19 May, 1869... 


27 


20- Oct., 


22 sy) LSi 2: 


1 July, 1872... 
a Mar 18a: ; 
4 Feb., 1875... 


9 Nov., 1875... 
4 April, 1876... 
3 July, 1876... 


1 Nov., 1876... 
1876... 
12 Mar., 1877... 
19 April, 1877... 


1 


13 Aug., 1877... 
1 Nox, 1877... 
2 April, 1878... 
6 July, 1878... 


3 Sept., 1878... 
14-Oct., 1878... 
25 Mar., 1879... 


1 Sept., 1879... 
1879... 
] June, 1880... 
1 Sept., 1880... 


11 “ys 


1 Feb., 1881... 
1881... 
...| Junee 


23: 
9 Jan ; 


10 Mar., 1882... 
15 May, 1882... 
4 July, 1882... 


Tieag,, 1882. 


2 Aug., 1882... Moonbi arte (Aa bn ky oh 


From where opened. 


To where opened. 


Quadruple 
Line. 


Treble Line. 


5 1869) 
18 Oct., 1869... 
1 Mar., 1870... 
1 July, 1870... 


1870... 
17 April, 1871... 
1 Aug., 1871... 
5 April, 1872... 


1881... 
1 Sept., 1881... 
1882... 
I Mar.; 1882.., 


DSVOMEY se et cccapesenensa, eenessced 
Redfern Tunnel 


eer eee eee ee eee) 


ee en) 


er er ee 


Near Newcastle 
1 Wriy £35 9 12070) boc bes eoecrrontucntosunde 
Hast. Maitland: .. cc. sercsrcresss 


CO 


eee 


Parramatta Junction........ 
Blacktown 
Lochinvar 

Rooty Hill 


OO ee 
eee eee 


ee 


South Creek 
Campbelltown..............000 
Branxton 
Monanolet.sscamnansveniae ces: 


ee ween en eene 


Perera en eee werese 


HCUOLER ERG oo snle ra ceatisa sinc tes \ 


Mittagong 
IWiGatherpoord oy.cisscdsuese 2) 
Sutton Forest 
Singleton 


eee ee ery 


eee eee eee ery 


Reet ante r omen eee ee wee 


Marulan 
Mount Victoria 
Bowenfels 


eee ee ee ee er ee 
eee e eee eee seneneee 


Muswellbrook 
Aberdeen 


eee ee ee i) 


Cert meee eta eee 


Cee ee a 


Ce ee ee 


Rydal 
Locke’s Platform 
Macquarie Plains 
Raglan 


See 


Rookwood Cemetery Branch’ 
Goulburn 
Kelso 


Pr ee ee iy 
eee eee ee 


ee er iy 


Bowning 
Bathurst 
Binalong 
Blayney 


ee ee 


Deemer eee en eens we neeees 


Cee eee se coe conor resens | 
MMUERUTUNGI: sae ccsaccce mace. 
Murromburrali <...1.0.1.056.. 
COOLAMUNALH ast cede sees ers | 
JBC AUOUA EH osc as cemosobageentn | 

ee ee | 


Quirindi 


eee eee ee 


Breeza 
Orange 


ee Oe e ete e eee wee eeeees 


eee eee eee ee Beet eter eee 


Sandgate Cemetery Branch | 
Wellington 
Gerogery 


weed He eee eens 
eee eee eee ee 


eee bere e ee cere reeree. eee 


Junee Triangle Loop......... 
Narrandera 


ee ey 


Campbelltown...............08 
Wallerawang 
Carrathool 
Gunnedah 


ee teem newer eens 


eee ee ee 


i AMATO BERD DUA YE We cee sence yaaraccnee 


Gunning 


| Breeza 


, Gunnedah 
Wellington 


: 
| Gerogery 


| Albury 


| Moonbi (Kootingal]) 


Parramatta Jct. (Granville) 
Darling Harbour............... 
Riverpooless weerec cou veaseace 
Kast Maitland............ + 


Newcastle 
Campbelltown,............066. 
West Maitland 
Lochinvar 


ee er 


Seen e ewer eeerenee 


Blacktown 
Rooty Hill 
Branxton 


Cannes werner e waetes 


POV eee ere eee eee eeeene 


eee e eww ere ates er taeeee 


Penrith eee. acodsgssscsocssaceceees 
Wiettantletennestaa: mincessece st 
Singleton 
Picton 


er 


Morpeth 
Richmond 
Mittagong 
Weatherboard (Wentworth 
Falls). 
Sutton Forest (Moss Vale).. 
Mount Victoria 
Marulan 


De eee Feet oe ee eeene 
eee eee nee e nee eeenee 


OO ne) 


Oe eee weneenee 


errr ree rere ee eee ees 


Goulburn 
Bowenfels 


12) 3 ph Vie eine eee ee 
‘Aberdeen 
Scone 

Wingen 


re ee Re 
errr eee eer rr) 


ee 


Locke’s Platform (Locksley) 
Macquarie Plng.(Brewongle) 


’ 
Peete eee were es ee ereeeen. 


ee re 


Fee ee bee eeeenenre eeee 


Bathurst 
Bowning 


Pee e meee rane ee ere reeeoes 


Binalong 
Blayney 
Murrumburrah 
Orange 


See 
eee rr 
Cee eee nore eens 


Seem eee ee eee wernt esses 


Quirindi 
Cootamundra 
Bethungra 
Junee 


Fane e eee were e ee enes 
eee eee 
Pee eneeee ees eeeeseuee 


Teme eens Pee eee wen eeeee 


Nth. Wagga Wagga (Bomen) 
West Tamworth............... 


Wagga Wagga ........00008. 


Pe Rete were eee ween nee 


eer rece eee eee eee 
eee ee eee) 


eee e eee e were teerene 


Darlington (Willbriggie) .. 
Carrathool les dhieerres ee 
Camden 
Capertee 


eee Peer Cee e ere 


Peer eee nee eeeesenese 


etter e ee Hen weeee 


Sr i 


eee rereee 


eee eeeee 


ey 


pete eenne 


Pee reees 


Ce 


Pee eeeree 


peer e eres 


eee eoeee 


eee ew sees 


eee eeeees 


ny 


eee eeres 


eee eeeeee 


center eee 


Sere eenes 


eer esecee 


weer ewree 


wetter eee 


Pe aeersee 


 eeee rae 


ny 


Fev eneees 


eee eeeeee 


eee e wees 


Bee reeeee 


ed eeeeee 


Occ wnee 


eee tees 


teen ee 


Sey 


ey 


eee eens 


ay 


eee eewee 


eee eeeeee 


Deweeeree 


ee re 


eee eeeeee 


*1 mile 9} chains of this is Five Lines, 


nT 

Sethi Bvadlatio 
Biles i0/nai5e 
AGacdaceeoc 
Soe botOCOO0 
Spb soutehne 
Ace NOCOCHODS 
cdpatiodndoc 
ree on 
shocaapationc 
PeDasICEROOE 
SSdcdocsBMad 
pep ecnar is: 

fic GadoH ONO 
SébicobtdoDeD 
Saves cenense 
orIgbab aueCsC 
86) canboodae 
sone Caos 
dceogaanGo 
Scacquponbds 
Spocdanboany 
Rerarecnnce 
HadoacoOonees 

0 72} 


eee cote eeeee 


eee reer eeeee 


oe eee reeeee 


acca ren oeene 


Peer eee erone 


Cn ee) 


Ce ey 


eee ee weeee 


se eeereneee 


ee i) 


eee eer eeeene 


eee eet eennee 


OO ao 


ere ee reener 


eee oeee ieee 


be aeeeeoores 


Cee ee tetnes 


eee ew eeen 


Fe nae eee 


ee a | 


ser eoererees 


seer e eee eeee 


eee eT | 


Peewee eeenes 


beer eeneeree 


see ree eeenee 


Ce a 


seer eeeeeeee 


Pee eee eeeres 


Cee eee eer eee 


Cie 


ser eeeeeeres 


seer eeees 


Double 
Line. 
m. Cc. 
4 514 
1 383 
7 55? 
2 64 
oe AL 
ll 673 
"5 45} 
8 22h 
3 643 
8 232 
4 42 
4 604 
6 462 
12 40 
29 388 
8 634 
15 Ot 
29 273 
18 78 
19 524 
3 60 
6 223 
20 44 
ft 3 
4 774 
2 684 
33 304 
144 
31 40} 
15 25% 
12 594 
21 544 
7 56 
24 444 


ee eeeree 


eee eereee 


pene eeres 


ener eee 


set eeeeee 


eee eens 


ee eteeeee 


sees wee 


fete tenes 


Peco eeeee 


eee enenee 


tee ee ween 


oe eeesoee 


see oeeone 


we eeeeeee 


seeeenane 


seereneee 


Single Line. Coils, 
m. c m. Cc. 
ee 13. 28 
RAR: | 1 382 
ns | 8 644 
Pot 17 82 
a ee 0 
macy eat ll 67% 
Nua 2 16} 
Saeean 6 5 
eae 8 224 
chee 3 3 
elise 8 232 
ee 4 43 
eae 4 60} 
oe ern 6 463 
14 25 14 25 
Seas vs 12 40 
3 478 | 3 472 
16 19% 16 19% 
24 454 25 404 
oak 29 382 
opens e 8 634 
cf bee 15 Of 
Ne ss 29 273 
31 O+ 31 08 
(fe | 19 70% 
ape 19 52k 
3 643 | 7 443 
aise. 6 222 
7 3872 | 7 372 
8 504 8 50% 
10 353 10 352 
eh i 13. %% 
eee 20 «64 
seen | Te <3 
Ree Se 4 774 
Raber 2 68} 
0 47 0 47 
i eee 33 304 
1 Foe | 1 33h 
Fh sch 31 404 
Fane ae 15 25% 
18 232 Sr 43 
Beet ce 21 54} 
12 294 | 20 5k 
ox cs Ob UE 
0 634 25 274 
16 31} | 16 314 
18 302 18 303 
17. 36 17 36 
37 26} 37 264 
14 35} 14 354 
4 494 4 49} 
26 44 26 4} 
55 33 55 33 
59 15} 59 154 
0 343 0 3432 
31 26} 31 26} 
1g 394 18 394 
60 53 60 53 
0 332 0 33% 
38 16 38 16 
12 1} 12 ‘lt 
s4° 58 34 8 
7 66} 7 664 
92 741 . 22 ig 
35 684 35 ° 8h 
24 354 24 35+ 
-51 4632 5l 462 
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Date of opening. From where opened. To where opened. | Thane: vote | oe aipal | Bias 
mC inky m. ¢ my mn ssuCs 
1 Oct.,- 1882..)eBoggabrileenesercsten sess es Narrabri |W est" .. dcctsswsnessalersectaces aul teeta cee tee aan Mem esas 31 303 31 304 
20 °,, 18822 eDubboweree ce mre: Nevertire. cics.cveiece aire clone cil aieiteecoone a mal mame li caents vit samme ammeter Tastes 63 «62 63 62 
3.Feb., J8S3eimUrallasener ra cedeeececes oe Armidales ii. s.cccocsacsvscunetseolll teraccieece Mn ikea enisace i mee Mier Ecreires 14 644 14 644 
9 June, IS8SeyeNevertire snr aces cesses NYNand . vinspsscescvanssanaceeel” | pancasht setae aaravet ask ane Lt) aeaeeeanle 36 «12 36 «12 
14 4) pl S83je eal bury beet call -uemesaascem River Murray. oi uemsdtesans sete Bute en cntsc aenl Maaco ea T4082" Do eteceee 1 402 
3 Jan., 1884...) Joppa Junction .............6: TAv gO. cieverses-cemiaraeisasetads|  Mesacie game Maced ceeveaa ee eee 20 143 20 143 
9 June, 1884.5) Capertee. s.i.......scscceseevense By latone occ.iov; toowsactunsis naess Yoh Anatase lease aie vee) en mre eames 30 78% 30 784 
1D Aug, TSS4 Si PArmidale sac ccscseateysece spec Glen Innes %,.5 : paisgsase's seomdal i peateocse tal aes setetrent om lumens 63 523 63 523 
2 Sepspu Sere Nyeeat os. fo5...csceeaeeseceg be By POCK e205 cdslessen sens ncaess bined igtina ment emeaaaincepea ig ml btn ca neces 78. 123 78 123 
lO gas, mee OOa ame yIStoneutnssqesstcs sterearccess M tid gee-¥ vit. s.natsecemsesouees| mame astra tell iaietedes cea accel Miaaeeaeess 31 65 31 65 
LOE, OS 4 Narrandera... ccecnsecenens Jerilderie,.iquaosscaeors sarees ess) danas vas een wiaaatteneemaeicn at ee tae 65 04 65 Of 
TH Octal S84 Sa eS yOney sracccwhcesn deme aatcnane Hurstvilletee seen. BOOS eal: eens nemntnce 4 6820)" c.nsseere 9 164 
+eMarieLoSo fae arago we. s.ee oe cceeconeece tes Bunpendorejs. cmoncscetee cen: | aber csaece cane MMe oie cone) Meee ets 19 202 19 202 
26 eee OSo2n i Demondrille meses ae seeeee Wun eer ccccetess ss scesbingse neh 0 Mees an lis au ate ste de toned bee ear 17 38% 17 38% 
3 Sept., 1885...| Byrock ........056 Aapikee en eee Bourke 2a. cewcktecsanectesemtsyscievetlliiatestenottts milatcnesee tate Mall meee vem 48 30% 48 307 
2Deckw el Ssoc Orange bs oscaessccusaesemecesence Moon gia. ee osencesseaecceneser) ~ anaiacnes jie Mamocdeoornon » ke isnonbotad 23 25? 23 252 
PAR oe, Metstaens! MOT YeCsice) dep snnricnandsocotanons|) =. arcooncgacooen caanconccoae — ||P  Goanadtes Vere peapevendie WIN Senatcbicey 0 282 Q 282 
260; SSH eee ELUrsbVville sacs ysansaceece aie Sutherland Perc seescscceeusenes) ie eee et aan eect G6 wl a heathens 6 12 
9 Mar., 1886...) Sutherland ..............:006: Waterfalliare Staten cena Gata nnn eee Be otesern 8 Gad iltchereeee 8 63} 
935 1886...| Loftus Junction .............+ National Park. cic. soases vosee| o meece na veil WMC eee men cca. 1 142 1 143 
1 June; 1886..)) Cootamundra ...:..c1...ses0s02 Guna gale aecaucseuecee-neveccce ae certetecn aserammieeeiairs aggnanee 33 414 33 414 
1Sept.,2886 5.) Glen Innes ....0., ccdaeseesweee Tenterfield itis socuecesocnisoctel. Wecnese Roam mane occa all Meeee eee 57 414 57 414 
17 Biss eae O80... motrathtield 2... .asckameneeeseene ELOrns by Morea cwenecasansen nee 1 124 2 63 9) G0}, Gimmes 13 55% 
ENO Vig SSO. pr) aX OUD S..s sr ce. armen ee neers COWLA gsbranctns: ates otececuseseall Talictieeaes tos weil Mibewecemre 46 254 46 255 
TgAPrilyl SS Jie) CELOVUSD Ya aaneecsatecer deena ates Hawkesbury Rivers .cr....5.6) Ge. cece he 13. 52Ecl eacemeens 14 524 
Pay Ainvixer, “ieteyis col) COIN G0} see sere enpansvecinnnncd 20000 W ollongon ames secu atecec sail soca neers al eneoen eats 13 274 0 352 13 634 
TSEAU CE eLSS7 call GOSLOLG Gna.marr ween eeem ieee Hamiltan itso heeern eee enen aes cseecne 1 54} 50 11 Pe io 51 654 
15 ,, 1887...) Woodville Junction ......... Islington Junction costveatore| leessnasese) alien taonteenvane 0 233 | wre 0 232 
8 Sept., 1887...| Bumgendore...........cssceecees Queanbeyan i2.2\...0c ae Se ein oJ]: medean aeouce alt Wee sees | Jeeees 17 28 
SINOV..5 ASSicca VV OLlONQON gees. tsar cesnerees North Kiama: (Bombo) ccc.) o atescueat 0) catdewnewetine Aerie rsbeoods 20 63 20 63 
iDec:,, IS8i a eQueanbeyan eerie. cet Michelago. cijses shes sccouccecatel Mimeecers ceil Wiacarsci’ies ere pil nC ReCE Cr 30 013 30 «Ik 
16)Jan., J88823) Mullet ‘Creek wa-..se.<0-+ seen Gosford 22) J.dsec caceesesaaeccen| Matter cee inl odes ees ote DQ 6454) 6c eekeee 9 64 
16555. 9 elS8S8 en eLentertield waewesastee cosets W allan garra qinsscse sce ssecckelamatceaseunten ull) labes comer nn Ieemtarareet ll 614 ll 61} 
Loeb. m1 S882. Cowra stare seremenmeraes Blayney veasiccicastntencscssosel el mectacs meal Uulustensosa cere nit Mae ceneraats 46 62} 46 623 
3 Oct., 1888...| Waterfall......... SER er One: (O00 aye RCo RRC CAMA eri katate disce SNe  copBedcaonad 13 6 eo 14 123 
1 May, 1889..| Hawkesbury River ......... Mullet Creole (occ. c. scaecesen! Dicer ose weenie aie teenieee 4. G72 | sseneres: 4 67? 
ol ae, 1889 wl Michelagommeoswetsesssetesees Cooma: sss ik Fercenos cee na cons dele Ras aaas penal oracle oeec aiee Cain ieee 40 433 40 434 
1 Jans 18902.) Hornsby secs ROR St."Leotiards ota, ccauctec dates sone mececocemtenrs 10 =452. | Giscccees 10 452 
1 July, 1890...) Mt. Keira Junction ......... Wollongong Harbour gersrsdla ceesccsscien |imececcasnce se in mentee 1 8} 1 8} 
gees 189] e- eELomebushuecmseseeeeeten North: Strathfield: tec. sencsedimichaecenc oman meee eee O. 44451 eee O 444 
20 April, 1892...) Yass Junction...............6+ Vass Town aids. iceecdccsataccsl Meane overt eial) Maaco hence or oui tae eee 2 674 Whe ABW 
1 July, 1892..| Nyngan Junction ............ CODAL csiaisassosisteissesven sessed eas| | lees htc illic Oeaceeees ys aa menue 81 29 $1 29 
SiOCte mel SO2 ene O@ulcalrn eee meta ease eeree GOLOWA Siaiconca ce deen mapas ein eRe a eCeenTlaeeecer vane en Re ER ee 47 66 47 66 
1 May, 1893...) St. Leonards ............:.000 Milson’s Point. i..cs0ssieeenes| sneer ee ee aes 2 Ga Mesa 2 eid. 
PAA hve. MCE RRA orden iGekeeh nassnshocnecoocer IN OWA yeas tect vane cute ta icaeseal knoe ree ined | eetitas seers e mak | ame eee 22 594 22. 594 
1 Sept., 18932.) Cootamundra ..-).cetee seers AL GMOLA Hse deter sehen eee oon ene te Ra Eee oe a eae see 38. 23 38 2 
LSs Decree SIS anleNlolong st ramcener renee POL Des Rant vumh wna rieee set nanen ec oe! cen Ea eae ehca a ee een 72 664 72 664 
15 Mayi1894 5. "Lismore (21.0.5. 4.c..ceeen eee Mullumbimby.. ............ Sul apa teatliseH ta este. sous. Sita ene 33 57% 38 572 
24 Deéc., 1894...) Mullumbimby......... ........ Murwillumbah and Condong),’“.2y....:.<u0)) sagen ones ll Menem 20s: 25 If 
1 Feb.,. 1899...) Sydenham) ©, 5.) ..seemasee. Belmore eo. cos aechacoeakeee- F NOdas, § ap aera <3 ey fo a eae 5 3 
14 Octs, 1896s, | Jerilderioss.a-casece-snemieeeee Berrigan ..0.fee.iseucssccuracceall |ancrcctie eal leltone eee oneal | arte anenee 21 664 21 664 
15 Dees 189604) sbarkes!vuatsseateosomre esters Bogan: Gate: 5.5. ciaeticatie ode set cctdcme Lime tie ean eee 23 «17% 23 17? 
1 April, 1897...) Narrabri Junction............ Moree: -eeiiai  Watecnetenone ccd aborass Se2 ot ee welt Reeee nen eeeee 62 472 62 473 
1 es SOs es) Narrabri Loo pmereaaree mere |ibeyes-asisse ors. Segue sacteomsicneeecem ital tts ser ehellcaiatretcs arenes ian tener 0 392 0 392 
26 May, 1897-:.)) Rook wood ‘Cemetery —First extension: ..,:5...5).000:sessesvedla) caeeteca Siete eeeeeeenn ane ene 0 722 0 723 
1 Jans, e 1898 PisNevertivenssensecseaesnccn ss Warren .accicisuasseccsceueisens. o> ataiessa iis aaa eee Seon eee an ee ene 12 49 12 49 
lMar., 1898.) bogan Gatelcned a adevsees vis. Condobolin’ 22.255. 2205 Beale Draws cele eee 39 343 39 344 
16 Sept-.11898 mp bercigalgenaamscneire tee: Binley i... csiccoradeessceivesapecd! | vasasceten |i CRaeReeeh tee ae 14 4 14 #4 
el S99) Seb roken, Ellman seek Tarra wingee: 2.0 i jcsdectoos salu eatonaenaiell ees Gateete anal aaeenenene 39 41 389 41+ 
15. ,, 1899...) West Tamworth............... Manilla. i.scccaids oteccaaswawendp il un echoe ual] d CRee ante eae aa eee 29 484 29 484 
1 Feb 341900 Pe orees eeateenss as naeteseons creas Gravesend . icc. ihassscnccnsabes]” Measevcee | | Ryd oMneen ek ae eae 34 484 34 48+ 
30 June, 1900...) Sutherland ..........c..ceceeee Woronora Cemetery ss. c.s04  testdessv eI Sineeactaiey nee eee QO 412 Q 412 
7 May, 1991...; Koorawatha.......... ‘Rotevaceen Grenfell (.dsacu hetetenles cal divers aoe eee ee ee 32 23 32 2 
SO uly se 1 901 alehhomhockenea. cv ineccecercen: TOCK DALE Z. sseter sane vectienestees titre cs coeae allt caeemece emer nel mene een 24 59 24 59 
LAU. MLO SoC l yd ln. tennusetessterssaresn nts Carlingford Macrc ceenetencen areca aes 1 22 ay Ly 4 394 
2 Sept. pl 90) see byroc Kan eandannscsaenaesmacceeer ee Brewarrine v3 lcésasasuaectah Sasansote) to Renae ede manana ene 58 15? 58 15? 
25 Nov., 1901...) Gravesend ..........cecesseeeee Reedy Creek (Delungta) c2), 45 .d-c0c08 |) ene eee 36 324 36 323 
26 Ves LOOT CObatay cacsang tise cet ee teavee Occidental Mine. 2..:.5..s.sseu) esascuimas oil. - oueer sae et ee 3 544 3 544 
10 Mar., 1992.9.) Reedy Creek. ii. ts .asccn sss ee Anverell 02 sisaxmavesuineaaivecurl ~leeserceuaey lb. Rave tenet ae 24 63 24 63 
22 April, 1902 Mi Cioulbtra a..caust sake neecses Crook wall vogomeciet cerca cect ” ile lias! lee 35. 43 33. 43 
13 Sept. L902 Si Culcairn wernt ceceneneeesees Germanton:( Holbrook) 00.0.) vsedceevivcs|, os sescaess Sao ae 16 61 16 61 
18 Feb., 1903 3° Dabbo Triangle loop 215 ci, acct cares meatal tecdausauseabl 2” a acheeest ean aan 0 234 0 234 
833, 21903. 5) 7 Dubbo her cconarscer te nee Coomati ble sctecncneainenurs cnet Sbvvses stand] 2 gwedonse eat ieee 95 §22 95 532 
12 Oxk., ¢1903.2.] Gndagal vinsocsstcescinnuncess Mount Horeb jacnwortertsdslasscancud ~ oeiiie: a eeee 14 484 14 485 
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APPENDIX X1IV—continued, 


| Quadruple 


* One of these lines is 5 ft. 8 in. gauge, 


+ 3 ft. Gin, gauge, 
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Date of opening, From where opened. To where opéned. ene 
THe Ce 
A MOb Co LMS 1c LAMIIOVE® sya cacarbvtieneenns oases! Casino Pre tarcanetienescrenage sodeenootieec 
2 Dec., 1903.../ Mount Horeb ..............0... LUMI Ghee a cera crite oes ceckita leaa reese scare 
eee pee LOU Sr ee VOMOVS ta Votre te cccevcunsesencecs Wyalong(Wyalong Central)| ..........65 
Oars. O0S.c. me NALTADIIP VV St... 20s0ecreu es i, Burren Junction ven ees. oeseeneae coos ses 
eee DOoes le DMEron) J UNCLION. 4.012.647.0555). CLY ON! deesuessnciacaclacsbansecksl D vue caanantes 
GUN OV ee PO0D el GALEON ccnvesseeretesiectanece sven Casinos Aare Meson sencatans lene tas 
Ste I LOUG cr ML OMOEA... 6 cvcyarievccnsceweeses Ariah’ Parkiaer. tock. aocasceseall me ceeee heater 
3 Dec., 1906...) Burren Junction............... | Collarenebri East (Pokataroo)....|  sseeersenees 
OPO LOU et DOSAM, GUbO., ...ccensea usecase! Trundle gt, einctsctenisrarcstre al Meaty eee 
PUBAP Ue LOO Siecle Var talierc.cs. sscsexcpesoteceese New Line to Bullock Island|_ ............ 
10 ,, 1908...) Islington Junction ........... Scholey-strect Junction ...) ........6608 
15 June, 1908...| Rookwood Cemetery—Second extension 0.0.06. cecceseee vee) see ceueuuees 
DUE SCP us OOSc |e Mapas. 1 ste<cesase oeuceersases Barra Dang. ioe deveeteion sicctors snl ekenemoctises 
Beter NC OVet 19S. IP CFYON oo. c.cccseevnsed caisceuss Walgetim. x wnacctess cases neues emenss 
Ese y; TOOS sae Arighe Park css lsc cscteeeuoe Barellan yew. cose ae eeea eee sates ne 
TSP eGreLOOS ee Drund leo 2s. As osedsciecvesees TMA MOTE Brie ccetecer sae mimetics sence ets osesvast 
PAPA pri lO0Se Ie Mud ree! (.o..cocc sas ousecssnlacenn Gulgong@ Wie.c.ctsnconsceaceness ee casi cacties 
14s PIOGP We DELMONSy 5: t.acceantace shee egsn’ Bankstownienncsseccien cam hoi Reeon een 
AG POLO soi CASING: iy ic; ccue pee cvncesiy vane ces Key op le mieruminetiees: crecenasuiimmtectncneees 
OSC Pere lO ll Orne COWRA nor casaveie toveeisteeecees WOanowindrawe.c-cateasssestaes | SOR e ee 
merNOV 1010.7.) Galgong - 0... sccscievsesses tas| Duned oo Maesaccceapsaeeceose es BPS 
Mer MrOC eR NO LOs.. LOCK ALG. cs csc.0ths cccenatenast Miaveran(Yiuluiniial) cea secre tee econ ate gi 
2 LO Leal NG&PEOMING 2, .26..0c0cecieste oh ccs Peake rprlie wee ewes seeccn ccc imam ceinoah cantice 
22 Mar., 1911...; Cootamundra North Junct.) Cootamundra West ........ [teseeneeeees 
ZOOM A yemeL Ol lisse HASSILELN: 5, 02. nc sahonpseevoe oe! SL OLONEO Ma vets seen eeec taal iarecnmraseniss 
BesalysstOl le) Flemington ~....0.c.ns0s+0.00 | State Brick Works............ | 
14 Aug., 1911...; West Maitland ... ........... HUM SOO Te essed adetnvgccvueaerif Meoce ness 
pene CPOE Ua UO NEUCTE | 253 .a sce ie, bie sseentesaca Ura aide wane ceeiceecceasalt vanmatacacsns 
POCA DIES LOL Zoo COOMAN csecssge0ccaeeseessietesnste INamimita belisrcsctscrc des: se ocscimn senenane ats 
Peper OL Sis LIM COMDS. «1.5.05 sce eens vas PROGONE MEP OTE: nsarenandeanierae “waieusoucs 
DAV OCeMLOLA Se | UTANIA. sociccseccectes vactepesvens Oakland seensecsenans vcsseaiit cecasodteces 
PaO Syn. DUN LOR 6.5. .sisccesensse orecsoee MRE WNEL2 Gect-qouutane danbueceaea nee | enn samec aa 
BOSepueplO Sie teMOreGy ....oiscescuvseosdsesesesee CET CL Bo soeeseon teecccearnny,  apenroe ence: 
Srl yee Ol 4, SRIDISY.! saccicssa sess vesmanitienacece LOCUM Walieeen sc sctausenness sc 
30 Sept., 1914...; Goobang Junction............ DEG 15 OU ee ecancm Aaa sbcnnonne | SGUcdebenC Hac 
LCC OLA ie CATAL ove satlsce cca ddlesee sessece ee Mun Gindivtesesnd.ccetecpestere | aes 
12 Feb., 1915...! Galong ..... Sev neeeen ett eeaies IBGOLOW Me cscaas baceee vaeietteenit seein ANoaees 
PAGAL OL Ore <I DAT CO Mts: oc ots cine seae vs gee ace WETS: Gockoagscsenooasode® || “cagansasd = 
26 = ,, 1915...) Muswellbrook........ Bi ercisisie nce JUICES Gerda iBancrenCenecOnee! Beapone wadnec 
SF UR POL Oes ROLCIZN,, ccccisekanenetieces sescees Gofiis Harbour se .c.acscerdaiiey vicanansesne 
12 Oct.5, 1915...| Glonreagh  .....:00..se00eses00s South Grattom::.......s<esses: 
PIA pribs OIG. 6 |) Campsie cacuscesesesosscosesss Padcomibe err. se catcctetn aces | eae eeeenater 
Jie pee OLG eatlemington Goods loops’ os.) | sheers dcsesessodesssstensseves 
Seminal G:c) HOzelle..o-<.,..s002 v2.<-2051| Wardell-Road.::.....00cor-0:| osnererenees 
OUI POLO.e. | BALCLAN 5...00.o.01ssteevnasnses| Gort thiG ioe cenicecee stake ceactoaincsieli pl ten@ecetye ans 
Betis Lor.) VV OLOBGONS .. oo Fissa.s vee 450 PorteKemb lage sessions GlW lunscsiacctecee 
14Aug., 1916...) Stockinbingal ..... .......s004 Caravabal wea csrsssceresies ee ‘scp eace.e® 
Octet 9lGs- 5 Tullamore. ..c..0ccascesersseees PeTottenhamiereencdecct se tenctoll ueseusimnaias 
neeceml ONG...) GOStOrd © saceccsscesoces cay cceees Gosford Racecourse .........|  sescecvessee 
PERIL D EE cer OUNENOO-.,......sg5ercinctses ses] PINDAWAY wos icccesseeses tenyes eee Sy 
14 May, 1917...| Wagga Wagga ........0.c008- LaMHOTE) pubWioctanbocagosdde cay seondseserecd 
PUN LOL T 2). BINNA WAY. 0c... seccesecs conecarees Coonabarabran accerscccs tec erdactenere: 
1 July, 1917.... Wardell Road Triangle ol) | Cee 
BOLO GtemelOL Te) DENMAN © ..ssncvcsscdecsensereces Merriwaa.tict tire he ocntease 
13 Nov., 1917...) Wyalong Central ............| WakerGargelligO)yccncsecsewe she cecsneseoiee 
Mes IE 1 n:|, WAUCHOPO: saase. sescsecseaeedes | Kempsey Lee che honbicseld 
MATL | LOCODAT os ccscsevsseceteccclswvasee CASAS: Mine som wesc ene ll peeseseeotees 
aeBevet015...| Meeks’ Road Goods loops) oi...) .c.scsvessescascscevsvacssensonsans Mie Bee correc sare 
S April, 1918...) Troy Junction.........0..000008 Merry coengimede..cs.ctetscdatthy sstisceseies 
See meelolS.:.| Caragabal ..., ccc..dsseccsscreed. ot HOEDES} Me aserdeds vochae eter tees  Bsandnbecrec 
Beepemryts.,.;-Caroling Mine Branch wii.) < coscc.csssoeccaccsseseconss  f wvareduacene 
USE y ee LolS)...|,Lottenham 5.40: s..teseccescesee Mt, Royal Suleltersm sence emecse steers 
OU EE a ee Iron Duke Mine............... Ni sg setioees 
Paw ep.g 1919...) Condobolin ..,.....:...c00see Meare UriGaseatitenses iced MMe tateeecatanes 
LO; 1919 IMAC ATIVE hac oat thas Seneca ane Mig lopetieicetn vers: saree acnkm sposssosines 
Draaty el Ot9...| Kempsey ..,.2.....ccsscsesseeves Macksville...... eget rien Moe aero 
Bes ed ol...| Picton-Mittagong Deviation! © 9 .cecsccccocsensccsenccosed 9 fl) aeveeeodaees 
15 WOTOF  ebLeniid ee! ...5.. 2h: .sesivcnsonse Brokent Hilllyy-tcs meter vtes a cateonscners 
30 Mar., BOZOR |e OLA DOO Vaiaicdecsndseersal esses LOriTe) EW Pines tn sorecanbacsHencrbonsd ; Maposscsstadc 
PR IANGREOZO!.. | HONEY cs0...-assvenveene ecenescs Ramdiirs conetnects nh ceiees acti. vourscrasred 
POLO Mee WE ELUIMNULG <.cc0c5- cocscsoncae acres ‘Dumbarumbamaseteccsccier: ce seaaess 
PIENove O21. t-Nimmitabek ... csi. soos. Bombilageeerte. cease crete | eh arse 
ea an, 1922.) Rozelle Bay ~..... ..ss.0s00s00 Darling Uslands.. sessed eens Pe. acevegtves ose 
POURED ces VONCO™ ...5520c0creserscoeve wi oes Grist obi. aoctiees ticks: site * Speeders 
17 July, 1922...) Coff’s Harbour................. Glenreagii tees sence cor esc: DA ah cishisacte tis 
Be ept tees 1922!,.) CanOwindra ....ccg0.sssccseires EKugowyra .........: Ode Sale Toate my Paget 
8 Jan., 1923...| Barmedman......... Rankin’s Springs ............ See 
28 BOADUs MV CSLIMCAC. .accsdiesescers) ocaes Castles Hiller sceces: aire: AaBS ne neee eae 
19 Mar, BRNO UEUNIA, 00.5.5 .srayevnraserdvasce: Bumletoti amir sacce are snesearien oer sarees 
18 June, 1923... GTifHLED sceseeee cesses sree Hiliaton heat were . Seer 
POtale me aeacetsayacrt: anedes om ore ee, Pee hey ore | *35 22 
Sidings and Crossovers ......ccccscsessecereneceeeeerf cen esanerees 
2 Total miles of single track pate Sidings} 
; and Crossovers 


*1 mile 9} chains of this *g five ines. 


"chit Nana Single Line. 
m. Cc, m, Cc. mm. Ge 
Bt aa Me Pa dS 18 143 
sie a) ge ae 16 66 
Pe PAE oh 0: 41 26 
op a) Bl 72 
eae) See 22 68} 
eel ee 67 15} 
ee IR ee, 20 244 
ee oe ee 42 43 
He i a | a ee 15 443 
ee ts AP gions 
eee pT ae eee 
SAE Ge eee 0 503 
PRO. Gente scl a 31 50} 
Sect. Wel Re ie 32 13 
cr ee open: 4t 173 
“AN ae, Neh eaeete 22 204 
pad celts ie 20 18 
er 3 305 Se, 
ra gey ipecerae 
tee sae a eee 23 54g 
hy | ng he 29 444 
d Setg Ar et ee | 21 744 
Oe vee ih pricie. | 36 62 
Rte Sr 0 28 { O 154 
ede Cala ie Bek 2 55 
ae OV Se eee Sea 
tea ty Nai hc Soa 1s 
Lb hae. 14 15 
Per hes tas ce 24 26 
aed ee a” 1 75 
fee MN cle siete ais 16 41 
Weta agate” Bad 82 754 
erro | 36 42 
ie <A Pea Tie 18 
ee ee Ee Ae | $1 25} 
Saree Weeteeat 40 514 
Cee ee EONS, 17 684 
Ries Os let na 47 37k 
GuLeenaee Hiatt Sack ee 15 66 
EN tl Pe cat 6 13. 232 
i ee raat ae 27 18 
Ban Ae Wem see TOP Wks a 
IS ie eer O77 Riana 
Aree tones By ial Asan sabe? 
eater leg «| Wis ok Se 32 87} 
eR I vate to 4 84 
t shes peer tell! © Pate ice 50 774 
AINA Mati. oncnnneed 33 «662 
A Se an PRE ee ae 1 183 
inky Fe A Peake 3 aoe 44 00 
eas ha Meter hee 5218 
RRS OAS eR ons, 30 55 
ee eee eens 
Puree Oe oa Wonk fre Ai 
Sealine. ISEeee eA. | 70 364 
ie sy Ma eh he 3)" 62 
ek, ames 7 113 
eee Ne PEPE espe ae. 
are Weare ie. 59-36 
ae ES nek, Sh Gs 
ee Ee. Be Se sid 
nee Aeneid Meter tons 0 30 
Saas Wee mene ey Lee ke 
Bde dec ewe Lik a aitios sata 129 40 
Be ee cette [eluent « OP Rae 
Bess | 30 9 
Sects Rae OT MOOS imme tere a5 
ss Ae te "3 52 
coaEsAceD eat) < kacenone | 23, 59% 
Lae eet Wa a 32 654 
BAS Sch Uae ik | 93 24 
COO ROM Al — to eee j Bye eae: 
aR Ge peer 
fia TN er ee | ee 
| 97 64 
Rape Wedehitie iht BG sed 
PRs re wt 552 
ia. 6 5S 
ONE mas dae i 3 ak 
hn eee 63 564 
7 384 | 601 6% |4,673 76 


see eenee 


| 
| 


Total 
Distance. 
mW. Cc. 
18 149 
16 66 
41 26 
5) 72 
22 684 
67 15} 
20 244 
42 43 
15 44h 
3 514 
0 234 
0 50% 
31 704 
avs, Ua: 
41 174 
22 208 
20 18 
3 304 
ive aya 
93 . BA¥ 
29 44} 
VAL Fie 
36 662 
0 434 
Zi oa 
J AIRS 
32 415 
ee Vs 
i265 
1 752 
16 41 
82 754 
36 42 
ae Tes 
31 254 
40 513 
17. 684 
ST STE 
15 66 
13 232 
Daf ARs: 
5 192 
0 77 
Su ik 
32 37} 
4 8h 
50 774 
33 62 
1 18} 
44 09 
52 #18 
30 «55 
0 32! 
33046 
"0 364 
30° 62 
7 Liz 
454 
59 36 
37. 6it 
3 344 
0 30 
2 47} 
129 40 
10 32 
3 9 
27 5} 
fel tie 
23 592 
Sie (rail 
28 24 
37 414 
2 374 
33 534 
Q7 64 
PAG) BETS 
TL 553 
Ge Os 
3°. 34 
66 56} 
5,317 634 
1,058 16 
7,098 78} 
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Return of the number of Bales of WOOL forwarded from each Station for years ended 
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APPENDIX XV. 


30th June, 1922 and 1923. 


Number of Bales. “Number of Bales. Number of Bales. 
Stations, Stations. Stations. 
| 1923. 1922. 1923. 1922. | 1923. | 1922. 

Darling Island ......... 5,468 | OOD MeR aC wees cen enecoae ee 749 905 | Elong Elong .......... 1,798 | 3,391 
Darling Harbour ...... 1,380 ap yAtishy | COrid kee hb Veheabnemerinan 2,060 2,678 | Narromine ~......:..:.- 8,575 9,405 
Alexatidrians. rt 51 136: | Holbrook tiastetessesees 5,634 | 5,917 | Peak Hill.........00.... 3,098 | » 2,797 
Petersham toTowrang| 8,264 9,372 | Walla Walla eoiiti: 686 HAG | liran viel sscsists eenties 6,627 6,983 
Goulputn niece 6,235 6,089 | Burrumbuttock ...... 347 33a | Neveftire:. cri ct, 6,683 6,622 
FOOSLV TEM erent tes 2,266 | 2,241 | Brocklesby ............ 501 TUS o) WVarketl conecstncesesrr: 10,092 | 10,791 
Crook well 305i,.:5053. 9,469 | 9,420 | Balldale ............... 642 875] Nyngan’ °...0.....:..00 6,375 | 6,387 
GETS NG Cho a 3,953 | 3,261 | Geropery ...00:..40... 593 657 | Hermidale ............ 1,351 1,727 
Bungendore ............ 5;198 | 4,908 | Table Top o..c.s...0. 1,384 922 | Boppy Mountain ),173 | 1,144 
Queanbeyan %.......... 7581 FTT TL ALDUEY (hos Pcecareeae 654 1,808 § Gobar.2...o;: sere nets 5,615 | 4,271 
Michelago %.......2....:. 2.803 | 2,799 | Wollongong.........0.) cee 2 | Girilambone............ 4,659 | 4,432 
Gonder shocked 12,563 | 13,212 Unenderra” Meee! De Fsaus Coolabah® Aire eve. ise 1,605 1,695 © 
Nimmitabel ............ 9030 | *$:405 | Dapto’ 45..20. vig 7 UA SV LOCK. -t ecanses seeeres 3,013 | 2,759 
BOMDAI. rescee sca adacee 6,457 G24 PeBerry Eiesieteraes 17 47 | Brewarrina ...:.:....:: 14,333 | 16,091 
Warra te ici adiice 348 562 | Nowra ¢. cacti 8 | 7 V Bourke etic 14,551 | 13,313 
Breadalbane ..... .....- 2,561 3,145 |] Parramatta to Pippin VME terceeces|| aeareas 3 
PRON ON ses See toonteess| | ed Seibert Wallerawang...... 501 487 | Morisset °........ EMyets | pe 
GUHENE feces ke gsesldoeces 6,810 | 6,542 | Piper’s Flat’ ..203...: 281 170 | AwabatoMuswellb’k} 2,001 | 2,388 
WELLAWAcensisssetipseces 659 OOM Portland wesccmstdesteos CoN MES oe Denman eyecare 402 381 
Yass Junction ......... 1,768 753 | Cullen Bullem.. ..... 4 O7 | Mortiwa align, 5,920 | 6,146 
Wass TOW... cece. socces 6,342 7,283 | Capertee .iei.3.8.c2. 605 648 | Aberdeen ............5- 977 ‘948 
Bowing sarees 498 stones 4,041 35662 iG@landuatlatwuimenes er 538 G44 | Seotie’ siecssrecse esses 6,300 6,520 
Goondah .........6...e0e 581 SOS: PC andO8 (.. 2. ter nesneneas 16 35 | Parkville ........s000008 190 253° 
Binglone sacra tieesn 2,443 2,342 | Rylstone ...:.........:. 2,642 2.652 | WWinben™ iiestiticess 202 442 
(Salonga casstoctetse: 1,895 T7959 Tuer: wiatielseres: 1,128 T2V86 | Blandford ya sesie2: 2,687 3,015 
Boorowa bar deame sens: 8,985 8,084 | Mudgee .............. 6,222 6,546 | Murrurundi............ 266 270 
Cunningariii..15.. 160. 509 646) | Gulbono Mises ct ste: 4,815 | 5,252 | Ardglen’’.... 135 337 
Frardeyye ss, iiststis.s02d2. 3,784 | 3,588 | Craboon ...../..0...5:. 727 480 | Willow Tree ........ 3,849 | 3,671 
Murrumburrah ......... 138 995 | Leadville :..iiti Mite: 928 830 | Quirindi 325... .ohie. 6,424 8,060 
Wabbdrisricrarcciesct: 419 500 | Goolahi et Be: 2,734 | 3,421 | Quipolly ........... fee 70 174 
Wallendbeen............ 3,390 S713 | unedGo ee eecencce 1,193 1,183 | Werris Creek ......... 582 646 
Cootamundra ......... 3,313 8,039 | Merrygoen ............ 1,388 13188 | Breezy teraor.cassice. 453 231 
GoolaGiersat sect eeu 4,291 | 3,690 | Binnaway...:...:...06:. $;405 | 2;784 | Curlewis ..0....0..00.. 1,367 | 1,607 
CPangagal iia ieene: 4,915 4,539 | Coonabarabran ...... 4,231 3470 | Gunnédah isi... 7,351 7,033 
Mount Horeb ......... 2,691 | 2,229 | Rydal to Raglan...... 2,510 | 2,835 | Emerald Hill ......... 640 840 
Gilmore tenes csctc eee ee 541 301 [Kelso eee 2,865 3,070 | Boggabri vi2..c.c..es 3,094 3,677 
TAMU cadets deseo: 1,533 | 1,659 | Bathurst .......:..2.... 2,600 | 4,010 | Baan Baa............ .. 474 669 
Stockinbingal .......... 2,185; 8,517! Perthville .......2.0. 2,498 | 2,328 | Turrawan .............. 466 515 
Milvalé. vrs. fe.. ed! 5,921 176 | George’s Plains ...... 229 249 | Narrabri West ...... 1,160 875 
Caragabal i... ..0tssos: 5,967 6,093 | Wimbledon ........... 206 288 | Wee Waa ............ 4,560 4,412 
Bribbaree .........1...:. SOF eee Newbridge ........... 1,864 1,796 | Merah North ........ 2,781 1,996 
Temotsa een 3,399 3,735 | Blayney=....c1e2068 15237 1,307 | Burren Junction...... 5,047 4,825 
Ariah’ Park 2i5.05.55: T 41K | oT'758 | Cortoava. (i.e LA7O-| 1488 | Cryom’ Vie ie..e- 3,016 | 2,440 
"Beckomn wt usthrsites: * 973 375 | Mandurama......... .. 9:38¢ | 2:363 | Walgett iciiiciuas. 18,610 | 16,060 
Ardievian icccteek 1,316 | 1,373 | Lyndhurst 32) 062.3: 1,516 | 1,616 | Rowena ............... 5,718 | 5,594 
Barellancenstestierse 1,196 1,348 | Woodstock ........... 3,220 3.176 | Bokataroo’ i:5 6.53.5... 9,633 8,696 
Vouda marie: 3 thick 208 ASS | Cowra *.027.. inci 4,099 | 5,146 | Narrabri ...........2... 2,430 | 2,422 
Grifitlio ene 1,068 449 | Canowindra............ 4,618 | 6,134 }] Edgeroi................. 1,526 | 2,281 
Barmedman ............ 2,252 | 2,960 | Eugowra ........ 66.053 TOG Sareea. Belfata s.:fccssnsccecenee 3,038 | 2,618 
Wyalong wy. se ounces 5,2!7 | 4,370 | Wattamondara ...... 2,094 2480) Gurley tictiscctmsce ers 5,446 4,781 
TI HGALIOS crores stctes 20 3,028 | 2,964 | Koorawatha ......... 695 S13 | Moree’: isiise.t 13,947 | 17,296 
Lake Cargelligo......... | 2,869 | 3,196 | Greenethorpe ........) 1,449:| Asg8h | aebley SNR E:. 4,826 } 5,754 
Frampton ... et aie 829 973 | Grenfell ...5jctiel. | 6360} 63620 | Garah Sicyjiis.22c8 8,186 | 9,395 
Bethumgra 22°.3i..:.555.. 2,232 | 2,269 | Monteagle .......:.... | 1,281) 2,309 | Weemelah.............. 7,304 | 5,333 
Labo ee eee oh Te 3o8 1,434 | Bendick Murrell... .| Oak, eee Munginat ss); ccgsesscses 4,830 4,124 - 
IWALINT Gece sect ricse cee 18 DILENIONNIO® ..anuccunashiees 5,365 S978 | Binkeny ite tcc 2,013 2;011 
UGG Rene tein eee 2,398 | 2,453 | Kingsvale......c../..5.. met 353 | Gravesend i0000..5.., 1,763 |. 2,086 
Old Tineée' 5252.2. 503 708 | Millthorpe ............ 313 AGG | Wiarialda ¢..°scc0.3i8.: 7,249 7,945 
Marian? "vate cecos ya: 767 770 p Springhill fi .3iei2s:. 665 611) | Deluera 22s: ,0rs-<o 23482 | 2,818 
Codlamon j.........0008 1,221 1,985 | Oratigg fo. iiiciccsc 1,443 | 2,037 | Mount Russell.........) 2... 94 
Canmalnecpecssteedeeaty 855 13055 |. Boretiore ....03)...8054.. 1,508 12344 | Inverell” ves, 12,424 | 13,207 
Matoiw .cessmiestssuescss 323 350 | Molong faneg 22 att: 5,410 5,612 | Currabubula ......... 1,907 2,199 
Grong Grong............ 1,599 1,202 { Manildrae..:...cc8se. Sahe'| 63.406. P Durivias. tenons 982 | 1,302 
Narrandéfa eos. ..s6...0- 6,786 BAITED Parkes cen. s6tssccists: | 5,522 5,389 | West Tamworth ..... 3,326 4,486 
Morutidah --....00c0 3,915 3,199 | Bogan Gate............ Ai $3466 | Atttinga vi. iici. 1,658 1,968 
Widgiewa ........ ..... 6,417 6,433 | Condobolin ............ 29-971 | 19/342 | Manilla:......./.02088. 6,555 8,470 
Serilaeric aminceeeteste: 6,633 HOD Pebrundle’ We. .ocescis este: | 2,989 3:90 | DaLEA pa -feaerenc acer: 10,768 | 10,909 
Berrivantes.scetas cre 2,004 2-744 } Tullamore .....,..... 5,729 6;289 | Tamworth :.::!...... 677 488 
Binley se arc crsepiese 1yll 9047 | Tottenham -....:...... 3,097 2,783 | Nemingha ..:........ 8,147 3,385 
OCIA Walenta ora etlmrine ss 8 | Worbes’ 5. 2ihci| 9,760 9;097 | Kootingal .....2........ 2,224 2,360 
Vancom mcd cette 126 490} Cullya icon docccatesce 105 95 | Danglemah ........... 182 187 
Beevon meen ethene 272 12 | Mullion Creek......... 916 1,567 | Woolbrook ............ 1,287 1,074 
WVhitvon ercttetaees ace 1,094 750 | Kerr’s Creek .........| 586 155 | Walcha Road ......... 8,746 7,984 
Wilbriggie ..............., 10,692 7,100 | Euchareena... ....... 726 1,285 | Kentucky ia... 1,745 1,580 
Carratheol .22..5 50525: | 6,647 5,622 | Store Creek ............ 380 650 | Diralla ae tiarseencee 9,499 9,442 
Hay ch cteiceee were toca 10,472 6,081 | Stuart Town ......... | 520 570 | Armidale! :;) tise. 9,779 9,765 
Harefield © .....5..3.... 720 G86 | Mramrbil css... 5..tscicckse | 1,360 1,734 | Black Mountain...... 296 368 
BeOmlen =o, etee notsnecee 72 846 | Dripstone .............. 316 S22) Cuytar cligsscesetenese 4,597 | 4,462 
NVA OP a hiss se cecmens sen 6,839 6,837 | Wellington ... ........| 4,986 | 6,587 | Ben Lomond ......... 1,460 1,905 
Frumuia oe eee 1,353 13143 | Maryvale ..0102.00200 456 503 | Glencoe...............65 729 963 
Tumbarumba .... ...... 538 GIS | Getivie: WF... fo uiseedcac| 1,069 1,306 | Glen Innes ............ 7,376 | 6,551 
Uranquinty .. ......... 1,656 | 1,837 | Wongarbon ........... 342 371 | Deepwater ........... 2,373 | 2,550 
"Phe Rock teas. cosas 2,917 3,015 | Eulomogo |.02icc.-0..- 28 15 f Bolivian caacdenrthes tet 113 89 
LOckhartieeunsicarnee 2,990 OTT TOMO eect eects. 4,452 4,629 | Tenterteld’ reese oe 765 654 
Boree Creek ............ 1,785 2,012 | Eumungerie............ 1,557 1,854 | Wallangarra ......... 71 9 
UITana] cetieastteee sneer 428 295 | Gilpandra...\o7.¢s0:.0: 3,493 4,248 | Tarrawingee ......... 3,284 } 2,234 
Oaklands tees. teres 1,263 1,448 i Curban s.0.. censure: 4,267 3,708 | Menindee............... | 12,092 1,737 
Yerong Creek ©......... 924 O8! PGdlar’ .2.08. Weitcses 18,094 7,049 = fee el she 
GWG G oiceccane re wonusl 3,718 4,007 | Coonamble ........... 17,208 | 18,709 | Grand Total .........| 834,329 | 837,617 


Return of Number of LIVE STOCK forwarded from each Station for the year ended 30th June, 1923. 
wee en tet lal al tine cll at Ee aoe Nils aha atlala  Lo 
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APPENDIX XVI, 


Number forwarded. Number forwarded. 
Stations. Stations. 
Horses. | Cattle. | Calves.| Sheep. | Pigs. Horses. | Cattle. | Calves.| Sheep. | Pigs. 
Darling Harbour ...... sees] 3,072 3,248 1,136 6,253 | 47,047 | Condobolin................ 135 6,819 1 | 264,002 331 
Flemington and Abattoirs. . 898 | 31,863 3,599 | 916,958 | 17,844 | Trundle <.....:.:.......5.- 47 702 at 21,748 243 
Ashfield to Goulburn ...... 1,651 | 18,229 | 19,022 | 254,970 | 14,192 | Tullamore ................- 41 1,262 19 65,141 502 
MEOREVIRPS sr GG SECON Os vaccine 21 705 237 18,036 174 | Tottenham :..........5.... 6 616 22 14,900 state 
Crookwelk) sssh.5deveiess ss 27 2,074 299 35,798 15295 | Porbes'scticsas cccsesennce. 156 3,603 228 | 118,732 1,591 
TRIARG gc ceeds aces soc beanad 50 | 3,940 590 | 70,217. 126 | Cullya to Dripstone ...... 28 216 3} 41,714 66 
Bongendore ©..%..53.0555.5 39 | 4,943 392 | 88,196 229 | Wellington.......... Mevettass 344 1,823 100 | 389,148 1,116 
Queanbeyan BOS ROeN Scere ss 167 1,296 268 58,046 213 | Maryvale. i036. si secasccs bh ai iets ha 7,827 43 
MIGCHOIAROT . . bicsccedee ed us 5 94 22 17,811 40 | Gouriet ajasuibiveset ces 41 528 see 21,936 597 
OOMA 2... cece cee e esse es 204 3,666 8 | 216,289 166 | Wongarbon: so hccess ss 1 2 eels 1,104 ae 
PMMIGRDEL betes tse Shee. 49 5,398 276 26,028 dp TE DUDES me, oets oneness) 161 453 293 22,474 259 
POMP Ns lcs ls siaae es 1 672 75 | 13,916 soert E UMIUNGOFIG™: she canes hus os 26 93 eet 9,356 194 
Yarra RP OSE a sine Neceies acs 244 4,479 363 | 186,591 13106i | Gilgandra i. tcc icc. . cn on 43 217 of 15,333 276 
Bowning to Galong........ 91 1,913 883 67,326 Ase f CUPDAT Fkic cosa scot ace ods | 65 2,472 544 338,455 132 
ROQTOWS. er. coe h Ul eso. r: 59 1,296 215 35,044 DOd! F GUAT ner celeisisnie «a4 eases 62 3,137 286 | 108,768 28 
SUNMINZAL yi ihevte sapere a 137 aes 3,053 60 | Goonamble .. 23.5.5 .5..065. 99 7,350 643 | 207,219 103 
EY gs 12) Ca CE Po 245 2,209 778 77,623 1,453 | Elong Elong............... | 5 386 | 48 7,209 ae 
Wallendbeen .............. 3) 1,456 52 | 67,637 TSF | Natromine >... 5)55.). 15: 195 | 3,168 | 286 | 122,843 41 
Cootamundra.............. 219 2,684 142 75,819 D687 f ReaiBte sic gaced bound 231 703 | 1 43,955 180 
Coolac See nnn 46 | 3,07] 390 80,364 GPR UE (Ur tatty eon de a IN ie 357 5,898 | 54 | 121,500 130 
GRIGSORL «5c dea ceak cs ie. 26 2,725 | 385 74,750 458UG | Nevertire: i) sc8h ee ac auc ce 81 1,778 | 345 82,761 240 
Mount Horeb.............. 2 533 | 130 | 13,641 PS: | Warren dvceses acd oho dae 47 | 8,374 | 5385 | 70,155 60) 
Tumut Deb d eee an veces see ars 62 3,055 174 | 111,976 2.040 BIN VAAN So TGS tecrecraia coe cae 95 2,834 | 188 60,103 78 
Stockinbingal ............ 34 260 | 1] 30,399 98} Hermidale? 7202203550 :0000: 4 he i) eee 12,850 E 
Milvale Bi sian ORES ap 78 | 1,432 | 151 | 124,368 | 1,033 | Boppy Mountain .......... 1 296 71 16,202 ; 
Bribpates. -.i5..0c.6-: 51 | 348 | nt 29,308 LED POE SiMe. cc et scents 47 | 3,306 | 22 14,671 La 
COPAGRNO! Loi aes le caver ese. 55 3,325 | ; 131,867 A Gririampone 75 dsie see he ene 6 | §29 | : 49,217 b4 
PEMOEA Ges ss cus ncdors sear 137 635 | 2) 46,112 219° T Coops, oac..ce lakes oe 1 | 724 | 8,620 or 
AVGUE Pave his). ciiice es 38 | DB es Heise | 1.50% | Byboois)s. 24 5i53c4, ce. 74 962 | 2| 48,404 « 
Beckom to Griffith ........ 164) 1,754 | 57 81,036 2OTO F Rrewarrinags esse) to peca ace 193 4,463 28 47,157 ees 
Barmedman to Lake Car- 390 | 6,424 | 195 | 233,041 T3848 FF BOULKC. oem cients che comes 212 | 13,353 512 | 107,170 110 
gelligo. : - . Meadowbank to Morpeth .. 736 1,023 2,017 2,895 6,087 
Frampton to Junee ...... 221 2,194 285 88,755 407 | West Maitland ..........:. | 2,690 5,323 ; 10,550 63,283 | 28,461 
OlarTunes Wssek es. he sss. 11 110 3] 15,414 69 | Paterson to South Grafton...) 1,279 | 21,340 | 23,769 1,891 | 74,283 
MIRTERC Gel. acivclecal sings soz 21 51 Bee 4,233 248 | Farley to Singleton ........ 1,703 | 9,719 | 25,380 | 26,504 | 11,766 
Cookman isi css ccss. 60 617 23 | 29,406 284 | Ravensworth... 2....5.:.¢] 56 | 2,552 898 | 11,106 21 
Ganmain......... PITRE ve 43 472 a 9,244 103 | Muswellbrook ............ | 601 | 7,786 | 1,948 6,170 | 3,001 
Maton 55.0453. ob eeesee 55 691 60 5,458 358 § Denmanaeertencsshs deve ctee se 284 2,168 1,049 10,317 3,767 
Grong Grong.............. 26 | 1,663 3 30,680 142 | Merriwa ...... Secs ced 44 | 1,748 182 | 20,248 357 
Narrandera os, .......5% ens 166; 8,218 | 419 | 86,737 abs | Aberdéén 2205.02.02... 22 340 | 3,372 | 1,026 5,966 | 2,001 
MOrunUs He. 0 y'.0 sare wile sf 71 3,554 136 69,240 42 1 BOORD Ss acincenceiee nates + 5 639 5,924 | 1,566 25,569 2,154 
Widgiewa ...... OO soiady nn 40 8,275 609 78,923 9 | Parkville to Murrurundi..../ 125 2,043 | 242 14,564 125 
GEFMCEMG: \ociccands sede be 8 109 | 1,168 127 | 738,851 26 f Willow Pr@6 i yosois eee: 309 | 6,620 164 | 40,883 380 
Berane | sss ia te hedeeies 28 62 3B 5,514 a8 ¥ Quitind? ferns oes testes hae 344 | 11,823 | 2,471 | 100,667 3,103 
TAIN Y SS ace ph bess Ror es os 81 377 94 6,917 | 147 | Werris Creek .............. 103 1,778 1%5 7,774 15 
Mock mwal’ fF .cctss.eeaetee 54 615 1 6,481 | SE | Breeze aire senntnoesaee oF 234 | 4,232 345 | 25,347 261 
ALC Oe ates 2 sities ® Srey 237 635 81] 11,343 105) fF @urlewis: .3, cracks noes | 83 | 4,599} 769] 53,670| 1,758 
Whitton ....... pa oa ne 54 2,299 50 42,466 Ohi Gunnedah’ ji 35 asst ais weet | 399 5,936 702 94,392 1,074 
Wilbriggie ....... tage ees 45 2,536 375 93,545 41 | Emeral@ Oil) io och 550. d.5 5 | 2 787 43 34,656 112 
Garrathool 5535 056sv500 + 261 2,668 34 | 164,551 Oh t BUGVADEL Sos dens owecede ees 124 3,615 | 735 91,462 840 
cE aan nae OC DEO SCO eG 254 5,783 22 | 233,668 Ooi | Baan Baa. 22 atis.sex esse vicd | 10 273 | 59 18,768 224 
PRCUON. cs rastaet orae te asies 2 | j9%3 127 10,837 dB) | LUYTAWAD! oc. nstes« esis ae ace 3 266 | 18 4,963 86 
Maretield sees sth accsaseeee: 2 218 8 40,142 14 | Narrabri West ¢..3.....-:. | 16 712 (hes 30,042 456 
Prme west eh ge Rice Fe aces 124 1,720 169 26,659 192 | Wee Waa lisiscshic5. sche, | 54 4,287 312 70,823 955 
Wagga Wagga ............ 2,237 | 9,776 858 | 170,448 | 10,482 | Merah North .............. | 9| 1,767 | 74| 41,072 50 
RUA fave tc sae cees 73 2,437 424 62,589 1,086 | Burren Junction .......... 85 1,580 85 63,761 24 
Tumbarumba: i.e. 6 37 1,739 eh 80,197 ZAG F Cry ait ee ovis ete css 19 2,975 18 79,176 ; 
Unindtaney...4. voc eee a Oe sire: a 7,828 Die | Walizeliie coraenty aie: 35 | 5,931 168 | 120,232 a 
EDO ALOCK TS. te succbasedess 113 1,963 215 76,929 485 | Rowena i4,4¢h es seed deeds 31 2,386 | 150 92,416 86 
("61 4 gee ee 400 811 35 | 28,819 195 | Pokatatoo .........i....65 178 | 4,259 283 | 49,090 . 
Borée Creek’..........255: 72 | 1,059 81 | 25,662 BEE | Narrabrie’. of sha. ssanales ry 58 | 3,573 | 482 | 45,399 105 
AIPA SCPE tds od Oncd bo kanes 60 $28 4¢| 19,377 96 | Edgeroi fo/c7).2osi.ies bs ame pecs | ake? | E62s0Ry 206 
OBEIGNGS. 5 cdedcewcew ds sces 7 as a 9,901 | 44:4 Bellatart sy oeaccivs aeeen ote | 118 8,888 | 56 60,895 288 
Meronr Ureek 22.75.5555: 26 264 ae 18,580 | S16 | Gurley’ 2825.52. 2s se hete Ort: 124 1,153 | 85 68,288 Bi 
Henty’..523° Mereaisiciacst¢ see 779 648 94 34,551 | DOS I MOreer Sikree cht onccecthnes 357) 16,459 | 183 | 104,265 179 
Pte Rasen ck ieee 25 125 71 4,560 99 | Ashley se. c2es seek oebans é {35 sss |. 12,827 164 
OCU ge a ee : 42 273 12 24,494 270 1 Garb co anaes este bes aes 116 5,689 36 46,140 14 
PAOIGVOOKTS Fees seas cties acces 35 2,163 36 29,820 63 | Weetielah #29... 58 2scae te 36 3,818 86 51,281 oA 
Corowa Branch :.::...2:.4. 80 95 3 7,895 | 450" MAINGINGT sata ascoe ete. 102 | 16,484 a 29,762 f 
Gerogery and Table Top 9 284 91 5,054 a0 Biniguynviccessses bagens 42) 1,810 | % 11,089 3 
BRTIENY Sars cick Gah ciat. gt aye» 6 378 2,208 136 20,882 809 |S Gravesend aaicsccdderteaes 6 66 1,973 115 16,082 607 
Tilawarra Line ......:::... 644 6,034 | 16,083 Ore a) VU SSE | Wavidida.. saeas oc.cees den. 70 9,234 559 29,233 140 
Parramatta to Bathurst 1,194 7 644 4,147 90,528 Gibee Tellin era: cunts coe ke hoes 44 1,234 =A 13,208 571 
Richmond Line............ 525 917 1,599 159 2,024 4 Inverell: i oaccet ae heres ss 45 349 44 9,998 79 
Coonabarabran Line ...... 880 5,872 570 | 137,077 2,78L | Currabubula +2t2.25%5.3.4: 34 707 | 112 13,979 41 
Perthville to Blayney ...... 246 | 1,425 158 | 51,856 ADK Io DUrit cotaeenaiemee aes Cake aret oh wes 3,622 49 
Carevar sp: eeieresss.3 5 10 213 1| 33,773 aean y Wesb LAMWOrth he, 5 sk + 875 | 4,530 | 379 | 59,918 | 3,973 
MIVROUUTAG! S00 pi coce fi. is 8 522 see 28,102 E28 | Atte aT eaten. ee lees ll 69 31 6,335 3 
WOGGSLOCK 25th sdied. o2 11 1,208 207 £8,614 OlG' | Manslta® 27 yas nates teas 68 1,071 127 263525 248 
OWN es doe ead css rs a 201 | 4,026 194 | 94,847 S18) Barraba. S9nt.jsensant esse: 152 | 4,051 551 | 26,770 359 
Canowindra .............- 117 861 53 37,975 2,257 | Nem ngisa to Uralla ...... 165 | 5,209 128 | 60,836 122 
RIO VNB Ney Fed cc cle ai 3 26's 8 543 8 14,287 OL | BIAS Nemewee es cinae ce 67 5,490 | 25 15,688 ey 
Wattamondara ...........- 1 e 2 12,781 229 | Biack Msantain .......... 3 186 | 25 4,878 ae 
Koorawatha .........-.-.- | 45 407 19 11,176 TG Guyt Sivcetoitecbs ote seaies 124 4,616 20 27,532 eat 
Greetigthorpe ......005.. 10 294 wi 24,081 a4 1 Ben Lomond’. ciecs. dete. os 2 1,445 78 14,685 45 
GPONEI ST Tite thea oe bee ies 19 982 25 63,162 590) | Glencoer hy Wy oneness acas He 2,085 284 2,875 he 
PMOEPA SION osc sinag cafe gto. 3 a A 9,807 344 | Glen Innes 5 Sie. sts ohh a 173 | 10,469 | 24 30,136 93 
Bendick Moréll...... ..... 4 14 a ae 10,464 373 ] Deepwater ..c.uidsenscesc: 63 1,140 194 4,836 2 
EAE, cieetreiniacaies pissierere sais 18 1,043 31 39,300 630i FT BOlVviaes. cs smc be tee 44 os 62 861 | 445 234 exe 
Millthorpe ......:... Betis 29 222 mae 17,897 Bosra; Pentertiold’... steep ets ss 256 | 21,885 | 1,741 7,312 311 
SPTIN Gy SAL 57.03 fea ravven tors eos 1 1 1 2,979 WG.) Wallantatrad occdvcests ents 938 | 41,506 | 2,040 | 48,783 40 
MURHINR Satie ss ews ess «cies $5 5/0 281 8,422 1,172 | 126,349 1,813 } Tarrawingee Line.......... oe 200 sue 1,920 3 
BOTOHOTE of ciocse Soe chee rs } 61 12 at? 2,797 eee Broken Hill-Menindee .... 33 1 eee 56,360 23 
EOLON Bersiee. ccs id Ss Pens 110 870 329 57,624 595 ' Grafton to Murwillumbah..| 1,091 5,502 | 396 6,395 | 62,034 
Manihidra s).fipiassthhigess 52 498 3 | 39,544 281 AL: | Pi Soc Sh be igen SS 
AV ROS Mh cistip ie ktee ee ap as 249 1,438 41 81,443 930 ] > | : 
Bogan Gate........ss20050- 140 2,281 57 | 130,136 | 318 Grand Total ........| 37,976 | 609,397 147,935 | 10,126,542 | 373,398 
{ 
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APPENDIX. XAVIT. 


SrateMeNt of Number of Bags of WHEAT forwarded from each Station for years ended: 
30th June, 1923 and 1922. 


Station. 


Number of bags. 


Number of bags. 


Darling Harbour 
Alexandria <...f..0.0c 
Newtown ........- 
Petersham...... 
AA Bh OsOleetercoceeeeeess 
BUPWOOG Mcscczes ss ascce 
Tfomebush..... 

Clyde tancmostac ssteencen 
Eiverpool/sicc.seseeeer es 
Ingleburn .. 
Campbelltown 
STS Draneee isles voteene’ 
Martlan easssccscseseeee: 
Towrang 
Goulburn 


Cee ree secesers 
eee coeeee 


Seer ae 


Fish River..........- 

CATED Brats ss une toss 
Jerrawa ., Beaks 
Yass Tea ien baer 
Vines) TOWN mesecc cen res 
Bow ning sar iies senccosce 
Goondahieticess.snee a: 
Binalong 
Galong 


rr 


Harden 
Murrumburrah........ 
Nubba 
Wallendbeen,,,.......- 
Cootamundra 
Frampton 
DS CEDUNE TAS Ans. ss ooe cee 
Illabo....... aes de Nema | 
Marinna? emcee 
Junee Junction........ 

Harefield 


Seber eet eeesene 


eee reson: 


Cee eeeceenes 


Bomen ........ secedavtine 
Wagga Wagga..... iene 
Wranquintyeee.- ee 
The Rock @nm.cnionse, 
Yerong Creek ........ 


TWenty siittncrcccccever: 
Culcairn,........ 
Gerogery 
Table Top .. 
Albury eavasres« 
Abattoire, Flemingtor 
Granville eae 
Carlingford 
Narellan 
Reslyn ...... 20 
Crookwell ......... 
VATS OO Beene. 
Queanbeyan 
Michelago tet -.<s.toume 
Boorowa sleaieaier 
KANG SVAleieseenesenectes 
Young 
Monteagle......,.......- 
Bendick Murrell ... 
Koorawatha ............ 
Greenethorpe ........ 
Grenfell ans:..-. sect 
Stockinbingal 2 
Milvale ti ttse.ccsssnes 
Bribbaree ..... 


peers 


eee eer eseee 


Leeecceccce +2 


eeorerreene 


seer ee ence eee 


Caragabal .. Rasets 
Lemora pent eee 

Avriah® PAtk cee ee 
Beckom@raccer scenes 
Ardlethan .:....<0: 200. 
Barellan... : é 
VCO wrecker ade 
Griffith ..... Aa fs 

Barmedman ..........- 
iWiyalong Wess serene 


Ungarie... Aap cocgbe ot 
Lake Cargelligo.. Ameees 


Coolacieisrer ces sane 
Gandapat (cscs 
Mt. Uoreb...... : 


Gilmore snes: eee 
AIMiNTUbE eoesne omer 
Old Junee.....ccecces: 
Marrar .....0... 
Ceolamon ....... 


Ganmain 


$e 6 teceeascces 


——— ial Station. Station, 
1923. 1992, 1923, 1922. 
336,146 | 467,647 | Matong ..............| 41,501 | 79,187 | Canowindra .......... 
£7,850  €4,117 | Grong Grong .........| 64,481 | 99,505 | Eugowra......... Feet 
7,074 4,385 | Narrandera ..... ....- 28,842 | 109,223 | Wattamondara ...... 
ZOU mance YANO vase cone eal Limatia te 24,001 | Borenore.............. 
PAO sancct Leeton. i 22,392 1203) Molonig Wciccseenace 
14,091 | 15,023 | Whitton .............. 791 2,781 | Manildra ........0... 
4,109 7,384 | Wilbriggie ............ HFelers) pt shel b lethal eh oah oteateauiene 
TiO Aly Pawnee Carrathool .......0.++- 466 | 28,486 | Forbes.......... scat 
ences | 200 | Morundah ........... 9,428 | 11,675 | Bogan Gate............ 
Cease 130 | Widgiewa 33 (23 PA BIND) | ARE Ib EONS! ana aca chal 
2 Onan se Jerilderie...... dl) (2,5 ln e200 Nf cLullamone: g,..-secss 
aenbes 193 | Berrigan ........... 73,620 | 191,223 | Tottenham ...... 
_ 88 | Finley ..........-0.0.-.| 54,254 !231,£94 | Condobolin ............ 
histo CGM) Tocumwal ieeccscom rs 662 6,123 | Elong Elong ........ 
32 90n eeenens Humuta, feces uae O08 9,0°4 Aue ect re 3 
€65 SEU | umbarumbatesetl meant 472 WERNER, Assdancss ane 
beption 2P 5: Veockhatheekenacss 52,1389) 276:905 1 Curbans .....0.seees 
1,163 2,865 | Boree Creek .. 65,062 | 316,765 | Gular ........ iadveses 
181 150,44 Uranaties. tetenene teen 1J,052 | 60,620 Coonamble meee ate 
aeaeee 80 | Oaklands.....,.........} 78,471 | 106,813 ie ELT ek aeons 
3,913 5,15! | Rand seseoeee | 41,980 | 23,459 Ed AE W Gopacan aOR Bes 
1,808 | 4,835 | Holbrook...............| 31,922 | 34,211 Hermidale tei he 
Runes 250 | Walla Walla .........| 16,563 | 117,623 | North Strathfield . 
16,555 | 16,775 | Burrumbuttock ...... 46,527 131,955 | Concord West... 
58,599 |. €1,329 | Brocklesby ............ £8,818 | 189,956 | Rhodes ...... sgpdbe 
80,12 40,592 | Balldale ............... 10*,912 339,752 Ryde air fine.secares: 
4321 5, 4°2 Cones Pes wehesirer es 20/987 £7,119 Bde ga Seaed 
6,139 f,015 | Rockdale.......... a6 2008 eccrcs Thorntei; i Sy. -.cccses 
955095) 12 S145) Kogarah. ec setieet umes. 696) | Hornsby Si.cescr esses 
59,228 | §3.684 | Dulwich Hill .........|377,050 | 55,832] St. Leonards ........ 
60,418 | 37,972 | Belmore ............+-- 2001 4..c8 Gosford ......... 
5,862 8,898 | Purchbowl........... 175 fotees Ourimbah .....000. 
23,663 | 49,086 | Bankstown ......... 200 sacl p Newcastleees: ase 
45,414 | 144,822 | Ruz lle .............. 2,925 seu Hamilton nae sacans 
9,109 | 52,992 | Sutherland..,......... 4023)" oe 4 Honeysuckle ......... 
17,012 | 19,7¢6 } Parramatta............ | 8,781 | 8,338 | Cockle Creek ......... 
87,175 | £6,588 | Seven Hills............| sess 220 | Kast Muitland......... 
16,926 | 51,297 | Blacktown ..... nies BOOT aaecses bie Se Sora: 
90,842 | -70,734 | Rooty Hill . 580 207 | Ravensworth ,,,..... 
55,348 | 129,920 | Mount Drnitt,. Ape. 142 nance Muswellbrook........ 
127,234 | 369,552 | Penrith ; nos 1CO'} Scone Ty ccccsteieeseectee 
£4,895 | 151,020 | Windsor .......0..000 746 ue Parkville ........... o6e 
245,951 | 271,349 | Hskbank .............. Wa eo Unamin Willow Tree ......... 
Me(d0) | 105,449) | Garang secs. tence ean 10. | Quirindi 2.2.2. 
36,5208 550:33 01 LWiatD DOO} meee anne 1,035 | Quipolly ........00.0008 
17,170 | 10,094 | Brewongle ........... 805 3,227 | Werris Creek ......... 
2,017 680) | Raglan. 2.2 .osre 1,946 | 10,949 | Currabubula ...... 
79,675 | 52,648 | Kelso ees eaten 450 2,728 | Duri.......: is 
FADO sae enk Bathurst eee erek 9,012 7,623 | West Tamworthin.. 
sae 200 | Perthville .........| 844] 232 | Tamworth ...... 
scoee¢ 20° | George’s Plains ... 123 399 | Nemingha ............ 
109 36€ | Newbridge ...........| 6,953 | 6,CO7 | Kootingal anvenes 
763 7o3s1 eb layney. emer 6,668 6,860 | Woolbrook ........... 
eciees 200 ; Millthorpe ...........| 4,839 | 12,481 | Kentucky ........... 
100 2,386 | Spring Hill............ 50 143 | Armidale ............... 
aan sise 449 | Orange .. 5 3,898 | 19,1E6 | Glencoe ............. 
48,727 | €8,717 | Mullion Creek Attys ane cee 114 Glen Inres ............ 
21,147 | 16,982 | Eucharcena............ 1,805 5,17¢ | Tenterfield <.022.au0 
58,735 | 97,5387 | Store Creek ,....... ... 699 629 | Wallangarra ..... dit 
45,728 | 124,602 | Stuart Town ......... 91 §10 | Denman ...... Getioty a0 
44,229 Boniees Miiibil Beet eens 66 3,489 | Merriwa ...... Saposanc 
15,807 | 27,520 | Dripstone ..,......... 57 V074.) Breezes ccs 
126,680 | 164,994 | Wellington ............ 41,101 | 221,631 | Curlewis ........ Ficsasuc 
129,364 | 204,561 | Mary Vale ...,, 518 | 41,697 | Gunnedah ........... 
.| 114,537 | 2 8509 | Geurie.................. €97 | 122,469 | Emerald Hill ......... 
108,497 | 245,664 | Wongarbon.,.,......... 1,376 | 12,189 | Boggabri .............02 
3/059 0 anne Hulomoc0 messes ree 12,423 | Baan Baa......... ane 
111,276 | 287,586 | Dubbo .......... ee 20,712 |148.971 | Turrawan ............ 
.| 218,505 | 471,545 | Narromine ............ 15 "794 267,288 | Narrabri West ..... 
52,806 | 569,442 | Trangie aie: "420 | 44,595 | Wee Waa .......... 
74,215 | 178,669 | Nevertire....ccccccececc] ccc sce 3,007 4 Burren Junction ,,. 
188,808 | 546,011 | Nyngan ,..... CREE cma 3,905 | Narrabri ........... ee 
cate 194,713 ELS weaneees Pre 503 J 936) | SRdgeroigeuse.ncceteee. 
42 3,995 MG: cceceataacsebeers cece Manone {Go- 1 Bellata sea: caeswedscs sae 
6,336 2,632} Mudgeer cersie ene 3,087) 27,310)7 Mloreem cence vesde 
221,430 | 681,413 | Gulgong & 929 | 62,661 | Ashley...,.....ccc..es. 
9,369 | 544,975 | Craboon .............. 3,2 9.1) (28,787 4 Ugur oe. e. anv ceceee 
al eee Rie sani ses 573 | 19,496 | Gravesend ,,......... 
3, OEM We ES erigring AG IAA000: aes 4,998 | Warialda........ 
10,697 4087 624 | Ianedoo cee 1,133 | 24,670 | Delungra... ...0...s0+. 
19,227 | 12,584 | Merrygoen .......... 8,148 | 43,050 | Mount Russell ..... 
aERPNE 314 | Binnaway ............ 2,858 |. 82,972 | Inverell .........000 
83 £98 | Coonabarabran ......| 2,129 | 8,796 | Attunga .........00.+. 
300 1,062 | Carcoar ........00.. 721 IGLSS | UMianill aie es meeres 
88,876 | 182,240 | Mandurama ...... 4811 6,637 | Barraba, ......sccccee 
107,314 | 260,300 | Lyndhurst ............| 2,259 4,140 
78,398 | 453,203 | Woodstock .,..........| 44,190 | 64.291 otal 5 ccaveenet en: 
46,369 | 210,550 | Cowra ...... et ots aecneee 98,313 | 155,981 


Number of bags. 


feb eae 


6,861,092 


272,936 
110,358 
5,912 
76 730 
141,823 
518,184 
264,203 
216,456 
236,382 
36,628 
4,133 
47,054 
124,439 
97,312 
(14,706 
77,016 
16,092 
11,194 
127 895 
3,116 

| 263 
17,642 


a: 
= 
o 


oO 
a 
x 


201 Qt 6 
24, 617 


16,796,143 
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Serrawavr of CJAL, CIXE, anl SHALE forwarded from the various Collieries during the years 
ended 30th June, 1923 and 1922. 


Year ended 30th June. Increase. Decrease. 
Collieries. 
1923, 1922. 1923. 1923, 
NORTHERN, tons. | a tons, & tons. £ tons. £ 
Aberdare .. 831,490 | 96,137 |1,153,6¢9 | 125,6-7 Syeen, dertenncce | 322,209 | 29,470 
Aberdare Ceatral _ 391 502 1,679 Pats eae. eure 1,288 990 
Aberdare Junction ... aonricenes| LL od | 1,368 2,970 1,742 8,784 A || docs 374 
AberJare Exten led ates SC “asa Me, lal. Sires te 950 116 Fie al “oe Rae 950 116 
Bere ROMAIN OMe issicea' Fotaasmeecnsa tortoise 409,758 Ve 59 762 | DOLIRBS OFFS fe cence cee e ss 97,628 | 11,004 
Ashtonfields......... x : 23,135 2,193 34,676 BLS tan arctic wilh Ns aie 11,491 887 
Ayrfield ........5. 3 PG a seeks NBO 4,451 4,00 594] 20,056 | 3,857 |... ay: 
Austral Main............ . FG ya TiAl eee lca sce 2u9 CWE Hi), one aR (ener ee 209 47 
Awaba ........ 1,016 | 243 Pei eee 1,016 243 Wares cet sdk ese 
Me Ph eos ccd see ele fcics avon SE 2, SSS | 46,612 858,002)" 68.517 ra eee 51,019 | 11,905 
DIR Owe Gk PS occ Medicis el PRADO 5,955 | 11,082 Sey pee 503 183 ieee 
Borehole wisleegepeg ine seesen eau ACES er ee Ha 131,700 | 10,763 103,718 3080 24,92 2,926 “yndbc consee 
Burwood sNOwd!, jccssecee ee cts 0es Aron eee 153,609 16,154 | 118,752 12,410 31,357 Bre || namus 9 1!" eaoee 4 
RRie Pee cree Nhe neat anesese es. | 2,819 2336) 11,069 BieT og ce hermes 8,280 | 6,645 
Cardiff ..... Reemmeaehenanee eee ve 128 27 | 2,955 318 | RoE fieecnae 5 2,337 B21 
Cooled aoe 97,982 | 20,338} 62,851 | 12,606 | 15,181 | 7,752 | 03 | ss 
Co-operative ........ atk Nee 28011 | 2,459 | 24,206 2,042 | 8,805 Ap foe. ie 
Crofc’s Siding (Fastifern) Bee ate Saitthe dvekxnes epee,” “Oars 8J 40.) Bake: Pad ence 89 40 
Dudley. ON crea Oe etter 148,489 | 13,080 | 129,384 10,678 17,105 2,402 ene sd 
Dulwich (Nundah) sriieaaaslevees AbCER Ree 623 371 26 3 597 368) Mees: oe tacos : 
HST MOTE LV Ble Leese: ssesseeenteess Bai hs 25,916 2,259 29,665 2,485 Sia ene 3,749 226 
GrebarCentralieuecsy. caceaiednaivs cueerets sopees 29,483 | 4,532 22,641 3,019 | 6,842 1,513 one sees 
CEECURLVV CAbR sciscacash ec cicceenae ce Wiese Swain: 2,502 32h 1,043 182 | 1,459 T43clewe a at 
Grete: Greabiescs: trots ieaiaess MMR ihc: acs uiecbimng UNM eens 1,956 Dy Ella SRR Ras GIO sepa 1,956 261 
Gee GOMER ke, ies ..| 33,491! 4,059) 1,818 Glave ySi.673 fee S149i 0 tice Phe 
Greta Main ,............ SEA ACSE cceceslaes coe 5,014 | 1,471 623 4, | 4,391 DSO 7 Ue cescie ce acd 
Greta, NEW icrscaccenseae Ae 67,213 19,428 | 100,752 13,674 Succes Mee car ee é 33,579 3,246 
GUlenpAN Un esideccesveeser tecmarteverssaissisesexe | 20,007 7,064 3,816 | - 2,389 0,691 4 G75 meses aoe 
CilenER De kag ko tacsiteacvactudtitescevensacates 3,610 6 3) Tih) achat Fae | 3,610 BWA || “ceariemce alll) manne r 
HED OREL NIE teracch cates cate cccd sik tasiecelicavon've 2,707 220 Meme es cee as ; 2,707 225) Nesey |enivesies i 
GEASSED TEC? ccteenteacs st Feo Miran cto tener ates 326 341 Tecee Od Won bes die; | 326 341 SOTA | aRRSARD 4 
Hebburn ..... WES Perot eee Sia dneteewiaee ...| 818,972 | 37,990 | 333,938 | 43,489 | sess verses | 79,266 | 5,499 
Se MRE ers, etna Aaikcie caocsetsst codeaelll a eece ; 20 ie. Bae arene : 20 12 
HUE SIOU OBER es trict ndtsesaceccstesesecsce 28 580 2,259 31,315 PAD | Yeeenese) | a6 Saas 2,735 16L 
Wambton= vc.casteonssnesdesse Brak nh eee 40,450 3,112 22,197 1,584 | 18,258 JE 2S 7 laeee eae | ameeeae 
Lambton “ B”’ Pecan Scseciaee Se uele 59,719 5,982 45,017 4,142 14,672 1.840) ines saSeoc 
Peete Nortlt als. otc..sFihiitees Mtb scaeencnss 3,62 286 | 1,629 118| 1,994 168 i was 
WALI DLONN CWieacoceces seureseieeeceee sete: ae 98,526 7,862 73,039 5,372 23,487 2490 lacs rs see 
Minmbton SOUt Ria. sex seeders. soceicnse Pe eaneeeny 3,362 | 260 63,294 7,164 Ga keane 64,932 7,204 
Minmi pe paaa aa eaueser nays Noseesereef i J 0;495 6,403 34,785 3,002 | 385,708 8,406 |... secnot 
Mi vielen cece. Pasi da vinsa couPentmeeer to sidecases 3,582 | Gil 2,405 424 957 PS TAM teen: Dee 
Bi ewelibrook! Brae vaccine Pat bamaGaR eer aoe 24,417 19,675 27,086 TRMOSS ee ees A 617 2,669 Serr 
RUDE AMIS eELIN eo srecenccsccssrcess ses Losteceseni® 574 | AS ree. > anes 574 AS) lances tenses 
ISTaNUTO “Bore Reaok dee Ge OC Hen UeRe ECE oRCRAanICe Sear 79,569 9,639 | 131,019 | 14,863) ...... saase 51,450 4,724 
IE WEL UUMTLO WEE ochre. case Ss ve ine cee sealoesegeceages 3,131 253 32,120 ee 21533 aimiasees Pane (ae sacle 28,989 1,820 
Newcastle . 1), ee Nt... ...| 27,907 | 2,363 | 16,260] 1,364| 11,617 O90 IS lene nhl 
Noriliern Extended.. é €9,797 20,746 | 78,171 22,0S1 ee al| caeteect: 8,374 1,335 
Northumberland ........... Be Nee een 28220 | 9,590) 32,621; 11,145] ..... Se eh, 11,301 | 1,555 
Niue ele Getied vc. asds cds varctercse'ses 136 | Tittateckonc:  Waereett 136 O75 Beers een caer 
MNCORED TIME Meroe cites ates beavis sc sjeton scar 3,602 1,424 | 833 147 2,769 1,277 Speer | acaoeo c 
WS ER AOS eno ene 1,038 173 1,055 vis fl Cbs eeerer thiaee 17 209 
PPR ME Pere ati eeceits.crtee cults hesccl 100,723 1° 26,710 | 99,200 | 23,568 |, 1,523 | 2,142 |)... Esp et 
Pelaw Main.. MAME ee auc atecs ons scieer 230,405 | 21,485 | 265,158 | 22,701 | w.esee | eee eee 34,753 1,2 
OER AE Chin, Peavgeyecreccye, vevscteomeeht OFT Oa0 Y,045 64,308 MO44qC 1S ZY ite OO Ts hieateee Sp. ree *s 
5 2 938 
Beresbom (Ourlegris) ‘icc ..cssc.ccessoasbedcbocsess 5,342 2,193 | 5,527 8,186 ay "133 a 
Purified ...,, Bie esses ee Rm eed, 16,05 7olney 1099p 1OAIT ey 1.806 |=" 6B 8O ee og Wensne aah 
ere ee Dh a8 04 | 14,882 | 127,876)) 111,696 | 20,445 | Y,280 | ner a eae 


>) ee ee ee 
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APPENDIX XVIII—continued. 


Year ended 30th June. Increase, Decrease. 
Collieries. ey 
1923, 1922. 1923. 1923, 
act aati 

NorTHERN—continued. tons £& tons. £ tons £ tons £ 
Rhonddattc aon Joos evesss spsespvadvenriveiel — RO.BSB)| §<4.692") 99658 1° 26 :0ge smd 03Gs ae en ne 1,636 

Richmond Main .cictsictitacccsresurbisteiidt pied bo 6,170 26,516 2,503 40,799 3,667 |. 0 
Ravens WORE nnosas sens jetecsssseaetesinsnaor'sculCRmmeees ces MM) UNE ocpite : 119 56 [Va ee Nl ee ek 119 56 
Rosedale Vien\ viele sce snsceheeve reece peania este el me alesse eect 1,094 Glia” ea eee 1,094 610 
Rothbury... eae ih 126,327 19,198 | 151,527 2 OZ Uae rere) Bill meepcats 25,2C0 2,723 
Seaham Sparake a 245,179 20,271 | 266,975 PARSE fal sence rin 21,796 1,616 

Shortland. vs 29,726 | 2,650 | 44568} 1,278] 16,168 | 4,875) «ean ee 

South Teralba .. ; 14,968 2,200 8,486 991 6,482 1,214 seagaee tanaet 

Stanford Merthyr .....,....000 Recek 251,967 23,749 | 233,422 24,578 18,545 ALVEL | acces eee 
WRAVRBn Ot ieicecccccsacas gitecernsassderonssy: 123,509 8,254 | 164,915 11,497 Ee yp as Pps 3 41,406 8,243 
Wallsend South (Lymington) -- seeeaa apes eve} 27,061 2,645 52,391 4,900} as000 Tse ia ey 25,330 | 2,264 

Wallsend West Reesenees Resikectrss 313,939 29,473 | 284,350 24,536 29,589 BOOE | Godan | eee 

Wiaratant.i.5 ccs: sscepassersruclbel Sesesespsses 156,532 12,212 | 115,589 7,758 | 40,943 4,454] 0... RS po i: 
IWWESBOT itt: sep chcds then bec tt ead boerbauccammonaeat 838 416 1, 264 [p's Sl Mi eM A eae Ae 428 205 
ANA CE ROTEL Weerere atin re aor neteRe RONDA ieee eeses 47,089 6,667 110, 865 L4sSTR a) gees. *, 63,776 8,151 
Didalay Merthic..;0 ges ee: 15,308,316 | 661,155 |8,808,997 | 697,676 | 494,329 | 74,249 /1,-00,01¢ | 110,770 

West 

Boywerilela Oi ovenssioscpspuet apsee tetpesscaseteoe 49,502 10,447 50,235 8,268 ae 2,179 562 | Se 
Clandulla... a a ‘690 454 1,216 EE) tert ses oath 526 ' 267 

Coomba (Charbon) .......... ee 17,631 11,873 12,053 7,441 6,578 | “4,442 4° 5 ae eevee 
Elong Elong Annee Boone meee toads eee see 235 ISIS Sadat 1) conv ie 235 98 

inyincible (425 ves sssaescessieabs sees sees 73,488 40,892 49,384 23,000 26,101 | 1U,808 io wee ae eit 
Trouigila '”,.,cceteecitsessith ses staaeced 21,737 | 10,938 | 26,253 | 12,766 ae | Se : 4,516 | 1,828 

N.S.W. C. L. & C. Co., Kandosg ........, 12,525 7,731 4,833 2,311 7,692 5,420 | 4. #5 

Lithgow Coal Association ..............ecsenes 842,202 | 150,513 | 249,294 80,406 92,903 | 70,107 | -- is 
Morton Main .......sessesveccseess Vine A: 414 goa | «G76 |... “et ee 385-22 
N@W C8 uscses costae ceases ssszes 23 8 377 TS3 tp esterases: 354 175 

Renown (Gallen Bolen) eRe 9,795 | 5,444] 6528| 2,819] 3,267] 2,625] ..... ce, 
Tyldesley .. a 38,530 | 20,124} 42,671 | 20,349 eae | ees 3,841 225 
Vis Gaines cdok is Gerecasctcaumris st moter meiner: Sie Soc mee “Serta: 528 SOB ls Biteeccre ah avease 528 295 
Wallerawang ........... ce 10,612 4,030 14,066 Basa ) eer Ps oeeeene 3,454 1,394 
Totals, West ...-cssse00 vs .. 599,447 | 262,868 | 458,503 | 164,747 | 135,546 102,655 | 14,602 | 4,684 

ILLAWARRA. 

Bellambi i (Relnone) 7 31,630 4,108 21,424 8,024, 10,2C6 1,08] |- asec) ee 

Ball... : pee tases pa eICE E 59,735 | 16,123 45,979 16,421 L306 | shits LB seaee 3 298 
| 

Coal Clues ee comerescs aches SA0 &6,C08 37,492 85,963 | 40,801 |° 40 We craois | le ansane 3,309 
Cole dale SADISH an adbIece aes ape treoeceseses 98,668 16,068 76,596 22,456 PPM WW AAR pees ee Pe MBSE 35 6,388 

Corrimal AC ECL IOSD DSIICEY Wace noc Mince GACArCOP HOE 166,342 | 19,862 | 156,356 18,581 9,986 T2821] Seasce eee 
Figtree.....,... 24,675 | 7,088 24,377 7,712 COO Sanit 629 
Kirton’s sen seeeeneens bs Gueeeprineseneaies (cies vuclcnche rs 97,5F3 13;074 | 110,769 | (4.852) cose | cerstes 22,216 1,778 
Metropolitan 87,733 17,698 99,064 | L930 | "ees Stee reece 11,331 1,642 
Mounts Membiged 1.8... .susecheecasna 70,944, 1,345 | 127,429 26501 “Ue ate ye 56,485 | 1,954 
MogHe Keitas.. 22000005 cass deities ee 129,215 | 16;256 | 133,595.| 17,566] -...., raeen 4,380 1,310 

Mount Pleasant Sasso phinedicngiesescsreeces ce 66,799 10,109 48,855 7,093 17,944 BOGS) Soces bil saeecaere 
South Bull? vray er ei oe) ce po248 | [298 |, USO | daaet) ere) 9,648 208 

South Clifton ....... sehen et 27,725 | 6,572| 3,306 799 | 24,920 | 6,272 | ss, | 
Tunnel (Scarborough) s.e.csescccccccceseess, 122,411 | 28,299 | 182,415 | 31,085} ow... | wee . | 10,004 | 2,786 

Wongawilli tenes earenenceseeeces eaeeig 52,654 38,664 26,306 | 18,864 ZO Soar LO COON esas... westine 
Totals, Ilawarra,.s..ssssseer soesees-{Lj181,880 | 246,731 |1,170,415 | 285,177 | 124,979 | 30,951 | 114,064 | 19,397 
Totals, North, West, and Illawarra/7,064,093 |1,170,754 4, 437,915 |1,097,600 | 754,854 | 207,855 |1,128,676| 134 701 

Totals, Reconsigned .......... eae one 83,607 15,568 34, 081 7,513 49,526 S.Q55°1 Fisiaea oul eosin 
GRAND LOTALS Nee sateeasree ds eareeressae 7,147,700 . 1,186,322 |7,471,996 |1,105,113 | 804,380 | 215,910 1,128,676) 134,701 
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APPENDIX XIX, 
Port of Newcastle. 


Return of the Quantity of Coal Exported from Newcastle to Interstate and Foreign Ports for 
the years ended 30th June, 1923 and 1922. 


Year ended 30th June— 
Countries, Increase. Decrease, 
1923. 1922. 
tons. tons. tons tons. 
REPAIR ME So ait pps pyit'es ak fis noes sbessasne ove tow fevaeg ion 1,340,799 Dee Oa ON, © Fax toacee +3 229,177 
South Australia ,...0.:.ccsccescess SocT SEGRE Coors 700,473 BT mel ee Srostceys srt 127,448 
Queensland .............s0008 DTH oeshire rise Meso eeas tan Saved se 69,768 ADA BOD Se Oa aens je 34,624 
SRURRT A RORLALIA es cee adtiders geass) oes eh ued vec yavaiecsates 68,695 PAPE Se Ol Pe eaesnardnte 51,336 
TBBMANIA.....-0.00c00009 Spar onteeco ne ae See nen eee | 111,892 160,535 AD gm MTs seis oe op 
ROMER IAB Safes. <etlode state civeesseintiay vee aksa 467,316 BIB ees) er hexeewnier 49,253 
Fiji serie Repeastlerscgeewtichavactwe rane ss FORO Oe Siieaece as 21,859 | AG OOP Oe abies Gon 24,962 
New QGuinea........ De wagsoa gee tec ees ee Raehe epentneee ie VAS ace Mee eT ss ste ner BBR | onctepecnene 
Total Interstate....... sate Meneenns 2,783,240 S280 DAG 0 A aionuesnites 506,005 
ie ye. Sy eg Sep ers RAE he See ee 
ForEIGN, | 
United States .......... paeteeseoats Sion Cor eCac ate beaut: 370,345 115,421 ea ES hae area 
POW veecseese serersaereens Skee ced chies es awe Daas oa aster rae 20,981 18,495 ARG Weaccchin esse 
PE PAUULe CLONE ree tats Meese eee ccisimissistshe cm ohcate ve 30,894 © | 16,887 14,007 
Lista ce echissices ote. rooR NTR PIERS Nabe nas su sai Veh igs ey 127,000 75, 162 BL S88 —- = a vnsaswomre 
Hongkong... fer eM eck 1, | 10,807 | 5,129 Ea og oes 
Philippine Islands ...........:s.00:00 ssenneangehe a youna | 154,285 | 68,195 BG OOO noes i sasipsyes 
GA cece copie eesed. suc catlon, ouaet ) PeOCOR CUO OEOET MCT ET IEEe | 130,900 9,403 | Le AO a F ce sea sdete 
Dita Wis be dale hile con schat ns eesccbiees oteexch ae omcmerh goes 61,580 21,073 AO-SOES wile 20) s 08, .ncce. 
ANDES oAtsai Orcas: eat scistees ins Jan i odGhde aac ACO re Radosotesn 92,888 DA BAB WN Sc asees tay 154,357 
South Sea Islands. ....... A OE ee ree YC epee Sane Dre aR tae aes os ee 
Singapore (Straits Settlements) ...........666: ese | 71,285 | MOsQAG | 0 cto) Sees antn ct 3,771 
MEHers COUNTIES)... avhuescetaesaesces 407,824 | 319,616 BS BOR GnUaled ubyssiccses 
peewee | | Deen) sce" 
Total Foreign... osc. ates: | 1,278,849 971,682 | 307,167 Sten 
Stee ee See ee a ered 
Grand Total (Interstate and Foreign)......... | 4,052,089 4,260,927 | RE apes 198,838 
Nomper of Tons and Value of Coal Exported to Interstate and Fereign Ports. 
- 4 it Year ended 30th June— 
Decrease. 
1923. | 1922. 
E = | Seti ith abe. ; 
tons. | value. tons. value, tons. value, 
4,062,089 £4, 349,287 | 4,260,927 | £4,540,077 | 198,838 £190,790 


Interstate and Foreign Shipping out of Newcastle. 


Year ended 30th June— 


1923. : | 


1922. 


Decrease. 


Number of Vessels. | Tonnage. 


1,678 


| 3,738,864 


| Number of Vessels. 


Tonnage. | 


to 


3,486, 101 | 


Number of Vessels. 


fo eet eee 


39 


Increase. 


Tonnage, 


252,763 
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APPENDIX 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT OF THE WORKING EXPENSES AND 
COMPARED WITH THE 


DR. TRAM 


YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE. 
WORKING EXPENSES. 
1923, | 1922, 
& Ss. D. & las: Bp: 
CITY AND SUBURBAN (ELEctTRic). 

To MAINTENANCE OF WAY AND STRUCTURES retcccccessereetsees Ss poensgneccapcdstsezeyee 424,718 13 10 391,550 18 6 
MI AINTENANGE OF PLANT ..0.cccsscecccscccesceecesereccseeunrssseretecereesesses sonssteesenveversessescoss 474,574 16 Oo 449,640 0 4 
POWER EX RENSES siicicccsescorupetearcerenceey esr sdseencrSerseteioavtepertasress SEM viseeah iy cabeseroeee teehee | 140,083 19 6 141,927 2 3 
STUERAGEIG E.XRENSES) ccescccesccoscoacecsacpscsceceabicecsey trocardadteen cutee seutemeercedeatosts casts sartscssontat ys 1,286,955 19 6 1,291,217 6 4 
GOMPENSAT ION ssisccsssssnuerccscavrscopeveapsos csssansersnsessrersseractenssstieiens aponeninciweavarssst on torc casa ene? | 18,678 19 O 18,238 18 7 
GENERAL. GHARGES tscesesescccnsessstosessereanscs sesedbhs ssc pcnmsbpsnantasesyscgpoat ses hogcseghausson assy seeeere: 35,472 12 5 21,610 9 6 

2,380,485 0 3 2,314,184 15 6 
NORTH SYDNEY (EL teEctric). 

To MAINTENANCE OF Way AND STRUCTURES... sesateeeseesenees sevenesnegensonierteenes 55,142 5 7 68,428 12 10 
MAINTENANCE OF PLANT  cccccsccssesssssessetceerseteecerseecsesenensenss dsocaeoasbersseedsessstoseresrestos 35,980 1 8 33,453 0 9 
PowER EXPENSES ease naleeayiss inp omifisihse's cifaa'gh Codes erectcccccoresteccenectcccccesosscsceereseese Ob rsccceseccereveess 22,213 17 3 21,313 0 8 
TRAFFIC EXPENSES (Jeeccecccseceeees aca Tepean conte ishee sie Weaeita ook oat setts Seavaepaesnsdes sves seaesshibastaxssee? 135,310. 6 8 134,885 18 
GENERAL CHARGES (including Compensation) .......... aneasvare Fics saadyessasseipsenenes aeeestayasess 4,023 5 4 3,588 1 1 

252,669 16 6 261,617 17 O 
ASHFIELD TO MORTLAKE AND CABARITA (ELeEctric). 

To MAINTENANCE OF WAY AND STRUCTURES tesctscsecccnssscceseseseetcesrssserpsreseeees 19,825 14 10 14,757 12 3 
MaINTENANCE OF PEL Tieksas csevcpsusns'ozicasss dpe spaivacescssnessvagaacaydgeeecesameectserhenceennecesens tere 6,723 11 1 6,073 8 1 
POWER EXPENSES eoceresccccsees edecveeeneeney esscaseorssecsee 7,038 18 8 7,066 4 7 
TAT RAEFIC EXPENSES. bccn: ccosccotestene:devsccececcersissossanesueacnteeeesiea eensensenrrseesaeerenteerecseeneenee 30,543 2 9 30,729 110: 
GENERAL CHARGES (including Compensation) ............c.sesscsrsessesecsersetesesereperssecconnres 736 3 8 34514 9 

64,867 11 O 58,972 1 6 
KOGARAH TO SANS SOUCI (STEAM). 

To MAINTENANCE OF WAY, WORKS, AND STATIONS. ersscsscsssersersesserersnsspensserens 3,591 16 1 3,589 11 10 
LOCOMOTIVE POWER. cresicccecesecseceeseseones Oe neeee een eenenseceeneens Peer eneescocerseeeteesessnersreneretese 12,582 19 5 18,913 0 7 
REPAIRS AND RENEWALS OF CARS .evcccssccceccererees oe : saeseese ateeses 1,455 17 1,742 10 7 
"TRAFFIC EXPENSES scssesscse-csoccccavccuesceseessseccacssntasrostey ag spaepecenacaeusy Searsaoe as eaynecauaeteaer 6,796 4 10 5,385 2 1 
GENERAL CHARGES (including Compensation) ...cccccccccosseccrerecseeecesceeseesees dsesptdergengenes 3,243 5 0 154 7 1 

27,669 16 11 24,784 12 2 
NEWCASTLE CITY AND SUBURBAN (Steam) 

To MAINTENANCE OF WAY, WORKS, AND STATIONS cccsctscscrcesrecceete Seoceperennnic: 43,759 10 0 27,170 910 
LOCOMOTIVE POWER ee ossesscceccsecseeseesees psqrssareueeconsne sdice GaaNansiseheetaes perHptacanactnaioy Att 108,459 18 1 111,543 14 3 
REPAIRS AND RENEWALS OF CARS ..ccsreseccrees peicugecuseracauee ates sige yes asada Uethaveaieeonc 9,286 2 7 9,422 310 
TRAFFIC EXPENSES ....... Sides saeeaNeaeauaaes sanrsadeteaaeacvespaecanpnas suercearsecrsscatsreras seceesceaeniee 57,379 210 58,052 13 3 
GENERAL CHARGES (including Compensation) vscecccrssssecceveeressoveeenecees ee pean Eanaorncnes 1,874 3 8 2,705 3 0 

220,758 I7 2 208,894 4 2 
BROKEN HILL (Steam). 

To MAINTENANCE OF Way, WORKS, AND STATIONS...0.-00+ Cechavaieastessiceneene nes 1,829 6 6 3,27419 4 
LOCOMOTIVE POWER ..-cscccccctseceeteceseceees Wseecucepeesatews space eUeesysansves eseoeves seeeene teesecevecees 15,075 10 1 14,532 0 2 
REPAIRS AND RENEWALS OF CARS ceccecsccssssecrsesceeesaes Scarasbecveesnencete Aaupaveushvsisanesgzas 826 17 10 1,273 17 2 
TP RAPEIC TE XPENSES cece Secscrecs ccs Meswuceys serene EeuNs Seite sitaylesitea atte APA ECO Sula his sacnraue's 7,828 3 11 6,746 18 11 
GENERAL CHARGES (including Compensation) ...........:66008 {90 veepDenyeassenenes Apomoare noe 24414 83 102 14 

25,304 12 7 | 25,929 16 11 

*PARRAMATTA TO NORTHMEAD—WOOLLEN MILLS (Steam). 

To MAINTENANCE OF Way, WORKS, AND STATIONS ..... ignreesses’ ease ttaseseaeeeye sntsee 1,941 5 7 2,053 10 § 
LOCOMOTIVE POWE Rivccscesssssyctensdccteaseccsvirccesysvecezssseee ASoseaabaor paeranseeiatssereia casas Weseesasen 8,021 6 3 7,97315 1 
REPAIRS AND RENEWALS OF CARS cccerccccssccscececcesrceeces jester thieekstas etre 1,029 14 6. M 90619 9 
TRAFFIC EXPENSES ovscssccsccsseseceseceenes ecoreerecnrencnarat JessecasWegipeSrasemucstsssnseses acerk Scoot: 3,401 1.0 3,964 5 11 
GENERAL CHARGES (including Compensation) ....... meisaereayantrsareaesg’ ieuraeaepsechcototeet seaeet 405 07 1,334 9 0 

14,798 7 11 16.233 0 2 
CARRIED FORWARD iiivsscssccrstsercerensee se 2,986,654 2 4 2,910,61647 5 


ms tne ea TA Rh A ht NE A RRR SE RES SSSA SAI SISA RE A Sn RR A PE AOR ER eR nt Aen ae AE 


*The section from Northmead to Castle Hill wag converted to a Railway from 28th January, 1923, 


4 


55 


AXXI, 


EARNINGS FOR THE YEAR ENDED SOTH JUNE, 1923, AS 
CORRESPONDING PERIOD IN 1922. 


WAY S. CR. 


YEAR ENDED 307n JUNE. 


EARNINGS. 
1923. | 1922. 
& S$. D & Ss De 
CITY AND SUBURBAN (E cecrric). 
1923. 1922. 
No. No. 
By PASSENGERS, GtG. cetrcessseessccssrrssreres : 272,938,712 271,384,691 2,945,633 11 OF 2,938,236 3 63 
| 
NORTH SYDNEY (E -ecrric.) 
By PASSENGERS, &C. wn, seeseneenenseareereaseeen + 27,659,118 26,753,152 292,487 11 10% 282,275 14 93 
———. ea } a 
| 
ASHFIELD TO MORTLAKE AND CABARITA (ELEcrTRic), 
BY PASSENGERS, GC. visits 6,638,953 6,525,640 62,366 4 9 61,808 3 2 
KOGARAH TO SANS SOUCI (STEAM). 
BY PASSENGERS, GC. wrsscisssssescsesie es csnsonees 1,411,233 1,333,368 18,362 4 4 17,375 18 5 
NEWCASTLE CITY AND SUBURBAN (SrTEam). . 
By PASSENGERS, GC. cecssiisscessisteseesenes tse © 12,086,838 14,859,610 145,167 14 10 177,403 17 2 
BROKEN HILL (Steam). 
BY PASSENGERS, &Go vriscsrsscssssscsnsessssvenceeses 1,347,510 1,235,604 14,945 15 5 13,475 16 3 
4 

PARRAMATTA TO NORTHMEAD—WOOLLEN MILLS (Steam). 
BY PASSENGERS, &C. «0-00 Seteseensenaesenanens 836,976 1,103,954 10,284 12 10 14,358 2 0 
CARRIED FORWARD  oeesssseeeseeee 322,919,340 323,196,019 3,489,247 15 1 3,504,933 15 4 
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT OF THE WorkKING EXPENSES AND 
COMPARED WITH THE 


DR. TRAM 


leanc DED 30TH JUNE. 
WORKING EXPENSES. é . 


1923. 1922, 
& Ss. D, & Ss. D. 
BROUGHT FORWARD sivssessrsseersereer recess Be 2,986,554 2 4 2,910,616 7 5 
MANLY TO NARRABEEN (ELEcTRIC). 
MANLY TO THE SPIT (ELectaic). | 

To MAINTENANCE OF Way AND STRUCTURES... LONER EOON EO RED CORED Ene E Daa eb te seneesesererss tas 12,6S6 17 4 10,630 9 6 
NIAINTENANCGCE OF PLANT. ccccccscscsescccscacccscscessctsscevsstesssersccccnsstesssesaserarsatane Rednaee 7,863 11 4 | 14,859 4 7 
POWER” [EXPENSES (crccccccccncssccitosenssssascbetastessresnctmasitesrnliecseceeseunias eabatvestaannsperscnars 7,017 19 1 7,534 12 7 
TRA GEIC SEX PEIN SES iotirctscnsancondssscscvascoregessecaastrasetpnensns)tsnantalsosiesaustis« SPROCHCOIOS Shnodeon _ 27,347 13 0 | 27,282 18 § 
GENERAL CHARGES (including Compensation) ...ciiesccrcerseeseees shar cstuciaasacscteuewens 587 8 3 57518 3 

85,513 9 0 | 60,883 3 4 
EAST TO WEST MAITLAND (STEAM), 

To MAINTENANCE OF WAY, WORKS, AND STATIONS crrcssssssteeseesee seaseneaeetens $93 7 0 | 1,065 13 0 
LOCOMOTIVE POWER  vevccsscccctsctncsscenenscereeveneeseneoseeaeaesaussenetseenecesencssegcsceusessenesensscs 5,557 5 10 5,201 18 2 
REPAIRS AND RENEWALS OF CARS vrcccosssvcscescssscocccocssscccesarsstescscosssses a sareenc 29416 8B | 333 20 
TRAFFIC EEX PE NGESS fecscccissecncscraceceluiiscarsetcaseay see gaceels SE CONOR tener eeecetotpeneeenestebeesceeesseesaes 2,650 0 9 | 2,664 010 
GENERAL CHARGES cccrercceeersernne Jeu peraiesisiedeeeser cenesecscos Aven een esse ee eensetee Con sei eaereusenceneesagnces 7514 4 80 16 2 

9,571 4 7 9,345 10 2 
ARNCLIFFE TO BEXLEY (Steam). 

To MAINTENANCE OF WAY, WORKS, AND STATIONS vicsscssssesscsetercssnereeece: 1,202 0 7 87110 11 
LOCOMOTIVE, POWER covcsssctestecersscbsucssvaversesteustsessanactsesssunduaseset ysanesuests/teaddennetarvestac 5,960 18 I 4,98410 8 
REPAIRS AND RENEWALS OF CARS  corsesscscrscscscrsseceecsseseeeaseteccsseeresssesnansensetanenes 46115 10 475 0 4 
TRAFFIC EXPENSES ercerccscctscesteenrere seuss cosesseuceerecscsaserevrecsbsetoovasteavesivasensecnvoosasonsreeess 2,40617 5 1,912 7 8 
GENERAL CHARGES  covcscertrrens Vaasardeceseveesergbtcsdeesersecssvacesons Weeaeesesneeeeteousoesenser set easeneees 90 210 64 07 

10,121 14 9 8,20710 2 
SUTHERLAND TO CRONULLA (STEA™). 

To MAINTENANCE OF WAY, WORKS, AND STATIONS sscsssssssssssseseseesenees 2,043 14 7 3,893 17 11 
LOCOMOTIVE POWER: ..:ccccccceccccenecsersrsccccesesceeeasaanaeasensessesrsreneseseeereseesnassananecereeeee 13,543 8 6 1,463 4 5 
REPAIRS AND RENEWALS OF CARS coeessssetcsssssesccscstsstaresercetsateeseesteeasenentanees 93 7,5) 49 683 7 0 
TRAFFIC EXPENSES ccccctssccssssccsseccsstrncsensereseseeececsssatnaaaesseteeeesseeeseeeesessnaanenranns sess ees 6,353 13 9 5,281 0 11 
GENERAL CHARGES (including COMIPEUSALION) arenes cocceeuscassicacteaichcles saeaanteest seine eee 1,288 15 0 21410 8 

24 166M 21,536 0 11 
ROCKDALE RAILWAY STATION TO BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS . 
(ELECTRIC), 

To MAINTENANCE OF WAY AND STRUCTURES vrriieseseneesesrsereersesnsesesetrerenses 1,191 molend 918 8 8 
MAINTENANCE OF PLANT i vvcsccssseccsssvcccssesscovsscsacsssarsesetessnnsserscsserssaeeececansneesetaecses 853 9 5 O57 95a 
POWER EXPENSES corcccccsscccsteoerssccescsssssescscresseeserensssseessesnsscasesssacscerencesensseesccenecesnes 601 0 O 605 1 2 
TRAFFIC EXPENSES icccccccsscccssccsstesecensagsssssecesensvosanerssveuevieorsesserseseacaccewereeversasqessares 3,634 5 5 2,512 4 2 
GENERAL CHARGES (including Compensation).....,..csscssecessseresessteescserssceesscessvens 9318 8 3419 4 

6,378 16 7 §,02719 3 

TOTAL WORKING EXPENSES ticcsisireisecssrssstienmienncien £&| 3,092,306 410 3,015,616 11 3 
BALANCE, 

AFTER PAYING WORKING EXPENSES, 00" iat Syn Y 505,807 110 594,518 {2 Ii 

eh MA) TO BN Ey Séecaccoctnoton.cecomconbemione: sctncno oo enc ectecienthonrcoes £| 3,598,113 6 8 3,610,185 4 2 


XX I—continued, 
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EARNINGS FOR THE YEAR ENDED SQTH JUNE 1923, As 
CORRESPONDING PERIOD IN (922; 
WAYS. Cr. 
YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE. 
EARNINGS, - a —————-~ 
| 1923. | 1922. 
1923. 1922. | £ Ss. D. & S. D. 
No 


BROUGHT FORWARD tse a 


= 


By PASSENGERS, GC. sercssovesre tttninionnee 4,663,687 


By PASSENGERS, &O, vcccereenn ec aiastek Sepia 740,490 


322,919,240 


} eS ce ee 


°. 
323,196,019 


MANLY TO NARRABEEN (E_ectric). 


MANLY TO THE SPIT (Etecrtric), 


EAST TO WEST MAITLAND (Steam), 


ARNCLIFFE TO BEXLEY (Steam), 


By PASSENGERS, &C, «.. veawied setieraraverves eboeee 613,700 


——a ae 


SUTHERLAND TO CRONULLA (Steam), 


BY PASSENGERS, GC.j ccoccestrcscscorecsccersscsserses 1,034,850 


3,489,247 15 1 3,504,933 15 4 


ee oe 


4,522,957 66,610 16 9 63,839 11 6 
ee eee ee ee — 
| 
| | 
| 
} 
716,632 | 6,059 16 1 T,816 10 T7 
647,047 §,827 3 6 6,198 10 8 
eos | tee epee SE | ree mene — 
| 
| 
1,004,417 19,543 6 9 19,738 610 
ee ee — rr ——— ee 


ROCKDALE RAILWAY STATION TO BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS 


(ELECTRIC), 


By PASSENGERS, G& Coenen aanhcateenenin acess x 1,029,755 


es 


GRAND TOTAL eres 331,001,822 


851,495 


eo 


330,938,567 


8,824 8 6 ° 7,608 9 3 


oe ie 


3,598,113 6 8 3,610,135 4 2 


j 


12455—Kh 


T, J. HARTIGAN, 
Chief Accountant. 
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APPENDIX XXIV. 


NEWCASTLE—CITY AND SUBURBAN LINES. 


Asstract of Working Expenses for the Years ended 30th June, 1923 and 1922. 


Year ended 30th June 


Branches, 
1923, 1922. 
—— eS a TA . | : 
Permanent-way Branch. £ £ 
Proportion of Salaries and Expenses of Engineer and Office Staff ‘s.cscesce cesseresnsreseeseesensos e91 | 696. 
Maintenance of Lines, Sidings, Bridges, Buildings, &C. si.sccsscvescon seveessetsersenssnceevnnsseetens 42,869 | 26,474 
£} 48,780 =| ~—«-27,170 
Locomotive Branch. 
Proportion of Salaries and Expenses of Tramway Traffic pay: Foremen, and Clerks ....! 3,371 | 5,072 
Locomotive Drivers, Firemen, Cleaners, and others,. Snob 160 Gon OROnAEMobdoUOdd ang cocadcenSoo ct. 41,591 41,919 
Coal, Coke, Water, Oil, Tallow, Waste, &c. iret on usmeseiretios epotacuahacencede bBaaseaccacor | 25,524 | Da Belt] 
Repairs and Renewals ‘of Motors RCA CED HOS CREGEO rich ed ir iodnoccodatoondiodcr Sat. 0ac9 -eanbauoes dio otha 37,974 36,776 
ee |. 
£108,460 111,544 
| = <a e 
Repairs and Renewals of Cars, &e; eT T reer ilicceceberctiecae erred eeCortian icvaripuccs suri net AiVrnerineteraTt 9,286 9,422 
—————————— eee eee 
| 
Traffic Branch. 


Proportion of Salaries and Expenses of Tramway Traffic Manager and Office Staff ...,...00e0. 2,531 
Conductors, Staffmen, Pointsmen, Astonia KOA cnthectsceriessoniueecesseteeventinesicetssoaepenl 37,863 
Cleaning and Oiling Cars... a Gand cotmaiesndtadetse te seveiesssuine seielCoetahtestenseeei titrate 2,323 
Cieaning, Watering, and Sanding "Track as teshesccsoresencre tievaderemouettes Meniwarstscehinnes 2,455 _ 
Vicker wOheck evscctases a ssgencsdscs tissu sevens BEGET nN COND DEE aan HOGI O OCHO IOCOTGOT: Kae 5,379 
Sundry charges, including Stores, Uniforms, bee. aiedeasenesecsunwert casiseeseeumacitesaeertiencrateen 6,828 


— 


Compensation. 
Personal injuries, damage to vehicles, &e., including legal and medical expenses \...cercerces’ 212 
General Charges, 
d'Fopottion of Head Omece- Charges soy co.cssusssesevoscnancenbovevened@huene conseoneuersvaatteeey Mreaneenien 1,662 


TOTAL trteoeerenre 220 759 


Ceeteer ose sat eretererenes £} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


£ 67,379 


971 


{ 
\ 


1,734 


208,89 & 


T. J. HARTIGAN, 
Chief Accountants 
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APPENDIX XXV. 


The working of the Tramways in sections for the years ended 30th June, 


1923 and 1922 :-— 


| 


CITY AND SUBURBAN--ELECTRIC LINES. / 
Length, 115 miles 42 chains, | 


Length of single track, 211 miles 40 chains. 


1923. ‘152 2m | 
Total Cost of Construction and Equipment... ov a ay se 
Gross Earnings ... aed AK sam Lhe ee eee ae aL | 
Working Expenses i ale se ay ove oes ose | 
Interest on Capital invested... Fic Ee See Str aya 
Gain a, oe oes AF, So) eee re hc 
Tram Miles ee aes eee ore eee 24,261,186 25,784,739 


NORTH SYDNEY—ELECTRIC. 
Length, 23 miles 1 chains, 


Length of single track, 39 miles 76 chains, 


Total Cost of Construction and Equipment ... ee Oke as ye 
Gross Earnings... ‘te ees or ae ae mee wee va. 
Working Expenses eae ss Ste we ee ree vhs 
Interest on ee invested... eee ae ee ae 
Loss aoe vee eee ae ae Bic coe 
Tram Miles ee bas os oe bes 3,245,962 ~ 2,978,619 


ASHFIELD TO MORTLAKE AND CABARITA—ELECTRIC, 
Length, 8 miles 38 chains. 
Length of single track, 15 miles 9 chains, 


Total Cost of Construction and ora oe ec wes 
Gross Earnings ... Ra eee Sy by. 7 nee cee 
Working Expenses eee ore ote ate Sc SS | 
Interest on Capital inv ested ene vee vee wae Ha Sar oe 
Loss “es § ee ere ic see vee oe — foal 
Tram Miles ae gos ase ee as ... 495,452 478,991 

ARNCLIFFE TO BEXLEY—STEAM, 

Length, 2 miles 50 chains. 

Length of single track, 2 miles 50 chains. 
Total Cost of Construction and Equipment... ae abe vee Fe 
Gross Earnings ... vee ves eo va Acs ves ies | 
Working Expenses 5 vee 
Interest on Capital iny ested - 
Loss 7 |) ae ude au = At ue a) 
Tram Miles a bs, ALE as Sis 49,317 49,377 


KOGARAH TO SANS SOUCI—STEAM, 


Length, 5 miles 45 chains. 
Length of single track, 6 miles 79 chains. 
Total Cost of Construction and Equipment... ate eas oss ee 
Gross Earnings ... ome as oes Bees a asa : te 
Working Expenses eee ae ere eae ats aoe @oe ore 
Interest on aan invested... uae we po was . 
Loss ° ore ore ere eee ooe ese - 8 a8 one en 
Tram Miles os ee ie “ ase ,.. 114,699 99,518 


YEAR ENDED 30TH JuNE— 


Ee ee 


1923, 1922. 
£ £ 
7,116,222 | 6,858,972 
9,945,634 | 2.933,236 
9,380,485 | 2,314,185 
357,949 339,966 
207,200 284,085 
{ 
995,434 929,819 
292,488 282,976 
252,670 261,618 
49,858 43,428 
10,040 22°70 
219,037 912,941 
62,366 61,808 
64,867 58,972 
11,161 10,690 
13,662 7,854 
29962 22,963 
5,827 6,198 
10,122 8,207 
1,185 1,158 
5,480 3,167 
30,858 30,768 
18,362 17,376 
27,670 24,785 
1,589 1,552 
10,897 8,961 
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APPENDIX XXV—continued. 


ec ee na SASS ER A AA ESSN CALA A A SR RCE SEES ETS SETS AUR SS SSE AE TO A TS SE ES 


NEWCASTLE CITY AND SUBURBAN—STEAM. 
Length, 34 miles 7 chains. 
Length of single track, 44 miles 54 chains. 
1923. 1922. 

Total Cost of Construction and cele: 
Gross Earnings 
Working Expenses : 
Interest on yee invested 
Loss 
Tram Miles” 


"., 959,116 1,005,075 


BROKEN HILL—STEAM. 
Length, 10 miles 4 chains. 
Length of single track, 11 miles 35 chains. 


Total Cost of Construction and Equipment 
Gross Earnings 


Working Expenses : 6 bo ae 
Interest on Corea invested... one ee 
Loss as 


" 127,796 ~~ 113,918 


PARRAMATTA TO NORTHMEAD (WOOLLEN MILLS)—STEAM. 


Length, 2 miles 10 chains. 

Length of single track, 2 miles 10 chains, 
Total Cost of Construction and Hequipment 
Gross Harnings 
Working Expenses : 
Tnterest on as invested 
Loss : ‘ 
Tram Miles 


Tram Ailes 


70,723 97,309 


MANLY TO NARRABEEN—ELECTRIC, 


MANLY TO THE SPIT—ELECTRIC. 
Length, 10 miles 58 chains. 
Length of single track, 15 miles 38 chains. 
Total Cost of Construction and Equipment oe 
Gross Earnings 
Working Expenses 
Interest on ag invested 
Loss of. er 


Tram Miles 484, 6 25 


EAST TO WEST MAITLAND—STEAM. 


Length, 4 miles 5 chaans. 
Length of single track, 4 miles 5 chains. 
Total Cost of Construction and Equipment 
Gross Earnings : 
Working Expenses : 
Interest on ay Invested 


Loss ae Hie a ote e ea SY a ase 
Tram Miles | one a eae wale fei ote OU, 80,245 
SUTHERLAND TO CRONULLA—STEAM. 

Length, 7 males 32 chains. 

Length of sinale track, 7 miles 32 chains, 

Total Cost a Construction and ‘Equipment are 

Gross Earnings dies ne att 

Working Expenses Be 

Interest on ee invested 

Loss . ove eee eee cee 
Tram Miles _ . 107,053 104,547 


ROCKDALE RAILWAY STATION TO BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS— 
ELECTRIC. 
Length, 1 mile 20 chains. 
Length of single track, 1 mile 20 chains. 
Total Cost of Construction and, Equipment 
Gross Earnings iD ‘i ie 
Working Expenses ; 
Interest on Capital invested 
Gain ce 
Tram Miles 


T4,888 53,738 


"472,456. 


YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE. 


1923. 


£ 


1,037,685 
145,168 
220,759 

49,729 
125,320 


92,550 
14,946 
25,305 

4,764 
15,123 


23,345 
10,285 
14,798 
1,652 
6,165 


325,150 
66,611 
55,513 
16,662 

5,564 


35,215 
8,060 
9,571 
1at7 
3,328 


52,255 
19,543 
24,167 
2,696 
7,320 


24,318 
8,824 
6,379 
1,212 
1,233 


1922. 


z 
888,729 
177,404 
208,894 
49,953 
73,743 


92,324 
13,476 
25,930 

4,648 
17,102 


40,451 
14,358 
16,233 
2,044 
3,919 


319,622 
63,840 
60,883 
16,089 
13,132 


35,318 
7,817 
9,345 
1,783 
3,311 


52,083 
19,738 
21,536 
2,624 
4,429 


21,749 
7,608 
5,028 
1,093 
1,487 
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APPENDIX XXVI, 


Return showing the Number of City and Suburban Passenger Fares collected, 
Tram Mileage, Earnings, Working Expenses, Percentage of Working Cost to 
Harnings, Capital Spent on lines open, and Interest on Capital Invested for 
each year from 1879 to 1928 inclusive. 


CITY AND SUBURBAN LINES, SYDNEY. 


| enn | | Percentage | tes fe 

| umber ‘ : apita age 0 

Year. aie of Passenger Tram | Total Working “4 eon | igen) Working Net epent Profit 
Line Biker, mileage. | Earnings. | Expenses. Mile. ("Tram Mile. Ay sta Harnings. oe Stak 
| RKarnings. invested 

Miles. | & £ d. | d. £ £ 
FR7 9S. Severs: 1} 443,341 13,270 4,416 2,278 79°87 41°19 51°59 2,138 22,269 | 33:00 
3st 0) neraane 4 2,086,897 84,074 18,980 13,444 54°18 38°38 70°83 5,536 60,218 | 12°34 
1881 “era 93 7,090,125 296,906 62,549 52,107 50°56 42°12 83°31 | 10,442 | 169,450 6.16 
LAS cnate weer ae 15,269,100 670,649 | 126,202 | 103,186 45°16 36°91 81°72 | 23,066 | 412,561 6°80 
1883 ........0.| 25 | 25,684,285 | 1,076,096 | 190,699 | 178,877 42°53 39°89 93°80 | 11,822 | 544,105 2°22 
EBSS cceszcessse: 27% | 30,202,303 | 1,242,491,; 219,942 | 215,167 42°48 41°56 97°83 4,775 | 643,111 0°76 
1885 .....0......, 27% |f39,594,753 | 1,220,500 | 223,340 | 207,995 43°91 40°90 93:13 | 15,345 | 708,109 217 
1886 ..... Rsaretes 27% | 52,977,578 | 1,222,943 | 226,867 | 201,737 44°42 39°59 89°12 | 24,630 | 742,113 3°37 
TSS Ceoresases 293 | 50,108,256 | 1,220,026 | 214,125 | 201,468 42°12 39°63 9408 | 12,657 | 731,582 1:76 
FESS iecscsces: 29% | 51,563,197 | 1,246,543 | 221,060 | 204,227 42°56 39°32 92°38 | 16,833 | 742,555 2°22 
1889 ... «| 29% | 52,810,026 | 1,338,386 | 225,833 | 206,092 40°49 36°95 91:25 | 19,741 | 771,255 2°56 
1890 . ae 303 | 57,463,650 | 1,474,646 | 249,508 | 207,517 40°60 36°46 83:17 | 41,991 | 790,555 5°31 
ESSE ca. ro 333 | 62,676,636 | 1,553,048 | 270,365 | 221,505 41°78 34°23 81°92 | 48,860 | 857,455 5.74 
MO ke radt en wane 37 65,299,063 | 1,613,443 | 279,321 | 229,145 41°55 34°09 82°04 | 50,176 | 932,907 5°54 
ES IScs.csce: wee 38 63,588,885 | 1,681,232 | 271,041 | 214,824 38°69 30°67 79°26 | 56,217 | 947,775 5:94 
BOOS, oe eee: 404 | 58,773,094 | 1,737,846 | 250,809 | 206,554 34°64 28°53 82°35 | 44,255 | 954,035 4°64 
1895 . < 404 | 54,173,917 | 1,740,235 | 230,583 | 186,081 31°80 25°66 80°70 | 44,502 | 962,037 4°62 
ASQGC ecisccines 404 | 53,317,979 | 1,845,626 | 227,525 | 187,811 29°59 24°42 82°54 | 39,714 | 961,778 4:13 
1897 ............| 404 | 55,859,740 | 2,121,017 | 238,028 | 195,142 26°93 22°08 81:98 | 42,881 | 968,925 A 42 
MS OSes a. vanes ....| 40% | 56,319,743 | 2,198,351 | 239,858 | 201,904 26:18 22°04 84°18 | 37,954 | 973,419 3°90 
OO Orie casts so 405 64,568,902 2,329,751 | 262,045 | 220,198 26°99 22°68 84°03 | 41,852 | 977,107 4°28 
0. 0 
Passengers. ; 

1900 ............} 438% | 58,470,533 | 3,106,185 | 315,930 | 268,504 24°41 20°75 84:99 | 47,426 |1,838,006 406 
1901 ............| 48 | 74,665,744 | 5,208,510 | 488,668 | 366,018 20°21 16°86 83°44 | 72,650 |1,535,958 477 
ROOD cea Mac - OS 84,654,971 | 7,203,600 | 495,588 | 429,093 16°51 14°30 86°59 | 66,445 (2,059,515 3°34 
co 664 |102,837,118 |11,115,765 | 593,306 | 511,878 | 12°81 | 11:05 | 86-28 | 81,428 [2,442,791 | 3°37 
TOOD  vnccrecves 66¢ |108,559,785 |13,280,587 | 633,477 | 521,896 11°45 9°43 82°39 | 111,581 |2,507,540 445 
1905 .....0..s00| 784 |120,973,934 |14,413,273 | 697,971 | 583,360 11°62 O71 83°58 | 114,611 |2,931,583 3°91 
1906 ... ..-| 732 '125,756,680 |14,246,845 | 730,508 | 552,723 12°31 9°31 75°66 | 177,785 |2,966,704 5°99 
1907 sesoss.| ZOz [134,088,696 |14,516,536 | 777,140 | 607,381 12°85 10°04 78°16 | 169,759 |2,968,560 572 
FOOSE cccaees ...| 78 (148,729,916 |15,329,695 | 865,632 | 687,843 13°55 10°77 79°46 | 177,789 |2,988,931 5°99 
NOOSE raves oa 883 |161,289,058 |16,411,533 | 941,612 | 732,080 13°77 10°71 17°75 | 209,582 |3,401,667 664 
EDLOW «-s00 melas 942 |173,897,034 |17,743,868 |1,018,836 | 831,299 Borie! 11:24 8159 | 187,537 |3,881,392 5°05 
POE ery ecee «case 974 |197,871,083 |19,107,419 |1,161,184 | 946,671 14°59 TES9 81°53 | 214,513 |4,029,389 5°48 
1912 ............, 98 '227,668,638 |20,293,800 |1,329,862 |1,083,483 15°73 12°82 81°47 | 246,379 |4,379,866 5°90 
1918 .... ..| 104% |248,720,735 |22,338,080 |1,458,088 |1,284,674 | ~ 15°66 13°80 88:11 | 173,414 15,233,774 3°63 
OVA ass 1053 |260,696,726 |23,685,660 |1,603,532 |1,349,428 16 25 13°67 84°15 | 254,104 |5,966,961 4°49 
1915 .....0......| L104 |240,545,317 (22,242,010 |1,651,585 |1,801,986 17°82 14°05 78°83 | 349,599 |6,176,905 577 
DOUG ces ecicstoas 1114 /242,686,337 |21,937,619 (1,656,585 |1,301,531 18°12 14°24 78°57 | 355,054 |6,332,434 5°67 
1917 seoee| 1124 [244,712,191 [20,884,254 (1,665,663 |1,376,993 | 19°14 | 15°82] 82-67 | 288,670 16,390,688 | 4-54 
aes Sine eee 112$ |212,372,470 |17,650,438 |1,643,604 |1,290,547 22°35 17°55 78°52 | 263,057 |6,445,501 651 
1919 ... .......| 113 [222,111,451 |20,094,167 11,832,911 |1,481,332 | 21°89 17°69 80°82 | 351,572 |6,478,340 5°48 
OZ ce cee sce 113 269,255,935 |21,811,695 |2,370,309 |1,990,070 26°08 21:90 83°£6 | 380,239 |6,501,865 5°86 
LICE: Geese aie 114% |277,687,033 |23,272,165 |2,831,072 |2,316,023 29°19 23°88 81°81 | 515,049 |6,624,821 7°86 
1922 ............| 1154 |271,384,691 |23,784,739 |2,938,236 |2,314,185 29°65 23°35 78°76 |624,051 |6,858,972 9°23 
DO 28 eeacuavs 115} |272,9388,712 |24,261,186 |2,945,634 |2,380,485 29°14, 23°55 80°82 | 565,149 |7,116,222 8:09 


* The line was opened for three and a half months only in 1879, and for part of this period was worked with horse-power. 
+ Up to the year 1885, 3d. cash fares and 2d. tickets were counted as single fares ; from 1886 to 1899, inclusive, all tickets issued were at 1d. values, 
and cash fares paid are in this Return calculated at same rate. 


APPENDIX XXVIII. 


TRAMWAY Rolling Stock, years ended 80th June, 1923 and 1922. 


Rese nso GOL SUI, 19287, csscarservosceeeesvesstenesess Gianiekete Raiatadees 


Stock on 30th June, 1922 .............0065 


Oren a we oe 


Coon ee oe 


Electric. Service 
Steam Steam 
: r and other} Total. 
ghors: Cars. eon Trailers, | Vehicles. 
26 74, 1,240 2 113 1,555 
26 74 1,361 2 113 1,576 


Fourteen cars of the ““P” type were constructed in the Randwick Workshops; 34 8-wheeled motor-cars and 1 4-wheeled motor-car were 


transferred to the duplicate stock, and 23 4-wheeled motor-cars on the duplicate stock were condemned. 
In addition to the above vehicles, there are 68 steam-tmotors, 121 steam-cars, 76 electric motor-cars, and 


still ip service, have been written off Capital Account to Working Expenses and transferred to the duplicate stock. 


2 service vehicles which, although 
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APPENDIX .XXVIIL 


SraremeN? showing the dates of opening and length of line of the various sections of the Now South 


Wales Tramways, to 30th June, 1928, 


Se a Sa a EE DOE Sy I SPE I SEE IE IRIE SE I AL EES CL EE LES, 


| Lines Open for Traffic. 


15 Sept., 


14 Sept., 
143), 
19 Mar. 
25 Jan., 


8 Sept., 


5 April, 


3 Aug., 


2 April, 


14 May, 


12 Mar., 


13 April, 


4 June, 
20 Oct., 
24 May, 
28 Sept., 
19 Feb., 
22 May, 


4 June, 


15 Sept., 
3 June, 


30 Sept., 


5 Aug,, 
te 


9 
15 
12 Dee 


2 May, 


24 Oct., 
24 Nov.; 
14 Sept., 
28 Jan., 


10 April, 


14 Nov., 
8 Aug,, 


1882 | 
1879 | 


1882 
1902 


1908 


1880 


1880 
1881 
1883 


1906 
1909 
1912 
1913 
1916 


1881 
1881 
1887 
1890 
1884 
1887 
1894 
PO 


1887 


1881 
1909 
1911 


1882 
1882 
1882 
1882 
1896 


BRIDGE-STREET TO TERMINUS-STREET (FORMERLY 


| Cricket Ground Loop =e ane 


| FOREST LODGE TO ANNANDALE, BALMAIN, 


RAILWAY), via ELIZABETH-STREET, EDDY- 
AVENUE, AND PITT-STREET. 


Bridge-street to Hunter-street ... a 5 


Pitt-street and Eddy-avenue Junction to Terminus- street 


Hay-street to Pitt-street and Eddy-avenue Junction (via Eliza- 


beth-street and Eddy-avenue) De aes 
Rawson Place from Eddy-avenue to George- street rs ‘an 


RANDWICK, COOGEE, AND LITTLE COOGEE, 


Liverpool-street Junction to Darlinghurst Junction... 
Darlinghurst Junction to Randwick Racecourse 
Randwick Racecourse to High-street 
High-street to Coogee... See St 


Sports Ground Loop 
Connection from Waverley Line to Park- road, ' via Green’s- road 


Darley-road to Carrington-road . Pe a was ~ 
Carrington-road to Little Coogee ry: kes 
| Extension to Military Hospital, Randwick oe te 


WAVERLEY, BONDI, AND BRONTE, 


Darlinghurst Junction to Ocean-street .., Rae One 
Ocean- ate eet to Waverley old Terminus . aan 
Waverley old Terminus to Macpherson- str ect Ji unction ik 


Macpherson-street Junction to Waverley Cemetery... 
Bondi Junction to Fletcher-street : 
Fletcher-street to Bondi Aquarium Junction 
Bondi Aquarium Junction to Bondi Beach 
Waverley Cemetery to Bronte ... ove ee . 


WAVERLEY TO RANDWICK. 


Macpherson-street Junction to Allison-road Junction ... te2 


OXFORD-STREET TO DACEY-AVENUE, via CROWN- 
STREET AND BAPTIST-STREKT. 


Oxford-street to Cleveland-street.. ave 
Cleveland-street to Phillip-street, via Baptist-street 
Baptist-street to Dowling-street . 


ece eee eve 


RAILWAY STATION TO GLEBE AND FOREST LODGE. 


Kast side Terminus-street to Forest Lodge Junction ... 
Forest Lodge Junction to St. John’s read 5 

St. John’s road to Pyrmont Bridge road (For est Tce) 
Glebe Junction to Glebe Point (old Aedes ; 
Glebe Point old Terminus to Leichhardt-street . Get me 


BIRCHGROVE. 


2 Forest Lodge, Pyrmont Bridge road to Barnes-street Junction, 


and Evans-street to Merton-street. 


2 | Merton-street to Gladstone Park (Balmain) 


Gladstone Park to Nicholson-street (Balmain) . 
Nicholson street to Darling-street Wharf (Balmain) 


| Annandale (Booth-street).. 


Lilyfield (Johnson-street to ‘Piper street) 
Union-street (Pyrmont) to Evans-street, Balmain 
Darling-street, Balmain, to Wharf-road, Snail’s Bay 


Elentercireet to Hay-street ree nisi = 


AND || 


isi Oo OS GS 


5 Length — 
| Street Miles.| of Single 
Track. 
| 
em. te, See: mn, 4, Gee 
10) SO sO 0 38.50 
079 O 178 0 
0 lyoa0 0 34 0 
0°38 M0 056 O 
| 0.8 = 0 8 0 
Biiewe ) os 
| 0 42°75 1 5 50 
2 Dave At a) 
iL 226 2) 4h ae) 
| 1 37 50 9 5 ea 
| 0 24580 0 48220 
0 340 2255 1 0 'g0) 
0 222 0 0 44 0 
Lai aD 2.74 
1 * Jee 2 sti Sa) 
| “0 14 0 22120 
8 76 20 17 365 480 
1 Ay Bad 
ieee 16) 2 50 2 
0 2 a0 QO 24 
Q°AS BO) 118 
1-12 54) Deore 
(8 Wiey re 3° 0 49 5 
0 45 1 10 
049 0O Lats 
6 2omBD 1347 a0 
1-13 0 13 i 
0 66 0} 1°52 40 
0 31 50 | ORGS aaO 
0 39 0 | 078 0 
1 56 50 yo 
0 48 87 se a ee FS 
io SLD 0 63 50 
ez us) 0 50 50 
0 77 60 2475 20 
QO F429 0 8 38 
2 27 66 ADD T32 
il ae: a) 3 0 
18 0| oe 
048 0O 1216 
0 P87 = 20 (O-e7 
048 20 1756 
0 46 25 1-11-75 
1 39 75 219-150 
049 O LH Sew 
6 46 01 13 4 9K 


29 Dec, 1902 
13 June, 1910 
7 Sept., 1914 
2 Oct., 1882 
31 Dec, 1881 
14 Aug, 1889 
25 Jan., 1909 
woNev,  19T9 
iD Mar. - 1913 ° 
21 June, 1913 
ti dan. 1915 
28 Sept., 1914 
4 July, 1921 
18 June, 1883 
1 May, 1884 
10 Dec., 1887 
14 Oct., 1890 
1 Aug., 1893 
6 May, 1912 
Zo Dec. 1912 
25 Jan., 1909 
24 Dec., 1891 
6 Aug. 1900 
tian, 1917 
17 May, 1882 
7 April, 1906 
20 Nov., 1906 
2 Mar., 1913 
po Mar.., 1913 
Il Aug., 1902 
22 Dee., 1902 
28 Aug., 1908 
1 Mar., 1909 
22 Mar., 1913 
22 Jan., 1902 
9 Aug. 1915 
17 April, 1916 
18 Aug., 1918 
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APPENDIX. XX VII Il—continued. 


DRUMMOYNE AND RYDE. 


Darling-street Junction to Parramatta River (Drummoyne) 
Drummoyne to Hatton’s Flat (Ryde) 
Ryde to Ryde Railway Station ... 


NEWTOWN TO DULWICH HILL, UNDERCLIFFE, 
SUMMER HILL, HURLSTONE PARK, PETERSHAM, 


AND CANTERBURY. 


City-road (late Newtown-road) Junction to Newtown Bridge ... 


Newtown Bridge to Marrickville (Illawarra-road) 
Marrickville to Dulwich Hill : ae 
Addison-road , 

Marrickville to Uniderelitfs -. 

Livingstone road to Petersham Sisgon’ 
Dulwich Hill to Hurlstone Park 

Hurlstone Park to Summer Hill.. é 
Petersnam Station to Norton- Etreot, Laiebhard’ 
Hurlstone Park to Canterbury Station bce 


FOREST LODGE JUNCTION TO LEICHHARDT, 
BALMAIN, FIVE DOCK, AND ABBOTSFORD. 


Forest Lodge Junction to Johnson-street 
Johnson-street to Short-street 
Short-street to Leichhardt Terminus 
Marion-street Junction to Five Dock 
Five Dock to Abbotsford.. 

Leichhardt to Balmain (st Section) 


” ” ” (2nd Section) 


ERSKINEVILLE. 
George-street, Sydney, to Erskineville Station ... 
NEWTOWN BRIDGE TO COOK’S RI VER, AND 


MARRICKVILLE TO COOK’S RIVER. 


Newtown Bridge to St. Peters 
St. Peters to Cook’s River 
Victoria-road, Marrickville, to King- str ae St. ED atorsic 


ZETLAND JUNCTION TO BOTANY. 


Zetland Junction to Botany Terminus 

Lord’s-road Junction to Ascot Racecourse 

Extension of Ascot Racecourse Line afr 
Cleveland-street to Redfern-street, via Regent- area ots 
Castlereagh-street to Elizabeth- street, va Redfern. street 


BOTANY CEMETERY. 


Botany Terminus Junction (Springvale) to Yarra Junction 


ZETLAND AND DOWLING-STREET CAR SHED. 


Foveaux-street Junction to Bourke-street, Waterloo 
Zetland Terminus to Dacey-avenue, via Dowling-street 
Zetland Terminus to Botany Line, via Bourke-street ... 
Baptist-street to Elizabeth-street, via Phillip-street 


MITCHELL-ROAD. 

Raglan-street (Botany Line) to St. Peters Railway Bridge 
WOOLLOOMOOLOO, 

College-street Junction to Woolloomcoloo Bay ... 


Extension, i coResmaneion: to McQuade’s Point.. ae i 


Further extension to No. 2 Shed on No. 1 Wharf 


Lines Open for Traffic. 
Length 
Street Miles.| of Single 
Track 
Whe God lL m. Clee 
212 0 4-4 0 
gol 5-4 80 
feos 0 125 9 
ioe .O 10 33 50 
1 20 254 0 
t 699 0 3 58 O 
O 74 75 1 69 50 
Ze Ga. © 4 0 0 
1 8s) Oho 226 0 
0 30 50 061 O 
0 70 50 tT 61. 0 
1 40 0 F400 
0 60 0 Foe seb0 
O 712.0 162. 0 
Il 61:75 ak 30m 0) 
some) 266 O 
BU) yer 8, 
G 38 70 0 77 40 
2 39 0 4 78 Q 
1 30 50 ae Ole GF 
OL 3de- 0 Oy (oad 
0 61 50 143 0 
8 3 20 16 6 40 
214 O * GIP 0 
OG63a "0 146 0 
L #6 0 3 70 0 
0 66 O Teo O. 
3 45 0 f - SO 
6G 46 75 13 15 56 
Clie 90 @ 33 80 
0 22 10 0 44 20 
Cea. 0) 0 40 0 
Ctra © Or 22) 0 
C386 7m | Gl4 797750" 
2 46 50 2 46 50 
145720 310 0 
0 63 50 Pe 0250 
0-20, 0 0 20. 0 
O- 2oF4 O71 20 5G 0 
2 73 50 5 . 0°50 
E3450 #68 0 
0 42 O 1 {47 Q 
O 22 7H | 7 0 45-50 
015 O @ 15: O: 
“079 75 | 1 64 50 


*12455—F 
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APPENDIX XXVIII—continued. 


ee pin for Traffic. 


Length 
Street Miles. of Single 
ba | Track. _ 
HENDERSON-ROAD. 
mc, ou Ti, ag0 ae 
25 Mar., 1907 | Mitchell-road to Erskineville-road ef ee ine HD SS Rea es 0 31 75 
3 May, 1909 | Erskineville-road to Railway Station ... ae Ae hee OO. ae. 16 


REDFERN TO MOORE PARK | | 


25 Aug., 1891 | Castlereagh-street to Junction with Randwick Line to 
25. 4, 1891 | Cricket Ground Loop oe Des a es a vee 0802 20 

2 Oct., 1909 | Castlereagh-street to City-road ... ae) Oa 
15 Dec., 1909 | Regent- street connection (Cleveland to Meagher ‘streets) 0 10 


CLEVELAND-STREET TO LITTLE BAY. — 


12 Sept., 1900 | Cleveland-street to Kensington Racecourse 
22 Oct., 1900 | Kensington Racecourse to Rifle Range ... 
26 Dec., 1900 | Bunnerong-road to Randwick Racecar se 


1 
ik 
19, ee el SOLA “Rifle Range Junction to Little Bay aa a é 65 
0 
1 


oe 
= Lo 
te) | 


30 Sept., 1907 | Cleveland- ‘street to Ascot-street (third road i in Moore Par k) 
6 Nov., 1907 | Dacey-avenue (Randwick-road to Dowling-street) 
21 Mar., 1921 | Maroubra Junction to Maroubra Bay ae 


| secon rK bo to 
aT Ol 
oo 

oe} (ee) ce) es 


10 4% 18 41 50 

LA PEROUSKE. ere 

11 Aug., 1902 | Little Bay to La Perouse .. Ms ee my ts ies es)”, 2 tia 
31 Jan., 1916 | Extension to Coast Hospital (Flowers’ loop) at ae 7.2) 2041300 0.27 0 
Laid 2 2 30 0 


GEORGESTREET AND PYRMONT. aes 


8 Sept., 1899 | Circular Quay to John-street (Pyrmont)... 3 
27 Mar., 1911 | Quay-st. Junction to Harris-st., via Quay-st. dnd Ultino-rd. 0 24 
4 Sept., 1922 | York-street Loop (from Druitt and Geor ze Streets to Market and 
George Streets via York-street sts ve he 


MILLER’S POINT. i 
19 Aug., 1901 | Fire Station (Circular Quay) to Miller’s Point ... a ieee ane 17°25 550 


DACEY VILLE, 
17 Jan, 1910 | Botany-road to Rosebery Park Racecourse +r woe Doe 1 64 0 
16 Nov., 1910 | Rosebery Park Racecourse Extension ... fe cael’ cide fete) aD 040 0 
18 Aug., 1913 | Bunnerong-road to Rosebery Park Racecourse 0 66 50 153 0 


EXTENSION FROM BRIDGE AND PHILLIP STREETS 
| TO CIRCULAR QUAY. 


22 Dec. 1902 | From and to Phillip and Bridge Streets Junction, vid Sree 
Young, Circular Quay, and ‘Phillip Streets ... sa p23] OFZ) 80 0 25-0 


| 
PITT AND CASTLEREAGH STREETS, AND CENTRAL 
RAILWAY STATION. 
18 Dee, 1901 | Castlereagh and Hay Streets to Pitt and Hay Streets ite 


| Castlereagh- street, Circular Quay, and Pitt-street) .. ..| 2 49 50 2 49 50 
1 Mar., 1902 Balloon Loop, Circular Quay to Fort Macquarie 030 0 0 60 0 
4 Aug, 1906 Pitt and Hay Streets to Castlereagh and tir Streets (ia 

| Central Station) =e 0 35 50 0 35 50 


| 335 0! 365 O 
BELLEVUE HILL. se Oo Pi a 


1 Feb., 1909 | Elizabeth-street to Bellevue Hill.. = Sa @oeo7 -O 7 34 0 
26 Feb., 1909 | Bellevue Hill Line to Waverley Line, via Ocean-street sigeod4 0 028 0 
21 Dec., 1914 | Bellevue Hill to Bondi Beach _... ee ae ost eed 25 268 0 


| | 5 26 251 1050 0 
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APPENDIX XX VIII[—continued. 


NS 


Lines Open for Traffic. 


12 April, 


9 Sept., 


27 Feb., 


4 Oct., 
10 Sept., 


11 May, 
.18 Jan., 


1905 
1906 
1906 
1906 


1901 
1916 


1911 


1894 
19tt 


"1898 


1900 


1903 
1909 


22 May, 1886 
22 Sept., 1909 
22 May, 1886 
17 July, 1893 
25 April, 1898 
20 Sept., 1893 

PMar,- 1897 
27 Oct.; 1900 
24 July, 1908 
17 May, 1909 
27 Sept., 1909 
22 May, 1886 
27 Sept., 1909 

7 Feb., 1914 
21 Mar., 1914 

2 Oct, 1916 
or oct., L917 
13 Aug., 1919 
29 May, 1922 
24 Feb. 1900 
22 Mar., 1909 
18 Dee, 1911 
25 June, 1900 

7 June, 1914 
12 June, 1911 


_Dover-road to Watson’s Bay Signal Station 


CONNECTING LINES—LIVERPOOL, ELIZABETH, 
CASTLEREAGH, AND PITT STREETS. 

Elizabeth-street into Castlereagh-street, via Hay-street.. F 
Connecting line—Elizabeth and Pitt Streets, via Bathurst- street 
Connecting line—Liverpool-street to Castler eagh-street, via) 

Liverpool- street, 
Double Junction, 

Railway) 
Castlereagh-street to Gipps str eet, via Hay-str eet 
Bent-street to Pitt-street, via Spri ing-street 


Liverpool street into Elizabeth-street iis 


ead Pittstreet 


CAMPBELL-STREET LINE. 
Castlereagh-street to Flinders-street ... oh wee 


Erskine-street to Ocean-street 


OCEAN-STREET. | 
. | 
Foot of Erskine-street to Day-street | 


ROSE BAY. 


Ocean-street to Rose Bay Wharf 
Rose Bay Wharf to Dover-road ... 


SOUTH HEAD. 


Signal Station to Watson’s Bay Wharf ... 


NORTH SYDNEY. | 
Milson’s Point to Junction and Blue streets... 
Junction and. Blue Streets to Miller Street ve Walker and 
Mount Streets) 
Mount and Miller streets to Ridge- street 
Ridge-street to Lane Cove Road .. . 
Lane Cove Road to Willoughby .. 
Falcon-street Junction to Spit- road Junction 
Spit-road Junction to Mosman ... 
Military-road (Spit-road Junction) to The Spit . cag 
Willoughby to Chatswood.. “0 oie 
Falcon-street Junction to Suspension Bridge 
McMahon’s Point to Blue and Miller Streets 
Blue-street to Mount-street (via Miller-street) . 
Mount and Miller Streets to Crow’s Nest (via Lane Cove @ Rond) 
Suspension Bridge to Northbridge (Section Lies a 
3 (Section 2) . 
Taronga Park (Avenue-road to New Zoological Gardens) 
re », (New Zoological Gardens to 7 Whar ‘Sars 
Raglan-street Junction to George’ s Heights Military Hospital... 
Gordon-street and Military-road to Balmoral Beach ake 


GORE HILL AND BURNS BAY ROAD. 


Lane Cove Junction to Gore Hill 
Gore Hill to Burns Bay Road 


CREMORNE LINE. 
Spofforth-street Junction to Cremorne ... 


NEUTRAL BAY. 
Neutral Bay Junction to Neutral Bay ... se we aes 


ROCKDALE RAILWAY STATION— 
BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS. 


Rockdale Station to Brighton-le-sands ... 


Street Miles. 


na | 
Suc 


HMOoOSoDooOooCoCOSoOHHEpPNwmWoOSCS os 
=T 
SS 


— 
=~] 
1 
ide) 
ite) 
reg 


reg 
~T 


j 
—— 


CRONULLA BEACH. 
Sutherland Railway Station to Cronulla nay “ee 


Length of 
Single 
Track. 


=) 
CO Ole 
bo 
CoG Cy tae 


bo Ot 


beet Coc _ 


oe 


| 
lor) 
Hq 
[ji 
ac 


oo 
ito) 
=I bo 


bo 
pat 
Or 


ler) 
=) 
Or 


NrOFCOFrCOrFrFOWNF MAF OO 
wIaANnoqneaooocooocococo Can) 


9 0 


3 Sept., 
15, 
1 6 bP) 
31 July, 


10 Sept., 
24 Dec., 


13 Oct., 


18 Dec, 


8 Feb., 
10 May, 


1891 
1893 
1901 
1907 


1887 
1908 


1909 


1903 


1910 


1911 
1912 
1913 


1902 
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APPENDIX XXVIII—continued. 


ASHFIELD TO MORTLAKE AND CABARITA PARK. 
Liverpool-road to Enfield .. 

Ashfield Station to Liv expool-road 

Enfield to Mortlake ; 

Burwood-road to Cabarita Park . 


SANS SOUCTI. 


Kogarah to Sans Souci 
Kogarah Loop 


~ARNCLIFFE TO BEXLEY. 
Arncliffe Railway Station to Bexley 


THE SPIT TO MANLY, BROOKVALE & NARRABEEN 
Kast Esplanade, Manly, towards Pittwater 
Curl Curl to Brookvale us yes 
The Spit to Manly iy 
Brookvale to Collaroy Beach 
Collaroy Beach to Narrabeen 


PARRAMATTA TO NORTHMEAD (WOOLLEN MILLS). 
Parramatta Railway Station to Northmead (Woollen Mills) ... 


BROKEN HILL. 
Oxide-street to South-street 
Oxide street to Merton-street : 
South-street to Whittaker-street... 
Chapple-street to Kaolin-street ... 
Kaolin-street to Western Oval 
Oxide-street to Blende-street 
Beryl-street to Gossan-street : ee 
Patton-street to South Broken Hill Figsevdaite 


NEWCASTLE. 
Perkins-street to Plattsburg 
Perkins-street to Parnell-place 
Union-street to Merewether 
Hannell-street to Tighe’s Hill 
Belford-road to Glebe-road, Adamstown... 
Tighe’s Hill to Mayfield ... 


Darby and Hunter Streets Junction to Patrick- street, Mere. 
wether ... 

Mitchell-street to Wesouethes Bese WNowcaatla: 
Adamstown Junction to the Nowenctic Racecourse 
Plattsburg to West Wallsend 
Wallsend to Speers’ Point 
Hannell-street and Albert- nineete th Carrington, 
Wickham to Maryville 
Broadmeadow to Waratah 
Maryville to Steelworks ... 


MAITLAND. 


East Maitland to West Maitland 
Hannam-street to Campbell’s Hill 


TOTAL ... 


Sidings, Loops, and Cross-overs ... 


e e ° 
——_— 


Lines Open for Traffic. 
Length 
Street Miles.| of Single 
Track. 
mae. 4, mm, 0e.aly 
178 O 3°78. 0 
0: 12°50 QO loc 
5 O00 9 69 O 
OTH 725 1 6°25 
Ror eo 15 9 25 
Lae e8) 6.25 
O54 a0 0 54 
5 46 Olea 
2950. 0) 2560 0 
{ee GO De By il) 
29 Gs) 4 16 740 
ee a ie 8) 4 50 50 
3s 2 & Fie 
a7 oO 127 8 
10 58 0) 15 37760 
2-TO” O FAG’ OC 
Bey ea 4°38 25 
1 45 50 1 45 50 
2 Gil  6f o 
0 69 © 0 69. O 
0 39 50 0 39 50 
"0 75> 0 erase Wi, 
Hye 1G, 1 32 0 
GTS @ 0 75. 0 
10 425 | 11 35 25 
8 5 8| 14 32 78 
1.70 78 | 1 7eets 
1 77 85) 3 64 35 
Ty 28 707 lose 
0 76 94 1 51 94 
bbl St 1 2F 24 
} 3: 464 yeab-ae 
Est6e 0 1 56m20 
7 40 O { 40°90 
3 25750 3925250 
L 45 20 1 SS 7 
060 O 0 65 50 
DOs elaW) 3 39 80 
1 20. 0 1-200 
S408 30 44. 53 50 
3.47 .0 3 oie 
OSE 20 38 @ 
A @% 0 4D 
994 72 45 1362 47 82 


55 71 25 


ee an a se iS i/o NR ETRE A Se SEER SAR RS RAE A Ay 
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APPENDIX XXIX. 


STATEMENT showing the Capital Cost of the various sections of the Tramways on the 30th June, 1923. 


Lines opened for Traffic. 


MALIA VR ILE SOLOS Gera. doreteres car acs ca snove cot a he ame nenebeapcaicietlnecast 
Bridge-street to Circular CRUE rt re dine ret ance maa Semen eae E EES: 
Randwick, Coogee, and Little Coogee ........c01sn0cessaennocevenncduaervacs 
Waverley, Bondy ANd BLOM topes. tes. ccvsath «ct. sactionsaaeaienoana emai tees 
Klizabeth-street to Bellevue Hill and Bondi Beach ........... SAAN NG SaeE 
Wiss COnliawy Gor FNL WACK Peaee dete aee sc sicnincine és nsec teiejan acientcnmonattetnen teas en 
Oxford-street to Dacey-avenue, via Crown-street and Baptist-street.. 
Railway to Glebe and Forest Lodge seashisitass cvi(edesc as der aeeeemetser adie: 
Yorest Lodge to Balmain, Annandale, andy Binch@roviemanmeeiantertee- 
Glebe Junction to New! town, Dulwich Hill, Undereliffe, Summer} 


Hill, Hurlstone Park, Petersham, and Canterbury aur easspiesiemees 
Forest Lodge Junction to Leichhardt, Balmain, Five Dock, and 
Abbotsford 


eeP eer eee eee ee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee 


Balmain to Drummoyne and Ryde Railway Station wi... ese: 
Zetland Junction to Botany, Rosebery Park Racecourse, and 
Daceyville bagksads Beg C UCURO CRUG Ta CE SRE ECAS DOCU NORCAT Lationaehichon c DOnAC Ore Tone 


Newtown to St. Peters and Cook’s River, and Marrickville ‘to Cook’s| 


BRC GUR Aee oteR tela vss vel vc Menees hs Sencsennies saemaanetes Muanicanstas re dare soe 
(jeorge-street to Hrskineville Station 2.20.0... ccccs-sccnsssccsscorv serene vens 
Castlereagh-street to Flinders-street ......... Leisidecoteqroedsonpensdeaeg conta 
PveeonmepOn Moore! havlirn.scsniessetasan:coenvustne femal. csiienedteenergseraacne 
College-street to Woolloomooloo Bay and McQuade’s Point ............ 
Zetland Line and Dowling-street Car-shed ......:ccscssssceeeerevenee sen ees 
Pen Pr Te Cla SU ASCL CEG te catch AF oan tactanesnesqiusestovansarenstesur sah sesne 
Rose Bay, Dover Road, and Watson’s Bay ......ccscccorssscnsersstesennes 
RPC ORC CRUICHELATRIG SS ULCOUS aan sabiiene usecase wades sitsigcoieseshacfece sels Sit sete otv ats 
Kensington Line to Little Bay, Maroubra Bay, and Racecourse Loop 
eorve-strecet to Miler Se OIMte «csc cmsensasiensesawe criasasenarvoacsedvaneees 
Pitt and Castlereagh Streets and Central Station ..........ce.cseceee ee 
Botany Road to St. Peters | Bridge and Erskineville Station ............ 
Little Bay to La Perouse, Springvale, and Yarra Junction .%......... 
PNOnL eS VUNG VE LANGE etna Chety- scenes decwiasousensteismenwaessioet s\enies 
Parramatta to Northmead (Woollen Mills)................. Be eta haenat 
The Spit to Manly and Manly to Narrabeen ...... .....cceseveee ce eeeenenes 
siirveldi tom Mlorbla ke ands CADATULA i sess ccs censess es ceaeueeeteceeccnnsenaness 
Meweashle CiLy- and SUDUNDAIRE i cere essecen sa veessscereowsn snes Pada tates 
Ga blac Dani ocer trae coacttec ence et caso \oscctscincticai cievaealislelawabesesinbeaeea sas 
AUNCUIMOUOT DEX LOY ndyemia utente tlec vs seliveateraele auedinnsainnevess 
Kogarah to Sans Souci 


TOC cree cee eee ee eee eee ee ee ee 


Sutherland Railway-Station to Cronulla.............cesecccscnssenceeceeseeees 
PAU SUG s | CSAS earoWe Mae R een ee even cones te scticevmssuiwrales ave Geen aes 
Le erin LLL EWE Meee en vesteihee den scaaie ss cuss'ese) ists e vedcion sees bnasdessaiedesiene 
y Total mileage and cost ...... opkdbbc bhrcded nopbhaaauenamonat 
Piping HOC Kamer sere crnadte, thei C6 vetic ens Senctinccasens's serine 2; 069, 241) 
Ultimo and White Bay Power- houses, Sub-stations, and 
[laniticeny accene ees. Armaments Melee asontiesesesas oon ceuns ilosies 2,042,774 | 

Machinery AGA Mee aie a tle side ote ete c baickis Sis eibetinien wrlaivcelceaink’é ei 195,369 
BRIGIMCH EL OTIS emanst nc ekcteciracnsiesnacie-nianeomesaans clin sitatoieteasce 258,796 
Furniture ..... ER ose eente edt sae ual neene civevincinsasaanes 2,392 
PEOUCEA CV ATICEACCOUNE cs iccutescooreescsccatsacssensvectcuvence . | 287,000) 


Total and average cost, all charges ......ccc:scceseeeeeenes 


Length. Total Cost. Gade oan eae 
mech lk: £ | ab 
Gia 118,641 62,856 
0 2 0 5,795 18,544 
8 76 0 211,215 23,599 
6 23 85 195,693 31,072 
5 26 25 10.615, 5 | 22.637 
i Ise. 6 9,463 | 7,725 
1 56 50 58,116 | 34,061 
2 27 66 55,375 | 23,607 
6 46 0 207,067 | 31,493 
ll 61 75 241,948 20,553 
a 3 20 214,686 26,702 
Tan. Save 0) 82,957 | 11,684 
2 35 25 162,951 | 17,261 
3 45 0 180,107 > | 50,556 
Se 14 0 44,835 | 20,614 
0 53 0 27,694 41, 802 
2 20 50 45,881 24, 335 
0 79 75 19,190 19,250 
Pe Fis aay!) ae 613 37,590 
2 45 25 135,233 | 52,710 
See oe 0 74,255 14,740 
3 58 50 179,374 | 48,073 
17.0 LE9.7190 | 11,670 
0 52 75 14,935 | 22,650 
4 8 50 166,929 40,652 
2 1 7 32,597 16,122 
3 61 50 43,843 11,633 
23 0 69 685,569 29,809 
2 10 0 18,836 8, 864 
10 58 0 248,392 23,160 
8 37 75 125,017 14,757 
S4ea) E230 960,290 28,168 
dat.. C 31,478 ass 
2 50 0 18,490 7,044 
5 45 0 23,078 4,149 
Pa i 43,985 5,944 
20> 6G 16,688 13,350 
0 4 2. 70,609 7,024 
224 72 45 5,119,459 22,763 
eve Me 4,855,572 21,589 
924 72 45 9,975,031 | 44,352 


APPENDIX XXX. 


StaTEMENT showing Additions to Tramway Capital during the year ended 30th June, 1923. 


On existing lines :— 
Rolling-stock : wah 
Additions to Lines, Buildings, ke. 
Electrification of New castle. Tr ramways ... 
Less Credits 70.3. 


Tramway Construction— 


Expenditure on lines open prior to Ist July, 1922 


*12455—G 


Cr. 


££ s. d. & 
141,434 8 9 
277,685) (8. 8 
13,810 12. 8 


Aro oo LO aL 


Lif 20.--O' 30 486,* 


16,971 0 10 


8. 


d 
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APPENDIX XXX]. 


RECONCILIATION of the Railway and Tramway figures with the Treasury Statements as regards Revenue Receipts 
and Working Expenses for the financial year ended 30th June, 1923. 


EARNINGS—RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


Railway and Tramway receipts as per Treasury accounts 


Less— 


Outstandings—Sundry Debtors at 30th June, 


192?... ‘ 
Credits on deco of oe taken by ‘Treasury 


as Reyenue Receipts, but treated as. 


Working Expenses in Railway accounts ...| 
Repayments on account of Working Expenses 


previous years, taken by Treasury as credits’ 


to Revenue, but in Railway accounts to 


ve 


Working Expenses 
Rebates and Stine 


Railways. Tramways.) 
Amount taken in Treasury £ ol 
accounts |... 168,135 100 | 
Amount taken in Railway 
accounts 165,462 27 
Add— 
Outstandings—Sundry Debtors at 30th June, 
1923.,. vey : - ne 


As per the Commissioners’ Annual Report. ..| 


671,427 


——s 


407,571 


Railways. | Tramways. | Railways. | Tramways. Total. 
Aree £ z7 £ £ 
a eee 15,420,151 | 3,663,152 {19,083,303 
412,509 | 18,858 
115,046 | 65,110 
61,967 683 
| 
Cr. 2,673 Cr, 78 
| 586,849 | 84,578 
ee ee ee 14,833,302 | 3,578,574 |18,411,876 
the 388,031 | 19,540 
on na 15,221,333 | 3,598,114 (18,819,447 


WORKING EXPENSES—RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


Working Expenses as shown in Treasury accounts 


Less— 

Outstanding claims—Sundry Creditors at 30th 
June, 1922, included in Railway accounts 
in 1921-22 ... 

Credits on account of sales treated by ‘Treasury 
as Revenue Receipts iat 

Amount on account of services performed for 
private persons —Sundry Debtors not! 
credited at Treasury until actually paid ... 

Repayments taken by Tr ae to Consolidated 
Revenue Account . ae 

Repayments not credited at Tr easury until] 
July, 1923 . 

Wages, We., charged at ‘Treasury in 1929- 23,| 


not charged — in Railway NPT untill 
1923-24 


Add— 


Outstanding claims Binet! Creditors at 30th 
June, 1923 . : 


Wages, ke,, charged at ‘Treasury in 1993-24, 
ne in Railway accounts in 1922-23 


As per the Commissioners’ Annual Report... 


Railways. | Tramways. | Railways. | Tramways. Total. 
10,644,860 | 3,146,837 |13,791,697 
80,068 23,373 
115,046 | 65,110 
2,568 4,421 
765 | 89 
289 62 
224,338 109,074 | . 
423,074 202,129 625,203 
| 10,221,786 | 2,944,708 |13,166,494 
AS AED 57,295 
208,969 | 90,303 428,188 147,598 575,786 
10,649,974 | 3,092,306 {13,742,280 


[5 graphs ; 


2 maps. | 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALKS. 


RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


REPORT OF THE RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS FOR QUARTER 
ENDED 3lst DECEMBER, 1922. 


Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 6 September, 1923. 


Office of the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 

Sydney, 29th January, 1923, 

To Tue HonoraABLE THE MINISTER FoR RatLways,— 
Sir, 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 39 of the Government Railways Act, 1912, as 
amended by the Government Railways (Amendment) Act, 1916, we have the honor to submit, for the 
information of Parliament, our Report for the quarter ended 31st December, 1922, upon the subjects 
specified, viz. :— 

I.—StaTe or THE TRAFFIC. 


| 
| Quarter ended | Quarter ended 


RAILWAYS. | 31st December, | 31st December, Increase, Deerease. 
1922, 1921, 
Miles open-aigS--, ws 5,1683 5,080} Revd godbe 
1922, 1921. 
Revenue { ener Fs; vee oe } £4,123,299 | £4,005,182 | £118,117)... 
Expenditure Remon) |) £5,088, 087'|. £3,109,756 |. 4.5... £14,669 | 
Train miles run... ae fees a, 5,537,555 5,480,745 HE, SLO! pen tires. 
Earnings per trainmile ... ......{. 14s. 103d. 14s, 74d. sida Cae 
Expenditure per train mile &E ae BULA Ge tS fe es core 24d. 
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings... 74:89 BEET ane 2°58 
Number of passengers... eg te 31,070,902 30,261,085 SUSI) teense 
Tonnage of goods traffic ... See -. 1,072,847 Tpen0.o02 Pox vaveas 153,455 | 
Tonnage of coal and coke ... ae rsa 1,862,778 1,802,902 5OLS76- |) | sess 
Tonnage of other minerals... ae Spe 42,0495) 336,075 DOTA le Geers 
Tonnage of live stock traftic Le =i 225,101 142,832 S2.2697 | estas xs 


Quarter ended Quarter ended | 
TRAMWAYS. 3ist December, | 3lst December, Increase. Decrease. - 
1922, ; 1921. 

Miles open .., a oe oa Ae 2294 228} bo ie. Sar 
Revenue oe tap a ae ane £926,903 £920,715 UPL GS. jee: Pee see. 
Expenditure Sas ee oes “a £806,947 £795,258 LVEG8S. pa) Rees 
Tram milesrun _... ae iy ee 7,595,645 7,482,043 LOSS.) | Gira: 
Earnings per tram mile... Ae a 28. 54d. | Be OAd sees 4d 
Expenditure per tram mile gh a 2s. 14d. 1} nog ke gall Amn i ean OY i WT 
Percentage —Expenditure to earnings... 87:06 86°37 "69" oy | eakes 
Number of passengers carried te vp) 83,993,509 S£ 500,066.) oi edoes 506,857 


ee cE LL ET a : 
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RAILWAYS. 
IIl.—Generat ConxpITIon oF THE LINES AND ACCOMMODATION FOR THE TRAFFIC, 


The permanent way, bridges, buildings, wharves, and fences have been maintained in good order 
during the quarter. 


The work of relaying, re-sleepering, and re-ballasting the line has been proceeded with, but 
satisfactory progress has been retarded through ai insufficient supply of rails, 


Further progress has been made with duplication work between Bowenfels and Cox’s River, the 
excavations in the Marrangaroo Tunnel being nearly finished. The bridge over Cox’s River has been 
completed. Between Locksley and Bathurst duplication and deviation work has proceeded satisfactorily, 
the new road between Brewongle and Raglan being opened for traftic during the quarter. 


On the Illawarra line between Thirroul and Wollongong the excavation and foundations for over- 
bridge at 45 m, 44? ch, are about one-half finished. The new station buildings at Wollongong yard are 
approaching completion. The construction of a bridge at Minnamurra is yell in hand, 


The following duplication has been completed during the quarter :— 


22nd October, 1922—Brewongle—Raglan ee ae oh .. 4m. 02 ch, 


Work has continued in connection with the electrification of the railway line between Sydney and 
Bankstown and Hurstville and National Park, the footbridge at Rockdale has been completed, and 
temporary staging for the erection of a bridge over Cook’s River at Tempe is well in hand. 


Further progress has been made in developmental work at the State Coal Mine, Lithgow. The 
sinking of the sump at the downcast shaft has been completed, and the stone drive which will connect 
the sumps of both shafts and provide a water channel is two-thirds finished. In the upcast shaft the 
foundations for the permanent steel head-frame have been completed, and a new and larger winding rope 
has been brought into operation.. Work is proceeding on the underground drive in the taking down of 
top coal, and fixing the permanent heavy timbering. The building of the power-house and the erection 
of a 210 k.w. alternator is making good progress. The output of coal from the mine for the month of 
November was 16,820 tons. 


At the Terminal Grain Elevator, Whit. bay, the retaining wall and the temporary dust chamber 
have been completed. The sidings to the permanent track sheds and the erection of the power control 
station are practically finished. 


The crection of a new double-tier goods shed at Dar)ing Harbour has been completed. 


The work of constructing a tunnel for electrical transmission cables under Sydney Harbour from 
Longnose Point to Greenwich has continued. On the Longnose Point side 211 ft. 9in. of arching from 
cylinder to Longnose Point underlay, 310 ft. of arching in Longnose underlay, and 236 ft. of side walls 
have been completed. In Greenwich underlay 144 ft. of side walls, 54 ft. of arch, and 81 ft. of brackets 
have been finished. The arching of 18 ft. at the Greenwich side of cylinders has also been completed. 


The work of converting the existing tramway line from the Woollen Mills, Parramatta, to 
Baulkham Hills and Castle Hill to a railway has been completed, and will shortly be opened to trafic. 


Other important works to provide additional accommodation for the traffic have been proceeded 
with during the quarter. 


City AND SuBURBAN ELEcTRIC RAILWAY. 


During the quarter construction work on this railway has been proceeded with on the section froni 
Central Station to Eddy Avenue. Owing to the foundations for the Eddy Avenue bridge having disclosed 
faulty rock at a low level, extra construction in the form of shafts sunk to solid rock with connection 
arches, has been rendered necessary and this work is now in progress. Four of the six piers for this bridge 
have been completely excavated, and the remaining two will shortly be put in hand, The stone facing and 
concrete backing of the Belmore Park retaining wall are well advanced. ' 


The foundations for the retaining wall on the eastern side have been completely excavated and 
930 cubic yards of concrete placed up to the level of the base of the masonry-faced retaining wall. 


Good progress has been made with the work in connection with the construction of bridges at 
Hay-street and Campbell-street. The excavation for foundations of the retaining walls, Hay-street— 


Campbell-street, has been completed, and 857 cubic yards of concrete placed in the foundations of the 
main walls, 


The excavation work on the Liverpool-street Station site is almost completed. The construction of 
the double line tunnel at Liverpool-street to carry the Up and Down City Hast tracks is being pushed 
forward. 


Satisfactory progress, with efficient and economical results, continues to be made with the Bucyrus 
dragline excavator and steam nayvies in the excavation works for the Eastern Suburbs tracks by open cuts, 


RatiLway 
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{AILWAY CONSTRUCTION. 


The construction of new railway lines has proceeded as follows :— 


Miles, Chains. 
Macksyville to Raleigh oe sae 4h ads a nif 20 54 


Glenreagh to Dorrigo iF 44 20 
Regent’s Park to Cabramatta ae ae te wei oF 5 8 
Regent’s Park to Enfield Marshalling Yards Ses a a 3 0 
Sydenham to Botany 4 ina es Lae prt ae 6 16 
Gilmore to Batlow. ... ae Ais ee at a Af 22 0 
Barmedman to Rankin Springs wiht ays aS ae 5th 70 73° 
Griffith to Hillston ... Re ead Ary ac Ae ae 66 12 
Tarana to Oberon ' a. “pi un aot she Bee 16 0 
Molong to Dubbo .. op nee as ea are dat 80 0 
Canowindra to Eugowra ... oe i 2% Sic ase 26 56 
Coonabarabran to Burren Junction So Ren gee Ae 95 29 
Binnaway to Werris Creek .., ye ie fey By: 90) 70 


On the extension from Glenreagh to Dorrigo the earthworks, bridges, and c'lverts are about three 
parts completed. Rails have been laid for a distance of 20 miles. The bridge over the Bellinger River 
—on the line from Macksville to Raleizgi—has been completed, and work is proceeding on the erection of 
the bridge over the Nambucc1 River. The section between Raleigh and Urunga—3} miles—will, it is 
expected, be opened shortly. 


Good progress has been made with the earthworks and ballasting on the Regent’s Park 
Cabramatta extension. The main span for the bridge over Prospect Creek has been assembled, and 
rivetting isnowin hand. Platelaying and ba lasting work is proceeding on the section from Regent’s Park 
to Enfield. On the extension from Sydenham to Botany the sand filling to the embankment on the Botany 
side of Shea’s Creek and Lord’s-road crossing over Ascot Racecourse tramway have been completed. 
Platelaying has been finished to within 5 miles of Batlow, on the Gilmore to Batlow line, and the remaining 
work is approaching completion. The section Barmedman to Rankin Springs was completed, but the work 
of erecting the station buildings is still in hand. On the extension from Griffith to Hillston, platelaying 
has been completed, and work is progressing on the erection of the station buildings. 


On the Tarana to Oberon section a temporary bridge has been placed across the Fish River, and 
platelaying is now being continued to Oberon. Between Dubbo and Molong the earthworks have been 
completed, and platelaying is well in hand. The construction of a bridge over the Macquarie River is 
proceeding satisfactorily. The extension from Canowindra to Eugowra has been completed and opened to 
public traffic. No further progress has been made with platelaying work between Coonabarabran and 
Burren Junction owing to a shortage of rails. All other work is approaching completion. The earthworks 
on the Binnaway to Werris Creek line have been completed, and platelaying is making good progress, the 
rails having been laid for a distance of 55 miles from Binnaway. 


Trial surveys for proposed new railway lines from Yass to Canberra and Ungarie to Monia Gap 
were completed during the quarter ; the permanent staking of the former line also has been carried out. 
Survey is still in hand from Walcha Road to Mount George, but is approaching completion, 


The following new extension was opened to traflic during the quarter :— 


11th December---Canowindra to Eugowra ... Yes oor ... 26m, 18 ch. 


; IIJ.—Sprciat Rates. 
A statement of the special rates, and the reasons for making #he same, will be found attached as an 
Appendix (No. 1), page 5, 
TV > -STAFE, 
These returns are given as an Appendix (No. 2), pages 6 to 13. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 


The earnings show an increase of £118,117 and the expenditure a decrease of £14,669 as compared 
with the corresponding period of the previous year. 


In coaching traffic there was a decrease of £18,373, made up as follows :—First-class passengers, 
decrease £858 ; miscellaneous, decrease £22,681 ; second-class passengers, increase £5,166. 


The earnings from goods traffic show an increase of £136,490, of which the details are :—General 
merchandise, increase £43,286 ; hay, straw, and chaff, increase £24,947; wool, increase £19,372; live 
stock, increase £160,943 ; coal and coke, increase £16,828; minerals, other than coal and coke, increase 
£185 ; miscellaneous, increase £2,781, while a decrease is shown in grain, flour, &c., £131,852. 


The tonnage carried for the quarter shows a decrease of 5,336 tons, made up of increases in 
hay, straw, and chaff, 16,576 tons ; coal and coke, £9,876 tons, minerals, other than coal and coke, 5,974 
tons; live stock, 82,269 tons; while decreases are shown in general merchandise, 7,883 tons; grain, 
flour, &e., 161,717 tons, and wool, 431 tons. 


The decrease in expenditure is mainly due to the reduction of the basic wage. 


The train mileage for the quarter shows an increase of 56,810 miles, and the number of passengers 
carried an increase of 814,877, as compared with the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
é TRAMWAYS., 
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TRAMWAYS. 


The tramway earnings for the quarter show an increase of £6,188 and the expenditure an increase 
of £11,689 as compared with the-corresponding quarter of the previous year. The increase in expenditure 
is principally caused by the reduction of the working week from 48 hours to 44 hours to the mechanical 
and traftic running staff, 


There is an increase of 113,602 miles in the tramway mileage for the quarter, and a decrease of 
506,857 in the number of passengers carried. 
, P g 


The tonnage of goods, the property of the Crown, carried on the tramways during the quarter, was 
260 tons ; the charges for the carriage of such goods amount to £54, and the cost of carriage to £39. 


Trial surveys for proposed new tramway lines from Bexley to Dumbleton, Dumbleton to Campsie, 
and Bondi to Watson’s Bay, were completed during the quarter. 


We have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient servants, 


Chief Railway Commissioner. 


Assistant Railway Commissioner. 


co 


Assistant Railway Commissioner, 


APPENDIX 1, 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


or 


APPENDIX IJ. 


STATEMENT of Special Rates and Fares approved during the Quarter ended 31st December, 1922. 
Carte el eee ON a a aS ttle OS 


Traffic. 


Particulars and Rate, 


Reason for Rate, 


Third-class Staff Cadets, Royal! 
Military College travelling 
aunually to visit factories 
and workshops in Sydney 
or Melbourne. @ 


First-class Staff Cadets of Royal 
Military College travelling 
annually to Artillery School 
of Instruction, South Head, 
or P. N. Russell School of 


Engineering, Sydney Uni- 
versity, for educational 
purposes, 


Specimens for research purposes 
consigned to Technological 
Museum, Sydney. 


Specimens for British Museum 
consigned to Sydney Museum! 
by Mr. T. V. Skerrin. 


Soil_consigned to Department of 
Agriculture from Nyngan 
Experimental Farm for 
scientific investigation. 


Hire of Special Picnic trains on 
the Broken Hill-Menindie 
line. 


Shunting Rosedale Colliery Siding 


Shunting traffic to Messrs. 
Stewart’s store and timber 
stacking site at Blacktown. 


Shunting siding at North Strath- 
field for Postal Department. 


Single tickets at half ordinary single fare in each direction, 


Single tickets at half ordinary single fare in each direction. 


RaAILWAYs. 


Free—each consignment not to exceed 50 lb, 


Free—each consignment not to exceed 50 1b. 


Free—each consignment not to exceed 50 lb. 


Minimum charge £22 lls. 6d., plus 1s. 7d. for each adult’s, and 


94d. for each child’s ticket sold in excess of that amount. 


2s. 11d. per four-wheeled truck, minimum 5s. 10d. for every fifteen 


minutes or part thereof. 


1s, 2d. per truck, maximum 5s. 10d. for every fifteen minutes or 


part thereof, 


1s. 2d. per truck, maximum $s, 10d. for every fifteen minutes or 


part thereof. 


a a ee ee ee) 


To equalise rates 


Sine 


and enceurage 


traffic. 


| 
| 
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APPENDIX IZ. 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


Rervurn, in accordance with Section 39 of the Government Railways Act, 1912, as amended by the Government 


Railways (Amendment) Act, 1916, showing the Appointments and Reihovals of Empioyees for the quarter 
ended 31st December, 1922, 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Date. | Name Position, Name. Position. | Rate, 
29 i , ts 
1922. SECRETARY'S eee APs LocomMoTivé BRANCH, RAILWAys—continwedl. 

9 Oct. | Lawson, Hilda............ Junior clerk ......seseeeees perannum. 13 Noy. | Glass, James H Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4,,d. per hour 

4 Dec. | Rose, Phyllis G, ......... VUDIOL tTACOL ,ocougvereeeuns £104 per annum, Lo, Sharp, George A.” a Fuelnan eaten a): per pay. 

‘ a . Turner, Alfred A. ...... MULAN) 5... sascaeonvennreeee /- per day. 
1922 CHIEF ACCOUNTAN?T’S BRANCH Fs Sommerville, Arthur J. | Fuelman .. ....| 14/- Der day. 
1 Aug. | Swan, Dorothea E.. ..., Junior clerk...............5.. £80 per annum. | 6 ,, Kesby, Edwin W. ...... Fuelnmian .. ....| 14/- per day. 
22 ,, | Nicholson, Mildred B. | SE VPISUG Henches vescetaecacecenes £230 per annum |6_,, Thompson Arthtr iG} <.|, Shop DOy .....ss-esevcseemncs 6d. per hour, 
22 ,, | Mardardy, Fannie ...... Clerikes pacers, came cn ucashe £220 perannum.| 6 ,, Scanlon, Arthuf ......... ‘| Shop DOY,. .icoregesaerenaie 6,8 d. per hour. 
22. ,, | McMiles, Gucy Ay Bis <7.) Glorke ir ceapsctssacm caste seen £220 perannum.] 6 ,, Stewart, John T. ...... Shop boy ........ 3a ....| 64d. per, hour. 
225), Hartcher, Amy Bea. CIGEK sss speenscad svete tener £213 perannum.| 6 ,, Sassall, ‘Allan W. ...... BRODUDOY Ae ahane «.-| 6,3d. per hour. 
80 Oct_ | Cazneau, Essie R. ...... I sunior clerk ssccsstaseere ie £80 perannum. | 6 ,, Sandilands, Frederick M| Shop boy ............. bet ed if per hour. 
6 ae Ba ore Norman ...| Shop boy .......s0cc0s-- ....| OP-d. per hour. 
1922. TRAFFIC AUDITOR’S BRANCH. 6 5; aes Roy APACS Se Shop boy ..cicine abeaeyal. 4 d. per hour. 
27 Nov. { Higgs, Alice A. J...;.... GIbamerie stcccacccanesnaceeenes 42/6 per week. g ” eee mae H....... Fithels appranioe ss ‘ 3 1 Pet hy 
Pap McKenzie; Alice’ Mob .5.)) Cleaner ita ccsccensseeeeser iscsi 42/6 per week. 8 ae eee arold farce piantoniclants Oe ea £76" A ‘annum 
27 Shuttleworth, Henrietta) Cleaner ............sccsecesesas 42/6 per week. 2 hae one MOY RIRT Soe eias nea D MAU. 
” ’ 1 tes poo dE M... +| Typiste PP Sasenacce a7g0 per ee 
z i ee Brest onard P. oot... ShOp OY: casecrsoosss eee 4/2 per da 
1922. LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH, LAEVES EE 20) ais Kelly, Jobn J ccc..s sc ShOP OY 35...) 05. ceandeepewien 1/14 per hour. 
12 July | Hughes, George F. ...{ Labourer i.......creccesesesee 1/10 4 per hour:20 ,, Strange, Jack H. ....:.] Shop boy eae anal Seer eee on . per ng 8 
" 7 Aug. | Peters, Stanley D. ...... BUGGEI Ves cesosnterniesassmes's 2/63 } "per hour.) (20°), Howie, John vow suamteee itters’ labourer .....:..260 1/11 4 per hour, 
90) <i Broome, Charles: .c.cs Machinist marcccsesnasseaesetes 2/445 per hour: [23 ,, 0’ Hehir, Vivian Ji at Shop boy <i3.00»-aansoant eres 624. er bapr. 
27 ~,, | Brittain, Benjamin W.| Wagon builder ............ 2/544 per hour. {23 ,, Maxwell, Henry T. ...| Boilermakers” apprentice. 3 fa. ér hour. 
ADS sp Mitchell, Thomas ...... Coppersmith 2/623 per hour. |27 ,, Brett, Sidney a cosas Shop boy | t 4 ef hour 
30, Milan, Frederick ...... Machinist ... 2/453 per hour. [27 ,, Barrett, Frederick L....| Shop boy ... re er hour. 

1 Sep. | Wardman, Arthur G. BIGGGr “SM stcanetessesesoees 2/6, per hour. {27 ,, Blanch, Thomas E. ...| Shop boy 6 four, 

ie vn Iueahey, William A; oi..0)) ICLED) Deon cseseessaceulnemece 2/644 per hour. {27 ,, Mockler, John ......... Oxy acetylene welders? ap- ata. pér hour 

A, | Costello, Pierce P. ...... EGGEL! Giajceesitacscatseenaceme 2/624 per hour. prentice. 

Cle 55 Hlliott, Frederick ...... HIGCOREe weenssanmeceatctcesiat 2/633 per hour. {27 ,, Souter, George F. ......| Carriage builders’ appren-| 339d. per hour. 

He Wadling, Eric ............ WitGorg eect once 2/634 per hour. tice. 

Ge Ss Aynsiey, Reginald ...... Cadet draftsman ......... £238 per annum. 27 3 Jennings, William M....| Fitters’ apprentice ......... ¥en per hour. 
HL 1s Leard, Hrankiby Sta. Cadet draftsman ......... £238 per annum.'27_ ,, Turton, Charles &. “-..|| Shop hoyl....-...csnuweeeenes . per hour. 
Ol aa, Hobbs, Percival ......... Wuelman) . tres eegesacneeneess 14/—perday. (27 ,, Kercher, Clarence J. ...| Fitters’ apprentice agephaaee F jer hour. 
25 we, Goldspink, Jonathan ...| Fuelman ......:..0:s..s.008- 14/- perday. [27 ,, Quick, Mervyn ......... Plumbers’ apprentice... pour. 
2 meee Clough, Cecil J. .4.;...5. Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4 md. per hour. (27 4; Stead, Noel sj....cs.anen Structural steel workers’ a3 igh 
VA 55 Kirkness, Brederichk( ...) Bitter 2oi..tcsnsnne cece onesie 2/533 per hour. apprentice. 

O53 Mohr, Joh B....:4.....- IRGC S eeaceiine acerssatecieiaielates 2/533 } per hour. {27 ,, Johnson, Alexander ....| Shop boy .............scsseees aya per hour. © 
25 ass Smith, Bruce E. ......... NDLA cs neers a eaneeeon Semic 2/5si, per hour. [27 ,, Hodge, Aubrey A. ...... (PUPRED ac 4s scene node reeeeeeniee iH f: per hour 

25 ae, Clarke, Edwin BE. —.;.... Boiler maker Aycactineucees 2/ /5¢s per hour. [28 ,, North, Samuel V. ..,... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4d. pet hdur 
2Gmee Vilgrim, James R. ...... Vit ts’ apprentice ......... 4d. per hour. (28 3 Skinner, Henry W. ... ee ialemsis dts dene Sereieteatotess 2/344 per hour. 
26 5, | Sirieht, Otiver J: > .2:2-. | Fitters’ apprentice .........| 4 e d. per hour. /29 ,, Coates,,. Harold seiggeas ais itters’ apprentice ......... sae ie | eae 
26a, Ritzhie, Thomas -...... Mielsman shacaseccsnes tens 14/- per day. 129 ;, Parker, John J. etaeee Fittee apprentice ......... 4,d. 

26 4; Rose, Alberbaas, oh.40--- IU ORI escena sonaabnbsanoce 14/- pet day. 120s McCarthy, Albert’T. ...| Shop boy 914d, pe pet hot. 

1 Oct. | Wilkins, Bertram ...... Carriage builder ............ 2/4,’ >,ber hour, |80 Wicks, Arnold G. ...... Call boy 78 Da 

gk ein Le baa Wardell ......| Boilermakers’ helper ...... 1/11 yy , per hour } 4 Dec. Skepper, Stanley......... Patternmakers’ apprentice 47, Rour, 

ey Spittle, Thomas H....... Boilermaker  ..........+.0++ 2/5 aby per hour; | 45, Atkinson, Henry ...... Carriage builders’ appren- 344d.” E Our, 

ness Anderson, Charles E. WA DOULET Mapes geeeer see neeter 1/9;+ per hour. tice f 

iL ee Bright, Richard J..:..... WaDOULCT Vaesccemonacetoeestceine 1/9" perhour. | 5 ,, McLeod, Horace E. ... Carriage builders’ appren- 333d. per hour. 

iP Gq Brennan, Norman tds <..|( Witter Giicascsecsseereotergec 2/543 per hour. tice. 

DNs Cameron, JON ATryn) WHtber ia eeeeskenamiedeces mange ie: $perhour. | 5 ,, Rankin, Desmond ...... Structural steel workers’ 334d. per hour. 

ON ias Allen, Arthur F. .).... Fitters’ apprentice. ......... Hie per hour. apprentice. 

OR Heath, Victor. vis. Hiielimanacosscsecdusecaden ct 14/- per day. 16 5, Harrison, William ...... Shop bey .......$aseqsaapeomies 11 ,d. per hour. 

Gi gf Creenberg, Leon ....... Vitters’ apprentice 4,,d. per hour. /11 ,, Younghusband, William} Blacksmith ..............0 2/b per hour. 

Si ass Bray, Kenneth=>..t.4-5-. Fitters’ apprentice 4),d. per hour. ile Roylance, Herbert W. Fitters’ apprentice d. per hour. 

3.3, | Hundt, Alfred H.'...... Shop boy wo... 9i;d. per hour. 14 7, | Derbyshire, Leslie ...... Call boy :...stes ele 43 per day, 

4 ,, | Kershaw, Herbert ...... Titters’ apprentice 41¥,. per hour. |18 ., Pugh, Abraham J....... Machinists’ apprentice ...| 4,4d. per hour. 

As, o\omlagles, Ropert. Heise. Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 3: aod. per hour. :20 ;, Mulheron, John G.__...! Fitters’ apprentice ......... cae: bce hour. 

6 45 eee ae Ws ae SHWORDA SONG Aenpangkoooapncataace 11 ¥,d. per hour 3 

Ss. McKellar, Mervyn. ..i\oSbOp NOM 1. cece. eles ences 7/- per day. 29 j ; - 

ass Hocking, William H. ...| Shop DOX as pes kecee ge cnrenisens 7/- per day. 1922. PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 

0 Buckley, John FR. *.;.... Shop ISON arene Sette meeene cone 11 Ad. per hour. ) 1 Aug. | Young, Jonas ............ Bridge labourer ............ | 1/10, per hour. 
in Mills) Sydneyodit-traeee Carriage builders’ appren-| 343d. per hour. S:5s; Roscoe, Frank EB, .....; Fitter. |.:.csseseseseo ee teeeee 2/6 or per hour. 

tice. 8 ,, | Drinkwater, Thos.J. ...| Structural Steel Workers’ | 2/- per hour. 
Oe 45 Musgrove, Philip J. ...| Shop boy 9,d. per hour. | assistant. 
dese Smith, Frederick 4. ...| Call boy .. 4/2 per day. Sans Guest, George W. ...... Structural Steel Workers’| 2/- per hour. 
iGo Walker, Herbert L. ...| Carriage builders’ appren-| 332d. per hqur. assistant. . 
tice. R035 McFadden, Francis B. | Structural Steel Workers’ 2/- per hour. 
16. 35 Wilson, William R. ...| Boilermakers’ apprentice.! 33$d. per hour. assistant. 
16 65 Thompson, JAMESHAS <i) SHROPIDOV sccescsssesesees scree | 94d. perhour. 19 ,, Bentick, Frederick C....| Fitters’ labourer ............ SANE eae 
Gs er: Stanley, Henry B. ...... OVOP DOVasesaswdssetesececee es | Ah *d. per hour. eee Frew, Archibaid ......... Plumber ™..\.s0ccssusestereeeee Sor 
16 55 Taunton, John W....... HOD WOW mecenetuenccesttenecls 6 Ad. perhour. {9 ,, Moore, Bertie .,.......... Plumber F2.0.00<ce eee a6 per hou. 
Gh ag Young, Irederick M. .;.| Shop DOY .cgs..,jceeecveesesas 6d. per hour. 10 ,, Robertson, William ...| Radial driller ....0.......... PAN per hour. 
16 ,, | Hughes, Clarence H. ...| Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4d. perhour. (18 ,, Goldsworthy, Henry C.| Oxy-acetylene welder ... per hour. 
Gime Muter, Henry W. °.:.... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4,,d. per hour. {18 ,, Richmond, Herbert ...| Fitters’ labourer ............ 2h ke per hour. 
Gunes Purse, Charles H. ...... Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 374d. per hour. {18 ,, Schweinsberg, Lutwig | Saw operator ............... ; : Es a 
you Tait, Arh es areeeee Boilermakers’ apprentice.. 343d. per hour. /18 ,, Burness, Henry M........ Structural steel workers’ es Der 
gee ss Anderson, Alired (Gear (Oall) DOvi a ssscscnenseeseeains 4/2 per day. 4 assistant. 
if = Arrow, Allen G. ........ Tinsmiths’ apprentice...... 337d. per hour. 318 ,, Champion, Charles W. | Anglesmith ...............0.5 2/9 per hour. 
17 eas Partridge, James H. ...| Boilermakers’ helper ...... ii 3 * perhour. 18 ,, Gilbert, George ......... Structural steel workers’ 2/- t hour. 
13 ae; Mitchell, George ...... Phelman ‘oka. raven 14/- per day: — j assistant. 
20 55 Durrant, Wiliam Wee ivcer es. scacecessceteses tes 2/542 per hour. (21 ,, Randall, George S._...| Radial driller .............., 2/1 ‘per hour. 
OS eas Baker, Stanley F. ...... Carriage builder’s appren-| 334d. per hour. {21 ,, Tracy, Francis J. ...... Structural steel workers’| 2/- per hour. 
tice. assistant. 
URE os Colenutt, Charles F. ...| Carriage builder’s appren-| 339d. per hour. |22 ,, Thomson, Charles G. ...| Fitters’ labourer 3/0 wt our, 
tice. PAY os Johnson, George A. ...! Striker ............0.60. woh our. 
O38 2 es Robb, Henry GC. ..cveee Carriage builder’s appren-|-333d.-per-hour. |22 ,; Hopkins, Thomas .....: | Machinist Vii pe our. 
tice. 22s Cullen, Edward J. ...... Structural steel worker a per hour. 

24 4, Hereulson,Lawrence D.| Shop boy ...........0.002e0++e 1/1} per hour. i assistant. 

24 Balmer, John C:......... Shop boy. sssespensscsessess os 6,3d. per hour. /22 ,, Beard, George A. ...... DOGMAN Toa. lancwelseeeseenes 3/1 3 hour. 
4 ee O’Connor, Herbert A... Blacksmith’s apprentice...| 4),d. per hour. 195 5 Lennon, OND El semeqocnee Shear attendant ............ 2/043 per hour. 
Cle oe Clarke, Arthur EH. ...... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4,,d. per hour. |25- ,, Peterson, William F....! Radial driller .......,...... 2/15, ba etry 
23 5 Powers. Williamels er. SOD DOVadcensednacesesceets 1/14 per hour. (25 ,, Hackett, Wiliam Hs {2.|| Ritter sic ose..cees coneeseneees /6.?, per hour. 
Poles Bletcher,, Gordon W:.-s Call DOV Wevecesnscsteaccee 4/2 per day. 25 es Best, George ............ Steam crane driver ...... /5,4 per howe, 
Ob mee. iBreasley, Arthur DF...) Huelmano..c.scccsnsesterseces 14/- per day. 25°35 Clymer, George H. ...! Structural steel workers’| 2/- per hour. 
830) ase Edgington, William A. | Shop boy ..........csscereoves 7/- per day. ! assistant. 
30° 53 Doherty, Kevin F. ...... Shop boy ....... -«.-| 11,40. per hour. }25 ,, Lees, Artinut \ ye wc.ceses Planet © jo. iscecsssabacacetesel 2/5, per hour. 
BIW see Godfrey, Hilton B.  ...| Shop boy ..........seseeeeeers 1/1} per hour. [25 ,, Benn, Joseph A. ...... Driller Yasceeeee eee 2/18, bar hour. 
S0urs Pead, Harry icin eeeresces Fitters’ apprentice ......... 44,d. per hour. 128 4, 4) Ross, James Diane esee Planer ausaoeiaeneecatens 2/445 per hour. 
B07 sy Brereaton, Herbert...... Machinist @txceccescssde esse 2/ AM per hour. 28 ,, Carrick, Alfred J. ...... Serucharal steel workers’| 1/10}% per hour. 
SOs Farrell, Allan G....... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4,d. per hour. j . assistant. re) 

80 Brown, Milton H. ...... CalbOy Sprenccscasatncenens 5/8 per day. WAS og Taylor, WilloughbyR. K. AW Operator .........c0000. 2/1./, per hour. 
Slee. Leitch, Marcellus ...... SHODEOOVecaeremtesrcteetnetre 6,404. per hour. (28 ,, Roberts, James ......... lackamlbheeue cs. cncsnteee 2/6, per hour. 

LT Noy.0) Shead Artin ey cnvess. Fitters’ labourer ............ 1/11, per hour. ns + Cleary, John Av)... ..ce BIAGKSINIGH 2,255.0 ocueesseees 2/6% per hour. 

1; | Reynolds, George ...... SiriiereMnwerccsnskereces as 1/lott per hour. | \38 5 Smith, William J. ...... Blacksmith ... ...| 2/65% per hour. 

25, i castein; JohnJ2. vc cen. Fitters’ apprentice ......... axe per hour. A Norman, Arnold eal) Druah nang | 5 sccseeenees | ial r hour, 

9 ae, Woodrow, Edward §8....| Shop boy ......... a Aa per hour. 3 9 Proctor, George .... Blectric crane driver ...... 2/32, pér hour. 

2 ss Ridley, Thomas ......... PUriker | Micscaspccacceaceres ace A uy 10} per hour. 28 Fe Taylor, Walter radial. drillergices. sesctves0s 2/1f, per noe, 


an 


@o aN NNN 


SoD SF OO DS HOGSHOOGOCOOHOOOOOOOOCOCONAINNWWWOD NNN NNN N 


eS 


Davis, Reuben J. 

Dixon, Cecil H. 

stunt pbotias 
uate, opmald nald J. 


sha, Wa Glatenes EB. 


wet eeeeee 


sett finer H 
aines, Walter 0. 
Kay, Walter 


Carter, James J. 
Lish, tie Sock 


Bartholomew, John R. 
Sauer, Peter oe 
MeGregor, Abraham ... 
Freestone, Walter J. 
Ryan, James seeinfetuanisace 
Connolly, Albert,........ 
Wardrope, William H. 


Waa, Alexander 
illiams, Frederick ... 
Retmod y, Walter 
atson, Daniel 
Harvey, George ......... 
Allbranch, Leslie J. W. 
Pratt, J ohn She ae 
Dempsey, Robert C. ... 


McMullen, Thomas 
McCusker, John 
Bird, Roy C. Peaiaseaad 
Jackson, William 
Ainley, Frederick 
Dredge, William 
Cleary, Thomas 


tee konee 


se eerenee 


Watgon, William J. 
ullford, Merv . 


aglee, Stanle 
ay arold e 
oach, Albert... 
Ja és, Ernest 
chéod, Thomas ....... 
ton, ‘rederick 
pullings, ings, Clafence 
Mills, William ............ 
Lloyd, Leonard 
Proctor, Prank . .<.:..... 
Keighran, Bernard... 
McDonald, Roderick . 


Maguire, William 
Ranse, John 


Wheatley, William C....| 


McCaw, William 
Gregory, Frederick 
Cullen, > peel aaa 
Hs org ie George 
Marshall, Robert ee 
lyers, Leslie 
b hatha ERR a roresicmesscmnis 
Frisectt Charles 
Smith, Robert : 
Moodie, George 
Hargreaves, John 
Hughes, John 
Jones, Thonias ......... 
Stanford, William J. 
Outteridge, Arthur 
Coote, Robert ............ 
Hawkins, George 
Cridland, Joseph 


Melville, James 


Anderson, Archibald ... 
Roach, James M. 


.| Moulders’ assistant 


Hopton, Benjamin 


Curran, James 


Johnson, James 


Newton, Stanley 
Roach, Herbert 


Garside, William 
Rowan, John ............ 
Archer, Reginald 
Harrison, Alfred 
Green, Benjamin 
Wilson, Albert............ 
Ward, Edward ......... 
Kitchen, Albert C, ...... 
O’Hare, Ernest ......... 
Snow, William......,...... 
Parmenter, I’rederick... 
Kennedy, Thomas. ...... 
Keays-Young, Myrtil... 
Mahlberg, Thomas...... 
Shepherd, Sidney R. ... 
Mackey, Patrick 
Papworth, Henry 
Robbs, Alfred ............ 
Gee, Charles H. ......... 
Harvey, Reginald 
Whitford, William 
Hyland, Theodore 
Canavan, William 


Fitter 


Position. 


PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, RAMWAYS—continued. 


Patternmaker 

Watchin 
lacksmith 
itter 


Peete ee bee eee ee beennne 
Peder eee eran eter eesenes 


Wee eee etme eee e eens eenns 


Structural steel workers’ 
assistant. 
Radial driller 
Fitter 


Structural steel workers’ 


assistant. 
Fitter 
Radial driller 
Plumbers’ assistant......... 
Blacksmith 


assistant. 
Radial driller 
Structural steel workers 

assistant. 
Fitters’ labourer 
Blacksmith ............ 
Bricklayers’ labourer 
Bridge ganger 
Bridge ganger 
Carpenter 
Fitters’ labourer 


assistant. 


Bridge ganger 
Labourer 


Moulder 
Moulders’ assistant 
Moulders’ assistant 
Patternmaker 
pinesine ge 

atternmaker 
Pressman 
Labourer 


BOER Ts ccnswan aw cueaees pa 


Patternmaker 
Fettler 
Fettler 
TVettler 
Fettler 


Moulders’ assistant 


Crossing builders’ assistant 


Dresser 


Striker 
Striker 
Striker 
Stractural steel worker ... 
Structtiral steel worker ... 
Screwer 
BSBIR EL ee ce cr ecacptens osm napiuns 
Cold saw attendant,........ 
Structural steel workers’ 
assistant. 
Structural 
assistant. 
Structural steel 
assistant. 
Structural steel 
assistant. 
Structural steel 
assistant. 
Structural steel 
assistant. 
Structural steel 
assistant. 
Structural steel 
assistant. 
Structural steel 
assistant. 


steel workers’ 
workers’ 
workers’ 
workers’ 
workers’ 


workers” 


Turner 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


UA BONGOE vicaces caves sche SoBe 


eee eer eee eee 


Kettler ..... nisan se Raeobaeaee 
Fetitler 
Fettler .. 
Fettler ... 
Fettler 

Fettler 

Spawler 
Furnaceman’s assistant . 
Vitter 


Peete eee eee eee eeeeeee 


Structural steel workers’ 


Structural steel workers’ 


Peter nee eetones 


workers’ 


workers’ 


Pattee ee enone ewareeeee 
teat eee eee ereeeeeneeres 


nee nena eee e ene eeee 


2/0}3 per hour. 
2th per hour. 
2/0}§ per hour. 
2/013 per hour. 
27h per hour. 
13 3/4) per day. 
ye per hour. 
per hour. 
ies per hour. 
2/83, per hour. 


1/10+¢ per hour. 


2/1 per hour. 
2/63 per hour. 


1/10}¢ per hotr: 


2/62, per hour. 
2/1, per hour. 
1/11 per hour. 

2/6.; per hour. 


1/1049 per hour. 


2/15 per hour. 
1/1619 


1/11, per hour. 


2/69; per hour. 
1/114 
2/6 per hour, 
2/6 per hour. 
2/5} per hour. 


1/11,4, per hour. 
1/10+9 per hour. 


14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/- per day. 
2/6 per hour. 
13/- per day. 
13/6 per day. 
2/542 per hour. 
2/5% per hour. 
2/545 per hour. 


ploy per hour. 
/1049 per hour. } 
ay }¢ per hour. } 


2/73, per hour. 
2/68; per hour. 
2/6. per hour, 


1/11; per hour. | 


13/- per day. 


1/109 per hour. 


2/628, per hour. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/- per day. 


1/10} per hour. § 
1/10+¢ per hour. } 


EA & per hour. 


1/11 4 per hour. | 


1/10} per hour. 


per hour. 


per hour. 


1/1019 per hour. ) F 


1/1049 per hour. } 


1/10+¢ per hour. 


1/1044 per hour. | 
1/1039 per hour. { 
pi /1044 per hour. | 
1/10}% per hour. | 
1/1049 per hour. | 
1/104¢ per hour. } 
2/42, per hour. f 
2/4 per hour. | 
2/13, per hour. 


1/104} per haur. 
1/1143 per hour. 
1/10}¢ per hour. 
1/10}} per hour. 
1/1019 per hour 


1/1039 per hour. 


1/10}2 per hour. 
1/1049 per hour. 


1/1049 per hour. 
1/10}? per hour. 


1/1019 per hour. 


2/63} per hour. 
2/543, per hour. 
2/57, per hour. 
1/9; per hour. 
1/9, per hour. 
13/- per day. 
13/- per day. 
2/525 per hour, 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
16/1 per day. 
1/10 ;} per hour. 
2/55's per hour. 
13/- per day. 
2/55 per hour. 
1/9y¥; per hour. 
1/9; per hour. 


| Bush, Spencer or 
Ryan, Bch e 
Spiatss, Benast er 
Engeler, Frec lerick C. CUMIOR Clef ke Atisenvessecescies 
Wilkie, Lewls ...:........ Garpenter  ....o2ciestecess 
Atkins, Thomas 0. SR MMOLOIEL) -..weamacuh eeeser cease. 
Jenkins, Mhomes: Fe, cof Mettler f.viccs.cecscses css cesels 
Kendall, John HIGUGLOT aaa. ctacarraeceme tees 
Hamilton, John WAbCRIMAIN” Voi ccesesssstise 
Marriner, Bryce, Plumber 
Ewer, Henry ...... Labourer .. 
Gabel, Charles Carpenter 
Jordan, Frederick ...... Weapler vaste. sbinsvasecce anes 
Tleming, Richard ...... Stationary engine-driver 

TRAFFIO Eeaee, RAMWAYS, 


PERMANENT WAY 


O’ Neil, Robert A. 
Brooks, Charles ......... 
Cotterell, Richard 
Moore, Arthur J. 
Gleadow, John C. ...... 
Dangerfield, Albert G. 

Taylor, Harold ......... 
MeGovern,Glarence ... 
Davison, William 
Morrison, Elwin 
Brown, Bi ee ics 
Tanswell, Thomas .....: 
Hetherington, -Alfred ... 
Craze, Riohard ......... 
Johnson,-Thomas 8. ... 
Ingram, Norman.........| 
Harding, Francis 
Harding, Jack. ........ 
Broderick; Felix J. . 

Skinner, William.,........ 
Northwood, William: ... 
Grocott, Francis ......... 
Ward, Alfred BE. ......... 
Packham, Dan. ......... 
Strangman, Allen 
Mullins, Alfred 
Newell, Leslie 
McLachlan, Donald 
Wettig, Leslie 
Brew, Sulen osi5..ctesess 
Spink, Benjamin 
Atkins, Pereivai 
Woods, Densil 

Lewis William 

Tod, Leslie 


Twyford, Frank 


Laver, Perey T...0....0: 
Coulthart, Francis G. 
Gearside, Samuel CG. ... 
Williams, Elizabeth. ...! 
King, Alexander D. 
Ke@n, Daniel J. 
Burt, Howard A. 
Guthrie, Allan | 2.0.05. 
Morrison, George Hi. 
Clissold, John H.. ...... 
Corless, Francis.A. ...... 
Taylor, Ernest Ne... 
Brookes, Mary EH. 


wees 


Huband, Theresa.,....... 


Allsopp, Harold E. 
Wales, Edward J. ...... 
Green, William E. ...... 
FRY 0) BIS on sifemirosersisseiie 
Lacey, George A. 
MeVey, Gordon R. 
Mumberson, Percy 
Butler, Cecilia 


Haynes, Harold J. 
Norris, George I. 
Markham, Jack R. 
Silk, Johanna 
GMS LAE) To saseecere,« 
Ferguson,.Ernest ...... 
Hopkins, William E. ... 
Morphy, Raymond 
Bryant, Albert R. 
Reid, Victor H. 
Morgan, William ....... 
Freestone; Jams ©. ... 
Newson, Walla: 
Ewings, Leslie G. 
Rudd, William ©. ....... 
Norton, Lesli2 J.......... 
Blackwell, Stephen 
Cunvberland, James P. 
Horton, Heary Vv. 
Merrick, Vergie A. 
Rodger, V incent in 
Fraser, Francis G. 
Child, Harry rota 
Lambert, Noel A. 
Crabtree, Harry ......... 
Moorhead, Thomas W. 
Hines, petpnce F. 
Bailie, Eric 

Routley, At ‘iy ir CG. 
Bennett, daok by s5.2.% 
Nolatis BU ir bl isc. 0eatsin0's 
Culla, William D. 
Yates, Edward C. 
Hancock, Gladys 


King, Clifford C. 
Heaton, Richard E. 
Roberts, Thomas D. 
Smallman, Thomas...... 


-| Junior porter 


O’ Keefe, Reginald 


Position. 


Fettler 
Fettler 
fear 


Potter ide gH AME SON ots sic seb ae 
Bridge carpenter ar gt 
Labourer 
Fettler 
Fettler 


Fettler aoe Het oes 


Hever eae 
Carpenter PSU RCE kT MoOOOOD 
Plumbers’ Boren 
Fettler 


Painters’ apprentice 
Labourer 
IPEREL S atacecanivec cre s<tcene 
Vitters’ labourer 


Carpenters’ apprentice ... 


Labourer 


| Junior porter 
| Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior clerk 
Junior porter 
Junior porter ... 
Jiatve pote: .... 
Junior p dzter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Gatekeeper 


Gatekeeper 


Lad gatekeeper 
Junior porter .... 


Sunior Porter .c...30s8 Barrie 


Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Gatekeeper 


Junior porter 


-| Junior porter ... 


Junior porter ... 
Office. cleaner 
Female cleaner 
Junior porter 

Junior porter 

Junior porter 

Junior porter 

Lad gatekeeper 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 


Attendant and gatekeeper 


Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 


Junior porter 
Lad gatekeeper 


Junior porte? 222,.0...-+---+ 


Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Gatekeeper 


Junior porter 
Junior porter 
Junior porter .......+ 
Junior porter 
Lad gatekeeper 


BRANCH, RAILWAYS—continued, 


Ee 


1/11 % per | 
.| 2/29%¢ per hour. 
14/+ per day. 
14/- per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
Hu per day. 
2/4 per hour. 
1/9% per hour, 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
-/33$ per hour. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
13/6 per day. 
2/4% per hour. 
-/34} per our. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
-/3%} per hour. 
13/- per day. 
2/53 Der hour. 
1/11, per hours 
-/3}% per hour. 
13/- per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
14/- per day. 
£76 per annum. 
2/4% per hour. 


14/- per day. 
14/- per ay. 
14/- per day. 


13/4 perday. _ 
2/419 pet | hours | 
13/- per day. 
2/4% per hour. 
14/- per day. 
16/1 per day. 


5/8 per day. 
3/5 per day. 
4/6 per day. 
£104 per annun. 
7/-pér day. ° 
3/11 per day. 
4/ 6 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
4/6 per day. 
3/11 per day. 
4/9 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
19/2 per week 
and quarterss 
12/- per week 
and quarters, 
5/8 per day. 


3/11 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
41/4 per week 
and quarters. 
7/- per day. 
4/6 per day. 
7/- per day. 
44/- per week, 
10/3 per day. 
7/- per day. 
7/- per day. 
4/6 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
4/6 per day. 
4/6 per day. 
3/5 per day. 
4/6 per day. 
3/11 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
4/6 per day. 
4/§ per day. 
4/6 per day. 
4/6 per day. 
17/10 per weeks 
5/8 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
7/- per day. 
7/- per day. 
5/8 per day. 
3/11 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
7/- per day. 
4/6 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
5/8 per day. 
3/5 per day. 
4/6 per day. 
4/5 per week and 
10/3 rent. 
7/-per day; °) 
8/1 per day. 
3/11 per day. 
7/- per day. 
7/- per day. 


153 


Position. Position. Rate. 
1 
9° : : 
a es eau eee eee penne 1922. TRAFFIO BRANOH, TRAMWAYS. 
21 Oct. | Smith, John V. ......... unior porter .......0c.c0c-. 3/11 f 7 May | F ; 
: Nov. 4 arr, pig J nates pad GateKCeper _..-cceseees ws Hee 7 oe Borin, fone OS ieee Conniser ee fit zo oar hour 
= sryan : ‘altar biden Sind Sos | an dat 7 J CG ll > is © sevcceves| VODGUCUOTL....ccccveceee eeeveee ft 
Ba ns Player, James A. s-ee-| Junior clerk £6 os ae 7» Rawanda Malwsuncrt™ Couducter Neyo ibe fees 3. ee aa 
4 an Nel ee Hbeeee a Ake pore 7/- per day. ipo en Hazelgrove, James A....| Conductor........c.cssesece e ay. uae rodeat 
a Ve SASIO Moemasestes nior clerk £70 per annum. | 7 ,, Nesbitt, Vince : ) , 
: 35 = yen ne Serpette J eens ads £70 annum. {13 Aug. Wright, Cleve V Bes * enaueer iAolee Thon 
+ ee, ; A RanRaIcon or porter 7/- per da 25 Sep. W: i, © eae i 8 ra : 
° rp Heri ate Viabensengies Lad gatekeeper ............ ve mee daw. 10 Oct. Richerdson Robe We Gener hee rye eiday? u 
“ ollins; Flsie! /s25.0c..c+cd Gatekeeper ......s0cecseecees 4/5 per week and up D Bowe. GeOTSOz ane ierccree Fettler ..... al Ae fee: 
F quarters. ‘LO, ard, Wesley C.......... Wettler...cc. cs $i : 
# “ Vieng eas R._ ...| Lad gatekeeper ............ 4/6 per day. i eiebes Owens, John J. ......... Locomotive cleaier......... 15/: oe ay 
= Purner, eginald sgiaere Junior porter 3/11 per day. 22 Nov. | Brown, Ruby P Junior clerk ......0.6-. a : uf 
Ms ” x etterion, Cone jae Junior porter ... 7/- per day. S0oae McGowan, Ellen ......... aioe back ei fibd gon natal 
oie eld, Le Bs acaseeees ..| Junior porter ... 4/6 per day. 4 Dec. | Cr Sle; aci ae i ; 
ee Ga, Wood, Allen gescece ee ..| Junior porter fe ae reek eS es Bokon Ens ii ie ere se e70 ee 
17 >) | Chisholm, Roland ...... Watchman .......ccssce. 13/6 per day. {18 ,, | Thompson, Kathleen M.| Junior clerk | 280, ber hase 
. ad noes be Omer Junior DOEVCLerccrencssasess 3/11 per day. LST s5 Bowen, Dorothy M. ...| Junior cterk | £80 ia anndtin. 
28 inderby, Margaret ...| Gatekeeper ..........s.0000e- 4/3 per week andj18 _,, McCarthy, Hilda M. ..,| Junior clerk £104 per annitim. 
iO ess Quinn, Mary ........00- Attendant: ......csccsesesessnal hi gone and ae Pang, Bley ate Junlor dierk |, :Saeacaaag Be 
. uarters. 1922. 
ae is Ainsworth, James J. ...| Junior porter S/iL per day. : ‘ a Sapelimeogic 
20 Hull, Eric Doe Junior porter _.. | 3/8 per day. oe Sep. | Henley, Cecil J. Seoieenee | ‘Cleaner 2... c:.ssaecqea nese 1/0;, per hour. 
= ardantdohn R. "| Junior porter |. 8/1 per ag: 25 5 Madden, William O.8...! Turners’ apprentice ...... 42,d. per hour. 
22 - Peck, Stanley Vee Junior porter Ole per day. 25. ,,. | Carmichael, Alfred. ©. (Cleamert::: -icccocseranssmeceeae 1/0; per hour. 
22 id Eve, Horace R. ......... Junior porter 3/11 per day. 6 Oct. Haneock, George J._...) Cleamer ........../..ccseeeeneee 1/27, per hour. 
23 Anderson, William... Junior porter | 7/- per day. Sea Mockler, Frederick J...;|' Cleaner as. saccscasneeaceeeneeee 1/2n, per heur. 
24 |. Tyson, Richard H. <..| Junior porter |............., 7 fewer day. (ae Withers, Alexander J.’..| Cleaner ........00.ssssesesceses 1/2,'; per hour. 
BHP a Jenkins, Edwin L. ...... JBMOT POFtEL co ....sceeseens 5/8 per day. eer Berebator, Wrancls Jo) Cleaner “eh ‘yd. per hour, 
- £ Lamb, David H. ...... Junior porter ........-....- | 8/1 per day. 6 Lewis, Oswald J. = ...0. | Cleaner 11d. per haur. 
2955 Callinan, Ivy ............ Gatekeeper ei. ccpccccccsssece 4/3 per week and 4 Te rE ig oe Meee bya per hour. 
i tsk Guarters ' abbice ic Donald, Victor H....| Cleaner 1/0;4 per hour. 
fs vewis, Henry W. ...... Funlor porter s/..sse:..01e, gS nerida a "9 O’ Hara, Henry A. ...... abby c0k- Wl Beeneay es sccaccsscn. 15/2 per day. 
SOmee De Sylva, Horace Al “0| Junior porter“, A/G ner aay! 8 Minehan, Perey oeiiacee Trimmer 2. noose 14/5 per day. 
80 James, Cecil BE. ........ Lad gatekeeper "d U/e per days gl oe Soltero ce ae i Bnet 
1 Dec. Howarth, Francis ‘enaee JUDIOT POTEET. as .e vecaswerns | 3/11 per day. Bee Courtney, Ernest H. ...| Fireman ........-.ssssses0: 16/2 per day. 
Sp Chisholm, Sarah ......... Gatekeeper cee saeco: 4/3 per week and oar Grant, Gordon............ j Fireman ....cecseereeeeeeeees 15/2 per day. 
: eR. | tee omrsce . 9 Bye oe Thomas......... Hlectrical mechanic ...... 2/3,% per hour. 
” y, Leo T. ......... JUNIOL-POLLEL Ven secasec cece: | 5/8 per day. ye ugh, Aaa baer Gleaner «..-.- 00. <ssesyae 1/Ogr' Det hour. 
a 5 Arkell, Edmund J. ...| Goods labourer ............ | 14/- per day. Loe Wattman, William C....| Fitters’ apprentice 4,,d. per hour. 
Ce; Moore, Percy ............ Goods labourer ............ | 13/6 per day 1a Escreelson: Allan P..,.. Cleaner 7yvd. per hour. 
6 4, McMahon, Cornelius ...) Lad gatekeeper ............ 7/- per day. . 13. ,, Wilkinson, Iric F. ...... Cleaner ue} 74. per hour 
OTs McKenzie, Reginald ...| Junior porter ............0++ 3/11 per day 1) Moore, John L. ......... (Veane’r oo... saccseeeereereeees 1/2 fy per hour. 
a oe Sam, Mervyn J. Junior porter ...... Pe ewer Gar. q 23 tas Bessel, Cecil J. ......... Cleaner icc. accescaaeeomeeene 1/27, per hour. 
13, | Jones, Athol D. :. Goods Labourer ... 18/6 per day.” thet fa. ene Arch ald a oe ee 1/034. per hour. 
11-8 Hayes, William eines WALA 13/6 per day. 31, Carroll, Lionel J. ...... CICANOD® << 1b. -cscweresssuneeees 71d. per hour. 
1 ae Mellwraith, Raymond | Goods Labourer ............ 18/6 per day. 31 4, Wakeham, William H.| Cleaner .................e.c0eee 10 4d. per hour. 
a i Taafe, Walter B.......... Goods Labourer ............| 14/- per day. 31545 Sneddon, Charles ...... Cleaner in. 1c. verasersasnbapmene 10;4d. per hour. 
Lae Nash, Patrick ............ Watchman .............000 13/6 per day. ot ee ee eee Cle Rem ores cere 1/27, per hour. 
iL es Willis, Ernest J. ...... Junior porter, s.,.---..sss0- | 8/1 per day. Ptee: eat eee hea le ppcenepiiciae tae --| 107d. per hours 
13 ” Champion, Walter ...... Junior porter .............- | 5/8 per day. pipe he nese 5 Frasomedy Sg ee es --| 1/24 Per hour. 
ape a Sharpe, George J. ...... SOMOT, POVLEL Meeacesteunes sce 7/- per day. ee Williamson, Ambrose .., Power house junior .;.... 11 ¥,d. perhour. 
i Ps Hayes, John Wioleteocsbie Junior clerk) .xsh.iessneas | £120 per annum Sips anescott; Reseed Power house juuior ea lid. eee 
ee Newman, Cyril J. ...... Lad gatekeeper .| 4/6 per day. aS ee ' Tee’, 3080 pRs Scere | Power house junior «2s. 11 4d. per hour. 
rae ck, Tavener, William ..:...! Goods labourer | 13/8 per day = cart ane eek oe W. Cheam a 
y Par4 ohnson, Frederick W. Cleaner........... i 
1921. SIGNALLING BRANCH. 22 |; | MeMillan, Ronald W....! Gleaner’... vox Le: as 
7 Nov. { McRae, John ......ecee. | Carpenter  ....c-ccessceeesee 164 per day. Licat aie ee 10 Was ieee our 
7s Harrison, William ...... Eabouter seccncscee 14/2 por day. sonnel eared cease cee ee. 750 oe 
7 5 | Robinson, Arundel G. | Biectrical mechanie’ | tis 7o bok dark fice ae ie 10 a eee 
ie Hallett, Alired ......... Electrical mechanic ...... 18/2 per day. Sp ue Bar ae Pier Pitre et ee 
es Faahan, William ...... Signal ercctors’ assistant | 15/2 per day. 4 De Weveter chee hers a bier ie tat 
iy Broadribb, Cecil E. P. | Signal erectors’ assistant | 15/2 per day. 5 a Bute erson, Fr ederickW, 10a per Bove, 
yas Langworthy, Charles ...| Linesman ..................+6+ 16/2 per day tess Seve. iric Serres 1c Sie POE: 
Bes, Pepperell, Ernest ...... Linesmanpiccs one | 16/2 per day. ie ete ae lene Wiad: pet one: 
ee ss Sippell, Harold ...... Labourer 14/2 p ay. LL; Geoffrey, I'ranklin N.. “T “Cleanet «..S:..e0cee 1/04 per hour. 
fs McDonald, William T. | Linesman ..........csc.sc0, ee per day M1; Ryan, Edward ......... SY Cleaner .....sccccsscssseseeee| 1/07 per hour 
1932. | | SMAM .....s.seeeeeeeeeveee /2 per day. es a O'Halloran, Thomas P.' Cleaner ee 1/0 on per hour. 
1 July | Wagner, David C. ...... | Signal erectors’ assistant | 14/6 per day LS Ms) Part Pomoc’, (ERO AS ee -se: ' Blacksmiths’ apprentice...| 4,4d. per hour. 
Us Gammell, Henry W. ...| Electrical mechanic ...... 2/3 4°, per hour 1922 ; 
. oe Lennon, Ernest WiShoee | Labourer 13/8 per day j ae PESNANEN? WAT Base @ 
¥ soland, Charles ......... HLA OUTEE. Lecetscacentceacenee 13/8 per day. 9 Oct. | Collier, Rowland P. ...| Pa 2) pe 
1 3, | Mackay, William 8. ...) Painter ..... “| S74 te perboar, | 2 » |, Hope, Chatles 8, "21. Sigatriis ae pegs 
1 a, | Smith, Thomas J. A....| Linesman .. 15/6 per day. 9 9 Schneider, Moritz A. ... Painter imc 5 3% ee a 
“ »» | Saunders, Francis P. .... Labourer 13/8 per day. 9 ;; Welch, John BR. ....c0.0., Painter ...cs0-.occtene ane 2/24 none 
14 a Gooseff, Frederick ...... Assistant sectionman ...| 14/- per day. 9 5 White, Edward W. ......| Painter oo... ccccessenese 2/24 per hour. 
as Aug. | Curnow, George ......... | Signal erectors’ assistant | 14/- per day. dss White, Edward “| Batater: .......0. ean 2/24 her hour. 
Mac Tottie, W illiam i ees Signal erectors’ assistant | 14/- per day. 955 Mansley, Leslie J. Plumber a/4te 2 hoe 
ae | Grell, Gear iN fe | — sectionman ...... 14/- per day. Dos Watkins, Phillip M. ...) Plumber 2/444 ae tea 
Sep. | SE cassespenen: PIGCED Me hcccoecee tele cae ok | 2/54, per hour, | 2 » Barnes, John J. . Timekseper ] 
dems) = IvLaws (Chomasien....cs Pittetimacescssevasss a5 49 Beverstock, Stephen J. ler 13/6 bor day. 
: Oct. | oe wales 4 eal chon seat ES 18% see See est Blackshaw, Gifford . 13/8 per day. 
2... WeAtkinsorm Arthur di.see|, Shoprboyisetrcre sere 6 hour. | 9 » Bonar, Robert ......... : : 
f Nov. | newton .Gorase SPARS Shep poy Bona stanntuucesceerse | ae 8 is eas ” Brunell, Frederick R.... 13/6 per aa 
6 4, | Webb, David ............ Shopsbow wastes temeermecaee -/11% per hour. » Bulloca, Robert ......... 13/6 
7 5,° ole Wright, Alans. .s..5:008 Shop boy .....s.s006.. SAVE 9 ” -| Clark, Benjamin B /6 per day. 
7 Dee. | Fancourt, Donald ...... Shop boys. ..00. 1c cape we a 9» Cotter, William E.. 14/3 per any 
>: a 9s; Taddy, p ; 
i 1922. F ELECTRICAL BRANCH, RAILWAYS. os Field piven a ee 13/8 Lie as 
er Oct. | Gilmore, Frank ......... | Switcher 5/8 per day. 9 4 Gleeson, William R. ... 13/6 pet day. 
ey eepet he souk De | ao | 14/- per day. 2 ie Me James W. ...... Fettler ss. Si. ceeee 13/6 es Gand 
31}, | Stubbs, Pies ae Ur ienas Heine es reenup, John ......... Bonder ..0...s1..5.oeeeeed y. 
St. | Mayes Mark 000 eimmer yr ver day. 19 2 | oastord, Altted. 02} Boner ceca pete, 
BL, Mitten, James N. ..| Trimmer .. ..| 14/- a ” olly, George H. ..... Fettler \....r:2i:tsé..0 saa e ; 
a Watt, Reginald O | Fitter Boe be ot 9 Hope, Johr 13/6 ber day. 
; > e-. eof LIUUCL cL venccvvevccsicceseccesce. rr e 7 ’ a H. eS 
3 >» rae John Be os... } Ritter vss casas .aoredieceece 2/3 per Tae 9 Huxley, Andrew R. ... Asatant ganger 15/- per cs .. 
nak saker, Edward ......... Electrical mechanic ...... 2/3,% per hour. 9 5, Johnson, Burt .........| Fettler 13/6 ie : y- 
Sa. Ht uston, Arthur J. .../ Electrical fitters’ labourer 1/1043 per hour.| 2 » Langton, Ralph A.......| Fettler ...| 13/6 per day. 
nA Francks, George ......... Electrical mechanics’| 1/1034 per hour Kes Mahar aonniss: pee Fettler .. 13/6 44 Aa 
F es ~_ labourer | a ‘| 9 ,, | Malley, Thomas ......... Fettler ig /elpec dar, 
55 A’ Beckett, Lancelot ...| Electrical mechanics’) 1/10}% per hour 9 °5, McGrath, Thomas P. ..| Fetitler 13/6 ae aay: 
a 5 labourer. te ‘79, Newby, John W. ..... Fettler 13/6 2 den, 
ee LE AN es othe Jaa mechanic ...... 2/3,% per hour : ” Newman, William B. ..| Fettler 13/6 per day. 
: Pie Cookwaobn Wines. robationer .seseeneee 3/1 ; % O’Brien, Reginald J. ... r, 
22 gs Hare, Leonard............ Electrical fitter icy is 9 aa Overhall, J oeapi | Teal cnaeiegce aaisinetetesteteentel ete 14/6 oor a 
120, StonneehinOneRALEWive. ! 4 Anis ven ey Scns Doers ice porte Aaa 13/6 per day. 
‘ 39 rece iF Cawgser ee ies - 
13 Nov. { Glossop, Albert L. C. | Store bOY .....scssssessesseees 4/2 per day at ee eee eee Fetter enews | 13/6 per day 
20 ,, | Hook, Reginald BE. ...) Store DOY ......cscsecessees | 5/8 per day. ee Bree William J...) Fettler .... | 13/6 per day. 
‘ ; ; 5 strand, Harry T.......... Mettler’ .Jeccsees y. 
1922. EsTATE AGEN?’S BRANCH. ; a Tyrrell, Patrick ......... iAesistaat ganger ............ By. per aa 
7 Nov. { Lee, Millicent ............ EV DIS DC rpc vance cescceasaess { £220 perannum. | 9 aM White aitiens A 2 88 Welder - eptasdeyres ee ite ber day: 
hota ae ates 9 3 | Wiliams, Albert to "..1 ettler cc ccccccrcesern 13/6 per day. 
23 Oct. | Hewit, Janet ............ Office cleaner .....sse000004{ 44/- per week] 9 3. V COG, Mtepmond sme | Relaying ganger ‘.2.| 16/- per day. 
( Statistical) € aa Say ere Bites Labourer 13/6 per day 
12 Gasserley, Hiloon B.Weel ary pike ae vi . ” CLL, VONN omy cidslaticedee Welder .. 752. ...| 14/3 per da : 
” yp Mae Ceaeaercotnetene £165 per annum) 9 ,, Bond, Walter 8. «..,..... Labourer .. 13/6 ae dae 


(Institute), 


Seoeesovsoovoecsesoeupeoecoeeoececesocsovweeceeororrcogocwoeecoooee: 


; | Name. 
& 


Position. 


Rate. 


ae ne A A A REL A AG RNA 


Date. 


Name, 


PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, TRAMWAYS—co.uinued. 


Cass, John 
Collins, Thomas 
Coupland, George S&S. ... 
Cutting, Arthur 
Daly, Krnest. ......00.--- 
Dooner, William E. 
Dore, Thomas 
Everingham, Arthur T. 
Farmer, Samuel 
Frost, George W. 
Glover, George H. ...... 
Clover, George W....... 
Gooney, Joseph 
Gordon, Barnett H. 
Head, Albert 
Honan, Patrick ... 
Hush, John P..... SoH 
Honan, Daniel............| 
Evers, Charles LL. ...... 
Johnson, Stephen C. ...! 
Knowles, Arthur 8. 
Miller, Thomas 
Mills, John W. 
Minto, George C.......... 
Moore, Charles 
Moss, Patrick A. 
McCausland, Hamilton 
McMaster, Ronald 
McMahon, Michael 
Needham, Edwin A. ... 
Norris, Morrice J. ...... 
Osborne, Frederick W... 
Palmer, Herbert J. 
Parker, John W. 
Peters, Henr 
Phillips, William E. 
Pickering, Ernest H. ... 
Quick, George R. 
Rowland, George 
Russell, John F. 
Strutt, Henry 
Wallace, Sydney A. 
Wardman, John H. 
Wickham, Alick ......... 
Wilson, Edgar A. 
Wood, Percy C. _...... 
Woods, Charles T. ...... 
Alten, Hugh Fs ......... 
Ashworth, Richard... 
Baccus, Archibald J. ... 
Barlow, Richard 8. 
Bodell, William F. ...... 
Bowler, Edward P....... 
Brady, Thomas ......... 
Bullivant, Frederick W. 
Campbell, Herbert 
Campbell, William 
Cantwell, John W. 
Castle, George W. 
Chivers, Harold H. ... 
Clifford, James H. ...... 
Combellack, William ... 
Davis, William H. ...... 
Denahy, Michael ...... 
Dickson, Stephen R. ... 
Dyson, Frederick ...... 
Edwards, Arthur G. ... 
Emerson, Ernest H. ...| 
Ferguson, Albert A. ... 
Fitzsimons, Peter ...... 
Flood, James J. ......... 
Flynn, Edward H....... 
Fiyon, Aubrey N. ...... 
Flyaon, Daniel ............ 
Foster, Arthur H. ...... 
Gallagher, Bede ......... 
Gaudry, Clarence F. ... 
Geeves, Thomas .....,... 
Haines, Edmund......... 
Hardic, Henry............ 
Hayes, George W. ...... 
Heckman, George N.... 
Higgins, James ......... 
Hinks, William G. ...... 
Hogan, Reginald......... 
Holden, Frederic E. ... 
Jackson, Robert C....... 
James, Samuel ......... 
Johnson, William A. ... 
Johnston, Robert P. ... 


Babourgr 12: ssasccoscaueaseees 
Labourer ., 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Fettler 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Fettler 
Fettler 
Hettleracmivsescaets 
Gabourer =.2..5 s.0-8 
Welder i:2.catses Rea 
Labourer .. 
Labourer .. 
Labourer 
Fettler 
Welder 2. gi.ease-ce 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Fettler ......:. 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Hétbhler) [este etwas 
Tool shar penericc. cc -0-s-002 
L@DOUnGE: coset ort vee eee 
Tool sharpener. 
Labourer 
Mettler sssoans eaeeesec teasers 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Wield Gr Wuccexrwertccneteneman ee 
Labourer ... 

Welder 


Labourer ... 
Labourer ... 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer ... 
Labourer ... 
Labourer .. 
Labourer ... 
Labourer 
Labourer ,... 
Labourer ... 
Labourer 
TDD OULST aaghersicatestse sc oces 
Labourer 
TMDOULOL: seeversgiikes cose scss 
Weveler sat. aw. cersunass maheseae 
Labourer 
Labourer .. 
Labourer .. 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer .; 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer. 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer... 
Labourer 
Labourer. 
Labourer 
Labourer ....... 


13/6 per day. 
13/8 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/8 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/3 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 por day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/3 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/8 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/6 per day. 
13/5 per day. 
13/8 per day. 
13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 
13/8 per day. 
14/3 pear day. 


13/8 par day. 
14/3 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
14/3 per day. 
13/6 per diy. 
13/6 per diy. 
13/6 pear dvy. 
13/6 par day. 
13/8 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 par day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 por day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per diy. 
13/6 por day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 p2r day. 
13/6 per diy. 
13/8 por day. 


13/3 par day. 
13/6 p2r day. 
13/6 par diy. 
13/0 per diy. 
13/6 por day. 
3 por 
or 


13/6 p 


13/3 por day. 
13/8 por day. 
13/6 por day. 
13/6 por day. 
13/3 per diy. 
13/6 per diy. 
13/6 p2r diy. 
13/6 por day. 
13/6 par diy. 
13/6 por day. 
13/8 por day. 
13/8 por day. 
13/3 par day. 
13/3 p2r diy. 
13/0 per day. 
13/6 por day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 par day. 
13/6 pear day. 
13/6 par day. 
13/6 par day. 


9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 


9 


1922. 
9 Oct. 


” 


” 


- Ezzgleto 


Position. 


Rate. 


PERMANENT WAY Brincd, TRAMWAYS—continued, 


| Jones, Ernest J. ......... 


Jones, Horace. . ...... 
Jupp, Francis G.......... 
Justice, Charles A....... 
Kelly, Janes Soe. seas 
Kirkham, Joha I’. ...... 
Leal, Alexander C. ...... 
Lonergan, Albert J. 

Veh, Wi Ghtomeecasscanccds 
Maloney, Josaph Rh. 

Maloney, Michael 
Marshall, David ......... 
Marsh, Walter H. 
Mason, John 


Mason, William H. .... 
May, Walter Wi occccccoss 
Mensforth, Edward 1... 
Murray, Samuel ......... 
McGee, Bernard J. 

McGrath, John 
McXever, John 


MeNally, Robert J. ... 
Newman, Richard E. ...; 
Nielson, Harold HE. 
Oldroyd, Sidney 
OSshean Daniele e..: 
Parker, Leslie oo cc cc.ccss 
Pa3e02, Henry G. 
Payne, Alexander H.... 
Poulter, Kenneth W.... 
Quill Jolin eee eerie: 
Quilkey, Jamas 
Reeve, Vincent P. ...... 
Riddle, Lewis 
Richardson, Arthur J. ..| 
Rollanson, Thomas i 
Rous2, Wallace L. ...... 
Royston, Francis 
Sims, Thomas W. ...... 
Smith, James -........... 
Solvam, FOSS. .stescces ee 
Stevens, Joshua ..... west 
Strath, William ~.;...... 
Stuboeriald, Albart J... 
Warzehin, Herbert R... 
Warwick, G2orge 
Whites, Arthur H. 
Astill, Augustus A. 
Bartimote,-Mort......... 
Blann, Sydney 8. 
Branston, Charles 
Burgoine, Alfred 
Cronberg, John .........| 
Dandas, Albert E. ...... 
Robert I. ... 
Gibson, Thomas ......... 
Green, William H. ...... 
Gunn, William C. 
Heath, William ......... 
Hill, Frederick H. ...... 
Hoppiaz, William ...... 
Hyslop; (George: ...t...- 
eas; Samust le ce o.cccs- 
Lewis, Francis Av ...... 
Mitiles Waza OF ec cccc 
Lock, Alfred: Sins ccchenes 
Morgin, Charles R. ... 
MzDonald, Allan......... | 
McMahon, Hillery E.... 
Nevin, Jeremiah 
Palmar, Jam2s ~......... 
Partridge, Herbert R. 
Quinoa, JOH Nececes.ss 
Rifferty, Timothy J.... 
Rush, Patrick ........00+ 
Sheridan, Daniel 
Sih, cL OUMIEN py sceeseceeicces 
Brown, George A. ...... 
McCarthy, William 
Sandebarg, Robart F.... 
Smith, Stanley M. ...... 
Spiaks, Robert A. i... 
Stead Jona Ao yo cccsnes 
Stuart, Edward G. ... 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer .... 


Labourer 


- Labourer 


Labourer 


Labourer .... 


Labourer 
Labourer 


Fettler ... 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Fettler 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer .... 


Fettler 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Fettler 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Lab durer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


| Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer .. 
Labourer .. 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer .... 


Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer .... 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer ... 
Labourer ... 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Tarelfall, Robert W. ...! Labourer 


Turton, Ernest ......... 
Wilson, William F. 

Williams, Joseph P. ... 
Williamson, William J, 


Labourer 
Labourer 


teeter eeneeneees dene 


Serer fees sees 


«wm eee cccesccnces on 


Pabouvter viaincs.ss0e 


Labourer 


oreo Ded ereee errors 


13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6. per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 


| 13/6 per day. 
| 13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 


| 13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6, per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6. per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 


REMOVALS. 
Date. Name. Position. Rate. | Remarks, 
1922, SECRETARY’S BRANCH. 
LeOct Mason; Arthur Ws s.icsuseesstsisccdaverealt (CLETI. vesceceee seseecsecsesesese| £298 Por annum { Resigned. 
1922. LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH. 
4 Sep. | Hilton, Edward ...........0.sesssecssevers) FITOMAM.. .....4.00000.002,000] 16/- per day:.....( Dismissed) 
2 Whatley; JAMES! soss.c. oeecen eee eens DLLVOU nec ues coe Ronee tare 20/- per day. ...| Retired. 
26) Sy Poole; Hrederick......-000. Jo f TULL ........0..0s000eeeeeeee| 2/Ogz per hour....| Dismissed. 
30. ,, Butler, Paul ........ sevice fi Pevelip CLOANCID nicest gasatesteesaeeyes 13/6 per day Dismissed. 
2 Oct. | Corkill, William ............... RS A Boilermakers’ apprentice | 3#{d. per hour ...| Resigned. 
2s Sternbeck, James E. ........ Hetecssctves| OUPIKED sey, .ssrsctcssseceseeeeo| L/ LOL? por hour..| Resigned. 
3 55 Rake, Phillipe sceccts-.:s0vee4 Utesseie| Blacksmith 4 2/57, per hour...| Dismissed. 
S53 Nichols, Charles .............. Srendateeeas| IRbER Mipdceeteces a. csreceovate 2/75 per hour...| Deceased. 
3 55 Hudson, Harold ...... Carriage builders’ assistan‘| 1/114 per hour.) Resigned. 
45,; Kercher, Edward ...... acedestineceneas .| Fitters’ apprentice .........| 1/4: per hour...! Discharged. 
5 145 Doutty, Archibald ..... et cet Eiletmaanias cans, ee 14/- per day...... Resigned. 
5 ys Buchanan, John ............2.068 Seeundees Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/4, per hour...| Discharged. 
5 McKean, John .,,....... Shasta Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/4, per hour...| Discharged. 
Ss; Mose Thomas 2.8..ec 0.200000 Reesor nice Boilermakers’ apprentice | 3}%d. per hour...| Resigned. 
5 » O’ Neill, Thomas ....... sesecccoseaccececeee| ESCGCT V.eseceverseceecveceeeee| 2/O%8 Der hour....| Resigned. 
ee 


21493—B 


155 


10 


Date. Name. | Position. Rate. | Remarks, { 
1922. LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH—Ccontinued. 
7 Oet. | Burna, Percival csis..cessossessaseess PUTOMAN, devwsscecvassasosssse| LO/“DET GAY ...305% Dismissed, 
Fy Phillips, Moses ......,.s00see8s itis shesee GUO ORS Sr ache wears sssaseaese) 2/6; per hour...) Resigned. 
733 Gilhoolly, Michael ........... denewers Machinists’ apprentice......| 4/,;d. per hour...) Resigned. 
i SF Gillard, Harry CIOATIOD A cen aceses aascees ..+-| 18/6 per day......! Dismissed. 
fis | Cunneen, John... SURE ASAERRAGANE Case Fitters’ labourer ............| 1/11,4 per hour; Dismissed, 
i Gant | Leete, Alfred ..%:.. Rae Ves geadetaaspoce GIGATED Sit eaccarscsnapeetes ....| 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
Cer Furlong, Edward... Fuelman .. ..1..| 14/- per day......) Resigned. 
8.3 Griffiths, Archibald Shop boy .. 8/3 per day ......| Resigned. 
9 5; Wuson,. Willian: 2S csteecrinsasccocees tac Cleaner ........ ssas.-| 13/6 per day ...| Resigned. 
Pe Bere ADIL, 6. ccnaceatyepeeees stan ocsmsctees WielmMan 1) esccscesascssecrees|\ 0 /~ MOL Cayuse ay Resigned. 
et QO’ Connors: W Ulam tiayasces.ssceeeacc-a3e Carriage builders’ appren-| 1/4y', per hour....! Discharged. : 
tice. 
10-3 Ropson, John th cvecesassassctws Sasinee es Carriage and wagon fitter, 2/443 per hour...! Retired. 
10>G% Gnignion, Joseph P. WiUbETD) Sanne cena svbag tea toe? 2/55, per hour...} Resigned. 
LB035 MeLeod, Norman” ¥yiiact sees sh esoaaes sas Carriage builders’ appren-| 1/4; per hour...| Discharged. 
tice. 
18,3 Walsh, William H. ........... Leseeesaasann Plumbers’ apprentice ......| 5%4d. per hour....| Resigned. 
14.4; imelhainz, Adam SOTEVETs Skee nce eacitcatecece 20/- per day......! Retired. 
146.7 Butler, Waltef .......... Fitters’ apprentice .........| 1/41; per hour...| Discharged, 
14. ,, Kemp, gseple, 6 caseestecsstescess aves Fitters’ labourer ............ 2/- per hour.......| Resigned. 
tee; Hallahan, Cacil: vo tiicctesssyecre sssester Fitters’ apprentice ......... 6d. per hour.......| Resigned, 
AG; Longford, Alexander BULNET hits pues sodanssteaee~s 2/538 per hour...| Dismissed. 
1G-o33 Bartletty Bldney) ss.ctevesaecs.stepemennetce HGUMIEGOL © Ras emrensnanssencstes teas 2/5.’ per hour...! Dismissed. 
1g; Drew, Hordediw, mee wccetetacacedconscere Titters’ apprentice ......... 1/2, per hour...) Discharged. 
Let Krost, LasHo, iicweehiasetuewsteesceverusale Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/4,'; per hour...) Discharged. 
135) Tanner, James EeuDOUPOr! siyanestiemee acts 1/10, per hour | Resigned. 
18> 5; Mitchell, William Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 1/4, per hour...) Discharged. 
186; Hodges, Aubrey Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/47, per hour... Discharged. 
19 ,, Vane, James ...... alter ee ve oder tenance 2/55’, per hour...| Resigned. 
2005 Spencer, Ilerbert .| Fitters’ apprentice ...... 1/4y; per hour...) Discharged. 
a Doye, CUPGra  iiccunsnratnderanreen eet aaaee Cleaner ..... divduscsumiconeasss 13/6 per day...... Resigned. 
By) Ts Robinson, William WE VOULOL Aiwamncadgisencevae | 1/9; per hour...| Retired. 
ay DiMith, PaMes Visviscsecocsasareaveccersne HOVGIOBD) Ayraseees cqhene’ £453 per annum) Retired. 2 
23° 3; aenking;. Cuvesiccttocdesetescseontncecuents Fitters’ apprentice 1/47 per hour ..| Discharged. 
23 255 AUStip, TLALOM:  ieccecce ae va odes .| Blacksmiths’ apprentice ..| 1/4 y4 per hour...| Discharged. 
24, Read, Frank «| Fitters’ labourer ....... ...| 1/11, per hour | Resigned. 
pe re Dan Shbs MEME eae areae seen ceeeat tie NOW Cihtch cee cae .| 2/5s'; per hour...| Resigned. 
26; Anite, aactnur dy, | cesta aeyt cscs: GoW eT dicaectvast exec i teneee 13/6 per day ...| Resigned. 
2a; HaslonurghnSVOU cerhersaiates des seeaes vale Moulders’ apprentice ..,... 3}id. per hour ...| Resigned. 
4 a Mew tong wy alter: itiaeieseaeepscsteedsaest te SHOp POY. vat icescsmeseces ....| 1/14 per hour ...| Resigned, 
a et Hill, Stamlevs 5), SN Acetone iucsannac Plumbers’ apprentice ...| 3¢4d. per hour....| Resigned. 
80 ,; Waodhara brane  tacceeserisosgeeecens Fitters’ apprentice ......... ' 1/4), per hour...) Discharged. 
86714 Boyd, Tuguxld) omobistce scence ener ¥ Gall) DOU ass Lescomen rear | 8/3 per day ...... Resigned. 
PNG Ryan, Mactin ea seescers cccareceneees PAUSE eytavt aces vee akteatess 2/44, per hour ..| Retired. 
RE: Takatan, CHuROT siicestestetaieseesesy «race Tittars’ apprentice ......... 1/4¥, per hour...) Discharged, 
2 e4 McKenzie, JOH ..c...cescerrsserecess.sees| Litters’ apprentice <........ 1/4,, per hour...| Discharged. 
a (Neill -Gidney.\ -vehiiicgnvtas.-nses. ostene | Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/4, perhour ..| Discharged. 
2 a POrran  DIACHOW Riheereereisacceticriooes Painters’ labourer ......... | 1/934 per hour...| Retired. 
$2 NeArbhat, A licad Ossesemerscussncrmet: tS UPHCRTO a tac oodacapcedtaaees 1/10}¢ per hour.!. Resigned. 
Lee Bya, Align-. pe seemvedetvves hte psvc-t ce ; Oxy-acatylene weldars’ ap-| 9/44. per hour....| Resigned. 
prentice, 
BS Fy Cobban, Leslie SHO MOOV ES takes veatarea tens 1/5, per hour...| Resigned. 
3 5 Pickering, Marl Patternmakers’ apprentice) 1/4/, per hour...| Discharged. 
ey Lauder, Henry SHOP SHOY iret cos vecea toate ee 1/3 per hour Resigned. 
ots Mapahalty Willigitt \2scati tesa pascuences sek Bel€ repairer ..c.essecseaecs 1/11, per hour..| Resigned. 
ae Pronfind, Eatin (perracetrsccs sweetener Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/9;*; per hour...| Discharged, 
0 has Pedder; Mlarwaod' eecmescectescsaes- joa) IULEE “Fieeanimrnss gh as ohvass 2/535 per hour.,.}| Dismissed. 
a5 Lambert, Frank ... ..| Labourer .. ..| 1/9 per hour...| Resigned. 
a4 Hudson, Walter ... ..| Blacksmith . | 2/575 per hour...| Deceased. 
o 5, Maloney, Nighael” 22405.ti-rerc.cxs odtee | Cleaner ........%. 13/6 per day ...! Resigned. 
heey Wards AT ihr eter Ree rete ees ae ieWahiourar eet ss coce nee 1/9;4 per hour...| Resigned. 
1 8 among: Jobin. jismcsrectcrascceconneny | Machinists’ apprentice | 6d. per hour ..| Resigned. 
LO Glasshraok, Thomag ili ceicsscaseceeee Electric welder ..,......... 2/Ss’s per hour...| Resigned. 
i aie BIUNDAO, SVGNOY crelsers steve derdeteeueatn Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/4), per hour...| Discharged. 
1g ee Grahgity, Azar cesta netscnesesss vices PUPEVGT  hiseck sacttocngaen tes rece 20/- per day...... Resigned. 
Mee. Trotter, Arthor.<..:; Washoutman 15/- per day...... Tiesigned. 
bags Seymour, Alexander . Striker <...se.o8 1/10}9 per hour..| Deceased. 
PPARs Nathhewa, POD Fic iiccscscsessesesiaeceete| Boilermaker 2/643 per hour...| Deceased. 
Pons Har Vay, iQnied Gace el ooes cee nko ee Structural steel worker ...| 2/4,°, per hour...) Retired. 
io ae Menlsht. ic wit | eerreeen che) acesce bo Maehitnistret tae catteeeeee 2/5. per hour...| Resigned. 
7S alr Coulter. ahclisinh, Seeeracsecee we. ateeeee | Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/4, per hour...) Discharged. 
TSO ON Dawd, Walber.ce 2 ereeiae .t-cc.0c cess | Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/4; per hour...| Discharged. 
Louis pinith, Cecil iva: tecpien tetscceav cae nsees | \CTGAMECT: sai,ters no sacaata ee eine 13/6 per day Resigned. 
ge ary Mclean, William John . ...| Travelling inspector ...... £343 per annum..| Retired. 
tres Quina, Phoamas, 2:22. .| Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/4, per hour...| Discharged. 
167 4 Cogarbes.Alived: Peeiiyasss acesecse ses Carriage builders’ appren-| 1/4,, per hour...| Discharged. 
tice. 
ji oe Locke? Dinu ..., jecseedeceterscasace tees AU QEMEE tc rate-uscascansdeeeeses 2/533 per hour...| Deceased. 
20 ,, Porter, Noel ...... Op bovine ate as cre eee 8/3 per day ...... Resigned. 
SO r Wallace, Ja nos Mires) Meet ade eee a 15/- per day...... Resigned. 
208 Innes, PAMGs ...s..cdeeaeeobecrsrenevevenes Structural steel workers’) 3$}4. per hour....| Resigned. 
apprentice. 
7 JOHNSON, OMITIES Senearsescetarscccttees EADOULCE. Hinececesgusedueeaves 1/10,/; per hour..| Resigned. 
2208 Wilzon, William . 3. 2oge.eeescanewss tenets Potllermaker Vy. cs voseswesss 2/535 per hour...| Resigned. 
24, Bruce, Both” oc.cevereebrencsucascened oe Blacksmiths’ apprentice ..| 1/2, per hour...| Discharged. 
OG a Norris, Walter: (everest cee QUAN ER SE ne ee 13/6 per day ...| Resigned. 
235 oy Erigsall. Reginald! Weactee, cecde orc nces Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/4, per hour...| Discharged. 
25 Cigusen,-aliced Co atic ees sacs eee renes Lj@DOUPCH Sei .c25 0 ens cceeces es 1/943 per hour...| Resigned. 
254; Collins, Sidney BIReKSMith, ar...c.scere conte 2/55 per hour...| Resigned. 
2a e Prideaux, John BUGLE a feneoan te eens eee 2/5,', per hour.,.| Resigned. 
25° a4 Randall, Perey WOTIVER aecccacaseapraeconte ne 20/- per day...... Retired. 
oy ee Lane, Charles Pireminn geste 16/- per day...... Resigned. 
Bee Allon, Wrederick |, ecs.see.scseodeeeneneac: Cleaner i. sc.scsaseot eee 13/6 per day...... Resigned. 
8 5 foness Owelsuswissecscaimetearseernet: LAbOULCE. s.r cccereeee 1/97 per hour...| Resigned. 
30; Jo Biller; WWalters. eet t eee ‘Blgekemithy set eee 2/50, per hour...| Resigned. ca 
1 Dee. | Townley, John W. Principal timekeeper ...... | £428 per annum] Retired. 
i TAA Searl, John K, Machinists’ apprentice 4;,d. per hour..,| Resigned. 
ie, Stutley, John ... Uriel’ jasscseabraecacterete 1/11,; per hour | Deceased. 
ero Holden, Eric Call bo¥ Sica 5/8 per day ...... Resigned. 
5 Baddocks cA cehurs eetee eee pee eer ESHOURSE, occa eee 1/10; per hour | Resigned. 
5 es DLorgan, Warold’ 2... .crewadacchecoteeerecse| Cleaner ac. he1 kee eee 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
br Bilas, Alem ge satssasrediemeen censure Fitters’ apprentice 1/4; per hour,..| Discharged. 
(ea: Linh (ROVal ice 5, ieee co ees ee Fitters’ apprentice .... 1/4;, per hour...| Discharged. 
Cie oe Bourne JODN y. ots eee .| Labourer 1/9;; per hour...| Resigned. 
Bs Smith, Richard ... .| Punxper 16/1 per day...... Retired. 
Dua Bryson, LOrnes) | Sersrccs ssa cette ee nee Wagon builder 2/4; per hour..,.| Resigned. 
Dias; Ropson PErnesti) {o7.c.cseacengeeereeaucecs Dt VER cetaith weteaeewanee cs 20/- per day...... Resigned. 
Bk ay Ross; Charles! atest te.crsaces enone Buri ker hte, oe 1/10} per hour | Resigned. 
Bars LAER ORR JETS) irene enet ener apenas 7" Gates Shop boy 114d. per hour...} Resigned. 
ee PGNCE SMEAR KS Veieaa esas ean sateen eee Labourer 1/9;*; per hour...) Resigned. 
Le: oe Johnson, Benjamin Boilermakers’ helper ...... 1/11, per hour | Resigned. 
I> %; Keating, William Padmaker 1/9; per hour...} Retired. 
ES GO’ Grady, JOnN. oc. 00.0 } Oiler sc. ceeds 1/9#4 per hour...| Resigned. 
18.25 Baikie, Alexander abbot e2ere vc ccake csaosecass, 2/555 per hour...}| Resigned. 
23) 4 Mills, Taonard oe. s  s.saeee eaeree Fitters’ apprentice .... 1/4, per hour...| Discharged. 
‘ = Allen, George: sees. seccast ase ere RAO Teh oe, sos deoe sins 2/533 per hour...| Resigned. 
Alig Feening, Henry ...............+ Storeman ........... satus 1/11;4 per hour | Resigned. 
ce HathosCyrileeeecs cee Brick-arch cleaner ......... 15/6 per day......| Resigned. 
by ee Mylecharane, Thomas  ........ecceeseee-| DYIVEF .......cccececeeseeseee.| 20/- per day......| Deceased. 
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Shaw, William T. 
Hannan, Leslie’ 5.0.60. cissisceskauscth 
Webber, Charles ............. derate so teres 
Smith, Sydney G. 

Lewis, Frank ...... 
Easton, Robert 


Pagett, Conald D. 
Welch, Arthur C, 
Winter, Charles 

sonnson;, Cecil 8....3.-.s0cecnsapessdbanih 
Millgate, Arthur W. 
Watson, James 
Blaize, William 
Truscott, James ... 
Gallagher, James... 
Bales, Joh <.-2..<c. 
Talbots Walter-. --2:2 0.2. .cctceatgsspeisen 
Taylor, Kosephe os io... < co.cc cceegesbes pase 
Williams, William 


Omeeeeaeeces Cor ene ee neee 


heen meceaee 


reece newer ener tenene 


| Robertson, John ............... Sinaceencoos 


Kawelmacher, George 
Pickering, George 
Stanton, Herbert... 
Wherritt, Alfred . 
Keefe, James ...... 
NAW, PAMES ict csccueccecsccucaescett cacere 
Harrison, Herbert ............ sinapeses. ise 
Fiart,, THOMAS S iicaccccacceccongeeebercapes 
Patterson, Albert 
Miller, Stanley G. 
Foreman, William 
UGE J OSEDING . cc. ceesenccesecs 
Crebbin, Henry 
Stubbs, John R 
Derry, William ... 
Gallagher, William 
Moore, James .............0.. 

Binion, Wdward! ..........-c.essceusdosesan 
Bagnall, Andrew J......<...<s.ss¢accsses “ 
Duggan, Samuel A..........ccsssveasonnres 
Martin, Alfred J. 


Peeeeer errr rrr sy 


errrrrrete tori r ror ry 


wp acecccseeee been escceees 


J Smith, George .......ccsecocepee Escher sare es 


Mooney, John Bizz ccsccccecscpaverassncces 
Falconer, Theodore 
Wilroy, Joseph) .cc-s.. 
Finn, Brie Ma... 
SHMtM eS ON Hines. ccoceveswareeeetreney 
Townsend, George 
Deane, Claude 
Byrnes, Kenneth 
Askell, Herbert 
Bedford, Francis 
Wise; Catherine Ge 2.2 ...scseteaveeyes'sss 


Peete ree nee sere seserecos 


Shirvington, Clarence  ............e00008 
Winnell, Thomas ..... = 
Wigley: George He to... cotcsacsacneanase 
Moores Wallis Hi fo.) ea cca becadentte 
Purner, James. Jo ciscscscesaagueess Sener 


Honeysett, Hannah 


rene eee oreeeeesesees 


Deas, James 
OL Connors riches cone ookes kibwadacsccsy 
Wooler VAC: ceccccasecs cesses es Beep resecarte 
Fenton, Adeline ... 
Costello, Frederick 7, 
Roberts, William............... bee pam paies 
Cooney, Thomas J. 
Holloway, William 
BUSH, ECV Vda Dieceucctcetnty nesses seoncse 
OlConnors Cyril By aoc ccsseccenececosenses 
Lingard, John T 
OW Pe ELCDIV is tranatspsccssune sbee ce 
Wood, Edward J. 
Renn, William 8, 
Barwick, Cecil 
Turnbull, Frank 
Pender, Thomas A. 
Warr purMnestcA ae va, scocvessceasaea coe pane 
Butlers Wimilys hy. wcccevecsaccssossevaere 


pee c cesar eeeeeeenses 


a eee me neceereresseeeorcs 


Pree e rere or errr ress 


Davishewilllamt Ms Jicccc.cessessceswsscous 
Shoobert, Clifford ...........svgsceeseseos 
Gannon, PUOMAS) ...c-scsscsnceecsees oer 
McAteer, James W. 
Jocelyn, Arnold L. .. 
WMC SATAY! vice y isnies <jereia olveietioie saje siete 
Kearsey, LOuls Ry. v.sccene cpospepswe coon 
HOO peasy Aree gepateeeenuae hs eases sto cast 


PVOUNZ, (J OSCDA Ae uovapesste ek opi beeunes cote 
WialshsPTAncige sc . crc bes pwosnestcenpecakt 
Treweeke, Richard ........ Fat Auer on 
Saunders, dwin F. 
Viney, James. ......... 
MckKervey, John 


Alexander, Emanuel 
Bonus, Rachel 


Peet eee tee eeeeenes 


Peete nen ee eeeeeeeneeenee 


Barke, JOSCPO.  aasscncitwancint>eoeoesneens 
Williamson, Kathleen. .....:2,.sesepseses 
MOOD ee LiL Via who lacna cudeics ve asses te opaitte eta 
Orhieary, Jeremiah .....c;scccrcseeseosec es 
BeAr gO; GEOTRE 7... -cotdepeseuses recs 
MclIlquham, Vrederick 
Bale, Thomas A. 


HERI DELY) NOL Asi ccsaciics esas ceveees oneels 
MoNamara, DOWN Je) siscccsscrcccssesen 
MERHOT MALTY: As i yscucsc<cessteaseee eras 


PERMANENT WAY BRANOH, RAILWAYS. 


Anglesmith . 
Labourer 
Fettler 
Fettler 


ereerrrr er tree e errr ry) 


A pene eseeewereserscsanes 


Deen eee seme eeeereceanees 


etm eee d need eter ewense 


ence ne see ewes eenreenens 
Serr erer erro reer erey 
Prerer teeter ere eet eee e ey 
Prete eetet terre 


Fettler 


Dene m ee ee see cee eseseees 


Plumbers’ apprentice 
Fettler 
Fettler 


Be pee ete wewesesesserens 


15/8 per day 

13/6 per day 

13/6 per day ... 
14/- per day...... 
14/- per day...... 
13/6 per day ... 
14/- per day...... 
13/6 per day ... 
13/6 per day 

13/- perday ...... 
13/6 per day ... 
13/- per day....., 
15/6 per day ... 
14/- per day...... 
2/634 por hour. .. 
13/- per day...... 
14/- per day...... 
14/- per day...... 
2/535 per hour .. 
16/+ per day...... 
13/6 per day .., 
14/- per day..,.... 
13/6 perday ... 
14/- per day...... 
14/- per day...... 
13/6 per day ... 
18/- per day...... 
14/- per day...... 
13/- per day...... 
2/5%% per hour .. 
13/6 per day ... 
14/- per day...... 
2/56 per hour .. 
13/6 per day 

13/6 per day ... 
2/5§% per hour .. 
14/- per day...... 
13/6 per day ... 
14/- per day...... 
14/- per day...... 
13/6 per day ... 
1/9; per hour .. 
13/6 per day .. 
14/- per day...... 


TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 


Junior porter ...,.....0.5.6% 
Lad gatekeeper 
Lad gatekeeper 
Junior porter ... 
Adult shunter 
Ballast guard 
DEP ICU is ias cover trucsccuests 
Junior porter 
EOEUCEN site et eroetacecescesxs 
Leading porter.....,......... 
Gatekeeper 


Peter ewweeneees 


Oe erenerencoeee 


Pe deeeerscwcccs 


De eeeeeeeeeesnenes 


Junior porter 
Junior porter ... 
Porters case leceans 
Leading porter 
Porter 


Beene cree eeeeeeeseosenes 


Des eeereeesorsceee 


BIQNGUNANY yc sessseovcocsees 
Lad gatekeeper 
Lad gatekeeper 
Gatekeeper 
Porter 
Clerk 
ae 3) ies Ree pe Ne ge 
Car conductor ..............5 
Junior porter . 
Adult shunter 
Car conductor 
Goods porter ............... 
Ticket collector 
Roeliel OMGEr: 51.2. ..asecevenss 
Adult shunter ... 

Adult shunter ... 

Junior porter 
Porter 


ete tere neee 


Settee sere eens 


Poeer rr ere cerry 


pe eeeeeeeees 


Feet e eee eeeeeeserenee 


Gatekeeper 
HAT errtor. cree ces poewencccs 
Car conductor 
BOnopy Cin Wise cei cessonns 
Junior porter 
Gatekeeper 


Peewee en eeeeseeees 


oe ete w eee eneee 


POTCCR se ccssupesbinpences seee 


Pere reer reer errr 


Junior porter 
Junior clerk BS 
Station-master 


Guard 


eee rre errr errr ee Serres 


eee eee Teer) 


POPEEL  S .scrccy Sapo oboreesyoe 
Gatekeeper 
Gatekeeper 


POELGr W505 ous) sea neaeses seat 
Junior porter ... 

Leading porter 
Head porter 
Junior porter 
GBARES 5. oc ccy es oss tes eoslese st 
AUDORGERE. os sorspeeseeseees 


7/- per day 
4/6 per day ...... 
3/11 per day...... 
8/1 per day ...... 
14/6 per day 
15/- per day...... 
£208 per annum 
4/6 per day ...... 
13/6 per day...... 
14/- per day...... 
4/5 per week and 
10/3 rent. 
9/9 per day 
7/- per day 
13/6 per day 
14/- per day...... 
13/6 per day...... 
29/7 per week 
and quarters. 
17/- per day...... 
7/- per day 
7/> per day ...... 
22/3 per week ... 
13/6 per day...... 
£258 per annum.. 
13/6 per day 


13/- per day...... 
By A Per day s..0c0 
14/6 per day...... 
13/- per day...... 
14/- per day,..... 


13/6 per day...... 
£318 per annum.. 
14/6 per day...... 
14/6 per day...... 
7/- per day ...... 
13/6 per day...... 
41/4 per week 
and quarters, 
18/- per day...... 
16/6 per day...... 
13/- per day...... 
14/- per day...... 
7/- per day ...... 
4/5 per week and 
10/3 rent. 
13/- per day...... 
4/5 per week and 
10/3 rent. 
13/6 per day...... 
13/- per day...... 
£438 per annum.. 
9/9 per day ...... 
£127 per annum 
£338 per annum.. 
and quarters. 
17/- per day...... 
19/2 per week 
and quarters. 
13/6 per day...... 
14/8 per week... 
4/5 per week and 
quarters. 
14/- per day...... 
3/11 per day 
14/- per day...... 
15/6 per day 
7/- per day. 
15/- per day...... 
32/5 per week ... 


Retired. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Dismissed. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Dismissed. 
Discharged, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigied. 
Dischirged. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Dismissed. 
Dismissed, 
Dismissed, 
Dismissed. 
Resigned, 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Discharged. 


Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Retired. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Deceased, 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Res'‘gned. 
Retired. 
Retired, 
Resigned, 
Dismissed, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned, 
Retired. 


Retired. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned, 
Dismissed. 
Retired. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 


Retired. 
Retired. 


Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Date. | Name. Position. Rate. Remarks, 
1922. TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS—continued. 

6 Nov. | Bower, Waltetiviceescccecseessedeusecens wie WAtChMOB s.2oenrpiscscacecses { 14/- per day...... | Retired. — 

See Brooksby, Arnold tc-.---.5 sues beaten DUNIGT POLtEL vs .cecis scasecss 9/9 per day......| Resigned. 

Oo, Buckley; Nathaniel ..........csse0cesesses Portbetaitiase. ten acteons seeseoms 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 

Ome, Clarke; William Ay sicsccsscesdoasataec owe Nightiaficeres scesnssescces £258 per annum | Resigned. 

9 7; Pifoot, Bernard. .....cacesccsssasedeceseseos EP OPGEKt. vane aceaepeacasveneese 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
ibe aa McCaffery; James | ..cccsenessneanenunsscne Head Porter (s.c.cs cence sneal 15/6 per day......) Resigned. 
TE, Hopping, George.... Junior porter . 9/9 per day......| Resigned. 
ives Irwin, George H. .. Goods guard 16/6 per day......| Retired: 
1S Heaton! Richard’ Wisse tee Jimior porters wee. 8/1 per day .....| Resigned. 
1b ee Newell Angelina. csccssaerseesedescsssst} Gatekeepery. inset stecasstae ee 23/< per week .... Deceased. 
LG Treestone, James i. .........scccssseeees JUNLOF POLLEN kawead seine ccne ee 3/5 per day...... | Resigned. 
eee Richardson) Alberts cceeeie Clerk eee ee | £298 per annum | Resigned. 
13 oes Osborne, ETancis ws. eecaceione setae ast POTUEY ones Susdewsbscdaswerscas 13/6 per day...... Resigned. 
18 aa, McNally, James crcpencsceatenduscen tence’ Adult shunter ............... 14/6 per day......) Resigned. 
18°55; INGER JOST, Aste ccodecnacoenceesa seb enend: Gatekeeper yaessnessecsscscs 7/7 per week and) Resigned. 

quarters. | 
18 ,; Devlin, Alice cccccs.scscveces are seae ence Gatekeeper ...............0--- 4/5 per wees and) Resigned. 
quarters. 
20 ee Dunstan, Theodore. j..c:..0..1.0+ce0e+-eae Night efficeriicin ces seoce £258 per annum | Resigned. 
20 ,, Tetlow, Albert di <ssectcssssecseeereeecsnce Signalman, eset ese 14/6 per day...... | Resigned. 
21 Me. Norman; Reginald (-.2..4.esceeseesseeeeee JUNION POrterl..c-scccsspssce 5/8 per day ...... Resigned. 
21 es, Delforce, Martha, \.cscs.csecperasascsaceners GabeKeePe? ... jisoeccaceonscess 14/8 per week....| Resigned. 
Za Veitch; (Herbert 2c .ca.ccesetececoreseouar ee Reliéfioficer.s. soc daces-ssse £258 per annum | Resigned. 
22 55 Shipp MBrnest dipeee aces meee Porter venkat tae 13/6 per day...... Resigned. 
BY Tolley; Matilda ce... -ceeweeisemmcees Gatekeeper .........0.e0sseee- 12/- per week tesigned. 
and quarters. | 
PAY 5s Whitby. Mark ricvccstsdoucecceacsenacce Stationmaster peed sesesee £288 per annum, Resigned. 
and quarters. | 
Dn: Berman, James iiesaesenedeeen eee Signal Manyeercsemnse-caece. 18/- per day...... | Resigned. 
26 =, Millard) Charlestsse saan ee am Guard. eh ee eee 16/- per day...... Tvesigned. 
28 ieee Davidson; John Ties. eer ieceee ruard Gress kecses aconcnae 16/6 per day......, Resigned. 
29 vee Rootes; Hrancis -.2.. sarees mee teee ete ean Gatekeeper) ccscssecaccscsccee 11/7 per week | Resigned. 
p and quarters. | 
YR Vaiseys Ivan Gn ocecse eee eee eee Junior porter ..2..../-:002.- 4 5/8 per day ...... | Resigned. 

i Dec, 1) Ashworth, dmond! 5-.....05).s0-cse eee. Adult shunter eens 14/6 per day...... | Resigned. 

tal; Turfbullwobert...,.0:. Flee JUDION POLber meme eee sees 8/1 per day......| Resizned. 

2 ee Sloane Aileenies.,cseiree cece eee Attendants eet ese: 7/4 per week and) Nesigned. 

quarters. 

2, Falls, Lionel tas conerssecssccetcesdetacss | Junior porter’ ....202.000ce0 7/- per day ...... Resigned. 

2 ees Body, Charles ....... POTGEE jc cesctngceostenesserecte 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 

4%, Manning, Leslie ....... Porter y. .jccccessonecanchenteces 13/6 per day......) Resigned. 

a Sys Dodimead, Edward JUNIOL POLbeny eedescssecees 7/- per-day ...... Retired. 

ey Greens JohneGec cere ee Watchin aneee tee meta 14/- per day......| Deceased. 

Sines Dodd: Tdwald ieee eee en eee AVabcnnran esse eee ete | 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 

Dy; McIntyre; Baral cc.scsccecesctscses seeecee |) Gatekeepers. .-..ccasschessuns 18/6 per week, Resigned: 

and quarters. 

5 ae Webb: Samuel. cceeee ee Porter o.,-eess tee eee 13/6 per day......) Resigned. 

D. aes Phillips; Wlizabeth Weec.cessssecaseoree es Gatekeeper oo csenectecccsestee 4/3 per week and| Retired. 

quarters. 

te a White, Francis. 25.2, . ecscss<sicesessmenees PorteLeicnesascaseseenseaeete® 13/6 per day...... Resign2d. 

Sas Constable, Elizabeth .................006 s) oA Chendanty, .cconecsceceaacemon 21/4 per week ...| Retired. 

9. Ee. Travis; Woric, Bs Wercere cesceseeeere ate Junioriclerk) Gilveieccssseece £184 per annum Resigned. 
oe. Gaynor; Michael Ke s.csscccccccescusteseeeeee Leading porter............... 14/6 per day......| Retired. 
1b Johnson, Alicess.s--cccacesencerea eters Cleaner itive. cccenensedtueeaus 47/6 per week ...! Resigned. 
15 ee Carrol Claude =.) eee Porter L.tcn co ee 13/- per day...... | Resigned. 
16%; Bode, Hrederick’ cisc..,.sscese steseeerses POPCCD sc. esas ae seednns wales sve 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
1S Darby, Norman................ Berto: Junior porter ese oes 5/8 per. day ...... Resigned. 
9 Sheedy, Arthur J... Ticket collector .. 14/6 per day...... Dismissed. 
20 Hill, Arthur H. ... Porters ee 13/- per day...... | Resigned. 
22 Coates; William: Facsic.ccesacscuettescsne Adulé shunter ....4..:...0..- 14/6 per day...... ' Resigned. 
20) ae Hewson, Walter nce. ener eee | Gatekeeper S'..c.4i-.csslcse 13/+ per day...... ’ Retired, 

1922 SIGNALLING BRANSI. ; 
30) Sep: Ashwortit Omerod 4:5-..5..neeesner ees Hitter’ {itis ccssanenseaseeesads 2/57, per hour ..' Retired. 

6 Oct Steel, eslioubs sc. .cscnccnesormee meneeee Carpenter ritce mean aie 2/4$ per hour ...!| Nesigned. 
9) oe Bell, Brnestivs.ccsees. coon theceree teens Fitter yicie-qcncseet cee sencen | 2/543 per hour ..' Resigned. 
Loe Ible; Henry Covensacessucsetorsteeosee Shop bovi-csesecee cece: 9,,d per hour ...| Resigned. 
LBs: Stansfield Davides-s.c-csascuckereeticmceee Patternmaker <c..2.tsccones 2/3%; per hour ..! Resizned: 
21s Day; Perey Wistar. aescessnnevcaccssasceeee Signalerector 7..cinset cece 15/6 per day <A Resigned. 
23) 5) oi Cramp) Alfred Jing entccssceserestaenaeess Electrical mechanic ...... 2/3 % per hour ..| Dismissed. 
SINOVer |) DOStING ad NOMS ma sceeraetescaescceenesee SOD DOV s-sececeeeseeee 1/1} per hour ...! Resigned. 

27 este Je Hore, JOHN ge casera sceetee WGC arenes eee eee 18/6 per day ... 

1 Decs le Brown, Charlesmn. cs ceeeeeeee ee neers PIECED: VY oocs ness tesserae 2/55 per hour :. 

2 ,, | Stephens, Robert D. ... Shop boy ... 11 4 per hour ... 

Ov, i Camacw Ernest petase-sccccstocckocsceeeesne Carpenter wsceeteeasctnceeene 2/43 per hour ...| 

1922 ELEcTRicAL BRincd, RAtiways. 
30 Sep Griffin, Edward J. ........ ess acvtsuueuerse | Electrical fitter 2/3), par hour ..| R2sizaad. 
27 Oct Reid, David) in... ..| Electrical fitter 2/5 *% par hour | R23igaed. 
5 Déc Hart, BIConts © es ..c.deeneoseeeeeeetetne i Pagins nine essen: 2/0. per hoar Resizesé, 
1922 STORES BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 

4 Dec HylandJonmeVa a mecceeeesitenan acne Storemanie.s tescncecassenecee 14/- pear day...... Dismissed. 

14 5,7 | “Morgan; John ©. eee |) Storem an 23.,cvseeax once 14/- per day...... Dis:nissed. 
1922 EstaTE AGENT'S BRANCH. 
80 Sep. | Badman, Leslie F. ..... Sa seus adeeeeaticasts Cadet ecuceccee tess ease ..( £197/6/3 perana/ Resigned. 

15 Nov. | Cazneau, Prescott Clerkin senses ..| £223 parannum..| Resigned. 

6 Dec Lodge, Edwin H. Senior inspector ..5.02.....: | £473 porannum..) Resigned. 

1922. GENERAL BRANCHES. 

14 Oct LUGS OUT MALY meee sacceavesetae ese eees | Rest House attendant ...! 16/11 per week..! Resignz]1 (R235 Houses). 
LO: Shirley, John R. .. + Messenger Sr .cresaassicensnee | 7/- per day ...... ' Discharged (Institute). 
26 Byrnes, Cecil 8. ., | "Clerk J 5, ergs ten eerueaarenassd | £298 per annum..' Resigned (Statistical). 
SOEs Aitken, Annie Sonsresccscsvsescrsrcen deren SOLICe CLOATION meg ameter | 44/- per week ..,! Resigned (Statistical). 

1 Dec Chiplin, Marie hieyeuccceactedeneee en Junior typist) .....2.62.00055 £104 perannum..' Resigned (Institate). 
BN ieee Hmimett; milly: {cs cccene este ee | Rest House attendant ...' 38/9 per week ...! Retired (Rest Houses). 

1922 TRAFFIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 

2 Julymye Deal, Bid wit WW yccsecrsssesseeee teresa ee Conductoneiasescereee ....|. 1/114 per hour..| Discharged, 
Lies Twomeyy Charles e-csssertsscs sean Oonductortannpectnceoene a eee hour...| Dismissed. 

2 Sep McRae, Leopold Gol isa asin conten Mlectnic driver) We | 2/1,4, per hour...}| Dismissed. 

8 =A Stokes id wine); Se ccsett. chee | Conductors ause he. .cscstes 1/11 #yper hour..| Dismissed. 
IRE 5 SUT RK) Sel | soantc codocnoacererecobcrmcee: Conductoniecesme ieee 1/10} per hour..! Dismissed. 
BH Hickey ,sDaniel Ric. ssr.ssaperonnen eect Conductors acre eres 1/11, per hour..| Resigned. 
AA Heal yverBierce -Poicvnn aie soens steecteteee: Blectricidrivers Mi, .ece 2/14 per hour..., Resigned. 
25 5 Nond) Arthurs merece sess, terete cee ' Conductor 1/11;% per hour..| Resigned. 
Ot ane Gulse, Francis, ety ee ssostees eceochests ' Conductor 1/11, per hour..! Retired. 
28 ,, | Carter, Albert J. ..! Conductor 1/11,4 per hour..! Resigned. 

5 Oct Preston, John F. Conductor 1/11,4 per hour..' Dismissed. 

6) 5; Stanford, Daniel Conductor 1/11,4 per hour..’ Resigned. 

Boa Coulter AMTed Te samsaneceecnueanoetesknceel Mettler aisanaccseasveverssesss 15/- per day...... | Resigned. 
ES ans Marr Vinee scp eeree dar seem eens Mettler we oceuccsecee resco 15/- per day...... Resizned. 
11 as (omearleelrederigk’ ] 2 ge. scan eee Conductors enscsctedenteses 1/10}% per hour..’ Dismissed. 
| RAR White; Alfred. Wi--s:seseestenueemee CORGUCtORS Werseseoleneccerees 1/11, per hour... Resigned. 
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Date, 

1922, 
12 Oct MiNTSEe Willan’ Hisemeemcetcesetccessscs tes: 
La 53 Hardie MALKPA soc sseeteccnccasccontacanns 
Ge. Gregarnenneth Re. s..ts...cesccesreeet 
Gis iOnem WiuLieutiy Emcee sess. noes ceo eee 
a Pe Portenus, Weslia. On 4;.0.c0.c.. eee 
Lo HUTT ANALEW id 3.7, .sa0 ce aa eee 
2Or Re Mackay, William Os 22522 esis 
20i0 ss Rostrun, William G. 
CAIN ep Coles, Charles ........ 
las Pitchforth, Athol 
2 45 Smith, Robert 
250 HOC tE ONT WE Lit. .chn.s srasteaieanecs tei 
29" 5. Warne Alexander.c..2220%csccecssseen 

JeNoy, || Billington, Teslie’ I. ..iicscseuclhsscecese 

Deyn, 1) Blackstone; Brederick W.cii jets seccecce 

A eee Williamson, FOhn ss2scesesener. caee coe 

3 3 Dunme’s Williams). css ccnsecaseeeererk 

4: 53 WiiSdns, AT Chir bere oe eee 

©? Ss Mallinson, George W. 

ae Cunningham, Neville J. 

6 Edmunds, Edmond G. ... 

Se OutridvepWilliam o.o0..c..ccuseestetwa oss 
LOL; MEdSay, AMGTOW metas costs cccmseeatecae 
LO Osborne; Aubrey’G: i...c<i.stectecsscenc 
LODE (Dales Pent youn ccna cess ees 
1 Mey Heaitclough)) Henry. aveesssccssesecseenee 
139 35 MOneS MWA tA sce ntecee ens paaeeene eee 
Eee ss Crowley, William D4 oes octeeeaes 
Us Budde DAMIEIG «. staceccencaneroeace ees 
a6) 5 Wole,, Chaves; Fite ccc cc-cen cea nates 
LG Young, Frederick T. .... A 
Sie Honey, Raymond J. .... a 
aS ee Wilcox Rrederick Ams rscs ssc se ovence 
LOLs iBeaven, Samuel Gow ocecccacdescwesesare 
pale ee McIntosh, Alexander ...................58 
2255 Mariss JOMM . cnesesasettoseccssass teeters 
at he COUISS William! Jian ss ctecccuastcecsacuttes 
PC hae Geen Charles: Wie wascscsccaseineeestesaeonee 
S0Rie. Hopers JOsephy Het Wi sscecs-ccnsessceaneces 

de Deca Carson, Carle A costcscnssteracacnseacsnts 2 

Ons WGWes OSAMU ac meaedecatesecesteseaeaeccse 

853 Lee, Harold A. ... 

OFPss Hutchinson, George H. ...... ae 

Ones. Armstrong, Christopher A. ............ 
KOs; Gregory Ernest: Wi siesce-.escscssesrees 
a Bo oe BINS, VATENUM ccaasercon staieccapecs sens 
Goss Grinlinvomns, JAMOse spcreeesee tee aes <ccunen 
16s. 5; | SOuinrssdeshion Git nance. .eckousscmesscecee 
Pal dae HROZETS sy WU WINS < trawes veedsiwsicesees cess ws 
23 ie Wardens Percuvalidruacessesseecwes svscece ces 
2B Nay Mebride; Wd wand: KC oeccccsecs wecaeces ces 
20's. Walsh Ivichatd es astessscscscedeccedsccbecs 

1922 
Zireulyan |) Hrasers PNOMAS IME sboccccsssssseeccel's 
26 Sep. Bryant, Samuel By Ws) coves. .ececae cane 
VT hadi Lenton,.Alexander D. .............00005 
23) 35 Walker Harold! Se ac.cc. pte ct nics waeuee 

8 Oct SULONG HG WATd Wa akeccdsseces eaters ents 

ter eh Pike, Dames) Pig. saasusewssess cele stitec'sn <e 
Ones Porter sPOMM So sac ene acwatesatsctieninecle's sie 
Lies Major) Leslie Wap astestcceane see sere t's 
4 ee OPH alloran a PROmASee Meer aiccccncse cscs. 
To 33 Pletcher; George. Wie Gsarcesesdeveteeoeae 
Li Ss AMES Ons LESMOn Wiss: sscaer «otvieeeien Sascwes's ; 
165. TESS NVALTRUNE Ie sree cwerieetesicidestentoves 
liGiees Turner, Michael J. . he 
Lis Lucock, Albert E. . : 
1a 23; SOI ard OMIM Lessa ante sienisteoieiteemienersaats otnrcrese 
ieee Pickering, Reginald Hs 22 vesce-s<sceanen 
ZL), Couper TROMAas! Wr... sccccusvsmeseneseas « 
Oilers IAG KIMSS DAW ML rastescamaeweesccaetsacieems nes 
30" 55 Mackingy ELAlrVirce vss ssacceseessesn smssae 

SUNOS EDaVISs CLAUGE, He cs daesscncescesenseenee 

Ong Howard, Herbert DBs. sterescsss.s+enncs 
10” Church Cecilia fessuseescctetaw chow ane st 
Aine es Walters Cla tid er Wo cvcccscact cazesccssecene 
1s 3, Sehindler, Harold Gs 7... iisecscceen+nes | 
1A er Ghate: Oscar Poe crsccnvs-sbsousccnsvsss ! 
Nias LUN Gere aMOscA cy «stescrsserute sy ce sinetes 
ae Si AnslowarAlirediaWr-srteceskes.sanemeedecees 
SOLe se RitIrsStiee Hired erickee sessccceasacscercecderee ! 
SOv a; PearsOire Cecile A iciueeewaccoradevesee 

1% Decy.|) Beamaes ab tie! Hy set. pacntesr ee cdos eaten 

ess Oliver RiChAtdy Sonccstccnseccnscertonsetss 

Die MeKinnon, Donald 

25 3s A DpleLONs, Binicg We. p-armoc.sscecssases sass 

Bs Pind V OSSD | scesecescseceacts: ats 

fh mer Peterson, William Lb. ... hoe 

an ay) | OMIM DS CLV I Btcacaacceese sce ctonsoseo. 

8. 3; Gooch; CONE O Ves cae cece caves wen smcneson 
1a 33 Pastield echo mas Oo Vccrscsesceccversesies 
1a eVAuSON,, WHLIAM | .8e. soc cesscsssiscsaus ss 
Loves. Davison, Clauds A. 
20s PTONMOT ro OMIM Alcea ccnicensesscesenidh acess 
74 Sarr TBSECR. NOTING Pesenrs ecce acct ai+ari even 
Done se Archer, Henry R. .... 
2am 5; Mathis, Wilfred T. .... ae 
2053 NUSPIONs DOSED Nisicise = cocwicieen ces cetiveces 
Pa es Ganharon;, LMciensA. cicccccseccsssevsccce 

1922. 
2) Sep. { Taylor, John G. ........ stogreedmer peers 
27 Woy.| Flynn, Thomas ..... A cactdannece suerte 
Qe DCm tl ealyaWONMM wesctcteectetsoresacecaeenos 


Position, 


Rate. 


TRAFFIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS—continued, 


CONGUCCORT <-ccscccvssacosees= ] 


Conductor 
Conductor 


sense eeeeseeserecees 


Henn eee eee w ween neeee 


Conductor... 
Conductor......... 
Ticket examiner 


errr rrr 


Seat eeeweeee 


Conductor...... 
Conductor...... 
Electrie driver 
Electric driver 


Assembler... 


Electric driver 


Conductor...... 


Clerks Oieerteis 
Ledger clerk 

Motor cleaner 
Electric driver 


Conductor...... 


Electric driver 
Junior clerk 


Conductor...... i 
Yardman ...... 


Conductor...... 


Conductors: 2)... 
Conductor...... 


Electric driver 


Conductor...... 


ee eecercecveres 


see eenenene 


ore reer rrr errs 


sete eeeereeeee 


se eececeecesees 


CONGUCEON Sa taraascacccces 
DEAVUEME Ie tac. ceevsrececeseney 
Electric driver .... 
Conductor........ 
Conductor......... don 
Hilectric driver ‘2.2.22... 
Electric driver  ............ 
Com uebommecncsssececen cats 
Conductor wr wcsccsssceceses 
Hlectric driver > oc0.2.652.06 
Hlectricidriver) <.c.-s..<-.< 
Hlectric driver’ <ioshc.. cscs 
Conductorseracctiece-ccsee sek 
Steam driver 
Electric driver 


Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 


cesecoene 


eee rer eer ere rre ress 


eee ree ree errr rrr! 


Teer ee rareeeeaeseees 


1/10}? per hour.. 
1/11;4 per hour.. 
wae per eens 
1/11;4 per hour.. 
1/11; per hour.. 
£273 per annum.. 
1/11,;, per hour.. 
1/11, per hour.. 
2/1,4 per hour... 
2/1,4 per hour... 
2/03% per hour .. 
2/0; per hour .. 
1/11,4 per hour.. 
£298 per annum 
£338 per annum.. 
9/10 per day 
2/1,4 per hour... 
1/11 4 per hour 
2/1,4 per hour... 
£76 per annum . 
ee Det heute 
- per day...... 
1/11,4 per hour.. 
1/11, per hour.. 
1/11 * per hour.. 
2/0, per hour . 
1/11;4 per hour.. 
1/11,4 per hour.. 
93/- per week ... 
2/1, per hour .. 
1/11, per hour.. 
1/11, per hour.. 
2/1,4 per hour... 
2/1,4 per hour... 
1/11,3, per hour.. 
1/11,4 per hour.. 
2/1,4 per hour... 
2/1,4 per hour... 
2/1,4 per hour... 
1/1044 per hour.. 
one per pee 
2/1,4 per hour... 
1/11, per hour.. 
1/11; per hour.. 
1/11, per hour.. 
1/11, per hour.. 
1/114 per hour.. 
1/114 per hour.. 
1/114, per hour.. 
1/11 3, per hour.. 
1/11, per hour.. 


1/11 & per hour..| 


ELECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 


PIGMAN cocuesceacekess steeenne 

Hiestrical fitters’ appren- 
tice. 

Meaner cin. ceavaseucsscsesaenes 

Cleaner. jn dcwhecwessieveesnecse 


UG Gerd Weiter deseaecee soe e ces 


Gleamenk ac mecucnieesuetecewens 
SHOW DOVrse se ceresseeccusaeess 
ADOUREE? v7. ccasvecnecs oveiee es 
Cleaner 
Cleaner ... 
Cleaner ... 
Cleaner 
Laboratory attendant 

Assistant engineer ......... 
GAD OUNEL Preeiites sen dek vante'ves 
ICUS lence asc oeiieesehieesice ioc ce 


CICA E EE nae scacmsih ocsaceenes 

Electrical fitters’ appren- 
tice. 

Fitters’ labourer ........ Sars 

aD OUTER alee ccces cence esis 

Coach painter ........0.. aise's 


Controllerman 


Carpenter 


tee center seccoree 


Sub-station junior ......... 
Electrical/funior ........0.+« 
Cleaner. ..bs avesvecvevsscteses 


Cleaner ... 
Cleaner . ae, 
Cleator aticssisssscsecsessecee 


Cleameteaesvcsesne sets cdenwenns 


Electrical mechanics’ ap- 
prentice. 
LOE ES TCT ige Eire iccndocosgecaocted 


Cleaner ... 5 

Cleaneners..cac-tontencacse= ss 

Electrical fitters’ appren- 
tice. 

CIEANCE es ve0coss0s cere ecaedistee 


2/1, per hour...} 
1/47 per hour... 


1/27, per hour... 
1/0; per hour .. 
1/5 per hour... 
2/55 per hour... 
1/0y% per hour .. 
1/25 per hour... 
1/0¥4 per hour .. 
11,4d. per hour.. 
1/107; per hour.. 
1/6 per hour ... 
1/6 per hour .. 
1/3,% per hour... 
1/23 per hour... 
1/9; per hour... 
£488 per annum.. 
1/9; per hour... 
2/643 per hour... 
1/3, per hour... 
10/,d. per hour.. 
1/0;% per hour .. 
1/4; per hour... 


1/11, per hour.. 
1/10}? per hour.. 
2/33 per hour... 
2/0, per hour .. 
2/4% per hour ... 
1/5,4 per hour... 
1/13 per hour ... 
1/9yy per hour... 
13/- per day...... 
1/3,4 per hour... 
10/,d. per hour .. 
1/0;; per hour .. 
1/0;, per hour .. 
1/9; per hour... 
1/0;; per hour . 
7rd. per hour ... 
10 /,;d. per hour .. 
1/4, per hour... 


1/2¢5 per hour... 
1/3); per hour... 
1/3, per hour... 


1/47, per hour... 
1/0 per hour .. 


PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, TRAMWAYS,. 


WCRI UM OSR AS, co). aicensles asa «sence 


Welaus li eacetiertecseneccseles 
GaDiZoW iectseemdivsacisesiecuesss 
Helio printer anid cus- 
todian of plans. 
Labourer ..... ae autos AoodbonuCG 


13/6 per day ... 
15/- per day...... 
14/9 per day ... 


13/6 per day ... 


— SS 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed» 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Deceased. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Dismissed, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Retired. 
Discharged. 


Discharged. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Deceased. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Discharged. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Dismissed« 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Discharged. 


Deceased. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Discharged. 
Discharged. 
Discharged. 


Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 


Dismissed. 


Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Deceased. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 
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1923. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW 


SOUTH WALES, 


RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


REPORT OF TILE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE QUARTER 
ENDED 31st MARCH, 1923. 


Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 6 September, 1923. 


Office of the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 
Sydney, 50th April, 1923, 


To THE HoNoORABLE THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS, — 


Sir, 


In accordance with the provisions of Section 39 of the Government Railways Act, 1912, as 
amended by the Government Railways (Amendment) Act, 1916, we have the honor to submit, for the 
information of Parliament, our Report for the quarter ended 3lst March, 1923, upon the subjects 


specified, viz. :— 


STATE OF THE TRAFFIC. 


Quarter ended} Quarter ended 


RAILWAYS. | 31st March, | 3lst March, | Increase. | Decrease. 
1923. 1922. 
Miles open wae i Dd, 2905 5,116 1343 
1923. 1922. | | 
Revenue J Passenger £1,998,2!4 ... £1,903,881 |) 5 966 861 | 63,911,471, £55,390 | 
Merchandise £1,968,647  ... £2,007,590 | 
Expenditure HED S29 O63 ooo D902 264G14 baa me. £60,563 
Train Miles run ... 5,568,399 | 5,523,582 | 44,817 
Earnings per train mile ... l4s. 3d l4s. 2d, ld, 
Expenditure per train mile 9s. Id. Ree BR a) ae ee 34d. 
Percentage— Expenditure to earnings ... 63°77 C628 ame skid 2°15 
Number of passengers 31,264,337 | 30,099,231 11,164,106 
Tonnage of goods traffic ... 1,294,764 eC EV ARE 2 dee 136,429 
Tonnage of coal and coke 1,917,485 ],805,657 | 111,838 | 
Tonnage of other minerals 327,088 301,687 25,401 
Tonnage of live stock traffic 185,767 147,326-| 38,44] 
Quarter ended| Quarter ended 
TRAMWAYS. 3lst March, | 3lst March, | Increase, | Decrease. 
1923. 1922. 
Miles open fy: ve 224) 2204EN tee .42 34 
Revenue a £928,695 | £912,770 1£15,925 
Expenditure ae £729,485 £749,813 be ae pee20, 328 
Tram miles run 7,538,963 | 7,257,464 | 281,499 
Earnings per tram mile .., 2s. 54d. PASS ThE Te ae fd 
Expenditure per tram mile ls. 114d. 2a; OFden Nor rartsce 13d. 
Percentage-—Expenditure to earnings ... 78°55 Bol Fens gstuie 3°60 
Number of passengers carried ,.. 85,020,739 | 83,840,701 |1, 180,038 


ree ree ee 
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RAILWAYS. 
II.—GENERAL CONDITION OF THE LINES AND ACCOMMODATION FOR THE TRAFFIC. 


The permanent way, bridges, buildings, wharves, and fences have been maintained in good order 
during the quarter. 


The work of re-laying, re-sleepering, and re-ballasting the lines has continued, a further supply of 
rails having come to hand. 


On the Western Line the deviation between Bowenfels and Cox’s River has made good progress, 
the excavations and footings in Marrangaroo tunnel being practically complete. The main line has been 
diverted on to the new bridge over Cox’s River. 


The duplication and regrading of the line between Lidcombe and Regent’s Park has progressed 
satisfactorily, the forming of the embankment between Lidcombe and Berala being well in hand. 


Duplication work:between Thirroul and Wollongong, on the Illawarra Line, has been proceeded 
with, the bridge at 45 m. 443 chs. being nearly finished. Thé new station buildings at Wollongong 
have been completed. The construction of a bridge over Minnamurra River has made good progress. 


The cylinders for the bridge being constructed over Cook’s River at Tempe in connection with the 
quadruplication and electrification of the railway line between Sydney and National Park have practically 
been completed, but no further work can be taken in hand for some time pending the delivery of the 
main girders. Work is about to commence at the Hurstville yard. 


The developmental work at the State Coal Mine, Lithgow, has made further satisfactory progress. 
The stone drive to connect the sumps of both shafts, for the purpose of providing a water-course, has 
been completed. A commencement has been made with the erection of the upcast steel head-frame, and 
the installation of a larger haulage, on the main and tail principle, near the upcast shaft bottom. Work 
has continued on the taking down of top coal and permanently timbering the drive. The output of coal 
from the mine for the month of February was 17,522 tons. 


The sidings to the permanent truck sheds and the erection of the power control station at the 
Terminal Grain Elevator, White Bay, have been completed. The installation of electric lighting and 
appliances is approaching completion. 


Further progress has been made on the work of constructing a tunnel for electrical transmission 
cables under Sydney Harbour from Longnose Point to Greenwich. On the Longnose Point side 532 feet 
of concrete arch adjoining cylinders in underlay, 203 feet of concrete side walls, 330 feet of flooring, and 
187 feet of cast iron lining has been completed. In the top underlay at Greenwich 86 feet of concrete 
arching, 115 feet of side walls, 201 feet of brackets and flooring, and 104 feet of concrete arch on the 
Greenwich side of cast-iron cylinders have also been finished. 


"The conversion of the tramway line from Woollen Mills, Parramatta, to Baulkham Hills and Castle 
Hill, to a railway, has been completed, and the line was opened to public traffic on the 28th January last. 


Other important works to provide additional accommodation for the traffic have been proceeded 
with during the quarter. 


City AND SuBURBAN EveEctric RAILWay. 


"Satisfactory progress has been made with the construction of this railway during the quarter. 


A commencement bas been made with the work of lowering the water-mains at the site of the 
Cleveland-street bridge. The clearing of the site for the North Concourse at Central Station is in hand, 
and excavation work is being proceeded with. The western approach to station has been cut through to 
Eddy-avenue, but has still to he widened on the western side. The eastern and western retaining walls 
from Central Station to Eddy-avenue have been excavated and concreted up to ground level ready for 
re-setting of masonry facing. The foundation for abutments and piers of the Eddy-avenue bridge on each 
side of the street have been excavated to rock, and concreted to ground level. 


Work has been pushed forward on the retaining walls from Eddy-avenue to Hay-street, and from 
Hay-street to Campbell-street. On the former section—a length of about 760 feet—the masonry facings 
have been carried up from fourteen to sixteen courses high ; concreted and rubble hacking placed to 
fourteen courses high. On the Campbell-street section the foundations on each side of the area have been 
excavated and concreted to ground level ready for the setting of masonry. 


The abutments on each side of the Hay-street bridge have been concreted up to the springing level 
of the arch, and the masonry facing is in hand on the south side ; about fifteen courses have been carried 


up at eacn end. No further work has been done on the Campbell-street bridge pending the removal of 
the resumed buildings. 


The excavation work on the Liverpool-street station site has made somewhat slower progress than 
previously, as the work done has consisted mainly in forming the bottom of the cut and station platforms ; 
also in cutting and trimming rock for the’areh skewbacks and subways. Satisfactory progress has been 
made with the construction of the double line tunnel at Liverpool-street to carry the Up and Down 
City Hast tracks. 


The excavation work for the Eastern Suburbs tracks by open cuts has been pushed forward, and 
economical results are still being obtained by the Bucyrus drag-line excavator and steam navvies. 


- RaILway 
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RaILway CONSTRUCTION. 


The construction of new lines of railway has been proceeded with as follows :— 


Glenreagh to Dorrigo of es 4h ae ce aes 

Macksville to Raleigh . se er c Fa ay si 20 54 
Regent’s Park to Cabramatta a as or ose 5 8 
Regent’s Park to Enfield Marshalling Yards.. ‘ ‘i aa 3 0 
Sydenham to Botany ... ‘xs obs Her na + * 6 16 
Gilmore to Batlow ie 22 0 
Barmedman to Rankin Springs (opened. to public trafic, 8th Januar 'y, 

1923) oF as at se a 54 
Griffith to Hillston —... ast: ee Snes ne pais er 66 12 
Tarana to Oberon Pe sai iy a oes sas si 16 0 
Molong to Dubbo Lae ne aie Be ro ae 80 0 
Coonabarabran to Burren Junction vay ee Pee ve es 95 29 
Binnaway to Werris Creek... fr 74 ae ae Fe 99 70 
The Rock to Pulletop ... ie sas ry a was ae 25 79 


On the section Glenreagh to Dorrigo the earthworks are about three-fourths done, and the bridges 
and culverts are approaching completion. Platelaying has progressed to Lowanna Station Yard, a distance 
of 20 miles, but is now in abeyance waiting for the erection of the concrete piers at Bobo Creek, which 
work is in hand. ‘he bridge over the Nambucca River, on the section from Macksville to Raleigh, has 
been completed. Traffic has now been extended from Raleigh as far as Urunga. 


Satisfactory progress has been made with the work on the sections Regent’s Park to Cabramatta 
and Regent’s Park to Enfield. On the former section the erection of the Prospect Bridge has been com- 
pleted and forming between Prospect Creek and Cabramatta is well in hand. Between Regent’s Park and 
Enfield platelaying and ballasting are being proceeded with. On the extension from Sydenham to Botany 
the embankment on either side of the old Botany Road is being raised to the altered levels for the over- 
bridge to be provided at this point and a commencement made with the erection of a steel bridge over 
Shea’s Creek. Platelaying on the section from Gilmore to Batlow has been finished to the terminus at 
Kunana, and the erection of station buildings and trucking yards is in hand. Goods traffic is being hauled 
over the line. The extension from Barmedman to Rankin Springs was completed and opened to public 
trafic on the 8th January last. With the exception of the station buildings and the water supply at 
Hillston, practically all work has been finished on the line from Griffith to Hillston. 


Platelaying on the section from Tarana to Oberon is nearing completion, and the erection of the 
permanent bridge over Fish River is in hand. Between Dubbo and Molong platelaying has progressed to 
beyond Yeoval Station, a distance of 374 miles, and ballasting is now in hand. The cylinders for the 
bridge over the Macquarie River have been sunk, and the work of building the concrete piers has made 
good progress, On the extension from Coonabarabran to Burren Junetion ‘platelaying has been re-com- 
menced and the fast 12 miles is now being undertaken. All other work is practically finished. Plate- 
laying has been Sartaee advanced between Binnaway and Werris Creek, the rails having now been laid for 


a distance of 624 miles from Binnaway. The bridges and culverts have been completed and ballasting is 
well forward. 


The construction of the line from ‘The Reckee to Pulletop was commenced about the middle of 
February. 


Trial surveys are in hand for proposed new railway lines from Walcha Road to Mount George, 
Stroud Road to Port Stephens, Morpeth to Port Stephens, Richmond to Kurrajong, and Roslyn to 
Taralga, the former of which is nearly complete. A preliminary survey for a line from Castle Hill 
towards-Dural is now in hand. 


The following new extensions were opened to traflic during the quarter :— 


Mls, Chs. 

8th January—Barmedman to Rankin Springs... ia sts ee hee 4 
28th January— Westmead to Castle Hill ... in on re ee On OS 
19th March—Urunga to Raleigh ... Se = see aes ee ee a 


TTI],—Sproran Rates AND Fargs. 


A statement of the special rates and fares,and the reasons for making the same, will be found 
attached as an Appendix (No. 1), page 5. 


ILV.—StTaAFF. 


These returns are given as an Appendix (No. 2), pages 6 to 13. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The earnings show an increase of £55,390 and the expenditure a decrease of £60,563, as compared 
with the corresponding period of the previous year. 


In coaching traffic there was an increase of £94,333, made up as follows :—First-class passengers, 
increase £25,785 ; second-class passengers, increase £53, 365 ; miscellaneous, increase £15,183. 


The earnings from goods traffic show a decrease of £38,943, of which the details are : -—General 
merchandise, increase £37, 682 ; hay, straw, and chaff, increase £36, B64; live stock, increase £66, 963 ; 
coal and coke, increase £25,229 ; minerals, other than coal and ooke! increase £9,603 ; miscellaneous, 
increase £4 rie grain, flour, &c., decrease £206, 721; wool, decrease £12,714. The 
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The tonnage carried for the quarter shows an increase of 39,241 tons, made up of increases n 
general merchandise, 58,472 tons; hay, straw, and chaff, 41,733 tons; coal and coke, 111,828 tons; 
minerals, other than coal and coke, 25,401 tons; live stock, 38,441 tons; while decreases are shown in 
grain, flour, &c., 233,082 tons; and wool, 3,552 tons. 


The decrease in expenditure is due to the reduction of the basic wage and steady improvement n 


operation. 
The train mileage for the quarter show an increase of 44,817 miles, and the number of passengers 
carried an increase of 1,165,106, as compared with the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 


TRAMWAYS 
The tramway earnings for the quarter show an increase of £15,925, and the expenditure a 
decrease of £20,328 as compared with the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
The decrease in expenditure is chiefly due to the reduction in the basic wage. 


There is an increase of 281,‘2) in the mileage for the quarter, and an increase of 1,180,038 in the 
number of passengers earried. 


The tonnage of goods, the property of the Crown, carried on the tramways during the quarter was 
260 tons ; the charges for the carriaze of such goods amounted to £57, and the cost of carriage £48. 


Trial surveys for proposed new tramway lines from Rockdale to Campsie and Undercliffe to 
Forest Hill were completed during the quarter. 


We have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient servants, 


Chief Railway Commissioner, 


CA 


Assistant Railway Commissioner, 


Assistant Railway Commissioner 


APPENDIX I. 


APPENDIX 1, 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


SraTeEMENT of Special Rates and Fares approved during the Quarter ende.l 31st March, 1923. 


A A RN SSR ESE Sf SS SS ET RR a 


Traffic. Pa ticular and Rate. 


Reason! or Rate 


First-class return tickets avail-| Single fares plus oae-third for return journey. 
able one fmonth, Sydney to 
Cooma, be issued on pre- 
sentation of vouchers from 
Government Tourist Bureau 
to visitors to Kosciusko and 

The Creel. | 

| 


Through booking of perambula-| When accompanied by passenger, 1s.; when unaccompanied, Is, 3d, 
tors, bicycles, &c., to and 
from Cronulla’ ‘Tramway 


line. 

Up to 1 ewt. of fodder for live-| Free, provided it is loaded in the box with the animal. Fodder in 
stock conveyed in_ horse- excess of 1 ewt. to be charged half parcels rate. 
boxes. 


Foals accompanying mares to] Free on return journey. 
stud, 


Wire rods to one consignee at} Year, for rebate purposes, to end on the 3lst December each year, 
one destination, 


Nn a a a 


To equalise rates 
and encourage 
traffic. 
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APPENDIX IL. 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


Rervury, in accordance with Section 39 of the Government Railways Act, 1912, as amended by the Government 


31st March, 1923. 


Railways (Amendment) Act, 1916, showing the Appointments and Removals of Employees for quarter ended 


Date. | Name. Position, Rate. | Date. Name. Position. Rate. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT’S BRANCH. 1923. Locomotive BRANCH, RAILWAY8—continued, 
1923. - 
6 Feb. { Hartigan, Frances P. ...!-dunior clerk ............ coco) £77 Per annum. is Mar. Watson, Art re inet! gree pox tena se, 1984: Det hour 
: ; 12055 Cumberland, Leslie...... Call POY. Weoctstcacevecenee ,...| 8¢d. per hour. 
1923. TRAFFIC AUDITOR'S BRANCH. i sp Scott, Arthur R. ...... Gall boyaene ee eee 84d. per hour. 
19 Feb. { Melville, Emma N........{| Junior clerk .................: £67 per annum. 413 ,, James, Keith ............ SHOP POY fecosaucesseseserees .| 1/0} per hour. 
26>, McCarthy, Mary......... JUNIO CLOCKS .onecese stances | £77 per annum. j13_,, McGowan, Kenneth ...| Shop boy ............-+ oases 83d. per hour. 
NE Teme McKinnon, Kenneth ...} Shop boy ...........cesesseeee 1/0} per hour. 
1922 LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH. P40 "3 Mercer, Harold Eittor apprentice , rt per bear, 
a : en : 145 Jones, Ernest A. Shop boy .......... 103d. per hour. 
1 Nov Young, Tom W...... eel EGON ise ccssssceeecnacee pec oeeae 2/5i per day. 16 |. ‘Alexander, Roylance ...| Shop boy .................. 104d. per hour. 
ih os Underwood, Henry C:,. | Labourer ..................... 1/10; per hour. 19 Werricneeclionn Boilermaker’ nti 321d. per hour 
Lee, O'Sullivan, John «....... Striker cc, eee 1/10 per hour. };9 > BCTLIEL, eco ere SPPFanbice..| seed. P : 
ae a "aes Freeman, Jack F. ...... Foreman’s junior clerk ...| 84d. per hour. 
oe 5 Jones, William H. ...... Striker 256 cccenscccweenea 1/10}9 per hour. 20 TcaetwAlbartilt snap bo 6id. per hour 
6 - Allen, William B. ....... Fuelman 14/- per day. a o | 9 e Ae > sndact Snop DY sain's oie oiataleisyerefelviotateiatare ss) » Di . 
Ci, Pattinson, Walter........ see o/sit any 
11 Dec Sails, George ............- PIGGET Ite eck eee orescee 2/53% per hour. F s - 
ass Bennett, eee eccrine itteraacs. eset cee statee 2/533 per hour. 1922, PERMANENT WAY BRANCH RAILWAYS. 
Zim Longhurst, Harold ©....| Tinsmiths’ apprentice...... 333d. per hour. {15 Dec Brosnan, Patrick ...... Meavbler cowacacy deevecctesmeese 14/- per day. 
1923 22 25 Friend, James _......... DaDourer ccc esata ocagranee 13/- per day. 
2 Jan Burgess, William ...¢:csc) HUMCIMEN Geos usecscseusseseecs ‘14/- per day. oF. Bvans, Colin ...........: Painters’ apprentice ...... 332d. per hour. 
oe Hore, Thomas G. .......- Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4, per hour. 1923. 
ie ore Macauley, Michael J. ...) Call boy ...............:ec000es 5/8 per day. 1 Jan. | Coen, Henry. ............ Pettler, 122) sepeceecesaetea 14/- per day. 
Oe Bannister, Charles Call DOycteee eto eececes 4/2 per day. il England, William WOUtlCY ci cesspacesrsonreareeteer 14/- per day. 
3 ,, | Gordon, Henry A. Shop boy s.ssiesn, 6%, per hour. 1 ,, | Dowton, John .. 14/- per day. 
Bh Ae Twyman, George .. Shop Dayeaecrenen 9, per hour. LR; Gavin, Thomas H...... 14/- per day 
ne G5 Beehag, Arthur .......... Shop Woy ween seer 1/13 per hour. 1 ,, Travers, William......... 14/- per day. 
3.) Hawkins; Sydney Ey || Puelman selene. nes 14/- per day. Lees Cunningham, Bernard..| Fettler ...............sse0.ss0 14/- per day. 
‘>, Denley, John.............. Structural steel workers’) 3}$d. per hour. ib sy Hams, Hidinond Jieces cs ueuller aoe shane eare eee eaee 14/- per day. 
apprentice. Le Martin, Harold J. ...... Pebbler 3. Mie tc eespacee nese 14/- per day. 
85 Byrnes, Frederick........ Shop boys nee weet 1/13 per hour. Loe Pennell, Herbert ...... HBbEIET cic. scuceene voamaeeee 14/- per day. 
35; Sutton, Henry EK. ...... Shopiboya sey mcncseeceucee 11,4d. per hour. ] 1 ,, Coulston, Edward ...... Wether, wile escectes-seaheas 14/- per day. 
85 Simpson, Cecil H........ Plumbers’ apprentice ...... 33id. per hour. ats McLeod, Arthur J. Carpenters. Jc.sccassscesaseees 2/44 per hour. 
fe O? Keete; Denisa stcese) cRLUbela.c. sack eee cee ene 2/548 per hour. | 5 ,, Fitzgerald, John _...... T@WOULET |. seescesscotsecnemes 13/- per day. 
8%; Gray, Oswald F. ......... Boilermaker ... 2/53, per hour. | 8 ,, Wallace, Thelma E. JUDIOLICIOLK -. ssuesescesen vets £100 per annum, 
8 ,, | McIntosh, Sydney ......| Fuelman ............. 14/- per day. te ty Matthews, Arthur ...... Moulders’ apprentice ...... 333d. per hour. 
15, Breen, William J. Fitters’ apprentice ......... 344d. per hour. SPs. Holey. eh sees aceed Eie@ttler con octees acess anes seaees 13/6 per day. 
5 eae Parsons, Robert A Callipoyueseonneeaiccee ee 4/2 per day. LT Waygood, William ...... Bridge labourer ............ 13/6 per day. 
5s Heuschkel, Ronald A. | Fitter .............0cecccecoenee 2/3% per hour. }15 ,, Cracknell, Norman BlacKauyith vs. .c.sksceedseene 2/2% per hour. 
Uh) 45 Roffe, Edward L. ....... Huelman ican eee 14/- per day. Loe Turner, Charles ......... Foreman’s clerk ............ 14/- per day. 
AS es, Morgan, Cecil P. ......... Shop OOya5- cae eee 1/03 per hour. PA 5 Hyland, James ......... Fettler tscc.css-asseveseenecrne 14/- per day. 
18 3 Grant, Cecil Ain. ctor, Boilermaker .............0.00- 2/2% per hour. 420 ,, Slater, Patrick............ Bettler’ ccicncsicossscceteetane 14/- per day. 
ye Kerins, John ..........006 Carriage builder ............ 2/47; per hour. 720 ,, Doyle, Patrick............ Mettler a.3.scccatticcsconaenmts 14/- per day. 
22° ee Nelmes, Reginald ....... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 34¢4d. per hour, }20 ,, Darrant,. Rrl@- ......0505s5 Bettlen. ce csaccssatesrecaenes 14/- per day. 
22) ane Taylor, JONNdistsesesees. Shop Boy 2......2.5. 8$d. per hour. 20. 55 . O'Malley, Albert Fettler 14/- per day. 
22 es Hocking, Robert ........| Shop boy... 103d. per hour. }|20 ,, McShane, Harold Fettler . 14/- per day. 
7A op Gooud, Charles W. ......| Fuelman ...................8; 14/- per day. 20itess Woltf, William ..... Fettler ... 14/- per day. 
Pye on Houghton, Arthur F. ...} Boilermaker .................. 2/28 per hour. 420 ,, Fielder, Frederick Fettler 14/- per day. 
24 ,, Gray, Stephen............. Carriage builder ............ 2/44 per hour. #20 ,, Halley, Thomas ......... Fettler 14/- per day. 
24 4; Smith, Thomas .......... DULIKEL Coeercacicn eres 1/9 per hour. 20a Perrin, Duncan <.:...... Wettler vy necssnceean eee ee neee 14/- per day. 
2Dies Hawkins, William ...... Call boyeis.csctumence teers 5/8 per day. 22s Bartley, Thomas......... Fethler 05. Jcccecsoneeemereeeee 13/6 per day. 
7A 5 Searr, John H. A........ Assistant research en- £293 per annum.j}22 ,, Walker, William B. Junior Clerk sin. sespeceee eee £76 per annum. 
gineer. PE 4p Berrell,) John eeeeesceee DabOUrer \cescscsceareeete 13/- per day. 
20s Hockley, Arthur C, .....] Carriage builders’ appren-| 332d. per hour. {29 ,, Low, James R. ......... Bettler .tl:.coscenccseeteoeetees 13/6 per day. 
tice. 20 ee Revelly, Norman ...... 14/- per day. 
1 Feb. | Fulton, James H. ...... Machinistipaceseaescensseesee 2/1% per hour, 1 Feb. | Sandry, Oliver...... 13/6 per day. 
Lo Cook, Francis L. ......... Machinist.. 2/1% per hour. 2) Bailey, Walter... 2/4% per hour. 
1 ,, Perry, rie: Gn -eeeeeeee Shop boy ... 104d per hour. 2 Davey, George ......... £258 per annum. 
hr Denning, Thomas ...... Machinist 2 ceeeccneecte crete 2/12 per hour. Ge aH Mayo, Charles ............ 14/- per day. 
i pete Hamilton, Arthur ...... Machinist eseucaraeyeereceeee 2/1% per hour. Sa Burrows, Henry ......... 14/- per day. 
iL oes Reading, Leonard H....| Tube attendant ............ 1/9 per hour. Bh ns Hore, Robert es.spsnesen 13/6 per day. 
wip Buckfutt, Fred C. ...... STO) DNOW soconaadoocsontoncour 84d. per hour. 3 aes Green, George ............ 13/6 per day. 
Dues Duncanson, William ...| Shop boy .................0.6. 10$d per hour. Bay Oliver, Emanuel ..,...... 14/- per day. 
aes Aylward, Herbert A: .::| Shop boy .iiicc..cccceconee sc 8kd. per hour. 3755 Gann, Sylvester ......... 13/6 per day. 
Divees Cumming, Kelvin J. ...) Fitters’ apprentice ......... 3%id. per hour. Sy. a5 Brown, Raymond ...... 13/6 per day. 
5, Jensen, Fred ©. ......... Call Oy cee eeree ne ae 5/8 per day. 3 a Gowley, George ......... 14/- per day. 
Ome: Cattell, George C. ...... Eelman secsseratene neat 14/- per day. Bh enn Bullock, James 14/- per day. 
Om. Jenkins, George BH. <....:| Shop bOy. ssesajscesscesestes: 104d. per hour. Se Withers, George ... 13/6 per day. 
o>; McGuirk, James F....... ShoOpuDOV 1s ceseccer eee eee 8/3 per day. Bo a5 McGavin, Optimus 14/- per day. 
MD es Davies, Alwin J. ......... Callitboyeeeteeesceeeccsee see 4/2 per day. By Martin, George ......... MGUGIOT 55. sssvneseaeecemecee 14/- per day. 
125; Hugo, Thomas J. ...... SNOPADOY secc. eeessneecdeese 8/3 per day. ess Witt, William ............ Hetbler\.caciosseescsceeeeeetere 14/- per day. 
Be Collins; -Harold/J;; ...02:| Shop Oy eeseeeces eee ene 1/0§ per hour. 3 93 Stone, Charles. ......... Pettler. ic 5s.ccscevesvousneeate 14/- per day. 
19°. 5; Goodman, Dorothy Junior Clerk ives. aesccaseses £100 per annum.]| 3 ,, Silcocks, Charles. ...... HOUbler sce.ceccoutes ce eeeeeeee 14/- per day. 
Florence. ’ Das Power, Anthony ......... Clerk (cccadesseceaeeseeceseeaeee £238 per annum 
19°, Bishop, Enid May ...... Junior clerkcvcccesescesrsees £67 per annum, ie 45 Ross, Walter ............ SNODP! DOV. cence cseaceeescether 4/2 per day. 
LOT Connolly, Francis ...... Messenveri is. co1e see senene 3/5 per day. Sas Sainsbury, Frank Bridge labourer ............ 13/6 per day. 
19, Stuart, Alexander ...... Machinists’ apprentice ...| 323d. per hour. Sins Roach, John ........ Junior clerk ....... .| £101 per annum, 
OSes Smith, Leonard ....... --| Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 3¥jd. per hour. |12 ,, Bowman, George Fettler ...... 14/- per day. 
22155, Brackenrig, Gordon ...| Shop boy .................0+5 1/3? per hour. Won Davison, Henry ......... Fettler ....| 14/- per day. 
26s: Langshaw, Andrew...... Plumbers’ apprentice ...... 339d. per hour. {12 ,, McDonald, James ...... Anglesmith ..... Secchegaceeae 2/2% per hour. 
26 |; Gray, Charles E. ...... Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 374d. per hour. ]14 ,, Thompson, Cecil —-...... DaDOurer ss, wccechecseeee eee 13/- per day. 
26 ,, Hourigan, Leo A. ...... Carriage builders’ appren-| 339d. per hour. }14 ,, Matthews, Reginald ...| Labourer .............0scs0e0 13/- per day. 
La tice. S's, Povey, Perey foscacsseses Labourer \acecscessarenetene 13/- per day. 
26 ,, Day, William J. ......... Call hoy. peers scceneeec eens 5/8 per day. De ae iBurkers Ohne wie: Planers Mir rie ayi8. 2/1% per hour. 
26 s Fetherston, Joseph PApC A SLO ML NON A Sermnoocuaconaséandcar 4/2 per day. 26) 93, Mills)’ Thomas Faces Mettler 5 5.0ceceswessecareereee 14/- per day. 
26 3 Pollard, Claude F. Sarco Moulders’ apprentice ...... 3zid. per hour. 4|26 ,, Blight, William ......... Fettler ........00 sale elienakines 14/- per day. 
26 Dowling, James C....... Patternmakers’ apprentice] 344d. per hour. ]26  ,, Bodell, William ......... Fettler 14/- per day. 
26) 5 Downey, Bessie See Junior Clerk Steere cares £77 per annum. [26 ,, Campbell, Elijah ...... Fettler 14/- per day. 
27 a Gray, Jack F. ............ Sheet iron worker ......... 1/114 per hour. }26_,, Blattman, Patrick ...... Mettler nucscdndcotseceteerie 14/- per day. 
27 5, Lovie, Alfred G.......... Fitters’ apprentice ... 374d. per hour. [27 ,, Southam, Cyril E. ...... Wettlet x erssssserecneaeeemenee 1/8} per hour. 
Daas McRae, Allan Keith ...} Junior clerk .................. £76 per annum. }27 ,, Lee, Francis J. i........ Mettler... scccnse eoseeteccoe 1/9 per hour. 
28 ,, Bolin, Aubrey R. ...... Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 327d. per hour. |28 ,, Woods; Albert J.J.) joc Mettler Men ceseeeee cee 1/9 per hour. 
28° 5 Moore: Deo) Ey pre.ce cae Carriage trimmers’ appren-| 334d. per hour. [28 ,, McVay, Charles ......... Hottler. .c.ciscnsersesereeeweene 1/9 per hour. 
é on ; tice. : . 5 Mar. | Holland, Frederick ...| Fettler .............ccesecseees 1/9 per hour. 
28 ,, McInnis, William ...... Carriage trimmers’ appren-| 339d. per hour. 6535 Barry, Thomas J. ...... Egttler acssceueereuteoeercenes 1/8} per hour. 
tice. ; , i 8. 5 Connolly, Desmond J. .. Junior clerk ............., £127 per annum 
3 Mar. | Frawley, John B. ...... Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 3?{d. per hour. tie os Fisher, George ......... Fettler 1/9 per hour. 
4 ,, Grantham, Ernest H....| Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 3%id. per hour. eh iad Hardge, Claude ......... 1/9 per hour. 
a; Hell, Richard (2. ...-..- Wireworker..-scscecccstmens 1/10 per hour. Sia Patmore; Roy —s.l5.4.. 1/9 per hour. 
Dis, Paul, Ernest J. ......... DUMIOP CLOLK memsceesncenerenes £120 per annum.]| 9 ,, Matthews, Henry J. 1/9 per hour. 
5 ,, ?! Tempest, George M. ... BhOp POVEre ces e--a0 84d. per hour. 9 55 Green, James H. ...... 1/9 per hour. 
Chg 5 Piper, Perey C. Fitters’ apprentice 344d. per nour. Oars Little, James ............ 1/8} per hour, 
Ap Flynn, William SHOp POY taecse ces sseeaceens 84d. per hour. oes Roden, James R. ...... 1/9 per hour, 
Die Aston, Harold............ Shop iPOy seersarshecee aseeeee 64d. per hour. 95 Mulholland, Claude 1/9 per hour, 
LP ee, Egan, Joseph M Shop boy Gemcscssses-ssecees 6}d. per hour. 9 4, Smith, Thomas W. 1/9 per hour, 
tf ve Cook, Victor C. ......... Machinists’ apprentice 344d. per hour. $12 ,, McAuliffe, Daniel ...... 1/9 per hour. 


nae tr rnremerreereemereeeeeremerereerne mene beeen meneame er 
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Date. | Name. Position. _Rate. | Date. Name. Position, Rate. 
S - = $s bia! om i- — a wer Sa ee - aS fee eS ae 3 

1923, ERMAN d f , F 7 

eb ei Pei tanese WAY BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 19: 8, Trarric BrRancu, RA1Lwars—continucd, 

2 Mar Hawkes, Christopher ..-, Fettler 1/9 per hour. 5 Feb. | Smith, Sydney J Juni t f 

12 =e Bryant, Wratik. 2. es. Fettler 1/9 per hour. ae . Aunitleten Gace ‘ a TaHior HB MACS Gothy (porta 4/6 per day. 1 

2 os Lee, Charles H. J. ......| Fettler 1/9 per hour. 5 Marshal Thonae J "DTHME UREIAE Cc oe 5/5 per aay. 

12 Edwards, Vincent Pegulen, so rciees nsstaeee 1/9 per hour. iow Adee. ARttGde G. | Gdbibr OBARE en G78 DEL Gay. 

12 ,, | Douglas, Richard ...... NS oles daeereeote pagent esionce 1/9 per hour. Bical Hibbard Wiltred ea ahibE | Brtek b iieec oe BAN he 

1é » ‘Mayne, Daniel J. ...... Hettler .............ecsreensere 1/9 per hour. a i Clifford, Cecil C.........., Tints Pater Trinh pis eh das o/ al pet dey: 

12 Hendry, John N. ...... BOCpler 7 s.ccsscthbssse seen 1/9 per hour. ae Mebnerson, Jones. Tab hb ahs Sia #8 PEE OSy: 

12 i» Pollard, William ...... BOUgler o..ccciveoetent os eee 1/9 per hour. mae Hate Alteed T.. Laboutst 13/5 per day. 

12 ,, | Tracy, William EB. ......) Driller ........ccseceseesees 1/10$ per hour. | 7 ” Hatha VA Weeal ries Tabuueee 10/8 Der Gey: 

12 5, | Jones, John C. 2.. i a 1/10§ per hour. | 7” | Soltan’ An gustiis fabodeee 13/3 er Gee 

8 3 Paper, Wilam G. ...:::| Dress6re.:. cst. .cs-tecencneecs 1/9§ per hour. gui Shieh: AlGis ota liccc| eadine hand ian etd Gay. 

12 a Langdon, Sidney... Dresser... 1/9} per hour. > 3} aueene qs Wa yaniue anus soddadtisicacncige ] iti per day. 

12 3, Read, Percy.... Moulder 2/14 por hour. one aches Eeecdae cc: Hal PRE GE st. sree tener sess 3/11 per day. 

12. 5; Pattison, Henry ......... Steam-crane driver | ....., 2/- per hour. - fC he gas a REPS CEEBEE yarstactsneuaeets: 4.3 per week and 

12 5, | Brown, William ......... Steam-erane attendants), 1/7 per hour. } 12 Bullivaut, Frederick ...| Lad gatekeeper ay! bet dat 

assistant. ey ; ¥ ity z tee 4A QAVEKCEPET «.....-eeeee - pe y. 

12 4, Hughes, Charles ......... aera iene attendants’| 1/7§ per hour. e a Boho ve ees Gnge Taio a Re ve ae dey, 

assistant. Fs ” eae 2 s Cor a OLS IL Saco Gao 00 000 / y. 

2 5; Heath, Ernest ......... UEIKEE \s: ac aecsucansadessdeces 1/9 per hour. 3 2 Huds. Race Go Faniar tas pier cy ee pet ey 

i af Pwets Arthur oo... eee Striker tree eee eereesreceeseeses 1/9 per hour. LB: 45 Anderson William D ..| Junior poyter Pee re Ve ai day, 

2 5s urnbull, Andrew ...... DPLIREL toascguenteace ges sotte as 1/9 per hour. 12 AUHIGGLn: Hebel Wokuc| Att Ad Baa Ze ber day, . 

12 fe Jacobs, Joseph oon Striker 1/9 per HOUT. Ee eine ebrel Hici-22 ATCCHOANE: :.52;.loctscccunnes Wadena and 
= 35 y, Frederick ...... triker ... 1/9 per hour. BH F aes 

B2y a, LeCornu, Herbert ...... Structural steelworker BP sed hour. Hs A estat Ly jones a aatge Racthe yar eee, g/m bee Gay 

13. js Pickersgill, Frederick...; Structural steelworker ..,) 2/1§ per hour. is a Booth, k Ae a eps Se ‘ WnlOr Porter «250. .sccis.2... 2/8 per day. 

12. Coleman, Robert J....... aetieis steelworkers’} 1/9 per hour. illee Shaw agar, Heaney at eee! Tidlot petat Face Wee de aya per dae 

assistant. I ? a CLOSS, FLCUT)........ d : its Ua lalsinwisiaialalelbiereielaie’s) y- 
ae Jones, Guylim ......... ge eed steelworkers’| 1/9 per hour. 3 a titel Pepe og ate qaeior poner tise! eat ie pee dae 
assistant. : ” 2 ASLOT . Y Ie occ ceee e LOY POTUL «2... eeeeeeeveee y. 

12 55 Newton, William ...... ape ion steelworkers’| 1/9 per hour. t a Resp nersd Bites en quBHOE potter ey ce eet Per day. 

assistant. ee EET CESe Ha gr sed poco a ee a CET Orcs Se ci que 

12... 45 Aanensen, Charles ...... ard JapOUrer vasecectanctes 1/7$ per hour. is - een foe isa 4 Bruce SUTEEL tareesoeesstse=* i/p Pek OX 

12 5, Metcalf, Joseph ......... Ward Jabotirer |.::..:....55-. 1/74 per hour. Jo. ” Aiton. rent ue G Sad unior porter «....2..-....4. 4/6 per day. 

26 ;, ? Smith; William ......... Metgler je <52t:cto-ceresasccstose 1/9 perhour. [55 2 Webuter: ganas Junior porter ................ 4/6 per day. _. 

20. 3 Coster: Pullds.ih..cc222 AGCONGAHE scl ccitdl ee. 7/4 per week arid 
1922 TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 35 quarters. 

8 Nov. | Maher, Agnes ............ Gapekeeper .isccscsissasacaes /7 per weck. 5g ” McEvoy, Beatrice L..... Gatekeeper ....ssceeeeesess 21/4 per week. 
i - a a re p : ae gat 26 i BIT wae ss, Leeeth eae: GHtekeeper ......ci.ibcho ese oh ben ere and 
is rummond, John A....| Junior porter ...........66.. 7/- per day. > ; ‘ ; erates 

18 Dec. | Fleming, Thomas R. ...| Junior porter ............... ae: aay, a i Baa Reale Te sees sae porter 5/8 per day. 

3G iF Patterson, is BE. ...| Lad gatekeeper ............ 7/- per day. 56 Plea ee a be ugea geeete sHHige porter 5/8 per day.. 

a3 f Mackay, Allan C. ...... Junior porter .............8. 8/1 per day. 96 Bovd Will seHBS We:.:) duior porter 3/11 per day. 

en} Clarks JUHn Pe......53.... Junior porter ............6. 5/8 per day. oo ee Coe Suhel OUSNDY .....- Junior porter 5/8 per day. 

Boi Hill, Rabert W. ......... Jinior porter 5/8 per day. oS. i Rise. 7: P dle Ge un tid ea 3/6 per day. 

23 45 Poole, George F. ...... Junior porter .... 4/6 per day. i Mae. | Woodbock, Best Ro, 5 WHOL POFber .......0...2.055 3/11 per day. 

BS 255 Hickey, Arthur L. ...... Junior porter .... 7/- per diy. ye it ae rae , bla R.... Warchinga teveeeeeesea nets 3/11 per day. 

25, Twaddell, Earl K. ...... Junior porter 4/6 per day. 2 ” Cesare Ege Sit Ba }] atchmaa ba aetsdesananuoneer 13/5 per day. 

25. $s Daniels, Albert E. ...... Junior porter 5/8 per day. Hie Wellinston Citak Ge: aH Bs 1 oe Rg eerie Be eee ony 

25 5 Dibley, Herbert H....... Junior porter ............... 3/11 per day. Eaet Hibbe ay tt ee we y pa pavenceper 478 per day. 

27 ,, +5. Hartwig, Stanley R. ...| Junior porter ............... 7/- per day. ee Warren Noel A | Fahice DOELEE seen stesteetata 3/11 per day. 

27 4, :.| Bender, Laurence G. ...! Junior porter ............... 5/8 per day. ene Ma ae heir Wikio Tunioe BOTLEE 2° ape et Cay 

28 +, -..| Pringle, Ernest ©. ...... Junior porter ............:.. 7/- per day. Boe Tun ay end ey Lad Ba porter... 4/6 per day. 

Sh ce ad Bele, Jen VY. 5.2... Junior porter ............-+. 8/1 per day. 7. | demdseaner B ee | i ai gatekeeper 7/- per day. 

90: gig! GSVEOMS LIC) — sp .ceceneetan EMMIOr POLLEL .. Sei set tees 7/- per day. 7 u Tonkin, Willlai eS ae ieee es Wea ae 1565 pet dey- 
9Jan. | Edmonds, Arthur A. ...| Gatekeeper ................-. 13/- per day. i 3} tech; Hsite Miscissacscs|’ GALEREEPCL cssiscccccartsoass 4/3 per week and 
‘Zr 33s Marsh, Sidney E. ...... Junior porter 5/8 per day. 8 Murray, f iS LT Tani it BUarery 
hie Drinnan, Sidney ...... Junior porter 5/8 per day. 3 ” at Ys wane ie ese Junior porter ...........:...: 5/8 per day. 
ae Collins, John J. .........| Junior porter 3/11 per day. 3 ” ieee oseon saeaeate Junior PUSLEL seccoocteneeteee ig per day. 
oe Wholohan, Cornelius J.) Junior porter 5/8 per day. ead Wa. net pazeph E.......) Junior porter «0.0... 7/- per day. 
er Peterson, Renson ...... Junior porter 5/8 per day. is ” amt ve nae ecthnuker des Gatekeeper ................06 14/- per week. 
hee Louden, David 8.1)... Junior porter 4/6 per day» ia ” a ichar s; hh 4 eee|) A UMLOL CLOCK veces sence tenn sn £76 per annum, 
b 3, Thomas, William F. ...| Junior porter 5/8 per day. {o> 3 Benet y E iy NE dunlgg Parver o/s pet, day. 
€- i Colohan, John ME ison Junior porter 7/- per day. is ” Bae an raanese Junior porter ...............+ 3/11 per day. 
ca Stevenson, David 8. ...| Lad gatekeeper ............ 5/8 per day. 15 Nelsog . an ok: cae Junior porter .............+.. 7/- per day. 

8 3 Cobcroft, Jack...... ‘| Junior porter 7/- per day. ae Vue Bese tscee| DUBIOL CLETK o. ose es cseaeseces £76 per annum. 

ae Kachel, Thomas . ‘| Junior porter |. 4/6 per day. se : er, ee Montecose Junior DOELOL sasescer sete ee 7/- per day. 

aga Egan, William M. |... Junior porter 3/11 per day. i ” Fenton. e WE Gatekeeper scedanseeeestnetens 14/- per weeke 
ae Bryant, Harry A... Junior porter 476 per day. ey bbl aay HO Ward Bi OLDE’: <tc swessecternestaesescs 13/- per day. 

10. Denlay, Bernard ...... Tuniok Clerk | 2.0. 21si2i.22s £101 per annum.’;5 Biok eRob Bop oni papourer EPEC EEN ROG ee 13/- per day. 

10. 5; Peek, George ....:....... Hanlon porter hs. liecssees 4/6 per day. i¢ Dubbet Tt © LT Ralee Tunic POFtEr «...........+.. 7/- per day. 

I i; Robertson, Anne E. ...| Gatekeeper ................. 14/- per week. [yg 2 Prater Hones : ii Pee tad ty paver Be epee OL eUa 875 Ber day. 

Tt i; Ford, Thomas A. ...... Junior porter 7/- per day. i9 Buchasd ay Lee 5 ne Reve SeuRee * i/; ber day. 

11 j, | McNeill, William ©. ...| Junior porter g/it wer day. [ig | pasasue Meee Gi | TRIOE BORE 2/0 per day. 

18 Reynolds, Clifford ...... Junior porter 3/11 per day ia ” teens: : rthur G. ..... Junior PULGEE-, sscescesencers 5/8 per day. 

a is Daffy, Reginald R. ...| Junior porter 4/6 per day. ” Greentree, Amelia E. .:.| Gatekeeper .................+. 11/7 per week 

16 33; O'Rourke, Hugh H. ...| Junior porter .. 4/6 per day. 19 failstda. Bessie fae} k and quarters. 

ABS Sparke, William H. |..| Junior porter .. 4/6 per day. ip tt aus pts! ee ae unior Clerk ....03..5.:.080-.. £77 per annum. 

i |. Krempin, Victor C. ..| Junior porter 3/11 per day. “ ” area ae on ae qunior giere wubnscesatescaeaars £101 per annum 

15 3; Amos; Roy B. 3....:... Junior porter 7/- per day. igi Minogue: Ath ale unior Clerk ..........eeese++ £70 per annum. 

Laas Bartley, Martin F. ...... Junior porter 3/5 per day. im ” sue 5 Cy ; Hee eistoaoe Junior POCUCE sacs cske seetoncis 3/11 per day. 

16 ,, Mooney, Charles N. : Jusior porter 5/8 per day. 3 ” eher! ng, John tt oS qamior POFteEr ...sh. 2. ee. 5/8 per day. 

its, Casey, James W. ...... Junior porter 7/- per day. Ege Feud } agh + aceee-| OUMIOT POLGET «.....s0..eeeeee 7/- per day. 

1 3 Sharrock, Cecil J. |... Junior porter 7/- per day. Ph ” ice ae ae Ne ie Steals Junior elerk .., -| £100 per annum, 

TZ is Power, MOU Ve! sci ssssas Junior porter ............... 4/6 per day. Bate Beane ie $ a ah are une HOtber i7- per day. 

ae Wren, Athol F. ......... Junior porter ...........005 3/11 per day. 33 Hunt. fleas Cae aisha inlor POTtEL «.....4.s000020 v/- per day 

18 ,, Johnson, Albert E. ...| Junior porter ............... 7/- per day. of. MeCusk ee Reet. Taine POTUEL «....0....0002-+ 4/6 per day. 

it 5, Heagney, Harold ©. ...| Lad gatekeeper 7/- per day. a. ” Fue at ce RettudSode unior peer Gopéspoaticbocose 3/11 per day. 

20 2 Madson, Andrew N. ...| Junior porter ..... 3/11 per day. a6 ” ty ney. : pa.) 4 tS Junior GIorR at haceeds Hae? £101 per annum, 

22 7 Russell, Arthur P. ....., Junior porter .........-...., 5/8 Ger day: Be » at gitn ae dead DOLUCD trasccee at eters 3/11 per day. 

Ze 155 Pink, .THOMAaS...05...565.5 Junior porter ............... 7/- per day. 26 a Burgess Cecil Weel, Tania: poe a ite ore ah ae 

Ls Farrell, John D. ......... JUNIO POThEY ....55,i.40.0-- 7/- per day. 36, Sievaw lie Gee 0 + ud oh porter Sa Or aie 5/8 per. aay. 

25 5, Cohen, George J. ...... Lad gatekeeper ............ 3/11 per day. 56: Girnder Rob aE 1 rae te RB fabkdcy aad 20 pet day. 

23 3; Blake, Corde, 5.8.05... Attendant and gatekeeper, 7/4 per week and] 37 + Sean Clesly aie Sette Tinie borer egal gh8 vet gay i 

Giariers. 27 : 1, Cicely... .-.20-- Junior clerk .......... 77 per annum, 
oy ie Hyland, Claude A. ...... Junior porter 9). ber day. 28 Perkins, Lthel M. ....... Gatekeeper ...iiiscctdindes cs 4/3 per week and 

25}, '| Long, Hilda J. ......... Gatekeeper .........s.000.., 19/- per week. Piaresrs: 

25 455 Beohme, William A. ...] Junior porter .. 7/- per day. 1921. we 

29) 445, Summerhayes, Roy L...| Junior porter .. 7/- per day. = peared Bear 

29 655 Chapman, Frederick W.| Junior porter 5/8 per day. 7 Nov. | Hatrison, William J. ...,| Labourer ....3............5.55 14/2 per day. 

2 5s Lawrence, Edna E. AGtENGATssse, sesso ces ....| 60/2 per week. ass Dingwall, Frederick Machine moulder............ 18/5 per day. 

30 35, Perry, George L. ...... Lad gatekeeper ............ 8/1 per day. Kies Cook, Thomas J.......... WALBEMDEE “s.sbt sees sccseee 18/4 per day. 

30 455 Thompson, Charles H...| Junior porter ............... 7/- per day. 1922 

ee Anderson, Robert ...... Junior POTCCE) S42 teen ccceaee 3/11 per day. 1 July | Cooper, John E. ......... BANOULER Sele ei cecees: 13/8 per day. 

ects Aikman, John C. ...... Junior porter ............6+. 5/8 per day. Les Chambers, Walter ...... Linesmen’s labourer ...... 14/2 per day. 

SL :;; Cook, Thomas 8.......... Junior porter 7..2iicc....0. 5/8 per day. A Shi Woodland, Thomas Linesmen’s labourer ...... 14/2 per day. 

Sh bs, BISITGIO TS 2 jocvcseedes SUMIOT POTUCE Sior.acc. scenes 3/5 per day. aes Dtinn: Bert Bi estsecds: f Pa bounen tase iceselehe tees 13/8 per day. 

1 Feb. | Woods, Stanley ...| Junior porter ... 7/- per day. Theo | Keating, Elward ...... ee DOUNeT eccssectessescstts rs 13/8 per day. 
cee Murray, Wallace C. Junior porter .... 5/8 per day. H heegrs Oakman, Thomas ...... iP DIMDOUTED cemsry sstccneccatsas 13/8 per day. 
245, Halsey, Reginald G......| Junior porter ................ 7/- per day. Ls Easterbrook, Joseph ...) Signal ganger .. { 18/8 per day. 
i hae ee noe a J. Junior POLS srstecsuete ses 4/6 per day. bic els Boles Alfred <ecsie see. Labourer ...... ..| 13/8 per day. 
- +99 erman, Arthur R. ...| Junior porter ................ 7/- per day. EP ss Scott, George ..::..::... TLimeSman :,:.2.2:.:22..000502 ' 15/8 per day. 
bay Harrower, Francis S....| Junior porter ................ 4/6 per day. Ets Hilsell; Donic.) oecs2ct. Electrical mechanic ...... | 2/449 per hour 
‘55 Smith, Sidney R........... Junior Porter’. o maven tees 3/11 per day. ea Ferguson, Thomas WeMourer srrethccesenveeteet. 13/8 per day. 
yy Hall, Alfred R........... PUG? DOME sate esc cee nee 3/11 per day. Dee oe Wy haley ew. s2tsictssis: PRbDoureh wssaetiadestheet 13/3 per day. 
5 yy Johnson, William ....... SUNIO“ POLtEr «:65..,505-0050: 3/11 per day. 1 Sept. |Wallis, Arthur .:...:..... Electrical fitter .....:...:.: 2/54 per hour. 
5s, Lickerman, Arthur.......| Lad gatekeeper .............] 7/- per day. 16° Oct. | Mills, Clement ............ Patternmaker ..:....:...:..- 2/65% per hour. 


Date. | 


Position, 


= 


PERMANEXT Way BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 


Name. Position. Nam2. 
Lo 
1923. SIGNALLING BRANCH, —continued. 1922, 
2 Jan. | Davidson, James R. ... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 4,1,d. per hour. 9 Oct Kable, JON. cecteesastes) 
2 * | Henwood, John N........| Fitters’ apprentice ........ 4,,d. per hour. ae, Kernick, Henry 
9 fe | MeCormack, James Electrical fitters’ appren-| 3}{d. per hour. 4 aS pecs eee oeroacs 
H tice. =e sevett, Samuel J......... 
Dee. | Broughton, Chas. R. ...| Blacksmith’s apprentice...) 4,,d. per hour. 90753 Lord, Francis: ss5.cces.tes 
8 a | Schofield, Rupert ...... MB DOUNEE ee ncn.cccssseeaeesen 14/- per day. Ne Maguire, John J. ........ 
5 Feb. | Phinn, Charles............ Fitters’ apprentice ......... 3zid. per hour. 9 ,, ‘| Morton, Thomas ....-.:-- 
6 ,, | Peterson, Albert .. »-| Shop Boy ...........cssec00re 10}d. per hour. eT AS Morris, Henry-..cmenee 
12 ., | Masters, John G. Fitters’ apprentice ... 331d. per hour. 0745, McCormac, Martin R. .. 
19 ,, | Shaw, John D. SOPs DOVasi nado. veene set 1/03. per hour. Oe; McLauchlan, Edward A 
py ae | Maher, Leah ............ Office cleaner ............... 42/6 per week. hn Nathan, Richard......... 
96 7 | Bowen, Anthony......... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 3ghd. per hour. oa. Noding, JOM J s.c.cer 
26.:,;, | Mundy, Leslie .........-.. Fitters’ apprentice ......... 3¢id. per hour. MY oss Preston, Herbert H...... 
1 Mar. | Cavanough, Kenneth ...| Shop boy ........:.ceseeseeees 10$d. per hour. 9S Pyne, John eee eee 
Ba Richardson, Norman.... 
oe, Ryan, Francis’ B.c.-...-.- 
1923. ELECTRICAL BRANCH, RAILWAYS. : y Rauch oe 
9 So, €Zer &.... 
8 Jan. | Shirley, John R. ......... fs WAOCHOT i iteaisaieets saislanneeisak | 8/3 per day. oc Train, Archibald.......... 
S35 Browett, Harold KR. Probationer ...............006 ' 3/11 per day. 9. Wackett, Charles W..... 
22...,, Goodman, Robert W. Junior labourer ............ | ghd. per hour. Oils Wilmot, Thomas ........ 
22 ,, Clarke, George A. ...... Sub-station Junior ......... | 1/03 per hour. ooe: WillissJiohnee sent eee 
29 Tes Scott, Jonn © wes. casens Shift ENgiNeSL .........-..00+ | 2/7 per hour. Oate Willard, Stacy E. ....... 
7 Feb. | Murphy, Thos. P. ...... Probationer ..... stnoaseaooares 4/6 per day. eet Allen, George Te.......:. 
25 =; Childs, ric ce scccscses .) Sub-station Junior ......... 6}d. per hour. fs Hosea David 2... 
bs onan, Patrick .......... 
9 Inwood, William F. .... 
1923. GENERAL BRANCHES. 9 - Kelly, Patrick ............ 
20 Feb. | Hill, Doris E. ............ | Junior clerk (Institute) ...| £67 Perannum.| 9 ,, Rosebridge, George M. 
: 5 manent Stanley W.... 
54 WORY, JOHN o.25.ceces se. 
1922. TRAFFIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 4 Wark, Silliam=o 0) 
4 Dec. ) Hicks, William H. ...... rillor a Cane eae Ey ie/SAF Der hour. 11) WE tn weet ae aatee Gaee 
1923. 2 Bis F md, 
2 Jan. | Sherlock, Constance M.| Junior clerk ..............006 £100 per annum. 9» Bishop, Richard H....... 
Das 2 = SF 69 Brothers, Alfred C. ..... 
2 iss Webber, Ellonor I. | Stunior clerks); scccconcasseee £77 per annum. 9 GlarkelGecin 
14s McCullough, Edward ...} Junior motor cleaner ...... 10/6 per day. A Gondone Michaal a 
22° 5 Falkner; Alired scs.c. <0) f CUUlCR Me ces pcsneccmitenrnacinses 15/- per day. oe Corser ane 
380 Allen, George ............ ettlenierce-s<secen erasers. «| 15/- per day. 0 Davey, pack We 
30) 3; Grose, Clarence R. ...... Hetuerie vosnscewsaces-aestoess 15/- per day. ee TAweouslrederick vous 
11 Feb. | McEvoy, Herbert Y. ...} Junior motor cleaner ......| 8/4 per day. 9 ae Taamiae Tamas Oe 
15%; Mahoney, Edward A....| Juniorclerk  ........... ....| £127 per annum.J 9 ” MCICAV? Colin § Pe ee 
20 iss Hogan, Mervyn J. ...... Junior clerk ..... £101 perannum.} g ” Daioel Toh Moe ee 
5 Mar. | McLean, Clarice B. .....| Junior clerk £100 per annum. ome Ginnineha i uAlex = 
DE ss Beal, Edwin W. ......... Gas attendant .. 14/3 per day. ie Matte “Alexander Goo 
12 ,; Hooper, Frank L. ...... Junior clerk £127 perannum.}| g ”’ Rohanenianciceria ees 
16 ,, Martin, Thos. N. ........ Junior clerk ..... £76 per annum. | g ” Bradlay. Prederige 10 
26 =; Devlin, Gertrude M. ...! Juniorclerk ..... £77 per annum. 9 és Breen, Frederick [ae 
3 Breen, Edwin G. ........ 
9 Carmody, Michael ...... 
1922. ELECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. oa Goa he eae ee 
27 Dec Dry, Clifton sn scceace ee Cleaner 1/0, per hour. Ons Clark, Edward isvaceamene 
7 tas Heydon, Maxwell ...... Cleaner 1/0; per hour. | 9 » Collins, Patrick .......... 
ot es Eastburn, George ...... Cleaner 77,0. per hour. os Connelly, Willtamsccsece 
oT Broughton, Leslie D....| Cleaner 10 ,d. per hour. 2 9 Corr, Sidney A. «......... 
OT ae. Weber, John C Cleaner 1/0, per hour. | 9 ,, Cottrell, Joseph T. ...... 
27 a Collins, Wesley 10 ,d. per hour.] 9, Cowan, Hush Cesare 
OT es Warman, Ernest J. Cleaner 10,,d. perhour.J 9 5, Darcy, Jack A. oo a 
20. Self, Claude N. ......... Cleaner 10 ,,d. per hour. 2 99 8 1, aed Ae 
1923. i demias, Thomas J. .... 
2Jan. | Garner, Stephen J. ...| Cleaner — ..........5...000000- 1/07, per hour. § 9 ;, Freeman, Thomas J. ... 
Pa Blanning, John J. ...... Junior labourer ............ 1L Ad. perhour.§ 9 5; Glover, Herbert R. ..... 
2 oe Walker, Gwendoline ...) Junior clerk .................. £100 perannum. | 9, Grant, William J. ....... 
O2 ee Fletcher, Edwin G....... Electrical fitters’ appren-| 33d. per hour. 9; Harman, Henry W. .... 
tice. 9. Harrison, Sidney A. .... 
22s Hinde, William J. ...... Bee mechanics’ ap-| 3}4d. per hour. | %» Facer Duce. 
prentice. af Henry, William........... 
295; Thrower, Henry C. Electrical fitters’ appren-| 33jd. per hour. : » OE ee 
tice. as rth, Hamilton .... 
31 Jung, George F. ......... Coachpainters’ apprentice) 3}id. per hour. {yg Hughes, William ........ 
31 iss Osborne, William H. ...| Junior clerk .................. £76 per annum. es Jan, Henryaees eee 
5 Feb. | Ashton, John ............ Boilermakers’ apprentice | 3%{d. per hour. Orr. Johnson, Harold W. ... 
be Woore, John C. ......... Oxy-acetylene welders’ 324d. per hour. Same, Lewis, Cyril H. .......... 
apprentice. 9 Aes Louff, Alfred E. .... 
5 i; May, Thomas L. .........| Machinists’ apprentice 334d. per hour. Eon Lynch, Anthony A....... 
diss Newton, Reginald ...... Electrical Mechanics’ ap-| 3}jd per hour. Dien Mallen, James ............ 
prentice. 9S Murray, SOSCDies-ceecesy 
GE ny Rose, Gordon A. ...... Electrical fitters’ appren-| 3%7d. per hour. OCs, Nicks, Hubert H ......... 
. tice. OR Noy,. Robert J. 0.2... 
8. iss Walker, Athol O. ...... Electrical fitters’ appren-| 3%{d. per hour. : * See sabes Pane: 
tice. 9 ',; Verends JOHR i..ce- 
WAR a Griffiths, Wilfred ...... Cléanenaicscrtcct-ssscc seen seec 94d. per hour. Ole. Patterson, Harold H. .. 
TEP Whatham, Harold T. Electrical Mechanies’ ap-| 3%jd. per hour. of Purvell, Wilfred 7ciecec.s 
prentice. cers Raisin, Frederick 'T...... 
2 as Kaplin, Jack R. ......... Electrical fitters’ appren- | 3¢4d. per hour. 0 ae Reynolds, Charles Wess 
tice. ORs O’Vonnor, Michael J. ... 
19 Deans, Sydney G. ...... SHOP DOY.cuscseeswenseaneses 8d. per hour. Oe O’ Neill, Charles A....... 
meas Remfry, Charles H....... 
Biles Robertson, Alfred E.... 
] Mpadarigk 
1922. PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 3 ope seperate ace 
9 Oct. , Mullen, Thomas ......... Labourer 13/6 per day. 9 Tass Spring, Henry Ji......... 
Om. Alchin, Arthur C. ....... Labourer 13/6 per day. Oe Steedman, Thomas VY. 
7%; Beaver, William T....... Labourer 13/6 per day. eas Tiptou, Percy J.....,..... 
oe Ss Blood, Kevin J. ......... Labourer 13/6 per day. Oe Thomas, John T.......... 
os; Cole, Stanley G. ......... Bettlereceasesceses 13/6 per day. 9; Whitefield, Reginald J. 
D2; Corr, Frederick W........| Labourer 13/5 per day. 955 Williams, Ernest BE. .... 
0 ae, Cornish, George H. ..... La&bourenecrcseccsedtspomietes 13/6 per day. Q: ee Bredhauer, George F. .. 
9) aay Creasey, John W. ....... Labourers rccssetsedenace 13/6 per day. oA Bull; Thoms... ee 
oa. Cross, Edward ........... LADOUTEEE 1G, cots cseossteet cre 13/6 per day. oe, Carroll, Thomas ......... 
Oa; Davies, Adolphus E: ...| Labourer ...............ssse+ 13/6 per day. 9) ies Crilly2 VJ amesieeea eee 
9.55 Doyle, Vincent J. .......! LA DOURCTIM shoes acca ranceaee 13/6 per day. 9) Ses Cutler, William W. ..... 
ae se Edwards, Walter H. 33) Labourer 2.....0..0...0cc.cc00 13/6 per day. ORs; Davis, Thomas B. ...... 
9 AG: Forster, Arthur W....... La DOUTE?r, fess aecsacsescessens 13/6 per day. 9 Ferguson, Arthur ....... 
9.9; Fuller, Edwiu J. ......... Lg bourer .25..corcte aqeced tote 3/6 per day. tee 55 Hackett, William D. ... 
9 Fe, Gamble, Robert D....... LLADOMTCL Ticisucenseceees ene 13/6 per day. 9: Horan, Patrick 
9 Gavin, Alfred BR. ........ La DOUrerE Gnecaw-suantessceesrs 13/6 per day. Oo: Joyce, Richard 
9 Aas ' Gilmour, James P....... DLS DOULECT, cr vcsicesescnerecsess 13/6 per day. Oe Maloney, Bryan 
9 5; Gray, William Occ. .-<| sURDOUTCE co... 70s-0--ceesere=. 13/6 per day. Oa McDowell, Joseph ...... 
9) ay; Green, John Gi. tc:.ccsene| OMDOUTLCL. fo .0cseccsenctoetacrs- 13/6 per day. 9 McGrath, Arthur H. ... 
oe; Hamilton, George J. ...| Labourer ............:..0eeeee 13/6 per day. 9.5 McLoughian, Walter H. 
9 SS; Hart, William ............ WaDOULELT a ccecedsessweseeses 13/6 per day. 9.3; McNamara, John J. .... 
9 Gy: Hill, Edwin.......... nope Labourer ..... 13/6 per day. Ons; Ritchie, Robert........... 
9. as Hincks, George H........ Labourer ..... ..| 13/6 per day. 1923 wig 
0 a; Hyslop, George J. ...... Labourers crsevarcersicaccnes| 23/0) Deli Oa. 12 Jan. | Wilkinson, Frederick A. 


Welder ........05. Meee eae nates: ( 
Labourers see | 
Labourer ee 
Labourer’ .2.9)0.-cnecsen eae 
babourer \..5:. ese eaeee F 
Labouret.s.tccceesrat dence 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Fettler 
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REMOVALS. 


Date. Name Position. Rate Remarks. 
1923. SECRETARY'S BRANCH, 
23 Jan. | Potts, Lancelot F. s.cscsssssssssecssceeeee] ClOK ...cepsescseee Sones { £208 perannum,| Resigned. 
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT’S BRANCH. 
5 Feb. | Dixon, Edward V.T.  ,.........e000..../ Chief paymaster ........ ....| £640 perannum.| Retired. 
1923. TRAFFIC AUDITOR’S BRANCH. f 

22 Jan. { Harvey, Alfred ...........00 Sromtasete ens Clenke cama tie £338 perannum| Retired. 

16 Mar. | Chapman, John T. ............cccecececeee Senior inspector ............ £498 perannum| Retired. 

21 ,, Miller, Stephen R. ...........cc00c0s reek First senior inspector .| £538 perannum| Retired. > 

1922 LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH. 

23 Dec Gearing, Michael” .......0c0ssccsacesssoen Ruehnantee cee 14/- per day...... Retired. 

oes Roberts; Herberts.. eee Engine turner ............... 16/- per day...... Deceased. 

Bare As Scquigr, Hugh’: 3-2 ones eere ee Hittergepeiseescsssdeieciseess 2/63$ per hour...! Dismissed. 

30 4s Temnurst, RayMOnd gorse tan eeee rs cee Blacksmiths’ apprentice...| 1/47, per hour...| Discharged. 

S0= 5. Irwin; Francis: Hie csqcssccse onecen ees Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 1/9y, per hour...| Discharged. 

Sve; Wadley, Phillinges se-4 .5.c16 tp te eee Pubeicleaners) 8.2..,..cn es 14/- per day...... Retired. 

1923. 
2 Jan Wenty, Oswald. ocscc.s cceen tere aes Binemane res .cae seseecee ies 16/- per day...... Dismissed. 
oar Colbouras Colingec. icy. accee eee Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 1/4y; per hour...| Discharged. 
oa. Nelson THOMAS i vest. cence te Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/4, per hour...| Discharged. 
San. Maen DORA otc ..cores sss cee he ee Boilermaker ............... 2/534 per hour...| Retired. 
a EU Charles. .c tes... caaie snes Gas fitters’ assistant ...... 1/11 per hour ...| Retired. 
4 5, Melton, Albertioctccec. Ac. eee tee eae Forgers’ assistant ......... 2/0,3, per hour...| Retired. 
ie. Walters Jonnee career eee Engine turner ............... 16/- per day...... Retired. 
Doss Curry Allan Jer mecsetsec.s ae ee Labourer 1/9,; per hour...) Resigned. 
Bes Morris, Edward J. Shop boy 1/13 per hour ...| Resigned. 
Oh og McGlashan, James Driver . 20/- per day...... Retired. 
Ba Wonders, Willie ... DIIVereh ince te 20/- per day...... Resigned. 
GF 3: Gleeson, Cornelius .. Wagon builder 2/4,), per hour...| Retired. 
One Russell, Alexander BUGERD (reset sas tuted sa otses 2/542 per hour...| Retired. 

10m 3; Whyte, Williamifisse.tivcocoasescbicccss ces Bragsfinisher 2.) .oo esac 2/5.'; per hour...| Retired. 

10a Honeycombe, Oliver J. ..........0.s.0006 Fitters’ apprentice ......... 9,3d. per hour ...! Resigned. 

Tas Lancaster, William R. ........s0.000.0. Driveree ecrceccit scheint: 20/- per day...... Retired. 

Tees Mun On DOUGIASI ee hu. ceae aetes trae ro 110) OF LSSOh seen dasecscancceemanen 1/0§ per hour ...| Resigned. 

13 55 Howell) Frederick W-.<..ss00 vccsbusscoee Wagon builder ............ 2/4, per hour...’ Resigned. 

ae te Mules Johnie ss san co hota | Compressor attendant 16/- per day...... Retired. 

ide Paces Huper tories cect scence en ee Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/7$ per hour ...! Discharged. 

Thm: Primrose BUurtOne, scriesasceossscoweseence Structural steel workers’, 332d. per hour...! Resigned. 

apprentice. 

16, JOUNSON WHATCOM es na. veac tee catsese ce ree Call DOy RAs eases ses 8/3 per day ...... Resigned. 

16 ,,; Sternbeck, Mervyn. .+e.-6s-.fevesccoone s- Carriage builders’ appren-| 11),d. per hour..' Resigned. 

tice. 

wees: Wiatrens George mr ..c.cscsencereei ent Rough carpenter. ......... 1/9&% per hour ...! Retired. 

20°: 55 Hayes, JOseph Wie coidaeteecesccccesseces Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/3} per hour ...! Discharged. 

ome. Wilkie; Raymond »esecc.ccctescscwec se! Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 534d. per hour...! Resigned. 

De ee Gategoods Hiram te tec. ccccnc ec soascecss Shop bey 1/5,*,; per hour..,! Resigned. 

eA Se SW Fa Ven ORM es arr sen becerasn nae cose ccuealch Fuelman 14/- per day...... ' Resigned. 

DET oe CAV) ELOMAGION ccasaactaeties aca ssereoniosses Boilermakers’ helper ...... 1/11, per hour.. Retired. 

Suns McFayden, John Wire worker Garr ke, 1/10 per hour ... Resigned. 

Gao Le Bailey, Frederick SROPIDO Va ea scakscen ee 8id. per hour ...| Resigned. 

25. 55 Macauley, Michael J. Cal DO VEEN A remcor ds sede aioe 5/ Super dayeec Resigned. 

O50 ay Hitzgersid, TOWN 2 rassseeccrs ss ssceseeeet es ER DOUTER BE Re caret cies 1/7} per hour .,.| Resigned. 

D5 © 33 Buttsworth, Arthur’ 225... s.0.1s0c<c000 Fuelman 14/- per day...... Resigned. 

Shee PUTUCU OUR an cs de vendors teen soce ees Cleaner | 13/6 per day Deceased. 

96.5 Cieinients, JOM sarees ces orstehe se haces Carriage builders’ appren-, 1/4, per hour...| Discharged. 

tice. 

26 55 Bailey; Stephen Reicecssssscesccesuds0ee IDFIVEDE Rasen tahawe. sates 20/- per day-:.... Retired. 

De Skidmore, Rowland <0. .c.2.s00.ce0s0ss0s Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/3} per hour ...! Discharged. 

Ci hee Williamson; )TROMmas: sees... caee seco. Machinists’ apprentice 3gid. per hour...! Resigned. 

Oe an Huggonson,s George... sect csssesssenc Blacksmiths’ apprentice...{ 1/0%$ per hour...| Discharged. 

27 Jan Brays, ALtNUEterserec ages sess sonacteats WINE Ma Tides meee ce erence 16/--per day...... Deceased. 

OS) i. Robertson; Sohne cre ccass. ceo tena SUrikerWeesy nce easwcssceues 1/10 per hour ...| Resigned. 

29>.) Blatehford, Richard s..c.0,. neess<se- 55 Carriage and wagon fitter | 2/1% per hour ...| Retired. 

80/55 Dunkerley Joma 8 .ccse eet esos Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/0#2 per hour Discharged. 

Bits BYEUSy SO RMES Vane ree wt eeu Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/3} per hour ... Discharged. 

BT se Hartley nvohnye es nah aos nen Bitter mene cate ee 2/34 per hour ...| Resigned. 

Sime 5: Thorburn ys amessa on... so cap eeesee rk Shunting driver ............. 17/- per day...... Retired. 

Ny tae PPany) OWS co cevaes cece cote as eeeeka earn Strikerye pera. 1/9 per hour .....| Resigned. 
2 Feb Hind 35| Willlam) (Cyc. eetecos sn catsseecuons Fitters’ labourer ... 1/93 per hour ...| Retired. 
at | Hoycard, Edward .... SULIRER Bre were ttre. ome oer 1/9 per hour .....| Resigned. 
Lie Smith, Henry ......... Shunting driver ............ 17/- per day...... Retired. 
Sis Goodwins JAMesi en. s01s. eet c tee. Drivereven Mery a haucestedas 20/— per dayen-c: Resigned. 
Bars Culley, Harry cnc. eats nee Gall DON ster eeiccnce, 7/- per day ...... Dismissed. 
63 Thomas, Aliced pees ssses cct oe eeeees. Horemaites a Gene nee: £478 per annum | Deceased. 
(ane Moores Bertramincsr nec) .5s eee Fitters’ apprentice ......... 542d. yer hour...| Resigned. 
CS Dannatford) Henry 2 ).00)) snc UGH Cr Bes vac aca cecnee: 2/3% per hour ...| Retired. 
os Hodgess George sexy tes cet aee Drlviersiieeac heen och cose cae: 20/- per day...... Retired. 

(fm or LOUgnTEY a IEICS Viewer ren ote eae emer Fitters’ apprentice .. 1/3} per hour ...| Discharged 
S Gs Huby Alited.: nce scat coin eee Bitter eek iec 2/3% per hour .,.| Resigned. 
Bie Hassetin Josephine escheat ce Diriviengney erste toro casouecee 20 f2per daveccue Retired. 

OW. 5s Summerfield, Henry . PUIMEr eee epee 2/24 per hour ...| Retired. 

10s 5 Ikin, William ..... 7 Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/0j£d. per hour | Discharge.. 

ih Wa Fox. JOlt ar eae ee on ie Beltirepairer ce soe. 1/9} per hour. ...| Retired. 

te, PreolpHredericknge: eos e eee oe Mabourersinet aeseesc cc eons 1/7} per hour ...} Retired. 

a a Kidd, Diavidicat eee trae. pee nar, lu Deters ace trasuse 2/44 per hour ...| Resigned. 

Loans Buchanan, Georges. .e)en ess ans Carriage builder ............ 2/6 per hour ..... Retired. 

pee Aa Taylor William ese eee cs Biremang cote naae kone occ 16/- per day...... Deceased. 

ts 758 Kent,:Charies iassmeas. ae aes ts, och, Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/0¢2d. per hour | Discharged. 

TE are Pepper) Nevil Dy snow ene he Timekeeper .........., .| £208 per annum | Resigned. 

LS ot) Bond cNormanccscr eee eee Fitters’ apprentice .. 1/34 per hour .../ Discharged, 

15a MOOTE, J AMCs AL cts sec sl ee Cleaner ener ten acceso guckee 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 

1Ga7 Marsden: Brank...0. acoso tens DTV ies hae ncens ctec. <cacee 20/- per day...... Retired. 

16° 5; Houston; ft ames ...-e. tee Engine turner ............... 16/- per day...... Retired. 

16 ,, Hume; Georges pace tescc sc tenes Brass finisher...................) 2/23 per hour ...| Deceased, 

17a Beston,. JON) ee asses eee eee Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/1} per hour ... Discharged. 

1983 ONES Will iar Coe ee rete eae AG Ger Mere erent eed cs rence 2/3% per hour ...| Resigned. 

Pa ha Harveys Stepnenccc-.cc-cs see eee memes ADOURERD aratetoctcwecescecne 1/74 per hour ...| Resigned. 

A | es Wallace, Braces soot teer eee (3) fold 62h a et or eee RO £238 per annum | Deceased. 

Dees; Howe; Georges es at eee BOUT MAKCL cacpesciccccs docs, 2/2% per hour ...| Resigned. 

PAA ee Meane, George... cere nee eee eee TECHS ae eee Seen ae a 2/4 per hour ...| Dismissed. 

yee oe Graham, Jobin. escent cee eee Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/038d. per hour Discharged. ) 

id OES Twyman, George ............ BLLOMEDO Van neusete. eho ssnece « 83d. per hour ....| Resigned. : 

24o oe Grover, Arthur ..... Mvebtia mie hegeenen tice, caese 14/- per day...... Retired. 

24 ,,%¢| Rochfort, Albert... SOD OOVe tunscvocrte me eceee. 1/0} per hour ...| Resigned, 

CLy e Heid, James: Gs. cca eee TATA RSLS SER: Sp ep ae ee 20/- per day...... Retired, 

26 4 byrnes,.J ohn CO; oversee eon Ea DOUTCD Facute ch cas ances 1/934 per hour ..| Resigned, 

Dae ie LGBT GUY svansals nesses sonsaee meee ee IDRUGUTED ence keg seen ceeds 1/7} per hour ...| Resigned. 

T2a0 s, MeNeill, © W illiam:..c1cccse eee ee enkers. appren- 1/03% per hour ..| Discharged. 

ce. 
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1923. Locomotive: BRANCH, RaAlLWAYS—continued. 

28 Feb, | Whittaker, Simeon .....,.s.ssosceacasceees) UBDOUTED .....2.00.000s000000. | 13/- per day...... Retired. . 
baat Lang, James .......... Fitter .. ..| 2/3} per hour ...| Dismissed. 
1 Mar. | Hews, Raymond .-c.c.cccsccccneeeereseeces Glark See see ....| £223 per annum | Resigned. 

2c Morgan, Isaac J.....:ccesasesssesttergestace DFP 25554500803 sabes soenese| 20/- Per GAay!.:.;. Retired. é 
Dea Stratton, James: .;......:0c1.osheatestess. Farnaceman .................,| 1/10} per hour ..| Retired. 
Bose Anderson, Mathew, <7...c-cssvecssssecheee Vitters’ apprentice .........| 1/3} per hour ...| Discharged. 
5 he Holford, George <.c.ceccsescoadacssteetee ss Fitters’ apprentice .........| 3#{d. per hour ...| Resigned. 
BGs Fitzgerald, James Labourer .,.....0ccascsess .-.| 1/7§ per hour ...| Resigned. 
Daas Stead, Sydney... PTLT) LAWGOWERY ., cchetsnaresteeseete 1/7% per hour. ...| Resigned. 
ome Grimes) Walter:cc.-scecsesscersber tices Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/7% per hour ...| Discharged. 
a Foster. Colintcs sneer ee eee Machinists’ apprentice ....| 1/04§ per hour ..| Discharged. 
HO) 55 Bell, Albert ........ Ronse eee tatke ‘aeeeeee| Blacksmiths’ apprentice...) 1/34 per hour ...| Discharged. 
1055 Byrnas, Leopold .2..5.c0..sesnsscheaste ans Coppersmith.................. 2/3% per hour ...| Resigned. 
Olea Davies, Llewellyn .............+- Shop boy ........ besebiersteds | 1/32 per hour ...| Dismissed. 
129%; Lake, Charles coset saree reece GaSMUber Lie icscsseteccseace 2/4% per hour ...| Resigned. 
U3 ss Houtson, Georges cc.ccocssecoeessesseees Call boy .... 1/1} per nour ...) Resigned. 
130%;5 Scott, John; hivctescescetesscascetestes cee Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/7} per hour ...| Discharged. 
135. Clark, Alister ..%....0.ga:cc-cccesseanttseees Carriage buitdérs’ appren-| 9}3d. per hour...) Resigned. — 
tice. 
ZS Bourke, Charles, <............assasedacanee PITEMABN.c55 5.55 yesh be ae ss aad 2/- per hour......| Resigned. 
aie es Pritchard, Edward..:......... oeesseeeeseed Fitters’ apprentice .........) 1/3} per hour ...| Discharged. 
Ls Reece. William ...v.:.1..s.s0s0cbsasbateesss Tinsmiths’ apprentice...... 1/072 per hour ..| Resigned. 
ie es Mulligan, Ferghal ... Patterninakers’ appren- 1/092 per hour ..| Discharged. 
tice. 
1:9: 5 Mathews, William ...........s0cses shina Peis as iisiieisosssassasecs 2/13 per hour ...| Deceased. 
19 eS Loughman, Arthur’....:..-ssssisessassean Labourer ........... spaeetasse 1/7} per hour ...| Resigned. 
10) 5; Vincent, Henry ©2.........-.s:005 rT | EROREE ( so3e5 hs tetas gaigaeessst 2/3% per hour ...| Retired. 
ORY oA Murray, Raymond ......:..-5..2ss34 Ppp Mag -t6s55 5144.5sSsseaesses | 2/- per hour....... | Resigned. 
28 5; Harris= Birnestinn.cseeetececes eos dsbagebess Compressor attendant .....| 2/- per hour......| Retired. 
BB) ars Wavlor, w@rnestizcccc.ccccescoceecevneseeeaes Lotomoti e superinten-| £800 per annum! Deceased. 
dent. 
Ri a5 O'Reilly, Gustave .......0....sasatissiesss Boilermakers’ apprentice vate per hour ..| Discharged. 
Sle. Elliott; Ronald. .0......cconsecsessebibes shee UleSRGEsi ss Sieict taba. satatscs ..| 1/8} per hour ...! Resigned. 
1922 PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
18 Nov. }/ ZLrotter, James! Co oo rscns.s.sasseaets | Acting assistant engineer | £458 per annum { Discharged. 
1 Dec Kendall, Roberti <....cs-.cesesacencabeeeeet Engineer-in-Chie. ror £1,250 peran. ...| Retired 
Existing Lines. 
Ginga. Seeley, Thomas. .....<ccas-sscosssshanereote WN ALATA thoes. taciotss sceacaae 13/- perday ...| Retired. 
7A ae Gartner:,Albert: 2si.icesacessnousnesteeeees ) POcbIGE si.3:: sts per eeeeees 14/- per day ..... .| Resigned. 
1923. 
1 Jan Taylor; Charles) .o.cccccc--a-pos aene eee ee | Carpenter ....... ab Spcayees 2/44 per hour Retired. 
VALLE Norton, William (:5......~..<-,sesn5tesees Hethler 20s 550k t ates sses03002% 13/6 per day Retired. 
2 ae Corney, Joseph 1 Retperen d sxe oo. chads cassns 13/6 per day Retired. 
Dome Colmer, James Webplep t.rset2.25fis2 225285208 13/6 per day ...| Retired. 
eS Haines, Thomas ... GANGer is. 05s. ssasetee 16/- per dav.......) Retired. 
Oe a Ryan Anthony Wettler 25.2928) satesenes 13/6 per day Resigned 
mes Gumbleton, Arthur  <.........ce5eesse205 Bridg> labourer 13/6 perday ...| Resigned. 
S255 Bye, Charles te--ccwsssccscssscreseeesasnsaas Sub-l ispettor -:.:2.5.2.000:- £378 per annum..| Deceased. 
Te 35 Sloane, Charles R. ....... 13/6 per day...... Dismissed. 
15) oe Thompson, William ! 14/- per day...... Resigned 
Loe, Bennett. Louis............. | 14/- per day....:. Resigned. 
va, Hams, Edmond J. .. ...| 14/- per day...... Resigned. 
iW ite 7 Quinn, Thomas ..... ...| 14/- per day...... Resigned. 
LSS Grunsel, Thomas .............. ..| 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
VAN aa Payne; George ....6.cscrenccctapsocsstaes | POULIGE ses ca5ibegeces a. 13/6 per day...... Discharged. 
23 te Campbell, Percy ....0..0c.<sesssacdaeteoced Labourer 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
230m Burns; Wdwird) “e...--ccseesnenedeaseeras GBURED satdzecds fiacesdeosssacs 15/- per day...... Retired 
DG oe Tickle, William “.i.5...:ssaesssaaceteeeases BOGter’ 2etscatsdcetcbaweoiassss 14/- per day...... Resigned. 
1 Feb. | Prentice; Andrew .............cssassse0i8 Chor ~ cthiseeeed dR tisacieas £298 perannum..| Retired. 
De Honeysett, Vivian .......:...0sssbisssaass WOUUGh ts eask ese eo see ed 13/6 per day...... Resigned. 
Cae Gollagher, Fohn .......2..0...0ss0058e80082 Peper eo socacdi, Soest iewthtecet 13/6 per day...... Resigned. 
Reeth Synold, Albert. .cccebesncesnorewoseatanes WEUHER: thas sree see iseatesecoes 14/- per day...... Resigned. 
WO Gs McShane, Harold scc-cescsssteeseteneeees It Petelen Se pteee, cosh. oie ot 14/- per day...... Resigned. 
LO Blowmns,d Otway oc... scaseseesseeeenae ieee Loadiag clerk ....,.......... £478 per annum..| Retired. 
ye Se Herne, James ........ sececgecedesaneeese see 1 GEAMRE apse) 3EPe Seto) scacaie 16/- per day ..... Retired. 
oes Whitford, Willtam® ..5:...5..-s¢:ceseseeete| Withers shes fs ciks.anitses 2/2% per hou- ...| Resigned. 
14 oer Anderson, Hrancds” ..-cesssesseeneseeseseeal Elevator aitendant  ...... 1/103 per ho r...| Dismissed. 
LO Harvey, Thomas: =. -v.--o=-ssaseaesseeee | ATR SCE Dee eet: scae cess Aopaene 15/- per day...... Retired. 
Ts ay Hughes, E@ward | o..s0c0000::s.s30esse058 |) Rethlet 1). tissitisesesecaveesss 13/6 per day......] Resigned. 
19253 Courtman, James ..............055 shadies Beepler .i.c.s3subelsseseectes 13/6 per day......) Dismissed. 
205 Gumbleton, Norman ..........s..:20s%e05 Retelppocees sects sitckcstsagseds 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
Zee ss YOUNG; DOWN Vcore sarees ssc aeemateeeene 13/6 per day...... Retired. 
22s Webster, Harold 1/10; per hour..' Deceased. 
24 4, Denny, Robert 1/103 per hour,..! Resigned. 
aE Collier, William 13/6 per day...... | Dismissed. 
26 mass Urwin, Alfred M. 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
ane Weeirs FaMes vcs... cenccsvaes canpenanseene | BOGIEE 232.2543. SeSssseseaesoee 13/6 per day...... Resigned. 
28 5, | Davidson, James D. 2. ....02.-235 pacauty GARBER Sriliisisecherstsesasaes 15/6 per day...... Resigned. 
6 Mar. | Mulhall, James ...............0005 igesasi2 Rethier 12>. favelessccastesssecns 1/9 per hour ..... Resigned. 
Sianss Stevens, William  .2........:-,sssagess035 1/9 per hour......; Resigned. 
Gir Cutler), Arthur jccpeasessss-< sanetas 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned. 
18 ,, | Connare, John ......... 1/8} per hour ...| Deceased. 
20; Pennell, Herbert ee 1/9 per hour...... Resigned. 
21 55 Gallagher, James.......,..- .. 1/11} per hour...) Retired. 
21a. Edgar, Harold S...........-..+«: ' £298 per annuin..| Deceased. 
23. 5, Marchant, Richard E. ........... gedesee’ BOtthee® s..255..5cc3090 ) 1/82 per hour..,.. Deceased. 
1922. TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
10 Nov. | Wilkinson, Thomas BORE Fijictscastpsatecgiaees 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
145; Hughes, Charles F. POEGEE Pei. FF ads aeteeees 13/- per day...... Resigned. 
LGuees Williams, Alfred .......... JUNOT POLbEP 4...2.0...00088 5/8 per day ...... Dismissed. 
28 ,, Hales, Henry ........... Porber® 2%; saantiscitesssstesse 13/- per day...... Resigned. 
11 Dec. | Harvey, David .c..c.c0s.ce.2.5.ca6e0 Junior porter .............0. 7/- per Gay ....05 Dismissed. 
es Murray, Randolph Ticket coM32b6r ........254- 14/- per day...... Dismissed. 
iy Craig, James ....... POPE? Tishisecatetestseeseaete 13/6 per day......| Dismissed. 
ie A McFadzean, Douglas .. .....| Junior porter . 7/- per day ......| Resigned. 
ots Webber, George ..... Porter ,.....2..5 13/6 per day......| Retired. 
OS, German, Philip V. ........... er ....| Adult shunter 14/6 per day...... Deceased. 
23°95; Hunt, Tames Ee. cceuwesssccseasseccseareess Junior porter ............... 7/- per day ...... Resigned. 
oO Dart, Claude Ko is...:.2..25-5s-s50gesane9 Junior porver ....... seeeheee | 9/9 per day ...... Dismissed. 
Oye oe Jeffcott, Hector POrver Ot se eect estas 13/- per day...... Resigned. 
OT es Gearside, Samuel JtiniGr Porbe? ...6.....003s08 4/6 per day ...... Resigned. 
29 5, Winnell, Conrad hi: -.5..s-c.sssascssnese JUNIOT POET ........0.0,008 9/9 per day ...... Resigned. 
Sie Eyies, Charles Biv...;:.....0.ssosastaesnsess POrber a rhish ss .desees sas..| 13/* per day...... Res‘gned. 
1923. 
1 Jan. | Williams, Solomon <......0.c-0cccseseoesss Junior Porter ¢....5..06.0855 7/- per day ...... Resigned. 
2 Wheeler, Ernest .........:00.ssesesscesedoe Lad gatekeeper ....,....... 7/- per day ...... Discharged. 
3833 Drewe, Cleveland .........:-:ssstaesaseet Signalman ..........00..000 14/6 per day...... Deceased. 
3 oes Morehead, Thomas W. ............:s000+ Junior porter .............4: 4/6 per day ...,.. Resigned. 
4255 Conroy, William E........ RebOCbens er RL Adult shunter ..,.. Fr rskavese 14/6 per day...... Dismissed. 
45; Villiers, Josephine ............+- arseetpiee Attendant........... Sasesiaats 14/6 per week ...| Resigned. 
4 eas O’Connor, Howard Clerk Seo, 28 £298 per annum..| Retired. 
OM; Smith, Florence ........ eteses Machinist ....... 1/254 per hour...| Discharged. 
(hoes Adams, Leslie T. Night officer £258 per annumi..| Resigned. 
ar McRae, Lonza POLE: Tsarie-as soavelesseces| L&/- per ARY. i752 Dismissed. 
0 5 Hyland, William .,,...,sssseeeeseeeeeeee| JUMOr porter ...............] 4/6 per day «..... Resigned. 


Date. Name. 


11 Jan...) Rouney, Oscar J. ........scsscncoscsaseet 
12. 35 Thomson, John R ... 


iA ae Hankins, [s8ac oo. ....ccc. 000th osesbereee 
aA A Crabtree; Harry ..2.....0..0.0ssheseten ithe 
5 Woodward, Norman ..............s:0.02: 


13 Crocker, Herbert J. 
727;, Sheldrick, Gordon 


er eeer ere er errr rere 


14>, Small, Robert: .:....5....scss0eet eee 
13” ,, Windred, Richard W............:...08+: 
18 ;, Saunderson, James 

10 Page, Albert......... 

20 45 Cross, Walter B. 

2 Haining, Clarence ...........cssss20c0000+ 


20 ,, Hall, Walter G. 
OTs. Deane, Leslie J. .........-0ssc2hseeesseeees 
tse Jolly, George T. ....:i2:)..cstuteesaeeetnes 
oy da Cochet, Minnie 


26 », Dargan, Louise M. 


23 ,, Menzies, Andrew 


Aten e rene ne sewsssereees 


30 ,, Donoghue, Bridget .......¢.s.2.020ss-0: 


SIE” 5 Bell Airlani <.cccasescecnctee a eee Night officer ...:...:...:. £258 per annum 
$1.3 Balding, Philip Migeme i teserte eee Porter C7 ogsvik bes densasenes 13/6 per. day ... 
st 4: Mooney, Charled es .1 ce sen eee Junior porter .............+- 4/6 per day ...... 
“Feb. |, Larkin, Frederick: ..2,...<0cafsesseepgeti Porter 13/6 per day...... 
10 McLauchlan, Reginald .. ..| Porter 14/- per day...... 
Ome fe COUlSON, Grace ne. tsa erreiieoniees oe Gatekeepor 4/3 per week and 
quarters. 
i) Snodgrass, Merton .....,..... fare! pages Porter 72. a ccassiasesaacssets 13/6 per day...... 
Eee; Gee) Willian dys ites sbi i) ere tacas JUNIO POTtef ........2...665 7/- per day ...... 
rhe ey. JESSOD,, MAIER yy ees ee eta eben bad ene telsi Bignalman ...:..c.s::...,055 17/- per day...... 
rie ae Bartlett; BUa oor, fo eee ee sel res Sek Gatekeeper .........5........ 14/- per week ... 
740 Bray, PROMAaS 5 ,..202.222.cc;choedansseestes Stationmaster ............... £298 per annum 
and quarters. 
tha-, Rolph; Eleanor  ...5s2..-0ssehes¥icteesaes Gatekeeper .................. 11/7 per week and, 
auart rs. 
Abaess Mond) Walter i siacccsessesds net oee tenes: GIAMIES 55h o 22h asdassacrecehece 16/6 per day 
iy ee Whites Daniel’ 00 o. i ccsctk ect etaeseiese Borer ist 3S chi atesstess> 13/6 per day .. 
16S Hooworth, George. ....:..¢0..5:2533/h.225. AMMIOr POTEET 6)2555.)5.500.- 9/9 por day ...... i 
16 ., Edwardy, Frederick ...............s00s EGQEper fou sssastceseanete sees 13/6 per day 
1 Vite? Thompson, Peter W. ..........2655ilises: Night officer.................. £258 per annum..| 
18: Woodall, Frederick  .,.........s.c..s008. Relief officer. ;..::.:.....2:.- £368 per annum.. 
20 ,, Murray, Richard Le ...2:sisisisethitsi3: Junior porter ..............- 7/- per day ...... 
CN eS Searson, John -.5..2s.:.c01.0008sseseseeees! Car conductor .............5. 13/- per day...... 
ee Randell, Gordon EB. ........issscss080305 VOTLEE, aici therellsassesebaen 13/6 per day 
P80 Hardy, Elsie M. ...... Attendant: .:....2....5...000.: 17/1 per week ... 
Cee Delves, Catherine ..| Car Cleaner ........... 10/-per day ...... 
oe eee Dunne, Daniel . ...0.......4.55% ged 8T55 Junior porter ..| 7/- per day ....:. 
26) 9; Murphy, Andrew...............cssssseesee. WMATA: bi52.decdibetes sseec—5 es 16/6 per day .., 
26, Turner, Matilda: ....cc.s.s.sss2eheeeeisehe: Attendant.............:...00008 7/4 per week and 
quarters. 
26 ,, O'Sullivan, George ...........s0i.ds-de024 Juntor porter ...........66+ 8/1. per day, ..;.3. 
26! 5, Piper) OUSAa Uc css cencncesnketeee te ienee Gatekeeper ...........c00002- 4/3 per week anl 
quarters. | 
36) 5, | Punlong, Bomar ci.c.cc0ce e553 f eee Saat BRPE DOR | Foor se oe stocks 14/- per week ...! 
aah. Waldon, Ernest Jy oc.c5223) 22 esse} | Telezgra h Operator......... £203 per anniam..) 
28, McCracken, Thomas s2h.) NiGht oMfePc52555)...2.08-s. £258 paranaum.. 
Que Reno, Herbertis..22-: see. sre tr RSET yo oe 2 13/- per day...... / 
Ps aes Hawley, carer: curses stan ccteeeeeete | Adult shunter .... 14/6 perday ...| 
28 ,, Pridgen WiTAmMio see ereiiateststenccs Ss eft 2¢ Mees Bt) eee eee eee 16/6 per day 
28, Sheehan, Catherine ..........:...0...... Gatekeeper ..,............-.. 21/4 per week ...| 
OR... Stewart, Thomas...........:.225232.222815. Borer rire sii acetee 14/- per day...... 
Voie Be Kemp), Bdward © ...6.::2s.anstagesrees bd Parra as Pee Er 14/- per davy...... 
f Mar: | Davies; Maud «....0i:.000010 28tz20200, Gatekeeper ..........:...000- 4/3 per week and 
: querer 
5 fy Bee McJannet, Walter ............s:0.00 teks.) BEAAORMASEEL 2... ...c00.0005 £288 per annum 
and quarters. 
A es Richards, Wilfred Senior porter 14/- per day...... 
ye Harper, Harry .... ss) GOP geciesstils £323 per annui.. 
Boer Hall, William) O. ¢....<ccsc.ss0piesere eens CARER hie. MET 2h oe as £238 per annum.. 
2, Stephenson, George .............0..2.02: Junior porter 8/1 per day ...... 
ae. Nash, JOseph. 2. iccsccasetsobttebea esses 5 75) DET A ao Ee oe 13/6 per day 
6; Powell, Frederick  ........05d5 002025242252 Stationmaster .............-. £368 per annum 
and £50 rent. 
Gh; Schofield, John: © .....c.05500:883330 ee Stationmaster ............... £328 per annum 
i | and quarters. 
a % | Randall, Matthew .<...:3-ccdseetesigeiin | PUWOT POTERT 5. 5.252.50<002. 8/1 per day ...... 
8 ,, Graff, Charles E. seSisel POWER, 225 i8i-3 33. ie ss cosa de. 14/- per day...... 
a5. Muirhead; David ..2...:i2Reee . Stationmaster ............... £288 per annum 
| and quarters, 
Ome, Hughes,/"Maude i. s.c.cc;sssnesenesencnen Gatekeeper ..........:200000- 4/3 per week and 
quarters. 
10” 5s Newman, John H.. ..........0cadssessst052 AHUGAII Ly wen tae Saotasasaced sooo: 16/6 per day 
10 Parkinson, Hannah......:...csthieeseits: Attendant. ..........cccceceeee 7/4 per week and 
quarters. 
120. Adams, John. .c:d:.cy.0cccsnsdbeaseeeeees ee AGUBTE open ohpboascaivenecess 16/6 per day ... 
Ey Baker, Arthur A. | ...200053855¢25252823.: Relief Officer: ::. 232.520.0050 £258 per annum.. 
ae Langham, Emily J. ...i:3:dhess3e255352 Gatekeeper .............0656+ 4/3 per week and 
; quarters. 
145, ¢ Stramberg, Phillip ..:.....0:.:2:ei7:!.; Junior porter 8/1 per day ...... 
15. 5, Cunningham, Matthew Guard ........ ,...| 16/6 per day 
TS 5; Murtagh, Thomas .........02333sases8b50 Junior clerk ......,........05. £127 per ananum.. 
6.) ;; Stokes, Daniel ...........3.ssabtsstetseniess Stationmaster £288 per annum 
and quarters. 
Lanes, Hodges, Joseph E. ..........ccsseeeccsreee POPCCE cas ccisacsvsoscaccterts 13/6 per day 
be Burgley,-Altved! Js $iii..5.;s-s0teseceseeee Adult shunter ............... 14/6 per day 
Eh Pratt; NOPMMAlisse.¢00cs0ca<ssseeesgsevasanes JUNIOL POFter ...sssscceeeees 7/- POT GR . ..ras0 
its; Harvey, Alveena  ..5..05si2ielormeaestaes AtHENGANE : . 055.520.5502 5008005 7/4 per week and. 
quarters. 
19.45; Hynsonj, Baden ©! .....:.sss13;2s30-cs3029 Junior porter .............65 8/1 per day ...... 
20) 55 Farrell, James W. . .| Junior porter .,.. 8/1 per day ...... 
20s. Marance, Cecil ooo) .cessscasssuecasee od ....| Adult shunter . ..| 14/6 per day ... 
20: 55 Deeney,, Patrick 5.......sas2ss2eessiceisess Porter .:.5..ds35s058 sargeheses 13/- per day...... 
20 ,, Daeg, William ...0.0:.05(e72tstsite. Guard ...... bebsesdbidssvoasaal 15/6 per Gay. 2:: 
20 5; Cavanagh, Alice .....s.ccccssdeevsospoteess Attendant...,....... pi lsateire 17/1 per week ... 
was ALE DORN As cpocnssaccieessdssiadanstiees Goods labourer ..,......-++ 14/- per day...... 
21 Wells, Edith A. .....e.ssccofsssssefcaeeies Gatekeeper ..........cc:eee 14/- per week ... 
21 ,, Mann, Robert ........... Rory TES ich Night officer: ......s1....05006 £258 per ann‘im.. 


‘| Stationmaster 


TRAFFIC BRANCI; RaILWAYS—condinued,. 


Junior porter 
Chere? siete: 


Junior porter ............... 
POTIRE = cess sites etieessts 


Janiorclerk  ..........,.... 


Junior porter ............... 
Stationmaster ............... 


Lad gatekeeper 
Junior porter ... 


a Night officer ids gissctenet 


Clerk 

Car condtictor ............... 
Junior porter ............... 
DPOPCEE Ys. fess: 2a 58sssseesaeest 


Gatekeeper ............0006+- 
POIGER | Missctheaseercsstereeat 


Gatekeeper 0553355 .55052.552 


5/8 per day ..,... 
£428 per annum.. 
£328 per annum 
and £50 rent. 
5/8 per day ...... 
13/- per day...... 
£127 per annum.. 
8/1 per day ...... 
£288 per annum 
and £40 rent. 
8/1 per day ...... 
7/- per day ...... 
£298 per annum 
£298 per annum 
13/- per day...... 
3/11 per day...... 
13/6 perday...... 
£101 per annum 
19/- per week ... 
14/- per day...... 
7/4 per week and 
quarters. 

21/4 per week 
and quarters. 
£288 per annum 
and quarters. 
11/7. per week 
and quarters. 


Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Retired. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Retired. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Discharged. 


Retired. 
Retired. 
Retired. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 


Resigned. - 


Retired. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Disinissed. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 


Dismissed. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 


Deceased. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 


Resigned. 


' Retired. 


Retired. 


Deceased. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Retired. 


Resigned. 
Resigned, 
Resigned. 
Retired. 

Retired. 

Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
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Date Name. | Position. | Rate, | Remarks. 
1; 23. TRAFFIC BRANOH, RAILWA¥YS—continued. 
22 Mar. | Johnson, Eliza.......... euaeeee waenlsee ation Gatekeeper .......ccsceseseee 4/3 per week ang) Retired. 
quarters. 
23 Maes Harris, PSrnest 2c... cescanceesovcsagepuawanes Watchman: fi.)53..0.-.s000- 13/5 per day Resigned. 
24 «3, Hickey; Walter “is... cs.csec-sscncodsescccs Junior porter ... 4/6 per day ...... Resigned. 
2 6uees SmiWBSLe0! Js iiccacdetusssvesecttesveskne: Porter gb cesctsvsetecensaccuee 13/6 per day Resigned. 
2 ass Willson, Pillen iE. oo cccscasscceactsmutaccces Gatekeeper ........cceeeeeeee 4/3 per week and| Resigned. 
quarters. 
23 ae Frost; Herbert sccesccvesssaadusosnecceptes SP UNIOLADORCCI-Bavacaeeespscees 7/- per day ...... Resigned. 
8a Peacock, Mary cccsccsccacsesccunspnuesitence Attendant... cdssssectscaccases 38/- per week ...| Retired. 
28, Snowball, Andrew ..........sccccssceeeees Clerk. cccce.chekcvsssreneeteeees £283 per annum..| Resigned. 
ra os MacGregor, Keith 2... c-ssssqceexaeepacee JUNIO“ DOLLEL jratscousces mae 7/- per day ...... Resigned. 
29, Allen, Rose. Ginds...es-2.sc0cepmeniccenns pal Gar ClOADET ge,o5.8 secu ch vores 10/- per day...... Resigned. 
29s, Clarke, Arthur ........... esc deasnbncea eee Stationmaster ...........060. £298 per annum} Retired. 
and quarters. 
30,5 Pallister, John; fic. cccccoscasecssaeserense JUNIONELSTIG j.neracos-cececens £127 per annum..| Resigned. 
30 =, Kelly, Edith M. .............. cpaiplembinesia Attendant..........ss0ceceeees 17/1 per week ...| Retired. 
Sie; Brain; Sidney €. eecsaee eee ere WV UDIOKI POLLEY, oye scesiicesacse 5/8 per day ...... Resigned. 
SL oms Johns, John S............ Dein sat state aera fare INIGHUIOSR COT vehicnspecenscine- £258 per annum..} Resigned. 
1923. SIGNALLING BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
26 Keb.) Barden, Job Is cc.ca ceases ceacwsere eer { Moulders’ apprentice ...... | 8¢4d. per day .../ Resigned. 
1923. ELECTRICAL BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 

2 Jan Gilmour} Francis! Pn iscsccs<esssdvnesseves Biwitcheriacccasesstcessemees 5/8 per day ...... | Resigned. 
9 tae. Holloway, JObm Bie te.csccescese saeeteere Shift engineer......0...0cesese 20/8 per day s+ Resigned. 
13 Feb Stallwood, Herbert W...........cscccscses Sub-station junior........... 1/13 per hour ...| Spor cloys p 

2 Mar. |} Degotardi, Charles H.  ..........0...0005 Sub-station junior........... 103d. per eee Resigned. 

3 oss Diamond, William Unc cacesestoenercscuie La DOUTGR ue cacseetecestnsiscticss 1/7} per hour ...! Resigned. 

1923. STORES BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
30 Jan. | Weston, Arthur Js 2... .ccscccesccssseeevns SULOTEMIAN'.. peccsccsrseceseees 15/4 per day...... Resigned. 
17 Feb. | Duhige Willian .c.csussccstroersesees Labourer Oi cccsevcsescadescse 13/- perday ...| Resigned. 
17 Mar. | Mighell, Daniel ....... caoas teccapeeectennete Tabourer G2 0.cs)<cacecscaeees 1/8§ per hour ...| Retired. 
1923. GENERAL BRANCHES. 
10 Feb. | Downey, James H. ..........45 na pdeece LEK pave. ciaadacctessuorsecaees £338 per annum..| Resigned (Institute). 
20 ,, JOHNS; DOLOEhY) Wesesscseencesessseevecnees | Clerks giants cat oetencen cence £206 per annum..| Resigned (Institute). 
4 og Hewit; Janet. Giscsscsecsecsces tov crovenics Office:cleaner fea pessecs ee 42/6 per week....| Resigned (Statistical). 
1922. TRAFFIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 
29°\Nov.) | Deady; Johnidia a: .ecescesscs teen encores Conductors s..seo eee 1/11,4, per hour..] Dismissed. 

8 Dec: | See; Rupert W. a. 0,--.sccsessseceteenenees Conductorisrsc,tsseresets = 1/107, per hour..} Dismissed. 
12 ~=4,; Brown, Frederick G.).52..c. ccssectecsee Condiictort ss o.1-- eee 1/11, per hour..} Dismissed. 
UBS Robinson, Leslie R.  ..........sceeeeeeees Conductors 2.2... esvececeses 1/11,4 per hour..| Retired. 
30 ous Harris; J obn Eos... .scscccseeetcvenseetees Electric driver ...x<222...- 2/1,4 per hour ..| Resigned. 

1 ; 

1 Jan. |“Macnab, Joseph’S. .........-ssscssseneress Cher ree rensan sclesecae sevice £338 per annum..| Retired. 

Tiss Hall, Francis: (0c. cetscsecnsecstcesareeen: Bettlen siehoacniicacetsssce ose 15/- per day.......] Dismissed 

ag Emery; Clarence H. .:ics.5.0...00es0ese Condlictor acc ee 1/11, per hour..| Resigned 

45s Graham George! Bi. esse. cece teres Electric driver . :<..:..:-.. 2/1,4, perhour ..| Resigned 

By AS Baston, Bruceteccsseicccs one Junior motor cleaner ...... 5/8 per day ...... Resigned 

5 5, Grills: Walter Bo 0. soe yaa Conductors 2 eee 1/11,, per hour..} Resigned 

i Bais Wallace, Ernest'G ~ o2oacieeee pees Conductor. .o eo Sise. cesses 1/10}? per hour. |} Resigned 

1h G 5 Walsh, francis: Ww. 3c. ee Conductor sess tere 1/11,, per hour..} Discharged. 

aes Godbee Thomas ENSpectot nase cee tecutentess £378 per annum..| Retired. 
2S mas Carter, Archibald Conductor.......... 1/11, per hour..! Dismissed. 
25 ss Mackellar, Roy E. .... @onductoriee.ce. 1/11;% per hour..| Retired. 
26meas O’Brien, Patrick V. Conductor... 1/11,4, per hour..} Retired. 

2705 Mitchell, George J. Fettler oe ete eee 15/- per day....... Resigned. 
29 4, MeGlone; Roberts. ..00.ceessoeereene eee Conductore.n. se s.cserecee 1/1049 per hour..} Retired. 

1 Feb Digby; CecilsA ase. .ccesceseceeeee et eeee Conductori.sy.2ssaccsseeesens 1/1039 per hour. | Resigned. 

Le: Smith Robert shag eee Conductors sens nee 1/10} per hour..| Resigned. 

el das, Chigwidden, Frederick J. ............... Ganper 22sccsescseoeeecaee 16/6 per day ...| Resigned. 

A ede Grieve, Denis Ba, seer eee nee Conductor= ese 1/11; per hour} Resigned. 

Sh ay Shelverton, William H. .(/\2810.230..... District Superintendent £593 perannum | Retired. 
and quarters. 

5 ss Blanks, Henry Fy) ..ccsswsenaesenanteees Condiictorsene eee 1/11, per hour..| Resigned. 

ry) Boardman, Norman Conductor... 1/10}? per hour..| Resigned. 

8 4, O’Bytne, John ©. ...... Conductor... .| 1/104? per hour..| Resigned. 
it 2 oes Woodbridge, Thomas Cond uctoriie: oe 1/11 per hour..| Resigned. 
12. Shepherd, William P. Conductor ties 1/10, perhour..} Resigned. 
12 oes Burton, Alewander R.  ...2.......0..0008 Conductor: 22. eect. scssserce 1/11, per hour..| Resigned. 
12 53 Schutz, Oliver Came eee Conductorierrs sees 1/11 ¥4 per hour..| Dismissed. 
13, Geraghty, HaroldiJiom sca sceneen ee Receiving clerk ............. £258 per annum..| Resigned. 

ld 3; Herbert, Thomas ecussvccs-cseenen este Jumlon: clerk neeeererees £157 per annum..| Resigned. 

Sees Graham, Gordon M. .........2..s.0eee0e8 Electric driver  .........00. 2/1;4 perhour ..| Resigned. 

TS 5 Jones, Eric: CO... oreo eect Condirctor ses ee 1/114 per hour..| Resigned. 

18; Lambert, Charles H. ............c0es00000 Conductore:...c sees 1/10}% per hour..| Resigned. 
LSS; Stanley, William O..... Conductor... 1/11 ,4 per hour..| Deceased. 
ee Matthews, Joseph B. . Conductor... 1/11 per hour..| Resigned. 
2277, | Smiths Albert A saieee ceeeen aemnnnnae Ganger’e naar ee hee 16/6 per day Resigned. 

We 22 Sa, Chambers, Eames. Geiscoess ovscescusceenes Dtartersaresere sso crescent 96/- per week.....| Resigned. 
22 4, Stiff, Frederick ..........0.coccsccersesttes Ticket examiner ............ £273 per annum..| Deceased. 
24 3, MeCarthy,, Hilda MvaG.s..c cece eee Juniorelerk “l..0sscc.eese £100 per annum..| Resigned. 
AE as O'Connor; Johnsen ak cee Conductors. wie eee 1/11, per hour..| Resigned. 
28 55 Mullican; sDavid tears enereceeere Conductorsern.scccss costes: 1/1039? per hour..| Resigned. 

; 28 ,, Webster; Arthur Kit oscuseereeeetieree: Electric driver  .......... 2/1, perhour ..| Resigned. 

1 Mar. | Hookway, William H. ....... Sones esa] CONGUCTOT See po mencecs scene 1/1144 per hour..} Resigned. 

Bags Vaughan; Henry ty..c. oe eee Electric driver .| 2/1;4 per hour ..| Retired. 

6 5 French, Edwin H.... Conductor........ : 1/114 per hour..| Resigned. 

6 ;, Morphet, Edwin T... 1 Conductoriece-csccestreccenees 1/11, per hour..| Resigned. 

7 oss MeLarens John Cimeseence eee Conductone: ccc 1/1049 per hour..| Resigned. 

3s Mlook; James Bsiccecenaseor ee Junior Clerks weeps see eee £157 per annum..| Resigned. 

' 8 55 Moore, Robert W............cecccsssssceseee Junior clerk” Vidicccsscesese £76 per annum ..| Resigned. 

ll ,, Poppleton, Joseph ........c0ccccsssesoeses Shed chargeman ............ £258 per annum..| Retired. 
12 ;; Halley; Soins: scare cnceecetetan cence Electric driver ..,..0..0... 2/1,4, perhour ..| Retired. 
13 5s Robinson, Reginald ..........,......00eees Conductoriiracctecssessceseeee 1/1174 per hour..| Resigned. 
17 4, Jenkins, WPhillip Pie em eee oy cee eee Conductor fers.teno eee 1/11;% per hour..| Resigned. 
BW go Harrison, Alfred ............... ee neeeaen Fettler (0252: cee 15/- per day.......| Resigned. 
19 ,, Nobel, Francis:Js li oveccu-cactonnce Conductorisees ecceseectee: 1/114 per hour..! Resigned. 

1922 ELECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 

1 Nov Callaghan, Ronald R. ...............6-. Cleaner innicdosaeceetentteoets 1/2’ per hour...| Resigned. 
13° Ss, Mitchell Cyril Bem reece cerca nese eeree Cleaneruiceieeincnce omen 1/1% per hour ...| Retired. 
25umes Glanville, Albert W. ........ccsesscsseees Controllerman ............... 2/-; per hour....| Resigned. 
24) Deo..) Blair, John isoccdcccscces sas nacaveeenaesants qecaeal mechanics’ ap-| 1/4;4 per hour ..| Discharged. 

prentice. 

29 55 Hunter, Harry J. ......00..-scsWesseetee Cleaner sate sscsces seo sonedew ens 104d. per hour..| Dismissed. 
U0 eee Morris WAlliam Werth csssuccvieesseeuv eats. Cleaner 5.220 ssefenvss<ssensnes 1/6 per hour..... Dismissed. 
4Jan. | Gibbons, Edward R. ....... enacepsosttess SROD DOYassesdtsessesstresees 1/3,% per hour ..| Resigned. 
yr Williams, Richard =7...0s..cssssecessssen sol Cleaney <earcecesiecs seanen medals 1/2s% per hour ..| Resigned. 

Bs O'Halloran; Thomas Poy osecccereeset «cl Cleamerincariieceeeseressucste ee 1/-y; per hour....| Dismissed. 


SE TT TE TS ST SSN TSI TESTE COOLED IOI OEP ETE OLE PDO ETE DEE PEA EDO LT ETE EET DO EL REIN ETE ET NEE A ORE ETE A REE OAT EI IE 


Position. 


Date. feey’ Name. 

Es a. ae a Es 

1923, 

8 Jan Henley, Cecil John ........... aenneaviaed 
10); Cumming) John: Ha 2 ee 
tI PR Littles Hd ward’ Jae. eter ak ane 
Lie; 

Die ss 
17 »y 
19 SOnCs ATEN GT ei cose oe ae 
PA ae Parkinson, William A. .................. 
26° 45 Phippen) Charles Ps... 
2h ss Jacques, Herbert C. ...........c0.00060., 
29 ,, ONG RODEL AGE ee eee 
30 ” 
31 ” 
1 Feb 
” 


” 
” 
” 
15 
ET 3s 
hie sk 
Lie 55 
197 3. 
20 4, 
20 55 
21) 55 
VA aes 
pA Tere 
26), 
1922. 
31 Dec. 
1923. 
13 Jan. 
By, 
13 4, 
13 ,, 
16 ” 
22 
23 (,, 
24 ,, 
31, 
1 Feb 
1 Mar 
1979 5 


Ween eee wen eneoene 


Fishwick, Reginald 
Selfe, Cecil C. 


Peter e ee en rer raeesnsseseees 


McCann, Phillip L. 
Melville, Harold E. 
Rayner, Robert J. ... 
Griffiths, Leslie 
D’Arcy, Victor........... 


Sent e eee n eee eereere 


Se erry 


aeee 


Fee renee eeennes 


Remarks. 


eres 


ExecrricaL Branco, TRAMWAY8—continued, 


Glesnorieer.aeSeacee tere nace 

Cleaner yinccss ieee terete: 

Electrical fitters’ appren- 
tice. 

Cleaner. c.< taaretcatcsccar ets 


| Sub-station junior ......... 


Cleaner sate ne ee 
Electiical mechanics’ ap- 
prentice. 
Assistant assessor 
Fireman 
Cleaner iticcrccccsest nesses 


Cleaner 


Cleaner .. 


Cleaner 


Cleanet icc ccsseene senescence 
Electrical fitters’ appren- 
tice. 
Labourereecurescccsssaceers 
Wood machinist .. 
Cleaner’......... 


PERMANENT WAY BRANCII, 


SOOKESy Phomasiccscassesreccscssessvesseses 


Mitzsimons: Johnnie: secceccsesecesscecess 
SOROS JONG Pier ccusceceecntrene so acesonee 
Scanlon, Patrick . 
Breen, John 4 oe 
IBErey  ChOOrg © Haw, cige-s ocr ser asses ck 
Gleeson, John P. 
Greer, Robert P. 
DRmesell, SOM Is eecwsscPaasvoctesevescaces 
Colling)-Marting .sn.cerescecced eoseen aan 
Wackett, Charles W. .....2..s0sccesesee0 
O’Sullivan, Joha 
Dewing, Henry 


Peete wees eereeeeesenes 


Pena e ea rerersereeerernesee 


Webtlermreasscstocsesateccease se 


Fettler 
Fettler .. 
Fettler .. 


A DOUTED st. eevee: cocoa 
Clery ereie eer eeeeen cans 
HGttle Rr satpteanccecnenodescues 


1/2.7, per hour... 
1/3;% per.hour,.. 


1/3} per hour . 
9}d. per hour . 


1/1 per hour ... 
1/43 per hour .,. 


3%3d. per hour.. 


£358 per annum.. 
2/-,*; per hour... 


1/14 per hour . 
7d. per hour 


1/44 per hour ... 
1/14 per hour ... 
114d. per hour.... 
1/24 per hour .., 
114d. per hour.... 
£258 per annum.. 
114d. per hour.... 
1/1} per hour ... 
1/1% per hour ... 
1/93 per hour ... 
1/43 per hour . 


1/24 per hour 
11}d. per hour 


1/8 per hour ... 
2/-2 per hour ... 
1/14 per hour ... 
1/4$ per hour ... 
113d. per hour.... 


2/3 per hour 


TRAMWAYS. 
13/6 per day 


13/6 per day... 
13/6 per day 
13/6 per day 
13/6 per day 
13/6 per day 
14/- per day... 


Dismissed. 
Resigned. 


Discharged. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Retired. 


Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned 
Resigned. 


Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 


-| Resigned. 
93d. per hour ... 
11}d. per hour 

113d. per hour.... 
1/74 per hour ... 
1/14 per hour ... 
1/3} per hour ... 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
{ Resigned. 


Retired. 


... Retired. 


Retired. 
Retired. 


.)) Retired. 


Retired. 


.... Resigned. 


£298 per annum.,! Resigned. 


14/3 per day 
13/6 per day 
13/6 per day 


... Resigned. 
| Retired. 
.| Resigned. 


£298 perannum..) Retired. 


13/6 per day 


“| Deceased. 


Sydney? Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1928, 


(1s, 1d.] 
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1925, 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW 


So.U he Ws 0 ES: 


RAILWAYS AND 


TRAMWAYS, 


REPORT OF THE RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS FOR QUARTER 
ENDED 30th JUNE, 1923. 


Priutzd under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 6 Sentember, 1923, 


— 


Office of the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 


To THE HonorasBle tHe MINISTER FoR Italtwayrs,— 


Sir, 


Sydney, 7th August, 1923, 


In accordance with the provisions of Section 39 of the Government Railways Act, 1912 ) ae 
amended by the Government Railways (Amendment) Act, 1916, we have the honor to submit, for the 
information of Parliament, our Report for the quarter ended 30th June, 1925, upon the subjects 


specified, viz, :— 


T.—-Srare oF THE TRAFFIC. 


RAILWAYS, 


Miles open ... aes es 
1923. 
Passenger £1,788,374 £1,827,214 
Merchandise £1,858,427 £1,952,470 
Expenditure... 


Revenue { 


Train miles run 

| Earnings per train mile 
Expenditure per train mile 
Percentage-—Expenditure to earnings 
Number of passengers 
Tonnage of goods traflic 
Tonnage of coal and coke .., 
Tonnage of other minerals... 


Tonnage of live-stock traflic 


1922. 


Quarter ended 


Quarter ended 


30th June, 30th June, Increase, 
1923. O23 
5,3173 5,116 2013 
£3,646,801 | £3,779,684 | 
£2,386,558 | £2,663,559 
5,526,218 5,541,580 | 
13s. 23d, 13s. 77d. 
8s. 73d. Cahn Fe duy 
65-44 70-47 
31,161,499 31,010,049 151,450 
1,160,833 1,281,584 
1,504,608 1,758,695 
352,266 311,350 40,916 
195,983 166,103 | 29 880 


Decrease. 


Kixpenditure... 

Tram miles run 

Earnings per tram mile 

Expenditure per tram mile... ; 
Percentage—Tixpenditure to earnings 
Number of passengers carried 


21497 


*96—A 


TRAMWAYS. 
Miles open .., re ses yee 
Revenue... ves vty vee 


| Quarter ended | 


30th June, 


1923. 


225 


£880,990 | 


£821,822 | 


~ 7,581,680 


82,646,160 


Quarter ended 
30th June, 
1922. 


229} 
£916,508 
£764,209 
7,386,054 

2s. Sid. 


2s. 


Increase, 


: ge ST TEES 7 
A NE SR TTT 


Decrease. 


147,865 


176 


RAILWAYS. 


Il.—GenerAL ConpDITION OF THE LINES AND ACCOMMODATION FOR THE TRAFFI®. 


The permanent way, bridges, buildings, wharves, and fences have been maintained in good order 
during the quarter. 


The work of relaying, resleepering and reballasting the lines has made satisfactory progress. 


On the Western line the deviation between Bowenfels and Cox’s River has been proceeded with and 
is expected to be finished within the next few months. The duplication and deviation work between 
Locksley and Bathurst has been completed as far as Kelso. 


On the Ilawarra line the duplication work between Thirroul and Wollongong has been completed 
and opened for traffic. The construction of a goods siding at Bellambi, footbridge at Wollongong, and 
an overbridge in lieu of Mount Pleasant crossing is in hand, Good progress is being made with the piers 
and abutments for a bridge over the Minnamurra River. 


The following duplications have been completed during the quarter :— 


Date Opened. mls. chs. 


Mount Keira to Wollongong ve ae .. 29th April, 1923 .o 1 
Bulli Coal Siding to Woonona ... wth ... 20th May, 1923... ah 1 762 
Bellambi to Mount Pleasant wrk oe «+ ath May, 1923... os 3 24 


Work in connection with the quadruplication and electrification of the railway line between Sydney 
and National Park has continued. The superstructure for the bridge over Cook’s River at Tempe will be 
ready for erection in about two months’ time. A new footbridge and booking office have been erected at 
Rockdale and new carriage sheds are being constructed at Punchbowl and Mortdale. 


Further progress has been made in developmental work at the State Coal Mine, Lithgow. The 
permanent steel head frame for the upcast shaft has been completed and is now in use, and the head frame 
for the downcast shaft isin hand. Work in connection with the permanent pumping plant for the effective 
drainage of the Mine and with the installation of the permanent winding and haulage machinery is proceeding 
satisfactorily. | The power-house is approaching completion. The output of coal for.the mine for the 
four weeks ended the 9th June, was 19,198 tons. 


The terminal grain elevator, White Bay, has been completed and the electrical machinery in the 
main portion handed over to the Department of Agriculture. 


Work has continued on the construction of a tunnel for electrical transmission cables under Sydney 
Harbour from Longnose Point to Greenwich. The cast-iron lining and concreting has been completed, 
and the concreting of the floor of the side walls as well as the reinforced arching and shelving brackets to 
carry cables is well in hand. 


Other important works to provide additional accommodation for the traffic have been proceeded 
with during the quarter. 


City AND SUBURBAN Ennctric RAILWwiy. 


Construction work on this railway has proceeded during-the quarter. - 
The work of lowering the water main at the site of the Cleveland-street bridge is nearly finished. 


The open-cut excavations for the northern concourse at the Central Station are practically complete, 
and the construction of the eastern and western retaining walls from Central Station to Eddy-avenue is 
well forward, the western wall being nearly finished. The southern abutment and the pier on the footpath 
alignment of the Eddy-avenue bridge have been concreted to ground level. 


The masonry-faced retaining wall from Eddy-avenve to Hay-strect, facing Elizabeth-street, has 
been constructed up to the moulded course of the parapet, and the concrete backing has been practically 
finished. The southern abutment of the Hay-street bridge and the foundations for the retaining wall 
supporting the tracks from Hay-street to Campbell-street are completed. Work is in hand on the construc- 
tion of a bridge at Campbell-street. 


Good progress has been made with the Darling Harbour reclamation scheme, and the driving of a 
tunnel for a new and enlarged water intake for Ultimo Power House is proceeding. 


The driving of the three headings for the twin tunnels under Liverpool-street towards Goulburn- 
street, having reached a point 20 feet south of the furniture shop of Mark Foy’s Ltd., the building of the 
three brick walls was taken in hand and has recently been finished. 


The open cut for the Liverpool-street station has been completed. Satisfactory progress has been 
made with the tunnelling work from Liverpool-street 40 St. James’. The drives of the Up and Down 
City East tunnels from the shaft at Park-street have been pushed forward, the concrete lining being carried 
out as far as possible in conjunction with the driving. 

The excavation for the construction of St. James’ station and the Eastern Suburbs tracks from 
St. James’ to Park-street has been carried ovt by the Bucyrus drag-line excavator and steam navvies. 
The working of the excavator has been attended with very satisfactory and economical results, the spoil, 
&c., from the open cuts having been removed at a very low average cost. 


Early in April last work was commenced on the construction of three tunnels at the north end of 
St. James’ station towards Circular Quay, two single-track tunnels being for the Up and Down City East 
roads and the double track tunnel for the Eastern Suburbs tracks, 


3) 


Rattway ConsTRUCTION. 
The construction of new lines of railway has been proceeded with as follows 


Mls. Chs. 
Glenreagh to Dorrigo ... Ree er vue e ea — ae 42 76 
Macksville to Raleigh ... oa a ae ae es en ae 20 56 
Regent’s Park to Cabramatta... te ee = eck a ae 5 54 
Regent’s Park to Enfield Marshalling Yards ... sae rie ug ae 3 18 
Sydenham to Botany... ee ae ag a er di ve 5 16 
Gilmore to Batlow ae ape oa ee aot os a 21 42 
Griffith to Hillston (opened to public traffic, 18 June, 1923) ie ne 66 56 
Tarana to Oberon aos ne i nee : ae ? 14 59 
Molong to Dubbo ... A . a an : : . 8012 
Coonabarabran to Burren Junction... am oe Pee sa ee 95 28 
Binnaway to Werris Creek 4 re Ae Ee sis sie a 91 3 
The Rock to Pulletop ... ad se me ace oe = ee 26 10 
Roslyn to Taralga ae see a fine ae re ca ae 15 66 


Work has proceeded on the extension from Glenreagh to Dorrigo. Platelaying has not progressed 
beyond Lowanna station yard, but will be continued shortly to Bobo Creek. The various works on the 
section from Macksville to Raleigh are well advanced, and rails are now being laid from Macksville towards 
Nambucca Heads Station. 

Platelaying has been completed to the junction at Cabramatta on the Regent’s Park to Cabramatta 
extension, The work on the section from Regent’s Park to Enfield Marshalling Yards is practically complete. 
Only slow progress has been made with the work between Sydenham to Botany, owing to the numerous 
steel structures not being available. 

The completion of the Gilmore to Batlow line has been delayed through slips having occurred during 
the recent heavy rainfall, but repair work is now in hand, and it is hoped will be finished within the 
next two months. 

The extension from Griffith to Hiilston was opened to public trafic on the 18th June. 

A steel bridge over the Fish River, on the section Tarana to Oberon, has been finished and platelaying 
completed over the whole length of line. ‘The station buildings are in course of erection. Between Molong 
and Dubbo the earthworks have been finished and rails laid to about 50 miles from Molong, leaving a further 
30 miles to finish. The foundations of a large steel bridge over the Macquarie River, near Dubbo, have been 
completed, and the steelwork is now in course of erection. The bridge at Little River is also in hand. On 
the extension from Binnaway to Werris Creek the earthworks, bridges and culverts have been done, and 
platelaying has proceeded to about 15 miles from Werris Creek, being now 75 miles from Binnaway. 

From Coonabarabran to Burren Junction the rails have been laid as far as Gwabegar, 60 miles from 
Coonabarabran, where the line will terminate for the present. Station buildings are well in hand, and it 
is expected that this section of the line will shortly be opened to public traifiic. 

The earthworks are proceeding satisfactorily on the section from The Rock to Pulletop, and work 
is being taken in hand for the new line from Roslyn to Taralga. 

Trial surveys for proposed new lines from Walcha-road to Mt. George, Richmond to Kurrajong, and 
Castle Hill to Rogan’s Hill were completed during the quarter. Surveys are still in progress from Roslyn 
to Taralga, Morpeth to Port Stephens, Stroud- road to Port Stephens, and Booyong to Ballina. 


The following new extension was opened to traffic during the quarter :— 
Mls. Chs. 
18 June, Griffith to Hillston are SS ree ets “ oes 66 56 


IIJ.—Speciat Rates AND Farss. 


A statement of the special rates and fares, and the reasons for making the same, will be found 
attached as an Appendix (No. 1), page 5. 


IV.—Srarr. 
These returns are given as an Appendix (No. 2), pages 6 to 13. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The earnings for the quarter show a decrease of £132,883 as compared with the previous year’s return, 
the unfavourable result being caused by a falling off in both Coaching and Goods traftic, the former showing 
a decrease of £38,840 and the latter of £94,043. 

The expenditure for the quarter is £977, 00! less than for the corresponding quarter of the previous 
year, due principally to the reduction in the basic wage and more economical working. 

The decrease of £38,840 in the Coaching traffic is made up as follows :—-First-class passengers, increase 
£1,864; miscellaneous increase, £1,624; second-class passengers, decrease, £42,328. 

The earnings from Goods business compared with the corresponding quarter of the eestor year 
are :—-Increases in goods merchandise, £6,963; hay, straw, and chaff, £38,322; live stock, £19,257; ‘coal 
and coke, £12,641; minerals other than coal and coke, £15, 398; miscellaneous traffic, £2,776. Decreases 
in grain, flour, &c., £184,013; wool, £5,387; the net vosuls being a decrease of £94,043. 

The tonnage carried during ee quarter shows a decrease of 304,042 tons, made up of increases in 
general merchandise, 60,785 tons; hay, straw and chaff, 40,867 tons; minerals other than coal and coke, 
40, 916 tons; live stock, 29,880 tons; decreases in grain, four, &e., 221,064 tons; wool, 1,540 tons; coal 


and coke, 254,087 tons. 
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4 
TRAMWAYS. 

The tramway earnings for the quarter show a decrease of £35, 518, and the expenditure an increase of 
£57,613 in comparison with the return for the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 

The increase in the expenditure is chiely due to heavier renewals of rolling stock and the introduction 
of improved tramway services. + rh bis 

There is an increase of 195,626 in the tramway mileage for the quarter and a decrease of 147,865 in 
- Ugaags: d te) ? 
the number of passengers carried. 


The tonnage of goods, the property of the Crown, carried on the tramways was 300 tons, the charges 
for the carriage of such goods amounted to £59 and the cost of carriage to £47. 


We have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servants, 


Chief Railway Commissioner, 


Assistant Railway Commissioner. 


Assistant Railway Commissioner, 


APPENDIX. I, 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


cet 


APPENDIX If. 


STATEMENT of Special Rates and Fares anproved during the Quarter ended 30th June 1923. 


Traffic. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Nurses. travelling to attend 
course of training at St. John’s 
Nursing Home, Young; re 

turning after completion of) 

training; and travelling te) 
and from examination reeeeenns) 
| 
| 


Specimens of animals and plants) 
not exceeding 50 lb. in weight) 
consigned to Director, Veter- | 
inary Research Station, Glen-) 
BEG LOWE as smeeeeaiie nt Fst eeiehynepiverenanares” | 

| 


Ridge poles used to prevent) 
damage to iron in transit 
Marandoo Siding to Darling 
Tl.rbour 


Pe eee ee ee 


Exhibits for the British Empire) 
Exhibition 


eeenee ee 


| 


Shunting, Riverina Colliery 
Siding, between Urana and 
Oaklands 


OOP c emer renee tenons Eh reees 


Shunting, Croft's Gravel Siding, 
Fassifern ..... Re rijoiciee SqnODARCoe a 


Particulars and Rate. 


School pupil fares 


Reason for Rate. 


Free on production of consignment note by the Department of 


AMICUIUUTO Meh uareisidenereas Or eA fechinckaSe cuodacd brcacsumenearendcc sceroade 
s GEATEC ULE PIS Ctra anractetnie ae anrins ae SoAe he tees Ree oucaiee tetouisles se 
Free ........ See Bu HORACE ara GONG ele cin qeiaeeia ee 


2s. 11d, per four-wheeled truck, maximum ds. 10d, for every fifteen 
MUU LES OE aru thereoinenu-seseaueens a: ana gam stan sins oseeen tena seen 


2s, 11d. per four-wheeled truck, maximum 5s, 10d. for every fifteen 
minutes or part thereof........... Prattonnaent dete see tunteseah toes 


| 


J 


To cqualise rates 
and encourage 
traffic, 


. 


APPENDIX IT. 
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APPENDIX II. 


NEW SOULH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 
39 of the Government Railways Act, 1912, as amended by the Government 


Rerurn in accordance with Section 
Appointments and Removals of Employees for the quarter 


Railways (Amendment) Act, 1916, showing the 
ended 30th June, 1923. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Date. Name. Position. Rate. 
1923. CHIEF ACCOUNTANT’S BRANCH. 1923, Locomotive Brancu, Ramways—continued. 
1 May | Robson, ‘Elma Barry....| Junior clerk....,,........0.s. £67 per annuin. 30 Apr: Lawrence, John E........| Tinsmiths’ apprentice .. -/374 per hour. 
Sees Farrow, Ilene Pheebe..... Junior clerk..,,,........:.++- £100 per annum 30) G5 Trezise, Wye WR. |......00+ | Shop boy soe semtseonesne gas -/8% per hour, 
eo; Gould, Florence Alice £77 per annum. [30 ,, Aboody, Norman ...... | Painters’ apprentice ...... -/3}} per hour. 
sae Hyland, Elaine £67 per annum. 1 May | Crossley, Arthur ..-... Boilermakers’ helper........ 1/9} per hour. 
11 June | May, Edna .............. £100 per annum} 1 ,, Buchanan, John ...... | RGGEN | a asad elas eee 2/3} per hour. 
i a4 Ross, William G. ...... 2/4; per hour. 
1923, 3 
8 ae Fiale, Cyril: - Giics sewsnes se 2/3 r hour 
12Mar. | Hulme, Vera C ; : £67 per annum. Hl i Filmer, Henry C. ...... svat 4 hour. 
12 | Scully, Bessie ...........- | Junior clerk £77 per annum. 13 BYE 
ee | 9 OT ase a Winepenece. ie 255 O’Shea, John J. ......... 2/3% per hour. 
2 | Paviour, Marjorie ....... | Junior clerk | £77 per annum. Bli All A 9/23 1 
> | Cumningh Beryl | Junior clerk £67 per annun Le BEB SMUD, geoaearenest oe 2/9% per hour. 
TES py] AERO SREA EE eye 2) 8h Sco vianieerelart ey een Be A eile Tulloch, Alexander L. 2/3% per hour. 
12 ,, | Ryan, Julla............0 Bei is ler ee Por SRau aa Tes ia Dougherty, Reginald J.) Shop boy ..........:000eeeeee 1/-% per hour. 
19 a | Henry. Heather ......... | Thee See AU IOS CUMS | Gardner, James H. ...| Fuelman ...........000eeee00- 1/9 per hour. 
28 May | Nies, Jcseph.........-.++0+ unior cler | £77 per annum, ae Jones, Sylvia A. .......-+ Junior élork’ cee £67 per anaum. 
; . Es : s i ae Haigh, William ...| Fitters’ apprentice ......... -/3%4 per hour. 
1923. c. LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH, RAILWAYS. fhe op Kearney, Sydney F. ...| Shop boy ...........,...00008- -/6} per hour, 
15 Jan. | Craig, Thomas............ Stel risa ctes sexe ceecese ye.) 14/- per day. tas Phillips, Cecil J. .......+« Boilermakers’ apprentice | -/33) per hour. 
GE as Chapman, Arthur ....2. Fuelman 14/- per dav. is} oy Green, AVIAN Jin Meeoses ees Call DOF woycussascnamecsaemee -/6} per hour. 
1 Feb. | Britter, Samuel.........., POTN econ eveesnes 2/2% per hour. 8-o83 Sewell, Raymond §. ...| Call boy .................0+06 -/6} per hour. 
1 ,, | Hotchkiss, Ernest........ PUTT CI We acre nnaiea te dna cen es 2/2% per hour. Os Bates, Clifford:G., ...06|/Call DOR onus cmeneemerecvene -/64 per hour. 
1 Mar. | Brosnan, John N...,,.... Fitter 2/3% per hour. 14. 5 Kelly, Albert E. .... Call DOY! sazseces--csees ones -/10} per hour. 
1 ,, | Sherwood, Frederick G.| Pitter 2/33 per hour. LS ss Jones, Eric ........ Fitters’ apprentice ......... -/34¢4 per hour. 
Tee le Cress.) Jolin ctiaeseetns: Lifting labourer.............- 1/8} per hour. Abe a5 Botham, Henry ......... Machinists’ apprentice -/3% per hour. 
Sis Mutch, George...,.,...... Boilermakers’ helper ...... 1/94 perhour. | 21 ,, Spraggs, James W. .....| Call boy .............eeeeone -/63 per hour. 
12° | Whitficld. George ....... Wie leen tenses. css eae 1/9 per hour. ik ny KXnapton, Phillip......... Fitters’ apprentice ...... -/3% per hour. 
1 Apr. | Durbidge. Matthew...... Striker 1/9 per hour. Dab op Creswick, Arthur F. ...| Shop boy ...... ..s..0.+e0 -/8% per hour. 
1 ,, | Rowlinson, William .... Striker 1/9 per hour. PA 33 Hoare, John Vs9 feycenes SHOP DOV. aaeess-s0s-sescreee -/6% per hour. 
1 |, | Hamilton, John N. ..... Structural steel worker ...| 2/1§ per hour, Bh 4; Williams, Henry W...... | Fitters’ apprentice ......... 38 per hour. 
1 256 | Lower Johgyees tree Structural steel worker ...| 2/L§ per hour. Ce Be, Burton, William H. ...|(Store boy .-.......-.sseseetee -/6% per hour. 
1 ., | Rutter, Arthur A. ....,.] Structural steel workers’ 1/9 per hour. 2 aes Mooney, Herbert ...... | Fitters’ apprentice -/3% per hour. 
j assistant. PAW 36 Green, Geoffrey G. s|_ SHOD DOY “Sccesccemere -/6% per hour. 
1 ,, | Morgan, William J. ..... { Structural steel workers’| 1/9 per hour. Zi Howard, Gordon E. ...| Shop boy ..................06 -/63 per hour. 
H _ assistant. Oaames Swann, William G. Shop boy iekiceck slexactaaats -/6% per hour. 
Lo | Hudson, John .....,. Structural steel workers’| 1/9 per hour. Al sy Holmes, Roy ........... Shop: LOY ....02+spsoescneeneee -/6% per hour. 
| __ assistant. o1 a Ferguson, Hric G......../ Shop DOY, ces. csssascaseeneraet -/10% per hour. 
1 ,, | Turner, Stephen.......... Structural steel workers’| 1/9 per hour. On oe Braggs, William A....... Shop boy vcccrersctaseeee nd -/8% per-hour. 
| _ assistant. 2155 Seagrave, Reginald J....| Shop boy ...............0s000« -/8% per hour. 
TW she | Woodward, George ..,..) Structural steel workers’| 1/9 per hour. D2 ss Irwin, Harold W. ...... Shop boy. 2... 2. osemeeeaeeactes -/6% per hour. 
assistant. PA Mallen. James ..... sen) NOD DOV. avsmacesneenea -/6% per hour. 
Tae | McGuianess, Frederick | Shop OY ............esseseeee -/84 per hour. 22 ns Stonham, Harry ...... SHOP DOY: <...o. assent reer nee -/64 per hour. 
Re a } Browning, Albert ....... LabOurery ries ncecssseectncsas 1/7$ per hour, 23s; Horner, Leslie J.......... Shop boy -/8% per hour, 
ib Pan Clarke, Charies............| Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4,;; per hour. {25 ,, Audley, Robert E. ......| Shop boy .. -/8§ per hour. 
zt _ der. 25 Sinclair, Cecil’ Hove. escre | On DOW iis ete stance eemeeete -/8% per hour. 
1 ,, ~ Weekes, John Francis Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/42; per hour. | 28 ,, Mitchell, Henry E._ ...| Blacksmiths’ apprentice -/3% per hour. 
| ) der, oS Haydon, Charles P, ...| Fitters’ apprentice ...... -/3§ per hour. 
1 ,, | Laylor, Robert Edward) Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4; per hour. | 28 McCallum, Eric 8. ...... Fitters’ apprentice -/3§ per hour. 
| der. Ooms Dunsdale, George ...... Fitters’ apprentice .... -/3% per hour. 
1 ,, | Hutchins, Clarence C. Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4); per hour. | 28 ,, Imrie, William P. ......| Fitters’ apprentice -/3% per hour. 
| der. 23a. Gowenlock, Herbert ...| Boilermakers’ apprentice | -/3% per hour. 
1 ,, | Anderson, John N........ Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4, per hour. |] 28 ,, Thompson, Cecil R. Boilermakers’ apprentice | -/3§ per hour. 
| der. 23 Es James, Leslie EK. ...... Boilermakers’ apprentice | -/3% per hour. 
1 ,, | MeNab. Archibald J. ...] Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4,'; per hour. 23) oy Hoye, Aubrey W. 4..25 Shop. boy -/8§ per hour. 
| der. Oak: Rooke, Selby A. ......... | Call boy -/6% per hour. 
Lae Mallinson, George R....| Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4, per hour. § 29 ,, London, Leslie G. ...... Shop boy -/6: per hour. 
der SL. wee Chappell, Hdward ...... | Shop boy -/3§ per hour. 
1 enone Up ertiD oreceeeees Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4), per hour. f 31 ,, McMaster, Lindsay ...| Shop boy .................0- -/8% per hour. 
i _ der. Oi 5 Jones. Horace R. ...... | Plumber s..ciees aces neste 2/2 per hour. 
1, | Dempsey, Samuel ....... Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/47; per hour. | 31 __,, MeKillop, Archibald R.| Shop boy ..........s0sseeeeees -/103 per hour, 
der. 5 June | Prentice John............ | GME 2 vecscces-ccsecenseeeeee 2/3 per hour. 
ee; Hollebone, Arthur ¢. ...| Saw-mill labourer .......... 1/8% per hour. 12, | Russell; James Ty oa. iBrasspmisher: <5. ..sdesenaeey 2/34 per hour. 
i.) - | Chapnian, Jamest@s 24 Wabouver ee ieecetecessueecee 1/74 per hour. 14, | Cuell, Arthur Jd.  2...< | SHOP DOY Jtecessc nese eae 1/1 per hour. 
thy NVROSEIMG NRT OS 9B oc Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4); per hour. f15 ,, | Blenkinsop, Gilbert R...| Shop Poy <2. c1.kesece eee -/8% per hour. 
| der. - LG 94 (este. John) Wieser. Gassftier 0... sec ccmene 2/2 per hour. 
Wp Evans, Ayan M.......:... Strikere nicer eens 1/9 per hour. 18 ,, | Freeburn, Reginald J...) Foreman’s junior clerk -/10§ per hour. 
as Gilchrist, John Hi. ...... Labourer ... 1/7 per hour. 19 ,, | Adams, Alfred H. R....| Tinsmiths’ apprentice -/32% per hour, 
joe SpLattGeorzews. pie. Labourer 1/7% per hour. 21 ,, | Stimpson, Keith E. Fitters’ apprentice ......... -/3% per hour. 
es eC OliseNOrmand oerecas BOD DOW). cscs econ nalaeeniece 1/0% per hour. 91 5, | Wallace, George ......0.. Shop DOYy (ysctamasaeet -/6} per hour. 
ieee Bellieienrys\vane se | Blacksmith......,... Be sere: 2/24 per honr. | 26 ,, | Malcolm, Harry A........) Shop boy .... 1/-% per hour. 
1 ,, | Hotbuen, Petor Me. .....) SUPER cits comwdssarce sere anes 1/9 per hour. 23 ,, | Howlett, Leslie A. ...... Callsboy 5... sas. -pegs sea eenee -/8% per hour. 
at Nixon, Alfred J.......... Siriee Petits con ae warenenie 1/9 per hour. 29 ,, | Rabbitt, Francis M. Machinist o...ccccsccteeneeee 2/1% per hour, 
5 a Rooke; Alan Gusset SHOP DOV Cacccarrecsnsnsee sees | -/10$ per hour. 
i Se ee, Mul eh Vachon iors semere | Blacksmith ......... oe py hont. 1922. PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
1 ,, | Morrison, Alexander ...| Blacksmith... 2/2 per hour. 28 Oct Hemmingway, Frede-| Colliery manager. —........ £600 per annum: 
has Mclivoy. James J........ iSBlaoksinithsseqs eee eee 2/2 per hour. rick. 
iW a3 Buckley, William P. .,.| Blacksmith .................. 2/23 per hour. 1923. 
Lion JONG ELeNT see ene te Striker: snes ecco 1/9 per hour. 28 Mar McDonnell. Norman..... Ba DOUrer ica. acess aeeekeeter 1/74 per hour. 
ir Oy Blanchard, George A. LADOULCEP cs ecesesss eon 1/7 per hour. 2 Apr. | Moore, Hugh WW. «....... Labourer. 20; 53. .0«saeeemees 1/74 per hour. 
ies Richardson, Thomas G.| Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4; per hour. BY 5 O’Leary, Timothy ...... Vrettler .........sssceeseeeeses 1/9 per hour. 
der. Me os Gordon, Arthur........... Wettler « ccccinsaeseuseeaenaeneen 1/9 per hour 
tery Davison, Wi!'tiam W....| Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4, per hour. Do oa Reimer, Francis ......... Fettler 1/9 per hour. 
der. 5 Perrin, Harold R. ...... Fettler 1/8} per hour, 
a Shiel Hugh L. ........... Carriage and wagon buil-| 2/4; por hour. | 9 ,, Tyrie, Russell ............ Fettler .. 1/8t per hour. 
der. | Des Parkhill, Joseph.......... Kettler .. 1/84 per hour. 
it ae Davidson Coiin ......... Structural steel worker ...| 2/1% per hour. Olea. Miles, William.............| Fettler 1/8} per hour, 
9 ,, | Schofield. D-niel ....:... Pitter sense hone 2/3% per hour. 9 iss Kelly, Richard ...:.:...- Fettler 1/8} per hour, 
Die e Baird gelolim Sees I thar a inn ee ee eo 2/3% per hour. 0°33 Sutton, Clifton ........... Fettler 1/9 per hour. 
eas Brice’ Dougias .....5..5. Blacksmith... 2/24 oer hour. Os, Woods, Jobe B. ......... Fettler 1/9 per hour. 
Pe Tak, Georee i) cess. Bichon mocoeres. 2/348 par hoir. a S Wilson, Henry........... Pettler 1/9 per hour. 
D See Dlein pecan Zein eaee ee Wither wencseciaeocstenaece ne ?/32 per hour 9) ass Whites William J. ..<c.|| Pettler 3 ictiasccss se cneeremee 1/8} per hour. 
Day Keane Thomas J. ...,..| Call boy -/10% per hour. OK Shanks, Arthur W. ..... Wettler 2..ccsnsseseneoneueee 1/9 per hour. 
3 ,, | Clark, Ronald J...........| Shop boy -/10% per hour. Gy Ss Callens Rhomas We cscc|) Mettler o:d.cersssececusneneas 1/9 per hour. 
3 ,, | Walker, Richmond C.... Pattermakers’ apprentice) -/33{ per hour. he Sc Moore, Arthur W. ...... Tabourer peseccen. gunoeeneneer 1/7% per hour, 
hag Tyes, Arthur S ......... Blacksmiths’ apprentice...) -/334 per hour. O ae Revelly, Alexander...... Fettler 1/9 per hour. 
3 ,, | Harper, Francis '§........ Fitters’ apprentice ...... ..) -/3%% per hour. 9, wes Thompson, Eric ......... Fettler .... 1/9 per hour, 
Saas Barkel, James H. ...... Carriage builders’ appren-| -/3;} per hour. Os Wallbank, Joseph........ Fettler .... 1/9 per hour, 
tice. Os Farrell, Patrick .......... Fettler .... 1/9 per hour. 
3 ae. Smith, James ............ Bitter) Ghacsanee casi csswetseeee 2/32 per hour. 9: 5 Bannister. George... Fettler .... 1/8} per hour, 
ax Maloney, Harry T. SHOP DOV.) Weareec sen vesect -/6} per hour. Oe: Phillips, James ... Fettler .... 1/9 per hour. 
Sines Baker, Arthur F....... Fitters’ apprentice ......... -/3%% per hour. Oar. Shea) Samuslcc...ccssense Fettler 1/8} per hour. 
1025; Wakeling, Harry E. Machinists’ apprentice -/3%) per hour. 9 O'Regan, Timothy ...... Tettler 1/9 per hour, 
10 Dymott, Leslie ......... Fitters’ apprentice ......... -/3%¢ per hour. Oar Doyle, Jolm DL. icc. Fetter 1/9 per hour. 
pe Griffen, Stanley Jing aleSNOp DOVedeedretes ak eee| -/L0$ per hour er Tatton, ELENrY< inc csce css Fettler 1/9 per hour. 
17 ., | Cowling, Theodore C. ..| Tinsmiths’ apprentice .....} -/374 per hour. D155; Littlechild, Clarence..... Fettler 1/9 per hour. 
23 5, | Seale, Geoffrey M. ......| Fitters’ apprentice .........) -/34§ per hour. op Newton, Francis H. TQ DOULCE Me. icsaevers so msncies 1/7 per hour. 
23 |, | Dunkerley, John R. Durneree tee ...| 2/2 per hour. De McAskill, William........ Labourer .......e 1/74 per hour. 
26. Fraser, Lochiel M ...... Fitter’s apprentice ..... ....| -/3¢6 per hour. 9 aes Waterston, Joseph,.,,...| Carpenter ........ 2/1} per hour. 
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Position, 


Rate. 


PERMANENT WAY , BRANCH, RAILWAYsS—continud, 


Murray, John E. 


| Larden. Robert W....... 


Clift, Sydney 
Hardy, Stanley 
Burns, William 


James, John T. 
Arnold, Victor .:....:.... 
McCarthy, Stephen...... 
Keane, Michael F. ...... 
Worrall, Horatio N. 

Gray, William ....,...:... 
Shipway, Peter ......... 
¥rohmuller. Donald J... 


Bradford, James.......... 
O’Meara, Matthew 
Stokes, John 
Pettit, Henry 
Gibson, James 
Little, Michael............ 


Corner, Frederick C. ... 


| Labourer 


Labourer 
LA DOULET  o.cocrtns sae eta 
Fitter-in-charge 
Fettler .... 
Striker ........, 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Jabourer 
Labourer .....065 Soros neice 
Labourer 
Labourer ... 
Labourer .,. 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer 

Labourer 

Labourer 

Labourer ... 

Carpenter ... 

BICLOR's,. bee weecetessone a 

Structural Stee! Workers’ 
assistant. 

Structural Steel workers’ 


assistant, 
Holdsworth, William ...| Dresser...........0scceeresesees 
Brooks, Charles...........| Fettler 
Pay, BEANCIS so.c.00.00% Fettler 
Caines, George............ Fettler 
Cassell, Edwin C..........| Fectler 
O’ Neill, Richard ......... Fettler 
Ryan, Thomas H........ Pettlor 
Smith, Denis M........... better 
MeKeown., John.......... TUADOURCT Vico. -4n0sheeeteete ses 
Kirby, Thomas DA DOULEL pacacieveceines' vet eee 
Dickie, Matthew .. CRTPONLET ove. cee cases tace mas 
Pulley, Walter.....:...... Junior cler k_ Seen ee ene 
Kearney, William ...... Fitters’ labourer 
BRAT. GOOLLG.. cases vecicciass Fettler 
Lambert, Donald......... Fettler 
Os, Wiiiaitd Us) we seace | Fettler 
Ingham, Samuel .........) Mettler 
Woods, Albert ........... | Fetter 
Perrin, George B. ....... Labourer 
FBFE) TONES ieee oes cnnl ast Vitter 
Kirkwood, Victor ....... Fettler 
Purkiss, Clarence H. ...) Messenver 
Worley, William ......... | Structural steel workers’ 
| assistant. 
Shaw, Matthew ......... | Petter 
{cillner, Joseph G. Vettler 
Bennett, Ralph .......... Striker 
Houghton, John ......... Steam crane attendant ... 


Kindleysides, Arthur ...) 


Thompson, William H. 
Howard, Henry ......... 
Tamsett, William ...... 
Armstrong, Martin EK. 
Rafferty, James ......... | 
Wilson, Albert E. 
Ogle, Francis 8. 
Hales, Frederick 
Nelson, Horace 
Reidy, Walter 
Snipe, Gordon 
Sivewright, William 
Cregan, Edward ......... 
Smith, Frederick......... 
Watson, Joseph 
MeBride, Jack ~.......005 
O’Brien, Thomas ........ 
Attwater, George W. ... 
Wilson, John 
Brandson Robert. 
Steenson Norman ...... 
Govey. Reginald.......... 
Ray, James H. 
Dooley, Peter ...0..00. 
Hughes, David............ 
Rowland, Clarence 
Wyer Joseph ............ 
Anderson, Alfred E. ... 
Lulham, Patrick 
Webster, Walter ......... 
Johnson, Herbert ....... 
Lamb, Clarence........... 
Jacobs, Samuel ... 
Passfield, Ernest... 
Walker, Charles .. 
Dillon, Leopold ......... 
McDonald, Percy......... 
BIE POU Vnisisias assess. 
Casey, William............ 
Harpley, George 
Feehan, John ............ 
Reynolds, Benjamin ... 
Thompson. Lyndon...... 
Stean, Joseph 
Bull, George .....,. 
Stewart, Keith 
McDonald, Laughlin ... 
Smith, George ,........... 
Hughes. Thomas Eas 
Peters, Thomas ..... 
Goodger, Thomas .. 
Howarth, Alfred A.. 
Dorsett, Hubert G.. 
Boss, James H. 
Wells, Ezekiel .. 
Meehan, Arthur . 
Rice. Edwin T. 


- 


thee 


Griffiths, James _. 


TRAFFIC 


James, David H... 
Hey, David J 


Steam crane driver 
POCGE SOB ot i seca syostea'usesise se 
Steam Crane attendants’ 
assistant. 
Striker 
RUE ra iaina osisidyaiee 
Junior clerk 
Fitters’ Labourcr ........... 
Striker 


Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Labourer . 
Fettler .. 
Fettler .... 
Fettler .... 
Fettler .... 
Fettler 


Fettler 


Fettler .... 
Fettler 
Fettler 
Fettler 
Fettler 
Fettler 
Fettler 
Fettler ..., 
Fettler 


BRANCH, RAILWAYS, 


Lad gatekeeper ............. 
Junior porter ane 
UAINLOT POLUET view spores css. 


1/74 per hour. 
1/7$ per hour 
2/5% per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/9 per hour, 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour, 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour, 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour, 
1/8} per hour. 
2/2 per hour, 
2/2% per hour. 
1/9 per hour. 


1/9 per hour. 


1/9} per hour. 
1/84 per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour, 
1/8} per hour, 
1/8} per hou.. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/74 per hour. 
1/74 per hour. 
2/1} per hour. 


£101 per annum. 


1/93 per hour. 
1/9 per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/9 per hour. 
1/9 per hour. 
1/9 per hour. 
1/74 per Lour. 
2/2 per Lour. 
2/2% per kour. 
-/84 per hour, 
1/9 per hour. 


1/9 per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/9 per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
2/- per hour. 
1/9$ per hour. 
1/7§ per hour. 


1/9 per hour. 
1/9 per hour. 
£101 per annum 
1/9} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
2/34 per hour. 
2/2 per hour. 
2/2 per hour. 


.| 1/7% per hour. 


1/94 per hou . 
1/94 per hour 
1/84 per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/83 per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/94 per hour} 
1/84 per hour. 
1/8 per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/94 per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/8} per how. 
2/34 per hour. 
1/84 per hour. 
1/8 per hour. 
1/8} per hour, 
1/8} per hour. 
1/83 per hour, 
1/9} per hour. 
1/94 per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/9} per hour, 
1/9} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/94 per hour. 
1/94 per hour, 
1/94 per hour. 
1/94 per hour. 
1/9} per hour, 
1/84 per hour. 
1/8! per hour. 
1/83 per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
1/84 per hour. 
1/8% per hour. 
1/94 per hour. 
1/94 per hour. 
1/9} per hour, 
1/84 per hour. 
1/8} per hour. 


7/- per day. 
5/8 per day. 
3/5 per she 


Date. Name. Position, Rate, 
1923. TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYs—continued. 

23 Mar.-) Jones, Maurice ........... Junior porter 3/5 per day, 
29), May, John) Bis weccsevsens Junior porter .,........ 5/8 per day. 

2:-Apr, | Corry, John B:.... 2c. Junior porter 4/6 per day. 

an Smith, Alfred E. Junior porter.... 3/11 per day, 
gS, Monaghan, John J. Junior porter ... 3/11 per day. 

EW ies Pierce, Thomas Junior porter 4/6 per day. 

Boers Taylor, Lesley...... Junior porter 4/6 per day. 

Qe as Dole, Henry P. Junior porter 5/8 per day, 

Ete Wilding, Herbert J. ...,] Junior porter 7/- per day. 

eee Boehme, Charles W. Junior porter 5/8 per day. 

1 Ns Rasclike; Bric TH. %....... Junior porter ... 3/5, per day, 

ieee Pendergast, Harry....... Junior porter ... 7/- per day, 

ats Austin, Amos R. ........| Junior porter ... «| 7/- per day. 

‘Gas. Bladen, Thomas... WaAtGChMaN 55555. ;0.00090s ....| 13/5 per day. 

Ges GON, Wola cs cccccse Junior porter 7/- per day. 
ib Wie Nicholls, Herbert C. ....| Junior porter ... 3/11 per day. 
11 es Price, Francis J. ......... Junior porter .., 5/8 per day. 
ES Kell, Leonard «2 .csseccsse Junior porter ... 3/11 per day. 
16", Colgan, John W. ........| Junior porter .. 3/11 per day. 
ee Hines. George K.......... Junior porter ... 4/6 per day. 
16°35 Morrow, Lesie V. Junior porter ... 5/8 per day. 
Liss, Chivers, Harold J. ...... Junior porter ... 4/6 per day. 
19:35 Finlay, Edward F....... Junior porter 5/8 per day. 
10) = Wheeler, Walter J. ..... Junior porter ee per day. 
to S. Hildebrand, Albert . Junior porter 7/- per day. 
O32. O’Brien, Henry A........ WUMIOL POTTCL, saceoeasseenigians 7/- per day, 

OR Higgins, Hazel ........... Attendant...... Mise Naa en siete sey 17/6 per wiek, 
oe pea Williamson, Charles ....! Junior porter ...... 4/6 per day. 
VES, Stapleton, Albeit......... Junior porter ...... 3/5 per day 
24 |; Huxtable, James N......) Lad Gatekeeper ............ 4/6 per day. 
Dt 5; Stacey, Edward &. ..5...) Junior clerk ....,...s.s0sess> £76 per annum, 
AS ans Cripps, William H........| Lad gatekeeper ...,.........| 3/11 per day, 
on Carmichael, Henry J....! Junior porter .,..... aipasaeets 5/8 per kay. 

Cy tans Neill. Ernest D. ......... Junior porter ....... wah esos 4/6 per day, 

7a ess Sharah, Lewis .........+0. DUNIOT POrtEr’ ...5...00ccevee 4/6 per day, 
24 3, Egan, John F. ........... JURIOT POLLEY %,.504.+ scree 4/6 per day. 
D5 35 Hooker, Wallace E. . JUMIOT POLE Piss acces cavvoss 5/9 per day. 
D5 3; Baker, Martha............ Car cleaner .......+- Pe apeaent 10/- per day. 
26° 55 Tierney, Leonard J. ....| Junior clerk............. £76 per annum, 
Boras Warrell, Henry J.. Junior porter «.........+ /11 per day, 
Od lama Rey nolds, Douglas J. ..| Junior HOTEL sect accene 5/8 per day. 

30 55 Lamond, ‘Archie Beate: Junior porter ........... 4/6 per day, 

30° 35 Woodhouse, Bertie C. ..| Junior porter . 5/8 per day, 
Sos Robb, William E. ....... Junior porter ...| 7/- per day, 

30 5, Fittler, William C........ FUNIOT POTLET » cvvesrcssawsacs 7/- per day. 

30 Smith, Sydney H. ...:..| Junior porter .:......,....+5- 4/6 per day. 
30 Waugh, Benjamin .,,... Junior porter ........... 5/8 per day. 

1 May Stewart, Ivy.......-.+.000 Gatekeeper .....s.+cc00000 28/3 per weeks 

Oe McKenzie, Malcolm...... Junior porter ...,......+ 4/6 per day. 

teas Russel], John L. ....... Junior porter ..,... Rese 7/- per day. 

7 ys ' | Potter, Alexander Junior porter ....., 5/8 per day. 

habs Bradley, William .. Junior porter ...... 5/8 per day. 

Ts Phipps, Ratph A. Junior porter °..,....... 5/8 per day, 

Fore Musto, Victor S........+. SUMIOL POLL 3.050 .000008 ....| 4/6 per day. 

9-5, Ning. George E ntact Lad gatekeeper .......+++00+ 4/6 per day. 
LOW ess Barrett, John A. .....05. PMRIOT DOLCET Pon cane sewine 3/11 per day. 
M2 Rs Loweock, Ernest V. ....| Lad gatekeeper .........0... 7/-~ per day. 

13 45 | Hutson; tthel A.....:....| Gatekesper ..2....c.. 000000007 11/7 per week 
and quarters, 
14 5, Compton, Robert ....... Juntor porter ..,...5.....66+. 4/6 per day. 
14 ,, Wrapres; Leo (Ge te easeces | FUMIOT POLLEY, se ssiecess sees ces 3/11 per day, 
Nas || andy, ‘Cecio, - tances. I JumlOr POLLEL ...c.0..0+0.000% 9/9 per day, 
i bMePhail, Cecil A....,...0 JUHIOT POLCET ....ccceecese vs 3/5 per day. 
dd) ones Perry, George P. =... JUNMOL POTEEL 2 psc. csveseoces 7/- per day, 
i Ue i aes AGOGS WIG Bin ceaseless | JUNIOT POFter ......,....0c006 4/6 per day, 
MeO ne Dowee, Arthur D. ...... PUMIOL POTUEL Voces nose cncss 4/7 pv day. 
aa Matthew. Arthur E. ...| Junior porter .......6..<00+ 5/8 por day, 
L5G Midson, Dudley 4. ..| Lad gatekeeper’ .........00- 5/8 per day. 
LD oes Noonan, Ulric F. ......| Lad gatekeeper ..........,. 5/8 per day. 
hak gy, Dempster, Gilbert ...... PUMUOL MOTLED Minahes-eosarer 4/6 per day. 
Ie is MelKenzie, Wiiliam G. | Junior porter ................ 4/6 per day. 
iS Cle SUTIN argc ete eats Lad gatekeeper 7/1 per dar. 
20 -,, Spence, Donald Kk. Lad gatekeeper 7/1 per day. 
Bt sy he lding, Faward H....| Junior clerk ...,02:........ £77 per annum. 
21° | Lane, John V. | Junior clerk £128 per annus 
21 ,, | Norris, Mary L. Car cleaner ».... Ve per day. 
Po en Saville, TY cape teesainls ecteipi Lad gatekeeper /1 per day, 
ty, Hickey, Patrick ......... JUNIO“ POLPET ©... 6.0 .cceeees 7 7 per day . 
22. a3 Maberts, 25S eswssaweee JUNOT Porber~ q cseeascdeeeet 7/1 per day. 
22) is Wade, Robert V. ...... Junior porber 2c. c.sse-eeess 8/2 per day 
DPS ily Keighran, Rose R. AttCNGANL, .ji0.ccnaeseae seliet's 17/6 per week, 
23 5 Orrin. PEAT ycbekusenve Gatekeeper.” *".ieicdve tects 14/6 per week, 
3 eee England. Robert E. JUBIOT POLLEN seeeees ee seer 7/1 per day. 
24. 55 Hennessy, Andrew. ...| Junior porter ............... 5/9 per day. 
26. 5 Frawley, Edith R. .,.... GateKECPeL apc. cswcenctcever 14/6 per week, 
ORs ae Gregory, Richard H....| Junior porter ...........0. 7/1 per day. 
28 .- 55 Pattinson, Thomas J. Watchman pic cacieiedionops 13/7 per day. 
Smee Roser, Clara H. ..... el) GAbOKee per. scacoecesce assert 4/6 per week 
and 10/- rent, 
PIE Patrick. MALY J iyenesesces Gatekeeper ....cses.os00vese 14/6 per week, 
PA ee Cawley, Raymond P,. Junior porter .| 4/7 per day. 
29° s, Stibbard, Arthur G. ...| Junior clerk £77 per annum, 
20 Ts Neville, Thomas ......... JMOIOT POLLED (on eccccaetwneee 4/7 per day. 
290 =) FitzRoy. Francis ...... PUMEOT POLCET |. cwssilsnen est 5/9 per day. 
31 Wright, John P.  ...... JUNIO POTLET .......0000eee's 7/1 per day. 

2 June | Barber, Kathleen ...... Gatekeeper Foosieccvusemverve 14/6 per week, 

ass Small, Oriel” Vescsciseeas JUNIOL POTtET 2... eevee 5/9 per day. 

Ae Carrs Peel Mi ston ....| Lad gatekeeper .... 7/1 per day. 

Ane Churchward, Percy...... Junior porter ....... 7/1 per day. 

Sines Graham, Colin ......... Junior porter ,...... 7/1 per day. 

BOSS Cavanough, Claude...... Junior porter ....... 5/9 per day. 

ee Kurtz,.Phillip A. 40... Junior porter ...... 7/1 per day. 

Dee se McLeod, Thomas R. ...| Junior porter ....... 5/9 per day. 

La ae Sullivan, Doris <...8s.0. UNOT Clerc “pi scavesesewces £67 per annum, 

Bm 55 Tindall, Alan C.. «4... UNLOT: POLLEL) Ge eececsec sees 5/9 per day, 

Be 53 Eather, Herbert W. Lad gatekeeper ............ 7/1 per day. 
LT 4) Pearce, Richard J. Lad gatekeeper ............. 5/9 per day. 
i ene Gikson, Andrew J. Lad gatekeeper ...........- 7/1 per day. 
uf eos Bell, Leonard F. ...... Junior porter . 3/6 per day. 
LL. 95 Gallagher, Peter J. Junior porter 3/11 per day. 
1p Eee Ridge, Leopold ......... Junior clerk £77 per annum. 
Bin a5 James, Henry W. ...... Junior clerk ....| £103 per annum. 
ES Skelly, Norman H. ...| Junior clerk vane ake het farmer 
12" 5 Anderson, Arthur T, ...| Junior porter aces tp. ad aay 
12 as Morris, Dalton M. ...... Junior deg 1) 277 per annum 
13 4 Nowland, Albert ...... Junior ¢ a Scar 5/9 aay] 
13*.55 Mathie, Alexander ...... Junior ld 77] Oe toe eanuiis’ 
13 4 McMorrow, Harold J. | Junior c es ; "| 5/8 ad Hace 
Tes Ryan, Harold I. ....-- Junior porter .... Sate p y. 


(eee seen 
Date. | Name. | Position, | Rate. Dat. | 
1923. TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS—continued. 1923. 
18 June | Woolford, Edward B. Junior clerk £128 per annum. { 15 Mar. 
18” .,,. «| Cox; Augustusg.ee | Junior porter 4/7 per day. 23 5 
19<*,, —| Mason; .Notberisee-aee Junior clerk | £103 per annum. 27 zt 
27s 
1921. SIGNALLING BRANCH. 27 3s 
7 Noy Osborne, Thomas ...... TMS AUOUTC Tosa pansancncte as 14/8 per day. 37 iy 
7+ 5, ‘| Smith, George:H.” ...... Electrical mechanic ...... | 18/2 per day. 27 oi 
1 as Waldon, Ernest ......... TUBER G amet de cee cra tathianesie ca 19/1 per day. 7 se 
ie AS | WVilson,-Arthur’ 4........ Point cleaner ..............-| 14/8 per day. 10 hes 
@ 4, PSsnlth Marry Ws seee DAMOMAL Pere ncsraderedeacesne | 16/2 per day. 10 pr. 
Tees Williams, Henry  ...... PF AWOUBET einen asians cence: 14/2 per day. 10 of 
1922 o 
1 July | Passlow, Percy ......... WEA DOUTOR RS tes soe daseocecesnt | 14/2 per day. i i 
1 ,, | Patterson, George ...... WED OULCT ccaccsuiecaaus ocaases 14/2 per day. 17 ee 
L +35) Thorpe; Stanley=*....-. HUAUOULCE peek eoccuias meee wes | 1/10,4 per hour. i 7atee 
ty; “| Charnock, John 2.75... Line labourer ............00- 14/2 per day. 17 ug 
Len sal ker, Douglas eee: TQHOULED erect ches esmensners ; 13/8 per day. wees 
1 ,, || Hayes, Robert W: ....., IawOUrer ser set cane eaters 1/10,4 per hour. 17 de 
‘Lian McKay, Ernest PIL MDOUTET Ne hE ee ee ccc eee 1/10 ,y per hour. L7 ” 
1.,, | Mayes, Walter DLADOUTEI onpewanenccacreteeel 13/8 per day. 17 % 
1-,, | McManus, Patrick ...... CR DOULED\ ccoeassumeehtekert | 13/8 per day. 17 a 
te OBrien: Willigm ee: EAVOUTCD 4). jos aeeencodeenenas | 13/8 per day. 3 2 
1923 3 H ee 
1 Jan. | Bagle, Albert .;....... I iGapenter U5... 0feccaee ; 2/4% per hour. = id 
Le; | Lawler, Francis’ 2.235. Carpenter .| 2/44 per hour. 34 ae 
GApr aespence, John: sate ster SNOD DOV le.crecece tescees| =/O8 Der hour. 24 - 
169%, | Hare; Thomas’ ~\-s:.s- Assistant sectionman ...... 1/9} per hour. 24 30 
23 ay, | Fishburn, George ...... Painters’ apprentice ...... -/3;4 per hour. 24 Ae 
23 ,, | Speechley, William H. | Juniorclerk ............... | £76 per annum, 24 ts 
23: us Walker, Robert ..7...... SUMO TI CLATK Seeecesteaareeac £76 perannam. f5, 
7 May | Barnes, Fred: — ......... PUMIOT CIEL vseer teers £127 per annum. 30 ” 
15-4; Mobbs, Edward ......... Moulders’ apprentice ...... | -/3%§ per hour. 30) ev 
21. a Smith, Wilfred B. ...... DUMORCEL Ks eens e ee nee | £103 per annum. 30) 22 
23) te Hewison, Edmund ...... UMIOTACLET ce ere br eeeeee £77 per annum. 30) 2 
2f »,, OUD DS. eiOheee sees ace JUnOLielerk Wei. causa cescs £77 per annum. 30 ad 
b: ” 
1923. ELECTRICAL BRANCH, RAUAWAYS. a ” 
26 Mar. . Cragg. William A. ......, Electrical mechanic 2/14 per hour. Sto 
26 ,, | Walton, Egor ... Assistant engineer........... £500 per annum.} 39 
9-Apr. | Scott, William ... Ta bourersy eee 1/8! perhour. | 39 ’ 
23 2} Torpey Edgits cena Electrical mechanic ........] 2/1$ per hour. 30 bs 
23 ae Drewe, Francis .......... Electrical mechanic ........ 2/1$ per hour, 30 s 
2323 op WV OOd. ROtiald Bia peers Electrical mechanic ........ 2/14 per hour. 30 ; 
23. Toda, George Ti. ccecoces |; Hlectrical mechanic ........ 2/1$ per hour. 1 May 
OR es English, William ........ Electrical mechanic ........ 2/14 per hour. 4 ‘ 
O30 Turners ATenur ee eee Electrics) mechanics’ 1/8} per hour. Jy, 7” 
| labourer. toe 
23° 5 | Duggan, John ............ LEAD. ADOT CT aeees eh eee seer 1/9} per hour. Pee 
23 5, | Felton; Ernest 11. ©...... Electrical mechanics’ 1/22 per hour. tie 
labourer. 14h 
PAO yo HARES EI Feo te Uy here ee Battery labourer ............| 1/9 per hour. ite 
27 °,, ‘| Sedgwick, Edward....... Battery ‘abourer ............ 1/9 per hour. hes 
1 May | Anderson Frank......... | Flectrica! mechnic ........ 2/ik per hour. 1f.0 
6 -, i Arthur Neville ..... SDFUMIMEN fn swesauseceeaewenvece 1/9 per hour. LL : 
6 4; Newburn A'fred PDE ET pacene os se cane eeaeeeee 1/9 per hour. 15 : 
Stee Fsrrell, Vineent Henry | Junicr labourer ............. 1/2 per hour. i 
PA Pee Foster, Edwin ..... welsereste | Assistant engineer .......... £376 per aanum.} 15 ,, 
24, Stratton, Richard. ...... Assistant. enzineer........... £500 per annum. } 15 
at || Niltan, Alberbeni se: Junior clerk ss. £103 per an»m. a 
1923, SPORES DRANG, TRArways. 4 % 
22 May | Nugent, William.......... Asting 4th Class storeman{ £211 porannumn.t Lo, 
23458 2) eButler,pArthuriR. Aves} anton elerk. 1 eee | £103 per anaum. ? ” 
‘ ” 
1923, GENERAL BRANCHES. 3. ’ 
10 May | Bendall, Hellen ......... [PO ifica cleanon screenees ' 42/6 per week | 7 June 
| | (Statistical). 
ES Dind, Laurie Gy vo.cnc-+. UTANIMIGT CLOLK: nos neeseareeeeesee | £77 per annum 
\ | (Statistica?), 1922 
1i Cassidy, Ella C. ......... UM IGV: Cher Kuresn ieee eee eee cee | £67 per annum 
| (Statistical), 9 O-t. 
5 ae, Brain, Ethel ........ ....| Junior clerk ..........00..8--/ £100 per annum | 9 55 
| (Statistica!). 9 os 
er =, Ross. Heather Le ....-10 TUMION ClErkMeess. eraser eeee | £78 per annum os 
| (Statistical). 9 os 
19235 TRAFFIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 3 , 
27 Mar. } Murphy, Michael J.......| Fettler 11/10} perhour. § g ” 
Cah os Healy, Denis H........... Fettler ... .-| 1/10} per hour. Go 
4 Apr. | Rose, Cecelia M. .........! Clerk ...... ..| £161 perannum.§ 9 7 
a Williams, Sydney C. ...; Fettler 1/105 per hour. 9 i 
11 May | Lashmore, Joseph W. | Car cleaner ...........0c.004 | 1/74 per hour. Gi me 
Le An Winkler, Gerald T........ | Junior motor cleaner ...... -/10$ per hour. 9 a 
17 Juns | See, Samuel E............. | Motor cleaner ............... ! 1/7} per hour. ip 
eee: Pepperall, Frederick ...! Motor cleaner ............-+- | 1/7} per hour. ‘ae 
was Knox, Sydney W. ...... | Apprentice plumber .......| -/3% per hour. ou 
1923 ELECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS, . 22 
17 Feb. | Tyrell, Alfred W.......... Clean er). a deslden srceeeaenaecene | -/11} per hour. 9 
tly es Purcell, John 8. ......... | -/9$ per hour. es 
At -35 Stewart, Alexander H. | -/7 per hour. o aass 
178 Foster Roy Janvscns.cscs | -/9} per hour. Ss 
iby de AG- Lambert, James.... “|! -/11} per hour. 9 oes 
7 Selby, Norman A. ......| -/9} per hour. oa 
Lik ss Dillman, Harry K. B....! -/7 per hour. Dee Fis 
Lf ss Hunt, Augustus W. ..,! 1/1} per hour. os 
OL ieee Roy, Robert James......| Sub-station junior.. -/8$ por hour. Oy 
6 Mar. | Shadie, George .........., | Junior labourer -/10} por hour, ees 
RS Woodgate; Bdward <x... Uabolrel ercsescs. er cnn 1/82 per hour. Ona 


| (Sullivan, John 


Nama, 


Positiox. - Nate, 
ELECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS—conbinued, 
Striker. conan eeses ....{ 1/9 per hour. 


Bayliss, Roy Alfred .... 
Carter, James 
Ryan, James ...... 
Gillett, George...... 
Byles, Albert .....:. 
Head. Reginald.. 
Mallon, Thomas P. 
Dewich. Harry 
Moir, JONM<.iscs.scsaseeos 
Slavik, Ferdinand........ 
Johnstone, James H. 

Burke, Frederick J. .... 
Wilson <Al'an J. ....3.... 
Lowe Charles FE. ........ 
Elliott, William J....... 
Burton, William ......... 
McMillan, Robert O. ... 
Ril, Kenneth L. 
Harman, Wallace 
Rowatt, Roxborough.... 
Morgan Cecil .....:.....: 
Wilson, Ronald Keith 

Wisher, JAMES <...5.0...0- 
Fryer) Robert...:..7...46: 
Stubbs, Kenneth......... 
Jones, Charles J.......... 
Thompson, Stanley ..... 
Regat, Bric Di. fnee 
Moyle; Basiljcs.c.--cte 
Eather, Darrell. ..;..:.... 
Walker, Henry J. ....... 
Ford, “Albert «s.ccsmence: 
Warner. Harold ......... 
Hart, William J. ........ 
Baker, Thomas E. me 
Bourne, John F. ... 


Poole, Reginald ........ 
Grant, Francis M......... 
Smith, Frederick G. 8. 
Carey.) Lucius ci. .a.0.cre 
BAN ISSS RO Vececeese eee 


di Paulo, John sae 
Buckingha‘n, Francis D. 
Doherty, Arthur L....... 
faylocpliric Reise 
Riehards, William B..... 
Johnson, Ronald H. M. 
Aviss Arthur Jel scene eee 
Dingley, Austin ......... 
Mumford, Isaac .., 
Matthews, William... 


Burbridge. George ...... 
Anderson. George K. ... 


Lisk? Arthur Die 

Hayes, Norman Henry 
ore. 

Hallams, Joseph ......... 

Philipp, Richard 
Charles. 


Grigzs, William Alfred | Fitters’ apprentice 


Simon, Wallace A........ 
Smith. Leslie J. ......... 
Newell, William ......... 
Brown, Adam UW. ........ 
Sapsed, Alfred ........... 
Perkins. Herbert ....... 

Harris, Ronald George 


. 


| Cleaner... 
Cleaner........ 


Cleaner 


Cleaner... 
Cleaner... 
Cleancr 
Cleaner 
Cleaner... 
Cleanst 
Clsaner:.; 
(l2aner... 
Cleaner. 
Forger 


Junior labourer ....... ones 


Plumber . 


Cleaner........ 
Switcher ..... 


Tracer .... 
Cleaner.... 


Cleaner .... 


Cleaner.... 
Cleantr... 
Cleaner... 
Cleaner... 


Cleaner 
Cleaner ... 
Messenger 


Car builder 


Dsaftsmian.ccscsnsseeaseemey 


Cleaner... 
Cleaner .. 
Cleaner.... 
Shop boy 


Construction linesman 
Drafismanicesessaceeeeete 
Sub-station junior........... 


PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 


Burton, John 


Robinson, George A. ...! 


Hyland, William R. 
Bissett, David M. 


Blatchford. William ....| 


DWYVECTI, J&MES ....,.0.0005 
Levett, Frederick J...... 
Spinks, James T. ........ 


Richter, Frederick A....| 


Carnellor, Nicholas R. 

Erickson, Arthur E. ... 
Drew, Albert ff. ......... 
raskell, Allison .......... 
Griffins Phillip sR. -P: c.! 
Hoyles, William ,........ 
GEBrIeN Dames see eens 
Paris, Walter An ssoioer. 
Williamson. Thomas .. 
Warland, Augustus FE. 

Roland, Joseph W....... 
Tinsley, ee weecscc. scans 
Poole; Woh Citsseencaecce 
Owen, William ........... 
Shipway. Henry.......... 
Brown, Robert L. ...... 
Drinan, William A. 
Johnson, Ces! KE. ....... 
O’ Grady, Edward 
Gaudry, Arthur R 


Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 
Libourer . 
Labourer . 


Labeurer 


Carpenter ...... 
Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 


Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 
Labourer 


Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 
Labourer .... 


Labourer 


Labourer . 


oeeeee 


| Labourer ..... < asa soeetueeeene 


-/11} per hour. 
-/7 per hour. 
-/11} per hour. 
1/14 per hour. 
1/14 per hour. 
-/7 per hour. 
1/1} per hour. 
1/14 per hour, 
-/9}+ per hour. 
-/7 per hour. 
-/11} per hour, 
-/9} per hour. 
-/11} per hour. 
-/9} per hour. 
-/9 per hour. 
-/11} per hour, 
-/7 per hour. 
1/14 per hour. 
- /94 per hour. 
-/9} per hour 


| 2/42 per hour. 


-/10$ per hour. 
2/1} per hour. 
1/9} per hour. 
-/9} per hour. 
-/7 per hour. 
-/11} per hour. 
-/11} per hour. 
-/11} per hour, 
-/9} per hour, 
-/11} per hours 
1/1 per hour. 
-/9} per hour. 
-/7 per hour. 
1/1 per hour. 
-/11} per hour, 
-/11} per hour. 
-/9} per hour. 
-/7 per hour. 
-/9} per hour. 
-/11} per hour. 
-/11} per hour. 
1/0! per hour. 
£210 per annum 
1/7$ per hour. 
-/7 per hour. 
-/9} per hour. 
-/7 per hour. 
1/14 per hour. 
-/11} per hour. 
-/9} per hour. 
-/11} per hour. 
-/7 yer hour. 
-/9} per hour. 
-/6} per hour. 


2/4} per hour. 
£368 per annum 


-/33%% per hour. 
+/11% per hour. 
1/12 per hour. 
-/9% per hour. 
1/3} per hour. 
2/1} per hour. 
£401 per annum. 
-/83 per hour. 


13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day, 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day, 
13/6 per day. 
2/44 per hour, 


' 13/6 per day. 
' 13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day, 


' 13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 


' 13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 


_ 13/6 per day. 


13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 
13/6 per dav. 
13/6-per day. 
12/6 per day. 
13/6 per day. 


REMOVALS, 


. ' = 

Date, Name. | Position. | Rate. 

Ee | 
1923. SECRETARY’S BRANCH. 

10 Feb. | Nicholls, George s.....05..0<sescecsscovve-ne) OLOTK 552500000 Reseach aeesaes { £283 per annum | Retired. 
1923. TRAFFIC AUDITOR’S BRANCH. 

28 May | Paviour, Marjorie ...... ree SSovectomeeee JUNION CET Kia doessavecstecee f ‘£78 rer annum a Resigned. 


Remarks, 


TT 


Date. Name. 
1923, 

8 Mar. | Kennedy, Edwin................ Kpactbaasin te 
1355 Tomlinson, Joseph ......... Revi vacaecuseus 
13 5, Duncanson, John .............. qeaiea peor 
ites Burtenshaw, Alberé ....cccetveareeeveren se 
105%; Mel YE ALTIGK See. stinnacns santenuuntee Rts os 
SOs, Breen an: ALLO cas accecsvaseces Reetee eh oid 
Bin ss Plunkett, WLC Visca sdeed coves raacotmedrers ve 

2 Apr. | McDougall, Horace............ 

Sass Stick, Nicholas ..............0. 

oe McEwan, Ro bertiercesrasaseecre scccutece 

Das, EAYVIOT. 0 OSC DD scsssesce donates nee 

eR RETCY Gt MAULICE: 4. .055.00cdreoterace ee 

eee Perigo, Walter sc.cc.... hoe 

Grr,; Roberts, Arthur ......... udeiounee seater ss sit 

Gr; Ganneni;INOTMAD .5..2.scceuereeme 

Wes, Swift, William ... 

Bi os Little, Eric ..... 

Bes, Barnett, Frank 

ass Burkes ECO nens ne cewetsantere Reeds ay 
1G); Chandler, William........... Rfairealataret vl eeialss 


fi lee Kirkwood, Frederic 
Ble Daniels, Ronald ... 
il; Hobday. Arthur ... 
ah ee Kelly, John V...... 
pA ;; Monahan, Thomas .. 
Pas 555 Stevenson, James . 
Us ween Clack, John ......... 
4 55 Pfitzner. Hubert 
1@ ;; Flynn, Frederick 
To; Laidlaw, George 
AUT 5 Stageman, Herbcrt 
Oe; Malcolm, Charles .. 
iG ee Easton, Sidney ..... 
Le es Kirby. James.....,.. 
ders Proud, Alfred ...... 
aS iiss Dumbrell, Arthur . 
TO AG Wall, Richard ...... 
it ape Hughes, OV. esr sicius 
OF es McCarthy, Herbert .. 
yA Goff, Edward ..... 
4 ee Kirkham, Paul ... 
23% .; Gardiner. Claude.... 
24s; Harrison, Daniel ... 
24 ,, Hally, William...... 
oes Hammon, Leslie ... 
26- 3, Adamsen, Thomas 
26\ 5, Finnie, Peter ....... 
2h) 5. Fenwick, Andrew... 
2600; Lumb, Richard .... 
2G) 5; Baker, Richard .... 
2 as Jobnson, Hugh...... 
28 ys Smith, Albert .... 
28 White, Harold ....., 
iS ae Reynolds, John .... 
2S; Mercer, Norman... 
20. Huntley, William 
285" ;5 McCarthy, Mervyn 
AA Clark, Henry ...... 
29 4; Brogan. Walter 
ae Stewart, Thomas 

i} May | Boyd, Henry ...... 

2 hs Bannister, William 

2 Rose; Henryese. sac. 

UE Hall, Richard . 

Bars McNeil, Robert. 

Danes Mortimer. Frank” 

: Carter, Clifford 

4556 Atkins, Terbert 

B45 Welford, Harold 

aa, « Walker, Lewis 

5, Phillips, Thomas 

Ly ore Hare, Herbert ...... 

rays Nimmo, John 

iD: ys Corderoy, Jack 

CS ae Tibbetts, James 

Gs Bates, George 

te Burnley, Walter 
Sa MICH! GOH. ssc. scene 
oie. Webber, Arthur 
De Smith, Bertram 
BOs Shead, Henry ....... 
Ee is, Coombs. William 
LL; 5 Mason, Robert 
i RA hae Riley. Timothy 


Bei 45 Stubber, William.. 
Masters, Hubert .. 
15 |; Craig, George 
Britton, Herbert 
Wakeford, Gecrge 
Simpson, John 

Wilson, Alfred Ii. 


ee 
No 
————— 


Le Gone Sohadbeubotccas 


ee Se ere re rrr oe 


eee eeeee Pete eer eweeeens 
tee ewnee : 


seen ened 


TB 5 eBell. Weslie ... c.c. 
2. ss; Peek, Charles ..... 
22) 43 Campbell, Percival .. 
SAT ae Anderson, Alfred 
EN he Crisp, Gordon ....... 
SB ess Boyd, Robert ....... 
2A 5 Evans, Robert .... 
it Se Macdonald, William 
2A. 55 Tansey, James P. 
2D. 5 Thomas. Richard 
a5, Lewis, Henry ....... 
Aaa Jones, George ....... 
Zao 55 Lawton, Arthur 

20" b. Lindsay, Robert 

BD” 9s Cusack, Francis 
250.5 Morrison, James 
28.0% Hall. Frederick 

a0 is; Goode, Thomas 

2 ee Ashby, Marlow 

2a) os, Horton, Henry 

2Re oy Walker, Harold 

es Me Walsh, John J. 

28 ,, | Kerz, Charles 

20" Luhrmann, Frederick 


Sp gS wer anne 


*21497—B 


el Shop boy 


Position. 


Rate, 


Remarks. 


LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH. 


Fitters’ apprentice 

Carriage and wagon buil- 
der. 

PAGMOAKET o..csuedecvecdencs: 

Labourer 


Fitters’ apprentice ......... 
FUE BY one neds vo vatrcccoet ee 
Shop boy ....... 
Sub-inspector 
Mouldcrs’ labourer ......... 
Boilermakers’ apprentice 

Fitters’ labourer ............ 
Assistant chargeman 
Carriage and wagon buildei 
Fitters’ apprentice 
Lavatory checker............ 
Blacksmiths’ Appr entice. 

WUC Vesicswtnavevaecesotred 
PEENUCT ececeeeys sain cw seaaeauein 


Fitters’ apprentice . 
RIE BOY * 5... 0c05508 
Fitters’ "aipaciiap 
Fitters’ apprentice 
DITAVER Se sescca sch askahweties a. 
Machinists’ apprentice .. 

MALEMV Meese; ocak coeake eee 
Boilermakers’ apprentice 
Fitters’ labourer ............ 


Striker ... 
Shop boy 
Gasfitter 


Ree er 
Bngane t0rner .,.ksvevecs eo 
Tinsmiths’ apprentice...... 
Shop boy 
SOTGLET” Cen esaehaetac ees 
Fitters’ apprentice 
Boilermakers’ apprentice 

TENOR ceacecctuaY car oseeiee 
MELE ALTA ccaenecec yan rocece: 
Fitters’ apprentice 
Vitters’ labourer 
Driver 


Boe yoy cere: 
GUUNMORS. coccncsuc seen 
Shop boy ......... Pee 


WAU shes ceveeececee 
Fitter’s apprentice ........ 
Boilermakers’ apprentice 
Boilermakers’ apprentice 
Air brake attendant ...... 
Boilermakers’ apprentice 
Driv er 


Driv VCR 


Boilermakers’ apprentice 
Traverser labourer ......... 
Fitters’ apprentice: ......... 
Carriage builders’ appren- 
tice. 
DAREMA Ciln oda abaetieitetecs 
Carriage and wagon 
builder. 
Boilermakers’ apprentice 
Vitter’ apprentice 
Fitters’ apprentice 
PRUUMDTNE OA, | itacccoutean:. 
Lavatory checker ......... 
Potash tank attendant ... 
Saw mill labourer 
Shop boy 
EIST ® cecgoack deeatoenen 
SCTGN OPUaV6 5 Ap an ee 
Cylinder filler 


Boiler maker s appr entice 
Fitters’ labourer ~.........5. 
Cle aerwer es cckcn tohmasaten 
Titters’ apprentice ......... 
Switch attendant 
WL VOI MeCRe once tstvaesce sane? 
BURA DOW wench ctatisncuncesee 
Fitters’ labourer ............ 
Out-door labourer ...... 
BIACK SEAN vos: «cccsmcasceceas 
Fitter % 


DOD DOV ach cpicuascsoocensere 
Fitters’ apprentice ......... 
GIG elie ct aaueanunetneceeesen 
Fitter 
(CEP LIB Yoh i Ry elite: 
Fitters’ apt rentice 
SMbTOLPMAN  e.5.lcsaeccee 
Fitters’ apprentice 
Fitter-in-charge 
Labourer 
Striker 
Moulders’ apprentice . 

Striker 
Boiler makers’ helper 
Sub-inspector 
Fitters’ apprentice 
Fuelman 
Cleaner 
Fuelman 


1/74 per hour ... 
2/5, per hour 


1/7$ per hour ... 
1/7 per hour ... 
1/9 yy per hour 


1/8} per hour . 
1/9 per hour ..... 
1/03§ per hour 
2/- per hour....... 
1/1? per hour ... 
£318 per annum 
1/9% per hour ... 
-/3%4 per hour... 
1/9$ per hour ... 
£323 per annum 
2/5y) per hour 
Mit per hour .., 
1/73 per hour ... 
| 1/34 per hour .,. 
1/9 per hour .,. 
2/24 per hour ... 
1/0}#% per hour .. 
-/10$ per hour ... a 
1/3} per hour . 
1/3} per hour ... 
2/6 per hour ... 
-/3%4 per hour ... 
1 2/- per hour...... 
-/85% per hour ... 
1/94 per hour ... 
1/8} per hour ... 
1/9 per hour ..... 
1/1 per hour ... 
2/2% per hour ... 
1/74 per hour ... 
2/8 per hour... 
2/1} per hour ... 
1/7} per hour ... 
1/3% per hour ... 
1/9% per hour ... 
-/544 per hour ... 
1/34 per hour ... 
2/6 per hour 
1/9 per hour ... 
1/0%% per hour .. 
1/9% per hour ... 
2/6 per hour 
2/2 per hour ... 
1/1? per hour ... 
-/10$ per hour 
1/9 per hour ... 
1/32 per hour ... 
1/3} per hour ... 
1/9 per hour 
1/73 per hour .., 
1/34 per hour ... 
1/74 per hour ... 
1/9 per hour ... 
1/3t per hour ... 
2/6 per hour 
2/3% per hour .., 
2/6 per hour 
2/: § per hour ... 
2/2% per hour ... 
2/3% per hour ... 
-/33%4 per hour ... 
1/7% per hour ... 
1/74 per hour ... 
-/33{ per hour 


2/- per hour 
2/5;4 per hour 


1/74 per hour ... 
1/74 per hour ... 
1/74 per hour ... 
1/9 per hour ... 
1/7 per hour ... 
1/9 perhour ... 
1/8% per hour ... 
1/-§ per hour ... 
2/22 per hour ... 
-/103 per hour. 
1/9} per hour ... 
2/2 per hour 
-/10y% per hour 
1/94 per hour ... 
1/8} per hour ... 
1/3¢ per hour ... 
1/-3 per hour 
2/6 per hour... 
-/83 per hour ... 
1/92 per hour ... 
1/8 per hour ... 
2/3% per hour ... 
2/3 per hour ... 
-/63 per hour .. 
1/84 per hour ... 
1/-% per hour 
1/3% per hour 
1/8} per hour ... 
2/34 per hour ... 
1/-% per hour ...| 
1/3% per hour ...) 
£381 per annum | 
1/3% per hour ... 
£401 per annum 
1/72 per hour ... 
1/9} per hour ... 
1/7% per hour ... 
1/9} per hour ...! 
1/9} per hour ...| 
£321 perannum | 
1/33 per hour ... 
1/9} per hour ... 
1/8} per hour ... 
1/9} per hour ... 


Retired, 
Retired. 


Retired. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 


Deceased. 
Resigned. 
Discharged 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired, 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Discharged. 
Retired. 
Discharged. 
Deceased. 
Dismissed. 
.| Discharged. 
Dismissed. 
.| Discharged. 
Discharged. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Discharged. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Disiissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Resigned, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Discharged. 
Discharged. 
Retired. 
Discharged. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Resigned. 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 


Discharged 
Discharged. 
Discharged. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Deceased. 
Discharged. 
Resigned, 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Retired. 
Discharged, 
Retired. 
Discharged. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Discharged. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Deceased. 
Discharged. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 


183 


Date. Namo. 
1923. 
29 May {| Hutton. Edward 
20-4, Hayes, John C. 
SOF, Russell, John 
Biter: FLUMPHriew GPORTY .0..0550c0b 00.0 | 
SUimees Cooke, Harry Woes iascocenc savssouetc ; 
1 June | Milross, Albert .......... AciscERAAEC 53) 
EO ora Botham, Henrycccsaseves+sh-sane-ceor , 
Drones Bannister, Frederick ... 
2 ee Brogan, Francis .... 
45; Penhall, George .... 
55 Burt, Prederickgacesccsscss a Reeseen 5 
if os Steer, Prederick Gicit.cccssartees aeenOAOcOn 
3 Mork Andrew 9k. craseesns seessevaae sits 
0 5.. Jakins, George ...... - < SASS RaRBAS oO OOE H 
6) Aare Walton, JON Wass seettres.cectceaiier aad! 
(5 McGregor, William” “Sirc.scsscesamascsees 
Oe; Dean, Keginald ........ cauane ieee 50506 
Or Firkin, Wiiliam .,..... Ssge Ab Mansoadde 
LO aires Partridge, JAMS seeccccccseccteaceasncess 
LO, Balmer, Robert .......-..ssse0¢ 
at, Leonard, William s.........cessevetesesas 
ible = Smith; Henryiansc.seserssscsses efuspiapls's sis 
aes Bruce, William J. ... an 
ie Kerridge, Stanford ... 
le 5 Bell, Norman We aeceeeacees 
LES a5 Walker, John Foo icssisascseoocsencetnte es 
26 Sy Rees, Cecil  svces 
16 3; Barrett, Daniel ... 
LC aay ONES, MG Ward ..co..cocaa-stacempeeneaeee tects 
aes Hepwood, Arnold 
LS GINS THOMAS) Socscccecce ceeteecssseee eer 
19; Wanghan Leslie \2.c.ciccsancrmotenie es 
VAN an IWhICeLa WCE Cher Konecetcciaeneeetesscccener 
20) 055 Barton, (George j..c.asevacesesansnsneesens 
ra oe Pletcher wi ACk soeanuscccausne.atconctanee \ 
1923, ; 
17 Feb. } Murphy, Patrick........ saaaettaseeeaa reels 
18 Us Reese; James’ .....2..... 
11 Mar. | Crompton, Thomas 
5S ae Dowling; John: i. scecstemeeteeee 
ORY a Walsh James «...cncsaccsssoneeneae “Be 
oT Coleman, Blias:. oecsscnse 15 ooneee reat: 
3 Apr Stanley SArihur sonics sascstaeetcnesces 
6; SLONC Mes adtes we cosecas: toe satatesueacaens 
7 ae Weithers, Joachim 
Gua: Allbranch, Leslie 
oe Greefian; John Wr rcwcesarccs sss 
The ae COLE PS AMES er ecresueceneteesenses 
oD oe Spratt; Austin | Uis.ccscacsssseeasesecer=: 
oe Hitzgeraid, ANATeW —.cssecacassese aces. 
1a RViaNa SI OSe Nh. ais cacacccosuse nates steserees 
a7 oe IPRESU, PRINED | soennwcsceaensiegeceuetasesens 
19 968 OSES PLO 5 ANY ecnacronncgacecedsenondeand= 
Baie 25 BlaiksJopaA. | wiscciscasnsarseeees Robeson 
CE in PentoldeWitiam (os. sccsncseceesmurer cee 
5 ae Hansen, Jackuroccaecerece tn 
oe Grimble, George nsssr.s-) creer: “ 
OW as Fletcher, George ... 
50) ae Neilson, George ... 
30 6 Harper, Uriah........ 
CTieian Cook, Arthur W, 
3 May | Adams, Charles 
535 Pender, Audrew 
5 Bourke, Francis 
aes Wilchers Berey-aeeecccces sense ncate 
ys Robinson, Alpert I.) css cascaeeuiecness’« 
‘ieee: Petlit; Henry. oo. .ceccsscrcecncussenteaetnes 
12 WOES W illiom gets esecceneceedeenenscte 
Ty <A Grace, Patrick 
igs & Lawrenson, Henry 
19, Carroll James Wr ersnseceeactecceeee cers 
19 =; Hayter sArchur seacreccnstccmameceree 
Pies Taylor, Mrankiasasessnsecsecenacunctceaees 
ore Ale VicaTy. John I auesrecne canoe ceeme 
OD eas Anderson, ROCK Jeneccsteascenateeeeee 
Dae a Crawford. Roberti cs-c.-ccaevauseraieere 
23 Harvey. covallia neAmamrcsasceremeeracee: 
94; Baxter, Samuel .......... Sone os40 60500 
29 te. Mason; Harold Ji" wecccsicsucceaecsnince 
SOnny Martin, Harold is@ensssnacocakeepesens see 
ot) ae. Mayne, Damiel Jcnciccses cen teceaemeenmae 
6 dune | Oram, John Henry encase 
3 ee. Gowley, George vanc.ccecante ure 
VL as Cochet, Francis oe..catomecnevctareeoeneen 
UR Peag Regan; Michaels trec.scccees sn ceeee eee eee 
Bh, Op Cunningham, Bernard ............00.0s- 
LS eee Chalker,Charles:ccesse.cocenesceeeeeeeniee 
16 4, Watts, Maamas veccsc-ctsec ney aceteemetee 
25) gee Hanstords Howard Vy. nese aeeee eee 
PaPaE op Sheehan, Patrick 
26o35 Pearce, Sidney 
fae i Grahams James lccesgace: «ocean se 
1923 
28 Jan Steveas,, Robert -Avcesesssustesereeeee 
8 Feb Wheeler, Frederick 
ABS yey Delaney, James .2.0.....0scc0ecnene 
3 Mar. | Reardon, Henrv G. 
Ol aese Clapham, Norman 
Dies, Noon, Willian: Cin. ven.cscsteseeeiee 
2 es Riven, Frederick Bs 2.022. asc ceecteeh 
ato, Hinton, James! Hs wc.cssscesecsenccan: 
10 a Buntony Francis itis eieeccacuicconemees 
22) 5s, Dageewilliany (a eer eee eae ee 
23, renchy SLarry Nope cot canes weeeee 
265%; MOLLOW, PAUISUIN Jimeseentneeseeen enone ae 
20 4, Henderson, FNOMaS es. acesee eee 
Ae ae Hogan, PatrickiG. cist eee Santis 
315; Seivewright, George ................- 
Sl, ae Chapman, Edric R... 
ol ees Elvy, William A...... 
1 Apr Hinde; Sidneys.cccsvecocmeesces LARA “| 
1 55 Adlaide, William J. ...........0. Zc SSOSPRBL 
2; Ritchie, Robert L. .. 


i | Rate 


Position. 


LoooMOTIVE BRANCH, RAIbWAYS—continued. 


SUADOUTET. teeedstecaes seseseeeee| 1/72 per hour ...| Resigned. 
Fitters’ labourer .... ...| 1/9} per hour ...| Resigned. 
Labourer .........ssseceeeee| 1/84 per hour :..! Resigned. 
Call DOY si.tsesedesccenseceee| -/68 per hour by Resigned. 
Birelishter essancscoaaetseese 1/9} per hour ...' Resigned. 
Boilermakers’ apprentice 1/3} per hour ...; Discharged. 
Blacksmiths’ apprentice -/8} per hour ...| Resigned. 
ither aos ce comet oe econ 2/3 per hour ...| Resigned. 
Boilermakers’ helper ..... .| 1/92 per hour ...} Retired. 
tationary engine-driver 2/:34 per hour ...| Resighed. 
Tinsmiths’ apprentice ...| 1/-$ per hour .,.| Dismissed. 
Fitters’ apprentice .........| 1/3% per hour ...| Resigned. 
Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/3% per hour ...| Discharged. 
Fitters’ anprentice ..... .| 1/72 per hour ...| Discharged. 
Blacksmiths’ apprentice 1/-} per hour .,.; Discharged. 
EU MBAOL eos ten ceeacwnaaset 2/3% per hour ...| Resigned. 
Washoutman ..... 1/103 per hour | Resigned. 
Olivensmith vt esas corsa 2/33 per hour ...} Deceased. 
Boilermakers’ helper ...... 1/9? per hour ...| Resigned. 
WSANIOT. 5 acdc nsorenense a 1/8} per hour ...! Deceased. 
Carriage and wagon #4, per hour Resigned. 
builder. 
Overhead crane driver ...| 2/-4 per hour ...) Retired. 
Fitters’ apprentice ..,,.....| 1/384 per hour ...) Discharged. 
Brassmoulder ¢.2.0.-.c.<sece 2/34 per hour ...! Resigned. 
Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/3% per hour ...| Discharged. 
Bireman getees ete cece, esters 2/-4 per hour ...! Resigned. 
Fitters’ apprentice 1/7} per hour ...| Discharged. 
LUMO S caccacnes eased 2/3% per hour ...| Deceased. 
DPIVEr races wetoreeeceaee 2/62 per hour ...| Retired. 
Boilermakers’ helper .. 1/10} per hour Kesigned. 
, Boilermakers’ helper 1/92 per hour ...| Retired. 
Blacksmiths’ apprentice | 1/72 per hour ...| Discharged. 
FaASHGber Manat euetess secoeeee| 2/2 per hour ...| Deceased. 
Driver: diessncteceseeder es ...| 2/6¢ per hour ...| Retired. 
Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/3% per hour .,.| Discharged, 
PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, RAILWAYS, 
GanGer Viana seuataeseetseaaens 1/10} per hour ..| Retired. 
Da DONTCT Te cree aeeese reese 1/7% per hour ...| Retired. 
Sub-inspector £378 per annum..| Retired. 
Storeman ..... 1/11 per hour ..; Discharged. 
Kettler yiccsatccnensnceceeterces 1/8} per hour ...| Retired. 
1/9 per hour Resigned. 
1/84 per hour ...! Resigned, 
1/8} per hour ...| Resigned. 
1/8} per hour ...! Resigned. 
Carpenter, Wevec seen Saaecess | 2/12 per hour ...| Resigned. 
Eettler 1/8} per hour ...| Retired. 
Fettler 1/8} per hour ...| Resigned, 
Fettler 1/8} per hour ...| Retired. 
Ganger 1/i0% per hour...) Resigned. 
Fettier 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned, 
Fettler 1/9 per hour...... Resigned. 
Pettler 1/8} per hour ...) Resigned. 
Plumbers’ Apprentice...... 1/74 pcr hour ...| Discharged, 
Hetsler sc c..cads cen cutecnstinel 1/8} per hour ...) Retired. 
Motcher a aurmaney een seee sees 1/9 per hour Resigned. 
GARE raion Neasiesaopenceecers 1/104 per hour...) Retired. 
Beviter jopcsestcovaes iaaoseds 1/8} per hour ...| Resigned. 
Bridge Labourer .......s5++- 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned, 
Watelimam sararacasheceer 1/8 per hour......; Retired. 
Fitters’ apprentice .. 1/0% per hour ...| Discharged, 
Bricklayers’ labourer ...... 1/93 per hour ...| Jtetired. 
GANTEL os-taeees teeeeetemcone 1/11} per hour...| Retired. 
MGGLIOT: cat ecuaneender ent eaesies 1/9 per hour ...| Resigned. 
HWOtrler cednioreacesecwsteamens 1/8} per hour ...| Resigned. 
Carpenter Wire.t ecosmier snes 2/1% per hour ...| Resigned. 
Carpenter 2/25 per hour ...| Resigned. 
Mettlet ie acces 1/9 per nour...... Resigned. 
Wethlarsesce 1/8} per hour ...| Retired. 
either tcccecwaesietesceseces 1/8% per our ...| Resigned. 
Hetulerite.wrcstveracsdsssegeers 1/84 perhour ...| Resigned. 
Fettler chase acsecncebhcoee ice 1/94 per hour ...) Dismissed. 
Webttler nin. ncsesetcenteccedeas 1/8} per hour ...; Resigned. 
Ganer co snar-eeerenees aotsane 1/10% per hour...| Deceased. 
Rettlerpcccsemites th tesecs cess 1/8i perhour .../ Resigned. 
Rough carpenter ......... 1/10 per hour ...| Retired. 
Betbler wociin etadenaies's oot ee ...| 1/83 per hour ...| Resigned. 
Labourer cucteens-saccestceee 1/7} perhour ...| Retired. 
Mettler a: ctevaesrrdescseisseeles 1/8 perhour ...| Resigned. 
Hettler co.cc Ssacescepeemess 1/94 per hour ...| Resigned, 
Bettlericasscatecsstesoreacines 1/94 per hour ...| Resigned, 
LabQurer seiciscrccarsesesceos 1/78 perhour ...| Deceased. 
Retiler. cumesemnodec nies | 1/9} per hour ...| Resigned. 
Fettler is csctaveioaetaecvenemases 1/84 perhour ...| Resigned. 
Ganger’ sisaensesnsr Ack 1/107 pernour...| Retired. 
Hetilerigc.wesase --| 1/93 per hour ... | Resigned. 
Fettlen aecacceesene= 1/8} perhour ...| Dismissed. 
Gangennseiceeeee 2/1 per hour...... Jicsigned, 
Fettler ecg: 1/83 perhour ...| Retired. 
Mottlerioeans eve tcackterecveres 1/84 pernour ...; Retired. 
Mettlersimmnesnaummenere nts 1/83 perhour ...| Deceased. 
Wetter savaeunissenodve oameseee 1/94 perhour ...! Dismissed, 
TRAIFIO BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
Sleeping-car conductor...,.{ 13/- per day...... Retired. 
Porter praesent 13/6 per day. ...! Dismissed. 
Signalman ..., 17/- per day...... | Dismissed. 
POTtEr |. eee eee 13/6 per day ...| Retired. 
Porter rina anteeaweaee casted 13/6 per day Resigned. 
Junior porter he per day Resigned. 
Porter, ..."eee 13/6 per day Dismissed. 
| Adult shunter . 14/6 per day...... Dismissed. 
Junior porter ree Wer Gayo Deceased. 
Guard qessosnbeco dacntonsnaroc jeu 5/6 per day...... Resigned. 
LELIC ee catch Tete a aaee £268 per annum | Resigned. 
PUMUOE POLbermae nae ¢/- per day .....: Resigned. 
Porter sal ompelaeaine Poses 13/6 per day Resigned. 
PUNIOL POLLEM siveswresncseose | 8/1 per day ...... Dismissed. 
Lad gatekeeper .. 4/6 per day ...... Resigned. 
Junior porter ..... 4/6 per day ...... Resigned. 
Porter ne ete 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
Stationmaster ........ £328 per annum] Retired. 
and quarters. 
Signalman .......... PASTE 18/- per day...... Deceased. 
Junior porter ....... Pasecn ...| 8/1 per day ......] Resigned. 


Remarks. 


STS ner reat nt ERR BR A RPI A AS RS, ERPS REP PPE tS REGRET rE SELES IES IE SAIN ry AE te OPT RRS EOE RL pe 
Date. 7 Name. Position. Rate. Remarks. 
1923, TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILwWAysS—continued, 

2 Apr. | Davies, John ....... | Gatekeeper.. . scccecncsancasct 5/~ POF dzY...... Retired. 
+. Curtis, John A. .. Junior porter-...............| %/- per day ...... Resigned. 
pe = Cannox Alten. see ad i com W.-...| 3/+ per day...... Deceased. 
So. 5 PUN scien RO | Might offfeer™ ..............0.- £258 per annum | Retired. 
te O_o ee ; Signadmrai: cc cewacesws 14/6 per day Resigned. 
eS Thrello,, Waronl Ie. <0. .cc-neeel een ee POrtePerrcee rene rnta ceetieuene 13/- per day...... Resigned. 
(ia Carpenter, Walter ....... Nard ‘masterson. or seacase £408 per annum | Retired. 
wy WOnGS! DAV). Crs. hcsces cece an eee Gierio ites ore seeeatcloceeeee £208 per annum | Resigned. 
0 ard Woscdike: Hila Mss. cccstetescace cesetwcat se Gatekeeper .....ccceceessennse 4/3 per week and| Resigned. 
quarters. 
le; MicGuinesss Mann. cy acy cnesesccceassneen GateKCePer vias soccrgscccssaee 11/7 per week | Resigned. 
s and quarters. 

AN McRoberts, JAMES) ....00:<0cenchvecesesve- POrtetieecce onteusaasre ces tore 13/6 per day......| Retired. 

ai) Re BUIMDANY Willa. 5 5 oncsehacneereseeees Sleeping-car conductor.....| 13/- per day...... Deceased. 

Fi ae HRETrS PALTICK ees, t.ccscckansec See Night/offtcer: .0))0).c.00.05s5 £258 per annum | Resigned. 

12 5 Macahees JOS@pi cnncucyccrcuceedeameeteeee Signalman. octe scores ce 16/- per day...... | Retired. 

TS Schuck, Robert: E. ......0ccsscv0ssstet ene GATOR eres cecapes ce senienan 16/- per day...... Resigned. 

Se Bakery eumily Mi cssvsccses ccateesner cee: AGEENGUANG. cre reses ete ceces 9/10 per week) Resigned. 

. | and 9/9 rent. 

if Micholls) Walter M: ..ccccccccciecsaseneees Adult shunter ..........00%0 14/6 per day......| Resigned. 

ree; Watson Alexander’ .ccsscsccestem centses| EE OLUCE. «etree 13/6 per day......| Dismissed. 

YS) Heins, Noel ......... Junior porter .| 5/8 per day ...... Dismissed. 

Toe Casimer, Edward. Night officer £258 per annum | Resigned. 

pag Page Richards Wis .c:csccss: caceeeenee eee Junior porter 8/1 per day ...... Resigned. 

Buy, Caer, Hric Rieecicaeerieeceente Beers Porberee cece eters: 13/6 per day...... Resigned. 

ce Wonkiny Willa ceccscsoseecesteeesetees FuMlor POTtEL 2s. ccnere-csee es 4/6 per day ...... Discharged. 

18; McDougall! Byron: iA... senenececee ess POrter te pcaregh casceccen ese 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 

13); Wardswivy, Ess tnccecscscnssscceucsieearemens Gatekeeper’ ..cnccs0.csccctesees 4/3 per week and| Resigned. 

9/9 rent. 

1s) |; Grant; HrMest) ss. cccssssccescesseteuson ees JUNION POrtber ss. sce .sceuetees 9/9 per day ...... Resigned. 

LT aa Olarke,. Wrederick <i45. 2.20. 2 eeceoeee re PUMIO“ POMEL omen, tere: 8/1 per day ...... Dismissed. 

Eos 3s Bay, JAMES cos cccsccsncorsc seuss ve eeeeasenee Sleeping-car conductor ...| 13/- per day...... Retired. 

203; Bowyer, Gladys Miccc.csee secs ccreewee ce: Gatekeéper’...c se tect sees 4/3 per week and) Re igned. 

quarters. 

20) |; Millson;, Joseph: Wis <::...+.-c<ceteceteeecss Stationmaster ............... £288 per annum | Retired. 

and quarters. 

20 ,, Coleman; Arthur’ B......ct.sc-ccraoceecess Borberwiy wcacceteccteessacatces 13/- per day...... Resigned. 

200 Wey OsCAL) Wats vaceescesccoeutecen cence FHead SHWACCL.s.csncesseect es 18/6 per day......| Resigned. 

oer, Potter sATGMUT Diicc, soteucccceceeeeteee ton Trane inspector™.........:.. { £438 per annum | Resigned. 

2b, Mawtons Richard *:2..c.cisscecetteevoseses POrGer cestode cee tclcesee ss | 13/6 per day......| Resigned. 
dt Cartwright Florence -..s..c5-..eceececees Gatekeeper vec;...cssennceces i4/- per week ...| Retired. 

Zeer S oberts-cAl bert. ds. saicsegscteceveodicetece Porberern rne necro een 13/- per day...... Resigned. 

AN age Hipgins:..Maty Cc <...,0csiacccmeteroctn: Attendant ieiven<.ctiaess 17/1 per week ...| Resigned. 

od Noten Viquerat, Jessé............05 .| Adult shunter . 14/6 per day......| Resigned. 

yr eee Fagan, Raymond J. -.... Clerk etaccrers ..| £208 per annum | Resigned. 

227 3 Townsend, Elizabeth ............scecceses Caretakers..ccrgemesredietecess 12/6 per week....| Retired. 

201. THOTPE; SUANley A cccaccescict bececeeesslcos Adult shunter ............... 14/6 per day...... Kesigned,. 

ai ss Has barlUlis, crsansesvcssrecsctwnctirteetete: Gatekeeper .................6.. 11/4 per week| Retired. 

and duarters. 

28 ,, Ble Mwen DAMES Ie coceccasch seven chee laees Night officer ......5......000 £258 per annum | Resigned. 

23 Leth, lizanet heres .2.ccc dete. Attendant sec essstccccec cee? 28/3 per week] Resigned. 

and 9/9 rent. 

257° >. Thompson? CHVGs vessseccnis.ceeteee en GUATC OCS .c seivewetseeetice es ce 15/6 per day Resignede 

23° 5; MANE SVC! cat ocevecacieccstscecnesesccces. Gatekeeper) o.572.c..0.cs0s0-c 4/3. per week] Retired. 

; and quarters. 

SO Stewart, Mary A. Gatekeeper ..........ccceeces 23/3 per week ....| Resigned. 

30 ,, Almond, John ...... Gardens ct eee casos: 15/6 per day Resigned. 
2May | Charles. Arthur Nightroticer nomscsmenses| £258 per annum..| Resigned. 
oS Jordan, Wrank Fe. iy. sce; usitvocscrccecses Jun Or POrter~..c.....cs0c00s 5/8 per day ...... Resigned. 
rae Palfon Mary Jeg i csee see doves wader vanes Gatekeeper™. ec fccoe 11/7 per week} Retired. 

: and quarters, 
a5 Cheoketts; Catherine: ..i.i..sccccccscsess Gatekeeper... fcn.cseceasees 21/4 per week ...| Retired. 
ae POW EEEUC OS Dame ey ey tec eecces: Caretaker was ee csen conc nces 14/6 per week ...| Retired. 
55 Burke rederich Ire saursess dacet aces tess INightoiicetears-.sss..sc-.s £258 per annum..}) Kesigned. 
be Overenc.| Mar vite ntsc ts cawketernaesces Gatekeeperiiercrsccsesccsnucst 4/3 per week and| Retired. 
an¢ quarters. 
ar Roberts, Henry E. POrbergs tars cessca secaessce es 13/6 per day Resigned. 
OP iss Johnson, Dora M. ... Gatekeeper 14/- per week...| Resigned. 
anh Madsen. Andrew HUMOTPOLLET Gets. ccsscn ccs 3/11 per day ...| Resigned. 
es Bryant, Henry J. SUIMOEDOLLEL™ yore cance c es. 4/6 per day ...... Resigned. 
Gas Emery, Selby A. POrtevars atacpencsa deseseee se. 13/- per day...... Resigned. 
Di sy Smith, Thomas A. JUnior porter... alesse... 7/\ per day ...... Resigned. 
Oa Cottington, Cecil Porter ees) seen 14/- per day...... Retired. 
ae Albon, Alexander GuArdeeetree ne 16/6 per day ...j Deceased. 
ie Madsen, Andrew Junior Porter =. i2...622-020- 3/11 per day ...| Kesigned. 
ey Hoye Minmion. s)actsccssunexeaceineeet teen: Gatekeeper %.c--.<--02sccess> 4/3 per week and| Retired. 
9/9 rent. 

Le Mackay, Allan C. Junior porter -ssicss0cse0es: 8/1 per day ...... Resigned. 
Sar, Bartlett, Hughie Porteray sae teees eae ccs ccs ce 13/- per day...... Resigned. 
we 5 Kelly, Walter A. Adult shunter ............0.. 14/6 per day Resigned. 
Dee, EUV RIVODOLO WW a sade co ce hoves ieee ss sete JUNICT POTN ey cca ccecs veces. i /= POL Gay 22... Dismissed. 

LOS DO VlEWAMETEM. vikenwecccleswexsccssencsaces Senior shunter  ............ 15/3 per day Resigned. 

Ww; WieDD MA TAIN Wises. cio ee aa cacbovonce secs Telegraph operator ...... £228 per annum..| Resigned. 

1) ioe Sutton, Brest) PP. 5.2 ccccc sone lous Ooo Porbereens es 8a ws foe le | 14/- per day...... Resigned. 

oa IMEOTED Wes USGI So Baer. coe cartes screenees es JUNOT. POTtEPY «2.0.25. 6.c000e 7/- per day ...... Resigned. 

Le Hea vics PHOmas tire kooee ute ae, POrber wees ee cee ee 13/6 per day Retired. 

ie Hey David Js eps ets ce eee Junior porter ..:.....s.5:... 5/8 per day ...... Resigned. 

12, Carr; John Wis «ces eee Lad gatekeeper f= Per day -....s Discharged. 

12 ,, {| Smout, Louis H. Porser 9 Woes ..| 13/8 per day Retired. 

14, Patterson, Cedric Junior porter .........0.006. Cif "POTMLAY sents Resigned. 

LD) 5 Carruthers, Henry Rellefiomcetsoccsvsssecssetiae £338 per annum..| Resigned. 

LD, Rout, Arthur W. Adult shunter’............... 14/6 per day ...| Resigned. 

Lb. Gough; Evelyn) toriisccverey.ccoees Gatekeeper siieiereccs cesses 14/- per week ...] Retired. 

Ly, Morgan. William N Junior porter: <25.4.c..2005066 | 5/8 per day ...... Resigned. 

iy Day euindaniy on aes ene, Gatekeeper .......ccccccceee 14/- per week ...| Retired. 

ERs Morand ward’ ...1)..1.ccs/shceeaaecbes Leading porter..........006.- 14/- per day...... Retired. 

eee BVOUIS Priest D)). Soi. .c1<e0tsoen: Meocteees Junior POTbET ) shes .tsce cece 4/6 per day ...... Resigned. 

Ue Ahearn, Mary Gatekeeper ............e0000 4/3 per week and| Retired. 

quarters. 

Lisi ie Cale, Albert T Junior, porter <,..c-cs.secss. 7/- per day ...... Dismissed. 

EBD Hedges, Ethel Gatekeeper \zcistcesceresnes 4 6 per week and| Resigned. 

quarters. 

- ” Finlay, John J UNION porter ¥cee+.-..-ss0- TIL PCC AaY s.nees Resigned. 

US ial? WWPARCIOIORENGION: «van sccescacerseccsstucntde inGatekeeper, s.inccstecscscc0ss 14/- per week ...] Resigned. 

Peeee pf Pimitaing, William... .......scccscaevsers PPGMANG O iaei vg cuts cdev se sesan 16/6 per day Resigned. 

21 ,, Sweet, Alexander .........csecscsoeeeees Stationmaster!y..4-00.. £268 per annum) Retired. 
- : and £50 rent. a 

22 ” ELeErIngGON; NVAlbOr” 1s sakccceassaereseess WU UNMIOT POLLEK eed enccecace 5/9 per day ...... Dismissed 

23 MOT Bees WALA TIN rans icadestcesctaenetecs | Porter ......0.. 13/- per day...... Resigned 

23. ,, Wand, Arthur W. ipPorters sac ..| 14/- per day......} Resigned. 

23, Cox, George F. ... Leading porter............... 14/8 per day Retired. 

4 9 Eldridge, Donald... Junloriporter .sessccece++s: 9 11 per day Resigned. 
hore Heagney. Harold 0... .sschcescecpisesneces Lad gatekeeper ............ U/L Dex GA vasere: Resigned. 

26 ,, | Johnson, John S. Night officer .....0....00.4. £258 per annum..| Resigned. 

Ex Fs Be MOIS AM EULIZE ST 2 s\'sonecovavocseccehiea ses Gatekeeper ir..cctcss eave ois 4/6 per wok and] Resigned. 

10/- rent. ; 
28 ,, BISCO ETE VIGIEG isos ¢10vedoe0veséveeeeave Gatekeeper .......0c0sesceeee 4/6 per week and| Resigned, 
, quarters. ‘ 
30 ,, OgilvlepAnuledeiceasievca decides sccads ves: Gatekeeper ~....:..s0..c00000- 29/- per week ...) Retired. 


an 


185 


186 


12 


-Date. } scecceeimtaalmiaaeeocien) 85 = Position. | Rate. ~ Remarks. 
4923. ‘PRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS—continued. 

31 May | English, Herbert  ........s.s.seees daencs Relief officer.......c.502+002+% £258 perannum ; Dismissed. 

Dies Keith, Thomas M. ........-+++ eas paraladtein WOUDCT p.adascneariieeancaes see | 14/2 per day Resigned. 

Siar Wilbow, Percy FB. ......ssseccsereeegeesns Guard 17/2 per day Resigned. 

oes Ferris, William A. .... 3 13/8 per day. .,.) Dismissed. 
1 June | Barber, ANNE -...rccscccrcerccssessesscenees 14/6 per week Resigned. 

and 10/- rent. } 
Ps Pilgrim. Maurice  .....secccsecsseereerens £211 perannum | Resignod, 
Qeaet Howe, Wilson : 13/2 per day Resigned, 
Oe ise CLOW, POM) cacessecssacsecocneyencstesevapas Superintendent of Goods} £800 perannum | Deceared. 

y and livestock transporta- 
tion. 

ee Kilgannon, JameS ...cceceesceveseeerseers CMON Vow odsinsaticrapite cana asia £501 perannum | Retired. 
Dp 35 EVaimild, JOM meets sem aces cenh ise nmsieciegies WPOTGEP ay date cosiedeeaseeaisnsian 13/6 per day Dismissed. 
Dans. Heaney, Bernard P. ... JUNIO“ POTLET ....ecceeerece- 5/9 per day....... Resigned. 
unin Church, Edward ......... Leading porter. 14/8 per day Deceased. 
Gas Lewis, Osmond A. ....cc.ccererereceeerens GLO IE T asareisves sie £211 perannum | Resigned. 
6 » Lynch, Mary. 2...:.....0-se.ss0- ei cSpwlee ASL CRABS coun seeaevaetesecaa 14/6 per week Retired. 

and 10/- rent. 

Se 0 Mervin, Willan cer cess -ece vonmdeienenatens Goodslabourer ...........- 14/2 per day Dismissed. 
aes Giasenick, Charles: scacer-s-c-->-c2sen-00- JuNiOY POTteEr- .......0eeree 9/11 per day Resigned, 
Oe. Schachtel, Louis ...............++« Bsc bioofets' FUDIOL DATHEY 2.5 <sc0,000000° 8/2 per day ...... Resigned. 
Os McAuliffe, Mary ? ASLED GR sos seo anne dcecs nes 28/6 per week Retired. 

and quarters. 
9 ,, Janssen, Charles 16/8 perday ...| Retired. 
Oo: Greevy, John ....... 14/2 perday ...' Resigned. 
ile 55 Cooke, Alfred .......cesceseescesssisersenees 5/8 per day Deceased, 

Sia Reilly, Wea Po srccss.ssesctrescakpaen sirens 13 2perday ...| Resigned, 

bis; Ainsworth, Eva ; CALEKCODELE «a stersjacccaiseasiaiesl 14/6 per week Resigned. 

IM es Holtring, Anne GALEKCEDEL wicce-nepeeseveeee 4/6 per week Resigned. 

and quarters. j 
ess Pender, Minnie. <.c.ccncsscecsseasdpsnecear Attendant. ....0sccererrerrore 24/6 per week Resigned. 

Te Tearys FW! © saec-encesceree saree Binapoienser GatiekCeper o..-nevcrersersees 12/- per week Resigned, 

and 10/- rent. , 

MES op WISN, PSC cacwssc.decsenscegtestnsens GateKeC DOr occleseasscinese ee 4/6 per week Retired. 

and quarters. 

15 ,, Pepper, ROY... .ccsssvccsescersseeersseensees PONCE doe. cognrsnansessneseen 13/8 per day Resigned. 

Los Bulle SQN GEL eccscecacenensaresaenaensssa- Stationmaster «..........000- £331 perannum | Deceased. 

and £50 rent. 

HS RA Bounds, BENJAMIN. .<ccccssece seb esicenins Pd ON eran. Sess cian sce ariientae 13/2 per day Resigned. 

6 Wess Marsh, R08a) “o-c.cescccsesvnersssepicciiiees GALCKCEDEE ..co0esneceseeees 4/6 per week Resigned. 

and quarters. 2 

Tas Allport, Rhoda .......ccssesceesesseeeness AFAR CODED 50 aasineeieyeoiae'e.00e 12/- per week Retired. 

and quarters. ; 

IWR Wiens€rss J OSCPU OC. bancensccsensiegeniemsnd POVEON >, S.civusaeceanc dma eks tis 13/8 perday ...| Deceased, 

LS es Cullen; Marie Lie, -2..c..0s--sc0n : Gatekeeper occe.csec eae coes» 10/- per week Retired. 

and quarters. 

UM A London, Hannah  «.....--.ccssecsecenser GALCKCEPEE 22s .c0ccoeccrroes 4/6 per week Retired. 

and quarters. 

195; UCU RAL@D WAN. Goo gnpecupsgonaccooopneen. ced: Mion ClELK 2 <.0c00005+0,00. £185 per annum | Resigned. 

20 5 BVialsh TWANG wesc coneacrscsasesonecennas ose Gatekeeper. .....-.-..0cceceee 4/6 per week Resigned. 

and quarters. 

LO Siss Stack, Michael Relief officer ...........06- £256 perannum | Resigned. 

21 55 Weldrick, Elsie FUMIO CLOBK Te siistesiovasciers £67 per annum Discharged. 

22 4; Kingett, Mersey ......ccscceseeee gilismenriste EALOKEA DER .incec cp seeaenssses 12/- per week Retired. 

and quarters. 

23a, Anderson, Ernest .........s.cs.sssccesess Gi ATA ate tasariocitlomia selonteniaens 15/8 per day Resigned. 

23 Tas McKeowen, Alfred P, SUIMOL DORLCE dene scseccase 9/11 per day Resigno#., 

2Bias Moyle, Harold ........s-ssseeerps PUMOT GIOLK — ..s06senscenans £159 perannum | Resigd, 

23 45 Emelhaeus, George ATAU AAG a (is heaatereeis.tehieiaes neces 16/8 per day ..,| Retired. 

23 55 Knapp, Hlgie: ......0.esrsss sere GATCKCEDED 05 .esisaneee nas sa 14/6 per week...| Retired. 

PAB) oe Gow, Howard .,......5.c+s+sesessenscinesieas PPM OME ics ohsis.sie-cdsbiinwniassioss 13/8 per day ...) Retired. 

1923 SIGNALLING BRANOH 

8 Mar. | Stevens, Albert. i....2.0...0ccccssspinncues en Signal sectionman .......... 1 15/6 per dax...... Resigned. 
ass McCord, Frederick Assistant scetionman....... | 1/93 per Hour ...| Resigned. 
21s, Capsey, Edward ..........sssecserseeeenens Painters’ apprentice ....... | -/544 per hour....| Resigned. 

5 Apr. | Blyton, Clarence ...........---ssesseesener Signal erectcr’s assistant...) 1/9 per hour ...., Resigned. 

26.55 AUPISNG, CAT AD, access seco cee. cdeieschuaaneease SHOM WOW cx.5: secnersaceocses -fi04 per hour....| Resigned. 

PAR 2p Turner, George ...-0.+.....06. WHORE 5 oes sbcsne socse ae der aosna £323 per annuin | Resigned. 

28.5; Russell, William .... Railway electrician.... “| 2/24 per hour ...; Resigned. 

PAY op Kenway, George....... Railway electrician..........| 1L6/- per week ... Resigned 

80 5; Nqittall; Wa ward sscssesreesccecseeceseee es ' Tipe dat@urer ....sscascceees | 1/8} per hour ...| Resigned. 

1923 ELECTRICAL BRANOH, RAILWAYS. 
9 Apr Slinn, Frederick ..........+-.00« ePeateeeele UTR ROWTAI sca ces sige hese ene : | 1/7% per hour ...{ Resigned. 

28 May | Roberts, Richard J. .......ccessenseceeees ' Fitters’ labourer ,...,...,... | 1/92 per hour ...) Resigned. 

1923. STORES BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
25 Apr Mortitner) Hugh coen.ccscs ences mecaenaat ‘ Ccmptroller of stores ...... £1,000 per annum | Retired. 
5 May | Hagen, JON .........cscseeceeseesersceesess WSUOPOMA I<. 5c csine saoue neces 1/9 per hour ...’ Resigncd. 
1923. ; ESTATES BRANCH. 
26 am. | Goldacre. Fredevich. .........+6 wonpecegaees WORKS tonsiaisacsenectene new pemasents ' £268 per annum | Resigned. 
1923. GENERAL BRANCHES. 

20 Mar. (BOSS, Vivre cacesresscadses indaertoebmste ERCIEPK: cays csiaciiestemoismacsisoncacn £298 per annum| Discharged (Institute). 
3 May. |) Barrett; Doris’ co.cc. -er.<cenesenensemeere PADT AIAN gsc cdecsedssncessss £60 per annum Deceased (Institute). 

12 ,, *| Morphy, Arthur William ............-.- FAUNA T CLOTS focscnace ciceiien acta £127 per annum | Resigned (Institute). 

192% TRAFFIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. .. 

21 Feb Shield PReminald Ho <cc.scscdessepeasececnes COBGUCKON S202. Sank den tensecen 1/10}? per hour } Dismissed. 

16.Mar. | Ogle; Wialtet! on. .o.5 secs. accents : CONAMCUOL., ssp e-sciesnesssn cite 1/11; per hour | Resigned. 

PBX toe Le Breton, George H CON GUCHOR: < «occas neecs oe asec 1/1042 per hour | Resigned. 

20 mes Trickett) Herbert Ry c.cccesee eens Junior car cleaner .......... 1/1? per bour ...| Resigned. 

26 5, Brown eWilliaia Oat scsscsemnstiees MebGLEr x.ccsccossneugecaaeubere 2/0, per hour ..| Resigned. 

Pay or Chater, Charles. ...c6.00sccsccenecoateetenee + CONGUGEON! ccccescecwoeesssecs 1/11,% per hour | Resigned. 

2808; Spencer wAlfredysjs.ccs sees aacecaseseenior CONAUCKOT..25scnsnnsescenenss 1/11; per hour | Resigned. 

28>;;. Henry. Alberts, e.cesecesaueteeee ore CONAUCEOR ons.cucnsaeosneasees 1/114 per hcur | Resigned. 

29 ,, | Brooksbank, Charles If. .........0..0... <2] MONGUGEOT: 02. wcccccecsesehene 1/11; per hour | Resigned. 

3l ,, | Collins, Sidney F. J...... ..| Conductor........ 1/11, per hour | Resigned. 

OL ss | UNE een Y: Pr sec. coe Electric driver 2/14 per hour Resigned. 
7 Apr. | Smith, Arnold E. .......... seca ISQROAGUOL. icc. cenvcesaemanent 1/11; per hour | Retired. 

i) 3s Qiliver; sAURUSbUST. cpsavsesentetineaacecs 1/10}¢ per hour | Resigned. 

LO@is, McPherson; JONN GES cccccrsc-scccghesncess 2/14; per hour ..| Retired. 

ES ea3 Brightwell, Edward .............s+scses+s 1/11, per hour | Resigned. 

TA ee  cOD Als ecaO ley tea ssecctas arceece faeenaese 1/11,%, per hour | Resigned. 

2 Johnson, George J.....secceresecteeerones | 1/11;4 per hour ) Resigned. 

0 ess Brian; HIMCSt.. 0... caciecccecnavenssecmonsens 2/1; per hour Resigned. 

20 ,, | Morms, Frederick W. ......---scsseseeerss 1/11; per hour | Deceased. 

21 ,, | Frankcom. John H......0...sseeeeeeeee eee 1/11yy per hour | Resigned. 

21) 4, | Mosctropy John We icc. sep entisessesucy 1/11,4 per hour | Resigned. 

Pap ar | Grant. Nichol V.. 2 1/11yy per hour | Dismissed. 

24.8 | Herford, George ..........s.0108 | Sub-Inspector .... £318 per annum | Retired. 

27 ~«,, | Haéekett,. Percival Ml. cic. osccereatecnacne Conductor.......... ...| 1/1174 per hour | Deceased. 

27. | Pike. Prederick dias scvc-coseessousseoaseeere CONGUCUOT. ..vcccssescecssseoyd 1/11, per hour | Resigned. 


Date. Naine. Position. Rate. Remarks. 
1923. TRAFFIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS—continued, 
28 Apr. } Sinclair. Edward Goescscscersessveeece ...| Conductor,.... Maca deromete .{ 1/1144 per hour | Resigned, 
23 5, Sinton, Edmund ............ : Electric driver .............., 2/1, per hour | Deceased, 
athe Ritchie, Robert: co.scccsecsces Conductor........ wrateeaicecans 1/11; per hour | Retired. 
2 May | White, James ».......... Aer aa dilectricidrivennaces eases 2/lt per hour Deceased. 
i Broadbent, Harold . Condwetori ciate erences 1/114 per hour | Dismissed. 
Ul are Santer, Charles Wacnn acne sdaeraeieeente Driller cgi. mesaecesnecee seoacne | 1/9% per hour Retired. 
as Brown, Wilfred ©. Gonmuctorinvcassteesersces 1/11,4 per hour | Dismissed, 
1. Kennedy. James R.... Shed chargeman ............ | £273 per annum | Retired. 
Ly, Laybutt, Willism J. Conductor | 1/11, per hour | Resigned. 
Lae ss Perkins, James M. Conductor... V/11yy per hour | Dismissed 
+c Sa Ganley sonnet Ge Sinecete cece cosets BONGUCCOL....cs0scneseove Rael aly AL per hour | Resigned. 
152 Hough Hrnesh: Biv ccttstach ccsonast cos ceeke "Plectric driver w........c0e0- 2/1, per hour Resigned. 
Bier FLALES Be anciss Eat '.. teanceasencetanieeeeseene Conductor \ 1/1 per hour | Resigned. 
20 4, Chatker. Humphrey...s...,ccaseseseescenes Conductor... 1/101? per hour | Dismissed. 
zor ss Keeleys dames Pt ncn ween see Conductor... 2/- per hour Resigned. 
24 5; Hawkingss Walliais.:.scccckccnes cen Signalman 1/114 per hour Retired. 
FREY A aa 9 ACRE ca) sa Wad Boe Reese Sac anee Go Ohacucsed Conductor. «oes... AGS aor 1/10 per hour Resigned. 
Bo 53 DPraumel> Charleses.cs.cc. eee ee ConductOniee sccsessnsctene 1/10 per hour Dismissed. 
2 Sy Poole; Sidney. Ba Ciossc a a ceeae eee Conductors erinsicscsecees 1/10 per hour Dismissed, 
26075; Mulligan; Chazles <.2. 520. esceasenssonvecs Conductor...5.2...00.- ..| 1/22 ner hour Resigned. 
28S ss Child; Wrmestelers ecce teeta cree Electric driver ....... a 1/11} per hour Resigned. 
31 ,, Crotty, William R. J. . .| Conductor... 1/10 per hour Resigned. 
3 June | Gregson, John ......... Conductor... -| 1/10 per hour Transferred to Temporary Staff. 
Sess Gocdiifa Willtam: Ganon anes Conductor aaee eee ces 1/10 per hour Transferred to Temporary Staff. 
Sots. Paimery Henry (W sianec.scse:seeeeenee Motor cleaner | 1/10? per hour Transferred to Temporary Stait, 
ao 55 NS VION , Hd Wardltc.cscecccescssesentiee Steam driver.......... 2/53 per hour Deceased. 
£0 35 Godfrey, James T. ........ seeniigaaeisseens Electric driver 1/114 per hour Resigned. 
is Bushell: Oscar Warcscs os) wasatasteaconsias Conductorrcnrcsss encase. 1/10 per hour Resigned. 
Aas Bown, William........ Esileaanine aamiclowtea cists CLG r Kerra sane cohiele aa nesrae(eiaisievis £298 perannum | Resigned. 
Go Ga Lothian, John... Conductor... .| 1/10 per hour Resigned, 
Se 55 Pullen, Arthur:......« Conductor... -| 1/10 per hour Resigned. 
bh ae Browns Mrederick: Bo igcccscteteacesises cnt Ticket exami .| £276 per annum j} Deceased, 
ye AW AIGA RAID SEUSS ches nes een certs conse es Receiving Clerk ..cescesues| £301 per annum | Resigned. 
tS 3; Stockbridge, Bertram ....0.c0c...s0s00000 Conductor.........5 1/10 per hour Resigned. 
oA) pHort, Albertskn ..c0scrcecseses teen COMGUCEOR ence c: 1/10 per hour Deceased. 
26> 55 Hedves Albert: We j.cccccnecausievscesings sa Conductor.......... 1/10 per hour Resigned. 
235 sy Brlerie y=) WIA WT tecneroeses suseteecscaeet Conductor... 1/10 per hour Resigned, 
a ae Daddy Da wider ccn.nccecsisjavensingenesstemeeae Conductorseressiesesssasce 1/10 per hour Resigned. 
30 ,,; Womleys ErnestvAn .s.ccsnsecuecesesecesnas ConductOnvcencsscesscancsees 1/10 per hour Resigned, 
Stee, 3 POWaR TNE D. eonecliocreses eacsee BoOSAGn Conductor...c......¢ Saeseislematics 1/10 per hour Resigned, 
1923, ELacTRicat BRANCH, TRAMWAYS, 
27 Feb Aichaddeny Williams.ccsecssstescceceess 1/14 per hour Dismissed, 
2H ss Geel ZnO Mas bre. jee scacakenacacceses - 1/74 per hour Resigned. 
SNe Teal Paina, POND EES We ciccansdescenesmses -/114 per hour Dismissed, 
Be 55 Lewis, Oswald J. ...........- -/7 per hour... Resigned. 
oe eS Hardy, Keith G.......... Sanger con 5568 1/14 per hour Resigned, 
5Y 5) Buckland, SOMME Sacer ctgewacisnes Nerocces a0 vais £358 per annum | Resigned. 
8-4; Smith, Stanley ay ca aroanaian’e Posaheavae sae 1/14 per hour Dismissed, 
10° BS Mc Donal de Victor Hiway .c.ccsmtinssocensn: -/114 per hour Resigned. 
TO! oy. Richards, SYANEY! weveecscscsvccevissseesses -/94 per hour Resigned, 
HEP MIECHOUE ADVE VW rele cesescsrsccsscmenteness -/11} per hour Dismissed, 
ae Selfe, Claude N. -/9} per hour Resigned. - 
16 =, Young, Travice R....... 1/24 per hour Resigned. 
IGE Ss Eastburn, George A. , a per honr.. Resigned. 
a ae Jaques, Ww itham A.C Hlectrichl juMIOL, ... ..cencees /\1} per hour Dismissed. 
RS aS GiDUSs HO DEr EEE siveccssscn res aleeagtenen Electrical junior ............ 1/3% per hour Dismissed. 
aaa Bailey, Cyril... Cee ant ACES eee Cleamien: 5 ot cscssusruneaceant ss 1/44 per hour Retired. 
ot ears Bronghtony (sa@hleicen ys cos aay acoeuns Gleaner’ oct occ este cee -/94 per hour Resigned. 
28r,. Collins Brederiche Nec. ..csectevessegececs Cleaner iene sacansine se dneeioe ..| -/94 per hcur Retired. 
i Hoppner, Bernard ... Cleaner’... 1/24 per hcur Resigned. 
2 Apr. | Sole, Frederick .... cia|| AMEE ESR ea 66n -/9} per hour Discharged. 
ee PUtES VEL, VV aLLOD Ee Gooraetusds seeantnsnrncese: CIGAM CT arate sceiearenes 1/24 per hour Dismissed. 
LS Wilkinson, William) Hiecw..cciesscareccese. Cleaneniecmacs: wtiateesctees -/11} per hour Resigned, 
Le ys Bee quet, WS CkC pees. .s ace teterceccenecaese Cleaner:........ Aeedouuadesecre 1/14 per hour Resigned. 
A aR VICS CAUDO! Getetaeracactr dae erent ceees Cleaner 1/14 per hour Resigned. 
TT 55 Wilkinson: sD rIee Wo esressssceseenc tenes -/9% per hour Discharged, 
dW ae Aston, Arthur L. -/112 per hour Resigned. 
Tees Newitty Studley, cc. sa..0+,.csrcgesentestens £298 per annum | Resigned. 
ales ae Pureell, John 5. -/9} per hour Resigned. 
Die 55 Morgan, Mosaley 2 2/4 vt per hour | Resigned. 
ae 35 M>Ritchie, Willlam M...............0..066 Power house assistant .....| 1/94 per hour Resigned. 
30 ,, Fitzpatrick, FLBMEV cer corn eiiegenscaepiscctes TN OTE Ny sancnce ane sencadndabds 1/103 per hour | Retired. 
7 May | Sargent, Robert NS eae aaaeee ee 1/24 per hour Resigned. 
he Grounds, Alfred J. 1/14 per hour Dismissed, 
ned Withers, Alexander J: Se a siaatneieeisiae/a gle sis 1/14 per hour Resigned. 
a Kiya IDGeTS LO Uistee ce sacetetents ab oeeseenctes 1/74 per hour Resigned. 
oi Lae Geoffrey, Franklyn ... -/114 per hour Resigned. 
0 as Hunt, Augustus ..... 1/1% per hour Resigned. 
tows; Mel ROys Cogreseasiectecae Rid gdieisiovolereisiaivioaraiae 1/44 per hour Dismissed. 
Loe 5p: COllitesTlenty. Wat cancoeccuascasseademeaner 1/2} per hour Dismissed. 
To), ; PO weTn W allacewN aon. cies sonecscirecomaces 1/14 per hour Dismissed. 
ES 5; Abberton, Victor ... 1/22 per hour Resigned. 
De ty Wightley, Walter B. 1/103 per hour | Resigned. 
23 Lenton, Leonard ..... sepals vis sega a cenaiieaie -/9% per hour Discharged. 
i June Williams, Charles W........ Site tse ane 1/4 per hour Resigned, 
1922, PERMANENT Way BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 
9 Oct. | Ferguson, Arthur,...........00. eeenortess |) UADOULCE sents. Renn eca weno ...| 13/6 per day Discharged. 
1923, § 
26 Feb. | Quill, John......... 2 EQDOULETO, ieoneeuieceNeeeiena. 13/6 per day Resigned, 
12 Apr, | Higgins. Thomas.. Hettler™ane.. : .| 1/8} per hour Deceased, 
45; Robinson, Frederic DADOUTER cremeaacviens te Seats 1/8} per hour Resigned. 
Dies Castles, George .0.5.6. 1.00 Wepilgeaanet ate ea Labourer <....-.. a eneae sensei 1/84 per hour Resigned. 
7 May | Co ndon, Michael J... Aeeeea Caew eters tell P RIA OOULEL et aeenas ex ce s00 1/8} per hour Resigned, 
by Sa Dore, Thomas ..........- deoodedecnvbasad soul) AGIA tee ner cooosnnocosnbosocec as 1/8¢ per hour Resigned, 
22 , West, Ernest J.. ssereesseveeseeee| ASSistant welding ganger | 1/10% per hour | Retired. 
23, Timewell, Osbert E. ; Fettler ..... ee Peanars aarens ...| 1/84 per hour Deceased. 
2 June | Parish, James os Paciats Ganger ..... See ...| 1/102 per hour | Retired. 
id ae Higgins, DT ATNCE era tvnaiasdene NeWastaneseesies LADO er, iaoestoaarwe ager 1/84 per hour Deceased, 
5 sy Davey, Ernest Was. RAC shed vat enee ee LAL DOUPOT. ccrteunmontarn geommiten 1/8 per hour Resigned, 
1923, * STORES BRANCH, TRAMWAYS, 
10 Apr. | Hogan, James...rcccocrsevesrnseaceeeeeeee| Labourer eeeeeenenrensere eee] 1/74 per hour eg Deceased, 


se 


eT 


> Sydney; Alfred James Kent; Government Printer —1028, 


187 


- 7 a 
es Masse rE TS TO Ses ee mere emgntene Ne tenth ma 


z > ea 5 = te Pee : ; 
3 9 ae hinge ) edn aos. = 7 
; . z ‘ lz Pi 
f. , 4 ' 
pea caret mtn | apne tee nena lee etapa nateg meth: lariat! Se eR Apmis ER er iran none itee nel emt pn 
‘ . - 
5 < y * p= = 
; ‘Shy Sita wee 
’ 2 eit aE: | a y } ee oe 
f At 100d 
eS ' 
q A 
é . A ; ore ; ease 
: aa es: ie SAO Tet See i Chane 
. avy ss % or = i Sia & 2 Ree ie 
bee’ ihe t PA a co ee 1 FS Ce Po 
+ i ervesavaen 2 whq Vee 4 ~ 
%, a ‘ ! r f i +L etigee § ¥ 7 
ct y : tt \ 
Siok Ke vy d ah ers oa 
\ ‘ s utes . - ey oe 
Pre , \ Pade i 
S 5 ; 14 oy 1S : . 
- Pips: y 5 i 
: 6 . ; 4 5 - 
. yaeus TYE A j ‘5 : 
| 5 ‘ Sa ete ip SPP © ety a ate 
Be ' 32 ries ry per - area Tr. Pez: 
> . i 2% oe . 
A cP wee? oN, faa : 
- ae . - 4 hyiakad ; oe e4 Thins 
- . ne | oe ‘ va . o ‘ “i 
1 " , i bl ers 
: oe Ve 7 
i F , de sae ed a aw 
= . ak ss ~ : 4 7 é 
TY oN aud a 
: F 5 at St . 
=< suai * 5 Sn 2 ovis te : ta t ra poate sy af 
. a ot z \ 
. t 4 
> F t a | - : 
ae f PP 
— . ve Pa PY. 
be . . 4 . ne ‘ ’ 
;* - . a) + * ’ . 
‘ Ys i sit a i “ N : oy 
- a . rf = . 
¥ . - ’ ’ : 
’ x 0 . i 
. . oo : $05 Porat ea. Causraye 
‘t ae { % 
igs ar thew ¢ - 2 e ' € ' 
- tee : ‘Stes F 
. ue 7 
2 : : : a Pays " 


€ ' “ in * ive 
s sad 
* wag , 5) wh 
. pe - 
« G (wk baean Ve sd - a Gers 
. r oe ee ‘ or 
. 
7 ‘4 y * t* 
® - he is ave F , ’ eet ds 
- . ‘ 
. 4 . ares ; - 
. ae F 
’ e ‘. Nh ee ae =i fers + ale eepevees 
. Fy ’ c is re ‘ eee 
> . > J kA s te . fod 
‘s . — , . . ents ‘ 
+ j 
’ + > » N a ' . 
s FY \ Y 
- - ‘ a . ‘ a a 
. " : . er 
. ’ . 7 by ty * . 
‘ . < ' ij 
‘ ,. - : ; 
’ : ‘ ’ 
. aie 
. a ee ayae 
. C 5 ‘ 
J 1 ieee c A ag by 
fi< 7 "35 ‘ i. 
. { * 
ES + f 
—_ , ¥ Uh Yt . 
7 ex * : “ 
‘ ° a ’ “ 
4 e + ‘ +08 " 
s o ae : 
* “~ 
. * Fer ‘ bal Te4 ‘ 
— : a me 7) 
* =e eae x ‘ » ee Oe ey 
« ‘ 
a 7 eerarr : ' ese ride 
. . eee te ve . 
= . . a a tf . 6 ‘ 
. my - 
asthe: 4 Behe. Wi.0 . 2 a . 
< Fz x RPiek cP tae oy ’ * 
} " ’ { : 
+ ‘ ’ 
x 4 P fay w . (se here ¥ 
wa! S64 + ~ = f id 
. I: { - . 3 Meee 
ark S = 33% re Couey ginde, of eee ae eS Be 
E : ; ¥ 
: €- < pe ad fe oe atet segs oe w ayF 
. a, PS ee Reis aa re we : 
: pons ody Sie - ~~ 
Recast BLN - ‘ \ 
. Fe GERI ORU" G é 
» tae 
6 pe £ 3 » 
i p ees mah i 
PP. 
‘ 7 | 
S C = a 4 ‘ 
bs ai . 
‘ 
ve Z 4 - 
' 4 ee) ‘ 
= « bed * 
s 5 es a 
. ie t % 
a: 
~ ; a ‘ u 
> . f 
. 7 ; 
anaes se 4 Mero, Et i 
= 4 7 wt 


“4 ? . ; a "RR ees otis 
= 5 . : Pr Oe Ene i 2y 4 ae 2abe Gait or tyler, al A 
waa 5 a < ict pe es iy oN" a be oe ae 75 
vn : " : ] ; += hin CREAS obU eome Pec! Se Feu (ed Ae. ute raasipanne 


< : , ht ee mei gee <2 9 se aon pep mei ee btn oe eee te ea ee re 
‘. - : = 3 ‘ we) 
‘ : 4 . . é ws i x 
5 ‘ “ ~ se 
' ' Be avs ba 7 9, Set =On i ; 


"eens eon” ane ee eet ene 2 


189 


1923. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES, 


RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE QUARTER 
ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


Printed under No, 10 Report from Printing Committee, 8 November, 1923, 


Office of the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales, 
Sydney, 31 October, 1923, 
To THE HonorasLe THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYs,— 
Sir, 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 39 of the Government Railways Act, 1912, as 
amended by the Government Railways (Amendment) Act, 1916, we have the honor to submit, for the 
information of Parliament, our Report for the quarter ended 30th September, 1923, upon the subjects 
specified, viz. :— 


I.—StTatTe oF THE TRAFFIC. 


| Quarter ended Quarter ended 


RAILWAYS. | 80th September, 30th September, Increase Deerease. 
1923. 1922. 
. 
| 
Miles open ... es Yas ‘ 5,376 5, 1424 | 2344 | 
1923. 1922, | | 
cma omnes, fume shaman || gsraae| asuysra| asset 
Expenditure £2,631,591 £2,645,666 | £14,075 
Train miles run 5,700,608 5,061,689 638,919 
Earnings per train mile... ben re 13s. 14d. 13s. 94d. || 8d. 
Expenditure per train mile oe ey. 9s. 23d. 10s. 53d. Is. 23d. 
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings... 70°43 75:93 5-50 
Number of passengers... ... «|. 30,908,598 | 30,212,841 695,757 
Tonnage of goods traffic... re ie 1,190,974 | 1,002,411 | 188,563 i 
Tonnage of coal and coke ... re et 2,099,906 1,862,829 231,007 
Tonnage of other minerals... ae ae 382,753 364,457 | 18,296 
Tonnage of live stock traffic ... a, 173,072 130,044 | . 43,028 | 


} f 


| | | 


| Quarter ended | Quarter ended | | 
TRAMWAYS. 30th September, | 30th September, Increase. | Decrease, 
1923. | 1922. | 
Miles open ... ved oa ek re 225 2294 44 
Revenue... ey et eae os £853,853 £61,526 £7,673 
Expenditure ts a: fos ey LTS L194 £734,052 £2,858 
Tram miles run... rah cs 7,655,194 7,354,734 300,460 
Earnings per tram mile... oY ez 2s, 23d Qs. 4d. 1jd 
Expenditure per tram mile | Is, 11d. 2s. Od. 1d 
Percentage—Expenditure to earnings a 85:63 85-20 ee 
Number of passengers carried a. aa 80,406,057 79,311,414 1,064,643 
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RAILWAYS. 


Il.—GeENERAL ConDITION oF THE LINES AND ACCOMMODATION FOR THE TRAFFIC, 


The permanent-way, bridges, buildings, wharves and fences have been maintained in good order 
during the quarter. 


Good progress has been made with the work of re-laying, re-sleepering and re-ballasting the lines. 
On the Western line the deviation between Boweniels and Cox’s River is practically complete. 


On the Illawarra line a goods siding at Bellambi and a footbridge at Wollongong in connection with 
the duplication work between hice and W ollongong have been completed. Foundations ate in hand 
for an overbridge in lieu of Mount Pleasant crossing and the renewal of the underbridge at Minnamurra 
is making good progress. 


The earthwork for the loop connection to the niain line required for the duplication and deviation 
between Lidcombe and Regent’s Park is proceeding satisfactorily. 


The following duplication work has been completed during the quarter :— 


Northern line. 
: Date opencd. Miles, Chains. 
Adamstown to Woedville Junction... 20th September, 1923... 1 463 
(third track) 


Work in connection with the quadruplication and electrification of the railway line between Sydney 
and Natior:al Park has made further progress. The bridge over Cook’s River at Tempe is practically 
complete and the earthworks for the new car sheds at Mortdale and Punchbowl are now in hand. 


The developmental work at the Departmental Coal Mine at Lithgow has proceeded satisfactorily. 
The pile driving for the foundations for the screening plant is almost con nplete and the concrete foundation 
will shortly be commenced. The concrete foundations for the downcast winding engine have been finished, 
and the erection of the engine will shortly be taken in hand. The output of “coal from the mine 1s now 
approximately 5,000 tons per week. 


The construction of a tunnel for electrical transmission cables under Sydney Harbour from Longnose 
Point to Greenwich is expected to be completed shortly. 


Other important works to provide additional accommodation for the traffic have been proceeded 
with during the quarter. 


° 


CITY AND SupurBAN Enectric Raitway. 


Work in connection with the construction of this railway has made satisfactory progress during 
the quarter. : 


The work of lowering the water main at the site of the Cleveland-street bridge has been completed 
and the 42-inch main connected up in the new position. 


The brick retaining wall for the western ramip approach to the Central Station has been finished 
up to the end connections, and the construction of the eastern and western retaining walls from Central 
Station to Eddy Avenue is well forward, the western wall being completed with the exception of the stone 
_coping railings and connections. The setting of the masonry “faci ‘ing for the south abutment and pier of 
' the Eddy Avenue bridge is now in hand. 


The masonry-faced retaining ya from Eddy Avenue to Hay-street, facing Elizabeth-street, has 
‘been finished up to the base course of the parapet for one-third of the length. The southern abutment of 
the Hay-street bridge has been completed and the setting of masonry facing for the northern abutment 
pushed well forward. The retaining walls supporting the tracks from Hay- street to Campbell-street are 
well in hand, and the rock-faced masonry with the concrete backing has made good progress. Work in 
connection mah the construction of a bridge at Campbell-street has proceeded satisfactorily. 


The driving of a tunnel for a new and enlarged water intake for the Ultimo Power House has heen 
proceeded with in connection with the Darling Harbour reclamation scheme. 


Good progress has been made with the driving of the three headings for the twin tunnels under Liver- 
pool-street towards Goulburn-street. 


A cominencement will shortly be made with the concreting work on the north-eastern side of the 
Liverpool-street Station. Work has continued on the tunnels from Liverpool-street and St. James’; the 
concreting of the double-track tunnel north of Liverpool-street having been completed. 


The use of the Bucyrus drag-line excavator, from which very satisfactory results have been obtained 
in the excavation work for the construction of St. James’ Station and the Eastern Suburbs tracks from 
St. James’ to Park-street, has now been discontinued on this class of work owing to the depth being too 
creat for the machine. It is now being utilised as a crane for lifting loaded skips out of the cutting. 


The construction of the three tunnels at the north end of St. Janies’ Station towards Circular Quay 
has proceeded satisfactorily. 
RaILway 
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RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION, 


ML : s . . . 
The construction of new lines of railway has been proceeded with as follows :— 


Miles, Chains. 
Glenreagh to Dorrigo Ss wei Pe ye: Pi ioe oy wee 20 
Macksville to Urunga i v xi one ne a 20 56 
Regent’s Park to Cabramatta... ca et: 3 ae 5 54 
Regent’s Park to Enfield Marshalling Yards 8 0 
Sydenham to Botany 5 16 
Gilmore to Batlow 21 42 


Tarana to Oberon (opened to public traffic 3rd October) i 16 0 


Molong to Dubbo - ay 50 0 
Coonabarabran to Burren Junction ie oe ve 95 29 
(Opened to public traffie from Coonabarabran to Gwabegar, 
59m. 6%chs. on 10th September) 
Binnaway to Werris Creek oe Aa ae me ae 90 70 
The Rock to Pulletop sn on oat a. aa st 26 10 
Roslyn to Taralga ... ee a “ct seh ce oe 15 66 


On the section, Glenreagh to Dorrigo, the earthworks, bridges and culverts are approaching con- 
pletion. Platelaying has heen finished as far as Bobo Creek. The work on the extension from Macksville 
to Urunga is making good progress, platelaving having been completed as far as Nambucca Heads Station. 

Work on the extension from Regent’s Park to Enficld is practically finished. Between Regent's 
Park and Cabramatta platelaying has been completed, and the ballasting work is being pushed forward 
as rapidly as possible. On the Sydenham to Rotany section the erection of a bridge over Shea’s Creek 
is in hand, but progress on other works is hampered through lack of supplies of steel. 

The work of repairing the damage caused by heavy rains on the Gilmore to Batlow section is 
approaching completion and the line will shortly be ready to open to public traffic. The extension from 
Tarana to Oberon has been finished and was opened to public traffic on the 3rd of October. 

Between Molong and Dubbo rails have been laid to Little River, a distance of 52 miles from Molong. 
The erection of a steel bridge over the Macquarie River is approaching completion. On the extension 
from Binnaway to Werris Creek the rails have been connected up with Werris Creek, ballasting is being 
pushed forward and the erection of station buildings is well advanced. 

Work on the section from Coonabarabran to Burren Junction has been finished as far as Gwabegar, 
about 59 miles from Coonabarabran, and the line opened to public traffic to this point on the 10th September 
last. 

On the extensions from The Rock to Pulletop and Roslyn to Taralga work has been delayed owing 
to recent heavy rain, but forming is now well in hand on the former line, and a commencement made on 
the latter line. ‘ 

Trial surveys for proposed new lines froni Stroud-road to Port Stephens, Booyong to Ballina and 
Roslyn to Taralga, were completed during the quarter. Surveys are still in progress from Morpeth to 
Port Stephens, Grafton to Killarney and Casino to Bonalho. 


The following new extension was opened to traffic during the quarter :— 
Miles. Chains. 


September 10th—Coonabarabran to Gwabegar... He eee 62 


IIT.—Spreciat RateEs. 


A statement of the special rates, and the reasons for making the same, will be found attached as an 


Appendix (No. 1), page 5. 
IV.—Starr. 


These returns are given as an Appendix (No, 2), pages 6 to 14. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The earnings show an increase of £252,142, and the expenditure a decrease of £14,075, as compared 


with the corresponding period of the previous year. 


In coaching traffic there was an increase of £19,529, made up as follows :—-Increase in first-class 


traffic, £15,840; miscellaneous, increase £6,836; second-class passengers, decrease £3,147. 


The earnings from goods traffic also increased by £232,613, of which the details are :~ Increase 
in hay, straw, and chaff, £54,495: grain, flour, &c., £81,580; wool, £4,021; live stock, £15,504; coal and 
coke, £58,195; minerals other than coal and coke, £16,440; miscellaneous traffic, £5,289; whilst there 


rus a decrease of £2,911 in gencral merchandise. 


The tonnage carried during the quarter shows an increase of 486,964 tons, made up of increases in 
general merchandise, 46,758 tons; hay, straw, and chaff, 53,902 tons; erain, flour, &c., 87,268 tons; wool, 
635 tons; live stock, 43,028 tons; coal and coke, 237,077 tons; minerals other than coal and coke, 18,296 


tons. 


The train mileage for the quarter shows an increase of 638,919 miles, and the number of passengers 


carried an increase of 695,757 as compared with the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 


The decrease in expenditure is due to the reduction of the basic wage and continued improvement 


in operations. ase 
TRAMWAYS. 
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TRAMWAYS. 


The tramway earnings for the quarter show a decrease of £7,673, and the expenditure a decrease 
of £2,858 as compared with the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 


The decrease in expenditure is mainly due to the reduction of the basic wage. 


There is an increase of 300,460 miles in the milcage for the quarter, and an increase of 1,C64,643 in 
the number of passengers carried. 


The tonnage of goods the property of the Crown carried on the tramways during the quarter was 
6,430 tons; the charges for the carriage of such goods amounted to £733, and the cost of carriage to £653. 


The construction of a new line of tramway from Undercliffe to Forest Hill, a distance of 
1m. 20ch., has been proceeded with during the quarter. 


We have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your most obedient servants, 


Chief Railway Commissioner. 


Y 


Assistant Railway Commissioner, 


Assistant Railway Commissioner. 


APPENDIX I, 


APPENDIX I. 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS. 


SraTEMENT of Special Rates and Fares approved during the Quarter ended 30th September, 1923 


En 
Traffic. | Particulars and Rate, | Reason for Rate. 


Clothing sent to the Ladies’ Homel To equalise rates 
Mission Union, Sydney | 4 ordinary parcel rates .....4. Se acta oakises sn: Lan censuses | 


and encourage 


| traffic. 
ee 1 2 ~ sate — = aie ds . ss fa cn Lhd Sno ee aL anes, 
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APPENDIX II. 


“NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS., 


Return, in accordance with Section 39 of the Government Railways Act, 1912, as amended by the Government 
Railways (Amendment) Act, 1916, showing the Appointments and Removals of Employees for the quarter 
ended 380th September, 1923, 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Date. | Name. Position. | Rate. Date. | Name. Position. " Tats, 
{ 
1923. CHIEF ACCOUNTANT’S BRANCH. 1923. Locomoriyk Brancu, RAibways.—continued. 
5 July | Grow, Harry .......<0..- UMUMLOTEGIONIS: Sie emanaacewerse | £103 per annum. {24 Aug. , Jones, Arthur ............ Foreman’s clerk .... | 1/9} per hour, 
} Hers Nosworthy,; William N.| Call DOY «..... .s2.....0sscees 83d. per hour. 
1923. LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH, RAILWAYS, . HE a9 Webb, HirIG jot aanona tent Machinists’ apprentice 32d. per hour. 

. Los bud < ahs , Dieters Cook; Altenck. uss.sctrs Fitters’ apprentice ......... 32d. per hour. 

2 Apr. { Hamilton, David L. LO aii ek A ae ey 2 , . fs , : a : 

4 May Todd, Svaney M. uel eee inne: ; 2/2, Mae pout. 27 5, | Dowling, Allan D. ...... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 38d, per hour. 

‘Lae Tansey, John J. ....... Brassfinisher ............... 3h pehoun! oat aig Kirkness, Ronald ...... Blacksmiths’ apprentice 38d. per hour. 

i Lewis, John ............ Boilermakers’ helper ...... 4 Ot toes hour, 27 3 McDonald, Albert . ...! Boilermakers’ apprentice | 33d. per hour. 

e: Camarsh, Stephen A. | Brassfinishers’ helper ...... 1/9} per hour. [24 » | Edwards, Cecil F. ...... Boilermaker's apprentice Bid. per dour. 

1 4s MeNally, Peter ......... Structural steel worker ... 2/2k per hour, 27 » | Nimno, Raymond ...... Shop DOV cevrgear te Ree shah ice 63d. per hour. 
ol ee, Hensley, Wouisa G, eee alinlOnclenko ten... seueeseres: £78 per annum. ie 2 Walton, Kenneth eee Gall boy ES Si. | abd. Der HOWE: 

4 June | Russell, Reginald 1 WUGtOL a lecc cence nck mone + per hour. ait ee Ison, Ernest A, heat tees Fue PLCE IR Betens aay ctessson:1 v9 1/94 per hour, 

4 Jones, Apsara higher Mees oe eee 2 per hour. Zoomers Jones, William G. ...... SHO DOY 2 nec-me seer peenroaee 63d. per hour, 

ri “4 Butler, anes: Se | Rough carpenter ......... 1/8! per hour. 28. ,, | Brown, George ......... Boilermakers’ apprentice 33d. per hour. 

la McDowell, Walter D. SUAS Gi eden ceon mina abeodsscenas 2/38 per hour. Boe erst owe Abd ace Shop Boy Seo et 2s a etal 3 Big Be 

A ‘Tiedemann, Herbert..... Gt HOS ILA aces ance eee 103d. per hour. 29 » Maddigan, William ee 3d. per hour. 

4 Duity, Frederick ...... AUC Lae ahe ee aes ce 2/32 pe . ap pees , 

4 eee PEeaaG: Tale tC alee Ritter Gc cee ee 2/5 oF ree He Sia Pearse, Herbert: ......... Shop. boy. janes tesstanceceeeen 63d. per hour. 
18 2 Crotts, Frederick C. \ Wither teas pene no 2/ 33 per hour. 3 Sep. | Wray, W alter a eras Boilermakers’ apprentice | 33d. per hour. 
26 Bingham, William ...... Call boys eiarare-tacue a 68d. per hour Sage Nee Se eee Boilermakers’ apprentice | 3a 
26 |, Lloyd, Victor ........... Shop boy ...s..+-ss-s+-+---| 88d. per hour. 3 Jones, Carl veces Fitters’ apprentice ......... 38d. per hour. 
26 > Webster, Clifford ...... Plumbers’ apprentice ...... 3ad. per hour. DS ae McGeorge, Thomas H. | Call boy epereeeeeeeeee whose Bid: per hour. 
OP Jackson, Ronald ...... Hitters’ apprentice ......... 32d. per hour. 4» McClafferty, Dennis J. | Boilermakers’ apprentice | 33d. per hour. 
Bie Back, Robert W. ...... i Callipoyae eae eects ae oe per hour. B <3 O Baten, amies Tyee xt Shop VOY teaser: “cis alee Sad. per hour, 

isuly |) Young, George ona. Striker meen ages /9} per hour. fa Vinnacombe, Henry V. | Fitters’ apprentice ......... 38d. per hour. 

2 ,, | Stacey, Willian H....... Callshoy ie estesccay ceases: 1/2 2 per hour. ¢ » | Johnston, Mervyn M..... Call POY weeeseeeveeeneeereess 108d. per hour. 

Se Dickinson, James HB. ...| Machinist ..............cc00005 2/13 per hour. [10 » Bull, Reginald V. ...... Coppersmith... oes Pe 

Bee Tansey, James J. ...... Machinist ste mert wets 2/12 perhour, 419 >» Be eps dee set roa Hitters Si prone! aaa he Bees 

4 Lynch, Thomas ......... urchins wey eee eee 1/94 per hour ll , Bowden, Ronald _...... Gasfitters’ apprentice 3hd. per hour. 

a Fraser. Keith Hl. 91... Call Doyen ee ee Hed. per ari 4 pas os Osborne, Charles ...... Boilermaker 4.0... 2/2§ per hour. 

ome Gaskill, Leslie RB. ...... Carriage builders’ "appren- | 334d. per hour. 12 ,, Sharpe, Allan H.  ...... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 3gd. per hour. 

7 tice. re Vie 5 Ahmelman, Christian H.| Boilermakers’ apprentice | 3gd. per hour. 

BY, Sadler, Edward C, ...... Boilermaker ........:..... 2/22 per hour. Won Bryant, Walter ......... Brassfinishers’ apprentice | 3d. per hour. 
, > i. Ntters’ apprentice 5 22 Mahoney, AM Wicss. | IAMIOTICIELIG pes semnigeneeets b . 
LOS. Phillinssd OU ceseereveres litters’ apprentice ......... 32d. per hour. 22, Mahoney Willian a) J lerk £103 per annum 
10 ee White, Frank ............ Shopiboy, ste eee 108d. perhour. 24 5; Rosenteldt, Ueslie HW. ...) shop! DOy jaca-.-ce-nseceeneee 8d. per hour, 
10%; O’Connor, Michael ...... SNOPMMO Ns eaasaeeclnceunnee see | 83d. per hour. 

. * yee Paes Ubaaecert ea apprentice | 32d. per hour. 1923. PERMANENT WAY BRANCH RAILWAYS. 

TGS itwell, John H. ...... op boy .... 63d. per hour. i . ai 

ah eee Barrett, Arthur ......... Shop boy 6id. per hour. a sue cae ee edge Lae Seen if “4 per hour. 
Th Beat Avena, Joseph) c.c.s.aa Fitters’ apprentice ......... 52d. per hour. a oaks aly, Petey Rs vere rhea ADEE Aaa 32d. per hour. 
11 zm Garde, Ronald. e Stop baycn chee @id. per hour. 2 » | Hook, Augustus Peres Fettler Spore nanaaeagac: 1/84 per hour. 
11, Ballhouse, Henry W....| Shop boy ..................... 108d. per hour, 5. ee ree oe Dee rae Oe ca cha ik le ae 1/3t pee 
1 Lockwood, William H. | Shop boy «.................0+- 83d. per hour. ae pea veer wigaree nei Oe ee ni heme 
11 ,, LeBreton, Ralph ..... Garage builders’ appren- | 3$3d. per hour. ae Beaver, Harold §. ...... Fettler wt, 0. eee 1/9} per hour. 

2 Patton, Alfred ......... | pti sunithete sntia > 5 Dt aor Montgomery, Joseph ...| Fettler ..............:scceseees 1/94 per hour. 
6 a Dae ‘ed ; ae or weed Shey bee! eee se Fit vi ver eae Zia al Hannon, Peter Re ee Hettler. je yeah oteaseeee eee | 1/94 per hour. 
12 ae Haling, Ronald G. ...... STUTMOICle ce eae ae £128 per annum. 2 iy | Thompson, Albert Deis Fettler J eat sic nis tne eee 1/93 per hour. 
16°55; Keene, Raymond ...... | Blacksmiths’ apprentice ..| 33d. per hour. 2 ie Horsley * aed os Sie STL ot orl” A/ee per Hoar. 
ae Hawkes, Edward B. Fitters’ apprentice ......... 38d. per hour. 4) aS Fayers, Thomas W. .... Labourer Saiieilerense 04 see 1/72 per hour. 
Wa iy Mullins, Arthur R. ...... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 32d. per hour. 9» Svensden, Ferdinand ...) Labourer ......sceeeeeeeees 1/74 per hour. 
aes Colburn, William F. Gall bO® (ass. See 108d. per hour, 9” 45 W alsh, Richard. vee Bridge labourer’ (i.0s..eeeee 1/84 per hour, 
16 a Davy; Harold i. ces. Fitters’ apprentice ......... ie per hour. x , pepe peepee settee eee Beha oe set ee tees eee sereeeeees a eer 

if ce. EB “ > R, 3 a -| 322 3 2 i > agar ......... ALTPCNUCL <2. ccsecocicsceissives er nour. 
LG es Hooke, Edward P. ......| C eee builders’ appren- | 333d. per hour. nes Sullivan, Henry ......... Junior Clerk nese £77 He annum. 
Gis COL Brgterd ee Sogaconosuec ShOp DOVeruersomearsceeenes 103d. per hour. 10 Ross, Waltioge eee | Wettler c.-.-scssveosesues seo! 1/88 per hour. 
16 ,, Smith, francis J. ...... Bowermakers’ apprentice | 3%d. per hour. vo aan tet Ae eck Webtlel a ae Lape 
16. Scott, Stanley ......... Boilermakers’ apprentice | 38d. per hour. 16, Smith, Willian: I. ...... Bencers.) 22) scgncenene sate enee 1/84 per hour. 
1G, Watts, Manuel G. ...... Boilermakers’ apprentice | 3gd. per hour. 16°, Jeffrey, Robert ........ Fettler eS eee a aa 1/84 per hour. 
23” iki, Wine. Machinists’ apprentice 38d. per hour. 16 Bunt, John Sagctunes ome Fettler Eis sgeleeRe ek ong Seah eee 1/84 per hour. 
93” Apsey, Frederick P. Boilermaker ............... 2/2% per hour. 1Kap Austin, THOMAS sacra Kettler Sete asigeascainateaieeeee | 1/94 per hour. 
are Hancock, ‘David ......... Calltboyiee eanrcreene eee ssa. perhour, [16 » Irving, Joseph ........... i 1/8% per hour. 
DT aay EGET RU OLE ces ee tate | \CallbOVetts.cbasm.ee-omecoomns 62d. per hour. 16, Brownlie, Thomas W. ..| Fettler ...........:ceceeee | 1/9¢ per hour. 
50) Bailey, Stanley W. | Call DOW ptsdenc.. okheeee 83d. per hour. 16 _ Munro, Henry W. 2... Betther ......ccceesesseeeeeees | 1/94 per hour. 
30. Sparks, George ......... | “Shop boyinss sean | 88d. per hour. 16, Marshall, William H. ...) Fettler ...........-.:00-2000 | 1/9 per hour. 
Si ee Lewis. Leslie .-600... Shop boy .......... 102d. per hour. [16 > | Manning, John............ Weighbridge fitter ......... | 2/3% per hour. 
Sl ae NeiIntodhNormantte ia Blackenich 2/3k per hour. | 16 | Gibbon, William ....... FONCCT......00s00seeveeeeeeeeens | 1/83 per hour. 
1 ae Davis, William E. ...... Shop ovaeen meeceeee ates 62d. per hour. 16, Cooper, Albert............ Fencer 1/8% per hour. 

1 Aug Cronk, James) faa. ewe Wither siasavoccase ates seteiasisa 2/3% per hour. 18 5, | Collins, William soe seliseiie Fitter 2/3% per hour. 

aay Nelson, Norman ......... Pithe raise rccoitee ocacers some 2/38 perhour, [28 » | McNamara, William.....| Fettler | 1/83 per hour. 

Th ep Smiles, Edward ......... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 38d. perhour. [30 » | Sharp, John N. ......... Patternmaker ...........:+0s | 2/58 per hour. 

7 aa Collins, Arnold L. ...... Carriage builders’ appren- | 324d. per hour, [20 > McGrath, Francis ....... Better esses eeeeeeeees 1/84 per hour. 

tice. 7s BO ene, Jones, WViCtordd seq Mettler ss. aah eats 1/94 per hour. 
ihe Gilmour, Thomas E. ...| Shop boy ...............000++- 10d. per hour, }39 » Smith, John R. .......... Bettler voce eeeeeerererees 1/83 per hour. 
eee Nunn, William R. °..... Shop DOV ceceen ice seater 1/-$perhour. 39; Fuller, Lovell GC. ........ Fettler ............/..cscceee 1/9 per hour. 

a Harrison, Ernest L. SHOP DO. Ser gusenee ee seeer ne 8§d. perhour. #20 5, Meeth, Herbert V. ...... Bettler .....cceeeeeeeseeeeees 1/94 per hour. 

Pos Ward. Cecil soma ees UPUUNTNI OS de sceabdeicanciancobonr 2/2 per hour. 30 Hayes, Frederick ........ Fettler ...........sssceeeeeeees 1/9% per hour. 

rey Se Rendall, Cedric WB. ...... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 3d. perhour. [30 . | Edwards, Roy A. ....... Fettler 1/83 per hour. 

Ci, x Weston, Thomas ...... SLOP DOVauusenaeesseeeeecere 63d. per hour. 30s Sutton, Dudley ......... Fettler 1/8 per hour. 

Ch a Blomfield, Ulrie ......... Shop) Dowa=ae ane 62d. per hour. 30° 5, Johnston, Andrew J. Rough carpenter ......... 1/10? per hour. 

9 Gibson, Athol H.......... DOP OY: veecewwonssse seers 83d. per hour. SiS; McGrath, Richard ...... Rettler. -asacsscntesecacteee eee 1/84 per hour. 
LO as Maddox sHtic: carc.ceeee Fitters’ apprentice ......... 32d. per hour. 1Aug-- Chapman; George AS .e-|| Bencer 2... sees teseeent 1/84 per hour. 
13 a Bourne, Lauris EB. ...... Jiuaton clarke s-eneeneeeeee | £101 per annum.{ 1_., Shipton, Albert C. ...... Engine-drivey qaene.ctecsese 2/0% per hour. 
a1 ie Stone, William J. V...... JAMIO‘ CLOT ee een ee ee £77 per annum. § 2 5, Patterson, Joseph W, Blacksmithiccs-.ce-oeencers 2/3% per hour. 
3) ue Hawkins, Arthur E. DLLOD) DON mennitananeeeeceeane 82d. per hour. Aras Batty, Harold .:....%..... Pettlet ei hss 1/84 per hour. 
Sis, Frost, William ......... Machinists’ apprentice ...| 38d. per hour. (ae Staader, Robert :..:..... POucben gin scncsmeiem cece 1/83 per hour. 
iby 3 Derrett, William A. Fitters’ apprentice ......... 32d. per hour. Tees Shepherd, Walter ©. ...| Fettler .--...-5....4....c.00002 1/84 per hour. 
ie 5 Wilson, Harold F. ...... Fitters’ apprentice ......... Bad. per hour. LS. Kelton, William ......... Rettler j.c.cecccenesauanen merce 1/10 per hour. 
i Ya Jacobs, Godfrey W. Fitters’ apprentice ......... 32d. per hour. 3 ears Brown, Joseph ........... Hettler sip diceseeseh cerceeaeere 1/9} per hour. 
LS ee Hine, Francis Ne) oi... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 38d. per hour. 13; Hurford, Charles) M, <:..|| ettlet) cccnssscnsten ses sre 1/94 per hour. 
‘14 5 Spare, Allen W. ........: Carriage builders’ appren- | 323d. per hour. 13 ,, Barker, Percy D.......... Mettler Wess ctataaeeoce snes 1/94 per hour. 

. meh, tice. : tae Gate vArthur s,s ec fh ONCOL ect seccna ce aeeeeeesneee | 1/83 per hour. 
UB oR Smith, George S$. ...... Call DOY:« foc. tessecensweracere | Sed. per hour. i; es Walmsley, Francis. Fettler 1/84 per hour. 
20s Hughes, Keith) ances Shop boy PETS EMS Oe DOES aoe | 6$d. per hour. 20 Newby, Albert ......... Fettler | 1/94 per hour. 
20 noes Stace, John A. ......... Niachinist ay ssa. cece see see | 2/1 per hour. 20 Bellman, Henry ........- Fettler 1/84 per hour. 
20 33; Jenner, George G. ...... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 38d. per hour. 20° =5, Robertson, James...,....| Fettler 1/94 per hour. 
20 =. Lamond, Wilfred ...... (DRALCSMaMunme se mettaeceece £401 per annwn.!20_,, Barrow, Alfred............ Fettler 1/94 per hour. 
20s Clarkson SHarc yds, 0c) go HOD DON: a ascesdnceescoss-c 63d. per hour. 20) aes Jackson, William F, Fencer | 1/82 per hour. 
20 ae McDowell, William J....) Fitters’ apprentice .........) 3$d. per hour. 20 Seaman, Walter J. Fitters’ apprentice .........| 38d. per hour. 
20.555 Lampard, Edward G....| Assistant engineer ......... | £361 per annum. | 22 Farnsworth, Harold SHA Junior clerk......... iene eeae | £128 per annum. 
2 ie Swinfield, George ...... Carriage builders’ appren- | 333d. per hour. [27 ,, Waleh, John 4 .-osetecees Fettler | 1/83 per hour. 

; tice. Pp Collins, Mdward woussee Fettler 1/94 per hour. 
72 Ae Brown, Harold A. ......| Boilermakers’ apprentice | 33d. per hour. Diao Barry, ATi eee Fettler 1/94 per hour. 
ZL Delaney, Gordon ... ... Oall Over cose te neea conan te 83d. per hour. 2a ae Bailey, Leslie B. J....... Fettler 1/83 per hour. 
DD ee. Hugonnet, Joseph D. Machinists’ apprentice 32d. per hour. ot es Pittmann, Edward O. ..| Fettler 1/84 per hour. 
22) > 55 Sutherland, Alan......... Shop DOY¥Ga..sqeseheceme snes 62d. per hour. 29 Thompson, Edward ....| Fettler .... 1/84 per hour. 
24 ea Peters, Edward P. ...... SHOP WOV seesk crosaneen cere 103d. per hour. 3 Sep. Parkes, Harry 3. ...%.... Fettler 1/84 per hour, 


—_  ——-_-- Xv Oooo — 


] : : ; EE 
Date. Name, Position | Rate, Date. Name, Position. Rate, 
ye eee ee } 
1923 PERMANENT Way BrAnNcu, RAILWAYS—continued 1923. TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS—continued, 

10 Sep, ) McLaren, Walter ..,.....; Fettler 1/9} per hour. 6 Aug. { Willmott, George D. ...; Junior porter ........ wanes 3/11 per day. 

10; Betts, Alfred BE. ......... Fettler 1/9} per hour. Gis Thompson, Leslie G. ...| Junior porter ........0ee-e 7/1 per day. 

10 ;,; Dingle, William J. ...... Fettler 1/94 per hour. ieee Sewell, Francis ......... Junior clerk ......... nowt £77 per annum. 

10, Pateman, Stanley ...... Fettler 1/9} per hour. Tee Riley, Laurence B. JUMON CLD WP. sees tandvecet £77 per annum. 

10, Murdock, BODEY ics cads Fettler 1/9} per hour. eens Josephson, Harry ...... DUMIOE POLCOL pi ccasusccvoaest 3/6 per day. 

10 ,, Greenhalgh, James W. | Fettler 1/9} per hour. fare Bailey, Albert M. ....... TUMION POTLET, ..:.-02<cescees 5/9 per day. 

70" Quinn, Thomas Rpinewtiaes Fettler 1/94 per hour. Sar Freebairn, Cyril G. STUDIO“ POTLCL: <iasoerdcsnaeps 5/9 per day. 

10 ==, Keats, Cecil R. ......... Fettler 1/9} per hour. ee Hobbs, Clive H....... JULIO POTbET..,c6-+5-0s006. 3/11 per day. 

10 ,, Syrett, William H. ......) Fettler 1/84 per hour. Os, RGachs JON rare. ceuse Junior clerk s...cteccavense £103 per annum, 

10 ;, Moore, Peter L. ......... Fettler 1/9} per hour. }10 ,, Vitnell, Malcolm ...... Viinior Porter. .:-.sessesssess 7/1 per day. 

10, Wright, James seven eesions Fettler 1/94 per hour. {10 ,, Kady, Thomas E. _.....} Junior porter 4/7 per day. 

H » Oxley, Rupert VY. ...... Fettler 1/84 per hour. [12 ,, Martin, Edward L. ...| Junior porter .... 7/1 per day. 

ah ” Rea 2 eee LE C1 anaes ae Fettler 1/9} per hour. Olea Lennon, John Y.......... Junior clerk £77 per annum. 

+L ” rece ATOMUL 55. c28 «ss Fettler 1/94 per hour. Vs tes Mead, Martha ..... Gatekeeper .....c.cesceeevene 14/6 per week. 

17 ” n: is, James, Seteckadeaeeus Fettler 1/94 per hour. hah ae Fenwick, Andrew T. ...| Junior porter ............4+- 7/1 per day. 

iv » Hee py TES iycccscunovats Fettler 1/84 per hour. 18 5 Evans, Adrian H. ...... PUUIOr POTEET” bc. .cersceen “/1 per day. 

i? ” Hee ie » ce See ecatacste Fettler 1/83 per hour. 13 S Carey, Oyril bicaeeeeeees Lad gatekeeper™ <..c..ssc95< 4/7 per day. 

is ” oeers, Mi iliam an ete Fettler 1/8} per hour. Poin Sy Pollock, Sydney G Jumior porter .......-ses.00 3/11 per day. 

ee | a sey tend J, Fettler 1/8k per hour. |13_,, Puckeridge, George T. | Junior porter .........00++ 5/9 per day. 

wo ik alke fH obert SN aeeepaess Fettler 1/84 per hour. 14 ,, Hart, Robert C. ......... FUNIGE CLT yeas cascieon eae £128 per annum, 
ete eh | anee, q ichard J. ...... Fettler 1/8! per hour. 15 ,, Beckhaus, Cyril D. ...| Lad gatekeeper ....,....... 7/1 per day. 
ee sale ohn C. BR. ,..... Fettler 1/84 per hour’? }15_,, Davey, John D. ......... Junior porter ...... Nieteed 5/9 per day. 
fC, Perkins “Victor It. .scfsit Ralmtercsccsecvaesce os oevaaxt 2/23 per hour. {16 ,, Dapre, John Ae ieee .s> Junior POTter ........s00-+- 5/9 per day. 
‘ees = asap TG ie. ‘Thompson, TOMES cance MP UIUOM POLTEL. srctseeseccenss 7/1 per day. 
23. TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAMLWAYS. 1% 35 Thomas, James ......... HAG GateKGeper ..... 0060065 7/1 per day. 
9 May | Delamont, Henry W. { Junior porter ............... 3/6 per day Oe Davey, Arthur R. ...... Junior porter ...........++5, 4/7 per day. 

11 June | Small, Gerard ............ Junior Horter ees o eee 5/9 per day. a ote Brough, George R. Junior Porter ........ ese 3/11 per day, 

ns Pertzel, Leslie G. ...... Junior porter .............., 7/1 per any IB eee Redman, Ronald weteee Junior TOT i cere sietinsste iso £105 per annum. 

Mies Ayre, William M. ...... puroOn NOTUET ee) fee herd 4/7 per day. 19 199 Williams, Thomas 8. ...| Junior porter ...... Spores: “/1 per day. 

DS vs ©’ Rourke, John T. SUMIOL POREL vec. sceseceene 4/7 per day. 1) ,, Willard, Frederick veeeee JUMIOL POTLCL 72. 2.000rc 00 4/7 per day. 

1S) + 49 ‘Tayior, Edward A. SUMO POLL scrr-cseseeee. 4/7 per day. Bern Gaudry, Cecil H.....---- Junior Clerk .......++.8+0, £77 per annum, 

19 55, Cummins, Thomas M. | Adult shunter ............... 14,8 per day 20 5, Stevens, Horace W....... shuniOn POLLED s..ts.eseeen: 4/7 per day. 

20, Bennett, Clement ...... JUNOT POLED fou. -tecsecc es 8/2 per day. ab Willson, Ernest A.......) Adult shunter — ............| 14/8 per day. 

20°, Pickett, Linden Y. TUMOR POVtEL vac. seasoases- 7/1 per day. Bos Palmer, Claude A. ......) Junior porters... 3/11 per day. 

22. 45 Grenenger, Joseph ...... JUMOE CLOTS laste sme savor £128 per annum a es POOR es ATURE Bercstncs*s PUMICE PORECT tarensastnerges 5/9 per day. 

Sires: Marshall, Rupert B. ...| Junior porter ..............- 4/7 per day *]22 ,, | Morris, Arthur H. ...... ACG SOUNUCTH sporcue-sen: 14/8 per day. 

BR's Jefirey, Cecil’ .......... Junior porter .............6 7/1 per day. Be ieee a DICE ORD Ap PARES caer: FUDIOL POTbEL .-.....0.2.+++. 5/9 per day. 

27; Holl; Angus R. ......... Lad gatekeeper ............ 5/9 per day. a LE UVR LOL at toa Junior porter ........+..++- 4/7 per day. 

27 Crockett, Ernest ‘I. .....) Junior porter ............... 4/7 per day. 22 ,, | Leahy, Sydney B. ....... Junior porter ...........++.- 7/1 per day. 

Sea os Firman, Francis ......... Junior porter ...............| 3/11 per day 22~ 5, }xhomas, Leste d. ..,-.- Junior porter ....-..--se- 4/7 per day. 

29 5; Hazelton, William H. ..| Junior porter ............... Byener day) Aleta, are Eileen B. ...! Gatekeeper .......seeee 12/4 per week 
2 July | Hargrayes, Raymond...| Junior porter ............... 5/9 per day. SB ig and quarters, 
2°, | Stanford, Arthur J. Junior porter .)....cs....6:. 3/11 per day es iP Sg oe ee Gomes Ieee £128 per annum. 
2 ay Croak, William R. ...... Junior porter Da Ne ee eh ey 4/7 per day. : 23 ” Sterling, Donald 5. Junior porter ae slaataieenets’e' 4/7 per day. 

3 3 McCormack, Matthew | Junior porter ............... 5/9 per day. a6; Turton, Allan T.— ...... Lad gatekeeper .........++. 7/1 per day. 
4 Reid, William A. ...... Junior porter ooo. c. 3/11 per day Oe BAGO SOE sana teteges FUMIO porter! vessayeeree-- 4/7 per day. 

Dy 35 Crowder, George W...... Junior porter in cis totaly | per day. bake Hutchison, Cyrib .-....-.. Junior porter ......s esses 7/1 per day. 

5 ,, | Badcock, Ernest 1. Junior porter 1.1... B/ii perday, |ct » | McDonald, Albert H. | Junior porter ............... 5/9 per day. 

a Faucett, Stephen ...... MMON POrter: 0: .c ccc 7/1 per Avian. : PVs po Bentley, Kthel............ ACTER GAN Gas, xacacienemectlesss 7/6 per week and 
6- 5 Murray, Allan G. «..... VUDIGL POTPET .). casavess ees 5/9 per day. x ee aiccaiteaty ; quarters. 
— Want. Claude li. ..ck...s- Junior porter ............-- 9/11 per day mu re Cashil, Clyde B. seseecnns JUNIOT: POLLED: -xcae.maebecisce 5/9 per day. 
ee Men Notien'L. Meee tore, es Bia er due z 25 e, lay lor, W illiam Ca <2.) AMOmMOLUCR | ce-trasrenma 5/9 per day. 
os Redding, Jack R. ...... Junior porter ||... 5/9 per day. 27s, O'Connor, John J. ......] Junior Clerk.......ceceeees £128 per annum. 
ee Sharpe, Charles F. ...... ee parte | YT bor aay, BU 4 Trunks, Frederick W....) Junior clerk ...........66++0- £103 per annum. 
9 ,, | McCarthy, Charles W. | Junior porter |..............| 5/9 per day. Sita Peepers CimOrd ate Junior clerk ..........0++++++. £77 per annum. 
g acres Lecdard G..-. ee carter te ber ag us 27 3 Erick, Gordon R. ...... Junior porter 4/7 per day. 
2 Anderson, Ashley R....| Junior porter cles a er ne 27 ss Burnett, Walter J........| Junior porter 3/11 per day. : 
: ar Goodwin, Norman Junior porter ............... 3/11 per day. Ses Peprader, ale Eo a Junior porter 5/9 per day. 
ge Peers Wilken) etna seen Uaioe pes 27s, Thurkettle, Leslie eect Junior porter 7/1 per day. 
one Schofield, Allan A. es bere, ete ee aay. 28 ) Fitzpatrick, Herbert --| Junior clerk £77 per annum. 

10 ;, Brennan, James P. Junior clerk ............... £128 per annum e 22 PPORIEOD, RBELY -cece7 Junior porter | 4/7 per day. 

10, Singleton, Perey R. Junior porter ............... 7/1 per day. x 2 rea WEN a eaatt t Lad gatekeeper .........++. 4/7 per day. 

i Mien. Walter 0... eee beter oes ve i nee 29 * ; ep, William RK. SUMIOL WOLLCT) ocean eect 5/9 per day. 

12 ,, Sharman, Margaret Gatekeeper oo... 19/- and 10/- a x ih Me Neel E PAREKEEDEE peccmneecetm carne 14/6 per week, 

se seeeeeereeeeees ef cee Sn e 29 ee ane Noe LW. seeeeeeeel Jumior porter ........-......| 4/7 per day. 

T3), Smith, Kenneth ......... Tumor clek. Prot anatink ae oe 8, George A. .:.... Adult shunter ............... 14/8 per day. 

1B ,, Towle, Eric R. ........- Junior porter soo... 5/9 per day. — FH Os lig ie nape ae AGUAS SPUN ATS ee cpcnae: 14/8 per day. 

13, HGH, Walter ...0.....95 Junior porter ......c0.0.. 3/11 per day a we a Maries sca Junior porter ..-....+....... 4/7 per day. 

16 ,, | Hunter, Norman. ...... Lad gatekeeper ............ Bateuatieg (oy tol Macdy Sauce ce ESP ERS as e2 segs <oneee 13/7 per day. 

16, Bissell, Lawrence ...... Lad gatekeeper ............ 7/1 per day. poe Mauro: CE LS gl eee Gatekeeper c2s:--...ree. 4s 13/2 per day. 

16 _,, Godfey, Howard B. ...| Junior porter .............. 5/9 per day. tata , se big eae ara Junicr porter ...........00- 5/9 per day. 

17 ,, | Hammond, Leo L. ...... BlbE verter oe 3/6 per day. 5 TE ma Sak Ge a a Junior porter ..........000+. 5/9 per day. 

1 3s Stevenson, Arthur ...... Junior porter so... 5/9 per day. be Watters Ss eae Junior porter ............... 7/1 per day. 

iS Cy Cameron, George A. ...| Junior porter ............... 3/6 per day. a. Sifince Thomas 8. ...) Junicr porter ........--+++. 7/1 per day. 

ke ria Gatch" hc Ata M cli A eae a aye ia ore. 3, fs ta oad a besanes PUMOT, POLLED! :2,.66.45+ee-e- 4/7 per day. 

18 e Synold, Hareld &. Pialer tirto? Win Si acaiasoiS rece sien 510 bee dae . On as METIS He Sl Saas wens Gatekeeper! sorcacses ssnensane 4/6 per week and 

oe Ahearn, Leslie J. ...... Junior : 71 per day. 2 “ars Sa et : quarters. 

20 | Meredith, George L. ...| Junior porter iY: bet any ; 53 peice, Herbs rt Sia upcrece FUNICT PETACES se eeceenee = oes 7/1 per day. 

EAD ca; BoM WIC I, cesses Junior porter 7/1 ter dave peak Kell 7 i alle R. ..... Lad gatekeeper ......505... 3/11 per day. 

23 7 tic Mien M... Thiet Dytet U Et aay, oo one Q a a f Bite be Lad gatekeeper ............ 7/1 per day. 

5 et Vickers, Percy G. ...... Tiinlor porter pas ay Bs W As or ; alph ......++- Junior derk .........-.605- £103 per annum. 

ZR MeDonald, Robert G. | Junior porter 5/9 f or day. Mie Wa q. Ali GEER. si oe Junior porter... ssa. 5/9 per day. 

24 ,, | Bonner, Henry F. ...... Porter ...... ia/e per day EMR ene dae cor ot Office cleaner ......0..240- 33/11 per week. 

25; Bodkin, Henry F. ...... Junior porter ............... 3/11 Pot day. ae Clifto aR Ae Tavaek we Junior porter ............+5 7/1 per day. 

25. ,, Colbert, Albert J. ...... Junior porter 5/9 A Pre & Aes Pré hee sae oe --| Junior porter ............... 5/9 per day. 

Fs ” Mew oes CUI Sees Abtote Junior porter ... a 4/7 ber day. chee I Renee Todtoed: H Junior otter tS ae ee Berne x 

26, Yooper, Athol J. ...... uni ee TAS ar Waa aaa ees i ari Digahate se Ss ILO TS oe acrioocnaec 7/1 per day. 

eps; Chamberlain, LeonardK. Junior fattet ee ee a nee hay, 10 Morris, Rext af vee Pee ea: py agate B 

27 ,, | Vaughan, Frank B. ...| Junior porter |... arias Big 2d fielgn Fare eon ws otagier toner coe 4/7 per day. 

38 5, | Burton, Oswald J...) Junior porter 20000070") 5/9 perday. fio 3) | Parks, Walter 420700 Tit Boner eee 4/7 per day. 

20 Mitchell, May ...:........ tate: 5 Fa Cra A RES oe Bs ise SUE Ee 2) gs oie ‘ BY eases aeictets /7 per day. 

’ ay GaneKeO per gic iacsesiess cin ue per eae 2 cs Twist, Sydney N. ...... Lad Gatekeeper ......... 4/7 fet day. 

30, Farquharson, Hector ...| Junior clerk £128 Saka igus Rabie, seen ts vee eeeees Junior porter .......... 4/7 per day. 

a ” Bee, ig oe Soante Jithior clerk so)... scisscse. £77 as annum. |13 pave Wilted I pipes reeuie ads as ee ae Sie eo 

oA? ‘rawford, Douglas ..!...) Lad gatekeeper ............ a erie ane 2 EF sete NN ta Jumior porter ............ 5/9 per day 

30 ,, | Lutherborrow, Feith Foner parte Settee pt x v7 me aay. if a yoo bee a Junior porter «......1........ 3/6 per day. 

30, McVicar, Gladys M. Gatekeeper ......scccecceeee 12 Biuae ty ? aN Fai tae nt, Hilton Je" ...... MUMIGT Porter w.s,t00.06.-.- 4/7 per day. 

: Biases oe TT ESESEERE, thre cseenecnsrpest a De tan if i pre Bric J. seeeeeeee Junior porter .............5. 4/7 per day. 

30, Wright, Herbert J. Faiiay porter ae nt Abpe is 9 ae William H....... MMNIOL PONSeL er ctareeeeet sess 4/7 per day. 

31, Bodell, Henry J. ...... Lad gatekeeper ............ 3/9 oes hey 17 a Hoperte, peginald betes MMMMOT POLLEN Wieocs. cere 3/11 per day. 
Tee (piack wbrle W.)....>..... Junior porter... 4/7 per day. i; z How, Thomas ......... Lad gatekeeper ............ 7/1 per day. 

: Aug Eoesicon, Lindsay ...... Junior porter 3/11 per an yet ackson, Helena......... Gatekeeper «....:5...chee0ss- 4/6 per week and 

” ell, Oswald 8. ......... ior : Se a Pee r a uarters. 

pry Harding, Alfred H....... | Teer oe Hin oe day : i re Pimpfenderfer, Predks | Junior porter ..f...6....05- 5/9 per day. 

1, Jerrett, George J. ...... Junior porter aA Pp tee fons } a eee Mordant ...) Porter *......2.-..0scsersaeeeee 13/8 per day. 

1 aa Lambert, Harold G. Junior porter 3/4 jase a 2) ee? oe igs JOD ls sac ats sarees Tumior porter ........--.0-+: 4/7 per day. 

ss Taylor, Charles B. ...... aS 3/ : per day. DO mith, Patrick di, y vases Junior porter .....c..0--00%: 4/7 per day. 

~ Ses Greentree, Edith | een BEE kasi ce 7/1 per day. | 42 3 Hasen, Arthur p See Lad gatekeeper 7/1 per day. 

TE ol ee ala BOE neo tn vacceenaecisis ¢ ea ae ES : Heaven, Welter ie qunier Berter seeds 5/9 per ey, 

2 , 5. 20 obinson, John ......... unior porter ......%.. 1 per day. 

get Hainer i iheadore -.| Lad gatekeeper 7/1 per day. |20 3, | Smith, William W....... Tanior porter 1/7 ber day. 

ie 2 Ogilvie, Vera 0. ahh 5 Lad gatekeeper “/X per day. | [21 . 5; Presbury, William F. Junior POrter <...0+s<2+5 00s: 7/1 per day. 

, Ch Soca (RALOKCCDOT e cuitnmceeen oeaeee a and 10/-]24 ,, | yde, Arthur J.......... Junior Clerk ............0.+0++ £77 per annum. 

(ee C , - rent per week. [24 ,, Waples, David C. ...... Lad gatekeeper .........+.- 7/1 per day. 

ae ers aoe Bebe: junior clerk “77 per annum. | 24 ,, Pollard, Edward ......... Tunior porter .:-.....0.02+4: 5/9 per day. 

6 2 MM, unior porter .... ...-| 2/11 per day. ida 5: Groves, Allan seasecsseses Adult shunter .... 14/8 per day. 
Junior porter .... {3/11 per day. 24. ,; O’Brien, Robert A....... | Adult shunter .... 14/8 per day. 


James, David J. soe 


: Adi ult shunter 


14/8 per day. 


8 


| | 
Date | Name. | Position. | Rate. | Date. Name. Position. Rates 
| | © ee eh cea eee a, Se 
1923. TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS—continued. 1923, ELECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS—continucd, 
24 Sep | Campbell, Donald ...... Adultisnunterissc-ererose +2 14/8 per day. 15 July | Clissold, George ......... TADOUneL je -rc-csaeoncens seceeet 1/33 per hour. 
28 9s, Gavenlock, Robert ...| Adult shunter ........-..+5+ 14/8 per day. 16 3; Walker, George ......... Labourer .......+- ...| 1/8§ per hour. 
25 5 | Poyner, Andrew J. ...) Junior porter .....-....++e 3/11 per day. 15 ,, Andrews, George........- Labourer ¢....cs..ee-snere ...| 1/88 per hour. 
27,,. * Marshall, Albert.......:. Junior porter... 3/6 per day. i % Hea aigtet Volney Labourer sveseeereessterereees wal per es 
an oie a 5B tens ‘ortier, William ......... Fitter 2/4% per houre 
1922. SIGNALLING BRANCH, 19 °RS Tolhurst, Charles A. ...| Cleaner 11$d. per hour. 
1 July } Rouse, Thomas ......... i Signal CaNGer cnncvecerndeny 18/8 per day. 19 5 Smith, Oliver A. ...... Cleaner 74d. per hour. 
a, Brinkman, Morton...,..| Labourer .......seererneeeeeee | 13'=per day. 19 35 Maynard, Dugald J. ...| Cleaner 1/1} per hour. 
1923, os : Pa! 19; Lane, Henry B........... Cleaner ... 1/1% per hour. 
1 Jan. Peters, Thomas Best PRIGUCT, ccc ccviessnsisssaencemaecs 2/50% per hour. 19. 5, Gordon, Fred W. ...... Cleaner 112d. per hour. 
A ae Cayzer, Alfred Fy... Carpenter .....eeeeeeeee 2/4tperhour. |19 ,, | Smith, Arthur E. ...... Cleaner 74d. per hour. 
1 Mar. | Ross, William ........... Hibben a hiltetace costes teem: 2/2: perhour. | 19 4, Telfy, Denis J. Cleaner 74d. per hour. 
of May | Spence, John M. ...... SHOP DOY .......12e-eerveoreee 104d per hour. LO aes Heydon, John C. Cleaner 7Ad. per hour. 
= 39 Joseph, Frank Coteeeeaees Shop DOY .ss-eseeeeeeeeseeeees 8gd. per hour. 19 | 4; Gifford, Robert H. C....| Cleaner 7d. per hour. 
23 3s Scott, George CO. eeeeeeees SHOP DOY ...seeeeeeseveseeeees 82d. per hour. LO as Fahey, James M. ...... Cleaner 113d. per hour. 
26 June | Marks, Thomas B. W. | Draitsman .........:.-0+ 2316 perannum.| 19 ,, Turner, William T.  ,..| Cleaner 94d. per hour. 
1 July | Simmonds, Cecil P. Tiina iake sogsaeasemuodootaee 1/10} perhour. | 19 ,, Vieq, John «Ps ies...ceee Messenger s.c«ooesssaseer ...| 88d. per hour. 
= ‘- Collier, Mortimer seenep Fitters’ apprentice .......-- 32d. per hour. PSE ry} Vogan, Harold James | Electrical assistant .......-. £208 per annume 
es Lynch, Mortimer ..... Higeoeal mechanics’ ap-| 38d. per hour. 4 3 sede JON H.weates OLCANEY cheaeoiesnte swe swactnennene a per ee 
prentice. 2 ‘ Oore. J ON diommensseers Cleaner....0001.+seancomaecmegs 113d. per hour. 
9 4; Bowen, Andrew ......... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 33d. per hour. 24 a Husband, Harold A. .2) Cleaner ciacecs.us tceereeeeer 113d. per houre 
9 5B; Mundy, Leslie ......... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 3d. per hour. 24°55 Romnteldt, Percy W....| Cleaner ..........:ecseeervevoes 93d. per hour. 
AGY © ef Crispo, James aasseneeseee Fitters’ apprentice 32d. per hour. 24045 Thompson, William ...] Cleaner .........cc:s+sseeeeeees 114d. per heure 
16 oe Wilkins, Robert ......... Fitters’ apprentice gd. per hour. od Ge: Marjoram, Robert ......| Labourer 1/74 per hour. 
D3 es Bleeck, Gordon C. ...... ait eal mechanics’ ap-| 38d. perhour. } 24 ,, sect Thomas ...... Cleaner aie pee 
prentice. 25 LY, ie ON eae crown ceeteee Clea 13d. per hour. 
13 Aug. | Smith, Albert EB. ...... Tinsmulth snecseeeeaeeceeree 1/11} per hour. } 25 “i McIntyre, James A. ... Cleaner be per hour. 
14° 5, Davies, ED Se cacapacade Fitters’ apprentice ........- 3d. per hour. 20) as Tavener. Pierce F. ...... Labourer 1/9} per hour. 
Ue 5: Wilson, Harold ......... Forman’s Junior clerk...... 10%d. perhour. | 30 ,, Sa Sg Norman H, Witter: kovccsescecteeeaaees wece| 2/480 ee i 
Cage ; e0Le urness, Robert B. ...| Turners’ apprentice ...... 3d. per hour. 
22. 45 Madson, Kevin ......... pana mechanics’ ap-| 3%d. per hour. i Aug. Kiger e Thomas: J). pos. Power Ba junior ...... 1/0§ per ek 
prentice. 3 oole, Charles C.......... Pow se juni er Dour. 
24 o pee Coe G. ...| Foreman’s junior clerk ...) 103d. per hour. lay oA Priest, Charles a ek Penal Nee junior — ua 2 hour. 
po ernon, Donaid J. ...... Aratbarmanic sees tea-e-e-peceas £251 perannum.| 2 ,, McKeon, $ . per hour. , 
3 Sep. Hakes, Frederick ...... SHOP DOV ......cccccereeoeneee 1/03 ee hour. 7 ae K Shen tera ee chee ae ree eT hour. 
3S Lambert, Edward ie JUNIOR, CLEVK 2. .aeec-seenance | £77 per annum. Las Graham, Albert V. "| Junior labourer eae 108d. per hour. 
Ay S. Murphy, Victor S. ...... AMIOT Clerk Wenn acseeseomieint | £68 pér annum, Avie Davison, William F. ...| Electrical mechanics’ ap- 33d. per hour. 
1923 ELECTRICAL BRANCH, RAILWAYS prentice. 
NCH, PRE aes Harris, Sydney FP. ... ‘lee i . hour. 
31 May Sacer; Ras He oes Junior labourer ..........+. 1/2 per hour. 20 os McLoon, i nba nee Ses 5a. per how. 
2 arvey, Charles .........| IETUMNMNET, ya cese sence snaetenace i : 2 Tye a ior | 
5 2) | Harrold, Lesile Wi. Brohationes Lor perhonr |) 5). | Bromley on Wa ee en 
5 9 J eek, Arthur f NES Ses | Probationer 54d. per hour. 27 pasts Mathie, Raymond A. Electrical mechanics’ ap-| 3d. per hour. 
7 ss Lobley, W illiam Seber VECTOR a teckr ou snpecee space 1/9} per hour. prentice. 
2 July | Renfrew, Ernest. ...... eae mechanic’s ap-| 3d. per hour. : Sep. rig William ©. | Gleaner .<...-2:5+.0-seseome eater 92d. per hours 
| __prentice. ; Bae palshaced O)in a meee tae: CleaNer caves. s4 creer 113d. per hour. 
Say, Carey, INOS :creenseneree ce] ectrica) fitters’ appren-| 3gd. per hour. ; p ann: Cyn Te aca leant?) sonecneceeeeea vii per hour. 
yrentice. aie nt, Sy 7H. ‘ea 7 » . 
A os Hooper, Ernest ......... isetrieal fitter meee eee eal 2/4 per hour. 3 Maher, Jone. ae Gletnel ti per hour. 
5 ,, | Hardy, Edward J....... Junior labourer .........-.- 3d. per hour. 3 ah Smyth, Clarence FE. ... 1/1% per hour. 
16> oe Reid, William J. ...... GA DOUEOE Geer scdacssiestresesiaes 1/83 per hour. 3 uae. Wilson, Edwin N. : Cleaner 112d. per hour. 
16 }; Frew, Alexander.......... \SEaboUrer scacu-nrtne sete 1/352 per hour. Sues Emery, Frederick W.... Cleaner 1iid. per hour. 
6 es Harrower, Donald R.....| Probationer ..............06+ 5id. per hour. pie Holloway, Arthur J. .... Cleaner 93d per hour. 
30, McDonnell, George P. | Electrical fitter ............ 2/3} per hour. 5 ley Murray, Alfred J. ......| Cleaner 7hd. per hour. 
2 Aug. | Richardson, Alfred...) Junior labourer ...........- 62d. per hour. Ee sy Kelly, Leo. P. . ee Cleaner gid. per hour. 
2 5; Purcell, Edward ......... Aa DOULET era sosmer obs eecrt 1/7} per hour. 3 ae Holmes, Harry ......... 1 /ik per hour. 
2s Hayes; Wesley Moe...) babotter ayt.csccue..ncneceae 1/7% per hour. 3 Thelning, William ...... 1/13 per hour. 
iiss Graham, Ernest R....... PUPLOT LaDOUNEY Ge asaccseens 10%d. per hour. Ss McDonald, Victor H. 1/12 per hour 
10 5 Lymer, Kenneth A. ...| Probationer ...............++. 82d. per hour. 3 - McCarthy, Joseph T. gid. per hour. 
11 Sep. Houseman, Charles...... | Blectrical mechanic ...... 2/1} per hour. Cee 3 ‘Anderson, Joseph Pr. a 7hd. er hour. 
UIE Hopkins, William ...... | etittbet sie tencaeseeeaceee 2/34 per hour. 3 i McGeorge. Ralph ae oid. on hour. 
thle Whelar, John..........| Electrical mechanic ...... 2/24 per hour. ey, Olsen, Sydney T.......... | Cleaner 113d er hour 
A ee Flodin, Charles pogses33N) Acting chargeman ......... 2/53 per hour. 3 4 Ball, Edward A een CAcanat 1/1% ~~ hour. 
113 Fointing, Frederick ...! Electrical mechanic ...... | 2/14 per hour 2 A ee Sse Ww Cleaner .. 114d per hour 
“ F ete ; awn Yood, Frederick G...! Cleaner .| 11d per hour 
1923. STORES BRANCH, RAILWAYS. Glee a Walls, Richard ......... | Cleaner ..«ccssensvcaceeeencee nese per NOU 
Dl Aart val e\Wall, \GOOlkC, \enemetere Clerk." xisseese naebeereaves .../ £298 per annum. : 
1923. GUNERAT, BRANCHES. 1922. PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 
Ale Swl yaa bell Mary oe accerenecees JUNOT hy pISE anceeeyeeoe anes | £67 per annum. Pee Hobbs, George ........4..! LabOurer ........seseseees ...[ 13/6 per day. 
E (Institute). 29. ; 
13 Aug. | Cook, Arthur B.........- (Mecseno cra wereeernneecene 4/7 per day. June Fak ed Boge Labourer | ocn.sieo eco ...| 1/8} per hour. 
a" . a (Institute). » “ooper, William A....... Labourer ...... Pee ante 3007 1/8} per hour. 
Pe Templeton, Elizabeth | Junior typiste ......... ...| £101 perannum.} 1 >: Flynn, Percy J... Labourer .......eseereee senses 1/84 per hour. 
A i : (Staff Board). Vous Grice, Thomas Heap Labourer 1/8} per hour. 
923. TRAFFIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. i so po ees C. Labourer ... 1/84 per hour. 
9 July { Garrett, Sydney R., Junior cl | 3 per 4 seu gedanen abet Oe OED ae ed ye ee 
we Lewhe Douald 0. am : caine Picks Sob sbodisacactucco re gle aia 1 ee Sharpe, Alfred D. ...... | Tuabourer. .cacss ieee ae 1/84 per hour. 
7 Aug. | Bennett, Percy 7. ...... Car builder .........cc0ccce 3/44 per i (0) ir. A as phorpton, piatvhey Labourer Af) De 
20 ,, Walecn Asnwiik 1M Lttseete seca eteees o/4y; per hour. “le a Comyns, Percival I. ...| Labourer 1/84 per hour. 
; YG Bosemewatt Junior clerk Gis. ances +: £101 perannum| 4 Smi ? ick V ; 1 
26 4, Hamence. Clatenceltl atondbcior 2 ee ee 2/05 per hour . AS eee I rederick ¥. Labourer ... 1/8} per hour. 
4 Sep. ' Capper, Clarence W. ...! Junior clerk .............. £77 per annum es peek PeNCY aru ee ae hs Bgapaee 
ies ae ae . . es Trueland, Robert M. ...| Labourer 1/84 per hour. 
% Me E. ECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. : » Soe Malget the nO paponres | 1/84 per hour. 
5 May | Simon, Wallace A. ...... Cleaner =. .5./.- 3 r ae Seer icd Toe a, ante ee ---ova] ASE Bet howe 
16, smith aesie te hee Gleaner ts eo ae eon it ae Baylis, Samuel T. ...... Labourer pec..cceeeee poet: 1/84 per hour. 
16; Newell, William ......... Cleanertaiieaebeetr ne gid. yer hour. 1» Bourke, Gordon V. «....} Labourer ........:..s0seeeeee- 1/84 per hour. 
17 ee Bent haan heh Shop boy a. cae ee ae e Poe 1% Brown, Stanley T. ...... La bOUTEE Sh ses.osoosaeneseaeeee 1/84 per hour. 
29 | Sapsed Alived we Tinclsbouc a eee bahar per nour. 1 5, Blunt, Richard A. ...... La hOuret os... + -<cceseeeeees 1/8} per hour. 
oe Wicholle Fuel aes Line ROUT ee | aaa: per poy fee Sy) Boorer, ‘Thomas ......... Labourer)... cos. evesiar ..ee.| 1/8 per hour. 
31 gs Wylie, Aubrey H. ©. ...| Cleaner ...uoue, | id rs seal 1 3) Croft, Herbert............. Fettler Sia. c..c0.a eee 1/8 per hour. 
he Smith, Hector EJ. Meckneric. Looe Re he I one 1s; Cashel. William........... Labourer §. 2. oss .rcemremae 1/8% per hour. 
31, Wiseman, James R. ...} Cleaner o.......ccccccscccceeeee i yen hour. 15 Const, Henry F- ......... Labourer 1/8} per hour.’ 
31 Wes Andrews, Albert Wm. if Cleaner Be psu sco ar oC tbe wag : ies hour. es Coulthard, William B. | Labourer 1/83 per hour. 
1 June | Harris, Ronald George | Sub-station junior ......... | Seno per howy. 1, Cox, William A. ......... Labourer - 1/83 per hour 
ONY. gk Harris, Charles A. acs) Cleenriyiiccaine aie ee Sid. per hour. | 1 ,, | Croker, William T. ...... Latourer 1/81 per hour. 
11 os Walsh Edward @ cdl. Gee Mtoe, eee | 74d. per hour. 1 Doel, Bertie F. ......... Labourer 1/84 per hour 
A 5 Brain, Orlando G. F. Cadet og nic ROR | aN ee ie Cea ate 1/88 rer hour. 
iiss Long, John Clarence ...| Electrical mechanics’ ap-| 3zd. be poe ‘ v rae dae ie aaa 1/8} pet hows, 
13 Hale, Harold Cl eee 1 is, Rady, Fre cae a oe Tabuiree is tek oer bate 
2? ale, ALOU, CSeie sea nteslels ie Z te a oi TEE Pee ee id r ve ‘: 
B oni gomery, Weald Mccair ae per hour. 1 igs Edwards, Frederick C. | Labourer iat nae ore 
Re: Sherwin, Joseph W. Gleaner tas per hour. Le Fenton, Charles W. ..... Labourer 1/84 vet hour. 
ey, Morgan, Amos H. ...... Cleaner a per hour. 1, Fuller, Joseph L. ...... Labourer 1/8 per hour. 
eee Harrison, George ...... Cadet 118. Seed ae Flanagan, Thomas ©. ..| Labourer 1-83 per hour. 
age Lie dene et AD et ee | £118 per annum | 1 ,, Gilbert, Victor E. ......) Labourer 1/84 noun 
30 Prehearde. skeet. Cioahee hae! une. Ee eo Graham, Frederick J. | Labourer ..........0.ccss000+- 1/84 cas neue 
SUE Ross, Charles B.  ...... Cleaner ond. at as Ls Grady, James ............ Labourer 4.:55.:.catae 1/31 per hour. 
30) ley ‘Taylor, Patrick W..weel (Gleaner 2... | ais: a nde 1 Oe Hall, Bertie <7cs.ci..-6 LADOULEL Ais aen' ree eeene eee 1/83 per hour. 
2 July | Newton, John B. M. ...| Junior labourer .....-...... | ( 3d. per hour. i F, Fe Ace ae fA EDORICE eeepc 1/84 per hour. 
t. father ‘Darrell aus ts Gh ee aes ai : ; Heggie, Duncan D....... Latourer 1/83 per hour. 
3 ats aaa TSA ae i... stasis Clenmer 8 ies¥o ees 11a. ae hous i i. Sechol Cue at; mr peruse 1/84 per hour. 
9 ‘ Regan, mac D. digs che AIA OPO GEIS EIIO é . . sy Mitchell, Charles . a Labourer TY 
ri Hendin, Noel B : Se Hacensthomeee ete dees hte ee Loa McDonald, Douglas C. | Labourer at nae ou 
ee Messervy, Charles Fu) Juilor labourer besa: 10k : Mes Lae ; * M eGrath, Harold J. ...} Labourer 1/84 per out 
ofa Schaar B: reese wee eee a pee ae ae se eae JANES (s20202--|) LADOUTED 1...) .9.-ceeneeseeeeee 1/8} per hour. 
PEE adbo2psHdaundadosorio9 /13 . Mclean, Hugh ........... Tool sharpener............... 1/10 per heur. 


| 
Date Name. Position. Rate | Date | Name. Position. | oP Rate. 
1923. PERMANENT-WAY BRANCH, TRAMWAYS—conti?lued. 1923, PERMANENT-WAY BRANCH, TRAMWAYS—continued, 
1 June , O’Connor, Michael (2)... Labourer .............. aaa 1/8 per hour. 1 June | Sullivan, Edward J.....; Labourer ..,......0-ccrssers« 1/8} per hour 
Ut anys O’Haire, John ..... ....| Labourer 1/8} per hour. Dears Sanders, Austin H. ..... EADOUEE Gh. 32 tee ei eeaeeet se et per hour. 
ss O’Riely, Raymond Y...! Labourer 1/8} per hour. Ue is Short, Aubrey J.......... UaBDOULeL *.2. ohh .cs sep sauenas 1/8 per hour 
Nae Parkes, Joseph F......... Labourer 1/8 per hour. as Sells, William G. ........ PRDOULEE cecccereece eet vat per hour. 
ee Rogers, William R. ...) Labourer ... 1/8$ per heur. Ves +35 Syaith, Arthur. ....... IGA DOUTEE <7 .cc.s <p tea connote ns 1/84 per hour. 
1 ,, Steel, Ernest A. ...,..... Labourer ... 1/8 per hour. i Stark. Archibald... PADOULEENT, «crttert reeten ae et per hour. 
Ee ss Shrimpton, Elias memiased Labourer 1/8} per hour. Lows; Walker,’ JOM). ...4 00.00 WQDOUROE “aces teptce ree mans: 1/84 per hour. 
ee Thompson, Claude A. Labourer 1/8 per hour. La Woodbury, Affie J....... |; LeDOULEL wcrc cchet teeeamtontes 1/84 per hour. 
Ae White, John .............. Labourer 1/82 per hour. 1 3 West, Edward J. ...... leevonter +.) sees tuees oS. 1/84 per hour. 
oo ae Webber, John H. ...... Labourer 1/8} per hour. Ll 3} Gray, Henry BS. ....45.68 SD OULCK® srctihtne Cece rot ss 1/84 per hour. 
Less Watling, Austin Labourer 1/8} per hour. 1s Stone, William S. ...... WPLADOUCeE scan emenente 1/8} per hour. 
ss Hayes, Walter A. .. sabourer , 1/84 per hour. eee Burt, Joseph W. ......... MD OUTED ert eeee hers,” 1/84 per hour. 
1 ,, | Heard, William R. ..... Labourer 1/84 per hour. ie Darran, William Ps 2003) Labourer oc .cisicsosencccaees 1/8 per hour. 
I 55 Howes, Vivian B. ...... Labourer 1/84 per hour. Less Grant, Henry G.......... WCANOULEL jimi tacecear cee ate: 1/84 per hour. 
5s Holder, Oliver O. ....... Labourer 1/8} per hour. iN ee Haigh, Alfred C. ......... AGADOULEE coh ctreraangeetys: 1/84 per hour. 
LY 55 Hodgson, Fred ........... Labourer 1/8) per hour. es Monahan, Norman O. TEOOURET) “eee sy sc ence ace oto 4 8h per hour. 
ce ae Jones, William ........... Labourer 1/84 per hour. liens Ryland, William H. WESDOUTED coil erent ees 1/34 per hour. 
i! oe Jones, William I Labourer ... ! 1/84 per hour. os Sheedy, Michael ......... TTADOULEE sve tacscescterenee nes 1-8} per hour. 
ies; Kilhams, Joseph... Labourer ... 1/8$ per hour. Laer Smith, Leslie J. ........: AURDOULCE = ets: sr aneerescants 1/84 ber hour. 
ans king, Alick Dee cgbaitecen Labourer 1/84 per hour. hits Wilsont sack th ii22 0s! ADONTE DS the ote tes eee uy ‘84 per hour. 
Ds Keen, Edmund I snes GWVOULEL Eres creer ects 1/83 per hour. 7 hae Edwards, Harry C. Hes) Dabourer Sse eee, 5. 1/8} per hour. 
es Kennedy, Wallace C. GADOULER Tia. cticctococttennets 1/83 per hour. a ae Heron, James W......... ISRDOUTED (5.5-osrc decease es 1/8} per hour. 
Le; Lord, Bernard D. ....... iabourer: steeee hee 1/84 per hour. fo McDonald, Harry ...... Pabourer =. ene 1/8 per hour. 
ie es Long, William J. ...... MUADOUTED se carettecsaciet cates 1/384 per hour. 1 Ba STATTISON MYA Ni.) ss! ASMOOUTEr ...c).ctsotcetens sos. 1/8} per hour. 
Bors Marshall, William H. ...) Labourer Qiiteeectecceneeouese 1/8 per hour. ee Mugelestone; Frederick | Labourer «.....:..:.:..-.-.6-- 1/84 per hour. 
A) ore Mack, John ............... DabOurery.cetcassars meen 1/8} per hour. ison Howard; .Jobn...:......... Gar Donler tern tenee: cesar 2/2 per hour. 
;) | Morrali, Sydney J. ..... Labourer $ per hour. if) ech Somers, James «.......... AW OUTEE <n) is euctecsmeiiescs s 1/84 per hour. 
baa Meeks, John URGY pa saaete Labourer + per hour. Bie got WOOUSIVEY. i rienaste.s HISVOUNEE Serer aatanereraeces 1/8% per hour. 
ee. Murray, Sidney J. ...... Labourer % per hour. $20 duly | Wrisht, Thomas #: %....] Gapger’ octet lis... c eee 1/10} per hour. 
ie; McCourt, John H. ...... Labourer b per hour. 13 Aug. | Buckley; John ........... TGADOULCL cco teteeccenecekcae s 1/84 per hour. 
DF cats McMahon, Herbert T. ..| Labourer } perhour. $15 ,, Ogden, Henry S. ........ DP POURCT  srerene etc emas eth o 1/84 per hour. 
ss Nelson, Arthur J. ...... Wa DOULGE Fo in ce ceemsarceatene 1/8$ per hour. 21 ,, Harris, William........... TA DOULGE er se otesecee ce poet < 1/8} per hour. 
Pees NIECE SAR bolsters sr || Mia DOULCr a. ceorcece cece cers: 1/8} per hour. 27° Danvers, Albert .;....... SSAOMECL vice ches se ce recore « 1/8 per hour. 
a oe sees sneaceeane Papo cust eeencentccaee| 1/8 per hour. 
FA ankin, George W. ADOULEL pra sescccsts te odeneas 1/8 per hour. 22 AG ee 
iL ae Riley, Wavley A. ....... cAbourerm res re ert tee | at per hour. 1923. STORES BRANCH, TRAMWAY. 
1 ,, | Rollinson, William .....) Labourer 1/84 per hour. 1 Aug. , Williams, Albert ......... PeLOre Oy cen sc rsatee een et © aid. per hour. 
1 ar Southwell, Frederick P.| Labourer 1/83 per hour. 35 | Frost, George D. °....... | SLOLE HOV ere aterencn sb: | @jd. per hour. 
} | 
REMOVALS. 
Date. Name. | Position. Rate. Remarks. 
1923. CHIEF ACCOUNTANT’S BRANCH, 
SSrOUNe | TLACUCHET, AINY) cewncarvessescrresreecr eres WOLonineo care nice «cern: st | £217 per annum) Resigned, 
marpuly |) RObeLES; PETCY Bec. ccrece car sss rensccoesl Senior pay clerk ............ | £478 per annum) Retired, 
1923. TRAFFIC AUDITOR’S BRANCH. 
Shaul, J Marveys Alrred ds .c.ce.ucdeecess Meenagl, OROTKe ch dsteacriereaseds v.eeee] £341 per annum! Retired. 
1923. LOCOMOTIVE BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
PRIMA. | SCOWATTs DAVIS cinwncesces comer nena reser TVD, Se traccstes cesveseme ss 2/6i per hour ...| Retired. 
SidhuMe MCMC GRADER | ce. cesccesmeesicssccacs sens AS WS ae rae pegem aa ameagesaCEs £211 per annum | Resigned. 
es DLAMORU AT MOUIAS GS cceces hada cadscsaneoe Carriage builder ..:........- 2/6;%, per hour ..| Retired, 
LO 3 Wien MGW AEG sescrcmere rcs crs cedeicticcninee PONG eat cae ceccanmonces 1/9h- per hour ...| Dismissed. 
yy Oe IAT DROW A BIVIG. © otrecupasctscteesarcecnece RO ATOR oe nee en ae ee Sern nt eo 1/84 per hour ...| Dismissed. 
i ee DOWNCH Vou LOMAS Hess eclipses icacncneslnine Assistant chargeman ...... £326 per annum | Retired. 
Ore. AMIN: SLANG Verda sce taadrers ck nannlacswoses MOTAV ET ence nantes soeeunert ces 2/6% per hour ...| Retired. 
192 SonniGiee Al Dente rn tae we esos Cece ete pe te ee 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned. 
1 Wiriehts Chanlest cecatencessiasecnsesseasee RBOOMECT ccna ca ceresnesereruse: 1/7? per hour ...| Retired. 
21. 3; HLADULbOL POLC Yi snasdscanteceeccuste sect SPU RCODED cate teas cesses £301 per annum | Resigned. 
23) Po WEIS Ep MerDerG cece etenstacrenaccrtns BIPEDAL © spuec soetocanecetest 1/10# per hour ..| Retired. 
PS, Thomas, Arthur .. (CUS eh Giaah aa ecepne RS Cae 1/84 per hour ...| Retired. 
ah os HBG Re iG COLE are astasicee bss siericasisieassnnee SUDsIOLEMAM © asc ccernecees £381 per annum | Retired. 
28 4, POMP SON, OLDIES si. . « dueinn sept sjenco ators Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/28 per honr ...| Discharged. 
28: ,, (OUST g NS (CRO hi? Saas sebnadadedaadnssaecektanDon Hitters’ apprentice ......... 1/38 per hour ...| Discharged. 
285), NiGHOlas. HreGeTiOk....aadesiieascsmsipaced Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/72 per hour ...| Discharged. 
295 BCUEAC Y wAUNUCC: yeoswesalie'seniciesiasaninsled Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/3% per hour ...| Discharged. 
Env EAMES, WAILIAIM > .ceanent ccmieseete ounces Boilermaker 2/38 per hour ...| Retired. 
aay, IBUPe ATC Mem mancodsccaeseabecccetaoneceens GTIMGET. ssn .cea.e 1/98 per hour ...| Retired, 
eee LODCELSONAULONALE "..odoc. mceratecnens Blacksmith 2/34 per hour ...| Dismissed. 
Shee tre Dettmann, Norman ....5..2. 0.23.0 .s.00. Assistant chargeman ...... £326 per annum | Retired. 
ay PINCH UANASAY > vceceecocesteaasetecwnhee BULGE Ev ccc aneca te ccecee eee 2/4% per hour ...| Retired. - 
ean Burdett, Charles UO VEMACE ae. .ascceetyes 2/38 per hour ...| Retired. 
: White, Arthur C... Labourer 1/7% per hour ...| Resigned. 
1 Hill, George SETIKET 2.00... 1/94 per hour ...| Dismissed. 
4 ,, Shaw, Reginald .. Fireman .... 2/- } per hour ...| Dismissed. 
Dela; Tibbett, Stephen Fuelman .... 1/94 per hour ...| Retired. 
i Sullivan, Daniel Fuelman ] vol per hour ...| Resigned. 
Crs Ma MMATONs WOMESiS cace.ccecposnsmacmeeoer Painter 2/343 per hour ..| Discharged. 
Cae G@opes, Willian an. s.reee sme gancctrasecenese ee Painter ... 2/342 per hour...| Discharged. 
Oe ss POACI, HEMI AMT) vice siecetsiciis sticac cle ststise Painter 2/343 per hour...| Discharged. 
Ges Morgan, Phillip Painter 2/445 per hour...| Discharged. 
Gs Reed, Samue! ... Painter 2/435 per hour...| Discharged. 
rs; Smiths, GCOLLE cecic.asatscseneteersersstulte Painter 2/4 fs as hour...| Discharged. 
Gr 55 Goldsmith, Edward 70.5. cccssascsaccrece Painter 2/ zy per hour...| Discharged. 
Go x, Heggartyo James. oe scsrsec. ct tccccs canon g LINK (7 Bi Sheeean arte aerate oe 2/343 per hour...| Discharged. 
Girs, CEPORAT A NV ALUCKIe es ceceateeensttesnataccanat 1 2th Salle mes: saben sodoueenogdce 2/313 per hour...| Discharged. 
és Minglen Lance veaeesstscecdcctctssanescse st BASED sce ancunes cnt ey ren ceun 2/4, per hour...| Discharged. 
Gres, Hurle, Henry .......:.. PRIN Cer Sess. ey eee raat 2/342 per hour...| Discharged. 
655; Bodden, Rokert ....... MUG Musee chock eaten ete een 2/4%5 per hour...| Discharged. 
ln MOTE WidlUCI ewes vi cocachecne enciascsentine IE MIMILCL sora soeasck sens connie 2/4.°%, per hour...| Discharged. 
Ge = CALS V eMC SMEs hiatsidiarebilncssentcsssfansae 21) fs CGR epi a ena dp AP 2/3h8 per hour...| Discharged. 
as SAE CLMOTAeccesctecters et nalts as scene PAAUOT: ccicavesaischiteeteininars 2/343 per hour...| Discharged. 
Guns; Mowril, Wiiliamiescsensscctes sew cneas coe ce IE IUCT . osenpecesh ceateteno ted 2/333 per hour...| Discharged. 
Gis Beatbie, Cecil)... vsc cccsecsssuacesccucces SIUUED * aes sere cxcheramee 2/343 per hour...| Discharged: 
Gia, Cox, Richard IETTICET cose, cece sheen enee 2/333 per hour...| Discharged. 
625; Packer, Ernest... PRINCE Done: 2/313 per hour...| Discharged. 
Sues WAC e EI OTACE Gare cussostnescssts cent oe Timekeeper £241 per annum | Dismissed. 
Crs A CHOMARE ELCTDOEU Sncvceocsts deccecasumeat Carriage builders’ appren-| 1/443 per hour...| Discharged. 
tice: 
Gh agp, RETIRES yay OL ON Mocs earstisieceasaresssep. sees CHET Sab eR eee Soin ccn £261 per annum | Dismissed. 
Guess CUM ELGG as ceveetiassvciegscaticaannae none Carriage builders’ appren-| 1/9,°, per hour...| Discharged. 
tice. 
Gr 3 Goldthorpe, George..........sscccecoerosee Boilermakers’ helper ...... f 1/94 per hour ...| Resigned. 
a Gs PAWNS SLODCY Ost sdcievaichieoctcensesspche Fitters’ apprentice .....,..: 1/-? per hour ...| Discharged. 
Cie. Slocombe, John .......... Gro Hacachecday. Wash-out plant atten-| 2/-4 per hour ... Retired. 
dant. 
8 ,, WEBTIEN JON cos csccec crease ree gesescees grit MUDOUILEL Botte esek «ceece pects it per hour ...| Retired. 
Se O'Connor, TA as ecerse scomacee: Br eee a CoSeeE CLINE Costcrede scent nete ee 1/9 per hour ,..| Resigned. 
10 ,, Mitchell, John Lavatory checker :........ 1/7# per hour ...| Retired. 
Los Vowler, Arthur .. Rough carpenter .........] 1/9§ per hour ...] Retired. 
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Date Name. Position. Rate. Remarks. 
19235 Locomotive BRANcH, Rathways—continued, 
11 July | Tillman, Stanley o2.......s-ss noo ingoise \ Carriage builders’ appren-{ 1/7? per hour ...| Discharged. 
tice. 
om: MelInnes, William errr sssssceeeenee gee MUL CHABRY, Tr acancismcsmeanermesia 2/-4+ per hour ...| Resigned. 
12s Kirby, (Patriek sieramdcccrsstecsnestnaceee IDLIVERS. Sonscenceacesons 2/64 per hour ...| Retired. 
Cae McCatirey, James grees csscsdseecrsenes Fitters’ labourer ...... 1/9? per hour ...| Deceased. 
TE Brightfield, Clement PHO OY fcccrisaasilseabee 1/2 per hour ...| Resigned. 
a aay Shead, Hrancis/aecsicess.s- Fitters’ labourer ...... 1/9? per hour ...}| Resigned, 
14 ,, | Thomson, I'rederick Moulders’ labourer ... 1/92 per hour ...| Resigned, 
14.4; Myc Collins. Kielvinueeeteanc tenn Wa POULET. ceci sneer 1/7} per hour ...| Resigned. 
pee Crawford, Edward .......... Fitters’ apprentice ... 1/7 per hour ...} Discharged. 
ee McInnes, Alexander NW iehi{o 1m aR SompareaDeaAn coe ..-| 2/64 per hour ...| Retired. 
15 ,, | Stephenson, Charles Structural steel worker ...| 2/2% per hour ...| Retired. 
bles Fitzgerald, Edwin Blacksmith .nc.s<seseeseneen 2/44 per hour ...| Retired, 
ES 5 George, James Engine trimmer ............ 1/104 per hour.. Retired. 
6 Wills, Sohn. ssaeetncer DRIVER, Dos tastevreoe seeeten scoot 2/64 per hour Retired. 
tse Robson, Ernest Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/-% per hour ...}| Discharged. 
LS ss Doyle, Norman Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/33 per hour ...| Discharged. 
LD! ae: Treland) Widiwardanesssesecencdencecees Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/7} per hour ...} Resigned. 
TROD Sr Mitchell, William PILEMAN Fac owaeseee comes 2/-4 per hour .,.| Retired. 
le, McKeough, Joseph Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 1/7 per hour ...| Discharged. 
74 eA Lamont, Malcolm BIGeKSMIth 65 civelcaesanceriees 2/34 per hour ...| Dismissed. 
Oa, Pazzi, Braidwood Sub-inspector £321 per annum | Resigned. 
23 ee, Davies, Alvern..... Call Oye ncisncsencwdeehesmanes 63d. per hour ...| Resigned. 
3) hay Pye, SONN Whose Assistant chargeman ...... £326 per annum | Retired. 
20 was oy Carr. Banest: ise (Egy iledes de mbensnuannt ed aeaee 2/2 perhour ...| Deceased, 
23 ,, °| Allen, John ........ Oiling inspector ............ £381 per annum | Retired. 
23 ,, | Hayes, Anthony .. Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 3$d. per hour Resigned. 
A Dhomas, PHU Pepe secs ICEL tony Sas cacenes sense aincten 2/3 per hour ...| Resigned. 
2 Lenton, Thomas ........... Boilermakers apprentice... 1/7% per hour ...} Discharged. 
AS <p Watson, Adolphus ........ Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/38 per hour ...| Resigned. 
wie GLOVE; NELW YD. Macy scteee-s Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 1/32 per hour ...| Discharged, 
26 9; Sonneman, William ..... Fuelman 1/94 per hour ...| Resigned. 
PAR 96 McKeon, Patrick ........ Clerk: ore £ ou per annum..| Deceased. 
mil, sy la hronsen, BTC caemoesy cela. Painter ceecsee es 2/348 per hour...! Discharged. 
ae cg Hey wood, Richard ........ Carriage builder 2/6; per hour...| Retired. 
25 as. Burton, ;GEOLZC Biacees ses Structural steel worker ...| 2/24 per hour ...| Resigned. 
TAG OL iy UATLTCC Ge meukmemeisices DNOP MOVaeneceseses cadena eee 1/4 per hour ...| Deceased. 
30 55 Poulton, Arthur ............ PRoilermaker 2/22 per hour ...| Deceased. 
314; Macdonald, George ............66. Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/7% per hour ...} Discharged, 
SS) iy mene; RODEO Werarsacnwenscsmans cece Witten: Ge cscs taauesetesnae: 2/34 per hour ...| Resigned. 
ol aes MiotiePreston oy ..j.ccuoceentess emo Shop boy -sects koe 1/2 per hour ...| Deceased. 
SD Lausy McGraw, Edward Fitters’ labourer ... 1/92 per hour ...| Retired. 
Sie; Kellett, Thomas ......... Cleanernaa, noteieenee 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned. 
LfAug.1| Nolson, James yurtactee cerca Fireman 2/-4 per hour ...} Resigned. 
Ls ee) cea Wwrencée, ODER ween cccimss apes ensue Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/3% per hour ...| Discharged, 
2 ,, | Richardson, Robert ... Storeman’. vmcacaeee.coees 1/ee per hour ...| Dismissed. 
> os mt Walton: Roper tessnres-« DUVET Beecceeeee eee 2/64 per hour ...! Retired. 
3 ,, | Evans, Harold ......... Carriage builder ............ | 2/439 per hour...| Resigned. 
#3, | Whatley, Charlesiti macdsvansatenarstmass Cleaner 1/8} per hour ...| Resigned. 
Ce hy LonarlessCNOMmaAs) tere mcccetensnrecerenn Head cleane | 1/10} per hour...| Resigned. 
Se. IBTUCE pALDELG geanunesnecedaatroeneceneniey Driver 2/64 per hour ...| Retired. 
Osea Ward, VLevCeslerinn mtecaenacciersss cena Fitter 2/3 per hour ...| Resigned. 
aes Ken lo, Harold .., Fitters’ apprentice ......... ve per hour ...| Discharged. 
LO ass Hardy, Roland ......... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/32 per hour ...| Discharged, 
10 ;, | Hall, William ... Cleaner a.ca5. hee eccncsteene 1/84 per hour ...| Retired. 
aT aes Morgan, Thomas Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/7 per hour ...| Discharged. 
AY 5s oa) ilburt Albert: ae. -seacn. Fitters’ apprentice ...... | 1/32 per hour ...| Discharged. 
Oy Mitchell, George ......... Sub-inspector® ......c000c00 £321 per annum | Retired. 
a Francis, Edward Fitters’ apprentice .........| 1/72 per hour ...| Discharged. 
3 Gs Hayllar, Henry ......... Cylinder filler 1/10 per hour ...}| Dismissed. 
A aes Dig gens, JOSe pl eeccamesmeacwant is Cleaner REO ROGONG RnCoCO sa I0- 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned. 
tS ae, HOO WONMiES a escnersscenceseceee Fitters’ labourer ............ 1/92 per hour ...| Deceased. 
12 ;, Jefferson, James KH. WirrCIintSt,-owcese mere ences 2/1 per hour Resigned. 
14 y Bourne, Mauris Were ndsnees Junior clerk | Geers ciate £101 per annum | Resigned. 
14 Oy, Cannon, Frederick Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/32 per hour ...| Discharged. 
UNS op Jolly, Donhld ea deare nee HOP HOVisheetactee eee 8id. per hour ...| Resigned. 
TaN A McKinley, Henry Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/33 per hour ...} Discharged, 
LO Wss Mastin, Mid ward. varpaeer sks. sseidserareiis ox Fitters’ apprentice 1/3% per hour ...} Discharged. 
Gp a Colquhoun, George Fitters’ apprentice .... 1/32 per hour ...| Discharged. 
Wee 6 Sutherland, Ronald Fitter 2/34 per hour ...| Resigned. 
17 5 Griffen, Frederick .... Calt boy 1/72 per hour ...| Discharged. 
a Heather, Samuel Cleaner 1/8% per hour ...} Resigned. 
lS anes Mecham Hrederiek Wir. desceceeerscer suena! Fitters’ apprentice 1/7? per hour ...| Discharged. 
18 ,, Walker, Frede1ick DLINGPA Sehr cetes eee toe 2/6 per hour ...| Retired. 
20 ss: Allen. Vesiie weaqancosar Stationary engine fircman| 1/9} per hour ...| Resigned. 
20 5, McCarthy, Joseph Fitters’ labourer 1/9#% ver hour ...| Retired. 
Dik ies Brown, George J. DTIVEr ee sere cae meee 2/6} per hour ...| Retired. 
24 Bel 55 Mangan, Francis Boilermakers’ apprentice. | 1/72 per hour ...| Discharged, 
PEW er Crunkhorn, Charles ........ Cleaner 56. <uar-ssenseaso cee 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned. 
2S: ans Howe; (GeOrge: csscacccarscricie PUI PCT ween 1/10 per hour . Retired. 
25s St. George, Arthur .. Mgelman e-s9, 1/94 per hour ...| Resigned. 
21a, Matid, JOM is .c.edssee Coppersmith 2/4% per hour ...| Resigned. 
PA Tingle, William ..... Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/3% per hour ...| Discharged. 
22 es Osborne, Charles Boilermakers’ apprentice.|. 1/38 per hour ...| Discharged. 
27 ,, 4 Houldsworth, Samuel ..... Hireman hin tise ee eeet es we| 2/-4 , per hour ...} Resigned. 
rate 1 Tsenhood, Robert ........... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/32 per hour ...| Discharged. 
23 aes Meckenberg.0 OND. genenesevssssseeeaeien Cees builders’ appren- 1/444 per hour... Discharged. 
ice 
Cs Gilberd, Alexander Boilermakers’ apprentice | 1/73 per hour ...| Discharged. 
20 Maries. Walter te--csrsccseeeeremnaneree pial at es appren-) 1/433 per hour...| Discharged. 
ice 
oO 5, King; William, seaceedesstsemccmtseseenctes DUIVER 5.7. scconstaepeen ieceee eee =/6% per hour ...} Retired. 
30, Milne, Arthut eereeeenese Machinists’ apprentice ...| 1/3% per hour ...| Discharged. 
30 Ts, DAVIE. “Aired ceacrresce Driver .. 2/64 per hour ...}| Resigned. 
SO! oes Ritchings, .dward.... Boilermakers’ helper ...... 1/92 per hour ...}| Deceased 
20 5 Marsh, eA keruy-eesceers SLOLOMaA Nin sucmc seen eee 1/103 per hour | Retired. 
SL ae Kirley, Stanley ....... aN LOys geaeeeeeeemetee 1/2 per hour Resigned. 
1 Sep Miles; Stan Gy, cttersccnecedcenns Fitters’ apprentice . 1/38 + per hour ...| Discharged. 
J 5, | Barry, JOWN oe. veesasesny- see Fitters’ apprentice 1/3} per hour ...] Discharged. 
A Te, ey (Christioyeslic ece.cccsresaccee Brass finishers’ apprentice | 1/73 per hour ...| Discharged. 
1 Pace, Charles .......... Boilermakers’ helper ...... 1/92 per hour .. | Retired. 
i, a esmith; Patrick). s--. Witters’ labourer ...........- 1/10% per bour Deceased. 
tS, Arnold, tAlbert. Wecwecscetssruss Blacksmith) .ascccaseeeees 2/24 per hour ...] Retired. 
Se) SE tosG Wl ian at, ears ce ceaere Machinists’ apprentice 33d. per hour ...| Resigned. 
Be Sinith SE PANCIS Tel ce. ccnandaccemeacrictee s Bottermakers’ appremtice,|, 22d. per hour ...| Discharged, 
A Webber, Richardescivcesssvnscsccdesresa cs SCFCWEE | leme:or eee 1/92 per hour ...}| Deceased. 
2 oe Maweeck, lived Bcc wsce -peamudessavc- Driver sone 2/1% per hour ...| Retired. 
4. NGalitGe OND) Ganenceceeeaneesseabeenecnes DDTIVCT Hy sings tacmeceend 2/64 per hour ...| Resigned. 
a, Gough Onaries tocesaescntinsocieatances's st Fitters’ apprentice ty /7% per hour ...} Discharged, 
A’ «3, Beamati, Richard Worse: vnc cepa. pod UTESSET tc cnec teeters 1/9} per hour ...| Retired 
ES 5 Kitching, ARBLEEEOL OG) Sooogcueancabareapen ane MANUS Wi acdc saneAcmace nchonans 2/34 per hour ...| Retired 
Sf oom Wimhurst, BAUS AE cdaghor a cmancede eon Boiiermakers’ appreniice | 1/-% ner hour ...| Discharacde 
7 4, | Carberry, WLANCIS Mernsc sarees mee ag oss Boi'ermaker 2/2% per hour ...| Resigned. 
7 4,278) wefles; Charles in tcascdcosstscaenens cones Mineman: 2reks+s, 2/-4 per hour ...| Resigned. 
8 Gy 9 (Grigg, William (ie. .ccateteeecaee ne Wireman eases 1/10% per hour...} Retired. 
8 5, Skelton, Wobnuscs.....steeuedencieer sve. Boilermaker © ........ 2/2% per hour ...| Resigned. 
8 5; 1 Corcoran. Peter eo occncesee sr qeicepe sey Fitters’ apprentice . 1/7} per hour ...! Discharged. 
es | Brittler, Eric Fitters’ apprentice .. 1/3 per hour ...| Discharged. 
iy ees MHOM SRA THAR paenivenigesiects Camelsaaisne DIX SMIMGT IN Gc haceeemeeeeee 2/-+ per hour ...| Dismissed. 


Position. Rate. 


1923. LocomotivEK Brancu, Ratinways—continued, 
18 Sep. | Seekold VANANG = cccssihenerseie cease ....| Boilermakers’ apprentice..| 1/7} per hour ... 
15 ,, | Howarth, Reginald ........ hop tbonsnten Fitters’ apprentice .........| 1/72 per hour ... 
15 ,, | Hankin, James. ............ PUR ACA ede WiGteme SoG vecccse even spent (2 Oe DOL NOUN tin. 
Lops © [eCampbell) Charles: <:.........c0ccsneasntee LB DOULERS, soccer or cdenacemasess 1/7% per hour ... 
PO oye jp wcane: MICHABL ”..5..<.cc.ce-tactomtnenes Moulders’ labourer ......... 1/9 per hour ... 
2 ee Austen, Richard ........... Machine moulder. -| 2/14 per hour ... 
ae %; Bevyerstock, Randolph sacl (ROD) DO Yarewsooac .| 1/2 per hour ... 
eee we rand. Leshe: ......<:.00scsaasasnsecadeeen BIPOMAN i cca reticeeccass cucsines 2/-4 per hour ... 
25 ,, | Walters, William ie Stoxemans anette 1/92 per hour ... 
wee sy) |} OUNeIL James 5.2.0. Boilermaker ...... ea eneih 2/2% per hour .. 
28°, | Paroz, John ....... Fitters’ apprentice ......... 1/34 per hour .. 
28 ,, | Reuban, Joseph ......... Baska cseternarac Wire m AMe osc deaccosavaceones 2/-4 per hour ... 

1923. PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 

23 June: | McMahon, Mark .......<cc0.c.ecesceeeesaee Hethleree cotecests.cec: ...| 1/94 per hour. ...| 
23° 5; PAOLE WES SOMME ©. ors csierecctte scented Hethleng ns mrerteme: scetonnes 1/8} per hour ... 
ee eee HE WVUSON ISAAC: Ie oss. cock ecco ones Hethlerme cee t heen. 1/8% per hour ... 
29° 55 Suttons Clitton’.....ccates- sucess Betclenaccsaraescssnccatartiavs 1/9} per hour ,.. 
Iourye| Scrimshaw, THOMAS. so..siccoedesvessonce Hetoletiendaic tect caaseees: 1/8 per hour ,.. 
2 Alexandop, JAMES c.-2) corsa eee eee HUCUCID ccnpsecaehccd sseacatoves 2/5% per hour ... 
aes Nesrle: Clement) tH. ...) sc isrcescntaenener Ghevkege  ansacens. sus<cetestonn: £301 per annum 
te ss Kamprad, Frederick ................s000. Weighbridge fitter ......... | 2/3% per hour ... 
9) 3, | O'Mara, Matthew’ ..........-ccccessenees Pabourens sac eee. | 1/8} per hour ... 
Te Gee LL e NES. TP MOMSSe.. 624.020 ccaseaacacasser Hetilericc-cactecce seca sescrees | 1/84 per hour ... 
Elie se WeDevenish, James! o...0..cects deencanceaee Sub-Inspector ............... | £366 per annum.. 
Cee Bodmer) Mathiase 0... ..s.ccchsccussse: GAnelra weanee state. leas 1/10? per hour 
Zita ee poAMlezars: ATEHUT...<...cscscdens soecue ack Sub-loreman y7..20....ccc.00e £371 per annum.. 
cy hehe BVCrOlhs Charleston. ae steccced aueta ate HeUuler nc cauieteresaen se 1/8} per hour ... 
en ident Wells: Geange. <r sc.c: co aacrcetecssbisusten Fettler :.... 1/8} per hour ... 
PA Tne Booth, JaMes es wecks.cee ataccneoeaune. Labourer .... 1/7% per hour ... 
Gets Diek yA damil-svs-. c8..ccdr. cotencumenates Yardman 1/72 per hour’... 
cGy Gey Whiter Jamesereeg ccc ossceess recente LAD OUTER tearoascnetsnrecaes | 1/72 per hour ...| 
EE. APH ITTUEE GS cad 3 (cy Chat mcepete et on EES Ma! Ore WOUbleE Ne wec ce cant os oetewcieen | 1/8% per hour ... 
1) Oe Uirwin tStanley. ser ..nscoacategeseets Mettletiisccusasctsss-osoncee oe: | 1/84 per hour ... 
cael, SEED WALA: Wiawcsccecnesaeatedeuticnnes OUGIEL in. nacht esnsteesee once: 1/84 per hour ...| 
Die Margetson, Francis P. | 2/2% per hour ... 
end War Hanrahan, Herbert 1/83 per hour ... 
25, OUD EM alters ese tin seeatocasedeess 1/8 per hour ... 
23) 4 Br yore Wd Witth.cct-ccrctscncswee neceser cers 1/83 per hour ... 
mpepey |) MeGilvray, George: ...:...0celecasessuatee 1/9# per hour ... 
es Murphy, Cleveland V.. ............s0000+ | 1/84 per hour ... 
ie © Woulson) THOMAS <io..cecccoscsscnescees 1/84 per hour ... 
B55 OCS AUTO Gi oon, 28ers na eaten walecostes | 1/84 per hour ... 
ey Greaser): Hd Win Wo) cheartscdeautsc uvecmioan ess 1/8 per hour ... 
Bek, GEGEN I AMES i eaceks cesses cannes docest - 1/94 per hour ... 
G4 Makin Georges ci sccceiee ss Ssanieca mets | 1/11 per hour,., 
9 5; TOSe a IME Hise Mcp is seaterine nae coke « 1/94 per hour ... 
11 oa McGregor, Samuel Ee sh osiccsssccessssce | 1/83 per hour ... 
Me 5 Wailers Herbert) se eters ener cumascacee Fettler .. ..| 1/84 per hour ... 
Ks 35 Anderson, A lived Hew shee ecsige sis cite sclais« Fettler .. | 1/94 per hour... 
13 sCy, Barherw Percy: Grek atesy ives: suecosaceeces Ganger 1/114 per hour... 
ee Up ye UTOlA eA ere Ncine Senacenewte» Fettler | 1/84 per hour ...| 
Lo 35 NUE ES rd OME crete cactisem nesijcinae ste eee Kettler 1/9} per hour ,.. 
LOM 3s MAVGLEIZT ON LOU eptree ay tec das ta conts Structural steelworkers’ 1/0% per hour ... 
apprentice. 
ES ESOL WY SLO eMart ash cs cle cas easier aii Methlere ence ocecscccateeash L/Or Per hour’... 
19 ,;, lane Petar en mae t tots ccc tomosnens. Better cs. chan. ...| 1/84 per hour ... 
19 ,, Oc Regan eliniOt a yrresicscsscccoscsccsesese IM OUULOR epee encn-caactineceees 1/94 per hour ... 
De yy GR LO Lee ee ee Ne ek hnine dace Ganger easccinccsen ueceoon ere 1/10 per hour... 
23 5 Roftey Arthur bontee es. t.sci.%csceuev sas LES A ATS cpp ae Reet | 1/84 per hour ... 
30, Goete Vonny cc ccsescsce eek Serre eee Sub-Inspector ..........--.+- | £381 per annum.. 
1923, TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 
18 May | Stephan, Charles H. .......2csceesseseee | Reliei OF Cetm ccqanessesians £261 per annum | 
ZS: 35 Paton, David ..... CAP BADE NE: OBC RCOROOROATE WP OLUCT M occmhemtinescds cease canine 13/2 per day 
30, vans VWI ATIImes Pe reee so csawe roomates a: | AGUS Sa) A, cal ap aban Mea ae £213 per annum 
gE 5 Wonnelly Harold 3.2) eikecceeeesnesnaess EOLGC Iam cae seine ole ane acaee ae 13/8 per day ... 
Slay, Syphers. UAancelote 1.2.5! ss4.as8caeeeses LUMIOT POLLEL! no .sasasecae 7/1 per day ...... I 
ae 5 Packham, Oswald SUMIOLIPOLLEL) sce acces sans 8/2 per day ...... H 
1 June | McQuirk, Henry O... : IUHLOT PONCE Va veces esr 7/1 per day ...... 
Sie BiyeOtty WIGHATAN ta. ceces fate wc sar daseesnone: MUON POLteMMN) srretes es -<- 7/1 per day ...... 
Ges; Westonss Reginald: +2... .c:.sssngestiss WOrbery mat e.uscasnsieeccseea sls 14/2 per day ... 
ZO 3 Belcher, CHarles) sda. seecease adeeanenee- GUArdie ns een eect ree | 16/8 per day 
26 5, INGWeWilliaa, wccuccracteneoccrmoneee ean Gatekeeper’ ........0000c000 13/2 per day 
26) 5, Mermario, JOSeph) Gucs.seuesicdiserecseaa.,. Guardia eae ent acs aoe 17/2 per day ... 
26 5, TSINbI CE, NUE GUIDE Seaeas eeate eee nanernne Gane Kee helms scda2 maess 40/- and 10/- 
rent per week. 
Ee; Cotterill, Frederick ............64. aie: Porters (ances coe scsesserseseds 13/8 per day 
Pash age ROWE bist SID OSM crac dee sane omadestelteasitas Leadjng porter............... 14/2 per day ... 
Bors. MEDIC RHaT OMG Wr ceacees race. canoes antdetes Lad gatekeeper ............ 7/1 per day ...... 
Pee he event ON eee eee emcasaete, vata thy hee ve Porbertercrsces tot eee ae 13/2 per day . 
30, LORE EYES fee actos oe corer eee: Nightroficermmntts test £261 per annum 
30, Hudson, Alexander ........... ae en (CLUE fo Ie Se erdcindags Aa Caaea anor 15/8 per day 
Sey, Golionp Blizam orc vavc cats. s0c cates cuite: Gatekeeper ....0.1..0-Raccee 47/6 per week 
and quarters. 
30 5, Matthews,c Alice’, j....2.0.s...lacsvadeweres Gatekeepers sone eece: 12/- per week 
and quarters. 
0%, Wilcox, Farnham POEGOIM  geetanece re emt oaee 13/8 per day 
1 July | Horne, Hector L. Adult shunter <.!):2.34c4-00. 14/8 per day 
mI A Smith, Llewellyn NichtjOfficer) (s.7......c00 £261 per annum 
Sa Cross, Winifred Gatekeeper sas steccseece-c 4/6 and 10/- rent 
per week. 
5o ss MeWonaldsHaroldicer. «catenins: Lad gatekeeper ............ 5/9 per day ...... 
Bi» 35 Foran, Sidney ............. POrterabere sateen eee ee 13/8 per day 
Loathe Hannan, William A. Porter ..| 13/2 per day ... 
Las Martin, Eugene R. ..........00.- Set SUNIOM POLLED «sou eee eee 5/9 per day ...... 
6 Brooks, Mary .oc..02.5.060s et ahs GateKe@pen i cortes.cccces eee 19/- and 10/- 
rent per week. 
Cw, PEOUMeC ss SANE tc.. t echo tastecwier sets POLbERR cc cccesv assent 14/2 per day 
6, Marheines ROY, .ccJcncscnevegeitestt asa. Junioneporter! Yy.cser ate 9/11 per day 
LiGus ss Berthold, Cornelius: ........ssessseueesss JUMIOMPONLCM ane deade nade sae 8/2 per day ...... 
Me fo ap Valse Mianrain sen co ee Gatekespent....crtvc.-corcs: 19/- per week 
and quarters. 
eas Garroll, Margareti...:.<co:.css0s heehee: Gatekeeper; a.sces0. cca: 14/6 per week ... 
Sig ts Murmerskenry Oy) yo. ctscccecssestee es. Junior porter: .............-- 7/1 per day ...... 
8 5; ewis Bilston Mol 2 lon.c.,0..ccecceneiedtec. Gatekeepens pmo cce cee. 4/6 per week and 
quarters. 
10 ,, Weight. Charles Ey .....-.cecescsetstese POVbermes aces harsccactaeacect 13/2 per day 
2a; MELO me ECOLUIG CAS: We vipat cvs cna souene cere Seeks POrtetieme cascesscosere seco 14/2 per day ... 
il ,, Cox, Adolphus C. ..... Junior porter ........... AAT per dayace.s.. 
a are PROMpSON, Richard! .7....cscecseeeostoes INU OL POLLED Saceactnn soe 0s 5/9 per day ...... 
TL Hladscoy (este: Oe 5. cacccsccncsueeeneeeate Porherprenacstshacee cers. cves 13/8 per day ... 
13, McDougall, William J. .............0.66. POLLOVM oae ict ee he aaenek 13/8 per day ... 
13 ,, Tindall; Alan: C.°:.i..... eer cor ocr Junior POrter® .¢..0...0000000 5/9 per day ...... 
15 ,, Dallas, John............ GuATCiny. ses Rest corse eter. 16/8 per day ... 
Le 5s Phillips, Anna J... Gatekeeper Gia Ak --<creece 12/- per week 
and quarters. 
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{ 
Date. | Name. Position, Rate. 
1923. TRAFFIC BRANCH, RAILWAYS—continued. 
17 July { Robbs, Charles” ............2: et aR .., Leading porter...... 14/2 per day Resjgned. 
13 ,; Acland); SAMUEl eo. s.s.ceccasaserrse erase | Night @iiicer’ .F..5.cct shee £286 per annum | Dismissed. 
18 5; Halloran; Pattick® Sy. .ccecssscscetrses csee t POELERY Ee ontan Lacan cawceeoneent 13/2 per day .,.| Retired. 
18 ,, | wlarris, (George (cto viecscteee | Sigma iMGal, 22S. senccwwters 14/8 per day Dismissed. 
DS an Powell, TEV DETb Es eesscciee cs caters cece ese | Junior porter ............... 9/11 per day Dismissed. 
19 ,;, Dean, Robert ....... Porter 13/2 per day ...| Resigned. 
20s Maxwell, Hector D. Porter 13/2 per day Dismissed. 
GEN. Scanes, Frederick Stationmaster ............... £331 per annum | Deceased. 
| and quarters. 
23 eas Christies Camppell Wes isnc..sceerenessorctes | Stationmaster ..,............ £291 and £40) Retired. 
| rent per annum. 
23°95), sy Leludevres cm psOn cous steenarepiecass nest WOTLEM Gch esvieeckssteeeeeee 13/8 per day Resigned. 
24 =, “| Hergusons Robert 7. -5..-.ceersessdeee | Tarpaulin repairer ......... 16/2 per day Retired. 
4 a, Bdstein SE TiCvA Sy acces smesmancecinsns cscs | DiMIOT POrber vy... eccctecens 9/11 per day Resigned. 
Za | Williams lac kiecscasessesscucheceerousees MOVER arn tetenuceacetet oer: £226 per annum | Resigned. 
05. 3...) a Conlson wRobent seems neemeen ee eens ane | COOMBE ate Mca Menace ase 15/8 per day Deceased. 
2G mae. Tennant; Sarah’ cuamceerssseceradseoen nce. | GOLERCBDeL 0. Ss cseassncere 4/6 per week Resigned. 
| and quarters. 
26.3; Case, ATthUL &.. sscteeccusssseseoneeartee| UPR ULOLUNOSDERIC, ss ocoraste £368 and £50) Retired. 
| rent per annum. 
26 .,,. | Poidevinselenry Jct, sass cvmedeeeciuepness AOWIESHUNECL SEicsctss senses 14/8 per day Deceased. 
2a Ss Waters. Herbert WD unscecsccsemerrcencee POTER (oe tectum tecate Cone 13/8 per day Resigned. 
30°; Williams; Solomon .ic..-ccecseccocensnetee| MOUMELOT MOORES hye er ures sere U/A per Gay 2... Resigned. 
a oe. Byrnes sRobert Miscese-cnsce ones CNG ete metrics coer £301 per annum | Retired. 
SL meas Schmeer, Margareticccescusensteieestaeree | GQRDEREODER | oonstcteccostanee 4/6 per week Retired. 
and quarters. 
1 Aug.) Reid) William A. (cccssescesetscsesensss5] Junior porter ee ees 3/ll yer day ...| Resigned. 
oe. BOehimMe | GeOrgel eacwves scene Meceecene eee POTEET a ctecssunae sceeeseneeey 13/8 per day Resigned. 
Ce =, iMiveyomwialter wisccctesececemeasheaneeeren | Night officer £261 per annum | Dismissed. 
4 Barrette OHM A swe psariews otacpanenes Junior porter 3/11 per day Resigned. 
Oar. IWEvTe oe MO deeidion  Guaddeonangeandcsacads POPUL A eect aeet ones 13/8 per day Resigned. 
6.4; Williams, SOLOMON | ...ceequsessm sess sees Junior porter 7/1 per day Resigned. 
a Smith woObn Ms mace cos teatastetaeeaeee Adult shunter 14/8 per day Resigned. 
Co Allen, sCharles tcc. wer anceeteonetocscscnsss | Adult shunter 14/8 per day ...| Resigned. 
1L0/2;,0 dieCarter.tithel Vise saen cc eeneceiancke ness | Statekeeper 25.00. .tescessecn 4/6 per week and| Resigned. 
| quarters. 
ie 45 Kennedy, thomas Ji. cessereceeaccner ence Clark Geet aaeoetaceecoonen ete £261 per annum | Retired. 
3) ee Day, William Jietecsessceteseeeees eee GARY 5s cchusae techwensonente 16/8 per day Deceased. 
14, Mason, Norbert. :ci.cenreves-csnceemenence SUMO ICLELK 2) ocecttsscoesstos £103 per annum | Resjgned. 
ile Be Rae ‘Barling Pred exi@k: (ce) -.enes-seneete es ae Stationmaster .............., £331 and £50) Retired. 
rent per annum. 
5s Wilson; GeOTes mace deneutenecimnntcnieetiee er ie tececten nant cttiicies ieee £341 per anunm | Resigned. 
155-0. a Rulers Reginald ace. castes enoenenees Junior Porter €h..2..st... 3/11 per day ...| Resigned. 
15a) Navarre, Margaret njs.- oi scsneaneomaese | Office cleaner ............... 36/6 per week ...| Retired. 
U5 gl) Owens Sydney. Bait romecsaemanserenaeeeeaer | OTC os acl anesomsoptiemclenanse £301 per annum | Dismissed. 
16 ©; Wl @armichael, Mand Gai co. causes | GaheKeeper -s:0 ee 4/6 per week and| Resigned. 
| quarters. 
16) o5. Corcoran, JON sence ccceccesseeneesace AIM OF WOLUCT eanuee ses wees 8/2 per day ...... Deceased. 
LG iees Gtubbs. Cecile tasccceeeceeeceenmerneanate (TALEKEEDON: 4 osc ae stvece deren: 13/2 per day Resigned. 
7s Porterfield, Mervyn ... Adult shunter 14/8 per day ,..| Resigned. 
7s @ant, Kiabe j-csesces sectors sree seeteccenste GALeKeeMel cscnaencearcssten: 4/6 and 10/-rent| Retired. 
| per week. 
Abr 5 INS STE MAUR SEONG © coonauddananadeonousiic i 2yumior porter fy -peessesce es 7/1 per day ...... Resigned. 
The 3 Warren, JOSCpN ..-.-+..4.-.eeesacetecwesee | Head Morher! Ccisee teense | 16/2 per day ...| Retired. 
D1 5, | Pearson, Ha ward.c...-..ccesseaneseulnsion | SUBIOT POTECL 60.2... .cnvens 7/1 per day....... Resigned. 
21 4, | Sheldrick, Jan@ ..--+sseeseeereseeeneerenes | GALOKGEDER. ‘nostiscesecssasee: 4/6 per week and| Retired. 
| | quarters. | 
22) 4, 4) Bellingham, Alberts So.cecessnmeceeeenen: (RAULGKEEDCL ..chcaccectsetneres 18/2 per day ...| Retired. 
PRA 5 Kennedw, Thomaci dic) ses ceceteer ee: UCT ee aca scuseaesneweccsess £261 per annum | Retired. 
2D, We Martin,.J Ol O srescnee- conse teecnee cece | Stationmaster ............... £291 per annum) Retired, 
| | and quarters, 
25 si a) Hagleya Charles essneenesesusse screener TAMMION MOOLLEM euaseeeeseece =: 5/9 per day...... Resigned. 
O75) aN ATTOW. WATIIC uerepeees sexeseeaeeease tone GBVEKCEDED sedtccscrecopnaey : 4/6 per week and! Resigned. 
quarters. 
2855, we Kirkman) Oswald) ge ecnsscceenetcreracs: | NVODE OLGen  aeacsers seca nc £261 per annum | Deceased. 
OS oem) oa kemanse Ont uererts. smceeaecenbee meee | Gatekeeper ..............06-. 13/2 per day ...| Retired. 
29° ,, | Qitinn, Mary .2o..5.c0c-soccmnsmmensn seas | Giitekeeper ......cctceseses0s 13/-perweekand| Resigned, 
| ‘ | quarters. 
294, | Walker, Johanna: caresses sc -nneseemeceen Gatekeeper occas seceseee st 14/6 per week ...'| Resigned. 
30 ,, | Mitchell, Harold C. Ci UULAUCGL encase tuieateree gureie aie eels 16/2 per day Resigned. 
Oty. | Tlavne, Theodore Bel As Oe a eiciama £226 per annum | Retired. 
Biot) Ih dicubateints Nalevlole Ny aoscunacanssan sc0nuuncec Porters wt. ce 13/2 per day Resiened, 
ol 5; I Rint gyi OG snbapdocianduncunoasLe coovbaces 7 Tlunior clerk —\... th shows eoner £185 per annum | Resigned. 
1 Sept. | McBurney, Norman ........-eeseeeeeees PNULOT PORLEL csstatersselses GAL DEL OA = s.a0,- | Resigned, 
1 ,, Price, Reginald .......ssceceeeeeeecesees: Leading porter ..).......6 14/2 per day ...| Dismissed. 
Pe | SIMU Aol chee nansccodctinaptoccudcdh nus PORTLET shvcn.acas ars presets oa 13/8 per day Dismissed. 
19; el Rields William, Bimcereeccnce: TN OREGE: “ciasicsivaye eeicbieice steelers: 13/8 per day ...| Dismissed. 
1 Evendin, Iiuther ............. AROLDGE nesiee sue sciteseptms. 13/8 per day ...| Dismissed. 
1 ss Assimus, MervyN...........+05+ I Mabe Tee Weaneeadsgatueaoad 13/8 per day ...| Dismissed. 
93 0) arelay, Allen By enc.-csecc Junior porter 7/1 per day .| Resigned. 
5 ;, |) Mortimer: Bromma, ectr-ceseosennass (Ein) 21ES WO Bonne eiauan daemons 33/- per week] Deceased. 
and quarters. 
6 ,, Nicholson; GeOLse eesscoceseaenseceeacene Gatekeeper ...:....... cece 14/2 per day Retired. 
6 Roach, JQHN ....6.cc2ssececceserseepineonte DUMIONICIOEK cevenmoiteleinses us £103 perannum | Resigned. 
Sass Nightingale, Charles 5.....8..c.esnessnn- (CHGS sO Srasanpodddagapadancbut £301 per annum | Resigned. 
823; Dwyer; Leslie Vis we swnseaneceies soheeer bec AMARC 4 Loree Ree atisincastsees 15/8 per day Dismissed. 
Sys Cusack.Allen Mi, i l-cseearet cmon DUTBOTOMUEL siwesseonsscess 7/1 per day ......| Resigned. 
Daa. TONES. ETANCIA Bae ae coeeeech ea epeesnnans GAG? GLE acd gecnins ca eterl £123 perannum | Resigned. 
LOTS IANGETSON,VASHICY. ceser sere cence AAUDVOL sPOREGL oe went cates vento 2/11 per day ...| Resigned. 
LO es Ulrich? Gordon’ heeaevessesnsaeeeeecneneee SUNIOL: POLbEL 2. .450045. vo, O/T per Way... Resigned. 
ibe DOWNEY, JOSEP cccsvcre rises vesiswainecnecar PIOHSL MIO. ooo. ons te eeievens 18/2 per day Retired. 
JO BailcyvAlbertiNh. jossseceecteeeec mes VAUUT POLveL casceseseeseeks 5/9 per day ...... Resigned. 
Les) Mitchells Maroldiesarnnct aes teemenseeneners AOUATE 9 eT ren cs cmos eset seen 16/2 per day ...| Resigned. 
oes Blake; Harriet. eiiccc sce sseeeuce es enens GAtCKEEPeL cui cesn enon se eens 4/6 per week and} Resigned. 
: quarters. 
dois Makin, Selina, «o.seeeo nese Gatekeeper iiscicskseeteaeee 14/6 per week ...) Resigned. 
AB Gs Kenny) Walia gcse. os ceive oaeinrocian ste PUMIOT POLLEL oo. ese sees ec nes 5/9 per day ...... Resigned. 
hoe, Dotan, Brancis) Weresscceees WOSLCE a ice asian tveste ucaten 12/5 per day Resigned. 
Gps Woods, Fanny ...... WGLEMUANNE ston tebe Seu eeaeee 26/9 per week ...| Resigned. 
er Dempster, Gilbert ............. DAWMMON HOTEET Vics. siaeun cee 5/9 per day ...... Resigned, 
iY Ee Johnston, Herminnice Gatekteper Uivieesceswsseneed 4/6 per week and| Retired. 
quarters. 
20. Bonner PIOLEUCE: Paceeevscs tere ceatect RATE KCEDET! Cacw ne tsesirenaihie 22/- per week ...| Retired, 
on ae Radwards. Percival) .cccss<scsseechasersones FUNTION POLLEN Vises ersvescee 9/11 per day Dismissed. 
Pile Pritchard, Rrnest J. JUNIOL POrter ...........50-- 5/2-per day ...... Pismissed. 
A Peng Champion, Walter ® cescccs.cctoonasen nicer PUMOPL POLLEL aces ceeeescepue Mf DEL IAN fences Resigned. 
oo ae Rush, Haroid ......... ete ROC ES WUNIOTPOLUCT  ceecerseacssase T/ IV pera ny, sie. Resigned. 
Oo ane Thurston, Timothy BORUGY\o. cccureataraab cee easen 13/8 per day ...| Resigned. 
Pe Stamford, Annie ..........60. Gatekeeper ..........s..eeee 14/@ per week ...| Resigned. 
5 ae Ewings, Leslié  ....:....006% DUWOT POLLOT Vics spe asane an 4/7 perday ...| Resigned. 
25 3, Beater, John POLED | o....eeeeseveenecegees 14/2 per day ...| Resigned. 
DF ie Moodie, Stuart....... Junior porver ...........00. 7/1 per daw 3... Resigned. 
AW figs Neville. Thomas J. PUMIOL Porber .i).0k eevee eat 4/7 per day ......| Resigned. 
26) 3; Banham. Frederick Junior porter .......:. 4/7-per day ...... Resigned. 
29 Flayne, Charies eacsiersd stares Meta) POV SOT | for gewcss secs scenes TASES 13/8 per day ...| Rengned. 
30 ,, Cowiey, Aubrey, R. ........ dcenecagcaese Junior porter ..............., 9/11 perday ...| Deceased, 
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Carter, John..... 
Jones, James 


Roberts, Richard ..,..,.. 
Morrant, William J, 
Harvey, Charles J. ,,.,....00-+. Gsasovaeure 
Boanlony EBrold | ycssrsecteoucatier ne: 


Bemples JOHN s.cnsneacrseceensn teats 


Casserley. Hileen DF j.sccoseseercvcderes 
PINE Mark: Mik stmacsuesaeaconi re et 
EDN TL AT yA OIL A ioreiecsiin wre clenomnabaciae eres 
Nicholas, Adrian 


Bee eee eee Fee eeeennecsees 


TRAPEIC BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 


Hratlen Md wards luer.. vacsdecceaystecsecsate: 
aGKery PCrchyal) Wiener csccecsceuseaccers 
Ryan, Francis V. 
Walker, Gearge ".....-... Boosnanden 
Spiller, John Bi. vccs.sne nastics ue aka 
ERY MON Gs SONMM sysey ce etestnecdsconsen ce: 
Ogilvie, John M..... Saati’ osklalcneeauaes 
McCarthy, Austin 
PEGALGS PLONTYAG 2 cuans ast cos cness dies ahure ne 
Wolkowsky, Cezar oe 
Courname, John P. 
Witchard. Viviall Rie saccsscstsssersorens 
PTIVOUT SY CYTE VIC cneiorisieaieneisammcdoct ence 
Elliott, George J. 
SREVNOLOS; TICE Wir cessecccedootnwesnchcns. 
Paul, Albert 
Boleat, Yves C. 
MASON WILIGIN: Sam erenetcdeseciessartienscn’ 
Brown, George J. 
Wright, Edward S. 
DorrehoAlired  Wartesrccsutiasscveerseaks 
Reid, James 
CuMMIMNs 5 NOMA teas das ovsaceseccnes 
Fraser, Cecil 
Trott, William 
Blackman, Arthur W. 
Cordell, Athol V. 
Samuelson ALthur vi. css. vec cersevescines 
Lovern, William 8. 
Kellaway, William P, 
Scott, John D. 
Chambers, Norman 
NICOUS,, VinCeNt di, inertccsen seen nnnavaes 
Surenne, Arthur 
Mudiman, Ernest 
Inglis, Robert A. 
IBIPSO sD OM Omir caeentccanadecsderenn. anne ves 
Molloy, Victor F. 
Regan Ampoee Uae eccir cciusias sisters icin toteserie 
Volkerts, James W, 
Schwarze, Albert P. 
Mark, Henry 
Rose, Hector C. ...... 
Richards, Reginald T. 
DONNA NS HPCCETICN cose recenecsyencnsose mc 
SGatprees VOSCPHIS <ccces.nescscnee sts : 
Rayner, Edgar L. ... 

Miller, Thomas 
Scott, Frederick 
Ringstad, Clement O. 
Carter, George I. 
Rayson, Sidney 
Krantz, Sam 
Glenday, David 
Ogier, Edwin F. ...... 
Bonnar, James — 
BING VCARCCLANL am cceneoveea cr omonver ten 
CECEN RIBS, Rocoeicegocnaseaposancsadt 
BOVIED SIGUEY: siscsecemsasdeecesivcn: reer | 
Connors: WANS Soa se scceceasessenne pret 
UGA T HOTDASIS saw ar sepiiset)slanivsouruvenisins 


mel 


ELECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 


Abberton, Victor 
Harman, Wallace 
Cargill, Reginald 
Smith, Sydney 

McGee, George Rh. ........ a 
MEMES, JUCSIIGHAS see shcnecabinseneent eas: 
Moir, John 
MUIK Os CROOLLE onciecccesvsccoscsserds selene 
Carmichael, Alfred 
DMMAM, Harry ECs cz sccosss ovine <0 toncnmnis 
Hale, Harold atoauins es 
Mason, Ernest 
Smith, Frederick G.S. 
Smith, Edmund L. P. 
O’Brien, Frederick C. 
Blake, Alfred E. 
Jackson, Strachan 
Durrington, Horace C. 
Keddie, George .... 

Hisher don Bit aix.s asec 
Baker, Thomas E.. .......... 
Jefferson, Trevor W. ....... 
Sheehan, Frederick T. 
Toohey, Vincent .............. 


| prentice. 


| Cleaner 


Position, 


| Rate. 


SIGNALLING BRANCH. 


Signal Erector’s assistant 
Carpenter’ <i .cicversesee cred 
Railway electrician 
PIMSMDIGIN we. ee evens seicen > 
TAMGSM Ae fe cee wade 
Wistbenmrna ocean case tec 
GCarpentere® ioc.carvcrccacvaves 
Point cleaner 


Fitter’s laborer 
Senior shift electrician ... 
TTIMIMEBV sce cccnesse tee enacen 
Probaploney f,fvnavdhcctens 


4th class storeman ......... 


GENERAL BRANCHES, 


eel WD ISUC ccashssrntedecsat sins got 
Messenger 
Clerk 
(iG, _GareeGentgeonenonancands 


CONGWCCOD Ue. .nasteceecances 
@ondcbortacassnacsncee cs oe 
ComductoOrs.. cece nsececcvers 


Conductor.. i 
Electrie driver 


Cond uebor canescens vies 
Electric driver % 
Conductor....... ne 
Conductor aveossesee cecsese ns 
CORAUCCOL i eeravscs snceceetelss 
Conducbor scan calasrsnecetts< 
Fitters’ apprentice ......... 
Titters’ apprentice ......... 
COnGiTEbOr ae. svente weve 
Conductor.. 
Conductor.. 
Conductor.. 
CONGUCHODN he eerrcccne amnesia 
Gonducborase topcase sseccerts 
Sign-on clerk 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Conductor 
Signalman 
CONAWCbORaccsssecrieesssaeas 
Ledger clerk 
Car builder 

Cond wetory. snc veescatanes 
Conductors crc ccs ceeseaes 
Motor cleaner . 
Conductor wewvcasers a3 
District Superintendent ... 
Clerk 


Conductor........ 
Electric driver ats 
CONGUCEOTY. Mace cetensaeeceee nels 
Clo oranencensatucesclecisiessinecte ts 


Conductorrarssekeanotes ss 
CONGWetOresacapeniecccdestece 
Conductor... 
Conductor... 
Sandman ... 
CONAUCTOT cess aledree at 
Plectric driver 
CONMUCTOTH i wcagencastocecs 
COMMU EGOT er. Sancrachecs soars 
Shed chargeman 


Clea nie tome ccce ower ere seers son 
Cleaner ecawecescvenscndeecees 
Cleaners pecsseeca tae Creeeos 
Cleanentecrcncdicctoccsss edges 
Cleaneritait: ncscsmeassserewes 
(OTe Wie) oe san unelsponaenoodcubenl) 
Gleaner Acetate ccsse spitsicas sa 
Boilermakers’ helper ...... 
Clea NER caso ccasisccsnsinae sales se 
CleaAMent Tava uscsscasea states bee 
CLG ATC Reason cece aero sce Ck soe 
GQlEAN ERs teke adeesnsmeice sche 
Cleamormssenusceste vest corcce sels 
Sub-foreman 
Ash trimmer 
Turners’ apprentice 
Sub-foreman 


' Cleaner 

Cleaner 
| Cleaner sees 
| Electrical mechanics’ ap- 


1/9} per hour ... 
2/2 per hour 
117/- per week 
1/114 per hour 
1/10% per hour 
2/3% per hour ... 
2/2 per hour .., 
1/8} per hour ... 
1/03 per hour ... 


ELECTRICAL BRANCH, RAIAVAYS. 


1/9% per hour ... 
2/54 per hour ... 
1/94 per hour ... 
1/2¢ per hour iS 


STORES BRANCH, RAILWAYS. 


1/9% per hour ... 


£142 per annum 
5/9 per day 
£481 per annum 
£211 per annum 


1/114 per hour... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour.... 
L/LO per hour’ 2... 
41/10 per hour ... 
1/114 per hour... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hout ... 
1/10 per hour «.. 
1/114 per hour... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour... 
1/10 per hour ... 
£128 per annum 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/114 per hour... 
1/10 per hour >.. 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/72 per hour ... 
1/3% per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
L/XO per hours... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/84 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
1/10 per hour ... 
2/2% per hour ... 
1/11% per hour... 
£241 per annum 
2/47) per hour... 
1/102 per hour... 
1/102 per hour... 
1/82 per hour ... 
1/114 per hour... 
£581 per annum 
£301 per annum 
1/10% per hour... 
8/6 per week ... 
1/114 per hour... 
1/114 per hour... 
2/08 per hour ... 
1/114 per hour... 
£301 per annum 
1/114 per hour 
1/114 per hour... 
1/114 per hour... 
1/11§ per hour... 
1/114 per hour... 
1/8 per hour ... 
1/114 per hour... 
2/08 per hour ... 
1/112 per hour... 
1/114 per hour... 
£273 per annum 


1/23 per hour ... 
112d. per hour.... 
112d. per hout.... 
1/12 per hour ... 
1/1¢ per hour ... 
1/4 per hour ... 
Tid. per hour .. 

1/92 per hour ... 
1/13 per hour ... 
74d. per hour ... 
92d. per hour ... 
1/1i% per hour... 
Tid. per hour ... 
1/72 per hour ... 
1/1} per hour ... 
£378 per annum 

1/10 per hour ... 
1/73 per hour... 

£376 per annum.. 
1/1} per hour ... 
1/12 per hour ... 
112d. per hour ... 
112d. per hour ... 
1/33d. per hour. 


Remarks. 


— 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Dismissed, 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Resigned, 


Resigned, 
Retired, 

Discharged, 

Resigned. 


Resigned, 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 

Resigned. 


(Tnstitute.) 

(Institute.) 
(Statistical Bureau.) 

(Statistical Bureau.) 


Dismissed, 
Resigned. 
Dismissed 
Dismissed 
Deceased. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Resigned, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Discharged, 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Xesigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged, 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Deceased, 
Retired. 
Deceased. 
Dismissed, 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned, 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Retired. 
Deceased, 
Resigned. 
Resigned, 
Retired. 
Resigned, 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Resigned, 
Resigned, 
Retired, 


Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Dismissed, 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Discharged. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Discharged. 
Discharged. 
Resigned. 
Resigned. 
Retired. 
Dismissed. 
Retired. 
Resigned. 
Discharged, 
Retired. 
Dismigsed. 
Discharged. 
Dismissed. 
Dismissed. 
Discharged. 


Ea eee 
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Date. | Name, Position. Rate. Remarks. 

1923. ELECTRICAL BRANCH, TRAMWAYS—conlinued, 
14 Aug. | Simpson, Arthur W. .....ccesesesseerenee PULHOT a iites caecadbe never nedes | 2/3} per hour ...! Retired. 
15 ,, | McPhee, George TL. wesesceesecseceseeess TUnIOT WAVOTER c.asce.esceeee | 103d. per hour... Resigned. 
16a Daly VON) Gactewcssamlacateacnses ster saans ClOameh sak. cnsteasgetemeueetes? 1/12 per hour ...| Resigned. 
WA ony | Treharne, Eric W. .......sssseeeereeeeeee QGRTOP IE sake cdesere | 11$d. per hour... Resigned, 
23,4, | McCarthy, JoWM .......seeeeseeeeeeeeeeeees Night supervisor | 2/64 per hour ...| Retired. 
24 ,, -| Davoren, GOIMMOS i eoatecsedeasasarsmanensses Electrical mechanics’ ap-| 1/7% per hour ...| Discharged. 

prentice. 

DI Colquhoun, Robert veeveseeeeerereeeeees Electrical junior 1/4 per hour...... Discharged. 
29S. MumeiGrd; TEAaG Mirvccneccsccisuse se seceewaes WICAMET eases: cetanst 112d. per hour ...! Resigned. 
Lees Ord VAL Per bail cmeeemencatiecniens ce tonss b CLCAMOT cosctetincsspe a naaseeeene | 1/1% per hour ...| Resigned. 

1 Sep. | Carter, JAMES Cy veceeessscseeseeeeeereeees CG aneEReS secncccscesaeoeecens 7id. per hour ...| Resigned. 

8 e: Wilks, WilTa MSO een tes ses cecieee acl tinecs 1) GHOATIOT Crear noc sisitwisine temeselter 1/73 per hour ...| Resigned. 

1923 PERMANENT WAY BRANCH, TRAMWAYS. 

OApr, a McCarthy, Walliaii Se scwensness arses ss HMDOTEM evcmestearcsestsanee 1/81 per hour ...| Discharged. 
24 July | Murray, Joseph ...........seceseseseeoeee UD OONGT matraniiensea ac oteltaee cat 1/8 per hour ...| Deceased. 
29), | Joyce, Richard ....ceeseeeesesseveverseees MS DOREL aie aeaciaestgeanisesinste 1/8 per hour ...| Deceased. 
15 Aug. | Franklin, David ..............-...-s0sss00 IUADOLET peevcasicavcnenteteees 1/8% per hour ...| Resigned. t 
16, 4 Smith: eslie Igo. .eacaennece ames DAWOLEL T Uscsccegeeastedencsss 1/84 per hour ..., Dismissed, , 
23.4, | Bulloch, Robert ..........se.ssseeeseeeeeee Fettler 1/8 per hour ...| Resigned. 
31 os | Remiry, Charles H.  ........cseseeeoeeees Laborer | 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned. 

QSep. o NEWMany RIChSrd she scdecsscaesencesses Laborer ..| 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned. ; 
Saas; el OULSON VATURTIT: aiacesaeecue acseciene nears Laborer ..| 1/84 per hour ...| Dismissed. 
Hy aA Moore, Charles” Seccccaaecssueescnsiontas: Fettler 1/84 per hour ...| Resigned. : 

ed 
[ls. 1d.] Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NW SOUTH WALES 


RAILWAYS. 


(AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NEW REDHEAD ESTATE AND COAL COMPANY, LIMITED, AND THE 
RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS RESPECTING THE ADAMSTOWN TO BELMONT RAILWAY.) 


* 


Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 26 September, 1923. 


Latp on Table in compliance with a request by one of the Honorable Members 
for Parramatta, Mr. J. T. Lang. 


AGREEMENT made the 29th day of January 1919 between Tuz New Repueap EstatTr anp Coal Company 
Lruirep (hereinafter referred to as the Company) of the one part and Rattway CoMMISSIONERS FOR 
New Sourn Wates a body corporate created under or by virtue of the provisions of the Government 
Railways Act 1912 as amended by the Government Railways (Amendment) Act 1916 (hereinafter 
referred to as the Commissioners) of the other part. 

Whereas the Company is the owner of the Railway from Adamstown to Belmont constructed under 
and in pursuance of the Redhead Coal Mine Railway Act of 1883 and the Redhead Railway Act 
Amendment Act of 1889 and Whereas it is desirable that mutual arrangements should be entered into 
upon the terms hereinafter mentioned for the control cf the traffie over the said railway during the currency 
of this Agreement Now these present Witness that the parties hereto mutually agree as follows :— 

1. The Company shall make no charge for the use of its line by the Commissioners and will at all 
times during the continuance of this Agreement at its own expense subject to the terms of 
clause 2 hereof maintain and keep its said Railway and also the bridges gates fences and all other 
works that are now or hereafter during the continuance of this Agreement may be erected on 
the said line or adjacent thereto in good order and repair and should the same or any part 
thereof be allowed to fall into disrepair or should the line be by any means unsafe or unfitted 
for traffic then the Cemmissioners are hereby empowered to make all necessary repairs and to 
retain the costs thereof from moneys that may be due or thereafter payable to the Company or 
thereafter in the possession of the Commissioners but should the costs retained as aforesaid or 
the moneys in the possession of the Commissioners not be sufficient to mect such costs as aforesaid 
ther any additional costs and expenses shall be payable by the Company and shall be a debt 
pwyable by them ori demand and for the purposes of this clause the said railway or the said bridges 
gates and fences and other works shall be deemed to be unfitted for traffic and in disrepair only 
when the said Company shall fail to make good any wants of repair as aforesaid within a 
reasonable time of specific notice being given by the Commissioners and received by the Company 
Any loss or damage arising or sustained by the Commissioners indirectly or directly through 
failure to maintain any portion of the said railway and works in connection therewith in good 
order and repair shall be borne by the said Company. 

2. The Commissioners shall maintain in proper order and condition and when necessary provide and 
renew all signals interlocking gear and electrical safe working appliances and the cost thereof 
as certified by the Signal Engineer for the time being of the Commissioners shall be paid by the 
Company to the Commissioners on demand or may be deducted by the Commissioners from any 
moneys that may be due or thereafter payable to the Company or thereafter in the possession 
of the Commissioners. Provided however that before carrying out any of the works under this 
clause the Commissioners may require the Company to deposit with them the estimated cost of 
same or to give such other security as may appear to them necessary or desirable. 

3. The said Commissioners shall have full and absclute control of the traffic over the said Railway 
during the currency of this Agreement and shall apon the terms and conditions hereinafter 
mentioned but subject to the provisions of the preceding clauses supply all rolling stock (coal an 
ballast wagons excepted) and supply and appoint all officers servants and other employees 

_ hecessary for the proper conduct over the said railway. 
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4, The Commissioners shall keep proper and sufficient Books of Account and all other books 
necessary for the effective working and supervision of the whole of the traffic of the said railway 
and shall at all times permit such books to be inspected dudited and copies or extracts taken 
therefrom by the Company. 

5. The Commissioners shall during the currency of this Agreement and while the line shall be in good 
order repair and condition maintain a passenger service over the said railway of at least three 
trains per week day each way if deemed necessary by the parties hereto and at times to be mutually 
agreed upon and shall run passenger trains on Sundays and extra passenger trains for week days 
when called upon by the Public and deemed necessary by the parties hereto and tickets shall 
be issued subject to the Commissioners’ Regulations and the Company’s Regulations for the 
time being in force at all issuing stations on the Commissioners’ lines to all stations on the 
Company’s line and from all issuing stations on the Company’s line to all stations on the 
Commissioners’ lines and the fares te be charged for First Single, First Return, Second Single, 
and Second Return tickets shall be the Company’ s mileage fares for the distance travelled on 
the Company’s line added to the rate to or from Adamstown on the Commissioners’ lines. The 
fares eolicoueds in respect of First Single, First Return, Second Single, and Second Return tickets 
and Excess Fare Receipts for the distance travelled over the Government lines shall be retained 
in full by the Commissioners and the fares coliccted in respect of First Single, First Return, 
Second Single, and Second Return tickets aud Excess Fare Receipts for the distance travelled 
over the Company’ s line shall be divided between the Commissioners and the Company subject 
nevertheless to the terms of clause 7 hereof in the proportion of 35 per cent. to the Commissioners 
and 65 per cent. to the Company. : 

6. Workmen’s Weekly Tickets and Suburban Excursion Tickets will be issued subject to the 
Commissioners’ Regulations and the Company’s Regulations for the time being in force between 
stations on the Commissioners’ lines and stations on the Company’s line and will be charged at 
the through rates published in the Commissioners’ By-laws for the time being in force for the 
total distance and the Commissioners shall be entitled to the proportion for the nuleage travelled 
on their lines plus 50 per cent. of the mileage proportion of the fares in respect of the distance 
travelled over the Company’s line at the rates chargeable in May 1918 and the Company shall 
be entitled to the balance of the fure subiect nevertheless to the terms of clause 7 hereof. 

7. In the event of any increase being made upon any of the fares chargeable in June 1918 pursuant 
to By-law No. 518 the apportionment of such increase between the Commissioners and the 
Company shall be mutually agreed upon by the parties hereto when approving of the increase in 
fares. , 

8, Periodical Tickets will be issued subject to the Commissioners’ Regulations and the Company’s 
Regulations for the time being in force between stations on the-Commissicners’ lines and stations 
on the Company’s line and will be charged under the Commissioners’ Mileage Scale for the total — 
distance and the Commissioners shall be entitled to the proportion for the mileage on their lines ; 
and the mileage proportion of the fare for the distance over the Company’s line at the rates ruling 
at the time of issue shall be divided equally between the Commissioners and the Company. 

9. Parcels, Bicycles and Horse Carriage and Dog Traffic shall be carried subject to the Commissioners’ 
Regulations and the Company's Regulations for the time being in force and at the mileage rates 
for the time being in force on the Commissioners’ lines. The mileage proportion of the charges. 
for the distance conveyed over the Commissioners’ lines shall be resamed in full by the Com- 
missioners aud the niileage proportion of the charge for the distance conveyed over the 
Company’s line shall be divided equally between the Company and the Conimissioners. 

10. Goods and Live Stock shall be carried subject to the Commissioners’ Regulations and the 
Company’s Regulations for the time being in force and shall be carried at through rates in 
Commissioners’ trucks between stations on the Commissioners’ lines and stations on the ‘Company’s 
line. The mileage proportion of the charges for the distance conveyed over the Commissioners’ 
lines shall be retained in full by the Commissioners and the mileage proportion of the charges for 
the distance conveyed over the Company’s line shall be divided “equally between the Company 
and the Commissioners. 

11. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained all moneys received for the haulage of coal 
shall be received by the Commissioners who shall not be required to pay to the Company any 
proportion thereof. 

12. All concessions allowances restrictions and poms in force on the Commissioners’ lines will 
apply to traffic between the Commissioners and the Company’s lines. 

15. The Commissioners shall render to the ey a monthly statement of Account in connection 
with the traffic over the said Railway and each such account shall be copied in duplicate and 
each copy shall be signed by or on behalf of the Commissioners and the Company within a fortnight 
after such account shall have been rendered to the Company and the Company and the Com- 
missioners shall each take one of the said copies when so signed into its or their custedy and shall 
be bound thereby except if and whenever any manifest error shall be found therein within three 
months after being so signed and shall be certified by either party to the other such error shall 
be rectified. 

14. Subject to the terms of clause 16 hereof payments shall be made by the Commissioners to the 
Company on the last day of each month of all moneys payable by them in terms hereof i in respect 
of revenue received during the preceding month. 


15. Until the first day of November 1919 (if the Agreement shall ‘Heft be in operation) the Ccmmissioners 
shall deduct from each monthly payment to the Company under this Agreement the sum of 
£41 18s. 4d. (based upon estimated yearly working expenses of £500) in respect of the working 
of the extension of the Company’s line to Belmont and on the first day of November in that and 
in each subsequent year during the continuance of this Agreement the Commissioners shall 
revise the amount to be deducted as aforesaid after ase ertaining the actual working expenses 
for the preceding twelve months, 163 
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16. If in any month the sum to be deducted by the Commissioners for working expenses under the 
provisions of the preceding clause exceeds the Company’s proportion of the earnings the Company 
shall forthwith pay to the Commissioners the amount of the deficiency. 

17, li any dispute difference or controversy shall arise between the Company and the Commissioners 
touching these presents or any clause or thing herein contained or the construction thereof or 
im any matter in any way connected with these presents or the operation thereof or the rights 
duties or liabilities of either party in connection with the premises then and in every or any such 
case the matter in dispute shall be referred to two Arbitrators or their Umpire pursuant to the 
provisions of the Acts for the time being in force relating to Arbitration. 

18. Ths Agreement shall remain in force for a period of one year from the first day of July one 
thousand nine hundred and eighteen and thereafter shall continue in operation until determined 
by either party giving to the other party one calendar month’s notice in writing (which notice 
may be given on any day of the month) of an Intention to terminate the same. 

In Witness whereof the parties her 


eto have executed these presents the day and year first hereinbefore 
written. 


The Common Seal of ‘Be New Redhead Estate and Coal 


Company Limited was affixed hereto by order of thal Sed. JOHN ALEXANDER. 
Directors: and John Alexander, Wilfred L. Docker and } WILFRED L. DOCKER. 
W. H. Shenstone, Directors of the Company, thereupon | W. H. SHENSTONE. 
signed the same in the presence of :—- 
(Seal). 
The Common Seal of Railway Commissioners for New South) 

Wales hath been hereunto duly affixed in the presence of :-— LLEONARD DODDS 

j ( Fie 


Secretary. J 


Since the above Agreement came into operation the following alterations have been approved by 
the Commissioners :—- 


Division of mileage proportion of fares on New Redhead Estate and Coal Companys line agreed 
upon 21st June 1920 :—- 


Ordinary single and return... a .., 60 per cent. to the Company. 
Suburban excursion... es aS aa. oe fi a 
Workmen’s weekly _... e ap a OA 


Commrs. M.P. 20/1310-77 T. 

Alteration to... 228 OS Percent. 
52 re and 
53 ,, respectively, agreed to by Company, 21-321. 

‘Commrs. M.P. 21/1314-77 T. 
Alteration to... - 58’ per cent. 
. 50 * and 

50 4 respectively, agreed to by Company, 14-6-23. 


Commrs. M.P. 23/11893 T. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 
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1923. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NE Wa8.0 Use Hea. A LES. 


PROGRESS REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEM 


ON THE 


CLAIMS OF MR. GEORGE H. DINGLE AGAINS? THE 
RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS; 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED, 


19 December, 19238. 


SYDNEY: ALFRED JAMES KENT, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, 
1924: 
128583 298.-a [2s. 62. | 
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1923. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Votes No. 28. Turspay, 9 OcroBEr, 1923. 


8. Craims or Mr. George H. Diners acainst tue Rartway Commissioners :—Mr. Walker moved, 
pursuant to Notice, 


(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire inti and report upon the claims of Mr. George 
H. Dingle against the Railway Commissioners, for services rendered during the years 1919 and 
1920. 


(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Ball, Mr. Thorby, Mr. Molesworth, Mr, Ness, Mr. George 
Cann, Mr, Anderson, Major Connell, Mr. Fitzsimons, and the Mover. 
Debate ensued. 


Question put and passed. 


VorEes No. 37. Turespay, 30 Octopsr, 1923. 


5. Craims or Mr. Grorer H, Dincie aGainst THE RatLway Commissioners :—Mr. Walker (by consent) 
moved, without Notice, That the Select Committee appointed to inquire into the claims of Mr. 
George H. Dingle against the Railway Commissioners, have leave to sit during the sittings or any 
adjournment of the House. 


Question put and passed. 


Votes No. 57. Werpnespay, 19 Drcemper, 1923. 

17, Criaims or Mr. Grorcre H. Dincie acainst THE RArLway Commissioners :—Mr. Ness, on behalf 
of Mr. Walker, Chairman, brought up a Progress Report from, and laid upon the Table the 
Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before the Select Committee for whose consideration 
and Report the Subject was referred on 9th October, 1923. 


Ordered to be printed. 


CONTENTS. 
PAGE. 
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CLAIMS OF MR. GEORGE H. DINGLE AGAINST THE RAILWAY 
COMMISSIONERS. 


PROGRESS REPORT. 


THe SeLecr Commirrer of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 9th 
October, 1923, ‘‘ to inquire into and report upon the claims of Mr. George 
HT, Dingle against the Railway Commissioners, for services rendered during 
the years 1919 and 1920,” and to whom was granted on 380th October, 1923, 
“ leave to sit during the sittings or any adjournment of the House,” have agreed 
to the following Progress Report :— 

‘ Your Committee having examined the witnesses (whose evidence will 
be found appended hereto), have resolved, owing to the advanced 
period of the session, to report the evidence to your honorable 
ITouse, and to recommend that the inquiry be resumed early next 
session. 

R, B. WALKER, 
Chairman. 


No. 2 Committee Room, 
Legislative Assembly, 
Sydney, 18th December, 1923. . 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


TUESDAY, 27 NOVEMBER, 1923. 


MEMBERS PRESENT :— 
Mr. Walker, Mr. Ness, 
Mr. Thorby, Mr. Anderson. 
Mr. Walker called to the Chair, 
Entry from the Votes and Proceedings appointing the Committee read by the Clerk. 
Entry from the Votes and Proceedings granting leave to the Committee to sit during the sittings 
or any adjournment of the House read by the Clerk. 
Mr. ©. E. Chapman, of Messrs. Chapman & Co. (Solicitors) made application to be present to 
represent George Helson Dingle, with the right to call and cross-examine witnesses. Leave granted. 


Mr. F. C. Garside (Controller of Stores, Department of Railways), made application to represent the 
Chief Commissioner for Railways. Leave granted. 

Committee deliberated. | 

Parties called in. 

Present: —Mr. P. C. Spender (Barrister-at-Law), instructed by Mr. C. E. Chapman, of Messrs. 
Chapman & Co. (Solicitors), appeared for Mr. Dingle. 


Mr. F. C. Garside (Controller of Stores, Department of Railways), appeared for the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways. 


Adjourned till To-morrow at 2°30 o’clock, p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, 28 NOVEMBER, 1923. 


MEMBERS PRESENT :— x 
Mr. Walker in the Chair. 
Mr. Anderson, | Mr. George Cann, 
Major Connell, | Mr, Ness, 


Mr. Thorby. 


Present :—-Mr. P. C. Spender (Barrister-at-Law) instructed by Mr. C. E. Chapman, of Messrs. 
Chapman & Co. (Solicitors), appeared for Mr. Dingle. 

Mr. F. C. Garside (Controller of Stores, Department of Railways), appeared for the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways. ; 

Mr. Spender produced Statement. Authority from KE. E. Lucy to inspect scrap material, &c., in 
yards (Hxhibit A”); Certificate of service (Exhibit “ B”); Copy of Weekly Notice,” calling for 
applications for Reclamation Officer (Haxhibit “C”); Copy of “ Questions and Answers,” Legislative 
Assembly, 11th October, 1923 (Hxhibit “*D”); ‘Questions and Answers,” Legislative Assembly, 8th 
September, 1920 (Hahibit “ EL”). 

George Helson Dingle, called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

Adjourned until To-morrow at 2 o’clock p.in, 


THURSDAY, 29 NOVEMBER, 3923. 
MemBrers PRESENT :— 
Mr. Walker in the Chair. 
Mr, Thorby, | Mr, George Cann, 
Mr. Anderson. 

Present :—Mr, P, C, Spender (Barrister-at-Law) instructed by Mr, C. E. Chapman, of Messrs. 
Chapman & Co. (Solicitors), appeared for Mr. Dingle. 

Mr. F. C. ‘Garside (Controller of Stores, Department of Railways), appeared for the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways. 

George Helson Dingle, recalled, and further examined. 

Mr. Spender produced letter, Dingle to Railway Commissioners, dated 9th December, 1920 
(Exhibit F) ; correspondence between Mr, Dingle and Railway Department relative to his reports and 
retirement (Hxhibit (). 

The Chairman left the Chair, and Mr. Thorby took the Chair pro tem. 

Committee continued. 

Chairman entered the Room and took the Chair. 

Witness withdrew. 

Adjourned till Wednesday next at 2 o’clock p.m. 
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WEDNESDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1923 
MeEMBERS PRESENT .—- 


Mr. Walker i in the Chair. 
Mr. Anderson, | Mr. Ness, 
Major Connell, | Mr. George Cann 
Present :—Mr. P. C, Spender (Barrister-at-Law) appeared for Mr. Dingle 
Mr. F. C. Garside (Controller of Stores, Department of Railways), appeared for the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways, 
John Warren (Loco. Works Manager, Department of Railways, Eveleigh) called in, sworn, and 
examined, 
Witness produced Statement showing consumption of scrap iron at Eveleigh Foundry for nine 
months ending September, 1919 (Laxhibtt /7). 
Ernest Edward Lucy (Chief Mechanical Engineer, Department of Railways) called in, sworn, and 
examined, 
Witness produced list showing scrap iron (Hwhibit 1); copy of circulars issued respecting scrap- 
iron and steel (Hxhibit &). 
Witness withdrew. 
Adjourned till To-morrow at 2 o’clock p.m. 


THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1923 
MEMBERS PRESENT :— 


Mr. Walker in the Chair. 
Mr. Thorby, Mr. George Cann, 
Mr. Ness, Major Connell 

Present :—Mr. P. C. Spender (Barrister-at-Law), appeared for Mr. Dingle. 

Mr. F. C. Garside ‘(Controller of Stores, Department of Railways), appeared for the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways. 

George Helson Dingle, recalled, and further examined. 

Mr. Garside produced, —T'wo records of permanent-way stock held by Bee various gangs throughout 
the service (Hxhibit L); movement of automatic car couplers from 1916 to 1919 (Exhibit M): ; statement 
from Comptroller of Stores Department regarding old scrap (Hahibit N); Commissioners’ monthly return 
for September 1919 (Hahibit O); statement showing stock of permanent-way material in the service on 
10th October, 1919 ( Hxhibit P) ; extract from sales for 1919 and scrap sales from January.to December, 1919 
(Exhibit Y); scrap contract prices 1914 to 1922 and amount realised from second-hand and surplus material 
in 1919 (Hahibit R). Report of Mr. Hill, assistant engineer, dated 29th October, 1919, re material alleged 
to have been found at Clyde yards by Mr, Dingle (Hxhibit S); Pamphlet by Mr. H. V. Thorby on 
railway administration, dated January, 1920 (Hahibit 7), 

Witness withdrew. 

Adjourned till Wednesday next, at 2 o’clock, p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, 12 DECEMBER, 1923. 
Mempers PRESENT :— 
Mr. Walker in the Chair. 


Mr. Ness, Mr. Thorby, 
Mr. George Cann, Major Connell. 
Present,—Mr. P. C. Spender (Barrister-at-Law) appeared for Mr. Dingle. 
Mr. F. C. Garside (Controller of Stores, Department of exoepayys appeared for the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways. 
Hugh Mortimore (Retired railway officer from Stores Branch, Department of Railwa ys), called in, 
sworn, and examinedy 
The Chairman left the Chair, and Major Connell called to the Chair pro tem. 
Witness withdrew. 
Henry Summerfield (Retired railway officer), called in, sworn, and examined, 
Witness withdrew. 
George Nicholas Clampett (Storeman, Stores Branch, Department of Railways, Clyde), called in, 
sworn, and examined. 
Witness produced Stock Book (Hxhibit U), Stock Book (Hxhibit W), Stock Book (Hahibit XxX), 
Witness withdrew, 
Adjourned till To-morrow, at 2 o’clock, p.m. 


THURSDAY, 13 DECEMBER, 1923, 
MermMBERS PrEsENT :— 


Mr. Walker in the Chair. 
Mr. Thorby, | Major Connell. 
Committee deliberated. 


Adjourned till Tuesday next, at 2 o’clock, p.m. 


TUESDAY, 18 DECEMBER, 1923. 


MempBerrs PRESENT. 


Mr, Walker in the Chair. 


Mr. Ness, | Mr, Thorby, 
Major Connell, | Mr. George Cann. 


® . 
Present :—Mr. F. C. Garside (Controller of Stores, Department of Railways), appeared for the Chief 
Railway Commissioner, 
Mr. P. C. Spender (Barrister-at-Law) appeared for Mr. Dingle. 
Mr. Garside handed in— 


Complete particulars of the scrap steel and iron sold under contract for the nine months 
ending 30th September, 1919. (Hahibit Y). 


William Floyd Stewart (Works Manager, Department of Railways, Clyde) called in, sworn, and 
examined, 


Mr. Garside produced— 
Material mentioned in Mr. Dingle’s reports not belonging to the Railway Commissioners, 
(Exhibit Z). 
Witness withdrew. 


Herbert Armstrong (Senior Clerk, Permanent-way Branch, Department of Railways), called in, 
sworn, and examined. 


James Kenneth Harrington (Clerk, Permanent-way Branch, Department of Railways, Granville) 
called in, sworn, and examined. 


Witness withdrew, 

Chairman submitted Draft Progress Report. 
Same read, and agreed to, 

Chairman to report to the House. 


LIST OF WITNESSES. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


MINUTES OF 


EVIDENCE 


PFAKEN BEVORE 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE 


ON THE 


CLAIMS OF MR. GEORGE HW. DINGLE AGAINST THE 
RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS. 


WEDNESDAY, 28 NOVEMBER, 1923. 


Present:— 


Mr. R. B. WALKER (in tHe Crater). 


Mr. ANDERSON, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, 


Masor CONNELL, 
Mr. NESS, 


Mr. THORBY. 


George Helson Dingle, of Oxford-street, Epping, ‘retired 
railway officer, sworn, and examined :— 

1. Mr. Spender (counsel).| What is your age?—68 years. 

2. Tell the Committee briefly the events which followed 
2nd August, 1917, the date of the railway strike?—A dis- 
astrous strike commenced in the railway service. I was 
there as a loyalist. It has been said that I attended a 
deputation to Mr. Lucey in reference to the treatment 
of those who remained at work. That is not correct. But 
Mr. Lucy promised a deputation that those who remained 
loyal would receive honorable treatment. I arranged to 
leave the service in April, 1918. I called on the Works 


Manager, Mr. Warren, to ascertain my position, but he. 


could not tell me what concessions I was to receive. I 
refused to put in my resignation. J was given a short 
holiday, and was then asked to retire on three months’ 
full pay on account of my Jong service and loyalty during 
the strike. In a month I wrote to the department, and 
was told that I had already received my month for long 
service and there were only two or three days holiday due 
to me. I saw the Minister for Works, Mr. Ball, and after 
some time was informed that the Chief Commissioner was 
prepared to give me a week’s pass on my retirement. I 
did not accept it, and was told that if I did not retire 
I would be retired on 18th October. Mr. Warren after- 
wards postponed my retirement for three weeks. I got 
my final notice from the Secretary for Railways to leave 
the service. J put the case to Mr. Ball, who brought about 
an interview between Mr. Fraser and myself. I explained 
why I wanted three months’ leave. Mr. Fraser gave me 


+ 28583—A 


a new lease of life for twelve months. Eleven months 
afterwards I heard of something at the Clyde yards. I 
went to the yards on 21st September, 1919. I saw a 
quantity of material of every description belonging to 
all departments. It was stuff that could have been in 
commission. ‘There were thousands of patent couplings. 
Two or three were used in four or five years. Next morn- 
ing I saw Mr. Warren, the Loco. Works Manager. I 
told him of the state of the yards. He rang up Mr. 
Lucy and asked him to see me at once. I saw him and 
told him the yards were a disgrace to every railway 
official. I said it reminded me of going through a 
cemetery which had not been used for 100 years. There 
were stationary engines and everything in connection 
with railway work exposed to all weathers. They appeared 
to belong to no one. By appointment I saw Mr. Lucy 
the following day, and he told me to report myself to 
him after the week’s annual leave. I did so. I was 
then given a letter to Mr. Hamilton, ‘Carriage and 
Waggon Superintendent. (Letter marked Exhibit “A.’) 
Mr. Hamilton showed me the letter. I asked to see Mr. 
Lucy on the matter. I saw Mr. Lucy and asked him the 
meaning of the letter and what were my duties. I asked 
if he wanted reports and what would be my remuneration. 
He simply said, “It is all right, Mr. Dingle; we will see. 
that you are righted in this matter.” I said, “ That is 
no satisfaction to me.” He said, “Leave that to me; I 
will see to it.’ I then asked him whether he wanted 
reports from me on my work, and he said, “ Well, yes.” 
T told him I was not very good with the pen, and hd 
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Witness—G. H. Dingle, 28 November, 1923. 


arranged that I should take my notes to the Chief 
Clerk’s office. ‘That was done. I made thirty-three re- 
ports in all, from 13th October, 1919, to 10th December, 
1919. They are as follows:— 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

When at Glenbrook on holidays recently I went down to 
the old line, and found some miles of old rails lying there, 
some worn and some almost new; tons of old scrap, wrought, 
and cast iron, and almost everything one can mention. 

At Narrabri I found some 3,000 new fish-plates stacked in 
the station yard. 

From Bulli to Wollongong there is material of every de- 
scription used in connection with permanent way work 
lying about. 

At Narrabri I suggest that another site be selected for 
stacking coal. 

GORGE H. DINGLE, 
13th October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Hngineer,— 


In accordance with your instructions I visited the follow- 
ing depots, and have to report as follows :— 


Tuesday, 7th October, 1919. 

I visited Sydney Station, and found a large number of 
brake couplings, tons of brake blocks, water-pipes, window 
sashes, &c., old brake blocks and couplings, boiler-lagging. 
water tanks, springs, and a large quantity of gas fittings, 
&e., lying about; also a lot of permanent way material lying 
about including ranges and other general material. 

Interlocking.—There are some broken axles, valves, and 
tons of old material in general lying about. 

Redfern Yard.—There are some 600 bolts (from 14 to 16 
inches long) lying about; also material which has been lying 
there for a considerable time, and which is of no service to 
anyone. Also large quantity of channel iron, brackets, old 
crossings (from 60 to 80), some tons of scrap steel; old 
timber (which is in the main very useful); anvils, tools, 
large quantity of scrap, ladders, and every description of 
interlocking material. I consider there is 50 tons of old 
material lying about. In addition, there is 50 tons of 
scrap lying in the car and waggon yards, such as old 
wheels and axles, which are too small for use on standard 
stock, but which could be used for lighter stock. Behind 
the country order at car and waggon there is about £50 worth 
of wrought iron and material. 

Gas Department.—There is a quantity of brake blocks 
and water pipes (running up to 18 inches diameter) lying 
about. 

Thursday, 9th October, 1919. 

Alexandria Yard.—There are some 100 
glass in good order (sample attached). Here material of 
every description is being buried—timber, pistons, and 
almost every description of material lying about. 

Water Supply.—I found another 40 cases of glass (for 
use in connection with the trams), which is stacked alto- 
gether too close to the fence. A large quantity of steel 
rails and general interlocking and permanent way material 
lying about. - 

Penrith Yard.—Near the water tank on left-hand side otf 
line there is broken draw-gear, blocks, springs, axle-boxes, 
buffers, &c. <A lot of useful timber, large lot of old rails 
and chains, point rods, points in good order, fish bolts and 
plates, and a lot of old timber which might be sold for fire- 
wood. Also a lot of general material. On the right-hand 
side there is a lot of old rails, scrap which appears to be 
gas fittings, angle irons, galvanised iron, old buildings and 
a tower made of angle iron with plant. Engine which was 
used for pumping. In the workshop there is an engine and 
shaft, old rails, draw-bars, &c., timber and other material. 

Granville—Left-hand side: Solid steel crossings and tons 
of double-headed rails, chairs, tender wheels—83 in one lot; 
tyres marked 45%; wheels and axles branded 30th January, 
1891—over 100 of these wheels. Numerous tyres, and a 
lot of material which has been buried. Right-hand side: 
Ploughs of waggons, scrap steel, &c. There are also 30 ot 
40 waggons standing there, three of which are fitted with 
ploughs. 


cases of plate- 


Friday, 10th October, 1919. 

Clyde Yards.—The following scrap steel and iron is at 
Clyde Yards :—Boxes, axles, 484; draw-bars, 30 tons; iron, 
wrought, light, 23 tons; ditto, heavy, 4 tons; ditto, round, 1 
ton; iron, cast, 75 tons; steel, mild, 18 tons (old buffer 
cases) ; ditto, mild, 6 tons (mild rings off old tyres) ; ditto, 
wrought, 6 tons; steel, spring side laminated, 920; steel, 
spring volute and spiral, 14 tons; steel tyres, old, 4,524; steel 
wheels, only skeleton, 71; steel, old, with tyres, 1,226. 

Patent Couplings for Carriages.—I found about 2,000 of 
these, and in the last three years they have used about two 
dozen. 

There is also a number of stationary engines, steel axles, 
scrap of every description, This is really a dumping ground, 
sweepings from the various yards being dumped here. 


There are some thousand pounds worth of bails and every 
description of permanent way material lying here. 

There are scores of tons of scrap lying about, and every 
description of material—overhead bridges, weighbridges, 
turn-tables, channel irons, «e. 

This is virtually a burying ground. 


Saturday. 

Washing Shed.—A quantity of scrap of various description 
lying about; also around the gasworks. 

Loco. Lard.—Steel axles and tyres in large quantities 
lying around; copper tube pipes which have been in their 
present position for about nine months, and tons of castings 
of all description. Pes. 
Grorak H. DINGLE, 

13th October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Hngineer,— 


Further to my report of 18th instant, I have to report as 
follows :— 


Monday, 18th October, 1919. 

New Loco, Shops.—There is a quantity of water piping 
(about 20 pieces), varying in size. Behind the old moulding 
shop (new boiler shop) there is a large quantity of per- 
manent way material, including points, switches, and rails, 
amounting to many tons; also about 1 ton of couplings. Also 
a lot of permanent way material between the Eveleigh ruu- 
ning shed and ash elevator. 


Tuesday. 14th October, 1919. 

Carriage Shops.—There are a lot of iron, tanks lying about 
in the interlocking part of yard. Also a lathe and lot of 
signals and general plant, and railway plant in general 
lying behind the timber stack. There is a boiler on a truck 
at the car shops which appears to have been there 
for some time. ‘There is a lot of new material in this 
yard which would be better placed under cover, viz., springs, 
which would be all the better if they were painted, as 
many of them are much rusted. <A large quantity of nuts 
of different sizes in a barrel; also a quantity of washers 
of different sizes which are exposed to the weather. There 
are a lot of castings for carriage seats which are exposed 
to the weather. What appears to be a wood-planing machine 
is exposed to all weather, lying close to the country order 
department. Behind small office for store department there 
is 2 considerable number of pieces of steel suitable for all 
kinds of tools (sinall). Also several tons of chain, which 
appear to have been in their present position for some con- 
siderable time, I would call special attention to the material 
lying here, 

Both Mr. Warren and Mr. Hamilton seem to be doing their 
very best in using up the old scrap and putting it to the best 
possible use. 

Wednesday, 15th October, 1919. 

Water pipes of various sizes are lying behind the air com- 
pressor, and also a lot of plate-glass very much exposed, to 
which I would draw special attention. At the end of 
pattern shop there is a quantity of small steel scrap in 
general; there does not appear to be sufficient bins to hold 
same, which allows the men to be somewhat indifferent, as 
there is a lot of good material mixed up with the scrap. 

Il suggest that some other arrangement be made, so that 
this matter be better dealt with, which would be in the 
interests of the Department, as the scrap seems to grow 
much quicker than they are able to deal with, 


GrorGE H. DINGLE, 
16th October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 
I have to report that I visited the following depots on 
Thursday, 16th October, 1919 :— 
Strathfield Station—-Several coupling chains, old rails, 
and some scrap bolts and spikes and switch chairs. 
Hornsby.—Lot of scrap by interlocking store, consisting 
of draw-bars, carriage springs and couplings, brake and 
other scrap; signal wires, switches and rails, fencing posts, 
fish-plates, point levers, chairs, and old timber. Going 
north, about 8 tons of old chairs, and a lot more rails and 
point levers. Hour pieces of timber, about 20 feet long, all 
hardwood, about 14 inches square, and several pieces of 
useful staff, besides fencing rails. A lot of old timber, which 
could be used for lighting up. A good press lays here, 
which is used for setting rails, which appears to have been 
in position for several years. Close to the bridge, lot of 
old rails, fish-plates, bolts, and a piece of good timber 
about 8 feet long x 14 x 14. Left-hand side: Quantity of 
old brake shoes and springs; buffers and other old rails. 
By the coal stage there is another lot of old rails and chairs 
and sleepers. Quantity of old brake shoes and other useful 
scrap. Under the water tank, several elbows and other 
useful pipes. : 
Thornleigh.—A lot of rails alongside the station. 


Friday. 

Strathfield Junction—Four long rails lying between lines 
at the Sydney end of station. Several tons of old’ rails, 
fish-plates, bolts just above it. There are also about 200 
telegraph poles lying about. Opposite'side of line there is 
a large deal of coke stored, purchased from the Australian 
Gas Company from 7th January to 12th February, con- 
sisting of 2.850 bags. By Pearce’s flour mill there are tons 
of rails, bolts, and everything in connection with permanent 
way work. 

At north end of Rhodes Station there are some old rails; 
also at Beecroft. 

Turramurra and Gordon,—There are a lot of old rails. 

St. Leonards.—There is a lot of permanent way material. 

At Milson’s Point running shed there are three large 
platform lamps and some scrap, brass valves which seem to 
belong to air-brake; about 20 tons of rails, bolts, and fish- 
plates, &e. Also at the end of washing shed there are seve- 
ral pieces of timber lying about which are covered over with 
weeds, grass, &c. At goods shed there is an old gate lying 
here with all the fittings intact. 

George H. DINGLE, 
18th October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report having visited Eveleigh on Saturday, 11th 
instant, and found:—Behind machine shop a considerable 
quantity of steam chest covers, also cylinder covers, cross- 
heads, connecting rodsy and axle-boxes; horn stays and tubes. 
Behind No. 5 shop a large quantity of scrap, steam chest 
covers, domes, and a large quantity of scrap in general. At 
Clyde there is fully £500,000 worth of material lying here, 
which is all useful material. I would draw special atten- 
tion to this matter. 

GeEoRGE H. DINGLE, 
20th October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that on the 20th instant I visited Lidcombe 
and Rookwood, and have to report as follows :— 

Near the triangle at Rookwood there is a lot of rails, fish- 
plates, and permanent way material in general lying here. 

At the back of the Rookwood platform, right-hand side, 
there is a lot of good planks lying about, and a portion of 
an old crane (timber.) 

Lidcombe Permanent Way Yard.—This place seems to 
belong to no one, and has yirtually become a second Clyde. 
Here I found material of ali description simply being wasted. 
A large number of cast-iron window frames, large cast-iron 
wall brackets, steam hammer blocks, tyres, rails, a lot of 
frames for platform lamps, bolts, many tons of useful fron 
and steel lying in all directions. A large quantity of wire- 
netting, angle iron, “I’’ iron in tons. Many tons of channel 
iron for bridges, scrap and old tanks; in fact, scrap of alk 
description lies here. A lot of chains, which seem to have 
been in their present position for years. Nothing is done 
here to keep the scrap separate. Steel, cast, and wrought 
are all together. Bins are urgently needed, to keep this 
separate. A good Ward’s cooking stove lies here with the 
Scrap, drain pipes, tanks, cast-iron water pipes. Going 
towards Lidcombe Station tons of wrought iron and bridge 
girders. Old tanks and principals for large builds; in 
fact, scores of pounds worth of useful timber. Some 3 tous 
of broken glass in this yard. Large pulley, sanitary pane, 
and other appliances for water-closets. Tons of fish-plates, 
a traction engine made by Ingersoll Rand lying here. This 
place is one of the worst that I have seen, and I venture 
to say that there are some thousands of pounds worth of 
material lying about this yard which should receive special 
attention. here is fully 50 tons of old steel rails and many 
tons of other scrap. 

Grorce H. DiInatr, 
21st October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that I visited Hurstville to-day, and have 
to advise as follows :— 

Just past the water tank on the left-hand side there is 
a fair quantity of scrap, both interlocking and permaneut 
way departments; one old crossing, water tank, &c. 

On the right-hand side there are from 25 to 30 tons of old 
and new rails, crosses and points. New and old sleepers. 
fish-plates, spikes, and bolts, and general permanent way 
material, Old fencing posts and rails and chairs and 
couplings, and a lot of old galvanised iron, which is being 
taken off the old shed. 

At the corner of washing shed there is another large lot 
of rails, chains, fish-plates, &c. I would draw special atten- 
tion to the state in which I found the locomotive depart- 
ment, which is in a yery clean condition. 

Kogarah.—At the enclosure at the station there is a large 
quantity of old fencing rails and posts lying, which are too 
convenient to the public. There is a gate there, but it is 
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not locked. By coal stage some coupling chains, locking 
point levers, fish-plates, and other scrap. By station, five 
pairs of tramway carriage wheels and axles, complete, and 
old crossings. Under the over-bridge at station a number 
of fish-plates and spikes, old wicker gate, with all iron 
work intact. Near the overbridge, crossing the line, there 
are some old rails and fish-plates. 

Rockdale.—A lot of timber lying on the footbridge at 
station, which has been there for about twelve months. 
The value I consider is £25. At the goods shed there are 
about 2 tons of scrap, fish-plates, bolts and chairs. Some 
tons of rails and crossings. At the end of the siding there 
are two pieces of hardwood timber about 25 feet long. 


GrEORGE H. DINGLE, 
21st October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that I visited the following depots on 22nd 
instant :— 

Picton.—Southern end, by interlocking depot: A large lot 
of scrap, both permanent way and interlocking material, 
almost all useful material. <A large lot of timber, also some 
12 coils of new fencing wire (this wire was got for Bal- 
moral, but this was more than they required and sent back 
to Picton). <A little further south there is anything up to 
30 tons of bolts, fish-plates, switches and crossings, and 
rails. The rails are all of good quality. Also hundreds of 
good sleepers. 

At the interlocking box at station there is a lot more 
interlocking material, all useful stuff. Also in a case three 
sheets of asbestos, size 5 feet Dy 10 feet. ; 

On the opposite side of engine shed there is another large 
lot of permanent way material, viz., many tons of rails, 
tons of old fish-plates, tons of old chairs, bolts, spikes, and 
cast-iron water pipes. There must be in this yard between 
50 to 70 tons of rails and old material. No doubt through 
this yard being altered has been the cause of much of this 
material lying about. For some years large quantities of 
this material have been lying about. 


GEORGE H. DINGLE, 
28rd October, 1919. 
P.S.—At the engine shed there is about 14 ton of general 
scrap, which is about to be sent to Sydney, 


Chief Mechanical HEngineer,— 


I beg to report that I visited the following depots on 24th 
and 25th instant :— 

Thursday. 

Between Eveleigh bridge and tunnel two old draw-bar and 
old chains, fish-plates and links. At Sydney end of tunnel, 
lot more old scrap, consisting of old buffer heads and old 
brakes and other scrap. i 

By interlocking box, old rails, timber and a lot more 
scraps of different sorts, all of which could be brought into 
use. 

Entrance to Mortuary Station, 
fencing wire. 

At Regent-street entrance to that yard there is about 15 
tons of old scrap, including fish-plates, rails, and all sorts 
of tramway material; also carriage window frames, pipes, 
draw-gear and couplings; also old timber. Another 2 tons 
of old fish-plates and more rails at the carriage siding. 

Another lot of broken springs, old brake shoes, and coup- 
lings at the meat receiving depot. There is a lot of scrap 
coupling chains all thrown under the platform down there. 
A little further on a lot of old carriage brake blocks, springs, 
and couplings and buffers 

At the Farmers and Dairymen there is another lot of 
chairs, bolts, and rails-—-a mixed lot. Close to the repair 
shop there are eight pieces of hardwood timber, ranging 
from 20 to 30 feet long—a valuable lot of material. Also 
two sand-pipes are lying here on which great value is placed. 

At signal-box a lot more scrap and old springs. Behind 
tram shed a lot of spikes and bolts. 

At the power-house there is another heap of fish-plates. 
old chains, and bolts and rails. There are tons of old 
material which at present I will not report on, and which 
belongs to the Tramway Department. There are tons of 
material, consisting of old rails, old draw-gear, brake-gear 
blocks, spikes, old and new timber, springs, buffers, draw- 
bars—in fact, there must be 50 tons lying here of one 
description and another. 

Near the water tank there must be fully another 15 tons 
of material, consisting of old rails, chairs, buffers, broken 
springs, coupling chains, and other gear. There is still 
another lot of switches, crossings, rails, and fish-plates, and 
interlocking gear in tons. This place is simply a_ scandal, 
Another lot of old couplings, springs, &¢., on a siding close 
to the Australian Mercantile Company’s premises, there 
is a number of trucks (meat vans and cattle trucks), which 
have apparently been lying here a long time. The number 
of the first is 17,062. Inside of the entrance gates’ at 
Goldsbrough’s wool store there is a very large number of 


a lot of old timber and 
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drain-pipes, old galvanised iron, old rails, and general scrap 
about a ton: iron girders, a let of useful timber, and a 
lot of old rails. There is also a lot of new iron, by tots, 
1 inch by + inch thick, all rusted very badly. Besides dzai- 
cear, old sleepers, and other general scrap, a large let 
of 6-inch cast-iron water pipes; about another 20 tons of 
old and new rails and other material. 

There are tons of } round lying about in a new shed which 
has been erected; also a large quantity of scrap of every 
description, which has been exposed to the weather for 
years. This place is simply a disgrace. Still gong on, tons 
of old rails and scrap by water tank and coal stage. A 
large number of wrought galvanised iron pipes lying near 
the fence, about 40, about 25 feet long. <A little further on 
another lot, about the same number. A little further on 
another lot of these items; some are being buried. A pair 


of old gates the iron work intact, seem to have growl 
here, There is another 40 or 50 of these pipes, some- 


where about 3 inches in diameter; these are behind the City 
Council's power-house. By overhead bridge, a little further 
on there is a large lot of good hardwood timber and many 
tons of rails; another lot of old fish-plates, bolts, and 
spikes, chairs, point levers, and general scrap; buffers, 
axle-boxes, couplings, and links, and general old scrap by 
the tons, also draw-hooks. This place is altogether past 
description. 

Before giving my report for Friday, I would just add that 
I entered the Railway service in April, 1879, and during the 
whole of this period I have never had a charge laid against 
me, and, what is more, during the whole of this time have 
never lost a half-hour due to an accident. 

I have bcon employed on different kinds of work, And be- 
lieve that I have given general satisfaction wherever I have 
been. Nearly the whole of this time I have heen employed 
on machine work. I believe that I am generally regarded 
as having a fair and general knowledge of railway work, 
inasmuch that on 24th September I saw Mr. Warren, Loco, 
Works Manager, regarding what I had seen at Clyde yards 


on the previous afternoon, also stating who I had met 
there. Mr. Warren iminediately rang up Mr. Lucy, and 


asked him to see me at once, which he did, and arrange.l 
for me to see him again the next day, I believe at 11.50 
a.m., whch I did. It was then arranged that after the holi- 
days, at the end of September and the early part of October, 
which ended on the Gth, that on the 7th I had to report 
myself to Mr. Luey at 9 a.m. on that date. After wait- 
ing for some time I was given a letter to Mr. Hamilton, 
Carriage and Waggon Superintendent, to allow me to see 
over his works and inspect old scrap, and from this time 
I have been employed at different depots and stations 
(wheh my daily report will show). I claim that I haye 
10und anything up to £7CU,C0O worth of material, all of 
which could be brought into good use one way or another. 
Now, sir, I would like to ask why I was placed in this 


position. Did Mr. Lucey think I was qualified for the work or 
not? This work is capably done, yet this morning, Thursday. 


23rd, I] was told by Mr. Flook, Mr. Lucy’s chief clerk, that it 
was more than likely I would not be required on this job after 
Saturday rext (25th instant). I would like to know,if I am 
not wanted, why I was put on. Hundreds of thousands of 
pounds worth of material lying about in all directions, and 
no attempt to do anything with it. Now, sir, after re- 
ceiving letter introducing me to Mr. Hamilton, holding the 
position he does, and going from place to place and meeting 
various officials holding high positions under you, and 
reporting every day’s work, and yet for all this I am re- 
ceiving the magnificent salary of 13s. 11d. per day. Is this 
inspection wanted or not—is this material to be lifted or 
not? If the reports are of any use, I claim I am not fairly 
dealt with; and again I would ask why I have been placed 
in this position if no notice is to be taken. Placing me here 
must be a waste of money, making the other worse. Now, 
sir, I will respectfully draw your attention to an inspector 
whom I met during this week, and who is a permanent 
officer, simply riding on the engines looking fer lost sand- 
pipes and spanners, and I think he toid me in about six 
weeks he had found about fifteen. No doubt his salary, with 
expenses, would be nearly double mine. 

I claim that. I am finding thousands of pounds worth of 
material to bis one pound, and yet I am informed this 
inspection is likely to be stopped. If it is considered that 
after my long and faithful service to the country it is of no 
more use than this, I would ask why I am placed here. 


Friday. 

Thirroul.-—Left-hand side of station there is a very large 
quantity of stone (platforming coping), some hundred of 
feet of it, worth at least £150. Iron girders for bridges, a 
large number of new sleepers, wicket fences, gates, rails. 
and general railway material, valued at some thousands of 
pounds. 

: At the bridge there are many more tous of rails, fish- 
. plates, levers, and a lot of old timber. At the end of the 
platform there are tons of new and old rails, fish-plates, 


A 


o'd couplings, and new and old sleepers. Opposite the run- 
ning shed there are many more tons of new and old rails, 
and a lot of good sleepers. There is another heap on the 
opposite side; a lot of hardwocd timber, which could nearly 
ail be put to good use; also another batch of rails and 
crossings near the signal-box. Brake blocks and draw-bars 
and some gcod sleepers being buried. Nearly opposite the 
signal-box, Sydney end, there is another large lot of old 
rails, bolts, &c. In the shunting yard there is still another 
lot of rew and old timber. Another one, about 100 yards 
further up the yard, broken draw-gear, draw-bars, buffers, 
springs, and a lot of other useful material, beside scrap. 

Opposite the examiners’ workshop are six heavy bridse 
cirders, besides anything up to 80 tons of rails. In the 
loco. yard there is a large Jot of broken prickers, and some 
2 to 8 tons of general scrap. 

J must say that there is £6,0C0 to £7,000 worth of matertal 
IMsuhisy yard, 

Whilst passing by train to Lilydale last night, just above 
the loco. tunnell and the bank, I noticed something, about 
100 cast-iron water pipes, ranging from, I should say, 4 ta 
6G inches. 

GEORGE H. DINGLE, 
25th October, 1919. 
Chief Mechanical IKngineer,— 

I beg to report having visited the following depots on 20th 

and 27th instant :— 
Saturday, 25th October, 1919. 
Near the water supply, extreme end of yard, there is a 


lot of Babcock and Wilcox tubes, an old crane, lot of per. 
way gear, rails, chairs, «ce. 


Monday, 27th October, 1919. 


Between the running shed and old shunters’ box in Alex- 


andria yard there are about 100 tons of rails and all kinds of 
per. way muterial, 
Greorce H. DINGLE, 
28th October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that as instructed I met Mr. Hill, Assistant 
Engineer, at Clyde this morning, and went through the stock 
there, but the difficulty is with the old stock lying about 
belonging to all departments—outside old tyres and axles. 
I keg to suggest that I be employed at Clyde with a few men 
to go through the stock and sort out with a view of bringing 
into use the usable material, ; 

GeEorRGE H. DINGLE, 
29th October, 119. 


Chief Mechanical HEngineer,— 

I beg to report that I visited the following depots on 28th 
instant :-— 

Enfield—There is a 20 to h.p. dynamo lying in what is 
called No. 2 running shed, and has been in its present posi- 
tion for two years. 

There is a fair quantity of scrap lying here belonging to 
the Loco. Branch (about 4 tons), which is going to be dealt 
with. 

A large number of water pipes, with valves, not far from 
the new offices. A large number of rails, crossings, &c., and 
many tous of scrap. A lot of most useful timber, earthen- 
ware pipes, &¢, and many tons of good, useful material 
could be gathered up. 

Returning home, via Lidcombe, I noticed thousands 
sleepers and a lot of per. way material. 


GEORGE H. DINGLE, 
29th October, 1919. 
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Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that I visited the following depots on 29th 
and 80th instant :-— 


Wednesday, 29th October, 1923. 

Darling Harbour.—Just inside the yard there is a pair of 
old gates and between the northern and western sheds there 
are about 200 to 250 tons of per. way material, old rails, &c., 
and 2 tons of old brake shoes. 


Thursday, 60th October, 1923. 

In passing through West Bargo I saw a lot of per. way 
plant, consisting of scoops, drays, and a lot of timber, be- 
sides other per. way material. 

At. Mittagong station a large stock of rails and a lot of 
timber and general per. way gear. 

Between Mittagong, Bowral, and Moss Vale there is a very 
large quantity of per. way material, some hundreds of tons 
of old rails, and thousands of old sleepers. 

At Moss Vale station, between the platforms, there is a 
lot of wicket fences, 
over a creek, left-hand side of line, in a little enclosed piece 
ot ground there are the remains of what seems to have been 
en overhead bridge, some ten girders and cost iron plates, 


Going up the line south, at the bridge: 


a 


ard cressing. This lot seems to have been here for years, as 
they are nearly all covered over with green bushes and grass. 
I was uvable to obtain any information regarding this 
material from the station staff at Moss Vale. I would draw 
special attention to this. j 

On the way bome near Tahmoor station, at about 58-mile 
reg, I saw a stack of cast-iron water pipes, about 9-inch 
diameter—about fifty in all, 

Greorce H. DINGLE, 
81st October, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg te report that I visited the following depots on 31st 
October and 1st November :— 


friday, 31st October. 

Darling Harbour.—Under the platform in the western 
despatch shed there are several tons of § chain which seem 
to haye been here for a long time. Also old couplings and 
other material. I also found a lot more of per. way material 
just outside the Harbour Trust fence; in fact, one can 
scarcely go wrong down here for old materials, as it lies 
almost everywhere. I also visited Glebe Island, but things 
are so much mixed here that it is hard to tell who things 
belong to. The Harbour ‘Trust holds a lot of stuff here, and 
it may be a long time before things are cleared up. 

Crossing Glebe Island road they get more clear, where 
again we find many tons of rails, and then going on we come 
to what is called the Rozelle Depot, which I had not time 
to inspect, but this seemed to be another Clyde. Needless to 
say, one cannot go wrong for material, 


Saturday, Ist November. 


On this date I again visited the Alexandria yard and found 
in the tram depot many tons of scrap iron, also many tons of 


scrap bear the exauuuers’ shed, consisting of old springs, 
brake gear, bars, and old brake shoes, whilst over by the 
fence, and partly buried, I found a new 4 ft. water pipe 
about 22 in. diameter. A little further on I found three 


elbows of same size and old cast-iron cog wheels and other 
useful material. This is a valuable lot, and some explana- 
tion should be given why this material is here. A little 
further along on the bank there is a lot of earthenware, also 
some sheet iron pipes, some 300 feet coping stones for plat- 
forms, besides some very fine blocks of stone. I would again 
draw attention to report of 13th October, re the plate glass; 
it is still here, and must have been here for years, exposed 
to everyone; in fact, it is simply a disgrace to think that 
property of the value of this glass should be allowed to re- 
main here in this state. To my mind the great difficulty 
seems to be a great dividing line that this, and not only this, 
that it belongs to someone else’s department, but so far as 1 
am concerned I know no one department. I am a servant of 
the Commissioners, and I believe with his sanction I am 
employed to look out for these things and to report on them, 
which I will try to do so long as I am permitted to do. 

During my inspection of the last month I venture to say 
that I have come across hundreds of thousands of pounds 
worth of material, some of it of much better value than a lot 
of the iron which the Commissioners are getting at the 
present time, and could with a proper system and a little 
eare be brought into good use, and thus save Commissioners 
many thousands of pounds, and this motto which has been 
placed in our shops and other prominent places of our rail- 
ways, ‘‘ Economy is a Virtue,’ will be honoured. As before 
stated, in only one month looking into this old stock, in 
other words, scrap. I again say that I have found thou- 
sands of pounds worth of material which could, and should, 
be brought into good use, and before orders are given for 
new materials for repairs, every effort should be made to see 
that these things are not in hand in one of the many depots 
where these things are stored. I must say up to the present 
I believe I have only been on the outside of this matter, and 
I would suggest, if not myself, that some one should be 
coustantly employed in this matter; that they should be 
practically allowed a free hand to go to all depots, all parts 
of the State, so that a general clear-up could be made. 


Thousands of o'd sleepers are about, which could be 
gathered up and sold in the nearest town for firewood. Also 


other old timber. I suggest that a depot be made and that 
all old material outside of rails be sent there and that this 
material be dealt with and so placed that the various depart- 
ments when wanting material before ordering new, could 
apply through this Department. Of course we know as re- 
gard brasses and things for engines this would be outside of 
this. I would also draw special attention to the many thou- 
sands of tons of rails lying about, and ask if a return could 
not be made re same for every ganger on his length to give 
a return of old or new rails on his length and all other per. 
Way material. By these means I think we will be able to 
get something near the estimate of the great value of the 
material which is lying about. I also recommend that a man 
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Witnéss—G. H. Dingle, 28 November, 


be placed on the tip at Clyde yards to watch the trucks that 
are emptied there, and gather up material that is of use, 
either for use or for sale, ard I feel that a good return 
would be shown. 
GrEOoRGE H. DINGLE. 
3rd November, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that I visited the following depots on 
3rd instant :— 

Monday, 38rd November, 1919. 

Between Eveleigh running shed and McDonaldtown 
Station there are some old rails lying on the bank. Between 
MeDonaldtown Station platform and the washing shed there 
are a lot of pieces of timber and iron, which seem to have 
been old buffer stops. At the end of the lane there is a lot 
more of old iron. 

At Marrickville Station there are some good pieces of 
hardwood timber about 8 feet long, 12 x 12. 

At Canterbury Station there are many tons of rails on 
beth sides of the station; also fish-plates, old bolts, and a 
large number of old sleepers; also large lot of old fencing, 
which could be sold, as itis simply rotting 

I would also call special attention to the large number of 
coupling chains lying about in this yard, especially in the 
racecourse siding. 

At Lakemba, opposite the platform there 
hardwood timber, pretty well buried. 

At Punchbowl there is a small quantity of scrap belonging 
to the Interlocking Department. 

At Bankstown, at the extreme end of the line, there are 
over 20 pieces of hardwood timber, ranging in length from 


are four pieces of 


8 to 25 feet, 12 x 12. This must have been here for a 
long time; and many tons of rails, sleepers, crossings, and 


other material. 
GORGE H, DINGLE, 
4th November, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Kngineer,-— 


I beg to report that I visited the following depots on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 4th and 5th instants :-— 

Homebush.—Sydney end of station, left-hand side: Old 
rails, old points, new sleepers, and a number of old sleepers. 
Lot of fencing rails by water tank. Close to water tank a 
lot of new sleepers, rails, fish-plates, point levers, and more 
old sleepers, lying here rotting, which could be sold for fire- 
wood. Near the engine shed a lot of old rails, old bolts, 
old couplings, and timber. At Parramaita end of platform 
several large paltform lamp frames, ironwork all complete, 
and a lot of useful other scrap, lot of old sleepers and old 
fencing rails; also old crossing. 

Flemington.—Buffer stops, Sydney end of station, a Ict 
of old sleepers, partly buried, old bolts, what seems to be a 


permanent way lifting jack, and old couplings. An old 
permanent way trolly wheels, which seem to have been 
here for a long time. Further on another heap of old 


sleepers and a number of broken couplings. Close to water 
crane many more tons of old rails, fish-plates, couplings, 
some of which are lying down the bank. A lot more of old 
fencing rails and general scrap. Behind platform at Flein- 
ington many more tons of old rails, fish-plates, and bolts; 
just past platform about 2 tons of old brake-shoes, a lot of 
broken couplings, and other scrap. A lot of old springs and 
portions of old doors lying on the bank of good wrought 


iron. Number of old coupling chains scattered about the 
yard. Near the overbridge near the siding a lot more of 


old rails. Close to the points at the branch there are several 
old crossings and bolts and an old sand-pipe. <A little fur- 
ther along broken couplings and some old chains. Just by 
the signal more old switch chairs; further along by signa!- 
box there is a lot of signal material, besides old couplings. 
By east junction lot more broken couplings. 
Lidcombe.—Siding by permanent way shops, right at the 
end of siding, just on the bank, a lot of broken couplings, 
also draw-gear. Towards the Abattoirs several more coup: 
lings lying about. Nearly opposite fettlers’ humpy many 
tons of rails, crossings, fish-plates, and old bolts; by the 
humpy still more rails, old trolly wheels, fish-plates, and 
a lot of old scrap. Up and near the bridge crossing the road 
there are the remains of some old trestles of old bridge, 
with a lot of useful ironwork attached. Near the junction 
going towards brickworks are several tons of rails. Near 
the Horseshoe there are many more tons of rails. Near the 
bridge crossing the line not far from office there is the 
remains ‘of an old truck, and a lot of ironwork which could 
be recovered and again used. Opposite boiler-house several 


tons of rails, and a littel further along tons more of 
rails. Near where platforin is made for new saleyards large 


quantity of sleepers and old timber; a lot more rails and 
other permanent way scrap near the coal reserve. 
teoragé H. DeENeer, 
Gth November, 1919, 
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Witness ..-G, H. Dingle, 28 November, 1923. 
Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to repert that I visited the following depots on 
6th instant :-— 


Marrickville.—Right-hand side of station: Old rails and 
scrap. Opposite the waterworks several pieces of timber, 
hardwood, 4 and 6 feet long. 

Belmore Junction,—Tons of rails, switches, chairs, face- 
plates, old bolts, and old sleepers, and several pieces of hard- 
wooed, 12 x 12, and from 8 to 14 feet long, lying down the 
embankment, There is also one engine lifting jack lying 
near-by new buffer stops. By the fettlers’ humpy near the 
overbridge which crosses line many tons of rails, fish- 
plates, bolts, and old sleepers and chairs; also many tons 
of ironwork lies scattered about this place, which has for- 
merly been an old overbridge. Some more rails and per- 
manent way material. By the goods sidings a piece of hard- 
wood timber, 12 x 12, about 8 feet long, and also old rails. 


Tempe.—Between platform and bridge there are many 
tons of rails, o!d switches, chairs, old bolts and spikes, new 
and old sleepers, and other old timber, which could be sold 
for firewood. Sydney end of platform: An old jib crane 
lies here, about 80 tons of rails, and large number of new 
sleepers and old ones, chains for crane, fish-plates, switches, 
and lot ef most useful timber, old signal gear, a small 
office or signal-box which seems to have been used for office, 
platform lamp posts, old wire-netting—in fact, it seems as 
if it has been the remains of a footbridge for crossing 
the line, A lot ef very valuable material lies here which is 
too numerous to particularise. Close to the junction, where 
they are starting the new permanent way yard, there are 
many more tons of rails, old sleepers, fish-plates, and other 
permanent way material. Close by the office used by Con- 
struction Branch there are also many tons of rails, fish- 
plates, point rod, crossing, old timber, bolts, spikes, and 
scrap. There must be at the least 100 tons of rails lying 
within half a mile of Tempe Station, besides other valuable 
material, the worth of which would be hard to state. Going 
towards Sydenham from the permanent way office there are 
eight pieces of hardwood timber, 12 x 12, fully 20 feet long, 
besides other short pieces, all of which could be brought 
into good use. Also by the culvert built to allow the sewer 
pipe to go under the line I found a lot more ptleces of 
valuable timber, from 12 to 16 feet long, which seems to 
have been here for a long time, but is in very good con- 
dition. 

GrorGE H. DINGLE, 
7th November, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Wngineer,— 


I beg to report having visited the following depots on 
Friday, 7th instant: 

Sydney Station.—Close to the water tank there is a lot of 
old sprivpgs and two buffers. At tank, one 12-inch water 
pipe and sleeve, and two good pieces of round timber, about 
20 feet long; also carriage brake-gear, and several chains 
and worn screw couplings. By wash-shed a lot of 
coupling chains, several screw couplings, and a lot of cast- 
iron scrap. Close to end of washing-shed some 2 to 3 tons 
of brake-shoes, old springs, screw couplings, and a lot of 
angle iron and general scrap. Opposite signal-box three old 
crossings. Close to entrance of permanent way yard a 
broken crank shaft belonging to a stationary engine; also 
two old steam hammer pistons. Between interlocking and 
permanent way yard, a lot of old rails and general scrap. 


GroRGE H. DINGLE, 
8th November, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report that I visited the following places on 
Saturday, 8th instant :— 

Hveleigh.—Between coal stage and loco. offices there is 
a lot of old scrap, old timber, wrought-iron pipes, bolts for 
between engines and tenders, and a whole lot of material 
lying about between the coal stage and the offices. 

Newtown.—A lot of fencing rails and a lot of old sleepers 
and scrap lying beside the crane. By signal-box about 14 
ton of old bolts and spikes, a lot of new and old sleepers. 
crossing, fencing, and other old timber. Two large lots of 
rails in this yard, a lot more old sleepers, which should be 
put away, as they are tempting. A lot of screw coupliazs 
lying about the yard. During my inspection I saw two men 
and a boy with a cart loading their cart with sleepers, the 
name of A. Champion, St. Peters. I asked what they were 
doing with the sleepers, and they told me they were taking 
them up to the porter at the gate, but I could not see any 
porter. They afterwards took them out of their cart. 


GEORGE H. DINGLE, 
11th November, 1919. 
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Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that I visited the following places on 12th 
instant :— 
Tuesday, 11th November, 1923. 

Between Croydon and Burwood there is a lot of old fencing 
rails. 

Entering Burwood goods yard a large number of old rails, 
Folts, and other material. Just behind office a lot more old 
rails, interlocking material, large quantity of old fish-plates, 
old sleepers, old bolts, a lot of useful material. A large 
quantity of fencing palings, just handy for anyone to take, 
close to where material is unloaded for material. Also a 
lot of fencing rails, five pieces of timber 35 feet long, 1 foot 
thick. Also a quantity of new ard old rails, switches, chairs, 
old bolts and spikes and old sleepers and other coupling 
chains. At overhead footbridge a lot more old sleepers, 
broken buffer, couplings, and also a gas meter in a box 
which belongs to Commissioners. 

Ashtield.—At end of platform one broken tender spring, 
broken sand gear. Down bank at left-hand side of station, 
just past ticket office, a lot of old iron pipes which seem to 
haye heen used at part of overbridge. Also at main entrance 
to goods yard a large quantity of rails, fish-plates, earthen- 
ware drain pipes, old sleepers, tramway point boxes, and a 
lot of other useful material beside scrap. At other end of 
yard a large number of fencing posts and rails, six telegraph 
posts which seem to have been here for a long time. Another 
lot of small blocks used for paying streets just fit for fire- 
wood. Coupling chains, rails, pieces of hardwood timber, 
some of which should be brought into use, most of it 12 x 12. 
Several coupling chains lying near telegraph posts, Another 
lot of fencing material and scrap by Signal Engineer’s office. 
By crane, several boxes, old trolley wheels, old springs, screw- 
couplings, fish-plates, bolts, and other useful material. At 
end of siding and close to bridge a lot more bolts—new and 
old sleepers and other material. 

Petersham.—Behind hoarding boards, left-hand side of 
station, towards Parramatta, short pieces of channel iron, 
interlocking material, and bolts and fish-plates, &c. Old 
sleepers lying near subway. A little further three pieces of 
timber, 12 x 12, which seems to haye been used for trestle 
for bridge, about 18 feet long, which should be brought into 
use. Near the fence at office heavy piece of girder for bridge 
about 5 feet long, old rails and brake blocks. Near the main 
entrance several short pieces of hardwood which seem to 
have been buffer stops, most of which could be worked up 
again. Almost at centre of yard a lot of switch chairs, 
switches, rails, fish-plates, scrap and sleepers. 

Eveleigh Yard—Close to the subway, just past inspector's 
office, I would eall special attention to the large number of 
broken couplings lying here. 


Wednesday, 12th November, 1923. 

Kiama Goods Yard.—aA lot of old sleepers, large number 
of old telegraph poles, good hardwood timber, 12 x 12, new 
sleepers, many tons of rails, ‘fish-plates and switches, rod 
couplings, chains, and old fencing. Lot of rails and broken 
couplings, buffers and fish-plates. Point levers and a lot of 
old fencing posts and sleepers in this yard which could be 
sold locally for firewood; but are simply lying here rotting, 
or used for lighting up. A lot of wood which has been 
brought in from outside, whilst there is a lot lying here 
belonging to Commissioners which should be used for 
this purpose. A number of both screw and chain couplings 
lying about this yard. <A portion of a broken water hose lies 
in the engine shed, which I have arranged to have sent on to 
Byeleigh. Outside Bombo, found fourteen pieces of oregon, 
12 x 12, and 16 to 24 feet long, all good timber. From in- 
quiries I find it has been here over twelve months at the 
least. Also a little further along two pieces of hardwood 
about 10 feet long and other timber, and large gate hangers 
beside the cottages. At the junction leading into quarry, a 
lot of old crossings, rails, fish-plates, switch chairs, buffers, 
and hooks. Point levers, old sleepers, three pieces of hard- 
wood timber, 12 x 12, about 35 feet long, new timber. Several 
tens of old scrap iron and steel in this yard. 

I would suggest that a close inspection be made from 
Waterfall to Wollongong on both the new and old tracks, 
leaving out where they are at present working on the devia- 
tion, for on passing through I can see a lot of material lying 
about. Where the collieries are things seem very mixed. [ 
believe good results would follow if this were done. 


GEORGE H. DINGLE, 
13th November, 1919. 
Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that I visited the following places on 
Thursday and Friday, 18th and 14th instant :— 
Thursday, 138th November, 1923. 
-arramatta.—Many tons of rails on both sides of line. 
Also fish-plates, bolts, spikes, switch roads, switch chairs, a 
lot of new sleepers, lot of new palings for fencing, a very 


valuable lot of timber both in hardwood and oregon, old 
sleepers and old fencing (which is simply lying here rotting). 
Interlocking and other material—a very valuable lot. 
Material lying about here, nearly all of which could be 
brought into good use. <A lot of carthenware pipes, large 
lot of old chairs, new timber, and several pieces of channel 
iron about 25 feet long, and interlocking material under the 
goods platform. Near the crane there is a piece of 12 x 12 
about 380 feet. hardwood timber, also several pieces of both 
oregon and hardwood timber about 14 feet long. On the 
platform three pieces of hardwocd timber about 4 feet long, 
which have been lying here over two months, and which be- 
long to the Interlocking Department. Lot more of inter- 
locking material lying at buffer stops, also several pieces of 
cast-iron half way between the overbridge which crosses the 
line, and the bridge crossing the creek there are about twenty 
pieces hardwood fiooring boards, 14 feet to 20 feet long 
(between Granville and Harris Park), and up close to the 
wire fence where they could be taken away without the 
slightest trouble. Near the western and southern junctions 
several old rails; Granville junction lot of good timber be- 
longing to the Interlocking Department; lot of fencing tim- 
ber; lot of old timber which should be got rid of, either for 
lighting up or sold; a lot of fish plates, lot of gas or water 
pipes; lot of Interlocking Department old crossings close to 
crane in Granville. I would draw attention to the large 
quantity of material lying in these yards; considerable lot of 
old timber and fencing material which could be sold. Large 
quantity of interlocking material lies here; a lot of timber 
all too handy to the fence. Several coils of fencing wire at 
buffer stops; interlocking material close to platform against 
the bank, all of which is very valuable. On the platform a 
lot more hardwood planks, which seem to belong to the inter- 
locking. Close to the overbridge another large lot of 
material, fencing wire, &c. 
Friday, 14th November, 1919. 

Auburn.—Near the bridge large quantity of rails, 
plates, bolts, and other per. way material. 

Clyde Wagon Repair Yard.—This place takes a lot of ex- 
plaining as it is so latge and seems to be fairly out of control 
of the powers that are, but in justice to Mr. Stewart I say 
that I believe he does all that is possible to keep the place 
in some sort of order, but with the limited staff he has and 
the large quantity of work on hand he finds it a ‘very hard 
matter to do. In the first place I think every allowance 
should be made for him, but at the same time it cannot be 
denied that there are hundreds of tons of material lying over 
this place, and with proper handling a large quantity could 
be again brought into use. His place has been a dumping- 
place for years for everyone, and as a matter of fact tons of 
material lies about here that Mr. Stewart has never had 
anything to do with. Nevertheless this material should be 
dealt with, and what is good should be used and the scrap 
dealt with in some other way. I visited the tip on side of 
line, and from what I can see a lot of good material is buried 
here every day, and I would again suggest a man be placed at 
these tips. A lot of old timber lies about here and should be 
dealt with in some way. If anyone was caught taking any 
of this he would be handed over to the police and dealt with, 
yet this material is buried day by day. In reference to the 
yard which stands over to the left and more out of the road 
of everyone, it is disgraceful to see the thousands of pounds 
worth of material lying about and simply raises the question 
as to why it is here. Is it intended to use this material 
again? If not, why should it be allowed to remain lying 
here year after year, taking up good ground which might 
be put to better use. If this plant is out of service why has 
it not been dealt with. The three different departments are 
in this, viz., loco., per. way, and interlocking, and I would 
ask if it is not time something was done, for tons of timber 
are simply lying here rotting, and if dealt with now some 
return could be made whilst other material is deteriorating. 
This in my mind should be looked into. 


GerorGE H. DINGLE, 
15th November, 1919. 
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Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 
I beg to report having visited the following places on 
15th, 17th, 18th and 19th instants :— 


Saturday, 15th November, 1919. 

Sydney Station Yard.—Close to the Institute a lot of 
broken carriage window sashes, broken carriage seats, draw- 
bars. At the end of No. 19 platform broken chains. At 
end of No. & platform window sashes and interlocking ma- 
terial; also one large water pipe close to office at this place. 
A good deal of scrap of different kinds. At the end of No. 6 
platform broken chains and more scrap. At the end of 
No. 4, more scrap and a lot of timber. At the end of No. 1 
fi lot more window sashes. Under the coal stage a lot of 
Interlocking material, coupling chains, and broken buffers. 
At the end of No. 2, close to the little cabin, a good many 
chains, also old crossings and broken buffers. <A_ little 
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Witness—G, H. Dingle, 28 November, 1923. 


away from No, 18 platform a tender sand-pipe lying here. 


At the end of the washing shed several screw couplings, 


several chain couplings, and a lot ef useful timber. In the 
horse-box siding a lot of old carriage brake-shoes. On 
platform another large water pipe. 


Monday, 17th November, 1919. 
Proceeded to Bathurst by 9.85 a.m. train to Bathurst. 


Tuesday, 18th November, 1919. 

By loco. stage there is a lot of rails and switches, chairs, 
and point rods. By the turn-table there is a lot of scrap 
seemingly that has been in use for turn-tables. A lot of 
old sleepers and other old timber. Large quantity of rails, 
point rods, bolts, chairs, fish-plates, and other general use 
ful material. At overbridge, south end of station, 68 noles, 
from 25 to 40 feet long. Another truckload to be unloaded 
with 31 more in. At the water tank in yard there are about 
15 to 20 iron water pipes about 12 feet long, 12 inches 
diameter, which have been lying here for over twelve months, 
inmarked P.W. Also a tot of sleeves and other pipes, and a 
large lot of old sleepers. 

By Crago’s flour mill a large lot of sleepers, also what 
appears to be ironwork of a heavy bridge, which, so far as 
I can learn, has been lying here over two years; also iron- 
work belonging to turn-tables, a large lot of old timber 
simply lying here rotting, also a large lot of rails and very 
useful timber, old crossings, and general perimanent way 
material. At the end of carriage shop at station about 2 
tons of old carriage brake-shoes, broken screw couplings, and 
other material. At the guards’ barracks a large iron tank, 
in fair order, with brass tap. At the end of the coal stage 


‘a stack of several tons of fencing wire, in very good con- 


dition, fencing posts, rails, 20 old square tanks, some gal- 
vanised tanks (one of these about 1,000 gallons) in very 
fair condition, large quantity of good sleepers. Interlocking 
branch: There is very large lot of most useful material 
in this yard, some tons of signal wire, lot of most useful 
timber, some of which could be well got rid of; both iron 
and wood signal posts—in fact, material worth some thou- 
sands of pounds, which should be used before new material 
is ordered. Permanent way yard: This yard is in very 
good order, but at the same tiie there is a very considerable 
quantity of every description of permanent way material, 
which should be brought into use again and before new 
material is ordered both for interlocking and loco. and 
permanent way departments, that every effort should be 
made to use what is lying about the yard. By this means 
au very considerable saving could be made. Close to the 
permanent way yard a large quantity—about 12 quires—of 
new fencing wire, which, as before pointed out, there are 
several tons behind the coal stage, and I would suggest, as 
an illustration, that this old material should be used 
before the new is used. There are some tons of this wire 
lying in the Bathurst yard. I would like to draw attention 
to the manner in which Mr. Lewins, the Loco. Storeman, 
has his stores, which reflect great credit, as everything is 
in good order and classified, and no trouble in obtaining 
material. I have found nothing better anywhere on my 
inspection. Many tons of old scrap iron and steel which 
ought to be shifted. At the gas works a large quantity of 
good second-hand galvanised sheet iron, also woodwork of 
an old shed. I would also point out behind Crago’s mill, 
with other material, there are several tons of second-hand 
galvanised iron lying there. 

Towards Kelso there is about 30 tons of rails in the siding, 
girders for the new bridge to cross the creek, some very 
good pieces of hardwood timber up to 25 feet long. I would 
draw attention to the large lot of old fencing lying about 
between Bathurst and Raglan, and all old material, not 
likely to be brought into use for some considerable time, 
should be collected, and not allowed to lie about and rot. 
Several broken couplings and other matetial at the weigh- 
bridge; also a number of couplings lying about the yard. 
There is a very large number of couplings lying in the loco- 
motive branch of the Bathurst yard. 

The following is a list of brass and iron castings on hand 
at Bathurst :— 

Brass, rough, 238 ecwt. 2 qr. 
and serviceable. 

Brass, finished, 40cwt. 2 qr. 13 Ib., all good castings and 
serviceable. 

Iron, rough 968 ewt. 0 qr. 19 Ib., all good castings and 
serviceable, 

Brass, second-hand, 9cwt. 2 qr. 24 Ib., all good castings 
and serviceable. 

C. and W. brasses, 16 cwt. 0 qr. 7 1b., all good castings 
and serviceable. 

Serap on band on 19th November, 1919: 

Scrap steel, 10 tons. 
Serap cast iron, 7 tons. 
scrap wrought iron, 8 tons, 
Scrap steel turnings, 3 tons. 
Tubes, superheater, 72. 


7? Ib., all good castings 


222 


Witness—G. H. Dingle, 28 November, 1923. 


The following engine and tender springs are on hand :— 
Bearing bogie, 14. 
TPATUSt, ve. 
Engines, leading, 11. . 
Engines, inter., 11. 
Engines, driving, 27. 
Engines, trailing, 27. 
Tender. bogie trailer, 
Tender, t-wheel, 7. 
Material in Bathurst Depot:-- 


5. 


Unserviceable. 
Junction fish-plates, C.I., 4 ton. 
Junction fish-plates, W.I., ¢ ton. 
Catch points, Stubbs, 19. 
Switches, 60 Ib., 5. 
Crossings, “T’” rails, various angles, 9. 
Crossing, engine, solid, 9. 
Switches, engine, 714 lb., 9. 
Hish-bolts, scrap, 14 tons. 
Wrought iron, scrap, 1 ton. 
Rail, “TT” steel and iron, 60-714 to 80 Ib., 100 tons. 
Rails, D.H., 70 lb., 4 tons. 
Wood, screws, scrap, 1 ton. 
Fish-plates, junction, various sections, 200. 
Fish-plates, angle 90-lb., A.S., 2,546. 
Fish-plates, angle 90 lb., J., 250. 
Dogspikes, €, 76,500. 
Fish-bolts, 90 Ib., 38,290. 
Fish-bolts, 60 Ib., 2,220. 
Crossings, SO ]b., various angles, 28. 
Points, 80 Ib., 10. 
Crossings, 714 1lb., various angles, 20. 
Crossings, 60 1b., various angles, 9. 
Points, 60 Ib., 5. 
Rails, “T’’ steel, 60 lb., 46/40 ft. 
Rails, “T”’ steel, 80 lb., A.S., 47/80 fh, 144/40 ft. 
Rails, “T’” steel, 90 ]b., J., 11/40, 5/30 ft. 
Chairs, slide, 80 Ib., A.S., 240. 
Chairs, slide, 714 lb., standard, 210. 
Chairs, slide, 90 lb., A.S., 210. 


Second-hand material in Bathurst Depot :— 
Fish-bolts, 80 Ib., 1,060. 
Fish-bolts, 713 1b., 1,000. 
Yish-bolts, 60 Ib., 1,800. 
Dogspikes, #, 70 tons. 
Wood screws, 6,100. 
Chairs, special C.I., 2 tons. 
Rails, D.H., 70 Ib. steel, 17 tons. 
Rails, ‘“T’’ steel, 714 lb., 18 ft. sidings, 
Rails, ““T”’ steel, 714 lb., 21 ft. siding, 
Rails, “T”’ steel, 24 ft. sidings, 847. 
Rails, “T” steel, 8O 1b., 40 ft. sidings, 
Rails, ‘“T” steel, 80 lb., 30 ft. sidings. 
Nails, ‘“T” steel, odd lengths, sidings. 15 tons. 
Rails, ‘“T’’ steel. R. line, 80 Ib., 40 ft., 31. 
Rails, “T” steel, 714, R. line, 21 ft., 400. 
Crossings, D.H., 713 1b., complete sidings, 26. 
Crossings, “T,’”’ rails, 60-714 lb., various angles, complete 

sidings, 32. 

Back, front and draw rods. sidings, 1 ton. 
Yish-plates, strap, 60 1Ib., sidings, 29,400. 
Iish-plates. strap, 714 Ib., sidings, 9,800, 
Levers and stands, sidings, 197. 


323. 
1,320. 


319. 


Left Bathurst at 11.50 p.m., arriving Sydney 5.50 a.m. on 
20th November, 1919. 

Grorck H. DINGLr, 
20th November, 1919. 
Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report that I visited the following places on 
Thursday, 20th instant :— 

St. Peters.—Near the bridge, some old sleepers, old bolts, 
and general scrap. 

Erskineville-—Some old rails, fencing wire, sundry other 
scrap. In speaking to the ganger he says he wishes the old 
bridge which lies at Sydenham was shifted—that is the old 
footbridge—and it has been lying here for four years, and 
he is not able to keep the yard in proper order owing to this 
lying about. ‘ 

Alexandria Yard.—Extreme end, old broken couplings at 
the end of little iron, lot of wicket fencing, and old broken 
coal rakes and steel buffers. Broken sandpipes and other 
material. Near the interlocking box many tons of rails, fish 
plates and other permanent way material. Near the electrical 
shops old bolts, fish plates, bolts, levers, and other material: By 
little office several old screw and other couplings, also other 
useful material. By the coal elevator more rails, old steel 
wire rope, fish plates, couplings, chains, and some other 
very useful material; lot of scrap under the elevator and 
lying about, some of which could be brought into good use. 
The plate glass in Alexandria yard has been shifted, and I 


3 


would draw special attention to the other rduable iiaterial 
lying about here and ask that this be dealt with in a like 
manner to the glass. There is a large lot of iron and steel. 
Also the tip in the yard-—some timber, steel scrap, and other 
material is being buried here daily. 
Grorce H. DINGLE, 
21st November, 1919. 

Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report having visited the following places on 21st, 
22nd, 24th. : 

redfern Yard, 2ist November, 1919.—Under the coal stage, 
lot of old iron, &¢., which should be dealt with. At the end 
of fence near the scrap iron yard a lot of cast-iron, Seems ta 
have been covers of some sort. Also portion of old steam 
pipes. Also broken screw couplings, and another of these 
pipes further along, scrap iron and casting for piston rings, 
which belongs to the Loco. Department. At least 30 tons 
of new and old rails at the fettlers’ humpy. In this yard 
a lot of various material, several wedges for engines and 
tenders, and a valuable lot of material. Several tons of 
old rails, fish plates, bolts, and couplings lying against the 
bank between ash elevator and water tank. A lot of scrap 
by the humpy at the ash elevator, also a lot of cog wheels 
and a lot of other material. By the water tank a lot more 
rails, fishplates and bolts. Under the water tank a large 
casting which I am unable to describe, but which appears 
to belong to the water supply. I would draw attention to the 
new and second-hand material in the Alexandria waggon 
repair siding, and specially to the new springs which are 
exposed to all weathers, whilst there are tons of second- 
hand galvanised iron lying about which could be used to 
protect these. There is also a lot of scrap at the puimp- 
house, and good iron is lying here in the way of old broken 
rakes, &e.—a useful lot of material. A lot of second-hand 
galvanised iron which could be used for covering the 
springs and other material exposed to the weather lying 
here. I would point out that the glass in Alexandria is 
being dealt with. 

Saturday, 22nd November, 1919.—I would draw atten- 
tion to the large quantity of signal wire behind the timber 
stack at Eveleigh—all good material—and suggest that this 
be dealt with and again brought into use or disposed of. 
There are also a number of cast iron station lamp posts also 
lying here. There are also many tons of old signal wire 
lying about the yard, At the same time in travelling about 
I can find many tons of new wire. This matter, I consider, 
should be looked into at once. I notice that there are a lot 
of galvanised tanks in this yard, whilst at Bathurst they 
are making new ones, and I have already suggested that a 
depot should be established to deal with this matter, so as 
to stop the manufacture of new while there are good second- 
hand materials. There are in the Interlocking some tons of 
round iron ranging from 1% to 13% inches, some of which 
must be about 40 feet long, seemingly used for castings in 
connection with interlocking gear. Between the large erect- 
ing shop and up to the end of running shed there is a con- 
siderable quantity of iron lying about. Also a lot of gal- 
yanised iron, all of which could be brought into use. 

Monday, 24th November, 1919.—Rozelle Yard. Coming 
from Balmain junction box which crosses line, old sleepers 
and new and old timber lying here. In this yard there 
must be some hundred tons of new and old rails, bolts, 
spikes, old wooden bridge centres, old houses, tons of good 
galvanised iron, timber of every description, simply lying 
here rotting, and the question arises as to why it has been 
brought here. It will never be used by railways, some hun- 
dreds of pieces of hardwocd timber in this yard ranging 
from 1 foot to 16 inches through, and from 30 feet to 59 
feet long. Oposite the soap works on the other side of line 
the Tramway have another department of about 230 pieces 
of timber ranging from 89 to 50 feet Jong. ‘This place is 
a perfect wilderness. Several acres of ground covered with 
this material, what to call it is a question. There are 
thousands of pounds worth of material lying about rotting. 
If this timber and old iron were made into small lots and 
sold by auction thousands ef pounds would be realised. I 
have come across during my travels thousands of pounds 
worth of material, which should be brought into use instead 
of new material being obtained. If this material is made 
up in small lots and sold by auction, thousands of pounds 
would be obtained. What is the use of keeping it, why not 
turn it into money, and the country benefit thereby. No 
one could possibly believe the state of the yard without they 
were to see it. If a fire should break out hundreds of 
thousands of pounds worth of material would be destroyed. 
Near Barnes-street bridge a large lot of timber and 60 
tons of old rails. Also a lot of more useful timber, On 
the bank just past the bridge a lot of very valuable 
material, which seems to have been formerly an iron bridge, 
all of which should be brought into use. 


GEORGE H, DINorE, 
25th November, 1919, 


Chief Mechanical Engineer.-— 


I beg to report having visited the following places on 
25th instant :— 

Redfern—Interlocking Department. Behind the timber 
stack what seems to have been a bridge in connection with 
signal work is stacked away. It seems very strange that 
this yard is full of material, and new is being made, and 
it does not seem that there is room to contain the stock 
that they have. They are digging the bank away to make 
room for more. Behind the wheels and close by the timber 
stack there are some gate hangings in very good order, also 
old timber and some signal gear. Behind the timber in Mr. 
Hamilton’s yard a large number of 1 inch bolts about 4 feet 
6 inches long. Also a very large lot of other material 
belonging to waggons, and short pieces of steel rails and 
other material. Piece of water pipe, a considerable lot of 
material being allowed to accumulate at end of black- 
smith’s shop. If this material is of no use why is it here. 
and if of use why not use it. There are some tons of 
broken glass in this yard, which should be dealt with. At 
the end of store close to main line there is the remains of 
old truck turntable of no use to anyone; it is taking up good 
ground, and is unsightly. Also a lot of broken signets— 
otherwise old cast iron—about here, and a lot of bolts and 
useful second-hand material. I would call attention to a 
lot of old material at end of subway between yards belong- 
ing to old turntable. Re glass Alexandria Yard, they have 
packed twelve cases of this, twenty sheets to a case. Highty- 
three more cases to be dealt with, but the old cases are so 
rotten that they cannot be used. Behind the gates, Corn- 
wallis Street, behind the compressor a large number of pipes 
of different sizes. At the waggon department close to main 
line, thirty-seven cast-iron slabs, weighing, I believe, about 
7 ewts. each, which, as far as can be seen, is of no use 
to anyone. Formerly used in the blacksmiths’ shop. What 
is the use of keeping this material. At a scrap heap just 
past the wheels a large lot of useful material in this heap. 
Close to sand bin a large number of 11% inch bolts, which 
seems to have been used for clips about 20 inches long, all 
a first-class lot, all exposed to ¢he weather. I think this 
lot should be seen to without further delay. Also a lot of 
other valuable lies here. Between the blacksmiths and 
machine shop there is a small oil engine exposed to the 
weather. 

GrorceE H. DINGLE, 
27th November, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report that I visited the following depots on 26th 
instant :— 

White Bay.—Entering the yard by Mr. Bryant’s office 
there is a lot of old timber. By the old iron shed a valuable 
lot of material, which I suppose will commonly be known 
as “scrap.” <A lot of 12 x 12 hardwood, about 11 feet long, 
bolted together, which appears to have been used for bridges, 
Some very large elbow pipes and other material too numer- 
ous to particularise. Also a very lot of useful timber up to 
40 feet long, and picket fencing. A lot of § “T” iron, 
nbout 10 feet long, and a large number of earthenware 
pipes. Small pieces of steel rail and other material. At the 
bank by turn-table a large number of small tram rails, old 
galvanised iron, and old timber. A considerable quantity 
of old timber lying here simply taking up good room, which 
should either be used or sold in small lots. Some tons of 
steel rails also lie here. A, large quantity of good blocks of 
stones, fencing posts, castings, good fencing rails and posts, 
also close to the engine shed what seems to be a light angle 
iron bridge; also a lot of old rails and timber lying about 
-eovered over by the grass. Also heavy girders for bridges, 
a lot of wheels, large quantity of steam pipes, eight more 
bridge girders, and other material which belongs to these 
bridges. Still another ten of these girders, tons of sheet 
iron, + inch thick and 1 foot wide, 20 to 25 feet long, rusting 
away. Tons of channel iron for bridges, which has been 
in use, many tons of angle iron—in fact, this place is a gold 
mine, and only wants working. This is simply around the 
running shed. Steel rails for turn-tables, steam pipes and 
valves, and tons of good useful material lie by the turn- 
table, called scrap, nearly the whole of which should be 
brought into use. Scores of tons of rails, hardwood timber 
12 x 12, from 6 to 8 feet long, besides new bridge material, 
scores of tons of bridge material as well. It is sim- 
ply a scardal that this is not used. A lot of wheel eleva- 
tors in yard in all weathers, while there is an abundance 
of second-hand iron lying about which could be used. There 
are several coal chutes which have been lying in this yard 
from eight to nine years. Close to the chutes many tons 
of light “T” iron, a large quantity of old timber, tons of 
angle iron, simply rusting. Tip drays, water carts—in fact, 
one cannot describe it. Thousands of pounds worth of ma- 
terial here which seems to have been here for years. Cross- 
ing the road, by the large doors that admit trams into yard, 
a yery valuable lot of what is called scrap, a lot of old pipes 
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Witness—G. H. Dingle, <8 November, 192}. 


and earthenware drain-pipes. Crossing the roads some 
tons of 1% round iron, which seems to have been lying ex- 
posed to the weather for a long time. Tons of 14 inch which 
is in the same condition. Tons of § plate, 15 inches wide, 
about 85 feet long, all exposed to the weather for a long 
time. Tons of 14 inch angle iron all in a very bad state. 
Many tons of 4 inch angle iron exposed to the weather for 
a considerable time, also sheet iron in yery large quantities. 
Also blacksmiths’ bellows in large numbers simply lying 
in the open; 50 tons of so-called seran up by the coach- 
builders’ shop. Large number of galvanised iron scrap, and 
other things too numerous to mention. Whilst I find all this 
most valuable material lying about without any protection 
froin the weather, yet there must be 8 tons of second-han? 
iron lying on the job. It is not one thing, but everything 
seems alike here. Tons of chains, all exposed to the 
weather, bolts pulleys, spikes—it is simply a scandal to see 
this yard, and I am bringing a couple of spikes as a sample. 
Cog and other wheels almost smothered with grass. Tons 
of hexagon drills 1 1-32 inch close to open channels and 
behind rack of angle iron, tons of old rails, old timber, 
wrought iron water pipes, old permanent way material of 
every description, stationary engines lying about the yard 
as of no use to anyone, second-hand bridges, material of 
every description. I would like to draw attention again to 
Rozelle yard. Whilst this is full of old timber, &c., to which 
I have drawn attention, this to my mind is of a different 
nature. Hundreds of thousands of pounds of very valuable 
material lies about this yard in a very disgraceful way, Any 
many who has been trusted to hold the honorable position 
such as this as the head of this Department, and can so far 
forget the trust that is placed in him, is more than I can 
understand. I would urge that a full investigation be made 
in regard to this yard. 
GrorGE H. DINGLE, 
27th November, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report that I visited the following depots on 27th 
instant :— 

Seven Hills.—In passing through this station I saw a large 
number of sleepers. 

Blacktown.—A large amount of permanent way material 
ing the shape of rails and other general material. Just past 
the Junction on the Windsor Line both sleepers, old rails, 
and general material. 

Riverstone:—A large 
chairs. 

Mulgrave.—Just past the station a very large lot of both 
new and second-hand timber. Also a lot of Oregon 12 x 12, 
which seems to have been used in connection with bridges. 

Richmond.—-By water tank a large quantity of old 
sleepers, fettlers’ trolly, springs, and other old timber only 
fit for firewood. By side of carriage shed a lot of hard- 
wood timber, which has been here for years, and is only 
fit for firewood. About 30 tons of rails in this yard, quan- 
tity of fish plates, bolts and spikes, and I believe most of 
this is to be used for re-laying. Two very large lots of rails 
on the opposite side, about 30 tons in all, and old sleepers. 
A lot of signal gear at Blacktown, right hand side, and 
another lot of rails, good hardwood timber about 25 feet 
long, and a lot of timber only fit for firewood, 


Grorce H. DINGLE, 
28th November, 1919. 


and 


number of rails, fishplates 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report having visited the following places cn 28th 
instant :— 

Hurstville—Large lot. of rails on right hand side just 
before coming to bridge which crosses line. 

Oatley.— Opposite platform some rails and switches, point 
chairs, fish plates and old bolts, spikes and number of old 
sleepers only fit for firewood, and some coupling chains. 

Sutherland.—Just before entering +:Sutherland coal rake 
lying on the bank. Near the Nowra end of platform a lot 
of planks, timber about 12 inches through, about 16 feet 
long, and other old timber. Tons of hew and old rails, 
fish plates, earthenware drain pipes, four pairs of tram car- 
riage wheels, old chairs, &c. Near the tram shed a number 
of old crossings and rails and a very large number of old 
sleepers, old fencing, which should be sold for firewood and 
which should show a good return. I would draw special 
attention to this matter, that is, I find here the material 
for two tanks for the tramway emergency use in case of 
fire, made out of channel and angle iron, one of which is 
erected and the other lying on the ground. There has been a 
mistake made, I fear, one ordered from White Bay and the 
other from NewcaStle. There is no use for the second tank. 
and it has been lying here over four montas, and all gear 
in connection with the erection of same, winches, shear legs, 
&e., lying about. Behind the lever box on the platform 
there is an iron telegraph post just rusting away, about 35 
feet long. Coming back towards Sydney there is another very 
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Witness—G. H. Dingle, 28 November, 1923. 


large number of rails lying about. Near Como a large 
number of old sleepers on both sides of sleepers, and a lot 
of old fencing; by the bridge a lot of sleepers, waggon 
brake gear, and below the platform some tons of hardwood, 
which has been formerly used for platform, wicket fencing 
of no use to anyone, which I consider might be sold. 


GrorRGE H. DINGLE, 
29th November, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report having visited the following depots on 
Saturday, 29th November, 1919 :— i 

Eveleigh Yard.— Interlocking. Two small drilling 
machines, also portion of old lathe. Drilling machines are 
of a useful use for any of our country depots. 

Gas Works Yard. <A lot of old rails, sleepers, broken 
chairs and fishplates and buffers and old timber. Large 
amount of scrap iron, lot of lamp posts with lamps, and a 
lot of other very valuable material and plant which should 
be seen to. 

GEORGE H, DINGLE, 
ist December, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report having visited the following depots on 1st 
instant :— 

-Eveleigh Yard.—Piece of round timber about 35 feet long, 
averaging about 12 inches through down by the pump house 
at Couwallis Street. This belongs to Water Supply Branch. 
Several other pieces by end of Carpenters’ Shop. Behind 
pattern shop stores some old castings, also a lot of old 
steam pipes and galvanised iron and old timber. Pair of 
old trolley wheels behind moulding shop; some more serap 
iron, also another piece of round timber about the same 
size of the other. I would draw attention to the tip in 
Alexandria Yard and the material being daily buried there. 
Close to the footbridge in Alexandria Yard there. are three 
good square iron tanks, one partly bulged, which should be 
seen to without delay. I recommend that someone be pat 
on to gather up the good timber which simply lying about 
here, and use it for firewood; a good return would result. 
Some old screw couplings are lying on the bank, where they 
have just put up the retaining wall. : 


GrorGE H. DINGLE, 
2nd December, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report visiting Newcastle on Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, and Friday of this week, and have to report as 
follows :— 

Tuesday.—Departed for Newcastle by 2 p.m. train. 

Wednesday.—Close to the signal-box and overhead foot- 
bridge there is a little yard, and at present another road is 
being put in. I would call attention to the large lot of 
waste timber close to the fence, which is of no use to the 
railways, but if a fire broke out a lot of damage would be 
done. There is a lot of good timber here also, and other 
railway material, old couplings, chains, old buffers, lot of 
lubricator pads for cars and waggons, old springs, axle- 
boxes, and a large lot of material which should be seen to. 
A piece of round timber behind Brown Street signal-box 
about 35 feet long by about 12 inches through, partly 
buried. A lot of material lies behind the hoarding at Bur- 
wood Road crossing, a lot of old iron, tons of old rails and 
other material. 

Honeysuckle Point.—I called upon Mr. Allardice, the 
Works Manager, explaining my mission. He told me that 
he had received no instructions, and I told him that I had 
received no instructions to give him, but as a matter of 
courtesy explained my mission. He did not really refuse 
to give me any information, but said he took it as an insult 
anyone being sent, therefore he told his foreman not to turn 
me out, but to please himself what information he supplied. 
I might add that through this treatment I did not call again 
upon Mr. Allardice, nor did I particularise very much what 
was in the yard, but at the same time there is a lot of 
material there which might be used up at different times. 
IT called upon Mr. Parker of the Permanent Way or Con- 
struction Branch, and in this place found a very large lot 
of material, including twenty-eight girders, which were made 
for the Bathurst bridge, some old girders which have been 
here for years, which came from the Ultimo Power House, 
large lot of doors from goods sheds, &e., but I wish to ex- 
press there are some thousands of pounds worth of material 
lying in this yard, and that everything does credit to the 
department in the admirable way it is kept. Mr. Parker, 
after inspection of this yard, accompanied me to Hamilton, 
and in the yard there there is some thousands of pounds 
worth of material, and as I expressed regarding Honeysuckle 
Point yard this yard is in very good conduct, and refiects 
credit. I then went over to the Loco. Running Shed, and 
was very courteously treated by Mr. Watson, who instructed 
his foreman to give me all the information possible, and I 
would like to add that this yard is by no means as clean as 
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I would like to see it, but yet under the very great difficnl- 
ties under which they have to work, great credit is due to 
them for the manner in which the work is done. At Bathurst 
with double the equipment of this shed nothing near the 
mileage is practically better equipped, but too much praise 
cannot be bestowed on the staff for the manner in which 
the work is carried out. There is a very large amount of 
old timber or posts about 35 feet long in this yard, some 
very much decayed, but the departments seem to be work- 
ing amicably together, and a lot of this timber, which is of 
no further use, is being cut up in lengths, and supplied to 
the Loco. Branch for firewood, which I consider is a very 
proper thing to do. By the station a large lot of old rails 
and other permanent way up close to the station. 


The following is the stock at Hamilton running shed :— 

Brass castings, rough, 114 ewt. 2 qr. 17 Ib., all good and 
serviceable. 

Brags castings, finished, 5lcwt. 2 qrs. 4 Ib., all good and 
serviceable. 

Iron rough castings, 640 ewt. 2 qr. 22 lb., all good and 
serviceable, 

Iron, second-hand, 10 cwt. 1 qr., all good and serviceable. 

C. and W. brasses, 1 qr. 15 Ib., all good and serviceable. 

Scrap on hand. 

Scrap steel, 2 tons. 

Scrap, cast iron, 7 tons. 

Scrap, wrought iron, 3 tons. 

Scrap, brass, 4 tons 17 ewt. 2 qrs. (casting and borings). 

Scrap copper, 18 ewt. 

Tubes, superheater, 1 cwt. 

Woodyille Junction.—This sems to have beén made a kind 
of dumping ground, there is a good quantity of second-hand 
timber, 12 x 12 hardwood, which was used in connection 
with bridge work, large cast-iron water pipes, very large 
number of old sleepers, and other old timber, and large 
earthenware pipes. 

Newcastle Yard.—At Newcastle goods siding by water 
tank at top of yard some splendid pieces of 12 x 12 and 
other good timber. In the construction part of this yard 
very large lot of 83-inch water pipes, earthenware pipes, and 
other material. By the new power-house a large amount 
of old timber lying about which will never be used by the 
railways. It is both unsightly and dangerous, and takes up 
good room. I would advise that this be gathered up. To- 
wards the beach there is a large lot of old material, which - 
should be got rid of, and would be a good thing to get it 
out of the way, otherwise it will only rot. There is 50 tons 
of rails of one kind and another, beside permanent way 
material, which is near No. 1 gang. At permanent way 
yard, Honeysuckle Point, a large amount of galvanised iron 
tanks, and other permanent way material. 

The Dyke.—Across Nos. 10 and 11 cranes (Outer Basin) 
there are about 2 tons of old spikes, rails, and other per- 
manent way material, No. 1 crane many tons of old wire 
ropes, old wheels of cranes, water pipes, and a Jot of old 
scrap. Also close by a lot of old timber. Across No. 1 crane, 
which is called the inner basin, a lot of old sleepers and a 
small office, which is almost a wreck, and could be done up 
and made use of. In the permanent way depot in this yard 
about 50 tons of rails and a general lot of permanent way 
material. On the bank opposite the McMyler hoist many 
tons of rails, crossings, fishplates, and bolts, tons of old ~ 
wire ropes, and a large quantity of old timber. ‘Towards 
Port Waratah many more tons of both new and old rails, 
a large number of castings, tons of old timber. On the bank 
here there is something which I need not point out, that is 
the remains of the MeMyler hoist. Just past the bank there 
are many tons of old timber simply rotting away, and wheels 
and other general scrap. 

I think that the old stock lying about in Neweastle Yard 
and elsewhere should be collected and sold, and a yery large 
return would result. On my way home, and going, I saw a 
very large number of old sleepers lying along the line, which 
should be gathered up and disposed of. 

I arrived home at 8.380 on Thursday evening, having left 
Newcastle by the 5 p.m. train, 

GrorGE H, DINGLE, 
6th December, 1919. 
Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 

I beg to report having visited the following depots on 
Saturday, 6th instant :— 

Eveleigh.—Lying on the bank just past the serap bin 
opposite large erecting shop a lot of good timber about 40 
feet long, apparently shear legs, some old rails, heavy engine 
springs, old engine bogies, wrought iron funnel and other 
material. <A little further along a lot of old rails, piece of 
new timber for buffers, old iron pipes. In an old boiler on 
the bank a lot of old rivets and other scrap. 

Alexandria Yard.—Behind where they are unloading the 
blue metal for the Permanent Way Branch a large number 
of drums, but what they have been used for I cannot say. 
At present they are in good order, but I would advise that 
they be put under cover somewhere, and if not of any use, 


sell them. Also a lot of old casks, and other old timber, a lot 
of cast iron lying about, all of which should be dealt with. 
At the crane in this yard there are many tons of bridge 
material of all descriptions and truck wheels, which seem 
to have been very little used. It may be said that this 
material at the crane, if at high cost, but it might be said 
that cheaper material should be used to load the crane. 


GEORGE H. DINGLE, 
8th December, 1919. 


Chief Mechanical Engineer,— 


I beg to report having visited the following places on 9th 
instant :— 


“ Between the tinsmiths’ shop and the scrap heap at the 
back there is some new iron lying almost buried up. To- 
wards the running shed there is a draw-bar lying buried, 
just showing at the top. A lot of other useful iron lying all 
along this bank.” 


Alexandria Yard. Re glass. I observe there are four men 
employed now, and have been for nearly three weeks, mak- 
ing new cases to repack this glass. One-third of this glass 
has been wilfully destroyed through exposure to weather. 
The old cases are rotten, and cannot be used through being 
exposed, and through this the glass, up to thousands of 
pounds, has been ruined. It will take another three weeks 
for the four men to shift this glass and recase it. I would 
ask Commissioners to kindly call upon Mr. Melville for a 
statement as to the cost of shifting this glass, for which, lL 
believe, £20 has been allowed; where is he finding the balance 
of the money. Close to the fence I called attention some 
weeks ago to four large water pipes (two elbows and two 
straight pipes) about 20 inches diameter. I visited this 
place again yesterday, and I find that these pipes are still 
being buried up. If these are not removed, something else 
will have to be done. I also note that the Alexandria Yard 
generally has been cleaned up, that is, old timber gathered 
up in accordance with the reports I have furnished. I 
would like to ask if it is through these reports having good 
material taken care of, that I am being dismissed the ser- 
vice. 

Groree H. DINeGLE, 
10th December, 1919. 


[Certificate of service, marked Exhibit “B.’ Copy 
of “ Weekly Notes,’ calling for applications for Reclama- 
tion Officer, marked Exhibit “C.’ Copy of “ Questions 
and Answers,’ Legislative Assembly, 11th October, 1923, 
marked Exhibit “D.”] 


3. What did you receive for your services ?—My reports 
extended from 13th October, 1919, to 10th December, 
1919. Up to the last three weeks I was in receipt of 
14s. 8d. a day. Then a new award came in, showing I 
was only employed as a machinist, and I received 16s. 9d. 
per day for the three weeks. 
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4. During that period did you speak to Mr. Lucy or 
anyone else relative to the remuneration you were re- 
ceiving ?—Not after the first day. I was instructed by 
Mr. Luey’s chief clerk to proceed to Newcastle My 
reports were typed in the office. On one occasion I was 
in Mr. Luey’s office with Mr. Warren, Works Manager, 
and was instructed to proceed to the Clyde Stores De- 
partment, and to meet Mr. Hill, Chief Draughtsman. 
With Mr. Warren I was in Mr. Lucy’s office, and he read 
portion of Mr. Hill’s last report wherein he stated that 
he had £232,000 worth of axles and tyres in the Clyde 
works alone. When Mr. Hill came to Clyde he wanted 
to know from me where the £500,000 worth was and 
ridiculed me. Then [ told him what the Chief Mech- 
anical Engineer had read to Mr. Warren and myself. I 
said that it would be easy to find another half million. 
I claim there were goods to over half a million pounds 
lying in the Clyde yards alone. A lot of it is there to- 
day. There are acres of ground covered with stock for 
which thig country has had to pay. My last trip was to 
Newcastle, on 22nd December. There is half a million 
pounds of stuff lying at Newcastle. It could be used in 
the back country. You could construct 2,000 miles of 
railways without buying anything new. It had been used, 
but was fit for use in the country. It would last for the 
next fifteen years. When I returned from Newcastle 
‘Mr. Lucy and Mr. Warren saw me and told me to see 
them on Monday morning. I was told to stop and go 
off. 

5. Had you completed your investigations then ?—I 
had not started then. My work was not nearly finished. 

6. What were you told on the Monday morning ?—Mr. 
Lucy told me my services were dispensed with. Mr. 
Fraser had gone to America, and had recommended the 
MecMyler hoist. ‘That is the last I reported on, and that 
is why I think I was blocked. No reason was given to 
me. 
7. What did you say? said I did not understand their 
action, and I was not satisfied with it. I sent letters to 
the Chief Commissioner. JI went back five days after- 
wards. Mr. Fluke told me they had found a job at Clyde 
to take the size and numbers of old axles. I took the job 
for a month, and then my services were dispensed with. 
Mr. Fluke said that he had made arrangements to erect 
a plant to deal with the old material. 


[“Questions and Answers,’ Legislative Assembly, 8th 
September, 1920, marked Hxhibit “ HE.” | 


THURSDAY, 29 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
Present:— 


R. B. WALKER, Esq. (IN THE CHAIR). 


Mr. THORBY. 


George Helson Dingle, further examined :— 


8. Mr. Spender.] You have something further to say 
with regard to your conversation with Mr. Fluke?—Mr. 
Fluke said they were making arrangements to deal with 
the old scrap. He said that would be very much better 
than selling it for 30s. a ton. I said that for £8 10s. a ton 
it could be manufactured into new iron. I proceeded to 
Clyde on the following morning, and continued there until 
8th January, 1920, when my services ceased. I was taking 
the size and number of axles and chairs. 

9. Did you write asking permission to inspect certain 
property while the Royal Commission was sitting ?’—A 
commission was sitting to inquire into victimisation and 
administration. The judge permitted me to give evidence. 
Some time afterwards I again applied to be allowed to 


Mr. ANDERSON. 


| 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, . 


travel over different depots to see what had been done as 
a result of my reports. Eventually I got permission early 
in 1921. 

[Hahibit “P’—Letter from Mr. Dingle to the Railway 
Commissioners dated 9th December, 1920, asking permis- 
sion to visit and go through the whole of the properties 
of the Commissioners to inspect material and letters from 
the Secretary for Railways, one dated 17th January, 1921, 
and the other undated. | 

10. Did you inspect the places?—I inspected Redfern, 
Eveleigh, Clyde, White Bay, and Bathurst. 

11. What did you find?—I found that considerable quan- 
tities of material had been either put in Commission or sent 
away. I also found large quantities of material of every 
description upon the banks. There were thousands of 
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springs to go into carriages. Some new material was 
lying where water was running on it. It would have to 
be freed of rust before being used. Mr. Nicoll accom- 
panied me, and I brought these matters under his notice. 
Before going to those places I saw Mr. Fox, who was 
cordially received by him. He asked me my age and when 
I was retired. I told him I was 64 when I was sacked. 
He said, “ Not sacked; retired.” I said, “No, it was 
nothing less than the sack.” Age limit had nothing to 
do with it. I knew of other men older than me who were 
still in the service. Mr. Nicoll accompanied me on my 
inspection under direction of the Railway Commissioner. 
I met Mr. Nicoll when I got to Eveleigh. I spent a day 
in the Eveleigh yard. <A lot of old stock had been removed. 
On the following day I visited the locomotive side. I 
found five or six locomotives which had not been in use 
for some years. I know that, because I worked at Eveleigh 
for ten or eleven years, and they were there while J was 
there. At the running-shed end the coal stage had not 
been in use for some years. Rails and everything in con- 
nection with rail work was lying about. Behind the work- 
shop is a moulding shop. Plint of every description was 
lying there, including old copper superheaters too numerous 
to count. At the boiler shop the new hydraulic lft had 
never keen brought into use. In the turning-shop a lathe 
was crected for turning up tyres. I believe it was a total 
failure. We visited Alexandria, where I had found about 
140 cases of plate-glass which had been lying there for 
some years. That had now disappeared. There were from 
four to six men engaged repacking that glass for about 
a month after I made my reports. We also visited White 
Bay. I found that a considerable amount of stuff had 
been removed. There was about 20 tons of steel lying 
close to the water that had been used in connection with 
quarry work. On my second visit the quantity was greatly 
reduced. Many girders had been removed. 

12. In consequence of your reports there had been a 
marked improvement, and stuff had been removed or stored 
and stacked’—Yes. In my report on White Bay I asked 
that the old galvanised-iron should be used for putting 
up sheds. When I went there with Mr. Nicoll I found 
those sheds had been erected and a lot of the stuff was 
stored in them. 

[| Exhibit “ G.’—Correspondence between Mr. Dingle and 
the Department relative to his reports and retirement. | 


13. J understand you know two or three men employed 
as inspectors who are over the ordinary age of retirement? 
—Yes; Mr. Sileocks, Chief Inspector of the Tramway 
Department, is 78 years, and Mr. Mitchell, Inspector of 
the Tramway Department, is over 70 vears. 

14. Chairman.| Have you received any payment or bonus 
from the Commissioners for your reports?—No, I have 
received ordinary machinist’s wages. For the last three 
weeks I got 16s. 9d. a day on account of the general rise 
in wages. 

15. You spoke of material being covered with grass ?— 
Yes, in various yards there were hundreds of tons buried— 
good useful material—to make up the level of the yards. 

16. From where did the broken glass come?—I could 
not say. I do not know whether it was broken purposely 
or through neglect. It should have been sold instead of 
lying there. 

17. Do I understand you made repeated applications to 
the department for remuneration or some consideration ?— 
I cannot say I have done that. I made application for 
another month’s leave for good conduct. 

18. Do you receive any pension?—Yes, £82 a year. 

19. Mr, Thorby.] What expenses were you allowed during 
your travels of inspection ?—T wo shillings a day for dinner. 
In Newcastle I was allowed 12s. a night. 

20. Where did.you see material buried?—At Clyde, 
Eveleigh, Newcastle, and everywhere I went. 

21. Was it buried under the earthworks to extend the 
yard at Clyde?—It came up in trucks. It was sent up to 
Clyde and put into tips. 


22. This stuff eventually buried other stuff lying at 
Ciyde’—Yes. It was moved to make room for sidings. 

23. Was much of tho plate-glass at Alexandria yards 
broken ¢—Over one-third. 

24. When it was first placed there, was it in cases ?— 
Yes, but they were rotten and fell to pieces on being 
touched. New cases had to te made to remove it. At 
White Bay there were over 500 cases in the same state. 

25. You were appointed to go on this tour of inspection 
after having heard something about ‘Clyde; what was that 
something ?—About the stuff being buried. A man in a 
high position in the service said, “ You ought to go up to 
Clyde and see what they are doing.” 

25. Was it the department that prompted you to go 
to Clyde on that day when I and Mr. Starr were there, or 
did you go of your own accord !—I went of my own accord; 
no one else had anything to do with it. It was only a 
coincidence that you and Mr. Starr were there. I told 
Mr. Lucy next morning what and whom IJ saw. 

27. What did he say when ycu said that you had met Mr. 
Starr and me at the yard?—He made no comment on that. 
He told me to see him next morning, when he would tell 
me what to do. 

28. From that time until you saw him next morning, 
did you confer with Mr. Warren, the works manager, at 
Eveleigh?—I did not see Mr. Warren after seeing Mr. 
Lucy. 

29. Did Mr. Warren know you were going to Clyde on 
that particular day ?—He did not. I reported to him next 
day what I had seen, and he rang up Mr. Lucy. I saw 
Mr. Luey subsequently. 

30. Prior to your going to Clyde, do you remember Mr. 
Warren and Mr. Lucy accompanying me through Ere- 
leigh works?—I saw you there, but I cannot remember 
whether it was before or after I went to Clyde. 

31. Mr. Anderson.| The work you claim to have done 
is embodied in the reports read to the committee ?—Yes. 

32. You claim that as a result of those reports certain 
savings have been effected through the salwing of good 
material ?—Yes. 

33. When you were put on the job, was any remuneration 
for you mentioned?—No. I saw Mr. Lucy, and I had to 
see him again next day. I was told that Mr. Warren, 
Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Lucy waited upon the Commis- 
sioner that afternoon. When I saw Mr. Lucy next day 
he told me to remain at work for that week. The annual 
holidays and the Eight Hour Day came on, and J reported 
to him on the Tuesday morning. Then I was put on this 
job. When the letter was given to me by Mr. Fluke I was 
told to go to Mr. Hamilton, who would find me something 
to do. ’ 

34. Had you an appointment as investigating officer 
with a view to reporting on the material?—It is nearly as 
big a mystery to me as it is to you. I did the work. TI 
want to know from Mr. Fraser why I was put there. My 
services should have finished on 6th September, but Mr. 
I‘raser wanted me to go over that time. Why did he allow 
me to go over that time? 

539. On what basis do you claim that because your work 
was profitable to the Commissioners you should be given 
special remuneration ?—In the service there is a committee. 
Anyone proposing anything which proves of service is 
made a special allowance. There is no other man who has 
been able to show such a saving as I have shown. The 
committee can see right throughout New South Wales 
what has resulted from my reports. 

36. Because of that you are asking for some compensa- 
tion ?—I rightly think I am entitled to it. 

37. Mr. Cann.] Ave you not aware that a committee is 
established which investigates hundreds of suggestions for 
improvements or economies in the service?—Yes, 

38. Did you make application to that committee?—I 
could not when I was out of the service. 

39. Were you put on that special work wh'le you were 
in the service?—My services were continue] under the 
circumstances that I have narrated. 


40, Did you at any time, either in the service or out of 
the service, make any application to the committee which 
18 appointed in connection with economising ?—No. 

41. Why not?—I did not think it necessary when I was 
dealing with the chief of the department. I never thought 
of such a thing. 

42. Do not all the railway servants deal with the Com- 
missioners in regard to that matter?—There are a lot of 
papers which the Commissioner does not see. 

43. Is it not the usual practice that before a bonus is 
granted it has to be approved by the Railway Commis- 
sioners ?—I cannot say. 

44. You have said that one man was kept in the service 
at 78 years of age. Do you claim you were the only man 
discharged in the way you were ?—Not by thousands. 

45. Do you claim special treatment because those other 
men have been kept on?—They have not done the work I 
have. 

46. How do you know?—I have given you the proof of 
what I did. 

47. Do you know that other men have been put on to do 
this kind of work ?—No. 

47. Would you be surprised if I gave you two or three 
gs of men who have been put on to similar work ?— 
—Yes. 

49. Do you know that Chief Examiner Barnes, of Clyde 
Yards, who worked throughout the strike, was given twelve 
months’ extension of time, and was retired in the same 
way as you have been, and on three different occasions 
was told to make reports to the department as to material 
lying about ;—would you say he was entitled to special pay- 
ment ‘!—If he did what I did he was entitled to it. 

50. You have nothing to show in the way of a claim 
except Mr. Lucy’s implied promise?—That is so. 

51. Do you say all the other men who have had the 
same experience as you have had should be entitled to the 
same thing as you are claiming?’—Any man who shows 
where a saving can be made would expect to be recom- 
pensed. 

52. Would you expect to be recompensed without apply- 
ing to the special committee appointed for the purpose ?— 
I did not know it was there for that purpose. 

53. Do you know that many people have got a bonus 
from that committee?—Yes, but some of them should be 
ashamed of getting it. 

54. How came you not to report on eighty disused loco- 
motives at the Clyde’—Because the department knew they 
were there. 

55. How do you know the department did not know the 
other stuff was where you saw it?—Because half of it was 
buried. When I could find £232,000 worth of axles and 
other things they could not have known of them. 

56. What kind of stuff is buried ?—AIl classes of stuff. 

57. Where?—At Clyde and elsewhere. I was there last 
week, and did not find the same state of affairs as when 
I visited them first. 

58. Is it not a fact that every railway employee is sup- 
posed to report to his foreman every instance where a 
saving can be effected ?—No, it would not be safe for him 
to report; he might be sacked. 

59. You visited the depot at Lidcombe and you reported 
it was one of the worst you had visited ?—Yes. 

60. Is it not a fact that practically ever since that depot 
was established it has been a collecting place for disused 
material, and that periodically the auctioneer was called 
in and the stuff sold?—I do not dispute that sales have 
taken place. What I am concerned about is that the stuff 
which I found was there when I inspected the places. 

61. Where you aware that was really a collecting yard? 
743) could not say that. There are so many of these yards 
im existence that it is hard to say what is what. 

62. Do you mean to say they have no tally of that stuff? 
—They had no tally of half of it. They may have now. 

63. When you visited these places did you haye any 
understanding that you would have a claim on the Rail- 
way Commissioners for taking stock of these things ?—I 
certainly did. 
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64. And the only basis for that idea was what Mr. Lucy 
said?—Yes, and I thought he was an honourable man. 

65. Mr. Thorby.] Do you claim a bonus under the in- 
ventions and suggestions committee system for having 
suggested to the department where large savings could be 
made by utilising a quantity of material you located as 
being wasted ?—I cannot say I claim under that committee. 
I cannot say I could submit a claim to it under the con- 
ditions of my work. 

66. Chairman.] You are making a claim on account of 
your suggestions which resulted in the saving of material? 
—Yes. 

67. It does not matter to you whether the claim is met 
through the inventions and suggestions committee or 
otherwise ?—That is so. 

68. Mr. Garside (for the Railway Commissioners).] In 
1893 did you retire from the service on the ground of ill- 
health ?—I did. 

69. Did you receive a gratuity on that occasion of 
£39 8s.?—I did. 

70. Did you come back into the Loco. Department in 
June, 1895 ?—I did. 

71. You reached the age of 60 during 1915%—Yes. 

72. You know that the by-laws provide for retirement 
at 60 years of age’—Yes. 

73. And that the actual retirement is at the discretion 
of the Commissioners ?—I believe so. 

74. You know you were retained from year to year at 
the Commissioners’ approval?—When I was 60 years of 
age the shop foreman asked me what I was going to do. 
He said, “ We want you to stop on; you are good enough 
for another five years.” 

75. Did you receive one month’s leave on full pay in 
July, 1911?%—I did. 

76. Coming to the 1917 episode; you approached Mr. 
Lucy on the day the strike broke out?—No, I did not. 

77. Who did approach him on your behalf?—No one. 
There was a deputation from the shop. It has been said I 
was one. I deny I approached Mr. Lucy personally on that 
date. 

78. You did not ask to be ‘stood off on that day because 
you were over 60?—-No; my superannuation was at stake. 

79. On 26th September, 1917, did you ask permission to 
open a store in the workshops for the sale of tobacco ?—I 
did. 

80. You stated then you were 61 years of age and were 
failing and you wanted to retire to make room for a 
younger man ?—Yes. 

81. That was over two years prior to the date that you 
went off ?—Yes, I was in a position to go off then. 

82. Two years before you actually went off you were 
ready to retire?—That is so, but Mr. Fraser found me 
another job afterwards. 

83. Do you recollect on the 22nd April, 1918, you asked 
to be retired ?—Yes. 

84. You actually sent in a letter?—I did, asking on 
certain conditions. f 

85. You felt you were ready to enjoy a rest ?-—Yes. 

86. That was a year and eight months prior to what you 
consider was your dismissal?—That is all right. 

87. Do you know the Commissioners approved of your 
retirement following on that letter ?—No. 

88. Did not Mr. Mills, your foreman, hand you a letter? 
—No. 

89. Did you not refuse to give them a date for your 
retirement ?—Yes, because I sent in letters asking to be 
retired on certain conditions. I had to fight that case out. 

90. You refused to give them a date for retiring after 
you got that letter ?—1I did. 

91. You remember interviewing the Commissioners on 


6th November, 1918?—I do. 
92. What was your object?—I was discharged by Mr. 
Spurway. I went to Mr. Ball at Parliament House and 
forced an interview with Mr. Fraser. 
93. Did you not want three months’ leave of absence 
on full pay ?—Yes. 
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94, What did the Commissioners inform you?—That if 
they granted me three months on full pay they would have 
to give the same to every man. 

95. And the Chief Commissioner asked you if you would 
like to continue in the service?’—No, he did not; I had to 
ask for that. 

96. The Commissioner agreed to your continuing in the 
seryice for twelve months with permission to retire in the 
meantime if you desired it?—Yes. : 

97. And the Commissioners also approved of three days 
lost time being made up to you?—Yes. 

98. At that time you were quite satisfied with the way 
the Commissioners treated you?—The Chief Commis- 
sioner treated me in a courteous way. 

99. You thanked him for his consideration?—For his 
courtesy, which is a very different thing. 

100. Prior to your going to the Commissioners you know 
the date of your retirement was fixed as from 12th Octo- 
ber, 1918 ?—Yes. 

101. The Chief Commissioner, having agreed to extend: 
your time to twelye months, that would carry it forward 
to 12th October, 1919 ?—Yes. 

102. Yet you did not actually retire until the end of 
1919’—I think it was 8th January, 1920. I actually 
finished on the 8th January. 

103. Did you work till the 8th, or did you not actually 
finish duty on 81st December, 1919?—I worked some days 
in January to the best of my belief. 

104. You informed the Chief Commissioner by letter 
on 22nd December, 1919, that you were ready to leave the 
service ?—Yes. 

105. Do you not now appreciate the fact that you were 
very generously treated right through by the Commis- 
sioners?’—If I did I would not be here now. 

10€. You know when a man is dismissed from the ser- 
vice he usually gets some form of dismissal ?—Yes. 

107. Did you get any form of dismissal ?—No. 

108. All the advice you got was that you were to be re- 
tired?’—Yes; in fact I did not get that advice after I 
got the twelve months’ extension until Mr. Fraser stopped 
me upon my last report on Neweastle. 

109. You were informed by Mr. Lucy you were to be 
retired ?—Yes, in writing. 

110. Therefore you were not dismissed?—You may call 
it what you like. 

111. From your long experience you will agree that a 
huge business concern like the railways and tramways 
demands that a certain amount of stock shall be carried 
at various points in the service?—Yes. 

112. Had you any idea at the time you made your in- 
spections in 1919 what length of track we had open in the 
service ?—No. 

113. Would you be surprised to know we had 4,800 mules 
of main line track ?—No. 

114. In addition do you know we had 1,000 miles of sid- 
ings to maintain?—Just so. 

115. Do you agree that with 4,800 miles of main line 
and 1,000 miles of sidings it was necessary to have con- 
siderable stocks of railway sleepers and fastenings *—Yes. 

116. Before you made any of your reports did you make 
inquiries from the officers in charge of those stocks ?—No. 

117. You did not actually find out whether they were 
recorded in the stock books?—No. 

118. You did not give anyone an opportunity of giving 
you the information?—No, I considered it was useless to 
ask them. 

119. Then how were you able to show that this material 
was either lost or overlooked?—Only by looking through 
it, seeing the state it was in, and learning the time it 
was lying there. That glass was not of any use to anyone, 
and thousands of other things was like it. 

120. Did you ascertain whether the rails at Clyde and 
other places were second-hand or were fit for sidings?— 
My general knowledge of railway work told me whether 
they were fit for use or not. 


121. Do you say they were not fit for use?—A lot were, 
and a lot were not. 

122. How much per.-way experience did you have?—l 
was about eight or nine years in the per-way shop making 
crossings and switches, and so on. 

123. Would that give you much experience of the value 
of second-hand railway material?—I think so. I would 
obtain general knowledge. A man need not be double 
sighted to see when a rail or a switch or a crossing is 
worn out. 

124. When you were making inspections were you aware 
that the whole of the per-way material was properly re- 
corded and returned for the information of the Commis- 
sioner every month?—No, I was not, but those who dil 
know it and left the stuff in the way it was should be 
made to answer for what I saw. 

125. What would you consider would have been a reason- 
able sum to obtain for sales of scrap rails for twelve 
months¢—The price of material at that time which was 
during the war was great. Some of the stuff lying thers 
was worth £380 a ton. 

126. What stuff was that?—-Steel rails, tyres, and axles. 

127. You have stated we had considerable quantity of 
this material on hand which should have been sold. What 
quantity do you think we should have sold ?—Thousands 
of pounds worth should have been sold. Rather I do nut 
think any of it should have been sold. A proper plans 
should have been laid down, and it should have been 
utilised. Hundreds of thousands of pounds could haye 
been saved that way. 

128. What do you think would have been a fair scrap 
sale of those rails for twelve months?—I disapprove of the 
sale of the rails. I said the old timber could have been 
sold for firewood, and tyres and things lying at Granville. 

129. With all your analysis of the stocks you cannot 
give an idea of what should have been sold?—You should 
have been able to use it yourself. 

130. You referred to sleepers a number of times in your 
reports. Have you any idea of the number of sleepers 
actually used in the track for the year ending 30th June, 
1919 @—No. ; 

131. Did you make any inquiries ?—No. 

132. Do you know we actually put into the track 610.088 
sleepers ?—I should not be surprised. 

133. That being so, does it not follow that at any time 
you would see a large number of sleepers about?—I admit 
that. 

134. With your experience of Eveleigh workshops you 
know there is practically no room for storing large quan- 
tities of axles or tyres?—It is too congested for that. 

135. The stock has to go to the depots?—I know stock 
is held at Clyde. 

136. Do you not realise that with our large number of 
locos, carriages, and waggons, a very large stock is required 
to meet current repairs ?—Yes. 

137. Did you make any check of the movement of axles 
and tyres at Clyde to see if we were actually overstocked ? 
—I do not know how you can expect a man of my experi- 
ence to know what was required, but I say you were over- 
stocked. Ag you had this stuff lying there for years and 
did not want it you must have stocked far ahead of re- 
quirements. 

138. When did the stock go into the place?—I cannot 
know until I see your returns. 

139. Could you not have found out when you were mak- 
ing your reports ?—I had not power to do so. 

140. Was any time limit put on your inspection at Clyde 
or anywhere else?—Not that I know of. 

141. Why did you not do the job thoroughly when you 
were at it?’—Because I was told to go to certain places 
on certain days. 

142. Do you know how many locos were in actual ser- 
vice when you made your inspections’—No, nor the num- 
ber out of service. 

143. You have no idea what stock of locos was required 
to carry on with ?—No. 
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144. How, then, can you be in a position to say there 
was surplus stock?—You only need to see the state it 
was in to know that. 

145. You are simply judging it because it was carrying 
a bit of rust and corrosion?—No, I am judging by the 
manner in which it was scattered broadcast everywhere. 


146. But you will admit new material ean be scattered 
broadcast ?—Yes, and it was scattered. 

147. Neither that nor the rust would fix the age of the 
material?—No, it would not. 

148. You made no check to find out how long it was 
there?—I was not allowed to. 


TUESDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1923. 


Present: — 


Mr. R. B. WALKER (In tHE CHAIR. 


Mr. NESS, 
Mr. ANDERSON, 


John Warren, Loco. Works manager, Department of 
Railways, Eveleigh, sworn, and examined :— 

149. Mr. Garside.| In September, 1919, what position 
did you oceupy ?—Loco. works manager. 

150. Did you have a machinist named George Dingle 
on your staff ?’—Yes. 

151. Do you remember his making a statement to you 
with regard to material at Clyde Yards?—Yes. <A few 
days before the establishment was closed for the annual 
leave, I think it was on a Thursday, about December 19, 
he told me he knew of a lot of stuff at Clyde and asked 
to be allowed to point it out to the authorities. I told 
Mr. Luey, Chief Mechanical Engineer, exactly what Din- 
gle had said. Dingle then saw Mr. Lucy and was sent 
to Clyde. At that time he was just about being retired. 
I said to Mr. Lucy it would be as well to let him go up 
and see what he could find. I had a conversation with 
Mr. Luey afterwards and he told me what he had done. 
The holidays intervened between the time Dingle saw 
me and when I heard of it again. I believe he was sent 
up on 2nd October. 

152. So far as you are concerned was there any ques- 
tion of remuneration ?’—No, I looked on it as a bit of a 
holiday for the old chap. It was a good finish up to his 
career. 

153. Did you expect he could locate much that was not 
known to the Department ?—No. 

1534. Can you give us some idea of the quantity of 
east iron scrap which you are using in the foundry ?—Last 
month the amount passed through the cupola was about 
850 to 875 tons, one-third of which would be scrap iron. 
We use 33 per cent. of scrap iron and a great amount of 
steel. Sometimes we use 33 per cent. of steel. If we were 
easting cylinders we would use 33 per cent. each of cast 
iron, steel, and pig from Hoskins’. 

154. Is this document a correct statement of the cast 
iron used in the first nine months of 1919?—I should say 
so, because at that time we were not using very much 
serap steel. 

[Exhibit “ H.’—Certified quantities of cast iron scrap 
used in the first nine months, 1919, at Eveleigh foundry. | 

155. Mr. Spender.] Can I take it that Dingle came to 
you on Tuesday, 23rd September?—You can fix the date 
as during that week. 

156. Have you a clear recollection of what took place? 
—Yes. 

157. Can you remember whether Mr.-Dingle mentioned 
the names of Messrs. Thorby and Starr?—I am not sure. 
T cannot say he did not. I knew Messrs. Thorby and 
Starr. 

158. You knew there was some talk of a Royal Com- 
mission to inquire into failway administration?—Yes, I 
knew Measrs. Thorby and Starr took an interest in it 
and had made certain inquiries with respect to the ad- 
ministration. 

159. When Dingle came to you did he not draw your 
attention to a terrible waste of material?—No. He 
told me the knew of a great amount o! stuff at Clyde and 
suggested he should be allowed to go up there. 


Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Masor CONNELL. 


160. Did he refer to Thorby or Starr?—I would not like 
to say he referred to either. 

161. Did you regard him as being serious?’—Dingle was 
always serious. 

162. Did you regard him as having any basis of fact 
for his statement ?—I did not. 

i63. But you immediately rang up Mr. Lucy ?—Yes. 
If any man comes to me and makes an assertion I like to 
give him an opportunity of proving it. Were I not to do 
so there might be some quibbling. 

164. If any Tom, Jack or Harry comes along with a 
complaint which you know is without foundation you 
give him an opportunity of proving it?-I would not say 
that. I believed Dingle had no foundation in fact for 
his statement. 

165. I put it to you that Mr. Dingle did refer to Messrs. 
Thorby and Starr, and as a consequence you realised the 
importance of it and immediately rang up Mr. Luey ?— 
No; that is not so. 

166. Did you see the reporis Dingle made?—No. 

167. Do you know of any waste material at Clyde?— 
I do not. When I require anything for the works, such as 
scrap steel, cast iron, axles, I ring up and ascertain what 
they have there, knowing full wei that they keep a record 
of everything they have in stock at Clyde. 

168. As to Mr. Dingle’s other services, do you think 
they were worth anything ?—No. 

169. You regarded it merely as a holiday for him?— 
Yes. 

170. And the Commissioners were to pay public money 
for his holiday #—I eannot help that. 

171. Do you know that six months after he sent in his 
reports a reclamation officer was appointed?—I know a 
reclamation officer was appointed, but when and what for I 
could not say. 

172. Chairman.| Can you suggest why Dingle was 
selected @—On his own initiative. 

173. Would that be the practice of the Commissioners? 
—Mr. Dingle was just retired. I believe it was his last 
week. I sent him to Mr. Lucy believing that he woenld 
not find very much at Clyde. 

174. He was appointed just because you wanted to give 
him something to do?—I would not say that. 

175. Did you read his reports?—No, none of them re- 
ferred to me. 

176. Do you know whether any of the reports were 
acted upon’—I could not say. 

177. Prior to Dingle going through were there any re- 
ports from anyone?—No. The only thing I remember 
was that Dingle told me there was a lot of stuff outside 
my blacksmith shop which it would be as well to get rid 
of. I looked at it. There were blooms sent from Broken 
Hill and Hoskins’, very large axles, foundation bars, and 
suchlike. At that time we had not sufficient blooms to 
keep us going. 

178. Did Dingle tell you about Thorby and Starr ?—He 
had mentioned their names to mo. 
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179. Did you know that prior to his being appointed 
up there, Thorby and Starr had been going through the 
place?—I did not. Mr. Thorby was up through the works 
with me for two or three days, but whether before or 
after Dingle’s appointment I could not say. 

180. Did Mr. Lucy ever tell you what arrangements he 
had made with Dingle as to remuneration ?—No. 

181 Mr. Ness.| Had there ever been a reclamation 
branch prior to the appointment of Mr. Dingle?’—Not 
that I know of. 

182. There is one now?—] could not say. 

183. Do you think that the branch was formed as a 
result of the discoveries of Mr. Dingle?—I do not. 

184. Mr. Anderson.| Have you anything to do with 
stuff lying about other than at Eveleigh?—No, only that 
I oceasionally send condemned boilers for which I have 
no room to be stored at Eveleigh. 

185. Have you not read any of the reports of Mr. Dingle 
about stuff lying at Eveleigh?—No. The only thing I 
heard of was some glass, but that is outside of my shop. 

186. When you suggested to Mr. Dingle that he should 
see Mr. Lucy ?—I did not suggest it. J rang up Mr. Lucy, 
told him what Dingle had told me, and arranged for him 
to interview Mr. Lucy. 

187. It would appear from Mr. Dingle’s statement that 
when he suggested he should report upon this material 
you attached so much significance to his statement that 
you rang up Mr. Lucy, and as a result of your conversa- 
tion Dingle was put on to inspect this material?—To 
point out the material lying up there—unprotected and 
waste material. 

188. As a result of your conversation with Mr. Lucy 
through the *phone Mr. Dingle was appointed ?—Yes, I 
admit that. 

189. You do not know the result of Dingle’s inspection ? 
—No, there was nothing in the loco. shops that affected 
me. 

190. Mr. Cann.] Did you understand that Dingle was 
appointed to the job as a special appointment ?—No. 

191. You had no idea that any special concessions were 
to be made to him?—No., 

192. He was merely sent as a machinist to check up?— 
He was sent as a machinist who had made a statement 
to allow him to prove it—to corroborate it. 

193. Major Connell.| Your only part in the matter was 
to bring it under the notice of Mr. Lucy?—That is all. 

194. You were not notified of any stuff being in your 
yard ?/—No. 

195. Mr. Spender.] You say Dingle was simply employed 
to corroborate the report he had made?—Yes, to substan- 
tiate what he had said to me. 

196. You know that his appointment extended right 
through various parts of the State?—I have heard so. I 
had no knowledge of it. I heard he was in Newcastle. 

197. That would not be to corroborate what he said to 
you?—No. I am speaking only for myself. 


Ernest Edward Lucy, Chief Mechanical Engineer, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn, and examined :— 


198. Mr. Garside.] Have you a clear recollection of the 
events which took place on the morning of 2nd August, 
1917 ?—Yes. 

199. Do you remember a deputation of employees that 
T do. 

200. Who was the leader ?—Mr. Dingle. 

201. Why do you remember it was he?—I was struck by 
his accent and wondered from what part of mid-England 
he came. 

202.—What request did he make to you on behalf of 
himself and the other old employees?’—That he or they 
should be either superannuated or given leave of absence 
until the trouble was over. I called their attention to the 
seriousness of any action on their part and advised them to 
go back to work, 
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203. That fact was mentioned by you in correspondence 
several times up to 1919’—That is so. 

204. Do you recollect receiving a telephone message from 
Mr. Warren, Works Manager, concerning Dingle about the 
end of September, 1919?—Yes. The message was to the 
effect that Dingle had been to Mr. Warren’s room and 
said he knew of a lot of material lying about at the Clyde 
yards. Mr. Warren suggested I might see Dingle. 1 saw 
him. His conversation was a reiteration of that with Mr. 
Warren. He said there was material lying about in Clyde 
yards. J arranged to give him a pass and give him tim> 
to go to the Clyde yards to look up the material he had 
mentioned. I gave him a letter to the Carriage and 
Waggon Superintendent. [Haxhibit “A.’] That was in 
order that he might be free to walk about the Clyde sidings 
and be shown or have described to him anything about 
which he asked questions. 

205. Was anything said about remuneration /—N othing. 

206. Did you know whether there was a proper record 
of the stock of sales serap at Clyde?—Yes. 

207. How did you know?—Because some coneideenile 
period before I had inaugurated a system of listing 
materials, even to the details of scrap. 

308. Is this document a list of stock taking and serap 
at the end of June. 1919, particularly at Clyde?—Yes. 

[Bahibit “17? 

209. Was the scrap question followed by you very closely 
during the war and for a year or two afterwards ’—Very 
closely. It was a matter of grave anxiety. The duration 
of the war being such that the stock of materials imported 
and manufactured here was likely to become very much 
less than our requirements, I piled up all sorts of second- 
hand material at Clyde in case we should, owing to the 
duration of the war, be driven to put such material again 
into use under vehicles marked down to carry lesser loads 
with such wheels and axles under them. 

210. Did you cause circulars to be issued—injunctions 
to employees to be economical?—Yes. This one is dated 
July 10th, 1917, It deals with the disposal of scrap iron 
and steel. This one is dated 8th August, 1918. It deals 
with the control of scrap and second-hand material. Other 
matters are dealt with in the cireulars. 


List of stocktaking and scrap. | 


[Exhibit “K.” Circulars regarding economy in scrap and 
second-hand material.] 


911. Did you work up any quantities of old rails for 
your purposes during the war and afterwards?—A con- 
siderable quantity. We were unable to import or procure 
local spring steel. JI therefore took from the permanent 
way rails the analysis of which was such as would enable 
them to be quenched into spring steel, cut the heads off 
and rolled them to coil springs. The webs were used for 
helical springs. Tyres of sufficiently high carbon contents 
were parted off in the lathe into strips for spring making. 

212. Did you peruse any of the reports submitted by 
Dingle?—I think I perused all of them. 

213. Was there anything of value in the reports as far 
as your department was concerned ?—None. 

214. When you decide that it is in the interest of the 
department to alter a man’s classification or increase his 
remuneration, do you do it of your own authority ?—No, it 
is not in my power. I have only the right of reeommenda- 
tion. 

215. As this was a special matter would you bring it 
before the Commissioners if you wanted some action taken ? 
—Undoubtedly I would be compelled to. 

216. In this case did you consider the work which Mr. 
Dingle was to-do warranted any action being taken in that 
direction ?—No. 

217. Prior to Dingle retiring did you give him an oppor- 
tunity for several weeks to go carefully over the axles and 
tyres at Clyde yards, measure them up, and take the 
diameters and so on ?—TI did. 


218. Was a comparison afterwards made between Mr. 
Dingle’s list and your stock list ?—Always. 
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219. Did he locate any material which your officers did 
not know anything of ?—None. 

220. So that after weeks of work he did not locate in 
your department anything which was of value to the 
depariment or of which you did not know ?—Nothing. 

221. During the war did you instruct the Controller of 
Stores to hold the scrap and not to sell it?—On many 
occasions. 

222. For what reason?—I had several reasons, the chief 
one being that [-feared we would have an absolute dearth 
of raw materials. The reason later on was that we could 
not sell any of our material excepting at a ridiculously 
low figure. 

223. Can you say whether scrap prices improved very 
considerably by 1920?—Yes, in 1920 they were rising. 

224. What created the demand ?—Broken Hill, Hoskins’ 
and Hadfield’s works were all working and naturally they 
hardened the demand for and the cost of scrap. 

225. Did you decide it was better to sell the scrap to 
those companies rather than put in a rolling mill for your 
own requirements ?—I did. 

226. So that the increased demand and the better price 
would explain the increased scrap sales in 1920-21 ?—Yes. 

227. Mr. Spender.] Is your memory clear as to the 
details of the conversation you had with Mr. Dingle?— 
I think so. 

228. Have you refreshed your memory from conversa- 
tions with Mr. Warren?—I have. 

229. Can you remember a conversation Mr. Warren had 
with you over the telephone ?—Yes. 


230. Did he tell you that Dingle had been to the Clyde 


Yards and alleged he had discovered waste material ?—Yes. 
231. Did he mention that Dingle had seen there Messrs. 
Thorby and Starr?—I do not remember that. I had met 
Mr. Thorby on two or three oceasions. He has been good 
enough to go round the works with me. 

232. Did you know that Messrs. Thorby and Starr and 
especially Mr. Thorby had been making investigations into 
the administration of the Railway Department?—I re- 
member something of the kind. 

233. There was in fact some talk of a Royal Commis- 
sion ’—I believe there was. 

234. Do you remember Mr. Thorby had been making 
certain criticisms of the Railway Department ?—Yes. 

235. Can you say definitely whether or not Mr. Warren 
mentioned over the telephone the names of Messrs. Thorby 
and Starr?—I could not say. The names may have been 
mentioned but I do not think they were. 

236. Mr. Dingle told you he had been to Clyde and told 
you that the state of affairs as regards surplus material 
was disgraceful ?—Yes. 

237. Did he say the place was like a graveyard?—lI 
cannot remember. 

238. Did he tell you that after he was out there he had 
seen Messrs. Thorby and Starr ?—I cannot remember it. 

239. You saw Mr. Dingle the morning after Mr. Warren 
rang you up?—Either in the morning or in the afternoon. 

240. Did you regard Mr. Dingle’s allegations as having 
any foundation in fact?—No, I do not think so. 

241. I suppose such complaints are frequently made to 
you ?—No. 

242. You were fully cognisant of the stock of waste 
material, &., at Clyde?—Yes. 

243. Would you say that you knew as a matter of fact 
that Mr. Dingle’s allegations were totally without founda- 
tion of fact?—I will not say for certain. 


_ 244. But you had reports from competent officers as to 
the stock there ?—Yes. 

245. Had you been to Clyde?—Yes, probably a fortnight 
prior to Mr. Dingle seeing me. 

246. You would know from your inspection whether 
Mr. Dingle’s reports had any foundation in fact ?—Yes. In 
my opinion they had not. 

247. If you knew they were without foundation in fact 
why did you waste your time in conferring with him ?—- 
I knew from the lists that what he said was without 
foundation in fact, but he having made the assertion I 
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thought it would be better to have his hostile check to the 
list which I had from my officers. 

248. That is as far as Clyde alone was concerned ?/—As 
far as any place where there was much scrap was concerned. 

249. But he had complained to you only about Clyde ?— 
That was, co. 

250. Why should you be concerned about the othez 
yards ?—J had sent circulars out to the other yards. 

251. You know that Mr. Dingle visited other yards and 
made reports ?—Yes. 

252. His inspection of other yards would not have been 
made because of the report he made about Clyde?—Yes 
they would. 

253. It was not in respect of any report Mr. Dingle 
made on other yards that he was sent to Clyde?—No, 
it was in consequence of the reports he put in from time 
to time in regard to the Clyde yards that he was sent 
to other yards. 

254. But he had only made one report on Clyde yards at 
that time?—That is so. 

255. I take it that the letter you gave [HF xhibit “A” is 
an authority to Dingle to go to any yard he desired to 
inspect ?—Yes. 

256. It is a general authority permitting Dingle to in- 
spect any property under the control of the Carriage and 
Waggon Superintendent throughout the State ?—Yes. 

257. Mr. Dingle’s appointment, then, was to visit the 
various yards throughout the State and make reports 
upon them?—That is so. That was. not the intention; 
that letter was written more particularly with regard to 
the Clyde yard, but of course it had a general effect. 

2574. And under that authority he consequently visited 
other yards ’—Yes. 

2573. Mr. Dingle’s reports regarding other yards were 
not complete at the time his services were discontinued ? 
—That is so. 

258. Mr. Dingle made only a partial report as far as 
concerns the surplus stock throughout the railways ?—He 
complained to me that he had not had time to make his 
report complete. 

259. At the time his services were discontinued he in 
fact had not completed his reports under this authority? 
—No, I do not think he had. 

260. Assuming these reports to be correct what value 
would they be if he had only checked portion of the surplus 
goods he was authorised to check? The value to me was 
only that they confirmed the lists of material which I held 
in my office. 

261. You really thought there was a necessity to send 
Dingle round these various yards inspecting ?—From what 
he had told me. 

262. But he told you only atout the Clyde yards?— 
At that time, yes. 

263. But you thought there was sufficient justification 
to send him not only to Clyde yards but to other yards 
throughout the State ?—J ustification—yes. 

264. When Mr. Warren rang you up did you take a 
serious view of the matter /—Yes. 

265. Mr. Dingle saw you next day and you then arranged 
he should come to see you early in October and commence 
duties ?—That is so. 

266. You made arrangements for him to commence 
duties at the earliest possible moment ?—Yes. 

267. You took a sufficiently serious view of the matter 
to depute Mr, Dingle to do this work immediately 4—_That 
is so. 

968. Did Mr. Dingle see the letter [Hxhibit “A’’] when 
you handed it to him or was it addressed to somebody to: 
I cannot remember if it was addressed to someone. I 
think I gave it into Mr. Dingle’s own hands. 

269. Do you remember Mr. Dingle coming back to you 
on the same day?—I cannot remember; it is possible he 
may have done so. 

270. Do you remember his coming back to you after the 
receipt of the letter [Exhibit “A”] and asking for a defi- 
nition of the duties he was to perform ?—Yes. 
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271. Do you remember his asking the meaning of the 
letter ?—No. 

272. Did you tell him he was to go throughout the vari- 
ous yards of the State and make reports?—In the early 
stages we were concentrated on Clyde. 

273. Then or subsequently he was authorised by you to go 
through the various yards of the State?—That is so. 

974. Did you tell him to go through the whole of the 
yards of the State?—No. 

275. What yards did you tell him to go to?—-I remember 
telling him to go to Newcastle. 

276. Did you stipulate the yards or leave it to his dis- 
cretion?—Asg far as I remember I suggested one or two 
places. 

277. Apparently the matter was left to his discretion {— 
I do not think so. It was left to his suggestion. 

278. Did he suggest to which yard he should go?—That 
is my recollection of it. 

279. Subsequent to the receipt of this letter, when he 
asked you about his duties, did he ask if you wanted re- 
ports and did you say you did?—Yes. 

280. Did he then say, “What remuneration am I to get?” 
—I do not remember the question of remuneration coming 
up at all. 

281. Did he refer to remuneration ?—It is most unlikely. 

282. You will not say he did not?—No, I will not. 

283. Mr. Dingle has said he asked you about remunera- 
tion and you said, “It is all right, Mr. Dingle, we will see 
you are righted in this matter.” Did that occur?—No. 

284. Mr. Dingle says he then said, “That is no satisfac- 
tion to me,” and you replied, “Leave that to me, I will see 
to it ?%—No. - 

285. Is it possible he may have said that?—Not at all 
possible. 

286. Do you remember his speaking about his reports 
and telling you he was not good with the pen?—I recollect 
that his reports, written on small pieces of paper and a 
little pocket book, were somewhat obscure. 

287. Do you remember that his reports were typed out in 
your office ?—-Yes, I gave instructions that he was to have 
his reports typed out in the office. 

288. You took a sufficiently serious view of the matter 
to have these reports filed?—Yes, I had the items given 
in the reports checked with the stock scrap list. 

289. Where Mr. Dingle’s reports reflected on the ad- 
ministration of certain officers were instructions given to 
those officers to ascertain if those reports were true?— 
I do not remember anyone’s administration being reflected 
upon. What we dealt with were lists of items. 

290. The reports were not in the nature of lists; were 
they not general reports dealing with quantities of material 
and allegations against administration and suggestions for 
improvements ?—Quantities and items. 

291. Can you remember the report?—Not in detail. I 
checked off the items. 

292. Did you speak to the Chief Commissioner about the 
reports ?— Yes. 

298. When Mr. Warren rang you up and Mr. Dingle 
came to see you you arranged to see him next day. Did 
you in the meantime see the Chief Commissioner ?—I can- 
not remember whether I saw him or had telephonic com- 
munication with him, but I had one or the other. 

294. What did you tell the Chief Commissioner ?—I 
told him of the assertion made by Mr. Dingle that. there 
was a lot of stuff lying about. 

995. What did the Chief Commissioner say?—Let him 
go and make out a list. I cannot recall that he said any- 
thing further. 

296. In view of the serious view you took of the matter 
would you regard the work that Dingle was deputed, to do 
as being work which an ordinary machinist was capable 
of doing ’—Yes; it was simply cataloguing material which 
he said he sav. 


297. Would you not regard it as work equivalent to that 
Cone by an inspector +—No. 

298. It is something out of the ordinary routine of 
machinists’ work’—An inspector would inspect quality 
and workmanship. The work Mr. Dingle did I regarded 


* as being capable of being done by anybody. 


299. Did you regard it as being work which should be 
paid for only at the rate at which a machinist would be 
paid #—Quite. 

800. Did you not regard it as having any more impor- 
tant bearing ?—No. 

301. But it was work outside the ordinary work of a 
machinist ’—Yes. 

302. Dingle was to be retired on the 2nd December, that 
year /—Yes. 

303. He was employed or deputed to perform these duties 
at the beginning of October ?—Yes. 

304. And his services terminated about the end of 
December ?—Yes. 

305. He was, in fact, employed for a longer period than 
that originally indicated ’—He had an extension. 

306. Was not this appointment something quite apart 
from the date of his retirement?’—It was time extended 
to his employment in order that he might be able to com- 
plete the lists he was making. 

307. Did he complete those lists?—I think so. 

308. Do you say he went right throughout the whole of 
the yards and checked the material?—No. He went 
through Clyde and several other yards. 


309. That would not enable him to complete the lists ?— 
It would enable him to complete the lists at all important 
places. 

310. Just prior to his going to Newcastle was he notified 
he was going to be retired?—I cannot remember. 

311. Mr. Dingle was notified about the 10th December 
that he was to be retired ?—Yes, it was towards the end of 
December. 

312. Do you remember his lodging a complaint then 
that he was being unfairly dealt with?—I remember he 
complained of not being able to finish the list. 

313. Were you satisfied he had finished the list ?—No. 
At the time I was quite sympathetic with him, and thought 
he should have a little more time. I think he had three or 
four weeks added on to enable him to finish the list. That 
would either be the end of December or early next year. 

314. Do you know the date of the last report Mr. Dingle 
made ?’—No. 

315. It was the 10th December, 1919. Was it before: 
then that Mr. Dingle intimated to you that he had not had 
time to finish his list?--I think it would be before, but 
I am not quite sure. 

316. After the report in which Mr. Dingle complained 
of the manner in which he was being treated, was he 
deputed to go to Clyde to make reports on certain, axles ?— 
I remember checking his list, with the Assistant Engineer’s 
list of wheels and. axles classified. in groups according to. 
size and diameter. 

317. Was he deputed to do this work subsequent to the 
last report. he made?—I cannot remember. that. 

818. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Dingie, 
about the 10th December as to whether he had in fact, 
finished the work he had been deputed to do in connection 
with reporting on surplus material.?—I cannot remember 
that. I probably would have. 

819. Can you remember whether Mr. Dingle intimated 
to you that he had finalised, his reports ?—I remember his 
telling me he had not finalised his reports, and that. is why 
I arranged for his time to be slightly extended. I cannot 
say when that was. 

320. Concerning the details of his retirement: he went 
to Newcastle, and there made reports which reflecte-] on 
the administration of the Railway Department, so far as 
concerned White Bay ynd Neweastle Yards, Do yor 


remember his being told by you that he was to report sub- - 


sequent to his return from Neweastle?—Yes; we arranged 
that together with regard to all places. 

321. But regarding his retirement ?—I recollect only the 
fact that the incompleteness of his investigations rendered 
it necesary that he should have a little extension of timo 
in which to complete them, and that time was arranged for. 
a You cannot give me even approximately the date ?— 

0. > 
323. Was it immediately after his return from Newcastle 
that he was retired?—I should say it would be within a 
few days after his return from Newcastle. 

324. That is when he reflected upon the MeMyler hoist 
and other things in Newcastle yards—about 6th December 2 
—It would be about that date. 

325. Can you say whether when Dingle was retired he 
had in fact completed the reports he was deputed by you 
to complete ?—Yes. 

326. So that the yards indicated in his reports are the 
only yards and all the yards which he was to check ?—So 
far as my memory goes, yes. 

327. And the check, as far as your surplus material was 
concerned, was substantially completed ?—Yes. 

328. You say you checked the reports made by Mr. 
Dingle with the reports made in your own office ?—Yes. 

329. If you look at the reports you will find that after 
generally enumerating materials he digresses. Could you 
check that?—No, it would be too general. 

330. Are not most of his reports made in that manner 
and without specifically enumerating quantities ?—That 
is so. 

331. You could not check that?—Not unless he gave 
specific quantities. 

332. Did you take any action upon his general reports, 
in which, whether in regard to Alexandria yards or Clyde, 
he trenchantly criticised the administration of the Depart- 
ment ?—No; I do not remember. 

333. But these reports came under the notice of the 
Chief Commissioner ?—J think not. 

334. You have stated that the Chief Commissioner 
authorised Mr. Dingle to go ahead. Do you say now you 
did not communicate to Mr. Fraser the nature of the re- 
ports made by Mr. Dingle?—I would in conversation 
mention the fact that the lists disclosed nothing that we 
had not already on our lists in the office. 

335. But from those reports you were not able to say 
whether anything further than was contained in your 
reports was disclosed, ‘because very few dimensions or 
numbers were given ?’—Quite so. 

336. So it would not be altogether correct to say that 
Mr. Dingle did not disclose material other than that of 
which you were aware’—That is so. 

337. It is possible that Mr. Dingle, in his general report, 
did disclose material of which you were not aware?—Im- 
possible. 

338. Do you regard the services rendered by Mr. Dingle 
as being of no value to the Commissioners?’—No; not as 
it turned out. 

339. If Mr. Warren says that the services of Mr. Dingle 
were used for this special work simply as a means of giving 
him a retiring holiday or a special boon, would that be 
eorrect?—In a way, yes. Unless Mr. Dingle had been a 
retiring officer I should not have put him on this list- 
checking. 

340. You regard him as quite competent to carry out 
the work he was deputed to do*’—Yes. 

341. So you did not regard this as being entirely a 
holiday for him’—No. 

342. You regarded this as work of an important nature? 
—Yes, as work of an important nature out-of-doors. 

348. Gan you remember a reclamation officer being ap- 
pointed subsequent to Mr. Dingle’s retirement ?—Yes. 

344. Was it not as a result and arising out of the reports 
and disclosures made by Mr. Dingle that the Commis- 
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stoners found it necessary and expedient to appoint a re- 
clamation officer ?—I do not think Mr. Dingle’s report had 
anything to do with it. 

345. A considerable amount of this material has been 
in the Railway Department since 1911?—No. Material 
such as that in question is, as to its individual items, for 
ever changing. For instance, the condemnation of old 
waggons and the breaking up of the old waggons automati- 
cally brings wheels and axles, “W” guards, draw-gear, and 
Westinghouse brake parts. 

346. Have you any knowledge of the McMyler hoist at 
Newcastle ?—Yes. 

347, When was it acquired?’—Ten or twelve years ago. 
I do not know the cost. : 

348. Was it about £75,000?—T think that is about the 
mark. 

349. At whose suggestion was it acquired?—There was 
a joint report made by the present Chief Commissioner 
and myself. . 

350. Has that hoist been put to any use since it was 
acquired ?—Yes. ; 

351. For what purpose has it been used ?—For shipping 
coal. 

352. Can you remember when the reclamation branch 
was first opened in the railway service?—I cannot. 

353. Was it before or subsequent to Mr. Dingle’s re- 
port ?—Subsequently. 

354. As a result of that reclamation officer being ap- 
pointed has any saving been effected to the Railway Com- 
missioners ?—I cannot answer that. 

855. Do you know whether the monthly sales of surplus 
stock have increased or decreased since that date ’—They 
have increased very considerably owing to market reasons. 
T do not think that had anything to do with the reclama- 
tion office. 

356. I take it that the reclamation officer’s duties are 
to reclaim second-hand material, and to dispose of it?— 
To work up scrap and obsolete stock. 

357. You say there is no connection whatever between 
the creation of that. office and the report made by Mr. 
Dingle?—I do not think so. 

358. Chairman.| Was it very long after Mr. Dingle’s 
report that the reclamation officer was appointed ?—I 
think not. 

359. Who was the officer ?—Cockburn. 

360. Did he furnish reports from time to time ?—Yes. 

361. Were his services dispensed with on account of his 
reports being adverse to the administration of the Com- 
missioner ?—He is not a member of my staff, and I cannot 
answer that question. I believe his services were dispensed 
with. 

362, Was another officer appointed in his place?—I do 
not think so. 

363. Is there a reclamation officer now?—I do not think 


so. 
364. The first report you got from Mr. Dingle dealt 
with Clyde?—Yes. 

365. Was anything done on that report ?—Yes, I had the 
report straightened out, put into catalogue form, and 
checked up with the lists in the office. 

366. It was of some use to you?—It merely confirmed 
the fact that the list already in my possession covered all 
the items mentioned in Mr. Dingle’s report. 

367. After that yow kept him on making other reports? 
—Yes. 

368. Did you at any time tell Mr. Dingle that his re- 
ports were of no use?—No. 

369. Each of his reports which came in was checked up 
with the stocks?—Yes. eh 

3/0. Was any action taken in connection with the 
material he said was buried under weeds and rubbish ?— 
No, I do not recollect any action being taken, 
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371. There was a report with reference to a quantity of 
plate glass which was afterwards repacked, a lot of it being 
salved?—I remember the glass being mentioned, but it 
did not belong to my department and was not on my list. 

372. Mr. Ness.] You consider Mr. Dingle was a good 
employee during his thirty years of service’—Yer. 

373. In 1916 you inaugurated a system of listing all 
materials?—Yes. That system applies everywhere, even 
in the smallest places. 

374. You issued instructions to all officers to collect 
waste material and load it for Clyde yard ¢#—Yes. 

375. Did your officers ever ascertain why that material 
was not sent to Clyde yards for classification?—That is 
difficult to answer, for the reason that the scrap material 
about which I circularised the service in 1916 could scarcely 
be that inspected in 1919. 

376. As Mr. Dingle found in nearly every yard a certain 
amount of waste material, your system could not have been 
effective, inasmuch as the waste material you had called in 
was not sent in?—The point is this, that the circular I 
sent out and the system I inaugurated concerned scrap 
and other material in 1916. The inspection of Mr. Dingle 
was made in 1919. The material could not have been the 
same. The creation of scrap at any Loco. depot is always 
going on. Instead of the stuff being left in bins until it 
has risen to three or four waggon-loads, the intention, as 
expressed in my circular, was to send it to Sydney as 
nearly as possible as it accumulated. 

377. Mr. Dingle reports that at Enfield he found a 25- 
h.p. dynamo which had been there for two years ?—The 
dynamo would be stored in a dry place, and in safety, 
either by myself or by the Chief Electrical Engineer. 

378. Did you recommend to the Commissioners that 
Mr. Dingle’s services need be no longer retained, as they 
were of no value to the Commissioners ’—Yes. 

379. Was it because Mr. Dingle was finding out too 
much about the railways, and was likely to provoke criti- 
cism that you recommended his services be dispensed with ? 
—No. 

380. Mr. Anderson.] When you had an interview with 
Mr. Dingle, and practically recommended that he be put on 
to this work, can you remember telling him that he was 
to be paid?—No. I am quite positive that no conversation 
took place about remuneration. To recommend to the 
Commissioner any sort of increase in salary or wages at 
the end of his services would be ridiculous. 

381. When Mr. Dingle says he spoke to you about re- 
muneration, and you said, “It is all right, Mr. Dingle, 
we will see you righted in this matter”; that he said, “That 
is no satisfaction to me”; and that you then said, “Leave 
that to me,” he is saying something which you deny took 
place ?—Yes. 


382. Then he made reports which disclosed nothing you 
did not before know ?—Yes, 

383. Whom did you have on the work before?—Mr. Hill 
and his office staff. Mr. Hill is in the same office as my- 
self. 

384. Does he go to the different yards and make a 
record of the stuff lying there?—He and his staff report 
on the whole of the material intended for new stock or 
marked for shop orders or for certain contractors. Since 
1919 the scrap also was listed, because the continuance 
of the war made the cataloguing of the scrap material of 
an importance which it had not before assumed. 

385. When you appointed Mr. Dingle to inspect, it was 
rather a reflection on those officers’—I thought a hostile 
check would be an exceedingly useful thing to me. 

386. What did you do with Mr. Dingle’s report dated 
20th October’—That would be dealt with the other 
reports. The statement that there were domes would be 
cheeked with the scrap list. 

387. Can we take it that report is practically right ?— 
Excepting the money part. 

388. Do you accept the statement that at Clyde there 
was fully £500,000 worth of useful material lying about? 
—That is quite ridiculous. 

389. You did not tell Mr. Dingle those reports were not 
correct ?—No. 

390. You let them go in for what they were worth ?— 
Yes. 

391. Did you give him any reason why he was put off? 
—The proper time for his retirement and superannuation 
had previously arrived, and he had been given a mutually 
agreed upon extension of time for the specific purpose 
of finishing up his reports. 

392. In view of the work he did and the wages he was 
paid, do you think his remuneration was equivalent to his 
work ?—Yes. 

393. Did his reports mean a saving to the Commissioners 
sufficient to justify their making a special payment ?—No, 
he was getting an easier and a less monotonous job than 
his usual one. 

394. You think he was amply paid for the work he did? 
—Yes. 

395. Mr. Cann.] Did you at any time give Mr. Dingle to 
understand he would be on special payment for this work # 
—No. 

396. If you did, would you ‘have had power to do more 
than merely recommend your suggestion to the Railway 


Commissioners ?’—I could not pay the money of my own | 


motion; I have power only of recomendation. 
397. You never told him he would be given special 
remuneration ?—No. 


WEDNESDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1923. 


Present: — 
Mr. R. B. WALKER (IN THE CHATR). 


Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. THORBY, 


Mr. NESS, 
Masor CONNELL. 


George Helson Dingle, further examined :— 


398. Mr. Garside.] You know rails and sleepers have 
to be renewed from time to time ?—Yes. 


399. And it is necessary to have a few spares for the 
fettlerg for emergencies ?—Yes. 


400. Why did you report no fewer than thirty of the 
fettlers’ emergencies stocks, namely, Atbatoirs, Ashfield, 
Blacktown, Bombo, Bankstown, Bulli, Canterbury, Darl- 
ing Harbour, Erskineville, Flemington, Gas Works, 
MecDonaldtown, Hurstville, Homebush, Hornsby, Thorn- 
leigh, Rhodes, Beecroft, Turramurra, Gordon, St. Leonards, 


Kiama, Mittagong, Milcrest, Oakleigh, Petersham, River- 
stone, Richmond, Rockdale, Sydney Yards and St. Peters? 
—I can only deal with them separately. In various places 
there were tons upon tons of material not required. Any 
of those places was overstocked. 

401. Do you know that a monthly record was kept of 
all the material held by the fettlers?—I do not, and I do 
not think anyone else does. 

[Eahibit “L.” Two records of permanent-way stock held 
by the various gangs throughout the service. | 

402. Do you think it advisable to have those returns ?-= 
Yes, so long as they are not “doctored.” 
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403. Why should they be “doctored?” Did you not 
suggest that returns of the kind should be sent in to the 
Department?—Yes, I did. I did not take down the 
numbers of rails and crosses and permanent-way inter- 
locking gear around those places, for I did not have the 
time. 

404. You remember bringing under notice 200 telegraph 
poles at Strathfield?—Yes, but I did not know to whom 
they belonged. 

405. Did you enquire at Strathfield tto whom they 
belonged —No. 

406. Would you be surprised to know they belonged to 
the City Council?—No. I did not charge the Railway 
Department with them. 

407. You also brought under notice some poles ai 
Kiama? Did you ascertain to whom they belonged ?—No. 

408. You brought under notice some bridge joists, plates, 
rails, and other material at Moss Vale. Did-you enquire to 
whom they belonged?—No. The bridge was thrown over 
the bank and covered with bushes. I believe it is an 
overhead bridge belonging to the Railway Commissioners. 
God knows how long it was there. From my inquiries I 
ascertained that it belonged to the Railway Department. 

409. Would you be surprised to know that it belonged 
to the Moss Vale Municipal Council?—I was not told so. 

410. You brought under notice fifty 9-inch cast iron 
pipes at Tahmoor ’—Yes. 

411. Would you be surprised to learn they belonged to 
the Picton Municipal Council?—I would not be surprised 
at anything. 

412. You brought under notice poles at Sutherland 
and at Brown-street, Newcastle? Do you know whether 
they belonged to the Railway Commissioners ?—No. 

413. Rails and permanent-way material at the abattoirs. 
Did that belong to the Department?—To the best of my 
knowledge. 

414. You did not know it belonged to the Meat Board? 
—No. 

415. You visited West Bargo?—I noticed from the train 
a number of scoops, drays, timber and permanent-way 
material. I believe it belonged to the Works Department. 

416. You remember that at Alexandria they were build- 
ing a new produce shed?—They were not. I saw it in 
operation before I went on my inspection. 

417. You brought under notice some tar in barrels there? 
Did you ascertain what it was there for?—No, because it 
was wasting through leaking out from the barrels. 

418. Would not that occur anywhere in warm weather ?— 
Certainly, but how long had it lain here? 

419. Do you know what a strip fish-plate is?—Yes. I 
cannot quite give a definition of it. 

420. What is an angle fish-plate?—I am not prepared 
to say. I was looking after old material. 

421. You say you found at Narrabri about 3,000 new 
fish-plates’—There were a great. number. 

422. Did you inquire whether they were being used on 
the road?—-I did make inquiries. I was on a visit. When 
I asked Mr. Lucy what I should report on he said to 
report on the fish-plates at Narrabri and the Glenbrook 
railway. 

423. Did Mr. Lucy name all the things you were to 
report on /—-No, but he gave me those two things. 

424. You did not know they were there to improve the 
road through to Moree ?—No, I did not. 

425. You realise we must have things to keep the line 
im order?—It was very peculiar to have nothing but fish- 
plates. 

426. Did you know we were replacing strip fish-plates 
with angle fish-plates to strengthen the road?—No. 

427. Do you remember bringing under notice coke at 
Strathfield 2—Yes. 

428. Have you found out why it was there?—It was 
there eighteen months after I reported on it. I do not 
know why, nor does anyone else, 
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429. You know we have industrial troubles in this 
country ?—Yes. 

430, And it is advisable to have a little bit to meet an 
emergency ‘—Yes, a little bit, but not that quantity. 

431. When you reported on the scrap lying about at 
the Clyde, had you any idea that stock had been takeu 
of all that material ?—No. 

432. Will you agree that we would have a fair idea 
of the scrap there if the stock had been taken in June?—I 
cannot answer that. JI maintain there were hundreds of 
tons you never took stock of. 

433. You referred to automatic couplers in Clyde yard. 
You said there were about 2,000 and that we used only 
about 2,000 in three years!’—That is what the storeman 
told me. ‘He told me they had been there for three or four 
years. I do not know him name. I believed the informa- 
tion to be reliable. 

434. Do you know that no fewer than 3,403 of thoss 
couplers had been issued in three years?—I am going 
by what I was told. 

[Exhibit “M.” Movement of automatic car couplers 
from 1916 to 1919.] 

435. When making your inspections were you aware that 
new railway construction work was controlled by the Rail- 
way Commissioners ’—Yes. 

436. Did you notice that the stationary engines and 
plant on Clyde that you brought under notice was con- 
struction stock?—On one side of the line it was—stock 
which I presume was taken over from Norton Griffith. 
There was some thousands of pounds worth. 

437. How did you get at the value of it?—From general 
knowledge. 

438. With new lines opening and closing that material 
would be coming and going all the time?—It is supposed 
to be. 

439. Can you give us anything definite about material 
which had been lying there for a long pericd ?—Only by the 
appearance of the Clyde yard. 

440. Can you give us any facts?—I was not on the job 
to do that. 

441. Did you call Mr. Hill’s attention to material you 
claimed to have found at Clyde’—When Mr. Hill met me 
at Clyde he said, ““Here is the man to show me half a 
million pounds of stuff.’ I pointed out that already 
£250,000 worth had been admitted. I said, “Is there any 
trouble in finding the other quarter of a million ?” 

449. It is not a fact that Mr. Hill was able to prove 
to you that he knew all about the material to which you 
called his attention, and that it was the Department’s 
own stock #—Decidedly not. 

443. Did you not tell him he was the one officer who 
knew his own business ?—No, I did not. 

444, In your letter to the Chief Commissioner on 26th 
December, 1919, you said old serap iron had been bought 
by the Commissioners during the last two or three years ? 
—Yes. 

445. Where did you get your information’—I am not 
here to put any man the position in which I have been 
placed. 

446. Do you know from where it was bought?—No, but 
I know it came in great loads. J am speaking of horse- 
shoes and all that kind of thing. 

447. This happened in the last two or three years before 
your report ’—Yes, m4 

[Exhibit “N.” Statement from Controller of Stores. 
Department regarding old scrap. | 

448. You have stated that Mr. Parker, at Newcastle, was 
doing his very best with the stock and the scrap ?—Yes. 
He is to be commended on the way he had everything 
under control. I have never met a better man. 

449. You know that Newcastle is the central workshop 
for the northern division.—Yes ? 

450. Naturally you would expect to see a considerable 
amount of material about there ’—Yes. 
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451. You stated there was half a million pounds worth 
of stuff lying at Newcastle?—I did not say so. That is 
in the permanent-way and locomotive department. 

452. Did you see their stock books and ledgers?—No, I 
was never told to see them. The valuation was my esti- 
mate. 

453. Would you be surprised to know that the records 
clearly show that the total stock was only £97,000 ’—Yes. 

[Exhibit “O.” Commissioners’ monthly return for 
September, 1919. ] 

454. You have stated there was sufficient permanent- 
way material to set down 2,000 miles of railway in the 
back ecountry’—From 1,500 to 2,000 miles. I honestly 
believed it. 

455. And there was sufficient to last for fifteen years /— 
Yes. 

456. Was that just a wild guess ’—Not altogether. 

457. Do you know that it would take 565,000 tons of 
. yails to set down 2,000 miles of railways ?—Will you furnish 
to the Committee the quantity of rails you have lying 
about ? 

[ixhibit “P.’ Statement showing the stock of per- 
manent-way material throughout the service on 10th 
October, 1919.] 

458. Are you surprised to hear that the total stock of 
second rails at that time was only 6,000 tons#—I am not 
surprised to hear anything. 

459. When at Kiama did you know the line was in 
course of duplication practically all the way from Thirroul 
to Wollongong ?—TI noticed material had been lying there 
for a considerable time. JI beheved that work had been 
carried out and the old material was lying here. 

460. Do you recognise we must have material if we are 
going to duplicate a line?—I do. 

461. Could you not see that was material required for 
duplicating the line’ and for bridges?’—I could see that 
material was lying in every direction for miles. 

462. Would you not expect to find it if you were relay- 
ing a line?—I believe the line had been lifted. 

463. Are you aware that the job was finished two or 
three years after you were down ?—No. 

464, You say that on your first visit to Sydney yards 
you found large numbers of brake couplings, brake-blocks 
and window sashes ?’—Yes. 

465. With the enormous amount of traffic through there 
would you not expect to’ find such material?—A fair 
amount. 

466. What number did you find¢—TI did not count them. 
There were tons about. 

467. Would you be surprised to know that the rolling- 
stock imspector was using 100 tons of brake-blocks a 
month?—TI can quite believe that would be required. 

468. That would be about 4 tons a day ?—I quite believe 
that. 

469. Would it not follow then that there would be some 
serap material about ?—Certainly. 

470 And that if you went there to-day you would find 
it?—Not if the Commissioner was going through. 

471. You made a big point of the window-sashes. With 
all the traffic through there would you not expect some 
windows to be broken ?—Yes. 

472. How many did you see?—I did not count them. I 
was not sent out to count them. J was sent to report on 
anything I saw lying about. 

473. Did you know that broken window-sashes were 
picked: up everyday by the carriage and waggon workshop 
lorry?—No, and I know that some of them were not, 
because I was there two or three days when they were 
still there. 

474. Do you say they were the same sashes?—I do. 

475. What engineering departments had workshops and 
depots in the Sydney yard at the time of your inspection? 
—I do not know. 

476. Did you know that the Goods Superintendent and 
the signalling shops and the permanent-way department 
shop and staff were ihere?Yes. 


477. With all those operating departments operating in 
the yard would you not expect to find material in it?— 
Certainly, but not what I did find. 

478. In handling scrap generally, do you agree that each 
class should be kept separate, the wrought from the cast 
and so on’—Yes. I do no believe in a second handling of 
anything. 

479. That being the case, would it not be advisable to 
holi the serap until you get a load and then send it away? 
—I would say so. 

480. So that in all the railway depots it would be 
advisable to always hold a particular class of material 
until they had a truck load?’—I cannot answer such a 
foolish question. 

481. You referred to an alteration in the scrap heaps 
between October, 1919, and 1921, the time of the royal 
commission ’—That is so. 

482. Were you aware of the developments of the Broken 
Hill Company, Hoskins, Bradfields, Bradford and Ken- 
dall, and the Commonwealth Steel Works ?—I believe they 
were all developing. 

483. Are you aware that in a few years the price of 
serap went up from 25s. to £4 15s. a ton’—I thought it 
wenf up more than that. 

484, If you could hold the scrap and give an imcrease 
in price, would it not bé worth while holding ?—Certainly, 
but was that the market value. I want to know what you 
sold it for. 

485. You have laid much stress on the quantities of rails 
about the department. Have you any idea of the quantity 
sold during 1918 and 1919?—No, I have not. It should 
never have been sold, but should have beén manufactured. 

486. What material would you have made out of old 
rails?—I am not an expert. You are using it to-day for 
all your works. 

487. Would you be suprised to know that the s¢rap sales 
for rails in 1919 was £16,773?—I have not yet seen the 
returns. 

[Eahibit “Q. Extracts from sales for 1919 and serap 
sales from January to December, 1919.] 

488. In view of the stocks of stéel, axles, and tires we 
had on hand, do you not think it would be advisable to sell 
a few?—No, you should use it yourself. You should not 
sell it and buy it back. 

[Hahibit “kh.” Scrap ccntract prices, 1914 to 1922, and 
amount realised from second-hand and surplus material in 
1919.] 

489. You referred to a lot of permanent-way material at 
St. Leonards; was it railway or tramway matérial ?—Both, 
but more particularly railway. 

490. Did you know that you were in the tramway 
depot for the northern line ?—No, [I did not. 

491. You know we havea good few miles of track on the 
north side?—Yes. ya 

492. You would expect to find material there ?—Yes. 

493. You made considerable reference to permanent-way 
material at Lidcombe ?—Yes. 

494, Did you find out who had charge of the yard?—No, 
I was not instructed to do go. 

495. Did you know Lideombé was the divisional 
engineer’s principal workshop and depot ?—It would be. 

496. And that second-hand and scrap material was col- 
lected there?—It was collected there. 

497. And reconditioned ?—I suppose go. 

498. Did you seé any of it being reconditioned ?—No. 

499. Did you look?—No. 

500. Did you know they were holding sales at that point? 
No} 

501. Can you say where the permanent-way sub-inspec- 
tor’s depot is on the Illawarra line?—I do not know. 

502. You saw Hurstville ?—Yes. 

508. They have quite a lot of work on hand re-rolling ?— 
I did not notice it. 

504. If they were actually doing re-rolling work, you 
would expéct to see a lot of material about 2—I did not see 
any re-rolling. 
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505. You brought under notice a water tank in Hurst- 
ville yard. Did you not notice it was fitted with a sprayer ? 
—I cannot say I did notice it. 

506. You did not know we kept a tank with a sprayer 
to kill weeds on the track?—I do not know if that is the 
tank to which I referred. 

507. You say there was a lot of galvanised iron at 
Hurstville?—Yes. | 

508. From where were they getting that?—How do I 
know? 

509. Did you not see they were getting it off an old shed 
while you were there?—I did not. They were repairing a 
running-shed and taking the old iron off. 

510. Why did you bring that old iron under notice, if 
you knew they were getting it off a shed they were repair- 
ing ‘—Because it was lying about there. 

511. Can you tell us whether there is a tramway at 
Kogarah ?—I did not go to look. 


512. Then the inspection at Kogarah was not a very 


careful one ?—No. 

513. You were not aware we were running a tramway 
service from Kogarah to Sang Souci?—I have already 
given my answer. . 

514. You visited Picton?—Yes. I had a good. look 
round. There was a lot of work there. They were on the 
deviation of the line. 

515. Naturally, you would expect to see large quantities 
of material there for permanent-way and interlocking t— 
I did see it. 

516. Were they not using it?—Not all. Some of it had 
lain there for twenty-five years, judging from the look of 
it. I asked a few questions, and found it had been there 
for years and years. 

517. What material?—Rails and material in connection 
with permanent-way work. 

518. Who gave you the information?—I have told you 
already that I will not put any man away. My informant 
was a railway employee—a fettler. 

519. You visited Darling Harbour ?’—Yes. 

520. There is a tremendous volume of business there {— 
Yes. 

521. Have you any idea of the number of vehicles 
handled in that yard every months *%—Certainly not. 

522. Would you be surprised to. know we were handling 
44,000 vehicles a month ?—No. 

_ 523. Can you say whether vehicles were repaired in 
that yard?—Yes. 

524. You would expect to find repair material in the 
place ?—Yea. 


525. You actually saw a new goods-shed in course of 
erection !—Yes. 

526. You brought under notice some iron that was lying 
about rusty {—Yes. 

527. Do you know that iron was for reinforcement in 
that building ?—No. 

528. Do you know it is the general practice to let iron 
which is to be used in reinforcement rust so as to peel the 
scale off?—No, I do not. The shed was erected when I 
was there. All the ground work was done. 


529. Are you prepared to say the shed was completed !— 
No. It was not completed, but they were putting on the 
top storey when I was there. 

530. Was the reinforcing all done?—As far as I could 
see. 

531. You brought under notice a lot of galvanised piping 
in the vicinity of that shed. Were you informed it was for 
that particular shed ’—No. 

532. Do you know it actually went into the shed?—I do 
not know. 

[Exhibit “8S.” Report of Mr, Hill, assistant engineer, 
dated 29th October, 1919, re material alleged to have been 
found at Clyde yards by Mr. Dingle.] 

[Hxhibit “T.° (By Mr. Spender.) Pamphlet by Mr. 
H. V. Thorby on Railway Administration, dated January, 
1920. ] 

533. Mr. Spender.| Will you state the basis of your 
claim ’—Yes, it is as follows :— 

George Helson Dingle claims the sum of one thousana 
pounds (£1,000) by way of compensation and bases such 
claims upon (inter alia) the following grounds :— 

1. That he was dismissed from the railway service by 
reason of disclosures made by him in his reports 
of surplus and waste railway stock and materials 
to the approximate value of £1,000,000, under 
the control and jurisdiction of the Railway 
Commissioners. a 

2. That he was appointed by the Railway Commissioners 
for the purpose of reporting upon such surplus and 
waste stock and was not adequately compensated 
therefor. ey 

3. By reason of such reports the Railway Commissioners 
appointed a special reclamation staff officer and 
employees for the purpose of dealing with such 
surplus stock and materials which has resulted in 
and will continue to result in a very considerable 
saving in the expenditure required for the adminis- 
tration of the railways and in other ways. 

4. That such reports reveal maladministration on the 
part of officers of the Railway Commissioners, which 
is now dealt with, following on the reports 
of the claimant. : 

5. That the reports of the claimant have been of im- 
mense public service to the community. 


WEDNESDAY, 12 DECEMBER, 1923. 
Present: -— 


Mr. THORBY, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, 


R. B. WALKER, Ese. (in run 
| 


Cratr). 
Mr. NESS, 
| Mason CONNELL. 


Hugh Mortimore, retired railway officer from Stores Branch, 
Department of Railways, sworn and examined, :— 

534. Mr. Spender.| When did you leave the railway 
service ?—In Aprillast. I was Controller of Stores in 1919 
and 1920, 

535. Did you know Mr. Dingle made certain reports 
concerning railway material in various railway yards ?— 
No. Such reports were never referred to me. 

536. Did you know the condition of the material under 
your contro] ?—-All that was under stores control. That 
would include all the stores of the service, plant not in use, 
and scrap material—srch portion as was not required or 
retained by the various departments for their own. ser- 
vices. 


537. Did you at the end of 1919 know that, certain 
representations were made to, the Railway Commissioners 
regarding the administration of the railways ¢—_No, 

538. Did you know arailway in Taree was suggested ?— 
Yes, by the public press. I was not aware of any step 
taken by Messrs. Starr and Thorby. 

539. Are you well acquainted with the nature of all 
the stores and spares at Eveleigh —No. I knew of all 
the stores which were under stores jurisdiction and within 
stores premises at Eveleigh. Re 

540. What brass and copper scrap came within your 
jurisdiction ?—A good deal. A large portion was stored 
at the depot known as No. 15 Store. That scrap was anon 
on the books kept by the storekeeper, I have no idea o 
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the amount. The stores were too numerous to carry im 
my memory. I cannod give an approximate idea of the 
tonnage. 

541. Did you over inspsct it ?-I made a number of 
iispoctions from tim to tims. I could not give dates. I 
suppose the last time I was at No. 15 Store was in 1920 and 
1921, an officer under me was in charge of the store. 

542. His reporis came to you ?—I do not think he had 
avything to repors. His stock sheots would come to me. 

513. D> you remember whon that scrap was acquired ?— 
During the preceding two or three years, because during 
te war period we did not sell any. 

544. Had it gone on accumulating from 1913 ?—It 
would accumulate and be used, and further stock would 
coms along. It was being added to and drawn from as 
required. 

545. You could not say whether that stock had accumu- 
lated from 1914 ?—Not without being distributed. Some 
would accumulate and be taken out to the foundry, and 
other would come along. It was stock which was always 
moving. It did not lie there dormant. 

546. Prior to and about 1914 that scrap copper and brass 
was being sold at about £20 a ton ?—It was sold at various 
prices according to classification. Some may have been 
sold at less and some at more than £20 a ton. 

547. Was not the copper and brass mixed together ?— 
In some cases; in others it was not, because the brass was 
kept quite clear where that was practicable. 

548. Do you say it was kept separate in No. 15 Shed ?— 
Where it could be kept separate, I could not say off-hand 
what quantity was kept separate and what was not. 

549. Do. you remember that about 1920 the Depart- 
mental chemist devised the process for the separation of 
the various materials ?—-Mr. Walton devised a method of 
separating white metal from gun metal. That was con- 
siderably before 1920. He was some considerable time on 
the scheme. 

550. That was not for brass and copper scrap ?—No; it 
was only for boreings—fine stuff. 

551. Do you know when Mr. Thorby pointed that out to 
the Railway Commissioners they reported that the Depart- 
mental chemist had devised a scheme for dealing with 
brass and copper ?—I do not know anything about that. 

552. Did Clyde yards come under your jurisdiction ?— 
The stores portion. 

553. Would axles which were imported and put in store 
there ?—All new stock would. 

554. Is it a fact that at Clyde Yards there were thousands 
of new imported axles which had never been used ?—There 
were large quantities. The stock books would show that. 

555. Did that go back to 1911 ?—Probably. 

556. And other stores were acquired in 1912, 1913, and 
1914 ?—That may be—a different type perhaps. 

557. Can you say whether they were there at the time 
of Mr. Dingle’s reports in 1919 ?—I could not say off-hand. 
The stock books would show the dates the goods came in 
and were issued. 


Ae How long were you controller of stores ?—From 


559. Would you not be acquainted with the imports of 
axles ?—Yes. 

560. Do you know whether they were stocked in Clyde 
Yards and never used ?—Some were stocked in Clyde Yards 
and it would be some time before some of them were used 
because perhaps they were intended to replace others, but 
the others gave unexpectedly good service. 

561. Some of them which had never been tested might 
have been lying there for years ?—I do not think an axle 
is accepted unless it is tested. You have always to provide 
a stock for any emergency. 

562. You would regard as stock the axles which were 
lying there from 1911 ?2—Yes. 

563. And in 1916 and 1917 it would be necessary for you 
to import others ?—Kither to import or to buy locally. 


564. Could not the stock you had in store be utilised 1— 
No. It might be a type not wanted. There are many 


different types of axles even fer waggons. 


565. Do you know that at the end of 1919 there were 
stocks of tyres at Clyde which had been there since 1912 ?— 
Very likely. 

566. And they were not put in commission ?—No doubt 
because they were not wanted. 

567. Why ?—The old ones would not have been worn 
out. 

568. For ten years Maybe. It is quite a usual thing to 
have tyres in stock for years. 

569. Do you know there was a certain stock of “T” 
class tyres indented in 1916 ex Port Hunter ?—1 could not 
ray. I did not have any shipment. 

570. And there were some indented from the stock of 
Krupps in 1912 ?—We did get axles and tyres from Krupps. 

571. And never put into commission ?—I could not say; 
a large number were. 

572. They were still there when Mr Dingle made his 
report ?—-That may be. I could not say definitely withor t 
seeing the stock books. 

573. Would you not in the course of your ordinary duty 
go round periodically and inspect the stecks ?@—I would 
occasionally look at stocks in my eare, or someone from 
the establishment would. They were held in stock books. 
Stock wag taken every year. We would know if they dis- 
appeared. 

574. These tyres and axles which were lying there since 
1911 were in some cases exposed to the open air ?—Not 
altogether. The vital part of the axle is covered up and 
protected against corrosion or action of the weather. 
Those parts are frequently looked at to see if they are 
thoroughly waterproof. 

575. Would you say that in no way could deterioration 
set in through exposure to the weather ?—No. 

576. They remained perfectly whole ?—They would be 
sound and serviceable. 

577. Do you know that at the end of 1919 they were 
rusty ?—You cannot expose steel or iron without its 
rusting. It would rust in a week. 

578. Would not that affect the value ?—Not unless it 
was deeply pitted. 

579. Were not some of the axles ground down to cut 
out the corrosion ?—-I do not know. 

580. Do you remember certain 78-ft. lengths of rolled 
channel stell imported for the construction of country 
carriages at Clyde yards ?—There were some of about that 
length. I could not say without reference to the books 
when they were imported. Es 

581. Do you know they were at Clyde in 1919 ?—It 
would be preferable to look at the stock books, because 
I cannot remember details of a multitude of sizes. 

582. Have you ever seen the rolled channel steel ?— 
es: 

583. Where is it placed in the Clyde yard ?-—A little to 
the south-west of the stores in the open air. ' 

_ 584. As a matter of fact, it was there for a number o 
years ?—I could not say how long. 

585. Did you conduct any sales of scrap brass and copper 
about 1919 and 1920 ?—Yes, practically all of them. I 
do not know that any was sold without reference to me. 

586. According to Mr. Dingle’s reports, the Moreland 
Smelting Company purchased a considerable quantity ?— 
They were purchasers of a fair quantity. 

587. What is the custom regarding returns of surplus 
and waste scrap and iron stores lying round the railway 
yards ?—They were sent in by the different workshops to 
the custody of the storemen. 

588. Who in the workshops would compile them ?— 
They would send a ticket to storeman Clampett, who wes 
in charge at Clyde. He would get particulars of what 
the truck contained and record it in his stock book. 

589. Would he check it ?—As far as he could. You - 
generally take the weighbridge ticket. 
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530. Would the reports compiled by him comprise the 
whole of the stock ?— All that came to him to take charge 
of. ee reports would go to an officer in the stores depart- 
ment, 

591. Was any effort made at any time to check those 
reports ?-—In most cases it was quite impracticable to 
check a heap of scrap. Material which was usually counted 
would.be checked. There was a large quantity of second- 
hand material which came in from the workshops which 
was checked. 

592. As far as Eveleigh and Clyde are concerned, would 
you say the stock of scrap was correctiy recorded and 
stacked ?—-Yes. 

593. Was it protected from the weather and from cor- 
rosicn 7—-You could not attempt to protect scrap from 
the weather. Any material which was perishable would 
be under cover of some kind. 

594. Chairman.| What was the value of those axles }— 
Tt depends on the type of axles. Wagon and engine axles 
run from, perhaps, £4 or £5, up to quite a big sum. 

595. Would it be correct to say there were 10,000 of 
them lying in a paddock at Clyde ?—No. 

596. Have the axles which you say were there in 1911 
been used since 2—A large stock was got in for a contract 
Jet to Talloch & Company for 1,500 wagons. That weuld 
mean 3,000 axles. 

597. Were a lot of those axles useless to the Department ? 
-—None at all. Any of which I had charge were all right. 
There may have been axles elsewhere which had been 
removed from vehicles. 

598. Why were they not stored and used instead of 
being out in the open ?—It is necessary that the vital parte 
only should be protected against weather. 

599. At the time you left the Department were any of 
those 1911 axles there ?—I do not think there were any of 
that lot. Some axles imported in 1911 would no doubt 
be there. 

600. Mr. Spender.| Were you ever asked by the Railway 
Commissioners for details for the purpose of furnishing 
information required by the Premier at the end of 1919 7— 
1 do not recollect it. I have given a lot of information 
to the Commissieners about stocks. The stores records 
would show. 

601. Chairman.] You were largely dependent on your 
officers for reports on your stores ?—I had to depend on 
them for a good deal, but I made personal inspections. 

602. Did you ever find several lots of material under the 
grass and weeds ?—Certainly not. Sometimes a crop of 
weeds would grow up. 

603. Did you have any glass in your stores ?—Yes. 

604. Do you remember cases of it being ant-eaten and 
valuable glass being broken ?—Not any in ry charge. 

605. Mr. Ness.| Do you remember Mr. Lucy sending 
out a circular instructing the departmental heads to see 
that all scrap was gathered and sent to Clyde yards for 
classification 7—Yes; there was something to that effect. 
I do not think that occurred during the war, becuuse we 
were preserving all scrap. JI remember a circular from 
Mr. Lucy telling us to be conservative with the stock during 
the war. That instruction was observed. We did not sell 
any material during the war except a small lot to a contructor 
who had some obligation to the Department. 

606. Mr. Thorby.| Would you consider that 209 tons 
was an excessive estimate of the scrap copper and brass 
lying in Eveleigh in December, 1919 ?—Probably it would 
be that. 

607. Could you say definitely there were not over $,000 
axles lying in Clyde yard stacked in heaps in 1913 ?—I 
am pretty certain there would not be in 1913. 

608. I am referring to the axles imported when Mr. 
Johnson was Chief Commissioner?—Not 9,000. When you 
speak of axles there are ever so many types of engines. 

609. Exclude engine axles and take wagon and carriage 
axles ?—I am pretty sure there would not be anything like 
that stock hanging fire, 
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610. I mean actually stacked on the northern side of the 
railway line at Clyde ?—No, but I think the stock-book 
would be the best thing to look through. 

611. Mr. Cann.] Are there proper stock-books ?—Yes, 
everything held is Looked. 

612. Do you order the stocks from the old country ?— 
I requisition to the Chief Mechanical Engineer or the 
Engineer-in-Chief. The indent is preparcd and sent 
through me. I forward it to the Commissioners with 
any remarks necessary, and draw attention to the existing 
stock, if there is stock. 

613. When it comes to hand what method is pursued ?— 
It waits for the order of the Branch which requires it. 
Tt is all drawn by requisition, which I book up. Every item 
has a ledger head, and all that stock as it arrives is taken 
to debit, and as it is sent out it is credited and the balance 
18 Shown. That is the invariable rule, and is applied to 
even the smallest thing purchased. There is an annual 
stecktaking, and at intermediate periods stock is taken. 

614. They sometimes ask you for a special check ?— 
If they ask for that we take stock, but, independently 
of that, stock is taken in between the annual periods. 

615. If new stock arrives you would have a complete 
tally —Yes. There is a stock-book at Clyde and a general 
stock-book at the head office. 

616. Is the same system pursued in regard to scrap ?— 
All the scrap I had was brought into account in the stock- 
books. As it came in the tonnage of the truck was shown. 
The smaller scrap, such as brass and copper, would be 
weighted over the weighing machine, and as it was issued 
1t would be weighed out. 

617. You are not aware at any time that Mr. Dingle 
was making any check ?—No. It is only to-day that 
I know him as Mr. Dingle. 

618. Mr. Garside.| Can you say whether the process 
introduced by Mr. Walton, the departmental chemist, 
increased the value to the Department of the scrap in 
No. 15 store ?—Yes, very considerably. You could sell 
or use the gunmetal as gunmetal, whereas before you could 
not. The brass foundry business in Sydney was such 
that the mixed metal had a very limited sale, but when 
the white metal was extracted there was useful gunmetal 
which was practically tin and copper. The prices obtained 
will show the advantage of the separation. There was 
some sale for the mixed metal, but it was a drag, and you 
had difficulty in selling it. But when it was separated 
the bulk was used by the Department. 

619. Did that obviate fresh purchases of copper and 
tin by the Department ?—To a very large extent. The 
tin bill dropped very considerably after we got the separator 
going. The tin was high in price, and I personally looked 
after the item and ckecked it for months and months. I 
followed the downward movement of the tin. 

620. There was a substantial addition of that stock ?-— 
It ran into three or four tons a month. 

621. Regarding stocks of axles and tyres and other 
loco. material, would you place any of those orders unless 
directed by the Chief Mechanical Enginecr !—Not for 
technical material of that kind. 

622. Did you regularly furnish him with the exact 
state of the stock ?—He had particulars of the stock 
from time to time. 

623. Was it necessary to look well ahead for your stocks? 
—Even before the war period it was most difficult to get 
material. I remember a time when there was the very 
greatest delay through difficultics in England. There 
was a mill strike and a dockers’ strike, and a seamen'’s 
strike all following in fairly quick succession, and In some 
cases we could not get delivery of goods until eighteen 
months or more after the order. The policy was to prepare 
for emergencies, and heavy purchases were made because 
in those days nothing was made locally. 

624. That would account for some of the axles and 
tyres being in stock from 1912 onwards ?—Yes. 
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625 Can you say whether the war interfered with the 
rolling-stock building programme ?—Very materially: 

626. So that the materials which you had indented 
prior to the war remained on hand for some time ?—That 
1S 50. 

627. Would that apply to the channels referred to ?— 
Yes. 

628. The stocks of channels would be principally for 
rolling stock purposes ?—Yes. 

629. Do you recollect receiving any complaint from 
any of the workshops that the material you sent in from 
Clyde was defective owing to its being corroded ?—No. 

630. Mr. Spender.] Could not gun-metal and white- 
metal be kept separate 2—No. The white-metal is run 
into the gun-metal bearing in the rough, and then it is 
bored out, and necessarily you have to bring away the 
two metals in one action. It makes a conglomerate. 

631. As to the old rails which were removed during the 
war from the permanent way, what happened to them ?— 
I could not say. 

632. Were they sold ?— Not during the war period. 

633. As a matter of fact, was it about September, 1920, 
that applications were called for a reclamation officer ?—I 
was away in England at that time. I returned at the 
end of October, 1920. 

634. A reclamation officer was appointed in December, 
1920 ?—I did not know that. 

635. Did he come under your jusisdiction ?—Some 
time after his appointment he was transferred to me. 

636. Do you remember Mr. Cockburn ?—Yes, he was 
appointed reclamation officer. 

637. How did the necessity for his appointment arise ?— 
I did not know there was any necessity for it at all. 


Henry Summerfield, retired railway officer, sworn and 
examined :— 


638. Mr. Spender.| Do you remember the 1917 strike ?—- 
Yes. I was a railway employee. 

639. Do you remember the. morning of 2nd August 
when a deputation went to see Mr. Lucy ?—Yes. 

640. Did Mr. Dingle form one of that deputation ?— 
No. Iam quite sure of that. 

641. Mr. Garside.| Who did lead that deputation ?— 
I did not know there was any particular leader; we all 
had our little say. 

642. Did Mr. Dingle have his say ?—He was not there. 

643. Where was he ?—He was in the workshops. We 
waited on Mr. Lucy in the top office about 10 o’clock in 
the forenoon of 2nd August. There had been a meeting 
of the men, who elected four of us to wait upon Mr. Lucy. 
I was one of them. 

644. Do you know that a deputation met Mr. Lucy 
on the bridge prior to their going to his office ?—No. 

645. It would have been possible for Mr. Dingle to have 
been on that deputation without your knowing it ?—I 
did not know of it. Mr. Dingle was not elected by the 
meeting of the men who stood loyal. 


George Nicholas Clampett, storeman, Stores Branch, 
Department of Railways, Clyde, sworn and examined :— 


646. Mr. Garside.| Where were you employed and in 
what capacity in October, 1919 ?—In the Stores Branch, 
as storeman in charge. I am still in the same position. 

647. Have you any recollection of Mr. Dingle looking 
over the stocks ?—Yes. It was about October, 1919. I 
met him in company with Ganger Ward. I asked him 
his business, and he told me he was a special officer from 
the Chief Commissioner’s Department. He then walked 
away in company with Ganger Ward. 

648. He did not seek any inormation about the stocks ?— 
No. 

649. Do you recollect Mr. Hill going round ?—Some 
time later Mr. Hill, in company with Mr. Timmins, had 
an appointment with Dingle at the Clyde Stores. They 


looked over the stock. I followed with them. Mr. Hill 
asked Mr. Dingle to point out the stock which was buried 
or was lying decaying. Mr. Dingle put his arms out and 
said, “‘ There it is, all there.” Mr. Hill asked him to point 
out what stock there was. He did not point out any 
special items. He said, “It is all this here.’ Mr. Hhll 
told him they had to have that stock there; they could 
not be sending to England every time they want an axle, 
a wheel, or a tyre. Then they went into the Permanert 
Way Branch. 

650. How was that stock which was in your care stacked ? 
-—The plate which could be racked was racked, and what 
could not be racked was stacked upon sleepers. The tyres 
and axles are all stacked upon sleepers. There is nothing 
upon the ground. 

651, Had you a complete record of that stock, including 
scrap ?— Yes. 

652..Was it regularly checked by anyone ?—-Yes, every 
year. [ thinkit is checked up to the 14th June every year. 
The Traffic Auditor sends an Inspector, who takes stock 
of everything. 

653. Reference has been made to automatic couplirss 
in the yard. Can you say from the stock books what was 
your stock on 10th October, 1919 ?—Yes, £2,016. 

654. Can you tell us what couplings were issued in the 
preceding three years ?—I have here the ledger entries. It 
shows the numbers in 1916 zs follows :—951, 1,375, and 
1,059. 

655. Were those issued to rolling stock contractors, 
principally ?—Yes. [Exhibit U, Stock Book] [Erhibit BW, 
Extract from Stores Ledger. | . —" 

656. Mr. Dingle in his report says there were also a. 
number cf s'ationary engines. Was a ccmpl.te record 
kept by you of all the stationary engines received and’ 
issued 7—-Yes. They were called railway construction 
stock. J have the record. fe 

657. What did you have on hand on 10th October, 1919 ? 
—-There was portion of an engine No, 43—railway construe- 
tion stock, 1 December, ex Coff’s Harbour. This was part of 
an engine sent back. The other part was taken by the 
Railway Construction staff to replace other engines. There 
was No. 56, a vertical engine which came from Kempsey. 
It is a very old engine, and the Railway Construction De- 
partment wanted to holdit. It came in stock 21st August, 
1919. We had two Gardeners; they came into stock 
17th December, 1919. 

658. Have you any reference to an oil engine from 
Kempsey ?—That is the vertical engine to which I have 
referred. 

659. That came in only seven weeks prior to Mr. Dingle’s 
inspection ?—Yes. 

660. Was there a hot-air engine in stock ?—Yes, ex. 
Wauchope, 1917, and issued 8th May, 1922. That is 
the record of all the stationary engines at that time. 
[Exhibit W. Clyde Construction Book. | 

661. Mr. Dingle’s report makes reference to axles in. 
stock. Can you show by your stock books what axles 
were in stock on 10th October, 1919 7—Yes. There were 
1,127 engine axles, 172 brake-van axles, 7,399 carriage and 
waggon axles. There were 45 different classes included 
in the 1,127 engine axles. [Huwhitit X, Clyde No. 1 Stock 
Book. | 

662. Weighbridges are also mentioned in Mr. Dingle’s 
report ?—On Ist July, 1919, there were seven in stock, all 
second-hand. One was broken. They were recovered from 
Bullock Island. I do not know when they came in. They 
were there in 1917 when I took charge. They were not in 
use at that time. . 

663. How and when were they issued ?—On 8th Decem-. 
ber, 1919, one was issued to District Engineer, Sydney, 
and one to District Engineer, Goulburn. In April, 1926, 
one to District: Engineer, Sydney, and on 5th May, one to. 
District Engineer, Clyde. On 17th October, two to District 
Engineer, Nnfield. In April, 1921, one to District Tingincer, 
Sydney. There are none in stock now. : 
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664. Did you know of any turntables at that time 7— 
Yes, the stock book shows there were five. On 23rd 
September, 1918, they were received from the Government 
Dockyards, Newcastle. 

665. How were they issued ?—One was issued to Nimmi- 
tabel on 12th May, 1921; one on 2lst April, 1920, to 
Griffith; one on the same date to Humula; and one on 
the same date to Rankin Springs. 

666. How would you account for those three going out 
at the same time ?—There were special instructions. They 
went out on different dates, but that was the date when 
they were cleared on the requisition. The Per. Way was 
not ready for them, and they were despatched at later 
dates. One was delivered on 21st August, 1923, to Tarana. 
There are none in stock now. . 

667. Did you have any record of the scrap sent to you 
at that time ?—Yes, the stock book shows it. Up to 
December, 1919, the stock of wrought iron scrapped at 
Clyde was 222 tons 3 cwt., as far as my section of the Storcs 
Branch was concerned. 

668. Reference has been made to a stock of channels 
which was held ?—Yes, we have a record of those. It runs 
from page 73 to page 148 of Exhibit U. 

669. What were those channels principally for ?— For 
rolling-stock building purposes. The channels are all cut 
to various sizes to suit the vehicles and are of various 
weights. Many do not golcwt. The stock books show 

_ what lengths they were cut to, and what the materials were 
required for. 

670. Mr. Pender.| What was the value of the five weigh- 
bridges in stock at the time of Mr. Dingle’s report ?—I 
have no idea. 

671. Were they exposed to the weather ?— They were 
out, but they were painted with red-lead and oil. 

672. And they had been out there since 1918 ?—- Yes. 
They were protected from the weather. Each year they 
were cleaned and painted with red-lead and oil. They 
were put on sleepers well off the ground so that no dampress 
could affect them from underneath. 

673. How many 9 x 4% in. journals had you on that 
date ?—7,399. 

674. When were they imported ?—-I do not know. All 
the axles were there when I went to Clyde. 

675. Were they out in the yard ?—-Yes, but well stacked 
upon sleepers. They were exposed to the weather, but 
the journals were all well protected by hemp and other 
packing. They were tinned around and wood casing was 
around that again. They were well protected with bands 
or iron. 

676. The axles were out to the weather ?—Yes, but they 
were under roof. 

677. Were not those axles marked to indicate the way 
they came out, and the boat by which they came out ?— 
Some of them were marked with the boat. 

678. Did you notice the markings of any of them ?— 
Yes, the Runic, the Port Hunter, the Benalla, and other 
ships. Thereis no date on them. 

679. What is the value of those axles ?—I have no idea. 

680. You say the manner in which the stores were stored 
in Clyde Yards left nothing to be desired ?—That is so. 

681. It was efficiently managed throughout ?—Yes. 

682. And the stock was in every way protected from 
deterioration ?—Yes. 

683. You did not compile the reports sent in stating the 
amount of spares ?—I go round with the stocktaker. He 
goes round and takes stock of everything. There is nothing 
left out. Then he makes his report. 

684. Do you know of certain lengths of rolled channel 
steel 78 feet long ?—There is none of that length in my 
control; 72 ft. 6 in. is the longest I have; they are 
shown in my stock books. There are two 71 ft. 10 in. 
lengths. They were in when I took charge. 

685. What book discloses the time the material comes 
into your shops ?—The ledgers. 

686. Did you see six lengths of rolled channel steel ?— 
They were lying near the rest-house. 


Witness—G. N. Clampett, 12 December, 1923, 


687. Were they protected ?—Yes, upon sleepers. They 
had been cleaned and painted when required. 

688. Were all those materials stacked in various lots ? — 
Yes, according to size. 

689. All this stock was carefully looked after, properly 
recorded, and was in good condition ?—Yes. 

620. And was not deteriorating ?—No. 

_ 691. Did you know a reclamation officer was appointed 
in the Railway Department ?—-Yes. 

692. Did you know his duties ?—No. 

693. Has he in any way interfered with your juris- 
diction ?—No. 

694. Has he had any control over material under your 
control ?—No. 

_ 695. Has he ever made any inquiry at your office regard- 
ing material ?—Not that I am aware of. 

696. Where is he now ?—There is no reclamation officer 
now. Mr. Wall is supposed to be in charge of the scrap at 
Clyde. I am in charge of the Stores Branch at Clyde. — 

697. What are Mr. Wall’s duties ?—I really could not 
tell you. 

698. Is he under your control ?—No, he is under the 
control of the Controller of Stores. 

699. Is Mr. Wall near you ?—Yes, he occupies the same 
office as I do. 

100. And you do not know what he does ?—He is sup- 
posed to lock after the scrap. 

701. In what way ?’—He is connected I understand with 
the scrap and gales yards. . 

702. What would his duties be? What do you see him 
do ?—He is supposed to keep a record of all scrap that 
comes in. 

103. Are you not supposed to keep a record of that ?— 
Not now; he keeps that now. 

704. Is he not doing reclamation work ?—-Not to my 
knowledge. 

705. What does he do all day ?—I would rather not say. 

706. Why ¢—I see very little of him; I could not say. 
He goes over the Clyde Repairing Siding and Per. Way and 
different other places. Ido not keep a close eye upon him. 

707. Is there a Reclamation Department now ?—Not 
that I am aware of. 

708. Mr. Garside.| In connection with this 71 ft. 
10 in. channel iron. Does the book show what it was 
there for ?—Yes; it was reserved for underframe pas- 
senger cars. 

709. Mr. Ness.| You say there were 222 tons of scrap 
iron in Clyde Yards, what do you term scrap ?—That was 
waste out of the loco. stock. It was not anything to be 
put in use again. 

710. Supposing an axle or even a turntable is required, 
does the Departmental Engineer put in a requisition for 
it 2—Yes. That is acted upon and the material is sent to 
the station indicated. It is upon an order issued by the 
Controller of Stores’ foreman that I issue the stuff. 

711: You say Mr. Wall is in your office; is, he doing 
practically the same work as the Reclamation Officer Cock- 
burn was doing ?—I take it that Mr. Wall is in charge of 


the scrap seeing to its discharge from the various depots 


at Clyde. 

712. Whet time does he get to Clyde ’—Between 9 and 
1b; 

713 Do you remember certain questions being asked in 
April in regard to Wall ¢’—Yes. 

714. Isit not a fact that Wall comes there at any time ?— 
I do not follow Mr. Wall. He comes into my office. When 
he gets off the train instead of coming direct to the office 
he goes to the Repair Shop or other parts, and will not 
turn up till 10 o’clock. In the afternoon they may be 
loading boilers on the other side, and he may go across 
there and catch his train home. 

715. Mr. Thoiby.| Can you tell the committee when the 
7,399 carriage and waggon axles went into stock at the 


Clyde Yard 2—No. 
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Witnesses—G. N. Clampett, 12 December, and W. F. Stewart, 18 December, 1923. 


716. Are those axles still there ?—No. A great many 
have since been issued. One thousand of them have been 
issued, and 6,009 still remain in the Clyde Yard. 

717. Were there a large number of tyres standing in the 
yard ?—Yes. 

718. Were they on sleepers or on the ground ?—On 
sleepers. 

719. You are sure a large number were not on the 
ground ?-—I am positive there were not. 

720. Was the 20-ton weighbridge lying at the bottom 
end of the yard partly in a hole ?—No. All the weigh- 
bridges there were painted and were all together. 

721. Was not one out towards the road furthest from 
the shed ?—That would be some old scrap material. 

722, I am referring to a complete weighbridge, with all 
its parts, which was lying covered with ink berry ?—I do 
not remember such a thing. 

723. Were there 72-ft. channel irons lying near partly 
covered over by the earth embankment or rubbish ?— 
They were all lying against a tree on sleepers. The earth 
embankment would be 40 or 50 fect away. There area lot 
of ink berries growing about, but when they get up high 
I generally put on a man to chop them off. All that weigh- 
bridge material was stacked on sleepers, and all the parts 
work together. They were all painted with red-lead and 
oil. 

724. Would the scrap mentioned as being in the yard 
under your control include misfits and such lke from 
Eveleigh ?—There would be no misfits. It would all be 
cuttings, broken axle-boxes, and things of that sort. 


725. Mr. Cann.] In connection with the axles, when 4 
contractor like Ritchie Brothers is constructing.rolling-stock 
do not the Railway Commissioners have to supply him 
with axles ?—Yes. 


726. Supposing an order was given for, say, 100 trucks, 
would you get a requisition for that quantity of axles for 
that typo of truck, and would those axles be distributed ?— 
It would depend upon the class of truck and the siz of 
axles required. If that class of axle was required it would 
be supplied from that stock. 

727. It is not uncommon to keep a large stock ?—No, it 
is not. Secing they are all imported, we would have to 
hold a fair stock, otherwise we would be stuck up, because 
tyres and axles are always required for repairs. 

728. In connection with any private contract let out, 
the Railway Commissioners supply the axles !—I supposs 
so, but that would not come under me. 


729. Mr. Spender.| You say 1,000 axles were distributed 
since 1919 ?—Approximately. 

730. Would that be a normal quantity ?-—Yes, I suppose 
80. 

731. The 6,000 you now have had heen there since 
1911 ?—Probably. They were there when I went there. 


732. Were not the stationary engines at Eveleigh before 
that ?—No, I am positive of that. I received them and 
took them into stock. 


733. How do you know when they came to Eveleigh ?— 
I do not know from my own knowledge. 


TUESDAY, 18 DECEMBER, 1923. 
Present :— 


Mr. R. B. WALKER (IN THE Cirarr.) 


Mr. NESS, 
Masor CONNELL, 


Mr. THORBY, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN. 


(Exhibit ““Y” complete particulars of the scrap steel and iron sold under contract for the nine months ending 


30th September, 1919.) 


(Exhibit “ Z” material mentioned in Mr. Dingle’s reports not belonging to the Railway Commissioners). 


William Floyd Stewart, Works Manager, Department of 
Railways, Clyde, sworn and examined :— 

734. Mr. Gurside.] Do you recollect Mr. Dingle calling 
on you during October, 1919 ?—Yes, I gave him every 
facility to gather whatever information he needed. I 
believe he looked over the whole of the yard. 

735. Can you tell us whether the scrap in your yard at 
that time was properly classified ?—-Yes; some was in 
bins, and other in heaps. The serviceable material was 
kept apart from the unserviceable. A few of the bins 
were numbered off. 

736. Did you at that time receive scrap from other parts 
of the service ?---Yes, in trucks. We always receive scrap 
in trucks after it is picked up from other depots. The 
scrap timber and iron is thrown into the trucks and eventu- 
ally reaches Clyde repair siding. We then place it in bins 
or in heaps. The serviceable material is that which can 
be reconditioned and used again. It is put in bins to be 
used thereafter. 

737. How often were you round about the scrap bins 
and the yard ?—Always weekly and sometimes two or 
three times a week. 

738. Have you a record of the scrap and serviceable 
material on hand ?---Yes, I prepared one at the end of the 
financial year, June, 1919. That has been the usual practice 
for a number of years. It is practically a stock taking of 
serap.. 

739. What do you do with the stock-taking lists when 
tiey are completed ?—I send them through the car and 
W iggon superintendent to the locomotive accountant, and 


thereafter in all probability the comptroller of stcres 
would get a duplicate from his storemen because the store- 
man is always with me when I am classifying the scrap. 

740. What produced the main proportion of the scrap 
which was in your yard during 1919 ?— We get it off con- 
demned vehicles. 

741. Hew many condemned vehicles did you break up in 
1919 ?—176. . 

742. Whatscrap would they produce ?— About 1,230 tons. 

743. Did you receive any instructions from the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer during the war relative to scrap ?— 
Yes; I was to hold on to all of the best of my scrap on 
account of the uncertainty of supplies. 

744, Did the Chief Mechanical Engineer ever personally 
visit the yards and go over the scrap accumulations with 
you ‘—Yes. He makes that a practice at least once a 
year. 

745. Did he discuss the manner of utilising scrap ?— Yes, 
he determines what shall be done with it, and what it 
should be reserved for. We may have a lot of broken 
springs; they would be reserved for future use. It would 
not pay to get rid of a certain class of scrap because we 
would have to repurchase. 

746. Did you during 1919 use any of the scrap material 
for repair work or for new 8 waggons ?—Yes; while Tullock 
Ltd. contract was on I had to supply the buffers in eon- 
nection with the M.C.B. couplers, and I had an order to 
reserve irom scrap about 6,000 casing springs. 

TAT. So you worked up about 6,000 buffers ont of second- 
hand material {—Yes. 
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748. Did you supply any buffers and springs to any 
other contractors ?—No. . 

749. Did you use any of the second-hand wheels during 
1919 ?--Yes, we used a number on the repairs of our 
\enicles. There are a number of wheels which have small 
,oirnals and are worn. They would be set aside for what 
we call condemnations. The axles would be removed. 
Lhe wheels would be set apart if suitable for re-axling the 
axles, both iron and steel. The iron axles are used in con- 
nection with the best class of work on our locomotives, 
such as crank-pins and steel axles. They are also used in 
the manufacture of screw coupling nuts, which is a very 
much better class of steel than we can usually procure. 
The whole of our second-hand and condemned axles are 
used in the locomotive department. We have sold a few, 
but did not sell any that year. 

750. Was there much demand for wheels, &c., at that 
time ?—Very little; practically nobody reyuired them. 

751. Does that account for the large accumulation on 
hand ?—Yes, it would account for the major part of it. 
All contractors will buy provided it is the standard wheel, 
but they do not want to pay the standard price. 

752. Actually there is no market for the condemned 
wheels ?—No, because private owners’ specification state 
that an axle must be capable of carrying 10 tons, That 
means that an axle which is worn is of less use to them 
than it is to us. 

753. Do you remember Dingle being sent back again 
to you in December, 1919 ?—Yes. 

754. What for ?—For the classification of wheels. 

755. Did he know what to do when he came along ?—I 
told off a competent man to assist him in his examination, 
but what that examination was I do not know. 

756. Did you see Dingle’s reports after he had been 
through the wheels ?—-No, he did not bring them back to 
me. He had no further discussion with me. He was 
offered every facility for carrying out the work. 

757. Were you anxious to get a copy of hisreport ? No, 
because I knew all the scrap that was there, and there was 
no necessity for his report. The grouping of our wheels is 
shown on this blue print. 

758. All your second-hand wheels were grouped in this 
blue print of the Chief Mechanical Engineer ?-Yes, grouped 
and numbered. 

759. So you had a complete detailed record of all the 
old wheels and what could be done with them ?— Yes. 

769. Can you say how many vehicles were repaired in 
your workshops and yards during 1919 ?—-16,851. 

761. What materials would be used in large quantities 
on those vehicles ?—A great deal of the scrap taken off 
condemned vehicles would be reconditioned and used. 

762. What new materials would you require ?—-Iron, 
timber, wheels, axle-boxes, braces, springs, side-bearing 
springs. 

763. Would it be necessary to hold a regular stock of 
those to deal with so large a number of vehicles ?—Certainly, 
we must get large supplies. We mostly get our country 
depot supplies from the material removed from condemned 
We recondition it and send it to the country 
depots. 75 per cent. of the materials removed from con- 
demned vehicles is serviceable. 

764. Did yousend any old timber from other departments 


. for firewood during 1919 ?—Yes; sixty-five trucks were 


sent to the different depots for kindling during the first 
eight months of the year. That would be about 391 tons. 
It comprises timber taken off vehicles under repair and 
little pieces of timber which may be thrown into the trucks 
at other depots. 

765. Have you a list of the trucks ?—Yes. 
list of trucks.] 

766. Did you receive any new S trucks from the con- 
tractors ?—Yes. In 1917, 213; in 1918, 438; in 1919, 
134; making a total of 813. Eleven were delivered at 
Darling Harbour, making a total of 824. They were all 
received from Tullock’s, Limited. I have a list of the 
numbers, [Hxhibit Bl, list of Struck numbers.] 


[Exhibit Al, 


243 


Witness—W. F. Stewart, 18 December, 1923, 


767. How many were Tullocks, Ltd., building the Ccm- 
missioners at that time ?—1,516. i 

768. Who supplied the wheels, axles, and tyres for 
those vehicles ?—-The Railway Commissioners. 

769. Who supplied the automatic couplers ?—The Comp- 
troller of Stores. 

770. Were the whole of those 824 § trucks fitted with 
automatic couplers ?—Yes, two to each vehicle. 

771. Does that mean we received 1,648 new couplers on 
those vehicles ?—Yes. 

772. Was there any hold up of this contract for S waggens?! 
—Yes, the contract was held up from December, 1919, to 
February, 1921, on account of the stores failing to supply 
the contractors with head stock channel irons, which were 
unprocurable at the time owing to the war conditions. 
There was a difficulty in getting supplies, especially when 
the transports were busy. 

773. Can you tell us if the channels which were in stock 
were of any use for these § trucks ?—They were not. They 
are a special section. 

774. Did you despatch any scrap material not required 
by the department to contractors for other departments 
during 1919 ?—Yes, about 102 trucks from material r1e- 
coverable from the breaking up of old trucks. That was 
about 1,200 tons. That was in the first eight months of 
1919 ?—I have a list of the output. [Hzhibit Cl, dates, 
numbers of trucks, and the approximate tonnage. | 

775. What experience of New South Wales rolling stcck 
have you had ?—Thirty-eight years. 

776. Can you give us some idea of some of the axles undir 
carriage and waggon rolling-stock about the time Mr. Ding e 
made his inspection ?—57,978. I have that informaticn 
from Mr. Lucy. [Hehibit D1, list of aales, &e.] 

777. Would that number warrant carrying considcrable 
stocks of axles tyres ?—Yes, there are always requirements. 

778. Mr. Spender.| Have you had any discussion with 
anybody, say your superior officers relative to the evider ce 
you are giving here to-day ?—No. 

779. Have you had any discussion with Mr. Lucy or 
with Mr. Garside ?—-No. 

780. Who gave you that last exhibit you put in '— 
Mr. Lucy. 

781. How many men have you on your staff ?—Akcut 
734. In 1919 I had 505. 

782. Have your duties altered since that date ?—No. 

783. Have you had more work to do since then ?—Yes. 

784. How do you account for the increase of CO men ?— 
The increase in the number of vehicles. As vehicles ect 
older they require heavier repairing. 

785. Have not vehicles being getting older ever sirce 
the railways started ?—Yes, but not to such an extent as 
now, because our rolling-stock was not so great in 1919 es it 
is at present. 

786. The rolling-stock has increased to such an extent 
that it has necessitated an increase of your staff by about 
200 2—Yes. I may not have done a certain class of work 
inp 1919. 

787. Has the scope of your duties and authority altered 
since then ?—Not in any way, but the number of men and 
the work [ have to carry out have very much altered. In 
1919 we had very few men working in the sawmill preparing 
new timber. There were about twenty-two men there 
then; there are now thirty-two. Thatis due to an increase 
in the work and also to the fact that formerly we uscd to 
get assistance from the car and waggon shops. 

788. You do not think the increased numker of men 
under your control or the increased work is in any way 
attributable to the report of Mr. Dingle /—In no way 
whatever. 

789. Were Mr. Dingle’s reports ever referred to you !— 
One report was referred to me prior to Mr. Dingle coming 
up there, but it had not any bearing on my work to any 


great extent. Y 
790. Was ever a report of Mr. Dingle referred to you 


for your report upon it ?—Yes, by the Car and Waggon 
Superintendent. It did not affect my work to any extent, 
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Witness—W. F. Stewart, 18 December, 1923. 

791. There was a report of 15th November referring 
to the waggon repair yard !—There was one about that time. 
I have not seen Mr. Dingle’s report. No copy has ever 
been shown me; I do not know its contents. 

792. You did not regard Mr. Dingle’s services as being 
necessary ?—No. 

793. You think the two months in which he was employed 
were spent to no purpose ?—That is so. I consider I was 
quite capable of judging what was wanted. 

794. Did you personally superintend the material ?— 
I did. I personally checked the material. I judged 
approximately how much was in each bin and the value 
of it. Ido not say I was absolutely correct. 

795. You say your check was an absolutely correct 
one !—As far as my ability would permit of its being 
correct. 

796. You know that Mr. Dingle made certain stringent 
criticism of Clyde waggon repair yard ?—I have heard it. 

797. If his report was true it would be a slur on your 
ability and the manner in which you conducted your 
work ?—I suppose it would. 

798. Are youacquainted with the stock-taking returns ?— 
Not on the other side. 

799, Are there two books kept, one by you and one by 
Mr. Clampett ?—We kept stock on our side. 

800. Where is your stock-book now ?—It is only a 
small book, which I send to the Car and Waggon Superin- 
tendent. The Car and Waggon Superintendent keeps a 
record of all axles that have been delivered. The new 
axles do not come under me. 

801. You have 700 men under your control ?—Yes. 

802. What is the value of the material under your 
control, roughly ?—I suppose £200,000. 

803. And the only stock-book you keep is a book about 
the size of the one you have in front of you now ?—Yes. 

804. In what way is the Car and Waggon Superintendent 
connected with you in respect of material under your 
control ?—The Comptroller of Stores guards the whole 
of my material. He keeps a stock-book. 

805. And who compiles the stock-book for him ?—The 
storeman at Clyde repair siding. 

806. Is he under your control ?—No. 

807. Who compiles the books and the returns in con- 
nection with material under your control !—We do it 
in our office. 

808. And from what data do you compile that return ?— 
From the small books used by the storeman, or advice 
notes which we receive from the Comptroller of Stores 
on.delivery of material. 

809. Would you know whether the material was there ?— 
Yes, I would see if it was there. 

810. All material under your control does not come from 
the Comptroller of Stores ?—Yes, it does. 

811. How long have you been in charge !—About six 
or seven years. 

812. Some of the material has been there the whole of 
that time ?—Some may. : 

813. The major portion of it has been there during that 
time ?—No. 

814. How much ?—I do not suppose more than twenty or 
thirty tons has been there during the whole seven years. 

815. Generally, regarding material under your control, 
who compiles the returns, and do you keep any stock-book 2 
—The stock-book is kept in the office of the Comptroller 
of Stores. The storeman compiles it. He is not under my 
control. 

816. Who is it under your control who compiles the 
returns of materials under your control ?—The respective 
foremen. 

817. Who are they ?—I have two foremen, one in charge 
of the woodwork, and the other in charge of the ironwork. 
They keep books. Those books are in our office. I did 
not bring them here. 

818. How big are those books ?—They are foolscap size 
copybooks. They are rough copies, and go on to the 
Loco. Department. . 
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819. Who are the two foremen under your control who 
solely have charge of the compilation of material under 
your control ?—Christie and Hurley, 

820. How long have they been making returns ?— 
Christie for the last six or seven years, Hurley for the last 
two years. 

821. Who was making returns at the time Mr. Dingle 
was making his report ?—Christie and O’Brien. O’Brien 
was promoted. 

822. Do you personally check each one of the reports 
they make ?—No. 

823. You rely on those reports being correct ?—Yes. 

824. If through carelessness, negligence, or other cause 
they do not give your a proper return you would not know 
whether they were correct or not ?—Not unless I checked 
them. 

825. You did not check them ?—No. 

826. How many trucks not in commission did you have 
under your control at the time Mr. Dingle made his re- 
ports ?—Somewhere about 600. 

827. How many of those trucks were there to be broken 
up ?—Not more than 100. 

828. How long ago have 600 trucks been there ?—Two 
or three months. 

829. Would they have been there two or three years ?— 
No. 

830. What do they go there for ?—To be repaired. The 
vehicles fit for repair are repaired, and the others which 
require too much work are set aside for inspection with a 
view to condemnation. | 

831. How long are they set aside before inspection for 
condemnation ?—Six or eight months, because we usually 
get about fifty to sixty together before we prepare a list. 

832. Who inspects them ?—I go through first and 
prepare a list of the defects. That is submitted to the 
Car and Waggon Superintendent. After the list is made out 
inspection takes place. 

833. Your jurisdiction does not withstand over the 
whole of the Clyde yards ?— No. 

834. Have you any idea of the value of the material other 
than that under your control which is lying idle in Clyde 
yard ?—No. 

835. Would it be as much as yours—£200,000 ?—I 
could not say.. 

836. Would you say £500,000 would be a fair estimate of 
the valuation of the total of material in the Clyde yards ?-— 
No. When I gave you that £200,000 that included the 
whole of the trucks and everything in the siding. You 
must not put that up against scrap. ; 

837. Would £500,000 be the valuation of the material in 
the Clyde yards ?—-I would not like to say. 

838. How many axles did you have under your control 
in 1919 ?—57,000 were in commission, about 2,000 mounted 
on wheels. 

839. Have you any record to show when those axles 
came into your department {—Not unless they were new 
axles. 

840. Have you any record at all as to when materials 
come in ?—Yes. I have not got them here. 

841. Would not that record show an item like 2,000 
axles ?—You are now speaking of something on the other 
side of the line. I have not got the axles. 
to do with them. The only axles which I control at Clyde 


_repair siding are those mounted on wheels. 


842. Have you any record as to when those axles on 
wheels were received in your Department ?—I can find 
by the books when the axles came in, but some of them 
were manufactured thirty years ago. 


843. It is likely they came into your stores thirty years 


ago ?—-No; the siding hus been in existence only since 
1910. 

844. Have you any record of when those 2,000 axles 
mounted on wheels were received in your Department ?— 


No. 


I have nothing 
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_ 845. How many wheels had you under your control 
in October, 1919 2—About 700 or 800, 

$16. That would be apart from the wheels on which 
those axles were mounted ?—Yes, they were for re-axling. 

847. Have you any record of when they came into your 
department ?—No. 

848. Have you any record of when the tons of wood 
which you sold came into your department 2—No. 

849. Do you know that after Mr. Dingle’s report a 
reclamation officer was appointed ?—Yes. 

850. Is there a reclamation department in existence 
now ?—Yes. 

851, Do you know Mr. Wall ?—I have seen him occa- 
sionally. 

852. Do you know the work he carried out ?—Yes, I 
believe he is on the other side and is supposed to look after 
the scrap. 

853. Do you know the number of trucks of scrap which 
left the Clyde yards each month prior to his appointment, ?— 
No. I could not say whether they have increased or 
decreased since. 

854. The stock under your control is mostly second- 
hand ?—Yes. There would be a very small proportion of 
new stuff. 

855. Did Mr. Dingle point out to you a quantity of iron 
and wood which was buried ?—He said it was buried. 

856. Was it buried No. I did not consider it was 
buried. 

857. Did you have any plate glass under your control ?— 
No. 

858. Mr. Ness.| Did you consider you were short- 
handed in 1919 ?—Yes, there were twelve men at the war, 
and I was not given any additional staff. 

859. Do you know the turntable which was buried and 
overgrown with berries ?—No, we have no turntables at 
the siding. 

860. Did you think that at that time you could not 
control Clyde yard thoroughly ?—No, I felt quite com- 
petent of carrying on. I have never been challenged. 

861. Is Clyde yard a dumping ground for all yards ?— 
The whole of the scrap comes there including that from 
Newcastle. It comes there for classification. 

862. How do you arrive at the valuation of the scrap 
sold ?—We put a reserve on the scrap. 

863. Mr. Thorby.] At any time while you have been in 
charge of the Clyde yard has any quantity of material 
under your control lain there for four or five years ?—No. 

864. Do you allow old timber to be taken out of Clyde 
yard ?—No. We get rid of the whole of our timber for 
kindling purposes. There is a class of timber which is 
burnt from which it would not pay to recover the iron. 
Sometimes we can burn that timber and recover the iron. 
We do not burn anything of service. All timber which is 
serviceable is sent to the mill and reconditioned. 

865. Do you saw up second-hand or scrap timber in the 
mill and use it in various ways ?—Yes. 

866. Did you ever draw the attention of your senior 
officers to the fact that certain material had been lying in 
the yard for years ?—No. 

867. Has any special report been made of any old or 
new material lying in the yard under your control for one, 
two, three, or four years ?—We just report that material as 
it is. I may have serviceable material there, perhaps for 
two or three years, especially on old types of vehicles. We 
have to keep duplicate parts, and they may be there for 
five or six years, but although they may appear to be 
scrapped, they would not be scrapped. 

868. Is any special mention made in your reports or 
stock sheets of material which has been lying there for 
five or six years ?—No, only that it would be marked 
*“Serviceable stock.” 

869. Do you say it was not the practice to burn a lot of 
old timber on the western end facing the Clyde Engineering 
Co.’s Works !—The only timber that we burned on that 
tip was to burn our shavings. We have to put a little 
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timber there to keep the fire going, especially when dealing 
with green timber. We have burnt timber there, but not 
to wilfully get rid of it. 

870. Mr. Spender.] You spoke of the increase in your 
staff; was that increase gradual ‘Yes. Usually they are 
increased yearly, and when we have heavy repairs to con- 
tend with. Sometimes we have as many as 100 additional 
men on for three months. 
‘ 871. Since Mr. Dingle’s report you say there has been no 
clearing up of your yard ?—That is so. 

872. I put it to you that the increase of staff has been 
mainly for the purpose of clearing up your yard following 
on Mr. Dingle’s report ?—Absolutely no. 

873. Mr. Garside.| Have you had any extra work put 
on the carriage and waggon works through your work 
recently ?—Yes; the making and mounting of new wheels. 
During the last two years any heavy repairs have been 
sent out to the contractors. We do that ourselves now. 
Work which was previously sent to the contractors is now 
done in our yards because we are now capable of coping with 
it. _Wecan do it cheaper than the contractors can. 

874. Have you done any big alterations with wheat 
vans ?—-Yes. The increase in staff was also caused through 
having to recondition wheat waggons to carry wheat and 
to convert S waggons to carry water. Wehadatremendous 
lot of that work to do. That all took extra staff. 

875. Have you had Enfield added to your yard ?—Yes. 
That takes an extra twenty-one men. 

876. Is there a storeman at Clyde repair yard ?—Yes. 

877. Who controls him ?—The Comptroller of Stores. 

878. Does he have a record of all new material at Clyde 
yards ?—Yes. 

879. Do you know whether he keeps stock books of all 
that material ?—Yes. They can be produced. 

880. With regard to condemned vehicles, who usually 
returns vehicles in the siding as condemned ?—We return 
them as condemned vehicles. 

881. Has your staff sufficient knowledge to know that 
they are due for condemnation ‘—Yes, but we have to 
submit a list and then they are inspected by the Car and 
Waggon Superintendent, and they are finally condemned 
by the Chief Commissioner. 

882. Before any vehicle is broken up you must have the 
Commissioners’ authority ?—Yes. 

883. And is it usual to wait until you have a number 
before you submit a list 7—Yes. 

884. Does that interfere with your breaking up pro- 
eramme ?—No. Immediately we break up one lot of 
waggons we are ready to get another lot in for inspection. 

885. With regard to the 2,000 axles you mentioned would © 
they be in condemned wheels !—Yes. None were new 
axles. 

886. They may have gone into the department before 
you did ?—Yes, many of them. 

887. With reference to the wood which you sent out as 
firewood, would it be sent out as you make it ?—So far as 
the serap is concerned that is so. We would not allow it 
to accumulate to any extent. 

888. Can you say whether contracts are regularly 
arranged for the sale of scrap ?—Yes, they are. 

889. Would those contracts fix the prices ?—Yes. 


Herbert Armstrong, Senior Clerk, Permanent Way 
Branch, Department of Railways, sworn and 
examined :— 


890. Mr. Garside.] How many years’ experience have 
you had in the Permanent Way Branch ?—Thirty-four. 

891. Can you say whether a monthly statement of old 
sleepers is prepared ?—Yes. I have prepared it during the 
last five years. The Metropolitan Division. I produce 
such returns for January to September, 1919. [Hahibit £1 


returns of old sleepers. | 
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892. Where was the stock of old sleepers mainly held. ?— 
Clyde depot. There are small stocks on the various sub- 
inspectors’ sections until the ballast trains are ready to 
remove them. 

893. What was the stock of old sleepers at Clyde depot 
on Ist January, 1919 ?—At the end of December, 1918, and 
brought forward, it was 6,302. At the beginning of Sep- 
tember it was 5,997, and at the end of September 7,077. 
On that return you will find that the inspector keeps his 
maintenance gangs’ stocks as well, but he distinguishes 
them. His total stock on Ist January was 7,375, and at 
the end of September 8,090. [Hahibit F1—Lnst of sleepers. | 

894. How many sleepers were condemned out of the 
tracks in the Metropolitan Division from January to 
September ?—We sent into the depot 25,488 sleepers taken 
out of tracks. 

895. How many were used for permanent way purposes ? 
—7,919. 

896. For the same period, how many out of that total 
were supplied to other departments !—9,533. 7,321 were 
sold in the metropolitan division. That makes a total of 
24,773. 

897. Was it a fixed policy of the department to hold 
the good stock of second-hand sleepers at Clyde ?—Yes, 
bxcause the stock there is generally inadequate for our 
own requirements. We used a lot of those sleepers for 
sidings and others of more inferior quality were sold— 
1s. 6d. is the sale price where lying; 1s. 8d. if loaded on 
trucks plus freight to the point of despatch. The more 
indifferent quality sleepers are used for dunnage purposes, 
such as wheat stacks, loco. coal dumps, &c. 

898. Is it the practice to burn old sleepers alongside the 
track 2—In some returns they show a few sleepers, about 
100, burnt for camp fires for big extra gangs where firewood 
is difficult to find. 

899. Mr. Spender.] You receive certain information 
from which you compile your returns ?—Yes. 

900. You would not know whether that information 
was correct or not ?—I take it for granted that the officers 
carry out their duties and the fear that stocktaking 
would reveal errors if they were negligent would make 
them careful. 

901. Chairman.] With reference to the burning of the 
sleepers, is it not a fact that a quantity are burnt along 
the line ?—They cannot be for they would have to be 
shown in the returns. 

902. I have heard frequent complaints of great piles 
being burnt ?—That could only happen if sleepers were 
not shown in the returns. 


James Kenneth Harrington, clerk, Permanent Way Branch, 
Department of Railways, Granville, sworn and 
examined :— 

903. Mr. Garside.] Were you clerk in 1919 ?—Yes. 

904. Have you a record of trucks unloaded at the Clyde 
yard tip for 1919 ?—Yes, I have a record prepared by the 
ganger in charge of the tip. 

905. Was there any check on that record !—Yes, I 
check the record fortnightly. It shows the number of 
each truck unloaded, the station from which the truck is 


keing consigned, and a description of the material the truck 
contains. [EzhibitGI—Record of trucks unloaded at Clyde 
Dept. | 

906. How many trucks were unloaded in September ?— 
186. 

907. Where would the stuff come from ?—Darling 
Harbour, Sydney yards, Newtown, Clyde sidings, Auburn, 
Lidcombe, Strathfield—from practically the whole of the 
metropolitan stations and yards. 

908. Is Clyde tip the central station for stuff of that 
kind ?—Yes. 

909. Was any special instruction issued by the sub- 
inspector to the ganger ?—Yes; there was a gencral 
instruction in regard to the disposal of material of any 
value. It was to be recovered whilst unloading. 

910. Can you say of your own personal knowledge 
whether that was done ?—Yes. Going to and from Clyde 
Depot I have noticed the stacks of material lying on top 
of the tips. It consisted mostly of old tins, pieces of iren, 
pieces of old iron tanks, and pieces of broken timber. 

911. Do you remember receiving an application from 
the ganger in charge of the work for pieces of timber and 
iron to build a small structure ?—Yes, to build a shelter 
shed. That was in June, 1919. I replied that he would 
probably recover sufficient old material from the stacks. 
When the material was picked over there was nothing 
that would keep the weather out, and we had to arrange 
to supply him with second-hand timber and iron. 

912. So that he could not recover enough to put a litile 
bit of a shed for himself ?—'That is so. 

913. Was the damaged chaff and wheat, which has been 
referred to, of any use ?—No. 

914. On what side of the line is tke tip ?—On beth 
sides. 

915. Mr. Ness.] Was it prior to Mr. Dingle’s appoint- 
ment that the general order about saving everything 
possible went out ?—It was during the carly portion of 
1919; 

916. What becomes of the sweepings from Alexandria 
yard ?—It would all be unloaded on the Clyde tip. 

917. Mr. Thorby.| With regard to reclaiming anything 
useful, would it be the duty of the men unleading to sec 
that they did not bury anything already lying in tke 
yard ?—I should say so. 

918. Have you been over the tip while men were tn- 
loading material ?—Yes. 

919, Did you ever see steelwork already lying in the yard 
being buried ?—No. 

920. Mr. Spender.|] How often did you go down there !— 
Probably two or three times a month. 

921. How many loads would be unloaded daily ?— 
Between five and seven trucks. 

922. It is possible that the stuff may have been emptied 
out on to good material ?—It, is possible, but I have seen 
the spot and I have never noticed any material lying akout 
there. 

923. Mr. Ness.] What is the depth of the tip ?—From 
8 to 14 feet. As the material is unloaded and stacked up 
the load is lifted. That ground is being reclaimed. 
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1 Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1924. 


1928. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW* SOUTH WALBS? 


RAILWAY FARES AND FREIGHTS. 


(RETURN SHOWING COMPARATIVE FARES AND FREIGHTS CHARGED BY THE NEW SOUTH WALES 
AND VICTORIAN GOVERNMENTS.) 


Printed under No.1 Report from Printing Committee, 6 September, 1923. 


Larp upon the Table of the House in the form of a Return, and in fulfilment of a 
promise made on the 4th September, 1923, in reply to portion of a Question 
(Parts 5 and 6 of Question No. 9) asked by one of the Honorable Members 
for St. George (Mr. Bagnall), namely :— 

5, Amount charged for fares for the following distances :—5 miles, 10 miles, 50 miles, 100 miles, and 300 


miles, both first and second-class,~ordinary single and return ; weekly tickets for the 5 and 10 
mile distances, and monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, and yearly periodical tickets 2 


6. Freight mileage rates for goods traffic for the following :—Coal, live-stock, fruit, machinery, and wheat, 
on both the New South Wales and Victorian Railway Systems. ; 


[Answer to Question No. 9, Part 5, of 4th September, 1923.} 


ORDINARY PASSENGER FARES. 


A 


SINGLE. RETURN. Witvmens 
State. Miles, SSS sy Weekly 
First-class. | Second-class. First-class. | Second-class. | Tickets. 
SUBURBAN I'RAVEL. 
ee ih 28 Gh Gl cer Sued fasted a5 Sty atale 
Mew eOmbls WAleSs.cc.t: 202. dnac% ocles Bec Preto | 5 0 0 8 0 0 6 Oe a Oe OR Oma 
OS TIGHTS) yo SCRGS ae Re CUES EH Ca ae Ee eam ee | os) 0 0 74 OFI0 6 hk) 0 0 94 () 2 iat 
New Souti eee Fe ee See 10 (ty abe 0 O 103 LO aS) OL 8 | OMe ys] 
acters son ul ex oe ee 4G LIEN SAR Sek nc CTV) ey ce ae > a a ca i 
Country TRAVEL. 
on Sed. a EE Gl 28 Al cesomns 
Ripert WELCH I. 2525 soy es.cvesedeus «eeice 50 011 0 Or Te 2 | le Bs 0) 014 4 | oo ttohadtt 
ES hy ea ea 50 0 9.9 ORGS TG | 019 6 O33) 0. 
Beem SOUt Wales. iics con cesccesd sascce 100 EO TS OPA a Oan| ee See? | Ce ee: 
iT Se peace eerie: | LOORE RONL Si lives jam O) £2) 7 gl Gk Key | OSE Ge ey | bene ee eens 
Ewe COMUNI WV ALES 20 ce 00602. cvlsicas faves. 300 By Bye! 119 9 | O10 7S tetas FG "here S56 
OT oa 5) 300 PASeariee t. 162 | 5 5 6 : pe ap oe eee 
eee eee ee ee le ty de 
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PERIODICAL TICKETS. 


FIRST-CLASS. SECOND-CLASS. 
State. Miles.) ere a 
| Monthly. Quarterly. | Half-yearly. Yearly. Monthly. Quarterly. Half-yearly. Yearly. 
BS. sky ey PES cee tole | £89, d. | £8. dv} £0 s. do] £8) d. | £ 82 die eee 
New South Wales .....: | 5 110 9 Bye Ap | Gr L8P N12 6: 60 Ly 023.6 DEAT 42S 8.44; 20) 
Victonigneseeisceennse anae 5 i B®) 21901 Ro V3eO ol LL 0 226 015 6 O25. 45 00) bral 0) 
New South Wales ...... 10 ame fy Teele KO AL ey Nl eo tay) 139 apa 6 9 6 PietOms 
Victoriamess, ape eee LOW 100 A On 9 ESO) Niles OG LS. @ sy ah {8} G0 GaSe 
CountTRY TRAVEL 
£ os. dof £ 8. a] £8. dal £8) dil £-s.d. 6) ss) td. |S sae ale 
New South Wales ...... 50] 317 0 CPP ON Ue iy GHB TE Os 2 te & Gr SO Hela sO ees . 20 9 3 
NACo onic ncsscecod, tiey 25 sl OS TO SO al tO ae 6 6.8 6/1112 O}220RGat 
New South Wales ... ..| 100 DOM Sal 120 ORE 22 710 9840 ome eo) 8 7 015 07 6heoriiaee 
VictOridy.. ves... 0400s) =L00 1 so Se Oe? SOR oTeIS 6 ges9 0 mO eens aye ieugserh | 14 OO | 26 0 0 
New South Wales ......| 300 SSOP 202192 esi 37 Loe OREO meus 5 12 0) 13 19 9 | 25: Sy Smet ae ae 
WiCbOrnl ashi. eee 1 43008) © 8) 29) 168120) Ae Ga SGe LOG Ghalse 0 512-6 | 135-9 6-528 7 sOo aslo 
| | | 
[Answer to Question No. 9, Part 6, of 4th September, 1923.] 
MILEAGE RATES FOR GOODS TRAFFIC. 
Distance—Miles. 
State. Commodity. 
10 50. 100. 300. 

per ton. per ton. | per ton. per ton. 

£ os) EE ora es ere ARES 7 T £ os. d. 

New, South Wales” fy cactessageme scenes Coal. 22 alee eee ee i  @ OmGnet OTe? 1 0 0 
IVitGtOTIa gahsneot oreo emcees x get see Tees ee ee aa ae () By 18 0 510 OSLO mee 1-6 
INewssouth Wales) scan .csserceaesete ae Fruit ee One stnG 0 13 10 1 410 Bak (p(s 
Wictoriaies: sewn eatoecaatenieer en: mace MSR ed cee SE and Sai Oma 6 Oo aC 016 O jetties 8 
NeW, SOuvHeVV ales atercene tment | Agricultural machinery..... ... 0 8 0 Leta ae oem 613 4 
VICCOTIAPLS. seas ene catatonia mescrtar ees | 5 ise Peet (OY Saye Lease oy MRM ot) G) 76 20 
INew South: Wialest sn setctcssescennee ie Wheat ie. 5 hea meen erie, wee 2 0 Oe a | 011 6 Oo1G a 
Victoria. © eencedecce cee eine een! se Oy BAS sonnel en aes ae Rn te ay OR FREO 0 10 10 016 6 
| per truck. | per truck. | per truck. | per truck 

| See AB) Shy wale es ER Ge Pee Clg 

INGhip wowed ay \AWENKES\ Scand Sanson abncobane ILivestodke =k poor aeons Gua QS eu 5 Geeg LO" 1 Geo 
IMAGLOLIA er ewace ee teree atte keen etme sec Aree Unesco ee 1GLOREG 27s <0 SLO 12 140 

4d.) Sydney. Alfred ee Kent, ovetlmentsfiatersalsoe 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 
NEW SOUTH WALES, 


RAILWAYS, 


(CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF FIFTY ALL-STEEL CAR BODIFS BY 
THE LEEDS FORGE COMPANY, ENGLAND.) 


Printed 1 nder No. 10 Report from Printing Committee, 8th November, 1923. 


“= —— Se == 


Subject :—Railway Electrification—All-Steel Suburban Cars. 


Office of the Commissioners, Bridge and Phillip streets, 
Sydney, 17 July, 1923, 
In connection with the opening of the City Railway, the first section of which it is anticipated will be 
completed early in the year 1925, it will be essential, as already intimated, that certain sections of the 
existing lines should be operated electrically, prior to the date just mentioned, and in that connection it is 
essential that a considerable number of coaches to become motor coaches should be provided at the earliest 
possible date. 

Modern practice in all parts of the world where electrification is proceeding, favours the construction 
of coaches used for such purposes being built entirely of steel, and to conform with modern practice, tke 
Commissioners propose to utilise this material for the first fifty new motor coaches to be put upon the lines 
which will be electrically worked. 

As no firm in this State has had any experience in connection with the construction of steel passenger 
carriages, quotations have been obtained from the best-equipped firms abroad for the supply of car bodies, 
and it is proposed to import fifty such bodies, the contract for which the Commissioners propose to allot to 
the Leeds Forge Company of Great Britain. I append summary which shows the price per car body, date 
of delivery, and weight of each car body in Ibs., and this summary shows that, although the Leeds Forge 
Company’s offer is not the lowest, it is, in point of weight, far the best offer submitted, and, from the point 
of view of design, is very satisfactory. 

That weight is a matter of great moment will be appreciated by the Minister, who will understand 
that a difference of even one ton in the weight of a vehicle means considerable saving in the power involved 
of haulage per train, and the saving in operating costs would far more than off-set any trifling difference in 
the capital cost. 

The lowest tender submitted, that of the Birmingham Carriage and Wagon Company, is for a 
carriage which is unsatisfactory in almost all respects, giving the general appearance of everything having 
been sacrificed for cheapness. The design would have to be very greatly modified to make it satisfactory, 

‘and such modifications would involve an increase in the price which would probably bring this up to that 
of the Leeds Forge Co.’s, and still give a vehicle not comparable with that tendered for by the latter. The 
Leeds Forge Company, whose tender is recommended, has probably had the largest experience of any 
English firm in the manufacture of steel rolling stock, and their design is almost all that could be desired, 
though there are one or two minor points with regard to which amendments will be suggested by cable. 

It is proposed to import the material ready for erection and call tenders here for the latter work, 
together with the provision of all internal fittings such as seats, parcel racks, &c., and the manufacture also 
of the bogie trucks, which can be produced here as well and as cheaply as they could be obtained abroad. 
The carrying out of the work in this manner will be educative to the local manufacturers, as well as the 
officers of this Department, and give the necessary experience of the new constructional work to enable 
future requirements to be produced in the State. 

The approximate cost-involved for the purchase of the car bodies will be £139,000, and I am directed 
to ask that the Minister will be good enough to obtain as early as possible Executive Authority for this 
order to be placed with the company named. 

The Commissioners propose to endeavour to obtain from the Federal Government the concession of 
being allowed to import these car bodies free of duty, in view of the facts that they will be erected locally, 
that almost the whole of the material would, under any circumstances, require to be imported, and that 
there is no local company which has a perfectly satisfactory equipment for the manufacture of vehicles of 
this kind. 

The total cost of the vehicles will be practically no more than the last price paid for timber vehicles 
of a similar capacity, while maintenance costs of the steel vehicles will be very much lower than for timber, 
and such vehicles may be regarded as ensuring the maximum of comfort and safety to the passengers 
carried. a 

I am to add that the tender of the Leeds Forge Company is subject to acceptance not later than 
Tth August proximo, and the Commissioners will be glad if the necessary Executive Authority 7s obtained 
an time to perma oil mtance b t 

permit of cabled acceptance before that date. W. J. MORRIS, 
Secretary 
The Under-Secretary, Public Works Department, Sydney. (per D.C.W.). 
26949 #230-—A | | RaILway 
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Parway Electrification—All-Steel Suburban Cars.—-Tenders. 
3 | Price per He rae Se R k 
Firm. Car Body. Delivery. = 1 emarks. 
Tie Ee ale 

Birmingham Railway ©. and W. Com. 1,970 0 0 |36 weeks 44,240 

pany. | 
Cammel!, Laird Company ....-.+eeeeeeeeee- | 2,250 0 0 |42 weeks! 47,040 
American Car and Foundry Export Co.| 2,339 0 0 |20 weeks) 46,680 
Hurst, Nelson Company ........sceeseerere | 2,500 0 0 |74weeks| 62,720 
Gloucester Railway C. and W. Company 2,701 10 0 48 weeks 47.040 

Leeds Pore C0. ...s.c0.cps.cravesoonerranes 00] pap eO GO BO 54weeks| 40,226 | Recommended tender. 

Craven’s Railway C. and W. Company | 2,785 0 O |70 weeks 44,800 
Clayton’s Wagons Pamitedicncssneseeccssse | 3,425 0 0 70 weeks 43,000 
Metropolitan Car, Wagon and Finance) 3,815 0 0 as 47,600 

Co 

; | 


rm 


For application to prepare Ex. Co. Minute—approximate cost, £139,000.—T.B.C. (per C.¥.D.), 
17/7/28. 


MINUTr. 
Department of Public Works, N.S.W. 
Tie Minister wishes letter addressed to the Railway Commissioners asking them to be good enough to let 
him have any detuiled drawings or photographs there may be in their possession of the cars offered by the 
Leeds Forge Company and the Birmingham Carriage an? Wagon Uompariy.—K.H.S., Minister's Secretary, 
21/7/23. Urgent. 


Write at once.—T.B.C. (per W.S.), 21/7/23. Rly. Dept., 21/7/23. 


Subject :—Railway Electrification—All-Steel Suburban Cars. 


Reference :-- Your communication of 17th July. 
21 July, 1923. 
Tur Minister desires that your Commissioners will be good enough to let him have any detailed 
drawings or photographs that may be in their possession of the cars offered by the Leeds Forge Company 
and the Birmingham Carriage and Wagon Company. 
Under-Secretary. 
The Secretary, Railway Department. 


With reply. 


As instructed by the Minister IT have made inquiries and understand from the Secretary of the 
Railway Department that these cars will be made almost entirely of steel pressings, for which expensive 
dies are required, and it is felt, in view of the large initial expenditure involved, that it would not be practi- 
cable to obtain favourable conditions if a lesser number than fifty were ordered. Further, it 1s necessary 
to have a Teasonably large number of these vehicles (which will be utilised as motor coaches) available, 
titted complete, in time for the electrification early in 1925, as, fa smaller number of bodies were obtained, 
with a view to jJacing local orders for the balance, it would he necessary for local manufacturers, after 
becoming conversant with the details, to indent for the materials required for manufacture, which would 
necessarily take a considerable time.— K.ELS., 23/7/23. 


—— 


Subject :-—Railway Electrification—-All-Steel Suburban Cars. 
Reference :— Your letter of the 21st instant. 


Office of the Commissioners, Pridge and Phillip streets, 
Sydney, 23 July, 1923. 
Ix compliance with the request contained in your letter of above date, I forward herewith the detailed 
drawings of the cars offered by the leeds ForgeCompany,and the Birmingham Carriage and WagonCompany. 
I shall be glad to haye them returned when the Minister is dene with them. 
W. J. MORRIS, 
Secretary 
(per D.C.W.). 


The Under-Secretary, Department of Public Works, Sydney. 


Submitted—-T.B.C. (per W.S.), 23/7/23. Approved.—R.T.B., 25/7/28. To Mr. Allman, for 


Exec. Minute—W.8., 25/7/23. Executive Minute herewith for the Minister’s signature. — 
R. G. Artman, Officer-in-charge Legal and Industrial Matters. Under-Seeretary 
? ta) 5 naer-pecretary. 


Railway Electrification—Purchase of Car Bodies for All-Steel Suburban Cars outside t/e State. 


Iv is recommended to His Excellency the Governor and the Executive Council, that approval be given to 
the Railway Commissioners for New South Wales entering into a contract with the Leeds Forge Company 


for 
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for the supply of car bodies for all-steel suburban cars in connection with railway electrification. The 
approximate cost involved for the purchase of the car bodies will be one hundred thirty-nine thousand 
pounds, and approval is necessary because the articles are to be obtained from outside the State. 


. 


Approved.—-T.B.C. (per W.S.), 28/7/23 ; and signed by Minister, E.H.S. Mr. Allman.—US., 
30/7/23. Resubmit in two weeks.—R.G.A. (per B.H.H.), 30/7/23. Records. 


Subject :-—Railway Electrification—Purchase of Car Bodies for All-Steel Suburban Cars outside tle 
State. 


Reference :—Your letter of 23rd ultimo. 


10 August, 1923. 
HEREWITH please find Executive Council approval in connection with the above. 


Under Secretary. 
The Secretary, Railway Department. 


File—R.G.A. (per B.H.H.), 10/8/23. 


Subject :—Cablegram to the Agent-General regarding the acceptance of the tender submitted by the 
Leeds Forge Company for the Manufacture and Supply of Fifty Bodies for All-Steel Railway 
Suburban Cars. 


Reference :-—See your R.A. 23/2249 of the 10th August, 1923, and previous correspondence. 
17 August, 1923. 


I am directed to ask that you will be so good as to arrange for the prompt transmission to the Agent-General 
of the following cablegrams respecting the above, viz. :— 


Chief Commissioner for Railways and Tramways. Advise... .. WUVSYAGKOV 
Leeds Forge Company their tender ae 2 ae me aw YLOJINUIRYR 

accepted for ... ret Bs fk a a a ee ... ACHUKGIFOB 

MY steel i... a ru oS os im te ee .. LEVYVSEFEB 

car bodies... os ae ah * se a che .. BOURPBABFE 
Letter following = es ee He Rep 4 Ay .. JEDHAGIDUB 

Arrange for inspection ee Re i Seg Ns ace er OLE 

Secretary. 


The Under-Secretary, Public Works Department, Sydney. 

Mr. Daunt for letter.—U.S., 16/8/23. Duplicate to Premier’s Department to-day with request 
to despatch cablegram : funds not involved at this stage, 16/8/23. Await advice from P.O. or in ten 
days. Cable desp, 20/8/23, cost 1]s. 5d. Dupli. returned to Railway, 4/9/23. 


Subject :—Letter to the Agent-General, London, advising him of the placing of contract with Messrs, 
The Leeds Forge Co. Ltd., for the Manufacture of Fifty (50) All-Steel Car Bodies. 
Reference :—See your R.A. 23/2249, and previous corresponderce. 


Office of the Commissioners, Bridge and Phillip streets, 
Sydney, 20 August, 1923. 
I am directed to ask that you will be so good as to arrange for the prompt transmission to the 
Agent-General of the accompanying letter, and enclosures referred to therein, advising him of the acceptance 
of the tender submitted by Messrs. The Leeds Forge Co. Ltd., Leeds, England, for the manufacture and 
supply of fifty (50) all steel car bodies, required in connection with the electrification of the city ard 
suburban railways. 

The total value of this contract is £139,000, f.o.b. steamer, England, and the Commissioners will be 
glad if you will kindly arrange for this sum to be placed at the disposal of the Agent-General in London, 
in order to enable him to make payment when due; to be paid from the Vote for the Purchase of Stores. 

I would point out that Executive Approval has been granted for the placirg of this contract, vide 
Executive Council Minute No. 31 of the lst August, 1923. . 

Certificate as required by the Colonial Treasurer is enclosed. 

W. J. MORRIS, 
Secretary - 
The Under Secretary, Public Works Department, Sydney. (per D.C.W.). 

Correspondence Branch.—A.A.C. (per M.F.), 28/8/23. Letters to Agent-General and Treasury 
prepared 23/8/23; signed, 24/8/23. ; 


[Copy of Letters. | 

Hear Bi, : 23-24 August, 1923. 
I forward herewith, for your kind attention, the attached letter; dated 20th August, from the 

Chief Railway Commissioner notifying you of the placing of an order for fifty all-steel car bodies with the 
Leeds Forge Co. Ltd., at a total cost of £139,000, which amount the Treasury has been asked to place to 
your credit to enable you to make payment in terms of the Commissioners’ letter. 

Yours faithfully, 
Minister for Public Works, Railways and State Industrial Knterpnscs. 

The Agent-General for New South Wales, London. Subject 
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Subject -—Payment in London in respect of Fifty All-Steel Car Bodies required in conncction with the 
" Electrification of the City and Suburban Railways. Contractors: The Leeds Forge Co, Ltd. 
23-24 August, 1923. 
Apvice has been received from the Railway Department o: the placing of the contract for the 
abovementioned cars for the sum of £139,009. ( 

I shall be glad if you will accordingly arrange for the sum ia question to be placed at the disposa 
of the Agent-General in London, by letter, to enable him to make payment; the expenditure is chargeable 
to the Railway Vote for the Purchase of Stores. 

When action in this direction has been taken, it is desired that you will kindly arrange for the 
transmission, through the Premier’s Department, of the attached letter from the Minister coveil ¢ 
communication dated 20th August from the Chief Commissioner to the Agent-General. 

The usual certificate, as called for b7 the Colonial Treasurer is ettached. I might add that Executive 
Council approval has been obtained to the transaction. 

Under-Secretary. 
The Secretary, The Treasury. — 


Department of Public Works, N.S.W. 
Payment in London in respect of Fifty All-steel Car Bodies required in connection with the Electrification 
of the City and Suburban Railways. Contractors; The Leeds Forge Co., Ltd. 
For approval to ask the Treasurer to make the sum of £159,000 available. and signature to attached 
letter to the Agent-General authorising him to make payment of the amount. Executive Council approval. 


has been obtained. T.B.C. (per W.S.), 
eee 24/8/23. 
Approved.—R.T.B., 24 Aug., 1923. Letter signed by Minister —U.S., 24/8/23. Mr. Daunt. 
Letters forwarded to Treasury for transmission to A.-G., 24/8/23. Await usual advice.—C.F.D., 24/8/23. 


[Copy of Letters. | 
Subject :—Payment in London in respect of Fifty All-steel Car Bodies required in connection with 
the Electrification of the City and Suburban Railways. Contractors: The Leeds Forge Co., Ltd. 
Reference :—Your communication of 20th August, No, 23/2217 Loco. 
; 5 September, 1923. 
Tre Chief Commissioner's letter of 20th August to the Agent-General forwarded with the above- 
mentioned communication was despatched by the mai] which left Sydney on 31st idem. 


Under-Secretary. 
The Secretary, Railway Department. a 


Subject :—Payment in London in respect of Fifty All-Stecl Car Bodies required in connection with 
City and Suburhan Railways (Electrification). 
Reference :—Your communication of 23-24th August, 1923, No. R.A. 23/2394. 
The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 31 August, 1923. 
A Treasury Credit for the sum of £139,000 Os. Od. is being despatched to the Agent-Genera! for this 
State in London to enable payment to be made for the abovementioned car bodies. 
The enclosures with your communication under reference have been forwarded to the Premier’s 
Department for transmission to the Agent-General. 
JOHN SPENCE, 
Director of Finance 
The Under-Secretary for Public Works. (per W. Cowl.) 


Subject :—Payment in London in respect of Fifty All Steel Car Bodies required in connection with the 
Electrification of the City and Suburban Railways. 
Dear Sir, Premier’s Department, Sydney, 1 September, 1923. 
Referring to your letter of 24th ultimo, No. R.A. 23/2394, on the subject mentioned below, I 
beg to inform you that, as requested, a letter was despatched to the Agent-General yesterday. 
Yours faithfully, 
CAH AHAY: 


; Secretary 
The Under-Secretary, Department of Public Works, Sydney. (per G.S.M.). 


Correspondence Branch.—A.A.C. (per M.F.), 4/9/23. Dupli. ltr. from Rly. Dept. dated 17/8/23 
embodying cable, returned to Railway, 4/9/23. Railway Department, 5/9/23. File. 


Extract from “ Hansard,” dated 16th October, 1923. 
STEEL RAILWAY CARRIAGES. 


Mr. LANG: In regard to the railway carriages which are being constructed for the Railway Com- 


missioners in England, can the Minister for Railways inform the House as to the terms of the delivery of 
the carriages @ 


Mr. BALL: I will give the hon. member the information to-morrow. 


Under-Secretary. Railways, 17/10/23. 
ees Subject 
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Subject :—Steel Railway Carriages being constructed in England. 
teference :—The subjoined extract from Hansard of 16th October. 
17 October, 1923. 


Ir will be noted that the Minister promised to furnish Mr. Lang to-day with the terms of the delivery 
of the carriages, and I shall be glad if you will be so good as to furnish me with the desired information to 
enable the Minister to give effect to his promise. 


Under-Secretary. 
The Secretary, Railway Department. 


Mr. LANG: In regard to the railway carriages which are being constructed for the Railway Com- 
missioners in England, can the Minister for Railways inform the House as to the terms of the delivery of 
the carriages ? 


Mr. BALL: I-will give the hon. member the information to-morrow. 


Extract from “ Hansard,” daied 11th October, 1923. 


STEEL RAILWAY CARRIAGES. 


Mr. LANG: Is the Minister for Railways yet in a position to give me an answer to the question 
I asked yesterday as to the cost of fifty steel railway carriages to be manufactured in England ? 


Mr. BALL: The amount involved is £139,000. 
File.—U.8., 12/10/23. 


ee eee 


Subject :—Steel Railway Carriages being constructed in England. 
Reference :--Your letter of even date. 


Office of the Commissioners, Bridge and Phillip streets, 
Sydney, 17 October, 1923. 
In reply to your letter of this date, asking for information in regard to the terms of delivery of the 
fifty steel railway carriages being constructed in England, I have to inform you that the conditions provide 
for the delivery of five cars in eight and a half months from date of order, delivery of the fifty cars to be 
completed in thirteen and a half months from date of order. These dates are for delivery in England, 
and allowing for transport the whole of the cars should be de'ivered in Sydney before the end of 1924. 


W. JNO. MORRIS, 
Secretary. 
The Under-Secretary, Public Works Department, Sydney. 


Fo: Minister’s information and instruction as to rep'ying to Mr. Lang, M.L.A—-T.B.C. (per U.S ), 
17/10/23. Inform Mr, Lang.—R.T.B., 18/10/23. J. T, Lang, Esq., M.L.A., 18/10/23, 


Dear Sir, 18 October, 1923. 

With reference to the question asked by you in the Legislative Assembly on 16th October 
(without notice) respecting the terms of delivery of the carriages under construction in Great Britain for 
the Railway Department, I am directed by the Minister to inform you that the conditions provide for 
the delivery of five cars in eight and a half months from date of order, delivery of the fifty cars to be 
completed in thirteen months from date o° order, which was placed in August last. The dates are for 
delivery in England, and allowing for transport the whole of the cars should be delivered in Sydney before 
the end of 1924. 

Yours faithfully, 


Under-Secretary. 
J. T. Lang, Esq., M.L.A. 


Extract from “ Hansard,” dated Lith October, 1923. 


STEEL RAILWAY CARRIAGES. 


Mr. LANG: Is the Minister for Railways yet in a position to give me a reply to the question 


I asked yesterday regirding the steel carriages being manufactured in England for our Railway 
Commissioners ? 


Mr. BALL: I had asked for the information desired but it has not yet come to hand. As soon 
as I get it I will hand it over to the hon. member. 


Fle. 


Subject. 
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Subject :—Letter for despatch to ‘the Agent-General for New South Wales, London, relative to 
Supply of Fifty All-steel Car Bodies by the Leeds Forge Co. Ltd., Leeds, England, and visit 
of Mr. A. GC, H. Edwards (Chief Car Draftsman) to England in connection therewith. 

Ref. :—23/—. 

Office of the Commissioners, Bridge and Phillip streets, 
Sydney, 19 October, 1923. 
I sHALL be glad if you will arrange for transmission of the abovementioned letter, forwarded herewith 
by the English mail closing on 24th instant, and for a sum of £475 to be made available to the Agent-General, 
London, by the Treasury for the payment of Mr. Edwards’ salary and allowance while in England, such 
sum being charged to the vote for the Electrification of Railways. The first payment to be made to Mr. 
Edwards will be for the fortnight commencing on 16th and ending 29th December, 1923. 


W. JNO. MORRIS, 
Secretary. 
The Under-Secretary, Department of Public Works, Sydney. 
Prepare letter.—U.8., 19/10/23. Letters to Agent-General and Treasury, copy to P.O., prepared 
20/10/23; signed 20/10/23. Letter to Agent-General herewith for signature.—U.8., 20/10/23. Signed 
and sent to Treasury, 20/10/23. Await usual advices. 


[Copy of Letters. | 


Visit of Mr. A. C. H. Edwards, Chief Car Draftsman, New South Wales Railways, in connection with the 
Construction of All-steel Car Bodies to be supplied by the Leeds Forge Co, Ltd. 


20 October, 1923. 
Dear Sir, : 

I transmit for your kind attention the attached letter, dated 18th October, from the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways and Tramways, asking you to arrange to pay the salary of Mr. Edwards and 
a living allowance whilst in England in connection with the construction of the all-steel railway car bodies 
to be supplied by the Leeds Forge Co. Ltd. 

The Treasury has been requested to place you in funds to the extent of £475, which, it is anticipated, 
will meet expenditure under this heading. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) R.T.B., 
Minister for Public Works, Railways, and State Industrial Enterprises. 


(per T.C.). 
The Agent-General for New South Wales, London. 


Subject :—Payment in London to Mr. A. C. H. Edwards, Chief Car Draftsman, Railway Department, 
while undertaking inspection work in connection with the Construction of All-steel Railway Car Bodies. 


20 October, 1923. 
Tur Railway Department has decided to send Mr. Edwards to England to assist in inspection work 
and to gain information in connection with the construction of the fifty all-steel railway car bodies to be 
constructed by the Leeds Forge Company Ltd. 


Mr. Edwards is expected to be in England about nine months, and the Chief Commissioner desires 
that arrangements be made for the Agent-General to pay Mr. Edwards’ salary and expenses whilst there. 
Mr. Edwards’ salary is at the rate of £568 per annum, in addition to which he is to be granted a living 
allowance of £2 2s. per week during the time he isin England. The first payment due in England in 
respect of salary will be for the fortnight 16th-29th December, 1923, viz., £21 9s. 


To enable the Commissioner’s wishes to be carried out will you please cause the sum of £475 to be 
placed to the credit of the Agent-General by the first English mail which closes on 24th instant; the 
expenditure is chargeable to the Railway Vote for the Electrification of Railways. 

When action in this direction has been taken, will you kindly arrange for the transmission, through 
the Premier’s Department, of the attached letter from the Minister, covering communication dated 18t] 
October, from the Chief Commissioner to the Agent-General. | 


(Sgd.) TBs 
Rae Under-Secretary. 


Copy to P.O. Original handed to Mr. Lynch to-day.—H.J.T., 20/10/23. 


Subject :—Payment in London to Mr. A. C. H. Edwards, Chief Car Draftsman, Railway Department. 
Reference :—Your communication of 20th October, 1923, No. R.A, 23/3104. 
The Treasury, New South Wales, Sydney, 29 October, 1923. 


TREASURY Credit for the sum of £475 is being despatched to the Agent-General for this State in 
London to enable payment to be made in the above connection. | 


JOHN SPENCE, 
Director of Finance © 

(per W. Cowie). 

The Under-Secretary, Department of Public Works. 


ae nes Tee Subject 
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Subject :—Cablegram to the Agent-General, London, respecting Shipment of Fifty Steet Car Bodies 
under order from the Leeds Forge Company, England. 
Referencs. :— Previous correspondence. 
25 October, 1923. _ 
I am directed to ask that you will be so good as to arrange for the prompt transmission to the Agent-General 
of the following cablegram respecting the above, vis. -— 
Chief Commissioner for Railways and Tramways. Referring to... WUVSYOWGOYV 


order piaced with ... aah bee ai S Se sien .. NIRJEODNOZ 
Leeds Forge Company for ee ae - a ae ee LIOINGIEOB 
5O steel .., a an = om a hs ae .. -LEVYVSEFEB 
Car Bodies ... ed Be be oe nah ry. he ..  BOURPBABFE 
Arrange forall... ae et fe a ae Aa .. ANUZKAHZYK 
shipments by 67 Ass ee a er Mee sp ..  RITICBISOK 
Federal Steam _... a oe es ie ie. - pee EY LOCOND 
Navigation Coy. Ltd. ... os on a ie 88 .. KOSOGCYEWD 
line of steamers... ae au eh oF a ay .. dJIZILSCOWR 
sailing from Manchester. ... ee A are ais Sa noe EPUDZEJULUS 
Letter posted whe wa A ae es A rc oer ele Ee 


T shall also be glad if you will arrange transmission to the Agent-General of the attached letter of 
confirmation. 


The Under-Secretary, Public Works Department, Sydney. 
W. J. MORRIS, 


Secretary 
(per D.C.W.). 
Orig. and dupli. to P.O. with request to despatch cable, 26/10/23. Resubmit with usual advice 
from P.O, ~ Cable desp., 26/10/23; cost, £1 1s. 2d. Dupli. returned to Rly. (31/10/23). 
Letters to Agent-General and Premier’s Dept. prepared and signed, 26/10/1923. T.B.C. (per 
U.S.), 26/10/23. Letter to Agent-General herewith for signature. Signed (for Minister).—T.C. Mr. 
Daun?, U.S., 27/10/23. Await advices.—Cablegram. Letter. 


‘ [Copy of Letiers.] 
Dear Sir, 26 October, 1923. 


I transmit for your kind attention the attached Jetter dated 25th October, from the Chief Com- 
missioner for Railways and Tramways, respecting shipment of fifty steel car bodies under order from the 


Leeds Forge Company, England. 
Yours faithfully, 
Minister for Public Works, Railways, and State Industrial Enterprises. 


The Agent-General for New South Wales, London. 


Subject :—Railway Department—Shipment of Fifty Steel Car Bodies under order from the Leeds Forge 
Company, England. 
26 October, 1923. 
I rorwarp for favour of transmission to the Agent-General the attached letter from the Minister 
covering communication dated 25th October, from the Chief Commissioner for Railways and Tramways, 
relative to the abovementioned subject. 
The provisions of funds is not involved in this instance. 
Kindly notify me as to the date on which the letter to the Agent-General is despatched. 
Under-Secretary. 


The Secretary, Premier’s Department. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


eee ee 


PROPOSED RAILWAY—CAMURRA TO BOGGABILLA, 


REPORT, 


THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING ComMITTEE ON PuBtic Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act 
of 1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13 George V, No. 19), to 
whom was referred for consideration and report “ the expediency of constructing 
a line of Railway from Camurra to Boggabilla,”’ have, after due inquiry, 
resolved that it is expedient the proposed railway be constructed with a 
deviation to the east shown on the plan accompanying their report; and in 
accordance with subsection (d) of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, 
report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. The proposal to construct a railway from Camurra to Boggabilla is 
stated in the official evidence to have emanated from the Lands Department, and is 
regarded as a departmental expediency, and as a line which will be in the interests 
of settlement in the State in connection with the Government’s immigration 
proposals and policy generally respecting land development and settlement. The 
line, it has been pointed out, will serve about 258,000 acres of Crown lands now 
held under lease, and in addition 1,076,000 acres of alienated land held in large 
holdings, all of which is at present devoted to grazing purposes. 


The line, as originally suggested by the Lands Department, was from 
Marambir, on the Moree-Inverell line, to Goondiwindi. The Railway Commis- 
sioners, however, upon being asked for a report on the matter, advised in the 
following terms :— 


**The distance from Sydney to Goondiwindi, via Marambir, is 4944 miles, 
and, as will be seen, the proposed line would have to cross the Gwydir River, 
thus necessitating the construction of an expensive bridge, while the already 
surveyed line from Moree follows the existing railway as far as Camurra, and 
avoids the crossing of the river and flood channels necessary on the Marambir 
route. Also, the distance from Sydney via Camurra is 4824 miles, thus saving 
12 miles compared with the Marambir route. 


** As the two lines mentioned practically intersect the same country, the 
Commissioners are of opinion that should it be decided to give further con- 
sideration to the construction of a line to Goondiwindi, the Camurra route 
should be adopted.” 


The matter was considered by the Sub-committee of Cabinet on Land 
Development and Settlement (consisting of the Hon. W. EH. Wearne, M.L.A., 
Minister for Lands; Hon. R. T. Ball, M.L.A., Minister for Works; Hon. F. A. 
Chaffey, M.L.A., Minister for Agriculture; and the Hon. Sir Joseph Carruthers, 
M.L.C., Vice-President of the Executive Council), and that body decided to accept 
the Railway Commissioners’ suggestion respecting the route from Camuryra. By 
direction of the Minister the Commissioners were then asked for a Statutory Report 
on the proposal. his was furnished under date 1st November, 1922, and is referred 
to elsewhere. 
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The expediency of constructing the line was referred to the consideration of the 
Committee on 22nd November, 1922. 


THE PROPOSED RAILWAY. 


2. The proposed railway commences a short distance north of Camurra Station, 
on the Moree to Mungindi line at about 420 miles from Sydney, and proceeds in a 
north-easterly dir ection across Pond and the Gil Gil Creeks. From about 444 miles 
it bears more northerly and crosses Croppa, Yallari, Mungle, and Mobindry Creeks, 
and at 472 miles takes a slightly west-of-north direction, crossing Whalan Creek, 
and terminating on the southern side of Macintyre River at Boggabilla at 457 miles 
from Sydney and about 5 miles south- easterly from Goondiwindi, in the State of 
Queensland, on the northern side of that river. ‘The works are light, 


ESTIMATED COST. 


3. The estimated cost of a single line 62 miles 44 chains and 44 links in length, 
with 60-lb. rails, earth-ballasted, a ruling grade of 1 in 99 with the load and 1 in 100 
against the load, not compensated, and a minimum curve of 20 chains radius, is 
£358,795, or £5,736 par mile. 

The estimate includes £88,762 for permanent-way material, the cost of rails 
being £12 per ton—a reduction of £6 per ton on the price of rails a few months ago. 

Sleepers—147,700 of which will be required—are estimated to cost £51,695, 
at 7s. each, and may be drawn from the Pilliga, Coonabarabran, and the North 
Coast districts, the forests within hauling distance of Wee Waa and Narrabri being 
almost cut out. 


The cost of station works is estimated at £36,024. Seven stations, including 
the making-up of the yards, and the provision of points and crossings, sidings, &c., 
are provided for. 

Other items of expenditure include: Earthworks, £21,306; timber and cattle-. 
stops and iron openings, £16,885; level crossings, £10,856; plate-laying and 
ballasting, £30,010; station buildings, £22,625; water supplies, £8 15005 and 
enginecring and contingencies, at 18 per cent , £54,731, &c. 


The estimate is based upon the payment of a standard wage of 15s. 6d. per 
day, and a working week of forty-four hours. In view of the introduction of tlie 
forty-eight hours’ working week the estimate requires reduction accordingly. 

Since the trial survey was made the Lands Department asked that the line 
be deviated to the east to take in extra Crown lands. ‘This will increase the length 
to 67 miles, and the cost of 5 miles additional construction—£28,000—requires 
to be added. 


ESTIMATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Pa | he annual expenditure is estimated at £37,000, and comprises £17,255 for 
devine expenses and £19,745 for interest, at 54 per cent. on the cost of construction. 


The estimated annual revenue is £28,000 (£11,000 in excess of working 
expenses), showing a difference of £9,000. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


5. The statutory report of the Railway Commissioners draws attention to the 
fact that the district concerned possesses an excellent rainfall of 26 inches average, 
and that the soil and climatic conditions are favourable for inducing closer settlement. 
The District Surveyor of Moree, who was deputed by the Minister to deal with the 
lands question, has been in frequent consultation with the Railway Department’s 
representative, and from an analysis of the detailed information compiled as to the 
location and classification of lands, it is estimated that the proposed line will serve 
at least 30",(00 acres of good agricultural land within a 15 miles radius, and it is 
considered that the Crown land alone will provide for the settlement of about 209 
families. This is apart from private subdivisions which are expected to pie place. 

It 


vil 
} It should be mentioned that twenty years ago a line’ was surveyed from 
Moree to Boggabilla, the distance being 624 miles, but in connection with the 
present inquiry it was found that this route was practically through black soil 
country and would not effectively serve the Crown land or agricultural areas to be 
settled upon. A suggestion is therefore made to deviate the route in an easterly 
direction,.and while this makes the distance 5 miles longer than the original 
survey the additional advantage of having a large percentage of red soil country to 
traverse, and the avoidance of areas infested by prickly pear, would result in a 
cheaper cost of construction per mile than the route originally surveyed. 


In making reference to the prickly pear, it might be stated that the areas 


affected lie principally in the parishes of Coppymurrumbil and Mungle, 20 to 25 
miles south of Boggabilla, and its eradication is hoped for by closer settlement 
following railway communication. 


The location of the line, as now submitted, opens up a very large area of 
land at present unserved by any railway, and it is claimed that it will prove of 
greater value than the existing branch lines to Walgett, Collarenebri, or Mungindi, 
and from a traffic standpoint its earnings per mile will be appreciably higher. The 
terminus of the proposal at Boggabilla is 6 miles from Goondiwindi—an important 
town in Queensland through which there is a considerable movement of stock, and 
although.good results are expected to accrue from agricultural development, the 
pastoral industry will be considerably benefited by the linking up of Boggabilla 
and Queensland territory with our North-Western system and the Dubbo-Werris 
Creek cross line. 


As there is every reason to believe that the proposed railway will prove 
advantageous to the State, its construction is recommended. 


THE AREA TO BE SERVED, 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION, 


6. For several miles east by north of Camurra the country consists principally 
of black soil, low-lying in parts but presenting no engineering difficulties until the 
Tareelari boundary, 10 or 12 miles along the course of the proposed line, is reached. 
In this vicinity are two small creeks, and the character of the country changes to 
chocolate and red soil, and so continues northerly for a distance of approximately 
30 miles to Croppa Creek. From this point there is an intrusion of half a dozen 
miles of black and chocolate soil country, which again merges into red soil for a 
further distance of 20 miles, after which both red and black soil country predominate 
as far as Boggabilla. 


An area, from which much may be expected in the direction of close 
settlement, situated north-east of Marambir Siding, is known as the Pallamallawa 
lands, consisting chiefly of Crown Lands held as improvement and scrub leases. 
Much of this district has been put under wheat crop; the areas range from 400 to 
1,800 acres. The greater part, however, is being used for grazing, and is estimated 
to carry a sheep to the acre on small holdings. The whole of this belt of country, 
approximately 300,000 acres, was originally timbered with dense belar, brigalow, 
wilga, and box. Large areas have been burnt off and await railway construction 
before being placed under wheat. The soil consists principally of red loam, varying 
in depth from 9 to 12 inches, with a clayey subsoil, and is rich in vegetable matter, 
originating from dense scrub. For several miles north of Pallamallawa settlers are 
carrying on wheat cultivation under the disadvantage of long road carriage, Under 
present conditions produce is conveyed to Pallamallawa township, and thence across 
the Gwydir River and for eight miles to Binaguy railway station. 


. A conservative estimate of the quantity of land suitable for wheat growing 
within the area to be served is given by the District Surveyor as 400,000 acres. 


~ On the Dumaresq Creek, east of Boggabilla, is forest country of ironbark, 
deseribed as useful for sleepers, girders, and bridgework, not only on the proposed 
line but in New South Wales generally. With the exception of a little cypress 
pine, other timbers along the route are not of commercial value. 
fot Throughout 
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Throughout the area to be served flowing sub-artesian bores may be obtained 
at a depth of 490 to 700 feet. Many have already been put down, and numbers of 
the settlers are using tanks and dams. - 


Lanps INFORMATION. 


It is estimated by the officials of the Lands Department that within an area 
of 12 miles on either side of the proposed line approximately 897,500 acres will be 
served by railway construction. The area includes 426,100 acres of alienated, 
26,600 acres of reserved, 394,700 acres of leased, and 50,100 acres of Crown lands 
held under occupation licenses or untenanted. 


Untenanted Crown Lands. 


These amount to 31,500 acres, part of which—8,952 acres—were set apart 
between 8th July and 22nd September, 1922, for various forms of tenure. Of the 
total area available 3,740 acres have been lately applied for as Crown leases. 


The country generally is undulating and level; part near the MacIntyre 
River is subject to inundation. The soil isa red brown and chocolate loam, with 
basaltic light soil in parts, and is described as “‘ rough to good grazing land for sheep 
or cattle and partly good wheat land when improved.” 


Within the limits of the area affected by the proposal, in addition to the 
31,500 acres of untenanted Crown lands described, there are 26,600 acres of reserves 
not held under any tenure other than an annual tenure; 18,600 acres of other 
Crown lands held under occupation licenses ; and 145,600 acres held under incon- 
vertible leases, making a total of 222,200 acres of unalienated Crown lands. 


Improvement Leases. 


Twenty-one improvement leases and part of five others aggregate an area of 
131,300 acres, 17,100 acres of which are covered by reserves. The leases have from 
two to twenty-one years to run, and the rents vary from 2d. to 10d. per acre. 


Scrub Leases. 


Five scrub leases aggregate 10,700 acres, of which 7,000 acres are covered 
by reserves. ‘The leases have from one and a quarter to nineteen years to run, and 
the rents range from °43d. to 4°36d. per acre. 


18th-Section Leases. 


Two 18th-section leases have a combined area of 3,500 acres, partly covered 
by rescrves, and have five and twelve years to run. The rent of both leases is 2d. 
per acre. 

Prickly-pear Country. 

Reference is made in the information supplied by the Department to the 
presence of prickly-pear on the area to be served, the extent of “ heavily infested ”’ 
country being stated to be 107,846 acres, comprising five areas, as follows :—The 
acreage of the area around the village of Pallamallawa is 11,623 acres ; in the parish 
of Gil Gil, county of Stapylton are 1,840 acres; in the parish of Tun Cooey, same 
county, are 890 acres. ‘There is a large area of 87,668 acres in the parishes of 
Coppymurrumbil, Wonga, Cook, Mungle, Booraba, Holmes, Toongcooma and 
Currumbah, county of Stapylton, whilst in the parishes of Boggabilla and Boobora, 
same county, there are 5,825 acres. 


Rainfall. 


The average annual rainfall of the affected area is from 221 inches at Camurra 
to about 24 inches at Boggabilla. 

STATISTICAL. 

Information obtained from the Bureau of Statistics shows that in the 
Pallamallawa police patrol district in 1920-1921 there were 2,312 acres under 
wheat, which gave an average return of approximately 20 bushels to the acre. In 
the following year the wheat area had increased to 3,488 acres, and the return to 
224 bushels per acre. Summarised, the information in the possession of the bureau 
shows that in portions of the police patrol districts of Moree, Pallamallawa, Garah, 

and 
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and Boggabilla affected by the proposed line the wheat area increased from 110 acres 
in 1919-1920 to 3,948 acres in 1921-1922, and gave an average yield of 25 bushels to 
the acre. In the same peuiod the total area cultivated increased from 3,422 to 
5,051 acres. 


In 1920, 860,786 sheep shorn gave 2,462,424 lb. of greasy wool. In 1922, - 


377,606 sheep shorn gave 2,897,196 lb. of greasy wool. 


Dairy produce increased from 7,925 lb. of butter fat in 1920 to 15,537 Ib. 
in 1922. 


There are 185 holdings with 350,817 acres of alienated and 662,967 acres of 
unalienated land in the districts referred to. ‘The private holdings (88) vary in 
extent from 100 to 20,000 acres and over. Ten holdings cover 12,225 acres of 
alienated and 29,697 acres of unalienated land; whilst four holdings cover 123,403 
acres of alienated and 47,398 acres of unalienated land. 


THE COMMITTEE’S INQUIRY. 


7. In carrying out their inquiry the Committee, in addition to taking evidence 
in Sydney, Moree, Wilby, and Boggabilla, inspected extensive areas of the country 
through which the proposed line will pass. ‘Travelling eastward of Camurra, and 
turning northward, they passed through several miles of light black soil, well 
grassed, undulating land, which gradually merges into box and wilga country, 
large areas of which have been cleared and are being utilised for wheat-growing. 
In parts of the country farther north the prickly-pear has taken possession in belts. 


Eighteen miles from Pallamallawa, and within the influence of the proposed 
line, there is excellent wheat country, timbered with brigalow and belali, 
interspersed with somewhat heavier soil with clayey subsoil. This country gradually 
merges into pine and box, and so continues to Gil Gil Creek. Further north where 
much of the country has been cleared there is said to be an average rainfall of 26 
inches, and that the fall during the growing period is greater than in many other 
parts of the district. Traversing a large portion of the area to be served the 
Committee crossed Croppa and Yalaroi Creeks to the Mobindri country, and thence 
to Boggabilla and the border. 


One of the nearest settlements to the starting point of the proposed line is 
the country north of Pallamallawa, concerning the value and character of which 
Mr. A. H. E. McDonald, Chief Inspector, Department of Agriculture, has stated :— 


‘“‘T have been personally interested in this district because it was chiefly 
due to me that wheat-growing was commenced there. When I went there in 1911 
practically no wheat was grown, with the exception of small areas on the banks 
of rivers. The rainfall is good—in the vicinity of Pallamallawa 24 or 25 inches 
per annum. Generally in this section of the country it ranges from 21 inches 
to 26 inches per annum. ‘The soil is of good class, is loamy and rich, and 
requires no fertilisers. The fact is that country does not respond to fertilisers. 
The soil holds moisture well, and will respond well to fallowing. Some 
classes of country from which results of a satisfactory character are not 
obtained do not yield moisture well; but this country, probably due to organic 
matter or sand, does hold moisture well, and consequently good crops are 
obtained there from the fallowed land when the seasons are very dry. 


“The first year I was there we got 32 bushels of wheat to the acre. In 
1912 we got 28 bushels to the acre, with a rainfall of about 6 inches during the 
growing period. The point that has always struck me of that country is that 
it responds well to fallowing, and when the farming is good you can get good 
results. From 1911 to 1921 the highest yield in any one year was 52 bushels 
in the 1921-22 season. ‘The lowest yield in any one year was 11 bushels 12 lb. 
in 1915, and 11 bushels 50 lb. in 1917-18. In one of the driest years—1914 
was one of the driest years in the State—we got 19 bushels. 


“The country is not only good wheat-growing country, but it is also 
first-class pastoral country. For that reason, although the wheat crop may 
fail, a farm will give better results than districts more suitable for wheat where 
they cannot keep so many sheep. Within reasonable distance of a railway, a 
very good living can be made from 1,000 acres,” The 
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The evidence obtained from the settlers of the district fully bears out this 
description. There is an almost continuous stretch of wheat-land intermixed 
with excellent grazing country along the whole of the route, the wheat areas 
lying principally on its eastern side. Returns of 20 to 40 bushels of wheat to 
the acre have been obtained for several years, although the lands under cultivation 
have naturally been small on account of the lack of facilities for reaching a railway 
and the high cost of carriage—ls, to 2s. per bag for a distance varying from 8 to 25 
miles. The country has been described as being of such a nature as only to require 
a summer fallow, and that with traffic convenience 1,90‘) to 2,000 acres form a 
living area, upon which a competent farmer would be able to cultivate 400 acres, 
fallow £09 acres if required, and carry 900 sheep. Bhi) 


The bulk of the country appears to be ideal farming land, and the local 
evidence shows that it does not require manure, R 


Victorian farmers who have settled in the Pallamallawa area compare the 
country more than favourably with that of the Horsham Plains, Wimmera—said to 
be the best wheat-growing country in Victoria—and state that land in the latter 
district is bringing £22 per acre, whilst land within the influence of the proposed 
line is being sold at £2 per acre. In the Gil Gil district, 22 miles north of 
Pallamallawa, the holders of 101,000 acres are stated to be prepared to put 17,000 acres 
under cultivation within three years on areas up to 2,840 acres. This land does not 
represent the whole of the agricultural area ; but cultivation will be greatly increased 
in due course. With the exception of one or two holdings, fully 60 to 65 per cent. 
of this country is described as agricultural. 


Portions of the country suitable for grazing are of exceptional quality. On 
the rich lands of Merriwa Station, on the Macintyre River, a sheep to the acre 
is being carried; but the average capacity is given at approximately a sheep to 
13 acres. . 


A strong opinion has been expressed in evidence at Moree that in order to 
secure the best results from railway construction, and serve a greater area of wheat 
land, the line should be swung to the east from the commencement of the Boolooroo 
Shire boundary, skirt the township of Wilby, and proceed thence direct to the 
proposed terminus. 


With the exception of a little rust, the agricultural country is free from 
disease, which may be avoided by the use of rust-resisting varieties of seed. 


Wilby is practically the centre of the Mungle Scrub of 150,000 acres, now 
occupied by bond fide settlers; 90,000 acres of this are said to be good farming and 
agricultural country. Several hundred acres have been put under wheat for local 
use, and it is considered that with the construction of the proposed line the greater 
portion of the agricultural area will be farmed, Large areas have been cleared and 
are ready for the plough, but the district is handicapped in its agricultural operations 
on account of distance from railway facilities. ‘The nearest point of railway 
connection is Goondiwindi, Queensland, 30 miles distant, to which the charge 
for wheat carriage is 3s. per bag. Yields of 24 to 30 bushels of wheat to 
the acre have been obtained in the district. The bulk of the scrub country is within 
a radius of 16 miles of the proposed railway, and as at Moree it has been suggested 
the line be swung to the east to include a larger area of good agricultural land. 
Artesian water is obtained in the district at a depth of 700 feet. 


The proposed terminus Boggabilla, 5 miles from the Queensland horder, is 
approached through country which has been described as “all right for growing 
wheat satisfactorily.”’ Prolific crops of hay have been obtained east of Boggabilla 
up to 6 miles from the township. The principal station in the district is Merriwa, 
with 20,000 acres on the New South Wales side of the border. The bulk of this 
area has been stated to be too valuable to hold with railway construction, and 
would necessarily be share-farmed for hay, whilst the river flats would be devoted 
to lucerne, for which ready markets would be found in Moree, and the district north 
as far as Mungindi. At present there is difficulty, almost amounting to impossibility, 
of competition with the Queensland markets, on account of the existence of the 
Darling Downs country, and the extra length of railway carriage to Brisbane. At 
| the 
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the same time it is considered locally that the construction of the proposed line 
would probably draw fodder from the Darling Downs area, which would enter into 
competition with the supply from the Boggabilla district to towns situated to the 
south. The district generally is sound, and it is seldom that crops have been missed 
during the last twenty or more years. 


South of Boggabilla the land suitable for wheat-growing and mixed farming, 
in the Morbimby district, extends for a considerable area. A local estimate of the 
character of the country for stock gives the carrying capacity at a sheep to 1} acres. 
The stock of the district have a high reputation for quality and for the prices 
obtained. 


A return submitted to the Committee of the goods and passenger traffic 
between Queensland, Goondiwindi, and New South Wales in 1922 is as follows :— 


Merchandise from Queensland to New South Wales... 262 tons. 
Corn, chaff, and hay... te aT ‘at ah, 16) 55 
Wheat from New South Wales to Queensland ey ee, 
Hides bit vT rh Yh 10 5; 
Bales of sheep skins aot ee et eA 
Bales of wool from New South Wales... ret ae 9a0 5 
Number of passengers, Sydney to Goondiwindi va ODA 

is + Goondiwindi to Sydney sii «3586 

CONCLUSION. 


8. The prospects of the line from a traffic point of view are favourable. 
The district to be served offers excellent opportunities for closer settlement. 
In making up the estimated annual revenue of £28,000 an area of 10 miles 
of country on either side of the proposed line has been considered, and the estimate 
is based upon the results obtained from the line between Morce and Mungindi. The 
latter secures a certain amount of stock traffic from Queensland, and the country 
through which it passes is almost wholly pastoral. In the case of the line under review, 
however, a great deal is hoped for from closer settlement, as well as from the move- 
ments of stock across the border, and the revenue should show eventually to greater 
advantage. In forming his estimate the Chief ‘l'raffic Manager has allowed for what 
may be anticipated in regard to wheat traffic, and he considers that if the district 
becomes closely settled the estimate will be considerably exceeded. With this 
expression of opinion the Committee, as a result of their inspection of the district 
to be served, are in accord. 


Portions of the country to be served suffer from the disability of being under 
the influence of prickly-pear, practically 15 per cent. of the northern half being 
heavily infested and the remainder toa lesser degree. Whilst the presence of scattered 
prickly-pear is not likely to militate against wheat-growing and grazing, and with 
closer settlement may be got rid of altogether, it is clear that something of a radical 
nature should be done to eradicate the pest. 


According to the evidence placed before the Committee during their inquiry 
the whole of the infested land within 13 miles of Moree could have been cleared 
twenty-five years ago for £150. It could not be cleared now for £150,000, and the 
pear is still growing. The district is regarded as one which suffers more than others 
from the spread of pear, on account of the extent of river frontages, the rivers 
bringing down enormous bodies of the weed and spreading it over the country. On 
one estate the pear brought down by floods in 1921 cost over £1,010 to clear. Under 
present conditions there are no means of assisting settlers in their work of pear 
eradication. Money may be spent in clearing pear off Crown lands, but as soon as 
the land is taken up the expenditure ceases. ‘Throughout New South Wales there 
are approximately 6,000,000 acres of pear-infested country, and it is increasing at 
the rate of 250,000 acres per annum. In other words, 250,000 acres of land are 
being put out of action every year. | nt 
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The means adopted for getting rid of the pear pest are rolling, ploughing, 
and cultivating for four or five years, or poisoning. The latter work is estimated to 
cost about £2 10s. per acre. Both methods may be operated on the same class of 
country, and the experience of settlers in the district shows that a combination of 
the two is the most effective. The rapid spread of the pest appears to emphasise 
the necessity of facilities for closer settlement. 


The Committee are of opinion that it is expedient the proposed railway be 
constructed with an easterly deviation (shown on the plan accompanying their 
report), which, whilst lengthening the line by approximately 3 miles, will more 
effectively serve the country to the north and north-east of Pallamallawa. 


RESOLUTION PASSED. 


9. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from their Minutes of Proceedings :— 
Mr. Travers moved: “That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed 


Railway from Camurra to Bogeabilla be constructed, with a deviation shown on the Plan 
accompanying their Report.” 


Mr. Cameron seconded the motion, which was passed on the following division ;— 


Ayes, 6, Noes, l. 
Mr. Cameron, Mr. Burke. 
Mr, Dick, 
Mr. Doe, 


Mr. Drummond, 
Mr. Mahony, ' 
Mr. Travers, 


W. T. DICK, 
Chairman. 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney, 3 August, 1928. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


RAILWAY EXTENSION FROM CAMURRA TO BOGGABILLA. 


WEDNESDAY, 29 NOVEMBER, 1922. 


Present: — 
Tae Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarrmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert MAnony. 
Francis MicHacy, Burke, Esq. 


WitiiaAmM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a Railway Extension from 
Camurra to Boggabilla. 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under Secretary, Department of 
Public Works, sworn and examined : 


1. Chairman.] Will you read the official statement 
regarding the proposed railway extension !—Yes, it is as 
follows :— 


Proposed RAILWAY FROM CAMURRA TO BOGGASBILLA. 


Estimated cost, £358,795, or £5,355 per mile, exclusive of land and 
compensation. 
Length, 67 miles ; ruling grade, ] in 110; sharpest curve, 15 chains 
radius, 

On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways moved in the Legislative Assembly, ‘‘ That it 
be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works to consider and report upon the expediency of constructing 
a line of railway from Camurra to Boggabiila.”’ 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

This proposed railway has been put forward by the Lands 
Department as one which will be in the interests of settlement in the 
State in connection with the Government’s immigration proposals 
and policy generally respecting land development and settlement. 

The following is the official description of the line :— 

‘*This proposed railway commences a short distance north of 
Camurra Station, on the Moree to Mungindi line, at about 420 miles 
from Sydney, and proceeds in a north-easterly direction across Pond 
and the Gil Gil Creeks ; from about 444 miles it bears more northerly 
and crosses Croppa, Yallari, Mungle, and Mobindry Creeks ; at 472 
miles the line takes a slightly west of north direction, crosses 
Whalan Creek, and terminates on the southern side of Macintyre 
River at Boggabilla, at 487 miles from Sydney and about 5 miles 
south-easterly from Goondiwindi, in the State of Queensland, on the 
northern side of that river. The works are light.” 

The Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report is dated Ist 
November, 1922, and is as follows :-- 


Propos—ep RAILWAY FROM CAMURRA TO BoGGABILLA. 

In accordance with the request of the Honorable the Minister for 
Railways, and in pursuance of the provisions of the Public Works 
Act, 1912, the Commissioners beg to submit their report on the 
abovementioned proposal. 

The financial prospects of the extension are as under :— 

Estimated cost of construction :— 


. 


Estimated cost of construction + 359,000 
Estimated annual expenditure :— 
Interest on cost of constraction 
(£359,000) at 54 per cent, £19,745 
Working expenses... ac op Enel edits. 
— 37,000 
Estimated annual revenue :— 
Estimated annual revenue... ano 28,000 
Difference £9,€00 


t 8951—A 


The proposal to construct a railway from Camurra to Boggabilla 
emanates from the Minister for Lands, and is regarded as a Depart- 
mental expediency, the object being to serve about 258,000 acres of 
Crown land now mainly held under lease, and, in addition, 1,076,000 
acres of alienated land held in large holdings, all of which is at 
present devoted to grazing purposes. The Lands Department 
views this matter ina very important light as regards increasing 
the settlement under the policy now being investigated by the 
Government in connection with immigration proposals, and stress 
is laid on the fact that the value of Crown land will be enhanced Ly 
the construction of the railway. 


Inquiries show that the district concerned possesses an excellent 
rainfall, of 26 inches average, and that the soil and climatic conditions 
are favourable for inducing closer settlement. The District 
Surveyor of Moree, who was deputed by the Minister to deal with 
the Lands question, has been in frequent consultation with this 
Department’s representative, and from an analysis of the detailed 
information compiled as to the location and classification of lands, 
it is estimated that the proposed line will serve at least 300,009 
acres of good agricultural land within a 15 miles radius, and it is 
considered that the Crown Lands alone will provide for the 
settlement of about 200 families. This is apart from private 
subdivisions which are expected to take place. 


It should be mentioned that some twenty years agoa line was 
surveyed from Moree to Boggabilla, as shown in dotted black on the 
accompanying map, marked ‘‘ A,” the distance being 624 miles, but 
in connection with the present inquiry it was found that this route 
was practically through black soil country and would not effectively 
serve the Crown land or agricultural areas to be settled upon. A 
suggestion is therefore made to deviate the route in an easterly 
direction, as shown in red; and while this makes the distance 5 
miles longer than the original survey, the additional advantage of 
haying a large percentage of red soil country to traverse, and the 
avoidance of areas infested by prickly-pear, would result in a 
cheaper cost of construction per mile than the route originally 
surveyed, 


In waking reference to the prickly-pear, it might be stated that 
the areas affected lie principally in the parishes of Coppymurrumbil 
and Mungle, 20 to 25 miles south of Boggabilla, and its eradication 
is hoped for by closer settlement following railway communication. 


The location of the line, as now submitted, opens up a very large- 
area of land at present unserved by any railway, and it is claimed 
that it will prove of greater value than the existing branch lines to 
Walgett, Collarenebri, or Mungindi, and from a traffic standpoint 
its earnings per mile will be appreciably higher. The terminus of 
the proposal at Boggabilla is 5 miles from Goondiwindi, an im- 
portant town in Queensland, through which there is a considerabl« 
movement of stock, and although good results are expected to 
acerue from agricultural development, the pastoral industry will ke 
considerably benefited by the linking up of Boggabilla and Queens- 
land territory with our North-Western system and the Dubbo. 
Werris Creek cross line. 
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Witnesses—T. B. Cooper, 29 November, and W. Hutchinson, 5 December, 1922. 


As there is every reason to believe that the proposed railway will 
prove advantageous to the State, its construction 1s recommended, 


The Common Seal of the Railway ) 
Commissioners for New South 
Wales was hereunto affixed 
the first day of November, 
One thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-two, in the 
presence of— 


_W. Jno. Morris, Secretary. 


JAMES FRASER. 
J. H. Cann, 


The line as originally suggested by the Lands Department was 
from Marambir on the Moree-Inverell line to Goondiwindi. The 
Railway Commissioners, however, upon being asked for a report on 
the matter, advised in the following terms :— 


‘‘The distance from Sydney to Goondiwindi, via Marambir, is 
4944 miles and, as will be seen, the proposed line would have to 
cross the Gwydir River, thus necessitating the construction. of an 


expensive bridge, while the already surveyed line from Moree 
follows the existing railway as far as Camurra and avoids the cross- 
ing of the river and flood channels necessary on the Marambir route. 
Also, the distance from Sydney, via Camurra, is 4824 miles, thus 
saving 12 miles compared with the Marambir route. 

‘‘As the two lines mentioned practically intersect the same 
country, the Commissioners are of opinion that should it be decided 
to give further consideration to the construction of a line to 
Goondiwindi, the Camurra route should be adopted.” 

The matter was considered by the Subcommittee of Cabinet 
on Land Development and Settlement (consisting of Hon. W. E, 
Wearne, M.L.A., Minister for Lands, Hon. R. T. Ball, M.L.A., 
Minister for Works, Hon. F, A. Chaffey, M.L.A., Minister for 
Agriculture, and Sir Joseph Carruthers, Vice-President of the 
Executive Council), and that body decided to accept the Railway 
Commissioners’ suggestion respecting the route from Camurra. By 
direction of the Minister the Commissioners were then asked for a 
Statutory Report on the proposal. This was furnished under date 
1/11/22 and is as quoted above. 


TUESDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present :— 
Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (CHammay), 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 


Franots Micuart Burke, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drumuonp, Esq. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing « Railway Extension from Camurra to Boggabilla, 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway construction, sworn and examined :— 
2. Chairman.| I understand that you have details of the estimated cost of constructing the proposed railway ?— 


Yes. 


They are as follow :—- 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS CONSTRUCTION BRANCH. 


MoREE TO BoGGABILLA RAILWAY (TRIAL SURVEY). 


SraTEMENT showing estimated cost of a single line of railway with 60-lb. rails, earth ballasted. Length of line 62 miles 44 chains 


44 links. Ruling grade 1 in 99 with load, 1 in 100 against load not compensated. Minimum curve 30 chains radius. Standard 
wage lds. 6d. per day. 
Description of Work. Estimated cost. Summary, pete 
Li gaeed: £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 
Farah WOrks 45 cccacsas scaneava acs terns duct Vsaasevan neqastsianas geumenrstsins uneeesuren. caneta aries taataae me aerate ee 21,306 14 6 | © cise core 340 
Timber and cattle stops and iron Openings  Noss.a:ssssnseesatccanedenneacseccameseaece eta aicete atest 16,885.15 0 || Gi. .ccarneeeenn 270 
Ferel-crossings, 86, %y.vesaccsenecacsse antes dugid uniexes thas ecleeoecoens cus enemsanes tanamebalicintaanandatc coemmeareet 10,8565 °O) | (cB aera 174 
Permanent way material (rails £12 per On) \...rccnccosaveqaseesnscsencarssagtnaeea sania see nseaenoneds Wexea 88,762 10 0 | sessecerseseeeees 1,420 
SH Ed FT HAE Gare aedosoobes conooiure tondl taan anSoso1 ion do; nacBuc  ioocauocdbesaedsondsacuea \deroaphc static cs Resection oer 5,203 0 0 |- litscesesecteemne 83 
£7 1s a: 
Piate-layingn((@) osank Val) eascue re eetanrepecetatatecadduenssiaceedeatRacniecce sucaemasanres 11,010 0 0 
Ballasting earth (@-80s. 1 Chain): crc. -cqiacssss ccsastienceseseccntussstsaeesdescharccutntes 18,800 0 0 
Ballasting stone (@ 10s. 1 cnbic yard).......0. ccssccsseencssserscesenccascensencesctascaesces 200 0 0 
Sheeniora (Gy Ja. Gach) \..2i.sysaacect axcesnacerenice ter sccctrahvessuxe evi ovnaesta canst socodtunanites 51,695 0 0 
a 81,705 0 0} ...\c.ceeeneneee 1,306 
Se 224,719 4 6 3,592 
Station works J... /ictiiesscyccencsesea sl seevessde vegaadesevecsncnanie tise ulease seneslacenene nectaidetts eines acacecanetttt tees iiteniea tate ays betes 36,024 0 0 576 
Station buildings :— £ Seared 
Passenger StauiOn Wiis. .c sees sine tet aecanadsenecect near tacnansnaueanneopecemema test secsenns 1,100 0 0 
Wraiting SROs  codecesaeuxs doves ene rameeheicia duce cu inne delaemioameeementasseWantanase scents 2,750 0 0 
Closetia™ sieves cay concn cu teens oncste stateuaeoonena natn ceceamueives sdtedddeninttensneveuvee access 930 0 0 
Plationinas 255 acc iggicadhiee cet ce eee eh Re Tae ee Te eee eer rca tre cer Lae 31945 1. 2 
Loading banks-i... dtsavcects .aasntanteaeten teeter enaeactae aun OR eae aot aan denen sre centecar Raviey! to oe. 
Goods Sheds 's../5sgu ve Sbistotengeoeas coe be ane ae a a ee ae nee 1,980 0 O 
Trucking Vardst s einvedeeiee: ascee ee odes te Oe eee 4,000 0 0 
ASD DIGS. vos. 705.0Minvcae Coan uaansioseeaoe pase an eselte WE Maar reece aetna eee ree 240 0 0 
WW gigh brid gre i cpisesiybec ve deren yous etlecwn adele hein cactaanep hie cees ieee ean eee 500 0 0 
Mingime-shod 0... ise -veadadtk einoasoar aie ece ani eomanaogdae cette eee eeeee ten oe 1,400 0 0 
Coal BERG iss senna cade<tnanvancaeidunens savaereaouveds Ma reckon ai ee 400 0 0 
SP REDERDLS «500058 nie vases see gna Uisiucbes per gu dees tantne Rede al thoon oeea eee eee 1,200 0 0 
Statlon-master’s residence, J2).c1. on scecce asc aee ek Reece ee 1,200 0 0O 
— |———_— 22,625 5 4 362 
WY AEEE, BEDPUISS «os cas sc cages yor con stasesvosiagvocthause-cheagzen tucseat oracles SUgneetnan EvoUret rh te Cie nee Cee nan ne 8,000 0 0 128 
MSIE DOREA Cn weananuacen cent cacsyanssteivasece.scateans We Bsrcave Haus ausacese aed areiedsyecdnadana axa tecadeemenedae cay faaal mnie Sareea een aee 250 0 0 4 
PGLOREA DE MBO oo piccsonsyringuccncscatveaqst. «ao vend cctaessssaagnersecsssennd carckirtet vdagassenveuntre L eiUtad/ cet eeret at tana eee 6,820 0 0 109 
TAGE IP MONG OF PARI W on cate casenacvoheysamedieneaneenusceargeavaganedsveataneceeeaend sek oneercedanie eat atte Ion ane aan 875 0 0 13 
SIPs gan vaa cas novian erg bo tden aengseagsycouavas wens tpoiae née acear casei dada iuwstcan geehie Soe Cocke US: oleh steal cya R ann me Ear ae 4,750 0 O ud 
£304,063 910] £4,861 
Engineering and contingencies, 18 per Cent. .....ccccceeee oe ce ceeee GUICONCCCENCANDESSCcoQsrennicetcadeoccuDooOnu| —Cooanboupnbsouned 54,7381 10 2 875 
£358,795 0 O{| £5,736 
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Average cost per mile, £5,736. 


3. Those estimates are in respect of the trial survey ?— 
Yes. All estimates submitted to Parliament for reference 
to the Public Works Committee are based on the trial 
survey, because the permanent survey is not made until the 
construction of the line has been authorised. 

4. Is the nature of the country along the proposed Jine 
such that the estimated cost based on a detailed survey 
would be likely to differ much from the trial survey 
estimate !—I do not think so. I would like to point out 
that in the description of the line submitted to the Com- 
mittee by the Under-Secretary for Public Works the 
length is set down as 67 miles. I have put it down as 62 
miles 44 chains. The explanation is that the estimate 
submitted by me is based on the trial survey of a line 62 
miles 44 chains in length. It was made recently, After 
the survey was made the Lands Departinent asked that 
the line should be deviated to the east to take in more 
Crown lands, and in the description submitted to the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works this 
deviated line is the one given, the approximate length 
being 67 miles ; but the estimate given is for the original 
trial survey, and, therefore, the cost of an additional length 
of 5 miles would have to be added to the estimate. 

5. In the statement submitted to the Committee by the 
Under-Secretary for Public Works, there is the following 
paragraph :— 

It should be mentioned that some twenty years ago a line was 

surveyed from Moree to Boggabilla, as shown in dotted black on 
the accompanying map, the aistance being 624 miles. 
Then a deviation to the east was recommended for certain 
reasons. Do you agree with those reasons that such 
a line would serve a larger area of Crown lands, that 
the cost of construction is likely to be less, and that the 
line would pass through more red soil country !—Dealing 
with the land question, I have seen the parish maps 
showing the deviation and the additional Crown lands 
that would be served by such a line, and there appear to 
be good reasons for such a deviation. The red soil is 
better than the black soil, and there would be some more 
red soil along such a line, but I do not think any of the 
red soil in that country is too good, It is all more or less 
a black soil. I doubt whether under present conditions 
there would be any saving in cost if such a line were 
constructed. 

6. You would have to add the cost of another 5 miles 
of railway on to your estimated cost?—Yes. The Com- 
missioners’ report is based on the estimate framed by me, 
at which time I did not know all] the facts of the case. 

7. How many sleepers would be required for the pro- 
posed railway ?—147,700 at 7s. each. 

8. I understand that the cost of sleepers has gone up 
since you last gave evidence before the Public Works 
Committee ?—At the present time they are a little cheaper 
than they were. 

9. Are there any hardwood forests in the vicinity of the 
proposed line from which sleepers could be obtained ?—We 
should get as many as we could frcm the Pilliga Scrub, 

but I think we should have to train a large number from 
the North Coast. We are getting a few in small quantities 
at Narrabri West to-day. 

10, It is a fact that experiments are now being made in 
this State with concrete sleepers!—Yes, they have been 
experimented with for a long time. 

11. Are they being experimented with on a mile or so of 
railway on the North Shore line or the northern line ?— 
Not to my knowledge. 

12. What has been your experience of them /—With the 
splendid timber we have in this country for sleepers I do 
not believe in using concrete sleepers. They have been 
used in various countries with partial success, but in those 
countries there is not the hardwood timber that we have. 
I think we have sufficient suitable timber to provide us 
with sleepers. 

13. How will you get your water supply for the proposed 
railway ’—If the holding ground is good we would sink a 
big tank at an intermediate place, and at the terminus we 
should have to get water from the river. 
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Witness—W. Hutchinson, 5 December, 1922, 


14, Do you regard the average cost per mile of £5,736 
as comparatively cheap ’—It is about the same as lines con- 
structed to-day in similar class of country. The cheapest 
line we are building to-day is that from Griffith to Hillston, 
which is costing £4,600 per mile. 

15. Are there any engineering difficulties to contend 
with on the proposed line?—No. There would be water 
from the overflow from the creeks to contend with. The 
line from Barmedman to Rankin Springs is costing about 
what this line will cost. A 

16. Mr. Travers.| I notice that you estimate the cost of 
62 miles of line the same as that stated by the Under- 
Secretary for Public Works for 67 miles of line. I under- 
stood you to say that the estimate for the 67 miles of rail- 
way construction is based on the trial survey for 62 miles 
of railway 1—If the suggested deviation were decided upon 
the estimated cost of £358,795 would not cover the cost of 
the line. 

17. Should we have to add to the £358,795 a sum to 
cover the five extra additional miles of railway at, say, 
£5,355 per mile /—Yes. 

18. That is to say the estimate before the Committee 
would have to be increased by £28,000%—Yes. My 
estimate is based on a forty-four hours week work. If 
forty-eight hours comes in, then the estimate would go 
down at once by 9 per cent. But as forty-four hours is 
not in existence to-day, I have not assumed, as regards the 
estimate, that there will be any change. 

19. If the deviation were carried out, £28,000 would 
have to be added to the estimated cost of the line ?—Yes. 

20. I notice that rails are estimated to cost £12 a ton. 
They seem to be cheaper !—Yes, they are. They were up 
as high ay £18, and they have come down. 

21. Where are you getting rails /—The only contract we 
have to-day is with Hoskins Ltd., for 10,000 tons of 60-Ib. 
rails and 10,000 tons of 80-Ib. rails. We have no contract 
with the Broken Hill Proprietary Company. 

92. Have you made a comparison between the cost of 
imported rails and that of local rails?]—Yes. I do not 
think imported rails would be as cheap. I think £12 a 
ton is a reasonable price. 

23. Is it intended to use only locally manufactured 
rails ?—I would not say that. I should say it is a matter 
of policy. I think we can get Australian rails made as 
cheaply as imported rails. 

24. Mr. Drummond.) Since there is an estimated loss 
of £9,000 on the line, can you tell the Committee whether 
that is based on present development of the country, or 
whether it allows for possible expansion as the result of 
the construction of the railway 1—The chief traffic manager 
would give you that information. 

25. I see that the minimum curve on the line is 30 
chains radius. Is that synonymous with the cheapest 
curve ?—Yes. 

26. The former report gives the minimum curve as 15 
chains radius !—Yes, but in country like tnis there is no 
object in having 15 chain curves, unless, perhaps, it were 
to turn out from the station. The country is practically 
level, and we can get 30 chain curves, 

27. The question has been raised as to whether the farm- 
ing area of Pallamallawa would be served by the proposed 
line. It has been suggested that a line should be con- 


_strueted off the north-western line to connect with the 


existing survey. The proposed railway would not serve 
the Pallamallawa district ?—It would serve portion of it, 
but it would not, of course, serve it to the extent that the 
other line would. But to build the other line you would 
have to cross the river and construct an expensive bridge. 
28. Would not the proposed line be 25 miles from 
Pallamallawa 7—No, about 16 milés from the nearest point 
of Pallamallawa. The reason the take-off is where it is is 
because it is thought that the line would serve the country 
better, and it saves the cost of building an expensive 
bridge over the river. We take off on the other side of the 


existing bridge. 
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Witnesses—W. Hutchinson, 5 December, and C. A. Hodgson, 12 December, 1922. 


29. Mr. Frank Burke.| I see that station works are 
estimated to cost £36,024 ; what do they comprise /—We 
propose to build seven intermediate stations, and a ter- 
minal station at Boggabilla, The station works include the 
making up of the yards, and a certain amount of earth- 
works, There will be ballasting, and points, crossings, and 
sidings. 

30. The telegraph line is estimated to cost £6,829, or 
£109 per mile; is that the usual cost ?—Yes, on our tele- 
g ap lines; we put up two copper wires and the ordinary 
wire It is expensive, but it has to be done. The signal 
cngiiecer is the officer who generally says what is required 
in chat direction. The cost might be anything from £85 
to £110 per mile. It depends largely on where we have 
to get our posts. 

31. Can you get them along the route of the railway 1— 
No. Weshould get all we could from Pilliga. Pine poles 


would do. The wire would come from Sydney. The cost 
of sinking pole holes is considerable. It adds to the total 
cost, but there would be no difliculty about that in the 
country through which the line would pass. 


32. Mr. Travers.| Apparently a better class of country 
lies to the east of the proposed railway ?!--Yes. 


33. If the desire is to serve the best country, would it 
not be better if the line started at some point about 
Pallamallawa or at Gravesend!—To go to Gravesend 
would be a big departure. You then probably would not 
get into as good country. Pallamallawa would probably 
be a good point to start at if no extra cost were involved, 
but it involves very considerable expenditure. 

34. Pallamallawa is served by the existing line ?—Yes. 

35. I understand the desire is to save the cost of a 
bridge and to reduce the mileage, to some extent !— Yes, 


TUESDAY, 12 DECEMBER, 1922. 
resent: — 
Tuer Hoy. W. T. DICK (Crartran), 


The Hon. Joun TRAvers. 


; ‘The Hon. Ropert Mationy. 


Franeois Micuart Bourke, Esa. 
WinuraAM Oameron, Esa. 


Davin Henry Drustmonp, Ese. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a Railway Extension from 
Camurra to Boggabilla. 


Charles Austen Hodgson, Chief Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn, and examined :— 


36. Chairman.| You have a statement to place before 
the Committee with respect to this proposal ?—Yes, it 
reads ; 


Proposed Rattway FRoM CAMURRA TO BocGABitia, 67 MILES, 


The following is a copy of my report to the Commissioners, dated 
3lst October, 1922 :— 


The proposal to construct a railway from Camurra to Boggabilla 
emanates from the Minister for Lands and is regarded as a Depart- 
mental expediency, the object being to serve about 258,000 acres of 
Crown land now mainly held under lease, and in addition 1,076,000 
acres of alienated land held in large holdings, all of which is at present 
devoted to grazing purposes. The Lands Department view this 
matter in a very important light as regards increasing the settle- 
ment under the policy now being investigated by the Government 
in connection with immigration proposals, and stress is laid on the 
fact that the value of the Crown land will be enhanced by the con- 
struction of the railway. 


Inquiries show that the district concerned possesses an excellent 


rainfall of 26 inches average, and that the soil and climatic con- 
ditions are favourable for inducing closer settlement. The District 
Surveyor of Moree, who was deputed by the Minister to deal with 
the lands question, has been in frequent consultation with my 
officer, and from an analysis of the detailed information compiled as 
to the location and classification of lands, it is estimated that the 
p-oposed line will serve at least 300,000 acres of good agricultural 
land within. a 15-mile radius, and it is considered that the Crown 
land alone will provide for the settlement of atout 200 families. 
his is apart from private subdivisions which are expected to take 
piace, 

It should be mentioned that some twenty ycars ago a line was 
surveyed from Moree to Boggabilla as shown in dotted black on the 
accompanying map, the distance being 623 miles, but in connection 
with the present inquiry it was found that this route was practically 
through black soil country and would not effectively serve the 
Crown land or agricultural areas to be settled upon. A suggestion 
is therefore made to deviate the route in an easterly direction as 
shown in red, and while this makes the distance 5 miles longer 
than the original survey, the additional advantage of having a large 
percentage of red soil country to traverse, and the avoidance of 
areas infested by prickly-pear, will, I am informed, result in a 
cheaper cost of construction per mile than the route originally 
surveyed. 

In making reference to the prickly-pear, it might be stated that 
the areas affected lie principally in the parishes of Coppymurrumbil 
and Mungle, 20 to 25 miles south of Boggabilla, and its eradication 
is hoped for by closer settlement following railway communication, 

The location of the line, as now submitted, opens up a very large 
area of land at present unserved by any railway, and it is claimed 
that it will prove of greater value than the existing branch lines to 
Walgett, Collarenebri, or Mungindi, and from a traffic standpoint 
its eirnings per mile will be appreciably higher. The terminus of 
the proposal at Boggabilla is 5 miles from Goondiwindi, an 


important town in Queensland through which there is a considerable 
movement of stock, and although good results are expected to 
accrue from agricultural development, the pastoral industry will be 
considerably benefited by the linking up of Boggabilla and Queens- 
land territory with our north-western system and the Dubbo- 
Werris Creek cross line. 


The financial position of the proposal is submitted below :— 


s 
Estimated cost of construction ... 309,000 
Interest at 54 per cent on above £19,745 © 


Working expenses ... tee £17,255 
Bee a hl 
Estimated revenue .. ¥a ar #5 ... _ 28,000 
Difference ... £9,000 


As there is every reason to believe that the proposed line will 
prove advantageous to the State, I recommend its construction. 

37. Do you anticipate getting any traffic from Queens- 
land for Sydney over the proposed line ?—I think there is 
a likelihood of a considerable traffic in livestock towards 
Sydney. ; 

38. In addition to any traffic in livestock in the way of 
sending sheep in time of drought to better-favoured dis- 
districts in Queensland ?—Yes, I am speaking of the 
marketing of stock. 

39. Do you regard the proposed line as being valuable 
from the point of view of shifting starving stock in time of 
drought !—It would not be of much value to this State in 
that way, but it might be valuable to Queensland. 

40, Have you made an allowance for any traffic of that 
kind in your estimate of earnings ?—No ; as a matter of 
fact, there would be no allowance to make. Probably it 
would work out at a loss. 

41, In the proposal as first submitted, it was set out 
that the Lands Department regarded this line as expedient 
from the closer settlement point of view, and you say that 
you believe that the proposed line, if constructed, would 
prove advantageous to the State, and that you recommend 
its construction ’—Yes; that is the report I made to the 
Chief Railway Commissioner. The prospects of this line 
are undoubtedly favourable. 

42. May we take it that you agree with the Lands 
Department that this line offers opportunities for closer 
settlement of a permanent character !—I absolutely agree 
with that view, but unfortunately in a number of cases I 
have appeared before this Committee, and given similar 
evidence with regard to proposed railways, but the results . 
have not panned out as anticipated, When I was before 


the Committee some little time ago, I gave some evidence 
which showed that the development which should have 
taken place following on the construction of developmental 
lines had not eventuated, and, unfortunately, that is con- 
tinuing. 

43. What led you to the conclusion. that the proposed 
line, if constructed, wovld prove of greater value than the 
exis‘ing branch lines to Walgett, Collarenbri, and Mun- 
gindini !— Because the land along the route of this line is 
more suitable for agriculture, 

44, And the rainfall is better?—Yes, This line presents 
more possibilities than either of the three lines mentioned, 
buat, of course, it will not produce revenue unless producers 
settle on the land. : 

45. Have you had any personal experience of the areas 
infested with prickly-pear along the route of this line?—I 
have not been over the route of this line, but I have seen 
very large areas of prickly-pear in that district. 

46. [notice that the estimated revenue from the proposed 
line is £28,000, and the working expenses £17,255 ;—is not 
that a more favourable financial prospect than is usually 
placed before the Committee with respect to other lines 
traversing similar country ?—Yes. 

47. In view of the fact that there is a considerable 
difference between the estimated revenue and the working 
expenses, exclusive of interest, you regard this line as 
offering a very decent prospect of becoming a paying line if 
we get the settlement which is anticipated !—I do not think 
there is the slightest doubt about that. 

48. Mr, T'ravers.| In making up the estimated revenue 
of £28,000, what area of country have you taken on either 
side of the proposed area !—We generally take 10 miles on 
either side. 

49. What is the basis of your estimate ?—The estimate 
is based partly on the earnings of the Mungindi line, which 
is a somewhat similar line. The Mungindi line gets a 
certain amount of stock traffic from Queensland, but it 
traverses country which is almost entirely pastoral. With 
regard to the proposed railway from Camurra to Bogga- 
billa, we hope with closer settlement to get better returns 
than are obtained from the Mungindi line. That was the 
basis on which we went. 

50. Did you allow for much wheat traffic ?—We allowed 
for what we believed would take place. Of course, if the 
district becomes closely settled I am not going to say for a 
moment that our revenue will be merely £28,000 a year. 
I have to look at the prospects of the line and treat it 
similarly to other lines of which I have had experience. 
Tf all the rosy pictures painted with regard to this proposal 
turn out to be true, instead of £28,000 the probability is 

_that the revenue will be over £50,000, but I am not 
reckoning on that. I cannot reckon on that, because 
experience has taught me that it is no good. 3 

51. Mile for mile have you based the estimated revenue 
from the proposed line upon the revenue returned from the 
existing line from Mungindi !— Yes. 

52. Under the most favourable circumstances you would 
not expect a revenue of £28,000 for some years to come?— 
I do not think it will be long before we ect it. 

53, Is the Mungindi line paying now ?—I am not quite 
sure, because I have not got the figures with me. ‘They are 
shown in the Commissioners’ report. Speaking from 
memory, I do not think that the Mungindi line quite pays. 

54, You look upon Boggabilla as the most suitable point 
for the terminus of this line ?—Yes, unless you take it 
right on to Goondiwindi which is, of course, a Queensland 
matter, 

55. I did not mean that, I was suggesting that perhaps 
it might be advisable to terminate the line at some other 
point—say at Bengalla. Have you been to Bengalla }— 
No. 

56. It is estimated that the proposed line will serve 
300,000 acres of good agricultural land within a radius of 
15 miles, and it is considered that the Crown lands alone 
will provide for the settlement of about 200 families, 
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Three hundred thousand acres of land divided up between 
200 families would give each family roughly about 1,500 
acres. Do you not look upon that area as being rather 
large for each farm there ?—I would not call it large. 

57. Do you think that that is the minimum area a 
farmer would require to make a decent living in that dis- 
trict ?—I should think so. 

58. Do you know whether at the present time any stock 
finds its way from Queensland down to Camurra /—At 
times there is a cousiderable movement of stock. A good 
deal of stock entrains at Mungindi, but all the stock is not 
entrained there ; some of it is driven to Camurra. 

59. If the proposed line were constructed it would be of 
great value to stock owners in connection with the move- 
ment of stock either way !— Undoubtedly. 

60, Mr. Drummond.| When you were making up your 
estimate of revenue did you merely take into consideration 
the quantity of wool, wheat, or other products now pro- 
duced in the area to be served by the proposed line or did 
you contemplate a certain amount of development !—We 
contemplated a certain amount of development owing to 
the building of the railway. 

61. So that £9,000 is really based on estimated develop- 
ment ?—I would not call it estimated development so much 
as a cheapening of the means of transport. Cheapening 
the means of transport will lead to more business, but it 
does not necessarily mean that I am basing my estimate on 
the assumption that we are going to get these other 200 
families to settle in the district. 

62. You would have to have fairly extensive develop- 
ment to make the line pay ?—We have to make up another 
£9,000 a year, 

63. The existing line from Werris Creek to Moree does 
not pay very handsomely ?—No, 

64. Would the extra production which it is anticipated 
that the construction of the proposed railway from Camurra 
to Boggabilla bring about help to make the Werris Creek- 
Moree line pay better ?—Undoubtedly. Of course all new 
lines that create new traffic have that effect. 

65. Why is the proposed line taken off at Camurra 
instead of Binaguy, which would take it in almost a straight 
line through Pallamellowa ?—It is very much better for us 
to take off at Camurra, because we want to get away from 
the influence of the existing line as quickly as possible, 
Otherwise, we would be carrying a dead horse, 

66. If youtook off at Binaguy you would be taking off at 
right angles from the existing line?—I think the red line 
marked on the map runs at fairly right angles to either of 
the existing lines. 

67. There is a fair amount of settlement already in the 
district to be served by the proposed railway ?!—Yes, and 
the people who are settled there will be brought much 
nearer their market if this line is built. 

68. Mr. Cameron.| How would this line compare with 
the Mungindi line so far as the carriage of stock from 
Queensland is concerned?—I think it would be equally 
suitable, 

69. The construction of this line would not in any way 
lessen the traffic on the Mungindi line ?—I do not think so, 

70. You said that 1,500 acres was a living area in the 
country to be served by the proposed railway. As a matter 
of fact, would not that area be considered altogether too 
small ?—It depends on what part of the district you are 
speaking about. 

71. On the flat country 1,500 acres would not be enough ! 
—That is a matter on which I could hardly express a 
definite opinion. 

72. Would those 300,000 acres be fairly typical of the 
average land in the district to be served by this railway !— 
I do not think my report quite said that. 

73. Is much wheat grown beyond Pallamellowa t_No, 
and much will not be grown until the line is built. There 
is a limit beyond which it does not pay to grow wheat, 
because the haulage is too expensive, although the land 
might be quite suitable. 
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74. The idea is to connect up with Goondiwindi to a 
certain extent in order to take advantage of the railway on 
the Queensland side of the border?—Yes. This line will 
give the people in the Goondiwindi district a choice of two 
Inarkets, They can either send their stuff to Brisbane or 
Sydney just as they please. 


75. At the present time a lot of New South Wales pro- 
duce goes to Brisbane because there are no railway facilities 
to get it to Sydney !—That is so. 

76. Chairman.) If the proposed line were built would 
general merchandise be procured from Brisbane or from 
Sydney ?—We anticipate that it would be procured from 
Sydney. 


FRIDAY, 5 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crairman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 


Francis Micttart Burke, Esq, 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 


Davip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a Railway Extension from 
Camurra to Boggabilla. 


Alfred Paton, Acting Chief Draftsman, Department of 
Lands, sworn and examined :— 


77. Chairman.] You have prepared a statement to sub- 
mit to the Committee’—Yes. It is as follows:— 
PROPOSED RAILWAY, CAMURRA TO BOGGABILLA. 


. acres about. 
Alienated lands (tinted blue), including conditional purchases, conditional 


leases, honiestead selections, and homestead farms........-. ee eee - 426,100 
Reserved lands (about), 71,800 acres— 
*A bout 26,6) acres not held under any tenure (tintel green) ...... 26,600 
», 45,200 acres held under leases (edged green). 
About 71,800 acres. 
Leased lands (hatched blue)— ; (about) 
Settlement leases (incl. about °%,700 ac, Reserves) 197,700 acres) 
Special 29 ( ” 2,400 ” } 2,400 ” 
Crown a“ |S as 1,700 as } 49,100 .,, 
Improvem'nt ,, ( nf 17,100 Fe }  IS¢,200 °° Ot 
Scrub y ( re 7,090 rf % O00" 394,700 
18th-Section ,, ( ae 3,500 % ) 3,500 ,, | 
(about 35,400 »» ) about 394,700 ,, } 
Crown lands (tinted brown)— 
Held under occupation \ 
license, (including about 9,89) Fe y} E600 |... i 
T * 5 
Untenanted seer 0 48 An) Shien i) oh. 50,100 
(about 45,20" ) about 50,100 ,, | 
oe ) 
POts SEER cace soddetdacs soqeees (about) 897,500 
ean ER 


* It is probable that part of these reserved and untenanted Crown lands may 
be held under annual leases, particulars of which are not available at head office, 


LIMITS OF AFFECTED AREA, 


The limits of the area which would be influenced by the 
construction of the proposed railway, Camurra to Bogga- 
billa, have been restricted, according to instructions, to 12 
miles from each side of the proposed line, and are shown on 
the map produced by a firm red band. On account of the 
existing railways, Moree to Mungindi and Moree to In- 
verell, the limits in question, on the southern and part of 
the western side of the affected area, are indicated on map 
about midway between these existing railways and the one 
proposed. fF 

The 12-mile zone is shown on the eastern and the western 
side of the proposed line. Extension beyond the other limits 
indicated, to cover that zone on each side of the proposed 
railway, would embrace land within the sphere of the exist- 
ing railway lines indicated. 


~ Concerning the lands within the limits shown, the follow- 
ing particulars are afforded :— 


UNTENANTED CROWN LANDS. 


The untenanted Crown lands amount to about 31,500 
acres; part- of which, about 8,952 acres, was set apart, 
under the provisions of the Crown Lands Consolidation 
Act, 1918, between July, 1908, and September, 1922, for the 
following forms of tenure:—About 3,740 acres in parish of 
Boonanga and 2,320 acres in parish of Mungle for Crown 
leases; about 32 acres in parish of Mayne, about 1,660 acres 
in parish of Boggabilla, and about 1,200 acres in parish of 
Tantarana, all in county of Stapylton, for additional holdings. 
The capital value of these lands, exclusive of those set apart 
for Crown leases, are 30s.. Is. Sd., and 33s. 4d. per acre 
respectively. Out of the total area of Crown lands available 
for settlement within the limits referred to, about 3,740 


acres have been lately applied for as Crown leases. No 
confirmation of the application has yet been reported at head 
office. 
Country.—Gently undulating and level; the part near 
the Macintyre River is subject to inundation. 
Soil—Red brown and chocolate, loamy, basaltie light 
soil on parts, clayey subsoil; rough to good grazing 
land for sheep or cattle; partly good wheat land 
when improved. 


Timber,—Brigalow, belar, box, budtha, ironbark, pine, 
Wilga, myall, ironwood, coolabar, rosewood, and 
sandalwood. 


The total area influenced by the proposed railway amounts 
to about 897,500 acres; of this area about 426,000* acres is 
heavily infested with prickly-pear. The approximate posi- 
tion of its limits is indicated by firm white bands. 


There are no forest reserves within the affected area. 


* NOTE ON REVISION.—Recent inspections disclose that about 761,700 acres are 
infested with prickly pear; five parts of which are heavily infested, aggregating 
107,346 acres, 


IMPROVEMENT LEASES. 


There are twenty-one improvement leases and part of five 
others, with an aggregate area of about 131,300 acres, part 
of which, about 17,100 acres, is covered by reserves. 


Terms.—One of these leases has a term of twenty-one 
years, and twenty-five have each twenty-eight years 
tenure. Fourteen of these leases have each about 
two years to run; five have each about four years; 
one has about five years; one about ten years; one 
about fourteen years; two have each about fifteen 
years; one has about eighteen years; and one has 
about twenty-four and a half more years to run. 


Rentals.—The rents range from -10d. per acre (1.L, 738, 
parish of Boyanga, county of Burnett) to 2d. per 
acre (1.L. 1,867, parish of Cook, county of Stapyl- 
ton). 


ScruB LEASES. 


There are five scrub leases, one of which is only partly 
within the affected area, having a total acreage of about 
10,700 acres; of this area, about 7,000 acres is covered by 
reserves, 


Term.—All these leases have a tenure of twenty-one 
years; one has about one and a quarter year to 
run; one about nine years; one about ten and a 
half years; and two have each about nineteen years 
to run. 


Rentais.—The rents range from :438d. per acre (Se... 
319, parish of Holmes, country of Stapylton) to 
4.36d. per acre (ScLs. 390 and 391, parish of 
Currumbah, also in county of Stapylton). 

18TH-SECTION LEASES. 


There are two 18-section leases with a combined area of 
about 3,500 acres, wholly covered by reserves. 


Term.—One lease (18-section L. 110, parish of Merriwa, 
county of Stapylton) has a tenure of twenty-one 
years and about five years to run, and the other 
(18-section I. 116, parish of Tantarana, also in 
county of Stapylton) has tenure of twenty-eight 
years and about twelve years more to run, 


Rentals.—The rent of both these leases is 2d. per acre. 
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PoWER OF WITHDRAWAL BY THE CROWN FOR PURPOSES On 
SETTLEMENT. 


Of the twenty-six improvement leases abovementioned, 
the Crown, under the conditions embodied therein, has power 
of withdrawal for purposes of settlement without coi- 
pensation, except for lessee’s interest in improvements on 
the land so withdrawn in respect of six leases only, as 
follows :— 

In one lease (1.L. 1,913) the Crown has power to with- 
draw the whole or any part or parts thereof in the event 
of railway or tramway being constructed within 15 miles 
of any part of the land leased. 

In another lease (1.L. 1,867) the Crown has power to 
withdraw the whole or any part or parts of the land leased 
comprised within the reserve covering the lease in the 
event of the whole or any part or parts of such reservation 
being revoked. 

In three leases (I.Ls. 1,740, 1,804, and 1,806) the Crown 
has power to withdraw the whole or any part of the lease 
in the event of railway being constructed within 10 miles of 
any part of the land leased. 

In one lease (1.L. 1,957) the Crown has power to with- 
draw the whole or any part or parts of the lease in the event 
of railway being constructed within 15 miles of the leased 
land. 

In one lease (I.L. 448) the Crown has power to withdraw 
one-half of the lease after Sth January, 1909. Conditions 
are silent regarding payment of compensation for improve 
ments. 

In the remaining nineteen leases, under the conditions 
attached thereto, the Crown has no’ specific power of with- 
drawal for purposes of settlement, but has a general power 
under the Closer Settlement Acts to acquire with compensa- 
tion for closer settlement any land comprised in any im- 
provement lease. 

In the five scrub leases referred to above, the Crown, 
under the conditions governing them, has power to with- 
draw for purposes of settlement without compensation, ex- 
cept for lessee’s interest in improvements on land so with- 
drawn, in respect of four leases, as follows :— 

In two leases (Se. leases 319 and 346) the Crown has 
power to withdraw the whole or any part or parts of these 
leases in the event of railway being constructed within 15 
miles of any part of the land leased. 

In two leases (Se. leases 380 and 391) the Crown has 
power to withdraw the whole or any part or parts of such 
leases in the event of railway or tramway being constructed 
within. 15 miles of any part of the land leased; and also 
after the expiration of ten years from commencement of 
lease, t.e., after 14th January, 1931. 


In the remaining lease (Scrub lease 163) the Crown has 
no specific power of withdrawal for purpose of settlement, 
but, as in improvement leases, has a general power under 
the Closer Settlement Acts to acquire with compensation for 
closer settlement any land comprised in any scrub lease. 


Under the conditions to which the two 18-section leases 
quoted avove are subject, the Crown has power to withdraw- 
for purposes of settlement the whole or any part or parts 
of these leases after ten years from their. commencement,: 
i.e., 18-section lease 110 after 16th December, 1916, and 1S- 
section lease 116 after 22nd February, 1917. 


It may be pointed out that, apart altogether from what- 
ever specific conditions regarding withdrawals for purposes 
of settlement may be embodied in the instruments covering” 
the improvement, scrub, and 18-section leases herein, the 
Crown has also a general power under the Closer Settlement 
(Amendment) Act, 1912, as amended by the Closer Settle- 
ment (Amendment) Act, 1914, to acquire for closer settle 
ment any land comprised in any improvement, scrub, or 
18th-section lease wherever situated, on payment of such 
compensation as may be agreed upon or determihed in ac-- 
cordance with the provisions of section 4 of the first-men- 
tioned Act; or under the amending Act of 1916 may pur- 
chase by agreement with the lessee. 


Mention may be made that under the provisions of the 
Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1918, the holder of any 
improvement or scrub lease may, at any time during the 
last year of the lease, apply for the portion of the leasehold, . 
if then unreserved, which contains the lessee’s dwelling- 
house, not exceeding a home-maintenance area, as home- 
stead selection, provided that the area be improved with- 
permanent, fixed, and substantial improvements, including 
dwelling-house, to the value of £1 per acre, but not neces— 
sarily exceeding £640 in all. 


It may be also pointed out that within the limits of the. 
area which will be influenced by the construction of the. 
line under review, in addition to the 31,500 acres of un- 
tenanted Crown lands referred to above, there are about 
26,600 acres of reserves not held under any tenure, other 
than annual tenure, about 18,600 acres of other Crown 
lands held under occupation license, and about 145,500. 
acres held under inconvertible leases, making a grand total 
of about 222,200 acres of unalienated Crown lands, 


RAINFALL, 


The average annual rainfall on the affected area varies 
from about 244 inches at Camurra to about 24 inches at 
Boggabilla. paen ee 


MONDAY, 8 JANUARY, 1923. 
|The Committee met at the office of the District Surveyor, Moree. | 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHairmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvErs. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis Micnarn Burke, Esa, i 


WinuiAM Cameron, Ese. 
Brian James Dog, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Camurra, to 


Boggabilla. 


Archibald Charles McDonald Lockhart, District Surveyor, 


Moree, sworn and examined :— 


78. Chairman.| Will you describe generally the nature 
of the land between Camurra and Boggabilla?—For 10 or 
12 miles out, according to the route adopted, there is black 
soil in parts, but there are no heavy engineering diffi- 
culties until Tareelari boundary is reached. That would 
be 10 or 12 miles along the proposed line. There are two 
creeks to be crossed, and I think on survey it would be 
found that the railway would have to follow the back- 
bone between these creeks. At the Tareelari boundary you 
strike chocolate and red soil country for approximately 30 
miles. 

79. Mr. Doe.| Would there be 30 miles of chocolate and 
red soil country’—Yes, until you reach the vicinity of 
Croppa Creek, then you have an intrusion for 6 or 8 
miles of black soil, which, however, is not heavy. It is 
more a chocolate than black soil. You are then getting | 
out of the black soil. You then enter red soil country 


». 


again for another 20 miles, and you have alernately red 
and black soil as far as Boggabilla. The survey made 
twenty years ago went through black soil except for 7 or 8 
miles at the Boggabilla end. That is the western survey. 


80. Chairman.| What is the advantage in swinging the 
line further east than is shown on the map ?—The further” 
east you swing the line the better the wheat land touched. ° 
The line as shown on our map at the present time is not 
swung far enough east to fully benefit the wheat lands. 
It would be better if the line went a little further east. 

81. Will you give the Committee a general description” 
of the wheat land which the line would serve, either in 
the position shown on the map, or swung further east ?— 
Most of the country in the parishes of Mobbindry, Stapyl- 
ton, Booraba, and parts of Cook, Mungle, and Holmes 
ig excellent wheat land. At North Star the hotel pro- 
prietor took off 1,200 bags of wheat last year. He lost 
3,600 bags by storm. He carted wheat to Goondiwindi,” 
32 miles. It paid him fairly well, as he used his own 


276 


Witness—A. C. McD. Lockhart, 8 January, 1923. 


teams. I do not know the exact area he had under cul- 
tivation, but his coil is indicative of nearly 100,000 acres 
in that district. 

82. Roughly, what percentage of land for 12 miles on 
each side of the proposed line is suitable for agriculture, 
including crops besides wheat ?—Within a 12 miles radius 
of each side of the line there are probably 900,000 acres of 
alienated and Crown lands, and of that area I should say 
fully 400,000 acres, which is rather a conservative esti- 
mate, are good agricultural lands. 

83. If the line were swung further east- would it serve 
a larger area of agricultural land?’—yYes, a line a few 
miles further east than the proposed line would pass 
more nearly through the centre of better wheat lands. 
It would bring more good wheat land within the 15 miles 
radius than does the proposed line. Within § or 10 miles 
of the terminus at Boggabilla I am inclined to think i¢ 
would be found difficult to run the line straight, as it is 
against the rush of water. Ten miles from Boggabilla 
the line should be swung easterly to Whalan Creek, across 
in the vicinity of the bridge over that creek, and then 
west towards Boggabilla. It might be more advantageous 
to bring the line southerly from Whalan Bridge and link 
up with the proposed line about Gil Gil Creek. 

84. How far east would that deviation be of the pro- 
posed line at its widest point?—About 5 miles. 

85. Does such a line meet what you suggest?—It would 
pass through a larger extent of good wheat lands. Such 
a line can be considered on its own merits. One disad- 
vantage of the proposed line is that it passes through a 
large area of prickly-pear country, and although, in my 
opinion, the construction of railways and closer settle- 
ment is the only means of coping with the prickly-pear, 
our experience in the past has not been very successful in 
that direction. 

86. Two purposes would be served by swinging the line 
further east than is proposed, one being that such a line 
would serve a larger area of good agricultural country, 
and the other that a good deal of country on which pear 
is thick would be avoided?—Yes. I do not think the 
pear country would be taken up unless special legisla- 
tion were passed to make it easier. Settlers from Victoria 
are commencing to take up land around Pallamallawa. 
They are adopting up-to-date methods of crushing and 
ploughing the pear in. 

87. In your opinion, the suggestion you have made to 
the Committee is the best ?—Yes, I think it is a better one 
than the proposed line. 

88. Who proposed the line now before the Committee ’— 
I think I suggested it, but it was done somewhat hastily, 
when I made some proposals for closer settlement. The 
matter was not gone into closely at the time, and I have 
had a further opportunity of revising my notes. I have 
looked into the line more carefully. 

89. How far is Gil Gil Creek from Camurra by the line 
you suggest ?—About 20 miles. 

90. Regarding the prickly-pear in the district affected 
by the proposed line, Mr. Paton, Acting Chief Drafts- 
man of the Lands Department, has stated that practically 
all of the northern half of the area to be served by the 
railway is heavily infested with prickly-pear, and it is so 
marked on the map. Is that a fair description of the 
northern half of the country to be served?—No. It is 
not heavily infested. I do not think more than 15 to 20 
per esant. of the land affected by the proposed line is 
heavily infested with pear. I should say about 15 per 
eent., although it is difficult to estimate accurately what 
is the area infested within a 12 miles radius of the route. 
I believe that with closer settlement the pear could be 
got rid of altogether, and with pastoral settlement it can 
be kept down. 

91, In your opinion the presence of prickly-pear does 
not militate to any extent against the carrying on of 
agriculture along the route of the proposed railway, ex- 
cept, perhaps, in the heavily infested localities?—That is 


so. We had no pear worth talking about on the line from 
Inverell, but now there are thousands of acres along there. 
Since the construction of the railway the conditions there, 
from a pear standpoint, are not any better. 

92. Has that land been taken up for closer settlement? 
—Yes. One or two men have carved out homes on the 
poor land. When I came here twenty-five years ago all the 
pear within 12 or 13 miles of Moree could be cleared for 
£150, but now you could not clear it for £150,000, and it 
is still growing. There are 6,000,000 aeres of prickly- 
pear in New South Wales, and it is increasing at the rate 
of 250,000 acres a year. 

93. Is the pear increasing in this district more rapidly 
than in other -districts?~I think it is increasing to a 
rather greater extent, because we have so much heavily 
infested river frontages. Our own rivers and the Queens- 
land rivers bring down enormous bodies of pear during 
flood which is spread over the country. On one estate 
in this district pear washed down by the flood in 1921 
has cost more than £1,000 to clear. I received a letter 
from the Pastures Protection Board at Walgett, asking 
whether we could assist them in clearing the pear washed 
down by the flood, but under present legislation we have 
no means of helping the settler to get rid of the pear. We 
can spend money in clearing pear on Crown land, but as 
soon as the lard is taken up our expenditure ceases. That 
is quite farcical. We cannot go on to alienated land, clear 
the pear, and charge for it. The only thing is to forfeit 
the land, which is such an extreme measure that it is not 
resorted to. 

94. Would the line before the Committee be of advan- 
tage to the Pallamallawa settlers?—Yes. I believe that — 
an area of good land north of Pallamallawa would be 
cultivated if the railway went near it. At present those 
settlers have to come to Pallamallawa, cross the river, 
and go 8 miles to Binnaguy railway station. 

95. What is your opinion of the suggestion that the 
line should take off further east on the Inverell line?—My 
suggestion was that it start from Marambir, on the Itivere!l 
line. It would necessitate another bridge, and it would 
certainly mean for all time a little more hauling, but it 
would pass through good country all the way, and it would 
serve wheat land right from the jump. The proposed 
route means the construction of 10 or 12 miles of fairly 
high and strong embankment from Camurra, as it passes 
through rather low-lying and black soil country. 

96. Is there any timber within reach of the proposed 
line suitable for railway sleepers?’—There is none at the 
southern end, but east of Boggabilla in New South Wales, 
on the Dumaresq River, there is some very fine ironbark 
and eyprus pine. The ironbark would be suitable for rail- 
way sleepers, girders, and bridge work. That timber would 
be suitable for general purposes in the north-west. It is 
not so far away, that haulage by team is out of the ques- 
tion. Government ironbark could be obtained at tho 
northern end of the line. 

97. Is it a State forest ?—To a large extent it is. There 
are a number of thousand acres. The Goondiwindi bridge 
is constructed of ironbark from that district. 

98. Mr. Travers.| In suggesting that the line should 
start from Marambir, had you in mind that the terminus 
should be at Boggabilla?—I suggest a junction with the 
Queensland line at Goondiwindi, which is the terminus of 
the Queensland railway from Warwick and Brisbane. 

99. Would it be advantageous to construct the railway 
10 or 12 miles east of Boggabilla?—No, I do no think so. 
It would be better to run to the border through Bogga- 
billa. 

100. A railway to Boggabilla would afford connection 
with the Queensland railway system ?—Yes, which would 
enable stock to be more easily shifted in dry times. 

101. Would a line 5 miles east of the proposed line 
springing 20 miles from Camurra cut into Crown land ?— 
Yes, and it would serve better country, 


102. I suppose the further east the better the rainfall? 
—Yes. From Moree every 10 miles east we have another 
inch of rainfall until Warialda is reached. Moree has 
23.56 inches and Warialda 28 inches. Bingara, 60 miles 
east, has a 30-inch rainfall. 

103. I understand that within a 12 miles radius of the 
line there are 900,000 acres of land, of which about 400,000 
acres is good agricultural land. Would a proportion of 
that 400,000 acres be on the eastern side of the route ?— 
Approximately two-thirds would be on the east side and 
one-third on the west. 

104, What is a living area in that country ?—As a graz- 
ing proposition I eut the area into 4,000-acre blocks, be- 
cause there is no easy communication. It is not because 
the country is not good. I believe that if the railway 
were reasonably close to that land landholders with 4,000 
acres would be glad to subdivide and sell 2,000 acres, and 
take in a share-farmer on 1,000 acres. Those blocks, 
with 25 per cent. improvements, are now selling at about 
12s. 6d. per acre. 

105. Chairman.] Settlement lease?—Settlement lease 
and a few Crown leases. Men who have held that land 
for a few years can add a couple of thousand pounds to 
its value. 

106. Mr. Travers.] What would be a fair living area 
in that district with the railway—take the 4,000-acre 
blocks?—I am not in favour of making the areas too 
small. JI would eut the blocks into 1,200 to 1,500 acres. 
The Closer Settlement Board would probably cut them 
down more. 

107. Have you in mind the whole 900,000 acres within 
the influence of the proposed line?—Yes, the whole area. 

108. You have in mind mixed farming ?—Yes, not 
purely agriculture. We get droughts in this district, and 
you do not want the blocks too small. 

109. Has an estimate been made of the cost of clearing 
prickly-pear land under the latest methods?—No, I do 
not think so. I have cleared 700 acres in one lump, and 
I know what it costs the Crown to do it. Seven hundred 
acres which we cleared at Collie was very thick. It cost 
a trifle under £4 per acre, and I believe the land is being 
sold for £3 per acre. We reclaimed the land at a loss of 
£1 per acre. It was done by a gang of Government men 
under my supervision, but I was 400 miles away. Tel 
had been doing the work privately and had been on the 
ground all the time, working only the men whom I wished 
to work, and seeing that no poison was wasted, I think the 
work might have been done for £3 per acre. 

110. What percentage of the 400,000 acres of agricultural 
land to which you have referred is Crown land?—About 
190,000 acres, and of that 25,000 acres would be reserved. 

111. Mr. Mahony.| Would there be any engineering 
difficulties on the line you suggest?—No, nothing more 
than there are on the proposed line. There are no en- 
gineering difficulties.. 

112. Mr. Paton, Acting Chief Draftsman of the Lands 
Department, has stated with regard to prickly-pear: 


The total area influenced by the proposed railway amounts to 
about 897,500 acres. Of this area about 426,000 acres is heavily 


infested with prickly-pear. 

Do you agree with that estimate?—No, I do not. It is in- 
fested with pear, but it is not heavily infested. Along 
the proposed railway the total area heavily infested is 
107,346 acres, comprising 5 distinct areas. The area in- 
fested around the village of Pallamallawa is 11,623 acres; 
in the parish of Gil Gil, county of Stapylton, there are 
1,840 acres; in the parish of Tuncooey, same county, 
there are 390 acres; and there is a large area of 87,668 
acres in the parishes of Coppymurrumbil, Wonga, Cook, 
Munele, Booraba, Holmes, Toongcooma, and Currumbah, 
county of Stapylton, In the parishes of Boggabilla and 
Boobora, in the same county, there are 5,825 acres of 
pear-infested land. I should say that the area of heavily 
infested prickly-pear country within the influence of the 


proposed line, as given the Committee officially, is much | 


over-estimated. pet pare | 
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Witness—A, C. McD. Lockhart, 8 January, 1923. 


118. Mr. Cameron.] How is this country watered {— 
Throughout the whole of the Mungle scrub country sub-: 
artesian water can be obtained at a depth of 700 feet. 
You can get flowing bores at that depth. There are quite 
a number. Many settlers also have tanks and dams. The 
country is slightly undulating. It is too far east to obtain 
true artesian water, but there is plenty of sub-artesian 
water. 

114. How would you compare the northern half of the 
pear-infested country with the southern half for scttle- 
ment purpose. It is fairly similar. The pear likes the 
dry country. The Mungle country is no thicker with 
pear than other land in the district. 

115. What does it cost to clear this pear country ?— 
They get rid of it by rolling it down with a log and 
ploughing it in with dise ploughs. Then you have to cul- 
tivate for four or five years to get rid of it. Four gallons 
of poison per acre are necessary where it is thick. Some 
hundreds of acres have cost up to 30s. per acre to clear. 
In the Pilliga district I cleared 15,000 acres at about that 
figure. 

116. I understand that poison is the cheapest method 
of treating prickly-pear?—It is the cheapest reliable 
method. 

117, What is the value of this land as it stands to-day ?— 
Without the railway from 18s. 4d. to 26s. 8d. per acre as 
a grazing proposition. 

118. Taking the whole area right through, does it re- 
quire 3 acres to a sheep?—It is better than that im: 
proved. I should say from 1 to 13 acres to a sheep im- 
proved. It has a 26-inch rainfall. 

119. Is 1,500 acres a substantial living area at mixed 
farming ?—Yes, that would be a safe living area. A man 
in this district requires to have something safe. He re- 
quires to have enough so that he can put a little by. 


120. Under what tenure is the leased land?—Mostly 
improvement lease. 

121. With a long time to run?—Most of them fall 
in between now and 1932. There are in the district over 
100,000 acres of very fine agricultural land under settle- 
ment lease, which has been taken up by men who had not 
enough capital to improve it. 

122. Mr. Burke.] On which side of the proposed line is 
the better land?’—On the eastern side. 

123. Is it much better than it is on the west?—Of the 
agricultural land probably two-thirds are on the east side. 
As you go westerly you enter more inferior agricultural 
land but better grazing land. All our settlers are graziers 
with the exception of a few Victorians who have come 
here and who are going into farming. 

124. Is your reason for suggesting that the line should 
be swung 5 miles to the east because the land there is 
better for agriculture?—I think if we have to go to 
Whalan’s Creek. bridge it would be advisable, instead of 
constructing the line in one big bend, to swing it further 
east. 

125. Would you not go closer to the mountains or the 
hills by going 5 miles further east?’—There are no moun- 
tains. There are a few hills in the vicinity. About Yal- 
laroi there is some undulating country. 

126. You do not favour taking the line to the west ?— 
No. You must keep away from the west if you want the 
line to pass through agricultural land. 

127. Tow has the Department arrived at its estimate 
regarding the area heavily infested with prickly-pear in 
the district affected by the proposed railway’—The De- 
partment has worked off my map, but I think it has in- 
cluded a lot of lightly infested country. I inspected the 
land for the preparation of the new pear bill. The areas 


are well shown on my map. 

428. We may take it that you have a better knowledge 
of this country than the officers at the head office of the 
Lands Department, and they seem to have culled their 


; RS ep 
information from your map ?—Yes. 
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Witness—-A. ©. McD. Lockhart, 8 January, 1923. 


129. Chairman.] Regarding the route of the proposed 
railway, I notice that on your map the line bends further 
east than it does on the departmental map; which is the 
real route?—That is for the railway engineers to de- 
cide. 

130. The line, according to the departmental map, runs 
more to the north-east than to the east for the first few 
miles out ?—Yes, it will not come as close in. 

181. How far would the line leave the farming lands 
around Pallamallawa?—Pallamallawa at its nearest point 
would be about 20 miles from the railway, but the wheat 
lands extend north of Pallamallawa. 

132. If the line ran almost due east for some distance 
from Camurra in the vicinity of Bogamildi would it 
serve a larger area of agricultural land ?—Yes. 

133. Is the land in the vicinity of Camurra lable to 
flooding ?—Yes, but not to heavy flooding. 

134. What is the quality of the land between Camurra 
and Biniguy’—It is not all good farming land. There 
is some black soil there. The river flats are excellent for 
farming. If the railway were commenced midway 
between Camurra and Biniguy for half the distance the 
land would be unsuitable for agriculture. There is prac- 
tically no agricultural land about Camurra. A _ little 
farming is done here and there in patches. It is splendid 
grazing land. 

135. Supposing the line took off at Marambir; is that 
land more liable to flood?—No. There is a shallow water- 
course between there and the river which might require 
a 100 yards viaduct. 

136. Would you say it is more liable to flooding than 
the Camurra country ?—No. 

137. If the line took off at Marambir would it require 
to cross the river only once?—Yes, the Gwydir River. 

188. Would it be a wider crossing ?—It would require a 
three-span bridge. Ba eo | 1% 

139. It has been stated that the rainfall midway between 
Moree and Bogabilla is on an average heavier than it is at 
either Moree or Boggabilla#—No. It is heavier than at 


Moree, but I do not think it is heavier than at Bogga- 
billa. 


140. Is this land better than the Pilliga land¢—Yes; it. 


is a rich loam, and the rainfall is larger. 

141. I understand that the 197,700 acres of settlement 
lease land referred to in evidence is not available for re- 
sumpion?—No. A man has a legal right to convert that 
land into conditional purchase and conditional lease. He 
might have had 4,000 acres given him twenty years ago 
when it was back country. 

142. It has been stated that these improvement and 
scrub leases can be resumed under the terms on which 
they are leased?’—Yes, improvement and scrub leases can, 
but settlement and Crown leases can not. They have the 
absolute right of conversion under the law. If circum- 
stances have altered as the result of the railway a man 
with 4,000 acres twenty years ago might be allowed to 
convert 2,000 acres. 

148. Would you say that the settlers in the vicinity of 
Pallamallawa have been successful’—Yes. But farmers 
there are very few. The grazier there who has turned 
farmer does not fallow his land and work it properly. 
Farmers who have gone there lately are making a success 
of farming. Mr. Maunder, who is farming in that dis- 
trict, took four prizes given by the Royal Agricultural 
Society for wheat grown in the north-west district. Mr. 
Cosh, another Victorian farmer, is bringing his relatives 
to take up land in the district. 

144. I take it that much of the land in this district is 
suitable for wheat farming?—Yes. The Mungle scrub 
land generally is better for wheat than that on which the 
wheat which won the prizes was grown. 

145. It has been suggested that instead of running the 
line from Camurra to Boggabilla it should go from 
Warialda to Boggabilla. Would such a railway pass 


through better agricultural country?—On the whole I 
should say it would be very much inferior, and the line 
would cost twice as much to construct. 

146. Would there be as much Crown land out from 
Warialda, supposing the line ran straight towards Bogga- 
billa’—No, within the 15-mile limit. 

147. Mr. Drummond.}| How far would the land not 
reasonably served by the existing Moree-Inverell railway 
be from the furthest point on the proposed line from 
Camurra to Boggabilla?—From 8 to 60 miles. 

148. Mr. Doe.] You are of opinion that it would prove 
an advantage to swing the proposed line further east; 
how far east should it be swung in order to serve the 
most wheat land?—About 5 miles east of the proposed 
line, as shown on the map, due west from North Star, and 
south-west to Gil Gil Creek. 

149. Can you give the Committee an idea of the average 
wheat yield in the district ?—No, that is rather difficult to 
get. 

150, Farmers in this district who are not practical dry 
farmers would naturally keep the average down?—Yes. 

151. I suppose the tendency is for improved farming 
methods to be adopted, which will increase the wheat 
yield and make the average higher ?—Yes. 

152. Is manure used in the district?—No, it is not re- 
quired. 

153. Which is the cheaper and best method of com- 
bating the prickly-pear—poisoning or crushing ?—Prob- 
ably a combination of both would be effective. Crushing 
is undoubtedly the cheapest method on agricultural land. 


154. Do they crush the pear by means of rollers as they 
break down the mallee ?—Yes. 

155. Does the log revolve?—Sometimes, and soinetimes - 
it is dragged. 
156. I take it you are of opinion that the construction 
of the railway would result in considerable increased 
production in the districts through which it passed, within 
and beyond the 12-mile limit?—Yes, it would have an 
influence on wool, wheat, and stock up to the 40-mile 
limit. Such produce has now to be transported to the 
60-mile limit or go to Queensland. 
157. Some of the leases through which the line would 
pass will fall in before very long. In the event of the line~ 
being constructed the leases will bring a considerably 
higher rental than they do now?+—There would be an in- 
crease of approximately £1 per acre on the whole of the 
Crown land affected. d 
158. Mr. Travers.] Regarding the timber on the north- 
ern end of the proposed railway; is that the only portion 
of the line where there is any timber of commercial 

value ?—Yes. 

159. Is it on Crown lan1i?—It is mostly in State forests. 

160. The official evidence shows that there are no forest 
reserves in the district?-Not within the 15-mile radius. 
There are 5,000 acres of forest reserves, and 37,000 acres 
of Crown land on which there is timber. 

161. Do you know the country within the influence of 
the Moree-Mungindi line?—Yes. 

162. Would the country to be served by the proposed 
line, mile for mile, lend itself to closer settlement more 
than the land on the line from Moree to Mungindi?—The 
land along the Mungindi line can never be anything 
but a closer settlement grazing proposition on the basis 
of 4,000 or 5,000 acre blocks. The proposed line passes 
through mixed farming country where the blocks would 
be from 1,500 acres up. This line will develop settle- 
ment to a greater extent. It would tend to develop the 
country a great deal more. 

163. Does the country out from Moree towards Inverell 
show better results than the country within the influence 
of the proposed line?—No. 


~ 
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TUESDAY, 9 JANUARY, 1923. 
[The Committee met at the North Star Hotel, Wilby. ] 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuatrmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 
Francis Miouart Burke, Esq, 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Ese. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Camurra to 
Boggabilla, 


Edward Wellenton Sutton, farmer and grazier, Wilby, 
sworn, and examined :— 

164. Chairman.] What is your experience in this dis- 
trict?—Thirty years. 

165. Will you tell the Committee generally what can 
be done with the land around Wilby ?—If we had the rail- 
way I believe this district would become the pride of the 
State. 150,000 acres in the Mungle scrub are occupied by 
bona-fide settlers. I would say that 100,000 acres of good 
agricultural land in the district would be farmed if the 
railway comes through. I have 300 acres under agriculture 
and 400 acres ready for the plough. If the railway were 
constructed through Wilby I could put 4,000 acres under 
wheat. There are 5,000 acres in the Wilby estate, out of 
which there is only about 120 acres that cannot be called 
farming land. 

166. Of the Mungle scrub land suitable for agriculture 
what percentage ‘is now being devoted to that purpose ?— 
One farmer here has about 80 acres and another has 75 
acres under agriculture. Another has about 200 acres 
cleared and ready for the plough. 

167. Is the district handicapped as regards agricultural 
pursuits for want ofa railway !—Yes, we are too far from 
railway communication. 

168. Where do you send your wheat?—To the rail at 
Goondiwindi, 30 miles away. 

169. Is that a severe handicap ?—Yes, it is too far to cart 
wheat profitably. 

170. How far are the bulk of the Mungle scrub lands 
from the proposed railway ?—-The Wilby estate is about 
the centre of the farming country in this district. 

171. What return do you get from wheat-growing?— 
Last year I got 10 bags to the acre. 

172. Is the bulk of the Mungle scrub land within 8 or 
10 miles of the proposed line?—Yes. I would say that 
there is 28 miles of country, taking both sides of the 
proposed railway, suitable for agriculture. 

173. Do you agree with the suggestion that the line 
should be swung further east —Yes, to serve a larger area 
of good agricultural land. 

174. Is much of the Mungle scrub land heavily infested 
with prickly-pear’—About 17,000 acres which is not held 
by bona-fide settlers is infested. The construction of the 
railway would help to get rid of the pear. 

175. What is a fair average yield of wheat in this dis- 
trict Eight bags to the acre. 

176. Would there be many failures over a term of 
twenty years?—No, you would have three good seasons to 
one bad one. 

177. Taking the country by and large along the route 
of the proposed railway, what area do you consider within 
12 miles of each side of the line is sufficient for a living 
area under comfortable conditions ?—2,000 acres. 

178. Could you do with less closer to the railway ?— 
Yes. 

179. Mr. Doe.] What does it cost you to cart your 
wheat to Goondiwindi and Brisbane?—From Wilby to 
rail at Goondiwindi 38s. per bag. J have always sold on 
the rail at Goondiwindi. It cost me 1s. per bushel. 

180. How much land have you’—At present I hold in 
my own name 1,050 acres. 


181. I understand you have an interest in other land ?’— 
Yes, in the Wilby estate. About 22,000 acres is held by 
Mobbindry station. That falls due to the Crown in about 
three years. 

182. Do you know of any other large estates likely to 
fall in before long’—Tucka Tucka is one. 

183. Is there much alienated land in large areas con- 
tiguous to the proposed line?—No. 

184. Mr. Drummond.] What is the carrying capacity 
of this country improved for sheep?—One sheep to the 
acre. 

185. What is the cost of clearing this land for cultiva- 
tion? To clear green scrub would cost £5 per acre. To 
ring it 5s. per acre, and when dead £2 10s. per acre. 

186. It would be two years before a man could crop the 
green country here?—If you kill the timber with the axe 
you could not crop under three years. 

187. I suppose it does not cost much to clear land in 
this-district?’—No. Much of the land here is plain coun- 
try. 

188. Mr. Travers.] What is your nearest point to the 
New South Wales railway ?—Camurra, 54 miles away. 

189. Do you do any trade at Camurra’—We have 
trucked bullocks there. 

190. Where do your stores come from?—Queensland. 
Nearly all our stock go to Queensland. 

191. If the proposed railway were constructed would 
the position be changed?—Yes. Our produce would then 
go into New South Wales. 

192. Is there much movement of stock in the district ?— 
Yes. 

193. Bullocks go to Queensland?—Yes. If the line 
were constructed they would go to Sydney. 

194. Of the 100,000 acres of good agricultural land in 
the district, how much is now under wheat?—At present 
there is none under wheat, but as much as 400 odd acres 


‘has been cultivated for wheat. 


195. How much have you under wheat?—I have 300 
acres under wheat at Wilby, and 400 acres ready for the 
plough. The total area of the estate is 5,120 acres. I 
could put 4,000 acres under crop with share-farmers if 
the railway were handy. 

196. Of the 5,000 acres in the Wilby estate, what pro- 
portion is suitable for wheat-growing?—There are only 
about 120 acres not good farming country. 

197. Do I understand that about 8 bags to the acre is a 
fair average yield of wheat in this district?--Yes, but I 
have got as high as 13 bags to the acre. 

198. Have you noticed whether the Sydney market is 
a better one for the wheat-growers than the Brisbane 
market, and whether any saving would be effected if you 
sent wheat to Sydney ?—Sydney is a better market for 
stock, but the wheat market is much the same as the 
Brisbane wheat market. 

199. What is the average rainfall of this district ?— 
About 26 inches. ; 4 

200. Do you get rain in the growing period ’—Yes, 
mostly. : 

201. Is any of the 100,000 acres of agricultural land 
referred to infested with pear’—Yes, and part of it is 
held by people who own it. 


Witnesses. W. Sutton and 8. R. Lillyman, 9 January, 1923. 


202. Mr. Mahony.] What is the area of the Mungle 
scrub ’—About 195,000 acres. 

203. How much of that is prickly-pear country ?—~ 
17,000 acres unoccupied by bona-fide farmers. 

204. Can the prickly-pear be eradicated and the land 
put to agriculture?—Yes, by clearing the timber, rolling 
the pear, and ploughing it in. 

205. Does it cost much to do that?—At present it costs 
much more than the land is worth. Some of it would cost 
£10 or £15 an acre. 

206. Then the land would be useless?—On the Queens- 
land side the settlers have got rid of the pear, and there 
are farms all along the railway. When people have the 
railway handy they will do anything to keep close to it. 
The railway encourages them to greater effort. 

207. How far is North Star from the proposed railway ? 
—7 or 8 miles. 

208. Along the route we travelled to-day there is a 
signboard, “Yallaroi, Croppa Creek, and Boggabilla.” 
How many miles would that be from the proposed route? 
—About 6. 

209. Mr. Burke.] Where is your land situated?—In the 
Munegle scrub. 

210. Is there much prickly-pear there ?—It is all prickly- 
pear land. 

211. I understand that you send your wheat to the rail 
at Goondiwindi, 80 miles, which costs you 3s. a bag; is 
that a paying proposition?—No, it does not pay to grow 
wheat out here that distance from a railway. 

212, If you were within 15 miles of the railway would 
it pay you to grow wheat?—Yes, but it is not payable 
beyond 15 miles. 

2138. Mr. Cameron.] I understand you to say that this 
land, if it had railway communication, would ke the 
best wheat land in New South Wales?—Yes, if the line 
went through the centre of the district. 

214. What experience have you had in other wheat 
districts?—-I have a good experience of the Hunter River 
district, which does not compare with this district. 

215. What part of the Hunter River?—Singleton. 
Much of the land in the Singleton district, just off the 
flats, is only fit for providing gravel for our roads. 

216. I suppose a man would have to run a few sheep 
on his wheat farm here?—Yes, because wheat becomes 
too rank in a wet season unless it is kept down. In dry 
seasons you could grow wheat without the assistance of 
sheep. 

217. Supposing the wheat market went down, what is 
the possibility of carrying on agriculture in this district 
then¢’—Land which has been farmed is of much more 
value for running sheep. 

218. Is there any production in the district other than 
wheat?’—Yes; the district is suitable for mixed farm- 
ing. This land will grow anything. 

219. Without irrigation—Yes. 

920. What is your water supply ?—Sub-artesian at about 
700 feet. 

221. Is there any local market for chaff?—Yes, that 
could be made a big industry here. If the railway went 
through the Mungle scrub lands I think it would prevent 
a lot of Queensland produce coming here, as all our 
people would deal with Sydney. 

222. Would 2,000 acres be a living area in this district ? 
—Yes, on the line. 

223. What is the value of land in this district without 
the railway ?——At present it is worth about 30s. per acre. 

224, The railway would not increase the carrying capa- 
city, although it would increase the value of the land ?— 
Yes. 

225. In time of drought stock from this district could 
be entrained to pastures in Queensland if the line econ- 
nected with Goondiwindi. If there were pasture on the 
Downs, and there was a drought in this district, you could 
rail your stock to Werris Creek, thence to Wallangarra, 
and on to the Downs?—Yes. 
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226. By which route you could transport them in 
twenty-four hours’—Yes. JI believe there are 1,200 bul- 
locks here now on relief. 

227. An argument in favour of the construction of the . 
proposed railway is the linking up of the north-western 
railway in New South Wales with the Queensland railway 
system ’—Yes. In my opinion the proposed line, as shown 
on the map, is much too far to the west. 


1 


Samuel Roy Lillyman, grazier, Rosslen, near North Star, 
Wilby, sworn and examined :— 


228. Mr. Mahony.| How long have you been in the dis- 
trict ?—Since 1912. 

229. Is any portion of the area you hold under cultiva- 
tion’—No. My place is 7 miles north-east of North 
Star. 

230. Is your land suitable for farming?—Yes, we have 
grown pretty well everything in a small way. I have 
3,927 acres, 

231. Wovfld the proposed railway serve your land ?— 
Yes. The railway would mean a big improvement to 
me. 

232. Could you carry your wheat profitably 15 miles 
to the railway ?—Yes, I think so, but that is as far as I 
would care to cart it. 

233. Further than 15 miles it would not be a paying 
proposition ?—No, it would be rather far. 

234. Do you know the whole of the district from Ca- 
murra to Boggabilla?—Yes. 

235. Is the land along the route of the proposed railway, 
for 20 miles on each side, suitable for agriculture ?—Yes. 

236. Are there large areas infested with prickly-pear 
along the route of the proposed line?—Yes, most of the 
land is infested to some extent. 

237. What proportion of the district is heavily infested 
with pear ?—20,000 or 30,090 acres in the Mungle scrub 
is heavily infested. We are all in the pear area, and we 
get the seed. 

238. If the land were closely settled it would tend to the 
eradication of the pear?—Yes, I have no doubt about 
that. The pear can be got rid of. If I were given 250 
acres of thickly infested pear land to clear, with addi- 
tional land on Mobbindry, I should be willing to go on 
with it. But I should want some additional land. 

239. And reasonable conditions ?—Yes. 

240. Mr. Burke.] Is the land better east of the proposed 
line for agricultural purposes?Yes; the east side is 
better. ; 

241. Do you know the west side?—Yes, for 15 miles. 
There is good land for about 8 miles on the west side. 
On the east side I should say there is good land for about 
20 miles, and for about 8 miles on the west side. 

242. Do you favour the suggestion that the line should 
be swung 5 miles further east than is shown on the plan? 
—TI recommend that it be swung 17 miles east. 

243. Have you successfully coped with prickly-pear?— 
Yes, I have. JI should be willing to take a 200-acre block 
of pear-infested land, provided I were given an area of 
good clean country. That would be an inducement to 
clear the pear land. 

244. Mr. Cameron.| What is the value of land in this 
district without the railway ?—Fully improved, about 30s. 
per acre. 

245. Supposing you took up a block of pear-infested 
country, free of rent, for ten years, would it pay you ?— 
No, not alone. If I were given assistance, and was sup- 
pled with poison and a fair area of clean land, I should be 
willing to go on with it. 

246. If a man were given an area of pear-infested land 
for ten years for nothing, and at a nominal rent for an- 
other ten years, would it be a living proposition ?—No. 
If you had sufficient poison to kill the pear you would 
reap the benefit of the land in three years. But I do 
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not think a man on iis own could treat enough ground. 
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Witnesses— S. R Lillyman and R. N. A. McMaster, 9 January, 1923, 


_what it is. 


247. Do you think a man could go on to this land with- 
out capital and make a success of it ?—No. 

248. That is to say, it is necessary for a man to have 
a reasonable amount of capital in starting here?—Yes. 

249. If the Crown land in the district infested with 
prickly-pear were made available for settlement, would 
it be possible for a man with a little capital and help to 
clear the pear and cultivate the land?-Yes. If he had 
an area of clean land he would get some return from that, 
which would help him to bear the expense of clearing the 
prickly-pear. 

250. Mr. Drummond.| How far would a man in this 
district have to be from the railway before the handicap 
to which you have referred would commence to operate ?— 
About 10 miles. I do not mean to say that 15 miles would 
be too far to farm land, but that distance would be a 
handicap. 

251. What does it cost you per bushel to draw wheat to 
Goondiwindi?—We have sold wheat on the dump in 
Goondiwindi. It was bought by the flour mill at War- 
wick, 

252. If land in this district were subdivided into farm- 
ing areas would you be able to carry as much stock or 
more stock as you carry at present?—On land in its virgin 
state you could carry more. Wheat-growing benefits the 
sheep and the sheep benefit the wheat. 

253. By virgin land you mean scrub land ?—Newly-rung 
land. mej ereets ef) ae: | 

254. What is a suitable farming area in your district ?— 
I think 4,000 acres- without a railway, although I have 
done no good on it yet. Within 12 miles of the railway 
T should say from 2,000 to 2,500 acres. 

255. What constitutes a living area at the present time? 
—My experience does not enable me to say accurately 
IT am in scrub land and on new ground. I 
suppose 4,000 acres. ; 

256. What is a living area in the country through which 
the Committee passed this morning ?’—3,000 acres. 

257. Supposing you had a railway within 15 miles of 
your land, what would be a living area?—About 2,500 
acres. With wheat-growing it is essential to run a few 
sheep. I suppose 2,500 acres in an average season would 
be a fair living area within reasonable influence of the 
line. 

258. Mr. Doc.] In travelling from Moree to-day the 
Committee saw a fine sward of green grass. Is that usual 
in this district ?—Yes. 

259. I suppose there are seasons when that grass is 
absent ?—Yes. 

260. Do you consider that if the railway were con- 
structed it would be necessary for you to have additional 
land?—If you have thickly infested pear country addi- 
tional land would be an inducement to you to clear the 
pear. 

261. Will you have a sufficient area if the railway is 
constructed ’—Yes. 

262. Will you have more than a living area if the rail- 
way is built?~Yes, I think so. My experience is that it 
is too far to cart wheat from my place to the railway at 
Goondiwindi, which would be our nearest railway. I 
have seen a good crop of corn grown on Wilby. I had 
three and a half years’ experience at the Hawkesbury 
Agricultural College, and there I became acquainted with 
the conservation of fodder. One share-farmer in this dis- 
trict put in 10 acres of corn—Hickory King, I think it 
was—which grew about 13 feet high, the cob being fairly 
good. It cut about 10 tons to the acre for ensilage. It 
ean be successfully grown in this district for ensilage. 
We have good samples of all classes of root crops grown 
in the garden. I grew half an acre of potatoes, which 
was a very good crop. Nearly every crop we have tried in 
the garden has been fair. 

263. Mr. Cameron.] Without watering?—Yes. The 
subsoil here is equal to any IJ have seen. The dam takes. 
ten or twelve months in dry weather to become dry. We 


have very good holding soil. One place I know was 
eight months without rain, and there was still water in 
the subsoil. Our drawback is.that we have to cart our 
wheat when we ought to be ploughing. It is essential to 
plough as soon as the crop is off in order to conserve the 
moisture. In carting wheat to Goondiwindi you can only 
do three trips in a fortnight, and the long distance puts 
it beyond the reach of the small holder, because of the 
increased cost of plant. With the railway 10 or 12 miles 
away the small man could cart his wheat in quicker time. 
If you have to cart wheat 30 miles you require a good 
plant with sixteen or eighteen horses. You want a plant 
that will carry a 10-ton load. If we were 8 or 10 miles 
from the railway we could cart our wheat with our small 
plant, and within reasonable time. 

264. Chairman.| At present your teams would be too 
long off the farm’—Yes. If the land in this district were 
properly fallowed there would be no question about get- 
ting a good crop. We can germinate a crop in any 
season, 
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Robert Norman Alexander McMaster, grazier, Bibilah, 
near Boggabilla, sworn and examined :— 


265. Mr. Travers.] How long have you resided in the 
district ?—Practically eleven and a half years. 

266. What is the size of your holding ?—4,000 acres. 

267. Are you. going in for agriculture?—On a small 
seale. I go in for stock mostly. I have about 3,000. 

268. Where do you send them?—TI have sent some to 
Goondiwindi, but practically all to Sydney. 

269. How far is your holding from the nearest rail- 
way station in New South Wales?’—Fifty-four miles, at 
Camurra. 

270. What proportion of your 4,000 acres is agricul- 
tural land ?’—Practically the whole of it. 

271. How far are you from the proposed line?—About 
10 miles. 

272. In the event of the railway being constructed, 
would you go in for wheat-growing ?—Absolutely. 

273. Would you put the whole of your property under 
wheat ?—Yes, with share-farmers. 

274. Is your neighbours’ land as good as yours?— 
Yes. 

275. Is the bulk of the surrounding country good agricul- 
tural land?—Yes. 

276. What proportion of agricultural land is on the 
eastern side of the railway?—I think the whole of the 
land, with the exception of Merriwa Plains, is suitable 
for agriculture. 

277. Is any portion of your 4,000 acres infested with 
prickly-pear?—Yes; the land about here is more or less 
infested with pear. On my land it is scattered, and I keep 
it clear. 

278. What method do you 
ploughing and poisoning. 

979. What does it cost per acre to get rid of the pear ?’— 
IT eould not say exactly, but it has been reasonable on 
my land. 

280. You have stated that you could put practically the 
whole of your 4,000 acres under cultivation; does that 
apply to your neighbours’ land?—Yes, on the eastern side 
of the proposed railway. 

281. How does the land on the western side of the line 
compare with that on the eastern side?—It is more pear 
infested, on the western side. 

282. Do you agree with the evidence given here to-day 
by Mr. Sutton and Mr. Lillyman?—Yes, practically. 

283. Do you also agree that 2,000 acres of Jand in 
this district, with the railway, would provide a living 
area?——I think less. From 1,700 to 1,800 acres would, 
in my opinion, be a living area with the railway. 
During the drought in 1919 I lost 3,000 ewes in one drop, 


employ ?—Burning and 
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Witnesses—R. N. A. McMaster, T. Casson, and W. A. Kirk, 9 January, and R. F. Evans, 10 January, 1923. 


because I could not get them away. We were stuck for 
water and grass. The reserves were in the same state, 
and we could not get water. 

284. You have to make an allowance, and not stock 
up to your full capacity, so that you can get through a 
drought safely ’—Yes, that is the rule. But we do not 
have dry seasons every year. On the western side of the 
proposed line there are areas of land which I do not 
think are suitable for wheat-growing. I should say the 
line as proposed, and as shown on the map, is 7 or 8 
miles too far to the west. I think it should go further 
east. 

285. It has been suggested that at a point 20 miles out 
from Camurra the line should deviate about 5 miles fur- 
ther east than is proposed?—I think if you took off near 
Buckie and went easterly from there it would be an ad- 
vantage. 

286. If a deviation were made about 20 miles from 
Camurra, and the line went to the east to Whalan’s 
Creek, it would be about 5 miles from the proposed line; 
then it would turn into Boggabilla?’—Yes. 

287. Mr. Drummond.] About 200,000 acres of alienated 
land are, according to the departmental estimates, 
affected by the proposed railway;—would you say that 
generally the owners of that land would be prepared to 
farm it themselves or to put on share-farmers if the line 
were constructed ’—Yes, I think it would be to their ad- 
vantage to do so. I believe they would. 

288. Apart altogether from new settlers, the 
mittee can accept your opinion that a large number of 
ehare-farmers would be put on the land within the 
influence of the proposed railway, if it were constructed, 
which would largely increase the production of the dis- 
trict ?—I am sure of it. The average rainfall on my holding 

_for eleven years is 21 inches. 


Thomas Casson azier, near Wilby, sworn and 
3 om) 
examined :— 


289. Mr. Burke.] How far from North Star is your 
holding ’—About 12 miles north-east of Wilby. My land 
is similar to other land in the district. 

290. To what use do you put it?—I have not put it 
to any use yet. I thought of going in for wheat. 

kut the market is too far away. I have 3,930 acres. 
~ 291. Where is your nearest railway ?—At Goondiwindi, 
31 miles away. 

292. Does it not pay you to cart wheat that distance? 
—No, although I thought of having another go at it, 
as this country grows wheat well. 

293. How far is your holding from the proposed line? 
—Seventeen miles, which is really too far to cart wheat. 


Com-. 


294. What do you think of the suggestion to swing the 
line 5 miles further east?—It would suit us better if it 
were swung further east. On the Myall Downs there is 
beautiful agricultural land. 

295. If the line were swung 4 or 5 miles further east 
would it pay you to.grow wheat ?—Yes. 

296. Will the proposed line be of use to you for stock? 
—Yes, as I have to go now 31 miles to Goondiwindi. 

297. Mr. Doe.| What constitutes a living area in this 
district within 12 or 15 miles of a railway?—Not under 
2,000 acres. 


William Arthur Kirk, grazier, Manilya, near Warialda, 
sworn and examined :— 


298. Mr. Drummond.| What is the size of your hold- 
ing ?—3,987 acres. 

299. If the proposed railway were constructed would you 
grow wheat ’—Yes. 

300. Have you grown any wheat?—A little for my own 
use. 

301. Where is your nearest railway station in New 
South Wales?—Fifty miles away, at Camurra or at 
Warialda. 

302. What has been your experience of wheat-growing ? 
—It has been satisfactory, although there have been 
failures because of the dry weather. In a good season the 
wheat grew too rank. 

303. If the proposed line were swung further east would 
it serve a larger area of good agricultural country ?— 
Yes, it would pass through better wheat country. 

304. Is the land on the eastern side of the proposed 
railway better than that on the western side, having in 
mind agriculture?—Yes, as far as my knowledge goes it 
is. 

305. If the railway were constructed do you think the 
prickly-pear could be got rid of?—Yes, if liberal con- 
ditions were attached to the holding of prickly-pear land. 
A man with prickly-pear iand requires to have easy terms. 

306. Do you consider that the pear can be prevented 
from spreading?’—Yes, on country that is not badly in- 
fested. 

307. Where do you usually send your fat stock?—To 
Warialda. 

808. Have you sent any stock into Queensland ?—No. 

309. I suppose the railway would be an advantage to 
you in time of. drought?—Yes, it would enable us to 
transport our stock. I know from experience of this and 
other districts that it is useless to attempt to grow wheat 
successfully unless you run a certain number of sheep on 
your land. You should go in for mixed farming. 


WEDNESDAY, 10 JANUARY, 1923. 
[The Committee met at the Court House, Boggabilla. | 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 
Francis Michar, Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. - 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Camurra to 
Boggabilla. 


Robert Fitzgerald Evans, grazier, Merriwa Station, near 
Boggabilla, sworn and examined :— 


310. Chairman.]| I believe you have had an opportunity 
of studying the route of the proposed railway from Ca- 
murra to Boggabilla, as shown on the official map?—Yes, 
IT have done that. The line is shown as I would recom- 
mend it to go, although I think it should go further east 
than is shown on the plan, touching, say, at North Star. 

311. What experience have you of this district ?— 
Twenty-eight years. 


1 bbe pence corer | onan 


312. Do you know the country between Boggabilla and 
Camurra?’—Not quite all the way. I know it to the Yal- 
laroi road. I also know it as far as North Star. 


313. Do you regard the northern end of the country 
affected by the proposed railway as being a district which 
offers facilities for agricultural development with the 
railway ?—I am sure of it. From 1896 to 1901 I grew 
wheat for hay. In 1902 I missed a crop. In 1903 I had 
a crop. In any year that I have put in seed, with the 
exception of 1902 and 1915, I have not missed getting a 
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hay crop. My country is richer than the Mobbindry land. 
My country is too rich to grow wheat for grain satisfac- 
torily. The Mobbindry country would grow wheat for 
grain most satisfactorily. My land being so rich the hay 
stalks grow too high, and the head tumbles a lot. 

314. How far south of Boggabilla did you grow those 
erops?—I have grown crops within 2 miles and up to 6 
miles of Boggabilla. If the railway were constructed I 
should consider that all my river lands were too valuable 
to hold unless I went in for share-farming. 

$15. For hay or for grain?—On Merriwa for hay. On 
the river land lucerne can be grown. 

316. With the railway would you find a ready market 
for such produce?—Yes. There would be a market for 
such produce in the Mungindi and Walgett districts. We 
have to fight against the Downs, the best agricultural 
land in Queensland. 

317. Is there, in your opinion, a considerable area of 
good wheat land along the northern end of the proposed 
railway ’—A vyery considerable area for wheat-growing 
and mixed farming. A man should have a sufficient area 
to enable him to run a few sheep on his wheat land. 

318. What would be a sufficient living area?—On the 
land away from the river from 1,500 to 2,000 acres. A 
man could live well on that if he liked to work. It all 
depends on the man. 

319. Out of 1,500 or 2,000 acres how much would a man 
be able to put under wheat ?—200 acres. I would rather 
a man did not depend solely on wheat. I would like to 
see him run sheep as well. 

820. That is ahout one-seventh of the total area in 
this district suitable for wheat-growing?—Yes. I would 
not recommend a man to put more than one-seventh of 
his land under wheat if he is going to work it properly. 


Most of this land requires fallowing. Very little land > 


in western New South Wales will grow wheat successfully 
without fallowing. If you have 200 acres of wheat land 
you want to have 100 acres in fallow. 

321. Do you consider that if the line were constructed 
it would result in a material increase in the wheat yield 
of the district, with only one-seventh of the holdings 
under crop each year?—yYes, one-seventh is a big pro- 
portion of the area to be served by the line. 

322. The Committee has had evidence that the line, as 
indicated on our map, does not pass through the best of 
the agricultural country in the district, and it is suggested 
that the route should be swung further east, by which 
means the line, it is stated, would pass through better 
agricultural country, more suitable for closer settlement? 
—Yes, that is my opinion also. 

323. How far east would you swing the line?—I think 
to North Star, where there is some good agricultural land. 

324. What is the country like on the western side of the 
proposed line?—It is good country, portion of which is in- 
fested with prickly-pear. My idea is to swing the line 
east to avoid the prickly-pear. I do not think it would 
pay to clear the land of pear at the present time. 

325. It has been stated that there is more grazing coun- 
try than agricultural land on the western side of the pro- 
posed route?’—There is a lot of agricultural land through 
Mungle, but it is heavier country. 

326. Would the swinging of the line further east have 
the effect of bringing more agricultural land within the 
trafficable area?—Yes, there is no doubt about that. 

327. Mr. Drummond.] It has been stated that the land 
along the river bank is suitable for lucerne-growing. 
What is your experience in that respect?—I have had 
hardly any experience in lucerne-growing. I tried about 
an acre of it in 1921, and it seems to be growing quite 
well. On Tucka Tucka and Yetman lucerne is grown 
as good as any I have seen. 

828. Is that land under irrigation?’—On Tucka Tucka 


yes, and also on portion of Yetman, but on another portion 
of Yetman no. ) 


Witness—R, F, Evans, 10 January, 1923, 


329. Do you know of any land under lucerne away from 
the immediate vicinity of the river banks?—No. I would 
not consider the land away from the river lucerne land. 

330. Would the construction of the proposed railway 
result in the haulage of stock from Queensland towards 
Moree?—Yes. Thousands of sheep would go at times to 
Goondiwindi to be entrained there, but they have been 
unable to cross over to New South Wales, because there 
was no feed on the stock routes from Boggabilla to Moree. 
The majority of that stock would have gone to Moree, 
Gunnedah, and Boggabri. 

3831. The railway would in time of drought be a great 
asset to the pastoral country in this portion of the State 
and in southern Queensland’—Yes, that is a certainty. 

332. From where do you draw your supplies of fodder 
in drought time?—From the Darling Downs: 

333. Would those supplies be drawn from New South 
Wales if the line were built?—Yes. There is beautiful 
country for hay on the Downs. Hay would come to this 
district and be trained to Moree, Mungindi, and other 
western places in New South Wales. 

334. Would there be an incentive to grow lucerne on the 
‘shares ”?—Yes. I do not believe in feeding stock, but 
the lucerne could be sold, and lucerne will last indefinitely 
in stack. It pays you better to sell it in dry times than to 
feed your stock. 

335. Have you purchased lucerne for stock in drought 
time ?—Only in 1902, when it did not pay me, except to 
feed valuable stud stock. JI bought the last lot in 1902. 

336. Have you heard of any coal in the vicinity of the 
proposed railway ?’—Yes, at Royston, about 5 miles from 
here. 

337. Could sufficient sleepers for the railway be secured 
along the proposed route ?—I do not think so. 

338. In your opinion, the construction of the line would 
tend to increase settlement and production ?—Certainly. 

339. What is the carrying capacity of this country, 1m- 
proved, for sheep?—My own land will carry one sheep_ 
to an acre and one third, year in and year out. 

340. If the line were constructed, and a certain amount 
of farming were carried on, would it reduce or increase 
the carrying capacity of the land for sheep?—It would 
not reduce it. 

341. Mr. Burke.] What is the distance from Bogga- 
billa to Goondiwindi?—Five miles. 

342. And from Goondiwindi to Brisbane?—About 280 
miles. 

343. If the line were constructed would there be a ten- 
dency for farmers along the route to send their wheat to 
Brisbane, because it would be cheaper than sending it to 
Sydney ?—I have not studied that, but you cannot com- 
pare the Sydney with the Brisbane market. 

344. Would the line tend to divert trade from New 
South Wales to Brisbane?—No. Some of the wheat 
might go to the Downs and to Brisbane, but I think the 
Sydney market would hold the stock, because prices are 
better there. 

345. It has been stated that there is a big area of coun- 
try through which the proposed railway would pass in- 
fested with prickly-pear?—There is not such a big area 
thickly infested. 

346. Do you think that could be coped with by closer 
settlement ’—Yes; that is the only way of coping with 
he 
347. Is the land on the west side of the proposed line 
more heavily infested than that on the eastern side!— 
Yes. It is not so suitable for agriculture on the western 
side. 

348, You are in favour of swinging the line further east 
than is shown on the plan ?—Yes. 

349. Mr. Cameron.] You are one of the biggest land- 
holders in this district?—Yes, I and another grazier are, 
I think, the two biggest. : Pian ee Soe 
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350. Is much of your land suitable for agriculture 7— 
All the river land would be. I am doubtful about the 
black soil being suitable for agriculture. The river front- 
age land, with a market, is much too valuable to hold for 


grazing. We do not stay up here for the good of our 
health. We stay here to get what we can out of the 
land. 


351. Would you be prepared to go in for share-farming 
so that the share-farmers might eventually acquire their 
holdings ?—Yes, of course I would. The river land is too 
valuable for grazing. I am not going to do farming. 

352. If share-farmers were under an agreement that 
under certain conditions they could acquire their land, 
would not it be an incentive to them to make better 
home and to increase their output ?—Yes. 

353. I take it you would be willing to enter into an 
egreement of that character’—yYes, although I should 
want to keep a little of the frontage for myself. I should 
want the share-farmers to stay there if they were good 
men. 

354. Sometimes there is a difference of opinion as, re- 
gards what are good men?’—The man who can produce 
most is the man that I should want. He would be a 
good man. It would be better for him and for me also. 

855. The great feature in building the railway is to 
bring settlement ?—Yes. , 

356. I understand that about 2,000 acres is, in your 
opinion, a fair living area in this district?—I referred to 
the back lands—from 1,500 to 2,000 acres at mixed 
farming. 

857. What is the general value of land in the dis- 
trict through which the line would pass?—It depends 
upon the improvements. It ought to be worth £2 10s. per 
acre. With the railway it would be worth more. 

358. A man would require about £5,000 to enter into a 
farming proposition, with grazing, in this district ?—Yes. 
But he would buy his land on terms. 

859. He would have to enter into a £5,000 proposition? 
—Yes, and there would be a good living for him. There 
is a lot of Crown land in the district which the Govern- 
ment would probably lease. The capital required by a 
man to start with would not ‘be ‘anything like £5,000; 
£5,000 would be required for the freehold. 

360. Would you say that the best of the land in the dis- 
trict is already alienated?—No. Much of it is held under 
leases which will fall in before long. On the heavier soil 
we have gone in for grazing. There is heavier soil on 
Merriwa. That is unsuitable for mixed farming. Mob- 
bindry is nearly all leasehold, and is suitable for mixed 
farming. The Crown land in the district averages more 
than the freehold. 

361. Is there much transfer of stock from south-western 
Queensland into New South Wales?-—We buy our stock 
in Queensland and fatten them for the Sydney market. 

362. Queensland is the breeding ground for New South 
Wales stock ?Yes. 

363. A tremendous lot of cattle come across the border ? 
—Yes. 

364. If cattle can cross at Mungindi without dipping, 
and they have to dip at Goondiwindi, they would probably 
go to Mungindi?—The dipping is not half as bad as it 
was in the old days. I would never dream of sending 
eattle to Mungindi to cross. I would rather dip twice than 
do that. 


365. Would the construction of the railway open up the 
chaff industry in the district?—Yes. We could make a 
lot of chaff, 

366. If wheat slumped in price the settlers here would 
be on a good wicket growing hay?’—Yes, and they 
would have the market in western New South Wales. I 
think that hay might pay better than wheat. Immense 
quantities of chaff come down from the Downs. 

367. This line would prove an important linking-up 
line ?—Yes, the most important that I know of. The rail- 
vay would be more beneficial to the small man than to the 
big man. If New South Wales were hit with a drought, 
and stock could be trucked to Boggabilla, they could be 
sent to the Downs from Goondiwindi. You can get relief 
from drought somewhere in Queensland. 

868. At present this country is very difficult to get away 
from?—We can get away better than the people around 
Mungindi and Walgett. _We can get to the New England 
country quicker than they ¢an. 

369. Mr. Travers.| What is the area of Merriwa?— 
About 29,000 acres in New South Wales—about 64,000 
acres in New South Wales and Queensland; 29,000 acres 
is freehold and 18th-section leases. There is 9 miles of 
river frontage on the New South Wales side, and on the 
Queensland side I have about 4 miles of freehold front- 
age. 

370. Of the 29,000 acres how much is suitable for grain? 
—Only for hay crops. Merriwa is not a wheat-growing 
proposition. Lucerne can be grown on the river. 

371. Within the influence of the proposed railway it 
is estimated there are 1,300,000 acres of Crown land and 
alienated land; could you say roughly what percentage of 
that land is suitable for wheat-growing?’—At least one- 
third, and the balance for grazing. : 

372. Would most of that one-third be on the eastern side 
of the line?—Yes. If you go too far east you get into 
“sandwiches,” which is useless country. 

373. Is there any disposition on the part of landowners 
in the district to subdivide their land?—Yes, because it- 
would pay them to do it. We are not going to hold the 
land if we can do better by dividing it. Personally I 
would rather live at Rose Bay than here. 

374. From where do you get your stores?/—From 
Queensland. 

375. If the railway were built would you get them from 
New South Wales?—Yes. You can buy stuff in Sydney 
much cheaper than you can in Brisbane, and the stores 
you get in Sydney are better. JI might want netting. 
Brisbane may not carry stocks, and I have to get it from 
Sydney. 

376. Is the financial centre of this district more in 
Queensland than in New South Wales?—No, I do not 
think so. Brisbane does not seem to have the money. 

377. Where do you send your stock?—To Sydney, 
trucked at Camurra. 

378. How long ldoes it take you to get your stock to 
Camurra’—Cattle eight days, and sheep eleven or twelve 
days. 

379. Have you formed any opinion as to the deprecia- 
tion of stock during the journey ?—Yes, between here and 
Sydney a bullock loses 50 lb. in weight. A bullock weigh- 
ing 800 lb. is landed in Sydney weighing 750 lb. 

380. Where do they lose it?—On the road. We could 
cut our losses down by 66 per cent. if we had the rail- 
way. 
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Witness—R. F, Evang, 10 January, 1928. 


381. I understand that you have a gammary of the No. 1 Meat Pool account of the squatters in this part of 


the State 1— Yes, it is as follows :— 


SomMMARY oF Squatrers’ No, 


1 Meat Poot Account, 1922. 
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Cn — Result Based on Export Weights. 
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* Insurance claims, if recovered, are equivalent toa further 7d. per 1001b. The net proceeds are based on export weights. 


To ascertain the approximate 


net proceede per 1001b, of meat, dressed weight, reduce the above figures by 124 per cent, 


Notg.—The above killing figures and weights have been certified by the Australian Chilling and Freezing Company, Limited, Aberdeen, 


382. Would your 631 head of cattle treated be a fair 
average sample of what you have here?’—No, they were 
very prime. We were trying to make a market in London 
for frozen beef, and none but the best would be accepted at 
Aberdeen. 

383. If you had the railway what improvement in price 
.would you get ?—At least 1s. a ewt. in the £1. 

384. What is the carrying capacity at Merriwa?— 
About 6 acres to a beast for fattening. 

385. Do you consider this land equal to the Hunter 
River land?—It is better than the Hunter River land year 
in and year out. This country will fatten stock faster 
than the Hunter River land. 

386. What is your rainfall?—lIt is less than the oficial 

rainfall at Boggabilla. It is a little over 24 inches over 
twenty years, while Boggabilla shows 26 inches. 

387. Mr. Doe.] Can you give the Committee an idea 
of the enhanced value of wheat land if the railway were 
constructed ?—Wheat land should be worth from £3 10s. 
to £4 an acre. The railway should add at least £1 per 
acre to the value of the land. 

388. What would be the enhanced value of the grazing 
land?—10s. per acre. Seeing that the railway will cost 
approximately £359,000, and considering that 897,500 
acres are within the 12-mile limit on either side of the 
line, the railway ‘appears to be a good proposition, the 
increase in the value of the land being sufficient to pay 
for it?—Yes, the increase in the value of the land would 
more than pay for the construction of the line. 

389. Should Boggabilla be the terminus of the railway, 
or should the line ke continued to the Goondiwindi 
bridge?—As a payable proposition I consider it should 
run to the Goondiwindi bridge in the interests of travel- 
ling stock. I am doubtful if there is a good watering 
place near Goondiwindi bridge where the trucking yards 
could be established, and that might be a difficulty. Stock 
dipping there would want a spell of a day before they were 
put in the trucks again. 

390. There are advantages in the line terminating at 
Boggabilla?—Yes, from a stockowner’s point of view. It 
would suit passengers and merchandise to have the line 
continued to Goondiwindi bridge. 

391. What is the nature of timber on the land on which 
you grew wheat for hay ?—Box, sandalwood, and broadleaf 
ironbark. 

392. In your opinion the line should be swung east to 
North Star?—Yes. It should go straight through Mob- 
bindry, which is excellent wheat land. 
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393. What is the distance from North Star to Yetman? 
—About 20 miles, and to Texas about 30 miles. That is 
wonderfully good agricultural country. 

394. Mr. Mahony.| What area of land would a small 
man require to carry on grazing in this district ?—2,000 
acres. 

395. What stock would he require?—1,400 sheep. 

396. Could a small man make a decent living on that 
area ‘— Yes. 

397. Mr. Burke.| You have stated that stock in this 
district are sent to the Sydney market. If the railway 
were continued to the Queensland border at Goondiwindi 
do not you think that graziers on the Queensland side 
would ayen vheroselres of ne Sydney market, which 
might But they have to 
dip, and any ee will not bee ce stbek as they will buy 
New South Wales stock which has not been knocked about 
I do not think there is any chance at all of the proposed 
line not paying. 

398. It is not going to pay if wheat from this district 
is going to Brisbane instead of the Sydney market ?— 
The number of stock crossing over and the quantity of 
chaff and other produce sent west would be so big as to 
counterbalance the effect of any wheat that found its way 
to the Brisbane market. J have a return of the goods 
and passenger traflic between Queensland and New South 
Wales through Goondiwindi for 1922, as follows :— 


- 
ng 


Tons. 
Merchandise from Queensland to New Sonth Wales 265 
Corn, chaff, and hay from Queensland io New South 
NVISRROS oe try eieiera te ol edace ate lela chore take hss Sheyecore POH: TE 
Wheat from New South Wales to Queensland ares : 134 
Hides from New South Wales to Queensland (330) 10 
Bales of sheepskins from New South Wales to Queens- 
LENS (HEHE) | BAe Gein ci Mien a BEA eee A BIG SAR ae 19 
Bales of wool from New South Wales to Queensland 
(2GSO) mi cienarsted soeey ae come lietiis srertee de lat Sova is sa olde 936 
ALLOA pera ten aie sats ta cailine (oan a:lebo,eteka okcane ¥ 1,437 
Number of passengers from Sydney to Goondiwindi from 
ist January, 1922, till 81st December, 1922, 324. 
Number of passengers from Goondiwindi to Sydney from 
1st January, 1922, till 3ist December, 1922, 3S6. 
I submit also the following information respecting 
crossings :— 
Actual crossings year ending 30th June, 1921, stock to 
New South’ Wales:—Horses, 949; cattle, 40,185; shee, 
244,18 To Queensland—Horses, 314; cattle, 2,923; sheep, 


1,068. Year ending J0th June, 1922: To New South Wales--- 


Horses, 612; cattle, 22,818; sheep, 124,859. To Queensland— 
Horses, 460: cattle, 1.141; sheep, 14.498, Mainly crossed at 
Goondiwind*, 
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Witness—G. W. Dight, 10 January, 1923. 


George William Dight, grazier, Yetman, sworn and 
examined :— 


399. Chairman.| I understand that you have prepared a 
statement respecting the proposed railway?’—Yes. It is as 
follows :— 


I have been in charge of Yetman and Yetman West Sta- 
tions for over thirty years, 


Timber. 


Hardwood and pine in the Yetman district must have an 
enormous value. I have conserved about 500 acres on my 
freehold, the value of which can soon be judged by any per- 
son who has had to pay royalty on it. 


Coal. : 


I cafi locate a seam very close to my holding. I have a 
very small interest in the Ashford coal-mine. 


Queensland Railway. 


Even when a line was at Inglewood our trade went there 
to a big extent. When it reached Yelarbon, 22 miles, and 
over two rivers, my father and I cut out the New South 
Wales railway facilities in carrying our goods, 


Wool and Cattle. 


Wool was not very considerable, being about 150 to 170 
bales, while sheep were running with cattle. As to cattle, we 
were even able to sell to Queensland Meat Works. , In the 
winter, when Queensland slackened her supplies of fats, we, 
having country that supplied herbage, were able to compete 
with Queensland and sold numbers of cattle there. In those 
days we made some big sales. Cattle, had they been about 
when prices became high, would have held the position they 
did about seventeen years ago. Fifteen hundred head of 
bullocks easily brought at our yards £8, which was then a 
record price. 

About thirteen years ago 4,000 fats were sent away from 
the original Yetman Station in under twelve months, some 
of which went to Queensland, and the balance to New South 
Wales. They were fattened on under 20,000 acres of the 
Macintyre and Ottley Creek valleys. When they did not top 
the market—they were not far down. The bigger propor- 
tion were speyed cows as at about that time we decided to 
spey the herd, fatten, and then divide the place. 

A Yetman Black Polled Durham cross cow, which picked 
up her own living, travelled by road, and stood a long rail- 
way trip, met and defeated pampered fats artificially got up, 
after all she went through she met a judge who thought 
weight was carried in the belly and not put on through good 
country. The late J. R. Smith, of Tucka Tucka, sold me 100 
maiden cows of the same breed, 988 Ib. each, under 4 years 
old. He had ten bullocks of the same breed under 5 years 
old that stood alone. That gentleman, the pioneer here of 
Polled Angus, and thoroughbreds, bred in his paddocks three 
Melbourne Cup winners. I am trying to do the thorough- 
bred breeding properly. 


Local Carriage. 


I have no hesitation in saying 90 per cent. of local car- 
riage is from Queensland. There are no carriers on the 
Warialda-road. A van comes from Inverell once a month 
and charges £7 10s. on top of the railway. Warialda has 
charged me £6 10s. for hay. This state of affairs, plus high 
railway rates, has forced me to protect myself. The poor 
man cannot do so, and has te do the best he can. With rail- 
way facilities, and on suitable land in this valley, the north- 
western border could be fed on hay, without Tamworth or 
Maitland. Warwick, I should say, supplies 95 per cent. of 
the lucerne. Queensland comes with her inferior lucerne. 
I have had to give £20 per ton for it, and half the time it was 
more rubbish than lucerne. It takes good ground to grow 
lucerne. J 7 

I want to impress on the Committee that there are lucerne 
flats here equal to any. I have £50 that says I ean cut 
more hay of the highest quality from 9 acres or over than 
anyone else in New South Wales, weight to count. Under 
the system adopted here you get weight as well as quality. 
I consider lucerne, even though it is on the water, has no 
chance against a paddock on very deep soil of the best class 
when it is sprayed, because in sunlight you are feeding leaves 
as well as roots. You can, of course, flood and equal other 
results. I have been learning all my life about lucerne, hay- 
ing seen twenty years ago the possibilities in this district 
with decent recognition by the Government. 

Drift to the city and good country towns is losing popu- 
lation on the land in hundreds. Yet the outback people are 
worth to the country twice what the inside people are worth; 
the one idea seems to be to pamper them. Why not do some- 
thing for those in the country who have for years done some- 
thing for themselves. Make reasonable railway charges and 
give them facilities. 


I would expect the railway to Boggabilla to carry all fat 
stock, &c., from up the Macintyre for 40 miles. If I am not 
mistaken, the line would be used very largely to bring in 
store stock, because drovers to-day are very dear and very 
bad, while the travelling stock reserves are sometimes hard 
to get through on account of burr. If the present method of 
dealing with the travelling stock reserves is continued it will 
mean the end of them, and store or fat stock will travel by 
rail. All stuff from Yetman, where there are 130,000 acres 
of land falling in to the Crown on 22nd January, 1925, must 
go to Boggabilla, because to go to Yelarbon, 22 miles, means 
crossing the Macintyre and Dumaresq rivers. 

400. Mr. Cameron.] How long have you resided in the 
district ?—I was bred in it. I have lived in it since 1890. 

401. Had you done any farming?—Yes, on 1 acre I 
took off twenty-eight bags of potatoes. That is good land. 

402. What do you feed your valuable stock on in dry 
times ¢@—Lucerne. 

403. Do you grow it?—Yes. I put in an irrigation plant 
which cost £2,200. 

404. You could not grow lucerne without irrigation ?— 
No, because we cannot rely on the weather. 

405. How much land do you hold?—381,000 acres. 

406. Is it the best land in the district?—No; although 
the frontages are good; 5,700 acres is the only freehold 
land I have. 

407. How far is Yetman from Boggabilla ?— Thirty-five 
miles. : 

408. Would you be prepared to let your land for intense 
culture if the railway were contsructed ?—Yes, all except 
1,200 acres. They can cut me down to 600 if they like. [I 
offered my land, except 1,200 acres, at a price, and was 
told I could not live on that area. I am prepared to take 
600 acres. I am breeding stud stock there now. 

409. Do you produce enough feed on the place for that 
stock ?—Yes, I believe I have about 170 tons put away at, 
the present time. 

410. On what area of the Crown lands in the Yetman 
district could a man make a living ’—He would want 1,500 
acres to cultivate wheat. There is a 27-inch rainfall 
there. 

411. What is the carrying capacity of that land?—A 
sheep to 3 acres, to be safe. 

412. Would 1,500 acres carry 500 sheep ?—Yes. 
farmer would cultivate from 100 to 200 acres. 

413. Would you be prepared to go in for sheep-farming 
on your property ?—Yes, if my financial position allowed 
me. 

414. Unless men like yourself are prepared to meet the 
situation by making your land available for settlement you 
are going to shut settlement out?—Yes, I admit that. 

415. Where do you get your supplies?—Everything I 
get comes from Brisbane. 

416. Is that consistent with the statement that every- 
thing goes to Sydney, and that nothing is being done for 
the country ?—For some things I have to go further. 

417. Are you served just as well in Goondiwindi as you 
are in Brisbane?—Except that when I buy in Brisbane I 
buy a bit cheaper. If hay were grown in the district we 
should not have to get it from Maitland and Tamworth. 

418. Mr. Drummond.] You have stated that there are 
large areas of good timber in the Yetman country; what 
varieties of timber are there?—Ironbark and cyprus pine. 
There is ironbark between Yetman and Texas, and there 
is more at Inglewood in Queensland. 

419. Is it good timber for milling and for sleepers ?— 
Yes, it is the narrow leaf ironbark. : 

420. Is the coal on your place of good quality ?—I have 
never had it tested. I know it burns well. 

491. Is it a continuation of the Ashford coal seam ?—It 
may be an outcrop of the Ashford seam. Outcrops occur 
the district. I am told that the Ashford coal is the 

est. 

422. What form of irrigation do you go in for?—The 
Willis spraying system. 

423. You do not adopt the flooding method ?—No, I pre- 
fer the other. It grows a better class of hay, and thorough- 
bred horses are particular about what they eat. 


The 
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§ Witnesses—G. W. Dight, M. Macdonald, A. Newlands, and K. A, Ferguson, 10 January, 1923. 


424. Is there a-~large area of lucerne land in your 
country ‘—Yes, on the flats. I conserve lucerne. 

425. What acreage of land suitable for growing lucerne 
would there be from Bonshaw to Boggabilla?—The best 
part of that land is in Queensland. On Gunyan alone 
there are 20,0U0 acres, and in New South Wales there are 
8,000 or 9,000 acres down the river. 

426. How often do you cut your lucerne under favour- 
able conditions ?—Every three weeks if I can. 

427. Would more lucerne be grown in your district 
under the share system if the line were constructed ?— 
There is no doubt about it. 

428. There are 132,000 acres of land in the Yetman dis- 
trict available for settlement. Is it good land ?—Yes. 

429. How far would that land be from the proposed 
railway ’—Thirty-five miles from Boggabilla. For years 
and years those people have been clamouring for the rail- 
way. 

430. Where is your nearest railway ?—Twenty-two miles 
away in Queensland. 

431. Why would not trade go that way’—We have to 
cross two rivers. 

432. Are there a number of soldier settlers in the vicinity 
of Yetman?—There is only one that I know of. 

433. Has the want of a railway and the bridge militated 
against settlement in the district 2—Yes, 

434. What is the value of your thoroughbred stock ?— 
have put £15,000 into them. As I sold a draft of horses 
I put money back into stud. 

435. Have you sold horses at a high price?—£500 is my 
top price. The biggest price I have refused was 2,000 
guineas for “Sydney Damsel.” I look on the construction 
of the railway as the king-pin of the district. 


Moore Macdonald, station manager for H. R. Munro, near 
Boggabilla, sworn and examined :— 


436. Mr. Mahony.] What does your station carry ?— 
Sheep and cattle. I have been there six and a half years. 
The property I am managing is 15 miles south-east from 
Boggabilla. It comprises 11,000 acres of freehold and 
5,400 acres cleared of pear and improved. The soldier 
settlement is through the centre. 

437. To what purpose are you putting your land?— 
Grazing sheep and cattle, including back country cattle. 
I have put in three crops for hay since I have been there. 
In 1915 the crop was a failure. In 1916 I put in 16 acres 
of wheat, which I cut for hay. We got 34 to 4 tons to the 
acre. In 1918 I put in another 12 acres, and got a good 
crop of hay. 

438. On which side of the proposed railway is this land? 
—On the west side, adjoining Mobbindry. 

439. Is there much land suitable for wheat-growing on 
the western side of the proposed line?—Yes, a large area. 
. 440. Is any of that district infested with prickly-pear? 
Yes, 40,000 to 50,000 acres in Mungel. 

441. Can it be got rid of ?—Yes, by closer settlement— 
by rolling it and ploughing it in. 

442. Would it be expensive to get rid of ?—It would cost 
a good deal. 

443. Is there any timber in the district suitable for 
sleepers for the railway ?—Yes, there is ironbark and box. 
There is a good deal of pine, but it is small, and a lot died 
in the 1902 drought. 

444, What is your opinion of the suggestion to swing 
the line further east. I should think it would be advan- 
tageous to swing it east to Wilby or North Star. 

445. Would that be swinging it away from your sta- 
tion’—Yes. If it went through Mobbindry it would be 
within about 3 miles of us. 

446. Are there soldier settlers in your district ?—Yes. 
They are grazing, but their land will grow wheat. There 
are two on the property. 

447, Are they making a living’—Yes, they are doing 
‘well, It is splendid wheat country. 


448, Would the railway be of assistance to the soldies 
settlers’—Yes. I have sent 1,000 bullocks a year to Syd: 
ney. Kleven thousand acres is beautiful fattening coun- 
try. ‘The rainfall in my district from 1908 to 1922, a 
period of fifteen years, was 334.28 inches. The yearly 
average rainfall for fifteen years was 22 inches 28 points. 


Alexander Newlands, grazier, near Boggabilla, sworn and 
examined :— 


449. Mr. Burke.] How far from Boggabilla is your 
holding ?—Twelve miles south. I have 2,200 acres of con- 
ditional purchase and conditional lease land, including 
520 acres of travelling stock reserve. I should say that 
one-quarter of the area would be suitable for wheat. The 
other land is heavy and not proved. 

450. Is not the prickly-pear pretty bad on the western 
side of the proposed line as far as you know the country ? 
—Yes, it is rather extensive out there. 

451. Would you say that the country generally on the 
east side of the proposed line is better than it is on the 
western side?—I would not say that it is. I think within 
a 10 miles radius of the line there would be nothing to 
choose. The pear belt extends for practically 25 miles. 

452. If the proposed line were constructed, do you think 
it would become a New South Wales railway, or would it 
be utilised to send produce into Queensland ?—No, I think 
it would be a New South Wales railway. 

453. You have to bear in mind that it is double the 
distance to Sydney that it is to Brisbane?—We seem to 
have a better market in Sydney. 

454. Not for wheat?—No. I have not grown wheat for 
grain; only for hay. 

455. Do you agree that the wheat might be diverted to 
Brisbane ?’—Most of the local wheat is sold to Warwick. 
Most of the stock traffic would go south. 

456. Would stock come across the border and travel by 
the railway to the Sydney market ?—Yes. 

457. Which would have the effect of bringing down 
prices in the Sydney market?—Yes, to some extent. But 
the Sydney market is level. It does not swing about as 
the Brisbane market does. 


Kenneth Archibald Ferguson, grazier, near Boggabilla, 
sworn and examined :— 


458. Mr. Doe.] Is your holding far from Boggabilla?— 
About 12 miles west. 

459. Have you gone in for agriculture on your holding? 
—No, practically none, except that I have grown a bit 
of hay. I have 2,560 acres 12 miles west of Boggabilla, 
and 1,708 acres on the edge of Mungle scrub, which is 
wheat land. 

460. What is a living area in the Mungle scrub for 
wheat-growing in connection with sheep?—I have never 
been an advocate of small areas, but with the railway 
the cireumstances might be different. JI have a family, 
and if the railway were constructed I should cultivate as 
much of my land as possible. 

461. How many children have you?—Four, three of 
whom are boys, the eldest being 15. There is a fair 
amount of pear on my land, which I am clearing at 
heavy expense. 

462. What is the tenure of that land?—C.P. and con- 
ditional lease. 

463. I suppose you would not be disposed to subdivide 
it?—-No; there is no occasion for me to do so. 

464. What is your opinion regarding the proposed ter- 
mints of that line?—From a national point of view I 
think it should go to Goondiwindi. 

465. What is the timber on your land in the Mungle 
serub?—Belar and brigalow, There is no timber there for 


railway purposes. re 
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466. Would the railway go through your property ?— 
No, it would be 6 or 8 miles away. 

467. How are you treating the prickly-pear?—With 
Robert’s pear poison. 

468. Is there pear on your other land?—No. 

469. How much of the 2,560 acres which you hold west 
of Boggabilla is freehold ?—None. It is C.P. and conditional 
lease. If the line were constructed I would put under 
wheat as much land as I could. Of the 2,560 acres. there 
are only odd patches suitable for agriculture. 
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Witnesses—K. A. Ferguson, 10 January, and A. Jones, 11 January, 1923. 


470. By how much would the construction of the rail- 
way increase the value of your land?—It would make it 
worth, for farming, £3 or £3 10s. an acre. 

471. Would it increase the value of your grazing land 
by £1 an acre?—Yes, I think it would. There is a man 
employed by the Queensland Government growing seed 
wheat about 20 miles from here. 

472. Is there any likelikcod of wheat grown in the 
Mungle scrub finding its way to the Queensland market ?— 
I should not think so. The market is not there. 


THURSDAY, AL WJANUARY. 1923. 
[The Committee met in the Shire Council Chamber, Moree. | 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairmay). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 
Francis Micuaret Burke, Esq. 


WiLLiaM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davip Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Camurra to Boggabilla, 


Alfred Jones, grazier and farmer, Wongabindie, near 
Pallamallawa, sworn and examined :— 


473. Chairman.| How long have you resided in this 
district ?—Forty-nine years. 

474. In what industry have you been engaged during 
that time?—Grazing and farming. 

475, Have you an intimate knowledge of the country 
to be served by the proposed railway ?Yes, I know it from 
end to end. 

476. Are you acquainted with it for 10 to 15 miles on 
each side of the proposed route?—Yes. I came to the 
district forty-nine years ago with my father. The blocks 
then were 320 acres. I got 820 acres on the river. Since 
then I have increased the area of my holding to 19,124 
acres.. Of that area I consider that I have 7,637 acres of 
ideal wheat land. If the railway comes within a radius 
of 10 miles of that land, or of any land between Camurra 
and Boggabilla, 2,000 acres would be a good living area. 
To my mind the holdings in the districts where wheat can 
be grown are too large. Twenty years ago, on the land 
J have in mind, one man was employed as a boundary rider 
at 15s. or £1 a week. At the present time that land is 
giving employment to 800 men, women, and children. 
Closer settlement is what we require. Beyond 15 to 20 
miles of the railway I am not an advocate of closer settle- 
ment, because 15 mi 


15 miles is, in my opinion, the furthest 
distance which a farmer can cart wheat profitably. We 
cannot carry our wheat further than 15 miles and make it 
pay. Over 15 miles from the railway you have to increase 
your area up to 4,000 acres. There is about 70 miles of 
wheat land between Moree and Boggabilla. In my opinion 
the route of the line, as shown on the plan, is not quite 
where it should be. I am in favour of swinging the pro- 
posed railway further east than is shown on the map. 
Some will argue that it would be a good thing to swing 
the railway further east and get away from the prickly- 
pear. I believe it would be a great pity to do so for that 
reason, because the closer you have the railway to the 
pear the quicker it will be got rid of. There is only one 
way to get rid of prickly-pear, and I have had eighteen 
years’ experience of pear country. When I took up Won- 
gabindie I had no experience of prickly-pear. I let a 
contract to a man to clear it at 2s. 6d. per acre. He had 
two or three boys working with him, and he used to come 
to town frequently. He came to me one day and said, 
“Well, boss, I cannot make this job pay.” I asked him 
why that was so, and he replied that he would have to get 
more money. I did not give him the increased price he 
wanted, and he went away. To the next man I gave 10s., 
and he remained a fortnight. To the next I gaye £1 a 


week. He stopped a fortnight also. To the men who 
followed I gave £2, and he stayed there a month. That 
was eighteen years ago, before Robertson’s pear poison 
was on the market. My system was to put on gangs of 
men with gangers over them. It cost me from £5 to £15 
an acre to get rid of the pear. The only way to get rid 
of pear is by farming the land. There are acres and 
acres of ideal farming land within the influence of the 
proposed line, which would cost only 3s. to 5s. per acre to 
put the axe into, when you can burn off the timber, and 
the -land igs ready for the plough. It would cost not 
more than £1 an acre to clear it ready for the plough. 
After ploughing the pear in and cultivating the land, in 
the third year you see the end of the pear. I maintain 
that four years’ ploughing and cultivating will get rid of 
the thickest pear, and you will get a crop every year pro- 
vided you have the rainfall. Our rainfall is from 23 to 
25 inches. Our average crop in the Pallamallawa district 
is about 7 bags to the acre, extending over three years. 
There is only a little land all the way from Moree to 
Boggabilla not suitable for wheat-growing, and that is on 
Merriwa, which is low-lying country, and from a grazing 
point of view there is nothing better. The line would 
pass through beautiful mixed farming country. There is | 
nothing better in New South Wales. It is not only a 
wheat-growing district, for the land will grow any kind 
of fodder, and also cotton, which was grown in the district 
twenty years ago. 

ATT. Is the proportion of agricultural land on your hold- 
ing characteristic of the land within the influence of the 
proposed line?—Yes, it is the same class of land. Of my 
19,000 odd acres I have 11,637 acres of wheat land. 

478. Is that a fair average for the whole of the district. 
to be served?—The general average in the district to be 
served by the proposed line would be higher than that on 
my holding. 

479. Does a man farming in this district require to 
earry stock on his land?Yes, he requires sheep to keep 
down the wheat at times. The land in the district to be 
served by the railway does not require fallowing. It will 
grow wheat without fallowing, but it requires summer 
ploughing. The proper time at which to put in your wheat 
is during April. If the sheep do not eat it off it will get 
rust and fall down. 

480. What is the carrying capacity of the land further 
than 12 or 15 miles from the proposed line?—One sheep 
to the acre. 

481. Do you breed live stock on your holding ?’—Yes, we 
both breed and fatten them. 

482, Is this a good fattening district ?—Yes. 


a. 


483. Did you hear a witness state at Boggabilla that 
2,000 acres was more than a living area in the district 
close to the railway’—Yes; if the land is worked as il 
should be a’ man could easily live on less than 2,000 
acres. 

484, Is wheat-farming carried on now along the route 
of the proposed railway ?—Yes. 

485. Where is it trucked?—Principally at Biniguy. 

486. How far would that be from the majority of the 
growers ?—About 13 miles. 


From 1s. to 1s. 6d. 


487. What do they pay for haulage? 
per bag. 

488. Do they find that a serious handicap?—Yes, it is 
bad enough, although they can grow wheat at 13 miles 
from the railway. 

489. Evidence has been given that the proposed railway 
in time of drought in New South Wales would enable 
sheepowners to find relief country in Queensland, and 
that, on the other hand, when there was a drought in 
Queensland, Queensland stock could be trucked to pas- 
tures in New South Wales?—Yes; that would be a very 
fine thing, 

490. The construction of the railway would facilitate 
that busines?—Decidedly. At present they have to go to 
Werris Creek and then north to Wallangarra to enter 
Queensland. 

491. Which is a severe handicap?—Yes, and sheep will 
not stand it. 

492. The transfer of stack is an important feature in 
connection with the proposed railway ?—Yes. 


493. The Acting Chief Draftsman of the Lands Depart- 
ment has stated: 

The total area influenced by this proposal amounts to aboat 
897,500 acres ; of this area about 426,000 acres is neavily infested 
with prickly-pear. The approximate position of its limits is 
indicated by firm white bands. 

Looking at the map, do you agree with Mr. Lockhart that 
that is an over-estimate?—Yes; I say that not one-half of 
that area is heavily infested. 

494. What are the limits of the country heavily infested 
with pear?—I should say that not more than 17,000 or 
18,600 acres is heavily infested. 

495. Would there be 426,000 acres in the whole of the 
area tinted on our map containing some pear?—You 
might find a bunch here and there. 

496. Do you regard the presence of prickly-pear as being 
a handicap to the future success of the line?—No, none at 
all. : 
497. Why do you prefer that the line should be swung 
further east?—There is more wheat land to the east than 
there is to the west. The line shown on Mr. Lockhart’s 
map runs through the centre of the wheat lands until you 
reach Boolooroo shire boundary. The line might be 
“swung east from that point, going more towards North 
Star, and in again by Merriwa. 

498. Mr. Lockhart recommends a bend being made in 
the line to get away from low country. He-is of opinion 
that it would make construction easier and enable the 
railway to face against the run of water. The other line 
practically heads through it. Would that be a good de- 
viation to make?—No, I do not think so. 

499. You would sooner the railway went straight on ?~— 
Yes. ; 

500. How close to the western side of the proposed line 
does the grazing country extend?—I should say about 7 
miles back. 

501. What is the extent of agricultural country on the 
eastern side of the line?—About:18 miles. 

502. It seems that the route as shown on the map does 
not pass through the centre of the agricultural land ?— 
That is so. 

503. Would it be advantageous to swing the line 5 
miles further east than is shown on the plan ?—Yes, 

id 
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Witness—A. Jones, 11 January, 1923, 


504. What is your opinion of the suggestion to continue 
the line to the bridge at Goondiwindi instead of ter- 
minating at Boggabilla?—I think it would be a fine 
thing to do. Queensland stock would then come right 
through. It means an extension of over 5 miles. 

505. Would the extension of the line to Goondiwindi 
give you another market in Brisbane?—I do not think we 
should want a market in Brisbane. Sydney is the better 
market. 

506. Mr. Travers.| By how much would the area of agri- 
cultural land affected be increased if the suggested de- 
viation were carried out?—You would influence consider- | 
ably more land by swinging the line 5 miles further east. 
On a conservative estimate, two-fifths of the land within 
the influence of the line is suitable for agriculture. 

507. Would 60 per cent. be on the eastern side of the 
line?’—Yes, about that. ‘hat is, if the deviation were 
earried out. 

508. What is the carrying capacity of ine grazing land? 
—One sheep to an acre. 

509. What area would a man require for purely grazing 
purposes ’—It is really according to the distance he is 
from the railway, but I should say about 4,000 acres. 

510. What has been your experience regarding wheat- 
growing?—I started farming twenty-seven years ago. 
During the last eight years I have had share-farmers on 
my place. I have five at the present time. I cultivate 
1,610 acres, and I have under preparation 250 acres more. 

511. What is your wheat yield?’—Seven bags to the acre. 

512. Where do you send your wheat?—To Sydney. 

513. What does it cost you to send wheat to the rail- 
way ?—One shilling a bag from 8 to 11 miles. 

514. How far is your property from the nearest point 
on the proposed railway ?—The railway would run through 
it. I am about 11 miles from the nearst railway. If the 
line were constructed I should try to put 6,000 acres under 
wheat. It pays me better than to grow wool. I send my 
wool to Sydney. ; 

515. What does it cost you send it to the railway ?— 
Twenty-five shillings a ton, 11 miles. 

516. Your land is roughly two-fifths agricultural?— 
Yes. 

517. Will it carry one sheep to the acre?—Yes. 

518. Is the whole of your holding prickly-pear country? 
—No, thank goodness. 

519. Mr. Doe.] Have you had your soil analysed ?—No. 

520. Do you go in for continuous cropping ?—Yes, every 
year. We do not require manure on our land. 

521. I suppose the construction of the railway would 
greatly increase the value of your land?—The increase 
would be greater on the wheat land than on the grazing 
land. 

522. Do you consider that men who already own more 
than a living area in the district would subdivide their 
land and sell out to others who require land if the railway 
were consturcted?—I think they would. 

523. Would a greater number go in for share-farming 
than would be disposed to sell to others looking for land? 
—A good many would be willing to sell at a reasonable 
rare. 

524. What timbered land do you prefer for wheat- 
growing ?—Brigalow and belar, of which there is a great 
quantity in the district through which the line would 
pass. It is good agricultural land, and it is easy to 
clear, It burns straight away. 

525. If the railway were extended to the bridge opposite 
Goondiwindi would it result in wheat being diverted from 
our own State into Queensland?—No. It would come to 
our line from the opposite side of the river. The cost of 
earriage is higher on the Queensland railways than it is 
on ours. = 

526. Mr. Drummond.] I understand you are of opinion 
that the limit to which wheat can be profitably carted to 
the railway is 15 miles; do you mean from the actual 
point of loading?—Yes; 15 miles is quite far enough to 


cart wheat. ee 
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Witnesses—-A. Jones and R. W. Makin, 11 January, 1923, 


527. Is there any difference in the cost of clearing 
belar country and wilga country’—No, it is all one 
country. If you leave wilga for three or four years it 
will burn as easily as brigalow. 

528. Midway between Boggabilla and Moree there are 
areas, on which there is practically no wilga, heavily tim- 
bererd with belar, and on the other hand there are areas 
covered with wilga’—Yes; the wilga is edible, and we 
allow it to stand for fodder. 

529. What about brigalow? 
after fire. 

530. Is country heavily timbered with brigalow as cheap 
to handle as belar country?—Yes, but belar does not 
sucker. 

531. What does it cost to clear?—About £1 per acre. 

532. What do you mean by summer ploughing ’—Once 
you take a crop off in the middle ot December you would 
start to plough in January, and in an ordinary season 
you would get a crop. 

533. Do you have a short winter here?—Yes; it is 
severe only for a few weeks. 

534. What do you think of the suggestion that the line 
should take off at Marambir?—I do not advise that. 

585. Is the black soil on your land suitable for agricul- 
ture ’—Yes. 

536. Mr. Mahony.| You have referred to 4,000 acres as 
being a living area; what stock would that carry ?—Four 
thousand gheep. 

537. Would it be necessary for a small man to have 
4,000 sheep on 4,000 acres ?—Yes. 

438. Would you be willing to cut up your land for 
closer settlement if the railway were constructed and you 
were recompensed ?—Yes. 

539. Is there any timber adjacent to the proposed rail- 
way suitable for sleepers ?—Yes. 

540. Is the pear-infested country, in your district on 
each side of the proposed railway /—Yes. 

541. Can the heavily pear-infested country be cleared ? 
—Yes, by cultivation. I have treated it that way. It cost 
roughly £1 per acre to get rid of. 

542. I understand you haye made it a paying proposi- 

tion’—Yes. The Committee yesterday saw some of the 
pear country that has been cleared. 
* 5438. Mr. Burke.] The distance to Sydney is 487 miles, 
and to Brisbane from Goondiwindi 280 miles. Is it not 
reasonable to assume that wheat from this district will 
be sent to Brisbane, considering there is a set price for 
wheat ?—Freight is higher in Queensland. I think you 
will find that our wheat would go to Sydney and to places 
along the New South Wales railway. Freight to Sydney 
ig cheaper. 

544. Would stock from this district also go to Sydney? 
—Yes. 

545. If stock from this district and from. Queensland 
all went to Sydney, then prices would come down in that 
market ?—No, they would regulate the market. 

546. Chairman.| What is the capital value of land, im- 
proved and unimproved, throughout the area within the 
influence of the proposed railway shown on the map?— 
On a freehold basis about £2 10s. improved, and unim- 
proved 28s. to 30s. per acre. There has only been one 
year out of twenty-seyen when we could not grow a crop 
for hay. I am sure that if hay were grown in this dis- 
trict for chaff there would be a regular market on the 
line, and we should not have to get it from ‘Victoria, 
South Australia, and the Riverina. 

547. Mr. A. H. E. MacDonald, Chief Inspector of Agri- 
culture, some time ago reported on the Pallamallawa land 
as follows :— 

The scil is equal or superior to any found in the North West— 
9 to 12 inches red loam with a good clay sub-soil ; is very rich in 
decayed vegetable matter or humas accumulating for centuries ; the 
dense scrub has enriched the soil by shedding its leaves. 

I was thoroughly convinced through personal examination that 
the soil in this district has a far higher capacity for retaining moist- 
ure than the soil in the Tamworth, Manilla, or Gunnedah districts. 
Its power in this respect is something extraordinary. 


Sometimes that suckers 


Do you agree with that statement?—Yes.. There was a 
competition last year set by the Royal Agricultural 
Society amongst north and north-western wheat, but only 
one farmer in our district knew about it. He won the 
prize for the best grown wheat in the north and north- 
west. 

548. Is it a fact that the clay subsoil in the Moree- 
Boggabilla district retains the moisture to an unusual 
degree in a dry season ?—Yes. 

549. Is that why you are sure of a hay crop, even though . 
you do not get grain?—Yes. 

550. What is a sheep worth to you in an average season ? 
—5s. or 8s. on an average year in and year out. 

551. So that a man with 4,000 sheep will make a very 
good living’—Yes, but men do not like starting at bed- 
rock, as they did in the old days. 


Richard Woods Makin, grazier, Alma, Pallamallawa, 
sworn and examined :— 


552. Mr. Burke.] What is the area of your holding ’— 
About 4,000 acres. | 

5524. Is it 4 or 5 miles from the proposed line, accord- 
ing to the map?—I am 25 miles from the railway at 
Biniguy. 

553. Do you consider that a large area of good coun- 
try would be served by the proposed railway ?—Yes, there 
is nothing better in the north-west, and I have a lifelong 
experience of this part of the State at wheat-growing and 
sheep. I have resided in the Pallamallawa district for 
about seven years, and my father was a successful man 
in the Inverell district. I came here in search of cheaper 
land. The Inverell land was rather over-boomed. ‘The 
land in this district is hard to beat. I run sheep and 
cattle. I like the look of this country, and I am having 
a go at it. I had a bad patch of grass seed, which is 
injurious to sheep. My land was cheap to clear. I 
ploughed it up, and have been growing wheat for eight 
years. I have about 200 acres under wheat altogether. 
My object is to combat the grass seed. I haye not had a 
failure. 

554. Would your property be enhanced in value 25 per 
cent. if the line were constructed ?—I daresay it would be. 
There is ideal wheat country on my holding. I should 
certainly cultivate the land for wheat if the railway were 
constructed. 

555. Have you deal with the prickly-pear?’—Yes, scat- 
tered pear. We generally have a few bunches to burn 
every year. : 

556. What do you know of the western side of the pro- 
posed railway?—Going west you get out of the good 
country. Where the country is not too heavily infested 
with pear it can be coped with, but it is not good policy 
to spend a lot of money in trying to get rid of the dense 
pear. My idea is to leave it to itself until a later date, 
but to hem it in. I think it is better left to itself at 
present, because there are thousands of acres of wheat 
land in the district practically free of pear except for a 
few oceasional bunches. The Mungle pear is very dense. 
By swinging the line further east you would serve a 
ereat number of settlers. My idea is to keep Mungle a 
little more to the west of the line. It is a pretty bad 
place for wild dogs, but there is good land there. Five 
miles would be far enough east to swing the line. Apart 
from the prickly-pear, I look upon this land as the most 
suited for agriculture, and it has been well tried out for 
ten years. Where it does not cost more than £2 or £38 
an acre to cope with I should say plough the pear in, and 
the land will then pay its way. 

557. If the line were constructed would you place all 
your suitable land under eiltivation ?—Yes; everyone along 
the route would do the same. 

558. It has occurred to me that the proposed line might 
develop into a Queensland line as regards traftic?—No. 
The Queensland market is not taken seriously by the 
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New South Wales farmers. I do not believe the (Queens- 
land market would prove a menace to this line. It would 
be more a benefit. Three pounds a ton is a common price 
to have wool carted 30 miles to the railway. I pay £2 a 
ton. The line would make Goondiwindi a more prosper- 
ous place, and the line would benefit thereby. 

559. Have you much timber on your holding ?—About 
1,000 acres ringbarked scrub when I went there, but I 
have burnt it out. Two-thirds of my holding is open 
country. 

560. Would the timber industry benefit by the con- 
struction of the railway?—It would pass through a lot of 
cyprus pine country, and pine is now hauled 25 miles, 
which costs about 4s. or 5s. per 100 feet. Wheat has been 
grown for ten years in this district, and the men who 
tried wheat-growing there are still at it. Farmers from 
the Wimmera district in Victoria have taken up land 
in this district, and they seem to be go satisfied that 
others are coming to it. 

561. Mr. Mahony.] What portion of the district is in- 
fested with wild dogs?—The Mungle country, but they 
are no menace. When I went there first the dogs ‘were 
a trouble, but we got rid of them. 

562. Mr. Drummond.] Do you think that trade in this 
district would gravitate into Queensland if the railway 
were constructed?—No. Queensland stock is constantly 
going to the Homebush market. You can always get rid 
of stock at Homebush when the Queensland market is 
glutted. 

563. Do many stock from this district go to Aberdeen! 
—No, I do not think so. Maitland and Flemington are 
the two chief markets for north-western stock. 

564. What is a profitable distance from the railway at 
which to grow wheat?—Up to 15 miles. I would never 
zo back to Inverell to grow wheat. This is better winter 
eountry, and is cleaner. 

565. Mr. Doe.| What is the general diameter of the 
cyprus pine along the proposed line?—The bigger pine 
has been worked out to some extent. It would be mostly 
5 inches at the small end down to 10 inches at the butt. 
There are several sawmills in the district, which the line 
would serve. tie eb 

566. How many Wimmera farmers are there in the 
district ?—T wo have been here a couple of years, and like 
the place very well. We have South Australian men who 
first went to the Inverell district and came here. They 
are some of our best farmers. 

567. Is there any timber in the district suitable for 
sleepers ?—Yes, there is some ironbark. 

568. Would the landowners object to the timber being 
eut on their property for the railway?—No, I do not 
think they would. I think they would be only tco pleased 
to make the timber available. 

569. You do not think there would be difficulty as re- 
gards the large landholders subdividing their land for 
closer settlement with the construction of the line?—No. 

570. Chairman.| What is the area of your settlement 
jease?—4,141 acres. 

571. If the proposed railway were swung a little further 
east how much of that area would you be inclined to put 
under cultivation?—300 or 400 acres. Mixed farming 
is my idea of working the land, and this district I regard 
as being ideal for mixed farming. 

572. Do you agree that the wheat land in this district 
does not require fallowing or manuring?—Yes, no manure 
is required here. Fallowing has not been tried out. They 
are just about to go in for it. The Vietorian farmers 
believe in fallowing. But the early ploughing seems to 
do the job very well. ; 

573. What is your yield?—About 54 bags to the acre. 
I think there is a very good opening for the hay and 

574. Do you think that the fat lamb industry would be 
chaff industry along the line. 
carried on within a short distance of the proposed rail- 
way ‘—Yes. 
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Wttnesses—R. W. Makin and W. E. Myring, 11 January, 1923. 


William Earp Myring, farmer and grazier, Nungaroi, 
near Pallamallawa, sworn and examined :— 


575. Mr. Mahony.| How long have you resided in the 
Pallamallawa district?—Nearly eleven years. I have 
known it since 1882. I hold 1,197 acres 4 or 5 miles 
from Gil Gil Creek, within the influence of the proposed 
railway. I have inspected 75,000 acres within a reasonable 
traffic area of the proposed line, and I am familiar with 
120,000 acres within its influence. The following is a 
list of the names of landholders, showing the area of 
holdings, and the area that would be cultivated if the 


proposed railway were constructed :— 


Naine of Holder. ilolding. Cultivated, 
Acres. Acres. 
Hi eM aCe. cis Getheminess caneiayh hea seeeve ss 4,300 1,500 
Ee AUR DY coe cese cate ee ea teoebee eee eeess 5,000 1,000 
Be Tonkin (ei). Getiweani se 1,225 800 
MEW Arrent — asset acti alatiost sae 3,200 200 
Ds ERI Ye se seasuciaes StSeeR eb nbs cod sondes 2,860 800 
ay, CPUICK BIT K atocsats Cisetite race bette 2,370 100 
J. M, Gravekshank iisie ties Bi505. ° | | tieeeagte 
Aytl Be Thompson istics tei stetite ss 4,220 3C0 
Wee Be Myting Fits catidiisisieasiins 1,199 400 
Me ASUtlEr so ee et cane cok teh et caeen as aliees : 40GO- =) shekices 
BP. AL Houreson 105s cis is ee Gee Tih Agee 
Ay Gf Delinileb :. 5 (thst. 2 seas 2,998 1,000 
WeaGi THoureson i aicikiiiess. as 3,761 Se 
als He MeDonald — si iit stdeie ites shies 2,840 700 
SPIRE oy 9 OS a so es 1,269 400 
He Leverge -. ii aticickelieetsdsassitecs 2,760 700 
Winipht Hstate: Sit. ss.ciceaaceorentocuss 2,6u0 600 
Oe s Butler Gets. sease ese eecaatanks 1,800 300 
Jz Compan sikisscetisasbanstasecontaware tet 2,086 200 
i pe oleh lige bean tah try saan ig Ps hace A016 2 Fo ose 
De Hickey itirtitie 18 aeaTeRAGEE LASS 2,096 390 
ati Bs Kemp beh tee ail 25266 100 
BGs. Wg, MGR iia 55405 Cecadetiiate tebahcatteds 4,000 200 
MITR WOTAVON soeceesckvrs cots treuuersaaaes 2,409 70 
Von Drehnen Bros. .......0 ..c.c...s 00 15,000 , 1,800 
AL Pe Welnraii thie eee eae aeei ae: 5,700 2,000 
Kelston state ....isiici iad 4,500 300 
Wi doha Shell ee cbt eee gull! 1,450 300 
S BUINE weet eect er 2,100 400 
D; Hetéren Wer eicet Bir eee 2,015 400 
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576. What proportion of that land is suitable for agri- 
culture?*—With the exception of one or two holdings, fully 
60 to 75 per cent. is agricultural land. 

577. Is there much difference in the soil on the western 


side of the proposed railway and on the eastern side?’— 
West of the proposed line you drop into heavy black soil, 
open plain, and myall country. It is grazing land. There 
is some agricultural land there, but it is isolated. 

578. What proportion of that country within 12 miles 
of the proposed route is suitable for agriculture ?—Taking 
a line from Pallamallawa, about 16 miles, 60 to 75 per 
cent. of the land is agricultural, and I should say that of 
the heavier land on Croppa and Yallaroi Creeks fully 75 
per cent. is agricultural. 

579. Is most of the agricultural land in the district to 
the east of the proposed railway?—Taking North Star 
as the centre, there would be 24 miles of agricultural 
land going eastward. I would deviate the line further 
east to run close to North Star. Twenty thousand acres 
held by Messrs. White Bros. contains a lot of agricultural 
land. 

580. What is a fair living area for farming in the dis- 
trict?—1,500 acres. As a mixed farming proposition 
2,000 acres. ‘ h 

581. Is a large proportion of the district thickly infested 
with prickly-pear ?—I think the area so infested has been 
over-estimated. There is a little scattered pear east of 
North Star. Westward there would not be more than 
60,000 acres of dense pear country within the area to be 
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served by the line. The pear can be got rid of by drag- 
ging logs over it and ploughing the land with the dise 
plough. 

582. What would it cost per acre?—It would vary from 
£1 to £2 10s. 

583. Is there any timber in the district suitable for rail- 
way purposes?’—I do not know of any near. 

584. Would the proposed railway, if constructed, have 
to compete with the railway on the Queensland side?— 
Probably it would to some extent, but it is a matter of 
freight. 

585. What wheat has been grown in this district ?@— 
Our records show an average of 21 bushels, but when the 
war broke out things were neglected. I believe there is 
no better land for wheat in New South Wales than our 
belar country. One strong point in favour of our sub- 
soil is its retentive nature. I have grown wheat at 
Canowindra, Goolagong, and Eugowra, and I know the 
Tamworth district, and I believe that the belar country 
in this district is better wheat land than any of that. It 
is some of the finest wheat land in the State, and much 
of our land is suitable for crops besides wheat.’ Mr. Mac- 
donald has grown some lucerne from seed that I gave 
him. There seems to be enough moisture in the subsoil 
to keep the plants alive from rain to rain. Our belar 
country is the safest for stock in the Moree district, being 
of a light nature, it responds to a light rainfall where 
heavier soil requires 3 inches.. On our belar land crops 
respond after 60 or 70) points of rain. The heavier black 
soils, although they will carry more stock in a good time, 
go out quicker in dry times. 

586. Mr. Doe.] The general opinion of witnesses seems 
to be that about six-tenths of the land along the line is 
suitable for agriculture?—I should say more. 

587. What was the depth of the soil in which lucerne 
was grown ?—It varies in depth up to 12 inches. We have 
10 or 20 feet of subsoil in places with friable clay under- 
neath. 

588. It has been said that the humus put into the soil 
by the pear leaf greatly benefits the land and helps it in 
time of drought?—There is no doubt about it. 

589. I noticed while travelling along the route of the 
proposed tramway that where pear was being burnt it 
yields a great deal of ash in proportion to its bulk ?—I 
think the pear plant contains 80 or 90 per cent. moisture, 
and the proportion of ash would be small. 

590. Has an analysis been made of the percentage of 
potash in the soil?—No. 

591. Mr. Travers.] What is the total area of your hold- 
ing ?—2,500 acres, of which about 1,197 acres is wheat 
land. IJ should be disappointed if the land in this district 
does not yield a higher wheat crop than the land around 
Goolagong and Eugowra. 
district seems to give as good results as the long winter 
fallow practised in other parts. You have to sow the right 
variety of seed, and if you do that you will get a good crop. 

592. Why have you not put your wheat land under cul- 
tivation?—I am too far from the railway. I am about 
22 miles away. I am 5 or 6 miles from the proposed line. 

593. About 45 per cent. of your land would be suitable 
for wheat; is that a fair percentage of the agricultural 
land in the vicinity of your holding?—No. As regards 
the land a few miles north of my place, it is greater. My 
land is mostly alluvial flats. I should say fully 60 per 
cent. of the land in the vicinity of Pallamallawa is agricul- 
tural land. 

594. Would the greater proportion of that land be on 
the eastern side of the proposed route?—Yes. There is a 
little scattered pear on my land. I feel sure that many 
men would come to this district and go in for agriculture 
if the railway were constructed. 

..595. As regards wheat-growing in this district, have 
you noticed any deterioration in the quality of the yield 
due to continuous cropping ?—No. 

596. You see no necessity for the use of manure?—No; 
it will be many years before manure will be required in 
this district. 
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A short summer fallow in this- 


John Thomas Maunder, farmer, near Pallamallawa, 
sworn and examined :— 


597. Mr. Drummond.| Have you resided long in the 
Pallamallawa district?—Nine years. I have 1,020 acres, 
and have grown wheat successfully. I am 11 miles from 
the railway. 

598. Do you attribute your success at wheat-growing to 
the fact that you are within a reasonable distance of the 
railway ?—No, to the quality of the land. 

599. What do you pay to transport your wheat to the 
railway ?—l1ld. per bag. I have grown wheat regularly 
for ten years. My place is about 3 miles north of Palla- 
mallawa. I am about 20 miles from the proposed railway. 
I believe it would be better to swing the proposed railway 
further east from both ends. The land on the western 
side of the proposed route is not so suitable for wheat. It 
is far too heavy. 

600. Is the land along the route of the proposed railway 
as good as yours on an average?—I think it is better. 

601. Do you use any fertiliser ?—No. 

602. I understand that you know the Tamworth dis- 
trict. How does that land compare with the wheat lands 
along the route of the proposed railway ’—The Tamworth 
land is not to be compared with the farming land in this 
district. ” 

603. What has been your average yield during the nine 
years you have grown wheat in this district?—About 18 
bushels. 

604. You secured the prize given by the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society for wheat grown in the north-west ’—Yes, 
for the best 50 acres grown, judged on points, in the north 
and north-west from Scone up. If more farmers had 
entered for the competition they would have secured more 
prizes. Mine was a 100-acre paddock. 

605. Where do you sell your wheat?—In Sydney mainly. 

606. Where is the nearest mill?—At Inverell and at 
Narrabri. 

607. Do they buy from the Pallamallawa district ?— 
Yes, at times. 

G08. Do you consider that if the line were constructed 
there would be a tendency for wheat to go to Queensland? 
—No, not at all. 

609. How do yeu get rid of the prickly-pear ?/—By rolling 
it and by ploughing it in. 

610. Do you graze any sheep ?—300 or 400. 

611. How much of your 1,000 acres was heavily infested 
with pear when you took it up?—About 600 acres. I 
have 150 acres of it left. 

612. What does it cost to clear the land?—The cost 
varies. It cost me from £1 to £5 an.care. A man starting 
on the land in this district would want some land not in- 
fested with pear. 

613. What crops besides wheat can you grow ?—Maize 
does well in an average year, and it is ideal country for 


cotton. 


614. Mr. Mahony.| Does the district grow good quality 
wheat ?’—Yes. Last year I got second prize at the Sydney 
Show for 674 lbs. to the bushel. 

615. Chairman.] Is it a hard milling wheat?—Yes. 

616. Mr. Doe.] Are you getting as good crops off your 
land now as you did a few years ago?—Yes, just as good. 

617. You said it cost you up to £5 an acre to clear your 
land. Does that include pear and timber ’?—Yes. 

618. Chairman.] Do you think that close to the railway 
dairying could be carried on in this distriet?—Un- 
doubtedly. 


Francis Houston, grazier, Myalla, near Warialda, sworn 
and examined :— 


619. Chatrman.] I understand that you have an alterna- 
tive line to suggest’—Yes, starting from Warialda and 
going to Boggabilla in the vicinity of the existing sur- 
yey. Such a line would open up more arable land. East 


of the route of the proposed railway the land is more suit- 
able for agriculture. Sixty-five per cent of arable land 
could be opened up for settlement on each side of a line 
from Warialda. 

620. Mr. Doe.] Along the route of the proposed railway 
about six-tenths of the land on the east side and about 
four-tenths on the west side is said to be suitable for 
agriculture, and it is suggested that the line should be 
swung further east. If the railway were started from 
Warialda, how much additional agricultural land would 
be served?—I should say 25 per cent, It extends from 
Warialda through Gunyerwaraldi. 

621. How much land have you?—Just under 3,000 acres, 
about one-third of which is arable land. My place is 15 
miles from the railway. 

622. Do you find that far enough to cart wheat ?—Quite. 
On that property I am grazing. 2 

623. What is your opinion of the Warialda and Bogga- 
billa lands for wheat-growing?—It is good wheat land, 
and I have known good crops to be grown in the vicinity 
of the line I suggest. 

624. What would be the length of your line?—Between 
SO and 90 miles. 

625. What do you consider is a reasonable living area 
in the district with the railway ?—About 1,000 acres,’ at 
mixed farming. 

626. Are there any large estates along the route of the 
line you suggets?—Yes, going north there are Gun- 
yerwaraldi, Croppa, Yallaroi, Mobbindry, and Gounama. 

627. Will much of that land fall into the hands of the 
Crown?—The greater part of that land is freehold. 

628. Would it be necessary for the Government to 
impose a proclamation on the land to ensure proper sub- 
division, supposing the line were constructed?—I think 
that might be necessary. 

629. If a line were constructed from Warialda to Bogga- 
billa, by how much would the wheat and grazing lands 
within its influence be increased in value?—It would 
probably add £2 an acre to the wheat land and from 15s. 
to £1 to the grazing land. 

630. Are you connected with any shire?—I am a mem- 
ber of the Yallaroi Shire Council. : 

631. In the event of the Government not constructing 
the line, is there any possibility of the shire councils 
carrying out the work under the Local Government Act? 
~—No, that is a very remote possibility. 

632. What is your experience of the district between 
Warialda and Boggabilla?—I believe fodder could be sue- 
cessfully grown there if there were facilities for getting 
it to market. 

633. Would there be a good deal of hay grown for chaff ? 
—Yes, a considerable quantity. 

634. Is there land there suitable for lucerne?—Yes, T 
believe some grow lucerne. ‘Towards Yetman there is 
timber suitable for sleepers. 

635. Do you know of any coal deposits in the district ?— 
Yes, at Ashford, about 30 miles from the route of the 
line I suggest. It is a large seam, and has been worked, 
and it is said to be good coal. 

636. Have you any pear on your place?—No. As you 
go east the tendency is for the rainfall to become better. 

637. Chairman.] How far is Warialda from Moree?— 
About 49 miles. 

638. As the distance from Warialda to Boggabilla is 
about 85 miles, to go from Boggabilla to Moree would 
necessitate travelling about 134 miles. Where do you 
expect to find a market for your produce?—I should ex- 
pect to eventually ship it to the coast. There would be 
25 per cent. more arable land on the Warialda-Boggabilla 
route than there is on the Camurra-Boggabilla line. 

639. What would be the percentage of arable land along 
the route of the railway you suggest from Warialda to 
Boggabilla, say 12 miles on each side?—65 per cent. 

640. The length of the proposed railway is 67 miles, the 
estimated cost being £359,000. The interest on cost of 
construction and working expenses amounts to £37,000, 
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and the estimated annual revenue is £28,000, which leaves 
a difference of £9,000. Do you think the line you suggest 
would prove as good financially as that?—Yes, I think so, 
because there would be more production. 

641. Would a line from Warialda pass through any 
comparatively rough country?—No. So far as I know 
the country, there is very little arable land west of the 
proposed line. 

642. Are not a number of residents in the Warialda 
district in favour of a line from Warialda to Bengalla?— 
I have not heard about it. 

643. Would any portion of the district be served by a 
line from Warialda to Boggabilla, swung further east 
than is shown on the plan, not be served by the proposed 
line swung further east?+If it were swung further east 
it would bring a small portion of the land I have in mind 
within the influence of the railway. 

644. Mr. Travers.| Why do you suggest Boggabilla as 
the objective of a line from Warialda?—In my opinion 
it is necessary to connect Boggabilla with the railway sys- 
tem rather than Bengalla. 

645. Have not the people of Warialda agitated for 
years for a line in the vicinity of Yetman?—Yes, the sur- 
vey goes there. 

646. Is there any Crown land in the vicinity of the 
line you suggest?—Yes, there are considerable areas of 
improvement leases which will soon fall in. From an 
agricultural point of view a line from Warialda to Bogga- 
billa is a better jproposition. The other line passes 
through mostly grazing land. 

647. It has been stated in evidence that 60 per cent. of 
the land along the proposed route from Camurra to 
Boggabilla is suitable for agriculture?—I do not agree 
with that estimate. 

648. Mr. Drummond.] At what junction point would the 
line you suggest meet the proposed line at Boggabilla; 
would it be at North Star?—No, not so far west. 

649. What is the land like between Warialda and Bogga- 
billa?—There is a large percentage of light red soil. 

650. Would most of it be at the Warialda end ?—There 


‘is a considerable portion at the Boggabilla end. 


651. What is the size of the holdings out there?—Some 
from 30,000 to 60,000 acres. 

652. Is there a market towards the coast for produce 
grown in this district?—Only a limited one at present. 

653. Is farming being successfully carried on in the 
Warialda district 2—Yes. 

654. Is there any lucerne land there?—I am led to 
believe there is. I have seen it growing in places. 


John Lanagan, stock and station agent, Warialda, sworn 
and examined :— 


655. Mr. Travers.| You have resided in the north- 
western district for many years?—About fifty years. 

656. Do you recommend the construction of a railway 
from Warialda to Boggabilla?—Yes. It would open up 
a greater percentage of good agricultural and grazing 
land. I have been over the whole of the country from 
Camurra to Boggabilla, but not for many years. The 
Gunyerwaraldi, Yallaroi, and Gounama land is some of 
the best. A railway from Warialda to Boggabillla would 
open up a large area of agricultural and grazing land. 

657. Mr. Doe.] What is the timber in the Yallaroi and 
Gunyerwaraldi districts?—There is some ironbark out 
there, and near Warialda there is also some ironbark. 
On the larger estates I have mentioned there is box, 
myall, and a little belar and apple tree. The best: wheat 
land in the Warialda district is the red ironbark country. 
At Warialda we have been farming for many years on 
the red ironbark lands, the yield being 18 to 20 bushels 
to the acre, which is fairly good in any elass of soil. 

658. Mr. Drummond.| Would the large landholders be 
willing to subdivide for closer settlement if the line you 
suggest were built?—As regards Gunyerwaraldi, I believe 
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Messrs. McKay are willing to subdivide the whole of the 
red soil country on one part of their property if the rail- 
way is constructed. 


659. What is the value of grazing land there?—From 
£2 to £2 10s. freehold. The railway should increase the 
value of the agricultural land from 30s. to £2 per acre. 


John Archibald Macgregor, stock and station agent, 
Warialda, sworn and examined :— 


660. Mr. Travers.| Will you give the Committee your 
views regarding the proposed railway?—I am in favour 
of a line to connect with Boggabilla east of the pro- 
posed route. The rainfall along the line from Warialda 
is approxibately 6 inches greater than it is along the 
route from Camurra to Boggabilla. A line from Warialda 
would pass through a larger area suitable for closer settle- 
ment for 12 miles on each side. 


661. I understand that the route of the line you suggest 
is from Warialda through Yetman and on to Boggabilla? 
—I suggest that it go 8 or 10 miles west of Yetman and 
then on to Boggabilla. On Yetman and Blue Nobby 
there are some 90,000 acres of improvement leases suit- 
able for closer settlement which will fall in during the 
next three or five years. Certainly half of that land is 
suitable for wheat-growing. I do not consider any of it 
is suitable for lucerne except a few small patches on the 
ereek flats, nor do I consider that it is suited to dairy- 
ing. But it is suitable for mixed farming in blocks of 
1,000 to 1,400 acres. 


- 662. Why do you suggest going 10 miles west of Yet- 
man and then turning west to Boggabilla?—The line 
would pass through country with a better rainfall and 
more suited for closer settlement. At East Yetman there 
is an immense quantity of ironbark and pine timber, 
possibly. the best in the north-western part of the State. 
There are also indications of heavy coal seams 3 or 4 
miles from the township of Yetman, which well-sinkers 
are assured denotes the presence of coal in large quan- 
tities. There are some large areas of alienated land that 
might be expensive to acquire, ‘but then we come on to 
Blue Nobby, comprising improvement leases. On one 
place 26 miles from Warialda wheat was successfully 
grown on about 400 acres. We chose Boggabilla instead 
of Bengalla as the terminus because if you go to Ben- 
galla it would be necessary to bridge the McIntyre River 
near Yetman. Twenty miles north of Warialda the 
country shows no engineering difficulties. 


663. What is the letgth of your line?—About 84 miles. 


664.. The length of the proposed line is 67 miles.. Your 
line would mean longer haulage to’ Sydney ?—I do not 
consider that, because there will some day be railway 
connection between Inverell and Glen Innes. The east- 
ern line would pass through country with a better rainfall, 
and better climatic conditions would show better results. 
The link from Glen Innes to Inverell is the first step 
towards decentralisation. 


665. Mr. Drummond.] If the line you suggest were 
constructed would fat stock and wheat be sent in that 
direction ?—Yes, they would go the shorter route. 


666. Have you in mind that an export trade to the 
coast would be developed?—Yes, eventually. 


667. If the proposed line or the line you suggest were 
constructed do you think trade would gravitate to Bris- 
bane rather than to the New South Wales coast ?—It 
would gravitate to the main northern line in New South 


Wales. 


668. If the line were constructed, the distance from 
Boggabilla to Sydney would be over 500 miles, and to 
Neweastle at least 400 miles, while to Brisbane the dis- 
tance is only 283 miles. Would not trade go to Brisbane 
rather than to Sydney or Newcastle?—Not under present 
conditions. The southern markets are more attractive. 


669. As a fat” stock salesnian, can you say whether 


cattle from the Boggabilla and Bengalla districts go to the 


fat stock markets in, Queensland?—No. very little goes 
there. 

670. Does stock come this way fram Queensland ?— 
Yes, because there are better markets in New South 
Wales. 

671. Apart from Brisbane, where is the nearest ship- 
ping centre?—At Maryborough and Port Gladstone. 

672. I take it you are of opinion that the land between 
Warialda and Boggabilla is better than that between 
Camurra and Boggabilla’—Yes, it is better for closer 
settlement. I consider there is a larger area of land from 
Warialda to Boggabilla suitable for wheat-growing than 
there is further west along the route of the proposed rail- 
way. 


Thomas Gilmore Cosh, farmer and grazier, The Wattles, 
Rob Roy, sworn and examined :— 


678. Chairman.| You are a-farmer having South Aw 
tralian experience?—Yes, and I was born on the land. 
I have been in this district seventeen years. I came from 
South Australia. I have seen no land-to compare with 
the country 12 miles on each side of the proposed rail: 
way. During the last three years we have averaged from 
23 to 24 bushels without fallowing, only a short fallow. 
I feel satisfied if fallowing is practised in this district 
that, with a few croppings, there is nothing to equal this 
land for wheat in any of the States. I never heard of 
24 bushels being taken off new land in South Australia 
or Victoria. I averaged 28 bushels the year before last on 
340. acres. F 

674. What area have you?—I have no land of my own, 
but my boys have 1,500 acres. 

675. Mr. Doe.] Do you get much red rust here?—We 


Pete not had as much in fifteen years as ever we had ini 


South Australia. We have a little black rust. 

676. There seems to be an idea extant in this district 
that summer fallow soon after a crop is taken off ig suffi- 
cient to get the best results. Do you think it. would be 
better to work a winter fallow there?~—I do certainly. 
‘You would keep the rubbish down and have your land 
cleaner, although the summer fallow is certainly a benefit. 
In South Australia farmers say it is better to fallow 
your land than manure it. : 

677. What is a reasonable living area for farming in this 
district ?—From 1,500 to 2,000 acres would provide a good 
living area. 

678. What are the possibilities of dairying being carried 
on in the district near the proposed railway ?—If you could 
milk with your own family it would have good prospects; 
but I think labour troubles would be against it. 

679. Do you think the cow would yield as well in this 
district as in some of our dairying districts t—No, IT would 
not recommend it. I think wheat-grow ing would be more 
profitable here. 

680. Mr. Drummond.] Do you find that the cost of 
cultivating the land in this district is heavy?—No. My 
son is working twelve horses aud a 12-furrow dise plough, 
and can plough 10 aeres a day. 


681. What was your experience in the Inverell dis- 
trict ’—The soil around Inverell is sticky, and you cannot 
work the dise plough when the soil is wet. 


_ 632. Is there any pear on your. property ?—There are a 
few seattered bunches. 

633. What will be the result if the nates railway 
is not constructed ’—It will prove a big loss to the State, 
and the people here will be discouseced.. 

684. How far are the farmers at Tunecooey from the 
railway ’—Thirty odd miles. 

685. Can they profitably carry produce that actancat 
No, not unless they are assured a good price. I have carted 
2,000 bags with one team 12 miles every day. If you are 
15 miles from the railway you can do it in a day, but you 
eannot do it every day. 
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686. Will the country lightly infested with prickly-pear, 
if not cultivated, become thickly infested ?—Yes. 

687. Is the land along the route of the proposed railway 
generally as good as that which you are farming ?—Yes. 
I think some of it is better. From 1,500 to 2,000 acres 
would provide a living area on land as good as my boys’ 


land. 


ea | 


688. What is your opinion of the suggestion that the 
line should go off at Marambir instead of at Camurra?— 
I do not think it is advisable. For one thing there would 
be a river to cross. 

689. Do you favour the proposed route?—I think it 
should go further east. It would pass through better land 
for settlement. 


FRIDAY, 12 JANUARY, 1923, 


(Tne Committee met at the Shire Council Chamber, Moree. | 


Present — 
The Hon, W. T. DICK (Ciaran). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosperr Manony., 
Francois Micuarent Burke, Esq, 


WILLIAM CAmeEron, Esq. 
Brian James Dog, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Camurra to Boggabilla. 


John Hubert Macdonald, farmer and grazier, Bonny 
Doon, Ashley, sworn and examined :— 


--690. Chairman.} Do you appear before the Commit- 
tee in a representative capacity?—Yes, I represent the 
Taloona Railway League, and have inspected the country 
on their behalf. In that respect I have prepared the fol- 
lowing statement :-— 


Before coming to Ashley I was fifteen years farming at 
Gunnedah, and had experience of several different soils 
there. I went to Ashley in 1915 on the advice of my brother, 
the Chief Inspector of Agriculture, who described that 
country to me as first class farming land. I have been wheat 
growing on Tuncooey since 1916. I was not too keen on the 
district for wheat at the start, but having the advice of my 
brother, who had previously inspected the land, I decided 
to give it a trial, and wheat growing here since then has been 
very satistactory. Since I started wheat growing at Tun- 
cooey, in 1916, I have not had had a failure until last season. 
During those years, 1918 and 1919, being drought years, I did 
not go in much for grain, as, being so far from the rail, it’ 
did not pay me while the price of wheat was low. Only when 
the price of wheat is high can it be successfully grown at 
such a distance as we are from rail. As to the failure here 
last season, it is only fair to the land to explain how it came 
about. Owing to the high cost of carting wheat to the rail, 
I had to put my own teams on the road, so as to reduce the 
cost of carting. It would have taken all the profit from the 
crop Pad I paid for all the wheat carted. Previous to the 
teams starting on the road, we had good rains in January, 
and while waiting for the roads to dry 1 started ploughing. 
The early-ploughed land in January, after the good rain, 
produced a seven-bag crop, while the land ploughed in March 
was a complete failure. It proves that a farmer cannot draw 
his wheat a long distance and do his farming land justice. 
Only this last three seasons have I gone in for grain to any 
extent. Previously the crops have always been used to feed 
off fat lambs, from which I have had splendid results, 
especially during the drought years 1918 and 1919. This 
land has proved very good for wheat, and I believe the 
country along the proposed railway line, including Mungle 
Serub, is equally good. This country is far superior to any 
wheat land on the Liverpool Plains, and I have seen nearly 
all the principal wheat lands in the north-west. My opinion 
of this district is borne out by the Chief Inspector of Agricul- 
ture, who has expressed the opinion that the land right on 
through Mungle Scrub is far superior to any wheat land on 
the Liverpool Plains. ‘The main feature of our soil is its 
retentive character, the crops being able to withstand dry 
spells during the growing period. I have had on more thau 
one occasion wheat come up, and go right through till 
October, growing to 4 feet on 140 points of rain. On the land 
to be opened up, I should say mixed farming will be very 
successful. With good farming methods, such as summer 
fallow, conservation of moisture, and the right varieties of 
wheat, there will be no failures... The pear land can be 
reclaimed by farming at a much cheaper rate by crushing and 
ploughing, and later, by burning the stubble The cost of 
clearing the pear will be met by the crops obtained. 


~ 691. Did using your teams on the road prevent you 
from cultivating the land?—Yes. We had 7 inches of 
rain from December to the middle of January. The road 
is practically all black, and while I waited for the road to 


dry I had 1,200 bags stacked in the paddock. I started 
to plough until the roads were dry, and then J had ‘to 
leave the farm and draw wheat to Moree, 27 miles. When 
IT went back to the land six or seven weeks later the mois- 
ture had evaporated. The land was ploughed in March. 
That. which was ploughed when the moisture was in the. 
soil produced a seven-bag crop. 

692. Where is your nearest railway station ?—At 
Camurra. There is no weighbridge there, so we do not 
recognise it. I have 19 or 20 miles to go. 

693. Is the bulk of the land in the Tuncooey district 
black soil?—-No; the roads are on black, soil. The land: 
varies a good deal. I have 2,840 acres, of which 300 or 400 
acres is black soil. The other I would call a dark choco-- 
late soil. g 

694. How many settlers are there about Tuncooey?— 
About fourteen. 

695. Are they making a “do” of it out there?—As far 
as I can see, it is a mere existence without the railway. 
The wheat belt on the western side extends west for 20 
miles from the country boundary practically in an un- 
broken line. 

696. Would the proposed line serve the Tuncooey settlers. 
for wheat-growing?—It would be a big help» to them. 

697. With the railway area would be necessary in your 
district for a mixed tarm?—A man would require con- 
siderably more than 1,000 acres. With the railway the- 
greater portion of the Tuncooey land would be put under 
wheat. 

698. Could a man with 1,460 acres there- put 500 acres 
under wheat ?—Yes. } 

699. Then he would practically go out of sheep ?—Yes, 
I consider the landi is more suitable for wheat-growing 
than for sheep. Wheat pays better than sheep on small 
areas. Since I have been in the district I have allowed 
sheep to feed off my crops. 

700. What does it cost you to cart your wheat to Moree? 
—-I have paid as much as 2s. 6d. per bag—on an average 
about 2s. 3d. In 1920 I averaged 23 bushels. My highest. 
yield has been 33 bushels. 

701. What variety of wheat did you grow?’—Florence 
in 1921, when I averaged 21 bushels. The highest yield’ 
was 40 bushels. Had the crop not been knocked about it 
would have yielded more. 

702. Do you consider that this district, from a wheat- 
growing standpoint, can hold its own with any district in 
the north-west ?—Yes, I think it is far superior. 

703. Is there any prickly-pear in your district ’—Yes. 
When Ff came to the district the land was badly infested 
with pear. The only way to cope with pear is by closer 
settlement. The country on the eastern side of the county 
boundary is first class for wheat, with the exception of a 
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little broken Jand on Gil Gil Creek. There is practically 
an unbroken belt of wheat country right through varying 
in width from 7 to 11 miles. 

704. The majority of the witnesses have expressed the 
opinion that the proposed line does not go far enough 
east?—I would say that it goes too far east. ‘There are 
76,000 acres on the western side of the proposed line, all 
wheat country. The wheat land practically ceases 7 miles 
east of the county boundary. As the line goes north it 
widens out to about 11 miles on the eastern side, and on 
the western side it extends for about 20 miles. 

705. What is the carrying capacity of the country im- 
proved ?—A sheep to 14 acre is sufficient. 

706. Would you say that 1,460 acres is not enough land 
for mixed farming in the Tunecooey district?—No, I 
skould say about 2,000 acres. For grazing you would want 
eonsiderably more—probably 3,500. Last year I had 350 
arcres under crop, and this year J] am preparing another 
100 acres. J have been increasing my area each year. If 
the railway were within 12 miles of my place I would go 
in for farming on a large scale. 

707. What proportion of the total area on both sides 
of the line, as far as you know it, would be suitable for 
agriculture and mixed farming ?—I have allowed for 75 
per cent. on the western side and 90 per cent. on the 
eastern side. 

708. We have evidence that fallowing is unnecessary 
here?—I do not agree with that opinion. That is court- 
ing failure. You should summer fallow every season. 

709. You do not agree with the evidence that the land 
in this district has been successfully cultivated continu- 
ously without fallowing?—No, I believe in fallowing to 
get the best results. I always did. It will pay you ten 
times over. Farming is out of the question if you do not 
fallow properly. 

710. How far west do you think the railway should go? 
—I suggest that itishould run along the Yallaroi-road. It 
would mean taking it about 3 miles further west. The 
proposed line is too near the Binigi line, and the people 
would be served twice. I have cropped the same land for 
seven years, and my land is just as good as when I started. 
I believe this land as it is worked becomes better. 

711. Mr. Doe.] Have you had your soil analysed ?—No. 

712. Have you done any winter fallowing?’—Winter fal- 
lowing means that you lose the use of your cultivation 
area for twelve months. In the country that I speak of 
the soil is so rich that it does not require,it. We get the 
monsoonal rains from December to February. 

718. Are there any wheat diseases in the district ?—I 
believe it is clean country. We have some-rust and a 
little foot rot. If you use the right variety of: seed you 
escape disease. 

714. What has been the cost of producing a bushel of 
wheat on your holding’—For a 15-bushel crop—plough- 
ing, 8s. per acre; two harrowings, Is. 6d.; cultivating, 2s.; 
drilling, 1s. 6d.; seed wheat, 4s. 6d. (it is more now); 
pickling, 3d.; havesting, 6s.; five bags, 5s.; bag-sewing, 
8d.; cartage to rail (depends on the distance), 8s. 4d. for 
five bags; carriage on rail, 6d. Total, £1 18s. 3d. 

715. What would be the cost of clearing on your place? 
—5s. per acre. My timber was belar, sandalwood, and a 
little box. Originally that district was pretty well all 
belar forest. When it dies it falls to the ground, and all 
you have to do is to put a match to it . My belar country 
was rung when I got it. 

716. What timber, in your opinion, indicates the best 
class of soil?—Belar, provided the land has drainage. 
Belar country, if it were flat, would be unsuitable for 
wheat because the water would lie on it. It is better to 
be on the slope. Brigalow country is also good for wheat. 

717. You have used no manure?—No, My country is 
too rich. 

718. By how much would the railway increase the value 
of your land?—I suppose the agricultural land by 10s. an 
acre, and the grazing land less in proportion. 


\. 
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719. Can you give the Committee some idea of what 
landholders are likely to claim as compensation for their 
land where the railway passes through?—I do not think 
they would ask so much. They want the railway to run 
through to Boggabilla. I believe they will give the Gov-+ 
ernment every assistance to get the line through. 

720. What are the possibilities of a fodder trade being 
built up in the district?—There is a big opening. The 
country is well suited for the growth of fodder. It is 
country in which you can make any ensilage. 

721. Is there any timber suitable for sleepers along the 
route of the line?—Not in our district, which is pretty 
well all open country. 

722. Mr. Burke.] You have stated that rust can be 
avoided if the right kind of wheat is sown. What wheat 
would you recommend?—Warren is a particularly good 
rust-resister, as also are Florence, Clarendon, and Bow- 
man. J have sown Florence and Warren, which seem to 
suit the district very well. | 

723. Is wheat carried at a flat rate to Sydney ?—I think 
so. bas 

724, If the proposed railway were constructed Sydney 
would be about 500 miles from Boggabilla, while Brisbane 
is about 280 miles from Goondiwindi, so that it would be 
cheaper to send wheat to Brisbane. Would you send wheat 
there?—No. Our wheat goes to Narrabri. Some day it 
will be milled in Moree. 

725. Mr. Mahony.| Was your land heavily infested with 
prickly-pear ’—Yes. 

726. Did it cost you more than the value of the land to 
clear the pear ?—No. 

727, Mr. Drummond.] What would induce a man to 
take up heavily-infested pear land?—I believe if the rail- 
way went through it would be taken up for farming. 

798. If the whole of a man’s area were heavily infested 

and the railway went through the land, could he make a 
“do” of it?—It would depend on his circumstances. A 
man with small capital could do it. He would require 
some means of livelihood while he was clearing the 
prickly-pear land. 
- 729, Would he have a better chance of pulling through 
if he were given a certain area of clean land as well?— 
Yes, because his clean land would produce while he was 
clearing the pear land. 

730. Why is it necessary that a: man in your districé 
should hold 1,500 to 2,000 acres, if the land grows wheat 
so successfully?’—You get bad seasons. He would want 
something in the good years to make up for the bad ones. 
Pear country is practically of no use for sheep. 

731. I take it that if the line were swung 6 miles to the 
east you would be 20 miles away ?—Yes. 

732. In the official statement of the Under Secretary 
for Public Works, read to the Committee at the opening 
of the inquiry, there is the following paragraph: 

It should be mentioned that some twenty years ago a line 
was surveyed from Moree to Boggabilla, as shown in dotted 
black on the accompanying map, marked “A,” the distance 
being 624 miles, but in connection with the present inquiry 
it was found that this route was practically through black 
soil country, and would not effectively serve the Crown land 
or agricultural areas to be settled upon. 

Do you agree that the line would practically run through 
black soil?—Only on the lower side. The land on the 
western side of the county boundary is far superior to the 
land on the eastern side. The land on the western side 
is undulating, consisting of red, dark, and chocolate soils. 

. 7383. Does the good land extend to the east as you go 
further north?—Yes. When I first went on my lsd I 
recognised its possibilities for agriculture and mixed 
farming, and I thought it would be only a matter of 
time when we got the railway. I am sure the country 
justifies the construction of the railway. The railway 
would result in a large number of settlers ‘being placed on 
the land through which it passed. If the line is not con- 
structed it means that a great deal of the agricultural 
land will revert to sheep walks. 
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734. What is the average rainfall in your district for 
some years’—About 22 inches on my place at Tuneooey. 

735. What is the rainfall through the growing period (— 
About 24 inches. In September we had 125 points, 

736. It is claimed that the rainfall improves further 
east /—Yes, it docs. 

737. What do you consider is a high price for wheat ?— 
From 5s. 3d. to 6s. 

738. Can you afford the present haulage costs with 
wheat at that price?—Yes, but when wheat falls in price 
the costs are too high. I have grown lucerne on my land 
with good results. In one paddock I tried to get rid of 
it, and was unable to do so. 


Heetor Leverge, grazier, Morgen Downs, Ashleigh, sworn 
and examined :— 


739. Mr, Drwmmond.] How long have you resided in 
the district ’—Eight years. I am about 9 miles at the 
nearest point from the proposed railway. From my other 
place the line would be about 12 miles away. 

740. Is your land suitable for closer settlement ?—Yes. 
I have grown wheat for only two years. ‘he year before 
last I putin about 80 acres. I carted the wheat to Moree. 
I have 2,800 acres altogether. If the railway were con- 
structed I would go in for agriculture. At present I have 
about 240 acres of wheat, and I would double that area 
and let out as much land as I could for share-farming 
if the line were constructed, 

741. Are you too far from the existing railway to grow 
wheat profitably —Yes, decidedly. Off my 80 acres I got 
44 bushels to the acre. 

742. What would be a living area if the line were con- 
structed ?—Not under 2,000 acres, and you would require 
to go in for mixed farming. You must have sheep. 

- 743. Have you experience of the pear country ?—Yes. 
Cultivation is the only means of getting rid of it. It 
cost me £10 to clear the pear from one of my paddocks, 
but the land is first class for wheat. There is none better 
in the State. I have cleared my land of pear every year, 
and there is still some pear on it. 

744. What does it cost per acre to clear it?—From £1 
to £40. Mostly about £1 per acre, where it is not thick. 

745. Do you agree that the line should be swung 6 
miles further east than is shown on the plan?—No. Seven 
miles east of the proposed route you enter basalt and 
black soil country. There is also sandy country extend- 
ing for miles. There is a lot of pear in the Mungle 
scrub. In my opinion the line should go further west 
than is proposed. If you place the line too far east you 
will take revenue from the Moree line. 

746. The departmental evidence is to the effect that the 
line runs almost entirely through black soil?—The coun- 
try is not all black soil once you get 28 miles from Moree, 
then you get red soil suitable for wheat. JI should say that 
the line should go 3°or 4 miles further west of the county 
boundary. . 

747. You are a Tuncooey scttler?—Yes, I have two 
blocks there. The wheat belt extends 7 miles east and 18 
to 20 miles west of the proposed line. The thick pear 
in the Mungle scrub would cost from £30 to £40 per acre 
to clear. 

748. How many farmers in the Tuncooey district would 
be over 10 miles from the proposed line?—Three or four. 


Thos. Rigby, grazier, Hybla, Pallamallawa, sworn and 
examined :—= 


749. Mr. Travers.] I understand you were a Victorian 
farmer ’—Yes, I came from the Horsham plains, in the 
Wimmera district of Victoria. I hold 5,018 acres 15 
miles from Biniguy railway station, and if the proposed 
line were constructed I should be only 6 or 7 miles away. 
I have a lot of wheat land. I suppose there is no holding 


in the district on which there is a greater area of wheat 
land. I should say there are not 100 acres on my place 
not suitable for cultivation. Practically all my land is 
suitable for mixed farming. Victorians are surprised at 
the richness of this land. Land in our district is equal if 
not superior to the wheat land in Victoria which at the 
present time is bringing £25 per acre. Land in the 
Pallamallawa district similar to that Victorian land is 
selling at about £2 per acre. Victorians residing in this 
district are telling other Victorians of the good and cheap 
land to be obtained in this north-west district, and we 
expect others to come here. Victorians have expressed the 
opinion that the settlers in this district do not realise 
what good land they have got. I venture to say that if 
prickly-pear were growing on land in Victoria similar to 
the land in our district it would be cleared up quickly. 

750. Is there much pear on your land?—Only a little. 
In my contract for clearing I made provision that the 
pear should be cleared up as the work proceeded. 

751. What class of timber was on your land?’—Belar 
and brigalow. It was heavily timbered. J have a share- 
farmer on my land. The Victorian land bringing £25 per 
acre is plain country. 

752. Do you believe that acre for acre in this district 
you ean get as good results as they do in the Wimmera 
district?—Yes, at wheat-growing, and greater results 
from grazing. . 

753. What was the yield in the Wimmera district ?— 
Thirteen or fourteen bags to the acre. 

754. Will you get that here’—I took off 13 bags on a 
test patch. 

754. How does the rainfall of your district compare 
with that in the Wimmera?—Wimmera has 18 inches; 
we are supposed to have 26 inches. 

756. Do you get more rain through the growing period 
in the Wimmera district than you do here?—Yes, there 
is a better average in the growing season there. 

757. What area would you put under wheat if the rail- 
way were constructed ?—1,000 acres, and adjacent to the 
line there are 2,800 acres which I am prepared to put 
under wheat. ; 

758. Do you intend to fallow your land?—Yes. In 
Victoria if you do not fallow you will not get good results. 
We Victorians marvel that the farmers in this district 
get any crop at all without fallowing. 

759. Is your holding a special block?—No, it is en 
average block. 

760. What is a comfortable living area in your district? 
—2,000 acres for mixed farming, and 38,000 acres for 
grazing. : : 

761. What is the size of the farms in the Wimmera dis- 
trict’—They are 820-acre blocks, and a man with three 
blocks is considered to be well off. 

762. Does not that indicate that the Wimmera district 
is better than this?—That has to be proved. In the Wim- 
mera the farmers always have one block idle. They work 
their blocks in rotation. Land worked well will produce 
double what it otherwise would do. The land in this dis- 
trict is equal to the Wimmera plains. 

763. I understand that manure is used in the Wimmera 
district 4—Yes. 

764. Would it be necessary to use manures in this dis- 
trict?—Yes. My brother intends to give them a test 
shortly. Moisture can be conserved here with half the 
cultivation it can in the Wimmera. J believe in manuring 
the soil, as the grain matures better. If the best Wim- 
mera methods were alopted in this district farmers would 
be able to make a living on half the area that they do now. 

765. Chairman.] Is it a fact that Victorian farmers are 
s0 impressed with the richness of this country that a party 
are goon coming to the district ?—Yes, thirty are coming 
after the harvest, and other farmers are coming here from 
England or Scotland as the result of an inspection made 
by a gentleman who represented a syndicate. He selected 
this district. 
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766. Mr. Doe.] Do you intend to winter fallow ’-—We are 
going to give it a test. The soil here is wonderfully rich. 
With the railway large quantities of fodder could be profit- 
ably grown. 


Abram Lewis Kelman, farmer and grazier, Pallamallawa, 
sworn and examined :— 


767. Mr. Doe.| Do you grow wheat ?—Yes, I have 5,731 
acres, practically the whole of which is suitable for wheat- 
growing. I have been on the place seyenteen years, and 
have grown wheat for thirteen years. 

768. Had you experience of wheat-growing before you 
eame here?—I had been in the Tamworth and Manilla 
districts. During thirteen years I have only had one 
failure. The year before last on 100 acres I grew thirteen 
bags to the acre, and the year before eleven bags to the 
acre. 

769. Are you troubled with wheat diseases ?—Certain 
kinds of wheat are gubject to rust, but we try to grow 
rust-resisting wheat. I have never had “take all,” but I 
have had a little bald smut. 

770. Have you had any flag smut?—No. I believe in 
a short summer fallowing. I plough in January and 
February to conserve the rainfall. I have also grown 
corn up to 45 bushels to the acre. I have some lucerne 
which has been in for about three years. My brother 
grew lucerne which lived right through the drought. 

771. What has been your average wheat yield over 
thirteen years¢’—About 18 bushels, with no manure. 

772. What is a reasonable living area for wheat-growing 
in your district?—About 2,000 acres. 

773. By how much would the railway increase the value 
of your land, say, within a radius of 12 miles?—Up to £1 
per acre. It would not increase the value of the grazing 
land much, because it does not cost much to drove your 
sheep. I should say about 5s. 

774. Is your land alienated’?—It is settlement lease and 
homestead selection. 

775. Would you be willing to subdivide your land?— 
Yes. 

776. What was the timber on your land?—Belar, briga- 
low, and wilga. There was some pear, but it was never 
dense. The subsoil tends to withhold the moisture better 
_ than any I have seen. In my opinion the district has a 
splendid future. 

777. Mr. Mahony.| How far from the proposed railway 
is your land?’—The line touches one corner of it. My 


place is 7 miles north of Pallamallawa. 


John Thomas Maunder, farmer, near Pallamallawa, re- 
called and further examined :— 


778. Chairman.| The Committee understand that you 
conducted under the auspices of the Royal Agricultural 
Society certain experiments in wheat-growing, part being 
on the basis of no manure, and part on the basis of using 
manure’!—Yes. Last year was not so favourable. We 
had 70 points of rain, and the seed germinated, but where 
we used manure no seed came up. On the patch that was 
not manured the seed came through. Therefore I am of 
opinion that manure in my district is not required. 

779. Do you regard that test as conclusive that manure 
is not required in the district?—Yes. This land does -not 
want manure. The short fallow is ample. 

780. Mr. Doe.| Was that test made on o!d or on new 
land @—On old land. 

781. Mr. Drummond.| What manure did you use?— 
Superphosphates. 

782. Did you try nitrates ?’—No. 

783. They are considered to be grain-producing manures ? 
—Yes, but where we manured the seed did not come 
through the ground. We had 73 points of rain on the day 


that the seed was put in which may have had something 


to do with it. 


David Heferen, farmer and grazier, Warrama, Tuncooey, 
sworn and examined :— s 


784. Mr. Burke.| What area do you hold?—2,015 acres, 
about 26 miles from Camurra, and about 6 miles from the 
proposed line. 

785. What is your opinion of the country along the 
route of the proposed railway ?—On the western side there 
is more cultivation land. It commences about 12 miles 
out from Camurra, and extends through to Mungle. 

786. For what distance from the proposed line westward 
does the good country extend?—About 20 miles. 

787. It has been suggested that the line should be swung 
5 miles further east than is proposed?—That would be 
better for the settlers on the eastern side. 

788. Is the country, in your opinion, quite as good on — 
the west side as on the east side of the proposed line ?~ 
Yes. 

789. Are you gnu with the prickly-pear?—Very 
little. If you swing the line further east you would run 
into some stony country. My land was heavy belar serub, 
which was burnt off, and it is now like plain. 

790. If the railway were constructed do you think pro- 
duce would go to Sydney, and not to Brisbane ’—Yes. 

791. Can the prickly-pear be coped with where it is 
dense?—Yes, but it is a big undertaking. I think the 
route of the proposed line as shown on the map is quite 
all right. 

792. What has been your average yield?—18 or 20 
bushels. 

793. What area have you under cultivation ?—350 acres, 
but I would put in 1,000 acres if the railway were con- 
structed. 


Josiah Rigby, farmer and grazier, Pallamallawa, sworn 
and examined :— 


794. Mr. Mahony.] How much land do you hold ?—2,860 
acres, about 400 acres of which has been cultivated for 
wheat. I have been in the district under two years, and 
ae experience in the Wimmera district for fourteen 

ears. That is considered to be the best wheat country in 
Vietaetl. There I had 367 acres. 

795. Did you make a living on it?—No, I rented dither 
land. I averaged eight bags to the acre there. 

796. Why did you come to this district ?—I was looking 
around, and I took a fancy to the place. I believe the land 
here is better than the Wimmera land. 

797. Should the system of cultivation in this district 
be en the same lines as that in the Wimmera ?—Yes, with- 
out manure, but I would winter fallow to get the best re- 
sults. In Victoria you have to work your land from the 
time you plough it until you sow it. | 

798. How far is your land from the proposed railway? 
—Five or 6 miles on the eastern side. On one of my 
paddocks pear was pretty heavy, and I cleared about 600 
acres. It cost me 4s. 6d. per acre to clear scattered pear: 
This land is far ahead of the Wimmera land for wheat. In 
the Wimmera you can do nothing without manure and 
good fallowing. You have to use 1 ewt. of manure per 
aere to get a decent yield. 

799. What is the value of land in the Wimmera district ? 
—Up to £23 per acre. Here it is only £2 per acre, and I 
consider it is better. 2 

800. Mr. Cameron.| I understand that you are not on 
Crown land’?—I have some. 

801. I understand you to say that land in this district 
will produce as well as the Wimmera land?—Yes, without 
manure if worked similarly. 

802. If land in your district can be obtained for £3 per 
acre as good as land in the Wimmera district which costs 
ag much as £22 per acre, it is likely that more Victorian 
farmers will come here?—Yes, they are coming here, as 
this land is better. 
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William Garlet Howieson, grazier, Rimbanda, sworn and 
examined; — 


803. Mr. Cameron.] Have you inspected the route of the 
proposed railway ?—I am well acquainted with the country 
for 10 or 12-miles north of the point at which we met the 
Oommittee at Gil Gil Creek. My place is south-west about 
5 miles of the spot where we met the Committee. I hold 
3,761 acres, which is unsuitable for farming as it is too 
level and water lodges on it. It is not altogether flooded 
country, but in wet times water lies on it a few inches 
deep.. 

804. Is it black soil?—It is not really black soil. 
a little pear on my place. 


I have 


805. What is your opinion of the suggestion to swing the 
line further east as shown on the map?—TI think it should 
go east as far as the county boundary. There is plenty of 
good land about Tuncooey. 


806. What is the quality of the land in the vicinity of 
your holding as compared with the land on the eastern 
side of the route?—It would be equally good for grazing, 
but not for farming. 


807. What is a living area there ?—3,000 acres for graz- 
ing. The carrying capacity is about 14 acre to a sheep. 
A man would require 3,000 acres to earry about plat 
sheep. 


808. Could iis turn fat lambs off that area?—I have not 
tried them. I have gone in for wool and fat wethers. 
Some people would not regard 3,000 acres as a living area, 
but I should say that a man would require for grazing not 
less than 3,000 acres. I have heard it suggested that the 
line should be swung further west. As secretary of the 
Jeague that organised the meeting the other day, I visited 
the Tuncooey settlers, and I am sure that six out of nine 
were eager that the line should go as proposed. Only 
three thought that it should go further west. 


£ 


809. Chairman.] I take it that, in your opinion, the 
general needs of the Tuncooey district would be fairly 
met by the line as shown on the map?—Yes. 


-= 
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‘Charles James Fisher, stock and station agent, Palla- 
‘ mallawa, sworn and examined :— 


_ 810. Mr. Drummond.| I understand that you have had 
farming experience ?—Yes, 21 years. 


811. You have a statement to make regarding wheat 
despatched from the district around Pallamallawa?—Yes. 
‘The number of bags despatched to Biniguy railway sta- 
tion were:—1918-19, 900; 1919-20, 1,000; 1920-21, 18,000; 
1921-22, 27,000; 1922 to date, 9,000 bags; total, 56,000 
bags. The average yield for the last five years was about 
10 bushels, and for the last three years 153 bushels. In 
1920-21 the heaviest wheat went 674, grown by Mr. J. T. 
Maunder; in 1921-22 it was 643, grown by Mr. Kelman; 
and in 1922-23 it was 63, grown by Mr. Reading. That 
worked out on an average f.a.q. standard at 60 Ib. The 
number of stock from the Pallamallawa district trucked 
at Biniguy and Camurra was from 12,000 to 15,000 
sheep, and up to 2,500 head of cattle were assigned to 
Flemington, Maitland, and Aberdeen. Occasionally there 
was a truck or two of horses. I have had inquiry from 
share-farmers looking for land in the Pallamallawa dis- 
trict. There were ten from the Inverell district, three 
from the Manilla district, and two from the Tamworth 
district. » 


812. In what district did you previously carry on farm- 
ing¢—I had twenty-one years’ farming experience in the 
Manilla and Warialda districts. 


813. In your opinion do the farmers in your district 
cultivate the land on the best lines?—No, not all. 


814. Does that account for the difference in the average 
yield quoted by some farmers.—Yes. 


815. The average of 60 lb. quoted: by you denotes a 
high standard; does the wheat stand well for milling 
purposes?—Yes. A large number of stock goes to 
Camurra. 


816. Do they go to the works at Aberdeen?—Not a 
great number, although I have sent stock there. Most go 
to Maitland and Sydney. 


817. Why do they not go to Brisbane, from which centre 
joondiwindi is only 283 miles?—I should say because 
prices in Brisbane are not as good as they are in Sydney. 


818. Has there been increased inquiry for land in your 
district?—Yes. Mostly from the agricultural men. 


819. How does the land in this district compare with 
other districts in which you lived?—I am sure it is better; 
it is more certain. 


820. What is a living area in this district ?—From 1,500 
to 2,000 acres for farming. 


821. Would you say that the land is better on one side 
of the proposed route than on the other?—It is better on 
the east side from the farming standpoint. Most of the 
wheat went to Sydney. This year it will go to the local 
mill, 

$22. Does any 
gone there. 
pooled, 


go to Inverell?—Occasionally some has 
Wheat sent away this year was practically all 


$23. Are there any facilities for storing wheat at Bini- 
guy’—No. There is no shed or silo there. 

824. Mr. Cameron.] Uow far from Biniguy railway sta- 
tion would the furthest wheat be grown ?—20 miles. 


825. Has most of the land in your district been acquired 
since you have been there?—No. 


‘826. Was it private subdivision or mostly Crown land? 
—Mostly Crown land. 


827. Is there any, privately-owned land close to the rail- 
way station equal to that further out?—Yes, but not so 
much. 


ee ee 


Archibald Charles Lockhart, District Surveyor, Moree, re- 
called and further examined :— 


828. Chairman.] I understand you desire to submit 
stock returns for the Moree sheep district and for the 
whole of the sheep districts of New South Wales?—Yes, 
as follows :— 


Srock Rrerurns ror Moree Suter Districr. 


Year. | Acreage. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Remarks, 
} 
1886 | 2,952,393 5,364 35,926 676,441 
1887 | 2,919,013 | 5,526 38,718 870,611 
1888 | 2,987,242 5,856 40,388 85U, 654 
1889 | 3,459,418 5,954 40.535 1,069,212 
1999 | 3,044,431 6,461 51,084 1,225,376 
1891] 3,151,813 6,871 56,926 1,420, 4 
1892 | 3,143 012 7,497 67,495 1,463,300 
1893 | 3,217,533 9,010. 72,908 1,481,867 
1894 | 2,991,472 9,344 70,748 1,462,495 
1895 | 2,981,351 9,378 61,268 1,086,310 
1896 | 2,670,792 8,839 3,013 1,246,44} 
1897 | 2,894,741 | 8601 | 46,888 | 1,311,966 
1898 ! 4,752,256 6,883 80,827 923,592 
1899 | 2,854,437 | 7,559 | 23,012 | 1,194,174 
1900. | 3,341,448 7,671 23,316 1,474,471 
1901 | 3,461,464 | 7,913 | 21,934 | 1,498,056 
Total bes 322,811 |118,727 | 739, 986 19,254,706 
Mean| 3,145,188 7,420 46,249 | 1,203,419 


ae 
Sheep peer Meee rune 4h eich Steele aun deans 1,203,419 Sheep. 


Ckitile and Horses....is.cnteidecnac 53,669 


Y Beast = 6 Sheep........eesecse eeeees e22- Olt - ,; 


1,525,433, 
‘06 acres to 1 Sheep, 


Equals 2 
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Witnesses— A. C. Lockhart, P. Dillon, and J. T. Crane, 12 January, 1923. 


RETURNS oF Stock FoR THE WHOLE OF THE SHEEP DISTRICTS OF 
New Soutn WaALtEgSsS. 


{ 
Year. Acreage Horses. Cattle. | Sheep. Remarks, 
1886 | 163,566,642 | 361,663} 1,367,844 | 39,169,304 
1887 | 168,813,675 |; 390,609 | 1,575,487 | 46,965,152 
J888 | 163,109,653 | 411,368 | 1,622,907 | 46,503,469 
1889 | 164,482,034 | 450,777 | 1,741,592 | 50,106,768 
1890 | 161,210,547 | 444,163 | 1,909,009 | 55,986,431 
1891 | 166,109,964 | 459,755 | 2,046,347 | 61,831,416 
1892 | 159,4,6,327 | 481,416 | 2,147,074 | 58,080,114 
1893 | -157,746,047 | 481,399 | 2,155,500 | 56,900,688 
1894 | 158,230,199 | 500,068 | 2,290,112 | 56,977,270 
1895 | 156,424,097 | 482,459 | 2,023,768 | 47,617,687 
1896 | 155,037,642 | 484,028 | 2,043,707 | 48,318,790 
1897 | 160,553,624 | 466,813 | 1,966,729 | 43,952,897 
1893 | 162,217,555 | 449,989 | 1,866,390 | 41,241,004 
1899 | 157,891,186 | 449,467 | 1,802,697 | 36,213,514 
1900 | 156,900,985 | 448,812 | 1,821,165 | 40,020,506 
1901 | 159,020,646 | 455,130 | 1,888,120 | 41,857,099 
Total |2,570,750,733 |7,197,916 |30,288, 448 7715822, 109 
Mean | 160,671,921 | 449,870} 1,893,028 | 48,238,882 
SHEED. Wi tisnerdet ink seemaieeimere smn 48,238,882 Sheep. 
Cattle and Horses ..........4. 2,342,898 
I Big Beast = (6 Sheep Gvat-.e---weee 14,057,388 Sheep. 


62,296,270 Sheep. 
2‘58 acres to 1 Sheep. 

The rainfall for many years to the end of 1921 was as 
follows :—Boggabilla, 24:48 inches; Moree, 23-63 inches; 
Pallamallawa, 25-13; Yallaroi, 25-69; Yetman, 26-96. As 
to whether the black soil or the chocolate soil has the 
heavier carrying capacity is a moot point. The light red 
soil responds quicker to a little rain, but it does not 
give the same strong growth of grass after heavy rain 
that you get on the black soil. 

829. Would you say that 1,000,000 acres would be 
served by the proposed railway?—Yes, of fair average 
grazing land. : 

830. Mr. Drummond.| It has been suggested that it 
would be advantageous to construct the railway a little 
further west than the route as shown on the plan?—I do 
not agree with that suggestion. West of the proposed 
route the land is practically grazing. 

831. I suppose there are pockets of good agricultural 
land?—Yes. If anything, the line should be swung a 
little further east. I-certainly would not swing it to the 
west. 

832, You are of opinion that a larger area of agricul- 
tural country would be served east of the route shown on 
the map ’—Yes, 


+ 


Peter Dillon, grazier, Goonal, sworn and examined :— 

833. Chairman.| Have you resided long in the district? 
—On the McIntyre forty years. 

834. I understand you hold strong opinions regarding 
the construction of the proposed railway for the removal 
of stock ?’—Yes. Sheep purchased in the central west could 
be brought over for fattening. A large number of sheep 
now come in from the Roma and St. George districts. 
‘Tne construction of the proposed railway would certainly 
inerease that traffic. 

835. Would that tend to increase the value of the land 
to the State at large?—Yes. 

836. Mr. Cameron.| It has been suggested that the pro- 
posed railway would develop into a Queensland line?2—I 
do not think so, but the Queensland line would serve as a 
feeder to it. 

§37. Queensland is the breeding ground for New South 
Wales cattle?—Yes, to a large extent. The proposed line 
would play an important part in linking up the New South 
Wales railway system with the south-western railway sys- 
tem of Queensland. —__It would also enable stock to be trans- 
ported to relief country in time of drought. The Bris- 
bane market cannot be compared with the Sydney market. 
Prices in Brisbane are nothing compared with prices in 
Sydney. The consumption in Brisbane is so much less 


than it is in Sydney. There are a number of holdings 
along the border owned by men who have breeding grounds 
over the border, and who bring their stock into New South 
Wales to be fattened. All that stock would travel by train, 

838. Large quantities of fodder are grown in Queens- 
land?—Yes, on the Downs. The passenger traffic would 
be increased. The proposed line would get 70 or 80 per 
cent. of the traffic on the line to Warwick. . 

839. In your opinion, the proposed railway would be used 
in preference to any other in southern Queensland ?—Yes. 
I have property in Queensland, and J speak with a know- 
ledge of the subject. 

840. Mr. Burke.] From Boggabilla to Sydney by rail 
would be about 500 miles, while from Goondiwindi, about 
5 miles from Boggabilla, to Brisbane is 283 miles. Do you 
think wheat would be sent to Sydney in preference to 
Brisbane, considering the shorter distance to Brisbane, and 
that there is a fixed price for wheat?—I know nothing 
about wheat, and decline to give an opinion. J am giving 
evidence about stock. 

841. Mr. Doe.| There is a difference of opinion as to 


~ whether the terminus of the proposed line should be at 


Boggabilla or at the bridge opposite Goondiwindi?—From 
a stockman’s point of view there is not such a great deal 
to be gained by going to the bridge, but it would make a 
difference from the passenger standpoint. 


John Thomas Crane, stock and station agent, Moree, 

sworn and examined :— 

842. Chairman.] Will you make a general statement re- 
garding the proposed railway?—I desire to endorse the 
evidence given by Mr. Dillon. I have been in business 
here for thirty-four years as a stock and station agent 
trading along the northern border of New South Wales 
and in southern Queensland. The existing Queensland 
railway would act as a feeder to the proposed line, and 
would increase its traffic. I prefer the line from Camurra 
to Boggabilla rather than the suggested route from 
Warialda to Boggabilla, which, for much of the distance, 
would pass through inferior sandy soil until it ran into 
ridgy basalt country. There is some red soil on Croppa 
and on Gunyerwaraldi, but only a small proportion of the 
area to be served is suitable for farming until some im- 
provement leases are reached in the parishes of Blue 
Nobby, Tubulgar, and Tucka Tucka, and they are within 
12 miles of the proposed line on the western border. If the 
line were swung further east they would be within about 
8 miles, and the best country would be served. 

843. What is your opinion of the evidence given by Mr. 
Leverge that on the western side of the proposed ‘line 
there is a larger area of good agricultural land?—On the 
western side in Mr. Leverge’s district there is a fair area 
of agricultural land, but it peters out north and west in 
a few miles. There is certainly not a larger area of good 
land on that side than there is on the eastern side. 

844. Do you consider that if the proposed line were 
swung about 5 miles further east than is shown on the 
map all reasonable requirements would be met ?—Yes. 

845. Mr. Cameron.] What is your opinion of the suit- 
ability of the privately-owned land in the district for subs 
division’—There are Boolooroo, Taloona, Coppymurrum- 
billa, Yallaroi. The land would be taken up if it were 
made available at a reasonable price. I.sold a holding last 
week at £3 an acre. 

846. What is a living area on those lands?—At least 
3,000 acres. I have seen men live on less. 

847. Mr. Doe.| There seems to be a general opinion 
that the line should go to North Star. At what point 
do you consider it should diverge?—I think at Camurra, 
working up by Wongakindie, out to the county boundary, 
and gradually to North Star. There is only one means of 
regulating prices, and that is the capacity of the Railway 
Commissioners to remove stock. Within the last two 
months it has been impossible to obtain a truck in which 
to send fat stock from the north-west and Flemington 
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Witnesses—J. 1’, Crane, 12 January, W. Hutchin.on, 15 January, and T. Lawson, 1 February, 1923. 


under six weeks’ notice, because the carrying capacity of 
the line or the capacity for dealing with stock at the 
Abattoirs had been reached. The market did not fall par- 
ticularly low. 

848. Mr. Drummond.] Is much of the wool in the Bog- 
gabilla district sent to Queensland?—BEetween 5,000 and 
6,000 bales of wool went over the bridge to Queensland 
within the last twelve months. That was wool along the 
northern border, which, owing to the greater road distance 
to Moree or Garah, and possibly lesser rail freight, went 
that way. 

849. If the proposed railway were constructed would 
that wool come this way ?—Yes, the bulk of it, if not all 
of it. I do not think Queensland wool would come this 
way, because the tenants of the Queensland Government 
do not consider it diplomatic to send it out. But other 
considerations would influence them to send wool to Syd- 
ney. All the wool grown on this side of the McIntyre 


River would be trucked over the proposed line. The dis- 
tance is shorter to Brisbane, but the freights are a little 
higher, and there is a more ready market in Sydney. 

850. Dees stock from Tucka Tucka and Merriwa Sta- 
tions go south?—Yes. They have properties in southern 
Queensland, where they breed stock, and they fatten them 
in New South Wales. 

851. Could you give the Committee some idea of the 
comparative truckings of stock to Sydney and Brisbane ?— 
Not to Brisbane, but Sydney will take from 100,000 to 
110,000 sheep and 6,000 cattle a week. If there is a large 
yarding in Brisbane the bottom falls out of the market. 

852. Is it your experience that there are a number of 
young men desirous of securing land for settlement in the 
district to be served by the proposed railway?—Yes. For 
one block made available to-morrow there would be at least 
250 applications from bona-fide settlers willing and able 
to work the land. 


MONDAY, 15 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W.eT. DICK (CHarrman). 


The Hon. JouHn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicnaeL Burke, Esa. 


WILLiAM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Camurra to Boggabilla. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and 
Tramway Construction, recalled and further ex- 
amined :— 

853. Chairman.] You gave an estimate of the cost of 
a bridge over the Gwydir at Maramba Siding which you 
eonsidered as taking the same section as the existing one 
at Gravesend crossing, £28,000?—Yes. I would like to 


make myself clear on that point. I have taken the section 
of the river at Gravesend and have had the bridge caleu- 
lated for at present-day prices. We have no section where 
you asked me to give it, and therefore that is an approxi- 
mation. If a section were taken it might be more and it 
might be less. I think the estimate is near enough for 


present purposes, 


a FS 


THURSDAY, 1 FEBRUARY, 1923. 


Present: — 
Tur Hon. W. T. DICK (CHatrman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuagt Burke, Esq, 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Dos, Esq. 
Davip Henry DrummMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of ccnstructing a line of Railway from 
Camurra to Boggabilla. 


Thomas Lawson, No. 3 Benelong-street, Watersleigh, sworn 
and examined :— 


854. Chairman.] You have been good enough to supply 
the Minister for Lands with some information about the 
possibilities of certain parts of the district to be served 
by this line for growing cotton. Would you give the Com- 
mittee the details as to the experiments you have con- 
ducted. Where did you conduct them?—At Noorebar, 
about 25 miles from Boggabilla. It is pretty well to the 
south of it, and it adjoins Tuloona Station. The year 
before last I decided to try and see how cotton would 
grow. I sent to Queensland to get all the information I 
could from the Department of Agriculture there, and I 
also wrote to our own Department in Sydney. Naturally 
I got more information from Queensland, because they 
had been growing it there before. On account of wet 
weather the ground could not be ploughed as early as it 
should have been, and it was not broken up until the end 
of the year. The seed was planted in December, whereas 
it should have been planted not later than early October. 
As we could not get any information about how it was to 
be grown, we decided to try it and see how it got on, Just 


tT 8951—E 


before Christmas the first rain fell. That was before the 
seed had germinated, and we had 4 inches of rain in two 
hours, and 10 inches before it stopped. The ground was 
flooded, being level country, and as the water laid in dif- 
ferent patches all over the plot of ground a good many of 
the seeds did not come up; they were drowned. It grew 
in patches, which would aggregate in area about 4 or 5 
acres, whereas I had planted about 10 acres. Of the 
plants which grew, I do not think a single plant died. The 
only rain which fell afterwards was 2 inches in January, 
and then, before the frosts came, we had 65 and 75 
points. After that there were only’a few points, say, from 3 
to 5, which was no good. We took off the area, I suppose, 
14 or 15 ewt. of cotton before the frost came. We did not 
take off the rest, though there must have been fully three 
times as much cotton on it in the bols that did not mature 
on account of frost. I had a sample of it in Farmer’s 
exhibition in the middle of the year. I sent it through Mr. 
G. Valder, the Director of Agriculture, and if have their 
report as regards the quality of it. I also got it tested and 
valued by the expert of the Cotton Association. He said 
that it was stronger than Queensland cotton, that it was of 
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Witness—T. Lawson, 1 February, 1923. 


particularly good quality and length of staple, fine, and 
that it had a good bloom, and was worth 2d. a lb. more 
than American cotton. ~ 

855. What class of soil was it grown in?—Pure, black 
soil, in myall country. 

856. Was the information you got such as to lead you to 
think that the black soil is the proper soil to plant cotton 
in?—I am satisfied with the way it grew. I have only seen 
cotton grown in one place since I put that in. I do not 
pretend to know anything about cotton, except what I have 
learnt by that experiment. The cotton J saw grown on the 
other side of Goondiwindi is nothing like so good as ours. 
The other day I got the following letter from Mr. 
Valder :— 

Department of Agriculture, N.S.W., 
5th January, 1923. 


With reference to your communication of the 4th instant. I desire 
to state that the sample of cotton submitted by you has been 
examined by the Chief Inspector of Agriculture, who reports that 
it is a good quality, fine, strong, with a fair length of staple, and of 
good colour. He states that it compares well with the standard 
American middling cotton, and would bring a satisfactory price. 


Yours faithfally, 
GEORGE VALDER, 
Under-Secretary and Director. 

857. What do you deduce from that?—I think you can 
grow cotton anywhere there. If cotton will grow under the 
conditions this was grown in, then in an ordinary season 
it should grow much better. I do not know anything that 
would stand the dry weather in the way that cotton stood 
it. When the frosts commenced it was flourishing, and 
as green as a leak. J should have no hesitation in putting 
- cotton in there, and I should have had a good area planted 
this year if I could have got the seed I wanted, but the 
©*-only seed they can supply at present is mixed seed, and I 
think that any cotton grown in Australia should be the 
very best. It grows in different lengths of staple, and the 
short cotton is not very much good. 

858. Then you gather from your experience that there 
are areas of country to be served by this railway which 
offer a fair prospect for successful cotton-growing ?—I 
think the district will grow better cotton than the Northern 
Rivers. The climate from Narrabri North to the border is 
more suitable than the climate of Texas, United States, on 
account of the rainfall. You get the best rainfall there 
during the time when the crops should be growing, which 
is from October to the end of March. Then you get dry 
weather, which is very suitable for picking the cotton. 

859. Was that experimnet the one of which you gave in- 
formation to Mr. Wearne, M.L.A.?—Yes. 

860. You drew some contrast between the way some corn 
you planted grew and the growth of the cotton’—Yes. I 
put in 5 acres of corn, before the cotton. The cotton grew 
as though it had been continually watered, and was per- 
fectly green up to the time the fronts came in. I do not 
think one plant which came up died. The corn did not do 
at all well. JI think that any Belah country will grow 
cotton well. There are two kinds of Belah country, red 
soil, and black soil, and the red soil is equally as good as 
the black. 

861. Mr. Mahony.] How long does it take cotton to 
mature from when you set the seeds?—Six or seven 
months. You plant at the beginning of October, and it 
would be ready to pull at the beginning of April. Then 
you have to pick it three times. It is growing con- 
tinuously, and you cannot reap it, like a crop of wheat. 
You have to send pickers through it, and as it continues 
to grow it must be picked—three times in all. 

862. I have been told that a crop of cotton: has matured 
here in about four and a half months?—Ours did not. 

863. You say that the cotton you grew is better than the 
Queensland cotton ?—Stronger. 

864. Had you had any previous experience of cotton- 
growing’—No; I never saw it until this crop. It was 
purely an experiment. 


865. Mr. Burke.] What area would you be prepared to 
put in for the future if you had the right kind of seed ?— 
That would depend upon whether I could get pickers. The 
trouble with cotton is the picking.. If I were the only 
grower in that district I should have to get pickers from 
Queensland. They cannot pick much if they are not ex- 
perts. An ordinary man at the start will pick from 40 to 
50 lb. a day, but when he gets expert he will pick from 
100 to 140 lb. 

866. How many pickers are required per acre?—I con- 
sider that if a dairyman planted 5 acres he and his family 
could do the picking, in addition to their other work. If 
you put in larger areas you would have to employ pickers. 
J think the better way would be for boys to be trained to 
work in gangs, the same as cane-cutters. I saw a crop 
grown about 14 miles from Goondiwindi. It consisted of 
about 14 acres, and was the grower’s first crop. Another 
man, at Gibenbel, between Goondiwindi and Yelarbon, has 
been growing it for years. 

867. Until you are assured of labour you would not be 
justified in putting any extensive area under seed ?—Well, 
I would have put it in this year if I could have got the 
seed I wanted. In July I tried to get it from Queensland, 
but they would not supply except to people in their own 
State. I wrote to the New South Wales Director of Agri- 
culture, and he referred me to the Cotton Assoication in 
Sydney. They wrote and said they would send the seed, 
but they did not do so until I wrote again some time 
later. Then they sent some seed, but there was no advice 
as to what it was. I wrote for information, but got no 
answer, so I did not plant it. 

868. I suppose with a little expert attention you could 
create trained cotton-pickers?-Yes; if you could get 
nothing else you could get Chinamen. 

869. There would be a great future for that country in 
the growing of cotton if the labour could be obtained ?— 
I think the labour would be obtained. . 

870. In the future you are prepared to put a fair acreage 
under crop’—If I can get the right kind of seed I will. 
The Government has guaranteed 53d. per lb. for any kind 
of cotton grown this year. Next year the guarantee is 
54d. for cotton, 14 inch long, but you cannot get that 
from mixed seed. 

871. Do you think if this line were constructed it would 
be a New South Wales line, or would it be a feeder to the 
Queensland line?—Until about three years ago we always 
sent our wool to Sydney. The freight from Moree was 
then only about £2 10s. per ton by road; at present it is 
£4 10s. The rate from our place to Goondiwindi at pre- 
sent is £2; that is, a difference of £2 10s. It seems to be 
all a Auestion of freight. People I have spoken to who are 
17 or 18 miles further west than we are say that if the 
line goes anywhere near Tuloona they will send their wool 
to Sydney. 

872. Brisbane being so much closer, would it not be 
cheaper to send the wool there?—It all depends on the 
freight, but I think Queensland railway freights are higher 
than those in New South Wales. 

873. Do you think it would be cheaper to send wool to 
Sydney than to Brisbane?—Not necessarily, and we get a 
better price in Sydney for certain wools. 

874. Would that apply to stock also?—The stock market 
in Brisbane is no good at all. 

875. Mr. Cameron.|] Did you try any cotton on the red 
soil?—I have no red soil. J put a bit in some sandalwood 
country, which is a hard, tight soil, and it grew well for 
about 1 foot, but after that it did not come to anything. 
That ground was not worked up. I do not think the tight 
soil is any good for cotton, which is a deep-rooted plant. 
That is how it stands the dry weather so well. 

876. It has been represented to me that about 50 acres of 
land would be a fair cotton farm. I think that is the 


recognised thing in Queensland ?—That would be a pretty 
big farm, 


L 


877. Half the land would be used each year?—Yes; the 
understanding is that cotton must be an annual crop. If 
25 acres would give the return that they get in the Dawson 
Valley it would be a very good yield. The average of dif- 


ferent farmers in the Dawson Valley was 880 lb. per acre.: 


I think that the whole of the Queensland crop averaged 
from 630 to 650 lb.. Some of them, I understand, grew as 
much as 2,700 lb. per acre. 

878. Would that be on alluvial soil?-I have not seen 
it. JI think it is really a kind of red, loamy soil from 
what I ean hear. 

879. Under these conditions this district should carry an 
enormous population?—There is no doubt about that. I 
do not think anybody there had ever seen cotton growing 
until they saw our crop, and of course this year has been 
a particularly bad one. 

880. How high does it grow?—Ours grew from 2 feet to 
5 feet. Of course, there was different seed. I have counted 
as much as 160 bolls on one of the big plants. 

881. Which of them have the long staple?—The big 
plants. 

882. I suppose you had the worst conditions you could 
have as regards rain?—-It was as bad as it could be. 

883. If you had that very friable red soil it would be 
better ?—I think so. This is the driest year we have had 
for: about forty years. 

884. It has been represented to us that the black soil is 
uo use except for grazing?—I have grown 2 tons of hay to 
the acre upon it. 

885. Mr. Travers.| The official evidence is that the 
average rainfall for that district is about 26 inches per 
annum;—do you look upon that as being sufficient for 
eotton-growing’—Yes; most of the rain falls between 
October and the end of March. You get the monsoonal 
rains in January, February, and March. After that you 
get drier weather, and you do not want too much rain 
then, because the cotton is ready to pick. 

886. Have you a periodicity of frosts in that district ?— 
We have them in some years, but they are not regular. 

887. How far is Noorebar from the nearest point of.the 
proposed line?—Some 16 or 18 miles west. 

888. Do you think you would grow cotton to advantage 
in the red soil to the east of the proposed line?—There is 
a lot of poor country there which, if the rainfall was right, 
would grow wheat better than cotton. I have not been to 
‘Wilby, but I have been within 3 miles of it. 

889. Mr. Drummond.| The last season was drier than 
the average?—It was particularly dry. 

890. In a period of ten years, how many years would you 
say that the rainfall would be below the average?—We 
haye been there about fourteen years, and there have only 
been two years which were particularly dry. 
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Witness—T. Lawson, 1 February, 1923. 


§91. So that, on a fairly conservative basis you could 
reckon two good seasons out of three for cotton growing? 
—More than that. Cotton does not want so much rain. It 
fairly revels in the sun. If you can raise cotton to a foot 
high [ think it will stand anything. 

892. In your experience of cotton-growing, did you meet 
with any pests?—Yes; we got the bollworm. 

893. Did it do much damage ?—A little damage. 

894. Were you able to cope with it in any way?—We 
sprayed a portion of the crop, and it did good. It did not 
affect so very much of it; at first a few of the little bolls 
fell off. On the portion which we sprayed we did not lose 
anything. We sprayed with arsenate of lead. 

895. You are of opinion, from your experience, that if 
eotton-growing were carried on to any extent this pest 
could be coped with?—Yes, by spraying, I think. 

896. It is very disastrous at present on the coast, is it 
not?—lI have seen something about the bollworm and the 
cutworm and pumpkin beetles affecting the crops on the 
coast. 

897. Have you seen irrigation tried in your district ?— 
No; you could not irrigate there. It would cost a lot of 


-money to impound the water. 


898. Mr. Doe.] The seed you obtained from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture was of mixed varieties. Did the De- 
partment supply you with the names of the different varie- 
ties ?—No. 

899. You had nothing by which to identify one variety 
of cotton from another’—No; and evidently they cannot 
give it to you. I think it will be years before they can 
supply the farmer with any distinct types of cotton. _ 

900. Do you think that if growing is to be carried on 
successfully the varieties of cotton must be kept distinct? 
—I certainly think so. With the labour conditions we 
have it igs no use growing anything but the best. If a 
man only receives 3d. per lb. for one crop he will, never 
grow cotton any more. 

901.. You are of opinion that cotton needs classification, 
equally with wool?’—Certainly, but you cannot classify it 
after it is grown. The seed must be classified in the first 
instance. 

902. How much cotton seed does it take to plant an acre? 
—The Department says about 10 lb.; some of them use 
5 lb. We put in three seeds at each place. You are sup- 
posed to pull one out when they are about 7 inches high, 
and when they are 1 foot high to pull out another, leaving 
in the stronger plant. 

903. Mr. Drummond.] In your experience, what area 
would be most suitable for cotton growing ?—I do not think 
anybody should go in for cotton alone; he should have 
something else with it. 

904. What would be the total area in that district which 
would be suitable?’—Probably 100,000 acres, 
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FRIDAY, .2 FEBRUARY, 1923, 


PP Preseiye 
Tue Hon.. W. T. DICK (CuHarrman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicnarL Burke, Esq. 


| 


WILLIAM CAMERON, EsqQ. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davip Henry DruMMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Camurra to Begzabilia. 


Parki 1 Benjamin Pearson, Compiler, Bureau of Statistics, 
sworn and examined :— 

905. Chairman.| You have some statistical information 
for the Committee with respect to the proposed railway 
from Camurra to Boggabilla!—Yes ; it is as follows :— 

AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, AND DATRYING STATISTICS. 
Holdings of 1 acre and upwards used for Agricultural and Pastoral 


purposes. 
| Area occup ed. Total 
Police Patro! District. Season. ae Bye 
$ | Alienated.| [7¥" | vated. 
No. | Acres. Acres. |Acres. 
| 1919-20 a 965 17,075 16 
Moree (Part) antec | 1920-21 7. 965 | 17,095 16 
| 1921-22 8 Te oa 17,048 16 
f 1919-20 50 51,542 | 69,762 | 3,346 
Pallamallawa (Part) 1920-21 | 51 51,542 | 69,762 | 3,564 
| 1921-22 | 57 §2,30)2 88,707 | 4,507 
( 1919-20 | 20 56,644 | 111,070 60 
Garaly (Part) ionesse. 1920-21 18 55,791 | 115,057 170 
; 1 1921-22 18 55,791 95,341 73 
\ 1919-20 | 105 230,600 | 418,626 sie 
Boggabilla (iiss. sss 1920-21 | 101 233,319 | 422,286 
l 1921-22 | 102 235,527 | 421,871 285 
\ 1919-20 }*182 | 839,751 | 616,533 | 3,422 
S UMIMaLy Man onedee 4 | 1920-21 | 177 | 341,617 | 624,200 | 3,750 
(| 1921-22 | 185 | 350,817 | 622,967 | 5,081 
Details of Cultivation. 
a 
Other 
Wheat. 5 Ilay. 
Police Patrol q Grains. Green All 
District. Season. food other 
Area.| Yield. |Area.|Yield | Area | Yield. Bros 
Acres.| Bush. | Acs. Bush.! Acs. | Tons.| Acs.|} Acs. 
(119102201 =. ea eed eee ee en. 
Moree (Part) .... i ere ‘ ave 16 
1921-22 a ats mG Sc : Bd 16 
Pillanialiaa 1919-20 110 LOS Mes is 71 77 \8,165 a 
Seay B “04 1920-21 | 2,312 | 47,208 | 153 1,050 | 441 | 731| 657.) 1 
1921-22 | 3,433 | 68,733 | 242 6,369 | 296 472 | 530 1 
if 1919-20 a0 AS BS Sc a ais 60 a6 
Garah (Part) ....4 | 1920-21 80 | 1,803 90; 150) .. he 
(| 19.1-22 | 260} 33900 03 220 lee i 
{ 1919-20 on ate ae Si sa 
Brggabil'a...... 1920-21 a: a + ve ae 
1921-22 250 3,300 4 B5 50 ie a 
h ( 1919-20 110 158%) 2: at 71 GiMese2o 16 
Summary ...... 1920-21 | 2,392 | 49,011 | 158 1,020 | 5381) €81 | 657] 17 
( 1921-22 | 3,948 | 75,933 | 242 6,369 | 344 | 512.) 530 if 
eS RR SR ES EE EL IE PT ET EELS A ES 
oe : Wool 
Live Stock at 30th June, Productions 
Wool production 
: : Cattle. during j ear. 
ai ioe u |) 8 Sheep./Swine}] 
ALES © & | Milch| All Sheep | Greasy 
a | Cows,| other. shorn. | wool. 
No. | No No. No. No. No. lb. 
( | 1920 6) 8 208 12,311 ba 14,215 89,805 
Moree (Part) ....+ | 1941 58 12 262 14,605 1 13,300 98,000 
( 1922 126 18 452 17,891 2 20,649 | 141,067 
1920 730 74 | 1,592 68,995 58 71,716 | 418,506 
Re er pack f 1921 | 638] 145 | 1,900| 78,025] 89! 73,197 | 568,076 
( (| 1922 | 756] 195 | 2’730| g5°989] 162 | 7o'579 568,780 
( 1920 865 aA Wea ral 78,679 77,532 | 660,643 
Garah (Part) ....+ | 1921 326 +: 4 1,966 92,425 75,744 | 539,172 
1922 329 55 | 1,966 79,995 81,633 | 705,299 
1920 | 1,731 199 {12,515 | 213,806 22 | 197,323 |1,393,470 
Boggabilla....... | 1921 | 1621 175 |.6,475 | 220,294 44 | 192,126 {1,485,007 
1922 | 1,662 220 |18,663 | 229,448 7 | 201,940 {1,482,022 
f 1920 | 2,85 | 281 |16,436 | 373,791 80 | 360,786 |2,462,494 
Summary ......- 1921 | 2,645 332 {20,603 | 405,349} 134 | 354,277 |2,640,255 
(| 1922 | 2,873 418 |23,811 | 412,616] 171 | 377,808 |2,&97,168 


Le MS AT IE SAA IR AT EY SEL SESE BS ST EA LE IS BTS SETI TSE SEE NEE OS 


Dairy Production. 


aN he A SN RE SS LS OS SE EE ET ES TE A 


Production 2uring Year end d 
380th June, 
Police Patrol District. Year. 
Butter. Bacon, «c, 

lb. lb. 

1920 150 CODLoG 

Noree (art) eiactcameenenneecer ver { 1921 435 editor 
1922 510 pone 

1920 1,125). Se eee 

Pallamallawa (Part) .........-.. | 1921 4,480 850 
1922 2,759 530 

1920 AGOHOG oe 00 

(aralii( Part) iicmesmnasies snes: | 1921 hsaede? a mote . 
1922 2,700 Apdo. 

1920 6,650 ase nek 

Booga bill (Warsesssceaecmanencas 1 1921 5,050 al aaaivasa 
1922. 9,568 sac: 

1920 7,925 seat 

Suma mayan vemeeeeesmermaccen 1921 9,965 850 
1922 15,537 520 


ea 


Holdings of 1 acre and upwards used for Agricultural and 
Pastcral Purposes. 
cn ES EE A EE RE 
Area occupied. 


Area series based on alienated 


area of holding Holdings. Crown Lands 

Alienated, _| *#tached to 

holdings. 

Acres No. Acres. Acres. 

1 to LOO Sianeecsctemnss 8 424 4,155 
1005s DOO eteentoeseees 2, 331 ant 
LON. SOO aN a rerwesrtt 3 890 1,691 
30 lars AO ig nese nae dest 3 1,124 5,025 
401 ,, DOO suactessees y) 852 DyooL 
DULas OOO sarees 4 2,145 3,704 
601 ,, TOOL Gee rout 4 2,612 5,538 
YRS 800 250he ccacnaes 3 2,330 5,410 
801 ,, (S18) Ohatraneeadootcs 2 1,702 5,381 
SOT Sys el O00 eieey eeectees 5 4,750 14,530 
LOOT i 500 Peer etiee 10 12,225 29,697 
1 SO Los ees OO Oreartenteaseee 5 8,749 13,400 
OM NOI iy) SHOW DE ee Ghccotourct a 17,361 22,034 
3:06] 45) TAjO00l RS aieenceares 6 20,744 4,143 
ANO0) Masa 0, O00 meeeneemer cet 2 8,860 228 
BOO, 10000 Sar ctoscanccre 5 32,119 41,459 
NOOO Sh WEA O0) coosneqocaotste 4 43,879 31,302 
15,001 ,, 20,000 ...... 4 66,317 13,931 
Over20; 000i cresiaceseatri 4 123,403 47,398 
Total, Private Holdings... 83 350,817 254,377 

Consisting of Crown lands 

Only... Hivnaeseoes cornemnel 1 LOZ ieivia 368,590 
ota leeeennaenechinese: 185 350,817 622,967 


906. Mr. T'ravers.| What distance on either side of the 
proposed line do your figures refer to!—Approximately, 12 
miles. 


907. You have not trespassed on any country already 
within the radius of an existing railway !—No, ° 
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FRIDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 1923, 
Present: — 
THe Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Joun Traryers. 
The Ion. Roperr Mauony. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 


Davin Henry DruMMoND, Esq. 


Phe Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Camurra 
to Boggabilla. 


Alexander Hugh Earle McDonald, Chicf Inspector, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, sworn and examined :— 


908. Chairman.| The Committee is desirous of obtaining 
information as to the possibilities of the district to be 
served by the proposed railway from the point of view 
first of agriculture, and secondly of pastoral development. 
Do you know that district !— Yes. 

909. Have you reported on it?—Yes. I reported on 
if first in 1911 or 1912. I was located in the district 
as Inspector of Agriculture. I was in the Pallam- 
allawa district principally, and for two-and-a-half years I 
carried out experiments in wheat for the Department of 
Agriculture. Our method was to carry out experiments 
amongst farmers with different kinds of wheat and 
fertilisers, and that work has been conducted practic- 
ally ever since. I have the records of the results 
for the different years since 1911, with the exception 
of 1913 when there was no work carried out in that district. 
Personally I have kept in touch with the district through- 
out the whole of that time, although I have not visited it 
every year. I was stationed there in 1911, 1912, and part 
of 1913, and then for four years I was at Coonamble, and 


two years at Trangie, when I returned to Sydney, where I . 


have been for about four years now. During the last four 
years I have visited all parts of the country ; but I have 
been personally interested in the district under considera- 
tion because it was chiefly due to me that wheat-growing 
was commenced in that district. When I went there in 
1912 practically no wheat was grown, With the excep- 
tion of small areas of wheat on the banks of the river 
there was no extensive area of wheat grown then. But I 
recognised that it was first-class country for the purpose. 
The rainfall is good in the vicinity of Pallamallawa—24 or 
25 inches per year; and generally in that section of the 
ecuntry it ranges from 21 up to 26 inches per year. The 
soil is of good class, is loamy and rich, and requires no 
fertilisers. The fact is that country does not respond to 
fertilisers. The soil holds moisture we!l and will respond 
well to fallowing. Some classes of country, from which 
results are not obtained of a satisfactory character, do 
not hold moisture well; but this country, probably due 
to organic matter or sand, does hold moisture well, and 
consequently good crops are obtained there from the fallowed 
country when the seasons are very dry. ‘The first year I 
was there we got’32 bushels of wheat to the acre. 

In 1912 we got 28 bushels to the acre with a rainfall of 
about 6 inches during the growing period. Had there been 
a considerable quantity cf rain in November, December, 
and January, by fallowing it would have kept in the soil, 
and big crops could have been produced. 

The point that has always struck me in that country is 
that it responds well to fallowing, and when the tarming is 
good you get good results from it. Where the experiments 
were conducted we usually tried eighteen or twenty 
different kinds of wheat—some which we knew would do 
well and others with which we experimented. Some were 
not suitable. In the figures which I will give, I have taken 
the yields from the three varieties at the top of the list. 
That is the fairest way of taking the records, because the 
others were cast out after probably a year’s trial. The 
average of the highest yield on any one plot in one year 
was 23 bushels 37 1b., which is equal to about 234 bushe!s. 
From 1911 to 1921, with the exception of 1913, the highest 


yield in any one year was 52 bushels in 1921-22 season, 
which is practically the highest record we have in the State. 
Fifty-five bushels is the highest recorded yield of wheat and 
that was obtained at Wellington. The lowest yield in any 
one year in this class was 11 bushels 12 Ibs. in 1915 and 
11 bushels 50 lb. in 1917-18. In_ one of the very driest 
years—1914 was one of the driest years in the State—we 
got 19 bushels; but that season was better in the north 
than in the Riverina: the drought was more severe in the 
southern than in the northern country. In 1919, an ex- 
ceptionally dry year everywhere, the yield was 12 bushels 
per acre in the second highest average. The average was 
20 bushels 51 lb., practically 21 bushels per acre. The 
lowest yield in that case was 11 bushels in 1917. The 
third yield gives an average of 19 bushels 28 lb., or about 
193 bushels, with a lowest yield of about 9 bushels in 1915, 
Those results were obtained with a fairly good class of 
farming, rather better than that of the average farmer, 
because we have taken care to see that the land was pio- 
perly cultivated ; but it is the same class of farming which 
fairly up-to-date farmers practise. In the north there is not 
much fallowing done. The system of farming adopted in 
experiment plots is practically the same as that carried out 
by farmers in the Riverina, where they are accustomed to 
fallow. No extra attention is given to bring about those 
results, but are what may be expected when average good 
farming is practised by a farmer. I have no doubt that 
considerable areas in that district are suitable for wheat- 
growing provided the farming is reasonably good. I know 
the Pallamallawa district particularly, and I have inspected 
the country for a radius of about 20 miles around there, 
and very considerable portions of land in that district 
are suitable for wheat-growing. _I have not gone veay 
far to the north of Pallamallawa. In 1911 I inspected 
the country, and recommended what should be done with 
it. As a matter of fact my brother secured one of those 
blocks eventually, and he has been growing wheat there 
for some years. On the Boggabilla-road from Moree, 
and for a distance 30 miles out, it is all heavy black 
soil country, and unsuitable for wheat-growing. It grows 
heavy ciops in wet seasons, but dces not grow a crop at 
all in dry seasons, and it is too hard to work.. Aj art 
from wheat-growing, it is good country for fat-lamb-rais'ng 
and that sort of thing. TFat-lamb-raising cannot be carricd 
on too well because of the distance the lambs have to ke © 
travelled to the railway. But farmers on that country 
growing wheat could do well with fat lambs in most 
seasons. 


910. What area would a farmer require of that agricul- 
tural country to put him in a fairly good way?—I think a 
very good living could be made with 1,000 acres. With 
1,000 acres in that district a farmer would be a great aeal 
better off than many farmers in, say, the Parkes district, or 
some of the western districts, with 700 acres, because the 
returns from wheat and from fat lambs and sheep would be 
greater than could be obtained where a farmer had to 
depend on wheat alone. That country is not only good 
wheat-growing country, but is also first-class pastoral 
country. For that reason, although the wheat crop may 
fail, a farm will give better returns than districts more 
suitable for wheat where they cannot keep so many sheep. 
Within reasonable distance of a railway a very good living 
could be made from 1,000 acres. 
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Witness—A. H. E. McDonald, 23 February, 1923. 


911. Mr. Travers.| Do you know the country, say, 12 
miles on each side of the line from Moree to Inverell !— 
Yes. 

912. Taking that 12 miles radius, how does the country 
which would be served by the line from Camurra to Bogg1- 
billa compare with that country +-—It is much the sime 
class of country until you get to Gravesend, just about 
Yagobie. When you get past there it is a different class 
of country on the Inverell line. From Yagobie through 
Gravesend and Warialda it is a harder class of country. 

913. Taking a 12 miles radius on the other side of the 
proposed line, what percentage of that country would be 
suitable for agriculture?—l think about 50 per cent. 
of it would be suitable for agriculture, and the balance 
would be good grazing country. 

914, What would you say would be a fair living area on 
the grazing country /—About 2,500 acres. It depends on 
what is taken as the standard of living. 2,500 acres 
would provide a very good living area ; a fair living could 
be made on about 1,500 acres. 

915. How many sheep would you estimate to carry on an 
area of 2,500 acres !—It will carry at least a sheep to 2} 
acres. You could easily risk a sheep on two acres. 


916. Do you think a man would get a reasonable living 
from about 1,200 sheep !— Yes. 

917. Mr. Drummond.| Do you know the country in the 
southern portion of the State on the wheat belt 1—Yes. 

918. How would the land in the north compare with 
that for regularity of crop t—It is not nearly so sate as the 
best country in the south, that is to say the Wagga, Lock- 
hart, and Narrandera country. Down there T suppose 
you would never have mors than one failure in six—per- 
haps not quite that much ; but in the north there would 
be a possibility of failure, say, once in four. But I like 
the north in that when the wheat crop fails it is better for 
stock. It is better for mixed farming than the southern 
country. It is far superior for sheep. 

919. Would the rainfall on the southern wheat belt fall 
more regularly on the average than would the 24 inches on 
the northern area !—Yes, undoubtedly. In the south you 
‘get principally winter rainfall, and it is fairly regular 

each year; but in the noth it is pr eerP ay summer 

rainfall, and, although a fair proportion does fall in the 
winter, frequently the rainfall in the winter time is very 
small. 

920. Would you say the area affected by the proposed 
line is more subject to drought than the southern wheat 


belt Yes. There is more risk of failure there than in 
the south. If you compare it with, say, the Lake Cudgellico 


country, then I say it is at the very least equal, and I would 
rather take a chance in the north-west than I would in that or 
the Hillston district, because although the winter rainfall 
may be light you get the summer rainfall, and with decent 
methods of farming that will more than balance it. There 
is this about it: whereas in the Hiliston country you will 
never get more than 39 bushels to the acre, you will fre- 
quently get 40 and 50 bushels to the acre in the north, and 
will generally get higher yields. 

921. You are of opinion that a good farm r could carry 
on successfully on the area affected by the proposed line ? 
—Yes. Wheat-growing has not been so successful in the 
north as in the south, but that is due to the type of farming 
being very much lower there than in the south, I am quite 
satisfied that is the reason. 


922, Would you say the last ten years in the north-west 
have been drier on the average than the preceding ten 
years 1—Yes. 


923. Would that apply generally to the area to be served 
by the proposed railway !—Yes, 

924, Mr. Doe.] You gave us the reults obtained in 
wheat-growing in the district affected by the proposed line.’ 
What was the class of the soil !—It was a reddish chocolate 
soil carrying belah and box. 


925. Did you try wheat-growing on the black soil ?— 
There are two classes of black soil. There is dark soil which 
carries brigalow, and there is the black plain country. ‘The 
plain country is quite out of the question for agriculture, 
T have seen first-class crops grown on the dark brigalow soils. 
A Mr. Jones had considerable areas under wheat in 1911, 
1912, and 1913, and got good crops from that soil, 


926. When a witness stated that he grew good crops on 
black soil he meant probably black soil on which brigalow 
grows as distinct from the plain soil in the yicinity of 
Gatecnca ses /— Yes. 


927. The wheat you spoke of, was it all grown on 
fallowed land 1—_Not always. eas years it was. 


928. Was it winter fallow ?—Not asarule. As a rule 
it was fallowed immediately the crop was taken off. 


929. That seems to be the general practice there /—Yes. 
The crop is usually taken off in November, and the land is 
fallowed afterwards. 


930. On the lower portion of the proposed line to the 
west, within a radius of 12 miles, would there be more 
black soil of a character which you would not considei 
good wheat land than on the eastern.side !/— Yes. 


931, It has been suggested that possibly cotton growing 
could be conducted successfully in that region; what is your 
opinion !—TI do not think there is any chance of it being 
grown successfully. 


932. Mr. Cameron.| Would you consider the reason why 
the agricultural side of development in that country las 
been neglec ted because of its excellent grazing qualities 1— 
That and the fact that the holdings are all fairly large. In 
the first place it is due to the profits which have been 
obtained from grazing sheep. That country has always 
been regarded as pastoral couatry. The big landholders 
consider it is almost heresay to think of grazing anything 
else but sheep there. 

933. Mr. Doe.| Dealing with the question of the differ- 
ence between winter and summer fallow: It was stated to 
the Committee by one or two South Australian and Vie- 
torian farmers that in their judgment the winter fallow 
will give infinitely better results than the summer fallow 
as at present practised !— Yes, that is so, 

934, Mr. Drummond.| Regarding the proposal to swing 
from Warialda towards Boggabilla, a statement was made 
by one witness that the wheat-growing country around 
Warialda was fairly typical of that which he found along 
the route from there. Are you sufiiciently conversant with 
the country at Warialda to be able to state what are the 
comparative qualities of the soil on that suggested devia- 
tion ?—I am inclined to think that the soil is better on 
the route of the proposal under consideration. But I have 
not personally got the information about Warialda which 
would enable me to answer that question, 
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THURSDAY, 5 APRIL, 1923. 


Present: 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuarrmay), 


The Hon. Jot Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuae. Bourke, Esa. 


Winuram OCawrron, Esq. 
Brun James Dor, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drumuonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
in Camurra to Boggabilla. ‘ 


William Hutehinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tram- 
way Construction, recalled, and further examined :— 


935. Mr. Travers.| 'The Committeeasked you to supply an 
approximate estimate of cost of extending the proposed line 
from Camurra to Boggabilla to Goondiwindi on the Queens- 
land border, which would necessitate the construction of a 
bridge across the McIntyre River. I understand that you 
are unable to supply that estimate ?—That is so. We had 
“tga of the river nor of the length of line on the other 
side. 


936. Can you say whether an extension of the proposed 
railway to the southern bank of the river, opposite Goondi- 
windi, a distance of about 44 miles, would cost approxi. 
mately the same per mile as the proposed railway ?—I should 
think for the purpose of the inquiry you might take that as 
an estimate. I do not commit myself to that, but I think 
it would be a fair estimate. I can give you no idea at 
present of the estimated cost of a railway bridge across the 
river at Goondiwindi, 
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Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvers. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WituiaM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Daviy Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Camurra to Boggabilla. 


Charles Austin Hodgson, Chief Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn, and examined :— 


937. Mr. Travers.] Have you considered the matter of 
extending the proposed railway to the river at Goondi- 
windi?—Yes; I have prepared the following report :— 

Proposep RAILWAY—CAMURRA TO BOGGABILLA. 


Information desired by the members of the Public Werks Com- 
mittee on the following points has been collated, viz. :— 


(1.) Freight Rates on Goods, particularly Wheat and Stock, from 
Goondiwindi to Brisbane, and from Boggabilla to Sydney. 


A statement is attached showing a comparison of the rates for the 
principal traffic concerned, but it should be explained that it is 
largely a question of markets which controls the trend of business, 
and as there is already a considerable movement of stock traffic 
from Queensland through our north-western areas, the proposed line 
would be of great benefit to the pastoral industry, both in normal 
times and during adverse seasons, when advantage could be taken of 
our cross-country railway connections, Similarly, in respect to 
wheat traffic, any development in agriculture on the Queensland 
side would have the choice of two markets, and the line might-be 
regarded as a mutual feeder to both States, 


(2.) Whether the proposed line is likely to divert any traffic from 
New South Wales to Queensland. 


Jt is not considered that any traffic will be diverted from New 
South Wales to Queensland. The proposed line is strongly urged 
on the grounds of opening up a large area of Crown land (258,000 
acres) for local settlement, and creating subdivisions of large areas 
of freehold land now devoted to grazing purposes, and also to pro- 
vide greater facilities for legitimate trading between the two States 
without necessarily disturbing the existing flow of traffic. The 
estimated revenue has been based accordingly. 


(3.) Whether the proposed line would prove of greater utility from 
a traffic standpoint of view if continued to Goondiwindi. 


The distance from Boggabilla. to Goondawindi is 5 miles, along a 
stock route 4a mile wide adjoining the Barwon River, and from a 
pastoral point of view the terminus at Boggabilla would best meet 
the requirements, as the stock from New Scuth Wales could be 
more conveniently trucked there, whilet Queenslaud consignments 
would have but a short distance to travel on a well-watered route ; 
and especially with regard to cattle which require time to dry after 
being “* dipped” at the border, the 5-miles journey would be rather 
anadvantage. Apart from this, if the line were taken on to the river 
bank at Goondiwindi, extra expense of providing terminal accommo- 
dation there, as well as a station at Boggabilla, would have to be 
incurred without gaining any additional business, and it should also 
be mentioned that the terminus at Boggabilla would develop the 
township in the interests of New South Wales. 


FreicHr Rates between Brisbane and Goondiwindi (284 miles) ; 
between Sydney and Boggabilla (491 miles); and Newcastle 
and Boggabilla (891 miles) :— 


Rates between | Rates between | Rates between 

Description of Traffic, Brisbane and | Newcast!e and| Sydney and 
Goondiwindi. Boggabilla. Boggabilla. 

Per ton. Per ton. Per ton. 

Lo ae dl £ is: dd, aor Gly ele 

Wiheattscrtencue ceaeaatsantns 013 6 OFS O19 0 
Wool (Greasy) ...si:.0..es0 DW 4 2.5 6 oy 62 09) 
Wool (Scoured \iesex cee cane Beek ae) A) vom 
VIF Classivncttcateecca: cvsianeer ihe Ors I U4 fs, 
1a OE atone Merc Se 1 Aes ZO) Qelije 92 
B SoG Pistons cisseleensisisle's seltysip'atvie Bhi le we ales in 4a lS 
C Do taded sacodase montis dosodE 412 11 La)" ayy Ae opl4aes 
Vsti see ean aceree ett acs emagranees i ah ak it tes Ae Sia 3 
QI hia St ea caaiasescctssves a, UD 3S 818 2 Geilo tl 

SECS iii mecca ater dass casarekines LORU TS OMP eer esac we | Wh acters 

Sheep, per truck*...... Lapis Gouge 3 1214 4 1416 0 
Cattlepper truck Sareea... 714 0 1214 4 1416 0 


* New South Wales trucks will carry at least 20 per cent. more stock than 
: Queensland trucks. 


938. You are aware that the uniform gauge experts have 
recommended the conversion of the Dirrambandi, Goondi- 
windi, and Warwick line to 4 feet 8 inches gauge ;—does 
that alter your opinion as to the advisableness of extending 
the line to the border or of bringing the Queensland railway 
to tha New South Wales side on the 4 feet 8} inches 
guage !—No, not at present. As to whether it is desirable 
to link up this line with the Queensland railway after 
conversion is another matter. I think it will be some little 
period before conversion eventuates, 

939. Seeing that the limit of influence of a railway is 
about 12 miles, what is the necessity for taking this line to 
within 5 miles of the border ?—We take it up to the stock 
route, which runs east and west there. We expect to get 
trafic from Goondiwindi and from an easterly direction. 

940, That is stock—not agricultural traffic 1—Yes. 

*941, The-estimated revenue on the line is £28,000 ; 
could you say approximately how much of that revenue 
would be local and how much interstate ’—No, not at the 
moment. A considerable portion would be lecal. 
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Witness—C, A, Hodgson, 6 April, 1923. 


*942. Do you consider the interstate traffic on a line from 
Camurra to Boggabilla en appreciable factor ?—There is 
no doubt that it would be. A very considerable traffic in 
stock comes across from Queensland, and it seems to me 
that it always will be so. I would not like to say what it 
is,as I have no figures by me. I can, however, supply the 
Committee with information as to the proportion of inter- 
state traffic likely to come to the railway. Interstate 
trattic means really any traffic over the border, either way. 


= Note on Revision.—-With reference to questions Nos. 941 and 
942 no credit has been allowed fr the diversion of any wool or 
general goods traffic from the Queensland railways, butin regard to 
livestock, it has been assumed that the proposed line will legitimately 
serve this traffic as the natural outlet is from Queensland territory 
through Boggabilla to southern markets, and a fair allowance for 
this would be £4,000 per annum. Then in regard to coaching 
traffic, it is considered that the important township of Goondiwindi 
will benefit by the railway facilities at Boggabilla, and new business 
in passenger, &c., traffic created thereby. A conservative estimate 
of interstate earnings under this head would be £2,000; thus, it 
will be seen that of the £28,600 revenue credited to the whole 
lenzth from Camurra to Boggabilla, about £6,000 might be allowed 
for interstate business without unduly disturbing the existing trend 
of trade. 


943. Mr. Burke.| As to whether the proposed railway is 
likely to prove a New South Wales line or a Queensland 
line, there is a difference in freight on wheat as between 
JYoondiwindi and Brisbane, and Boggabilla and Sydney. 
There is also a disparity in the freight on sheep and 
cattle ?—That trade depends entirely upon the state of the 
market. Note the footnote at the bottom of my statement. 

944. Do you believe that the 5 miles to Goondiwindi 
from the proposed terminus at Boggabilla would make up 
for the difference in freight as between Goondiwindi and 
Brisbane, and Boggabilla and Sydney !—As regards wheat, 
yes. Stock trafic is quite unlike wheat traffic. It will 
go to the best market. The wheat price is a universal one, 
If growers can get more per head for their stock in Sydney 
they wil] send it there. If they can get more in Brisbane 
they will send to that market. Of course, stock would go 
to the nearest railway ; but it depends on the market. 

945. You are of opinion that the flow cf trade will not 
be interfered with to any appreciable extent !—That is so. 
We are hoping to open up this country and settle it more 
closely, and increase production. 

946, It is essentially wheat country ?—Yes, but the line 
will be a feeder for stock. It will bring stock from the 
north, and it is likely that it will be used to convey stock 
the other way. 


947. It will be practically a New South Wales line!— 
Oh, yes. 


948. Mr. Drummond.| As to traffic with Queensland 
have a bearing on the question, there is a fairly good 
traffic between Sydney and Newcastle to Queensland in 
manufactured goods?—I do not think the railways get 
much. It may go by water. I think it would go that 
way. ; 


919. We cannot expect wheat traffic from the Queens- 
land side unless the two systems are connected ?—-That is 
so. I would not expect very much if they were. 


$50. I understand that at present the Sydney market is 
considered to be the best for wool ?—-Thatis so. Woolisa 
different thing altogether. 


951. Is there not a possibility of a loss of trade if the 
line is not made ?—I doubt it, for this reason: it is not at 
all likely that Queensland wool would be sent by rail to 
New South Wales. It is possible that the wool teams 
bringing wool into Goondiwindi might travel on to Bogga- 
billa in order to send wool to the Sydney market, but they 
would not pay the additional trainage, because the rates for 
the short haul are pretty high, and that is what operates in 
regard to wheat. 


952. You vonsider that a line to Boggabilla is justified 1 
—Yes, 

953, Mr. Cameron.| You would not get any wool traftic 
from Queensland on the railway because it would be cheaper 
to send Queensland wcol to Brisbane 1—It is a question of 
market. 

954. But the wool market is the same in both places !— 
Not necessarily. 


955. The same buyers operate in both centres ?—Well, I 
am told that people prefer to have their wool sold in 
Sydney. 

956. They are the same men who buy in the Sydney 
market as in the Brisbane market?-~-Yes, I know all about 
it, because | have to haul them up there. But people who 
are interested tell me that it is s>. They say that, taking 
it all round, they can get a better price in the Sydney 
market. 

957. Mr, Drummond.| In the event of the line being 
constructed to Boggabilla woald you require fairly expen- 
sive terminal works, Would an engine shed and termina 
depot be necessary ?—Not necessarily. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923, 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTER ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


RAILWAY FROM GUYRA TO DORRIGO. 


REPORT. 


THe PartiAMENTARY STANDING ComMITTEE oN PuBLIc Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13 George V, No. 19) to whom 
was referred for consideration and report “‘ the expediency of constructing a line 
of railway from Guyra to Dorrigo,” have after due inquiry resolved that it is not 
expedient the proposed railway be constructed; and in accordance with subsection 
(d) of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, report their resolution to the 
Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. The question of railway construction from Guyra to Dorrigo and the North 
Coast was under consideration by the Committee in 1903 in connection with their inquiry 
into the proposed railway from Tenterfield to Casino; and the official evidence shows that 
various routes for connecting the Northern Tablelands with the coast were considered. 
Although unable to recommend the construction at that time of any of the lines under 
investigation, the Committee expressed the opinion that that which offered the most 
advantages in the way of land suitable for settlement and production was from Guyra, 
va Guy Fawkes and Dorrigo, to Coff’s Harbour or Glenreagh. 


A Royal Commission on Decentralisation in Railway Transit, reporting in 
1911, also considered the Guyra-Dorrigo-Glenreagh connection as preferable to the 
Tenterfield-Casino or Glen Innes-Grafton routes. That Commission, however, had 
in view the establishment of an overseas port at Port Stephens, and amongst the 
railways recommended to make that port fully effective as a decentralising factor was 
a line from Walcha-road, via Walcha, Nowendoc, Woodside, and the North Coast Railway, 
to Salamander Bay, Port Stephens. 


The matter of coastal connection was again under consideration by the Committee 
in 1916 in the course of their inquiry into the Glen-Innes-Inverell and Guyra-Inverell 
proposals. On that occasion the Committee reported that the evidence showed 
a consensus of opinion among the settlers on the eastern side of the Great Northern 
Line that the natural outlet for the produce of the west was wa Guyra and Glenreagh, 
from which point there would be a choice of two ports, viz., Grafton and Coft’s 
Harbour. The Committee also expressed the opinion that the Government had not 
yet given sufficient attention to the question where the deep-sea port to the north of 
Newcastle was likely to be established, and the effect thereon of the North Coast 
Railway and the suggested extension of the line from Kyogle to Brisbane wa Richmond 
Gap. It appeared to the Committee that the lines referred to would have a most 
important bearing on the matter. 


_ Since the date of the Committee’s report (2nd October, 1916) the remaining 
sections of the North Coast Line to South Grafton have been completed with the 
exception of a length of 18 miles between Macksville and Urunga; also the railway 
from Glenreagh to Dorrigo is under construction. With regard to the proposed 
extension from Kyogle to Richmond Gap (which forms part of the a su 
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Trunk Line recommended by the Royal Commission on Uniform Railway Gauge), 
the matter was the subject of inquiry by the Committee in 1921, when the conclusion 
arrived at was that it would be premature to recommend the construction of the line 
until completion of the North Coast Railway, including the line from South Grafton 
across the Clarence River to Grafton. 


Since that Committee’s inquiries the necessity for the line was urged from time 
to time by the Progress Associations at Dorrigo, Guy Fawkes, and Deervale and 
various railway leagues. It was stated that with railway construction thousands of 
acres of first-class agricultural land suitable for farming, fruit-growing, or dairying, 
would be made available for settlement; that the land about Deervale and Guy Fawkes 
adjoming the route could supply the whole State with potatoes; and that large areas 
of timber country would be opened up, and by affording facilities for the transport of 
stock, thousands of sheep and cattle would be saved in times of drought. 


The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 22nd 
November, 1922. 
THE PROPOSED LINE. 


2. The proposed railway commences at the Great Northern Railway at 288 
miles from Newcastle and about 2 miles north of Guyra Station, and proceeds in a 
generally easterly direction to 323 miles, passing about 1 mile south of the village of 
Falconer at 292 miles. From about 300 to 323 miles the route follows the ridge 
dividing the waters of the Aberfoyle River on the north from the waters of Chandler 
River on the south, then proceeds south-easterly to 341 miles and skirts the north- 
western end of Doughboy Range, and the head of Guy Fawkes Station is passed, 
_ about 3 miles on the south. By the free use of curvature the head of Little Murray 
River is reached, the village of Deervale being passed on the south at about 363 miles; 
thence the north-easterly direction is resumed to the township of Dorrigo, where the 
line ends at 377 miles from Newcastle and junctions with the authorised line from 
Glenreagh at about 70 miles from South Grafton. 
_ The works are heavy with a ruling grade of 1 in 60 against and 1 in 40 with the 
load; the sharpest curve is 10 chains radius. 


ESTIMATED COST. 
3. The estimated cost of a single line 89 miles in length, with 80 Ib. rails, a ruling 
grade of 1 in 60 against and 1 in 40 with the load, and the sharpest curve of 10 chains 
radius, is £1,558,768. 


Earthworks are estimated to cost £645,910; permanent way material, £200,565 ; 
plate-laying, ballasting, and sleepers, £181,702; culverts and timber crossings, 
£99,215; two tunnels (length, 670 yards), £61,976; station works (including junction, 
sidings, and signals), £46,114; and engineering, survey, and contingencies at 18 per 
cent., £237,778. 

RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


4. The statutory report of the Railway Commissioners points out that when 
the proposal was reported on in May, 1914, the estimated cost was £903,596, and 
interest was calculated on a 4 per cent. basis. This estimate was revised in November, 
1920, the amount then required being placed at £1,558,768, upon which the interest 
charge must now be calculated at 5§ per cent. The difference in interest alone would, 
therefore, amount to nearly £50,000 per annum, in addition to which the working 
expenses have enormously increased. Apart from these adverse aspects, the circum- 
stances have not materially changed since the statutory report above referred to was 
furnished. 

The Commissioners add that in their report on the proposed railways from Inverell 
to Guyra and Glen Innes it was pointed out that before any extension from Inverell 
is decided upon the question as to the necessity for a deep-sea port north of Neweastle 
would need to be determined by the Government, after which consideration could be 
given to the whole of the proposals for connecting the tableland with the coast. The 
present submission from Guyra to Dorrigo only permits of viewing the matter from a 
local standpoint, and as the area to be served for two-thirds of the distance consists 
of purely pastoral land sparsely populated, there is very little traffic to be catered 
for other than diverted business from the present main line, upon which a loss would 
be sustained, } 


ESTIMATED 
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ESTIMATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


5. The Railway Commissioners, referring to the question of revenue and expen- 
diture, mention in their statutory report that interest at 54 per cent. on £1,558,768— 
the cost of construction—would amount to £85,732 per annum, plus £26,500, for a 
daily train service, making a total of £112,232. 


In regard to revenue, so far as,local earnings are concerned, the most favourable 
view to be taken would not justify a greater credit than £13,000, or, roughly, half the 
operating cost. 


THE AREA TO BE SERVED. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 


6. Within the influence of the existing line at Guyra, and for a distance of 7 miles 
east, where the divide between the Macleay and Clarence waters is gained, the country 
is of basaltic nature, and is held in comparatively small areas, upon which sheep and 
cattle are being depastured, and agriculture is carried on to a limited extent. Approxi- 
mately midway between Guyra and Hbor, and in the neighbourhood of Aberfoyle, the 
holdings are larger and are being used principally for grazing, although a little agriculture 
is carried on in patches. 


Between Aberfoyle and Ebor the country, which consists principally of slate, 
sandstone, with occasional limestone formation, is in parts rough and broken and 
heavily timbered with gum, stringybark, and tallow-wood. The tableland country 
in the neighbourhood of Ebor is utilised principally for raising potatoes, maize and 
fruit, products for which it is eminently suitable. Beyond Ebor the railway route 
crosses the ridge between Guy Fawkes Creek and Nymboida River, and follows the 
range between the Nymboida and Bellinger Rivers to Dorrigo, on the Bielsdown Creek. 


The country to the north and for a limited distance to the south of Deervale 
is generally suitable for farming and grazing, and is held in comparatively small areas, 
and so continues to the limits of the area likely to be served by the completion of the 
line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo. 


The limits of area 12 miles on each side of the proposed line for a distance of 
about 50 miles are shown by the District Surveyor, Armidale Land Board, to embrace 
about 640,000 acres. 


The alienated long-leased lands comprise 552,000 acres. About 11,000 acres 
consist of agricultural lands, 331,000 acres of good grazing lands, and 210,000 acres of 
medium grazing lands. None of the Crown lands are suitable fer agriculture, and very 
little for medium grazing. The greater part of these lands is of a precipitous and rocky, 
_ Mountaious nature, and may occasionally im good seasons be partly used as relief 

country for starving stock. 


The State forests, as a rule, cover partly meditm grazing and partly moun- 
tainous country. The areas so reserved are essentially most suitable and valuable 
for the growth of marketable timbers, and it is not considered advisable to sacrifice 
these assets for settlement. The timbers are mostly hardwoods of blackbutt, stringy- 
bark, gum, &c. There is very little softwood, the hoop pine commencing just to 
the east of Ebor and on easterly into the Grafton Land Board District. 19 


The whole of the travelling stock, camping, water, and other small reserves 
have been recently inspected, and, where permissible, areas have been excised therefrom 
and alienated. It is not expected to obtain any further areas for settlement, as these 
reserves are required in the public interest for the respective gazetted purposes. 


LANDS INFORMATION. 


The area within a radius of 12 miles of the proposed line, and midway between.the 
existing and under-construction lines, is shown by the statistics supplied by the Lands 
Department to be 970,100 acres, and to include 631,800 acres of alienated, 179,500 acres 
of reserved, 75,200 acres of leased, and 83,600 acres of Crown lands. 
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Untenanted Crown Lands. 


The area of untenanted Crown lands is 23,700 acres, part of which—3,400 acres— 
has been set apart for Crown leases, ordinary Crown leases for returned soldiers only, 
additional holdings, and homestead farms, ordinary and for returned soldiers only. 
In addition, 21,000 acres of Crown lands held under occupation licenses have also been 
set apart for additional holdings, Crown leases, and homestead farms, making a total 
of about 24,400 acres of lands set apart. 


Of the Crown lands available for settlement applications have lately been made 
for 200 acres and 321 acres for Crown lease and additional Crown leases respectively, 
in the county of Clarke, and 732 acres for homestead farms in the county of Raleigh; 
making in all about 1,253 acres applied for. 


The country is level and undulating to hilly, steep, and mountainous, and is 
partly fair to good for grazing. The soil is sandy, rocky, and stony, grey, brown, red, 
dark and chocolate in parts, and is generally poor, with some small areas of good flats. 
The timber consists of stringybark, gum, peppermint, oak, tallow-wood, messmate, 
honeysuckle, turpentine, and box. 


Forest Reserves. 


There are thirteen Forest Reserves, with an aggregate area of 143,300 acres. 
Eleven of these, seven of which are partly within the limits of the affected area, have 
been dedicated as State forests, and their total area amounts to 132,000 acres. The 
country is broken, steep, hilly, and mountainous, and of slate and granite formation. 
The soil is gravelly and stony; red, brown, and chocolate in parts, with clay and rocky 
subsoil. The timber is good, consisting of blackbutt, tallow-wood, stringybark, white, 
yellow, and brush box, bloodwood, mahogany, turpentine, messmate, blue, grey, red, 
spotted, and flooded gum, peppermint, forest oak, apple, hickory, and cedar. 


18th Section Lease. 


There is only part (2,100 acres) of an 18th Section lease within the limits of the 
affected area, covered by reserve; it has a tenure of twenty-eight years, with twelve 
more years to run, at a rental of 1d. per acre. 


Closer Settlement Purchase Areas. 


The district affected contains twenty-two closer settlement purchase areas, 
eighteen wholly, and four partly, within its limits, with an aggregate area of 6,000 
acres. These were acquired by the Government under the provisions of the Closer 
Settlement Acts. 


Most of the farms have been applied for and allotted by the Minister. 


Reserved Lands. 


In addition to the 23,700 acres of untenanted Crown lands, there are 179,500 
acres of reserved lands not held under any tenure, other than annual tenure; 59,900 
acres of other Crown lands held under occupation license; and 2,100 acres held under 
18th Section lease, making a total of 265,200 acres of unalienated lands. 


RAINFALL. 


The average annual rainfall varies from 354 inches at Guyra to 88 inches (average 
for last four years) at Dorrigo. 
STATISTICAL, 


__ The portions of the police patrol districts affected by the proposed line—Guyra, 
Armidale, Hillgrove, Guy Fawkes, Bellingen, Dorrigo—contained 258 holdings in 
1919-20, with an alienated area of 349,936 and 469,540 acres of Crown lands. Of these 
1,057 acres were cultivated and 6,248 acres were under sown grasses. The holdings 
increased in 1921-22 to 265, with an occupied alienated area of 575,466 and 465,515 - 
acres of Crown lands. The total area cultivated in this year was 1,357 acres and 
- 6,361 acres were under sown grasses. 

Details of cultivation show an area under maize in 1919-20 of 257 acres, yielding 

6,366 bushels, and in 1921-22 of 381 acres, yielding 10,200 bushels. 7 
In the same years there were 365 and 590 acres under hay respectively. Potatoes 
cultivated in 1919-20 covered 285 acres; the yield amounted to 963 tons. In 1921-22 
the area cultivated was 238 acres for a yield of 529 tons. 
; The 
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The milch cows in 1920 numbered 789; all other cattle 43,568. In 1922 there 
was an increase in milch cows to 890, and a decrease in all other cattle to 40,616. In 
the same period the number of sheep fell from 198,885, to 165,651. There was, 
- however, an increase in the number of sheep shorn—trom 171,465 to 180,118, At the 
same time, the greasy wool yield decreased from 1,331,212 to 1,221,931 lb. 


There was an increase in the milk yield from 286,476 gallons in 1920 to 357,211 
gallons in 1922, and in the butter production from 23,060 lb. to 29,345 lb. The output 
of bacon in these years was 14,987 and 14,606 lb. respectively. | 


There are 228 private holdings within the affected area, the former varying 
from 50 to over 10,000 acres. Seven holdings of over 10,000 acres comprise 136,700 
acres of alienated and 67,321 acres of Crown lands. The greater portion of the holdings 
are up to 700 acres in extent. | 


THE INQUIRY AND EVIDENCE. 


7. The Committee’s inquiry has included an inspection of the area to be served 
and the hearing of evidence in Sydney and the various centres affected by the 
construction of the proposed line, the latter including Guyra, Aberfoyle, Ebor, 
Tyringham, Deervale, Dorrigo, and Glenreagh. 

In dealing with the proposal, the Committee have had in view the question 
of the most suitable connection with the Coast, and the possibility of settlement and 
local production, and of an interchange of products with the country to the north and 
north-west. , 7 

ARMIDALE. 


Armidale is interested in the construction of the proposed line, inasmuch as it 
‘is assumed that it will afford relief to graziers in the district desirous of getting their 
stock to feed areas in the coastal country, and will facilitate an interchange of general 
products. The stock put through the Armidale saleyards in 1922 numbered 22,000 
sheep and 4,000 cattle, most of which were brought from various localities for 
sale; whilst wool produced and trucked from the district amounted to 10,000 bales. 
Local producers anticipate that with a suitable port, wool will be consigned abroad 
direct instead of by rail to Sydney. 


Produce is sent from Armidale to the North Coast districts by team, or by rail 
to Sydney and thence by boat—in the case of the latter a distance of 700 miles as against 
120 to 130 miles direct. Team carriage on potatoes to Grafton, xa Ebor or Hernani, 
costs £4 per ton, and the amount forwarded, although not mentioned in evidence, is 
regarded as an important factor in the traffic on the proposed line. By rail direct the 
freight is expected to be 8s. 10d. per ton. The whole of the seed potatoes used on the 
North Coast, it is stated, must come from the tablelands or other chocolate country, 
owing to the fact that local seed will not keep over the hot months. Seed is consigned 
from the tableland to Sydney, thence by boat to the Northern Rivers. 


In connection with potato production, it has been pointed out that 70,000 tons 
of potatoes are annually imported into New South Wales from Tasmania and Victoria, 
and it has been urged that the construction of a line from Guyra'to Dorrigo would open 
up potato-growing country, the production of which would reduce‘the import by one- 
half. ay 

It is anticipated by Armidale district producers that the country along the 
proposed line will find a ready market for maize. A limited amount is raised—in 1922 
it was 8,000 bushels—portion of which is consumed locally, and the balance trucked 
to Sydney. } 


The cost of conveyance of chaff from Armidale to Dorrigo by road is £6 per 
ton. Over the same distance by rail the cost would be 10s. 10d. per ton. The cartage 
on butter and pig products from Dorrigo to Armidale is £10 per ton. With railway 
construction it would be £1 9s. 2d. per ton. | 


_ A large quantity of timber is obtained from Tyringham for building purposes 
m the city and surroundings at a transport cost of from 10s. to £1 per 100 feet; by rail 
it would be 2s. to 3s, €d. for the same quantity. Fat sheep sent from Sydney to Dorrigo 
cost 6s. per head for carriage, and it is claimed that with the construction of the 
proposed line they could be despatched from the north-western districts at 2s. per head. 
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Generally the classes of traffic which the tablelands would contribute towards 
making up the estimated loss on the proposed line are described as fodder, potatoes, 
fruit, stock, tourists, &c., whilst the return traffic would consist mainly of dairy produce, 
semi-tropical fruits, and timber, the latter of which should find a market on the table- 
lands and north-western country generally. At present. some of the timber coming 
from Tyringham is used in Orange, and there is stated to be a continuous demand for - 
it. Trees in the Tyringham district, of the value of £3 each, are, according to the evidence 
of one of the principal timber merchants, being ringbarked, and land containing timber 
of the value of £100 is being sold for £1 per acre. 


The estimated revenue from the proposed line—averaging £250 per week—is 
regarded by Armidale witnesses as a conservative one, and it has been urged that this 
would not only be materially increased, but that with railway construction the district 
affected would speedily become settled with advantage to the State generally. 


Compared with the proposed line from Tenterfield to Casino, the Guyra to 
Dorrigo connection is claimed to possess advantages, for the reason that the whole of 
the country to be served is suitable for development, and that all serious engineering 
difficulties have already been overcome by the construction of the existing Dorrigo— 
coastal connection. 


GUYRA. 


The claims of Guyra to railway connection with the west and the coast are based 
upon the fact that the railway line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo has been partially con- 
structed, and that its linking up with the Northern line and Inverell will necessitate 
less costly construction than would any other suggested route; also that it would serve 
extensive agricultural and pastoral districts, stimulate the mining industry in the 
neighbourhood of Rockvale, Stanifer, Tingha, Howell, &c., open up country for the 
relief of starving stock, give an opportunity for the exchange of products, and 
promote settlement. 


The township is the centre of a potato-growing and mixed farming community, 
and as showing the quality of the country it has been represented that within a radius 
of 14 miles east, and 10 miles north and south, are 42 farms with an average area of 
255 acres. Within a similar area on the western side are 83 farms with an average 
of 2537 acres. The average yields from this area per acre are given as 3 tons of potatoes, 
30 bushels of oats, 20 bushels of wheat, 40 bushels of corn, 40 bushels of barley, 45 
bushels of rye, and 14 tons of hay. Other products for which the country is suitable, but 
which are not largely grown, are turnips, peas, beans, sorghum, &c. 


Potatoes are regarded as the main crop of the district, the yield averaging 3 tons 
to the acre—a little higher than the average for the whole of the State—and their quality 
and soundness are considered locally to be unsurpassed. The output of the district, 
including Llangothlin on the north, and Black Mountain on the south, amounts to 
several thousand tons annually. It is stated that approximately 450,000 bags—30,000 
tons—of table potatoes were trucked in 1915—a record year. Sixty per cent. of the ~ 
production finds a market in Queensland, although the freight charges are higher than 
those. to Sydney. The market in both States fluctuates; but the price of potatoes is 
usually higher in Brisbane by from £1 to £2 per ton. Although Ebor and Dorrigo are 
regarded as better producing country than Guyra, the latter, in the event of the coastal 
connection being constructed, would, it is stated, always be able to supply the coastal 
districts, inasmuch as the crops in the areas mentioned are gathered at different periods 
of the year. 


Almost’ every class of feed is successfully grown for dairying. 


Guyra, it is claimed, is the most important point for railway connection, not 
only with the north-west, but also with the coast, on account of its central situation 
between Armidale and Glen Innes, and also between Brisbane and Sydney. The bulk 
of the country within an area of 30 miles east of Guyra is described as suitable for settle- 
ment, some of the country already being used by share farmers on areas of 80 to 100 
acres for potatoes, oats, wheat, and corn. The living area on arable and farming land 
throughout the whole of the area between Guyra and Dorrigo, is said to be from 200 
to 300 acres; on basalt country, 640 acres; and on purely grazing land, 1,280 acres. 

The district generally is good relief country, and in recent years has maintained 
many thousand head of cattle from the western areas. The average carrying capacity 
is stated to be a beast to 6 acres. Between 


x1 


Between 6,000 and 7,000 bales of wool leave Guyra annually for oversea shipment 
from Sydney and Newcastle, the bulk of which is obtained from the districts east and 
west of Guyra, and this, under present conditions, has to be carted from distances varying 
from 10 to 50 miles. The evidence of those interested in the wool trade indicates that 
with a railway line to the coast, and the establishment of a suitable port, the bulk of 
the wool produced within the influence of the proposed line, as well as from districts 
to the north, west, and south-west, would find its way thereto. 


ABERFOYLE. 


From a point 14 miles east of Guyra to approximately 9 miles east of Aberfoyle, 
and for 10 miles north and south, there are, according to local evidence, about 130,000, 
acres of which 43,000 acres are suitable for close settlement, and are carrying, even under 
present conditions, a fairly large population. The area referred to includes 30,000 acres 
of basalt country, adapted for raising sheep capable of giving the highest quality of 
wool, and interspersed with farming land suitable for cold-weather crops, dairying, 
fruit culture, &c. It is estimated that upon the best of this country from 250 to 300 
acres are sufficient for a living area. 


Within the district referred to there are estimated to be 18,000 sheep and 2,000 
cattle, the carrying capacity of the country being 14 acres to one sheep, and 15 acres 
to one grown beast (inclusive) ; 2.e., 15 acres would carry ten sheep and one grown beast. 
On specialiy good areas, however, the country is carrying an average of a sheep to the 
acre. The greasy wool production is given as approximately 561,000 lb. per annum. 


For sheep farming, 1,280 to 1,600 acres are considered to be sufficient, and for 
mixed farming 640 acres. Practically the whole of the country is alienated, and, with 
the exception of Aberfoyle and Lyndhurst stations, of 22,000 acres each, is mostly 
held in areas of 1,280 acres. 


The principal production consists of wool and stock, the former being conveyed 
to Sydney via Guyra, at a road carriage of £2 per ton. With the cutting up of large 
estates the district, it is stated, would increase in population, and would produce large 
quantities of corn, oaten chaff, and potatoes, which would find a market east and west, 
including the coastal districts and oversea. 

Between the 34 and 43 mile pegs from Guyra, and 10 miles on either side of the 
route, are 120,000 acres, including 6,000 of basaltic country, half of which is arable. 
Upon this area 45,000 sheep and 5,800 cattle are depastured; the wool production is 
estimated at 400,000 Ib. annually. The holders of this country, numbering about 
twenty-six, are growing sufficient for home consumption only, but given better market- 
ing facilities, maize, oats, and potatoes might be grown successfully. It is assumed that 
with railway construction this area would carry sixty new settlers, and a population of 
250 to 300. 

Lamb raising, apparently, does not pay on account of the uncertainty of the 
seasons, but it is assumed that the position would be improved with railway construction. 
Under present conditions, however, on account of the distance from Guyra and the cost 
of railway carriage to Sydney—8s. 6d. per head—the industry is out of the question. 


Exon. 


The Guy Fawkes district, of which Ebor, 52 miles from the starting point of 
the proposed line is the centre, is confining its industrial operations to grazing, although 
large areas are adapted to the production of potatoes, maize, oats, &c. The high cost 
of carriage, however, both to Armidale and South Grafton, renders production of this 
nature impossible, except for local consumption. Some. years ago a butter factory 
was established in the township, but, owing to inconvenience of transport and difficulty 
of getting produce to market in a satisfactory condition, operations were removed to 
Tyringham, at which place the experience of the suppliers has been disastrous. The 
nearest butter factory is at Dorrigo, but, owing to the cost of carrying cream to that 
centre—7s. 6d. per can—the dairying industry around Ebor and Hernani, 10 miles 
to the north, has been superseded by grazing, and a little maize and potato production. 
The settlers, however, are stated to be desirous of uniting to establish the dairying 
industry on a sound basis. At present, so far as Hernani is concerned, the industry 
is being retarded by the pick of the country being held in large areas for grazing; and it 
is stated that until these are cut up, and railway facilities are provided, there 1s little 
hope of a butter factory and of general farming being successful. , 
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To the south-west of Ebor is the settlement of Wollomombi, within an area 
of 12 miles to the south of which, and including 20,000 acres westward in the 
direction of Armidale, are, according to local estimate, 200,000 acres of undulating 
basalt, granite, and trap country used for grazing only. ‘The area is stated to be 
also capable of growing maize, wheat, oats, potatoes, rape, lucerne, and other farm 
crops in abundance; but, owing to the long haul to the railway line at Armidale— 
26 miles—comparatively little agricultural work is done. The latest stock returns. 
issued by the Stock Board are given at 107,777 sheep and 7,326 large stock, and it 1s 
stated that the average carrying capacity is about 5 acres to three sheep. It is 
estimated that if the proposed line is constructed 10,000 bales of wool will be produced 
annually between Guyra and Wongwibinda. ! Hata 


There are sixty graziers in this portion of the district with holdings of from 
2,000 to 7,000 acres. The surplus fat stock are invariably trucked to Homebush, - 
whilst the store stock is sold to western and north-western buyers for fattening and 
marketing. Although there are numerous springs and creeks in the gullies in this 
portion of the district the rainfall is not regarded as heavy enough for the production — 
of the necessary fodders for dairying. 


The Ebor-Hernani district is regarded as excellent relief country for starving 
stock, and it is anticipated locally that with railway connection with the northern and- 
north-western lines many thousands of stock will be agisted in times of drought. 
According to local estimate there were at the time of the Committee’s inquiry from 
8,000 to 10,000 cattle on agistment in the area. During the dry period of 1915 there 
was very little loss of stock, and in 1918 from 20,000 to 22,000 cattle from the north- 
west were relieved. Generally the area along the whole of the route of the proposed - 
line is regarded as immune from drought. . 


Within 12 miles north of the surveyed line at Ebor, and extending for a distance 
of 30 miles through and north-east of Tyringham to Dorrigo is a belt of forest country 
stated to contain approximately 400,000 acres of commercial softwood and hardwood, | 
including ironbark, which it is assumed would be exploited with railway construction 
and placed on the trucks at Ebor and Tyringham. 


Potatoes grow prolifically in the Ebor district, and it is estimated that within 
a radius of 6 miles of the township from 600 to 700 tons are produced from approximately 
120 acres—in certain instances the yield reaches 10 tons to the acre—and these are~ 
marketed, when prices permit, at Grafton, Armidale, Macksville, Bellingen, and the 
Richmond River. Of the Ebor country generally 75 per cent. is said to be suitable 
for potato-growing with an average yield of 5 to 6 tons to the acre, and from 200 to 
300 acres are stated to be sufficient for a living area with mixed farming and dairying. 
In view of the suitability for potato-growing of the country generally, it is stated 
locally that fully one half of the 80,000 tons of potatoes imported into the State could 
be produced within the sphere of influence of the proposed line around Ebor. 


DorRRIGo. 


Although, owing to the non-completion of the railway from Glenreagh to the 
township, Dorrigo remains in an isolated position, its industrial and commercial 
growth has been considerable since the initiation of the settlement over twenty 
years ago. 


During the last nine years there has been an increase of inward tonnage - 
approximating 150 per cent. The present import within a 15-mile radius of Dorrigo 
is stated to be 320 tons per month, exclusive of goods sent direct to Ebor, Hernani, 
and Tyringham, which draw their supplies from Armidale and Grafton. The actual 
minimum Gost of landing a ton of goods in Dorrigo from Sydney, via Coff’s Harbour, 
is £5 16s., including £3 5s. for road carriage; and it has beea stated in evidence that 
with the construction of the North Coast line and the completion of the Glenreagh- 
Dorrigo connection, most of the goods imported will be carried by rail instead of by 
water. 


The police patrol district is estimated to contain a population of 4,000. In: 
view of the present development it is not anticipated that with railway connection 
with the Great Northern line population will increase around Dorrigo to the same 
extent as is likely in the Guy Fawkes area, but it has been urged that additional 
settlement may be expected from the cutting up of existing farms. Within an area 
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of 5 miles of the township, embracing a population of from 400 to 500 settlers, room 
may be found. for from forty to filty additional farms of from 80 to 100 acres, sufficient, 
according to the local evidence, to maintain a family. One of the oldest farmers of the 
district expresses the view that a farm of 80 acres would carry forty cows, thirty-eight 
pigs, twenty young stock, and 5 acres each of corn and potatoes, giving a gross annual 
income of £925. 

The character of the country from 10 to 15 miles west has been described as 
of such a nature that similar development to that which has taken place around 
Dorrigo would follow railway construction. A very large interchange of products 
is expected from the construction of the proposed line; also that, whilst the trade 
with the metropolitan market will be maintained, additiona! markets will be opened 
up with various centres on the Northern, Western, and North Coast lines. 

__Dorrigo is the centre of a gradually developing dairying district. The local 
butter factory was established in 1907, when the output was 24 tons, one-fourth of 
this production coming from a dozen farms. At present there are 243 suppliers, and 
the butter production for the twelve months ended April, 1923, was 545 tons, an 
increase of over twenty-fold. Practically the whole of the output is forwarded by motor 
trolly tc Cofi’s Harbcur for transit to Sydney; and it is assumed that with the con- 
struction of the proposed line the output would be more than doubled. 

Maize and potatoes form the principal products of the Dorrigo district, but 
the output is restricted owing to the heavy cost of freight. By road to Raleigh, 30 
miles, transport charges are £3 per ton; thence by rail to Grafton, 68 miles, the cost 
is 19s. 7d. per ton. The completion of the Glenreagh to Dorrigo railway is expectea 
to stimulate the agricultural industry by reducing the cost of carriage, and, in 
conjunction with its extension to Guyra, lead to increased trade on the coast and to 
the north and north-west. 

The forest areas of the Dorrigo district are extensive and valuable. Within 
an area of approximately 20 miles west and north-west of the township 25,487,281 feet 
of timber, including 80 per cent. of pine, have been milled since 1917-18, from which 
£11,101 16s. has been received in royalties and fees. The total area available is 
estimated at 127,600 acres. The bulk of the output was forwarded to the Sydney 
market and was used in the State. It is anticipated, however, that with the 
construction of the proposed line and its extension to Inverell, the bulk of the trado 
will go westward. Unless some scheme of reafforestation is initiated it is apparent 
that the softwoods will, in the course of years, be cut out; the hardwoods, however, 
are likely to reafforest themselves if given the opportunity. 

To the south of the proposed line, between Dorrigo and Deer Vale, is an 
extensive area of timber country, known as the Bellingen State forest, the timber from 
which, on account oi its inacesssibility, could not be utilised as railway freight on the 
proposed line, but would probably find a market via Bellingen and Macksville. 


Deer VALE. 


Highteen miles west of Dorrigo by rough and tortuous roads, and a similar distance 
from Kbor, is the settlement of Deer Vale, to the north-west of which, in the direction 
of Meldrum Downs and Hernani, are extensive tracts of well-grassed, open, untimbered 
country, suitable for cattle-raising, dairying, and, in parts, agricultural production. 
Immediately to the east, in the direction of Dorrigo, the country generally within a few 
miles north of the proposed line is well settled, although on account of lack of transport 
facilities production is retatded. 

Under existing conditions, dairying is practically the only way of making a 
living, the carriage of maize, potatoes, &c., being too costly to warrant production 
other than for home consumption. With railway facilities, however, the evidence 
shows that root crops, particularly potatoes, would be grown right through to Dorrigo. 
In this portion of the district to be served, 100 to 250 acres, and possibly less, are regarded 
as suificient for a living area. The country to the west is stated to have been going 
back for the last ten years, and as a result many of the small holdings are unoccupied 
and profitless for want of cheap transport. . 

. Concerning a suggested deviation from Hbor, proceeding in a north-easterly 
drection through Hernani and Tyringham, the lecal evidence shows that with the 
construction of the line as proposed Tyringham would be 50 miles nearer their western 
market for timber than under present conditions, and that, with the deviation, the rich 
lands both east and west of Deer Vale would be deprived of a necessary line. ee 
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Corr’s HARBour. 


Cofi’s Harbour is c'a’med locally to be the most suitable port for the who'e of 
the trade from the New England tableland and the western and north-western country, 
on the ground of its safety, accommedation, depth of water, position, and the possibilities 
of its future extenson. Under present conditions, although hampered by the lack of 
railway communication, there is a large inward trade in general goods for the Dorrigo 
and portions of the country further west. The principal exports from the same area 
are 1,000 boxes of butter and approximately 300,000 feet of timber (half of which 
consists of pne) per week, received at Coramba and Raleigh, and railed thence to the 
harbour for transhipment to Sydney. It is assumed that with the construction of the 
railway from Glenreagh to the tableland this trade will be increased enormously, and 
that even with the completion of the North Coast line the trend of traffic will, on account 
of the cheapness of water transit, still be to the harbour for despatch to its destination 
by boat. 

With the opening of that portion of the North Coast railway which embraces 
Coff’s Harbour and Glenrcagh, there has been a steady increase of railway traffic to 
the port. The tonnage for the eight months ended May, 1922, was 9,823, compared 
with 13,114 tons for the same period in 1923, the increase being principally confined 
to timber conveyed by team to and railed from stations between Coffs Harbour and 
Glenreagh. The bulk of the traffic was transhipped at Coff’s Harbour and sent to its 
destination by sea. In the same period the passengers to and from Coffs Harbour 
increased in number by 9,500. 


GLENREAGII. 


In common with other townships, Glenreagh has benefited by the opening of 
portions of the North Coast railway, and is now able to forward timber, maize, and 
dairying products by rail to Grafton, Woolgoolga and Cofi’s Harbour, principally for 
consignment to Sydney. Experimental and trial crops are claimed to have demonstrated 
that the district north, south, and west, with its rich soil, good rainfall, and water- 
courses, is capable of supplying practically the whole of the North Central tableland 
and north-west slopes with agricultural products; and the fact that ‘these have not 
been developed to a greater extent is stated to be solely due to the lack of railway 
communication. 


Natural grasses of pastoral value abound to a large extent in the Glenreagh 
region, and Hnglish grasses have also been successfully introduced. Fodder grasses, 
including Rhodes and Soudan, grow luxuriantly, and forin excellent material for silage 
and hay. It has also been demonstrated over small areas that lucerne of good quality 
can be grown on the alluvial flats of the district with the application of lime, but without 
this—which can only be obtained from the tableland—the large amount of lucerne 
which that area is expected to consume cannot be profitably produced. 


The products at present not easily available to the north and north-western 
areas, which the Glenreagh district could supply, are stated to be maize, citrus fruit, 
fish (the latter principally from Woolgoolga), and timber, in return for chaff, hay, 
wheat, &c. 


The Glenreagh country, which includes the Nymboida coal-beds, is stated to 
be highly mineralised. A fair prospect of coal has been obtained about half a mile 
from the township, and large deposits of ironstone exist in the direction of 
Woolgoolga. 


SUGGESTED DEVIATION V/4 TYRINGHAM. 


8. A suggested deviation from Ebor to the north-east through Tyrmgham, 
and thence to the terminus at Dorrigo, has been considered. The line, as proposed, 
between Ebor and Dorrigo, would, on account of the conformation of the country, serve 
a very limited area on its southern side, and it is claimed that the deviation, although 
from 6 to 7 miles longer, and crossing a couple of rivers which would require to be bridged, 
is justified on the ground that it would assist in the exploitation of extensive belts of 
tallow-wood and other marketable timbers, and would open up 75,000 acres of country 
upon which 300 new settlers may be settled. The whole of this country is described as 
suitable for dairying, and parts of it for successful corn, potato, and fruit production. 

The 
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The freight on timber from the Cedar Log Mill, near Tyringham to Armidale, is 
at present 20s. and 14s. per 100 feet super. for hardwood and softwood respectively. 
The output cf the local mill has been suspended on account of the high cost, but the 
manager estimates that within the influence of the suggested deviated route are 192,000 
acres of timbered country, carrying approximately 20,000 feet to the acre—a total 
of 3,840,000,000 feet 
New England, north-western, and other districts at a freight of 10s. per 100 feet—a total 
freightage of £19,200,000—thus giving to the railway, at an average output of 300,000 
feet per week, a revenue from timber freightage of £1,500 per week. 


The grazing capacity of the scrubland in the Tyringham area is given as one beast 
to 2 acres, and on forest country one beast to 10 acres. Produce from the district is 
carried to Armidale at £5, and to Grafton £4 per ton, whilst for cream to Dorrigo the 
charge is 14d. per lb. 


The suggested deviation would involve extra railway construction of 6 miles, 
and the bridging of two rivers. On the other hand, the proposed route between Ebor 
and Dorrigo would, on account of its precipitous nature, serve country on one side 
only, the Bellingen River forest areas on the south being practically maccessible from 
the Dorrigo plateau. 


CONCLUSION. 


9. The Committee have arrived at the conclusion that it is net expedient tke 
proposed line be constructed. 


Much of the evidence tendered in support of the proposed lne combined with 
the Guyra—Inverell connection, has been to the effect that it will give the prcducers 
north and north-west of Inverell an opportunity of despatching produce overseas via 
Coffs Harbour or the Clarence River. The Committee have given this aspect of the 
question careful consideration and have to point out that no determination has been 
arrived at by the present or previous Governments to convert either Coff’s Harbour or 
the Clarence River into a deep sea port, and even if they could be so converted it 
is extremely doubtful whether the trend of traffic would be in that directicn. From 
Moree, the principal centre west of Inverell, the distance to Ccff’s Harbour va 
xuyra and Glenreagh is 312 miles, as against 300 miles to Newcastlo, and the natural 
inference is that the shortest and consequently the cheapest route to an established 
port already fully equipped would be followed. In the case of the Clarence River 
at South Grafton the distance is approximately the same. 


It has to be added that the works at present being carried out at Coff’s Harbour, 
and estimated to cost £465,456, include an extension of the northern wall to Mutton 
Bird Island; an extension of the eastern breakwater towards the same point, a distance 
of 1,200 feet; and the construction of two jetties on the lee of the eastern wall. The 
area available within the port when the work is completed will be 116 acres, carrying 
a depth of 24 feet at low water. This will accommodate many of the interstate 
vessels and the smaller class of oversea ships. When the work is completed vessels 
of from 4,000 to 5,000 tons capacity can be navigated in and out in calm weather 
without difficulty; but the official evidence reveals that in an easterly gale vessels 
of this size will have to put to sea to avoid being blown ashore. The cost of creating 
a larger port capable of dealing with vessels of 35 feet draft would amount approximately 
to £879,000, covering an area of 148 acres; £1,236,900, covering 260 acres; £1,274,200, 
covering 250 acres; and £2,071,800, covering 363 acres. 

Summarised, the position regarding Coff’s Harbour is that the existing jetty 
cannot with safety be extended without an extension of the breakwater, the result of 
which would be a narrowing of the entrance and a decrease of the area for manceuvring 
vessels with a length corresponding to a draught of over 24 feet. Requirements can 
be met for vessels of not more than 4,000 to 5,000 tons capacity; but vessels of a larger 
size cannot be handled on account of the lack of room. 


Regarding Clarence River, which has been suggested as an alternative deep-sea 
port, the Committee draw attention to the fact that the entrance provides for vessels 
of a 12-feet draught at all states of the tide. The construction of a breakwater on the 
northern side entrance and the removal of the reef have been authorised, but the work 
has not been commenced. It is considered officially, however, that the result of the 
work should be an improvement in the depth of the entrance channel and a lessening 
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of the amount of dredging required. The improvements referred to, estimated to cost 
£69,000 and £28,000 respectively, will when completed enable vessels of 14 to 15 feet 
dré aught to enter the port and navigate the route to Grafton. Additional dredging 
ro! juired to maintain this depth is estimated to cost £6,000 per annum. In order to 
provide for deep-sea vessels an outer harbour of 282 acres in extent might bo formed 
by breakwaters, leaving an opening of 1,400 feet for navigation. An inner harbour, 
when dredged for 4 fathoms in depth, eon be 440 acres, The two works are estimated 
to cost respectiy ely £1,044,000, and £676,000. The annual cost of dredging the harbeur, 
which, being at the mouth oi the river, would be subject to heavy floods, is set down 
at £10,000 per annum. 
In view of the circumstances mentioned, and the fact that the [ne would carry 
a heavy annual loss, the Committee consider that econstrnetion at the present juneture 
would be premature. 


HSOLUTIONS PASSED. 


10. The resolutions passed by the Committee are shown in the following 
oxtract from the Minutes of Proceedings :— ‘ 


Mr. Cameron moved :—‘“Tl at in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed 
railway from Guyra to Dorrigo, as referred t» them by the Lezislative Assembly, be 
constructed.” 


Mr. Drummond seconded the motion, which was negatived on the following division ;— 


Ayes, 3. é Noes, 4. 
Mr. Burke. | Mr. Dick, 
Mr. Cameron, | Mr. Doe, 
Mr. Drummond, Mr. Mahony. 
Mr, Travers, 


Mr. Travers moved :—--‘That in the opinion of the Committee it is not expedient the proposed 
railway from Guyra to Dorrigo, as referred to them hy the Legislative Assembly, be 
constructed,” 


Mr. Dick seconded the motion, which was carried on the following division :— 
Ayes, 4. Noes, 2. 
Mr. Dick, 
Mr, Doe, 
Mr. Mahony. 
Mr. Travers, 


Mr. Burke, 
Mr, Cameron, 
Mr. Drummond. 


W. iP. DICK: 
CO auman, 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
28 November, 1922. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


RAILWAY FROM GUYRA TO DORRIGO. 


TUESDAY, 30 JANUARY, 1923. 


Vresent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHaAtratan). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. _ 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Ese. 


The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under Secretary for Public Works, 
sworn and examined :— 


1. Chatrman.| Have you a prepared statement? Yes, 


it is as follows :— 
Proposep RAILWAY FROM GUyRA TO Dorrico. 


Estimated cost, £1,558,768, or £17,514 per mile, exclusive 
of land and compensation. 

Length, 89 miles. 

Ruling grade, 1 in 60 against and 1 in 40 with the load. 

Sharpest curve, 10 chains radius. 


On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works 
and Minister for Railways (Hon. R. T. Ball, M.L.A.) moved 
in the Legislative Assembly, “ That it be referred to the Par- 
liamentary Standing Committee on Public Works to con- 
sider and report upon the expediency of constructing a line 
of railway from Guyra to Dorrigo.” Question resolved in the 
affirmative. 

The question of a railway from Guyra to Dorrigo and the 
North Coast was under consideration by the Public Works 
Committee in 1903 in connection with their inquiry into the 
proposed railway from Tenterfield to Casino, Various routes 
fer connecting up the Northern Tablelands with the coast 
were considered, and, although unable to recommend the con- 
struction at that time of any of the lines under investiga- 
tion, the Committee expressed the opinion that that which 
offered the most advantages in the way of Jand suitable for 
settlement and production was from Guyra via Guy Fawkes 
and Dorrigo to Coff’s Harbour or Glenreagh. 

The Royal Commission on Decentralization in Railway 
Transit, reporting in 1911, also considered the Guyra- 
Dorrigo-Glenreagh connection as preferable to the Tenter- 
field-Casino or Glen Innes-Grafton proposals. That Commis- 
sion, however, had in view the establishment of an overseas 
port at Port Stephens, and amongst the railways recom- 
mended to make that port fully effective as a decentralising 
factor was a line from Walcha-road, via Walcha, Nowendoe, 
Woodside, and the North Coast Railway to Salamander Bay, 
Port Stephens. 

The matter of coastal connection was again under con- 
sideration by the Public Works Committee in 1916 in the 
course of their inquiry into the Glen Innes-Inverell and 
Guyra-Inverell proposals. On that occasion the Committee 
reported that the evidence given showed a concensus of 
opinion among the settlers on the eastern side of the Great 
Northern Line that the natural outlet for the produce of the 
west was via Guyra and Glenreagh, from which point there 
would be a choice of two ports, viz., Grafton and Coff’s Har- 
bour. The Committee also expressed the opinion that the 
Government had not yet given suflicient attention to the 
question where the deep-sea port to the north of Newcastle 
was likely to be established, and the effect thereon of the 
North Coast Railway and the suggested extension of the line 
from Kyogle to Brisbane via Richmond Gap. It appeared 
to the Committee that the lines referred to would have a 
most important bearing on the matter. 
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Since the date of the Committee’s report (2nd October, 
1916) the remaining sections of the North Coast Line up to 
South Grafton have been completed with the exception of a 
length of 18 miles between Macksville and Urunga; also the 
railway from Glenreagh to Dorrigo is under construction. 
With regard to the proposed extension from Kyogle to Rich- 
mond Gap (which forms part of tlie Interstate Main Trunk 
Line recommended by the Royal Commission on Uniform 
Railway Gauge), the matter was the subject of inquiry by 
the Public Works Committee in 1921, when the conclusion 
arrived at was that it would be premature to recommend the 
construction of the line until completion of the North Coast 
Railway, including the line from South Grafton across the 
Clarence River to Grafton. 


Following is the official description of the proposed line :— 


“This proposed railway commences on the Great Northern 
Railway at 288 miles from Newcastle and about 2 miles north 
of Guyra Station; it proceeds in a generally easterly direc- 
tion to 823 miles, passing about 1 mile south of the village 
of Faleoner at 292 miles; from about 800 to 823 miles it 
follows the ridge dividing the waters of the Aberfoyle River 
on the north from the waters of Chandler River on the 
south ; the line then proceeds south-easterly to 841 miles and 
skirts the north-western end of Doughboy Range, and the 
head of Guy Fawkes Station is passed about 3 miles on the 
south; from 354 to 368 miles by the free use of curvature the 
head of Little Murray River is reached, the village of Deer 
Vale being passed on the south at about 363 miles; thence 
the north-easterly direction is resumed to the township of 
Dorrigo, where the line ends at 377 miles from Newcastle 
and junctions with the authorised line from Glenreagh at 
about 70 miles from South Grafton. 


“The works are heavy with a ruling grade of 1 in 60 
against and 1 in 40 with the load; the sharpest curve is 10 
chains radius.” 


The Railway Commissioners’ latest statutory 
dated 18th December, 1921, and is as follows :— 


report is 


PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM GUyYRA TO DorRIGo. 


In accordance with the request of the Hon. the Minister 
for Public Works and Railways, and in pursuance of the 
provisions of the Public Works Act, 1912, the Commis- 
sioners beg to submit their report on the proposed railway 
from Guyra to Dorrigo, a distance of 89 miles. — 


When the above proposal was reported on in May, 1914, 
the estimated cost was £903,596, and interest was calculated 
on a 4 per cent. basis. This estimate was revised in Novem- 
ber, 1920, the amount then required being placed at 
£1,558,768, upon which the interest charge must now be cal- 
culated at 54 per cent. The difference in interest alone 
would, therefore, amount to nearly £50,000 per annum, in 
addition to which working expenses have enormously in- 
creased, Apart from these adverse aspects, the circum- 
stances have not materially changed since the statutory 
report above referred to was furnished. 
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Witness—T. B. Cooper, 30 January, 1923. 


In our report of the 9th instant (see Appendix “ A”) on 
the proposed railways from Inverell to Guyra and Glen 
Innes, it was pointed out that before any extension from 
Inverell is decided upon the question as to the necessity for 
a deep-sea port north of Newcastle would need to be deter- 
mined by the Government, after which consideration could 
be given to the whole of the proposals for connecting the 
tableland with the coast. ‘The present submission from 
Guyra to Dorrigo only permits of viewing the matter from 
a local standpoint, and as the area to be served for two- 
thirds of the distance consists of purely pastoral land 
sparsely populated, there is very little traffic to be catered 
for other than diverted business from the present main line, 
upon which a loss would be sustained. 

Interest at 54 per cent. on £1,558,768 would amount to 
£85,732 per annum, plus £26,500 for a daily train service, 
making a total of £112,232. 

In regard to revenue, so far as local earnings are con- 
cerned, the most favourable view to be taken would not 
justify a greater credit than £18,000, or, roughly, half the 
operating cost. 


‘©The Common Seal of the Railway ) 
Commissioners for New South | 

» Wales was hereunto affixed the { 
thirteenth day of December, one f 
thousand nine hundred and | 
twenty-one, in the presence of— J 


W. Jxo. Morris, Secretary.” 


In December, 1912, the Minister of the day (Mr. Griffith) 
promised a deputation introduced by the late Mr. Briner, 
M.L.A., that he would submit the Guyra-Dorrigo proposal to 
the Public Works Committee the following session, and if 
recommended by that body the work would be carried out 
as soon as funds were available. Mr. Griffith also informed 
the deputation that Coff’s Harbour would be made into a 
proper deep-sea port, and that he had always regarded 
the North Coast line as a series of sections which would 
feed the various ports along the coast. 

Subsequently by direction of the Minister a survey was 
made of the line Guyra to Dorrigo, and on 80th May, 1914, a 
statutory report was furnished by the Chief Railway Coin- 
missioner. The estimated cost was given as £903,596, and 
the estimated annual loss £39,082. The Chief Commissioner 
stated that of all the proposals for connecting the tableland 
to the coast that from Guyra to Dorrigo had most to recoin- 
mend it, but in view of the large expsanditure involved and 
the heavy expense that would be incurred in working the 
line with 1 in 40 grades and 10 chains curves, and also bear- 
ing in mind that it would divert business from the existing 
Main Northern Line, he was unable to recommend construe- 
tion. 

No further action was then taken, but the necessity for 
the line was urged from time to time by the late Mr. Briner, 
and requesis were received from the Progress Associations 
at Dorrigo, Guy Fawkes, and Deervale, that the matter be 
referred to the Public Works Committee. It was stated that 
thousands of acres of first-class agricultural land suitable 
for farming, fruit-growing, or dairying, would be made ayail- 
able for settlement, and that the land about Deervale and 
Guy Fawkes adjoining the route could supply the whole 
State with potatoes. Large areas of timber country would 
be opened up, and by affording facilities for the transport of 
stock, thousands of sheep and cattle would be saved in times 
of drought. In view of these representations the then Muin- 
ister (Mr. Ball) decided on 23rd October, 1919, that when 
the Public Works Committee was re-coustituted he would 
refer the proposed line for investigation and report. 

On 8ist May, 1920, following upon representations by the 
annual conference of Chambers of Commerce of New South 
Wales, and by the Inverell and Glen Innes branches of the 
A.L.P. through the sitting members for the district, as to the 
urgent need for railway connection between the Northern 
Tableland and the coast, the succeeding Minister (Mr. 
Estell) decided to refer the proposal for a railway from 
Guyra to Dorrigo to the Public Works Committee when that 
body was appointed. He also directed that in view of the 
large increases in the prices of labour and material since 
the date of the Chief Commissioner’s statutory report the 
estimates be revised and a fresh report ebtained. 

On 7th October, 1920, Mr. MWstell, in reply to a deputation 
from the Dorrigo branch of the A.L.P., introduced by Mr. 
J. J. Fitzgerald, M.L.A., stated that he would place the 
proposed railway before the Public Works Committee during 
that or the following session. 

On 17th November, 1920, a large and representative depu- 
tation from residents of the New England and Dorrigo dis- 
tricts and members of the Guyra-Dorrigo Railway League 
waited on the Minister to urge the early construction of the 
proposed railway. ‘The deputation, which was introduced 
by Mr, R. A. Price M.L.A., included Lieut.-Colonei Bruxner, 
Messrs. A. McClelland, Greig, Drummond, Captain-Chaplain 
Wilson Ms.L.A., J. Edwards (Dorrigo), W. J. Hawthorne 
(South Grafton), A. Beaumont (Deervale), F. T. Bennett 


(Seal.) 


JAMES FRASER. 
J. H. Cann. 


(Dorrigo), D. Mulhearn (Ulong), H. F. White (Guyra Shire 
Council), J. N. Dunlop (Hernani Progress Association), 
Curtis (Armidale), A. H. Perrott (Armidale), G. Ritchie 
(Dorrigo), W. R. H. Johuston (Dorrigo), J. Hackett and 
Malone. . 

Lt.-Colonel Bruxner said that the construction of the line 
would result in a very large increase in production, and with 
facilities to get their produce to market the population of the 
district would rapidly increase. 

Mr. McClelland stated that the people of the north were 
practically of the united opinion that the connecting line 
with the coast should be from Guyra to Dorrigo. 

Mr. Perrott (Armidale) said that the proposed line would 
suit the requirements of Armidale, and also the whole of 
New England. Any other route would be favouring one side 
more than the other. There was no richer country anywhere 
in the north than that traversed by the proposed railway 
from Guyra to Dorrigo which would run between the two 
watersheds. 

Mr. Ritchie (Dorrigo) said that the line would give the 
people on the coastal area, the Richmond River, the Bellinger 
River, and the surrounding coastal ports the opportunity of 
dealing with the tableland direct. It would also be the 
means of saving many thousands of stock in time of drougut. 
In the last drought 80,000 stock were pastured arouud 
Dorrigo. 

Mr. Curtis (Armidale) pointed out that at present to 
travel from Armidale to Kempsey by rail one had to go 
through Maitland, the total distance being over 400 miles. 
If the proposed line were constructed the railway journey 
would be shortened to 120 miles. The line would also benefit 
stockholders very materially. For the last twenty-six years 
there had been an average rainfall of 50 inches. 

Mr. Johnston (Dorrigo) said there was an area of 300 
square miles of timber country which would be tapped by 
the proposed line, and there was timber enough of the best 
quality to supply the whole of Australia. Sleepers could be 
produced at 4s. each. Behind this timber country were 
several hundred thousand acres of land suitable for closer 
settlement. 

Other members of the deputation also spoke in support of 
the line. 

Mr. Estell, in replying, said that he had always recognised 
the necessity of a cross-country line to link up the tableland 
with the North Coast ports, and as soon as the revised 
statutory report was furnished by the Railway Commis- 
sioners he would submit the proposal—Guyra to Dorrigo— 
to Parliament for reference to the Public Works Committee. 

Since then representations have been made by the mem- 
bers for the district, the Glenreagh-Guyra Railway Com- 
mittee (Mr. R. S. Vincent, hon. secretary), and the Chamber 
of Commerce, Coff’s Harbour (Mr. P. J. Macnamara, hon. 
secretary), urging that the proposal be referred to the Com- 
mittee as early as possible. Communications have also been 
received from the Tingha New State and Development 
League (Mr. H. Wilson, hon. secretary), urging the neces- 
sity for a scheme to link up the North-west with the Main 
Northern and the North Coast Railway systems, and from 
Mr. §. EF. Stubington, president Tyringham Progress Asso- 
ciation, advocating a route through North Dorrigo, Bosto- 
brick, Tyringham, Hernani, and Ebor to Guyra. 

I would also refer the Committee to the report of the 
Official Committee on Land Development and Settlement re- 
garding various proposed railway connections between the 
Northern Tablelands and the North Coast, and the possi- 
Lilities of increased settlement in the areas concerned. 


Appendix “A.*” 
N.S.W. Government Railways and Tramways, 
Commissioners’ Office, 
Sydney, 9th December, 1921. 
Preposep RarLwaAy FROM GLEN INNES TO INVERELL, WITH 
ALTERNATIVE ROUTE FROM GUYRA, 

In accordance with the request of the Hon. the Minister 
for Public Works and Railways, and in pursuance of the 
provisions of the Public Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners 
Leg to submit their report on the proposed railways from 
Gien Innes to Inverell, with alternative route from Guyra, 
the distances being 47 and 57 miles, respectively. 

When the above proposals were reported on in March, 
1914, the estimated cost of the Glen Innes route was £335,420, 
and for the Guyra route £361,551. Amended estimates pre- 
pared in November, 1920, placed these costs at £543,550, and 
£600,262, respectively. It has also to be pointed out that the 
interest Charge which was formerly calculated at 4 per cent., 
must now be raised to 54 per cent. 

In regard to the revenue to be earned, it is exceedingly 
difficult to give an estimate as much depends upon the pro- 
bable iniermediate development on either of the routes, and 
another phase is the contemplated opening up of a deep-sea 
port at some point north of Newcastle, to which a connection 
can be made from the New England Tableiand. 
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Witnesses—T. B. Cooper, 30 January, and A, J. Pollack, 27 April, 1923. 


When these proposals were previously dealt with it was 
considered that the Guyra route had more to recommend it 
than the Glen Innes one, but since then the mineral industry 
to be served by the former has shown a backward tendeney, 
and, in fact, throughout the Commonwealth it is in a very 
unstable position. 


It is now strongly contended by the residents of the Clar- 
ence River area that the Glen Innes-South Grafton proposal 
should have further consideration in association with the 
other proposals for a connection with the coast. 


The whole question is, however, one of Government policy, 
first, as to whether a deep-sea port is necessary, and, if so, 
at what place on the North Coast, and, secondly, the most 
central point for establishing a connection. by rail with the 
New England Tableland. Until these questions have been 
determined by the Government, it would be premature to 
extend the line from Inverell to either Glen Innes or Guyra. 


The working expenses for a daily train service between 
Glen Innes and Inverell would amount to approximately 
£14,000, and for the Guyra line 1t would be about £17,000 
per annum, ; of tee Oo, tea eye dass 


+ Bie! 


Any figures in regard to probable revenue would have to 
include a debit for loss by diversion of business from the 
present Moree-Inverell line, but, as previously stated, the 
Commissioners are unable to furnish any reliable informa- 
tion in respect to earnings beyond pointing out that the high 
operating costs on ordinary country branth lines generally 
absorb the actual revenue, thus leaving the interest charge 
on the capital cost unprovided for. Even this would be a 
much too favourable view to take of the proposals under 
consideration, and as, in the case of Glen Innes-Inverell, 
the interest charge alone amounts to £29,895, and for the 
Guyra connection, £38,014, it would seem that the construc- 
tion of either line would only add to the already heavy 
burden imposed upon the railway revenue from non-paying 
lines. 


“The Common Seal of the Railway ) 
Commissioners for New Sei | 
Wales was hereunto affixed the | 
ninth day of December, one { 
thousand nine hundred eer 
twenty-one, in the presence of— 


W. Jno. Morris, Secretary.” 


(Seal. ) 


JAMES FRASER, 
J. H. Cann. 


FRIDAY, 27 APRIL, 1923, 


. [The Committee met at the Council Chambers, Grafton. } 


resent ;— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHammay), 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuary Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dok, Esa. 
Daviv Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Alfred John Pollack, solicitor, Grafton, sworn, 
and examined :— 


2. Chairman.| You are president of the Grafton Chamber 
of Commerce /—Yes, and solicitor to the Clarence River 
County Council, With regard to the attitude of the 
Chamber on this matter, they have on a number of occa- 
sions carried resolutions in favour of a project to construct 
a line of railway from Guyra to Dorzigo. I propose first to 
deal with the Tenterfield-Casino proposal. From my read- 
ing of the newspapers, I have learned that at a very large 
public meeting of Richmond River representatives, held at 
Lismore, it was decided to support the project for a line 
from Casino to Tenterfield, and to rely for their case upon 
the pamphlet, which was issued in 1913 by Sir Thomas 
Ewing. On that aspect of the m»tter, I would draw 
attention to the passage appearing in the introduction to 
the pamphlet, as follows :— 

The fact that the proposed route from Inverell via Guyra to Coff’s 
Harbour passes for four-fifths (4/5ths) of the length through country’ 
unfit for closer settlement, cannot change, nor can the fact be altered 
that, east from Guy Fawkes, the running road of the proposed rail- 
way till the junction with the coast line is effected must remain for 
all time absolutely unfit for heavy traffic, and unsuitable for satis- 
factory or cconomical working. 

I would not be so much inclined to criticise the Tenterfield- 
Casino proposal if it were not that the pamphlet which was 
so well prepared by Sir Thos. Ewing, and which is regarded 
as the basis of the case for that particular connection, con- 
tains so many references derogatory to the proposal to 
earry a line of railway through from Guyra to Dorrigo. I 
propose to adopt the attitude of mind that is exhibited in 
the pamphlet, and the criticism excercised by Sir Thos. 
Ewing with regard to the Guyra-Coff's Harbour connection. 
He compares the proposals from the point of view first of 
all of a connection from the tableland to the coast, and 
secondly, of a line which would assist in the opening up of 
country and the increase of settlement. As a connection 
with the tableland, the ‘l'enterfield-Casino proposal was 
inquired into by the Public Works Commitiee in 1903. 
That body then reported that it did not consider Tenterfield 
was the most suitable place on the tableland at which to 
connect that railway with the coast. In its report the 
Decentralisation Commission in 1913 quoted the same 
passage from the Public Works Committee’s report, Looking 


at the map, one finds that Tenterfield is only about 40 
miles from the Queensland border, and is in a corner of the 
tableland. It is very hard to understand how it could be 
thought that if there is to be only one line constructed from 
the tableland, Tenterfield is the most suitable point. My 
own impression is that the most central point on the table- 
land with which to connect the coast is Inverell. In 
conjunction with the question of a tableland connection 
with the coast, it must necessarily be considered what port 
is available, because, after all, if a tableland connection 
means anything, it means not that there should te merely 
an interchange of products, but that there should be such 
an accretion of products to the port as would entitle it to 
have an oversea trade. It is probably because of that fact 
that in connection with the Tenterfield-Casino proposal is 
combined also the question of improvements at Byron Bay. 
It has to be admitted first of all, then, that so far as an 
oversea port is concerned, a line from Tenterfield to Casino 
would not have available immediately, or in early prospect, 
an oversea port. With regard to the question of whether 
the Tenterfield-Casino connection is the proper line for 
inducing settlement, I would like to say first of all that 
the Decentralisation Commission reported that the country 
which could be held to be within economical access was 12 
miles on each side of the railway. Adopting that as the 
proper criterion of criticism of this particular route of 
railway, and starting at Tenterfield, we find that imme- 
diately surrounding Tenterfield, and for about 10 or 12 
miles out, there is good New England country. I am now 
speaking only from what I have read of the evidence that 
has been given on various occasions in connection with this 
proposal. I think that particular area sbould be elimin- 
ated because it is already within the area of influence of 
the existing railway. Coming to the more rugged portion 
of the route, there seems to be an impression that until 
the line practically re:ches the Clarence River valley there 
is practically no land of good quality. Certainly a large 
portion of the country beyond the distance I mentioned 
from Tenterfield is very barren indeed, and until one 
reaches Drake there is practically nothing which could be 
suggested is country that could be opened by reason of tha’ 
particular connection. There is good dairying country 
around the Casino extremity, but that, I think, is suf- 
ficiently within the influence of the Grafton-Casino line for 
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it to be said that it is already affected by railway. So 
that after all the only land that can be suggested as being 
immediately available for settlement, and of which a 
railway would increase the settlement, 1s that which is 
represented by the land in the Clarence River valley. Let 
m ‘again quote from Sir Thomas Ewing’s pamphlet at 
page 38 :— 

' This great area of valuable country is more than a full compen- 
sation for the inferior land on the final approach from the good 
land on the main coastal waters to Tenterfield. There are few lines 
in this State or elsewhere where three-fourths of the land passed 
through is good, and when, in compensation for the one inferior 
mile in four, there is tapped the valley of a great river which will 
be benefited by the railway for the full trading distance. 

The question then to be considered is, I think, if this is the 
particular area of country that is to be benefited by railway 
connection between Tenterfield and Casino, for how far is 
the benefit to accrue? Adopting the principle that guided 
the Decentralisation Commission, what I say is that the 
area of immediate benefic would be an extent of country 
on each side of this railway which would run diagonally 
across the Clarence River. I say that first of all because 
I adopt Sir Thomas Ewing’s statement in so far as he says 
that he good land is the land in the Clarence Riyer valley. 
It is quite true that in 1913 when Sir Thomas wrote his 
pamphlet that was a very strong recommendation indeed ; 
but since that time and only very recently the official 
Committee on Land Development and Settlement has 
reported on the question of lines that would make land 
available for settlement. I take it the report of that body 
is already in evidence before this Committee. It reported 
in favour of a line of railway starting from near Grafton, 
going up the whole of the Clarence Valley as far as Acacia 
Creek, and then connecting with Killarney. ‘The reasons 
in the mind of the Committee for that recommendation 
were that the line would go for the whole of its length 
along the valley of the Clarence, that it would serve all 
that excellent land which was within the valley and a part 
of that which Sir Thomas Ewing speaks of ; and that in 
addition it would serve a purpose somewhat similar to 
what a tableland railway would, in that it would connect 
with the southern tablelands of Queensland, and would 
thus probably attract some trade from those districts. It 
would have the added recommendation which a tableland 
coastal line is expected to have, and would render available 
opportuuities for the interchange of products, and act 
as some sort of drought relief and as security against 
drought. In connection with that report it will be re- 
membered that the committee also reported that con- 
currently with the construction of that line of railway 
there should be constructed a line from Bonalbo to Casino. 
{ notice that evidence has been given by a number of 
people, resident in the Casino district, which only bears out 
what has been said to me that practically what they are 
looking for is a railway as far as Bonalbo or Tabulam, 
and that they are not looking quite so far ahead as the 
tableland. With regard to the land that will be made 
available, it is, 1 think, unnecessary for me to do more 
than refer to page 3 of the official Land Development 
Committee's report which refers to this particular 
proposed line of railway. Those, generally, are the views 
J wish to express with regard to the Tenterfield—Casino 
proposal. With regard to the Clarence Valley scheme, 
the Grafton Chamber of Commerce has carried resolutions 
in. fayor of its construction, and has asked for a trial 
survey to bemade. Asa matter of fact, in addition to that, 
a resolution to the like effect was passed at the conference 
of Chambers of Commerce of the State which was held in 
Sydney during Easter. With regard to the proposed line 
from Guyra to Dorrigo, of course the position has altered 
yery much, indeed, since the Public Works Committee’s 
inquiry in 1908, the Decentralisation Commission’s report 
in.1911, and Sir Thomas Ewing’s pamphlet in 1913. The 
propusal now is for a line not from Guyra to South Grafton 
or Coffs Harbour, but from Guyra to Dorrigo, because the 
Dorrigo line is under construction and is nearing com- 
pletion. In the meantime I think it is peculiar that the 
Government appears to have demonstrated what its policy 
is in relation to that particular line by reason, first of all, 


of ths fact that it has carried out that. line of railway from 
Glenreagh to Dorrigo, which is a part of the line proposed, 
to Guyra, and in addition has authorised the expenditure 
of very large sums of money at Coff’s Harbour for the 
purpose of making it a deep-sea port. Those works are 
now in progress, and I notice that in the report of the 
official Land Development Committee that body says 
that in maklng their recommendations the committee had 
in view amongst other things the port at Coffs Harbor, 
now under construction, which should be courpleted in six 
years, capable of providing for vessels of up to 5,000 tons. 
I understand the object of the proposed works at Coffs 
Harbour is to provide a port which would be available for 
vessels drawing 30 feet. If that is so it would surely be 
sufficient for coping with reasonable oversea traffic, and 
probably sufficient traffic for the purpose of carrying 
oversea the products from these districts. The question 
of cost in connection with the two respective proposals 
would naturally have to be considered. I do not know 
what the estimated cost of the construction of a line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo is, but I have seen it reported that the 
cost of the proposed line from Tenterfield to Casino is 
about £2,500,000. If that is so it is a very material 
thing to consider if there is a limited amount of money to 
expend, which is the line that would be the better from 
both points of view. With regard to the question then 
of the particular point of connection between the tableland 
and the coast—because after all I think it is unnecessary to 
argue that there is some necessity for a tableland 
connection which will allow the produce of the tableland 
to be brought to the coast—when one looks into that 
aspect of the matter, one must look for a railway which 
will carry the produce and meet the convenience of that 
point on the tableland which is the most central. If one 
looks at a map without any otber consideration, Inverell 
seems to be the most central point on the tableland. 
Although I have always held the opinion that a line from 
the tableland to the coast ought to be one which started 
practically at the centre of the tableland and run to the 
port which is directly in a line with that particular centre, 
still one has to consider the matter from the point of view 
of what has already been done in the shape of Government 
works in constructing railways towards particular points, 
and in the way of constructing harbours that will be 
available to carry the trafic. It seems to me that the 
most convenient and the best way of connecting Inverell 
with the coast, whatever way the railway reaches it, 
would be between Guyra and Dorrigo and thence to the coast. 
There may then be some difficulty or difference of opinion 
as to whether, although the Government is spending a 
large sum of money at Coffs Harbour, the work would be 
sufficiently effective. If there is doubt about that aspect 
of the matter there is then the port of the Clarence, which 
is equally available at a similar distance from Glenreagh. 
My own opinion so far as the question of the two ports is 
conzerned is that Coffs Harbour has not nearly the ad- 
vintage from either an oversea or a general trade point of 
view that the Clarence River possesses. I was for years a 
member of the Navigation Committee which was represen- 
tative of all the main public bodies on the river, the object 
of its constitution being to look after navigation matters 
as far as the Clarence River was concerned, until we found 
that no matter what we urged we could get no result, and 
we naturally suffered from a sense of continued disappoirt- 
ment. We felt we were “beating the air” and concluded 
we could find some other way in which to spend our time 
with at all events not so much public discredit. However, 
with my experience of that committee, the knowledge I 
obtained from the reports of various engineers, and my 
general knowledge of the Clarence River, I have been con- 
vinced that if the necessary money were available the 
river could be made an oversea port and a very fine one 
indeed. With regard to the further aspect of the connec- 
tion from Guyra to Dorrigo from the land settlement point 
of view, I have not a very great knowledge of the land 
between those pl-ces. My knowledge of the Guyra land is 
only from reading. My knowledge of the Guy Fawkes and 
Dorrigo country has been obtained from travel through and 


from spending a month’s holdiday in and around Ebor. I 
was impressed with the quality of the land there, which would 
grow very heavy crops, principally of potates, also English 
gvasses and very good fruit crops, entirely different from 
coustal fruit. T was further impressed with the very large 
areus in which those grand lands were held. It was evi- 
dent to me that so far as that particular country is con- 
cerned, if anybody said there was not a great deal of land 
that would be developed by a railway going through, then 
he would be speaking without knowledge. !n conclusion, I 
would like to say that so far as the question of the inter- 
change of products is concerned, there ar: many things 
grown at the Dorrigo and Guyra that would ¢ ms from there 
to the coast and for which there would be a ready sale in this 
district. It would then have the advantage of having its 
market not only in a district which has Coff’s Harbor for 
its centre, but it would have a well settled district like the 
Clarence and also, at the cost on a little extra freightage, 
the Richmond and Tweed Rivers for its market. So far as 
the market at present available here for produce of that 
kind is concerned, that is in my opinion only a small 
market in comparison to what it will be in the future ; be- 
cause in this district we feel that the Clarence River is on 
the eve of great development. We have just completed 
arrangements for the carrying out of the Nymboida hydro- 
electric scheme, by means of which cheap power will be 
available in the towns and throughout the rural districts of 
the Clarence River, and in addition there are available, when 
the necessary money can be obtained, very large hyrdro- 
electric resources in the Clarence River district. There isa 
proposal to generate from 20,000 to 30,000 horse-power asa 
hnunimum at Jackadgery at an estimated cost of £700,000. 
That is a proposal that was considered at the large conference 
sixty-two local governing bodies held at Armidale only 
a few months back, which was called by the Inverell 
Chamber of Commerce. A resolution was passed. there, 
which was afterwards confirmed by the Chambers of Com- 
merce Conference in Syduey, asking the Government to 
employ competent consulting engineers to draw up a 
scheme with plans and estimates, s» that those local 
governing bodies could get together in the form of a county 
council and carry out the scheme. ‘There is no doubt that 
if such plans were available and those bodies put in a 
position to say, “It is going to tost so much,” there would 
be no difficulty whatever in getting a county éouncil formed 
which weuld without any call on the Government at all be 
able to carry out the entire scheme. The materiality of 
that is that that particular proposal did not emanate from 
the Clarence liver at all, but from the Inverell Chamber 
of Commerce, which called that Conference together. In 
addition to that particular scheme, there is a further pro- 
posal known a3 the Gorge hydro-electric scheme, which Dr. 
Earle Page has spoken so much about whereby a3 much as 
190,000 horse-power could be developed. These are ele- 
ments generally, I think, in connection with a proposal to 
connect the tableland with the coast ; because after all the 
- ultimate connection, if other things are equal, ought. to be 
at a place where the people on the tableland will be 
attracted with their goods and have a very solid market 
fer them when they go there. 

3. Mr. Travers.| So far as you know, was it contemplated, 
when the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo was passed, that 
at some future time the line would go right on to Guyra? 
That was certainly the impression in ‘this district. 

4, From the evidence contained in the Chief Commis- 


sioner’s report which was placed before this Committee in- 
connection with the Teénterfield-Casino proposal it appears — 


the Railway Commissioners have not yet determined where 
a port is going to be establishe1? That may be the Rail- 
way Commissioaer’s view, but I have yet to learn that the 
Commissioners speak on behalf of the Government. 

5. Will you summarise what, in your opinion, are the 
advantages which the Giyra-Dorrigo has over the Tenter- 
field-Casino proposal ¢—First of all, that it will be of more 
use to a greater portion of the tab!eland, because it would 
connect it with a reasonable portion of the central part of 
the tableland ; whereas the Tenterfield-Casino proposal is 
‘different in that respect. Tenterfield is in the extreme 
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north of the State, and the area it would benefit is within 
the influence of Queensland. So far as the development of 
Jand and the settlement that may take place because of the 
construction of the Guyra-Dorrigo line are concerned, the 
country which the line would traverse is very much better 
fitted for development and settlement than that surround- 
ing the Tenterfield-Casino line ; and so far as the latter is 
concerned, a fair portion of the land that would be bene- 
fited could be as easily served by a line from Bonalbo to 
Casino, 

6. Leaving out of consideration whatever advantages 
may accrue from a connection between the main Noithern 
line and a point on the North Coast line, whether via 
Tenterfield or via Guyra, and looking at the line purely in 
the interests of land settlement and the best returns to the 
State, which of these proposals, in your opinion, best fills 


-the bill?--From the point of view entirely of land settle- 


ment, I think there is no question that the Grafton-Upper 
Clarence line to Killarney has the most land immediately 
available and the best country. 

7. Mr. Drummond.| Can you give any indication, so far 
as this district is concerned, of the products that would be 
exchanged between the tableland and the coast ?—The 
fruits grown on the tableland are English varieties. Those 
are not grown on the coast ; whereas down here such fruits 
as bananas, pineapples, and other tropical varieties are 
produced. Wheat is not grown on the coast, but is on 
the tableland. Maize is grown more profusely on the 
coast than on the tableland. Sugar-cane is not produced . 
on the tableland, and potatoes grown there generally come 
in in the winter time, and the conditions are such that 
potatoes can be kept in the ground all through the winter 
and preserved in that way. 

8. Do you know whether any of the merchants on the 
tableland towns at the present time have goods shipped at 
Grafton and taken overland to those towns ?—Yes. As a 
matter of fact within the last two years and continuously 
during that time we have had a regular traflic between 
South Grafton and Glen Innes. There is what is known 
as the “‘ New State” lorry—a motor vehicle of substantial 
capacity, which carries very considerable traffic. Fruit 
and chaff are brought down, and the principal articles 
taken back are merchandise for the Glen Innes stores, 
which it is found cheaper to-bring that way. ‘They can be 
brought to the Clarence River, unshipped as South Grafton, 
handled ‘again and taken up by motor lorry, and landed 
cheaper in Glen Innes than by train direct from Sydney. 

9. Do you think it reasonable to assume that if a table- 
land connection is provided at some point on the coast 
there will be a considerable cross-country trade of that 
character?—-There is no dow t at all about it. 

10, It has been stated in evidence that if the proposed 
line were constructed there would be considerable holiday 
traffic between the tableland and the beaches: Is there 
such a traffic at the present time of any importance ?— 
There is a very large tratlic indeed.. The Clarence beaches 
are very popular in the West as far av Moree, Inverell, and 
Glen Innes. People regularly take their holidays on the 
Clarence River. Conversely, people from the Clarence 
River, liying in a humid climate, find that the best holiday 
they can spend is on the New England tableland, because 
the air is different in character, and seems to do them more 
good than even a seaside holiday. 

11. Is there likely to be a considerab'e increase in that 
traffic if railway facilities are afforded ?—There can be no 
doubt of it. 

12, Do you think the rather expensive motor trip is 
some bar at present toa greater volume of traffic ?—Not only 
that, but there is the inconvenience of mortor travel to 
to families with luggage. 

13. Have the people at Grafton who are interestad in 
railway connection had any expert opinion on the question 
of using hydro-electricity for the purpose of negotiating 
the steep grades between the tableland and the coast? — 
We have had no actual opinion on the matter, but it has 
been my business, because}I had a good deal to do with the 
formation of the Clarence County Council, and that body, 
is to inquire into the uses and effect of electrical energy 
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The expression that engineers use regarding electricity as 
affecting railways is that electricity “laughs at grades.” 
That is to say that steepness of a grade is minimised where 
electrical t:action is available. That is why I think that 
when the hydro-electric possibilities of the Clarence River 
are developed it wil not be long before there is a counec- 
tion with Glen Innes by electric train. The only difficulty 
with regard to that particular line is the steepness of the 
grade-——outside of the character of the country it would 
pass through. The following is an extract from the report 
of the Decentralisation Commission ;— 


The extension to Guyra of the Dorrigo-Glenreagh line, the con- 
struction of which has been approved, has more merit as a 
connection between the coast and the tableland than the Tenter- 
field-Casino or Glen-Innes Grafton proposals. It would open up 
good country en route, facilitate communication between the North 
Coast and the New England Tableland, and in the event of the 
Guyra-Inverell line being constructed, with the country also to the 
westward. It would promote an interchange of products, to which 
importance has always been attached, and assist in the movement 
of troops from the New England district toa central position on the 
North Coast, should necessity arise. 


Tt might be of use if I were to explain the present position 
with regard to the distribution of hydro-electricity on the 
Clarence. The present scheme is to develop 1,800 h.p. 
from the waters of the Nymboida, a tributary of the 
Clarence River, The scheme was authorised by Parliament 
in 1919, but the Government was from time to time unable 
to find the money, and ultimately a scheme was devised to 
form six of the local governing bodies, having their centre 
in Grafton, into a County Council. That County Council 
was eventually constitu'ed, and has taken up the respon- 
sibility of carrying out the Nymboida hydro electric 
scheme. It has made arrangements to borrow £100,000 
fiom the Commonwealth Bank, and was able to get 
certain amendments made in the Local Government Act, 
which the Committee may remember was before Parliament 
recently, whereby very reasonable financial arrangements 
can be made by county councils for the carrying out of 
undertakings such as this-—trading undertakings which are 
revenue-producing. The position therefore at present is 
that a contract has been let for the carrying out of the 
whole of the works, and merely all that is awaited is the 
Government’s approvai for the borrowing of the money. 
That is expected to be given next weck, and a start is to 
be made during the early part of next month. The time for 
the completion of the work is estimated at fifteen months, 
and it is expected that electricity will be available on the 
Clarence River in July of next year. The scheme will 
extend as far down the Clarence River as Cowper. It in- 
cludes the whole of the shires and municipalities on the river, 
except the municipality of Maclean and the shireof Harwood. 
In addition to that particular scheme, which may be said 
t> be an accomplished fact, there are certain propositions 
with regard to the development of the hydro-electric 
resources of the Clarence River, which are very much 
bigger indeed, and which may reasonably be expected to 
be brought to fruition within a very short period of 
time. What I want at this stage to point out with 
regard to that is that all that is being. done in 
this way, and all that is expected to be done, will 
be without any recourse or application at all to the 
Government for financial assistance. The whole of the 
works are being carried out entirely by the local 
governing bodies concerned. I made some reference to the 
recent large conference of local governing bodies, which 
was held at Armidale during the month of February last. 
It was then pointed out of course, with regard to carrying 
out the scheme entirely without financial assistance from 
the Government, that there would be the preliminary 
expense of carrying out surveys and the preparation of 
plans; but that was not really an expense on the part of 
the Government, because it would be after all merely a 
book entry. We had an instance in connection with the 
Nymboida hydro-electric scheme. We were given permis- 
sion to carry out the work as long as we paid the 
departinent the value of the plans it prepared. The 
department put it to us that the plans were worth £1,200, 
and we had to agree to pay that sum, or at all events such 
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a sum as was reasonab'e payment for that portion of the 
plans which were of utility to the council—we got out of 
it to that extent. We found when we gave our consulting 
engineers the plans that they were of no use whatever, and 
we had to discard them altogether. We have agreed to 
pay consulting engineers a maximum fee of £1,000 to 
prepare new plans, and those are the plans on which we 
are working. That is the reason why the conference asked 
that there should not be any departmental engineers put 
aside for the purpose of reporting on the hydro-electric 
resources of the Clarence River, but that there should be 
some outside engineer who could be depended upon. 


Thomas Henry Loxton, licensed surveyor, Grafton, 
sworn, and examined :— 


14, If. Travers.] How long have you beenin this district? 
—_For seventeen years. I have a statement with regard 
to the Guyra to Dorrigo and 'l'enterfield to Casino proposed 
railways. ‘These lines, if constructed, will become trunk 
lines connecting the tableland railways with the coast by 
way of Coff’s Harbour, Grafton, and Lismore. Therefore, 
whether they can be profitably constructed, while’ depending 
partly upon the interchange of local products and the 
opening up of new country, will depend mainly on the 
natural wealth of the New England district—a known 
quantity in this inquiry. This district already has a well- 
developed railway system. It has a gap in it of 40 miles, 
between Inverell and Glen Innes. Once the outlet to the 
coast is opened, I assume this gap, if not filled in, will be 
satisfactorily closed by a lorry service, as in efficiency and 
cheapness, on good metal roads, lorry devices are easily 
able to compete with the railways. I therefore count the 
railway from Inverell to the border at Mungindi, 170 miles, 
as line that connected by lorry service will serve the port 
of Grafton, to which it is nearer than to either Newcastle 
or Sydney. From Daglemah on the Great Northern Rail- 
way, about 203 miles from Newcastle, the mileage, via 
Guyra, will be about the same to Grafton, viz., 203 miles. 
So far as mileage determines the direction of traffic, the 
tendency will be for whatever coastwise loading is gathered 
on the Great Northern Railway from this point northerly 
to travel to’'Grafton, that is from Danglemah to Wallan- 
garra, 290 miles of this railway will become a part of the 
Grafton system. Grafton may, therefore, expect to become 
the principal port of destination for 360 miles of permanent 
way already constructed, and 40 miles of lorry service. 
In all 400 miles. Even with the situation as to distance 
from port, thus favourable to Grafton as indicated, it 
is still necessary to show that the port is able to ac- 
commodate the traffic indicated on terms that will attract 
if, in competition with Sydney and Newcastle. The 
fact that there will be this competition makes it relevant to 
point out that Sydney, though offering an easily-entered 
and fine sheltered anchorage in all weathers, is greatly 
discounted as a commercial port by the steepness of its 
shoreline. Cost of constructing wharves on such a frontage 
is always heavy and often prohibitive. To this in Sydney 
heivy cost of resumptions has to be added. Usually no 
railway connection can be got near these wharves ; they 
ave very steep to approach on the land side, and are 
dependent on drays and lorries to connect them with the 
warehouses, the most expensive of all kinds of carriage. 
Every ton of goods carried inland pays it toll to this heavy 
capital outlay and this extravagantly expensive way of 
At Grafton the river banks need 
only light road formation on the bank itself and the ordi- 
nary structure on piles out in front to convert them into 
wharves. Bulk warehouses can be built on or adjoining 
them, with railway sidings at their back doors, not at the 
public cost, after heavy expenditure on resumptions, but as 
an ‘initial outlay by private companies or individuals 
developing their own properties. Goods can be landed 
straight from the ship on to the railway truck. In addition 
to this piling up of costs against the tableland through 
getting their trade through a port expensive to develop 
comes the cost of carriage on an unnecessarily long railway 
journey. The following list gives some indication of 


savings that the tableland people might be expected to 
make on freights through the shortened railway journey to 
the coast :— 
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Journey Miles. Freight, Remarks, 

po aaa: Pings | 

pyamey toGrafton .............00- 350 | 1 7 G | By steamer. 

BVGNCY to Guyra .oo.cc..csscceusesees 886 Onli 2aeovaratls 

Spratton to Guyra ..6.. foc cee. scseee 125 Ke ey 

Sydney to Glen Innes .,,... 42351 9 4 0 aC 

Grafton to Glen Innes ............ 162 Pe Via Guyra. 

Sydney to Tenterfield .............0. 481 9 14 2 | at 

Grafton to Tenterfield... ........... 140 We Via Casino, 

Sydney te Inverell ..........cccceee 509 | 10 6 3 

Grafton to Inverell .......c0.c..0i5. 202 sae 

Sydney to Moree ...., seidin heres oc ALS ee OM ee 

Grafton to Moree ...on0.......000+ | 298 ae - 
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Norg.—The above freights are for ordinary goods, speical rates and 
cheap truck rates are not mentioned, 

Almost as important as connecting the railway with the 
warehouse on the whirf, is bringing ine factory site into 
the same close touch with both railway and deep sea 
shipping, and as it is apparent that most of the foreshores 
of Sydney Harbour are not suitable, proposals are being 
discussed for dredging out Shea’s Creek, Botany Bay, and 
connecting with a canal via George’s River and Duck 
River, to the Parramat'a River, thence through Sydney 
Harbour to the open sea, money being apparently no object. 
Grafton has 2 miles of Such wharf and factory sites 
available now to boats of the size at present trading to the 
port. ‘Ten miles more can be made available by dredging, 
and about another ten by converting Carr’s Creek and Alumy 
Creek into canals. Both these proposed canals would be safe 
from flood action, havinghigh banksand being closed at their 
upper ends. For these reasons, Grafton port, notwithstand- 
ing the heavy outlay required to properly open up the en- 
trance, must always be a cheaper port to trade through than 
Sydney. As a manufacturing centre, with cheap power 
added, by the development of electric power locally, there is 
no comparison between the two. Failure to construct a 
truck line railway to the tableland, either by one of the 
proposed routes or some other would greatly hamper the 
development of the Clarence River’s resources, and with 

it the surrounding district. 

15. You favor the construction of a line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo, as against one from Tenterfield to Casino ?— Yes. 

16. Do you consider it would serve the greater 
interests ?— As a trunk line, I do, 

17, You are advocating that the line from Guyra_ to 
Dorrigo should be built because you think that eventually 
Grafton will become a deep sea port !— Yes. 


John Thomas, McKittrick, merchant and shipping agent, 
South Grafton, sworn, and examined : — 


18. Mr. Mahony.| You wish to make a statement with 
regard to the proposal before the Committee?—Yes. I 
have been connected with the New England trade since 
April, 1869—104 years as wharfinger with the Clarence 
and New England Steam Navigation Co., later with Nipper 
and See, then John See and Co., and have acted as local 
agent for North Coast Navigation Co. at South Grafton 
since that company bought out J. See and Co. Up to the 
time the railway opened to Glen Innes there was a big 
traffic with New England; the early seventies would 
probably be the busiest years; there were at one time 75 
horse teams continually travelling on the Newtown Boyd 
road; they would make from 10 to 11 trips during the 
year, and their average load might be taken as 5 tons up 
and 6 tons down; in addition to these fully 200 bullock 
teams worked for about five to six months during the year 
(they turned out during the winter to spell). Up loading 
consisted of general goods, groceries, drapery, &c. When 
the small sugar mills were working large quantities of sugar 
went up. The Colonial Sugar Co, for several years turned 
out two qualities of sugar, not refined, but very suitable for 
ordinary purposes. I sent a good many hundred tons of 
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their make to New England ; down loading consisted of 
wool, tin ore, potatoes, chaff, and oats. I also had a fair 
quantity of flour from there, and could have continued 
taking it but for the high rate of carriage. I might 
mention that when the railway opened to Glen Innes 
differential rates were introduced with a view of stopping 
the traffic this way. Armidale business people booked 
their goods to Glen Innes and had them railed back from 
there cheaper than if they had been booked direct. The 
following towns and stations got goods through South 
Grafton :— 
Towns.—Armidale, Ben Lomond, Bonshaw, Dundee, 
Deepwater, Dalmorton, Emmaville, Elsmore, 
Guyra, Glen Innes, Glenreagh,  Hillgrove. 
Heranani, Inverell, Tingha, Tent Hill, Uralla, 
Wellingrove. 
Stations.—Aberfoyle, Balaclava, Clarevaulx, Deep- 
water Furracabad, Hillgrove, King’s Plains, 
Mordun, Newstead, Ollera, Ranger’s Valley, 
Stonehenge, Strathbogie, ‘Tilbuster, Waterloo, 
Wellingrove. 
Coal at Nymboida.—Seam about 6ft. reported by Mr. 
Harper of the Mines Department as being equal to any 
coal of its class in New South Wales. Last analysis (at 
100 feet in) was :—Fixed carbon 64°72, volatile carbon 
26:23, ash 7:97, moisture 0:95. Turned out about 700 
tons in 1910, of which the North Coast Steam Navigation 
Company had 618 tons, the Grafton Gas Company 46 
tons; distance from South Grafton by road about 29 miles; 
paid £1 per ton carriage, sold at £2. I do think that 
putting a line throngh from Tenterfield would be a huge 
mistake, It would simply be in one corner of New England. 
To my mind Inverell is the town that should be connected 
with the seaboard, J do not think Mr. Pollack has dwelt 
strongly enough upon the merits of a line through the Guy 
Fawkes country. I have been up there repeatedly and gone 
over a good deal of it and there is an immense tract of land 
suitable for settlement. Itis a great district for potatoes 
and fruit but the cost of cartage here is prohibitive. With 
regard to holiday traftic between the tableland and the 
coast I had an hotel at Iluka burnt down some eighteen 
months ago. Iam now reconstructing it but had two com- 
munications during the past six weeks—one from a gentle- 
man at Inverell who wanted three rooms down there and 
the other from Mr, A. McKenzie of Glen Innes who wants 
accommodation at Iuka. A Mr. Buxton of Inverell also 
wants accommodation there. 

19, You are in favor of a line being built from Guyra to 
Dorrigo !—Yes. 

20, The official evidence before the Committee is to the 
effect that the area to be served consists for two-thirds of 
the distance of the proposed line of purely pastoral land 
sparsely populated. Do you agree with that ?—No, I do 
not, You must consider the large amount of land that 
would be opened up for settlement. 

21, What class of land is it?—It is good deep chocolate 
soil. 

22. Fit for agriculturet—Yes, most decidedly. At 
Hernani I saw the best field of potatoes I ever saw in 
my life. 

23. Such a line would divert traffic from the Main 
Northern line?—Certainly it would. 

24. At present is there any great amount of traffic 
between here and the tableland?-—No, on account of the 
cost of carriage. 

25. Where do you get your principal supplies at 
present !—From Sydney, by water. 

26. Is the freight expensive ?—Yes, as compared with a 
few years ago. It has gone up 100 per cent. 

27. You have also the North Coast line to South 
Grafton with only a small section uncompleted. With 
that finished, and water service, will not this district be 
well served ’—No. Very few people would get goods by 
rail unless they wanted them urgently. 

28. Do you look forward to a great interchange of 
commodities with the tableland if the proposed railway 
connection is made ?/—Yes. 
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29. In what products !— Potatoes, chaff, flour, and fruit. 

30. Would you have much produce to send back to the 
tableland 7—Not so much as wé would get from there, 
unless we had manufactures here, which we hope to have 
eventually. 

31. Is there anything further you desire to add!—Yes ; 
I was Chairman of the Navigation Committee here for ten 
years, and apart from that I have been connected with 
shipping for fifty-four years. I had printed, a shori time 
ago, a booklet which I now produce, giving information 
about the entrance and the river up to Grafton—a distance 
of 43 miles. The bar carries 14 feet. The obstruction is 
a reef of about 2 acres in extent. An engineer reported 
recently upon the advisability of blowing up the reef, 
extending the northern breakwater and the raising of 
Moriarty’s wall, which would enable vessels drawing up to 
30 feet to come up here It is an absolute scandal, with a 
magnificent river like this, to be unable to get vessels here 
drawing more than 12 feet. 

32. Mr. Doe.| For what is the highly-productive land 
near Guy Fawkes chiefly suited ?—Potatoes and fruit, and 
probably wheat. 

33. Have you any idea how it is held?—I think most of 
it is frechold. 

34, Is it in large areas ?— Yes. 

35. The average depth of the river is 25 feet 8 inches !— 
Yes. 

36. What is its shallowest ?—At Tluka. 
are getting about 12 feet at present. 

37. Mr. Drummond.| Are you in agreement with the 
official statement that the people of the Clarence River 
strongly contend that the Glen Innes-South Grafton rail- 
way proposal should be revived /—I would not like to say 
that, because I believe that the majority of the people on 
the Clarence River recognise the connection between Dorrigo 
and Guyra is the best for the whole State. I produce a 
sample of coal from the deposits at Nymboida. Mr. 
Harper’s report on the coal seam there states: 

A factor with regard to the coal near Nymboida, worthy of note , 
is that extensive bodies of limestone are known to occur in the 
neighbourhood, and it is adjacent to one of the contemplated hydro- 
electric schemes, placed before the Government. Should this ever 
eventuate, the presence of coal and limestone in the vicinity, offers 


big possibilities for the manufacture of carbide of calcium, on a 
commercial scale. 


I think they 


38. Ohairman.] Assuming the country between Guyra 
and Dorrigo does not offer such good prospects for 
settlement as you suggest, do you think the question of 
linking up the tableland vith the coast is hig enough to 
warrant, disregarding that particuler factor of the 
problem?—I do. This is the natural outlet for the 
western country, the proof of which is that teams have 
been travelling here for so iany years, and T think we 
ought to look to the future. 

39. Do you agree with Mr. Pollack, that if a connection 
is to be made between the coast and the fableland, it would 
be better to make it from the centre, rather than from one 
end of the tableland?—I do thoroughly agree with Mr. 
Pollack in that contention. 


William Ager, apiarist and orchardist, Trafalgar, Copman- 
hurst-road, Grafton, sworn, and examined :— 

40. Mr. Doe.) You are already close to the existing lite 
and to the seaport!—I am within 6 miles of the Grafton- 
Casino line at Koolkahn and within 12 miles of Grafton. 
I have 65 acres freehold land, supplemented by 40 acres 
conditional purchase, 


41, A large portion of your area will not be improved to 
any great extent as regards production by the constraétion 
of the proposed line /—-No ; but the Sydney market is no 
good to me. ‘The overhead charges are too high, and the 
uncertainty of the price for the product is prohibitive. 

42, You are referring to the fruit /—Yes, and potatoes. 

43. What about your honey?—TI sell it all locally. I 
would be ruined if I had to depend on the Sydney market. 

44, Are the trees from which you obtain honey princi- 
pally ironbark 1—No; it is mixed forest, comprising iron- 
bark, red gum, and swamp mahogany. ; 

45, You support the construction of the railway from 
Guyra to Dorrigo 7— Yes. 

46. If that were built, would it afford you any great 
advantages from a honeéy-producing point of yiew 1—Not 
so much as for fruit-growing. I grow citrus fruit princi- 
pally, also persimmons and mangoes. But the fruit-growing 
industry will admit of great expansion with markets further 
west. [consider an orchardist should be in the same position 
as a manufacturer: he should know what he is going to get 
for his product before it leaves the orchard. J never send 
anything away without knowing what it is goimg to bring 
when sold. When we start developing this area as it 
should be developed, we shall have our own local market in 
close proximity to production. Not only the coastal areas 
with their sub-tropical fruits but the whole of the cold 
climate fruits should be supplied here from the highlands, 
whereas at present the cold climate fruits come from 
Sydney. A little trade has developed in consequence of 
motor lorries, but we import from Sydney quantities of 
apples, pears, and cherries, much of which is unfit for con- 
sumption when it reaches here ; whiie at tha same time we 
have a belt of country along the New England ranges which 
is capable of producing some of the finest fruit in the world, 
within 100 miles of its market, yet we cannot get it down 
here. hare 


47. From a railway point of view do you consider there 
would be any great trade with the highlands in the class of 
fruit produced here?—Tt is not the present population that 
has to be considered, but the development of commerce in 
future. We have a population on the coast from~Queens- 
land to Kempsey of approximately 150,000. I consider 
we would not only get traffic for the railways buat the fruit 
industries would be enabled to expand and eur fruit would 
go west. 

48. Is there sufficent land in the diStrict suitable for 
development as fruit growing areas ?—Thousands of acres. 

49. At what price ?—Some of it can be bought at from 
10s to £3 peracre. It is being sold now at that price. 

50. Is it heavily timbered ?—No. 

51. What would it cost to make it fit for planting ?— 
About £20 per acre. 

52. Whatis the rainfall in this district 1—About 47 
inches On the Dorrigo it goes to 65 inches. At one time 


‘there it went up to 110 inches in a few months, 


53. Do they make lucerne hay here !—Yes, but not on a 
commercial sedle. ce ee 

54, Is it possible todevelop it on a commercial scale? — Yes. 

55. If the line were built from Guyra to Dorrigo in what 
directions would an impetus be given to production ?—Tt 
would erable intense culture to be gone in for, Although 
we are within 120 miles of sheep runs we had to get mutton 
from Sydney by boat. That is a commodity the traffic in 
which will be developed. It is quite possible to develop a 
harbour at the Clarence but the trouble is the sand on the 
northern beach, The construction of a breakwater there 
has already been sanctioned. 


SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, 28 APRIL, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crairman), 


! The Hon. Joun Travers. 
Francis Micuaret Burke, Esq. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brun JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Charles Waldo Sabine, Inspector of Stock, Grafton, sworn, 
and examined ;-— 


56. Chairman.| What evidence do you wish to give 
regarding the proposal before the Committee ?—The average 
annual traffic in stock between Grafton and the tableland 
both ways is 15,000 head of large stock and 5,000 sheep. 
On the Grafton-Armidale route it is 10,000 large stock and 
2,000 sheep, while on the Grafton-Tenterfield route it is 
5,000 head of large stock annually. There is considerable 
additional traffic on the Casino-Tenterfield route than is not 
shown in the Grafton figures, but I have not the particulars. 

57. The bulk of the large stock traffic would, I assume, 
be from the rivers towards the tableland !—Yes, except in 
drought years. 

58. And the other way with sheep?—Yes. In one of 
the drought years in the west—1902, we had on agistment 
in the Grafton Pastures Protection district from drought- 
stricken areas west from Glen Innes 26,000 head of large 
stock, and 68,000 sheep. In 1919, which was also a dry 
year in the west, we had in the Grafton district from 
western areas 32,000 head large stock, and 20,000 sheep. 
During the twenty-three or twenty-four years I have been 
in the district, although we have had several fairly dry 
years, we have only had one which I considered a drought 
year, and that was 1915, 

59. Was the flow of stock seriously impeded during the 
periods of drought, by reason of the lack of feed along the 
stock routes ?—Very much so, at the other end. 

60, Do you know whether there were many losses on the 
road ?—There were fairly heavy losses coming in on the 
road from Glen Innes, 

61. What is the average rainfall of this district ?—From 
35 to 40 inches. In 1915 it was 16:29; that was our 
lowest year. Against that we had in 1921 66-88 inches, 
which is the maximum. From my own personal knowledge 
I know that the rainfall in the Guy Fawkes-Dorrigo area 
is much greater than that shown in the Grafton record 
which I produce. In 1921 they had over 120 inches at 
Dorrigo, and proportionately through to Guy Fawkes. 

62. Do you knw the proposed route from Tenterfield to 
Casino ?— Yes. 

63. How would you compare that with the Guyra- 
Dorrigo route, from the point of view of a tableland-coast 
connection ?—The most central route,and that which would 
best serve both the western districts and the coast, is that 
from Guyra to Dorrigo. The Tenterfield route would 
simply serve the north-eastern corner of the tableland, and 
the land along it is of nothing like the same extent or 
value. I would draw your attention to an article in the 
Sydney Mail of the 25th inst., headed “Guy Fawkes 
Plateau wants exploiting by the Government, It is all 
land waiting for settlement, and is the right sort of country 
for British settlers. Railway connection through it from 
Dorrigo to Guyra is the only way to make the Dorrigo line 
pay.” 

64. Do you agree with the statements in that heading ?” 
—T do. 

65. You make that statement from your own personal 
knowledge of the district?—Yes, According to information 
Ihave ohtained privately from stockowners there is ap- 
proximately 150,000 acres of privately owned land in the 
vicinity of Ebor, of which at least a third would be suitable 
for intense culture, That land will produce from six to ten 
tons of potatoes to the acre, In addition it is estimated that 
there is about 200,000 acres of forest reserve in that district, 
a large proportion of which also is suitable for settlement, 
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If it were possible to make a slight deviation of the proposed 
Guyra to Dorrigo line via Tyringham it would run right 
through the heart of all that rich country from Tyringham 
through Hernani to Ebor and serve the whole of the 
plateau. That would make at least another 50,000 acres 
of valuable country available for settlement, and in addi- 
tion would make available some millions of pounds worth 
of hardwood and pine in the parishes of Jardine and 
Wiriri with which it is impossible to do anything to-day 
because the cost of cartage is altogether too great. 

66. If the line were swung east to Tyringham in that 
way would it leave any of the country south of Guy Fawkes 
too far from the line for economical working?—No. South 
of Deer Vale there is not much country that would be 
served by the officially proposed route. 

67. Have you calculated how much longer the suggested 
deviation would make the line ?—It would be some few miles 
longer. 

68. Would there be any more engineering difficulties in 
connection with it than along the proposed route ?—I do 
not think so. I have been driving along there for several 
years and I do not think there would be any insuperable 
engineering difficulties. 

69. Mr. Travers.| Your suggested deviation would render 
it necessary to cross a number of creeks which are escaped 
by the departmental proposal ?— Yes, it would have to cross 
two rivers which are not crossed by the departmental 
route, but making the deviation would bring much more 
land within the influence of the railway, 

70. When large stock reaches the tableland, in which 
direction does it go’—NSome go as fats to Sydney ; others 
are store stock which go to stock up the western districts as 
far as Moree and Muswellbrook. The fats that go to Sydney 
at the present time go over the top end of the tableland. 

71. When the North Coast line is completed there will 
be no necessity for them to gothe way they go now !—That 
will be used by fat stock only. This is one of the most 
important store stock centres in the State, and if there were 
a tableland connection there is no doubt about the number 
of stock from the west we could save. 

72. What advantages from a cross-country point of view 
would a line from Guyra to Dorrigo possess over one from 
Casino to Tenterfield ?—It is a more central route. It 
would run practically cue east from Guyra and Inverell, 
and would tap a great deal more of the western country 
and bring it within reach of the coast. 

73, Are there large timber supplies between Dorrigo and 
Ebor which would be tapped by a line from Guyra_ to 
Dorrigo ?—There is a certain amount of scrub and some 
hardwood, but nothing like the quantity there is down 
towards Tyringham and further this way, 

74. When the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo is con- 
structed will not the Tyringham district be within its 
influence ?—Tyringham itself would be within 16 miles of 
it; but the Chapman’s Scrub down in Jardine and Wiriri 
would still be 30 miles away from the line. Dorrigo would 
be the only point of access. 

75. Is it your opinion that the better class of country 
lies to the North ?—Yes; there is a bigger area of good 
country up north of Deer Vale and Hernan. 

76. Mr. Doe.| You mention three different routes along 
which stock travel from Grafton. Are they sufticiently 
wide to carry very heavy stock traffic !—Only in very good 
seasons. It is all right on the Glen Innes road as far as 
Dalmorton, but after that you simply follow a mountain 
cutting. 


334 


10 


Witnesses—C. W. Sabine, R. C. Braithwaite, and W. M. L. Hughes, 28 April, 1923. 


77. Do many sheep come this way from the western 
districts for consumption?—Yes; those I mention. are 
butcher’s sheep. 

78. Are the forest reserves to which you refer to any 
extent denuded of timber and likely to be brought under 
closer settlement ?—That 200,000 acres about Ebor has 
hardly been touched, but there is a lot of country which 
does not contain marketable timber, and could be made 
avalable for settlement. 

79. Mr. Mahony.| It has been stated that there is a big 
market for fodder here, and that lucerne could not be 
grown or hay ay in the North Coast district because 
the climate was too wet; do you agree with that ?— Abso- 
lutely no. 

80. In the article in the Sydney Mail to which you refer 
there are photographs of hay stacks in the district ?—Yes. 
If you can find a place in any part of Australia that can 
produce better lucerne than the Clarence district, [ should 
like to see it. 

81. It is admitted that the Clarence flats produce 
lucerne, but owing to the inclemency of the weather it is 
said there is no opportunity for making hay ?—That is 
totally incorrect, except in odd seasons. I have seen 
wheaten and oaten hay produced at the Experiment Farm 
which compared with anything in the west, with the excep- 
tion that, owing to the humidity of the atmosphere, it is 
not of the same nice colour. It has a high feeding value. 

82. Can you produce lucerne hay here in large quan- 
tities /— Yes, 

83. When the North Coast line is complete, you could 
supply the Richmond and Tweed Rivers with it if neces- 
sary /—We have been doing so for years. 


Robert Charles Braithwaite, Shire Engineer, Copmanhurst 
Shire Council, sworn, and examined. 


84. Mr. Doe.| You desire to give evidence regarding the 
proposed Guyra to Dorrigo railway ?!—Yes. If have had 
thirty-five years in the Public Works of this State, that the 
whole of this time has been along the eastern coast, and for 
years my chief work for that Department was in locating 
roads into new country and reporting on its possibilities, and 
so I claim to have some knowledge of comparative values, 
Taking the proposed line from Inverell to Tenterfield— 
Casino, I know four-fifths of the country traversed. 
Accepting the fact that ail country within 12 miles of 
rail is aiready served, I know of no country between 
Emmaville and the Clarence \ Valley that is suitable for 
close settlement ; and knowing every inch between Grafton 
and Killarney, I believe that a line of railway up the 
Clarence Valley, connecting up with the Darling Downs 
country, would provide and bring about more settlement, 
more homes, and move population than would be possi: le 
if both the rival lines were constructed. It has been stated 
in evidence that the Tenterfield line, in crossing the 
Clarence, would serve this country for 12 miles on 
either side, I do not think so, as it is unlikely t that the 
Cominieener would run an up-to-date service for the 
traffic offering. As a fact, what traftic could we expect from 
New Enel: und for at least four months during winter? If 
the Clarence—Killarney line were construe! ed, the coast 
people might, get their dair ‘y catile fodder from the lucerne 
fields of the Downs, whi'e their wheat might be brought here 
to be milled, where hydro-electric power is cheap. Another 
thing, we are sure to lose a portion of our trade to Queens- 
land when the Kyogle-Grady’s Gap line is thr ough, 
So that by tapping the Downs country we should about be 
even. I believe that if this line is constructed that traffic 
will so increase that a branch line to Casino will be war- 
ranted, and by this means the trattic will flow to the Rich- 
mond and Clarence. Taking the Tenterfield-Casino line, we 
find that its advocates emphasize the importance of Byron 

Jay as a deed sea port, so that a strong point is being made 
of the trade to be opened up by water ; but surely they are 
running away from their best market instead of getting to 
it. Tenterfield is practically on the Queensland border, 
Byron Bay is still further north, so [ would look on that 
line as a doubtful proposition if the construction cost were 


cheap, but when it comes to the Reece of two and a 
half millions of public money I don’t half like being a share- 
holder. I cannot give useful evidence on the Guyra line, 
but leave it to those who know the country. ‘This line 
certainly has the merit of being central and its harbour is 
120 miles nearer our best market than Byron Bay. 

85. Mr. Doe.] You do not know the country between 
Guyra and Dorrigo 7—No. 

86. You know that between Tenterfield and Casino _— 
Yes; I have had charge of both those districts. 

87. You think it would not be a good proposition from 
the point of view of the State inberesk to construct. that 
line !—Certainly not. 

88. Do you know the country from Grafton along the 
Clarence Vailey to the Queensland border ?—Yes, I have 
had charge of the whole of it, and know every inch of it. 
It is very fine country right through. 

89. Can grades be obtained with reasonable facility — 
Yes, I do not think there would be any difficulty i in that 
respect. here are broad valleys where there is plenty of 
swinging room, and you would be serving good country by 
swinging. 

90. A line thr ough there would tap quantities of good 
timber !—Yes, but I do not go much on that fact because 
the greatest timber belt is on the coast, so we need not 
talk about bringing timber down to it. I speak of land 
that is useful for settlement purposes, and the living areas 
would be reasonable. There is a good rainfall right thr ough 
and it is all well watered, so that large areas would 
generally be unnecessary. 

91. Much of the land higher up is at present held in 
large areas, three parts of it for running dry stock !—That 
would have to be subdivided to render it possible for to 
realise reasonabie revenue. 

92. How far up from Grafton does cultivation extend 
along the river?—There are patches right along. There 
are good cornfields within reach of navigable water or the 
railway for 25 miles. The only reason cultivation does 
not extend farther is that it is all cattle stations from there 
on to Bonalbo. 

93. Do you know the country on the Queensland side 
beyond Acacia Creek ?—Yes, 

94. What is produced there?—Chiefly lucerne on the 
flats. 

95. Is any wheat produced higher up?—-Yes, on be 
Downs. 

96. In your judgment a line should be constructed from 
Grafton along the valley of the Clarence to connect with 
the Queensland system ?— Yes. 

97. Tf you had your choice between a line from Casino 
and Tenterfield, another between Guyra and Dorrigo, and 
the one from Grafton up the Clarence Valley, which would 
you prefer from the point of view of serving the best 
interests of the country !—Undoubtedly the one up the 
Clarence Valley. 


William Malcolm Lucas Hughes, farmer and grazier, 
Newbold, Copmanhurst, sworn, and examined : 


98. Mr. Travers.| What statement do you wish to make 
to the Committee /—It is as follows :—In my opinion the 
best interests of all concerned would be served by the 
construction: of a railway from Grafton up the valley of 
the Clarence River, eventually crossing the Queensland 
border and linking up with the existing line from Killarney 
to Warwick. A branch line from this railway could be 
constructed from the vicinity of Tabulam to Tenterfield, 
and thus give the intervening country there direct access 
with the coastal ports. In support of this valley of the 
Clarence railway I desire to submit the following facts :— 
(1) The proposed line would pass through the centre of the 
following large cattle stations—Gordon Brook of 40,090. 
acres, Yulgilbar of 40,000 acres, and Tabulam of 42,000 
acres, or a “botal ares of 122,000 acres freehold of first class 
agricultural, dairying, and grazing land, the whole of which 
area could be subject to “resumption, if desired, under 
existing legislation. On the opposite side of the Clarence 
River, etwoea Copmanhurst and Gordon Brook Station, 
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lie Ramornie Station of 20,000 acres freehold, Newbold 
Station lands, and the rich area on the Mitchell known as 
the Cangai district. Newbold Station has already been 
subdivided and sold, but is capable of still greater closer 
settlement, and with a low-level bridge over the Clarence 
‘somewhere between the two points previously named the 
whole of this rich area, comprising approximately some 
150,000 acres of available land, would all immediately 
become a feeder to the proposed railway. (2) In addition 
to the freehold lands already detailed there is a vast 
area of Crown lands on the Upper Clarence—some vacant 
and others held under various Crown tenures—practi- 
cally the whole of which could be utilised to very 
much greater advantage should a railway be constructed 
than is at present possible. (3) The statistics regard- 
ing the timber and mineral wealth of the Upper Clarence 
are not available, but there are millions of feet of 
the finest hardwoods and softwoods in the district 
mentioned, especially in country surrounding Lionsville, 
that are only awaiting access of some sort to become 
marketable. Under existing circumstances the haulage 
by team to deep water at Copmanhurst—some 40 to 50 
miles—renders it an unpayable proposition except for such 
high-priced timbers as red cedar, &c. The possibilities of 
mineral ore are also immense, but at present the question 
of haulage has always been an insurmountable obstacle to 
proper development. The average rainfall over the area 
proposed to be served by a railway during the past seven 
years is 45:1] in., or, taken over a period of fifteen years 
at five different points between the Queensland border and 
Grafton is 37°60 in., being ample to ensure success in 
dairying and mixed farming throughout the whole length 
‘of the proposed line. . 

99. Have you considered the question of the necessity 
for having a cross-country connection at some point?—I 
personally think that a line from Guyra to Dorrigo would 
be very valuable, because it would tap the Inverell country 
far more effectively than one from Tenterfield down to the 
coast because there is nothing behind Tenterfield. 

100. It is suggested that a line from Tenterfield to 
Casino would tap all the good country in the direction of 
Inverell?—The North Coast railway would take all the 
produce down the coast, and the Tenterfield connection is 
too far north in my opinion: 

101. Do you think the most direct connection would be 
from Guyra to Dorrigo?—Absolutely. That would link up 
with Coff’s Harbour, which would be a much nearer port to 
Sydney than Byron Bay. 

102. So you know whether much lucerne is grown in 
this district ?—There is not a great deal grown on the 
Upper Clarence yet, but the land is capable of it. Beyond 
a certain distance from the railway it is not a payable pro- 
position to grow lucerne, because the cost of carting by 
team would eat up all the profits. 

103. Do most of the farmers in the district as far as you 
know grow lucerne for their own use ?—Anybody who can 
grow it for his own use does so. But the country is 
certainly capable of growing lucerne. 


George Gilbert Cory, station manager, Gordon Brook, 
Copmanhurst, sworn, and examined :—- 


104, Mr. Mahony.| What statement do you wish to 
make with regard to the proposal before the Committee ?— 
l reside 40 miles north of Grafton on the Clarence, and 
manage Tooloom Station. With a line of railway up the 
valley of the Clarence, I know of no other district that 
offers so much inducement for settlement. If a branch line 
were constructed to Bonalbo from Casino, along Doubtful 
‘Creek, and connecting with Tabulam, there is no doubt 
that land would be opened up than which there is’ nothing 
better for closer settlement. On Duck Creek land changed 
hands six months ago at £25 per acre. The people there 
have no facilities for getting their produce away. The 
Tooloom and Urbenville district is equally good, and the 
Woodenbong land is, perhaps, better. The railway I 
advocate would pass through the whole of those lands. 
‘Thirteen years ago Tooloom was purely a cattle station, 


running from 8,000 to 10,000 head. The whole of the 
settlement there has taken place within the last thirteen 
years, but it is hard to get anything away under present 
conditions. When it is wet the roads are so bad that it is 
almost impossible to get about. There is no doubt about 
the wealth of timber both hard and soft, that is available 
there. A line in the vicinity of Bonalbo, across to Kyogle 
or Casino, would serve the soldier settlement at Dyraaba. 

105. A suggestion has been made for a deviation in the 
proposed Tenterfield-Casino route from Tabulam, through 
Bonalbo and Dyraaba, to the Kyogle line 1—I know the 
whole of that country, and such a deviation would tap a 
lot of very fine land. But I cannot see how any benefit 
would be derived from continuing the line to Tenterfield. 

106. You know that country !—Yes. It is very poor. 
Tt is not even good grazing country. Of course there was 
a good deal of mineral produced about Drake, but to-day 
Drake is dead and from there on to Sandy Hills there is 
nothing poorer. 

107. Are you in favour of a tableland connection /—I 
certainly think the tableland could be connected with the 
coast but my idea has always been from about Guyra, 
That would be the most direct and would pass through a 
lot of very fine country by way of Guy Fawkes. 

108. How would you describe the country between 
Guyra and Dorrigo?’—Vhe greater part of it is good and 
suitable for closer settlement. I have never travelled 
between Ebor and Guyra. 

109. How would you consider the country around 
Hernani?—I was there some years ago and it was used for 
grazing and I think that is all it is to-day. 

110. Why do you consider a line to the tableland should 
be constructed?—I have always thought the tableland 
should have access to a coastal port and a line would be 
useful for removing stock and the supply of fodder, also the 
interchange of products. 

11l. Would you say that for the purposes of a periodical 
drought alone a very expensive railway should be con- 
structed?—No. My idea is to bring settlement into the 
district. 

112. If the North Coast line is completed witbin twelve 
months will it not serves large portion of this district —~ 
Tt will not serve the valley of the Clarence. 

113. With a railway from Casino to Tabulam in con- 
junction with the North Coast line, would not the valley of 
the Clarence be served ?—To a certain extent but there is 
100 miles between here and Tabulam that would not be. 


William Arthur Zuill, grazier and auctioneer, Grafton, 
sworn, and examined :— 


114. Chairman.’ You desire to give evidence regarding 
the railway proposal before the Committee ?—Yes. I wish 
to give evidence in support of the Dorrigo-Guyra connection 
as a railway to the taileland from the coast is a long-felt 
necessity. In years gone by if we had had connection with 
the hinterland by rail huge sums of money would have been 
saved during drought time, but facilities for removing 
starving stock, or for carrying fodder, were absent. Rarely, 
if ever, do we have a drought in the west and on the coast 
simultaneously ; one part of the State is good when the 
other part is bad. JI have known the time when the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of sheep could have been saved 
if we had railway connection with the tableland. Under 
the existing circumstances many thousands of sheep had to 
be travelled over hundreds of miles of bare and almost 
waterless roads to receive succour in this and other coastal 
districts. A railway would have transported in a week 
sheep which had taken months to reach this haven. 
Another reason why a railway is a necessity is the fact that 
the North Coast of New South Wales is the largest cattle 
producing district in the State. There are times when, if 
we had had railway connection with the west, we could send 


- our steers and fatteners out on the herbage country, and 


top them up ina few weeks time, instead of hanging on 
with overstocked paddocks waiting for rain to replenish 
our pastures. Cattle could be sent over the tableland and 
fattened in half the time it takes to fatten them on the 
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coast. The North Coast people consume a certain amount 
of mutton annually, the sheep which provide this have first 
of all to be railed to Sydney from the western pastures, 
enduring all the hardships that are encountered on a long- 
distance stock train; then after waiting and wasting 
for two or three days at Flemington to receive a second 
knocking about in the saleyards, and again a third when 
they are shipped by boat to the North Coast, by the 
time they are slaughtered at Grafton, instead of being nice 
juicy mutton it is wasted leathery stuff, unfit for human 
consumption. If railway communication were established 
from Guyra to Dorrigo to connect with the already estab- 
lished system, fat sheep, which under present conditions 
have to travel upwards of 500 miles by rail and 350 miles 
by steamer to get here, could be landed here by a rail 
journey of less than 200 miles. This line, if constructed, 
would give wonderful facilities for an interchange of 
products, There would be a big demand in the west for 
products grown on the coast; for instance maize during 
times of drought, fruit of all kinds which can be grown on 
the coast, fish, butter, eggs, &c., could be quickly landed 
when they would be most appreciated and where there 
would be a ready market for the articles. Cold climate 
fruits, such as apples, pears, cherries, and grapes which 
cannot be successfully grown in our district could be intro- 
duced direct in a fresh and palatable condition, instead of 
as at present having to filter through the Sydney markets 
and paying in addition to the extra freights, half a dozen 
middlemen’s profits. Many people in the west do not 
know what it is to enjoy a meal of fresh fish—a railway 
direct from the coast would overcome this and enable fresh 
sea fish, oysters, and lobsters to be landed in a fresh, whole- 
some condition at most of the north-western centres. 
There would be big possibilities for the timber trade also ; 
timber for building and fencing purposes could be supplied 
to the settlers in the west at a much lower rate per 
100 superficial feet than ever was known, while timber for 
shipraent to Sydney, or for transport overseas, could be 
landed at a deep sea port at a minimum cost. The millions 
of feet of excellent timber now growing in the forests 
between the tableland and the coast could be successfully 
exploited, and instead of burning it in order to make way 
for grass, as was the experience of the unfortunate settlers 
on the Dorrigo Plateau, it could be marketed and thus 
its value would be realised. During the past twenty 
years millions of feet of the best timber in Australia have 
gone up in smoke because there was no means of getting it 
to market, and because the policy of the Government was 
to insist on a certain value of improvements being put on 
the selectors’ holdings within a specified time. ‘lhe pass- 
enger traffic must also be considered. The out-west women 
and children of the plains should be given an opportunity 
of getting to the seaside during the trying summer months 
of the year. At present people from the west who can 
afford it, flock to the seaside in their motor-cars, but the 
delights of the seaside are denied to many thousands of 
people who cannot afford the luxury of a motor-car. These 
people should be given the opportunity of getting to the 
seaside by the quickest route. There are excellent water- 
ing places, either at Coffs Harbour or Yamba _ equal 
to anything along the coast of New South Wales. The 
advent of hydro-electricity iu the coastal districts will pro- 
vide cheap power for manufacturing purposes and factories 
will undoubtedly be established at the most convenient 
port. Products such as wool and wheat would surely be 
sent by the shortest route to the factory, particularly when 
the factory is being run cheaply by hydro-electric power. 
Four other great reasons for supporting the Dorrigo-Guyra 
connection are : (1) that the line would be centrally situated, 
tapping the centre of the great tabicland districts and 
touching thecoast at apoint almost midway between Brisbane 
and Sydney; (2) that the line from the coast is partly con- 
structed and in a short time will be completed to Dorrigo; 
(3) that this line from Guyra to the coast will give the 
westerners the choice of two ports, Grafton or Coffs Har- 
bour ; (4) that the line will be constructed through some 
very rich country well suited for closer settlement, 

115. Do you agree with previous witnesses that in the 
Grafton district there is a possibility of producing lucerne 


hay and chaff for consignment further north !—Yces. There 
is a very large quantity of lucerne chaff sent away from 
here almost weekly to the Richmond now. 

116. It was urged in the Richmond districts that there 
would be a continuous demand for Jucerne hay if obtainable 
which Mr. Haywood, manager of the Wollongbar Experi- 
ment Farm, says is necessary to give a balanced ration for 
dairy cows. Do you think it possible to supply that 
demand in districts not too far away from the Richmond 
or the Clarence River ?—I do not know about the price. 
I think they could be supplied with chaff. As a matter of 
fact I was trying to buy a quantity of lucerne chaff here 
quite recently and found that everything had been pur- 
chased by speculators for the purpose of sending it to 
Lismore. 

117. Does that traffic go on continuously /—No, it is 
principally in bad times. ‘They have practically only one 
fodder there --paspalum, and it stands to reason that a 
change of fodder must be beneficial to a milking cow. 

118, With the construction of a line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo and the extension of orchard culture in the districts 
served, could the Dorrigo district supply cold climate fruits 
to the north ?—I believe so. 

119. Do you send much maize from this district to the 
Tweed ?—A good deal, particularly in drought time. 

120. Mr. Travers.] Does any of your lucerne hay find a 
market in Sydney!—Not from here. It is all consumed 
locally. 

121. Mr. Doe.| What is the average price in a normal 
season of lucerne hay here !—There is not much sold—it is 
chaffed. Chaff usually runs to about 5s. per 60 Ib. or 70 Ib. 
bag. 

122, There would not be many districts that could supply 
lucerne hay delivered at £5 per ton?—No. They might 
supply it on the farm at approximately that, but they are 
paying a lot more for chaff on the Richmond to-day, 

123. But this is an abnormal season ?—Yes, . 

124. Chairman.| Assuming a railway were built from 
Tenterfield to Casino, could they get hay as cheaply from 
say Inverell as you could supply it from here?—They might 
not be able to get lucerne hay, but for wheaten and oaten 
which we cannot produce there would be a very big demand. 
We have to bring it here by motor lorry from Glen Innes 
or by steamer from Sydney during the winter months. I 
do not believe Inverell could supply lucerne hay at the 
same price as we could. J would emphasise the difference 
in the cost of construction of the two proposed lines. I 
understand that from Tenterfield to Casino would cost 
approximarely £2,500,000, whereas the line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo is to cost only £1,600,000. That is a matter which 
I think should be taken into consideration, With regard 
to what I have said about new industries starting here, 
there would be a big opportunity for the fellmongering, 
wool scouring, and canning industries to be established here 
if we get a line connecting with the tableland and have a 
hydro-electric scheme established. 


George Morrison, auctioneer, Post-Office Chambers, Grafton, 
sworn, and examined :— 


125. Mr. Doe.] What statement do you wish to make? 
—In connection with this matter the manager of the 
Government Hxperiment Farm at Glen Innes called on me 
to see if there was any chance of placing portion of this 
year’s crop of apples in this district. The service between 
the two centres by motor-lorry is intermittent and irregular 
but we decided to give the project a trial. In March we 
got the first shipment of 25 bushel cases and since then we 
have disposed of 470 cases realising £250 for them. 
Owing to the service being so poor we could only cater for 
a very small portion of the demand, but if we could have 
guaranteed delivery, there is not the slightest doubt that 
we could have sold four times the amount in Grafton alone. 
The prices realised are highly satisfactory to the manager 
of the farm, and there is not the slightest doubt that we 
will be able to place a very large proportion of the stone 
fruits of that district when they come along. At the pre- 
sent time such of that fruit as reaches this district comes 
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Witnesses—G. Morrison, 28 April, and J. E, H. Kennedy, 2 May, 1923. 


by way of Sydney and reaches here after say two weeks in 
a state of “ mush,’ If the fruit could be delivered here 
fresn there would be a very large demand for it, and not 
only here but also in all the other coastal towns. We have 
been asked to supply fruit to several towns in this locality 
but have not been able to get the supplies regularly enough 
to guarantee delivery. 

126. What is the cost of transporting apples from Glen 
Innes ?—About 2s. 6d. per case. 

127. What is the value of a case here wholesale ?— 10s. 
or lls. 

128. You can get apples from Sydney cheaper than that ? 
—Yes, but you do not get the quality, nor do you get them 
as fresh. 

129. How would the best quality of Sydney apples at 8s, 
per case compare on arrival at Grafton with the local apples 
as to quality and price ’—There is very little difference in 
the price, but as a rule the quality is not the same. They 
are generally more knocked about. They are pulled at 
Glen Innes on the Saturday, and I get them two anda half 
daysafterwards. I understand from the manager that he is 
better satisfied with the price he gets from me than with what 
he gets in Sydney. The producer up there should be con- 
sidered from the point of view of the fact that he will get 


WEDNESDAY, 


probably 2s. 6d. per case more if given railway transit. 
With railway freight they could be delivered much cheaper. 

130. Are you interested in lucerne !—Two or three years 
ago I was connected with a firm which was shipping lucerne 
north from here. ‘There is a good demand up there for 
lucerne in the winter months, 

131. Is this district capable of great expansion in lucerne 
production for the supply of the northern part of the coast ? 
—-In my opinion they have not yet started to grow lucerne 
i1 this district. No one pays any attention to growing it 
as they could, It is not grown commercially at all. If 16 
were taken up as a business proposition an unlimited supply 
would be obtainable here. 

132. What is the value of lucerne here in normal seasons ? 
—It is always chaffed, which shows that they do not handle 
it from a commercial standpoint, I do not think there isa 
press in the whole district, but they could press it and send 
is away practically green. 

133. If there is a comparatively good market in the 
north, why are people not growing it t—The explanation is 
that they are doing fairly well with other crops. But 
if the farmers forced the growth of lucerne they would 
probably find it a much better position. The demand is 
there if the supply were available. 


2 MAY, 1923. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairmay). 


The Hon. Jonn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burr, Esq. 


WituiAmM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Doe, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummond, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Guyra to Dorrigo, 


———_— 


John Edinond Harold Kennedy, Chief Draftsman, 
Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :— 


134. Chairman.] I understand you have a statement to 
submit to the committee with regard to the proposed rail- 
way from Guyra to Vorrigo?—Yes, it is as follows: 


Provosep RAILwAy-—GuUYRA TO DORRIGO. 


Acres, 
Alienated lands (tinted bluc)— (about.) 
Including conditional purchases, conditional levses, conditional 
purchase leases, seitlement purchases, homestead selections, 
MIAUITORACSHGAG LATING <-)-\a)sivicjdlclaiajeclot= sicie wis ciclve o's seine oselcisis'v ev oe 631,900 
Reserved Jar.ds about 211,500 acres— 
About *179,500 acres not held under any tenure (tinted green)...... 179,500 
on 32,000 ,, held under lease and occupation license (edged 
greeii). 
Poeeztt 500: ,, 
Leased lands (hatched blue) -- about. 
olnn oe Oa IETS) BS abn Geico peepe ocr CeO tne Ou ORe 5,100 acres 
Special », (including about 6,800 acresreserves) 12,300 ,, 
Crown | ne a Syl 0; 200 meas 3 55,700 ,, 75 900 
18th section ,, A ee 2 LOO Iss fe 2,100 ,, a 
Pal 5 i OOM Se aA 25, 200s 
Crown lands (tinted brown)— 
Held under Occupation License 
(including about 16,900 __,, * Ab’t 59,900 ,, 
SMMTE BEELER ee tert rarare cis tsicfeleseins-sia ic, oin9:4 (exo. x" Succeed wares 5 PER TOD) wc, 83,600 
(About? 000M sales Fase 83/000" 5, 
Totaliares ADOUt. ccc. s: ee ag 970,100 


* It is probab’e that part of these reserved and untenanted Crown lands may be 
held under annual leases, particulars of which are not available at Head Office. 


J, E. H. KENNEDY, 
Chief Draftsman. 
Department of Lands, 
Sydney, 2nd May, 1923. 


Proposep RattbwAy—Guyra TO DoRRIGO. 
Limits of Affected Ar a. 


The limits of the area which would be influenced by the construc- 
tion of the proposed railway, Guyra to Dorrigo, in accordance with 
instructions received, have been restricted to 12 miles from each 
side of the proposed line, and are shown on map produced by a firm 
red band. Owing to the existing railway, Sydney to Brisbane, and 
the railway under construction, Glenreagh to Dorrigo, the limits 
referred to on the western and north-eas ern sides of the affected 
area are indicated on map about mid-way between the existing and 
under-construction railways mentioned and the proposed line. 

The 12-mile zone is shown on the northern and southern sides of 
the proposed line, Extension beyond the other limits indicated, to 
cover that zone on each side of the proposed railway, would include 
lands withia the sphere of the existing and under construction 
railways referred to above. 


Concerning the lands within the limits shown, the following 
particulars are submitted :— 


Untenanted Crown Lands. 


The total area of the untenanted Crown lands is about 23,700 
acres. Part of this area (about 3,400 acres) was, from time to time, 
set apart under the provisions of the Crown Lands Consolidation 
Act, 1913, and Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Act, 1916, between 
January, 1914, and February, 1923, for the following forms of 
tenure :—About 100 acres for additional conditional purchase, in 
county of Fitzroy ; about 160 acres and about 1,560 acres for Crown 
leases ordinary and for Crown leases for returned soldiers only 
r spectively, and about 120 acres for additional holdings in county 
of Clarke ; about 1,300 acres and about 160 acres for homestead 
farms for returned soldiers only and ordinary homestead farms 
respectively, in county of Raleigh. 

In addition to the above areas, about 21,000 acres of Crown lands 
held under occupation licenses have also been set apart under the 
provisions of the firstmentioned Act, as follows :—About 9,076 acres 
and about 11,412 acres for additional holdings and Crown Jeases 
respectively in county of Clarke, and about 512 acres for homestead 
farms in county of Fitzroy, making a grand total of about 24,400 
acres of lands set apart. 

Out of the total area of Crown lands available for settlement 
within the affected area, the following applications have lately been 
made :—About 200 acres and about 321 acres for Crown lease and 
additional Crown leases respectively in county of Clarke, and about 
732 acres for homestead farms in county of Raleigh, making in all 
about 1,253 acres applied for. No confirmation ot these applications 
have yet been reported at head office. 


Country.—Level and undulating to hilly, steep, and mountain- 
ous; basalt, granite, and slate formation; partly fair to 
good for grazing. 

Soil_—Sandy, rocky and stony, gray, brown, red, dark, and 
chocolate in parts; gravelly, clay and rocky subsoil ; 
generally poor, with some small areas of good flats. 

Timber.—Stringybark, gum, peppermint, oak, tallowood, mess- 
mate, honeysuckle, turpentine, and box. 


Forest Reserves. 


There are thirteen forest reserves with an aggregate area of about 
143,3)0 acres. Eleven of these reserves, seven of which are partly 
within the limits of the affected area, have been dedicated as State 
forests, and their total area amounts to about 132,000 acres. 


Country.—Broken, steep, hilly and mountainous; slate and 
ranite formation. : 

Soil.—Gravelly and stony; red, brown, and chocolate, in 
parts ; clay and rocky subsoil. 

Timber.—Good, consisting of blackbutt, tallow-wood, stringy- 
bark, white, yellow, and brush-box, bloodwood, mahogany, 
turpentine, messmate, blue, grey, red, spotted, aud flooded 
gum, peppermint, forest oak, apple, hickory, and cedar. 


14 
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Highteen Section Lease. 1 
: - F : Disposal | Disposa 
There is only part (about 2,100 acres) of an eighteen-section lease Settlement Purchase | 4 creawe Datevot No. of | average | average 
(eighteen-section lease 137, parish of Blythe, county of Clarke) Area. iS© | acquisition. |Farms.| price price 
within the limits of the affected area, covered by reserve; it has a rer acre. | per farm. 
tenure of twenty-eight years and about twelve more years to run. 
Its rental is Id. per acre. £4 ; ; eitons %. ik tle ae 
Under the conditions governing this lease, the right of with-  Perrett’s.............. About half} 9 April, 1920 1 |. 3 2 6|2,419 19 4 
drawal of the whole area by the Crown for purposes of settle- Biddle’s ‘“*2”....... ‘Be 250 17 ,, 1920 2 |15 0 0/ 1,878 15 0 
ment without compensation, except for lessee’s interest in improve- Taner silvGint sa taceee AAS | Bi we 1980 2 amet TiS 
ments on the land withdrawn, became operative on 6th September, — Garrett’s 2” ........ 368 1 May, 1920 1 | 610 0/| 2,392 0 0 
1917. Olementia io.282 3055. 180 25 June, 1920 1 | 14 0 0} 2,523 10 0 
It is pointed ou h , * ‘ Q@OURIORE Bs cesate ates Small part | 6 July, 1920 2°| 10 10 0 | 2,625 0 0 
t is poir t that the area affected by the proposal under vee ete al Large part) Gnade i | 27 6| 1.02312 6 
consideration contains twenty-two closer settlement purchase areas, jodoe’s |... 268 | 13 Aus., 1920 1 boon 
eighteen wholly and four partly within its limits as shown by ficm — Jamieson’s............ 400 | 18 Sept., 1920 2 | 8 0 0} 1,600 0 0 
white bands on map produced, with an aggregate area of about Taylor's “10” ........ 380 Adan, 12h 2 | 512 9 | 3,068 te 5 
6,000 acres; they were acquired by the Government under the pro- geanger S ahaa elas A PE 1) to 0 ae 
se ; , ; 3 ohnston’s “6” ...... 48 14 Sept., 1921 Li) O20 480 0 0 
yisions of the Closer Settlement Acts, the information concerning 


ae SS 


With the exception of Hodge’s. Settlement Purchase Area which ~ 
has not yet been set apart for applications, all the other farms in the 


which is particularised in the following schedule :— 


Seineweak Bases Dabecas So a Dispos Tesposs. above settlement purchase areas were applied for and allotted by 
Kren, «| AGreAage- konntattien. Forme, Tee oe the Minister, excepting one in J ordan’s ‘‘2”’ which is the subject of 
per acre. | per farm, conflicting applications. 
It is also pointed out that within the limits of the area which will 
be affected by the construction of the railway line under review, in 
Acres. £sd. | Sold addition to the 23,700 acres of untenanted Crown lands referred to 
dohnston’s ..........-. About 103} 1Mar., 1919 1 25 0 0 | 2,597 1408 f ‘es Q , ‘ 
Titiagde one, og” | 18 Sune, 1919 a ae ale rap ee above, there are about 179,500 acres of reserved lands not held under 
renee Sees cok 129 | 17 July, 1919 1/16 0 ol2070 8 0 any tenure other than annual tenure ; about 59,900 acres of other 
Oran s suey eee ee 492 | 23Jan., 1920 2 alll on care se a Crown lands held under occupation license and about 2,100 acres 
McFadyen’s .......... Small part | 27 Feb., 1920 1 Ben caccer 1,312 0 0 held under 18th Section Lease, making a grand total of about 
TASS OS Fh case onee Bet shey ; cbse 1,174 0 0 965,200 acres of unalienated Crown lands. 
Giddinishyesccuelsecese 200 29 Mar., 1920 1 13 14 0 | 2,740 0 0 p05 
White’s 170. as ue 101 | 1April,1920} 1 | 4 0 0| 404.7 6 Rainfall. 
H ie’e St ” i 1 5 s . . 
eGarthy: ee a oe rere ee 1 ¥ ‘ : ee “ ! The average annual rainfall on the affected area varies from about 
‘ j 354 inches at Guyra to about 88 inches (average for last four yeus) 
at Dorrigo. 


MONDAY, 7 MAY, 1923. 


Present :-— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Carman). 


The Hon. JoHn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 
Francis MicoaEt Burke, Esa. 


WinuiAm Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dos, Ese. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, Department of Railways, sworn and 
examined :— 


_ 135, Chairman.] You have a statement to submit to the Committee with regard to the proposed Railway ?—Yes ; 
it is as follows :— 
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS—CONSTRUCTION BRANCH. 
Guyra To Dorrico Rarway. 


Estmmatep Cost of a single line of Railway, 89 miles in length, with 80-Ib. rails. Ruling grades, 1 in 60 against, and 1 in 40 with the load. 
Sharpest curve, 10 chains radius. 


Description of Work. Estimated Cost. Summary. Average 
per mile. 
£ 5 le £ d. 

Earthworks ........... . af idissfetaaasea di Widnndgns tant aawisan taut asdeteas Bhcdtag Wats seyaee weuduarauayeataedsscs wee-| 645,910 "5 Ot! ee f 7 os 
Culverts and timber bridges........ dacs ec coidaueng davusge seca sees te Penner eric ttn Renee eed a ececsin« gaa 99,215 2 6 1.115 
Bridge over Guyra River .............. eas « gees iueenegse tine Woes dadoduceenees So: RaeHeaber Bae Side wanlt roncassneieen 2,828 8 0 a "32 
Level crossings, cattle stops, fencing, and road diversions ........... Etis see bated geaecenicosesatcadesqs 39,325 0 0 Be. 442 
Two tunnels, length 670 yards ........ Hes ePrice Bee Dr Soon abeTE ei conocemOe Co Ae ee ER CRERF ORE Ree Bee atc 61,976 0 OF “oe 696 
Formanene Way THALELERE oc eeentec so choral toes dias Pocus Need eed ak telat hale megaeeuaad at gat ovat fic..| 200,665 0.0) 0) seem Re 2,253 

POIAIG ui cdceceegvdecscads odaeid ddecedendcndacneminlo mas testo he danteatigeeSadatenes Saceedeesetieawh ames watales Hopeponntee 7089 0 0 yom ee. : 
Pltebayine : 7,982 0 0 wsdeoage 90 

Ballasting”  } sis.tees. Seadivawse hate cote SRA dehaeee ei techno ACHIU RB San naa Atpapeeh 702 2 
Sloaote apeenercece wel) 181570220080 2,041 
1,239,503 15 6 | 13,926 
Station works, including junction, sidings, and signals........ tiscteen is cekoeiagice astra ass icsadee Meagan: RPE BO CRON eon orons 46,114 12 6 518 
Station buildings ............... tec ls Sas TORCLIECLP DEteT nur cone en ate rane eee ee aes ar Ronen tagconthe eipeges STachond Opne nOREE De 13,376 VU 0 150 
Water supplies......5. cssccseeeee Fe honoceabont Cannel 2encnber cee ceer tact centobinet ian: AER oaall py Waeer tence att oe ee 12,000 0 0 137 
Mileage-posts ....... StponeeeeG LCE COGEOODAC BEBADSe Onn OREN Jone sagdsodeueseseseadaas Bree nconto Caetaroecee at Migbrommarnudkeseac ee ete . 984 16 0 3 
ES ay dc RR paar Saber crac ARO Abarr FE REAL be Sobre Fabeotep tastes if gone waadadenocessadaguess taaaelaets evactatie 8,900 0 0 100 
quipment of gangs .. .......60. gate cada ss AR OEON UBL CEH CRCODRIR COST COO: Rada casdhetuaedandnacsnctds ace ota SHE ORNTOD ENP ALK React liocosee 810 0 0 g 
j ; : , ; £) 1,320,989 4 0| 14,843 
Head Office engineering survey, and contingencies, 18 per Cont. .....cesissseccacccnseetcceeceaeeecenseecetsessenecens Aagbariene 237,778 16 0| 2,671 
Total......., Ro ete esecs: Spe BE, Pee eae tas se. wes. &| 1,558,768 0 0 | 17,514 


Average cost per mile, £17,514, 


15 


136. The estimate of cost has gone up since 1914 for the 
same reasons as you have given in connection with the 
proposed railway from Glen Innes to Inverell, and that 
from Guyra to Inverell ?—Yes. 


137. Mr. Doe.| Why are they 80-1b, rails in this case as 
against 60-lb. rails in the case of those two other railways ? 
—This i is an extension of the Dorrigo line. It is a main 
line and is a connection between the. two main lines—the 
Northern and the North Coast. The use of those rails is 
to make the line uniform. 


138. Mr. Drwmmond.] I notice that the cost of the earth- 
works and tunnels represents a considerable proportion of 
the total cost ?— Yes. 


139. Could anything be done in the way of electric trac- 
tion which would reduce the high cost ?—{ff vou could get 
electric power that would bake a reasonable load over a 
grade of | in 30 you would be able to reduce the cost very 
much indeed. 


iVitnesses— W, Hutchinson, 7 May, and P. B. Pearson, 8 May, 1923, 


140, Have you any knowledge of electric railways in 
other parts of the world as regards that aspect of the 
question !—I have seen electric railways in other parts of the 
world, but I cannot say that I know what they were haul- 
ing. I cannot say that you would get any electric system 
that would haul over a grade of 1 in 30 as much as you 
would get with steam on a grade of 1 in 60 against the load. 

141. Have you reason to expect the same engineering 
difficulties in regard to formation as I understand you 
have experienced in conuection with the Glenreagh to 
Dorrigo formation!—No. I do not think so. In the 
case of the Glenreagh to Dorrigo line from Glenreagh to 
the top of the range the line clings to the side of the 
mountain. There is no question that that part of the for- 
mation is an old fault. We have had tremendous slips 
there. I think they are fairly over now. From the top 
of the Dorrigo into Dorrigo there is a lot of earthwork, 
but we shall never have the same difficulty in the matter 
of slips that we had in going up the range. 


TUESDAY, 


8 MAY, 


1923, 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


Wintitiam CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esq 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Parkin Benjamin Pearson, Compiler, Bureau: of Statistics, 
sworn, and examined :— 


142. Chairman. | 
before the Committee ?— Yes ; 


You have a statement to place 
it is as follows :— 


Proposep RAILway, Guyra To Dorrigo.—AGRICULTURAL, 
PASTORAL, AND DAIRYING STATISTICS. 


Holdings of 1 acre and upwards used for Agricultural and 
Pastoral Purposes. 


Area Occupied. Total AyeA 
Petar” | Season. | Holdings | Ace (own | Mowe 
Alienated. leans: ted. Grasses, 
No aeres. acres, meres acres, 
/| 1919-20 55 64,843 | 74,674 210 | 
Guyra (part) { 1920-21 56 55,707 75,799 326 
(| 1921-22 56 55,820 76,306 320 
1919-20 31 | 131,278 19,804 169 ‘ 
Armidale (part) { 1920-21 32 136 952 16,862 212 
\| 1921-22 34 | 140,368 16,276 265 : 
/| 1919-20 14 58,403 67,137 60 
Hillgrove (part) J 1920-21 14 58,364 67,308 34 
\ 1921-22 14 69,654 56,453 M18]. i468 
(| 1919-20 107 93,773 | 301,967 431 | 1,219 
Guy a 1920-21 111 93,531 | 811,449 473 | 1,343 
{| 1921-22 110 95,372 | 810,072 441 | 1,381 
(| 1919-20 17 8,684 cere 85 | 2,075 
Bellingen (part) J 1920-21 18 4,054 138 2,143 
{ 1921-22 15 3,542 650 134 | 2.124 
(| 1919-20 34 7,955 5,758 82 | 2,954 
Dorrigo (part) . 4 1920-21 35 8,480 5,758 83 3,073 
( 1921-22 36 8,710 5,758 81 | 2,856 
( 1919-20 258 | 849,936 | 469,340 | 1,037 | 6,248 
Summary ...... 4 1920-21 266 | 357,088 | 477,171 | 1,266 | 6,559 
(| 1921-22 265 373,466 465,516 1,357 6,361 


Details of Cultivation. 


Maize, | Hay. | Potatoes. = 

Police Patrol : Green| 

Districts. Season. | Food.| 5 

Area, | Yield. Bree eet, Area. | Yield. | E 
acres, | bushelsjacres} tons] acres| tons | acresjacres 

1919-20 8 84 141 | 156 51 98 Bes 10 

Guyra (part) .. n 1920-21 33 489 200 | 229 86 152 4 3 
1921-22 = 44 257 | 301 63 107 px oe 

{ 1919-20 33 645 91 95 25 70 16 4 

Armidale (part) 1920-21 40 U7 | 135.1 168 34] 121 os 3 
{ 192]-22 75 1,332 148 | 134 22 37 ae 3 

1919-20 14 330 23 31 3 9 19 1 

Ilillgrove (part) 1920-21 13 375 + 11 7 20 8 2 
1921-22 13 312 93 7 i 7 4 fi a 

1919-20 60 1,164 210) 152 IP 2 a ie 

‘Guy Fawkes f 1990-21 | 76 | 2259 | 106 | 192] 193] 712| 73] 25 
(part)... y991-92 | 100 | 2,232 | 92] 157] 147] 356 | 83] 19 

1919-20 79 2,295 an v% oe fe 6 he 

Bellingen (part) | 1920-21 | 136 | 4,140 1 1 1 
1921-22 | 131 5,010 1 4 1 1 

1919-20 63 1,848 5 27 Wie 2 

Dorrigo (part) . 4 1920-21 68 | 1,269 5 27 7 3 
: 1921-22 62 1,314 cf 4 21 12 2 
( 1919 20 | 257 6,366 365 | 434 | 285 963 92, 88 

Summary ...... 1920-21 | 366 9,309 445 | 600 | 326 |1,033 92 37 
t 1921-22 | 381 10,200 590*| 668 | 238 529 | 120 28 

Oaten Hay, 588 acres = 661 tons. Lucerne Hay, 2 acres = 7 tons. 


Live Stock at 30th June. 


Wool Production 
“4 Cattle, 3 nape yes ended 
2 Ot 
Police Patrol test: z Sheep. = June. 
Disthiets. S | Milch| All a 1a . 
= | Gows.| Other. Sheep | Greasy 
Shorn.| Wool, 
No. | No No. No. No. No. lb. 
{ 1920 577 65 | 11,010 | 39,481 14 | 25,138 200,741 
Guyra (part) .. 1921 | 574| 59 | 6,843] 27,479 | 40 | 24,505 | 152,048 
"(| i922 | 544 | 113 | 9,648 37,854 | 50 | 31,851 | 245,199 
7 1920 | 569 56 | 5,618 | 95,324 35 | 88,171 639,138 
Armidale (part) od 1921 | 362 46 | 5.389 84,082 29 | 91,138 | 597,108 
1922 548 53 | 6,032] 77,173 5 | 91,944 556,434 
1920 | 221 26 | 2,967} 45,514 8 | 40,319 325,863 
Hillgrove (part) . 4 1921 } 235 82 | 4,445] 42,553 6 | 46,177 360,071 
1922 263 33 | 4.376) 33,637 18 | 49,545 376,799 
192 |1,830 | 296 | 21,692} 18.566 293 | 17,837 355,470 
Guy Fawkes (part) 1921 |1,621 | 864 {19,623 15,297 | 338 | 14,683 105,257 
1922 | 1,661 360 | 18,262 ; 16,987 205 6,778 43,567 
19290] 77] 89 487 | Bea ee re 
Bellingen (part) . 1921 7 112 545 | Pee 86 
1922 65 64 G11 BC 327 
1920 132 267 | 1,794 vai 63 
Dorrigo (part) . ut 1921 | 128] 210! 1,710 95 
4} 1922 132 267 | 1, 687 id 94 Se 
1920 | 3,406 789 43,568 198,885 450 171,465 | 1, 321, 212 
Summary .....0..... 1921 |2'998 | 823 | 38/555 169,411 | 594 {176,498 | 1,214,484 
1922 |3,213 890 40, 616 [165, 651 789 1180,118 | 1,221, 989 


a 
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Witnesses—P. B. Pearson, 8 May, and H. W. Graeme, 17 May, 192 | 
| Holdings of 1 aczve and upwards used for agricultural and pastoral 


Dairy Production on Farms during Year ended 30th June. 


3. 


a 


purposes, 1921-22. 


Area Occupied. 
Area series based on Alienated HoWines. : Crown auda 
area of Holdings. 5 , aa bachied th 
Alienated. Allienated 
Holdings. 
Acres. No. acres. acres. 
1 to SOM ea modeeeiess 4 ; 151 3,518 
51 to NUNC RUS a neneaaaos 15 1,218 9,072 
LOMO) ) 200) Gee wrcrsecenece 27 4,375 25,812 
201 to BOO. Hatiocsateee 31 7,667 10,964 
301 to 400 aeeaete ae 32 10,904 26,197 
401 to HOOF Scormteasee 11 4,942 6,714 
501 to GOO Renton 14 7,666 12,427 
601 to TOD. cane re seeneeene 11 7,008 8,213 
701 to SOO Bee c ence 6 4,451 3,348 
COWEnnee lt OM For candageane 3 2,539 775 
GOO F000 Meme rceee es: 4 3,778 960 
IOOIStO mL OOO Mi rcresccntes 23 28,419 31,731 
Veg wa), UUD! Sg sconankopoce a 12,211 14,780 
ONO tee) SHON. sooncnaoncos 14 37,935 95,512 
3,001 tom, COO Mea: scmsertacee 6 21,108 1,506 
ZN rey SBE nconctoooso0 a: 83 12,901 21,703 
SOON) Hey WoO) ae Shocnanandc: 4 22,897 85,540 
7.50 lator 0500 Ose nranseenet 6 46,601 6,423 
Over 10,000 2cres....cscsserees | rl 136,700 67,321 
Total, Private Holdings...... 228 373,466 432,526 
Consisting of Crown Lands 
ONLY aia teet ree aengake Fo ile Seams 32,989 
Motalar cua tkiacess 265 373,466 465,515 


Ae 2A ST 


THURSDAY, 17 MAY, 1923, 


(‘The Committee met in the Council Chamber, Armidale.) 


‘ 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Caiman). 


Police Patrol District. Year, Milk. Butter Bacon. 
l 
Gals. lb. lb. 
1920 20,650 2,430 eae 
Sit) nverekire 1921 27,115 3,010 aT 

ayraslnar) / 1922 33,906 4,370 1,360 
{ 1920 17,270 4,370 1,643 
Armidale (part) ...5| 1921 23,040 T9230 600 

{| 1922 9,220 O50 “Wien wey, 
1920 13,070 3,150 200 
Hillgrove (part) 1921 LOT 25 3,675 235 
1922 8,840 2,186 736 
( 1920 106 300 15,050 11,43¢ 
Guy Fawkes (part) 1921 140,400 14,375 10,744 
1922 127,460 18,950 12,510 

| 1920 37,401 60 

Bellingen (part) 1921 57,950 200 a ercace 

| 1922 50,300 144g) ces. 
| 1920 91,785 160 

Dorrigo (part) ...... 1921 OER) |) aopecocna «|| aannoanor 

1922 107,485 yee ol sarsoesas 
1920 286,476 23,060 14,987 
DWINMALY Saeedcrnsnecs 1921 372,785 28,490 13,369 
1922 237,211 29,345 14,606 
ee 

The Hon. Joun TRAvers. | 


The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicitarEL Burke, Esq. 


Wituram Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davip Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


TIenry Weir Graeme, district surveyor, Armidale, sworn, 
and examined :— 


143. Chairman.] Have you prepared a statement in con- 
nection with the proposed railway ?—Yes, as follows :— 
“The limits of area 12 miles on each side of this line for 
a distance of about 50 miles within the Armidale Land 
Board District, embrace an area of about 640,000 acres. 
The alienated long term leased lands comprise about 
552,000 acres, about 11,000 acres consist of agricultural 
lands; about 331,000 acres of good grazing lands, and 
about 210,000 acres of medium grazing lands. There are 
about 51,000 acres of Crown lands, none of which are suit- 
able for agriculture, and very little for medium grazing; 
the greater part of the area consists of precipitous and 
rocky mountainous lands, which may occasionally and in 
good seasons be partly used as relief country for starving 
stock. There are about 24,000 acres of State forests ag a 
rule covering partly medium grazing and partly moun- 
tainous country. The areas so reserved are essentially 
most suitable and valuable for the growth of marketable 
timbers, and I do not consider it advisable to sacrifice such 
assets for settlement. The timbers are mostly hardwoods 
of blackbutt, stringybark, gum, &c. There is very little 
softwood therein, the hoop pine commencing just to the 
east of Ebor and on easterly into the Grafton Land Board 
District. There are about 13,000 acres of travelling stock 
camping, water, and other small reserves. All of these 
reserves have been recently inspected, and, where per- 
missible, areas have been excised therefrom and alienated. 
I do not expect to be able to obtain any further areas for 


settlement, as these reserves are required in the public 
interest for the respective gazetted purposes. The small 
villages of Ebor, Guy Fawkes, and Wollomombi are the 
only ones that would benefit by the construction of this 
line; and Ebor would most probably develop into an im- 
portant centre. The proposed railway line is along a main 
watershed, extending from near Guyra to within a few 
miles of Ebor; and, so far as J am aware, will present few 
difficulties in construction from an engineering point of 
view. It will pass through large areas of basalt country, 
which, on construction of this line, would be turned from 
grazing into agricultural areas; and owing to the large 
areas reserved for timber within and without the 12-mile 
limit, a considerable timber trade would then develop. The 
railways, Inverell to Guyra to Ebor, would, when con- 
structed, be largely used by stock from the western plains 
(Moree, &c.) in times of drought, as usually there is plenty 
of grass and water at the Ebor end at such times. They 
would also be used extensively for transmission of agricul- 
tural products.” 


144. Would you favourably compare the land on the 
Tenterfield-Casino route, with which you are familiar, with 
a similar area on the Guyra-Dorrigo route, from the stand- 
point of settlement, railway revenue, and so on?—I think 
it is in favour of the Guyra-Dorrigo line, because there 
is poor country closer to Tenterfield. The poor land at the 
Dorrigo end is in the precipitous country north of Ebor. 

145. How does the country 50 miles from Guyra towards 
Ebor compare, from a settlement and railway revenue 
standpoint, with the land 50 miles or so from Tenterfield 
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in the direction of Casino?—I should say that the land 
for 20 miles on the Guyra-Dorrigo line is better, and would, 
when settled, be more productive than the land for 20 miles 
out on the Tenterfield-Casino line. 

146. Mr. Drummond.] Do you know a stretch of poor 
country over the Snowy’s before Ebor is approached ?— 
Yes. That is land which we value at not more than £1 
per acre. It is medium-class grazing land. 


1464. Do you consider that on either side of that poor 
country there is good land?—I have not been up and down 
the strip of poor country which is intercepted by the road, 
but I know that the basalt country north between Ebor 
and Aberfoyle is good. 

147. What is the land like between Ebor and Wongwi- 
binda Station ?—It is good land. 

148. Mr. Cameron.] In referring to fairly good grazing 
land I suppose you have in mind land for cattle ?—Yes. 
That country is bad for sheep, and dingoes are troublesome 
out there. Sheep:farming would be out of the question 
there until the land is settled, drained, and dingo fences 
erected, 


Tbe Se eer. MM ese le tA f 
! 


——— 


“* 


Francis John White, grazier, Saumarez, near Uralla, 
x sworn and examined :— 


v 


149. Chairman.] I understand you have a statement to 
read regarding the proposed railway ?’—Yes, as follows:— 
“As far as the Armidale district is concerned, most of 
the land suitable for agriculture is at present occupied 
with the exception of areas on surrounding privately- 
owned properties, which, no doubt, would be available if 
required. Area alienated, 368,000 acres. Area of Crown 
lands oceupied, 58,000 acres. Stock.—As taken from thé 
police statistics in the Armidale district:—Horses (ap- 
proximately), 3,000; cattle, 12,000; sheep, 250,000. Carry- 
ing capacity—About one sheep to 14 acres; cattle country, 
one to 7 acres. Stock put through the Armidale sale 
yards, 1922:—Sheep, 40,000; cattle, 4,000; horses, 700. 
The bulk of these stock were from other districts, brought 
to Armidale for sale. Wool trucked from Armidale, 
Dumaresque and Exmouth, produced in the district, 10,000 
bales. Agricultural products: Area under cultivation, 
9,500 acres; area under wheat, 1,100 acres—yield, 24,000 
bushels; area under maize, 2,000 acres—yield, 48,000 
bushels; area under hay, 3,700 acres—yield, 5,000 tons; 
potatoes, 1,400 acres—yield, 5,600 tons; other grains, 500 
acres; green feeds, 250 acres; orchards, 260 acres. Popu- 
lation: Armidale and district, between 11,000 and 12,000. 
From these statistics the advantage of a line from the coast 
for the purpose of interchanging all agricultural and 
garden products, as well as supplying the fat stock market 
on the coast, is plain.” For my figures I have taken the 
police patrol district of Armidale. 

150. Do you include any country along the proposed 

route from Guyra to Dorrigo?—No, but I go within 10 or 
12 miles of Armidale. The line would create a new mar- 
ket. We should be able to exchange our farm produce 
for the tropical produce of the coast. Armidale has be- 
come a great sale centre for stock on the plains, as well 
as locally-bred stock. 

151. In what respect do you consider Armidale has a 
direct interest in a line from Guyra to Dorrigo?—We 
should be able to go to the coast with starving stock, and 
we could get produce from the coast which we cannot grow 
in New England. No doubt a port would be established 
on the North Coast for the shipping oversea of produce 
from New England and further west. Instead of having 
to send wool 360 miles to Sydney we could send it to a 
port on the North Coast in 120 or 130 miles. 

152. Would you find a market on the coast for maize ?— 
No, but the coast would find a market in the Armidale dis- 
trict for maize, which is really a subtropical product. 
153. Where do you now find a market for your produce 

including your maize?—A considerable quantity is con- 

sumed locally and the remainder is trucked to Sydney. 
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Witnesses—H. W Graeme and F. J. White, 17 May, 1923, 


154. Would you find a market for hay on the North 
Coast ?—Yes, oats and hay. 

155. Would the area under crop in the district be con- 
siderably increased if a line from Guyra to Dorrigo were 
constructed, with the completion of the Dorrigo-Glenreagh 
line’—Yes, such a railway would distribute our produce 
all along the North Coast. 

156. Does that include potatoes ?—Yes. 

157. Is this a good potato-growing district ?—Parts are 
very good, although it is not as good as Guyra. Potatoes 
from New England would find a ready market on the 
coast. The construction of the line would also enable 
people from New England and west of the Tableland to 
travel down to the coast and for the coastal people to 
travel to New England. There is a big motor traffic now 
between New England and the coastal towns. 

158. Is it a fact that because of the good climate of 
Armidale a number of high class educational institutions 
have been established here?—Yes, and they have been 
doing well here for years. We have two large boys schools, 
both Roman Catholic and Protestant, and a very large 
Church of England Girls’ School, and publie schools. 

159. Do you know anything about the country between 
Guyra and Dorrigo?—Yes, I have known men on 1,280 
acres in that country to rear big families. They went in 
for sheep. 

160. Is much of the country between Guyra and Dorrigo 
suitable for sheep-farming?’—From Guyra to within 10 
miles of Ebor to the dog-proof fence the country is good — 
for sheep-farming. With the dry seasons it seemed to have 
become sound. 

161. What is the agricultural development likely to be 
if this line is constructed?—If the land were cut into 
blocks of from 640 to 1,280 acres men could start dairying 
and grow enough corn to feed their stock in winter. It 
would be admirable dairying country if it had railway 
facilities. 

162. Mr. Cameron.] I understand that about 80,000 
acres of the original Aberfoyle holding has now been sold. 
Was that disposed of by private subdivision ?—By selec- 
tion. It was Crown Leases and was taken up by selectors. 
In those years sheep did no good and J bought them out. 

163. Do you run sheep only no Aberfoyle ’—At present. 

164. If the proposed railway were constructed, would 
you be willing to subdivide the Aberfoyle land?—We 
should be willing to hand over the place to the Crown at 
a reasonable market rate. JI have transferred all that 
country to my sons. But that would be my advice to them 
in the matter. 

165. What is the average price of land in that district ?— 
I sold land there about three years ago up to £4 odd per 
acre. It averaged about £3 10s. 

166. Is that estimated on a cattle-raising basis?—No, 
sheep. 

167. Mr. Doe.] Is any lucerne grown between Armidalo 
and Guyra?—Yes, I grow it successfully on 10 acres. I 
reploughed it the other day after about fifteen years’ use. 
There is a lucerne paddock which is advertised for sale 
adjoining the town of Armidale. Lucerne does very well 
there. Lucerne grown locally is mainly used by the 
growers. If we want to buy lucerne we have to get it from 
Tamworth or Maitland. 

168. Do you consider that if the proposed connection 
were made lucerne could be grown commercially in sufli- 
cient quantities to supply the coast?—Yes. On Tilbuster 
run, about 5 miles from Armidale, there are some very 
good lucerne patches on the creek. 

169. Mr. Drummond.]| Is not this country considered to 
be fairly sound for closer settlement 7—Yes. 

170. This district does not suffer from drought as the 
western districts do?—That is so. Our seasons are more 
regular than those of the north-west, although there will 
be some heavy losses this winter. 

171. Your rainfall is fairly consistent?—Yes, about 30 
inches a year. There are some very prosperous farmers in 
this district. 


ley Geet ' 
Vee Witt 
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Witnesses— F. J. White and V. E. Belefild, 17 May, 1923. 


172: Do you know of any men in this district who on, 
say, 200 acres, are making a good living ?—Yes. 

173. Is their land as good as that along the route of 
the proposed railway?—Yes. The agricultural land here 
is chiefly in patches. The Gospric land is about the best. 
On all the large properties there are small patches here 
and there suitable for agriculture and mixed farming. 

174. I suppose it would be more suitable for mixed 
farming ?—Yes. 


Vere Eversley Belfield, grazier, Warrane, Dumaresq, 
sworn, and examined :— 


175. Mr. Travers.| I understand you have set down in 
writing your views on the proposed railway ?—Yes, J am 
sorry I cannot give you reliable figures of the land areas. 
Mine are hearsay, and the various leagues we met did not 
seem to have them at their finger-tips, but they intend 
to do their best to get them. The first section will be 
the vicinity of Bald Hills to Dorrigo. This seems to me 
to be ideal dairying land and not in any way adapted to 
sheep. Dairy country would mean that industry, and 
growing of maize and feed for cows, pigs, &c., and I should 
think that areas of 100 to 150 acres would be a good 
living area. More than that would be too much for a man 
to manage. I understand some of the farms are 300 acres 
or more, and in that case it will be found that the owner 
will either sell portion or put a share-farmer on, thus 
doubling the output from his farm, which of course means 
doubling the population. A banker in Dorrigo told me 
he knew of a man with 100 acres making £70 per month, 
and figures after this style are possible throughout nearly 
the whole of this large area. On foodstuffs which have 
to be brought by road the freights seem to me prohibitive. 
Butchers buy a few sheep and have an additional 6s. per 
head to add to cost price for transport, which makes 
mutton very dear. Chaff worth £6 10s. in Armidale to-day, 
a man told me was buying at 15s. a bag, which runs into 
to something like £20 a ton. The freight they are now 
paying is £3 10s. to Raleigh on all goods, and as far as 
I can find out that is the cheapest they can get for any- 
thing to an outlet, and then there is additional freight to 
market without selling charges. In spite of all this they 
are cheerful and are doing well, but how much more so 
would they be with proper communications? Before I 
leave Dorrigo I must say it seems criminal that so much 
timber should be burnt. Many gum trees appear to me 
to be valuable, and if of no use in or on the ground would 
be as studs or rafters off the ground. Leaving Dorrigo we 
come into what is known as the timber belt, a very large 
area of enormous value, and on no account must this be 
burnt. We shall call this the Tyringham section, portions 
in this being like Dorrigo—ideal dairy country. I under- 
stand there is a State forest here of 100,000 acres, all 
supposedly valuable timber, but from what I hear a large 
area is included which is of no value for that, but which 
would be for dairy farms and its allied industries, and I 
would suggest the cutting out of this and taking in other 
areas for timber. This country to-day, in its present state, 
is of no value whatever for dairying, &c., but as timber 
it is worth millions. Country that will grow such a wealth 
of timber as there is on it to-day would, when cleared, 
grow other stuff to perfection. Still, I am of the opinion 
that this section must not be dairied, but should be cut 
out in sections and replanted, allowing only the good stuff 
to grow, and to do this a way must be provided to get 
it out quickly. Out of this forest we come to the Ebor 
district, an area of, I understand, about 250,000 acres, 
and which I would describe as dairy country, not so rich 
as Dorrigo, but rich, and, in addition to dairying, the 
possibility of growing potatoes there to perfection is 
enormous. J should think a living area there would be 
150 to 200 acres. The area as it is to-day is only eattle 
country, there being no facility to get produce away, and 
the freight on any goods at the cheapest rate is £3 to 
Armidale. As dairying country it is good, and on looking 


over Mr. A. Menzies’ farm we had an eye-opener. A mixed 
farm he is turning into dairy farms and sending the 
cream to Dorrigo. We saw cocksfoot grass, red clover 18 
inches high, and paspalum growing to perfection, and all 
with stock grazing on it. The climate and rainfall evi- 
dently suit the grass and clover. As for potato-growing, it 
is ideal, and the settlers grow potatoes, and good ones, too; 
should prices go high enough they: dig them, otherwise 
they do not, or they feed pigs on them. There seems to 
be no careful selection of seed. Any old thing that is a 
potato does to sow, and in a bag of dug potatoes you can 
get several varieties. With careful selection and care of 
crops this district can grow an enormous quantity of 
potatoes, in addition to producing butter. Having got as 
far as Ebor, it seems to me the possibilities for generating 
electricity in all this huge area would be large, there 
being any amount of water, with considerable fall to get 
pressure, and each district would have more than enough 
power to drive all the wheels required, within a thickly- 
populated area. Getting away from land matters in and 
around Ebor and Dorrigo, I see that as soon as the 
railway is built these places are going to be the Blue 
Mountains of the North, and not only the residents of the 
coast and inland districts will flock there for week-ends, 
but tourists from everywhere will be found. The climate 
is delightful, some of the finest scenery in the world is 
there, and trout abound in the streams, of which there 
are many. They would be within easy distance of either 
place as headquarters, but to-day are well-nigh inaccessible. 
From Ebor we went to Wongwibinda, which must be 
divided into two sections—Wongwibinda and Doughboys. 
Wongwibinda I would call sheep country only, and although 
good crops of hay and corn are grown, I doubt if there 
would be much of an exportable surplus, so that we must 
look upon this as a wool district. The Doughboys, a fairly 
large area, would be suitable for agriculture or mixed 
farming, and this is the first section where hay could be 
grown and stacked with safety. This is basalt country, 
against Wongwibinda being of a granite nature. <A living 
area on Wingwibinda would be about 1,280 acres, and on 
Doughboys 200 to 800. Going west we come to Aberfoyle, 
which also must be divided into two sections: Tableland 
and Aberfoyle. The same remarks apply to Aberfoyle as 
to Wongwibinda, except that the soil is more basalt and 
a living area would be 640 to 1,280 acres. The Tableland 
would be the same as Doughboys, and a living area the 
same also. JI must admit that my remarks about the 
Tableland are from what I gathered from the residents: 
I did not see it. From here we go to Guyra, through Bald 
Blair, and pass through some very fine farming country, 
some of which I understand is share-farmed by the owner, 
thus putting the land to its best use. All through thia 
section a good living area would be 100 to 1,000 acres, 
according to the class of land. The proposed line runs 
through improved country, so that a new man placed on~ 
it would find from the start, to his great advantage, that, 
although he would have to pay for it, it would be available 
at its carrying capacity, which would be, in the sheep 
country, about one sheep to 14 acres. There is also the 
military aspect of the line. This to me seems overwielm- 
ingly in favour of the Guyra-Dorrigo connections against 
any other, and I certainly think it should be put before 
our military representatives to make the most of, and it 
should carry a lot of weight with the Government. It 
seems to me that this line must pay from the day it is 
opened; the huge quantities of timber that the country 
wants are there waiting to be felled, and the interchange 
of products and traffic in surplus potatoes for the cities, 
as well as other traffic, must make the railway, only a short 
one, a payable proposition. 

176. For how far on each side of the proposed line did 
you inspect the country?—We practically followed the 
road. We did not go far out into the country. 

177. It was suggested to the Committee, when taking 
evidence in Grafton, that it would be advisable to deviate 
the proposed line at some point between Ebor and Deer- 
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yale in the direction of Tyringham, and then back in the 
direction of Dorrigo’—Yes, I cannot say that I know that 
country well, but I believe the easiest grade would be found 
via Déervale and not through Tyringham. 

178. The line as surveyed goes a good way from Tyring- 
ham?—From 7 to 10 miles. If a line were constructed 
from Guyra to Dorrigo there would be a big traffic in 
timber, and in potatoes, which could be grown in thousands 
of tons at Ebor. 

179. Guyra is good potato-growing country ’—Yes, but 
the Ebor country is better. 

180. What interchange of traftic would be likely to take 
place between the Tableland and the coast if a line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo were built?—There would be a big 
trafic in chaff, which they cannot grow on the coast. They 
can grow hay crops, but they cannot make hay. 

181. Do you consider that a line from Guyra to Dorrigo 
would be the best link in a line from the tableland to the 
coast?—I do. Construction would be easy, because there 
are no rivers to cross and the line would avoid the hills. 
When ‘the line from Dorrigo to Glenreagh is completed the 
grade would be easy from there on. 

182. Have you in mind the construction of a deep-sea 
port on the North Coast?—Yes, I would like to see it. 

183. The expert committee which has travelled over the 
country to be served by a line from Tenterfield to Casino 
and from Guyra to Dorrigo believes that the best point 
of connection between: the tableland and the coast would 
be at Wallar, on the main line, to Mount George on the 
North Coast line, having in mind Port Stephens being 
made an over-sea port ?—Yes. 

184. Mr. Doe.] What is the nature of the country where 
clover is grown?—It¢ is a dark-red soil, some of which is 
porous. It will grow a beautiful crop of hay, but you 
cannot harvest it because the seasons are against you. 

185. Is the clover used for green pasturage?—Yes. 

186. Mr. Drummond.} Have the settlers prospered on the 
Gostwyck subdivision land ?—Yes. 

187. Would you say there is much land along the pro- 
posed route as suitable for closer settlement as the Gos- 
twyck land?—Yes, there are two such areas west of Ebor. 

188. How far from Guyra would you say the good agri- 
cultural ground is found?—About 20 miles. 

189. What percentage of land between Guyra and Ebor 
is suitable for closer ‘settlement ?—Practically the whole 
of it. 

190. What proportion is suitable for mixed farming ?— 
The whole of it, except 8 or 10 miles of country on the 
east side. That is a strip of land extending over the 
Snowys. 

191. Would you class the land from Ebor to Dorrigo of 
average higher quality than that between Ebor and Guyra? 
—It is a different class of soil. 

192. Could much of the land between Dorrigo and Ebor 
-be subdivided into small areas?—Yes, in blocks of from 
100 to 200 acres. 

193. Are the settlers in the tableland district generally 
in a fairly satisfactory condition ?—Yes. 

194. If the proposed railway were constructed could the 
same suecess be expected along the line as has been ex- 
perienced in the surrounding district +—~Yes, I think many 
of the new settlers would have a better chance, because 
with the exception of the purely sheep country the land 
is so good. 

195. Is there a large tourist traffic from the tableland to 
the coast ?—There is not a great deal, because the difficulty 
is in getting through, especialy in wet weather. The car 
service runs regularly. 

196. If the railway were constructed would there be a 
tourist traffic from the coast to the tableland and vice 
versa?—lI think there would be. 

197. Mr. Burke.] What are the settlers doing at Ebor? 
—Merely rearing a few cattle. Odd ones are doing a little 
dairying. They send their cream to Dorrigo. This year 
they have a wonderful crop of potatoes which they are 
sending both this way and the other way. 
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198. How far is Ebor from Dorrigo?—About 40 miles 
by the road. At Ebor I saw some of the finest potatoes I 
have seen this year. 

199. Of the proposed railways from Glen Innes to In- 
verell, Guyra to Inverell, and Guyra to Dorrigo, which is 
the most important?—I should say Guyra to Dorrigo, and 
then the line from Guyra to Inverell. 


John Samuel Crapp, grazier, Woodstock, Armidale, sworn 
and examined :— 


200. Mr. Burke.] Will you give the Committee your 
views on the proposed railway ?—I was asked to giye evi- 
dence regarding starving stock and their transport to pas- 
ture. I reside on the western slope of the tableland at the 
intersection of two main stock routes leading in from the 
western district. From 1917 to 1919 pretty well the whole 
of the large stock from our district and the Bundarra dis- 
trict came through this way on their way to the coastal 
areas. There would be several thousand head of stock. 
Some of the bigger stations sent the whole of their stock 
away. If the proposed railway were constructed we should 
be able to dispose of our fat sheep to better advantage. 
A large population on the North Coast wants our fat 
sheep, but in order to get them they have to be sent from 
the tableland district to Sydney or Neweastle and then 
shipped to the North Coast. The construction of the line 
would also make easier the transport of wool. From 
Uralla was trucked last year 10,256 bales. If we had rail- 
way connection with the coast cur position would be very 
much better. | 

201, Of what particular areas do you speak ?—Reaching 
back to Bundarra and on towards Barraba on the western 
slopes. 

202. How do you dispose of your starving stock at pre- 
sent’—If agistment on the coast is assured stock have to 
be travelled by road, which stock-owners will not do unless 
they are compelled. If you meet a motor-car when going 
down over the ranges with stock your position is a pre- 
carious one. It is a common thing to loose stock on the 
way. They often go over the cuttings as the roads are so 
narrow and dangerous. Those stock come from Moree and 
the north-west. I have known stock come 700 or 1,000 
miles from the north-west of Queensland for agistment. 

203. How are fat stock sent to the coast?—It is a rare 
thing for them to go from here. 

204. How many miles a day could sheep be driven in this 
country ?—Three miles would be a fair thing for weak 
sheep. The average distance is about 6 miles. Fat sheep 
would do about 10 miles. I am connected with the Gra- 
ziers’ Association of New South Wales, and I know that 
the Guyra route is the one generally favoured. We want 
a line from Guyra to Inverell and from Guyra to Dorrigo 
to connect with the coastal towns. 

205. Do you consider that the key to the whole position. 
is the Guyra-Dorrigo railway ?—From my knowledge of the 
State I have no hesitation in saying that that is so. 

206. What percentage of starving stock would be saved 
if the line were constructed ?—From 1917 to 1919 starving 
stock were sent over. One man sent 1,100 head of cattle 
to the Kempsey district and lost 50 per cent. If they could 
have been transported by rail the loss would have been 
not more than 10 per cent. A neighbour of mine lost 300 
head. 

207. Mr Doe.| If wool went from the tableland to the 
seaboard by rail where would it then go?—If a deep-sea 
port were established on the North Coast a percentage of 
our wool would be shipped there. Buyers are coming into 
the New England district where they buy wool in the shed 
and ship it directly overseas. The scheme is in its infancy, 
but jt will be availed of by men in the future; ‘and if 
buyers can find a deep-sea port 120 or 130 miles away 
they will ship there instead of at a port 300 odd miles 
E , as at present. 

508. What port have you in mind?—Coff’s Harbour. 
Port Stephens has been mentioned, but that idea is 


344 


Witnesses—J. S. Crapp and R. J. Mulligan, 17 May, 1923, 


ridiculous, as we might just as well send our wool to New- 
castle as to Port Stephens. Last year I had an offer for 
our clip in the shed, and had I had a free hand I would 
have accepted it; by selling at auction in Sydney we lost 
£300. 

209. How often in late years has it been necessary to 
send stock to the coast?—In 1917, 1919, and this year. 
There are a number of people who would send stock to the 
coast if they could get them there. 

210. Mr. Drummond.| How does the New England fleece 
stand in the world’s market ?—Within a radius of 25 miles 
of Armidale we grow the finest wool in the world. 

211. Is it reasonable to assume that if the proposed rail- 
way were constructed the western wool would go to market 
by way of the North Coast ?—Yes, if there were a deep-sea 
port on the North Coast. 

212. If the coastal towns were linked up by railway with 
the tableland and the west, do you think that a killing 
centre would be established on the coast?—It is such a 
big question that I do not care to prophesy. If the trade 
is increased overseas and with the East, then killing works 
may be opened up along the coast, but I think not yet. 

- 213. Do you consider the fact that stock travelling from 
the north-west to the coast by rail through a cool country 
would have a bearing on the establishment of a killing 
centre on the North Coast ?—Yes, if the consignee of stock 
could send his stock over a cool route he would do so. 
The average loss from this district to Sydney is about 4 lb. 
a sheep. 

214. Would the tourist traffic between the coast and the 
tablelands be largely increased if there were railway 
facilities between the tableland and the coast?—-Yes. At 
present there are a large number who travel by car from 
Armidale and other towns on the tableland to the North 
Coast, but it is a fairly expensive trip. That would be 
only a small item compared with the traffic that would take 
place if the north-western country were linked up by rail 
with Guyra. It would give people as far as the Queens- 
land border an opportunity to travel direct to the seaboard, 
and there would be a big traffic from the coast to the table- 
land. It is impossible to measure at present the extent of 
that traffic. People as far out as Walgett are waiting for 
this connecting link with the coast. The construction of 
the line will mean increased production. 

215. Mr. Mahony.] Do you consider that a line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo is the best connection between the table- 
lands and the coastal districts/—Mr. McKay, of Uralla, 
who knows every inch of the land, says that it is absolutely 
the best line for the whole of the northern districts. With 
the line from Moree to Inverell and from Moree to Mun- 
gindi, a line from Guyra to Dorrigo would serve a large 
pertion of the State and afford facilities for the people to 
get to the coast at reasonable cost. 

216. Would not such railway facilities take traffic from 
the established railways?—Yes, to a certain extent, but 
there would be increased traffic. The State would be better 
off by the construction of the line. 

217. According to the expert evidence the land along the 
line is mostly pastoral. Do you consider much settlement 
will take place?—Yes. Very often you have officials send- 
jing in an official report who are not cognisant with the 


20 


details. The official may term the land a grazing proposi- 
tion, but there may be possibilities that are not patent to 
him. 

218. Mz. Doe.] The cost of the proposed railway is esti- 
mated at £1,558,768, the interest on which at 54 per cent. 
is £85,732 per annum. If the Railway Commissioners ran 
one train per day over the line the cost would be £26,500 
a year, and the estimated annual revenue is £13,000. Can 
you show the Committee if those figures are wrong?’—lIt 
would be a big task for me to undertake, but, speaking on 
behalf of the people in the north of New South Wales, 
J can only say that they would be prepared to foot the bill 
to that extent, and I think they would be satisfied to have 
the line constructed, even though it showed such a loss. 

219. Are the people interested prepared to do in regard 
to the proposed line what the people of Sydney and suburbs 
are doing in connection with the building of the North 
Shore bridge—that is to pay one-third of the cost?—Per- 
sonally I believe you would find a big percentage of the 
landholders prepared to do so. 

220. Would they submit to the betterment principle?— 
Yes, I think so. Next week I am attending a conference 
of the graziers of New South Wales, and I ean solicit 
an opinion from them in order to guide the Committee 
I should be only too willing to do so. They are keenly 
interested in this matter. 
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Robert John Mulligan, grazier, Cooney Creek, Armidale, 
sworn and examined :— 


221. Mr. Camervon.] Have you a large experience of stock 
in the district?—Yes. It is almost impossible to travel 
sheep from the tableland down the mountains to the coast. 
About six months ago a great number of starving cattle 
would have been trucked from this district to the coast 
if we had had a direct line. There would be considerable 
traffic in both cattle and sheep to the coast if a railway 
from Guyra or from Armidale were constructed. There 
is grass on the coast which is going to waste in many 
places because we cannot reach it with our stock. The 
roads are so narrow that there is barely room for one car 
to pass another. There is no room for stock to pass. It 
would be a great help to the people on the land to have 
direct railway communication with the coast. It is the 
saving of the stock that matters most. There is a lot of 
good farming land on both sides of the proposed line be- 
tween here and Dorrigo. At Guy Faux there is some very 
good land suitable for potato-growing and dairying. It is 
abundantly watered, and is very seldom short of grass. 
The Guyra country is well watered and would carry a 
much larger population if there were facilities for getting 
produce away. 

222. Do you say that the land between Guyra and Dor- 
rigo is suitable for closer settlement?—Yes, for mixed 
farming. 

223. What size holdings?—Not too small for mixed 
farming, as carriage to market is considerable. I should 
say from 640 to 1,280 acres would be sufficient. It is not 
advisable to put people on too small areas. At Guy Fawkes 
from 300 to 1,200 acres would provide a living area. 
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FRIDAY, 18 MAY, 1923, 


(The Committee met in the Council Chambers, Armidale.) 


firesent: — 
The IIon. W. T. DICK (Crammay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuarn Burke, Esq 


Winuiam Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo, 


Frederick Lamb, store manager, Armidale, sworn and 
examined :— 


224. Chaiiman.] Have you prepared a statement regard- 
ing the proposed railway ?—Yes, as follows:—“ Consider- 
able quantities of agricultural produce are sent from here 
to the far and near North Coast, but, owing to lack of 
direct communication, it has to be carted by teams direct, 
or by rail to Sydney, thence by boat, say, to Grafton; in 
the latter case a distance of 700 miles, as against 120 to 
130. The carriage by teams from Ebor, or Hernani, on 
potatoes to Grafton is £4 per ton. The same distance by 
rail, 8s. 10d. per ton. Practically the whole of the seed 
potatoes used on the North Coast must come from the 
tablelands, or another cool climate. Their seed will not 
keep over the hot months. Seed is consigned from the 
Northern Tablelands to Sydney, thence by boat to the far 
Northern Rivers. Imagine the cost. Up as far as Kemp- 
sey we consign them by rail, via Maitland, a distance of 
430 miles. From Guyra to Kempsey is about 160 miles. 
Cartage on chaff from Armidale, say, to Dorrtgo, is £6 per 
ton. We sent the same distance, say, 80 miles, by rail 
10s. 10d. per ton. Cartage on butter and pig products, 
Dorrigo to Armidale, is £10 per ton. We get it the same 
distance by rail, £1 9s. 2d. per ton. On timber cartage 
from Tyringham to Armidale (about our nearest timber) 
is 14s. to 20s. per 100 feet. It is carried the same distance 
by rail for 2s. to 3s. 6d. per 100 feet. It costs 6s. per head 
to send fat sheep from Sydney to Dorrigo. The North 
Coast markets could be supplied from New England at 
an average cost of 2s. per head. Good markets could be 
opened up on the coast for our cold climate fruits, cherries, 
for example, and vice versa. We could take considerable 
quantities of their semi-tropical fruits—bananas, pines, 
passion fruit, &c. Seventy thousand tons of potatoes are 
imported into New South Wales every year. A line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo would open up sufficient of the very best 
potato land to reduce that by one-half. It would also 
enable people of the tableland and north-west to get to 
the beautiful North Coast beaches in a few hours, and at 
frequent intervals, thus making life in the backblocks more 
bearable. We send seed potatoes to the North Coast, which 
at present have to go 700 miles by rail.” 

225. Is not the Grafton valley a potato-growing district? 
—Yes, but their crop of potatoes comes in about the middle 
of November, and would have to be removed by the middle 
of January. 

226. When do the tableland potatoes go to market ?—In 
quantities about the end of January. I believe Ebor would 
with the construction of the railway become a bigger 
potato-producing district than Guyra. 

227. Would you expect a continuous traffic from year 
to year ?—Yes. 

228. According to the official evidence give: before the 
Committee the interest on the cost of the proposed line 
would amount to £85,732 per annum, and, adding to that 
the cost of the daily train service, the total annual expen- 
diture on the line would be £112,232. Can you tell the 
Committee what class of traffic the line would get to make 
up that large sum?—There would be traffic in fodder, 
potatoes, fruit, and tourists. The last-named would be a 
big item, because the railway would bring people within a 
few hours of 1‘%e coast. Hundreds of people leave this 


district by car for the North Coast. There would also be 
a big timber traffic from the coastal district to the table- 
land and the north-west, where timber is badly wanted. 
Timber from Tyringham is being sent across to Orange. 
There is a big demand for timber. 

229. Has there been a recent increase in the number of 
buildings erected in the city of Armidale?—Yes; in the 
last two years our buildings have run into £130,000 or 
£140,000. A new High School and a new Roman Catholic 
Girls’ School have been built. The buildings in the city 
are mostly brick, but cartage on bricks to the country is 
too costly. 

230. Has the railway league given consideration to the 
construction of a port on the North Coast for the shipment 
overseas of goods from the'tableland and the north-west ?— 
Yes. I believe Coff’s Harbour is our objective. In my 
opinion, a very big trade can be opened up between the 
North Coast and the New England tableland, apart from 
the question of an overseas port. 

231. Mr. Travers.] Do you look upon the construction 
of a railway from Guyra to Dorrigo as offering advantages 
to the coast and tableland?—Yes. 

232. What is the country suitable for between Guyra and 
Aberfoyle 10 miles on either side of the route of the 
proposed railway ?—Mixed farming and dairying. 

233. Is there much good country on either side of the 
line ?2—-Yes, there is a considerable amount of good country 
between Guyra and Aberfoyle, but there is not much 
settlement there now within 10 miles of the route. 

234. Mr. Doe.] Do you consider that a railway between 
Guyra and Dorrigo would afford a better return than 
£13,000 per annum, which is the estimated revenue?—l 
think that is a very conservative estimate. It is ridicu- 
lously low. _I am sure there would be a much bigger 
revenue. 

235. Mr. Drummond.] If the proposed line were con- 
structed, do you think there is a considerable outlet for 
oats, potatoes, and so on?’—Yes. 

236. Although there are dairies on the tableland, cream 
and butter is not manufactured there to meet local needs ¢ 
—That is so. At one time one of the co-operative com- 
panies were getting over 1,000 cases a month from Dorrigo. 
I feel sure that the proposed line would eventually become 
& paying one. 

237. Mr. Burke.| Is Ebor the best potato-growing dis- 
trict in this part of the State?—Yes, I think it will 
eventually outdo Guyra. At present there are only a few 
hundred acres under potatoes at Ebor. 

238. Would the potato industry largely affect the revenue 
of the railway ’—Yes. There would be a market for them 
on the North Coast and in the north-west. 

239. Is the potato grown in this part of the State equal 
to the best Tasmanian’and Victorian potato?—The Ebor 
potatoes are. I do not say that they are equal to the best 
class of Tasmanian potatoes as they are marketed at 
present, because the Ebor farmers are not yet expert in 
potato-growing. Their seed is mixed up and they grow 
different varieties, but their quality is equal to the best. 

240. Have you compared potatoes grown in this dictrict 
with those grown in the Crookwell district?—Yes. I 
think we can grow a better class of potato. ix 
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241. Mr. Cameron.] What is the governing factor in 
arriving at the price of potatoes?—The law of supply 
and demand. At present there is a big shortage of potatoes 
in New South Wales, and the market is practically 
governed by Tasmanian growers, who have us by the throat 
this year. This week potatoes are worth £14 per ton in 
Sydney because we have a very poor crop. If we had the 
railway we could get our potatoes to the North Coast. 
North Coast potatoes will not keep owing to the heat. As 
soon as they are ready they are put on the Sydney market, 
and by the end of January they are pretty well cleaned 
out. With the railway, instead of sending to Sydney 400 
miles, we could market potatoes on the North Coast in 
150 miles. If we grew more potatoes we should not be 
dependant on Tasmania and Victoria for them, and they 
would be unable to control the market as they do now. 
The fact that we have to import so many potatoes shows 
that enough are not grown in this State. 


David William Oliver, stock and station agent, Armidale, 
sworn, and examined :— 


242. Mr. Doe.| Which proposed railway do you support ? 
—I am in favour of the Dorrigo to Guyra line, because I 
believe it is the most central. Before coming to Armidale, 
seyen years ago, I was associated with the P.F.A. in 
Sydney. For five years I attended the Homebush fat-stock 
sales, it being part of my duty to attend to orders for fat 
sheep for the coastal districts. In those days sheep which 
were sent to the North Coast had sometimes to travel 500 
miles by rail and then be shipped by steamer to the coastal 
butchers. If there were a railway from Guyra to the North 
Coast large numbers of fat stock would be conveyed from 
the north-western district to the coastal towns. A market 
for fat sheep would be opened up on the coast, which would 
considerably benefit the railway. 

243. What does it cost to get a sheep across from this 
district to the North Coast ?—By road 30s. a day for drov- 
ing a large number. 

244. What sized mobs go across?—A man in a big way 
might send 300 or 400 over at a time. 

245. It has been stated that it costs up to 6s. per head ?— 
f suppose that is correct, although it depends on where 
they have to go to. 

246. What is the wastage on sheep which travel 500 
miles by train and which are then shipped to the North 
Coast?’—From 5 to 6 lb., and there are always a certain 
number of deaths. You can only ship cross-breds from 
Flemington to the North Coast. The merino will not stand 
the journey. 

247. T- understand that the quality of the meat is de- 
teriorated by the long journey to Sydney and then up the 
North Coast 2—Yes, it is. 

248. What is the land like between Dorrigo and Guyra ? 
—There is some splendid mixed farming country about 
Ebor, and the railway would cause a lot of new settlement 
to take place. 

249. Chairman.| When you operated for the P.F.A., 
what number of stock would your company annually con- 
sigu to the North Coast ?—Frequently we sent over four or 
five consignments each week. 

250. Mr.. Drummond.} Is the New England district a 
sheep-fattening one?—No, it is not generally recognised 
as such. 

251. Sheep for the North Coast would come from where ? 
—The north-western districts. 

252. Would there be a regular traffic in sheep as against 
buying in the Maitland market?—If there were a weekly 
market on the coast there would be a regular traffic in fat 
sheep from the north-west. Sheep would go there in 
preference to Homebush, as they would not have to be 
trucked so far. 

253. Would the market. be any better ?—I think it would. 
I know of people who send to the Maitland market in 
preference to the Homebush market because they get better 
prices there. a a’ 
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254. Are you acquainted with stock from the Guyra- 
Dorrigo country ?—The only stock we get from the coast 
are store cattle, and that is only when prices are good 
here. 

255. What do you get on the eastern fall?—Principally 
cattle. 

256. If the proposed railway were constructed is there 
a possibility of the establishment of meat-killing works at 
the terminus?—It depends entirely upon the trade with 
the East. The North Coast would be an admirable place 
for such a business. The nearest place of the kind I know 
of is the Byron Bay canning works. 

257. Have you any experience in the movement of stock 
from the western district towards the coast in drought 
time?—Yes, very large numbers of store stock travel 
through this district to the coast in drought. 

258. Do stock from the north-west travel across country 
to the coastal districts?—They are mostly trucked via 
Armidale and Guyra. , 

259. Would they go by train if a railway were con”. 
structed from Inverell to the main line?—Yes. 

260. Which in your opinion is the better proposal—a 
line from Glen Innes to Inverell or one from Guyra to 
Inverell ?—That from Guyra to Inverell. 


Harold Havinden Cordingley, Grazier, Uralla, 


sworn, and examined :— 


Mihi, 


261. Chairman.] Have you a statement to make in 
connection with the proposed railway ?’—Yes, as follows: 
I have no personal knowledge of the route, but I regard 
the railway as a most essential work, for it is one link 
connecting the north-western, northern, and tableland 
pastoral areas with the coast, and if there were a direct 
railway from these pastoral areas to a deep-water port 
there would be a possibility of the meat export trade being 
placed on a satisfactory footing in northern New South 
Wales. This is not possible with only the railway to 
Sydney, because the distances are too great for stock to 
reach Sydney in satisfactory condition. Also the works 
in Sydney are not on deep water, and it is a matter of 
extreme difficulty to handle meat even fairly well from 
Homebush to the ship’s side, and it can never be a prac- 
tical and economical success to so handle meat in a chilled 
or frozen state in Sydney. Rabbit Export Trade.—The 
rabbit export trade could also be satisfactorily developed 
through a port on the North Coast, whereas it is almost 
impossible now owing to the long distances to Sydney and 
the extra handling in the city of Sydney. The distances 
are: Mungindi to Sydney, 490 miles; Moree to Sydney, 
413 miles; Inverell to Sydney, 509 miles; Wallangarra to 
Sydney, 492 miles; Narrabri to Sydney, 353 miles. The 
distances to Coff’s Harbour would be: Mungindi to Moree, 
77 miles; Moree to Inverell, 96 miles; Inverell to Guyra, 
50 miles; Guyra to Coff’s Harbour, 100 miles; Mungindi 
to Coffs Harbour, about 323 miles; Wallangarra to Goff’s 
Harbour, about 256 miles; Narrabri to Coff’s Harbour (by 
Moree), about 356 miles. I understand that Coff’s Harbour 
is now being developed as a deep-sea port. Meat Canning. 
—In 1866 the Ramornie Meat Works, on the QOlarence 
River, started work, and has continued to the present day, 
but has always been greatly hampered by lack of rail 
communication with the tablelands and west. In 1878 
they purchased 50,000 sheep in Southern Queensland in 
an attempt to export mutton, but the sheep were unable to 
reach the works, and this work was never again attempted. 
In years past they treated cattle from as far west as 
Midkin, in New South Wales, and from Southern Queens- 
land, but it was only possible to take cattle to the works 
from such distances in very good seasons. To-day it is 
impossible to travel stock even short distance owing to 
the curtailment and leasing of the stock routes, and so 
the export trade in northern New South Wales is practi- 
cally dead. Consequent upon these conditions, the 
Ramornie Meat Works were unable to keep their skilled 
men, the result being that they left northern New South 


23 


Wales. The proprietors of the Ramornie works in 1890 
became interested in the North Queensland Meat Export 
Company Ltd., in order to secure supplies for their 
English business, and were thus forced to foster the trade 
in Queensland, being unable to do their work in New 
South Wales. Fat Stock—The Railway in its completed 
state from Coff’s Harbour to the north and north-west 
would provide markets for fat sheep on the North Coast 
always. Wheat.—It would also enable wheat and other 
produce to be railed to the coast or to a manufacturing 
area at a reasonable cost both to the producer and the 
railway people. Such manufacturing areas will arise con- 
sequent upon the development of hydro-electricity, and it 
would be good business to ship wheat as flour and retain 
the mill offals for stock food: Drought—The railway 
would be of great benefit in time of drought, as it would 
enable stock and fodder to be railed between areas which 
are often in a very different state as regards feed. There 
are often good supplies of fodder on the North Coast when 
conditions are different inland, and vice versa. Other 
Manufactures.—Packing-cases for fruit, butter, and the 
meat and rabbit trades would be a product of the pine 
and other coast scrub timbers, which are not obtainable 
anywhere west of the main range, and the trades men- 
tioned must have such packages. 

262. Mr Cameron.] Would you say that it was lack of 
facilities which has caused the export trade to occupy the 
position it is in to-day?—The northern and north-western 
parts of New South Wales have been in a bad condition for 
many years owing to lack of communication. 

263. Do you consider that if the railway were con- 
structed the trading conditions would improve ?—Yes. 

264. Which of the two routes before the Committee, as 
between Guyra to Inverell and Glen Innes to Inverell, do 
you favour’—That from Inverell to Dorrigo, via Guyra, 
because it is the most central in this part of the country, 
and it would mean less competition with lines running 
to Brisbane. 

265. Mr. Doe.] What are the sheep in this district ?— 
Largely merinos. 

266. Do you consider that the carrying out of the pro- 
posed hydro-electric scheme would cause millers to go from 
the town where they are established to some other place 
to which wheat would have to be transported ?--I think the 
construction of silos in White Bay is evidence that there 
is room for expansion in the milling trade. 

267. Mr. Drummond.| The question was raised yesterday 
by Mr. Crapp regarding a selling centre on the North 
Coast for wool. As a wool-grower what are your views on 
that?—I do not think that is likely to take place in the 
near future, seeing that in Queensland there is only one 
selling centre, and a movement to have a selling centre 
established at Rockhampton has not been successful. 

268. Mr. Mahony.] You support the proposed railway, 
having in mind connection with a deep-sea port on the 
North Coast?—Yes, connection with the north-west and 
the tableland. ji 

269. Do you know that at Neweastle the rails go right 
to the wharves and that merchandise is transhipped 
directly from the rails to the ship ?—Yes. 

270. Regarding the chilled meat industry, do you sug- 
gest any point on the North Coast where facilities should 
be provided to carry on this trade?—I have in mind Coff’s 
Harbour. 


George Frederick Nott, timber merchant, Armidale, sworn 
and examined :— 


271. Mr. Mahony.| You have a long experience of the 
timber industry in this district?—Yes, and I am fairly 
well acquainted with the timber industry between Dorrigo 
aud Ebor. The proposed railway would open up an 
enormous timber industry. I have a mill at Cedar Log, 
and am paying £1 per 100 super feet to have timber carted 
to Armidale, and 14s. per 100 super feet for pine. I 
have mills in Queensland at the head of the Condamine, 
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and I truck from Killarney. That timber costs me 4s. 6d. 
per 100 super feet to land here, as against 14s. and £1 for 
the other timber from my mill only 60 miles away. I 
cannot supply all orders for timber even at that price. 
Timber is coming to Armidale from America, and timber 
has been trucked from Newcastle to Queensland. Feed 
has gone up in price and freights will rise, yet at £1 per 
100 feet I cannot supply all orders. If we have the railway 
it would cost me only about 2s 6d. per 100 super feet. 
There are millions of feet of tallow wood at Tyringham 
and on Cloud’s Creek. I am carting tallow wood logs from 
4 miles on the other side of Ebor to Armidale. There is 
an enormous quantity of timber on the other side of Her- 
nani. There are millions of feet of hoop pine 3 or 4 miles 
from Cloud’s Creek mill which we cannot get out because 
it is in a gorge. There is from 4,000,000 to 7,000,000 feet 
of timber in one patch, including blackbutt, stringy 
bark, blue gum, and blood gum. Millions of feet of 
timber are being destroyed in the district because it can- 
not be got to market. JI have seen logs felled 50 and 60 
feet to the first limb. I asked why the timber was de- 
stroyed and was told that it was too expensive to get it to — 
Grafton. If this line were built the timber industry for 
years would be enormous. Tallow wood, pine, sassafras, 
brown beech, and other kinds can be obtained there, and 
a great deal of young timber is comitig on. If properly 
looked after the forests there would provide timber for the 
next fifty years. That is east of Ebor and around Tyring- 
ham. I am supplying Tamworth with a good deal of the 
timber required there, as there is no hardwood available 
at Tamworth. Timber from the forests of which I speak 
could be supplied to places as far down as Singleton. 
There is no hardwood at Inverell. The timber industry 
would largely increase the railway revenue. 

272. Would you use the railway extensively for the 
transport of timber ¢#—Yes. 

273. What quantity of timber would you transport per 
annum?—tI could sell 1,000,000 feet a year, but probably 
10,000,000 feet a year would be sent to the west. The 
traffic there would be enormous. If we could get local 
timber in by rail the Oregon would be cut out. If we 
could get tallow wood by rail for 3s. per 100 super feet 
instead of £1, imported timber would be largely cut out. 
T can bring Oregon here for 48. per 100, yet I am paying 
£1 per 100 to carry timber 70 miles by team. 

274. What is your opinion of the suggestion to deviate 
the line from Dorrigo through Tyringham to Ebor ?—From 
the timber point of view I would say, yes. 

75. For agricultural purposes, too?—I am not so con- 
versant with the land from an agricultural standpoint, 
although I have seen paspalum growing there. Timber is 
coming from Bollivia via Werris Creek to Inverell. Cypress 
pine is the only timber to be had around Inverell. 

276. Mr. Travers.| What is the value of 100 super feet 
of local pine at Armidale?—I get 34s. per 100 for 4-inch 
pine lining, and 50s. for 1-inch flooring, dressed. Most 
of that comes from Queensland, and I am supplying it at 
that price to Tamworth. There is almost any quantity 
of it on the route of the proposed lite. I am supplying 
timber from Queensland, because I cannot get enough of 
it here. 

277. How does that price compare with the price of 
Oregon ?—Oregon lining is not uéed. I am getting 35s. per 
100 for loeal hardwood for general purposes. 

278. What is the price of Oregon?—About 35s. to New- 
castle. Oregon is so much lighter. The price is about 
39s. landed here. The cost of labour in working Oregon 
would be much less. 

279. Does any large quantity of Oregon find its way 
here?—Yes, it was used in building the Government school, 
and cost 50s. per 100. 

280. If the railway were constructed at what price could 
you sell local pine?—From 3s, 6d. to 3s. 9d., and hardwood 
would cost from 3s. to 4s. to land instead of £1. 
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281. For general purposes Oregon is always selected ?— 
There is no place on which you use Oregon on which you 
cannot use hardwood. Tallow wood has double the strength 
of Oregon. 

282. Oregon is dearer than hardwood?’—Yes, but it is 
easier to use and to handle. 

283. Mr. Drummond.| Can you tell us the number of 
teams hauling timber to Armidale?—I have had as many 
as twenty-four and twenty-eight. 

284. What is a fair average load for one of those teams? 
—About 3,060 feet of hardwood. They take chaff back to 
the Dorrigo. Three thousand feet would represent about 
10 tons. 

285. Are you acquainted with the area marked red on the 
map ’—Yes, north of that area there are some millions of 
feet of timber. 

286. Is there a large quantity of good milling timber on 
that privately-owned land?—Millions of feet have been 
burnt off. Thousands of pounds worth of timber is being 
wasted there. One farmer has burnt £10,000 worth of 
timber. Land there which was sold at 25s. per acre had 
on it timber worth £100 per acre. There is ring-barked 
timber there now, 100 feet to the first limb, worth £3 per 
tree. 


Alfred Purkiss, newspaper proprietor, Armidale, sworn and 
examined ;— 

287. Chairman.] I understand you wish to give evidence 
from the tourist traffic point of view?—Yes. The tourist 
trafic to Ebor and the coast would be greatly increased 
by the advent of railway communication. At present ser- 
vice cars run to Dorrigo twice weekly, with many addi- 
tional cars. Jo Kempsey three motor services are running, 
but the cost of transit for the average person is too ex- 
pensive compared with railway communication. ‘The 
scenery in the Guy Fawkes and Ebor districts is excellent, 
and these places are easy of access. They are little known 
to the average New Englander owing to the cost of getting 
there. The view from Point Lookout is one of the finest in 
the world, and many visitors from Queensland visit the 
district just to see this view, which overlooks the Bellingen 
Valley. The ocean is easily discerned on a clear day. 
The photographs produced are views of several of the falls 
in close proximity to Ebor, and other beauties of the dis- 
trict are beyond description, having to be seen to be appre- 
ciated. The tourist traffic to the coast is increasing each 
year under present transit difficulties, and would increase 
tremendously if the railway were constructed. There is 
some magnificent scenery in this district, but as it costs 
£6 or £7 to hire a car to get to it, most people cannot afford 
to visit these places. 

288. At what point on the North Coast would the tourist 
traffic be likely to converge?—It would go to Cofl’s Har- 
bour. If the line were constructed people from this dis- 
trict would be able to travel easily and cheaply to Port 
Macquarie and to South West Rocks, to which places we 
have to now go by ear. Two hundred private cars go to 
Kempsey and South West Rocks during the Christmas 
holidays, carrying on an average six passengers each, They 
come from Uralla, Walcha, Guyra, and two or three from 
Inverell. 

289. Do you know the country through which the pro- 
posed line would pass?’—Yes, there would be considerable 
settlement along the route of the railwa¥. Both Aberfoyle 
and Bald Blair would be placed on the market, and there 
would be plenty of applicants. They would not take that 
land now without the railway. 

290. To what purpose would they devote the land ?— 
From Guyra to Wongwibinda it would be mixed farming. 
That is about half-way. From there on for another 10 
miles, with the exception of the Doughboys, it is cattle 
country. From there on the land would be used for 
agriculture. 

291. What are the possibilities in timber traffic?—T 
agree largely with what Mr. Nott has said. There are 
wonderful timber reserves in the district. 
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292. It, has been suggested that the line should be de- 
viated somewhere near Ebor and be swung out towards 
Dorrigo. Does that country offer better facilities for 
closer settlement ?—I have been over both routes. I should 
say that a line through Deervale would be a better one 
from an engineering standpoint, but a line through 
Tyringham would open up large forest reserves, and, with 
the exception of a strip of 4 or 5 miles, country of similar 
quality. I favour a line from Guyra to Dorrigo first, 
beeause the route from Tenterfield to Casino, for the first 
25 miles, passes through mountainous country, and, with 
the exception of the Tabulam Valley, the line does not 
compare, from a productive point of view, with a line 
from Guyra to Dorrigo. 

293. The prospective completion of the Glenreagh- 
Dorrigo line puts the other proposal out of question ?— 
Yes. 

294. Have you given any thought to the question of 
constructing a harbour on the North Coast for interstate 
or overseas traffic?—Yes, at Coff’s Harbour. If the plan 
already prepared is carried out Coff’s Harbour should be a 
fine port. It is the best place for a harbour for the people 
of the north. 

295. Is Byron Bay too far north?—Yes, it is for the 
New England Tableland and the north-west. 


296. How is the enormous estimated annual loss on the 
proposed railway likely to be made up? Would the traffic 
which you have mentioned be fairly substantial in a few 
years after the construction of the line?—Yes. I believe 
that the estimated revenue would be doubled before long. 


297. Would you expect a tourist traffic both ways ?—- 
Yes. We go down to the coast in the hot weather and 
coastal people come up here. An enormous number of 
visitors come to this district. There would be a huge 
interchange of produce over the line. 

298. Mr. Drummond.| Is Armidale much patton’ in 
the summer months by tourists ?—Yes. 

299. Do the local people cater for that traffie?—To a 
certain extent, but not as much as they would do if the 
tourist traffic increased. 

300. Is there a traffic to the coast by motor ?—Yes, all tlie 
year round. I myself go down four times a year with a 
party. 

301. As rail travelling is cheaper than motor travelling, 
it is reasonable that there would be an increased traffie if 
the railway were constructed?—Yes, a considerable in- 
crease. 

302. Would you say that the district affected by the 
proposed railway is suitable for small settlers?—Yvea, 
especially 10 miles this side of Ebor down to Dorrigo. 
Even now there is an abundance of water at Guy Fawkes, 
50 miles from Armidale. 


303. Mr. Travers.| On which section of the proposed 
line would you expect most settlement and consequently 
most revenue?’—From Dorrigo to Ebor and from 12 miles 
this side of Ebor to Guyra. 


304, Is there any difference in the country 9 or 10 miles 
north and south of the proposed route?—No, it is all 
exceptionally good land. 


305. In the official evidence it is stated that the district 
is sparsely populated. Do you agree with that statement ?— 
I agree that the district is sparsely populated, but it is 
suitable for mixed farming and orchards. 


306. Do you believe that, from the standpoint of develop- 
ment, the construction of the line is justified ?—Yes. 


307-8. I understand you are of opinion that the proposed 
line from Guyra to Dorrigo is to be preferred to a line 
from Tenterfield to Casino. Have you in mind local 
considerations ?’—The line from Guyra to Dorrigo is more 
central and would serve a greater population. It would 
also suit the north-western districts better than would a 
line from Casino to Tenterfield. It passes eee better 
country. : ) ; f Se ot eek 
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Walter Jordan Hawke, auctioneer, Armidale, sworn and 
examined :— 


309. Mr. Cameron.] Have you a statement to read ?’— 
Yes, it is as follows:—I have resided in Armidale since 
1892. For eighteen years prior to that I resided in Glen 
Innes, during which time I have had ample opportunities 
of becoming thoroughly conversant with the tableland of 
New England, the western slopes, and also a good portion 
of the coastal districts, more particularly the country 
between Glen Innes and Grafton. I regard the tableland, 
particularly the higher parts, which embrace all the Guy 
Fawkes plateau, as being capable of carrying a large 
population on account of the suitability of the soil and 
rainfall, for agricultural and dairying purposes, but the 
excellent prospects of the wool-growing industry in the 
sheep portion of the district are at present rather hard to 
gauge, as the carrying capacity of the land has been so 
greatly increased during the past thirty years by ring- 
barking and natural and artificial draining. Knowing 
from experience how country can be improved by ring- 
barking, and knowing also that considerable areas have 
still to be rung and suckered, I am of opinion that the 
carrying capacity for stock can be still further increased, 
thus further enhancing the prospects of this district. With 
regard to the proposed railways from the tableland to the 
coast, I have no hesitation in giving evidence in support 
of the Dorrigo-Guyra-Inverell line, on the ground that I 
- look upon a line from Inverell to the coast as a national 
one, not for the benefit of any particular district. The 
proposed line from Inverell to Dorrigo, via Guyra, is the 
shortest, most practicable, and most suitable of the proposed 
lines. I consider the country traversed by this proposed 
line, or even within 12 or 15 miles on each side of the 
route, is highly adapted for closer settlement, as from 
Kangaroo Camp to Wongwibinda the land is more or less 
agricultural, while it is all recognised as high class wool- 
growing country. The following figures show the number 
of sheep depasturing within an area embracing about 10 
miles on each side of the proposed route: Armidale dis- 
trict, from Tingha to Guyra, approximately 175,000 sheep; 
Glen Innes district, Guyra to Wongwibinda, 98,000 sheep. 
A railway from the main northern line through Guy 
Fawkes to Dorrigo would be of immense value to pas- 
toralists for conveyance of starving stock, as Guy Fawkes 
has always been noted for its heavy carrying capacity 
and freedom from drought, and in time of drought in 
other parts it affords great relief for stock. Only this 
year, during the past few weeks, we have arranged for 
the agistment of nearly 3,000 cattle in that district, but 
there are other lots that we know have gone there. We 
are still securing country there for agistment purposes. 
It is estimated that good Guy Fawkes country will carry 
two to two and a half sheep to the acre or a proportionate 
number of cattle. A rough estimate of the value of the 
land for 12 miles on each side of the proposed line, from 
Tingha or Kangaroo Camp to Ebor, is, in my opinion, 
not less than £3 10s. or £4 per acre on a freehold basis. 

310. Have you ever known the Guy Fawkes country to 
suffer from drought ?—Only on one occasion, in 1902, and 
eevn then that country was better than it was in any 
other part. Although they were short of pasturage, there 
was water there. 


311. Has there been much improvement in that district ? 


Yes. Forty or fifty years ago Guy Fawkes was regarded 
as the burying ground of New England for cattle. It is 
now recognised as the garden of New England. Guy 


Fawkes country which forty years ago was considered 
inferior cattle country is now carrying sheep well. That 
is due to artificial draining and ring-barking. The teams 
which went into the ranges to bring timber out made 
ruts which eventually became drains, giving the water a 
chance to get away. 

312. Has the Guyra district improved for sheep ?—Yes. 
Guyra, Wandsworth, Aberfoyle, and Bald Blair have all 
been improved very much as the result of ring-barking. 
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313. How far along the proposed route will the land 
carry sheep ’—We do not consider it to be very safe sheep 
country east of Wangwibinda. We do not regard the Guy 
Fawkes district as sheep country, as it is too wet. Sheep 
country extends pretty well to Wongwibinda. North of 
Wongwibinda sheep are doing well. 

314. What would be a living area between Wongwibinda 
and Guyra’—From 1,000 to 1,200 acres for pastoral pur- 
poses. 

315. Is that land suitable for any other purpose ?—Yes, 
there are patches within 8 or 10 miles of Guyra which 
could be cultivated, but generally it is grazing land. 


316. If the land to which you have referred were made 
available in areas of 1,000 to 1,200 acres, would there be 
difficulty in getting rid of it?—No. There is a big demand 
for it. There are very few sellers. 


317. Beyond that section what would the land be used 
for ?—Dairying on holdings of from 200 to 250 acres. 


318. Would you have difficulty in getting rid of that 
country ’—No, there would be no difficulty whatever if the 
railway were built. The line would lend itself to closer 
settlement. I know of no portion of the New England 
Tableland which would carry as big a population as the 
Guy Fawkes district would. 


319. What is your opinion of the Tenterfield to Casino 
railway proposal as against the Guyra to Dorrigo proposal ? 
—They cannot be compared, as the Guy Fawkes area would 
earry such a large population. On the Tenterfield-Casino 
route, until you get to Tabulam, the land is not suitable 
for closer settlement. I say there is only one route, and 
I am not a land-owner. The Guyra-Dorrigo line stands 
out on its own. 

320. Will you give the Committee some idea of the inter- 
change of stock which would be likely to take place if the 
proposed railway were constructed ?—There would be a big 
interchange of stock between the coast and the tableland 
in ordinary seasons. I have had some big cattle sales here. 
A large number of fat cattle are sent away from Guy 
Fawkes every year. People on the North Coast have to 
bring all their fat sheep from Homebush or Maitland. 


321. Chairman.] Where would 1,000 to 1,200 acres be 
sufficient for a living area on the first section of a line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo?—From about 10 or 12 miles east of 
Guyra to Wongwibinda. 

322. What is the average value of that land?—I sold 
similar land at auction up to £38, £3 5s., and £3 10s. per 
acre on a freehold basis. Mr. White has sold Aberfoyle 
land at £3 per acre. 


323. How many sheep to the acre will that land carry ?— 
It is one-sheep-to-the-acre country. That land is rabbit- 
netted. 


Thomas Francis Mills, furniture dealer, Armidale, sworn 
and examined :— 


- 324. Drummond.] I understand you have prepared a brief 
statement?—Yes, it is as follows:—‘I feel confident, 
knowing most of the country along the route, that the 
line, if built, will become a paying concern in a very few 
years.. If Coff’s Harbour is made a port for overseas ship- 
ping, a big export trade will develop in beef, all station 
produce from the north and north-west, and timber and 
dairy produce from Dorrigo, Tyringham, and Ebor dis- 
tricts. It would then only be a short time when wholesale 
warehouses for the sale of general merchandise would be 
established there, which would mean a saving in railway 
freights to the people of the Northern Tablelands and 
north-west of from 334 to 40 per cent. on present mileage 
rates. Another big saving would be effected on cost of 
interchange of producte between the coast, tableland, and 
north-west. The Dorrigo Bacon Factory Company is pay- 
ing £10 per ton cartage on bacon to Armidale. The rail 
freight via Guyra would be £1 18s. 9d., and to Guyra 
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£1 12s. 4d. The timber industry would be greatly bene- 
fited. Cartage on pine and other softwood from Tyring- 
ham, 78 miles from Armidale, is 15s. per 100 feet super. 
It -is a little more to Guyra. The rail freight to Guyra 
in 11-ton trucks would be about 1s. 7d. per 100 feet, and 
from Tyringham to Armidale via Guyra about is. 114d. 
per 100 feet. Hardwood timbers would be about double 
the rail freight and 20s. per 100 by team. In the Guy 
Fawkes district apples are grown to perfection. At present 
they are not worth picking to send to market because of 
heavy cartage charges. Cartage on potatoes from the Guy 
Fawkes and Ebor districts is £8 to £4 per ton to Armidale, 
the rate by rail via Guyra being 12s. 6d. per ton. Land 
along the route is mostly suited for closer settlement, but 
is now principally used for grazing. Especially is this the 
case with the good land in the Guy Fawkes, Ebor, and 
Tyringham districts. Imported timbers can be landed in 
Armidale to sell at a lower price than timbers from Tyring- 
ham, principally on account of the low train freight, as 
compared with the cost of cartage by team, 3s. 7d. per 100 
feet super, as against 15s. per 100 feet super.” 

3825. Do you manufacture furniture at Armidale ?—Yes. 

326. Is there much local timber suitable for furniture- 
making ’—Yes, there is pine, rosewood, sassafras, brown 
and white beech and red beech growing in the Dorrigo 
and Tyringham districts. A great deal of it is now being 
destroyed by dairymen who have to clear their land. 

3827. What imported timber do you use?—We use Paci- 
fie Oak in the manufacture of furniture, but Oregon and 
Baltic pine are used here for building purposes, and that 
timber can be landed here cheaper than we can get our 
own local pine from Tyringham and Dorrigo. 

328. Do you know of any big contracts in the district in 
connection with which imported timber has been used ?— 
No. Imported hardwoods are not used. 

329. The Railway Commissioners roughly estimate the 
revenue from the proposed line at £13,000 per annum, 
which is about half the working cost. It works out at 
about £250 per week. Do you consider that estimate is 
too low?—Yes. There would be a very big traffic from 
the Ebor and Tyringham districts. A small area of land 
in that district will return a very good competence. 

330. Considering that the line is estimated to cost over 
£17,000 per mile, do you think the work should be viewed 
locally or from a wider or national standpoint ?—The con- 
struction of the line would benefit the north and north- 
west, from where there would be a big passenger traffic 
besides goods traffic. I think that Guyra should be the 
connecting link between the north-west and the coast, as 
it is the most central place and the route is easier. If the 
line went from Armidale it would have to climb the 
Snowys, where the grade is very heavy. 

331. What of the Tenterfield to Casino proposal?—I do 
not think that is as good a line. For one thing it is too 
far north. If only one railway to the coastal towns is to 
be built that from Guyra would benefit more people than 
any other. 

332. Mr. Doe.| When the Dorrigo-Glenreagh line is com- 
pleted will not bacon go via Glenreagh or Coff’s Harbour 
to Sydney’—Armidale is the market for Dorrigo bacon. 
There is no bacon factory in this district. 

333. Is much bacon produced at Dorrigo?—The quan- 
tity has increased a great deal during the last two or three 
years. 


Stanley Charles Wentworth Wilson, Manager, New 
England Building and Investment Society, Ltd., 
sworn, and examined :— 


334. Mr. Travers.| Do you support the proposed railway 
from Guyra to Dorrigo’—Yes. I believe the railway could 
be run for at least part of the distance by means of hydro- 
electric power generated in the district. There are some 
splendid watercourses and waterfalls adjacent to the 
proposed route. If that were done it would simplify the 
construction of the line, because heavier grades than would 


ke possible if steam were employed could be used. ‘Hydro- 
electricity could be generated at Ebor Falls, and there are 
other places along the route not so near the line as Ebor 
where electric power could be obtained. The Styx River 
is said to be a never-failing stream. Then there are Oakey 
Creek and other streams containing plenty of water. if 
electric power were generated, as I suggest, industries 
would be encouraged, and the butter factory and allied 
industries could be run on electric lines. There is no 
reason why chilling and freezing works should not be 
established near the line. In my opinion Coff’s Harbour 
is the most suitable port for the shipment of the produce 
of the tableland and further west. 

335. Has expert opinion been obtained on the scheme 
you suggest ?’—No. I am not an electrical expert, although 
IT am Chairman of Directors of the local electrical works, 
and I am keenly interested in an extension of the scheme. 

336. From where do you derive your electric power ?— 
We generate it ourselves. If sufficient power were generated 
at Ebor or at Garah we should be willing to consider the 
matter of obtaining all our current from that scheme. The 
gorge scheme will be of great assistance to Armidale. 

337. What is your opinion of the proposed line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo?—I am in favour of it, and that it 
should join the Glenreagh line to Coff’s Harbour. I 
advocate an extension from Inverell to Guyra rather than 
from Glen Innes to Inverell. 

338. Do you consider that a line from Guyra to Dorrigo 
is justified apart all together from the other connection ?— 
Undoubtedly. We must have a connection between the 
tablelands and the coast, and this line is in my opinion 
the best. 

339. Do you know the country along the route of the 
proposed railway from Tenterfield to Casino?—Yes. I 
have no objection to that line being constructed, but it is 
not nearly so urgent or important as a line from this part 
of the tableland to the coast. It would not serve the same 
interests. The Guyra-Dorrigo line would serve the north- 
western country very largely. It is most difficult for people 
on the tablelands to go to the coast unless they have their 
own motor-cars. From the north-west it would cost them 
more to go to the coast than it would to go to Sydney. 

340. I take it that you also advocate the building of a 
railway from Guyra to Inverell?—In Armidale we are not. 
taking such an active interest in that. proposal because 
there are other interests involved, but I favour the Inverell 
to Guyra proposal in preference to the other. 

341. Do you look on the construction of a line from 
Inverell to some point on the northern line as comple- 
mentary to a line from Guyra to Dorrigo /—Yes. 

342. I suppose, mile for mile, you would expect more 
settlement from Guyra to Dorrigo than you would from 
Casino to Tenterfield?—I think so, although between 
Casino and Tabulam there is the Richmond Range country. 
The Dorrigo country, however, is more attractive and 
would support a larger population. 

343. Mr. Doe.| Is there any coal in the district —No. 
There is some in the Grafton district, but there is plenty 
of timber for fuel purposes. 

.344, What does it cost you per unit for electricity ?—4d., 
but we hope to produce it cheaper. 

345. Mr. Drummond.| Would there be much loss in trans- 
mission if the line were electrified ?—I think not. We are 
living in hopes of the railway being constructed, and 
Armidale has given way on the matter of connection here 
so as to facilitate the building of a railway to the North 
Coast. 


Edward Morgan Stephens, printer, and Mayor of Armidale, 
sworn, and examined :— 


346. Mr. Burke.] I understand you favour the construc- 
tion of a railway from Guyra to Dorrigo?—Yes, we are 
absolutely in favour of it. I express the opinion of about 
twenty representative men, aldermen of the previous 
and present council, who have lived in the district 


most of their lives. In support of our claim for the 
railway, I may state that our population is 5,500, contained 
in an area of 34 square miles. The population of the 
police patrol district of Armidale ig about 11,000. The 
improved capital value of land in the municipality is 
£1,043,000. The unimproved capital value is £241,000. 
Revenue from town rates at 44 per cent. amounts to £4,533, 
and water rates at 2d., £1,900. The total municipal revenue 
from all sources last year was £21,000. The stability of 
Armidale is shown by the fact that the council’s assets 
exceed the liabilities by about £10,000. The railway would 
make considerable difference to the mining industry within 
30 or 40 miles of Armidale. Scheelite, antimony, silver, 
lead, and other minerals have been obtained in large 
quantities, and gold is also found. Only the cost of pro- 
duction has caused mining to be closed down. At one 
time Hillgrove had a population of nearly 4,000. If the 
cost of transport were cheaper on machinery and other 
mining requisites mining in the district would boom 
again. 

347. Can you compare the country on the route of the 
proposed railway from Guyra to Dorrigo with that on the 
surveyed line from Tenterfield to Casino?—The country 
for 10 miles out towards Aberfoyle is considerably superior 
to that for about 40 miles on the route from Tenterfield 
to Casino. At the same time I recognise the necessity of 
a line from Tenterfield to Casino. Instead of being 
parochial, and advocating a line from Armidale to the 
coast, we support the proposal from Guyra to Dorrigo in 
the interests of the northern tableland. 

348. Hillgrove would not be much affected by this line ?— 
Only so far as the line would provide a means of transport 
for the ore. The discovery at Hall’s Peak, near Hillgrove, 
may become a second Broken Hill, and a big syndicate 
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has been formed. That is on the road leading to Armidale. 
Rockvale is another silver-lead proposition. In the interests 
of the whole community, I recommend the construction of 
a line from Quyra to Dorrigo. 

' 849. Do you prefer to see that railway built first ?—Yes. 

350. Has there been much progress in Armidale during 
the last five years ?—Yes, in the erection of buildings and 
in industries generally. There seems to be a greater indus- 
trial future for Armidale. 

351. Has the population increased since you have been 
here ?—Yes. 

352. What is the nature of the country for 10 miles 
from Guyra along the route of the proposed railway ?—It - 
is good agricultural land. Armidale is the centre of 
advanced education on the northern tablelands. If there 
were better travelling facilities the schools of Armidale 
would be even more in demand than they are at present. 
Nearly 1,000 children are going to school at Armidale. 
Amongst the educational establishments in and around the 
city are the De La Salle College, St. Ursula’s Convent, 
The Armidale School, St. Johns’ College, and others. Pupils 
come from all parts of the northern rivers, from Queens- 
land, and from outside of Australia, to these educational 
institutions. If the line were constructed more pupils 
would come to our schools for one reason—because our 
climate is so healthy. Many tourists come to the district, 
and in the summer our hotels are crowded. Visitors rent 
cottages here, and if there were cheaper and easier means 
of travel to the district we should get more people. 

353. Mr. Mahony.| Do you know whether mining opera- 
tions are being carried on within 12 miles of the route of 
the proposed railway?—There is mining at Rockvale and 
there was a lot at Tyringham. There is also mining at 
Tingha, Howell, Copeton, and Elsmore. 


WEDNESDAY, 30 MAY, 1923, 
[The Committee met in the Shire Council Chamber, Guyra. | 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHatrMan). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WitiraM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davip Henry DrummMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Thomas Edward Sole, auctioneer, Guyra, sworn, und 
examined ;— 


354. Chairman.| I understand you have some experience 
of the land 1—Yes, I did about twelve years farming. 

355. How would you describe the country to be served 
by a railway from Guyra to Inverell ?—There is some very 
good country and ‘there is some not so good. It is good 
sheep country. There is good agricultural land at Stratton, 
Ollera, Tenterden, and Briar Brook. I consider the land 
generally to be more suitable for grazing with the exception 
of the first three holdings mentioned, 

356. What advantage would the construction of the 
railway from Guyra to Inverell have over one from Glen 
Innes to Inverell?—Not much, The main thing is that 
a line from Guyra to Inverell would connect with the line 
from Guyra to Dorrigo, 

357. I presume you have in mind railway connection 
with a port on the North Coast !—Yes. 

358, What advantage would this district reap by being 
linked up by railway with the North Coast?’—-Such a line 
would open up a great deal of good country. At Ebor 
there is a very large areca of good agricultural land which 
extends to Wongwibinda 39 miles. Until you cross the 
Snowys the land is more suitable for dairying and fruit- 
growing. It is rather rough country but it is well watered. 

359. Would such a railway give the people of the 
Inverell district a better market for their produce ?—Yes 


there would be an interchange of produce including potatoes, 
Hay and oats are not grown on the’ coast to any extent. 
There would be a traffic in fat sheep and timber. At pre- 
sent our fat sheep have to go to Maitland and be re-trucked 
up the coast. Wool and sheep would be carried to Coff’s 
Harbour direct if Coffs Harbour were the deep sea port. 
There is beautiful timber in the Dorrigo district and in the 
Inverell district there is practically none. The furthe: 
west you go the less timber there is both for building and 
fencing. On the coast millions of feet of timber are being 
burnt because it cannot be got to market. Regarding the 
proposed railways and the district to be served I have pre- 
pared the following statement :— 


Formation.—Basalt, proportion suitable for agriculture, 
quarter of the area. 


Suitable Crops.—Potatoes, oats, wheat, corn, barley, hay, 
rye, peas, beans, pumpkins, millet, sorghum, and all root 
crops. 

Average Yields.—Potatoes, 3 tons saleable, oats 30 
bushels, wheat 20 bushels, corn 40 bushels, barley 40 bushels, 
rye 45 bushels, hay 1} tons, peas, beans, &e., not largely 
grown, but grow to perfection, turnips 30 tons per acre, 
millet and sorghum grow prolifically. 

Living Area.—Fourteen miles east of Guyra, 10 miles 
north, 10 miles south, farms under 600 acres, 42 farms, 
total area 10,712 acres, average area of each farm, 255 acres. 
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Five miles west of Guyra, 10 miles north, 10 miles south, 
83 farms under 600 acres. Total area held 21,067 acres. 
‘Average area of each farm 253? acres. 

General Statement.—--Potatoes considered main crop in the 
district, the quality and soundness is unsurpassed in Aus- 
tralia, Oatsis the most largely grown grain crop. Wheat 
is not largely grown, but what is grown is of excellent 
quality. 

Dairying.—The district is particularly suitable for 
-dairying, practically every class of fodder can be grown 
most successfully. Compares more than favourably with 
any other part of the State, as land values are much cheaper 
than the coast and other parts. Artificial grasses of every 
variety, grow to perfection, making the district more suit- 
able for dairying, than many other parts of the State. 
Lamb raising can also be carried on profitably, owing to 
the growing of artificial grasses. 

Grazing. —This district, on account of the richness of 
the soil, is more suitable for dairying, agriculture, and 
mixed farming, although the capabilities for grazing are 
very considerable. The outstanding feature as regards 
grazing is the fact that stock bred in this country have 
wonderful constitutions and are immune from diseases, 
especially tuberculosis, and are very keenly sought after 
by fatteners in other districts. The district is particularly 
suitable for fattening lambs on artificial grasses, and wool 
shows a handsome return per sheep, as the richness of the 
soil gives greater weight in the wool at slightly reduced 
prices. 


Carrying Capacity.—On natural grasses, one beast to 
5 acres and one and a half sheep per acre. On artificial 
grasses, one beast to 24 acres and three sheep per acre. 

Living Area.—Five miles west of Guyra, 10 miles north, 
10 miles south, there are twenty-four farms under 1,000 
acres. Total area held, 18,256 acres; average area each 
farm, 7604 acres. Fourteen miles east of Guyra, 10 miles 
north, 10 miles south, there are thirteen farms under 1,000 
acres. Total area held, 9,404 acres; average area each 
farm, 723} acres. The number of larger areas on the 
western side in the same radius, holdings 1,000 acres and 
over, there are fifteen holdings held. Total area, 21,889 
acres; average area of each holding, 1,459 acres. The 


number of Jarger holdings on the eastern side in the same. 


radius, 1,000 acres and over, there are seventeen holdings 
held, 52,110 acres; average area cf each holding, 3,065} 
acres. 

Fruit Growing.—All English fruits grow very well in 
this district because of the richness of the soil. It is 
better to grow fruit on the less valuable granite soil. 
Varietics that grow to perfection—apples, pears, plums, 
‘ cherries, gooseberries, strawberries, raspberries, quinces, 
melons, and other fruits, 

General Statement.—This district is generally suitable 
for mixed farming; the average rainfall is 32 inches ; 
natural surface water is plentiful in all parts of the district, 
and practically free from drought. Good water can be 
obtained on any land by sinking from 10 to 80 feet. 
Timber for building and fencing purposes is very scarce, 
and we look to an adjoining district for our future 
supplies. Access to the coast for the poorer people who 
cannot afford to go to Sydney is urgently needed. A 
health resort for the north-west people is wanted. 

360. How far would the agricultural country to which 
you have referred extend in the direction of Inverell !— 
Not very far. Five miles west of Guyra you enter astringy- 
bark range suitable for grazing. At Kangaroo Camp, 28 
miles from Guyra there is some good agricultural land but 
it is not very extensive. 

361. Practically the whole of the land where 250 acres 
is a living area is within the influence of the existing rail- 
way !—Yes. The soil in the Ebor district is much better 
than it is round here. For potato-growing it is especially 
suitable. They can easily grow three times the crop we 
can. Dairying would also be carried on at Ebor. 

362. Mr. Frank Burke.| If a railway from Guyra to 
.Dorrigo were not constructed, which is the better connec- 
tion with Inverell?—It would be better to construct a 


“routes ?—Yes. 


railway from Inverell through Guyra to the coast, via 
Dorrigo. Glen Innes is only 42 miles from Inverell, so 
that not much of that country is not served. 

363. Do you know the country along both proposed 
The best land is between Inverell and 
Glen Innes. 

364. Mr. Mahony.| Would there be any increase in 
potato production in this district if the line were con- 
structed?—Yes. The Ebor district would grow almost 
half the output of potatoes of Tasmania. 

365. Whereabouts in the Ebor districtis the good 
timber to be had ?--At Marango there is quite a lot. That 
is 12 miles north-east of Ebor. 

366. Would there be a fair market for coastal timber . 
west of Guyra!—Yes. The construction of the railway 
would affect stock as far out as Mungindi, which could be 
travelled to the coast in bad times. 

367. Mr. Travers.| How far west of Inverell does the 
agricultural country extend?—About 28 miles. The 
Tingha district is a great fruit and vegetable place. On 
the eastern fall there are large undeveloped mineral 
deposits. Both tin and gold are there. You can get tin 
almost anywhere out there. 

368. What area of land in this district is under potatoes 4 
—Between 6,000 and 7,000 acres. 

369, Is it mostly on the western side of Guyra!—-Yes. 
The farmers grow potatoes and oats. We used to grow as 
much as 45 bushels of wheat to the acre, but we could not 
harvest it as they do on the plains. 

370. Is there fairly good potato-country 10 miles west 
of Guyra /—Yes. 

371. How far on the eastern side does the potato country 
extend /—As far as Wongwibinda. 

372. Would you expect to get as good results from the 
country 14 miles east of Guyra to Ebor as you would from 
Guyra to that point /—Yes, although the land is not deep 
red soil. Potatoes grown on red soil are more saleable 
than those grown in light soil. Sixteen or 17 miles out 
you run into light soil, and until you come within 2 or 3 
miles of Ebor, when you enter red soil, 

373, Is the Ebor country better than the Guyra land !— 
Yes, for potatoes. 

374. What is a living area 14 miles out to Ebor?—Not 
less than 500 or 600 acres. At Ebor, about 50 acres on 
the good land. 

375, Is there much traffic between Guyra and Inverell {— 
Not a great deal. 

376, Where do most of the potatoes grown in the Guyra 
district go to !—Queensland. 

377. Do they find a local market?—Maitland takes a 
certain quantity of seed potatoes for the northern rivers. 

378. Is the quantity going to Queensland very large 1— 
Yes, a big percentage goes there. 

379. Would a line from Guyra to Inverell affect the 
trend of traffic in that way ?—I do not think so, because 
there are not enough people in the west to consume such a 
great quantity. 

380. Would a line from Guyra to the coast alter the 
trend of traflic!—No; Queensland can take the bulk of 
the stuff grown. 

381. Are better prices obtained in Queensland than in 
Sydney {—Yes ; our price here is usually on a par with 
the Sydney price. 

382. Do your potatoes go to Brisbane 1—They go as far 
as Rockhampton. From 20,000 to 30,000 tons are grown 
here annually. 

383. Is the tendency here to put more land under culti- 
vation !—Yes, pretty well all the old farms are on the 
western side in the volcanic soil. 

384, Generally, you support a railway from Guyra to the 
coast on the ground that it would develop the intermediary 
country and open up new markets for the Guyra produce? 
—Well, we can dispose of our produce, but I suppose we 
could dispose of more if we had the coastal connection. 
There are thousands of acres of agricultural land here not 
cultivated. 

385, Why are not more potatoes grown here for the 
Queensland market !—This is only a small district, 
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386. Mr. Drummond.| Would you say that the country 
east of Guyra is better for settlement than -that to the 
west ?—No, only portions of it. I think it is more suitable 
for small farming on the eastern side. After you pass the 
stringybark range, 5 miles out on the west you enter some 
good land suitable for closer settlement. There is some of 
the best land in New England out there. 

387, Should the Committee regard a railway from Guyra 
to Inverell as complementary to a connecting link with the 
North Coast !— Yes, from a national standpoint. We want 
to be able to run our stock from the west to the coast 
quickly. 

388. Ifa railway from Guyra to Dorrigo were built is 
there much land along the route suitable for small settlers 1 
‘—Yes, good land. 

389, Mr. Doe.| What proportion of the 250-acre farms to 
which you referred would be suitable for potato-growing ? 
—One quarter. That land is worth from £5 to £6 per 
acre. 

390. What is potato land alone worth?t---We have sold 
it with all improvements up to £36 per acre. 

391, Would you say that the Ebor country would pro- 
duce 9 tons of potatoes to the acre ?—Yes, it is very rich 
land. Compared with that soil, a lot of poor soil is culti- 
vated here. 

392. Do the potato crops here suffer from frost ?-- No, 
except the early crops. 

393. Do you think the line would become a paying cne 
before long; a very large deficit is estimated by the Rail- 
way Commissioners ?—Yes, [ consider that it would develop 
itself like any other line. It would develop the country. 
When the Main Northern line went to Guyra, this place 
was only a cattle station. Now we have about 2,000 people 
within a radius of 2 miles. Thirty-nine years ago there 
was practically no one here. 

394. Chairman.} Do you consign goods by road from 
Guyra to Inverell?—Yes, potatoes and chaff. Tingha has 
bought all its chaff about Ollera and Tenterden this year. 

395. What are the rates?—About £3 per ton from 
Guyra to Inverell, but very few carriers will take it on 
because it is not permanent. 

396. Do you get any Inverell wheat ?—No, we get our 
wheat from Tamworth. 


Harold Fletcher White, grazier, Bald Blair, sworn, and 
examined :— 


397. Mr. Drummond.| What area do you hold in this 
district ?—My father, my brother, and myself hold 43,000 
acres of freeholdland. It is situated 8 to 25 miles due east 
of Guyra. The route of the proposed railway to Dorrigo 
goes through the middle of it. 

398. D>» you support the proposed railways from 
Inverell to Guyra and Guyra to Dorrigo!—Yes. 

399. What reasons do you advance for the construction 
of those railways’—New England is essentially a breeding 
district. The hotter districts look to New England for 
young stock. The tableland because of its cold climate 
tends to produce a harder and more robust type of stock. 
Messrs. McKinnon Bros., of Victoria, buy great numbers 
of stock in New England and truck them to Victoria at 
enormous cost. I have known them pay £2 17s, 6d. per 
head more for cattle in New England. This tableland 
country is wonderfully free from drought. It is natural 
relief country for the western districts. But the difficulty 
in getting cattle here is very great. The stock routes are 
inadequate and do not carry enough feed. During the 
last four years large numbers of stock have passed through 
this district to the coast, which carries some thousands of 
cattle. The loss along the routes is very great. The 
railway would be of great assistance in the removal of 
stock. 

400, Do you consider that the land between Guyra and 
Dorrigo is suitable for closer settlement ?— Yes. 

401. Have you carried on farming operations /—Yes, I 
have five share-farmers, and have done a_ considerable 
amount of farming. 


Witnesses—T. I, Sole and H. F. White, 380 May, 1923. 


492, What area are they cultivating ?--They get as 
much land as they can work. They are working from 80 
to 100 acres. 

403. Is that sufficient on which to make a living 1—Yes, 
it is quite enough as regards production, but they have jut 
about held on up to the present. They have not done as 
well as they should have done. I attribute that to our 
distance from natural markets and to the high freights 
they have to pay, 

404, What are they growing ?—Potatres, oats, wheat, 
and corn. 

405. What is the principal product out there ?—Pota- 
toes, with oats as a spell crop. 

406. What is considered to be an economical distance to 
cart produce to the railway ?—Not more than 10 miles. 

407. In the event of the proposed railway from Guyra 
to Dorrigo being constructed, would you be willing to sub- 
divide your property, and do you know of other land- 
owners who are prepared to do the same ?—I have spoken 
to my father and brother on that matter. We ourselves 
would sooner not subdivide. We would sooner deal direct 
with the Government. We should be prepared to accept 
part cash and part bonds. Personally I should be pre- 
pared to accept 25 per cent. cash and bonds. We should 
only ask the current rates at which land is selling, and we 
should not consider ourselves entitled to an enhanced value 
owing to the building of the railway. I would like to 
maintain 5,000 acres for my own home and stud which we 
established. 

408. What is a living area in the Aberfoyle district 1— 
For farmers fron 200 to 300 acres, where there is a pro- 
portion of farming and a proportion of grazing land. A 
farmer must have enough land to maintain his horses and 
afew cows. As a grazing and farming proposition 640 
acres, and as a purely grazing proposition 1,280 acres 
would be required. 

409. Is any of that land suitable for dairying ?—Yes , 
it nearly all carries a proportion suitable for fodder crops. 

410. Would a 640-acre block be suitable for dairying ?— . 
Y 2: 

411. What of the 200 to 300 acre blocks ?—In the basalt 
country about a quarter would be suitable for farming. 
The basalt country is suitable for mixed farming. It 
carries about 25 per cent. of ploughable land. From a 
national standpoint, the Guyra-Dorrigo railway must serve 
the whole of this northern area. We must give due con- 
sideration to the problem of absorbing a large number of 
immigrants from overseas to build up our young nation. 
To absorb a large number of immigrants, and to develop 
our country, we want markets, which are of two sorts— 
home consumption, and overseas. For extensive increase in 
production we must look for export markets. Home con- 
sumption does not reap wealth. ‘The real wealth factor in 
production is the exportable surplus which gives us credit 
overseas. We want a seaport on the North Coast, which 
is one link in the transport chain to our market. We 
want to create centres of home consumption close to the 
producer, so as to reduce the cost of haulage to the producer 
and the cost of transport to the consumer. We also want 
manufacturing centres in the country to deal with our 
primary products. The question of defence is also important 
in connection with these railways. <A line from Inverell to 
Guyra, and from Guyra to Dorrigo and Coffs Harbour 
would assist in that purpose. It would serve the whole of 
the New England tableland and the western hinterland, and 
connect that part of the State with the coast. Such a rail- 
way would be fairly equally situated between Armidale and 
Glen Innes, which are large centres of population. The 
distance from Guyra to Sydney is 387 miles, and from 
Guyra to Coff’s Harbour from 140 to 150 miles, A 
railway from Guyra to Coff’s. Harbour would thus 
reduce our haulage considerably. In my opinion Coff’s 
Harbour compares favourably with other deep-sea ports 
I have seen, including Durban, Capetown, and Colombo. 
A prominent engineer has expressed the opinion that 
enough electric power can be generated at The Gorge 
to supply the whole of our needs. ‘Timber is another im- 
portant factor. All our towns on the tableland and west 


30 


Witness—H. F. White, 30 May, 1923. 


are handicapped for want of building timber. At Armi 
dale it is impossible to get a house. I have heard of people 
having to go to other towns to live because they could not 
get accommodation at Armidale. Unless we have cheap 
transport we cannot hope to absorb the type of population 
we want. The proposed Dorrigo railway would pass 
through some of the finest forest country in the north. 
Production along the line would be uniformly good. There 
are no large gaps of unproductive land. There are no 
engineering difficulties from Ebor to Inverell. On the 
tablelands we grow produce that cannot be grown in the 
east or the west. We can grow any variety of fodder 
crops. Potatoes cannot be grown satisfactory on the 
coast. The seed must be obtained from a cold climate. 
Large quantities of seed potatoes are sent from New Eng- 
land to the North Coast via Maitland by boat or by the 
North Coast railway. Fruit production might become one 
of our staple industries because we can grow fruit that 
cannot be grown in either the east or the west, and for 
which there is a big demand. The mining factor is im- 
portant. Tingha would carry a large number of labourers 
if there were reasonable freights and facilities to get the 
ore away. At present freight there is prohibitive and 
work cannot be carried on. Rockvale mine has been 
worked for many years, and is being reopened. New ludes 
are being worked. 


412. Mr. Drammoni:.| Where is Rockvale 1—Ten miles 
south of Aberfoyle; which is 25 miles east of Guyra. 
That field with a railway will carry a very fair population. 
At Bear Hill and Kookrabookra 500 men were once 
employed, and I am assured by old miners that the 
best of the field has not been worked, There is also 
a large extent of low-grade copper ore from 3 to 10 
miles north of a line from Aberfoyle. When copper 
fell in price work there had to be discontinued. At present 
our wool is carried 387 miles to the sea board. If that rail 
carriage were reduced to 150 miles it must be a great 
benefit to the wool industry. We must look overseas for a 
market for our surplus meat and we must look for the 
export trade. It has been estimated by competent author- 
ities that a beast trucked from this district loses 1 ewt. by 
the time it gets to Sydney. It is a loss not so much of 
weight but of the cream of the meat, It is the juices and 
the fats that make meat palatable. If our stock could be 
marketed closer the meat would command higher prices 
overseas. Another important thing is the creation of 
country industries. With hydro-electric power much of 
our wool could be manufactured into articles in country 
centres and our hides could go to those centres to be made 
into articles of commerce. All the produce from this 
northern area is being carried to our large centres, the 
effect of which is congestion. Produce is held up along the 
line and the farmer cannot realise on it. Wool is held up. 
That congestion retards development of the country. Pro- 
ducers would have the advantage of a reduction in the cost 
of haulage. For potatoes in truck load, the freight per 100 
miles is 1:38 of a penny ; 200 miles, ‘865 of a penny ; 400 
miles, 632 of a peony; and 500 miles, «(56 of a penny. 
Our produce is being carried a long distance ata quarter 
the freight of the short distance. If we can reduce the 
haulage by 100 miles or more, as we should if the line were 
constructed, it is going to increase the revenue to the rail- 
ways and it will decrease the cost to the producer. At 
present we are paying on too much long haulage, our 
revenue is decreasing, and the cost to the producer and con- 
sumer is increased. The proposed railway to Dorrigo 
would make a tremendous difference to our railways. 
It would make a non-paying line pay. That is 
because of short haulage as against long haulage. 
although the length of the Dorrigo proposal is ahout 85 
miles and the estimated cost of construction is about 
£1,500,000, the line taps a huge hinterland of rich 
country suitable for closer settlement. On the Tenterfield. 
Casino line the hinterland is restricted. At the end of the 
line there is a less suitable port, and the country lacks 
hydro-electric power that is a feature of the Guyra- 
Dorrigo line, 


413. Having had considerable military experience, what 
in your opinion is the value of the proposed railway from 
a military standpoint?—It is very considerable. | Our 
defence of Australia must be a coastal defence. Coffs 
Harbour is fairly central between what must be our 
two nearest bases—-Sydney and Brisbane. Our main rail- 
way being so near the coast is vulnerable and would be 
attacked, We must have a connection from the main line 
with the less vulnerable towns. A line from Guyra to 
Coff’s Harbour would serve that purpose. We should 
require to have our base inland, and it must have an out- 
let to the rear, and this line would serve that purpose. 
Any other line under consideration would not serve the 
purpose so well, and it would not be sufficiently central. 
Coffs Harbour would become the centre of defence between 
Sydney and Brisbane for the launching of submarines, 
destroyers, and aeroplanes, A 

414, Regarding wool, you have in view direct export 
rathez than the establishment of a selling centre on the 
north coast ?—No, if we had direct communication with 
the seaboard, say at OCoff’s Harbour, I believe a selling 
centre would be established there. * 

415. Do you believe a selling centre would be established 
at the terminus of the line /—Killing centres would be 
established on the line. 

416. Would western stock be trucked across to that 
killing centre rather than southward to the big killing 
centre at Sydney !—Yes, undoubtedly, because the distance 
is so much shorter provided there were an outlet on the 
north coast. 

417. Do you consider Coffs Harbour is superior 9 
Byron Bay as an overseas port /—Speaking without expert 
knowledge I should say yes, and money is being expended 
at Coff’s Harbour. 

418, Is the Commissioner’s estimate of £250 per week 
revenue on the proposed railway, in your opinion, a fair 
one?—No, I think it is far too low. The revenue from 
timber alone would be considerable. 

419. Mr. Doe.| How much of your 43,000 acres is suit- 
able for agriculture ?—-I cannot answer that on the whole. 
About 10,000 acres of basalt country would carry 25 per 
cent, of agricultural land. The remainder would carry 15 
per cent. of such land. That land is improved in so far as 
it is fenced and the timber has been killed. It is sub- 
divided into two blocks by a rabbit-proof fence. From a 
grazing standpoint, it is fully improved, and the water 
supply is adequate. 

420, Would it cost much to bring the cultivable land to 
production ?—About £2 to £3 per acre to make it fit for 
the plough. ‘ 

421. fs much of that land suitable for dairying !—Any 
of it is. 

422. Would there be a big traffic in seed potatoes to the 
coast /— Yes, and in ordinary potatoes. : 

423. What is being mined at Rockvale !—Silver and 
gold. I was assured by practical men that if the freights 
were suitable the field could be worked profitably, 

424. Mr. Vravers.| Does your 25 per cent, of agricul- 
tural land apply to the whole area!—No. There is an 
area of country in the north which is only suitable for 
grazing and which will not stand improvement, 

425. Is the better agricultural land on the south side ?— 
Yes, the basalt country as you go east works to the south. 

426. You mentioned 1,280 acres as being a living ares 
in your district for grazing. Does that apply to the whole 
area {—-No, it is too large for the whole area. Except for 
the poor country I mentioned there is a very small extent 
of land that will not carry that. <A very large area will 
carry 640 acres from a purely grazing standpoint. 

427. How many sheep could a man run on that?— 
About a sheep to the acre to a sheep to an acre and a 
half. Not much country would go below a sheep to an 
acre and a half. 

428, How many sheep are you carrying on your 43,000 
acres !—Up to the present it is purely a cattle place, It 
carries a beast to 6 acres on the basalt country and a 
beast to 7 acres on the remainder. 
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429, Mr. Cameron.| That would be equal to a sheep to 
the acre /—~Yes. 

430, Mr. Travers.| Does any of your wool go to Queens- 
land ¢—No. 

431, Mr, Cameron.| Can jou tell me where in any part 
of the world there is a naval base in an open roadstead !— 
I do not know of any. My knowledge of ports is limited 
to what I saw when travelling overseas with the A.I.F. 

432, You did not see a naval base at Durban, Capetown, 
or Colombo, which are open roadsteads !—No. 

433. Would you compare Coff’s Harbour as a naval base 
with Port Stephens !—No. 

434. It would be fair to assume that if a naval base were 
established on our coast north of Sydney it would be at 
Port Stephens ?—Yes ; but for aeroplanes and submarines 
T would say that Coffs Harbour would be adequate. 

435, Seeing that there is so much finance attached to 
the export of wool would not most of the wool have to go 
to Sydney to be dealt with ?—No. 

436. Why are not wool sales carried on at Newcastle /— 
Because facilities have not been provided to make ib a 
selling centre, and it is too close to Sydney. Having got 
to Newcastle the freights are so arranged that it is just as 
cheap to send wool to Sydney. 

437, Have the wool-growers of this northern and north- 
western district made any strenuous effort to create wool 
sales at Neweastle ?—No; but there bas been & movement 
to create a selling centre somewhere in this area for wools 
that come in at a period different from the wools of the 
remainder of the State and wools which are more sought 
vfter. If there were a harbour on the north coast for over- 
seas trade northern growers would make every effort to 
~reate a selling centre there. 

438. The-buyers would have something to say about 
that ?—Yes ; but I fully believe they would go anywhere 
if a sufliciently large quantity of New England wool were 
made available under right conditions. 

439. It is reasouable to suppose that wool would go where 
the buyers were;—it would cut both ways?—Yes; but 
Brisbane has established a wool centre, and at first wool- 
buyers were dubious about going there. 

440. Is that due to the fact that Queensland, which was 
a cattle country, has to a large extent become a wool- 
producing State ?—Yes ; that would have some effect. But 
there is such a high-class wool industry in the district that 
is served by the proposed railway that we could, more or 
less, dictate to the buyers, and they would have to come to 
us. ‘There is a shortage of wool, and we are in the position 
of being able to dictate to them more than they can dictate 
to us. 

441. It is not every wool-grower who is in the fortunate 
position to be able to dictate to the buyer. Generally the 
boot is on the other foot !—To a large extent, but the wool 
industry in this northern district is very strong, and I 
venture to assert that if the line is built, and there is direct 
outlet overseas through a port on the North Coast, we shall 
get the buyers. The northern wool-growers are unanimous 
that we should establish a selling centre in New England 
whether we get the line or not. 

442. Do you not consider that financial reasons would 
compel wool to be sent to Sydney !—Not in most cases. 

443. Would you say that the bulk of the wool produced 
in New England would not be affected by financial condi- 
tions ?—Yes ; the type of our wool is an answer to that, 
We produce the highest class wool in Australia. It com- 
mands a more ready sale and freer competition than any 
other wool. It is a fine wool which the world is short of 
at present. 

444, Has there been a serious effort on the part of the 
graziers to create a killing centre on the North Coast ?-~No, 
because we have no access to the coast. ‘The Ramornie 
Meat Works have been guing for a number of years, but 
supplies are not available because of the distances to go 
and lack of facilities to get there. 

445, Why has not some effort been made to go to 
Newcastle?—Well, there is so little difference in freight 
between Newcastle and Sydney that it is better to send to 
the centre of consumption. 
it is no cheaper to land at Newcastle. 


Freights are so arranged that. 


446, What about Aberdeen?—Freights operate against 
Aberdeen. They should have a concession so that they 
can carry on. 

447. Mr. Drummond.| From a military standpoint, do 
you consider that the proposed railway from Guyra to 
Dorrigo should be constructed so as to form a connecting 
link between the west and the coast !—Undoubtedly. Our 
railway system does not lend itself to defence, 


Arthur William Everett, grazier, near Guyra, sworn, and 
examined ;— 

443, Mr. Travers.| Where is your property situated 1— 
About 12 miles west of Guyra. I hold 5,000 acres. Ollera 
was taken up in 1838. We have run as many as 30,000 
to 40,000 sheep. The land has been selected, and my block 
is part of the original holding, which comprised 100,000 
acres. From 83,000 to 100,000 sheep are now run by 
thirty settlers. On the property there is some very good 
farming land, including some black soii flats good for oats. 
Not much farming is done at present, settlers growing 
enough only for their own use. ‘Thirty years ago there 
was practically nothing at Guyra; we used to run our 
cattle up here. Present development shows what the 
railway will do. 

449. Is any poruon of your 5,000 acres suitable for 
agriculture !— Yes, pretty well 1,000 acres. There is some 
very good potato land, and the black flats are good for oats. 

450, Is 12 miles too far to profitably cart produce to the 
railway ?—Yes, although you can do it with potatoes if 
you get a good price. The haulage rate from my place to 
Guyra is £1 to £1 10s. per ton. 

451, What has been your yield !—About 3 tons to the 
acre. Of oats you get about 30 bushels. 

452. I understand that about 3,300 acres is a living area 
in the district !—It is quite enough. Graziers carry about 
one sheep to the acre. A man could live on less than 
that. 

453. What would be a fait grazing area ?—About 
1,500 acres. 

454. How would you describe the coun'ry half-way 
between Guyra and Inverell!—About 20 miles from 
Guyra theve is fair farming country, and then you enter 
rougher country as you approach Tingha. 

455. Is this district good relief country in drought 
time !/—Yes; as a rule, a great number of sheep come here 
from the west in drought time. 

456. Would you expect better results from a line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo than from a line from Guyra to Inverell ? 
— Yes, 

457. How far from the railway is it profitable to grow 
potatoes ?—12 miles if you can get £7 per ton. About 
200 acres about Guyra would be sufficient for mixed 
farming. 

458. What would that land be worth per acre ?—£4 to 
£5, 


Leslie Phillip Dutton, grazier, Erandangie, near Guyra, 
sworn, and examined :— 


459, Mr. Cameron.| What are your opinions regarding 
the proposed railway ?—-I believe that it should be built, and 
it would provide facilities for transport to the coast. A 
line from Guyra to Dorrigo passes through better country 
than would a railway from Glen Innes to Grafton, You 
have only one junction at Guyra. If you go from Inverell 
to Glen Innes you have two junctions, and it is a more 
expensive line to construct. 


460. In your opinion the main service to be rendered by 
a connection between Inverell and the coast is to connect 
the north-western railway service with the coast 1—Yes. 


461. Are you acquainted with the proposed route from 
Guyra to Dorrigo via Ebor?-—I know it as far as Aber- 
foyle. For 12 miles east of Guyra, on the southern side of 
the line, you run into granite country more suitable for 
grazing. A basalt belt rans south to Rockvale Creek and 
Brooklyn, east of Armidale, which is heavy basalt country, 
25 per cent.of which is suitable forfarming. Many young 
cattle are reared in this district, which is essentially a 
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breeding one. I believe no portion of New South Wales 
is as free from tuberculosis in cattle as New England. I 
have had only two cows destroyed as suspects in thirteen 
or fourteen years. I milk as many as ninety cows, and my 
dairy herd is pure-bred, 

422. I gather that a connection between Inverell and 
the main northern line would give you the best service ?— 
BY es. 

463. How long have you been dairying /—Fourtcen 
years on the share system. I send my cream to Glen 
Innes. 

464. Have you difficulty in getting fodder in winter ?— 
No, in the basalt country [ have not known it fail. 

465. Would there be an opening in the district effected 
by the proposed railway?—Undoubtedly, Farmers would 
grow corn and make it into ensilage at &s. per ton. One 
ton of ensilage with a bit of roughage would do for the 
winter. J milk about nine months of the year and spell 
for three months. 

466. What does your share-dairyman do when the cows 
are out !—He cdloes some faiming. 

467. Has he any source of income during those three 
months !—No, the dairying industry is good enough to 
carry him over that period. 

468. Is the land on which you are dairying better than 
the surrounding land ?—No, although it is more highly 
improved. It would take a man a couple of years to put 
his land into decent condition. 

469. Which is the mcre staple industry in this district, 
dairying or potato-growing!—It depends largely on the 
individual. Many men do not like dairying because it is a 
continuous drag, while potato-growing is not. Dairying is 
more staple, because you get your monthly cheque. For 
potatoes you only get your cheque when you send to 
market. An immigrant came to me nine or ten years ago, 
Last year he left me and bought his own farm for £1,400. 
When he arrived here he started contract fencing with me. 
When finished he had about £20, which was all he had in 
the world. In seven years he has been able to purchase a 
farm. His total area is 60 acres, with the right to run his 
draught horses in the sheep paddock. He is a thrifty, 
careful man, and understands farming. As a share-farmer 
he got two-thirds and I got one-third. I supplied the seed 
and ploughs and harrows for the first year. He left me 
with a waggon and six horses. Other men have done 
similarly in the district, Practically no manuring is done. 
Two or three farmers who have manured their soil have 
done well, 

470, What is the value of potato land in the district 1— 
£10 per acre if it is good ground. There is land worth 
more than that, and other land worth not as much. 

471. What is the carrying capacity of the land for 
sheep ?—JIn the basalt country over one sheep to the acre if 
you keep your roughage down, 

472. Mr. Burke.| Is the land suitable for lucerne grow- 
ing ?—No, except on some isolated areas, I can grow it, 
but as a market proposition the land is not suitable. 

473. What area have you?—7,000 acres freehold. I 
have five tenant farmers, We farm about 300 acres on the 
place every year. 

474, Mr. Doe.) Would there be any large trade besides 
the potato trade if the line were built ?—There would be a 
trafic in sheep, fodder, stock, chaff, and corn. On the 
experimental plot on my place 69 bushels of corn to the 
acre have been grown. 

475. Mr, Drummon7.| Jf the proposed railway were 
constructed to Dorrigo aud the line were continued to the 
coast, would stock from Southern Queensland come by 
rail ?—Yes, from as far out as Goondiwindi. Between 
0,000 and 7,000 bales of wool leave Guyra yearly for 
Sydney and Newcastle. 


Hulton Smythe King, farmer, Llangothlin, sworn, and 
examined :— 

476. Mr, Mahony.| What is the size of your farm ?— 

325 acres freehold, and I have adjoining 405 acres of 

conditional purchase, There are great fruit-growing 


possibilities between Inverell and Tingha, <A large pro- 
portion of the land between Tingha and Guyra is suitable 
for grazing, and some is suitable for fruit. About Ollera 
there is some fine country, but it is too far from the 
railway. With railway facilities it could be used for 
dairying in small areas. It is ideal country for mixed 
farming, and, in parts, for potatoes. 

477. Is the land gencrally within the influence of the 
proposed line from Guyra to Inverell as good as yours ?— 
No. I am dairying, and I have some sheep. I also grow 
pctatoes, but I am only two miles from the railway. 


478. Do you know the Tenterden district /—Yes, it is 
suitable for mixed farming. At present it is all under 
sheep. 

479, What would be a decent living area there ?—400 or 
500 acres if it contained a proportion of arable land. <A 
line from Inverell to Guyra would be practically useless 
unless we had a railway direct to the North Coast so that 
we can carry on an interchange of products. ‘The present 
cost of tran:port is too high. A potato farmer on the 
coast probably has to pay £30 per ton for his seed. 


480. What area have you under agriculture !—214 
acres. I have 20 acres of corn in this year, which is really 
an experimental plot. I also have 60 acres under potatoes, 
but the yield has been poor owing to the bad season. I 
have two share-farmers. My yield would not be more 
than 30 cwt. of saleable potatuves, which is under the 
average. 

481, What area have your share-farmers /— They are 
working the whole place. Personally, I do no farming. 


482. Do you consider Guyra is a better potato-growing 
district than yours?—No. -I have averaged as high as 6 
tons to the acre, and have gone as low as 1 ton. 


483. Mr. Drummond.| Does much produce go from this 
district to the north-west ?—At present much of our chaff 
finds a ready market there. 


484. Do you agree that 90 per cent. of farm produce 
grown on the tablelands finds its way to southern Queens- 
land ?--—No. 


485. Where do you find your principal market !—In the 
north-west. A good quantity of potatoes goes to Queens- 
land and to the coast for seed. It costs the North Coast 
farmer £20 or £39 per ton to get it. 

486. Is the s-il in th’s district specially suitable for 
small settlers ?—- Yes, 

487. Are the farmers fairly prosperous here ?—Yes, 92 
the whole. Most of the cultivable land within 12 miles of 
the railway is already under cultivation. I think we have 
reached our maximum area under cultivation for potatoes 
within that radius. 


488. Could you compete with Tasmanian growera whose 
potatoes are largely imported into this State ?—Yes, but it 
depends upon the method adopted. We have not reached 
our maximum production. We are practically the only 
growers in the State who have potatoes to sell in large 
quantities. There would be all the outlet required on the 
North Coast if we had a railway. 


489. Chairman.] Is there a regular market for your chaff 
on the North Coast?—Yes, it is used there largely for 
feeding working horses. 

490. Mr. Doe.]| Have you a large proportion of small 
potatoes ?—Yes, too small for market. 


491. How do you account for the small crop this year !— 
It is due to the drought. Up to a certain size the small 
potatoes are retained for seed. The balance, mixed with 
ruffage, makes good cattle feed. 


492. How many crops of potatoes can you grow in 
succession !/—A number of farmers grow them year after 
year with no thought of rotation. They may put potatoes 
in for four years, and then throw the land over to oats. 


493. Do the farmers keep pigs?—-No; there is no bacon 
factory here. 


494, I understand peas grow well in this district ?—Yes. 
From 6 acres of peas two brothers made £240, 
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Robert Simpson, farmer, Guyra, sworn, and examined :— 


495, Mr, Doe.| What area do you hold?—323 acres. I 
am growing potatoes mostly. My average yield for a 
number of years is about 2 tons of potatoes to the acre. 

496. Where do your potatoes go?—Principally to the 
north-west and some to southern Queensland. 

497. What area have you under potatoes?—50 to 60 
acres. I generally rotate my crop with oats. I do not 
think many growers crop potatoes continuously. With the 
railway the Inverell people would have a much closer 
market in Sydney. 

498, Does the country between Guyra and Dorrigo lend 
itself to closer settlement !—Yes, especially about Guy 
Fawkes. There is better potato land about that district 
than there is at Guyra. It is redder and deeper soil. I 
understand the average yield there is about 9 tons to the 
acre, but they have no means of getting their produce away. 

499. What is the country like between Guyra and Guy 
Fawkes, starting 10 miles out ?-—-There is a great deal of 
mixed farming country and some splendid grazing land. 
While we were selling potatoes at £5 10s. per ton they 
were selling at £20 per ton at Grafton and Tweed Heads. 

500, What would you expect in the way of back loading 
if the railway were built ?—Fruit, including bananas and 
oranges and other things. The Guy Fawkes and Deeryale 
country is the best for closer settlement. 100 acres there 
would be ample for a living area at potato growing. 

501. What is the average value of potato land in this 
district !—I have taken as much as £100 worth of potatoes 
off an acre of land. I suppose the land is worth £15 per acre. 

502, What is the average value of mixed farming land 
here ?—About £5, but it depends on its distance from the 
railway. Jam within 2 miles of the railway and I consider 
my place is worth £10 per acre. 

503. Mr. Burke.| Do you consider the route from Guyra 
to Dorrigo is the best for a connection with the coast !— 
Yes. 

504. Mr. Drummond.| Have you noticed any marked 
increase in farming activity in this district 1—Yes, because 
more land has been taken up and there is more population. 

505. Have your market prices improved in the last few 

years 1— Yes. 

506. Is the market in southern Queensland developing 
to any extent? — Yes, although I do not think it has 
increased much during the last ten years. 


James Wallace, Postmaster, Guyra, sworn, and examined :— 


507. Mr. Travers.] How long have you been here ?—A 
little over a year. I wish to give evidence as the repre- 
sentative of the New Settlers’ League which has selected 
me to go before the Committee in support of a line from 
Guyra to Inverell. 

508. How many settlers are there in the New Settlers’ 
League !—Thirty or forty. The idea of the league is to 
recommend mixed farming in the country between Guyra 
and Dorrigo, but that cannot be done unless a deep seaport, 


with facilities for the shipment of produce overseas, is 
established on the North Coast. The apple-growing indus- 
try in this district has been neglected. xperts recommend 
the planting of four or five varieties here. I have kept in 
my house for months a case of apples taken from my own 
trees, and found hardly a bad one. The New Settlers’ 
League believes that 100 acres between Guyra and Dortigo 
is sufficient for a living area. About 10 acres of that area 
could be put under apples, which, if there were a port on 
the North Coast, could be profitably sent to the London 
market. We recommend planting the Granny Smith, 
Jonathan, and Roan Beauty varieties, which have been 
proved to do well on the northern tableland, Ten acres is 
sufficient to plant 900 trees. Fruit of all descriptions can 
be grown here, but there is no available market. We can 
grow better apples than the Tasmanian apples. Dairying 
can be carried on too. California is one of the most pros- 
perous states in America, due to its number of small Jand- 
holders, and we would do the same, We believe that on 
every 100 acres judiciously surveyed along the route of the 
proposed railway 25 acres would be suitable for farming 
in addition to fruit-growing, Wool from the west would 
go to Coffs Harbour for shipment. 

509. Mr. Travers.| Does the name of your League in- 
dicate that there are a number of new settlers in the 
district ?—Very few new settlers come here owing to no 
available markets -and other hardships. The League was 
established by Sir Arthur Rickard with the object of 
advising the Government on settlement matters in the 
various country districts. 

510. Are many apples grown on the tableland ?— Yes, 

511. Do you consider the present flow of traffic to Sydney 
handicaps the export of apples as /you suggest ?—Yes, and 
the fruit exchange is a bigger handicap. 

512. Has your League considered what would be the 
saving in freight on a line from the tableland to Coft’s 
Harbour as against that by the existing railway ?—Yes, it 
would be much cheaper by the proposed line as the distance 
is so much shorter. 

513. I understand that the policy of the New Settlers 
League is to support the proposed railway from Guyra to 
Inverell] and from Guyra to Dorrigo having regard to the 
establishment of a deep sea port at Coff’s Harbour ?—Yes. 
From Glen Innes to Inverell there is rich land but it is 
black. It is not good potato growing land. It is good 
straw land whieh would be difficult to sell in good seasons. 

514. Do you favour a line from Guyra to Inverell rather 
than from Glen Innes to Inverell ?—Undoubtedly. 

515. Mr. Doe.| Are the apples to be seen in the shop 
windows here of local production /—Not many. 

516. Mr. Mahony.| Do I understand that unless a deep 
sea port were constructed at Coff’s Harbour the proposed 
railway from Guyra to Dorrigo would be of no use to you ? 
—My opinion is that it will not be of much use, but. would 
give a better market for potatoes. A railway from Glen 
Innes to some point on the Clarence river would be of no 
use to us. 


THURSDAY, 31 MAY, 1923. 
[The Committee met in the Shire Council Chambers, Guyra. | 


Yeresent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuarrmay). 


The Hon. JoHn Travurs. 
The Hon. Ropert Mavony. 
Francis Micuart Burkes, Esa. 


Witu1aM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dog, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


David Kennedy Telfer, shire engineer, Guyra, sworn, and 
examined :— 


517. Chairman.| Will you give the Committee your 
views of the proposed railway?—Yes. A line from Guyra 
to Coff’s Harbour would run widway between Newcastle 
and the Queensland border. It would be the best line for 
a connection on the North Coast. Ifa line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo were built it follows that the connection with the 
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west should be from Guyra to Inverell. If a line from 
Glen Innes to Inverell were constructed, people coming 
from the west and north-west would have to change trains 
at Glen Innes and at Guyra, travelling through to the coast 
by the Guyra—Dorrigo line. I have a large experience of 
the north-west and know that people there for health’s sake 
want to travel to the coast at various times. They can 


only travel there by train by going round by Sydney, 
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518. Do you consider that passenger traffic for health’s 
sake would bulk largely in the revenue of a north coastal 
connection !—No, but in the north-west droughts are 
frequent and sheep have to be fed. The most profitable 
way of feeding sheep is with corn which is grown on the 
northern rivers. To reach the north-west that corn has to 
be sent via Sydney or Newcastle. Wheat is not suitable 
for feeding sheep as it is too small, Half a pound of corn 
a day with some roughage will keep sheep alive. Many 
people in the north-west cannot afford to send their sheep 
away for agistment. It would be cheaper to get produce 
by a line from the North Coast. 

519, What other traffic would you expect to materially 
benefit the railway !—There would be a considerable general 
traffic. Produce could be conveyed to the north-west much 
cheaper. All potatoes, butter, and other produce consumed 
in the north-west has to be carried there via Newcastle. 
Most of that produce is produced on the North Coast. It 
would mean a saving to the consignees. Between Inverell 
and Guyra there are several large black soil flats which are 
not cultivated because produce cannot be profitably sent to 
market. About Tenterden and Wandsworth there is some 
very good land. 


George Albert Butt, storekeeper, Guyra, sworn, and 
examined :— 


520. Mr. Doe.| Have you resided long in the district?— 
Twelve or thirteen years. I support the proposal to construct 
a line from Guyra to Dorrigo, 

521. Do you deal in potatoes 1—Yes, they are marketed 
north and south and in Queensland. At present 60 per 
cent. goes to Queensland and 40 per cent. is distributed 
around here, They go to Sydney, Newcastle, and the 
North Coast. 

522. Would a railway from Guyra to Dorrigo be of 
material advantage to the potato-growers in this district? 
—It would change the w’' ole position as far as the north 
was concerned, because we are considerably hampered by 
the long haulage, plus the high cost of transport. To reach 
Lismore and Casino produce from this district has to travel 
387 miles by rail and 200 miles by steamer. By the pro- 
posed railway it would reach the North Coast in about 140 
miles, People would prefer to deal here, but they are not 
prepared to pay the extra charges. Growers on the North 

oast prefer New England seed. 

523. What would be the traffic in seed potatoes between 
this district and the voast !—If we commanded the business 
it would run into 3,000 to 4,000 tons per planting, Last 
year we sent round over 500 tons and we had to meet all 
charges. Consequently, that business was not so good to 
us as the Queensland business. 

524, Would you expect a better price for seed potatoes 
if the railway were built ?/—Well, that is governed by the 
price of table potatoes. 

525. Do you send away small potatoes for seed ?— Small 
and large. 

526. How does the price of small potatoes unmarketable 
for table purposes compare with that of seed potatoes ?— 
lt depends upon the variety. In some cases the small 
selected seed potatoes are dearer than table potatoes. 
Guyra is practically the centre of the New England dis- 
trict, and I look on the proposed railway not from a purely 
local standpoint. We want some scheme to create export 
markets for our produce. Sydney to-day is crammed. 
Everything goes there, and, without direct railway com- 
munication, we are in a hopeless position. 

527. Have you serious difficulty in getting potatoes to 
Sydney !/—Yes, it is an absolute nuisance. Supposing we 
truck on Tuesday, if we are lucky they may catch 
Saturday’s boat, and if we are not lucky they may be held 
up for a week, for which we have to pay handling charges 
and extra charges in and out, The district through which 
the proposed line would pass is beautiful and fertile, and 
the railway must tend to increase population. Our land 
is no use unless it has railway facilities. I could take you 
to a property 10 miles from Guyra that would accommodate 


100 farmers. There are thousands of people on the North 
Coast who want our produce, yet we cannot get it to them 
reasonably, 

528. Is there a possibility of the motor traflic being 
developed between Guyra and Coff’s Harbour !—No, the 
roads are too heavy, Motor traffic can never compete with 
the railway. If it did there would be something wrong 
with the railway. 

529. Motor traffic competes with the railway in places ? 
—Only in isolated places. The construction of the line 
would tend to lessen congestion on the existing railway 
between Sydney and Newcastle, and would overcome many 
difficulties under which we have been labouring. 

530. The estimated receipts from the proposed line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo are £13,000 per annum ?!—I think that 
is a ridiculous estimate. They would amount to much 
more than that. 

531. If the receipts were only £13,000 per annum, it 
would leave an annual loss of nearly £100,000 ?—That is 
ridiculous. In my opinion the line would become in a few 
years, one of the best paying lines in the State. The 
passenger traffic would be exceptionally heavy. Receipts 
from that source would be much more than £13,000 per 
year. Car loads of people travel between Tenterfield and 
Glen Innes and between Glen Innes and Grafton every 
day. 
539, Do you consider that the passenger traffic of the 
southern end of the tableland would equal that of the 
northern end?—Once the railway were constructed, traffic 
on the northern end of the tableland would probably 
diminish considerably. You go fair into the centre of the 
North Coast by the Dorrigo railway. Besides passenger 
tratlic, there would be traffic in produce, goods, and stock. 

533, Mr. Drummond.| Is there a demand in the north- 
west and west for chaff and oats from this district ‘~ Yes, 
always. We could sell everything we have here to-day to 
the north-west and North Coast if we could get it there 
reasonably, 

584. It pays them to buy in Sydney at present, Have 
you inquiries from the north-west for fodder, and what 
quantities are asked for 2—We could sell about 200 tons of 
chaff to the north-west from Guyra. That is the normal 
demand, ; 

535. What would be the increase from there as a result 
of droughts ?—It would be colossal, This part of the 
State would send over 1,000 tons of chaff a month. 

536. Have you much demand from southern Queensland 
for produce ?—No, although we do from Brisbane. Some- 
times we have heavy inquiries from there. 

537. Does it pay you better to send there than to 
Sydney !—Freight is dearer to Brisbane than to Sydney or 
Newcastle. 

538, Do you think the coast would become an active 
competitor with Brisbane and south Queensland for your 
produce ?— Yes. 

539. Would the tendency be to divert produce to the 
coast, rather than to Brisbane !—Yes, a great deal would 
be diverted there. 

540, Have you reason to believe that produce from this 
district to Brisbane goes back to the North Coast {—Well, 
Brisbane ships every week to the Tweed River, 

541. Do you know whether any move has been made in 
this district to stabalise industries by the manufacture of 
power alcohol 1—It has been discussed. 

542, Does the Ebor country compare favourably for 
potato growing with the Guyra country ?—About Guy 
Fawkes the land is equal to any about Guyra. They are 
growing splendid potatoes on Aberfoyle. 

543, Mr. Burhe.] What is your opinion of the land 
between Inverell and Glen Innes !—It is very nice country. 

D44: What effect would the construction of a railway 
between Inverell and Glen Innes have on the proposed line 
from Guyra to Dorrigo !—It would benefit this district. 

545. Mr Mahony.| Where is the land 10 miles from 
Guyra on which so many settlers could be placed 1—It is 
between Bald Blair and Brockley. It is one estate, but 
there are a lot of smaller estates there. Some of it is being 
farmed, 


546. What rate do you pay per ton on potatoes to 
Sydney 1—17s. 7d. To Brisbane it is 14s. 8d. to the 
border, and 18s. 10d. from there on. 

547. Mr. Travers,] Considering that freight from here 
to Brisbane is nearly twice as much as it is from Guyra to 
Sydney why do potatoes go there, is Brisbane a better 
market !—Sometimes. Brisbane is largely dependent upon 
Victoria and Tasmania for potatoes. 

548. Do you send potatoes to Brisbane because you get 
a better price, which more than compensates you for the 
additional freight !—That is one reason. 

549, What is the difference in price of potatoes per ton 
in the Queensland market and the Sydney market /—I 
should say they are occasionally from £1 to £2 per ton 
higher in Brisbane. It is the law of supply and demand. 
Sometimes the Sydney market is better than the Brisbane 
market, and vice versa. We should always be able to send 
potatoes to the North Coast except at the end of the year. 
The population there is increasing, and the consumption 
must be greater. 

550. Do you think a line from Guyra to Dorrigo would 
have a marked effect in increasing the population of the 
North Coast !—Between the commencing point and the 
terminus of the line it would. 

551. You have expressed the opinion that £13,000 per 
annum revenue for the line is a ridiculous estimate ;—have 
you sufficiently studied the railway revenue returns to 

justify that opinion?’—I have had over twenty years’ 
experience of railway traffic conditions and freights. The 
line would pass through a thickly-populated area and the 
best part of New South Wales. I cannot see how the 
return would not be more than £13,000 per year. Passen- 
ger traffic would return more than that. 

552. The Railway Commissioner’s view is that two-thirds 
of the country along the Guyra—Dorrigo route is pastoral 
land and will remain so?—I am sure it is not. 

553. Chairman.| What is the total tonnage of potatoes 
trucked at Guyra in a normal season north and south !— 
Seven or eight years ago it ran into over 450,000 bags, or 
over 30,000 tons of table potatoes. You can reckon on at 
least 25 per cent. in addition as seed. 

554. Do you send potatoes from Guyra by road ?—Ocea- 
sionally they go to places like Tingha. 

555. It has been stated that as you approach Guy 
Fawkes and Dorrigo you enter country of greater value for 
potato-growing than any land around Guyra’?—TI suppose 
there is more virgin country in those parts than there is 


here, Guyra land has been farmed for more than half a 
century. In virgin soil you naturally get greater produc- 
tion. 


556, If the Guyra—Dorrigo line were built what chance 
would the Guyra potato-growers have of successfully com- 
peting with the northern river and south-eastern growers, 
who have less distance by rail in which to supply the same 
market ?—I am not parochial. I do not worry about 
Guyra. Let the Dorrigo people get that traffic if they can. 
The railway must tend to increase our markets. We should 
lose a little in haulage, but if they absorb one market we 
should have another market. 

557. Do you mean that the growers along the Guyra- 
Dorrigo line would be unable to supply the whole of that 
market /—I suppose we could not always supply it. 


Thomas Neil Rae, grazier, near Guyra, sworn, and 
examined ;:— 


558, Mr. Travers.| What is the area of your property ? 
—1,058 acres. I have been in New England all my life, 
with the exception of seven years. Ag valuer for the Guyra 
Shire for fifteen years I have valued thousands of acres 
around here for probate purposes. From Bald Blair to 
Aberfoyle the land is very good for grazing and there is a 
good deal of cultivation ground. There is any quantity of 
land there which will grow potatoes, but it is not all red 
soil. In some seasons it will grow a heavy crop of potatoes, 
while in other seasons it will not grow so much, It is a 
rather light soil, 
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Witnesses—G. A. Butt, T. N. Rae, and J, MeMullin, 31 May, 1923. 


559, Have you formed an estimate of the proportion of 
agricultural land there !—I should say one-third would be 
suitable for agriculture. 

560. What is it like from Aberfoyle on to Ebor ?—After 
you pass Aberfoyle and go through Kangaroo Hills the 
land is good for sheep and dairying, but for cultivation it 
is not too good there. It is good grazing country. 

561, And from Ebor to Dorrigo?—About Ebor there is 
the best potato ground in the district, although it has not 
been worked as our Guyra soil has. ‘The red soil is 10 feet 
deep in places. he Dorrigo country for potato growing is 
better than the Guyra land. 

562, Is there a Jarge area of that land around Ebor ~I 
do not think there is so very much. There are hills of red 
soil that will grow potatves, 

563. What would you say is a fair living area for mixed 
farming along the route of the proposed Guyra—Dorrigo 
line !—50 acres of good potato land, and with another 100 
acres for dairying a man would be pretty comfortable. 

564. What isa living area from Bald Blair to Aber- 
foyle (—-200 acres for mixed farming. 

565. How much for grazing !—500 acres, 

566. What number of sheep would that carry /—I carried 
800 sheep on 600 acres for three years, 

567. How many sheep can be carried in the Aberfoyle 
country /—One sheep to the acre. 

568. Would the same area do in the country from 
Aberfoyle to Ebor 1—No, you would want a larger area. 
There is some poor land further on. It is a sort of mining 
country. In the Dorrigo district I have known 10 tons of 
potatoes to the acre to be grown. 

569. What is the unimproved value of the land to be 
served by a line from Guyra to Dorrigo !—From 30s. up, 
some 25s. and some £2. 

570. What is the unimproved good agricultural land in 
the Ebor district worth?—Twelve years ago land about 
there was worth about 35s. per acre, the unimproved value 
of which is now up to £10 per acre. There is some potato 
land there worth £3 per acre. 

571. What would be the improved value of the land to 
which you have referred /—From £1 to 30s. per acre. 

572. Do you look to a connection with the coast for an 
outlet —Yes, f think it would be a splendid line. In my 
opinion it would suit the whole country very well. I 
believe the Coff’s Harbour connection is the best. From 
Guyra for about 12 miles west there is good agricultural 
land. Further on you enter cultivable and grazing land. 
Right on to Kangaroo Camp there is good grazing country. 
Much of that land will grow corn. Further on you enter 
tin mining country which is not so good, Many years ago 
you could haye bought land here for 8s. per acre. You 
could have bought mine at that price, and I have refused 
£8 per acre for it. 


Joseph MeMullin, storekeeper, Guyra, sworn, and 
examined :— 


573. Mr. Burke.| Do you favour a railway from Guyra 
to Dorrigo ?—Yes, through to the coast. It would pay to 
send potatoes and other produce that way to market, and 
there would be traffic in stock in drought time. Cattle are 
knocked about a great deal being driven on the road, and 
some die. By the railway they could be conveyed to the 
coast in a few hours, 

574. Do you know the route of the proposed railway 
from Guyra to Inverell?—Yes, For 15 miles this end 
there is first-class grazing land, a good proportion of which 
is suitable for agriculture. Some of it will grow potatoes. 

575. What would be a fair living are 12 miles out 7—An 
industrious man could do well on 200 acres. 

576. Do you think a filip would be given the mining 
industry round Tingha if the line were built ?—It seems to 
me that want of water is the greatest trouble there. 

577, What effect would north-western traffic have on the 
proposed line from Guyra to Inverell !—A tremendous one. 
There would be a direct route to the tablelard, and the 
journey would be much shorter to the coast, 


36 
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578. Would there be sufficient trade from the north-west 
to Dorrigo to make lines from Guyra to Inverell and 
Guyra to Dorrigo pay {—Yes, within a reasonable time. I 
believe there is land about Dorrigo superior to the Guyra 
land for potato growing. 

579. What would be a fair cultivation area about 
Dorrigo?!—On 50 acres a man could make a splendid living. 
18 tons of potatoes to the acre have been grown there. 

580. Is Guyra a prosperous district ?—Yes, with fair 
seasons it is the pick of the lot. 

581. Do you agree with other witnesses that with the 
construction of a railway from Guyra to Dorrigo you would 
find a market on the North Coast?’—Well it depends on 
the seasons on the coast. Every season a good deal of 
produce goes from Guyra to Sydney and Newcastle to be 
shipped up the North Coast. I have sent chaff to 
Murwillumbah through Newcastle. 

* 582. Do you believe that a line from Guyra to Dorrigo 
is the best connection ?—I believe it stands on its own by 
reason of the country through which it would pass and [ 


was reared on the land. There would be a good market in 
the north-west, not only for Guyra, but for Dorrigo, in 
produce and timber. 


Robert William Youman, farmer, Black Mountain, 
sworn, and examined :— 


583. Mr. Mahony.| Do you support the proposed railway 
from Guyra to Dorrigo !—Yes, the country as far as Guy 
Fawkes is very suitable for agriculture. I hold 722 acres 
and go in for mixed farming. The Inverell-Guyra- 
Dorrigo railway would give us a shorter route to dispose of 
our potatoes. At present, we have to send them such a 
long way round to market. Our potatoes were once carried 
to Inverell by waggons, but not of late years. Now they 
go by train a long way round. I have had to pay 18s. 6d. 
a bag for chaff when we were getting 3s, cwt. here. 

584. Is there a market for chaff in the Dorrigo district !— 
Yes, they grow no chaff there. We do a little dairying 
here, but it is not strong enough to start a pig industry. 
We used to have a butter factory at Black Mountain. 


WEDNESDAY, 6 JUNE, 1923. 


resent: 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarrmMan). 
| 


Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 
Wituiam Cameron, Esq. 


Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


David Lomas Davidson, engineer-surveyor, Department of 
Public Works, sworn, and examined :— 


585. Chairman.| I understand you have been engaged 
for some time in locating possible sources of electrical 
power in the district north of the proposed railway line 
from Guyra to Dorrigo?—Yes, north and south. 

586. How many years have you been engaged on this 
work ¢—1t will be three years on the 18th of this month. 
The whole of that time has been spent north of a line 
joining Macksville and Armidale. 

587. Can you give the Committee, generally, the result of 
your investigations, such as where those sources are, the 
amount of horse-power they could possibly carry, and how 
far they are from the proposed line ?— Yes. 

588. How would you describe the area you have investi- 
gated?’—The Macleay River and Clarence River watersheds, 
and also some of the western watersheds, including 
Tenterfield Creek, The first scheme that would be available 
to be tied on to this proposal is the falls at Gleniffer. This 
is a tributary of the Bellingen River, but it rises on the 
tableland, and is within 5 miles of the railway, at Megan 
or Wild Cattle Creek. It would cost, approximately, 
£4,000 to get transmisson to that point. ‘The amount of 
power that would be there would depend un the amount of 
storage they cared to put in. It would probably not pay 
t» exceed 5,000 horse-power, and that is available. ‘Ihe 
head is 1,670 feet, dropping off the plateau on to the Never 
Never Creek. That is the first development that could 
be tied on to the railway, to supply power. Going to 
the west, we come to the head of the Rocky Creek. 
The creek could be diverted over the watershed into 
the Bellingen River, with a head of 1,900 fect, and a 
horse-power up to 3,600 feet might be obtained. Both these 
schemes are comparatively cheap because of the high heads 
available. From Dorrigo to Ebor, the line rises 2,000 feet, 
and in order to avoid the numerous tributaries of the 
Nymboida River, it has had to take the escarpment of the 
tableland. Nearly all these tributaries have power avail- 
able, but there is only one which is suitable for immediate 
development in a cheap manner ; that is the one on Jock’s 
Water and Major’s Creek. There is over 1,100 feet head 
available there, and the horse-power available would be 
4,000. The scheme would be within 4 miles of the 
proposed railway. * Proceeding to the village of Ebor, there 


is a scheme within half a mile of the proposed line. 
This scheme is possibly the cheapest to develop owing 
to the that fact that there is a large storage avail- 
able; and it is quite a cheap proposition because there 
is a good site for a dam. From Ebor to Guyra there 
is no scheme which couid be put in that would assist, 
except one of the big schemes which are available on 
the head waters of the Macleay River, that is the Styx 
River, the Oskey River, and the Chandler River. 
On each of those there is a head of over 1,000 feet 
available. Of the three, the Styx River might be 
harnessed to supply the whole of the power. The Styx 
River is the largest of the tributaries of the Macleay, 
as it drains a big part of the plateau, and gets a high rain- 
fail. The Styx River development would be 17 miles from 
the proposed line of reilway. With regard to the Oakey 
and the Chandler schemes, I am of the opinion they would 
not be of much use for the electrification of the line, owing 
to the heavy cost of storage, but there is ample power for 
the electrification of the line for probably five or ten years. 
Of the four schemes I have spoken of —that is the Gleniffer, 
the Rocky, the Major’s Creek, and the Ebor—it may turn 
out that it will pay to put in a fairly big scheme at the 
Styx, but that is a question which the Department will 
have to determine at a later stage when it has worked up 
the facts. In dealing with the desirability of electrifying 
the line, the Official Committee on Land Settlement stated 
that it could not recommend the proposal of a line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo, principally on account of the heavy 
grades and the earthworks between Dorrigo aud Ebor. 
I'he Committee possibly assumed that the cost would be 
similar to that in the case of the line from Glenreagh to 
Dorrigo, That would appear to be so if steam traction 
were used, This matter was the subject of a deputa- 
tion to the Minister for Public Works who visited the 
district recently. The Committee suggested it was desir- 
able that the line should be swung to the north to 
serve the middle of the basalt country. The official 
committee in reporting against the line from Dorrigo 
to Guyra stated it was undesirable because it hugged 
the top of the waterstied, and would not serve the country 
to the north. If electrified it would not be tied down 


so much to the configuration of the country, and the 
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district: would be better served than if the line were main- 
tained for steam traction hugging the top of the mountain 
which would not give the people the service they imagined 
they would: get. If the Gorge scheme were constructed, 
power would be available within 55 miles for the whole 
railway line from Guyra to Dorrigo. It would probably 
pay if taken for that purpose as it is generated at a place 
where there would be 100,000 horse-power available. It 
is a question of power and of policy which scheme should 
be used in the electrification of the line. Power is avail- 
able within 55 miles at the Gorge; 17 miles at the Styx 
River; 4 mile at Ebor; 4 miles at Jock’s Water and 
Major’s Creek ; 6 miles at Gleniffer; and Rocky Creek 
is within 5 miles. Those schemes could supply ample 
power for the completion of the electrification from Glen- 
reagh to Guyra. 

589. What would be the total power from the schemes 
in close proximity to the line?—That cannot be stated 
definitely as we do not know what can be obtained from the 
Styx River. It may safely be assumed that 20,000 horse- 
power would be available at the Styx. If only four trains 
a day were run on this line, probably one of the smaller 
schemes would suffice. Much would depend on the weight 
of train that the Commissioners would run, An ordinary 
goods train would take about 2,400 horse-power. 

590. Do you mean that 2,400 horse-power wouid have 
to be always available?—When the train was running. 
_ With four trains a day 10,000 horse-power might be re- 
quired. 

591. You would want 2,400 horse-power per train ?— 
Yes. Assuming 12 miles back from the rail head at 
Dorrigo and 12 miles from Guyra would come within the 
influence of the line, 350 square miles of basalt country 
would be served on each side. ‘That country is practically 
ready for subdivision. There are no forest reserves of any 
magnitude, and we would not use the scrub timber. 

592. Have you been over this country ?—Yes, and I 
know it very well. Ihave picked up the contacts with the 
various formations and I am supplying that information to 
the geological survey branch. Information is available 
showing the areas of basalt country in New South Wales. 
Tt will be noted that wherever there is much population 
there are large areas of basalt country. <A line that would 
best serve that class of country should be adopted. The 
estimate of 350 square miles of basalt country which would 
be served between Dorrigo and Guyra is a very conser- 
vative one. It is taken from the plan, which T have 
closely verified during the past twelve months. 

593. How far west does that area extend?—From 
Dorrigo to Ebor. But there is another patch close to the 
end of the line at Guyra on the Wongabinda station. 

594. About one-third of the area along the proposed line 
going west from Dorrigo is basaltic?—Yes. From Ebor 
towards Aberfoyle the country is very poor; it is of slate and 
of granite formation. South of the range is Woolomombi 
station, which embraces nearly the whole of the country 
between the Armidale-Kempsey road and the proposed line 
from 3 to 5 miles in width. The head-waters of the 
Chandler, the Oakey, and Styx rivers, would be under con- 
trol at that station. It is well known that the greater 
part of that area is suitable for farms up to 1,000 acres as 
a living area. 

595. What is the nature of that country 1—Slate, merg- 
ing into granite when you get towards the Round Moun- 
tain. That is the highest mountain in New England; it is 
500 feet higher than Ben Lomond. 

596. What is the dividing range there popularly known 
as !—Bushman’s Range and the Snowy Mountains. 

097. Mr. Travers.| According to modern railway prac- 
tice, what would be a suitable grade for the line with 
electric power 1—I submit 1 in 22. Anything above that 
would make it prohibitive from the point of view of the 
drawbar strength of the rolling-stock, and it would take too 
much power to shift the tiain. 

598. On a grade of 1 in 22, what load have you in 
mind ?—The ordinary load hauled over the ruling grades in 
New South Wales. 


Witness—D. L, Davidson, 6 June, 1923. 


599. About 400 tons?—400 to 450 tons. ‘The line, of 
which this will be a continuation, has a ruling grade of | 
in 36 with a 7-chain curve. We could continue with a 
7-chain curvature and a grade of 1 in 22, and the line could 
be built practically wherever desired. The cost of the 
bridges over the streams would have to be considered. ‘lhe 
main thing with regard to the cost and the grades is that 
the cost of the heavy cut and fill such as had to be faced 
on the first portion of the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo 
will be saved. That could be entirely cut out. 

600. Have you studied what is the modern practice in 
regard to grades on electric railways in other parts of the 
world ?—I have been in touch with the latest electrical 
proposals in Melbourne and Brisbane, and haye endeavoured 
to gain information from all parts of the world, and to 
apply it to the present problem. But no two sets of con- 
ditions are the same, especially in New South Wales. 
Electrification so far undertaken or contemplated in Aus- 
tralia has been for heavy metropolitan traffic. It has been 
assumed by a number of railway engineers that electrifica- 
tion is suitable only for that class of traffic ; but in other 
parts of the world some reports have been strongly in favour 
of long haulage for heavy goods trains by means of electri- 
fication. This is specially desirable in hilly country, and 
where there is not much traffic. If an example is wanted 
there is the haulage over the American Rockies. 

601. Is electricity used there !—Yes ; the question of 
gradient is quite elastic, and an engineer would exercise his 
judgment. to best suit the conditions ; it may be to get a 
gradient of 1 in 25 or 1 in 30. Another factor in electri- 
fication of the line is that the wear and tear upon the rails, 
owing to the better control of the train and the better 
braking facilities, is not nearly so great. That is a big 
factor in a line which will take heavy traffic through to a 

ort. 

; 602. I take it your opinion is that if the line between 
Dorrigo and Guyra were electrified the cost of construction 
could be considerably reduced !—I think it could be very 
materially reduced. 

603. Would your scheme apply also to the line from 
Dorrigo to Glenreagh where there is a fairly heavy grade !— 
Had it been considered in the first place there would have 
been an entirely different tale to tell in regard to the cost. 
I am strongly of that opinion. 

604. In what way do you mean ?—By the avoidance of 
the heavy cuts and fills which had to be kept to in order to 
obtain access to the town of Dorrigo. Ifa grade of lin 22 
had been obtained a lot of rough country would have been 
avoided. 

€05. They are using a ruling grade of 1 in 36%—Yes, 
and a curve of 7 chains radius. It was suggested that 
owing to the failure of part of that line, due to heavy rain- 
fall, it would not pay to connect through to the coast. In 
order to settle that point, in April last, during the heavy 
rainfall then experienced, namely, 32 inches within a month, 
T rode over the whole of that line in the rain and saw the 
behaviour of the work, and I am of opinion that the line 
will stand up to any traflic if the Commissioners will take 
a little more precaution in side drainage. 

606. Is it almost impossible to apply electric power to the 
Dorrigo-Glenreagh line from the schemes you suggest !— 
Oh, no. It is quite possible and desirable. If an endeavour 
had been made to locate a grade of 1 in 22 or smaller, they 
would not have been put to the expense they were in con- 
structing that line. 

607. Under present conditions, if your scheme. were in 
operation, it would be quite practicable ; that is you have 
sufficient power to apply it to the Glenreagh—Dorrigo line?— 
Precisely. ‘The Glenreagh line comes within 5 miles of 
Megan ; and there is a scheme at Rocky Creek. The line 
could be divided into three sections. 

608. If electric power were used on this line, would there 
be any engineering difficulties from Deervale North to 
Tyringham, which I understand is good country 2_No. 
The engineering difficulties with steam traction are so great 
that Mr. Kennedy, who is probably the most brilliant man 
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we have in railway location, used that fact to state that the 
official committee could not entertain the Guyra—Dorrigo 
line. 

609. ‘hat was in regard to Tyringham?—Yes. ‘The line 
had to follow the highest part of the tableland, and therefore, 
from an engineering point of view, could not serve the 
country for land settlement. 

610. The Chairman said that the cost of putting three 
bridges over three creeks between Deervale and Tyringham 
would be very expensive, and perhaps not justified by the 
area of good country which would be served 1—That might 
appear to be so if we considered steam traction with a com- 
paratively flat ruling grade; but it must be understood 
that you could coast down a steep grade, and none of those 
streams, though perennial, is considerable in size, even in 
flood time. 

611. After railway purposes have been met right across 
to Guyra, would there be electric power available for indus- 
trial purposes¢’—There would be ample power available, 
because we could get a variation of load. The load factor 
is a difficult thing to explain. For instance, the trains 
might be run when the settlers are not milking their cows. 

612. How far north and south of the proposed line does 
your power extend ?—-It can be extended as far as the market 
will justify it. If we had a load 300 miles we could trans- 
mit it. There are no engineering difficulties; it is a 
financial proposition. 

613. What would be the leakage !—Not more than 5 per 
cent. It would depend upon the voltage and the market. 

614, What is the result of your experience with electri- 
fication in Victoria with regard to grades; what are they 
aiming at !—-It is being considered there from the point of 
view we are viewing it from in Sydney—the electrification 
of the metropolitan tramway and railway systems, purely 
for flat lines. They only want it to accelerate their traffic. 
The trouble with steam haulage is that you cannot accelerate 
traffic between stations. 

615. What is the steepest grade in Victoria !—It cannot 
be more than 1 in 40. As far as I can ascertain, in no 
part of the world, except Sweden, have they ever attempted 
to locate primarily with regard to electrified railways. In 
all cases--and that is where we are in a difficult position 
with regard to this line—they have electrified lines located 
for steam traction, and that is why I think the Railway 
Commissioners should be asked to at least run a trial survey 
for an electrified line between these two points (Dorrigo to 


Guyra), and then the criterion would be whether there was 
a saving in cost with the power developed from these hydro- 
electric schemes as compared with earthworks and fuel 
charges. 

616. It has been stated that in other parts of the world 
it has been found, in order to draw heavy loads, it is not 
advisable to have a steeper grade than 1 in 40 with electric 
traction ?—I have not heard it stated. It is a most extra- 
ordinary statement, and will have to be considered with the 
statement I have already made that I have set to find a 
line which has been located with a view to electrification 
generally—the lines have been located for steam haulage. 


617. Mr. Doe.] This line could be run to Inverell!—Yes. 
Inverell is close to a coal deposit. Power could be generated 
there. The power generators, whether water, steam, or 
oil, could be linked up. If one broke down, the others 
could take up the load. Inverell is in rather a favoured 
position in that respect. 

618. Where coal is procurable reasonably handy and 
reasonably cheap, how does it compare with water in electric 
power production?—I think that coal would win. It 
would depend on the market and the distance from the 
point of production. Each case would present a different 
problem. No competent engineer argues blindly for power 
production by coal, and opposes hydro-electric development. 
With water power there are no strikes, but insurance 
against drought is heavy. 

619. Would it be better to bring the power from the 
Gorge scheme than to harness up the smaller schemes 
nearer to the line ?—It has been proved that it is better to 
generate at one huge station and transmit. If there is not 
a market to justify that huge investment, it may be that, 
for ten or twenty years, it would pay to put in the smaller 
schemes, When the big scheme was put in, the others 
could be linked up. 

620. Is there not an electric plant near Dorrigo —Yes, 
which is being used for the butter factory, sawmill, furni- 
ture factory and the village of Dorrigo with about two 
hundred householders. It is to supplement that scheme 
that I have been working on the Gleniffer Rocky Creek 
scheme and with a view to supplying Coffs Harbour and 
other places. 

621. Is that privately owned and controlled !—It is 
owned by the shire. It is the co-operative butter factory 
there which has made it a fair financial proposition. 


TUESDAY, 12 JUNE, 1923, 
[The Committee met in the Public Hall, Aberfoyle. | 


Present: — 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francois Micuarn Burke, Ese. 


The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


Witt1amM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Doz, Esa. 
Daviy Henry DrumMMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Alfred Randolph Brazier, grazier, Avonbrook, Armidale, 
sworn, and examined :— 


622. Chairman.) Where is your property ?— Part at 
Aberfoyle and part at Wangwibinda. T have prepared a 
statement for the information of the Committee, as 
follows :—Description of country along proposed line.—At 
about 3 miles to the north, granite formation ; to the south, 
at about 3 miles, a splendid belt of basalt country, com- 
prising about 30,000 acres. The country is of granite and 
trap formations eminently suitable for raising sheep, being 
sound, and producing the highest quality of wool, and it is 
interspersed all through with about 30 per cent. of farming 
land which would grow any class of crop suitable to a cold 
climate. This area is most suitable for sheep-farming, 
dairying, and fruit growing. For sheep-farming a living 
area would be 1,280 acres ; for dairying and mixed farming, 
640 acres. The basalt country is of high quality, and a 


living area would be 250 to 300 acres. Carrying capacity, 
one sheep to the acre; large stock, one to 7 acres. Water, 
—The whole of the country is exceptionally well watered. 
the rivers and creeks being permanent. Timber.—The 
whole of the country carries excellent timber for building 
and fencing, and, in addition, to the north, about 10 miles, 
there is a very large area of forest land carrying a large 
variety of marketable timber, such as stringy-bark, spotted 
gum, grey gum, blue gum, cedar, box, yellow and white. 
The country is easy of access. Minerals.—At about 
10 miles to the north there is a large belt of country 
carrying copper ore of a low grade, which with Jow 
freights would become of commercial value, This has 
been prospected and opened up, but the high cost of haulage 
prevented it being worked. ‘The same country carries gold. 
At one time, at Bare Hill, 500 men were employed, and the 


local miners are quite confident there is good reef gold still 
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there. 


high grade ore. Reeent assays give 12,000 oz. to the ton. 
There are at present nineteeti men employed on the lode, 
There is also a big arsenic lode which has just been opened 
up. Land ayailable.—There are about 43,000 acres avail- 
able for closer settlement all within 10 miles of'the pro- 
posed line. ‘The country carries a large population of small 
holders, Jiving on and working their own holdings of 1,280 
acres, ‘These men are all prosperous. The older holders 
have reared large families, and assisted their sons to go on 
the land; thereby proving the suitability of the land for 
small holdings. 

623. How far east from the 14-mile pry is the country 
you have described 1—10 miles. 

624, How much country north and south of that 10 
miles haye you embraced ?+-10 miles on each side of thie line. 

625. Of that area you say 30 per cent. is agricultural 
country ’—Yes, 

626. The whole of that area, I presume, is already 
alienated ?—Yes; practically all. 

627. In what sizé holdings is it generally held ?@—'The 
majority of holdings would be 1,280 acres. There are 
larger and smaller areas. 

628, What are the large areas Aberfoyle, with 22,000 
acres, would be the largest. J.yndhurst would be about the 
same size, but the area I have dealt with only embraces a 
portion of that holding. 

_ 629, Take the basaltic country, 250 or 300 acres of which 
would be sufficient to enable aman to make a living ;— 
what class of living would he have to go in for !—Dairying 
or farming, potatoes, oats, corn, or wheat. 

630. On the larger holding of 1,280 acres what stock 
would a man ke able to carry !—A sheep to the acre under 
improved conditions, year in and year out. 

631, What would be the effect upon the area you are 
dealing with of the construction of this proposed line ?—I 
take it that the land would be subdivided and used for 
closer settlement, with the result that there would be an 
increase in population and in production. 

632. What would be the fair average value of the basaltic 
country ?—About £4 per acre. 

633. And of that class of country, on 640 acres of which 
a man could make a decent living !—£3 to £3 10s, 

634. And what would be the value of that land, of which 
a man would require to hold 1,280 acres }—About £3. 

635. How long have you been in the distriet !~-Thirty- 
six years, 

636. Have you notiecd any recent developments 1—No ; 
I think the district is going back rather than progressing. 
The reason for that is the want of a railway serviee, 

637. If the proposed line were built, where would you 
look for your markets for the produce of the distriet—east 
or west ?—For our agricultural produce I think there would 
be a market east and west. The coastal districts would 
absorb our chaff and potatoes. 

638. In which direction would your woel and fat stock 
g o!—With a port established at Coff’s Harbour they would 
go in that direction for shipment direct, 

639. Mr, Burke.| You say the district is going back? — 
It is going back in this way: that some of the smaller 
helders have sold their properties; and there is a tendency 
for the aggregation of large holdings, 

640. Would those small holders be people who have 
come here in recent years?—-No; most of them have been 
in the district for many years. When I say the district 
is going back, I mean that it is not progressing as it should, 

641, Take the country from Guyra to Aberfoyle ; is that 
all good country 1—Yes, practically the whole of it, There 
are small areas which are rough and stony, but it is sound 
grazing land, and a good deal of it is good farming land, 

642, Have you considered the question of a further 
extension of the line from Guyra to Inverell1—Yes, I 
think it is absolutely necessary in conjunction with the 
line to the coast. 

643. In the absence of that line would the proposed line 
from Guyra to Dorrigo be beneficial 1— Yes, but I think we 
should reap a greater benefit if we hada through connection 


To the south about 10 miles there is a silver lode of 
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with the north-west. It would give us facilities for sending 
our surplus stock to the fattening districts, whilst the 
people of Ebor would find a market for their potatoes. 

644, With railway facilities where would your best 
market for potatoes be’—On the coast. A certain pro- 
portion would go to the north-west, because that country 
is not adapted for growing potatoes, 

645. Do you think the existing line from Inverell to the 
north-west would be a feeder to the proposed line from 
Guyra to Dorrigot—Yes, and I think this would be a 
feeder to the northern line. : 

646, Mr. Travers.| Take 10 miles north and south of the 
proposed line between Aberfoyle and Ebor; what percent- 
age would be good farming laid !—The percentage in that 
direction would be smaller; Ishould say about 20 per cent, 
There is an area of Gulf country to the north when you 
pass Aberfoyle, which might considerably reduce the 
farming area. 

647. Is there any appreciable area of basaltic country 
east of Aberfoyle ’—About 30,000 acres, situated south of 
the line. 

648, Where is the mineral country to which you have 
referred {—North of the line, near Warden’s Mistake. 
Several copper shows have been opened up. ‘The reefs are 
of considerable size, but they carry low grade ore, and they 
are not payable without cheaper transit to market. The 
present cost of haulage to the railway, 26 miles, is £3 per 
ton. 

649, Do you know whether any of that low grade ore 
has been sent to Guyra, or whether any has been treated at 
the mine !—No, they are only prospecting. 

650. What have you to say with regard to the timber 
possibilities ?—There is an area of 30,000 acres of good 
forest land to the north of the line. I think it is a mining 
reserve, but it is mostly Crown leases. 

651. What class of timber does the country carry {— 
Stringy-bark, spotted gum, white, grey, and blue gums, 
There is also cedar, but not in very large quantities. 

652. Are the hardwoods of good commercial value ?— 
Yes, 

653. Where is the present market for stock raised in the 
district 1—Most of it goes to the north-west. Sometimes’ 
the stock travels to Guyra and sometimes it is taken by 
road right through. 

654. Do you send any large number of stock from this 
district to the north-west ?—-Large numbers of store stock 
are sent every year, 

655, Would the construction of a line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo be helpful to you in that regard?—.Yes; stock raised 
in this district could be put on the train, and it could go 
straight through to the north-western country if there was 
an additional line from Guyra to Inverell. Such a line 
would be very helpful in time of drought, 

656. Do you look upon a line from Guyra to Inverell ag 
complimentary to the proposed line ?—I do. 

657. Could the proposed line stand on its own from the 
standpoint of development ?—I think so. 

658, Mr. Drwmmond.| Between Aberfoyle and Ebor 
there is a stretch of fairly rough country on the Snowys; 
is that area of any considerable extent?—I think 3 or 4 
miles from east te west would get over the poor elass of 
lands there. It is poor granite country, but it is not 
extensive. 

659. Would that area adversely affect the revenue 
possibilities of the proposed line?—I do not think so; it 
would be ideal fruit-growing country. 

660. There is said to be an area of good land in the 
vicinity of the Doughboys—where is ‘that ?—About 11 miles 
from Aberfoyle. In extent I should say it would be from 
12,000 to 14,000 acres. It is basaltic country and a good 
portion of it would be suitable for farming. On the best 
of that country I should say that from 200 to 250 acres 
would constitute a living area. 

661 Has this been a normal season?—It has been 
abnormally dry ; in fact it is the dryest season on record. 

662. What has been-your experience with sheep ; have 
you found it necessary to shift them from this district in a 
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dry season ?—It is a very rare thing for sheep to be sent 
away from this district. The experience of the past has 
shown that we can carry sheep continuously. 

663. From your knowledge of the country would you 
say that generally it is well improved from a grazing point 
of view ?7—It is not improved to the utmost, but it has all 
had a certain amount of improvement, and it could be 
improved much more. 

664. Would you say that the country is ready for closer 
settlement !—I think so, provided the railway is built. In 
event of railway communication, the land would be at once 
subdivided on the lines I have laid down. 

665. Mr. Doe.| You have expressed the opinion that this 
line will pay in about five years, According to the Railway 
Commissioner it will be necessary before the line pays to 
make up about £100,000 a year; do you really believe that 
the loss could be made good in the period mentioned }— 
Knowing the quality of the land between here and the 
coast, and the timber resources of the area, the Railway 
Commissioner’s estimate of revenue is altogether too low. 

666. What development do you expect to take place in 
the district which would result in providing a revenue for the 
railway sufficient to cover the interest charge and working 
expenses ?—When I expressed the opinion that the line 
would pay in five years I merely had in view the cost of 
running a train; I was not allowing for the interest. 

667. Where do you send your wool?’—To Sydney. 

668. What does it cost per ton to get it there }—About 
£4. 

669. What produce other than wool do you raisc !— 
Wool and stock are practically the only things we send to 
market and that practically all goes to Sydney. 

670, Mr. Mahony.| Is there any farming in the dis- 
trict ?—No, there is no market for farm produce, and people 
have no inducement to grow more than sufficient for their 
own requirements. 

671. Has any portion of the country been tried for 
dairying !—No. 

672. Do you think it is dairying country ?—Yes, 

673, Unless you have a port will the line be of any 


advantage 1—It would be of some advantage, but with a- 


» rt the benefit would be increased. 

674. What would be the advantage of a port, would it 
enable you to ship your produce overseas ?—Yes. 

675. Do you think you could get a suitable port for that 
purpose }—Yes, at Coffs Harbour. 

676. How would you get over the difficulty of the wool 
sales which are generally held in some big centre ?—By 
establishing a market at Coff’s Harbour. 

677, Mr. Cameron.| Where do you dispose of your 
surp'us stock ?—Wherever we can find a market? Mostly 
they go to the fattening districts. Sometimes we fatten 
and send to the mai ket. 


John Brazier, grazier, Aberfoyle, sworn, and 
examined :— 


678. Mr. Cameron.| What is the situation and area of 
your property ?—About 2 miles east of Aberfoyle ; 3,200 
acres. 

679. What do you run on that area ?—Sheep and cattle. 

680. What do you estimate the carrying capacity at ?— 
In a good average season, roughly speaking, a sheep to the 
acre, and one beast to 7 or 8 acres. 

681. Have you found the seasons to vary to any extent? 
—-Yes; 1888, 1895, 1902, 1907, and 1915 were dry 
seasons. I have known this place for fifty years, and the 
present season is the worst we have ever had. 

682. In the event of the line being constructed, would 
you go in for any other form of production !— Personally I 
should still keep on with stock, but there is no reason why 
a man should not put in a little patch of cultivation. 

683. How much of your 2,300 acres would be suitable 
for agriculture?—There is not too much first-class land ; 
there are just little patches. The country would do for 
mixed farming. With the help of fertilisers I have success- 
fully grown barley and wheat for fodder purposes, 


684. Even with a railway you consider that your 
country would be put to its best use for grazing !—Yes. It 
might do for a little dairying if you could get your stuff to 
market. 

6844. Do you breed sheep —Yes, I have been breeding 
for the last forty years. 

685. Where do you sell your surplus?—It has to go to 
Sydney. With a railway we could send to Coff’s Harbour. 

686. What would you do at Coft’s Harbour ?—Establish 
slaughter-houses, kill there, aud truck the chilled stuff to 
Sydney, where it could be exported to the other side of the 
world, 

687. Do you anticipate that any increase of settlement 
would result from the construction of the proposed line?— 
People could live on smaller areas if they had facilities for 
marketing their produce and for getting their supplies back 
at a reasonable rate. Under those conditions I think that 
the population would be doubled in a few years, and there 
would be no necessity for people to leave the district. 

688. Would you be prepared to make your land availabie 
for settlement in the event of the line being constructed 1— 
Yes, if I got a reasonable price. 

689. It has been suggested that the line should be exten- 
ded from Guyra to Inverell; do you think such a connec- 
tion would be of any advantage to this district }—Yes, I am 
certain of it. 

690. Do you think that a connection between Guyra and 
Inverell would be better than any other connection with 
the Northern line!—It would be more direct. In a dry 
time stock could be sent here or we could send stock to the 
north-west. The present cost of transport is prohibitive. 

691. What did you get for your wool last year 1—31 7d. 
—that was the highest price. 

692. This must be good wool-growing country !—I do not 
think there is any better in the world. I only go by the 
markets. There is nothing to beat our New England wool. 


Samuel Kelly, grazier, Aberfoyle, sworn, and examined :— 


693. Mr. Travers.] Where is your property situated {— 
9 miles south-west of Aberfoyle. I have 1,500 acres and I 
have been on the one place for forty years. 

694. What are you doing at present with your land {— 
Grazing sheep and cattle. I have from 1,000 to 1,200 
sheep and from 100 to 200 cattle. 

695. What is the carrying capacity—a sheep to the 
acre /—Somewhere near that, improved. 

696. Have you done any farming / A bit. We havea 
lot of farming Jand, but we are too far from a market to 
profitably dispose of our produce. We only farm for our 
own use and for the supply of neighbours round about. 
We cultivate 40 or 50 acres. On that area we produce oats, 
potatoes, corn, and pumpkins. 

697. How much land have you under potatoes ?—About 
7 acres. We grow mostly corn and oats for chaff. 

698. What proportion of your 1,500 acres is suitable for 
agriculture ?—I should say nearly 50 per cent, It is all 
basalt country. 

699. How many tons of potatoes to the acre have you 
been getting!—Four and five, and sometimes six; it 
depends on the season. 

700. Is there much potato-country on your area ?—No, 
it is too heavy ; it is better adapted for oats or corn. 

701. How far are you from a railway-station now ?—18 
miles from Guyra. 

702. If the proposed line were constructed would it be 
an inducement for you to go in for agriculture ?— Yes, 


703. What area would you be prepared to utilise in that 
way ?—From 500 to 600 acres—mostly corn and oats, 

704, Where would you expect to find a market for your 
corn and oats in the event of the line being constructed }— 
We should certainly find a market in the north-west for 
oats and potatoes because they cannot grow potatoes in 
that part of the State. 

705. Taking the agricultural land on your area, what 
would represent a reasonable living area?—It would all 
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‘depend on what you went in for. With mixed farming or 
dairying I would say about 390 acres, and for oats and 
corn about the same. 

706, Do you think the country is adapted for dairying? 
—Yes, You can grow any sort of English grasses on that 
country of mine. I have tried them. 

707. Have you tried lucerne?—No ; the country is too 
cold, but for English grasses it is really good. 

708. Do you think a connection with the coast would be 
of any advantage !—It must be. There is a good deal of 
timber on the country east of Aberfoyle. I am sure that 
we could also get rid of a lot of produce. 

709. Do you think you would be able to develop a fereign 
trade !—I cannot say. 

710, Mr. Drummond.| ‘Takirg the country between 
Aberfoyle and Guyra, generally speaking, is it improved ? 
—I think it is. 

711. As a practical man do you consider that that 
improvement is the necessary forerunner of successful 
closer settlement ?—I am sure of it. 

712. Land should be improved by grazing before closer 
settlement for agricultural purposes is undertaken ?—Yes, 
and from a grazing standpoint all this land is improved. 

713. And because it is improvel its chances as an area 
for closer settlement are enhanced ? —Yes. 

_ 714. Mr. Doe.) What English grasses do you grow 1— 
rye, philarus, fescue, meadow fescue, and Poverty Bay rye. 


Alfred Macquarie Holland, grazier, Armidale, sworn and 


examined :— 


_ 715. Mr. Drummond.] What is the area of your pro- 
petty ?—3,750 acres. It is situated about 7 miles east of 
Aberfoyle. I have a statement affording particulars of 
the land situated from 24 to 33 miles east of Guyra, and for 
10 miles on each side of the proposed railway :—Area, 
115,200 acres; population, 200 persons; stock raised and 
marketed, 10,000 sheep, 2,000 cattle; carrying capacity, 
14 acres to one sheep, and 15 acres to 1 grown beast (in- 
clusive), z.e., 15 acres would carry 10 sheep and 1 grown 
beast. About 3,000 acres in the north-eastern portion of 
this area is falls or gulch country, and is of very little 
value for settlement. On this portion, however, there are 
waterfalls, highly suitable for the generation of hydro- 
electric power. On the balance of the area a holding of 
1,200 acres would be a living area for one man, wife, and 
two children, the land to be used for grazing purposes. 
With railway facilities the area would maintain a much 
larger population, as a very considerable portion is suitable 
for dairying and mixed farming, fruit and vegetable growing. 
All kinds of English fruits grow particularly well, especially 
apples, cherries, and plums. Potatoes and swede turnips 
grow exceptionally well, and as much as 20 tons of swede 
turnips have been taken off 1 acre. Maize and oats can 
also be profitably grown, but owing to the hum‘dity of the 
climate, this country is not suitable for wheat-growing. 
On the area mentioned numerous antimony reefs have been 
opened up, but, owing to the high cost of cartage they 
could not be successfully worked at the present time. 
There is one lode of silver now being worked. Wool 
production: approximately 561,000 lb. greasy wool 
annually. Forest wealth: About £150,000 worth of first- 
class hardwood timber. 

716. What area of good basaltic land is there in the 
stretch of country you have dealt with ?—I should say 
about 6,000 or 7,000 acres. 

717. In the event of a railway being built what would 
represent a living area on that class of country ?—About 
300 acres. 

718. Taking the average country you say that 1,200 
acres would represent a living area ?—Yes, that is for 
grazing purposes only; the basaltic country is not included 
in that. 

719. When you say 1,200 acres represents a living area 
you mean under present conditions ?—Yes. 


720, Assuming a railway was built what would be a fair 
living area ?—A lot of it would be the same; it would be 
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only suitable for sheep. Perhaps half of it would be 
suitable for mixed farming and fruit-growing, and ‘a man 
could do with a smaller area. 

721. Under existing conditions a man could do nothing 
but graze—he could not farm ?—No. 

722. With a railway brought within 10 miles, there is an 
i of land which could be used for farming purposes ?— 

es. 

723. As a practical man could you greatly reduce this 
area ?—Certainly, with railway facilities. 

724. Do you consider that it is essential to closer settle- 
ment that the country should be improved by grazing 
before it is made available ?—It is no doubt helpful because 
the country is ringbarked. 

725. Apart from the cost of clearing is the ground in a 
better condition to respond to closer settlement ?—I aim 
sure of it. 

726. Taking the average area in this district is it fai.iy 
improved from a grazing point of view ?—Yes. 

727. Chatirman.| The first witness told us that land in 
this locality might be divided into three classes—basaltic 
country from 200 to 300 acres of which would give a fair 
living; second-class country, 640 acres of which would 
represent suitable areas for dairying and mixed farming; 
and other country, 1,280 arces of which would be required 
purely for grazing—do you agree that that is a fair des- 
cription of the country to be served by the proposed 
line ?—I think it is. 

728. Mr. Doe.| It has also been suggested that a 
necessary complement to the proposed line is a further 
extension from Guyra to Inverell, do you agree with 
that ?—I should say that if the proposed line is built it 
would be essential from the view point of this district to 
connect with Inverell. . 

729. Mr. Drummond.| If the proposed line were con- 
structed do you think that the absence of a connection 
with Inverell would adversely affect the revenue returns ?— 
I should say that the line between Guyra and Dorrigo 
would pay, but if it was linked up with Inverell it. would 
have a national aspect. 

730. With a line right through from the coast to the 
north-west, the interchange of traffic would occur would 
add to the paying possibilities of the proposed line, is that 
your opinion ?—Certainly. 

731. As a grazier can you see any advantage is carrying 
the line through to Inverell ?—Certainly. In the first 
place starving stock could be brought here from as far 
back as Mungindi. Then we could send our store stock 
in that direction to be fattened, and that would be a big 
asset to us. Then take flour. If the people along the 
North Coast want flour it could come right through from 
Inverell, instead of going to Newcastle as at present. 
There would be a great saving in freight. 

732. Is this country used in drought times for the relief 
of starving stock 7—Yes. | 

733. Taking a run of ten seasons in how many would you 
have to shift stock from this country ?—I have been for 
thirty years where I am, and I have never shifted a beast. 
At the present moment I have 3,400 sheep and 300 cattle 
on the 3,800 aeres. That shows the character of the 
country. 

734. Have you lost heavily at any time through retaining 
your stock ?—I have lost very few. 

735. You have been able to carry them through all 
seasons and carry them successfully !/—Yes, I have 
carried, them through profitably. 


Thomas Frederick Schaeffer, grazier, Rock Abbey, Armidale, 
sworn, and examined :— 

736. Mr. Mahony.| Where is your property situated !— 
29 miles east of Guyra and about half a mile south of the 
route of the proposed railway. 

737. What is the size of your holding ?—1,400 acres, 

738. What stock do you carry }—Sheep and cattle both. 
1 run a sheep to the acre besides 100 head of cattle year in 
and year out, and I have done that for years. 
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739. Is your land typical of the country generally ?—I 
do not consider that my property is better than the country 
round about, but being a small property I can give more 
attention to it. For that reason I am able to run more 
stock than any other place in the district. 

740. Where do you find your market at present ?—Our 
wool goes to Sydney, and any fats which come off the place 
go in the same direction. 

741. What proportion of your land would be suitable 
for agriculture ?—Anything up to about 200 acres. There 
would be second-class agricultural land. 

742. Do you know the district right through to Dorrigo 3 
No, only between Guyra and Ebor. 

743. How would you describe that country ?—As suitable 
for mixed farming, dairying, and stock raising right through. 

744, What proportion of the country is suitable for 
agriculture ?—I suppose from 25 to 380 per cent. 

745. Have you ever had to shift any of your stock in 
times of drought ?—Never. 

746. Have you known of stock being sent from other 
districts here in times of drought ?—Yes; mostly from the 
north-west. In times of drought thousands of head of 
cattle and sheep have come here. 

747. You look upon this as good safe-carrying country, 
as relief country in drought time ?—Yes. 

748. It has been suggested that there should be a further 
railway connection between Guyra and Inverell, what is 
your opinion of that ?—I think that if possible the proposed 
line should be linked up with Inverell. It would be of much 
more benefit to us. 

749. In what way would it be beneficial ?—We could get 
rid of our store stock much more quickly to the fattening 
country, whilst the western people could send their cattle 
to the coast in a few days in times of drought, whereas it 
now takes weeks of droving. 

750. How would you describe the country round about 
Ebor ?—It is practically all agricultural land. In fact, 
it is first class, some of the best land in the State, I think. 

751. What would be grown there ?—It would be most 
suitable for potatoes, oats or corn. I see no reason why 
wheat should not do well; it is very rich land. 

752. Where would you find your market for that produce? 
—In the western districts. The people in the west would 
also be able to export their stuff. 

. 753. Do you think they would use the line for that pur- 
pose ?—I presume they would. 

754. You consider that a connection with the coast is 
necessary ?—I do. It will save sending all our stuff to 
Sydney. ‘ith a railway to the coast and a decent port 
established we could ship direct instead of sending our 
produce hundreds of miles to Sydney. 

755. In connection with the railway you also want a 
port ?—It would be necessary, I think, to enable us to ship 
our produce oversea. 

756. Do you think that could be arranged ?—I do. 
Again, with railway communication through this country, 
much more farming would be done than at present. 

757. You think it is suitable for closer settlement ?— 
Yes, eminently suitable. 

758. Mr. Doe.] Do you agree with the statement of the 
previous witness that, taking the country through which 
the proposed line will pass, 1,200 acres will be required as 
a living area for grazing purposes ?—I think that 1,600 
acres is necessary for a man with a family. There are 
dozens of men who have made a good living off 1,280 acres, 
but if a man wants to bring up his family as they should 
be brought up 1,600 acres of grazing land is little enough. 

759. For dairying and mixed farming purposes is 640 
acres a reasonable area ?—-In the basalt country that would 
be sufficient, but in the trap country I should say that 
from 800 to 1,000 acres would be necessary. 

760. Taking the best of the basaltic country, do you 
think 250 acres would represent a living area ?—It would 
be provided it was all workable land. 

761. Mr. Drummond.] You have been able to make a 
comfortable living on 1,400 acres ?—Yes. My father 
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reared a family of nine, and he has started us all fairly well. 
If he had had another couple of hundred acres we should 
have been more comfortably off. 

762. At present you are 29 miles from the railway and 
the proposed line runs within half a mile of you, will that 
make any appreciable difference in the amount of land 
required for a living area ?—Yes, because a man would be 
able to do more farming. At present we only grow stuff 
for our own requirement. 

763. Would it make any appreciable difference in the 
area you would require ?—Certainly it would. 

764. As a practical man what would you be prepared to 
tackle as a living area on the country you have in the event 
of a railway being constructed ?—1 think a man should be 
able to do comfortably on 1,000 acres. 


David Stuart Faulkner, grazier, Aberfoyle, sworn, and 
examined :— 


765. Mr. Doe.] I understand you are President of the 
Dorrigo-Guyra Railway Extension League ?—Yes. 

766. What is the area of your holding ?—1,720 acres. 

767. Have you prepared a statement ?—Yes. The 
area dealt with embraces that country between the 34 and 
43 mile pegs, on the Guyra-Ebor road, and within a radius 
of 10 miles of the surveyed railway route. Land settle- 
ment—Area, 95,000 acres; present settlers, 16; popu- 
lation, 150; stock at present depastured, 45,000 sheep, 
5,800 cattle, and 300 horses; wool produced, 400,000 Ib.; 
stock raised, 3,000 lambs, and 700 calves. (N.B.—Very 
few holders go in for lamb raising.) Agricultural produc- 
tivity—At present holders grow only sufficient for their 
own requirements, but given proper facilities for transport 
to market, maize, oats, and potatoes could be grown very 
extensively. The whole of the area is admirably suited 
for fruit growing. Apples and pears are at present grown, 
equal to anything in the State. Within the area are 6,000 
acres of rich basalt country, suitable for agriculture and 
mixed farming. Forest wealth, £250,000, principally in 
hardwoods. Land settlement—Prospective new settlers, 
60, with a probable increase in population of from 250 to 
300 persons. Properties suitable for subdivision are 
Camperdown, 15,000 acres; Wongwibinda, 20,000, and 
Dyamlerin, 6,000 acres. There is very little Crown land 
available for settlement. Carrying capacity—By the 
subdivision of large holdings, the area would carry an 
additional 25,000 sheep and 1,000 head of cattle. 

768. How far on each side of the proposed line does the 
information you have submitted relate to ?—10 miles. 

769. You reckon that within that area there are 6,000 
acres of rich basaltic country; what proportion of that 
area would be suitable for the plough ?—Approximately 
half. 

770. What would be the proportion of arable land in the 
other half ?—It is rich, loamy country, and I should say 
that 20 per cent. of it approximately could be used for 
farming purposes, such as potato growing and oats. With 
the judicious use of manures and lime it is country which 
will produce phenomenal crops. . 

771. You support the proposed line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo ; do you think it is essential the line should be 
continued west of Guyra to Inverell ?—Most decidedly. 

772. Do you approve of the suggestion that a better 
western connection would be from Glen Innes to Inverell ?— 
No, I do not. 

773. What disadvantage would this district suffer if the 
shorter route from Glen Innes was decided upon ?—So 
far as we are concerned we should be at a disadvantage 
because of the greater distance we should be from our 
markets in the north-west. It is also possible that there 
would be delay, and that stock going to the north-west 
would be left in the trucks a day or two waiting for the | 
train to go north, and then there would be a further wait 
in all possibility before they left Glen Innes for Inverell. 
With a through line those delays would be avoided, because 
the northern line traffic would be no interference. 
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774 You think there would be loss of time and money 
because stock would be kept too long in the trucks ?— 
Yes. Starving stock should not be delayed in transit. 


775. Do you think that a port at Coff’s Harbour is also 
an essential in connection with the proposed line ?—It 
would certainly enhance the importance of the line. 


776. What produce would go in that direction ?—All our 
wool and fat stock. I am not in a position to say whether 
agricultural produce would go in that direction. I think 
that could be disposed of in the north-west. 


777. Do you think it would be possible to establish sales 
of sufficient magnitude to attract buyers to Cofi’s Harbour 
or some other port in the north from which wool could be 
shipped ?—I do not think there would be any difficulty 
at all. 


778. Do you think there would be any difficulty in 
getting deep-sea ships to come to an open roadstead ?— 
I am not in a position to say. 


779. Mr. Travers.| Regarding the £250,000 of forest 
wealth referred to in your statement, how far is that from 
the proposed line ?—It is within the 10 miles radius. 


780. Is that the value of the timber at the stump or the 
commercial value on the market ?—The commercial value 
on the market I understand the District Surveyor at 
Armidale, Mr. Graeme, stated that the Wongiwibinda 
district is unsuitable for sheep. At any rate, that was 
the statement which appeared in the press. It is a most 
absurd statement for any public officer to make. That 


station last year shore 25,000 sheep, that is, in addition 
to the property at Wollomombi, and the wool realised £39 
per bale. 

781. Mr. Drummond.| How far east would the country 
extend which you consider suitable for sheep, as far as 
Ebor ?—No. It would extend to the 41-mile peg. The 
other country is quite suitable for sheep, but the trouble 
is that it is not dog-proof. The dingoes are bad, and it 
would not be wise to put sheep there. 

782. Do you agree with the statement that the belt of 
granite country through which the proposed line would 
run between Aberfoyle and Ebor is comparatively limited 
in extent ?—Yes, I should say that it does not extend for 
more than 4 miles along the route. As to the width of it 
I do not suppose it would exceed 5 or 6 miles. 

783. Would it seriously affect the revenue of the pro- 
posed line ?—No, it would enhance it because the country 
is admirably suitable for fruit growing. It is considered 
poor grazing country, and it is poor because very little 
improvement has been effected. It is held under lease. 

784. Mr. Travers.| You say that very few holders go in 
for lamb-raising; what is the reason ?—They find it is a 
better proposition to grow wool. The seasons are un- 
certain. 

785. Would the position be improved with railway 
facilities 2—Yes. My contention is that with railway 
facilities even small holders would go in for lamb-raising, 
if only to realise on them as fats in the market. Under 
present conditions the railage is so heavy that it is out of the 
question. 


WEDNESDAY, 13 JUNE, 1923. 
[The Committee met in the Ebor Hotel, Ebor.| 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarrmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burge, Esa. 


WituiamM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davip Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded ‘o further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Roderick Allan McRae, grazier, Fairburn, Wollomombi, 


sworn, and examined :— 


7864. Chairman.] How far are you from Ebor ?—16 or 
18 miles. ; 

7868. What is the size of your holding ?---About 5,000 
acres. The area of the district which I have been chosen 
to represent here comprises about 200,000 acres. 

787. What are the limits of that area ?—It includes the 
whole of the Wollomombi district and possibly 20,000 acres 
to the westward of the river in the direction of Armidale. 


788. How far north and south of the proposed line have 
you taken within the area of the district dealt with ?— 
Roughly 12 miles to the north of Wollomombi, which is 
practically the country to the south of the line. 


789. None of the country you touch is traversed by the 
proposed line ?—No, but it will be benefited by the con- 
struction of the line. Very little Crown land remains, it is 
practically all freehold. I have a statement prepared of 
the evidence I desire to submit to the Committee :—Owing 
to the long distance from rail very little agricultural work 
is done at present. All kinds of English fruits do well; 
also maize, wheat, oats, potatoes, turnips, rape, and 
lucerne. Other farm crops could be profitably grown if a 
market was available. The contour of the country is 
undulating. Formations: Granite, basalt, and trap rocks, 
with slate on the southern edge of area. Timber: Stringy- 
bark, box, peppermint, red gum, blue gum, white gum, 
apple, oak, tallow wood, &c. Rainfall: about 25 inches. 
Settlement: At present there are about sixty families 
settled in the area, This is far below the actual capacity 


of the district. At present, practically the only industry is 
grazing. The latest stock returns give a total number of 
sheep amounting to 107,777, with 7,326 large stock. Wool 
grown. in the district is of the very highest class. On several 
occasions the season’s record price has been realised by one or 
other of the clips from Wollomombi. J estimate that with rail 
transport for produce available, about 500 or 600 acres 
would represent a living area for a great part of the district. 
The foregoing remarks do not apply to an area of about 
20,000 acres in the north-east corner of the district. This 
land is of a sandy granitic formation, and is densely tim- 
bered with white gum, stringy-bark and honeysuckle, with 
an undergrowth of sheoak and other scrub. It is heavily 
infested with wild dogs; sheep do not thrive here. If 
cleared and judiciously cultivated, no doubt orchards or 
vineyards would do well. At present, the land is of little 
value, and it is mostly held under O.L. or Crown leaseholds. 
There is a large amount of valuable timber in the 20,000 
acres referred to but it is at present inaccessible. 

790. Taking the sixty settlers already in the district, 
what form of production are they engaged in ?—Sheep 
farming is the staple industry. 

791. What is the average size of the holdings, excluding 
any large ones ?—The holdings run from 2,000 to 7,000 
acres, 

792. Can you give the percentages of the various soils you 
have mentioned---basaltic, trap and granitic---within the area? 
—I suppose about one-fourth of the area is of a basaltic 
formation, and by far the greater part of the remainder is 
granite. There might be perhaps 15 per cent. of trap for+ 
mation, and towards the south it is of a slatey nature. 
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793. Assuming you had some means of getting your agri- 
cultural produce to market, what area of basaltic country 
would represent a fair living area !—On the best of it a 
man should be able to make a living off 320 acres. 

794. In what form of production—farming ?—Yes, a 
large amount of it would grow first-class potato crops. It 
is also suitable for orcharding. On my own place I can 
grow as good wheat as you could wish to see, but it is too 
far from market to make it worth while to produce on any 
large scale. : 

795. In the granite country, what would a man require ! 
—TI should say from 500 to 640 acres. The country of trap 
formation is of much the same capacity. 

796. With railway communication, would much of that 
200,000 acres be suitable for dairying ?—No. I do not 
think the rainfall is heavy enough to make it a first-class 
dairying district. j 

797. How is the country watered ?—It is abundantly 
watered by numerous creeks and springs. We never have 
any worry about the water supply. 

798. Do you think the rainfall is sufficient to produce the 
necessary fodders for dairy stock ?—No, I do not think it 
is. 
799. It would be purely a grazing and agricultural pro- 
position ?—Yes. I do not think anyone would seriously 
consider the question of dairying. 

800. Have you any records of the various kinds of agri- 
cultural produce you have mentioned which would show 
what the country is capable of prodticing per acre ?—I have 
no records except for my own place. On land that has 
been cultivated for years, last season, which was rather 
below than above the average, I grew a hay crop of about 
35 cwt. to the acre—that is, wheaten hay. It was rather a 
dry summer. 

801. With railway communication, where do you think 
you could find a market for your produce ?—Sydney is 
practically the only market for most kinds of farm produce, 
excepting hay, chaff and corn, which can generally be sold 
in the western country. 

802. Have you considered the possibility of finding 
markets in the north-west, and in that connection have you 
given any attention to the proposal to construct a line from 
Guyra to Inverell ?—I think that a line connecting Inverell 
with the main northern line would be of very great benefit. 

803. Do you think the requirements of this district 
would be pretty well satisfied with a connection between 
Dorrigo and Guyra ?—No, I think the link with the north- 
west is also needed, 

804. What do you estimate is the carrying capacity of that 
200,000 acres?—It is what is usually classed as sheep to 
the acre country, but my experience has been that year in 
and year out no land we have can be depended on to carry 
a sheep to the acre. I should say that three sheep to five 
acres is a fair allowance, that is in all seasons taking the 
good with the bad. . 

805. Where do you dispose of your surplus stock now ?— 
Fat stock are almost invariable trucked to Homebush 
store stock we generally sell to western and north-western 
mén; who fatten them and market them afterwards. 

806. Do you regard your country as being fattening 
country ?—Yes, it is fairly good fattening country. Per- 
sonally I go in more for sheep-breeding than fattening. I 
breed lambs and sell them as two or four tooths. I have 
not bought sheep except rams for the last twelve years. I 
always have surplus stock to dispose of. 

807. Are the seasons fairly uniform in this country or 
are you subject to drought ?—We do not have droughts as 
the term is understood in the western portion of the State, 
but at times, not very often, we suffer from shortage of 
fodder. 

€08. Does that shortage involve you in heavy losses ?— 
Since 1902 I have had no losses worth mentioning from 
starvation. 

“809. In the event of the proposéd line being built, what 
change would result in the nature of the occupation of that 


200,000 acres—would it lead to subdivision and a con- 
siderable increase in the number of land holders ?—l 
think it would. 

810. Can you say roughly the value of the various 
classes of land in the district ?—The average value of the 
basaltic land as it stands at present I should say would be 
about £4 per acre. The value of the remainder of the 
country would be somewhat less, but not very much; because 
the granite and trap country is not much behind the- 
basaltic country for sheep walks. One holding in the 
vicinity would have changed hands recently at £4 per acre, 
but there was a hitch about the deposit. That may be 
taken as the average for the area. 

811. How far east of Wollomombi does your area go ?— 
About 11 miles I should say roughly. 

812. Mr. Doe.| With regard to the area which you 
describe as densely timbered, does it contain any timber 
within reasonable proximity of the proposed line suitable 
for sleepers ?—There is stringy-bark but no iron bark. 

813. The wild-dog infested area referred to in your 
statement, what is that being used for ?—Mostly as relief 
country. 

814. Would it carry sheep if the dogs were not there ?— . 
I do not think sheep would do very well. ) 

815. Is anything being done to prevent the dogs coming 
down to the sheep country ?—There is a long line of 
dog-proof fence on the western limits of the area. 

816. The sheep country is not actually interfered with 
by the wild dogs owing to that protection !—Occasionally 
the dogs get through. At present there are a couple of 
dogs in the sheep country which have come in from the 
rough country, and they are giving a great deal of trouble. 
No doubt the fence is a great check. 

817. In the larger area you have referred to there are 
numbers of creeks and small rivulets; is that country 
suitable for lucerne ?—Yes, on the flats. It has been tried 
in small areas and it is found that it does well. 

818. Where the lucerne could be successfully grown that 
could be made good dairying country !—I presume it 
could. 

819. Do you think there would be a sufficiently great 
change in the productiveness of the district within a 
reasonable time to reduce the estimated loss on the pro- 
posed line to 2 minimum and wipe it out within a reason- 
able time ?—I should say that within the course of a few 
yeats the population which the district would be able to 
carry and the produce the district is capable of growing 
would be sufficient to mect the expenditure. 

820. Is there any disposition amongst landholders in- 
the district to subdivide and make their areas available for 
other people to settle upon and produce ?—I am not. pre- 
pared to speak with any authority on that, but I have no 
doubt that if the large holders could see their way to dis- 
pose of their land at a fair profit they would only be teo~ 
glad to subdivide. 

821. Mr. Travers.| Do you know the country north of 
the proposed line ?—Not very well. | 

822. Take the country within a 5-mile radius of Hbor, 
would you expect as good results from that area acre for 
acre as for the 200,000 acres you have spoken of ?—Yes, 
if anything, it should be better. There is a larger per- 
centage of rich agricultural land and a heavier rainfall. 
It is country much better adapted for dairying pursuits. 

823. Taking the country round Ebor, what acreage would 
represent a living area ?—TI think a man should be able to 
make a living off 320 acres. I am not as well acquainted 
with the conditions ruling here as in my own district. 

824. Regarding your own district, is that looked on as 
good relief country in time of drought ?—We rarely receive 
stock on agistment. We are generally sufficiently stocked 
with our own. 

825. Have you made any calculation at all as to the total 
number of shcep which would be on the 200,000 acres year 
in and year out ?—I do not think the number fluctuates 
very much. Since the rabbits have come into the country, 
they have reduced the carrying capacity to some extent. 
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I should say that the fluctuation in the number of sheep 
would be from 90,000, at the minimum, to 120,000 or 130,000 
during a ran of good seasons. 

826. Do you know of any large holdings within the arca 
you have dealt with ?—There are no very large holdings; 
the largest would be about 20,000 or perhaps somewhat 
less. 

827. Is there only one of that size or are there many ?— 
Only one. 

828. A witness at Aberfoyle divided the country into 
three classes—grazing land, of which 1,280 acres would 
represent a living area; mixed farming land, of which 
640 acres would represent a living area; and the rich 
basaltic country, of which 300 acres would represent a living 
area—would the same classification apply to your country, 
or would the holdings have to be larger ?—Assuming that 
& man started free of debt and had any sort of reasonable 


luck, even for grazing purposes, I should say that 2 man 
would be comfortably off with 1,280 acres. 
829. How many sheep would he be able to catry ?— 


About 1,000. 

830. Would that be picked country or would it be a fair 
average ?—I would take that to be a fair average. 

831. Do you think the construction of the line from 
' Glenreagh to Dorrigo will afford any relief to the people 
round about Epor {—I have not considered that aspect 
of the matter. 


Clifford Moselcy, farmer and dairymin, Hernani, sworn, and 
examined :— 


832. Mr. Doz.| What area have you ?—960 acres 

833. How many cows do you milk ?—I have sixty 
milkers, but so far, owing to conditions, I am only milking 
thirty-five. 

834. Are the seasonal cenditions responsible for the 
reduction in the number 
really duc to the difficulty in getting the cream treated, 
and also the fact that I can get a better price for the fodder 
I would have to give the cows. That is the real reason why 
I have cut a number out for the time being. 

835. Where do you send your crcam ?—At present to 
Dorrigo. 

836. What is the nature of your soil ?—Principally 
basaltic. 

837. In ordinary seasons I presume you get a fairly good 
yield of butter-fat ?—Slightly under the return I used to 
get on the coast. In the summer months, for a period of 
about four months, the return would equal the average 
of the summer months on the coast ? 

838. Taking the whole year round, the production of 
butter-fat per cow is slightly under the yield on the coast. ?— 
Yes. 

859. What grasses do you grow on your place ?—Prin- 
cipally natural grasses. J attribute the reduced output to 
that fact. I have not had time to put in artificial grasses. 

840. This country will grow clover, will it not ?—Yes, 
to perfection. I have a beautiful crop of ted clover. 

841. When the country is cleared do you not think the 
butter-fat yield will be equal, if not superior, to the yield 
on the coast ?—1 think it will be superior. 

842. For the reason that the coastal fodders are deficient 
in protein, and do not provide a balanced ration, whereas 
the clovers furnish you with an abtndance of protein ?— 
Yes. 

843. What would you consider to be a reasonable arca 
oe 8 dairy-farm ih your district on the basaltic country ?— 

250 acres. Iam only using for my farming operations the 
old C.P. poftion of my place, and that is about 320 acres ; 
and of that 320 aczes filly y 70 or 80 arc covered with standing 
timber. 

844. How much of your land is cleared ?—I have 600 acres 
out of the 960 under graes. The whole area has been ring- 
barked and suckered. 


of milkers ?—-The reduction is - 


Witnesses--R. A. McRae and C. Moseley, 13 June, 1923. 


845. The price you get for your cream would be slightly 
under that realised by the coastal people ?—Yes. I dis- 
continued dairying last month owing to the heavy cost of 
getting the cream to market. 
to mect a motor lorry and pay 7s. 6d. for a 6-gallon can to 
go to Dorrigo. I havea good crop of maize, and I find that 
I can do better by marketing the produce than by feeding 
the dairy stock. 

846. What farming are you doing ?—Growing potatoes 
and maize. I grow a green crop for hay and fodder for the 
cows. 

847. Do you make any dry hay ?—Yes, 
cuttings of rye corn which J made into hay. 

848. The humidity is not so great as to prevent you 
conserving hay ?—No. 

849. The potatoes arid maize which you grow for sale, 
where do they go !—The potatoes I have sent to Grafton 
at a cost of £5 per ton. I paid as high as £5 10s. for some 
loads last year. 

850. You can only grow potatoes profitably for sale when 

the price is exceptional ty high ?—Yes, I have paid £5 10s. 
per ton carriage and sold or £8 per ton in Grafton, and it 
did not pay. That is a reason why I have only a limited 
crop of potatoes in this toa: 

851. What benefit do you expect to derive from the 
construction of the proposed line ?—It will be the finest 
thing that could happen to me. It will help me to remain 
on the land. 

852. How far will you be from the linc ?—I think I am 
about 5 miles from the surveyed route. 

853. It would make a material difference to you so far as 
the production of potatoes and cream is concerned ?—It 
would make a trememdous difference to me. 

854. Are there many other settlers in your neighbourhood 
who are similurly situated ?—I should say there are over 
sixty in practically the same condition. 

855. It has been suggested to the Committee that instead 
of following the surveyed route the line should be deviated 
in the direction of Tyringham—would that serve better 
country or a larger arca of gocd country than the proposed 
line ?—If the line were swung in the direction of Tyringham 
it would serve a greater length and a greater depth of good 
country than the surveyed line. There is a large area of 
very rich scrub land which would come within the influence 
of the deviation, which would be profitable to work. Under 
present conditions the holders of that land are barely 
existing. By taking the line closer to them they would be 
able to bring the land into cultivation and work it profitably. 
It would also advantageously affect a large area of vacant 
serub land, which would be immediatcly settled. 

856. When you speak of vacant scrub land, do you mean 
Crown land ?—Yes. That would be to the north and 
north-west of Tyringham, and for a depth of 12 miles. 

857. Would you describe the Tyringham district as good 
country ?—It is quite equal to the Dorrigo country, in fact, 
it is more uniform in quality. 

858. Is there much arable land there ?—Yes; 


I had two 


T would 


say that fully 50 per cent. of the land would be cultivable. 


859. In order to make the line of the utmost utility to the 
people you think it should be deviated in the direction of 
Tyringham ?—Yes, it should go as elose as possible to that 
country. I should say that is was a matter of national 
importance to deviate the line in that direction. 

860. Mr. Drummond.| Aro there any soldier settlers in 
the vicinity of Ebor ?—Not a great many. There are a 
fair number in the vicinity of Hernani. 

861. How are they faring ?—Very badly. 

862. Is that due to the inferiority of the country or to 
lack of transport facilities ?—The saautry they have got 
is superior to the average land. The area of the holdings 
runs from 180 to 600 acres. 

863. What is the reason for that big difference ?—The 
smaller blocks are nearly all scrub. On the larger blocks 
they have a small quantity of scrub and move forest land, 
and they are only suitable for ees: 


I had to take it 4 or 5 miles . 
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864. What was the original intention in cutting up the 
country into small areas ?—The idea was that they would 
be utilised for dairying and farming. 

865. Assuming they were going to dairy on that country, 
how many cows could a man carry on 180 acres im- 
proved ?—I have seen two that have been put under 
artificial grasses, and. think I am safe in saying that with 
a factory in the vicinity and the means of getting their 
produce away, they could easily run sixty milkers on the 
180 acres. 

866. Taking the district between Ebor and Dorrigo, is 
there a high percentage of land which would carry a milker 
to 3 acres ?—Improved and put under artificial grass [ 
think a very high percentage would carry that number of 
stock. 

867. Eliminating the 10 or 12 miles of country west of 
the Dorrigo which will be within the influence of the line 
from Glenreagh now in course of construction, it has been 
suggested that until you get within a few miles of Hbor 
the country is, on the average, rather inferior—do you 
agree with that view ?—There is a small area of land 
between Deervale and Ebor which is not as good as the 
land at Ebor or Hernani. IH the line was taken closer to 
Tyringham there would be practically no inferior land. 
The only patch of it would be about 4 miles below Tyring- 
ham and between that point and North Dorrigo. 

868. Are there any settlers to-day on that country which 
is of inferior quality ’—Yes, the majority of them are 
grazing. 

869. Even allowing for that small area you are of opinion 
that there is a great possibility for the extension of closer 
settlement ?—Yes. 

870. How far on each side of the proposed line does the 
basaltic country extend ?—It extends as far as I have been, 
but you cannot go very far south of the line because the 
surveyed route runs pretty close to the falls. 

871. The proposed line at that point runs practically on 
the edge of good country ?—Yes. 

872. Assuming that the line is deviated, how far north 
of Tyringham does the good country extend ?—I have 
been 10 to 12 miles north, and so far as you can see the 
country is all good. 

873. The line in your opinion would be a better paying 
proposition if it swung towards Tyringham ?—I am sure it 
would. 

874. With regard to the soldier settlers near Hernani, 
do you think they would be able to make good if the line 
were built ?—I have no doubt about it. 

875. Under present conditions have they any hope of 
making good ?—Only one or two. One of my duties is to 
inspect their land. 

876. We were told at Armidale that there are thousands 
and thousands of super. feet of good timber being des- 
troyed in the Tyringham district, because there is no way 
of getting it out; it that a correct statement ?—It is 
absolutely correct. 

877. Also that there is still any amount of good milling 
timber available ?—That is also correct. In past years I 
had a good deal of experience of timber on the Tweed, saw- 
milling and hauling. As the result of my experience, I can 
tell you that north of Tyringham I have seen one of the 
best forests of hardwood timber to be found in New South 
Wales. That belt of timber extends practically from 
Cloud’s Creek through to the Glen Innes-Grafton road. I 
estimate that in area it exceeds 400,000 acres, and that 
it would easily average 20,000 superficial feet of good 
hardwood timber to the acre. 

878. Do you know the poor country; is there any good 
milling timber on that ?—Yes, it is forest country which 
carried the most beautiful tallow-wood, stringybark, gum, 
and messmate. 

879. Can you give the Committee any idea of the 
number of teams hauling timber from this district to 
Armidale at the present time ?—At the present time there 
is an average of about four horse teams carting timber to 
Armidale per fortnight. The trip runs into ten or twelve 


days. That would average two per week in the winter 
months. In the summer there are considerably more. 
When the feed is good on the stock route, and the cost of 
maintaining a team is less and bullock teams are able to 
work, from six to eight horse teams load up on the average 
per fortnight, and four to six bullock teams. 

880. Mr. Burke.] What is your opinion generally of the 
country along the line from Guyra to Dorrigo ?—With the 
exception of a small patch on the Snowys, I think the whole 
country is suitable for closer settlement. The land is 
really being wasted at present. It is mostly used for 
grazing, but it is eminently suitable for dairying and 
agriculture. 

881. Have you noticed any progress in recent years in 
the district in which you live ?—There has been a slight 
improvement during the period I have been there—there 
is a small increase in the area under farming and agri- 
culture owing to the fact that during the last two or three 
years a better price has been obtained for produce. 

882. Has there been any increase in the number of 
individual settlers ?—There has been a fair number of 
new settlers in the last six years. 

883. You'stated that the sixty settlers in your locality 
were practically in the same position as yourself with 
regard to dairying ?—Yes. 

884. Have they given up dairying ?—The bulk of them 
carry on in a half-hearted way. They are really waiting 
to see it it is possible to develop the industry by their 
own united efforts. So far it has been a job to get the 
people to unite and put the industry on a sound basis. 
As a matter of fact the industry has been retarded by the 
pick of the country being held by big men for grazing 
purposes. It is against the progress of the district. We 
cannot put dairying on a sound basis until those larger 
areas are cut up. Settlers are too scattered. You must 
have one central factory, but settlement 1s too sparse a4 
present to allow of a good milk run. 

885. It is not so much a question of railway with you as a 
question of cohesion and the breaking up of large estates ?— 
My opinion is that it is only the railway which will cause 
those large estates to be broken up. 

886. If the large estates could be broken up without a 
railway, you_would be all right ?—We would be for dairying, 
but not for general farming purposes. It is impossible in 
the average year to meke a living from farming, because 
you cannot get a return for your produce. 

887. What is a fair average distance to cart produce to a 
railway ?—At present we have to cart 50 or 60 miles, and 
the cost is between £5 and £6 per ton. Reduce the distance 
by half, and you reduce the cost by half. 

888. You told is that it cost you 7s. 6d. to cart a 6-gallon 
can of cream to the factory; how long did it take you to 
get that cream together ?—Two or three days. 

889. What area have you under potatoes ?—About 4 
acres. 

890. Given a railway what would the area be ?—The 
first year the railway was open I would have 40 or 50 acree. 
I have the land ready to break up now. 

831. Assuming that it takes the other sixty settlers two 
or three days to collect a can of cream, and that the con- 
struction of the line will give an impetus to potato growing, 
do you think that the Commissioners’ estimate of £40 per 
day as the cost of running a train would be furnished by 
this district alone —I reckon that the settlers in the 
Hernani district would find nearly £40 per day without 
taking any other settlers into account. 

892. That is your opinion, that in this district you 
could do business to the extent of nearly £40 per day 
with the railway ?—Yes, we would be prepared to pay 
double or nearly treble the existing rates until the railway 
paid. i 

893. Chairman.] Was there a butter factory at Ebor at 
one time ?’—Yes, I was a director. ; 

894. Why did you give up operations ?—People gradu- 
ally dropped out of dairying because it did not pay. 


895. Is it a fact that you shifted your operations from 
Kbor to Tyringham ?—We bought the factory and erected 
it at Tyringham. 

896. What has been your experience at Tyringham ?—- 
Disastrous so far. 

897. Are you likely to continue operations ?—It ‘is 
problematical. If we put up a new factory between 
Hernani and Ebor, the one at Tyringham will go. 

898. With regard to the suggested deviation through 
Tyringham we are informed that it will increase the length 
of the line by about 6 miles, and the total cost by £100,000 ; 
and in addition the engincers tell us that there are a number 
of permanent watercourses which will have to be crossed, 
and which will necessitate the construction of expensive 
bridges; in your advocacy of that deviation have you 
taken those facts into consideration ?—No. 

899. Do you think the country would be justified in 
incurring that extra expense to carry out the deviation ?— 
Yes; I think the deviation is justified not only in the 
interests of the country, but in the eventual profitable 
working of the line. 

900. With regard to your estimate of the wealth of 
timber on the 400,000 acres near Tyringham, have you 
realised that it amounts to 8,000 million superficial feet ?—- 
es. 

901. You are prepared to stand to those figures ?—Yes. 

902. Mr. Drummond.| I understand that the Wirrialpo 
Estate was recently offered for sale. What was the result @ 
—What was offered were the outlying properties which had 
been used as grazing areas. They had been neglected and 
they were not sufficiently well developed, and in addition 
the areas offered were too big for the average farm buyer 
to entertain. The areas averaged a little over 1,000 acres. 

903. What reserve was placed on those lands ?—I think 
the reserve was very reasonable. I believe they would 
have accepted £3 and probably less. 

904. On those terms did they cficct a sale ?—No. 

905. In view of that fact do you still stand to your state- 
ment that subdivision is all thas is necessary for the 
district to progress ?—Yes. I am satisfied that I could 
sell all those farms within six months if they were cut up 
into areas of 250 or 300 acres. 

906. The fact that the soldicr settlers are doing anything 
but well would appear to indicate that something more 
than a subdivision is necessary for the success of the dis- 
trict ?—They could only make a living by dairying, and 
there is no chance of making it pay under the conditions 
under which we labour. 

907. Do you mean lack of transport ?—That is one of 
the principal factors. In addition we have not had any 
up-to-date machinery to turn out choice butter. 

908. You consider that transport facilities, plus sub- 
division, are the essentials of success ?—Yes. 

909. Mr. Doe.| What are the soldiers paying for their 
land ?—£2 5s. per acre for the best in its natural state, 
and £1 or 25s. for the worst. 

910. Those settlers will have a ‘‘rough spin” until such 
time as they bring the land to a productive state ?—Yes, 
and most of them have no experience. 

911. Mr. Travers.] Have you given any consideration 
to the effect the completion of the Glenreagh—Dorrigo line 
will have in developing the Tyringham district ?—One 
effect will be to put new energy into people. They will see 
that there is a possibility of making a living. 

912. Will the proposed line from Dorrigo to Guyra 
put you in any better position than the line now under 
construction from Glenreagh !—Yes, the road from Tyring- 
ham to Dorrigo is one of the worst roads in the State to 
travel over. 

913. What is the distance by road ?—17 miles. 


914. What is the distance from Tyringham to the nearest 
point of the proposed line ?—Between 22 and 23 miles. 
That would not necessarily be the nearest point, but it 
would be easier to travel to that point than to cover the 
17 miles to Dorrigo, 
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915. With regard to the dairying industry would the 
construction of the proposed line result in your cream still 
going to Dorrigo or would you send it to some point on the 
line ?—I think a fair proportion of the trade from Tyringham 
would come to the railway at Ebor. It would not go to 
Dorrigo. 

916. What would be the destination of the produce sent 
to Ebor ?—I think the bulk of it would go to the coast. 

917. With the line completed from Glenreagh to Dorrigo 
is it not reasonable to assume that the road between Tyring 
ham and Dorrigo will be improved ?—It will probably 
take a good many years. 

918. When the line to Dorrigo is completed will you not 
be as close to the railway as if the line were constructed 
from Glenreagh ?—We should be within 17 miles, but 
there are times when a lot of the produce of that district 
would go to the tableland. 

919. Chairman.] In the cvent of the line to Dorrigo 
being completed and assuming that the road was improved, 
would any of the timber in the large arca you mentioned 
be got out ?—It would not bring that timber within working 
distance unless the line went closer to Tyringham. 

920. You would be no better off, so far as the getting 
out of that timber is concerned ?—Not unloss the Govern- 
ment decided to instal an electrical plant which would 
provide a cheap and simple means of running trams into 
the timber belt. It would not pay to work by horse or 
bullock teams, the distance is too great. 

921. Would the same apply to the linc as_ surveyod; 
would it give you any betier chance to got that timber 
out ?—Under present conditions Mr. Nott is carting 
timber into Armidale 50 or 60 miles, and it pays him. If 
the distance were only 25 miles he would be on a much 
better wicket. ; 

922. Would it be easier to get that timber from Tyring- 
ham to the proposed line than to Dorrigo ?—You could 
get into a lot of that timber this side of Tyringham easily. 

923. You regard that timber area as a valuable source 
of revenue to the proposed line ?—Ye3, 


William John Morehead, Bega, sworn, and examined :— 


924. Mr. Burke.] Have you a statement to submit to 
the Committee ?—Only this: that I recently purchased a 
property known as Maida Vale, comprising 2,624 acros, 
with the object of settling three of my sons in this district. 
I have travelled nearly 4,000 miles during the last two 
months in search of a suitable property. I have inspected 
properties in the coastal districts from the Victoria to the 
Queensland borders, and also in the western and north- 
western districts, and of the fifty or sixty propositions put 
before me I came to the conclusion that from the stand- 
point of soil and price the land offering in this district 
was the best. Therefore I was quite willing to render 
myself liable for close upon £10,000 in order to secure a 
property for my sons. 

925. Where is the property you refer to ?—It is about 
midway between Ebor and Hernani. 

926. When you decided to acquire the property you 
knew there was no railway ?—Yes. 

927. You considered that it was a good proposition 
even without a railway ?—I look upon it that sooner or 
later a district like this must be served by a railway. 

928. To what use will the land be put ?—My primary 
object is to establish dairying. In a short time I shall put 
in four dairies and I have already taken 250 shares in the 
factory proposed to be erected here. If the project is not 
proceeded with I shall erect a cheese factory on my own 
property. 

929. Even though the railway is not constructed you 
will go on with the scheme ?—Yes, until such time as we 
get a railway. ; 

930. How will you dispose of your produce ?—I shall 
have to be content to send it by motor lorry to Armidale. 
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931. Assuming the proposed line is constructed where 
would you send it ?—To the nearest railway station for 
transport to Sydney direct. I suppose Hbor would be the 


nearest point. 

932. You would gct on to the muin line either at 
Glenreagh or Guyra ?—Yes. 

933. In the event of the line not being constructed what 
would you do as a practical business man? Would you 
organise the settlers ?—I would do my best to persuade 
them to my way of thinking, that there is nothing like the 
dairying and farming industry on soil such as we have 
here. 

934. Would you endcavour to get them to coms together 
to find a means of transport for their produce ?—Certainly 
I would. 

935. Then if the railway were built you might still find 
it better to transport as you suggest than send by rail ?— 
No, it is not reasonable to expect that men would he 
prepared to pay the cost of transit by motor lorry for 57 
miles when they could put their produce on a truck on the 
railway 3 or 4 miles away. 

936. Have you had experience of the cost of both means 
of transport ?—Yes. 

937. You do not think that, with a big quantity of stuff 
to carry, it would be cheaper to have a motor transport 
system ?—From experience I know that it would not. 

938. The Railway Commissioners expect to get traffic 
to the extent of £40 per day. What do you think of that 
estimate ?—From what I have seen of the district that 
could be easily accomplished. There is no doubt that the 
best use is not being made of the district from a dairying 
standpoint. The land is admirably suited for the growth 
of artificial grasses and potatoes. Before laying down in 
grasses 1t would be a better proposition to take off a few 
crops of potatoes and then lay down artificial grasses for 
dairying. That of course will take years. On my property 
there are 500 or 600 acres suitable for potato growing. I 
am putting in 20 acres the first year, 30 acres the next year, 
and so on gradually increasing the area. This district 
could produce for many years to come large quantities of 
potatoes of the finest quality. ; 

933. The Railway Commissioners anticipate a loss of 
something like £100,000 a year on the proposed line. Do 
you think that could be met within a reasonable number 
of years ?—From what I know of this district I should 
say the timber industry alone will provide a substantial 
amount towards that estimate, and that within a reasonable 
number of years the line will prove a sound proposition. 

940. Mr. Drummond.] You have had considerable ex- 
perience of dairying ?—Over forty years. 

941. It has been suggested by the Cabinet Subcom- 
mittee that this district is too cold for successful dairying. 
What is your opinion ?—Judging the district by the quality 
of the soil I do not think that will be the experience. 
Artificial grasses, such as rye grass and clovers will do 
excellently in this country, and they are at their prime in 
the winter months. 

942. You are satisfied that it is suitable country for 
closer settlement ?—Yes, and people will be able to make 
a living on a smaller area than has been put forward. 

943. What area do you suggest 1—I feel sure that a 
man on 100 aces of this would make good. It is yery 
much smaller than the area suggested here. 

944, Is that 100 acres of arable land 27—100 acres of the 
average land J see -abont here. 

945, That is assuming you have a railway 1—Yes.. A 
man growing potatoes wh» has to pay £4 per ton carriage 
to the nearest station is not going to make a paying yro- 
position of it with potatoes at £6 per ton. 


Phillip Arundell Wright, grazier, Wollomombi station, 
sworn, and examined :—- 
946. Mr. Travers.| What is the area of your property? 
—About 13,000 acres. 
9164. Have you a prepared statement !—I have. T may 
say that my property is not greatly affected by the pro- 


posed line. T estimate that 10,000 bales of wool would be 
Joaded annually on the section from Guyra to Kbor, In 
times of drought the starving stock trativ from the bhinter- 
land towards the coast would be very great, particularly in 
cattle. The stock routes rapidly become eaten out in dry 
times, making it impossiblo for poor stock to travel to 
grass, the result being heavy losses to the owners of the 
stock and to the country generally, while grass goes to 
waste which could otherwise be availed of | As a case in 
point, the firm which I represent owns cattle which are 
starving in Southern Queensland, and were this line e2n- 
structed those cattle would, ere this, have been railed on 
to grass country in the Hbor district. At the present tinte, 
as you gentlemen will have scen fur yourselyes, the stock 
routes have been eaten so bare of feed that poor stoe’ are 
precluded from travelling any distance along'them. ‘Te 
construction of a line from Inverell to the miin Northern 


line, preferably at Guyra, is, I consider, a natural corollary 


to this, and is a most urgent and necessary matter. Prac- 
tically the whole of the mutton consumed on the North 
Coast would be railed in direct from the north-west, thus 
saving muc!) wastage and cruelty to tle sheep, which are 
now trucked long distances to Sydney, and then sent, many 
by steamer, to the North Coast towns. Apart from this, 
I consider that with the construction of the railway, fat 
Jamb raising would b-come a profitable industry on the 


‘farms along its cour-e, as the climatic and other conditions 


are very similar to those obtaining in New Zealand, the 
industry there being a very profitable one. Tor the treat- 

ent of fat stock, the Ramoruie meatworks are already in 
existence, and would be well served by this line. I consider 
that 200 to 300 acres woull be a fair liying area on the 
basalt country from Guyra to Wongwibinda (40 miles), 
and on the other country in the same section from 600 to 
800 acres. I estimate that basalt country forms about 


‘one-third of the total are. within the 12-mile radius in this 


section. From Ebor to Dorrigo I consid r 159 t9 200 acres 
will be found t» bs a good living area. It is considered by 
maiay that the grin'te Snowy country j1sb west of Ebor is 
practically useless. Howeyer, t» anyone who has seen 
what is being done in the granite country around Stan- 
thorpe, in Queensland, in the way of fruit growing, and 
the rapid settlement and prosperity there, the Snowy land 
will appear just as suitable for this pur)o-e, if not more so, 
and Tam convinced that with the advent of the railway 
much settlement will follow, ths North Coast being an 
ideal marke: for cold country fruit. 


Tne tourist traffic will eventually becom: a most impor- 
tant one, especially from the coast, the north-west, and 
Queensland. The scenery and the summer climate of the 
bor distriet could hardly be surpassed, and, situated as it 
is, between the humid heat of the coast and the dry heat 


of the west, it is sure to be largely availed of as a summer 


re ort by residents of those areas, as will a3 others. If at 
all possible, I would strongly recommend that the line be 
constructed wa Tyringham instead of via Daervale. T 
consider the land along this route, as a whole, to be equal 
to that on-the otxer, in the point of quality, and the Jine 


_would more evenly divide the district, the rouga and | 


unavaila'ile country being very close on the Southern side 
in the case of the Deer Vale route. Apart from this, 
im nense areas of splendid timber, notably hoop-pine and 
tallow-wood, wou'd be tapred in the locality of Tyringham. 
Apart from the reasons given above, there ig another which 
I consider a very important one indeed. To the north and 
west of Tyringham there is an immense area of Crown 
land, which, while it is at present under Forest Reserves 
carries very little timber of value, ond certainly not 
sufficient to warrant i's being withheld from settlement. 
Much of the land to which I refer is situated north of 
Tyringham, and is known as Cloud’s Oreek, but I will 
confine myself to the area lying to the west of that place, 
known as Lower Marengo ‘This is at present Forest 
Reserve, and the ara paid for by the grazing lessee is 
174,379 acres. This land is about the same eleyation above 
sea level as the Dorrigo Plateau. I should say that its 
annual rainfall would be from 40 to 50 inches, and it is 
abundantly watered by running streams, While there is 


some splendid timber on the area, this is practically 
confined to the tops of the ranges, the intervening valleys 
and slopes being timbered chiefly with appletree, oak, and 
other useless timbers. This being so, I consider that, by 
judicious surveying, practically the whole of the good 
timber could be reserved without interfering with settle- 
ment. The country, though quite unimproved, is very 
heavily grassed, and, unlike serub country, which takes up 
to two years to bring into production, settlers could make 
a start almost as soon as they went there. With the 
effecting of improvements, however, a great increase in 
carrying capacity would be made. Allowing for the 
reservation of the areas carrying valuable timber, I con- 
sider that from 100 to 120 thousand acres would be 
available for settlement, and this should provide homes for 
at least 250 settlers and their families were means of access 
provided. If it is finally decided to construct the line via 
Deer Vale, I consider that it would be well worth while 
running a spur line from a point to the east of Ebor, 
whence a good grade could, I think, be found, to yring- 
ham, or even further, in order to make this and other land 
available for settlement, and to tap the enormous quanti- 
ties of beautiful timber in the locality. I consider this line 
most essential, Apart from the land which it would open 
up along its route, which I consider eminently suitable for 
settling British immigrants, it is of National importance. 
Besides affording communication from the interior to the 
seaboard and vice versa, it would provide a link between 
the existing Northern systems. At present there 
is no connection between the North Coast and Great 
Northern lines from Neweastle to Brisbane, a distance 
of 612 miles, and the people living along these 
lines, though comparatively close to each other, have very 
little intereommunication, and no community of interest. 
There is one other matter I should like to speak of, and that is 
the possibilities of the development of hydro-electric power 
in the district. Itis a matter I am keenly interested in, 
and although only a layman I have given careful attention 
to the question. From Dorrigo to Wollomombi and beyond 
there are many opportunities for the development of hydro- 
electric schemes at a comparatively low cost. I have seen 
what has been done in this respect in Canada, Japan, the 
United States, Switzerland, and other countries; and I 
have seen schemes in operation there carried out at much 
greater cost and with less prospective value to begin with 
than most of the schemes existing here. You will no doubt 
be given expert evidence on this question later on. We 
have every bit as good a prospect of opening up manu- 
facturing concerns here with hydro-electric power as they 
have in other countries, particularly Tasmania. That has 
been a costly scheme. According to the surveyors the 
schemes which can be developed here will be much less 
costly. 

947, From your knowledge of thé country, both north 
and south of the route of the proposed railway, can you 
tell the Committee in which direction between here and 
Guyra the best country is to be found?—Taking it right 
through, the greater area of good country particularly suit- 
able for closer settlement would lie to the south; but I do 
not think there would be very much difference. 

948. What percentage of the country on both sides of 
the line from Ebor to Guyra would you class as agricultural 
country ‘—It isa matter I would not like to express an 
opinion on, I have estimated the arca of basalt, as com- 
pared with other classes of soil, and [ should say that within 
a 12-mile radius there would be, roughly, one quarter of 
arable soil. 

949. You estimate that 10,000 bales of wool would be 
loaded annually on the section between Guyra and Ebor— 
where does most of the wool grown in the district go to 
now !—Practically all to Sydney and Newcastle, via Guyra 
or Armidale. 

950. With regard to the suggested deviation into the 
Tyringham country is the main object of that to serve 
better country to the north?—A greater area chiefly. 

951. Is the area of country to be served by the proposed 
line limited on the southern side 1—Yes, and it is limited 
to an even greater extent further down. 
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‘952, Between Deervale and Dorrigo?—Yes ; most of the 
good country is on the northern side going towards the 
Dorrigo. 

953. Do you know anything of the timber possibilities 
of the Tyringham district ?—I do not pofess to be an 
expert, but I have seen a lot of the country and I have a 
rough idea. I should say they were exceptionally good. 

954. Regarding the carrying capacity of the: country, 
what would be a fair average right through the district 
which would be served ’—It would be very changeable. 
Between Ebor and Dorrigo under present conditions with- 
out cultivation, I think about a beast to 4 acres. But that is 
capable of very great improvement with closer settlement, 
cultivation, and so on. 

955. We were told to-day that a fair average would be 
three sheep to 5 acres, do you agree with that ?—From Ebor 
to Dorrigo is not looked on as sheep country ; it has not 
been tested for sheep, but with closer settlement and culti- 
vation it would carry more than that if it became a sheep 
proposition, 

956. Take the country between Guyra and Wongwibinda 
of which 200 or 300 acres would represent a living area— 
what would be the fair average value of that land?—Between 

3 and £4 per acre, according to situation. 

957. The other country of which from 600 to 800 acres 
would be a fair living area; what is the value of that — 
Under existing conditions it is worth as much as the other 
because it is grazing country. If it were a farming pro- 
position it would be another matter. 

958, Given railway facilities could that area be reduced ? 
—Not for wool-growing, but there is a great deal of that 
country which, although if is not as rich as the basalt, 
could be used for cultivation purposes with proper treat- 
ment. 

959, On the 800 acres which represents a fair living area 
for grazing how many sheep would you be able to carry !— 
About 700. 

960. In your statement you have referred to the possi 
bilities of stock traffic in times of drought from the hinter- 
land to the coast ; do you consider that in the interests of 
that traffic a further line from Guyra to Inverell is essential ? 
—Yes, for that purpose particularly. 

961. Generally your opinion is that the greater part of 
the country which would be traversed by this line is suit- 
able for closer settlement?—Yes, for both grazing and 
cultivation purposes. . 

962. On what section of the line would you expect to get 
the. best results from closer settlement !—The part which 
would be settled more closely than any other would be 
between Ebor and Dorrigo. 

963. You speak of 150 to 200 acres representing a fair 
living area would that be for dairying !—Not necessarily 
for dairying. Fat lamb raising is a big possibility in this 
country, but for want of communication it is not being 
carried on at present. 

964. Do you think that railway facilities would develop 
the industry !—1 think tnere is a big chance. I see noth- 
ing to prevent it unless it was found that dairying paid 
better. But even if dairying did not pay, the fat lamb 
industry could still be carried on on those area. 

965. Are you using your property as a grazing pro- 
position !—Yes, purely, I may say that I also represent my 
mother who owns Wongwibinda, which comprises 16,700 
acres. 

966. We have been informed that the suggested deviation 
through Tyringham would involve an additional 6 miles of 
line at an added cost of £100,000 in addition to several 
expensive bridges; in your opinion would the amount of 
good country to be served in the Tyringham district justify 
that extra expenditure /—So far as the Tyringham land is 
concerned it could be served by a spur line. So far as I 
know the country, the chief engineering difficulties in con- 
nection with the deviation would be met with between 
Tyringham and Dorrigo; therefore if the line followed the 
surveyed route through Deervale, and a spur line were con- 
structed a few miles east of Ebor to Tyringham, both parts 
would be opened up and it would be well worth while, 
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because of the tremendous area of country awaiting settle- 
ment apart from the timber possibilities, which are very 
great. : ; 

967. When the line from Glenreagh to Dorrfgo is com- 
pleted will Tyringham be within easy distance of it le 
Tyringham itself would be, but the area for settlement is 
really beyond Tyringham. 

968. If a line was carried to Tyringham as you suggest, 
is there country to the north which would justify the devia- 
tion ?—I think so. From my knowledge of the country the 
greater area of land suitable for closer settlement is north 
and west of Tyringham within a radius of 15 miles. 

969. Would you get 14 or 15 miles of good country north 
and north-west of Tyringham which would be a contributing 
factor to the line !—Yes; particularly in the north-west. 
The lower Maringo country I know best. 

970. If the line is constructed as proposed will it serve 
the good country near Tyringham ?—Not the country I 
speak of. It would be necessary to make a deviation or 
run a spur line in order to open it up, but in my opinion 
the two alternatives are worth while considering. 

971. Do you think the most suitable point to leave the 
surveyed route in order to serve Tyringham would be Ebor? 
—Yes; I should say, roughly, 8 miles east of Ebor. 

972. Have you some particulars to submit in regard to 
the Wongwibinda estate ?---Yes; the area of that holding 
is 16,700 acres, and it is adjoining the proposed line 8 miles 
away. Part of that holding would be suitable for mixed 
farming and dairying with railway facilities, and the balance 
is purely a grazing proposition. In the event of the railway 
being constructed 9,000 acres would be available for sub- 
division for closer settlement. With railway facilities that 
area would be sufficient to maintain twenty families. 

973. What is being done with that property now 1—It is 
purely a grazing proposition, 

974. What would be the average size of the holdings 
you would provide ?—On that area I should say from 440 
to 500 acres. Some would be smaller and some would 
need to be larger. 

975. Is that on the good land?!—That wo.ld inelude all 
the basalt land, which is most suitable for cultivation 
purposes. 

976. Mr, Drummond.| What is the area of basalt 
country on Wongwibinda ?— About 6,000 acres. 

977. How far is Wongwibinda from Guyra?—It slarts 
at 35 miles and it extends about 5 miles in this direction. 

978. Taking the land on this side of Wongwibinda, is it 
infer‘or in character ?—It is inferior for grazing purposes. 

979. Do you think that as large a percentage of it would 
be suitable for closer settlement as is available on Wongwi- 
binda ?—Cutting out Bald Blair I thing it would. That 
has a greater percentage of arable country than the rest of 
it coming this way. From Bald Blair boundary this way 
there is not much difference until you get to the Wongwi- 
binda boundary. 

980. With regard to the timber possibilities, can you 
say whether between Ebor and Dorrigo there are any large 
holdings apart from the Crown forest reserves which are 


heavily timbered—are there any private holdings suitable. 


for closer settlement which are improved !—The holdings 
are not as large as those between Ebor and Guyra, but 
there are several which offer facilities for cutting up. 

981. Afr. Mahony.] You are satisfied of the settlement 
possibilities of this country, provided railway facilities are 
given—that is your reason for supporting the line '—Partly 
that, and also for the reason that I look upon it as a 
national line, particularly if there is a further extension 
from Guyra to Inverell. 

982, Are you looking for an outlet to the sea?—That is 
our natural outlet. Coffs Harbour appears to be the 
natural port for this part of the country. 

983. For the purpose of establishing an overs’a trade 1-— 
I think it will develop into that. 

984. Do you think Coffs Harbour is ever likely to be a 
port from which wool will be exported !—Eventually I 
think it will be. 

)85.—If the proposed line is to be used for that purpose 
will it not take a large amount of revenue from the main 
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Northern line 1—It may do that, but if it does it will save 
the need for the duplication of the northern line, which is 
a great consideration. 


ree 


James Thomas Caskelly, grazier and farmer, Beechwood, 
Ebor, sworn, and examined :— 


986. Mr. Cameron.| Have you a prepared statement !— 
Yes. I have been aresident of the Guy Fawkes district for 
about twenty-five years. Previous to that I was engaged 
in farming pursuits at Dumaresq, Armidale. I have now 
been engaged for the past twenty years in mixed farming 
and grazing operations at Ebor, and about seventeen years 
ago I set out an orchard of apple-trees and other fruits. I 
regard the Ebor district as equal to anything in the State 
for apples, pears, and other fruits. Although my trees 
have only been planted for the period above-mentioned, I 
have gathered as much as 250 dozen apples from one tree 
in one season. Apples and other fruits grow to a large size 
in this district. The fruit is very healthy, and I have never 
seen any sign of codlin moth, or anything very injurious to 
the trees. I would alsc like to mention the apple-trees at 
Serpentine Station. These were bearing heavily twenty- 
five years ago, and ever since, and the products took first 
prize in Grafton show last year. I cannot say how long 
they were there before I came, but I understand they were 
there many years. This all goes to show the longevity and 
health of the trees planted in this country. With regard 
to root crops, I have never seen anything to equal this 
district for the production of potatoes, turnips, &e. I have 
grown as much as 12 tons of potatoes to the acre from new 
land. Anything under 6 tons to the acre, I would consider 
a poor crop. My potato land I have cultivated for eleven 
years, and it has never been manured until this season. 
From my knowledge of the Guy Fawkes district, I would 
consider that from 250 to 350 acres would be a living area 
for a man engaged in agriculture, fruit-growing, and dairy- 
ing.- With railway facilities, I have no hesitation in 
stating that the country embracing Ebor, Hernani, and 
‘Tyringham is capable of carrying a very big population. 
The soil is not only rich, but we have permanent streams, 
whilst the rainfall is always regular. 

987. You speak of the value of the country from a fruit 
production standpoint; what particular class of country 
are you utilising in that way !—The same class of country 
2s you see at Ebor—basalt country. I am about 7 miles 
out. 

988. Where do you market your fruit?—We have no 
market for it at present. We sell a few of the best, but 
very often feed the pigs with the balance. 

989, With railway facilities do you think you could com- 
pete with other parts of the State ?—I do. 

990. Where would your market be !—Armidale and 
Grafton. ‘They do not grow apples in those districts, or at 
any rate not in any great quantities. 

991. Do jou think the proposed route would be most 
helpful from a closer settlement standpoint /—Yes. 

992. How many men would be required to look after an 
area cf from 250 to 300 acres growing fruit and potatoes ? 
—A man with bis family could look after it. 

993. You say that you have never seen any signs of 
codlin moth in your orchard /—No, there is no sign of it. 
Our trees are all quite free from disease. Another thing is 
that the trees do not seem to require half the care in culti- 
vation that is necessary in other places. I have never 
ploughed the land on which those apples were grown. 

Y9t. Mr. Doe.) You speak of cultivating your potato 
land for eleven years; for how wany years in succession 
have you cropped potatoes from it !—Three years. 

995, I presume that when you put potatoes in first you 
got larger averages than you are getting now 7—Yes, in the 
early days when the ground was new I got 12 tons; later 
I got from 5 to 6 tons. 

°96. You have noticed a decline in the output from the 
time you started up to the present due to the fact that you 
are not alternating the crops or not manuring 1— Yes, 

997. Under a better system of farming you could get 
better results than you are getting to-day !—Certainly. 
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James Carter MacDougall, postmaster and stor-keeper, 
Hernani, sworn, and examined :— 


$98. Mr, Mahony.]| How long have you been at 
Hernani /—Seven years next October. 

999. What evidence do you wish to submit to the Com- 
mittee in support of the proposed line ?---In 1921 I sent 
away about 270 tons of potatoes. The freight that year 
was £6 to Grafton and £5 to Armidale. In the following 
year I sent 120 or 130 tons. In 1921 the price of potatoes 
was good, and it paid to give the big freights, but in the 
following year the price of potatoes on the coast and in 
Armidale was too low to be profitable. The price on the 
coast was from £7 to £8 per ton, so that there was prac- 
tically no profit for the grower. This year, up to the pre- 
sent, I have sent away about 112 to 115 tons. The price 
is fairly high again. In the years when potatoes are bring- 
ing a good price it is possible to send produce from this 
part of the country. When the price is low it does not 
pay. If we had a railway we could get our produce to the 
coast, and we should be very well paid if it realised £7 or 
£8 per ton. Under present conditions it is no use sending 
potatoes unless they are bringing £11 or £12; nothing 
under £10 pays, The country is very suitable for potato- 
growing, and we could grow ten times as many as we grow 
at present if we could get them away cheaply. 

1000. Where do you find your principal market ?—The 
Clarence and Richmond Rivers. At present we-are sending 
a good many to Armidale. 

1001. Have you much land under cultivation ?—This 
year I have over 100 tons of my own. ‘The stuff I send 
away does not represent all my own growing ; I generally 
buy from other growers in the district. 

1002. What is the average price in this district /—This 
year from £6 to £7 on the ground. The present carriage 
to Grafton is £4 10s, and to Armidale £4. In seasons 
when feed is dear it costs more. 

1003. Do you think sufficient potatoes could be grown in 
this district to supply the whole of the North Coast 
market {—I am sure of it. 

1004, And if you had facilities more land would be put 
under cultivation?—-Undoubtedly. If you knew that you 
could get them to the coast for £1 per ton, £5 on the ground 
would pay, but if you have to pay £4 or £4 10s. for car- 
riage, it is a gamble. 

1005, Could you compete with the Tasmanian produce 
when there isa glut?—If we had a railway I think we 
could put the Tasmanian potatoes right out of it. We 
could grow thousands of tons in this district alone. 

1006. When the line from Glenreagh is completed will 
that be helpful to you?—In a measure, but as our principal 
market is on the Clarence and the Richmond it would still 
be expensive to get them there, 

1007. What area would a person require to make a living 
by producing potatoes?—The crops average from 4 to 5 
tons to the acre and in average seasons the price on the 
rivers runs from £7 to £9. The man working my place has 
40 acres under cultivation. I suppose we have over 109 
tons of potatoes this year. I think it would be a little bit 
risky for a settler to depend on one form of produce. He 
would be better off with an area of from 200 to 300 acres 
for mixed farming. 

1008. Do you think there would be any market for your 
potatoes in the north-western districts !—In the years when 
they were fetching a good price certainly, and if we had a 
railway we could send them in that direction. 

1009. Chairman.] Is the Dorrigo good potato growing 
country !—It is not as suitable as this. They grow fairly 
good crops, but in a wet year they are not as good as they 
are on this part of the tableland, nor do they produce any- 
thing like the quantity we do. 

1010. Where do you get your stores from !—Grafton, at 
a cost of £4 10s. per ton by road. Then there is the 
freight from Sydney as well. 

1011, Wouid the construction of the proposed line enable 
you to get your goods from Dorrigo!—There would still be 
28 miles of carriage from Dorrigoto thetop. The distance 
would be considerably less of course ; it is 66 miles now. 
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1012. In the event of the line to Dorrigo from Glenreagh 
being ccmpleted how would you get your supplies?—Up 
from the coast I suppose. 

1013. What tonnage comes into Hernani?—Since I have 
been there I have got on an average 8 tons a month. 
Counting the chaff and stuff from Armidale, a great deal 
more, I should say an average of 10 tons per month. 

1014. Is there any quantity of case goods which doos 
not come through your hands ?—Not a great deal, but if we 
had a railway there would be a great many more settlers 
and more stuff would be required. At the present time 
most of the holdings are big cattle runs. If they were 
subdivided we should be able to carry a much greater 
population. 

L015. Mr. Travers,| What would be the average produc- 
tion of potatoes in tho Hernani district /—From 3} to 4 
tons to the acre. 

1016. Is that about the average of production in the 
Ebor district?—Yes. It would be a fair average right 
through. 


Fitzroy MacDougall, grazier, Hernani, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1017. Mr. Drummond.| Where is your holding ?— About 
10 miles north north-west from Hernani, and about 20 
miles from the proposed line. 

1018. What would be your nearest point on the proposed 
line !—Deervale. I have a prepared statement to submit 
to the Committee :—I have been interested in grazing all 
my life, and I have known this district since 1897. Itisa 
district practically immune from drought. <A railway 
would save the lives of many thousands of sheep and cattle 
at a time like the present. In the 1902 drought numbers 
of sheep and cattle came into this district for grass, In 
1915 there was very little loss of stock in this district, In 
the country I was interested in, we lost about 500 head of 
cattle out of 3,000 head. The greatest part of this loss was 
on the lower end of the occupation leases, which extend 
right off the table-land some thirty miles distant. On two 
other properties I was interested in, about 30 miles from 
Grafton, in one case out of a herd of 5,000 head, 300 head 
were left alive at the end of the drought, and in the other, 
out of 2,000 head of cattle, 700 head remained alive. All 
the stations in the valley of the Clarence —Ramornie, 
Newbold, Yulgilbar, &e.—reckoned about a 75 per cent. 
loss in their herds in that drought. In the 1918 drought 
there were from 20,000 to 22,000 cattle on agistment in 
the district besides many thousands of sheep travelling the 
stock routes and roads for grass, At the present time 
there are from 8,000 to 10,000 cattle in the district on 
azistment, and 12,000 sheep travelling for grass in this 
district. I consider there are within working distance of 
the proposed line 200,000 acres of Crown lands suitable for 
settlement and forestry purposes, 

1019. What was the estimate of loss in this district 
during the 1915 drought !—There were no very great losses. 
I suppose I had from 1,500 to 2,000 head of cattle on agist- 
ment, and there were no very heavy losses amongst them. 
I do not think that any of the cattle which came here had 
any heavy losses. 

1020. What was the percentage of loss generally !—I do 
not think it was more than 5 per cent. 

1021. Do you mean the Committee to infer that this 
is a safer carrying district than the Clarence Valley /—In 
drought time it is. In 1918 there was a lot of the Clarence 
Valley which was not effected, but the 1915 drought was 
the worst known. 

1022. With regard to the sheep bought in, do they travel 
through or do they come here for agistment?!—They are 
generally travelling through. 

1023. Are the forest reserves availed of for starving 
stock in drought time ?—Yes, I hold a lot of that country 
in my occupation license. 

1024. Quite apart from the alicnated areas, as long as 
these forest reserves are retained there will be room for 
stock in drought time ?!— Yes, 
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1025. In how many years during the last ten years have 
stock been brought into this district for relief purposes !— 
Five; there would be 1915, 1916, 1917, 1318, and this 

ear. 

1026. Out of that period stock have come here for relief 
purposes every second year?—Yes, and if cattle had been 
worth more this year I think a good many more would have 
come, but the price has been so low people did not think it 
worth while to pay for agistment for them. 

1027. How do you view the suggestion to deviate the 
Ine through Tyringham ?—I think that would be a better 
route to follow than the one through Deervale. 

1028. When you speak of this being useful relief country 
in time of drought have you in mind any connection with 

. the north-western system ?—To make it a real paying line 
it should go right through to the north-west. Then you 
would have the coast within 150 to 200 miles as against 
400 or 500 miles to Sydney. 


Howard Frederick Leslie Palmer, commercial traveller, 
Ingleburn, sworn, and examined :— 


1029. Chairman.| What statement do you propose to 
put before the Committee ?—I merely desire to offer a com- 
parison between the possibilities of closer settlement in this 
and other districts. 

1030. What other districts are you acquainted with t—I 
have just come off an 800 miles trip from Hillston here. 
In that part of the State it requires from 2,000 to 10,000 
acres as a living area, When you consider that in this 
district 200 acres would support a family, it seems to me 
that the construction of a railway is urgently necessary. I 
am very well acquainted with the district. I have visited 
every farm and homestead along the Hastings, Macleay, 
Camden Haven, and Comboyne. I consider that this 
country, in regard to carrying capacity, is quite equal to 
the Comboyne. I know pioneers who took up 640 acres 
and could not work it. They sold half, and now many of 
them have retired and are living on a share of half 320 


acres. I have gone into every hole and corner of New 
England, I have seen the fruit-grower at Uralla pested 


with all sorts of plagues. The thing which impresses me in 
this district is the productiveness of what are practically 
neglected old orchards, orchards which have not been 
eultivated for many years, and still there is no sign of pest. 
All the English fruits grow here to perfection. 

1031. Generally you say that this is a district which, 
with railway communication, would lend itself to closer 

_ settlement ?—That is so. 


Robert James Kemp, police constable,Guy Fawkes, sworn, 
and examined :— 

1032. Mr. Burke.| I believe you have a statement to sub- 
mit to the Committee /—Yes. I haye been stationed in this 
district for the past twelve years. I know the proposed 
railway route from Dorrigo to Guyra. From my previous 

_ experience I consider the land on most of the route com- 
pares with any-in New South Wales. The land will 


pr.duce any crop that is sown. It is ideal potato land. I 
have seen crops of from 9 to 10 tons per acre grown, with 
very little trouble taken in preparing the soil. The seed 
mostly used is very inferior, having been grown in the 
district for years, and is mostly run out, J consider that 
if better potato-seed was used the crops would average more 
to the acre. At the present time the farmers will not grow 
too much on acccunt of the heavy carriage to get their 
produce to a market. When the cost of carriage, digging, 
and bags is found, there is very little left for the producer. 
If the proposed line were built, the carriage would be 
cheaper, more crops would be grown, and the output would 
be far greater. The land grows excellent oats, I have 
seen from 2 to 3 tons per acre in this district, and from 
14 tons to 2 tons at Wongwibinda, 18 miles from Ebor, 
along the proposed route, which is called inferior cultiva- 
tion land. ‘The land near Wongwibinda is of granite 
formation, and would produce better crops if manure was 
used. It is ideal grazing land for cattle and sheep. The 
wool produced along this route is the best grown in the 
world. A portion of the land along the route for about 
6 or 7 miles is inferior, but I consider a man with from 1,200 
to 1,500 acres, with the raillway built, could make a good 
living. I class it as second-class grazing land, The land 
along the routs from Guy Fawkes, Ebor, to Tyringham is 
all first-class grazing and agricultural land. At present it 
is mostly used for grazing, producing cattle, and fattening 
them for the markets. Jf the railway was built it would 
support hundreds of families. At prescnt it is only sup- 
porting one family, which holds large areas. All this land 
is fit for closer settlement ; I think from 300 to 400 acres 
would be a living area if the proposed line was built. The 
settlers could go in for dairying and mixed farming, and 
make a good living and support their families. This 
district can boast of having one of the best climates in the 
State. It is 5,000 feet above sea-level, and the climate is 
bracing and healthy. Doctors from Grafton and the coast 
would send more people here for health reasons if the 
conveyance was not so dear, The scenery in this Cistrict 
is beautiful. Taking Point Lookout, with a height of 
5,250 feet, you can see with the naked eye the ocean, coast 
line, and steamers going out to sea, a distance of between 
30 and 40 miles. The scenery below the Point to the coast 
is very hard to describe, being so magnificent. Mr, Rayen 
and Dr. Gregory, both Americans, who viewed this sight, 
informed me that it was the finest they had witnessed. These 
gentlemen have nearly travelled the world. There are also 
Round and Snowy Mountains, with a height of 5,350 feet, 
these being the highest mountains within the New England 
district, The scenery from them is most beautiful; you 
can see for‘miles around. All these mountains are within 
6 miles from Ebor Hotel. There are also beautiful water- 
fal,s, the principal ones being bor (350 feet), Black Gang 
(250 feet), Panton Creek Fall (450 feet), Serpentine and 
Back Creek Falls, and many others, All the streams are 
full of trout, and good fishing is gained; shooting is in 
abundance. Ebor and district, with its beautiful scenery, 
good trout streams, and bracing climate, is practically 
unknown, but if the railway was builtit would soon become 
a popular resort. 


THURSDAY, 14 JUNE, 1923. 


[The Committee met at the Ebor Hotel, Ebor. | 
Present :— 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Franeots Micwarn Burke, Esa. 


The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuaiman). 


WittiaM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian dames Doz, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider. the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


-Tom Hinchey Ellis, drover, Ebor, sworn, and examined :— 

1033. Chairman.|] You have a statement to present to 
the committee !—Yes, I wish especially to deal with the 
timber resources of the district. — Before I took on droving 
T was working amongst the timber for’ years, 80 can speak 


from practical experience. The timber belt that will be 
tapped by this line is one of the largest and best IT haye 
seen in the State, The Marengo district, which starts seven 
(7) miles from Hernani, I know well, having worked in 
it for five or six years. This forest belt continues right 


through to Tyringham, Cloud’s Creek, and Nymboida, The 
principal varieties of timber are stringybark, several kinds 
of gum, tallowwood, in large quantities, mahogany, Black- 
butt; and on Cloud’s Creek is to be found some of the 
finest spotted gum and ironbark I have seen, In my 
opinion, it would be impossible for anyone to estimate the 
value or quantity of the timber on this area. There are 
also large belts of softwoods throughout. At present, 
where settlement is taking place, large quantities of this 
timber are being destroyed, This represents a very heavy 
loss to the State. Some of the area mentioned is beyond 
the 12-mile limit of influence of the line, >t, in my opinion, 
if is quite accessible. Considering the fac: that freight on 
hardwood from Tyringham to Armidale is now £1 per 100 
feet, by team, and that large quantities are taken in that 
manner, [ maintain that the construction of this line and 
the connection with Inverell will develop a tremendous 
trade in timber throughout New England and the north- 
west. 

1034. How far from the surveyed line is the nearest 
portion of that timber belt ?—About 12 miles. 

1035. And how far north or north-west does it extend 
fram that point !—-About 30 miles, towards the Nymboida. 

1036. Do you agree that in that area there are 400,000 
asres of timber country ?—-I would say so, roughly. I 
have been over a good deal of it, and J] should say that 
the area would closcly approximate that. 

1037. Assuming o line from Guyra to Dorrigo was built, 
would it enable any portion of that large area to be cut 
and the timber marketed ?--I think so. 

1038. To what point on the proposed line would the 
timber be brought ?—-Some of it would come to Ebor, and 
that from the Tyringham end would possibly go to Dorrigo. 

1039. Do you wish to say anything about the proposed 
deviation through Tyringham ?—-In my opinion it would 
open up more country. You would be practically in the 
‘middle of this timber country. 

1040. Mr. Doe.| In that timber area is there much 
ironbark for sleepers ?—-At Cloud’s Creek, 12 miles rorth 
from Tyringham, there would be timber available. A 
man really wants to sec that country to realise its timber 
possibilities. hero sre any amount of trees from which 
you could get from 5,000 te 6,000 feet of milling timber. 

1041. Mr. Drummord.| How many trees of that 
character would there be to the acre ?—Not many; on the 
average six or seven, but on a good lot of the country it 
would be possible to got trees giving 3,000 feet of milling 
timber. 

1042. A previous witness told us that he thought it 
would be possible to cut 20,000 superficial feet of timber 
on some of that country. Do you agree with that ?— 
I de not think he is far out. 


Arthue Adam Menzies, grazier and farmer, Kixcore, 
Ebor, sworn, and examined :— 

1043. Mr. Travers.| What is the area of your halding ?— 
2,100 acres. 

1044. Have you a statement to present ?—Yes. 
holdings comprise 2,100. acres. I intend to put on 
share-farmers to dairy, &c., on all the land with 
the exception of 600 acres, which I intend to mix-farm 
and dairy on myself and family of nine. The proposed 
railway route runs right through my property. I have 
been farming and dairying since I came to Ebor, twenty 
years ago, when I selected 987 aéres in the hope that there 
would be a railway in a very short time. This land is 
adapted for almost any root crops; potatoes, turnips, 
mengels, and onions do remarkably well. I have had 
potatoes up to 10 tons per acre, and turnips to about 
25 tons. I consider that an average crop of potatoes here 
in norms! seasons would be about 6 tons to the acre. Wheat 
and oats do well for hay purposes. Having no facilities 
for threshing we do not grow for grain. As much as 3 tons 
of hay per sere has boen grown here, end an average crop 
should go from 2 to 2} tans per acre. Corn also does very 


My 
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well, and from early sorts I have grown good crops, 
I have had as many as 60 tons of potatoes which, after 
the expense of digging aud bagging, rotted in a pit, as the 
price in Grafton was £6, and carriage would have cost 
£5 per ton. I have about 100 tons of potatoes this your 
still in the ground, and they probably will stay there 
if the price is not sufficient to allow for our heavy cartage 
expenses, Some years I feed the pigs with a great many 
of them, but of late years it does not pay to fatten pigs 
as you have to travel them 40 miles to a factory. All 
sorts of artificial grasses, such as cocksfoot, paspalum, rye 
grass, and clovers, especially red clover, do exceptionally 
well. I have about 2 acres of red clover on ordinary soil 
not alluvial, which I cut for hay three times a year. I 
have a sample 3 ft. Gin. high. I have nearly 200-acres 
of these grasses, which have been sown for some years. 
They seem to ke standing very well, and the paddocks 
at the present time are carrying a heavy growth of grass 
and clovers. I also have a small plot of lucerne, about 
an acre in’extertt, which does wonderfully well, and hes 
yielded four cuts this year already, and there is a good 
show for the fifth. I have a sample of some nearly 4 fect. 
Luceme could be grown here on a fairly large scale. Any 
of the rich red soil is suitable. My plot is on the top of a 
rise and is rot alluvia) soil. Rape and tares do well, in 
fact, anything that can be grown in a cool climate can 
be grown heze to suecess. With reilway facilities I could 
grow anything up to 500 tons of potatoes per year, besides 
other crops and dairy produce. I look upon this as one 
of the most suitable places I have ever seen for dairying, 
as we have good natural grasses, mixed with white clover, 
and most of the land can be cultivated for growing cow 
feed, such as broad-cast corn, sorghum, mangolds, &e. It 
can then be sown down with artificial grasses. I 
dairied here on a fairly large scale when we had a butter 
factory at Ebor. The factory has since closed down, 
mainly on account of the cost of trarsit to market. I have 
re-started operations recently, ard am sending my cresm 
37 miles to a factory, the freight being 7s. per can. The 
cream deteriorates in flavour over that jourrey with the 
lid closed down. I interd to start two more dairics, on 
my own property. I consider that I hold a record for 
cows here on natural grasses. Sixty-eight cows averaged 
£1 Gs. per cow per month when butter was 62d. per lb. at Ebor 
factory for the month of November, 1909. At prosent 
there is a likelihood of another butter factory starting 
in this district. As ® matter of fact, the shares are rearly 
all sold, and I am sure it is certain to start. Any dairymen 
could storo sufficient feed from this land to put him through 
the very worst winter. I have tried ensilage-makirg here 
from corn with great success. I may further state that 
this land is very easily cleared for the plough, ss most 
of the timber has been ringbarked for a number of years, 
and a man could clear and plough a very large arca in 
a short time at very little expense. J am not an expert on 
fruit, but all classes of apples, pears, cherries, plums, ard 
English gooseberries do well. I have about 4 scrcs of 
orchard in beerirs, ond at the present time I am givirg 
most of the apples to the pigs. The apples here can be 
kept till Spring if properly cared for, and there seem to be 
no diseases in them, though all other centres this year 
had fruit fly. Our crops are clean. Apples from here 
have taken prizes at Dorrigo, Grafton, and Bellingen 
shows. I am quite satisfied that with railway facilities, 
this Ebor lend will become one of the Gardens of Eden. Fat 
bullocks from hore have taken prizes at Armidale, Sydrey, 
and Bathurst shows, fattened on natural grasses. As for 
market gardening you could get nothing better as we have 
the soil and the rainfall. Peas end beans can ho grown 
here on a very large scale, ard do well. Cabbage ard 
cauliflowers could also be mado a paying conccrn with 
railway facilities. For the few vegetables grown hero this 
year there has been @ great demand, and I have been serdirg 
cabbages, &c., away for some months. I heve had expert 


gardeners here from other parts, and they say they never saw 
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2, better assortment of vegetables grown enywhere, We have 
had to pay £3 to £3 10s. to Armidale per ton, ard £5 to 
£5 10s. to Grafton. I bought potatoes here one year, ard 
paid £1,200 carriage on same. I aleo sent a consignment 
to the Coastal Farmers’ Society two years ago—4 tons— 
and my return from them, after carriage had been deducted, 
wes 12s. Cd. I have also sent potatoes to Macksville via 
Armidale end Maitland, which cost me about £7 per ton 
carriage. Produce, especially potatoes, that is stacked on 
bullock or horse waggons for five to six days and carted 
over our rough roads, does not improve in value. 

1045. You say that you have taken as much as 10 tons 
of potatoes to the acre ; how many acres did you get that 
result from ?—Five. 

1046. How many acres have you under potatoes now ?— 
About twenty-two. 

1047. Is that the largest area you have had under 
cultivation ?—Yes. 

1048. Where do you send your potatoes to ?—Round 
to Macksville and Grafton, also to the Bellingen, and 
several lots to the Richmond River; and some have’ gone 
to Armidale. 

1049. Would you only send your produce in years when 
the price of potatoes was high, or would it pay you to send 
when the price was normal ?—With normal prices it does 
not pay. It only pays if we can show a return over and 
above the cost of carriage, digging and bagging. We send 
to whichever market we can get the best price in. 

1050. What quantity of potatoes is produced in the 
district as a whole ?—I think you could safely say from 
600 to 700 tons. I think we have that this year. 

1051. What area under cultivation would that repre- 
sent ?—I suppose from 100 to 120 acres, or possibly a 
little more. Some people have old land, and their crops 
are not nearly so good. 

1052. Is that in the Ebor district ?—It would include 
a little of Hernani; I should say a radius of 5 or 6 miles 
round. 

1053. Taking your own farm, what would you consider 
a fair living area for mixed farming ?—From 200 to 300 
acres would represent an area on which a man could main- 
tain a family with mixed farming and dairying. 

1054. How many dairy cows are you running ?—At 
present I have only a small herd of twenty. 

1055. How much cream is produced in the district ?— 
At present very little. Only four dairymen are producing 
cream and sending it to Dorrigo. Inthe summer I expect 
there will be eight or ten. 

1056. Has the dairy industry gone back ?—No, the 
trouble is we have no factory to treat our stuff. 

1057. You had a factory, why did it close down ?—One 
of the causes was the rabbits. We just built the factory, 
when the rabbits first came. Another reason is the large 
holdings. Then again, a number of people who promised 
to support the factory failed to keep their promise, and 
we had great trouble in getting our butter on the market 
as a first-class article. We had to’send our produce to 
Armidale, with the result that it deteriorated in transit 
and became second-class. 

1058. How long does it take to go to Dorrigo ?—Three 
or four hours. Cream deteriorates very rapidly especially 
in the summer time. 

1059. Taking that radius of 5 miles, what area would 
represent potato-growing country ?—On the average of 
the land in the Ebor district I reckon that 76 per cent. is 
fit for agriculture. 


1060. Is there much lucerne grown in the district ?— 
No, Iam the only grower. 


1061. Have the results justified you in increasing your 
area ?—Yes. 


1062. Is there much country suitable for lucerne ?—- 
I have tried it on the flats, but any shelf or tabletop within 
reasonable distance of water will grow lucerne. Another 
favourable circumstance is our wet climate. You need 
not go down deep because you get the water on the top, 


1063. Has paspalum been tried ?—Yes, and it does 
remarkably well. 

1064. Is it likely to be of any commercial value as 
fodder ?—Most decidedly. 

1065. Taking the country right through to Dorrigo, 
and 10 miles north and south of the line, how would you 
generally describe it ?—From Dorrigo to Deervale is 
mostly scrub land. Some of it is very rich; some would 
be classed as sccond-class scrub land, though it is good 
land for growing grass. From Deervale to the fringe of 
the Snowys you get into the red land. Then on for the 
next 6 miles there is an inferior class of land which J main- 
tain would be suitable for growing paspalum in larger 
areas. Then from the Snowys through Aberfoyle you have 
a class of country fit for growing oats or potatoes, though 
after the first or second season you would need to use 
fertilisers. It is a red soil, and you would get as 
good a crop as here. From Aberfoyle on to within 16 miles 
of Guyra you get into another belt of rich red soil, which 
would grow any crop, and the greater part of which could 
be cultivated. 

1066. Acre for acre would you get better results from 
the country between Ebor and Dorrigo than for a similar 
distance towards Guyra ?—I should say that you would 
get better results towards Dorrigo. 

1067. In the event of the line being constructed where ~ 
would you expect to find a market for your produce ?— 
For potatoes we would go to the coast. This season there 
is a demand on the line. I am sending some potatoes 
to Brisbane, trucking at Armidale. In normal seasons 
our demand would be on the coast. 

1068. Could you compete with Guyra, when sending 
to Brisbane ?—Yes, with railway facilities. 
1069. Would you expect to find a market in the north 
and north-west ?—I think they would take our potatoes, 

chaff, and such lke. 

1070. It has been suggested that, instead of going through 
Deervale, the line should be deviated in the direction of 
Tyringham; would that deviation serve better country 
than would be served by the surveyed line ?—When [I said 
that the country 12 miles on each side of the surveyed 
route was good I made a mistake. To the south of the 
line between Deervale and Ebor the~country is practically 
bluff. 

1071. Would it be to the advantage of the district 
generally if the line was swung north to Tyringham ?— 
Decidedly. It would serve better country. 

1072. Is there good country 12 miles north of Tyringham ? 
—Yes, land eminently suitable for mixed farming and 
agriculture. 

1073. The suggested deviation would involve the con- 
struction of 6 additional miles of line at a cost of £100,000, 
apart from a number of expensive bridges; do you think 
that expenditure would be justified by the larger amount 
of good country which would be served ?—I do, for two 
reasons. In the first place the proposed line does not tap 
the timber belt, but by going to Tyringham you strike 
the heart of this wonderful forest country. In the second 
place there is a good deal of Crown land through the 
Marengo and Cloud’s Creek country which could be made 
available and which would be served by the deviation 
to Tyringham. 

1074. Will not portion of the Tyringham country be 
fairly well served when the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo 
is completed ?—Yes, but there is good country 25 miles out. 

1075. Mr. Drummond.] What is the nature of the country 
between Deervale and Dorrigo on the south side ?—It is a 
better class of country than you find on this side. 

1076. To what depth would it extend south of the line 
beyond Deervale ?—At some places there would be 12 
miles, and in other places only two. pe 

1077. What extent of country would there be between 
Deervale and Ebor ?—It is very limited in extent. 

1078. In your opinion, in view of those circumstances, 
would it be better to take the more northern route if it 
could be secured 4—Undoubtedly. 
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1079. Mr. Doe.] In a country such as this, which is 
admirably suited for dairying and for the growing of 
potatoes, do you not think a very fine bacon trade could 
be developed ?—Yes, it is a good place for pigs. 

1080. Has any consideration been given to the establish- 
ment of a bacon factory in connection with the butter 
factory ?—It has been talked of. 

1081. That would add materially to the produce which 
you would send along the proposed line ?—Yes. At the 
present time I have about thirty-five pigs which I am 
fattening for the Dorrigo market. 

1082. Mr. Burke.] What is your opinion of the Railway 
Commissioners’ estimate of a revenue of £40 per day from 
the railway ?—In view of what we can produce, and the 
timber traffic likely to result, I should say it was low. 
With railway facilities we could grow thousands of tons 
of potatoes. We have the land, and it is only a matter of 
planting the crops. That would be one item. In addition, 
there would be all classes of dairy produce, pigs, butter, 
and so on, and we have some of the finest forests in the 
State for timber. Those three items alone should yield 
more revenue than the estimate. 

1083. Do you consider that the Eboz district would 
largely contribute to that £40 per day without taking into 
consideration other districts ?—Certainly. Tyringham 
would be a very big help, and Aberfoyle, Wongwibinda, 
Ebor, Hernani, and Bosterbrick would all be contributories 
if the line went thorugh Tyringham. 

1084, You consider that those six districts would con- 
tribute on an average more than £6 10s. each per day in 
business to the railway ?—-Yes, I think they would easily 
double it. 

1085. Do you think those districts are likely to progress 
to such an extent as to warrant the expenditure on the 
proposed line, and that within a reasonable number of 
years you would be able to meet the interest charge and 
working expenses ?—I do. 

1086. Mr. Cameron.| From your knowledge of the district 
what would you say was the average yield of potatoes ?—- 
This year I think it is about 6 tons. 

1087, Take a period of five years ?—It would not vary 
very much; it might drop from 6 tons to 5, but with proper 
farming I think we could maintain an average of 6. We 
have one man who produced 16 tons on one acre. 

_ 1088. Mr. Mahony.) Where would you find your prin- 
cipal market for timber ?--Anywhere on the Northern 
Line from the border to Guyra, and from Guyra down as 
far as Werris Creek. There is also a prospective market 
in the north-western places such as Inverell and Moree. 
As s matter of fact telegraph poles are being sent from 
Coffs Harbour to Moree now. 

1039. You do not think that any of it would find its 
way to the southern market ?—It is just possible some 
of it might go further south. There is a shortage of 
timber. 

1090. Ii the line were not deviated would the timber in the 
Tyringham district go by Dorrigo ?—It would be quite 
possible. It is a good way out; it would be 20 miles from 
Dorrigo into the heart of that country. It would be about 
the same distance from Ebor. Theie are also’ softwood 
serubs, but the bulk of the timber is hardwood. 


Walter Henry Edmunds, grazier and carzicr, Wollomombi, 
sworn and examined :—- 

1091. Mr. Burke.| You have a statement to submit 
to the Committee ?—-Yes, The Wongiwbinda League, 
which I represont, has dealt with the area which lies between 
the 34 and 43 miles pegs on the Guyra-Ebor road, and 
within 2 radius of 10 miles of the present surveyed railway 
route. Area about 120,000 acies; present settlers, 20; 
population, 171; stock at present depastured, about 
65,000 sheep, 6,500 cattle, and 300 horses: wool pro- 
duced, about 500,000 Ib. annually; ‘stock reared, about 
5,000 lambs and 1,000 calves annually; agricultural 
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products, maize, potatoes, hay, and fruit can be grown on a 
large area ; timber, there isa large quantity of good stringy- 
bark on this area; carrying capacity in present state, | 
sheep to 14 acres; the land could be made to carry more 
stock if subdivided and improved; living area, 1,280 acres. 

1092. Is the 120,000 acres to which you refer held in 
large holdings at present ?—-Yes. Wongwibinda, comprising 
16,700 acres, and Lyndhurst, which is about the same area, 
are the largest holdings. 

1093. What would be the average holding in the locality ? 
—-4,000 or 5,000 acres. 

1094. In the event of the railway being built, do you 
think the large holdings would be subdivided ?—-I feel sure 
they would, but I em not in a position to say definitely. 

1095. At the present time the land is mainly used for 
grazing ?—-Yes. 

1096. You say that maize, potatoes, &¢., can be grown 
in that area; are any of those crops being produced at 
present ?---Yes. JI am producing a few potatoes. 

1097. What area is under potatoes to-day ?—There is not 
a great deal of agriculture going on at present. The bulk 
of the produce is coming from the Doughboys, which is 
basalt country. That is in one large holding. I have 
heard on good authority that it would. be subdivided 
in the event of the railway going through it. 

1098. Has there becn any increase in settlement in 
recent years ?—-Not a great deal, but the country has been 
very much improved, 

1099. The twenty settlers you refer to, I suppose they 
are the original settlers !—Principally. 

1100. With regard to the wool produced, how is that 
disposed of ?—-It goes by team to Armidale or Guyra, 
and then on to Sydney. In ordinary times it costs £3 
per ton to cart, and the price goes as high as £4. 

1101. Do you consider a distance of 10 miles a fair 
distance to cart produce ?—No. I consider it could be 
carted a great deal further. Many settlers would be pre- 
pared to cart a greater distance than that. There is a 
lot of country near the Falls which would be served by 
the railway which is not included in my estimate. 

1102. What would be the cost of carriage to the railway 
for 10 miles ?—It runs out at about 1s, 3d. per ton per mile 
—-about 12s. 6d. 

1103. In the event of the completion of the line from 
Glenreagh and the construction of the proposed line, how 
would your wool go ?—-I should say towards the coast. 
That would be easier than sending it through Guyra to 
Sydney. 

1104. On that calculation you would save £2 10s. in 
carriage to Armidale, and in addition would enjoy a lesser 
freight to Sydney ?—Yes. 

1105. What is the extent of your grazing area ?--I have 
1,800 acres, 400 acres of which is keeping the other 1,400. 
Part of it is cattle country, and the other part sheep. 

1106. In the event of the railway being constructed, 
what area would you put under potatoes ’—The 400 acres 
is grazing land. The remaining 1,400 acres are further 
from the line, and of that area 200 acres would be cultivable. 
That would be about 12 miles from the line. 

1107. Would you regard that as too far for potato- 
growing ?@—No. 

1108. Is any of the country suitable for dairying ?— 
Pretty well all of it, I think. 

1109. The constructlon of the proposed line would give 
a great impetus to production generally ?—I am sure of 
it. The country would be cut up and there would be a 
much larger population within 4 very few years. 

1110. The present holders would cultivate more exten- 
sively ?-—I em sure of it. if i 

1111. The Railway Commissioners estimate that the 
revenue earnings of the proposed line will be about £40 
per day,—what is your opinion?—I think the estimate is 
too low. I could make that with a few horse teams 
without a railway. 
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1112. What contribution towards the revenue would 
your district make ¢’—-There is a lot of timber, which would 
be cut and put on the railway. In addition, there would 
be wool and preduce both in and out. 

1113. How long does the potato season last ?—I had 
potatoes this year in January. I have some of them now. 
The season will run on for a long time, just as it does at 
Guyra, from January well into the winter. 

11138. That would produce a regular revenue for the 
railway over a good part of the year /—Yes, 


Arthur Swinton Mackenzie, grazier, Woolomombi, sworn 
and examined :— 


1114. Chairman.] What is the area of your holding ?— 
1,490 acres. 

1115. What increase in all classes of produce do you 
think would take place as the result of building the proposed 
line ?—I think there would be a very large increase in 
stock, dairy produce, chaff, and the products of the district 
generally. Fort my own part I am only cultivating 6 or 7 
acres, but I have at least 15 or 20 acres of basalt country 
which I could put under cultivation. At,the present time 
it is useless to attempt to grow more because there is no 
market taking it year in and year out. There are times 
when you have to throw your potatoes away. In addition 
to the basaltic country there is other country which with 
artificial manuring would grow good crops. 

1116. How would you describe that country ?—It is 
sandy country. 

1117. Does that country lend itself to cultivation, or is 
+ mainly grazing ?—It is grazing at present, but with 
artificial manuring, as I say you could grow good crops. 
Under present conditions you could grow fruit. I am 
srowing splendid corn on 4 acres this year. 

1118. Is it country which would be suitable for dairy- 
ing ?—Yes. 

1119. Is your country typical of the country round 
Wongiebinda !—Yes. 

1120. Would there be much development in the way of 
dairying if the proposed line were constructed ?—I am 
certain there would be. 

1121. Would you be induced to go in for dairying either 
directly or by leasing portion of your land to dairy- 
farmers ‘—I! would not go in for it myself, but I would be 
prepared to let others do it on the share system. 

1122. Do you do anything in the way of fat-lamb 
raising ?—Yes. 

1123. How do you get your fat lambs to market ?—I do 
not send any. I have only sent in three trucks of sheep 
in ten years. I have had small lots of fats, but it was not 
worth taking them in. The expense of droving 40 miles is 
too great. 

1124. What distance would you have to travel if you 
had a railway ?—Half a mile. The line passes my place. 

1125. Mr. Drummond.| You live in the vicinity of the 
Doughboys ?—I have 200 acres on that area. ; 

1126. I understood you to say that out of those 200 
acres you had 15 acres of basalt country fit for cultiva- 
tion ¢—I could get that and more. 

1127. Is that percentage typical of the country or would 
some properties contain a greater proportion of basalt 
country ?—I think it is typical of the Doughboy country. 

1128. What do you-consider to be the extent of the 
basalt country ?—There is something over 6,000 acres in 
the station. 1 do not know what is in Lyndhurst, but there 
is good cultivation adjoining that station. 

1129. Do you regard the Commissioner’s estimate of 
revenue as reasonable ?—-No, I do not. I agree with the 
previous witness that he could make that much with two 
good teams. I think the estimate is a very low one. 

1130. Do you think this line could be made a payable 
proposition. in a reasonable time ?—Certainly. For one 
thing it would bring more settlers here. The large areas 
would be cut up. 


1131. What is your opinion in regard to a connection 
from the main line at Guyra with the north-western system 
at Inverell ?—It would be of great service in time of drought. 
The north-western district is very subject to drought. 
Here we practically always have good feed; it is seldom 
we are bad. In drought time instead of having to travel 
stock along the roads which are in a state of drought 
themselves, the north-western people would be able to 
avail themselves of the railway, and get their stock quickly 
to relief country. 

1132. Have you any idea of the number of fat sheep 
trucked from the surrounding district ?—Very few are 
trucked. It is too far to take them to Guyra or Armidale. 

1133. Is this a good fattening country for cattle 2—Yes, 
this district especially. 

1134. Have you noticed any fat stock going from this 
district towards Guyra to be trucked ?—An odd mob may 
go that way, but the majority would go towards Armidale. 
It would depend entirely on the state of the road. 

1135. Chairman.| Do you know the country for the first 
50 miles from Guyra towards Hbor ?—Yes. 

1136. Mr. Graeme, the District Surveyor at Armidale, 
describes that belt of country in these terms :— 


The limits of area—twelve miles on each side of this line for a 
distance of about fifty miles within the Armidale Land Board 
District embrace an area of about 640,000 acres. About 11,000 
acres of the alienated and long-termed lease lands consist of 
agricultural lands ; 331,000 acres ot good grazing land : and 210,000 
acres of medium grazing lands. 


What is your opinion of that ?—To the 41-mile peg it is all 
good grazing land, and there is a lot of cultivation land. 

1187. More than 11,000 acres ?—I think so by the time 
you take a radius of 12 miles. 

1138. Mr. Cameron.| As the result of your experience of 
the north-west would you say that this was fattening 
country ?—In the summer. I do not say that we could 
fatten as well, but we could fatten. I have sent fat sheep 
to Sydney and topped the market. On the plains they can 
fatten in half the time and the sheep hold their condition 
better. 

1139. You would not compare this with the fattening 
country in the north-west ?—No. Our sheep do not hold 
their condition in transit. 

1140. Chairman.| What do you do with your stores 1— 
We sell to the plains people. They determine our market, 


St. George 


Arthur Gore, grazier, sworn and 


examined : 


1141. Mr. Mahony.| Have you land in this district ?— 
Yes. My property is situated about midway between 
Kbor and Hernani on the Deeryale road. 

1142. What is the area ?—830 acres conditional purchase 
and 550 acres lease. 

1143. Have you a statement to submit ?—Yes. I 
propose to deal more especially with the suitability of the 
Kbor and Hernani districts for British immigrants. Having 
lived eight and a half years in England, I consider that 1 
have a fair knowledge of the climatic conditions under 
which the British farmers labour, and as I have also lived 
inthe Ebor and Hernani districts for the past nineteen years, 
I have a fair idea of the climatic conditions the British 
farmer would labour under here. I think there are very 
few places, if any, in Australia, where the British farmer 
would be more at home, and I feel sure that if he had 
proper British experience before coming to Australia he 
would be able to make a success of his farm without any 
further experience, if his farm were in this district. Spring 
and summer here are very similar to those seasons in 
England, as the temperatures are about the same, and we 
have plenty of moisture, our average rainfall being about 
50 inches. Autumn and winter are about four to six 
weeks longer in England, and are generally more severe 
there, the days being shorter and colder. Some years the 
falls of snow are very heavy in England. I am glad to say 
we have very little of this commodity here, and it never 
lies for any length of time. We can grow any crops here 


Kbor, 
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the English farmer has been used to erowing, such as, 
potatoes, swedes, field carrots, marygolds, beets, or any 
other of the root crops grown in England. Oats, barley, 
and rye also grow here to perfection, and I have no doubt 
that hops could be added to the list. It is safe to say that 
any variety of vegetables grown in England will grow here. 
We have all varieties of fruit grown in England flourishing 
in this district, such as apples, pears, cherries, currants, 
strawberries, gooseberries, raspberries, &c., also some that 
do not grow in England, such as peaches and nectarines. 
All English grasses grow in this district to perfection. 
_1144. How long have you been in this district ?—About 
nineteen years. For three years during that period I was 
in the Wongwibinda district. 
_ 1145. You consider this country suitable for English 
immigrants ?—Very suitable. 

1146. Do you think we could get agricultural immigrants 
from England ?—I have known them to come to this 
district, and I dare say they would come again. 

1147. Are they here now ?—Some of them. 

1148. How are they doing ?—Not as well as I would 
wish. The reason for that is that they have no means of 
getting their produce away. 

1149. Would they have been successful if they had a 
reasonable means of transport for their commodities ?—I 
am sure of it. 

1150. Would you class this country as being generally 
suitable for settlement ?—Yes, highly suitable. 

1151. Chairman.] What capital would an English 
immigrant require to take up enough land in this district 
to give him a decent living ?—With railway facilities and 
if he were helped by the Government, as I take it he would 
be, he would not requfre much. If he could get sufficient 
help to buy his land he would merely want enough to enable 
him to purchase his implements, build his house and get a 
few head of cattle. If he was going in for agriculture only 
I suppose £500 or £600 would set him up very well. 

1152. Mr. Mahony.| Would it be a good policy to settle 
the sons of local farmers on the land ?—I think it would. 
Our difficulty has been that we have not been able to get 
our produce away. I have grown produce, but there is no 
encouragement to continue. 

1153. You would be in favour of settling the sons of 
local farmers ?—Certainly, they are the best settlers we 
have, but there has been so much talk of Britishers coming 
here that I have confined my evidence to that aspect of the 
question. 


Archibald McIntyre, farmer and grazier, Milamba, Guy 


Fawkes, sworn, and examined :— 


1154. Mr. Doe.] What area of land have you ?—~1,700 
acres, situated about 2} miles from the route of the pro- 
posed line. 

~1155. Do you desire to address yourself to any particular 
aspect of the question of railway extension ?—I wish to 
give evidence mainly in regard to the timber resources of 
the district. Take, first of all, the Marengo country. I 
estimate there is an area 25 miles long, averaging 15 miles 
wide, carrying some of the finest timber in the State. So 
far, never an axe has been put into it. There must be 
millions of feet of timber available there. I could not give 
any details as to quantity, but I should say that there is 
room for many saw mills. The timber is all easily got at. 
There are no rough parts, so far as I can see, and I went 
about 6 miles into the forest and across it. I think I 
should be well within the mark if I said there would be 
fully 240,000 acres of timber there. That timber could be 
taken out either this way or across Tyringham, but I think 
this would be the better road. There is another area on 
the Snowys, smaller in extent, about 10 miles square. 
The proposed line would go through that timber belt. There 
is another area to the south, past the Serpentine, where 
there are some thousands of acres of good forest country 
That would be in the parish of Cunna Warra. That area is 
easily get-at-able, and nothin ghasbeen taken out. It contains 
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the best class of timber. I should say that from where 
the timber starts would be 6 or 8 miles to the proposed 
line. Those are the three places I know of where good 
timber is available. 

1156. What variety of timbers are to be found in the 
first area you mentioned ?—Stringy-bark, messmate, 
tallow-wood, blue and white gum, scrub box, and blackbutt. 

1157. Is there any ironbark ?—Not there, but I under- 
stand ironbark is to be found to the north. 

1158. Which of those varieties predominate ?—Most of 
it would be stringy-bark and messmate. Ishould say there 
would be more stringy-bark than any other class of timber. 

1159. What proportion of tallow-wood would there 
be ?—Not more than one-third of what there would be of 
other timbers. I did not see the best of it. 

1160. As regards the Snowy, what class of timber is 
to be got there ?—Stringy-bark, messmate and black-butt. 
Those are the three best timbers. There is no tallow-wood 
or ironbark. 

1161. Now take the area in the parish of Fitzroy—what 
timbers would you get there ?—Stringy-bark, messmate. 
and gum, but no tallow-wood. 

1162. The timbers you have mentioned all have a com- 
mercial value ?—The very best. 

1163. Do you think there would be an extensive timber 
trade for the proposed line if it were constructed ?— 
Absolutely; there is no better timber in this part of the 
State. 

1164. Would there be any distinct advantage from the 
point of view of the general good if this line was swung 
towards Tyringham to bring it nearer to the Marengo 
Forest ?—Certainly there would be. 

1165. In which direction would the bulk of the timber 
go ¢—If the line went from Guyra to Inverell, a good deal 
of it would go to the west. It would go to the north and 
south and to the west, as well for general dstribution. 


Ronald Andrew MacDougall, grazier, Clovelly, Ebor, sworn, 
and examined :— 


1166. Mr. Cameron.] You have a prepared statement ?— 
Yes. The country from Guyra to Ebor and on to Dorrigo 
is excellent for closer settlement, and with the exception 
of a narrow strip of about 6 miles wide, is all ready for 
settlement, and would give a return immediately. This 
6 miles is not waste land. With improvement it would be 
good sheep land or dairying country. I have lived in this 
district for about twenty-five years, and have never seen 
a bad drought here in the whole of that time. I have 
been interested in stations in other parts of the State, but 
have always looked upon this district as the safest country 
in time of drought. In the 1918 drought it was estimated 
that there were something like 20,000 cattle from drought 
areas on agistment in this district, and we had very few 
losses in any of the stock. In the present drought I would 
consider there were about 10,000 cattle on agistment in 
this district. I consider there would be an area of about 
300,000 acres of Crown lands, and about half of which 
would come within the actual sphere of influence recognised 
in railway construction. But settlement would undoubtedly 
be made possible on the whole area should this railway be 
constructed. The land is suitable for dairying and farm- 
ing, and easy for road construction. Motor lorries and 
teams would convey the produce to the railway. The balance 
of this land would be exceptionally good timber land, the 
principle timbers being tallow-wood, stringy-bark, messmate, 
spotted gum, ironbark, and other hardwood timbers. 
There is also softwood timber in the scrubs. There is a 
movement on foot to cut up a number of the large 
estates in this district for closer settlement, and the Rural 
Bank valuators are at present valuing the land. It is 
estimated that from 200 to 300 acres would be a living 
area with railway facilities. At present it is difficult to 
get our produce to market. We have about 50,000 acres 
of this land under offer to the Government for closer settle- 
ment, 


Witnesses—R. A. MacDougall, and L. G. Waugh, 14 June, 1923, 


1167. In what other parts,of the State have you had 
experience 2-J have been interested in stations on the 
Nymboida and towards Grafton, and I have had a good 
deal of experience in sending fattening cattle to the north- 

t. 
wr T168. From your knowledge of the country to be served 
by the proposed line, what particular form of closer settle- 
ment do you think would be the best ?—Mixed farming 
and dairying. If we had railway facilities this country 
would be closely settled, and would carry a big population. 
The trouble at present is the getting of our stuff to market. 

1169. Would you care to express an opinion on the 
suggestion that there should be a further connection between 
the main Northern line and Inverell ?—I have not been 
over that part of the country, but I think it would be of 
great advantage to this district to have direct communica- 
tion with the north-west. We should then be able to get 
stuff from that part of the State which we cannot produce 
here, and vice versa. 

1170. Chairman.] Where are the 300,000 acres of Crown 
land which you mentioned ?—North and north-east of 
Hernani. 

1171. Is that the forest area ?—Yes. 

1172. Do you regard that as likely to be cut up for 
closer settlement in view of the importance of the timber 
upon it ?—Some of it might be thrown open to settlement. 
The timber is mostly on the hills. The flat country would 
be more suitable for settlement. 

1173. What proportion of the 500,000 acres would be 
available for agriculture ?—I should say somewhere about 
half. 

1174. How much of that country would a man require 
to hold to make a fair living ?—About 400 acres. 

1175. Mr. Drummond.] Can you give the Committee 
any idea of the number of fat cattle which might reasonably 
be expected to be trucked between here and Dorrigo if the 
line were constructed ?—A great many cattle are fattened 
here and sent to the different markets, but I cannot give 
an estimate. I should say that we must send from this 
district between 2,000 and 3,000 fats every year. 

1176. That is from the area between Ebor and Dorrigo ?— 
Yes. 

1177. Where do they go at present ?—Most of them go 
to Sydney. They go by road to Armidale and Guyra. 

1178. In the event of the construction of the proposed 
line, which way would they be trucked ?—A good portion 
would be trucked by Dorrigo. 

1179. Do you think that 2,000 to 3,000 per annum is a 
fair estimate of the number of cattle which would be 
fattened here year in and year out ?—That is what I 
consider. 

1180. Mr. Camcron.] Taking your estimate of the number 
of fat cattle that would represent an average of five trucks 
per week—do you send five trucks per week out of this 
country right through the year ?—Towards the end of 
the summer we send more. Most of the cattle go from 
here between the end of March and July. 

1181. Mr. Drummond.| What is the cost of trucking 
from Armidale to Sydney at the present time ?—£10 or 
£11 per tiuck, and there would be about eleven beasts in 
each truck. 

1182. If the line were built, do you think all those cattle 
would be trucked ?—Yes. 

1183. That would represent about a truck a day on the 
average all through the year ?—Yes. Our fat cattle go 
to Armidale or to the coast. That is apart from those 
which go to Sydney. 

1184. Apart from the fat stock, would there be a fair 
grade in storcs ?—Yes, we have had cattle from Boggabri, 
and this year we have liad them from Quirindi. 

1185. What do you think of the Railway Commissioners’ 
estimate of revenue ?—I think they would derive more 
than the amount of the estimate from the traffic in stock 
and produce, 
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Leslie Gordon Waugh, grazier, Ellsmere, Ebor, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1186. Mr. Drummond.] You have a statement to present. 


to the Committee/—Yes. Since September, 1922, I have 
acted in the capacity of secretary to the Dorrigo-Guyra 
Railway League. The last conference of the league was 
held in Armidale on 17th March, 1923, when the following 
centres were represented:—Grafton and South Grafton, 
Glenreagh, Coff’s Harbour, Dorrigo, Deervale, Tyringham, 
Ebor, Wongwibinda, Rock Abbey, Aberfoyle, Guyra, 
Wandsworth, Tingha, Armidale, also Dorrigo and Nym- 
boida Shire Councils. At this conference the following 
resolutions were adopted without dissent :— 


(1) “That this conference strongly urges the early con- 
struction of the Dorrigo-Guyra railway.” 

(2) “That the evidence shall embody a request for the 
construction of the subject line to be treated as urgent, an 
that the Parliamentary Public Works Committee be asked 
to lay the matter before Parliament at the earliest possible 
moment, so that it may be finalised by Parliament during the 
ensuing session.” 

(3) ‘That with a view to lessening the cost of construc- 
tion and running expenses of the proposed railway, and to 
increase production along the route, this conference urges the 
Government to seriously consider the installation of hydro- 
electric power, sufficient of which could be developed in 
Ebor and district, not only to run the railway, but to supply 
light and power throughout the districts to be served by the 
proposed line.” 


I wish to strongly urge the national importance of this 


line on the following grounds:—(1) By its geographical 


position, which may be said to run about through the middle 


of northern New South Wales, connecting with the deep-sea 
port at Coff’s Harbour, and the fertile and thickly- 
populated Clarence River district, and taking into con- 
sideration the fact that the first section to Dorrigo from 
Glenreagh, in which were by far the greatest construc- 
tional difficulties, will shortly be completed, and that with 
the further connection with Inverell and the north-western 
portion of the State, of which it is the most direct and 
natural outlet, I certainly am of the opinion that, as a 
decentralizing factor, it has claims far above any other 
proposal submitted for the consideration of the Publie 
Works Committee. The land to be served by this proposal 


-is on the whole of excellent quality, and well adapted for 


closer settlement for mixed farming, dairying, wool- 
growing, fruit culture, and the raising of fat lambs and 
pigs, for which a ready market exists in the coastal dis- 
tricts. The timber resources of the Dorrigo, Tyringham, 
and surrounding districts, both in hard and soft woods, 
is immense, and a very great trade would be opened up 
in this commodity with New England and the north- 
western districts, which at present are under a very severe 
disadvantage in the matter of timber. A large quantity 
of the timber used in Armidale and other towns on the 
northern line is now supplied from a mill near Tyringham; 
being conveyed to Armidale by team. As the freight is on 
hardlwood £1 per 100 feet and on softwoods 14s. per 100 
feet, the need for railway transit should be very apparent: 
The interchange of products between the coastal, table- 
lands, and north-western districts in such products as 
wheat; and flour, maize, fish, vegetables, sugar, wool, &e., 
should be very great. Practically the whole of the flour 
used in the coastal districts is now brought from Sydney, 
a fact which also applies to oaten chaff. Sufficient wheat 
could be grown in the Inverell district to supply: the 
whole of the North Coast, thus finding a market within 
i50 to 200 miles, whereas the present distance to Sydney 
ts over 500. 


Land to be Served. 


The land from Dorrigo to Deervale is principally serub 
and ‘of excellent quality, and well adapted for dairying: 
There are a fairly large number of settlers in this area, 
but plenty of land would be available for additional settle- 
ment. A living area in the scrub land would be, I should 
say, 100 to 150 acres. From Deervale, through the Guy 
Fawkes district, the country is open, and on the whole 


is basaltic and of the highest quality. It is practically all 
alienated land, on the whole fairly well improved, and, 
being watered by permanent streams at short intervals, is 
splendidly adapted for closer settlement for mixed 
farming. 

The area allotted to the Ebor and Hernani Leagues 
for evidence extends from the Dorrigo Shire boundary and 
Ring Tree Reserve, to Boundary Oreek and about Oakey 
Creek. The area of alienated land in this district within 
the sphere of influence of the present survey would be, 
roughly, about 100,000 acres. Forestry and other reserves 
would amount to from 20,000 to 30,000 aeres. The latter 
would not be suitable for settlement except in large areas. 
Of the alienated land, my estimate of good to first-class 
land would be about 85,000 acres, at present held by sixty- 
two settlers. With railway facilities the whole of this 
area would be well adapted for mixed farming and dairy- 
ing. This district so far has not suffered from drought. 
The rain records (attached) for various centres coming 
under the influence of this proposal prove this. Opinions 
differ as to the amount of land required for a living area, 
but in my opinion it would be from 200 to 300 acres, say, 
an average of 250 acres. Therefore, if land from all 
sources were made available there would be room for be- 
tween 270 and 280 additional settlers. The majority of 
local landholders have signified their willingness to sell 
land for settlement or to inaugurate share-farming should 
the railway be constructed. 

My holding is 3,200 acres, about half of which would 
be agricultural land of the highest quality. It would make, 
I should say, fourteen farms, and [ would be willing to sell 
the whole or portion. My estimate of agricultural land— 
that is, suitable for potato culture—in this district would 
be about 25,000 acres. A fairly large area of similar 
country to this is in the portion allotted to the Deervale 
League. Owing to the lack of transport cattle-raising 
has been the principal industry here. As with the high 
freight charges operating now, farming does not pay, with- 
out prices are very high. A fairly large number of fat 
cattle are sent to Sydney, but as the road to Armidale is 
nearly always absolutely bare of grass during the winter 
months, even the cattle industry is severely handicapped 
by the lack of railway facilities. After leaving Ebor, the 
proposed line traverses rather poor granite country for 
about 7 or 8 miles; after that the country is good and 
well adapted for growing high-quality wool, also for agri- 
culture and fruit-growing. <A larger holding would be 
necessary in this country—TI should say an average of from 
400 to 1,000 acres, though there is basaltic land on the 
route where a smaller area would suffice. From Aberfoyle 
to Guyra the land is of splendid quality, and would carry 
a large population. An alternative route is advocated by 
the North Dorrigo and Tyringham Leagues to traverse the 
Tyringham district after leaving Dorrigo. If a practicable 
grade could be found this proposal would bring within the 
influence of the railway a large area of splendid land, and 
great quantities of magnificent timber. After leaving 
Deervale, the present survey runs practically along the 
edge of a precipice for about 5 miles. I understand this 
was done in order to avoid bridges and to lessen the cost 
of construction. 


Guyra-Inverell. 


I prefer the Guyra connection to that at Glen Innes 
for the following reasons:—(1) It appears to be the direct 
route between the Guyra-Glenreagh route and the north- 
west. (2) A large area of land on the route appears to be 
adapted for closer settlement. (3) The mineral resources 
which would be within the influence of this line are of 
great and national importance. (4) Splendid country exists 
on the Glen Innes-Inverell route, but a great amount of 
this is already within the influence of the Northern line 
and the Inverell line. (5) The Guyra line avoids the 
heavy construction over the Waterloo Range, and the 
sae stiff grade over Ben Lomond on the Northern 
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Agriculture. 


Potatoes, Swede turnips, and, in fact, all root crops, 
grow to perfection in this district; and, in my opinion, with 
railway communication, farming would be the principal 
industry. At present, owing to high rates and limited 
facilities for carriage, the amount of land under cultiva- 
tion is comparatively small. The average crop of potatoes 
would be from 5 to 6 ton per acre, Swede turnips would 
probably yield 380 tons or more. The principal market 
for potatoes is at present the Clarence and surrounding 
districts. The present rate of carriage is £5 per ton to 
Grafton—it has previously reached £6, and owing to the 
high price of horse feed is likely to do so this year—and 
£4 to Armidale from Hermani. By this you will see that 
unless exceptionally high prices prevail farming cannot 
pay. With railway facilities, and with closer settlement, 
I should say that this district would be probably the 
principal potato producing centre of the State. About 
80,000 tons of potatoes are imported from other States 
annually. I feel confident that this district alone could 
supply at least half that amount, which would be conveyed 
over our own railways to market. In addition to the high 
freights prevailing, facilities for carriage are extremely 
limited, in consequence of which, even with the compara- 
tively small area under cultivation, it frequently happens 
that large quantities of produce go to waste. Railway 
transit is absolutely essential to the success of this indus- 
try. Very heavy crops of oaten hay are also grown in this 
district, though there is not a very great area under crop. 
In my opinion, very large areas of land between Ebor and 
Guyra would be splendidly adapted for the growth of this 
crop. As practically the whole of the oaten chaff consumed 
on the Northern Rivers is now brought from Sydney, it is 
safe to say that a very large market would be opened up 
for this commodity. It may be mentioned that in normal 
times the freight on chaff from Armidale to Dorrigo 
amounts to £6 per ton, very often more than the actual 
cost of the chaff in Armidale. All classes of English fruits 
grow to perfection in this district, and in fact along the 
whole of the route from here to Guyra. Varieties which 
may be mentioned would be apples, pears, plums, quinces, 
peaches, cherries, gooseberries, raspberries, strawberries, 
&e. With transport facilities, a ready and large market 
exists for these fruits throughout the Northern Rivers. 
Large quantities of citrus and other fruits grown in the 
latter districts would be marketed in the New England 
and north-western districts. 

1187. You consider that the area with which you have 
dealt could supply half the amount of potatoes at present 
imported *—Yes, with closer settlement. 

1188. In view of your knowledge of the district, do you 
think the quantity of potatoes would be materially added 
to in the area which lies between Ebor and a point 10 
miles from Guyra?—I do not think there would be a 
material addition. It seems to me the land is more suited 
to other crops. 

1189. Apart from potatoes, what would be the principal 
source of revenue for the railway in the country between 
Ebor and Dorrigo?—Dairying would take place, and there 
would be revenue from that. Mixed farming would also 
be undertaken. We have a wet climate, and there would 
be a fairly large quantity of hay. 

1190. Do you consider that the timber resources would 
be a big source of revenue ’—] think they would be a huge 
source of revenue. Those resources are not actually in 
our district. The revenue would be large even if the 
deviation to Tyringham was not made. Some of the tim- 
ber would be within the 12-mile radius I have dealt with, 
and it is reasonable to assume that timber would come 
from an even greater distance. 

1190. Do you know of any teams drawing timber towards 
Armidale from the reserves between Ebor and Dorrigo?— 
Yes. 

1192. The railway Commissioners do not expect the 
revenue of the proposed line to be more than £13,000 per 
year, or half the operating cost; do you consider that to 
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be a fair estimate?—I do not; I do not know on what 
basis that calculation worked out. As the country is at 
present I do not think it is a fair estimate of revenue, even 
without further settlement. 

1193. You are satisfied the development of the district 
would be such that within a reasonable time the line would 
become a paying proposition ’—Quite so. 

1194. Th Cabinet sub-committee dealing with the coun- 
try between Ebor and Dorrigo reports: 

From Guy Iawkes (Ebor) to a point within a few miles 
of Dorrigo, which town and district is provided for by the 
line now under construction, the country comprises forest 
land heavily timbered and costly to clear, the whole of which 
would be good for grazing, with portions suitable for mixed 
farming. 


Do you think that is a reasonable estimate of the quality 
of the country between Dorrigo and Ebor, exclusive of an 
area of 12 miles from Dorrigo which would be served by 
the proposed line?—It is not a fair estimate. Part of the 
country would answer to that description, but when you 
reach the Guy Fawkes district it is highly improved, and 
most of the country is clear of timber. 

1195. Between Ebor and Dorrigo there is a patch of 
lighter country on which the scrub has been fallen; has 
that land proved suitable for dairying ?—With the excep- 
tion of a small area at the foot of the range, the country 
from Deervale to Dorrigo is all suitable for dairying. 

1196. Can you give the Committee any idea of the 
revenue which might be expected from fat stock if the 
proposed line is constructed?—I cannot give statistics for 
the whole district, but Mr. Turnbull informs me that their 
truckings this year will represent 1,500 head. In addition, 
other holders are sending a fair number to Sydney, as well 
as consignments to butchers. 

1197. Are there any big holdings in this district /— 
Compared with other districts, I should say there are none. 
The holding I referred to just now is probably the biggest, 
but I think it is in the hands of about five partners. 

1198. But in view of the rich quality of the soil, they 
are big holdings’—Fairly, considering it is an agricultural 
proposition. 

1199. What would be a living area on the best of the 
land ?—About 200 acres, with railway facilities. 

1200. Taking the holders of areas in excess of 200 acres, 
do you know of any definite disposition to subdivide in the 
event of the line being constructed?—Yes; a great many 
local landholders have answered the question referred to 
them, and have expressed their willingness to offer land 
for sale for subdivision or to introduce mixed farming. 


Robert Chant, dairy-farmer, Ebor, sworn, and examined :— 


1201. Chairman.] I understand that you desire to offer 
some information to the Committee about the fruit-grow- 
ing possibilities of this district?—Yes, I have a short 
statement to submit:—I was farming on the Southern 
highlands (Mosse Vale) until 1908. I then bought 300 acres 
of the roughest and poorest land in this Ebor district. I 
have been dairying here since (fifteen years) without ceas- 
ing. I have done nothing but dairying to support imyseif 
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and family, so I am convinced that dairying will pay, and 
pay well in this district. I have to cart the cream 388 
miles, and, despite that fact, I never get second-class 
cream. The manager at the Dorrigo factory told me that 
the Ebor cream was equal to any they got at Dorrigo. This 
district is also suited for fruit-growing. I am planting 
an orchard. I have had considerable experience in fruit- 
growing, and am convinced that there is a great future 
for these parts, as apples, pears, quinces, nuts, cherries, 
and all berries grow to perfection here. These cannot be 
grown on the coast. Cabbages should do well here. I 
have often seen five and six truck-loads of cabbages per 
day leave the Moss Vale railway station. We have the 
water, climate, and soil that will produce better than I 
ever saw in that district. I have also grown good crops of 
oats and wheat for hay; potatoes, turnips, maize, pump- 
kins, peas, beans, and onions. These could all be profit- 
ably grown here if there was a way of marketing them. 

1202. Where is your property?—About 4 miles in a 
southerly direction from Ebor. 

1203. How would you describe the soil?—It is fairly 
good, but it is rough land. There is very little cultiva- 
tion. 

1204. How many cows do you milk on an average?— 
About twenty-five. 

1205. Is the whole area suitable for dairying and graz- 
ing ’—About 50 acres are not ringbarked. 

1206. Could others do as you are doing on a small area 
in this district ?~I am convinced they could. 

1207. What means have you to convey your cream over 
the 388 miles to Dorrigo#—I sent it last summer by the 
passenger car which ran through. Now I am sending in 
the mail ear. 

1208. We have evidence that in the summer the long 
haul to Dorrigo results in the cream being almost invariably 
classed as second; have you had that experience?—No, I 
only got one lot classed as “second,” and that was when 
it was left from one day to the next at Meldrum. 

1209. With regard to fruit-growing, you apparently have 
not yet tried the district; is the statement you have made 
that it would be suitable for fruit-growing founded on 
your knowledge of the soil, climate, and rainfall?—I have 
grown fruit, but not for sale. I have tried almost every 
kind of fruit to see how it would do before planting out. 

1210. How far from the proposed line is your holding ?— 
About 2 miles. 

1211. What effect would the construction of the line 
have on your operations’—I would go in more for fruit- 
growing as well as dairying. 

1212. Could you increase your dairy yield ?’—Yes. 

1218. Is the country you hold typical of the country 
within a radius of 10 miles, and is an area of 320 acres a 
sufficient area to enable a man to make a decent living ?— 
T think a man could make a living by dairying on 300 
acres. 7 

1214. How much of your country is basaltic ?—About 
half of it. 

1215. How would you describe the balance?—It is stony 
country, rather rocky. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, 15 JUNE, 1923, 
[The Committee met in the Public Hall, Tyringham. ] 


Present: — 


The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairmay), 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burky, Ese. 


[ 24g) ] 


WitiiAm Cameron, Esq. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drumnonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceede1 to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Jchn Barrie, farmer, Tyringham, sworn, and examined :— 


1216. Chairman.] You have a statement to present to 
the Committee?—Yes; I am tendering evidence on behalf 
of the old Tyringham Progress Association. Our area ex- 
tends from Ring Tree to Nymboida on the Grafton-Armi- 
dale road and to the bridge over the Little Nymboida on 
the road to Dorrigo. We consider the proposed railway 
will affect 110,000 acres of timbered country, a belt of 
timber said to be the finest in the Commonwealth. Ihe 
hardwood consists of tallow-wood, blackbutt, ironbark, 
stringybark, red gum, blue gum, spotted gum, box, mess- 
mate, and mahogany. The softwoods, of which there are 
25,000 acres, consist of rosewood, sassafras, crab apple, 
red carribean, brown beach, pine, and cedar. At present 
the freight to Armidale from Cedar Log mill is 20s. per 
hundred super. feet for hardwood; 14s. per hundred super. 
feet for softwood. On this area of country we feel con- 
fident that 300 new settlers can be placed to advantage, 
each settler to have 250 acres, more or less according to 
the class of country. The whole area is suitable for 
dairying. Parts of it are suitable for specialising in corn, 
potatoes, and fruit. The nature of the soil is basalt, 
granite, trap or slate, and patches of ironstone. The 
freight on produce to Armidale is £5 per ton; to Grafton, 
£4 per ton. The freight on butter is £2 per ton extra. 
Cream cartage to Dorrigo is 14d. per lb. of butter (aporox'- 
mate). The unimproved value of scrub land we estimate 
at from £1 to £2 per acre; jungle, 10s. to 20s. per acre; 
forest, 10s. to 15s. per acre. These low values are on ac- 
count of the lack of roads and railways and distance from 
the markets. Our Glenferneigh scrub compares favour- 
ably with the Paddy’s Plain scrub adjoining the township 
of North Dorrigo. There the unimproved value is £6 per 
acre. The cost of grassing scrub land is £4 10s. per acre 
(falling and seeding). The grazing capacity of scrub 
land is one beast to 2 acres; forest country (natural 
grass), one beast to 10 acres. At present it costs £3 10s. 
to grow 1 ton of potatoes, reckoning on a crop 4 tons to 
the acre. Crops vary from 4 tons to 8 tons per acre. A 
price anything less than £7 10s. per ton at Grafton would 
show a loss. With the railway here, thousands of tons 
would be grown, and we could compete easily with Tas- 
manian growers in the Sydney market. It costs us £6 to 
grow an acre of corn, which we might sell for £10, reckon- 
ing on a 40-bushel crop. With the railway and cheap 
electric power much of this corn and potato land would 
grow sugar beet to perfection and profit. Speaking as a 
British immigrant, with five years’ experience in Western 
Australia and three years on this plateau, I feel con- 
fident that the railway would justify its existence by the 
hundreds of British settlers who would establish their 
homes between here and Ebor, and make their living as the 
result of tilling the soil. From a more direct financial point 
of view we would like to point out the advisability of the 
railway line deviating from Dorrigo to as near the Clouds 
Creek area as possible. Apart from the rich flats and 
heavy serub which it would open up for closer settlement, 
the freight on high-class timber alone would pay the run- 
ning expenses of the railway. We have been urged at 
Rural Credit Conferences to mobilise our forces and help 
ourselves, but of what use is any mobilised force without 
lines of communication? With this proposed railway re- 
sources will be so mobilised so effective that there will be 
no need to ask the question—does it pay ? 


1217. If the line were constructed as proposed, what 
effect would it have on the district?—It would mean that 
our nearest railway station might be either Dorrigo, 
Hernani, or Ebor. The nearer it comes to us the better 
it would be. 

1218. What effect will the completion of the line from 
Glenreagh to Dorrigo have on the area you have dealt 
with?—A good effect; but we shall still be 17 miles away 
from the line, and it will not open up the timber country 
on Cloud’s Creek, throughout which there are a number 
of fertile plains and some scrub country suitable for closer 
settlement. That is why we want the railway to come 
this way as far as possible, 


Sidney Frank Stubington, selector, Glenferneigh, Tyring- 
ham, sworn, and examined :— 


1219. Chairman.| How long have you been in this dis- 
trict ?—Four years. 

1220. What evidence do you desire to tender to the 
Committee?—I want to deal chiefly with the proposed 
deviation through Tyringham. If the line follows the 
route originally surveyed it will only develop the country 
on one side of it, owing to the topographical conditions. 
For some distance in the vicinity of Deervale it will 
practically run along the top of the mountain. If the line 
is brought nearer to Tyringham it will open up an 
extensive country on both sides, and a better class of 
country, and furthermore country which is not at present 
settled. The land along the surveyed route is practically 
settled all the way. The suggested deviation will also 
touch a better timber belt. Some of the timber in this 
locality is suitable for milling. JI am not an engineer, but 
I should say that the difficulties which would be met. with 
in the event of the line being deviated would be no greater 
than those met with along the surveyed route. At the 
present time without a railway it is difficult for the 
farmers to make a living, owing to the high freights and 
the distance from market. A railway would open up 
good markets and lead to a considerable increase in the 
productiveness of the district. Most of the areas in this 
district, with railway facilities and the application of in- 
tensive methods of cultivation, would be capable of sub- 
division. Owng to lack of markets, and the fact that 
it does not pay to use intensive methods of cultivation, 
settlers can barely get a living off the whole area of their 
holding. With a reasonable means of communication to 
the markets the ‘position would be entirely ‘changed. 
Settlers would be able to adopt intensive farming methods, 
which, of course, are more expensive than the ordinary 
lackadaisical methods of the day, and they would be able 
to get a better return from an even smaller area of 
ground. 

1221. Assuming the railway follows the surveyed route, 
what will your distance be from the line?—About 15 
miles in a direct line; by the road it would probably 
mean 30. 

1222. Where would be the nearest point?—We would 
either have to go into Dorrigo and then by the Deervale 
road, or to Hernani and dowy. the Deervale road until we 
struck the railway. 

1223. Would that be closer than Ebor?’—It would be 
approximately the same. 
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Witnesses—S. F. Stubington, W. F. Cotmore, and W. R. H. Johnson, 15 June, 1923. 


1224. So far as a connection with the coast is con- 
cerned the proposed line would not serve you at all; you 
would still go to Dorrigo?—If the line follows the sur- 
veyed route it will not serve us at all. 

1925. If the line is constructed as surveyed, any stuff 
intended for the coast would still go to Dorrigo?—Yes, 
over very bad roads. 

1226. What crops do you grow?—My selection is not 
yet ready for cultivation. 

1227. What class of land did you take up?’—Red, basalt 
scrub. The best land about here. 

1228. What was the capital value of the land?—£2 10s. 
under homestead farm. 

1229. What do: you propose to do’—Dairy; that is the 
only thing you can do. The land is capable of growing 
potatoes and corn, but the difficulty is to get to a market. 


William Frederick Cotmore, farmer, Tyringham, sworn, 
and examined :— 


1230. Mr. Doe.] Where is your farm situated ¢—Right 
here at Tyringham. It comprises 488 acres. 

1231. You heard the previous witness give evidence in 
favour of a deviation of the line in this direction; are 
you favourable to such a suggestion’—Yes. The proposed 
railway will not serve this district at all, because the 
intervening country renders it practically inaccessible. 
That is my main objection to it. I take it that the object 
of constructing the railway is to promote settlement. 
This country affords splendid opportunities for closer 
settlement, and in addition it has timber resources which 
would make the line payable from the start. Along the 
surveyed route the timber has all gone, and the country 
is already settled. You would get no further settlement 
in that direction, because the land is all alienated. 

1232. Is it alienated in such small blocks that it will 
not lend itself to closer settlement ?—It is as low as you 
could get it. It is not much good having less than 200 
or 300 acres. You want an area on which to run the dry 
stock. 

1233. What are you using your 480 acres for?—I am 
growing a little corn and a few potatoes and doing a litile 
grazing. I have not commenced dairying yet, because it 
costs 5s. or 6s. per can to carry the cream. Potatoes and 
corn are the best forms of produce, and any J have had 
for sale I have sold locally. It would not pay me to <eek 
a market at Dorrigo or along the coast. 

1234. You consider that the surveyed route will be of 
no advantage to Tyringham’—No advantage at all, 
Dorrigo would continue to be our centre. 

1235. You say that if the line is deviated in this direc- 
tion it will benefit a greater number of people and serve 
an area of country capable of supporting a much greater 
settlement ?—Yes. This is all unalienated country and the 
best of the land. 

1236. What do you grow about here?—We can grow 
pretty nearly anything—corn, potatoes, all kinds of 
grasses, and practically every kind of cereal. Those are 
the things you can grow best in this climate. 

1237. Can you grow fruit?—It will grow to perfection. 
There is no part of the State will produce better fruit; 
but what is the good of growing it under existing con- 
ditions. 

1238. Is there much grown now?—No. One man has a 
fine orchard, but he cannot get his fruit away. It simply 
falls and perishes. 

1239. Would it perish if you had a railway in close 
proximity #—No, because it would be possible to get the 
ituff away daily. 

1240. Where would be the market for the a large output 
of fruit?—I should say that the coastal districts would 
take pretty nearly all the fruit we could grow. We could 
also send to Sydney if we had the means of communica- 


tion. There is a considerable demand for apples, par- 
ticularly along the coast. The present source of supply 
is Sydney. 


1241. How long have you been on your holding ?’—Five 
years, but I have been in the district twenty-five years. 

1242. What would be a reasonable living area on this 
country with railway facilities ?—It is a difficult question 
to answer. If you could get 200 or 300 acres of good 
land in one block a man would be able to earn a good 
living, but you cannot get that extent of good country in 
one block. I should say that 400 acres would be a fair 
average. 

1243. What percentage of land in this district would 
you consider to be arable land, apart from grazing; would 
you say 50 per cent.?—I should say it would be quite 
half, ‘ 
1244. What is the selling value of land, say, on the 
basis of from one-quarter to one-third of agricultural 
land?—There have not been many sales here, but I should 
say that the average price would be from £4 to £5—that 
is for fair land improved. 

1245. Chairman.| In the event of the construction of 
the line where would your main market be?—We should 


‘have Inverell and all the north-west as a market for our 


potatoes. That is a class of produce which is not grown 
there. We should also have Grafton and other coastal 
centres as a market for our produce. 


William Robert Havelock Johnson, farmer and mill-owner, 
Dorrigo, sworn, and examined :— 


1246. Mr. Drummond.| What is the nature of the evi- 
dence you wish to put before the Committee?—I want to 
say something about the timber resources of the district. 
Mr. Barrie has already told you the area which will be 
served in this district, but I think there has been a 
slight error in the computation. I take the extent of 
country which will be served by the railway at 30 miles 
by 10, or an area of 300 square miles, and that would 
increase the acreage to 192,000. There is a really a fur- 
ther 100,000 acres of land beyond that suitable for settle- 
ment, but in dealing with the timber possibilities I am 
not taking that into consideration. J should say that the 
area dealt with carries 20,000 feet of timber to the acre of 
soft woods and hard woods. In many eases the average 
per acre is up to 40,000. I am speaking from personal 
knowledge in the handling of timbers at the sawmill. 
With 192,000 acres, and an average of 20,000 super. feet 
to the acre, that represents 3,840 million feet of 
timber. Assuming that that timber is sent from here to 
New England, which would be the market, or to the 
western and north-western districts, which would also 
draw their supplies from this district, the freightage would 
represent something like 10s. per 100. It would pay us 
as mill-owners to pay 10s. per 100 feet to have the timbers 
put into the New England district. To-day it eosts £1 
per 100 sending by team, and that is prohibitive. As 
a result our mill is practically at a standstill. But at 
10s. per 100 that would give freightage to the extent of 
£19,200,000. That is apart altogether from the royalty of 
1s. per 100, which would be a further advantage to the 
State. Taking 100,000 acres from the 192,000 acres, as 
representing country suitable for settlement—and that 
area could be taken without materially affecting the tim- 
ber interests—we consider that it would be possible to 
establish 333 farms of an average of 300 acres each. As 
I have already pointed out, beyond this area again there 
are 100,000 acres of land equally suitable for settlement, 
the timber upon which would not be of much value, be- 
caues the haulage would be too great, though possibly 
some time in the future spur lines might be built to 
permit of it being worked. That country runs through 
into Marengo, and it is the same class of country, suitable 
for closer settlement. It has the same rainfall that we 
enjoy here. Beyond that again the country extending 
right through to Dalmorton and Glen Innes is most of it 
good grazing country, and at the Dalmorton end, as you 
know, it is more mineral country. I am not dealing with 


the area between Tyringham and Dorrigo, only as it. 
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affects 3 miles to the north of the route and 7 miles to the 
south, or 10 miles across. So far as the timber belt is 
concerned, the proposed deviation would bring us to a 
eentral point within the area; it would bring us into the 
very centre of the State forest at Moonmerri. The line 
at any other distance would be of no value. The com- 
pleted line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo would be of more 
value to us, but even that line will be of little value from 
a timber point of view. I have been for years connected 
with this district; I have gone carefully into the question, 
and I know that the timbers here are superior to the 
hardwood timbers found in any other part of the State. 
If we had facilities to get to Grafton or to Coff’s Harbour 
our difficulties in regard to shipment would: be relieved, 
and we should be able to counteract the operations of the 
vends and combines which control the timber trade at 
present. I am certain that with a railway ten mills would 
be established in this district. There are other timbers 
than those mentioned which could be utilised for the 
construction of fruit boxes. We have been offered an 
order for 40,000 fruit boxes at a profitable rate, but the 
eost of transport makes it impossible to accept it. That 
applies to all districts where fruit is grown. They want 
boxes, and the timber can be produced out of trees which 
are valueless for other purposes. As to the closer settle- 
ment possibilities of the country, I estimate that on the 
average 300 acres of this land is a sufficient holding for 
a family. I have two properties here, one comprising 
192 acres, the other 300 acres. I propose to subdivide 
those areas into blocks of 150 acres. They are good scrub 
properties, and from my knowledge of the working of them 
I am satisfield that with railway facilities 150 acres would 
be ample for a family to live on. A property adjacent to 
one of my holdings has just been sold for £10 per acre. 
It comprises 200 acres. That is under existing conditions. 
With railway facilities it would be worth double that 
value. On the property I speak of, which is only an 
average one, I saw a fine crop of potatoes grown without 
fertilisers, J think the return was from 6 to 8 tons to 
the acre. This is a splendid district for growing grasses 
suitable for dairying. Cocksfoot, ryegrass, and other 
grasses grow better here than on the Dorrigo, where [ 
had twenty years of practical farming experience. I have 
been interested in this country since 1908, so that I know 
something about it. 

1247. Where does the Marengo lie from Tyringham?— 
About 12 or 15 miles in a straight line to the north-west. 

1248. How far are you from Deervale?—Across country 
about 18 miles. That would be the nearest point at which 
we could strike the proposed line, but the intervening 
country is inaccessible. 

1249. In the event of the line being constructed from 
Ebor to Deervale would it not be possible to tap some of 
the timber country to which you have referred ?’—The 
nearest the line would be to it would be 8 miles, and that 
would only be on the extreme end of it. 

1250. What is the quality right through?—It is first- 
class quality timber, the very best. 

1251. You are of the opinion that a deviation through 
Tyringham would help more effectively to tap the timber 
country, and bring it under the immediate influence of 
the line’—Yes, the whole of it. 

1252. Your figures show a tremendous wealth of timber ? 
—TI have had them checked, and I think they can be verified. 

1253. How did you arrive at your estimate of the super- 
ficial feet per acre?—I arrived at that as the result of my 
sawmilling experience in the buying of timber. I have 
made it a practice to go through timber country and esti- 
mate its value. I am sure that 20,000 is a low estimate; 
in some places it will run up to 40,000. 

1254. The useless timber which could be utilised for 
making fruit boxes, would that be timber badly piped ?— 
Yes, or knotty timber, and branches of trees. In the New 
England district they are using the Pinus Insignis where 
it can be spared. Practically the boxes are only used once. 


Witnesses—W., R. H. Johnson and G, E. Keft, 15 June, 1923, 


1255. Has much timber been destroyed in the district *— 
The settlers have cleared some, but a lot of timber is 
privately owner, and in the absence of a railway it will 
have to be destroyed. 

1256. Where would be the principle market ?—Sydney. 
If the cost of freightage could be reduced, say, to 12s. 6d., 
we could find a market in Sydney for our hardwood. We 
could pay 10s. to New England and find a profitable market 
there. It costs £1 to-day, and it does not pay. 

1257. Do you think there would be a market in the north- 
west, in addition to Sydney ’—Yes, there is a tremendous 
market in that direction for timber, but we cannot supply 
on account of the cost of haulage. 

1258. In the event of the proposed railway being con- 
structed, iti which direction would the bulk of your timber 
go’—To Guyra. 

1259. Notwithstanding the fact that the distance to Syd- 
ney would be 70 miles less by the North Coast route ?—As 
to which would be the best way to send the timber would 
depend entirely on the freightage. Our big market is in 
the New England and north-western districts. Sydney has 
always been the market for hardwoods. On the coast, 
where they have the mills and the shipping, they have not 
got the timbers. 

1260. Mr. Travers.| What do you estimate would be the 
annual output of timber from the district with railway 
facilities?’—I omitted to work that out, but if ten mills 
were started each with a daily output of 5,000, which is an 
ordinary output for an ordinary mill, that would represent 
50,000 feet a day for six days in the week. 

1261. On that basis that would represent about £1,500 
per week in freightage, assuming the timber goes in the 
direction you have suggested ?—Yea. 

1262. Do you consider that would be a fair average right 
through the year?—Yes. The mill which was not doing 
that would not be putting up a fair average. That output 
would be increased. I am judging by the class of mills we 
now have in the district. 

1263. What is the output of your own mill?—About 1,600 
per day is the best. 

1264. Mr. Mahony.|] Where do you send your timber ?!— 
To Armidale. : ee 


George Ernest Keft, farmer, Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1265. Mr. Travers.] What is the area of your property? 
—I hold 250 acres in the Glenfernleigh scrub. At present 
J am paying rent for a farm in Dorrigo. Although I own 
one of the best properties in this district I cannot live on 
it because of the lack of facilities for transport. If you 
produce anything you cannot sell it. There is no induce- 
ment to develop your property. JI would be prepared to 
come here and live and spend money on the development 
of the property if there were facilities for getting the 
produce to market; but I am not going to put my money 
into a proposition if I can see no possibility of getting it 
back. There is no better scrub land in the State than that 
comprised within my holding. I have had twenty years 
of timber experience in four States out of the five. JI can 
say, without hesitation, that the best tallow wood I ever 
saw is to be found in this district. The equal of the timber 
here is not to be fotnd in any other part of the State. 
I do not know the district sufficiently well to estimate the 
area of the timber country, but I do know that no better 
timber is to be found in any part of the State. 

1266. How long is it since you purchased your farm in 
this district ’—About eighteen months. 

1967. Have yoti made any attempt to cultivate?—I have 
done a little, but I am waiting for means of transport. I 
have a big family, and one cannot live here with a family. 
I am compelled to pay a high rate for a farm in Dorrigo 
in order to provide a living. 


O4 
Witnesses—G. E. Keft, W. W. Macindoe, and F. Gilbert, 15 June, 1923. 


1268. Given railway facilities, what would you be pre- 
pared to do on your holding?—I could plough 200 acres. 
There is no better corn or potato land in any part of the 
State. 

-1269. Will the completion of the line from Glenreagh to 
Dorrigo improve your position ?—We shall still be 20 miles 
from a railway station over inaccessible roads. 

1270. It would not give you any encouragement to go in 
for agriculture ?—No. 

1271. If the line is constructed as proposed through Deer- 
vale, will that be any help?—I think Dorrigo would still 
be our railway station. 

1272. Do you know the country north of Tyringham 
which would be influenced by the proposed deviation ?@—I 
know it as far as Hernani, and it is pretty nearly all basalt 
formation. 

1273. Of the basalt formation, could a man make a decent 
living on 200 or 800 aeres?—On the scrub land I hold a 
man could make a living on 100 acres. It is the pick of 
the district. 

1274. There would not be a great deal of that class of 
country in the district?—In the Glenfernleigh scrub there 
are ten settlers holding areas of from 200 to 300 acres. 

1275. You have not done much in potato-growing ?—I 
have done nothing except chop a bit of scrub and build a 
house. 


Walter Walker Macindoe, dairy-farmer, Bostobrick, sworn, 
and examined :— 


1276. Mr. Mahony.| What area have you?—294 acres in 
Bostobrick, which I use for dairying, and 800 acres in 
Deervale, which I use as a dry run. 

1277. What evidence have you to submit to the Com- 
mittee?—I represent the Bostobrick section of the area 
which will be affected by the proposed line. It contains 
something like 18,000 acres. Of that area 8,000 acres are 
scrub land and good dairying land, and there are about 
10,000 acres of open and forest country which is good 
grazing land. On that forest land there are considerable 
areas of first-class tallow-wood. A lot of the land is good 
cultivable land which will grow corn and potatoes. With 
facilities to obtain fertilizers, which, on account of the 
cost of transit, are at present prohibitive, a great deal of 
that forest land could be cultivated, and would grow profit- 
able crops. Practically all the Bostobrick district has been 
alienated, and more or less settled, but the land is not being 
put to its fullest use. The scrub country is not yet fully 
improved. The blocks in the scrub vary from 171 to 400 
acres. Those are all good dairying propositions. They 
will improve greatly, and the output will be increased as 
improvement takes place, but it requires a long time to 
fully improve the scrub country. We are gradually 
getting in a bit of cultivation. The greater part of my 
own place is capable of cultivation, but at present I am 
only using 14 acres. The land produces good corn and 
potatoes without fertilizers. There are other things which 
eould be profitably grown if we had the means to market 
our produce. One result of the railway would be that we 
should be able to have an interchange of products with the 
north and north-west. At present our flour and chaff come 
from Sydney, and they have to go to Sydney before they 
come to us. With railway connection the chaff and flour 
would come direct to Dorrigo. Lucerne and bran are also 
things we often want for dairiyng, and if we had connec- 
tion with the north we could obtain them when they were 
wanted. Again all our mutton has to come by road. That 
would provide freight for the railway. At present we send 
all our bacon to Armidale. There is a big market there, 
but it is costly to send it by road. At times there is a 
demand for butter. -With railway facilities it would be an 
easy matter to supply the people in the north. Again 
there is at times a demand for calves. Nearly all the 
Dorrigo dairymen kill their calves because there is no 
certain outlet. Even if we reared our calves, Dorrigo is 
the last place the buyers would come to, and we should be 


left with them on our hands; and as they only rob the 
cows, there is no choice but to kill them. If we had a 
railway a great many of the calves which are now destroyed 
could be disposed of. Then there is the mater of the ex- 
change of fruit. Apples, pears, and plums grow here to 
perfection. With railway facilities there would be an 
interchange of fruit between the north and ourselves. 
Another point to be considered is the value of this country 
as relief country. Our districts are over-supplied with 
grass in the summer, and there is no doubt that valuable 
relief could at times be afforded the dry districts. 

1278. How far is the Bostobrick coutnry from Dorrigo? 
—From 7 miles to 17 miles north-west. It is really be- 
tween Tyringham and North Dorrigo. 

1279. Would the Dorrigo line be of any advantage to the 
settlers in that locality ?—To some of us it would be. Per- 
sonally, I would be about 10 miles from the Dorrigo town- 
ship. The completion of that line would help me econ- 
siderably. 

1280. Have you a good road?—Not the whole way. For 
a Dorrigo road it is passable, but I would not say that any 
of the Dorrigo roads are good. 

1281. What is the country used for at present?—The 
scrub country is used for dairying mostly. Some of the 
farms are not fully improved, and many of them are used 
as dry runs, but ultimately they will all be dairy-farms. 

1282. Is any of the serub country suitable for agricul- 
ture?—Yes; it would be hard to say what proportion. 

1283. What would be a living area in that country ?— 
Even a dairyman wants room for his dry stock, and he 
could not do with much less than he has at present, namely, 
from 170 to 400 acres. The area varies according to the 
class of country. 

1284. How would the surveyed route suit your Deervale 
property ?—I suppose it would suit it better than the devia- 
tion, but I do not think it would be such a good proposition 
as the other. There is more room and more country to 
be served in this direction. One edge of the surveyed line 
runs along the cliff, and all the land has been subdivided. 
There is no scope for further settlement. The deviation 
would open up much more country. 

1285. Is any lucerne grown in the district ?—It has been 
grown, and it grows fairly well, but I doubt whether it 
would be a permanent crop because of the paspalum getting 
into it. It will grow, but the trouble is to keep it clean. 

1286. When you speak of this being relief country, do 
you mean that the people in the west would send stock in 
this direction in time of drought?—I do not know about 
the west, but I should say that the people out Inverell and 
Moree way would send stock here, or at least they could do 
so if they had facilities. 

1287. Has the slump in the cattle market had anything 
to do with the killing of the calves?—Yes, dairymen will 
rear calves so long as there is a demand, and it pays. If 
they cannot sell they must kill. The trouble with the 
Dorrigo is that unless there is a big demand it is the last 
place to which buyers look, because it is so difficult to get 
the stock away. 

1288. Mr. Burke.| You spoke of getting lucerne from 
the north, what did you mean by that ?—Inverell and the 
places which grow lucerne. In the winter there would be 
a market for both lucerne and bran. 


Francis Gilbert, dairy farmer and teamster, Bostobrick, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1289. Mr. Burke.| Do you desire to give evidence in 
favour of the proposed deviation?—I desire to say some- 
thing about the timber possibilities of this district. I have 
followed up the timber industry in the Dorrigo for the 
last ten years. The source of supplies is getting so far 
back that it is almost impossible to make a living at it. 
The principle timber now lies in the Moonmerri, and the 
haulage distance is about 8 miles to the closest mill. That 
scrub contains principally pine, crab apple, Sassafras, 
coachwood, and other soft woods, all suitable for milling 
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purposes. With the exception of the pine, there is no sale 
for that class of timber. As regards the hardwood forest 
which runs through that belt, I have had a lot of experi- 
ence along the coast from Coff’s Harbour to Port Stephens, 
and I consider that it is the best belt of hardwood I have 
ever passed through. At present we can only find a sale 
for this timber for local consumption. The great difficulty 
which stands in the way of development of the timber 
trade here is the excessive cost of transport. Although 
the timber is superior to-that on the coast, the millers will 
not touch it. Even with the pine, for that which we can 
get a ready sale there is a difference sometimes of £1 per 
100 between the mills here and the Coff’s Harbour buyers. 
The highest price received at North Dorrigo was 13s. for 
first class pine logs, though when I was at Coff’s Harbour 
the same class of timber realised 32s. 6d. There is an 
unlimited amount of hardwood. I cannot tell you the 
area of the forest, but I have travelled 10 or 12 miles in 
it, and it all carries excellent tallow-wood and blackbutt. 
They are the principal timbers. There is an area in the 
Bostobrick parish which I am interested in. It contains 
some 8,000 or 10,000 acres of forest country carrying beau- 
tiful hardwood. The only demand at present is for local 
use. The cost of getting that hardwood to Sydney would 
be well over £2 per 100. Under those circumstances we 
cannot possibly compete with the coast. That has been our 
greatest difficulty, finding a market for the timber. Mil- 
lions of feet have been wasted, both of hard woods and soft 
woods. I have two places at Bostobrick, one containing 
200 acres and the other 210 acres. On one of those are%s 
there was something like 150 acres of scrub, and 200 acres 
on the other. J have nursed that scrub for the last ten 
years, thinking I could turn the timber to account, but I 
have had to destroy the lot. I want it grassed for the stock. 
I have grown maize and potatoes. It is good grazing 
country. 

1290. You have heard the evidence of previous witnesses 
as to the potentialities of the Tyringham district, and the 
‘manner in which it will be served by the deviation. Do 
you endorse that evidence?—I do. 

1291. You have spoken of the difficulty you experience 
in finding a market for your timber; you will admit I sup- 
pose that there has been a falling-off in the trade owing to 
the importation of the timbers ?—Yes. 

1292. You say it would eost £2 per 100 to deliver tim- 
ber in Sydney; what would be a fair freight to make it a 
paying proposition ?—About 25s. 

1293. At that figure, would you be able to compete with 
the imported timber?—Yes, we could compete if we could 
get near the railway. 


Arthur Sidney Hewitt, farmer, North Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1294. Chairman.| You know the proposal before the 
Committee. A deviation had been suggested from Ebor 
through Tyringham. Will you give us your views, first, 
in regard to the surveyed route, and, secondly, in regard to 
the deviation ?—I cannot give you my ideas of the surveyed 
route, because I am not familiar with the course it takes 
to Deervale, but I have been cutting cedar close to Deer- 
vale. As to the deviation, what I would suggest is that 
the line should go from North Dorrigo through the 
soldier settlement to a point just below the junction 
with the Murray River; then cross on to Moonpah, and 
proceed in a north-westerly direction to Tyringham. Then 
I would follow the range which divides Blick’s River and 
the Nimboyda; then follow Pinch Creek out to Cedarlog. 
I do not know whether a good grade could be got in that 
direction, but I believe there would only be half a mile of 
side-cutting to do to get on to the range. 

1295. How would you describe the country through which 
you suggested line would pass—what is it suited for ?—It 
is well timbered country suitable for closer settlement. 

1296. What kind of closer settlement?—Dairying and 
agriculture. 
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1297. What class of products, outside those of dairying, 
would the country furnish to provide a revenue for the 
railway ?—Fruit and all kinds of crops, such as corn, pota- 
toes, and vegetables of all kinds. 

1298. Between North Dorrigo and Tyringham, how many 
watercourses would require to be bridged ?—Only the Nim- 
boyda, I think. 

1299. We are assured by the engineers that a deviation 
through that part of the country would involve crossing 
at least three watercourses and the construction of three 
expensive bridges; you say that the deviation you suggest 
would go north of the junction of the two creeks with the 
Nimboyda, and that it would only be necessary to cross 
the Nimboyda itself ?—Yes. 

1300. We are also assured that the Tyringham deviation 
will lengthen the line by 6 miles and add £100,000 to the 
cost of construction; do you think that the advantages 
which would result from the deviation would be such as 
would contribute a greater revenue to compensate for that 
increase ?—I think so, by reason of the country which will 
be opened up for closer settlement and the timber resources 
which will be tapped. 

1301. Is it your idea to get as close as possible to that 
big area of timber ?—Yes. 

1302. Would the completion of the line between Glen- 
reagh and Dorrigo enable that timber to be exploited to a 
greater extent than at present ?—There is no possible chance 
of using it as it is without the convenience of a railway. 

1303. You must have a railway right through before you 
can utilise that great timber belt and turn it to the best 
advantage’—Yes. The route J propose would only require 
one bridge at the most. 


Wilfred Arol Parbery, dairy farmer, “ Corridgeree,” North 
Dorrigo, sworn, and examined :— 


1304. Mr. Burke.] You have a statement you wish to 
submit to the Committee?—Yes. In 1909 I travelled the 
Northern Rivers of New South Wales and as far north in 
Queensland as Maryborough and west as far as Roma. In 
1914 I travelled the Northern Rivers again from Lismore 
to the Tweed and as far north as Rockhampton on the 
North coast line in Queensland, inspecting all important 
dairying centres and several land districts, including the 
Dee and Don River valleys, Burnett and Blackall Range 
districts in Queensland. Finally I selected my present 
farm on the Dorrigo for the following reasons:—Ideal 
climate, rainfall reliable, beautifully watered, land quite 
equal to the richest of any other district inspected. I look 
upon Dorrigo as the pick of the districts of New South 
Wales for dairy-farming and mixed farming. My evi- 
dence is submitted as representing an area of 9,893 acres. 
The country I speak of commences at portion 37, parish 
of Leigh, county Fitzroy, Bellingen Land District, and is 
bounded by the parish of Bligh on the south, the Little 
Murray on the west, the junction of the Little Murray and 
the Beilsdown on the north, and the Beilsdown on the east, 
to portion 32, and thence to portion 37; 8,056 acres of 
this area are first-class agricultural and dairying land, 
capable of carrying one cow to 2 acres without feeding. 
Maize at present-is only grown in sufficient quantities to 
meet individual farmers’ needs and the local market. It 
is not profitable to grow for outside markets owing to the 
heavy transportation costs. The average crops produced 
range from 30 to 40 bushels per acre. Crops of 110 bushels 
to the acre have been grown. I have harvested oats and 
wheaten crops for hay averaging 2 tons per acre without 
manures, but owing to our excessive wet seasons it is not 
always possible to make hay in our district, and it is im- 
portant that we should be able to get it direct from New 
England and the western districts, which are at our back- 
door and are noted for their cereal crops. Lucerne grows 
well. Six cuts a year can be obtained, which will average 
about 10 ewt. per cut. For this crop our soil needs liming 
and manuring to obtain maximum results, but trans 9ort- 
ing costs make this treatment prohibitive. Potatoes grow 
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to perfection in this area and crops averaging 5 to 6 tons 
are common. With proper manuring, crops of 12 tons to 
the acre are obtainable, but again transporting costs absorb 
all the profits, and thus this fertile plateau is robbed of its 
rightful place as one of the leading potato-growing dis- 
tricts of New South Wales. Millet crops have attained 
a height of 16 feet, but again transporting costs kill millet- 
growing as an industry. Arrowroot is another crop that 
grows specially well on this area, but the same conditions 
apply. Mangels also grow to perfection, and crops of 40 
to 60 tons to the acre have been grown. Mr. Potts, late 
Principal of Hawkesbury Agricultural College, paid a 
visit to the Paddy’s Plain portion of this area, and he con- 
sidered it the choigest mangel-growing land he had ever 
seen. Artichokes grow prolifically, and crops averaging 
10 to 12 tons to the acre can be grown. Root crops of 
every kind, both vegetable and for farming purposes, 
grow to perfection in the land of this area. All classes of 
English grasses grow to perfection. Paspalum does equally 
as well, and it is not such a pest here as it is on the Rich- 
mond, on account of our cooler climate, which enables 
the soft grasses to hold their own with it. I have not seen 
clovers grow more prolifically in any other district. Nearly 
every variety is growing on my own farm. Every variety 
of vegetables thrive well and gives excellent average re- 
turns. <All kinds have been grown on my own farm. 
Poultry do exceedingly well, but only enough eggs for local 
requirements are produced, as the cost of transport is too 
great, and in the absence of railway facilities cartage by 
road is too rough. Poorer land: The balance of this area, 
1,837 acres, is all forest and plain land, and will carry one 
beast to 6 acres. It is particularly suited for fruit-grow- 
ing. The fruit grown on this land is better flavoured 
and possesses better keeping qualities than that grown on 
the richer land. All classes of store fruits grow excep- 
tionally well, while pears, plums, and apples simply grow 
and bear to perfection. Nuts do particularly well, and 
persimons and citrus fruits grow fairly well. I have two 
apple trees that produced last season over 300 apples the 
size of a breakfast saucer, 1 to 2 lb. weight. From the 
aspect of fruit production the district is in urgent need 
of railway connection to the west and to the coastal areas, 
where a large interchange of produce would take place in 
this industry alone and to a seaport for the purpose of 
despatching surplusses to the open markets. Every pound 
of mutton consumed on the Dorrigo plateau is brought 
here via Coffs Harbour from Homebush or driven from 
Armidale. Railway connection to Guyra from Dorrigo 
would not only remedy this absurd state of affairs, but 
would also enable thousands of sheep to be fattened here 
during droughty times in the west. An ordinary con- 
ditioned store sheep can be fattened here in six to eight 
weeks. This would be a profitable business for Dorrigo 
landowners and greatly benefit our lands. For many 
winters past we have sold all our butter in Armidale after 
transporting it there by waggon. The most of our bacon 
has always been sold there, and when potatoes are dear 
enough we send them too. We could sell the whole of our 
output in the west if we had this line. From the west we 
always want chaff, oats, wheat, flour, and store sheep and 
often store cattle. As a dairying district we particularly 
need their straw, as by mixing one of green lucerne or 
clover to three parts of straw and chaffing and stacking 
same in a shed the result is an excellent cow fodder (fer- 
mented chaff). As secretary to the Dorrigo Herd-testing 
Association, [I am in a position to say that cows test higher 
in this district than in any other in New South Wales. This 


result I credit to the climate, the richness of the land, and 
the clovers which grow luxuriantly all the year round. 
Freights: Dorrigo to Armidale at present, £6 per ton by 
team; Dorrigo to Raleigh, £4 per ton. Marine insurance: 
Coff’s Harbour, 8s. 6d. per £100; Bellingen, 17s. 6d.; and 
all other North Coast ports are higher. This is from 
Sydney, and it shows the marine endorsement of Coff’s 
Harbour as our best port on the north. 

1305. Is there anything you wish to add to the com- 
prehensive statement you have submitted?—Yes. When 
the armistice was signed. I was abroad. I spent six 
weeks in Germany, and as soon as I was released from 
the army I spent five months in Britain, making a study 
of live stock and agricultural methods. Then I made a 
complete tour of Denmark and investigated every branch 
of agriculture and the dairy industry to the extent that 
time would permit. On my return to Australia I came 
up to the Dorrigo and took up a holding as a dairy- 
farmer. That was in February, 1920. I am quite satis- 
fied as the result of my experience that we have here the 
picked district of New South Wales. It is only the lack 
of railway facilities which is preventing this part of the 
country from being put to the best possible use. 

1306. You are located in North Dorrigo; how far is that 
from Dorrigo proper’—Four miles. 

1307. I suppose it is immaterial to you personally 
whether the line follows the surveyed route or is deviated 
through Tyringham*%—It is quite immaterial to me, but 
we do want a railway on the top of the plateau, and we 
also want a connection with the west and north-west. 

1308. Do you not get connection with the west along 
the line as originally surveyed?—It is important for the 
area I speak of that the proposed deviation should be 
given preference to for the reason that it would proceed 
through the centre of the country most capable of closer 
settlement. 

1309. Your main reason for advocating the deviation is 
that it will tap the forest country?’—That is only one 
reason. The main reason for opposing the line as sur- 
veyed is that it runs along the edge of the tableland and 
leaves all the best of the country on one side. 

1310. You say that lucerne would be produced if the 
line were constructed; how far from Dorrigo along the 
route would lucerne be grown?—The whole of the serub 
lands will produce lucerne. The whole of the area I have 
spoken for grows fine lucerne, and wherever you find first- 
class scrub land along the line, lucerne can be grown. 

1811. Where would your market be?—I should say we 
could find a market on the coastal area both north and 
south in the dairying districts, where they cannot grow it. 
I might add that to grow lucerne successfully it is neces- 
sary that the scrub land should be limed, and if the power 
of cropping is to be maintained it must be manured, too, 
but we cannot treat our land in that way so long as the 
transporting costs are unduly heavy. 

1812. The line between Glenreagh and Dorrigo, when it 
is completed, will be of assistance to the district, will it 
not?’—To the immediate district, but a railway is not of 
much use to people who live more than 10 miles away. 

1313. What do you think of the Railway Commissioners’ 
estimate of revenue of £40 per day from all sources?—I 
think it is very conservative. The revenue might be any- 
thing. It might be double that amount or even treble, 
for the simple reason that they base their figures on what 
is put before them; which is not fair, because with proper 
facilities we could produce almost anything, and in abun- 
dance, in this district. 


SATURDAY, 
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| SATURDAY, 16 JUNE, 1923. 
[The Committee met in the Court House, Dorrigo, | 


; Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuamman). 


The Hon JoHn TrAvERs. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuarn Burke, Esa. 


WitiiAm Cameron, Esq. 
Brian James Dos, Esq. 
Francis MicHart Burke, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dortigo. 


Andrew Walker, farmer, Dorrigo, sworn, and examined :— 


1314. Chairman.] How long have you been in the dis- 
trict “—About twenty-one years: 

1315. Have you some notes to read to the Committee ?— 
Yes. A railway from Guyra to Dorrigo would be of very 
great benefit to the whole district for 20 miles on either 
side of the line between those two points, and also of 
very great benefit to the coastal area included in the 
Clarence, Bellinger, and Nambucca watersheds at this end, 
and no doubt a great area in the north-west corner of the 
State if the line is continued to Inverell. It seems to me 
there is nothing surer than that right from the start there 
would be a very great interchange of commodities—an 
interchange that would grow immensely every year. From 
the coast would go butter, cheese, bacon, maize, tropical 
and semi-tropical fruit, and sometimes potatoes. I fancy 
our potatoes may be ripe four or five weeks earlier than 
in New England. From inland, potatoes from New Eng- 
land, Guy Fawkes, and Dorrigo would go to the coast. 
Apples, cherries, and all cold-climate fruits would go to 
the coast. There would also be considerable traffic in 
chaff, bran, pollard (flour), lime, and sheep, both for 
butchers and for fattening, as well as in cattle, especially 
if meat works were established at Dorrigo, Coff’s Harbour, 
Glenreagh, or on the Clarence. No doubt a considerable 
trade in timber would develop from this district inland, 
both pine and hardwood, should a line be built. The line 
from Glenreagh to Dorrigo passes through very fine State 
forests, and within 8 to 15 miles of the town towards 
Grafton there is another great area of hardwoods and 
pine. I understand the people on the Northern line and 
further back want building material, so that itself should 
make considerable traffic. The present cost of handling 
from Tyringham to Armidale is 14s. From inland to the 
sea summer and winter, from the coast to New England 
in the summer there would always be a considerable 
passenger trafic. 
stock are purchased on the coast for the inland districts 
for breeding and fattening, and in drought from the west 
stock would come to Guy Fawkes to the coast for agist- 
ment. The construction of the proposed line would pro- 
mote closer settlement, particularly in the Guy Fawkes 
area, But even around Dorrigo many of the farms could 
be divided into two or three. With railway communica- 
tion to the coast and inland 80 to 100 acres would maintain 
a family comfortably, and within a radius of 5 miles 
from the town, with a railway, room could be found for 
forty or fifty more farms. Except at Tyringham, Megan, 
and Moonmerri there is no great extent of unalienated 
land, but even if those areas are not subdivided they 
will always supply tonnage for a line. As demonstrating 
the séttlement possibilities of this country, I estimate 
that a farm of 80 acres would furnish the following re- 
turns:—Forty cows, averaging £15, £600; 38 pigs at £3, 
£105; 20 young stock, £2 10s., £50; 5 acres potatoes, £125; 
5 acres corn, £50; total, £925. The carrying capacity of 
first-class land is one beast to 2 acres, or an average, say, 
of one to 8 acres. 

1316. How far west from Dorrigo will the completion 
of the line from Glenreagh permit of the greater settlement 
indicated in your statement?—In all probability from 10 
to 15 miles. 


In normal seasons thousands of young 


1317. In that 10 to 15 miles would you expect to find the 
same class of development as has taken place immediately 
round and east of Dorrigo?’—Wherever the soil was of a 
similar class it might occur. 

1318. Going from Dorrigo towards Guyra, how would 
you compare the country with that 10 miles to the east 
of Dorrigo ’—Taking the route as surveyed through Deer- 
vale for 10 miles out in that direction the country is quité 
as good as it is 10 miles east. If you go in a more 
westerly direction the country is not so good. On the 
Murray there is a considerable area of poor country. 

1319. Why do you say that the construction of the line 
from Guyra to Dorrigo will stimulate the development of 
the Bellingen and Nambucca districts?—What I had in 
mind was that the line would help to an interchange of 
the products of those districts with the inland districts. 

1320. With regard to the financial aspect of this pro- 
posal, do you regard the country generally as of such a 
character that, with railway facilities, so much develop- 
ment would follow as would enable the line to earn work- 
ing expenses and provide interest on the capital outlay 
within a reasonable period?—It is a difficult question to 
answer, but at the same time I am ¢ertain the Com- 
missioner’s estimate will be exceeded in the first year 
after the completion of the line. With railway facilities 
assured the settlement between Dorrigo and the Snowys 
would be such as would pay for the line within four or 
five years. 

1321. The Railway Commissioner’s estimate of revenue 
works out at about £147 per mile per annum; do you 
think the country when developed would furnish a greater 
revenue than that?’—I should say that the revenue from 
the timber trafic alone would almost furnish the amount 
of revenue. People can afford to pay from 12s. to 16s. 
for pine from Tyringham at the present time. With a 
railway line and an unlimited amount of timber available, 
I take it that as much freight would be provided as the 
railway could carry with one train per day. Potatoes 
would be a good revenue-producing source. I have not 
stressed the point, but during the winter seasons until 
recently we have sent all our bacon and butter inland 
instead of to Sydney, but the contractor managed to 
secure £13 per ton, and that killed the industry. But that 
is the natural market for our produce in the winter months. 

1322. Has your league considered what in some quarters 
is considered to be a complementary proposal, and that is 
a linking up with Inverell?—If the line is built. from 
Dorrigo to Guyra I take it that nothing is more certain 
than that it will ultimately be extended from Guyra to 
Inverell. 

1323. Would the full development of the district depend 
on that link?—It would be of great importance so far as 
the interchange of products is concerned. 

1324. With regard to the deviation that has been sug- 
gested; what is your view of it?+—We are prepared to leave 
that to the experts. Undoubtedly, so far as timber is con- 
cerned, the deviation would be advantageous. Moonmerri 
is within carrying distance of the Dorrigo line, but if the 
timber could be taken to Tyringham the haulage would 
be less. 

1325. The Railway Commissioners assure us that the 
deviation would involve the construction of an additional 
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6 miles of line at a cost of £100,000. Do you think the 
benefits which would accrue would warrant that increase ? 
—I do not, but it is possible that with power generated 
hydro-electrically the grades could be overcome. 

1326. Mr. Doe.] You say that from 80 to 100 acres of 
land in this locality represent a living area; are there 
very many people obtaining a living on such areas!— 
There are some even under present conditions. I had in 
mind railway facilities and cultivation as it should be. 
So far we have only been playing at farming here. It is 
ten years before scrub can be cultivated. 

1327. What is the size of the holdings on the soldier 
settlement in this vicinity?-They run from 100 to 250 
acres, Some of them embrace the hilly country going 
down towards the Murray. On that area I am satisfied 
that with intense cultivation 50 acres would be ample to 
maintain a man. 

1328. What is the value of the land 80 acres of which 
constitutes a living area?—About £30 per acre improved. 

1329. Mr. T'ravers.] Has much development taken place 
along the course of the line now being constructed be- 
tween Glenreagh and Dorrigo?—I do not think so. 

1330. How far from Glenreagh in this direction has the 
main North Coast line influenced development ?—The 
country between Glenreagh and Dorrigo was thrown open 
originally in areas of from 150 to 250 acres for closer 
settlement purposes, but until the line is constructed 
there will not be much development in the way of sub- 
division. 

1331. When that line is completed where do you expect 
to get a market for what you produce from Dorrigo and 
the district surrounding ?—With a line from the coast pota- 
toes grown here would, of course, go in that direction. ‘So 
far as maize is concerned, our market would be inland. 
But until that line is constructed Sydney will be our main 
market, particularly for dairy produce. With a line to 
Guyra we should be able to send our bacon and produce to 
the west not only in the winter months, but all through the 
year. 

1832. When you speak of maize going inland do you 
refer to existing conditions, or have you in mind the con- 
struction of the railway ?—Nothing can be done without a 
railway. It does not pay to send maize by team. A cost 
of £13 per ton for carriage prohibits any interchange. 

1383. In the event of the line from Dorrigo to Guyra 
being built, what change would occur in the matter of 
finding new markets for you—take potatoes for instance ?— 
Well, we might be able to send our potatoes inland for a 
time, seeing that they ripen early. I think they have 
droughts oftener on the New England than we have here, 
and we should be able to supply that part of the country, 
but our main market would be towards the coast. 

1334. Would the construction of a line from Dorrigo to 
Guyra very materially affect your trading relations with 
the coast and with Sydney?—It is difficult to forecast. 
You treat with the best market always, and it would depend 
on the conditions from year to year as to where you would 
send your products. 

1335. Do the people of this district expect much advan- 
tage to accrue from the completion of the Glenreagh- 
Dorrigo line?—Yes, undoubtedly a great advantage will 
accrue because an impetus will be given to cultivation. 

1336. Taking a similar distance from Dorrigo towards 
Guyra, would you expect the same development to take 
place?—With the construction of a railway I should say 
that the country from the Snowys to Tyringham would be 
simply transformed. Even here the line would have a con- 
siderable effect. For instance, we have to get our sheep 
from Sydney. Occasionally we have gone to the Inverell 
district to buy, but the cost of droving practically prohibits 
it. We buy ewes or wethers, and we éell ewes and lambs 
after being here two or three months. 

1337. I take it that your opinion is that the construction 
ct the proposed line would open up new markets, both 


inwards and outwards, for the products of this country ?— 
Yes, 
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1338. Mr. Mahony.] Taking the country between Ebor 
and Dorrigo, within 10 miles of the proposed line, how 
would you describe it ?—The principal objection to the line 
as surveyed is that it is too near the fall into the Bellingen 
River. The country from here out for 12 or 13 miles is 
equal to anything on the Dorrigo. Then you strike a patch 
not quite so good. From Deervale towards Ebor it is the 
usual run of open forest country, and where the grade is 
good enough cultivation would be successful. 

1339. Is there any marketable timber in that locality ?— 
Behind Deervale there is a considerable amount of scrub 
timber, but nothing important. 

1340. Mr. Burke.] In the event of the proposed route 
being adhered to, would facilities be accorded for tapping 
the forest area near Tyringham?—I should say that if, 
after leaving Deervale, you had a deviation in the direction: 
of Hernani it would shorten the haulage, but I do not 
know what the engineering difficulties would be. 

1341. You are in favour of the line being diverted some- 
what ?—Yes, in that particular part. 

1342. That is really a compromise between the two pro- 
posals, and you say that it would permit of the timber area 
being tapped?—Yes, it would be an improvement on the 
present line. 

1343. In the event of your deviation being carried out 
where would be the nearest point for the forest area?— 
Hernani, 10 or 12 miles. Ag a matter of fact, the timber 
around Tyringham is in a vast circle; the good land and 
the timber are from 4 to 10 miles out. 

1344. In the event of railway facilities being provided, 
are you of opinion that that timber area would be well 
developed?—It appears to pay to draw the timber now. 
With a line at Hernani, or even at Ebor, the trade must 
be considerably improved. 

1345. That trade would be a considerable contributing 
factor towards the railway revenue?—Undoubtedly. The 
timber is there, and I understand the demand for it in the 
west exists, and it naturally follows that trade must 
develop. 

1346. ‘Mr. Cameron.] Provided there were no engineering 
difficulties would you suggest that in order to shorten the 
route and lessen the cost the line should be continued to 
Wongwibinda instead of coming down to Ebor?—I ean see 
no objection, but I have given no thought to that aspect 
of the matter. 

1347. What is the population of Dorrigo?—Four 
thousand is the population of the police district. 

1348. How many setlers are there in the district dealt 
with in your statement?—400 or 500. The number of 
holdings as given by the Statistical Department is 202 
dairying. I know that there are 245 suppliers to the com- 
pany. The number of grazing areas is given at 188, or 
a total of 390. JI should say there are about 400. 
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Samuel John McMinn, dairy-farmer, Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1349. Mr. Burke.] You desire to give some evidence in 
regard to the dairy industry and the number of stock in. 
as district as well as the grazing capacity of the soil?— 

es. 

1350. What is the number of dairymen supplying the 
local factory ?—243 at the present time. 

1351. And the number of cows milked by suppliers ?—- 
From 10,950 to 11,000. * 

1352. What amount of butter is made during the twelve 
months ?’—For the last twelve months, that is from April 
to April, it was 545 tons. 

1353. What is the average number of dairy cattle reared 
per annum ’—This year 6,075. 

1354. What is the average number of cattle in the dis- 
trict ?—I should say from 12,000 to 15,000 all told. 

1355. What number of beef cattle are reared annually 
on the average ?—2,300. 

1356. What is the number of sheep in the district ?—350. 
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1357. And the number of pigs made into bacon at the 
factory /—For the past twelve months, from April to April, 
2,450. 

1358. What number of pigs are killed for pork by local 
butchers ?—728 head. 

1359. Now take the fat cattle slaughtered in the dis- 
trict—what would they represent annually ?—1,352. 

1360. And the number of sheep slaughtered ?—1,050. 

1361. Dealing now with the grazing capacity of the 
country—what is the average of the red soil?—I should 
say that the average in this district is 2 acres to the beast. 

1362. What is the grazing capacity of the light soil ?—It 
varies. On the southern or eastern side of the Dorrigo, 
where it is all red soil, the carrying capacity is a beast to 
2 acres. On the Tyringham side, after you pass the Murray 
River, it varies to from 3 to 34 acres for a beast. 

1363. What number of sheep per acre will the country 
carry ’—It is carrying six to the acre at the present time. 

1364. What number of bullocks are drawing timber in 
the district ?—There are sixty teams at present. 

1365. What is the distance to Armidale?—72 miles 
through Deer Park. 

1366. And what is the cost per truck to Sydney ?— 
£11 19s. That is what we have to pay just now. 

1367. Going in the direction of the coast, what is the 
distance to Macksville?—40 miles. 

1368. And the cost of trucks to Sydney ?—£11 12s. 8d. 

1369. How long have you been in the district ?—Fifteen 
years. 

1370. Have you been dairying all the time?’—For thir- 
teen years anyway. 

1371. Have you noticed much progress in the district in 
that period?’—Yes. I came here when there was no town, 
and the scrub was not felled. 

1872. Have you noticed a steady increase in the number 
of settlers?—Yes, a very big increase. 

13738. Is this regarded as a rich district?—Very rich; 
the richest I have travelled in the State for its area, that 
is, from the standpoint of dairying. 

1374. Settlers who take up land here, do they remain or 
do they come and go?—They mostly remain. The man who 
gets country of his own generally manages to make a good 
living. 

1375. It is not very often there is a dairy farm for sale? 
—I do not know of one at the present time, unless you are 
prepared to pay a big price. The price runs from £20 to 
£48 per acre. An area was sold the other week for £48. 

1376. You have a creamery here ?—Yes, one of the best. 


1377. From what area does it draw supplies ?—Within a 
radius of 14 miles of the town. 

1378. Do suppliers come here from along the proposed 
route ?—Yes, a great many come from about 15 miles out. 
Beyond that point there are only four or five suppliers, 
beeause of the difficulties of getting the cream in. 

1379. Is it a costly matter to have cream brought by 
motor lorry’—Some suppliers bring it in by ear at a cost 
of 5s. per can. ‘Some is sent from Hernani, and some from 
this side of Ebor. 

1380. In the event of a railway being constructed, will 
that industry develop right along the line ?—Tremendously, 
T think. 

1381. It is the cost of transport which is strangling 
development under existing conditions?—Yes. Many of 
the settlers who cannot go in for dairying because it does 
not pay to bring in the cream go in for grazing. ; 

1382. Have you known of any suppliers along the route 
who sent their cream to the factory at one time and then 
discontinued ?’—The Hernani people cannot get their cream 
through. 

1383. In what direction do your products go?—To 
Sydney. A good deal of it goes by motor lorry and by 
team to Raleigh, and from Raleigh to Sydney. 

1384. In spite of the lack of transport facilities, do you 
find that you are able to compete on the Sydney market ?— 
Not very well. We have too many difficulties in our way. 
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1385. You send to Sydney because no other market is 
available?’—It costs too much to send anywhere else. 
Armidale would be our best market in winter if we could 
get there, but the cost of carriage is prohibitive. 

1386. When the line from Glenreagh is completed, what 
sort of a market will the North Coast offer for your pro- 
duce?’—Grafton and Lismore would offer a market for 
some of our potatoes and root crops. Our corn and butter 
we look to send west, at any rate for several months of the 
year. 

1387. How does the butter return for the last twelve 
months compare with previous years?—It is about the 
average. At present we are a few tons better. 

1388. Take the number of dairy cattle reared in the 
district—how does that compare with previous years ?— 
That is about the average. When the market was good 
in the west, and we could get rid of our young cattle, we 
reared double and treble that number. The western people 
bought everything we could raise, but there has been no 
demand lately, with the result that our people are only 
breeding sufficient to fill their own vacancies. 

1889. Does the number of beef cattle reared in the dis- 
trict show any improvement ?’—The number is about the 
same as last year, though in previous years it was higher. 

1390. Is this a good district for sheep?’—Yes, they do 
well. JI have some myself. 

13891. Why is the number of sheep in the district small, 
only 350%—Most men are dairying, and as their holdings 
are comparatively small they cannot run both classes of 
stock. Then, again, the dingoes have to be contended 
with. 

1392. Does that number of sheep keep you in mutton ?— 
No, the killings average over 1,000 a year. 

1393. Where does your bacon go?’—To Sydney and to 
Armidale when we can get it there, but the freight kills 
any attempt at trade in that direction. 

1394. With regard to the grazing capacity, half-beast to 
the acre, is not that a good average?—No, that is the safe 
basis, what we can work on with our cattle in good condi- 
tion. 

1395. Will the construction of the proposed line stimu- 
late industry in this district ?—The country will be opened 
up from here to Hernani and to Ebor and more dairies 
will be established. There is room for a great expansion 
in dairying and in the growing of root crops. 

1396. Where would you find your best market ?—West, I 
think. In mid-summer we would look to Sydney, but I 
should say that for eight months out of the year we could 
send our produce west. 

1397. In the event of the line being constructed, would 
you continue to do the same trade with Sydney, and would 
the expansion you anticipate give you produce to send to 
the west ?—Yes. 

1398. There is a proposal to construct a line from Glen 
Innes to Inverell, and as an alternative from Guyra to 
Inverell what is your opinion of that?—I think we should . 
be linked up with Inverell. 

1399. Even without the link with Inverell with a connec- 
tion with Guyra, would you be all right?—We should be 
all right, but the western men in a dry time would not be 
able to truck their stock in this direction. With railway 
facilities it would be possible for them to save their stock. 

1400. A line from Dorrigo to Guyra would be of advan- 
tage to the district even without the connection with In- 
verell?’—Yes, but it would be better if it were continued to 
Inverell. 

1401. With regard to the proposal before the Com- 
mittee do you favour the line following the surveyed route 
or the deviation towards Tyringham?—Knowing the 
country well, I would stick to the surveyed route. That 
would be most favourable to us, and it suits the Railway 
Commissioners best. 

1402. You speak from the standpoint of your own dis- 
trict ?—Yes, and knowing the country well, I think that 
from a national view point also the surveyed route is the 
one to adopt. The cost of construction will be less. 
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1403. Mr. Drwmmond.] We have been told that the belt 
of country south of Deervale which would be influenced by 
the proposed line is for some 10 or 15 miles very narrow; 
is that your opinion ?—Yes. 

1404. And there would be practically no country from 
which to draw revenue?—The narrow piece is past Deer- 
vale. I suggested to the surveyors that at a point about 
3 miles west of Deervale, near Campbell’s Farm, the line 
should be run to the north through Bald Hills station to 
Hernani. By doing that it would be possible to tap some 
of the best potato country to be found anywhere. It is 
practically all level country, and there are no big creeks. 

1405. How far would that bring the line from Tyring- 
ham?—At Hernani you are within 10 miles by a good 
road. 

1406. You think there is a practicable route?—I am 
sure of it; I know every foot of the country. 

1407. You estimate the number of dairy cattle reared in 
the district at 6,075 and the number of beef cattle at 
2,300; and you give the number of fat cattle slaughtered 
at 1,352, which leaves a surplus of 7,023; what becomes 
of those cattle under existing conditions /—At the present 
time we are trucking cattle everywhere from here; there 
are inquiries in all directions. They go to the Sydney 
market. 

1408. Do you fatten the diary cattle and send them 
away ’—Yes. 

1409. In normal seasons is there any movement of dairy 
stock, or is the surplus required to meet the natural ex- 
pansion of the industry ?—We can always dispose of good 
dairy heifers. 

1410. Where do the sheep slaughtered in the district 
come from?’—Mostly from Sydney. They are brought by 
boat to Cofi’s Harbour, by train to Raleigh, and then 
driven here. The last lot of sheep landed here cost £2 per 
head. 

1411. Take prime mutton and prime beef, what are the 
comparative prices’—Mutton to-day is 1s. per lb. and 
prime beef 10d. 

1412. If you had facilities for getting sheep here would 
there be a bigger consumption of mutton ?—Yes, we can- 
not get mutton now; the butchers only kill once a week. 

1413. What, in your opinion, would be the consumption 
of artificial feed if you had facilities for getting it ?— 
Chaff is from £14 to £16 per ton, but our difficulty is to 
get it. We grow a good deal ourselves, and we could grow 
rye corn to perfection. 

1414. What is the necessity for bringing chaff into the 
district to any extent?—This has been a pretty dry year. 
Most of the farmers have been overstocked, and they ecan- 
not get rid of their surplus, with the result that they have 
all been short of feed. We would use a lot of feed to-day 
for our dairy eattle if we could get it at a reasonable 
figure, but it pays better to let our cows go dry than to 
make butter. . 

1415. Have you had any practical experience of running 
sheep ?2—Yes. 

1416. Do you think sheep could be run between Ebor 
and Dorrigo successfully ?—Yes, I know it for a fact. 

1417. How long is it safe to run sheep?—We have had 
them for years and years. 

-1418. As a commercial proposition would they keep 
healthy ?—Yes, I have sheep which show no sign of fluke 
or worm at the present time. I refer to crossbred sheep, 
to mutton sheep only. 

1419. The country about Ebor is rather rich, is it not?— 
Yes. 

1420. Would it be a commercial proposition to run sheep 
on that country with railway facilities’—Yes, they could 
run them well. They are doing it at the present time. 

1421. Would it pay as well as dairying?—-You could 
work the two together. 

1422. Would that land fetch as good a price as land in 
the Dorrigo district?—The Guy Fawkes country might 
not reach the same price. The climate is a little colder 
than it is here, but it will reach a big price per acre. 
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1423. Mr, Travers.] Taking a period of five years, has 
the number of dairy-farmers appreciably increased ?—Yes. 

1424. Where does your output of butter go ?—Practically 
all to Sydney at present. We send it from here by motor 
lorry to Raleigh and then on to Coff’s Harbour at a cost 
of about £4 10s. 

1425. Has the butter output increased within the same 
period ‘—It has. 

1426. According to the figures before us when the factory 
was first established in 1907 the output was 24 tons; now 
it is 545 tons; has the intrease been progressive or does 
it show any falling off’—It has been a progressive in- 
crease, and we expect the progress to continue. 

1427. Will the completion of the line from Glenreagh 
stimulate the dairying industry in the district?—It will a 
little. 

1428. What is the average size of the dairy farms here? 
—About 100 acres. 

1429. What would be a fair average value per acre for 
that land?—The good land here is worth £30 per acre. I 
have paid £31 for fully improved land. 

1430, Is there land available in the district for dairy- 
ing?—No. Some time ago a block was thrown open on the 
top of the mountain 4 miles out. The ballot was open for 
eight or nine days, and though it was not advertised 223 
applications were put in. That was a piece of Crown land, 
serub land. 

1431. Are there any large estates in the district which 
could be cut up ?—Yes, to the west. 

1432. With a line to Guyra do you think you would be 
able to dispose of your butter in the west /—Yes, in eertain 
months of the year. ? 

1433. Mr. Doe.| This country provides practically the 
same class of feed for cattle as the Ebor country ?—Yes, 
it grows cock’s foot, rye-grass, and clovers. 

1434. This country is superior to that where the clovers 
do not grow ?—Yes. 

1435. If you had a railway to the west, would you be 
assured a supply of bran ’—Yes. 

1436. How is it that people cannot get bran even where 
they have a railway line now?/—They can get it at the 
market rates. 

1437. What price did the Government ask for the area 
of Crown land you have referred to?#—I think it was 
valued at 30s. per acre. 

1438. What class of land was it?—All good serub land, 
good dairying country. 

1439. I presume it will cost a good deal to bring it into 
use for dairying ?—Yes, to fell the timber, without grase- 
ing, will cost £4 per acre. 

1440. What would it cost to bring it into reasonable con 
dition for dairy-farming #—I should say about £18 per acre, 
plus improvements. ; 

1441. Mr. Cameron.] With regard to the deviation you 
have suggested, which direction would the line take from 
Hernani?—It would go to Ebor. My idea is that by com- 
ing to Hernani you are only 10 miles from Tyringham and 
within reasonable distance of the timber. In addition the 
line would pass through some of the best potato country. 

1442. Would it not be a better proposition to run a spur 
line than to carry out the deviation you suggest —I think 
it would be better to bring the main line through Hernani. 
You could settle 250 families on the country between Deer- 
vale and Hernani. 

1443. Mr. Mahony. Is any of the country on the Dough- 
boy suitable for dairying?—There is dairy country all 
round there, a good deal, I should say. 

1444. Take the country within 10 miles of tb-+« line 
further south, how would you describe it?—You strike tha 
bluff after you pass Deervale. 

1445. Do you think the surveyed route runs too far t 
the south?—The surveyors were compelled to follow thad 
route. I do not think you could get round anywhere else 
without briding creeks and rivers. 


1446. How often does it happen that cattle come to this 
as relief country ?—Taking the last ten years, this would 
be the second or third time we have had a lot of cattle in. 

1447. Do you think the line will be useful in dry times 
for bringing starving stock from the west ’—Yes, we have 
both cattle and sheep here now. 


John Henry Davis, storekeper, Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1448. Mr. Cameron.| You have a prepared statement, I 
understand?’—Yes. I propose to deal more particularly 
with the question of freights. Freights—Since the Works 
Committee took evidence here in 1914, there has been a 
marked increase in tonnage inward, approximating 150 
per cent. I estimate the present import to this immediate 
district of a 15-miles radius, to be 820 tons per month, or 
3,840 tons per annum. This is exclusive of goods sent 
direct to Ebor, Hernani, and Tyringham. These centres 
draw their supplies from Armidale and Grafton. The 
general local production has increased in a like proportion. 
The average increase in the cost of freight by water and 
road is £2 per ton via Coff’s Harbour, and there is now a 
possibility of the railway competing successfully against 
steamer freights. The distance by rail via Guyra to Dor- 
rigo is approximately the same as the coast line via Glen- 
reagh, so that, taking into consideration the quantity of 
produce required for this district which cannot be grown 
successfully here, and which is grown extensively on the 
Northern line, it can be reasonably expected that these 
commodities, including chaff, hay, flour, bran, pollard, &c., 
will be carried via Guyra. I am also of the opinion, that 
at least two-thirds of the general merchandise will come 
by the same route. Rates.—Oaleulating the distance by 
rail from Sydney to Dorrigo at 460 miles, manures and 
fertilizers will be carried for 12s. per ton, and the goods 
under the heading of “ miscellaneous” will be £1 11s. 9d. 
“A” rate £2 15s. 7d., and “ B” rate £3 19s. 5d. First and 
second class rates will be slightly in favour of water 
transit. Export.—With rail facilities, the increase in pro- 
duction will be such, that it will be safe to say that many 
thousands of acres will be cultivated in growing potatoes 
and other root crops, a fair proportion of which will be 
exported directly to Sydney markets, thereby largely in- 
creasing the earning capacity of this line. Timber.—The 
output may be estimated at at least three times the present 
rate immediately there is rail connection with the Northern 
line. The estimated revenue from freight over a distance 
of 80 miles on 1,0000,000 feet, on a flat rate of 4s. per 100 
feet, is £4,000, so that it will be readily seen that timber 
is going to be a considerable factor in paying the cost of 
running and maintaining this line. The annual revenue 
from timber alone to the northern connection would be 
approximately £20,000. General—wWith railway facilities, 
other industries will undoubtedly be encouraged, notably 
freezing and canning works. This district is admirably 
adapted for this particular industry owing to the climate 
and natural water supply. 

1449. You say that produce, such as chaff, required by 
this district, as well as two-thirds of the general mer- 
chandise, will come via Guyra?—Yes. 

1450. Would that not be longer than taking the North 
Coast route ’—The distance is approximately the same. 

1451. On your figures the railway would be able to suc- 
cessfully compete with water carriage to Coff’s Harbour ?— 
Yes, except for second-class goods. Taking into considera- 
tion the risk we run in getting goods by water and the 
marine insurance, I personally would prefer to get stuff 
direct by rail. You can land it more quickly and in better 
condition. J think my statement that from 80 per cent. 
to 90 per cent. of the goods required here will be hauled 
over the proposed line is a safe one. 

1452. How long have you been in business here ?—Twelve 

years. 
: 1453. During that period have you seen a good deal of 
- development in business operation ?—I have. 
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1454. Assuming the proposed line is constructed, would 
you expect that commercial business would still further 
improve !—Undoubtedly, commerce in general would be 
stimulated, because this would become the centre, not only 
for produce, but for stock. The climatic conditions and 
the splendid water supply are all in our favour. 

1455. Do you agree that the construction of the line will 
bring about closer settlement and the subdivision of the 
larger areas?’—Undoubtedly. There is a considerable 
amount of first-class country between here and Ebor, Her- 
nani, and Tyringham, which would be subdivided into 
areas of from 200 to 800 acres which would be sufficient to 
maintain a family. Some of the finest potato and root 
crop country in the whole State lies between here and 
Ebor and Hernani. 

1456. As the areas are reduced grazing will disappear 
and dairying will take its place on the land suitable for it? 
—Yes. There is always surplus stock to be disposed of in 
this district—that is the natural increase. 

1457. Would there be much land available for agistment 
purposes and as relief country under closer settlement ?— 
No. 

1458. In the event of the line being constructed, in 
which direction would your greatest interest lie, on the 
coast or Guyra?—The railway would open up markets 
both on the coast and along the northern. line, and more 
particularly along the northern line. For instance, the 
surplus corn grown here would find its way to the north, 
that is to say, that practically all that produce would go 
through Guyra because they can grow corn on the coast. 
There would be a demand for our corn, and it can be kept 
for two years because weevils do not attack it. 

1459. Do you agree that a natural corollary of the pro- 
posed line would be a connection with Inverell from the 
northern line?—I do, undoubtedly. It would tend to open 
up greater trade relations with the west and the north- 
west. In times of drought there would be direct com- 
munication which would be largely availed of both for 
import and export purposes. Again the western and 
north-western country is practically devoid of marketable 
timbers. It is hard to say what quantity of our timber 
would go in that direction, but certainly vast quantities 
would be required. The present cost of haulage is so 
great that it makes building prohibitive, 

1460. For the full development of this country it is 
necessary you think that there should be a connection 
between the northern line and Inverell?—I think it would 
decidedly improve the revenue-earning prospects of the 
railway if that connection were made. 

1461. Mr. Doe.] What is the steamer service to Coff’s 
Harbour ?—For cargo boats bi-weekly. 

1462. You estimate that the railway revenue from tim- 
ber alone would amount to £20,000 per annum; on what 
do you base that estimate?—On a flat rate of 4s. per 100 
feet. 

1468. What induces you to think that sufficient timber 
will go along the line to produce that freightage ’—Taking 
the figures of the Forestry Department, the present timber 
export from this centre is over 5,000,000 feet. By opening 
up the timber in the Tyringham country, and affording 
railway facilities, there would at once be three or four 
mills in operation. It would be cheaper to take the timber 
from that area to the nearest point on the railway than 
to take it to the coast. As soon as we have the facilities 
you will find that our timbers will go by rail in preference 
to water. 

1464. What is your view of the Railway Commissioner’s 
estimate of revenue from all sources?—I am certain it is 
on the low side. J think the amount would be more than 
doubled in the first twelve months. Take the increased 
output in potatoes alone. I should say that from 5,000 
to 6,000 acres would immediately be put under cultivation, 
and with an average return of 5 tons per acre it means 
the production of a considerable amount of stuff which 
will be taken direct to Sydney. This portion of the line 
will be available for that extra haulage. 


1465. Seeing that you have made timber a big factor 
im the provision of freightage for the proposed line, I 
presume you would favour the deviation to Tyringham ¢’— 
It would undoubtedly assist in the payment of the upkeep 
and maintenance of the railway if the line were taken 
more closely to the timber belt. But to open up the best 
areca of country, I rather agree with the previous witness, 
that a more suitable deviation would be through Bald 
Hills station to Hernani. That would open up some of 
the best of the country, it would bring the line within 
10 miles of the timber belt, and there would be a good 
road for haulage. The whole thing hinges on the engi- 
neering difficulties. 

1466. In view of the fact that it would cost at least 
£100,00 more to divert the line in the direction of Tyring- 
ham, apart from the cost of several bridges, do you think 
the deviation would be worth while?—I would not lke to 
recommend that extra expenditure on a short lne lke 
this, because you are within a few miles of the timber. 
It would be cheaper to put in tram lines and bring the 
timber to the railway. 

1467. It has been suggested that a wiser course would 
be to carry out the line as proposed, and then run a spur 
line from some point near Deervale to Tyringham or, if 
necessary, beyond ?—I think it would be more economical 
to do that than to attempt to cross the rough country 
about Tyringham, where the engineering problems would 
be heavy. The suggested short deviation through Her- 
nani opens up so much good country that the extra cost 
would be trifling. J think it would be possible to get an 
easy grade between Hernani and Ebor. 

1468. Mr. Travers.| What does it cost to land a ton of 
goods in Dorrigo’—The immediate cost is £5 153. per 
ton. 

1469. How much of that would represent road carriage? 
—From Raleigh railway station there is a flat rate of 
£3 10s. per ton. 

1470. With the completion of the North Coast line and 
of the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo, will most of your 
goods come by rail instead of by water ?’—Yes. 

1671. Generally speaking, what kind of produce would 
you expect to send from Dorrigo towards Guyra?—It would 
depend entirely on the Sydney market. We might have 
to send certain of our produce to the coast, particularly 
potatoes, when the crops on the coast are finished—that 
would be about January. It would depend to a great 
extent on the Sydney market where we sent our surplus 
potatoes, whether via Guyra to Sydney or via Glenreagh 
to the coast. 
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1472. In the event of the Sydney market being more 
favourable, what advantage would result to you from send- 
ing stuff by Guyra when you could send it over the main 
North Coast line?#~—There would be no appreciable differ- 
ence in the freights, and the distance is approximately the 
same. I put it at 460 miles either way. I do not suggest 
that we would send the whole of our produce to the North- 
ern line. My own view is that not much would find its 
way to Sydney, because we would have such an outlet 
along the Northern line for our surplus. 

1473. Connection with Guyra would make another 
markct available for the produce of this district ?—Un- 
doubtedly. 

1474. There is a further proposal to connect up Inverell 
with the Northern line, either from Guyra or Glen Innes; 
would the construction of that link afford you further 
facilities to dispose of your produce in the west and north- 
west?—I do not know that the Glen Innes connection 
would help us, but the Guyra connection undoubtedly 
would. 

1475. Would you expect any large quantities of potatoes 
to go in that direction from here ?—Yes. 

1476. Would you be able to compete with Ebor aud other 
places west of you?—Yes, because the extra cost on that 
commodity between here and the north would only be a few 
shillings per ton. 

1477. Whatever the amount was, growers at Guyra would 
have that advantage ?—They would. 

1478. Chairman.] Your estimate of a revenue of £20,000 
from timber means 10,000,000 feet of timber all going 
west; could the district under present circumstances meet 
the demand for timber from the coast?’—Yes, but practi- 
cally the whole of our timbers go to Sydney direct. 

1479. When you speak of timber going west to the 
Northern line, you really mean that a new market will be 


opened up ’—Yes. 


1480, Mr. Drummond.] Do you think the completion of 
the line from Glenreagh will create a bigger demand than 
there is to-day for the timber of this distriet?—I do un- 


doubtedly. The present rate of haulage by road is from 
14s. to 18s. per 100 feet. That would be practically all 
saved. 


1481. Is the present output restricted by the conditions 
of the market or by the lack of facilities?—We get the 
whole of our timber away by horse teams now, but with 
railway communication the whole of the vast belt of timber 
would be opened up. In the absence of that means of 
communication our output undoubtedly is restricted. 


MONDAY, 18 JUNE, 1993. 


[The Committee met in the Court House, Dorrigo, ] 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuarrman). 


The IIon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Ese. 


WitiuiAM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davip Henry DrumMonp, Ese. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


IIenry Thomas Short, farmer, Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1482. Chatrman.] What is the length of your experience 
in this district?—I came here first twenty-five years ago. 
I have been liying in the district nine years. 

1483. Have you prepared a statement?—Yes. I am a 
farmer, growing maize, potatoes, cattle fodder, vegetables, 
&e. In addition I have a small orchard. We also carry 
out, experiment plots for the Department of Agriculture, 
under the supervision of their agricultural inspectors. 
The soil is of a most productive nature, and yields fairly 
large crops. Our plots have yielded as high as 60 bushels 
of maize to the acre, and potatoes up to 13 tons an acre, 


We have grown heavy yields of green fodders, oats yield- 
ing 13 tons and wheat 10 tons. We also tried an onion 
plot, the yield from which was 124 tons per acre, Root 
crops and vegetables of all descriptions grow remarkably 
well. Sugar-beet could be grown very extensively if we 
had a mill to manufacture it into sugar. Up to the 
present we have had practically no market for our produce 
outside our own centres, on account of having no railway 
facilities to get our products to market. If the Guyra- 
Dorrigo line was built it would be a boon to the farming 
community of this district, and it would open up large 
areas for agriculture, and would be the means of closer 


settlement. Nearly every farm in the district would be 
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able to carry another family, I have had a large experi- 
ence in potato-growing. This season we have tried over 
sixty varieties, and I find the soil and climate are adapted 
for growing them to perfection. Large areas between 
Guyra and Dorrigo are of a similar nature. At the 
present time Sydney draws largely on Tasmania and 
Victoria for potatoes. If the railway was built it would 
bring a much greater revenue to our State, settle a very 
large number of families, and keep the money in our 
State. If the railway was built it would open up markets 
all along the North Coast for potatoes, especially seed. 
Seed potatoes from the tablelands do remarkably well on 
the North Coast. At the present time seed potatoes are 
almost unprocurable on account of drought areas in our 
State. I have been trying to get 30 tons of seed potatoes 
at Ebor and Hernani for Clarence River farmers, but the 
price to have them landed at South Grafton is almost 
prohibitive. If the line was built thousands of tons could 
be grown and sent direct to the coast. As a rule it is 
too cold to grow much maize on the tableland. Large 
quantities of maize would be sent direct to the table- 
lands if the line was built. So also with lucerne, hun- 
dreds of tons could be grown on the coast and sent direct 
by the line. It would also open up a good market for 
molasses to feed stock with. As regards fruit, which is 
of a perishable nature, apples have been sent lately from 
Glen Innes to Sydney, thence by boat to Grafton; whereas 
if the line was built orchards could be established (apples 
and cherries), and fruit could be sent direct in exchange 
for the hot-climate fruits, such as bananas, oranges, and 
mandarins. To give you an idea of the expense of hauling 
produce by teams, I recently sent some potatoes to South 
Grafton. The distance from Raleigh to South Grafton is 
65 miles, and the railway charge is 19s. 7d. The cost of 
carriage from Dorrigo to Raleigh, 30 miles, is £3. 

1484. You have given certain yields for potatoes, maize, 
and other agricultural products; were those maximum or 
average yields?—Maximum. The average would be about 
40 bushels of maize and 5 or 6 tons of potatoes per acre. 

1485. Generally speaking, what proportion of land in 
the district would be cultivable land?—I suppose you 
could cultivate 75 acres of every farm, and the farms range 
from 100 to 200 acres. 

1486. What do you regard as the carrying capacity of 
the land for dairying when it is well improved ?—About 
a beast to 2 acres. 

1487. Is that without hand-feeding ?—Yes 


1488. In your statement you indicate that the best mar- 
kets for most of your produce would be to the east; do 
you not regard the west as offering opportunities for the 
disposal of your surplus agricultural and other produce ’— 
Our maize practically all goes to the west, and in times of 
drought other fodders suitable for feeding stock, such as 
molasses, could be brought through from the coast. 

1489. Do you think you could successfully compete in 
the western markets with the potato growers of Ebor and 
Guyra“—I suppose we could get our share of trade if the 
market was there. 

1490. Do you regard the Dorrigo country as equal to 
the Ebor country for potato growing ’—I think it is. The 
quality of the potatoes grown at Ebor may be better, 
because the land here is so rich that a great many 
varieties grow extra large, and they become waxy; but 
as the district becomes older conditions will improve. 

1491. The expert officers of the Railway Commissioners 
tell us that the line when constructed will involve an 
annual cost for interest and working expenses of £112,000; 
that means that in order to make the line pay every acre 
of land within a 12-mile radius will have to give an average 
return in the shape of revenue of 2s, per annum—would 
you say that the country is capable of producing that 
revenue for the railway?—I think it ought to do that 
and much more than that. I do not know how the Com- 
missioners arrivel at their estimate of revenue, but 
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my own view is that if the district is opened up and 
railway facilities are afforded there would be such an 
increase in population and production as would give a 
much better revenue to the line. 

1492. Is there any considerable area of land here still 
unalienated ?—I had more in mind that the large private 
holdings would be subdivided for closer settlement pur- 
poses. 

14938. Mr. Drummond.] What is your average rainfall? 
—About 72 inches. 

1494. Would not that rainfall have a serious effect on 
the making of hay, which is one form of produce you 
look to find a western market for?—You can make hay, 
but you cannot keep it. For several years since I have 
been here I have made hay, and I find that if it is kept 
there is a tendency for it to get musty on account of the 
damp air. 

1495. You say that hay is brought from Armidale; how 
is it brought?—By teams. I think it costs £7 or £8 per 
ton. 

1496. In view of the fact that you can grow such quan- 
tities, why is it necessary to bring fodder into the dis- 
trict?—I have explained that, whilst we can make hay, 
we cannot conserve it, because it gets musty. 

1497. It is necessary to have other fodders than those 
you can produce ?—Yes, such as chaff. 

1498. And if you had facilities for easier transit from 
the tableland, where chaff is produced, you would consume 
larger quantities ?—Much larger. 

1499. That traffic could be looked to to provide revenue 
for the line?—Yes. 

1500. With railway connection with the western dis- 
tricts, do you anticipate that you would be able to dispose 
of seed in that direction ?-Yes, in large quantities. 

1501. We were assured at Guyra that there would be 
a considerable outlet for seed potatoes from that district 
towards the cost; is that interchange necessary from the 
standpoint of production?’—Yes, seed from the tablelands 
does remarkably well on the coast. I should say that a 
fine market would be opened up all along the North Coast 
for our potatoes, Apart from seed, they cannot keep the 
early varieties on the Clarence on account of the heat, 
and they have to dispose of them. I have sent a lot this 
year to Grafton. 

1502. If you find difficulty in keeping several hays, 
would you not expect to meet with the same difficulty in 
retaining the corn you produce?—No; maize will keep for 
several years. Our potatoes also keep remarkably well. 

1503. Are there many potatoes grown between here and 
Deervale?—-Yes, a good few. 

1504. Do you think the railway might look to that 
source to materially help the revenue?—Yes. I should 
say that potatoes alone would make a big hole in the 
£13,000 estimated revenue. If the line were built from 
Guyra it would be possible to send potatoes down to the 
coast for 30s. or £2 per ton. 

1505. Do you expect any increased development in the 
district to result from the completion of the line from 
Glenreagh ?—Undoubtedly I do. 

1506. As a potato grower, is your output limited by the 
freight to the markets ?—Yes. 

1507. When the price of potatoes is low you cannot com- 
pete with other centres in view of the cartage costs you 
have to bear?—No. 

1508. The completion of the line from Glenreagh will 
change that ’—Yes. 

1509. With the construction of the line to Guyra do 
you anticipate a new market in the west?—There would 
certainly be an interchange of seed. It is not wise to 
grow the same potato year after year, it deteriorates. 

1510. The quantity of seed required would depend on 
the amount of development along the line?—Yes. 

1511. What amount of seed is now brought from the 
tableland?—I cannot say, but I know that farmers on the 
Clarence like to get seed from Guyra if possible. I had 
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an order for 30 tons, and I have been trying to get them 
from Hernani, but the trouble is that the carriage would 
amount to £4 per ton. 

1512. Your market at present is limited to the coast ?— 
Yes, and we can only send our stuff in that direction when 
the Sydney market is high. 

1513. Would the new markets which would be opened 
up with the construction of the line be an incentive to 
increased production ’—Yes. 

1514. Would you consider it necessary that there should 
be a connecting link from the northern line with Inverell ? 
—Yes, I think that is a necessary link. They have flour 
mills at Inverell, and we should be able to get our flour 
there at a cheaper rate than bringing it from Sydney. 

1515. Mr. Mahony.] What area of land have you ?— 
About 250 acres. 

1516. What is your production of potatoes’—From 10 to 
15 tons. We grow more for seed. We have sent our stuff 
all over the State, but the demand is limited owing to the 
cost of transit. Part of the area we dairy on. 

1517. Do you send any of your produce to Macksville ?— 
No, it is too expensive. Last year I had inquiries for 
potatoes from farmers at Kempsey, but the freight was too 
heavy. 

1518. Mr. Burke.| In the event of the line being built, 
would Sydney be your natural market for potatoes ?’—No; 
I think most of our produce would go north and west. 

1519. Unless the price was high you would not be able to 
compete with Tasmania in the Sydney market?—No, but 
we could compete on the rivers, though even there the 
freight is so high that it would be a difficult problem. 

1520. Chairman.| With respect to the potatoes and other 
produce for which you find an outlet on the northern rivers, 
will not the line from Glenreagh, when completed, give 
you all facilities for that particular class of trade?—I think 
it will. 

1521. The line to Guyra will only open up a western 
market for. you?—Yes. 


Andrew William Menzies, farmer, Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1522. Mr. Mahony.| Where is your farm situated ? eg 
North Dorrigo. 

1523. And what is the area?—130 acres, 

1524. You have a statement?—Yes. I consider the ¢ con- 
struction of the railway from Dorrigo to Guyra an urgent 
necessity. It would form part of a great decentralisation 
scheme. It would also open up large areas of good agri- 
eultural land now held in large holdings for grazing pur- 
poses, west of Dorrigo in the Guy Fawkes country. It 
would also bring about an interchange of products between 
the tableland and the coast and vice versa. I consider that 
500 farms or more along this proposed line would be suit- 
able for potato growing. If each holding consisted of 100 
acres and 50 acres were put under potatoes, with an aver- 
age yield of 5 tons per acre, the output would be 250 tons 
for each farm, which at an average price of £8 per ton, 
would work out at £2,000 for each 50 acres. Or from 500 
farms with 50 acres of potatoes each £1,000,000. Alternate 
-.erops could be grown on this land, as it is not advisable to 
. grow more than two crops of potatoes in the same ground. 

Maize, fodders, onions, turnips, &c., would be suitable for 
this purpose. The average crop of maize would be about 
40 bushels. Early varieties would have to be grown, as the 
season is not as long as the Rivers, particularly such varie- 
ties as Hickory King and Silver Mine. If this line were 
constructed it would enable us to procure our fodder seeds 
from New England, thus saving the heavy freight from 
Sydney. Onions grow well here, the average crop being 
13 tons per acre; also turnips, mangles, sweet potatoes, and 
sugar beet. The last mentioned does particularly well. 
With a railway to the tableland an interchange of fruits 
would take place. Oranges purchasable at 2d. per dozen on 


the coast are being sold at 2s. 6d. to 3s. per dozen on the 
tableland. Cherries which are being grown extensively 
about Guyra, Black Mountain, Armidale, and Uralla are 
a luxury to the people of the coast. This line would also 
be supported by tourists from New England. A great 
number now make the trip by cars across to the several 
beaches along our coast. There is a good demand for our 
butter, bacon, and cheese in the west, but we are unable 
to meet the demand, because the cost of haulage, £12 per 
ton, is too great. With our present unlimited supply of 
hardwood fencing timber could be supplied to the land- 
holders of the tableland, where this particular class of 
timber is becoming very scarce. At the present time there 
is a good market on the Clarence River for Guy Fawkes 
and Dorrigo seed potatoes. Potatoes grown in these dis- 
triets will keep right round to the planting time, whereas 
farmers on the coastal rivers are not able to keep their own 
seed for planting again. The haulage on potatoes from 
Dorrigo to Raleigh railway station is £3 per ton, from 
Guy Fawkes to Dorrigo £3 per ton, thus costing the Guy 
Fawkes farmer £6 to the Raleigh railway station. This 
does not leave much profit for the grower. 

1525. One of the advantages which would result Pints 
the construction of the proposed line you say will be that 
it will effect decentralisation, what do you mean by that— 
that you should have a port somewhere?’—Yes, I under- 
stand that Coff’s Harbour would be a suitable port. 

1526. With a port at Coff’s Harbour, where would you 
market your produce ?’—We might possibly be able to send 
some of it overseas. 

1527. You want the opportunity to avail of a market 
overseas ’—Yes. 

1528. Next you say that the line will help to break up 
the large estates; where are they?—In the Guy Fawkes 
district. J understand that some men hold as much as 
20,000 acres. 

1529. How would the railway break up the large estates 
if the owners were not prepared to subdivide?—I take 
it that with a railway running through owners would 
be standing in their own light if they did not break up 
their estates. At any rate the railway would be an induce- 
ment. 

1530. From your knowledge of the country, would you 
say there was land between the Snowys and Guyra suitable 
for farming or dairying?—Yes. I consider there is some 
land very suitable for that purpose. Round about Aber- 
foyle there is very fair country for closer settlement under 
agricultural conditions. 

15381. You speak of the average crop of maize being about 
40 bushels to the acre; is that your own experience ?—Yes, 
in Dorrigo. JI consider that the land at Guy Fawkes, 
growing the earlier varieties, would produce as much. 

1532. Are there any other ‘peobls } in this vicinity produc- 
ing 40 bushels to the acre ?—Yes. 

1533. May that be regarded as the general average for 
the district ?—Yes. 

1534. Would you say that 5 tons of potatoes to the acre 
was the average production ?—Yes, that is well under the 
mark. 


1535. And 13 tons to the acre is the average for onions ? 
—Yes. 
1536. With regard to the earriage of fodder from the 


New England district; does not this district produce suffi- 
cient for its own requirements?’—We cannot produce hay 
in this district. 

1537. Do you anticipate that the tourist traffic would 
produce much revenue for the railway?—I think go, par- 
ticularly if the line is constructed right through to Inverell. 
People from the west and north-west would come to the 
beaches on the coast, and the coastal people would be glad 
of the opportunity to get inland. 

1538. You speak of the freight on butter and bacon 
being £12 per ton; is that the freight to Sydney? —No, 
from Dorrigo to Armidale; that is how the cost of cartage 
has been going. 


1539. Where do you find your main market for those 
products’—In winter time we send a lot of butter and 
bacon to the west; in the summer we have had to send 
some to Sydney. 

1540. Would you send any to the coast ?—Very little. 

1541. With regard to the timber industry, where is the 
marketable timber in this district situated?—In the Moon- 
pah parish there is some of the finest timber I have seen. 

1542. Would you expect to find a market for that timber 
inland ?—Yes. 

1548. And that would materially assist the revenue of 
the proposed line ?~—Yes. 

1544. What are the dairying possibilities of the dis- 
trict?’—Dorrigo is not fully developed yet. A good deal 
of improvement is still taking place, and there is every 
prospect of a considerable increase in production. 

1545. Would you find a market in the west for your 
dairy produce?—For a certain portion of the year. The 
New England district is not able to produce much in the 
cold months, and there is a good market for us. Person- 
ally, I would like to see the line carried on to Inverell. 
If it only goes to Guyra it will not really be completed. 
Continue the line on to Inverell, and it will open up a big 
market, and we shall be able to get our produce further to 
the west. 

1546. Do you think the proposed line would, within a 
reasonable time, earn sufficient revenue to pay working 
expenses ?— Yes, 

1547. Chairman.| Your figures respecting the 500 farms 
work out at a total production of 125,000 tons of potatoes. 
According to the latest figures available, the total produc- 
tion of potatoes in this State in the years 1920-21 was 
63,256 tons. Do you think this district, if opened up by 
railway, would be able to produce twice as many potatoes 
as the whole State in that year?’—It is very hard to say 
what could be produced. I know that the land is here 
which is capable of production. 

1548. If you produced that quantity of potatoes, could 
you find a market?—Surely there would be some way of 
competing with New Zealand and Tasmania, which send in 
potatoes and cripple our market. 

1549. You think this distriet is'eminently suited for that 
elass of production, and that it would produce a consider- 
able amount if the line were built ?—Yes. 

1550. Mr. Travers]. Assuming the line is built to Guyra, 
where will your principal market be for your agricultural 
products ?’—There would be a market in the west for our 
maize and a market on the coast for our potatoes. 

1551. The great bulk of your agricultural produce would 
find a market on the coast, north as far as Murwillumbah 
and south in the direction of Gloucester—is that your 
opinion ’—No, J think that if the freight was reasonable 
to Sydney, we could compete with any district in potato- 


_ growing. 


1552. With the completion of the line from Glenreagh, 


‘you would have an almost uninterrupted run to Sydney; 


in what better position would the line to Guyra put you ?— 
Our potatoes come in two or three months earlier than 
the New England crops. We should be able to send our 
produce in that direction in the early part of the season. 

1553. Would that represent any appreciable quantity of 
traffic?—It might. 

1554. So far as Dorrigo itself is concerned, will it not 
he very well served when the line is completed to Glen- 
reagh, seeing that it will give you both Sydney and the 
North Coast as a market?—The construction of a line to 
Guyra would put us in a very much better position. There 
would be a bigger market for our timber and, in addition, 
there would be an interchange of fruits and other produce, 

1555. What you look for is the opening up of additional 
markets in the west and north-west by the construction of 
a further line from Guyra to Inverell ?—Yes. 

1556. Mr. Drummond.] Take the country between here 


and Ebor, do you think you could get 50,000 acres of first 
elass land #—I do. 
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1557. Is that exclusive of the possibilities of the land 
between Ebor and Guyra?’—Yes. 

1558. At present the greatest disadvantage this district 
labours under is the distance to market ?—Yes. 

1559. With the railway completed to Glenreagh, and 
the line constructed to Guyra, what would be a fair living 
area in this district ?—100 acres. 

1560. Even in the vicinity of Dorrigo there is the possi- 
bility of greater production than at present ?—Yes. 

1561. With the advantage of alternative markets in the 
west, in the event of Inverell being linked up with the 
Northern line, would that be sufficient to cause a flow of 
trafic in this direction such as would make this line a 
payable proposition within a reasonable time?—I think go. 

1562. Mr. Cameron.| What commodities do you contem- 
plate exporting from Coff’s Harbour?—There would be 
wool from the west. 

1563. Would that be for the overseas market for sale 
over there ’—Yes. 

1564. Is it the practice to export wool for gale?—I take 
it that in course of time possibly wool sales would take 
place at Coff’s Harbour. 

1565. Seeing that there is no other place in the State 
where wool can be sold, do you think Coff’s Harbour would 
offer greater facilities than Newcastle?—The facilities 
would be there, and I see nothing to stop trade develop- 
ment in that direction. 

1566. Seeing that buyers will not go to Newcastle to-day, 
and that it is only recently they went to Brisbane, what. 
outstanding facilities would Coff’s Harbour offer ?—New- 
castle is so close to Sydney that it is hardly likely wool 
buyers would go there, but, seeing that Coff’s Harbour is 
midway between Brisbane and Sydney, they might be 
induced to go there. 

1567. That is only your opinion; you have no evidence 
to submit ?—No. 

1568. Apart from wool, what other produce would be 
exported in deep-sea ships?’—General merchandise, 

1569. The Committee is considering a jetty at Byron Bay 
for deep-sea ships, but we have no evidence’that there will 
be any deep-sea trade; do you think Coff’s Harbour would 
offer better facilities ’—I think Coff’s Harbour will make 
a better harbour than Byron Bay, because it is*a natural 
harbour, which will be improyed with the completion of the 
break-water. 


John McSkimming, forest guard, Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 

1570. Mr. Burke.| Have you a statement to submit to the 
Committee?—Yes. The quantities of timber treated in 
this district and the Crown royalties received therefrom, 
for the financial years from July, 1917, to 30th June, 1922, 
as shown in annual reports, are as under :— 


ay ee 

gr syd. 

1917-1918 .. 4,560,957 1,709 14 9 
1918-1919 .. 4,178,842 2,034 12 7 
1919-1920 ... 4,699,328 2,358 1 8 
1920-1921 ... 6,914,578 3,012 15 0 
1921-1922 ,.. 5,133,576 1,986 12 11 
1922-1923 . Incomplete 1,650 19 10 


The total quantities of timber treated in the aboyemen- 
tioned period was 25,487,281, and the total revenue received 
£11,101 16s. 11d. The totals of timber treated include that 
obtained from private property. The returns for this finan- 
cial year are not yet complete. I estimate the timber 
treated during 1922-23 will be approximately 4,000,000 
super feet. Forest Areas.—State Forest No. 488, Wild 
Oattle Creek. This forest, through which the present 
Glenreagh-Dorrigo line is being constructed, is approxi- 
mately in area 4,000 acres. The timber stand consists of 
pine, tallowwood, blackbutt, blue gum, brush box, and 
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I estimate the stand on this forest at 10,000 
super feet per acre. This works out at a total stand of 
40,000,000 super feet. Estimating the royalty value at 
stump at 2s. per 100 super feet gives a value of £40,000. 
State Forest No. 488, No. 1 extension, Wild Cattle Creek. 
—This forest includes measured portions 29 to 64, in- 
elusive, parish of Allan, embracing an area of 8,256 acres. 
The timber stand consists of pine, tallowwood, blackbutt, 
turpentine, blue gum, brush box, and brush timbers. I 
estimate the stand at 10,000 super feet per acre. This 
works out at a total stand of 82,560,000 super feet. Esti- 
mating the royalty value at stump at 1s. 6d. per 100 super 
feet gives a value of £61,920. The Glenreagh-Dorrigo line 
at present under construction runs through portion of this 
forest also. Bielsdown State Forest No. 490, parieh of 
Leigh, situated approximately 24 miles from Dorrigo, of 
an area of about 2,090 acres, is timbered mainly with 
brushwods. I estimate the stand at 20,000 super feet per 
acre, which gives a total stand of 41,800,000 super feet, 
and at a royalty value of 1s. per 100 super feet at stump 
gives a value of £20,900. Forest Reserve No. 40,814, and 
adjacent measured portions No. 181, parish of Leigh, and 
18-19, parish of Allan, of an area of 1,034 acres, situated 
about 4 miles from Megan, is timbered with tallowwood, 
brush box, blue gum, and brushwoods. I estimate the stand 
at 10,000 super feet per acre, giving a total stand of 
10,340,000 super feet. At a royalty value at stump of 
13. 6d. per 100 super feet, this works out at a value of 
- £7,755. Moonpar State Forest No. 489, of an area of 
approximately 5,300 acres, situated 10 miles from Dorrigo. 
Timbered with pine, tallowwood, blackbutt, stringy bark, 
brush box, blue gum, and brushwoods. I estimate the stand 
at 12,000 super feet per acre. The total stand at 63,600,000 
super feet. Estimating the royalty value at 1s. 6d. per 
100 super feet at stump gives a total value of £47,700. In 
this forest there is some of the most magnificent tallow- 
wood and blackbutt that I have had the pleasure of seeing. 
Clouds Creek State Forest No. 111, of an approximate 
area of 43,000 acres. Situated in the parishes of Moonpar, 
Wiriri, and Jardine. Timbered with ironbark, grey gum, 
spotted gum, tallowwood, turpentine, mahogany, messmate, 
stringy bark, pine, and brushwoods. Allowing an area of 
7,000 acres as being covered with brushwood, the remain- 
ing 36,000 acres I estimate to carry a stand of 6,000 super 
feet per acre of hardwood timber. This gives a total stand 
of 216,000,000 super feet of hardwood. Estimated at a 
royalty value at stump of 1s. 6d. per 100 super feet, this 
gives a value of £162,000. The 7,000 acres of brush I 
estimate to earry a stand of 20,000 super feet per acre, 
which gives a total stand of brushwood of 140,000,000 
super feet. Estimated at a royalty value at stump of 1s. 
per 100 super feet, this gives a value of £70,000. This 
forest is approximately 20 miles from Hernani Post Office. 
In addition to these, there are other forest areas within 
working distance of the proposed Dorrigo-Guyra line. In 
the parish of Stewart Forest Reserve No. 51,929, nearest 
point of which is 4 miles from Megan. Never-Never State 
Forest No. 6138, nearest point approximately 7 miles from 
Dorrigo, from which pine is at present being drawn to 
local mill at Dorrigo. In the parishes of Shea and Alder 
there are large areas of timbered Crown lands as yet un- 
touched, as also in the parishes of Bobo and Cope. 

1571. What area does your district embrace?—The Dor- 
rigo and Tyringham mills, the North Dorrigo and Lee 
mills, and two mills at Megan. 

1572. How long have you been in the district ?—About 
nineteen years. 

1578. Have you had experience in any other portion of 
the State?—Yes, I was forest guard at White Swamp, 
near Acacia Creek. 

1574. Hfow do the forests in this district compare with 
regard to the quantity and quality of the timber?— 
Favourably with the area I was on up north on the Mac- 
pherson Range. The brushwood is about on a par with that 
of the Northern Range, but the hardwoods are a better 
class, especia iy the tallowwood. 


brushwoods. 


1575. Is there much activity in the timber trade of the 
district at present?—Not as much as there was a couple 
of years ago. Things have been a little slack lately. 
Last year one of the mills at Megan was burnt down, and 
another has been closed down for twelve months. 

1576. What is the reason of the falling-off in the in- 
dustry ?—The main reason, I think, is the quantity of 
foreign timber which has been coming in at a cheaper rate 
than it could be produced for in this State. 

1577. How is it that imported timbers can compete suc- 
cessfully with those locally produced?—They have a 
cheaper carriage across from America. I understand it is 
3s. 4d. per 100 superficial feet. The coastal carriage from 
Coffs Harbour is about 6s. per 100. Again, from what 
I can read in the American Lumbermam, vast quantities 
of timber accumulated during the war which could not be 
exported. With the cessation of hostilities this country 
became a dumping ground for large quantities. 

1578. Is that a condition of affairs which is likely to 
continue*—It is altering now. I think America is finding 
better markets in Europe, and she is not shipping so much 
to Australia. 

1579. Then it is not through any lack of railway facili- 
ties that the industry has fallen off’—It is entirely a 
matter of carriage. America has better facilities for get- 
ting timber to the coast. It is possible to raft the logs 
down the rivers. Their pine forests are pure forests, and 
they can go in and cut straight out on the face. Our pine 
is scattered through the brushwood timbers. 

1580. Even if you had railway facilities and could get 
your timber to OCoff’s Harbour the Americans would still 
be able to compete with you?—Yes. 

1581. Do you think the construction of the proposed 
line would aid the timber industry at all in the face of 
that competition?’—Yes, that is my opinion. With the 
construction of the proposed line large quantities of this 
timber would go west, 

1582. Would there be an appreciable market in that 
direction ?@—I think go. - 

1583. What about the North Coast; would you be able 
to find a market in that direction?—So far as I know 
all along the North Coast timber is coming down from 
the range. This belt extends right to the Queensland 
border. 

1584. What is your opinion as to the probable extent 
of the Sydney market in the event of the line being con- 
structed ?—I do not think that would affect us very much, 
but we should be able to supply timber to the west much 
cheaper than they can get it now. 

1585. So far as the Sydney market is concerned the 
imported article would successfully compete with you ’— 
Yes, at present. 

1586. The outlet for the timber of this district would be 
practically confined to the north and north-western por- 
tions of the State’—Yes. 

1587. Do you think the surveyed route of the line is the 
best route that could be followed?—I am of that opinion. 
I travel over the country a good deal, and I think the 
grade of that line is the best it is possible to get. 

1588. Do you think the Tyringham deviation would be 
justified, seeing that it would cost £100,000 more?—No; I 
think the situation would be met by a spur line from the 
proposed line, or else by good roads to that line. To cross 
the Murray valley and the Nimboyda valley would entail 
considerable expense. 

1589. Would you favour the construction of a line from 
Guyra to Inverell to link up with the north-west 2—~Yes. 

1590. On the ground that the timber interests of this 
district would be best served in that direction ?—Yes. 

1591. Mr. Travers.] With regard to the total quantities 
of timber treated during the period mentioned, what pro- 
portion of that would represent pine?—I should say that, 
roughly speaking, about 20 million feet would be pine. 
{t is mostly pine that goes to the Sydney market. The 
carriage on hardwoods is too great. 
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1592, Where did most of that timber go?—To Sydney. 
It is mostly sawn timber in the rough. 

1593. So far as you know it would be consumed in the 
State?—Yes. A certain quantity was shipped to Mel- 
bourne. 

1594. Would a radius of 20 miles from Dorrigo embrace 
the whole of the area you have spoken of ?—No, it would 
be more than that. 

1595. May I take it that a great portion of the timber 
to which your figures relate would come within the in- 
fluence of the line from Glenreagh?—Yes. The two State 
forests along that line and an area in the parish of Bobo 
have not yet been touched. I should say that the timber 
from both areas would go to that line at about the 12-mile 
peg from Dorrigo. A mill has recently been established 
right on the line, 

1596. Take your estimate of the total stand of brush- 
wood in the areas dealt with, roughly, how much of that 
would come within the influence of the Glenreagh line?— 
If there is no other outlet undoubtedly a lot of that 
timber will go to the coast. 

1597. What is the greatest distance from Dorrigo at 
which those forests lie?—The northerly end of Cloud’s 
Creek forest is 80 miles from Dorrigo. 

1598. With regard to the American competition, would 
the construction of this line in any way help to combat 
that?—Yes, I think our pine could compete if we could 
get it straight across to the north-west, instead of having 
to send it the long journey round. And not only the 
pines, but a great quantity of our hardwood I think would 
go in that direction. 

1599. Do you get more into the hardwood country as 
you approach Tyringham ?—Yes. 


1600. Assuming the proposed line is constructed to 


Guyra, and ultimately on to Inverell, and the Glenreagh 
line is completed, do you consider that the bulk of the 
timber would go towards the coast for shipment to the 
Sydney market, or would it go west?—lI think the bulk 
of it would go west. I believe that it would be possible 
to get better prices by sending it in that direction. From 
Cedar Log Creek the carriage to Armidale, a distance 
of 60 miles, was 18s. per 100 superficial feet for tallow- 
wood, and 14s. per 100 for pine. I do not know whether 
those rates have been lowered. 


1601. Mr. Drummond.| The American timbers are 
mainly softwoods ?—Yes. 

1602. So far as hardwood is concerned, there is a fairly 
steady market for it?—Yes. 

1603. Where are the mills in this district carting timber 
at the present time?—To the railway station at Raleigh, 
and from thence it is shipped. The carriage to Raleigh, 
I believe, is about 4s. 6d. per 100 superficial feet. No 
hardwood goes that way, because they cannot compete. 

1604. With the completion of the line to Glenreagh 
will the hardwood go in that direction?—I should say 
that practically all the sawn timber, as well as the logs, 
would go down that line. 

1605. In view of the existing disabilities, do you think 
that with through railway carriage the timber industry 
will be put on a sound footing?—I do undoubtedly. My 
opinion is that more mills would start in this area, and 
the timber would be dealt with better. Unquestionably, 
with better facilities for getting the timber away, the 
industry would develop. 

1606. Mr. Mahony.] Does your district include the 
range south of the line between Ebor and Dorrigo?—Yes. 

1607. What class of timber is on that range?—Hard- 
woods and brush, but there would not be a great deal of 
that which would affect the line, because the fall is too 
steep. 

1608. Chairman.| What is the total acreage of the 
forests under your jurisdiction in the district you have 
mentioned ?—Roughly 127,680 acres. 

1609. Is your Department making any provision for a 
continuity of supplies—in other words, has it adopted 
any scheme of reafforestation ?—No. 

1610. Does that mean that once the softwoods and the 
hardwoods are cut out then it is done with as a timber 
area ?’—Once the softwoods are cut out the country does 
not seem to reafforest, but if left alone the hardwood 
country will reafforest. 

1611. Mr. Drummond.] Are there any areas of milling 
timber on the alienated lands?—There are fair areas left 
on the private properties towards Deervale and Tyring- 
ham. Then at the southern end of the Cloud’s Creek 
forest, which was revoked, there are fine milling areas. 
Other areas have been made available for settlement on 
which there are large quaintities of good timber, 


TUESDAY, 19 JUNE, 1923. 
[The Committee met in the Public Hall, Deervale. | 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosperrt Manony. 
Francis Micuaen Burkes, Esq. 


WiLuiAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Doe, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo, 


James Edwards, farmer, Cedar Vale, Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1612. Chairman.] How far is your residence from Dor- 
rigo*—About 14 miles. 

1613, What is the area of your holding?—189 acres. I 
have a statement to submit if the Committee will accept 
it. In twelve months time we expect the line from Glen- 
reagh to Dorrigo to be completed. That line will tap 800 
square miles of the richest dairying, agricultural, and tim- 
ber country in New South Wales. It will also complete 74 
miles of the proposed Guyra-Coff’s Harbour railway, leav- 
ing only a gap of 89 miles to link the north-west with the 
city of Grafton and its magnificent river, and, above all, 
the coming deep- -sea shipping port of Coff’s Harbour. 
Glenreagh is in equal distance between Grafton and Coft’s 
Harbour. Between Guyra and the Queensland border 
there are fourteen railway stations, two representing the 
important towns of Gien Innes and Tenterfield. Between 


Guyra and Tamworth there are sixteen stations, two repre- 
senting the city of Armidale and the important town of 
Tamworth. From Guyra to Inverell the distance is 56 
miles. It is only 37 miles from Guyra and Glen Innes, 
and only 11 miles from Tenterfield to the border, with one 
small station between. From a developmental and finan- 
cial point of view there is no rival to the Guyra-Dorrigo 
proposal, for it will link the above rich and vast area, 
which is so subject to drought, with the rich pastures of 
Guy Fawkes and the magnificent agricultural and dairying 
districts of Dorrigo and the North Coast, whose rainfall 
is about the highest in the State. With the completion of 
Coff’s Harbour, and the coming of the big boats, the link- 
ing up of Inverell, Guyra, and Dorrigo by rail, the con- 
summation of the gorge hydro-electric scheme at Grafton, 
I prophesy that Grafton is destined to become the Man- 
chester of Australia. The establishment of large manu- 
factories at Grafton and Coff’s Harbour would lead to 
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great industrial activities, and the linking up of the north- 
west with the cities and harbours on the coast would be the 
dawn of a new day for. them. Whilst former inquiries 
found seven or eight different factions pulling in opposite 
directions, to-day unanimity exists between Grafton, 
Armidale, Coff’s Harbour, Dorrigo, and Guyra, and In- 
verell is satisfied to accept the decision of the Committee. 
Leaving out all the small town in the north-west, and 
counting the population of the six largest, we have a popu- 
lation aggregating 33,967. Doing likewise with the North 
Coast, and counting seven large towns, we have 45,900. 
These are the factors that will make for the financial suc- 
cess of the proposal, ensuring a steady passenger traffic 
and an enormous interchange of products. 

1614. What effect upon this district will the completion 
of the line from Glenreagh have?—lIt will have a wonder- 
ful effect. 

1615. How far west of Dorrigo will settlement and pro- 
duction be increased by the construction of that line?—I 
believe all the way to Guyra, with the exception of a small 
area of slightly inferior country. I should say that all 
land which can be used either for grazing stock or for 
cultivation purposes will be settled. 

1616. In the event of the proposed line being constructed 
in which direction would the settlers in the various inter- 
vening districts find their biggest market?’—On the coast 
for potatoes and root crops. J should say that our produce 
would go north as far as the Tweed, and south as far 
as Kempsey. 

1617. What produce would go west to the great northern 
line or the north-western line?—Corn, maize, and fruit. 
There is a great demand for oranges, and stuff is hauled 
every winter from Bellingen. In the winter months Dor- 
rigo would also be able to send all the butter and bacon 
it makes inland. 

1618. What products would you get from the west in 
return ?—We would expect to get our flour. That is one 
of the chief things we would depend upon them for, and 
if possible we would get bran. There would be a great 
market in Dorrigo for that to help to feed the stock in 
winter. 

1619. Mr. Doe.|] What is the feeling in this part as re 
gards the proposed deviation towards Tyringham ?—I think 
the people here are inclined to favour the proposed route 
not only in their own interests, but because the engineering 
difficulties are less. It is not a matter of local prejudice, 
but in the interests of the State generally it is thought 
that this would be the best route to follow. 


Alfred Beaumont, dairy-farmer, Dorrigo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1620. Mr. Drummond.] You have a statement you wish 
to read?’—Yes. I wish to point out that the evidence which 
will be submitted by the members of the Deervale League 
will be more or less a repetition of that tendered in other 
centres. We have tried to avoid repetition as much as 
possible. We base our claim to the railway solely on the 
disadvantage we suffer from the lack of facilities, and the 
fact that we can grow the products if only we have a 
market available. We will base our claims on lack of 
facilities. We can produce the products, but no market. 
We base our claim for this railway connection on three 
grounds—(1) Decentralisation; (2) the right of inter- 
district exchange; (8) that the districts between Dorrigo 
and Guyra cannot be developed without railway facilities. 
Decentralisation—Dealing with those grounds in the 
order named, I would point out that the decentralisation 
committee of 1910 recommended this line, Coff’s Harbour 
to Guyra. We contend that the construction of this con- 
nection is warranted from the standpoint of decentralisa- 
tion alone. if this connection was made the distance for 
travelling between the central North Coast and Queensland 
would be lessened by hundreds of miles. At present there 


-year is the northern tablelands. 


is an enormous wastage in the haulage of produce from 
the west to the port, Sydney, as the following comparisons 
show :— 


To Cofi’s To 
Town. Harbour. Sydney. 
Armidale... .c cee eee 157 595 
Deepwater. ss. tmatcoeenias 190 446 
Glen Innes 72... ee eee 167 423 
Gyre aig. cata ne i MUTT 130 886 
Inyerel]. "yaks foeseet ease tte 190 509 
Moree “od.icccacaee atone aerate 286 413 
Mangind! 2 i cancapasenescntsiieces eee 353 490 
Tenterfield. ....c-ccctetcneseqaaveba tater 225 481 
Thrall Sigicaia tit vesccenos roateanteoes > | 2 345 
Wrarialda, sé: wdeisesacane Meee tel Mok 462 


The meat market of the world has been lost to Australia, 
and a contributing fact is that stock has been knocked 
about in process of transport over long distances to the 
only one oversea port in this State, viz., Sydney. If this 
line was constructed Coff’s Harbour would become a deep- 
sea port. At present, if we have any produce to dispose 
of, no matter of what nature, whether fat stock, horses, 
butter, or bacon, we have only one market; everything 
must be sent to Sydney. It costs about £1 15s. per head to 
send fat stock to Homebush. It would only cost a few 
shillings to send them to our natural port, Coff’s Harbour, 
and there would be very little wastage in condition. It 
is estimated that large stock lose £1 per head in value in 
transit to Sydney. Inter-district exchange: We claim the 
right to inter-district exchange, which at present we are 
denied owing to the prohibitive freight. The natural 
market for this district for four or five months of the 
At present, if we wish 
to trade our produce with the west or northern table- 
lands, it has to be forwarded to Sydney via Coff’s Har- 
bour, and then per rail to its destination. Both the pro- 
ducer and consumer lose by these extra expenses in dié- 
tributing. It is prohibitive to send bacon and butter over- 
land to Armidale, as it costs £12 10s. per ton for butter 
and £13 per ton for bacon. To this must be added the 
deterioration, as it takes a horse team five to seven days 
to travel from Dorrigo to Armidale. If we had rail 
transport it would only cost a few shillings. We have 
a vast range of produce that we could trade to other dis- 
tricts if we could but transport them, such as butter, 
bacon, cheese, fruits, maize, root crops, &e. We also have 
valuable timbers that would be saved to the State if this 
line was constructed, which would link up the two railway 
systems—the North Coast—with the tableland. During 
the last few years thousands of calves on the dairy farms 
in the coastal districts have been destroyed; in fact, there’ 
are practically no bull calves reared, and only heifers from 
the picked cows. This is a national loss. If there were 
means of transport to the western districts a big percent- 
age of this wastage would be cut out. District develop- 
ment: We submit that this district cannot be developed 
without railway facilities. Rainfall: The records of Deer- 
vale Station show an average rainfall of over 70 inches. 
This is proof that the Dorrigo and Ebor districts, whieh 
this line will serve, are safe against drought. Under 
these circumstances this district, with railway con- 
nection with the northern tablelands would be a big 
asset to the State in time of drought. Thousands of sheep 
and cattle could be saved to the State. At the present 
time there are cattle from the drought districts of 
Queensland and sheep from the west on grass in this 
area. My experience in droughts out west is that more 
stock is lost through lack of water than shortage of feed. 
T contend that if this district was linked up by rail with 
the west and north-west, stock could be brought here, 
where we have the best water in the world; and if it was 
necessary to hand-feed them it could be done much 
cheaper on the coast, as there would be an enormous 
saving in freight. Soil analysis: Analyses of the soil 


samples, both from the scrub and forest country, show a 
deficiency of lime. Although heavy crops of maize and 
potatoes, &c., have been produced from these soils without 
any fertilisers, such as lime or superphosphates, the yields 
eould be increased 100 per cent. if fertilisers could be 
used. But when it is taken into consideration that it 
would cost £9 odd per ton for freight, railway and cartage, 
&e., to land lime and fertilisers, it is absurd to think of 
using artificial manures. I have seen eight crops of 
potatoes and miaize grown on chocolate soil without 
manure, the last erop’s yields being equal to the first. 
Farmers have been compelled to abande~ the growing of 
maize and potatoes through the lack of transport facilities 
and owing to prohibitive cartage, &c., to market their 
produce in a concentrated form, such as butter, pork, and 
eheese. There is a greater future before this district than 
grazing, in view of the variety of crops that can be grown. 
It is the opinion of the Deervale Railway League that 50 
acres of our best voleanic scrub land would constitute a 
maintenance area if we had railway connection. At pre- 
sent it requires about 100 acres of well-developed land to 
make a living. My league also contends that if we had the 
means of obtaining fertilisers, and could use them to the 
extent that the New Zealand farmers do, we could run a 
beast to the acre. In regard to the open or forest country, 
with a line at a reasonable distance, it would take from 
100 to 150 acres (according to the standard of country) 
to make a living area. At present this class of country 
is given up to grazing large stock. When the present 
prices for cattle are taken into consideration it must be 
realised that. this country is not producing one-tenth of 
what it is capable of doing if put to agricultural uses. It 
is estimated that with railway connection 250,000 acres in 
the Deervale, Ebor, and Hernani districts would be 
brought into intense cultivation. I came to this district 
intending to go in for agriculture, but owing to lack of 
means to transport produce I have been compelled to aban- 
don all ideas of agriculture and go in for dairying. I 
consider that cows yield higher on the Dorrigo and Ebor 
plateau than on the coast. Our unrivalled water supply 
is of great assistance in putting up high records. My 
herd has returned as high as £3 per head for a single 
month, and I never received less than £1 per cow in the 
winter months. These returns are off grass, with no hand- 
feeding. I do not know of one silo on the whole of the 
plateau. There is no district in the State which can carry 
on as successfully as the Dorrigo without insurance 
against drought. My returns from thirty-one cows for the 
last four months are:—February, £53; March, £84 12s. 5d.; 
April, £70 7s.; May, £52, or a total of £260 53., showing 
‘average for the four months of £8 7s. 10d. per cow. I am 
certain that many thousands of acres of land in the Mel- 
drum, Ebor, and Hernani districts could produce the same 
results if they had railway facilities; but this country 
cannot be developed unless the settlers are given facili- 
ties for marketing their produce. I have seen heavy fat 
pigs sent to Sydney from this district, which the farmer 
could not recognise when they were pointed out to him 
by the agents—they had been so knocked about in trans- 
port. The price at that time for this class of pigs was 
£24 per head. The local factory could not pay. more than 
id. per lb. At the present time the Dorrigo factory does 
not want heavy pork, therefore the farmers are placed at 
a big disadvantage in not having a market for this class of 
produce. Many of the settlers between Meldrum, Ebor, 
and Hernani came into the district to engage in agricul- 
ture, but seeing no prospect of a railway being built they 
were compelled (after spending what capital they had) 
to temporarily leave their blocks. I have known potatoes 
sold off this country at £8 per ton on the ground when the 
Sydney market price was £40 per ton. Even at this 
price many hundreds of tons were left to rot in the pits. 
This season at Hernani, on Mr. H. Pitkin’s farm, I have 
seen potatoes that would yield 10 tons to the acre. He 
advises me that he will not be able to get them to market 
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as £6 per ton is the cartage to Grafton, and it practi 
cally takes all the profit. If this district was linked up 
by rail it would only cost a few shillings to send this kind 
of produce to Grafton. At present large sums of money 
are sent out of the State for potatoes which could be pro- 
duced in this district if we had facilities to get them to 
market. We consider that this district is capable of pro- 
ducing all the potatoes this State requires. There are 
many large estates in the area to be served by the line the 
owners of whieh have stated their willingness and their 
intention to subdivide if this line is constructed. ‘At the 
present time it is no use to subdivide, as nobody wants 
land in a district where they cannot market their pro- 
duce when won from the soil. At Dorrigo recently a 
block was thrown open for selection, and hundreds of 
applications were received. This shows the keen demand 
there would be for all this wonderfully fertile country if 
we had the facilities we are asking for. A member of the 
Land Settlement and Development Committee, which 
passed through here recently, stated that the Dorrigo and 
Guy Fawkes lands was no poor man’s country. We admit 
it, but we have no hesitation in stating that the whole 
of this country would be rushed if settlers had less primi- 
tive means of transport. Yields: In regard to yields, wo 
have different standards of soils. I have known some land 
to yield as high as 10 tons of potatoes to the acre, but the 
average is about 6 tons without any manures. Maize does 
well here. Under Government test poor white soil has 
yielded up to 72 bushels (with manures). I have seen 
80 bushels obtained from our best soil without any fer- 
tiliser. At the present I hold 370 acres of best scrub land, 
which I would be prepared to subdivide if a railway was 
built. I consider that I could do better on one-third of 
the area if I could get my produce to market. At present 
it costs me about £10 per ton to market my butter and to 
get my goods from Sydney. My approximate freightage is 
15 tons per year, costing about £150. I consider this a 
hardship. It costs 38s. per can to deliver cream to 
Dorrigo, or about 1d. per lb. If we had a railway it 
would be delivered for 9d. To this must be added 5d. for 
the return of can, or a total of 1s. 2d. against 3s. 6d. 
At present this district is only carrying about 500 of a 
population. With a railway it could in ten years carry 
& population of 5,000. 

1621. Have you noticed in recent years any tendency 
for this district to go back?—It has been going back for 
four or five years; prospects were better ten years ago. 

1622. Does that account for the deserted holdings in the 
vicinity of Deervale?—A number of people have acquired 
additional areas from settlers who sold out because they 
had no facilities to market their produce. The only 
increase in settlement between Deervale and Dorrigo is 
represented by the soldiers. 

16283. What are the chances of the returned soldiers 
under existing conditions?—Without a revaluation I do 
not think they have a chance at all. 

1624. Transport conditions militate against them ‘¢—~ 
Dairying is the only thing, and Cedar Vale is the limit. 

1625. Do you thik the proposed line follows the most 
suitable route?—Yes. Our League decided not to raise 
the question of route. We are prepared to leave that ques- 
tion to be settled by the experts. 

1626. We have been told in evidence that in the vicinity 
of Deervale along the surveyed route the area for settle- 
ment on the southern side for a distance of about 10 miles 
is restricted, in as much as the line runs practically on the 
edge of the bluff, and that therefore the opportunities for 
settlement are limited;—is that a fair statement ?—Yes. 
But the conditions are very much the same along the 
North Coast line. The area of land on the coastal side is 
very limited. 

1627. It has been said that in this district there are 
20,000 acres of land suitable for potato-growing and inten- 
sive culture;—is that a conservative estimate?—I think 
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1628. Does your estimate of 150 acres for a living area 
refer to country of that type, or have you in mind country 
of a more mixed character?—Any of the country through 
which you pass between here and Dorrigo would be suit- 
able for farming and dairying and 150 acres would repre- 
sent a living area. 

1629. The Cabinet sub-committee has reported that 10 
miles out from Dorrigo and until Ebor is reached the 
country is inferior and less suited for settlement; do you 
agree with that estimate?—No. There might be a few 
ridges which might be classed as inferior country, but 
further on there is scrub land equal to anything in 
Dorrigo. 

1630. Would your estimate of 160 acres for a closer 
settlement area apply to the country generally between 
Deervale and Dorrigo’—In my opinion 50 acres of serub 
land would constitute a living area with railway facilities. 

1631, There is not sufficient inferior country to lower the 
average ‘—No. 

1632. Do you agree that the area of good country round 
Ebor is restricted’—-No, I should say there is very little 
inferior country in the vicinity of Ebor. The good 
country extends right through to Bostobrick and Tyring- 
ham, a distance of nearly 20 miles. 


William Marks, dairyman, Fernbrook, Dorrigo, sworn, 
and examined :— 


1633. Mr. Doe.] What is the area of your holding ?— 
170 acres. 

1634. Haye you prepared a statement?—Yes. I desire to 
give evidence in support of the immediate construction of 
a railway from Dorrigo to Guyra. I am a dairy-farmer 
living at Fernbrook on Block 88, which I selected on 29th 
April, 1909, and have been residing there ever since. I hold 
the Hawkesbury Agricultural diploma and Burdekin 
medal, and have since had twenty-four years’ practical 
experience in dairying and farming, from the felling and 
clearing of the dense scrub, both on the Richmond River 
and here. My remarks are confined chiefly to the east 
portion of the parish of Fenton, county Fitzroy, bounded 
on the south by the parish boundary, on the west by the 
Little Murray River, and the north by the Deervale- 
Dorrigo road. This is a closer settlement area. It com- 
prises 8,883 acres (representing fifty-two farms of an 
average of 170 acres each) of the richest land on the 
plateau and the State, admirably adapted for dairying, 
farming, and root crops and fruit-growing. The distance 
from the Deervale-Dorrigo road by the existing road to 
the end of Little Murray River would be about 10 miles; 
the proposed railway line would be shorter. Owing to 
want of marketing facilities, dairying is the main in- 
dustry. There are still many thousands of feet of good 
building timber, also softwoods suitable for furniture and 
box-making, but the greater part of the original timber 
was burned owing to there being no means of getting it to 
market. This was a heavy national loss. The sixth sub- 
division contained in this area, consisting of 3,472 acres, 
representing twenty-one conditional purchase lease farms, 
was thrown open for selection on 29th April, 1909, there 
being 400 applicants. Those who selected anticipated that 
a railway would shortly be constructed, and that roads of 
access would be made to the farms; but it was found that 
the reserved roads to the blocks were impossible to use, 
and deviations were made to nearly all the blocks through 
land that had been felled and grassed; and we could not 
get any compensation, not even for fencing. It was two 
years before a road was constructed to my place, and we 
had to cut tracks through the scrub and carry our provi- 
sions 7 miles by pack-horse or generally on our back, there 
being no grass then for a horse. The Act then required 
us to live on our block for ten years, and an inspector 
was sent to see that that was carried out before we had a 
road. Although 10s. per acre was placed on the land in the 
sixth subdivision, owing to the way in which the road has 
been made—it is narrow and without metal—it is next to 


useless growing any crops for market, as the road is 
impassable in very wet weather. We never have a 
drought. Our rainfall reaches over 130 inches per annum. 
The district is now at a standstill. Allowing for scrub, 
usual weeds, logs, and stumps, I consider that only about 
half of this area is profitably used, as we find now that 
the roots and stumps have rotted sufficiently to permit of 
ploughing for growing crops, it is useless producing for 
market, as we cannot get means of transit. Consequently 
only enough stuff is grown for our own immediate use. I 
have seen hundreds of tons of potatoes rot, because it was 
not possible to market them on account of bad roads and 
heavy cost. Dairying: The land is beautifully watered 
and healthy for stock. We can plough after a day’s rain. 
English grasses and paspalum and clovers do remarkably 
well, and I consider that when the land is cleaned up it 
will run from one beast to 2 acres on the best farms to 
one beast to 3 acres on a small portion of the district. The 
following returns have been produced by Mr. C. H. Tur- 
ner (who lives on one of the older settled farms on the 
Dorrigo end of the district, and whose farm is not all 
cleaned up). Under the local Herd-testing Association for 
the past twelve months (considered to be the worst season 
in New South Wales), his herd of Jerseys averaged 
288 lb. of butter without hand-feed; ten cows averaged 
355 lb., and one cow made 448 lb. in nine months. Crops. 
—Maize: Two years ago I saw good crops of maize average 
50 bushels. This year some will go 65 and 70 per acre 
without manure. It has been proved by Government tests 
on Mr. H. Short’s farm at Dorrigo that from 15 to 18 
bushels per acre extra are produced by the use of manures. 
Potatoes thrive to perfection, and are splendid keepers. 
I have grown 7 tons per acre without manure and con- 
sider a fair average would be from 5 to 7 tons. A large 
number of even-shaped potatoes would average 1% lb. each, 
and they keep from one season till the next. I have never 
had a failure with potatoes, and since I have used a plough 
on my block I have never had to buy potatoes for table 
use. Swede turnips do well and produce very heavy crops. 
Some specimens grown by me have reached 32 lb. weight, 
but a large number would weigh from 8 to 10 lb. They are 
crisp and stringless, and when not required for immediate 
use may be pitted, and they will keep in that condition 
till well into spring. This cannot be done in & warmer 
district. Onions, mangolds, field carrots, Jerusalem arti- 
chokes also produce very heavy crops. The three latter 
and turnips provide excellent winter feed for stock. One 
winter, when there was a scarcity of grass through fires 
and surplus stock, I was enabled to keep my milking cows 
in good condition and get good returns of butter. Pump- 
kins and squashes also do well. Vegetables, such as cab- 
bage, peas, carrots, and turnips, owing to the climatic 
conditions, can be grown, and with transport facilities 
could be placed on the market at a time when they cannot 
be successfully grown on the coast and in the warmer 
districts. Fruit: This district is well adapted for growing 
pears, apples, and plums, and I have never seen better at 
the Sydney Show. Quinces thrive, especially when grown 
near the springs and creeks that abound throughout the 
whole Dorrigo plateau. Even the poorest land in the 
district is admirably adapted to produce the finest of the 
above-named fruits. The fruit that is grown is mainly 
for home consumption. Freight costs and losses: At the 
present time freight costs are prohibitive. If I send a 
ton of potatoes to Dorrigo it costs me £2 and from there to 
Bellingen another £3. That does not include anything 
else but cartage. If you add the cost of the rural wage 
you will see that it is impossible to profitably grow such a 
crop for market. The above price is only a dry weather 
one, as teams cannot haul in wet weather. I have seen 
our cream-carrier this year having to unload his yans 
four times in a quarter of a mile on account of getting 
bogged. Often in very wet weather suppliers have to cart 
their own cream, as the road will not stand the heavy van. 
When you consider that the load would represent over 1 
ton of butter, which is classed second-grade owing to loss 
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in flavour through delay of one or two days on the road, 
you will see that this means a loss to the struggling dairy- 
men of 64d. per lb. or £60 for that day’s load. There is 
neither sand nor clay in the Fernbrook district, conse- 
quently any brick or cement work is very dear. It costs 
4s. per 3-bushel bag of sand in Dorrigo and 6s. freight. 
Bricks are only made near North Dorrigo, consequently 
the freight is very heavy. If this line were constructed 
we could procure building material at a much less cost. 
It costs roughly £11 a ton freight on manures, cement, 
and such like to get from Sydney. Very often, owing to 
delays, rough seas, and bad weather we have been unable 
to procure our seed for winter fodder and grass planting. 
This has meant the loss of a year, and in addition serious 
loss of stock. Building material hardwood costs 10s. per 
100 super. feet to haul from Dorrigo, 10 miles. Route: I 
strongly support the proposal for the immediate construc- 
tion of a railway from Dorrigo to Guyra. The route as 
surveyed through Fenton travels with a rising grade 
through undulating country for the most part to a height 
of about 3,695 feet at the Little Murray River crossing, 
the banks of which are only about 3 feet high. There are 
no engineering difficulties in the way, as the route tra- 
verses the heads of all springs and creeks. All springs, 
&e., have a solid stone bed. There would be no cost in- 
curred for resuming land for the railway, as a width of 3 
chains is reserved through the whole of the subdivision. 
The land, with the exception of a few chains, is all cleared, 
so that the clearing expenses would be nil. With suitable 
stations, the land could be cut up into orchard lots and all 
classes of suitable crops could be grown. Then there is 
the question of the interchange of products. We could 
send products required for the tablelands or the coast and 
vice versa, and be able to compete with other districts, 
and supply them withour crops when they have none. With 
a line constructed we could grow and market our products 
in much quicker time and in better condition. It would 
also enable us to market our surplus stock and allow us to 
eatch the market. As a health and tourist resort I know 
of no equal, and the opening of this line would create 
tremendous possibilities for the tourist. ‘The route tra- 
verses the county boundary in several places, along which 
is a reserved road 14 chains wide. From almost any point 
from here magnificent mountain scenery may be had, also 
unbroken sea views from Coff’s Harbour to Smoky Cape. 
The various “ look-outs” range in height from 3,100 feet 
to 4,600 feet, and are all Crown land. These afford splen- 
did views. To the north are many beautiful waterfalls. 
Having visited Leura and Katoomba [ can say that the 
scenery is far superior here, and that if this line is con- 
structed there will be very heavy tourist traffic. There is 
a great shortage in houses and accommodation at Xmas 
time in Dorrigo. I know of many people from Grafton, 
Coffs Harbour, and other coastal centres who have been 
turned away for that reason. 

1635. Do you find that your holding of 170 acres enables 
you to make a good living?—Yes, with the land I have 
you can make a living on that. 

1636. Is it above the average?—lIt is like the bulk of 


the land in this subdivision; it is the average of the. 


country through Fernbrook. 

1637. It nas been said that the system of dairying in 
much of this country is not as perfect as it might be, 
owing to the fact that many of the holdings are too small 
to enable the dairyman to rear his calves, thus compelling 
him to purchase from outside sources stock which are 
inferior as butter producers; does that apply here?—We 
produce dairy cattle which can hold their own with any 
part of the State. This is a good, healthy climate, and our 
stock are healthier here than they are on the Richmond or 
in the warmer country. 

1638. The price of the land does not prohibit you from 
rearing calves?—We do not rear them here because it does 
not pay to keep them, there being no market. 

1639. Do you rear your own dairy stock?—I breed my 
own, and I fancy the general run of farmers do the same. 
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1640. In that respect you are doing better than some of 
the farmers on the North Coast, and you are improving 
your herd by the process of selection ?—Yes. 

1641. Another advantage you have is that you can grow 
clovers and other forms of fodder which they cannot grow 
on the coast?—Yes. I spent ten years on the Richmond, 
and I consider that my cows give a better butter return 
per head. I attribute that to the climate and to the mixed 
grasses. In most seasons we can grow clovers all the year 
round, and they are one of the best butter-producing fod- 
ders. 

1642. With railway connection with the coast, would 
there be any considerable traffic in fertilisers to increase 
the productivity of the soil?—Yes. Even with maize- 
growing it has been proved that by using phosphates and 
forcing the growth in the early stages the yields can be 
increased by 16 or 18 bushels. 
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Melville George Willis, dairy farmer, Deervale, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1643. Mr. Travers.] What is the area of your property ? 
—207 acres. 

1644. How long have you been in the district ?—Just on 
fifteen years. J have been dairying eleven years. 

1645. What evidence do you wish to submit to the 
Committee?—Mainly in regard to the rainfall of the 
district. The official rain records have been kept at Deer- 
vale since 1912. I have had charge of them since 1916. 
There are two incomplete years. For the complete years 
the average rainfall is 7,171 points. We have had as high 
as 11,335 points in 1914, 11,291 in 1921, and down as low 
as 2,581 in 1915. Even with only 25 inches we had 
a superabundance of grass, sufficient to cause a fire to 
spread all over the district, which destroyed twenty-three 
homesteads. One great advantage of our large rainfall is 
that the bulk of it falls when it is most wanted in the 
spring, summer, and autumn. Our winters, generally 
speaking, are on the dry side. We have a splendid climate, 
the best of soils, and no dread of droughts or floods. This 
is ideal country for dairying or mixed farming. In addi- 
tion to the native grasses, all the artificial grasses thrive 
and do exceedingly well. For dairying alone this district 
cannot be beaten anywhere in this country. As showing 
the fertility of the soil, as much as 674 bushels of corn 
to the acre have been obtained from the open paddock, 
6 to 7 tons of potatoes, and 25 tons of artichokes to the 
acre. The last-named are a splendid pig feed. These 
results were obtained without manure. As many as nine 
crops have been grown in one piece of ground, the last 
crop turning out as good as any, and this was without 
manure. There are thousands of acres of country here of 
the same class. Our dairy cows produce 37 lb. of butter 
per cow per month, or an average of 32 lb. per cow per 
month for six months. That was the return for this 
season—November to 30th April. This result was obtained 
off grass alone. 

1646. You are suporting the line from Dorrigo to Guyra? 
—Yes, and I also support a further extension to Inverell, 
on the grounds that it would develop the country and 
bring about a considerable interchange of products. 

1647. Will the Glenreagh line when completed put you 
in a better position than you are at present ’—It will to an 
extent, but we shall still have to cart our produce 14 miles 
over a bad road. 

1648. But, generally speaking, it will serve the district? 
—Within a certain radius. 

1649. What further advantage do you expect to derive 
from the proposed line?—It will help to develop the coun- 
try and give us the choice of another market in the west. 


Samuel Thomas Walker, dairy farmer, Cranbrook, Dorrigo, 
sworn, and examined :— 

1650. Mr. Mahony.] Where is your farm situated?—4 

miles east of Deervale. 

1651. What is the area?—250 acres. 


, 82 


Witnesses_-§. T. Walker, J. R. Meldrum, and H, Perkins, 19 June, 1923. 


1652. Have you a statement to submit to the Committee? 
“Yes. I am the maize experimentalist for the Deervale 
district. J have grown maize under Government super- 
‘vision up to 72 bushels to the acre. The plots on which 
these tests were made comprise what is known as light 
soil, and is classed as inferior soil. If the experiments 
had been on chocolate or brown soils the yields would have 
-been greater. The market under present conditions is only 
limited; in fact, is only local. If we had means of trans- 
port large areas in the district could be put down to this 
crop. To land artificial manures here the cartage alone 
costs about £9 a ton. The same applies to produce when 
grown. The high freights and bad roads prevent the 
settlers from growing bulky or heayy produce. We are 
eompelled to put our produce into a concentrated form, 
such as eream and pork. I have been compelled, owing to 
the lack of transport, to limit my production of agricul- 
tural produce. I go in for dairying principally. I con- 
sider the district has a great future before it, providing 
we can market our produce, such as maize, potatoes, and 
fruit. I have grown potatoes and obtained good yields per 
acre, but at times have been compelled to feed them to the 
pigs. J*ruits such as apples, peaches, and pears do well 
in this district. I have had them rot under the trees for 
want of a market. If the railway connection were made 
we would have an unlimited market both on the coast and 
on the west. I am satisfied with the district; we have the 
soil, the rainfall, and the climate for high production. 
What we require is a market or means of transport to a 
market. If this railway is extended on to Guyra and 
eventually to Inverell, I am certain the yields I have 
obtained in maize, potatoes, fruit, and dairy preducts would 
‘also be obtained from the country between Deervale and 
Ebor; but I consider that this tract of country cannot be 
developed without railway transport. 

1653. Is your country typical of the country in the 
district ?—It varies; there are several kinds of soil on it. 

1654. In the event of the construction of the proposed 
line, would you devote more of your land to agriculture ?— 
Certainly. 

1655. Do you support the further extension which has 
been suggested, from Guyra to Inverell ?—Yes. 

1656. You support the two lines because they will give 
you a market in the west and also along the coast ?—Yes. 


John Raven, grazier and stock buyer, Meldrum, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1657. Mr. Burke.| What evidence do you wish to put 
before the Committee’—I support the evidence given by 
Mr, Beaumont. I also wish to submit to the Committee 
: information to show that when settlement extends beyond 
15 miles from the town larger holdings will become neces- 
sary. In this district there were more people ten years 
ago. Many have left in the meantime. That does not 
mean that holdings have been abandoned, but the holders 
have left their places untenanted for the time being or 
haye leased them for grazing. I have a holding adjoining 
the Deervale village reservation, about a mile from the 
_ town. Many of the holdings in that vicinity have been 


vacated on account of the lack of transit facilities. People. 


discovered that it was unprofitable to work their farms. 
- They still hold on to them, and as soon ag facilities are 
given they will enter into occupation again. I have grown 
produce, and have had to leave it because it was impossible 
to, dispose of it profitably. After sending to Bellingen and 
other places, I was faced with a loss of £1 per ton. I am 
satisfied that the country between Deervale and Guyra is in 
_ every respect good. It is excellent potato-growing country. 
Last year we imported into this State some 70,000 tons of 
potatoes from Tasmania. That has been going on for 
twenty years, and is a serious economic loss, especially 
when it is considered that between here and Guyra three 
times that quantity could be grown without difficulty. 
The country is also capable of producing apples, prunes, 
and plums equal to those grown anywhere in Australia, 
but it is useless to grow them when it is unprofitable to 


market the produce. A probable source of revenue for the 
proposed line will be the lime deposits on the Manning. 
Given a railway, thousands of tons of lime would be used 


as top-dressing in this country, that being the cheapest form — 


of manure. Those deposits are a few miles this side 
of Taree, at a place known as the Devil’s Elbow. I should 
gay that with railway communication lime from that source 
would be used as far west as the wheat fields of Inverell. 
Again, as a health resort this plateau would be the Ka- 
toomba of the Northern Rivers, and it would be a boon 
in accouchment cases. I have travelled the country from 
Deervale to Guyra, and I have come to the conclusion that 
right through it is eminently suitable for closer settlement, 
and would carry a fairly large population. But it cannot 
be developed without transport facilities. 

1658. What is the area of your holding ¢—872 acres. 

1659. In what way are you utilising it?—A small portion 
is leased for potato-growing. We have been using it chiefly 
for grazing and as a stock depot. 

1660. Where do the potatoes go?—To Bellingen and 
Coff’s Harbour. In previous years we have sent to Grafton, 
but the cartage is too much. 

1661. Have you sent any to Sydney?—No. After they 
have been knocked about and bruised on the drays, and 
then are dumped into the ships’ hold, they are not very 
profitable. 

1662. When the line from Glenreagh is completed, and 
the proposed line is built, where do you expect to find your 
markets?’—Both ways. Our potatoes will keep in the 
ground till after the river or warmer district crops are 
exhausted. 

1663. Do you think you could successfully compete with 
Guyra and Ebor for the western trade?—I think part of 


our produce would go in that direction. It would depend — 


on the demand. 

- 1664. What does it cost to send a ton of potatoes from 
Guyra to Sydney ?—Some years ago it was in the region 
of 15s. per ton; I do not know what it is now. Dairy pro- 
duce going from Dorrigo to Armidale costs as much as 
£12 per ton by motor lorry. 

1665. Without any connection with Inverell, would the 
proposed line from Dorrigo to Guyra be of any benefit ?— 
Yes, but we should derive a greater benefit if the line went 
on to Inverell. 

1666. You support the evidence which has already been 
given?’—Yes. I might add that as an apple-growing dis- 
trict this compares favourably with Tasmania, and Tas- 
mania derives great benefit from her trade with this State. 
There is no reason why in time cold storage should not be 
made available at Grafton or Coff’s Harbour, by which 
means avenues of trade not now thought of would be 
opened up. 


Tarry Perkins, grazier, Meldrum, sworn, and examined :— 

1667. Mr. Cameron.] What is the area of your holding? 
—831 acres. 

1668. Have you a_ statement?—Yes. I know the 
country between Dorrigo and Ebor on the proposed rail- 
way line as at present surveyed. It is all rich red 
chocolate soil of basaltic formation, 
suitable for closer settlement. Dairying and potato-grow- 
ing would be the principal pursuits. Later I think fat- 
jamb raising is likely. The end from Deervale to Dorrigo 
is already closely settled, but production is retarded for 


and eminently’ 


want of transport facilities. Dairying is the only way of — 


making a living at present, as it is too costly to transport 
potatoes under present conditions. With a railway root 
crops would be extensively grown right from Dorrigo to 
Ebor, especially potatoes. From 100 to 250 acres would 
be a living area, and possibly less with good market facili- 
ties. JI consider the present survey runs through the 
richest part of the Dorrigo-Guy Fawkes plateau. The 
land from Deervale is mostly under offer for closer settle- 
ment to within about 5 miles of Ebor, and I believe the 
whole of Guy-Fawkes will become available for that pur- 
pose once the railway is passed. With a railway all Guy 
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Fawkes and adjoining districts would carry a large popula- 
tion, and would become a valuable asset to the State from 
a potato-growing point of view alone. At the present time 
many small holdings are unoccupied, as they are profitless 
for want of cheap transport facilities. J consider the 
present survey is the best available for grade, cheapness of 
construction, and the shortest and most direct route. I do 
not know of any deviation that could be made to advantage. 
The present grade is easy, exceptionally so for mountainous 
country from the Little Murray to Ebor, and there are no 
streams of any width or engineering difficulties as far as I 
know. I consider that this line should be continued to 
Inverell to make it a payable proposition, and for it to 
become of national importance. To construct it only to 
Guyra would not be to the best interests of the State, nor 
would it allow of interchange of products from the hinter- 
land to the coast; nor would it allow of transport of starv- 
ing stock from the North-western plains in times of 
drought; and it is absolutely necessary from this view-point 
alone, as frequently the coast is enjoying a good season 
when drought prevails out west. Guy Fawkes and Dorrigo 
are free from droughts, and a line to connect at Inverell 
with the North-western plains is urgently required. To 
allow Guyra and Inverell to remain without railway con- 
nection would be fatal to the interests of the coast, table- 
lands, and the North-western districts, as well as prevent- 
ing the line from becoming as payable as possible. I know 
the New England district fairly well from Tenterfield to 
Walcha, and have crossed the New England range at many 
points. At all places where I have crossed the range 
it is steep and precipitous, and presents grave engineer- 
ing difficulties for railway construction, and consider- 
ing that this railway is practically constructed to 
Dorrigo, I think it would be waste of public money 
to again negotiate the range until this line is com- 
pleted to Inverell. I also consider that this line passes 
through the richest part of New England, and that 
throughout its whole length the country could be closely 
settled. I know the country between the Sandilands Range 
and Tenterfield. The country about Tabulam is fit for 
closer settlement, but not so good as Dorrigo and Guy 
Fawkes. The country west of Tabulam to within a few 
miles of Tenterfield is poor in quality, steep and precipi- 
tous, and is unfit for closer settlement. Deervale and Guy 
Fawkes is a plain compared to the country about Drake. [I 
consider that from a common-sense viewpoint for the con- 
nection of the coast with the tableland the Guyra-Dorrigo 
line stands alone now that the most difficult part of the 
range has been negotiated, and only about 80 miles to 
construct to make the connection complete. The Deervale 
route, from a strategic point of view, offers remarkable 
features. It is- bounded on the south for several miles by 
inaccessible cliffs, which no enemy (who might at some 
time get possession of the coast) could scale or get round, 
and at Deervale, on the north, the Deervale River descends 
into a steep gorge, which no wheel traffic can cross for 
several miles. Between the two points is about 2 miles, and 
it will thus be seen that this particular point could be held 
by a small body of troops almost as easily as a bridge-head, 
as the inaccessible country north and south would protect 
both flanks. I do not think this should be lost sight of, as 
an enemy’s first act of invasion would be to get possession 


of our railway lines. As regards the Tyringham deviation, - 


it must be remembered that with a railway via Deervale 
settlers would be brought at least 50 miles nearer to their 
western market for timber, which is their natural and best 
market. But by deviating the line through Tyringham the 
Deervale district would be deprived of a necessary line. 
Further, the Tyringham deviation would be longer, and 
much more difficult and costly to construct. I think that 
Tyringham could be more cheaply and as efficiently served 
by a short line from between Meldrum and Ebor. It 
matters little to me which route is taken, as either route 
would bring me within easy distance of the line. I have 
heard it put forward that good roads would efficiently serve 
the Guy Fawkes district. I do not think that good roads 


Witnesses—H. Perkins and fF. A. Greenhalgh, 19 June, 1923, 


cheaper than a railway could be made to stand heavy 
traffic. The richness of the soil makes good roads very 
costly, and with the heavy rainfall of the district heavy 
traffic will cut through any road I have seen made. Even 
were good roads made, their maintenance would requiré 
very heavy expenditure for all time. I do not think good 
roads could possibly take the place of a railway, and in the 
long run I doubt if they would be cheaper or as cheap. 
With railway facilities to the Western plains and to the 
coast this district is destined to become a great summer 
and tourist resort. There are many beautiful waterfalls 
and grand mountain scenes which are at present little 
known. Were a good motor road made along the edge of 
the cliffs overlooking the Never Never, I can honestly say 
it would be one of the finest drives in Australia, and I 
doubt if any part of the world could show its equal for 
mountain scenery. It is unrivalled as far as my experience 
goes. If well known and properly advertised the Dorrigo 
and Guy Fawkes districts would attract a considerable 
tourist traffic. I know the Inverell, the Glen Innes, and 
the Bundarra districts from end to end. The settlers 
between Glen Innes and Inverell are already fairly well 
served by a line to each of these places. There would only 
be the settlers about King’s Plains, who are now 20 miles 
from a railway, who would be much benefited by a line 
from Glen Innes to Inverell; and if the lne was con- 
structed via that route Ben Lomond and the Waterloo 
range would have to be crossed to get to Inverell from 
Guyra. A line to Inverell from Guyra via Tingha would 
be more direct, and would serve country and settlement 
which now have no near railway facilities, especially in the 
direction of Bundarra. That country is good grazing 
country, and contains patches fit for cultivation. I con- 
sider that 1,280 acres of country in the Bundarra district 
is a living area, and a good living at present wool prices. 
Bundarra, by this line, would be brought about 15 miles 
nearer to a railway than at present. Were the Inverell- 
Guyra line constructed via Tingha there would be a very 
considerable amount of wool sent by this route which at 
the present time goes to Uralla, as from there it is a much 
shorter railway journey than via Inverell and Moree to 
Sydney.” 

1669. Do you agree generally with the evidence of the 
previous witnesses ‘—Y es. 


Francis Albert Greenhalgh, dairy farmer and grazier, 
Meldrum, sworn, and examined :— 


1670. Chairman.] What is the area of your holding ¢— 
785 acres. 

1671. What are you doing with it at present?—I have a 
small dairy and run cattle. 

1672. Having heard the evidence given by previous wit- 
nesses do you generally endorse it?—Yes. 

1673. What do you think this country, when improved, 
is capable of carrying in the way of cattle?—If properly 
improved a beast to the acre. 

1674. Would that include dairy stock as well as ordi- 
nary stock?—I think it would. Of course I assume that 
the ground would be cultivated, ploughed, and sown with 
artificial grasses which grow very well here. 

1675. It has been stated in evidence that the greater 
portion of the district is suitable for small holdings of 
from 50 to 150 acres for dairy-farming; would you endorse 
that ?—I think it is a bit on the low side myself. 

1676. What would be a reasonable holding to give a man 
to enable him to make a fair living with the prospect of 
getting into comfortable cireumstances?—I have not had 
much to do with the scrub land, but on the open country 
you would want from 200 to 300 acres. That is with a 
railway to back you up of course. 

1677. Are you suffering any disabilities at present owing 
to the want of a railway ?—Undoubtedly. 


1678. How far are you from Dorrigo ?—21 miles. 

1679. Then the completion of the line from Glenreagh 
would not improve your position very much?—Not a great 
deal. I have had thousands of dozens of apples rotting 
under the trees. For years I have grown potatoes and 
never dug them. I have fat pigs in the sty, but they are 
not worth sending to Dorrigo. 

1680. Do you agree with previous witnesses that 6 tons 
of potatoes to the acre would be the average return ?— 
Yes. This country will grow potatoes to perfection. 
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1681. Do you think that the country between Deervale 
and Dorrigo is as good for that form of production as the 
Ebor country ?—I think it is. 

1682. What are your reasons for supporting the pro- 
posed line and the connection with Inverell; are they 
generally an endorsement of the reasons given by previous 
witnesses ?—Yes. Mention has been made of the fact that 
blocks have been abandoned. There are five blocks adjoin- 
ing me which have been abandoned during the last seven 
years, all for want of a railway. The men still hold them, 
but they are not working them. 


WEDNESDAY, 20 JUNE, 1923. 
[The Committee met at the Pier Hotel, Coff’s Harbour. | 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq, 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davip Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


James Cockle, master mariner, Cofit’s Harbour Jetty, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1683. Chairman.] What is your position here¢-—I am 
local manager for the North Coast Steam Navigation 
Company. I have held that position at Coff’s Harbour 
since 1915, and have beeii in full charge of the company’s 
affairs. 

1684. Have you a statement to present’—Yes. The 
trade of the port of Coff’s Harbour has increased greatly 
during the past nine years. During the period whilst 
the seventh and eighth sections of the North Coast rail- 
way were being built, Coff’s Harbour experienced a boom 
in trade, which we knew would not be maintained. With 
the railway completed, trade settled down to normal, but 
is now steadily and permanently growing. The northern 
breakwater has proved a boon to shipping, greatly facili- 
tating berthing conditions. Previous to the construction 
of the wall, it was impossible, even with a moderate sea 
running from the north, for vessels to berth on the north 
side of the jetty. But now with the ghelter of the 
northern breakwater it is just as easy to berth on the 
north side, in the worst ef weather from the north, as 
on the south side of the jetty. The south-easterly and 
easterly seas are the only seas that interfere with the 
working of vessels at the jetty. It is very important to 
note, however, that, despite the severity of the April last 
storms, most of which were from the south-east, this 
port was able to carry on, while other ports and river 
bars along the North Coast, including the Clarence River 
end Byron Bay, were completely unnavigable to any 
vessels. Our boats have not missed a trip this year to 
date. Our worst weather is from the south-east and east, 
but, fortunately, storms from these directions are very 
rare. The prevailing winds are from the scuth, the north 
and north-east, and from the west. When tie northern 
breakwater was first begun, and for a while during its 
extension towards Mutton Bird Island, the sand came in 
round the wall, and geome silting took place in the north- 
west corner of the harbour. This can all be easily dredged 
out. But as the wall was continued towards the island, 
the silting gradually ceased. For a long time now there 
has been no sand coming into the harbour. Except in the 
north-west corner, the soundings are the same to-day 
throughout the harbour as they were twenty years ago. 
The present jetty can accommodate vessels drawing up to 
22 feet on the south side at dead low water. There is 
never Jess than 26 feet at low water at the end of the 
jetty. These depths are increased by 4 or 5 feet at high 
water. When the present breakwaters are completed, the 
port will be perfectly safe to work in all weathers except 
from due east, and it is very rare indeed that we get 


this weather. The two new jetties off the southern head- 
land without any dredging at all will have a depth in 
shore at low water of not less than 25 feet. Oversea 
vessels of 9,000 to 10,000 tons, coming down the coast 
from Brisbane, would be only partly loaded, and would 
not draw more than 23 or 24 feet. As the present im- 
provement scheme provides for dredging at least 98 acres 
of the port to a depth of 30 feet low water, which will 
be 34 to 35 feet high water, the two new jetties, which 
will be in this deepened area, will, with perfect ease, and 
with absolute safety, be able to accommodate these vessels 
of 9,000 to 10,000 tons. And there is nothing to prevent 
the harbour from being still further deepened to accom- 
modate still larger boats. As I have already stated, there 
has been in my time a large increase in both exports and 
imports. The Bellinger River bar, being bad and uncer- 
tain, has diverted much trade to Coff’s Harbour. This 
trade has come to stay, and will increase. Dorrigo trade 
is already coming increasingly through this port, and the 
people up on the plateau are eagerly looking forward to 
the completion of the Glenreagh-Dorrigo railway, when 
they will be able, quickly and cheaply, to send their pro- 
ducts, and receive their goods direct by rail at the ship’s 
side. Over 60,000 boxes of butter have several times in 
a different year been shipped from this port. In 1912 the 
timber shipped over the jetty was about 300,000 super 
feet per month. This year, up to date, we are averaging 
about 300,000 feet per week. At present our butter, 
timber, and other products go only to Newcastle and 
Sydney, there in many instances to be handled again 
and shipped abroad or to other States. When the harbour 
is completed and overseas and Interstate boats call, as 
they quickly will when sufficient freight is offering, this 
second handling and other superfluous charges, which 
so largely reduce the price, that the producer gets for his 
share, will be cut out, greatly to the advantage of the 
farmer and miller, and business people generally in the 


‘north. But it will be useless to construct an oversea port 


here, unless at the same time a railway is built to the 
tablelands and the north-west. If this is done the wool, 
wheat, flour, frozen meat, butter, timber, &¢., which will 
be produced in ever increasing quantities as settlement 
edvances, and facilities are provided, will quite naturally 
come to Coff’s Harbour, to be shipped direct to their 
interstate or oversea destination. I have no hesitation 
in declaring that, with a reasonable expenditure of money, 
Coff’s Harbour can be made into a very good and very 
secure deep-sea port. The harbour is also capable of great 
extension to the northward when the need arises. 


1685. In addition to the breakwater now under con- 
struction, what other works have been authorised for the 
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purpose of better equipping Coff’s Harbour for the trade 
which you anticipate will come here?—When the har- 
bour is completed there will be an eastern breakwater, and 


there will be two jetties under the lee of that wall which 


will accommodate vessels of 600 or 700 feet in length, 
with 30 feet of water at low tide. 

1686. How deep is the sand in those parts of the har- 
bour which are likely to be used?—About 5 feet. 

1687. Will that be the limit of the dredging that can be 
done?—I am afraid they will come to clay after that. 

1688. It has been reported that a certain amount of 
sand has been carried in by the northerly current since 
the northern wall was projected; you say that is diminish- 
ing {—Yes, it is practically nil now. 

1689. Will the completion of the breakwater prevent 
any further silting ?—I think it will. 

1690. You speak of getting deep-sea boats to take away 
the products of the district; in the case of butter would 
it not be necessary that those boats should have re- 
frigerating space’—They would have it. 

1691. What class of boat have you in your mind ¢—The 
second-rate oversea boats coming down the coast from 
Brisbane. 

1692. Can you name any boats of that class which now 
take refrigerated cargo overseas?—The Port line of 
steamers have freezing space right through. 

1693. Why do you anticipate that wool would come in 
this direction ?@—Any produce from the west would natur- 
ally come to this port for overseas shipment instead of 
going to Sydney. 

1694. Are the timber, butter, and other dairy products 
from the Dorrigo shipped at Coff’s Harbour now?—Yes. 

1695. Is the trade from that district an increasing 
quantity #—It is a steady quantity. 

1696. What increase in that trade will follow from 
the completion of the line between Glenreagh and Dor- 
rigo?—I should say there will be a big increase in timber, 
butter, and other products. 

1697. What class of timber is mainly shipped ?—All 
classes, pine and hardwood. 

1698. What proportion does pine bear to the total 
amount ?—50 per cent. 

1699. Mr. Travers.[ What is the size of the vessels 
coming here now?—The largest at present is the Orara, 
which is a little over 1,000 tons, and draws 16 feet of 
water. : 

1700. There are also a number of smaller vessels ?— 
Quite a large number. 

1701. How many trips per annum do those ships make? 
—We have a ship a day in Coff’s. 

1702. What does the inward cargo mostly consist of ? 
—General cargo for the Dorrigo, Bellingen, and as far 
as Glenreagh—coal and materials for the railway. 

1703. Regarding the outward cargo, how far north and 
south of Coff’s Harbour are you drawing it now?’—From 
Glenreagh and the Dorrigo via Raleigh. 

1704. No further north than Glenreagh?—Beyond that 
the trade goes to Grafton at the present time. 

1705. Would Raleigh be the southern boundary ?—Yes, 
that is where they strike the railway from the Dorrigo. 

1706. Is the completion of the North Coast line likely 
to affect the outward cargo coming to the port?—It will 
in some things. 

1707. Take the timber from Dorrigo—do you think it 
will come here rather than go right through by rail?— 
Yes. There are only special quantities which might have 
to be railed to Sydney. Timber intended for export would 
be better shipped by steamer. 

1708. Will the completion of the North Coast line 
stimulate trade or affect it adversely?—It depends on 
how long it takes to complete the harbour. When this 
is a deep-sea port and larger vessels can come it will help 
materially. 


Witness—J. Cockle, 20 June, 1928, 


1709. Do you think that, with the construction of the 
eastern breakwater and the two jetties you have men- 
tioned, Coff’s Harbour will be suitable for vessels of 9,000 
tons ’—Everything is dependent on the completion of those 
works, 

1710. Would there be sufficient trade here to encourage 
vessels of that class to come?—It depends on what railway 
connection we get with the hinterland. 

1711. The encouragement of vessels such as you speak 
of would depend largely on the construction of a line from 
Dorrigo to Guyra?—Yes. 

1712. What class of cargo would those ships take away? 
—I am thinking of export butter principally, and export 
timber. J do not know about wheat and wool; possibly 
they will follow. 

1713. Have you any figures relating to the total ship- 
ment of butter from the port?—The average is 1,000 boxes 
weekly. 

1714. From where does that mostly come?—Dorrigo, 
Bellingen, Coramba, and Raleigh. 

1715. Have you any figures relating to the quantity of 
timber shipped ’?—300,000 superficial feet a week. 

1716. How does that compare with the figures of two 
years ago’—We had a slack time a little while ago owing 
to American competition, but trade is on the increase 
now. 

1717. The more American softwoods are imported the 
more it affects your trade here?—Yes. 

1718. What about hardwoods?—It has a slight effect on 
that, but our hardwoods are always going. 

1719. Is that trade increasing ?—Outwards, at present, 
yes. 

1720. You say you have noticed a change in the con- 
ditions of the port since the breakwater has been ex- 
tended?—A big improvement. Every shipping master 
who comes here is much surprised. 

1721. Do you meet with any delays?’—None this year 
so far. 

1722. When the Works Committee originally recom- 
mended the construction of the breakwater it was esti- 
mated that the acreage which would give 30 feet of water 
was very small ?—Ninety-eight acres, I think. 

1723. Would that be sufficient to manwuvre one of the 
large vessels you spoke of?—It would depend on the 
weather conditions. We have only a small harbour for 
big vessels, J admit that. 

1724. Mr. Doe.] With regard to the outward trade in 
pine, is it not found more profitable to send that timber 
by rail, seeing that it is less liable to to be knocked about 
that when it is shipped?—Certainly in that regard the 
railway has a slight advantage over the shipping. Less 
handling is involved. All the same, I do not think that, 
with the completion of the North Coast line, there is any 
possibility of those light woods going by rail rather than 
by sea. 

1725. Mr. Drummond.] In your opinion the capacity of 
the harbour is limited to vessels of 5,000 tons fully 
loaded; are there many tramp steamers of that dimension 
trading ?—Yes, quite a lot. 

1726. It has been suggested that there is an upward 
tendency in the tonnage of sea-going vessels, and that 
ships such as you speak of will be ruled out—do you 
agree with that?—I agree that the tendency is to in- 
crease the tonnage, because larger vessels can presumably 
be worked cheaper than small ones. Home boats would 
not be much less than 10,000. 

1727. Taking the international ports, would not the 
majority enable vessels of 5,000 tons or over to enter and 
load in safety?’—Very few ports I know of would take a 
10,000-tonner easily. 

1728. Are you of opinion that there is a fair possibility 
of Coff’s Harbour developing into a port of export?—Yes. 
Vessels calling here for butter, wool, or wheat will be in 
light trim when they come from Brisbane. That is what 
{ have in mind. 
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1729. Mr. Burke.] What was the cause of the Americans 
getting hold of the market for softwoods?-—-They could 
jand timber cheaper in Sydney than we could, 

1730. Is not that condition of affairs likely to arise 
again ?—Yes, but I think an import duty might be im- 
posed to remedy that condition. Our trade hag im- 
proved of late. 

1731. In addition to butter and timber, what other pro- 
ducts do you expect to get from Dorrigo?’—Potatoes, for 
one thing. 

1732. Do you expect much in the way of potatoes ?— 
From what I hear there is a lot of good potato country in 
that direction. 

1733. You favour the construction of the line 
Dorrigo to Guyra?—I favour any thing that will increase 
the trade of this port. 

1734. Mr. Mahony.| What is the set of the current on 
this part of the coast ?—Southerly. 

1735. Has there been any silting up in the south- 
west portion of the bay ?—Whilst they have been building 
the northern breakwater a quantity of sand has come in 
and it has stayed here, but the prevailing wind sets to 
the southward, and a south-east sea will take the sand 
out again. 

1736. When the northern breakwater is completed that 
will be guarded against ?—Yes. 

1737. Do you think you could get a deep-sea trade in 
timber !—There would be a big interstate trade, I think. 

1738. Do you expect an oversea trade?—I see no reason 
why oversea boats should not come here and pick up 
special timber. 

1739. Could we compete with timber from Sweden or 
Canada’—The Medic called in at Albany and picked up 
some jarrah timber. 

1740. Do you think the producers to the west could 
make arrangements with tramp steamers to take their 
products away regularly’—When the port is an accom- 
plished fact I expect to see factories established here to 
deal with the produce. There is no reason why there 
should not be cold storage. j 

1741. Do tramp steamers usually enter into that sort of 
trade?’—What I have in mind are steamers similar to the 
smaller boats of the Orient Company. 

1742. Do you think there would be fair cargo offering 
here for such vessels every trip ?—It would entirely depend 
on the output. If the butter industry increases the pro- 
duce could be stored here, and it might be possible to 
arrange for a fortnightly service with a regular line of 
steamers. 

1743. Chairman.| What is your rate on pine to Sydney 
or Newcastle ’—4s. 3d. or 4s. 6d. 

1744. What is it on the railway for similar goods ?’— 
They charge per truck. 

1745. Have you made any observation as to the amount 
of competition by the railway ’—The railway cannot com- 
pete at present, because Raleigh is a dead end. When 
that gap is bridged we may see something in that direc- 
ees 

1746. Mr. Travers.| Have you notieed in recent years 
whether traffic which previously found an outlet at Bel- 
lingen or Nambueca now finds an outlet here?—We get 
trade from the Nambucca; mostly butter, bacon, and 
hides. 


William Arthur Brodie, wharfinger, Navigation Depart- 
ment, Coff’s Harbour Jetty, sworn, and examined :— 


1747. Mr. Burke.] You have a prepared statement to 
submit in regard to the proposed Dorrigo-Guyra railway ¢ 
—Yes. i have been in the employ of the Public Works 
Department and the Navigation Department for twenty- 
four years, For the past thirteen months I have been a 
wharfinger at Coff’s Harbour. Prior to that for three 
years I was wharfinger at Woolgoolga. During the time 
I have been at Coff’s Harbour there have been only two 
occasions, extending together over four days, when it was 


not possible to berth a ship at this port. The steamer 
Dorrigo broke away on one occasion. Despite the 
weather, all steamers have kept to their time-table. Since 
the northern breakwater has been carried on towards 
Mutton Bird Island the north and north-east seas do not 
interfere at all with steamers berthing and working. 
Only winds and seas from the south-east and east now 
affect berthings, and the northern breakwater has acted 
advantageously, even as regards the seas from these quar- 
ters. Steamers entering the port average about one a 
day throughout the year, and they all bring and take away 
full cargoes. The greatest number of vessels entering the 
port in a week is nine. I have seen a vessel discharge 
300 tons of cargo, and load 80,000 feet of timber and 40 
tons of sundries, including butter, in the one day here. 
The steam cranes and other facilities enable this to be 
done. A few weeks ago one vessel loaded 112,000 feet of 
timber in six hours. The cage or basket is used for land- 
ing passengers only when there is a range. Now that 
the northern breakwater is nearing completion the gang- 
way is nearly always able to be used. I consider that if 
the inward and outward freight were increased 50 per 
cent. we could easily handle it with our present ap- 
pliances, If more freight were offering more boats would 
eall. JI know intimately nearly every harbour and river 
mouth along the coast of New South Wales, particularly 
north of Sydney, and in my opinion Coff’s Harbour is the 
port on the North Coast that can with the least expendi- 
ture of money and in the shortest space of time be con- 
structed to accommodate quite safely vessels from over- 
sea countries up to 10,000 tons. The following statistics 
relate to the trade of the port during the year ended 31st 
May, 1923 :— 

Steamers berthed, 329; total tonnage, gross, 214,596. 

Haports—Timber, 10,746,997 sup. ft. ; butter, 53, 190 boxes ; pigs, 
4,629; cattle, 119 head ; ; sundries, 552 tons. 

Importe—General cargo, 17,705 tons ; coal, 2,133 tons; steel rails, 
495 tons. 

The revenue return for the year ending 30th April, 1922, was 
£3,739 15s. 8d., and for the year ending 30th April, 1923, 
£4,115 3s. Od., or an increase of £3875 7s. 4d. 

1748. You say there were only two days on which ves- 
sels could not enter the port Yes, there were really four 
days of bad weather. 

1749. Do you agree that it-is not possible to bring in 
ships during bad southerly or south-easterly ‘weather (— 
Yes, but sometimes, while it may be blowing hard and 
there 4 is a big sea outside, it is still possible for a vessel to 
come in and berth; but seeing the sea outside they will 
not enter. 

1750. You say there has been a big increase in trade %— 
Yes, during the last twelve months, 

1751. What were the export figures for the previous 
twelve months?—The figures for the year 1922 were:— 
Timber, 9,128,742 super. feet; butter, 69,740 boxes; pigs, 
1,856; cattle, 354; sundries, 670 tons. Those were the 
exports. The imports were: General cargo, 13 720 tons; 
coal, 2,699 tons. 

1752. From that comparison there appears to have been 
a decrease in the export of butter, cattle, and sundries— 
how do you account for that?—The decrease in butter is 
due to the season; it has been a very bad season in this 
district. 

1753. Taking the imports there has been a considerable 
increase in general cargo and a falling off in the quantity 
of coal?—yYes. 

1754. Is it your opinion that Coff’s Harbour will de- 
velop into a big trading port?—It entirely depends on the 
extent of production in the back country. ; 

1755. Mr. Hahony.] What is the average tonnage of the 
vessels coming here ?’—About 600 tons. 

1756. What is the range of the sea in the harbour?— 
Very often there is no range at all, 

1757. Mr. Travers.] Wihat would be the dead weight of 
a 600 tons vessel ?—360 tons. 

1758. Chairman.] Who collects the harbour dues ¢-—They 
oe collected at the head office. I collect the tonnage dues 
only. 


1759. Mr. Drummond.| Wher the breakwaters are com- 
pleted will the difficulty of the range be oyereome?—The 
breakwater to the north has already overcome it in a 
measure, but in southerly weather it is still necessary to 
use baskets for safety when landing passengers. 


Joseph Henry Langker, clerk, Coff’s Harbour Jetty, 

sworn, and examined :— 

1760. Mr. Cameron.] You are president. of the local 
Chamber of Commerce?—Yes. I have held that position 
for the past three years. For the last =o years I have 
resided in Qoff’s Harbour, and for eight ye:.rs, until last 
year, | was engaged as buying agent in the district for 
J. ©. Hutton Proprietary, Limited, Sydney, pigs being 
the chief line dealt with. For the past twelve monthg I 
have been in the employ of the North Coast Steam Navi- 
gation Company, Limited. 

1761. Have you a statement to present to the Commit- 
tee’—Yes. There has been a big trade in pigs at this 
port. Since I came to Coff’s Harbour two bacon factories 
have started operations—one at Bellingen and one at 
Dorrigo. There are also several proprietary companies 
buying in the district, and about 5,000 pigs are shipped 
away annually. A similar number are treated every year 
at the two factories. I confidently anticipate that if the 
proposed line is constructed large numbers of pigs will 
be fattened on the Dorrigo plateaux and the northern 
tablelands and down the western slopes, and that this port 
will handle a big proportion of the trade. Distance from 
matfkets and factories is the great stumbling-block to the 

-development of the pig-raising industry at the present 
time. My business, as an agent for J. OC. Hutton Pro- 
prietary Company, Limited, brought me into close contact 
with the shiping of this port, as I was sending away stock 
practically by every steamer. Since being engaged with 
the North Coast Company I have been handling inward 
and outward cargo all my time. With the continual ad- 
vance of the northern brekwater, toward Mutton Bird 
Island, I have noticed that the seas from the north have 
had a less disturbing effect upon steamers working at the 
present jetty; also that the heavy seas from the south- 
east and east do not now seem to hinder shipping to the 
same extent as hefore the northern wall was constructed. 
It is only now on extremely rare occasions that steamers 
are unable to work at the jetty. When the eastern break- 
water is completed the only seas that will effect this port 
will be those from due east; and although the gales from 
this direction are very severe it is only very rarely that 
we get them at Coff’s Harbour. I consider that when both 
breakwaters are completed and the harbour is dredged to 
30 feet, as has already been decided upon, large steamers 
suitable for oversea trade will have no difficulty in enter- 
ing and leaving the port. The ground being excavated 

-and re-claimed on the southern headland and towards the 

mainland is an ideal location for all classes of stores, 
wheat silos, &e., and any other activities appertaining to 
shipping. Freight trains would run right through the 
great sheds, as elsewhere, and load and unload under 
cover, practicaliy at the ship’s sides. The main exports 
from this port, in years to come, with the Dorrigo-Guyra- 

Inverell railway completed, and the harbour made capable 
of accommodating deep-sea boats, will be wheat, flour, cot- 
ton (which has a great future on the North Coast), frozen 
meat and rabbits, hides, skins, tallow, fruits, timber, and 
butter, ., t 

1762, When acting as buyer for J. O. Hutton Proprie- 
tary how far inland did you go to make your purchases? 
—As far as the northern tableland. Distance wes no ob- 
ject. Wherever the pigs are we will go for them provided 
there are facilities for getting them away. 

1763. From how far west did you bring pigs for ship- 
nient at Coff’s. Harbour?—A few miles on the other side 
of Dorrigo. There are inquiries, but the facilities are not 
there for bringing pigs a greater distance, 
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1764. If the proposed railway from Dorrigo to Guyra is 
built, do you think the firm would build a factory ?—I do 
not think so, Other co-operative concerns might. 

1765. Would it not be reasonable to suppose that, with 
the development of the dairy industry on the country 
beyond Dorrigo, the trade in pigs would increase enor- 
mously /—Yes, because the country is suited for it. 

1766. Generally speaking, the demand for bacon is stable, 
and though the price fluctuates it is not to any great 
extent’—The price fluctuates, but the stuff is always 
saleable. 

1767. Is there any great export trade of bacon from 
Sydney ‘—Yes, there is a great eastern trade. 

1768. There is room for tremendous expansion in the 
business ’—Yes. 

1769. As president of the Chamber of Commerce, do 
you find that trade generally is increasing !—I should say 
it 1s. 

1770. Will the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo, when 
completed, make a considerable difference to the trade of 
this port?—I should say it would. Practically all the 
general cargo for points up to the Dorrigo will be landed 
here, and all the products of the Dorrigo will come this 
way. . 

1771. Practically the produce from the whole of the area 
to be served will come this way?—That is what we anti- 
cipate. 

1772. A considerable proportion of the trade from be- 
yond Dorrigo would also come this way—is that your 
opinion?’—Yes. At present it hardly pays to bring potatoes 
to Raleigh, but with a train to Dorrigo and only a few 
miles of cartage it would pay to send them. 

1773. The reason Tasmanian potatoes come into this 
market is that there is not sufficient local production #—~ 
Yes. 

1774. If the price is too low they cease to come here ?— 
Yes. I think we could sell our own produce at a lower 
price and make a profit. 

1775. With the development of the potato country, and 
with means of aceess to the coast, it should be possible to 
shut out Tasmanian potatoes and still make a reasonable 
profit?—I think so. 

1776. Has bacon at any time fallen to such a price that 
it has been unprofitable to produce?—No, and [ have been 
for nearly ten years with the firm. Pigs are generally 
fed on the surplus produce of the farms. 

1777, Mr. Burke.| What is the freight on potatoes by 
boat to Sydney ¢—About 22s. @d. per ton. 

1778. Mr. Doe.] How many sheep are brought annually 
to Coff’s Harbour ?—About 2,000 a year are landed here. 
That includes those intended for Dorrigo and Glenreagh. 

1779. Is it reasonable to suppose that with railway con- 
nection beyond Guyra to Inverell sheep. would come from 
that, vicinity /—Yes, they would be landed in better con- 
dition and more phaapls. 

1780. With the completion of the proposed line, do you 
think trade for Ooff’s Harbour would be influenced very 
far beyond Dorrigo{—lI should say as far as the Northern 
Tableland. Produce would be sent this way for shipment 
in preference to sending it by train to Sydney or 
Brisbane. 

1781. It would involve less handling?’—Yes. There is 
no reason why produce intended for overseas should go 
to Sydney at all. 

1782. You. might get butter and bacon for shipment, 
but there would not be much timber or potatoes?’—If the 
line connected .with the tableland, then with the com- 
pletion of the breakwater here, the wheat they produce 
in those districts would come this way for shipment 
overseas, I maintain, 

1783. The Railway Commissioner’s estimate of revenue 
for the proposed line is £13,000 per annum, or half the 
cost of working expenses. Do you think that is a reason- 
able estimate?—Personally I think it is on the low side. 
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1784. It is further estimated that, taking the interest 
charge into account, the annual loss on the proposed line 
will be nearly £100,000 per annum; from your knowledge 
of the district do you think there is any hope of reducing 
that loss to something within reasonable limits?—I do 
not think one train per day would be sufficient for the 
quantity of goods coming this way for shipment overseas. 

1785. Mr. Drummond.] Do you think there would be 
much wheat moving in this direction?—I see no reason 
why wheat should not be shipped from here as well as 
Sydney. 

1786. Exclusive of wheat required for local consump- 
tion, you think there would be an export trade?—I think 
80. 
1787. With regard to the class of vessels likely to come 
to Coff’s Harbour, we are told that a ship of 5,000 tons 
is the largest that could be accommodated with full load- 
ing?—I do not consider that 5,000 is the hmit. The pre- 
sent trend in ship-building is to construct vessels of 
greater capacity, but with proportionately less draft. A 
Norweigan vessel recently left Sydney. She was 11,000 
tons, drawing 24 feet of water. 

1788. What are the possibilities of trade in regard to 
wool?—I do not think there is much possibility of any 
trade here. That would go to Sydney. At the same time 
I see no reason why wool should not be brought here to 
be shipped by steamer to Sydney in order to save the 
train freight. 


Patrick Joseph MacNamara, auctioneer, stock and land 
agent, Coff’s Harbour, sworn, and examined :— 


1789. Mr. Travers.] You have a statement to present to 
the Committee?—Yes. I have been a resident of Coff’s 
Harbour for over seventeen years, and have given evi- 
dence before previous Public Works Committees and the 
Royal Commission on Decentralisation. I have been 
pretty well all over the country it is proposed to connect 
from Coff’s Harbour to Guyra; I have been to Inverell 
via South Grafton and Glen Innes, ‘to Warialda, thence 
to Boggabilla to which this Committee has reeommended 
a line of railway; also on to Moree through Garah to 
Mungindi. Coffs Harbour is mid-way between Sydney 
and Brisbane, and, being 178 nautical miles from New- 
castle and 134 miles from Point Danger, is within 28 
miles of the absolute centre of the northern half. It is 
situated 236 miles from Sydney. It has, within 40 miles 
south, the rich and rapidly developing territories of the 
Bellinger and Nambucca Rivers, the bars of which are 
very bad and practically incapable of improvement. 
Therefore with railway connection Coff’s Harbour in the 
future must be looked upon as the natural outlet of these 
territories. It has behind it the fertile Orara and Dorrigo 
country, the latter portion being only in its infancy. It 
is within 70 miles north and south, respectively, of the 
large and growing districts of Grafton and Kempsey, 
with their not-too-reliable sea outlets. Further back it 
has an enormous inland territory comprising the Guy 
Fawkes, -Guyra, Inverell, and Moree districts to the 
Queensland border, which is already tapped by rail at 
Mungindi and will be tapped again at Boggabilla. So 
far the Government, on the recommendation of the Public 
Works Committee and by Act of Parliament, has 
authorised the expenditure of £195,000 for harbour im- 
provements, which will give at low water an area of 226 
acres, of which 98 acres will have a depth of 30 feet at 
low tide. At present there is only one jetty. It is 1,640 
feet long, equipped with rail sand locomotive (which 
hauls the goods out) and two cranes. The proposed im- 
provements provide for two new jetties, each 1,310 feet 
long by 80 feet wide, and 400 feet apart under the lee of 
the eastern breakwater. These will enable traffic to be 
carried on in smooth water at practically all times. 
These jetties will have a deck level 14 feet above low 


water, and the trucks of goods will be conveyed by rail 
direct to the side of the ship. As the trade of the port 
expands additional jetties can be erected, as there is 
room for a dozen more like those described above. The 
depth of water at these jetties will be 30 feet at low tide, 
and at this depth four vessels can be worked at each of 
them. Six additional jetties could be erected. With the 
exception of the entrance, which will be 1,000 feet wide, 
the harbour will be completely land-locked. The depth 
of water at the end of the eastern breakwater, which is 
1,200 feet long, will be 37 feet to low-water mark. The 
height of the breakwater will be 21 feet above the same 
low-water mark, and the width on top will be 15 feet. It 
is not proposed to use any etone of. less weight than 4 tons 
in the construction of this wall, and the larger stones 
obtained up to 30 tons will be used in this breakwater. 
The northern breakwater, which will be finished this year, 
will connect Mutton Bird Island (which has an area of 
40 acres), with the mainland at a point about 350 feet 
north of the existing jetty. Its length will be 3,200 feet; 
the height above low water will be 19 feet and the width 
on top 15 feet. Should it ever be necessary to make a 
larger harbour to the north this breakwater could be 
utilised by making it the southern boundary of the new 
harbour. Some critics allege that the harbour will be too 
small to accommodate the shipping that, with the opening 
of the back country, would come to a port in such a 
central position as Coff’s Harbour. If this were so, the 
whole area of the port could be deepened at a very small 
cost to 30 or even 40 feet, as the bottom is composed of 
sand. With modern cargo vessels security and depth 
of water are of far more importance than size. For in- 
stance, at Circular Quay, Sydney, there are sometimes to 
be seen 70,000 or 80,000 tons of shipping berthed. For 
the money involved no proposition in Australa gives 
such a return. For £1,500,000 Brisbane is only to get a 
large basin at Hamilton, and the whole length of the 
iiver dredged to 30 feet within ten years. Over £2,000,000 
has already been spent at Newcastle for a depth of 26 
feet. At Clarence Heads half a million has been spent 
for a depth of about 16 feet at high tide, and this can 
only be kept open by dredging at a big expense. The 
estimate to accommodate four vessels at Adelaide by a 
depth of 40 feet amounts to £1,250,000. At Melbourne, 
when the present work is completed at an enormous cost, 
vessels drawing 33 to 35 feet will be able to enter. I 
have not the slightest hesitation in saying that for the 
sum of £25,000 an additional depth of 40 feet could be 
obtained here over an area of 200 acres of water at high 
tide or 35 feet at low tide. When we remember that 
the depth of water before the war in the Suez Canal was 
29 feet, with a proposed increase of a foot a year until 
it reached 33 feet, we can easily see what we have here 
in the way of a harbour proposition. I think it may be 
claimed that I have now shown what a great natural posi- 
tion Coff’s Harbour occupies, and how centrally it is 
situated; that when the present works are completed and 
the North Coast railway finished there will be ample 
accommodation here to deal with trade north as far as 
Grafton and further north, and south as far as Bellinger 
and with Nambucca Heads. The line from Glenreagh 
to Dorrigo is partly constructed, and the work is being 
earried on. There, then, only remains the continuation 
of the line to Guyra, and thence to Inverell. Sooner or 
later this will have to be made. On the Dorrigo and 
contiguous forests it is estimated that the timber wealth 
is valued at 10 to 12 millions. Some put it as high 
as 20 millions. Last year from Coff’s Harbour 10,500,000 
feet of timber was exported; a record for the year as far 
as any port on the coast was concerned, three years ago 
13,000,000 feet was exported. When the railways are 
finished large meat works will be established here. ‘The 
completion of the harbour works here and of the railways 
will see the gradual silting up of the Bellinger and 
Nambucca bars and the traffic of these places transferred 
to Coffs Harbour. In the past the great harvest of the 


sea has remained ungarnered, and the splendid fishing 
grounds from 7 to 9 miles out have to be left untouched 


owing to the lack of accommodation for fishing boats here, 


still recently 4,000 schnapper were sent to Sydney in one 
week. The fact that the Queensland express will run 
through Coff’s Harbour, that 80,000 tons of coal will be 
stored here, and that railway refreshment rooms will be 
established, gives an indication of the importance attached 
to the place by the Railway Commissioners. The fact 
that 353 steamers, with a tonnage of over 300,000 tons, 
called during the past year is an indication of its future 
prospects. On all grounds therefore geographical and 
economical Coff’s Harbour has a pre-eminent claim to 
special attention being directed by the Committee to its 
advantages, as it claims that it should be the port for 
any decentralisation railway from the back country to 
the coast. Compared with Byron Bay, it excells it as 
regards safety for accommodation for steamers and for 
depth of water. Even if the new jetty is recommended 
and built, it will still be an open roadstead, and the fact 
that it has a rocky bottom makes the construction of an 
oversea harbour practically prohibitive. It would cost 
a couple of millions. Then the proposed railways from 
Grafton up the Clarence Valley to Killarney, the pro- 
posed line from Casino to Warwick, and the line from 
Kyogle to Beaudesert, these would take away so much 
_ trafic from it that it would be economically unsound to 
make a line from Tenterfield to Casino, as the proposed 
line from Dorrigo-Guyra to Inverell would absorb the 
traffic from the latter place. The proposal to make a line 
from Glen Innes to Grafton would be so costly as to be 
prohibitive, and the proposal to make an oversea harbour 
at Clarence Heads must be ruled out for the same reason. 
The junction of the proposed Guyra-Dorrigo line with 
the North Coast line at Glenreagh gives passengers and 
shippers of freight a choice of route as to whether they 
will go to South Grafton, 28 miles, or Coff’s Harbour, 
25 miles. We are in no doubt whatever as to what will 
take place. We think the trade will come our way for 
the following reasons:—When a person gets to South 
Grafton he would have a long river trip before he reached 
the Clarence Heads, and then he would be 60 miles 
north of Coffs Harbour. Coming by Coff’s Harbour, 
if he desired to go to Sydney he would probably be there 
by the time he got to Coff’s Harbour by the northern route. 
Then, as there is a bar at Clarence Heads, we claim that 
the traffic and freight brought to Grafton by the train 
down the Clarence Valley would be brought on to Coff’s 
for export. Again, the facilities for handling trade at 
Coff’s are superior to Grafton. The same applies to 
freight, say, from Nana Glen or Glenreagh. Goods sent 
from there to Coff’s would be ‘in Sydney before the 
steamer was out of the Clarence. At the present time 
Coff’s could handle twice the export business it is doing 
with the present appliances. What will it be able to do 
when the other jetties are completed? Four times as 
much. Coff’s is the only deep-sea port being carried out 
by the Government north of Neweastle, and will, when 
completed, be the superior of any other port north of 
that town, and when the line to Dorrigo is finished it wil! 
be the only port outside Sydney having a railway pushing 
out west. It is also the only place where the North Coast 
railway touches the sea. The present lack of railway 
communication between the coast and Inverell is detri- 
mental to the natural development of that town and the 
north-western portion of the State. We claim that the 
100,000 people on the North Coast would consume all the 
wheat, oats, chaff, and mutton that the north-west could 
produce. The estimated consumption by the North Coast 
people of north-west coast products or their equivalent 
is 300,000 fat sheep and 500,000 bushels of wheat annually, 
to say nothing of the interchange of products grown 
under different climatic conditions. At present reciprocal 
trade can only be carried on by the cost of carriage ex- 
tending over practically 1,000 miles of land and water, 
whereas by extending the existing railway 190 miles these 
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great districts would be brought directly in communice- 
tion with each other. These facilities do not exist now, 
notwithstanding that the north-west produces one-fourth 
of the cattle and one-fifth of the sheep in the whole State. 
Although railway connection. would give an enormous 
local market, without a deep-sea port at the end of the 
proposed line, where freight could be shipped to other 
States and foreign centres, the northern part of the State 
would still be deprived of its due. The only port on the 
coast that can fulfil this condition is Coffs Harbour. 
When I came here over seventeen years ago the popula- 
tion was about 200. It is now well over 2,000. The 
population returns taken by the police are as follows: 
1909, 1,422 people; 1910, 1,730 people; 1911, 1,875 people; 
1912, 2,243 people; 1918, 2,553 people; 1914, —; 1915, 
3,907 people; 1916, 3,200 people; 1917, 3,100 people; 1918, 
2,765 people; 1919, 2,682 people; 1920, 2,709 people; 1921, 
2,670 people; 1922, 2,623 people. 1915 to 1918 were the 
years the railway men with their wives and families were 
here in large numbers. The number of butter factories in 
1905 was two. Now there are nine, with two bacon fae- 
tories, the output of which, with the exception of one, 
are exported from Coff’s, and two new factories are con- 
templated, of which the one at Guy Fawkes is a certainty. 
There was a large increase in the number of passengers 
by steamer, which reached its highest in 1917, but since 
the railway has started running the number has been con- 
siderably reduced. There has been a large increase in the 
timber business, there being now twenty mills within the 
railway radius, eighteen: of which send nearly all their 
output to Coff’s. When the railway is completed to 
Dorrigo the whole twenty will ship from here also large 
quantities of sleepers; piles and girders go from here. 
The piles for the repair of Byron Bay jetty went from 
here. There has been a great increase in settlement, but 
there are still 20,000 acres available between here and the 
Dorrigo, and large areas that could be released later on 
from the State forests. The evidence given at Ebor con- 
veys an idea of the Crown lands available on the plateau. 
As soon as the port is ready to receive oversea vessels large 
meat works will be established, and no doubt a tannery 
and other incidental works. With the proposed amalgama- 
tion of three of the local factories I have no doubt a bacon 
factory will be erected, as it would have over 300 sup- 
pliers. The line we advocate will pass through at least 
100,000 acres of land between Dorrigo and Guyra suitable 
for closer settlement, which will be used for sheep and 
mixed farming, dairying, cheese, pig-raising, and maize- 
growing. The railway from Glenreagh to Dorrigo is now 
being constructed. It should be opened as far as Lowanna, 
22 miles up, inside of six months, and to Dorrigo next 
year, as the engineering difficulties will then be sur- 
mounted. An unanswerable case is presented for its con- 
tinuation to Guyra. On the Dorrigo there are still thou- 
sands of acres available for settlement. The main road 
from Coff’s to the Dorrigo through eastern Dorrigo is now 
open, and although rough and bad in the rainy season, 
goes on to Guy Fawkes. <A railway from Inverell through 
Guyra would relieve the great congestion of freight at 
Sydney and Newcastle, and shipments could be made from 
Coff’s Harbour overseas in vessels of from 8,000 to 10,000 
tons. This line was recommended by the Royal Com- 
mission on Decentralisation and by Mr. Johnson when 
Chief Commissioner of Railways. As you have been to 
Dorrigo, it is unnecessary to labour the matter of its 
resources. There were four houses in the place when I 
went there first. In this district there has been a large 
increase in storekeeping and banking. There are now ten 
branches and agencies, independent of Savings Banks, with 
thousands of customers. I think we may claim that the 
Dorrigo and Tyringham districts have the largest supply 
of softwoods still left in the State, the timber wealth 
running into millions. The building trade of the district 
to the north-west is often seriously retarded owing to the 
inability to reach these forests other than by team—a 
slow and uncertain method, and far too costly to be much 
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availed of. The surveyed route to Inverell from Dorrigo 
traverses for the most part arable land capable of main- 
taining the vastly increased population that would be sure 
to settle thereon if it were connected with the railway 
system of the State. If Coff’s were linked up with these 
rich areas it would be a busy port of call for the shipping 
of the world. The comparatively easy grades, the total 
absence of engineering difficulties, the shorter distance as 
compared with some of the rival routes, and less cost ot 
construction, should carry a strong recommendation, 
especially when it is remembered that on the. main 
roads from Tenterfield -to Casino, from Kempsey to 
Armidale, and from Grafton to Glen Innes—100 miles 
long—there is practically no population except the popu- 
lation in declining mining townships. Whatever good 
land there is on these routes is taken up; what is left is of 
no value. The country along the route of the proposed 
-line from Coff’s Harbour to Glenreagh-Dorrigo-Guy 
Fawkes and Guyra to Inverell is good land, and will 
carry an enormous population. In regard to the Inverell- 
Guyra-Coff’s Harbour line, I do not think that any man in 
my position could form an estimate of traffic, but what 
Il propose to make is an estimate of what is the traffic- 
able area from here to Inverell. 100,000 population, two 
and a half sheep per head equals 250,000. It would also 
require 1,800 tons of wheat and by-products. All this 
would come down that line. I think that area would 
extend from 20 to 35 or 40 miles in width altogether. 
For instance, it would not be extravagant to say that at 
Inverell the trafficable area would be up to 40 miles. 
Of course, in a dairying district that trafficable area 
would be much less—20 to 25 miles. That would be 12 
miles on either side of the line, or perhaps 15; but in 
the wheat and wool growing districts I myself have seen 
wheat carried 40 miles on waggons to a railway. There 
igs a very bad bar at Nambucea Heads, and an equally 
bad one at Bellinger Heads, and I feel sure that the bulk 
of the traffic would come in here for places in that direc- 
tion. I do not think that any business would come to 
Coff’s Harbour from the north beyond Deepwater, between 
Glen Innes and Tenterfield. I do not think any traffic 
would come to Coff’s Harbour from places beyond Bogga- 
billa and Mungindi on the Queensland border. Within the 
traficable area I have described I am of the opinion that 
the whole of the produce, or very nearly the whole of it, 
would come to Coff’s Harbour if a railway line were made 
from Inverell to Coff’s Harbour, which is already practi- 
cally assured as far as Dorrigo and towards Guy Fawkes 
for 25 miles. Some men might like to send something 
north, but the bulk of the produce of the Dorrigo, if sent 
there, would come into competition with the produce of 
the Clarence and Riehmond, and would, I think, come 
south. The distance from Coff’s Harbour to Inverell is 
190 miles. In that traffiicable area we would not come 
within 40 miles of another line. From its central posi- 
tion, Coff’s Harbour is the best place for a harbour of 
refuge. When the port is completed there will be a big 
interstate trade, especially with Queensland, this place 
being practically half-way between Sydney and Brisbane. 
There has been no alteration in the depth of water here 
extending over a period of twenty years. There is no 
sand coming in between the end of the northern causeway 
and.Mutton Bird Island. The soundings at the end of the 
jetty and to the south of it are practically the same as 
when the previous Committees took evidence, and the 
erection of the new jetties will completely alter the posi- 
tion. The present scheme is a cheap one, and if it were 
decided to make a larger harbour to the north the northern 
wall would be the southern boundary of it, and if addi- 
tional accommodation were required Coft’s Harbour Creek 
could be opened up. Evidence will be given at Glenreagh 
2g to the value of the coal measures there. At Karangi 
=nd elsewhere there are fine copper lodes and a good water 
supply could be obtained from Friday’s Creek. The 
Government have been asked to submit this to your Com- 
mittee several times. The original estimate was £17,000. 


A hydro-electric scheme for Coff’s is now being con- 
sidered. Power will be generated at Rocky Oreek, 
where there is a fall of 2,000 feet and 5,000 horse- 
power can be obtained. The gtatistics submitted 
of the exports from Coff’s Harbour do not include 
any goods or timber previously shipped at Grafton or 
Wooolgoolga. As the selection of this line or the alter- 
native route will fix where the decentralisation port for 
the North Coast will be, I consider that Coff’s Harbour 
should be selected as a port for the North Coast rather 
than that Sir John Coode’s scheme at Grafton should be 
earried out in its entirety at an additional expense of about 
half a million, in addition to the six hundred thousand 
already spent, carryng an interest burden of £30,000 (with 
an annual income of a few hundreds) to give a minimum 
depth of 18 feet, especially in face of the fact that the 
English Board of Trade has given expression to the 
opinion that the steamers of the future are likely to grow 
in the same ratio as the dreadnoughts have done. Even 
when the proposed works at the Clarence Heads are com- 
pleted, the distance will be 45 miles from Grafton. The 
wharf is at Palmer’s Island, 35 miles from Grafton, and 
for a steamer to get there she will have to get over the 
Tluka crossing 2 miles from the heads. Eventually a rail- 
way would have to be built from Grafton to Palmer’s 
Tsland, 35 miles. In this connection it should not be for- 
gotten that Coff’s Harbour with a port is only 53 miles 
from Grafton. The Dominions Royal Commission lays it 
down that the minimum depth for a modern harbour should 
be 40 feet. The Commission on Decentralisation had to 
report on a suitable harbour with a depth of over 40 feet, 
so had no option but to report in favour of Port Stephens. 
Large quantities of produce could be sent from Coff’s to 
Queensland. A steamer from Sydney to Brisbane or from 
Brisbane to Sydney could easily call on the way and take 
in freight. It is quite a common thing now for steamers 
to go to various ports to fill up with cargo. Wool that 
comes from Guyra is sent on by steamer from Morpeth to 
Sydney. That would undoubtedly come to Coff’s instead. 
Then there would be an enormous amount of back loading 
for the New England towns. It is estimated that at New- 
castle there is landed every week to be entrained for 
the north and north-west 6,000 tons of freight. More 
than half of the trade of the Bellinger Valley and Dor- 


rigo come through Coff’s now—earted by teams to Raleigh. — 


What will it be when the railways are completed and the 
Bellinger and Nambueea bars silt up? As the claim now 
advanced for Byron Bay is for a new jetty 1,000 feet north 
of the present jetty (not for harbour works), which has 
only 15 feet of water, it cannot be contended that such a 
jetty extending out for a long distance in an open roadstead 
with a long length of sand to the north, can compare with 
an area of enclosed still water of 226 acres, with an en- 
tranee of only 1,000 feet wide, with modern jetties with 
trains running on them to the side of the steamers, Ac- 
cording to Mr. Burrows, Engineer of Harbour and Rivers, 
Coff’s Harbour will, without dredging, provide at the new 
jetties sufficient depth to berth vessels having a draft of 
26 feet, which with dredging could easily be increased to 
30 feet. The Minister for Works, on the occasion of the 
laying of the first stone of the breakwater, June, 1917, 
said :—“ In the new jetty proposed a depth of water for 
shipping will be available (without dredging) of at least 
26 feet, and this can be readily inereased to 30 feet or 
over, as the trade demands. Under the altered conditions 
brought about by the enclosing of an additional area within 
the port, about 47 acres, carrying 30 feet at low water, will 
be available. This may be increased by dredging at an 
estimated cost of £5,000 to 98 acres, and the total area 
of harbour at low water would be 222 acres, and will in- 
clude 117 acres over 20 feet deep.” In view of the above, 
we claim that in the case of Coff’s Harbour the experts are 
agreed as to its adaptability for construction into a 
modern harbour. To obtain a greater depth than 30 feet 
of water at low tide 5 or even 10 feet more, when required, 
is only a question of £20,000 to £30,000, as the bottom is 
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sandy, not rocky, as at Byron Bay. The railway is to be 
made to Dorrigo, leaving 80 odd miles to link up with 
Guyra and 40 odd miles to connect with Inverell. We 
say there is more than a reasonable claim for an east to 
west railway. You have the harbour that can deal with 
present trade, that can be deepened as trade grows, and a 
railway half-way to its objective. I say this claim holds 
the field. Why should it not be completed, especially in 
view of the money spent here on the harbour and on the 
Dorrigo railway? Northern New South Wales is respon- 
sible for nearly half the products of the State, and is 
almost as large as Victoria, yet it has no oversea port of 
its own. If this line were made, a through line would 
result from Mungindi and Boggabilla to here on the 
central North Coast. 

1790. I take it you are favourable to the construction of 
the proposed line from Guyra to Dorrigo ’—Yes. 


1791. As the result of your knowledge of the quality and 
extent of the country which would be served, you consider 
that the line should be extended beyond Guyra to Inverell? 
—I do. 

1792. What effect upon the trade of Coff’s Harbour has 
the construction of the North Coast line had?—It has 
increased trade. 

1793. You say in your statement that since the railway 
has started running it has considerably reduced the num- 
ber of passengers travelling by boat; when the whole of 
the North Coast line is completed will it affect any other 
traffic?—I do not think so. There are always a number of 
women who will go by train rather than by boat, even 
though they have to pay a lot more money. 

1794. There is a proposal by the Federal and State 
Governments for a line from Kyogle to South Brisbane 
on the 44-inch gauge; what effect would such a proposal 
have on the oversea trade of the North Coast districts ?— 
I do not think it would have any effect on this line, 
though it might have an effect on the alternative route 
from Tenterfield to Casino. 

1795. Take the butter which comes here, and which is 
intended for export overseas, is it not likely that, with 
through communication to South Brisbane, the produce of 
the Dorrigo would go in that direction?—I do not think 
so. The distance itself would be a bar, and I do not think 
the differential rate would operate in that direction as it 
operates on produce going in the direction of Sydney. 


1796. Is the completion of the North Coast line likely 
to have any effect on the imports into the district by 
steamer ?—I think the heavy goods will always come by sea. 
I do not think a line running parallel with the sea can 
compete with water carriage. 

1797. You say that you look for a big interstate trade 
especially with Queensland; if Queensland is connected 
by rail, will not that affect you?—No, I think water car- 
_ riage will be cheaper. We have had people here seeking 
to open up business with Queensland, but we have not been 
able to do anything so far. 

1798. Apart from the development which the North 
Coast line will bring about in the country immediately 
under its influence, what do you think the line is likely 
to carry ?—I do not think that a line running merely from 
Newcastle to Murwillumbah will have any great effect. 
What we want is a line which will run back to the west 
and connect with Inverell and the north-west. 

1799. What would be likely to come from Inverell and 
the north-west by the proposed line?—I do not know of a 
single thing those districts produce which would not come 
this way. I think wool would come here. Why should it 
go from Guyra to be shipped at Morpeth and not come this 
way ? 

1800. Do you know of any quantity of wool shipped at 
Morpeth?—I understand that it is brought from Guyra, 
put on a steamer at Morpeth and taken to Sydney. As to 
the establishment. of local sales, there were wool sales at 
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Newcastle until the differential rates killed them. There 
are also wool sales at Geelong and at other places besides 
the capital cities. 

1801. Apparently you anticipate that if a harbour is made 
at Coff’s much of the trade now doné at Sydney will be 
done here?—Certainly. Sydney can never deal with the 
whole trade of the State. The Decentralisation Commis- 
sion in its report strongly emphasised the fact that other 
ports are wanted to deal with the exports of this country. 

1802. Do you know whether it is the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to allow two waterways like the Bellingen and 
the Nambucca to silt up?—I am certain we never would 
have had a harbour here but for the fact that the Bellingen 
was silted for two months, and it was not possible to get 
a bag of flour either in Bellingen or on the Dorrigo. That 
is the reason the line was diverted in this direction, and 
how it came about that this particular 13 miles of railway 
was constructed in advance of other sections in the south. 
It was to give relief to the people on the Bellingen and 
the Dorrigo. 

1803. What would be your back-loading to the tablelands ? 
—We would send a lot of stuff which now comes from 
Newcastle and is forwarded to the north and north-west. 
Every week it amounts to 6,000 tons. We say that a lot 
of that ought to come here. : 

1804. What is the naturé of the loading?—All kinds of 
stuff, general cargo. 

1805. Do you think that with the completion of the line 
from Glenreagh to Dorrigo much of the produce of the 
district will find its way towards Grafton ?’—Not a pound; 
all of it will come this way. 

1806. Chairman.] If as you say all that trade is likely 
to go from Coff’s Harbour to the west, what will be left 
for the North Coast line when it is completed /——-The North 
Coast line cannot take traffic to Inverell. 

1807. You say that traffic which might come from Bris- 
bane, Sydney, and Newcastle will, with the construction 
of the proposed line, come through Coff’s Harbour. If 
the Guyra line was not built; would not that traffic in the 
ordinary course of affairs go to the North Coast line’— 
Some perishable stuff might be sent by rail, but my firm 
opinion is that none of the traffic in heavy goods would go 
to the railway. 

1808. By what routes does the timber from Dorrigo and 
further out now come to Coff’s Harbour ?—As a rule it is 
brought to Raleigh by team. Sometimes the wéather is 
so bad that the traffic is suspended, and the timber is then 
taken out of the waggons, put oh the ttucks at Raleigh, 
and sent here to be put on the steamers. 

1809. Does the same thing apply to timber brought by 
the Coramba toute from Dorrigo?—A lot of stuff brought 
that way is put on the train and sent here. 

1810. When the North Coast line is completed, do you 
think that once pine is put on the railway it will be tran- 
shipped at Coff’s Harbour for sea carriage, or will it go 
straight through to Néwcastle?—I hold that inevitably it 
would be taken off here and put on the steaier. 

1811. Mr. Drummond.| You refer to the possible con- 
sumption of 300,000 fat sheep on the North Coast; does 
that include the districts to the Queensland border ?—It 
would include the North Coast, but I would not say 
to the Queensland boundary. The southern limits would 
be the Nambucca Heads or you might go further. I did 
not make that calculation myself, but as it has often been 
quoted and, so far as I know, never challenged, I accept 
the figures. We want an east to west railway, and the 
figures I have quoted represent the requirements of the 
people in the country which would be served by such a 
line. : 

1812. Do you wish the Committee to infer that with a 
line from Coff’s Harbour through to Inverell the mutton 
requirements of the people on the North Coast would be 
conveyed by that means?—I certainly think that sheep 
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would be brought from the west and north-western districts 
and put out at the various places where they were required. 
No one would think of bringing sheep here by steamer if 
it were possible to carry them by train. 
1813. The Commissioners estimate the total revenue of 
the proposed line at £13,500; what is your opinion !—I 


think it is a ridiculous estimate. I am absolutely aston- 
ished to hear it. It only represents a few hundred pounds 
per week. 

1814. With railway communication the present figures 
in regard to the consumption of mutton would not apply ?— 
I think the consumption would be enormously increased. 


THURSDAY, 21 JUNE, 1923. 
[The Committee met in the Pier Hotel, Coff’s Harbour. ] 


Present:— 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Rospert Mauony. 
Francis Micuaet Burke, Esq. 


The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHatrMay). 


Wiuiiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Daviyp Henry DrummMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Daniel Shea, craneman, Coff’s Harbour jetty, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1815. Chairman.] What company are you working for? 
—For the Navigation Department, and have been for the 
last sixteen years. 

1816. You have a statement to read?—Yes. I have been 
nineteen years at Coff’s Harbour and about sixteen years 
in my present position. During that time I have had 
every opportunity to witness the growth of the port and 
observe the effect of the improvements. During the past 
twelve months the steamers have run to their time-table, 
and there were only four days during that period when we 
did not work. During the nineteen months that the “ Dor- 
rigo”’ Has been trading here she has never lost a trip. 
Since the northern wall has been started it has been a 
great benefit to the port. The further the wall has been 
extended the greater has been the benefit. During the year 
ending 31st December, 1922, 353 steamers called, practi- 
cally one steamer a day. They all brought and took away 
full cargoes. The export of timber is increasing. The 
week before last we shipped nearly half a million feet of 
timber. The seas from the south and the south-east are 
the only seas that now effect us, and since the northern 
wall has gone out we do not seem to notice them. The 
basket is only used when there is a range in the harbour. 
Now the steamers come alongside and the people walk off. 
I know the various ports, Nambucca, Bellinger, Wool- 
goolga, Clarence Heads, and Byron Bay, along the coast, 
and in my opinion none of them can compare with Coff’s 
Harbour. I think this is the place where a port can be 
made for less money than elsewhere. In my opinion when 
the present harbour works are completed, vessels of a ton- 
nage from 8 to 10 thousand tons will be able to enter, load 
up, and get away again. When the works are completed 
the only seas that will affect shipping will be those from 
the east and south-east, but we very seldom have blows 
from that direction. I took soundings with Captain 
Coulter on the 15th June, 1923, at 2 p.m., dead low tide, 
and they showed a depth of 24 ft. 6 in. at a distance of 
20 feet from the end of the jetty. The soundings are 
practically the same as they were fourteen years ago. 

1817. Beyond the fact that you are able to get vessels 
alongside the jetty more easily, has there been any altera- 
tion in the depth of water in the bay since the construc- 
tion of the breakwater was commenced?—Yes. Sand has 
made in the north-west corner, and to-day the low tide 
mark is 200 feet further out than when they started the 
wall. 

1818. Is that process still going on?—No. If anything, 
it has deepened a little during the last twelve months. 

1819. Do you think the movement will entirely cease 
when the gap between the breakwater and Mutton Bird 
Island is closed up?—yYes. 

1820. Will there be any danger of the southerly current 
bringing in more sand in the future ?—I do not think there 
will be any danger at all. 
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1821. You say that a good deal of timber comes from 
the Bellingen district?—Only pine from Raleigh at pre- 
sent. 

1822. Do you know anything of the trade in timber from 
the Bellingen itself’—Yes. I took an interest in it at 
one time, but I believe they ship 10,000,000 feet per year 
now. 

1823. With the completion of the harbour works at 
Coff’s is there any prospect of that trade coming here ?— 
No, not so long as they can get a vessel in and out of the 
river. ; 

1824. Is it a fact that the river entrance is sometimes 
blocked for considerable periods?—Yes, for a month or 
two months. 

1825. During that period of blockade do you get the 
timber here?—Yes, we get the special orders which must 
be fulfilled. The other timber they reckon they can keep 
there until a vessel is able to come in. 

1826. During your sixteen years’ experience has the size 
of the vessels trading with the port increased’—Yes, con- 
siderably. 

1827. What is the length of the longest boat trading 
here now’—The Dorrigo is 248 feet, the Poonbah is 
about 50 feet longer, and the Orara is about 300 feet. 

1828. How far from the end of the jetty is the 
bow of the vessel generally situated ?—Vessels which gene- 
rally berth alongside the northern crane are practically 
level with the end of the jetty. When berthed on the 
southern side a vessel is generally from 80 to 90 feet back 
from the end of the jetty. The boat at present lying along- 
side is 80 feet from the outer end of the jetty. 

1829. You have a dead low water of 22 feet for any vessel 
trading to the port ?—Yes. 

1830. With respect to the larger vessels likely to trade 
here, vessels of 8,000 or 10,000 tons, what draft do you 
anticipate vessels of that tonnage will carry?—24 or 25 
feet. y 

1831. If such vessels came here would it necessitate 
dredging ?—It would in some parts further in, but where 
the proposed wharves are planned to be built there would 
be 30 feet of water at low tide. 

1832. Those are the new jetties ?—Yes. 

1833. What range is there alongside the jetty now ?— 
About 4 feet; that is from crest to trough. 

a Does that handicap loading operations in any way? 
—No. 

1885. What range would interfere with the operations 
of the present jetty ?—We load sometimes with a range of 
10 feet. 

1836, You experience no difficulty in loading or unload- 
ing the vessels which now come to the port ?—Very little. 
There were only four days during the last twelve months 
when we could not load, and in nineteen months the 
Dorrigo has only had to leave the jetty twice. 

1837. What are the prevailing winds?—Southerly and 
north-east. 
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1938. The new breakwater will afford protection from 
the north-easterly winds ?—Yes. 

1839. Are you protected from the south-easterly winds 
by the natural formation of the harbour?—We are pro- 
tected at present from east to north. Southerly and south- 
easterly winds are the only ones which affect us. 

1840. The evidence yesterday was that the easterly wind 
is the one which affects you most; you do not agree with 
that‘—No. In April it was practically east all the time— 
east to east-north-east—and we never lost a day. It affected 
shipping all along the coast except here. 

1841. Mir. Doe.] What is the tonnage of the boats ealling 
here ?’—F rom 300 to 1,200 tons. 

1842. What is the size of the boats trading up the Bel- 
lingen ’—About 300 tons. 

1843. Boats of that size can get up the river so long as 
the entrance is kept reasonably clear?—Yes. They carry 
from 120 to 180 thousand feet of timber on an 8 foot 
draft. 

1844. How often is the entrance blocked ?’—With south- 
erly weather around the coast boats are prevented from 
entering, and the stuff is sent from here to Sydney. 

1845. How often does that occur?—I cannot say, but 
since the railway has been built to Raleigh the bulk of the 
Bellingen cargo comes here. 

1846. Have any boats been taken off the Bellinger 
trade?—No, but sometimes a boat comes here to unload 
cargo when it cannot get into the river, and the stuff is 
sent by rail, but that has not occurred during the last 
six months. 

1847. Mr. Mahony.| What is the draft of the Dorrigo 
loaded ?—14 feet. 

1848. Io vessels ever have to leave the jetty in bad 
weather’—The Dorrigo had to leave twice in nineteen 
months. Once she left, and once she broke away alto- 
gether. 

1849. What shelter is there from easterly weather ?— 
The shelter of Mutton Bird Island. The end of the 
jetty is directly protected by the island. 

1850. Does the range increase in easterly weather ?— 
Not now. It used to come in round the northern end, 
but never in sufficient force to prevent us working. 

1851. In which direction does the mouth of the harbour 
point ?—East. 

1852. And the jetty ?—About 2 points south of east. 

1853. Is the jetty south of Mutton Bird Island?—A 
little. 

1854. And does that shelter it from an easterly gale?— 
bg The jetty is very little south; it is really about in a 
ine. 

1855. Mr. Burke.| Are you acquainted with Byron Bay? 
—Yes. 

1856. It has been suggested that Byron Bay would be 
more suitable for a deep-sea port; what is your opinion ?— 
I should say that, with the bigger scheme at Coff’s Har- 
bour, the advantage would lie there. The northern break- 
water is almost completed. 

1857. A wall could also be built at Byron Bay; is that 
the only advantage Coff’s Harbour possesses?—It is more 
central. Byron Bay is too much at the extreme end of 
the State. 

1858. Do you not think it could be made quite as safe 
as Coff’s?—Yes, but it is too far north, and it will cost 
a great deal more. I think you could make a safe harbour 
anywhere on the coast if you spent enough money. 

1859. Mr. Travers.| How many regular steamers aro 
trading to the port?—Practically the whole of the North 
Coast fleet has been here. I should say roughly about 
twenty. 

1860. Once the northern and southern breakwaters are 
completed will the range in the harbour be minimised ?— 
Yes, the only range would be from the east; with an 
easterly gale blowing there would be an easterly swell in 
the mouth of the harbour, but with any other wind I do 
not think there would be any sea. 
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1861. In easterly weather the range would come right 
into the entrance ?—Yes. 

1862. Do you get much easterly weather?—Once in 
every twelve months, or hardly that. 

1863. With the two breakwaters completed would an 
easterly gale be the only gale which would prevent a ship 
making the harbour?—I think it would. 

1864. How would it affect shipping already in the har- 
bour’—I do not think it would affect vessels moored 
under the shelter of the wharf. I think they would be all 
right. 


Michael Griffin, builder, Coff’s Harbour Jetty, sworn, and 
examined :-— 

1865. Mr. Drummond.] What evidence do you wish to 
submit to the Committee?—I wish to give evidence in 
favour of the proposed line from Dorrigo to Guyra. I 
want to emphasise the suitability of the line between 
Dorrigo and Guyra for closer settlement purposes. It is 
the most suitable part of the eastern portion of New 
South Wales for closer settlement. The soil is splendid, 
and there is a large area of it. It is well watered, and 
the climate is good. The proposed line would open up 
a tract of country which in area is not to be surpassed 
in any part of the coast bstween the Macpherson Range 
and Neweastle. It is largely basalt country, and com- 
parel with other parts of the coast it is not hilly. In 


* every respect it is splendid land, which will grow almost 


anything, but under present conditions it is languishing 
for want of a railway. The only other part of the coast 
to compare with it is to be found between the Richmond 
River and the Tweed. With a railway there would be as 
many settlers dotted over that area as there are on the 
North Coast altogether. J have been through the country 
many times as a prospector, and I know it well. There is 
a great wealth of timber, which I should like to see con- 
served; otherwise the same fate will befall it as befell a 
very large extent of the timber on the coast. I estimate 
that the area of country between Dorrigo and Guyra 
suitable for agriculture is 10,000 acres. That country 
will produce wheat, oats, corn, potatoes, and all kinds of 
vegetables and fruits. There is an area of 50,000 acres 
suitable for dairying and pig-raising, whilst there is an 
area almost equally large upon which sheep and cattle 
could be grazed. Native grasses and sown grasses grow 
luxuriantly. The rainfall, climate, and altitude make this 
belt of country in every way most suitable for settlement. 
The timber resources are immense, and in addition there is 
the possibility of mineral development, and the creation of a 
considerable trade in building stone. The permanent 
waters of the district which will be served by the pro- 
posed line will provide power which will be available for 
the development of hydro-electricity, and this in turn will 
lead to the establishment of important secondary indus- 
tries. One aspect of the proposed line is the interchange 
of products which will be brought about between the coast 
and the tableland. Furthermore, there will be a consider- 
able tourist traffic between the west and east and east and 
west to the various health resorts. Personally, I would 
urge a departure from the surveyed route of the line, and 
a deviation towards Tyringham, as the best of the land 
is to be found there and at Ebor. As the natural outlet 
for the produce of the district which will be served by 
the proposed line Coff’s Harbour is much more suitable 
for a deep-sea port than the Clarence or Byron Bay. 
1866. You say that the area of land between Dorrigo 
and Guyra suitable for agriculture is 10,000 acres; is that 
the limit?—No, I have confined myself to a radius of § 
or 10 miles on each side of the line. You could make tha 
distance 15 miles, and increase the area of land suitable 


for closer settlement to 20,000. 


1867. The area suitable for mixed farming you estimate 
at 50,000 acres?—Yes. That represents the land which 
could be utilised for cultivation and for the running of a 
few sheep or cattle, 
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1868. What would be a fair living area on that country? 
-~It would all depend on what you went in for. On the 
agricultural land I should say about 50 acres, 

1869. A considerable amount of timber in the area to be 
served by the proposed line has been destroyed by settlers ; 
what was the reason’ —They took up land twenty years 
ago in anticipation of a railway. The railway did not 
come, and in order to make a living they destroyed the 
timber. 

1870. Have you any evidence to offer the Committee as 
to the approximate amount of timber which was destroyed ? 
—No, but it has been enormous. 

1871. Will the construction of a railway make any dif- 
ference?—Yes. At the present moment they are carting 
timber from Dorrigo to Armidale. With a railway settlers 
would be able to find a market for their timber, instead of 
having to destroy it, 

1872. Will the line in course of construction from Glen- 
reagh to Dorrigo sufficiently serve the country and prevent 
the further destruction of timber?—It will prevent the 
destruction of timber on this side of the range, but what 
about the vast quantity on the other side, which must be 
destroyed unless the railway is continued to Guyra or some 
other suitable point. Look at the difference it would make 
to the country if that timber could be made use of instead 
of being sent up in smoke. 

1873. Do you know anything of the mining possibilities 
of the country ?—I do. I think they are most favourable. 
With a railway I have some gentlemen behind me who 
would be prepared to take up machinery in order to 
develop a silver lode. 

1874. Do you think there would be any tourist traffic 
which would be of advantage to the line?—Personally I 
think it would be enormous. The people of Moree and 
Inverell would be glad to get to the coast, and at times 
the people here would be glad to get inland. My own 
opinion is that there would be a very considerable tourist 
traffic both ways if the line were built. 

1875. Have you noticed any tendency, under existing 
conditions, for Coff’s Harbour to become a tourist resort ? 
—I have had applieations during the last month to build 
houses for seaside resorts. 

1876. Are there many other builders besides yourself ?— 
Four or five, but our business is hampered for the moment 
by the extortionate price of materials. 

1877, Do you know of any tendeticy on the part of the 
people on the coast to go to the tableland?—Plenty of 
people would like to go there in the summer time. 

1878. I gather that you favour a deviation from the sur- 
veyed foute in the direction of Tyringham?—Yes, The 
country round about Tyringham and between Tyringham 
and Ebor is splendid. I would like to see a deviation if 
the engineering difficulties were not insurmountable. I 
would not say that the class of country was better, but 
there is a splendid piece of country in the vicinity of 
Tyringham and Hernani, good basalt country suitable for 
inteiise farming. 

1879. Have you noticed any tendency for the harbour 
to silt siniee the breakwater was commenced?—No. When 
the breakwaters ate completed I gather from the plan that 
there will bé an entrance of 1,000 fect due cast. I do 
not think any foree of Water could run in to bring ii the 
sand. 

1880. How does Byron Bay compare with Coff’s Har- 
bour as a possible porvt‘—tIn the first place, the Byron 
Bay jetty lacks the ptotection of an island of 40 acres, 
such as wé have iii Mutton Bird Island. In the next 
place, there is not the depth of water, and thefe is an 
element of danger in the rock which is to be found in 
Byron Bay. 

1881. You are satisfied that Coffs Harbour would be a 
safer and more effective port than Byron Bay?—Yes. 
There is one point I should like to emphasise, and it is 
that the country is crying out for immigrants and land 
settlers. There is not a place along the coast where a 
line will open up the same quantity of land for closer 


'I have had them shipped from Sydney to Coff’s 


settlement as is to be found between Dorrigo and Guyra. 
I have built five sawmills on the coast, and I have been 
through that back country and estimated the timber re- 
sources. I should like to see the forests conserved. There 
is no reason why our money should go to America and 
other places for timber when we have plenty in Australia. 

1882. Mr. Cameron.] What timber have we which will 
take the place of Oregon ?’—Pine, tallow-wood, or beech. 

1883. For building purposes would Richmond River 
pine take the place of Oregon?—I think our hoop pine 
could be very largely used for that purpose. 

1884. Mr, Doe.| Take the country 14 or 15 miles east 
of Guyra—how would you describe it?-Of course, there 
are tractS of poor country. You will not find the good 
country continuous. I am speaking of the countfy as a 
whole. 

1885. Would you say that the preponderance of country 
is basalt ’—Certainly; 95 per cent. of the country I have 
referred to is basalt. 

1886. Chairman.| How many superficial feet of timber 
would be required to construct an ordinary five-roomed 
cottage ?—6,000 feet. 

1887. Do you know the large area of timber country 
north and north-west of Tyringham?—I know the coun- 
try between Tyringham and Hernani, 

1888. We have been told that there are 400,000 acres of 
timber land, carrying over 20,000° superfiecial feet per 
acre; from your knowledge of that country would you 
say that the estimate was reasonable?—I would not vouch 
for the 400,000 acres, but as to the quantity of timber per 
acre J would be prepared to accept that on some of it, 
because on a lot of the country round about Dorrigo as 
high as 80,000 commercial feet. of softwoods on thousands 
of acres have been destroyed. 


Kdward Gillett, butcher, Coff’s Harbour, sworn, and 


examined :— 


1889. Chairman.] I understand you have a statement; 
will you be good enough to read it?—I will. I am a 
dealer in stock, and have been a resident of Coff’s Har- 
bour and district for eighteen years. I have both sold and 
bought thousands of head of cattle and sheep. The cattle 
in the main were driven to Armidale and Gunnedah, and 
heavy losses wete often inéufred in transit, and weak 
cattle could not be started on the road. On the other 
hand, I have bought sheep from Guy Fawkes, but as a rule 
Harbour 
by steanier, and there was nearly always a loss, and the 
quality deteriorated on the trip. I have been a shipper of 
éattle from here, and there was always at least a loss of 5 
per cent., and the buyers did not care for them when they 
got to their destination by boat. I consider that, as re- 
gatds sheep, after they have been throuweh Homebush and 
landed here, the price is excessive. The fréei@ht alone is 
4s. 6d. per head. If a man bought dairy cattle in Armidale 
he could not travel them, and vice versa. Tf a Pailway 
were made from here to Inverell there would be a big 
traffic in cattle and sheep and all kinds of produce, 

1890. Have you made any estimate of what the railway 
would carry in the way of cattle and sheep for the supply 
of the districts which would cone Within its sphere of 
influence?—I think there would be something like 50,000 
éattle tracked from here west yearly. 

1891. Do you think there would be a heavy traffic in 
sheep from the west in this direction Yes. 

1892. We have evidence that in the daity districts 
young stock are destroyed owing to inability to get them 
away; will the construction of the railway line do away 
with that practice?-To a great extent it would ih the 
case of dairy cattle at a time when the season was bad 
here. With a railway it would be possible to truck those 

eattle west in considerable numbers. 

1893. How often is the season bad in the coastal disteiowy 
—It has been bad twice in the last five years. 

1894. Have you sent any cattle west this year?—No. | 


1895. On the other hand, a gicat many western cattle 
have been sent to this as relief country ’—Yes. 

1896. Have you ever known of any losses of dairy cattle 
because it was not possible to get them away to relief 
country #~—That was the experience in 1921. 

1897. Mr, Drummond.| Where do you principally find 
your relief country ?—Anywhere in the western district. 

1898. At the present time stock from the west are being 
depastured on the eastern fall?—Yes. 

1899. When you say west, do you mean west of the range 
or west of Coff’s Harbour’—I mean the country round 
about Inverell, Gunnedah, and those places. In the season 
1921-22 vast numbers of stock were driven from the coast 
to Gunnedah, Moree, and different other places in the 
west. 

1900. In normal times is there much inquiry from the 
west in the coastal districts for store cattle ’—Yes. 

1901. Would you be able to find an outlet for your dairy 
stock in that part?—That has been happening for years. 
It is the fattening country for the coast. 

1902. That traffic would be a source of revenue to the 
line if it were built?—-A big source cf revenue. 

1903. Do you think people would use the line rather 
than drove their stock ’—Certainly. 

1904. Mr. Mahony.] Do you send dairy cattle so far 
west for relief country ?—Certainly. 

1905. Mr. Drummond.] What does it cost to land sheep 


here from Guy Fawkes ?’—4s. per head by road. 


1906. And the cost of landing from Sydney ?—4s. 6d., 
that is, 3s. 6d. boat freight and 1s. for expenses from Home- 
bush. 

1907. The sheep you drove, do they maintain their con- 
dition coming down or do they suffer?—There is a little 
deterioration, but nothing to compare with the deteriortion 
of the sheep brought from Sydney. 

1908. The principle disability is the cost ?—Yes. 

1909. Generally speaking, the routes from the tablelands 
are good ?—From Guy Fawkes they are good. 

1910. Mr. Cameron.] How many sheep do you bring at 
a time from Guy Fawkes?—500 would be about the limit 
of what a man could drove. 

1911. Would you buy 500 at a time to kill here?—Yes. 

1912. You give that evidence as the fruits of your 
experience /—Yes. 


Samuel Coulter, master mariner, ss. Dorrigo, sworn, 
and examined :— 


1913. Mr. Mahony.] What experience haye you had t— 
I have been master mariner for twenty-one years. During 
that period IT have traded on the New South Wales coast 
and have been in the one employ. 

1914. Have you a statement to present to the Committee? 
—Yes. I have been for nineteen months master of the 
ss. Dorrige, running from Sydney to Coff’s Harbour, 
ealling at Newcastle and Woolgoolga on the outward trip. 
During that time I only lost two days at Coff’s Harbour 
through bad weather, and that was a time of exceptionally 
rough weather, All other steamers on the coast at the time 
were hung up. My experience of Coff’s Harbour is that 
the sea goes down very quickly. I have noticed that since 
the extension of the northern breakwater there is much 
smoother water at the jetty than previously. The worst 
gales on this coast come from the east and south-east, and 
these are on rare occasions only. Seas from this direction 
are the only ones that affect the jetty at the present time. 
I consider that when the eastern breakwater is finished, 
and a sufficient opening is left, and the harbour is, dredged 
to 30 ft. at low-water spring tides, there will be no difficulty 
in navigating an oversea steamer up to, say, 8,000 to 
10,000 tons. 

1915. Do you look upon Coff’s Harbour as a safe har- 
bour’—Not in its present state. a 

1916. You think it could be made safe by the extension 


of the breakwater?—Yes, by the completion of the south- 
eastern breakwater. 
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1917. Have you noticed any silting up in the harbour? 
—Yes. 

1918. Has it been to any great extent?—In my opinion, 
it has. 

1919. Do you think the completion of the northern 
breakwater will have any effect in preventing that ¢—It 
is hard to say. 

1920. Have you any knowledge of the cargo carried 
from this port’—Only in my own ship. 

1921. What does the Dorrigo carry?—700 tons dead 
weight. 

1922. Do you get a full cargo every trip?—In timber, 
but not in butter or sundries. 

1923. How many trips do you do in the year?—Fifty- 
two. That is what we did last year. 

1924. In easterly weather do you consider that this is 
a safe harbour ?—No. 

1925. How do you get on?—We have to go to sea when 
there is an easterly gale. 

1926. And also in south-easterly weather ?—Yes, that is 
if we have exceptionaly rcugh weather. 

1927. Will the completion of the breakwater on ‘the 

eastern side afford any protection in easterly weather ?— 
Yes. 
1928. You say that if the harbour is dredged to 30 feet 
there will be no difficulty in navigating an overseas 
steamer up to 8,000 or 10,000 tons. Do you think there 
is a reasonable prospect of a vessel of that description 
getting sufficient tonnage here?—I cannot answer that. 
I know nothing of the back country. 

1929. Do you think that a 10,000-ton vessel would come 
here in any weather ?—Not in any weather. 

1930. Would you take the risk of attempting to bring 
in such a vessel in a moderate south-easterly gale?—I 
would not attempt it. 

1931. The weather would have to be moderately fine to 
enable you to mancuvre a very large vessel in this port? 
—Yes. 

1982. You would not hesitate to take such a vessel into 
Sydney Harbour in the same weather?—No. 

1933. Do the other boats in the same line get fair car- 
goes here every trip?—Yes, as much as they can earry. 

19384. The North Coast steamers, which also trade 
here, do they get a fair amount of cargo’—They are as 
full as they can carry. 

1935. During your twenty-one years’ experience you say 
that you have only lost two days at Coff’s Harbour ?—Yes, 
with that exception I have been able to keep my time 
table. 

1936. Mr. Travers.] Do you gall in at any other port ?— 
Only Woolgoolga and Newcastle. 

1937. Do you get much cargo at Woolgoolga?—lIt 
varies, but sometimes we get 20,000 feet of tiznber. 

1938. That is small as compared with what you get 
here ’—Yes, this is our main port, 

1939. When the two breakwaters are completed, will 
there be any difficulty in manipulating a big ship here? 
—Not in moderate weather. 

1940. With an easterly gale blowing would a large vessel 
be exposed to danger in attempting to berth inside?—I 
think you would always be able to get away and get out. 

1941, What is true of Coff’s Harbour in heayy weather 
would be equally true of any harbour along the coast ¢— 
Yes, in weather from the south-east or east. 

1942. With an easterly gale blowing would you try to 
get the Dorrigo in?’—I would not come near any port 
with an easterly gale blowing. 

1943. Would you care to attempt it if the two break- 
waters were finished’—I would come and have a look 
and form my own opinion. 

1944. Mr, Burke.] Which would make the best deep-sea 
port, Coff’s Harbour or Byron Bay?—You have more gea- 
room in Byron Bay, but you haye a better natural har- 
bour here. see Tih] LB 

1945. Would a vessel be safer in Coff’s Harbour than 
at Byron Bay in the event of a breakwater being con- 
structed ?—I think Coff’s Harbour would be the safer. 


96 


iVitnesses—S. Coulter and W. Wiley, 21 June, 1€21. 


1946. Can Byron Bay accommodate a vessel of greater 
tonnage than Coff’s Harbour?—It all depends on the 
area you would take in at Byron Bay. 

1947. You say that a vessel of from 8,000 to 10,000 
tons could be accommodated here under certain circum- 
stances; could a vessel of greater tonnage be accom- 
modated at Byron Bay?—No. 

1948. Taking it all round you do not think Byron Bay 
has any advantage over this port ?—No. 

1949. Chairman.] Have you noticed any silting at the 
southern end of the bay since the construction of the 
wharf ?’—WNo, only on the north side. 

1950. Would you regard this as a harbour of refuge 
for small craft in an easterly gale?—Yes. 

1951. What portion would you shelter in?—On the 
south-easterly side. 

1952. Could you shelter a boat of the size of the 
Dorrigo’—Yes, when the breakwater is finished. 

1953. Mr. Mahony.] What is the range here?—From 
6 to 8 feet. 


William Wiley, farmer, North Korrora, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1954. Air. Doe.] What evidence do you wish to put before 
the Committee ?—] have been acquainted with this country 
since 1887. I was for cight years prospecting the head of 
the Clarence waters, and for two years at Ward’s Mistake. 
I was mining for copper. There are some very fine copper 
shows in that part of the country, but owing to the high 
cost of cartage it was not possible to work them, and I 
had to abandon them. That was in 1911. I have travelled 
over a large area of the country which will be served by 
the proposed line. In the course of my travels I came 
across several very fine permanent waterfalls. The falls 
on the Henry River are something over 1,000 feet, and 
those on the Aberfoyle over 800 feet. The proposed line 
will pass within 8 or 9 miles of them. Those falls would 
provide splendid power at small cost for manufacturing. 


One of the things which struck me most in that country - 


was the beautiful water and the climate for manufacturing, 
and the possibiliites of the development of electrical power. 
From the standpoint of mixed farming the country offers 
great possibilities. -At Ward’s Mistake I saw turnips of 
from 16 to 18 lb. weight. That shows that the land is 
suitable for agriculture. Coming through to the Guy 
Fawkes, you have scme of the finest potato-growing coun- 
try in Australia. There is a good deal of basaltic country 
which for mixed farming purposes would be most fertile. 
In addition, there are some splendid patches of timber, 
not so much on the open country as towards the falls. 
Reverting again to the mineral resources of the country, 
I might say if the railway is built there is every prospect 
that the copper lodes will be worked. There is a good deal 
of country between Guy Fawkes and Guyra well suited 
for mixed farming and closer settlement. Several men are 
doing well with sheep farms of from 600 to 1,280 acres 
in extent. The greatest disadvantage under which that 
country at present suffers is the difficulty of getting pro- 
duce to market. At the present time potatoes are £18 per 
ton. I can buy them in the Guy Fawkes district for £6 
per ton, and I am running a motor lorry to Guy Fawkes 
in order to bring the produce to Bellingen and Coff’s Har- 
bour. That shows the disadvantage farmers are under in 
that locality. 

1955. The mineral deposit in the vicinity of Ward’s 
Mistake, is it copper ?—About 6 miles east there is a copper 
show, but it is unpayable under present conditions. 

1956. What is the percentage of copper?—Some of it 
would average 9 per cent. with 2 dwt. of gold and 16 oz. of 
silver. I have had assays up to as high as 75 per cent. of 
copper. 

1957. In how many places have you discovered copper ’— 
Three. One is about 14 miles, and the other 4 miles from 
the first place. Those shows would be about 9 miles from 
the proposed railway. 


1958. Could the ore be carted to the railway profitably ? 
—Yes. 

1959. How is it that all our copper mines are closed 
down to-day, even where they have railway transport avail- 
able?~Many years ago we sent copper ore to Sydney, and 
they charged 30s. per ton for treatment; now they charge 
£3 per ton up to 10 per cent., and so much per unit over 
that. It is the high cost of treatment and the low price 
of copper on the London market which makes copper min- 
ing unprofitable to-day. 


1960. In the eevnt of the railway being built, what 
would happen to remove your diffieulty?—One thing is 
that with electrical power the cost of mining operations 
could ke materially reduced. There is a splendid waterfall 
within a mile of one of those shows. There is no reason 
why a good deal of the ore could not be treated in the 
vicinity. My own opinion is that there will be an improve- 
ment in our metal markets for some years to come. Stocks 
which were accumulated during the war are becoming 
depleted, and there must be an improvement before long. 


1961. With a railway within 9 or 10 miles of these 
mines, could they be worked under present conditions ?— 
You could pick out a lot of ore which would be sent away. 


‘That is the policy the average miner has to follow until he 


can get a treatment plant. 


1962. You speak of the possibility of manufacturing on 
the tableland, what have you in mind ?—The establishment 
of industries such as wool-scouring and even woollen mills, 
because of the cheap power which could be made ayailable. 


1963. Do you think people would send wool there to be 
scoured ?—There is wool in that country which could be 
scoured. If the railway is constructed there will be closer 
settlement. There is a large area of land at present locked 
up in big stations. 

1964. But would it not still be cattle country ?—I think 
there would be a good deal of mixed farming. 


1965. Would there be any number of sheep run on those 
areas ?’—Many years ago much of that country would not 
carry a sheep, but it has become sweetened in recent years, 
and it is doing better. There is no reason why woollen 
mills should not be established in view of the water power 
which is available. 

1966. What goods would be manufactured ?—Leather 
goods, boots. I <=: locking at the cheap power, and the 
country is well able to provide that. 


1967. What does it cost to produce electrical power in 
those places ?—The first outlay is heavy, but once the plant 
is installed there would be an abundance of cheap power. 


1968. But you would want a considerable number of 
factories to justify the installation of a hydro-electric 
plant?—I think it would be a small matter to harness up 
that power. They harnessed up the Styx to run the battery 
at the Elanora mine, bringing the power 19 miles. 


1969. You spoke of bringing potatoes by motor lorries; 
what would be the carriage from Ebor to Bellingen ?—I 
am getting £7 per ton for carting. What I am bringing 
will be used locally. The freight to Sydney is £2 per ton. 


1970. Mr. Mahony.] Have you considered whether it is 
better to bring the raw material to the power or take the 
power to the raw material?—In America they are taking 
electricity developed by hydro-electric schemes a distance 
of 400 miles. 


1971. You have to bring the raw material to the power, 
and send the finished product to the market ?—This railway 
would be the most suitable means to bring articles manu- 
factured on the tableland to a port. It would not really 
matter whether you brought the raw material to the port 
and had it manufactured there, but the country is ideal 
for manufacturing purposes. When they take up fruit- 
growing other factories should be established. 


1972. With regard to mining, what price for copper 
would enable the mines to be opened up?—Anything in 
the vicinity of from £75 to £80 per ton. 
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William Smith, farmer, Coffs Harbour, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1973. Mr. Travers.] Do you hold any position locally — 
I am director of the local butter factory, and was formerly 
secretary of the A.P.U. 

1974. You wish to give evidence in regard to the pro- 
posal to construct a railway from Dorrigo to Guyra?—Yes, 
I have a statement to submit: I have been engaged in 
mixed farming for thirty years, many years on the South 
Coast previous to the construction of the Illawarra railway. 
I have carefully noted the effect of that railway on the 
prosperity of the districts it passes through. Farmers 
were at once enabled to make a better living of a quarter 
of the area they were struggling to exist on previously to 
the advent of the railway. The same thing will take place 
all along this North Coast and Dorrigo area if the present 
Dorrigo railway is extended to Guyra. The extension of 
this line will enable the coastal farmers, who hold what is 
recognised as a living area to subdivide and make two or 
three living areas, thereby making room for considerably 
more settlement. I have travelled over the country through 
which this proposed railway will pass, and a considerable 
area is suitable for farming and dairying purposes. With 
this line opened great markets for the exchange of products 
will be made available to the coastal and tableland pro- 
ducers. ‘Two-thirds of the whole output of butter of New 
_ South Wales is produced on the North Coast, and Coff’s 
Harbour is the centre of this district, from which this 
large percentage of the New South Wales output is pro- 
duced. The whole of the north-west butter production is 
confined to six months of the year. During the remaining 
six months their supplies are drawn from Sydney or New- 
castle. If this line were opened these supplies would be 
sent direct from this Coast, thus saving a considerable 
amount of freight and handling. The farmers of the North 
Coast look forward to the time when the exportable surplus 
of butter can be shipped direct from our North Coast 
Harbours, thus saving the cost of freight and handling 
necessary under the present system of forwarding to Syd- 
ney, which is a bad port for export purpose, owing to the 
fact that there is no cold storage on the water front. This 
state of affairs would not exist at Coff’s Harbour when 
the harbour works are completed, and cold stores are erected 
on the water front, with the railway running past the doors. 
This port will then serve the north-west as well as the 
coast. It is the intention of the Department of Agricul- 
ture to erect central offices at Coff’s Harbour, with labora- 
tories from which the dairy branch will administer their 
business on the North Coast and tablelands. 

1975. What is the area of your farm?—250 acres. 

1976. How long have you been here?—Eighteen years. 

1977. What are you doing on your farm?—Dairying 
and mixed farming, though not much mixed farming, 
because we are too far from a market. 

1978. How many cows do you run?—An average of 
sixty. 

1979. You say that the construction of a line to Guyra 
will enable the coastal farmers to subdivide and make 
two or three living areas out of their holdings, thus 
affording room for considerably more settlement—does 
that refer to the farmers right’on the coast ?—Yes. 

1980. In your own case would the construction of the 
line influence you to subdivide?—Yes. I could grow a 
little fruit and other side-lines which are not possible 
now. I have tried citrus fruite, but the difficulty is to 
dispose of them. 

1981. A line to Guyra would open up a new market in 
the west and north-west ?—Yes. 

1982. Do you think there would be any appreciable area 
of country between Guyra and Dorrigo, on 250 acres of 
which a man could make a decent living with mixed 
farming?—Yes; but after you get past Ebor you should 
not confine the mixed farmer to too small an area. On 
the tablelands dairying ceases in the cold weather. The 
farmers would want something to tide them over that 
period, and they could run a few cattle or sheep which 
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do remarkably well. If he conducts his business on 
common-sense lines a dairyman should be able to do well 
on that country. 

1983. Are there many men on areas of 250 acres here 
who are doing well?’—From that to 300 acres is the 
average farm. 

1984. Do you think your neighbours would go in for 
fruit-growing, find a market in the west and subdivide? 
—They are looking for the chance. We could grow fruit 
here which they cannot grow in the west. 

1985. What will happen when the North Coast line is 
completed ;—do you think certain articles which now go 
by boat will go by rail?—TI think everything should go by 
rail. If we had cool carriages for butter we should be 
all right. 

1986. When you can send your stuff to Sydney direct 
by rail there will be less necessity for an up-to-date har- 
bour at Coff’s Harbour?—No, because most of our ex- 
portable butter comes from the North Coast district. 

1987. Do you think there would be an inducement for 
deep-sea vessels to come here and take away your pro- 
duce ?—Yes. 

1988. Mr. Drwmmond.| Do you agree with the state- 
ment that if this railway connection is given there will 
be a considerable demand for seed potatoes from the table- 
land?—I think the coastal farmers will give up potato- 
growing and go in for other production which will be 
more profitable. 

1989. We are told there is a constant demand on the 
coast, even at present, for seed potatoes grown on the 
tableland?—That is so. 

1990. The tableland is recognised as a chaff district? 
—Yes, it is essentially a fodder-growing district. 

1991. Haye you any reason to believe that there would 
be an outlet on the coast for that chaff?—Yes, I am cer- 
tain we would not look to Sydney for the hundreds of 
tons of chaff which come in now. The climate here is 
too moist to make good hay. 


Victor Frederick Bacon, public accountant, Coff’s 
Harbour, sworn, and examined :— 


1992. Mr. Cameron.] You have a prepared statement 
to submit to the Committee?—Yes. The Guyra-Dorrigo 
railway will pay if it is extended to Inverell or Narrabri. 
The area to feed the line will comprise between 20,000 
and 30,000 square miles, or an area about the size of 
Tasmania, or twice the size of Belgium. The quick and 
cheap interchange of products between the east and the 
west and the tablelands would act almost like the elixir 
of life upon the inhabitants of both the west and the 
east, and also upon the residents of the tablelands. No 
longer would the grazier and the cattleman from the table- 
lands and the western slopes and plains have to sit idly 
and despairingly by and watch his sheep and his cattle 
die for want of grass and water, even though but 100 or 
200 miles away on the North Coast there was grass and 
water in abundance. The tragedy of millions of sheep 
and scores of thousands of calves being continually sacri- 
ficed on the altar of the grim, relentless, monster drought, 
would fade away into oblivion like a hideous nightmare. 
Great stock trains would come out of the stricken west 
and pour their precious burden along the fertile slopes 
and valleys, hills, and plains of the coastal belt. In ten 
years enough stock with their future offspring and their 
wool and mutton, and skins, hides, and beef, would be 
saved to build three or four coast-tableland railways. 
With the railway and good roads built from the coast 
to Guyra, big estates would be subdivided and the popu- 
lation would flow out along the route of the railway of 
its own accord, and with very little Government en- 
couragement and help would turn the wilderness into 
garden. Many little townships would spring up along 
the route, and social and educational facilities of the 
best character would be brought within easy reach of the 


98 


Witnesses—V. F. Bacon and H. R. Townson, 21 June, 1921. 


“ outback farmer.” The building of the Dorrigo-Guyra- 
Inverell line, and the development at the same time of 
the Nymboida, Rocky Oreek, and other hydro-electric 
schemes, and the opening of the Clarence River mouth, 
and the completion of Coff’s Harbour as a deep-sea port, 
would provide all the factors necessary and essential to 
encourage a big inflow of capital from Sydney and Bris- 
bane, and particularly from Great Britain. It is self- 
evident that it would be a very unstatesman-like and 
unbusiness-like proposition to spend, say, half a million 
pounds in constructing a safe and commodious deep-sea 
port at Coff’s Harbour, unless at the same time railways 
extending long distances to the north, south, and west 
were built, and along which a rapidly-increasing stream 
of products from our primary and secondary industries 
would flow to the port of Coff’s Harbour. It would be 
equally foolish and useless to build railways as above to 
the Clarence River and Coff’s Harbour, unless at the same 
time either or both of these embryo ports were planned 
to be progressively constructed to cope with the ever- 
increasing volume of traffic. If it is a fact, as is stated 
by unbiased experts who ought to know, that a great 
amount of money would have to be spent in removing the 
rock bar at the mouth of the Clarence River, and in con- 
structing protective breakwaters before this noble river 
can be made into a deep-sea port, as it undoubtedly will 
be made some day, then there ig no alternative but to 
make Coff’s Harbour the first deep-sea port on the North 
Coast between Port Stephens and Brisbane. Until the 
Clarence River is opened, therefore, and when the 
Clarence River bridge at Grafton is built, it is highly 
probable that the products of the secondary industries 
which will spring up around Grafton when cheap power 
from hydro-electricity is available, and which are destined 
for oversea markets, will be sent quickly and cheaply by 
rail to Coff’s Harbour to be loaded straight into the holds 
of the home and foreign and Interstate ships, which, with 
plenty of cargo offering, will make Coff’s Harbour a 
regular port of eall. As a seaside and tourist resort, 
Coff’s Harbour in time to come will be without a serious 
rival on the North Coast. Its incomparable beaches, surf- 
ing, &., will make Coff’s Harbour the Brighton and the 
Bournemouth of Asistralia. 

1993. It is estimated that the interest charge on the 
capital cost of the proposed line will be £86,000 per year 
and the working cost of one daily train £26,000 per year, 
and the most favourable view that can be taken in regard 
to the revenue is £138,000 per year, or half the cost of run- 
ning a train—do you care to express any opinion on those 
figures ?—I would not hesitate to say that the estimate of 
revenue is absurd, For instance, you have evidence that 
between 200,000 and 300,000 fat sheep would in all pro- 
bability come towards the coast over the proposed line. I 
think there is also evidence that sheep could be hauled for 
£10 per truck. The cost of bringing 200,000 sheep 200 
miles to the coast to be distributed north and south, as 
well as along the route, would in itself amount to more 
than £13,000, 

1994. Is there any guarantee that all those sheep would 
be brought by train’—They would not be driven long dis- 
tances. Sheep must be brought quickly, otherwise they 
deteriorate. We want sheep on the coast. Sometimes 
weeks elapse before we can get mutton or lamb, and then 
it is hardly eatabk. 

1995. Your opinion is that the revenue would be con- 
siderable from that source alone?—There is not a shadow 
of doubt. 

1996. Does the country along the surveyed route lend 
itself to closer settlement ?—Yes. 

1997. What estates will be cut up?—I only know of one, 
the White’s. They have one or more estates which they 
have promised to cut up when the railway goes past. 

1998. Are they prepared to undertake the settlement on 
their own initiative?—That is immaterial; the thing is 
that the land will be cut up for closer settlement, 


1959. I take it that you favour a line from Dorrigo to 
Guyra with an extension on to Inverell?—Yes, I know 
the country well. 

2000. Mr. Drummond.| With regard to the tourist possi- 
bilities, have you had any experience which would lead 
you to believe that if facilities were provided they would 
be availed of to any extent?—Yes. The people on the table- 
land want to come in this direction, and if they do come 
we are prepared to provide facilities to accommodate them. 
Last year from November to March two trains eame every 
week-end from Grafton, bringing 600 or 700 people to the 
beaches. The people from Dorrigo and hundreds of miles 
back will come here, I am sure. 

2001. Have you had any personal experience of the land 
to the west of the tablelands?’—Yes, I lived in Inverell. 
That country would be a great feeder for the proposed line. 

2002. Do you consider that a connection with Inverell 
is essential to the suecess of the proposed line?’—Yes, it is 
almost imperative that the line should be extended beyond 
Guyra to Inverell. 


Harold Rowlan Townson, paymaster, Public Works De- 
partment, Coff’s Harbour jetty, sworn, and examined :— 


2008. Chairman.] What is the nature of the evidence you 
wish to give?—I wish to offer some information in regard 
to the harbour generally and the accommodation it will 
provide when the scheme is completed as proposed. The 
harbour will then carry 17 acres with a depth of 30 feet. 
By dredging that area could be increased to 60 acres with 
87 acres 20 feet deep. That will increase the present ac- 
ecommodation of two coastal vessels to four costal vessels. 
The scheme provides for two new jetties, but I consider 
that two more could be built on the southern side along- 
side the others, which would have a depth of water of from 
20 to 30 feet. The proposed jetties will be 650 feet long. 
Compared with Port Kembla, which I know, the harbour 
when the eastern wall is completed, will be safe. 

2004. Mr. Burke.] In your opinion is the harbour suit- 
able for general trade ?—Yes. 

2005. As well as for a deep-sea trade?—Yes, so far as 
the accommodation of the jetties is concerned. “From the 
point of view of safe anchorage once a boat was in it 
would be all right. 

*2006. Would it be safe to enter in a southerly gale?— 
Speaking from my experience of southerly gales at Port 
Kembla, I should say that whilst this harbour might not 
be safe for vessels of 10,000 tons it would be safe for ves- 
sels of 5,000 or 6,000 tons, with a fair sea running. 

2007. Captain Coulter told us that if the breakwater 
was constructed and a gale was blowing he would have a 
look, but he would not say that he would come inside; is 
that a reasonable view of the position ’—Yes, 

2008. Under those circumstances how can you say that 
it would be a safe harbour?—I would go further and say 
that it would be safe so long as a man could manage to get 
his vessel past the entrance. 

2009. Would not the danger be in getting in?—No, the 
entrance is 1,000 feet wide, and that should be safe enough 
to manouvre a vessel in. 

2010. You would be in conflict with a master mariner 
in that matter?I do not profess to know as much about, 
sea-faring as he does, but I think he would be playing 
pretty safe. 

2011. Mr. Drummond.| Have vessels to stand off at Port 
IXembla when there is a rough sea?’—I have seen them 
stand off and come in. It depends on the skipper. 

2012. You think a vessel would be safe enough here 
once it got inside?’—Yes. Of course that is when the 
breakwaters are completed. 


* Foor Nore on Revision.--Since giving evidence re paragraphs Nos. 2006 to 
2010 1 have been convinced by further reasoning that my ideas re safety of port 
are not sound, 


Alfred Lloyd Walsh, assistant shipping agent, Coff’s 
bour jetty, sworn, and examined :— 


2018. Chairman.] Do you wish to present a statement to 
the Committee?—Yes. I have resided here for thirty- 
three years. Seventeen years ago I became agent for 
Langley Brothers, and retained the position until the 
North Coast company assumed the agency. J was then 
manager of the Macleay Steamship Company, and when 
that was taken over by the North Coast Company I 
entered the service of the latter company. I was a direc- 
tor of the butter factory for years. The traffic of the 
port has inereased greatly during the past ten years. 
There have been fluctuations during that time, but there 
has been a steady increase, and since the railway has been 
through to Glenreagh and to Raleigh a further increase 
has occurred, and I am of the opinion that when the 
railway is extended to Dorrigo we shall get more business 
still. 
the line is open to Dorrigo we will get trade for at 
least 20 miles beyond. The northern wall has been a 
great boon to shipping, and the further it goes out the 
safer the harbour will be. During bad weather, when 
every port on the coast was closed, business was going on 
here as usual. The steamers have not missed a trip this 
year. When the works are finished the harbour will be 
perfectly safe for vessels to come in and berth in all 


Har- 


weathers, except when it blows heavily from the east. 


Vessels carrying 8,000 or 9,000 tons could then come in 
here, load up, and get away. The harbour can be further 
deepened as required. About 40,000 boxes of butter are 
exported annually. If the railway is made to Guyra other 
factories would start. In my opinion when the improve- 
ments are finished we shall have a good harbour. 


2014. During the period you have been here have you 
noticed any change in the destination of the timber shipped 
at Coff’s Harbour; have any new markets been opened 
up as the result of the improvements in the port and the 
construction of the North Coast railway ?—AIl the timber 
has been shipped to Sydney. 

2015. In recent years has not some gone to New Zea- 
land?—I recollect two boats loading direct for New Zea- 
land. 

2016. Have there been any recent inquiries for timber 
to be shipped to New Zealand ?’—There are always inuiries 
here, : 

2017. Have those inquiries been more in recent years 
than they were before the harbour improvements were 
commenced ?—There has always been an inquiry here for 
timber for New Zealand since I have been here. 


2018. We noticed some long turpentine logs near the 
jetty; what was their destination?’—Some of those are 
intended for New Zealand. 

2019. With regard to the increased trade which you 
expect from the Dorrigo, what commodities, which you 
do not ship now, would come from that district to be sent 
away from this port?—I think we would get potatoes, 
for one thing. We would also get more butter. It is a 
big handicap to cart butter from Ebor here. And as the 
line was extended we could get more timber. 

2020. Do you know the Tyringham Hmber en oa: 
have been over it. 

2021. Would the completion of the line from Glenreagh 
to Dorrigo result in that district being exploited, and 
sawn logs of timber being brought from Coff’s Harbour 
for shipment?—I think so.” When the line is opened to 
Dorrigo I think several hardwood mills will be estab- 
lished. At present the mills only deal with pine. 


2022. Between Dorrigo and Guyra there are several 
timber areas; would they be tapped, and would the pro- 
duct be shipped at Coff’s Harbour?’—TI see no reason why 
it should not come here, 

2023. The boats you have been looking after during 
your seventeen years’ experience, have they all carried 
sheep ?—Yes, live-stock of all sorts. 


I know the country on to Guy Fawkes, and when ‘ 


purposes a purely local one. 
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2024. Do you agree that it is not a very satisfactory way 
of bringing butchers’ meat to the district?—It makes it 
very expensive, anyhow. Practically all the sheep 
slaughtered here come from Sydney by boat. 

2025. You say there has been an increase of trade from 
Coff’s Harbour due to the construction of the line be- 
tween Glenreagh and Raleigh; is that mainly in timber 
and butter’—Those are the principal things which come 
in. We get a considerable amount of sawn timber from 
Raleigh which previously used to go over the Bellinger 
bar. 

2026. Coff’s Harbour is now drawing trade which pre- 
viously went to Bellingen ?’—Yes, the whole of the butter 
comes here now which used to be shipped from Bellingen, 
and a considerable percentage of the timber. No timber 
came this way until the line from Raleigh was opened. 

2027. Do you consider that, owing to the better facili- 
ties of Cofi’s Harbour, the timber trade of the Bellinger 
will be a diminishing quantity in the future?—I do, 

2028. Mr. Doe.| The boats do miss a trip sometimes ?— 
Yes, occasionally. While I was agent for Langley Bros. 
for three years, I do not think we missed a trip; or if we 
did miss a trip we made up the fifty-two trips in the year 
for three years. 

2029. There are times when it is not possible for a boat 
to enter ?—Yes. 

2080. When the gap in the North Coast line at Macks- 
ville is bridged will there be any alteration in the destina- 
tion of the timber which comes from Raleigh, or once 
it is on the trucks will it go direct to Sydney ?¢—I do not 
think so; it will come this way and be put on board the 
steamer. I believe the smaller hardwoods, like flooring 
boards, will come this way, and that we shall get a con- 
siderable amount of hardwood when the line is finished. 


Sydney Kinred, station-master, Coff’s Harbour, sworn, 


and examined :— 


2031. Mr. Burke.] What is the nature of the evidence 
you wish to give?—I wish to give evidence in regard to 


‘the vast increase there has been in the traffic dealt with 


during the eight months I have been here as compared 
with the corresponding period of last year. Approximately 
3,200 tons more of freight was dealt with during the eight 
months from October to May than for the corresponding 
period in the previous year. So far as the coaching 
tickets are concerned, there was an increase of about 
9,500 during the same period. ‘That represents all the 
tickets issued here. The tonnage is that directly dealt 
with at this station. 

2032, Do you consider that Coff’s Harbour is pro- 
gressing because of that increase in traflic?—Yes, and 
there is every prospect of the increase continuing. 

2038. The increase of 9,500 tickets, what is the signifi- 
cance of that ?—Last year the train was to all intents and 
Now it is open through to 
Sydney. That is responsible for the difference. 

2034. Do you find many tourists coming this way ?— 
Not too many. The gap between Macksville and Uringa 
prevents a lot of people from coming up. 

2035. Mi. Travers.| What percentage would the 3,200 
tons increase of cargo be to the total tonnage which 
passed through the yard?—The total tonnage was 13,114, 
as against 9,823. 

2036. In what kin? of produce did the increase mostly 
oecur /—Timber and logs. 

2037. In which direction did the greatest increase take 
place’—The stations between here and Glenreagh. 

2038. Was all that tonnage taken off here and shipped? 
Practically all of it. JI suppose out of that 60 tons would 
be the local requirement. 

2039. Mr. Drummond.] Is much stuff consigned from 
Grafton to Coff’s Harbour for shipment*—Practically we 
got nothing from beyond Glenreagh. 
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2040. Has there been a steady growth in the tourist 
traffic to Coff’s Harbour’—When the train ran from 
South Grafton here on Sundays there was a big increase 
in the revenue. We had two trains running at first; 
later on the service was cut down to one. 

2041. Do you get much in the way of cased goods by 
steamer for despatch north and south along the line?— 
Yes, a considerable quantity. 

2042. Is that an increasing quantity ?—No, I think it is 
about the same. 

2043. How manuy tons would it represent ?—About 100 
tons a month. 

2044. What proportion goes north and what proportion 
south from here?—I should say 75 per cent. goes south. 

2045. What about chaff, is that increasing in quantity ? 
—It is about the same. It is principally for Dorrigo and 
Bellingen. 


Harold Matthew Henderson, manager, Bank of New 
South Wales, Coff’s Harbour, sworn, and examined :— 


2046. Mr. Mahony.] What evidence do you desire to 
submit in support of the proposed line?—I want to point 
cut the advantages of this as a tourist resort. We have 
as good beaches within the immediate vicinity of Coff’s 
Harbour as are to be found anywhere along the coast. I 
know all the beaches around Sydney, and I have been on 
most of the beaches on the North Coast. Nature has 
provided Coff’s Harbour with the best of facilities in 
that regard. Connection by rail with the tableland will 
enable a lot of people to come down to the coast. I had 
some experience on the Clarence. I saw the development 
of Yamba. That place sprang up within five years, and 
became a popular seaside resort, though it is 40 miles 
from a railway. The people at Grafton like to go to 
the beaches, but they are too far away. Now that we 
are connected by rail I believe they will come to Coff’s 
Harbour. I have met people from Inverell and from the 
cold climates who would be only too glad of the oppor- 
tunity to get to the seaside in winter in order to escape 


the cold weather on the highlands. With a very little 
expenditure the necessary conveniences could be provided 
on the beaches at Coff’s Harbour, and if we have a rail- 
way to open up the hinterland I believe many people who 
now go to Sydney and Manly will come here. 


2047 Do you think there will be a tourist traffic of 
suffcient magnitude to help finance this railway ?—I do. 
When the train was running here from South Grafton at 
least 700 people used to arrive on Sunday. Judging by 
the amount of tourist traffic to other beaches, such as 
Yamba, Tweed Heads, and other places along the coast, 
J think it is only a matter of fixing up our beaches and 
providing facilities and people will come here, and in 
that way provide revenue for the railway. 


2048. But people coming from Grafton would not use 
the proposed railway?—There are other people inland 
who are fond of the seaside, who would come this way. 


‘In my opinion the people of Dorrigo and to the west of 


Dorrigo would use the proposed line to come here for 
holiday purposes. 

2049. Do you think the people in this locality would 
develop a tourist traffic to the tableland?—I do. There 
would be an interchange in that regard. We all recog- 
nise the benefit we would derive from a visit to the 
highlands. 

2050. Chairman.] Is this a sound district?—Yes. As 
proof of that I might mention that there are two banks 
exclusive of the Savings Bank, and ten officers. From 
the security standpoint our principal securities are dairy 
farms and country lands, and they are absolutely safe. 
Values are improving every year. As the farming lands 
are improved so the value improves. In addition the 
roads of access are also being improved, and that in turn 
helps to increase the value of the property. As regards 
town property, values here are very high as compared 
with other places. The geographical position of Coff’s 
Harbour is such that it is the natural terminus of a cross- 
country line. Everything points to a big prospective 
value for this town. 


. 


PRIDAY, 22 JUNE, 1928. 
[The Committee met in the Public Hail, Glenreagh. | 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Caiman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Mavoxy. 
Francis Micuart Burke. Esa. 


WitiiaM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Doz, Esq. 
Daviyp Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Albert Johnson, saw-miller, Glenreagh, sworn, and 
examined :— 


2051. Chairman.| How long have you been in the dis- 
trict?—About fourteen years at Glenreagh, Nana Glen, 
and Coff’s Harbour. 

2052. You have a statement prepared for submission 
to the Committee’—Yes, the evidence I tender is offered 
by the Glenreagh Chamber of Commerce. Area: The 
area covered by the evidence is bounded as follows:— 
Starting from Moonee Entrance (between COoff’s Har- 
bour and Woolgoolga) northwards along the coast to 
Dirty Creck, thence in a general westerly direction to the 
junction of Nymboida and Little Nymboida rivers. From 
this point south-east to Coast Range, taking in Eastern 
Dorrigo, thence north-east to starting-point. Rainfall: 
This district is in the 40 inches to 50 inches area. Pro- 
ductivity: The area under consideration is not extolled 
as an outstanding section of this northern district, 
but it is a fair sample of the North Coast generally, 
which is to say that it comprises some of the most fertile 
lk :d in the Commonwealth. Statistics as to temperature, 


rainfall, and humidity are so easily accessible from 
official compilations that the Chamber does not propose 
to reproduce them here, except to draw attention to the 


-fact that droughts, as understood elsewhere, are prac- 


tically non-existent. Even the comparative droughts, 
with which certain areas have been effected, have not 
been general in the area in question. Experimental and 
trial crops have demonstrated again and again that this 
area, with its rich goil, good rainfall and innumerable 
watercourses, is capable of furnishing crops which would 
supply, not only the North-central Tableland and North- 
west Slopes, with many agricultural products, but the 
whole of New South Wales, if necessity arose. That the 
district hag not been developed to a greater extent is 
solely due to the fact that communications have been so 
wretched in the past. It is a marvel that men ever had 
the heart to come here and stop. Unless these areas have 
more direct, rapid, and reliable connection with the in- 
terior the rich lands will never be developed to the extent 
they deserve. As would be expected of any area so splen- 


didly timbered as this is, natural grassea of great pastaral 
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value abound. As any cattle man knows, the Kangaroo 
grass of the coastal edge is a great fattener, and even on 
these sections where the despised “bladey” is found no 
beast would starve. It was the natural grass which 
brought the squatter in the first place, and kept him 
with heavily-stocked cattle stations. On the Dorrigo end 
the English grasses, such as cocksfoot, rye grass, &¢., 
have been successfully introduced. All the pastures of 
the area have a fair proportion of couch and clover, while 
prairie grass has also been well established in places. The 
dairymen have introduced paspalum with good results; 
this demonstrates the district’s fertility, if nothing else 
does. Of fodder grasses, it has been demonstrated that 
Rhodes and Sudan grasses grow luxuriantly, both being 
excellent material for silage and hay. The same may be 
said of barley, sorghums, and several varieties of millet, 
Thew, and Bobs wheats. All these crops have been actu- 
ally grown. Perhaps of all fodders nothing commands 
more respect than lucerne. Now it is a recognised agri- 
eultural axiom that without lime lucerne cannot be 
grown. Over small areas it has been demonstrated that 
lucerne of good quality can be grown on our alluvial 
flats, after the application of lime. But without lime, 
which the tableland could supply cheaply and quickly, we 
eannot profitably produce the large quantity of lucerne 
they would undoubtedly consume. With a through rail- 
way these disabilities would at once be removed. Maize 
of course is the great crop of this district; not that it is 
the one crop which might be profitable, but because this 
is a section of a district—all cut off from direct market 
—which has been forced in self-defence to concentrate on 
a product which it can supply in such quantity that it 
controls the markets, and would continue to do so if 
freights were even higher. While admitting the quantity 
and quality of maize produced on the tablelands, we also 
realise that the majority of maize used on the slopes and 
plains generally is coast-grown, and what a price they 
pay for it after the present tremendous haulage? Given 
a market, not a Sydney market, overstocked with County of 
Cumberland citrus fruits, there cannot be any doubt 
whatever of the capacity and certainty of supply of this 
district. Hundreds of lemon-trees are to be seen grow- 
ing wild, laden with marketable fruit. Cultivation of 
citrus trees is unknown. We gather splendid oranges and 
mandarines in open paddocks, with the grass matted 
about the stems as it has been for many years. The 
limit usually placed on the life of trees of this type does 
not apply. A tree almost 40 years old has a girth of 
6 feet and spread cf over 80, yet it is laden with splen- 
did oranges this season. We know the demand for citrus 
fruits on the tableland, and under the circumstances there 
could be no doubt that this would be the area of supply 
were rapid transit at a reasonable figure available. We 
are not devoid of banana land on the coastal section 
either. Bananas have been, and are being, grown suc- 
cessfully, but only in a small way, again for the reason 
there is no transport, except by road. Minerals: The dis- 
trict is highly mineralised, and, though there is not much 
gold-mining at the moment, we are only suffering from 
the common depression in that respect. We are on the 
Nymboida coal beds, and a fair prospect has been ob- 
tained about half a mile from Glenreagh. The official 
essay of a sample of this coal is produced. In view of 
the facet that hydro-electricity will revolutionise industry 
in this district and attract industrial enterprise, we 
would mention that there are large tested deposits of 
ironstone towards Woolgoolga, which, taken with the lime- 
stone deposits now being prospected in the Nymboida 
Valley, would possibly justify a railway on their own 
claims in the future. Forest wealth of the area: State 
forests. About 95,000 acres of the area have been per- 
manently dedicated as State forests, of which about 
54,000 acres are virgin forest. These areas are either 
adjacent to or are easily accessible to existing railways. 
It is the policy of the Forestry Commission to manage 
the fores\; (n such a way as to maintain a perpetual 


Witness— A. Johnson, 22 June. 1923. 


supply. Alienated land: The area also contains consider- 
able forest wealth in alienated lands, held under con- 
ditional purchase, conditional purchase lease, conditional 
leases, homestead farms, special and Crown leases. Ap- 
proximate timber area about 50,000 acres. Kinds and 
quality of timber: The whole timber area contains large 
quantities of the finest hardwood in the State, with belts 
of softwoods on the higher altitudes, or western portion. 
Hardwood includes the following :—Ironbark, tallowwood, 
grey, spotted, flooded, blue and red gums, stringybark, 
blackbutt, grey box, turpentine, red and white mahogany, 
and brush box. Softwood includes red cedar, beech, rose- 
wood, hoop pine, coachwood, sassafras, and crab-apple. 
Industry: Hardwood saw-mills are already established at 
Woolgoolga, Dundoo, Sherwood, Glenreagh, Nana Glen, 
Central Bucca, and Coramba, and softwood saw-mills at 
Ashton, Bobo, and Brooklana. The bulk of the product 
is shipped to the Sydney market. Two other mills are in 
the course of erection at Mole Creek and Lowanna, large 
areas of virgin hardwood being available at this point. 
Considerable supplies of girders, poles, and railway 
sleepers have been forwarded from the various sidings. 
This branch of the industry is yet only in its infancy, 
and a big impetus must follow the opening of the Glen- 
reagh-Dorrigo railway. Should the propvosed railway, 
Dorrigo to Guyra, be constructed, the forest wealth re- 
ferred to would be available for transport to the table- 
lands and north-west, which at present are compelled to 
pay higher prices for inferior timber. Value of forest 
areas for grazing: Practically the whole of the State 
forest areas are at present held under occupation permits, 
for grazing etock, thus proving that the land generally is 
suitable for grazing purposes. With facilities provided 
for quick removal this should prove a valuable relief in 
time of drought to the stock-owners in the western areas. 
Besides the ports of Coff’s Harbour, and the Clarence, 
there is the seaport of Woolgoolga, situated 16 miles 
north of Coff’s Harbour. It is 12 miles in a direct line 
from the main North Coast railway line, and can be 
linked up through the Bucca Valley to Nana Glen, or 
through the Sherwood Valley to Sherwood Station. It is 
an open seaport, splendidly protected from rough weather, 
and has the North Coast Steam Navigation Company’s 
fleets and Langley Brothers’ service trading there weekly 
in butter, fish, fruit, maize, and timber. It also is a 
very popular seaside resort, having a natural drainage, 
several good beaches, three lakes, and excellent fishing. 
There are also three other popular resorts in the near 
vicinity, much patronised during the holidays, known as 
Moonee, Shelley, and Red Rock, with good fishing and 
oysters. The industries in this district are chiefly dairy- 
ing, maize, citrus, banana, and pineapple cultivation, and 
four saw-mills with an annual capacity of over 9,000,000 
super feet. There are also five State forests in the dis- 
trict, which carry chiefly hardwoods. These forests and 
adjacent Crown lands are well grassed with native 
grasses, and, together with private holdings, have accom- 
modated up to 5,000 head of cattle from the drought- 
stricken areas. It is a district with an excellent rainfall, 
and can be much developed for carrying stock in dry 
seasons. 


2053. The deposits of coal to which you have referred, 
are they in the vicinity ?-Théy extend from the railway 
towards the coast, and experts contend that it is the same 
belt which runs right through to the Nymboida. 


2054. You submit a departmental analysis of the coal 
obtained within a short distance of the Glenreagh railway 
station, and a tabulated statement of the rainfall of the 
district from 1914 to 1923?—Yes. 


2055. Generally speaking, what greater results do you 
expect to flow from the extension of the line now under 
construction to Dorrigo as far as Guyra than you pre- 
viously hoped for from the completion of the North Coast 
line? We have a lot of products here which are not now 
saleable and for which we hope to find a good market. 
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9056. What are those products?—Maize, citrus fruits, 
and timber. We consider that we can also supply the 
tableland with good fish. Schnapper fishing is extensively 
earried on at Woolgoolga. 

2057. Why do you anticipate that the construction of 
the proposed line will give you a new market for your 
maize, seeing that between Dorrigo and Guyra they can 
grow maize for themselves'—They grow it, but we still 
cart by motor lorries as far as Glen Innes and from 
Dorrigo towards Armidale. 

2058. In what seasons do you send maize in that diree- 
tion ?——There is a steady trade up there. 

2059. You think that you would be able to find a market 
in the west for your citrus fruits if you produce them for 
trade purposes ’—Yes. 

2060. Also a market for your timber; do you send any 
timber in that direction now ?—They send it from Dorrigo, 
but the haulage is heavy. It costs 19s. from below Ebor 
to take it into Armidale. We do not send any timber from 
here. 

2061. There are some very large timber areas of both 
softwoods and hardwoods between Dorrigo and Guyra; 
would you expect this district to compete against those 
forests?’—No. The railway freight would be a bit better 
for them, but we are doubtful whether the demands of the 
west could be met from those areas. 

2062. You say that many agricultural products would go 
west; what have you in your mind other than those you 
have mentioned *—Our land is so well adapted for growing 
fodders that we could grow sufficient to supply the west. 

2063. Has any attempt been made to develop the coal 
deposit to which you have referred in view of the fact that 
you have a customer at your doors in the shape of the 
railways?—They have been working on it. It has only 
just been opened, but there is every evidence that the seam 
runs right through to Nymboida. During the strike coal 
from this source was used for the North Coast fleet. 

2064. Generally speaking, where do the farmers in this 
district ship their produce ?—Coff’s Harbour, Woolgoolga, 
and the Clarence. 

2065. What do they send to the Clarence for shipment? 
Timber, maize, and dairy products. 

2066. Are they mostly consigned to Sydney ?—Yes. 
Sometimes the stuff is sent one way, sometimes another. 

2067. Has the construction of this portion of the North 
Coast line, which enables you to get either to the Clarence, 
Woolzoolga, or Coffs Harbour, stimulated production in 
the district ?—Yes, it has made quite a difference. 

2068. Mr. Doe.] Is the coal on Crown or on private 
lands’—On Crown lands which have been reserved for 
mining purposes. It was an old reserve, and the Lands 
Department recently notified that it had to be left out of 
the land taken up. The present prospectors have a lease 
of an area of it. 

2069. Is lucerne grown extensively in this district ?—Not 
so much here as on the Clarence. 

2070. Mr. Trravers.]| You say there are four sawmills 
with a capacity of 9,000,000 super. feet; is that output or 
capacity ?—Output. 

2071. Most of that timber, I gather, goes to Sydney *+— 
Except what we want for local requirements. 

2072. Why do you divide the trade between the Clarence, 
Woolgoola, and Coff’s?’—We prefer the Olarence, but 
although all the stuff is consigned to Sydney, there is a 
differential freight on the railways, and any stuff going to 
the Clarence is charged a 10 per cent. penalty, whereas 
if it is sent south they just charge the rate. It all depends 
which way is most convenient at the time. The Coff’s 
Harbour people have not so far completed the port, and 
in the absence of the number of jetties we sometimes have 
difficulty in meeting the boat. 

2073. Does the bulk of the timber from the district go 
to Coff’s Harbour?—It is about equal to both places. 

2074. Mr. Mahony.] Where does the stock which is fat- 
tened here come from?—During sever droughts on the 
Richmond and in the west stock has been brought from 


Tenterfield way, and some from tke upper Richmond. I 
was referring more particularly to the district round about 
Woolgoolga. There is a big belt of country on Kangaroo 
Creek which earries good grass for depasturing. 

2075. Chairman.|] How much of the area to which your 
figures relate will be catered for when the line under con- 
struction to Dorrigo is finished?’—The greater portion of 
it; practically all except the Woolgoolga side. 

2076. The general trend of your evidence is that although 
the completion of the line from Glenreagh will satisfy local 
needs, you want something bigger in the way of a western 
market ’—That is it. We realise the immense possibilities 
there are for the development of hydro-electric power. We 
want to see secondary industries started. They have the 
wheat and the wool in the west, and we want that produce 
to come in this direction to be manufactured where cheap 
power is available. We expect to see considerable develop- 
ment in the district in that way. 

2077. We have evidence to the effct that the construction 
of the line with the provision of cheap electrical power 
would pave the way for the starting of certain industries, 
such as wool-washing, canning, cloth-making, and so on; 
do you endorse that opinion !—Yes. 


Farquhar Maxwell, farmer and grazier, Kangaroo Creek, 
South Grafton, sworn, and examined :— 


2078. Mr. Burke.| Are you favourable to extension 
of the line from Dorrigo on to Guyra?—Yes. I have an 
intimate knowledge of the district. In addition to interests 
in the immediate locality, the family have had interests in 
the Hernani and Ebor districts. When we have a surplus of 
beef cattle we look to the New England and the north-west 
as our market and as fattening districts for our store 
stock. Very often there are spells of drought, and in those 
times the stock routes as far out as Moree and Narrabri 
are in no condition to carry stock. Travelling cattle under 
those circumstances is a great disadvantage and loss to 
both seller and buyer. With an extension of the line to 
Guyra this would be our natural trucking centre. In time 
of drought on the tablelands and in the north-west thou- 
sands of head of cattle come by road to be depastured on 
the coastal parts. Many of those cattle die on the road. 
In the 1918 drought I depastured from 500 to 600 head. 
the majority of which were owned by graziers in the 
Warialda district and on the tablelands. It would have 
been of great advantage all round if it had been possible 
to truck those cattle instead of having to travel them such 
a distance by road. The difficulty in travelling does not 
always arise from the scarcity of pasture, but if the cattle 
aré poor many of them perish owing to the severe climate 
of the tableand. Kangaroo Creek does not comprise a 
large district, but the value of the land from both a grazing 
and agricultural standpoint is above the average. On that 
area stud beef cattle are being raised. I am in that indus- 
try myself, and our natural markets are on the tablelands. 
At the present time it is impossible to get our stud cattle 
to those markets in decent condition. We have shipped to 
the Easter show in Sydney and to the National show in 
Brisbane, and we have competed against the leading 
breeders of the Commonwealth successfully. With regard 
to the production of citrus fruits, | may say that in close 
proximinity to where I am living there is an orange grove 
known to be at least 80 years old, which is still bearing 
good fruit. As to the classes of produce grown here, maize 
is a successful crop, and lucerne is also grown, though not 
extensively. The industry has been hampered through the 
cost of using lime. Instead of being brought direct from 
the tablelands, it has to be brought from Sydney by boat. 
Large numbers of pigs are reared and fattened in the dis- 
trict, which are marketed chiefly on the Clarence and sub- 
sequently sent to Sydney. With regard to the coal, the 
mine at Nymboyda is being developed. J can endorse what 
has been said in regard to the quality of that coal. There 
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are outcrops in our district, and they are to be traced all 
the way between Nimbodya and Glenreagh, a distance of 
nearly 16 miles, 

2079. What area about Kangaroo Oreek would be pro- 
duective?—From 8,000 to 10,000 acres approximatley. 

2080. You say you produce citrus fruits now /—Yes, but 
not in any quantity. 

2081. Why do you not produce in quantity ?--We have 
no market; carriage is too great. It is perishable product 
and shipping is uncertain on the Clarence. The country 
is very suitable for the growing of citrus fruits, and in 
the event of the line being built from © -yra to Dorrigo 
I believe we would be able to find a great mgqzket for our 
produce in the west. 

2082. Will the completion of the line from Glenreagh to 
Dorrigo give an impetus to the production of citrus fruits? 
—Yes, but not as great as if the line were carried on to 
Guyra. 

2083. Is this country adapted for the raising of beef 
eattle ?—Yes, 

2084. Is the country better suited for it than the eountry 
between Dorrigo and Guyra?’—No, but we have a longer 
fattening séason. Our climate is not so severe, and we 
have a more favourable winter. 

2085, You say you drove your eattle as far as the north- 
west Yes, when the market is favourable, and vice versa 
in time of drought. We drove from 400 to 600 head in 
eood store eoudition. That is considered quite enough 
for one mob. 

2086. Have you driven stock beyond Moree?—To Moree. 
I am not prepared to say beyond that. 

2087. You are of opinion that if the proposed line is 
constructed all that stock would go by rail?—It would 
be a greater incentive for buyers to come here, and both 
buyers and sellers would get a ccrresponding benefit. 

2088. How long would it take to drove 400 cattle to 
Moree?—From three to four weeks. If we had a line 
through to, say, Inverell and we could truck our stock 
without a break we could get them through in two days, 
probably less. It would depend on the class of stock train. 

2089. Pigs produced in this district you say are mar- 
keted on the Clarence?—Yes, for Sydney. The bacon 
factories on the Clarence treat and ship. 

2090. What would be advantage if the railway were 
constructed ?—I do not think the tableland nor north-west 
ate pig-producing centres. Therefore there wotld be a 
fair ammount of trade in that direction. 

2091. Have you any idea of the extent of the coal area? 
—I cannot give you any more information than Mr. 
Johnson has furnished, but I do know that when the 
strike was on the coal obtained here was considered to be 
the equal of the Neweastle coal. Operations have been 
resumed. vans ' 

2092. Has any estimate been made of the quantity of 
eoal available?—No more than that it gives considerabie 


- promise. 


2093. You grow a fair amount of maize?—Yes, but not 
nearly the amount the district is eapable of producing. 
The haulage is too great at present, but if we could get it 
through some direct souree it would be a still greater 
benefit. 

2094. Is there any possibility of this developing into a 
lucerne-growing district?—I would not compare the Kan- 
garoo Creek country with that on the Clarence River, but 
in my district we have never been without lucerne. The 
cost of getting lime and the other necessary fertilisers is 
excessive. If they were forthecming at a cheap rate a 
considerable area would be under lucerne. 

2095. The Clarence lands are natural lucerne-growing 
lands ?—Yea. 

2096. Do you get any supplies from the Clarence ?—-In 
drought time a great deal comes here. Ornsiderable quan- 
tittes are brought from the Mudgee district to Sydney 
and then by boat to the Clarence, after which there is 
heavy haulage to cur district. With q railway we would 
get that direct at half the cost. 


Witnesses—F. Maxwell and H. W. B. Dun, 22 June, 1923. 


2097. Do you do much trade with the North Coast 
beyond the Clarence?—No, producers in that direction 
haye their own port at Byron Bay. 

2098. Are you acquainted with the country between 
Dorrigo and Guyra?—I have driven fat cattle through 
that country, some of which were fattened on the Ebor 
and Hernani plateau, where I was joint owner of a pro- 
perty. From my experience I have a high opinion of the 
whole of that country. 

2099. Is it eountry fit for closer settlement ?—Undoubt- 
edly. I notice that the top rate at Homebush last Monday 
was given for stock from Ebor. 

2100. Is this a potato district ?—They are not grown in 
marketable quantities, except of the main Clarence. They 
grow well on the alluvial flats especially in new soil. 

2101. In the event of the construction of the proposed 
line would there be an impetus to potato-growing in this 
district ’—No, but we would be able to look to the table- 
land for our seed potatoes, Wre should be able to get seed 
of a better quality and at a cheaper rate. 

2102. If the Inverell Guyra extension is not carried out, 
do you think the line to Guyra would be of benefit to the 
district ?—I think it would be of immense benefit. 

2103. Mr. Mahony.| Is this a suitable climate for the 
production of hay ?—Yes, but it is not produced in market- 
able quantities. We produce a considerable amount of 
oaten hay, some lucerne hay, and both millets and sorghum 
are also grown. ; 

2104. You would have to depend on the west or some 
other part of the State for that produce?—We can pro- 
duce enough for our own requirements, except under ex- 
ceptional circumstances, which do not often occur. 

2105. Is this a dairying district?—Yes. 

2106. What do the dairymen do with their surplus 
calves?—For the last two years they have been knocked 
on the head. It has hardly been worth while taking off the 
hide. That applies right along the coast line. 

2107. Would railway connection with the west get over 
that difficulty ~The main cause for that state of affairs 
is the overstocked condition of the holdings caused by 
the depression in the beef market. 


Henry William Butler Dun, forest guard, Glenreagh, 

sworn, and examined :— 

2108. Mr. Travers.| What is the area of the district to 
which the evidence already given at Glenreagh applies? 
—About 500,000 acres. 

2109. Is most of that country served by the existing 
line and by the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo?—The 
existing line serves it so far as marketing the timber is 
concerned, but if timber is wanted in the north-west or 
on the tableland neither the existing line nor the line 
under construction would be of much service. 

2110. The country would not be fully served even by 
the line between Glenreagh and Dorrigo when it is com- 
pleted ’—The full area would not be served. 

2111. How many thotisand acres would be outside the 
influence of that line?—Generally, the area would be 
served, but there is a portion which would not be. 

2112. Take the 90,000 acres of dedicated State forests, 
54,000 acres of which are virgin forest, mentioned by Mr. 
Johnson, will they be served by the line from Glenreagh 
to Dorrigo ?—Generally. 

2113. How much of that timber has been cut out go 
far’—The 54,000 acres of hardwood is untouched virgin 
forest; the balance of the area has been to some extent 
operated on, but it has not been depleted. 

2114. Ave there any other State forests within the dis- 
trict you refer to ’—No. 

2115. Would you say that there is more timber left in 
the forest area that has been operated on than has been 
taken out so far?—Yes, I would. 

2116. What is the department doing in the way of 
afforestation on the areas that have been worked ¢—Prac- 
tically nothing in this immediate district. As regards the 
41,000 acres from which a certain amount of timber has 
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been taken, all that is done is to destroy the useless 
timber and allow it to reafforest naturally. 

9117. How does the timber grown in these forests com- 
pare with the average product of the North Coast?—lIt 
compares favourably with any district I have been in, 
and I know the country from Port Stephens north, 

2118. Do you anticipate that if the line is built to 
Guyra a market will be found between Dorrigo and that 
point ?—I do. 

2119. Mr. Doe.] In the event of the proposed line being 
constructed, would any large quantity of sleepers be ob- 
tainable at this end?—I should say that any quantity 
could be obtained if they were required. We are supply- 
ing the sleepers for the Glenreagh-Dorrigo line. 

2120. What is the cost to the Commissioners ’—From 
43, 9d. to 5s. That would be for hardwood—grey gum, 
tallowwood, and white mahogany, and ironbark,. For some 
blackbutt sleepers they gave 4s. 3d. 

2121. In the ease of sleepers being obtained for the 
Crown forests, do the men who get them pay royalty !— 


Yes, 


Arthur John Lurcock, farmer, Glenreagh, sworn, and 
examined :— 


2122. Mr. Doe.] Where is your farm?—Within 14 
miles of Glenreagh. 

2123. I understand you wish to give some evidence 
regarding the fodders grown in the district?—Yes. For 
making ensilage you cannot beat saccaline, which grows 
marvellously well here, and maize. Sudan grass is one 
of the finest grasses grown for chaff or hay. It is equal 
to any oaten hay, and.in Sydney during the last year 
or two it has had preference as feed for horses. Lucerne 
does well in patches, but it needs lime, which is expensive 
to get here. I got a ton from Sydney, which cost £3 10s. 
and £3 63. to land here. If we could get it at a cheaper 
rate the production of lucerne would go ahead by leaps 
and bounds. Clovers, especially the red clover, do well, 
and oats also do remarkably well for green feed. We 
- have grown Thew wheat here, and it makes good fodder. 
They can grow these things on the tableland, but they 
eannot grow them when we can. Potatoes do well in 
patches. A neighbour of mine got 9 tons to the acre last 
year. — 

2124, Do you make much ensilage in this district ?—I 
think there are more silos in this district than anywhere 
else on the coast. People realise the value of ensilage 
as eattle fodder. 

2125. I understand that a tremendous quantity of 
wheaten and oaten chaff is brought to Coff’s Harbour and 
the immediate district ?—Yes, that is so. 

2126. Seeing the high cost, why is it that more Sudan 
grass is not grown and chaffed to take the place of the 
unported article?—It is only within the last few years 
that the grass has been introduced to the district. As 
people become educated they will go in for it. 

2127. You consider that relief will be given to these 
northern districts inasmuch as you will be able to produce 
chaff as good as that brougth here over long distances 
from other centres ?’—I should say so. 

2128. We have been told that one reason why the pro- 
posed railway should be built is that you would be able 
to obtain supphes of chaff from places in the west, such 
as Inverell;—would the cultivation of Sudan grass inter- 
fere with that trade to any great extent?—If people grow 
their own stuff there will not be the same necessity to get 
it from those districts. 

2129. Would you expect potatoes from the tableland to 
keep better than those grown here?—They do as a rule. 

2130. In what way would the local production of fod- 
ders affect the railway under consideration?—A certain 
amount of exchange could go on between the tableland 
and the coast, especially in times of drought. 


2181. What would you have to send west in the way of 
fodder?—We might have hay and chaff at times possibly 
when they were without it and citrus fruits. 

2132. Would not the general experience be that chaff 
would be more likely to come this way from Inverell?— 
Certainly that is the position at the present time. 

2133. Do the fodders grown here come on at a time 
when the people in the west would require them ?—They 
grow remarkably strong in the summer months. 

2134. They would come in at the time when the other 
people had their wheaten and oaten hay ’—Yes, 

2135. Do you find ensilage suitable for dairy cattle?— 
Yes, it gives a higher yield and keep cattle in good con- 
dition. 


Thomas James Jarrett, dairy-farmer, Nana Glen, sworn, 
and examined :— 


2136. Mr. Mahony.] What evidence have you to give 
with regard to the proposed railway ’—Personally I am an 
advocate for a line right through to Inverell. If the line 
is to pay you must connect up with the north-west, and 
give an outlet to the producers beyond Inverell as far 
as Moree. If it is not intended to continue the line to 
Inverell, then, on the principle that half a loaf is better 
than no bread, we would be satisfied with a line as far 
as Guyra. This is essentially a dairying district. The 
industry was started by me and my brothers about twenty- 
gcven years ago. 

2137. What effect on this district will the construction 
of the proposed line have?’—Outside dairying there is a 
big timber industry to consider. With a through line to 
the west we should be able to send our timber in that 
direction. This being a dairying district, we are heavily 
stocked. We can grow the fodders which have been re- 
ferred to, but it does not pay to grow stuff to make hay 
to send west. We want all we can grow for our own 
use. Dairy-farmers, generally speaking, cannot grow stuff 
to make chaff to feed horse teams. The chaff which comes 
to Coff’s Harbour is mainly used as feed for the sixty horse 
teams which work in the district. 

2138. What effect would the line have on this as a 
dairying district?—It would not be of much benefit to 
dairymen except in time of shortage, when they require 
to import fodder in order to hand-feed their cattle. Then 
they would be able to get it from the tableland by train 
at half the present cost. That would be helpful. 

2139. What would the dairy-farmer send to the west ?— 
In times of drought, butter. 

2140. Where do you find a market now for your dairy 
products ?—Our butter, outside what is used locally, goes 
to Sydney. Our pigs are treated mostly at the local bacon 
factories, and some go to Sydney. 

2141. Do you think the completion of the line to Dorrigo 
will be of any immediate benefit ?—Most certainly, but it 
is not so much a question of the benefit we would get as 
what the Dorrigo people will get. 

2142. From the local standpoint that line suits you; 
it is only in regard to the interchange of commodities with 
the west that you favour a line to Inverell?—We want to 
look at it as a national line. 

2143. Do you get any mutton in this district ?—Yes, we 
use a considerable quantity. At present it comes from 
Sydney. With direct communication with the west it 
would come straight across the country, and we should be 
able to get both better and cheaper mutton. 

2144. The reason given for the destruction of your calves 
is that you are overstocked ?—That is one reason, but the 
main reason is the slump in the cattle market. 

2145. Chairman.] You speak of this as a national line;— 
what products are you going to send west, and what pro- 
ducts are coming to the coast?—That is a difficult question. 
Every line makes its own traffic. When the North Coast 
line was built people said it would be the biggest white 
elephant in the State. With every new section that has 
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been opened the traffic has increased until the Commis- 
sioners must be delighted with the amount of revenue they 
are receiving. The same thing will occur on the proposed 
line. It will create its own local traffic. 

2146. As a producer, what goods will you send west?— 
Personally, I am not likely to send anything west, because 
I am dairying. My butter will go to Sydney, and the pigs 
are treated locally. 

2147. What produce would you expect to get from the 
west ’—Potatoes. 

2148. You and other producers in a like position will be 
able to get your mutton from the west ?—Yes. 

2149. Do you anticipate that a large amount of timber 
would go from this district to Inverell, Armidale, or 
Moree?—I am not in the timber industry, but I believe a 
lot will go west. 

2150. Can you think of anything else which the proposed 
line will carry ?~There would be a big passenger traffic. 

2151. We were told in the west that you are likely to get 
flour, bran, and pollard from that direction ;—do you agree? 
—Yes, if we could get it cheaper than we now get it from 
Sydney. 

2152. Is that likely to produce some revenue for this 
line *—Certainly. 

2153. As a dairyman, will you get chaff from the west, 
or will you grow your own?—At present I grow all I 
require, and I am in the happy position of having a silo. 
Tf there came a very dry time I might be only too pleased 
to get my stuff from the west. 

2154. Mr. Doe.] Do you think there would be any exten- 
sive demand for lucerne in this district if the railway were 
carried through to Inverell?—I am almost sure there would 
be. They grow it in great quantities in that district, and 
if it could be brought here at a reasonable rate it would 
pay dairymen to get it by the truck load and feed it to 
the cattle, because they would get the value returned in 
produce. 3 Sp ae ee 


Sydney William Webb, grazier, Nana Glen, sworn, and 
examined :— 


2155. Mr. Travers.] Where about is your property ?—Out 
beyond Mudgee. 

2156. Do you support the proposed railway ’—Yes. 

2157. On what grounds?’—On national grounds. The 
country has gone to considerable expense in connecting the 
Northern, Southern, and Western lines, and unless we are 
able to get to a nearer port than Sydney those connections 
cannot be effective. Under present conditions a man liv- 
ing, say, at Coonabarabran who wants to send anything 
here must consign his produce to Sydney. Then it has to 
come back here, a distance of 700 miles. This is the garden 
of New South Wales. There are occasions when it would 
be worth untold wealth to the men in the west to be able 
to get their stock to the pastures on the coast. The present 
time it is impossible to drove starving stock. They must 
be sent by rail, and to get here they must first go to Sydney 
and then come back along the coast. A line to Guyra 
would offer a practically direct route, which would be less 
expensive in both cost and loss of stock. That would be a 
great asset to the community. The proposed line would 
open up a fine market for the north-west. Every mouthful 
of mutton we get has to be brought from Sydney. That 
means that in the first place it has to be sent from the 
west or the south and then re-shipped. The consequence 
is we have to pay 1d. or 2d. per lb. more for mutton than 
for beef. I have been called upon to pay 1s. per lb.—a most 
extraordinary price to me as a sheep man. That condition 
would be to a large extent remedied if the proposed line 
were constructed, and there would be a fine market for 
thousands of sheep in the large towns along the coast. 
There is a big settlement which must be catered for. Any 
men desiring to use horses in this part of the world must 
have chaff from elsewhere. Paspalum is no use for horse 
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feed, though it is all right for cattle. I do not think there 
is any likelihood of any large growth of provender for sale 
elsewhere. The holdings are too small in the first place, 
and in the next place the stocking is too heavy, and the 
dairyman wants to get as much off his land as possible. 
As he gets more from a cow than a horse, he only grows 
what is suitable for his cattle. Some farmers might have 
a fair amount of maize to send to the colder districts. It 
is always acceptable in Armidale and those places where 
they are not certain of their drop, but the greatest advan- 
tage will be reaped by the local people, who will be able to 
get provender from abroad and to bring stock to sustain 
and help their herds. It might also enable them to get ria 
of their young cattle when the price of cattle improves. 
The line will be of immense advantage to the west, because 
in the absence of a connection with the coast the full 
benefit of the lines from Dubbo to Werris Creek and 
Narromine to Stockinbingal will not be reaped, and it 
appears to me that the present proposal is the most feasible 
one at present under consideration. I do not think that 
the line would pay straight off, but in my opinion unless 
the line now under construction from Glenreagh is carried 
beyond Dorrigo it will be a dead letter; and if it connects 
with Inverell it will be a truly national line. In connec- 
tion with the construction of the present line, something 
like 16 tons of chaff are being used daily as horse feed. 
That is purchased in Sydney or Newcastle, brought to 
South Grafton, and from South Grafton here. The price 
of such produce as wheat for poultry feed is absolutely 
prohibitive, as is also the price of bran and pollard. Half 
that cost would be saved to those people who have to hand- 
feed. There comes a time in every district when there is 
a drought. Here, unless there is rain every fortnight, 
drought conditions are supposed to prevail. 

2158. Do you think there would be any considerable 
traffic in the movement of stock from the west?—I think 
there would be a movement of sheep for marketing here. 
It is a terrible want. 

2159. J mean from the standpoint of relief country t— 
There would be no movement of stock here for relief unless 
there was a drought out west, but in parts droughts are 
pretty continuous. 

2160. In view of the development which will be gradu- 
ally brought about by the North Coast line, will there be 
much country available for that purpose?’—I think so. 
Fair areas will be got by sheep men if they are prepared 
to pay the price. 

2161. It would be expensive ?—Yes, but a man would be 
prepared to pay a lot to save his sheep. 

2162. Generally, I take it, you favour the construction 
of a line from Inverell right through to Dorrigo because, 
apart from any local development, it would serve a national 
purpose?—I do. I think wool would come this way for 
shipment. 

2163. That is dependent on a deep-sea port ?—Not neces- 
sarily. It could be lightered from Coff’s Harbour to New- 
castle. It would be entirely a matter of freightage. 

2164. Do you consider that wool would be sent from 
Moree to be shipped at Coff’s for Sydney and again tran- 
shipped *—It would be cheaper than sending by rail, but 
there is no reason why Coff’s should not be a deep-sea port. 
It will cost money and take time, but it is possible. 

2165. Have you any idea of the quantity of mutton for 
consumption on the coast which would pass over the pro- 
posed line if it were constructed?—I should say one-tenth 
of what supplies Sydney would be required by the towns 
along the coast. 

2166. The Commissioners estimate that the proposed line 
will earn a revenue of not more than £13,000 a year, and 
that there will be an annual loss of £99,000; do you think 
that loss could be made up?—It would take a number of 
years, but after all revenue is not the only consideration. 
There is the development which benefits the country, and 
I think the proposed line will undoubtedly bring about 
large development between here and Guyra. 
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Hatold Victor Gillard, sawmiller, Glenreagh, sworn, and 
examined :— 


2167. Mr. Doe.| What evidence do you desire to offer 
in regard to the proposed line?—I support the line because 
the partially completed line between Glenreagh and Dor- 
rigo is a big argument for an extension to Guyra. The 
interchange of commodities which would result from that 
extension would be considerable. We grow many things 
on the North Coast, but there are many other things which 
we do not grow which we want badly. I have had experi- 
ence in dairying, and I know that if some of the by- 
products of wheat had been available I could have done 
more in the way of raising pigs. Pig-raising is now car- 
ried on with the aid of the by-products of the dairy, the 
skimmed milk, but with the by-products which could be 
obtained from the tableland it would be a more profitable 
proposition, and where one pig is now raised there would 
be three. 


9168: You think connection with the west would give 
you a-distinet advantage in that respect ?—Certainly. Then 
the tableland would get commodities from here which they 
need. For instance, we wotild send timber. That would 
be the principal item from a railway point of view. Then 
we ahticipate there would be a good market for citrus 
fruits, bananas; and fish. 

2169. Would many people pass to and fro’—You can 
only gtiess at what that trafié would be with direct ¢om- 


munication. Personally, I think the volume would be 
large. People in the west would be glad of the opportunity 
to get to the coast. 

29170. What is your opinion of the Commissioners’ esti- 
mate of £13,000 a year as the revenue of the proposed 
line?—Experience has proved, that the Commissioners’ 
expectations are frequently exceeded. Take the line to 
Dorrigo. When I first came here I laughed at the idea 
of some of the land which was pointed out to me being 
suitable for closer settlement. But people have gone miles 
beyond that point. 

2171. You think the indirect benefit which other govern- 
mental departments would reap would be considerable ?— 
Undoubtedly, and it is a point which ought to be borne in 
mind. ‘There are extensive areas eminently suitable for 
closer settlement. It is also worth considering that in 
connection with the construction of the line to Glenreagh 
the most complete plant in the State is being used. They 
have no less than five steam navvies with a complete staff 
and officers. If some other line-is deemed to be more - 
urgently required it means that that plant and officers will 
be transported, whereas they could be used with advantage 
on the proposed line. With regard to the trade in mutton, 
I have been here fifteen years and I have had mutton 
about that number of times. That is the experience of 
most people; the edst is prohibitive. 

2172. The bringing of sheep to the North Coast would 
be a considerable source of revenue to the proposed line ?— 
Certainly. 


SATURDAY, 23 JUNE, 1923. 
[The Committee met in the Public Hall, Glenreagh. | 
{resent :—- 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperr Matony. 
Francis MicuaAet Burkr, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davip Henry DrumMmMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Henry Montgomery Baldock, A.M.I.B.A., Engineer to 
Nimboyda Shire Council, South Grafton, sworn, and 
examined :— 

2178. Chairman.] You have some evidence which you 
desire to put before thé Committee ¢—Yes, I have embodied 
my ideas in a statement which I shall be pleased to submit. 
I have been for the past thirty-five years engaged on the 
eastern coast of New South Wales between Newcastle and 
the Quéensland border on the construction of various 
public works and the location of roads and bridges. The 
want of railway connection from the coast to tableland has 
greatly hampered the development of a very large and 
fertile area on the North Coast. In my opinion, the best 
connection would be from Dorrigo to Guyra, with an ex- 
tension to Inverell. The line as surveyed from Dorrigo 
via Deervale to Ebor would not serve the same extent of 
country as a dévidtion via Tyringham and Hernani. On 
account of the increase in distance, some 6 miles, and the 
necessity of two large bridges, I do not consider the devia- 
tion warranted on a main line, particularly when the 
question of increasé in all railway rates and fares are 
considered. The increase between Dorrigo and Guyra on 
first-class passenger fares would be about 1s. 6d.; second- 
class, 1s.; sawn timber, about 11d. per ton; A class freights, 
1s. Td. per ton; first-class freights, 4s. 1d. per ton, and all 
other freights increased in proportion. The construction 
of the deviation between Dorrigo, Tyringham, and Ebor 
would, I am confident, cost more per mile than the line 
from Dorrigo via Deervale to Ebor. The Tyringham 
district is a very rich one, with great possibilities, and 
capable of carrying a large population. It contains exten- 
sive areas of brush land suitable for dairying and mixed 


‘radius of 7 miles of the present surveyed line. 


farming, and also one of the best belts of hardwood timber 
on the eastern slopes, and includes Cloud’s Creek State 
Forest No. 111, which is admitted to be equal, if not 
superior, to any in the State. This district cannot be 
developed to advantage without railway communication, 
and if a light branch line was constructed it would be a 
feeder of considerable importance, and would supply large 
quantities of timber for the western and tableland dis- 
tricts, including round and squared timber for bridges 
and culverts, sawn timber, both hrawood and softwoods 
for house building, split timber for fencing, and also 
squared sleepers for railway purposes. For the past twenty- 
five years timber has been hauled by,both horse and bullock 
teams from Cloud’s Creek and Tyringham to Armidale, a 
distance of from 70 to 93 miles. The cost of carriage has 
been as much as £1 per 100 feet super. In the Tyringham 
and Hernani districts there are five streams of water where 
hydro-electric schemes can be established to provide all 
the power required to electrify a railway system which 
would enable a line to be built on much steeper grades 
and with shorter curves than with steam power. One of 
the hydro schemes with great possibilities is situated near 
the junction of Mayor’s Creek and Jock’s water, in the 
parish of Heérnani. In the Hernani and Ebor districts 
most of the holdings have been held for many years, and 
the timber has been killed and partly burnt off, so that 
large areas could be ploughed and cultivated, and I esti- 
mate that not less than 12,000 acres are available within a 
A low 
estimate from this area under potatoes would be 61,000 
tons in an average season. Practically the whole of the 


area included in the Ebor, Hernani, Tyringham, Deervale, 
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. and Dorsigo. Hntriate s is of basaltic formation, and is suit- 
able for closer settlement. On an average, 250 acres would 
be sufficient to support. a family, and, given railway com- 
munication, I estimate that 500 settlers could be provided 
for. As well as railway facilities, access roads would also 
be necessary to enable settlers to market produce at a 
reasonable cost. The principal industries would be mixed 
farming, dairying, and fruit growing, but the heaviest 
freight would be timber. During the past fifteen years the 
shire councils, with the assistance of Government subsidy 
and main road grants, have improved the roads, but a 
large expenditure is still neeessary to make them suitable 
for traffic in all seasons. On a number of occasions during 
the past fifteen years crops of potatoes haye been allowed 
to rot on the farms, as the cost of cartage was greater than 


Baldock, A.M.I.E,A., 23 June, and A. J. Tuson, 8 August, 1928. 


their market value. JI consider that the construction of a 
line from Dorrigo yia Guyra to Inverell of great national 
importance. It would give access from the coast to the table- 
land and north-west, and is geographically centrally 
situated. -It is impossible to estimate the yalue of such a 
connection, apart from the settlement and production 
which would follow its construction, it would facilitate the 
interchange of products which is so necessary for the 
prosperity and development of districts. In my opinion, 
the proposed railway from Dorrigo to Guyra is the most 
suitable line from the coast to the tableland, it will serve 
a larger area of good land, induce more settlement, make 
available a larger area of heavily-timbered country, and 
consequently will produce more revenue than any other 
connection. 


WEDNESDAY, 8 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHatrMay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francois Micuari, Burks, Esa. 


WILLIAM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dog, Esq. 
Dayip Henry Drummonp, Ese. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Alexander James Tuson, master mariner, Rosebery, sworn 
and examined :— 


2174. Chairman.] Have you been trading on the North 
Coast of New South Wales?—Never in the coastal trade; 
always in deep-water ships. I was twenty years in sailing 
ships, from apprentice to master, and about eleven years 
in steam ships, from third officer to master. 

2175. Have you any experience of Coff’s Harbour as a 
port ?—Excepting Port Stephens, there is no port superior 
between Sydney and Brisbane. 

2176. Could it be made a safe oversea port?—Without 
doubt. I gave up the sea about fourteen years ago. After 
having travelled all over the world, I brought my wife 
and family here from England, as I considered this the 
finest country I had visited. When I saw Coff’s Harbour, 
and the possibilities of the timber industry, I decided to 
enter the timber trade, with the intention of shipping 
timber to Europe. The McArthur Shipping Company 
was quite agreeable to send their Clan line of steamers 
to pick up our cargo. I called a meeting at Coff’s Harbour 
in order to carry out my project, but the proposal was 
turned down through ignorance of the possibilities of the 
harbour at that time. That will give some little indica- 
tion of the conception I formed of Coff’s Harbour in its 
natural state as an oversea port. The harbour improye- 
ments have very much enhanced its value as an oversea 
port. The Clan boats, when travelling up and down the 
‘coast, would only be partially loaded. I do not suppose 
they would draw more than 25 feet.. 

2177. Assuming Coffs Harbour was suitable as an over- 
sea port, what class of produce would be sent from there, 
apart from the timber’—In years to come wool, wheat, 
and lbutter, which are now sent to Sydney. The produce 
can just as easily be put on board a vessel. there and sent 
away direct. : 

2178. How often would you require to have deep-sea 
boats there in order to get a full cargo’—They would 
not take a full cargo. The understanding with the 
McArthur company was that if I could give them 1,000 
tons they would send their vessels there for timber alone. 

2179. Are there any big oversea markets for timber ?— 
Yes, because hardwoods are obtainable only in this part 
of the world. 

2180. Can you say what effect the recent works carried 
out at Coff’s Harbour will have?—The value of the port 
would be increased very much. When one institutes com- 
parisons with ports in other places, such as Port Pirie 
and the east coast of New Zealand, Coff’s Harbour is a 


very good harbour indeed. It is such a good port naturally 
that one wonders why a better harbour has not been made 
there. I have no personal interest in Coff’s Harbour; I 
am speaking from a national standpoint. 

2181. How does Coff’s Harbour compare with Byron 
Bay ’—There is no comparison. 

2182. If Byron Bay were given the same protection 
which you are getting at Coff’s Harbour, how would it 
compare ‘—Cofi’s Harbour is far superior. There is excel- 
lent holding ground there which is not the case at Byron 
Bay. 

2188. Mr. Mahony.] Is Coff’s Harbour acahla for 
modern deep-sea vessels of from 10,000 tons and upwards? 
—Yes. When you consider that the vessels are not deeply 
loaded, there is no reason why a 10,000 ton vessel should 
not go there. 

2184. Would it pay a deep-sea vessel to go to Coff’s 
Harbour: for 500 tons of cargo, if obtainable regularly /—I 
should think so. 

2185. You said timber, wool, wheat, and butter would 
be the principal cargo obtainable. Wheat and wool would 
be seasonable commodities. Do you think a regular trade 
could be set up between Coff’s Harbour and the homeland? 
As an intermediate port, certainly. 

2186. Do you think there would be sufficient inducement 
to shipping companies to make Coft’s Harbour a deep-sea 
port /—Yes. 

2187. Is it a port which is gafe in all weathers 1-Except 
in extreme easterly gales: I lived there for four and a half 
years looking right down on the harbour, and my experi- 
ence there was similar to that gained on the east coast of 
South America, round by Cape Hern—that the easterly 
gales neyer blow home. They may be violent, but it is 
very rarely they strike the coast with any force. 

' 2188. Would a south-east gale be dangerous there (—A 
south-east gale would cause inconyenience; T would not 
term it dangerous. 

2189. Would you attempt to make port in a big vessel 
in a south-east gale?—I would with a port like Goff’s Har- 
bour, because if I could not get alongside T could lay 
there with perfect safety with my anchors down. It would 
be better than wasting coal out at sea. 

2190. Do you think you could make the port ?—Yes. | 

2191. How long is it since you were at Coff’s Harbour? 
—About eight and a half years. 

2192. Were the breakwaters there then?—No. 

2193. Is the Clan line of steamers running here now ’— 
I think they come in occasionally. , 4 
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2194. Mr. Doe.] When you had an idea of getting the 
Olan line of steamers to call at Coff’s Harbour, was it 
proposed to supply those liners with timber whilst anchor- 
ing in the harbour ?—Yes. 

2195. Supposing the ship took some of its load in Sydney, 
and a portion at Coff’s Harbour, would the tendency be to 


charge a higher rate for the cargo obtained at Coff’s 
Harbour than that obtained in Sydney?—I do not think 
sO. 
2196. With the breakwater made now from the shore to 
Mutton Bird Island, and the portion of the breakwater 
made from the southern headland, would you think that 
would make Coff’s Harbour a really good port?—I think so. 


FRIDAY, 117 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarrmay). 


The Hon. JoHN TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis MicHaEL Burke, Esq. 


Wiuuiam Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Doe, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Cecil William Elliott, master mariner, residing at Mosman, 
sworn, and examined :— 


2197. Mr. Travers.] Will you give the Committee your 
views regarding Coff’s Harbour as a port?—Yes. I am 
at sea now, but I traded to Coff’s Harbour for twelve 
years, at first for two years with the North Coast Company 
at sea and was afterwards manager of the Company’s 
jetty at Coff’s Harbour for ten years. I was afterwards 
manager for the Coff’s Harbour Timber Co. for two years. 
T was one of the first to take soundings there when the first 
inquiry was made. We got 22 feet of water on the southern 
side, 19 feet. on the northern side, and about 24 feet at the 
end of the jetty. The breakwater has made a great 
improvement. Had Sir John Coode’s scheme been fully 
carried out, I think the result would have been more bene- 
ficial. If the breakwater were extended further north, 
so that Coff’s Creek could be dredged, there are possibilities 
there for the establishment of many industries. It is 
flat land of a clayey nature. Bond stores could be built 
there. That the northern breakwater has made a wonder- 
ful improvement there is proved by the way vessels can 
lie there. The breakwater will provide shelter for smaller 
vessels under Mutton Bird Island. No large vessels can 
shelter there because the depth is not enough. The 
southern breakwater when completed will also be of great 
assistance. In my opinion, there will always be a range 
at Coff’s Harbour just as there is at Capetown. But Coff’s 
Harbour has great possibilities, and docks could be estab- 
lished there. The scour there is a littoral one. At times 
you can see the formation banking up. Immediately a 
strong south-easter occurs the littoral scour carries the 
sand away. If necessary the sand can be dredged back to 
the water frontage. You can get 14 feet to the low-water 
mark which will remain when the northern breakwater 
is finished. Many times J have noticed the sand silting 
up on the south-west end of Mutton Bird Island, where 
a little spit has been formed. In a south-easterly gale the 
littoral scour will carry it out to sea. I do not think it will 
silt up when the breakwater is completed. There are very 
good landing grounds in the vicinity of Coff’s Harbour 
for aeroplanes. 

2198. What area of deep water was embraced in Sir John 
Coode’s scheme ?—640 acres. 

2199. While you were trading to Coff’s Harbour had you 
difficulty in making the port in heavy weather?—Yes, in 
an easterly and south-easterly gale. 

2200. When the two breakwaters are completed will that 
difficulty be removed ?—Yes. 

2201. During the Committee’s visit of inspection to 
Coff’s Harbour it was stated that when the two break- 
waters are completed there will be no difficulty in accom- 


modating vessels of 9,000 or 10,000 tons drawing 24 feet 
or 26 feet of water. Do you agree with that opinion ?— 
Yes. I understand that the entrance is to be about 1,000 
feet wide. There will be complete shelter, and the harbour 
would be as compact as the outer harbour at Capetown. 
There will always be a range there as there is at Capetown. 
A vessel will always be able to lie there, but there will 
be a slight range. Vessels, however, will be safe there. 


2202. Would that range be more noticeable in an easterly 
gale?—Yes, and in a south-easterly gale. 


2203. Would vessels of the class I have mentioned be 
able to make the port in such weather?—No, not in an 
easterly or south-easterly gale, no more than would a vessel 
be able to get inside Manila Harbour with a typhoon blow- 
ing. No master with any thought for the safety of his 
ship would attempt it. 

2204. Do you consider that the acreage of water at Coff’s 
Harbour will be enough to enable large vessels to 
manceuvre there with safety ?—Yes. 

2205. Do you prefer Coff’s Harbour to Byron Bay as a 
port?—Yes. I ran for two years to Byron Bay. There is 
a greater depth at Coff’s Harbour. When the breakwaters 
are completed there will be 25 to 30 feet which you cannot 
get at Byron Bay. On the southern side of the Byron Bay 
jetty there are rocks which make it very awkward even 
for small vessels to berth on the south side. 

2206. Given Byron Bay the shelter of breakwaters, would 
you still say that Coff’s Harbour has advantages over it ?— 
No, I would say they are about equal, but I do not think 
you can get as great a depth of water at Byron Bay. 

2207. What class of trade at Coff’s Harbour would 
induce large vessels to call there?—The timber and export 
butter trade and if the tableland to the coast country is 
opened up by railway. Wool, grain, and minerals could 
be exported direct. 

2208. Is much timber exported from that part of the 
North Coast¢—Yes; there is a big trade in ironbark and 
timber going to England for waggon scantling building. 

2209. Have tramp steamers facilities for butter cargoes? 
—Yes. The “ Federal” and “ Port” line vessels are in- 
sulated aft. Such vessels could go there and load direct 
shipments of butter for Home or European markets. 

2210. Mr. Doe.| How does the holding ground compare 
at Coff’s Harbour and at Byron Bay ?—I think it compares’ 
more favourably at Coff’s Harbour with south-easterly 
gales, although I have ridden out gales at both places, but 
while I have had to put to sea at Byron Bay I have been 
able to hang on at Coff’s Harbour. At Coff’s Harbour 
there is protection for fishing ¢raft under Mutton Bird 
Island. The northern breakwater provides shelter for 
trawlers. 
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MONDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1923. 
Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuamman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuary Burke, Esq. 


WituiaM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Roy Stanley Vincent, M.L.A., sworn, and examined :— 


2211. Chairman.] I understand you have prepared a 
statement regarding the proposed railway ?—Yes. It reads 
as follows:—I desire to give evidence in support of the 
proposal to construct a railway from Guyra to Dorrgio 
to link up with the line now under construction from 
Glenreagh to Dorrigo. The establishment of this work 
would provide direct connection between the Main North- 
ern and coastal railways, and incidentally open up a con- 
siderable area of country that is suitable for closer settle- 
ment. I have been closely associated with the agitation 
for the Dorrigo-Guyra line since 1911, both as secretary 
to the Dorrigo Railway League and Progress Association 
and until entering Parliament, as general secretary of the 
Guyra-Dorrigo League. Since 1900 there have been many 
proposals for connecting New England and the coast; and 
until 1910 a sharp division of opinion existed as to the 
best points in either area for the junction to take place. 
For some years the Macleay and Armidale people advo- 
cated a line to serve their respective district, but when 
evidence was adduced to show the engineering difficulties 
along the suggested route were practically insurmount- 
able from a railway standpoint, and that the cost of such 
work made it economically impracticable, public opinion 
in Armidale was diverted to a proposal for a line from 
that eity via Ebor, and thence to Glenreagh and Coff’s 
Harbour. As, however, the country between Armidale and 
Ebor is broken and poor, the agitation for this connection 
was short lived, and public opinion soon became favour- 
able to the proposal now under consideration by this 
Committee. The Armidale citizens have been won over 
to a broader view, viz., that the railway required is one 
that should serve national interests as well as local, and 
be capable of giving the best results for the capital out- 
lay. The changed outlook assumed by Armidale and 
contiguous districts is also reflected along the Clarence 
River, where now the consensus of opinion is that the 
proposal which offers the most from the point of view of 
decentralisation, land settlement, direct connection 
between districts producing different commodities, in whicn 
there would be a considerable traffic, and the development 
of resources at present latent, is that under consideration. 
At one time Clarence River opinion favoured a direct 
connection with Glen Innes, but the advantage of such 
‘a line from a local standpoint is now not allowed to weigh 
against the Guyra-Dorrigo proposal, which is looked upon 
as better from a national point of view. I have travelled 
over the proposed route of the Dorrigo-Guyra line on 
several occasions, and am acquainted with the geological 
and topographical features of the country. Regarded iz 
a purely local light this proposal has more to offer than 
a line either from Armidale to Kempsey or from Glen 
Innes to Grafton, whilst considered as a factor in any 
scheme of decentralisation it is incomparably better. The 
several districts which will be tapped are grid-ironed with 
perennial streams, and the average annual rainfall ranges 
from 30 odd inches at Guyra to 50 at Ebor and 80 odd at 
Dorrigo. Apart from the comparatively narrow crown 
of the Snowy Ranges, over which the route passes, the 
country is suitable for closer settlement. Oats, potatoes, 
fruit, and various artificial grasses may be grown, and 
doubtless would be grown extensively provided facilities 
for marketing produce were made available. I should 
say that 500 acres of the land between Aberfoyle and 
Guyra would be a living area. This would be capable of 


further subdivision as population increased and bigger 
centres of consumption developed within a radius of 150 
miles. From Guy Fawkes to Dearvale the soil is of ex- 
eeptional quality. The climate is mild and equable, and 
fruit and potato growing, in addition to dairying, would 
develop into important industries there, The opinion on 
Guy Fawkes is that with railway facilities 400 acres 
vould be a living area. My own opinion is that as time 
goes on it will be found that 200 acres is as much as a 
family can effectively handle, either for potato cultivation 
or dairying, but in saying this I visualise a time when 
proper provision will be made for dairy herds; when there 
will be conservation of fodder, and not so much depen- 
dence upon nature to provide herbage season in and season 
out. I regard the Guy Fawkes and Deervale districts as 
ideal dairying country. Climatic conditions are suitable, 
while experiments have conclusively skown that all classes 
of English grasses grow to perfection. In addition, root 
crops flourish, corn ean be suceessfully caltivated, so that 
the pig could be made an important adjunct to dairying. 
Hitherto stock-raising has been the staple industry, but 
the serious and prolonged depression in the stock market 
has diverted attention to dairying. Cream is now being 
transported over long distances and dangerous roads to 
Dorrigo factory; but disabilities are many and heavy, and 
it is only those distant landowners whose eredit has been 
destroyed by the fall in cattle who have converted 
parts of their runs into dairy-farms. Owing to the collapse 
of the cattle market one big estate, known as Wirrialpa, 
has been subdivided. As a result of this a decisien has 
been arrived at to establish a butter factory at Hernani, 
but as this centre is many miles from any railway, and 
as the roads that connect it with points at which produce 
ean be lifted for market are bad, the concern will com- 
mence operations under almost crushing handicaps. 
Transport from Hernani to the nearest port or railway 
would cost at least £6 per ton, to which must be added the 
freight charges on rail or boat. Should, however, a fair 
price for butter be maintained, there is a reasonable pros- 
pect that the factory will be able to carry on till better 
facilities are provided, but potatoes cannot under existing 
conditions be profitably grown. In times of drought, when 
high prices were obtained for tubers, it was found possible 
to pay fright charges on limited quantities marketed and 
still to show a profit; but in ordinary seasons, when crops 
in other districts are normal and prices average, the 
marketing of potatoes on which £12 per ton freight had 
to be met would be a losing proposition. In the Guy 
Fawkes, Hernani, Tyringham, and Deervale district crops 
of potatoes ranging up to 13 tons per acre have been 
harvested, but I should say that the average crop would 
be about 8 tons per acre. This estimate applies also to 
the Dorrigo, but from a loeal point of view that district 
will be served by the line now under construction from 
Glenreagh. If the Dorrigo-Guyra railway were built 
four-fifths of the land between Dorrigo and Guyra would 
come under the influence of closer settlement, and the 
country would carry a dense population. The value of 
the land would be considerably enhanced, and the State, 
by placing a proclamation over large estates ‘at their 
present valuation and selling to smaller men, would benefit 
by the difference between their value as cattle or sheep 
runs and as farming propositions. My opinion is that the 
margin of profit would be considerable, and the actual 
capital expenditure on the line would be reduced by ita 
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sum, whether the State regarded it as an offset oy not. if 
do not wish, however, to go into that aspect, but merely 
mention it with the idea of suggesting to the Committee 
that although the estimated cost of the line is heayy, the 
returns from land sales, the profits upon which should be 
placed on the credit side of the ledger, will be consider- 
able, Evidence regarding the timber resources of the 
Tyringham and Dorrigo districts has already been sub- 


mitted, and I do not desire to repeat the figures as to 
quantities, &e., but I do wish to emphasise the point that, 


should the railway be built, Dorrigo will be the souree 
of supply for New England and parts of the north-western 
slopes and north-western plains for many years to come. 
Softwoods would find a ready market, while tallowwood 
could be readily disposed of. The fact that many teams 
are employed in transporting Dorrigo pine to Armidale 
(70 to 80 miles) gives some indication of the demand 
there is for it. It is estimated by one qualified man that, 
should the line to Guyra be established, there will be an 
immediate demand for 10,000,000 feet of Dorrigo timber 
annually, and this would increase steadily. Freight to 
Guyra at 2s. per 100 feet would return £10,000, in 
addition to which there would be the charges for transport 
from Guyra to the point of destination, This would not, 
of course, be considered in any estimate of revenue from 
the proposal under review, but the line would be directly 
responsible for the increased traffic, and it would there- 
fore have a direct bearing upon reducing the losses on 
our northern railway system. JDorrigo pine and other 
timbers are used to a limited extent only in Northern New 
South Wales to-day because freight charges are so great. 
Apart from the comparatively small quantities transported 
by road, other supplies which reach the north-west and 
New England are taken by boat to Sydney, and thence by 
rail to their destination. In such circumstances it is 
found more ceonomical to use the softer: and inferior 
foreign pines, but with direct connection the local articl: 
would sa0n supersede the outside. This would react to 
our advantage in two ways, viz., by keeping capital in the 
country and by ensuring the use of local products, the 


handling cf which provides employment for our own 
people. The suggestion has been made that the feasibility 


of electrifying the line by using water-power should be 
considered. ‘There is ample water-power along the route 
to do this, but I doubt if sueh an undertaking would be 
economica!—unless, of course, the question were con- 
sidered as part of a scheme for supplying current to the 
several districts concerned for industrial and domestic 
purposes. Regarded merely as a railway proposition, elec- 
trifieation would inereage the cost of running the line 
cnormously, for the plant would have to be kept working 
continuously, whether there was mueh traffic or little. 
At the same time, however, the population that the line 
would induce to the districts concerned would make the 
exploitation of the water resourees of those districts a 
commereial preposition, and there is reason for anticipa- 
ting that cheap power would give an impetus to industry. 
Thus, while the electrification of the line considered by 
itself would not be justified, the building of the line 
might make the development of energy from water-power 
feasible, and indirectly be responsible for the establish- 
ment of several industries. I have a high opinion of the 
possibilities of the distriets that will be tapped by the 
railway. The climate, the altitude, the many streams and 
the purity of their water, their adjacency to ports and 
already populous districts, make the possibility of the 
establishment of canning and even paper-pulping works 
there no remote one, but without railway facilities little 
development can take place, and a wastage of natural 
resources must go on. I regard the extension of the 
railway to Inverell as neeessary to reaping the best results 
from the line under review. This must be built if inter- 
change of commodities on a large seale is to be made 
possible, and if the several sections of our railway system 
are to be linked up from the back. I favour the direct 
route from Guyra to Inverell, but would not say the ex- 


tensian from Glen Innes to Inverell is not necessary. 
Some years ago I passed over the route from Guyra via 
Tingha. The country between Guyra and Tenterden is 
suitable for closer settlement. There are patches of fair 
country farther west, but I should say, being guided by 
what I have read, that the Glen Innes-Inverell country 
on the whole is better from an agricultural point of view. 
But, as against that, there is an extensive and highly 
oman field surrounding Tingha, and I anticipate 
that before long a practical move will be made to exploit 
the deep lead-tin there. In this cannection a sug- 
gestion has been put forward that plant capable of de- 
veloping from 25,000 to 80,000 horse-power should be 
erected at Jackadgery, on the Clarence River, and eurrent 
supplied in bulk to the Tingha fields. As the load factor 
will be great the cost per unit of power at the point of 
consumption should be as low as seven-tenths of a peany 
less, and power at such a low rate would make the 
exploitation of the tin-fields a commercial proposition. 
I have no doubt that a concrete proposal will be placed 
before the mining companies in the near future, and its 
acceptance by them would mean a new era of development 
for Tingha and adjoining centres. With direct connection 
tin could be landed at Coff’s Harbour by rail. The dis- 
tance would be just under 200 miles. At present the tin 
has to be transported either 12 miles by road and 509 
miles by rail, or 40 odd miles by road and 386 miles by 
rail. The factor of freight charges over such a distance 
is naturally high, and has a powerful bearing on the tin 
industry, and the market price has to be high before the 
mineral can be profitably won. If the distance to port can 
be reduced by over 300 miles, and road transport eliminated 
altogether, the companies will have a wider margin in 
which to work. Should the Inverell-Glen Innes route be 
adopted, this would mean an additional 60 miles carriage 
for products of the tin field going to Coff’s Harbour for 
shipment. Taking all factors into consideration, my opinion 
is that the line should be extended from Guyra to Inverell 
rather than from Inverell to Glen Innes; but it is essential 
that cne or the other connection should be made. From 
an economic point of yiew, the building of a line from 
Dorrigo to Guyra, and from that point to Inverell, is very 
necessary as a means of bringing into direct toueh two 
separate divisions of the State whose dissimilarity makes 
a brisk trade in different commodities possible. Com- 
modities that cannct ke produced on the Northern Table- 
land and in the north-west are produced in abundance on 
the North Coast, and vice versa, consequently with rail 
facilities there would be interchange of those products. 
Butter, maize, sugar, and coastal fruits would be sent 
west, while sheep, wheat, or its product, and inland fruits 
weuld be sent east. It is true that the manufacture of 
butter takes place in New England, but not on a seale 
to meet requirements all the year round. During winter 
months this commodity is usually taken from Dorrigo to 
Armidale by motor-lorry at a cost of from £8 to £10 per 
ton. At times horse teams have been employed, and hack- 
loading (chaff) at from £7 to £10 per ton has been carried. 
Under ordinary conditions butter would have to be carted 
from Dorrigo to Raleigh, taken by train to Goff’s Harbour, 
chipped frem there to Sydney, and thenee trained to its 
point of destination in New England or the north-west. 
The loading and unloading, reloading and unloading again, 
apart from actual transport charges, impose upon the 
industry a heavy burden of cost, and this, in addition to 
excessive and unnecessary distances, would be eliminated 
by the adoption of the proposal under review. Moreover, 
the marketing of the product in a fresh and wholesome 
condition would be ensured, and this would promote a 
greater demand for it. WReeently in one north-western 
centre, where I was for a week, I tasted no butter that was 
not rancid, and was assured it was seldom otherwise. This 
means that less butter is consumed, in eonsequence of 
which the butter industry suffers. The building of the 
line between Dorrigo and Inverell would permit of butter 
reaching any point in the Northern Division of the State 
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within 24 hours of leaving the factory; it would be respon- 
sible for a bigger demand for butter, and would eliminate 
excessive distance and the duplication of handling which 
adds so much to the cost of production. In that area 
embraced in the Northern Tableland the north-western 
slopes, and the north-western plains, there are over 130,000 
people, all of whom the proposed line would serve directly 
in every conceivable way. So far as the products of those 
d'stricts are concerned, it would pay far more handsomely 
to send them direct rather than by the circuitous route 
to Sydney by rail, and thence by boat to any port north 
of the Macleay, or by train via Maitland, and, conversely, 
the same statement applies to the North Coast. In the 
North Coast proper there are 130,000 people (this leaves 
oit of consideration all districts south of the Macleay), 
whio rcquire apyroximately 20,000 tons of flour annually. 
This quantity, end perhaps more, would be transported 
over the [ne to meet lozal requirements. In addition, the 
railway would be used fcr the transport of sheep which 
ate not raised on the coast, and the demand for which 
would be considerably increased if delivery were assured. 
As showing the disabilities placed unon primary producers 
by the existing system of railways, I desire to state that 
some three years ago Mr. Jacques, a big orchardist in the 
Armidale district, announced his intention to destroy his 
magnificent cherry orchard on account of the high cost of 
marketing the fruit. Within a radius of 150 miles cherries 
eould not be obtained unless at a prohibitive cost. At 
Dorrigo, for instanee, only 84 miles away, 2s. per lb. was 
asked. I have enumerated cnly a few of the items that 
would provide freight for the line in question, There are 
many others that might be mentioned, but the Committce 
will readily sec that traffic from one district to the other 
and vice versa, to meet purely local requirements, will be 
considerable. In addition to this must be considered the 
commodities that will pass over the line for shipinent at 
Cofi’s Harbour or the Clarence for Interstate trade, and 
ultimately foreign export. When the improvements now 
being carried out at Coff’s Harbour are completed, that 
port will be able to accommodate both Interstate ships 
and the smaller overseas vessels, and I have no doubt that 
should it be linked up with the northern and north-western 
railway systems, it will become a place of considerable 
importance. Even to-day certain goods are brought from 
Sydney to Coff’s Ilarbour and the Clarence by boat and 
transported by waggon to Glen Innes (106 miles) and 
Derrigo (44 miles), respectively. In the case of Glen 
Innes it is found more economical to do this than to for- 
ward direct by rail. Should the proposed line be built, 
trade between the capital and centres north of Guyra, via 
Coffs Harbour, will make marked development and reach 
a considerable volume. Admittedly; this particular de- 
velopment will reduce the volunie of traffic ove® the exist- 
ing system; but that cannot be offered as & reason why 
the peope he are far removed from the city should be 
eadd'ed with the cost of the State’s past folly. Moreover; 
the loss from this will be more than counter-balanced by 
inereased development and traffic in the north. Much of 
the trade that would be pfonioted by the railway is non: 
existent to-day, consequently it has no influence or effect 
whatever upon the rutniig of the existing railway 
system. The proposal, if adopted; would make two ports 
accessible to the northern quartet of New Séuth Wales. 
The port of Coffs Harbour is being successfully de: 
veloped, and the Clarence Rivet, accordiig to expert 
authority, can .bé made ati excéptionally fine harbour: 
The line will junétion with the North Coast railway at a 
point almost mid-way between the tws. Coff’s Harbour i8 
mid-way between Sydne¥ and Brisbane; aid as the Sydney 
Harbour is congested; it should ke a suitable point to 
divert traffic to seeing that it i8 s0 conveniently situated 
for tapping the notth. The line itself will intersect the 
Northern railway at a potht tiid-way between Wallan- 
garra and Werris Creek, the junction of the North and 
North-western railway. Between the Bordet and Werris 
Creek it will serve the whole of the area affected better 
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than any other line north or south could do, and it 
appears to offer the most advantages so far as route is 
concerned, inasmuch as practically all engineering dif_i- 
culties will have been overcome when the railway now 
under congtruction from Glentreagh reaches Dorrigo. 
From the latter point to Ebor the survey follows a spur 
which rises gradually and skirts the head of many water- 
courses till the Guy Fawkes country, at an elevation of 
over 4,000 feet, is reached. There is no great difference 
between the elevation of Guyra and Ebor, and very few 
hills or depressions to negotiate. The distance of Nar- 
rabri from. Cofft’s Harbour, either via Werris Creek or 
Inverell, is approximately the same as that form Sydney, 
while centres south-east cf Narrabri on the North-western 
line are not much nearer to Sydney, via Werris Creek; 
than to Coff’s Harbour. Walgett is only 19 miles farther 
from Coff’s Harbour than from Sydney, despite the fact 
that the train has to describe two sides of a triangle. 
Mungindi is 100 miles nearer to Coff’s Harbour than 
Sydney. In fact the natural outlet for the northern 
quarter of New South Wales is via Guyra and Glenreagh. 
I regard the Guyra-Dorrigo connection as complementary 
to the line under construction from Dubbo to Werris 
Creek—not for trade purposes so much as for economic 
and military reasons. With both lines in commission, it 
would be possible to minimise the disastrous effect of the 
droughts that periodically recur in New South Wales. 
Dubbo is accessible from any railway centre in the south 
and west by several routes; but not from the North Coast; 
north or north-west, except by the roundabout way ot 
Sydney. When, however, the Werris Creek junction is 
made, the north and north-west will be brought into closer 
and more direct touch with the central, western, and south- 
western railway systems, and only the Inverell-Dorrigo line 
will then be wanting to provide New South Wales with 
a workable system of railways for defence and economic 
purposes. Dubbo is only 445 miles from Coff’s Harbour 
and Grafton, via Werris Creek and Guyra. Via Sydney 
and Guyra the distance is over 800 miles, and via Sydney 
and Maitland 660. A study of meteorological conditions 
over the State shows that droughts are rarely of a State 
wide character. Usually when the north and western 
districts are experiencing prolonged dry spells, the seasons 
on the North Coast are fair. At such periods the Dubbo- 
Werris Creek and Guyra-Dorrigo lines would be of ines- 
timable advantage inasmuch as starving stock could be 
transported to the coast cver railways that would not be 
congested with ordinary traffic. The greater part of the 
State has passed through a gruelling drought during the 
past four years; yet the rainfall on the Dorrigo has aver- 
aged about 80 inches annually. Many other coastal dis- 
tricts have experienced fair sedsons. But this peculiarity 
cannot be taken full advantage of unless the proposal 
under consideration is approved: Incidentally, I should 
like to mention that the best potato season on the Dorrigo 
and adjacent districts is that wlien drought conditions 
obtain in other parts. In 1919 or 1920 when crops failed 
elsewhere, and supplies had to be imported from overseas 
at from £39 to £45 per ton, the season on the plateau was 
ideal; and had there been railway facilities, the State’s 
requirements would have been supplied at a reasonable 
price. At the time, I commented upon the fact that the 
absenee of the Guyra connettion meant a tremendous loss 
to Néw South Wales, inasmuch as while thousands of tons 
of potatoes could have been produced locally, the difficulties 
and cost of tarnsportation would have made their cultiva- 
tioti a waste of time, if not a waste of capital. This, I 
think, is a most important aspect, and I hope due con- 
sideration will be given to it. The Dorrigo-Guyra con- 
nection would also ke a valuable factor in the defence of 
this country should it ever be attacked. The line that 
connects Sydney with Newcastle is vulnerable from the 
coast, aid the smashing of it at any poiiit would dislocate 
the entire northern system, But with the Dubbo-Werris 
Greek and Guyra-Dorrigo connections open, troops and 
miterial could still be transported to any point in the 
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north or conveyed to the very centre of the North Coast 
from practically any other quarter of the State. I do not 
profess to be a military expert, but one does not need to 
know too much of strategic factors to grasp readily the 
weakness that exists locally in the great gaping space be- 
tween the North Coast line and the Great Northern line. 
In conclusion, I desire to eay that I am not antagonistic 
to any other proposals either north or south of that under 
consideration. But J am not intimately acquainted with 
local conditions appertaining to the only other proposal 
affecting the north-eastern corner of New South Wales 
before the Committee, viz., the Tentérfield-Casino; conse- 
quently I am not in a position to give evidence concerning 
it. At the same time, however, I do not regard that pro- 
posal es a rival to this, but rather as complementary to it; 
but whether it is of more importance than the central con- 
nection as a railway to meet the immediate needs of de- 
centralisation and all that that word comprehends remains 
to ke proved by the evidence brought before the Committee. 

2212. Mr. Drummond.] You have stated that at one 
time the Clarence River opinion favoured a direct con- 
nection with Glen Innes, and you state further that that 
agitation has been dropped in favour of the Dorrigo pro- 
posal. Is that now the general feeling of the people of the 
Clarence River district?’—I believe so. They have put 
their weight behind the present proposal. 


2218. Is that in the belief that the proposed line would 
serve their district?—Yes, just as well as a line from 
Glen Innes. 


2214. In stating that four-fifths of the land between 
Dorrigo and Guyra would come under the influence of 
closer settlement, to what type of settlement did you refer! 
—The growing of oats, potatoes, and the dairying industry. 
It is essentially closer settlement country. There is only 
one narrow break of poor country between Dorrigo and 
Guyra. That is for 7 or 8 miles on the top of the snowy 
ridges, and even to the left and right of that there is good 
eountry. ; 


2215. Retween Dorrigo and Ebor is not less land re- 
quired for settlement areas than between Ebor and Guyra!? 
—-Yes, from Aberfoyle to Guyra 500 aeres would provide 
a living area, but from Ebor to Deervale 400 acres would 
be sufficient for dairying under present conditions. As 


time goes on the Ebor-Deervale country will be sub- 
divided into 200-acre blocks, and more will be taken off 
those smaller areas, with effective farming methods, than 
is taken off the larger areas now. 

2216. Supposing the railway is 
charges will kill closer settlement. 

2217. Do you consider there is a likelihood of the mining 
fields within the influence of the proposed line being de- 
veloped by hydro-electricity?—Yes. I have had a con- 
versation with the general manager of Armstrong, Whit- 
worth, & Company, who are carrying out the Nymboids 
hydro-electric scheme. That gentleman mentioned a 
scheme at Jackadgery for the development of 25,000 or 
30,000 h.p., which could be supplied in bulk to the mining 
companies at Tingha at seven-tenths of a penny per unit, 
by which means the deep lead tin should be successfully 
exploited. 

2218. In your statement you mention that it is estimated 
that should the line be constructed there will be an im- 
mediate demand for 10,000,000 feet of Dorrigo timber 
annually. Does that mean that the north and north-west 
have a market for so much timber?—Yes. That is the 
opinioin of Mr. Nott, of Armidale, who has his finger on 
the pulse of the timber requirements in that part of the 
State. 

2219. Had he in mind a certain quantity going to the 
North Coast*’—No. He meant inland and the north- 
western district. That is not a very great quantity of 
timber, considering the amount that has been taken out 
of Dorrigo. 

2220. What has been the effect of the lack of transport 
facilities in this district?—Present conditions have kept 
the Dorrigo district back at least eight years. 

2221, Dairying has been gone in for in some cases, but 
the distance which cream has to be transported is too far. 
It deteriorates in quality, and lower prices are obtained 
for it. 

2222. Mr. Doe.] In stating that four-fifths of the land 
would be put under closer settlement in the area affected by 
the proposed line did you refer to the arable land or to 
the whole district ?—I meant four-fifths of the land in the 
whole district. 

2223. In referring to the canning industry, what had 
you in mind !{—Catt'> cud sheep. 
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Present -— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHatrmMan). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony,. 
Francis Micnaret Burxe, Ese. 


WiLuraM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrummMonp, Esa, 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Thomas Edward Burrows, M.InstC.E., Chief Engineer, 
Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of Public 
Works, sworn, and examined :— 


2224, Chairman.] Regarding the suitability of Coff’s 
Harbour, the Clarence entrance, and Byron Bay as coastal 
ports have you a statement to read@—Yes, it is as fol- 
lows :— 


SUITARILITY oF CorF’s Harpour, CLARENCE ENTRANCE, AND 
Bykown Bay as Coastar Ports, 


Coff’s Harbour.—This port, which is of the open road- 
stead type, is situated 240 miles north of Sydney and 54 
miles south of the Clarence River entrance. Jetty accom- 
modation suiable for the amount of the existing trade has 
been provided. Improvements shown in blue colour on the 
plan are being carried out at an estimated cost of £465,456. 
These works, which were practically those authorised by 
Parliament, were estimated originally to cost £195,200, but 
owing to the war conditions and the increase in cost of 
labour and material the then estimated cost has been more 
than doubled. The northern wall has been carried out to 


a distance of 2,700 feet, and this leaves about 500 feet to be 
constructed to complete the structure to Mutton Bird Island. 
It is expected that this wall will be completed by the end 
of the current year. The eastern breakwater commences on 
the outer end of the South Coff’s Island, and will extend 
in a north-easterly direction towards Mutton Bird Island, a 
distance of about 1,200 feet. Very little work has been done 
on this wall up to the present. Preparations are being made 
for the construction of about twelve 100-ton concrete blocks, 
which will be used to break up the wave action at the base 
of this breakwater adjoining the steep rock face on the 
island. Provision is made in the estimate for the con- 
struction of two jetties on the lee of the eastern wall. These 
will be 650 feet long, 80 feet wide, and provide for vessels 
of 24 feet draft. The estimated cost of these jetties is 
£80,000. Interstate steamers from 4,000 to 5,000 tons capacity 
will have satisfactory accommodation provided here when 
these jetties are completed. The area available within the 
port when breakwaters are completed and a small area 
dredged will be 116 acres, carrying a depth of 24 feet and 
over at low water. 

Clarence River Entrance—This entrance is situated 294 
miles from Sydney, 51 miles south of Byron Bay. As a 
coastal port this river entrance provides for vessels having 
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a draft of 12 feet at all states of the tide. The entrance 
channel retains this depth normally, and when it is shoaled 
by on-shore gales the normal depth is soon restored either 
by the natural scour or by dredging. The construction 
of a breakwater on the northern side of the entrance was 
approved by the Public Works Committee, and an autho- 
rising Act was subsequently passed by Parliament to allow 
portion of this breakwater being constructed. Hitherto no 
actual commencement has been made with the work beyond 
collecting plant for the purpose of quarrying stone at 
Woodford Quarry. The removal of the reef has also been 
authorised by Parliament, but it has been considered de- 
sirable not to commence this work until some protection 
from wave action has been provided by the extension of the 
northern breakwater above referred to. The result of the 
above-mentioned works should be an improvement in the 
depth of the entrance channel, and lessen considerably the 
amount of dredging required, as the sand now earried into 
the entrance from the northern beach will be cut off by the 
construction of the portion of the northern wall referred to. 
These improvements, which were estimated to cost £69,000 
and £28,500 respectively, will, when completed, enable vessels 
of 14 feet to 15 feet draft to enter the port and navigate 
the river to Grafton. Additional dredging will be required 
to maintain this additional depth in the river, the cost of 
which is estimated to amount to £6,000 per annum. 

Byron Bay.—This port, which is also the open roadstead 
type, is situated 345 miles from Sydney and 51 miles north 
of the Clarence entrance. Protection afforded by the south- 
ern headland (Cape Byron) is generally sufficient to enable 
shipping to be carried on throughout the year without inter- 
ruption. The anchorage in Byron Bay cannot be said to 
be good holding ground, and for this reason vessels are 
sometimes during bad weather in danger of getting ashore. 
The existing jetty is not in the best position available, either 
as regards depth of water or the direction of the waves. 
The construction of a new jetty at an estimated cost of 
about £72,000 is now under consideration. This jetty, if 
carried out, will give all reasonable facilities required for 
the use of Byron Bay as a coastal port. 


Cost and Work necessary to be undertaken to render these 
ports suitable for Deep-sea Vessels. 


Coff’s Harbour.—In the present’ scheme of harbour im- 
provements now being carried out at this place provision is 
made for vessels of 24 feef draft. This would cover many 
of the interstate vessels and a small proportion of oversea 
ships. This scheme is indicated in blue on the plan. The 
enclosure which will be made on comlpetion of the break- 
water must, however, be regarded as a small matter, and 
there will be very little sea-room for large vessels to 
manceuyre. In calm weather vessels of 4,000 to 5,000 tons 
capacity could be navigated in and out of port without diffi- 
culty, but in an easterly gale vessels of the size named 
would have to put*to sea to ayoid being blown ashore. To 
create a larger port, capable of dealing with vessels of, say, 
30 feet draft, would entail much heavier expenditure, and 
either of the enclosures on the plan would be suitable for 
converting into ports for the larger vessels referred to. 


The cost of these works is roughly estimated as follows :— 


‘ ; Area over 
4 fathoms. 

4 Acres, 

Scheme shown in red .. es 879,300 148 

Scheme shown in yellow -. 1,236,900 260 

Scheme shown in dark green . 1,274,200 250 
Scheme shown in dark green and 

light green .. 2,071,800 363 


These estimates have been arrived at by simply doubling 
the figures prepared in 1915. The schemes were prepared in 
connection with the Decentralisation Commissioners’ report 
by Messrs. de Burgh and Keele, acting independently of each 
other. In my opinion there is little to choose between the 
schemes shown except in the matter of cost. The scheme 
shown in yellow would give the greatest length of sea-room 
in an easterly gale, while in a southerly or south-easterly 
wind the scheme shown by red line would give most pro- 
tection, and as the prevailing heavy winds come from these 
quarters the balance of opinion is in favour of this scheme. 

Clarence Entrance.—In connection with a port for deep-sea 
vessels at this entrance, an outer harbour of 282 acres in 
extent might be formed by breakwaters, as indicated on 
plan, leaving an opening for navigation 1,400 feet in width. 
The area of the inner harbour shown when dredged over 4 
fathoms in depth would be 440 acres. These two works 
would cost respectively—£1, 044,000 the outer harbour and 
£676,000 the inner harbour, the total cost amounting to 
£1.720,000. The harbour, being at the mouth of the river, is 
subject to heavy floods, and would require constant attention 
as regards dredging. I have set the annual cost down for 
the purpose at £10,000 per annum. Freight could be 
shipped and unloaded at both the outer and inner portions 
of the proposed port, and carried by lighter to and from 
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Grafton. Passengers could be provided for by fast line of 
ferry steamers, or by bringing a branch line of rail from 
South Grafton to the entrance at Yamba. 

Byron Bay.—The design for a breakwater at this port is 
a slightly modified one from that designed by Mr. C. W. 
Darley when Wngineer-in-Chief, and although it will not 
provide complete protection from all bad weather, it would 
add very materially to the natural protection afforded by the 
headland of Cape Byron and reef extending from it to the 
northward. As pointed out above, the anchorage or holding 
ground in this bay is somewhat indifferent, being mostly 
a few feet of sand overlying harder material, such as in- 
durated sand, and it would be necessary to provide special 
moorings for vessels of considerable size at this port. The 
main point of variation from Mr. Darley’s proposal consists 
in leaving an opening 1,000 feet wide at the Cape Byron end 
of the proposed breakwater, the idea being to enable the 
sand travelling round the bay to find an exit, and not be 
trapped in the port, as would probably be the case if no 
such opening were left. Experienced gained at Trial Bay, 
where the sand has been trapped by the breakwater there 
under similar conditions, leads to this recommendation. 
The cost of the breakwater and the necessary moorings for 
six vessels might be taken as £695,000; new jetty as before, 
£72,000; total, £767,000. Length of breakwater, 6,475 feet; 
area protected, 150 acres. 

2225. Will you get as much water as the result of the 
work authorised at Coff’s Harbour and suggested at the 
Clarence entrance as you have at Port Kembla?—No. 

2226. In order to get as much water there as you have at 
Port Kembla for the accommodation of overseas ships 
heavy expenditure in each case would be necessary ?—Yes. 
Not so much expenditure would be required at Byron Bay, 
but the suggested work will not give as much water as we 
have at Port Kembla. 

2227. Do you anticipate larger vessels of 4,000 and 
5,000 tons going to Coff’s Harbour as the result of the 
work now in progress ?—I do not anticipate that, although 
more water could be obtained by more extensive dredging. 

2228. Would it be a costly job at Coff’s Harbour?—No. 

2229. Would the work have to proceed from year to 
year ?—Once it was done I think the depth would remain 
fairly stable. 

9230. I understand that of the so-called artificial har- 
bours on the New South Wales coast Port Kembla is the 
best 2—Yes. 

2231. Mr. Travers.| What is the total area of water at 
Coft’s Harbour ’—About 246 acres at high water. 

2232. Has the Department considered the advisableness 
of pushing on with other schemes shown in red and in 
Tow on the plan ?—No. 

2233. Do you consider that the pee Sea her of Coft’s 
heneait will be met when the scheme shown in blue on the 
plan is completed?—Yes, requirements will be met for 
vessels up to 4,000 and 5,000 tons. I do not think vessels 
larger than that could be handled at Coff’s Harbour, even 
if there were sufficient water, because the harbour would 
not be big enough. 

2234. What would it cost to provide the same facilities 
at Byron Bay as there will be at Coff’s Harbour when the 
proposed scheme is completed ?—With the jetty, £767,000; 
without the jetty, £695,000. 

2235. Would that give you an average depth of 24 feet? 
—We should have more water and could accommodate 
larger ships at Byron Bay. 

2236. Considering Byron Bay, the Clarence entrance, 
and Coff’s Harbour, the three principal ports on the North 
Coast, from the standpoint of decentralisation and with 
railway communication between the Narth Coast and the 
Northern tablelands, which, in your opinion, is the best for 
oversea shipping’?’—Byron Bay, all things considered. 

2237. Mr. Doe.| Would the scheme shown in green on 
the plan provide an outer harbour at Coff’s Harbour ?— 
Yes. 

2238. I understand that scheme is an adjunct to the 
work now in course of construction ?—Yes. 

2239. Would the construction of a breakwater at Byron 
Bay afford reasonable protection to vessels lying at the 
proposed jetty ?—Yes. 

2240. Would it be advantageous to further extend the 
jetty 2—Yes, that could be done at any time. 
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9241. Mr. Drummond.] What depth would be obtained 
at Byron Bay under the suggested scheme ?’—From 27 feet 
up to 6 fathoms. 

2242. Has any one of these three harbours an advantage 
over the others as regards security in heavy weather !—I 
think the Clarence entrance is the most protected in 
stormy weather. The southern headland protects it con- 
siderably. 

9243. Which of these three harbours could be made the 
safest for vessels !—Economically, I think Byron Bay is 
preterable. 

2244. Do I understand it is possible to obtain the re- 
quired depth at Coffs Harbour and at the Clarence 
although the cost would be greater ?—Yes. 

' 2945. Could the largest area of water be obtained at the 
Clarenee entrance ?—Y es. 

2246. If the Clarence entrance were déveloped would the 
cost of upkeep be a large item, as compared with Coffs 
Harbour and Byron Bay /—Yes, there would be a tendency 
to silt up. 

2247. Would it be a greater disability than is experienced 
in the Hunter at Newcastle?—No, I think the Hunter 
would be worse than the Clarence. 


9248. From that standpoint the Clarence entrance offers 
a better proposition than Newcastle Harbour !—Yes, as far 
as the cost of dredging is concerned. 

9949. What depth is required to accommodate the 
largest vessels trading to Australia?—40 feet. 

9250, Mr. Mahony.] Does not a fair amount of silting 
take place in Byron Bay ?—Yes, occasionally, but the scour 
clears it out. 

2251. How will the bay be scoured ?—We have left an 
opening 1,000 feet wide at the end of the breakwater. 


2252. Mr. Drummond.] Are Coff’s Harbour, the Clar- 
ence entrance, and Byron Bay capable of being dredged to 
give 40 feet of water within reasonable engineering limits? 
—Yes, all of them, I think. The Clarence would probably 
take more dredging to give 40 feet. 

2253. Is it indurated sand. there?—There is rock in 
places. In one area, portion of the outer harbour, we 
probably could not get more than 24 feet, but on the other 
side we could. 

2954. Mr. Mahony.] Could you get a channel 40 feet 
deep to the inner harbour?—Yes. 


THURSDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. 'T. DICK (Crairmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicuarL, Burke, Ese. 


WintniAmM Camrron, Esq. 
Brian JAmMes Dog, Ese. 
Davin Henry ‘DrumMmonp, Ese. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. 


Malcolm Morrison, Geological Surveyor, Department of 
Mines, sworn, and examined :— 


2255. Mr. Drummond.| What evidence have you to offer 
with regard to the mineral deposits on the Guyra-Dorrigo 
line, particularly in regard to Rockvale silver mines?— 
At Rockvale there is some very rich ore. It would go up 
to 1,500 or 2,000 ounces to the ton. The loads there are 
on the small side. Most of them have been worked out. 
In one mime, which they have tried to float for some time, 
there is very rich ore; but it is very small. 

2256. Is your information such as would enable you to 
indicate the general extent of the field or the possibilities 
of its being a real asset to the railway if constructed ?— 
With the exception of a little silver at Rockvale, I do not 
know of any mining of consequence which occurs there. 


Lieut.-Colonel Michael- Frederick Bruxner, D.S.O., 
M.L.A.,; Northern Tablelands, sworn, and examined :— 


2257. Mr. Burke.] 1 understand that with respect to the 
two proposals, Tenterfield to Casino, and Guyra to Dor- 
rigo, you favour the construction of both lines ?—Yes. 

2258. In the event of having to decide between the two 
lines, which would you consider would be the most con- 
ducive to the interests of the Northern Tableland—the 
Guyra to Dorrigo line, or the Tenterfield to Casino line ?— 
I would not like to give an opinion on that. What 
strikes me more than anything else is the fact that there 
ig already a big population on the coast around Lismore 
which certainly means a market there already for anything 
going from the north. At the same time there is consider- 
able work being done on the Coff’s Harbour port which, 
from a shipping point of view, makes it attractive. Those 
two points more or less counteract each other. I have no 
preference regarding them, and would not express one. 

2259. Either line, I suppose, would serve the North 
Coast equally as well. Would it be right to say that the 
Tenterfield to Casino line would serve the northern por- 
tion better than the Guyra-Dorrigo line?—Yes, un- 
doubtedly ; and it would apply the other way. 


2260. Would you express an opinion with regard to the 
quality of the land, mile for mile, between the Tenterfield- 
Casino and the Guyra-Dorrigo routes?—I am very con- 
versant with the Tenterfield-Casino route, and I am not 
so conversant with the other. I can speak mile for mile 
on one, and can only give a more or less general descrip- 
tion of the other. J should say that there is probably less 
inferior country on the Guyra-Dorrigo line, that is, if we 
take that strip from Tenterfield to Tabulam and a corre- 
sponding strip from the tableland. Probably the Guyra- 
Dorrigo Hne would, in the main, be better because they 
have the basalt belt coming in there which you do not 
get on the further north portion. : 

9261. The Guyra-Dorrigo proposition would cost nearly 
£1,000,000 less than the Tenterfield-Casino proposal. You 
consider both lines to be necessary ‘—Yes. 

2262. Do you know the country well between Inverell 
and Glen Innes and Inverell and Guyra?—I know the 
Inverell-Glen Innes country better than I know the Inverell- 
Guyra country. ; 

2263. Do you know the Inverell-Guyra country well 
enough to express an opinion as to the quality of the land 
on that route compared with that on the Inverell-Glen 
Innes route?—I do. JI would say that more generally 
there is better country from Inverell to Glen Innes than 
from Inverell to Guyra. There is no poor country betweea 
Inverell and Glen Innes. Some of the country is not 80 
rich between Inverell and Guyra; on the other hand 
there is a mining field on that route which would probably 
compensate for that patch of country. 

2264. That is Tingha?—Yes. The granite country 
around Tingha has given very good results so far, from 
the fruit and vegetable point of view, under decent water 
conditions. : 

2265. Would you say, in the event of the Tenterfield- 
Casino line being constructed, that the natural connection 
from Inverell would be Glen Innes?—Yes. Naturally, if 
you are going to give the north-west an outlook, if you give 
it a northerly one, the nearer you connect Inverell to the 
main line the better; and vice versa. 
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2266. The Inverell-Guyra route would be the natural one 
for the southern portion?—That is if you look upon the 
Guyra-Dorrigo line as a north-west connection and leave 
out the fact that immediately west of the line lies the 
Bundarra-Narrabri country which is a very rich belt. 

2267. Mr. Drwmmond.| The estimate for the construc- 
tion of this line with a 1 in 40 grade enabling the ordinary 
rolling-stock te be used is 2,500,000. The Railway Com- 
missioners state it is difficult to estimate what the revenue 
will be, but it is likely to fall short of working expenses. 
The annual interest charge would be £97,871. In view of 
that statement, and the fact that the Committee has placed 
before it by the Commissioners a statement that there are 
non-paying country lines, do you think the Committee 
would be justified in reeommending the construction of 
this lme; if so, why?—I certainly think the Committee 
would be justified in doing so, not only in connection with 
this line, but other lines of a similar nature which are 
absolutely necessary to place the railway system of this 
State on a thoroughly decentralised basis. If you look at 
the map you will see that up to the present we shave fol- 
lowed perhaps one of the most crude systems of railway 
development of any country in the world. Lines are con- 
verging, competing with each other, and not giving the 
maximum service they should. If you study the systems 
in most countries, especially in those of the same age as 
our own, you will see the endeavour always is to get a 
right angle intersection of line, because there you get the 
maximum amount of service, The lines under review are 
essential to make that northern system a thorough check- 
board one. I think the Committee, in considering this 
question, must not only look at the line from the point 
. of view of its earnings, but from the point of view of its 
bearing on the rest of the railway system of the State, 
and on its bearing as a work of national importance; 
whether it is going to lead to the establishment of new 
centres in the eountry which will attract population and 
maintain population there, I would put this aspect: The 
Commissioners apportion the earnings on various sec- 
tions of the line. Take Tenterfield. We will say that 
25,000 head of cattle are trucked annually from Tenter- 
field. Tenterfield is not credited with the whole of that 
stock. The amount of freight derived from that stock is 
apportioned throughout the various lengths from Darling 
Harbour right to Tenterfield. That is a matter of ac- 
countaney. On their figures they will show the northern 
portion does not pay. But you have to remember that if 
the train did not go to Tenterfield probably not half that 
number of cattle would go along that line. The place 
where the freight has its inception is, to my mind, the 
great earning place so far as any railway is concerned. 
You put a line there, and the people move their produce 
to it. The rest of the line is fortunate in getting its share 
of that freight. Then there is an indirect revenue derived 
from a railway line which that line is never credited with. 
- For instance, the Crown lands along any new line are 
enhanced in value, and the rental charge for the instal- 
ments, if the land is disposed of by time-payment, means 
inereased revenue to the Lands Department and to the eon- 
solidated revenue. Then, again, private land is enhanced 
in value, and, although this State does not get all the 
land-tax, still the enhanced value of private land means 
increased taxes by the owner thereof, which again is an 
indirect earning of that line. On top of that, a railway 
line means increased prosperity to the people along it. 
They are able to conduct their business more suecessfully, 
and, through income-tax again, the State derives a very 
great benefit. All those are indirect earnings of a rail- 
way line which are not credited to it, and which the 
Commissioners cannot show as a credit. 
been my contention that the so-called non-paying lines 
should be subsidised by the whole State, because they earn 
an indirect amount of money which everyone gets a share 
of, and which no one seems to pay a share towards. If 
you go into the history of the railway system of New 
South Wales, how many lines will be found which have 
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paid from the inception. I do not think in any young 
country you will find many lines that have paid working 
expenses and the interest on the cost of construction for 
the first few years. The same thing applies to other por- 
tions of the country; they are part and parcel of the 
general development of the State. If we are to wait for 
the construction of those railways until there is a possi- 
bility of them paying, then I do not think we will ever 
be able to get them because very rarely the Commissioners 
give anything but a very conservative estimate of what 
the earnings of a line will be. 

2268. You consider the Tenterfield-Casino line and the 
Guyra-Dorrigo line should be regarded from the national 
standpoint rather than from the local trade which they 
may develop’—Absolutely. If I could bring the north 
into its milennium, there are four lines which I consider 
absolutely essential for that part of the State: the Tenter- 
field-Casino, the Glen Innes-Grafton, the Guyra-Dorrigo, 
and the Wollun to Mt. George, in towards Port Stephens. 
Those lines would be in districts where there is a 
certain rainfall. Apart from its soil value that is the 
safest part of the State. So far as settlement igs con- 
cerned, there are few failures anywhere in that coast-line 
strip. They want means of access to market, I believe 
if we took a sporting chance and put those lines in we 
would save our eastern stock by the thousands in time of 
drought. The saving made in one drought would pay for 
the cost of all those lines. 

2269. From those areas which would be linked up by the 
proposed lines, could we look for an extension of settle- 
ment and development ?—There is nothing surer than that 
you would get increased settlement from either of those 
lines because the country is there. Those who own big 
areas to-day eannot hold out because of the values. It 
does not pay to graze. Most people are subdividing and 
getting out now. You have an example of what will 
happen in that country in the Casino to Kyogle line. In 
my time, we sold land at Runnymede, and about the same 
time Kyogle and Wyangerie was sold for £3 an acre free- 
hold. That was not more than twenty years ago. We 
thought we got a good price for it. Land values have 
gone up from £8 to £15 and £30 an acre. That country 
ig no better than the route as far as Tabulam at any 
rate. What we termed medium country is always worth 
more alongside a rich dairying district than anywhere 
else, for the reason that once it becomes high in value the 
dairyman cannot afford to run more than his milk cows 
on the land. If he runs his growing stock or dry cows he 
is losing money. As soon as dairying has been carried on, 
the value of the country on which they put the dry and 
the young stock is enhanced in value tremendously. The 
other day the Rosebery estate, at the head of the Rich- 
mond River, was bought by a syndicate which sold the 
worst part of it at an average of ‘about £11 per acre. It 
sold for £21 an aere, a place which had been used for graz- 
ing as long as I can remember. You get exactly the same 
state of affairs as occurred near Casino, Woordowoolgan 
Station, south of the proposed line. A lot of that country 
was looked upon for years as being absolutély inferior. As 
soon ag the line to Kyogle went through, and Casino be- 
came what it is, you could not buy a farm under £15 to 
£25 an acre—land which in my time sold for 80s. an aére 
freehold. Now that the paspalum has got into it, you 
would not know it; all the timber has been cleaned up. 
What was comparatively poor country a few years ago is 
considered highly profitable even at a big price. The 
same thing will take place from Oasino to Tenterfield. 
The pressure of land values will force improvements 
to take place. There is no country east of the main range 
that does not lend itself to improvement once the timber 
is killed. The rainfall ig there, and that is really what 
people pay for; it is not so much the ground as what falls 
on it. Hee IS REY 

2270. Would you say that the development of the north- 
west about Inverell is being retarded to any extent through 
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lack of this cross-country connection with the coast?—I 
can only repeat what Sir Joseph Carruthers said when 
he visited Inverell a little while ago—that he had never 
been there before, that he regretted he had not been be- 
cause it was a kingdom of its own. There is a kingdom 
there in itself. I do not believe there is a richer piece 
of country anywhere in Australia than lies in from In- 
verell towards the Queensland border. There is really 
only one town there—Ashford—and that is because there 
ig no inducement offered to people to go in for anything 
else but grazing as they would have to send their stuff to 
Moree and Werris Creek to Sydney. That means they 
could only grow hard cereals that would stand long trips. 
To go in for growing vegetables or perishable stuff is alto- 
gether out of the question. On the Arawatta Estate, out- 
side Inverell, there is a vegetable garden of less than 1 acre 
in extent which a Chinaman works. Mr. Bowling, who 
owns Arawatta, allows him two-thirds of what he can make 
on that small area. The Chinaman has to provide the 
_place with as many vegetables as they want. Water is laid 
on, and the land is irrigated. Last year the Chinaman 
cleared from that patch of land £230. So that it can 
safely be said there is a good living for a family on less 
than an acre of that land outside Inverell in growing 
vegetables if they could market the stuff, If you put 
fifty families on similar gardens all around there they 
. would make nothing, because there is no get-away for their 
produce. Give them a quick outlet to the coast, where 
the transit is cheap, and you do give them a chance to get 
rid of a great deal of the produce that would be grown, 
particularly when it is remembered that many things they 
can grow at Inverell cannot be grown on the coast, and 
in the corner near the Queensland border. I think the 
whole future of that corner lies in whether or not it is 
going to get its natural outlet to the coast as quickly as 
possible. Long haulage is what is killing the farmer to-day 
in the far-out regions—the long pull on the train. 

2271. Mr. Cameron.] Supposing the Tenterfield to 
Casino line were built where would people growing perish- 
“able goods sell them?—AIl through the thickly-settled 
country of Lismore and Murwillumbah. 

2272. Could they not grow their own cabbages there ?— 
They do to a certain extent; but you will find in the main 
they do not go in for market gardening and fruit-growing 
to anything like the extent they do on the north-west and 
on the tableland. That is mainly from the fact that they 
get tremendous heavy rain there, and just when a man 
gets his place in working order along comes one of the 
quite common deluges which they suffer from and washes 
everything away. The amount of cultivation and farming 
done there is small in comparison with what is done on the 
less moist country out west. 

2278. Has not the Arawatta subdivision failed?—No. 
They labour under a difficulty in getting their produce 
away. Dairying and cheese-making are successfully car- 
ried on. I do not suppose you would find a more up-to- 
date place than Arawatta is to-day. They manufacture 
their own milk into cheese, for which there is a ready sale. 

2274. I take it you consider the principal reason for con- 
structing this line would be, in the first place, to connect 
the two railway systems, and, in the second place, to pro- 
vide a means for exporting the surplus goods?—Inter- 
change of produce between three distinct zones of country, 


and also the provision of a port for the export of any. 


surplus not required by the people along the route. I 
do not necessarily mean overseas exports. There are 
plenty of places along the coast which may require goods 
from that district. Some of the traffic may go to Bris- 
bane. 
The sea can be reached within 150 miles. 

99275. Would you expect that the west and north-west 
country would produce more for the railways than is the 
case at present ?—Undoubtedly. 

9276. From the point of view of closer settlement ?— 
Yes. I do not think there is any future for closer settle- 
ment along that north-west corner unless a quicker means 
of getting their produce away is afforded them. About 


Once you strike the coast you have cheap shipping. 


Texas, on the Queensland gide, there is some of the finest 
tobaceo and cotton country in Australia. A company 
lately formed there has a guarantee from the Queensland 
Government that the railway line from Inglewood will be 
extended there. That company is preparing to subdivide 
and settle all that country. It means if the Inglewood- 
Texas line is constructed, you might as well give the 
northern part of New South Wales to Queensland, because 
they will get all the traffic from there. I have a place in 
that district, and I would certainly, in those circumstances, 
send my stuff to Brisbane because of the shorter distance. 


2277. If the proposed line were built it would not bring 
you any closer?—If goods can be sent direct to the 
coast it would make a great deal of difference. There 
is one of the biggest water conservation schemes either 
in this State or in Queensland, that is the Mingoola 
scheme where Pike’s Creek junctions with the Severn 
River. The Tenterfield Creek junctions there also. The 
Queensland Government has made an exhaustive survey 
of that country with the object of conserving water there 
which will be carried from Texas almost to Mungindi. 
The New South Wales Government has not taken much 
notice of that scheme. The Queensland Government has 
taken very careful soundings there, and undoubtedly it 
is a very fine water conservation scheme. If it does 
come off there will be a tremendous area of river country 
all through there under intense cultivation, and closely 
settled. 

2278. Would not the line suggested up the Clarence 
Valley have a bearing on the construction of the Tenter- 
field-Casino railroad?@—The Clarence Valley line would 
serve country north and south. It would not serve the 
country towards Tenterfield or the country to the north- 
west. 

9279. The deviation from Fairy Hill would not be 
necessary. The Bonalbo country would be served by the 
suggested line?—It depends on how far you go across. 
The Bonalbo country is fairly mountainous. If you 
start at the river at Tabulam there are seven big streams 
running into the river before you get to Bonalbo. A 
line running along by Bonalbo would be of no use to the 
people at Doubtful Creek, as they would have to climb 
the range to get. to it. But the line would serve good 
country on each side. The Clarence Valley line would 
be a line for local settlement; the other would be a 
national line, 

2280. The line up the Clarence Valley would not inter- 
fere with the Tenterfield-Casino line?—It should not. To 
the people west of the point which would be served by 
the valley line it would be of no use. 

2281. Would the estimated loss on the proposed line 
be largely made up from the revenue received from the 
north-west?—Yes. The Murwillumbah to Grafton line 
is a system by itself, non-paying, though it runs probably 
through the most fertile portion of New South Wales. 
That goes to show that settlement along a line does not 
necessarily make it pay. A line to carry coal to New- 
eastle would not pay. That line does not pay because 
all along it there is the same class of traffic; there is no 
interchange. The same thing applied to a similar line 
in Queensland. Until the line was put through linking 
up the Tweed Heads with Brisbane it did not pay; but it 
then became one of the best-paying lines in the State 
because there was an interchange of products, there was 
back-loading. It is what will make this line pay—the fact 
that there will always be something going from one end 
to the other. 


2282. To give full effect to the nearest connection of 
the northern line with the western system it would be 
necessary to build another cross-country line further 
south ?—Undoubtedly. 


9283. You would expect revenue to come from Inverell 
and towards the Queensland border?—And further out. 

9284. North of Inverell rather than south of it?—Yes. 
In considering these two lines there are two points to 
remember: that one would terminate in the centre of a 
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very thickly-populated place already established—Lismore ; 
and the other would terminate at a potential port not so 
thickly populated. 

2285. If the connection were made from Tenterfield to 
Casino there would still be a big area of western country 
it would not give access-to quite irrespective of the Inverell 
further south connection ?—Yes. 

2286. There would still be a big western area to be 
served in the future despite the fact that Inverell was 
connected with Guyra?—Undoubtedly. And this would 
be the natural outlet. Inverell is only a point. The 
eountry beyond, around Yetman, Yallaroy, and those 
places, is very rich country which is destined to carry a 
very big population. 

2287. Would you say that the land in the Ashford dis- 
trict is as good as the land around Inverell?—Yes. You 
get a frontage just as good out along Frazer’s Creek. 
There are patches of bad country when you get on the 
western side. 

2288. Would not a rainfall be better on the western 
slopes’—As you go toward the river you would get a 
slight increase, but not a great deal. The rainfall from 
Inverell to Bonshaw would be very much the same. 

2289. Would not the line west of Tabulam be essentially 
grazing land under any conditions?—No; they will dairy 
a lot of it. You will see something similar to it on the 


South Coast. Once you leave the fertile fringe of the 
South Coast and begin to get into the mountains there 
is a lot of country which is similar. You get rough hills 
and suddenly come across nice little valleys with rich 
alluvial flats and quite heavily-grassed ridges. The Boonoo 
Boonoo country takes a lot of improving to kill the timber ; 
but onee it is killed you get water within 3 or 4 feet of 
the surface. It is fine growing country. The fruit men 
will tell you that anywhere in the north it is ideal fruit 
country. 

2290. Mr. Doe.] The Railway Commissioners have sub- 
mitted two proposals in connection with the Tenterfield- 
Casino railway, one costing nearly £29,000 a mile with 
a 1 in 50 grade with curves of 5 chain radius, the other 
costing £16,000, with a grade of 1 in 25, and the sharpest 
curve 5 Ghains radius. The cheaper proposal will be a 
very expensive one from the standpoint of working ex- 
penses, because they will be obliged to use rolling-stock 
that will not be transferable to any other line. Do you 
think the Committee should favour the cheaper proposal 
with the less efficiency’—I do not like transhipping. 
Between Adelaide and Port Augusta they change trains 
three times and do not seem to worry about it. Every- 
thing seems to be done expeditiously. So far as I am 
concerned, if it is a case of a cheap line or none at all, 
give me the cheap line. 


TUESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


Present: 
The Hon., W. T. DICK (Cuairman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvers. 
* The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicuaE, Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Ese. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Guyra 
to Dorrigo. 


John Edmund Harold Kennedy, chief draftsman, Depart 
ment of Lands, re-called, and further examined :—— 


2291. Mr. Drummond.| The Committee is desirous of 
obtaining information with regard to the acquisition, 
within the influence of the proposed line, of certain lands 
by the Government in pursuance of its land settlement 
scheme. Can you say what has been and is being done in 
that connection ?—I have prepared the following statement, 
which I trust will meet the requirements of the Com- 
mittee : 

ProposeD RatLway GuyrRA TO DorRiao. 

Pursuant to request conveyed in letter of 14th September, current 
(Mise. 25/9883), regarding names and extent of the estates within a 
15 miles radius of the proposed railway Guyra to Dorrigo, the 
owners of which have agreed to assist in the work of eloser settle- 
ment by voluntary subdivision, the following information is sub- 
mitted :— 

There are only four such estates of which there are records in the 
department. They are shown on the map produced in vermilion 
(hatched) and marked A, B, C, and D. 


The names of the owners and the extent of the estates are indi- 
cated as under : 


(a) Maida Vale Estate—W. J. Moorehead, owner; area, 2,624 
acres, designed into three farms. 


(b) Wirrialpa Estate, embracing four separate blocks; the 
Wirrialpa Pastoral Co., Ltd., owners; area, 5,885 acres, 
designed to provide nine farms. 


(c) McDougall’s Estate—A. F. McDougall, owner ; area. 1,278 
acres, designed to provide two farms. 


(d) Meldrum’s Estate—H. Perkins, owner; area, 831 acres. 
This estate is anticipated will provide three farms. 


As stated, there are four owners with whom agreements 
have been made; but the arrangements in connection with 
the last one have not been finally made. 

2292. Are there any other areas in that particular 
district under review by the Government !—I am not in a 
position to give that information, except that in conversa- 
tion with the Surveyor-General, he mentioned that several 
owners on the western end of the area had been written to 
recently, but that no reply had yet been received. 


2293. Where would those properties be situated ?—One 
is the Ben Lomond Estate, near Guyra, 

2294. The lands to which you refer lie within the sphere 
of influence of the northern line at present !— Moderately 
SO, yes. 

9995, Mr. Travers.| Would any of the other estates you 
have mentioned come within the iniluence of the line from 
Glenreagh to Dorrigo !—Yes, the Wirrialpa Estate, of 5,885 
acres, 

2296. The blocks in the Wirrialpa Estate are not con- 
tiguous!—No; there is a considerable distance between 
them. 

2297. How far would the most distant of those estates 
be from the Glenreagh-Dorrigo line /—About 18 miles. 

2298. And the closest one?—About 8 miles. McDougall’s 
Estate would be distant about 18 or 20 miles, and Mel- 
drum’s Estate about 10 or 12 miles from the influence of 
the Glenreagh—Dorrigo line. 

2299. All those estates would be much closer to the 
Guyra to Dorrigo line }— Yes, except the first one men- 
tioned. 

2300. All the blocks mentioned are on the northern side’ 
of the proposed line ?—Yes; the greater part of the southern 
side is occupied by State forests. 

2301. Mr. Afahony.] I saw an advertisement in the 
Australasian for the sale by auction of the Wirrialpa 
Estate ;—would that be the Wirrialpa Estate to which you 
refer in your statement!—I cannot say; but I would 
hardly think so. 

2302. Mr. Cameron | Who owns the Wirrialpa Estate ? 
—The Wirrialpa Pastoral Co. 

2303. Mr. Drummond.| Do you know if there are any 
estates under review by the Government to further extend 
closer settlement in the area affected by the proposed line 
than the estates you have already outlined ?!—I cannot 
say ; I do not think so. 

2304. Will you obtain that information and furnish it 
to the Committee !—Yes. 
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VW YDNESDAY, 3 OCTOBER, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuatrmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS, 
The Hon. Rospert MAnowny. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Ese. 
Brun James Doz, Ese. . 


Davi Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Guyra to Dorrigo, 


Thomas Edward Burrows, M.Inst.0.E., Chief Engineer for 
Harbours and Rivers, recalled, and further examined :— 


2305. Chatrman.| The Committee have received a letter 
from Mr. P. J. Macnamara, Hon. Seeretary of the Cott S 
Harbour Chamber of Commerce, which has been submitted 
to you. The letter reads as follows :-— 

Dear Sir, : 

I have just read the statefnent of Mr. Burrows, Engineer 
of Harbours and Rivers, and part of his cross-examination 
thereon, I desire to draw your attention to that part of 
his evidence in which he states in last paragraph of first 
memo. on Coff’s Harbour :— 

“The area available within the port when breakwaters 

are completed and a small area dredged will be 
116 acres, carrying a depth of 24 feet and over at 
low water.” 
No. 2. Under heading “Cost and work necessary to be 
undertaken to render these ports suitable for deep-sea 
vessels,” Mr. Burrows states :— 

“ Coff’s Harbour. In the present scheme of harbour 
improvements now being carried out at this place, 
provision is made for vessels of 24 feet draught.” 

I say the above is not the whole truth, and draw your 
attention to my evidence giving a quotation from a letter 
written to the Minister for Works, dated 7th March, 1917, 
by Mr. Burrows :— 

“Will without dredging provide sufficient depth to berth 
vessels haying a draught of 26 feet, which, with 
dredgjng, could easily be increased to 30 feet.” 

The report of the Public Works Committee recommending 
the Harbour Improvements states the dredging shall be 
done, not may be done, The Act of Parliament authorising 
the construction of the works says the same. 

No. 2. In June, 1917, the present Minister of Works 
read a memorandum on the oceasion of the laying of the 
first stone of the breakwater; said memorandum was -pre- 
pared by Mr. Burrows. It read as follows :— 

“In the proposed new jetty, a depth of water for 
shipping, without dredging, of at least 26 feet will 
be available, and this can be easily increased to 
30 feet or over as the trade demands. Under the 
altered conditions brought about by the enclosing 
of an additional area within the port, about 47 acres. 
carrying #0 feet at low water, will be available. 
This may be increased by dredging, at an estimated 
cost of £5,000, to 98 acres, and the total area of 
harbour at low water would be 222 acres, and 
will include 117 acres over 20 feet deep. 

I notice that Mr. Travers, M.L.C., in cross-examinaticn, 
adopted Mr. Burrows’ figures, no doubt in error. The true 
position here is that we have an area of 226 acres, of which 
98 acres will have a depth of 30 feet at low water and 
35 feet at high water; and, in reply to Mr. Drummond, 
(2262) he stated Coff’s could be dredged to a depth of 40 feet. 
If required, I am prepared to give evidence again in Sydney. 
Yours faithfully, 
P. J, MACNAMARA, 

Hon. Secretary. 

2306. Mr. Drummond. | The statement made in the let- 
ter is somewhat in conflict with the view you expressed 
when you were previously before the Committee. We 
would like you to reconcile the apparent difference ?—I did 
not mention then that the Act authorises dredging to the 
extent of 51 acres. The authorising Act provided for 51 
acres of water ta he dredged to 80 feet. In addition to 
the 51 acres there are 47 acres of a depth of 30 feet, or 
over. In the original proposal there were 17 acres of water 
at 30 feet, to which had to be added 51 acres, authorised by 
the Act to be dredged. That makes 68 acres. The en- 
closure would increase it by some 30 acres if the /break- 
water were extended eastward. That gives a total of 98 
acres which would be dredged up to 80 feet. At the outer 
jetty site there is, without dredging, 26 feet of water at 


present, but it would not be safe to berth a vessel of 26 feet 
draught there, beeause at the inner end of the berth 
she would probably rest on the bottom at low tide. 
You want sufficient water below the vessel’s keel to allow 
her to fall and rise to the sea, The Act authorises 
dredging to 80 feet. 

2307. Has the construction of Coffs Harbour tended to 
reduce the depth, or is it likely to?—No. 

2308. Mr. Macnamara quotes from a letter dated 7th 
March, 1917, written by you to the Minister for Works: 

Will without dredging provide sufficient depth to berth 
vessels having a draught of 26 feet, which with dredging 
could eagily be increased to 30 feet. 

Ifave you not stated that it is possible to increase the 
depth to 40 feet and that that applies to other harbours 
as well?—Yes. : 

2309. I understand that, although the depth at Coffs 
Harbour can be increased, its area would prevent the 
largest vessels berthing there?—Yes. 

2310. Do you consider that vessels of a certain type 
up to 5,000 tons could be conveniently handled in Coffs 
Harbour ’—Yes. . 

23104. Mr. Doe.| Could you get 40 feet of -water at 
Byron Bay by dredging?—Yes, beyond the edge of the 
proposed jetty. 

2311. Is there not rock there’--There is some indur- 
ated sand, and sand covering that is about 4 feet 
deep. The end of the jetty is in about 35 feet of water. 
If you extended the jetty another 500 feet you would get 
a greater depth. 

2312. Could you not get it by dredging’—You would 
have to dredge 2 or 3 feet to clear the indurated sand, 
sand. 

2313. Mr. Drummond.] If the jetty were extended would 
it be too far beyond the shelter of the existing works ?— 
Yes, 

2314, If the Coff’s Harbour jetty were extended could 
a greater depth be obtained?—You could not extend the 
jetty without extending the breakwater, and if you did 
that it would make the opening too narrow for yessels 
to get in and out safely. 

2815. Have you maximum length of berthing aceommo- 
dation there?’—Yes. 

2316. Mr. Mahony.| Do I. understand that if the jetty 
were extended the area in which to manceuvre vessels would 
be limited ’—That is so. , 

2317. Will there be no necessity to get a greater depth 
than that which you suggest’—That is. so, A vessel 
drawing 24 feet would be about the longest that could 
be maneuvred comfortably in Coff’s Harbour. 

2318, Mr, Travers,| Mr. Macnamayra states: 

The true position here is that we have an area of 226 

acres, of which 98 acres will have a depth of 80 feet at 
low water and 85 feet at high water. 
When you were previously before the Committee I 
asked you what was the total area of water at Coff’s 
Harbour and you replied that it was 266 acres?—IJt is 
246 acres. I think Mr, Macnamara referred to low water 
and I referred to high water, 

2319. Do you adhere to the opinion you expressed when 
you were hefore the Committee on the last occasion that: 

Requirements will be met for 
p,000 tons. I do not ines Sats hit pres 


be handled at Coff’s Harbour, even if there were suflicient 
water, because the harbour would not be big enough. 


?_ Y eg, 


a a eA ent cal 


119 


APPENDIX. 


PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


Proposed Railways—Guyra to Inverell, and Guyra to Dorrigo. 


APPENDIX. 


PROPOSED RAILWAYS: Guyra to INVERELL, and 
GuyYRA to DoRRiIao. 
June 28, 1923. 
Dear Sir, 
I have to advise you that the members of this Com- 
mittee are desirous of obtaining the fo!lowing information :— 
(a) Hstimate of cost of constructing a line suitable for 
hydro-electric traction with a ruling grade of 1 in 
22 from Inverell to Dorrigo via Guyra; 
Estimate of cost per mile of running a train carry- 
ing from 400 to 500 tons on hydro-electric railway 
referred to in (a), and also with extension to Glen- 
reagh compared with cost of steam-driven train with 
a ruling grade of 1 in 60 against and 1 in 40 with 
the load. 


The Committee will feel cbliged if this matter is referrcd 
to your Chief Wlectric Engineer, and authority given him to 
submit the information to the Committee in evidence on a 
date to be arranged. 


(D) 


Yours faithfully, 
A, BLENKIN, Secretary. 
W. J. Morris, Esq., 
Secretary for Railways, Sydney. 


New South Wales Government Railways and Tramways, 
Office of the Commissioners, 
Bridge and Phillip Streets, Sydney. 
19th October, 1923. 
Dear Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 4th instant, ask- 
ing to be furnished with information in regard to certain 
proposed railways on the Northern Tablelands as requested 
in yours of the 27th June last, I am directed to inform you 


that the matter has been specially looked into by the Chief 
Wlectrical Engineer and the Chief Engineer for Railway and 
Tramway Construction. 

The total length of line proposed from Inverell to Dorrigo 
is 143 miles 40 chains, with a ruling grade of 1 in 22 in each 
direction, and 10 chains minimum curve. 

The estimated cost of construction of the permanent way, 
buildings, bridges, &¢., on the section between Inverell and 
Guyra (57 miles 60 chains) is £449,960, and between Guyra 
and Dorrigo (85 miles 60 chains) is £1,050,940, or a total 
of £1,500,900. 

There is nothing to show the source or magnitude of the 
electric supply system proposed for the operation of the elec- 
trified line, but the estimates have been based upon the 
assumption that the supply will be given at a point along 
the route of the line; in which case the cost of the necessary 
electrical transmission line and apparatus would, in order 
to operate simultaneously one train of 400 to 500 tons each 
way, approach £950,000. 

The two officers above referred to assume, under the above 
circumstances, that the commercial possibilities of the pro- 
posal are such that the Committee would- not require an 
answer to question (0), which would necessitate making 
somewhat lengthy inquiries as to the proposed traffic along 
the lines, and the cost of electric energy supplied, without 
which data there could be no adequate comparison made with 
the steam haulage mentioned. 

Before going further into the matter, it was considered 
desirable to bring the foregoing information under the notice 
of your Committee for consideration. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. J. MORRIS, Secretary. 
A. Blenkin, Esq., Secretary, 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTER ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM MOSS VALE TO PORT KEMBLA. 


REPORT. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PuBitic Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act ot 
1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13 George V, No. 19), to whom 
was referred for consideration and report “the expediency of constructing a line 
of railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla,” have after due inquiry resolved that 
it is expedient tle proposed railway be constructed; and in accordance with 
subsection (d) of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, report their resolution 
to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 

1.—The official evidence submitted to the Committee at the opening of their 
inquiry shows that the proposed railway has been strongly urged by local public bodies and 
representatives of commercial and industrial interests. It is claimed that the line will 
relieve the congestion on the Great Southern and the South Coast lines; that it will 
save at least 100 miles of haulage as between Moss Vale and Port Kembla and will 
enable further large and important industries to be established at Port Kembla; and 
that it will open up large areas of Crown and other lands for settlement, and will give 
convenient and ready access to tourist resorts. 


A proposal to connect the Robertson district with the Great Southern Railway 
first came before the Department in 1880. In 1890 the Committee reported against 
a proposed line from Moss Vale to Robertson, and expressed the opinion that a line 
{rom Bowral would give more general accommodation. A survey was then made from 
Bowral to Robertson, and this proposal was referred to the Ccmmitiee in 1900. Their 
report was unfavourable to construction. 


In this report the Committee referred to a suggestion which had been made for 
connection with the Illawarra Railway and which had been investigated by an officer 
o! the Department a short time previously. That officer reported that, speaking 
generally, any connection between the Southern and Illawarra Railways would be a 
very difficult and expensive undertaking, and considering the difference in height 
between the two places—about 2,400 feet—and the nature of the country traversed, 
it would be very difficult to determine if the line were within the range of practical 
consideration. 


A further investigation of this proposal was made in August, 1900, at the 
instigation of the Committee, when a route which crossed the main Hlawarra Range at 
the lowest point between Mount Kembla and the head of Macquarie Pass was regarded 
as the most favourable; but the report added: ‘‘ Viewed in the most favourable light, 
it would entail very heavy expenditure, possibly running into £500,000, and the length 
required in order to obtain a grade is excessive, being some 45 miles from the junction 
of the Illawarra Line to Moss Vale as against 24 miles in a direct line.”’ 


The Royal Commission on Decentralisation in Railway Transit, in their report 
dated 13th May, 1911, recognised the great advantage to be derived from a connection 
between Moss Vale and Port Kembla by the saving of mileage in the haulage of coal 
from the Illawarra line to the southern districts and in the conveyance of ores from the 
interior to the smelting works at Port Kembla. The Commission, however, did not 
consider the traffic in these commodities sufficiently extensive to warrant the line being 
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considered at that juncture for decentralisation purposes. In their opinion a greater 
measure of relief could be obtained if the proposal to establish a port at Jervis Bay 
with railway contiection to Yass were adopted. | 


The proposal for a line to Robertson was revived in June, 1914, when strong 
representations were made by a deputation which waited on the Hon. H. C. Hoyle, 
M.L.A., then Minister for Railways, that the development of the coal measures in the 
Robertson district had considerably strengthened the case for railway communication. 
A report, however, by the Government Geologist, on the prospects of obtaining market- 
able coal in the Robertson district, showed that those prospects were practically nil. 


In March, 1916, the Hon. J. H. Cann, then Minister, in reply to a deputation 
representative of the coal-mining, agricultural, and pastoral industries of the district 
concerned, promised to have the country between Port Kembla and Robertson again 
thoroughly examined with a view to ascertaining whether a good working direct line 
Was practicable. As a result of the investigation then made, the route previously 
examined, with a deviation to the north in the vicinity of Mouht Kembla, was reported 
to be the only practicable one, but the cost would be very heavy, being approximately 
£750,000. 


No further action was taken at that time, but representations as to the necessity 
for the connection between Moss Vale and Port Kembla continued to be made from time 
to time by the Members for the district and the various public bodies, and in August, 
1920, the then Premier (the late Hon. J. Storey) stated in reply to deputations at Mount 
Kembla, Robertson, and Dapto, that he Would ask the Minister for Works (the Hon. 
J. Estell) to have a trial survey made with a view to referring the matter to the 
Committee. 


The proposal for a survey was concurred in, but owing to shottage of funds it 
was not at that time possible to carry it out. However, the Illawarra Chamber of 
Commerce, on behalf of variotts local bodies, having subsequently offered to contribute 
a stim of £1,000 towards the cost of survey, the Minister approved ofthe work being 
proceeded with, at the same time intimating that the amount of £1,000 should be 
regarded merely as a loan to be recouped from the amount voted by Parliament later 
on for expenditure on stirveys. 

Thé survey of the line was completed in March 1922, and the Minister (Hon. J. 
Estell) then directed that the Railway Cotnmissionets be asked for a statutory réport 
on the proposal, so that the matter might be referred to the Cominittee. 

A deputation from representatives of local interests affected by the construction 
of the proposed line waited upon the Premier (the Hon. Sir George Fuller) in 1922, 
When it was poitited out by Mr. €. H. Hoskins, of Hoskins’ Iron and Stéel Co., Ltd., 
that as soon as they knew the lite would be started it was the intention of thé firm 
to establish works at Port Kembla, and so regulate their work that by the timé the 
line was Completed they would be ready to use the products from the southern 
portions of the State. It was also repfesented that siice the matter was before the 
Railway Decetitralisation Royal Commission in November, 1910, £1,700,000 had been 
spent in establishing industries at Port Kembla; that Port Kembla was the third 
shipping port of New South Wales, the other two being Sydney and Newcastle: that 
new works having a large capacity had recently been established for the manufacture 
of superphosphates, of which it was anticipated that a minimum tonnage of 25,000 
tons per annum would be railed from Port Kembla to stations on the Main Southern 
Trunk Line and its branches south of Moss Vale; and that large quantities of coal were ° 
railed from the South Coast coal-fields for railway depots from Picton southwards, and 
that the proposed liné would mean the saving of at least 100 miles of this coal: * 


The following additional benefits weré claimed by the constriction of the pro- 
posed line :— 
(a) The opéning tip of mining fields whose low-rade ores and fluxes could be 
treated at Port Kembla ; es | | | 
(1) The opening up of large tracts of valuable agricultural land for closer settlement 
purposes ; 

(c) The making available of large tracts of valuable timber for marketing ; 

(d) The provision of an attractive and convenient tourist route. 


At 
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At a further deputation to the Premier (the Hon. Sir George Fuller) in the 
same year Mr. ©. H. Hoskins, of Hoskins’ Iron and Steel ©o., Ltd., stated that his 
firm intended to establish cement works at Port Kembla, but that it would be foolish 
to carry out such a proposition before the line was constructed. He added that 
the Railway Commissioners might object that by the construction of works at Port 
Kembla his firm would be taking business away from Lithgow. As a matter of fact, it 
would make very little difference. Lithgow was necessary to supply the inland and wes- 
tern parts of the State, while Port Kembla would cater for an overseas market. Under 
normal conditions, at Lithgow his firm employed about 3,000 men, and their annual 
payments for railway freights during the past fourteen years had increased from 
about £25,000 to £210,000. The result was that Lithgow, from the point of view of 
railway returns, was the third important place in New South Wales, 


The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 22n« 
November, 1922. 


THE PROPOSED LINE. 


2.—The proposed railway commences on the Great Southern Railway at 90 miles 
70 chains from Sydney and a short distance on the northern side of Moss Vale station, 
and proceeds in an easterly direction crossing Kelly’s Creek and skirting the southern 
shore of Wingecaribee Swamp, and passes through the village of Robertson. Thence 
the line takes a northerly and north-easterly direction and passes between Little River 
on the west and Mount Murray on the east and between the heads of Avon and 
Gallagher’s Rivers and the Illawarra Coast Range, which latter it crosses at the Gap; 
thence it runs easterly for about 4 miles, passes about 1 mile south of Mount Kembla 
and junctions with the South Coast line at 55 miles 24 chains from Sydney. 


ESTIMATED COST. 


3.—The estimated cost of a single line, 38 miles 6 chains and 50 links in length, with 
80-lb. rails, stone ballasted, a ruling grade of 1 in 30 and with 1 in 75 against the load, 
and a minimum curve of 10 chains radius, is £854,024. 


There are two tunnels—one 700 yards long and the other 140 yards. For a 
distance of 13} miles the survey of the line skirts the top of the range forming the 
catchment atea of the Sydney Water Supply. 


The estimated cost includes £395,174 for earthworks and clearing; £85,783 for 
the two tunnels referred to; £70,839 for permanent way fran at £12 per ton); 
£25,764 for culverts and minor bridges; £17,520 for fencing, cattle stops, level crossings, 
&c.; £11,400 for signalling and interlocking; £13,350 for station buildings, and £129,947 
for head office expenses, engineering, contingencies, &c. 


THE ARHA TO BE SERVED. 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 

4.—The country to the westand north of the proposed line includes the catchment 
area of the Metropolitan Water Supply, and cannot be regarded as being within its 
sphere of influence from a prodyetion pont of view. To the south of Robertson, a 
township practically midway between the starting and terminal points, there is a large 
area eminently adapted to the growth of vegetables, which form the pringipal item of 
production. The annual output of cabbages from this portion of the distrigt amounts 
approximately to 5,000 tons, forwarded principally to the Sydney market; and it ts 
estimated that at least 1,000 tons are annually allowed to rot in the fields on account 
of the high cost of road carriage to Moss Vale—25s. to 30s. per ton. 


The district population of Robertson is given as 2,000, over an area which 
includes 50,000. acres, situated on an elevated plateau covered with extensive tracts of 
rich voleanic soil, not yet fully developed on account of lack of railway facilities. There 
are also 7,000 acres of land, taken up under the Free Settlement Act of 1865, stated to 
have been abandoned on account of the excessive cost of haulage, and regarded locally 
as suitable for fruit growing and intense culture. 
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Potato-growing is carried on extensively on areas approximating to 30,000 acres, 
with an average yield, according to the evidence, of 5 tons per acre, alt hough up to 11 
tons per acre have been produced. | 


Much of the country is suitable for dairying; the milk, averaged at 23 gallons 
per cow per diem all the year round, is despatched to Sydney. The cost of carrying 
cream to Moss Vale is 1s. 3d. per can, and it is assumed that with railway construction 
this would not exceed 10d. per can. The average area of the dairy farms is from 40 to 
300 acres. Some years ago, on account of the high cost of transit, several of the farmers 
devoted their attention to sheep rearing, and thus allowed the country to deteriorate. 


Towards Moss Vale the country is of open forest character, with light sandy soil, 
well grassed, and with patches of good agricultural land on the rises. 


Within a radius of a few miles of the proposed line in the vicinity of Robertson 
are a number of forest reserves of hard and soft. woods of commercial value, as well as 
an almost unlimited supply of mining timber. 


LANDS INFORMATION. 


Included in the area to be served by the proposed line are 216,400 ac e3 of 
land, classified as follow:—Alienated land, including conditional and_ settlement 
purchases, 124,300; reserved and not held under any tenure, 75,800; and Crown, 
16,300. Of the latter, 15,100 acres are untenanted, although it is_ probable 
that part of both reserved and untenanted Crown lands may be held under annual 
lease, particulars of which are not available at the Lands Office. 


Untenanted Crown Lands. 


Part of the 15,100 acres (7,144 acres) has been set apart for the following forms 
of tenure :—6,604 acres for additional conditional purchases, additional conditional 
purchase leases, additional homestead selections, and additional settlement leases; 420 
acres of Crown leases; and about 120 acres for homestead farms. The capital value of 
the lands set apart for additional conditional purchases varies from 5s. to 10s. per acre. 
No application for any of these lands has, so far, been received. The country is described 
as consisting of deep gullies and ridges, with precipitous sides, to gently undulating 
and level; swampy in parts; sandstone formation, and generally unsuitable for agri- 
culture. The soil is generally sandy and of poor quality, with light-yellow sandy loam 
in parts. Some good patches are suitable for orchards. The timber consists of 
messmate, mountain ash, bloodwood and little gum, box, apple, and peppermint. 


Forest Reserves. 


Thirteen forest reserves, with an acreage of 8,100 acres, are situated on the area 
affected by the proposed line. Of these, iwelve are covered by public recreation reser- 
vations, and the other by reserve for public purposes. The timber consists of messmate, 
turpentine, mountain ash, coachwood, peppermint, blackbutt, beech, sassafras, white 
box, swamp mahogany, woollybutt, and a little cedar. The country is rough, broken, 
and precipitous, and unsuitable for agriculture. 


Settlement Purchase Areas. 


Ten closer settlement purchase areas, with a total acreage of 2,718 acres, were 
acquired by the Government under the provisions of the Closer Nettlement Acts, and 
all the farms (13) have been applied for and allotted. : 


Reserved Lands, &c. 


Of the 75,800 acres of reserves not held under any tenure, about 57,000 acres 
are covered by a dedicated water reserve, and are within the boundaries of the Catch- 
ment Area for Sydney and Suburbs Water Supply, and, on that account, are unalienable ; 
{hus only 18,800 acres of these reserved lands can be counted in the total acreage of 
unalienated Crown lands available within the limits of the affected area. This total area, 
therefore, consists of about 35,100 acres, as follows:—15,100 acres of untenanted 
Crown lands; 18,800 acres of reserved lands not held under any tenure other than 
annual tenure, and 1,200 acres of Crown lands held under permissive occupancy. 
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Rainfall, 
The average rainfall varies from about 384 inches at Moss Vale to 444 inches at 
Port Kembla. 


STATISTICAL. 


The area occupied in the affected area, including part of Moss Vale, Rokertson, 
Kangaroo Valley, and Jamberoo, includes 48,236 acres of alienated and 417 acres of 
Crown lands. The area under cultivation in 1921-22 was 1,845 acres, whilst 14,925 
acres were under sown grasses. The area under market garden cultivation in this 
year was 55 acres, and for maize, 251 ac:es. 


The live stock returns show an increase in the number of milch cows from 1,587 
in 1920 to 1,944 in 1922, and in other sorts of cattle from 4,603 to 4,726. Sheep shorn 
in 1922 numbered 3,199, and the greasy wool output was 16,155 lb. 


In connection with dairy production, there was a large increase in the milk yield 
between 1920 and 1922—from 640,821 to 1,123,155 gallons, and a falling off in butter 
made on farms from 8,416 to 6,456 lb. The dairy preduction at factories was as 
follows :— 


Robertson. Kangaroo Valley. Jamberoo. 

Butter. Butter. Chetse: : Butter. Cheese. 

Ib. 1b. lb. Ib. Ib. 
1920 *% ise ...| 262,800 POO O LI sercadsee 228,179 64,052 
1921 is See ee 200, 402 287,521 10,744 TAD, S406 Ih Fees. cee 
1922 3... owe Ss wwe} «273,451 | 556,519 | 18,000 | 226,250 


THE INQUIRY AND EVIDENCE. 


5.—In carrying out this inquiry the Committee, after obtaining official particulars 
of the steps leading to the submission of the proposed line to theic consideration, along 
with the cost of construction, &c., visited the district to be served, made an inspection 
of the country along the route, and heard evidence at Wollongong as to the present 
and prospective possibilities of the various industries now and likely to be established 
there and at Port Kembla. Evidence has also been obtained concerning the possibilities 
of trade between the port and the agricultural and other areas along the Southern 
line as the result of the construction of the proposed connection. 


Existina InpustRies AT Port KEMBLA. 


Industrial works already established at Port Kembla are estimated to have cost 
approximately £934,000, and include the smelting and refining works of the Electroly- 
tical Refining and Smelting Company of Australia; the Copper Wire, rod, bar, and tube 
works of the Metal Manufacturers; superphosphate and other artificial manure works ; 
the Australian Fertilisers Proprietary; the silica and fire-clay brick works; coke-makirg 
works; metal-crushing works, &e. The above give employment to about 1,500 mer; 
and additions and extensions, which will give further employment, are being made. 


The cost of constructing the electrolytical refining and smelting works is esti- 
mated at £300,000, and they are regarded as being capable of treating the whole of the 
gold, silver, and copper bearing ores produced in Australia. The works were 
established in 1908, and 10 years later they treated ores yielding 170,625 ounces of gold, 
550,651 ounces of silver, and 30,178 tons of copper. During the last 10 years the 
value of the production has been:--—gold, £5,669,496; silver, £690,585; and copper, 
£14,608,050: a total of £20,968,131. During the same period £762,681 has been paid 
in wages, and £829,044 spent in stores. 


It is estimated that with the construction of the proposed line, the saving of 162 
miles of haulage will be an important factor in encouraging the development of low 
grade ores, &c., which are stated to be not profitable te mine at the present time. 
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The Company is receiving ore fram Bowning, a distance via Sydney of 255 miles, 
the railage on the ore being 15s. 33d. per ten. With the construction of the proposed 
line the ore will be hauled 153 ee the saving being 9s. 6d. per ton, and this, it is 
claimed, would greatly encourage the development of copper, gold, and silver bearing 
ores in the southern half of the State. In addition to ores and other metal products, 
the Company uses limestone for fluxing, in regard to which the construction of the 
proposed line would effect a freight saving of 4s. 10d. per ton, 


It is also claimed that the construction of the proposed line will have the effect 
of cheapening and enlarging the quantity of metal used by the Metal Manufacturers 
Company, which has been in operation during the last 4} years, has spent to date upon 
works, &c., £400,000, and anticipates by the close of the present financial year a 
turnover of £1 000,000. The Company uses as its raw product the finished product of 
the Electrolytical Co. , any cheapening of which would result in increased production. 
An increased turnover is anticipated in the future from the manufacture of telephone 
cables. Although the Company would not use the proposed railway either for inward 
of outward freight, it is presumed that its construction will improve Port Kembla from 
an industrial point of view and encourage shipping activities in the harbour. The 
latter should have a marked effect upon the products of the Company, inasmuch as it 
will be able to ship its material direct from the port to other Ports in the Commonwealth, 
thus saving the cost of railway freight from Port Kembla to Sydney and transhipment 
charges. 


Considerable trade is carried on by the farmers in the southern portion of 
the State, including the Riverina, with the Australian Fertilisers Proprietary Ltd., 
whose superphosphates and other chemical fertiliser works were established in 1921, 
at an approximate cost of £150,000. The works are equipped with a furnace for treating 
sulphide ores containing precious metals, from which the sulphur is obtained for making 
acid, and the residue is described as being most suitable for fluxing purposes at the 
smelting department of the Electrolytical Works. Practically the whole of the 
Company’ Ss production of superphosphates and other artificial manures 1s railed to the 
Main Souther» lme and its branches wa Sydney, and as the construction of the proposed 
line will reduce the haulage by 102 miles, it is urged that there will be an appreciable 
increase in production and a cheapening of freight to the farming community. The 
present railage rate fram Port Kembla va Sydney to Moss Vale is 7s. 6d. per ton, which 
with the proposed cross-country connection will probably be reduced to 4s. 5d. per ton— 
a saving of 3s. Id. per ton, which would not be so great proportionately in the case of 
longer dist ances. The output of the Company is approximately 30,000 tons of super- 
phosphates per annum, which could be increased; and under any circumstances the 

cheapening in freight would enable more successful competition with the Victorian 
product and would result in advantage to the Southern farmer. It is also claimed that 
the reduced mileage will mean a great saving in the time the railway rolling stock is 
locked up, that.in the event. of steel and cement works being established as proposed 
large quantities of metal would go to Port Kembla for treatment, whilst superphosphates 
vould provide back loading for the trucks. : 


The Ulladulla Silica and Firebrick Company finds a large outlet for its production 
with Hoskins’ iron and steel works at Lithgow, and lis interests in the proposed line | 
dre entirely connected with the establishmens of the suggested sister iron and steel 
works industry at Port Kembla. Considerable shipping trade is also done with Victoria, 
one of the disadvantages of this mode of transit being the rough handling of the pro- 
duction received both in carriage and transhipment. With the construction of the 
proposed line the material will be despatched direct by rail to Melbourne and other 
places via Moss Vale, thus avoiding the cama caused by the present method of 
carriage. ‘The Company is now handling 5 000 Ib. of silica annually, the whole of 
which comes from the Ulladulla district, Thee it is stated that with the present rate of 
donsumoption there is sufficient Wateriat to last for 100 years. To date the Company 
has spent £30,000 upon its works, and is prepared to spend more as soon as the steel 
and iron works projected by Messrs. Hoskins & Co. are commenced. Large quantities 
of lime, obtained from Queanbeyan and Marulan, are used by the Company, in spite of 
the disadvantage of the present long haulage and high cost of transit. The present 
output is 20,000 bricks per week, nearly the whole of which are sent to the iron and 


steel works aut Lithgow. 
The 
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The following figures submitted in evidence show the approximate expenditure 
on the construction of works and machinery at Port Kembla :— 


£ 

Smelting and Refining Works, PHAGE Hele silver and pOOURSE, 
and sundry by-products... 300,000 
Copper Wire, Rod, Tube, &c., Mills... i rT cy ... 400,000 
Superphosphate and other artificial manures ae a ... 155,000 
Silica Brick Works cr ia hh BS $23 or ie 29 000 
Coke-making Works __... 30,000 

Works site, buildings, A old Works, Maerratany | Smelting Car. 
poration a: Br ay a ss ae 20,000 
Total approximate expenditure by private enterprise ... 984,000 
Government Power House for supplying electricity to consumers... 88,101 
£1,022,101 


ProgEcTED Works AT Port K#MBLA. 


The construction of the proposed railway is regarded locally as a necessity for 
the development of Port Kembla, tpon the harbour works of which to date a sum of 
£820,000 has been expended, whilst further expenditure is contemplated. It is 
admitted that the industries already established would not justify railway construction 
as proposed; and the principal argument put forward in support of the line is that 
without it very important works necessary for the industrial development of the State 
generally are not likely to materialise. Prominent amongst these are iron and steel 
works proposed to be erected by Hoskins Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., at an estimated cost 
of £2,000,000 upon an area of land already secured of 380 acres in close proximity to 
the harbour. The lease of this land was obtained in 1908, during which year the firm 
paid to the Railway Commissioners in connection with their Lithgow and other works 
freight amounting to £28,000. In 1918 this had been increased to = ERO: 000; in 1920 
to £170,000; and in 1921 to £210,000. 


Without the construction of the proposed line the development of the iron and 
steel industry of Port Kembla is regarded as hopeless on account of the high cost of 
carriage involved in bringing ore from various portions of the Southern line to the field 
of operations. At Marulan, Breadalbane, Crookwell, Jerriwa, and Michelago are many 
million tons of iron ore and limestone required in connection with the works proposed 
to be established at Port Kembla; the deposits already known to exist having an 
estimated life of not less than 50 years. 


It is stated by Mr. C. H. Hoskins that of the ores to be used when the works are 
fully established, one-half will be drawn from New South Wales, and the remainder 
from overseas. 


There is no doubt in the mind of the principal director of the firm concerned as 
to the suitability of Port Kembla for the works referred to, and to the fact that these 
will be established in the event of the proposed line being constructed. It has been 
pointed out that the saving effected in the carriage of ore—and this alone could render 

the erection of the proposed works possible—by railway connection with Moss Vale 
as against the route to Sydney and thence along the South Coast line to Port Kembla, 
will average 5s. per ton, an amount which is stated to represent the difference between 
the success and failure ‘of the contemplated enterprise. It is anticipated that almost 
within the first year’s operations the proposed works will bring to the new line 100,000 
tons of traffic, which may eventually be increased sevenfold. During the last twelve 
months the traffic to and from the Lithgow works of the Company amounted approxi- 
mately to 500,000 tons, but the principal director is inclined to think that the Port 
Kembla works will be of greater importance, and that the finished products, instead of 
going westward as in the case of Lithgow, will go probably to the north and south of 
New South Wales, and to other States. With the investment of a capital of 
£2,000,000 already referred to, the ultimate annual output of the works, which will 
take from 6 to 8 years to complete, is estimated at £3,000,000. 


Apart from the iron works, the company looks forward to the establishment at 
the Port of cement works. It has to be added, however, that it is not in’ ended to start 
these, or iron and steel works, without an assurance that the eed sie line will be 
constructed. PRESENT 
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Xl 
PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE POSITION OF THE PORT. 


The expenditure upon the harbour at Port Kembla, including land resumptions, 
amounts to £833,715, and more is contemplated in the extension of the northern and 
eastern breakwaters. In the case of the former, the major portion of the work has 
been completed; the latter, now in progress, requires a length of 844 {t. to complete, at 
an estimated cost of £216,900. Other improvements include an extension to the coal- 
loading jetty, which will provide special appliances for bunkering the largest and most 
difficult ships; also a duplication of the coal-loading plant necessary in view of the 
increase in shipping and coal loading, for which a preliminary estimate of £42,000 has 
been approved. 


With the completion of the breakwaters an area of 344 acres at low water will be 
provided. There is sufficient depth at the entrance and jetties to accommodate inter- 
state and oversea ships to 29 ft. 6 in.,-and with the extension of the coal jetty and 
dredging improvements this will be increased to 40 ft. 


The harbour affords room for an increase in the number of jetties which will be 
constructed as trade expands; an inner harbour, which will occupy the site of Tom 
Thumb’s Lagoon, and which will provide an area of 280 acres, carrying 30 ft. at low 
water, and will cost £500,000, exclusive of jetties and appliances, has also been designed, 
and affords a definite scheme of expansion to be followed. 


The financial position of the harbour is satisfactory, the receipts for the haulage 
and shipment of coal and other services having increased from £21,435 in 1918-19 to 
£67,354 in 1922-23. The exports show in the same period an advance from 167,570 
to 452,556 tons. The exports in the latter year included 330,103 tons of coal, 85,859 
tons of coke, and 29,556 tons of fertilisers. The principal imports in 1923 were 10,906 
tons of blister copper, 12,896 tons of phosphate rock, and 5,573 tons of ore. 


In view of the gradual expansion of trade there appears to be no reason to doubt 
the official estimate that under present conditions exports will double within ten years. 
In the event of the proposed line being constructed, it is assumed that development will 
be much more rapid. The capabilities of the Port, however, are such that it will be 
easily possible to provide all necessary facilities for dealing with inward and outward 
cargo. 


RaItway CoMMISSZONERS’ REPORT. 


Having inspected the route of the proposed line and perused the evidence 
submitted to the Committee at Wollongong, the Railway Commissioners reported that 
they had formed the opinion conclusively that the line, as surveyed, is the best route 
that can be adopted. 


With regard to the merits of the proposal, the Commissioners, having given 
consideration to the various aspects of the case as presented to the Committee by 
representative bodies, ave of opinion that the case for the line must depend upon the 
value of through business. In his evidence before the Committee, Mr. C. H. Hoskins 
stated that, as a commencement, about 200 to 300 men would be employed, and that 
it would take from five to ten years to get into full swing, by which time he antici- 
pated that he would be paying the railways £100000 per annum in freight. The 
total amount to be ultimately invested by him is given as £2,000,000, from which he 
expects to derive £3,000,000 worth of products, apart from cement. 


Under existing conditions the line, if constructed, would result in a heavy loss equal 
to the whole of the interest, and a portion of the working expenses, and in addition to 
this loss there would be a diversion of traffic from the Moss Vale-Sydney section. The 
only justification for its construction would be the carrying out of the large developmental 
works at Port Kembla, as outlined by Mr. C. H. Hoskins and others in recent evidence 
before the Committee. There can be no doubt that if these works are erected, a 
large volume of new traffic would accrue to the ra‘lways, and the Government would 
receive the benefit of enhanced revenue derived from Port Kembla as the result of the 
railway increasing the business th ough the Po:t. 


While 
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While, however, the Commissioners are unable to make a definite recommen- 
dation in favour of the construction of the line, it must be recognised that the proposal 
possesses merits, apart from what the actual financial position might show, and it is 
considered that the construction of the railway should be viewed from a purely naticnal 
standpoint and regarded as a matter of Government policy. In this respect it might 
be pointed out that for many years it has been urged all along the North and South 


Coast that a direct connection by railway from the tableland to a port on the coast’ 


should be established, and, having investigated all such proposals it must be frenkly 
admitted that the one under consideration from Moss Vale to Port Kembla is the 
shortest and cheapest connection that has been located, and has the advantage of 
linking up with a deep-sea port which can be appreciably improved, whereas all the 
other proposals dealt with simply afford 2 connection with coastal ports only, which 
would involve considerable expenditure for conversion to meet oversea requirements. 


If the financial position has to be anticipated at this juncture the Commissicners 
can only say, after most careful analysis and consideration of the whole of the circum- 
stances, that the “down ”’ traffic (7.e., traffic from the Port to the country) would not 
yield more than working expenses, owing to the heavy grade and unprofitable loads; 
whilst as regards the “up”? (7.e., traffic from the country to the Port), assuming that 
100,000 tons of ore are hauled yearly, the revenue would give a surplus of £6,CC0 towards 
the interest charge of £47,000 per annum. It will thus be seen that the line would 
require to carry about 800,000 tons of ore per annum before it could be shown to pay 
the full working expenses and interest. This is a forecast of the branch line ea:nings 
only, apart from increased business likely to be created on the Main South Coast line 
between Port Kembla and Sydney, owing to increased population, the extent of which 
cannot be estimated. 


CONCLUSION. 


6.—The Committee have arrived at the conclusion that it is expedient the 
proposed line be constructed, 


It is apparent that the financial success of the proposed line will depend mainly 
on the establishment of iron and steel works at Port Kembla, supplemented by minor 
industries; whilst the tourist traffic to and from the tableland and the coast, and with 
the metropolis will be a factor in the passenger revenue. It is also undoubted that 
the earnings of the Ulawarra railway for the full section to and from Sydney will be 
considerably enhanced by the activity arising from the expected development of, 
and larger employment of labour in, the South Coast districts due to industrial 
undertakings. 


The principal advantage of the proposed line to the projected iron and steel 
works is the saving of approximately 102 miles of haulage of ore, &c., from quarries cn 
the southern line for treatment; and the declaration by such a well-known firm «s 
Messrs. C. and G. Hoskins, Ltd., that they are prepared to put their capital into this 
new venture is such as to stimulate confidence. . 


As indicated in another portion of the report, Messrs C. and G. Hoskins, Ltd., 
have already secured 380 acres of land practically adjoming Port Kembla for the 
purpose of carrying out their avowed intentions; and the statement made by them 
that the Government has been advised that the works will be commenced after the 
construction of the proposed line is undertaken commends iteelf to the Ccommittec, 
judging by the enterprise already shown by them, as one of sincerity. The vclume-cf 
traffic connected with the works referred to is estimated at not less than 100,0(0 tors 
of crude ore in the first year of railway operation, increasing in the course of time 
to 800,000 tons per annum. 


On the question as to whether the establishment of ircn and stecl woiks at 
Port Kembla would divert business from Lithgow, the evidence of Mr. C. H. Hoskins 


leads 
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leads to the conclusion that the effect wotild be small compared with the development 
on the South Coast, and the general result of revenue accrtiing to the Mlawarra line; 
and this gentleman adds : : 


“Port Kembla has great advantages over Lithgow. It is within 56 miles of 
Sydney, and Sydney is a big customer for the products of stich works as that 
which we propose to establish here. At Lithgow we are 96 miles from the coast, 
so that a haul of 40 miles would be saved if we were established at Port Kembla. This 
would mean a saving of 3s. per ton in freight. At the present time we are making 
36,000 tons of stecl rails for the railways, and 3s. a ton on big orders like that 
means either success or failure. To my mind Port Kembla is the finest place in 
Australia for a steel works. 


} “ England uses 20,000,000 tons of pig iron per annum, and before the war 
Germany crept up into second place with 15,000,000 tons. America has run away 
from any other country, and is making 48,000,000 tohs per annum. When such 
stupendots things are being done, surely we have the ambition to emulate them. 

We have faith in our own country; we know that Australia will go ahead, and wé 

know, too, that we cannot supply her requirements and overseas requirements 

from Lithgow. That is why we are desirous of establishing works at Port Kembla. 
The establishment of works here will have no effect so far as Lithgow is concerned, 
because it will still be the distributing centre for the west.” | 
Viewed from a decentralisation aspect, not only does the proposed liné serve A 
Government port, upon which nearly a million of money has been spent, and upon 
which further expenditure is contemplated, but it prdttitally links up the main sotithern 
line, and its abundant supply of crude ores, with one of the most important coal and 
coke fields in Australia. There is also a considerable area of land, suitable for industrial 
sites and residential purposes, held by the Public Works Department, which will be 
enhanced in value. Upon this point the Chief Engineer for Harbours and Rivers 
states :— 

‘In the immediate vicinity of the port 2,128 acres were resumed at a 
total cost of £89,985 9s. 3d., providing residential subdivision areas and indus- 
trial sites. It is satisfactory that, as the subsequent resale of parts of this area 
progress with the expansion of the port, the enhanced value due to port 
facilities accrues to the Government, and at present it is estimated that the 
total value ci all lands may be placed at £412,000.” 

_ The growth of trade at Port Kembla between 1918-19 and 1922-23 has been 
rapid; and with increased shipping facilities which are contemplated, and the estab- 
lishment of steel and iron works, which will naturally be followed by the opening of 
other industries, this trade should show great expansion in the future. In the five 
years mentioned the exports have increased from 167,570 tons to 452,556 tons; the 
principal imports from 31,486 tons in 1921-22 to 35,390 tons in 1922-23, whilst the 
revenue has trebled~-from £21,435 to £67,354. 

The statement made by the Railway Commissioners in their Statutory Report 
to the Government, viz. :— 


“Tt mtist be recognised that the proposal possesses merits apart from what 
the actual financial position might show; and it is considered that the construction 
of the railway should be viewed from a purely national standpoint and regarded as 
a matter of Government policy. In this respect it might be pointed out that for 
many. years it has been urged all along the North and South Coast that a direct 
connection by railway from the tableland to a port on the coast should be estab- 
lished; and, having investigated all such proposals it must be frankly admitted 
that the one under cohsideration from Moss Vale to Port Kembla is the shortest 
and cheapest connection that has been located, and has the advantage of lmking 
up with a deep-sea port which can be appreciably improved, whereas all the other 
proposals dealt with simply afford a connection with coastal ports only, which 
would involve considerable expenditure for conversion to ineet oversea require- 
ments —” “at 

is concurred in by the Committee. The evidence shows that the South Coast districts 
are in urgent need of some development to preserve existing industries and to further 
increase activities of a commercial and industrial character, by bemg given an oppor- 
tunity to make use of the natural productions associated with the large crude ore 


deposits 
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deposits on the southern line; and such opportunity presents itself in the linking up of 
the two railway systems as proposed. Although loss may be shown in the working of 
the proposed railway for the first few years, consideration should be given’ to the 
important aspect of the value to the whole of the State to be obtained from stimulating 
the production of the South Coast, where large public and private expenditure has 
been incurred in the opening up of industrial undertakings. 


The Committee have given consideration to the evidence submitted on behalf 
of the various branches of the Farmers and Settlers’ Association in the southern districts 
that considerable traffie in vheat may be expected on the proposed line for shipment 
at Port Kembla; and they are of opinion that, inasmuch ag it would be necessary 
in order to give effect to this expectation, for agents how operating in Sydney 
to largely augment their business undertakings, there is very little prospect for many 
years to come of wheat being shipped as suggested. In this connection it may be 
pointed out that under the zone system of railway freight charges, the advantages of 
the shorter route to Port Kembla compared with Sydney will be negligible, the difference 
amounting to approximately only 4d. per bushel-——a saving which would be altogether 
outweighed by the increased cost of business agencies at Port Kembla. Further, it 
must be recognised that the circumstances are entirely adverse to the shipment of 
western or northern wheat at this port— thus rendering blending for export 
impracticable. 


Regarding general traffic other than that which would be supplied by the 
proposed iron, steel, cement, and other works at Port Kembla, the Committee are of 
opinion that the estimate of the Railway authorities is one which does not exaggerate 
the financial possibilities of the proposed line, but is explicit in its impartiality and 
fairness. The carriage of super-phosphates, of which no doubt huge quantities will be 
_ obtained from Port Kembla, to the Riverina and southern districts generally is not 
likely to yield more than working expenses on account of the low freight rate charged 
on this commodity; the freight on pit props and agricultural produce, including 
vegetables, is also low; and the estimates of working costs supplied by the Railway 
Department take into consideration the net return obtainable from this class of 
merchandise. 


Attention has been drawn, by representatives of the Water Supply and Sewerage 
Board, to the possibility of the pollution of the catchment area of the Sydney water 
supply by reason of the construction of the proposed line along the western boundary 
thereof for a distance of 134 miles. It is claimed that unless effective precautions are 
taken by the Railway Department over this portion of the route there is likelihood of 
the supply becoming contaminated, which will involve the necessity of the installation 
of a filtering plant, at an estimated cost of from £1,300,000 to £1,500,000. There are 
at present from 150 to 200 farms, with a population of approximately 800 persons upon 
the area, particularly in the neighbourhood of East and West Kangaloon, but in view 
of the precautions taken in connection with their sanitation, it is not expected that 
the supply will be contaminated from this source. A more imminent source of danger 
is anticipated by the Board from the fact that, on account of its attractive scenic 
features, Robertson, in the event of the proposed line being constructed, will be visited 
by many thousands of tourists, and, although the township is situated clear of the 
catchment area, they are likely to picnic upon it and probebly cause pollution. The 
Committee have considered this view of the position and have arrived at the conclusion 
that with proper precautions on passenger trains, combined with the laying down of a 
ballasted permanent way, there is nothing to be feared in the direction indicated. So 
far as tourists are concerned it has to be pointed out that the Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board already provide a patrol service to look after the sanitation of the 
catchment area, and this, if necessary, should be strengthened, and an embargo placed 
upon the use of the area by visitors. 


In view of the fact that the success of the proposed line is mainly dependent 
upon the establishment of iron and steel works at Port Kembla, the Committee 
desire to emphasise the necessity on the part of the Government of obtaining an 
assurance from Messrs, C. and G. Hoskins, Limited, before railway construction is 
undertaken, that these works will be proceeded with, 

; RESOLUTIOY 
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RESOLUTION PASSED. 


7.—The following extract from the Minutes of Proceedings shows the resolut cn 
passed by the Committee :— 


Mr. C:meron moved—‘ That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed 


railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, 
be constructed.” 


Mr. Mahony seconded the motion, which was adopted, on the following division :— 


AYES-—4, No—1. 
Mr. Burke Mr. Travers, 
Mr. Caineron 
Mr. Dick 
Mr. Doe 


Mr. Drummond 


Mr. Mahony. 


WD. DICK 
Chairman. 


Office of the Pariiamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney, G December, 1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDIENCK. 


RAILWAY FROM MOSS VALE TO PORT KEMBLA. 


ERTINAY, 2 MARCH 1923, 


Present: 
THe Hon, W. T. DICK (Cnairmay.) 


The Ifon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Mariony. 
Francis Micnarn Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAmes Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee considered the expediency of constructing a line of Railway froia Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under-Necretary, Department of 
Public Works, sworn and examined :— 


1. Chairman.] I understand you have a statement to 
submit to the Committee in respect of the proposed rail- 
way !—Yes. It is as follows :— 


PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM Moss VALE TO Port KemBLA. 


Estimated cost £854,024 or £22,474 per mile, exclusive of land and 
compensation. Length, 38 miles § chains. 


On 22nd Noven:ber, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways (Hon. R. T. Ball, M.L.A ) moved in the 
Legislative Assembly, ‘‘ That it be referrei to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works to consider and report upon 
the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Moss; Vale to 
Port Kembla.”’ 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


This proposed cross-country railway has been strongly urged by 
local public bodies and representatives of commercial and industrial 
interests. It is claimed that the line will relieve the congestion on 
the main trunk line to Sydney ; that it will save at least 100 miles 
of haulage as between Moss Vale and Port Kembla and will enable 
further large and important industries to be established at Port 
Kembla ; and that it will open up large areas of Crown and other 
lands for settlement, and will give convenient and ready access to 
tourist resorts, 


Following is the official description of the line : 


‘*This proposed railway commences on the Great Southern 
Railway at 90 miles 70 chains from Sydney and ashort distance 
on the northern side of Moss Vale station, and proceeds in an 
easterly direction crossing Kelly’s Creek and skirting the 
southern shore of Wingecaribee Swamp, and passes through the 
village of Robertson ; thence the line takes a northerly and 
north-easterly direction and passes between Little River on the 
west and Mount Murray on the east and between the heads of 
Avon and Gallagher’s Rivers and the Illawarra Coast Range, 
which latter it crosses at the Gap, thence it runs easterly for 
about 4 miles, passes about 1 mile south of Mount Kembla and 
junctions with the South Coast line at 55 miles 24 chains from 
Sydney.” 


The Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report is dated 20th 
November, 1922, and is as follows :— 


Proposep Ratbway CoNNECTION BETWEEN THE MAIN Sourueryn 
AND South Coast Sysrems—Moss VAue ro Port Kuempea. 


In accordance with the request of the Honorable the Mirister 
for Railways and in pursuance of the provisions of the Public 
Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners beg to submit a preliminary 
report on the abovementioned proposal. 

The length of suggested line is 38 miles 6 chains, made up of 24 
miles 56 chains for the section Port Kembla (Unanderra) to Robert- 
son with a ruling grade on the ‘‘ Down” journey of 1 in 30 overa 
length of 11 miles, and 1 in 75 in the ‘‘Up” direction ; and 13 
miles 30 chains from Robertson to Moss Vale, hivinz a ruling grade 
of in 75 in both directions. The sharpest curve is of 10 chains 
radius. 
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The estimated cost is £854,024 for a line laid with 80-lb. rails and 
stone ballast. There are two tunnels—one 700 yards long and the 
other 140 yards. For a distance of 13$ miles the survey ef the line 
skirts the top of the range forming the catchment area of the 
Sydney water supply. There has been considerable difficulty in the 
location of this line, and quite recently the Water and Sewerage 
Board offered serious objection to the present survey. 

The representations made to the Government urging the construc- 
tion of this proposed railway, which have emanated from resolutions 
carried at public meetings held at Moss Vale and Robertson, are 
now being analysed, and a further report will be submitted in due 
course after the Commissioners have made an inspection of the 
proposed line. 

The claim to railway communication is largely based on the aspect 
of decentralisation and the enhancement of Port Kembla, but sufh- 
cient information is not yct available to arrive at estimates of cost 
of working and revenue. 


The Common Seal of the Railway) 
Commissioners for New South Wales | 
was hereunto affixed the twentieth day | 
of November, one thousand nine hun- { 
dred and twenty-two, in the presence | 
of — I” 

W. Jno. Morris, Secretary. 


A propusal to connect the Robertson district with the Great 
Southern Railway first came before the Department in 1880. In 
189) the Public Works Committee reported against a proposed 
line from Moss Vale to Robertson, that body expressing the opinion 
that a line from Bowral would give more general accommodation. 
A survey was then made from Bowral to Robertson, and this 
proposal was referred to the Public Works Committee in 1900. 
‘Vheir report was unfavourable to its construction. 

In this report the Committee referred to a suggestion which had 
been made for connection with the Illawarra Railway and which 
had been investigated by an officer of the Department a short time 
previously. That officer reported that, speaking generally, any 
connection between the Southern and Illawarra Railways would be 
a very diflicult and expensive undertaking, and considering the 
difference in heightb etween the two p'aces—about 2,400 feet—and 
the nature of the country traversed, it would be very difficult to 
determine if the line were within the range of practical 
consideration. 

A further investigation oi this proposal was made in August, 
1909, at the instigation of the Committee, when a route which 
crossed the main Dlawarra Range at the lowest point between 
Mount Kembla and the head of Macquarie Pass was regarded as 
the most favourable; but the Report added: ‘‘ Viewed in the 
most favourable light, it would enta:l very heavy expenditure, 
possibly running into £500,(00, and the length required in order tu 
obtain a grade is excessive, being some 45 mil-s from the junction — 
of the Hlawarra Line to Moss Vale as against 24 miles in a direct 
line.” 

The Royal Commission on Decentralisation in Railway Transit, 
in their report dated 13th May, 1911, recognised the great advantage 
to be derived from a connection between Moss Vale and Port Kembla 
by the saving of mileage in the haulage of coal from the Illawarra 
line to the southern dis!ricts and in the conveyance of ores from the 
interior to the smelting works at Port Kembla. The Commission, 


(Seal.) 


JAMES FRASER, 
J. H. Cann. 
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Witness—T. B. Cooper, 2 March, 1923. 


however, did not consider the traffic in these commodities suffi- 
ciently extensive to warrant the line being considered at that 
juncture for decentralisation purposes. In their opinion a greater 
measure of relief could be obtained if the proposal to establish a 
port at Jervis Bay with railway connection to Yass were adopted. 

The proposal for a line to Robertson was revived in June, 1914, 
when strong representations were made by a deputation which 
waited on the Hon. H. C. Hoyle, M.L A., then Minister for Rail- 
ways, that the development of the coal measures in the Robertson 
district had considerably strengthened the case for railway com- 
munication. A report, however, by the Government Geologist, on 
the prospects of obtaining marketable coal in the Robertson district, 
showed that those prospects were practically nil. 

In March, 1916, Mr. J. H. Cann, then Minister, in reply to a 
deputation representative of the coal mining, agricultural, and 
pastoral industries of the district concerned, promised to have the 
country between Pert Kembla and Robertson again thoroughly 
examined with a view to ascertaining whether a good working direct 
line was practicable.. As a result of the investigation then made, the 
route previously examined, with a deviation to the north in the 
vicinity of Mount Kembla, was reported to be the only practicable 
one, but the cost would be very heavy, being approximately 
£750,000. 

N> further action was taken at that time, but representations as 
to the necessity for the connection between Moss Vale and Port 
Kembla continued to be made from time to time by the Members 
for the district and the various public bodies, and in August, 1920, 
the then Premier (the late Hon. J, Storey) stated in reply to depu- 
tations at Mount Kembla, Robertson, and Dapte, that he would 
ask the Minister for Works (Mr. Estell) to have a trial survey made 
with a view to referring the matter to the Public Works Committee. 

The proposal for a survey was coneurred in by Mr. Hstell, but 
owing to shortage of funds it was not at that time possible to 
carry it out. However, the Illawarra Chamber of Commerce, on 
behalf of various local bodies havirg subsequently offered to contri- 
bute a sum of £1,000 towards the cost of survey, the Minister 
approved of the work being proceeded with, at the same time 
intimating that the amount of £1,000. should be regarded merely as 
a loan to be recouped from the amount voted by Parliament later 
on for expenditure on surveys. 

The survey of the line was completed in March, 1922, and the 
Minister (Mr. Hstell) then directed that the Railway Commissioners 
be asked for a statutory report on the proposal, so that the matter 
might be referred to the Committee. 

In the report furnished by the Railway Department on the survey 
it was stated that the line would run ¢hrough the Sydney Water 
Supply catchment area for about 134 miles, and skirt the top of the 
range forming the catchment area, but would not interfere with the 
stored water. 

The Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, however, 
. has protested in the interests of public health to the line traversing 
the Catchment area, and evidence in regard thereto wil! no doubt 
be placed before the Committee by the Board’s officers. 

On 30th August, 1922, a deputation from representatives of a 
large number of local interests affected, and including Messrs. W. 
Davies, M. I’. Morton, and H. V. C. Thorby, Ms.L.A., waited on 
the Premier to urge the construction of the proposed railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 

Mr. Davies said that the agitation for this connecting link had 
been yoing on for many years. The great stumbling block in the 
past had been the lack of unanimity in the choice of route. That 
unanimity, however, had now been reached He urged that the 
matter should be referred to the Public Works Committee or else 
made the subject of a Bill for submission to Parliament. 

Mr. Morton referred to the line as the first installation in the 
policy of decentralisation. ort Kembla was notably increasing in 
importance, and within the last ten years its population had 
_ increased fr..m about 306 to 3,000, whilst over £1,700,000 had been 
expended on the establishment of a shipping port and industries 
there. It had been proved beyoad doubt that the suggested route 
was practicable, and they had statistics to show that the lme would 
be a paying proposition from the outset. 

Mr. Thorby supported the claims of the deputation for the pro- 
posed railway. 

Mr. C. Hoskins, of Hoskins’ Iron & Steel Co. Ltd., said that as 
soon as they knew that the line would be started his firm intended 
to establish works at Port Kembla, and so regulate their work that 
by the time the line was completed they would be ready to use the 
products from the southern parts of the State. It was, however, 
impossible for them to embark upon this undertaking until they 
were assured that the line would be built. Under existing con- 
ditions the cost of haulage would be too great. For instance, the 
freizht on coal carried across the connecting line would be 5s. 3d. 
per ton. To carry the same coal down to Sydney and back to Moss 
Vale would cost lis. 1d. per ton, Similarly in the case of iron, the 
cost would be 2s. 5d. as against 8s. 31., and this applied also to 
limestone. 

Captain Waley said that the farmers of the Riverina would 
enormously benefit by a cheaper supply of superphosphate. Victoria 
used three times as much of this fertiliser as New South Wales 
because the farmers there purchased it more cheaply. The output 
of superphosphate on the South Coast at the present time was 25,000 
tons, aud this quantity could be doubled or trebled if it were made 
worth while by the imposition of cheaper freights such as this con- 
necting line would ensure. Then with regard to mining timber ; 
there was practically ne timber left in the district, and the freight 
on timber coming round by Sydney made the local cost almost 
prohibitive. 


Mr. Paxton (Sydney Chamber of Commerce) said that despite the 
fact that the construction of the line might cut into the revenue of 
other existing lines, he still urged that it be proceeded with on its 
own merits. 

Mr. H. R. Lee (Secretary of the Cross-Country Railway Com- 
mittee) said that since the matter was before the Railway Decen- 
tralisation Royal Commission in November, 1910, £1,700,000 bad 
been spent in establishing industries at Port Kembla. Port Kembla 
was the third shipping port of New South Wales, the other two 
being Sydney and Newcastle. New works having a large capac ty 
had recently been established at Port Kembla for the manufacture 
of superphosphates, of which it was anticipated that a minimum 
tonnage of 25,000 tons per annum would be railed from Port Kembla 
to stations on the Main Southern Trunk Line and its branches south 
of Moss Vale. Large quantities of coal were railed from the South 
Coast coal-fields for railway depots from Picton southwards, and 
the proposed line would mean the saving of at least 100 haulage 
miles of this coal. 


The following additional benefits were claimed by the construction . 


of the proposed line :— 

(a) The opening up of mining fields whose low-grade ores and 
fluxes could be treated at Port Kembla ; 

(b) The opening up of large tracts of valuable agricultural land 
for closer settlement purposes ; 

(c) The making available of large tracts of valuable timber for 
marketing ; 

(d) The provision of an attractive and convenient tourist route. 


The Premier, in reply, stated that he personally was in favour of 
the construction of the line, but that the matter was, of course, 
subject to the present financial position. It would be necessary to 
await the Railway Department’s report before any decision could he 
arrived at as to the best method of constructing the line. The 
members of the deputation should furnish facts and figures estab- 
lishing their claim that the line would be a paying proposition from 
the commencement. ' 

Finally, Sir George Fuller undertook that the matter would be 
submitted to the Minister for Public Works and that Mr. Ball 
would bring it before Cabinet as part of the general railway policy 
of the Government during the ensuing year. 

On 13th December, 1922, a further deputation waited on the 
Premier and handed ina statement (see Appendix ‘‘ A”), setting out 
information in respect of the proposed line. 

At this deputation Mr, Hoskins stated that his firm intended to 
establish cement works at Port Kembla, but that it would be foolish 
to carry out such a proposition before the line was constructed. 
Tne Railway Commissioners might object that by the construction 
of Works at Port Kembla his firm would be taking business away 
from Lithgow. As a matter of fact, it would make very little 
difference. Lithgow was necessary to supply the inland and 
western parts of the State, while Port Kembla would cater for an 
overseas market. Under normal conditions, at Lithgow his firm 
employed about 3,000 men, and their annual payments for railway 
freights during the past fourteen years had increased from about 
£25,000 to £210,000. The result was that Lithgow, from the point 
of view of railway returns, was the third important place in New 
South Wales. 

In reply, the Premier thanked the deputation for the further 
details furnished, and said he would see that these details were sent 
along to the proper quarter- r 

With regard to representations made by the Bowral Municipal 


Council advocating the connection with the Great Southern line at _ 


Bowral instead of Moss Vale, the members for the district were 
informed in December, 1921, that it was not usual to submit alter- 
native routes to the Public Works Committee, but when the 
inquiry was being held the proposal to junction at Bowral instead 
of Moss Vale could be brought forward by the Bowral residents, 

Plan, &c., herewith. Further information in regard to the pro- 
posed railway, including details of estimate, will be placed before 
the Committee by the Railwav Commissioners’ officers. 

With regard to detailed evidence as to the operations at Port 
Kembla in connection with the shipment of coal, coke, &c., and as 
to the capacity of the port and its equipment, it is suggested that 
the Chief Engineer for Harbours and Rivers be called. 


T. B. COOPER, 
Under Secretary for Public Works. 
2/3]’23. 


APPENDIX A. 
[Copy. ] 2 
Cross-COUNTRY RAILWAY COMMITTER. 
(Main Southern Line to Illawarra Line). 


Port Kembla, Sth September, 1922. 
Re Proposed Cross-country Raigway. 


(Main Southern Trunk Line to Illawarra Line). 


At the present time railway traffic to and from the South Coast 
and the Interior of the State served by the Main Southern Trunk 
Line and its branches is first hauled to Syduey. This is largely the 
cause of the existing serious conjestiun on the railway systems 1 
the vicinity of Sydney. . 

The proposed cross-country line will greatly relieve the congestion 
and thereby obviate the present delays which cause inconvemience 
and expense. 


By constructing, approximately, 39 miles of cross-country lines, 
the saving in distance as between Port Kembla and Moss Vale will 
be over 100 miles, viz, :— 


Port Kembla to Redfern 54 miles. 


Redfern to Moss Vale $0 4, 
Total 144 miles. 

Proposed Cross-country Line “39 miles. 
Difference 105 miles. 


Port Kembla. 
Port Kembla is the third port of entry for New South Wales. 


It is an established shipping port, which possesses unique 
advantages for the carrying on of many large and important 
industries. 


The Government has to date expended the sum of £820,090 on— 


(a) The construction of Harbour Works and the equipment of 
jetties and up-to-date electrically operated loading and 
unloading appliances. 


(b) The construction of an electrical power house, metal crush- 
ing works, &c. 


(c) A network of railway sidings and loop lines to serve the 
shipping traffic. 


Private enterprise has to date expended over £880,000 on indus- 
trial works, to which large additions are now being made, viz, :~— 


(a) The Smelting and Refining Works of the Electrolytic 
Refining and Smelting Company of Australia, Limited.— 
These works are now capable of treating the whole of the 
normal production of copper material containing market- 
able quantities of g@d and silver produced in the Common- 
wealth 


(b) The Copper-wire, Rod, Bar, and Tube Works of Metal 
Manufacturers, Limited.— This is a new and important 
industry. Large additions are now being made to these 
works, and over 400 men are employed, This number will 
later be considerably increased. 


-.(c) The Superphosphate and other Artificial Manure Works of 
Australian Fertilisers Proprietary, Limited.—These large 
works, which have recently been established at Port 
Kembla, are already producing 30,000 tons of artificial 
manures per annum, 


(d) In addition {to the large works mentioned in ‘‘a” ‘‘b” 
and ‘‘c” there are up-to-date silica and fire-clay brick- 
works, coke-making works, metal-crushing works, &c. 


The above industries already established at Port Kembla provide 
constant and remunerative employment for over 1,500 men. 


South Coast Coal-fields. 


The proposed cross-country line will enable coal and coke to be 
railed to the inland parts of the State served by the Main Southern 
Trunk line and its branches, without being first hauled to Sydney; 
The saving in haulage will range from 78 miles in the case of Helens- 
burgh eoal and 106 miles in the case of Mount Kembla coal. During 
the past year over 241,000 tons of coal and coke were railed to 
Sydney and thence inland. If the difference in railage is taken at 
an average of 75 miles only, the saving in haulage would represent 
18,075,000 ton miles. 


The coal mines use large quantities of hardwood timber known as 
“pit props,’ &c. At the present time it is necessary to obtain this 
material from remote centres, and a considerable quantity passes 
through Sydney en route to the mines. The proposed cross-country 
line will enable the mines to obtain suitable supplies of mining 
timber from tracts of forest land at present inaccessible ‘Ihe 
quantity that weuld be railed on the new line is estimated to exceed 
6,000 tons per annum. 


Large supplies of valuable hardwood timber for building purposes, 
firewood, &c., will also be made available by the proposed eross- 
country line. 


New Industries, 


Hoskins’ Iron and Steel Ce., Ltd., have already secured 380 acres 
of land at Port Kembla for the purpose of erecting iron and steel 
works. The Government has been definately informed that these 
new works will be commenced when the construction of the pro- 
posed cross-country line is undertaken. 


Following the construction of the proposed ercss-country line, 
cement works of large capacity will also be established at Port 
Kembla, 


Messrs. Hoskins Ltd., have large deposits of limestone at 
Marulan, which are now being developed. This material is largely 
used in the smelting of iron ores, and also at the copper smelting 
works as a flux. 


Hoskins’ Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., state that they will jrail at 
least 100,000 tons of material over the proposed cross-country line 
in the first year of its construction, and thereafter this large 
tonnage would be considerably increased. 


ny 
o> 


Witnese—T. B, Cooper, 2 March, 1923. 


Agricultural and Dairying Industry. 


The proposed cross-country line will open up considerable areas 
of valuable land for agricultural and dairying purposes, Areas o 
land of considerable extent, at present practically unoccupied, but 
which are eminently suitable for fruit and vegetable growing, will 
be made available. 


The Burrawang—Robertson district is noted as the premier 
cabbage-producing area of tle State. Over 4,000 tons of cabbages 
are annually despatched to Sydney, and the capacity of this district 
for cabbage, potato, and swede turnip production is limited only by 
the demand. $¥ 


Commonwealth Interests. 


The proposed cross-country railway line would be of inéstimablé 
value to the Commonwealth from a military point of view. 
Reference to the railway map at once éiiphasisés this fact beyorid 
necessity for further comment. 


It would also bring the Federal Capital and territory at least 
100 miles nearer by rail to the Illawarra coal-field and the 
established shipping port of Port Kembla, 

b 
Tourist Interests. 


The round journey, Sydney-Moss Vale-Robertson-Illawarra, 
which would be made available by the proposed cross-country line, 
will provide a tourist’s route unrivalled by any similat round trip 
in the Commonwealth. It will bring within easy access from the 
rail the wonderful valley districts of the Sotithern Tablelands, and 
the Macquarie, Fitzroy, Belmore, and Carrington Falls. It will 
enable the great industrial population of the Illawarra districts to 
get away from the coastal districts and visit the tablelands, and 
the people of the tablelands and the inland parts of the Southern 
portion of the State to visit the many well-known seasidé health 
resorts of the South Coast. In both cases it is now necessary to 
first travel to Sydney, which entails heavy expense and vexatious 
delay and inconvenience. 


Necessity in the interests of the State for immediate construction 6 
proposed Cross Country Line. : 


It is submitted that the foregoing facts show clearly and beyond 
question that the proposed line should be constructed at once, 


The immense volume of traffic at present offering, and which 
would become available immediately the line is constructed, must 
make this line a paying proposition from its inception, viz., 
eee 


Estimated Minimum Tonnag 
per annum. 
Down Traffic. | Up Traffic. 
tons. tons. 
Coal and Coke from Illawarra Coal Mines to 
Picton and stations south of same ..::;.| 240,000 | wc... 
Limestone, ironstone, and other crude ores, 
&c. Hoskins Iron and Steel Co., Ltd.! ......... 100,000 
Superphosphate and other artificial manures| 25,000 |  ......... 
dour) Bab eaesoacdc net snsadncr ttceer 265,000 100,000 
A large proportion of the above tonnage 
will be available for hauling in train loads, 
which is the most economical traftic for the 
Railway Commissioners. 
Pit props and other mining timber for South 
Come ty MMe sic: salen ome maar nc ter as sone = acs eee 5,000 
Sawn timber, firewood; We. iescecccsscceccesctl > cidccctec 1;500 
Limestone, crude ores, &e., for smelting 
OE Ea E areea th eerie tans wees gee eee ll" Y case don 12,000 
And in addition :— 
Miscellaneous General Traffic—Fat stock, 
CHUBHGES HONOSE NOACRN HorceoencctuecnOmaneaeaen 
Produee—Vegetables, fruit, &e. ............ eee ee Eat 
Dairy Products—Milk, ereain, &c. ......... aur “ahi tmalicsoh by 
General stores and merchandise ........,... 5,000 10,000 
Kstimated Minimum Totals...,.. 270,C0C 128,500 


In addition there would be the passenger and coaching traffic, 
mails, &c, 


In the Report of the Commissioners for year ended 30th June, 
1922, page 13, the following particulars are shown :— 


Working expenses per average mile open, £2,189. 


If the proposed cross-country line is taken at 40 miles on the 


above basis the working expenses would require to be— 
For 40 miles—Working expenses, £87,560. 


On the particulars supplied above, it is submitted that the mini- 
mum earnings, which would reasonably be credited to the proposed 
line, would be not less than £120,000 per annum. 


The saving to the Railway Commissioners on the haulage of coal 
for railway purposes will more than pay all interest charges on the 
capital ontlay of the proposed railway; 
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Witnesses.-..T. B, Cooper, 2 March, and W. Hutchinson, 5 June, 1923, 


Taking the mileage as 4 miles, the following table taken from Wheat. 

the Railway Merchandise and Live Stock Rate Book, shows the piiy, freight : 

charges for 40 miles, and the added charges for 40 miles railage on Ap A ane Mj Per ton. 

basis of 100 miles :— ‘ less 2 ee 

pacer Riemes hose Se isi ais aed Miho Se Seg SS. UY Moss Vale to Darling Harbour.........,..... 90 01010 
Maunures. Coal. | Miscellaneous. Goulburn to Darling Harbour .......... nee, JE) OWS a3 
j Saving if wheat from Goulburn railed to 
4 a ee ch a ah Gk s. cud. Pert Kem plas-copenicsccens dure eee ecineeies . 50 02 5 
ates for milesgeeiatercree cast g ies SO Ome Oe ts) 
ral The saving that would be effected by the railage of these two 
oo ._. LOG Rees a ees 6 9 ll 2 14 2 products to Port Kembla, thereby lessening the railway haulage by 
os ldO ees ee rae | Shar lars i4 17 16 50 miles, is another factor which makes the construction of the 
sik {aati eras ____. proposed cross-country line imperative in the interests of the 

Difference for 40 miles.......... é 0 8 2 10 Sad development and prosperity of the State. 

fare proposed cross-country line will immediately upon its con- 
Viasen struction :— 
[eat Sal OG. CG. 1st. ond: (a) Ree ah tia serious congestion on the main trunk 
== ines to Sydney ; 
Ty | wt 

ae | ‘ a Hs § G = j 2 7 : . o < a t (b) Remove the present serious handicap to the development of 
fs ‘ the State, owing to the whole of the railway traffic of the 
Sls x Illawarra industrial district with the southern half of the 
: a Ms ‘a 15 : : ; , : ; : 4 . Fc State being compulsorily hauled to and from Sydney, and 

eres ket 2 ft ; > oe thereby save at least 100 miles unnecessary. mileage ; 

Difference for 40 miles Oe Sek Oy Se Mae Sik Oh Ol iky ak (c) Enable further large and important industries to be con- 

| structed at Port Kembla, the volume of traffic from which 
; would alone fully warrant the construction of the proposed 
Financial, line ; 
In order to assist the Government, and as an earnest of the bona (d) The saving in freight of 100 miles railage on low grad 
‘ : Seine \ & e ores 
fides of the intentions of Hoskins Iron and Steel Co. Ltd., that and other metallurgical products will be an Tropoeteean 
company will undertake to supply the steel rails and fastenings at factor in developing the important mining areas in the 
prices sie mutually arranged, and accept New South Wales southern half of the State ; 

Treasury Bonds in pay t f : 

u P ea iter 2 (e) Open up large areas of excellent Crown and other lands, at 
Wheat and Wool. present practically idle, for closer settlement and de- 
In the foregoing no allowance has been made for one of the most velopment ; 
LRP at tee a eomnegrion with the proposed cross-country (f) eetiwante Bao shipping port for wool and wheat, 
(a) Provide an additional shipping port for wheat and wool Relioverthere Petes A 
produced in the southern half of the State ; . aA ae r woh oo A an, a . 
Mba the ; : 
(6) Thereby effect a saving of 50 miles at an average of :— (°) to ae eae ooting 8 Ute? ays 
Moss Vale to Sydney... ... 90: mules. (2) Gi aT VERNOnRE 1 rend t f tl 
to Port Kembla. 40 8) Give sonrenient aod seedy gon ee 
: . ’ 
Saving in mileage... ... 50 miles. (h) Provide immediate and permanent employment for a large 
Weaol, Pare number of men ; 

Railway freight— Miles. £ s. d. (i) Generally be a most important factor, readily obtainable, of 
Moss Vale to Darling Harbour............-.- 90 Se Alp 10) developing and enhancing the interests of the State and the 
Goulburn to Darling Harbour............... 140 3.4 8 Commonwealth of Australia, 

eer H. R. LEE, 
Saving on wool from Goulburn if railed to Secretary. 


Port Wemblatecsesasa..s-oeaees se toseeerere 50 Ihe ib Sydney Office, 14 Martin-place. Port Kembla. 


TUESDAY, 5 JUNE, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarirMay). 
The Hon. Joun Travers. Francis MicriarL Burke, Esq. 
The Hon. Robert Mauoxy Winuiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Port Kembla to 
Moss Vale. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, Department of Railways, sworn, and 
examined :— 
2. Chairman.| You have a statement to submit to the Committee with regard to the proposed railway !—Yes, it is as 


follows :— 
Port Kempia to Moss VALE RAILWAY. 


STATEMENT showing estimated cost of a single line of railway with 80-lb., rails, stone ballasted. 
Length of line, 38 miles 6 chains 50 links; ruling grade, 1 in 80 with load and 1 in 75 against load ; minimum curve, 10 chains radius. 


Description of Work, Estimated Cest. Summary. gale BEN 
5 Sh idk & s. d. £ 

Barthworks and Clearing  aence-teecitcee cacy leeisiashiomerl mene. sera ne atta men ischial teense tice SOD, ALA aa: MOM a meeantctec tres 10,392 
Tunnels (two—1/140 line-yds., 1/700 din sys) ..0.ca aswarmiengasiteeeabbsieontae Fiuan Sena OE SEN hoes ee Oe “UWE acortsomcogsosoce 2,253 
Culverts aad amin or bridges saree suet ev ine anti Noent setters qeaten rite otekioresen ce wieatice casas pee Qe O4 ee: WOMe tecevtusse svete Fane 677 
Viaduct-oversdesp gullycab Glemiles einrerscdsecsectee seem ecdeasaeunier yet ceeeturisecre cat atest ie tence 45049 S10 a Olalt. Zidh ei. seen eee 130 
Fencing, cattle stops, level crossings, XC. .........cscseeees Ben Fnb cnc cern apacmed bases. Apdoos ste sbbode 5 O2 Uma ANON a ah fees neers eee 460 
Permanenl=-way—-Ralls,at£12 per tOm mer pros ndtenereccacaraucs ei bareunetiepseruiacaseriteen erica sesee TO; SSO MeO! OM eased veneers 1,860 
| reid NC) esa np cont Sano q to Maa ua ce Uee ack baNBoL dan oohrc tuascaqobaBesaky-omenhioobausuons ne 5205 900 5 107) as Sasnnnmencneee 58 

Ballast se iote sor bacteme seca isthe Sitio late ders «cote hen tite eRe en eRe aeG eens se i £39,691 

Slee persis cagosieinahyenuenens deitorae deen deteks cic e eee eeem eee Mame eens 31,276 

Platelay inci .chiver-meter ulaaieloulate de lente wales denis v= «nla atgeealme sare geese! tahivg ete 6,886) 
——— 41,953 OD hee cersedy oe ions 2,044 
° Carried forward |————_-—————|_ 680,627 0 0 | 17,874 
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Witnesses~-W. Hutchinson and J. E. . Kennedy, 5June,1_. 


Statement showing estimated cost of a single line of railway with 80-lb. rails, stone ballasted—continued. 


ES 


Description of Work. | Estimated Cost. Summary. re “ie 

| a = 
£ ads £ Eb cle £ 
ees Beemtrencens oinees 68,627 0 0)| 17,874 
PeaGION Wer kee 2. coi credo. s. Shean tin ; rete eiad as 13,860 0 0 351 
Station buildings .. 1 Roem earetune se 8,460 0 0 222 
Signalling and interlocking .. Sof OCICCOHGEHOOO 11,400 0 0} 299 
Water supplies........... BALES co ashes aia 5,700 0 0 150 
Telegraphs ee AG he aloes 3,800 0 0 100 
Miles posts: gossttso.ee ks ctcnes. ; MAM reeneaiges 146 0 O 4 
Equipment of gangs ...........0..65 SS, ied te ie 594 0 0 15 
724,077 0 0 19,015 
Head Office, engineering, contingencies, &c., 18 per cent., SAY ssesessssseeeseresseeseneeteeseeees Pac aasmn ened 129,947 0 0 3,412 
£854,024 0 0 | £22,427 

} 


eer nn ES 


Average cost per mile, 


3. Is there any means of avoiding the catchment area ? 
—There is apparently no means of doing so without going 
to tremendous expense. 

4. Mr, Doz.| Would it be a serious disadvantage to the 
catchrent area ?—You will find that the Water and 
Sewerage Board will raise strong objections. I have had 
two or three interviews with their chief engineer in order 
to reconcile his views, but I think you will find that the 
Board will come before this Committee and raise strong 
objections. 

5, Mr. Mahony.| There is no reduction yet 
of rails?—No. 


in the price 


ce 


John Edmond Harold Kennedy, Chief Draftsman, Depart 


ment of Lands, sworn, and examined :— 


6. Chatrman.| You have a statement to submit to the 
Committee ?—Yes, it is as follows :— 


Proposep RatLway—Moss VAatz ro Port Kempua. 


acres 
Alienated lands (tinted blue)— (about) 
Including conditional purchases and settlement purchases.......... 124,390 
Reserved lands (tinted green)— 
PUA IMOLGUMMGET ALY GONUEO! so =.<0<ip.0n/se os sie s ciie.cdice oelmarcis visteoiales s 75,800 
Crown lands (tinted brown)— 
Held under Permissive Occupancy ............- about 1,2)0 acres 
ION AHIBPEILNH deter aiciels a) aitigicis oe ip andieie.e espatanwa’a.0's ye Lb LOOT. 16,300 
About 16,300 acres 
otalanead. (ACTS) ADOUL so. salen pac. ae we oe oslo og 216,400 


* it is probable that part of these reserved and untenanted Crown lands may be 
held under annual leases, particutars of which are not available at Head Office. 


J. E. H. KENNEDY, 


Department of Lands, Chief Draftsman. 


Sydney, 5th June, 1923, 


Limits of Affected Area. 


The proposed railway, Moss Vale to Port Kembla, begins at 
about 27 chains north of Moss Vale and ends at about 33 
chains south of Unanderra Railway Station; thus it connects 
the Main Southern line with the Illawarra line. The limits 
of the area influenced by its construction, owing to the exist- 
ence of the two lines referred to, are indicated on map pro- 
duced by a firm red band about midway between the existing 
lines mentioned and the one proposed. 


The 12-mile limit from each side of the proposed railway, 
fir the reasons stated, could not be shown as instructed, as 
extension beyond the limits indicated on map to cover the 12- 
mile zone on each side of the the proposed line would include 
lands within the sphere of the existing railways above. 
mentioned, : 

Concerning the lands within the limits shown the follow- 
ing particulars are afforded :— 


Untenanted Crown Lands, 


The area of the untenanted Crown lands is about 15,100 
acres, part of which (about 7,144 acres) was, from time to 
time, set apart under the provisions of the Crown Lands 
Consolidation Act, 1918, between June, 1909, and October, 
1921, for the following forms of tenure :—About 6,604 acres 
for additional conditional purchases, additional conditional 
purchase leases, additional homestead selections, and addi- 
tional settlement leases; about 420 acres for Crown leases 
and about 120 acres for homestead farms. The capital value 
of the lands set apart for additional conditional purchases 


aie 

yaries from 5s. per acre in parish of Yarrunga to 10s. per 
acre in parish of Yarrawa, county of Camden. No applica- 
tioin for any of these lands has, so far; been received. 
Ceuntry—Deep gullies and ridges, precipitious sides to 


gently undulating and level; swampy in parts; sand- 
stone formation; generally unsuitable for agricul- 


ture. 

Soil—Generaliy sandy and of poor quality; light-yellow 
sandy loam in parts. Some good patches suitable 
for crchards, 

Timber—Messmate, mountain ash, bloodwood and little 
gum, box, apple, and peppermint, 


Forest Reserves. 


There are thirteen forest reserves and part of another 
forest reserve (57), with a total acreage of about 8,100 


acres. Forest reserve 57 is within Sydney Catchment Area, 
and permission for any timber concession must be obtained 
from the Water Board. Of the other thirteen forest reserves 
twelve are also covered by public recreation reservations, 
and the other forest reserve (175) is covered by reserve for 
public purposes. 
Country—Generally rough, broken and precipitous; un- 
suitable for agriculture. 
Soil—Sandy, with patches of basalt. 
Vimber—Messmate, turpentine, mountain ash, coach- 
wood, peppermint, blackbutt, beech, sassafras, white 
box, swamp mahogany, woollybutt, and a little cedar. 


Settlement Purchase Areas. 

There are ten closer settlement purchase areas within the 
limits of the affected area as shown by firm white bands on 
map produced, having a total acreage of about 2,718 acres; 
they were acquired by the Government under the provisions 
of the Closer Settlement Acts, the information concerning 
which is detailed in the following schedule :— 


No Disposal, | Disposal, 
Settlement Purchase Naveaire Date of ae * | Average | Average 
Area, 2 S** | Acquisition, mangers Price per| Price per 
‘ *| Acre. Farm. 
C5 5 90 £ sid. £ Ss. ds 
Fitzroy Falls .....-..| 102 3 10) 12 June, 1918 2 neat 841 3 9 
Carrols ..... Sogo 126 3 0} 28 April, 1919 1 12107.0 |) I5837 17 6 
Shippley BIRO. se wtae 120 1 O| 17 Sept., 1919 i! tO) Su 4435000 
Hawke's. one octet eters 13L 0 0] 28 Oct., 1919 1 14 0 O| 1,834 0 0 
Vance’s .. tae dow 2 20) i April,-1920 1 12:10 0) 1,417 3 9 
Saunder’s “2”....... 200 0 06) 12 June, 1920 1 10 10 0/| 2,100 0 0 
Swell OMe nec eee at 410 0 0} 20 Aug , 1920 2 Angee 2,286: 5 0) 
About 
See’s ..|1,244 114] 20 Sept., 1920 2 6 3 9/ 3,850 0 0 
About 
Taebech’ sues deee eco Loos 0" O Pb Nove, 1920 LZ. OO Sian Ono 
Nelson’s ‘*2” 116 2 0} 9Sept., 1921 1 ie 2,350 0 0 


All the farms in the above 
allotted by the Minister. 

It is desired to point out that out of the 75,800 acres givea 
in schedule as reserves not held under any tenure, about 
57,000 acres of these are covered by dedicated water reserve 
No. 57, and are within the boundaries of the Catchment 
Area for Sydney and Suburbs Water Supply, and, on that 
account, are unalienable; thus only about 18,800 acres of 
these reserved lands can be counted in the total acreage of 
unalienated Crown lands available within the limits of tiie 
affected area. This total area, therefore, consists of about 
85,100 acres, as follows -—Ahout 15,100 acres of untenanted 
Crown lands; about 18,800 acres of reserved lands not heid 
under any tenure other than annual tenure, and about 1,200 
acres of Crown lands held under permissive occupancy, 


Rainfall. 


areas were applied for and 


The average rainfall on the affected area varies fromm 
about 884 inches at Moss Vale to about 444 inches at Port 
Kembla. 
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Parkin Benjamin Pearson, compiler, Bureau of Statistics, 


sworn, and examined :— 


7. Chairman.| You have some statistics to place before 
the Committee ?—Yes, they are as follows :— 


AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, AND DATRYING STATISTICS. 


Holdings of 1 acre and upwards used for agricultural and pastoral 


purposes. 
oS 
D Area occupied. 2 
Police Patrol Districts. | Season. = ee ae 8s POne: 
B ueanicd| Crome] ge 
jae} *| Lands, iS) 
No. | acres. |acres,| acres. | acres. 
1919-20 12 deeds We ah 14 90 
Moss Vale (part) 1920-21 | 10} 2,212 at 43 100 
: 1921-22 10 POA WS ae 4] 110 
1919-20 92 | 20,341 | 10 770 | 10,627 
Kobertson (part) 1920-21 |. 91 | 19,925 18 | 1,031 9,485 
1921-22 87 | 20,457 18 jd, 128 9,809 
1919-20 83 | 21,996 ae 574 3,845 
Vall J : 
Kangaree tas 1920-21 | 87 | 21,990 | «...| 610] 3,659 
1921-22 82 | 20,585 390 666 4,076 
1919-20 16 | 3; 147 ie 6 479 
Jamberoo (part) 1920-21 | 17 3,339 ae 10 79 
1921-22 15 2,982 9 10 930 
1919-20 | 203 | 47,696 | 10 | 1,364 | 15,041 
Summary ......... 1920-21 | 205 | 47,466 18 | 1,694 | 13,923 
1921-22 | 194 | 48,236 417 | 1,845 | 14,925 
} ‘ 
cence rnnrecreceencenccnnceeeceeerreccceccccccceeneseeeeeeeceececeaceec cc 
Details of Cultivation. 
SEE SS Ee ES 
Maize. Hay. Area under. 
Police Patrol Distriets, | Season. ‘a el wate t 
Area.| Yield, | Area.|Yiela.| @7¢e"| Gardens 
. ‘| Food. a. : 
acres. | Bush. Lakes. tons, | acres acres 
1919-20 ea Be AN 40 3 11 
Moss Vale (part) ..,.. 4 1920-21 a AS 6 4 22 16 
1921-22 2 60 2 2 24 13 
1919-20 io ais 149 156 617 4 
Robertson (part) ...... | 1920-21 it ae 149 | 163 826 56 
1921-29 sa 9 104 132 993 oP 
1919-20 | 251 11,958 Wi 34 289 17 
Kangaroo Valley inary 1920-21 | 253 | 11,661 34 63 297 26 
1921-22 | 249 14,172 52 69 B54 | ai 
1919-20 we sty A ae 5 i 
Jamberoo (part) ant 1920-21 and 38 43 34 10 
1921-22 3% “i 56 a 10 
( 1919-20 | 251 11,958 | 166 190 914 33 
SuimMary ...2:03535 . + | 4920-21 | 253 11,661 | 191 230 3, £56 95 
( 1921-92 | 251 11,232 | 158 203 1,381 55 


Live Stock at 30th June. 
Saas Uh Niet aeatial ticle soni eee toe 


Wool producttion 
2 Cattle. a | g | turing year euded 
Police Patrol Districts.| Year.| 2 bed ee ee Se ee: 
Milch| All a ie ; 
a cows. | Other. ve a pueee aes 
Noi} No. No. No. | No No lb 
(| 1920 | 20 18 (580) 2,0 25 
Moss Vale (part) .... 1921 | 20 36 120 30 6 20 160 
Uf i922 | 16] 36} i00| 97 30 150 
1920 | 334 | 694 | 1,967 | 2,680 | 1299 | 2,151 | 12,970 
Robertson (part)... . 1921 | 356 836 | 1,853 | 3,007 | 229 | 2,660 15,070 
ieee 310 932 | 1,840 | 2,180 | 231 2,632 12,628 
Kangaroo Valle 920 | 346 859 | 2,416 503 | 373 585 4,837 
8 trade { 1921 | 336 | 972 | 2,164] 507 | 488 454 2.856 
1922 | 320 943 | 2,569 527 | 573 537 3,007 
1920 17 16 188 is hs 2% 
Jamberoo (part) .... 1921 21 52 209 ae 5 ah 
1922 | 22} 58} a7} 2: Frere * 
1920 | 717 | 1,687 |, 4,603 | 3,183 | 517 2,786 17,807 
Suiimary i.......:. 1 192t | 733 | 1,896 | 4,346 | 3,544 | 728 | 3/134 | 197086 
1922 | 668 | 1,944 | 4,726 | 2,784 | 813 3,199 16,155 


Dairy Production during year ended 30th June. 


Made on Farms. 
Police Patrol District. Year, Milk, 
Butter. | Bacon, &e. 

gallons. 1b, lb. 

1920 6,405 250 120 

Moss Vale (part) siisssscoveeees 1921 13,760 450 140 
1922 1,580 200 aee 

1920 812,928 | 4,186 200 

Robertson (part) wi.ccisess i. 1921 491,151 256 120 
1922 659,010 | 1,596 73h 

1920 313,480 | 3,980 840 

Kangaroo Valley (part) ..... , 1921 386,200 | 3,695 | 1,490 

1922 | 441,665 | 4,660 | 1,170 
\ 1920 8,008 | «x. os 
AJEN a ox) Lora (TOI) econsdbeoneace 1921 19,600 as 
(| 1923) 21,3002 a 

1920 | 640,821 | 8,416 | 1,160 

MITA MIALY srincuercicees taasasree: i 1921 910,111 | 4,401 | 1,750 

1922 | 1,123,555 | 6,456 | 1,170 


—e 


Dairy Production at Factories during year ended 30th June. 


Robertson.J Kangaroo Valley. | Jamberoo. 
Butter. Butter, Cheese. Butter. Cheese. 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. 
1920 2 twcaroramverse 262,800 | 389,384 | ..... 228,179 64,052 
192 Le cncearteaynesences 938,782 | 287,521 | 10,744 | 145,845 singen 
0 ey ee aticrc ek 273,451 | 356,519 18,000 | 226,250 | ...... 


Holdinga of 1 acre and upwards used for Agricultural and 


Pastoral purposes. 
, 


Area Occupied. 
Area series based on alienated 
Area of Holding. Holdings. Crown Lands 
‘ attached to 
Alicrated. | alienated Hold- 
ings. 
No. acres. acres 
1 to BU same mecaseeeneee 10 371 8 
Bb ay) 100 iis ccmaenessetpe 28 2518 ease 
TOR 45 (200 sear eenee 66 10,499 399 
QOL es” ~ S00 categeernematees 4] 10,392 whe, 
BUE Ss 6400 that esha de lee 22 7,288 itd ee 
AQT Se O00 genau ati ates oe 4, 102 °° Sees 
BOL 4, -FOUU ancrisaeunes topes 3 1,727) =e eres 
GOL 7 U0 Savencsarre stare 5 3.132)” | enemas 
701.,, -800 sinew .ee.. 4 290350 eee 
SNe 1000 a rnonaaea cece 3 281.0) 2 1 eemeeearer 
J UOD as el O0U re... Onde 2 PASY | ee 
Total private holdings... . 193 48,236 407 
Consisting of Crown Lands 
(oie § Par nanisnmasdoocudbonod os 1: Gk o keene 10 
194 48,236 417 


8. Mr. Travers.| Your figures apply only to the 48,236 
acres which are occupied and witliin the influence of 12 
miles from the railway 1—Yes. The figures with regard to 
the production by the butter factories show the total pro- 
duction of those factories, but I cannot say what the pro- 
portion of milk is from the area. They must get a 
considerable proportion of the milk from outside the area. 

9, 'The live stock are all depastured within the 12 miles 
limit, and on the area of 48,236 acres !—Yes. 


7 
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WEDNESDAY, 18 uULY, 1923. 


[The Committee met in the Council Chambers, Wollongong. | 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHamman). 


The Hon. Joun TrAvErs. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 


Francis Micuarn, Burke, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 


Joln Stephen Kirton, coal merchant, Thirroul, sworn, 
and examined :— 


10. Chairman.|] You are president of the Illawarra 
Chamber of Commerce, and chairman of the advisory 
committee in connection with the proposed railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla?-Yes. With regard to the 
propesed railway, I have prepared the following state- 
ment:—The advisory committee was appointed at a 
largely-attended meeting of delegates held at Moss Vale 
on the 19th May, 1922, the following representatives being 
present :—Messrs. FE. B. Hawkins, T. Mack, and T. N. 8. 
Binney, representing the Moss Vale Municipal Council; 
EK. Hetheringtcn, Wingeearribee Shire; J. Wills, Nattai 
Shire; J. Porter and J. A. Mayo, Municipality of Wol- 
longong; J. J. Cleary, Picton Municipal Council; L. 
Holloway, Mayor, Municipality of Goulburn; T. James, 
C. F. O’Keefe (Mayor), H. Thomas), and J. Burns, Shell- 
harbour Municipal Council; J. W. Gorrell, Mayor, Muni- 
cipality of Central Hlawarra; P. A. Quirk, Robertson 
District Progress Association; C. W. Hindmarsh, Robert- 
son Branch R.D. Railway League; W. Craigie, hon. 
secretary, Robertson Distriet Railway League; J. Missing- 
ham, Robertson District Railway League; C. Wright, 
Yarrunga and Avoca Progress Association; W. Mortimer 
and T. Elliott, Burrawang Railway League, Bowral; 
R. G. Scott, Penrose-Kareela Railway League; F. W. 
Johnson, Progress Association, Wilde’s Meadow; E. L. 
Holmes, Bulli-Woonona Association; J. H. Lindsay, 
Dapto and District Citizens’ Association; E. G. Upton 
and E. G. Hambridge, Bargo Progress Association; C. 
Macdonald (secretary), G. Simon (president), and H. R. 
Lee, Port Kembla Progress Association; G. C. Tuckey, 
Wollongong Agricultural Society; M. A. O’ Donnell, Wol- 
longong A. H. and I. Association; J. G. Fairley, Dapto 
A. H. and [. Association; W. R. Hindmarsh, Robertson 
A. H. and f. Society; H. ,Richardson, B.D. and A.H. 
‘Society; W. H. Norris, President A.H. and f. Associa- 
tion, Albion Park; James W. Musgrave, A.H. and I. Asso- 
ciation, Albion Park; W. Dunster and J. W. Dawes, A.H. 
and I. Association; H. Monk, Moss Vale Agricultural 
Bureau; E. Field, Murrumbidgee Pastoral and Agricul- 
tural Society; Farmers and Settlers’ Association, N.S.W.; 
IF. H. Throsby, President, B.D.A.H. and I Society; J. A. 
Pulbrook and E. C. Manfred, Goulburn Chamber of Com- 
merece; J. H. Lambeth, secretary, Illawarra Chamber of 
Commerce; F. P. Clout, Wollongong Chamber of Com- 
meree, Farmers’ Section; W. Waters, Illawarra Traders’ 
Association; E. A. White, manager, the Electrolytic R. 
and S. Company of Australia, Limited, Port Kembla, 
vice-president Hllawarra Chamber of Commerce; J. P. 
Caddy, assistant manager, Metal Manufactures, Limited, 
Illawarra Chamber of Commerce (Mineral Section); W. 
Evans, G. S. Yuill & Co.; C. E. Byrnes, chairman, Mount 
Pleasant Coal and Iron Mining Co., Ltd.; E. H. Figtree, 
Mount Pleasant Coke Co., Ltd.; E. Tuxworth, Mount 
Lyell Coke Works, Port Kembla; F. H. Fleming, Broken 
Ifill Acsociated Smelters’ Coke Works, Bellambi; J. M. 
Dixon, Federal Coke Co., Ltd., Wollongong; J. Burnett, 
builder, Moss Vale; William Stubbings; G. W. Roberts, 
builder, Moss Vale. Letters were received from the fol- 
lowing organisations stating that they were strongly in 
favour of the movement:—Chamber of Commerce, Cowra; 


Farmers and Settlers’ Association, Cowra Branch. On 
30th August, 1922, delegates had an interview with the 
Tfon. the Premier, Sir George Fuller, urging that the 
railway be constructed. At that deputation Sir George 
Fuller stated, after seeing the number of representatives 
present and hearing of the organisations and associations 
which they represeated, that it was one of the most largely 
representative deputations which had ever waited upon a 
Premier of this State. At the meeting at Moss Vale it 
wes decided that the question of route be left entirely 
in the hands of the expert officers of the Railway Depart- 
ment. On the 5th March last the committee met the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways, Mr. Fraser, who was accom- 
panied by the Chief Railway Surveyor, at Robertson and 
Wollongong. The Chief Commissioner stated that, after 
an. inspection of the route, and speaking, not as Railway 
Commissioner, but as a qualified engineer, in his opinion 
the route surveyed by the departmental surveyor, being 
that now submitted to the Public Works Committee, was 
the most practicable and most serviceable route obtainable 
to meet the requirements in order to connect the Main 
Southern Line with the established shipping port of Port 
Kembla. The organisations which I represent strongly 
recommended the construction of this railway. It would 
mean that new industries would be established at Port 
Kembla immediately a commencement was made to con- 
struct the line, and there is no doubt that it would be the 
means of largely augmenting the activities of the indus- 
tries already established at Port Kembla. 


11. Mr. Buske.| Personally, have you any reasons tv 
advance which would justify the construetion of the pro- 
posed line?—I have this reason to advance: Something 
like £1,000,000 has been spent on harbour works at Port 
Kembla, and it was never intended that that port should 
be utilised for the shipping of the coal of one or two 
collieries only. The proposed cross-country railway is, in 
my opimion, absolutely necessary in order that Port 
Kembla harbour should be given a fair and square deal. 
The proposed line would also be useful for the transporta- 
tion of timber from the top of the mountain to the coast. 
At the present time we are having timber brought from 
long distances. 


12. Do you consider that the proposed route is the best 
one possible?—I would not argue with the Chief Railway 
Commissioner. He says that it is the most suitable route, 
and [I am satisfied with that. 


13. Do you know the country which will be traversed by 
the proposed railway¢—I went over it with the Chief 
Railway Commissioner, Mr. Fraser, and the engineer from 
Robertson to, the top of the Macquarie Pass. 


14. I take it you are hopeful that the construction of this 
railway would make Port Kembla the terminal point. for 
the shipment of produce and other goods overseas #—Un- 
doubtedly, and it would also help to stimulate the metal- 
liferous mining industry in New South Wales, because 
it would reduce the cost of carriage of ores to the treat- 
ment works at Port Kembla. Port Kembla has made 
wonderful strides during the past ten years, but I am con- 
yineed that it is only in its infancy. I have great faith 
in its future, and if the proposed railway were built, I 
think it would become a big city. 
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Address—C. H. Huskins, 18 July, 1923. 


Charles Henry Hoskins, ironmaster, Elizabeth Bay, 
Sydney, sworn, and examined :— 

15. Mr. Burke.| Will you state your views with respect 
to the proposed railway ‘~The proposed railway is a neces- 
sity so far as the South Coast district is concerned. There 
is no district that I have seen which is so adapted for the 
establishment of industrial undertakings as Port Kembla 
Back of this district there is a range of mountains 
over 2,000 feet high, which, if proper means of communi- 
cation were provided, would become the sanatorium for 
the people of the coast. That is a great consideration to 
any community. Besides, we have in Port Kembla a port 
which will, doubtless, in the course of time be much en- 
larged, and which will become a very great acquisition, 
not only to this place, but to the State of New South 
Wales. I might go further, and say that the facilities for 
trade in Australia generally are very great indeed. If the 
proposed line is built it will effect decentralisation to as 
large an extent as trade can be attracted to this part of 
New South Wales, and I think, as time goes on, trade 
will be very largely attracted here, because the congestion 
in Sydney is daily becoming greater and greater. With- 
out doubt we must push somewhere out of Sydney to estab- 
lish our industries and have facilities for doing our 
various businesses. Outside that, I do not think it is a 
proper thing that Sydney should monopolise ail the trade 
of this great State. Doubtless the railway people will say 
with truth that the proposed line will not pay. I say that 
it will not pay at first, but as time goes on it will pay 
handsomely, and will possibly give a tenfold or twenty- 
fold return for the money expended on it. You have 
cnly to carry your minds back a little way to the time 
when the Illawarra line was about £60,000 a year to the 
bad, but that deficit has been wiped out, and the South 
Coast line now pays. So successful has it been that the 
Railway Department has done away with the old line and 
put in two lines instead of one. This shows the great 
importance of the South Coast up to date, but to my mind 
the importance of the South Coast up to this moment is 
nothing compared with what it will be in the future. I 
wish to draw the attention of the Committee to a report 
on the Bankstown-Liverpool railway which appears in 
to-day’s Sydney Daily Telegraph. Work has been com- 
menced on the line between Bankstown and Liverpool. 
which when finished will mean that 6 miles of the journey 
will ke cut off for the Melbourne express and all other 
through trains on the Main Southern railway. Not only 
will distanee be saved. but congestion will, at the same 
time, be relieved. All over the world every railway expert 
and every man of business wants, if possible, to go by the 
short cut. The railways in America will do anything to 
get short cuts. A railway which is competing with another 
line which has a short cut will carry material a much 
greater distance and only charge the same freight as 
would be charged if it were carried over the short cut. 
That is what we are after to-day. We are after the short 
eut, and I do not think anyone will deny that the South 
Coast is entitled to the short cut, because it will be a 
benefit, not only to the city which will be built up here, 
and to this district, but to New South Wales and Aus- 
tralia. J have had put into my hands the annual report 
of the Department of Mines for 1922. The gentlemen 
who are responsible for the compilation of that report 
give informaticn to the best of their ability, but they can- 
not always get correct information. To-day I will be very 
pleased to answer any question put to me, if it is a 
reasonable question. No business man wants to show his 
hand if he can help it. The establishment of a steel works 
in this district is a matter of very great consideration to 
us. We are conducting blast furnaces and steel and iron 
works at Lithgow, but, being 96 miles inland, we find 
ourselves handicapped. Lithgow is an excellent distribut- 
ing centre for the west and for towns in southern New 
South Wales, but when we come to the question of export- 
ing our product we are at a very great disadvantage. We 
are at so great a disadvantage that we cannot compete, 


16. 


He 


but if we established works at Port Kembla we could 
compete. Works at Port Kembla would make all the dif- 
ference, but if we had to bring our materials from the 
southern parte of the State around by Sydney and add 
another 100 miles to our freight we would be prevented 
from competing. The steel and iron business is without 
doubt the finest business in the world. It is the founda- 
tion of the greatness of any country. Without iron and 
steel a country cannot be great and important. We handle 
such large quantities of material that small savings make 
a difference. Unless the proposed cross-country line is 
built it will cost us 5a, a ton to bring our stuff round by 
Sydney. About 24 tons of material go to make a ton of 
the finished product, which means that the freight would 
be about 12s. 6d. Without the proposed cross-country line 
it would be hopeless to start our industry here. We have 
always considered that a cross-country line from the Great 
Southern railway to Port Kembla would be a certainty, 
and we launched cut in very many ways, as I will show 
you presently. Before dealing with that I would like to 
make reference to the report of the Department of Mines 
for 1922. It states: 

Hoskins Iron and Steel Company, Limited, are the only 
producers in the State of pig-iron manufactured from New South 
Wales ores. During 1922 this Company produced 54,856 tons of 
pig-iron at their Iron and Steel Works at Lithgow, the estimated 
value of which is £248,909, which represents a very considerable 
decrease in Output and value as compared with the previous year, 
The materials received at the blast furnaces comprised 110,972 tons 


of iron ore; 75,876 tons of coke; 80,397 tons of limestone, and 
2,(89 tons of slag, 


Last year was a very bad year, but we struggled on as 
best we could. Bad year as it was we took in and put out 
of the place 350,000 tons of freight, all of which was 
carried over the railways. This was not nearly equal to 
what we did the previous year, and I am very pleased to 
say it is not nearly equal to what we are going to do this 
year. To give the Committee some idea of the steady 
progress we have made at Lithgow I might mention that 
in the year 1919 we made 80,000 tons; in 1920, 86,000 tons; 
in 1921, 90,000 tons; in 1922 we slumped down to 54,000 
tons for pig-iron only, and pig-iron does not represent 
a small part of our business, because it is used for making 
steel rails, steel bars, and so on. Altogether pig-iron 
represents a very big thing. The reason I quote these 
figures is because M~. L. F. Harper, of the Mines Depart- 
ment, a gentlemen whom I know very well, and for whom 
I have great respect, made the following statement in the 
report of the Department for 1922 in connection with the 
proposed railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla :— 

If iron smelting were established at Port Kembla it is estimated 
that some three million (3,000,000) tons of iron ore would be avail- 


able by quarrying from the following localities in the southern 
portion of the State :— : 


Queanbeyan (164 miles west of) ....... 1,000,000 tons. 
Breadalbandin.o cess cicacsc teers 300,000 
Crook wellivcvucescumcanecssca soueeon taarene 10),C00 ,, 
Spring deposits, Mittagong district... 1,000,000 ., 
Goulburnidistricteemeucnee ne ieee 800,0C0 ,, 


I wish to refer the Committee to Mr. Jaquet’s “Iron 
Ore Deposits of New South Wales.” Mr. Harper said 
that 3,000,000 tons of iron ore would be available, but Mr. 
Jaquet says: 

The quantity of iron ore available for smelling works in the 


Mittagong or Picton district is estimated approximately at 8,234,060 
tons. 


That is just as likely to be correct as Mr. Harper’s esti- 
mate. Mr. Harper goes on to say that we have been doing 
a lot of prospecting in the scuthern district. We have 
been doing a great deal of prospecting, and from our in- 
vestigations I am quite convinced that in the southern 
part of the State there is not less than 20,000,000 tons of 
iron ore. Mr. Harper says: 

JT have reason to believe that if Messrs. G. and C Hoskins 
established iron smelting works at Port Kembla they would obtain 
large supplies of iron ore from Lig deposits held by them in 
Tasmania, thus reducing the tonnage of cre handled by the proposed 
railway. 

That is quite correct. 
iron ore in Tasmania. 


We have very large deposits of 
The iron ore we have in Tasmania 


is of very rich quality, whilst the ircn ore obtainable in 
the southern districts of New South Wales is of fairly 
poor quality, but mix it with the Tasmanian ores, and 
you have an excellent pig-iron. You get a better product 
than if you used all Tasmanian ore or all southern New 
South Wales ore. We find it very essential to get mixtures 
of different ores. We first opened up at Coombing Park, 
near Carcoar, then at Tallawang, then at Cadia. Cadia 
is a yery big concern, and we get a lot of stuff from there, 
but the success of our product lies in the mixture of the 
different ores. The ores which we will get from southern 
New South Wales will be mixed with Tasmanian ores. 
Mr. Harper goes on to say that there is a practically un- 
limited supply of high-grade limestone in the Marulan 
district which could be economically used for the manu- 
facture of lime or cement at Port Kembla, if it were 
directly connected with the Southern railway. At the pre- 
sent time we are constructing a railway from Marulan to 
our limestone quarries, and I hand in a plan showing every 
detail of the work. This work was started because we 
felt confident that this cross-country railway would be 
built. The plan which I produce is for a railway on a 
8-foot gauge to a place called Redground. I also produce 
a plan of the 380 acres of land we have purchased at Port 
Kembla for the proposed stee] works. It is very fine land 
indeed. The rock is within 3 feet of the surface. The 
plan shows the land down to the water’s edge, and the 
position of a very fine wharf is marked. We have obtained 
from the Government a fifty years’ lease of the wharf. I 
was desirous of getting a lease for 100 years, because it 
must be understood that in connection with an industry of 
this magnitude it is no use talking about 10, 20, or even 
50 years. It is a question of when you are dead and gone 
your successors will be carrying on the industry, like they 
have done in England for centuries. However, the Goy- 
ernment would not give us a lease for more than fifty 
years. When we took over the Lithgow works in 1908 the 
freight we paid to the Railway Commissioners amounted 
to £28,000. The freight paid was gradually increased, and 
in 1918, after ten years, we paid the Railway Commis- 
sioners £160,000. In 1919 we paid them £165,000; in 
1920, £170,000; in 1921, £210,000; and in 1922, £139,000. 
The drop in the figures for 1922 was due to the slump in 
industry which affected not only ourselves, but, unfor- 
tunately, other people, too. The railway people may say, 
“Why should we build this cross-country railway; if they 
want to get their material let them get it round the other 
way.” No matter what the railway people or anybody 
else says, what you gentlemen have to decide is whether 
the construction of the proposed line would be for the 
benefit of the country. I think you can be assured that 
this railway will be one of the best-paying railways ever 
built in this State. It is only 40 miles in length, but if 
it is constructed it will do an enormous amount of good. 

16. What do you propose to do if this railway is recom- 
mended and built?—What we have done I think speaks 
for itself. We are not waiting. We have bought the land 
and we have got the lease of the wharf at Port Kembla. 
We are putting a railway into our limestone quarry in the 
Marulan district, and as soon as we are assured that the 
proposed railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla is to be 
built we will get busy in connection with the establish- 
ment of the blast furnaces and the steel works. The 
ironworks at Lithgow have grown into a fairly large con- 
cern, but to my mind they will be a small thing compared 
with the works we propose to establish on the South Coast. 
Port Kembla has great advantages over Lithgow. It is 
within 56 miles of Sydney, and Sydney is a very big cus- 
tomer for the products of such works as that which we 
propose to establish here. At Lithgow we are 96 miles 
from the coast, so that a haul of 40 miles would be saved 
if we were established at Port Kembla. This would mean 
a saving of 3s. per ton in freight. At the present time we 
are making 36,000 tons of steel rails for the railways, and 
8s. a ton on big orders like that means either success or 
failure. To my mind Port Kembla is the finest place in 
Australia for a steel works. 
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Witness—C. H, Hoskins, 18 July, 1923. 


17. What bearing would the establishment of a steel 
works at Port Kembla have on your works at Lithgow /— 
The only bearing it would have would be that it would 
increase Lithgow, because we are only just on the thres- 
hold of things in this country. We are going to be a great 
people, and we are going to want great quantities of 
material. England uses 10,000,000 tons of pig iron per 
annum, and before the war Germany crept up into second 
place with 15,000,000 tons. America has run away from 
any other country, and is making 48,000,000 tons per 
annum. When such stupendous things are being done, 
surely we have the ambition to emulate them. We have 
faith in our own country; we know that Australia will go 
ahead, and we know, too, that we cannot supply her 
requirements and overseas requirements from Lithgow. 
That is why we are desirous of establishing works at Port 
Kembla. The establishment of works here will have no 
effect so far as Lithgow is concerned, because it will still 
be the distributing centre for the west. 

18, At the present time, how is England being supplied 
with her requirements so far as pig-iron is concerned /— 
She produces from raw materials. J think she is now 
back to between the 7,000,000 and 8,000,000 tons mark. In 
England they have a method whereby wages go up and 
down—they accommodate themselves to the state of the 
market—and they can, therefore, to a very large extent, 
retain their market. In Australia we cannot do that. We 
have a wages board, and it says that we have to pay a 
certain figure. I do not object to the wages board, because 
I think it-is a fair way of arriving at what a man should 
ect. In England, if a manufacturer feels that a lower 
wage should prevail in order to keep his industry going, 
all he has to do is to show his books for a period of three 
months and the wages go up or down accordingly. 

19. Where do you anticipate our biggest market will be 
in the event of the establishment of works at Port Kembla? 
—Principally in New South Wales. 

20. Do you think you would be able to get rid of the 
whole of your product in New South Wales !—Yes, because 
we would not produce too much. 

21. Where is the overseas market that you spoke cf {— 
Victoria. We have sent to Victoria as much as £400,000 
worth of stuff in one year. That trade is slipping away 
from us, and we are finding it harder to compete for it, 
but if we had works at Port Kembla we would be more 
successful in retaining that business. 

22. Do you anticipate any overseas trade outside Aus- 
tralia’—We have sent stuff to Japan and Java, but not 
lately. We would very much like to secure some of that 
business if we could, but we cannot get it from Lithgow. 
We would be in a better position to compete for it from 
Port Kembla. 

23. What hold has America got on the world’s markets? 
—At the present time America has not got much hold on 
the Australian market, because the tariff makes it more 
diffeult for her to get in. It is England that sends 
stuffs to Australia, but I always say that if we are 
to be killed, we might as well be killed with any bullet, no 
matter whether it is an English or any other kind of 
bullet. What is knocking us out is the English exports to 
this country. However, we are a little better off now, 
beeause prices have gone up a bit in England. 

24. Is yours the only firm in Australia that is making pig- 
iron ?—We are the only firm in Australia that is making 
pig-iron from New South Wales materials. Everything 
we use is obtained in New South Wales. As a matter of 
fact, most of our machinery has been made by ourselves, 
and that does not apply to any other maker. 

25. I understood you to say that so far as iron ore was 
concerned the outlook in New South Wales was very good? 
—It is all right. We know where there is a deposit of 
20,000,000 tons up this way—I need not say where it is 
and am convinced that when we search we will find more. 
It is excellent material to mix with the Tasmanian ore. 

26. In the event of works being established at Port 
Kembla and the proposed railway constructed, how many 
years ahead can you look for an adequate supply of iron 
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ore?—Not less than fifty years would pass before the de- 
posits we already know of were exhausted, providing we 
used this ore and the Tasmanian ore in proper proportions. 
To start with, we would have to use all New South Wales 
ore, but no man can tell what is in the bowels of the earth. 
You cannot tell what moment you will come upon a big 
deposit. We are always prospecting. Sometimes we think 
we have found a good show, but it may turn out to be 
quite superficial; it may be only 1 or 2 feet deep, but in 
another place we may find ore that is 300 feet deep. 

27. You consider that the present supply would last fifty 
years?—I am certain of it. 

28. What traffic do you consider that the proposed line 
would attract?—Last year was a very poor year, but the 
inwards and. outwards freight at our works at Lithgew 
totalled 350,000 tons, and this year, I believe, we will have 
not less than 500,000 tons. To start with, we would have 
160,000 tons at Port Kembla, and there is no reason why 
we should not use 700,000 or 800,000 tons a year. 

29. If the proposed railway is constructed and your 
works are established at Port Kembla, how many men 
would you employ here?—Not many at first—perhaps 200 
er 300. At the present time we have 2,700 men on our 
pay sheet at Lithgow, and the ironworks provide work for 
not less than 1,000 men in outside employment, and there 
is no reason why we should not do greater things here. 

30. You anticipate that the works which you propose to 
establish at Port Kembla will become quite as important 
as the Lithgow works are to-day?—I do. 

_ 81. Where would your Lithgow trade go in the event of 
big works being established at Port Kembla?’—West. A 
lot of our stuff goes now, and that is what helps us. 

32. From Port Kembla you would send your product to 

Sydney and northwards of Sydney and to interstate ports? 
Yes. 
33. What would be the gauge of the proposed railway 
from your works to connect with the main line?—4 ft. 
84 in. The railway from Marulan to our limestone quar- 
ries is also on the 4 ft. 84 in. gauge. Already people are 
inquiring when we are going to finsh our railway so that 
they may be able to have their stuff drawn over it. We 
look to our quarries at Marulan to create an enormous 
traffic, because the limestone deposit there is an unknown 
quantity. We know that the quantity is exceedingly large, 
and more than that we know that its quality is very pure, 
which is a very great consideration. The Redground line 
is a small one, with a 3 ft. gauge. 

34. Are you acquainted with country along the route of 
the proposed railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla 4— 
T know the country. I am very anxious about this rail- 
way, and out of my own private pocket I have spent a lot 
cf money. We sent our own surveyor over the line sur- 
veyed by the officers of the Railway Department to see if 
he could not do away with the tunnel. He went over the 
survey and found that the tunnel could not be done away 
with without great expense. I then said to the surveyor, 
“Go along and see of you cannot get a better grade,” and 
he returned and reported that he could not. This man is 
avery capable man, .and I instructed him to see if he could 
not climb along the cliffs in order to get in to the right 
cf Robertson and.go down towards Kangaloon. He carried 
out my instructions and reported that he could not do 
any better than the departmental surveyors have done. 
After that, in company with Mr. Fraser, the Chief Rail- 
way Commissioiner, we went over as much of the line as 
we could in a motor-car. At the top of the Macquarie Pass 
we stopped, and Mr. Fraser pointed out the route of the 
proposed line. He said it was a practicable line, and that, 
although the ruling grade was 1 in 30 in the official 
description, it was really a 1 in 40 line. It was, he said, 
what was called a compensating line. In other words, the 
curves alter the grade. 

35. Generally speaking, you think that the proposed 
route is as good a one as could be obtained ?—I think so. 
I sent my surveyor out three times to find a better one, 
and he did not succeed. 


36. Is the country which is to be traversed by the pro- 
posed line suitable for closer settlement’—I suppose that 
some of the finest land in the world is around Robertson, 
but I do not know much about that. 

37. What products do you expect to get from the South- 
ern line beyond Moss Vale to assist the proposed line?— 
I anticipate that by and by Port Kembla will be a place 
of some importance, and I expect to see quite a lot of 
stuff exported from Port Kembla. So far as our business. 
is concerned we will have iron ore and limestone carried 
over the line. 

38. Is Germany coming into the iron and steel market 
again’—Germany is coming into the market in a very 
small way indeed. Belgium came into the market, but 
since the war Germany has only come into it in a round- 
about way. At any rate, the steel was supposed to be 
German steel, but so far as I know Germany is not a 
great factor yet. 

39. Have you any fear of German competition ’—Yes. 

40. What do you think should be done to cope with 
German competition’—I do not know. We will have to 
do the best we can. Since the war there is a general 
feeling ef sympathy on the part of the public towards 
our local industries, and we are getting a better show. 
In other words, they are giving us preference. The 
Railway Commissioners are always prepared to give us 
a 10 per cent. or 15 per cent. preference. What I mean 
is that they like to get their work done within the 
country, and rather than send it out they are prepared 
to give preference. The same feeling actuates quite a 
lot of people, even those in private business. That is one 
great help to Australian industries. 

41. I suppose the exclusion of German competition 
gave a great stimulus to your industry?—Yes. As I told 
you, we sent stuff to Japan, Java, and other places, but 
that is all done with now. That trade came our way, 
and quite a number of us responded to it well. We rose 
to the occasion, and met the demand without charging 
excessive prices. 

42. You are of the opinion that you are so firmly 
established now that you can successfully cope with Ger- 
man competition?—I would not say that. 

43. Perhaps the Germans will knock you out?—It is 
quite likely that they might, but we have to keep kicking 
while we can. 

44, Mr. Travers.] You anticipate that if the proposed 
line is constructed your works at Port Kembla will pay 
£100,000 per annum in freight¢’—Yes. 

45. Have you arrived at any estimate as to the saying 
in freight which would result from the construction of 
the proposed railway as against the freight which would 
have to be paid if the material required for your works 
was carried round via Sydney’—We would have to pay 
from 4s. to 5s. per ton extra to have the material carried 
round via Sydney, and that makes it impossible for us to 
start here. 

46. What would be the freight from the point where 
you propose to get your ores to Port Kembla by the cross- 
country line?If we obtain our ironstone from Bodal- 
ban it would be 6s. 9d. a ton, and you could add from 
4s. 6d. to 5s. a ton the other way. From Crookwell it 
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9s. 94d., and the freight on limestone from Marulan 
would be about 4s. 9d. 

47. The extra cost if that stuff had to come round by 
Sydney would be roughly 5s. a ton?’—Yes. 

48. Does that 5s. a ton represent the difference be- 
tween the success and non-success of your business ?—Yes. 
It takes 24 tons of raw material to produce a ton of the 
finished product, and you can say that the freight would 
be 12s. 6d. 

49. Have you made any estimate as to what quantity 
of freight for your works would pass over the line from 
Port Kembla to Sydney?—Yes. If we had 300,000 tons 
per annum, which is a small amount, carried over the 
proposed line we would send 100,000 tons to Sydney. 


-it required, but that was brought about by the war. 


50. Roughly, what would be the freight on that quan- 
tity ’—The freight on the finished article is higher, and, 
although I have not gone into the matter, I think it 
would amount to 8s. or 9s. per ton. 

51. Would the greater proportion of the finished article 
be sent away from Port. Kembla by steamer?—No. A 
lot of the pig-iron would go by sea. Quite a lot of it 
would go to Sydney. 

52. What quantity of the finished product would pass 
over the line to Sydney ?—I do not think it would be long 
before we equalled Lithgow. In 1921 we paid £210,000 
to the Railway Commissioners at Lithgow. 

53. That was after your works had been established at 
Lithgow for fifteen years? 
things in a minute. 

54. Would it be fair to assume that if your works got 
into full swing within five or ten years you would pay 
roughly about £100,000 a year in freight to the Railway 
Commissioners at Port Kembla?—It would be quite safe 
fo assume that. You give yourself a big margin when you 
go from five to ten years. 

55. Would you say that you would be paying £100,000 
a year to the Railway Commissioners five years after 
you got into full swing at Port Kembla ?—Surely we could 
do as well on the South Coast, with the great advantages 
we would have, as we are doing at Lithgow. The fact 
remains that at Lithgow our freight has gone up from 
£28,000 to £210,000 a year. 

56. What was the population of Lithgow when your 
works were commenced there?—Six thousand. 

57. What is the population to-day ?—Fifteen thousand. 

58. How much of that increase im population is due to 
the establishment of your works?—<A very great deal of 
it. : 

59. The establishment of your works at Lithgow brought 
into being a number of subsidiary industries ?—Not many. 
We supplied the Small Arms Factory with all the steel 
They 
thought we could not do it, but we set to work and gave 
them the article they required 

60. What amount does your firm intend to ‘invest at 
Port Kembla if the proposed line is built?—Ultimately 
we intend to invest £2,000,000 at Port Kembla. 

61. With the investment of £2,000,000, what would be 
the annual output of the works?—If they are managed 
economically about £3,000,000 worth of products. 

62. What tonnage would that represent ?—About 150,000 
tons per annum. 

63. How long would it take to complete your works ?— 
Perhaps six or eight years, perhaps longer. 

64. Apart from the steel works, do you intend to estab- 
lish any other industry at Port Kembla?—Yes, we look 
forward to doing something in connection with cement. 

65. Are you likely to go in for cement-making im a big 
way ?—I think so, but not until we have established the 
steel works. 

66. Assuming that the interest charge on the proposed 
line is the same as it is on other lines—54 i 
would amount roughly to £47,000 per annum, and from the 
information you have already given the Committee your 
proposed works at Port Kembla would, after 
time, contribute in freight more than twicé that amount? 
—I think the estimate of £854,000 is excessive. If the 
work was let on contract the line could be built for less. 
The route of the proposed line is heavily timbered, and 
the timber required for sleepers and so forth could be 
obtained handy, which is a great consideration. Nobody 
ean say that the proposed railway will pay at the start, 
but soon after it is opened it will pay, and, in my opinion, 
it will pay handsomely. Our traffic would be carried at 
a fairly cheap rate, but it would be a payable traffic, be- 
cause it would be in train-loads. To-day a locomotive is 
being backed into our place at Wongawilla to take 200 
tons of coke to Lithgow. It will bring sleepers and coal 
back. The same thing goes on every day. 
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67. What area have you taken up at Port Kembla?— 
380 acres. 

68. May we take it that you do not intend to start your 
works unless you are sure that the proposed line will be 
built ?Yes. 

69. When you purchased that 380 acres of land at Port 
Kembla had you any reason to believe that a railway 
would be built from Moss Vale to Port Kembla?’—Yes. 

70. Was a definite promise given?—No. When I was 
negotiating with the Government for the lease of the wharf 
at Port Kembla I wanted a clause put in the lease that it 
was conditional on the construction of this railway, but 
they refused to put in any such condition, because they 
did not have the power to do so. I told them that the 
lease was not much good to us without it. I daresay the 
members of the Committee could see the original draft 
of the lease with that condition in it. 

71. What proportion of Tasmanian ores are you likely 
to use here?—Half and half. Of course, all the limestone 
would come from Marulan. 

12. Mr. Mahony.| Pig iron would be the main product 
of your proposed works at Port Kembla ‘—At the start, 
yes, but after that, no. Pig iron will be produced at first 
without a doubt, and it will be sent to Sydney and the 
other States. After that we will take up all sorts of work, 
such as steel rails and bars: ; 

73. Where will you get your principal market for steel 
rails?—In New South Wales. 

74. The Broken Hull Proprietary Gompany is manufac- 
turing steel rails and pig iron at Newcastle ?—Yes. 

75. Do you think that there will be an ample market 
for both coneerns to operate?—If we as a people progress 
as other people have progressed, the Broken Hill Company 
and ourselves will not be able to make half enough. At 
the present time we are only 54 millions of people, whilst 
in the United States of America there are 100,000,000. In 
America they are making 48,000,000 tons of steel and iron 
per annum. lIlere we are probably making 400,000 tons 
per annum, so you see we have a long way to go. 

76. You expect to get a local market for your products? 
Yes. Our coke will come from our works at Wongawilla, 
near Port Kembla. As I said, we will principally have 
iron ore and limestone carried over the proposed line from 
Moss Vale, whilst the finished product will go to Sydney 
or wherever it is wanted. Quite a lot would go over the 
proposed line. At the present time we are sending pig 
iron in large quantities by rail to Victoria, but if we had 
works at Port Kembla Victorian orders would be supplied 
from there instead of from Lithgow. 

77. Would it not be cheaper to send pig-iron by sea to 
Victoria ?—Yes. 

78. The market for the finished product of your pro- 
jected works at Port Kembla would have to be to the south 
in order to be carried over the proposed line?—Yes; a lot 
of steel rails would go over that line right on to the 
border. aa ni ; 

79. Mr. Doe.} Your company is interested in coal- 
mining as well as iron?—Yes. 

80. If the proposed line were constructed, would it offer 
any advantage so far as the coal deposits of this district 
are concerned?—It would be of very great advantage. I 
might mention that we do not sell coal in this district, but 
in Lithgow we do. 

81. You éstimvated that the value of the output of your 
works here would be somewhere in the vicinity of 
£3,000,000 per annum. Does that include cement?—No. 
We estimate that the value of our output here will be 
£3,000,000 per annum after we have spent £2,000,000, but 
not at the start. There will be a colossal market for 
cement in Australia, but cement is not in my mind at the 
present moment. 

82. Mr. Drummond. } The Royal Commission on Decen- 
tralisation in Railway Transit; in its report, dated 13th 
May, 1911, recognised the great advantage to be derived 
from a connection between Moss Vale and Port Kembla 
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Ulawarra line to the southern districts and in the convey- 
ance of ores from the interior to the smelting works at 
Port Kembla. The Commission, however, did not con- 
sider the trafic in these commodities sufficiently extensive 
to warrant the line being constructed at that juncture for 
decentralisation purposes. In their opinion a greater 
measure of relief could be obtained if the proposal to 
establish a port at Jervis Bay, with railway connection to 

Yass, were adopted. What is your opinion?—I do not 

know anything about that, because at that time we had 

no thought of coming here. | 

83. Do you consider that the growth of this district and 
the industries here has been sufiicient since 1911 to justify 
the recommendation of a different route from that recom- 
mended by the Decentralisation Commission /—Without 
a doubt, yes. That report was made eleven years ago, and 
a lot of water has run under the bridge since. 

84. Taking the growth of the industries and population 
in this district during the past eleven years, have you 
sound reasons for believing that if the proposed railway 
from Mossvale to Port Kembla were built that the coming 
eleven years would witness a cemmensurate development ? 
—Yes, there is no doubt about that. We established our 
works at Lithgow on the 1st January, 1908, and that year 
we paid £28,000 in freights to the Railway Commissioners, 
whereas now we are paying £210,000. 

85. In reply to Mr. Travers, you said that the proposed 
line, if built, would pay within a reasonable space of 
time. Exactly what do you mean by that ?—Five years. 

86. Where do you get your supplies of manganese /— 
From Grenfell. 

87. Do you use a considerable quantity of that material ? 
At the present time we are using about 70 tons of man- 
ganese ore per week. 

88. The proposed line would be a distinct advantage to 
you in getting supplies of manganese ore from the southern 
part of the State ?—_Yes. 

8&9. When he was giving evidence before the Committee, 
Mr. Hutchinson, the Chief Engineer for Railway Con- 
struction, was asked if there wags any reduction yet in the 
price of rails, and he answered that there was not. The 
price he gave in his estimate was £12 per ton?—That esti- 
mate is about Correct, because T expect he gave the price 
deliverd on the job. 

90. Are you aware that serious objections have been 
raised by the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and 
Sewerage because the proposed line encroaches on the 
catchment area?’—Yes. Some time ago I understand that 
the Water Board had an objection, but I do not think that 
they were then aware of the route of the proposed railway. 
The line encroaches on the catchment area very little; it 
runs on the top of the ridge, but I do not think their objec- 
tion is so pronounced now as it was. My reason for saying 
so is that Sir Thomas Henley, who protested against the 
proposed railway encroaching on the catchment area, stated 
in this town the other evening that he was very much in 
favour of it. 

91. Has any attempt been inade to obtain a practicable 
route down the course of the Macquarie River towards 

‘Albion Park?—That is the route that Mr. Fraser said he 
could not favour. It would mean the building of a lengthy 
and very expensive line to get a little way. I suggested 
to my surveyor that he should try to get round by Kan- 
galoon, but he could not because the Kangaloon swamps 
were in the way. J*rom the independent investigations 

I have made, I am convinced that the proposed route is 

the best one that could be got. 

Edmund Aunger White, manager of the Electrolytic Re- 
fining and Smelting Company of Australia, Limited, 
Port Kembla, sworn, and examined :— 

92. Mr. Travers.| I understand you wish to read a state- 
ment with reference to this proposal?—Yes, as follows :— 

- Our works were established in January, 1908, and additions 

-svere made to them in 1911, 1915, and 1916. The approxi- 

~ mate cost of the construction of the works is over £300,000, 


‘haulage. 


and they are now capable of treating the whole of the 
production of argentiferous and auriferous copper bearing 
material likely to be produced in Australia under normal 
conditions. With the exception of a small plant at Wal- 
laroo and Moonta in South Australia, which treats its own 
material, it is the only electrolytic refinery in Australia, 
and it is the largest refinery in the British Empire. ‘The 
capacity of our smelter department is 48,000 tons of ores 
per annum, and of the refinery department 30,000 tons of 
blister copper pereannum. During the twelve months 
ended June last our smelter department treated 12,010 tons 
of ore, which is equivalent to 25 per cent. of its capacity. 
During the same period our refinery department treated 
12,584 tons, which is equivalent to 40 per cent. of its rated 
capacity. During 1918 our maximum production was 
reached. During that .year we treated 170,625 oz. of gold, 
550,651 oz. of silver, and 30,178 tons of copper. During 
last year (1922) we produced 70,000 oz. of gold, 374,307 oz, 
of silver, and 10,458 tons of copper. For the ten years 
ended 1922 the value of our production was :—1,333,999 oz. 
of gold, valued at £5,669,496; 4,603,902 oz. of silver, valued 
at £690,585; and 194,774 tons of copper, valued at 
£14,608,050. The total value of marketable products for 
the past ten years amounted to £20,968,131. During that 
period we paid in wages £762,681, whilst the value of the 
stores used in connection with our operations was £829,044, 
or a total of £1,591,725. During 1922 the wages paid 
amounted to £76,549, and the stores used cost £76,904, or 
a total of £153,453. When the plant is running at full 
eapacity we employe from 500 to 600 men, but at the 
present time we are employing 350. I have prepared a 
map which I will hand in showing the effect the construc- 
tion the proposed railway will have on Port Kembla. I 
have divided the State into two sections, one section being 
hatched in red and the other left white. If the Committee 
examines the portion hatched red it will see the portions 
of New South Wales which would be nearer to Port 
Kembla than they are to Sydney by rail if the proposed 
line were built. The places within the red line are from 
50 to 108 miles nearer to Port Kembla by the proposed 
railway than they are now. This would mean that the 
freight on most of the material coming from the south 
would be about 5s. per ton less than it is at the present 
time. The saving of 104 miles haulage would be a very 
important factor in encouraging the development of low- 
grade ores which are not profitable to mine at the present 
time. I will cite an example. At the present time we are 
receiving ore from Bowning. Via Sydney it is 255 miles 
to Port Kembla, and the mileage on the ore we are receiy- 
ing is 15s. 3$d. per ton. Bowning is situated on the Main 
Southern trunk line, 114 miles south of Moss Vale. The 
proposed line from Moss Vale to Port Kembla is approxi- 
mately 39 miles in length. By the proposed line this ore 
would be hauled 152 miles, and the railage would be 9s. 6d. 
per ton. This would mean a saving of 5s. 9%d. per 
ton. A saving of 5s. 93d. per ton might not seem a 
great deal, but I will show that it would be a very 
appreciable saving. The members of the Committee 
probably noticed in the newspapers of yesterday’s date 
the annual report of the Mount Morgan Gold-mining 
Company, which showed that the loss for the year was 
£70,000. That company treats about 24,000 tons of material 
per month, and a saving of 5s. per ton would have converted 
its loss from £70,000 into a profit o f £3,000. A saving of 
5s. per ton means a lot to a mine, and if mining companies 
could show a profit of 5s. per ton on the material handled 
they would be very satisfied, indeed. The proposed line 
would undoubtedly encourage the development of copper, 
gold, and silver bearing ores in the southern half of the 
State, which would benefit by the saving of over 100 miles 
It is most important that the mining industry 
should be encouraged. Its development means the eircula- 
tion of new money in the State, as the greater part of the 
production is sold in the world’s markets outside Aus- 
tralia. In addition to ores and other metal products, the 
Electrolytic Corapany uses limestone for fluxing. Some 


was railed to Port Kembla from Marulan, 30 miles south of 
Moss Vale, the present haulage is 172 miles. By the new line 
it would be 69 miles, and there would be a saving in freight 
of atout ds. 10d. per ton. Limestone only costs 8s. per 
ton on trucks at the present time, and it will be appre- 
ciated that 4s. 10d. is a large saving on this material of 
low value. At the present time limestone costs us about 
16s. per ton landed at the works. 

93. Where does it come from?—From Portland, via Syd- 
ney, but if we got it over the proposed line we would save 
4s. 10d. per ton in freight. During the six months ending 
June last we used 449 tons of limestone, but we would use 
more if the mining industry were encouraged and more 
ores were availab!e. Under normal conditions we use 250 
tons per month, which is equal to 3,000 tons per annum. 
Here we suffer very much through the congestion in Sydney 
and the consequent hold up of trucks. In this connection I 
have prepared some figures with regard to recent deliveries 
of ore from Bowning. In February it ook six days for one 


truck to reach us; in March, five days; in April, three 
days, whilst in February it took seven days to get one 


truck of charcoal from Cola Vale, and in June three days. 
It is quite apparent from thees figures that it is a very 
unprofitable business so far as the Railway Commissioners 
are concerned. Normally, that material should have 
reached us in the course of two days at most. If four days 
were saved in transit it would mean that the trucks would 
be three times the value they are to the Railway Commis- 
sioners, In other words, they would be able to carry the 
same quantity of material with one-third the number of 
trucks now employed. When we were getting material 
from the Cobar district, I do not think we ever got a 
truck down in less than ten days. I submit a geo- 
logical map showing the mineral areas of the State. 
All the stations below the red line, which practically 
divides the State in half, would be from 50 to 103 miles 
nearer Port Kembla if the proposed railway were built 
than they are now. It is my opinion that if rail freights 
were reduced between those localities and our works the 
quantity of material which would come forward would be 
considerably increased. To what extent it would be in- 
creased would not be possible to say. I might mention 
that as a result of the small reduction in freights made by 
the Railway Commissioners, we will be receiving material 
in a few weeks’ time from near Cobar. The reduction 
amounts to 3s. 6d. per ton, but it will enable us to handle 
some low-grade ores which we could not receive previously. 

94. Apart from the specific instances which you have 
given what other relief would the proposed line afford your 
company ?—We ship very little material into the interior, 
and in that way it would not have any bearing on our 
production; most of our outward material goes to Sydney 
and is despatched overseas. 

95. Does it go to Sydney by rail?—Portion goes by rail 
and portion:by water. 

96. Why do you divide it?—-Because at the present time 
sea freight is the cheaper. 

97. Do most of the ores treated at your works come from 
the other States?—At the present time most of the ores 
are coming from Cloncurry, in Queensland, and from 
Western Australia. 

98. Do you get ingots from Queensland and Western 
Australia?—We get blister copper from the Mount Morgan 
Gold-mining Company. As a matter of fact, we refine 
all of their material. There was a time in our history when 
considerable quantities of copper came from the western 
part of New South Wales. That was when the Cobar 
mines were working and copper was fetching a high price. 

99. Do you see any prospect in the future of getting 
any more ores from western New South Wales?—We are 
always hopeful. We feel that we can look forward to 
better prices for copper in the future. Copper at the 
present time is practically at the pre-war level, whilst the 
cost of production is at least 50 per cent. greater. How- 
sver, costs of production and market prices must ultimately 
be adjusted to enable mines that are now closed to again 
produce. : 
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100. Assuming that you used 4,000 tons of limestons 
per annum, and that the saving in freight was approxi- 
mately 4s. 10d. per ton, it would work out roughly at 
£1,000. That would not make a great difference to your 
company ’—Nct a great difference, but, of course, we 
would anticipate getting very much more ore from the 
southern districts with the reduced freights. 

101. You stated that your company reached its maximum 
preduction in 1918. Was that due to the high price of 
copper ‘—It was due to the high price of copper and the 
fact that the war created a big demand for copper. Dur- 
ing the war all our copper was really commandeered by 
the Federal Government and was distributed either in 
England, France, or Russia. 

102. Seeing that copper is now down to pre-war pricce, 
how does that affect your company’s operations’—It has 
the effect that our’ smelter department, instead of running 
at full capacity, is cnly operating at 25 per cent. of its 
capacity, and our refinery at about 40 per cent. of its 
capacity. 

103. Do you see any immediate prospect of an altera- 
tion?’—The only hope is the stabilisation of the copper 
market. America produces about 65 per cent. of the 
world’s copper and can more or lcss control the price of 
copper. 

104. Who are the principal customers for your product ? 
—At the present time neariy half our output has been 
absorbed by Metal Manufactures, Limited, at Port Kembla, 
and, with the exception of small parcels, the other half 
goes to England. We sell copper in small quantities to 
small consumers in Australia, but it does not amount 
to much. pis 

105. Approximately, what quantity of copper do you 
export to England at the present time?—About 500 tons 
per month. 

106. You stated that at the present time you are em- 
ploying 350 hands. How many hands did you employ in 
1918 when you reached your maximum production ?— 
Approximately 600. The number of employees varies 
according to the nature of the work we are doing. 

107. If the proposed line were constructed, would your 
company contribute in any marked degree to the freight, 
either inwards or outwards?’—Not to the outwards freight, 
but I feel sure that the inwards freight would be very 
considerably augmented owing to the fact that it would 
make it possible for mines to send us ore which it would 
not pay them to send to us now. Of course, I look for 
improvements in other directions. 

108. Mr. Doe.| Do you send any copper to the East ?— 
Not now. During the war a lot of our copper went to 
Russia whilst she was an ally, but since the war copper 
has not gone anywhere except to England. 

109. Is your company a buyer of ores, or do you only 
treat ores for mining companies?—We do both. It is 
optional with our clients whether they pay us a treatment 
charge, in which case we return the material, or whether 
they sell outright to us. 

110. In the event of mining operations being again 
started in the Cobar district, wowd the proposed line 
from Moss Vale to Port Kembla offer any advantage ’— 
No. It would offer a slight advantage so far as ores from 
Mount Hope are concerned, but northwards of Mount 
Hope the railage would be practically the same as it is bow. 

111. From what centres in New South Wales do you 
principally draw your supplies of copper ores?—We are 
getting very little copper in New South Wales now. 

112. Why ?—Owing to the low price of copper and th3 
fact that the cost of preduction is 50 per cent. greater 
than it was before the war. 

113. That makes mining for copper prohibitive ’—Yes. 

114. Mr. Drummond.] Do you regard the present posi- 
tion of the metalliferous mining industry as a passing 
phase which is likely to affect any industry ?—Yes, but I 
think the metalliferous mining industry is more subject to 
such phases than other industries; it has its lean and its 
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115. So far as your industry is concerned you think 
i‘s future is sound enough ?—Yeea. 

116. Do you know if there has been a geological survey 
of New South Wales?—There has been no such survey. 

117. So the map you have handed in merely refers to 
the mineral deposits which have been discovered by pro- 
spectors from time to time?—Yes. 

118. With regard to the treatment of ores, I suppose the 
margin between success and failure is comparatively 
narrow ‘—Very narrow, indeed. In some cases it is only 
1s. or 2s. per ton. 

119. If the proposed line were built; do you eonsider 
that there would be a development in mining in the 
southern portion of the State which would be a consider- 
able souree of revenue to it?—I believe that such would 
be the ease, although I have no proof of it. The mineral 
fields are there, and it is a matter of opening them up. 
The mineral deposits are quite plainly shown on the map 
YT have handed in. 

120. Would you go so far as to say that the utilisation 
or non-utilisation of these deposits:is dependent upon the 
construction of a railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembia? 
—I do not think that I would so far as to say that, be- 
cause we do not know the grades of the ores until they 
have been mined. 

121. Do you regard the construction of the proposed line 
as a very big factor in that eonnection?—I regard it as 
a very considerable factor. Of course, I look to other 
sources, such as the utilisation of the land, to contribute 
the principal revenue to the proposed railway, which is 
most desirable inasmuch as it would provide a natural 
outlet for the products of most of New South Wales. 


Harold Paul Greenwood, manager, Metal Manufactures, 
Limited, Port Kembla, sworn, and examined :— 


122. Mr. Mahony.| Are you in favour of the construc- 
tion of the proposed railway?—I am. The last witness, 
Mr. White, stated that if this cross-country connection 
were put in it would have the effect of cheapening the 
carriage on ores sent to his company for treatment, and 
as my company uses the finished product of the Electro- 
lytic Company for its manufactures it is safe to assume 
that any cheapening of the Electrolytic Comvany’s pro- 
duct would cheapen our product. 
Limited, is a comparatively new company, having been in 
operation for four and a half years only. To date the 
capital paid up amounts to £400,000, and we are now giving 
employment to about 600 people. Our turnover for the 
last financial year was £750,000, but this year we expect 
it will be over £1,000,000. We have just started to manu- 
facture telephone cables, and an increased turnover of 
£300,000 will be obtained from that source. So far as we 
are concerned, I cannot say that we would use the pro- 
posed railway for bringing in materials, nor would We be 
likely to use it for outward freight, but it is to be pre- 
sumed that thé proposed railway, if built, would inérease 
the importance of Port Kembla as a town, give it advan- 
tages from the industrial. point of view, arid considerably 
itictease the activities of the harbour. The effect on ship- 
ping activities should be fairly marked so far a8 otf pro- 
ducts are concerned, because we hopé to be able to ship 
materials direct from Port Kembla to other parts of the 
Commonwealth, thereby saving the cost of haulage from 
Port Kembla to Sydney, also transhipment charges in 
Sydney. All that would be, of course, fo the benefit of 
our customers. 

123. So far as your company is concerned, the proposed 
line will get no freight?—So far as I can see it will not 
get any. 

124. Is the extension of the activities of your company 
likely to bring any revenue to the proposed railway ?— 
No, I eannot see that the extension of the activities of 
our company is likely to contribute any revenue to help 
defray the cost of the proposed line, 


Metal Manufactures, 


125. You stated that your company employed 600 hands 
—are they adults?—75 per cent. of them are adults, and 
about 25 per cent. are juniors. 

126. Does your industry lend itself to the employment 
of juniors ?’—A portion of it does. 

127. Mr. Drummond.| Where is your output principally 
consumed ¢—Throughout the Commonwealth. 

128. Is there a demand for your manufactures in the 
southern portion of the Commonwealth?—Yes. Victoria 
and New South Wales probably take an equal amount. 
During one year Victoria might predominate. As a mat- 
ter of fact, Victoria has predominated for the last year 
er two on account of the large quantity of our material 
which has been used for the Melbourne electrification 

scheme. ‘That scheme has been completed, but as we are 

going to have a big electrification scheme in this State 
it is probable that New South Wales will take more of 
our product than Victoria. The consumption in Queens- 
land and South Australia is fairly small, and West Aus- 
tralia takes least. Tasmania, with her up-to-date hydro- 
clectrie scheme, consumes a fair quantity of our stuff. 

129. The manufactured product would be carried at a 
fairly high rate on the railways?—A very high rate in- 
deed; it costs 45s. per ton from Port Kembla to Sydney. 

130. If the rail freight from Port Kembla to southern 
New South Wales and the southern portion of the Com- 
monwealth were reduced by the construction of a cross- 
country line from Moss Vale to Port Kembla, would it 
make an appreciable difference ?—That is rather a difficult 
question to answer. The bulk of our product is sold in the 
capital cities, and I think it is very obvious that it would 
be almost impossible for rail freight to compete with 
water freight for that distance. 

131. You do not think that the difference in distance 
would be sufficient to enable the proposed railway to com- 
pete with sea-borne trafiic?—-Rail freights would have to 
come down very much to make them at all comparable 
with water freights. 

132. You consider that the proposed railway would 
only benefit your industry indirectly Merely indireetly; 
I cannot see that it would afford any direct advantage to 
our industry. 

133. The indirect benefit would comé from sister in- 


dustries that supply your eéompany with raw taterials ?— 
Yes. 


Robert James Craig, works manager, Australian Fer- 
tilise*s Proprietary Limited, Port Kenibla, sworn, 
and examined :— 

134. Afr. Drimmond.] Have you a written statement in 
connection with, this, proposal? it is as follows :— 
The Australian Fertilisers Piopeistagy Limited are manu- 
facturers of superphosphate and other chemical fer- 
tilisers, and has established works at Pott Kembla, which 
commenced operations in June, 1921. The approximate 
eost of our buildings, plant, atid machinery was £155,000. 
Besides manufacturing fertilisers, the primary object of 
our works was to manufacture sulphuric acid for the 
Electrolytic Company, and also to supply that company 
with basic fluxes derived from our roasting of, sulphide. 
ores. The sulphuric acid supplied to the Electrolytic 
Company’s works is necessary in connection with the élec- 
trolytic refining of copper and treatment for the extrac- 
tion of the gold and silver. The works are equipped with 
furnaces fot treating sulphide ores containing precious 
metals, from which the sulphur is extracted for making 
acid, and the residues are most suitable for fluxing pur- 
poses in the smelter department of E.R. and S. Company’s 
works. The Electrolytic Company recover the gold, silver, 
and copper from ore roasted at our works, J understand 
it is only the supply of basic flux from our works which 
makes possible the payable treatment of certain ores at the 
Elecetrolytic Company’s works. The bulk of the com- 
pany’s production of superphosphates is railed from Port 


Kembla to stations served by the Main Southern Trunk 
line and its branches. At the present time this traffic is 
hauled to Sydney, and thence along the Main Southern 
lire. The construction of the new line would, I am in- 
formed, reduce the haulage by 102 miles, which would 
mean an appreciable saving to the primary producers. 
Take an example:—Present railage rate via Sydney from 
Port Kembla to Moss Vale, 7s. 6d. per ton. If the new 
line were constructed the freight would be reduced to 
4s. 5d., effecting a saving of 3s. 1d. per ton. This saving 
is not so great in the case of the longer distances. It is 
certain that there will be a much larger consumption of 
artificial manures in the future. A considerable propor- 
tion of the superphosphates will be available for haulage 
from Port Kembla in train loads to suit the Railway 
Department’s convenience. The reduced mileage would 
also mean a saving in the time that rolling stock is lecked 
up. This is an important factor. In our busy season a 
large number of empty trucks are brought to Port Kembla, 
and only a comparatively small number are obtained from 
other works, which are made available to us, and which 
eome to Port Kembla loaded. J am iiformed that it is in- 
tended to erect cement and steel works at Port Kembla, 
and that large quantities of material would come to Port 
Kembla for treatment at those works. The superphosphate 
from my company’s works would provide back loading for 
these trucks. There is also the fact that my company 
despatehes the bulk of its products during the wheat 
eason. The proposed line would mean a saving of ap- 
proximately 52 miles haulage as between Sydney and Port 
Kembla, and in addition would provide a port of shipment 
for wheat, wool, &. The distance from Moss Vale to 
Darling Harbour is 91 miles, and the distance from Moss 
Vale to Port Kembla via the proposed line is 39 miles, or 
a saving of 52 miles. I hand in a map of New South 
Wales, which shows that the country half-way between 
Sydney and the Victorian border would benefit from the 
cheapening of freights which would be brought about by 
the construction of the proposed line. We would get an 
extra distance of 102 miles for the same freight as we are 
paying at the present time. 

135. Practically the whole of the output of your com- 
pany is consumed in the south?’—I would not say in the 
south entirely, but along the Main Southern line and its 
branches, 

136. In the southern portion of the State¢—Yes. 

137. The construction of the proposed line would effect 
a yery appreciable saying to the farmers who are the con- 
sumers of your product’—Yes. At the present time the 
fertilisers which are shipped from Port Kembla to the 
southern portion of New South Wales have to bear the 
additional impost of haulage to Sydney and back to a 
point opposite Port Kembla on the Main Southern line. 
I might say, however, that the Railway ‘Department 
adopts a sliding scale tor the railage of manures. The 
longer the distance the lower the rate per ton. ‘They are 
carried at a special rate, but a definite saving to the farmer 
would be effected if the proposed cross-country line were 
built. 

_ 188. Binge the eaablishment of your works at Port 


8 your gol ?—There has a te a apie Athy increase 
in the demand. There is a growing demand for super- 
phosphates. I giye the Committee my assurance thiat ive 
expect our business to increase by something like 25 per 
cent. during the coming season, and as more wheat lands 
especially axe opened up the demand for superphosphates 
will become greater and greater. The average New South 
Wales farmer does not put enough superphosphates on his 
land, but he will have to inerease the charge per acre as 
the soil becomes exhausted. 

139. You would ship fertilisers over the proposed line, 
and would get the ores required for your works on the 
return journey, thus maintaining an even balance of 
traffic ?—-There would be that tendency. 
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140. Has any definite move been made for the installa- 
tion of wheat-handling apparatus at Port Kembla?’—Not 
that I know of. 

141. From what you have seen of Port Kembla, do you 
think it is capable of development in that direction ?—I 
certainly do; that must come in the future. 

142. Exclusive of the ores to which you referred, where 
do you get most of the material you use for making fer- 
tilizers’—The phosphatie rock, which is the principal in- 
gredient, comes from Nauru or Ocean Island by steamer, 
but the finished product is mainly sent away by rail. 

143. Mr. Travers.| What is the annual output of your 
works 4—30,000 tons. 

144. Is the demand for fertilizers steadily increasing /— 
Yes; our business last year exceeded that of any previous 
year. 

145. So far as Southern Riverina is concerned, do you 
come into competition with Victoria ?—Yes. 

146. If the proposed line were constructed, would it give 
you an advantage over Victoria as regards competition 
for the trade of Southern Riverina?’—It would give us a 
much greater advantage than we have now. 

147. On the average, does the Victorian farmer use more 
superphosphates than the New South Wales farmer ?—Very 
much more per acre. 

148. Is that due to the cheapness of the Victorian fer- 
tilizers or to some other reason’—It is not due to cheap- 
ness; J think it is due to the fact that his soil is more 
exhausted than that of the New South Wales farmer, but 
the time must come when the New South Wales faxmer 
will have to inerease his charge per acre. 

149. Could you state approximately to what extent per 
ton the cost of superphosphates would be reduced to the 
farmers in Southern Riverina if the proposed line were 
built?—So far as I know, it would amount to something 
like 1s. 4d. per ton right through. 

150. What is the cost of superphosphates at your works 
now ?—Our present price is £5 18s. 6d. per ton; there will 
be a reduction, but I am not quite sure what it will be. 

151. Do you anticipate that as the years go by the output 
of ba works will be appreciably increased /-—Yes. 

152. I understood you to say, in reply to Mr. Drummond, 
that practically the whole of your output was consumed 
in the southern portion of the State?—In the south and 
south-west. A large proportion of it goes due west from 
Port Kembla along the Southern ling. 

153. How many men do you employ?—A maximum of 
about 140. 

154. Your present plant would give you a maximum 
output of 30,000 tons per annum %’—About 30,000 tons, but 
we could enlarge the capacity of the plant. I could not 
tell you what the limit would be. 

155. Mr. Doe.{ Your principal competitor is Victoria ?— 
In the Riverina. 

156. Are superphosphates manufactured in Melbourne? 
—Yes, four companies are operating there—the Mount 
Lyell Company, Cuming Smith, Wischers, and the Aus- 
tralian Explosives and Chemical Company. 

157. Cuming Smith’s operate in Victoria and South 
Australia?’—yYes. 

158. Where does the Australian Explosives and Chemi- 
cal Company operate?—In Victoria and in the Riverina. 

159. Does the Mount Lyell Company send superphos- 
phates to Sydney?’—No; they come into the Riverina 
through Melbourne; that is, as far as they operate in New 
South Wales. 

160. Although the Mount Lyell Company is so far dis- 
tant, it can compete with the Melbourne manufacturers ?— 
The Mount Lyell Company has chemical works at Yarra- 
ville, in Melbourne. 

161. Do you get any ‘business fon the other States ’— 
We send fertilizers to Queensland by steamer and train. 

162. The proposed railway would chiefly ass‘3st you to 
send fertilizers to places along the Main Souther. line and 
its branches and to the Riverina ?—Yes. 
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163. The railage on superphosphates is very low, and it 
is not a profitable business from the peint of view of the 
Railway Commissioners ?’—That is so. 

164. Did you say that 30,000 tons per annum was the 
capacity of your works’—That is their present capacity, 
but it.could be increased with a little expense. 

165. Have you reached the maximum of 30,000 tons per 
annum ’—That has been our highest output. 

166. Mr. Burke.] You stated that you got your supplies 
of phosphatic rock from Narrau. Are the deposits there 
very considerable ?—Yes, they run into millions of tons. 

167. Is it possible to manufacture fertilizers from any- 
thing but phosphatic rock?—-Not phosphatic fertilizers. 

168. But therd are other fertilizers/—Yes, such as 
ammonium sulphate. 

169. You manufacture phosphatic fertilizers only ?—We 
also make other manures containing ammonium and potas- 
sium sulphate. 


Robert Wood Allen, manager, Ulladulla Silica and Fire 
Bricka, Limited, Port Kembla, sworn, and examined :— 


170. Mr. Doe.| Do you wish to give evidence in favour 
of the proposed line?—Yes. Ulladulla Silica and Fire 
Bricks, Limited, are manufacturers of silica bricks only, 
and I had a good deal to do with the formation of the 
company. One of my chief arguments in putting the 
matter before my friends was that Hoskins’ were the 
largest consumers of silica bricks in Australasia, and as 
they proposed to establish steel works at Port Kembla their 
advent would be a distinct help to us, as I believed we 
would be a help to them. We are now supplying Hoskins’ 
at Lithgow. Our interest in the proposed line lies entirely 
in the fact that on its construction is dependent the 
establishment of steel works by Hoskins’ at Port Kembla. 
We do a big trade with Melbourne, and if bricks were 
shipped over the proposed line they would reach their 
destination in good condition, because in many cases they 
would be delivered direct to the job. Owing to the number 
of handlings the bricks now get, the breakages are con- 
siderable. We handle about 5,000 tons of silica per annum, 
but as it comes from Ulladulla the proposed line would 
not affeet it. Most of our bricks now go to Hoskins’ 
werks at Lithgow. Our plant has cost about £30,000, but 
we are prepared to spend more on extensions as soon as 
Hoskins’ begin their works at Port Kembla. We use a 
considerable quantity of lime, and there is no doutt that 
if the proposed line were built there would be big saving 
on the freight of limestone from Marulan and Goulburn 
to Port Kembla. There is a deposit of clay in the 
Wingello district which carries a high percentage of 
alumina. We considered the possibility of treating this 
clay at Port Kembla, but the freight round by Sydney 
put it out of the question. ‘There is a big demand for 
alumina bricks in New South Wales, and if there was a 
railway from Moss Vala to Port Kembla it might be pos- 
sible for us to make use of the deposit at Wingello. Our 
interests are almost entirely tied up with Hoskins’ Iron 
end Steel Company, and our interest in the proposed rail- 
way hes in the establishment of steel works by them at 
Port Iembla. 

171. Is the silica you obtain at Ulladulla of very good 
quality ?—I believe it is the highest-grade silica in the 
world. 

172. Is there much of it?—At the rate we are now manu- 
facturing we have sufficient silica at Ulladulla to last us 
a hundred years. There are 500,000 tons in sight at our 
quarries. 

173. You are shipping silica bricks to Melbourne and 
e'sewhere?—Yes, and we are also sending them to New 
Zealand. 

174. You send bricks to Sydney, and they are then 
shipped to Melbcurne?—Yes. 

175. Could you not send them to Melbourne direct by 
water ?—I tried that once, but the bricks were tipped into 


the ship’s hold at Port Kembla like blue metal, and the 
breakages were so heavy that I have not attempted to send 
any more that way since. 

176. But the liability to damage is the same in Sydney, 
is it not ?—No, they are a little more careful there. How- 
ever, I am going to give Port Kembla another trial. The 
men here are not accustomed to handling bricks; they are 
accustomed to handling coal only. 

177. When you send bricks to Melbourne by rail they 
have to be transhipped at Albury on account of the break 
in gauge?’—That does not trouble us, because the bricks 
are packed in handy-sized crates. 

178. Could you not pack them in crates and send them 
by steamer?—Yes. The bricks which I said were broken 
were not packed. 

179. Do you get auch limestone from Marulan?—We 
get a fair quantity from Marulan and Goulburn. 

180. The proposed railway would be a distinct advantage 
to you in that direction?—Yes, there would ke saving in 
freight. 

181. What quantity of limestone per annum are you 
likely to use?—About 100 tons. 

182. Would the proposed line afford you any other ad- 
vantages ’—I cannot think of any. 

183. What is the output of your works?—About 20,000 
bricks per week at the present time. Seventy or 80 per 
cent. of our output goes to Lithgow. 

184. In the event of the proposed line being constructed 
and steel and other works established at Port Kembla, 
would not your business be very materially increase ?— 
Undoubtedly; we have had plans prepared for the doubling 
of our works. 

185. How many men do you employ?—At the present 
time fifteen or sixteen, exclusive of those employed at our 
quarries at Ulladulla. 

186. Your company is dependent on Hoskins’ for its 
business, and if steel works were established at Port 
Kembla as the result of the construction of the proposed 
line you would be able to supply them with a greater 
number of bricks?—Yes, we have all our eggs in one 
basket at present. 


John Thomas Sweeney, miners’ secretary, Wollongong, 
sworn, and examined :— 


187. Mr. Mahony | What are your views with respect 
to this proposal:—{ am in favour of the construction of 
the proposed line from Moss Vale to Port Kembla, be: 
cause I am of the opinion that it would bring the pro- 
ducers of foodstuffs on the tablelands into closer touch 
with the great army of industrial consumers in the South 
Coast district. On the tableland they are able to produce 
foodstuffs of the finest quality and variety which cannot 
be produced on the coast. J was at the last Moss Vale 
Show, and I never saw anywhere a display of foodstuffs 
equal to that which I saw there. Owing to the cost of 
transportation these foodstuffs are sold in this district at 
exorbitant prices, which prohibit a very large number of 
people from buying them. I am sure that if the proposed 
railway were built the consumption of the products of the 
tableland would be very materially increased on the South 
Coast. On my journeys through the district I have seen 
fruit lying on the ground rotting. JI presume it did not 
pay the producers to collect it for market. If the pro-— 
posed railway were constructed that fruit could be brought 
here and readily disposed of at remunerative prices 
which would be satisfactory both to the producer and the 
consumer. From my own observation, and from what I 
have heard, there is a large area of land between Moss 
Vale and Port Kembla which is not producing anything 
at the present time, but if access to market were provided 
a large number of settlers would go there and make 
proper use of that country. To prepare the land for agri- 
cultural purposes it would have to be cleared, but the 
timber which would be felled would find a ready market 
in this district, where there is a great demand for mining 
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props. They could be transported over this line. Whilst 
they were clearing the land the settlers would be able 
to derive some revenue from the sale of the timber. 
I am also of the opinion that the construction of the line 
would bring about a greater development of the coal areas 
south of Port Kembla. A number of the members of my 
union are from time to time advised by medical men to 
go away from the coast for a time and take a holiday on 
the tableland. They are unable to do that because the ex- 
pense of getting there is fairly high, but if the proposed 
railway were built they would be able to get there within 
a few hours at a cheap rate. There are very fine deposits 
of clay and shales in the district, and if the line were 
built the brickmaking and pottery companies which are 
now operating in the vicinity of Sydney would turn their 
attention to this part of the State. As time goes by 
these companies will be pushed out from the precincts of 
the city. 

188. How long have you lived in this district ?—Thirty 
years. 

189. Do you know the country fairly well between Port 
Kembla and Moss Vale?—I have travelled between the 
two places. Oe [Az 

190. Would you say that a fair proportion of the coun- 
try was suitable for agriculture?—Yes, especially in the 
vicinity of Robertson. The country there is partieularly 
suitable for growing vegetables. 

191. Do you know whether any of the coal mined on 
the South Coast finds its way to Sydney and then along 
the Great Southern line to Moss Vale and beyond?—I do 
not know that, but I certainly think there would be a 
market for it if a shorter route were available. 

192. Where do you get your vegetables from in this 
district ?—From Sydney. 

193. Where does your mining timber come from!— 
From the South Coast down to Nowra. Mining props are 
obtainable on the Great Southern line at Wingello, but 
they have to be railed to Sydney and back here. 

194. Are they required in large quantities?—Yes, and 
the supplies of suitable timber are getting further and 
further away each year. 

195. You stated that the miners would go to the table- 
land to recuperate their health; do the miners here suffer 
from tung trouble?—In isolated cases. 

196. Would they take advantage of the mountain cli- 
mate if they had the opportunity and the fares were 
reasonable ?—Undoubtedly. 

197. Where do the local brickmakers get their clays ?— 
In the district. 

198. How many miners are there in this district?— 
Roughly about 3,500, but with their dependents the mining 
population would be double that. 


James Perry, local secretary, Australian Workers’ Union, 
Port Kembla, sworn, and examined :— 


199. Mr. Doe.| Are you in favour of the construction 
of the proposed railway?’—I am. In the first place, I might 
state that not only am I in favour of the construction of 
the line, but it has the endorsement of my organisation. 
Its construction would bestow far-reaching benefits on 
many of the people in New South Wales in various ways. 
It would open up an ore belt in the Goulburn-Crookwell 
district which is known to contain numerous pyritic and 
other ore bodies which at present cannot be worked with a 
margin of profit. This line would certainly reduce the 
transit charges by at least 5s. or 6s. per ton. If these ore 
bodies were worked additional employment would be pro- 
vided at the Electrolytic Company’s works at Port 
Kembla, and a considerable amount of work would be 
afforded in the production of the material at the Goul- 
burn end. ‘The superphosphate works at Port Kembla 
use large quantities of pyritic and sulphide ores, which at 
the present time are brought from Tasmania. Something 
like 500 tons a month is used for the manufacture of 
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sulphuric acid. The residue goes to the electrolytic works, 


where the copper is taken out and the remainder is used 


for flux. J know from my own personal knowledge that 
this ore belt exists, and my father worked it in 1870. 
There are records in the Mines Department which show 
that this ore assayed 48 per cent. of sulphur, 3 per cent. 
copper, and 5 dwt. gold. The high cost of treatment, the 
high cost of haulage, and other heavy charges are respon- 
sible for the condition of the metalliferous mining in- 
dustry to-day. If those charges were reduced an impetus 
would be given to the industry. With reduced freights not 
only would the Electrolytic Company be able to reduce its 
charges, but the superphosphate company would be able 
to reduce the price of their product to the farmers in the 
Riverina. This would mean greater production from the 
land and the employment of more labour. The superphos- 
phate company would have to extend its plant at Port 
Kembla, thus providing further employment locally. Tl, 
construction of the proposed line would mean the estaw- 
lishment of other industries at Port Kembla, which would 
give employment to hundreds of men and absorb many 
of the unemployed. I understand that Hoskins intend to 
establish a steel works at Port Kembla if this line is 
built. From every point of view the construction of this 
line would be advantageous to the State. A railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla would enable the workers on 
the South Coast to take their families away for a holiday, 
which is very essential. If you wish to go to the Blue 
Mountains from the South Coast you have to take train to 
Sydney and change into another train. This means a good 
deal of trouble and expense where families are concerned. 
If the proposed line were built, the health resorts at Moss 
Vale, Bowral, and the southern districts would be within 
two hours’ journey of the coast. At the present time, 
owing to the roundabout way goods have to be carried to 
this part of the State, chaff costs 12s. per bag, wheat 9s. 
per bushel, and pollard 2d. per lb. If these products came 
direct to the South Coast from southern New South 
Wales prices would be lower. The Robertson district is 
noted for the vegetables it produces, and if we had this 
line they would be within a few miles of us instead of 
having to be hauled round through Sydney. 

200. Do you know what it costs to bring ores from Tas- 
mania ‘to Port Kemblat’—Something like £1 per ton 
freight, but there are other charges. 

201. Mr. Drummond.| You favour this proposal because 
it would tend to stabilise employment?’—Yes. If the line 
were built, the industries already here would be further 
stabilised and new ones would spring up. We have the - 
definite assurance of Mr. Hoskins that his company would 
establish a steel works which would afford employment 
to hundreds of men. 

202. Do you know where the ore which comes from Tas- 
mania is obtained?’—From Mount Lyell, which is about 24 
miles inland. I worked at Mount Lyell. 

203. Is the ore railed from Mount Lyell to the sea ?— 
Yes. When it arrives at Port Kembla it has to be tran- 
shipped into trucks and hauled into the works, but if the 
proposed line were built it would be taken right into the 
works from the mine. 


John Porter, farmer, Mount Keira, sworn, and examined: 


204. Mr. Travers.| Do you wish to make a statement 
with regard to the proposal before the Committee?—I do. 
IT am the president of the Wollongong Citizens’ Associa- 
tion and have resided in this town for sixty-six years. 
Within the past ten years the population of the town and 
district has more than doubled itself. I ‘know practically 
every foot of the country which would be traversed by the 
proposed railway, and in my opinion the construction of 
the line would encourage people to go on the land and 
make a living. Where the line strikes the ranges above 
the coast there is no better land in the Commonwealth 
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for growing stone fruits. I am growing peaches which 
attain a weight of 14 lb. in the vicinity of Mount Kiera. 
In the Robertson district is some of the finest vegetable 
and fruit-growing country in the Commonwealth, but at 
the present time it is useless to the farmers on account of 
the very heavy cost of cartage to Moss Vale. If the pro- 
posed railway were built the Robertson people would be 
able to send their produce direct to the coast, where there 
is a very large consuming population. With the growth 
of industries that population would more than double itself 
within a few years. At the present time I am making ar- 
rangements to have 6 tons of potatoes carried by lorry 
from Robertson to Wollongong, and the cost of haulage will 
be about 2s. per ewt. If the proposed line were built they 
could be landed here for about 14s. per ton. For cabbage- 
growing the Robertson district 1s unsurpassed. Some four 
years ago I collected samples for the district exhibit and 
obtained from Robertson twelve cabbages which averaged 
28 lb. each. With a railway to the coast the growers of 
cabbages in the Robertson district would be able to send 
their produce to Wollongong, Kiama, and the South Ccast 
towns as far south as Nowra, where they would find a ready 
market. At present those cabbages have to be carted 14 
miles to Moss Vale, trucked to Sydney, and transhipped 
back to the South Coast, which would be within 30 miles 
of Robertson by the proposed line. If the line were built 
the country between Moss Vale and Port Kembla would 
be utilised, and, in my opinion, it would pay handsomely. 

205. Between Albion Park and the nearest point on thie 
proposed line the distance is roughly 8 miles. Do you 
know if the land there is fully occupied ?—It is not. 

206. Why ?—Because it is difficult to get the produce to 
market. Along the top of the mountains west of the Mac- 
quarie Pass there is any quantity of fine timber which 
could be utilised if there was a railway. The country 
this side of the mountains is suitable for fruit-growing. 

207. From what section of the proposed line would you 
expect to get the best return ?—From the top of the Mac- 
quarie Pass to Moss Vale. On this side of the mountains 
the country is suitable for fruit-growing. In the vicinity 


of Mount Keira are some of the finest apple orchards in 
the Commonwealth. As a matter of fact, they have ob- 
tained many prizes for their apples at the Royal Show. 

208. Is much fruit grown around the Macquarie Pass at 
the present time ?—Very little, because it would not pay to 
cart it. In the vicinity of Albion Park they mostly go in 
for dairying, but the country on the mountain-side is 
suitable for fruit-growing. 

209. Is the timber you spoke of as being within the in- 
fluence of the proposed line of any commercial value?— 
Yes. ‘Some of the finest timber I have seen is on the 
Jamberoo Mountain. The trees are so close together that 
you can hardly swing an axe between them. That timber 
would be a big asset in the construction of the railway. 

210. Is any of that timber being cut now?—Yes, there 
is a sawmill on the top of Jamberoo Mountain and another 
at Robertson. Timber is drawn from the top of the moun- 
tain to Robertson and cut there. There is a great deal of 
dairying in the Robertson district, and the milk has to be 
taken to Moss Vale by lorry, but if the railway were built 
it could be railed at a much lesser cost. It should be the 
aim of the Government to construct cross-country lines to 
counteract the lorry traffic. The steamer is again trading 
to Shell Harbour and a service of two motor lorries has 
been inaugurated from Shell Harbour to Robertson. They 
will carry stores to Robertson and bring back produce. 

211. According to the official evidence there are 216,400 
acres of land within the influence of the proposed line. 
About 124,300 acres are alienated or are in process of 
alienation. If the proposed railway were built, do you 
think it would stimulate the productivity of that land ?— 
It certainly would. 

212. I take that from Robertson to Moss Vale the 
settlers are mostly dairymen?—Dairymen and vegetable- 
growers. 

213. Mr. Burke.| Does Robertson supply the metropolitan 
market with milk?—Yes, the milk is carted from Robert- — 
son to Moss Vale. The Dairy Farmers’ Co-operative Com- 
pany has a factory at Moss Vale, and milk is carted from 
Robertson by motor lorries or vans. 


PHULSDAY NO SULY, 19233. 


[The Committee met in the Council Chambers, Wollongong. ] 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cramman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francts MicHarL Burk, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 


Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 


Alderman Norman McLeod Smith, Mayor of Wollongong, 
sworn, and examined :— 

214. Chairman.] The Committee will be pleased to hear 
your views on this proposal?—I have been authorised by 
my council to appear before the Committee to advocate 
the construction of this line. In the first place, I favour 
its construction because of the industrial expansion which 
it would make possible. Further, it would facilitate the 
transportation of coal from the South Coast collieries to 
the Southern line and its branches. Considerable quanti- 
ties of coal go from this district to the big railway depots 
at Goulburn, Junee, and other places on the Southern line, 
and if we had a cross-country connection the saving in 
haulage would be substantial. Mcreover, the products of 
the country along the ‘Southern line would be cheapened 
so far as Wollongong and the towns in its vicinity were 
concerned. From inquiries I have made, I find that every 
month fifty trucks of produce from the Southern line are 
consumed in Wollongong and its immediate neighbour- 
hood, and a corresponding amount of business takes place 
with the whole of the other towns on the South Coast. 


In the vicinity of Wollongong there is a population of 
35,000 people, mostly industrialists, and if the proposed 
line were built they would avail themselves of the bracing 
climate of the Southern highlands to recuperate their 
health. The cost of getting there at the present time is 
prohibitive. A motor trip costs from £5 to £6, but with 
railway communication with Moss Vale the cost of the 
journey would be about 10s. I am satisfied that if the line 
were constructed thousands of people would make use of » 
it to get to the tableland at week-ends and for their holi- 
day. I wish to place some figures before the Committee 
with respect to the town of Wollongong. The police return 
for 1923 gives the population of the municipality as 8,519 
as against 4,500 in 1911. In 1913 the unimproved capital 
valuc of the municipality was £234,866, and in 1923 it 
increased to £491,185. ‘The improved capital value in 1913 
was £536,074, and in 1923 the figures reached £1,298,436. 
In 19138 the assessed annual value was £40,126, and in 1923, 
£94,935. In 1912 the total revenue of the council was 
£6,282, and in 1922, £19,116. In 1918, the year before the 


outbreak of war, sixty-four new residences and twelve 
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business premises were built. During the war period a 
slump in building took place. In 1920 the number of 
residences built was thirty-four, and business premises six; 
in 1921, thirty-seven dwellings and eight business premises ; 
in 1922, seventy dwellings and ten business premises; for 
the frat half of 1923, 151 dwellings and seven business 
premises, which constitutes an absolute record. In addi- 
tion to the industrial expansion which I have indicated, a 
lot of country on top of the mountain would be made 
accessible to market. With regard to the route, I heard 
the Chief Railway Commissioner say in this room that 
he was quite satisfied, from the investigations he had made, 
that the best route no abla had been selected. If the lng 
is constructed it will undoubtedly be a paying proposition. 


215. Can you say whether the towns immediately adja- 
cent to Wollongong have shown the same proportionate 
development as Wollongong has during recent years ?— 
Yes, in fact I think it can be said that the development 
has been proportionately greater. 


216. Is there a motor-car service between the coastal 
fo and Robertson ?—Th i nul: i Te 
owns an obertson ? ere is no regular service. 
you want to go to Robertson you have to make arrange- 
ments with the motor-car proprietors. 


217. Mr. Mahony.|] Have you any idea of the quantity 
of coal that goes from the South Coast collieries to Goul- 
burn and other depots on the Southern line?—I am not 
able to give the figures, but I know that a large quanity 
of coal goes that way from the South Coast. 


Thomas Steward Wearn, formerly manager of the Govern- 
ment Tourist Bureau, Wollongong, sworn, and 
examined :— 


218. Mr. Doe.] I understand that you desire to give 
evidence on the bearing the proposed railway woukd have 
on the tourist traffic?—Yes. For several years I managed 
the local tourist bureau, and I was constantly receiving 
applications for information from people in various parts 
of New South Wales, from other States, from New Zea- 
land, and the South Sea Islands. Up to three or four years 
ago, when I relinquished my position, I was instrumental 
in finding accommodation for over 1,000 people during 
the season in this district. The season extended from 
November to Easter. I could have found accommodation 
for from 300 to 500 more if it were available. Since then 
a number of new boarding-houses and furnished cottages 
have been erected in Wollongong, and 500 people could 
be accommodated at any time. From Austinmer to Bulli 
to Shell Harbour is the most favoured tourist district in 
New South Wales. I suppose it is visited by fully 10,000 
people from Christmas to Easter, and the number of 
visitors is increasing every year. ‘There is no doubt that 
if the proposed railway were constructed it would be greatly 
patronised by tourists. At present we are isolated from 
the southern districts of New South Wales, and the only 
way of getting there is through Sydney. If the line were 
built the round trip from Sydney to Moss Vale and through 
the southern highlands, across to Port Kembla, would be 
one of the most popular tourist trips that could be ima- 
gined. Not only that, but people would go from the coast 
to the Southern line. I recently spent a six-months’ holi- 
day in the Moss Vale district, and at Bundanoon I saw 
truck load after truck load of mining props going daily 
to the South Coast collieries; all that traffic would be 
carried over the proposed line. When I was at Yarrunga 
I saw cartloads of cabbages and cauliflowers loaded and 
sent down the mountain to the coast. That product would 
also form traffic for the new line. Lake Illawarra is now 
being opened up in a very big way as a tourist resort 
Thousands of pounds have been spent there lately, and I 


believe that thirty or forty week-end cottages are now in 
course of construction along the foreshores. from the 
entrance right round to Albion Park. The people who will 
occupy those residences will be prospective customers for 
the railway. Many times I have been asked to make up 
parties for motor trips to the tableland. These trips cost 
£5, and they were availed of by a limited few, but if 
the cross-country line were built there is not the slightest 
doubt that hundreds or thousands of people would use it. 
The Wollongong district is going ahead. The towns 
around Wollongong have increased in even greater ratio 
than Wollongong during recent years. Austinmer and 
Thirroul have increased tenfold during the past five or 
six years. Port Kembla has a population of between 4,000 
and 5,000. 

219. If the proposed line were built it would give an 
impetus to the tourist traffic between the coast and the 
tableland ’—Most decidedly. The common complaint, par- 
ticularly on the part of families, is that there are no 
facilities for getting away from the sea to the mountains. 


220. There is no motor-car service between here and 
Moss Vale?—No. 

221. Are the roads bad?—-The roads are bad, and it 
would not pay to run motor-cars between the two points. 
From Austinmer and Thirroul to Shell Harbour week- 
enders are building dozens of small cottages. The ten- 
dency in this country will be the same as it is in England, 
and people will, if they can, reside away from the crowded 
cities. 

222. Are those week-end cottages being built by city 
people’—Yes. Many of them lend them to friends when 
they are not occupying them themselves. 


223. Are they all city people?—Not all of them; we 
have inquiries for accommodation from all over the Com- 
monwealth and even from New Zealand. 


224. What special attractions does this district offer for 
tourists’—We have one of the most glorious beaches on 
the coast for surfing, also excellent fishing grounds. Our 
climate is equal to any climate in the world, because it is 
most equable. If we have hot days we have cool nights, 
so that our climate is ideal for enervated people from the 
back country. 

225. The possibilities as regards fishing are great ?— 
Yes. The other day I counted thirteen launches in the 
harbour. They are owned by professional fishermen who 
take parties out to the schnapper grounds. I was a mem- 
ber of the local fishing club, and we went out twice a week. 
We were always very successful, getting schnapper and all 
kinds of fish. 


226. In the event of the proposed railway being con- 
structed, you think the passenger traffic would be con- 
siderable ?—Most emphatically I do. The people living on 
the tableland could get to the coast in a couple of hours 
for fishing and surfing. 


Henry Robert Lee, accountant, Electrolytic Refining and 
Smelting Company of Australia Limited, Port 
Kembla, sworn, and examined :— 


227. Mr. Drummond.| Will you make a statement with 
respect to this proposal?’—I am secretary of the advisory 
committee which was appointed at the meeting of dele- 
gates held at Moss Vale in connection with the proposed 
railway, and I was secretary of the organisation known 
as the Illawarra Harbour and Railway League, which 
brought the question of a cross-country railway connec- 
tion before the Decentralisation Committee in 1911. I 
have resided at Port Kembla since 1908, and have been 
closely associated with the different works established 
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there since their inception. I wish to submit the following 
comparison of values, showing the progress of the Tla- 
warra municipalities from 1912 to 1922 :— 
Comparison of Values, showing progress of Illawarra 
Municipality, 1912 and 1922. 
Unimproved Capital Value. 


1912. 1922. 
3ulli Shire : £427,980 £688,612 
Municipality of Nor th ral awarra 108,697 174,174 
Wollongong 212,822 482,653 
Central Thaw arta (includes 
Port Kembla) : 312,412 625,566 
£1,061,411  £1,971,005 
$OB2 ads Rt a 4 £1,971,005 
1912 Ae ok 1,061,411 
Improvement £909,594 
Population, 31st December, 1922, in above area, 32,050. 


These figures are prepared from information supplied by 
the variots muficipalities. I have also prepared the 
folowing statement showing the approximate expendi- 
ture on the industfies at Port Kembla:— 


STATEMENT showing Approximate Hxpenditure on Construc- 
tion of Plant and Machinery at existing Works at Port 
Ikxembla :— 


Smelting and refining works producing gold, 


silver, and copper, and sundry by-products £300,000 
Copper, wire, rod, tube, &c., mills .. we : 400,000 
Superphosphate and other artificial manures .. 155,000 
Silica brick works .. 29,000 
Coke-making works .. 80,000 
Works site, buildings, &c., old works, Australian 
Smelting Corporation a “8 ae Pi 20,000 
Total approximate se gees ly by Seiad, 
enterprise A ae : £934,000 
Add— 
Government Power House for supplying 
electricity to consumers (vide Repert of 
Public Works Department, June, 1921, 
page 57) ste 3 ae 4 88,101 
Grand total £1,022,101 


In the above statement I have added to the expenditure 
on the works established by private enterprise the expen- 
diture on the Government power-house which is supplying 
eletricity to consumers, because it is one of the Government 
activities which really competes with private enterprise. 
The expenditure on Government harbour works at Port 
Kembla is admitted to be at least £820,000. I understand, 
however, that that amount has been exceeded, and that 
further information would be supplied in that regard. I 
have prepared the following:—The harbour works were 
commenced and a large amount expended on same prior 
to the commencement of any of the industries at Port 
Kembla, with the exception of the coke works. It is 
obvious that if the Government is to receive a commen- 
surate return on the expenditure of public money in pro- 
viding a harbour and equipping same it must encourage 
industry to become established at Port Kembla. The 
proposed line will be the means of augmenting the activi- 
ties of the existing industries, and be the means of bring- 
ing into existence other large industrial works of para- 
mount importance to the State (vide evidence of Mr. 
Hoskins). Portion, at any rate, of the enhanced return to 
‘ve received by the Government in respect of increased 
harbour dues, &., should be credited to the proposed rail- 
way, as such increased revenue will not accrue unless the 
proposed line is constructed. Population: The State 
Statistician states that the population of the South Coast 
district, Helensburgh to Dapto, at December, 1911, was 
25,800, and at December, 1921, 31,600, an increase of 18 
per cent. For the same period Newcastle and suburbs 
increased from 59,380 to 86,255, equal to an increase of 
55 per.cent. The increase in the county of Cumberland, 
1.e., Sydney, for the same period was 38 per cent. It is 
submitted that the lange increase in Neweastle was due to 
the establishment of iron and steel works at that centre, 


and that following the construction of iron and steel works 
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.t Port Kembla there will be a large increase in the popu- 
lation on the South Coast. Similarly to the Metal Manu- 
factures Limited, which is the only works of its kind in 
Australia, it will be the means of providing new avenues 
of employment, and thereby be of paramount importance 
to the Commonwealth. The increase in population re- 
sultant from the establishment of new industries will 
considerably augment the revenue derived by the Railway 
Department from the existing line to Sydney, This factor 
should be taken into consideration in considering any 
initial loss that may occur on the proposed line. With the 
continued increase in the population on the South Coast it 
is becoming every year more necessary, in the public in- 
terest, to provide means whereby the lower-paid employees 
can with their families get away from the coastal climate 
and visit the tablelands. At the present time to get to 
Moss Vale, about 30 miles distant by air-line, he would 
have to travel 51 miles to Sydney, change trains, and 
travel a further 90 miles, the second-class fare being 16s. 
If the proposed line is constructed the fare from Wollon- 
gong to Robertson would only be 2s. 1d. This factor 
should be considered from two points of view—one that of 
the public interest, and secondly the revenue which would 
be provided on the proposed line from passenger traffic. 
Area to be served by the proposed railway: Reference to 
the map issued by the Agricultural Department will show 
that of the great wheat belts and sheep country, the greater 
part is tapped by the Main Southern trunk line and its 
branches. The proposed line will bring the whole of this 
area 50 miles nearer a shipping port than at present, thereby 
providing an additional outlet to the port of Sydney for the 
shipment of wool, wheat, and other products. In the case 
of superphosphate to this large area the saving will be 
over 100 miles haulage. If it is submitted by the Railway 
Department that to encourage the primary industries this 
freight, 7.e., artificial manures, is carried at a loss, then 
the saving of 100 miles haulage becomes of additional 
importance, inasmuch as it not only will be the means of 
reducing the cost to the farmers, but will reduce the loss, 
if any, made by the Railway Department. It will be the 
means of releasing rolling stock much earlier than is at 
present practicable, and this will be an additional saving 
to the Railway Department. Urgent need for early con- 
struction of proposed line: It is submitted that the pro- 
posed cross-country railway connecting the Main South- 
ern trunk line and the Illawarra line should be constructed 
as early as possible, in the interest of the development of 
the State, for the reasons that:—(1) It will be the means 
of materially assisting the Government in carrying out 
its declared policy of decentralisation. (2) It will further 
assist the Government’s policy of establishing an im- 
portant shipping port at Port Kembla. It will be the 
means of greatly augmenting the revenue receivable by 
the Government in respect of the harbour and other 
business undertakings already established by the Govern- 
ment at Port Kembla. (3) It will be the means of bring- 
ing into existence lange new industries at Port Kembla, 
and also at inland centres such as Marulan and other 
places from which supplies of raw material will be drawn, 
with the resultant increase in population, new avenues of 
employment, and increased revenue to the State. (4) The 
proposed railway will be the means of doing away with, or 
at any rate greatly minimising, the present vexatious and 
costly delays and consequent lock-up of rolling stock and 
loss of revenue which takes place in handling the railway 
traffic at the present time to and from the Main Southern 
trunk line and Port Kembla via Sydney. Generally, it 
is submitted that this proposed cross-country railway, which 
will save at least 100 miles useless haulage through the 
greatly congested metropolitan area, should be constructed 
in the interest of the progress, prosperity, and future de- 
velopment of this important State of the Commonwealth. 
228. Do you wish to add anything further ?—Further 
evidence would be given in Sydney with regard to ship- 
ping and coal-mining activities, also with regard to tne 
tourist traffic, is 


229. In 1911 the Decentralisation Commission reported 
unfavourably on the proposed line from Moss Vale to Port 
Kembla on the ground that the traffie in coal and manu- 
factured commodities did not warrant its construction 
for decentralisation purposes. I notice in the figures which 
you have submitted that from 1912 to 1922 there has been 
am increase in the values of the various municipalities 
amounting to £909,594. I take it that your object in put- 
ting this information forward is to show that the position 
has materially altered since that statement was made by 
the Decentralisation Commission?—Ye. 1 advocated the 
claims of the railway at that time befor: —:> Decentralisa- 
tion Commission, and it was considered that although 
ihere was not sufficient freight. offering then the future 
freight offerimg would have warranted its construction. 
At that time there was only a small coke works at Port 
Kembla, and the only industrial works of any appreciable 
size were those of the Electrolytic Company. Simce then 
the Electrolytic Company’s works have been enlarged and 
their capacity doubled. In the interval Metal Manu- 
faetures, Limited, a new industry in Australia, has come 
into existence, and Australian Fertilisers, Limited, the 
Clladulla Silica Brickworks, the State stone-crushers, and 
the Government power-house have been established at Port 
Kembla. 

230. According to your statement, the unimproved values 
have increased by 90 per cent. during the past ten years. 
lf the preposed line is constructed would there be a similar 
increase during the next ten years?——I am confident that 
there would be. 
Works at Neweastle the population has considerably in- 
creased, and I am sure that with the establishment of steel 
works at Port Kembla a similar increase would take place 
there. During the past ten years Newcastle has increased 
by 55 per cent., or to a large extent than any part of 
Australia, ; 

231. Are you of the opinion that the harbour works at 
Port Kembla have been responsible for the development of 
industry there?—Yes. Following the inquiry by the De- 
centralisation Commission in 1911 the northern break- 
water was commenced and constructed, thus ensuring a 
safe harbour. Following that, the development which I 
have indicated has taken place. 

232. Do you consider that the further development of 
industry hinges upon the construction of the proposed line? 
—Ahsolutely. At the present time the South Coast gener- 
ally is retarded owing to the fact that the whole of its 
traffic from southern New South Wales has to come round 
via Sydney, which entails one hundred miles of unneces- 
sary haulage, when we take into consideration the fact 
that the length of the proposed railway from Miss Vale to 
Port Kembla is only 38 miles. JI have by me figures show- 
ing that delays for various periods up to nineteen days 
have oceurred through stuff from various parts of the 
State destined for our works having to be hauled through 
Sydney. In January last a truck from Newbridge took 
fourteen days to reach us, one from Wellington cight 
days, one from Peak Hill fourteen days. One truck load 
of limestone from Portland took six days to get here, and 
another nine days. A truck load of ore from Tottenham 
took six days to get to Port Kembla, and one from Molong 
nine days. These are not isolated cases. These delays 
occur all the time owing to the congestion in Sydney. 

233. Do you think that the transmission of these pro- 
duets would he accelerated if they did not have to be 
hauled through the metropolitan area?—Yes. I under- 
stand that most of the marshalling takes place within 20 
miles of Sydney, and that is where the delays occur. If 
the traffic for Port Kembla came right through from Moss 
Vale these delays would be saved and the rolling stock 
would be released much earlier than it is. It would be an 
important factor so far as the Railway Commissioners are 
concerned if trucks were released earlier. 

234. The construction of a railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla would divert a certain amount of traffic from 
the existing lines, but you stated that the increase in 
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population which would result from the establishment of 
new industries here would more than make up for the 
traflic which would be diverted from the existing lines ’— 
That is what I intended to convey. According to the 
report of the Railway Commissioners, the Sydney-Kiama 
line pays, and if the present population is largely in- 
creased it ought to pay still better. Larger quantities of 
food-stuffs and domestic requirements would be needed 
by a bigger population, and their carriage, to say nothing 
of the extra passenger traffic, would create additional 
revenue which would more than compensate for any 
trafic which would be diverted from Sydeny by the pro- 
posed line. 


235. You stated that with the continued increase in the 
population. of the South Coast it was becoming more neces- 
sary every year in the public interest to provide means 
whereby the lower-paid employees could get away with 
their families from the coastal climate to the tablelands. 
You also said that if the proposed line were constructed 
the fare from Wollongong to Robertson would be only 
2s. 1d. Do you not think that there would also be a ten- 
dency on the part of people of more substantial means to 
build homes in the country if quick means of transit were 
available ?—I am sure that that would be done. The dis- 
tance from Wollongong to Robertson by the proposed line 
is approximately 26 miles, and the second-class fare for 
26 miles is 2s. ld. I submit that in the public interest it 
is most essential that a large number of the citizens of 
the State who are engaged in the coal-mining and other 
industries on the coast, where they are subjectetd to severe 
climatic changes, should have facilities for visiting the 
tableland to recouperate their health at a small expendi- 


ture. The proposed line would afford them that oppor- 
tunity. ‘The Robertson, Moss Vale, and Mittagong dis- 


tricts are sanatoriums, and possess wonderful scenic attrac- 
tions. If this line is built the people of the coast will be 
able to reach an altitude of over 2,000 feet within an hour 
at the slight cost of 2s. 1d. That is a point that should be 
taken into consideration. If a man now wants to take his 
femily to Mess Vale he has to travel from Port Kembla to 
Sydney and then go on to Moss Vale, the second-class fare 
being 16s., which is beyond the reach of the majority of 
working people. 


236. You said that over £820,000 had been spent on the 
harbour works at Port Kemblt. Do you think that the 
works which have been established at Port Kembla up to 
date justify that expenditure!—Absolutely. It is in the 
centre of one of our most important coal-mining districts, 
and the colleries should have a port from which to ship 
their coal direct. Moreover, the industries which are 
established there are most suitable for a port of that kind. 
They require to get coal as cheaply as possible and to have 
free access to the sea and the railways. Quite apart from 
the construction of the proposed line, I think one of the 
wisest things ever done by a Government was the establish- 
ment of Port Kembla harbour. That the money expended 
has been well spent will be shown by the information 
which will be supp! ed by the Public Works Department. 
The increase in the revenue derived by the Government 
from the harbour has been extraordinary during recent 
years. 


237. Do you think the proposed line is necessary to 
make Port Kembla harbour what it ought to be?—Looking 
at the matter from the business point of view, I do not 
see any possibility of the Government receiving an adequate 
return for the large amount of money expended on Port 
Kembla unless the proposed line is built as a feeder for 
the harbour. The Government has committed itself to the 
expenditure of £1,000,000 to provide a safe harbour with 
the necessary equipment for loading ships. Then there 
is the quesiton of interest and upkeep, and to meet them 
it is absolutely necessary that the proposed railway should 
be constructed. It is essential that additional industries 
should be established at Port Kembla, and I am positive 
that new industries will not be established there unless 
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Port Kembla is connected by rail with the interior of 
New South Wales. Moreover, Port Kembla is the natural 
outlet for the more important part of the State. 


238. You are of the opinion that the proposed line, if 
constructed, would pay within a reasonable space of time? 
—J] feel certain of that. 

239. Mr. Burve.] Your view is that the natural corollary 
to the development of the port should be the construction 
of this line?—Yes, I think the railway to Moss Vale 
should have been built at the same time as the harbour. 
That measure should have been taken to provide revenue 
for the port. The construction of the railway would not 
only encourage the establishment of new industries, but 
it would increase the activities of the industries already 
established at Port Kembla. 


240. In what way would it increase the activities of the 
industries already established there?—It would encourage 
the development of the ore bodies on the southern line 
and its branches, and those ores would be railed to Port 
Kembla for treatment at the Electrolytic Company’s 
works. 

241. What is the farthest point on the southern line 
from which the Electrolytic Company receives ores ?— 
Right along the southern line from Albury and from the 
branch lines. 

242. Where does the greatest quantity come from ?— 
We have received comparatively little from the southern 
line lately. It would not amount to more than 2,000 tons 
a year. Previously ores came from Kangiara, near Yass, 
and Lobb’s Hole at Cooma. JI have been engaged in the 
mining and smelting industry for twenty-nine years, and 
I was in the southern district for a number of years. I 
know of many deposits there which J feel certain would 
be worked if the freight were reduced by 5s. per ton, as it 
would be if the line from Moss Vale to Port Kembla were 
built. Those ores would be sent over the proposed railway 
to Port Kembla for treatment. The saving of 5s. a ton 
in haulage would make all the difference. The Electrolytic 
Company would also be able to get its limestone at a lower 
cost, and that would be one of the contributing factors 
which would enable the company to reduce its treatment 
charges to the miner. 


243. What quantity of limestone does the Electrolytic 
Company get from Marulan?—The quantity of limestone 
needed depends upon the quantity of ore that has to be 
treated. Under normal conditions we use 5,000 or 6,000 
tons a year, but at present we are using only 2,000 or 3,000 
tons per annum. 

244, What about Metal Manufactures, Limited ?—Metal 
Manufactures is an adjunct cf the Electrolytic Company. 
Mr. Greenwood mentioned that a large amount of the 
product of Metal Manufactures—6,000 or 7,000 tons a 
year—was consumed in New South Wales, and it is safe 
to say that a large proportion of it would be used in the 
southern half cf the State. Most of it is used by the 
Government, and there would be a saving in freight on 
consignments for the southern part of New South Wales 
There would also be a saving to the primary preducers in 
the haulage of superphosphates. ) 


245. Which would be the biggest contributing factor to 
the revenue of the proposed line, existing or projected in- 
dustries ?—Projected industries. 


246. Do you think there is a prospect of this line paying 
within a reasonable space of time?’—Contingent on the 
establishment of the ircn and steel works at Port Kembla, 
I think there is no doubt about its paying. 

247. As a business proposition, you would not feel justi- 
fied in advocating the construction of the line unless new 
works were established ?—Even then I would say yes. 

248. Do you honestly think that the line would pay 
even if new works were not started?—I do not think it 
would pay for some years, but I feel sure that new indus- 
tries would be started if the line were built. 


249. Contingent on Hoskin’s establishing steel works at 
Port Kembla, the line would pay ?—Yes. 


250. Mr. Dee.| Is the concensus of opinion at Wollon- 
gong and Port Kembla in favour of the proposed line 
taking off from the main southern line at Moss Vale in- 
stead of Bowral?—The meeting of delegates—and each 
delegate represented some important organisation—at 
Moss Vale decided to leave the question of route in the 
hands of the Railway Commissioners entirely, and if they 
decided that Bowral was the most suitable place for the 
take-off our organisation would be quite satisfied. 


251. Mr. Travers.| Attached to the official evidence sub- 
mitted by the Under Secretary for Public Works, Mr. 
Cooper, is an appendix signed by yourself in which you 
submit figures showing the estimated minimum tonnage 
per annum that might be expected if the proposed line 
were constructed. You state that 240,000 tons of coal and 
coke would be carried over the Moss Vale-Port Kembla 
railway from the Illawarra mines to Picton and stations 
south of Picton. Upon what data did you frame that 
estimate?’—That information was given to me by the 
Southern Coal Owners’ Association. JI might mention 
that Sir Frederick Waley has been appointed by that asso- 
ciation to give evidence before the Committee in Sydney, 
and he will deal with the question of coal-mining and 
mining timber. 


252. Can you say whether any of the South Coast coal 
finds its way over the main southern line from Picton 
south?—A statement which bears the signature of Mr. 
Morris, the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, 
shows that for the months of August, September, and 
October last year 6,912 tons of coal went from the South 
Coast to stations south of Moss Vale. That evidence, 
which is subject to alteration, will be given officially in 
Sydney. .. 

253. In the statement which you submitted this morning 
you say: 


At the present time, to get to Moss Vale, about 39 miles 
distant by air line, he would have to travel 51 miles to 
Sydney, change trains, and travel a further 90 miles, the 
second-class fare being 16s. If the proposed line is con- 
structed the fare from Wollongong to Robertson would only 
be 2s, 1d. 


Why do you take Robertson as the terminal point?— 
Because I consider that Robertson would be the most 
suitable place for the industrial population to spend a 
holiday on account of its many attractions. The Belmore, 
Carrington, and Fitzroy Falls are within a few miles, also 
a most wonderful look-out from the mountain. If the 
proposed line is constructed, I have no doubt that Robert- 
con will be the tourist centre. 


254. What is the distance from Wollongong to Robertson 
by road?’—About 80 miles. 


255. What is the coach fare?—There is no regular ser- 
vice. It would cost at least £2 to go there by motor-car. 


256. Mr. Mahony.] Do you think wool is likely to be 
exported from Port Kembla?’—lI think it will ‘be later on 
if the proposed line is constructed. In Queensland wool 
is shipped from Townsville as well as from Brisbane, and 
there is no reason why it should not be shipped from 
another centre in New South Wales besides Sydney. 


257. Are not the foreign buyers concentrated in the 
capitals?—Yes, but wool is sold largely on samples. If 
wool or wheat were shipped to Port Kembla from the 
interior samples could be taken to Sydney, and the stuff 
could be sold on those samples. Mr. Paxton, the President- 
of the Chamber of Commerce, will be giving evidence on 
this proposal in Sydney, and his opinion can be obtained. 
It is my personal opinion that Port Kembla is a con- 
venient place for the shipment of wool. Steamers have te 
come to Port Kembla for bunker coal, and while they were 
bunkering they could be loading cargo. The loading appli- 
ances at Port Kembla are equal to any in Australia. 


Joseph Waples, engine-driver, Unanderra, sworn, and 
examined :— 


258. Mr. Burke.|] Will you please state your views with 
respect to this proposal ?—TI am of the opinion that a better 
grade could be obtained if the proposed line were deviated 
somewhat to the north so that it would strike Robertson 
in as straight a line as possible. If that were done a grade 
of 1 in 45 could be got. I am afraid that if the line is 
built as proposed a push-up engine will have to be employed 
to assist trains over the mountain. The deviation I have 
marked on the map would strike the proposed line near 
the top of the mountain. J would also suggest that the 
Southern Coal Company’s old line should be taken over, 
as it would give access to at least three collieries whose 
coal could be hauled over it. 

259. Did you get into touch with the surveyors when 
they were going over the route of the proposed line, and 
point out to them the deviation you have suggested ?—No. 
{ heard the surveyors had been over the route, but I feel 
that they failed to get the best one. 

260. Are you aware that Mr. Hoskins sent his own 
surveyor over the proposed route three times to see if he 
could not get a better grade, but he was unable to do so?— 
IT am not aware of that. 

261. Apart altogether from the deviation you have 
suggested, are you in favour of the construction of a rail- 
way from Moss Vale to Port Kembla ?’—Yes. 

262. Do you consider it would pay ?—Yes. 

263. Ilow far are the three collieries you spoke of from 
the existing line?— or 4 miles. 

264. By whom are they owned?—-One is owned by 
Messrs. Wiley and Meares, the other by Messrs. Hyde and 
Stokes, and the third by Messrs. John Holterman and Son. 

965. How far from your deviation would these collieries 
be?—Messrs. Hyde and Stokes’ colliery would be about 2 
chains from the proposed deviation. 

266. How far would the proposed line be from that 
colliery 2—About 5 chains. 

267. Do you think these collieries would provide freight 
for the proposed railway ?—Yes. 

268. Ilow do they get their coal away now!—They are 
not producing any coal; they are new mines, and are in 
tlie developmental stages. J understand that they put a 
bore down at the back of South Kembla and struck a seam 
7 feet 6 inches wide. 

269. Mr. Dee.| Would the deviation you have suggested 
lengthen the line?—It would probably lengthen it by 1 or 
13 miles. : 

270. Chairman.| Have you a personal interest in this 
deviation 2—None whatsoever. Looking at the line from 
the industrial point of view, we have at Dapto a new coal- 
mining industry springing up. Also Mr. Marsh has taken 
tp a big area of land at Berrima, where a 12 feet seam of 
eoal has been found. This coal would be shipped at Port 
Kembla, or the biggest part of it. Then we have the 
economy point of view. Tf the new line were constructed 
where surveyed, it would retard the working of the main 
line, especially in view of the fact the portion of line from 
where the new linc strikes the main line to Mt. Drum- 
mond, is only a single line. This would have to he made a 
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double line, or else a new line constructed across Berkeley 
to link up at the S eurve on the commission line leading to 
Port Kembla. This would incur a big expenditure. Owing 
to the congestion of the Wollongong yard and Port 
Kembla line it would be preferable to take over the 
Southern Coal Company’s old line, thus having a direct 
route from the mountain to Port Kembla. This old line 
could be pwt in order with very little cost, inasmuch as 
there are about seven or eight bridges which are of a 
wooden structure; four of these could be replaced with 
Monier pipes. The deviation I have suggested would strike 
the proposed line near Messrs. Hyde and Stokes’ colliery, 
and would probably lenghten the proposed line by 24 miles. 


Alderman Robert Shipp, Mayor of Central Illawarra, Port 
Kembla, sworn, and examined :— 

271. Mr. Travers.) You wish to give evidence on this 
proposal¢’—I do. The unimproved capital value of Port 
Kembla has increased by 100 per cent. during the last ten 
years, and, in my opinion, that increase is entirely due to 
the construction of harbour works and the establishment 
of big industries which give employment to large numbers 
of men. If the proposed line is built new industries will 
be established. Practically the whole of the residents of 
Port Kembla are working people, and facilities should be 
provided to enable them to go to the tableland to recuper- 
ate their health at a minimum eost. J] am a storekeeper 
at Port Kembla, and J have chaff consigned to me from 
Kocrawatha, and, owing to the congestion in Sydney, it 
often takes seven days for a consignment to reach me. 
Frequently consignments have reached me in a damaged 
condition owing to their having been exposed to the 
weather. If the proposed line were built that chaff would 
reach me sooner, the liability to damage would be reduced 
300 per cent., and the freight would be lower. I am now 
paying about 17s. a ton freight, but if the railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla were constructed there would 
be an appreciable saving because the haulage distance 
would be reduced by 100 miles. I am here to represent 
my council, which is unanimously in favour of the con- 
struction of the proposed cross-country railway. 

272. Do many of the workingmen who reside at Port 
Kembla go to the tableland to recupearte their health ?— 
TI must admit that the number is not great, but if the 
proposed railway were built it would be gradually in- 
creased. A man earning £4 a week is not in a position to 
pay long-distance train fares, but if the fare was within 
his reach, as it would be if this line were built, he would 
be able to visit the mountains. 

273. How long have you lived in Port Kembla?—T have 
resided in the district for forty-one years. JI remember 
when there were only two residents in Port Kembla. At 
present there are 325 houses in Port Kembla, which har 
developed since the inception of the Electrolytic Cony 
pany’s works. Building applications come before the coun- 
cil every meeting, and at the present time thirteen new 
houses are in course of construction, whilst others are 
waiting for material. 
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FRIDAY 20 JOLY 1923. 
[The Committee met in the School of Arts, Robertson. | 
resent :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 


Franois MicnuarL, Burke, Esq. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 


Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committe? proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 


Alderman Francis George Hayes, Mayor of Moss Vale, 
sworn, and examined :— 


274. Chairman.] The Committee will be pleased to hear 
your views on this proposal?—I wish to present some 
figures with regard to the perishable goods from the 
Robertson district which are trucked at Moss Vale sta- 
tion. In 1920-21 the quantity of cabbages and cauli- 
flowers sent to Moss Vale station from this district was 
6,884 tons; in 1921-22, which was a very dry season, 4,857 
tons; 1929-9 -23, 6,857 tons. The average for the past three 
years was about 6,000 tons a year, or about 1,000 truck- 
loads per annum, The municipality and town of Moss 
Vale consumes about 1,500 tons of coal per annum. 
The vegetables grown ete are consigned to Sydney—they 
used to truck as much at Bowral as at Moss Vale—but 
if the proposed railway were built the bulk of them would 
go to Port Kembla, which will soon be a city. There they 
would find a ready market. There would be a great sav- 
ing in haulage, and the number of handlings would be 
reduced to the minimum, thus cheapening the product to 
the consumer. The difference in haulage would be 40 
miles as against 140 miles. T live near the railway at 
Moss Vale, and daily I see truckloads of mining props 
going through for the South Coast collieries. If they 
could be sent right through from Moss Vale to Port 
Kembla a great saving would be effected. Above Moss 
Vale there are many orchards growing thousands of acres 
of apples, which cannot be produced on the coast, and if 
the proposed line were built that fruit would find a ready 
market in the South Coast towns. 


275. Can you say whether the district is capable of 
greater development as regards vegetable growing ?—I can 
safely say that the production of vegetables would be 
doubled if the proposed railway were constructed, because 
there are hundreds of acres of good cabbage-growing land 
which cannot be utilised at the present time on account of 
the long haul to the existing railway. A few years ago 
some cabbage-growers had to cease operations owing to the 
eost of haulage. 


276. You said that the bulk of the vegetables erown ‘here 
would go to Port Kembla if the proposed line were con- 
structed; Port Kembla could not consume the whole of 
your production ’—Port Kembla, ‘Wollongong, and the 
other South Coast towns would readily absorb our pro- 
ducts, especially in the summer, when they cannot grow 
vegetables or fruit on the coast. 


277. If the proposed line were ‘built, do you think you 
would be able to send any of your products by sea to 
Victoria ?—Nearly every year Victoria sends cabbages and 
other products to our market, and I do not see why we 
could not send similar products to Victoria when there is 
a demand for them. 


278. Would coal be used in larger quantities in this dis- 
trict if it were cheapened as the result of a shorter haul 2— 
Yes. In Moss Vale we are paying £2 a ton for coal, and 
no doubt if it were cheaper a larger quantity would be 
used. Firewood is very dear. 

279. Mr. Burke.| What are you paying for firewood now ? 
—About 28s. per ton. 


280. Where does your coal come from?—The Moss Vale 
Council gets all its coal from Port Kembla. 

281. Is this district suitable for the growing of potatoes ? 
—lIt is. 


282. Are potatoes being grown to any extent at the 
present time?’—No; they have not been grown during the 
past few years on account of the cost of haulage. 

283. Do you think a big impetus would be given to 
potato-growing if you had direct railway communication 
with Port Kembla?’—I feel certain it would. 

284. Does it not pay to grow potatoes for the Sydney 
market ’—Sometimes it does. During the past year or two 
it has paid. Up to recent years potatoes were very cheap, 
and the farmers stopped growing them. During the past 
two or three years potatoes have been grown very little. 

285. Do you think that potatoes grown in this district 
eould pomp with Tasmanian potatoes in the Sydney 
market?—I fail to see why they could not. 

286. What is the cost of haulage from Robertson to 
Moss Vale¢—From 25s. to 30s. per ton. 

287. Is not the Sydney potato market regularly supplied 
from Tasmania?—I suppose that the supplies from Tas- 
mania have a big bearing on the market, but I do not see 
what there is to prevent us from competing with the Tas- 
manian potatoes. 

288. Do you think that the country which would be 
served by the proposed line is suitable for closer settle- 
ment?—A good deal of it is fairly closely settled, but the 
country is not put to the use it should be on account of 
there being no proper access to market. More intense 
farming would follow the construction of the proposed 
railway. The district has been neglected to a great ex- 
tent. With the bad seasons the blackberries and the 
rabbits came in, but if we had a railway the land would be 
eleaned up and put into production. 

289. What effect do you think the proposed joule 
would have on Robertson as a health resort—A very big 
effect indeed. It is an ideal health resort. 

290. You think that the railway would develop the town 
and district of Robertson?—I do. With a railway this 
would be a great tourist district. People would be able to 
make the round trip from Sydney to Wollongong, across 
to Moss Vale, and back to Sydney. A lot of week-enders, 
who could not stand the expense of a lengthy stay, would 


be attracted. 


291. What effect would the railway have on land values 
—It would improve them. 

292. What is the average value of land in the Robert: 
son -district’—There is some land that is worth £380 pa 
acre and other land not worth £5 an aere, but you could 
put down the average at from £25 per acre. 

293. Mr. Drwmmond.| How does the country in the 
vicinity of Robertson compare with the country between 
Robertson and Moss Vale—is it of the same quality right 
through ?—No; the country in the vicinity of Robertson is 
better than that between Robertson and Moss Vale. 
Around Robertson we have the choicest of soil, 

294. What is the area of the holdings in the yicinity 
of Robertson’—From 50 to 400 acres. 

295. I wanted a general idea as to how far the influence 
of the Great Southern line extends in this direetion, and 
what extra development might be expected if the proposed 
line were constructed ’—I have no doubt that the country 
from Moss Vale right on to Robertson would be very 
closely settied. The holdings are small, very few of them 
being over 500 acres. No doubt the 500-aere holdings 
would be cut up if the railway were built. 

296. You consider that there would be a considerable 
expansion of settlement if this line were built ?—I do. 
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297. How far from the railway do you consider vegetable 
growing could be carried on suecessfully?—It does not 
pay to cart over 6 or 8 miles. 

298. Mr, Travers.] What is the distance from Robertson 
to Moss Vale by road ?—14 miles. 

299. You said that the cost of cartage from Robertson 
to Moss Vale was from 25s. to 30s. per ton. That works 
out at 2s. per ton per mile. Do you consider that charge 
excessive /—When you consider that it could be done for 
10s. with a railway it is excessive, 

300. Is the produce carried by motor-lorries?—Some by 
motor-lorries and some by teams. The cabbages are mostly 
carried by horse teams. Most of the milk is carried by 
motor-lorries. 

301. What is the average area of the vegetable farms 
in this district ?—In a good season a man can do well on 
10 acres. 

302. Do the farmers go in for vegetable-growing as a 
side line, or do they go in for it exclusively?—At Burra- 
wang a considerable number of farmers grow nothing else 
but eabbages. You could not engage in dairying, farming, 
and cabbage-growing at the same time, because the work 
would be too heavy. 

303. In the event of the railway from Moss Vale to Port 
Kembla being constructed, where do you think your best 
market would be—along the main southern line or in the 
direction of the South Coast?—For vegetables I think our 
best market would be the South Coast. 

304. Do any of the vegetables grown in this district find 
a market in the South Coast towns now ?—I could not say. 
I have no doubt that in the summer cabbages and cauli- 
flowers grown here find their way from Sydney to the 
South Coast. Our fruit, such as apples, is sent to Sydney, 
thence to the South Coast. 


305. Does any of it go by road to the South Coast ?— 
Not at the present time. Some of the growers on the 
southern side of Robertson carted cabbages to the South 
Coast a few years ago, but it took them two or three days 
to get down the mountain. 

306. In the event of the construction of this line, do 
you think that the Moss Vale district would become a 
competitor with the Robertson district for the vegetable 
trade of the South Coast?—I do not think so, because 
cabbage is not so much grown around Moss Vale as it is 
around Robertson. What is grown around Moss Vale 
would yery likely go on to Sydney. 

307. Mr. Mahony.] Is the coal which is used in the Moss 
Vale district South Coast coal?—I think so. 

308. Where are the truck loads of mining props that 
you spoke of obtained?—-At Wingello, between Moss Vale 
and Goulburn. 


Phillip Aloysius Quirk, dairy-farmer, Robertson, sworn, 
and examined :— 

809. Mr. Mahony.] Do you wish to make a statement in 
connection with this proposal’—Yes. The area of the 
Robertson district is 50,000 acres of rich voleanic soil, 
well watered, and divided into 300 holdings, the average 
area of which is 166 acres. The population is 2,000. 
Although situated from 12 to 16 miles from a railway, 
this district holds pride of place in the vegctable-growing 
industry, being the main supplier of the Sydney market. 
The area under crop is increasing year by year. There are 
now 250 acres under cabbages and cauliflowers, producing 
~ over 50,000 tons, or about 2,000,000 head, per annum. 
Owing to the cost of haulage to Moss Vale and the difti- 
culty of getting them to market 1,000 tons are not mar- 
keted and are allowed to rot in the field. Six months of 
the year about thirty horse teams, consisting of from two 
to four horses each, are daily engaged hauling veeetables 
to Moss Vale. At present it takes fully a working day 
and a half to make the journey, and it is difficult to get 
men to work such long hours. If the proposed railway 
were constructed, half the number of horses and ten men 
could, in a working day of eight hours, comfortably haul 
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this produce to the line, and time of the other men and 
horses who are now on the road could be profitably em- 
pleyed in the fields. It costs from 28s. to 30s. per ton 
to have vegetables carried to Moss Vale, but if we had the 
railway they would ke carricd to Moss Vale for 3s. 6d. 
per ton, and to Wollongong for 5s. 4d. With the reduced 
cost of carriage which would be brought about by the 
railway the growers would be £4,000 per annum in pocket, 
because they would save £1 per ton cartage on 4,000 tons 
of produce. Owing to these perishables having to be 
hauled from 14 to 16 miles in the sun, they deteriorate, 
which means loss to the grower. The population of 
Sydney is increasing rapidly every year, and as time goes 
on the demand for vegetables will become greater and 
greater. I venture to say that the first year the proposed 
line was in operation 10,000 tons of vegetables would be 
marketed from this district, and we would be able to 
supply Sydney and the South Coast towns with cheaper 
vegetables. The whole of this district is suitable for 
vegetable-growing and the supply would be only limited by 
the demand. With regard to the financial aspect of the 
proposed railway, I’ might point out that 4,000 tons of 
cauliflowers and cabbages, which would be railed to Moss 
Vale, would, at 3s. 6d. a ton, produce a revenue of £700. 
The 1,000 tons that are now allowed to rot in the pad- 
docks would be railed to Wollongong, and at 5s. 4d. per 
ton, would yield a revenue of £266. The total revenue, 
therefore, which would be derived from this source would 
be £966. According to the police return there are 100 
acres under potatoes in the district. The police do not 
record any area under 1 acre, but, as there are 260 farms 
in the district, and each farmer, to my own knowledge 
grows from half to three-quarters of an acre of potatoes, 
fully another 500 tons are produced. Two hundred acres 
would produce 1,000 tons, and this quantity, freighted 
over the 26 miles to Port Kembla, would, at 4s. 8d. per 
ton, produce a revenue of £333. The possibilities as 
regards potato-growing in this district are great, because 
the loose, greasy, voleanie soil is capable of yielding 
enormous crops. For instance, 6 acres on Mr. Swan’s 
property at Wilde’s Meadow yielded 6 tons to the acre; 
6 acres on Mr. Derrick’s property at Burrawang yielded 
63 tons to the acre; Mr. Johnson, of Wilde’s Meadow, 
produced 150 Chapman sacks, or 9 tons to the acre, whilst 
Mr. Harry Mackie, of Robertson, produced 11 tong to the 
acre. : 

310. Is that the average yield for the district?—No, the 
average yield would be about 5 tons to the acre. The soil 
is suitable for growing potatoes, and if we had a railway 
ve could cut the Tasmanian potatoes out. Kitehen vege- 
tables, peas, beans, turnips, and fruit grow splendidly here, 
and would produce a revenue of at least £150 per annum 
for the railway. With regard to pig-raising, the number 
of pigs recorded by the Government Statistician for this 
district is 233, but those figures were collected in July, 
when all the milk is sent to Sydney, and there is no 
surplus on the farms to feed the pigs. Those 233 would 
by breeding sows, and not fat pigs. Our dairy by-products, 
used for fat calves and pigs, would produce a revenue 
of £200 for the railway. The cost of carrying the mails 
from Moss Vale to Robertson is £350 per annum, and as 
that is paid by the Federal Government I take it that that 
revenue would be diverted to the proposed railway. The 
carriage of sundry parcels, &e., would produce a revenue 
of about £100 per annum. 2,000 tons of stores and mer- 
chandise are required annually, and at the average rate of 
16s. ¢d. per ton this would produce a revenue of £1,650 
per annum. With regard to passenger traffic, assuming 
that twenty persons made the return journey from Robert- 
son to ‘Moss Vale daily they would yield a revenue of 
£1,277 per year at 3s. 6d. per head. To the south of Robert- 
son, within 7 miles of the proposed railway, are 7,000 
acres of disused land, which was taken up in 1865 under 
the Free Settlement Act. Fruit Inspector Waters, wha 
hes had twenty years’ experience, visited this country 
and reported on it, and stated that it was highly suitable 
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for subdivision for fruit-growing and intense culture. The 
land would readily bring £4 per acre if offered for sale, 
and would bring many new settlers into the district. 

311. You consider that that land is suitable for settle- 
ment ?—I do. 

312. With regard to the 50,000 acres which you said 
were comprised in the Robertson district, within what 
radius of the proposed railway are those 50,000 acres ?— 
About 6 miles on either side of it. 

313. All the information you have given has been in 
connection with those 50,000 acres?’—Yes. 

314. Do you consider that you would get a fair market 
on the South Coast for your vegetable?—I do. 

315. Do you know of your own knowledge whether any 
of the vegetables grown in this district reach the South 
Coast through Sydney ?—A large quantity of vegetables 
grown in this district reach the South Coast. My brother 

was an agent in Sydney, and J often heard him speak of it. 

316. What do you consider would be a fair living area 
for a man growing vegetables ?’—20 acres. 

317. Are there any large holdings in the district, say, 
from 800 to 1,000 acres ?—-Not one. 

318. You stated that it took a team one and a half days 
to travel 14 miles. Is not that rather slow progress ?—It is 
not. I have driven a team and I wasted no time, and it 

took eleven or twelve hours to lead, unload, and travel the 
_ distance. 

319. What. would a team carry ?—From 25 ewt. to 2 tons. 

320. Is there any competition between the teams ?—Not 
much; they do not lke the twelve hours’ work. 

321. Do you get your general merchandise from Sydney ? 
—Yes. 

322. If the proposed railway were built would you get it 
from the South Coast ?—It is rather difficult to say. Owing 
to the congestion on the Great Southern line J think we 

would get it via the coast. 

323. You think that there would be a traffic for mer- 
chandise from Sydney via the South Coast to Robertson 
if the proposed railway were built 2—Yes. 

324. If the growers here increase the production of cab- 
bages to 10,000 tons per annum where would you find a 
market for them?—In Sydney and on the South Coast. I 
have sent eabbages to Rockhampton. 

525. Do Victorian cabbages come into the Sydney mar- 
ket ?—Very little; they cannot compete against us. 

326. You are quite sure that there are no big holdings 
in the Robertson district?—Quite sure. Chief Justice 
Cullen’s people have about 770 acres here. 

327. M. Doc.] Of the 50,000 acres you referred to, how 
much of it would be potato-growing country ?—About 
30,000 acres. There is a belt of chocolate country here, 10 
miles square, all of which is suitable for potato-growing. 

328. The potato yield here is considerably above the 
average ¢—Yes. 

329. How far does the potato country extend from 
Robertson towards Moss Vale?—About 5 miles. 

330. The potato-growing country would be about 9 miles 
from Moss Vale?—9 or 10 miles. 

331. Do the growers find a cartage of 10 miles a very 
serious handicap ’—Some of them are 12 miles from Moss 
Vale, and that is a serious handicap. 

332. What do you consider a reasonable charge to ¢.rt 
potatoes to the existing railway ?—About £1 per ton. 

333. Potatoes have been very dear during the past two 
years ?—-Yes. 

334. I presume that the potato-growers here have had 
comparatively good harvests ?—Yes. 

335. Have the high prices induced people to put greater 
areas under crop ?!—Yes. 

336. What additional area has been put under potatoes? 
—TI have no idea; but I know that many of the men who 
grow vegetables have extended their areas. 

387. Do any of the growers haul their own produce to 
Moss Vale?—Some of them have their own horse teams. 


388. Does it cost them from 25s. to 803. per ton to cart 
their produce with their own teams?—It does when you 
consider the cost of waggons, harness, horses, and feed. 

339. Do you grow chaff in this district ?—Yes. 

340. If the proposed railway were constructed, would a 
reasonable quantity of potatoes be sent to the eoast?—We 
all expect that. 

341. Is there much dairying here?—Yes. 

342. Are there any butter factories?—There is a fine 
butter factory at Moss Vale. 

343. All the cream would go there in any ease ?—Yes. 

344. Would the cream be carried on the proposed rail- 
way or would it be gathered by the motor lorries and taken 
to Moss Vale?—LEvery ean of it would be carried on the 
railway. 

345. It would be brought from the various farms to the 
railway ?—Yes. 

346. Mr. Drummond.| If the proposed line were built, 
would the people of this district avail themselves of the 
opportunity of going to the seaside?—I think so. I might 
mention that as a tourist resort Robertson will become 
famous. If the railway were built the people living on the 
highlands would go to the coast, and the people on the 
coast would come here. 

347. Mr. Travers.| You estimate that 5,000 tons of cab- 
bags represent about 2,000,000 head. How many cab- 
bages are grown to the acre¢’—From 7,000 to 8,000. 

348. In an average season what would they be worth ?— 
About £50,000 at the least. 

349. What would that cabbage-growing land be worth on 
the average!’—About £100 per acre. 

350. Is that the market value of it?--Yes. 

351. What would an acre of cabbages be worth to the 
grower ?—About £50. The expenses are very heavy on 
account of haulage. 

352. Would not a return of £50 per acre pay him under 
existing conditions?—It does pay him. The cost of 
haulage limits the acreage. 

353. But you have considered the cost of haulage in the 
return of £50 per acre?—Yes. It is difficult to get men 
to take on the haulage work. 

354. What would be the value of unimproved land that 
would produce that result?—About £25 per acre. 

355. How far south of Robertson would you expect the 
proposed line to draw traffic?—7 or 8 miles. 

8356. Would that be meen its limit ?—Yes. 

357. {3 cnat as far as a man could profitably grow vege- 
tables from a railway pie 

358. If you take a 6-miles radius around Robertson, the 
50,000 acres you referred to would be within reasonable 
access of the Main Southern line?—Yes. But all that 
country has not got volcanic soil. 

359. Does the country to the south of Robertson com- 
pare favourably with the country immediately adjacent to 
the town?’—Most of it does. 

360. As you go towards the coast, does the country 
deteriorate?—It is similar to the country hereabouts. 
Right out to the Macquarie Pass the soil is vyoleanie. 


William Rutter Hindmarsh, dairy-farmer, Robertson, 
sworn, and examined :— 


361. Mr. Travers.| You desire to give evidence in sup- 
port of this proposal?’—Yes, from the point of view of the 
dairy industry. There are about 5,000 dairy cows in the 
district which would be served by the proposed line. They 
are scattered through Robertson, Kangaloon, Burrawang, 
and the different parts of the district. In the summer 
the product of these cows goes away partly in the form 
of milk and partly in the form of cream, and in the 
winter in the form of milk only. If we had railway comi- 
munication the number of dairy cows would be consider- 
ably increased. A lot of the land here is used for grazing 
sheep simply because the cost of cartage is too heavy. 
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Some years ago a number of dairy-farmers went in for 
sheep and allowed their lands to deteriorate, and it is only 
the reduction of the freight to Sydney that will encourage 
them to start dairy farming again. The 5,000 cows 
I refererd to yield on the average about 24 gallons of milk 
per cow per day all the year. A freight of 10d. per can would 
produce a revenue of £6,000 to £7,000 a year for the rail- 
way. ‘'enpence is the charge for carrying cream on the 
railways for distances of from 14 to 20 miles. Two-thirds 
of the progeny of these cows would find its way to Sydney 
as veal. A fair number of pigs are raised during the year. 
In New Zaeland the artificial grasses are top-dressed to 
increase the output, and if we had a railway through this 
district the land would be top-dressed to help the crops 
and the grasses. For this purpose lime would be required, 
and thousands and thousands of tons of it would be 
brought into the district by the railway. The Robertson 
district is noted for its healthy cattle. Very few of the 
cows here are subject to tuberculosis, and that is the reason 
why the milk from this part of the State is so much sotight 
after in the Sydney market. 

362. On what area of country are the 5,000 dairy cows 
you refer to being grazed?—It extends to about 7 miles 
trom Moss Vale. 

363. What is the average size of the dairy farms?— 
From 40 to about 820 acres. 

364. Would a man holding 320 acres go in. for dairying 
exclusively —In many cases he would. 

365. Taking the country within a 6-mile radius of 
Robertson, and leaving out the northern part, which is 
adjacent to the catchment area, how many acres of that 
country do you think would be suitable for dairying ?— 
Some of the catchment area is being used for daitying at 
the present time. 

366. Not much of it?—A fair area. 

367. Take the land within a 6-mile radius of Robertson, 
how much of it would be suitable for dairying?—It is all 
good dairying country. 

_ 868. What is the value of dairying land under existing 
conditions ?—From £10 to £35 per acre. 

869. Given railway facilities, would the dairy-farms 
which now range from 40 to 820 acres be reduced in area? 
-—The larger areas would be reduced. 

3870. What would be a fair avegare?—IFrom 100 to 150 
aeres. 

871. You stated that a good deal of the country wag 
being used for sheep. Is this good country for rai#ing 
sheep ?—No. 

872. Then, why do they keep sheep on it?’—Simply be- 
cause the living is easy. 

373. What is the area of the holdings on which sheep 
are being run?—The largest is about 500 acres. Sheep are 
being grazed on one or two places only. They were grazed 
on more holdings some time ago. 

874. Is there a butter factory in the district?—There is 
one at Moss Vale and one in course of erection at Bowr ral. 
There was a factory at Robertson, but it wag closed on 
account of the district factory at Moss Vale taking the 
cream. ; 

375. We have it in evidence that in 1922 the quantity 
of butter produced in this district was 273,451 Ib. Given 
railway facilities, would there be a large increase in the 
production of butter ?—Yes. 

376. Generally speaking, what is the country between 
Robertson and Moss Vale suitable for?—The land betweer: 
the dairying country and Moss Vale is mixed; part of it 
is fit for dairying, and part of it is fit for grazing only. 

377. What area would a man require if he went in for 
grazing only?—Some of the country has been cut up into 
blocks of from 200 to 500 acres, and some of the farmers 

use these blocks for grazing their dry stock. 
378. Is the country between Robertson and Moss Vale 
aa south of Robertson for 10 miles such as would enable 


us to expect that it would contribute a reasonable traffic 
to the proposed line?—Yes. 


379. Mr. Burke.] You are connected with the Berrima 
District Company, are you not¢’—Yes, I am chairman of 
the board of directors, and at present I am also acting- 
manager. 

380. Are there any stop days in the dairy industry /— 
Sundays. 

381. That is an improvement on the old conditions? - 
Yes, taiatl@erayy 

382. There would not be two or ihe stop days dtitine 
the week?—There are during the stmmer time, when 
there is a bigger milk production. 

383. What is done with the milk?—It is separated and 
butter is made from the cream. 

384. If the proposed line were constructed, what in- 
fluence do you think it would have on the dairying in- 
dest ‘—It would give it an impetus. 

Would the dairy products of this district be sént 
to vin South Coast or to Sydney ?—Some would go to the 
coast. At the present time butter is being sent from 
Sydney to the mining districts on the South Coast. If the 
proposed line were built it could go direct from here. 

386. Is butter not made on the South Coast?—Yes, at 
Albion Park, 

387. Is the butter produced at Albion Park constimed oi 
the South Coast ?—I take it that it is. 

388. Ig sufficient butter madé at Albion Park to supply 
the whole of the South Coast?—No, butter is being sent 
from Sydney to the South Coast at the present time. 

389. The butter that is now sent from Sydney to the 
South Coast would be sent from here if there was a rail- 
way from Moss Vale to Port Kembla?—I do not say it 
would be sent there in the summer, but it would in the 
winter, when thete is 4 shortage. 

390. In the summer sufficient butter is produced on the 
South Coast to supply its needs?—Yes. 

391. What does it cost to send cream from Robertson — 
to Moss Vale by road?—From 1s. to 1s. 3d. per can. 

392. What would it cost to send it the same distance by 
rail?—1i0d., I understand. 

393, Mr. Doe.| It is estimated that the proposed line 
would cost £854,000, and that the annual charges would 
amount to £47,000. Do you think that there would be 
sufficient revenue from the freight and passenger traffic 
to pay that £47,000, as well as working expénses and gene- 
ral upkeep, within a reasonable number of ye 
the establishment of steel works at Port eahle and the 
extra production in the country which the line would 
serve I believe that the revenue would be sufficient to 
meet thosé charges within a reasonable space of tite. 
Most of the cabbages grown in this district would go to 
the mines and towns on the South Coast; because they 
cannot grow them in the coastal climate during the 
summet. 

394. Do you think a reasonable proportion of the 6,000 
tons referred to by Mr. Quitk would find its way to the 
coast ?—I do. 
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William Missingham, sawmiller, Robertson; Sworn, arid 
examined :— 

395. Mr. Drummond.] I understand you wish to give 
evidence with regard to the influence the construction of 
the proposed line would have on the timber industry ?—- 
Yes. In the vicinity of Robertson, within a radius of 7 
or 8 miles of the proposed line, there is about 16,000,000 
super. feet of first-clas8 hardwoods and 9,000, 0D0 or 
10,000,000 super. feet of soffwoods, principally eoaehwood, 
which is used extensively for motoer-car bodies and the 
fittings of railway carriages. There is also an unlimited 
supply of niining timber; which, at the farthest, is 7 or 8 
miles from the proposed line, and all of which would be 
railed te the coast. Im the same area there is a big supply 
of timber suitable for telegraph poles, which ate being 
continually sought after by the Federal Government. . 
During the past twelve months I have had inquiries for 
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£10,000 worth of poles on trucks, but I am beaten in ten- 
dering because the distance they would have to be hauled— 
29 miles—is too great. There are five mills working now, 
but they are half-manned, because the cost of haulage is 
beating us. Over the proposed line the freight on timber 
to the coast would be about is. 8d. per 100 super. feet. 

396. If the railway were built, it would put the timber 
industry in this district on a better footing’—It certainly 
would. 

397. Are the forests in this district such as would 
ensure a big supply of timber for a considerable period ?— 
Yes. We have been working for cighteen years, and 
there is a further eighteen years’ supply in sight, without 
taking into account the timber which is suitable for min- 
ing props. 

398. There is another eighteen years’ supply based on 
your present consumption /—Yes. 

399. If the proposed line were constructed the consump- 
tion would be increased?—Yes, because we could then 
compete in the outside markets. We are now hauling 
timber to Bowral at a cost of 7s. 6d. per 100 super. feet, 
whereas if we had railway communication with the coast 
we could put it on the trucks and send it to Port Kembla 
for 1s. 6d. or Is. 8d. per super. foot. We could guarantee 
about ten years’ freight from the forests we are working 
with an improved consumption and twenty years on the 
present consumption. 

400. If the proposed line were built would there be 
considerable business between the west and the coast in 
building timbers, such as cypress pine?—I could not say. 
One would naturally think that supplies of such timbers 
which were required on the coast would travel over the 
proposed line instead of round through Sydney. It would 
have the effect of cheapening the cost of the homes for 
the workers which will have to be erected at Port Kembla 
if this railway is built. 

401. Mr. Burke.|] Is the timber you speak of on Crown 
lands or on private lands ?’—Principally on Crown lands. 

402. How much of it is on Crown lands?—Two-thirds 
OL 

403. Mir, Mahony.| What is the output of your mills ?— 
260,000 super. feet per annun.. 

404. Where is your market ?’—Principally in Bowral. 

405. Chairman.| What varieties of hardwoods are ob- 
tainable here?—Stringbybark, boxwood, messmate, and 
gum. 

406. Mr. Doe.] What royalty do you pay ?—1s. 6d. 

407. Would that royalty be increased if a railway were 


built close to the timber reserves?—There is a big chance. 


of the royalty being reduced; it is too high now. If you 


are near a railway line the Forestry Department in-’ 


creases the royalty by 3d. per 100 super. feet. 

408. Tow far would you have to haul timber to the 
proposed line?—Seven miles at the farthest. The Forestry 
Department always makes the stipulation that nearby 
timber should carry a higher royalty. 

409, Ilave you any idea of what the increase would 
be?—It would not be more than 3d. per 100 super. feet. 

410. Is much revenue derived from timber royalties in 
this district?-No, because the output is not great. If 
the proposed railway were built an impetus would be 
given to the timber industry, and the revenue derivable 
from royalties would be increased considerably. 
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TI'vederick William Turton, conveyancer-at-law, 82 Pitt- 
street, Sydney, sworn, and examined :— 

411. Mr. Burke.] I understand you wish to give evidence 
with regard to the influence the proposed line would, if 
constructed, have upon the tourist traffic?—Yes. I am 
legal adviser to Mr. George Abbott, who is expending a 
very large sum of money on the construction of a modern 
hotel and the provision of improved accommodation in 
Robertson for tourists. Up to quite recently there has 
been no accommodation for tourists in this district worthy 
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of being called accommodation. ‘The two hotels in the 
town were not up to the mark, and Mr. Abbott, after 
going carefully over the whole district and making the 
very fullest inquiries, came to the conclusion that Robert- 
son could be made one of the finest tourist districts in the 
State. The town of Robertson is the pivot of an area 
comprising some of the most magnificent scenic attrac- 
tions in New South Wales, such as the Carrington, Fitz- 
roy, and Belmore Falls, Kangaroo Valley, the Macquarie 
Pass, and Balch’s Look-out. It is also within easy distance 
of the coast, the Bulli Pass, the Cambewarra Look-out, 
and a number of other falls which have not yet been ex- 
plored. The hotel Mr. Abbott is building here will com- 
prise 100 rooms, which will accommodate about 120 people, 
and will cost at least £50,000. Attached to the hotel will 
be golf links, which are now being laid out, a bowling 
green, a croquet lawn, and three lawn tennis courts. We 
propose to run a farm to supply the requirements of the 
hotel and other accommodation places that Mr. Abbott 
intends establishing here. Mr. Abbot has purchased the 
Royal Hotel, Robertson, to which he is adding consider- 
ably, so that accommodation will be provided for forty 
persons. He is also constructing a fairly large boarding- 
house to provide accommodation for those who do not 
care to stay at hotels. Electric light will be installed at 
all three places. Mr. Abbott is also building shops and 
renovating others. We are endeavouring to get a franchise 
from the Wingecarribee Shire Council for the supply of 
electric current and power within a radius of 6 miles of 
the local post-office. The electricity plant will be run im 
connection with our hotels and accommodation house, and 
we hope to light the streets and supply the town with light 
and power. These works are not contemplated, but are 
actually in hand, and the whole scheme when completed 
will cost £100,000, probably more. It is our intention to 
extensively advertise the attractions of the Robertson dis- 
trict throughout Australia. Mr. Abbott is a past-master 
in the art of publicity, and this place will be put on the 
map from the tourist point of view, and large numbers oz 
tourists from all parts of the Commonwealth* will visit it. 
The main hotel will be ready for occupation about October 
next year, but, in the meantime, we are catering for the 
tourist traffic by additions to the Royal Hotel and the 
boarding-house, to which I have referred. With Mr. 
Abbott, I interviewed the Acting Premier, Mr. Oakes, and 
he informed us that the Government would be only teo 
pleased to have new tourist resorts opened up, and he said 
that the Tourist Bureau would co-operate with us. The 
great thing for us will be proper means of access. We 
anticipate that when we are in full swing there will be a 
big traffic, which will mean revenue for the proposed rail- 
way. Robertson being ideally situated half-way between 
Moss Vale and the coast will attract visitors from both 
directions. We will be in a position to offer visitors all 
the attractions of a mountain resort, whilst, at the same 
time, we will be within an hour or two’s run of the surf 
and some of the most famous fishing resorts on the South 
Coast. We are hopeful of getting some assistance from 
the Shire Council or the Government to build gcod roads, 
so that motorists and others will be attracted here. What 
TL wish the Public Works Committee to understand is that 
the works I have referred to are in progress, and will be 
gone on with railway or no railway. 

412. Do you think you will make your venture a paying 
proposition without the railway ?—Yes. 

413. Where is the nearest place where accommodation 
similar to that which you propose to provide here is pro- 
vided ?—Moss Vale and Bowral. Our hotel accommodation 
will be the finest outside Sydney. We propose to make the 
proposition one that will attract everybody. We will have 
three tariffs, and will not only cater for tourists, but the 
crowd. We will have a license for one new hotel. 

414. Is there no similar accommodation at Bowral?— 
The Grand Hotel is the best hotel in Bowral, but our hotel 
here will have conveniences that are not to be found in 
any country hotel now. 
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415. What about the accommodation at Moss Vale?— 
There is nothing that you could call decent accommoda- 
tion there. From my point of view the Grand Hotel, 
Bowral, is probably the best hotel between Sydney and 
Goulburn. 

416. If the proposed line is built, do you think that 
people would travel to. Robertson via the South Coast 
instead of over the Great Southern line?—With the con- 
struction of the proposed railway from Moss Vale to Port 
Kembla a round trip would be available, and many would 
take it. Some people would prefer to go one way, and 
some the other. 

417. You consider that by reason of your geographical 
position you will attract the South Coast people to this 
district ’—Yes, and it will suit the workingman, who can 
only afford to spend a small sum on a holiday on the 
mountains, because we will provide accommodation for 
him, too. 

418. You stated that the visitors to Robertson would be 
able to enjoy the sport of fishing. Where would they go? 
—To Lake Illawarra. We propose to have a fisherman’s 
rest house, and to run boats on the lake in conjunction 
with the hotel. 

419. Considering that there is fair accommodation at 
Bowral, you would depend to a great extent on the traffic 
from the South Coast rather than from Sydney ?-—Bowral 
has nothing like the attractions of Robertson in the way 
ef scenery, and if you go to Bowral you have to hire a 
wotor-car to get here to sce the sights. 


420, The point you wish to make is that in view of the 
fact that you can offer so many attractions, ineluding 
fishing and surfing, there will be a great traffic in connec- 
tion with your project between Robertson and the coast? 
—Yes. the traffic would be a souree of considerable revenue 
to the railway. We will have people from as far down the 
southern line as Albury staying at our hotel, and surfing 
would be a great attraction for them. At present I have 
to pay as much as £2 return from Moss Vale to Robert- 
son by motor-car, and J am sure that with the low fares 
which would be charged on the railway more people wotl 
visit these parts, and they would visit them oftener than 
they do under existing conditions. 


421, The hotel Mr. Abbott is erecting will, you say, sur- 
pass anything outside Sydney ?’—Yes. We look upon the 
Carrington at Katcomba as the best hotel outside Sydney, 
but we hope to make our hotel even more attractive. We 
will have golf links at the door, which is an attraction 
the Carrington cannot offer. 

422. Mr. Mahony.| Will your tariff be reascnable enough 
for, say, a miner and his wife?—Yes. We propose to 
eater for them by means of the boarding-house and ithe 
other hotel, where they will enjoy the same comforts at a 
lower tariff than will obtain at the main hetel. We will 
have three grades of tariff. 

423. Mr. Drummond.| Your peop!e are quite prepare] 
to back their opinion even if the railway is not buili7— 
Yes, we are here to stay if the railway is never buiit. 


FRIDAY, 17 AUGUST, 1923. 
Yresent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Robert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esq. 


Witiiam Cameron, Esq. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee procecdel to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 


Reginald Nichells Makin, instructor, Department of 
Agriculture, sworn, and examined :— 

424, Chairman.] Will you make a statement respecting 
the possibilities of the district to be served by the pro- 
posed railway from an agricultural standpoint?—Yes. I 
know the district fairly well between Moss Vale and the 
top of the Macquarie Pass. During the last fifteen years 
I have travelled through that district and advised the 
farmers as to the best crops to grow. My advice has 
mainly been in respect of vegetable growing in the Robert- 
son and Burrawang districts, a great deal of which is suit- 
able for cabbage-growing, and in the districts of Avoca, 
Yurunga, Wild’s Meadow, and Mount Ashby, all of which 
are within the trafficable area of the proposed line. 

425. Does the land down towards the coast offer possi- 
bilities in agricultural development?—Yes. On the West 
Dapto slopes there is some rather good soil. It is not so 
suitable for dairying, but if the railway were built vege- 
table and fruit growers would take up that land. 

426. Is the Robertson district thoroughly developed as 
regards vegetable-growing ?—No, but should the railway be 
constructed vegetable-growers would extend operations 
there. Their handicap is that they have to cart too far to 
the railway. If the line were built they would be in reason- 
ably close touch with the industrial districts of Wollon- 
gong and Bulli, where I have seen cabbages, cauliflowers, 
and potatoes grown in the Robertson district brought 
around through Sydney. 

427. What distance to cart vegetables in that district is 
a handicap to the producer ?—Anything over 5 miles. Their 
present method is by lorry to Moss Vale. 

428. Are cabbages and cauliflowers a fairly profitable pro- 
duct ?—Yes, they have been bringing fairly high prices of 
recent years. 


429. Has the district been kept back because of its dis- 
tance from railway ?—Yes, I think so. It costs about £2 
a ton to get cabbages and cauliflowers in. 

430. Is the district specially suitable for that class of 
agriculture ?—Yes, for market gardening and dairying. I 
venture to say that a good deal of the district now de- 
voted to dairying will eventuaily give place to vegetable 
growing. ; 

431. Have you noticed whether any farmers there who 
formerly grew cabbages, cauliflowers, and potatoes have 
gone out of that business because of distance from mar- 
ket’—No, but they have not gone in for the business as 
largely as they would have had there been railway facili- 
ties. 

432. What area there within easy access of the railway 
would be sufficient for a man to make a living on growing 
vegetables?—10 acres of good country, for a mixed vege- 
table patch, including parsnips and carrots, which do re- 
markably well in the district. A man would probably re- 
quire 20 acres altogether so that he would have a few acres 
for his horse and his cow. 

433. What would be the averaye return in normal sea- 
sons from cabbages?’—Cabbages are planted about 2 feet 
x 3 feet apart, and you would get at the most 640 dozeu 
to the acre. Supposing you got 560 dozen to the acre, 
allowing the difference for culls and misses, at 2s. 6d. a 
dozen they would be worth £70 per acre. 

434. Is that a payable return in that district, considering 
the expense of planting?’—Yes. Cabbage-growers have 
done well there, and they would do better on up to date 
lines. Unfortunately we are under-staffed, and we are not 
able to carry out our experiments in that district as we 
would like to, but we can see by moving about amongst 
the farmers that by up-to-date methods a better class of 
crop could be produced, 
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435. What number of farmers Gould be settled in the 
area affected by the proposed railway ?—I would say three 
times as many as there are there now. 

436. Mr. Caneron.| How many farmers are there now? 
--] can’t say, they are so scattered. We have two branches 
of the Agricultural Bureau in the district—one at Yurunga 
and one at Avoca, and it is chiefly men belonging to those 
bureaux whom I know. 

437, I suppose there is no traffic from this district to 
Wollongong and Port Kembla at present ?—No, very little. 
But I have met farmers at Albion Park with potatoes and 
cabbages grown in Robertson. They have no back load- 
ing, however, and they have the mountain to climb on the 
way back, and it does not pay them, except when prices 
are high, to cart produce down there. 

438. What percentage of the Robertson district is suit- 
able for intense culture?—In centres where the soil is flat, 
practically the whole lot. Taking the country right 
through I should say 50 per cent. of it is suitable for that 
purpose. 

439. Ilave you experimental plots there?—Not at pre- 
sent. We are opening up some work this season. Some 
years ago we carried out potato-¢rowing experiments at 
Robertson, but I have such a big district to get over and 
the dairy-farmers claim so much attention that we have 
been unable to give any more to other work. 

440. What is the rainfall of the district?—About 50 
inches. 

441, Is not that too much for potato-growing, unless, of 
course, you have a special variety of potato?—No, I do 
not think so, provided you plant in safe country. It is a 
rather good potato-growing district, but since Irish blight 
appeared amongst the potatoes at Robertson growers have 
been rather disposed to give their attention to cabbages, 
which are more profitable. Robertson, however, can still 
grow very good potatoes, provided sprays are used to pre- 
vent fungus trouble. I have seen MRobertson-grown 
potatoes exhibited at the Moss Vale show equal to any 
others. 

442. I presume potatoes would be safe as a side line 
crop?’—Yes. Carrots, parsnips, celery, asparagus, and 
other vegetables do well there. A man in the Bega dis- 
trict supplied the town and other towns with vegetables 
grown on not mote than 6 acres. He has done well and 
has no Sydney market. Pea-growing is rather profitable 
at Robertson. Of course, it costs more to plant potatoes 
than it does other vegetable crops. 

443. I take it that generally market gardeniie would 
be the principal industry in this district ?—Yes. 

444, Would much vegetable-growing be carried on on the 
high land? —Yes, dnd on the slopes towards Dapto, especi- 
ally pea-growing. If the railway were constructed growers 
would be easily ab!e to obtain artificial manures. We find 
that farmers manure their land fairly heavily. Cabbages 
and cauliflowers require: fairly heavy manuting—from 5 
ewt. to 10 ewt. per acre. The manure used depends largely 
upon the soil. They generally use superphosplate as A 
base, and then add bonedust or blood atid bone and certain 
nitrates. IT stipposé roughly it costs between £4 and £5 per 
acre to mantire land. Farmers know that it is heceéssary,; 
and do not hesitate to use it. 

445, Is manure used in the Witigicarribee swamp land? 
—Yes. Fairly high prices were paid for some of that 
swamp land. The line would be a boon to those farmers 
because they have to cart theit manure 20 miles, which 
considerably adds to the cost of production. 

446. Are you satisfied there would be a large increase in 
population if the line were constructed?—Yes, I ath cér- 
tain of it. 

447, Mr. Burke.| Do you know of any better route than 
that proposed ?—No. 

448, Do vegetables grown in the Robertson district go td 
Sydney and back along the South Coast?’—Yes, cabbages 
and potatoes grown in the Robertson and Burrawang dis- 
tricts are sold on the South Coast, 


449. If the railway were built would vegetables grown in 
the Robertson area find their way to the South Coast to the 
exclusion of vegetables grown in other parts of the State? 
—Yes, because farmers could market their produce there 
cheaper. There is a Vegetable Growers’ Association at 
Burrawang, and branches of the Agricultural Bureau 
are established on the South Coast. Of recent years 
those branches have ehdeavoured to deal with branches in 
other districts. The Mount Keira and Woonoona branches— 
last year secured a supply of potatoes from the Crookwell 
branch, which had to be sent around via Sydney. The 
Crookwell branch has also supplied Mount Keira branch 
with chaff, which had to be sent through Sydney. This 
year the branches of the bureau are prepared to purchase 
potatoes from Crookwell notwithstanding they have to go 
through Sydney. The proposed railway would carry that 
traffic. eon 

450. I take it that in your opinion the South Coast is 
thé nattiral market for the Robertson produce?—Yes. 

451. With the proposed railway the producer in the 
Robertson district would get a better return by reason of 
the shorter distatice and cheaper freight to the South 
Coast?—Yes. Robertson is a rather good farming dis- 
trict, being basaltic country. 

452. It seems that under present conditions it is a rather 
profitable district ’—Yes, there are some very comfortable 
homes there, and the residents appear to be doing well. 

453. Mr. Mahony.| Is vegetable-growing in the Robertson 
district more profitable than dairying?—It is difficult to 
compare the two, because for vegetable-growiig you re- 
quire only a small area. Per acre yield I would say vege- 
table-growing is more profitable. 

454. Is any of the low land suitable for vegetable-grow- 
ing?’—Yes, at West Dapto, about Wongawillie colliery 
there is some good land. A man on the north side of the 
mine used to take prizes for his vegetables at he Illa- 
warra shows. 

455. Is there any land further south within reasonable 
access of the South Coast railway suitable for vegetable- 
growing ’—Yes, along the slopes. 

456. Could not that land be made to supply people living 
in that district with vegetables?—No, because the areas 
are not extensive enough. 

457. Then settlement there would have to depend on the 
Robertson district for vegetables?’—Yes. ‘The quality of 
the produce grown on those slopes would not equal that 
grown in fhe basalt soils of Robertson. 

458. Mr. Doc.] Consideting the present condition of the 
Robertson district and long cartage to the railway have 
the settlers suffered any sctious handicap ?—No, I cannot 
say they have, but railway facilities would bring increased 
production. 

459. How far out from the railway is ¥ 
cattied on Up fo 20 miles. 

460. You said about 20 acres in the Roberton district 
would be required for vegetable-growing and to fruit a 
horsé and a cow. For what could that land be purchased 
under present conditions f—1 aii informed that about 
3 acres of land of a swampy natute at Yurtinga was sold 
for £300 because, whet drained, it was suitable for cabbage- 
pale owing. 

461. Is the fungus trouble in the district due fo excess 
of moisture?—Not dltogether. Certaifi other conditions 
must arise before fungi can flourish. 

462. Does not humidity help the growth of fungus ?— 
Yes. The fruit-growers at Penrose and Kareela would 
be glad to have railway facilities in order to obtain 
their artificial manures and to supply the South Coast 
with fruit. The bulk of the fruit as far south as Nowra 
comes from Sydney. A great deal of produce would go there 
by rail from the Goulburn and- Crookwell districts. Har- 
den wheat-erowets have arranged to supply South Coast - 
farmers with seed wheat for green fodder. That has to be 
sent through Sydney. 
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Present:— 


The Hon. W. 
The Hon. Jonn Travers. 

The Hon. Rosperr Maiony. 

Francis Miciarn Burke, Esa. ; 


T. DICK (CHairmay). 


Winttiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla, 


Sir Frederick Waley, general manager of the Bellambi 
Joal Company, Limited, and chairman of the Southern 
Coal Proprietors, sworn, and examined :— 


463. Chairman.| Do you wish to make a statement with 
regard to the proposed line?’—Yes. The main advantages 
likely to acerue to the southern collieries would be through 
the establishment of additional industries at Port Kembla. 
We consider that the proposed line would be an important 
step in the poliey of decentralisation, and with the comple- 
tion of the harbour and port the district would not only 
become an excellent site for many fre h industries, as for 
instance Messrs. Hoskins’ steelworks, but that the direct 
communication to it from the Southern line, saving the 
producers 100 miles of railway haulage, should tend to the 
possibilities of the export of wheat, wool, and other country 
products from Port Kembla direct. There exist at the 
present time in Port Iv embla the fertiliser works of the 
Mount Lyell Company and the sulphurie acid works in 
connection with the Electrolytic Company, and these arti- 
ficial manures could be sent to their country users at a 
saving of 100 miles of railway haulage, a very important 
item. Sulphate of copper, used for the treatment of seed 
wheat, is also made at the Electrolytic Works at Port 
Kembla, and could be railed direct. A very large quantity 
of mining props are used in the southern district, and the 
bulk of these are at present drawn from the neighbourhood 
of Picton and Mittagong, whenee they are hauled by rail 
to Sydney and thence south to the collieries. The latter 
should therefore benefit by the big saving in railway haul- 
age already referred to and be able to secure their props at 
a cheaper figure than at present. The quantity of pit 
timber used by the various southern collieries, and brought 
from the southern timber-getting districts, was 30,380 tons 
per year. That is based on last year’s returns. There is 
the further saving to the Railway Commissioners of the 
100 miles of haulage for such southern coal as they require 
for railway purposes south of Moss Vale, but im my 
opinion this is not yery much. I am of opinion that the 
question of fertilisers, sulphate of copper, and the advan- 
tages to be derived from the installation of Hoskins’ steel- 
works would be better given as evidence by those partics 
directly connected with the industries interested. The 
balance of the evidence in favour of the line to be given by 
the Southern Colliery proprietors will not be of that 
weighty character which is likely to greatly affect your 
opinion. 

464. Can you give an estimate of the amount of southern 
coal now despatched by the Railway Commissioners to 
Moss Vale?—The amount is considerable, but I could not 
give you the exact figures. 

465. You consider generally that the construction of 
this line with the completion of the harbour works at Port 
Kembla would tend to make that a port for overseas ves- 
sels ?—Yes, : 

466. Do you think it likely that much wool would be 
despatched from Port Kembla if this line were con- 
structed’—It would depend on the provision of facilitie: 
for receiving the wool. That would entail considerable 
expenditure. Wool would haye to be put into warehouses. 

467. What collieries now send coal from Port Kembla ?— 
All the southern collieries in very large quantities. 

468. Is the equipment there for that~ class of trade 
At present there is only one 


berth at which big ships can be loaded. I think the Pub- 
lic Works Department is considering the question of put- 
ting a second berth there. 

469. Do you think the financial results which would fol- 
low from the construction of this line would justify the 
expenditure which would be involved, namely, about 
£854,000 ?—I am not a railway expert, but that does not 
seem to me to be a very large amount. Jf you put the 
expenditure at £1,000,000, 5 per cent. interest on that 
amount would represent £50,000 a year; and J should 
think the railway would return a very good profit. 

470. Mr. Burke.| 1 take it that the advantage to your 
company would be being able to transport your coal over 
the new railway line instead of sending it to Sydney in a 
roundabout way to get south?—I do not think it would 
affect my company. My company draws about 7,000 tons 
of timber per year of the 30,000 tons already mentioned. 
At the present time we bring that timber from Picton to 
Sydney and back again to the south. We would save 109 
miles of haulage. I think it would inerease our require- 
ments for timber and very much cheapen those require- 
ments in connection with getting coal. 

471. Do you have much trade with the south along the 
southern line?—Not a great deal. We ship a great deal of 
coal at Port Kembla, but we do not rail much coal south of 
Port Kembla. 

472. You support the line mainly because it would have 
the effect of opening up Port Kembla as a seaport /—My 
main reason is that it would lead to decentralisation. © lt 
think that the fertiliser position is a very important one. 
We are only beginning to realise that to get good results 
from the land it must be artificially manured. Between 
Kembla and Sydney there is no wheat-growing land and 
all the superphosphates have to be drawn, via Sydney, to 
the top of the range, say, to Goulburn and further south. 
I think that the saving of 100 miles in railway haul- 
age of artificial manure is most important. I am only 
speaking as a layman in that respect. 

473. Are superphosphates very largely used on the 
Southern line?—If they are not, they will be much more 
largely by being afforded better facilities. 

474. You have in your mind when you advocate the con- 
struction of the line the possibility of Hoskins, Ltd., open- 
ing up at Port Kembla?—Yes. 

475. To make that proposition a paying one you think 
the proposed line should be constructed 2 —J think if Hos- 
kins are prepared to bind themselves to do what they 
have mentioned it will be a very important factor. 

476. You advocate the construction of the line as a mat- 
ter of general policy rather than from any benefit which 
will accrue to your company ¢—Certainly. 

477, Mr. Travers.| If the line were constructed do you 
think the collieries would contribute any appreciable 
amount every year in freight over the line?—Outside of 
timber, and such coal as goes south of Goulburn, I do not 
think they would. I think if the result of the construc- 
tion of the line were to increase the facilities at Port 
Kembla the soythern collieries would contribute very 
largely. I think the port should be developed more than 
it is. 

478. Mr. Doe.] Is it a fact that the company’s s trucks are 
much better from the standpoint of capacity and haulage 
than those supplied by the Railway Commissioners for 
shipment at Port Kembla?—That is not my experience. 
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479. Mr. Mahony.] A very limited quantity of coal would 
go by rail if the line were constructed?@—If the line were 
constructed nce more eoal would go than goes at present 
via Sydney, unless the 100 miles of less haulage would 
extend, as | think it would, beyond the consumption on the 
line. The supply of coal is guided by the mileage it has to 
be hauled. At present we have to send coal to Sydney and 
back egain to the point of consumption on the railway. 
That represents 100 miles more haulage than sending it 
direct within the area into which the southern coal would 


go. 

480. Would that coal be purchased by the Railway Com- 
missioners’—By the Railway Commissioners and _ the 
small townships on the south. 

481. Do the gas companies in any of the towns south 
of Moss Vale use a large quantity of South Coast coal ?’— 
They use a certain quantity, but I cannot say what the 
quantity is. If 100 miles less haulage would mean a sav- 
ing in cost it would bring about a certain consumption of 
coal. 

482. Mr. Came:on.| Would the harbour at-Port Kembla 
need a great deal more improvement in order to ship 
primary products from there; supposing wheat were to be 
shipped from there would it necessitate a lot of 
alteration at the port’—It would necessitate some im- 
provement, but the cost would be comparatively small. As 
IT have said, there is only one berth there at present. I 
cannot see why Port Kembla should not become a very 
important place for the shipment of wheat and wool. 
To-day steamers land copper there for the smelting works. 
Agricultural implements could be brought there, and 100 
miles of haulage saved. I think there is a possibility of 
making Port Kembla a second Neweastle in the course of 
years. It is only developed to the extent of being a coal 
port. Without any very large outlay it would grow con- 
siderably. 

483. Would considerable expenditure be necessitated in 
building warehouses?—The possibilities are certainly very 
great, and if considered from the point of view of decen- 
tralisation, there is an opening for very great develop- 
ment there. 


Henry George Hyde, managing director of the Illawarra 
Coke Company, Limited, 4 Bridge-street, Sydney, 
sworn, and examined :— 

434. Mr. Travers.] Have you prepared a statement ?— 
Yes. It is as follows:—The Illawarra Coke Company, 
Limited, of which 1 am the managing director, has a ecok- 
ing plant at Coal Cliff, on the South Coast, and secures 
mcst of its coal supplies for the manufacture of smelting 
coke from an adjoining colliery owned by Coal Cliff 
Collieries, Limited. The company’s present coke ovens 
are of the non-recovery type, but, having in view the erec- 
tion of a modern by-product coke oven plant at Port 
Kembla, the company has taken up a large area of coal 
land, approximately 4,500 acres, in the vicinity of Mount 
Kembla, and has established there the Illawarra Colliery. 
The coal-seam to be operated upon is very dirty at the 
outcrop, but a bore put down about 1 mile in from the 
outcrop showed the quality of the coal to be much im- 
proved. The colliery is being opened up primarily in con- 
nection with the proposed coke-oven plant referred to, and 
before being used for coking operations the coal would 
have to be washed so as to reduce the ash contents; but if 
the quality of the coal improves, as is indicated by the 
bore, the coal as won would be suitable for the ordinary 
market utilising southern coals. In any ease, very large 
quantities of coal would have to be despatched from the 
colliery, and at present the main difficulty to be faced is 
transport, which would be overcome if the proposed rail- 
way line from Moss Vale to Port Kembla were constructed. 
This line as now surveyed passes through portion 193, 
parish of [tembla, forming part of the company’s colliery 
holding and very close to the main colliery tunnels which 
will be situated thereon, one of which has been commenced 


and is now being driven. My company is very anxious to 
see the proposed railway line constructed. 

4°5. You produce a plan showing the approximate posi- 
tion of your colliery, marked blue, and also showing the 
approximate position of the main tunnel to the proposed 
railway marked red ?—yYes. 

486. Can you say generally what better position your 
company would be in go far as the Illawarra Colliery is con- 
cerned if this line were constructed ?/—The colliery is only 
in its infancy. At present there is no means of communi- 
cation with the main railway line. 

487. How far is your colliery situated from the existing 
railway ‘—Approximately 3 miles from the main tunnel. 

488. If this line were constructed would it bring you any 
closer to the railway ?—The proposed railway line passes 
within about 100 yards of the main tunnel. 

489. [lave you taken any coal out of the colliery so far? 
—No, it is only in its initial stages. 

490. Where do you expect to find a market for your coal? 
—As I mentioned in my statement, the object of taking 
up this area is the establishment of a by-product coke- 
oven plant at Port Kembla. The coal as it stands is quite 
unsuitable for any purpose whatever. It is only suitable 
for the purpose we require it after being washed and re- 
duced considerably of the ash content. As J mentioned, 
a bore was put in 1 mile from the outerop. The ash 
content at the outcrop is approximately 22 per cent., 
and that of the bore is 16-23 per cent., in both eases the 
assay 1s inclusive of all bands in the working section of 
the seam, showing a very considerable improvement in 
quality. I should expect, if the quality cf the coal 
improves, as indicated by the bore, that a large tonnage 
of coal would pass over the railway for ordinary purposes. 

491. I understand that if this line is not constructed 
it will be necessary for your company to connect the Iila- 
warra Colliery with the main line by means of a private 
line?—Yes; in fact we have already made application for 
a mining purposes lease under the Mining Act in order 
to construct an aerial ropeway, which we would prefer to 
building a railway line. I do not think, however, we would 
go on with that aerial ropeway if the proposed railway line 
were constructed. 

492. Apart from the fact that this line, if constructed, 
will almost pass through your colliery, will its construction 
have any effect upox your enterprise ?’—TI do not think so. 

493. Have you ¢_ven any consideration, apart altogether 
from your own interests in that colliery, to the effect the 
construction of this line will have on the South Coast ?— 
My opinion is that it would considerably assist the southern 
eclheries in the sale of the coal in the southern districts. 

494. Mr. Doe.] You referred in your statement to a by- 
product recovery plant. Does that include gas ?—Yes. 

495. By-products are not generally recovered there now ? 
—No. The Broken Hill Proprietary Company at New- 
castle has the only plant which recovers gas. 

496. Do they recover dyes ?—No. 

497. Is the proposed plant intended to be one of the most 
up-to-date ?—Yes. 

498. Will it go further than the plant of the Broken 
Till Proprietary Co.?—I should not think so. The pro- 
ject for the by-products at Port Kembla is not a completed 
one by any means. J cannot say definitely that it will be 
established, but I believe it will be. 

499. Chatrman.] Would the construction of this line give 
you a closer and larger market for the disposal of your 
coke #—No, I do not think it would affect our coke to any 
appreciable extent unless it affects the deliveries of eoke 
to Victoria by rail. At present all coke for Victoria goes 
by steamer, I understand; but it is possible that 100 miles 
nearer might affect delivery of coke. 

500. How do you now get your coke to the users of it — 
Our principal users are Hoskins in the west and the 
Broken Hill Proprietary Co., Newcastle. It is sent by rail. 
We send coke to the Mount Morgan Co. at Rockhampton. 
That goes by rail to Pyrmont and by steamer from Pyr- 
mont to Rockhampton. <A fair amount of coke is shipped 


from Port Kembla overseas to the Broken Hill Proprie- 
tary Works at Port Pirie. Quite a lot goes to Sydney in 
bags and is shipped round by steamer to Melbourne for 
foundry and other purposes. 

501. Is it likely to increase the amount despatched from 
Port Kembla in future ?—If the by-product works could be 
established there I should say it would be increased very. 
considerably. At present there are small coke works at 
each individual colliery, and consequently the cost of pro- 
ducing the coke is very much higher than it should be. 
If one or two main coking centres were established and 
the coal from various collieries was treated in by-product 
coke plants at those centres, coke would then be produced 
much more cheaply, there would be a big market overseas 
and the export of coke from Port Kembla should be con- 
siderably increased, 


John George Stoko Purvis, engineer, Metropolitan Board 
of Water Supply and Sewerage, sworn, and examined :— 
502. Mr. Burke.] You desire to make a statement with 

respect to the proposed line from Moss Vale to Port 

Kembla as it affects your Department?—Yes. I wish to 

protest against the construction of the line where it passes 


the watershed of the Metropolitan Board on account of the 


danger to the water supply from the contamination that 
would be sure to follow from the trains passing over the 
watershed particularly in close proximity thereto. 

503. How much of the railway line would run through 
the watershed ?—I think about 12 miles. 

504. Do you know of any other instance where a railway 
touches a watershed or catchment area?—The Southern 
railway crosses on the western side of the watershed—it 
encroaches on the watershed. 

505. Does that line affect it to the degree you consider 
this line is affected?—In the same way; but we protest 
against the extension of the danger. The evil resulting 
from the encroachment on the western side would have 
been objected to by the Board. Aga matter of fact, owing 
to the railway, there was a large subdivision advertised, 
and the Board had to step in and buy the whole of it. I 
think the amount paid was £5,000 or £6,000. The Board is 
within its rights in protesting against any encroachment 
by the railway on the water area. 

506. I take it the objection of your Board is to the using 
of the lavatory in the trains?—That is the main objection. 

507. Have you any scientific facts gained from experience 
gained on the western side with regard to the contamina- 
tion of the water?—No. The western side of the railway 
is, I suppose, 20 or 30 miles from any stored water. But 
when the last reservoir is constructed it will not be so far. 

508. What would be the nearest point to the stored water 
on the proposed railway ?’—Judging by the map, about a 
quarter of a mile. 

509. You are of opinion that refuse will be picked up by 
the rush of water and carried into where the stored water 
is ?—Yes. 

510. You think 12 miles is rather a long distance over 
which that risk would be taken ?—The risk is not so great, 
but still there is a risk. 

511, Can you state from observation what the effect has 
been on the western side. Have you noticed the water 
has been contaminated to any great extent?—No. 

512. Do you know the country through which the pro- 
posed line will pass?—I have been all along where it will 
encroach on the watershed from Moss Vale. 

513. Can you suggest a deviation of the line so as to 
get away from the pollution you speak of ?—Mr. Kendall 
saw me in order that we should withdraw our objection. 
He stated there was another route going south from 
Robertson, which was more expensive. I considered it 
there was another route and the extra expense was com- 
parable to the expense the Board would have to go to to 
purify the water, it should be considered. 
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514. Have you had any experience of any other water 
supplies in Australia or elsewhere?—No. There are plenty 
of watersheds where railways cross. I was in consulta- 
tion with Colonel Longley, of the Rockefeller foundation, as 
to the ‘state of affairs in America. He stated there were 
plenty of watersheds crossed by railways, but in most cases 
the railways were there first and the authorities had. to 
resort to purificataion of the water. Many means had been © 
resorted to to prevent the use of lavatories on trains, but 
the travelling public would not put up with the restric- 
tions imposed. The Pullman Company, which is probabiy 
the largest manufacturer of lavatory cars in the world, 
has been trying for years to find a satisfactory solution of 
the problem. Colonel Longley was in communication with 
that company only recently, and was informed that up to 
the present no satisfactory solution had been found. The 
public will not put up with the locking of the lavatory 
doors, and would adopt means of getting rid of the human 
excreta. 

515. Would not the difficulties over an area of 12 miles 
be small?—It might be small to-day, but not in the fuiure. 

516. Would there be any difficulty from stock ¢—There 
are not many cattle on the area, and there are no sheep. 

517. In your opinion, will the Board be under the neccs- 
sity of purifying the water?—I think so. One case of 
typhoid crossing that watershed using the lavatory might 
cause the contamination of the whole of the water in that 
reservoir. 

518. Mr. Travers.] In the event of the line being con- 
structed as surveyed, and the Department being put to 
the necessity of purifying the water, what would ke the 
cost ?—I¢ is estimated at £1,300,000. : 

519. Are there any residents on the part of the catch- 
ment area marked on the map?—Yes, some small farms. 

520. Is there any objection to that?—No. The area is 
carefully patrolled and the rangers call every week to see 
that the places are properly kept. 

521. Where are the forms situated ?—They are scattered 
all over the area. 

522. Have those people come there recently ?—They were 
there before we went there. I do not know that the Board 
has allowed any one to get possession of any holding sines 
the watershed was proclaimed. 

523. Has the Board at any time considered the advisa- 
bility of removing those people?—It would cost a great 
deal, and I understand from the doctor there is no great 
danger. If any cases of sickness were to occur they would 
be at once removed. 

524. I take it that, generally, you are of opinion that so 
60 far as the line on the west side, the main Southern line 
from Bowral to Picton, is concerned, no difficulties have 
resulted from its construction?—Not so far, but it has 
only been there since about 1916. 

525. Did the Board raise any objection to that devia- 
tion’—No; but it would have had the matter been re- 
portetd. Unfortunately it was during the war, and the 
medical officer was at the war, and the ranger did not 
report it. We hardly knew anything about it until it was 
constructed. 

526. It has been stated that there is a cemetery at 
Kangaloon. Is there any objection by the Board to that 
ecmetery’—The Board would object to it; but it was 
already there. I do not think any burials take place there 
now. 

527. Is there any other cemetery on the area?—I do not 
know of any. There is the Mittagong Boys’ Home, and 
there was a butter factory I think near Kast Kangaloon. 

523. After the construction of the proposed line woul! 
you expect it would create more difficulty from the Board’s 
point of view than is now created by the main Southern 
line, which fringes the catchment area?—I do not think 
we would get more trouble from that than from the one on 
the western side. The line on the western side is there; 
we protest against any increasé in the danger. 
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529. Is that objection based on the experience you have 
already had of the line passing along the western side?’— 
No; it is general. 

5380. Mx. Doe.] Is it your experience that the regula- 
tion with regard to the use of urinals and lavatories on 
trains is fairly well observed ?—Yes. 

581. Do you not think that people would observe such a 
regulation in running over that short distance of 12 miles? 
—The country is in a virgin state, and travellers would 
therefore be induced to use the lavatory when passing over 
it rather than at places where there was settlement. 

532. Mr. Mahony.] Is there any pedestrian traffic over 
the watershed ’—Yes; there is a road, which vehicles would 
use. 

533. There are no regulations in the case of travellers 
by road?’—I do not think so. 

5384. Would there not be risk from such trevellers with 
regard to the contamination of the water?—Yes. I do 
not think that there would be the same number of pas- 
sengers travelling by road as by train. 
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Edward Sutherland Stokes, medical officer of the Metro- 
politan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, sworn, 
and examined :— 


5385. Mr. Mahony.| Will you give the Committee your 
views with regard to the construction of the proposed line? 
—The boundary of the catchment area extends on the 
north to near Appin and back to the Nepean River. The 
area is about 350 square miles. About 300 miles of the 
area consist of Crown lands vested in the Board as trus- 
tees. The balance of the land is privately owned. The 
privately-owned land occupies practically only a fringe of 
the area. The biggest settlement is at West and East 
Kangaloon. The settlements extend down towards Mitta- 
gong, and in scattered places along the western boundary. 
There are a few houses on the northern boundary near 
Appin and a few Cordeaux. On the Cataract area proper, 
about 52 square miles, there are only two houses—one is 
occupied by an officer of the Board, and the other by a 
small farmer. There are twenty or thirty farms on the 
Cordeaux area, about 30 or 40 square miles. These are 
situated on the upper reaches of the river. On the Avon 
area there is no alienated land; the whole of that area is 
absolutely in a state of Nature. When the Board came 
into existence the boundaries of the area were proclaimed, 
and it was provided by the Act constituting the Board 
that no land on the area should be alienated. And from 
that day not a square inch of land has been sold. The 
tendency all along has been to restrict settlement. The 
Board has, either by resumption from the Minister for 
Works or by direct purchase, acquired all the farms along 
the Cataract Creek. It has acquired—and the acquisition 
is still going on—a number of farms which are in rather 
close proximity to the upper reaches of the Cordeaux. It 
has also purchased one or two isolated blocks in the in- 
terior of the area, and has obtained a number of blocks 
situated on the northern side of the road from Dapto to 
Moss Vale. It is an old road almost parallel to the Nepean 
River. There is no alienated land on the northern side of 
the Nepean River. The water supply of Sydney is un- 
filtered water, and the obligation has been placed on the 
Board, by a recent amending Act, to preserve the purity 
of the water. In its efforts to preserve the purity of the 
water the Board has been acting upon the principle that 
the fewer human beings there are on the catchment area 
the better. All the Board’s efforts have consequently been 
directed towards the reduction of settlement. To that end 
it has spent a very considerable sum of money. The ques- 
tion of the resumption of farms has been brought up from 
time to time. It was considered, in view of the scattered 
situation of the farms, that, by proper regulations and 
patrolling, the danger therefrom could be reduced to a 
minimum. The Board could afford to take that much 
risk, but is not prepared to take further risk. The whole 
Avon area is virgin country. The railway comes along and 


alters the position absolutely. The Board is in possession 
of this virgin country as trustees and as guardians of the 
water supply, and it says to the Railway Commissioners, 
“Tf you insist upon running along that area we will insist 
that the conditions existing on the area shall be in no way 
altered. We have no human beings and no human excrets 
on it. Keep the excreta of human beings off that area. 
The problem is for you to solve, and not for the Board.” 
The situation is created by the Railway authorities, and 
they should be responsible for the solution of the problem 
ereated by them. That is broadly the position which the 
Board takes up. Without going into what might happen 
the Board says it does not want to alter the conditions. 
If they are altered, something must be done to restore 
those conditions. Altogether there are about 200 farms on 
the area, and the regular population is 800 or 900. The 
tendency is for the population to diminish. 

536. Have you a knowledge of any other country in the 
world where railways are run over catchment areas ’—Not 
personal knowledge; but I know of them from reading. 

587. Where in other countries they go over catchment 
areas, how do they deal with the question?—I understand 
all such water supplies are filtered or otherwise treated. — 

538, Is that expensive ?—To treat the water supply would 
cost roughly about £1 per head of population supplied. 

529. Would not the air and sun have some effect on in- 
jurious germs ?—Yes, 

540. Do you not think that would afford sufficient pro- 
tection against contamination?—I do not know that it 
would. I do not feel justified in recommending that the 
Board should, without uttering a protect, take such a risk. 

541. You think it dangerous to take the risk?—I do not 
see why we should take that risk. 

542. Do you know how Cairo is supplied with water from 
the Nile?Yes; they have a filtration and precipitation 
process there. 

543. The supply comes from the Nile after passing the 
town ?—Yes. , 

544. You say there are 800 or 900 people on the catch- 
ment area. Does that not involve a fair risk?—Yes, but 
they are well away from the stored water. 

545. What about twenty or thirty farms near the Cor- 
deaux dam?—Most of them are towards the eastern 
boundary of the catchment area. 

546. You know of no way of dealing with the question 
beyond altering the route or by the purification of the 
water?—I am not prepared to offer a complete solution. 
The Railway Commissioners should take precautions s6 
that no excreta is dropped on the area. 

547. There is a road going through the area which is 
used by a number of people. Is that not a risk?—Yes. 
That position arose before the Board got possession of the 
area. When opportunity offers we buy or resume blocks 
of land here and there. 

548. Mr. Tiavers.] Have you noticed whether any con- 
tamination has occurred through the main Southern line 
running close to the fringe of the area?—No. If we had 
we would have taken steps to remedy it. I do not like the 
railway there. When the Nepean dam is completed we 
shall make some very strong representations to the Rail- 
way Commissioners. At present the railway on the 
western side is so situated that no washes get down into 
the Nepean River. The Nepean River supplies Prospect 
by an off-take at the northern end of the catchment area, 
and we only get a portion of that. The general arrange 
ment is that the first washings go to waste, so that we 
have an opportunity of minimising any danger that comes 
from that railway. The first washes are pretty dirty and 
contain a lot of logs and snags, and instead of going into 
the tunnel those washes go to waste. With the construc 
tion of the Nepean the bulk of that water will be stored 
immediately. oe 

549, Do I understand you to say that the greatest amount 
of settlement and most of the farms are on the southern 
end of the catchment area ?—Yes. 


550. Is the drainage towards the catchment area-—Y¥ 
right on the catchment area. 

551. What steps are taken there with regard to the treat- 
ment of urine and excreta 
arrangements there are under the immediate inspection of 
the Board’s rangers, who patrol those parts. 

552. Is there any objection to the cemetery at Kanga- 
loon’—From sentiment, yes. As a matter of practice, I 
think if a body is properly buried no danger arises from it. 

558. Is there any nuisance from the towns of Bowral 
and Mittagong?—No. They are off the area. We have 
no towns on the area. 

554. Chatrman.] What authority have you over the 
people on the catchment area in cases of serious sickness ? 
—I do not think we have any statutory authority. 

555. Has it been necessary for you to suggest the re 
moval of sick persons from the areaf—No. I have not had 
a case of typhoid there. 

556. Can you say generally whether the country is so 
absorbent in its character that the danger is not as great 
as it might be when compared, say, with another class of 
country ’—I would not say that. That country is subject 
to very heavy rainfalls, especially on the eastern slope, and 
we are storing flood waters on all those catchment areas. 
It is the very heavy rainfall that gives us our run-off. So 
the actual danger is considerable. 

557. Mr. Doe.| What do the farming people on that area 
mostly go in for?—Mostly dairying on the southern and 
eastern sides. Around the Kangaloons it is practically all 
dairying. North of Mittagong there is a little dairying, 
but it is mostly fruit-growing. On the Cordeaux area it is 
practically all fruit-growing, and there are one or two 
dairies. 

558. When dairying is resorted to would there not be 
.a considerable amount of excreta from the cattle ?—Yes. 

559. Does that find its way into the water reservoir ?— 
There is such an opportunity, but I have noticed that cattle 
droppings on grass land are not washed far. 

560. Would cattle excreta be less dangerous than human 
excreta ?—Infinitely less dangerous. 
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John Granville Cocks, senior clerk, Government Tourist 
Bureau, Challis House, Martin-place, sworn and 
examined :— 


561. Mr. Doe.] You wish to furnish the Committee with 
some information respecting the proposed railway ?—I have 
-made a brief summary indicating what prospects there are 
for the tourist in that locality by linking Moss Vale with 
the coast. The principal scenic attractions will be the 
Belmore Falls, the Twin Falls, the Fitzroy Falls, the 
Macquarie Pass, Barrengarry and Cambewarra Mountains, 
the Kangaroo Valley, the Shoalhaven River and valley, 
and the tourist resorts stretching along the sea coast. It 
does not necessarily follow because any scenic attraction 
is slightly off the proposed route that it offers no oppor- 
tunities to the tourist, for motor and other transport 
facilities come into use, and industries are formed which 
promote traffic, and incidentally population. The various 
industries of the district—grazing, agriculture, and dairy- 
ing—are also of tourist interest because there is a large 
percentage of people who come to this State from other 
States and from overseas who are interested in agricultural 
pursuits, and like that class of scenery when travelling. 
The general tourist advantages in the towns in the district 
are golf and tennis, and I believe there is a small percen- 
tage of trout fishing, as some streams have been stocked. 
There is a percentage of shooting and motor and horse 
riding. There are splendid hotels both along the main 
Southern line and at the [lawarra terminus. There are 
adequate motor and other transport facilities connecting 
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the various towns. The altitude is almost equal to that 
of the Blue Mountains, and in consequence the climatic 
advantages, from a health point of view, are particularly 
good. A very large percentage of people who are in the 
habit of going regularly to the Blue Mountains for vaca- 
tion and climatic change are now availing themselves of 
the attraction of these southern altitudes. There are possi- 
bilitie s for week-end and holiday traffic. The resi- 
dents of the southern highlands and the hotter inland 
districts will doubtless take advantage of opportunities 
to visit the South Coast to enjoy fishing and _ surf- 
bathing, which are at present rather far removed from 
them. There may be a certain strategic and commercial 
value in the proposed railway route direct from the coast 
to Goulburn and other large towns, and possibly to the 
Federal Territory. The last point I would mention is that 
there is a possibility of a new round railway excursion 
route to Sydney, Port Kembla-Moss Vale. At present 
there is an alternative railway route from Melbourne to 
Sydney which is largely availed of by tourists from the 
other States. They get off the train at Moss Vale, take 
motor-car to Nowra, and are permitted by the Railway 
authorities to make the balance of the journey from Nowra 
to Sydney so long as they catch the next train after arrival 
at Nowra. 

562. Is the tourist traffic in the southern portion which 
will come within the influence of this line a very big 
trafiic?—From Sydney to Moss Vale and as far as Bunda- 
noon tourist tickets, with cheap excursion tickets avail- 
able from about 1 o’clock on Friday to the last train on 
Monday, are largely used by the residents of Sydney, and 
a very large percentage of tourists seize the opportunity 
to go to places as far as Bundanoon and Goulburn on the 
south, and Nowra on the South Coast line. In the summer 
time particularly the tourist traffic is very considerable. 

563. Are you sufficiently well acquainted with the motor 
tourist traffic to say what is done in that district ?—Yes. 
There is a very largely increasing motor trafic from Moss 
Vale to Nowra with a regular time-table, and from Bowral 
to Nowra and Kiama. But to places such as Robertson, 
Kangaloon, Jamberoo, and north, such as Unanderra, 
Dapto, Albion Park, and Wollongong, there is no regular 
service. My experience is that tourists follow the line of 
least resistance, and take the regular traffic routes, where 
they can depend on a regular time-table, in preference to 
other routes. 

564. Do you think the tourists who would be disposed 
to take a motor would leave it to travel by train ;—does 
the motor afford better facilities for viewing the country 
than the train?—Yes, but the motor will not follow the 
route of the railway. 

565. Persons who would be disposed to go to Fitzroy 
Falls and Belmore Falls would have to go by motor to 
reach those places’—From the nearest rail point. We 
find that rail is cheaper than motor; and tourists, on 
vacation, particularly residents of Sydney, have a limited 
sum of money and spend it as wisely as possible. 

566. You think from a tourist’s point of view the pro- 
posed line would offer -good facilities for such people?— 
Yes. JI am not so keen on any particular route as on the 
linking up of the southern highlands quickly and easily 
with the South Coast. 

567. How do you regard Robertson, from a tourist point 
of view ;—would tourists be disposed to remain there a few 
days and visit such places as Belmore Falls and Fitzroy 
Falls?—I am quite sure they would, because there is a 
certain percentage of people who at present motor from 
Moss Vale for that particular purpose. Robertson is a 
very small town, but it is quite frequently used by 
gentlemen from Sydney who wish to recoup in a very 
quiet and healthy locality. I think that particular centre 
will go ahead very considerably in the next few years. 
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TUESDAY, 21 AUGUST, 1923. 
{resent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuarn BurKe, Esa. 


Wituiam Cameron, Esa. 
| Brian James Dor, Esq. 
Davip Henry Drusmonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla. 


John Maitland Paxton, ex-President, Sydney Chamber of 
Commerce, 4 Dalley-street, Sydney, sworn, and ex- 
amined :— 


568. Chairman.| Have you been over the route of the 
proposed railway’—I have not been over the country. 
The main thing which suggests itself to me is that at 
Port Kembla the harbour is not well equipped but anything 
likely to bring more trade to that port and to develon the 
country should be encouraged. 

569. What class of trade do you think would be 
despatched from Port Kembla if the proposed line were 
built?—We do not get much interstate trade. We get ail 
sorts of produce from the Riverina and the southern 
districts. The construction of the line would shorten the 
haulage for a great deal of agricultural produce. 

570. Do you think it is likely that wool shipments would 
take place from there’—No; but there would be shipment; 
of grain. 

571. Could you suggest any trade which would go from 
Port Kembla to the railway if built?—There are yarious 
industries established there. One industry there would 
lead to the cheapening of superphosphates, which are of 
very great use to the farmers. There will be other works 
established there. Hoskins’ have stated they are prepared 
to put up works there as soon as the railway is built. That 
would mean considerable traffic. The railway might be 
used for taking goods to the southern districts or even to 
‘Victoria, 

572. Have you a personal knowledge of Port Kembla ?— 
“Yes, I know it very well. 


573. Do you regard it as likely to be made an overseas” 


port for the largest kind of traders?—If it had better 
equipment it would be more used than it is to-day. There 
are not sufficient conveniences there for shipping coal ex- 
peditiously. Practically there is only one shipping berth 
there. The other side of the wharf should be equippel. 
Provision should also be made for some special method to 
get over the difficulty of the breaking of coke. That is a 
commodity which is largely sent to New Caledonia, and 
also to North Queensland ports for copper smelting. The 
complaint is that the coke is terribly smashed up. With 
the appliances now there you could expect nothing else. 
Engineering ingenuity should be brought to bear to devise 
a means whereby coal and coke could be made to slide 
down from the end of the right angle conveyor instead of 
having a vertical drop. The vertical drop is the principal 
trouble. 

574. That was the trouble in the case of the MeMyler 
hoist ?—Yes, 

575. Mr. Doe.] You stated Port Kembla would be a 
suitable place for the shipment of wheat. Do you regard 
it as essential that silos should be built there?—No. 

576. You had in mind the shipment of bag wheat ?— 
Yes. Very little additional equipment would be required. 
It could be shipped quite easily from the low-level jetty. 

577. Mr. Mahony.| Do you require more wharfage accom- 
modation at Port Kembla for deep-sea vessels?—Yes; but 
the wharfage accommodation there at present is not being 
used to its full capacity, or anything approaching it. 

578. Mr. Travers.| Do you think the difference in dis- 
tance between Moss Vale and Sydney, and Moss Vale and 
Wollongong, roughly about 52 miles, would be sufficient 
inducement to divert the grain which now comes to Sydney 
from the Southern Riverina to Port Kembla?——It would 


at times where there is pressure through lack of berthing 
accommodation. J do not think that people would store 
grain at Port Kembla as they would in Sydney. There 
are no facilities for it at Port Kembla. But it would be 
quite possible in times when there is considerable pres- 
sure on Sydney accommodation to divert bag wheat across 
country to Port Kembla—to send it straight from the 
interior right through for shipment. 

579. Does it often happen that you are unable to get 
berthing accommodation in Sydney?—Yes, in the busy 
seasons. 

580. Apart from the shipping facilities at Port Kembla, 
do you look upon the port itself as being a safe one for 
oversea shipping ?—Yes, except when you get a tornado 
or something approaching it. It has reasonably good 
holding ground under ordinary circumstances. J have 
always recommended oversea shipowners, when consulted 
by them, to send their ships there. Means should be pro- 
vided for handling coke at the port. We will be face to 
face shortly with the French, who will in all probability 
send their own coke from France to New Caledonia. New 
Caledonia is at present drawing the whole of its coke from 
New South Wales, and we want it to continue to do so. It 
is in the interests of our collieries that it should so con- 
tinue. It is a most desirable way of using up the small 
coal, 


Major John James Walters, Sunbury, Warren-road, 
Edgecliff, sworn, and examined :— 


581. Mr. Burke.] Do you favour the construction of the 
proposed line?2—Yes. It would shorten the distance from 
the southern line to the Illawarra district by nearly 100 
miles, ‘flat is a big consideration. 

582. What products would materially assist the line to 
help to make it a paying proposition’—AIll produets re- 
quired in connection with the iron industry. 

5883. You anticipate the establishment of Messrs. Hos- 
kins’ works there?—Yes. There will be other traffic there 
as well. 

584. Do you know anything of the works at present 
established at Port Kembla ?~—Not much. I know Hoskins’ 
propose to put up works there. 

585. Are you engaged in any industry ?—No. 

586. Do you know the country along the line of route?— 
I know portion of it. I do not know from Macquarie Pass 
down. 

587. Is the country good in the direction of the moun- 
tain top in the direction of Wollongong?—You do not get — 
any good country till you get on the lands below the cliffs. 

588. Is the flat country suitable for closer settlement — 
Yes. I think the line if constructed would be profitable. 
I propose a better route, going more to the south. J] am 
told that the grade on the proposed line is 1 in 33. Judg- 
ing from past experience we know the Government has 
had to expend thousands of pounds to alter such grades on 
the Illawarra, Southern, and Western lines. By going 4 
few miles further south along the face of the mountain 4 
grade of 1 in 50 could be obtained. The route would 
be a little bit longer than the proposed line, but there is an 
area of 10,000 acres of Government coal land there which 
the line I suggest would serve. <A large amount would be 
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received by the Government for land required for resi- 
dential purposes. It would become a second Blue Moun- 
tains. There is beautiful scenery all round the district 
equal to anything on the Blue Mountains. The altitude 
is high. Coal-minues would be opened there from which the 
Government would derive an immense revenue. If the 
railway cost double and was double the distance I consider 
from a national standpoint it should be the line adopted. 

589. You would deviate from the present route?—Yes, 
between the proposed line and the coast, and run in the 
direction of Jamberoo. Mr. Jamieson, of the Public 
Works Department, went over the route. The line I pro- 
pose would be away from the catchment area. 

590. Is your idea to take the railway round the moun- 
tain?—It would go over the mountain, but a better grade 
would be obtained by going further round. You would 
get to the same point in either case. 

591. You say the climb is too direct along the proposed 
route ?—Yes, I think the grade is too steep. 

592. Has the route you propose been surveyed?—No. A 
flying tour was made by Mr. Jamieson with an aneroid. 

593. Are you of opinion, in the event of the line being 
constructed, it would be a paying proposition within a 
reasonable number of years?—I think it would. 

594, It is estimated there will be a deficit at the ke- 
ginning ?—Probably there would be for a couple of years. 

595. Would this district become a great tourist resort ?— 
TI am certain of it. 

596. Are you of opinion there will be a big interchange 
of tourist traffic between the coast and the tableland?—I 
think there are immense prospects there for big tourist 
trafiie. 

597. Mr. Mahony.] Is your suggestion to take the line 
down as far south as Jamberoo?—Yes. 

598. Where do you propose to take off from the railway 
line?—Probably from the point where the proposal under 
consideration starts. 

599. If your suggestion is right with regard to Jam- 
beroo would it not be better to take off at the road from 
Jamberoo near Albin Park?—It may be, or a little north 
of that. 

600. Would you not have to go over two ranges of moun- 
tains near Jamberoo?—It would go to the north-west of 
Jamberoo in the direction of Robertson. 

601. Would you not have to climb the mountains twice # 
—No; you would go along the face of the mountain. 

602. From a military point of view has the line any 
significance?—I consider all such lines would be most 
useful from a military point of view—more so in that 
respect than from other aspects. 

603. Do you think it would be more suitable than the 
southern line from a military point of view?—Yes. 

604. Mr. Doe.| Did you get the grade of 1 in 50 from 
Mr. Jamieson?—I think that grade was obtained as the 
result of Mr. Jamieson’s examination. An old resident in 
that district, Mr. Flannery, who has an aneroid, states a 
grade of 1 in 50 can be obtained. 

605. Has the coal deposit of which you have spoken keen 
proved ’—There is some very good coal there. 

606. Do you know that from your own observation ?— 
Yes. With regard to a certain coal, we had a report from 
Mr. John Evans, coal-mining expert, who considered some 
of the coal there to be better than that further north. 

607. The route you recommend will be longer than the 
proposed route?—Yes, several miles longer; but that will 
be more than compensated for by the better grade, and the 
opening up of Government land. 

608. Where is the Government land situate; is it within 
easy distance of the present Southern line?—No; it is +o 
the west of Jamberoo. 

609. If the deviation you suggest were made, would the 
line serve the Government coal land?—There is no doubt 
about it. 

610. How far is that coal land from Robertson ?—About 
12 miles. 

611. How far would it be from the proposed line to the 
Government coal land?—About 10 miles, 


Thomas Kennedy, Engineer for Railway and Tramway 
Surveys, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined :— 


612. Mr. Travers.] Have you a statement to make ?— 
Yes, with regard to the West Bargo line. The following 
letter was sent by the secretary of the Bargo Railway 
League to Mr. Cleary :— 


Dear Sir,—At a combined meeting of the West Bargo Rail- 
way League and Bargo Progress Association the following 
resolution was unanimously earried, and I have been 
instructed to forward copy of same to you and ask you to do 
what you can to see it through :— 

“That, in subscribing to the survey of a railway line to 
link up the main Southern line with Wollongong, this 
League is desirous of having the above proposal thoroughly 
investigated prior to any finality being arrived at with 
regard to the Moss Vale-Kembla proposal. Seeing that a 
great saving in cost is involved owing to the apparent 
difference in length and cheaper construction along the Bargo 
to Wollongong route it is emperative that a thorough inves: 
tigation be carried out of this latter proposal and that a 
detailed and comprehensive report be submitted showing the 
result of such investigation. The results to be made known 
as early as possible through the medium of the press.” 

Trusting you will assist us towards obtaining same in 
your usual efficient manner. 

I am, &c., 


Lig de Cp teks 
Hon. Secretary, Bargo Railway League. 
Mr. J. J. Cleary, M.L.A. : 


To that letter I replied as follows :— 


6th January, 1922. 
Proposed RatLway—West Barco ro WOLLONGONG. 

The line as indicated by the Bargo Progress Association 
forming a connection from the Southern railway to Port 
Kembla has been investigated from available levels. ‘The 
length of the line to be constructed is approximately 32 
miles. West Bargo being 26 miles from Moss Vale, the 
length from Unanderra, where the line joins the South 
Coast railway, by the West Bargo route would be 58 miles 
as compared with 38 miles by the Moss Vale-Robertson route 
—an increase of 20 miles for all southern traffic to Port 
Kembla, west of Moss Vale. 

The line for about 26 miles passes through the Sydney 
water supply reserve on which no traffic would be obtained 

There is a fall from West Bargo to the Nepean River of 
about 600 feet, and an expensive bridge would be required. 
Then there is a rise of about 600 feet to the Illawarra range, 
which is crossed at about 1,050 feet above sea-level. 

The grade on the descent from the range to Unanderra 
would be 1 in 30. 

No object would be served by the construction of the West 
Bargo route. There would be no saving in the cost of con- 
struction as compared with the Moss Vale-Robertson route. 

Great objection would be taken by the Metropolitan Board 
of Water Supply and Sewerage to the route, which practi- 
eally passes centrally through the water reserve. The 
through distance would be increased by 20 miles. : 

It is recommended that no further expense be incurred in 
ecnnection with the proposed route. 

T. KENNEDY, 
Engineer for Railway and Tramway Surveys. 

613. In the line from Bargo to Port Kembla there would 
be 6 miles less construction than from Moss Vale to Port 
Kembla?—Yes. JI may point out that from Moss Vale to 
Robertson the construction would be very easy, there is 
very little cutting. 

614. The cost of the construction of the line from Bargo 
to Port Kembla would be about the same as that of the 
proposed line?—Yes. 

615. Would the whole line go practically through the 
catchment area ’—Yes. 

616. That line if constructed would create, as a con- 
sequence, no new traffic?—That is so. From Unanderra 
to the top of the range would be a steep grade, so that you 
could not get any traffic on that length of it. 

617. Has consideration been given by you to a proposal 
to start from Bowral instead of from Moss Vale?—We had 
originally a line from Bowral to Robertson. That waa 
before the route to Unanderra was discovered. 

618. Apart altogether from connecting Moss Vale and 
Port Kembla, has any consideration been given by your 
Department to bring the line more direct from Moss Vale 
to scme point on the South Coast line, say, Albion Park? 


Witness—T. Kennedy, 21 August, 1923. 


—Yes, the whole matter has been investigated from end 
to end, and we could not get a practicable line withoul 
going to a prohibitive cost. 

619. Take a point, say, from Robertson down towards 
Jamberoo and on to Kiama: what are the prospects of 
getting a line through there with a reasonable grade ?¢— 
You could not get down very well. From Robertson down 
on the south of the line from the Macquarie Pass for about 
7 or 8 miles there are very steep cliffs and you cannot 
get through anywhere. We had a survey which came 
about 8 miles south from Robertson and then turned round 
and ran in under the range again, and after it had gone 
17 miles it was only three-quarters of a mile away from 
where it started. That was prohibitive. 

620. Is there any prospect of a line going further north 
through Robertson, striking. a point, say, between Albion 
Park and Dapto?’—No. We follow the range from Robert- 
son and then get on to the Port Kembla range, which runs 
from Unanderra. So that once you leave Unanderra you 
do not lose a foot of ground. You are ascending all the 
way to Robertson. 

621. Can we take it that the result of the work of your 
Department is that the line from Moss Vale to Port Kembla 
is absolutetly the best you can get in that district, all 
things considered ?—Yes. In fact, it was the only line we 
were able to get which the Department would put before 
the Committee. 

622. Have you been over the country yourself ?—Yes. 


623. Will you give the Committee your opinion of the 
country between Robertson and Moss Vale?—From ‘Moss 


Vale the country is not very good for 5 or 6 miles. For 
about half-way you get on to the red basaltic soil. That is 


all around Robertson for about 7 or 8 miles. On the other 
side you get on to rich basaltic land practically suitable 
for anything; but afterwards you do not get anything of 
great value. You are on the main Illawarra range. 

624. From the point of view of production this line is 
limited on the northern side by the catchment area. There- 
fore, the most you would expect to get would be from the 
southern side. Is the country to the south such that it 
would lend itself to easy access?—Only for about 6 or 7 
miles. Then it falls off into the Kangaroo Valley. 


625. Would that be the limit of its influence?—Yes, and 
4 or 5 miles north. 

626. Leaving Robertson and going north, say, over to- 
wards Albion Park, would you be able to get 5 or 6 miles 
which would be served there ?—It drops right off at Robert- 
son nearly 1,000 feet. 

627. After leaving Robertson you can expect nothing 
for the line in the way of settlement?—Nothing at all. 


628. About 6 miles south of Robertson would be the 
limit?—Yes, you would get off the plateau there. 


629. Mr. Drummond.| The claim has been made that 
if the Bargo proposal were constructed an even grade of 1 
in 50 could be obtained and a very steep climb up the 
Ilawarra range avoided?—No, they would still have to 
climb the Illawarra range with a grade of 1 in 30. That 
grade would be common to both proposals. 


630. Charrman.| Did you make any report on the pos- 
sible pollution of the waters as the result of the construc- 
tion of this line?—Yes. I made several reports with 
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reference to that. In answer to a letter from the secretary 
of the Water and Sewerage Board in which it was stated 
the line would pollute the water, I made this reply: 


With regard to the pollution of the area by the construc- 
tion of the railway as surveyed, it is pointed out that for 
about 9 miles the Southern railway between Picton and 
Mittagong runs through the area, and the main Southern 
road traverses the area fot 7 miles. On the Robertson side 


of the catchment area the area of East and West Kangaloon, 


with connecting roads from Robertson to Bowral and Mac- 


quarie Pass, are all on the catchment area. 


It is not the only source of pollution. With regard to the 
pollution of that water I have some figures with reference 
to the pollution of other areas in different parts of Europe 
with regard to which I stated: 


Tests have been carried out in the case of many towns in 
Europe situated on rivers, and it has been found that 
pollution practically disappears about 25 miles below Vienna 
on the Danube aud about 9 miles below Zurich and about 6 
miles below Cologne on the Rhine. These are swiftly-run- 
ning streams, but in reservoirs and other slowly-moving 
waters the distances over which pollution would be notice 
able would be less owing to the higher rate of sedimentation. 
The Water Board’s standard is 32 miles from the source of 
pollution to the supply reservoirs, and the distance (by 
stream) from the proposed railway to Potts’ Hill is 48 miles, 
or 50 per cent. further than what the Board considers a safe 
margin. Moreover, the ballasted track of the railway would 
form an excellent filter, so that it would be impossible for 
any solid matter to reach the water supply. Where streams 
are crossed it would be in culverts where there would be a 
proper ballasted track. 

The authority for the figures given above is “ Public water 
Supplies,’ by F. E. Turneaure and It. L. Russell (2nd Ed., 
1911). 


The distance from the proposed railway to Pott’s Hill is 48 
miles, or 16 miles more than the Board say the catchment 
area would be safe from pollution. 
tion would be from lavatories in the train. There would 
be no settlement. All the refuse from the lavatories would 
fall between the rails on a ballasted line which had 15 
inches of ballast and more or less of sand. No water could 
run over it. It would probably be dispersed in a water- 
course. If our railway crossed a stream—there are only 
small streams—we would have culverts there which would 
be ballasted right over the top so there would probably be 
no direct communication. Even if there were a bridge, 
ballast could be put on the bridge, and so act as a filter. 
631. There are no large watercourses crossed which lead 


into the catchment areat—No. They are mostly dry 
watercourses. There will be no bridges across, only via- 
ducts. 


632. Mr. Travers.| Regarding those places which you 
have just quoted in relation to water supphes: can you say 
whether the water supplies of those towns or cities is 
treated ;—is there any filtration plant?—As far as I can 
gather the water is taken directly from the river without 
treatment. It was said there would be something like, say, 
£1,500,000 spent on filtration. If the worst happened they 
would only have to filter the water which was polluted. I 
take it they would not have to filter the whole Sydney 
water supply. If filtration is necessary it should be done 
now, because there is a railway running through some 
portion of the catchment area. It has been stated the rail 
way was 10 miles from the stored water. But it is not 
stored water they use, but the water which goes to Potts’ 
Hill, 48 miles away. On their own showing in 32 miles 
everything is dispersed. 


WEDNESDAY, 


Any danger of pollu-- 


39 


WEDNESDAY, 22 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHAikMan). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Rosperrt Manony. 
Francis MicHart Burke, Esq. 


Wituiam CamMerron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drum™Monp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla. 


Jeffrey Milburn Dodd, M.L.C., sworn, and examined :— 


633. Chairman.] What evidence do you wish to offer with 
reference to the proposed railway ?—I was appointed by 
the Gundagai Council to give evidence before the Com- 
mittee with regard to this line. I represent the Riverina 
district. J am in favour of the construction of the line, 
as it would be of great advantage to that part of the State 
in transporting stock. At times there is a good season 
in the Riverina when there is practically a drought on the 
coast, and vice versa, Under existing conditions it would 
be impossible to send stock round by way of Sydney. The 
line would also be of advantage in the purchase of stock in 
connection with the dairying industry, and probably some 
benefit would be derived in connection with sheep. 

634. That is the sheep sent from the southern districts 
to the coast?—Yes. If the line were constructed it would 
take twenty-four or thirty hours to get stock from the 
central Riverina to the coast. 

635. Other witnesses have testified that by shortening 
the haulage for wheat to the coast this line would be of 
advantage to the southern farmers;—have you considered 
that point of view?—It would be a big advantage to them. 
There is not a solitary mill on the coast. The wheat has 
to go to Sydney and be taken back again to Wollongong. 
The mere fact of being able to get wheat from the Riverina 
would cheapen it by at least 8s. or 4s. a ton. The line 
would also be of advantage in the handling of their produce 
generally. 

636. Are you speaking of wheat for export overseas or 
for local consumption ’—F rom both points of view. If the 
line were constructed the wheat could be run right on 
board ship. There would be a big saving by doing that. 
It would be a distinct advantage in the bulk handling of 
wheat. 

637. Is not the wheat in Sydney taken now by rail to the 
wharf ?—A considerable portion of it. The wheat could be 
handled much cheaper by sending it to Port Kembla rather 
than to Sydney. There would be an advantage also in con- 
nection with wool. There are the same facilities for stor- 
ing wool at Port Kembla as at Pyrmont and other places, 
especially when the wool is to be sent oversea. If coal 
could be taken across it would be much cheaper than hav- 
ing to send it round. There would not be so many delays 
as occur now. By sending it round by way of Sydney it is 
delayed for several days. There is a saving of 100 miles in 
haulage. Under existing conditions there is no chance of 
getting fresh blood to deal with new coal-measures, but 
with the proposed railway material assistance would be 
afforded in their development. I do not agree with the 
statement made that pollution of the Sydney water supply 
would follow as a result of the construction of the pro- 
posed line. I have always understood that the earth is 
the natural deodoriser of any ‘substance likely to cause 
pollution. Where you have a ballasted line there is not 
much chance of pollution, because the debris from the 
heavily-timbered country would purify the water before it 
went any great distance. The Riverina is one of the great 
wheat areas of the State, and by shortening the haulage 
distance, superphosphates, which would be of great benefit 
to the farming community in that part of the State, could 
be supplied more cheaply, thus creating a greater demand 
for the superphosphates. I would like to refer to mining, 
particularly near Gundagai. I know that district well. 
There are deposits of copper there. One of the oldest 
mines in the State, the Snowball copper mine, where years 


ago there were 300 men employed, is in that district. With 
less railway charges and cheap power provided from Bur- 
rinjuck, there would be development of that mine in the 
very near future. A number of other mines would also be 
opened up in that district which would give considerable 
freight to the line. There are deposits of chrome and 
manganese of somewhat low grade, but which with cheap 
power could be treated and brought to an oversea market. 
There is a fair amount of gold-mining there. There are 
millions of tons of low-grade ore in the Lake George and 
other copper mines. I certainly think, when cheap power 
is available, the copper mine will be started once more. 
Woollen mills and other industries associated with wool 
would be established at Port Kembla. The line would be 
used as a tourist resort. It is almost impossible for a 
man with a large family to go to surf-bathing places adja- 
cent to Sydney, because the cost is very great. If an outlet 
to the coast were provided it would mean considerable 
additional traffic on the Southern line and its branches. If 
a start is made with the Federal Capital, Port Kembla 
will be for it a convenient port. 

638. Mr. Cameron.| To link up the two systems of rail- 
way—the South Coast and the Southern—would you say 
the line from Moss Vale to Port Kembla would be the best 
connection to be made first?—I think the proposed line is 
the most important one in the State at the present juncture 
by reason of the fact that it will open up such large in- 
dustries at Port Kembla. 

639. Mr, Burke.] What influence or bearing will the in- 
dustries at present established at Port Kembla have upon 
the proposed line?—It is going to materially increase the 
output of superphosphates because of the reduction in rail- 
way freight. It will be of assistance to the Electrolytic 
Company. We will get large quantities of copper later on 
from that part of the State. There would be a copper wire 
industry established. The Postmaster-General’s Depart- 
ment would require copper wire. Why should that wire 
be hauled an extra 100 miles! That would apply also to 
private individuals. 

640. You mean that would be required for the south ?— 
Yes, right through almost to Victoria. 

641. You think the Superphosphates Company will bene- 
fit by reason of the easy access afforded to the south in the 
disposal of its products ?—Yes. 

642. From what part would the ore be obtained ?—From 
the Snowball copper mine and Lake George. 

643. Are they at present sending ore?—No. I was about 
the last person to send ore from Snowball copper mine. I 
found it impossible in view of the railway charges to treat 
the quality of ore there. 5 

644. Are those mines being worked at present ?—No. 

645. Do you think from the industries at present estab- 
lished at Port Kembla that they would afford sufficient 
freight to the line to make it a paying proposition ?—I 
think it would go a long way towards it if Hoskins is going 
to establish his ironworks there. 

646. You have in mind, when speaking of the industries 
at Port Kembla, the prospective new industry which will 
be created by Hoskins Ltd. ?—Yes. 

647. Do you think there will be any likelihood of Robert- 
son or the highlands being used as a health resort ?—Yes, it 
is one of the finest health resorts in the State. Vegetables 
could be grown there. There is an elevation of about 2,000 
feet. I should say it is one of the best tourist resorts in 
Australia in view of its proximity to the coast, 
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648. Do you think the vegetables that would be grown on 
the tablelands would find their way to the coast?—A con- 
siderable portion of them. 

649. Are you of opinion that with the industries estab- 
lished at Port Kembla, combined with tourist trafic and 
the production of vegetables, the line will be made a paying 
one within a reasonable time’—Almost from the start with 
Hoskins’ works established. 

650. Would it not take some time to get the iron foundry 
going ’—It will also take some time to build the line. They 
could go on simultaneously. J consider Port Kembla will 
be the Birmingham of Australia. 

651. Mr, Mahony.] You have a fair knowledge of min- 
ing ?—Yes. 

652. Has the Lake George district been tested for copper 
ore ’—Yes. 

653. Do you think the construction of the proposed line 
would help the opening of the mines in the Southern dis- 
trict ?—I am looking to the time when we shall have cheap 
power from Burrinjuck, which will assist in opening all 
those mines. 

654. Cheap power and the opening of this line would 
give some impetus to the mining industry there ?—Yes. 

655. You think the ores from that district would be sent 
to Port Kembla?—Undoubtedly. They would have to go 
there. 

656. Would there be a market for the copper after manu- 
facture anywhere south of Moss Vale?—There would be 
the usual trade requirements. 

657. Would the Commonwealth Government require any 
great quantity of copper wire?—The construction of the 
line will very materially assist in cheapening the freight 
on copper wire in that part of the State to the Govern- 
ment and to private individuals. 

658. Is there a market for coal—South Coast coal in 
particular—in any of the towns south or south-west of 
Moss Vale?—I think there is a fair demand. It is diff- 
cult to get coal. The shortage of wood is becoming acute 
in inland towns. In Gundagai it is almost impossible to 
get wood, 

659. Do you think there would be an export of wool from 
Port Kembla. From your knowledge of the present sys- 
tem of wool sales, do you think buyers would come from the 
principal cities to look at the wool?—I do. Men come 
from overseas to purchase wool in Australia. A few miles 


extra by rail should not be of great moment when proper 
facilities are provided for showing the wool. There is 
plenty of room at Port Kembla—much more than there is 
in Sydney. 

660. Mr. Paxton, ex-President of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, did not hold out any great prospect for the export 
of wool from Port Kembla. Do you agree with his state- 
ment ’?—I do not. Sydney people naturally would not want 
to have wool sent to any other place but Sydney. 

661. Mr. Travers.| Seeing that Port Kembla is within 
60 miles of Sydney, do you think that fact alone would 
militate against Port Kembla being used as an overseas 
port for the shipment of wheat ?—I do not think it would. 
I should say shortening the distance to the coast—and 
there would be better facilities for handling wheat there 
than in Sydney; the wheat could be run right into the ship 
at Port Kembla—would be of very material advantage to 
the farmers, especially in handling large quantities of 
wheat. : 

662. Why do you anticipate there would be better facili- 
ties afforded at Port Kembla for handling wheat than in 
Sydney ?—I am of opinion that they could get the wheat — 
more easily on board at Port Kembla. Proper facilities 
would have to be provided in order to handle the wheat of 
the Riverina district. 

663. Something definite would have to happen to disturb 
the existing flow of trade; and Port Kembla is very close to 
Sydney ?—I suppose flour mills would be established there. 
Hitherto it was not possible to get wheat across there; and 
consequently it was milled in Sydney. 

664, With regard to fertilisers: Where do most of the 
superphosphates that go to the Southern Riverina come 
from—Victoria?—I think the bulk of the superphosphates 
come from Port Kembla. 

665. If this line were built, do you think, as far as this 
State is concerned, it would put that industry on a better 
footing ?—Yes, a very much better footing. 

666. The estimated cost of this line is £854,024 and the 
interest charge would ‘be approximately £47,000. Do you 
think there would be sufficient traffic over the line to meet 
that interest charge?—I think there would after four or 
five years. There is sure to be a little loss at the eom- 
mencement, but in a few years’ time I think it will be one 
of our best paying lines. 

667. Are you basing that opinion on the supposition that 
Mr. Hoskins would start there ?—That is the big factor. 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
. Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 


Thomas Irving Campbell, Secretary to the Farmers and 
Settlers’ Association, 7 O’Connell Street, Sydney, 
sworn and examined :— 


668. Chairman: Will you make a statement with regard 
to the proposed line from Moss Vale to Port Kembla ?’— 
We regard the proposed line as a good step towards 
decentralisation. The opening of a port at Kembla 
would be of very material benefit to the producers gener- 
ally of the Riverina and the central portion of the State. 
The Riverina district produces the great bulk of the 
primary products of New South Wales. The building 
of the proposed line would relieve, to a large extent, the 
congestion which we feel so much through the whole of 
the products being sent to Sydney for export. The pro- 
posed line would shorten the route to the seaboard by 
approximately 100 miles, That fact would assist yery 


ereatly in relieving the congestion in connection with the 
large amount of export produce, such as wheat and wool, 
which goes through the congested area of the city, and 
would add very considerably to the expedition with which 
that produce could be handled. We know that there is 
very great congestion of loaded trucks, which are hung 
up for days in the city, and it is very desirable that that 
should be avoided, because the position with the producer 
now is such that every facility should be extended to 
him, to enable him to hold his own with the other coun- 
tries with which he is now in competition for oversea 
trade. Another very material aspect of the line from the 
producer’s point of view is that the superphosphate works 
are now established at Kembla, and the quantity: that 
would be required in our wheat areas, in the centre and 


the Riverina districts, must represent a very large propor- 
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tion of the stiperphosphate trade. 1 am credibly advised 
30,000 to 40,000 tons of that commodity would be 
despatched to inland districts from that particular centre. 
Again, the proposed line would add very considerably to 
the expedition with which that line of goods could be 
handled, and superphosphates must be handled most 
expeditiously when it is required for use on the lands of 
the State. I have attended deputations to the Premier 
on this matter. JI was very much impressed with the 
evidence given by Mr, Hoskins with regard to the influence 
this line would have upon the secondary industries, such 
as the industries of Lithgow. I believe the construction 
of this line would materially assist in developing New 
South Wales to an extent that no other line would, for 
such a comparatively small outlay. I visited Kembla, and 
looked at the port. I am advised there is a depth of 
upwards of 30 feet of water there, so that provision could 
be made for large vessels to visit the port, and take away 
big loadings. I do not think the proposed line would 
interfere with the water supply of the metropolis. 

669. You stated you thought this line would shorten the 
route to the seaboard by something like 100 miles. On 
what do you base that estimate?—By taking the length of 
line from Moss Vale to Sydney, and from Sydney round 
to Kembla. To cut across the two sides of the triangle 
would shorten the distance to a very considerable extent, 
and would relieve the traffic from going through the main 
congested area. 

670. From your personal inspection of Port Kembla, 
and from what you have read of the development of other 
ports, do you think there is likely to be any considerable 
number of oversea ships coming to Port Kembla to take 
the wool and wheat if the line were built?—I believe so— 
that is, if harbour facilities were provided. 

671. And shore facilities also?’—Yes. 

672.—Do you consider there is likely to be wool sales 
at Port Kembla?—I would hardly say that. There would 
be wool sales in Albury. Such sales are now being held 
there, as a matter of fact. A number of Continental 
buyers would operate there. There may be wool sales also in 
Goulburn, and that facilities at Kembla would be of 
very material advantage to them. 

673. Do you regard the suecess of the proposal as being 
dependent upon the establishment of iron and steel works 
at Port Kembla?—I think it would have a very material 
effect upon its success. 

674. Would the general utility of the line be such as 
to warrant its construction, even if Mr. Hoskins had not 
made the statement that he intends to go on with his 
works?—I think it would be, from the point of view of 
decentralisation, and the greater expedition in handling 
our export trades. Naturally, other industries would 
follow, for which suitable provision could be made. ° 

675. You mentioned one item of traffic that would go 
from Port Kembla to the country, namely, fertilizers; 
what other revenue or trafic would you expect to go that 
way?—That would depend largely upon the industries 
which are to be created, such as Mr. Hoskins outlined. T 
understand he would go in for steel works. 

676. Has your association ever considered this line 
formally ?—Yes. Our interested branches in the Riverina 
have held meetings at various times, and I believe Mr. 
Field was deputed by the Wagga district to attend 
deputations as their representative on that particular 
section. Other districts, such as Young, Cootamundra, 
and Temora, are also very particularly interested in the 
matter; it would be a very useful line and would materi- 
ally help the export from those places. 

677. Has any definite resolution been arrived at by the 
general association of the farmers and_ settlers?—Not 
other than that this is a line which should be supported 
from the decentralisation point of view . 

678. Mr. Camercn.] You made a statement that the 
greater proportion of primary products of New South 
Wales are grown in the southern districts?—That is, 
between the Lachlan and the Murray. 
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Wiiness—T. 1. Campbell, 23 August, 1923. 


679, Have you any figures to substantiate that /—I think 
the Statistical Register would very easily demonstrate 
that. 

680. Have the graziers indicated in any way that they 
are desirous of having wool sales in Goulburn ?—Yes. 
There is a prospect of a woollen mill being established at 
Goulburn; and naturally, I think they would also have 
wool sales. 

681. Has the Buyers’ Association been approached in 
connection with it?—Il eannot say. The buyers would 
go where the commodity was. Take Albury, as a case in 
point. There are very good wool sales there now, and 
the accommodation is being greatly increased. 

632. Do Continental buyers attend the wool sales there 4 
—Yes. The farmers and graziers have recently built new 
storage accommodation there, owing to the increasing 
sales which have taken place in that centre. 

683. Who have established there 2—Y oung- 
husband and Dalgety. 

624. Do recognised Continental buyers who operate in 
the Sydney market attend the Albury sales?--Yes. Good 
prices are obtained there, practically as good as in any 
of the other centres—that is, provided the wool is good 
enough. Some cf our best wools are being placed there. 

685. With regard to the shipment of wheat: the differ- 
ence in the length of railway line from Moss Vale to 
Sydney and Moss Vale to Port Kembla is not very great; 
what would be the difference in freight?—It would amount 
to about 1d. per bushel, I take it. 

686. Considering the better facilities that are afforded 
for the handling of wheat in Sydney, there would have 
to be a considerable improvement made in the accom- 
mcodation at Port IKembla?—Yes, that would be only 
natural. 

687. I suppose the opinion of your association is that 
the southern railway system should be linked up with 
the South Coast railway system, and that this is the best 
connection that could be made?—It is, as far as we can 
caleulate it. 

688. And that this 
constructed ?—Yes. 

689. Mr. Burke.] Dces your association mainly sup- 
port this line from the standpoint of decentralisation !—~ 
Largely, and from a utility standpoint also. 

690. Has your association ever gone into the business 
side of the question, from the point of view as to whether 


stores 


connection should be the first 


it would pay within a reasonable number of years’—We 


feel that if it would pay to bring the goods a longer 
distance to Sydney, it should pay a little bit better to take 
them a shorter distance to Port Kembla. 

691. Would there be sufficient trade?—I think there 
would, that is, if we can get the relief from the present 
congestion, from which production suffers so much at 
present, 

692. The estimated cost of the construction of the line 
is £854,024. That will mean a very large amount 
annually in interest alone. Have you sufficient knowledge 
of the industries at Port Kembla to be able to say that 
from those industries alone a big revenue would be 
obtained ?—Yes, I should say there would be. 

693. From what mostly—superphosphates ?—That would 
be an inland traffic. Then there are wire works, and the 
electrolytic works. 

694. Do you think much trade would be done in wire 
on that line?—I think so. 

695. I suppose your association, in conjunction with the 
question of decentralisation, is taking into consideration 
the fact that Messrs. Hoskins Ltd., are likely to establish 
big works there?—Yes, we are influenced to a consider- 
able degree by that. 

696. You think that from a decentralisation point of 
view, the fact that Hoskins is likely to establish big works 
there would be sufficient justification for the building oi 
the line—that is, from the point of view of your associa- 
tion ?—Yes, EAah ey mee Te Se he ere 
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697. Mr Mahony.] Are any large quantities of wool 
sold in Albury ?—Yes. 

698. Does any of it find its way to Melbourne ?—Some 
of it. 

699. A greater proportion than is sent to Sydney ’—The 
greater part of it, I take it, would go to Melbourne. We 
would obtain a certain amount of wool traffic from there, 
and also from Goulburn, if the proposed line were con- 
structed. If Albury can establish inland sales there is 
no reason why Goulburn should not be able to establish 
them. 

700. If wool sales are not initiated at Goulburn, then 
in all probability you would not get any wool over the 
line- from there?—No. 

701. Mr. Travers.| Is Victoria an active competitor 
with New South Wales in the supplying of superphos- 
phates to Riverina ’—Yes. 

702. Would this line, if constructed, ease the position 
so far as this State is concerned ?—It would. 

703. Can you say whether there is any considerable 
quantity of superphosphates used in the southern 
Riverina?—Yes. We are in competition with Victoria 
for the Riverina trade. 

704. Can you say whether Victoria sends a greater 
quantity of superphosphates to Riverina than comes from 
New South Wales?—I would say New South Wales sup- 
plies the greater amount. 

705. If the line were constructed, the position would be 
much more favourable to New South Wales ?—Yes. 

706. Speaking of this line from the decentralisation 
point of view, do you think the short distance, roughly 
60 miles, that separates Port Kembla from Sydney, would 
be sufficient to disturb the existing trade relations between 
Southern Riverina and Sydney ?—I think it would improve 
the position of the New South Wales manufacturers to a 
very considerable extent, because they would be able to 
get their supplies away with much greater expedition. 
They would miss the congestion of several days wait 
practically in getting from the congested area of the 
metropolis. That would be a very material factor when 
in competition with Victoria. 

707. Is there much delay now with oversea trade coming 
to Sydney by rail?—I would say there is. 

708. Would that apply to wheat and wool?—Yes, par: 
ticularly at the time it is wanted. There has been very 
considerable congestion in the past. There has not been 
so much of later years, whilst it has been pooled and been 
handled in big quantities. 

709. During the last seven or eight years, the facilities 
which have been created for the transit of wheat and 
wool have militated to a large extent against the con- 
gestion’—To some extent; but to my mind the future of 
the wheat industry in New South Wales is very good, 
and [I think we will require much greater facilities for 
export than we have at present. With the new settlement 
that is being established and proposed, under the policy of 
the Government, if we rely upon the one shipping port 
of Sydney, then I think our people will be living in a 
fool’s paradise, and when they have got the stuff to send 
away, the facilities will not be here to handle it. I have 
no hesitation in saying that now is the time when we 
should be looking for better outlets for our productions 
than are apparent at present. 

710. Would you look upon Port Kembla as being a 
suitable port for the Riverina trade?—Yes. 

711. Mr. Doe.| With regard to Port Kembla as a 
place for the shipment of Riverina wheat: do you consider 
it would be necessary to provide the dual system of 
handling the wheat—by the silo as well as in the bag ?— 
It would be advisable, I think, to have an arrangement 
by which shipping in bulk could be earried out. Of 
course, it would all depend upon the demand there would 
be for that system. I should say it would not be advisable 


perhaps to build a silo at Kembla until the trade was 


absolutely established with the bag wheat. 


712, You think that the bag system of handling, at 
any rate in the initial stages of the shipment of wheat, 
would meet the case until such time as opportunity 
occurred sufficient to warrant the Government in building 
a silo?—-Yes. I think it would be a most judicious way 
to handle the question. 

718. As regards decentralisation of the system of selling 
wool. Is it not possible for that to be carried out to such 
an extent as to destroy, in part, at any rate, the value 
of wool sales, that is, by making too many places for 
sellins wool, with consequent loss of opportunity to the 
buyers to get to the various places?—I think it is hardly 
likely to be overdone. There would be very few centres 
suitable for the establishment of big central stores. Albury 
is a place which has demonstrated that it is suitable, and 
T feel confident that Goulburn is another place that will 
establish its claims in that direction. 

714. Chairman: None of the wheat is shipped at New- 
castle ?—No, largely owing to the want of facilities. 

715. Do you think that is the main reason ?—Yes. 


Ernest Field, farmer, Marrar, sworn and examined :— 


716. Mr. Doe.| Do you support the construction of the 
proposed line?—I represent the Murrumbidgee Pastora- 
lists’ Association of Riverina; the Farmers and Settlers’ 
Association, of which I am the executive member; and 
also the Voluntary Wheat Pool Committee, of which I 
am a member. Speaking as a grower, I look upon this line 
as an absolute necessity, for the reasons given by Mr. 
Campbell, with whose evidence I am thoroughly in accord. 
But he omitted to state the disadvantage we are in now, 
and will be in the future, in regard to coal. We have to 
cart our coal for the secondary industries which we ate 
trying to develop in Wagga, Narrandera, and other towns. 
The coal has to be carted by two most tortuous and 
expensive lines in the State, either from Wollongong 
through Sydney, or from Neweastle. We look upon this 
line as a necessity to reduce the freight charges on the 
coal we use. We are using huge quantities of coal in 
Wagga, Narrandera, and Cootamundra. It is used very 
largely in connection with the farming industry. Our 
wood stocks are getting very low. Riverina is the chaff 
depot of New South Wales. Ganmain, Coolamon, and 
Marrar are the three great chaff centres of the State. We 
are turning our attention to coal to drive our traction 
engines, and are at a great disadvantage by reason of 
the high cost of that commodity. The cost of wood is 
almost prohibitive, and almost unobtainable. Some of our 
farmers about Riverina are buying wood for their own 
domestic use, and we will have to turn our attention to 
coal in ihe very near future. There is one aspect of the 
wheat question I would like to refer to. For some time to 
come we are going to have bagged wheat. We shall not 
have a complete bulk handling system for many years. 
Nevertheless, we shall ship more wheat than any other 
firm, in faet, we are the only shippers of wheat from New 
South Wales this season. We shipped 75 or 80 per cent. 
of the wheat last year. Under present conditions our 
boats have to go to Neweastle to coal and come back to 
Sydney to load. At Port Kembla they would be able 
to come alongside the wharf, and complete their bunkering 
and loading of the wheat at one time. That would be a 
material advantage to us as producers. I visited Port 
Kembla and had a good look at the shipping facilities 
there. I have had considerable experience of farming in 
New Zealand, and I could not help comparing the facili- 
ties afforded there through the decentralisation scheme at 
Timaru, Napier, and Gisborne, as to a result of the erec- 
tion of breakwaters somewhat similar to what is at Port 
Kembla, where we were able to ship our wheat and frozen 
mutton away from the centres I mentioned, without 
having to make the long journey of about 112 miles from 
Timaru to Lyttleton. We had nothing like the inconveni- 
ence we are suffering from at Wagga, in going 330 miles 


to Sydney. We as farmers in New Zealand, appreciated 
very much that decentralisation scheme. I wish to show 
how the congestion pointed out by Mr. Campbell could 
be relieved. Notwithstanding all the facilities which have 
been completed, development is going ahead in the 
Riverina at an alarming rate. The Public Works Com- 
mittee has already authorised the construction of two or 
three lines, one from Wyalong to Condobolin, through 
splendid wheat country, another from Ungarie to Monia 
Gap—country with which I am familiar—and another 
from Uranquinty to Moon’s Siding, a few miles from 
where I live. All those lines will add to the congestion. 
Fortunately, there is a duplicated line from Sydney to 
Cootamundra; but notwithstanding that fact, all the 
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724. If this line were built it would be some advantage 


in lessening the cost of freight on account of the 100 
miles shorter haulage ?—Yes. 

725. Superphosphates is on about the lowest freightage 
charge. The Railway Commissioners, I think, lose in 
earrying it?—I think that is so. 


726. Is much coal used in the Riverina?—Yes, we use 
The foundries 
The 


coal in connection with the engines there. 
and other engineering plant are all using coal. 
price of the coal at present is almost prohibitive for the 
development of secondary industries. 


727. Where does the coal come from?—From Newcastle 


and the South Coast. 
728. If vou had a line across to Port Kembla, a lot of 


coal would still come from Neweastle?—I think the sup- 
ylies from there would diminish. I think the saving of 
100 miles in carriage would lower the price of coal. For 
blacksmithing I have used South Coast and Newcastle 
coals. 

729. For fuel you should use South Coast coal ?—Yes. 

730. Have you given any consideration to the effect 
that Coorabin coal would have upon the development 
of Riverina?—I have seen the coal, but I do not think 
the quality is as good as the other coal. 

731. If it should turn out to be as good as the other coal, 
it would cut off some of the coal trade to Port Kembla? 
—That would be so. 

732. In the event of Coorabin Coal-field being developed, 
would it not be likely a line of railway would be built 
from that point to link up with the Narrandera-Tocumwal 
line and that would make some difference to you?—On 
the south-western line only. We have some large centres 
which Port Kembla would be in a better position to 
supply than would Coorabin. 

733. Do you know the country between Moss Vale and 
Port Kembla?—Only for a few miles on each side. 

734. How would you describe that country from a pro- 
dueing point of view’ —I do not like it too much, but 
there-are certain valleys which would be suitable for 
dairying. 

735. Mr. Drummond.| The proposed railway will cost 
about £850,000. Do you think the line would be a paying 
proposition within a reasonable length of time?—I am 
certain the producers would patronise the line, but I 
cannot say whether it would be a paying proposition. 

736. Mr. Cameron.| Why could not wheat be shipped 
at Newcastle, seeing you have to go there for coal?— 
Facilities have not been provided there. Sydney always 
has had an advantage in‘ that respect. For years, we, as 
an association, have been advocating that facilities should 
be provided at Newcastle, Port Kembla, Jervis Bay and 
Port Stephens. 


produce has to be carried on a single track: one track 
serving for the up traffic and the other for the down 
traffic. The proposed line will help to relieve the con- 
gestion which undoubtedly exists on our railway lines, 
by diverting the wheat, wool, manure and coal traffic 
to the proposed line, and will save 100 miles of haulage. 
Our association has not passed any special resolutions. 
All our branches, the farmers, and the municipalities feel 
the need of opening up our coal deposits by the con- 
struction of this line. 

717. With regard to superphosphates from Port Kembla, 
you would save 100 miles in transit if the proposed line 
were built ?—Yes. 

718. In wheat traffic the saving in transit would be 
about 50 miles. Would facilities for the shipment of 
wheat in bags be sufficient until such time as it could 
be handled in bulk?—I think it would relieve the position 
for the time being, assuming provision would be made for 
the -erection of silos in the future. One thing must not 
be overlooked. Mr. Campbell rightly said that the 
greatest part of the wheat of the State comes from 
Riverina, and I think will continue to come from there. 
It is the greatest wheat centre in Australia to-day. All 
our silos are concentrated in that area. 


719. Have the silos effected any saving from the farmers’ 
point of view?—Not so far. There has not been any 
saving to me, as a grower. 

720. Have you had considerable experience in the ques- 
tion of superphosphates ?—Yes. 

721. Have you ever purchased superphosphates from 
Melbourne ?—Yes. 

722. And from Kembla’?—Yes. 

723. How do the prices from the two places compare? 
—I think it is a little cheaper in Melbourne. But, taking 


the double handling necessary in crossing the border, 
the price would be about the same. 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 
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Mount Keira, and traverses the side of the range past 
Mount Pleasant Colliery, towards Broker’s Nose. Just be- 
fore reaching Broker’s Nose, the top of the Illawarra range 
there is about 1,100 feet. We enter the range there by tun- 
nel. It is only a small tunnel, and at that point, when we 
emerge from the tunnel, we get on to the catchment area 
af the head waters of the Cataract Dam. We then get 
ou the watershed of the two systems—the water. flowing 
to the Cataract on the north and to the new Cordeaux 
‘Dam on the south. We traverse that watershed for about 


William Henry Hurt, mine timber contractor, Mount 
Keira, sworn and examined :— 


737. Chairman.] You have an alternative route which 
you wish to submit to the Committee?—Yes. I am not 
& surveyor, but am competent to make a survey. The 
alternative route leaves Wollongong where the present 
Port Kembla line junctions with the Main South Coast 
line. Thence it goes in a westerly direction towards 
Mount Keira up what is known as Byrong Creek. It 
then turns in a northerly direction round the east side of 
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12 miles, when we get outside the catchment area. We 
are then on the west side of it. We pass the Nepean, 
and then in a southerly direction connect with the Main 
Southern line about a mile on the south side of Bargo. 
The country lends itself to railway construction; it is very 
easy formation. From Port Kembla via Wollongong to 
Bargo the distance is 37 miles. The line to be con- 
structed is 824 miles, or 10 miles shorter than the Moss 
Vale-Port Kembla route. The cost of construction would 
be approximately about £400,000. There would be a 
saving of at least £400,000 on this line compared with the 
Moss Vale-Port Kembla route. There are one or two 
things I would lke to stress. The Moss Vale route 
leaves on the highest point on the Southern railway to go 
to the coast. By going south of Bargo we leave at a 
point about 1,070 feet above sea-level, and going to the 
coast the highest point we negotiate is 1,300 feet. We 
open up, I suppose, a coal-field that will be second to 
none in Australia. Even if the proposed railway is built 
this line will have to be considered in the near future, 
for the reason that it is well known to mining men on 
the South Coast that our collieries are getting too far in; 
that the upkeep of the roads and the haulage by rope have 
almost reached their limit. Some of our collieries have 12 
or 13 miles of rope operated on the drum, and the time will 
soon come when they will be pulling more rope than coal, As 
we cannot open up coal ground on the catchment area, the 
consequence is that we will have to go to the western edge 
of the catchment area to do so; that will be from Bargo to, 
say, Douglas Park, where the coal-mines in the near future 
will start. If the railway we suggest were built we could 
transfer the workmen over there from Illawarra to the pit 
mouth, and the coal would practically gravitate a distance 
of 37 miles to Port Kembla. It is impossible to take that coal 
to Moss Vale, because round about Bargo is 1,070 feet in 
height. You would have to pull it up 2,300 feet, or 
another 1,300 feet, to connect it with the Moss Vale-Port 
Kembla railway, which is practically impossible. It would 
be far better to send it 50 or 60 miles to the Darling 
Harbour. But, if we did that, we would further congest 
the city, and I do not think it is the Government’s inten- 
tion to do that. So it is a very important thing, even if 
the Moss Vale-Port Kembla railway were built, to con- 
struct this line, if we are going to keep up the output 
of the Illawarra collieries. I maintain that there will 
still be Illawarra collieries, probably the same companies, 
but they will be operating on the western instead of the 
eastern slopes. Coal can be cheaply mined on the western 
slopes of the catchment arca. To illustrate that, I might 
say that the coal at Mount Pleasant is between 600 and 
700 feet above sea-level. Take Douglas Park: I think 
the coal seam there was touched at 1,600 feet, If I 
remember aright, Douglas Park is about 500 feet above 
sea-level. That shows that at that point the coal is about 
1,100 feet below sea-level. It shows the inclination of the 
strata there to be from east to west. On the collieries 
on the eastern slopes they will be pulling that coal uphill. 
If there were collieries started on the western side of the 
catchment area the coal would gravitate to the bottom of 
the shaft. If we had a shaft at Douglas Park or Bargo, 
and we worked towards the sea, the coal would gravitate 
to the bottom of the shaft. Not only that, the mines would 
ke easier to ventilate, and water would gravitate to the bot- 
tom of the shaft. Everything is in favour of mining on the 
western side of the catchment area. That will come about, 
say, within the next ten years, because in the South Coast 
collieries those working the No. 1 seam are practically 
limited in haualge. Perhaps a better system will come 
about, enabling them to work their coal, but I do not 
think so. Even if there were a better system than that 
of rope haulage, the adits have to be kept timbered up, 
and when you have 6 or 7 miles which have to be kept 
timbered underground it is a very expensive operation. 
No practical man can say, with the trend of events, when 
the collieries will have to be worked on the western side 
of the catchment area. This railway will serve both pur- 


poses, and because of the tonnage coming from the south 

of Moss Vale it has been pulled to the top of the hill. 

It would not be much further to run is down the hill 

18 miles in Bargo. That line is already constructed. In 

constructing the line I suggest 10 miles of construction is 

saved. The cost of construction of the proposed line is set 

down at £22,400 per mile. If we save 10 miles of con- 

struction, at the same cost that will represent a saving 

of £224,000. That difference would make it a paying con- 

cern from the start. It is admitted that the Moss Vale 

line will not pay from the start, but this line would pay 

from the jump. Mr. Hoskins stated in evidence that 
round about Picton and Mittagong there were 8,000,000 
tons of iron ore. ‘That will have to be carried uphill if | 
the railway starts from Moss Vale, and it has to be sent 
to the sea-level. That seems to be a very silly idea. It 
would not be economical to do that when you could just 
as easily go down hill. The timber, I suppose, that will 
ke used in the South Coast collieries will amount to 

about £50,000 a year, independently of timber used for 

building purposes. This line passes through the same 
timber country as the Moss Vale route. In tuat respect 
honors are even, but the Bargo route would put the timber 
in a more central position. With regard to the danger of 
pollution cf the Sydney water supply, there would be con- 
siderably less danger from the construction of the line 
which I have suggested than if the line from Moss Vale 
to Port Kembla were carried out. IJt has been said that 

the Moss Vale to Port Kembla route is the only prac- 

ticable line to Illawarra, but I think there are two or three. 

If the whole of the country were examined improvements 

might be found on the line we propose. We admit that 

you would go 18 miles nearer Sydney with the proposed 

railway, but, as a set-off against that, there would be a 

saving of perhaps £400,000. The grades are reasonable; 

the heaviest grade would, I suppose, be 1 in 40. The 
moutain side would be negotiated with a grade of 1 in 
45, whereas on the proposed line there is a compensated 
grade of 1 in 80 with 8-chain curves. That seems to 
be an impracticable line, in the wrong place, and very 
expensive to work. I am advocating the route I suggest 
from a national standpoint. Jf it is not found to be suit- 
able there is even then no necessity to have the 1 in 30 
grade on the Moss Vale route, as the grade on that route 
ean be improved. 

738. Mr. Travers.| You spoke about the line being 18 
miles nearer Sydney. According to the time-table Bargo 
is 64 miles and Moss Vale 90 miles from Sydney ?—I made 
an error; the distance should be 26 miles, but only 18 
miles longer road route to Port Kembla from Moss Vale 
via Bargo. 


George Anselm Henry Rowney, shire engineer, Wollon- 
dilly Shire, The Oaks, sworn, and examined :— 


739. Mr. Burke.| You wish to make a statement ?—Yes. 
It is as follows:—As this proposed line will be a link in a 
scheme for the development of Port Kembla and decen- 
tralisation, and a linking up of the four railway systems 
converging on Sydney, I desire im order to place the matter 
clearly before the Committee, to make a few remarks on 
the history of the movement. On 10th October, 1919, The 
Oaks Railway League, in conjunction with other bodies, 
submitted, by deputation to Mr. Ball, Minister for Rail- 
ways, a proposal for connecting up the western and 
southern systems by a line from Rooty Hill to Tahmoor. 
This was favourably received and an exploration of route 
made. On 18th April, 1921, Mr. Estell, then Minister for 
Railways, travelled over the route and stated his intention 
to have a trial survey made. This was carried out, and 
on 10th May, 1923, Mr. Ball promised a deputation that 
he would have the line referred to the Public Works Com- 
mittee, and it is understcod that the necessary reports 
are being obtained for this purpose. It may be pointed 
out that a movement is also on foot to have a connection 
made between Blacktown and Beecroft, thus connecting 


up the western and northern lines, outside suburban 
Sydney. On 19th April, 1921, Mr. Estell was in Wollon- 
gong, and the matter of a railway connection linking up 
the South Coast and Southern lines was referred to, and 
the Daily Telegraph of 29th April, 1921, contained an 
account of an interview with Mr. Charles Hoskins, in 
which he stated the erection of steel works at Port Kembla 
would depend entirely on the construction of a line of 
railway connecting the South Coast railway with the 
Southern line from Wollongong to West Bargo. I com- 
municated with Mr. Hoskins on the matter, and my letter 
was forwarded to the [lawarra Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, with the result that my league, with others, 
were invited to attend the Robertson Conference on 2ist 
May, 1921, and the deputation to Mr. Estell on 14th June, 
1921. At that deputation it was made clear to the Minis- 
ter that we were strongly of opinion that the Bargo- 
Wollongong route was worthy of close investigation, 
embracing as it did a scheme for linking up all the systems 
from South Coast to Northern. We were under the im- 
pression that no route would be adopted until all pos- 
sible routes had been thoroughly investigated. Since 
June, 1921, we have urged the complete investigation 
should be made, but so far have been unsuccessful. From 
a knowledge of the country to be traversed I can con- 
fidently state that a line from Bargo to Wollongong wiit 
be easy to construct and good grades can be obtained, no 
grade worse than 1 in 45 compensated. The country is 
undulating, and very little water has to be crossed. The 
proposed line would leave the Scuthern line about 1 mile 
north of Bargo level about 1,050, and turning to the east 
across the Dog-trap and Eliza Crecks, and then again rise 
to about 800, and thence fall to the Nepean River, to cross 
which a bridge about 360 feet long should be constructed. 
If an elevation of 150 feet above water-level can be 
obtained economically it will considerably reduce the cost 
of the work approaching the river on both sides of the 
river. From the Nepean the line would rise through easy 
country to the highest elevation, about 1,200 feet, and then 
fall to the coast, the steepest grade on this last section 
being, I understand, 1 in 50. The total length of line 
to be constructed will be 324 miles, and the distance, Bargo 
to Port Kembla, 87 miles. On account of the easy country 
through which the lines pass, for most of its length it is 
difficult to see how the cost will exceed £400,000. The 
Rooty Hill-Tahmoor line will ccst £345,000, and, say, 
£160,000 for the connection between Blacktown and Bee- 
eroft, the complete linking up now advocated will not 
exceed £845,000, or less than the proposed Robertson-Moss 
Vale route. The proposed line would be in the water eatch- 
ment area for 13 miles, no greater length than on the 
Robertson route, with the advantage that for 4 miles only 
is it close to stored water. On the remainder of the dis- 
tance it is mostly on the ridge, and danger of any pollu- 
tions reduced to a minimum. With regard to the dis- 
tance to be saved by the line, Bargo is 64 miles from 
Sydney, and Port Kembla 56 miles; total, 120 miles. The 
saving in distance will therefore be 83 miles. The dis- 
tanee to be saved by the Robertson-Moss Vale route would 
be about 100 miles, but the long pull of 114 miles over 
10 miles, of which would be on 1 in 30 grade, will involve 
such heavy working expenses and loss of time that the 
route, Moss Vale-Bargo-Port Kembla, could be negotiated 
in less time and at less cost. As the cost of the Bargo- 
Port Kembla line is less than half the cost of the Robert- 
son proposal, it is obvious the alternative route should 
receive consideration. As the object of the proposed con- 
nection of the South Ccast line with the Southern line is 
primarily the development of Port Kembla and the traffic 
to and from that port, the local traffic is unimportant, as 
far as the success of scheme is concerned. This traffic 
it is, however, anticipated, will be a considerable asset to 
the line. The large area of timbered country around 
Bargo, Wilton, Tahmoor, and Thirlmere can supply the 
wants of the South Coast for as long as the coal-mines are 
working there. It may be pointed out that there is a very 
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considerable quantity of timber now despatched from 
Thirlmere to supply the requirements of the coal-mines. 
The area of Jand in the Wilton district will be developed, 
and can supply the needs of the South Coast equally with 
Robertson. Good coal seams underlie the route of the pro- 
posed line, and it is only a matter of time when coal must 
be worked further inland and very probably sent to the 
coast for export. A big saving in the haulage of road 
metal from the South Coast quarries to the Southern line 
will be affected by the construction of the Bargo line, so 
that more metal can be purchased and the roads improved. 
The saving to the Wollondilly Shire on the basis of the 
purchases of metal for the past six months would be £330. 
The merits of the proposed Bargo-Port Kembla line are 
of sufficient importance to justify us in requesting the 
Public Works Committee to: move in the direction of hav- 
ing the scheme fully investigated and a trial survey and 
estimates made. 

740. Mr. Doe.| You stated that the length of line to be 
constructed will be 324 miles. Seeing that the line from 
Moss Vale to Unanderra will be 38 miles 6 chains, that 
leaves a difference of approximately 6 miles in the two 
routes, and not 10 miles, as was stated by Mr. Hirt ?—Yes. 
The distance from Moss Vale to Unanderra is 88 miles, 
but to go to Port Kembla the distance would be 44 or 45 
miles. 

741. Mr. Drummond.] You stated that the distance to be 
saved by the Robertson-Moss Vale route would be about 
100 miles, that the long pull and heavy grade would involve 
such heavy working expenses and loss of time that the 
Moss Vale-Bargo-Port Kembla route could be negotiated 
in less time and at less cost. You also stated from the 
Nepean the line would rise through easy country to the 
highest elevation, about 1,200 feet, and then fall to the 
coast, the steepest grade on the last section being 1 in 50. 
If you fell from that point would you not have to climb 
the Illawarra range just the same whether you went from 
Bargo or Moss Vale?—We cross the range under 1,000 
feet. We will not rise more than about 1,200 feet. In. 
the other you would eventually rise to 2,475 eet. 

742. Have you had a surveyor’s report on this line?— 
Not from a departmental surveyor. 

743. Mr. Kennedy said it would be impossible, in his 
opinion, to cross the Illawarra range with a better grade 
than 1 in 30? think he is mistaken. 

744. Why should the line take off at Bargo and not at 
Picton ?—By the way we propose it is shorter. It would 
be possible to have the other route if you could cross the 
Nepean. 


Ernest Edwin Lupton, freeholder, Bargo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


745. Mr. Travers.| Have you a statement to make ?— 
Yes. The line from Bargo to Port Kembla would cross 
the Nepean River in the vicinity of the Pheasant’s Nest. 
In the event of a railway station being established in 
that locality timber would probably be available as fol- 
lows :—Firewood: Area 10,000 acres, at 25 tons per acre= 
250,000 tons, which could be cut at the rate of 500 tons per 
week, or 25,000 tons per year. That would yield a re 
venue, at say 9s. 3d. per ton freight, of approximately 
£11,500. It would take about ten years to exhaust the 
supply, and the land thus cleared could be occupied as 
closer settlement areas. In the immediate neighbourhood 
there are about 1,000 acres of Crown lands available for 
settlement. There are also large supplies of timber suit- 
able for mining purposes, and these, by the line J am sup- 
porting, could conveniently be conveyed to the South 
Coast. The supplies consigned thence during twelve 
months previously from Bargo amounted to 108 truck- 
loads, weighing 1,262 tons, the freight being £489; from 
Thirlmere during six months 3,489 tons, freight £1,178; 
from Colo Vale during six months, 979 tons freight, 
£404; total freight, £2,071. Most of the evidence given in 
connection with the Port Kembla-Moss Vale route would 
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also apply in regard to the line now suggested. In con- 
nection with back-hauling, fertilisers no doubt would 
yield a fair revenue. It would appear from the evidence 
previously given that large quantities of fertilisers will 
be required for the southern farming districts. Jron ore 
at Picton has recently been located, and there should be 
a very large tonnage to Port Kembla in that respect. 
T noticed from a report published recently in the press 
that application has been made for prospecting oil at 
Bargo. J would like to emphasise the evidence given by 
Messrs. Rowney and Hurt with regard to our being 
entitled to have this line thoroughly investigated. 


Alderman Francis Gilmore, Mayor, Municipality of 
Picton, Seabright Park, Picton, sworn, and examined :— 


746. Mr. Maheny.] Will you make a statement with 
regard to the line under consideration?—I support the 
scheme outlined by the shire engineer, Mr. Rowney. My 
Council and myself regard it as essential for the devlop- 
ment of this country to have the lines of the State linked 
up in the way he pointed out. I would strongly urge the 
necessity of having a trial survey made. It would be a 
‘great pity if the line from the coast to Moss Vale were 
constructed without having the scheme we suggest properly 
considered. Practically the whole of the mining timber 
comes from between Mittagong and Picton. The timber 
has been exploited during the last thirty years, and there 
is no sign of the supply diminishing. The formation is 
sandstone, and the more the timber is cut the more it 
grows. A few miles from Bargo there are vast ironstone 
deposits, which Mr. Hoskins thinks to go a great depth. 
He has a lease of the property, and on Monday is com- 
mencing prospecting, with a view to testing the deposita. 
The ore is of good quality, from which the lowest result 
was 50 per cent. of metallic iron, with none of the noxious 
minerals which very often interfere with the production 
of good material. The line we favour would serve all the 
interests that the proposed line would serve in connecting 
the two systems of railway. There are unlimited lime- 
stone deposits at Marulan. Mr. Hoskins had been favour- 
able to the West Bargo proposal. The proposal to spend 
£2,000,000 was contingent upon a cross-country connec- 
tion, and he was satisfied to go on with his proposal even 
with a connection from West Bargo. I support Mr. 
Rowney’s evidence. 


Henry Arthur Jones, farm manager, Mowbray Park, 
Pieton, sworn, and examined :— 


747. Mr, Camecron.] What evidence do you wish to offer 
—It is obvious to me the defence of Sydney must be taken 
-up seriously. The route proposed from Port Kembla to 
Moss Vale from a stragetic point of view would be useless. 
In the first place, it is too far from Sydney, and a railway 
linking up systems from the coast must necessarily be 
within the outer line of defence of Sydney. That must be 
defended equally as much as the city of Sydriéy would have 
.to be defended, inasmuch as the movement of troops and 
munitions and the carrying out of defence generally: would 
have to be within the first line of resistance. By: linking 
up the systems of railway, as set out by Mr. Rowney, not 
only would commercial interests be met, but. the defence 
of Sydney could be conducted by at least one-fourth the 
troops that would otherwise be required. If Sydney were 
attacked and held, it would become necessary to land 
troops from other States transported by water to some 
other port, and no matter whether they were landed north 
or south of Sydney it would be necessary to have facilities 
to move them from place to place readily. If Sydney 
were seriously attacked, Strathfield would be a very vital 
point, which could be destroyed in twenty minutes. One 
aeroplane raid would effectively destroy the railway sys- 
tem as it now exists. It is essential, to adequately defend 
Sydney, not only to have one line of railway connecting 


the two systems of railway, but three or four means of 
transporting troops and munitions quickly and effec- 
tively. To-day this is probably the most helpless State 
in the world from a defence point of view. A naval raid 
under a smoke-sereen could blockade our harbour in one 
night’s operations. 

748. What part of the service were you engaged in?—I 
have served for twenty-five years in the English and Aus- 
tralian forces and have held every rank from private to 
staff-captain. 

749. You are not putting forward proposals from the 
Defence Department?—No, I am simply expressing my 
own views. 

750. Do you suggest that expert evidence should be ob- 
tained from the Defence Department in connection with 
the route you advocate ?—Yes. 


Edward George Hambridge, land and estate agent, Bargo, 
sworn, and examined :— 


751. Mr. Drummond.] You wish to make a statement ’— 
Yes. I have lived in the district practically the whole 
of my time, and have been over the greater part of the 
country which the line we advocate will traverse, particu- 
larly the areas in and around Bargo, Wilton, Appin, and 
Cordeaux, and can say with confidence that the timber 
supplies from these places are almost unlimited, especially 
on the eastern side of the Nepean River, where the areas 
there are heavily timbered. Very little of the timber has 
been worked owing to the heavy grades on the existing 
roads. The road from Wilton to Maldon crosses the 
Nepean River, where the grades are very steep, thus 
causing light loading when it does not pay to eart by road. 
The same thing applies crossing the same river from 
Nepean Towers to Douglas Park. Should the line be con- 
structed, this would relieve the present position, and the 
timber industry would be put into operation. The timber 
on the portion referred to consists of ironbark, box, grey 
gum, and stringybark. Large quantities of that timber 
are suitable for railway sleepers, telegraph poles, electric 
lighting poles, piles, girders, and fencing timbers, inde- 
pendent of an enormous quantity of firewood, a lot of 
which is first-class boxwood. Other industries which 
would develop there with a railway service are poultry- 
farming and fruit-growing. For such industries about 
1,000 acres of land is available on the western side of the 
Nepean River, about 6 miles from Bargo, where a station 
would be well served. I support the evidence that Thirl- 
mere has been providing timber for thirty years. I know 
from personal experience that the timber industry has 
flourished, and has not gone back. If the railway we 
advocate were constructed, timber, based on an increased 
consumption, could be obtained for the next twenty years 
in and around Wilton, Douglas Park, and Maldon. By 
the time you cut to the furthest end of the bush, you can 
go back and start again. J. have cut timber for twenty 
years. 


Charles Francis Carter, farmer and grazier, Fairview, 
sworn, and examined :— 


752. Mr. Doe.| You wish to give evidence with regard 
to the suggested line from Bargo?—One witness was asked 
whether it would not be as easy when crossing from Wilton 
to go to Picton as to go to Bargo. On the map the dis- 
tances appear to be about equal. It would not be possible 
to get a good grade by going to Picton. It would serve 
no good purpose, as it would be further north. With re- 
gard to the difference of 18 miles referred to by Mr. Hirt, 
what should have ‘been conveyed was that there was a dif- 
ference of about 18 miles in going along the line to Bargo 
and to Port Kembla as against going direct from Moss 
Vale.to Port Kembla. 

753. You mean that, in the event of the line being con- 
structed from Port Kembla to Bargo and going south, 
there would be 18 miles extra haulage ?—Yes 
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754. That would be 18 miles extra in bringing Riverina 
wheat to Port Kembla?—Yes; that would be the differ- 
ence in haulage. I do not, however, consider that Port 
Kembla would be used as a port for Riverina produce. 
The better grade and cheaper running costs on the Bargo- 
Wollongong route as compared with the Moss Vale to Port 
Kembla route, would more than compensate for any extra 
mileage. Our contention is that the 11 miles of the Port 
Kembla-Moss Vale line on which there would be a 1 in 30 
grade with 8 chain curves would be scarcely workable. 


John Joseph Cleary, town clerk, Picton, ex-M.L.A. for 
Wollondilly, sworn, and examined :— 


755. Chairman.] Have you a statement to make?—Yes. 
Recognising that a line of railway from West Bargo to 
Wollongong is necessary for the progress and welfare of 
the State, and not one on which the publie funds should 
be earelessly used for the benefit of a few people, mostly 
through the enhanced values given to their landed and 
mineral holdings, J think the history of the initial move- 
ment, so far as the Bargo connection is concerned, should 
be given to the Committee. In the first place, I consider 
the Wollongong-West Bargo route has not received the 
consideration originally promised, and to which I feel it 
is justly entitled. I was associated with the late Hon. 
John Storey and Mr. J. Estell, then Minister for Works, 
in visiting Robertson and other proposed routes, and am 
conversant with the facts which lead to the Bargo proposal 
being considered. On 18th April, 1921, when Mr. Hos- 
kins, along with Mr. Estell, were the guests of the Illa- 
warra Chamber of Commerce at Wollongong, the former 
stated that “one of the things he was going to ask them 
to do was to insist upon a railway from Wollongong to 
West Bargo, and followed up a long statement on costs 
of minerals and freights by stating that he “hoped the 
Government would push on with the railway.” On the 
publication of that statement I immediately solicited the 
support of local public bodies in and around Bargo, and 
urged that the matter be taken up by them. That was 
done. Subsequently, about the 12th May, 1921, according 
to the Mining Standard, Mr. Hoskins stated at Lithgow 
that his works at Port Kembla would depend upon the 
construction of a line of railway to connect the Great 
Southern railway with the South Coast, viz., West Bargo 
to Wollongong. He felt sure they would get the railway, 
as the distance was 20 miles as the crow flies as against 
the 120-mile journey by the Southern line to Sydney and 
back to Wollongong, and was the main consideration upon 
which the steel works would start. They would start 
their steel works as soon as the railway was built. About 
this time I was urging that a railway line be constructed 
from Rooty Hill, on the Western line, to Tahmoor, on 
the south, which would be a connecting link between 
those systems. Those representations would be supported 
by taking the connecting line through to the coast and 
making, as it were, an outer zone for the railway service, 


_there. 
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outside of naval interference from the seaboard. Subse- 
quently other centres urged their claims, and representa- 
tive meetings were held at Robertson, Moss Vale, and 
Sydney, where contributions were solicited with a view 
to having two or more trial surveys made from the coast 
to the tablelands. The importance of coal deposits at 
Bargo then became known, and the Government, through 
the Hon. G. Cann, M.L.A., proclaimed a large area as a 
reserve for a State coal-mine. It then became noticeable 
that the impcertance of the railway connection to Bargo 
was not as energetically supported as hitherto, and the 
Public Works Department even went out of its way to for- 
ward me a misleading statement in a letter dated 28th 
January, 1922, to the effect that the line from Bargo 
should not be considered because a distance of 26 miles 
would pass through the catchment area. Ags a matter of 
fact, the proposed route has a mileage of only 82 miles, 
of which about 7 miles is on the Wollongong side, and 6 
miles on the Bargo side, all outside the catchment area. 
If such a misleading statement is made in one ease, 
similarly it may be expected that others will be made. 
At Robertson it was emphasised that Bargo would be con- 
sidered as well as the Moss Vale connection. Contribu- 
tions to that end were made at Bargo and other places. 
Prior to the meeting with Mr. Storey at Robertson nothing 
was said with regard to linking the railway with the coast. 
The point emphasised was connecting it only with Robert- 
son. When the statements about the ooal-mine were gener- 
ally known, a movement was started at Moss Vale and 
Robertson with a view to detract from the chances of 
Bargo and to bring the line through Robertson. I distinctly 
recollect the position at the time I was at Robertson. 
The representative of Moss Vale said he did not care a 
cuss as far as they were concerned as long as they got 
the line from Robertson to Moss Vale. I emphasise that 
point because they were only concerned about getting the 
local line. They contributed very little, they apologised 
for the fact, and then, when Bargo raised a protest, 
through my agency, they offered to return the contribu- 
tions received from West Bargo. They were playing, 
so to say, a losing game in order to mislead the public 
into thinking it was the only possible link that could be 
brought about. I travelled with Mr. Estell through to 
Tahmoor and Rooty Hill, and it was the intention of Mr. 
Estell, had he remained in office, to make that connecting 
link go through Bargo to the coast. It is only a few 
miles from Tahmoor to Bargo. We have coal resources 
There is opportunity to obtain water for the 
engines. Mr. Harper never mentioned anything about 
ironstone in the immediate locality. It has since been 
disclosed that, from surface indications alone, according 
to a representative of Hoskins Ltd., there ‘is a life of 
100 years in the ironstone near Picton, within easy dis- 
tance of the line. Bargo was definitely promised a survey ; 
they contributed in eash towards it, and when the chance 


came they were quietly ignored and left to do the best they 
eould, 
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MONDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1923. 
Present:-— 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis MicHarL, Burke, Esa. 


The Hon... Wt. DICK 


(CHAIRMAN). 
WILLIAM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dot, Esa. 
Dayip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee prozeeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Mors Vale 
; to Port Kembla. 


Thomas William Keele, M.Inst.C.E., formerly President 
of the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and 
Sewerage, and formerly Commissioner of the Har- 
bour Trust, Sydney, sworn, and examined :— 


756. Chairman.| The Committee has had evidence as to 
the undesirableness of building the railway on the route 
proposed, portion of which skirts the eastern boundary of 
the catchment area of the Sydney water supply. Will you 
give us your views in the matter?’—Yes, I have prepared 
some notes, which read as follows:—I must enter a strong 
protest against the proposal to locate any portion of this 
railway upon the ecatachment area, from which the water 
supply of Sydney is derived, or even sufficiently near to it 
to induce settlement, which, as time goes on, would ulti- 
mately become a menace to the purity of the Sydney water 
supply. I notice that at the 624-mile mark it will enter 
the area, and continue inside it as far as the 783-mile 
mark, where it runs outside the boundary close to the 
village of Robertson. This encroachment upon the catch- 
ment area will have a length of 16 miles, ranging from 
0 to 1.8 miles from the crown of the ridge, the average, 
taking it mile by mile, would be a little over half a mile 
inside the area. I consider that the risk of contamination 
of the water to be stored in the Avon reservoir, between 
624 miles and 72 miles, will be exceedingly great, where, 
for a length of 9 miles it would cross all the little feeding 
streams at the upper end of the reservoir. Indeed, so near 
will be the impounded water at one place that it might 
almost be possible to throw a cricket ball into the reser- 
voir from a passing train. I am aware that in other coun- 
tries, notably in America, railways are taken across catch- 
ment areas; but I hardly think they would attempt any- 
thing of this kind. By jealously protecting our eatch- 
ment area from pollution, we have managed up to the 
present time to avoid having to filter the water supplied to 
consumers in Sydney, and it is safe to say there are few 
cities in the world that can compare with our own in the 
quality of the water. In older countries, with denser 
populations, it is almost always necessary to provide for 
filtration, owing to increase of settlement induced by the 


passage of railways across the areas, where the water is: 


collected for domestic consumption. The risk of con- 
tamination by the passage of the train and its passengers 
through that portion of the area shown upon the plan will 
be small compared with the certainty of pollution, which 
will take place, no matter what precautions may be taken, 
when thousands of people at holiday times alight at Robert- 
son and scatter themselves over the area. That this is no 
mere surmise may be realised by a visit to National Park, 
Stanwell Park, and other places along the Southern line 
too numerous to mention. Is it not likely only, but ex- 
ceedingly probable, that these excursionists will frequently 
avail themselves of the opportunity of visiting this locality ? 
The Water Board has for years had a difficulty to contend 
with during holidays to prevent contamination as far as 
possible by the hundreds of visitors in their motor cars to 
the Bulli Pass and Look-out, and the Loddon Falls at the 
lower end of the catchment area. Is this to be repeated 
when this railway is made across the upper end, and 
access is given to that beautiful locality so near to Sydney, 
and so desirable as a health resort? Can we not picture 
the thousands who will find their way to Robertson, which 
would eventually outrival even Katoomba and Leura? 
Certainly there are not the gorges of the Blue Mountains 


. connection with the Sydney water supply. 


to entice a visit, but here the scenery is as fine, and there 
are other attractions of a different kind, viz., the beautiful 
waters of the Avon reservoir, now in course of erection, 
which will nestle in vegetation which is not to be seen 
anywhere on the mountains, and will be much more acees- 
sible. Will this place not become a favourite health 
resort, and will not permanent settlement follow the con- 
struction of this railway line, not only around Robertson, 
but along the line running through the area which pro- 
vides Bowral and Moss Vale with water for domestic 
consumption? Their requirements must surely not be 
lost sight of either, and filtration of their water will be- 
come a necessity, as will most certainly be the ease in 
That this is 
not merely a conjecture, one has only to remember what 
has actually taken place along the Western line, from 
Penrith to Lithgow, which, before the railway was con- 
structed, was almost destitute of settlement, but now is 
teeming with a population, more than doubled during 
holidays, whose drainage has already so infected the beau- 
tiful streams running into the Cox River that the value of 
this locality as a health resort has unfortunately been very 
much depreciated, and excursionists have now to be care- 
ful in their choice of a stream from which to obtain even 
a drink of water. It is on this account, together with the 
drainage from the towns and other settlements along the 
Southern line, viz., Bowral, Moss Vale, Goulburn, é&e., 
which drain into the Wollondilly River that the future 
supply of water from the Warragamba will certainly have 
to be filtered at enormous cost. With reference to filtra- 
tion, I notice that the Chief Engineer for Railway Con- 
struction, in his evidence as published, asks why it should 
be necessary to filter the entire Sydney water supply at a 
cost of £1,300,C00, as the proposed railway line would only 
touch the streams at their head, and even then they were 
almost dry. He also is reported to have said that it would 
surely be sufficient only to filter the water from those 
streams with which the railway would actually come into 
contact. The ballast track, too, he thought would form an 
excellent filter in itself. The last sentence will show that 
Mr. Kennedy has in his mind a scheme of filtration which 
no hydraulic engineer would dream of adopting with any 
hope of success. One has only to look at the plan to see 
that, for 9 miles on the Avon and 4 miles on the Bourke 
catchment, the line intersects all the little streams, many 
being tco small to be shown, which feed the reservoir. It 
must be remembered that this is one of the wettest parts 
of the catchment area, the yearly average being 65 inches. 
At Robertson it often goes beyond this, and as much as 
106 inches has been recorded there during 1890, and dur- 
ing severe rainstorms the place is absolutely deluged, which 
would vitiate any scheme of filtration under such cireum- 
stances. Certainly the ballast might stand all right, but 
the filter beds would be swamped. Mr. Kennedy also 
seems to think that all that is necessary to provide for is 
the risk of pollution caused by the passage of the train 
and its passengers through the area, and he does not ap- 


pear to give any consideration at all to the defilement of - 


this locality, which will assuredly take place on the open- 
ing of this line by the excursionists, who will visit it at 
week-ends and holidays for miles on each side of Robert- 
son, which will form the neucleus of a settlement in that 
locality. Indeed, I am informed that arrangements are 
already being made to build a first-class hotel there. With 


* would necessarily create no new settlement. 


regard to Mr. Kennedy’s statement that pollution prac- 
tically disappears from the Danube at a distance of 25 
miles from Vienna, I can refer him to Messrs. 
Allen Hazen and E. D, Hardy’s paper on the cost 
of works for the purification of the water supply 
of Washington, in the “Transactions of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers,” Vol. LVII. These works be- 
came necessary owing to typhoid fever germs being carried 
a much greater distance than he has stated, down the 
Potomac River, from which the supply of Washington is 
derived, necessitating filtration of the water, the cost of 
which is given in detail. If the percentage of increase 


-of cost necessary to bring this estimate up to date is 


applied, it will be found that the present cost of filtering 
100,000,000 gallons per day, which is the total efficiency of 
the Sydney water supply from the catchment area, and 
will soon be required, would amount to £1,577,000 or 
£270,000 beyond Mr. Purvis’ estimate. I quite agree with 
Mr. Purvis that, if filtration becomes necessary, it will 
certainly cost not less than he has stated. Works of this 
character would not be carried out on the catchment 
area, for reasons I have stated, and the levels of the con- 
duit will not permit of such works, until at a point 254 
miles from the intake at the Nepean tunnel, where a 
sradient of 28 feet per mile over a length of 2 miles occurs, 
in which there would be sufficient fall for the operation of 
filtration to be carried out. This place, however, would 
be below where Camden, Campbelltown, and Liverpool 
obtain their supplies, which also would require separate 
filtration works. It may be urged that I have unduly 
stressed the risk that will be taken if this railway is per- 
mitted to be constructed; but the railway authorities evi- 
dently consider that they have the right to go where they 
please. Having actually constructed, without any protest 
so far as I am aware, a line similarly located on the 
margin of the catchment area on its western side, between 
Bargo and Mittagong, enroaching over a length of 12 
miles, in the same way as in the present proposal, and 
they wonder why an objection should be lodged. At the 
time that diversion was made matters in connection with 
the exploitation of the catchment area had not reached the 
stage when it could be stated definitely where storages 
would be located, and the attention of the public was 
centred in the war, so that the construction of the line 
of railway proceeded without challenge. Now that we ean 
see exactly how we will be situated in the future, with the 
settlement induced by these railways, menacing the water 
supply, it is altogether a different matter. Although there 
are no stations or platforms shown along the proposed 
line, who can doubt but that tourists and excursionists 
by rail will be provided with them in order to visit the 
beauty spots. On the Southern line, above referred to, 
permanent stations have already been estabised at Yerring- 
bool and Aylmerton, both of them on the catchment area, 
and included as stopping-places in the railway time-tables. 
I do not know whether with the consent of the Water 
Board or not; the Board was probably not aware at the 
time that arrangements were being made to commence the 
construction of a great dam 200 fect in height at Lupton, 
only 4 miles from Yerringbool, with access to the same by 
a road which will be made in connection with the dam, 
with all its attractions of impounded water thrown back 
for miles, and in one place less than a mile from the rail- 
way platform. As time goes on no doubt another reservoir 
will be built opposite Aylmerton, where the Royal Com- 
mission of 1902 recommended that a dam be built about 
24 miles away near the junction of the Chain of Ponds 
Creek with the Nepean. In his evidence before the Com- 
mittee, Mr. Kennedy is reported to have said, when deal- 
ing with alternative routes, that, though the line would 
be some 6 miles shorter if Bargo were adopted as the 
starting-point instead of Moss Vale, the grades were so 
heavy that the ultimate cost would be the same, and the 
Bargo route had the disadvantage of running right 
through the centre of the catchment area, although it 
I think this 
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will be sufficient to show, had the grade been easier, where 
the line would have been decided upon, and how near we 
have been to a calamity even worse than we are now asked 
to submit to, if this alternative line had been earried out; 
and it will accentuate what I have previously stated that 
the railway authorities appear to have no regard whatever 
for the requirements of the consumers of water in Sydney. 
Their action seems to be in keeping with that exhibited 
by a former Government Geologist who, when the Water 
Board objected. to coal-mining operations being carried on 
in places which might endanger the works in connection 
with the Sydney water supply, and particularly with regard 
to the sinking of shafts in connection with that industry 
without authority, informed them that, as the coal seams 
were worth at least £500,000,000, it would be advisable for 
the Board to look elsewhere for another catchment area. 

7o7. Has not the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply 
and Sewerage power to prohibit people from trespassing 
an the catchment area?—I do not think it has. The Board 
has endeavoured during the past few years to prevent 
excursionists visiting Loddon Falls and the Bulli Lookout, 
but the people have insisted on their right to go there, 
and they go there still. The residents in the catchment 
area went there years ago, and with proper care very little 
contamination takes place. But the control of the area 
is a considerable expense to the Board, especially in holi- 
day time. LExcursionists, on alighting from the train, 
would walk for miles into the area. There would be 
thousands of them. It can be seen what defilement must 
take place. 

758. Was any protest made when the deviation between 
Picton and Mittagong was to be constructed against that 
deviation entering the confines of the catchment area ?— 
No. That took place during the war, when public attention 
was centred on the war. At the time it was not known 
that storage would be made on the Nepean, near the 
western side. 

759. Mr. Travers.] Will the erection of an up-to-date 
tourist hotel at Robertson have a prejudicial effect on the 
catchment area, apart altogether from the proposed rail- 
way ‘—There is no doubt about it. 

760. Do you know whether many tourists travel between 
Moss Vale and the South Coast line to visit this area ?~ 
Yes; I think most of them go there in motor-cars. If 
the railway were built many more would go there. One 
has only to look at the numbers that go to National Park 
to see what would happen here. 

761. Has an effort been made to keep tourists off the 
catchment area altogether ?—No. 

762. Is that a power that the Water and Sewerage 
Board should have?—Al]l the Board can do is to provide 
patrols to watch trespassers and keep them off the area. 

763. Have there been injurious results since the devia- 
tion on the Main Southern line on the western side 
of the catchment area has been constructed?—I do not 
think so up to the present, because no works are being 
carried out there, and it is only a year or two since the 
lune was completed. Now the Commissioners have con- 
structed platforms at two places, and one is right in front 
and only half a mile away from the reservoir. 

764. It has been stated in evidence that there is a 
cemetery at Kangaloon, on the southern portion of the 
catchment area ;—is that objectionable ?—It has been there 
a long time, and it is dificult to remove a cemetery. 
With proper -eare probably there is not very much risk. 

765. Do you know the country well enough to express 
an opinion as to whether the proposed line could be 
deviated to keep clear of the catchment area and still 
serve the purpose for which it is intended?—I think it 
is possible to find a line from the South Coast up to Moss 
Vale without touching the catchment area. It will cost 
more, of course, but I think it is practicable. Mr. 
Kkennedy is apparently anxious about the costs, 

766. Mr. Kennedy has expressed the opinion that from 
the standpcint of settlement the risk is almost negligible 
between Robertson and the South Coast within easy in- 
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fluence of the line?—-The settlement I am thinking of is 
that which would be induced by a railway along the 
ridge to Robertson, and from there around towards Moss 
Vale. For 7 miles from Robertson, towards Bowral, be- 
tween the crown of the ridge and the Winjicarribee swamp, 
there is a most heautiful forest and most beautiful views. 
There is no doubt that if the line were constructed as 
proposed settlement would take place all along there, 
fronting the catchment area. 

767. Is not mueh of the country to which you have 
alluded 10 or 12 miles out from Moss Vale within the 
influence of the Main Southern railway ?—Yes, but you will 
have a railway that will land people at these beauty 
spots. The place would rival Katoomba and Leura. The 
settlement that I am afraid of is that about Robertson, 
the Winjicarribee swamp, and on the ridge. The catch- 
ment area of Bowral and Moss Vale comprises 55 square 
miles. The proposed railway would induce settlement 
there, and would make trouble in that area. I feel that 
another route can be found from the South Coast towards 
Moss Vale, keeping south of the proposed line and of the 
catchment area, not only of the Sydney water supply, but 
of the Bowral and Moss Vale water supply. Those two 
towns have applied to the Board for leave to take water 
from Doodle’s Folly Creek, a short distance from Mitta- 
gong. . 

768. Mr. Kennedy has stated that the proposed line is 
the only practicable one, all things considered?—It is a 
great pity if he cannot find another. There will be a 
very loud protest if this railway is built as proposed. 

769. Do you consider that, as an up-to-date tourist hotel 
is being erected at Robertson, the Water and Sewerage 
Board should take steps, independent of the construction 
of the proposed railway, to prevent pollution of the catch- 
ment area’—There is no doubt about it. 

770. Would the proposed railway increase tourist traftic 
and bring about closer settlement ’—Yes, there is no doubt 
about it. The tourist trafie by motor-car, including that 
from the South Coast, is a lesser trouble oe that which 
would result from excursionists carried there by trains. 
Such people would go there in thousands. 

771. Mr. Mahony.] Is it the risk of typhoid with which 
we are concerned ¢—Yes. 

772. As tourists are usually healthy people, would there 
not be little risk of typhoid germs contaminating the 
water ?#—I¢ is hard to say. That is a question for a medical 
man. 

773. Would there be any risk at all from healthy people? 
—I have given you an instance of the trouble caused at 
Washington, where tremendous expense was ineurred in 
the filtration of water owing to germs being carried down 
the Potomae River a greater distance than Mr. Kennedy 
has said germs were brought down the Danube. 

774. As population increased something would have 
to be done to overcome the difficulty of keeping the eatech- 
ment area unsettled?—It comprises only 350 square miles. 
It is one of the smallest catchment areas for a popula- 
tion of 1,000,000, which will probably run into 2,000,000 
or 3,000,000 before very long 

775. As our population inereases will not some ¢ystem 
have to be adopted to filter the water supply ?—Un- 
doubtedly. 

776. To what extent do you consider settlement should 
be allowed in the area?—It is the settlement around the 
catchment area that is likely to cause trouble. I do not 
think people should be allowed inside the catchment area 
at all. 

Tit. That as; 
people out ?-—Yes. 

778. Has the Board ever made application for such 
power ?%—TI do not know that it has, 

779. Tlas the Board ever attempted to remove the 200 
farms in the areaf—Farms have been removed from time 
to time. A number of farmers were bought out at 
‘Cataract and at other places. ‘There have been farms on 
the Upper Nepean for years, but they are under proper 


the Board should have power to keep 


control, and we find that they cause little trouble. It 
would, of course, be a good thing to get rid of them. If 
JT had my way I would clear them all out, 

780. Mr. Burke.| I understand that up to the present 
there has been no bad effect from the settlement in the 
catchment area ?—I cannot say that there has been, There 
has been no case of typhoid there that I am aware of. 

781. Has any bad effect been noticed since the deviation 
between Picton and Mittagong was constructed ?—No, 
not up to the present. 

782. Are the by-laws under which the Water and Sewer- 
age Board work ratified by the Governor-in-Council, as 
the Railway Commissioners by-laws are?—No. 

783. Would it be competent to frame by-laws to deal 
with trespassers in the catchment area?—Yes, but we 
know how such by-laws are cast aside. 

784. I take it that, in your opinion, by-laws would not 
keep people off tae catchment area if the proposed line 
were built ?—Yes. 

785. Mr. Cameron-|] I understand that the risk is from 
Robertson to the point where the proposed line leaves the 
catchment area?—Yes, that is the chief danger. Robert- 
son jis right at the top end of the ridge, on the boun- 
dary. A narrow strip running from there, about 7 miles 
towards Bowral, is, if the railway is built, almost certain 
to be settled on. The place will become a second Leura 
and Katoomba, and people will find their way into the 

catchment area. 

786. Settlement would be south-east of Robertson ’— 
It would be all over that area. It is a splendid site for 
settlement. 

787. How can that be prevented unless the whole area 
is resumed’—If the railway is not constructed stttle- 
ment there will not do very much harm. 

788. There will be settlement outside the catchment 
area wherever the boundary is. You cannot stop that, 
unless you resume all the land?—Yes, but that is only a 
lesser evil. The main one is that which will result from 
the construction of this railway. It would require an 
army of patrolmen to keep people off the area. 

789. How many would it take to patrol a length of 12 
mi ‘e would be settlement there all the time, but 
it would be the many excursionists at holiday time who 
would cause most trouble. 

790. Cannot contaminated water be purified?—It can- 
net be purified by passing it through the railway ballast 
track. The people of Sydney have their catchment area, 
and they have a right to protest against anything that 
is likely to containinate their water supply. The Mayor 
of Katoomba told me that at holiday time they have about 
40,000 people there, while the ordinary population is 
only 4,000. JI believe it is possible to construct the pro- 
posed railway along a different route, which, perhaps, 
would ke longer and more expensive. 

791. Mr. Doe.| Will not water running from Robertson 
run in a direction away from the catchment area ?%— 
Yes,. Robertson is rather on a pinnacle, and the fall, if 
there is any, would be towards the west rather than into 
the eatehment area. Any drainage from Robertson might 
be remoyed from the catchment area. 

792, If a tourist resort were established at Robertson 
would not tourists find their way south to such places as 
Belmore and Fitzroy Falls, so that they would not con- 
taminate the eatechment area?’—No. 

793. Would they be likely to damage the Moss Vale 
and Bowral water supply?—The Winjicarribee swamp 
would be likely to be endangered. Any settlement caused 
by the railway would be a risk. Excursionists would pene: 
trate for miles. 

794. Does your estimated cost of over £1,000,000 for a 
filtration plant include working expenses of plant?—No, 
that is the eost of the works only. 

795. Is it not desirable that burials should be prevented 
anywhere in the catchment area?—There is no doubt 
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TUESDAY, 28 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. 'T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis MicuarL Burke, Esa. 


Wiitiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dork, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp. Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale 
to Port Kembla, 


Thomas Edward Burrows, M.Inst.C.E., Chief Engineer, 
Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of Public 
Works, sworn, and examined :— 


796. Chairman.] I understand you have a statenient to 
read?’—Yes, as follows:—With the completion of the 
breakwaters, which are referred’ to later, a total area of 
344 acres at low-water will be provided at this port. There 
is sufficient depth at the entrance and jetties to accom- 
modate Interstate and overseas ships drawing up to 
29 ft. 6 in., and with the extension of a coaling jetty, 
which is now being put in hand, and dredging improve- 
ment, this capacity will be increased. With the port in 
its partially constructed state as at present, one vessel 
loaded 8,000 tons of coal, which is indicative of the size of 
boat that can at present be safely handled. The present 
harbour affords room for a considerable increase in the 
number of jetties which will be constructed as the trade 
expands, and, looking to the fututre, an inner harbour, 
‘which will occupy the site of Tom Thumb’s Lagoon, has 
been designed, thus providing a definite scheme of ex- 
pansion to be followed. The inner harbour referred to, 
which is to be constructed by dredging, would provide an 
area of 280 acres, carrying 30 feet at low-water, and would, 
it was estimated, cost £500,000, exclusive of jetties and 
appliances; this figure would now have to be materially 
increased. The material excavated by dredging would be 
used to reclaim the low-lying land adjoining the harbour, 
and would considerably enhance its value. Resumed Lands. 
—In the immediate vicinity of the port 2,128 acres were 
resumed at a total cost of £89,985 9s. 3d., providing resi- 
dential subdivision areas and industrial sites. It is satis- 
factory that, as the subsequent resale of parts of this 
area progress with the expansion of the port, the enhanced 
value due to port facilities accrues to the Government, 
and at present it is etsimated that the total value of all 
lands may be placed at £412,000. Port Improvements.— 
The total expenditure to the 30th June, 1928, including 
Jand resumptions, amounts to £833,715. Breakwaters.— 
Work on both the northern and eastern breakwaters is pro- 
ceeding, and in the case of the former the major portion 
has been completed, concreting the top surface and repair 
to damage by gale in hand at present. The extension of 
the eastern breakwater which will require a length of 844 
feet to complete, will cost about £216,900, and is in pro- 
gress. No. 1 Coaling Jetty—The extension to the coal- 
loading jetty will provide special appliances for bunkering 
the largest and most difficult ships. Ministerial approval 
has been given for this work, which is now in hand, and 
which it is estimated will cost £10,000. Porposed Addi- 
tional Berth for Oversea Ships.—Shipping and coal load- 
ing at the port show such material signs of increase, as 
will be seen from accompanying tables, that consideration 
has been given to the duplication of the coal-loading plant 
and designs are to be completed for same; preliminary 
estimate has been prepared, and amounts to £42,000. 
Power-house.—The electric power-house is equipped with 
two 1,500 kilowatt steam turbo alternators, which supply 
power for operating the coal-loading plant, quarry air com- 
pressors, State metal stone crushing plant, and also power 
for construction of the Avon and Cordeaux dams. The 
power for these latter works is conveyed to Cordeaux by 
a 33,000-volt transmission line. In addition to these de- 
partmental activities the Metropolitan Water Board’s 
local pumping station is supplied with power, and also 
Wollongong township and part of Port Kembla for light- 
ing and industrial purposes. The erection of a high-tension 


line to Kiama, with ultimate extensions, is in hand, and 
will provide current to the different towns lying to the 
south of Port Kembla. Plans for transmission line to 
supply Mittagong and Moss Vale are being prepared. 
When these lines are complete the maximum output of 
present machinery will be séverely taxed. In the original 
design of the power station consideration was given to its 
ultimate extension to six times its present size, and it is 
on these lines that the present .building was constructed. 
The proposed railway line to Moss Vale would encounter 
heavy grades in its rise from the port to the tableland, 
and it is quite feasible that the traction on this portion 
might be assisted by electric locomotives. The situation 
of the power-house and its facilities are suitable to this 
method. Trade—The accompanying tables are complete 
for coal and coke over a period of five years, and together 
with other details shown indicate the growth of trade. 
This is also emphasised by reference to the revenue table, 
which indicates that in the last five years the receipts have 
increased from £21,435 to £67,354 per annum. The expan- 
sion of trade has continued since the termination of last 
financial year, and has every indication at present of 
further increase. With the advent of G. and C. Hoskins, 
Limited, in the manufactuer of steel and iron, at Port 
Kembla, there should be a considerable expansion in the 
trade of the port. The company named has practically 
concluded a lease for a site for a jetty and approach with 
the Department, and has secured some hundreds of acres 
of land on which to establish their works. These works 
would, as in the case of Neweastle, be followed by minor 
industries, depending to some extent for their production 
on the output of Hoskins’ works. An adequate industrial 
water supply would give the trade of the port that essential 
necessary to any large manufacturing district, and a 
further increase in the number of factories might be ex- 
pected if this, as well as direct railway connection with 
the main railway lines of the State, obtained. 


Port KempiaA TRADE RETURNS. 


SrarEMENT showing principal Exports and Imports annually for five 
(5) years ending 30th June, 1923, together with Revenue 


earned :— 
Principal Hxports. 
1918-19, 1919-20, 1920-21. 1921-22 1922-23. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons 
Goally spice eta 152,153 | 213,804 | 262,549 | 298,609 | 330,103 
OKO Lae Toviy |e 5s 006 19,420 | 46,939 | 85,85 
Copper Gesxcis ese .csen Not available. 16,614 | 6,677 
Bluestone .........+65 53 185 480 
Slaw fects a ” 425 929 
Hertilisersis..c). tse Sj oe ne et serra, 29,213 
Total\ccsssa-seexs 167,570 | 228,810 | 281,969 | 362,775 | 482,556 
Principal Imports. 
IBUStERTCOpper vacmiap cnc | vseses! Il m soenas 14,594 | 10,906 
TRE: GASSES: BHR RECREMONc||' 0 GOED ERSmMiN (MINED OOnCm— (MUmmercrnn 1,419 5,573 
MistiGmemetiens ccs tiecsiiee cote & ll alatetnoc on 0) ottelene 1,388 2. oie 
Phosphate rock) y.|( ade) | eres Ue ssee 10,887 12,896 
Sulphiiieqeesse ticle sets lul,, eeeeae 3,198 610 
TEMG BATOS| oh Poa eo ee EL BCBOOUE. Blip lp taaueR EN |e econeac ay Meant Soles 
Totalsercncnsevs (only principal imports) ...) 31,486 | 35,390 
Revenue. 
Haulage and ship- £ £ £ eee £ 
ment of coal...... 9,375 13,275 19,210 | 25,003 29,401 
Other services ...... 12,060 | 16,947 | 23,501 | 21,588 | 37,953 
Totals ....... £| 21,435 | 30,222] 42,711 | 46,391 | 67,354 
— SSS. —————————— 
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“97. Is not the extreme end of the existing jetty not in 
the deepest water you can get in the harbour?—That is so. 
~ 49734. That is to say, the largest and most difficult vessels 
to maneuvre could be handled if a greater depth were 
obtained there ?—Yes, we anticipate that we can get up to 
40 feet, if necessary. 

798. Has there been any silting in the harbour ?—Prac- 
tically none. Between the 3-fathom line and high-water 
mark there has been a certain accretion at the southern 
end of the port, but, taking the port as a whole—as a 
tank—there is more water in the harbour now than there 
was when we commenced operations. The depth below 
the 3-fathom line has increased, while the depth above 
the 3-fathom line has decreased. 

799. One would expect that the trade of the port would 
increase somewhat rapidly if the line were constructed, 
which would lead to a considerable increase in harbour 
dues ?—Yes. 

800. Do you regard the present financial situation of the 
harbour as satisfactory ?—Yes. 

801. Have not receipts nearly doubled in the last five 
years ‘Yes. 

802. Do you see signs of further development there ?— 
The war kept us back. The export trade used to he 
325,000 tons per annum, but it has increased since the 
war to 450,000 tons per annum, which it is at present. 
Probably that will be doubled within ten years. 

803. It has been stated, on behalf of those who support 
the proposed railway, that if it were constructed there 
would be a considerable trafic in wheat and probably in 
wool at Port Kembla. Would appliances necessary to 
cope with that class of traffic be expensive?—They would 
be fairly expensive, but mo inore expensive than they 
would be in other places. Wheat could be loaded there as 
you load coal by the conveyor. 

804. Could bags of wheat and bulk wheat be loaded 
there that way ?—Yes. 

805. Has the conveyor system of loading proved satis- 
factory ’—Yes. We have had complaints of the coal being 
-kroken, but in practically every case we have traced it 
back to coal that was broken before it reached there. 

806. Is there within easy distance of Port Kembla a 
water supply suitable for an industrial population ?—I 
understand that investigations made some time ago gave 
satisfactory evidence that there is sufficient water there. 

807. I take it you have no doubt that should the railway 
Le coustructed you will be able to provide the necessary 
facilitics at Port Kembla for both inward and outward 
cargoes ’-—That is so. 

808. Mr. Burke.] What had you in mind when you re- 
ferred to the railway giving an impetus to the trade of the 
port ?—To Hoskins’ requirements. 

809. Mr. Cameron.| What class of land did you refer to? 
—A great deal of it is suitable building land. We have 
a subdivisioin for factory sites fairly close to the harbour, 
and there are residential sites a little further away. Be- 
tween Wollongong and Port Kembla we have a third sub- 
divisiion at Rosemount whieh we propose to put on the 
market when the time is opportune. 

810. Would that estate be residential?—Yes, residential 
and for factory sites. 
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811. Mr. Mahony.] Is there any other land available be- 
sides the 2,128 acres to which you have referred ?—No. 

812. A witness has stated that Port Kembla runs a risk 
of losing the New Caledonian coke market because the con- 
veyors break it up. Can anythink be done to overcome that 
difficulty 7—Yes, we have considered that. The idea is to 
put in a different class of chute. The breakage takes 
place from the chute to the bottom of the vessel. It hits 
the back of the chute, and a certain breakage takes place 
there. When the bottom is covered very little breakage 
takes place. I do not think more breakage takes place 
there than on the trucks. We are trying to overcome it. 


813. Mr. Travers.| What total amount do you estimate 
will be necessary to carry out the complete scheme for 
the improvement of the port?—I do not think that has 
been gone into. The new berth for the oversea ships 
would be on the western side of the present coal-loading 
plant. We should make use of that before we started to 
build anything else. A series of seven berths were marked 
out between that and the northern breakwater, but the 
estimated cost has not been revised for some years. 

814. Has the use of electric locomotives on the steep 
gradients of this line been considered?—No. The matter 
was brought to my mind in connection with the Otira 
tunnel, New Zealand. There they bring the ordinary loco- 
motive up to the side of the tunnel where the electric loco- 
motive is hooked on to the train, which is taken through 
the tunnel, another engine picking the train up on the 
other side. You could have a boosting engine at the end 
of the train. 

815. Would there be sufficient power at the Port Kembla 
power house to do that?~Not with the present units. If 
we put in another unit there would be ample power to 
give all the boosting wanted on the line. 

§16. You have stated: 

Phere is sufficient depth at the entrance and jetties to 


accommodate interstate and overseas ships drawing up to 29 
fect 6 inches. 


Ts that at high or at low water ?—At low water. 


817. Mr. Drummond.] Was consideration been given to 
the question of selling land on long-term leases instead of 
on the freehold basis?-~Yes. The Electrolytic Company 
and the metal manufacturers people were invited to take 
long leases, but they said that unless they were allowed to 
purchase right out they would have nothing to do with 
the property. 

818. With regard to electrie power, you have stated that 
plans for the transmissioin line to supply Mittagong and 
Moss Vale are being prepared, and that when these lines 
are completed the maximum output of the present mach- 
inery will be severely taxed. That is to say, that the power 
produced is almost consumed by present demands ?—Yes. 
We could not supply Mittagong and Moss Vale at present 
and keep the Avon and Cordeaux Dams going. 


819. Are you satisfied that Port Kembla will be able to 
accommodate the largest vessels in the general trade?— 
Yes. 10,000-ton ships of the Commonwealth and Dominion 
line go there. One ship which drew 29 feet took 8,000 tons 
of cargo. We depend upon getting 35 feet. 


820. You look for an expansion of the coal trade ?2—That 
is certain, 
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MONDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


Present :-— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Ceamman). 


The Hon. Jonn TRAvers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francts Micnart Burke, Esq. 


Winuiam Cameron, sq, 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonn, Esa. 


The Committe proceeded t> further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla, 


Charles Austin Hodgson, Chief Traffie Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn, and examined :— 


8203. Chairman.| Have you a further statement from 
the Railway Commissioners?—Yes. It is as follows :— 
18th August, 1925. 

Proposep Rairway CoNNECTION between the Main Southern 
and South Coast Systems—Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 


In accordance with the request of the Minister for Rail- 
Ways, and in pursuance of the provisions of the Public Works 
Act, 1912, the Commissioners beg to submit a further report 
cn the abovementioned proposal. 

The Commissioners have since inspected the route of the 
proposed railway and met various representative bodies con- 
cerned, and have formed the opinion conclusively that the 
line as surveyed is the best route that can be obtained. 

As mentioned in our previous report, the length of this 
proposal is 38 miles 6 chains, made up of 24 miles 56 chains 
for section Port Kembla (Unanderra) to Robertson, with a 
ruling grade ou the “down” journey of 1 in 80 over a 
length of 11 miles compensated for curvature, and 1 in 75 on 
the “up” direction; and 13 miles 30 chains from Robert- 
son to Moss Vale, having a ruling grade of 1 in 75 in both 
directions. The sharpest curve is of 10 chains radius. 

The estimated cost is £854,024 for a line laid down with 
SO Ib. rails and stone ballast. There are two tunnels—one 
700 yards long and the other 140 yards. For a distance of 
134 miles the survey of the line skirts the top of the range 
forming the catchment area of the Sydney Water Supply, to 
which objection has been raised by the Water and Sewerage 
Board. 

With regard to the merits of the proposal, the Commis- 
sioners have had the advantage of a perusal of the sworn 
evidence given recently before the Public Works Comunittee, 
and, having analysed this most carefully, and given con- 
sideration to the various aspects of the cas® as presented to 
the Committee by representative bodies, are of opinion that 
the case for the line must depend upon the vaiue of through 
business. In his evidence before the Public Works Com- 
mittee on the 18th ultimo, Mr. Hoskins stated that, as a 
commencement, about 200 to 260 men would be employed, 
and that it would take from five to ten years to get into full 
swing, by which time he anticipated that he would be pay- 
ing the railways £100,000 per annum in freight. The tetal 
amount to be ultimately invested by him is given as 
£2,000,000 from which he expects to derive £3,000,000 worth 
of precucts, apart from cement. 

Under existing conditions the line, if constructed, would 
result in a heavy loss equal to the whole of the interest, and 
a portion of the working expenses, and in addition to this 
loss there would be a diversion of traflic from the Moss 
Vale-Sydney section. The only justification for its construc- 
tion would be the carrying out of the large developmental 
works at Port Kembla, as outlined by Mr. Charles Ifoskins 
and others in recent evidence before the Public Works Com- 
mittee. There can be no doubt that if these works are 
erected, a large velume of new traffic would accrue to the 
‘auilways, and the Government would receive the benefit of 
the enhanced revenue derived from Port Kembla as the 
result of the railway increasing the business through the 
port. 

While, however, the Commissioners are unable to make a 
definite recommendation in favour of the coustruction of the 
Jine, it must be recognised that the proposal possesses merits 
apart from what the actual financial position might show, 
and it is considered that the construction of the railway 
should be viewed from a purely national standpoint and 
regarded as a matter of Government policy. In this respect 
it might be pointed out that for many years it has been 
nrged all along the North and South Coast that a direct 
connection by railway from the tableland to a port on the 
coast should be estabiished, and, having investigated all 
such proposals it must be frankly admitted that the one 
under consideration from Moss Yale to Port Kembla is the 
vhertest ard cheapest connection that has been located, and 
has the advantage of linking up with a deep-sea port which 
can be appreciably improved, whereas all the other proposals 
dealt with simply afford a connection with coastal ports only, 
which would involve considerable expenditure for conve:- 
sion to meet oversea requirement. 


If the financial position has to be anticipated at this junc- 
ture the Commissioners can only say, after most careful 
analysis and consideration of the whole of the circumstances, 
that the “down” trafiic (i.e., traffic from the port to the 
country) would not yield more than working expenses, owing 
to the heavy grade and unprofitable loads; whilst as regards 
the “up” (i.ec., traffic from the country to the port) as- 
suming that 100,000 tons of ore are hauled yearly, the 
revenue would give a surplus of £6,000 towards the interest 
charge of £47,000 per annum. It will thus be seen that the 
line would require to carry about 8CO0,000 tons of ore per 
annum before it could be shown to pay the full working 
expenses and interest. This is a forecast of the branch line 
calnings only, apart from increased business likely to be 
created on the Main South Coast line between Port Kembla 
and Sydney, owing to increased population, the extent of 
which cannot be estimated. 

821. Apart from the question of policy, do you regard 
the proposal as one dependent almost entirely upon the 
establishment of Hoskins’ works at Port Kembla ?—Yes. 

822. In your estimate of probable earnings, have you 
taken credit for the carriage of wheat acress the line for 
shipment from Port Kembla?—I have not given the pro- 
babe earnings. 

823. It is stated in the report that the down traffic 
would not yield more than the working expenses ’—That 
is the manure. 

824. It is further stated: “ Assuming 100,000 tons of ore 
are hauled yearly, the revenue would give a surplus of 
£6,000.” Does that estimate of revenue entirely exclude 
the carriage of wheat?—That estimate is purely for the 
ore. 

825. If the line were built, do you consider wheat would 
be despatched across it from the southern districts for 
shipment at Port Kembla assuming there is the necessary 
equipment at the port ?—Of that I am very doubtful. 

826. The supporters of the line nave made a very strong 
point ef that. Can you say what the basis of your doubt 
is in that regard’—It is much the same as that with 
regard to the shipment of wheat at Newcastle. Wheat is 
brought past Neweastle; it is not shipped there. It would 
mean duplication of work for those handling wheat; they 
would not keep an establishment in Sydney and another 
in Port Kembla. 

827. Have you in mind the fact that Sydney is likely 
to prove a more attractive port than Port Kembla for over- 
sea shipments if improvements are made at the port?—tI 
think if a firny has established its headquarters in Sydney, 
it is not going to leave Sydney unless there is considerable 
advantage to be gained by going elsewhere. 

828. There would be more advantage to the farmer in 
having less freight charges’—I do not imagine the ship- 
per will pay the farmer any more for going from Port 
Kembla than from Sydney. 

829. An association from the South Coast furnished 
cvidence to the effect that if this line were built it ex- 
pected 240,000 tons of coal and coke from the Illawarra 
line would be sent to Picton.and be stored at a station 
south?—Most of that coal would be for locomotive pur- 
poses. I have no doubt a considerable quantity of coal 
would go that way. But, unfortunately, that would be on 
the down journey, where we have a very bad grade. 

880. It was further stated that about 5,000 tons per 
annum of pit props would be despatched across the line. 
As a matter cf fact some of these interested in the mine3 
stated a great many pit props are now drawn from Picton 
and Mittagong to Sydney, and then sent down the South 
Coast ?—That is quite right. 


Witneses—C. A. Hodgson, 3 September, 1923. 


831. A point was made with respect to the attractiveness 
of such a line as a tourist resort. Do you think there is 
likely to be considerable passenger traffic if this line were 
built 2—I think there is quite likely to be a fair amount 
of tourist traffic. 

832. Mr. Burke.] It is stated in the report you read that 
the down traffic would not yield more than working ex- 
penses; is that from superphosphates ?—Largely. 

833. Do you expect, if Hoskins’ works are established at 
Port Kembla, a fair amount of traffic will also go over the 
line from the port to the country ?—I do not think so. 

834, Mr. Hoskins was asked: 

Where would your Lithgow trade go in the event of big works 
being established at Port Wembla ?--West. A lot of our stuff goes 
now, and that is what helps us. 

Where do you anticipate our biggest market will be in the event 

of the establishment of works at Pott Kembla ?— Principally in New 
South Wales. 
IIe also stated: “We have sent to Victoria as much as 
£400,000 worth of stuff in one year.” Do you think that 
trafic would be likely to go from Port Kembla down the 
Southern line to Victoria ?—No; it would go by water. 

835. Because it will be cheaper?’—Yes. You will find 
that their traffic from Eskbank went by water from Syd- 
ney to Victoria. 


836. Do you mean the difference in freight would mean 
that it would go by water ?—Yes. 

837. Is there no other product being manufactured at 
Port Kembla which you think would go over the line to 
any extent ’—Exc¢ept superphosphates not to any great 
extent. 

838. Do you think wire would go to Sydney or Vic- 
toria?—I think everything despatched to Victoria would 
go by water, 

839. So that outside superphosphates to serve people 
along the Southern line, there would not be much traffic 
from the port to the country ?—There would be coal from 
the South Coast collieries. 


840. Mr. Camercn.| Is there any likelihood of wheat 
being shipped at Port Kembla if this line were con- 
structed, and Mr. Hoskins’ works were carried out?—In 
sending wheat a long distance, an extra 50 miles does not 
cost very much. If, to deal with wheat at Port Kembla, 
you have to duplicate your expenditure I think wheat 
firms will hesitate about going there. 

841. I had in mind the greater development of the port? 
—TJ co not think it will rest with the port; I think it will 
rest w:th the people dealing with the wheat. 

842. The development of the port would not have any 
effect upon it¢—It would in this way: if they did not 
provide appliances at the port, wheat could not be shipped 
there. But if facilities were provided at the port I am 
very doubtful if much use would be made of those facili- 
ties. I think firms would prefer to deal with Sydney. All 
the western wheat has to be dealt with in Sydney. It 
would not pay to take that wheat to Port Kembla. A 
large amount of the northern wheat comes to Sydney. 
Having an establishment for dealing with western and 
southern wheat in Sydney, I hardly think it likely a 
separate place will be established to deal with wheat from 
the south. 

843, The saving in freight falta be eaten up by the 
extra cost of handling?—That is what I think. 

844. That is what applies to Newcastle to-day ’—That 
is so. . 

845. Mr. Mahony.] Do you anticipate any revenue from 
vegetables grown in the Robertson district which would 
26 to the const?—Yes, a little. It is not a trafic that 
pays well. 

846. There would be a fair traffic in cabbages?—Yes. 
We have a fair traffic in cabbages now. From our point 
of view it is not a lucrative business when the heavy 
interest charge is considered. Pretty heavy traffic is 
necessary in order to make enough profit to cover work- 
ing expenses and interest, 
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847. One witness said 30,380 tons of props were required 
from the Picton district. Would much freight be derived 
from that?—That is also a very cheap traffic. Unless Mr. 
Tlos#ns launches out as he suggests not much revenue 
could be expected. But the carrying out of his proposal 
would put an entirely different complexion on the matter, 
because, quite apart from the construction of the line 
under consideration, the establishment of large works at 
Port Kembla. would bring money into the coffers of the 
Railway Commissioners, as a big population would be 
thereby created, and there would be the carriage of articles 
required by that population. The high-class traffic mostly 
goes by boat. 

848. Is there any large quantity of South Coast coal 
used by the Railway Conimissioners stored at any station 
south of Moss Vale?—We use metropolitan coal for pas- 
senger arrangements. We do not use it largely. We use 
western coal for our goods engines. 

849. Mr. Travers.] When you stated the dowh traffic 
would not yield more than workine expenses, what amount 
had you in mind; in other words, what is your estimate of 
working expenses on the line?—Taking it as a line by 
itself with a 1 in 30 grade, the working expenses would 
be pretty high. It would not pay working expenses if 
you are merely going to take the 38 miles of this line. 


‘Manure is carried at the very cheapest rate we have; 


cheaper even than coal. I could not state what the work- 
ing expenses wotld be unless I knew the nature of the 
traffic and the quantity to be conveyed. The ore traffic 
estimated at 100,000 tons, was dealt with in bulk. As a 
matter of fact the profit mentioned in the report I sub- 
mnitted is taken from the actual working of train loads, 
You will realise we can work the traffic cheaper if we have 
it in train loads than if we have it in truck loads. This 
cost is worked out on the up traffic, presuming that it 
would be in train loads. With superphosphates it would 
probably be quite different. J should have to deal with it 
in truck loads. You may take it that no matter what 
line they are carried on superphosphates will not show 
anything more than working expenses. Our lowest ordi- 
nary rate is the miscellaneous rate. Our manure rates 
would work out at about -375 a8 compared with the mis- 
cellaneous rate. You will see there is not much room for 
any profit in that. In fact, the Commissioners are not 
seekiiie to make a profit. In connection with manure, they 
make their profit in another way. 

850. You ate anticipating if this line were built the 
trade in superphosphates in the Southern Riverina would 
be greatly accelerated ?—I think it quite likely that some 
of the trade which is now dealt with from Melbourne 
would come to New South Wales. 

851. Resatding the 100,000 tons of ore mentioned: is 
that based on Mr. Hoskins’ figures ?—Yes. 

852. Have you allowed for ore coming from Southern 
Riverina ?—No. 

853. We were told you would get some traffic fron 
copper oré from Southern Riverina to. the Electrolytic 
Company’s works ?—That is too hazy a proposition to put 
into figures. It depends entirely on the price of copper. 

854, Will special rolling stock be required for this line? 
-—No; it has exactly the same grade as there was for many 
years on the line from Balmoral to Hill Top. 


855. Your working expenses would be very high @—It 


would mean three Ioconictives instead of one in working 
the train; the same as we had between Balmoral and Hill 
Top. 


856, T take it that according to your figures the annual — 


lures on the line would be £41,000?—Yes, 

857. Do you anticipate you will get any other traffic — 
A little probably. 

858. When you spoke so highly of Port Kenibla as an 
oversea port what had you in mind would pass over the 
railways to that port?-Nothing. The Commissioners 
mentioned in the report which I read that Port Kembla. 
had facilities that no other coastal port had, and the 
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port being what it was, was the most favourable in con- 
nection with a cross-country line; because if the cross- 
country line is built it will not be necessary to spend huge 
sums of money in making the port suitable for oversea 
vessels. 


859. But the Commissioners must have had in mind that 
there would be some traffic to the deep-sea ports ?—They 
have in mind if Mr. Hoskins establishes his works at 
Port Kembla that there will be traffic. 


860. Do you anticipate the amount of lecal traffic on the 
line will be in any way appreciable?—] i. k it will adda 
little to the general result. 


861. According to the Commissioners, the whole case 
for the line depends upon Mr. Hoskins’ works ¢—Practi- 
eally so. 


862. Looking at the results Mr. Hoskins achieved in 
Lithgow, would he be likely to get similar results here ?— 
l think quite likely. I believe Mr, Hoskins is. perfectly 
sincere in what he says and intends. 


863. You said in one portion of your report: 

Under existing conditions the line, if constructed, would 
result in a heayy loss equal to the whole of the interest and 
a portion of the working expenses, and in addition to this 
joss there would be a diversion of tratfiic from the Moss Vale- 
Sydney section. 


and further on you say: 


This is a forecast of the branch line earnings only, apart 
from increased business likely to be created on the main 
South Coast line, between Port Kembla and Sydney, owing 


to increased population, the extent of which cannot be 
estimated. 


Would the amount of increased business, which would be 
created by the construction of this line on the main South 


Coast line, compensate for what you would lose in the 
diversion of traffic on the Moss Vale-Sydney section ?— 
Yes. 

864. Mr. Doe.] Referring to Port Kembla as a place for 
the shipment of wheat from Riverina, Mr. T. I. Oampbell, 
in giving evidence, considered it would be a very suitable 
place for the shipment of wheat. In reply to a question 
by Mr. Cameron he stated that he considered the saving 
in the carriage of wheat would be 1d. per bushel. Would 
that amount be correct ?—Between 200 and 250 miles, the 
difference in the cost of carriage of wheat, is 10d. per ton. 

865. Mr. Ernest Field, a Marrar farmer, stated that he 
was connected with the voluntary wheat pool and urged 
the construction of this line on the grounds that it was 
necessary to have another and a newer port. He said the 
voluntary wheat pool people shipped 75 or 80 per cent. of 
the wheat last year, and that under present conditions 
boats had to go ta Newcastle to coal and come back to 
Sydney to load. At Port Kembla they would be able to 
come alongside the wharf and complete their bunkering 
and loading of the wheat at the one time?—It was pro- 
posed that we should have our coal shipping arrangements 
at Glebe Island, and the scheme was absolutely sat upon 
because of the fact that the wheat would be spoiled by the 
coal dust. They would not haye it in the same bay even. 
If they are proposing to handle coal and wheat simul- 
taneously at Port Kembla there will be some trouble. 

866. Supposing the coal and wheat were not taken in 
simultaneously, but the yessel was shifted to the coal 
wharf to load eoal, and to another wharf to load wheat, 
would that be possible?—It would depend on how far the 
wharves were apart. I know that when certain winds are 
blowing the coal will mix with the wheat. 

867. If the wheat were in bags it would not make very 
much difference?—Probably not. 


MONDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 
Piresent :— 
The Hon. W. T. DIOK (€Cuatrayay). 


Vhe Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rospert Mattony. 


Francis Micnart Burke, Esq. 
Witniam Cameron, Esa. 


Brian James Dor, Isa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla, 


Henry Robert Lee, accountant, Electrolytic Refining and 
Smelting Company, Port Kembla, re-called, and 
further examined :— 

868. Chairman.| You desire to make a statement with 
respect to certain evidence given since your last appearance 
before the Committee ?—Yes; it is as follows:— _ : 


Referring to the alleged danger of pollution to the Sydney 
catchment area from the construction of the proposed rail- 
way, my Adyisory Committee respectfully protest against the 
action of the officers of the Water and Sewerage Board in 
endeayouring to so cloud the issue by reference to irreleyant 
matters as to infer that any tangible or appreciable danger 
would result from the construction of the proposed line 
traversing for a few miles the extreme southern portion of 
the catchinent area. 


We submit, with great respect, that the only matters 
which should be taken into consideration are those directly 
affecting the construction of the proposed line. 


We further submit that any possible pollution whilst rail- 
Way traffic is passing over the portion of the line traversing 
the catchment area will be minimised to a vanishing point 
by the safeguards proposed by the railway authorities. 

F Practically the whole of the information put before the 
( ommittee by the Officers of the Water and Sewerage Board 
and which may be detrimental to the catchment area relate 
to facts and conditions which exist at the present time, and 
which will continue to exist whether the proposed railway 
is built or not. This being the case, we submit that the 
Committee will only take into consideration such facts as 


are relevant and which direc 
railway. wh directly apply to the proposed 


With regard to the Robertson district, this has been a 
tourist district for many years, and we would draw atten- 
tion to the fact that the development at present taking place 
at Robertson by the erection of a tourists’ hotel, recreation 
grounds, &¢c., some miles from the outer edge of the catch- 
ment area, will be continued whether the railway is con- 
structed or not. 

The statement, which was published in the “ Sydney 
Morning Herald,” alleged to have been made by Mr. Keele, 
ex-President of the Water and Sewerage Board, that “contami- 
nation by tourists visiting Bulli Lookout, Bulli Pass, and 
Lodden Falls, great as it was, would be small compared with 
the grave danger from the proposed railway” is so grossly 
incorrect as scarcely to call for comment. Particularly at 
holiday periods, thousands of persons trayel over and picnic 
on the catchment area in the yicinity of the places men- 
tioned, and to infer that there would be a greater danger of 
contamination from passengers trayelling in a train during 
the few minutes that they would be passing over the catch- 
ment area is farcical. 

We submit the Committee are aware that at the present 
time probably 2,000 persons are domiciled continuously upon 
the catchment area; this number, including the population 
of the township of Kangaloon, and the large number of 
employees engaged on the construction, upkeep and mainten- 
ance of the several dams and waterworks on the area. In 
addition, a large number of persons frequently travel over 
the roadways in the catchment area either on foot or in 
vehicles. If it becomes necessary at some future date to 
filter the water supply of Sydney, it will be because of 
these and other conditions which are not in any way con- 
nected with the proposed railway; to state that if the 
proposed line is constructed it will be necessary to filter the 
water supply of Sydney is obviously so unreasonable as to 
be absurd, 
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With regard to the short distance on the extreme southern 
end of the catchment area, over 50 miles from Sydney, 
over which the proposed railway line will traverse, we would 
point out with respect that there are no stopping-places on 
or near the proposed area. ; 

Further— 

1. That by specially ballasting the short length of line 
through the south-eastern corner of the catchment 
area ; 

. by filtering, if it is found necessary, the small amount 
of water drained from the railway permanent-way ; 
3d. by making use, if it also found necessary, of 
Pullman’s carriages without lavatories, similar to 
those used on the suburban line from Sydney to 
Parramatta, for the train service from Wollongong 
to Robertson. 

the danger of any pollution which would in any way pre- 
judice, or be detrimental to the water supply of Sydney is, 
we submit, infinitesimal, and certainly not such as to war- 
rant any delay or interfere in any way with the construction 

of the proposed railway. 

We would point out that the Pullman’s carriages, similar 
to those used for the suburban trafiic, are at the present time 
frequently used, particularly at holiday times, for conveying 
passengers from Sydney to Wollongong, and these carriages 
are not equipped with lavatories for the journey from 
Sydney to Wollongong, a distance of 47 miles. The length of 
the proposed line from Wollongong to Moss Vale will only 
be approximately 88 miles, and it must be admitted that if 
these carriages can and are being used for the 47-mile 
journey from Sydney to Wollongong, they can readily, if so 
desired, be used for the journey from Wollongong to Moss 
Vale by the proposed route. 

In conclusion, we submit that the proposed railway is one 
of paramount importance to the Commonwealth of Australia, 
and one which is absolutely essential in order not only to 
provide decentralisation communication, thereby relieving 
the serious congestion on the* existing lines to the capital 
city, but also it will be the means of fostering and 
encouragibg existing industries and bring into existence other 
large new industries, which will provide new avenues of 
employment and develop and enhance the State generally. 


bo 


My advisory committee, whilst recognising the question of 
the purity of the water supply of Sydney to be of para- 
mount importance, submits the statement T have made us 
their considered opinion. 

869. What are the safeguards proposed by the railway 
authorities to which you refer¢’—The railway authorities 
stated in evidence that they would ballast the‘ tracks, as 
well as the culverts which passed over the water-courses. 
That ballast would act as a natural filter to retain any 
material coming from trains used by passengers which 
would be likely to contaminate the water supply. Mr. 
Kennedy stated that there was no water usually running 
in the water-courses; they were dry creeks in which water 
only flowed when there was a rainfall. If the tracks were 
ballasted in the way stated contamination would be reduced 
to an absolute minimum. I would like to draw attention 
to the fact that carriages without lavatories are now run 
on Saturdays and holidays from Sydney to Wollongong, 
a distance of 47 miles. If contamination was likely to 
result from the use of lavatories, we submit it would be 
an easy matter for the Commissioners to run Pullman 
carriages without lavatories on this branch line which we 
recommend should be constructed. 


870. You regard it as being a branch passenger line 
which, incidentally, is going to be a gods line to the 
south ?—Largely a goods line. 


871. Do you anticipate there is likely to be long-distance 
trafic from the south to Wollongong and other seaside 
resorts if this line were constructed ’—We anticipate that 
it will be treated as a branch line as far as passenger 
trafic is concerned, and that passengers for the South 
Coast will tranship at Moss Vale. That appears to be 
reasonable, judging from the time-table which the Com- 
missioners have at present from the south to Sydney, and 
also the trains which are run from the southern parts of 
the State to Sydney. The Commissioners run excursion 
trains now at certain times each month to Sydney. They 
would extend that as a special excursion train through to 
the South Coast. In that case we take it the passengers 
would tranship to Moss Vale, 


872. Mr. Mahony.] A great deal has been made out of 
the quantity of goods which go backwards and forwards; 
would goods be transhipped at Moss Vale?—No, that would 
ke all through traffic. In that case you only have the crew 
of the train passing over the catchment area. The goods 
trains would not stop there. The danger of contamination 
of the water supply from the gocds trains would be practi- 
cally infinitesimal. 

873. Would a mixed train be run?—It may be on occa- 
sions. In that case we could put on Pullman carriages 
without lavatories. 

874. What proportion of the 2,000 people you stated 
were domiciled on the catchment area would be at Kan- 
galcon’—It was stated in evidence that at East and West 
Kangaloon the number was approximately 900. In addi- 
tion to that, according to the evidence, there are approxi- 
mately 200 farms on the catchment area. Then there are 
the construction men who have been at the Avon dam 
and Cordeaux dam for some years, and who are likely to 
remain for some years longer. 

875. There are no creeks anywhere near Kangaloon ?— 
Aceording to the Water and Sewerage Board’s own map, 
at Kangaloon there are a arge number of feeders which 
run directly into the head of the Nepean, from which the 
main supply is drawn. It shows the feeders from the 
Nepean run in about Kangaloon, where the bulk of the 
people are domiciled on the catchment area. 

876. Chairman.] The Avon dam is not on the Nepean? 
—No, it is on the Avon. Still a large number of the 
feeders from which the water is drawn are really on that 
area. 

877. Mr. Mahony.| The Cordeaux dam is close to the 
proposed railway ’—There the train would merely be pass- 
ing for a few seconds over that particular spot. No 
restriction is placed on any person visiting there. Any 
person may go there to shoot. The contamination eaused 
by persons passing over there in Pullman carriages would 
be much less than would take place from persons travelling 
over the area on foot. 

878. There is a main road from Moss Vale and from 
Bowral; is there much traffic on that road?—Not much. 
Most of the traffic is on the Appin side and through Bulli 
Pass. On the occasion of a tournament there were 700 
motor-cars at the top of Bulli Pass. They travelled over 
a portion of the catchment area. 

$79. Would not the use of the Pullman cars you suggest 
considerably inconvenience the travelling public? You 
say the danger would not be great on the catchment area? 
—We do not think it will be necessary to put on the 
Pullman ears, but if it were considered that econtamina- 
tion was likely to take place the Pullman cars could be 
used, as is done now from Wollongong to Sydney on Satur- 
days and holidays. The longest time occupied on that 
journey is three hours. 

880. Your advisory committee consider there is no great 
danger of contamination of the water supply ’—We con- 
sider there is no danger. Even if it were shown that 
there was a serious risk of contamination, it could be 
remedied at very small cost. 

881. Afr. Burke.] You stated that the development at 
present taking place at Robertson by the erection of a 
tourists’ hotel, recreation grounds, &c., some miles from 
the outer edge of the catchment area, would be continued 
whether the railway was constructed or not. How many 
miles will that hotel be from the catchment area ?—Approx- 
imately 4 to 5 miles. 

882. If the line were not constructed, would that hotel 
have any bearing on the catchment area?—Not in any 
way. The whole of the attractions for which that hotel 13 


being erected are located south of the catchment area: the 


Fitzroy Falls, the Robertson Lookout, and the Barrengarry 
Mountain. There are really no attractions on the catch- 
ment area. Tourists will go to Robertson for some purpose 
other than to visit the catchment area. 


883. You mean the Water and Sewerage Board could 
not use the hotel as an argument against the construction 
of the railway ?—Quite so. Mr. Keele said that a number 


of persons would visit the catchment area, that they would’ 


visit the stored water. There is no stored wated within 
12 miles of Robertson. Visitors are not going to a place 
to seo stored water when they have attractions such as 
the Fitzroy Falls, the Belmore Falls, and the Barrengarry 
Mountain, which are situated well away from the catch- 
ment area. 

884. Do you know of your own knowledge of many 
people using the catchment area as a picnic ground?—I 
have frequently gone with my family to the Loddon Falls 
and the Bulli Pass. 

885. Do a large number of people go there at holiday 
times ?—Quite a large number. They spread all over the 
eatchment area searching for wild flowers. 

886. Are any sanitary arrangements made for visitors ?— 
Only burying the excreta. Joliday-makers just go into 
the bush. I understand the Water and Sewerage Board 
has taken no steps to deal with excreta or other refuse on 
the catchment area. 

887. Are there not special by-laws dealing with the 
catchment area?—JI have no knowledge of that. I am 
informed the conditions existing are the same as those 
outside that area. The excreta from the pans is buried 
in the ordinary way. 

&88. Mr. Cameron.| You stated Pullman cars without 
lavatory accommodation were being used from Sydney 
to Wollongong. Have any complaints been made because 
of that?’—I never heard of any. I am a member of several 
associations, and the matter has never been brought up. 

889. Mr. Travers.| Mr. Hodgson stated that the loss on 
the line would be £41,000 per annum?—That statement 
was made without regard to the increased traffic on the 
Wollongong-Port Kembla line. It was pointed out in our 
evidence that, although we admitted there might be a loss 
in the early years on the proposed line, that loss would be 
largely made up- from additional revenue derived from 
the Sydney to Wolongong line. If the present population 
in the Illawarra district, with the industries established 
there, requires many tons of foodstuffs, clothing, and build- 
ing material, the additional population which would result 
from the establishment of new industries would require 
an equivalent quantity of food, clothing, and domestic 
appliances, and the Commisioners would gain that extra 
revenue. The line from Sydney to Wollongong paid; and 
when extended to Kiama it paid. We submit that if it, 
pays with the present population, it will pay very much 
more with the increased population, and that the additional 
reyenue should be credited to the proposed line. 

890. The Commissioners say: 


Under existing conditions the line, if constructed, would 
result in a heavy loss, equal to the whole of the interest and 
a portion of the working expenses, and in addition to this 
loss there would be a diversion of traffic from the Moss 
Vale—Sydney section. The only justification for its con- 
struction would be the carrying out of the large develop- 
mental works at Port Kembla, as outlined by Mr. Charles 
Hoskins and others in recent evidence before the Public 
Works Committee. There can be no doubt that if these 
works are erected a large volume of new traffic would 
accrue to the railways, and the Government would receive 
the benefit of the enhanced revenue derived from Port 
Kembla as the result of the railway increasing the business 
through the port. 


Further on they say: 


Assuming that 100,000 tons of ore are hauled yearly, the 
revenue would give a surplus of £6,000 towards the interest 
charge of £47,000 per annum. It will thus be seen that the 
line would require to carry about 800,000 tons of ore per 
annum before it could be shown to pay the full working: 
expenses and interest. This is a forecast of the branch 
line earnings only, apart from increased business likely to 
be created on the Main South Coast line between Port 
Kembla and Sydney, owing to increased population, the 
extent of which cannot be estimated. 


891. In view of the probable annual loss of £41,000, and see- 
ing that the Railway Commissioners hold the view that the 
only justification for the line would be the large develop- 
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mental works now at Port Kembla, and Mr. Hoskin’s 
works to come, has your committee considered whether it 
would be advisable to approach the Government with a 
view of arriving at some satisfactory agreement whereby 
the interested parties would meet the loss for some years 
to come on the line or a portion of it?—That has not been 
considered. We have been agitating for this line for 
practically thirty years. The resultant development wou!ld 
be of much benefit to the State. The proposal has not 
emanated from the industries at all. Before they were 
established at Port Kembla—particularly the later ones— 
this ine was advocated very strongly. J have been located 
in the South Coast about nineteen years. I was secretary 
of the Hlawarra Harbour and Railway League eleven years 
ago, when this proposal was placed before the Decentrali- 
sation Commission. We then pointed owt it was in the 
public interests that this Hine should be constructed, that 
it. was really a developmental line. My advisory committee 
vonsists of public bodies: the Farmers and Settlers’ Asso- 
ciation and different municipal councils right through to 
Albury. Any question of indemnifying the Government 
for this railway would have to come from the whole of the 
public.bodies representing the larger half of the State. 


$92. Mr. Hodgson was asked: 

According to the Commissioners, the whole ease for the 
line depends upon Mr. Hoskins’ works?—Practically so, 
You spoke of the line being a developmental one. Leaving 
Mr. Hoskins’ works out of the question for the time being, 
what contributing factors have you in mind im that 
development?—I. think the line would be a factor in 
encouraging the treatment of low-grade ores at Port 
Kembla. Considerably cheaper flux would be obtainable. 
That would tend to general improvement, from which the 
State would benefit. There is not one thing only; there 
are many things. A few years ago there was nothing at 
Port Kembla. The Government built the harbour works, 
and then came the electrolytic works which, from employ- 
ing 200 men, is now with the subsidiary companies, em- 
ploying 1,000 men; and the amount expended on plant 
and machmery has been increased from £240,000 to 
£1,000,000. The development is going on all the time. 
That is due to the fact that the actual conveniences are 
there to bring about such development. Other industries 
would naturally follow the construction of the proposed 
line and the establishment of the Hoskins’ works. 


888. Where would the low-grade ores come from ?—F rom 
the southern half of the State. The mineral belt runs in 
the Goulburn district, Lake George, along the Cooma line 
to Albury 

894. Is much being done there now?—Practieally noth- 
ing, because they have reached the state when the cost is 
too high. I have been acquainted with that district for many 
years. I was on the old Lake George mine for years. We 
know there are millions of tons of low-grade ore there. We 
have to bring our limestone from Portland. It would be 
cheaper to bring it from Marulan if facilities were afforded. 
We have sent round to Iron Knob, in South Australia, for 
flux to treat ores which are being produced in this State. 
Tf the Electrolytic Company’s works could get all the iron 
slag and ironstone they required at a low cost I am quite 
sure the treatment of low-grade ores would be brought 
within the scope of practicability, and that would mean 
imereased traffic and more employment. 

- 895. Do you remember when the Committee was at Port 
Kembla that generally the evidence of the representatives 
of the works now established at Port Kembla was in the di- 
rection that they would contribute very little revenue to the 
line?—Not from the Electrolytic Company. Mr. White 
forecasted pretty well the same as I do: that it would lead 
to considerable development as far as the mining industry 
was concerned. Mr. Greenwood in his evidence stated that 
very little of his product would go there. He pointed out 
to this Committee that his company were treating about 
half the Electrolytic Company’s product; they treated 
about 6,000 or 7,000 tons of copper. Half their product 
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was used in New South Wales. If half the product is used 
in this State, a considerable portion will go inland. Copper 
is used largely for telephone, telegraph, and all electrical 
instalations. 

896. Mr. Hoskins, in evidence, stated: 

What proportion of Tasmanian ores are you likely to use 
here?—Half and half. Of course, all the limestone would 
come from Marulan. 

So that the whole of the ores he is likely to use about 
50 per cent. of it would go by water ?—Yes. 

897. Considering the Railway Commissioners report that 
this line depends very largely upon the erection of Mr. 
Hoskins’ works, would it not be advisable for the different 
interests concerned to come together and consider the 
question with a view to arriving at a satisfactory arrange- 
ment with the Government in order to overcome any loss ?— 
The interests are so large it would be difficult to apportion 
the loss to be paid by the different interests. 
at the question from the point of view of practicability. 
There are not only the interests of Port Kembla, but the 
farming interests in connection with obtaining cheaper 
superphosphates to be considered. There is also the ques- 
tion of an additional port for shipment of wheat and wool. 
Supposing Hoskins and the Port Kembla companies, the 
Farmers and Settlers’ Association were to stand together 
to guarantee so much, they would require to be reimbursed 
any additional revenue as soon as it reached a certain 
amount. 

898. Regarding the woollen interests likely to use the 
proposed line, Mr. Paxton is not strong on that, because 
the port would be so close to Sydney ?—It is very difficult 
at times to get shipping berths in Sydney. The proximity 
to Sydney would be an advantage, because when berthing 
accommodation was not available in Sydney vessels could 
be sent to Port Kembla. 

899. Another objection raised was, Port Kembla being 
a coal port, wheat would be injuriously affected thereby ?— 
I do not think so. I have seen the shipment of coal going 
on at Port Kembla, and you would not see a cloud of dust 
there. The coal is shipped at Port Kambla through a 
telescopic or enclosed chute into the hold of the ship, and 
you would not know what was going on. There is no 
danger of ccal dust affecting the wheat. 

900. Do you consider that, apart altogether from the 
erection of Mr. Hoskins’ works, the proposed line is justi- 
fied on other considerations ?—I do—in the interests of the 


T am looking ° 


development of the State and because of the congestion 
that now takes place. Rolling-stock would be freed very 
much earlier than it is at present. 

901. Mr. Doe.] With regard to culverts, cattle pits, &e., 
you say the line would be covered with ballast which would 
cerve as a filter?—Yes. On the catchment area there are 
no roads or fences. It is Crown land, so there would be 
no question of cattle pits. It is proposed to cover the line 
with ballast and sand. 

902. You do not consider stone ballast would be a filtra- 
tion bed?’—With a mixture of gravel and ordinary ballast 
IT understand a filtration bed would be made. 


903. Mr. Hodgson made a statement that it will take 
three locomotives instead cf one to work the train?—We 
have information with regard to America. There are many 
instances on the lines across America of grades of 1 in 40 
cn which electric locomotives are used where cheap power 
is available, as at Port Kembla. Where such power is ayail- 
able the question of grade is not by any means serious. 
In America they use an electric locomotive, which acts as 
a push-up engine. It is found that the cost is very small, 
because the locomotive is so constructed that although 
it uses a certain amount of current in going up the grade, 
on the down-grade it “boosts” that current back, and the 
consumption is very small. 


904. The proposed line has a grade of 1 in 30?—Against 
that the bulk of the traffic will be on the ‘ up” journey, 
which would be an advantage to the Railway Commis- 
sioners. : 

965. Do you suggest that this line should be electrified? 
—If neecssary on the portion where the grade is serious. 


906. Would it be worth while to run the train by elec- 
tricity up this comparatively steep grade of 1 in 30 until it 
reaches the summit’—If it is found that the ordinary 
steam push-up engine is not economical, cheap electrical 
power could be provided from Port Kembla, and an elec- 
trical locomotive could be used on the 1 in 30 grade. 


907. You saw a letter in a newspaper by Herbert J. 
Rumsey with regard to making a connection from Tallong 
to Bomaderry?’—He wrote to us, and I understand our 
advisory committee considered it impracticable to con- 
struct a line from Tallong to Bomaderry. JI think that 
is borne out by the evidence given by the railway authori- 
ties. 


TUESDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 
Yiresent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuacyt Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla. 


Thomas Kennedy, engineer for Railway and Tramway 
surveys, Department of Railways, recalled, and further 
examined :— 


908. Chairman.| Will you give the Committee your 
opinion on the alternative proposal from Bargo?—From 
the evidence which I have seen favouring the Bargo pro- 
posal, the advocates of it seem to make very little of the 
construction of the bridge over the Nepean. That bridge 
would have to be 150 feet in height and 330 feet in length. 
It would have to be a special bridge. You cannot very 
well build bridges of that height. It would probably be 
a suspension bridge, the cost of which would be £50,000 
or more. We have no bridge like that except the suspen- 
sion bridge at Northbridge, which is about 150 feet in 
height. The bridge would have to carry a double line. It 
would have to be a main line bridge carrying the heaviest 


locomotives. Another point that seems to be lost sight of 
is that on the proposed line from Moss Vale to Unanderra 
there is no grade worse than 1 in 75 against the load. 
That is the grade on the main Southern line up to Moss 
Vale over a certain distance where the heavy traffic is, and 
it fits in with that line. That is a 1 in 75 grade compen- 
sated for curvature, which would probably be equal to a 
1 in 80 grade. Any loading going to the coast would have 
to negotiate that grade. If you went from Bargo you 
would go down to the Nepean River, and would rise again 
on a grade of 1 in 45, so it is said, for about 7 or 8 miles 
up to the Ilawarra range. That would stall all the traffic. 
The engine would only haul half the load on account of the 
grade there that it would haul to Unanderra. Another point 
is that the train from Unanderra to Moss Vale would have 
a total rise of 800 feet less than it would going from Bargo; 
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and going back from Moss Vale to Unanderra there would 
be 800 feet of elevation in favour of the Moss Vale-Unan- 
derra line over the Bargo proposal. It is a big thing to lift 
traffic 800 feet both ways. All the trains would have to 
be lifted to that extent in going from Bargo. Then there 
would be so much extra carriage. By going to Bargo you 
would be bringing goods almost to Sydney. The grades 
are very adverse. There would still be the grade of 1 in 30 
from Wollongong to the top of the range; it could not be 
escaped. Although we have a 1 in 39 grade from Unan- 
derra to Moss Vale, it is a compensating grade which 
makes it almost equal.to a 1 in 40 grade—that is, when 
we come to the curves, we flatten out so that the train 
will pull evenly. The Illawarra water supply is very nearly 
up to the range. A tunnel could not be put there, as it 
would probably drain the water supply. The water supply 
is only about 40 or 50 feet below the top of the range. It 
goes down to Wollongong and Bulli—that is the lowest 
place. I am quite certain that there is nothing in the 
Bargo route; it does not present any points favourable to 
its construction. 

909. There is a proposal to run from Tallong to Boma- 
derry; have you examined that route?—We had it ex- 
amined at Tallong. Two or three bushmen went out with 
one of our surveyors for about one and a half days. That 
proposal was abandoned; it was no good. The surveyor 
said it was impracticable. They ran along a level ridge 
for about 11 miles and then dropped down to the Shoal- 
haven, nearly a couple of thousand feet in 2 or 3 miles. 
The advocates of that proposal were not satisfied. They 
wrote stating that they wanted a fair examination made 
of their line. Consequently we sent a surveyor up and 
told him to camp on the ground and to remain there as 
long as they wanted him. He confirmed everything in the 
other report, namely, that the line was impracticable, and 
that there was no way to get down. 

910. Would it serve the same purpose as the Moss Vale- 
Port Kembla line?—No; it would not go to any port. If 
you got down you would have to follow the Shoalhaven. 
There are cliffs of 300 or 400 feet. That proposal is out 
of the question. It would go to Jervis Bay, and there is 
a better line to Jervis Bay. I explored the line to Jervis 
Bay from Fairy Hill, that is, on Canberra, and it is the 
easiest route to Jervis Bay—in fact, I think it is the only 
one; that is the route the Federal authorities surveyed. 

911. There is another proposal to go from Moss Vale 
via Fitzroy Falls, linking up with Robertson and Port 
iXembla?—Fitzroy Falls is about 7 or 8 miles to the south 
of the direct line between Moss Vale and Robertson. If 
you went round by Fitzroy Falls you would have a very 
much rougher line, and you would nearly double the dis- 
tance between Robertson and Moss Vale. Between Robert- 
son and Moss Vale we have practically a surface line; I 
do not think there is more than 7 or 8 feet of cutting on it. 
That cheapens the line, and we have good grades of 1 in 75 
compensated up to Robertson. You would nearly double 
the distance going via Fitzroy Falls, and you would serve 
only a few tourists to the Kangaroo Valley, and it is 


doubtful whether they would go up the mountain to Fitzroy 
Falls. 
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912. It would take 11 miles more construction ’—Yes. 
Trom Moss Vale to Robertson you follow the edge of the 
Wingecarribee swamp, where there is fairly level ground, 
and you would be going over the hills to get to Fitzroy 
Falls. 

913. Mr. Travers.| In the report of the Railway Com- 
missioners submitted by Mr. Hodgson it is stated: 

The Commissioners have since inspected the route of the proposed 

railway, and met various representative bodies concerned, and have 
formed the opinion conclusively that the line as surveyed is the best 
route that can be obtained. 
Do you agree with that?—Yes. I was with the Chief 
Commissioner when he went over that route. I pointed 
out to him the whole of the routes. He was quite satisfied 
after locking at the country that the proposed line was the 
best. 

914. Mr. Drummond.| Have you ever conducted a survey 
of any kind over the Bargo route?—No; we have got levels 
from the Water Conservation Department. They had 
contours and levels made of that district when they were 
forming their catchment areas and dams. We have those 
levels and from them we obtained the results which I have 
given. 


915. The Water and Sewerage Board has mapped out 
that place in detail?’—It has contours, which were run to 
gauge the capacity of the dams. 

916. You have never had an officer to conduct a flying 
survey over that area?—No. I had a look down from 
Douglas Park and in that vicinity. I saw the river at 
that end was very difficult to get to. We never considered 
it worth while to do anything with it. 

917. No attempt has ever been made to keep the general 
public off the catchment area?—A lot has been said about 
tourists going to Robertson to view the beautiful scenery. 
There is no beautiful scenery on the catchment area. It 
is nearly all swamps and dry timber—sandstone rocks, 
something like it is from Waterfall to the top of the Bulli 
Pass. J do not think people go on that area very much. 


918. The scenery is on the eastern side towards the ocean ? 
—Undoubtedly; on the south and south-east. 


919. Has the Water and Sewerage Board erected a fence 
to keep trespassers off the area?—No. A road goes round 
to Kangaloon, and there are two or three roads further on. 


920. The nature of the country is not such as to induce 
people to go that way picknicking?—Not by any means. 
There is no ocean view there. You are hemmed in by the 
Illawarra range. 

921. The basalt country would be principally towards 
Robertson ’—Yes, and to the south of it. 


922. What percentage of the country would be basaltic? 
—TI think about 4 or 5 miles in width and about 6 or 7 
miles in length; it may be more or less; it is not a very 
great area. 

923. You are quite satisfied from the cursory investiga- 
tion which has been made that there is nothing in the 
Bargo proposal?—That is so. It cannot be compared with 
the proposal before the Committee either in respect to 
grades or locality. 


WEDNESDAY, 
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Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicHart Burke, Esq. 


Wituiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Ese. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla. 


Major John James Walters, Sunbury, Warren-road, Edge- 
cliff, re-called, and further examined :— 


924. Chairman.] You desire to make some addition to 
the evidence you previously gave?—Yes. I have since gone 
into the figures regarding the coal. J find there are over 
360,000,000 tons of marketable coal on the Government 
10,000 acres. J suppose there would be another 2,000,000 
tons of coal not quite so good. 300,000,000 tons at the 
Government royalty, would yield a revenue of £7,500,000 
—that is, extending over a number of years. If the 
coal were opened up it would provide a very large 
revenue every year, which would more than pay the cost 
of the construction of the proposed railway. Evidence 
was given that there would not be much chance of any 
great population a few miles from Robertson; but in my 
opinion the whole of the mountain area near Robertson 
would become a second Blue Mountains: it would neces- 
sarily do so because it is actually as good; and the scenic 
attractions are as many. That would make the line profit* 
able, also it would lead to closer settlement. It was stated 
that there would not be much produce carried on the 
line; but if the line is constructed the southern district 
will be able to get its coal supplies 100 miles nearer than 
at present. It is better coal than the Lithgow coal. That 
would help manufacturers. There would be an immense 
haulage of coal, and fire-bricks would also go over the 
line. It would be an important national line not only in 
connection with Port Kembla, but Jervis Bay. Port 
Kembla, compared with Jervis Bay, is a very insignificant 
port. In a few years it would be crowded out completely ; 
but there would be a large amount of trade at Jervis Bay. 
Fruit and produce generally from the Southern line, in- 
stead of going to Sydney, would go to Jervis Bay; and 
in that event a large amount of revenue would come to 
the railway. Syduey is getting overcrowded, and Jervis 
Bay must necessarily become an important port, and would 
lead to the bringing about of decentralisation. The route 
I suggest would have a better grade, would be away from 
the catchment area, and would go through the Government. 
coal land. TJ find, instead of starting where the other line 
would, it should start from about Albion Park, go south- 
west towards Jamberoo, and up the mountain to Robertson. 
That line would have a grade of 1 in 50, and would save 
14 miles in the distance to Jervis Bay. 

925. How did you arrive at your estimate of 300,000,000 
tons of ecoal?—Aecording to the depth of the coal and the 
viumber of the seams. There are three seams of very good 
coak From the thickness of the coal you can estimate 
how many tons there are to an ucre. You would get about 
20,000 tons uf coal per acre. 

926. Have bores been put down to prove that the whole 
area is coal-bearing?—No, but tunnels have been made. 
The coal was proved right through many years ago by Mr. 
Wilkinson, the Government geological surveyor. There 
are outcrops, and we know that the seams exist. 

927. Could that coal be developed by any other means 
than by the construction of the railway you advocate ?— 
It could be developed by a railway to Kiama. If a company 
was formed to open up some of the coal lands. 

928. Has the company you are associated with considered 
the question of constructing a railway of its own to link 
up with the South Coats line?—Yes. The Port Kembla 
line would be of no use to our company, because it would 
take us away from where we want to go—Jervis Bay. 


929. How are you going to get your coal to Jervis Bay 
under present conditions ?—There would haye to be a line 
built there. To my mind it would be a very beneficial 
line, as it would open the port for export purposes. 

930. Mr. Travers.| Are you quite satisfied that a line 
from Albion Park, to link up with the projected line at 
Robertson, could be constructed; can you get a good grade? 
—A grade of 1 in 50—of that there is no doubt. 

931. A number of surveyors of the Railway Department 
have been over that country looking for the best line; the 
Railway Commissioners have also inspected it; and they 
state that the route before the Committee is absolutely the 
best obtainable to connect Moss Vale with Port Kembla ?@— 
Surely no one would say that a route with a 1 in 30 grade 
would be the best route. It would take more than three 
times the cost of that railway to counterbalance the damage 
to the water supply. 

932. What damage would be likely to occur to the eatch- 
ment area if the proposed line is constructed /—According 
to the evidence given, there would be contamination of the 
water on the catchment area. 

933. Have you had an estimate made of the cost of the 
line you propose from Albion Park to Robertson to get 
the 1 in 50 grade you mention as being obtainable?’—EKven 
if it cost five times the amount of the proposed line, I 
consider it would be a better national project than the 
other. 

934. Is there any difficulty in the way of having the line 
from Robertson through Jamberoo continued to Kiama 
in order to bring it still closer to Jervis Bay, as you sug- 
gest ?—It is a question whether you would have to go back 
on the line. There is a big range near Kiama which would 
require tunneling. 

935. Why did you select Albion Park as the starting 
point ?—Because it was reported there was a practical 
route with a grade of 1 in 50 obtainable from there. 

936. Apart from the grade, are there any other charac- 
teristics which could be taken into consideration if the 
line went that way?—Yes. There is a lot of magnificent 
timber along the face of the mountain where the line would 
traverse. There would be saw-mills all along there. There 
are trees there 100 feet in height and 4 feet in diameter. 

937. Mr. Mahony.] When you start at Abion Park to 
reach Jamberoo, what route do you take?—We would go 
along the Macquarie rivulet and turn towards the moun- 
tain, work up the face of the mountain for 5 or 6 miles 
till we came to the top. 

938. Where would the line connect with the coal-bearing 
land you spoke of ?—South-west of Jamberoo. 

939. Would that coal be similar to the South Coast 
coal ?—Yes. 

940. Would there be a market for that coal in the south- 
ern towns ?—Undoubtedly. It is better steaming coal than 
the Mountain coal. It is not a bad gas coal, but the coke 
is too good for the gas companies. ‘There is not as much 
gas in that coal as there is in the northern coal. 

-941. Are there any saw-mills in the district at present 2— 
There is one vu the top of the mountain near Robertson: 
and there is another mill being opened at Jamberoo. 

942. Drawing timber from that, locality ?—Yes. 

943. Mr. Burke.| What kinds of timber are there?— 
Yellow box, mahogany, sassafras, and a lot of different 
light woods; it is good marketable timber. 


| 
| 


; 
} 


61 


Witness— Major J. J. Walters, 19 September, and J, G. 8. Purvis, 21 September, 1923. 


944. Is it being cut at present?—A man started last 
week to bring timber from the mountains which will be 
eut at the mill when constructed. 

945. With all the disadvantages he is suffering from at 
present, he thinks he can make it pay ?—Yes. 

946. Your proposal is not to take the line to Jervis Bay, 
but only to bring it nearer ?—Yes. 

947. Is: the country around Jamberoo exceptionally 
good ?—It is the most fertile country one could see. 

948. Ig it better country than around Albion Park ?— 
Some of the country about Albion Park is equally as good. 
On the hills it is very fine country; the soil is very good. 

949. Is the coal land being exploited to any extent at 
present?—I am opening up a coal-mine at the head of 
the Minumurra River, from which we will soon be getting 
coal to supply the district factories. It is only a small 
mine. 

950. Is there any other mine on that coal atea rN Gt 
Hoskins’ thine is the nearest one to it. 

951. What is the daily output of your mine?—When 
opened, about 20 tons, 

952. With regard to the danger of pollution of the water 
supply on the catchment area, are you aware there are 
2,000 inhabitants on the eatchrhent area’—Thete are in- 
habitants there, I understand; but it is not desirable to 
have them. 


953. A train would take not more than thirty minutes 
to pass over the catchment area. Do you think any con- 
tamination could take place in such a short journey ’— 
Yes. It is not one train only that has to be considered; 
there will be trains passing over the line all day long. 

954. Mr. Cameron.| Do you consider this line to be a 
suitable cross-country connection?’—Yes. I think that is 
one of its chief values. 

955. You would favour Jervis Bay as a terminal port ?— 
Yes. Port Kembla in ten years’ time would not be able 
to deal with the traffic that would go there. 

956. What are the special advantages possessed by 
Jervis Bay?—It is a splendid harbour, and there is a 
very large area for the accommodation of shipping. Manu- 
facturing industries will be established there. 

957. Do you not think produce from the southern dis- 
tricts for export would go to Sydney rather than to Jervis 
Bay *#—No. 

958. Supposing the route you stiggest were not favoured, 
wetld you suggest that the lihe as strrveyed be carried 
out ¢—Decidedly. 

959. Nevertheless, you think the route via Jamberoo is 
the best ?—Yes, on account of the grade. 

960. Itave you ever done any surveying?—Yes. I was 
in the Survey Department. J consider any line would be 
better than nothing, but would prefer a line which would 
give the most benefit to the State. 
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Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony, 
Francis Micnarn Burke, Esa. 


Wituiam CAmrnon, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla. 


John George Stokce Purvis, Chief Kngineer, Department of 
Water Supply and Sewerage, re-called and further 
examined :— 


961. Chairman.) You desire to add something to the 
evidence you have already given ?—-I wish to draw atten- 
tion to the evidence given hy u witness with regard io 
the pollution of a stream. That witness stated that 
polintion practically disappears after it has traversed a 
certain number of miles. He quoted from 4 wotk on 
Public Water Supplies by Turneaure and Russell. The 
quotation from that work is correct so far as it goes; but 
the witness did not go far enough. After dealing with 
all the questions relating to the pollution of streams, 
the authors come to certain conclusions. With the 
permission of the Committee, I will read their con- 
eliisions :-+ 


That flgwing streams polluted or contaminated in any way do 
undergo a spontaneous ptirification there can be no question, The 
factors that have been considered above probably account for the 
inost of Such change, although the effect of each operative fattor 
varies in different cases owing to the change in conditions. Naturally 
no hard-and-fast tule can be given that will apply ts al! conditions, 
but the most definite conclusions than can be drawn from the data 
already at hand indicate that sedimetitation and diliition play 
the more important role in the purification of waters. Undoubtedly 
sunlight and the action of other living forms are also operative 
to some extent, btit the results already obtained lead to the belief 
that these are only of subordinate influence, especially in the case 
of streams. The important problems for the engineer are: How 
soon does this purification take place ? Can stieanis once pollitéd 
be used agaiti with safety ? From available data it seem8 evident 
that a stream once polluted with any considerable amount of sewage 
is unsafe fo usé for a water supply sd long as there is any ttace 
whatever Of pollition remaining. It is impossible to set a distance 
limit, or e¥en a tite limit of flow (althotgh this would be less 
objectionable), for such limits would vary much if each instance. 
It has been claimed in England that no stream is sufficiently purified 
by the time it reaches the sea to warrdint its ase; and it is well estab- 
lished that typhoid epidemics have been distributed for scores of 
miles down-stream. Disease bacteria can retaifi their vitality 


in water for a longer period than pollution can he recognised ; hence 
the possibility of disease is present whenever it can be shown that 
a stream is polluted with sewage material. 

That witness stated that any exereta discharged upon 
the railway line would be filtered through the ballast of 
the railway. Thatis not so. He also stated that i+ would 
not be ueeessary to purify the whole of the Sydney water 
supply. That if would only be necessary to filter the 
water coming from the reservoir that was contaminated. 
That is not so. The experience and the judgment of all 
engineers and sanitary experts on that question is that 
the purification of & water supply should take place as 
uear as possible to the locality where it is consumed. It 
would not be wise to filter the water on the watershed, 
and then liberate it to go down the streams and canals 
in the way it docs at present. Filtered water is more 
susceptible to contamination and pollution than natural 
water: There is no doubt about that. 1 would also hke 
to draw attention to the evils resulting from the pollution 
of the water supply, and to quote from a bulletin published 
by the Commonwealth Departnient of Health under the 
aithority of the Mitister of Health. That article was 
written by Colonel Longtey :— 


Dangers of Casual Polhition. 

Even if sewage and other waste are purified to a high degree 
before being discharged into a streani from which a public Water 
supply is drawn further dowt, we must recdgnisé that A removal 
of diseasé germs from the sewage and of offetisive chatacteristics 
from all the other kinds of, liquid wastes to a degree sufficiently 
éomplete to be safe from the point of view of the public health 
would be thost difficult, would be attended with uncertainty, and 
would be very expensive. Furthermore, even if we could ¢ount 
upon purification of all lare@é inflows of liqtiid wastes i this high 
degree, there would still remain the danget of castial, pollution, 
which is most difficult, if not impossible, to prevent, and yet often 
Host serious, As Many disfressitig expériétices have shown. One of 
the most striking eases of an epidemic of water-borne disease caused 
by the sudden infection of a water supply popularly supposed to be 
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of good quality was at Plymouth, Pennsylvania, in 1885. Plymouth, 
a town of 8,00) people, had a water supply derived from a stream 
which drained an almost uninhabited catchment area, and the water 
was stored in a series of four small reservoirs. An epidemie of 
typiend fever attacked the town, and caused over 1,100 cases of 
sickness and I!t deaths. It was afterwards discovered that a 
caze of typhoid fever had occurred some time earlier in one of the 
very few houses on the catchment area, and the infected bowel 
dischargea had found their way into the stream or the recservcir, 
precipitating an epidemic of explosive violence. 

Aud then he goes on to say with regard to municipal water 
supplies not stibj ected to purification :- 

If any stream isa considered sufficiently pure to afford a safe water 
supply for a municipality without purification, this purity should be 
maintained by the rigid exclusion from the stream of all sewage 
and other liquid wastes which might injuriously affect the quality of 
the water. 

This is what he says about the epidemics of water-borne 
disease :— 

The casea which might be cited to illustrate this are legion, and 
instructive details can bo found in many text-books. Among the 
best known are the epid2mic in Hamburg in 1892-93, when there 
were more than 15,000 cases of cholera and more than 800 typhoid 
cases; an epidemic in the town of Lausen, Switzerland, in the course 
of which 130 out of the 780 inhabitants of the village came down 
with typhoid; an outbreak of typhoid in Basingstoke, England, 
causing 164 cases and 13 deaths in a population of about 10,000; 

one in Gel senkirchen, Germany, of explosive violence; and many in 
cities in the United States and Canada, among which may be men- 
tioned Lawrence and Lowell, Ithica, Butler, Pittsburg, Chicago, 
Seranton, New Haven, Ottawa (Ontario), and Winnipeg. All 
of these were caused by infection from disease germs which had 
gotten into the water supply, which in many cases was not suspected 
beforshand of being dangerous to the public health. Such case 
point their own moral. Conservatism, supported perhaps by 
searcity of funds, oftentimes creates inertia, which is overcome cnly 
by the calamity of sickness and death in a community. 

The Government has endowed the Board under the Act 
with power to protect the watershed, and the Board can 
prosecute anyone found polluting the water. The Railway 
Department being another department of the State, I am 
not prepared to say that the Board would take action in 
the matter; but we do think that the additional cost of 
constructing a railway by another route should be borne 
by the Railway D partment rather than that the consumers 
in the c unty of Cumberland should be called upon to pay 
for the purificat'on of the water in order that the Railway 
Department may run their railway over the watershed. 
The cost of the purificition will be very much greater than 
the extra cost of the railway. We fail to see why the 
consumers in the metropolitan area should pay rates for the 
reduction in the cost of haulage. 

$62. In the extract you read from the Commonwealth 
health publication it is laid down that a policy of rigid 
exclusion should be pursued in the case of catchment 
areas ?’—-Yes. 

963 Has the Board in the past pursued that policy so 

ar as its powers under the Act would allow ?—As far as 
exclusion goes—-yes. The population now on the catch- 
ment area has always been there. 

964. We have been informed by other witnesses that a 
large number of tourists walk over the castern boundary of 
the catchment area; have you power to exclude or to 
punish them as trespassers ?—-We have not; otherwise we 
would have done so. 

965. So that you are unable, as far as uou know of the 
Board’s powers under the Act, to pursue that policy of 
rigid exclusion which is advecated as the best safeguard 
against possible danger ?—-No. 

"966. You have a number of men working on the Avon and 
Cordeaux Dams ?—Yes. 

967. What means are taken by the Board for the disposal 
of thet waste and excreta ?—The Board does not do that. 
The Public Works Department carries that out. he 
slop waste is treated in septic filters. The night soil pans 
are all collected, and the material is carted off the area and 
burnt. 

968. You apprehend very little danger from that 
source ?—~ Very little danger. 

969. Have you drawn the attention of the Board to the 
fact that it is necessary in the interests of the people in the 
metropolitan area that more stringent regulations should 
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be put into effect to preserve the water supply from being 
contaminated by tourists and road travellers ?— That 
comes under the medical officer. I think cases have been 
reported upon by him. 

970. Mr. Burke.| You have had no difficulty on the area 
with respect to pollution ?--We have had no difficulty, 
but we are always protesting against actions contemplatcd 
by other bodies. 

971. I mean has an eaten ever arisen where you had 
to treat the water in any way ?— Not the main supply to the 
city of Sydney; but the water supply to Wollongong is 
filtered. 

972. Does that water come from the same area ?—Yes. 

973. 
lavatory conveniences, might be used on the short journey 
of half an hour on the catehment area. Would that ke 
workable ?—I think I pointed out on the last occasion that, 
as a rule, the travelling public would not put up with the 
locking of the lavatory doors ; they will find, 1f forced, 
some means of getting rid of any bow ‘el discharge. 

971. At present from Sydney to Wolloigong, especially 
on Saturdays, no lavatory conveniences are provided ?—- 
If on the proposed line passengers were rigidly excluded 
from the use of Javatories, J daresay it would remove a 
great deal of the difficulty, but not all of the difficulty. 

975. You said on the main catchment area you had no 
trouble from the 2,000 people residing there; is the pan 
system used ?—Yes. 

976. Is the material carted away a couple of times a 
week 2—I do not think it will be carted uway; I think it, 
will be buried on cach holding. 


977. Would there not be a considerable amount of 
danger arising from that ?—It all depends to what depth 
it is buried. It is under very careful patrol. Rangers are 
continually going round those homesteads examining the 
places to see that they are kept clean and orderly, that the 
night soil is properly disposed of, and away from any 
chance of reaching a neighbouring stream. 

978. If this line were constructed I suppose there would 
not be more than two or three trains a day over it. Do 
you think any serious danger would ke incurred frem two 
or three trains running for half an hour over that line ?— 
That may be the case “at the beginning. Business may so 
increase ee it will necessitate more trains running each 
day. One would be sufficient if a typhoid carrier happened 
to discharge Me Lowels while passing over the watershed. 

979. You say that typhoid germs would be carried a 
considerable distance in a stream ¢—It is not a very con- 
siderable distance; it is very close to one of the arms of the 
stream—about a quarter of a mile. 

989. The lavatery might be used at that particular 
spot ?—Yes. 

981. That might occur once in three months ?—It is 
just that once that would cause the damage. 


982. Is there not a possibility of that damage resulting 
now from people picnicking on the area ?—There is a 
possibility. But our rangers on every holiday are patrolling 
where picnickers are likely to congregate, and see that they 
remove all their litter or that it is burnt. They are well 
supervised. That is as far as our powers will allow us 
to go. 

983. Still it is possible for a nuisance to be created 
now ?—Yes. 

984. Have you more than one ranger ?—-There are 
three. 

985. You are of opinion that if a Pullman car without 
lavatory accommodation were provided it would get over 
the difficulty to a large extend ?— A good deal of it would 
be removed if no lavatory were attached to the train 

986. Mr. Mahony.| The Board considers every means 
should be tried to prevent casual pollution ?—The Board 
objects to pollution in any form. 


987. Has the Board ever yet asked the Government for 
increased power in order to cope with the evils you have 


spoken of ?— Yes. 


It has been suggested that a Pullman car, without _ 
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988. Has the Government refused to give the increased 
power ?—IJt has not refused. I think the increased powers 
asked for are in a proposed amendment of the Act. 

989. In the proposed amendment of the Act is it intended 
to exclude people from the catchment area ?-- As far as 
possible. 

990. If the Board get the power to exclude people from 
the catchment area it will have surmounted a lot of its 
difficulties — Yes. 

991. Is Bulli Lookout and the road there on the catch- 
ment area ?—-The lookout is not. The ridge is quite 
close to the road. 

992. Would the water from that read from Bulli to Appin 
drain into the catchment area ?—It would until it crosses 
the ridge. 

993. Has the Board taken any power to deal with that 
road ?—-No. 

991. It is quite satisfied to allow traffic to go along that 
road ?—The Board would prevent it if it could. 

995. It is not prepared to allow traffic travelling at a 
fair speed to go along a railway ?—Not it it can prevent 
te * ; 

996. Mr. Travers.| Has information reached the Board 
that the number of picnic parties is on the increase ?— 
The medical officer 1s very frequently reporting on the 
evils arising in that way. The Tourist Bureau has adver- 
tised, drawing attention to the number of holiday people 
who frequent those bcauty spots. The medical officer has 
suceeeded in getting the Tourist Bureau to refrain from 
advertising the Loddon lalls. 

997. Can you say whether the nuisanec, which is almost 
inseparable from picnic parties, has been reported upon ?~- 
Yes, the medical officer has on several occasions reported 
about that. 

998. Are certain roads which go from the area looked 
upon as being detrimental to the catchment itself ?—Yes. 
they are detrimental; there is no doubt about that. 

999. It would exercise a very rigid supervision if these 
persons were living on the area ?---Yes. 

1000. Is sickness notified to the Board ?—-The ranger 
goes round every week. If he finds any sickness he reports 
it. 

1001. The Board has no power to shift them ?-—No. 

1902. How is night soil from the residences dealt with 
on the area ?—-It is buried. Slop water will pass over the 
ground. 

1093. Is the disposing of the night soil under the 
authority of the Board, or is it simply individual action ?—- 
Individual action, supervised by the ranger, who patrols 
the homesteads every weck. 

1004, Is there a common night-soil pit there ?—No, 
each one has his own. 

1005. Do you look upon that as being satisfactory on 
the catchment area ?—-So far it has been satisfactory. 

1006. There has been no epidemic or outbreak on the 
area ?—No. 

1007. You suggested it would be better to consider the 
question of having another route rather than run a line 
over the catchment area ?—Yes. 

1008. The Railway Commissioners say this is absolutely 
the best route from all points of view; what other route 
have you in mind ?—The route that Mr. Kennedy gave 
in his evidence. He pointed out it was possible to get 
down to the coast without going on to the water-shed. 

1009. With regard to the Main Southern line which 
skirts the edge of the catchment area in a way similar 
t> the line under consideration—has any recent report 
reached the Board as to whether there is any nuisance 
committed there ?—Not so far. 

1010. Would not you expect almost similar results 
from the line in question as from the line now before the 
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Committee ?—I would, only, as I pointed: out before, 
that line is a considerable distance from the stream; also 
it will be a considerable distance from any impounded 
water, even when the Lupton Reservoir is constructed. 
The proposed Jine crosses within a quarter of a mile of 
stored water. On the other side it is totally different. 
There is a long stretch from the railway to the stre m 
at present, and also from the impounded water when the 
Lupton Reservoir is constructed. 

1011. Apart from stored water, would this line affect 
any of the feeders on the catchment area ?—Oh, yes. 

1012. Is that absent from the line which now runs 
on the western side of the area ?—No, but the feeders 
are considerably longer. 

1013. Mr. Drummond.| It has been suggested that the 
line should take off near Pivwon, and go round bctween 
two of the northern water-courses across the catchment 
area and go down near Unanderra. Do you think that 
would be more objectionable from the Poard’s point of 
view than the present proposal ?—It would be objcction- 
able, but not so objectionable as the proposed line, which 
is so close to impounded water. 

1014. What is the approximate cost of filtering the 
water ?—My cstimate was £1,200,000. Mr. Kecle, who 
gave evidence subsequently, put the figure higher. 

1015. With regard to the filtration of water in other 
countries—take a comparatively small country like Eng- 
land, with a big population. Is the method of purification 
of the water carried out on similar lines as would be the 
case here ?—Identically the same. 

1016. They really maintain their water supply by adopt- 
ing filtration ?—Yes. 

1017. What is the area of the 
hundred and sixty-four square miles. 

1018. Mr. Doe.| Why is it necessary te filter the water 
for Wollongong and not for the city ?—Not from any 
fear of disease-producing bacteria. The people of Wollon- 
gong were complaining about the water being co heavily 
charged with vegetable matter, that it was unsightly as 
far as colour was concerned, and their pipes were being 
frequently choked. 

1019. What is the process by which filtration takes 
place ?—For Wollongong pressure filters. Water is under 
pressure in close-sealed cylinders filled with sand, and the 
water passes through the sand. Occasionally it is necessary 
to use chemicals where the water is at all turbid, but in 
this case it is not. 

1020. What is the cost of the filtration process at 
Wollongong ?—The filters cost about £6,000, the installa- 
tion another £4,000, making a total of approximately 
£10,000. 

1021 You say there is not nearly as much danger 
where the Great Southern railway comes on to the catch- 
ment area as there would be from a similar length of line 
on the proposed railway ?—That is so. I would like to 
qualify that. The traffic on the Southern line is very 
much greater than on this line, and to that extent there 
would be an added danger, but so far as any pollution 
reaching the stream from the railway is concerned, the 
danger would be more remote on the western side than 
on the proposed line 

1022. Would it be possible to have a filtration bed close 
to the railway on the eastern side ?—It would nct be 
impossible, but there are all the other evils. A man 
would have to reside there to attend to it. 

1023. It would be a very costly process ?—That in itself 
would not be very costly. It could be done—in fact, it 
will have to be done if this railway is built. 

1024. At certain points ?—At every valley. 

1025. The cost of that protection would fall on the 
Water Board ?—Yes, 


catchment ?—Three 


' 
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WEDNESDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicuarLt Burxe, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Doz, Esa. 
Daym Henry Drummonpn, Ese. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla. 


a 


William Hutchinson, Engineer-in-Chief for Railway and 
Tramway construction, Department of Railways, recalled 
and further examined :— 


1026. Mr. Drummond.| The-Committee is desirous of 
obtaining information in connection with the possibility 
of constructing a drain running parallel to the proposed 
line where it affects the catchment area, so that the water 
would be diverted to the eastern fall, father than back on 
to the western area?—I ean tell the Committee what we 
did in connection with the first section of the North 
Coast railway. The first section of the North Coast rail- 
way passed through half a mile of the direct catchment 
area of the reservoir, and the northern embankment of 
the railway in one place is about 20 feet away from the 
edge of the water and varies up to 200 or 300 yards dis- 
tant. It also crosses for a mile all the sources from which 
the water supply is obtained—the Hunter River. The 
Board of Water Supply at Neweastle was somewhat con- 
cerned about the preservation of the purity of the water 
in the same way as is the case in connection with the 
Sydney supply. It got a report from the medical officer 
of health of the Hunter River combined districts—Dr. 
R. Dick. He sent in a report pointing out that he 
thought there was risk of contamination from the train 
going over the immediate catchment area; but so far as 
the res of the line over the river was concerned—14 
miles away—it was away from the farms and cattle and 
everything—he thought the risk was very small and was 
not worth considering. He suggested the scheme that we 
thought of ourselves, the putting in of drains through the 
cuttings and along the embankment. The matter was 
then referred to the Hunter River District Water Board, 
and an examination was made by their engineer, one of 
my engineers, and the Health Officer, and they came to 
the conclusion that putting troughing along each side 
would be a satisfactory solution of the difficulty. I must 
say that the President of the Water Supply and Sewerage 
Board there, when he wrote in accepting this as a means 
of getting over the difficulty, put in a proviso that if it 
failed, he still looked to the Railway Department to take 
whatever steps would be necessary to get over such a 
failure. He considered it would be necessary to make the 
top of the embankments impervious to water. We put in 
fmally steel troughs on both sides of the line through 
that half-mile of territory. My own view was that it was 
not a successful way of dealing with the matter. For 
this reason, in the cuttings where there is no settlement 
or subsidence, it would be reasonable to suppose that ex- 
creta falling on the ballast would probably be taken from 
the ballast on to the formation, and as those troughs were 
below the formation, whatever filtered out along the for- 
mation would get into the troughing and get right away. 
We have some very high banks there, some are 30 feet. 
I know that no banks will stand. Banks will go down 
two or three feet, and as they go down you make them 
up with ballast until the troughing is on the original 
surface of the bank, and you will probably have a trench 
through the bank—the width of the sleepers are a little 
more than eight or nine feet—which will get considerably 
below the troughing. The excreta will get below the ballast, 
the water will take it out below the ballast, below the 
troughing if the bank is not absolutely impervious. 
1914 a complaint was made to that effect—that it was 
not as good as it ought to be. At that time I was in the 


In. 


Works Department, and the line had been taken over 
by the Commissioners for some little time. It was pointed 
out that the banks had settled, and that the bottom of the 
bank was considerably below the top of the trough. When 
it came on to me, I naturally said: ‘Well, the line has 
been handed over to the Railway Commissioners; it is a 
matter of maintenance; and the papers should be referred 
to the Commissioners.” 'The matter was referred to them. 
They replied to the Water and Sewerage Board at New- 
castle that the troughing had been accepted by them; it 
had been put in, their divisional engineer had recently 
inspected the work, and there were no signs of water 
coming out of the bank below the troughing; but that i 
the excreta did get through, in their opmion it would be 
so filtered in getting through the bank that it would do 
no harm. That really is the position to-day of that water 
supply. Take the ease now under consideration. It ts 
very different. Jt goes ten or twelve miles through the 
area. To deal with that with a scheme of that kind would 
be a waste of money, because the banks are very high. 
Some would be rock banks. Nothing you could put on 
the top of that would prevent water getting down the 
banks and getting away. The question is, will that so 


deal with the excreta from the train that when it comes 


out on the bank there will be nothing dangerous in ?t. 
I am inclined to think that would ‘be the case. A certain 


amount of stuff will remain m the bank, or in the cuttings. 


1027. Are you personally acquainted with the route ’— 
Yes, I know it fairly well. 

1028. Is the position as shown on the map that at one 
place for some distance the line crosses very close to the 
head of the Avon Dam. It occurred to me it might be pos- 
sible at that place to so eonstruct the drain, as the line 
clings closely to the side of the mountain, as to divert 
the water off down the eastern fall of the mountain ?-- 
If you look at the section of the place, you will find that 
it would be practically impossible to do that. I doubt 
whether it could be done—to take the water off the water- 
shed at all. 

1029. I take it that on any railway line you have fo 
make provision for drainage ¢—Y ‘e have to make pro- 
vision for all drainage on, the railway lime. Eh drainage 
that is above the raitway, we have to make provision #0 
take it through, that is if we cannot divert it away from 
the Hne, which can only be done im one case out of a 
thousand. 

1030. As you have to make provision for that drainage, 
the question arises whether it would be possible, if the 
line were sufficiently close to the eastern fall, to divert the 
water to the east. Having in view the serious objections 
raised by the Water Board on the score of the very great 
danger from typhoid germs?—Do I understand you are 


raising the question of the rainfall on the actual embank-— 


ment ond cutting, because that is the only drainag ge that _ 
affects it. The excreta falls between the two, rails. That, 


I take it, is what you are asking me; how to deal with 
the drainage falling through. On the area in question 
I do not see how it could be done. If there.is any danger 
1 think that troughing is useless. Again, you raise the 
point that it is really only on one particular length of the 
line on the catchment area, which is closer than any other 


point to the Avon Dam, that there appears to be any neces-_ 


sity for drainage. If the authorities would be satisfied 
with piping along the embankment—the troughing along 
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the embankment at that particular place—something may 
be done in that direction; but I think time will make it 
useless. If any other scheme should be adopted than put- 
ting the trough along that bank, I say it is not possible 
to deal with the excreta from a train at all unless you 
close the lavatories whilst the train is passing over that 
area. 

1031. Mr. Burke.] What is your opinion with regard to 
the closing of the lavatories for a distance of 12 miles ?— 
I think there would be a difficulty. If you had to close 
the lavatories there would be an additional cost in pro- 
viding extra hands. There might be some difficulty about 
it. If people were taken ill, it might lead to serious con- 
sequences. 

1032. We have been told that it is customary to provide 
Pullman cars from Sydney to Wollongong without lava- 
tory accommodation ?—If the traffic people can close the 
lavatories, that seems to me to be the one and only solu- 
tion of the difficulty. 

1033. Could portable sanitary arrangements be provided 
to get over the difficulty? —I do not think so. 

1034. Mr. Travers.| The official evidence shows that for 
a distance of about 134 miles the proposed line would run 
over the Sydney water supply catchment area. Would 
there be any heavy cuttings along there?—Yes, heavy cut- 
tings and deep banks. It is a pretty rough piece of land. 

1035. Would that be in favour of filtration’—Yes. My 
own personal view—I am not a bacteriologist—is that if 


the stuff falls into the embankment, by the time it gets 
out of it, there will not be very much deleterious matter 
if, 16, 

1086. What would be the deepest cutting on that section ? 
—It is not a question of the cutting so much as the em- 
bankment. When I say the troughing is useless, I do not 
think it is useless in a cutting. 

1037. Would the embankment be very high?—Yes. There 
would be deep gullies. 

1038. Would that to a certain extent minimise 
danger ‘—Certainly. 

1039. Does the section of the line show the highest em- 
bankment right through ’—There are high banks. I looked 
at that feature in connection with this very matter. It 
was raised before when 1 was making out my estimate. 

1040. The other water supply you spoke about is the 
present water supply at Maitland ?’—Yes. 

1041. Has sufficient notice been taken of that to ascer- 
tain whether the excreta by the time it gets through the 
embankment is in liquid form?—The papers which I had 
before me to-day show that the last correspondence took 
place in.1914, and apparently there has been nothing since 
then, so I take it everybody is satisfied. 

1042. Would there be a good deal of rock in those em- 
bankments’—No. The cuttings are not hard there. There 
is a lot of earth in them. But the banks have gone down 
a good deal. 


the 


TUESDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairnmay). 


The Hon. JoHn Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis Micuart Burke, Esq. 
WituiaAM Cameron, Esa. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla. 


Charles Henry Hoskins, ironmaster, Elizabeth Bay, 
Sydney, recalled and further examined :— 


1043. Chairman.| From the evidence it would appear 
that the success of the proposed line, if constructed, would 
depend very largely upon the establishment by your firm 
of iron and steel works at Port Kembla?—Yes, to begin 
with. 

1044. Have you had any communication with the Goy- 
ernment on the question of the provision of guarantees 
with regard to the establishment of your works in the 
event of the Government deciding to proceed with the 
construction of the proposed line?—No. Since giving evi- 
dence previously we have completed a lease with the Gov- 
ernment to connect our property with the Harbour and 
also the running of a railway between the wharf that we 
will build and our property. The first year’s rent has been 
paid by us. That is finalised as far as it can be. I think 
I mentioned before that we wanted the Government to give 
an undertaking that the railway would be constructed; but 
it could not see its way to do that; and I do not think 
myself it could do it. Only last week or the week before 
I made arrangements with the Illawarra Council to close 


up one road and obtained permission to put down pipes . 


for the water supply. We are doing everything we pos- 
sibly can to get ready for the construction of this railway. 
We will start our works as soon as the railway is com- 
menced, and by the time the railway is finished we will 
be ready to carry out our part. In my evidence I stated 
that we would undertake to pass 100,000 tons of freight 
over the line in the first year. 

1045. ‘Has the lease you referred to any relation to the 
coke producing proposition in that district?—No. The 
coke works have been running for some time and are part 
of the steel works. The coke works will supply the blast 
furnace with coke when we get going. 


+ 5301—1 


1046. Have you sold any of your land you originally 
bought in that district ?—No. 

1047. You are managing director of a limited liability 
company ’—Yes. 

1048. ‘What is the legal name of the company /—THoskins 
Tron and Steel Company, Ltd. 

1049. Is it registered as a limited liability company ?— 
Yes. 

1050. You propose, as soon as the railway under con- 
sideration is started, to proceed with the erection of the 
necessary works and equipment required for carrying out 
your big enterprise?—As soon as the formation of the 
railway is begun, we will commence to build the steel 
works. 

1051. Is there any guarantee of continuity of policy in 
the company ?—This company will not change its mind, 
because it is a private company, a family company—my- 
self, my sons and grandchildren. 

1052. There are no shareholders outside the family ’— 
Not one. 

1053. Has your Lithgow establishment reached such a 
stage that it is necessary, for the development of your 
company, to look for expansion to other places?—To do 
the large business we hope to do, a great deal of the busi- 
ness must be export to the other States. That business 
cannot be done from Lithgow. 


1054. Have you noticed that the Queensland Govern- 
ment recently considered the question of establishing State 
iron works?—Yes. Only last week very fine pipe works 
were established in Queensland by us. I notice they 
discharged their consulting engineer, Mr. Murphy, in 
connection with those works. They abandoned their steel 
works and intimated to the public that they lost £40,000. 
They have got out of it very cheap. 
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1055. Mr. Burke.| In the event of the construction of 
the proposed railway being started, there would be nothing 
of a legal nature to prevent your company stating that 
they would not go on with the works?—Common sense 
would be against it because we have secured 380 acres of 
land there. We have established coke ovens and we have 
gone on with the lease I referred to. In addition, we have 
various properties about the country from which we will 
get iron ore and limestone. Our guarantee is that we 
have already spent £200,000 there and we are most anxious 
that this railway should be constructed, because if the 
railway is not constructed we cannot establish the steel 
works. 

1056. Supposing your company later on did not think 
so favourably of the proposal and decided not to go on, 
there is nothing of a legal character that could compel it 
to go on’—No. But we have done nothing in a hasty way. 

1057. Mr. Cameron.] You say you have already spent 
about £200,000 in preliminary work. That expenditure 
would be practically useless unless followed up by the 
estabi’shment of the larger works ?—Very nearly useless. 

1058. In the construction of these preliminary works 
you have caleulated upon the railway being constructed ‘— 
We considered that it must be constructed. 

1059. Mr. Mahony.] Your industry is always dependent 
upon a protective tariff ’—Yes; but we have that now. 

1060. In the event of that protective tariff being taken 
away, you could not compete with the open markets of the 
world’—No; we could not pay double wages and produce 
at the same price as the man who only pays half. 

1061. Mr. T'ravers.] Will it be necessary, in the estab- 
lishment of these works at Port Kembla, to call in further 
capital from the shareholders of the company !—We can do 
without it; but I am seriously thinking of calling in a 
little. 

1062. Do you intend to form a separate company to deal 
with the works at Port Kembla ?—No. 

1063. You will work it in connection with the existing 
company ?—Yes. 

1064. How far have the coke works at Wongawilla been 
developed?—They are developed as far as we ean go. We 
are always developing. We are putting in at present 
Babeock and Wilcox boilers, a 200 kilowatt generator, 
and opening out the mine and completing forty more coke 
ovens; if necessary we will put in another forty. Progress 
is the order of the day. We do not know where we are 
going to stop. 

1065. How long is it since you started at Wongawilla ?—~ 
About seven cr eight years. 

1066. At that time did you have in contemplation the 
erection of iron works at Port Kembla ?’—Yes. 

1067. Was that one of the reasons why you opened at 
Wongawilla’—Yes. Another reason was that we had to 
get about 2,000 tons of coke from the South Coast; and 
by having our own coke works there we were not alto- 
gether in the hands of the coke-maker. 

1068. Will you be able to use your works at Wonga- 
willa to their full capacity if the steel works are not estab- 
Ushed at Port Kembla ?-No, 

1069. What amount of money has been spent in develop- 
ment at Wongawilla?—About £130,000 to £140,000. 

1070. You contemplate spending more capital there ?— 
Yes, every day. 


1071. How far are you from the railway at Wonga-. 


willaf—We have our own line from the main line to 
Wongawilla; that is 3 miles. 

1072. Have you given any consideration to the question 
of a guarantee to the Government in the event of this Ine 
being passed ‘—No; it has not keen thought of. 

1073. Mr. Hodgson estimates that the loss on this line 
will be about £41,000 per annum ?—TI kelieve at the start 


there will be a loss i 1 


‘e 


1074. Do you expect to get for your manufactured pro- 
ducts any markets between Moss Vale and Victoria along 
the New South Wales line?—Yes. We have had trade with 
Wagga. That could, with advantage, work up to the 
Southern line. In addition to that we have sent many 
thousands of tons of pig-iron and other stuff to Victoria. 
If there is a coal strike we send a lot if the shipping is in 
any way restricted. There is not so much sent now. 

1075. Generally what would be the nature of the trade 
along that line towards Wagga’—Various things, such as 
bars. We made corrugated sheets at Lithgow at one time. 
That was before the duty, and we had to abandon it. 
There should be a big business in corrugated sheets. 

1076. Do you expect to do much in steel rails with the 
other States as well as with this State-——Yes. 

1077. The bukk of your manufactured products, say, pig- 
iron, steel rails, or bars leave your works by water. Would 
much go to Sydney ?—A good deal would go to Sydney. It 
would give us an advantage of about 4s. a ton to send it to 
Sydney instead of sending it from Lithgow. That is a 
consideration worth while; that would very often get you 
business you otherwise would not get. 

1078. Mr. Drummond.] Mr. Travers asked you this 
question: 

May we take it that you do not intend to start your works unless 

you are sure that the proposed line will be built ? 
You answered: ‘‘ Yes”?—You may misunderstand that. 
I want to say plainly that if that line is not built we will 
not start the works. The aldermen in that district the 
other day got so enthusiastic about it that they pub- 
lished a statement in the press that we were going to build 
the steel works whether the railway was constructed or 
not. That was never said by us. If the line is not built 
we will have to wait until it is built. 

1079. May we take it that you do intend to start your 
works if the proposed line is built?-—-Certainly. We will 
start our works the same month as the railway is com- 
menced; and we wil endeavour to be finished at the same 
time as the railway is completed so that we can avail 
ourselves of the railway. . 

1080. Mr. Doe.] You were asked by Mr. Mahony about 
sending stuff over the line, and’ you said that at present 
you were sending pig-iron in large quantities by rail to 
Victoria. That would be from Lithgow. Would you have 
any advantage if you were at Port Kembla?—Port Kembla 
by rail is 50 miles nearer than Lithgow. 

1081. You would have the advantage of sending by sea 
or by rail?—Yes. 

1082. You said you had been making corrugated sheets, 
end proposed, when establishing the iron works at Port 
Kembla, to go in for making corrugated sheets again. 
Does that mean galvanised iron ?’—Yes, 


1088. That would entail a good deal of work and em- 
ployment ‘—Galvanised corrugated sheets are the greatest 
in tonnage and value of anything that comes into Aus- 
tralia in their line. Steel rails come next. 

1084. It may be assumed as certain that you will go 
in for making corrugated shtets?—I think so; but not at 
once. 

1085. Mr. Mahony.] Can you compete against imported 
eorrugated shceta?—We made thousands of tons at Lith- 
sow and there was a small loss on them. At that time 
there was only £1 a ton on that article. We had to give 
it up, a8 we lost too much. Since that time Lysaghts in 
Newcastle have been successful in getting an increased 
auty end a bonus end we can make the stuff now at a 
profit. 

1086. You are satisfied under present conditions you ean 
manufacture those sheets at a profit?—Yes; but not a big 
profit. 
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Present ,— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuarrman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esq. 


Wituiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Isa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Iisa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Moss Vale to 
Port Kembla. 


William George Armstrong, M.B., D.P.H., Director- 
General of Public Health, sworn, and examined :— 


1087. Chairman.] We have had a considerable amount of 
evidence on the question of the possible pollution of the 
Sydney water supply arising from the construction of a 
railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla. We would lke 
to have your opinion upon that aspect of the problem ?— 
The possible source of pollution from the proposed line 
appears to me to come under two heads. First: while 
the railway would be under construction there would be 
a large number of men working there who would ke re- 
siding more or less upon the area. That particular possi- 
bility of pollution could be met, as it is already being met, 
in connection with the construction of the Avon Dam and 
the Cordeaux Dam by the removal from the area of all 
material which would be likely to lead to pollution. There 
would remain the risk of pollution from passengers who 
would use the train. Practically the only danger would 
be from the excreta of passengers, which might possibly 
contain the organisms of typhoid fever. That excreta, 
which might be discharged upon the line, might give rise 
to some risk of pollution. The map, which I have placed 
before the Committee and which was prepared by Mr. De 
Burgh, of the Public Works Department, shows the posi- 
tion of the railway in relation to the catchment area very 
thoroughly. The railway runs for about 13 miles on 
the south-eastern edge of the area. The Avon storage 
runs fairly close to the railway line, particularly at one 
point. There is a possibility of excreta discharged upon 
the railway line being carried, particularly when there is 
a heavy rainfall, into the upper portion of the storage. 
The length of the storage in the Avon Dam is the greatest 
of any of the dams in the catchment area. It is practically 
10 miles from the upper extremities down to the dam. The 
sedimentation would be going on in the dam the whole 
period, during which the water from the head was running 
towards the lower end. It would take a good many daye— 
how many days would depend upon the quantity of the 
rainfall and the condition of the dam. Sedimentation is 
one of the best-known methods of purifying water. One 
of the greatest living authorities—certainly the greatest 
living authority in England to-day on this question—Sir 
Alex. Houston, has made the statement that storage for 
three weeks is quite sufficient to get rid of any unculti- 
vated typhoid organisms—that is, typhoid organisms which 
come directly from the human body; that after a period 
of three weeks the water ceases to be infectious. That pre- 
supposes also that the water will stay in the dam for a 
period of three weeks. Personally I do not think the dan- 
ger of contamination from the train is very great; I think it 
is very slight; but I cannot rid my mind of the feeling that 
there is a possibility of danger in certain circumstances. 
After reading the evidence of the officers of the Water and 
Sewerage Poard, particularly that of the Medical officer, 
Dr. Stokes, I cannot get away from the fecling that I agree 
with him. He takes up the attitude that the Waier and 
Sewerage Board's duty is to keep the water supply of this 
immense metropolis as pure ag it can be kept and that it 
should resist Ly every means in its power any alteration 
of the exist'ng cirermstances which would or might, even 
in the slightest degree, mean the running of any risk of 
contaminating the water. It is fair to voint out that the 
railway is ty no means the only possibility of contamina- 
{ion on the southern portion of the crea. I am pretty 


well acquainted with the catchment area; I have known it 
for the last twenty-six or twenty-seven years. I am par- 
ticularly acquainted with the southern portion of the 
catchment area. On that portion of the area there is 
a fair amount of settlement. There are about 200 farms 
there, of which very nearly 100 are dairy farms. One 
cannet get away from the feeling that where there are 
farms—dairy farms in particular, with piggeries—however 
careful may be the inspection there are opportunities for 
pollution. If I were an officer of the Water and Sewerage 
Board, I should like, as I have no doubt the officers of the 
Board would lke, to see that settlement removed. That 
condition was in existence before the Water and Sewerage 
Board had control of the area, and they could not stop it. 
Nearly all the drainage from Kangaloon, and the southern 
portion of the catchment area, finds its way into the Lod- 
don River and eventually into the Nepean. Where the 
Nepean leaves the catchment area, there is a tunnel and 
penstock, valves, and so on. After heavy rainfall, when 
the surface of the ground has been scoured and a large 
amount of water is running down the Nepean, it is turned 
from the canal; it does not go into the Sydney water sup- 
ply; they let it run away while the waters are fresh. I 
think that is a very good precaution to take, because, not 
only does it get rid of sticks and rubbish of that kind, 
that would be caried down, but to a great degree it gets 
rid of the pollution which might be carried by the first 
rush of water into the Nepean. With regard to the passage 
of the train it seems to me that it is not beyond the bounds 
of feasibility that arrangements should be made to prevent 
the deposit of nightsoil on the area altogether. I think 
it would be a simple matter to close the hoppers of the 
conveniences in the carriages so that they should not dis- 
charge during the short time it would take to run from 
Robertson to the other end of the area. J understand it 
is not intended to construct any railway stations on the 
area. Therefore, if some satisfactory and etficient arrange- 
ments of that sort were adopted, it ought to do away with 
any risk. If it were not possible, I think it is worth very 
serious consideration of all the circumstances as to whe- 
ther the l'ne should be constructed inside the catchment 
area. 

1088. Is not the existing line of railway on the western 
side inside the catchment area?—Yes; it runs for about 
6 or 8 miles inside the boundary. As a matter of fact, 
that portion is not controlled by the same conditions as 
those to which I have referred, inasmuch as it drains into 
the Nepean, and therefore the first flush of water can al- 
ways be got rid of so as to prevent it running into the 
Sydney catchment area. 

1089. Could that be done if the Lupton dam were con- 
tructed, and, at the time of a heavy fall of rain, not filled? 
—I doubt it. 


1090. Mr. Doe.|] Are they not burying people in the Kan- 
galoon district ?—Yes; but the burials are few in number. 
T do not think there is any risk from that. That is merely 
a sentimental objection. The risk is really from the de- 
posit of excreta on the surface being carried into the water, 
perhaps in a solid lump. A rush of surface water might 
carry a mass of excreta which might not be broken up en- 
tirely and it might traverse the storage in a solid lump and 
the organisms be retained inside until it reached the dis- 
tribution storage. That, however, does not scem to be 


Likely. 
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1091. In the event of the excreta being broken up, would 
the organisms be likely to perish ?@—Practically certain. I 
would feel inclined to say there is no danger; but there 
might be a possible danger. 

1092. That danger would be entirely removed if the re- 
ceptacles for excreta on the trains were absolutely closed 
until such time as the train got outside the limit of the 
area /—Unquestionably. 


1098. The remedy then would be to prevent the excreta 
being carried into the area while the train was travelling 
for about half an hour over that portion of the area ?—That 
is the crux of the whole matter. 


1094. Conveniences such as pans would also have to be 
provided for fettlers, which would have to be taken off the 
area?’—That would be a necessary precaution also. 

1095. Possibly the danger would be as great from fet- 
tlers as from passengers on trains?—Yes, because they 
would be always there, but that danger can be easily 
minimised. pilie| 

1096. Mr. Travers.] Mr. Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for 
Railway Construction, referring to that portion of the 
country over which the proposed line would pass, stated 
that it was particularly rough, with very deep gorges which 
would necessitate an extremely high embankment in the 
construction of the line. Did you pay attention to that 
in forming your opinion? Would not a great deal of 
natural filtration take place there‘—I do not think one 
could rely for filtration upon the ordinary ballast on a 
line; it would require a sand filter. 


1097. Generally, do you think the construction of the 
line would add to any appreciable extent to the danger of 
pollution that already exists on the catchment area?—l 
think it might. I would not like to say it would not add 
to the risk. I do not think the Water and Sewerage Board 
would be justified in accepting an addition, however small, 
to the risk without objecting to it. 


1098. This line has been put before the Committee as the 
only practicable line between Moss Vale and Port Kembla: 
Do you think the danger of pollution of the water supply 
is sufficient, on that ground alone, to warrant anybody in 
coming to the conclusion that that should override every- 
thing else?—I think that would depend very much upon 
the necessity for the line. 

1099. Do you think the risk on the side we are now con- 
sidering is very much greater than it is on the western 
side?—I do not know that it is. I should have been inclined, 
on the same grounds, to hesitate about advising the con- 
struction of the line where it is on the western side. I 
think precautions could be taken to prevent such risk. I 
think that is the least that should be done. J mean taking 
the precautions to which I have already drawn attention. 
Another possible precaution—which would add to the 
expense, and I do not know that it would be so effective— 
would be the construction of sand filters in each gully. 

1100. Has that been tried elsewhere with good results? 
—TI cannot say. I know of one place in New South Wales 
where the railway line runs not only over a catchment area, 
but over the actual storage—that is the Newcastle water 
supply. They have an iron channel arranged to catch the 
discharge from the carriages to convey it from the storage. 

1101. Mr. Burke.] You consider the risk is not great; 
that there is a possibility of further risk if the proposed 
line were constructed ?—Yes, and that the Water Board is 
perfectly justified in raising a protest, no matter how small 
may be the possibility of additional risk ?—I think so. 

1102. In your independent position, would that small 
possibility of risk prevent your deciding upon the con- 
struction of the line, if such a question were submitted 
for your determination ?—I would endeavour to seek some 
way of getting rid of the risk such as I have already sug- 
gested. 

1103. If you could not get rid of the risk, would you say 
that the line should not be built?—I do not know. ‘It 
would depend entirely upon the need for the line. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


Proposed Railway—Moss Vale to Port Kewbla. 


APPENDIX B. 


PROPOSED RAILWAY: Moss VALE to Port KEMBLA. 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to inform you that the members of this 
Committee are desirous of obtaining information from an 
officer of your Department as to the feasibility and cost of 
using an electric push-up engine on the 1 in 30 grades on the 
proposed railway from Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 

= am enclosing the evidence of Mr. Burrows, Chief En- 
gineer, Harbours and Rivers, and of Mr. Lee, Secretary, 
Electrolytic Works, Port Kembla, in which reference is made 
to this matter, and would draw your attention to questions 
$14, $15, and 903. 

The Committee will feel obliged if this information is sup- 
plied at an early date. 


Yours faithfully, 
A. BLENKIN, Secretary. 
W. J. Morris, Esq., 
Secretary for Railways, Sydney. 


New South Wales Government Railways and Tramways, 
Office of the Commissioners, 
Bridge and Phillip Streets, Sydney. 
18th October, 1923. 


Proposed Railway: Moss Vale to Port Kembla. 
Dear Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo, asking 
for a report as to the feasibility and cost of using an electric 
push-up engine on the 1-30 grades on the proposed railway 
from Moss Vale to Port Kembla, I am directed to inform you 
that the matter has been jointly considered by the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer and the Chief Electrical Engineer from 


two aspects: (1) In which an electric push-up locomotive is 
provided between Port Kembla and the top of the 1 in 30 
grade at mileage 67 (i.e., 11 miles from the junction with the 
South Coast line) ; and (2) the provision of an electric rail- 
way for the whole distance between Port Kembla and Moss 
Vale. The estimates provide for the cheapest class of over- 
head trolley wire construction consistent with efficient and 
economical working, and for automatic substations for 
supplying power at various points en route, the power being 
obtained from the Port Kembla power station. The loco- 
motives covered in the estimate would be capable of carry- 
ing the heaviest goods traffic at a speed of 15 miles per 
heur up the ruling grade, and would also be of service for 
operating a passenger service, if required, at a speed 
approximating 25 miles per hour, which is thought will be 
sufficient on a line of this character. The estimated cost of 
the whole of the electrical construction, including three 
locomotives, under scheme (1) is £104,000; and under 
scheme (2) with the same number of locomotives, £226,000. 

In view of the above estimates, and the class of traflic 
that the maximum goods service be handled on the Up grade, 
for the Port Kembla power-plant to be increased, the start- 
ing load conditions of the locomotives on the grade amount- 
ing to approximately 2,000 k.w. to 2,500 k.w., and the exist- 
ing units at Port Kembla power station woud be adversely 
affected by such conditions. 

In view of the above estimates, and the class of traftic 
anticipated, it is apparent that the commercial features of 
the proposal render the electrification of the line impracti- 
cable, 

Yours faithfully, 


W. J. MORRIS, Secretary. 
A, BLENKIN, Esq., 
Secretary, 
Parliament House, Sydney. 


Sydney: alfred James Kent, Government Printer—19238, 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTNE ON PUBLIC WORKS: 


PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM TENTERFIELD 10 CASINO. 


REPORT. 


THe Par,iaAMENTARY Sranpina ComMITTEH ON PuBric Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the present Parliainent, under the Public Works Act 
of 1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13 George V, No. 4), to whom 
was referred for consideration and report “ the expediency of constructing a line 
of railway from Tenterfield to Casino,” have, after due inquiry, resolved that it 

is not expedient the proposed work be carried out; and, in accordance with sub- 
section (d) of clause 34 ef the Public Works Act of 1912, report their resolution 
to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 

1, The official evidence submitted at the opening of the inquiry shows that the 
proposal to construct a railway fron, Tenterfield to Casino was investigated by the 
Cominittee in 1903. A line 84 miles in length with 1 in 50 grades and 12 chains 
curves, as then submitted, was estimated to cost £1,094,870, and the Railway 
Commissioners reported there would be an estimated annual loss of £41,047. 

The proposal was rejected by that Committee on the grounds that the railway 
would not pay working expenses in view of the traffic prospects as officially estimated; 
that for about 30 iniles along the route the country was conspicuous for its poorness; 
that a large proportion of the land along the remainder of the route was as much 
withir the traffic area of the Great Northern line and the Lismore to Grafton line as 
it was within that of the proposed railway; and that Tenterfield did not appear to be 
the most suitable point for connecting the New England tableland with the coast. 


On the general question of railway connection between the coast and the New 
England tableland, the Committee considered that the route which offered the most 
advantages in the way of land suitable for settlement and production was that from 
Guyra to South Grafton via Coffs Harbour or to South Grafton direct. 

With a view to reducing the cost, in 1907, a survey was made with 1 in 25 grades 
and 5 chain curves, reducing the estimate to £681,710. On this basis the annual loss 


was estimated at £27,508. The Chief Conimissioner’s statutory report, dated 30th 
November, 1908, was unfavourable. 


In September, 1912, the Minister (the Hon. A. Griffith) informed a deputation 
from the various municipalities of the district, that. although opposed to constructing 
a railway through barren country to Tenterfield, he would submit a proposal for a 
line from Casino to Tabulam to the Committee that session. 


In connection with this proposal a deviation via Doubtful Creek was suggested, 
but, after examination of the route, the deviation could not be reconimended. 


The Chief Railway Commissioner, in his statutory report, dated 31st July, 
1913, on the Casino-Tabulam proposal, gave the estimated cost of construction at 
£390,051, and the estimated annual loss on the line at £13,776. The Commissioner 
considered that, owing to the heavy cost of construction, it was premature to 
recommend the carrying out of the work at that time. | Notice 
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Notice was given in Parliament for reference to the Committee, but subsequently 
(March, 1914) Cabinet decided that no new references were to be submitted. 
Consequently no further action was then taken with regard to the Casino-Tabulam 
proposal. 


In September, 1922, a deputation from various public bodies—localities from 
Casino to Inverell being represented--waited on the Minister to urge the construction 
of a line from Tenterfield to Casino. It was maintained by the deputation that the 
Works Committee, in turning down the proposal in 1903, did not consider the matter 
onits merits. The increase of population in twenty years had been from 50,000 to 80,000, 
with consequent closer settlement. The construction of the line would mean that the 
country would be opened up and facilities provided to transfer stock from inland to the 
coast and vice versa during periods of drought. The line would pass through large areas 
of rich agricultural country, and where grazing is carried on now dairying and mixed farm- 
ing could be established. In the Tabulam district there were some 300,000 acres suitable 
for closer settlement. On Dyraaba Soldiers’ Settlement were 128 settlers with products 
to get to market over almost impassable roads. The proposed railway would open 
up large areas of valuable timber country, and would also make available rich mineral 
resources of the district, including coal. The revenue earned by various motor-carrying 
companies would naturally revert to the railway. In this regard 30,000 people were 
said to pay 30s. each annually travelling from Tenterfield to Tabulam. The 
projected hydro-electric works on the Clarence River would advance things in the 
district in the direction of establishing manufactories for primary products. Intense 
cultivation was possible in certain areas traversed by the proposed line. A very 
considerable area of Crown lands would benefit by construction of the Jine in direction 
of enhanced value. The probability of raising a local loan was mentioned. 


The Minister, in reply, said that after hearing the deputation he was satisfied 
the conditions were so altered since the previous inquiry that they had a very good 
case with regard to the construction of the line. He would carry out the promise he 
had already made to refer the matter to the Public Works Committee for investigation 
and report. 


The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 22nd 
November, 1922. 


THE PROPOSED LINE. 


2. The proposed railway commences at 382 miles 38 chains 50 links from New- 
castle, and about 1 mile north of Tenterfield Station, and proceeding in a north-easterly 
direction for the first 26 miles crosses Tenterfield Creek and surmounts the watershed 
between that creek and Cataract River, crosses that river, and follows its right or south- 
eastern bank for about 12 miles. Thence the line bends sharply to the eust; Crooked 
Creek is ascended; Girard Creek crossed; and a descent made from the range forming 
the boundary between the counties of Fuller and Drake. The village of Drake is passed 
closely on its northern side. Plumbago Creek is crossed, and thence the line proceeds 
north-easterly along the watershed between that Creek and Rocky River, and again 
crosses the former about 2 miles, beyond which the line takes an easterly course, crosses 
the Clarence River about 40 chains a mile north of its confluence with Tabulam Rivulet 
at the village of Tabulam, and ascends the right bank of that rivulet for about 4 miles. 
Thence a generally north-easterly bearing carries the line across the watershed between 
that rivulet and Black’s Camp Creek, the latter of which it ascends to the crossing of 
the Richmond Range. 


In descending the range the line for about 40 chains takes « spiral form, after 
which a branch of Deep Creek is followed downward on its northern bank; the northern 
valley of Shannon Brook is traversed easterly for about 9 miles, and the northern end 
of Hogarth Range is crossed, and the continuation of the easterly direction for about 
8 miles takes the line to Casino on the southern side of the Richniond River, where it 
junctions with the existing line from Grafton at 467 miles 67 chains from Newcastle 
and 65 miles 55} chains from Grafton. 


The works are heavy, with a ruling grade of 1 in 25 in both directions; the 
sharpest curve 1s 5 chains radius. | 


ESTIMATED 


Vil 
ESTIMATED COST. 


3. Two estimates have been obtained of a single line 86 miles 54 chains in length, 
one with a ruling grade of 1 in 25 and 5 chain curves; the other of a line with a ru ing 
grade of 1 in 50 and 10 chain curve—in each instance with a single track, 60-lb. rails, 
and stone ballasted. ie 


The estimates submitted are: £1,382,365 (ruling grade 1 in 25); £2,488,788 
(ruling grade 1 in 50). 


In connection with the former, the principal items of cost are: Earthworks, 
£425,137; minor bridges and culverts, £193,078; rails, £107,451; ballast, £73,199; 
sleepers, £63,279; station works, £47,462; engineering and contingencies at 18 per 
cent., £210,136; steel bridges, £80,705; level crossings, £29,280; tunnels, £21,998 ; 
station buildings, £14,062; and water supplies, £12,000. 


With a grade of 1 in 50, the principal items of cost include: Earthworks, — 


£1,183,164; minor bridges and culverts, £114,708: rails, £98,088; ballasting, £83,325; 
sleepers, £64,484; station works, £518,879; engineering and contingencies at 18 per 
cent., £379,645; steel bridges, £131,967; level crossings, £34,120; tunnels, £239,164; 
station buildings, £23,603; and water supplies, £17,000. 


Tt will be noted from the official statement placed before the Committee at the 
opening of their inquiry, the estimate of cost is fixed at £1,799,469 for a line 85 miles 282 
chains in length with a grade of 1 in 25, and curves of 5 chains radius over a length 
of 50 miles between Tenterfield and Tabulam, and for the remainder of the distance, 
35 miles, with a ruling grade of 1 in 50, and curves of 10 chains radius. In the later 
estimate referred to above, the curves have been extended, which, together with the 
basic wage reduction from 15s. 9d. to 14s. 5d. per day accounts for the difference in 
cost. . 


In connection with railway construction with a I in 25 grade, and 5 chain curves, 
it would be necessary to provide special locomotives and bogie trucks. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


4. The statutory report of the Railway Commissioners states that the last statutory 
report on this proposal was made on 30th November, 1908, when the estimated cost 
of construction was set down at £681,710, upon which the interest charge was calculated 
at 3} per cent., amounting to £23,860 per annum. ‘The revised estimate increases the 
cost to £1,779,469, and the interest on this sum must now he debited at 5} per cent., 
which would make the annual charge £97,871. It will thus be seen that the difference 
in the charge for interest: alone amounts to £74,011 per annum. 


It is pointed out that when the estimate was made in 1908, the minimum wage 
was about 7s. per day, and that rails and other materials were obtainable at bedrock 
prices, which accounts for the large difference between the two estimates. 


The present estimate of cost provides, as was formerly the case, for a ruling grade 
of 1 in 25, and curves of 5 chains radius over a length of 50 miles between Tenterfield 
and Tabulam, and for the remainder of the distance between Tabulam and Casino, 
35 miles, the ruling grade is 1 in 50, and curves of 10 chains radius. It need hardly be 
stated that the construction of a line of this character would not be in keeping with 
modern practice, and that the cost of working would be very expensive, necessitating a 
special type of engine to operate the line. On the other hand, if more favourable srades 
and curves were adopted, the estimated cost would be largely increased. 


No estimate of working costs or revenue has been submitted beyond the official 
statement that 1t would seem to be inevitable that the revenue will fall considerably 
short of meeting the working expenses, apart from the heavy burden of an annual 
interest charge of £97,870 on the capital expenditure, exclusive of the cost of special 
rolling-stock. , 


(The interest charge is based on an estimated cost of a line witha grade of 1 in 25 
—-£1,779,469-—-which has since been reduced to £1,382,365. ) 
From 


037 


238 


From a national standpoint, this proposal has been regarded as an alternative 
one for connecting the tableland with the coast for direct shipment, and in this respect 
it has had consideration in association with the proposals from Glen Innes to Grafton 
and Guyra to Coff’s Harbour; but, as the Government has not yet determined whether 
a deep-sea port is to be established and at what point on the coast, there is nothing new 
to advise in regard to this particular aspect of the matter. 


From the standpoint of local or intermediate requirements, however, the circum- 
stances have somewhat changed since the last investigation was made. In the first 
place, the mining industry at Drake has practically ceased to exist: in the second place, 
the disabilities previously suffered by having to travel fat cattle from the coast to the 
tableland for trucking to markets have disappeared owing to the fact that the cattle 
stations have been or are being subdivided into small holdings for dairying purposes; 
and in the third place, the North Coast Railway from Maitland to South Grafton has 
been completed, with the exception of a short break between Macksville and Urunga, 
which it is expected will be opened for traffic in a few months. By this route 
Casino and Lismore will have the advantage of a rail connection which previously did 
not exist, and a faster train service than that v/a Tenterfield will eventually be provided. 


While these phases are distinctly adverse to the present proposal, it should also 
be emphasised that the land to be served between Tenterfield and Tabulam (50 miles) 
is, with few exceptions, practically unoecupied, and likely te remain so on account of its 
unsuitability for settlement; but, from Tabulam to Casino (35 miles) the area 1s capable 
of close settlement and production, and with further developinent will, no doubt, become 
a useful feeder to the North Coast Line, in which direction the trend of traffic will be. 


THE AREA TO BE SERVED. 
GENERAL DeSCRIPTION. 


5. For a few iniles east of Tenterfield the country within the influence of the 
existing line is open and undulating, and suitable for agriculture, grazing, and the growth 
of fruit, and is well occupied. Beyond the zone of railway influence, however, the 
configuration changes and the country generally is hilly, mountainous, and heavily 
timbered, and contains pockets which, when cleared, would be suitable for cattle raising. 
This class of country prevails as far as Sandy Hills, where an alluvial flat, linuted in 
extent, is succeeded by mountainous, thickly timbered areas. At 33 miles from 
Tenterfield is the township of Drake, around which some years ago there was considerable 
mining development. Tor reasons explained in other portions of the report the mines 
have been closed, and under present conditions there is little probability of their 
re-opening. 

In the neighbourhood of Drake the country is rough and poor, although a few 
miles further east it opens out into good grazing land until the fall of the Upper 
Clarence, approximately 45 miles from Tenterfield, is reached. Approaching Tabulam 
and nearing the Clarence River there is excellent grazing land. In parts the country 
has been cleared and is carrying stock, whilst the river flats are being utilised for 
the growth of lucerne, maize, Ke. 


Further east is the well settled district of Mallanganee where agricultural and 
dairying pursuits are followed, and large quantities of hard and softwoods are drawn 
to the local mill for treatment. Crossing the Richmond Range, a few miles beyond 
Mallanganee township, the scrub is exceptionally dense. and the country rough and 
mountainous. In the neighbourhood of the soldiers’ settlement at Dyraaba, a few 
niles west of Casino, open country suitable for dairying prevails and continues as far 
as Casino, and the alluvial flat country of the Upper Richmond. 

Deseribing the country for a distance of 20 mules east of Tenterfield, and 
within an area of 12 miles on either side of the proposed line, the District Surveyor, 
Armidale Land Board, states that out of 345,000 acres, 264,000 acres are alienated 
or leased; of the latter 1,800 acres would be suitable for agriculture, 225,000 for 
grazing, and 26,000 for inferior grazing. 

Practically none of the Crown lands are suitable for agriculture, 8,000 acres 
would be suitable for grazing at an expense of about £1 per acre, and the remaining 
30,000 acres are too steep, scrubby, and heavily timbered for any practical use. 


There 
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There are 25,000 acres of State forests containing stringybark, blackbutt, gum 
and other timbers suitable for commercial purposes. There is also a smal! percentage 
of softwoods therein. About 18,000 acres are reserved for State forests, from which 
no settlement areas are obtainable, as they fulfil functions necessary in the public 
interests. 


Contrasting the area with a similar area from Guyra towards Dorrigo, the District 
Surveyor stresses the opinion that, from the point of view of settlement and production 
the advantages are in favour of the latter. 

Regarding the country which would be served by the construction of the portion 
of the proposed line between Drake and Casino, the District Surveyor, Grafton Land 
Board, estimates the alienated and leased lands suitable for dairying at 270,000 acres. 
The latter includes all the land suitable for agriculture, roughly estimated at 30,000 acres, 
or approximately one-tenth of the total. This country comprises the rich alluvial flats 
along the banks of the Clarence River, and numerous creeks throughout the affected 
area. ‘The flats referred to are described as suitable for growing maize, potatoes, and 
various kinds of fodder crops, parts being also suitable for lucerne. 


In addition to the flats, there is a fair proportion of hilly country of volcanic 
formation adapted to the growth of fodder crops for dairy stock. A large proportion 
of the alienated and leased lands is now used for dairying, but the country generally 
is only partly improved, and is capable of much further development. The average 
carrying capacity of these lands when improved, is estimated at about one beast to 
4 or 5 acres, or, say, 50,000 head of cattle. The country is generally well watered by 
creeks and springs. 


Alienated and leased lands suitable for grazing only comprise a total of 157,000 
acres. This area consists generally of rough, mountainous country, chiefly of sandstone 
and ironstone formation, with some granite, felsite and slate, poor soil, thickly timbered, 
and capable of being improved to carry an average of one beast to about 15 acres. 


Crown lands temporarily reserved and held under occupation license comprise 
10,000 acres of inferior country, suitable for grazing only, and generally of similar 
character to the alienated and leased lands. 


Dedicated State Forests cover an area of 60,000 acres, and one forest reserve 
of about 3,000 acres embraces parts of the Richmond and Tooloom Ranges, and contains 
a heavy growth of valuable timber. A large proportion is covered with dense ‘* brush,” 
containing pine and other marketable softwoods. The hardwoods include ironbark, 
tallow-wood, blackbutt, messmate, grey, red, flooded and spotted gums, turpentine, 
red mahogany, bloodwood, brush box, and stringybark. The land is chiefly of volcanic 
formation and good soil. Parts consist of slate, sandstone, and ironstone formations, 
with fair to poor soil. The country is generally very steep and broken and, being thickly 
timbered, only a very small proportion can be used for grazing in its present state, and 
it cannot be improved without destroying the standing timber, and regrowth. The 
parts considered suitable for settlement (which, however, are also valuable for forestry 


purposes) have an aggregate area of about 23,000 acres. The more inferior parts contain 
about 40,000 acres. 


Other reserves, of a more or less permanent character, have a total area of 12,000 


acres. These chiefly comprise travelling stock and camping reserves under the control 
of the Pastures Protection Board. 


Lanps INFORMATION, 


__ . Within a 12-mile zone of the proposed line, the land is officially estimated to 
include the following :— . 


acres. 


Alienated lands... eg? ee ».» 445,100 
‘Reserved lands . ... ape re em 110.200 
Leased lands... om nh e: ... 190,900 
Crown lands ox ane re ... 59,100 

otal + eis ».- 805,300 


UOntenanted 
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Untenanted Crown Lands. 


The total amount of untenanted Crown lands is 28,100 acres, part of which, 
13,600 acres, was, from time to time, set apart, under the provisions of the Crown Lands 
Consolidation Act, 1913, between November, 1908, and November, 1922, for various 
forms of tenure. The capital value of these lands, exclusive cf those set apart for Crown 
leases, varies from 11s. 8d. to 40s. per acre. 

Out of the total area of Crown lands available for settlement within the limits 
referred to, about 4,100 acres have been lately applied for as additional holdings, home- 
stead farms, and additional Crown lease. 


The country is undulating to hilly and steep; rocky, mountainous ridges; basalt, 
granite, trap, slate and ironstone formation. The soil is sandy, stony and gravelly, 
partly red; and the timber consists of spotted and red gum, stringybark, tallow-wood, 
bloodwood, turpentine, brush box, forest oak, mahogany, grey gum, grey box, iron- 
bark, apple, beech, teak, silky oak, corkwood, rosewood, and red cedar. 


There are no inconvertible leases within the limits of the area influenced by the 
proposed railway. 

In addition to the 28,100 acres of untenanted Crown lands above-mentioned. 
there are 110,200 acres of reserved lands not held under any tenure, other than annual 
tenure, and 31,000 acres of Crown lands held under occupation license, making a total 
of about 169,300 acres of unalienated Crown lands. 


Closer Settlement Purchase Areas. 


The area affected by the proposal contains six closer settlement purchase areas 
and part (19,000 acres) of Dyraaba Soldiers Group Settlement Area, within its limits. 
The total acreage of these areas is 22,200 acres. All the above areas were acquired 
by the Government under the provisions of the Closer Settlement Acts. 


With regard to Dyraaba Soldiers’ Group Settlement Area, there are still twenty- 
four, and part of two farms, within the limits of the affected area unallotted, eight of 
which have been applied for and occupied, but not yet confirmed, three are reserved, 
and the remainder are unoccupied. 


STATISTICAL. 


Statistics taken within an area of 12 miles on either side of the proposed line, 
and omitting a radius of 12 miles east and west of Tenterfield and Casino respectively, 
show that in 1919-20 there were 213 holdings, covering an alienated area of 167,023 and 
295,413 acres of Crown lands. Of this area 933 acres were under cultivation and 1,070 
acres under sown grasses. The holdings increased in number in 1921-22 to 339, with 
an occupied alienated area of 207, 850, and 293,083 acres of Crown lands. The cultivated 
area had increased to 1,020 and the sown grasses to 15,084 acres. 

Of the cultivated area, 761 acres were under maize in 1919-20, and returned 
23,094 bushels, whilst in 1921-22 the acreage was 698 acres, and the yield 16,378 bushels. 

The dairying production fell from 7,308 Ib. of butter in 1920 to 5,159 Ib. in 1922. 
As will be seen from the following figures, there was a large increase in the butter 
output of the Tabulam and Casino factories :— 


lb. 

1920 161,675 

Tabulam i. = 1987 76,869 
{98 309,435 

1920 1,905,022 

Casino ... ... 4 2921 2,644,996 
1922 2,746,931 


In the same period the milch cows increased in number in the whole of the area 
to Le served from 1,778 to 2,175; all other cattle from 50,000 to 53,828; horses from 
2,729 to 3,086; and swine from 1,747 to 1,961. 

RAINFALL, 


xi 


RAINFALL. 


The average annual rainfall varies from 324 inches at Tenterfield to 43} inches 
at Casino. 


THE INQUIRY AND EVIDENCE. 


6. The Committee’s inquiry has included, as far as was practicable, an inspection 
of the area to be served, and the hearing of evidence in Sydney and the various centres 
affected by the construction of the proposed line, the latter including Tenterfield, Drake, 
Tabulam, Mallanganee, Casino, Murwillumbah, Byron Bay, Lismore, and Grafton. 
Evidence has also been heard from settlers in the Bonalbo District, and an inspection 
of country in that area has been made. 


In dealing with the proposal, the Committee have had in view the question of 
the most suitable connection with.the coast, the possibilities of settlement and local 
production, and of an interchange of products, not only with the country to the west 
and north-west, but also with the centres extending from the Clarence to the Richmond 
Rivers. 

TENTERFIELD. 


According to the evidence timber is likely to prove an important factor in the 
traffic oa a line between Tenterfield and Casino. North and south of the route are 
extensive areas of pine and hardwood, including patches of ironbark, &c. Dealing 
with this timber are five mills with an estimated output of eight million feet super. per 
annum, the carriage of which costs at the rate of 5s. per 100 feet super. at Tenterfield, 
whense it is despatched to Werris Creek and towns in the New England district. 
Most of this timber is forwarded to Sydney and Newcastle, part by the Great 
Northern line; but the greater portion by boat from Casino, Lismore, and Byron Bay. 
Much of the pine is carried from some miles east of Tabulam, in the neighbourhood 
of which are reserves of ironbark, tallow-wood, &c. Large areas of hardwood within 
a few miles of the proposed line have not yet been exploited on account of the 
difficulty and cost of road carriage. It is officially estimated that within the area to be 
served are 80,000 acres of forest reserves containing spotted and red gum, stringybark, 
tallow-wood, forest oak, mahogany, grey gum, ironbark, beech, teak, corkwood, 
rosewood, &e. 

Although portions of the country a few miles east of Tenterfield are hilly and 
somewhat mountainous, there is no doubt of their adaptibility to raising and fattening 
cattle, large numbers of which are brought to the town from the Casino district. At the 
time of the Committee’s visit to the district the season, on account of lack of rain, had 
been unfavourable, but the country generally, immediately east of Tenterfield, was 
well grassed, and the cattle in good condition. 


Items of production at Tenterfield likely to bring traffic to the proposed line, and 
find markets in the northern river areas are stated to include fruit, pigs, potatoes, timber, 


dairy produce, &c. Rich pockets of country are described as existing to the north 


and south, and as eminently suitable for the growth of fruit, of which there is an almost 
unlimited demand on the coast. It is considered locally that 300-acre blocks of this 
country would constitute good living areas, and would give as good returns financially 
as would areas of 3,000 acres used for dairying and grazing. 


Passenger traffic is now conducted between Tenterfield and Casino by service 
motor cars, and an unofficial estimate gives the number of passengers carried to and 
from Casino at 35,000; and an equal number by private cars. 


The country west of Tenterfield is stated to be suitable for raising fat sheep, for 
which there is a large demand from the Northern Rivers. Under present conditions 
this demand cannot be fully supplied. Consequently the river districts depend to a 
large extent upon the Homebush market and transhipment by sea, which results in 
reduction in value of the stock. A few thousand head of fat sheep are despatched 
to Casino—a distance of 84 miles—by road, involving twelve days travel, and 
an estimated deterioration in value of 2s. per head. The opinion has frequently 
been expressed in evidence that with the construction of the proposed line at least 
159,000 sheep would be trucked to the districts referred to, which, on account of climatic 
conditions are described as being unsuitable for sheep raising. 

DRAKE, 
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DRAKE. 


Drake, 33 miles east of Tenterfield, was formerly a prosperous town with a district 
population of 4,000 to 5,000, most of whom were engaged in mining. The present 
population isunder 400. For some years active mining operations have been suspended 
on account of the high cost of transit of copper ore and machinery. Locally the 
possibilities of the field with railway communication, and an increased price of copper, 
are considered to be extremely favourable on account of the extent and value of 
the deposits. In addition to copper the district is stated to contain antimony, gold, 
iron, arsenic, silver, lime, coal, molybdenite, &c. The principal production has been 
copper ore, the cost of winning which, under present conditions, would amount to 
18s. 6d. per ton. Other charges would include 7s. 6d. for bringing the metal to the 
Tenterfield-Casino Road, and £2 cartage to Tenterfield, making a total cost of £3 és. €d. 
per ton. Under these conditions successful mining at Drake is at present out of the 
question. 


Amongst the mines at Drake are the Kylo, Rainbow, White Rock, &c., and 
these, at the time of the Committee’s inquiry, were giving employment to between 
thirty and forty men. Several hundred tons of ore are lying at grass, and the evidence 
indicates that there are still to be won some hundred thousands of tons of low grade 
material, which at Mount Morgan or Mount Lyell would be regarded as of high grade 
quality. From the Kylo mine the present owner has taken out £17,000 worth of material, 
and has put back £23,000 in development, and with copper at £80 a ton there are £39,000 
worth of ore opened up. The evidence shows that the low grade averages 6 per cent. 
and the high grade ore 50 per cent. of copper, and that if the road freightage was reduced 
to 10s. per ton, the industry would be placed on a profitable basis. 


‘The official view of the Drake ficld is that its prospects are not bright. The 
copper ores, which are of high-grade quality carrying up to 10 and 12 per cent. of 
copper as well as the ores of lower grade, are described as limited in quantity, and 
it is not considered that they would provide much tonnage for railway traffic. Since 
1908 the production of copper and concentrates has amounted to 17,324 tons; 
copper, metal and matte, 370 tons; gold, 3,145 ounces, valued at £11,054. For the 
past five years only the figures of the production have been—copper and concentrates, 
3,250 tons; copper, metal and matte, 70 tons; and gold, 460 ounces, valued at 
£2,064. The geological survey of the district does not indicate that there would be 
any heavy railway freightage for an extended period, inasmuch as che ore lodes, 
which depreciate with depth, would be worked out in the course of from ten to 
twenty years; and even if there were an amalgamation of all the mines and a 
treatment plant was erected for the whole, the trade would be comparatively small, 
although valuable to the producers. 


TABULAM. 


The principal settlement along the route of the proposed line—Tabulam— 
approximately 51 miles from Tenterfield, and 34 miles from Casino, is the centre of a 
grazing and pastoral district in which twenty years ago there were not more than a 
dozen settlers. This number has increased within an area of 12 miles on either side 
of the route to 139, holding 106,000 acres of alienated and 102,721 acres of Crown. 
lands. It has been submitted, however, that in the case of dairying, for which this 
district is admirably adapted, the zone of influence for railway purposes may well be 
extended, and that it would not be too much to expect that, with motor conveyance, 
which is claimed to have practically revolutionised the conditions of the industry so far 
as transit is concerned, cream may easily and profitably be conveyed to a butter factory 
a distance of 30 miles. The additional area likely to be served under these conditions 
is roughly estimated at 29,000 acres. 


It has been stated in evidence at Bonalbo that the local Repatriation League 
was recently asked by the departmental authorities to make an inspection of and report 
upon the suitability and possibilities of Tabulam Station—32,000 acres—for the 
settlement of returned soldiers, and that the conclision arrived at was that it would 
cut up into 103 areas suitable for the support of a man with a wife and three 
children, and that upon this area approximately 3,500 dairy cows could be depastured. 
Generally it is considered that in the Tabulam district living areas range from 150 to 
400 acres. 
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In the event of the proposed railway being constructed the whole of the produce 
of the areas referred to, so the evidence states, would be conveyed to Casino and other 
stations on the Grafton-Murwillumbah line for local use, or transhipment by sea from 
Byron Bay. 


The carrying capacity of the country for stock varies according to the character 
of the country. Cleared and improved land along the river flats in the neighbourhood 
of Tabulam which has not been ploughed will carry a beast to 24 acres, whilst partially 
improved land will carry a beast to 5 acres. 


The trade between Tabulam and Tenterfield is stated to be practically confined 
to fat stock driven to the latter town for despatch to Sydney, &c., by rail. This traffic 
is fairly constant when normal seasons prevail. 


The staple industry of the district is the production of butter, and although there 
is no factory at Tabulam the evidence shows the Co-operative Company at Byron Bay 
propose to establish one should the proposed line be constructed. At present cream is 
conveyed, principally by motor traction, to the factory at Mallanganee, 11 miles distant. 


With regard to the suitability of the country for closer settlement it has been 
shown that in the Clarence River Valley for a distance of 3 miles above Tabulam, and 
for 20 miles down the river there are approximately 50,000 acres of alluvial flats, with a 
depth varying from 20 to 50 feet, suitable for dairying and agriculture, of which 
from 100 to 120 acres would form a reasonably sized holding for farming. Within 
this area portion of the Sandilands estate has been sold for £18 an acre for dairying 
operations. It has been represented that with a railway for the carriage of its produce 
the possibilities of this area for dairying, and maize and lucerne production are enormous. 
Maize is stated to have been grown on portion of this country for sixty years with 
practically only one failure. Last year the output amounted to 75 bushels to the acre, 
and at the time of the Committee’s inspection there were indications of an early prolific 
crop. At present there is practically no outlet for produce from this area, but it is 
confidently claimed that with railway construction, and on account of the Big Scrub 
being unsuitable for the growth of lucerne, large quantities would be forwarded by 
rail to the river districts. 


BoNALBO. 


Situated from 20 to 25 miles north of Tabulam is the township of Bonalbo, the 
country around, and particularly to the north of which has been described by the 
President of the local Chamber of Commerce as equal in many respects to the Bangalow 
district for dairy farming. The local butter factory, established some years ago, manu- 
factured during the year ended 30th June, 1912, 64,293 lb. of butter, and paid £2,423 
to twenty-four suppliers. For the year ended 30th June, 1922, the output had been 
increased to 309,630 lb., and the payments to suppliers, numbering sixty-four, £15,955. 
At present there are seventy suppliers. The cartage on butter to Casino is £4 per 
ton, and last year the factory paid £945 in freight. During the year ended 31st 
December, 1922, one supplier recetrved £349 as the return from twenty cowS—an average 
of £17 10s. per cow per annum. 


Taking into consideration the disabilities under which the dairying industry has 
been conducted, by reason of carriage inconvenience, the claim has been put forward 
locally that, in view of the fact that the industry is still in its infancy, there are pro- 
babilities of development with reasonable transit facilities. 


Large timber areas in the Richmond Range and Yabbra Scrub, the full value of 
which cannot easily be estimated, are being exploited. “ In the Yabba Scrub alone,” 
the evidence states, ‘“‘ there are 10,000 acres of dense scrub. Then, on the Bonalbo 
watershed of the Richmond Range State forest there is an enormous extent of timber, 
besides dozens of similar scrubs rich with softwoods. In addition, there are pine scrubs— 
in fact, nearly every range is skirted with pine scrubs. In the open forest country are 
ironbark, red gum, grey gum, spotted gum, tallow-wood, bloodwood, and other hard- 
woods of great extent and the best quality.” These valuable timbers are described 
as being destroyed with great loss to the State, in the ordinary process of clearing 
owing to the want of a railway or other means of marketing them. ‘ 
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The average cutting capacity of the local sawmill is estimated at 50,000 feet per 
week. The principal timber cut is pine, hardwood being used only for local requirements, 
as the freight to outside markets is prohibitive. The surplus output of the mill is 40,000 
feet per week above local requirements, and is forwarded to Sydney. The cartage from 
Bonalbo to Casino is 10s. per 100 feet, so that on the present output:the mill pays 
£10.000 per annum in freight to Casino—a distance of 41 miles—per horse teams or 
motor lorries, the latter of which can work only in dry weather. From Casino to Lismore 
by rail—20 miles—a cost of 1s. 8d. per 100 feet is incurred. In other words, cartage 
costs three times as much by teams as by rail. 


A rough local estimate of the various classes of timber in the Bonalbo districts 
18 5,000,000 feet of pine; 50,000,000 feet of commercial softwood; and 500,000,000 feet 
of hardwood. 

The present royalty on timber in the district is 3s. per 100 feet, and the claim 
has been put forward by residents of the district that with the construction of a railway 
the charge should be increased to 10s., and that the revenue, in these circumstances, 
would more than cover double the construction charges of the proposed line. 


The agricultural production of the district is limited on account of the lack of 
market facilities ; but the character of the country generally (including the forest 
country when clear ed) is such that crops of maize, turnips, ings potatoes, lucerne, &c., 
can be easily raised. Maize has been grown on areas of from 5 to 100 acres, and has 
produced from 50 to 100 bushels per acre, according to the seasons. Fully 80 to 90 per 
cent. of the maize grown is stated to be consumed locally. Several thousand acres of 
the country are described as being suitable for cotton growing, and attention has been 
drawn to the fact that one resident of the district has broken the world’s record by 
producing a plant bearing 325 bolls. 


Old Bonalbo is approximately 25 miles distant from Tabulam and 41 miles from 
Casino by road, and inasntuch as the bulk of the good country lies on its northern 
side, it is maintained by local witnesses that the proposed line will not benefit the 
district to the extent to which its productivity deserves. The suggestion has, 
therefore, been made that the line should deviate from Tabulam towards the 
Bonalbo township, and run thence in an easterly direction to a point on the Kyogle 
line a few miles north of Casino. A rough estimate of the increased length of the pro- 
posed line by such a deviation is 6 to 8 miles. 


MALLANGANEE. 


A township that has made good progress in settlement and production during 
the last few years is Mallanganee, 11 miles south-east of Tabulam, and 4 miles south 
of the proposed line. Within this district are four saw mills—Black Creek, Bonalbo, 
Dyraaba, and Mallanganee—the aggregate output of which is stated to be 6,000,00€ feet 
per annum. The handicap of timber carriage to Casino is heavy on account of the 
necessity for climbing the steep mountain roads of the Richmond Range. Freight 
charges of 5s., trainage charge of 9d. to Lismore, 6d. for loading, and 5s. for sea 
conveyance to Sydney bring the cost of forwarding 100 feet of timber to its usual 
destination to 11s. 3d. Most of the timber forwarded from the district 1s pine, the 
heavy freight excluding case timber and hardwood—the latter consisting principally 
of ironbark, spotted, red, and grey gum, tallowwood, teak, &c.—from use for 
commercial purposes. Much of this timber is now being destroyed. An instance, 
mentioned in the evidence, of the spoliation now going on refers to an area of 380 
acres within the Returned Soldiers’ Settlement, near the township, upon which trees 
averaging 3 feet in girth, and 50 to 60 feet in length, are being destroyed in the process 
of clearing. 


The output of the local mill, which is employing from thirty to forty Wands, 
including timber getters and teamsters, is given as 1,500,000 feet per annum, and the 
supplies : are drawn a distance of 8 miles from the township. It is estimated that at 
this rate of output there are 10 years’ supply of softwoods, whilst the hardwoods are 
regarded as practically inexhaustible. With railway construction between Tenterfield 
and Casino the output, it is stated, would be enormously increased on account of a 
ready market for softwoods being found at the former town and the tableland district 
generally. | 
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The Mallanganee district is regarded locally as one of the best for raising fat stock, 
the transport of which by road to Tenterfield, and by rail to Sydney, reduces prime beef 
to plain quality by the time it arrives at its destination. At the same time it is pointed 
out that, with railway construction, cattle areas would naturally be converted into 
dairying lands on account of the higher returns therefrom. 


Although the agricultural areas of the district are apparently extensive, it has 
been represented that it does not pay to utilise them, except for home consumption of 
products, on account of the cost of conveyance to market. For a similar reason there 
is practically no encouragement for pig-raising, for which the district is described as 
exceptionally suitable. The only safe way of travelling pigs is by motor to Casino at 
a cost of 5s. per head, accompanied by considerable loss from wastage on the journey. 


As at other points along the route of the proposed line, experimental crops of 
cotton have been grown at Mallanganee. Although the country has not been thoroughly 
exploited, the results already achieved are stated to lead to the conclusion that there 
are great possibilities from cotton cultivation on an extensive scale. 


The progress of the Mallanganee district is indicated in the establishment in 
1916 of a butter factory, and since then the opening of a bank, the erection of new build- 
ings in the township, and an increase in the number of settlers. The suppliers to the 
factory at present number thirty-seven, and during the dry year of 1922 about 70 tons 
of butter were forwarded to Casino. Cream, which is described as “‘ equal in quality 
to that of any portion of the North Coast district,” is drawn from as far as Ewingbar, 
a distance of 20 miles. 


The district generally is being converted into grazing country by the removal of 
timber, and the prospects of close settlement are regarded by residents as satisfactory. 
A few miles from the township Sandilands Estate, of 10,000 acres, has been cut wp into 
thirty-four blocks of from 100 to 300 acres, ten of which have been sold at prices ranging 
from £6 to £11 per acre. The whole of this country 1s of good dairying capacity, and 1s 
suitable, in parts, for lucerne growing. The estate carried 4,000 head of grazing cattle 
through the drought of 1920. 


Settlers in the neighbourhood of Mallanganee do not regard the proposed line 
as a local connection, but as one for the interchange of products with the coastal and 
tablelands districts. It has been pointed out that in times of drought there is a good 
demand for fodder from the coastal towns, which the district more closely affected by 
the construction of the proposed line would be able to supply. 


CASINO. 


As the result of the throwing open of large estates, and the construction of the 
line from Murwillumbah to Grafton, Casino has made much progress in settlement and 
trade during the last ten years; and it is claimed that the district now requires connection 
with the tableland for the interchange of products and the bringing about of further 
development. 


Owing to the heavy cost and difficulty of transit over the Tenterfield-Casino 
road, general produce from the Tenterfield district can only reach Casino by being sent 
by rail to Sydney, thence by boat to Lismore or Byron Bay, from either of which places 
further rail transport is necessary. Apart from stock, however, there is practically no 
trade between Casino and the tableland. 


In the Richmond River district alone there are in normal seasons about 
25,000 surplus dairy stock, the outlet for which is principally to the north-west of 
the State. There are also 20,000 fat cattle between Casino and Tabulam, which have at 
present to be roaded to Tenterfield to reach markets down the line toSydney. The journey 
by road usually occupies a fortnight, and the deterioration is such that a month’s rest 
is required to enable condition to be restored. Whilst the construction of the proposed 
line would probably be followed by an increase in the number of fat stock and store 
cattle, it is admitted that the completion of the North Coast railway would make a 
difference in their general destination. 

Casino is not a sheep raising district, and supplies are obtained from the north- 
west or from Sydney. At least 20,000 fat sheep per annum are said to be driven from 
Tenterfield to Casino, the estimated loss in condition being put down. at 10 percent 
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The proposed line passes through the southern end of the Dyraaba estate, 30,000 
acres of which have been purchased by the Repatriation Department for a returned 
soldiers’ settlement. This has been divided into 128 blocks from 125 to 640 acres, 100 
of which have been taken up. The land has been partially improved, and the evidence 
reveals that when fully improved and cultivated it will be possible to carry 40 dairy 
cows per block of 125 acres. 


The distance of the settlement from Casino ranges from 15 to 30 miles; and the 
evidence of representatives of the settlement shows that the distance and bad condition 
of the road to market is likely to interfere with progress. Consequently a plea for 
railway connection from a point on the Kyogle line, through the centre of the settlement 
to Bonalbo, and thence to Tabulam, has been submitted. 


Supplies of timber are drawn to Casino by bullock team from the Richmond 
Range forest reserve which extends to the Queensland border, and the southern part 
of which adjoins and is easily accessible from the main Tenterfield-Casino road. 
Approximately 4,000,000 feet of timber were removed from the range in 1922, in addition 
to 2,000,000 feet privately operated upon. According to the information supplied the 
Committee by the forest guard, the output of previous years has been greater, and the 
falling off has been due to the slackness of the timber trade, and the fact that supplies, 
particularly of pine, are now somewhat difficult to reach. The range consists principally 
of brush and forest country containing indigenous eucalyptus, ironbark, grey, red, 
blue, and spotted gum, stringybark and tallowwood; and brushwood of pine, rosewood, 
teak, white beech, long jack, silky oak, &c. The forest has been in operation for from 
forty to fifty years, and the southern portion of it is becoming denuded of timber of a 
specified girth. Still there are many millions of feet of various species, many of which 
are marketable. 


Royalties obtained from pine taken from this reserve in 1922 totalled £4,600, the 
amounts paid varying from 3s. 3d. to 6s., or an average of 4s. per 100 feet super. 


Although the construction of the proposed line would not serve the whole of the 
64,000 acres covered by the range, it is estimated by the forest guard that at least one-half 
would be brought within its influence; and the royalties, which are based upon market 
values, would naturally be much increased. | 


Adjoining the Richmond Range is the Yabbra forest reserve of practically virgin 
country. With the exception of the southern portion, 6 miles west of Tabulam, this 
area is too far from market to be cut out under present conditions. The reserve is 
stated to contain magnificent timber of many varieties, some of which are now being 
drawn a distance of 14 miles to the main road. Whilst the construction of the proposed 
line would not open up the whole of this area a valuable portion of it would be made 
available for milling operations. 


A reason advanced at Casino in favour of the construction of the proposed line 
was the advantage which would be afforded the farmer in purchasing and conveying 
from the north-western tableland fodder for stock in times of drought. It appears, 
however, that during the last seventeen years, two droughts only have been experienced 
in the river district—1915 and 1921. In the later year, it was stated, cattle were at 
such a low price that they were allowed to die rather than that they should be maintained 
on high-priced imported fodder. It has been admitted that only in isolated instances 
have endeavours been made to conserve fodder as an insurance against drought, although 
in average seasons large crops of maize and winter produce can be grown; whilst lucerne 
fodder can conveniently be obtained over the North Coast railway or by sea. 


The forest guard at Casino does not concur in the view expressed by witnesses at 
Tabulam and elsewhere to the effect that one-half the forest country along the route of 
the proposed line if denuded of timber could be utilised for closer settlement. Although 
isolated instances of the practice have occurred it has not been the policy of the Forestry 
Department in the past to allow encroachments on forest lands for settlement purposes. 


The evidence submitted at Casino regarding the construction of the proposed 
line was net unanimous, it being urged that on account of the roughness of the country 
to the west of Tabulam it would be sufficient if it were taken from Casino direct to 
Tabulam, or, alternatively, from a point on the Kyogle line to Tabulam, via Bonalbo. 


LISMORE, 
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LISMORE. 


Generally, the evidence submitted at Lismore has been to the effect that the 
construction of the proposed line, apart from stimulating settlement and production 
along the country through which it will pass as well as on the north-west tablelands, 
will bring about an interchange of products with the river districts. 


Regarding the question of the interchange of products it has been pointed out 
by the manager of the Wollongbar experiment farm that the absence of mixed pastures 
and the introduction of paspalum grass on the North Coast, has brought about the 
feeding of unbalanced rations to dairy cattle; and that the butter production of the 
district cannot be materially increased until dairymen can procure foodstuffs rich in 
protein, such as lucerne, oats, wheaten chaff, &c., at a cheaper cost than is at present 
possible. The greater part of the Big Scrub area is regarded as unsuited to the growth 
of lucerne, inasmuch as it is deficient in protein due to basaltic formation. The only 
legumen produceable there is the white clover; but as this will only grow in small 
quantities three months of the year its utility is negligible. 


The use of lucerne, oats, wheaten chaff, &c., is stated to be prohibitive on account 
of the high cost of transit from remote parts. The natural source of supply of these 
feeds is regarded as the tablelands and the north-western slopes, and the proposed line 
would make available this supply provided a line was carried from Inverell to Glen 
Innes. 


Sheep breeding is not considered to be a profitable undertaking on the coast; 
hence the mutton supply has to be obtained elsewhere at considerable cost and 
deterioration. It has been represented that there is a good prospect of opening up an 
export trade in mutton from the sheep country as soon as a railway from Tenterfield 
permits of the utilisation of Byron Bay. 


The progress of Lismore and the coastal districts is indicated by an increase in 
population of 14,363 during the last decade, distributed as follows :— 


1911. 1921. 
Lismore Municipality... 2s SRO MERE | 8,679 
Balima Mumeipality’ ... 97.0 2.4.) as, 2,06] 2,768 
POMem@nmepalty 9 8. we. 8... (1,188 1,371 
Murwillumbah Municipality... es re 2.206 2,855 
Mullumbimby Municipality ...  .. ... 951° 1,330 
Casino Municipality ... ... Sate a a 2kG 3,453 
Gundurimba Shire + ass - sy > 4,281 4,555 
Terania Shire... 13 aa or. sant 0,02) 6,573 
PCED AES TCG Neer aM Cec tigers te), 2uNs v's 80), 0899 5,703 
Tweed Shire ey ve ot uy eee (cro tis 12,279 
Byron Shire ae eee ms ce dw Fon) 0,003 8,302 
Tomki Shire x fe - A ..« 38,006 3,406 
Woodburn Shire .., oa Be o ve) Cue RE 3,123 
Kyogle Shire... ae oP oes oraee 3,839 6,538 


—. 


56,572 70,935 


__To supply this population 47,629 sheep and 23,590 cattle are stated to be required 
annually. The sheep consumed are driven from various parts of the tableland, although 
a few consignments arrive by sea. The cost of driving from the tableland has been 
stated at Lismore to vary from Is. to Is. 6d. per head, according to distance ; the 
evidence at Casino gives the cost of driving at 5s. per head. The charge for cattle 
trucks from Grafton to Lismore—100 miles—is £5 9s. éd., and basing the cost of trucked 
_ sheep at 1s. per head the result would be a revenue of £2,381 per annum if they could be 

conveyed by rail. Estimating the number of fat cattle crossing the range from the 
west at 3,000, the remainder being secured on the eastern side, it has been submitted 
that a fair estimate of the earnings of the proposed railway would be £1,500 on fat 
cattle coming to the Tiver country. In addition 13,598 head of cattle now going to the 
tableland, and dealt with by the Tick Board of Control would, according to local estimate, 
yield ih revenue of £3,398—or a total earning on the movement of stock of £7,280 per 
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The shipments of timber from Lismore to Sydney, include supplies from the 
Casino, Kyogle, Mummulgum, and Mallanganee districts, and amounted eleven years 
ago to 3,000,000 feet, which increased last year to 4,824,182 feet, or 6,891 tons. This 
included 90 per cent. of pine and the balance of hardwood. Sawmills in proximity to 
the proposed line cut 2,078,694 feet, or 2,699 tons. Included in the estimate was a 
quantity of sawn timber sent from the Tweed River to be shipped at Lismore in 
consequence of the absence of facilities for handling timber at Byron Bay, 2,246 logs 
were also shipped from Lismore for the twelve months ended December, 1922. Of the 
four sawmills on the route of the proposed line, two, it is stated, will send their product 
via Tenterfield and Newcastle in the event of the proposed line being constructed. 


Regarding the loss of stock from drought conditions the Committee were 
informed that during six months of drought—July to December, 1919—65,942 hides 
were purchased in the district by one firm as against 20,925 in the corresponding 
period of the following year, when the conditions had improved. This position, it has 
been represented, could have been overcome by the provision of quick facilities for 
removing stock from one place to another, or by the district being able to obtain cheap 
fodder in large quantities. 


BALLINA. 


Amongst other reasons, Ballina is interested in the construction of the proposed 
line, inasmuch as it will bring the tableland country within 120 miles of a choice of three 
North Coast ports—Ballina, Byron Bay, and the Clarence, the former of which 1s 
expected at an early date to be connected by rail with the Murwillumbah-Grafton line. 
The people of the district are stated to have always leaned to the policy adopted in 
Queensland, whereby the available coastal ports and the back country have been 
linked up by railways, with advantage to both regions in particular, and to the State 
as a whole. 


Apart from the fact that the proposed line would render available to the tableland 
a choice of deep-sea shipping ports, capable of the fullest’ development, and with all the 
attendant advantages to producers of cheap carriage and less costly handling of goods 
consequent tpon shorter haulage, the connection is advocated on the ground that it 
will link up with the western country ‘a settled territory with resources described as 
‘* appearing to be without limit.” 


CorAKI. 


Coraki is interested in the construction: of the proposed line as a means whereby 
its consumers may be able to obtain from the tableland general goods as well as chaff 
and hay by a cheaper route than that at present afforded by sea. A resident of Coraki 
for over forty years has affirmed that forage cannot be effectively grown in the district, 
and that chafi has been placed on the market on only two occasions during that period. 
Lucerne hay, according to the Coraki evidence, cannot be cured on the Richmond River; 
the leaves fall and perish in the process. Goods likely to be carried as back-loading to 
Tenterfield, if the proposed line is constructed, and particularly if a branch is also sent 
out to the township, would consist principally of miscellaneous goods, butter, maize, and 
sugar. There appears to be an impression on the part of Coraki producers that the sugar 
industry is about to revive, and that within the next two or three years one or more 
co-operative refining mills will be established. 


MuRWILLUMBAH. 


Gertain of the evidence tendered at Murwillumbah favoured the construction 
of the proposed line on the ground that it would shorten the journey to Sydney by 
rail and avoid. the payment of the high freights on necessary commodities at present 
received from Sydney, via Byron Bay. The bakers of the Tweed district, who are the 
principal consumers of flour, are stated to obtain an average of 180 tons per month by 
this route, for which they pay £1 15s. per ton freight; and in the event of the proposed 
line being constructed it was assumed that practically the whole of the sea-freight would 
be saved, inasmuch as the flour would be obtained wholly by rail from Glen Innes and 
Tenterfield. : 

_ The Tweed district alone, it is estimated, would be able to despatch to the 
tableland 1,500 cases of hananas per week, in addition to various otber tropical fruits, 
and would receive in return an equal quantity of tableland fruits. | 
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Other evidence submitted at Murwillumbah was to the effect that if a tableland- 
coastal connection is necessary, a line from Grafton up the Clarence Valley, via Bonalbo, 
to Acacia Creek, will make for greater development than the one proposed. 

Approximately 1,600 to 1,700 tons of timber were forwarded from Murwillumbah 
district mills in 1922. 


GRAFTON. 


The interests of Grafton, according to evidence obtained by the Committee, lie 
in the construction of a line from Guyra to Dorrigo rather than from Tenterfield to 
Casino, inasmuch as the former is regarded as more central; will tap a greater area 
of the north-western country; pass through country of an agricultural character, 
and adapted to close settlement; and afford a choice of two ports—Coff’s Harbour and 
the Clarence. | 

There is considerable movement of stock between the Clarence River district 
and the tableland via the Glen Innes, Tenterfield, and Armidale roads; and the river 
valley is stated to be greatly resorted to for pasturage in dry seasons. During the 
drought of 1902 there were in Grafton Pastoral Protection District 26,000 large stock 
and 68,000 sheep recetved from Glen Innes and the country further west; whilst in the 
drought year, 1919, the district carried 32,000 large stock and 20,000 sheep from the 
same country. 

The statements made at various centres to the effect that it is impossible to 
obtain lucerne hay from the Clarence district for the use of dairymen on the Richmond 
and Tweed Rivers are regarded at Grafton as frivolous, and the evidence shows that the 
whole of the requirements can be easily supplied. — 

It is contended at Grafton that there is not the same extent of valuable country 
on the Tenterfield-Casino as on the Guyra-Dorrigo route; and it is estimated that 
in the vicinity of Ebor alone are 150,000 acres of privately-owned land, the whole ot 
which is suitable for intense culture, and capable of yielding from 6 to 10 tons of potatoes 
to the acre. 

A line generally favoured at Grafton which will serve a portion of the Tenterfield- 
Casino country in the neighbourhood of Tabulam is one along the valley of the Clarence 
to Killarney, via Tabulam and Bonalbo, with an ultimate linking-up thereof with 
Warwick, Queensland. Such a line, it has been stated, would pass through the centre 
of three large cattle stations the whole of which would be subject to resumption if 
desired. On the opposite side of the Clarence, between Copmanhurst and Gordon, are 
the Ramorne and Newbold settlements, and the rich area of the Mitchell, known as 
the Cangai district, described as suitable for close settlement. In addition to these 
and other freehold lands there is a vast area of Crown lands on the Upper Clarence— 
some vacant, others held under various tenures, the whole of which it has been repre- 
sented could be used with advantage with railway construction. 


CONCLUSION. 


7. The Committee have considered this proposal in conjunction with one for 
the construction of a line from Guyra to Dorrigo which, although referred to their 
consideration as an independent line, has been treated as an alternative. 

As described in another portion of the Report, the country to be served for 
approximately 40 miles east of Tenterfield is not of a character to lend itself to such 
settlement or production as would justify railway construction at the enormous cost 
involved. There is no doubt, however, that the section of country extending from 
Tabulam to Casino, a length of 34 miles, comprises an exceedingly rich grazing and 
pastoral area which, with the advantages of railway construction, would be capable 
of great development. The pastoral portions of this district are fairly evenly 
distiibuted between the north and south sides of the route. The evidence indicates 
that within a limited area of Tabulam township—15 miles along the Clarence River 
to the south, 9 miles north, 7 miles east, and 8 miles west—are 145,000 acres 
(excluding ‘Tabulam Station of 82,000 acres) which, with railway facilities for 
reaching Casino, could be cut up into 166 dairy farms, leaving approximately 57,000 
acres for grazing purposes. From 20 to 25 miles north of abulam the country 
around the township of Bonalbo comprises, in addition to 30,000 acres of hanes” 

; timber, 
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timber, 120,000 acres of land in the hands of 150 settlers—an average of 1,140 acres 

er man, and it is estimated that with railway facilities at least 850 farmers could 
be settled thereon. The timber in this portion of the area is valuable and extensive, 
a rough estimate showing the existence of 5,000,000 feet of pine, 50,000,000 feet 
of commercial soft wood, and about 500,000,000 feet of hardwood. ‘To the east the 
deviation passes through the northern portion of the Dyraaba Soldiers’ Settlement 
area, . 

Whilst negativing the construction of the proposed line, the Committee 
are of opinion, in view of the circumstances mentioned, that consideration should be 
given to the question of the construction of that portion of the line extending from 
Tabulam to Casino, or a point a few miles further north on the existing line to 
Kyogle, with a deviation via Bonalbo. Sufficient data as to cost, probabilities of 
traffic, &c., in connection with the section mentioned is not available to justify the 
Committee in coming to any definite conclusion thereon. 


Reference has been made during the inquiry to the importance of the 
Tenterfield—Casino connection from the point of view of it affording an opportunity 
for the trade of the north and north-west being despatched over-sea via the port of 
Byron Bay. ‘The Committce have given this matter careful considerat:on, and have 
to point out that no determination has been arrived at by the present or previous 
Governments to convert Byron Bay into a deep sea port. The evidence shows that 
the works necessary to be undertaken to bring about this cbject would cost 
approximately £767,000, and, even if the port were so converted, it is extremely 
doubtful that the traffic would be in that direction. From Moree, the principal 
centre west of Inverell, the distance to Byron Bay via Tenterfield and Casino, is 
333 miles, as against 809 miles to Neweastle with a well equipped port affording 
facilities for deep sea connection; and the natural supposition is that the trend of 
traffic would be by the shortest and consequently the cheapest route. 


RESOLUTIONS PASSED. 


10. The resolutions passed by the Committee are shown in the following 

extracts from the Minutes of Proceedings :— 

Mr. Dick moved,“ That in the opinion of the Committee it is not expedient the proposed 
Railway from Tenterfield to Casino, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, be 
constructed,” 

Mr. Doe seconded the motion, which was passed. 

Mr. Cameron moyed,—“ That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the Tabulam- 
Casino Section of the proposed Railway be constructed with a deviation towards Bonalbo,” 


Mr, Drummond seconded the motion, which was negatived on the following division :— 


Ayes, 2. Noes, 5. 
Mr. Cameron, Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Drummond. Mr, Dick, 

Mr. Doe, 


. Mr. Mahony, 
Mr. Travers. 


W. T. DICK: 
Chairman. 


Cffice of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Svdney, 22nd November, +923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY SPANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


MINUTES OF 


HVIDENCK. 


RAILWAY FROM TENTERFIELD TO CASINO. 


TUESDAY, 30 JANUARY, 1923. 
Present:— 


The Hon. W. 
The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
Tne Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


T. DICK (CrairMan). 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq, 
3RIAN JAMES Dor, Esq. 
Davin Henry DruwMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


Phomis Bryce Cooper, Under Secretary, Deprrtment of 
Public Works, sworn and examined :—- 


1. Chairman.) Haye you a prepared statement? Yes, 


it is as follows :— 


PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM TENTERFIELD TO CASINO. 

Estimated cost, £1,779,469, or £20,938 
of land and compensation. 

Length, 85 miles = chains. 

tuling grade, 1 in 25 in both directions. 

Sharpest curve, 5 chains radius. 

On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works 
and Minister for Railways moved in the Legislative As- 
sembly, “ That it be referred to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works to consider and report upon the 
expediency of constructing a line of railway from Tenterfield 
to Casino.” Question resolved in the aftirmative. 

Following is the official description of the line :— 


5 per mile, exclusive 


This proposed railway commences at 382 miles 88 chains 
50 links from Newcastle, and about 1 mile north of Tenter- 
field Station, and in proceeding in a north-casterly direction 
for the first 26 miles it crosses Tenterfield Creek and sur- 
Imounts the watershed between that creek and Cataract 
River, ercsses that river and follows its right or south- 
eastern bank for about 12 miles; thence the line lends 
sharply to the east, Crooked Creek is ascended, Girard Creek 
crossed, and a descent made from the range forming the 
boundary between the counties of Fuller and Drake; the yvil- 
lage of Drake is passed closely on its northern side, Plum- 
bago Creek is crossed, thence the line proceeds norith-easterly 
along the watershed | atween that’Creek and Rocky River, 
and again crosses the former about 2 miles, beyond which 
the line takes an easterly course, crosses the Clarence River 
about 40 chains a mile north of its confluence with Tabulam 
Rivulet at the village of Tabulam, ascends the right bank 
of that rivulet for about 4 miles, thence a generally north- 
easterly bearing carries the line across the watershed be- 
tween that rivulet and Black’s Camp Creek, the latter which 
if ascends to the crossing of the Richmond Range in de- 
scending where the line for about 40 chains takes a spiral 
form, after which a branch of Deep Creek is followed down- 

ward on its northern bank; the northern valley of Shannon 
Brook is traversed easterly for about 9 miles, and the north- 
ern end of Hogarth Range is crossed, and the continuation 
of the easterly directon for about 8 miles takes the line to 
Casino on the southern side of Richmond River, where it 
junctions with the existing line from Grafton at 467 miles 
G7 chains from Newcastle and 65 miles 554 chains from 
Grafton. i 

The works are heavy, with a ruling _srade Ofslo in, 25 in 
both directions; the sharpest curye is 5 chains radius. 


¢2611—A 


The statutory report of the Railway Commissioners is 
dated 15th November, 1922, and is as follows :— 


Proposed RAILWAY FROM TENTERFIELD TO CASINO, 
85 MILES. 


In accordance with the request of the Hon. the Minister 
for Railways, and in pursuance of the provisions of the 
Public Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners beg to submit 
their report on the abovementioned proposal. 

The last statutory report on this proposal was made on 
80th November, 1908, when the estimated cost of construc- 
tion was set down at £681,710, upon which 
charge was calculated at 34 per cent., amounting to £23,860 
rer annum, ‘The revised estimate now furnished increases 
the cost to £1,779,469, and the interest on this sum must now 
be debited at 54 per cent., which would make the annual 
charge £97,871. It will thus be seen that the difference in the 
charge for interest alone amounts to £74,011 per annum. 

It is pointed out that when the estimate was made in 
1908, the minimum wage was about 7s. per day, and that 
rails and other materials were obtainable at bedrock prices, 
which accounts for the large difference between the two 
estimates. 

The present estimate of cost provides, as was formerly the 
case, for a ruling grade of 1 in 25, and curves of 5 chains 
radius over a length of 50 miles between Tenterfield and 
Tabulam, ard for the remainder of the distance between 
VYabulam and Casino, 25 miles, the ruling grade is 1 in 50, 
and curycs of 10 chains radius. It need hardly be stated 
that the construction of a Jine of this character wculd not 


le in kecping with modern practice, and that the cost of 
working would be very expensive, necessitating a special 


type of engine to operate the line. On the other hand, if 
more fayourable grades and curyes were adopted, the esti- 
mated cost would be largely increased. 

From a national standpoint, this proposal has been re- 
garded as an alternative one for connecting the tableland 
with the coast for direct shipment, and in this respect it has 
had consideration in association with the proposals: from 
Glen Innes to Grafton and Guyra to Coff's Harbour; but, as 
the Governinent has not yet determined whether a deep-sea 
port is to be established and at what point on the coast, 
there is nothing new to advise in regard to this particular 
aspect of the matter. From the standpoint of local or in- 
termediate requirements, however, the circumstances have 
somewhat changed since the last investigation was made. 
In the first place, the mining industry at Drake has prac- 
tically ceased to exist; in the second place, the disabilities 
previously suffered by having to travel fat cattle from the 
coast to the tableland for trucking to markets have disap- 
peared owing to the fact that the cattle stations have been 
or are being subdivided into small holdings for dairying pure 
poses; and in the third place, the North Coast Railway from 
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Witness—T. B. Cooper, 30 January, 1923, 


Mailtand to South Grafton has been completed, with the 
exception of a short break between Macksville and Urunga, 
which it is expected will be opened for traffic in about twelve 
months. By this route Casino and Lismore will have the ad- 
vantage of a rail connection which previously did not exist, 
and a faster train service than that via Tenterfield will 
eventually be provided. While these phases are distinctly 
adverse to the present proposal, it should also be emphasised 
that the land to be served between Tenterfield and Tabulam 
(50 miles) is, with few exceptions, practically unoccupied, 
and likely to remain so on account of its unsuitability for 
settlement; but, from Tabulam to Casino (35 miles) the area 
is capable of close settlement and production, and with 
further development will no doubt become a useful feeder 
to the North Coast Line, in which direction the trend of 
traffic will be. 

The Commissioners are not in a position to submit de- 
finite estimates of working costs or revenue, but may state 
that it would seem to be inevitable that the revenue would 
fall considerably short of meeting the working expenses, 
apart altogether from the heavy burden of the annual in- 
terest charge of £97,871 on the capital expenditure, and ex- 
clusive of the cost of special rolling stock. 


‘* The Common Seal of the Railway ) 
Commissioners for New South 
Wales was hereunto affixed the ‘ 
fifteenth day of November, one ! 
thousand nine hundred and | 
twenty-two, in the presence of — ) 

W. Jno. Morris, Secretary.” 


The proposal to consiruct a railway from Teuterifield to 
Casino was investigated by the Public Works Committee in 
1903. <A line 84 miles in length with 1 in 50 grades and 12 
chain curves as then submitted, was estimated to cost 
£1,094,8S70, and the Railway Commissioners reported there 
would be an estimated annual loss of £41,047, The proposa 
was rejected by the Committee on the grounds that the 
railway would not pay working expenses in view of the 
traffic prospects as officially estimated; that for about 30 
miles along the route the ccuntry was conspicuous for its 
poorness; that a large proportion of the land along the re- 
mainder of the route was as much within the traffic area of 
the Great Northern Line and the Lismore to Grafton Line 
as it was within that of the proposed railway; and that Ten- 
terfield did not appear to be the most suitable point for 
connecting the New England Tableland with the coast. 

On the general question of railway connection between the 
coast and the New England Tableland, the Committee con- 
sidered that the route which offered the most advantages in 
the way of land suitable for settlement and production was 
that from Guyra to South Grafton via Coffs Harbour or to 
South Grafton direct. 

With a view to reducing the cost, in 1907, a survey was 
made with 1 in 25 grades and 5 chain curves, reducing the 
estimate to £681,710. On this basis the annual loss was 
estimated at £27,508. The Chief Commissioner's statutory 
report, dated 30th November, 1808, was unfavourable. 

In September, 1912, the Minister (Mr. Griffith) informed 
a deputation from the various municipalities of the district, 
that, although opposed to constructing a railway through 
barren country to Tenterfield, he would submit a proposal 
for a line from Casino to Tabulam to the Public Works 
Committee that session. 

In connection with this proposal a deviation via Doubtful 
Creek was suggested, but after examination of the route the 
deviation could not be recommended. 

The Chief Railway Commissioner, in his statutory report 
dated 31st July, 1913, on the Casino-Tabulam proposal, gave 
the estimated cost of construction at £390,051, and the esti- 
mated annual loss on the line at £13,776. The Commis- 
sioner considered that owing to the heavy cost of construc- 
tion it was premature to recommend the carrying out of the 
work at that time. 

Notice was given in Parliament for reference to the Public 
Works Committee, but subsequently (March, 1914) Cabinet 
decided that no new references were to be submitted. Conse- 
quently no further action was then taken with regard to the 
Casino-Tabulam proposal. 

In July, 1917, the Hon. C. A. Lee, M.L.A., wrote asking 
thut a proposal for a railway from Casino to Bonalbo be 
referred to the Public Works Committee. Bonalbo is situ- 
ated about 3 miles from the Doubiful Creek route (referred 
to above), and the Railway Commissioners, to whom the 
matter was referred, reported that should the Casino- 


(Seal.) 


JAMES FRASER. 
J. H. Cann. 


Tenterfield or Casino-Tabulam proposal be again referred to 
the Public Works Committee, the alternative line passing 
close to Bonalbo would be considered. 

In October, 1919, following on representations by Mr. 
Zuill, M.L.A., in regard to the importance of the line as a 
cross-country connection in the interests of stock, the then 
Minister (Mr. Ball) decided to again refer the Tenterfield- 
Casino line to the Public Works Committee when that body 
was reappointed; and in February, 1921, Mr. Esteli, the 
succeeding Minister, promised deputations at Tenterfield, 
Drake, and Mallanganee that he would fellow a similar 
course with a proposal to connect the coast with Tenterfield 
or any. alternative proposal. 

The late Minister, Sir Thomas Henley, K.B.E., 41.1.A., also 
had the matter under review, and in May last advised local 
welbers that the claims of the line for further investiga- 
tion would not be overoloked when the general questicn of 
policy was receiving consideration. 

On 25th September last a large and widely representative 
deputation from various public bodies—tocalities from 
Casino to Inverell being represented—waiied on the Minis- 
ter to urge the construction of a line from Tenterfield to 
Casino. 

It was maintained by the deputation that the Works Com- 
mittee, in turning down the proposal in 1903, did not con- 
sider the matter on its merits. The increase of population in 
tweuty years had been from 50,000 to 80,0000, with consequent 
closer settlement. The construction of the line would mean 
that the country would be opened up and facilities providel 
to transfer stock from inland to the coast and vice versa 
during periods of drought. The line would pass through 
large areas of rich agricultural country, and where grazing 
is carried on now dairying and mixed farming could be estab- 
lished. In the Tabulam district there were seme 300,009 
acres suitable for closer settlement. On Dyraaba Soldiers’ 
Settlement were 128 settlers with products to get to market 
and almost impassable roads. The proposed railway would 
open up large areas of valuable timber country, and would 
also make available rich mineral resources of the district, 
including coal. The revenue earned by various motor 
carrying companies would naturally revert to the railway. 
In this regard 30,000 people were said to pay 30s. each an- 
nually travelling from Tenterfield to Tabulam. The pro- 
jected hydro-electric works on the Clarence River would 
advance things in the district in the direction of establish- 
ing manufactories for primary products. Intense cultiva- 
tich was possible in certain areas traversed by the proposed 
line. A very considerable area of Crown lands would benefit 
by construction of the line in direction of enhanced yalue. 
The probability of raising a local loan was mentioned. 

The Minister, in reply, said that after hearing the deputa- 
tion he was satisfied the conditions were so altered since the 
previous inquiry that they had a very gocd case with regard 
to the construction of the line. He would carry out the 
promise he had already made to refer the matter to the 
Public Works Committee for investigation and report. 

Recently the official Committee on Land Development and 
Settlement had the question of railway connection between 
the Northern Tablelands and the North Coast under cen- 
sideration. In their report, presented to Parliament on 22nd 
November, 1922, the Committee recommended the construc- 
tion of a line from Wollun, on the Great Northern Line, to 
Mount George cn the North Coast Line. They also recom- 
mended, inter alia, (1) that a railway be buiit from Grafton 
up the Clarence Valley to Tabulam, thence ria Bonalbo and 
Urbenville to the border near Acacia Creek, and thence to 
connect with the Queensland system at Killarney, 3 miles 
from the border; and (2) that a railway be authorised from 
Casino via Dyraaba Soldiers’ Settlement to connect with 
proposal (1) in the vicinity of Bonalbo. 

With regard to the question of a line from Tenterfield via 
Tabulam to Casino, the Committee expressed the opinion 
that the proposal should not be entertained for the follow- 
ing reasons, viz.:—That Tenterfield is not the most suitable 
point for connection with the Great Northern Line; that the 
country from Tenterfield to within a few miles of Tabulam 
is for the greater part very poor and unsuitable for closer 


settlement; that the steep grades of 1 in 25 with 5 chain 


curves render the route unsuitable for a Main Line connec- 


tion; and that while the Tabulam-Casino section passes — 


through good country, the district concerned, as well as a 
considerably larger area towards the Queensland border, 
would be better served in another and more comprehensive 
way by the construction of railways from 
Tabulam and Acacia Creek to Killarney, and from Casino 
to Benalbo, as suggested in the foregoing paragraph, 


TUESDAY, 


Grafton via 


‘ 
h 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rospert Manoxy. 
Francis Micuart Burks, Esa. 
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TUESDAY, 3 APRIT, 1923. 


Present: — 
The fon. W. T, DICK (Cramaay), 


Winttiam Cameron, Iisa, 
Brian JAMES Dor, Ese. 
Davin Henry Drumonp, Isa, 


ee 


The Commitee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


Parkin Benjamin Pearson, compiler, Bureau of Statistics, sworn, and examined :— 


2. Chuirmain.| I understand you have prepared agricultural, pastoral, and dairying s'‘atistics regarding the 
They are as follows :— 


proposed railway ?—Yes. 


AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, AND DAIRYING STATISTICS, 


Holdings of 1 acre and upwards used for agricultural and pastoral 


purposes ;— 


| DB r : i 3 | e 
Police Patrol Season | 2 % 3 ieee gs | 3 
Districts. 4 As) : Groen : <2 | 52 
| cc Alienated. | andes am 2a 
No.| acres. | acres. | acres. | acres. 
1 1919-20 5 861 Viger? Ke 
- olan 1920-21} 6| 2,893| 5,651 6 
(Part) )) 921-22; g§| 5.495 | 6,891 8 
( 1919-20 56 | 32,212 | 152,912 il 
Drake (Part) )| 1920-21 | 57 31,731 | 165,408 37 - 
(| 1921-22 | 58 | 31,803 | 172,642} 59 i 
hag laaen 1919-20 | 135 | 102,910 | 114,011 685 358 
: (Part) 1920 21 | 139 | 108,272 | 110,849 § tl] 570 
1921-22 | 139 | 116,001 | 102,721 702 1,290 
{ 1919-20 | 43 31,040 His 231 We 
Casino (Part) ~| 1920-21 | 45 33,478 Live 281 8,895 
|| 1921-92 | 134 | 54,551 | 10,829 251 | 13,794 
1919-20 | 239 | 167,023 | 295,413 933 1,070 
Summary...... 1920-21 | 247 | 176,374 | 293,485 | 1,165 | 9,465 
1921-22 | 339 | 207,850 | 293,083 | 1,020 | 10,084 
J 
DETAILS OF CULTIVATION. 
Maize. Hay. ; | 
i istri Green All 
Police Patrol District. | Season. a Food. | Other 
Area. | Yield. | Area, | Yield. [erops 
| 
acres.| bushels ‘acres.| tons. jacres./acres 
1919-20 or ee see . 
Tenterfield Pas 1920-21 |. 6 83 | ene 
1921-22 8 96 ork : 
1919-20 | 11 150 og 
Drake (Part) -} 1920-21 | 31 390 | ss i ipaece 
1921-22 45 747 ne se 14 ae 
1919-20 | 554 | 17,487 28 60 &5 18 
Tabulam (Part) } 1920-21 | 659 | 12,987 | 44) 57|114| 24 
1921-22 , 451 | 12,970 Pay: Ban O20 Ja) bt 5 
\ 1919-20 | 196 | 5,457 A sae 4] BAA 
Casino (Part) ... 1920-21 | 198 | 7,218 eral) tee al) agra 
(| 1921 22 | 114 | 2,565) 2. | 2. | 137]... 
1919-20 | 761 | 23,091 28 60 | 126 18 
Summary ......... 1920-21 | 894 | 20,678 | 44] 57 | 203] 24 
1921-22 | 618 | 16,378 ata eleOmnabe 5 


Police Patrol District, 


LIVE-STocK AT 30TH JUNE, 


Tenterfield (Par ) 


Drake (Part) si... 


Tabulam (Part) 


Casino (Part) 


Sete eee 


| Caitle. 
Year. | Horses. | —— Sheep.| Swine. 
pies All Other. 

No. No. No. No. | No. 

1920 31 aS Oi he : 
ee 1921 36 29 44] nit 6 
1922 53 20 611 ae 6 
1920 772 49 | 11,528 | 45 2 
= 1921 739 47 | 11,361 47 8 
1922 781 ATW IZ 26 | 42 31 
1920 | 1,580 | 1,097 | 32,150 19 | 1,139 
re 1921 1413 | 1,070 | 28,228 | 47 | 1,361 
1922 | 1,285 | 1,054 | 31,319 | 159 788 
\ 1920 346 632 | 5,935 |) 152 606 
an 1921 545 905 | 7,247 | 160 798 
l) 1922 | 967 | 1,054] 9.604 |... | 1,136 
1920 | 2,729 | 1,778 | 50,000 | 216 | 1,747 
a 1921 | 2,733 | 2,051 | 47,277 | 254 | 2,173 
1922 | 3,086 | 2,175 | 53,828 | 201 | 1,961 


—_—— a ED 


Datry Propuction oN Farms puriInG YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE. 


Police Patrol District. Year, Milk. Butter. | Bacon, &e. 
| 
| Gallons. lb. lb. 
| 1920 | 900 1) 200) 4's. . 
Tenterfield (Part) ............ } | 1921 8,512 150 340 
| 1922 4,965 330 100 
{ 1920 TPO G ele 15950 a eee 
Drake (Chania aterm. coscns nes 1 1921 15,382 Mtoe S enened 
} | 1922 EDS SOOMMEEE he Soeh Ie once: 
1920 429,105 ASQ TAS eee 
SRV ar ((EEWAN | A conacconouaone | 1921 442,885 918 2,060 
| 1922 | 416,503 | 4,173 | 1,900 
( | 1920 326,815 4,144 759 
Casino; (axt\geeaeemar res look 612,045 TCO ed S0:s 
| | 1922 | 683,580 656 | 2,489 
| 1920 | 769,187 | 7,308 750 
Sumulary aesccmrs teeneccneces } 1921 | 1,078,824 | 3,924 4,143 
| 1922 | 1,120,318 | 5,159 4,489 


Datry PropucTioN IN FACTORIES. 


Police Patrol District, | Year. Butter. Cheese. 
ire Ne red. | 5 - | ; 
Tb. } 1b. 

1920 IG) 6730 eens se 

Tabu ainieen cancers en cite | 1921 70, SGSth este r 
: Tog ee 300; doom eens 

1920 S05; 022310 =osee. 
(WASiN Osee Hae rey ene e eatecernec eee 1921 2,644,996 13,500 
[) 1922 | 2,746,931 | 1,400 


Hotpincs oF 1 AcRE AND UPWARDS USED 


FOR AGRICULTURAL 


AND PasToRAL Purposes, 1921-22. 


Area series based on alienated Holdings. | 
| 


Area Occupied. 


area of holding, Alienated. eat 
alienated holdings. 

acres, No. acres, acres 

1 to OU Ma eactecasetacenees 4 SAayipeaereao ee 
Se CU ed oa sopm tiga cee 14 1,213 2,855 
TOMS; DU evens arenereasmeon: 65 10,958 11,418 
201; SOOM aro anotee ee iene 58 14,467 17,913 
BOM Ss AG Oto tercencen esac 55 18,924 31,812 
491 ,, DOO Meweecaseeeescnnee. 21 9,300 6,644 
S01 SOUS rads: 12 6,647 11,037 
CONE Ti OD ee etme  atetae 2 6 8,928 A ai} 

UO SOO Boe tet aegis. 6 4 CaO aati: 
801 ,, SOO decd usneenecncones 10 8,484 73,937 
SO TES ae OOO SIs ocateeenesivce scl 9 8,597 10,512 
TROD ree LEO saree ee hea 21 26,016 12,1C0 

LOO leet! OU ercstratn esac once fi 12,718 Soeieaeesis 

200 lente 4; OOO nee hect ions anise 2 GeOSOR iia ees. hee 
AS OO treme OOOO tecagetetsicn arent 2 8,263 5,603 
SLOOTE SS LO OO0 RS waneencaeenetencs 2 Te. 72¢ 4,324 
Overe! 0; O00tacres marcacee ae 3 53,798 29,100 
Total alienated holdings......... 297 297,850 219,391 
Consisting of Crown Lands only Oa i vee oe ae 73,692 
OU leet or ceteris 32 339 207,850 293,083 


3. What are the limits to which those statistics apply? — 
They commence 12 miles from Tenterfield and extend for 
12 miles on either side of the proposed line to within 12 


miles of Casino, 


553 


954 


THURSDAY ADA Pini 1928, 


resent: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHammay). 
The Hon. Joun Travers. Winuiam Cameron, Esa. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Francis Micuaen Burke, Esa. Davip Henry DrummMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line ot Railway from 
Tenterfield to Casino, 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, Department of Railways, sworn, 
and examined :— 
4. Chairman.] You have statements to submit sho ing the estimated cost in detail of the proposed railway !—Yes, I 


have two series of estimates. The first is for a line with a ruling grade of 1 in 25, with curves of 5 chains radius, and is as 
follows :— 


New South Wars GoverNMENT RAILWAYS-—CONSIRUCTION BRANCH.-—TENTERFIELD TO CASINO RAILWAY. 
STATEMENT showing estimated cost of a single line of railway with 60-Ib. rails, stone ballasted. Length of line, 86 miles 28 chains 
50 links Ruling grade, 1 in 25, with and against the load; minimum curve, 5 chains radius. 


Description of Work. Estimated Cost. | Summary. | Fi 
£ ck £ S.. dad £ 
HATED WOLES «sasies ast <setaennaaon reine antes dincncesteiee gaat edgpeind sa 0 Easle GeeeORO MEER elem celta ee cates a aansumotees 425,137 0 0 | Beer tort 4,923 
Minor bridges and @01Vertg:.i..05 .escnnaysststieece neem shee soe Uabaasuieee Ones Pes aeee tc enact MsemeNe Fine 193,;073.0. 0 | Rc 1GeiA 2,236 
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The following is the second statement of costs :— 


Witness---W. Hutchinson, 5 April, 1923, 


New Sourn WaAtEs GoveRNMENT RAILWwAys—Consrruction BRANOH.—TENTERFIELD TO Casino RAILWAY. 


STATEMENT showing estimated cost of a single line of railway with 6)-lb. rails, stone ballasted. Length of line, 86 miles 54 chains. 


Ruling grade, | in 50 with and against the load ; minimum curve, 10 chains radius. 


Standard wage, 14s. 5d. per day. 


ee 


Description of Work. | Estimated Cost. Summary. deh mls. 
eee Sie Cs as ml £ 
Darulivmonhk se wearers ee crt eos aes ce sie ction acs MEE eaee aati weeacna Meal Let eonhOdey OF MO Bivacs ctbasnemases 13,651 
PMA DRS OR VOLE ct cic La idoginc se ken isis: narujsaleoden tawesk « sdesehuaocawub bea fenck abbeeueseash RUS OSP EO RIO: Wieeonenean sce dukes 1,323 
a ee acy Cn oo nn at ee ceasing sale Ss Fodor oaskek vin tnaua nob oie jee hidereeess US UIASTO(GM hs AOI nomic soanactone re 1,523 
Be) 3 OE osincosned activ Gen Ab Mae Roe aA Sa en SEPA MEN Ue SOI) Shnecaeccnonccebana 393 
TERUTIN US, -c Scene loll pag ad GABE CIOB SIS RC eae SEG ea an DOr Gsm eat Oates en ceeste tartans 2,759 
Permanent-way material— 
(Sen eae “agin aecttgeobipacHubdo Bod BReoHaeeS MOG aCOs br te Tock Car ORE RE Baca Geen EAC aa £98,088 0 0 
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Station Building—-Passenger stations, £5,390 ; concrete platforms, £4,007 ; loading 
banks, £6,066; trucking yards, £2,080; goods sheds, £1,950; residences, £11255 
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I should like to explain those two statements. The Com- 
mittee will notice that the Railway Commissioners, as 
stated in the official report read to the Committee by the 
Under-Secretary for Public Works, put down the cost as 
£1,779,469, the length of line being 85 miles 264 chains, 
the ruling gradient 1 in 25, and the sharpest curve 5 chains 
radius. The estimate of cost which I have put before the 
Committee to day is very much lower than that. There 
are two reasons, one of which is that in the estimate of 
£1,779,000 odd the section of the line from Tabulam to 
Casino is taken with ] in 50 grade and 10 chaincurves The 
first two sections, Tenterfield to Sandy Creek, and Sandy 
Creek to Tabulam, are the portions with 5-chain curves and 
lin 25 grade. Jn my estimate we have extended the 5-chain 
curves and the 1 in 25 grade 20 miles 53 chains into the 
section from Tabulam to Casino, leaving only a length of 
15 miles 21 chains, where the country is practically flat, and 
where there would be no object in putting in steeper grades 
and sharper curves, That decreases the earthworks con- 
siderably. With the reduction in the wage to-day, 14. 5d. 
as against 15s, 9d., there is also a considerable difference, 
That explains why I have been able to submit a lower 
estimate of cost as compared with that submitted by the 
Railway Commissioners through the Under-Secretary for 
Public Works. This lower estimate of cost has only 
recently been made. As to the other estimate, with 
10-chain curves and 1 in 50 grades, I thought it right, as 
we had the survey, to have an estimate prepared, and to 
place it, as well as the other, before the Committee. 

». Although there is a difference of cost in the two 
estimates, they are for a line of practically similar length ? 
—Yes, it is remarkable that they both come out the same 
length. ‘ 

6. The contour curves make very little difference in the 
Igngth, although they do in the cost ?1—Yes, strange to say, 
they make very little difference, 

7. What amount have you set down for rails?—In this 
latest estimate of cost, £12 a ton. The cost might be less 
than that when the line is built. 


Average cost per mile, £28,714. 


8. What is the length of the contract you now have for 
rails with Hoskins, Limited, or with the Newcastle Steel 
Works '—With Hoskins, Limited, we have a contract for 
the supply of 10,000 tons of 60-lb. rails and 10,000 tons 
of 80-lb, rails, and they have to give us 1,000 tons a month. 
Sometimes they do, and sometimes they do not. 

9. Mr. Travers.| What are you paying for sleepers !— 
Tn this latest estimate I allow 6s. 6d. 

10. What is the meaning of the difference in the cost of 
rails, having in mind the above statements of costs 
submitted by you?—The higher amount is for the short 
curves. With curves of 8 chains radius a check rail is 
necessary, and | have had to add the cost. 

1]. On the smaller carves the cost of rails and fastenings 
is higher !— Decidedly. 

12. Can the rolling stock required on a 1 in 25 grade be 
used on the ordinary railway?—Yes. On the 5-chain 
curves you would have to use bogey trucks. You would 
require t) use spe_ial locomotives on those curves. We are 
now building two lines with these curves. We have the 
old A class locomotive. On the centre wheels the flanges 
have been taken off, and they go aroun the curves fairly 
well, 

13. Could the trucks be used on the main railway ¢-— 
They would be the same class of truck but you would have 
to use all bogey rolling stock on. these sharp curves, so that 
the ordinary rolling stock would not be interchangeable. 
The line would require special rolling stock. 

14. Do I understond that it would mean new equipment 
for the line ?—In the way of locomotives I think it would, 
and additional trucks would be necessary. 

15. Could some of the old trucks be converted ?— No, the 
shorter trucks would have too long a wheel base. 

16. Is the carrying capacity of those trucks equal to that 
of the trucks used on the ordinary railway system !—Yes ; 
the carrying capacity of the bogey trucks is from 16 to 40 
tons. You cquid not use the 10 or 15-ton ordinary trucks 
on this line. 
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Witnesses—-W. Hutchinson and T. Kennedy, 5 April, 1923, 


17. Afr, Drummond.] I notice that the estimated cost of 
station works on the line is higher in one estimate submitted 
by you than it is in the other ; why should that be so, con- 
sidering that both estimates Be cost are for a Jine of aia 


length ?—' [here is a slight difference in the working out of ' 


the: eines, and in the station buildings. That is all. 

Even allowing for the difference in “grade, why should 
ate beva difference in cost ?—I did not think it necessary 
to make a variation, but in taking out quantities on the 
one Lue they were put down at a certain figure, and we 
did not copy the same figures for the other. They were 
quite independent, There is a difference of £3,000. You 
might cut down the station works. You must recognise 
thst for station works at this stage it is almost impossible 
to arrive at a really satisfactory estimate, because we really 
do not know the conditions, nor do we know what stations 
we shall require. Supposing the line is constructed, the first 
thing done is for the Station Sites Board to go into the 
district and meet the people, aud find out what are their 
views as to stations, and, as far as possible, to meet the 
pevple’s desires in the matter, The Station Sites Board makes 
a recommendation regarding the work required to the Rail- 
way Commissioners, who approve or disapprove of it. 
Thea detail drawings are got out, and the actual cost is 
asceria’ned. ‘These estimates to-day are not got out to that 
nicety. We have made a calculation allowing for certain 
requirements. I think we could have put down £51,900 
for the £47,000 odd. F 

19. 1 do not understand why the difference in the grade 
and curves should make any difference in the cost of station 
buildings?—I could give you details showing just how 
those quantities are made up. 

20, Why a line with heavier grade should require greater 
water supplies than a line of lighter grade is not clear to 
me as a layman ?—The one would ba » more permanent 
line and would take a heavier load and the engines would 
want more water. With streper grades the loads are light 
because the engine cannot take them, A locomotive wou'd 
not draw more than 90 tons altogether up these graces. 

21. If the load on one line is not heavier to draw w hy 
do you have a lighter load ?— Because the engine could not 
pull more than a certain load onal in 25 grade. You 
can put a more powerful engine on a 10-chain curve and 
1 in 50 grade line than you can on a 5-chain curve line, 
but you cannot put the same rolling stock on it. 

22. I understand that on the narrower curves you 
cannot run as heavy an engine as you can on the bigger 
curves !—That is so. 

23. I notice that you have Pa down for equipment of 
gangs on the easier grade line £1,375, whereas on the 
steeper grade line, with narrower curves, you allow £1,500. 
Does that represent the difference in wear and tear ?—The 
equipment of gangs on the steeper line is more expensive 
than it is on the other. 

24, Does that represent the cost of extra wear and 
tear ?—It would represent extra tools. The equipment of 
the gangs is simply a question of tools. When we have 
finished construction work the maintenance branch takes 
over the line, and they want to charge to the Construction 


Vote the cost of equipment of tools fur each gang. They 
‘would vary a little, according to the class of line. That is 


the reason for the difference. 

25. Would the station works on the line with broader 
curves and easier grades be necessarily of a more permanent 
character than the works on the narrower grade line ?—On 
the narrower grade line you would have much shorter trains, 


and therefore you would have shorter platforms. You do 
not require the same accommodation as arme. Withsteep 


grades you must ‘necessarily have much shorter trains, and 
you do not require the same station accommodation, ‘The 
platforms would be shorter. Platfsrms are a fa‘rly bi 
item. At every station we have a platform. 

T have noticed thit at some of the sidings in the 
south-west the Department has departed from that prin- 
ciple ?—I know of no such departure during the last twenty 
years, as far as [ remember, with the exce; tion of IXunana, 
on the Gilmore—Batlow line. If any Hauethite had been 
made in the south cr south-west in that regard it has not 
been done in recent years.. Mr. Eddy, when Chief Railway 


Commissioner, introduced the doing away of platforms 
altogether, and on lines built in his time platforms were cut 
out. It was afterwards found inconvenient to cut them 
out and they were all rebuilt, and since that time they have 
been built, except in the instance of Kunana, where only a 
small platform is being provided. 

It seems that in the class of country through which 
the proposed railway will pass. if you have lighter grades 
you necessarily have much more tunnelling ‘and greater 
earthworks in order to obtain that grade (There is no 
doubt about it, 

28. It has been suggested that it is practicable to cheaply 
generate hydro- electric power in this part of the North 
Coast district ;—if that power were generated steeper grades 
and sharper curves could be used, and the extra cost of 
generating that hydro-electricity would be made up by the 
great saving effected in the cost of running the railway ; 
haye you any opinion to offer on that !—If you had hydro- 
electric power with which to run your trains you would 
require fairly good curves, but you could have steeper grades. 
Probably you might have 1 in 40 grades, on which your 
locomotive could pull a good load, but I question whether ii 
you came down to a grade of 1 in 25, even with electric 
power, you would be able to haul a heavy train load. Ido 
not think you could. There is no question that electric 
power would make a tremendous difference in the develop- 
ment of the railways in this area. 
great deal, 


Thomas Kennedy, Mngineer for Railway and Tramway 
Surveys, Department of Railways, sworn, and 
examined :— 

29. Chairman.| Will you give the Committee your 
opinion of the country to be served by the proposed rail- 
way !—Yes. From Tenterfield, for about 7 or 8 miles 
along the route of the line, the country is practically 
settled and served. From that point to within about 7 
miles of Tabulam the country is rough and broken and 
ean be classed as pastoral land, used mainly for raising 
cattle. Ciose to Tabulam the country is wejl improved, 
and is good grazing land. Both up and down the Clarence 
River the land is “good, consisting mainly of alluvial flats 
along the river, with the uplands well improved. That 
portion down the river below Tabulam is held in large 
holdings. Both Tabulam and Yugilbar are large cattle 
runs, principally in the hands of two owners. Above 
Tabulam the country opens out into into a large number of 
creeks, and is held in smaller holdings up to Bonalbo and 
Oid Bonalbo. There is good settlement there, comprising 
about 300 people, most of whom are dairy farming. There 
are also some sawmills in the district. The settlement is 
flourishing. The land has been subdivided, and is suitable 
for dairy-farming, but it is too far from the market to 
be profitably carried on. The land is good enough for 
ordinary farming. From Tabulam to Casino the country 
s all fit for closer settlement, and as you approach Casino 
the land is very closely settled. It is principally of volcanic 
formation, well watered, with alluvial flats along the 
creeks. The proposed railway would practically run 
through the southern end of Dyraaba settlement, which 
land was purchased from the Barnes’ estate and cut up. It 
is now being settled. 

30, On the first section of the proposed line from Ten- 
terfield down towards Tabulam the country is rough, and 
suitable only for pastoral occupation ?—Yes, after you get 
away from the influence of Tenterfield. The valleys are 
narrow and the hills are steep. Small portions of country 
at Sandy Hollow and at Cheviot Hills are suitable for 
farming, but those areas ave limited. 

31. Would it be difficult to make roads giving access to 
the line north and south?—I do not think you would get 
any produce on the south of the line beciuse the hills are 
too steep, but north of the line there are tracks and roads. 
There is not much to warrant roads being put in to the 
south. ‘There would be no difficulty in making roads. 

32. Mr. Drummond.| It is claimed that although the 
country along the route of the proposed railway between 
Tenterfield and Tabulam is on the rough side, when you go 


It would cheapen it a 
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Witnesses—T. Kennedy, 5 April, and J. E. H. Kennedy, 6 April, 1923, 


off the road, particularly to the south, you enter some rich 
pockets. When you were making a survey of the line did 
you visit the country to the south between Tenterfield, 
Drake, and Tabulam?—TI have not been south of Drake. 
The country is very rough immediately to the south, where 
you get on to the Timbarra River, North of Drake there 
is better land in the Cheviot Hills. 

33. The land T have in mind was represented to be 
between Drake and Tenterfield on the southern side ?—TI 
know of no gocd land in there. It was considered to be 
very rough in that direction. 

34. You were a member of the Cabinet sub-committee 


which inquired into land for settlement on the North 
Coast ?—Yes. 

35. Did you in the course of your inquiry examine 
witnesses!—No. We simply asked the local people to give 
their opinions. We had meetings nearly every night, but 
we held no formal inquiry. 

36. What time did you give to inquiring into the country 
between Tenterfield and Casino?— About two weeks, We 
travelled from Tabulam down to Grafton, and from Tabulam 
to Bonalbe, up to the head of Doubtful Creek, and 
inspected the country through to the Queensland border. 

37. Having in mind the geological formation of that dis- 
trict, what is your opinion of its suitability for the building 
of a railway ?—Any line will stand on it. It is quite hard 
enough. 

38, I asked that question because it has been represented 
to me that in certain parts of the tableland country the 
formation is apt to be loose. I want your opinion as to 
whether the country through which the proposed railway 
would pass is different from that 1—Yes, it is quite suitable 
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for railway construction. At the head of Cataract River 
there are some broken places, but that has been avoided. 

39. What is the country like between Tabulam and 
Casino, from a railway construction standpoint !—It is all 
sound, 

40. Mr. Travers.| Does the country to the north of the 
line offer better prospects, from the standpoint of bringing 
revenue to the railway, than the country to the south ?— 
Yes, so far as I know. ‘To the north the country opens out 
into good grazing land, with some small ailuvial flats on the 
creeks. 

41, In your opinion, the country is, generally, bettrr to 
the north of the proposed line than it is to. the south ?— 
Yes; Ihave not heard about any good land to the south 
of the line, except that above Sandy Hollow, which is near 
Tenterfield. 

42. You expect that the bulk of the revenue would be 
derived from the country to the north of the proposed 
line ?— Yes. 

43. Mr. Doe.| In speaking of grazing country, do you 
mean that the land is used for grazing apart from dairying /— 
The country I referred to would be hardly useful for 
dairying as it is too rough and steep. Of course there may 
be small patches there suitable for dairying. 

44, I understand that not much of that country is being 
used for dairying at present?—I do not know that any of 
it is being so used. 

45. But nearer Casino?—That is all dairying country 
and is closely settled. Dairying is being carried on at 
Bonalbo. The settlers could carry on dairying at ‘Tabulam 
if land were available, but at. present it is held by the 
Barnes and the Ogilvies in big areas 
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Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crrairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Franers Micuart Burke, Esa. 


Wittum Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Tenterfield to Casino. 


John Edmond Harold Kennedy, Chief Draftsman, Depart- 
ment of Lands, sworn, and examined :— 


46. Chairman.] You have a statement to submit 
showing the nature of the holdings in the district to be 
served by the proposed railway ?— Yes, it is as follows :— 


Proposep RarLwAY—TENTERFIELD TO CASINO. 


Acres, 
Alienated lands (tinted blue)— (about) 
Including conditional purchases, conditional leases, conditional 
purchase leases, settlement purchases, homestead selections, and 
homestead farms... 6c ...c..ss0s0c0ress A OCU DOLE OU IG SOaTaIROROLTS 445,100 
Reserved lands, about 179,400 acres— 
About *110,200 acres not held under any tenure (tinted green) .... 110 200 
% 69,200 ,, held under lease and occupation license (edged ¢ 
green) 
” 179,400 ,, 
Leased lands (hatched blue)— about 
Settlement leases (including about 800 acres reserves).. 9,600 acres 
Special ” ” ” 3,700 ” ” 6,700 ” | 
Crown ‘3 % 9 35,200 ,, “9 174,600. ,, > 190,900 
About 39,700 ,, ; 190,900 ,, | 
Crown lands (tinted oa j : : See 
Held under occupation license 
eae is (including about 29,500 ,, 7 31,000 ,, 
te ween OOS ae oe i ee . * e 
Ce ier rai 28,100 ” 59,100 
(About 69,200 acres reserves) 59,100 ,, i 
Total area about...... weuonoce 805,300 


“It is probable that part of these reserved and untenanted Crown lands may be 
held under annual leases, particulars of which are not available at Head Office. 


J, E. H. KENNEDY, 


Department of Lands, Chief Draftsman, 


Sydney, 6th April, 1923, 


Prorosep Rainway---TENYERFIELD 'ro CASINO. 
Limits of affected area. 


The limits of the area which would be influenced by the construc- 
tion of the proposed railway Tenterfield to Casino, have been 
restricted, in accordance with instructions received, to 12 miles 
from each side of the proposed line, and are shown on the map pro- 
duced by a firm red band. On account of existing railways, the 
limits in question are indicated on map on the western side, about 
midway between the existing railway from Sydney to Brisbane, and 
the proposed line to the boundary dividiug the State of New South 
Wales from that of Queensland, and by that boundary generally 
northerly till it meets the 12 mile limit from the proposed railway, 
and on the eastern side the limits are shown about midway between 
the existing railway—Sydney-Casino-K yogle—and the one proposed. 

The 12 mile zone is shown on the northern and southern sides of 
the proposed line. Extension beyond the other limits indicated, to 
cover that zone on each side of the proposed railway, would include, 
on the western side, lands within the sphere of the existing railway 
to Brisbane and partly in the State of Queensland, and on the 
eastern side would include lands within the sphere of the existing 
railway indicated. 


Concerning the lands within the limits shown, the following 
particulars are submitted :— 


Untenanted Crown Lands. 


The total amount of untenanted Crown lands is about 28,100 acres, 
part of which, about 13,600 acres, was, from time to time, set apart 
under the provisions of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, 
between November, 1908, and November, 1922, for the following 
forms of tenure :—About 200 acres (remnant) for original conditional 
purchase or conditional lease ; about 2,200 acres for homestead 
farms; about 8,300 acres for Crown lease; about 2,400 acres 
for additional holdings, and about 500 acresf or additional Crown 


957 


558 


Witnesses—J. E. H. Kennedy and C. A. Hodgson, 6 April, 1923. 


8 


leases. The capital value of these lands, exclusive of those set 
apart for Crown leases, varies from 11s. 8d. per acre in parish of 
Boonoo Boonoo, county of Buller, and parishes of Barney Downs, 
Timbarra, and Colongon, county of Clive, to 40s. per acre in parish 
of Robertson, also in county of Buller. 

Out of the total area of Crown lands available for settlement 
within the limits referred to, about 4,100 acres have been lately 
applied for as additional holdings, homestead farms, and additional 
Crown Lease. No confirmation of the applications has yet been 
reported at Head Office. 


Country :—Undulating to mountainous; granite, basalt, and 
ironstone formation. 

Soil :—Sandy, stony, and gravelly, chocolate in parts. 

Timber :—Gum, oak, tallow-wood, ironbark, stringybark, 
bloodwood, mahogany, blackbutt, box, apple, messmate, 
honeysuckle, peppermint, teak, and silky oak. 


Forest Reserves. 


There are thirteen Forest Reserves with a total area of about 
85,000 acres. Ten of these (three of which are only partly within 
the limits of the affected area) have been dedicated as State Forest 
and have an aggregate area of about 80,800 acres. 


Country :—Undulating to hilly and steep; rocky, mountain- 
ous ridges; basalt, granite, trap, slate, and ironstone 
formation. 

Soil :—Sandy, stony, and gravelly, partly red. 

Timber :—Spotted and red gum, stringybark, tallow-wood, 
bloodwood, turpentine, brush box, forest oak, mahogany, 
grey gum, grey box, ironbark, apple, beech, teak, silky 
oak, corkwood, rosewood, and red cedar. 


There are no inconvertible leases within the limits of the area 
influenced by the proposed railway. 


Closer Settlement Purchase Areas. 


It will te noticed that the area atlected by the proposal under 
consideration contains six Closer Settlement Purchase Areas and 
part (about 19,000 acres) of Dyraaba Soldiers Group Settlement 
Area, within its limits. The total acreage of these areas is about 
22,200 acres. 

All the above areas were acquired by the Government under the 


as of Disposal Disposal 
Settlement Purchase Acre- Date of S53 average average 
Area. age. acquisition. os price price 
45 | per acre. per farm. 
aoe eoee oa ee ee i a Ho SW te Ee 
Acres. | See Ce oan sor 
Wooroowoolgen?.| 549| 3 Mar., 1914 3] 612 01,208 7 1 
| (about). 
Do 6°37) 1,004 | 13 Now... LOFG: 4 512 611,411 8 7 
Do sea) 379) 14 Beb., 1920 2110 0 0 [895 0 0 
Tapps circ cete ss) MSOC We2O Ct ROO an 315 O /3,000 0 0 
Simpkinseene at 197 | 17 Jan , wet ] 8 0 011,576 0 0 
Boyless,..2. -. i) «208 | Zo-April 1921/25) 19 19 890125452 seg 
Dyraaba (No. 31) *~ | 25 rune, LO20: ee 515 0 1,363 0 0 
Soldiers’ Group | | 
Settlement | | | 
Area. | 


*Large part (about 19,000 acres within). 


All the farms in the Settlement Purchase Areas were applied for 
and allotted by the Minister, excepting in Wooroowoolgen ‘‘4” 
area, which is the subject of conflicting applications. 

With regard to Dyraaba : No. 31) Soldiers’ Group Set'lement Area, 
there are still twenty-four and part of two farms within the limits 
of the affected area unallotted, eight of which have been applied for 
and occupied, but not yet confirmed; three are reserved, and the 
remainder are unoccupied. 

It may be mentioned that within the limits of the affected area, 
in addition to the 28,100 acres of untenanted Crown lands above- 
mentioned, there are about 110,200 acres of reserved lands not held 
under any tenure other thap annual tenure, and about 31,000 acres 
of Crown lands held under occupation license, making a total of 
about 169,300 acres of unalienated Crown lands. 


Rainfall. 


The average annual rainfall on the affected area varies from about 
324 inches, at Tenterfield, to about 434 inches at Casino. 


Charles Austin Hodgson, Chief Trafic. Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, swori, and examined :— 


47. Chairman.| You have some information to submit 
respecting the proposed railway?—Yes, I have a statement, 
as follows :— I 


Proposed Ratbway, TENTERFIELD TO Casino, 85 MILEs. 


The following is a copy of my report to the Commissioners under 
date of the 14th November, 1922 :— 

The last statutory report on this proposal was made by the Com- 
missioners on the 380th November, 1908, when the estimated cost of 


construction was set down at £681,710, upon vhich t!e interest 
charge was calculated at 33 per cent., amounting to £:38,8€0 per 
annum. The revised estimate now furnished by t"e Chief Engine>r 
for Railway Construction, increases the cort to 1,779,469, and the 
interest charge on this sum must now be debited at 54 per cent., 
which would make the annual charge £97,870. It will thus be seen 
that the difference in the charge for interest alone amounts to 
£74,010 per annum. 

T am informed that when the estimate was mide in 1908, the 
minimum wage was about 7s. per day, and that rails and other 
materials were obtainable at bed-rock prices, which accounts for 
the large difference between the two estimates. 

The present estimate of cost provides, as was formerly the case, 
tor a ruling grade of 1 in 25 and curves of 5 chains radius over a 
length of 50 miles betwecn Tenterfield and Tabulam, and for the 
remainder of the distance between Tabulam and Casino, 35 miles, 
the ruling grade is 1 in 50 and curves of 10 chains radius. I need 
hardly say that the construction of a line of this character would 
not be in keeping with modern practice, and that the cost of 
working would be very expensive, necessitating.a special type of 
engine to operate the line. 

From a national standpoint this proposal has been regarded as an 
alternative one for connecting the tableland with the coast for 
direct shipment, and in this respect it has had consideration in 
association with the proposals from Glen Innes to Grafton and 
Guyra to Coff’s Harbour, but as the Government has not yet deter- 
mined whether a deep-sea port is to be established, or at what point 
on the coast, there is nothing new to advise in regard to this par- 
ticular aspect of the matter. From the standpoint of local or 
intermediate requirements, however, the circumstances have some- 
what changed since the last investigation was made. In the first 
place, the mining industry at Drake has practically ceased to exist ; 
in the second place, the disabilities previously suffered by having to 
travel fat cattle from the coast to the tablelands for trucking to 
markets have disappeared owing to the fact that the cattle stations 
have, or are being, subdivided into small holdings for dairying pur- 
poses; and in the third place, the North Coast railway from 
Maitland to South Grafton has been completed, with the exception 
of a short break between Macksville and Raleigh (that is now 
Macksville and Urunga) which it is expected will be open for 
traffic in about twelve months. By this route Casino anl Lismore 
will have the advantage of a rail connection which previously did 
not exist, and a faster train service than that via Tenterfield will 
eventually be provided. 

While these phases are distinctly adverse to the ; resent proposal, 
it should also be emphasised that the land to be served betwecn 
Tenterfield and Tabulam (50 miles) is, with few exceptions, practi- 
cally unoceupied, and is likely to remain so on account of its 
unsuitability for settlement, but from Tabulam to Casin) (35 miles) 
the area is capable of close settlement and preduction, and with 
further development will, no doubt, become a useful feeder to the 
North Coast line, in which direction the trend of traffie mast be- 

Tam not in a position to submit any estimate of working costs or 
revenue, beyond stating that it would seem to be inevitable that the 
revenue would fall considerably short of meeting the working 
expenses, apart from the hcavy burden of annual interest charge of 
£97,870 on the capital expenditure, exclusive of the cost of special 
rolling stock. 

48. Since the first estimate of £1,779,469 was presented 
to the Committee Mv. Hutchinson, Engineer-in-Chief for 
Railway Construction, has submitted two other estimates 
of costs, one of £1,382,000 odd, for a line carrying shorter 
curves and steeper grades, 15 miles past Tabulam, which 
accounts for the reduction, Considering that shorter curves 
and steeper grades are against modern practice that esti- 
mate is open to objection ?—That is so. 

49. Mr. Hutchinson also submitted an estimate of 
£2,488,786 for a line right through with ruling grade of 1 
in 50 and minimum curves of 10 chains radius. <A railway 
built on those lines is not open to the objection which ycu 
urge as not being in accordance with modern practice /— 
Correct. 

50. On the other hand it would considerably increase the 
interest charge on the proposed line, which makes your 
concluding paragraph look “worse, and from your point 
of view the line still finds less favour !— That is so. 

51. Do you know anything about the country to be 
traversed by the proposed line !—Yes, I have been over it 
many times. 

52. Do you consider that there would be much develop- 
ment in dairying if the line were constructed ?—No. 

53. Is dairy produce profitable freight for the railways? 
—Generally speaking, no. I should like to qualify that 
statement. I refer to the produce of tke dairies. There 
is.an advantage to the Railway Department getting the 
country closer settled, because we get the “travel” of the 
people and all the goods that they consume. The actual 
produce itself does not pay the department 
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54. Mr. Drwmmond.| In your statement I notice the 
following paragraph :— 

In the second place the disabilities previously suffered by having 
to travel fat cattle from the coast to the tablelands for trucking to 
markets have disappeared owing to the fact that the cattle stations 
have, or are being, subdivided into small holdings for dairying 
purposes. 

Does not that statement rather conflict with the statement 
that the land to be served by a railway between Tenterfield 
and Tabulam for 50 miles is, with a few exceptions, practi- 
cally unoccupied and likely to remain so because of its 
unsuitability for settlement?—Yes. The trouble was that 


stock grown in the Casino or Lismore districts, in order to 

2 sent to market, had to be driven to Tenterfield, which 
is a very long way. From Casino to Tabulam the land is 
suitable for closer settlement, but the land between Tenter- 
field ard Tabulam is unsuitable for that purpose. The 
nearer you get to Tenterfield the less objection there is to 
the distance which stock have to be driven. tae it 

55. Your statement regarding subdivision refers a}most 
entirely to the land between Tabulam and Casino, and not 
to the country between Tenterfield and Tabulam?—Yes, 
because that is unoccupied, 


MONDAY, 9 APRIL, 1923. 


(The Committee met at the Council Chambers, 


Tenterfeld.) 


Yresent:— 


The Hon. JoHn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicuaEt Burke, Esq. 


The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuarmay). 


WiturAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Dayip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


erences a 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Tenterfield to 
Casino. 


Walter Sunnyside, 


Humphreys, farmer and _ grazier, 
Tenterfield, sworn, and examined :— 

56. Chairman.] What is the length of your experience 
in and about this district !—Practically a lifetime—forty- 
seven years. I specialise in fattening sheep and sending 
them down to the rivers. Last year I sent 8,000 fat sheep 
to one firm alone. If the proposed railway were constructed 
we could dispose of 150,000 sheep annually over there. 

57, On what area were those 8,000 sheep fattened ?— 
They were not all fattened about here. I bought some 
from west of my place and roaded them down. The rivers 
have to depend on Homebush, where they buy sheep and 
bring them up by sea. There are no railway facilities at 
all. On those 8,000 sheep I estimate the depreciation in 
going down would be 8 lb. per sheep. 

58. What is the size of your area?—1,000 acres. J am 
on the western side of the line, and mine is better than the 
average country. 

59. With railway connection to the coast where would 
you find a market?—Generally in the towns on the 
northern rivers. 

60, You think this district would be able to supply all 
the northern rivers with mutton ?— Yes, though I do not 
say all the sheep would be fattened around Tenterfield. 
But people on the rivers could get fresh mutton. Whereas 
at present it takes a fortnight or three weeks to get sheep 
ie by the road, the railway would take them down in a 

ay. 

61. Do you get more inquirics from the rivers for fat 
sheep than you can supply ?—Yes. I could have supplied 
five times as many last year. There are others in the same 
business, and I supplied only one firm in Lismore alone. 

62, You consider there would be a continuous traffic in 
fat sheep towards the coast if the line were built ?— Yes. 

63. Mr. Cameron.) You think sheep depreciate to the 
extent of about 2s. a head on the road ?—It would be more. 
Tt would be 8 lb. at 9d. per lb. 

64. Seeing that the railway will cost £28,000 per mile 
to construct, or with steeper grades and sharper curves 
£15,000, that would be a very:small item in providing 
traffic /—I admit it would not be much, but it is an item. 
Sheep form only one link in the chain. 

65. Mr. Drummond.| In answer to a question Mr. 
Hodgson, Chief Traffic Manager, said :—“'The disabilities 
previously suffered by having to travel fat cattle from the 
coast to the tableland for tracking t> markets have dis- 
appeared owing to the fact that cattle stations have been 
or are being subdivided into small holdings for dairying 
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purposes.” Do you agree with the statement that the 
disabilities of trucking stock from that side has dis- 
appeared !—TI do not, but Iam not very conversant with 
them. 

66, Another official statement is that the land to be 
served between Tenterfield and Tabulam is in few excep- 
tions practically unoccupied and likely to remain so, on 
account of its unsuitability for settlement ?—That is all 
“bunkum.” There is very good land there, and evidence 
will be brought to show that later on. That land can be 
utilised to good advantage and made to pay ; but it would 
deceive a good many people unless they went some distance 
off the road, 

67. Are you of opinion that if the proposed line were 
built that country would be suitable for dairying?—Yes, 
and also for fruit-growing. 

68. Chairman.] Is any of the country which you sry 
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would be taken up between Tenterfield and Tabulam now , 


unoccupied ?—TI should not say it is, but it is in large areas. 
It could be brought under closer settlement if there were 
facilities for getting produce to market. Another point J 
wish to stress is with regard to introducing fat stock to 
the river towns and to trade in that direction downwards. 
Of course [ do not know whether there would be reciprocal 
trade from the rivers up here, 

69. Mr. Doz.| You say it takes about three wecks to 
get sheep dewn to the river towns ?—From 14 to 20 days. 
It takes 12 days to go to Casino. 

70. Is there a proper s‘ock route from here to Casino ?— 
Yes, but it is a very rough track and not suitable for 
travelling sheep. 

71. Is there reasonable sabsistenc2 on it?—No, not 
beneficial. 

72. What width is there? Up tv 30 chains; but it is 
very mountainous as far as Tabulam. 

75. The sheep are distributed from Lismore ?—Yes, and 
from Casino. 


George Purvis Smith, grazier, Tenterfield, sworn, and 

examined :— 

74. Mr, Cameron.] What area of land have you ?—3,000 
acres. It is on the eastern side & miles out, and about 4 
miles from the proposed railway route. T havea dairy farm, 
and do a small amount of breeding as well as fattening, 

75. Do you carry on fiitering successfully ?—Yeu. 

76. Where do you send yeur »'ock }--To Homebvsi 
trick it at Tenterfie'd. 
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77. What acreage do you allow for fattening About 5 
acres to the beast. I have from 30 to 40 cows in milk and 
40 to 50 acres under corn used for dairying. The cream 
comes to the factory here. 

78. Have you been dairying for any length of time !— 
Two years. It is very profitable. 

79. Is there much land similar to yours along the pro- 
posed route as far as Tabulam ?— Yes 

80. What do you say with regard to the country which 
the official report quoted says is practically unoccupied !— 
There is a very small area unoccupied, but at present it is 
held in comparatively large holdings, though too small at 
that, on account of there being no facilities to market 
produce or stock, 

81. How far out do you consider you could carry on 
dairying profitably /— Not more than 12 to 15 miles. 

82. But if there were a number of dairies and a motor 
lorry on the road ?—Up to 20 miles. 

83. Under what form of occupation is that land held ?—It 
is under mixed tenures, freehold, and of later years mostly 
under leasehold— that is Crown leases. It is only now being 
improved, 

84. What would be a living area of that land within 
12 miles of the railway if it were built?—It is very hard 
to say; the country varies so much be!ween here and 
Tabulam. On some land this side of Tabulam it would 
take a very small area, but nearer here much more would 
be necessary. The worst Jand is about 15 miles from here, 

85. That is where the railway influence would start !— 
Yes, but itis only of comparatively small area. Ishould say 
there is only about 10,000 acres of poor land. 

86. That would be suitable for what?—Only timber, A 
lot cf it is forest reserve, 

87. In the event of a railway being built through do you 
think it would carry a fair amount of settlement between 
10 miles from here and Tabulam?—Yes, The poor country 
is actually a narrow belt on the Tenterfield-Casino road, 
extending for only a small distance on either side. ‘The 
worst part of it is on the northern side of the road at the 
17-mile peg. Immediately behind that you get on to 
Boonoo Boonoo country, which is quite equal to the Stan- 
thorpe district for fruit-growing. It is covered by a huge 
mineral belt of low-grade ore, which in my opinion could 
be worked if there were reisonable means of getting it to 
market. At present it has all to be drawn out by bullock 

_drays. Beyond that again is a vast area of timber which 
at present supports one sawmill at Boonoo Boonoo. That 
is over 3,000 feet above sea level, and drops away on to 
good grazing land, ‘There are about 25,000 acres of 
improved land with a fair area of decent farming land as 
well, which would be immediately suitable for dairying if 
the railway were built. There is about 10,000 acres of 
virgin forest carrying the best hardwood. The only timber 
taken off it was some ironbark sleepers for the main 
northern railway. There is a huge mineral belt also 
through that country. ‘There are mines there now which 
the miners say would be a payable proposition if they had 
transport to get concentrates away. In there too there 
is a vast number of small waterfalls, besides the Boonoo 
Boonoo falls, which could be dammed at very small 
expense and harnessed for the benefit of the timber and 
mining industries there. 

88. Are there any big holdings along the route of the 
proposed line ?—There are two this side of Tabulam. 

89. Would they be suitable for dairying?—Yes My 
3,000 acres would be ideally suited for subdivision for 
dairying purposes, and 14 miles out of Tenterfield is another 
area of country suitable for subdivision. 

90. Afr. Drummond.| Do you agree with the statement 
that the country between 'Tabulam and Casino is suitable 
for closer settlement !— Yes, it is. 

91. You do not agree with the official statement that 
between Tenterfield and Tabulam the country is, with 
few exceptions, practically unoccupied, and likely to remain 
so, on account of its unsuitability for settlement ?—I do 
not. It is all practically taken up with the exception of 
areas of 2,000 or 3,000 ares here and there. 


92. What percentage of the country between Tenterfield 
and Tabulam is suitable for dairying or mixed farming !— 
From 25 to 30 per cent. 

93, Assuming the railway were built would that per- 
centage of country be sufficiently accessible to enable it to 
be used to the fullest extent ?—It would, absolutely. 

94. The official statement says that the question of 
trucking stock has been solved because of the building of 
the North Coast line, which will give a faster route to the 
south. Would you say that statement is correct !—No, I 
should not say so. ae 

95. Are many stock brought this way from the Tabulam 
district ?—Yes, there is a great number brought up here. 

96. The official statement stresses the point that the 
country having been subdivided between Tenterfield and 
Tabulam the whole difficulty of having to drove from that 
direction north has been overcome because the country has 
been largely broken up for closer settlement and dairying. 
Do you know of cattle being brought here from east of 
Tabulam for trucking purposes ?—Not recently, but until 
six months ago they always brought their cattle here from 
slightly north-east of Tabulam to truck to market. Cattle 
from Bonalbo always used to come here, 

97, Ave many pigs raised near the proposed route between 
Tenterfield and Tabulam?-—I understand there are a great 
number of pigs raised in the Woodenbong district and they 
have to feed the maize to them because getting it to market 
costs so much. 

98. Do you consider that the country between Tenterfield 
and Tabulam is practically unoccupied }—No, it is taken up 
in areas of from 2,900 to 5,000 acres exclusive of reserves. 

99. Is that due to its being inferior land?—No, Lack 
of accessibility is the trouble. 

100. Are you of opinion that if the proposed line were 
built there would be an immediate increase in settlement ? 
Yes. 

101. Are there areas contiguous to the proposed route 
where there is closer settlement which are hampered at the 
present time ?—Yes, at Woodenbong and on the Upper 
Clarence. They are trying to dairy, but are handicapped 
for want of communication. 

102. What has been your experience in time of drought 
with regard to stock coming in from the west ; would com- 
munication direct with the coast be an advantage!—A 
huge advantage. 

103. Have numbers of stock come here from the west !— 
Yes. <A large number of places here are used to a great 
extent as relief areas, 

104. Is the mining field you spoke of this side of 
Drake !— Yes. 

105. What is the nature of the ore !—Mostly silver and 

old. 
i 106. Is it sulphide ore’—Yes. There are men who 
have been able to make it pay by carting out 2 or 3 tons at 
a time with a bullock dray. They contend that carting 
5 miles to a railway as against 30 would make it a payable 
proposition, 

107. Are they working there at present?—No. The 
last mines to cease work did so about six months ago. 
There has been no extensive mining done there for a con- 
siderable number of years. 

108. What number of men have been employed there ?— 
When going properly there have been from 2,000 to 3,000 
on the field. That was when the mines were first opened, 

109. Chairman.| Are you acquainted with the country 
north and south of the proposed route as far as 'Tabulam 1— 
Yes. 

110. From how far south of the line if constructed 
would traffic tor the railway be drawn t—For an average of 
9 sniles. 

111. What would be the nature of that traffic 1— 
Timber and mining, with odd places where dairying could 
be carried on. 

112. Between the Boonoo Boonoo lands and the proposed 
line is there a fairly high range of hills ?—Yes. 

113. Would that offer any difficulty to those t:king up 
land at Boonov Bvonoo getting their produce to the rail- 
way !—No. 
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“114. How far by road is Woodenbong from the nearest 
point of the proposed line ?—I should say 40 to 50 miles, 

115. And how far is it from Kyogle?—About the same 
distance. 

116. Then would this line offer people there any particu- 
lar advantage for getting pigs to market over that possessed 
by them at the present time?—-I understand it would. 
They would come down tho river, whereas now they have 
to get over very mountainous country. 

117. The distance would be the same, but you think the 
track would be better }—Yes. 

118. Adv. Zravers.| From which side of the line between 
Tenterfield and Tabulam would the most traffic probably be 
drawn?—From the north. It would consist of fat cattle, 
dairy products, timber and mining material. 

119. Is the character of the country north of the route 
such that it would be easily aecessible for carting a distance 
of 12 miles?—Yes. 

120. What classes of timber would be got from the 
southern side?—Ironbark, grey gum, and red gum, of very 
good quality. 

121. What distance south of the line would you go 
before getting into that country ?—The proposed route runs 
right through the area. 

‘122. Have any subdivisions taken place between Tenter- 
field and Tabulam!—None that I am aware of. The 
estates are fairly large. 

-123. For 15 miles along the proposed route from Tenter- 
field are the holdings large !—There are several suitable for 
subdivision. 

124. And has no attempt been made to cut them up /— 
None that I know of. 

125. If the proposed line were constructed do you think 
any change in rural operations would take place !—I am 
sure of it. 

126. Do you think there would be a tendency to sub- 
divide 1—Yes. 

127. Why has not that been done hitherto?— The 
facilities are not available to warrant it. On one holding 
in particular it is very expensive to futten cattle to bring 
them here, on account of the stock routes being so rough. 

128. But for 15 miles east of Tenterfield the country is 
already fairly served for raising fat cattle. Why has there 
not been any subdivision within the influence of the exist- 
ing line ?—The cost of haulage plus freight for 500 miles 
makes it utterly impossible. 

129. If the proposed line were built you think much of 
the cattle and produce that goes from Tenterfield to 
Homebush and Sydney would go to the rivers }—All the 
produce would go that way. 

130. In view of the fact that the North Coast line is 
almost completed, would there be a sufficiently large 
market on the northern rivers for what you would grow in 
this district?—Yes, perhaps with the aid of coastal 
shipping. 

131. Do you mean you would send stuff to the North 
Coast and put it on board the steamer for Sydney ?—If 
necessary. 

132. Have you worked out whether it would be cheaper 
to do that than send it by rail to Sydney ?—No, but I 
argue that 50 miles by rail and then freight by boat would 
not, be as expensive. 

133. The annual interest charge on the proposed line 
would be £136,000. Do you think sufficient traffic for it 
could be expected within 12 miles north and south to make 
the line a paying proposition ?—I do think so. 


John A. B. Dean, grazier, Mingoola, sworn, and 
examined :— 

134, Mr, Doe.) How far is your property situated from 
here 1—It is 36 miles west. 

135. Would this line, if built, interest you as far as 
that property is concerned 1—I think so. First of all we 
can grow practically anything that can be grown in any 
part of Australia: maize, wheat, fruit, lucerne and all 
cereals, I am situated on a river with alluvial flats equal 
to those anywhere. Ina normal season we get very fair 


crops. Even wine-growing is a good proposition. I have 
had up to 40 bushels of wheat to the acre, and going in for 
lucerne and lamb raising. 

136. If the line were built where would the produce 
your district is capable of growing go?—We could supply 
the North Coast with lucerne and wheat. The Queensland 
Government is about to put in a dam which will irrigate 
1,000,000 acres a foot deep. When that is done we shall 
always be sure of a crop either of tobacco or anything else 
that requires irrigation. I grew cotton well seven years 
ago to try it, and I think lamb raising would be a good thing. 
The market on the North Coast would bea really good one if 
it took only a day to reach it. We send fat stock to the 
North Coast but they fall off in condition through want of 
transit facilities. | 

137. There would be freight on lucerne only in dry 
years?—They have had two droughts down there in a 
little over three years. 

138. You contend that sheep and fat lambs would be a 
more regular source of railway revenue’—Yes. Up to 
the present time we have really not gone in for cultivation 
through not having facilities for getting stuff away and no 
market closer than Sydney. If we had a closer market 
there would be a tremendous amount of stuff grown. 

139. Your contention is that the line would give you a 
nearer market ?—Yes. I have no doubt that this district 
could supply an unlimited number of fat lambs. 

140. Do you think either of the proposals for the con- 
struction of this line would have any chance of paying 
even working expenses in view of the expenditure involved ? 
—I think if given achance they would; but if held up in- 
definitely the population will be the same fifty years hence 
as it is to-day. I would not be favourable to altering the 
rolling-stock to suit a line in one particular part of the 
State. I would say keep to the one type of engines and 
vehicles. 

141. Do you think the statement made by the authorities 
that the line would not pay working expenses, let alone 
interest, is unreasonable !—I rather think it is, I am 
putting before you the support we could give the line from 
the western side, which has apparently not been taken into 
account in forming that estimate. I estimate that within 
60 miles west of Tenterfield there are 20,000 acres of 
river flats alone that could be cultivated and which are 
hardly touched to-day. It is wonderful land for growing 
tobacco, maize, and lucerne. 

142. The railway if built would help you as far as 
markets in the coastal towns are concerned ?—It would. 

143. Many of the products you instance would not be 
materially assisted, such as tobacco, which is a very light 
crop ?—Still IT do not think it would go 500 miles if it 
could be got to a port in 150. 

144. Would you ship tobacco to Byron Bay and pay 
freight at the ‘shorter haulage” rate, than transhipment 
charges to the steamer, freight to Sydney, and wharfage and 
other costs there ?—I have not gone into that matter. I 
would leave it to the merchants to work out the cheapest 
rate. 

145. You do not say that via Byron Bay would bea 
cheaper route for that class of produce /—Yes, I think it 
would, Our natural port would be Byron Bay or there- 
abouts. 

146, Are you aware that Byron Bay does not afford 
sufficient water to deep-sea ships!—No, but probably it 
could be made to. On the Queensland coast they do a lot 
of loading and unloading with lighters. 


James Donnelly, grazier, Brian’s and 


examined ;— 


Gap, 


sworn, 


147. Mr. Drummond.| Where is your property situated ? 
—To the east of Tenterfield I hold 1,800 acres. The land 
close to the town is suitable for al] classes of industries, 
but grazing is the principal pursuit. The cheques of many 
people here prove what the district is capable of. It will 
compare with any district in the State for milk, and within 
a certain radius of the town we can compete in regard to 
fat cattle. 
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{Vitnesses—J. Donnelly and A. Somerlad, 9 April, 1923. 


148. Do you agree with the official statement that the 
land between Tenterfie'd and Tabulam is practically un- 
occupied and likely to remain so on account of its unsuit- 
ability for settlement !—Not altogether. I think most of 
it is occupied. ‘The people may not live on the land, but 
it is occupied. It is practically a fall-back in case of 
drought. 

149. You mean it is held but not occupied ?!—It is 
occupied. There is always stock on it. 

150. Another statement made by the Cabinet Sub- 
committee which inquired into these coastal proposals is 
that the country from Tenterfield to Tabulam is for the 
greater part very poor, comprising granite and slaty soil, 
and is hilly and zough. Do you agree that the greater 
part of it is poor?—-No. We have land within 20 miles 
that is very good. Around Drake the land is not the 
best, but it is suitable for many things. There is some of 
the best timber in that country. 

151. How far from Tabulam this way does good land 
extend !—About 6 miles out of Tabulam you get out of the 
good country. 

152. Do you agree with the statement made that 25 per 
cent. of the country from here to Tabulam is good ?—Yes. 

153. If a railway were provided do you think it would 
be oceupied ?—A lot of it would. J do not say it is good 
fattening land, but you could rear cattle on it, and it is 
wonderful relief country. 

154. Is it in process of improvement !—Some of it is, 
and some is improved. 

155. You get better results from the improved land ?— 
Much better. 

156. If the proposed line were built would it be of any 
great advantage to you asa cattle raiser !—1t would. Only 
lately I sold a line of bullocks to the rivers, and got £1 per 
head more for them than I could have got at Flemington, 
I sold 100 head to a Lismore butcher at £9 5s. I have 
sold cattle at Flemington since for £9 17s., but I had to 
pay the trucking which cost about £2 per head. I havea 
lot.of other bullocks J could send down to the coast but for 
the condition in which the roads are at present, 

157. I understand there is a proposal on foot to establish 
a killing and freezing works here ?—That is so. 

158, If this line were built do you think the land referred 
to would assist in making such works a sound _pro- 
position !—It should do, 

159. Do you think the country between Tenterfield and 
Casino is sufficiently good to justify building the line on its 
merits without respect to the question of trade from other 
quarters !—I do. 

160. In face of an interest charge of £136,000 you think 
it should still stand on its merits purely as a coastal con- 
nection ?—I do. 

161. Do you think the fillip which would be given the 
meat-raising industry would be sufficiently great to make 
the line a paying proposition!—Yes. Of course they tell 
us that none of the lines are paying at the present time, 
and it could hardly be expected that this one would pay 
straight away ; still I think it would. 


Albert Somerlad, farmer, dairyman, and fruit-grower, 
Tenterfield, sworn, and examined :— 

162. Mr. Burke.] Are you acquainted with the country 
along the route of the proposed line 1— Yes, as far as Drake, 
It is of granite formation, and for farming would not be 
called good countrv ; but if used intensely for what it is 
best adapted for, I would call it eminently suitable for 
fruit-growing. 

163. You would not agree that it is practically useless 
from beyord 12 miles of Tenterfield?!—No; that is abso- 
lutely absurd. 

164, Do you admit it is poor country /—No; it is fair to 
good for grazing. 

165. Is it used for that purpose at present ?—Not in a 
commercial way. a 

166. In view of its proximity to the Tenterfield line, do 
you not think that if it were suitable for grazing it would 


be taken up /—lIt is practically all taken up for grazing. I 
think the evidence and reports already submitted have been 
given without a proper conception of the capacity of this 
end of the country to produce fruit, for which there are - 
markets on the rivers and overseas. There are many rich 
“pockets” that are eminently adapted to fruit-growing, and 
there is an almost unlimited market along the coast for all 
we can produce. 

167. What is the average area of those ‘‘ pockets” ?—I 
should say a 20-acre orchard would support a family, but I 
do not suggest blocks being cut up in areas like that. It is 
a strange fact that the poorer the country the smaller the 
area you require, because it has to be farmed intensely. If 
you had a 800-acre block for fruit there would be a better 
living in that than in ten times the area if used for grazing. 

168. How far along the route does that opinion apply /— 
Practically to Drake, on both sides. 

169. Do you know anything of the country surrounding 
Tabulam ?—Yes. Towards Bonalbo there is some wonder- 
ful country which would feed the proposed line. It is well 
adapted to dairying, and cotton-growing is an enormous 
success there. ‘They are now driving pigs to Kyogle, 40 
miles distant. Their dairying products they send to Mal- 
Janganee and Casino. 

170. What is your opinion of the country from Tabulam 
to Casino ?—-It is very good dairying country, and eminently 
suited for closer settlement. 

171. In view of the fact that a line cannot be built for 
less than £1,000,000, and at an estimated annual loss of 
£130,000, do you think the opening of that country would 
have the effect of causing settlement throughout it ?— 
Most unquestionably it would. There are thousands of 
acres similar to land which in Tasmania is bringing £120 
per acre that can be purchased for 10s. per acre. Around 
Tabulam the land is well suited to mixed farming. At - 
Drake there is unto!d wealth in mining, but they are not 
able to shift the low-grade ores owing ‘o cost of transit, 

172. What do you consider a fair distance to drove stock 
without their deteriorating ?—24 miles as a maximum. 

173. Have you anything else to state?—I think the 
estimate of cost of construction is greatly overstated, The — 
possibilities of generating electricity by water conservation 
are, I think, enormous, and that matter has apparently 
never been gone into. 

174. Do you think that in the event of the line going 
through Tabulam the large cattle-runs there would be sub- 
divided 1—Unquestionably, 

175. With the railway in close proximity,do you not think 
the holders would find it more profitable to continue raising. 
stock ?—No; it would be unthinkable. 

176. Mr. Drummond.| You referred to good livings being 
made on small holdings /—Yes. I think the man on the 
small hoiding, if he attends to it, is the most prosperous. 
The country on the proposed route is eminently adapted to 
intensive working, provided there is access to market. 
Vegetables grow to perfection here, and it is possible to 
make enormous sums from fruit. This is done to a limited 
extent by means of motor traffic, but it is too expensive. 
If a reasonable freight were available, the possibilities of 
the district in that respect are enormous. If I knew the 
line were to be built I would set out a large orchard 
to-morrow in order to cope with the unlimited market on. 
the coast. I look upon fruit-growing as one of the greatest 
feeders to the proposed line, to say nothing of the possibili- 
ties of the export of timber. There are magnificent forests 
at Bonalbo. ‘There has been more timber destroyed at 
Bonalbo than would have paid interest on this line for ten 
years. 

177. Is there in your opinion land between Tenterfield 
and Tabulam of any extent which would enable men to 
make good on small holdings such as you have !—It would 
depend entirely on the man, The land is there, though not 
in big areas, but you do not want it in big areas, 

178. You consider the coast would be a good market for 
what would be produced !—I think it is the best market in 
Australia. They cannot produce down there what we can 
here. The interchange of trade would also be enormous, 
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TUESDAY, 10 APRIL, 1923. 
(The Committee met at the Council Chambers Tenterfield.) 


Present: 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairmay). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


Wituism Cameron, Esa, 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Kea. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constracting a line of railway from 
Tenterfeld to Casino. 


Frank Read, retired railway ganger, Cowper-street, 
Tenterfield, sworn and examined :— 


179. Chairman.| How long have you been in this 
district ?—Only two years. 

180. You have given some attention to the cultivation 
of potatoes here ?—Yes, last season and this. My yields of 
“primes,” putting two years together, are slightly over 
4 tons to the acre; but there are others which are 
valuable, such as secd and fodder potatoes, and they make 
it up to about 5 tons, 

181. Have you a specially rich patch of land, or is your 
area characteristic of the district !—There is some worse, 
but it is a long way from being the best. 

182. You have also tried cotton-growing for one year ?— 
Yes, this season only. I am satisfied with what I have 
done on a square chain, and if the season is as good next 
year I could improve on it a lot, because I knew nothing 
whatever when I began—I could get no information. I 
have since obtained a pamphlet on cotton-growing. I used 
no manure, ard I should use scme. 


Arthur McClifty, farmer and grazier, Bolivia, sworn and 
examined :— 

183. Mr. Travers.| How far is your property from 
here ?—It is 23 miles south-east and about 25 miles from 
the proposed line. I hold about 3,000 acres, which is used 
for grazing, and runs a beast to 25 acres. 

184. Do you look upon that as being the full carrying 
capacity of your land ?—Yes, it is only partly improved 
country. 

185. You arc in favour of the construction of a railway 
from ‘Tenterfield to Casino?—I am, The country along 
the route is suitable right through for mixed farming. 

186. What number of cattle do you usually carry ?— 
From 200 to 300 head. 

187, Would the proposed line improve the position you 
are in to-day !—Yes, very much. 

188. How much country have you fully improved ?-— 
About 500 acres. 

189. What would the carrying capacity of your land be 
fuily improved ?—About a beast to 10 acres. 

190. Is your land suitable only for grazing ?—No, it is 
suitable for mixed farming, cotton-growing, and maize. TI 
have grown principally maize, of which I have had twenty 
bags to the acre. I have had only 10 or 12 acres under 
maize every year. About 400 acres is suitable for that 
purpose. But there are other holdings with thousands of 
acres of cultivable land. 

191. You do not look upon your land as characteristic 
of the district ?—No. 

192. Can you give any informition with regard to 
cotton-growing !—] tried experiments last year on an acre 
and had good results. I have alrcady harvested 6 cwt. of 
it, and I suppose I shall get altogether 13 to 14 ewt. from 
the acre. 

193. Have you had any examination mate of the 
cotton !—Yes. It is of first-class quality, better even than 
they grew in Queensland last year. 

194. Have the results so far decidid you to put more 
land under cotton !— Yes, I intend to put in 60 to 100 acres 
next spring. 


195. What does it cost to put in and take off !—Harvest- 
ing costs a good deal—you want a namber of men; but 
the cost of putting in is similar to that of maize. 

196. Do you think you are likely to get as good a result 
acie for acre from cotton as from corn?—Very much 
better. 

197 Are you acquainted with the country north and 
te of the proposed route as far as Tabulam !—Fairly 
well, 

198. Leaving out the portion 12 miles east of Tenterfield, 
how would you describe it ?—It is very good, and suitable 
for grazing and mixed farming. 

199. Does the best land lie to the north or the south of 
the proposed line ?—To the south principally. 

' 200. Given railway facilities for mixed farming and 
grazing, what would be a fair area for a man to make a 
decent living on in this district 7—From 300 to 400 acres. 

201. What would he have to do with it ?—If cotten 
were successful that would be one thing, and there would 
be corn and maize growing, also dairying. 

202. Have you any price guaranteed for your cotton ?— 
Yes, the Government guarantees 51d. per lb. for the first 
three years. 

203. That would be about £36 per acre gross ;—do you 
look upon that asa good paying proposition !—T do. 

204. Are any of your neighbours going in for cotton- 
growing !—Yes. 


George Henry Thompson Mitchell, auctioneer, Tenterfield, 
sworn and examined :— 


205. Mr. Mahony.| How long have you been in Tenter- 
fi ld!—Twenty-two years. I know the country west of 
Tenterfield for 40 miles. It lends itself to fattening cattle 
and sheep and is good wool-producing country. At times 
it is ravaged by drought, and if we had a railway through 
to Casino, or from Moree to this line, I consider there 
would be thousands of pounds saved to the country by the 
easy transit of starving stock from the western side to the 
east. It is a recognised fact that the eastern side has more 
rainfall and better grass, and there are very good cattle 
swamps. <A great number of cattle have come from the 
west to Casino and Grafton in dry times, but many have 
dropped by the way, being too poor to travel. Jf we had 
a railway from the west, or even from here, it would save 
a number of the stuck on that side; they would not have 
to travel the leavy belt of country between here and the 
coast, Then there is the passenger traffic betweer here 
and Casino, During the last twelve months there were 
35,000 passengers carried on the through service cars, and 
I suppose there were easily another 35,000 carried by 
private cars; s>9 that there would be 70,000 or 80,000 
people brought from the eastern sie to this line, and the 
same number back, Parce!s constantly come through from 
Casino and go back there from here. In six months 10,000 
fat sheep came here by rail for the butchers on the rivers. 
They had to be trueked anywhere about Gunnedah or 
Tamworth, and held here for a couple of days before they 
could travel by road to Casino, Had they not done that 
they would have had to g» from Gunnedah to Flemington 
or Homebush, and then be sent’ back to the rivers—-by 
which time they would have been a fortnight starving: so the 
meat must be in a bad state by the (ime it gets right round 
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Witnesses—G. H. T. Mitchell and 8. Armstrong, 10 April, 192?. 


that way. If we had a railway through I consider we 
could fatten sheep on the western side and in tlose 
proximity to Tenterfield to supply the rivers. It would 
take from 100,000 to 150,000 sheep to supply them. If 
the country were opened up there would b> a considerable 
lot more. The fruit we grow here practically goes to waste. 
By the time it gets to Brisbane, and from there down to 
the rivers, or goes from here to Sydney and up to the rivers 
it is hardly worth eating. Some of the orchardists have 
this year tried sending fruit over by motor lorries ; but the 
freight is prohibitive—it costs about 3s, 6d. per half-bushel 
case to send to Casino, whereas you can send a case from 
here 500 miles to Sydney for 1s. 9d. The freights beat us 
all the time. The country between Tenterfield and Drake 
on the northe:n side is in my opinion all well adapted to 
fruit and vegetable growing. We can grow any of the 
Fnglish fruits here, and almost any class of vegetable to 
perfection cin be grown on the northern side of the proposed 
route, If the land were subdivided into small holdings of 
300 or 400 acres, and well cleared, water would be available 
for irrigation purposes at very small cost. The gullies could 
easily be dammed, and people could irrigate their own pro- 
perties. On the southern side of the line from about Bun- 
gulla, 5 miles south of Tenteifield, right down to Casino, is 
country that could be settled a great de.l more closely than 
if is at present. On most of it 700 to 1,000 acres would be 
necessary for a living area. The land is held in very big 
areas for the simple reason that there is no possible market 
for what it might grow. That country for about 20 miles 
from here will grow wheat or any cereal, and right down 
to the Clarence cotton and citrus fruits can be grown. 

206. How many droughts have there been in the district 
west of J’enterfield during the past ten years ?—Two. 

207. During those periods of drought where were the 
catt'e shifted?—I cannot say, but not many came here, 
because they had had experience of the 1902 drought, 
when, if they had had transit to the coast, they would have 
saved a number of cattle. 

208. Within 5 miles east of the Great Northern line how 
was the country during those periods of drought ?—There 
was good rough feed here. 

209. And did those districts within 5 miles supply feed 
for starving stock ?—No. The stock would get it further 
east and on to the Bonalbo country. 

210, Is not the country between here and Drake hilly ?— 
Yes; more or less, 

211. And is that land suitable for fruit and vegetable 
growing ?—Yes ; pretty well 50,000 acres of it. That would 
be from 50 to 60 per cent. of the area on the northern side 
of the proposed line. 

' 212. What proportion of the land within 12 miles south 
of the proposed Jine and beyond 12 miles from here is suit- 
able for agriculture or fruit-groving?— Only from 20 to 
25 per cent. 

_ 213. Do you know the district from Tabulam to Casino? 
—I have been through it. Parts of it are as good as any 
country in New South Wales. It is al] suitable for closer 
settlement. 

_ 214. Where are the big holdings situated ?—At Tabulam. 
Sandilands is a fairly big place, where they run about 
3,000 cattle, and nearer Casino there is Wooroowoolgen. 
Tabulam itself comprises about 30,000 acres, and at present 
it is used for grazing. 

. 215. Where do they find a market for their stock ?-—- 
Through Flemington yards—trucking from here. 

- 216. What number of cattle gues from Tenterfield to 
Casino per annum ?—I suppose not more than about 1,000. 

/ 217. Do any cattle come from that direction back here? 
—Yes; I suppose about 3,000 or 4,000 fat cattle come here 
to truck. 

~ 218, If the North Coast railway were completed would 
that serve Yulgilbar and the districts on the Upper 
Clarence ?—It would be about the same distance to travel 
stock. 

‘ 219. Is there a great market for produce as between 
here and the coast?—~Yes. Not so much right on the 
coast, simply because we have not been able to open up 


the trade on account of the cost of getting stuff there 
but in between they would have to take their produce in 
that direction. 

220. For what classes of produce would there be a 
market on the ccast if the proposed line were constructed ? 
—Ve.etubles, particularly potatoes. They draw most of 
their potatoes from Guyra and Ben Lomond through 
Sydney. If there were a railway direct to the coast they 
could be sent that way. I believe we could find a market 
on the coast for all that could be produced between here 
and Tabulam. 

221. Do you consider there would be sufficient traffic to 
warrant the construction of a line involving so heavy an 
expenditure as is represented by the proposal before the 
Committee ?—I may say that the estimate of the same line 
twelve years ago was £800,000 and I should like to know 
how they now come to make out that it wonld cost four 
times that much. Wages have not gone up 300 per cent. 

222. Do you think there is any more suitable locality 
for settling people on the land at better advantage for 
such an expenditure !—There may be, but there is the vast 
population on the coast to be considered, 

223. Will not the North Coast line when completed help 
the people on the coast !—Very little, and it will not give 
them access to the cooler climate up here. 

224, Does the country on the proposed route lend itself 
to dairying ?—Yes, but the dairy farmers, in my opinion, 
do not go in for it in a proper way. They do not grow 
sufficient stuff, probably because they have no inducement 
in the form of a market. Then there is the question of 
pig raising. We have to depend on Aberdeen or Sydney 
for our market for pigs. At the present time buyers can 
only get a couple of thousand a year, but in purchasing 
them they generally allow 7 or 8 lb. in weight for depre- 
ciation, which is a big item for the district. If we had 
factories in our own district, or within 150 miles, pigs 
would not depreciate so much, and the country generally 
would benefit by a better price being obtained. There is a 
factory on the coast, and with the aid of a railway pigs 
could be tiken down there. 

225. Mr. Drummont.| According to statistics some 
&5,000 acres of forest reserve are included in the land on 
either side of the proposed route. Do you know if those 
resrves have valuable timbers on them?—It looks to me 
to be good timber for building purposes, but a lot of that 
land could be alienated and closer seitled. It would make 
mixed farms and dairy farms. That 85,000 acres could 
nearly all be cut up into small holdings up to 500 acres. 

226. Do you think this proposal should be considered 
from the point of view of local trade which would be 
developed along the line, or from the point of view of 
traffic which might be expected to come from the west 
and fodder which would be sent to the coast in time of 
drought ?—I think it shou!d be considered as part of a 
through system, not only from here to Moree, but right 
through to Broken Hill. 

227. Would the traffic apart from that developed locally 
be as big a factor as the purely local traffic ?—There are 
western people coming here for health reasons to be con- 
sidered, as well as their stock. 

228. Stock coming here by train now have to go via 
Werris Creck !—Yes, 

229. Ts much stock driven to Glen Innes and trucked 
through to Tenterfield ?—No. . 

230. Ir. Burke.| Does a service car leave here every 
day for Casino?—Every day except Sunday. Up to as 
many as eight cars run. 


Samuel Armstrong, timber merchant, Tenterfield, sworn, 
and examined : -- 

231. Mr. Doe.| Where do you operate your mills ?—In 
Tenterfield and along the proposed route. We are inter- 
ested in mills at Mummulgum, abulam, and Sandy Hills. 

232. What are the principal timbers you supply /—All 
hardwoods and most soft woods. There are five mills 
cutting pine and other soft woods on the road to Casino, 
which transport their stuff at present by tractors and 
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teams, The estimated output from the five mills is 
8,000,000 feet per annum, sawn stuff. We are at present 
paying 5s. per 100 feet to get it to Casino and Tenter- 
field—a sum of £20,000 per annum in freight. The hard- 
wood on the greater part of the route is not at present 
utilised at all, simply because it would cost too much to 
get it to either the coast or Tenterfield to rail; but it is 
reasonable to expect that that hardwood is sufficient to 
return the same revenue from freight as we already pay 
for the pine. There are very big scrubs that have never 
yet been touched as far as timber is concerned. Malara 
scrub, which runs right through from 14 miles from 
Tabulam to behind Glen Innes, has never been tapped for 
timber, and if this railway were built Tabulam would be 
the nearest point for trucking the majority of that timber. 

233. What sort of road would you have for haulage ?— 
The usual kind. It would be fairly mountainous. 

234. You could get the timber in all right ?—Yes ; 
timber has already come from there. 

225. Where does the product of the five mills now go ?— 
Mostly to Sydney and Newcastle; part by the main 
northern line, but the greater portion by boat from 
Casino, Lismore or Byron Bay. I feel sure that with rail 
connection the timber would not go by boat. We find 
that timber trucked on the train arrives at its destination 
in far better condition than that sent by boat, which geta 
knocked about by the slings 

236. Would many sleepers be produced in that country ? 
—Yes, especially between here and Tabulam. There is 
ironbark, red and grey gum, and a good deal of blue gum 
and box also. 

237, Would there be any perceptible increase in the out- 
put of timber from that country if the railway were built 
to Casino ?—There should be, especially in hard woods, 

238. I presume the £20,000 per annum you pay in 
freights would be from the mill, and some of it would be 
paid even if you had a railway ?—Yes, but only a very 
small proportion, because our haulage costs cover a distance 
of half-way between the tibleland and the coast—say 50 
miles each way. If we had a railway the haulage would 
run to only 8 to 12 miles, which would mean a considerab!e 
reduction on the 5s. per 100 ft. I estimate. It costs 
a;proximately 5s. per 100 to f-eight timber to Sydney or 
Neweastle, so if this amount of timber cime from the coast 
here the northern railway would also derive a benetit of 
that amount on all timber sent from here to Sydney. 
Probably there would be a through freight from Mummul- 
gum or Tabulam, which would nut be more than approxi 
mately 7s. per 100. 

239. You think the timber trade would be a very con- 
siderable factor in helping to produce freightage for the 
proposed line ?—Yes, 

240, One of the alternative proposals submitted is for a 
maximum grade of 1 in 25, with curves of 5-chain radius, 
which would mean the construction of special engines and 
rolling-stock and would cost £1,382,000, or £15,952 per 
mile, the interest charge being about £76,000 per annum. 
The other proposed is for a line with a maximum grade of 
1 in 50, and curves of 10-chain radius, which would cost 
£2,488,788, or £28,714 per mile, the interest amounting 
to over £136,000 per annum. From a business point of 
view, and considering the probable developmental effect on 
the country, do you think this Committee could reasonably 
recommend either proposal ?—I do, provided it takes into 
consideration that the revenue to be derived, apart from 
the area proposed to be served, would be considerable also. 
There is an area west of this town which would supply a 
large amount of revenue from timber for a line from 
here. We cart a lot here by traction from the mills, 
and we have repeatedly been offered contracts to take 
chaff and potatoes from here to Casino at £5 per ton; but 
we could not possibly do it on account of having our 
tractors already fully occupied. A lot of the produce is 
from Glen {nnes and Inverell, and would. provide revenue 
for the proposed line. I am also interested in the freightage 
of ore from Drake to Tenterfield. We have brought a con- 
siderable amount here at a cost of £2 per ton to tho 
miners. We have been offered by Mr. Rogers, a mining 


Witness—S, Armstrong, 10 April, 1923, 


man in Drake, a contract to bring 500 tons to Tenterfield 
if we can bring it up in.a reasonable time. I do not think 
we shall Le able to accept the contract on account of the 
short period in which it is required, and we would have to 
accept £1 10s. per ton. It is reasonable, therefore, to 
expect that with a railway the freights right through would 
only amount to 6s. or 7s. per ton, and the difference 
between that and £2 per ton would make the ore profitable 
to a mine, whereas at present it is not, on account of the 
haulage charges. | 

241. Are any of the mines working at Drake now !— 
Mr. Rogers’ is the only one that has any large output, but 
I understand there are half-a-dozen smal] parties working 
mines about there. It is mostly silver and lead ore, which 
has to be sent away to be treated. 

242. How long is it since these mines were discovered } 
—A great number of years. 

243. Have they worked continuously !—No ; the market 
generally rules the working. 

244. Low-grade ore could not be regarded as a_sub- 
stantial aid to railway development !—No, but parts of the 
country to be traversed by the line are the richest in the 
State, and the areas of pine forest are, in my opinion, the 
bigg+ st in the State. 

245. Is the pine used for butter-box making !— No, they 
mostly use New Zealand pine for that purpose. It is only 
when they cannot get it, that they use colonial pine. The 
area of hardwood country on the proposed route is very 
large, and there is no doubt it could ke worked profitably, 
with railway facilities available, 

246. Mr. Travers.| How long have those five pine mills 
been operating !—From two to twenty years. 

247%. Can you say what the percentage is of pine to 
hardwood ?—There would be a greater percentage of 
hardwood. The proposed route runs through the pine 
country, and good hardwood is there in big quantities on 
both sides of it. 

248. Is any hardwood being cut now?-——From 20 miles 
out of Tenterfield a good deal of hardwood has been brought 
here by teams, and from 16 to 18 miles out on the Casino 
end hardwood has been sent into Casino. 

219. Is the output of 8,000,000 feet per annum likely to 
continue; is plenty of pine available within easy haulage 
distance of the mills?—It is hard to estimate how long a 
mill will go, but I should say the supply would last twenty 
years on a basis of 8,000,000 feet per annum. 

250. Could you give an estimate of the number of super- 
ficial feet of hardwood to the acre ?--I should say 3,000 feet 
to 4,000 feet log measurement, over 50 per cent. of the 
timbered country. The quantity of pine per acre would 
be much more, and would range from 5,000 to 20,000 feet. 

251. Does any of the pine cut at Bonalbo find its way 
to Tenterfield 2—Yes, but most of it goes via Casino, 

252. if the line were built, would there be any change 
in transit?—Yes, 1 think the whole of the timber would 
come this way to Sydney. 

253. Would it not be just as near to send it to Sydney 
via the North Coast line when completed ?—I do not know 
the distance, but the timber that has come this way so far 
has reached Sydney in much better order and at very little 
extra cost than stuff going by the boats. Of course the 
North Coast line has not carried any timber yet. 

254. You are of opinion that the timber possibilities of 
the district would be an important factor from a revenue 
point of view in connection with a railway !—Yes. 

255, Chairman.| With respect to the 500 tons of ore for 
which a cartage contract has been offered you, has that 
been obtained through recent developments, or has it been 
at grass for some time ? —They have not the ore produced, 
but they would produce it if the freight were available. 

~56. Mr. Doe.| You heard Mr. Mitchell say that a large 
forest reserve should be cut up in blocks for closer settle- 
ment. Do you think it woul be in the best interests of 
the country to do that ?—T think part of it should be re- 
tained. There are parts that are not suitable for timber 
conservation, but other parts are eminently suitable, and 
should be retained for that purpose. There are parts of 
all reserves that could be utilised for closer settlement. 


16 


Witnesses—S. Armstrong, P. Sommerlad, and P. J. UW. Curry, 10 April, 1923. 


257. How much of it should be made available for closer 
Kattlement purposes ?—A bout half of it. 

258. Do you know anything of the smaller timber reserves? 
—Yes. The Gerard reserve is all hardwood country. <A 
good deal of that could be utilised for closer settlement. It 
is very thickly timbered with young timber, and has 
matured timber also. 

259. Mr. Cameron.]| When the good timber is cut out of 
the reserves you refer to, weuld closer settlement, in your 
opinion, follow !/—Absolutely, especially on the pine areas. 
Jf they are ever cut out it is ideal country for intense 
cultivation. So that after the timber is finished another 
kind of freight would take its place. 

260. You mentioned a market for chaff on the coast; is 
that a usual thing ?—Yes; they grow no chaff in the coastal 
areas at all. 

261. That would not be for feeding stock ’—No, for 
teams and other services in the towns. 

262. That would be a very small market ?—No, a very 
big one. It applies not only to droughts, but to all times. 
If it costs £5 a ton for freight it is pretty dear when it gets 
there, whereis if it could he taken down for £1 there 
would be a bigger inquiry for it. There is undoubtedly a 
lot of produce that would come from Glen Innes and 
Inverell. I do not think fora moment that this district 
evuld anything like supply the districts on the North Coast, 
because I understand there is a population of 100,000 be- 
tween Grafton and the Tweed. I do not think the area 
served by the proposed railway would be sufficient to supply 
the demand, and the Glen Innes and Inverell district woul | 
he drawn on to a large extent. 


Peter Sommerlad, orchardist and mixed farmer, Tenterfield, 
sworn, and examined :— 


263. Mr. Burke.| You desire to make a statement with 
regard to the proposed railway ?—Yes. J think it would 
be a good thing for the people of this district. ‘There is a 
large tract of country that is very suitable for fruit-growing, 
and the line would offer great inducements to closer settle- 
ment. At Boono) Boonoo there is a large area suitable for 
grazing and also for fruit. It is practically the same belt 
as the Stanthorpe people are growing fruit on. The rain- 
fall has been very good of recent years. Land at Stanthorpe 
has brought from £15 to £30 yer acre in its rough state, 
and we have land in the district proposed to be served 
which could be utilised for the same purpose. 

264. You are situated only 4 miles from Tenterfield ?— 
Yes. I grow all summer fruits and corn and maize, and 
also go in for dairying. 

265. Have you a knowledge of the country on the route 
of the proposed line as far as Drake ?—Yes. A vast amount 
of it is very suitable for closer settlement. 

266. The statement has been made that it is practically 
useless ; do you disagree with that ?—No, it is especially 
suitable for fruit-growing. 

267. How far from Tenterfield do you think fruit could 
be profitably grown ?—Right down to Drake. Even 
beyond there citrus fruits would do well. 

268. If that is the case, is not that area fairly well 
served already !—No, they have no outlet for their produce. 
The northern rivers are our natnral market. 

269. Are there not fruit-growing areas down there ?— 
No, only for tropical fruits. The population down there is 
very heavy, and being in a hot climate they would consume 
all the fruit that can be produced up here. 

270. You grow vegetables of a'l kinds on a fairly large 
scale 1— Yes. 

271, Where do you find your market ?—Locally, and in 
Brisbane ; but there is an iminense market on the rivers 
for vegetables if we had means of getting them there ata 
reasonable cost. 

272. It prys you to send all the way to Brisbane !—It 
does not leave a very big margin of profit. It is not our 
natural market, but it is the next best thing. 

273. Does it not pay to send vegetables to other towns 
along the northern line ?—No, they produce their own. 


274. You consider that if a railway were built to Casino 
there would be a great development in vegetable growing ? 
—Yes, and in fruit growing. The freight to Casino at 
present is about 2s. 9d. per half.case, and they are land- 
ing fruit from Sydney at 3s. 6d. the bushel cas. ‘Therefore, 
as our supplies arrive so irregularly we are not able to do 
any business with the fruiterers. 

275, You do send some produce across now ?—Yes, by 
servic» cars and special cars between here and Lismore. 

276. What area have you under cultivation ?—About 50 
acres, all told. 

277. Even under present difficulties you find that a pay- 
ing proposition 1—~ Yes. 

278. Would you take up a bigger area if the line were 
constructed !— Yes. 

279, What is your opinion respecting the dairying possi- 
bilities of the area to be served ?—I think they are very 
great. 

280. You believe a market could be readily found on the 
eastern side for all dairy produce ?—Yes. 


ee 


Patrick James Harold Curry, auctioneer and stock and 
stution agent, Tenterfield, sworn, and examined :— 


281. Mr. Drummond.|] What statement do you wish to 
make ?—I have had considerable experience with sheep in 
the river trade. At the outset people on the rivers practi- 
cally did not know what sheep were ; but once they got a 
taste for mutton the trade worked up. Last year one man 
alone whose business I do, and who supplies one firm of 
butchers there, sent just upon }0,000 sheep down. Another 
man has now got into operation, and for the last six or 
seven months he has unloaded from the trains between 
9,000 and 10,000 sheep. ‘That is all consumed, and there 
are still quite a number of people who really do not consume 
mutton yet. To drove stock to the rivers by road now 
takes about three weeks, and the sheep deteriorate very 
much. The butchers cannot afford to buy many sheep and 
keep them on hand, whereas if we had rail transit we could 
send them through truck by truck, or even half a truck ata 
time. This would develop the trade until as least 100,000 
to 150,000 sheep per annum would be consumed. Some of 
the butchers were as first getting sheep by boat, but the 
shipping people cannot compete with anything that goes 
through from here by rail. To land a sheep at Byron Bay 
from Sydney costs about 6s., and the mutton does not land 
in anything like the state in which we would land it from 
here. With regard to cattle, if we had railway connection 
so that they could be trucked right through a considerable 
trade would be done with the stations. _'Tabulam has every 
year from 1,500 to 2,000 fat cattle, and, with railway con- 
nection, practically 2,000 fat cattle every year would be 
utilised from there, whereas bringing them up by road is not 
a payable concern, Yulgiibar would provide the same 
amount. All those cattle would come this way. Last year 
T supplied one"tirm of butchers with 1,500 fat cattle. They 
all went by road, and some that came from Bonshaw cost 
10s. a head for droving expenses. Tuey also lost weight. 
What a big advantage it would be if we could send them 
down to the coast by the truckloal. <A lot of the country 
right through could be cut up for closer settlement and 
would carry a large population. There is a butter factory 
at Tabulam, and all the butter produced in that district 
could be put on the rail, whereas now they have to carry 
cream up to 20 miles and the butter again to Casino, 

282. Do you agree with the statement that the country 
from Tenterfield to within a few miles of Tabulam is for 
the greater part very poor? T do not agree with it at all. 
There is a huge belt of good country you do not see when 
going through by car. Ona the road you see the worst land 
in the avea. 

283, From your knowledge of the district would you say 
the country to be served is such as to lend itself to success- 
ful settlement on a reasonably small scale? With a few 
exceptions, Fully 25 per cent. between here and Tabulam 
would be suitable. 

284. Are there many people in this district, to your 
knowledge, who are making livings off comparatively small 
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areas !—Yes. Certainly they have to work, but thers are 
quite a number of large families here that have been reared 
on very small areas. 

285. Have you anything further to state?— At the pre- 
sent time people here are afraid to go in for pig-raising 
because there is no market. At Byron Bay there is one of 
the greatest bacon factories in Australia. If we had rail 
connection with the rivers a much better price would be 
obtained for pigs. Pigs could be put on the railway in the 
morning and landed there in the afternoon. The buyer 
from Aberdeen comes here and can give any price he likes, 
and we have to take it. 

286. At the present time the price of cattle is rather 
low ?—It is, but during the boom period in 1916 and 1917 
we had very large sales here and drew the bulk of our 
supplies from the rivers. If there had been a railway they 
would all have been put on the train. 

287. Do you think if the proposed line were constructed 
there would be killing for export either locally or at some 
terminal point on the coast?—There are the Byron Bay 
works which are now closed for want of supplies. If we 
had a railway all our cattle could be trucked there and 
killed on the spot, thus saving the meat going round to 
Sydney. Another consideration is that here we have no 
seaside resort. With a train service we could arrange 
week-end parties to Byron Bay or Brunswick Heads. What 
the cars carry now is only a detail compared with what the 
passenger trafic on the trains would be. There would 
undoubtedly be a considerable tourist traffic. 

288. Chairman.] Do you know how many cattle in any 
one year were driven from here down to the coast ?—Last 
year one man supplied 1,500 and several other butchers 
bought a hundred or two each, amounting to another 800 
or 900. Another man took a considerable number to 

Grafton. 

289. Mr. Cameron.| Seeing there is so much dealing in 
cattle, is it not possible that some pass through the yards 
two or three times ?—Not through my yards. Our buyers 
came from down south and I have had up to 120 trucks on 
order in one day, When cattle were sold here they were 
put on the train next day and were taken down the line. 
None of those could go through my yards twice. 

290. None of the figures you give represent resales 7—No. 

291. To what extent would the market develop in send- 
ing fat cattle to the coast, seeing that you quote the 
number of cattle coming up from down there?—They are 
not all fat cattle down there. The country is too valuable 
to fatten. Their argument is that it does not pay them to 
fatten. 

292. Between Tenterfield and Tabulam it is essentially 
cattle country !—Certainly it is; but if cut up in smaller 
areas there would be a lot of dairying done. 

293. Until recent droughts occurred was not that country 
considered almost useless ?— No. 

294. Is not a good deal of it under no occupation at 
all?—No. You cannot get country there now. It is all 
occupied, 


John Frederick Chick, mixed farmer, Tenterfield, sworn, 
and examined :— 


295. Chairman.] What experience have you had in this 
district 7—Over thirty years. 

296. Are you acquainted with the country between 
Tenterfield and Casino ?—I have travelled through it many 
times. 

297. What opportunity does the first section of the pro- 
posed line as far as Tabulam present for the settlement of 
a number of people as mixed farmers ?—There is. some 
good grazing country off the road on both sides. Beyond 
Drake it is dairying country, and there are some nice little 
farms. Boorook station could be turned into dairy farms. 
There is good dairying country all the way from Drake to 
Tabulam, and beautiful agricultural country along the river 
and on the broken ridges. . 

298. Ten miles out of Tenterfield and on to Tabulam F 
from how far south generally would the proposed line draw 
traffic from mixed farming !—Up to 20 miles. 

299. Is it not a fact that at a number of points along 
the proposed route the hills come so close to the line that 
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there is not a large traffic area to draw from ?—There is 
hilly country along there, but there is some good land 
between the bills. 

300. And from how far north would traffic be drawn ?— 
I suppose you could go 15 miles out. In Pretty Gully 
there is some magnificent country. i 

301. The ranges run very close to the proposed line ; 
would not they be difficult to negotiate ?—Yes, but it is 
all fairly good grazing country. There are no big belts of 
agricultural land. 

302. From Drake on to Tabulam, the country im- 
proves /—Yes. 

303. Compare the section Tenterfield to Tabulam with 
the section Tabulam to Casino, from the point of view of 
productivity ?—From here to Tabulam there is good 
agricultural or dairying country, and the same applies or 
the other side. On this side there is a lot of good hard- 
wood timber, while on the other side the majority of the 
timber is pine. | 

304. Do you agree with the statement that there is.a 
considerable area of both hard and soft timbers which 
would for some time at any rate provide revenue for the 
proposed line?—Yes. Mr. Armstrong’s. evidence was 
quite correct, ae ces og ee 

305. Where do you generally dispose of. your stock and 
farm produce !—I cannot afford to keep many. stock, and I 
dispose of them locally. PANS: ne 2S 

306. If this line were built would you export. any 
products to Casino or the North Coast !—From Tenterfield 
to the rivers is our best market for potatoes, hay, chaff, 
and fruit. 

307. You know they grow potatoes on the Clarence ?— 
Yes. 

308. Are you likely to successfully compete with pro- 
duction down there ?—New England can beat them. Last 
week 14 lb. of potatoes cost 2s. 9d. at Lismore, but they 
are worth only 2s. 6d. a quarter in Tenterfield, which 
shows they are short of potatoes at Lismore. A large 
number of pigs are raised on mixed farms, and Byron Bay 
would be our market if we could only get to it. The 
buyers come here from Muswellbrook, but we would like to 
send the pigs to Byron Bay factory. We want to keep 
out the middleman, who takes all the profit from the 
grower, so that the consumer may get the benefit. 

309. You think the proposed railway would help you to 
do that ?—It would bea big help. Our only market for 
fruit is Brisbane. I have sent fruit there and have got a 
return of 6s. for a bushel case. By the time they got 
that fruit at Murwillumbah it costs 21s. It cost mé 4s, 
per case to send fruit to the rivers by service car ; whéreas 
with the railway we could get it down for Is. per case. | 

310. Haveother mixed farmers and orchardists considered 
distributing their produce by means of a co-operative lorry 
to the rivers ?—There has been talk of it, but no proposal 
has been brought forward. <A railway would benefit not 
only the farmers but all the people in the district. 

311. Where would you send your maize?—To either 
Brisbane or Sydney. Sugar-beet also does well here, 
~ 312. Mr. Drummond.| Outside a 12-mile radius: 
from here towards Tabulam do you consider there is much 
land on which men could make a living if there were rail- 
way connection ?—Not until just this side of Tabulam. 
Then you are on better soil than we have here. ‘I'he soil 
in Tenterfield is patchy. : 

313. Have you sent much fruit to the rivers ?~About 
300 cases this year. 3 | 

314. You would want a good price in view of the cost. of 
carriage ?—Yes, but I have sold to the. river ‘people 
delivered in Tenterfield, and they have carted it down 
themselves, 

315, Do you get a ready market for the fruit you send ? 
—Yes. I have three men waiting for me to send on-to 
Byron Bay. ART GEE 

316. Is much of the coastal fruit sent. up to Tenterfield.? 
—A. good many pineapples and bananas come -here. via 
Brisbane. Some of it is Queensland fruit and some from 
the North Coast. z ee 

317. Most of your pineapples would come from Queens- ° 
land /—Yes, 


Witnesses—-P. Sommerlad and H. Mansel, 10 April, 1923. 
Phillip Sommerlad, orchardist and bee-keeper, Tenterfield, 


sworn, and examined :— 


318. Mr. Cameron.] What area of land do you occupy !— 
None at present; I have sold out. I have just come 
from 55 acres. 

319. Do you carry on an industry similar to your two 
brothers ?-—Yes, it is chiefly fruit-growing, with a litde 
mixed farming and bee-keeping. 

320. Have you sold much fruit in coastal towns ?—Yes, 
a great quantity. 

321. Do you know the country along the route of the 
proposed railway ?—Yes, from passing through it. 

322. Which is the better of the two sections?—If I 
wanted to grow fruit, except citrus varieties, I would stay 
thisend. If I wanted land for dairying, I would go to the 
other end. If I wanted to grow citrus fruit, I would go 
to Tabulam. 

323. If that industry were greatly developed, would it 
have any effect on the market ?—Certainly there would be 
a limit to the market, but they can take an enormous lot 
more than we are able to send them at present. 

324. A good deal of closer settlement and increased pro- 
duction woul:l be necessary to make such an expensive 
railway profitable ?——Yes. 

325. And would not the supply be likely to outgrow the 
demand ?—In fresh fruit it would, but there are other ways 
in which the products could be used. For instance, they 
have sugar at the other end, and it could be made into jam. 
We would also have better facilities for exporting. 

326. You would have to depend en the export market !— 
Yes, for production above what the rivers could consume. 

327. Has fruit growing been carried on to any extent 
locally ’—Yes, an | successfully. There are about twenty 
orchards in the di.trict. 

328. How do your products compare with those of 
Stanthorpe ?—Favourably. 

329. Is the production of fruit at Stanthorpe increasing ? 
—I think it is at a standstill now. They chiefly cater for 
Brisbane, but from now on they will have to depend upon 
export, Jam-making, and preserving. 

330. Is there a special virtue in any particular class of 
country for producing honey ?—Yes. ‘The whole of the 
country down there is particularly suitable. 

331. Because it is heavily timbered ?—Yes, but that does 
not always signify. Heavily-timbered country may be 
useless. The sample I produce is first-class, containing a 
high percentage of box-honey. In that area there is a lot 
of useful timber for the production of light honeys. The 
following is an extract from the report of the president of 
the Bee-keepers’ Association :— 

Out through Drake to Tabulam there are plenty of good sites for 
bee-keeping, with very fine mixed timbers; but the distance to 
market would be the great drawback. 

There are thousands of acres of land that has only the 
native bees on it, with no attempt at bee-keeping, but if we 
had a railway through it would help the industry very much. 

332, Would you not find a ready market in towns along 
the main line ?—No, they have their own product. What 
helps us is that the coast while it produces honey produces 
a rather inferior article. The presence of so much ti-tree 
makes it very dark and objectionable for table use. 

333. Mr. Doe.) How many hives would a man require to 
make a living as an apiarist !—About 200. 

334. Do you find box the best honey-producing tree in 
this neighbourhood ?—It is the best of all. 

335, Do heavy and light years alternate as regards the 
producing capacity !—Not so much with the box. We 
have found it fairly consistent. ’ 

336. How many people are there b tween here and 
Casino producing honey ?—I kt ow of only four along the 
road. 

337. Have you ever had to feed your bees ?— Never except 
through mismanagement. This year the crop for the St.te 
has fallen to a quarter, whereas this district has had the 
heaviest crop on record. 

338. To what do you attribute the improvement in your 
yield ?—In most districts they have lv:d a lighter rainfall 
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than we, and through the spring and summer our trees 
were drawing upon the subsoil moisture ; but as that was 
not replenished through the late summer the subsoil 
moisture gave way and the blossom ceased to yield. Other- 
wise we would have had a phenomenal year, The yield 
now stands at about 2? cwts. per hive, which is astounding. 
A cwt. per annum is regarded as satisfactory. 

339. Mr. Drummond.| For how many years did you 
make a living off 55 acres !—I was on it fur fourteen years, 
and was considered successful. 

340. Did you during that period ship any fruit to the 
coast for sale?—Yes. Last year with a lorry of my own 
I shipped 2 tons per week for three months. 

341. What was your impression of the coast as a 
market ?—It was amazing. We had no difficulty in selling 
fruit. 

342. Did you sell wholesale ?—No, we retailed a lot of 
it. I was able with the assistance of one man to sell a ton 
and get back again in three days. We averaged two trips 
a week for three months ; mostly with apples. 

343, What would you say of this district and that 
between here and Tabulam as regards closer settlement !— 
I would consider them very favorably for fruit and 
vegetable growing. 

344. Would the market be too circumscribed to admit 
of a number of people engaging in that occupation ?—You 
have to know the people on the coast and their peculiarities. 
They are a Jazy people when it comes to doing anything 
apart from their natural avocation. They would stick 
solidly to dairying but for vegetables they wou'd rather 
depend on the other fellow. For that reason, though there 
be 100,000 inhabitants on the coast, they will consume 
more per capita than the same population inland. There is 
a bigger market than the population would lead you to- 
Lelieve, 

345. ITave you carried on much trade with the coast, or 
is that of recent development ?—I was trading with them 
for years. In one year I paid £32 in coach rates for fruit 
alone. 

346. Do you think the statement that 25 to 30 per cent. 
of that country is suitable for the occupations you have 
been engaged in is an over-estimate ?—I do not think to, 


Henry Mansel, mixed farmer and dairyman, Sunnyside, 
sworn, and examined :— 


347. Mr. Travers.) You desire to give evidence regarding 
the proposed railway ?—Yes. I have a grazing holding at 
Boorook, 30 miles on the eastern side of Tenterfield, as 
well as an area on the north of the proposed line. The 
area is 2,300 acres. I have lived in this district all my 
life, and have been reared on the land, I know the 
country between here and Casino. 

348. How would you describe the country 12 miles on 
the other side of Tenterfield ?—On the southern side there 
is a splendid area of dairying country. On the northern 
side there is the Boonoo Boonoo country, which is eminently 
suited for dairying and fruit-growing. 

349. Is there much dairying now ‘teing carried on 
between Tenterfield and Drake ?—There are a few dairies 
beyond the 12-mile limit from here. 

350. Do you know the country between Tabulam and 
Casino for 12 miles on each side of the proposed route ?7— 
On the south side I know it well, but on the north I am 
not familiar with it. The whole of that country is very 
excellent. 

351. Is any portion of your own 2,300 acres suitable for 
dairying !—It could be made so, but it wants improving. 
At present it will fatten stock. 

352. Do you fatten stock on a large scale ? —No. 

353. Where do you find a market for fat stock ?—Prin- 
cipally in Sydney. 

354. Does much stock come from Tabulam to Tenter- 
field ?—Yes, when seasons are good. This year there has 
not been as many asin the past, but I understand that 
stock this year are going towards the coast on eccount of 
the dry season. 
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355, On the north side of the proposed line, excluding 
that already under railway influence, what area would a 
man require for mixed farming ’—It depends on the class 
of country. Some is granite and some of slate formation. 
_ A lot also depends on the man. For vegetable or fruit 
growing 100 to 200 acres would be sufticient, but for 
dairying 400 to 500 acres would be required. 

356. That would be fairly adjacent to the line 1—Yes. I 
also grow fruit, and for the last two or three years have 
been carrying on experiments on behalf of the Department 
of Agriculture with regard to sugar-beet growing, The 
result has been most satisfactory. I have obtained as high 
as 19 per cent. by weight of sugar. In the United States 
they consider 14 per cent. very high. There are thousands 
of acres in this district just as suitable for that purpose as 
my land. 

357. If the railway were constructed what changes 
wou'd in your opinion take place as regards land settlement 
and production /—People now engaged in grazing, owing 
io the distance for carrying their product, would probably 
goin for dairying and fruit-growing. Grape vines a!so 
grow well on this granite country. To-day stock is not a 
payable proposition, and I believe people would be only 
too glad to go in for dairying and fruit-growing, 


WEDNESDAY, 


358. Are the physical features of the country within the 
area referred to such as would enable produce to be easily 
brought to the railway !—I should say so. 


359. If the line were built would it mean any chang? in 
the character of operations on your own farm ?—At Sunny- 
side I could not make any alteration. I do dairying and 
grow fruit. 

360. Do you know the forest reserves !—I know there 
is one of 10,000 acres at Boorook practically untouched, 
and between Sandy Hills and Drake there is an immense 
quantity of timber also. 

361. Can you say whether anv appreciable area of that 
land is suitable for mixed farming ?—I should say 2b per 
cent. would be. : 

362, What in your opinion would be the main con 
tributing factor in producing revenue for the proposed 
line —Immediately it was built there would be traftic in 
timber for one thing, and I believe a quantity of minerals 
would be produced. At Boorook there is good mineral 
country carrying a fair percentage of payable ore if facili- 
ties for getting it out reasonably cheap were available. 
But it is fairly heavy country to open up, and you could 
not expect any material increase for a year or two. 


11 APRIL, 1923. 


[The Committee met at Mount Pleasant Hotel, Drake. ] 


1 resent :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Mauony. 
Francis Micoarn Burke, Esq. 


Winuiam Cameron, Isa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Daviw Henry Drummonp, Exa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


George Henry Doyle. storekeeper, Drake, sworn, and 
examined :— 


363. Chairman.| How long have you been in this dis- 
trict —A bout thirty-eight years. 

364, Will you give some description of the country 
surrounding Drake which you know from personal ex- 
perience !—TI consider it very favourable to settlement. It 
is not agricultural country, but is very fair grazing land, 
and I think this district is going to be one of the greatest 
mining fields in Australia. 

365. What leads you to that opinion ?—A general view 
of the country, the way it has been worked, and the yields 
obtained. 

366. There werea considerable number of minersemployed 
here at one time !—Yes. 

367. What was the reason of their leaving the field 1— 
The same as in many other cases—bad management, 

368. Is it a fact that there used to be 2,000 people 
here !—Yes, and more. 

369. What do you think would follow as far as this 
district is concerned if a railway were built through it ?— 
I think it would be one of the finest districts in New 
England from the point of view of mining and settlement. 
It is well-adapted to fruit growing, and is I believe fair 
country for stock. ; 

370, Mr. Drummond.| The official evidence is that the 
country between Tenterfield and Tabulam is mostly very 
poor, with practically no settlement, and that there is no 
likelihood of much settlement, because the country is of 
slate or granite formation. Is that a correct description ? 
—The people had never had a chance to settle on it. They 
could not get the land. My object thirty-six years ago was 
to get land, and J could not do so, It is only recently that 
one could get a bit of land. Tt has not been available for 
settlement, and some of it is not available now. 


371. Assuming the line were built, what would you 


consider fair areas in which to make land available ?— For 


fruit-growing you would not want much. I do not know 
much about dairying, but I presume 2,000 acres would be 
sufficient. 

372. If railway facilities were afforded, do you think 
there would be a fair amount of settlement along the 
route?—The land would all be taken up if people could get it. 


———— 


Colin Herbert Fraser; grazier and mixed farmer, Tabulam, 
sworn, and examined :— 


373. Mr Drummond.| How long have you been in this 
district ’—Highteen years, My property is down the river, 
7 miles from Tabulam, 

374, The official statement with regard to the country 
between Tenterfield and Tabulam, except for 12 miles from 
Tenterfield and 5 miles from Tabulam, is that it is prac- 
tically unoccupied, and likely to remain so because it is 
mostly slatey and granitic, and entirely unsvitable for 
settlement. Do you agree with that statement !—I think 
the country is suitable for settlement, but, of course, in 
larger areas than richer country. Of this class of country 
a man would want 2,000 acres at a time when cattle prices 
are normal. 

375. The Committee is informed that the good country 
extends from Tabulam for 5 miles towards Drake. Taking 
the other 11 miles, would you say that country is poor, 
slatey, and practically useless for occupation !—I would not 
say it is rich from either a grazing or an agricultural point 
of view. 

376. Is it suitable for dairying if a line were built !—No, 
I cannot say it is. 

377. Do you support the proposal before the Committee ? 
—Yes. 

378. What reason can you advance for building the pro- 
posed railway {—I am somewhat between two fires after the 
report of the official committee which investigated the 
Grafton-Tabulam-Bonaibo-border route, 
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Witnesses—C. H. Fraser and H. A. Rogers, 11 April, 1923. 


379. Do you think this line would be justified from a 
national point of view, and on account of the benefit from 
the decentralising influence it would exert !— From a decen- 
tralisation point of view I am in favour of it: 

380. In the vicinity of Tabulam the land is said to be 
high-class !/—I agree with that. Some of it is the richest 
in New South Wales. 

381. Assuming a railway were built, what would you 
consider a fair living area on that land ?—On parts a man 
might make a decent living on 150 acres, and on less than 
that on the rich river flats. He could go in for dairying 
and grow anything, 

382. If a man had a dairy farm of 150 acres, what num. 
ber of cows could he run ?—He couid milk fifty easily. 

383. What would you consider a fair living area of 
average country, partly good and partly inferior ?—1,500 to 
2,000 acres. 


Henry Atlas Rogers, mine-owner, Drake, sworn, and 

examined :—- 

384.. Mr. Travers.| Which is your mine?—The Kyloe 
copper mine, 

385, How long have you been associated with the 
mining industry !—For sixteen years. I have been deeply 
interested for that period in mining here, and I have been 
instrumental in spending over £52,000 in connection with 
it. My candid opinion is that if we could get a railway to 
this place it would be one of the largest fields in Australia. 
We undoubtedly have the metals. Every ton of ore I ship 
has to show £6 or £7 per ton before I get a penny for 
myself, Every ton costs £2 at the lowest for cartage to 
Tenterfield. Then there are the incidental expenses of 
bringing it to the main road from the mine, amounting to 
another 7s. 6d. per ton. Naturally we have to “ pick the 
eyes out” of the ore and cull the best we can; and this 
leaves a very great quantity of low grade stuff on our 
hands. Only recently I was prepared to ship 500 tons of 
ore to the works, and I approached Mr. Armstrong with a 
view to carrying it through. On going into the figures I 
discovered it would not stand £2 10s. freight from here, so 
I again approached Mr. Armstrong to see if he could do it 
for 30s. It would then show a very small margin of profit 
but that was assuming the market price remained as it 
was. He couid not possibly do it but eventually said ‘I 
am inclined to give it a fly.” J wanted it in within a 
stipulated time, in order to get concessions from the works 
with regard to treatment, which I could not obtain if it 
were sent in dribs and drabs, and the whole thing has now 
fallen through for the time being. There are hundreds and 
thousands of tons of low-grade ore which at Mcunt Lyell 
or Mount Morgan would be considered as high grade. We 
can look at nothing under 12 per cent, as far as shipment 
is concerned. The hill in front here seems to be the chief 
portion of the field, and I understand that over £500,000 
has come out of that hill. There are little shafts here and 
there, but they have had to “cull” it to do any good, I 
have taken over £17,000 out of Kyloe, and put back 
£23,000 in development. ‘Taking copper at £80 per ton I 
have £39,000 worth of ore opened up but I cannot look at 
it under present conditions, 

386. Have you ceased operations? Just for 
moment, but I am about to start again at any time. 

387. What tonnage of ore have you taken out during 
the last 5 years? I should say anything between 400 and 
500 tons, 

388. You have a lot of ore at grass now! 
proximately 600 tons. 

389. What is the cost of raising ore to grass? 
18s, 2d. per ton. It is chiefly copper and gold. 

390. What would it cost you at present to land a ton 
of ore at Tenterfield? £3 5s. 8d.; and at the present price 
of copper that would not pay. 

391. What would the price of copper have to be to 
enable you to carry on? £80 per ton. 


the 


Yes; ap- 


About 


392. Are there other mines working in the district ? 
Yes, there are the Rainbow and the Pioneer ; fine mines, 
but under present conditions they cannot do anything with 
them. 

393, About how many men are engaged in mining in 
this district at present? From 30 to 40. 

394. That is fewer than 6 years ago? Undoubtedly. 

395. Under present conditions are you able to land suit- 
able machinery for mining purposes? The machinery 
wanted here is a large reducing plant and smelters. 

396. Has the White Rock mine gone out?—No. As a 
matter of fact I bought the whole property, and let the 
mine go. There are millions of tons of stuff there, and if - 
it would only go another ounce to the ton it would be a fine 
proposition. They have spent over a million pounds on that - 
property. 

397. What does your low grade ore show !—It averages 
about 6 per cent., and the high grade anything up to 50 
pet ¢ent. = — + 

398. Is it in deposits of gold, silver and antimony ?— 
Yes, but the low grade prevents shipment under present 


‘conditions. 


399. Is there much gold associated with your copper !— 


Yes, a good deal ; as high as 2 ozs. in the new Atlas vein. 


In the Kyloe vein it averages 3 dwts. 

400. Would a line to Tabulam from Casino help the 
mining industry here?—Undoubtedly it would. We 
would have all down hill travelling, and only 16 miles to 
go as against 32. 

401. Can you give the population of the district during 
the most prosperous period of mining ?—It was between 
4,000 and 5,000, ‘The present population is something 
under 400. 

402. It has dropped since the Committee’s last visit !— 
Yes, for the reasons I have stated. 

403. Under present conditions the mining industry is 
not likely to go ahead ?—That is so, unless the market 
becomes favourable. . 

404. Do you do any concentrating at your mine!—Yes, 
I have had 70 or 80 tons of concentrates stacked since 
1918 awaiting a favourable market. 

405. Mr Drummond.| What are the metals which to 
your knowledge are here in payable quantities ?—There is 
antimony; there is also a sheelite mine about 20 miles from 
here with very little work done on it; there is copper and 
gold, but no tin. We have very fine lime deposits within 
10 miles, and coal within 22. There is also iron galore. ; 

406. What is your inward freight on machinery ‘—A bout 
£8 per ton from the seaboard and £3 10s. from Tenterfield. 
It would show a saving of about £3 per ton to get it from 
Sydney to Lismore by sea and thence here as against rail 
freightage from Tenterfield. 

407. Mfr. Doe.| Is it possible to do smelting on the 
ground?!—Yes. In 1917 I proposed to put up a smelter 
myself. At that time the price of basic bricks was out of 
all reason, and the cost of a smelter would have been too 
great. I discovered that I was not going to gain much by 
a smelter under the then conditions. 

408. You have plenty of mining timber in the locality ? 
— Yes. 

409. Thus you have a distinct advantage over many 
other places !— Yes. 

410. What is your depth of haulage ?—Only adout 100 
feet, although the mine is 185 feet deep. 

411. Would a railway to Tabulam only be sufticient 
advantage to cause the mines in the vicinity to start work 
again?—Yes, ‘The freight seems to be the bone of con 
tention with all mines. Years ago when there were plenty 
of miners here you could have all your ore carted for 15s, 
per ton. Now it isfrom £2 to £3 10s. If we were saved 


. £1 10s. of that it would be the means of employing a 


number of additional men. With that advantage I myself 
would put on twenty men at once, 


THURSDAY, - 
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THURSDAY, 12 APRIL, 1923. 
|The Committee met at the “ Tabulam Hotel,” Tabulam. | 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crairman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


i 


Wittrm Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dos, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield 
to Casino, 


John Thomas Reid, grazier, Tabulam, sworn, and 
examined :— 


412. Chairman.| You are a member of the shire council 
of Kyogle!—Yes; I reside within 4 miles of the town- 
ship of Tabulam, 'The proposed railway is of considerable 
necessity to the opening up and development of the North 
Coast district. It will permit of the exchange of products 
between the coast and the northern tableland. The cartage 
of goods from the tableland to the North Coast is at present 
a very considerable item, and entails long haulage over the 
railway and long carriage by sea. If we want wheat, flour, 
or chaff from western districts it has to be hauled by 
train from Tenterfield to Sydney, and thence shipped by 
sea to either Byron Bay or Ballina; while as far as 
Tabulam is concerned, it comes by rail to Casino and then 
by horse team or lorry on here. The building of the pro- 
posed line would open up in these districts a large extent 
of very fine country. On the figures in last year’s Year- 
book the area to be served in the Ewingar district would 
be 187,000 acres, and in the Baryulgil district 276,000 
acres. From a fairly accurate computation we consider 
that the Tabulam district would comprise about 140,000 
acres. The Bonalbo district has under conditional purchase 
and leasehold selections 170,000 acres, and in addition there 

is 30,000 acres of Crown land that is excluded. 

’ 413, To how far around Tabulam would those figures 
relate 1—We have gone down the river south from Tabulam 
about 18 miles, east 7 miles roughly, west about 8 miles, 
and north we took in as far as Bottle Creek—approximately 
9 miles. Within that area there are eighty-seven small 
landholders ; their total areas amounting to approximately 
145,000 acres. We are excluding Bonalbo district and 
holdings from these figures. 

414. Are the majority of those eighty-seven owners on 
holdings of fairly equal size, or do they vary much ?—They 
vary considerably—from 600 to more than 4,000 acres. In 
the event of a railway being constructed those holding would 
cut up into 156 dairy-farms, and there would be 57,000 
acres of rougher country left for grazing purposes. That 
total excludes Tabulam station in which there is 32,000 
acres. Some years ago the Repatriation Department had 
an idea of purchasing Tabulam for the settlement of returned 
soldiers. The local repatriation committee, of which I was 
at that time a member, was asked by the then Minister for 
Lands to make an inspection and to report to him in con- 
nection with the station. We went over the property care- 
fully, and had a map drawn, with the assistance of the 
manager, in pointing out boundaries, &c.,and the committee 
considered that Tabulam station would cut up into 103 
holdings, each sufficient for the support of a man, his wife, 
and three children. We considered they could milk on 
that area about 3,500 head of dairy cows. If the railway 
were constructed the whole of the produce off all this area 
of country would be carried over it. We would be closer 
to Byron Bay as a deep-sea port, and to any other port of 
shipment on the coast. The line is already constructed 
from Byron Bay to Casino ; but if this line were built the 
flow of traffic would be from Casino towards Byron Bay, as 
that is practically the only deep-sea port on the North Coast 
except for Port Stephens and the small harbour at Coff's. 

415-16. Speaking generally, how much land in the area 
you have described would be necessary, if a railway were 
constructed, to afford a mana reasonable living }—It would 


vary considerably. ‘There are many places where a man 
could make a good living on 100 to 120 acres by dairying. 
In other places he would require 400 acres or more also for 
dairying. The normal carrying capacity of the land is from 
a beast to from 24 to 5 acres. 

417. Does that refer to land highly improved, as dairy 
farms near a railway generally are ?—The land that will 
carry a beast to 24 acres is cleared and improved, with the 
exception that it never has been ploughed, 

418. Does that refer to river flats?—Yes. The beast to 
5 acres country is some the rougher and higher land, 
which is only partially improved. 

419. Do the majority of the landholders within the area 
you have described now have their trade relations east or 
west ?—The great bulk of them have their trading centre 
in Tabulam. A few at the lower end go to the little town- 
ship of Baryalgil. 

420. Where do they send their stock for marketing !— 
They either sell them on the coast or ship them to Sydney. 

421. There is no trade of that description going west !— 
No, except that the bulk of the cattle going to Sydney are 
driven to Tenterfield, and despatched from there, 

422. In a normal season, and with normal prices, jg 
there a uniform annual traffic in large stock froin this dis- 
trict towards Tenterfield for consumption in other parts of 
the State /—Yes. 

423, Is that one of the features of the district to which 
every stockowner looks for a market /—Yes. He may sell 
a few locally, but the bulk of his trade is towards the 
bigger centres. 

424, Is there much traffic from Tenterfield in the form 
of stores to be depastured on the Tabulam area for fatten- 
ing t—Normally not a great many, but occasionally num- 
bers come through. 

425. Is there much dairying carried on in the district to 
which your figures refer + —Yes, there are a considerable 
number of dairy-farms. 

426. Is there a butter factory at Tabulam ?’—No. Some 
of the producers on the lower portion send their cream to 
the Copmanhurst factory, some to the factory at Mallan- 
ganee, and a few from this end send it to the factory at 
RBonalbo, : 

427. Would a great stimulus be given to production in 
this district by the construction of the proposed railway ?— 
Yes, a very great stimulus. 

428. Has land changed much about here of recent 
years ?— Until the last eighteen months it changed hands 
fairly frequently. 

429, What would you say was the average improved 
value of land in your district on a freehold basis 1—The 
average right through would be from £2 12s, 6d. to about 
£5 per acre. 

430, Mr Travers.| Assuming conditions remained as 
they are so far as railway facilities are concerned, with the 
completion of the North Coast railway, would the flow of 
traffic be diverted towards Tenterfield, or would it stiil go 
to Casino !—It is quite possible that portion of the cattle 
trade, in the event of the entire completion of the North 
Coast line, would go vid Casino, 

431. If both lines were completed wculd there be any . 
alteration in the trend of traffic /—-It is quite possible there 
would, because I understand the North Coast line would 
somewhat shortev the journey to Sydney, 
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432, Apart from the good dairying country adjacent to 
the river flats where is the best pastoral land—to the north 
or the south of the proposed line !—It lies on both sides of 
it, in about equal quantities. 

433. In the official figures supplied by the Bureau of 
Statistics it is shown that at Tabulam the production of 
butter in 1920 was 161,675 lb. ; in 1921, 76,869 lb. ; and 
in 1922, 309,435 lb. ;—can you give any reason for the 
enormous increase between 1921 and 19221—Probably a 
greater number of men went in for dairying, and probably 
the season favoured them more. I have put in a number 
of years at dairying, and even if a man has a farm of only 
200 acres his returns will vary as much as 30 to 40 per 
cent. from one year to another. Over a big district the 
same thing applies. 

434, In what form of production are the men on the 
Dyraaba Soldier Settlement engaged 1—The bulk in dairy- 
farming. The whole of their produce goes through Casino, 

435. Are there many settlers on 600 acres in that area? 
—There are a number of small areas, 

436. Are they fairly close to Tabulam !—They are sufti- 
ently close for all their business relations to be with 
Tabulam. 

437. Mr. Burke.| The statement was made by Mr. 
Griffith, when Minister for Public Works, that he would 
be favourable to referring to the Committee a line running 
from Casino to Tabulam only. How would that serve your 
district }—It would be of great service as far as it went, 
but it would not open up the district west of Tenterfield— 
which, I take it, is the object in view. I may mention 
that the landabout Drake, which is usually considered to 
be barren, has a considerable grazing value if cut into 
blocks of from 2,000 to 3,000 acres. ‘here is a block on 
it at present time which, when I first saw it, nine years ago, 
was quite devoid of grass. I saw it only a few weeks ago 
and I am satisfied from the grass that was on it then that 
it would carry a beast to 5 acres. 

438. Do you think all the land on that part of the pro- 
posed route could be used for grazing and pastoral pur- 
poses !—I think 90 percent. of it could be. 

439. But if the line ran from Casino to Tabulam only, it 
would be a considerable advantage to this district ?-—It 
would be a very great advantage. 

440. Mr. Drummond.| What do you consider the 
economic distance from a railway at which it is possible to 
carry on dairying?—In the event of a railway going 
through this district a man could take his cream 30 miles 
to a factory by road. 

441, From the point of view of the man who had to con- 
sign it, would it be a commercial proposition to pay freight 
30 miles on cream ?—It is being done at the present time. 

442. Does the cream suffer any serious deterioration 1—. 
In summer time it frequently does. It requires very great 
care to send cream over that distance. 

443, And that would in any case be dependent upon 
having good roads!—Yes. The advent of motor traffic 
entirely revolutionises the carriage of cream, or any other 
perishable product. 

444, For what other industries is this country suitable ? 
—On the river flats lucerne and corn can be grown to per- 
fection. The second-class land will grow cats and wheat 
well. 

445. You would have to grow special varieties to escape 
cust !—We grew a plot for experimental purposes, put in 
roughly, which produced just upon 30 bushels to the acre. 
I cannot say whether it was a special variety or not, but 
in general we would have to discriminate in growing for 
grain. 

446. Is much lucerne grown in the district?—In small 
patches it is, but there is no general cultivation of it. The 
lack of outlet prevents its being a commercial proposition, 
even on suitable land. 

447, Are the river flats of fairly uniform quality 7—Yes. 
The great bulk of them will grow lucerne. 

448. Is the natural rainfall sufficient to assure a fairly 
good crop of lucerne without irrigation?’—It is on the 
patches where it is grown now, 


449, If the proposed lire were built, I assume that a 
considerable amount of lucerne would be grown?—Yees, if 
only for local consumption. In the present season the 
Lismore district would have been very glad of the oppor- 
tunity to buy fodder for dairy stock. 

450. Generally speaking, is the big scrub country unsuit- 
able for lucerne-growing !—Yes ; it is not grown there to 
any extent. 

451. So that could be regarded as an added source of 
revenue to the railway /—Yes. 

452. It is rather unusual, is it not, to grow cereals 
successfuliy on the coast /—East of Richmond range it is. 

453. But maize would grow successfully !—Yes. 

454. In this district is arrowroot grown to any consider- 
able extent ?—No. Very few people here understand the 
value of arrowroot. We have a small paddock of it grow- 
ing at the present time. It will grow in this district. 

455. Do you think the proposed line should be regarded 
from the standpoint of local development alone, or from a 
national point of view, as a work of decentralisation ?—I 
think we should view it in the first place as a national 
work for the opening up of districts. Secondly, it would 
be of great advantage for opening up and cutting up the 
districts through which it passed. 

456. You think the western country would be a big 
factor in rendering it a payable proposition !—Yes, there 
would be a considerable interchange of produce between the 
coastal and the western districts. 

457. Mr. Cameron.| Where is the local supply of fat 
stock obtained !—Locally. 

458. You do not get fat cattle from New England or the 
Western districts!—No. A good many butchers on the 
coast get their supplies in the Tabulum district, and drove 
them to Casino and Lismore by road. 

459. But the river towns can always supply themselves 
with enough fat cattle for their own wants !—They draw 
from here for supplying the Richmend and Tweed Rivers. 

460. I am assuming this is river territory !—Yes, 

461. On that account there would not be any traffic in 
fat stock from the Western districts other than sheep ?— 
Not unless this area were cut up into small holdings. In 
that case the grazing industry would have a tendency to 
decline, and then, of course, people would have to go 
further west for their supplics. But there would certainly 
be very big traffic in sheep for killing purposes between the 
Western districts and the coast. 

462. What interchange of products would there be ?— 
There would be chaff and various cereals from the west for 
fodder, also potatoes and flour. At present all the flour is 
taken from the Western districts to Sydney, and then 
brought by boat to either Ballina or Byron Bay. On the 
other hand, there would be a considerable trade in western 
fruits through here to the coast. During the present 
season a number of lorries have been profitably engaged in 
carrying fruit from Tenterfield to the lower river towns. 
Then there would be the exchange of bananas and pine- 
apples, and other tropical fruits, that cannot be grown on 
the tableland. Apart from that, a number of people would 
seek Tenterfield and the tableland generally for a change 
of climate from the hotter districts of the coast. 

453, Considering the railway is to cost something like 
£30,000 per mile, would even that trade at its full capacity 
warrant building it with the present population !—The 
railway would considerably augment our population and 
increase our production, 

464, Chaff is not called for generally in this district 
other than for ordinary use, is it?—It is in use daily for 
feeding horses in training or working constantly. 

465. But there is not a general demand for it for stock 4 
—If there were adry period in the coastal districts there 
would be a considerable amount, of fodder used if it could 
be got there at a reasonable price. Even in half a drought 
they would use a considerable amount to keep up their milk 
and butter supply. At present they use very little on 
account of the prohibitive cost of transport. I have been 
dairying in the big scrub myself, and many times we would 
have got chaff for fodder, but we were debarred frcm using 
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it through the long distance of transport and the cost of 
handling. Conscquently we had to see many of our cows 
go dry. 

466. Do you not the demand in other parts of the State 
sent the price up rather than the freights ?—Not when you 
remember that chaff has in many instances to be carried 
from 300 t> 500 miles to Sydney, drawn from the railway 
yards down to the wharf, and then shipped on the North 
Coast boat to Ballina or Byron Bay. 

467. It often happens that fodder has to be taken to the 
north-west districts from Sydney in time of drought. Do 
you anticipate that if the railway were built there would 
be a considerable amount more fodder grown in the western 
d'stricts than there is at the present time ?—I cannot say 
that, but I can assure you it would induce the using of a 
greater amount on dairying areas in the coastal districts. 

468. Do you know that the best market for lucerne hay 
to-day is in the north-west ?—That is quite possible, on 
account of the drought zonditions. 

469. According to your evidence fodder would be drawn 
from a place that already draws it from somewhere else !— 
It must be borne in mind that it seldom happens that the 
whole of the State is afflicted with a severe drought. There 
may be drought conditions on the coast when there is a 
good season in the west, and vice versa. 

470. From a dairying point of view, is lucerne as good a 
fodder as the grasses sown ?—I consider that lucerne is one 
of the best dairy fodders that can be grown. 

471. Do you know that in many districts where lucerne 
is grown that is not the opinion—that they would rather 
grow corn and sorghum?—Probably they use that in 
conjunction with lucerne. But as a standby Incerne is 
absolutely unique. 

472. Your rainfall is fairly evenly distributea ?— Yes. 

473. Generally speaking, you would not do much hay- 
making in such a district as this?—Yes, we get sutticient 
dry weather to make lucerne hay. 

474, Would it not be more for ‘“ feeding-off” than for 
hay-making ?—Usually a lucerne paddock “ fed-off” does 
not last as long. 

475. Have you not heard of lucerne paddocks being 
‘*fed-off” for twenty years !—During winter time, yes. 

476. Mr. Doe.| How far is the nearest butter factory 
from here?—From 10 to 11 miles. I would impress upon 
you that a butter factory with a large quanity of cream 
coming in for treatment requires a considerable amount of 
water. In this vicinity we have the Clarence River, and 
that is one of the reasons why I lay stress on the dairying 
industry here. 

477. You say you have all the essentials for high pro- 
duction. That production is not going on?—A large 
extent of the land has been taken up recently, and is only 
just sufficiently improved to begin dairying. 

478. How long does it generally take to convert land 
from its primeval condition into a state of reasonable pro- 
ductivity !—On a piece of country fairly heavily timbered 
you could not do much dairying for about eight years. 

479. Is there much land along the route of the proposed 
line from which you would noi get reasonable production 
for seven or eight years?—The bulk of it has now been 
taken up, and is just reaching its producing stage. 

480. In what year did you grow wheat ?—In 1921. 

481. During the ripening period what were the weather 
conditions ?—It was fairly damp. 

482. And you had no rust in it?—-No; it was abso- 
lutely clean sample. 

483. When the North Coast line is completed do you 
think freight is likely to go via from here Casino to Sydney 
by rail, or to Byron Bay?-—I have no doubt that for a 
great many years it will go via Byron Bay ; because the 
steamers coming there are fi ted with refrigerating 
chambers for butter, and so far as I am aware there are 
no refrigerating carriages on the railway for that purpose. 

484, As regards Byron Bay for a d-ep sea port, do you 
think you would get vessels of any size there ?—I believe 
thal with the construction of breakwaters you could take 
any ocean-going steamer into Byron Bay. I admit they 
could not be accommodated at the present jetty, because i 


does not run far enough out to reach deep water ; but with 
409 or 500 feet of extension water would be obtained deep 
enough for berthing any ocean-going vessel. 

485, Do you know the Richmond Range forest reserve ? 
—Portions of it, 

436. Do you consider it should be retained as a State 
forest or should it be used for closer settlement in part or 
in whole?—-There are some portions of it out of which the 
bulk of the valuable timber has been cut, I understand it 
would take a considerable sum to reafforest it with tho 
timber that grew naturally, and consequentiy | think that 
it should be thrown open for closer settlement. There 
would be some rough country along the ridge of that range, 
and on either side of it. That might be kept for State 
forest purposes. 

487, Mr. Mahony.| Are the 187,000 acres in the district 
of Ewingbar you have mentioned within a 12-mile radius 
of the proposed line ?— No. 

488. And does the same apply to the 276,600 acres at 
Baryulgil ?—To a good deal of it also. But of course the 
advent of motor traffic almost annihilates distance. With 
motor traffic and good roads I consider any land within 30 
miles of a railway is within the influence of it. 


John Murray, manager, Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney, 
Tabulam, sworn, and examined :— 


489. Mfr. Cameron.| Do you desire to give evidence 
regarding the proposal before the Committee !--There is a 
sale of a large area of land now going through which I 
thought might be worthy of mention. It is not absolutely 
completed, but it will be, and I am at liberty to give par- 
ticulars. There are 1,400 acres being sold within 12 miles 
of this centre at £12 per acre, with the idea of its being 
cut up immediately. Jt is being purchased by two different 
people, in separate areas—one of 600 odd and the other of 
700 odd acres. 

490, Can you say what the terms of purchase are ?—On 
short terms—I think six years is the period; a quarter 
cash, and six years for the balance. I understand the 
interest is 65 per cent. 

491, Those terms would be considered favourab‘e?— Yes, 
although some of the biggest estates that have been sold in 
this district have been sold on terms up to twenty years. 

492. Those terms would be exceptionally good ?—Yes, 
T consider any terms upwards of ten years good, though I 
think anything less than ten years would be getting towards 
the shorter side. A big holding has to be improved for a 
man to make a living on a small area; although in sup- 
porting Mr. Reid’s: statement in the value of land J am 
inclined to think he was below the average. I do not 
know of any selector in this district who would sell his 
land under £3 an acre with its present title, unless it were 
very rough, newly-selected country. 

493. Have you had long experience in different parts of 
New South Wales ?—Yes, I have been pretty well a!l over 
the State. I have had sixteen years’ service, and been in 
twenty-five different branches. 

494, Does the North Coast district compare favourably 
with any other part of the State in which you have been ? — 
This particular district compares very favourably. Of 
course, it is absolutely different from the west. It is good 
country for practically 20 miles in any direction from this 
centre. 


John Aloysius O'Dea, grazier, Jackson’s Flat, 'Tabulam, 
sworn, and examined : — 

495, Mr. Doe.| Have you a statement to submit with 
regard to the proposal before the Committee ?—-Yes. My 
wife and I hold about 2,000 acres of leasehold and freehold 
country in the Clarence River Valley. Up to tho present 
I have used it for grazing, but I find that it is now impos- 
sible on account of the low price of stock. Because there 
seemed to be no prospect, I have decided to go in for dairy- 
ing on a large scale. With that obj-ct in view I purchased 
137 acres of the Sandilands estate on the Clarence River, 
mostly river flats, for which I pa‘d £18 per acre. At 
present 50 acres of it is ready for lucerne and the balance 
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for corn and other crops., I intend this spring to milk and 
feed throughout the year 100 head of dairy cows, and 
estimate I cin produce and feed 240 pigs per acre, Last 
‘year I had 20 acres under oates, and although it was a dry 
season the crop was 4 ft. high after being eaten down 
twice. At present I have a patch of corn of 10 acres, and 
notwithstanding the fact that the ground has been culti- 
vated for sixty years it will produce 70 bushels per acre. 
There are 14 acres lucerne that was sown last July, and 
notwithstanding the dry season it has been cut five times, 
and new has a standing crop on it 2 ft. high. Under 
present conditions it would be impossible to sell either 
corn or lucerne profitably, owing to the high cost of cartage 
to the railway. To produce corn and deliver it at the 
nearest railway siding would cost is. 6d. per bushel, and 
lucerne chaff £9 per ton. <A pig fattened in this district 
is worth £1 less than one fattened close to the railway. In 
the first place you get 10s. less for the animal, and it costs 
you 10s. to get it away. Cream is worth 2d. a gallon less 
here than on the railway—that is to say, it costs 2d. 
to get it to the railway. Under present conditions it 
would be impossible for a small man to make a living 
from dairying and mixed farming on the Clarence 
River, because it would cost him too much to get his 
produce away. In the valley of the Clarence from 
3 miles above Tabulam to 20 miles gown the river I 
estimate that there is 50,000 acres of agricultural flats 
equal to anything in the world, with a water supply which 
is never failing. The river has been running constantly 
since 1915. On those flats 100 to 200 acres would be a 
reasonable holding for a farmer, and if he worked it it 
would return him £400 to £500 per annum. I consider it 
a great shame that such a valuable valley should be locked 
up from land-hungry people for want of 40 miles of railway. 
A serious drought is practically unknown on this part of 
the Clarence. Our last dry spell was in 1915, The river 
has a wonderful catchment area. It drains the country 
from Tenterfield to Killarney—250 miles—and all that 
water has to flow down the river. As an irrigation pro- 
position the Clarence Valley stands alone ; and with railway 
communication it would supply all the northern rivers with 
chaff, corn, and other produce in dry times. 

496. The country between Tenterfield and Drake is 
mostly very rough ?—It is decent grazing country. 

497. Do I understand you would be satisfied with a rail- 
way from Casino to Tabulam ?—A line from anywhere to 
Tabulam would suit this district. JI do not think any 
Government would be justified in spending the money in- 
volved on a line from here to Tenterfield—it would not be 
a sound proposition ; but between here and Casino a rail- 
way would be a paying proposition from the start. 

498. You say the land in this locality is suitable for 
lucerne growing. Is there a good depth of soil on the river 
flats ?—There is from 20 to 50 feet close to the river. 

499. How is it from the point of view of lime ?—It is a 
little short of lime. Judging by the cattle reared on it, it 
appears to be deficient in bone-forming constituents. 

500. Is there any limestone in the neighbourhood with 
which the soil could be improved for lucerne !—There is a 
mountain of lime within 3 miles of the town, and plenty of 
firewood for lime-burning. 

501. This river stopped running in 1915 %—Yes. 

502, What was the condition of the country in that 
year 1—It was good compared with any other part of New 
South Wales, There was reasonable feed, and there were 
very few losses of stock. Cattle come here on agistment 
even from Queensland. 

503. What proportion of the £9 per ton it costs to pro- 
duce lucerne would be for cartage?— £4. It is £15 per 
ton now in the Sydney market, and with railway communi- 
cation we could sell it profitably at £10. 

504. You say there are 50,000 acres of good dairying 
land in the whole of the Clarence valley ?—Yes, and agri- 
cultural land. 

505. Would the whole of that be within easy access of 
the proposed line ?— Yes. 

506, In your estimate of a living arca of 120 acres do you 
eontemplate irrigation !—No, It is hardly necessary here. 


507. How many cows would a man require on that area? 
— About thirty. 

508. No detinite attempt has been made to grow lucerne 
herve and send it to Casino !—No, because up to the present 
nobody has grown it in large quantities. 

509. Do you intend to go in for lucerne for local pur- 
poses, or to send away?—It depends on the railway. I 
would have to send most of it away. 

510. What is the freight from here to Casino —About 
£4 per ton. 

511. At present prices could you make a ‘“‘do” of it — 
Yes, it would show a profit of 46 per ton, You would 
have to send the best sample away. i. 

512. What is the lowest market price that would induce 


-you to go in fir lucerne-growing at the present rate and 


send it to Casino !—£13 per ton. 

513. Is the higher country, away from the alluvial fiats, 
suitable for potato-growing!--No. Oats are the only thing 
that-will grow there. 

514. But you are growing potatoes yourself?—Yes. The 
higher country is the best, if it is scrub; but the higher 
country here would not grow potatoes. ; 

515. Mr. Drummond.| Between country suitable for 
dairying on small areas and purely grazing country there 
would be a certain area which has portions of good land on 
it 1—Yes, . 

516. What would be a living area for dairying on that 
class of country, with a certain amount of broken flat /— 
From 600 to 800 acres. 

517. Is there much of that country ?—There is a lot 
suitable for dairying. 

518. That is not included in your estimate of 50,000 
acres 1—No. 

519. Mr. Travers |] What would be the average value of 
any part of that 50,000 acres in the Clarence valley }—On 
its present productive value it would not be worth much ; 
but roughly I should say it would average £10 an acre to- 
day right through. 


James Edward Jordan, butcher and storekeeper, Tabulam, 
; sworn, and examined :— 


520. Mr. Drummond.] How long have you been resident 
in this district?—All my life. From Tenterfield on the 
proposed route the country is rough and hilly for the first 
33 miles, but a lot of it has been taken up during the past 
few years. At Drake, where the land is considered the 
poorest in the district and hard to improve, almost the 
whole of Fairfield holding has been taken up. On the fringe 
of Tabulum a limestone lode is struck, as well as an iron- 
stone lode. You then come to the Yabbra Timber Com- 
pany’s sawmill, They put in a good plant, and have 
worked it for twelve months, but it is now found not to be 
up to requirements, and they are putting in a more 
expensive plant. Tabulam itself is best known for cattle 
fattening. The champion beast at the last Sydney Show 
was bred at Tabulam. From bere on to Casino the land 
could all be made useful, and hardly an acre would go to 


waste. Some few months ago a butter factory here was 
mooted. The people held meetings and approached the 


Byron Bay Company, which sent representatives here who _ 
were greatly impressed with the place. Though the pro- 
posal has been turned down for the present, possibly if a 
railway were built through it would be a big inducement 
for those people to come back here. Goods we got 
here from Sydney by steamer to Lismore, rail to Casino, 
and then team to Tabulam; but produce we get wd 
Tenterfield by team or lorry. The freight from Ten- 
terfield ranges from £4 to £4 10s., and from Casino it is 
£4 per ton. 

521. How do you get your sheep?—All by road from 
New England. 

522. Would there be a big trade in sheep from that 
direction if a line were built?—I should think so, The 
rivers use a lot of mutton, and would otherwise have to get 


it by boat from Sydney. 8G be 
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523. Generally speaking, is there a movement of fat 
cattle towards ‘l'enterfield from this district ?—There has 
been, but I think the last year or two the Ramornie Meat- 
works down the Clarence used up a lot of cattle from this 
district. Last year a large number went to Byron Buy. 

524, Are there many pigs raised in this vicinity ?—Not 
a great many. 

525. West of Tabulam is there any dairying done ?-- 
There is some. 

526, Dairying is quite a big industry at Mallanganee !— 
Yes, 

527. What isthe distance from there to Casino?—Twenty- 
six miles, and 11 miles here. 

528. Is the extra 11 miles distance from the rail-head 
responsible for the fact that dairying has not been developed 
here ?—~Unfortunately a lot of this country is not available. 

529. It is because it has not been cut up into small 
holdings for the purpose?—I should say so. I might 
mention that on the old Drake goldfield some of the mines 
turned out a lot of gold afew yearsago, ‘There is the little 
Lady Jersey, and the old Adeline, and other mines. The 
ore is low-grade, and therefore it is too expensive to send it 
the necessary distance for treatment. 

530. What is the difference in the freight from here to 
Tenterfield to-day, and in pre-war days?—The horse teams 
used to bring it down for 40s. to 50s. per ton, 

531. Where does the timber that is milled near here 
go’—To Tenterfield. It is trucked there. 

532. If a railway were constructed, do you consider there 
would be a greater movement of timber in that direction !— 
I think there would be. 


James Jordan, hotelkeeper, Tabulam, sworn, and 
examined :— 


533. Mr. Travers.| How long have you been in the dis- 
trict /—Seventy years. 

534. Do you know the whole of the country coming 
within the influence of the proposed line ?—I do pretty 
well. The real benefit of the line would be to open up the 
country and give the settlers who would come here a chance 
to get their produce away and their stores brought to them 
at cheaper rates than hitherto. People have been at a 
great disadvantage on that account. I have seen heavy 
crops of maize grown here, but it is impossible to get it 
away and sell it to advantage. J have drawn maize here 
for 20 miles, and the highest price I ever got was 2s. 6d. 
per bushel. If you could get it to Casino it would be worth 
8s. or more; but there is no transit except by teams or 
motor lorries, and the cost is altogether too high. ‘The 
same applies to other produce, such as butier. There is no 
doubt that there are large areas of beautiful land in this 
district suitable for cultivation of any kind, also for grazing 
and dairying. The Tabulam district raises some of the best 
cattle in the State. 

535. Do you know the country 12 miles east of Tenter- 
field in the direction of Drake ?—Yes ; a large portion of it 
is good grazing land. It is, of course, very rough in places, 
but ic is good country for cattle, especially in winter time, 
as has been proved during the last couple of droughts, when 
thousands of cattle were brought there from all parts of the 
west, and it was the salvation of them. From the main 
road a person who did not know the country might think 
it was not worth much; but a few miles off the road, 
especially on the north side, there is very good country. 

536, The best land lies north 1—I think so, but there is 
a larger extent of country on the southern side. 

537, Has there been much alteration in the ownership 
of land here during the last five or six years?—No, 
Tabulam Estate was all surveyed, and preparations were 
made to sell it; but when the cattle slump set in they were 
unable to get rid of it, 

538. Is the district remaining stationary !--No; the 
population has increased a good deal during the past five 
or six years. 

539, Is that due to men taking up more land 1—Yes. 
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5L0. Would a line from Casino to Tabulam serve the 
largest portion of the good country between Casino and 
Tenterfield ?—I do not think it would. It would. divert. , 
trade. There is a large scope of good land on the other 
side of Drake, and a few miles past Drake would be as near 
Tenterfield as toa line here. The mineral production cf 
Drake would be a big factor if there were a line through. 
I feel sure those mines could be profitably worked if there 
were a chance of getting machinery there and the mineral 
produet away, and there would be a big trade in that 
respect. . 

Srl. From what direction do your stores come ?—From 
Sydney, via Lismore and Casino. 

542, Does much stock pass through here to Tenterfield? _ 
--Yes, usually, The cattle trade is a very big thing through | 
here. 

543. Is the movement of stock mostly towards Tenter- 
field 2—Yes, towards the western country ; and all the fat 
stock goes from here to Sydney. 

544, With the completion of the North Coast line, 
assuming other conditions remain the same, is the movement 
of fat stock likely to be towards Casino instead of towards 
Tenterfield ?—No, I think the flow of traftic would be still 
towards Tenterfield. 

545. Chairman.| The land between Tenterfield and 
Drake, though held for many years, has hardly been 
occupied or improved 1—That is so. 

546. What change has taken place in what you call fair 
grazing country that has been improved /—I think in its 
unimproved state it would carry a beast to S$ or 9 acres, and 
improved a beast to between 6 and 7 acres. 

547. Do you think the recent taking up of some large 
areas in that district during the last five years has been due 
to the very high price of stock prior to the recent slump !— 
Yes, there is no doubt it has been. 

548. Mr. Burke.] I understand that at Drake there were 
some years ago thousands of inhabitants where now there 
are only hundreds ?—Yes. 

-549, Can you assign any reason for their leaving that 
district ?—It was a mining population, and the decline was 
due to the fact that the ores were difficult to treat there. 
Some went to Cockle Creek, and was treated with good 
results, but the cost of transit was too high. 

550. You have a high opinion of the mineral bearing 
quality of that country!—Yes, because I have seen some _ 
very good shows there. After a few feet however the — 
minerals become so mixed that it was difficult to treat them. 
In nearly every case gold is there. 

551. lf the railway were constructed, would the ores be 
treated locally /—If they could get the machinery there to 
treat them on the ground it would make it much easier, 
because they would get the whole of the value on the spot 
and avoid carting useless material. But even if they had to. 
send it away partially refined it would mean a great saving. 
A. lot of that stuff would pay handsomely if it could be .~ 
treated at reasonable cost. i 

552. There is a mine at Drake on which a large sum of ' 
money was expended at one time. _What was the trouble 
there ?—They could not treat the ore. There was plenty 
of it, and there is plenty now. . 

553. Are you of opinion that if the line came through 
Drake would be as flourishing in the near future as it was 
in the past ?—Perhaps not quite, because there was a 
‘boom ” there in former days. 

554. Afr, Cameron.| You are an experienced: cattle 
man !— Yes. 

555. Practically the only use for the country of which 
you are speaking is for breeding !— Yes. 

556. Would it not take more than 6 acres to run a cow © 
and a calf?—Perhaps it would be better to run dry cattle 
on it. 

557. You would want a good’ many cattle to make a 
living — Yes. 

558. Even at 6 acres to the beast you would want 500 
head ?—That is so. 

559. Would it be a paying proposition from a-cattle 
point of view to have any of that country at all?—At the 
present price of cattle no doubt it would not. 
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560. Therefore at the present price of cattle that land 
has no value at all ?—Perhaps not ; but many people have 
cattle they must run somewhere. 

561. If a practical man were offered 1,000 acres of that 
country to-day and had to improve it would he not be 
better off without it ?—Perhaps so, but it is wonderful what 
a difference improvement makes to that country. 


562. Mr. Drummond.| Do you agree that the best 
country in the Tabulam district is equal to the big scrub 
country on the coast !—I do. 

5638. Do you consider that lack of railway communication 
has considerably hampered the progress of this district ’—I 
am sure of it, 
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564. Do you attribute the fact that this district is so 
much more backward than coastal districts to the lack of 
proper communication ?—Yes, in a big way. 

5€5. Mr. Mahony.] Do you think if the proposed railway 
were built it would assist mining in the Drake district, 
bearing in mind that the Cobar mining district is practically 
de‘unct ?—I know nothing of the Cobar district, but know- 
ing what has been done in the past, and the cost of opera- 
tions, I am sure that with better facilities mining would be 
a paying proposition at Drake. I do not say all the mines 
would be opened up but a good many of them would. 

566. It would depend on the selling price of metals !— 
Yes ; you have to risk fluctations in that industry, as in 
any other. 


FRIDAY, 18 APRIL, 1923. 
{The Committee met at Tabulam Hotel, Tabulam.] 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHatrmayn). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis Micuaet Burke, Esa. 


WituaM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dos, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrummMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfie'd 
to Casino. 


Norman Johnson, grazier, Meryula, Bonalbo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


567. Chairman.| You have a statement to make with 
reference to the proposed railway ?— Yes. 


I am a grazier and farmer residing in the Bonalbo district. About 
three and a half years ago I retired from an auctioneering business, 
which I personally controlled for nearly nine years. During that 
time I became thoroughly acquainted with the Bonalbo and sur- 
rounding districts. I was formerly engaged in dairy-farming in the 
Bangalow district, which is regarded as amongst the best dairying 
land in Australia. The country around Bonalbo and surrounding 
districts is equal in many respects to Bangalow district for dairy- 
farming. I have a fair knowledge of the country between Casino 
and the Richmond Range, including the Dyraaba Soldier Settlement, 
and a thorough knowledge of the country from the Richmond Range 
to the Drake side of Tabulam, including the Bonalbo district through- 
out. The whole of the country referred to is eminently suited for 
dairying and mixed farming, and would carry a very large closely 
settled population. At the pres:nt time there is a great demand 
for land in Bonalbo and surrounding districts. When this exists 
under present conditions, it goes to show what the development 
would be if the district was only opened up by railway communica- 
tion. At present there are 150 land-holders in the Bonalbo district 
holding 170,000 acres of land or an average area of 1,140 acres per 
man. With railway facilities 200 acres would be ample for a living 
area, so that on this area 850 families could be settled and making 
a good living instead of 150 as at present. Besides the 170,000 acres 
above referred to, which is mostly open forest country, there is about 
30,000 acres held as State Forest, namely, Yabbra and Richmond 
Range State Forests; and as the soil on this areais very rich 100 acres 
of the scrub soil would be a living area, so that here again 300 families 
can be settled as soon as the wealth of timber is removed from over 
‘his area. Thus the Bonalbo district can carry 1,150 families on 
the land just as well as it carries 150 to-day. A butter factory has 

zen established at Bonalbo for some years and is working ver; 
satisfactorily, manufacturing a first-class article and getting top 
prices. Amongst the honors received is a third-prize medal in the con- 
tinuous grading competition as conducted by the Royal Agricultural 
So-iety of New South Wales. At the above society’s last show, 
ending on the 4th April, our butter graded 94 and 934 points respec- 
tively in Classes 1,319 and 1,317. Both these classes were cight 
weeks stored, one salted and one unsalted. For the year ending 
30th June, 1912, our factory manufactured 64,293 lb. butter, and 
paid out £2,423 12s. 7d. to twenty-four suppliers; and for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1922, we manufactured 309,635 lb. butter, 
and paid out £15,595 11s. to sixty-four suppliers. To-day there 
are seventy suppliers to the factory. The cartage on butter from 
Bonalbo t» Casino is £4 per ton, and last year our factory paid out 
£945 18s. 11d. in freights. During the year ending 3lst December, 
1)22, one of my neighbours received from th> local butter fict ory 
£349 3s. lld., being the returns from twenty cows, and an average 
of £17 19s. per cow por annum. Another neighbour milking fifty 
cows received £656 73. 7d. for the same period, being an average of 
£13 63. 8d. per cow per annum. Waen you take those figures into 
eoasi leration and allow for the disabilities under which this important 


industry is carried on, anyone must be convinced of the great possi- 
bilities of development, if facilities only permitted. JI own over 
5,000 acres of land in the Bonalbo district myself, which is used 
chiefly for grazing purposes, but if I had better means of marketing 
produce, and other conveniences which come with a railway, I 
would use the whole of my land for dairying and mixed farming. 
One of the greatest difficulties to overcome at present in such isolated 
districts as this is labour to work dairy farms, whereas with railway 
facilities this obstacle would very largely disappear. At the present 
time there are 33,915 head of cattle in the Bonalbo district, most 
of which are station eattle, and are not of much value to 
the owners and not producing much revenue to the State, whereas 
if these cattle were changed over for dairy cattle, what a revenue- 
producing asset they would be, both to the owners, the many families 
working the dairy farms, and the State as a whole. Although the 
dairymen engaged can show good returns from their dajries, yet, 
as an industry, it is quite in its infancy, as can well be understood 
when we know the district is carrying so many station cattle. Pig- 
raising is also in its infancy, though to those who have turned their 
attention in that direction, it has been very profitable. During the 
year ending 3lst March of this year 2,262 fat pigs have been either 
sent to Kyogle Bacon Factory or sold to private buyers. This 
industry would be developed to a very great extent in the event of a 
railway. Quite a number of settlers in Bonalbo are shareholders in 
the Byron Bay Bacon Factory, and also the meat canning works at 
Byron Bay. Iam ashareholder in both companies myself, but have 
never sent a fat beast or pig to either factory, owing to lack of 
facilities, but would do so if we had a railway. This applies to 
practically every settler in the district. 
Timber. 

There is an enormous extent of the most valuable timbers of the 
very best quality on the country affected by the proposed line. I 
consider it is impossible to estimate its full value. I am a director 
of the local sawmilling company, and have made a careful estimate 
of the quantities of timber. In Yabbra Scrub alone there are 
10,000 acres of dense scrub; then on the Bonalbo Watershed of the 
Richmond Range State Forest there is an enormous extent. of timber, 
besides dozens of smaller scrubs rich with softwoods. Besides 
the above referred to, we have numerous pine scrubs; in fact, nearly 
every range is skirted with pine scrubs. In the open forest country 
we have the following hardwoods: Ironbark, red gum, grey gum, 
spotted gum, tallowwood, bloodwood. All the abov hardwood 
timbers are very numerous and are of the best quality. The iron- 
bark in the Bonalbo area is equal, if not superior, to anything in 
Australia. Bridge-builders and contracto:s who have had experience ~ 
in other districts s y that our ironbark and other ha:dyood is of the 
best quality. To-day these valuable timbers are being destroyed in 
the ordinary process of clearing, owing to the want of a railway or 
other means of marketing the timbers. Settlers, if going to make 
ggod on the land, must clear for grazing or the plough, and there 
are millions of pounds worth of timber going up in smoke or being — 
otherwise destroyed, from which the settler or State gets no benefit. 
I claim this loss is a crime and a national loss, which can only be 
remedied by a railway. 

The present average cutting capacity of our local sawmill is 
59,000 feet per week. The priacipal timber cut is pine, as hardwoods _ 
are only cut for local requirements, the freight making it prohibitive 
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to cut hardwood for any outside markets. From our mill we have a 
surplus of 40,000 fect of pine per week above local requirements ; 
this timber we cend to Sydney. Tke cartage from Bonalbo to 
Casino is 10s. per hundred feet, so that on our present output we 
pay £10,000 per year in freight to Casino for a distance of 41 miles 
per horse teams or motor lorries. The latter can only work in dry 
weather. 


From Casino it goes to Lismere by rail at a ccst of Is. 8d, per 
100 for 20 milcs. So that we readily sce that cartage costs just 
three times as much per teams as by rail. This is not the only 
difficulty, for we have found from bitter experience that the transport 
of our t'mber is such a huge undertaking that we cannot establich 
a carrying business to handle the output of our mill in a satisfactory 
manner, and we are often compelled to break faith with our many 
clients through delays in deliveries of timber. If we had a railway 
direct to Sydney, all our pine timber would go direct by rail instead 
of by boat as we would save the extra cost of handling and the timber 
would arrive in so much better condition. At present we are sending 
three trial consignments by team via Tenterfield, thence rail to 
Sydney, and feel confident from the figures supplied us that we 
will not only land our timber in better condition, but will show a 
small profit. The following is a rough estimate of the various 
c.asses of timber in our district :— 


IPERS Pee tact Acces sattectees fetes ea 50,000,000 feet. 
Commercial softwoods ............ 50,000,000 __,, 
FAR WOUCS ic, theesies sone cSatee se »-.. 500,000,000 _,, 


Agriculture. 


We have a soil, climate, and rainfall such that we can produce an 
endloss variety of crops, but the output is necessarily limited by 
reason of the lack of market facilities. The staple crop is maizc, 
which is grown on the various farms in areas ranging from 5 to 
100 acres. The crops here are almost uniformly good and range 
in yield from 50 to 100 bushels per acre, according toccasons. LHighty 
to ninety per cent. of the mazie grown here is consumed locally in 
rather a wasteful manner, it being fed to pigs. The other crops 
waich thrive here are pumpkins, lucerne, cotton, oats, turnips, pear, 
potatces, &c. The following are a few facts concerning locally 
grown crops. Mr. Waller, two years ago, grew 50 tons of pumpkins. 
At the time they were worth £13 per ton if he could only markct 
them, but, owing to lack of facilities, he had to feed them to pigs. 


Mr. Mackrcll, from two bags seed potatccs produced 72 bags of 
marketable potatces. 


From 14 acres I sold 30 tons oaten chaff. “heee returns I merely 
mention to show that cur soil and district is capable of producing 
crops that will compare with the kest if markct facilitics cnly 
encouraged the growth of same. Lucerne grows excecdingly well 
anil over a ton of lucerne eced is being sown this autumn. 


Cotton. 


We have thousands of acres of land highly suitable for cotton 
growing. In fact, Mr. A. Byrnes of Old Bénalbo, who has grown 
4 acres of cotton and is now picking it, has broken the world’s record 
by producing a cotton plant bearing 325 bolls. I understand from 
cotson experts that the best plant previously grown boro 295 bells. 
This plantation has been visited by many cotton growers and 
enthusiasts, and the crop is pronounced by such men as Coloncl 
Griffiths, of the Cotton Growers’ Associaticn, as being equal to 
anything in Qucensland. The Department of Agriculture has 
asked for a sample of the soil, believing it to possess special propertics. 
I produce samples of the cotton, also photographs of the crop. If 
better marketing facilities permitted of the intenee cultivaticn cf 
this crop it would give employment to hundreds of men, kerides 
being revenue producing to the grower and the State. 


Water, Rainfall, and Arec. 


The whole of the country along the propored railway, and, in fact, 
throughout this district, is splendidly watered by crcecks, springr, 
and abundance of surface waters, and, like the whole of the North 
Coast, is blesred with a good rainfall. In support of this I can 
produce official figures going over a period of years which show 
that the average rainfall is over 40 inchcs. This together with very 
many natural advantages makes our district safer for clocer ccttle- 
ment in every sense of the word. 


The main Tenterficld-Casino road passes through the worst country 
between Tenterfield and Casino. There is a big area of magnificent 
country down through Doubtful Creck and Bonalbo and Emu Creek. 
By travelling along the main road you get an absolutely wrong 
impression of the country to be cerved by a railway, and, in my 
opinion, no evidence as to the productiveness of this rich Lelt cf 
country can fully convince you as would be achieved by a perscnal 
Inspection and tour through the country referred to. 


Interchange of Products. 


I do not propose to dwell on this point more than make a few 
observations as no doubt other centres have explained our disabilities 
in this respect in an unmistakable manner. As recently as yesterday 
I made a purchase of 15 tons chaff landed on rail Glen Imes at 
£7 5s. per ton. This chaff landed in Bonalbo will cost £15 per ton, 
yet the distance is only 124 miles. In most cases the freight on 


produce and fruit grown in New England i+ greater than the purchace 
price. 


27 
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568. Do all your statements and statistics re‘er to the 
same areas 1—Yes ; 170,000 zercs ccmprises the : ettlen ent 
of Bonalbo proper. 

569. Does all the rest of your information, excepting 
with regard to the line between here anl Drake, refer to 
that 170,0C0 acres?—Yvcs. The timber is included in tle 
extra 30,000 acres, making altoge Ler 1oughly 260,CC0 
acres. 

570. How is that 2(0,000 acres situated gencrally with 
regard to Bonalbo !— Benalbo township is hardly the centre 
of that district. The centre would be +] ghtly to the south, 

57]. The larger proportion of that arca weuld Le on the 
side further from Tabulam ?—Ye-. 

572. Would vou truck your produce at Tabu’am if the 
line were built ?—Tabulam as a railway cent:e would be 
too far away for the nortlern portion of Bonallo. They 
would be in much the same position as they are in to-day. 

573. How much of that 200,000 acres would provide 
traffic for a railway station at Tabulam ?—If there were no 
station closer than ‘l'abulam the railway would net develop 
the Bonalbo district to a great extent. Of course what 
was trucked would be trucked at Tabulam. 

574. How far is Old Bonalbo from 'Tabulam ?—About 
25 miles. 

575. You are 41 miles from Casino by road ?—Yes, 

576. Would the difference in distance bring about the 
highiy desirable result you suggest in increase! settlement 
and production !—No, because there is 15 miles of good 
country north of Old Bonalbo which would be 40 miles 
from 'fabulam and would not feel the benefit of the line 
from Tenterfield to Casino suthciently to make 2C0 acres a 
living area. I had in mind railway communication such as 
a line to the Bonalbo district from Casino or Grafton. 
Either would develon Bonalbo. 

577. You do not anticipate that very great development 


‘would follow the construction of the line proposed !—It 


would certainly develop the district because it wou'd bring 
it closer to railway than itis at present; but with 
Tabulam as the nearest railway point it would not reduce 
the possible living area to 200 acres because a large number 
of people would be 25 miles from it. In yreparing my 
evidence I had in mind a line from a point 6 miles along 
the Casino-Kyogle line through the Dryaaba soldier 
settlement to Bonalbo and then down to Tabulam. 

578. Had you in mind that that line could be constructed 
without materially increasing the cost of the through line? 
-—I understand from Mr. Surveyor Jamieson, who made an 
inspection or survey of the route to which I refer, that 
there are no engineering difficulties in connection with it 

579. Mr. Travers.| Are you favourable to a line from 
Tenterfield to Casino ?—I am. 

580. Your idea is that it should be constructed along the 
proposed route from Tenterfie'd as far as Tabulam, then 
proceed north to Bonalbo, and then east to a point on tl.e 
Casino — Kyogle line ?—That is the line I would suggest. 

581. The official Committee on Land Development h-s 
been through this district, and has reported against the 
Tenterfleld—Casino proposal, but recommends that a rail- 
way be built from Grafton up the Clarence Valley to 
Tabulam, through Bonalkbo t> Urbenville to the border and 
Acacia Creck, connecting with the Queensland system at 
Killarney ; and secondly, that a railway be authorised 
from Casino via Dyraaba soldier settlement, connecting 
with the first proposal in the vicinity of Bonalbo. I take 
it either of the two lines suggested by the Land Develop- 
ment Committee would better serve the settlers at Donalbo 
than the presmt proposal’—We want an interchange of 
products between the tableland and the coast, and the sug- 
gested lines would not serve that purpose as well as the 
proposal before the Committee. 

582. But the proposal before the Committee would not 
serve Bonalbo as well as cither of the two lines recum- 
mended by the Land Development Committee !—That iss’. 

5o3, Will you mention the softwoods comprised in the 
timber area to which you refer ?—Beech, white beech, 
brown beech, red cedar, white cedar, silky oak, cudgerce, 
teak, long jack, booyong, and rosewcod woul! be the bulk 
of them. 
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583a. Does the configuration of the country lend itself to 
making that timber readily accessible?—Yes. I have 
taken a motor-car to practically every scrub in Bonalbo, 
wher registering distances from the mill. 

584. Mr. Drummond.] On your suggested deviation you 
would still have to cross the Richmond Range. That 
would be easier to cross further north than at the point 
already proposed !—I understand so from Mr. Jamieson. 

585. If that suggested deviation were carried out would 
it in your opinion conflict with the line from Grafton up 
‘the Clarence Valley?—In my opinion it would not. The 
portion between Bonalbo and this centre would form 
_ portion of that other line if ever constructed. 

586. It would not necessarily rob that line ?—No. 

587. Is the Committee to assume that the roads between 
Tabulam and Casino and Bonalbo are not good !—They are 
practically impassable at the present time. They are not 
metalled roads, and are bad in wet weather. 

588. For what portion of the year?—Last year they 
were not bad because we had a dry season; but with a 
-rainfall of 40 inches and over they would be bad for three 
months of the year. 

589. Between Tenterfield and Casino do you imply that 
the country is practically developed to its limit because 
there is .a. good road.!—No, it is not fully developed. 

590. Does not your statement that you have growna 
good crop of oats conflict with your saying that if a line 
. were constructed through to Tenterfield an interchange of 
produce: and fodder would take place ?—I speak not only 
of the interchange of products so far as my own district 1s 
concerned. ‘Take towns like Lismore and Casino. We 
would not grow enough at Bonalbo to supply them, I 
refer more to the interchange of products between the 
tableland and the coast. 

591..Is the Committee to assume that at certain times 
there would be a demand on the coast for tableland chaff 
and hay, due to the variation of seasons !-— Yes. 

592. Yet you have imported chaff into the district ?— 
Yes; 

593. Was that owing to a dry season ?/—Yes, and to the 
~ demand for chaff in our district. 

594, Would the amount of fodder used be a considerable 
‘factor in making a line from the tableland to the coast 
pay !—The freight on chaff might not amount to anything 
considerable ‘but it would contribute. I quoted those 
figures merely to show the cost of freight. 

595. Are there any mineral possibilities along the line 
of the deviation you suggest?—In the Bonalbo district 
there are seams of coal 15 feet thick, : 

596. You advocate a line from Casino to Tenterfied, via 
Bonalbo ?-—Yes. 

597. The capital cost of the proposed route is estimated 
at nearly £2,500,000, while the anticipated interest charge 
of nearly £137,000 per annum is likely to be thrown upon 
the taxpayers. In face of that, do you think the district 
_ Offers any prospect in the reasonably near future of that 
heavy burden being reduced or wiped out, or can you give 
any idea how much of the loss on the line could be met by 
increased production ?—T'o-day we have 30,000 acres of 
scrub land on which the royalty from timber is about 3s. 
per 100 feet, and it is not worth any more to the miller, 
because of the heavy cost of cartage. In sawmilling we 
“can cut only pine and cedar, and those are the only timbers 
_ that leave our district, With railway communication we 
could cut hardwood. ‘The royalty, instead of being 3s. per 

100 feet on pine, could be just as readily made 13s, The 
increased royalty would safely be worth 10s., and the 
_ timber would be equally sought. Then there would be the 
“énhanced value of the scrubs to the forestry authorities, 
"because the people could market their timber, which they 
cannot do to-day. 

598. If a railway went reasonably close to your property, 
in what way would you use your 5,000 acres?—I would 
: subdivide it into dairy farms, and either sell or work the 
dairies on the halves system. 

599. From the standpoint of permanent settlement, would 
that be nearly as good in a national sense as if the land 


_ tion. 


were sold to the settlers ?—To my mind, so iong as the land 
is being worked to its full capacity it would not make a 
great deal of difference. If a family proves industrious and 
thrifty they will work your property for a few years, and 
then want to buy on long terms. If they have saved a few 
hundred pounds it will be a safe proposition to sell to them, 
because they have proved themselves capable. In a case of 
that kind I would favour selling. There are other people 
who might not be ‘‘ triers,” and it would be disastrous to 
patch up a sale with them. 

600. Do you think, speaking generally, you would get as 
good production from country let on the halves, or rental, 
system as if the land were sold direct?—It should follow 
that a man owning the land would work it to the best 
advantage, but unfortunately it does not always. I would 
favour selling land, but a lot depends on the willingness of 
the landlord to afford improvements. 

601. Mr. Cameron.| With regard to interchange of pro- 
ducts, what would you get from the north-west that you 
have not already ?—Potatoes, mostly. They would come 
from New England, and so would fruit and sheep. Atl the 
sheep we get here have to travel down the road to butchers 
or else be shipped from Sydney. 

602. ‘The railway is estimated to cost some £30,000 per 
mile, and the heaviest construction will be between Tabulam 
and Tenterfield. Seeing the best market for chaff in New 
South Wales to-day is the north-west itself, how would 
that district be likely to supply chaff here?—They are 
doing so. You can buy prime oaten chaff in Glen Innes 
for £7 5s. per ton to-day. 

603. What would you say to a proposal for extending 
the line from Casino to Tabulam, according to your sug- 
gested alternative route ?—-It would serve the district fairly 
well. Of course it would not enable produce to be 
exchanged with New England, but the timber alone would 
pay for the construction of the line and the cost of running 
it for many years, 

604. Mr, Burke.| What is the distance from Tabulam 
to the forest which has so much good pine on it?—You 
would get to the nearest end of the Richmond Range State 
Forest in 20 miles from here. 

605. What is the greatest distance produce can profitably 
be carted ?—With good roads and motor-lorries you could 
cart it 20 miles, but I think 12 to 15 miles is sufficient. 

606, Generally speaking you are favorable to the con. 
struction of a line right through from Tenterfield, with the 
deviation you suggest ?—Yes, as far as our district is con- 
cerned ; and considering the line from a revenue-producing 
point of view, I believe that deviation would be more than 
justified. 

607. In view of the extraordinary cost per mile of 
getting through about 12 miles of rough country between 
Drake and Tenterfield, do you not think a line terminating 
at Tabulam from Casino would very fairly serve the district 
—allowing 15 miles out of Tenterfield and 15 miles further 
on from here as being already served !—That certainly 
takes a lot away from my argument, I admit; but I think 
a larger view should be taken, with regard to the inter- 
change of produce between New England and the coast. 

608. If a line were built through to Cusino, or deviated 
as suggested by you, would you send your produce to 
Tenterfield or to Casino ?-—It would depend on its destina- 
If they were having a bad time in New Hngland or 
prices were better that end we would send it there. We 
would go wherever the price was best or freights were 
cheapest. 

609. Chairman.| Have you any idea by how much your 
suggested deviation would lengthen the proposed line ? 
I should think roughly only five or six miles. 

610. Am I right in concluding that you think those State 
foresta should be absolutely denudel and nothing left for 
future growth? No. I would suggest that a full report 
be obtained, and on the pine scrub that showed much 
young growth I would cut the marketable timber out and 
retain the area. 

611. You state that the royalty could b> considerably 
increased on that pine and softwood timber if the line were 
deviated. What do you think the maximum royalty the 
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Orown could exact if the line were built as you suggest? 
—Ten shillings per 100 instead of 3s. or 34. 6d. as at 
present, 

612. Then 10),000,000 feet of pine and softwoods would 
yield only a total of £500,000 in royalty over a series of 
years !—Yes, but T have also quoted 500,000,000 feet of 
hardwoods. 


tobert Thomas Hubert’ Armstrong, dairy-farmer, Old 
Bonalbo, sworn, and examined :— 


613. Mr. Cameron.| What area of land have you?—I 
have 850 acres at Old Bonalbo, and 250 acres at Tungle- 
bung Creek, between Old Bonalbo and Mallanganee, I 
haye two areas used for dairying and another portion on 
which I could build a dairy, 

614. Where do you take your cream !—-From the smaller 
area it goes to Mallanganee, and the dairy on the 850-acre 
portion sends to Bonalbo, I have been there nearly five 
years. . ; 

615. What is your opinion of Mr. Johnston's suggested 
alternative route from Casino to J'iabulam ?—I consider the 
present route along the Tenterfield-road would not serve 
the country as well as the suggested deviation ; because, 
being a main road and supported by the Government from 
the Main Roads Grant, that road will always be maintained, 
and therefore motor-lorries are available for conveying 
produce. In Bonalbo we have to cope with bad roads 
before we can use motor-lorries, with the result that the 
freight on produce from Bonalbo to Casino costs twice as 
much as it would from Mallanganee. Furthermore, there 
is a large area of country in Bonalbo which at present is 
used only for grazing, whereas if there were a railway it 
would be under closer settlement. 

616. You support the deviation suggested by Mr. John- 
ston /—Yes, to the utmost. 

617. In view of the importance of the Bonalbo settle- 
ment, has anything been done towards making a good road 
in that district to get supplies out !—The Shire Council has 
done its best under the conditions. A large portion of our 
land is conditional purchase and conditional lease, and the 
latter carries a very low rate. We depend on the rates to 
make the roads. We have applied several times for 

xovernment grants but without avail. It is impossible for 
the Shire Council to make a road with the present rates, 

618. What shire rate do you pay ?--Twopence in the £ 
is the maximum. 

619, Assuming the proposal before the Committee were 
carried out and you were givena good road to Mallanganee, 
how would that meet the case?—It would not meet the 


case at all. There would be the present good road and a 
railway running side by side. From a nitional point of 
view it would be far wiser to build the line away from the 
main road, as it would develop more country. 

620. Has there been any land sold in that locality late ly? 
—Yes. Ihave bzen connected with an auctioneering firm 
for a number of years, and have solda large amount of land 
in the district. The highest-priced land was a portion I 
sold myself at £16 per acre on a freehold basis. The 
lowest price at which I have sold land freehold is £3 per 
acre, 

621. Would the latter be suitable for dairying?~No, 
on account of the bad access. 

622. The position is that owing to the reduced price of 
cattle some other industry must be gone in for there ?—I 
would not say that. 

623. But dairying will have to be resorted to in order 
to get a reasonable profit out of the land?—That is so, but 
I contend that Bonalbo would be a dairying district even if 
cattle had maintained their price, owing to the quality of 
the land and the rainfall. 

624. But the land now under cattle will have to pass to 
dairying !—Yes, Farmers find that dairying is so much 
more profitable that in spite of bad roads and disabilities 
they are now turning their attention to it. 

625. Therefore the dairying industry must increase . 
considerably /—It must. 

626. The fact that cattle were at such a good price 
probably accounts for the little dairying that has hitherto 
been done in that district ?—Yes, and the fact that the 
place has been in the pioneering stage. 

627. What is your opinion as regards the interchange of 
products between the tableland and the river districts 
justifying the construction of the section of line between 
Tenterfield and Tabulam ?—The people in the centre of the 
district would not be so much interested as those at the 
Casino and Tenterfield ends. Where the Tabulam and 
Bonalbo people would be practically self-supporting, those 
at the ends are not. They cannot grow at Casino and 
Lismore the same class of produce as on the tablelands. 

628. Do you consider as a practical man that the country 
between here and Tenterfield would carry much settlement ? 
—No. 

629. What is your opinion as to the building of a line 
from Casino to Tabulam only ?-—It would be a very good 
line indeed, and would meet the case of our districts all 
right, but the Casino and Lismore- districts would suffer. 
They are struggling for connection with the tableland for 
the purpose of exchanging products, 


SATURDAY, 14 APRIL, 1923. 
[The Committee met at the School of Arts, Mailanganee. | 


Preseml :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ronerr Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burkes, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield 
to Casino, 


John Walter Hewetson, sawmill manager, Mallanganee, 
sworn, and examined :— 

630. Chairman.|] What statement do you desire to make 
with regard to the proposed railway !—There are four mills 
in this district—one at Bonalbo, one at Black Creek, one at 
Dyraaba, and one here. Their aggregate output per annum 
is roughly 6,600,000 fest. aking the freight at 5s. per 
100, that would represent £15,0U0 each year for the four 
mills. At present no case timber or hardwood goes away 
from this district because the freight is too heavy, and for 
case timber alone there is an exceptionally good market in 


Sydney. With the export of those timbers as well, the 
amount realised would be more than double. The hard- 
wood includes ironbark, spotted gum, red and grey gum, 
tallow-wood, teak, and many others, and the quality of the 
hardwoods in this district is exceptionally good. At present 
there are millions of feet of hardwood being destroyed for 
want of facilities to get it to market. As an illustration, a 
returned soldier in the township has an area of 380 acres 
which he is clearing for growing crops and grass, He has 
a number of good ironbark trees which average 3 feet in 
girth and 50 to 60 feet long. It means that he has simply 
got te destroy them. 
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631. What is the output of your mill?’—1,500,000 ft. 


per annum. 

632, From how far out do you at present draw your 
timber supplies!—For an average distance of about 8 
miles from the mill. 

633. What life do you estimate there is in the district 
for drawing your logs at a rate of 1,500,000 ft. per annum ? 
—<Another ten years for softwocds. The hardwoods are 
almcst inexhaustible. 

634. If this railway were constructed right through 
would you find a market in Tenterfield and further south 
on the main Northern line?—Undoubtedly. Mostly for 
softwecds, but also for hardwoods. 

635. Would you expect a large market for softwoods up 
there apart from the Sydney market /— Yes. 

636. What freight do you pay from here to Casino for 
sawn timber ?—It costs us 5s. to put it on the trucks. It 
goes by train to Lismore at a cost of 9d, per 100, and it 
costs another 6d. for loading on to the boat. Freight to 
Sydney is 5s.—total, lls. 83d. The timber is purchased at 
Lismore, and paid for f.o.b. there. The pine-millers have 
their own yards in Sydney. 

637. Do you find road carriage from Mallanganee to 
Sydney a heavy handicap !—It is, because of the heavy 
climb over the range. The road is not good, and it is heavy 
haulage for a motor lorry. 

638. Do you work continuously throughout the year /— 
Yes. 

639. How many hands have you employed at the mill !— 
There are from sixteen to sighteen actually engaged in the 
mill, besides thirty to forty timber-cutters and teamsters 
employed in connection with it. 

640. Mr. Drummond.| Has any marketable timber in 
the district to your knowledge been destroyed 1—Yes. 

641. I assume there is a certain amount of inferior 
timber that it would not pay to handle under present con- 
ditions’—Yes. Case timber would come under that head. 

642. Do you consider the route from Tenterfield to 
Casino the best proposition that could practicably be 
carried into effect !—Yes. 

643. On what grounds would you advocate the building 
of the section between Tenterfield and Tabulam?—The 
mining at Drake ; and I have heard that the land is suit- 
able for fruit-growing. 

644. Do you consider this proposal should be regarded 
as a purely local connection, or from the point of view of 
linking the west up with the coast ?—The principal idea is 
to link the west up with the coast. 

645. Do you think that in coastal districts there would 
be a considerable market for mutton and tableland fruits ? 
—Yes. We get practically nothing of the mutton or fruit 
that is grown on the tableland. What mutton we do get 
comes from Casino or Lismore, after the sheep have been 
driven down from the tableland, and by that time the 
quality is not good. 

646. Assuming the railway connection were made, do 
you consider there would be an extension of settlement !— 
Undoubtedly. 

647. Mr. Doe.| It has been stated that if this railway 
were built it woald be better for the millers to send timber 
to Sydney on the trucks than suffer the loss which is said 
to be occasioned by transhipping to the steamer and then 
loading on trucks again at Sydney. Is it likely if the rail- 
way were here that timber would go straight to Sydney on 
trucks ?!—Yes; we would not send by sea. If we had 
means of getting it to Tenterfield we would send it to 
Sydney that way, because it would arrive in much better 
order. On the boat it is knocked about too much. 


Leslie Winchcombe Gregory, auctioneer, Mallanganee, 
sworn, and examined :— 


648. Mr. Doe.| Do you desire to make a statement in 
support of the proposed line of railway !—The point L can 
chiefly stress is the benefit of a railway from a cattle- 
grazing point of view. It would make a vast difference to 
cattle-breeders and fatteners inthis district if we had 
railway connection with Tenterfield, or the other way to 


Sydney. We have thousands of acres of wonderful fatten- 
ing country ; but to get cattle to market means that prime 
beef leaving here becomes plain quality on arrival in 
Sydney, on account of the wastage. The reason is that 
the beasts have to ke roaded to Tenterfield, and then 
trucked, which means a matter of a week to land them in 
Sydney. A number of our fattening areas would immedi- 
ately be converted into dairying areas if we got a railway, 
because they would show a better return from dairying 
than from fattening cattle. It stands to reason that 
country which will fatten cattle so well would make 
beautiful dairying country. The agricultural land is of 
vast extent, but at the present time it does not pay one to 
grow anything except for one’s own consumption, because of 
the cost of marketing. If we took to dairying we would raise 
many more pigs. It is practically impossible to sell pigs in 
this district ; the only way we can do so is to walk them for 
30 miles, and a prime pig should not have to walk till it 
reaches the bacon factory. Our only way of getting them 
away is by motor lorry, which cost 5s. 6d. per head from 
Mallanganee to Casino. As far as crops are concerned, we 
have some of the best agricultural land in the State. Corn 
grown within a mile of this spot took first prize at the 
Casino Show, against all North Coast exhibits. Cotton 
has never been largely cultivated here, but there have been 
two or three crops in the district, of which I produce 
samples. Colonel Griffiths has seen this cotton, and one 
crop he said was equal to anything in Queensland, and it 
was grown on what we would call here inferior cultivation 
land. 

649. When the North Coast line is completed will there 
be any material wastage in taking cattle to Casino for 
shipment to Sydney ?—No, that would make a_ great 
improvement. 

650. Do you know the Richmond Range State forest ?— 
Yes, I have been all over it. I know it from Mount 
Pikapene to Babyl Creek—about 15 miles. 

G51. Is it country that should be rctained as a forest 
reserve, or has it been denuded of timber ?— Parts of it have 
been denuded, and other parts carry a vast quantity of 
marketable timber. 

652. Is there any young growth coming on in the 
denuded area?—There is young pine growing in the 
scrubs, but not much young hardwood, 

653. Would it be better to keep as a timber reserve 
that portion which has no marketable timber on it, or to 
cut it up in suitable areas for dairying or other pursuits !— 
It certainly would be much better to cut it up into small 
areas for closer settlement. 

654. How large should those areas be ?—The scrub land 
would cut up into 300 or 400 acre blocks and the rougher 
land into 500 acre blocks if cut up judiciously. 

655. Withouta railway would it still be to the advantage 
of the State to use that lend in the way you mention ?— 
Yes. It is close to the butter factory. 

656. It could be used profitably ?—Yes, but not as profit- 
ably as with a railway. 

657. Mr. Drummond.| Would there be a considerable 
trade in sheep between the tableland and the coast if the 
line were constructed !—Yes. 

658. Is there a demand for fodder in these coastal dis- 
tricts, and how often has it occurred ?—In 1915 and 1920 
there was a great demand for fodder. In the coastal 
districts cattle were lost; because people could not afford to 
pay to feed them, All the fodder I know of that came to 
the lower rivers went to Sydney and was shipped back 
again to the coast. 

659. You think that if fodder were easily obtainable in 
dry times there would be a reasonable demand for it 
here ?—Yes ; there is always a demand for fodder here. At 
present we get it all from ‘Tenterfield. 

660. It was stated yesterday that the country between 
Tabulam and Casino is sufficiently served by a good metal 
road, and that not a great deal of increased settlement 
would take place as a result of the railway ; whereas with 
a deviation from Tabulam through Bonalbo there would be 
more settlement, and country would be served which at 
present is not served by a good road. Do you agree with 
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statements to that effect ?—I do. The deviation suggested 
would go right through Dyraaba and the very heart of the 
best country between Casino and Tabulam. 

661. Mr. Doe.| Do you know the total area of the Sandi- 
lands subdivision !—Yes ; 10,000 acres. It was divided 
into forty-three farms of from 120 to 300 acres in area. 

662. Can you say at what price they were sold?’—One 
farm was sold at £6 per acre ; six others at £11; two at 
£9; and one at £10. 

663. Was any of that land suitable for lucerne grow- 
ing ?—Yes. 

664. So that cows could be provided for not only with 
the natural pasturage but by growing lucerne 1— Yes. 

665. How many farms were sold !—Hight. The others 
are still on the market. : 

666. How long is it since those eight were sold ?—About 
twelve months. The land is improved to good grazing and 
pasture land. Sandilands estate carried. 4,000 head of 
grazing cattle during the 1920 drought, which is remark- 
able. 

667. Is it all good dairying land !—Yes. 
farm on it that cannot be dairied. 

66%. It is all within reasonable distance of the Mallan- 
ganee butter factory ?—Yes; the greatest distance would 
be 10 miles. 


There is nota 


William Livingstone Whitenall, butter factory manager, 
Mallanganee, sworn, and examined :— 

669. Mr. Cameron.| How long have you been here ?— 
Fifteen months. 

670. Were you the first manager of the factory !—No, I 
am the third. I have been seven years on the South Coast 
and the North Coast, and four years on the Richmond 
River. There are thirty-seven suppliers on the books of 
this factory. 

671. Can you say the average quantity of cream they 
supply ?—Last year was very dry, but 70 tons of butter 
was consigned from here, and supplies coming to us for the 
factory’s use amounted to 25 tons. Stores such as seed, 
dairy utensils, bran, and pollard approximated 30 tons. 
The factory has increased within the last tweive months 
by seven suppliers, anc another seven would have com- 
menced this season exccpt for the dry spell we have had ; 
they are only awaiting a favourable change. Many of the 
dairy buildings are already erected. 

672. Do you draw supplies from Tabulam !—Yes. What 
dairying is done at Tabulam comes here, but there are only 
five suppliers from that district. 

673. Does the quality of the cream you get here zompare 
favourably with that of other parts of the North Coast ?— 
Yes. 

674. Is there any depreciation in the quality of butter 
through sending it from here to Casino ?—Yes ; there is no 
doubt about that. Transit is our trouble. We have reports 
from the Department in Sydney as to the condition in which 
the butter arrives, and it is due to transit. We have 
arranged for the majority of our butter to -be delivered 
from here to Casino either early in the morning or late in 
the afternoon. 

675. What is the greatest distance from which you get 
cream !—The outside man is at Hwingar, approximately 
2) miles. 

676. What radius do you consider a butter factory could 
serve !—Under present transit conditions you cannot go 
much above 20 miles. With more favourable conditions 
you could serve considerably further. 

677. Do you consider there would be sufficient settle- 
ment along a railway from Tenterfield to Tabulam to 
justify its being built at a cost of some £30,000 per 
mile ?—My contention is that the district cannot very well 
be developed until something of the kind is done ; and, 
further, I am quite certain that if the railway is con- 
structed settlement will be increased around here. Thirty- 
four blocks have been subdivided here, one or two of which 
have been sold recently. Personally, I do not think there 
is any doubt as to which way our commodity would go if 
railway facilities were available. It would be shipped via 
Byron Bay, which would give the advantage of refrigerated 


space. Certainly, as far as our industry is concerned, a 
railway to Tenterfield would be of very little use, except, 
perhaps, during the winter months when some of our 
product is disposed of in Tenterfield. From a dairying 
point of view the railw1y would not be of much servic 
past Tabulam. 

678. Mr. Travers.| Whea was the factory here estab- 
lished 1—In 1916. 

679. It has been suggested that a deviation of the pro- 
posed line should be made northerly at Tabulam, ending on 
the Kyogle line 6 miles north of Casino. Would that put 
you in any better position !—No. 

680. Mr. Drummond.| Even under existing disabilities, 
I understand, there is very little second grade cream sent 
bere !—That is so, because the majority of our supplicrs 
are close at hand. 

681. Is it possible that while butter may not be classed 
as second grade, long haulage under adverse conditions may 
at the same time prevent its being rated as the primest 
butter ?—That is very possible. 

682. There is a big difference between second grade and 
primest grade?—-Yes ; there is choicest, first grade, and 
second grade. 

683. Is it possible under existing conditions for you to 
get the maximum amount of choicest butter?—We get very 
close to it. Our half-yearly report showed that we had 94 
per cent. choicest. 


Vivian Charles Lark, general storekeeper, Mallanganee, 
sworn, and examined :--- 


684. Mr. Travers.] You desire to give evidence on the 
proposal before the Committee ?—I can only state the 
weight of goods brought to Mallanganee by business people 
during the past twelve months, namely, 536 tons of mer- 
chandise. That does not include goods brought cut for 
individual farmers and purchased at Lismore or elsewhere. 
Most of that merchandise came from Casino, originally from 
Sydney by boat to Lismore, and train to Casino. 

685. What is the freight from Casino to Mallanganee ?— 
£2 per ton. 

686. Is business increasing?—I think so. Mine 
increased. I have been three years in the district. 

687. If a railway were constructed from Tenterfield t» 
Casino what saving would be effected in freight !—The 
difference between the freight here from Casino and the £2 
we are now charged would be considerable. 

688. Do you think when the North Coast line is com- 
pleted the bulk of the stores will come by rail from Sydney 
instead of by boat!—No. I think they will still come by 
boat as it would be cheaper. 

689, Are there any other storekeepers in this town ?— 
One. 

690. Are the farmers in the district in a good way !— 
Yes. 

691. You would not hesitate to give them decent credit? 
—Not as a general rule. 

692. Can you offer any opinion as to the necessity for the 
line {—As regards interchange of products it would be of 
advantage. I have received potatoes from Guyra growers, 
and they have to come by a circuitous route, whereas if the 
line were constructed I would get them from Tenterfield. 

693. Most of the produce comes by way of Casino ?— Yes, 

694. Would much of the traftic via Casino come through 
Tenterfield /— As far as produce is concerned, yes ; but I do 
not think it would make any difference as regards other 
commodities. 


has 


John Robertson Ashley, manager, English, Scottish, and 
Australian Bank, Mallanganee, sworn, and examined :— 


635. Chairman.| How long have you been here ?—Three 
years next July. JI opened the bank. . 

696. Can you give an expression of opinion as to the 
solidity of this district from a banking point of view, and 
as to whether progress has taken place?—Most of the 
country on these scrub areas was taken up about two years 
before my arrival, and they are areas that require in most 
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cases £5 to £6 per acre spent on them for clearing. Most 
of that work is now done ; the properties are well grassed 
and are only now reaching the productive stage. One 
man supplying cream to the local factory is milking forty 
cows. Next year he expects to have sixty on the same 
area, which shows how quickly the country improves. 

697. Have you given any thought to the construction of 
a railway between Tenterfield and Casino?-—The idea of 
deviating the line too much from Mallanganee is in my 
opinion not a good one. It would miss that vast area of 
country at Ewingbar, on the Clarence, which is recognised 
as among the finest areas in this district. It is, moreover, 
at that stage when it could readily be made reproductive. 
It is already cleared and has buildings erected ready to 
commence operations. 

698. So that going north to gain some good lands would 
mean robbing good land on the south of railway facilities ? 
—Certainly. 

699. Have you noticed much development in the district 
during your period here ?—There has been a great deal of 
development—so much so that the bank has decided to 
erect premises at a cost of £2,000, which have already been 
started. During my three years here two churches have 
been erected, and the Catholics are now about to erect a 
convent. Numerous dwellings have gone up, to say nothing 
of farmhouses. 


Charles Henry Larsson, dairy farmer, Culmaran Creek, 
sworn, and examined — 


700. Mr. Druwmmond.| How long have you been resident 
in the district !—Seven years. 1 hold 800 acres as a dairy 


farm. I am close to the route of the proposed liné and 
about 2 miles from the main road. The country is very 
suitable for dairying. A railway would yrovide many ad- . 
vantages to those engaged in that industry and would 
bring about increased closer settlement. I am 30 miles 
from Casino, which is teo far to take pigs to market. With 
a railway [ could dispose of scme of the timber cn my land 
to advantage, and thus obtain necessary funds for develop- 
mental work. To-day I am hampered for lack of funds. 

701. You have millable timber on your property /—Yes ; 
I should think there is 1,000,000 feet of it. 

702. Have you destroyed much good timber !—No, that 
is the trouble. It would be a shame to destroy it, although 
I am often tempted to do so. 

703. How many cows are you milking ?— From fifty to 
eighty. 

704. If you could dispose of that timber and improve 
your property, how many cows could you rum ?—Donuble 
the number. If that country were improved 400 acres 
would be as good as 800 in its present state. 

705. It has been suggested that more country would be 
served by a deviation from Tabulam towards Bonalbo. Do 
you agree that the country between Mallanganee and 
Casino is adequately served by road !—I¢ is not. 

706. If the railway were deviated as suggested would it 
be of practical assistance to you ?—I do not say it would 
not be of any assistance, but I believe the proposed line 
would be very largely used, while the suggested deviation 
would mean a loss to the State. The drect line through 
would be a much better proposition. I am confident this 
will eventually be a main line, and to serve the Bonalbo 
district a spur line would be a much better proposal. 


MONDAY, 16 APRIL, 1923. 
(The Committee met in the Town Hall, Casino.) 


Present :— 
The Hon, W. T. DICK (CHaAirman), 


The Hon. Joun Travers, 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicHarL Burke, Esa. 


WituiAm CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrummMonp, [sq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Tenterfield to Casino. 


Albert James Thompson, meat works proprietor, and 
stock dealer, Casino, sworn, and examined :— 


707. Chairman.| Have you a general statement to make 
regarding the railway proposal before the Committee ?—In 
my opinion the deviation suggested via Bonalbo would be 
the best from every point of view. In the Richmond 
River district alone there are in normal seasons about 
25,000 head of surplus stock. The outlet for them is 
mostly in the north-west of the State, and when seasons 
are good the railway would enable us to take advantage of 
them. At present we have to road our stock te Tenter- 
field, and it takes at least a fortnight to reach the table- 
land. Of course we can rai] them when we get them there, 
but the mere fact of the journey taking a fortnight does 
the damage to them. It takes them practically a month 
to get over the effect of all that roid travelling. To take 
advantage of the seasons, which are spasmodic, we need 
some way of doing so immediately. We also have ahout 
20,000 fat catt'e betwen Casino and Tabulam which have 
to be roaded to Tenterfield at present to reach the markets 
down the line to Sydney ; and, owing to the travelling they 
lose at least 15 per cent. Moreover, instead of being first- 
class meat when they reach their destination they are only 
second or third quality. In my opinion a railway would 
save at least 10 per cent. of what they lose now ; and apart 
from that it would increase the number of fat stock. It 
would also increase the number of store cattle. With regard 
to fat shcep for the coast, this is not a sheep district, and 
we have to get our sheep from the north-west or from 


Sydney. The boat transit is very bad. We bring in at 
leist 20,000 fat sheep per annum, which have to be roaded 
from Tenterfield, taking at least fourteen days. In my 
opinion sheep louse 10 per cent. coming down. A railway 
would also open up a Jot of country suitable for dairying, 
of which I suppose there is at least 100,000 acres in the 
Tabulam district alone. Another advantage would be that 
the tableland and the coast could exchange products. 

708. What are these 25,000 surplus Stock ?—Surplus 
dairy stock steers and heifers not suitable for dairying. A 
dairy farmer has his surplus stock as a profit every year. 
Their holdings are small, consequently that surplus stock 
has to be got rid of, and they have then suflicient grass for 
their milkers. In certain parts of the year they have an 
abundance of feed, but when they are short of feed they 
have to get rid of their surplus stock, They are not always 
successful, but that is their object. 

709. From what areas would that surplus stock be 
drawn ?—F ron Casino to Tweed Heads. All that stock 
comes this way. It is in what they call the tick infested 
area, or the “ buffer” area, as we call it. 

710. Would any of those 25,000 come from south of 
Casino !—Very little. 

711. Have you yourself known of 25,900 in any one year 
being sent along the Casino-Tenterfield road for disposal in 
the way you mention ?— Yes. 

712. With respect to the 20,000 sheep this district 
requires annually, what area have you included ?—Casino- 
to the Tweed also, 
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713. You have taken nothing south 1—No. Apart from 
that there are people who bring sheep here by boat. 

714. Where are your works situated ?—At Ramornie, 
South Grafton, and Byron Bay. In 1919 we killed 
a proximately 16,000 at Ramornie and from 5,000 to 
6,000 at Byron Bay. 

715. If the North Coast line were constructed in its 
entirety, would that make any difference in the general 
destination of surplus stock in the districts you have 
mentioned ?—TI cannot say definitely, but I think it would. 

716. Do you know where the bulk of those 20,000 fat 
cattle are slaughtered for consumption after leaving here ? 
At Sydney, Maitland, Singleton, and all down the 

Northern line. 

717. Mr. Cameron.] With regard to store stock travel- 
ling from here to the north-west, if a railway were built 
would not a large proportion of those be travelled by road ? 
—TI do not think so, because we have to take advantage of 
the seasons, and it is impossible to do that now. I think 
you would be quite safe in saying they would only take 
opportune times to send store stock. At present, since the 
drop in prices, they have not been sending any stores at all. 
There has been no outlet for them, and there are no 
prospects ahead. If a railway were built they could get 
suitable cattle on to the pastures in a favourable season, 
and send them to market within a reasonable time. 

718. Where does the bulk of the surplus cattle go !—To 
the north-west. 

719. Do they not go to Tenterfield for distribution to all 
parts of the State ?—That is correct. ‘Then when they do 

- go south we truck them at Tenterfield. 

720. A large proportion go down to the Hunter River?-— 
pred: 

721. What number of store cattle do you put in a 
truck /—On an average, sixteen. 

722. What is your opinion of the country between 
Tenterfield and Tabulam for settlement purposes !—Of the 
majority of it my opinion is not good. It is bad country 
in my opinion and would not be suitable for closer settle- 
ment. . 

723. Roughly about 1,000 trucks of store cattle would go 
from here annually !—Yes, if the railway was built. 

724. Assuming the proposed line cost £30,000 per mile, 
would the trucking that resulted from connection with the 
tableland warrant that expenditure on the Tenterfield 
end !—In my opinion the building of the railway is only 
the first step towards getting a deep sea port on the coast. 
Tf we got that we could send our products to Europe direct 
for the same cost. Probably all the produce from the 
north-west would come here if we had a port. 

725. What would be exported!—Butter and meat, 
principally. 

726, Would not butter have to be transhipped !—No. 
As a matter of fact we have sufficient produce now to fill 
a boat at Byron Bay alone. 

727. Mr. Doe.| Do you mean you would ship butter and 
meat to the other side of the world ?—Yes. 

728. What sized boats would you expect to get there !— 
That would depend on the port. 

729. The port would have to be made ?-—Yes. 

730. The proposed new jetty would not help you in that 
direction !—Not at all. 

731, Mr. Drummond.| It has been suggested that if the 
jetty were extended another 300 feet it would accommodate 
ships up to 5,000 tons. Would a vessel of that size be the 
type you would expect to visit the port for the purposes of 
direct export !—That would help the position considerably, 
but in my opinion bigger ships could come there and still 
get sufficient produce to take away. Of course I cannot 
offer an opinion as to whether the depth of water would be 
sufficient for boats of that size to get in there at present. 

732. You haye no particular type of vessel in mind ?-— 
No; I am referring to oversea boats generally, some of 
which run to 12,000 tons. 

733. Mr. Mahony.| Do you think a port could be made 
suitable to accommodate a vessel of the dimensions of some 
of the P. and O. or Orient boats!—In my opinion the 
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material is now available there for building a breakwater 
from the lighthouse out to the Island. If that were done, 
a harbour could be constructed which would accommodate 
fifty of the biggest vessels in the world. 

734. Would that be an expensive operation !— Yes. 

735. Would 25,000 cattle going to Tenterfield and 20,000 
sheep coming from there pay for that ; would there be any 
other traftic?-—That is the only traffic I am directly 
interested in. 

736. The line is estimated to cost nearly £2,500,000. 
Do you think that would be a good proposition, considering 
that up to the present that is all the traffic that appears to 
be forthcoming !—But the line would open up country, and 
settle thousands of people. On present conditions I cer- 
tainly would not say that such an expenditure is warranted ; 
but in view of the development that would take place it is. 

737, There is no great settlement beyond Tabulam is 
there 1—No. 

738. Where are vour principal markets for dairy pro- 
duce 1—Butter mostly goes to the Old Country. Then 
more fat cattle would be purchased if there were a railway 
connection. | 

739. Mr. Burke.| What do you think a fair distance to 
road stock !—It all depends on what you are going to do 
with them, and the condition of the country. In drought 
time it would be better to shoot stock than road them, 
The average distance per day is 8 to 10 miles. 

740. What about stores ?—They are about the same. 


741. If the line were constructed from here to Tabulam, 
would it assist you?—It would assist us in giving us 36 
miles of rail carriage. 

742. In the event of your getting a line right through, 
that would be of material assistance to you /—Yes, abso- 
lutely, 

743. Do you think the enormous expense of £2,500,000 
is warranted in constructing a line right through ?—In my 
opinion, if it were built right through produce would go 
that way, and a lot of country would be opened up and 
settled. 

744, Where would the settlement take place ?—Around 
Tabulam. 

745. But you consider it would be of some advantage to 
haye the line built from here as far as Tabulam /— Yes. 


Elsmer Jones, Mayor, Casino, sworn, and examined :— 


746. Mr. Travers.| What is your occupation?—I am a 
furniture and joinery manufacturer. 

747. How long have you been in the district ?—In 
Casino, fifteen years; in the Richmond River district, 
forty-five years. J am of opinion that this district requires 
railway connection with the tableland from the point of 
view of transit of stock and the interchange of products. 
From my own persona] standpoint the connection would 
benefit my firm individually, and would open up markets 
for us at Tabulam and Tenterfield. Our goods are dis- 
tributed at present as far as the Queensland border and 
Glenreagh. A line to Tenterfield would give us markets 
for doors, sashes, and building material. There are no 
natural softwoods in any appreciable quantity at Tenter- 
field or in the adjoining towns ; hence they use very largely 
imported timbers, such as redwood and oregon. That 
means transport from here to Tenterfield. We could manu- 
facture and deliver goods to Tenterfield and beyond. 

748. Do you find a market now west of Casino?—Yes, 
we distribute goods there now, but transit is very costly. 
In my opinion, with the construction of a railway the 
interchange of trade would be very much greater than it is 
at present. 

749. Is there much intercharwge now along the route of 
the proposed line towards Tenterfield?—Only through 
Sydney and back here again. Our chaff and fodder go to 
Sydney and are brought up the coast again. There seems 
no logical reason why that should be so if we had railway 
communication with the tableland. I do not say a railway 
would pay within the first ten years, 
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750. From what area would the interchange of trade 
be drawn between Casino ana Tenterfield?— I should say 
the Tweed and Grafton would be the oxtreme limits. 
Fruit would be distributed between those points. I admit 
that the line is a costly one, and that the country between 
Tenterfield and 'Tabulam will not, to put it mildly, carry a 
dense population. Whether that should be taken as a bar 
to its construction is another matter. There may be other 
benefits to counteract that. 

751. I take it your evidence is that whilst a line from 
Tenterfield to Casino would serve local interests its import- 
ance lies in the fact that is would link the North Coast up 
with the tableland ?—That is so. 

752. Mr. Drummond.| It has been suggested that 
instead of a line being built as proposed there should be a 
deviation at Tabulam through the Bonalbo district to the 
Kyogle line about 6 miles from Casino. Are you com- 
petent to express an opinion on that!—Yes; I would 
certainly favour that alternative proposal. 

753. Are the northern beaches developing as holiday 
resorts !—Almost abnormally so. From Evans’ Head to 
‘Tweed Heads there has been remarkably increased use of 
the beaches during the past ten years. With railway 
facilities I should say that tableland folk would make 
great use of our watering places. 

754. Mr. Doe.) How would your joinery compare as to 
price with joinery made from American timbers ?—We 
could beat it out of sight. The timber is grown at our 
. door, so to speak. There is a certain class of American 
machine-made doors which are being dumped here, but we 
can undersell them even if they cut rates. 

_ 755. From the standpoint of durability how do pine 
‘timbers in this district compete with those I refer to ?7— 
_They are a superior article. Admittedly Oregon is a very 

good timber, but well-selected local pine is superior in 

strength and other qualities, though not in appearance. 

_ Then we have cedar, boily-gum, silky oak, and other 
- ornamental timbers, and the comparison ends at once in 
favour of the laeal article. 

756. There is an alternative proposal to construct the line 
on a cheaper scale with steeper grades and sharper curves. 
This would necessitate special engines and rolling-stock, 
which would be confined to that particular line. Do you 
think such cheaper proposal worthy of consideration !—No; 
I would be entirely opposed to any variation in rolling- 
stock which prevented its being interchangeable. 

757, Chairman.| Can you say whether the absence of a 
tableland connection is sensibly retarding the development 
of Casino and surrounding districts ?—In my opinion it is. 

758- In your opinion, which would lead to the greater 
increase of prosperity and development—the completion of 
the North Coast line right through to Sydney, over the 
Clarence, or the construction of the Tenterfield Casino 
line 1—I consider that both are required. 

759. Is there anything but stuck now going from here 
to Tenterfield ‘/—Practically nothing, as far as I am aware. 


John William Pidcock, general store director, Casino, 
sworn, and examined :— 


760. Mr. Doe.| Do you support the proposal before the 
Committee ’—Yes. Between Tenterfield and Casino and 
Casino and Bonalbo there are five lorries running, carrying 
goods to and from those places; also a number of teams, 
though not quite so many at present, owing to the drought. 
There have been up to eighty and 100 teams on the roads. 
There is a vast amount of softwood timber on the dividing 
range between the Richmond and the Clarence waters. 
The Yabbra scrub is practically untouched for want of 
communication. There are two butter factcries—one at 
Mallanganee and one at Bonalbo--which have to send 
their cream by lorry, but at Bonalbo they are under diffi- 
culties owing to the bad state of the roads in wet weather. 
The interchange of products between Tenterfield and Casino 
would be very considerable if a railway were constructed. 
From now on the Richmond River bar will be very un- 
certain. Potatoes go from within a few miles of Tenter- 
field and Glen Innes to Sydney; then they come from 


Sydney up here, and probably they are eight or ten days 
off the bar; so that when landed they are scarcely fit for 
human consumption, and heavy losses are incurred, On 
Saturday last a man asked me to give him a price for 100 
tons of chaff. I told him what the southern districis were 
selling chaff for here, and he said he could sell that chaff 
under £7 per ton at Tenterfield, If there were a railway 
here we could get it down for about £2, which would 
represent a cost of under £9 per ton, At the present time 
it costs £11. During the whole of the fruit season there 
are lorries running between Tenterfield and Casino but a 
lorry cannot land fruit in the same condition as a railway 
truck, and the freight is niuch higher. It costs &s. per 
ewt. now to Tabulam. We have paid £15 for forty bags 
of maize from Bonalbo to Casino. These are prohibitive 
prices. Bonalbo is a good maize-growing district, but the 
local consumption is not great, and they do not grow maize 
because they cannot get it to market. Mutton slaughtered 
in Casino and Lismore comes from Sydney; and like the 
potatoes, if the boat is off the bar for any time it is landed 
in a deplorable condition. If the proposed line were con- 
structed all our mutton would come by it. Tweed Heads, 
Brunswick Heads, Ballina and Evan’s Head are all 
favorite holiday resorts. The traffic there is already con- 
siderable, as is evidenced by the development of those 
places ; and if we had railway communication with the 
tableland, that traffic would certainly be much greatar. 
The sawmill here is often stopped for want of timber. In 
bad weather it cannot be got in, the men are idle and con- 
tractors and builders are held up for want of material. I 
was for many years interested in stock, and have on many 
occasions sold fat stock to buyers who have driven them 
80 odd miles to Tenterfield and then trucked them. I 
was in Sydney and saw them sold, and did not know my 
own stock, from the way they had wasted. A great many 
western people come here for store cattle, and when seasons 
are decent out there, the amount of stock that goes from 
Casino to Tenterfield and is distributed in the fattening 
districts west of the Northern line between Tenterfield and 
Tamworth is very considerable indeed. 

761. When the North Coast line is completed it will 
afford considerable relief in getting stock to Sydney ?— 
Only fr distribution south of Maitland. I do not think 
it would be of any advantage to ran down by train from 
here to Maitland and then run back, say, to Armidale for 
the western district. . 

76%. Does not Tamworth draw from the Tenterfield side 
on the present railway ?—Yes, but the supply is insufficient. 
They are not breeding there. The bulk of that is fattening 
country, and it pays better to fatten than to breed. 

763. Do they get their stores here !—-Yes. Dealers come 
here, and thousands of head used to pass my place on the 
road every month to be trucked to various points between 
Tenterfield and Singleton. 

764. Can you give a description of the goods carried by 
the number of teams you mentioned ?—It was all timber. 
They take back loading along the proposed route, and bring 
in timber. 

765. It has been suggested that although there is a great 
deal of valuable timber on the Richmond Range Forest 
reserve, yet there is a portion that could be denuded and 
made available for closer settlement. Can you speak with 
regard to that?—Yes; I can say from my own experience 
and observation that all the country there that has been 
denuded of timber would make excellent dairying country. 
I will go further, and say that 100 acres of scrub turned 
into grass for dairying purposes is worth more than any 
100 acres of scrub with timber on. 

766. In the event of any timber remaining on land 
which is suitable for closer settlement, I presume anybody 
taking up blocks would be able to sell it to millers ’—Yes, 
anything that was of millable size. That would assist 
them considerably. 

767. With regard to the opposition that is manifesting 
itself every day by motor buses and lorries, do you think 
good roads radiating in every direction would offer greater 
advantages to the district as a whole than a railway 
running in one direction only !—My opinion is that you 
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must have railway communieation, and then roads to feed 
the railway. <A line without roads of access is not much 
good ; although my opinion is that even if it were all 
desert from ‘l'enterfield to Tabulam, for the’ sake of the 
traffic that would accrue from both ends the line would be 
justifiable, apart from any intermediate settlement. 

768, Do you think the Committee would be justified in 
recommending that a railway be built from Casino to 
‘Tabulam only ?—Yes, quite. 

769. Would adeviation from Tabulam via Bonalbo on to 
the Kyogle line offer advantages superior t> those of a 
direct line from here to Tabulam ?—It would certainly open 
up better country ; and seeing there is a very fair road now 
from Tabulam to Casino, I believe such a deviation would 
be preferable. It would also serve the soldier settlement 
at Dy:axba, which certainly wants more facilities. In the 
event of wet weather they are absolutely isolated. 

770. In the event of a railway coming direct to Casino, 
would not a good road satisfy those requirements ?—A good 
road would serve Tabulam and Bonalbo, but what about 
Dyraaba. 

771. What are they producing there ?—They are dairying 
and growing maize ; and there is timber coming down now. 
But after a couple of loads of timber come along a cream 
waggon is held up. 

772. You are aware that motor traffic is now successfully 
competing with the State railways as far out as Goulburn, 
Orange, and Forbes ?—Yes, for certain classes of tratiic ; 
but 1 have yet to learn that motors are competing with 
railways for the carriage of timber and stock. 

773, What amount of chaff comes here from the west ?— 
There are four large chaff distributing establishments in 
Casino, and mine alone at present distributes from 400 to 
600 bags per month. The average would be about 350 
bags monthly. 

774. Is not a very large portion grown in the Riverina 
country ?—Certainly, but if we had the railway we would 
not go to Riverina ; we would buy from Glen Innes, Armi- 
dale, and Inverell. 

775. As to the laying idle of the sawmilling industry 
through bad weather conditions, would not that obtain 
even with railway communication-—is it not the difficulty 
of getting logs to the railway ?—Yes, but to bring logs up 
to 40 miles over bad roads is a much greater problem than 
fetching them 3 or 4 miles only. 


John Thomas Sexton, sawmill manager, Casino, sworn, 
and examined :— 


776. Mr, Mahony.| You desire to give evidence regard- 
ing the potentialities of the timber industry in this district ? 
—Yes. I know the route of the suggested deviation via 
Bonalbo, and was with Mr, Surveyor Jamieson when he 
graded the line in that direction. There are vast quantities 
of timber in that area. The hardwood comprises some of 
the best ironbark and spotted gum in the State. On the 
direct route between Tenterfield and Casino the timber is 
not so plentiful. . 

777. From where do you draw timber supplies ?—The 
Barnes estate, at Mummulgum, 20 miles from Casino. 

778. Where do you find a market ?—At Sydney. We 
send to Casino by motor lorry, to Lismore by rail, and then 
to Sydnev by boat. If the line were deviated as suggested 
we would be within a couple of miles of it, and that would 
make a difference in the cost of getting timber to market. 
Cartage to Casino costs 3s. per 100, whereas the freight 
ae Mummulgum to Casino by rail would be only about 

‘79. Tf the line were constructed as proposed you would 
bring your timber to Lismore by rail ?—Yes, through 
Casino. Possibly some would go to Tenterfield. 

780, Would the completion of the North Coast railway 
make much difference to you !—Yes, it would make the 
journey shorter. 

781. Is any quantity of timber brought to Casino from 

the Richmond Range forest reserve {~-Yes. 


782. What is the cost of bringing it to Casino 1—From 
Mummulgum about 3s. to 10s. per 100 ft., log measure- 
ment. There is also a vast quantity of timber on Crown 
land in the Doubtful Creek area, which would be oponed 
up by the suggested deviation. 


James Harold McLean, farmer, Doubtful Creek, sworn 
and examined :— 


783. Mr. Drummond.| You are on the Dryaaba Soldier 
Settlement /—Yes. 

784. What is the area of your holding !— 2664 
acres. If the proposed line were deviated as suggested 
through Dryaaba it would open up some good country. 
On the setilement 128 blocks were purchased three 
years ago by the Repatriation Department for soldier 
settlement at a cost of £160,000. When after resuption it 
was thrown open to soldiers for settlement the upset price 
was £5 2s. 6d. per acre, and when cut up into small hold- 
ings it cost up to £15 per acre unimproved. The settlement 
is anything from 13 to 30 miles from Casino. Kyogle is 
nearer, but the Ettrick Range bas to be traversed, which 
prevents any heavy traffic going that way. The suggested 
deviation would also touch portion of Stratheden, and would 
serve the majority of blocks on the settlement, as well as a 
number of civilian holdings that are mingled with the 
soldier settlement area and have been established for a 
number of years. There is a mill at Sextonville, where 
they are milling timber at present. Latterly that was pur- 
chased by the Soldier Settlement Branch to mill timber for 
the settlement; but now our wants in that respect have 
been supplied, and they are sending pine to Sydney. The 
suggested deviation would touch the Bonalbo country, where 
there is a lot of Crown land worth from £2 to £2 10s. per 
acre, which if there were better access would be worth £7 
or £8, and is better land than that on the soldier settle- 
ment. There is a vast quantity of timber there to where 
there is no access whatever. There are also a number of 
forest reserves which carry good timber. 

785. If the line follows the route of the main road from 
Tenterfield to Casino, will that serve you ?—It will serve 
portion of the soldier settlement, but not the bulk of it. 

786. Does the fact that your means of communication 
are bad imperil your chance of success ’—Absolutely, The 
road is frightful at the present time. 

787. If instead of a railway you had a road, would that 
be sufficient to develop that part of the country !—The 
distance then would be a factor, and the cost of haulage to 
and from the settlement would be much higher than rail- 
way freight. 

788. How far is the most distant settler on Dyraaba 
from the nearest rail at the present time ?—Thirty miles, 
from Casino. 

789. Do the settlers experience any serious difficulty in 
delivering cream in good condition at the factory owing to 
want of facilities?!—The greater number send to Casino. 
When the roads are bad the waggon arrives late. Cream 
is not first-class after it has been standing for two days. 

790. In very wet seasons have you difficulty in getting 
your products away at all?—With the rain we have already 
had so far it is almost impossible to travel ; and it has been 
raining only a week, 

791. What is the longest period for which your cream 
has been held up by rezson of the impassability of the 
roads !—We get it delivered the same day as a rule, but it 
has been held up two days on account of floods. 

792. Do people further west and north of Dyraaba 
labour under still greater difficulties /— Yes. 

793. Is the soldier settlement area suitable for the pur- 
pose for which it was originally intended !—Yes, I think it 
compares favourably with other districts. 

794. Do you raise pigs?—Yes, but at present we have to 
cart them to either Casino or Kyogle. The nearest point 
of the settlement is 13 miles from Kyogle by road, but 
the range is very steep and about 5 miles would be taken 
up in crossing it. 
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795. Is there any millable timber on the soldier settle- 
ment ?—Not a great amount. I would like to mention 
that the construction of a railway would improve the 
security from a Government point of view. If land is 
worth £15 unimproved, it should when served by railway 
be a better security for the Crown. A railway would also 
improve the value of land which at present is inaccessible 
to settlement. The indirect taxation that would be gained 
from the railway being built on the route of the suggested 
deviation would compensate the Government for the cest 
of the whole railway, in my opinion. 

796. Is there any variation in the quality of the land on 
the soldier settlement ?—Yes ; the blocks range in size from 
640 acres down to 125 of the best land. 

797. How many cows could you reasonabiy expect to 
milk ?{—Forty if provision were made for bad seasons. 

798. Mr. Travers.| How many of the 128 blocks have 
been taken up?—About 100, The total area settled is 
29,000 acres. 

799. According to the official evidence there is practic- 
ally 10,000 acres outside the influence of the proposed line. 
Would the better land be within that radius ?— Yes, 


Arthur Herbert Gregory, commission agent, Casino, 
sworn, and examined :— 


800. Mr. Burke.| You desire to make a statement ?— 
Yes. I produce a map of the Dyraaba Soldier Settlement 
showing the route of the suggested deviation. Aceording 
to Mr, Jamieson’s flying survey, the first grade occurs at 
H. Simpkins’ property. It rises’ between Babble and 
Doubtful Creeks, and the line would pass through a tunnel 
underneath the tick gate. Then there is an easy grade 
all the way to Bonalbo township. Mr. Jamieson’s sugges- 
tion was that it should go through Bottle Creek to 
Tabulam ; but it is now suggested that the deviation 
should take in Bonalbo, with the idea of joining the line 
through to Killarney. I know the road very well from here 
to Bonalbo, also the road from Mallangance to Bonalbo. 
Bonalbo is about 42 miles from here by road vid Mallanganee. 
There is no comparison between the country on the Tenter- 
field main road and the land surrounding the proposed 
deviation. The latter is wonderfully good. The first time 
T went to Bonalbo I got some coal in the bed of the creek 
close to the junction of George and Peacock Creeks. I 
took it to Sydney where I had it tested by Mr. Alexander 
Orr, of Orr and Welch, analytical chemists. I gave the 
certificate to the president of the Decentralisation Com- 
mission, Mr Charles Oliver, and it is with those papers. 
Mr. Orr told me that it was second only to Newcastle coal. 
The whole of that country is underlaid with coal, which 
can be traced right through the different gullies. I under- 
stand there is also kerosene shale out there. I heard that 
from a man named Cook, who could not wait to give evi- 
dence before the Committee on this occasion, In course of 
time the millable timber will be cut out of the Richmond 
Range reserve, which extends from the Queensland border 
down to near Grafton. It is a State forest of variable 
width up to 2 miles. The timber is being cut out very 
fast now, but there is a tremendous supply, and as it is cut 
out wonderful country for settlement will be opened up. 
There is no better land for dairying than scrub country, 
and the timber is now being drawn from that route. 

801. You think the country would be better served by 
the suggested deviation than by the proposed route ?—I 
do, and the existing road is an abominable one for traftic. 

802. What is the difference between the country on the 
soldier settlement and the land adjacent to the route of the 
proposed railway !— Along the main Tenterfield road it is for 
the most part barren rocks, ‘There isa tremendous amount of 
rock in the vicinity of Mummulgum, and the parts where 
there is good land would be almost equally well served by the 
suggested deviation ; while along the track of the deviation 
it is excellent country. 

803. To what is the country along the prcposed route 
best suited !—It is being farmed. 

804. Your opinion is that the area around the soldier setile- 
ment is a better character }—Yes. There are very good flats 
along the suggested deviation which would grow lucerne. 


805. I suppose the suggested deviation would bring 
trade to Casino ?—Yes. J was interested in a mining 
settlement at Drake, and I know how rugged the country 
is about there. 

S06. What is your opinion of the country around 
'Tabulam ?—It is very rich, either north or south. 

807. Is it as rich as that surrounding the soldier 
settlement ?—It is very similar. It is good paspalum 
country. 

808. If the construction of the line as proposed is not 
recommended would the country be well served by en 
extension from here to Tabulam ?—I think so. 

809. By the completion of the North Coast railway in 
addition, would not the country be well served ?—It would 
between here and Tabulam. The only argument in favour 
of a line right through to Tenterfield appears to me to be 
the exchange of products. 

810. The possibility has been urged of reviving Drake. 
With a line from Casino to Tabulam, would not Drake be 
well served !—The carriage of ores over the intervening 17 
miles would add greatly to the cost of treatment. 

811. What is your opinion respecting the assertion that 
the effect of a railway from Tenterfield to Casino would be 
to open up coastal holiday r sorts ?—There is a great rush 
now to these seaside resorts, and it is increasing every day. 
They are becoming more and more popular; and as some 
people go away to the tableland in summer, others will be 
coming down to the watering-places. I cannot say how 
that would affect the revenue, About nine years ago there 
was a very severe drought in the Inverell country. Cattle 
were dying fast, and Mr. A. I’. Warner left there with 
1,200 cattle for grass at Bonalbo. On the road 300 head 
died. That gives some idea of the difficulties of saving 
cattle for want of railway connection. Having arrived at 
Bonalba, 300 head were put on to one property—the 
majority of them female cattle—and in four months they 
were all taken away in first-class condition with 150 calves. 
Colonel Griffiths, an expert in cotton-growing, made an 
inspection at Bunalbo. I saw him on his arrival at Casino, 
and he told me he had never seen cotton anywhere in New 
South Wales or Queensland to equal what he saw at 
Bonalbo. Mr. Jamieson, in his report upon the suggested 
deviation said, that the construction of the line to the 
foot of the range would be a “cakewalk.” With regard to 
the value of land in Bonalbo, 954 acres was sold for £17 
per acre, and Mr. Jamieson’s inspected line passes right 
through the centre of that property. Other jand has been 
so!d out there for £14, which was better than that at £17 
per acre. When a previous Public Works Committee was 
at Bonalbo, I showed them an outcrop of 60 feet of coal, 
and thst is not more than 150 yards from the suggested 
deviation. 


Arthur John Flick, Forest Guard, Casino, sworn and 
examined :— 


812. Mr. Cameron.| What is the area over which you 
have control !—It starts at Mummulgum, 18 miles out, and 
extends to Tabulam and northerly to the junction of the 
Tooloom and Richmond ranges, taking in Bonalbo. The 
main State forests in it are Yabbra and Richmond Range. 
The latter comprises 64,000 and Yabbra 32,850 acres. The 
areas are adjoining. There are also some smaller areas on 
the south, Numbers 170 and 350. 

813. Can you give a description of the Richmond Range 
Reserve ?-—It is forest and brush country, containing the 
whole of our indigenous eucalypts, iron-bark, grey, red, blue 
and spotted gum, stringy bark and tallowwood. The brush- 
wocds comprise pine, rosewood, teak, white beech, long 
jack, bolly-gum, red bean, silky oak, carrabeen and cudgeree. 
Richmond Range State Forest No. 610 has been in opera- 
tion for forty or forty-five years, and the southern portion 
of it naturally is getting towards the end of its resources 
as regards timber above a specified girth. There are 
millions of feet of long jack, cudgerce, carrabeen, and 
pigeonberry ash, but they are not popular just now. 
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814.—Are they millable?—Some are. Cudgeree is classed 
Al, but it has not come into the market. Bollygum and 
white beech are marketed. Long jack has not come into 
prominence; it is not of equal quality to teak, but still is 
a very valuable timber. 

815. Has a third of the Richmond Range forest been 
gone over !—Yes, I suppose about that. 

816. Can you give any idea how much timber is taken 
out of that reserve annually ’—About 4,000,000 feet last 
year. That embraces all species of Crown timber that has 
been operated on. There was over 6,000,000 feet taken 
over the whole district, of which about 2,000,000 was off 
private property. 

817. How long have you been there ?—Two years only. 
The annual output has been greater in the past. 

818. What has been the cause of the falling off’—The 
timber trade has been slack since I came here, and there 
have not been the supplies to draw from. 

819. They have had to go further back /—Yes. Some 
species have got much scarcer, and for pine they have to 
go into rougher places, and therefore cannot market the 
same quantity in a given time. 

820. What amount was received in royalties during 1922 
off that reserve only /—£4,000. 

821. What is the rate?—It varies according to thé 
distance and the marketing conditions. Timber close to a 
mill would carry a higher rate than timber 12 miles away. 
The royalties run from 3s, 3d. per 100 feet on pine to 6s., 
an average of about 4s. 

822. Does the proposed route go through the old part of 
the reserve ?—Yes, through the country that has been 
picked over and over. 

823. What effect would it have on the other parts of 
the reserve /—It would bring them on to the market. 
Road carriage is too heavy at present without specific 
orders. It is impossible to operate on it for the Sydney 
market. 

824. Would the whole of the area be brought into opera- 
tion with railway communication ?— Yes." 

825, Can you give particulars of the Yabbra reserve !— 
Y-s; that is all virgin country. Itis too far from market 
to be operated on, though there had been some operations 
on the southern end by a mill situated on the road 6 miles 
out beyond Tabulam. 

826. Who has drawn supplies from there?—Mr. Arm- 
strong. That has been operated about twelve months. 

827. It possesses valuable timbers ?—Magnificent, There 
are all the species I have named. 

828, With a railway along the proposed route would that 
portion be operated on profitably by sawmillers?—No 
doubt they would be induced to operate, but Yabbra is 14 
miles from the road. 

829, How far are the areas south of the proposed line 
from it /—The route runs through them. The major part is 
south. They are almost cut out of matured pine. 

830. From a reafforestation point of view would those 
timbers grow up again quickly ?—Yes.. There is a heavy 
growth of timber still under size now. 

831. You would not suggest that any cf the reserves 
under your control should be made available for settlement 4 
—I cannot, under present conditions. 

832, A suggestion has been made to deviate the railway 
from Tabulam through Bonalbo?—From a timber point 
of view the Bonalbo deviation would be the preferable 
route, because it would open up better country. 

835. If that route were adopted all the timber would be 
within easy access ?— Yes, 

834. Do you think there would be more sawmills 
established in the Bonaibo district ’—I think so. There 
is a mill already at Bonalbo, and I understand they have 
20,000,000 feet of pine timber alone on private property 
secured, 

835. Any timber on leased land on that area would come 
under your control 1—Yes, 


836. There is a fair amount on conditional lease land 
also 1—Yes, 


Witness—A. J. Flick, 16 April, 1923. 


837. Has the timber been drawn from that!—No, but 
it has been destroyed. I have seen quite a number of 
places where ironbark timber has been cut out on land 
taken up under conditional purchase and conditional lease, 
and then converted ; girders anywhere from 20 to 80 feet 
destroyed by ring-barking, 

838. Would the proposel line go through any country 
where timber has been destroyed under similar conditions ? 
—Yes, but probably not to such an extent. The Bonalbo 
district is the better timber country. The proposed route 
goes through station property all the way, while the sug- 
gested deviation would go through virgin country. 

839. What procedure would a settler go through to 
notify you he was selling timber off his conditional lease 
land?—He cannot sell it unless he pays a percentage of 
royalty; and he has to take out a license before he can 
market it. If it is for sale, and in the event of any out- 
sider wanting to operate on it, he must have a license and 
present the written consent of the lessee for him to operate 
on the area. 

840. Do you supervise the operations right through ?— 
Yes, just as if it were a Crown reserve. The Crown takes 
two-thirds and the settler a third of the royalty. We 
collect two-thirds of whatever the assessment is. 

841. So that if the suggested deviation served leased 
lands it would be quite an appreciable advantage to settle- 
ment ?—Yes, it would be better to dispose of timber than 
to destroy it. 

842. Mr. Travers.| Does the whole of the 64,090 acres 
of Richmond Range reserve come within 12 miles of the 
proposed route /—No, the forest extends to the Queensland 
border, right to Mount Lindsay. If the line went through 
Bonalbo it would go approximately through the middle of 
the forest. 

843, What portion would be within the 12-mile influence 
of the proposed route ?—About one-half. 

844. What area of Yabbra forest would be within the 
influence of that Jine ?—Only a very small portion. 

845. Would there be any difficulty in getting timber 
down to the line from about the |2-mile limit !—No. 

8146. Mr. Doe.| It has been stated that the suggested 
deviation via Bonalbo would tap forest land, and that as a 
result the Department would be able to collect as royalty 
anything from 10s. to 13s. instead of 3s per 100 feet. Do 
you think that likely to ensue ?—I am not prepared to go 
that far, but it would increase the rates, because railway 
rates to get lumber away are much cheaper than road 
cartage, and royalties are based upon market values. 

847. Where timber has been denuded, would it be neces- 
sary to plant in order to get reafforestation’—No; we have 
a minimum felling girth, and do not allow any operations 
below it. 

848. So in the event of lands being taken for closer 
settlement purposes, naturally there would be a lot of 
valuable timber lost /—Yes. 

849. It has been stated that something like half the 
timber of the Richmond Range forest could very well be taken 
from the Department and used for closer settlement with- 
out any detriment to the State because it is so denuded of 
timber. Is that a correct statement ?—No, I cannot hold 
with that view. 

850. Has it been the policy of the Government in the 
past to steadily encroach on forest lands which, had they 
been left as intended, would have served the original pur- 
pose very well ?—Isolated cases of that sort of thing may 
have occurred, but I would not use that as a general 
argument, 

851. Mr. Drummond.) Do you know of any country in 
this district where brush land has been cleared and the 
inferior soil has not responded?—I do not. The only 
brush Jands I know of that have Leen cleared have 
responded very well. 

852. Is not this end of the area rather rich ?—It is. 

853, It would compare favourably with most brush 
country on the coast !—Yes. 

854, And that is probably the richest in soil ?—Yes, 


Witness—J. M. Johnson, 16 April, 1923, 


James Martin Johnson, sawmiller, Kyogle, sworn, and 
examined :— 


855 Chairman.| You ave president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Kyogle?!—Yes. I am supporting the constru:- 
tion of the Tenterfield-Casino line on the principle that it 
is a necessity for the general development of the country 
to have connection between the coast and the tableland, 
chiefly for the interchange of commodities, such as timber, 
cattle and sheep, flour, potatoes, fruit, bacon, and furniture 
and joinery. It would also create facilities for tapping 
timber resources that are now not accessible, and could be 
well utilised if facilities were available. The distance for 
transport under existing conditions is too great to enable 
people to operate on certain timbers which are suitable tor 
public works and export, such as ironba:k, There are large 
forest areas that have reached maturity and we are not 
only losing the value of them through natural deterioration 
and white ants, but we are losing revenue, because if we 
are much longer waiting for transport facilities we shall 
lose the natural markets overseas, where they are asking 
daily for timber of this description. Very often we cannot 
give it them at a price that enables them to use it to advan- 
tage. <A line from the tableland to the coast, as p-oposed, 
or even the suzgested deviation, would make a very large 
area indeed of country accessible, and would not only give 
the advantage ef reducing the cost of transport, which is 
very heavy in our generation, but would create a facility 
for quicker handling, particularly of overseas shipments. 
Certain mills are in existence now, but with the construc- 
tion of the proposed line others would be established, and 
there would be a better system of accumulating the 
required amount of timber for oversea trade, so that it 
could be transported in larger quantities. A greater 
revenue would be derived from timber, and there would 
be more milling operations carried out. If you can get 
transport facilities anywhere within 12 or 15 miles of 
forests they are operative. We are carting timber 15 miles, 
and a railway connection from the Tweed and Richmond 
area to the tabieland would benefit furniture manufacturers 
in this district. The extent of the trade that would ensue 
in furniture and joinery can hardly be over-estimated. 
Fruit would be sent in large quantities to the coastal areas, 
and at less cost than at present. It would also be possible 
to tan leather in this district, and send the product to 
market. There is for instance a boot factory at Glen Innes. 
The line would create new industries as well as being an 
advantage to existing ones. To show that there is a possi- 
bility of markets for hardwood in the western district and 
on the tableland, quite recently firms associated with ours 
sent timber for bridge construction to Dubbo from Laurieton, 
Camdenhaven River. That had to go to Sydney by rail 
and be transported across to Dubbo ; whereas it could be 
very quickly distributed between here and Dubbo if we had 
a line to Tenterfield. There is a report in the Mines 
Department with regard to the extent and quality of the 
limestone deposits at Drake, from which it would seem 
that if the Government can construct a line to touch 
deposits of that description with the object of manufacturing 
cement and fertilisers it would be a big factor in feeding 
the railways inasmuch as we are faced with the necessity 
for better roads for the purpose. Roads are wearing out 
very quickly under modern conditions, the increased motor 
trattiic being the cause, and it is possib’e that cement is 
going to play a big part in the road construction of the 
future, provided it can be manufactured cheaply enough. 
‘On account of the distance it is now necessary to transport 
timber from the various areas of supply, there is a lot being 
destroyed on private property. If there were railway faci- 
lities it is only natural that timber would be converted 
into a marketab’e product. North of the suggested devia- 
tion towards Bonalbo and under the Richmond range 
towards the border of Queensland there are coal outcrops. 
In nearly every creek coal can be found. I have successfully 
used coal fr m grass for forging, and it appears that a very 
large area of coal-bearing country extends in that direction. 

856. Which would produce the greater development in 
the district you refer to—the construction of a line to 
Tenterfield or the completion of the North Coast railway ? 
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—The North Coast line would give better facilities for 
marketing down the coast, but it would not put us in 
closer touch with the tableland or western towns. 

857. Supposing that line were constructed, would you 
send any timber then from the Kyogle district to Tenter- 
field and along it !—To the tableland I would. 

858. Is there a large demard there for the timber you 
can produce !--We do not get inquiries, because it is im- 
possible for us under existing conditions to transport still 
further south. There is ademand for roads, bridges and 
culverts, and other heavy construction work in various 
towns; and having facilities we would naturally get 
inquiries and would be looking for them. I am of opinion 
that there would be a good demand for it. 

859. Would a line from Casino through Bonaibo to 
Tabulam be sutticient to bring about the development you 
have mentioned, without extending it to Tenterfield 1—It 
would be like a job half done. Jt would certainly help to 
develop the surrounding country within a certain radius, 
but it would nct have the effect of giving other parts of 
the country reasonable transport facilities. It would not 
not be a complete proposition, 

860. From what places overseas have you an inquiry for 
hardwood ?— We are now carrying out contracts with San 
Francisco, and we send timber to New Zealand and South 
Africa. 

861. In what way would the proposed line help you to 
meet thase orders ?!—It would open up a greater area of 
timber to operate upon. 

862. Would that timber be shipped to Grafton 1—No, it 
would be shipped at. Lismore if the line were complete, and 
be transhipped at Sydney. 

863. If the North Coast line were completed, would you 
send that hardwood by rail straight to Sydney or ship it 
by sea to Sydney !—It, would depend on freight rates. If 
they were as they stand to-day and railway rates the same, 
it would be much of,a muchness. The railway freight 
would probably be more for transporting it to here and 
down to Sydney along the coast. 

864. You have a furniture-making establishment at 
Kyogle !—Yes. 

865. Are you extending your operations ?—No, they are 
in about the same position. ae 
866, Is the 3-ply industry progressing there ?—Yes, 
well. i? ee 

867. Would this line, if constructed, give you markets 
for that class of goods ?—Yes ; it would provide a quicker 
and more direct market. Three-ply is used very largely 
now in New England towns for furniture-making, partitions, 
and ceilings. It could be distributed in Armidale, Dubbo, 
and Inverell, instead of being sent to Sydney. 

868. What view does the Kyogle Chamber of Commerce 
take of the proposal before the Committee /—It favours a 
tableland and coast connection, but opinion is a little 
divided as to the route. 

869. Mr. Drummond.] Do you intend to convey that in 
hardwoods the growing period of useful existence is limited 
as far as this district is concerned !—I meant to say that 
when any individual tree has reached the age of maturity 
it begins to deteriorate, and the deterioration is added to 
by the fact that white ants eat it very readily. While 
heavy forests are standing and not being used we are losing 
a large amount of wealth on account of deterioration. It 
would be a greater advantage to get revenue from that 
timber than to find twenty years afterwards that a great 
majority of the matured trees were not fit for marketable 
purposes on account of deterioration. 

870, Are you of opinion that a judicious thinning of the 
timber is an advantage to it?—I would not say that. I 
say we want to use it. : 

871. Is it not recognised that a tree in a state of decay 
is a menace to surrounding trees?—I would not say that. 
A tree might be deteriorating for yeirs but still be market- 
able. My idea is to convert it into a marketable product 
before it deteriorates too far. 

872. Do you consider the expenditure involved in a 
tableland-coastal connection is justified ?—I do. 
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Witnesses— J. M. Johnson, O. W. Small, and G. J. Mortimer, 16 April, 1923. 


873 Do you think the trade which would gradualiy 
develop between the tableland and the coast would be 
sufficent to meet the working expenses and interest bill on 
that proposal ?—Yes ; because, in my opinion, it would 
facilitate industries that are at present doing very little, 
and it would increase settlement, 

874. At present, the loss on the North Co.rst lines is 
roughly £100,000 per annum. Do you think if this pro- 
posal were carried out that, although there would be a loss 
on it, it would have a tendency to make existing lines pay 
by reason of added trade {—It is a big question. The loss 
is only from the departmental poirt of view, while actually 
we should probably find ourselves millions of pounds better 
off owing to added facilities and impetus to trade. 

875. Are you of opinion that if this cross-country con- 
nection were provided the resultant development would be 
somewhat in proportion to the development thet has 
followed the building of the North Coast lines !—I hardly 
think there would be so much as far as new country is 
concerned, but there would be considerab‘e development. 

876. Mr Doe.| It has been stated that if the proposed 
line were built, timber put on trucks between here and 
Tenterfield would go to Sydney direct without transfer to 
boat, one of the chief reasons being that timber, especially 
softwood, suffers by transhipment. Do you think the 
boats would still continue to receive the cargo, or woald it 
go on trucks!—It would depend on the freight ; and the 
difference between soft and hard timber must be considered. 
The railway will take soft timber of greater measurement 
and less weight, which works out at a lower cost per 100 
than heavy timber. Probably the greater part of the soft- 
wood would be transported by rail. J do not think heavy 
timber would go all the way by rail. 


. 


Oakley Wallace Small, Crown Land Agent and Clerk of 
Petty Sessions, Casino, sworn, and examined :— 


877. Mr. Drummond.| Can you give evidence as to the 
expansion of the district during the past few years, and the 
value of land which would be affected by the proposed rail- 
way !—My figares apply to the whole district as far as the 
Queensland border and half-way down to Grafton. I know 
that so far there is a heavy demand for land in this district 
‘from the Tweed down, and large landholders are starting 
to subdivide their holdings. There is practically no Crown 
land on this side available for settlement unless it is forest 
reserve. One thing which may be of interest to the Com- 
mittee is that if you could do away with the unearned 
increment on land, I think in some years the people would 
save so much stock in this district with the aid cf the line 
as to pay for the line. If you could travel stock from here 
to the west for fattening or send young stock over there 
and bring them back as milkers, it would be a big thing 
for the State. 

878. How long have you been residen 
—Since December, 1908. 

879. Have you seen much increased settlement as a 
result of the railway being built to Casino?—There is no 
doubt about the strides the district has made.) When I 
started here they began to sell at Bonalba. We got about 
500 conditional purchases and conditional leases in 1909, 
and the revenue in land matters alone increased from 
£22,000 in 1910, to £44,800 in 1922. We do not get many 
deposits on land now ; it is just revenue coming in. 


in this district ? 


880. As a result of the extension of the railway into 
this district, markets were developed in proportion to the 
settlement and population generally /—That is so. 

881. Do you care to express an opinion with regard to 
connecting the tableland with the coast?—I thiuk it is 
desirable. We have to pay a very big price for mutton. 
Lorries come down from Tenterfield with fruit, but there is 
fruit going to waste on the tableland, while we have to get 
it from Sydney. 

882. You support the contention that a railway would 
cause an interchange of products a3 between coast and 
tableland?—Yes. They buy heaps of fodder here which 
comes from all over the State. 

George Joseph Mortimer, dentist, Casino, sworn and 
examined :— 


883. Mr. Doe.| Do you know the country between Ten- 
terfield and Casino !—I do, very well. I claim that we 
who live on the coast are living in a tropical climate while 
on the mountains they are living in a sub-tropical and 
pleasant climate, which is very good for health. In the 
long summers here women and childrén, and men getting 
on in years, suffer considerably with ill-health, and therefore 
we should have easy communication with the mountains 
for those who are in a debilitated state. I have been 
living for the last forty years on the North Coast and the 
mountains and have seen the advantages and disabilities 
of hoth. The agitation for the proposed line has been going 
on for forty-five years, and the people have been putting 
up with a great deal of inconvenience. Railway communi- 
cation between here and the tableland and further west 
would facilitate trade. Rain has come, but rather late, 
and in all probability we shall still be obliged to bring 
fodder from the tableland. We do not want it sent to 
Sydney to be brought baek here by boat. When there is 
an overplus of stock in this district as there is at times in 
all dairying areas it is necessary to shift the surplus cattle 
away inland. It, would be to the advantage of the State 
generally to have as many stock as possible, and therefore 
the farmer should not have to destroy his calf. We want 
him to be able to send the poddy inland to be fattened so 
as to provide cheap meat when the time arrives. It is 
unreasonable that a perishable commodity like fruit should 
be sent to Sydney first and then brought here. We must 
have fruit, and if is very hard that we should have to pay 
two freights on it. Our products should be accessible to 
those on the mountains and theirs should be obtainable by 
us. A line right through would assist mining centres and 
the timber industry. With immigration from other 
countries we must have housing, which requires cheap 
timber. If the price is too high people arriving in this 
country will have to live in tents. From that point of 
view also it is necessary that the railway should be con- 
structed. 

884. Do vou regard this as an unhealthy district 1—Tt 
is not unhealthy, but after living here for a number of 
years people become run down. The atmosphere is moist, 
and they are apt to suffer from lung and throat trouble, 
which necessitates going to the mountains to recuperate. 
The Richmond cannot be classed as first-class health country. 

885. As regards young surplus cattle, could not those 
be travelled /—Not satisfactorily. Poddies are not full 
grown or fully fat; the stock route has been gradually 
elosed in and they would starve before reaching their 
destination. 
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TUESDAY, 17 APRIL, 1923. 
(The Committee met at the Town Hall, Casino.) 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHatrmay). 


The Hon. JoHn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicHaEL Burke, Esa. 


WiLtiAM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonn, Esq. 


—— 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


Rob rt Samuel Heathwood, storekeeper, Casino, sworn, and 
examined :— 


886. Chairman.| What statement do you wish to make 
with regard to the proposed railw 
years in this district and have always been an advocate for 
railway connection with the tableland, which I think is 
necessary for the development of the district. The country 
from Grafton to the Tweed is essentially dairying, and 
tere are certain kinds of fodder we cannot grow. We 
cannot raise sheep or grow lucerne to any extent, and if 
fodder could be brought here easily from the tableland, 
where it could be grown in great quantities, and supplied 
at: cheap rates, it would be possible for dairymen here to 
feed their stock when they could not grow fodder themselves, 
and carry on until they were able to put their cattle on 
the natural grasses. We have short drought periods in 
this district and have just passed through one. If we had 
had railway communication with the tableland, and it had 
been possible to land cheap fodder here, there would have 
been no great distress in the district. Lucerne of fine 
quality has been offered to me at Inverell at £3 per ton, 
and at the same time it would have cost £11 or £12 to 
land it here. It is impossible to use it at that price. It 
would be possible for a man on an area of 60 or 70 acres 
to milk twenty or thirty cows if he could buy fodder at 
cheap rates, and produce a sufficient income to keep his family. 
That could not be done at present because the man is 
unable to buy fodder. Then there is the interchange of 
products between western districts and the coast. That is 
an industry which would grow very quickly if railway 
trausit were available. It costs up to £4 10s. per ton to 
get ordinary merchandise into Bonalbo and £3 and £3 10s. 
more to Bean and Duck Creeks—which means £8 a ton the 
people there have topay on all goods consumed. That country 
can grow any quantity of wonderful saccaline winter fodder 
and imaize, but the only way to get it to market is on the four 
lexs of a pig across the mountains to Kyogle. Even in 
face of those disabilities the land has increased enormously 
in value. It is essential that a railway should go near 
enough to Dyraaba to be of use to the soldier settlers 
there. It is estimated that to build roads would cost more 
than to build a railway, while roads leading to the line 
would cost nothing like what a main road would. The 
country between Drake and Tenterfield is not considered 
specially good, but I do not think that should be taken 
altogether into consideration. We must consider the two 
terminals. There is the great North Coast with a popula- 
tion of between 80,000 and 100,000 people which will 
quickly extend to a quarter of a million when the possi- 
bilities of development are provided; and there is the 
tableland on the other side which requires a market. 
Potatoes from Guyra have to be trucked down to Newcastle 
and then brought back by boat to Lismore and on here by 
train whereas they could be brought across at a much 
lower cost.. The same applies to chaff from the Inverell 
and Tamworth districts. 

887. Can you give any instance where land has been 
made available in this district and has not been taken up, 
occupied, and worked !—-No, but there are many instances 
where land has been taken up in large areas which could 
be cut up. 

888, How often during your residence here have you 
noticed that it is necessary for the dairy-farmer to purchase 
fodder for his stock?—We have just had a_ periodical 


drought and we had one in 1915. There was not much 
feeding done this time, but it does not follow that there 


~ would not be if feed eattid be got at a reasonable rate. 


889. May we take it that these drought periods occur so 
infrequently that even farmers with large areas do not 
think it worth while to conserve fodder as an insurance 
against them ?—Lucerne can be grown only in isolated 
places, but the drought periods are no more severe than 
the period of snow in England, where fodder has to be 
provided for stock during seven months of the year. 

890. Is the Committee to understand that even on the 
rich flats of the Richmord and the Clarence it is not 
possible to grow lucerne profitably !—Not for sale. For 
private requirements it is. 

891. With a railway to the tableland you would still get 
all your case goods by steamer ?—Yes, but there would be 
a big back loading from Lismore to Tenterfield for that 
class of goods. We would get our wheat and flour from 
New England, also our sheep and fruit. 

892. That would take freight away from the Great 
Northern line ahd give it to the Casino-Tenterfield line ?— 
Yes. 

893. Can they not grow potatoes well on the Clarence ?— 
Yes, but not all the year round. They have potatoes at 
Guyra when they are not obtainable on the Clarence. 

894. Have you given the suggested deviation via Bonalbo 
any consideration Yes: I think that is an excellent 
proposition. The scheme recommended by the Land 
Development Committee is one of the finest that has ever 
been put forward ; but still to make it eh you want 
connection with the tableland. 

895. Would the tableland connection be complementary 
to the proposal of the Land Development Committee /—We 
want a connection with the west. 

896. Would not the two proposals serve entirely different 
purposes ?—Yes, 

897. Do you care to answer the suggestion that if the 
through line is not recommended the section from Tabulam 
to Casino deserves some consideration !—On the principle 
that half a loaf is better than no bread it does, but even if 

we got that we would still fight for the completion, 

898, Mr. Cameron. | Has ‘there been any serious attempt 
in this district to conserve fodder {Only i in isolated cases. 

899. If the necessity for fodder is so great that its 
carriage would be an asset to a railway. from here to 
Tenterfield might not one expect to find more grown in this 
district, where it could be done so easily !—It is a marvel 
to me that it is not grown. I cannot explain it. 

900. They could grow hay of some character here ?— 
I'hey do not go in much for it. 

901. Mr. Burke. You are considering the proposal 
before the Committee from a national standpoint of con- 
nection between tableland and ccast’—Yes; I am not 
considering the country between the two towns. 

902. Do you think the land at Bonalbo is superior to © 
that at Mallanganee ?—I have always held that opinion. 

903. For what are they using the land at Bonalbo?— 
They have been breeding and fattening stock, but with the 
fall in the price of cattle they are now going in for dairying. 

904. Considering Tabulam is only 50 miles from Tenter- 
field, and that the influence of a line there would be felt, say 
12 miles further on, would not the country be fairly ‘well 
served by a line from here to Tabulam?!—Better than it is 
now, certainly ; but you must consider not so much the 


cost of the railway as the development of the district. 
Although the Lismore-Murwillumb2h line is reported to 
be not paying, nobody could say that is not a success. The 
revenue from: taxation in that district is enormous aud 
the same thing would apply to the present proposal, thus 
justifying the expenditure of a very large sum of mcney. 

905. What is your opinion of a betterment tax for the 
purpose of meeting the cost ?—1 will give an illustration of 
what my opinion is. Bonalbo was cpened up seventeen 
years ago. Men took up land at £1 an acre which has in- 
creased in value to £17, If the railway had been built 
before those blocks were thrown open for selection, and the 
land then made available at £6 per acre, there would not 
have been enough farms to go round, and the line would 
have paid from the start. That is my opinion as to the 
opening up of country. 

906. Mr. Mahony | Does not dairy produce require more 
than a New South Wales market ?!—I believe four-fifths of 
the butter produced in the State is used in the home 
market, and only one-fifth is exported. 

907. If the dairying industry increases an oversea 
market will be needed, and butter will have to be sent to 
a distributing centre in Sydney ?—Yes. Unfortunately, 
Sydney is the distributing centre for everything, but I do 
not see that that should continue in years to come. 

908. Would not the completion of the North Coast line 
suit the dairying industry?—It would until we could get 
something better. 

909. Is there a great amount of butter sent any distance 
by rail !—No, the furthest is Byron Bay. 

910. If refrigerating cars were provided on the North 
Coast railway when completed, would not that suit the 
district !—I do not think railway transport will ever com- 
pete with water carriage. 

911. Would not the construction of a line to Tabulam 
meet the requirements of the dairying industry !—Yes, to 
an extent. 

912. Is there not sufficient land between Tabulam and 
the coast to grow lucerne!—I would not say there is as 
a payable proposition, People could not sell it at £3 per 
ton, yet they tell me it pays handsomely at Inverell at that 
figure. 

913. Where does Inverell find a market !—Unfortunately 
they have not one, but they hope for a market over here, - 

914. You hold that there is not sufficient inducement in 
this district to grow fodder ?/—Not in quantities. 

915. Is not the reason that only periodical dry spells 
occur ?—That is so, but for the last few years those periods 
have been very irregular, Nearly every year there is a 
shortage of grass between August and December. 

916. Would there be a steady trade for fodder in the 
district ?—To a certain extent. 

917. What commodities would you exchange with Ten- 
terfield ?—I do not know that we could exchange much, 
but there are towns to which we could send our surplus 
cattle and a certain amount of timber. There would also 
be fish—though, perhaps, that would not be a large itein. 

918. There would not be sufficient traffic for many years 
to piy interest on an expenditure of £2,500,000 1—Possibly 
not. 

919. Mr. Travers.) During the years 1915 and 1921 
from where did lucerne come here !—From Sydney by boat. 

920. Was any appreciable quantity brought here ?—In 
1915 the quantity was enormous. 

921. How was it distributed?—By the Dairy Company 
to the farmers direct, and all the stores supplied it. 

922. Was most of it used in the Richmond River dis- 
trict ?-—Yes, and a lot on the Tweed. 

923. If the North Coast line were completed and you 
were brought into closer touch with the Hunter district, do 
you think that district would be able to supply your 
wants !—The freight would be very high. 

924, Did any cattle die for want of feeding in 1915 and 
1921, when you were unable to get sufficient lucerne owing 
to the high cost of landing it here?—There were certain 
losses, but the people had to pay the high prices. Cattle in 
that year were of considerably higher value than they are 
to-day, and it paid to feed them. 
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925, If you were able to get lucerne at what you con- 
sidered a reasonable price would any appreciable quantity 
be brought to this district?—It is thought so by some of 
the farmers. 

926, If there is a general demand for lucerne here why 
has not some genuine attempt been made to grow it /—They 
say this is not a lucerne district and that it would not pay. 

927. Usually feeding from natural grasses has served the 
purpose /—Yes, when they can get the grass. 

928, Apart from the two years mentioned have you 
known any years in which it was necessary to import 
lucerne !—'There have been other periods. 

929. Do the farmers generally make provision by grow- 
ing suflicient lucerne for themselves ?—Those who can grow 
it do so to a certain extent. 

930. Alr. Doe.| There was no lucerne for sale at £5 per 
ton in 1915 and 1919!—Not unless it was grown here, 
where they could not get it to market. The demand was 
so great that the price increased ; but in normal seasons it 
could be landed here at £5. 

931. Is there any attempt at ensilage, which could be 
produced from almost any kind of vegetation 1—I know of 
only one silo in the district, and I do not know whether it 
is in working order now. 

932. Mr. Drummond.| Where do you draw your supplies 
of flour ?—All from Sydney. 

933. Do you know of any movement of people towards 
the tableland for health reasons 1—There are certain 
families that go to Tentertield for a period of the year, and 
there are families that come from Tenterfield and Glen 
Innes to the seaside at Evans’ Head in the winter time. 
There is not a great amount of that traffic, but there might 
be more if there were a railway. 

934. What is the motor fare from Tenterfield to Casino ? 
—Twenty-five shillings, 

935. Do you think a cheaper fare by railway would 
induce greater travel’—No doubt it would. Many people 
would travel by rail who would not go by car. 

956. Are there a great number of tenant or share 
farmers in this district /—A fair percentage of them. 

937. Does that militate against a sound supply of fodder 
in the district !—I do not think so. The share-farmers do 
their best ; they have to get results. 

938. If the railway were constructed even as ‘far as 
Tabulam there would be considerable development in 
lucerne-growing on land suited to that product !— Yes, but 
on the tableland they put in hundreds of acres of lucerne 
where 5 or 6 acres here would be a large crop. 

939. Have you any reason to believe that in tie event 
of the proposed line being built secondary industries would 
be developed in this district, and, if so, what are they ?— 
A flour-mill would be possible here, and there are openings 
for a tannery and a soap factory. A lot of furniture is 
made in this district also. 

940. Where is the traffic in summer likely to go from 
Casino—to Tenterfield or to the seaside ?—To Ben Lomond 
and Glcn Innes. 


Harold Rosevear Imeson, master butcher, Casino, sworn, 
and examined :— 


941. Mr. Mahony.| How long have you been at Casino ! 
—Twenty-four years. 

942. Froth where do you draw your sheep ?t—'They have 
come from Sydney until recently, but for the last six or 
seven months they have been brought overland. We experi- 
ence a good deal of trouble in getting them from Sydney. 
Very often the boats are barbound, and by the time sheep 
arrive here they are in a pretty bad state. Until just 
recently our effur:s to get sheep from the tableland have 
not been too successful; they arrive here in a bad way 
owing to the amount of travelling that is necessary, and 
the country over which they pass is not suitable in respect 
of feed, 

943, Have you any idea of the number of sheep that 
come from Tenterfield to Casino in twelve months ?—We 
are doing about 2,000 in twelve months, and there may be 
another 2,000 used in the town. From here to the Tweed 


42 


Witnesses—H. R. Imeson and A. O. McC. Simpson, 17 April, 1923. 


there would be anything up to 30,000 per annum. We 
have a number of horses, and all our chaff comes from 
Sydney, which is fairly expensive. We have hardly ever 
been able to buy any locally. 

944. If the proposed line were constructed, where would 
you get your fodder ?—I consider it would come down from 
the Inverell district, 

945. Is there not plenty of fodder available in the 
Riverina ?—I understand so. 

946. Could not that be transported.here by water from 
Sydney ?—Yes, 

947, Would the freight by rail be greater than by 
water !—I do not think it would, because it now goes to 
Sydney first of all, is handled there, and comes back by 
boat to Lismore and rail here. It would not need so much 
handling from the Inverell district. 

948. What else would be brought by rail from Tenter- 
field !—A good deal of fruit. 

949. What would be sent from Casino to Tenterfield ?— 
Butter and cattle. 

950. Are there not dairies at Tenterfield ?—-I understand 
there are very few. I have heard that they have had 
shortages of butter there for local consumption. 

951. Is not feed grown in the Hunter district ?—Yes, a 
good deal of lucerne is grown there. 

952. Could not that be brought here over the North 
Coast railway or by boat ?—It would be possible, but the 
handling would make it expensive. 

953. Do you think the proposed railway would anything 
like pay working expenses within twenty years from the 
amount of traffic coming to it?—I should say a great deal 
of settlement would be developed within that time which 

would be of benefit to it. 
» 954. Would a line from Casino to Tabulam suit the 
requirements of the district?—-It would be a big advyant- 
age. 
955. Mr. Drummond.|] If the proposed railway were 
constructed would there be an inducement for people rear- 
ing fat lambs west of the tableland to truck them here ?— 
I should think so. 

956, What, approximately, is added to the cost of a 
sheep sent here from Sydney or driven from the tableland ? 
About 5s. 

957. It is reasonable to suppose that with the railway 
you could truck them through for less !—Even if it cost as 
much it would pay to truck them rather than to drive 
them, because they would not be knocked about so much. 

958. How do prices uf mutton on the coast compare with 
prices of beef ?—Mutton is always a good deal higher. 

959. Sheep are shipped alive from Sydney ?—Yes. 

960. If sheep could be landed here more cheaply, the 
consumption of mutton on the coast wouid be increased 1— 

_ It would, considerably. 

961. In that case would you be prepared to make a 
reduction in the selling price in proportion !— Yes. 

962. Has the Byron Bay Company developed any export 
trade ?—I understand it sent alot of meat away during the 
war and for some time afterwards, but I hear it cannot 
now find an overseas market. 


963. Is it reasonable to suppose that if there were 
railway connection with the tableland there would bea 
tendency for people in the west to send their product to 
the coastal works here for export ?—Only ifit were cheaper 
than sending it to Sydney. 

964. Mr. Travers.] How do your retail prices for beef 
and mutton compare with Sydney prices?—Some of the 
better shops in Sydney get considerably more for mutton 
than we do even new, but there are quite a number of shops 
in Sydney that sell for a good deal Jess. Our prices are 
abont the average prices of the high-class shops in Sydney. 

965. How about beef?—The majority would be cheaper 
here—some lines very much so. 

966. Afr. Cameron.| The beef exported frcm here would 
be in the furm of canned meat ?—It was canned meat that 
was sent from the works at Byron Bay. ‘hey are only 
canning works, although I understand they send some 
chilled meat to Sydney. 


967. Where would the supplies be drawn for the meat 
works you say the railway would develop ?—Locally. 

968. Would that be a sufficient supply to keep the meat- 
works going?—That would depend on the export trade 
Up to the present there has been sufficient stock between 
here and Tenterfield to supply them. 

969. Assuming large estates were cut up into dairy 
farms, where would you draw your supplies for meatworks ! 
You do not require the best cattle for canning purposes. 
They would draw the surplus from the dairy farms. There 
is always surplus stock on dairy farms suitable for canning. 

970. Are you aware that there are large up-to-date 
meatworks at Aberdeen which to-day are closed down, and 
which drew supplies from the west and the north-west ? — 
No. ; 

971. In view of that fact what traffic would there be for 
the meatworks you speak of!—Only from Tenterfie'd to 
Casino, I suppose. 


Alfred Oswald McCammon Simpson, stock and station 
agent, Casino, sworn, and examined :— 

972. Mr. Doe.] What is your opinion of the proposal 
before the Committee ;—do you think it is one that should 
be recommended ?—Ultimately, I do, but I am not tco 
much in favour of it at the present time. 

973. What portion do you think should be con- 
structed ?—A line commencing at Casino, and either 
running up through the Doubtful Creek Valley, or else 
along the main road to Tabulam would pay handsomely, 
and be a good, sound proposition. 

974. Upon what would such a line draw chiefly for 
freight 1—Live stock, cereals, vegetables, butter, and an 
enormous amount of timber. With regard to lucerne-grow- 
ing, I contend that, given proper facilities, there are areas 
of land surrounding the proposed line which it would pay 
handsomely to cultivate for produce that would, ultimately, 
find its way to the tableland as well as to the seaboard. 

975. Is thera any great demand for lucerne in these 
parts ?—In all seasons there is an abnormal demand, but 
T contend that there is enough suitable land around the 
proposed line to grow the majority of the lucerne required 


‘for local purposes. 


976. Why is the opportunity not taken advantage of ?—- 
On the proposed route, other than the man growing it for 
his own herd, the facilities available are so primitixe aud 
so expensive that it would not pay to go in for its inten e 
culture. 

977. Which of the suggested routes do you think should 
be undertaken !—That through Doubtful Creek, where the 
land has just been brought into production. There is no 
doubt that the Bonalbo district is very fertile, but the 
people there are isolated. If served by railway their pro- 
duction would treble in a very short time, as they have 
just reached what may be called the ‘“gleaning” stage of 
their land. At present they are under great disabilities 
for marketing produce other than butter. The proposed 
line is more over a settled route, and probably there would 
be a better immediate revenue from it. I am not able to 
compare the merits and demerits of each proposition, but 
our main object is simply to get a line. 

978. If a good road were constructed out to Bonalbo 
would that give all reasonable transit facilities /—Probably 
the immediate vicinity of Benalbo would benefit by that. 

979. It has been suggested that a line be run from 
Grafton through Tabulam to the Queen:land border ?—I 
think that is an excellent proposal, and one that would 
serve an enormous amount of good country. 

980. In what cattle do you trade ?—Generally ; but on 
the North Coast we have reared a surplus of cattle and 
have been dependent on the north-west districts to relieve 
us of it. That market continued until quite recently. 
Many thousands of cattle have left this district in past 
years for those districts, And even though cattle are at a 
minimum to-day, with railway facilities we would imme- 
diately find a market in the western districts. 
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981. It is found an advantage to have land in the back 
country and some on the coast ?—Yes. Jand in the big 
scrub has such a value that it has not paid d-iryman to 
rear young stock there when they can have them graz+d 
elsewhere. I would point out in advocacy of the proposal 
in its entirety thst we depend on the tableland in great 
measure for fruit and mutton. I do not attach much 
importance to fodder for traffic purposes, because as hold- 
ings diminish [ believe that in a few years we shall depend 
on the tableland for the whcle of our fat stock supply. 

982. Ar. Drummond.| At what prices are those big scrub 
lands leased?—The rental would run from about 25s. to £3 
per acre per annum. 

983. On an average for what term would those leases 
be ?—On an ayerage from three to five years. 

984. Does the fact that he may have to leave at the end 
of a few years prevent a man from accumulating a large 
supply of fodder!—Yes; there is no doubt it has a harassing 
effect. 

935. Being a tenant farmer also militates against the 
quality of a man’s herd ?—It is reasonable to suppose so. 

986. Do you consider that the lack of fodder supplies is 
largely due to uncertainty of tenure ?—It has some effect in 
that direction, but only 20 per cent. of the men in my 
district are tenant farmers. 


Francis Edward Nicholls. auctioneer, Casino, sworn, and 
examined :—- 


987. Mr. Cameron.] Haye you anything to add to the 
previous witness’s evidence on the suggested deviation via 
Bonalbo !—I do not think the grades would be any greater 
than on the proposed route, and the distance would not be 
quite as long as a line from here to Tabulam direct. I 
think the railway should be constructed through the 
Doubtful Creek Valley, because it would cause much more 
settlement. Cattle have been purchased in the Big Scrub 
and taken to Bonalbo till matured, and then taken back to 
the Big Serub to be sold. Should a railway be constructed 
there, land would ba too valuable for that to be carried on 
to advantage, and there is land at Bonalbo equal to any- 
thing in the Big Scrub. It would grow all kinds of feed, 
particularly lucerne. The hills would he first-class grazing 
country, and the flats first-class agricultural land. As to 
why there is not more feed grown here for cattle, I think 
weather conditions have a good deal to do with it. We 
have a lot of wet weather on the Richmond River, which is 
not suitable for hay-making. The farmer thinks ensilage 
is not necessary, but relies on the amount of grass on his 
holding, whereas on a smaller area he would have to go in 
for cultivation in order to provide feed for his stock. 

988. As an auctioneer would you anticipate a good deal 
of land changing hands if the railway were constructed ?— 
Yes. 

989. And would yon anticipate a rise in the value of 
.and!—Yes. A railway to Bonalbo would give people at 
Woodenbong access to markct. From there across to 
Acacia Creek the country is almost inaccessible in wet 
gcasons. 


John Ward Farrow, foreman builder, new convent, and 
Hon. Secretary Upper Mongogarie Primary Producers’ 
Union, Casino, sworn, and examined :— 

990. Chairman,| Do you desire to make a statement to 
the Committee /—Yes, as follows:—Forty years ago the 
proposed line was surveyed from Lismore and Casino to 
Tenterfield by Mr. Surveyor Hogg. Ten years later Mr. 
Gordon, Railway Surveyor, came to these districts to find 
the most practical route. After inspecting several, he 
reported the one surveyed by Mr. Hogg as the best pro- 
curable. We wish to advocate that portion of the line 
between Casino and Tabulam as surveyed by Mr. Hogg for 
the following reasons :—1st. The shortest distance to con- 
struct, viz., 29 miles; and 2nd. The least cost in construct- 
ing; 3rd. Hight miles is already constructed on Grafton 
line, thence it is the surveyed route for 29 miles, This 
survey can be seen on the parish maps of Mongogarie 
and Busby, also on Tomki shire and adjoining shire map ; 


4th. No engineering difficulties; 5th. No bridges required, 
only a few culverts; 6th. Easiest grade across the range 
compared to other routes. A 1 in 50-60 grade can Le 
secured compated to | in 30-40 on other routes. Tle 
country traversed, excepting Richmond Range, is mostly 
level to undulating with few deep cuttings and extensive 
earthworks, On 6 miles of route dairying aud gencral 
farming is carried on; 5 miles pass through Forestry 
Departmental lands, where with adjoining selectors there is 
available for milling purposes 50,000,000 feet of | ardwocd 
timber, comprising ironbark, red, grey, and spotted gums, 
blackbutt, tallow-wood, turpentine, t'ak, rosewood, and 
cedar. Balance of route ;asses through large holdings 
suitable for dairying and general farming, comprising Deep 
Creek, Sandilands, and Tabulam stations, with Yulgilbar 
and Unvmgar within casy distance. Within a few miles 
of the surveyed route hydro-electric installations could be 
erected. Sufficient power could be generated to electrify 
all railways within a radius of 150 miles, and prcduce 
power at 1s. per train mile as against 10s. per train mile 
for coal. Vide Mr. Corin’s report, and the Railway Com- 
missioners’ report on cost per train mile. 


Henry Harris, auctioneer and grazier, Casino, 
sworn, and examined :— 

$91. Mr. Travers.| How long have you been in this dis- 
trict ?—-Twenty-seven years. I am in favor of the sug- 
gested deviation from Fairy Hill through Bonaibo to 
Tabulam in preference to the proposed route. ‘That line 
would go through much better country, and more agricul- 
tural land. It would tap the forest and softwood country 
where the miliing timber is better; it would give the Bonalbo 
people access to market, and it would be within range of 
Urbenville, Tooloom, and Woodenbong. 

992. Would it leave out any good country that would 
be served if the line were continued as proposed !—Not 
very much. 

993. Does the better country lie north of the proposed line 
in the direction of Bonalbo rather than south of it ?—Yes. 

994. How would you describe the land for 12 miles on 
either side of the route from Tabulam to Tenterfield ?—It 
is rather pcor country, and not much of it is suitable for 
dairying. 

995, Is any of it suitable for dairying ?—Yes, there are 
suitable areas on nearly all the creek flats. 

996. What would be the carrying capacity of the best 
of that country ?— When ringbarked a beast to about 6 acres. 
There are patches that are almost barren. It would aver 
age about a beast to 10 acres if ringbarked. 

997, Can you give any information regarding the more- 
ments of stock ?—Yes, Enormous numbers cf store cattle 
go west from Casino practically every year. To my 
knowledge, about 30,000 head went to Tenterfield from 
here in 1920. é 

998. What would be the ultimate destination of those 
cattle?—The majority would go west from Tenterfield to be 
fattened in the Moree and Inverell districts, also to 
Narrabri and Boggabri. This year being droughty, there 
has been very few cattle going west. 

999. With the construction of a railway from Tenter- 
field to Casino, would the movement of stock be 
accelerated ?—Yes, very much. In the past there have been 
large numbers of fat cattle going every year to be trucked 
at Tenterfield for Sydney. Whether that will continue 
when the coastal line is completed I do not know, but I 
think the store stock business will continue. 

1000, Is it reasonable to expect that with the completion 
of the North Coast line to Sydney fit stock, which now 
goes to Tenterfield, would go to Sydney direct from here 
by rail ?—-Yes, I think so. 

1001. Have you any property on the route of the }-ro- 
posed line ?----No, but I have property south from here. 

1002. What other products would the line carry ?— 
There wou'd be a fair trade in fat sheep coming to the 
coast from the tableland. At present there are fa'r 
numbers brought down here; the bulk of the mutton 
consumed on the coast comes via the tablelend. 


Witnesses—_H. Harris, and D. Waugh, 17 April, 1923. 
1003. Have you anything else to add?--I have hada 


good deal of experience of lucerne-growing on the South 
Coast and on the Hawkesbury, and I am of opinion that 
there is a very large area on the coast, particularly at 
Dyraaba and on the Upper Richmond, and also on the 
creek flats at Bonalbo and the Clarence River flats, which 
would grow good lucerne. ‘That would greatly increase the 
carrying capacity of the land. 

1004. Has any serious attempt been made to grow 
lucerne on the North Coast?—A few farmers are growing 
it, and at present there are a large number getting ready 
to plant it this year. 

1005, There is any amount of country that would be 
suitable for lucerne-growing ?—Yes. In times of drought 
on the coast we may be able to get fodder from the table- 
land. 

1006. On how many occasions during your period of 
residence in the district has lucerne been imported here ?— 
Only in drought times—on an average one year out of five. 
T cannot say what the quantity was, but it has been’ too 
dear for the dairymen to use for feed. 

1007. Is there sufficient area in the North Coast district 
which, if put under Jucerne, would serve the whole of the 
district in times of drought?—I do not think it would 
serve the whole district, but my point with regard to grow- 
ing lucerne is that the soil is of good quality and would 
carry a large population. There would be a demand from 
people for any hay they made who are not able to 
grow it, 

1008. Do you think it is only in times of drought that 
they would use lucerne !—In the winter months they would 
use it also, 


’ Dey Waugh, auctioneer and produce merchant, Casino, 
sworn, and examined :— 

1009, Afr. Drummond.| What statement do you desire 
to make ?—I have been living in this district only for the 
last two years, though I have lived on the Clarence for the 
greater part of my life. I have also lived in Invereli, and 
was for a time in the Guy Fawkes district, and I know the 
country well. 

1010. Are you of opinion that the route of the proposed 
line is the best that could be followed, or do you agree that 
a deviation should be made from Tabulam through Bonalbo ? 
—I maintain that the suggested deviation would go through 
the better country, as is proved by a greater price being 
asked by the Department for land on that portion of the 
Dyraaba soldier settlement, and, secondly, the people on 
the proposed route have a fairly good main road, whereas 
up there they have not a road at all. 

1011. Do you-agree with the official statement that the 
country from Tenterfield to T'abulam, with the exception 
of a few miles this end, is for the greater part very poor, 
comprising mostly granitic and slatey soil /—No; it is good 
cattle country—much better than people gave it credit for. 

1012. Would you say any of it is suitable for closer 
settlement /—No ; it is not. 

1013. On what grounds do you support the construction 
of a line right through ?—The coast wants a connection 
with the tableland, but my principal object is to open up 
the good country round Tabulam district. 

1014. Can you say why the line might be expected to 
ultimately pay if built to the tableland?—I maintain it 
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would be of greater benefit to the western people than to 
the coast. We have never had a drought on the coast. In 
1902 and subsequent drought years thousands of sheep and 
cattle came into this district from the drought-stricken areas, 


1015. By what means did they reach this district 1— 
Many were trucked to Tenterfield, and were roaded down. 
Cattle and horses came on to this country from southern 
Queensland owing to the drought. 


1016. Was stock from the north-west trucked from 
Werris Creek !—Yecs, but some were roaded. Some were 
trucked as far as Inverell from the Moree and Warialda 
districts, then fed as far as Glen Innes, and then trucked 
again at Glen Innes. 


1017. Do cattle suffer appreciable loss through being 
travelled across country !—-Yes; a lot of them died on the 
way, and it was considered too expensive to buy bay and 
chaff to feed them. 


1018. Have you in view the fact that cattle would be 
travelled via Werris Creek ?—Inverell wants connecting 
with the northern line. 


1019. Would you say that any distinct advantage would 
arise by facilitating the bringing of fat sheep on to the 
coast /—Yes. No sheep are reared on the coast at all. 

1020, Do you consider that in dry times there would be 
any market here for fodder?-—Yes. As a matter of fact 
we have always to bring our wheaten or oaten chaff here. 
This is not a chaff district, though we can grow any amount 
of green lucerne in this and the Clarence district. This 
country will grow as heavy a crop, but it will not last for 
the same number of years, and will not make as good hay 
as the Hunter. ; ; 

1021. Why is it not grown?—The people have not 
realised that they have land capable of growing it. Then 
conditions are so favourable that they do not need to grow 
much hand-feed. In times of drought in the west they 
could send any amount of fodder there from this district. 

1022. If railway connection were made with the coast, 
do you think there would be an increased movement of 
people to the northern beaches for holiday purposes ?—T 
am certain there would. 

1023, Would that be a source of revenue?—Yes. A 
railway would also cause much increased settlement, and 
enable interchange of products between districts, 

1024, Do you refer to the better country only ?—No, I 
include what is called the poorer country between Tabulam 
and Tenterfield. With a port on the coast, wool should 
come here. This would be the natural outlet for all the 
wool from the north-west. We have a meat works here 
which would treat a number of stock. The last few years 
the price has been low, but when the price was good they 
got cattle from the Bonshaw district and the Queeasiena 
side. 

1025, To have any considerable quantities of fat stock 
coming forward, you would need a further supply than 
would be available on the tableland ?—There would be the 
west and the north-west. 

1026. Do you think cattle would reach tke coast in a 
shorter journey by the proposed route, than by the existing 
route !— Yes. 7 

1027. The difference in freight would be an incentive to 
send them here for export purposes ?—Yes, and there 
would be less wastage, 


THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, 19 APRIL, 1923. 


[The Committee met at the Council Chambers, Lismore. | 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Jorn TRAVERS. 
The ‘Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WituiAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrummMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


Robert Brewster, Mayor of Lismore, sworn,and examined : 


1028. Chairman.| You desire to place some statistics 
before the Committee?— Yes. Lismore was proclaimed a 
municipality in March, 1879; it had then a population of 
500 people, It is situated on the north arm of the Richmond 
River at its confluence with Leycester and Wilson’s Creek 
at the head of navigation by water 65 miles from Ballina. 
The North Coast Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., provides a 
tri-weekly shipping service to the town with boats up to 
800 tons capacity. Lismore municipality now has a popu- 
lation of 8,679, and is fast increasing. The improved 
capital value is £],799,400 and the estimated revenue of the 
council for 1923, over £41,000. The municipality provides 
the following services :—Gas, water, sewerage and electric 
street-lighting, eattlesale yards, sanitary plant, stone-crushing 
plant, and road plant. During the past year 156 new build- 
ing have beemerécted at a cost of £97,152. ‘The population 
of the surrounding skires and municipalities is as follows :— 


Census 1911]. 1921], 

Lismore Municipality 7,381 8,679 
Ballina - 2,061 2,768 
Coraki = 1,138 1,371 
Murwillumbah _,, 2,206 2,895 
Mullumbimby _,, 951 1,530 
Casino 2 3,420 3,453 
Gundurimba Shire 4,281 4,555 
Terania 5) 5,621 6,573 
Tintenbar a 5,869 5,703 
Tweed S 7,308 12,279 
Byron FP 6,553 8,302 
Tomki * 3,006 3,406 
Woodburn $ 2,938 3,193 
Kyogle A 3,839 6,538 
36,572 70,935 


An increase of 14,363 in the past ten years. 


I also tender the annual report of the Municipality of Lis- 
more and a pamphlet by Sir Thos. Ewing giving various 
aspects of the proposed railway connection between Tenter- 
field and Casino. 

1029. Are you yourself in favour of the construction of 
the proposed line /—Personally I am. In a general way 
I think it would be for the benefit of the district that we 
should have such a connection, as it would enable an inter- 
change of products and provide an opportunity for people 
to get to the higher country for health reasons and at 
holiday times, The only place to which we can go is the 
seaside ; and living on the coast as we do that is not the 
change that is usually required. 


Alfred Hastings Haywood, manager, Government Experi- 
ment Farm, Wollongbar, sworn, and examined :— 


1030. Chairman.] Have you any information to place 
before the Committee !—Yes. My statement is as fol- 
lows :— The absence of mixed pastures and the universal 
introduction of paspalum grass on the North Coast has 
brought about the feeding of unbalanced rations to our 
dairy cattle, and the best results cannot be obtained by 
dairymen under these conditions. This applies to the 
greater portion of the North Coast, and I claim that the 
butter production of this district cannot be materially 
inereased until dairymen can procure foodstuffs, rich in 
protein, such as lucerne, oats, wheaten chaff, &c. , at a much 
cheaper cost, Local coastal conditions render it impossible 
to grow these products on a commercial scale, and at the 


present time the use of these essential foodstuffs is pro- 
hibitive on account of the high cost of transit of these 
commodities from remote parts. Our natural source of 
supply of these feeds is on the tableland, which abounds in 
cereals, eSpecially about Glen Innes, also the north-western 
slopes (Inverell), noted for the produetion of lucerne. The 
proposed railway from Casino to Tenterfield would thus 
make available to us this valuable cereal and leguminous 
supply, providing, as a sequence, the railway line is com- 
pleted from Inverell to Glen Innes; hence the dairymen 
on the coast would be able to obtain the much needed 
foodstuffs and to increase the average butter yield per 
cow by at least 100 lb. per annum. At the Wollongbar 
Experiment Farm, it has been demonstrated that by the 
addition of the foodstuffs mentioned there was an increase 
of 200 lb. butter per cow per year over that when grass-fed. 
In times of drought dairy and other stock could be inter- 
changed between the coast and the tableland. Graziers on 
the tableland, who of recent years have been forced to turn 
their attention to dairying on account of the beef market 
collapsing, found that they could not introduce the improved 
strains of dairy cattle from the coast on account of transit 
not being available, and had to resort to Queensland for 
their supply, which curtailed their operations. It has been 
demonstrated that sheep-breeding is not a profitable under- 
taking on the coast, and hence the mutton supply has to be 
obtained elsewhere, at great cost and deterioration. There 
appears to be a very good prospect of opening up an export 
trade in mutton from the sheep country as soon as the 
rveilway from Tenterfield permits of the utilisation of Byron 
Bay, the natural seaport of the north. Greater production 
over the area to be served can only be brought about by 
the provision of this railway. Large areas of land suitable 
to the growth of root crops, cereals, lucerne, cotton, fruit, &c., 
are now lying dormant on account of the lack of transit of 
these products to a market. In conclusion, I consider the 
preposed railway would stimulate production enormously 
in every branch of agriculture all along the line and on the 
tablelands, and would not only bring about closer settle 
ment but would keep those already on the land from drifting 
away to more favoured parts where isolation and want of 
the necessary transit facilities do not exist. Decentralisa- 
tion can only be brought about in the manner suggested, 
and the progress and prosperity of the people of the 
tableland and the North Coast depend upon its fulfilment. 

1031. Do you regard the construction of an Inverell- 
Glen Innes line as a necessary complement to the Casino 
to Tenterfield proposal 1—I do not say it is necessary alto- 
gether, but it would be most advantageous. 

1032, Do you regard the Richmond River as unable to 
produce lucerne at a profitable rate!—In the greater part 
of the district, especially in the big scrub area, we cannot 
grow lucerne. ‘lhe land is unsuited to it. 

1033, Does that apply to the flats along the river and 
creeks ?—No ; those flats will grow lucerne, 

1034, Then can you say why it is not grown here; is it 
that, devoting the whole of their energies to the dairy 
industry, the people find that more profitable than to go in 
for lucerne-growing as an insurance, or as a side-line ?— No, 
T think it is because lucerne is generally uncommercial in 
this area, with tho exception of the flats. The flats are 
very limited on the lower reaches, Further on, to ‘Tabu- 
lam and Yulgilbar, lucerne will grow commercially. 

1035. If the proposed line were constructed do you main- 
tain that there would be constant traffic in lucerne, oats, 
wheaten chaff, &c., from the tableland to the coast ?— Yes, 
J think the results would bring that about. 
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1036. Previous witnesses have informed the Committee 
that it would be only in droughty years that fodder of that 
kind would be imported into this district, You evidently 
do not agree with that 1—Crrtainly not, because our tests 
have demonstrated that it is only by the use of foods rich 
in protein, W hich is most essential to milk production, that 
it is possible to get an increase in our butter prceducticn. 
We are one- sided alt gether in having so much paspalum, 
which is an unbalanced food. 

1037. Have farmers in the district, as a result of the 
lessons obtained from your experiment farm, realised that 
fact '—They are to a certain extent realising it, and in 
certa n cases are practising scientific feeding. I can quote 
the Alstonville district, not very tar from the farm, where 
they have cows producing over 1,000 Ibs. of butter per 
annum, and tat was mostly by the aid of .scientitic 
feeding. 

1038. You say there appears a good prospect of opening 
up an export trade in mutton from the sheep country as 
soon as the proposed railway is built. Do you make that 
statement in view of the present facilities at Byron Bay ?— 
Certainly it is necessary to look ahead, because I certainly 
do not consider the facilities at present at Byron Bay 
adequate for enabling vessels to call at the jetty and pick 
up produce like that. 

1039. Mr. Cameron.| Have you tried sheep-breeding on 
the farm to any extent !—Yes, several years ago, with two 
breeds. The breeds in question were the Romney Marsh, 
supposed to be the hardiest breed known, and the Shrop- 
shire to a lesser extent. 

1040. Did they ever develop foot-rot 1—Not the. Romney 
Marsh, but the Shropshires did. J have never seen a case 
of foot-rot with the Romney Marsh. 


104]. Did they show any profit?—No ; decidedly the 
reverse. 
1042. Mr. Burke. | What is the average amount of lucerne 


a cow would eat per week ?—To make up a balanced ration 
per day we would feed about two of roughage to one of 
lucerne. That would be 40 Ib. of a ration altogether. 
About 13 lb. answers for a balanced ration. 

1043. It would mean an increase in the butter from a 
cow of approximately 100 lb. a year, or 2 Ib. per week ?— 
Yes. 

1044. Wouldit be a paying proposition to give a cow an 
extra 91 lb. weight of lucerne per week to make an extra 
2 lb. of butter ?—Certainly it would. It depends, of course, 
on the price of lucerne, and that is why I advocate getting 
the lucerne supply on a cheaper basis. 

1045. At £5 per ton for lucerne it would cost on an 
average 5s. per week extra to feed cach cow, and you would 
only get 2 1b, of butter extra !—That estimate was a general 
one, and only a quarter of the cattle in the district would 
be concerned. 

1046. In your statement you were really trying to show 
the value of lucerne feed !—Yes, and the value of feeding 
cattle on that class of feed. Although the flats here com- 
pare with real lucerne country, this river is not what I call 
highly adapted for lucerne. The Clarence is no doubt 
adapted to it, 

1047. Does the same thing apply to the river at Casino? 
—Casino is more favoured than the big scrub country. 

1048, You do not think the three districts combined 
could amply serve the demand in the districts concerned !— 
No. I do not think they could nearly do it. There is not 
enough scope. 

1049. Do you consider the country from Tenterfield to 
Drake is good for the purpose of settlement /—No, I would 
cut out the country from Tabulam up to beyond Drake, 
which is inferior. 

1050. You would agree that most of the cost of a line 
right through would be incurred in the mountainous part 
of the country ?—Decidedly it would. 

1051. And that in order to average £30,000 per mile 
right through, the cost of construction in that part would 
be heavier ?’—I should certainly think so. 

1052. Do you know the country from Tabulam to Casino ? 
—I do. Some of it is poor but there is some fairly good, 
I would class it as dairying land. 


1053. Is the majority of it good 1—At Tabulam there is 
some wonderful country. 

1054. It has been suggested that if it is not possible to 
obtain a line right through it might be of advantage to this 
district to build it to Tabulam. Would that serve this 
district ?—Of course half a loaf is better than no bread, but 
from a national point of view I favor the line going 
throuch, 

1055. Mr. Travers.| Would a through line be likely to 
encourage export trade in any other production than mutton? 
—I should say beef and mutton, including lamb. 

1056. Would the quantities of those supplies be sufficient 
to justify making provision at Byron Bay for an export 
trade 1--Yes, I ‘think that will have to come sooner or 
later. If the line taps interior sources it is easier to get to 
Byron Bay than to Sydney. 

1057. Do you look upon a port at Byron Bay as being 
complementary to this line !—I do. 

1058, In your opinion what would be the benefit to 
Lismore if the railway were constructed ?—The increased 
production of our dairy stock would be a great factor in i‘s 
progress and the getting our stock away to the interior for 
those who want to re-stock after droughts. 

1059. The estimated cost of £2,500,000 would carry an 
annual interest charge of £36,000 exclusive of working 
expenses ;—what in your opinion would be the main factors 
of railway revenue as a set-off against that expenditure !— 
The increased production all along the line and over the 
whole district the railway would serve, the timber resources, 
and also increased production on the tabicland, would help 
to make it more of a paying concern. 

1060. You are of opinion then that if this line were con- 
structed the flow of traflic would be rather this way than 
towards Sydney as at present ?— Decidedly. 

1061. Afr. Doe.] Could you give the Committee some 
idea as to the ditference between the nitrogenous and the 
non-nitrogenous constituents of paspalum ; how near does 
it come to a balance ?—In a balanced ration it is about 1 
of protein to about 5-4 of carbohydrates. 

1062. Is there any fat matter in paspalum?—Yes, but in 
beef production it does not make a solid fat. Cattle 
fattened on paspalum will not hold their weight like those 
on the tableland. 

1053. Is that one of the reasons why fat cattle lose a 
great deal in going to Tenterfield for shipment ?—Yes. 
Anything from the coast does. 

1064. Does not basalt country usually produce fairly 
good leguminous crops ?— Yes, in most cases. 

1065. Tbe legumes which could be grown there are very 
rich in proteids, are they not ?—Yes, generally. 

1066. Could you explain why there is not a sufficiency 
of nitrogenous foods grown in this district, or focds rich in 
protein?!—The basaltic formation you refer to really applies 
to the soil of the big scrub. It is all basalt, yet we cannot 
commercially grow lucerne on it, and the only legume we 


can grow is the white clover, which grows with the 
paspalum. 
1067. White clover is rich in protein? “ee but the 


proportion that grows wich vaspalum is small, and you 
have it only for about three months of the year, so that 
there is a shortage. 

1068, Is all the land planted with paspalum to such an 
extent that you cannot grow white clover apart from the 
paspalum ?—It would hardly be a commercial proposition. 
There are difficulties in the making of hay here owing to 
climatic conditions. Even when it does not rain there isa 
constant evaporation from the soil. 

1069. Can you say what the farmers could afford to pay 
for lucerne to gain this balanced ration ?—I think yi 
could pay £5 to £6 per ton, and make a good thing out of 
it. It would be a commercial proposition to them to buy 
it at that price. 

1070. Supposing you had a railway into lucerne country, 
would you be able to get it at £5 or £6 per ton?—I think 
that, generally, it would pay farmers well to grow it at £4 
per ton in lucerne country, 

1071. Has potato-growing been tried here on the highest 
basaltic land?—Yes, with very unsuccessful results. 
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1072. There is too much wet?—It is partly that, and 
the Irish blight prevailed here a good deal. If think the 
mechanical condition of the soil is, to a great extent, 
aginst it. It is so very loose that if you do not get con- 
stint showery weather it is pretty hard to grow anything 
like that. 

1073. Mr. Drummond.| Ts a large proportion of the 
land in this district rented t» tenant farmers, or worked by 
share farmers?’—Yes, it is nearly all tenant and share- 
farming now—TI should say pretty well 75 per cent. 

1074. What is the term of lease ?—On an average about 
three years. 

1075. The lease would be liable to be terminated in 
a shorter period—say six months—under certain con- 
ditions !—Yes, sometimes in less. 

1076. Do you think the fact that sucha large proportion 
of properties are handled under those conditions militates 
against the conservation of much folder on them ?— 
Decidedly it does. 

1077. There is insecurity of tenure ?— Yes 

1078. In your opinion is that why in such a fertile dis- 
trict as this so little fodder is stored ?—To some extent, 
but I do not think that is the reason. 

1079, The fact that the propertics are small and leased 
at high ra‘es would militate against a farmer having a 
large number of working stock on his place !—Certainly, 

1080. So that apart from the question of the food value 
of the class of grass grown on this country, due to certa'n 
facts, would that in your opinion constitute a rea:on why 
there is always a demand in time of drought for outside 
fodder !—I think there will always be a demand for outside 
fodder. 


Frank Wearne, licensed surveyor, Lismore, sworn, and 
examined :-— 

1081. Mr. Cameron,| You desire to make a statemen' ? 
—Yes. I ama license! surveyor, have been twenty-two 
years in the Grafton Land Board District, and have made 
most of the surveys from and including Tabulam to Casino. 
Wearne and Cowdery, of which firm [ am a pa:tner, sub- 
divided Tabulam Estate, and that part of Dyraaba Station, 
now held by the Barnes Estate. I know thoroughly all 
the country between Tabulam and Casino, including 
Bonalbo. ‘lhe line should be connected from Casino to 
Tenterfield. It would be cf g-cat value to both the crast 
and the tableland. The Crown land between Tenterfield 
and Tabulam, taken as a whole, is at present of very little 
value, say, 6s. 8d. per acre. If the line is constructed this 
land will increase in value to 15s. per acre 01 an average. 
There are about 38,000 acres on Tabulam Station suitable 
for closer settlernent, with reasonable access to market by 
rail, The Tabulam Estate will be splendid dairying land, 
in so much that most of the farms would have plenty of 
land suitable for the cultivation of lucerne, maizc, and 
‘other crops. There is about 3,500 acres of agricultural 
land on this estate that could be profitably cultivated if 
railway connection were established. Between Bonalbo and 
Tabulam, including Bonalbo, there is a large area suitab!e 
for mixed farming and dairying purposes. A lot of the 
Bonalbo country is excellent agricultural land, but it 
cannot be profitably cultivated at the present time, owing 
to the cost of carriage toa market The Dyraaba Soldier 
Settlement, and all the land from there to Casino, is dairy- 
ing land. Dyraaba is a first-class proposition, and provided 
the men are given a chance of getting their produce to 
market, they will do well. Without reasonable access they 
will not, as a body, prove successful. Since the last 
visit of the Public Works Committee, Stratheden, Dyraaha, 
Bonalbo, Sandilands, and Tabulam Stations have been 
subdivided, in all about 100,000 acres. Stratheden, 
Dyraaba, Bonalbo, and part of Sandilands, have been sold, 
and are now being worked as farms. Tabulam has been 
subdivided, but has not yet been sold, presumably on 
account of the drop in cattle, and the owners not being 
able to dispose of them. At Plumbago Creek, 3 miles 
on the Tenterfield side of Tabulam, there is a limestone 
range from which sufficient lime can be obtained to supply 


the North Coast requirements for many years to come. 
Lime from this ridge has been used in connection with the 
smelting at Drake. This would be a big asset to the North 
Coast if the connection is established. I was appointed tu 
represent the Lands Department and inspect forest reserves 
along the Sandilands Range, and with Mr. Rummery, the 
present District Forester, inspected the timber rese1ves 
along this range. ‘These reserves are very valuable. [ 
cannot form an estimate of the value of the timber on the 
range; if would run into many hundreds of theusands of 
pounds, and hy reafforestacion tle value of the area will 
not decrease. Good work is being done by the Forcstry 
Department in reafforestation. ‘Lhe greater y-art of tl cee 
forest reserves is much more valuable for the timber grown 
there than for farming purposes. If the line is constructed 
m re men will be employed in the timber industry on these 
areas than would be the case if divided into farming areas. 
It would, in my opinion, be a shame to interfere with these 
valuable forests. With reascnable communication they 
will be a big asset to the State. TLe proposed deviation 
through Boua'bo to Tabulam, then on to Tenterfield, would 
benetit a larger number of people than along tke prc posed 
route. We do not yet know the value of the mincral 
vealth of Diake, nor shall we until we have a cheaper 
means of transit, viz., rail. All we know is that there is 
an immense amount of low-grade ore that cannot be made 
to pay under present conditions, When this line is cstab- 
lished the country between Casino and Tambulam will be 
capal le of maintaining at least twice the number of people 
at present settled on that area. 

1082. As a licensed surveyor did you ev. r do any valuing 
work for the Government !—I was appointel by the Federal 

fovernment to value all Newbould, part of Ramornie, ard 
all of Gordon Brook estates for taxation purposes. 

1083. You stated that land will increase in value bet ween 
Tenterfield and Tabulam from Gs. 8d. to 15s per acre ;— 
how wvuld that take place if the railway were constructed # 
-—Through means of communication being provided. 

1084, In what way would means of communication in- 
crease means of } roduction?’—It wou'd get the produce away. 

1085. Of what kind !—Cattle, butter, cr whatever the 
| eople produce. 

1086. Would you considir it dairying coun‘ry between 
Tenterfield and Tabulam ?—Farts of it are very good. From 
the road you do not see the country, but there are pockets 
of good land all over the place. Hven 15s. is a low value 
for land there, but that would be about the average valu2 
if the railway were constructed. 

1087. How could a man make anything off it at 15s. per 
acre /—By raising cattle. 

1088. How many acres to a beast would it take in that 
part of the country ?-—-That is too big a question. There 
is a tremendous amount of Jand there that is inaccessible 
to-day on account of lack of communication. 

1039. But if you do not know the carrying capacity how 
ean you arrive the value ?’—The carrying capacity will net 
increase through the railway, but the means of communica- 
tion will be better, and a lot of the land will be used for 
cultivation. You cannot grow maize in the back country 
here. _ 

1090. Can you grow maize ketween Tenterfield and 
Tabulam /—Large areas would be suitable for that purpose. 

1091. Supposing the line were constructed from Casino 
to Tabulam and its influence extended for 15 miles further, 
with a corresponding radius of influence from Tenterfield 
in this direction, how much land would be left unserved ? 
—It could be served better by roads to the railway. 

1092, Would there not be considerable difficulty in estab- 
lishing connection with the railway by means of side roads ? 
—No; you could get roads from anywhere to that line. 


Charles Heary Riley, shipping agent, Lismore, sworn, and 
examined :— 

1093, Mr. Mahony.| You have a statement to make ?— 
Yes. Iam the sole representative at Lismore for all the 
shippers of timber in the Casino, Kyogle, Mallanganee, 
and Mummulgum districts. All the timber exported from 
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these localities is shipped here. Eleven years ago the total 
export. output was under 3,000,000 feet annually ; last vear 
it was 4,824,182 feet, or 6,891 tons. Of th‘s total the 
quantity cut by sawmills in close proximity to the proposed 
line was 2,078,69£ feet, or 2,969 tons. Included in the total 
is a quantity of sawn timber sent from the Tweed River to 
be shipped at Lismore, in consequence of their not being 
facilities for handling timber on the Byron Bay jetty. 
During the twelve months ending 81st December, 1922, 
2,245 logs were shipped from here. 

1094. What effect would a railway from Tenterfield to 
Casino have on the industry you represent ?—At leart two 
sawmills on the proposed route would export their product 
via Tenterfield to Sydney and Newcastle. 

1095. Would that be cheaper than sending it by any 
other route ?—It is cheaper in this way that the timber 
does not get knocked about. When shipping it by water, 
it is handled so many times that it is considerably damaged. 

1096. You draw timber from the Bonalbo and Mallan- 
ganoo districts!—Yes. The Bonalbo people have just started 
a mill. 

1097. At preseit, is all that timber shipped here ?— Not 
all. Some of it goos by teams to Tenterfiel |. 

1098. All the timbe: for this district is procured east of 
Drake ?—Yes. 

1099. Would the deviation suggested through Bonalbo 
tap the timber country! Yes. 

1100. Would that suit the transport cf your timber to 
Lismore ?—Yes. 

1101, Tf the North Cuast railway system were completed, 
would your people avail themselves of it, as against the 
other route?—I think the distance would be shorter from 
Bonalbo via Tenterfield. 

1102. Your company would adopt the shortest route /— 
Probably ; everything el-e being equal. 

1103. Is much hardwood shipped from here !—Ninety 
per cent. is pine. The rest is hardwood. 

1104. What facilities are required for the shipment of 
timber at Byron Bay jetty ?— Tuere is not sufficient room 
there to store timber. It would have to be shipped 
immediately on arrival. 

1105. Does that mean that shed accommodation is 
required !—No ; there should be room to stack the timber 
on the jetty or in close proximity to it. 

1106 Mr. Drummon?.| 1t has been stated that for lack 
of railway facilities inland it is impossible to handle hard- 
woocs economically. Is that your experience !—Yes. 


James Haniuiton Frith, retired auctioneer, Lismore, sworn, 
and examined :— 


1107. Mr Burke.| What evidence do you desire to give 
with regard to the proposal before the Committee ?—For 
your information T hav2 the honor to present a report of 
the number of large stock and sheep slaughtered for human 
consumption in this portion of the North Coast district. 
The population of Lismore Municipality is. according to 
the lass census bulletin (1921) 8,679, and that of Gundu- 
rimba Shire is 4,555; totalling 13,234. The number of 
catt'e slaughtered in thos? areas as per Lismore Municipal 
Council’s and Gundurimba Shire Council’s record is 4,411 
cattle ard 8,886 sheep. The population of the district 
including Lismore, Casino, Coraki, Mullumbimby, Mur- 
wiliambah, and Ballina Municipalities, and Gundurimba, 
Terania, Tintenbar, Tomki, Kyogle, Byron, Woodburn, and 
Tweed Shires, is as per last census bulletin 70,935. The 
number of sheep slaughtered in the district for local con- 
sumption, would on a population basis, average 47,629 per 
annum, and the number of cattle 23,590. The sheep con- 
sumed are practically all driven from various parts of the 
tablelands, but a few small consignments arrive by boat. 
Sheep lose in weight considerably in travelling, usually 
from 5 to 8 lb., according to condition of travelling route. 
The cost of driving sheep from the tableland varies from 
ls. 6d. to 2s. per head, according to distance and the 
number driven. 800 to 1,060 could be brought at the 
low rate, while small lots are more expensive. The 
charge for a cattle truck from Grafton to Lismore, a dis- 


tance of about 100 miles, is £5 9s. 6d. Basing the cost of 
a sheep-truck at the same rate and the sheep at the low 
estimate of 1s. per head, would show an earning of £2,381 
per annum if they could be conveyed by rail. The number 
of fat cattle crossing the range would be about 3,000 head ; 
the remainder are secured this side of the range. I would 
say that a fair estimated earning of the proposed railway 
as matters at present stand, would be about £1,500 on fat 
cattle coming this way. According to information supplied 
by Mr. Sanderson, Chairman of the Tick Board of Control’, 


- for wnich I submit his signed statement, 13,599 head 


going to the tablelands estimated at half-rate of fat cattle 
should yield a revenue of £3,399 ; or a total earning on 
the movement of stock, according to the various records 
here submitted, of £7,280. Very great care has been 
maintained in the compilation of the above information, 
and in the majority of cases the actual records have been 
examined by me. 

The following record of the number of cattle leaving for the past 
twelve months gives a very wrong impression of the numbers which 
under normal conditions leave the quarantine areas for the table- 
lands. Owing to a bad market cattle are not moved, and if con- 
ditions approximating those in existence three or four years back 
again came into being the numbers of cattle moved would easily be 
quadrupled :— 

April, 1922, 1,594; May, 1922, 1,385; June, 1922, 1,103; July, 
1922, 1,278; August, 1922, 486; September, 1922, 1,484; October, 
1922, 1,195; November, 1922, 1,151; December, 1922, 570; Jan- 
uary, 1923, 638; February, 1923, 1,400; March, 1923, 1,315. Total, 
13,599. 

C. J. SANDERSON, 
Chairman, Tick Board of Control. 

1th April, 1923. 

1108. By what route do sheep come here from the table- 
land ?--By the main road ; along the route of the proposed 
line, 

1109. What do you consider a fair average distance per 
day to drove cattle /—About a dozen miles. 

1110. From Tenterfield to Casino it would take about 
seven days !— Yes, 

1111. What do you consider a fair aggregate distance to 
drove cattle in order to maintain their condition /—For 
about 50 miles they will maintain their condition well 
but after that they lose considerably. From Tenterfield, 
by the time you have slaughtered them here, after haying 
them dipped and put through all the necessary processes, 
they would lose at the very least 50 lb. weight. Some go 
down 100 lb. It depends also on the age of the beast. I 
have made inquiries of the various butchering firms and 
they tell me they would almost as soon pay for cattle being 
brought by rail as get them for almost nothing if brought 
by droving. And that applies especially to sheep. 

1112. What is a fair distance to drove sheep daily ?— 
About 6 miles. 

1113. What is a fair aggregate distance to droye them 
without their losing weight considerably ?—About the same 
distance as cattle. A shorn sheep in fairly light condition 
might perhaps in a good season if driven well lose nothing 
or possibly gain a little but as a rule a fat sheep carrying a 
fair fleece loses 7 or 8 lb, in weight. 

1114. What would it lose in a 50-mile journey !—Not 
that much. 

1115. What is your opinion of the country surrounding 
Tabulam ?--I have a very good impression of it for general 
purposes. I have a very fine opinion also of the Bonalbo 
country. There are some beautiful flats and fertile creck 
banks there. 

1116. If the line were extended from Casino to Tabulam, 
leaving only a few miles unserved between there and Ten- 
terfield, would not that be of sufficient assistance for droving 
stock ?—It would be of very great assistance indeed ; but 
from the point of view of national benefit the construction 
right through is what the people of this district have been 
looking for for years and years. 

1117. Do you think a through line could be made a 
paying proposition !—I believe the consequent development 
would make it a paying line. Certainly it might take 
earnings from other lines, but there would not then be the 
same amount of rolling-stock and the number. of men 
employed on those lines, which would balance matters, 
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The interchange of products would be a very great advan- 
tage, besides giving a great opening for development right 
through. 

1118. Where does most of the stock go from here !— 
Chiefly to the tableland. Jn times of scarcity of stock the 
coast could be looked upon as the breeding ground of cattle 
for New South Wales, 

1119. Where does stock go from here?—Right out to 
Wellington, Dubbo,and Bourke. We have repeatedly had 
buyers from Nyngan. 

1120. Would the majority go to those districts rather 
than to Sydney !—Yes, Store stock never goes to Sydney. 

1121. Where do you get sheep ?— All from the tableland. 

1122. None from Sydney ?—Only a few small consign- 
ments to keep us going in times of shortage. We used to 
get them from Sydney once, but the loss by boat was very 
heavy. 

1123. What is the average weight of a sheep dressed ?— 
From 40 to 50 Ib. 

1124. You are generally favourable to the proposed line 
being constructed !—Yes, 

1125. Mr. Doe.) If a witness stated that it cost 5s. per 
head to drove sheep from Tenterfield to Casino you would 
regard that as wide of the mark /— Very wide indeed. 

1126. Mr. Drummond.| Is there much movement of 
surplus stock from here towards the tableland !—Yes. 

1127. That would be the young stock from the farms 
and store stock generally ?— That is so. 

1128. Generally speaking does the bulk of it go in that 
direction, or down the coast ?—It gues in that direction. 
Very little goes down the coast. It finds its way down the 
line to Tamworth, and is then distributed towards Welling- 
ton and other western towns. 

1129. As the people here are practically all engaged in 
dairying operations there would be very little outlet in one 
district for the surplus of another ?—That is so. 

1130. It goes to the tableland, or the west, for fattening 
purposes !— Yes, 


James Francis O’Fiynn, engineer and ironfounder, Lismere, 
sworn, and examined :— 

1131. Mr. Travers.| You advocate the construction of a 
railway from Tenterfield to Casino?—I do. I. have been 
for fifty years in the district, eleven years of that time on 
the Clarence River. Ia the course of my duties as inspector 
of machinery to the Colonial Sugar Company, I had to 
visit the whole of the Clarence, Richmond, and Tweed 
Rivers. By that means I became conversant with the 
whole district and the people, and I have a general know- 
ledge of its resources and prospects. If the people con- 
cerned have any ambition in life, it is for railway connection 
with the tableland. Forty per cent. of the butter produced 
in New South Wales comes from this district ; so does the 
whole of the sugar, and the bananas, pineapples, and other 
tropical fruits grown in the State. But while we are 
prepared to sell those products to the New England district 
in large quantities, we have no opportunity of doing so, 
unless it goes through to the long routine of a 700 miles 
journey via Sydney. Therefore we cannot deal with those 
people, which is a loss to us and to them. On the other 
hand we are not able to produce certain necessaries of life. 
We cannot grow wheat, nor produce flour, bran, or pollard, 
nor can we grow mutton here. We are not producing the 
necessary amount of cattle feed such as lucerne, as the 
climate does not suit it; and we cannot grow what are 
called English fruits. Most of our fruit and vegetables 
come from Sydney. We pay 4s, for 2 dozen apples in 
Lismore, while in New England 20 dozen can be bought 
for the same money. Having to get everything from 
Sydney, while it is grown 100 miles from us, is a grave 
injustice to our people. We have a population of some 
75,000. ‘There are more people in this corner of the State 
than there are on the whole of the rest of the coast from 
the Clarence to Newcastle. Potatoes are a perishable 
article, and are not stored to any extent in the town. ‘Che 
only means of getting over cur difficulty is to be given a 
cross-country connection, The district has prospered 
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because of its wealth and the industry of its early pioneers, 
but they have never had the encouragement of means to 
cet their commodities to the cheapest market, and therefore 
they are discontented. Up to the present we have lost 
hundreds of the sons of some our best pioneers, who became 
discontented and went to Queensland. If we are to have 
cheap living here we should not have to pay 10d. per pound 
for mutton which is retailed in New England at 24d. and 
3d, For the disaster to the district recently owing to the 
loss of a large number of valuable dairy stock, which had 
to be destroyed to save the lives of others, I hold that the 
Government is primarily to blame. There was plenty of 
lucerne in New England which was offered at £3 per ton, 
but it did not pay to take it to Sydney and bring it back 
here. Lucerne for those stock cost £14 per ton in Lismore ; 
and we want to know who got the money. It was not the 
unfortunate farmer, ‘The long freight to and from Sydney, 
besides storage and fees, augmented the pric, besides all 
sorts of manipulations in Sussex-street. We could progress 
immensely more if there were some encouragement to keep 
the people here. If anything can stem the tide of centralisa- 
tion in Sydney this railway will be the first step. We live 
for three months of the year in a very trying climate. The 
male portion of the population do not mind it, but it is a 
very serious matter to a large proportion of the women 
felk, The disability could be remedied if they could get a 
run to the tableland in five or six hours. A number of people 
go there every year, but it is only those who can afford to 
lose the time and pay the money.’ On the other hand, in 
New England, during the rigors of winter numbers of 
people would be pleased to come down here where we have 
at that season a genial climate, and also to have the 
advantage of the beaches during the hot weather. I feel 
certain that the proposed railway would have a consider- 
able passenger traffic. 

1132. Mr. Pravers.] During the last twenty years how 
often has it been necessary, owing to drought conditions, 
to import lucerne into this district ?—I suppose five or six 
times. 

1155. Was any appreciable quantity imported during 
those periods !—No, it was too dear to get it. It costs 
£14 per ton landed here. 

113+. Have the farmers as a result made any genuine 
attempt to grow lucerne}—Most of them tell me they 
cannot get results from it here, owing to the nature of the 
subsoil. 

1135. In return for the flour, bran, and_ potatoes 
received from the tableland what would you send there /— 
Anything we had a surplus of. I have seen Richmond 
River butter used in Moree. I presume that with a rail- 
ray we could send it there cheaper than they get it now 
We would also send them bananas. 


Robert Kellas, medical practitioner, Lismore, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1136. Chairman.] Have you any evidence to give with 
regard to the proposed railway!—Yes. The Casino- 
Tenterfield railway agitation has been going on for the 
last forty years, and it is difficult to estimate the loss and 
wastage in human life. during this period. ‘The loss is seen 
in the gradual draining from our district of some of our 
best men and women, compelled, through no fault of their 
own, to seek more congenial climates, on account of our 
climatic influence on their system. As will be observed, the 
towns on the North Coast district have been built only for 
the convenience of navigation, and no attention has been 
paid to the proper situation of these towns, and still less to 
the health of the individual, consequently we are suffering 
from an excess of humidity, which makes this climate so 
relaxing and eneryating to the average individual, and 
compels him to seek a drier and more bracing climatic 
atmosphere. This is well seen in the fact that from 5 
to lO per cent. of railway employees have to Icave on 
account of their own or their families health. The sam> 
holds good in the case of school. teachers, and a!so in other 
branches of the public service, What, then, must be the 
toll on the general population, and especially in the case of 
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women and children? I consider the percentage of the 
general population who are adversely affected by our 
climatic conditions at least to be from 30 to 50 per cent. 
These unfortunates suffer for the most part from digestive 
and chest troubles, with their consequent evils. Yet this 
state of affairs has been allowed to exist for over forty 
years—and in spite of repeated efforts to alter things 
lifferently. Still, lately a bright star has appeared on the 

orizon, in the fact that the railway employées have been 
granted a climatic allowance. That, surely, is a tacit 
acknowledgment that our climate is not all it should be. 
To remedy this state of affairs (long past its natural term), 
we living on the coast in this hot, steamy, humid atmo- 
sphere, should have direct railway connection with the 
towns on the New England tableland, where we could go 
cheaply and easily and comfortably to breathe the pure 
mountain air and restore our exhausted energies. The 
benefit, as is obvious, would be mutual. Again, this con- 
nection would mean an interchange of their food products, 
quickly and cheaply. The benefit accruing from this cannot 
be over-estimated. In regard to the health of the individual, 
fresh fruit and fresh food in a climate such as this is essen- 
tial. True, there is a motor service to the tableland towns, 
but that can hardly be said to come within the reach of all, 
and does not adequately cope with the growing needs of the 
district. Many a promising young life would be spared if 
we had this railway connection, so that parents could 
afford to take their child or children to the mountains for 
a change of air. ‘To those living as we do—almost on the 
sea board—the sea has no recuperative influence. On the 
contrary, a change to the tableland brings back bright, 
rosy, happy children, and vigorous, contented, and healthy 
parents. 

1187. Would there be any very material difference be- 
tween the present fare to the tableland and the cost of 
getting there by train?—There might not be so much 
difference in the cost, but there would in the comfort and 
convenience of passengers. In all probability there would 
be cheap trips during the hot weather when people could 
take their families for week ends, Money is not of much 
moment when health is concerned. Then a motor car will 
only take a certain amount of luggage and you have to pay 
for excess. 

1138. Is there a great difference in the cost here and in 
tableland districts of fruits that are grown on the table- 
land ?—Yes, often up to 6d. per lb. for apples and grapes ; 
but it is only within the last six months that we have had 
direct communication by motor lorry with the tableland 
and we do not get the best fruits from there. 

1139. Have you any statistics showing that the death- 
rate in the districts affected by this proposal is any higher 
than in a district of similar size elsewhere in New South 
Wales ?—I have not. 

1140. Could you give any indication that the death-rate 
is higher than elsewhere due to the humid climate ?—You 
cannot take the death-rate into account at all, because the 
people do not die—they go away. 

1141. Do you disregard all vital statistics in that way 1— 
Practically, in a case of this kind. 

1142. Do life assurance companies impose any higher 
rates in this district than in Sydney !—No, they go by the 
medical examination. If necessary they load at a higher 
rate. 

1143. Have you any statistics to show that the occur- 
rence of pulmonary and digestive diseases is greater here 
than in any other district of similar size !—There again you 
cannot take the death-rate into consideration. 

1144, Have you practised in any other district !—No, 
except for a short time in Cessnock. 


ee 


James Mannix, manager, Wilcox-Mofflin Ltd., hide and 
skin buyers, North Lismore, sworn, and examined :— 


1145. Chairman.| You have a statement to place before 
the Committee’—Yes. I have to-day gone back over pur- 
chase sheets for the months, July to December, 1919, and 
find our buying for those months of drought to be as near 


correct as possible, viz., July, 6,558; August, 10,407 3 
September, 10,729; October, 15,471; November, 16,800; 
December, 5,977. When you compare those abnormal 
figures, certainly due to drought conditions, with the figures 
given under for the corresponding months of the following 
year, which I take to be a normal one, viz., July, 1,530 ; 
August, 3,271; September, 4,790; October, 1,998; November, 
5,467; December, 3,869, it means a decrease in destroyed 
stock of 45,017, which is certainly startling, and goes to 
show the grave position of the cattle-man on these rivers 
in times of drought. As the above will show, in the 1919 
drought of five months, he has lost 45,017 grown cattle, as 
calves could not be counted in those figures. The position 
could have been overcome, only by quick facilities for 
removing stock from one place to another, which the 
northern rivers certainly have not got, or by being able to 
get cheap fodder through in large quantities, and often, 
which again the northern rivers cannot do; otherwise, as 
these figures show, the dairyman in the Lismore and Tweed 
districts would have been 45,000 thead better off on our 
buying alone, which does not represent the whole loss, as 
there was just as many of those hides going to Sydney and 
Brisbane markets and other buyers, as we were getting, 
and possibly more, , 

1146. How long have you been engaged in that class of 
business here 1—Four years. ; 

1147. Have you considered the question of saving stock 
during periods of drought in this direction !— Yes. 

1148. You think the proposed railway would serve a 
dual purpose in that regard?—Yes; cattle could be 
removed to the tableland or fodder could be brought down 
for them. 

1149. Was the drought which has just broken as seriour 
as that of 1919 ?—TI think not. 

1150. Mr, Doe.| What would you call “ cheap fodder” 4 
—Lucerne hay or even chaff grown on the tableland could 
be brought here at about half the cost of bringing it from 
Sydney. 

1151. Will not the completion of the North Coast line 
give you the facillties you require in that direction by 
enabling produce to come from the Hunter district ?—I do 
not think so. The trouble will be transhipment at Grafton, 
and it will be some years before the line goes across the 
Clarence. 

1152. You think that a serious disability ?—I do. It 
would mean extra handling and droghering it across the 
river. 

1153. Wouid not 4s. or 5s. per ton cover all costs likely 
to be incurred there!—No, that would hardly cover the 
handling. It would take a great quantity of fodder to 
feed all the cattle in these districts, and they would 
probably have to build special punts to bring it across the 
river, 


Albert Edward Mitchell, wholesale fruit and produce 
merchant, Woodlark-street, Lismore, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1154. dfr. Cameron.| You have a statement to make }— 
Yes. I have been in ‘the fruit business for five years in 
Lismore, and have to get my supplies from Sydney by boat, 
which is very unsatisfactory owing to the boats being bar- 
bound or unable to tie up at the Byron Bay jetty. My 
average number of cases per week is 300, which I estimate 
as about half the fruit consumed in this immediate district. 
This does not include Ballina, Banga'ow, Byron Bay, or 
Casino. The losses from fruit being held up during bad 
weather are considerable, 1f we had a line through from 
the tableland fruit ought to be landed here fresher and 
cheaper. I have had orders from Tenterfield for pines, 
bananas, €c., and have been unable to supply owing to the 
high cost of freight and the uncertainty of the service cars 
taking it at all if they have a full load of passengers. I 
have tried running my own lorry, but this does not pay on 
account of the hilly nature of the country and bad roads, 
The service cars charge 5s. per bushel case—about £10 per 
ton, 


1155. Even if you got direct communication with the 
tableland, is not the price of fruit governed by Sydney 


prices?’—No. You can get apples at Tenterfield at from 
4s. to 6s. per case. From Sydney the same fruit costs 6s. 
to 10s. I have run a lorry up there for cherries, and I can 


certainly buy them cheaper at Tenterfield than in Sydney. 
From Sydney, too, the stuff is carried by boat, and is all 
rotten when it gets here. 

1156. If the railway were constructed, you wonld draw 
more of your supplies from the tableland ?—Pretty well all 
of them. The grapes are better there than we get from 
Victoria, Oranges we get from Grafton, and if the North 
Coast line were finished we would have Grafton fruit sent 
up to Tenterfield. 

1157, There is a big fruit-growing district at Stanthorpe ; 
would you draw on that market?—Yes; it would be 
cheaper, and the class of fruit would be better than getting 
it from Tasmania. 

1158. On that account you favour the construction of 
the proposed railway /— Yes. 

1159. Are you sure that fruit is being produced to a 
large extent in New England?—I have not spent much 
time there, but Stanthorpe produces a large quantity. 
Produce also would be cheapened by direct railway com- 
munication, 

1160, Mr. Doe.) Would apples carry well from Sydney!— 
Yes, if packed green. They must be very green at the 
orchard, ‘They practically ripen on the way up. Ninety 
per cent, of the apples consumed here are Tasmanian. 


Joseph Bede Kelly, retired licensed surveyor, Glenworth 


Valley, Lower Mangrove, Hawkesbury River, sworn, 
and examined :— 


1161. Chairman.| You have a statement to make with 
regard to the proposal before the Committee/—Yes, I 
know the district to be served thoroughly well. A certain 
part of it, from Tenterfield to Tabulam, would be con- 
sidered rough country, but you see the worst of it along 
the road. At Tabulam the country is as fine as there is in 
the world. Then there is the great station of Yulgilbar 
below, which would be tapped by the proposed line. 
The line would go through rich mineral country. The 
only reason that it has not been worked properly is that 
the ore cannot be got away for treatment owing to the 
cost. There would be a tremendous railway freight from 
those mines. The country between Tabulam and Casino is 
very excellent, and so is that around Bonalbo. There are 
not many places where a railway line could in the same 
distance tap the same amount of good country. People 
who talk about the roughness of a 30-mile portion along 
the road have never examined the country on the Upper 
Clarence. With regard to the interchange of products 
between this district and the tableland, I take it the 
great item would be stock. They would take our stuff 
when it suited them, and we would bring down theirs. We 
would also take their sheep and fatten them here. It is 
surprising how quickly sheep brought from the tableland 
fatten here. The great secrct of good beef or mutton is to 
fatten quickly, aud there is no doubt about its fattening 
quickly in this district. The generality of our seasons are 
good; the little droughts we talk about here do the 
country as much good as harm ; they sweeten up the land 
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and give it a rest, which it would never get if it were not 
for the so-called droughts ; but the country is so used to 
its rainfall that it goes off quickly without rain. 

1162. It has been suggested that the line should take off 
at Fairy Hill, and traverse the country to Bonalbo and 
thence to Tabulam. From a purely local point of view 
would you approve of such a deviation !—I would prefer 
the extension of the Kyogle line to Acacia Creek ; but that 
in my opinion should be considered as a separate proposal. 
The line direct should be from Casino via Tabulam to 
Tenterfield. 

1163. Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Mannix to the 
effect that the drought meant the loss of about forty-five 
thousand head of stock ?—Yes, that is so, They are not 
used to droughts here and a great number of dairymen are 
overstocked. I have dairy country, and my own loss was 
very considerable during the last drought. 

1164. Why does it not pay dairymen in this district to 
grow fodder for themselves as a sort of insurance ?—The 
betcer class of dairymen do. On one of my farms they 
have a stand-by of sugar-cane which pulled the cattle 
through this year and kept them in good condition. 

1165. Is that practice likely to spread ?—It will have to 
spread and the quicker it does so the better. The people 
have to some extent been waiters on Providence ; they have 
had too many good seasons and never look for a bad one. 
The unfortunate thing is that when a good season comes 
the ground is so productive that they forget all about bad 
seasons. 

1166. Mr. Doe.] In the event of drought in the west 
where could you put the sheep on this side ?—They would be 
put on the excess fodder which every dairy farmer here has 
at some time of the year, and there is country between Casino 
and Grafton on which sheep could be put in a bad season. 
Every dairyman here when he has an excess of fodder could 
take on sheep to feed it off because it only goes to waste. 

1167. A man would have to distribute sheep over many 
farms 1—-He would sell them as store sheep to the farmers, 
who would sell to the canning works afterwards. 

1168. If the owners of Tabulam and Yulgilbar stations 
do not cut those properties up and a railway is built 
throusb, what will happen ?—Undet the proposed Govern- 
ment measures they will have to cut them up. But people 
cut their land up when an opportunity occurs. They are 
not desirous of holding large areas of county now ; it is too 
expensive to work. The tendency now is to cut up land, 
and there igs not much inducement needed. 

1169. Do you not think it would be to the advantage of 
the country and make for the success of the present 
proposal if the owners of those large estates were to come 
pefore this Committee and give an assurance that they 
would cut them up ?—That is so. 

1170. Jf. Drummond.) Did your professional duties 
render you thoroughly acquainted with the country between 
the tableland and the coast ?—Yes, I know it very well. 

1171. It was stated in evidence before the Cabinet 
Sub-committee of Inquiry that the country between 15 
miles from Tenterfield and 5 miles from Tabulam, was 
practically useless for settlement; but it has since been 
asserted tliat a percentage of it is suitable for closer settle- 
ment. Do you know of any!—Yes. The country south 
of Drake is occupied at the present time for grazing 
purposes, but it would be suitable for subdivision. If those 
large estates are brought within the range of railway 
communication, it will pay to subdivide them. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, 20 APRIL, 1923. 
[The Committee met at the Council Chambers, Lismore. ] 
Vresent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHammayn). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis MIcHAEL Burke, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of R 


Thomas Russell, Mayor of Ballina, sworn, and examined :— 


1172. Chairman.| What is your occupation? —-I am a 
journalist. JI have been appointed by the Municipal 
Council of Ballina to give evidence on behalf of the muni. 
cipality—which is also the seaport of the Richmond 
tiver—in support of the Tinterfield-Casino Railway pro- 
posal at this inquiry. It has ae been an aspiration of 
the public men and citizens generally of the Lower Richmond 
that in the in‘erests of decentralisation direct rail connection 
with the tableland should be established, and when previous 
parliamentary inquiries failed to support the claim set up 
in that direvtion much disappointment and dissatisfaction 
resulted. I regard the construction of the Tenterfield— 
Casino railway as of paramount importance, firstly from a 
national point of view, secondly froin an industrial and 
developmental aspect, and thirdly because in the event of a 
hostile invasion of our shores such a connection must have 
immense sirategical advantages in any efficient sree of 
defence. At the present juncture the Great North Coast 
railway which links up the whole of the coastal rivers 
between the Queensland border and Sydney is practically 
completed, and in so far as inter-district travelling between 
the river districts, and regular direct touch with Sydney 
are concerned, this line will no doubt admirably serve its 
purpose ; but from the breader national aspect it leaves the 
problem of decentralisation just where it was before. So 
far as these remote northern rivers are concerned, notwith- 
standing the coastal line, Sydney and Sydney puteress in 
the vital matters of trade and markets must under the 
conditions still remain the dominant factor. The hope cf 
the people of this extreme portion of the North Coast has 
always leaned to the policy long since adopted in Queens- 
land, whereby the available coastal ports and the back 
country inland have been linked up by rail with consum- 
mate advantage to both regions in particular and to the 
State asa whole. As a consequence the shipping depots 
of Cairns, Townsville, and Rockhampton are more and more 
each year reflecting the economic advantages accruing from 
the obviously sane “policy of directing trade through “direct 
and natural channels, ‘The Tenterfield-Casino~ railway 
would bring the tableland country of which Tenterfield is 
an important centre within 120 miles of a choice of three 
North Coast shipping ports, Demy Byron Bay, Ballina, 
and the Clarence, all of which are a'so regarded as poten- 
tial deep-sea ports. The port of Byron Bay to the north 
was favoured in this sense by the Decentralisation Com- 
mission in 1911, providing that the necessary protecting 
breakwaters, tee were constructed, while it was also 
shown on the most expert ongineering authority that the 
port of Ballina 20 miles southward —where the major work 
of breakwater construction has already been completed — 
could likewise with a comparative minimum of expenditure 
be converted into a harbour capable of acc mmodating 
international liners under any conditions, These two 
ports offer a ready sea base for a western rail connection, 
while the Clarence, as a third alternative. is worthy of con- 
sideration, From Casino, which would be the terminal of 
the tableland line, the railway is already in operation to 
Grafton, on the Clarence River on the one ha und, and to 
Byron Bay on the other, while the work of linking the 
port of Ballina with the coastal system —having so far as 
the Tentertield objective is concerned the same base at 
Casino—is to be put in hand immediate’y, departmental 
instructions having bern issued to make a definite com- 
mencement to that end in June next, As an illustration 


Winiiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMonn, Ese. 


ailway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


of the wealth of the immediate districts served by- the 


ports of Byron Bay and the Richmond an official return 
furnished in 1922 gives the amounts in harbour dues 
coliected at each centre for the twelve months ending 
30th June, that year as follows:-—-Richmond River, 
£9,504 918s. 26d 5; 
River, £4,779 Is. 4d:; Coff’s 


Harbour, £3,938 9s. 9d. 


Apart from the fact therefore that the Tenterfield-Casino 


railway woull render available to the tableland a choice of 
deep-sea shipping ports capable of the fullest development, 
with all the attendant advantages to producers of cheaper 
freights and cheaper han ndling. of goods consequent upon 


shor ter haulage, the connection would also link up with 


the western country a closely-settlel territory of immense 
wealth and of resources that appear to Le without limit, 
Moreover, the proposed line would bring about a readier mar- 
ket between the peoples cf thetableland and the coast in those 
commodities common to the one but foreign to the other. 
Thus as cases in point, while there would be a large inter- 
change of fruits between the two regions, there would be an 
even greater traffic in sheep which at ‘the present time have to 


be entrained to Sydney and then shipped by steamer to the 
rivers. 1 am of opinion that this inter-freighting of goods 


will be very considerable and will, of course, expand as 
scttlement and development proceeds. In times of drought 
the line will also very often be a boon to the western 
eraziers and pastoralists as an outlet for starving stock to 
the coastal belt, credited with the greatest average rainfall 
in the State. In this sense alone it is undoubted that 
untold wealth will be conserved to New South Wales, as 
well as providing profitable trafic for the lines. Another 
outstanding feature of the general proposal), which cannot 
fail in its appeal, is the fact that in addition to the 
important bearing it has upon the question of decentralisa- 


tion, tl.e line for more than half its distance will open up. 


and develop a country that requires a railway to ensure its 
settlement. I regard the Stretch of territory from Casino 
to Tabulam, and on to Drake, as capable of carrying an 
immeuse population, providing that ellicient access such as a 
railway implies, was afforded the settler 8. [tis apparent that 
without a railway se‘tleir.ent there will be for ever retarded. 
From Drake onwards to the tableland the country is broken 
in character and of admittedly a poorer quality, but there 
are nevertheless many rich valleys and pockets which will be 


readily availed of by pioneers in search of holdings. The 
Drake country is rich in minerals waiting means of 


economic transport, and the broken ranges are studded with 
untold millions of feet of hardwoods needed in the towns 
and cities of the State. In my judgment the Tenterfield- 
Casino railway together withaterminal basic port on the coast 
should have been constructed years ago. Had this policy 
been foilowed the development that would have resulted 
would, I am convinced to- day, have been a great asset to the 
State. As it is, separated and isolated as they are, the two 
regions have made remarkable progress ; linked together by 
rail it must be obvicus that the development would have 
been even more advanced. It is my fixed conviction that 
the line is needed in the interests of decentral'sation—that 
is in the interests of cffective marketing and the more 
economic handling of goods-—that it is needed in the interes! 
of settlement along the line of route, that it is warranted 
in order that the comniunity of interests between the regions 
east and west of the tableland might be knitted more closely 


together, and lastly because of its absolute necessity in the 
event of a hostile threat by land or sea, 


Byron Bay, £6,281 9s, 3d. ; Clarence 
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William Compton Davies, draper, Lismore, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1173. Chairman.] You have a statement to make wit’ 
regard to the proposal before the Committee?—Yes. I 
have been a draper since 1885, but have been largely 
interested in mining, being in Broken Hill for twenty- 
seven years. I was Chairman of Directors of the Broken 
Hill Junction Mine for five years, and have had many 
opportunities of judging the effect of railway development 
on the working of mineral fields. I would like to point 
out particularly the effect the constraction of the line from 
Casino to Tent: rfield would have on mining in this northern 
part of the State. Iam also at present interested in a whole- 
sale produce business in Lismore, and have had experi- 
ence in the purchase and consignment of produce from and 
to other parts of the State. J am in favour cf the Tenter- 
field-Casino connection, because it would facilitate the 
interchange of products as well as making possible the 
exploitaticn of the mining potentialities in which the area 
to be sr ed is richly endowed. The mining prospect 
should have considerable weight. At Drake the line would 
pass through a rich mineral belt. In the Sydney Museum 
there are a large number of minera] samples from that dis- 
trict which were considered by the Curator of sufficient 
unportance to retain for the inspection of those interested 
in our mineral wealth. ‘The principal minerals are gold, 
silver, and copper, but the ores carry a wonderful variety 
of other valuable minerals. My experience has proved 
that the by-products will often carry the whole cost of 
mining, and the only way to exploit the mineral wealth 
of Drake economically world be to mine the whole 
ore body systematica'ly. Mount Morgan, Queensland, 
supports this theory. It began as a gold mine, but 
has been worked for years as one of the largest copper 
concerns in Australia, It would be impossible, how- 
ever, to secure capital to work the Drake. claims, no 
matter how rich, without better facilities for transport. 
The distance by road and rail to Sydney is 518 miles, but 
proving that the belt is decidedly rich a few men have 
stuck to it for years in spite of the disadvantages under 
which they work. In rezard to the transport of minerals 
and mineral ores the roads and bridges were not con- 
structed with a view to carrying such heavy produce. I 
have no doubt a big revival in mining would follow the 
construction of this line, and the line would have a hig 
revenue from this field, which is evidently not taken into 
account in estimating the return to the Department from 
its construction. With less than 100 miles to the sea- 
board a concentrate could be obtained that could be treated 
at a profit at Port Kembla, where there is every facility to 
deal with such ores, and transform them to wires, bars, or 
sheets ready for general use. If the steelworks are going 
to develop manufacturing they must have a proportion of 
other metals for brasses and metal bearings and for 
toughening and hardeting steel. J believe there was a 
population at Drake of about 8,000, which is now down to 
about 300. I think it is necessary, also, in examining the 
proposal, to consider another mining area that would be 
served, and through transport facilities to the coast would 
receive a necessary fillip—that is the area around Deep- 
water, a very rich mineral and pastoral district, the prin- 
cipal ores being bismuth, wolfram, and molybdenite. There 
would be sufficient warrantry to carry out the line from 
Deepwater to join the line from Moree to Inverell, leaving 
Deepwater and going west through what is described as 
very rich country both in minerals and soil. An extension 
could pass Tent Hill and Emmaville, very rich in molybde- 
nite, wolfram, bismuth, tin (in large quantities), and silver. 
Going on West to Ashford there is a very promising coal- 
mine within about 10 miles. The line could then go south 
to meet the Inverell linc. If this route were followed there 
is every liklihood the coil in this district could be used for 
most of the northern railway system, thas giving a con- 
siderable saving in the cost of fuel. Apirt from minerals 
the Casino-Tentertield line would be a vital thing to this 
northern part of the State in its povsibilities for opening 
up and developing local markets, and in the interchange of 
products, Bome of the produce from the tableland and 
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beyond is carried from 700 to 1,000 miles to our district. 

The produce firm in which } am interested now disposes of 

over 100 tons of chaff monthly. Our contract supplies last 

year were from Ganmain, and the previous year from near 

Lemora, No doubt a good deal of our supplies could be 

obtained from the New England and Inverell district, 

particularly wheat, oats, honey, bran, pollard, and flour, 

und on the river flats north of Inverell there is now a 

quantity of lucerne grown; and, considering about 8,000 
dsiry farmers in this district cannot successfully grow 

lucerne, I believe half of them would be glad to buy 

lucerne hay for winter feed at about £5 per ton, which 
eimnot be grown here; still it is essential food fur cattle. 
We are at present dealing in potatoes from the Guyra dis- 

trict, and under the present system of transit they are 
railed to Sydney at 17s. 8d. per ton, transhipping 6s., thence 
freight by boat, £1 8s —4ls, 8d. :—it will not cost that to 

bring them direct by Tenterfield. I believe some of this 
produce might well be grown on the proposed new route 
from Bonalbo to Teuterfield, and I believe the country is 
also capable of growing lucerne on the flats. I understand, 
too, that the fruit-growing industry has been, or is being, 
strangled on the tableland for want of better marketing,. 
transport, and epportunities, and the track of the railway 
could be applied in many instances for fruit-growing. In 
the case of drought relief, such a line would almost certainly 
save large suns of money and large numbers of stock, 
because it usually happens that drought does not fall on 
the coast and tableland at the same time. I consider the 
suggestion that stock would still be travelled by road after 
the line was built as absurd, because nothing could be 
gained by so doing. in the ordinary interchange of stock as 
produce, and in the time of drought the stockowner does 
not remove his cattle until the drought has been on them 
for some considerable time, and until the stock is so 
weakened that a long road journey would be fatal. Motor 
servica, of course, cannot compete with rail, either in stock 
transport, or the carrying of timber. Timber is one 
of the products which could be interchanged from 
this end, and would also be a biz factor in economically 
working the mines. In addition there are tropical 
fruits, bananas, &e., and also fish, for which good markets 
could be foand on the tableland. The line would also 
serve the interests of health in opening the seaside 
resorts of the North Coast to the western people, and for 
the csastal people to get to the tablelands in summer. I 
would like to mention also the possibilities of Byron Bay 
asa port. Speaking toa shipping officer who had spent 
some years trading between Denmark, Holland, and the 
Kinglish ports, and had had considerable experience in 
world shipping in the produce trade, he pointed out that if 
the weather and port were favourable for coastal boats to 
tie up at the jetty, they were also favourable enough to 
enable deep-sea boats to anchor in the bay; and if cold 
storage of sufficient capacity were established there it would 
be as cheap to send the produce to Europe as to send it to 
Sydney, and it would have the additional advantage in 
allowing it to compete favourably with Danish or Dutch 
products, both in quality and price. I consider a policy of 
decentralisation the only hope for the development of New 
South Wales in the opening of ports along the coast and 
the connection of the coast with the hinterlands for the 
exchange of commodities, to give cheaper means of transport 
for the produce of the land and mines. The case of Queens- 
land is in marked contrast tu this State in the plan for the 
development of a prosperous State on broad lines of railway 
development. Not only do I consider the railway policy of 
this State mistaken from the point of view of developing the 
country, but I consider the system of assessing the possible 
monetary return of this Casino—Tenterfield line on the basis 
of the present population and production as altoge'her 
wrong, and in the best possible construction, short sighted. 

I believe more consideration should be given to the retarns 

that will be made available consequeut upon tho develop- 

ment of industry and population, which I feel sure would 

follow the construction of thisline. Inany case immediate 

financ‘al returns should not be made a paramount consider- 


ation. One of the earliest proofs that the present system 
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is mistaken within my recollection was in 1886, when a 
wonderful development was taking place in the Broken 
Hill district. An appeal was then made to the New 
South Wales Government to connect the mines with the 
seaboard, which was refused. The people interested then 
made an appeal to the South Australian Government to 
eonnect with their railway system. That Government 
immediately connected up to the nearest point on their 
border. Then an attempt was made to connect the mines 
with that terminus, a distance of 35 miles, but the New 
South Wales Government refused the right to South 
Australia and refused to carry out the work themselves. 
Subsequently they granted a private company the right to 
build that 35 miles of line from Cockburn to Broken Hill, 
and this short line, which cost, including equipment, 
£192,836, paid in dividends £1,255,054 in ninenteen 
years. Had the Government been favourable to the carry- 
ing out of this project the whule cost of the line from 
Broken Hill to Newcastle and Sydney would have been 
paid for out of profits in twenty-five years, and would haye 
established the first link in the east and west route; and 
undoubtedly the Darling River would have been locked 
long before to-day, which would have effected a wonderful 
transformation in what is at present a barren wilderness. 
I consider the State Government is at last moving on the 
right lines in contemplating the construction of this sadly 
needed connection between Tenterfield and Casino. 

1174. Where did you see the system you refer to of 
assessing the possible monetary return of the proposed 
line !—I take it all the evidence given up to the present 
has practically been on lines based on the present produc- 
tion of the area to be served. 

1175. No assessment at all has been made in this case. 
You assume that if the line were built. it would give the 
mines mentioned cheaper and quicker access to Port 
Kembla or elsewhere for treatment ?—That is so. There is 
no doubt that the proposed hydro-electric scheme will be 
carried out in the near future. I got information yester- 
day from a man who has just come over from Tasmania in 
regard to the development that has taken place there since 
hydro-electric power has been obtainable. There are zinc 
works there, and practically the whole of the zinc from 
Broken Hill goes over there for treatment. The power is 
carried from the gencrating point for 65 miles to Hobart, 
Cadburys have installed works at Claremont, and the 
Baldwin Spinning Mills have just started there. The Castle 
and Kemp Wceollen Mills are also starting, and practically 
the whole of the homes in Tasmania are supplied from the 
one source. In this country power is required in every 
dairy. One man at Rous Mill, 12 miles away, installed a 
small electric power plant. There is a stream running 
through his property, and he has a drop of 49 feet in 120, 
He simply put across the creek a rough dam and cemented 
a few rocks together. The height of the dam is about 
2 feet 6 inches, and he has suflicient power with that little 
plant to drive a wheel which gives him all the light he 
requires on the farm, cuts wood, milks his cows, and 
separates. He has since purchased three additional farms 
adjoining his property for his sons and daughters, 
and they are all supplied by the ons power plant. 
He also lights a number of houses in the district. Some 
of us are interested in a coal-mine 20 miles away, and 
have hopes of generating power there as a central station 
for the Richmond and weed Rivers. We can generate it 
there for ld. per unit. The coal isin abundance, but the 
grade is not good enough for competition with Newcastle. 
It is anthracite coal, but carries 25 per cent. of ash. If we 
generated power there it would transform this district as 
far as its carrying capacity is concerned, and it would go 
ahead on that account. We got the suggestion from Mr. 
Corin, who stated that the Clarence would be supplied 
with the smallest yield from Nymboida, and should we get 
another scheme similar to it on the Richmond it would 
help us considerably. It would accustom the people to 
using this power in view of a bigger plant to be installed at 
a later date, and the whole thing could be linked up into 
one big scheme. I believe a number of other municipalities 
will join with us, 
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1176, Mr. Doe.] It has been suggested that while the 
mines at Drake would not be so well served as by a line 
right through to Tenterfield, they would be placed in a 
much more favourable ;osition if a railway were built from 
Casino to Tabulam. Have you any views to offer on that 
proposal ?—Yes. At Cockburn, in the west, the Pioneer 
mine carries good values, but has been lying dormant for 
thirty years because it is 4 miles from a railway, and it 
would not pay to cart the stuff. If a railway were con- 
structed it would pay handsomely. ‘The Pinnacles mine is 
another instance of tle same argument. Unless you can 
get cheap handling of a product, and shoot it into the 
trucks without shovelling, much less carting it 4 miles, in 
dozens of instances it cannot be made payable where it 
would pay handsomely if there were a siding to the railway. 

1177. Tbe Pioneer Mine is not a criterion for all mines? 
—lIt is a similar instance to the mines at Drake. Capital 
is very chary unless it can see a payable proposition, 

1178, Would it not be a good speculation for the com- 
pany owning the Pioneer Mine, if it were a payable propo- 
sition, to build a railway to it themselves ?!—The cost of 
such a railway would be say £28,000 besides plant, which 
to a concern of that sort is a big thing. 

1179. As regards the Deepwater Mines they are already 
close to the railway ?—-Yes, but they are nearly 500 miles 
from the destination of the ore, which is Sydney or Port 
Kembla—where, if there were a railway, it could be taken 
much cheaper to the boats. 

1180. What is being done to generate power and open 
up the coal-mine near Lismore !—Twenty-three of us put 
£100 each into it, but unfortunately one of our number is 
in gaol at the present time. On that account we have had 
to go into liquidation, and the mayor of this town is liquid- 
ator. We have decided to reconstruct, and keep the 
offender out. 

1181. Do any of the big liners call at the Queensland 
ports you mention?- Yes, they call regularly for cargo, 
The tramp steamers also call from port to port. 

1182. Can you account for the fact that in other States, 
after all the facilities had been provided for which you are 
asking at Byron Bay, ports never developed any oversea 
trade, and not much interco!onial trade?—Port Victor 
carries oversea produce ; wheat and wool are shipped there. 
Pert Pirie has developed the whole of the northern area. 

1183. Mr, Drummond.] Can you say where your supplies 
of produce were shipped!—Always from Sydney. If we 
could get lucerne hay here at £5 cr £6 per ton there are 
8,000 dairy farmers in this district each with eighty or 100 
cows who would take 50 tons of lucerne hay per annum, I 
think it is possible to make a return, through the railway, 
of fifty times £8,000. 

1184. At Newcastle there is an effective port 100 miles 
nearer than Sydney, and western produce would have to 
pass Ne vcastie to go to Sydney. Why is it produce is not 
shipped there ’—There are no facilities at Newcastle for 
shipping produce on a large scale, and there is no room for 
extension. 

1185. Why do you say there are no facilities there {— 
Take Sydney, where they have all the time been up against 
difficulties in getting wharfage for handling stuff cheaply 
between the railway and the boats. The same thing 
happens at Newcastle. Unless there is good water frontage 
where produce could be shipped direct into the boats it 
costs too much to handle. ‘’o make Newcastle a good 
shipping port would cost too much, 

1186. Do you mean that there would be nothing at 
Neweastle equal to this jetty at Byron Bay with the rail- 
way running out there ?—-I do think that. There would be 
nothing at Newcastle to equal it unless they can discover 
a great deal more sea-front there. The water is very 
shallow there, and except with a good deal of dredging and 
a sound footing for the trucks it would cost too much to go 
further than they have gone already. The only way in 
which development can take place is to decentralise and get 
to the coast by as short a route as possible. There are 
facilities here equal to those at Newcastle or better. If 
they do more dredging at Ballina the facilities are there, 
and they require just as much dredging at Newcastle to 


make more sea-front available; so why not make it here 

instead of at Newcastle, as this is a very much-shorter dis- 

tance to travel. 

a 1187. Jar. Mahony.] You know Newcastle fairly well ?— 
es, 

1188. Is there not a railway running along the dyke 
able to accommodate a'] the deep-sea shipping for the export 
of coal?—Yes; for the export of coal there is every facility 
there. 

1189. Could they not export any other commodity with 
all the facilities there?—No; they could not put sheds 
there, or handle a greater variety of produce than they do 


now. ‘They are up to their limit in dealing with coal. It 
would require altogether different facilities for produce, It 


would take considerable time to complete further facilities, 
and by that time they would require further extension to 
dea] with natural development. 

1190. Does not the railway run right alongside the 
yarious wharves at Newcastle proper /—Yes. 

1191. Big ocean vessels go to Newcastle !—Yes. 

1192. Therefore there must be sufficient water for large 
vessels /—Of that capacity, yes. 

1193. Do you not know that there is trade in the export 
of wool and frozen meat from Newcastle !—I do. 

1194. Would it not be very expensive to extend the 
facilities here for deep-sea shipping !—There are no facilities 
at the present time for that purpose. Deep-sea ships cannot 
come there unless they anchor out in the bay and have 
tenders to go out. But even so, it would pay better to 
ship from here than at either Newcastle or Sydney. 

1195. You think provision could be made at Byron Bay 
for deep-sea shipping /— Yes. 

1196. Would large vessels get suflicient cargoes from this 
district ?--I am certain they would. I think that in twenty 
years this would develop into as prosperous a district as 
Victoria if facilities were given, The back country, together 
with the coastal regions, would carry as big a population as 
Victoria does. 

1197. Is it not a fact that the whole of the shipping 
trade of Victoria leaves Port Melbourne ?—-Port Melbourne 
and Geelong, which are practically the only ports in Vic- 
toria that have railway facilities to carry out shipping 
operations economically, 

1198. Do not the Byron Bay boats call at Newcastle on 
the way here every trip ?—Yes, one way. 

1199. They could bring commodities from Newcastle to 
Byron Bay if necessary /—Yes; but they do not. They 
earry very little, and it costs more to get stuff that way 
than it would to get it direct from Sydney. 


Justin Charles MacCartie, press agent, Lismore, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1200. Mr. Travers,| How long have you been here !— 
Fifteen years. Ihave beenafarmer. I had fourteen years’ 
farming experience in the Brunswick River and Tweel 
districts, North Coast,and previous experience in Victovia, 
New Zealand, and Ireland. It will be generally admitted 
that in any forward movement, or new departure, the 
health and comfort of the people should be the first con- 
sideration. ‘To be wealthy and unhealty is of no use toa 
man, or a community. The North Coast of New South 
Wales has an extremely favourable death rate, namely, 
about eight per thousand, which is one of the lowest in the 
world, but for all that it can hardly be said to be satisfactory 
from a health point of view, as the warm, humid, climate 
has an enervating effect, in the summer time, and it is only 
stating an absolute fact to assert that quite a considerable 
portion of the population has to leave the district after 
some year’s residence, owing to the ill-health of some 
members of the family, particularly women and children. 
Quite recently a number of citizens have l-ft Lismore on 
account of ill health. ‘The statement made in several cases 
being “the climate got me down.” ‘The explanation is 
probably the humidity of the climate coupled with the low 
elevation. The thermometer ranges to greater heights in 
the west than on the coast, but the mean temperature of 
the coast is very high indeed, that of Lismore, 67:1, being 
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only surpassed by a few western towns such as Gunnedah 
with 67°8, Cobar 68-4, and Burke 70°2, Itis not generally 
known that the mean temperature of Broken Hill is lower 
than that of Lismore, but such is the case, by one degree. 
As compared with the interior the rainfall of the coast is 
of course very high, being 70 inches on the Tweed, ‘as 
against 10 inches, annually, at Broken Hill. The humidity 
of the atmosphere has a relaxing effect, and there 1s & 
tendency to anemia, particularly in people who have to be 
much indoors. Several medical men have stated to me 
that this tendency would be reduced if, during the warmer 
season, a change of climate to the cooler tableland 
could be obtained ; and for the mass of the people this 
can only be obtained if a railway is constructed. 
As showing the difference in elevation :—Lismore is 52 feet 
above sea-level ; Casino, 77 feet ; Tenterfield, 2,831 ; Glen 
Innes, 3,520; Guyra, 3,430; and Inverell, 1,912. The 
bracing effect of a change to the tableland will thus be 
readily understood. On the other hand, residents of the 
tableland, during the cold winter of those districts, would 
find a change to the warmer seaside most beneficial. 
Change of diet is, we are told, as necessary as change of 
climate. That of the North Coast is very much of the 
“pumpkin and corned beef ” variety, and is not diversified, 
especially on farms. In fact, it can safely be said that the 
standard of diet of the North Coast, even of late years, is 
not at all up to that prevailing generally throughout Aus- 
tralia—notably in Victoria. On the North Coast mutton . 
is a luxury. European vegetables, such as cabbage, 
carrots, and so on, are not plentiful and, in most districts, 
can only be grown in the winter, while the whole region 
is bad for fruit-growing; only tropical and sub-tropical 
varieties, such as pineapples, bananas, persimmons, paw 
paws, and passion fruit, being readily obtainable. To 
people used to coastal diet, mutton, green vegetables, and 
fruit, such as pears and apples, are a delightful and healthy 
change, and there is no doubt at all that if the railway 
connections with the coast were made a large trade would 
grow up in food-stuffs, mutton, apples, pears, cherries, 
plums, cabbage, cauliflower, turnips, carrots, celery, and 
spinach, to say nothing of wheat and potatoes. As return 
freight, butter, pumpkins, melons, bananas, pineapples, 
maize,and other coastal products would be carried. I grew 
potatoes for thirteen years on the coast. The crops were 
light, 2 ton per acre being a good return, The potatoes 
are the first to mature in the State and are available on 
the Ist November, and thence onward to Christmas. If 
properly grown they are a good early crop of tubers, but 
are not firm as a rule, and do not keep well. Main crop 
supplies will always have to be drawn from colder countries. 
Regarding vegetables, cabbage cannot be grown in com- 
mercial quantities, except for a few months in the winter, 
and then the price would have to be about a shilling per 
head to make it profitable. Cauliflowers succeed one year 
and fail another, but are always difficult to grow, particu. 
larly on the edge of the coast, and, again, must be grown 
in the winter. Swedish turnips are not easily grown, nor 
indeed are carrots or white turnips, but all will grow in the 
winter. In the intermediate season beans and tomatoes do 
well, but in the summer the gourd vegetables, such as 
pumpkins, egg fruit, squash, and vegetable marrow, are all 
that can be relied on—-on the farms, at all events. In 
isolated positions anything can be grown, but J am dealing 
with the position generally. Close to the coast I failed 
with apples, pears, plums, oranges, and mandarins, but a 
little back from the coast, ou the Tweed, on my son’s farm, 
we successfully grew mandarins, Lisbon lemons, oranges, 
and persimmons. Amongst the hills, and where the sea 
breezes do not affect the trees, apples, pears, and plums can 
be grown, and good mandarins and lemons, also grapes. 
But the North Coast is undoubtedly a warm, sub tropical 
climate, and the products which do best are those such as 
pineapples, melons, passion fruit, and paw-paws, which 
belong to sub-tropical regions, so that cool-climate fruits 
will have to be obtained from the tablelands or elsewhere. 
From the point of view of distraction, change, and amuse- 
ment, there is no doubt at all of the great need of con- 
necting the tablelands and western country with the coast, 
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and as the Casino-Tenterfield connection is the shortest, 
being only 86 miles, and the grade the lowest of any 
proposed i blelacd sousthe railway, it is the one which I 
think has the best claim to immediate consideration. 
I may add that I grew lucerne here with very moderate 
success. It endueed for about two years and then the 
paspalum killed it. I conclude that the trouble in this 
country is that the heavy rainfall washes the essential 
salts—potash end phosphoric acid and lime—out of the 
soil down into the subsoil, and I think that is the reason 
why we cannot grow lucerne successfully. There is no 
want of nitrogenous matter, because I have grown clover 
and such plants very successfully. The roots of the 
lucerne seem to decay when they get down into the sub- 
soil. I think there is an absence of lime, potssh, and 
phosphoric acid, because I get very heavy improvements in 
crops by adding those things. That is why I think we 
shall have to depend on the tableland for supplies of 
fodder. 

1201. Do you think lucerne feed is essential under 
present conditions !—Yes. The paspalum is totally lacking 
in protein. It is a very bad body-builder. It may fatten 
cows, but the fat does not kcld on the beasts; it is soft, 
and seems unsatisfactory. Cattle cannot work properly 
off paspalum, nor can horses. I think protein is very 
essential, and that comes from lucerne. 

1202. Is much lucerne used in the district now ?—I do 
not think so, but the production here is extremely low— 
only 140 lb. butter per cow per annum. 

1203. Is it lower than on the South Coast ?—I do not 
know. It is not lower than for New South Wales 
generally, which is only 121 1b., but it is very low in com- 
parison to Victoria where they get 260 or 270 lb. per cow 
on an average over the whole State. 

1204. Does it not pay farmers to import lucerne ?—I am 
doubtful of that. Ifa man paid £5 per ton for lucerne it 
would run him into Js. per day, or practically 30s. per 
month per cow. Adding that much to the cost of a cow’s 
feed makes the return dubious. The average cow does not 
return 80s, per month, and her output would have to be 
more than double. £5 per ton seems to me high. 

1205, Mr. Doe.] As the feed is so deficient in protein 
you can scarcely call this a rich butter- preducing district, 
compared with parts where they can grow lucerne cheaply 
and in abundance !—I would not call it so. 

1206. Referring to treating the soil with lime and pot- 
ash, how does that pan out commercially !—I have tried it 
only onasmallscale. If the railway came near, and you 
did not have to pay much freight, you might make it a 
success, but under present conditions I am doubtful if you 
could profitably add lime and other things to the soil. 

1207. What quantity did you use !/— About 8 ewt. of lime 
to the acre; but I was in pretty swampy country. 

1208. How long did you apply that test 1— For one year 
only. The principal use of the lime was for growing 
cabhages. I had no success until I put the lime on, and 
then I was very successful. 

1209. You are of opinion that with a sufficiency of com- 
paratively cheap lime you could improve the production of 
lucerne and other leguminous crops ?—I am. 

1210. Afr. Cameron.) Do you consider that lucerne is an 
absolute essential as far as dairying is concerned ?— You 
must get protein, and you get it best and cheapest in 
lucerne. 

1211. Have you had any experience in districts where 
lucerne is crown !—No. 

1212. What would you say to the statement that in 
districts where it is grown, lucerne is not considered a good 
milk cr butter } roducing commodity '‘—I would agree ith 
that if the cattle were “getting much of it. Jt is what I 
call a supplementary food. I would g've them two-thirds 
of carbohydrate foods and one-third ot lucerne, 

1213. W here lucerne is grown, do you know that it is 
only grown as a standby in times of drought?—I did not 
know that, 

1214. And that the best commodity that can be grown 
for dairy cows where lucerne cw grow also, is maize, or 
planter’s friend, in preference to lucerne 1—They certainly 


would have to make the majority of the feed from some of 
those greenstuffs, but I cannot understand leaving lucerne 
out altogether. You must have body-building substance, 
and there is very little of that in paspalum grass, 


Rebate White, manager, United Insurance Company, 
nay sworn, and examined :~- 


1215, Mr. Mahony.| What statement do you wish to 
make with reference to the proposal before the Committee ? 
—I am president of the Lismore Horticultural Society. I 
have been a resident of this district for fifty years. 1 have 
been an alderman of Lismore for twenty-two years and 
mayor on three occasions. J am interested in an estate on 
the coast, on which dairving and grazing are carricd out. 
I urge the construction cf a railway line from Tenterfield 
to Casino for the following reasons :—Because I believe 
that there shou!d be connections running east and west 
between the tableland and western country and the coast, 
which would bring the western products to their closest 
market direct, obviating carriage to Sydney by train and 
then here by boat. ‘There is a populatiou of from 60,000 
to 70,000 in this district, which needs the products of the 
tableland and western country such as wheat, hay; potatoes, 
fruit, and sheep. Each of these is available to us only at 
prohibitive prices, caused by 700 or 800 miles of carriage 
from a district only 100 miles distant. The losses by 
damage in handling alone are alarming, and the expense of 
carriage, commissions, wharfage dues, and profits of those 
engaged in handling them make the cost to us at least 
three times what the producer gets for them, If fodder 
could be sold at, say £6 or £7 per ton, the trade in this 
would be enormous. It is costing anything up to £12 to- 
day, and, as a consequence, cattle vwners cannot afford to 
buy, but allow their cattle to die. It appears to me that 
tableland and western wheat could be sent to the coast 
here and milled more profitably than if sent to Sydney, and 
the by-products would find a ready market here for pig 
and cattle feed. In return we have our butter, bacon, and 
tropical fruits for which there is a good demand out west, 
and these could be sold for much less than at present. I 
know the country well between Casino and Tabulam ; it 
is all good and will carry a heavy population, but 
not till they are provided with an outlet for their 
goods. The natural intercourse between two large 
centres of population would provide a deal of pas- 
senger traffic. The present trend of population to the 
oy can only be stayed by giving those on the land 

asier means of communication, and a cheaper way of 
getting their stuff to market. In sy opinion east and west 
railway lines are the only means of checking this lamentable 
influx to the cities, which is robbing the eountry of its 
producers. There is a chance of estab'ishing more large 
towns and embryo cities on the coast of New South Wales, 
if cross-country lines are established. It appears to me 
very probable that in this district many industries would 
spring up as a result of this line, that are quite impossible 
without it. J am aware that the Se between Tabulam 
and Tenterfield is not first-class from a farming point of 
view, but there ave large areas off the present main road 
which would Le very useful for fruit-growing, and at 
present there are large numbers of cattle grazing on it. Tt 
is quite safe to say that the worst of this country is visible 
from the road. The number cf cattle and horses in this 
north-eastern corncr of the State is over 517,000. The 
pe te of butter for 1922 was equal in value t0 
£2,500,000, which was £1,000,000 less than the 1920-21 
season. The banana industr y last year produced £298,780. 
The deposits in Ballina, Casino, Lismore, and Murwillumbah 
branches of the Governm ent Savings Bank amounted in 
June, 1914, to £598,856, and in 1922, to £1,177,643. 
Figures from the ‘New | pacwtan Motor Compa any show “that 
durin ¢ June, July, and August, 1922, 3,147 adults and 
87 children were carried between Tiss and 'Tenter- 
field, and in Noveraber—December, 1922, and January, 
1923, 2,523 adults and 315 children. The present 
fare is 30s., which is a cut rate, owing to competition 
between the mail line ard the motor company. Previously 


it was £2, The number of licensed vehicles plying for hire 
within the municipality of Lismore is ninety-six. In 
December, 1922, and January and February, 1923, 872 
tons of chaff 875 tons potatoes, 174 tons onions, 220 tons 
bran, 402 tons pollard, and 1,141 tons tlour were shipped 
from Sydney to the Richmond, and 200 sheep per month. 
The number of boats entering the river during last year 
was 255 each way. 

1216. How are your statistics obtained ?—Some are 
from the last report of the Lismore Chamber of Commerce, 
of which I am a member. The figures regarding sheep 
were supplied by the local representative of the North 
Coast Company, the number of licensed vehicles from the 
records of the municipal council, and the bank figures from 
the local manager. 

1217. You are supporting the construction of a line 
right through to Tentertield 2—Yes. 

1218. What industries do you anticipate: would spring 
up in the district if it were built?—When the cattle 
business revives I think there will be a great deal of 
canning done on the coast. ‘There will be tanneries and 
boot and leather factories. As proof one of the most suc- 
cessful boot factories in the State is at Glen Innes. IT 
believe the policy later on will be to develop those industries 
away from the capital. 

1219. What portion of the land on the proposed route 
is suitable for fruit-growers ?—Anywhere in the higher 
altitudes between Drake and Tenterfield. 

1220. How do you regard the suggestion that the line 
should be deviated from Tabulam to serve Bonalbo and the 
Dyraaba soldier settlement ?—I think that would be the 
better route, because it would serve a large scope of good 
country. 

1221. Chairman. | For your shipping statistics you take 
Ballina as the port of entry and clearance 7—Yes. 


Louis Ferdinand Benaud, Mayor of Coraki, sworn and 


examined :— 
1222, Chairman.| What is your occupation?—I am a 


newspaper proprietor. I know the route of the proposed 
railway fairly well from Tenterfield to Casino. The district 
is very rich in timber, but in the absence of a line it would 
be hardly possible to get it to market in a payable way. 
In my opinion it is too heavy for handling by motor traftic 
—I speak particularly of hardwood. About Drake there 
is some of the finest ironbark and spotted gum in the State, 
and it is within easy reach of the proposed line. I also 
think that Drake has a future as a mining centre, but full 
development can never take place unless a line is built to 
get the ore to market. In addition I consider the carriage 
of chaff and hay would be a big factor in making the line 
pay. Nothing of that kind is grown on the Pichmond. 
All our chaff and hay now comes by boat, and the freight 
is very expensive. There would also be considerable tratlic 
in fruit. We are served largely in the season with apples 
from Tenterfield ; and that all the land in question is suit- 
able for closer settlement is borne out by what has been 
produced along it. The finest oranges I ever ate were 
grown at Tabulam. I believe the construction of a railway 
would cause tremendous development in dairying. ‘The line 
will serve as far as Inverell, and certainly as far as Glen 
Innes, I do not look upon this asa riv +1 to the Guyra-Coff’s 
Marbonr line ; I think both are necessities in the interests 
of development. 

1223. In what way is the district of Coraki interested 
in the construction of this line?—Simply because we would 
be able to get hay and chaff that way by a very much 


shorter and cheaper route than at present, and would Le 


able to get our stuff away. 

1224. Would there be a continuous demand from year to 
year on the part of farmers in the Coraki district for that 
class of produce?—Yes, There ig no produce of the kind 
grown here. There is something in the conditions tha’ 
does not favour the production of chaff. You cannot cure 
lucerne hay; the leaves will all leave it, and it will not 
keep like the Hunter River lucerne, 
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1225. What produce would there be as back-loading to 
the main northern line?—I think the sugar industry on 
this river is on the eve of a big forward movement. T 
believe there will be great development in the growth of 
cane and the manufacture of sugar. There is always an 
interchange of products between country like the tableland 
and the seaboard here. The passenger traffic would be 
greatly increased. At the present time people motor from 
Tenterfield and Drake to the sea at Evans’ Head during 
holiday season, and with railway facilities that traffic 
would extend, 

1226. Do you agree that because of the extreme humi-. 
dity of the summer climate here and consequent enerva:: 
tion, if this line were constructed the mountains from 
Tenterfield to Glen Innes wouid be resorted to as a kindof 
sanitarium for people who were ‘run down”?—L am 
inclined to think so. Mies 

1227, Have you noticed that the climate has an enerva 
ting effect upon the people?—Yes. People are up there 
to-day to my knowledge for the very purpose you refer to. , 

1228. Is it particularly noticeable in the case of women ? 
—I cannot say, but I believe there would be a bigger 
cxodus of people during the trying times of the year from: 
here to the higher country. icy 

1229. According to an official statement the mining 
industry at Drake has practically ceased to exist ;—are you 
sufficiently conversant with the mining possibilities of that 
area to express an opinion on that?—No. I would not. 
speak against a statement like that, except that I am satis- 
fied from what has keen won from Drake and is to-day 
going on in a small way- that the line would give a great 
impetus to the industry. 

1230, The impression conveyed is that the minefield has 
become worked out?-—-I do not think that is so by any’ 
means. 

1231. If it were sufhciently good in days gone by to 
attract a large population, why has the industry to-day, 
practically ceased to exist?!—Largely on account of the. 
difficulty in the transit of ore. ; 

1232. Is there a considerable difference between the cost 
of transit in the old days and the cost to-day !—Yes, The’ 
cost is very much higher to-day and so are wages. a 

1233. dfn. Doe.] What are the rentals of land in Coraki?: 
—They run from 30s. to £2 5s. per acre. 

1234. What would be its capacity for milking-stock ?— 
The average holding would carry two beasts per acre—agri- 
cultural land that has been cultivated; some is carrying 
a good deal more. 

1235. What is grown there ?--Maize, potatoes, and 
sugarcane. The biggest production of potatoes on the 
North Coast, excepting Ulmarra, is at Swan Bay. } 

1236. Where do you market your potatoes ?—In Sydney, 
Brisbane, Lismore, and o:her district towns. 

1237. The carriage here from Coraki should not be a 
very large item ?—It costs almost as much to send here as 
to Sydney. 

1238, Seeing you have potaioes to export, it would hardly 
be necessary for Lismore people so get them from Guyra !— 
They get a lot from Sydney as well. The sumer potatoes 
are the only crop we have as a rule. 

1239. It is only for part of the year that you need to 
impcrt potatoes?—No, they come by every boat. We do 


not grow nearly enough for our own consumption. The 
North Cost potatoes will not keep, 2nd as svon as they 


are dug they are sent to Syduey. 

1240. During what length of time would you be able to 
supply a town like L’smore 1—Perhaps for three months. 

1241. They would have to get potatoes elsewhere for 
nine months of the ycar?—That is about correct. 

1242. Would any of your production be likely to pass 
over tle ralway if it were built ?—I should think sugar 
and a proportion of maize would. 

1343. But you have water carriage to Sydney 1—Yes. 


1244. Is sugar refined at Coraki?—-No, it goes to Pyr- 


mont for that purpose. 

1245. 
we could for certain purposes. Sugar is a commodity that 
wonld help to freight the railway. 


You could not distribute that ?--Certain classes « 
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1246. Where would you cart it?—To Lismore or perhaps 
by a branch line from Coraki. 

1247. Would that bea commercial proposition as against 
sending it by water?—I think they would get it more 
cheaply from Lismore to Tenterfield than from Sydney. 
They would get a big advantage in freight over the shorter 
distance. 

1248. You do not mean sugarcane for refining !—No, I 
mean for cattle consumption. 

1249. Do you think the sugar company would send it 
out in that way and distribute it in small lots to grocers ? 
—No, but I think that within the next few years small 
mills will spring up which will cater for that class of trade. 
We have had that before. 

1250. Where is the maize sold !—Mostly to Sydney and 
Brisbane. 

1251. It goes by boat ?—Yes, 

1252. That would not assist the railway /—At times 
during the year it would pay to send maize to Tenterfield, 
and the same to Brisbane. 

1253. That would be for local consumption ?— Yes. 

1254. The bulk would go along the trade routes it follows 
now !—_Yes. 

1255. Therefore the amount going over the line would 
be small in proportion to the production !—Yes. 

1256. What effect would the proposed railway have on 
the rental of land?!—I do not think it would have any 
appreciable effect. 

1257. Do you think it would be a reasonable thing for 
this Committee to advise tle Government to construct that 
line, involving as it does an interest bill of £137,000 per 
annum ’—I think the development that would follow 
justifies it. 

1258. Where would the development take place ?—Right 
along the line and on feeders out from it. 

1259. Do you think any appreciable improvement can be 
made in the land between Tenterfield and Tabulam from 
the point of view of railway freight?—-I do, 

1260. Mr, Cameron,.| For what reason is the sugar- 
growing industry likely to increase?—A big deputation 
waited upon the Sugar Company within the last seven or 
eight months to urge the erection of another mill here. 
Those people signed a requisition guaranteeing a consider- 
able acreage under crop, and the Sugar Company turned 
the proposal down. In my public position T know that 
those people are now considering a proposal to establish a 
co-operative mill. They have all grown a few acres of cane 
for dairy purposes, and they find it does so well that they 
would go in for it in a more judicious way than they did 
in the old days. Then, the prices are very tempting; so I 
think that in the near future we shall see a big develop- 
ment not only on the Richmond but also on the Tweed. 

1261. Is there an inclination to go out of banana grow- 
ing and put in cane !—There are not many bananas grown 
on the Richmond. The district is too subject to frost. 

1262. Would not that affect the cane 1—There are parts 
that are immune from frost, and the break of the river 
gives an advantage. We have cane growing right through 
the year where the river cuts the frost. It withstands the 
adverse seasons, and has proved very hardy. 

1263. Is that a new kind of cane ?—There are new kinds 
always coming in. They have some canes that are pretty 
well immune from frost now. There is an experiment 
farm at the Broadwater Mill where they keep making 
experiments. 

1264. Sugarcane would be a very profitable crop ?—It 
would. 


George James Elliott, farmer and auctioneer, Lismore, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1265. Mr. Cameron.| You have a statement to make 
with regard to the proposed railway ?—Yes. I am an 
auctioneer, carrying on business in Lismore. The main 
factor in considering the proposed railway is that it will 
serve a population of about 80,000 people in this district 
with commodities that cannot be produced locally owing 
to the climatic vonditions, such as beef, mutton, potatoes, 


fruits, flour, lucerne, and hay, all of which can be produced 
in the inland country. The coastal district, on the other 
hand, can return to the inland districts commodities 
which they cannot produce, thereby saying the enormous 
expense of sending the several commodities long rail 
journeys to Sydney and back. This inter-district trade 
would induce the producer to stay on the land from which 
he would get a reasonable return from his labour instead 
of drifting to the cities. Considering potatoes, this crop 
can only be produced profitably in about three districts in 
New South Wales, viz., the southern tableland, the dis- 
trict between Millthorpe and Orange, and the northern 
tableland at such places as Guyra. I have had forty 
years of experience in this district, and I maintain that 
we cannot grow potatoes or lucerne for the market here 
successfully ; indeed the producer would be lucky if he got 
the value of his seed back again. We were paying in 
Lismore £2 5s. per bag for potatoes when they were at 
18s. per bag on the tableland. What a charge on the 
public this means may be gathered from the fact that one 
business firm in Lismore sells 100 tons of potatoes per 
month. We cannot rear good beef cattle or sheep, The 
district is purely a dairy-cow district. Lucerne is one of 
the best fodders that can be given to dairy cows, and 
farmers can afford to give up to £5 per ton for lucerne 
and then make a profit by feeding it to their milking cows. 
It has been found by practical experience that even when 
there is an abundance of grass milking cows crave for 
lucerne, of which a very small quantity per day will 
increase the milk flow and keep the cows in good condition. 
Last year when I was at Inverell I was oftered lucerne for 
£3 per ton, but could not purchase as it would have had 
to be sent a rail journey of 100 miles to Moree, then 413° 
miles to Sydney, and thence by boat to Lismore, a distance 
of about 400 miles; but when I returned to Lismore I 
found that this fodder was selling at £12 per ton. The 
estate from which I could have obtained lucerne at £3 per 
ton produced 2,500 tons in 1916. The probable cost of 
railage from Inverell to Lismore, if the connecting line 
were built, would be about 15s. This season lucerne has 
been rotting in the paddocks in Inverell and elsewhere 
while here the price has reached £14 per ton, which, of 
course, would prohibit a dairyman from buying. One pro- 
duce inerchant in Lismore, when asked how much lucerne 
he was selling, replied about 50 tons a year, but he 
believed he could sell 1,050 tons if he could obtain it at a 
reasonable price from the tablelands, which is an obvious 
argument for the construction of the line. There is great 
loss at the present time through lack of cheap fodder for 
stock. I may mention that in 1921, the year of the floods 
here, I paid £13 10s, per ton for lucerne hay, which I 
traced to a place called Canowindra, and ultimately to the 
grower, and [ found that he only received £1 per ton net 
for it, and shortly afterwards he gave up growing lucerne 
for hay as the cost of pressing and bailing was 15s. per 
ton. The foregoing remarks apply to other cattle feed 
such as chaff, oats, wheat, and bran. Official figures show 
that the production of butter and bacon by the North 
Coast Co-operative Company alone in 1921-22 fell off by 
£1,000,000 in value from the figures of 1920-21. I 
estimate that about half that loss could have been averted 
if cheap fodder had been available. This season, compar- 
ing March, 1923, with March, 1922, we find a shortage of 
467 tons, which represents in cash about £84,000. TI con- 
tend that the whole cost of the railway would soon be 
paid on the North Coast alone, by increased yields, if 
cheap fodder were available. 

1266. What was the name of the estate producing lucerne 
at £3 per ton ?—Arawatta. 

1267. You say beef cattle cannot be produced here !— 
No, they are all dairy cattle, aud it is always understood 
that beef cattle are not dairy cattle. I am speaking of the 
Lismore district and out towards the cvast. 

1268. It would be much easier if beef cattle were pro- 
duced on the Upper Clarence to get them from there rather 
than from the tableland ?—I do not think there is sufficient 
raised there. My experience is that the majority of beef 
cattle come from the tableland and the south of Queensland, 
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1269. What difference would this railway make to lucerne 
at Canowindra?—We would not have to send to Cano- 
windra for it but would send to the tableland. 

1270. Is the tableland a big producing centre ?—1 think 
so, I have seen hundreds of acres of it there. 

1271. Do you know the country between here and 
Tabulam ?—Yes, very well. 

1272. What do you think of the suggested deviation of 
the line from Casino through Bonalbo !—I regard that as 
the best route, but personally I do not eare which way the 
railway goes. 

1273. Do you think it would open up better country that 
way ‘—I do not say that, but there is a good road along the 
proposed route, and such a deviation would serve the 
country where the roads have not been formed, and I think 
the settlers there ought to be considered. 

1274. Mr. Burke.| You say that potatoes were selling on 
the tableland at 18s. per bag and at £2 5s. here ;—what 
quantity is there in a bag ?—Between | ewt. and 1} ewt. 

1275. Do you know the freight from Tenterfield here on 
a bag of potatoes?—By motor I understand it is pretty 
heavy. 

1276. From which part of the tableland would you get 
lucerne if the railway were constructed ?— About Inverell. 

1277. What is your opinion of this district for growing 
lucerne !—I say without fear of contradiction that we can- 
not grow lucerne in this district. I have tried it repeatedly 
on various classes of soil and in various situations ; and 
while you may get a catch crop the first year, after that it 
is not worth keeping in the ground. I tried it at Bexhill 
on possibly some of the finest land on the Richmond River, 
and I say positively it cannot be grown successfully there. 

1278. For what period did you try it?—I kept the 
paddock under lucerne for three or four years. 

1279. Is Casino in a better position to grow lucerne ?— 
There might be little pockets there in which they could 
grow it, but not to any extent. 

1280. The statement has been made that if lucerne were 
available at £5 per ton, many owners of cows would feed 
them on lucerne all the year round ;—do you disagree with 
that ?—When a cow looks for it, it will in small quantities 
help to maintain milk and keep her in good condition. In 
the paspalum grass there is not what the animal requires. 
My experience is that if a cow were in grass up to her 
knees she would go for lucerne. 

1281. Mr. Doe.] Have you had lucerne from Cano- 
windra?!—What I bought at £13 10s. per ton came from 
there. 

1283. In what year ?—In 1921—flood time. 

1283, Which way did that reach you?—It came up by 

“boat. It had been railed to Sydney. 

1284, If you had had this railway which way would that 
lucerne have come !—By sending direct from the grower to 
the consumer you do away with all handling by other 
people. 

1285. Could you not buy direct from the grower at 
Canowindra /—Apparently they do not know of our exist- 
ence here. 

1286. Is it reasonable to assume that 70 to 75 per cent. 
of the dairy-farmers in this district are tenant-farmers ?— 
No. We have sharefarmers here. They would not be 
ealled tenant-farmers. 

1287. They do not. purchase the land!—No, they go on 
it to get what they can out of the turnover. 

1288, But they have no security of tenure ?—No. 

1289. Does not that militate very much against the pro- 
duction of the district? No, From my own experience, it 
is the other way about. If you cannot get a man to grow 
fodder you get rid of him; if you can, you keep him. Once 
they have made enough out of a farm to get one of their 
own, they lease a farm. 

1290. What is the usual rental about Lismore for decent 
dairying land?!—From 30s, to £2 per acre. 

1291. What would be the capital value of that land 1—I 
reckon it on a 5 per cent. basis; but I am sorry to say 
the ‘district has gone ahead of that by leaps and’ bounds 
as far as the capital value is concerned, 


1292, For what could a man purchase land here now 
which would be classed as reasonably good dairying 
country !—He would have to pay up to £40 and £50 per 
acre for the best and from £18 to £20 for second-class 
lands. 

1293. Mr. Drummond.| Have you gone into the question 
of obtaining surplus fodder from the tableland ?— From 
inquiries I made recently, we could have got any amount 
of it. Tenders were called in one of the tableland papers 
for 700 acres cut on halves. I would have jumped at it 
myself if it had been possible to get it here. : 

1294. What do you consider a reasonable price at which 
to purchase fodder in Lismore?—From £3 to £5. The 
grower on the tableland said he would be quite pleased to 
get £3 per ton for it, which, allowing 15s, for cartage here, 
would mean £3 15s. to us. I personally know the man 
on Arawatta estate, and he offered me all he had in his 
barn. He would have put it in bags or baled it, and I 
could have got all he had at £3 per ton. He had lucerne 
nearly ready to be cut and had no room for it, so he wanted 
to get rid of what was in the barn. He also said that if I 
preferred green lucerne I could have it when it was ready. 

1295. You say you have paid up to £14?-Yes, and 
would willingly have bought two or three tons more, but I 
could not get itin time. It was during a flood, and if I 
had had lucerne I could have saved a lot of cattle I had to 
kill. J consider that facilities for transport ought to be 
ahead of the demand. 


John Storey, retired master mariner, Coraki, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1296. Mr. Mahony.| What statement have you to make 
with regard to the proposal before the Committee —I came 
to this district in 1886, and found it a vast forest, except 
at Alstonville. I found some of the finest people in the 
world engaged in cutting down the big scrub. They got 
very prolific crops, but had no markets, and after all their 
difficulties they had to sell maize at 1s. 6d. per bushel, and 
other things in proportion. This went on until 1892. On 
account of being the company’s representative, I had to go 
on to the farms and see what crops were in sight, and what 
export there would be for the Sydney market, and I was 
often much grieved to see the difficulties the families had. 
About 1892 we got the railway, and it acted like magic on 
the district. We got the breakwater about the same time, 
and then there were good means of getting produce to 
market. The district from that day went ahead; and yet 
when that line was first mooted in Sydney a prominent 
politician said in Parliament that it would be no good— 
that it was a railway from nowhere to nowhere. The 
district has prospered until Lismore is one of the most 
progressive cities in New South Wales. There is no doubt 
in my mind that the proposed line, though it may not pay 
at first, will become payable in time to come. Between 
here and Tabulam there is a splendid opportunity for putting 
people on the land, specially returned soldiers. Although 
the land is not as good between there and Tenterfield, still 
it cannot be called bad. There is no bad land on the pro- 
posed route, and with cotton-growing and other industries 
I think there isa good prospect of the line eventually paying. 
But it should not be made a point that lines shall pay ; the 
lines should be put there first, and the paying will occur 
indirectly. The Tweed line has paid, though from a book- 
keeping point of view it may not be paying even now. The 
improvement in land values has meant revenue to the Lands 
Department if not tothe railways, and if a line has not paid 
directly it has paid handsomely indirectly. If the proposed 
line is built, there will be considerable interchange of 
commodities between this district and the tableland, 


Cunningham Henderson, grazier, Coraki, sworn, and 
examined :-— 

1297. Mr, Doe.| You desire to give evidence in support of 
the proposal before the Committee ?—Yes. From the point of 
view of the general good of the whole State we should have 
lines from the tableland to the coast, and I think the time 
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and A. E. Twohill, 26 April, 1923. 


Witnesses—C. Henderson, 20 April ; 
is ripe for a connection in this direccion It seems absurd 
to have the lines running parallel, one on the tableland and 
one on the coast, with no connection between. Many 
interchanges might be made between the two districts if 
there were connecting lines. For instance, we are hungry 
here for ripe fruit. Instead of that we get fruit that has 
been pulled green and handled all the way from Sydney up 
here. Weare hungry for flour grown in New England, 
and our stock for good hay, which we cannot grow here. 
T have been among stock all my life and handled a breed- 
ing station, which I recently sold with about 5,000 to 6,000 
head of cattle, I used to send about 1,500 head a year, 
mostly to the tableland, and a great number went to Vic- 
toria as store cattle. I always found the road from Casino 
to Tenterfield bad for travelling stock, which lost a 
tremendous amount in condition. I have also sent fat 
eattle to Sydney, but had to give it up because of the con- 
dition they lost on the way. ‘In future I take it it will be 
mostly store stock that will travel in that direction. We 
have a big surplus of cattle here, aud could well spare 
50,000 head from the Richmond watershed to-day if there 
were a market for them. If we could put cattle on the 
trucks and send them straight to the fattening paddock in 
the Hunter, instead of their being driven from here to 
Tenterfield ; they would save a month which they now 
take to recover from the journey before starting to fatten. 
If trucked direct they would all be saved. Similarly we 
often get fat cattle from the tableland. It is not that we 
cannot fatten cattle here, but the country is overstocked 
with dairy cattle and so we have to import for the 
butchers, 

1298. With the completion of the North Coast Jine you 
will have direct communication with the Hunter district ? 
—Quite so, but it will be many years before there is a 
bridge over the Clarence. 


1300. You would only send cattle over the proposed line 
when they were bound for the west +~Yes. 

1301. What proportion would go south instead of osha 
—My experience has been that the biggest proportion went 
south, Cattle men on the tableland ‘generally get stock 
from Queensland. 

1302. The North Coast line will really relieve your dis 
trict of more than half its cattle?—Apparently yes. 

1303. In view of the high cost of the proposed line, anal 
the high rates of interest, do you think it is opportune to. 
construct it at so great an expense ?—At the present time 
from a business point of view I suppose not, but from the 
point of view of the general good of the country I think the 
sooner it comes about the better, even though it is costly. 

1304. Is the maize production in your district very great? 
—The district is not equal to the Clarence for that purpose; 
but a large quantity is grown. 

1305. And that goes mainly by boat 2 evra 

1306. Are potatoes grown in your district ?—The fret 
is that we cannot grow potatoes. The same applies to 
cold-country fruits, which we get in second-class condition. 

1307. The chief products from your district would 
maize, sugar and cattle!— Yes, and timber between here and 
Tenterfield. During the thirty-five years I have been in 
the district I believe there has been more timber destroyed | 
on the improved land than would pay for the railway to- 
day. They are still destroying beautiful timber because 
they want the land for grazing. 

1308. You have water carriage to Sydney, which is the’ 
cheapest of all forms of transit 1_Yes, but I think a good 
deal of building timber would go to the tableland if there’ 
were a railway. They get large quantities there by rail from — 
Sydney. 

1309. Would your district be able to compete in hard- 
wood with districts nearer the tableland }--N o, but a lot 


‘ 


- 1299. As far as the Hunter is concerned, your needs will of timber would go from the Bonalbo and Tabulam — 
be met when that line is completed ?—Yes, districts. : 
fo LSA) 
THURSDAY, 26 APRIL, 1923. eer 
[The Committee met at the Council Chambers, Murwillumbah. ] ebasd 
Te 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHammay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Ese. 


The Committe proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. — 


Alexander Edward Twohill, butcher and baker, Murwil!- 
lumbah, sworn, and examined : 


1310. Mr. Doe.] Have you a statement to place before 
the Committee with regard tothe proposed railw ay !—Yes. 
The bakers on the Tw eed use from 170 to 180 tons of flour 
per month. We pay £1 15s. per ton freight on it from 
Sydney. Ifa railway were constructed from Tenterfield 
we would be able to get flour from there and save practi- 
cally the whole of the freight. I understand the store- 
keepers on the Tweed also use about half that quantity of 
flour in addition, and that would all come from Tenterfield 
if the line were available. 

1311. Where do you get your mutton ?—-From Brisbane. 

1312. If there were railw ay communication with the 

tableland would you get it from there?—_I would certainly. 
- 1313, Is there much trade done here in bran and pol- 
lard ?—I do get a few tons oceasionally. I am farming. 
There is a fair quantity used. ‘ 

1314. Mr. Makony.] What is the price of flour here !— 
The same as in Sydney; £11 10s. per ton she freight 
added. 

1315. Mr. Cameron.| In what way would it be cheaper 
to bring it from the tableland than from Sydney, seeing 
that heer is the same price everywhere haf ees the 
tableland mills must compete with the city mills. They 


must sell at the same price and lose the difference in freight 
between here and Sydney. 


Witiiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drusaonn, Esq. 


1316. Where would the flour come from that is used by — 
millson the tableland?—It would be grown onthe tableland, © 
' 1317. Is wheat grown there for grain /—I think so, be 7 
it would not be very far from Glen Innes or Tamworth. . 

1318. What you would have to compete against is ie 
freight from there as against freight from Sydney or New-. 
castle?—Yes, but the mill has already to pay inser : 
Svan 


bone ta come to nee in any case and that is Be 
bulk of the wheat is grown !—But “ think there would bb be 


flour for ic North Coast. 
1320. nae you any knowledge as to whether N 


tis I pow that rion of the butchers cet their sheep ft (rom 
there during the cold months. In the hot months they 
have to get them from Brisbane. “3 
1321. You do not know whether the sheep you get are. 
fattened cn the tableland or not ?—No. te 
1322. Mr. Travers.| Are your sheep travelled tron Bris- 
bane or do they come by rail ?—They are killed in Brisbane, 
and the carcases are sent by train to Tweed Heads and on 
ee by the river boat. 
323. Do you get any sheep via Byron Bay /—Very few. 
ear How does flour come here ?—Practically all by j 
steamer to Byron Bay. 


= 
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Witnesses— A. E. Twohill, F. W. Stuart, and S8, W. England, 26 April, 1923. 


1525. Do you get any via Tweed Heads ?—Occasionally ; 
but it costs a little more on account of the extra insurance. 
There is not the same risk at Byron Bay. © 

1326. Are steamers running continually to the Tweed? 
—They are very irregular. One has recently Leen held up 
for three weeks in the river. 


Frederick William Stuart, auctioneer and valuator, 
Murwillumbah, sworn, and examired :-— 


1327. Mr. Drummond.| Do you support the ropcsal 
before the Committee?—I do. J am in favour of any pro- 
posal for railway connection between the tableland and the 
coast. It would open up the country, give facilities for 
shipping, bring the coast in touch with the interior, and 
allow of exchanges of products. 

1328. You are secretary of the Tweed Hiver Fruit- 
growers’ Association !— Yes. 

1329. What fruits wou'd be exchanged with the table- 
land’—We would distribute 1,500 cases per week for 
consumption in those higher areas, and the fruit-which 
would come here from the tableland if they could produce 
if would about equal that amount. We can produce 
winter tomatoes and tropical fruits. 

1330. Have you any experience of otner forms of agri- 
eultural or pastoral pursuits!—Yes ; I am connected with 
the stock business and was brought up on the land. 

1331. From that point of view what further argument 
can you adyance for a Casino-Tenterfield railway connec- 
tion ?—I think it would be justified. And it is not only 
the traffic which could be reckoned upon to-day; it is 
what would follow from the construction of a line. 

1332. Have you any reason to believe there would Le a 
continual movement of stock between the coast and the 
tableland?---I do believe there would. Considerable 
dealings have taken place between Casino and tbe northern 
rivers, notwithstanding there is an area of cattle country 
through which they have to be driven. The trade was 
stopped to some extent by the tick, but even with the tick 
restrictions, if a line were constructed we should not 
experience nearly the difficulty or danger in the transport 
of stock, and the amount of stock travelling to the table- 
land would be considerable. [From the western country 
during drought times cattle could come to the coast and we 
could sell our surplus stock there. 

1333. There has been an increase in the popularity of 
the northern beaches during recent years!—Yes, that is 
undoubted. 

1334. And even under motor traffic conditions there has 
been a passing to and fro of people between the western 
districts and the tableland?—Yes. People even come from 
Toowoomba and Brisbane to the North Coast beaches. 

1335. Any argument you advance is not so much in fayovr 
ofthe Casino—Tenterfield line as in favour of a line giving 
access between the tableland and the coast ?—That is so. 

1336. Do you consider the proposed line the best route 
for that connection to take ?—-I do not. 

1337. Why ?—Because there is another route which 
would open up very much better country, a bigger area, 
and would serve more people. 

1338. What route is that ?—From Queensland, practically 
confined to the Clarence valley. 

1339, You mean the line recommended by the Land 
Development Committee from Grafton through Bonalbo 
and Acacia Creek {— Yes. 

1340. Would you regard that as a line connecting the 
tableland with the coast?—Yes. It would link up the 
country and pass through an area which is practically 
developed, and which would carry a very much larger 
population than would be served by the other route. 

1341. It would connect with the table!and system at 
‘Warwick ?—Pretty well. It must follow that if that con- 
nection were made several other links would be constructed. 
The New South Wales railway map shows that. 

1342. Wou'd it not be a very roundabout way of reach- 
ing the coast to have to send Inverell products to Warwick 
aud back to Grafton via Killarney ?--No. You ask me as 
to the importance of linking up the tableland with the 


coast. I say that it is the most important link that could 
be made. My point is that if that connection were made 
the whole of the people in the north of New South Wales 
who would be benefit-d by it would have to send their 
products as far rorth as Warwick to gain the benefit of 
that line to the coast. 

1343. You say it would benefit a greater population. 
What towns would it more particularly serve as opposed to 
a line further sonth 2—I never advocate the constrnction of 
a line to serve a town. I advocate it for the development 
of the country. 

1344. Your opinion is that a line running up the 
Clarence Valley would make for greater development 
than one from Tenterfield to Casino?—Yes. Even the 
transportation of goods through Warwick to reach here 
would be preferable to sending them via Sydney. 

1345. Mr. Travers.| Do you think a line is jestifid 
from any point on the Great’ Northern line to any point 
on the Noitb Coast line, and if so, which points !—I have 
not gone into that, but I do say some connection is 
absolutely necessary. My travel in Queensland proves 
beyond doubt that ccnnection between the interior and 
the coast at as many points as possible is beneficial. 

1346. Then you are net advocating a line from the table- 
land to the coast /—Yes, I am. 

1347. You assume that this line from Grafton through 
Bonalbo and Acacia Creek would bring into touch the 
tablelund and the coast !—Yes, that is tableland country. 

1348. It would lnk up with our tableland railway 
system ?—No. J am not in favor of confining it within 
the borders. I do not say ours alone should be served. 

1349. If there is to be any interchange of products from 
between Tenterfield and Guyra and the coast, how would 
it get here with your proposal?—It would not come here 
at all. It would come by the same route as to-day ; so we 
would be no worse off. 

1350. And no ltetter?—Yes, decidedly. We would 
have those goods which go to Sydney now from that 
direction, and which are not produced because the land 
is not tilled. 

1351. You mean that goods now going to Sydney would 
go by the line you advocate to the border, tranship to 
Warwick on the Queensland gauge, and then come back 
here !—I do not say that at all. They would go to Sydney 
by the present route. 

1352. Another proposal recommended by the Land 
Development Committce was that in addition to the line 
you advocate, a railway shouid be built from Casino via 
the Dyraaba Soldier Settlement to Bonalbo. That would 
form part of a line between Casino and Tenterfield. Do 
you care to offer an opinion with regard to that?—I take 
that as the proposed scheme, and I say it would be neces- 
sary ; and because of the construction of my proposed line 
those links would follow, and it would not be very long 
from the construction of that line to the connection with 
Tenterfield. 

1353. Can you express an opinion as to the land between 
Casino and Tenterfield —Yes, it is not much good. 

1354. You know the country between Casino and 
Bonalbo ?—Yes, it is grazing country. Certain areas will 
carry a beast to 8 acres. The general carrying capacity 
would be about 3? acres to the beast right through. 

1355. Mr. Drummond.| In considering the proposal from 
Grafton to Killarney better for the purpose of opening up 
country, have you in view the necessity fur developing a 
port at the terminal point ?—With tle construction of a 
railway you have at the present time Coffs Harbour—not 
a great distance from Grafton. That is now being de- 
veloped and the railway is connected with it. Then from 
Casino we have Byron Bay, 


Sidney Willis England, sawmiller and timber merchant, 
Murwillumbah, sworn, and examined :-— 


1356. Ir. Mahony.| What evidence do you wish to place 
before the Committee !—It is with regard to the shipment 
of pine timber from here to Sydney. Yor the past. twelve 
months the following timber has been sent to Sydney by 
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Witnesses—S. 
North-Coast boats, and Langley Bros. :—Sawn pine, 405,000 
fe+t, weighing 675 tons, the freight on which at 5s. 6d. per 
100, or 33s. per ton, was £1, 100; and pine, beech, and 
tar logs 350,000 ass weighing 700 tons, the freight on 
which at 6s. per 100, or 30s. per ton, was £1,000, In 
addition there were sleepers, sawn hardwood decking, and 
some hewn softwood flitches—100 tons, the freight on 
which was £156. The total was 1,475 tons, the sea freight 
on which was £3,250. During the earlier part of the 
period named, owing to Tweed bar trouble, it was necessary 
to send timber away by rail. It went from here to Lismore, 
and was shipped there by North Coast and other boats. 
The estimated quantity was 150,000 super. feet, or 250 
tons. The rail freight was 11s. 8d. per ton plus 10 per 
cent. Therefore the whole of the timber sent away during 
the past twelve months amounted to between 1,600 and 
1,70U tons. The rail freight from Tenterfield to Sydney is 
£1 12s. 5d. per ton. From Casino to Tenterfield I estimate 
it at 16s., and with freight at this end 12s. 10d. the total 
railway freight rate would be £3 1s. 3d. A deputation of 
timber men generally waited on the Chief Railway Com- 
missioner in Sydney on the 6th of this month asking for 
concessions in connection with storage charges at Lismore 
which are necessary on account of timber not always 
arriving to time through boats not being there to meet 
it, &c. We were told in the course of the interview that 
the loss on this line, and the necessity for the 10 per cent. 
impost, is largely caused by the fact of the line being 
isolated ; and that later on when the system was connected 
with the main lines it was possible that that 10 per cent. 
would be removed. If that comes about the through rate 
will presumably be something on the basis of the rate from 
Sydney to Tenterfield ; and working that out on a mileige 
basis I estimate it at 481 miles to Tenteniend, 86 to Casino, 
and 62 on here. On the basis of the through rate that 
would come out at 45s. per ton iustead of £3 ‘ls. 3d. Oa 
sawn pine that would be 7s. 6d. per 100, and allowing for 
the fact that the timber could be put on trucks here, 
properly tarpaulined, and sent straight through, the ad- 
vantage would be with the railway from here rather than 
having the double handling by boat and the damage caused 
by lifting it on board. On the whole it seems to me that 
the construction of a line from Casino to Tenterfield has 
every advantage for sending timber from here straight 
through by rail instead of by boat. Timber would arrive 
in Sydney in good condition and would go direct to the 
depot. 

1357. Where ds you draw your timber ?—Mainly from 
the head of the river. I am dealing entirely with pine ; it 
does not pay to send hardwood away. A little hardwood 
decking went away by boat, but more as an experiment 
than otherwise. 

1358. Assuming the North Coast line is completed within 
tvelve months will that help you /—Yes, when the Clarence 
bridge is built. The handling is the consideration. 

1359. If trucks were punted across the river would that 
suit your trade !—Possibly, but I do not know how the 
distances compare. 

1360. The North Coast route from here to Sydney would 
be shorier by 74 miles than via Tenterfield ; would not that 
be more advantageous /—Yes, possibly that line would be 
detter if it went s‘ra‘ght through. It is purely a question 
<f distance and the evidence of extra handling. 

1361. Water transit is cheaper for timber is it not ?— 
Generally it is. 

1362. When sent by boat is not timber usually landed 
at the sawmill yard !—No, in nearly ail cases it has to be 
lightered or transhipped. | Ve were told when recently in 
Sydney that it is hoped to put a railway connection along- 
side the White Bay wharf so that we can have a regular 
timber berth there. 

1363. Mr. Doe.| {t has been stated that if a railway is 
built from Casino to Tenterfield a considerable amount of 
hardwood would be sent over it to Byron Bay for shipment. 
Does ycur experience confirm 
think that would be so from Bonalbo and surrounding 
districts. 


that statement?— Yes; [ 


W. England, J. A. Goldsmid, and A. E, Budd. 26 April, 1923, 


Joseph Albert Goldsmid, medical practitioner, Murwil- 
lumbah, sworn, and examined :— : 


1364. Mr. Burke.| You desire to give evidence relative 
to the construction of the proposed railway ?—Yes. There 
are two points on which I would like to touch. One is the 
health aspect. People in these districts live in a very hot, 
moist, and enervating climate, and I think ready access to 
the bracing atmosphere of the New England district would 
be a very great advantage to them. At present they can 
get there only by mo‘or, and for convalescents or people 
with large families that is not a very convenient mode of 
travel. I think it would be an advantage also for people 
on the tableland to have ready access to the seaside, so that 
the line would be beneficial both ways. . I believe a great 
advantage would accrue also with regard to fodder required 
by farmers here. That is instanced during the year we 
have just passed through. Fodder from the tableland has 
first to pay freight to ” Sydney, then be transhipped to a 
coastal point, and then be handled again. All this handling 
makes it exceedingly costly to get fodder for cattle in time 
of stress. It has been shown that we are paying for fodder 
here nearly twice as much es it would cost on the tableland. 
The result is that we cannot afford to feed our eattle as we 
should. It is a matter of common knowledge that in New 
South Wales the production of cattle is very much below 
that in other countries. We are told that the remedy is to 
feed. We cannot afford to feed at the price fodder is when 
landed here, and this river is not very well situated for the 
growth of forage. Sugarcane is a far more valuable crop 
than fodder. Up the river there is hardly any cultivation 
at all, and in ordec to raise the production of cattle to any- 
thing like the standard of other countries ready access to 
fodder is necessary. 


1365. Have you any idea of the death-rate in this part 


of New South Wales?’—No; I do not know of separate 
statistics, but I am not thinking so much of the death-rate 
as of the benefit to general health. 

1366. Would it surprise you to know it is piithictabidally 
stated that the death-rate here is only 8 per 1,000?—That 
would not surprise me at all; but if the general health and 
eficiency of the community can be raised by easy com- 
munication with a cooler climate, that is desirable in the 
interests of the State. Prolonged residence in a warm, 
moist climate lowers the general standard of efficiency. 
The barometer is high here, and usually the rainfall is about 
70 inches. 


Arthur E, Budd, mayor of Murwillumbah, sworn, pad 
examined :— 


1367. Mr. Cameron.| You wish to make a statement 
regarding the transport of sheep to this district over the 
proposed line?—Yes, I ani an auctivneer, and have had 
experience in this town in butchering. The consumption 
of sheep in the immediate vicinity is approximately 4,000 
per annum, and butchers have continual difficulty in 
getting thera, so much so that they resort during a con- 
siderable portion of the year to bringing carcases from 
Brisbane. If there were railway connection with Tenter- 
field, I am sure the whole of the sheep used would be 
brought from the tableland. Even now, at certain times 
of the year they drove them down, but it is not satisfactory 
because the stock routes are short of grass, and by the time 
the animals get here, they are not fit to kill. I have had 
experience of bringing sheep from Sydney via Byron Bay, 
and via Tweed Heads, and it is very costly. The added 
freight makes the landed cost very high, and for that 
reason mutton is always very dear at Murwillumbah. 
Considerable losses also take place at times through the 
boats being bar-bound, or unable to get to the jetty. We 
have bad sheep bar-bound outside Tweed Heads for as long 
as ten days and a fortnight. The difficulty is a very real 
one, and one which I think a railway to the tableland 
would considerably alleviate. With regard to fruit, apples 
are all brought here from Sydney. Most of them came from 


Tasmania, and are retailed here at from 2s, to 3s. per 
dozen, or in case lots at from 12s. to 14s. The North 


Coast, from Grafton upward, would consume probably 
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Witnesses—A. E. Budd, 26 April, and A. J, Pollack, 27 April, 1923. 


1,000 cases of apples per week. On the soldier settlement 
along the line 1 see large patches of apple trees, and often 
wonder what will become of them. At times the Sydney 
market is glutted, and it seems to me a big question for 
those soldier settlers and the State to find an outlet for 
that fruit. If it could be readily brought to the coast a 
big demand for it would be found here. ; 

1368. Judging from the prices of fruit in the shop win- 
dows apples are cheaper here than in Sydney while bananas 
are dearer, how do you explain that ?—I would not attempt 
to explain it ; I only speak of facts as I know them to exist. 

1369. Do you think you would get sheep any cheaper on 
the tablelaud than anywhere else?—That has been the 
experience. 

1370. Are you aware that the tableland is not a fattening 
district for sheep !—No ; but I know the sheep are there 
for sale. 


1371. They come from the north-west !—That may be so ; 
but they can be Janded in Murwillumbah more cheaply 
than from Sydney. 


1372. If a railway cost over £2,000,000 then 4,000 sheep 
per annum would be a very small item in providing a 
return /—Yes ; but it would all help. 


1373. You know that the Homebush market governs thie 
price of stock 1—If the sheep were at Tenterfield they would 
no doubt be sold cheaper there because the freight to 
Sydney would be saved, 


1374. But they would have to get to Tenterfield 7—They 
are already there. Whenever you want to buy sheep there 
you can get them, and cheaper than in Sydney. Even in 
the summer months when it is a disadvantage to get sheep 
from Brisbane the butchers drove sheep down here from 
Tenterfield. 


FRIDAY, 21 APRIL, 1923. 


[The Committee met at Council Chambers, Grafton. | 


resent :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarrman). 


The Hon. Joun ‘TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 
Francis MicuarEL, Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Dayiy Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield _to Casino, 


Alfred John Pollack, solicitor, Grafton, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1375. Chairman.| You are President of the Grafton 
Chamber of Commerce }— Yes, and solicitor to the Clarence 
River County Council. With regard to the attitude of the 
Chamber on this matter they have on a number of occasions 
earried resolutions in favor of a project to construct a line 
of railway from Guyra to Dorrigo. I propose first to deal 
with the Teatertield-Casino proposal. From my reading of 
the newspapers I have learned that at a ve:y large public 
meeting of Richmond River representatives held at Lismore 
it was decided to support the project for a line from Casino 
to Tenterfield «nd to rely for their case upon the pamphlet 
which was issued in 1913 by Sir Thomas Ewing. On that 
aspect of the matter I would draw attention to the passage 
appearing in the introduction to the pamphlet, as follows :— 

The fact that the proposed route from Inverell via Guyra to 
Coff’s Harbour passes for four-fifths of its length through country 
unfit for closer settlement cannot change, nor can the fact be altered 
that, east from Guy Fawkes, the running road of the proposed 
railway till the junction with the coast line is effected, must remain 
for all time absulutely unfit for heavy traffic, and unsuitable for 
satisfactory or economical working. 

T would not be so much inclined to criticise the Tenterfield- 
Casino proposal if it were not that the pamphlet which was 
so well prepared by Sir Thomas Ewing, and which is 
regarded as the basis of the case for that particular connec- 
tion, contains so many references derogatory to the pro- 
posal to carry a line of railway through from Guyra to 
Dorrigo. I propose to adopt the attitude of mind that is 
exhibited in the pamphlet, and the criticism exercised by 
Sir Thomas Ewing, with regard to the Guyra-Coff’s Harbour 
connection. He compares the proposals from the point of 
view first of all of a connection from the tableland to the 
coast and secondly of a line which would assist in the open- 
ing up of country and the increase of settlement. As 
a connection with the tableland the Tenterfield-Casino pro- 
posal was inquired into by the Public Works Committee in 
1903. That body then repor'ed that it did not consider 
Tenterfield was the most suitable place on the tableland at 
which to connect that railway with the coast. In its 
report the Decentralisation Commission in 1913 quoted the 
same passage from the Public Works Committee’s report, 
Looking at the map one finds that Tenterfield is only about 
40 miles from the Queensland border and is in a corner 


of the fableland. It is very hard to understand how it 
could be thought that if there is to be only one line con- 
structed from the tableland Tenterfield is the most suitable 
point. My own impression is that the most central point 
on the tableland with which to connect the coast is Inverell. 
In conjunction with the question of a tableland connection 
with the coast it must necessarily be considered what port 
is available ; because after all if a tableland connection, 
means anything it means not that there should be merely 
an interchange of products but that there should be such 
an accretion of products to the port as would entitle it to 
have an oversea trade. It is probably because of that fact. 
that in connection with the Tenterfield-Casino proposal is 
combined also the question of improvements at Byron 
Bay. It has to be admitted first of all then that so far as 
an oversea port is concerned a line from Tenterfield to 
Casino would not have available immediately or in early 
prospect an oversea port. With regard to the question of 
whether the Tenterfeld-Casino connection is the proper line 
for inducing settlement, I would like to say first of all that 
the Decentralisation Commission reported that the country 
which could be held to be within economical access was 12 
miles on each side of the railway. Adopting that as the. 
proper criterion of criticism of this particular route of 
railway, and starting at Tenterfield we find that immedi- 
ately surrounding Tenterfield and for about 10 or 12 miles 
out there is good New England country. I am now speak- 
ing only from what I have read of the evidence that has 
been given on various occasions in connection with this 
proposal, I think that particular area should be eliminated 
because it is already within the area of influence of the 
existing railway. Coming to the more rugged portion of 
the route there seems to be an impression that until the 
line practically reaches the Clarence River valley there is 
practically no land of good quality. Certainly a large 
portion of the country beyond the distance I mentioned 
from Tenterfield is very barren indeed, and until one reaches 
Drake there is practically nothing which could be suggested 
is country that could be opened by reason of that particular 
connection. There is good dairying country around the 
Casino extremity, but that I think is sufficiently within 
the influence of the Grafton-Casino line for it to be said 
that it is already affected by railway, So that after all 
the only land that can be suggested as being immediately 
available for settlement, and of which a railway would 
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increase the settlement, is that which is sepresented by the 
land in the Clarence River valley. Let me again quote 
from Sir Thomas Ewing’s pamphlet at page 38 : 

This great area of valuable country is more than a full compensa- 
tion for the inferior land on the final approach from the good land 
on the main coastal waters to Tenterfield. ‘Chere are few lines in 
this State or elscwhere where three-fourths of the land passed 
through is good, and when in compensation for the | inferior mile 
in 4, “there” is tapped the valley of a great river which will be 
benctited by the railway for the full trading distance. 


The question then to be considered is, I think: If this is 
the particular area of country that is to be benefited by 
railway connection between Tenterfield and Casino, for how 
far is the benvfit to accrue? Adopting “the principle that 
euided the Decentralisition Comm'ssion, what I say is 
that the area of immediate benefit would be an extent of 
country on each side of this railway which would run 
diagonally across the Clarence River. I say that first of 
all because I adopt Sir Thomas Ewing’s statement insofar 
as he says that the good land is the iand in the Clarenc> 
River valley. It is quite true that in 1913 when Sir 
Thomas wrote his pamphl-t that was a very strong vecom- 
mendation indeed; but since that time and only very 
recently the official Committee on Lanl Development and 
Settlement has reported on the question of iines that would 
make land available for settlement. I take it the report of 
that body is already in evidence before this committee. 
It reported in favor of a line of railway starting from 
near Grafton, going up the whole of the Clarence valley as 
far as Acacia Creek and thence connecting with Killarney. 
The reasons in the mind of the Committee for that recom- 
mendation were that the line would gu for the whole of its 
length along the valley of the Clarence ; that it would serve 
all that excellent land that was in the valley and a part of 
that which Sir Thomas Ewine speaks of; and that in 
addition it would serve a purpose somewhat similar to 
what a tableland railway would, in that it would connect 
with the southern tablelands of Queensland, and would thus 
probably attract some trade from those districts. It would 
have the added recommendation which a tableland-coastal 
line is expected to have, and would render available 
opportunities for the interchange of products and act 
as some sort of drought relief and as security aguiinst 
drought. In connection with that report it will be 
remembered that the committee also reported that con- 
currently with the construction of that line of railway 
there should be constructed a line from Bonalbo to Casino. 
I notice that evidence has been given by a number of 
peop’e resident in the Casino district which only bears out 
what has been said t> me that practically what they are 
looking for is a railway as far as Bonalbo or Tabulam, and 
that they are not looking quite so far ahead as the table- 
land. With regard to the land that will be made available, 
it is, I think, unnecessary for me to do more than refer 
to page 3 of the official Land Development Comuinittee’s 
report, which refers to this particular proposed line of rail- 
way.. Those generally are the views I wish to express with 
regard to the Tenxterfield-Casino proposal. With regard 
to the Clarence Valley scheme, the Grafton Chamber 
of Commerce has carried resolutions in favor of its con- 
struction; and kas asked for a trial survey to be made. As 
a matter of fact, in addition to that, a reso'ution to the like 
effect was passed at the conference of Chambers of Com- 
merce of the State which was held in Sydney during Easter. 
With regard to the proposed line from Guyra to ‘Dorrigo, 
of course the position has altered very much indeed since 
the Public Works Committ e’s inquiry in 1903, the Decen- 
tralisation Commission’s report in 1911, and Sir Thomas 
Ewing’s pamphlet in 1913, The proposal now is for a line 
not from Guyra to South Grafton or Coff's Harbour, but 
from Guyra to Dorrigo, becuse the Dorrigo line is under 
construction and is nearing completion. In the meantime 
TI think it is peculiar that ‘the Government appears to have 
demonstrated what its policy is in relation to that particular 
line, by reason first of all of the fact that it has carried out 
that line of railway from Glenreagh to Dorrigo which is a 
part of the line propo ed to Guyra, and in addition has auth- 
orised the expenditure of very lavge sums of money at Coff’s 
Harbour for the purpose of making it a deep-sea port, Those 


works are now in progress, and I notice that in the report of 
the official Land Development Committee that body says 


that in making their recommendations the committee had 
re) 


in view amongst other things the port at Coffs Harbour 
now under construction, which should be completed in six 
years, capable of providing for vessels of up to 5,000 
tons. I usderstand the o!ject of the proposed works at, 
Coff's Harbor is t» provide a port which would be available 
for vessels drawing 30 feet. If that is so, it would 
surely b3 suflicient for coping with reasenable oversea 
traflic, and protably sufficient traftic for the purpose of 
carrying oversea the products from these districts. The 
ques'ioa of cost in connection with the two respective pro- 
posais would naturally have to be considered. I do not 
know what the estimated cost of the construction of a line’ 
from Guyra to Dorrigo is, but I bave seen it reported that 
the cost of the proposed | line from Tenterfield to Casino is 
about £2,500,000. It that is so, it is a very material thing 
to consider, if there is a limited amount of money ti 
expend, which is the line that would be better from both 
points of view. With regard to the question then of the 
particular point of connection between the tableland and 
the coast—because after all I think it is unnecessary to 
argue that there is some necessity for a tableland connec- 
tion which will allow the produce of the tableland to be 
brought to the coast—when one looks into that aspect of 
the matter one must look for a railway which will carry 
te produce and meet the convenience of that point on the 
tableland which is the most central. If one looks at a map 
without any other consideration Inverell seems to be the 
most central point on the tableland. Although I have 
always held the opinion that a line from the tableland to 
the coast ought to be one which started practically at the 
centre of the tableland and ran to that port which is 
directly in a line with that particular centre, still one has 
to consider the matter from the point of view of what has 
already been done in the shape of Government works in 
constructing railways towards particular points, and in the 
way of constructing harbors that will be available to carry 
the traffic. It seems to me that the most conyenient and 

the best way of connecting Inverell with the coast, which- 

ever way the railway reaches it, would be between Guyra 

and Dorrigo and thence to the coast. There may 

then be some difficulty oz difference of opimion as to 
whether, although the Government is spending a large 
sum oz money at Coft’s Har bour, the work wovld he 
sulliciently effective. If there is doubt about that aspect 
of the matter there is then the port of the Clarence which 
is equally available at a similar distance from Glenreagh. 
My own opinion so far as the question of two ports is con- 
cerned is that Coff’s Harbour has not nearly the advantages 
from either an oversea or a general trade point of view that 
the Clarence River possesses. I was for years a member of 
the Navigation Committee, which was representative of all 
the main public bodies on the river, the object of its con- 
stitution being to look after navigation matters as far as 
the Clarence River was concerned, until we found that no 
matter what we urged we could get no result, and we 
naturally suffered from a sense of ¢ -ontinued disappointment. 

We felt we were “beating the air” and concluded we could: 
find some other way in which to spend our time, with at 
all events not so much public discredit. However, with 
my experience of that, and the knowledge I obtained from 
ius reports or various engineers, and my g ‘general knowledge 
of the Clarence River I have been convinced that it 
the necessary money were available the river could be 
made an oversea port, and a, very fine one indeed. 

With regard to the further aspect of the connection from 
Guyra to Dorrigo, from the land settiement point of view, 
I have not a very great knowledge of the land between 
those places. My knowledge of the Guyra land is only 
frum reading, My knowledge of the Guy Fawkes and 
Dorrigo country has been obtained from travel through and 
from spending a month’s holiday in and around Ebor. °T was 
impressed with the quality of the land there, which would 
grow very heavy crops, principally uf potatoes, also English 
grasses and very good fruit crops entirely different from 
coastal fruit. JT was further impressed with the very large 
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areas in which those good lands were held. It was evident 
to me that so far as that particular country is concerned, if 
anybody said there was not a great deal of land that would 
be developed bya railway going through, then he would be 
speaking without knowledge. In conclusion, I would like 
to say that so far as the question of the interchange of 
products is concerned, there are many things grown at the 
Dorrigo and Guyra that would come from there to the coast, 
and for which there would be a ready sale in this district. 1t 
would then have the advantage of having its market not 
only in a district which has Coff’s Harbour for its centre, 
buv it would have a well-settled district like the Clarence, 
and also at the cost of a little extra freightage, the Rich- 
mond and Tweed Rivers for its market. So far as the 
market at present available here for produce of that kind 
is concerned, that is in my opinion only a small market in 
comparison to what it will be in the future ; because in this 
district we feel that the Clarence River is on the eve of 
great development. Wehave justcompleted arrangements 
for the carrying out of the Ny mboida hydro-electric scheme, 
by means of which cheap power will be available in the 
towns and throughout tLe rural districts of the Clarence 
River ; and, in addition, there are availab!e, when the 
necessary money can be obtained, very large hydro-electric 
resources in the Clarence River district. There isa proposal 
to generate from 20,000 to 30,000 horse-power as a minimum 
at Jackadgery, at an estimated cost of £700,000. That 
is a proposal that was considered at the large conference of 
sixty-two local governing bodies held at Armidale only a few 
months back, which was called by the Inverell Chamber of 
Commerce. <A resolution was passed there, which was after- 
wards confirmed by the Chambers cf Commerce conference 
in Sydney, asking the Government to employ competent 
consulting engineers to draw up a scheme with plans and 
estimates so that those local governing bodies could get 
together in the form of a county council and carry out the 
scheme. There is no doubt that if such plans were avail- 
able, and those bodies put in a position to say, ‘It is going 
to cost so much,” there would be no difficulty whatever in 
getting a county council formed which would without any 
eall on the Government at all be able to carry ous the 
entire scheme. ‘The materiality of that is that that par- 
ticular proposal did not emanate from the Clarence River 
at all, but from the Inverell Chamber of Commerce, which 
called that conference together, In addition to that par- 
ticular scheme tuere is a further proposal, known as the 
Gorge hydro-electric scheme, which Dr, Earle Page has 
spoken so much about, whereby as much as 100,000 
horse-power could be developed. These are elements 
generally, I think, in connection with a proposal to connect 
the tableland with the coast; because, after all, the 
ultimate conncction, if other things are equal, ought to 
be at a place where the people on the tableland will be 
attracted with their goods and have a very solid market 
for them when they go there. 

1376. Mr. Travers.) So far as you know, was it contem- 
plated, when the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo was passed, 
that at some future time the line would go right on to 
Guyra /—That was certainly the impression in this district. 

1377. From the evidence contained in the Chief Com- 
missioner’s report which was placed before this Committee 
in connection with the Tenterfield-Casino proposal, it 
appears the Railway Commissioners have not yet deter- 
mined where a port is going to be established ?—That may 
be the Railway Commissioner’s view, but I have yet to learn 
that the Commissioners speak on behalf of the Government, 

1378. Will you summarise what, in your opinion, are the 
advantages which the Guyra-Dorrigo has over the Tenter- 
field-Casino proposal ?!—First of all, that it will be of more 
use to a greater portion of the tableland, because it 
would connect it with a reasonable portion of the central 
part of the tableland ; whereas the ‘Tenterfield-Casino pro- 
posal is different in that respect. Tenerfield is in the 
extreme north of t! e State and the area it would benefit is 
within the influence of Queensland. So far as the develop- 
ment of land and the :et:lement that may take place 
because of the construction of the Guyra-Dorrigo line are 
concerned, the country which the line would traverse is 
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very much better fitted for development and settlement 
than that surrounding the Tenterfield-Casino line ; and so 
far as the latter is concerned, a fair portion of the land 
that would be benefited could be as easily served by a line 
from Bonalbo to Casino. 

1379. Leaving out of consideration whatever advantages 
may accrue from a connection between the main Northern 
line and a point on the North Coast line, whether via Ten- 
terfield or via Guyra, and looking at the line purely in the 
interests of land settlement and the best returns to the 
State, which of these proposals, in your opinion, best fills 
the bill?—From the point of view entirely of land settle- 
ment I think there is no qrestion that the Grafton-Upper 
Clarence line to Killarney has the most land immediately 
available and the best country. 

1380. Mr. Drummond.| Can you give any indication, so 
far as this district is concerned, of the products that would 
be exchanged between the tableland and the coast ?—The 
fruits grown on the tableland are English varieties. Those 
are not grown on the coast, whereas down here such fruits as 
bananas, pineapples and other tropical varieties are pro- 
duced. Wheat is not grown on the coast, but it is on the 
tableland. Maize is grown more profusely on the coast than 
on the tableland. Sugarcane is not produced on the table- 
land; and potatoes grown there generally come in in the 
winter time, and the conditions are such that potatoes can 
be kept in the ground all through the winter and preserved 
in that way. 

1381. Do you know whether any of the merchants on the 
tableland towns at the present time have goods shipped at 
Grafton and taken overland to those towns?—Yes. Asa 
matter of fact, within the last two years, and continuously 
during that time, we have had a regular traftic between 
South Grafton and Glen Innes, There is what is known 
as the ‘ New State” lorry—a motor vehicle of substantial 
capacity—which carries very considerable traffic. Fruit and 
chaff are brought down, and the principal articles taken back 
are merchandise for the Glen Innes stores, which it is found 
cheaper to bring that way. They can be brought to the 
Clarence River, unshipped at South Grafton, handled again 
and taken up by motor lorry and landed cheaper in Glen 
Innes than by train direct from Sydney. 

1382. Do you think it reasonable to assume that if a 
tablelan‘l connection is provided at some point on the coast 
there will be a considerable cress-country trade of that 
character ?—There is no doubt at all about it. 

1383. It has been stated in evidence that if the proposed 
line were constructed there would be considerable holiday 
traffiz between the tableland and the beaches. Is there 
such a traffic at the present time of any importance ?— 
There is a very large traffic indeed. The Clarence beaches 
ave very popular in the west as far as Moree, Inverell, and 
Glen Innes. People regularly take their holidays on the 
Clarence River. Conversely, people from the Clarence River, 
living in a humid climate, find that the best holiday they 
can spend is on the New England tableland, because the 
air is different in character and seems to do them more 
good than even a seaside holiday. 

1384. Is there likely to be a considerable increase in 


. that traffic if railway facilities are afforded ?—There can be 


no doubt of it. 

1385. Do you think the rather expensive motor trip is 
some bar at present to a greater volume of traftic?—Not 
only that, but there is the inconvenience of motor travel to 
families with luggage. 

1386. Have the people at Grafton who are interested in 
railway connection had any expert opinion on the question 
of using hydro-slectricity for the purpose of negotiating the 
steep grades between the tableland and the coast ?—We 
have had no actual opinion on the matter, but it has been 
my business, because I had a good deal to do with the for- 
mation of the Clarence County Council, and that body is 
to inquire into the uses and effect of electrical energy. 
The expression that engineers use regarding. electricity as 
affecting railways, is that electricity “laughs at grades.” 
That is to say, the steepness of a grade is minimised where 
electricil traction is available. That is why I think that 
when the hydro-elestrie pos-ibil ties of the Clarence River 


‘are developed it will not be long bef 
‘tion with Glen Innes by electric train. 
with regard to that particular line is the steepness of the 
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before there is a connec- 
The only difficulty 


grade—outside of the character of the country it would 
pass through. The following is an extract from the report 


‘of the Decentralisation Commission :— 


The extension to Guyra of the Dorrigo-Glenreagh line, the 


construction of which has been approved, has more merit as a 


connection between the coast and the tableland than the Tenterfield- 
Casino or Glen Innes-Grafton proposals. It would open up good 
country en route, facilitate communication between the North Coast 
and the New England tableland, and, in the event of the Guyra- 


. Inverell line being constructed, with the country also to the west- 


_ ward. 


It would promote an interchange of products, to which 
importance has always been attached, and assist in the movement 
of troops from the New England district to a central position on 


. the North Coast, should necessity arise. 


It might be of use if I were to explain the present posi- 


‘tion with regard to the distribution of hydro-electricity on 


the Clarence. The present scheme is to develop 1,800 horse- 


‘power from the waters of the Nymboida, a tributary of the 


Clarence River. That scheme was authorised by Parliament 


‘in 1919, but the Government was from time to time unable 
‘to find the money, and ultimately a scheme was devised to 


‘in Grafton, into a County Council. 


form six of the local governing bodies, having thei centre 
That County Council 


-was eventually constituted, and has taken up the respon- 


sibility of carrying out the Nymboida hydro-electric scheme. 
It has made arrangements to borrow £100,000 from 


‘the Commonwealth Bank and was able to get certain 


‘amendments made in the Local Government Act which the 
‘ Committee may remember was before Parliament recently, 


whereby very reasonable financial arrangements can be 


made by County Councils for the carrying out of under- 
-takings such as this—trading undertakings which are 


revenue producing. 


The position therefore at present is 


that a contract has been let for the carrying out of the 


--whole of the works and merely all that is awaited is the 
* Governor’s approval for the borrowing of the money. That 
is expected to be. given next week, and a start is to be made 
‘during the early part of next month. 


The time for the 


‘ completion of the work is estimated at fifteen months, and it 


’ River in July of next year. 
’ far down the Clarence River as Cowper. 


is expected that electricity will be available on the Clarence 
The scheme will extend as 


Tt includes the 
whole of the shires and municipalities on the river «xcept 


_ the municipality of Maclean and the shire of Harwood. 
- In addition to that particular scheme, which may be said to 


be an accomplished fact, there are certain propositions with 


‘regard to the development of the hydro-electric resources 
of the Clarence River, which are very much bigger indeed 


‘ and which may very reasonably be expected to be brought to 


’ fruition within a very short period of time. What I want at 


' this stage to point out with regard to that is that all that is 


‘ being done in this way, and all that is expected to be done 


‘" Government for financial assistance. 


will be without any recourse or application at all to the 
The whole of the 


' works are being carried out entirely by the local governing 


bodies concerned. I made some reference to the recent 
large conference of local governing bodies which was 


‘held at Armidale during the month of February last. 
_ It was then pointed out of course with regard to carry- 


ing out the scheme entirely without financial assistance 


' from the Government that there would be the prelimin- 


‘ part of the Government, because it would be after all ° 


’ with the Nymboida hydro-electric scheme. 


ary expense of carrying out surveys and the preparation 
of plans; but that was not really an expense on the 
merely a book entry. We had an instance in connection 
We were given 
permission to carry out the work so long as we paid the 
Department the value of the plans it prepared. The 
Department put it tous that the plans were worth £1,209, 
and we had to agree to pay that sum, or, at all events, such 
a sum as was reasonable payment for that portion of the 


_ plans which were of utility to the Council—we got out of 


it to that extent. We found when we gave our consulting 


_ engineers the plans that they were of no use whatever, and 
_ we had to discard them altogether. We have agreed to pay 


consulting engineers a maximum fee of £1,000 to prepare 
new plans, aad those are the plans on which we are 
working. That is the reason why the Conference asked 
that there should not be any. Departmental engineers put 
aside for the purpose of reporting on the hydro-electric 
resources of the Clarence River, but that there should be 
some outside engineer who could be depended upon. 


Thomas Henry Loxton, Licensed Surveyor, Grafton, 
sworn and examined :— 


13887. Mr. Travers.] How long have you been in this 
district 7—For seventeen years. I have a statement with 
regard to the Guyra to Dorrigo and Tenterfield to Casino 
proposed railways. These lines, if constructed, will become 
trunk lines connecting the tableland railway with the coast 
by way of Coffs Harbour, Grafton, and Lismore. Therefore, 
whether they can be profitabiy constructed, while depend- 
ing, partly upon the interchange of local products, and the 
opening up of new country, will depend mainly on the 
wealth of the New England district —a known quantity in 
this inquiry. ‘This district already has a well devoloped 
railway system. It has a gapin it of 40 miles, between 
Inverell and Glen Innes. Once the outlet to the coast is 
opened, I assume this gap, if not filled in will be satis- 
factorily closed hy a lorry service, as in efficiency and 
cheapness, on good metal roads, lorry services are easily 
able to compete with the railways. I therefore count the 
railway from Inverell to the border at Mungindi, 170 
miles, as line that connected by lorry service will serve the 
port of Grafton, to which it is nearer than to either New- 
castle or Sydney. From Danglemah on the Great Northern 
Railway, about 203 miles from Newcastle, the mileage, via 
Guyra will be about the same to Grafton—viz., 203 miles. 
So far as mileage determines the direction of traffic, the 
tendence will be for whatever coastwise loading is gathered 
on the Great Northern Railway, from this point northerly, 
to travel to Grafton, that is, from Danglemah to Wallan- 
garra, 290 miles of this railway will become a part of the 
Grafton system. Grafton may therefore expect to become 
the principal port of destination for 360 miles of permanent- 
way already constructed, and 40 miles of lorry service—in 
all 400 miles. Even with the situation as to distance from 
port, thus favourable to Grafton as indicated, it is still 
necessary to show that the port is able to accommodate the 
traffic indicated on terms that will attract it, in competi- 
tion with Sydney and Newcastle. The fact that there will 
be this competition makes it relevant to point out that 
Sydney, though offering an easily entered port and fine 
sheltered anchorage in all weathers, is greatly discounted 
as a commercial port by the steepness of its shoreline. 
Cost of constructing wharves on such a frontage is always 
heavy and often prohibitive. To this, in Sydney heavy 
costs of resumptions has to be added. Usually no railway 
connection can be got near these wharves, they are very 
steep to approach on the land side, and are dependent on 
drays and lorries to connect them with warehouses—the 
most expensive of all kinds of carriage. Every ton of 
goods carried inland pays its toll to this heavy capital outlay 
and this extravagantly expensive way of handling goods 
traflic. At Grafton, the river banks need only light road 
formation on the bank itself, and the ordinary structure on 
piles out in front, to convert them into wharves. Bulk 
warehouses can be built on or adjoining them, with railway 
sidings at their back doors, not at the public cost, after 
heavy expenditure on resumption, but as an initial outlay 
by private companies or individuals developing their own 
properties. Goods can be landed straight from the ship 
on to the railway truck. 


Tn addition to this piling up of costs against the tableland, 
through getting their trade through a port, expensive to 
develop, comes the cost of carriage on an unnecessarily 
long railway journey. . 


~ The following list gives some indication of savings that 
the Tableland people might be expected to make on freights 


through the shortened railway journey to the coast :— 
o> ett tb eae A Bi oP i al! Rae EN ce a aa, Sl 


Journey, Miles. Freight. Remarks. 
pas a 
Sydney to Grafton ......ccc.cseee 350 | 1 7 6] By steamer. 
Sydney to Guyra ............... 386°} 817 2 | By rail. 
Grafton to Guyra ...........666 6... 125 iat sy 
Sydney to Glen Inues ............... 423 | 9 4 0 Be 
Grafton to Glen Innes............... 162 sor via Guyra, 
Sydney to Tenterfield ............... 481} 914 2 sie 
Grafton -to Tenterfield............... 140 ed via Casino. 
Sydney to Inverell ................4. | §09|10 6 8 Sa 
Grafton’ to Inverell ........ ......... 202 te 
Sydney to Moree ... 0 .ceeeecesserece 414) 9 7 4 
Grafton to Moree ..........2:.o00000, 298 HD 
| 


Note.—The above freights are for ordinary goods, Special 
rates and cheap truck rates are not mentioned. Almost 
as important as connecting the railway with the warehouse 
on the wharf, is bringing the factory site into the same 
close touch with both railway and deep-sea shipping ; and, 
as itis apparent that most of the foreshores of Sydney 
Harbour are not suitable, proposals are being discussed for 
dredging out Sheas Creek, Botany Bay, and connecting with 
a canal via Georges River and Duck River, to the Parra- 
matta River; thence through Sydney Harbour to the open 
sea. Money being apparently no object. Grafton has two 
miles of such wharf and factory sites available now to 
boats of the size at present trading to the port. Ten miles 
more can be made available by dredging; and about another 
ten by converting Carr’s Creek and Alumy Creek into 
canals. Both these proposed canals would be safe from 
flood action, having high banks, and being closed at their 
upper ends. For these reasons, Grafton port, notwith- 
standing the heavy outlay required to properly open up the 
entrance, must always be a cheaper port to trade through 
than Sydney. As a manufacturing centre, with cheap 
power added, by the development of electric power locally, 
there is no comparison between the two. Failure to con- 
struct a trunk line railway to the tableland, either by one 
of the proposed routes or Some other, would greatly hamper 
the development of the Clarence River resources, and 
with it the surrounding district. 

1388. You favour the construction of a line from Guyra 
to Dorrigo as against one from Tenterfield to Casino !— 
Yes. 

1389. Do you consider it would serve the greater inte- 
rests /—As a trunk line I do. 

1390. You are advocating that the line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo should be built, because you think that eventually 
Grafton will become a deep-sea port ?—Yes. 


es 


John Thomas M‘Kittrick, merchant and shipping agent, 
South Grafton, sworn, and examined :— 


1391. Mr. Mahony.| You wish to make a statement with 
regard to the proposal before the Committee 1—Yes. I have 
been connected with the New England trade since April, 
1869—Ten and a half yearsas whartinger with the Clarence 
and New England Steam Navigation Co., later with Nipper 
and See, then John See and Co., and have acted as local 
agent for North C-ast Steam Navigation Co. at South 
Grafton since that company bought out J. See and Co, 
Up to the time the railway opened to Glen Innes there 
was a big trade with New England; the early seventies 

would, probably, be the busiest years ; there were at one time 
seventy-five horseteams continually travelling onthe Newton- 
Boyd road; they would make from ten to eleven trips 
during the year, and their average load might be taken as 
5 tons up, and 6 tons down ; in addition to these fully 200 
bullock teams worked for about five to six months during 
the year (they turned out during the winter to spell). Up 
loading consisted of general goods, groceries, drapery, «ke. ; 
when the small sugar mills were working large quantities 
of sugar went up. The Colonial Sugar Co. for several 
years turned out two qualities of sugar, not refined, but 
very suitable for ordinary purposes. I sent a good many 
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hundred tons of their make to New England ; down loading 
consisted of wool, tin ore, potatoes, chaff, and oats. I also. 
had a fair quantity of flour from there, and could have 
continued taking it but for the high rate of carriage. I, 
might mention that when the railway opened to Glen 
Innes differential rates were introduced with a view of: 
stopping the traffic this way. Armidale business people. 
booked their goods to Glen Innes, and had them railed back 
from there cheaper than if they had been booked direct. — 

The following towns and stations got goods through. 
South Grafton :— va 


Towns: Armidale, Ben Lomond, Bonshaw, Dundee, : 
Deepwater, Dalmorton, Emmaville, Elsmore,; 
Guyra, Glen Innes, Glenreagh, Hillgrove.- 
Hernani, Inverell, Tingha, Tent Hill, Uralla, 
and Wellingrove. 

Stations: Aberfoyle, balaclava, Clarevaulx, Deep- 
water, Furracabad, Hillgrove, King’s Plains,: 
Moredun, Newstead, Ollera, Range’r’s Valley, 
Stonehenge, Strathbogie, Tilbuster, Waterloo,- 
and Wellingrove. 


Coal at Nymboida.—Seam about 6 feet reported by Mr. 
Harper, of the Mines Department, as being equal to any’ 
coal of its class in New South Wales. Last analysis (at 100 
feet in) was: Fixed carbon, 64.72; volatile carbon, 26.28 : 
ash, 7.97; moisture, 0.95. Turned out about 700 tons in 
1910, of which the North Coast Steam Navigation Co. had 
618 tons, the Grafton Gas Company 46 tons, distance from 
South Grafton, by road, about 29 miles, ; paid £1 per ton 
carriage, sold at £2. I do think that putting a line through, 
from Tenterfield would be a huge mistake. It would simply; 
be in one corner of New England. To my mind Inverell is- 
the town that should be connected with the seaboard. ~ 
do not think Mr. Pollack has dwelt strongly enough upon: 
the merits of a line through the Guy-Fawkes country. ! 
have been up there repeatedly, and gone over a good deal o » 
it, and there is an immense tract of land suitable for settle- 
ment. It is a great district for potatoes and fruit, but the 
cost of cartage here is prohibitive. With regard to holiday: 
trafic between the tableland and the coast I had an hotel 
at Iluka burnt down some eighteen months ago. Jam now 
reconstructing it, but have had two communications during 
the past six weeks—one from a gentleman at Inverell who 
wanted three rooms down there, and the other from a Mr. 
McKenzie of Glen Innes who wants accommodation at, 
Iluka. A Mr. Buxton of Inverell also wants accommoda- 
tion there. é 

1392. You are in favour of a line being built from Guyra 
to Dorrigo ?—Yes. 

1393. The official evidence before the Committee is to the 
effect that the area to be served consisjs for two-thirds of 
the distance of the proposed line of purely pastoral land 
sparsely populated. Do you agree with that ?—No, I de 
not. You must consider the large amount of land that 
would be opened up for settlement. ! 

1394, What class of land is it /—Itis good deep chocolate 
soil. 

1395, Fit for agriculture?—Yes, most decidedly. <At 
Hernani I saw the best field of potatoes I ever saw in my 
life. . ; 
1396. Such a line would divert traffic from the main 
Northern line?—Certainly it would. 

1397, At present is there any great amount of traffic 
between here and the tableland ?—No, on account of the 
cost of carriage. 

1398. Where do you get your 
present ?—From Sydney, by water. ae 

1399, Is the freight expensive /—Yes, as compared with 
a few years ago, It has gone up 100 per cent. 

1400. You have also the North Coast line to Soutl 
Grafton with only a small section uncompleted. Witt 


principal supplies at 


‘that finished, and water service, will not this district b 


well served?—No. Very few people would get goods by 
rail, unless they wanted them urgently. 

1401. Do you look forward to a great interchange 0! 
commodities with the tableland if the proposed railway 
connection is made ?—Yes. 

1402. In what prodacts?—-Potatoes, chaff, flour, and fruit. 
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1403. Would you have much produce to send back to 
the tableland ?—Not so much as we would get from there, 
unless we had manufactures here, which we hope to have 
eventually. 

1404. Is there anything further you desire to add !— 
Yes. I was chairman of the Navigation Committee for 
ten years, and apart from that I have been connected with 
shipping for fifty-four years. I had printed a short time ago 
2 booklet (which I now produce) giving information about 
the entrance and the river up to Grafton, a distance of 43 
miles. ‘he bar carries 14 feet. The obstruction is a reef 
of about 24 acres inextent. An engineer reported recently 
upon the advisability of blowing up that reef, extending 
the northern breakwater, and the raising of Moriarty’s 
-vall, which would enable vessels drawing up to 30 feet to 
come up here. Itis an absolute scandal, with a magnificent 
yiver 1ke this, to be unable to get vessels here drawing 
more than 12 feet. 

1405. Mr. Doe.| For what is the highly productive land 
near Guy Fawkes chiefly suited ?!— Potatoes and fruit, and 
probably whe .t. 

1406. Have you any idea how it is held !--I think most 
of it is freehold. 

1407. Is it in large arexs ?—Yes. 

1408. The average depth of the river is 25 ft. 8 in. ?— 
Yes. 

1409. What is its shallowest ?—At Iluka I think they 
are getting about 12 feet at present. 

1410. Mr. Drummond.| Are you in agreement with the 
wfficial statement that the people of the Clarence River 
strongly contend that the Glen Innes-South Grafton rail- 
“vay proposal should be revived !—I would not like to say 
that, because I believe the majority of the people on the 
Wlarence River recognise that the connection between 
Dorrigo and Guyra is the best for the whole State. I 
produce a sample of coal from the deposits at Nymboida. 
Mr. Harper’s report on the coal seam there states :— 

A-factor with regard to the coal near Nymboida worthy of note 
is that extensive bodies of limestone are known to occur in the 
neighbourhood, and it is adjacent to one of the contemplated 
hydro-electric schemes placed before the Government. Should this 
ever eventuate the presence of coal and limestone in the vicinity 
offers big possibilities for the manufacture of carbide of calcium on 
# commercial scale. 

1411. Chairman.] Assuming the country between Guyra 
and Dorrigo does not offer such good prospects for settle- 
ment as you suggest, do you think the question of linking 
np the tableland with the coast is big enough to warrant 
slisregarding that particular factor of the problem ?—I do. 
‘This is the natural outlet for the western country, the 
proof of which is that teams have been travelling here for 
so many years, and I think we ought to look to the future. 

1412. Do you agree with Mr. Pollack that if a connec. 
tion is to be made between the coast and the tableland, it 
would be better to make it from the centre rather than 
from one end of the tableland?—I do thoroughly agree 
with Mr. Pollack in that contention. 


William Ager, apiarist and orchardist, Trafalgar, Copman- 
hurst-road, Grafton, sworn, and examined :— 

1413. Mr. Doe.) You are already close to the existing 
line and to the seaport?—I am within 6 miles of tne 
Grafton-Casino line at Koolkham, and within 12 miles of 
Grafton. I have 65 acres freehold land, supplemented by 
40 acres of conditional purchase, 


1414, A large portion of your area wili not be improved 
to any great extentas regards production by the construction 
of the proposed line ?—No, but the Sydney market is no 
cood to me. The overhead charges are too high, and the 
uncertainty of the price for the product is prohibitive. 

1415. You are referring to fruit ?— Yes ; and potatoes. 

1416. What about your honey ?—I sell it all locally. I 
should be ruined if I had to depend on the Sydney market. 

1417. Are the trees from which you obtain honey 
principally ironbark ?—No; it is mixed forest, comprising 
iron bark, red gum, and swamp mahogany. 

1418. You support the construction of a railway from 
Guyra to Dorrigo!—Yes. 

1419, If that were built would it afford you any great 
advantages from a honey-producing point of view 1—Not so 
much as for fruit-growing. I grow citrus fruits principally, 
aiso persimmons and mangoes. But the fruit-growing 
industry will admit of great expansion with markets further 
west, I consider an orchardist should be in the same position 
as a manufacturer ; he should know what he is going to get 
for his product before it leaves the orchard. I never send 
anything away without knowing what it is going to bring 
when sold. When we start developing this area as it 
should be developed, we shall have our own local market 
in close proximity to }roduction. Not only the coastal 
areas with their sub-tropical fruits, but the whole of the 
cold climate fruits should be supplied here from the 
highlands, whereas at present they come from Sydney. <A 
little trade has developed in consequence of motor lorries, 
but we import from Sydney, quantities of apples, pears and 
cherries, much of which is unfit for consumption when it 
reaches here ; while at the same time we have a belt of 
country along the New England ranges which is capable of 
producing some of the finest fruit in the world, within 100 
miles of its market, yet we cannot get it down here. 

1420. From a railway point of view do you consider 
there would be any great trade with the highlands, in the 
class of fruit produced here?—It is not the present 
population that has to be considered, but the development 
of commerce in future. We have a population on the 
coast from Queens!and to Kempsey, of approximately 
150,000. I consider we would not only get traftie for the 
railways, but the fruit industries would be enabled to 
expand, and our fruits would go west. 

1421. Is there sufficient land in the district suitable for 
development as fruit-growing areas /—Thousands of acres, 

1422. At what price?—Some of it can be bought at 
from 10s. to £3 peracre. It is being sold now at that price. 

1425. Is it heavily timbered ?—No. 

1424. What would it cost to make it fit for planting ?— 
About £20 per acre. 

1425, What is the rainfall in this district ?—About 47 
inches. On the Dorrigo it goes to 65 inches and lower, 
At one time there it went up to 110 inches in a few months. 

1426, Do they make lucerne hay here ?—Yes, but not on 
a commercial scale. 

1427. 1s it possible to develop it on a commercial scale ? 
—Yes. 

1428. If the line were built from Guyra to Dorrigo, in 
what directions would an impetus be given to production ? 
—It would enable intense culture to be gone in for, 
Although we are within 120 miles of shcep runs we have 
to get mutton from Sydney by boat. ‘That is a commodity 
the trafic in which will be developed. It is quite possible 
to develop a harbour at the Clarence ; but the trouble is 
the sand on the northern beach. The construction of a 
break water there has already been sanctioned. 


SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, 28 APRIL, 1923. 


[The Committee met at the Council Chambers, Graft n.] 


Present :— 
The IIon. W. T. DICK (Crairmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Maunony. 
Francis MicuagE, Burks, eq, 


WinuiaM Cameron, Esa, 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


‘The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


Charles Waldo Sabine, inspector of stock, Grafton, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1429. Chiirman.| What evidence do .you wish to give 
regarding the proposal before the Committee ?—The aver- 
age annual trafliz in stock between Grafton and the table- 
land both ways is 15,000 head of large stock and 5,000 
sheep. On the Grafton-Armidale route it is 10,000 large 
stock and 2,900 she2p, while on the Grafton-Tenterfield 


route itis 5,000 head of large stock annually. There is 
considerable additional traffiz on the Casino-Tenterfield 


route that is not shown in the Grafton figures, but I have 
not the particulars. 

1430. The bulk of the large stocx traffic would, I assume 
be from the rivers towards the table’and ¢—Yes, exeept in 
drought years. 

1431. And the other was sheep?—Yes. In one of the 
drought years in tne west, 1902, we had on agistment in 
the Grafton pastures protection district from drought- 
stricken areas west from Glen Innes 26,000 head of large 
stock and 68,000 sheep. Jn 1919, which was also a dry 
year in the west, we had in the Grafton district from 
western areas 32,000 head of large stock an 1 20,000 sheep. 
During the twenty-three or twenty-four years I have been in 
the district, although we had several fairly dry years, we 
have only had one which I considered a drought year, and 
that was 1915. 

1432. Was the flow of stock seriously impeded during 
the periods of drought by reason of the lack of feed along 
the stock routes ?/—Very much so at the other end. 

1433. Do you know whether there were many losses on 
the road !—There were fairly heavy losses coming in on the 
road from Glen Innes. 

1434. What is the average rainfall of this district ?—From 
35 to 40 inches. In i915 it was 16°29—that was our lowest 
year. Against that we had in 1921, 66 88 inches, which 
is the maximum. From iny own personal knowledge I 
know that the rainfall in the Guy Fawkes-Dorrigo area is 
much greater than that shown in the Grafton records which 
I produce. In 1921 they had over 120 inches at Dorrigo, 
and proportionately through to Guy Fawkes. 

1435, Do you know the proposed route from Tenterfield 
to Casino !—Yes. 

1436. How would you compare that with the Guyra- 
Dorrigo route from the point of view of a tableland-coast 
connection ?—-The most central route, and that which would 
best serve both the western districts and the coast is that 
from Guyra to Dorrigo. The Tenterfield route would simply 
serve the north-eastern cornei of the tablelan] and the land 
along it is of nothing like the same extent or value. I 
would draw your attention to an article in the Sydney 
Mail on the 25th instant headed ‘Guy Fawkes Plateau 
wants exploiting by the Government. It is all land waiting 
for settlement and is the right sort of country for British 
settlers. Railway connection through it fron Dorrigo to 
Guyra is the only way to make the Dorrigo line pay.” 

aoe Do you agree with the statements in that heading? 
—I do. 

1438. You make that statement from your own personal 
knowledge of the district ?—Yes. According to information 
I have obtained privately from stockowners there is approx- 
imately 150,000 acres of privately owned land in the 
vicinity of Ebor, of which at least a third would be suitable 
for intense culture. That land will produce from six to ten 
tons of potatoes t» the acre. In addition it is estimated 
that there is about 200,000 acres of forest reserve in that 
district, a large proportion of which also is suitable for 
settlement, Jf it were possible to make a slight deviation 


of the proposed Guyra to Dorrigo line via Tyringham it 
would run right through the heart of all that rich country 
from Tyringham through Hernani to Ebor and serve the 
whole of the plateau. That would make at least another 
50,030 acres of valuable country available for settlement 
and in aldition would make available some millions of 
pounds worth of har lwood and pine in the parishes of Jar- 
dine and Wirriri, with which it is impossible to do anything 
to-day because the cost of cartage is altozether too great. 

1439. If the line were swung east to Tyringham in that 
way would it leave any of the coun'ry south of Guy 
Fawkes too far from the line for economical working !—No. 
South of Deer Vale there is not much country that would 
be served by the officially proposed route. 

1440. Have you calculated how much longer the sug- 
gested deviation would make the line?—-It would be some 
few miles longer. 

1441. Would there be any more engineering dittcu!ties 
in connection with it than along the proposed route 1—I do 
not think so. I have been driving along there for several 
years, and I do not think there would be any insuperable 
engineering difficulties. ° 

1142. Mr. Travers.| Your suggested deviation would 
render if necessary to cross a number of creeks which are 
escaped by the departmental proposal !—Yes, it would 
have to cross two rivers which are not crossed by the 
departmental route ; but making the deviation would bring 
much more land within the influence of the railway. 

1443. When large stock reaches the tableland in which 
direction does it go?—Some go as fats to Sydney ; others 
are store stock which go to stcck up the western districts 
as far as Moree and Muswellbrook. The fats that go to 
Sydney at the present time go over the top end of the 
tableland. 

1444. When the North Covrst line is comple'ed there will 
be no necessity for them to go the way they go now ?—That 
will be used by fat stock only. This is one of the most 
important store stock centres in the State, and if there were 
a tableland connection there is no doubt about the number 
of stock from the west we could save. 

1445. What advantages from a cross-country point of 
view would a line from Guyra to Porrigo possess over one 
from Casino to Tenterfield ?—It is a more central route. 
It would run practically due east from Guyra and Inverell, 
and would tap a great deal more of the western country 
and bring it within reach of the coast. 

1446. Are there large timber supplies between Dorrigo 
and Ebor which woull be tapped by a line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo !—There is a certain amount of scrub and some 
hardwood ; but nothing like the quantity there is down 
towards Tyringham and further this way. 

1447. When the line from Glenreagh to Dorrigo is con- 
structed wil] not the Tyringham district be within its 
influence 1—Tyringham itself would be within 16 miles of 
it, but the Chapman’s Scrub down in Jardine and Wiriri 
would still be 30 miles away from the line. Dorrigo would 
b2 the only point of access. 

1448. Is it your opinion that the better class of country 
lies to the north?—Yes; there is a bigger area of god 
country north of Deer Vale and Heruani. 

1449. Mr. Doe.] You mention three different routes 
along which stock travel from Grafton. Are they sufti- 
ciently wide to carry very heavy stock traffic ?--Only in 
very good seasons. It is all right on the Glen Innes road 
as far as Dalmorton, but after that you simply fo'low a 
mountain cutting, 
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1450. Do many sheep come this way from the western 
districts for consumption ?—Yes; those I mention are 
butcher’s sheep. 

145]. Are the forest reserves to which you refer to any 
extent denuded of timber and likely to be brought under 
closer settlement ?—-That 200,000 acres alout Ebor has 
hardly been touched, but there is a lot of country which 
does not contain marketable timber and could be made 
available for settlement. 

1452. Mr. Mahony.| It has been stated that there is 
a big market for fodder here and that lucerne could not be 
grown or hay produced in the North Coast district becvuse 
the climate was too wet. Do you agree with that ?— 
Absolutely no. 

1453. In the article in the Sydney MJuil-to which you 
refer there are photographs of hay stacks in the district? 
—Yes. If you can find a place in any part of Australia 
that can produce better lucerne than the Clarence district 
I should like to see it. 

1454. It is admitted that the Clarence flats produce 
lucerne, but owin g. to the inclemency of the weather it is 
said there is ro opportunity for making hay !—That is 
totally incorrect except in odd seasons. I have seen 
wheaten and oaten hay produced at the Experiment 
Farm which compared with anything in the west, with the 
exception that owing to the humidity of the atmosphere it 
is not of the same nice colour. It has a high feeding value. 

1455. Can you produce lucerne hay here in large 
quantities ’—Yes. 

1456. When the North Coast line is complete you 
could supply the Richmond and Tweed Rivers with it if 
necessary /—We have been doing so for years. 


Robert Charles, Braithwaite, shire engineer, Copmanhurst 
Shire Council, sworn, and ¢xamined :— 


1457. Mr. Doe.] You desire to give evidence regarding 
the proposed Guyra to Dorrigo railway !—Yes, I have had 
thirty-five years in the Public Works of this State ; 
the whole of this time has been along the Eastern coast, 
and for years my chief work for the Department was in 
locating roads into new country and reporting on its 
possibilities, and so I claim to have some knowledge of 
comparative values. Taking the proposed line from Inverell 
to Tenterfield—Casino, I know four-fifths of the Country 
traversed. Accepting the fact that all country within 12 
miles of rail is already served, I know of no country between 
Emmayille and the Clarence Valley that is suitable for 
closer settlement, and knowing every inch between Grafton 
and Killarney, I believe that a line of railway up the 
Clarence Valley, connecting up with the Darling Downs 
country, would provide and bring about more settlement, 
more homes, and more population than would be possible if 
both the rival lines were constructed. It has been stated 
in evidence that the Tenterfield line, in crossing the Clarence, 
would serve this country for 12 miles on either side, I do 
not think so, as it is unlikely that the Commissioners would 
run an up-to-date service for the trattic offering. As a 
fact, what traffic could we expect from New England for 
at least four months during Winter? If the Clarence— 
Killarney line were constructed, the coxrst people might get 
their dairy cattle fodder from the lucerne fields of the Downs, 
while their wheat might be brought here to be milled, where 
hydro-electric power is cheap. Another thing, we are sure 
to lose a portion of our trade to Queensland when the 
Kyogle—Grady’s Gap line is through so that by tapping the 
Downs country we should about be even. I believe that 
if this line is constructed traffic will so increase that a branch 
line to Casino will be warranted, and by this means the 
trafic will flow to the Richmond and Clarence. Taking the 
‘Tenterfield--Casino line, we find that its advocates emphasize 
the importance of Byron Bay as a deep-sea port, so that a 
strong point is being made of the trade to be opened up by 
water ; but surely they are running away from their best 
market instead of getting toit. Tenterfield is practically 
on the Queensland border. Byron Bay is still further 
north, so T would look on that line as a doubtful proposition 


if the construction cost were cheaper ; but when it comes to 
the expenditure of two and a half millions of public money 
I co not half like being a shareholder. I cannot give 
useful evidence on the Guyza line, but leave it to those 
who know the country, This line certainly has the merit 
of being central, and is harbour is 120 miles nearer our 
best market than Byron Bay. 

1458. Mr. Doe.) You do not know the country between 
Guyra and Dorrigo t—No. 

1459. You know that between Tenterfield and Casino ?—_ 
Yes ; I have had charge of both those districts. 

1460 You think it would not be a good proposition 
from the point of view of the State interest to construct 
that line ?—Certainly not. 

1461. Do you know the country from Grafton along the 
Clarence Valley to the Queensland border ?—Yes, I have. 
had charge of the whole of it and know every inch of it, 
Tt is very fine country right through. 

1462. Can grades. be obtained with reasonable facility ?— 
Yes; Ido not think there would be any difficulty in that 
respect. There are broad valleys where there is plenty of 
swinging room, and you would te serving good country by 
swinging. 

1463. A line through there would tap quantities of good 
timber ?—Yes, but I do not go much on that fact because 
the greatest timber belt is on the coast, so we need not 
talk about bringing timber down to it. 1 speak of land 
that is useful for settlement purposes, and the living areas 
would be reasonable. There isa good rainfall right through 
and it is all well watered, so that large areas would 
generally be unnecessary. 

1464. Much of the land higher up is at present held in 
large areas ?—Yes; three-parts of it for running dry stock. 

1465. That wonld have to be subdivided to render it 
possible for a railway to realise reasonable revenue. 

1466. How far up from Grafton does cultivation extend 
along the river ?—'There are patches right along. There are 
good cornfields within reach of navigable water or the 
railway for 25 miles. The only reason cultivation does 
not extend further is that it is all cattle stations from 
there on to Bonalbo. 

1467. Do you know the country on the Queensland side 
beyond Acacia Creek !—Yes. 

1168. What is produced there ?--Chiefly lucerne on the 
flats 

1469. Is any wheat produced higher up?—Yes, on the 
Downs. : 

1470. .In your judgment, a line should be constructed 
from Grafton along the valley of the Clarence to connect 
with the Queensland system /—Yes. 

1471. If you had your choice between a line from Casino 
and Tenterfield, another between Guyra and Dorrigo, and 
the one from Grafton up the Clarence Valley, which would 
you prefer from the point of view of serving the best 
interests of the country ?—Undoubtedly the one up the 
Clarence Valley. 


William Malcolm Lucas Hughes, farmer and grazier, 
Newbold, Copmanhurst, swo:n, and examined :— 


1472. Mr. Travers.| What statement do you wish to 
make to the Committee ?—Tt is as foilows :—In my opinion 
the best interests of all concerned would be served by 
the construction of a railway from Grafton up the valley 
of the Clarence Rivcr eventually crossing the Queensland 
border and linking up with the existing line from Kil- 
larney to Warwick. A lranch line from this railway 
could be constructed from the vicinity of Tabulam to 
Tenterfield and thus give the intervening country there 
dire-t access with the coastal ports. In support cf this 
valley of the Clarence Railway I desire to submit the 
following fac's:—(1) The proposed line would pass through 
the centre of the following large cattle stations—Gordon 
Brook cf 40,000 acres, Yulgilbar of 40,000 acres, and 
Tabulam of 42,000 acres, or a total area of 122,000 acres, 
freehold, of first-class agricultural, dairying and grazing 
land, the whole of which area could be subject to resump- 
tion, if desired, under existing legislation. On the opposite 
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side of the Clarence River between Copmanhurst and Gor- 
don Brook Station lie Ramornie Station of 20,000 acres of 
freehold, Newbold Station Jands, and the rich area on the 
Mitchell known as the Cangai district. Newbold Station 
has already been subdivided and sold, but is capable of still 
greater closer settlement and with a low level bridge over 
the Clarence somewhere between the two points previously 
named the whole of this rich area comprising approximately 
some 150,000 acres of available land would all immediately 
become a feeder to the proposed railway. (2) In addition 
to the freehold lands already detailed there is a vast area of 
Crown lands on the Upper Olarence, some vacant, and others 
held under various Crown tenures, practically the whole of 
which could be utilised to very much greater advantage 
should a railway be constructed than is at present possible. 
(3) The statistics regarding the timber and mineral wealth 
of tke Upper Clarence are not available, but there are 
millions of feet of the finest hardwoods and softwoods «in 
the district mentioned, especially in country surrounding 
-Lionsville, that are only awaiting access of some sort to 
become marketable. Under existing circumstances, the 
haulage by team to deep water at Copmanhurst—some 40 
to 50 miles—renders it an unpayable proposition, cxcept 
for such high-priced timbers as red cedar, etc. ‘The 
possibilities of mineral ore are also immense, but at present 
the question of haulage has always been an insurmountable 
obstacle to proper development. The average rainfall over 
‘the area proposed to be served by a railway during the 
past seven years is 45:11 inches, or, taken over a period of 
fifteen years at five different points between the Queensland 
‘border and Grafton, is 37-60 inches, being ample to ensure 
suceess in dairying and mixed farming throughout the 
-whole length of the proposed line. 

1473 Have you considered the question of the necessity 
for having a cross-country connection at some point !—I 
personally think that a line from Guyra to Dorrigo would 
be very valuable, because it would tap the Inverell country 
far more effectively than one from Tenterfield down to the 
coast, because there is nothing behind Tenterfield. 

1474. It is suggested that a line from Tenterfield to 
‘Casino would tap all the good country in the direction of 
Inverell?—The North Coast railway would take all the 
produce down the coast, and the Tenterfield connection is 
too far north, in my opinion. 

1475. Do you think the most direct connection would b2 
from Guyra to Dorrigo!—Absolutely. That would link up 

‘with Coft’s Harbour, which would be a much nearer port 
to Sydney than Byron Bay. 

' 1476. Do you know whether much lucerne is grown in 
this district?—There is not a great deal grown on the 
Upper Clarence yet, but the land is c.pable of it. Beyond 
a certain distance from the railway, it is not a payable 
proposition to grow lucerne, because the cost of cartage by 
team would eat up all the profits. 

1477. Do most of the farmers in the district as far as 
you know, grow lucerne for their own use !—Anybody who 
can grow it for his own use does so, But the country is 
certainly capable of growing lucerne. 


George Gilbert Cory, Station Manager, Gordon Brook, 


Copmanhurst, sworn, and examined. 


1478. Mr. Mahony.] What statement do you wish to 
make with regard to the proposal before the Committee?— 
I reside 40 miles north of Grafton, on the Clarence, and 
manage Tooloom Station. With a line of railway up the 
vailey of the Clarence I know of no other district that 
offers so much inducement for settlernent. If a branch line 
were constructed to Bonalbo from Casino, along Doubtful 
Creek, and connecting with Tabulam, there is no doubt 
that land would be opened up than which there is nothing 
_better for closer settlement. On Duck Creek land changed 
hands six months ago at £25 per acre. The people there 
had no facilities for getting their produce away. ‘he 
Tooloom and Urbenville district is equally good and the 
Woodenbong land is perhaps better, The railway I 
_ advocate would pass through the whole of those lands. 
‘Thirteen years ago Tooloom was purely a cattle station 


running from 8,000 to 10,000 head. The whole of the 
settlement there has taken place within the last 13 years, 
but it is hard to get anything away under present con- 
ditions. When itis wet the roads are so bad that it is 
almost impossible to get about. There is no doubt about 
the wealth of timber, both hard and soft, that is available 
there. A line in the vicinity of Bonalbo across to Kyogle 
or Casino would serve the soldier settlement at Dyraaba. 

1479. A suggestion has been inade for a deviation in the 
proposed Tenterfield-Casino route from Tabulam through 
Bonalbo and Dyraaba to the Kyogle line!—I know the 
whole of that country, and such a deviation would tap a 
lot of very fine land. But I cannot see how any benefit 
would be derived from continuing the line to Tenterfield, 

1480. You know that country !—Yes. It is very poor. 
It isnot even good grazing country. Of course, there was a 
good deal of mineral produced about Drake, but to-day 
Drake is dead, and from there on to Sandy Hills there is 
nothing poorer. 

1481. Are you in favour of a tableland connection ?—I 
certainly think the tableland could be connected with the 
coast, but my idea has*always been firm about Guyra. 
That would be the most direct, and would pass through a 
lot of very fine country by way of Guy Fawkes. 

1482. How would you describe the country between 
Guyra and Dorrigo?-—-The greater part of it is good and 
suitable for closer settlement. I have never travelled 
between Ebor and Guyra. 

1483. How would you consider the country around 
Hernani!—I was there some years ago; it was used for 
grazing, and I think that is all it is to-day. 

1484. Why do you consider a line to the tableland 
should be constructed ?—I have always thought the table- 
land should have access to a coastal port, and a line would 
be useful for removing stock and the supply of fodder, also 
the interchange of products. 

1485. Would you say that for the purposes of a periodical 
drought alone a very expensive railway should be con- 
structed ?—No. My idea is to bring settlement into the 
district. 

1486. If the North Coast line is completed within twelve 
months will it not serve a large portion of this district !— 
It will not serve the valley of the Clarence. 

1487. With a railway from Casino to Tabulam in con- 
junction with the North Coast line, would not the valley of 
the Clarence be served ?—To a certain extent, but there 
is 100 m'les between here and Tabulam that would not be. 


William Arthur Zuill, Grazier and Auctioneer, Grafton, 
sworn, and examined :— 

1488. Chairman.] You desire to give evidence regarding 
the railway proposal before the Committee ?—Yes. 1 wish 
to give evidence in support of the Dorrigo-Guyra connec- 
tion as a railway to the tableland from the coast as a long 
felt necessity. In years gone by, if we had had connection 
with the hinterland by rail, huge sums of money would 
have been saved during drought time, but facilities for 
removing starving stock, or for carrying fodder, were 
absent. Rarely, if ever, do we have a drought in the west 
and on the coast simultaneously ; one part of the State is 
good when the other part is bid. I have known the time 
when the lives of hundreds of thousands of sheep could 
have been saved if we had railway connection with the 
tableland. Under the existing cireumstances, many thou- 
sands of sheep had to be travelled over hundreds of miles 
of bare and almost waterless roads to receive succour in 
this and other coastal districts. A railway would have 
transported, in a week, sheep which had taken months to 
reach this haven. Another reason why the railway is a 
necessity is the fact that the North Coast of New South 
Wales is the largest cattle-producing district in the State. 
There are times when, if we had railway connection with 
the west, we could send our steers and fatteners out on to 
the herbage country and top them up in a few wecks’ time, 
instead of hanging on with overstocked paddocks waiting 
for rain to replenish our pastures. Cattle could be sent 
over the tableland and fattened in half the time it takes to 
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fatten them on the coast. The North Coast people consume 
a certain amount of mutton annually. The sheep which 
provide this have first of all to be railed to Sydney from 
the western pastures, enduring all the hardships that are 
encountered on a long distance stock train; then, after 
waiting and wasting for two or three days at Flemington, 
to receive a second knocking about in the saleyards ; and, 
again, a third, when they are shipped by boat to the 
North Coast, by the time they are slaughtered at Grafton, 
instead of being nice juicy mutton, it is wasted leathery 
stuff, unfit for human consumption. Jf railway com- 
munication were established from Guyra to Dorrigo to 
connect with the already established system, fat sheep, 
which under present conditions have to travel upwards 
of 500 miles by rail and 350 miles by steamer to get 
here, could be landed here by a rail journey of less than 
200 miles. This line, if constructed, would give wonderful 
facilities for an interchange of products. There woull be 
a big demand in the west for products grown on the coast ; 
for instance, maize during times of drought, fruit of all 
kinds which can be grown on the coast, fish, butter, eggs, 
eic., etc., could be quickly landed when they would be most 
appreciated, and where there would be a ready market for 
the articles. Cold climate fruits, such as apples, pears, 
cherries and grapes, which cannot be successfully grown in 
our district, could be introduced direct ina fresh and 
palatable condition, instead of, as at present, having to 
filter through the Sydney markets, and paying in addition 
to the extra freights, half a dozen middlemen’s profits. 
Many people in the west do not know what is is to enjoy a 
mel of fresh fish ; a railway direct from the coast would 
overcome this, and enable fresh sea fish, oysters and lobsters 
to be landed in a fresh wholesome condition ai most of the 
north-western centres. There would be big possibilities for 
the timber t7ade, also timber for building and fencing pur- 
poses could be supplied to the rettlers in the west at a 
much lower rate per 100 superficial feet than ever was 
known, while timber for shipment to Sydney or for transport 
oversea could be landed at a deep sea port at a minimum 
cost. The millions of feet of excellent timber now growing 
in the forests between the tableland and the coast could b2 
successfully exploited and instead of burning it in order 
to make way for grass, as was the experience of the unfor- 
tunate settlers on the Dorrigo Plateau, it could be marketed 
and thus its value would be realised. During the past 
twenty years millions of feet of the best timberin Australia 
have gone up in smoke because there was ro means of 
getting it to market, and because the policy of the Govern- 
ment was to insist on a certain value of improvements 
being put on the selectors’ holdings within a specitied time. 
The passenger traffic mu-t als) be considered. The out west 
women and children of the plains should be given an 
opportunity of getting t» the seasive during the trying 
Summer months of the year. At present people from 
the west, who can afford it, flock to the seaside in 
their motor cars, but the delights of the seaside are denied 
to many thousands of people who cannot afford the luxury 
of a motor car. These people should be given the oppor- 
tunity of g-tting to the seaside by the quickest route. 
There are exce'lent watering places, either at Coff’s Harbour 
or Yamba—equal to anything along the Coast of New 
South Wales. The advent of hydro-electricity in the 
coastal dictricts will provide cheap power for manufactur- 
ing purposes, and factories will undoubtedly be established 
at the most convenient port. Products such as wool and 
wheat would surely be sent by the shortest route to the 
factory, particularly when the factory is being run cheaply 
by hydro-electric power, Four other great reasons for 
supporting the Dorrigo-Gusra connection are:—(1.) That 
the line would be centrally situated, tapping the centre of 
the great tableland districts and touching the coast at a 
point almost midway between Brisbane and Sydney. (2.) 
That the line from the coast is partly constructed aad in a 
short time will be completed to Dorrigo, (3.) That this 
line from Guyra to the coast will give the westerners the 
choice of two ports, Grafton or Coffs Harbour. (4.) That 
the line will be constructed through some very rich country 
well suited for closer settlement. 


1489. Do you agree with previous witnesses that in the 
Grafton district there is a possibility of producing lucerne 
hay and chaff for consignment further north {—Yes. There 
is a very large quantity of lucerne chaff sent away from here 
almost weekly to the Richmond now. 

1490. It was urged in the Richinond districts that there 
would be a continuous demand for lucerne hay, if obtain- 
able, which Mr. Haywood, Manager of the Wollongbar 
Experimental Farm, says is necessary to give a balanced 
ration for diary cows. Do you think it possible to supply 
that demand in districts not too far away from the Rich- 
mond or the Clarence river ?—I do not know about the 
price. I think they could be supplied with chaff. As a 
matter of fact I was trying to buy a quantity of lucerne 
chaff here quite recently, and found that everything had 
b en purchased by speculators for the purpose of sending it 
to Lismore. 

1491. Does that trafic go on continuously !—No, it is 
principally in bad times. They have practically only one 
fodder there—paspalum, and it stands to reason that a 
change of fodder must be beneficial to a milking cow. 

1492. With the construction of a line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo and the extension of orchard culture in the districts 
served, could the Dorrigo district supply cold-climate fruits 
to the north !—I believe so. 

1493. Do you send much maize from this district to the 
Tweed ?—A good deal, particularly in drought time. 

1494, Mr. Travers.| Does any of your lucerne hay 
find a market in Sydney ?—Not from here. It is all con 
sumed locally. 

1495. Mr. Doe.| What is the average price in a normal 
season of lucerne hay here?—There is not much sold, it is 
chaffed. Chaff usually runs to about 5s. per 60 or 70 lb. 
bag. 

1496. There would not be many districts that could 
supply lucerne hay delivered at £5 per ton?—No. They 
might supply it on the farm at approximately that, but 
they are paying a lot more for chaff on the Richmond 
to-day. 

1497. But this is an abnormal season !— Yes. 

1498. Chairman.| Assuming a railway were built from 
Tenterfield to Casino, could they get hay as cheaply from, 
siy, Inverell as you could supply it from here !—They 
might not be able to get lucerne hay, but for wheaten and 
oaten, which we cannot produce, there would be a very big 
demand. We have to bring it here by motor lorry froxz 
Glen Innes or by steamer from Sydney during the winter 
months. I do not believe Inverell could supply lucerne 
hay at the same price as we could. I would emphasise the 
ditference in the cost of construction on the two proposed 
lines. J understand that from ‘Tenterfield to Casino would 
cost approximately £2,500,000, whereas the line from 
Guyra to Dorrigo is to cost only £1,600,000. That is a 
matter which, I think, should be taken into consideration. 
With regard to what I have said about new irdustries 
starting here, there should be a big opportunity for the 
fellmongering, wool-scouring and canning industries to be 
established here if we get a line connecting with the table- 
lands, and have a hydrv-electric scheme established. 


George Morrison, auctioneer, Post Office Chambers, 
Grafton, sworn, and examined : — 


1499. Mr. Doe.| What statement do you wish to make? 
-——In connection with this matter the manager of the 
Government Experim_nt Farm at Glen Tnnes cal'ed on me 
to see if there was any chance of placing portion of this 
year’s crop of apples in this district. The service between 
the two centres by motor lorry is intermittent and irregular, 
but we decided to give the project a trial. In March we 
got the first shipment of 25 bushel cases, and since then 
we have disposed of 470 cases, realising £250 for them. 
Owing to the service being so poor we could only cater for 
a very small portion of the demand, but if we could have 
guaranteed delivery, there is not the slightest doubt that 
we could have sold four times the amount in Grafton alone. 
The prices realised are highly satisfactory to the managet 
of the farm, and there is not the slightest doubt that we 
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will be able to place a very large proportion of the stone 
fruits of that district when they come along. At tle 
present time such of that fruit as reaches this district comes 
by way of Sydney, and reaches here after, say, two weeks in 
a state of “mush.” If the fruit could be delivered here 
fresh there would be a very large demand for it, and not 
only here but also in all the other coastal towns. We 
have been asked to supply fruit to several of the towns in 
this locality, but have not been able to get the supplies 
regularly enough to guarantee delivery. 

1500. What is the cost of transporting apples here from 
Glen Innes ?— About 2s. 6d. per case. 

1501. What is the value of a case here wholesale ?— 
10s. or 1]s. 

1502. You can get apples from Sydney cheaper than 
that ?—Yes, but you do not get the quality nor do you get 
thein as fresh. 

1503. How would the best quality of Sydney apples at 
8s. per case compare on arrival at Grafton with the local 
apples as to quality and price?—There is very little 
difference in the price, but as a rule the quality is not the 
same. They are generally more knocked about. They are 
pulled at Glen Innes on the Saturday and I get them two 
and a half days afterwards. I understand from the manager 
that he is better satisfied with the price be gets from me 
than with what he gets in Sydney. The producer up there 


should be considered from the point of view of the fact that 
he will get probably 2s. 6d. per case more if given railway 
transit. With railway freight they could be delivered 
much cheaper. 

1504 Are you interested in lucerne ?—Two or three 
years ago I was connected with a. firm.which was shipping 
lucerne north from here. There is a good demand up there 
for lucerne in the winter months. 

1505. Is this district capable of great.expansion in lucerne 
production for the supply of the northern part of the coast ? 
-—In my opinion they have not yet started to grow lucerne 
in this district. No one pays any attention to growing it 
as they could. It is not grown commercially at all, If it 
were taken up as a business proposition an unlimited supply 
would be obtainable here... 

1506. What is the value of lucerne here in normal 
seasons !—It is always chaffed ; which shows that they do 
not handle it from a commercial standpoint. 1 do not think 
there is a press in the whole district, but they could press 
it and send it away practically green. 

1507. If there is a comparatively good market in the 
north, why are people not growing it !—The explanation 
is that they are doing fairly well with other crops. But 
if the farmers forced the growth of lucerne, they would 
probably find it a much better proposition. The demand is 
there, if the supply were available, 


MONDAY, 30 APRIL, 1923. 
|The Committee met at Walker’s Hotel, South Grafton. | 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHarrman). 


The Hon. JoHN TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis MicHAEL Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dok, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino, 


Robert Arbuthnot Holmes, District Surveyor, Grafton, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1508. Chairman.| What are the limits of your district?— 
The district extends from the coast up to and including 
Drake, and from about Woolgoolga to the Queensland 
border. 

1509. Can you give a description of the country to be 
served as far as Drake by a line of railway from Casino 
to Tenterfield?—I produce a rough map showing the 
land that would be affected within the Land Board 
district of Grafton, and my statement is as follows :— 
The limits of the area within the Land Board district of 
Grafton which would be affected by the construction of the 
proposed railway from Tenterfield to Casino embrace lands 
within 12 miles of the proposed railway except at the 
eastern end where the limits are shown by divergent lines 
from Casino, about midway between the proposed line and 
the existing railways from Grafton to Murwillumbah and 
Casino to Kyogle. The country tnat would be served 
within the above described limits covers an area cf about 
800 square miles or 512,000 acres. The alienated and 
leased lands which are considered to be suitable for dairying 
comprise about 270,000 acres. This area includes all the 
land suitable for agriculture, which is roughly estimated at 
30,000 acres or approximately one tenth of the total, and 
comprises generally the rich alluvial flats along the banks 
of the Clarence River and numerous creeks throughout the 
affected area. These flats are suitable for growing maize, 
potatoes, and various kinds of fodder crops, parts be'ng 
suitable for lucerne. In addition to the flats there is a fair 
proportion of the hilly country of volcanic formation suit- 
able for growing fodder crops for dairy stock, A large 
proportion of the alienated and leased lands is now used 
for dairying, but the country generally is only partly im- 
proved and is capable of much further development. The 
average carrying capacity of these lands when improved is 
estimated at about one beast to 4 or 5 acres or say 


+ 2611—K 


60,000 head of cattle. The country is generally well 
watered by creeks and springs. Alienated and leased 
lands suitable for grazing only comprise a total area of 
about 157,000 acres. This area consists generally of rough 
mountainous country, chiefly of sandstone and ironstone 
formation, with some granite, felsite, and slate, poor soil, 
thickly timbered and capable of being improved to carry 
an average of one beast to about 15 acres, Crown 
lands temporarily reserved and held under Occupation 
License comprise about 10,000 acres of inferior country 
suitable for grazing only and generally of similar character 
to the last decribed area. Dedicated State Forests cover 
an area of about 60,000 acres and one Forest Reserve of 
about 3,000 acres. These forest areas embrace parts of the 
Richmond and Tooloom ranges and contain a heavy growth 
of valuable timber. <A large proportion is covered with 
dense “brush” containing pine and. other marketable 
softwoods. ‘The hardwoods include ironbark, tallow-wood, 
blackbutt, messmate, grey, red, flooded, and spotted gums, 
turpentine, red mahogany, bloodwood, brush. box, and 
stringybark. he land is chiefly of volcanic formation and 
good soil. Parts consist of slate, sandstone, and ironstone 
formations, with fair to poor soil. The country is generally 
very steep and broken and being thickly timbered, only 
a very small proportion can be used for grazing in its 
present state, and it cannot be improved without destroying 
the standing timber and regrowth. The parts considered 
suitable for settlement (which, however, are also valuable 
for forestry purposes), have an aggregate area of about 
23,900 acres. The more inferior parts contain avout 40,000 
acres. Other reserves of a more or less permanent character 
have a total area of about 12,000 acres. These chiefly 
comprise travelling slock and camping reserves under the 
control of the Pastures Protection Boards, Regarding 
the suggested deviation which. has been advocated, branch- 
ing off the Casino-Kyogle line near Fairy Hill and following 
up Doubtful Creek, crossing the Richmond Range at the 
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head of Gorge Creek, thence past Bonalbo Settlement and 
joining the present surveyed route at Tabulam, this route 
passes through better country, but would be longer than 
the proposed line which approximately follows the main 
road from Casino to Tenterfield. ‘Ihe choice of these routes, 
apart from any engineering difficulties, would seem to 
depend on a location of the line from Grafton to Killarney 
up the Clarence River Valley, which would probably pass 
through Tabulam and Bonalbo. Both the proposed and 
the alternative routes pass through the Dryaaha Soldiers’ 
Group Settlement Area, which comprises 30,367 acres. The 
proposed railway would serve about half the area, A line 
up Doubtful Creek would serve about three-fourths of the 
Settlement, but some damage by severance would be caused 
to a number of small holdings. About one-fourth of the 
Settlement would he equally served by either route. With 
regard to the suggested deviation via Bonalbo I should 
think that even if other things were equal the adoption 


of such a deviation would depend upon the line which 
will eventually be constructed up the Clarence Valley. 
That would go from Tabulam to Bonalbo nearly through 
the middle of the Bonalbo district which comprises about 
300 square miles, and it would serve all those forest reserves 
as well as the district gencrally from the point of view of 
giving access to those areas. A railway up the Clarence 
Valley would serve even better than the suggested deviation. 

1510. What objection would there be to its starting 
from Casino instead of from a point on the Kyogle line ?— 
It is only to save distance, I believe. 

1511. Roughly how much longer would such a deviation 
make the proposed line ?— Without a survey it is impossible 
to tell, but I should say about 6 miles. 

1512. Mr. Doe.| When you say that the land suitable 
for agriculture is approximately one-tenth of the total, what 
do you mean ?—One-tenth of the alienated and leased lands 
considered suitable for dairying. i al Bonde 


THURS DA YEOVl UM AY L035, 
[The Committtee met in the Council Chamber, Armidale. ] 


Present :-— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cramman). 


The Ilon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roserr Manory. 
Francis Micuart Burkes, Esa. 


Wituiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drummonn, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino 


Henry Weir Graeme, district surveyor, Armidale, sworn, 
and examined :— 

1513. Chairman.| Have you prepared a statement 
regarding the proposed railway ?—Yes, as follows :—“ The, 
limits of area to 12 miles on each side of this proposed line 
for a distance of about 20 miles within the Armidale Land 
Loard District embrace an area of about 345,000 acres. 
About 264,000 acres thereof are alienated or leased, 
13,000 acres of which would be suitable for agriculture, 
225,000 acres suitable for grazing, and about 26,000 acres 
suitable for inferior grazing. About 38,000 acres are 
Crown lands, practically none of, which are suitable for 
agriculture ; about 8,000 acres would be suitable for grazing 
at an expense of about £1 per acre; and the remaining 
30,000 acres are too steep, scrubby, and heavily timbered 
for any practical use. There are about 25,000 acres of 
State forests containing stringybark, blackbutt, gum, and 


other timbers suitable for commercial purposes. There is a 
small percentage of soft woods therein. There are about 
18,000 acres reserved for State forests, from which no settle- 
ment areas are obtainable, as they fulfil functions necessary 
in the public interests. For the first 12 miles this line ~ 
would serve a fairly well settled district, used principally for 
agriculture, dairying, and grazing. The remaining 8 miles 
passes through country mainly suitable for grazing.” 

1514. For how far out does your description of the land 
apply ’—Twenty miles. 

1515. Mr. Cameron.| I presume it is purely cattle 
country ?—At present it is. The further you go north the 
more the settlers go in for cattle. They have to contend 
against wild dogs, and from what I hear sheep there are 
liable to discase until such time as the ground is sweetened 
by clearing the timber and draining the land. ‘The areas I 
have given are merely approximate. 
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Present: -— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarrMAN). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuartt Burke, Esa. 


WiiuiAmM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


George Nesbitt, M.L.A. for Byron, and retired merchant, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1516. Chatrman.] Do you wish to make a general state- 
ment with regard to the railway under consideration ?— 
Yes. At the outset I would like to say that I had a Jarge 
storekeeping business in the town of Lismore for twenty- 
six years, retiring from it two years ago. I occupied the 
position of alderman of that municipality for five years. 
One year I was mayor. I was for many years connected 
with the committee of the Lismore Agricultural and In- 
dustrial Society, and occupied the presidential chair for 
five years. I also sat on all local boards and committees 
during the time I was a resident of the district. Prior to 
my settling there, I had eight years’ commercial experi- 
ence along the whole of the North Coast. In these various 


positions I had an opportunity of acquiring a good general 
knowledge of local conditions. Based on that experience, 
T desire to place before the Committee my advocacy of the 
proposal to construct a railway line from Tenterfield to 
Casino. I am a strong advocate of that line, because I 
believe it will bring about decentralisation, which is a 
principle I have always espoused, that is, the construction 
of cross-country lines from our northern tableland to a 
coastal port—not only the line under review now, but 
similar cross-country lines. That is my principal reason 
for supporting the proposal. It would lessen the cost of 
living in the coastal area by bringing down the products 
of the coast instead of as at present taking them in a cir- 
euitous way via Sydney and then by boat to our district. 
The very large and settled population in the Richmond and 


Tweed districts justifies my attitude. The population in 
the northern part of my electorate—without the Clarence 
end—would reach about 80,000. Taking the whole district, 
the Clarence, Richmond, and Tweed, comprised in my clec- 
torate, there is a population, roughly, of 110.000 to 120,000, 
I contend it is only fair that those settlers should be placed 
in closer communication with the wheat areas of the State 
as well as with the mutton-producing areas of the Table- 
land. The closer settlement on the Richmond and Tweed 
has been brought about ‘by the establishment of the dairy- 
ing industry. That industry was greatly aided in its 
development, in the first instance, by the construction of 
a railway from Lismore to the Tweed, which enabled the 
producers to readily reach what might be termed the 
local market—to reach the creameries. It has been 
the means of settling the population to which I have 
referred. The Government having already constructed the 
railway which brought about that development on the 
coast, a line that passes through the richest land in the 
State, I contend it is the duty of the Government to free 
that coastal population in the north-east corner from its 
isolation by connecting it with the tableland in the first 
instance so as to give that population access to the pro- 
ducts of the tableland. It is mainly for that reason I 
strongly favour the construction of the line from Tenter- 
field to Casino. I understand that it is the shortest pro- 
jected tableland to coast connection, and in my opinion 
has less engineering difficulties to contend with than the 
alternative lines that have been suggested further south. 
It may be said that part of the land through which it 
would run is mountainous and of poor quality. The dis- 
trict through which the proposed line would pass, that is, 
between Tenterfield and Drake, looks from the road as if 
it were not entitled to have a railway; but from 
information which I have received I believe there 
are rich pockets within a few miles on each side of the 
main road in the mountainous part of the district. I also 
advocate the line because it would bring us into touch with 
the wheat-producing districts of the tableland, and more 
especially if the line were constructed—I mention this 
ineidentally—from Glen Innes to Inverell. ‘We would then 
have direct communication with the wheat-producing dis- 
tricts. The idea of those living on the coast was that if 
this railway were constructed, instead of bringing the 
flour, we would bring the wheat in bulk, and establish our 
own mills on the coast, where it would be gristed, and the 
bi-produets could be obtained by us at cheaper rates than 
they are now procurable from Sydney. It has often been 
said that we are paying high prices for bran and pollard 
on the coast when in a flush year, those bi-products are 
being burnt locally. The consumption of flour in the Rich- 
mond, Clarence, and Tweed districts, is estimated at about 
500,000 bushels a year. The same argument applies with 
regard to mutton. We do not raise any mutton on the 
coast. Consequently, all the mutton consumed in the areas 
with which I am dealing, has to be brought principally 
from Sydney by boat. My opinion is that the great bulk of 
the mutton consumed in the area I am speaking of, is carried 
from Sydney by boat. The average consumption of mutton 
per head of the population, according to the Statistician, 
is two and a half carcases. So that if we were all mutton- 
eaters in that district, with a population of 80,000, we 
would be consuming about 200,000 carcases a year. With 
regard to the character of the country and the town settle- 
ment this proposal would touch: Starting out from Tenter- 
field, we have there a thriving town in the midst of a 
mixed agricultural district, where potatoes are grown, and 
which are required on the coast. Although potatoes are 
produced on the Richmond and on the Tweed, and have 
been produced largely on the Clarence in the past, they 
are not of the hardy nature of those produced in the colder 
districts. Consequently the great bulk of the potatoes 
consumed in the area I mentioned—and I speak now as 
an old storekeeper—are imported. They, as well as the 
New England fruits, can be brought down by this railway. 
As you follow the main road, along the precipitous part of 
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the surveyed line, another important centre—Drake—is 
reached. In past years that was a great mining centre, 
and to-day the opinion is held by those who have remained 
on the Drake field, that many of the mines could yet be 
made to pay. J heard a gentleman who controls the mines, 
and who is resident in Drake, state to a number of Parlia- 
mentarians passing through there a couple of years ago— 
one was the Minister for Public Works, Mr. Estell—that 
the place was being kept back because the output of the 
mines could not be sent away; carriage was too high; it 
was prohibitive. Proceeding along that road, we touch the 
timber industry, principally at Mallanganee, and then 
reach the prosperous town of Casino. I am taking the 
towns in sequence to show, if possible, the justification for 
linking up these centres with the main trunk line by a 
cross-country line. Casino during the past twelve or 
fifteen years has gone ahead considerably, as the result of 
subdividing large estates around that district. It used to 
be the centre of what might be called the grazing area of 
our district; but many of the stations and grazing pro- 
perties have in recent years been subdivided. That has 
brought about closer settlement around Casino, making it 
the prosperous town it is to-day. Leaving Casino and 
going to Lismore, 20 miles further on, we have one of the 
most prosperous towns in the State, with a population of 
about 8,500. In my own time I have seen it growfroma popu- 
lation of less than 4,000. The police district around Lismore 
because of its close settlement, is approaching a popula- 
tion of 15,000. That centre in itself is one of the most 
closely-settled rural districts in the State. As we proceed 
towards the coast we find the same: thing. Along the 
present line we have the town of Bangalow, which is also in 
the midst of a very closely-settled district. Because of its 
richness in soil, being part of the Big Scrub district, it is 
capable of carrying a greater population than it does 
to-day. I have seen Bangalow and passed through 
it when it consisted of only one blacksmith’s shop. To- 
day it is a prosperous town. That has occurred in my 
short experience of the district, so that I am supported ir. 
my view with regard to the further development that wil! 
take place if we get access to the tableland. I wish ta 
refer to a statement made before the Decentralisation Com- 
mittee some years ago, that wheat grown on our table- 
land and on towards Glen Innes has to be brought to Sya- 
ney to be mixed with other wheat to make it suitable for 
use as flour. In giving evidence previously I referred to 
that statement. I wish to do so again, because I think it 
has a most important bearing on my advocacy of bringing 
the produce of the New England tableland to the coast 
without touching Sydney. Some years ago. when I was 
in business, I handled a large quantity of flour milled at 
Seone, and it was shipped to me via Newcastle without 
ever having touched the port of Sydney. It gave the 
utmost satisfaction. I am thus in a position to say that 
the statement that the northern wheat has to be sent to 
Sydney to be mixed with wheat from other parts of the 
Sate, so as to give it a whiter appearance is fallacious, 
because I had no trouble with flour sent me in truck lots 
from Seone. Sheep, too, can be brought down, and al- 
though not a sheep man, I am told they can be profitably 
fattened within our district. The saving in freight would 
justify the construction of this line. On our part we can 
supply all the butter which is required for the tableland, 
because our district is the largest producer of butter within 
the Commonwealth. It is admitted that water carriage is 
always cheaper than rail carriage, and where you can com- 
bine water carriage with rail carriage, you must necessarily 
have cheaper freight. This line, if constructed, would 


enable us to combine those two kinds of carriage. Ten- 
terfield by rail to Sydney is 481 miles, and if a railway 
were constructed from Tenterfield to Byron Bay the dis- 
tance would be 134 miles, or a little more than a quartez 
of the railway haulage to the coast if brought from Sydney 
and sent through Tenterfield. I state that to show the 
advantage it would be to the tableland. There would be q 
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market 134 miles from them at the extreme port end. If 
it was necessary to ship to Sydney, they would have the 
advantage of about 345 miles of water carriage. The 
cheap water carriage would enable them to get their pro- 
duce cheaper to Sydney than if they had to pay the whole 
of the railway freight from Tenterfield to Sydney. Before 
the Commonwealth Government undertook, some years ago, 
the control of sugar, we on the Richmond got our sugar 
direct from Queensland, and were given a concession equal 
to the freight from Sydney to our district because of that 
fact. At that time, and I think now, the storekeepers of 
Tenterfield obtained their sugar from Brisbane, 234 miles. 
There is a steamer trading between Brisbane and the 
Richmond which carries that sugar. But I would point 
out that sugar can be brought by rail from Brisbane to 
Tenterfield, supplying the district on towards Drake and 
Casino, cheaper than-in the present way. Industries other 
than the dairying industry are being established, and have 
been established in our district. Take my own particular 
part, Lismore, there are several very well-equipped joinery 
and bedding works. The timber used is procurable locally, 
and is of the best and most suitable kind. White cedar is 
now being largely used for furniture-making. As I was 
engaged in furniture-making myself, [I can say there is 
no difficulty in obtaining an efficient supply. Other tim- 
ber, such as silky oak, is available for furniture manufac- 
ture. If there is no furniture being manufactured in the 
Tenterfield part of the New England tabeland, it is because 
the. timber there is not suitable. If we were connected 
with that part of the State a trade would grow up, I feel 
certain, in connection with the furniture and joinery busi- 
ness alone. We could compete more than favourably with 
Sydney-made furniture in supplying the wants of those in 
and around Tenterfield and on towards Glen Innes, be- 
cause we would have the advantage of the light rail car- 
riage that is chargeable on furniture. So on the tableland 
they would have a shorter distance to take it from by rail 
than would be the case from Sydney. Millet is largely 
grown on the Richmond and Clarence, and on both rivers 
there are several broom and brush factories, competing 
favourably with Sydney. For years past I have known 
that the brooms used on the Richmond were locally made. 
I think the same thing applies to the Clarence end. Millet 
is not grown on the tableland, so that there we have a 
market for our brushware and brooms. Some years ago I 
was interested in a tannery in Lismore. We tanned 
leather and then manufactured it into boots, shoes, and 
saddlery. We carried that on for a time, but because of the 
difficulty of obtaining wattle-bark for the tanning, we had 
to give it up. If a direct railway were constructed we could 
get the bark required from Tenterfield, instead of—as | 
had to do some years ago—buying it in Sydney where it 
has to be brought from the South Coast in the first place, 
and then by steamer. I am convinced, too, that, with the 
aid of modern machinery, the difficulties of tanning in what 
might be termed a semi-tropical climate, can be overcome. 
I am supported in this belief by the fact that some years 
ago Australian leathers were not first-class and suitable for 
boot-making. To-day, Australian leather, tanned under 
our warm southern conditions, is held to be the best leather 
obtainable for boot-making and saddlery. My experience 
when in England some four years ago, and the experience of 
those who went through the war, was that Australian mill- 
tary boots were sought after by people on the other side 
of the world. Consequently, I am convinced we could have 
a profitable tannery business if placed in closer proximity 
to where the commodities necessary for tanning could be 
procured at cheap rates. This evidence is similar to that 
which I gave some years ago before the Public Works Com- 
mittee. It has been suggested that the proposed line would 
take away revenue from the main trunk line. Even if it 
did, there is a greater benefit to be looked to, that of giving 
of our people on the coast an opportunity of living more 
cheaply. I do not hold altogether that it would be detri- 
mental to the trunk line to the extent that some people 
think, because it would, to my mind, obviate for some 
“ears to come at any rate the necessity for the duplication 


of the main trunk line. he duplication of the main trunk 
line would cost far more than would the construction of 
this railway. The benefits derived from the construction 
of the railway would more than override any objection that 
might be taken with regard to taking haulage from the 
main trunk line. Along the surveyed track the passenger 
traffic has developed largely in recent years. J remember 
when the mail coach was the only means of carrying pas- 
sengers there. I have seen in recent years as many as 
eight to ten large Cadillae cars fully loaded with passengers 
running along there. Even after the completion of the 
North Coast line it will not, in my opinion, take all the 
passenger traffic now carried from Tenterfield to Casino 
by motor. I am strongly of the belief that when a line 
runs through a district two-thirds of that country is suit- 
able for further development. I do not look with any 
seriousness on the suggestion that the completion of the 
North Coast line will serve all the purposes that this cross- 
country railway will. I admit that the number of passen- 
gers carried on that line is less than was the case before 
the North Coast line was earrying passengers direct from 
Sydney, but the present patronage of the cars justified 
my opinion that it will not altogether kill, so to speak, the 
whole of the passenger traffic as some objectors appear to 
think. Let me emphasise the fact that I] am impressed 
with the belief that the development it will bring about will 
more than counter-balance the falling off from the through 
carriage of passengers by the North Coast line. The 
country between Tenterfield and Casino would afford an 
opportunity for further settlement. Viewing the country 
along the road from Tenterfield to about the 13 or 14 mile 
peg, it is of the New England class—suitable for mixed 
farming. The other 27 miles to Drake is rather rugged, 
but on each side of the road there are pockets suitable for 
settlement. Going on towards the settled districts of 
Casino and Lismore and Bangalow, there is a tendeney to- 
day, because of labour conditions, for dairy-farmers to 
further reduce their average areas. My opinion is that 
within a few years, because of the conditions I have re- 
ferred to, farms averaging from 50 to 100 acres, carrying a 
family that can look after the herd, will be the rule of the 
day in that district. If this railway were constructed to 
give access to the coast, the population of the Tweed and 
Richmond would increase within fifteen years to 100,000. 
The district has had a little set-back in connection with 
the banana industry, the expectations from which have 
been somewhat blighted for the time being. That industry 
would have brought about a large population. J think, 
however, that science will come to our aid, and will enable 
us to overcome the difficulty of dealing with the disease 
known as bunchy top. 

1517. This line is to serve two purposes: the main one is 
to link up the rich coastal districts of the tableland; the 
secondary one is to develop the tractless country between 
Casino and Tenterfield. In taking evidence on the Guyra 
to Dorrigo line witnesses pointed out that the Tenterfield- 
Casino line, as far as the coastal tableland connection 
was concerned, is situated somewhat inconveniently, inas- 
much as it links up with the extreme northern end of the 
tableland, whereas the Guyra-Dorrigo line more equally 
settles that tract of country between the two districts I 
have mentioned?—With regard to the statement that it 
is too far north to serve as a suitable connection, in 
giving my evidence previously, I think in 1916, I referred 
to that aspect of the case. I then pointed out that while 
that statement was true, it is equally true that if one of 
the objects of decentralisation is to establish a deep-sea 
port, that we in the north would be placed at a disadvan- 
tage in reaching a port 150 to 200 miles further south. 

1518. What port are you referring to?—Coff’s Harbour. 
As our product is of a perishable character, we could not 
be expected to send it over a railway line to the port so 
far south. There are disadvantages on both sides, They 
would suftier from the fact that the port would be too far 
north to connect with the tableland, and we say that a 
port at Coffs Harbour would not serve our purpose. If 
Byron Bay is given the extra facilities, which I hope it 
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will be with the new jetty, we can have the largest ships 
coming in there. But if the port was further south, the 
connection with the tableland made further south, and we 
were bound to send our products to a deep-sea port there, 
it would necessitate our doing so by rail in refrigerating 
cars, which would for that distance be most expensive. 

1519. It was also pointed out, with regard to the other 
aspect of this line, that is, the development of the inter- 
vening territory, a line from Grafton up the Clarence 
valley to Tabulam and Bonalbo, and on to Killarney, 
would not only settle that portion of the country, but open 
up a further large area of land not now served ?—I am not 
going to deny that the railway towards Killarney would 
bring about land development, but it would only be a 
land development line, in my opinion. It would not 
attain the object I have always had in mind and advo- 
eated, that of decentralisation. It would connect the 
Queensland Darling Downs district with a port, say, at 
Grafton. I would advocate that line for land development 
purposes; but I advocate the Tenterfield-Casino line in 
order to bring about decentralisation, and give our people 
on the coast an opportunity of trading with the people 
on the tableland. I view the two proposals differently. 
One is for land development, the other is for decentralisa- 
tion from east to west. The north-south proposal cannot 
be looked upon as a decentralisation proposal. 

1520. Is your evidence, to some extent, tinged with the 
ultimate prospect of getting a safe deep-sea harbour at 
Byron Bay?—Yes. JI am convinced that a deep-sea har- 
bour ean be constructed at Byron Bay. 

1521. Do you regard the Tenterfield to Casino line as 
being one which, in the event of a port being constructed 
at Byron Bay, would enable the tableland district to send 
its produce to oversea markets from that point¢—From 
the northern part of the tableland, yes. While my general 
statement would appear to follow the general surveyed 
line, I consider a deviation should be made from Casino 
through the Dyraaba soldier settlement, then through Bon- 
albo to Tabulam. If that were done it would form part of the 
other suggested developmental line from Grafton, because, 
from the plan submitted to me, it appears to embrace the 
connection from Tabulam to Casino through the district I 
have just mentioned, and for that reason I would advocate 
it, in order that it would touch the rich Bonalbo lands, 
and at the same time serve the Dyraaba soldier settle- 
ment. I think the Government should give access to 
soldier settlements by rail. 

1522. Mr. Mahony.| The line from Guyra to Dorrigo 
on to Inverell would help a greater number of people in 
‘* New South Wales than the line from Tenterfield to Casino, 
and would also link up the tableland and the coast?—I 
look to the fact that we have a settled population in 
greater volume on the coastal area, and that this line 
would connect with the tableland, and we have the oppor- 
tunity for further development, I hold it is the duty of 
the Government to give a settled community railway com- 
munication as a recompense for their own pioneering work, 


having established themselves in a district without the 
aid of railway communication. My district was settled 
before there was any railway. J think it is the duty of the 
Government to supply those settlers with a railway. I 
think that where a district is found suitable for develop- 
ment by railway construction the Government is bound 
to give access to such a district. J have always advocated 
that. 

1523. If it was a matter of giving the greatest good 
to the greatest number of people, which would you consider 
then ?—The place where the population exists. 

1524. You say the population exists at Tenterfield 4— 
Yes, and on the coastal areas. 

1525. With proper wharfage accommodation at Byron 
Bay could perishable commodities be dealt with?—Yes. 
But there would be a greater opportunity of making the 
bay a place of call for even oversea vessels if we could 
be connected with the tableland so as to augment our local 
trade. 

1526. Mr. Travers.| Apart altogether from the value of 
connecting the tableland with the coast, so far as the 
particular line under consideration is concerned, would 
you expect to get much freight from settlement within 
easy access of the proposed line’—I believe so, especially 
with the deviation to which [ referred through Bonalbo. 

1527. From which do you think you would get the most 
revenue—from the interchange of trade between the table- 
land and the coast, or settlement along the line?—I 
should.think we would get the most from further settle- 
ment, because it would be part and parcel of the two 
markets meeting; it would be one and the same thing. 

1528. Mr. Drummond.| Do you think the line suggested 
down the Clarence Valley would give that interchange 
of trade with Queensland in regard to the wool, wheat, 
and flour required ?—I do not think it would to the same 
extent as our own tableland. 

1529. You regard the line from Tenterfield to Casino 
principally from the point of view of the advantage it 
would give in linking up the coastal system with the 
Northern Tableland system’?—I regard it as most im- 
portant for decentralisation purposes. J differentiate be- 
tween the Tenterfield to Casino line and that from Graf- 
ton to Ixillarney; one will bring about the decentralisa- 
tion we have been asking for for forty years; the other 
is essential for land development. 

1530-31. Mr. Doe.| Two schemes have been submitted to 
the Committee in connection with a proposal to connect 
Tenterfield with Casino. One will cost £2,488,786, or 
£28,714 per mile, which is a very extensive scheme, having 
a ruling grade of 1 in 50 with an ordinary curve; the other 
is a cheaper scheme, which will cost £1,799,469, or £20,935 
per mile, with a ruling grade of 1 in 25, having a very 
sharp curve. If the cheaper scheme is carried out it will 
necessitate special rolling stock, which can be used for 
that line only. Do you think a railway over which you 
could only run special trucks constructed for that line only 
would be satisfactory ?—I do not think it would. 


THURSDAY, 9 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHairMay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuarn, Burke, Esa. 


WituiAM Cameron, Esa. 
BriAN JAMES Dor, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of construciing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


William Thomas Missingham, M.L.A., representing 
Byron electorate, sworn, and examined :— 


1532. Chairman.] Do you wish to make a general’state- 
ment with regard to the proposed line?—Yes. I have 
been a resident of the North Coast in the Lismore district 
since 1890, I have seen practically the whole of the 


development of the dairying portion of that district im 
that time. I am a farmer, and from my earliest youth 
have been connected with the land and with stock. In 
these matters I consider my opinion and knowledge to be 
equal in value to that of anyone I know of. During the 
years I have been on the North Coast I have seen it from 
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the earliest stages, when it was mostly bush, grow into 
the flourishing front garden that it is to-day. JI have seen 
practically the whole of the business block of Lismore 
grow from very small beginnings. I saw the now flourish- 
ing town of Bangalow when there was nothing but a 
farm-house there, when there were no towns at Mullum- 
bimby and Alstonville. Those towns have come as the 
result of close settlement. IJ regard the proposed railway 
from Tenterfield to Casino as a great national work, and 
when I say national I mean it in the broadest sense: first 
of all from the point of view that you have on the Rich- 
mond and Tweed Rivers a population of upwards of 
100,000, which have to seek a large portion of the food 
required outside that area. Dairying is the principal 
occupation there outside of some cane-growing. As 
the 100,000 people have to be fed by transporting a large 
portion of their food from somewhere else, I naturally 
inquire where that food can most cheaply be obtained, 
and immediately find that it is from New England and 
the north-western portion of the State. A dairying com- 
munity, apart from the requirements of the individual, 
and particularly the district of Richmond, needs a con- 
siderable amount of concentrates for stock food that can- 
not be grown in that district. To-day the Government 
farm at Wollongbar, on the Richmond River, imports 
largely from Sydney concentrated food for the stock, be- 
cause it is really an experimental farm or show place. 
Their business is to show, first of all, what can be done, 
irrespective of costs. Consequently they are importing 
a good deal of stuff to feed the stock on that farm. We 
know that since they have been doing that, the actual 
output per cow has been doubled, that it has gone from 
somewhere about 200 Ib. of butter per cow per annum to 
about 400 Ib. If the dairymen of the Richmond could be 
provided with concentrates for their stock, the same thing 
would apply to almost every farm. This cannot be done 
now, as the concentrates have to be hauled half around 
New South Wales before it can be got to where it is to 
be used. The part of the State I look to to supply that 
need is the north-west. There would be an immense 
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lucerne from the north-west if the railway is constructed, 
that would provide a good deal of revenue. It would 
create an immense amount. of production, really new 
wealth in the State, if the foodstuff for the cattle was 
available at a reasonable cost. As has already been given 
in evidence, that the Richmond and Tweed Rivers are 
not sheep-raising districts, the climate is too wet. The 
grasses of the districts are not suitable for the continuous 
feeding of sheep. While it is good fattening country for 
sheep for a time, the sheep would not continue to do well 
if fed for any length of time upon the district grasses. As 
a consequence we have to look elsewhere for the mutton 
that is required there. The same remark applies to flour 
and potatoes. It might be thought that a district such 
as the North Coast could produce for itself the potatoes 
it uses. But the potatoes of the North Coast are not good 
keeping potatces. The Clarence Valley produces the first 
potatoes in the State to appear on the market. Those pota- 
toes are put on the market immediately; they are not held 
for any length of time. The dairying industry is a special 
line in itself. - It is difficult to learn, requires infinite 
patience, and concentration of effort on the part of the 
farmer upon one subject. As a consequence the men en- 
gaged in it would much rather buy potatoes and such 
things from people who farm in that special direction, 
than waste their own individual time in growing for them- 
selves. It is one of those businesses in which the people 
engaged in it are really specialising in one kind of work 
and leaving other people to do something for them, and 
they are prepared to exchange their products to supply 
their own requirements. If 80,000 people were in any 
back part of the State a railway would have to be built to 
supply them with the foodstuffs they require—no one 
would argue otherwise. But as the North Coast is fronted 
by the Pacific Ocean, the necessity of railway facilities 


with the nearest and best market being afforded them does 
not seem to strike people in the same way. The cost of 
living of the man on the North Coast is very largely in- 
creased by reason of the fact that while he has, right at his 
door, so to speak, ample foodstuffs, they have to be carried 
about 1,000 miles to and from Sydney before he can get 
them. It is a criminal tragedy that the people of the North 
Coast haves to get from Sydney stuff grown at Inverell, 
Moree, and other districts not more than 100 or 150 miles 
away from them. I believe that this great population, wait- 
ing to do business with another part of the State, would 
provide sufficient traffic to the line to make it a paying one. 
Then, too, the people immediately behind the Richmond and 
Clarence districts are entitled to be supplied with facilities 
to send their goods to the nearest market. Immediately in 
front of Inverell and the north-west, there is a big market 
waiting for a good portion of the stuff that they can grow; 
and they are unable to use that market. As a national 
work for the development of the country, there is nothing 
better that can be done by the State. I have spoken so 
far with my mind only on the people in the two districts 
at either end of the proposed line, but, having seen the 
great development which has taken place on the Richmond 
River, where there were reasonable means of transit af- 
forded, I know there are equally as great possibilities of 
development in the upper reaches of the Clarence River as 
has been the case between Casino and the sea. The land 
and the climate is there, and there is every reason why, 
with suitable means of communication, settlement should 
grow in the upper reaches of the Clarence above Bonalbo 
up to the Queensland border in proportion equally as great 
as between Casino and Lismore, or between Lismore and 
the sea. The whole of the line, as far as I know—and I 
have a very good knowledge of a great portion of the coast 
of Australia—would go through country which is rather 
better than other places in the State. JI am speaking 
of the line from Tenterfield to Casino. The Sydney 
market has to depend very largely, in bad times, and is 
to-day dependent very largely for its beef, on cattle which 
come from the country between Mallanganee, and Tenter- 
field. It will be noticed from the stock reports that 
Tenterfield trucked stock top the market in the Sydney 
yards from week to week. With that knowledge in mind, 
I am quite satisfied there is no part—perhaps with the ex- 
ception of a place here and there between Drake and 
Sandy Hill—that is not suitable for reasonably close 
settlement. From Sandy Hills to Tenterfield you can 
have as close settlement as from Tabulam to Casino. 
You will certainly have a settlement a very great deal 
closer than is the case at present. Such development as I 
anticipate, apart from freights, will mean a great deal to 
the country in the way of increased wealth from primary 
production. I do not regard the proposed railway from 
Tenterfield to Casino as a complete answer to the require- 
ments of these districts, but I look upon it as the first 
factor in the development of those districts. From two 
points: first that it would cheapen living, and would assist 
in developing a lot of country, and secondly, that it would 
permit of the produce from above Tabulam going to its 
natural port. I take it that whatever railway is built, 
the trade above Tabulam to the Queensland border up 
the valley of the Clarence will always flow towards the 
coast, because the haulage distance would be somewhere 
about half what it would be to Grafton down the valley of 
the Clarence. There is to-day a community of interests 
between the people who are right up the valley of the 
Clarence and Casino that does not exist with any other 
part or any other business place. I look upon the railway 
from Tenterfield to Casino as the first section possibly for 
developing that country. I am firmly convinced that a 
line must be built at once up the-Clarence valley from 
Grafton to the Queensland border for the purpose of closer 
settlement. It is no answer to the people of the Richmond 
and adjacent districts to their request to be supplied with 
foodstuffs, to say that a line will be built up the valley of 
the Clarence. If you took a line up the valley of the 
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Clarence to Killarney, when you got there you would find 
that the stuff the people of the districts lower down required 
was not on the border. It would have to be drawn from a 
very cousiderable distance out from some portion of Queens- 
land before you could get sufficient to meet the require- 
ments of the district. And when you got it to the border 
you would have the break of gauge obstacle to meet and 
surmount, which would add very conisderably to the cost 
ot transit. Apart from that we, as a State, have a right, 
I take it, to first consider our own people. If there is any 
intention to build a railway for the purpose of supplying 
the requirements of the district, then I think it should be 
built to draw supplies from our own people. As lines for 
closer settlement, the line up the Clarence and the line 
from Tenterfield to Casino are both, to my mind, war- 
ranted, as they will lead to immense closer settlement, and 
very great development. JI am supporting now the line 
the Committee is inquiring into. If you were engaged on 
the other line, I would be equally emphatic that it should 
be built, for reasons than I would then give. I had 
the opportunity yesterday afternoon, when Mr. Nesbitt 
Was giving evidence, of hearing what he said, and I 
endorse, in almost every particular, the evidence given by 
him. As a consequence I have not followed the same 
arguments, but have supplemented what he said with some 
additional ideas of my own. [I regard the line from Ten- 
terfield to Casino neither as an alternative to a railway 
from Guyra to Dorrigo, nor yet in opposition to it. My 
ewn belief, from a pretty good knowledge of the country, 
is that the line from Guyra to Dorrigo is required. The 
distance from Tenterfield to Guyra would be well over 100 
miles, and I think anywhere in New South Wales there is 
room for parallel railways within 100 miles of each other. 
At the same time I would dismiss from my argument any 
thought of shifting the surplus produce from Inverell 
to the Richmond and Tweed Rivers through those routes. 
I do not think a great amount of produce will be taken to 
Coffs Harbour via Guyra for shipment. JI am inclined to 
think, if there is ever any development, it will be via 
Grafton. The Clarence River is a better seaport in its 
natural state than Coff’s Harbour will ever be, and is 
capable of being made a great port and harbour at a reason- 
ably cheap cost. The line from Tenterfield to Casino 
will be a cross-country line. It will put the foodstuffs 
of the north-west into the hands of the people on the 
north-east who want them, without any unnecessary 
haulage around the country to get them there. I believe 
ihe consuming population of the north-east is sufficient 
to warrant the expenditure of public money on the line. 
The increased population and production that it will bring 
te the north-east and the extra facilities it will give for 
closer setlement will be of immense benefit to the whole 
State. 

1533. You have spoken about the very rapid and per- 
manent development of what is known as the North Coast 
districts. It appears they developed without having those 
opportunities which you now think they ought to have— 
T am referring to places such as Casino and Bangalow ?— 
They rapidly developed because of the close farm settle- 
ment around them. 

1534. And in spite of their handicaps you say they are 
now suffering from, and must have suffered from in the 
past ’—They would have been very much bigger towns if 
they had not suffered from thcse handicaps. 


1535. The development has been extremely rapid, and 
appears to be permanent, without the advantages of get- 
ting their concentrated foods and mutton from the west 
or north-west?’—Yes. What has taken place in the past 
in farm development—and that is the keynote of all de- 
velopment in that district—cannot go on continuously 
because the land was new. Immediately the land was 
cleared there was in the soil the concentrated quality of 
years of idleness. The land was new. The burning-off of 
the scrub put potash and other material into the land, 
which was sufficient to keep things going. That is gradu- 
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ally wearing out. The rapid development that has taken 
place has been, to some extent, at the expense of the 
country as we found it. That fact will become more 
pronounced as time goes on. 

1536. You seem to think the district has been neglected 
as far as railway communication is concerned ?—No; but I 
suggest that we should have additional facilities now that 
we have become such a large community. When there 
were a few people there we could not put up the same 
argument we do now that there is such a large com- 
munity. 

1537. Would not the North Coast line, which is rapidly 
nearing completion, remove to a very large extent some 
of the disabilities from which you now suffer in the way 
you mention ?—Not one. 

1538. You mentioned something about very long haul- 
age; will you not be able to get pollard and bran, and 
that class of dairy foods, with a much shorter haul by the 
North Coast line from the mills on that line or at New- 
castle?—No. There is not a mill on that line. The dis- 
tance from Newcastle to Casino is something over 400 
miles. 

1539. From Sydney?—There would be another 100 
miles on to that. I think it is 527 miles from Sydney to 
Lismore by rail. 

1540. The completion of the North Coast line would 
bring you nearer than you have been for many years past 
to direct communication with those sources of supply ?— 
No, because to-day we have the steamer freights from 
Sydney to Lismore or to any of the other ports. By the 
completion of the North Coast line it will not make a bit 
of difference to us, because it will not be as cheap as it is 
now. 

1541. Have you looked that up? You must remember 
that freightage on that class of produce is not directly 
proportionate to the distance. We have the zone system, 
and it may easily happen that on the North Coast line 
freights for that class of fodder may be cheaper than 
sending it by sea, and down by the existing railway ?—1! 
do not think so. JI have never taken the trouble to check 
it, but I have had goods sent to me by boat from Sydney, 
and had them conveyed about 22 miles from Byron Bay on 
the train, and the trainage cost was more than that of the 
344 miles by boat. 

1542. Are we to conclude that the North Coast line wilt 
not give you any relief in getting concentrated food for 
the stock and flour and mutton for the people?—The North 
Coast line may bring us mutton, because it can be got 
probably about Maitland. I still adhere to the opinion I 
expressed, that the nearest and best place to obtain those 
foods is in the north-west. 

1543. Do you think that the 100,000 people you referred 


. to would be worth the expenditure of about £2,500,000, 


with the consequent annual loss?—I do not think, once 
the line was built and in working order, there would be any 
loss, even with the expenditure of £2,500,000 plus run- 
ning costs, because I believe that the through traffic, plus 
the local people moving backwards and forward, and the 
haulage of timber, cream, and other stuff, would make the 
line a paying one. Even if there were a loss, the con- 
struction of that line would be justified in my opinion, 
because it would lead to a large amount of settlement, 
and every year there would be additional wealth in the 
greatly increased production. 


1544. It was pointed out by some witnesses that as far 
as this line as a connection between the tableland and the 
coast is concerned, being so far north and tapping 
only the extreme north of the tableland, it would not be as 
good as other connections further south?—The only other 
connection I have in mind is that from Guyra down, and 
that would not be very suitable to this particular district, 
because you at once put on extra haulage, and you are 
going over a mountain of over 4,000 feet at Guyra, when 
you could get over 1,600 feet lower at Tenterfield. And 
the district through which it goes is of sufficient im- 
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portance to discount anything about whether it is north 
or south. I am speaking now of the pockets of people who 
reside on the K:chmond and Tweed Rivers, New England, 
and the north-west. We want to get those people into a 
position to trade together, and the question arises whether 
it is profitable to do so. I believe it is by that particular 
route, for the reasons I have set out. 

1545. Mr. Cameron] You know the country well between 
Tabulam and Tenterfield, and made a statement that the 
land would be suitable for closer settlement?—Yes, for 
closer settlement, but not intense closer settlement. I said 
from Tabulam to Tenterfield it would be a great deal 
more closely settled than it is now, but not as closely 
settled as from Tabulam to Casino. 

1546. What area would you consider a man would want 
between Tabulam and Tenterfield on the range of moun- 
tains‘—You cannot take the land seen along the road as 
the average quality of the country. 

1547. Why ’—Because you strike the worst spot in it. 
You can see nowhere more than 2 or 3 miles on either 
side of the road. I say that a great deal of additional 
occupation can be brought about between Tabulam and 
Tenterfield—not on that particular spot, but on spots 
along the line—to a greater extent than exist there at 
present. 

1548. Would it be very expensive to make roads to con- 
nect to that line out in those valleys’—There are roads in 
them now. The people get in and out there at present. 
I do not know that it is worse for road construction than 
on the South Coast. Take south of Wollongong, the rough 
places around the mountains are just as inaccessible as 
anything between Tabulam and Tenterfield. 

1549. What area would be a living area?—About 400 or 
500 aeres. 

1550. In the ranges¢—I am taking an average between 
Tenterfield and Tabulam. 

1551. In what particular industry could a man make a 
living on 400 acres’—A man could make a good living on 
less than 400 acres in the dairying industry in that dis- 
trict. If he went in for grazing he would want many 
acres. 

1552. Are you prepared to state that that country is 
ae e for dairying ’—Some of it. 

553. What proportion of it’—About one half. 

ae You state that as an expert in dairying ?¢—I do. 

1555. Is it good fattening country /—It is. Where you 
ean fatten cattle it is suitable for dairying,.the country 
is well watered. 

1556. Assuming the railway were built, would you say 
that the land should be made available for settlers in 
maximum areas of 400 acres ’—With some of the land you 
would want a great deal less than 400 acres to make a 
success. 

1557. In what way would the line, if built, provide 
cheaper living ?—It would cheapen supplies such as pota- 
toes and mutton. 

1558. Is there not a fairly large quantity of potatoes 
grown on the North Coast ’—Only on the Clarence River, 
and they are grown early in the season. 

1559. Would not the potatoes grown there supply them 
for six months in the year’—No. 

1560. Why not?—Beeause they do not crow them. No 
potatoes grown on the Richmond would keep six months. 

1561. To what extent would flour be cheaper than if it 
were carried to Inverell?—With direct communication, it 
must be cheaper. 

1562. Would not that be a very small item?—I did not 
say we were going to reduce the cost of living by any 
specific amount. I made a general statement that the 
cost of living would be reduced. 

1563. To what extent would it be reduced?—I have 
not gone into that, but that it would be reduced is an 
obvious fact. 

1564. Your main argument in favour of the line is 
really that it is a cross-country connection’—No. My 
main argument was that you had two sections of people 
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who could trade direct with one another, instead of 
sending the stuff around the country to get it back again. 
I also said that there were sufficient people there to make 
the line profitable, plus the extra settlement that would be 
brought about. 

1565. It is not a question of connecting the North 
Coast line with the Great Northern line so much as it is 
cf connecting Tenterfield with Lismore?—When you con- 
nect Casino with Tenterfield you connect with the table- 
land. I will admit freely that another railway from the 
Northern Tableland to Inverell is required. 

1566. Would the country over the range from Tabulam 
to Mallanganee carry much closer settlement ?—Yes, that 
is all good country. It is all pine serub; 100 acres of 
that will make a good dairy farm. The Richmond Range 
is good country. 

1567. Would it be as good as around Tabulam?—lIt is 
better than a lot of the land around Tabulam; it is not 
better than the flats at Tabulam. 

1568. Did you express an opinion as to whether it would 
be better for the line to go around by Bonalbo’—That 1 
consider is a matter for the engineers to decide. You 
have three proposals: one following generally the Tenter- 
field road, another through Doubtful Creek, and yet an- 
other from the Grafton line through Mongogrie. 

1569. Would you care to express an opinion as to which 
is the best’—I should say the one from Doubtful Creek 
through Bonalbo has the best country, and it would telp 
to drain the upper Clarence better than perhaps the line, 
which generally follows the road. 

1570. Would it carry more settlement ’—Yes. 

1571. Mr. Burke.| Did I understand you to say that 
you did not regard the Tenterfield to Casino route as a 
rival to that from Guyra to Dorrigo?—That is so, 

1572. You are not opposed to the Guyra-Dorrigo route? 
—No; I believe that sooner or later it must be built. 

1573. Did you consider the Tenterfield to Casino line 
from the financial aspect?—Only in the sense that I be- 
lieve it would be a profitable undertaking for the State. 

1574. At the same time you are of opinion that the 
Guyra-Dorrigo line will come sooner or later ?—Yes. 

1575. It may be sooner?—My own opinion = that it 
should not be. 

1576. Did you say that the trade would mostly be drawn 
from Tenterfield to Casino?—No; from the north-west. 

1577. Supposing that the Guyra-Dorrigo line were com- 
pleted within a reasonable number of years, would it not 
also draw trade from the north-west /—Yes. 

1578. So that you would have two routes drawing from 
the north-west? ‘but where that line strikes the 
North Coast line it is a greater distance from Casino than 
it is from Casino to the New England line. — 

1579. But that line would be striking Coff’s Harbour ?— 
The nearest place it would touch the line, as far as the 
Richmond and Clarence are concerned, would be Glen- 
reagh—28 miles from South Grafton. 

1580. It would eventually go to Coff’s Harbour?—lIt 
would go both ways. 

1581. With two lines draining the north-west a finan- 
cial success could not be made on either line?—That is not 
so. I do not think a 2d: stamp would be sent by rail from 
Guyra to Casino, around by Dorrigo and Glenreagh, if 
there was a line from Casino to Tenterfield. 

1582. You are only considering the population at present 
on the North Coast for the purpose of having them served 
with the produce of the north-west?—I am thinking of 
them primarily. I also said that there was room for a very 
much greater increase. 

1583. But are you not considering any seaport trade ?— 
T believe that would eventually develop. 

1584. You are not of opinion that it is likely to develop 
early 2—I am quite satisfied that it would develop right 
away if the State would only construct a port there. We 

cannot develop a trade without a port. 


1585. Supposing a port were built in the event of the 
line being constructed—and to an extent there is already 
a port at Coff’s Harbour—for the purpose of oversea trade, 
would not the trade be divided from the north-west ?—It 
might; but they will never make an oversea port at Coff’s 
Harbour, according to the evidence given before the de- 
centralisation committee. 

1586. You are urging that it will serve the people on the 
northern part of the coast to have this line constructed? 
—Yes, immediately. I am mainly arguing along those 
lines. I anticipate that somebody will wake up some day 
and construct a port there, or the people will do it for 
themselves; and when they do there will be a great develop- 
ment of oversea shipping there. 

1587. You are not stressing that point at present ?—No, 
for the simple reason that you are not considering the 
question of building a seaport as a complement to the 
railway. If you were, I would strongly stress that point. 

1588. The reason I ask that is that most of the wit- 
nesses have stressed that point: that the line from Tenter- 
field to Casino will have the effect of creating a big over- 
sea port at Byron Bay, and that is one of their main argu- 
ments as to where the trade will be created in going from 
the north-west right to Byron Bay and being shipped 
oversea direct. You do not stress that point?—I do not 
stress it. But to my mind that will take place once a port 
is made. I would not say Byron Bay—there are other 
possible ports. 

1589. Your main contention is that the revenue will 
come from the creation of a trade between the north-west 
ind the North Coast?—To a great extent. J have already 
said that I believe the valley of the Clarence will carry 
a very close and intense farming community. When you 
look at the map and see the area of country between 
Bonalbo and the Queensland border, you can readily per- 
ceive it is going to mean a big item in railway freights. I 
believe that area will not be so intensely a dairying 
area as it will be a mixed farming area. That will mean 
heavier traffic than would be the case if it were entirely 
devoted to dairying. You consider that the line should 
be made a paying one independently of the Guyra-Dorrigo 
line ?—Yes. 

1590. Did you ever go into the cost of construction of 
those lines ?—No. 

1591. You are also supporting a connection with In- 
verell ?—Yces. 

1592. The cost of the three lines you spoke of would be 
£4,591,104, and there is a population there of about 100,000, 
which would work out at about £45 per head?—TI am satis- 
field, if the line was built, it would mean more than £45 
to me in one year—from the fact that I would get that 
much extra from my farm and stock. 

1593. Comparing that country with the Guyra-Dorrigo 
country, would not the Guyra-Dorrigo line be in a better 
position to suit the larger number of people?—No. The 
Guyra-Dorrigo line would not be worth a fiip of the finger 
to the 80,000 or 100,000 people on the Richmond River. 
Whatever virtue it has is, from the point of view of suit- 
ability for the people of Guyra and the intervening dis- 
trict between that and the coast, and whatever it might do 
for the people west of Guyra. 

1594. You want wheat and sheep for people on the North 
Coast. Is it not possible to draw them to the Guyra- 
Dorrigo line in connection with the North Coast line?— 
Yes, but at a greater distance of haulage. 

1595. If you take Sydney into consideration?—If you 
take Sydney, yes, at a great distance for haulage. 

1596. That would be of some importance?—Yes. 

1597. A railway from Casino through Bonalbo, as far as 
Tabulam and stopping there would that be of any benefit ? 
—Yes, of very considerable benefit, from the point of view 
of settlement. 

1598. Would you consider it a better paying proposition 
than carrying it right through?—No. 

1599. Mr. Travers.] From which would you expect to 
get the most ee from the local traffic, which would 
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follow the construction of the line, cr from the interven- 
ing trafic between Tabulam and the coast?—If the lie 
would tap Inverell or somewhere where there were con- 
siderable quantities of stuff, such as we requir, I would say 
the through traffic. : 

1600. Do you look upon the line from Glen Innes to 
Inverell as being complementary to this line?—I do. 

1601. From which section of the line, from the point of 
view of local traffic, would you expect to get most develop- 
ment, from Tenterfield to Tabulam, or from Tabulam to 
Casino ?’—From Tabulam to Casino. 


1602. In the event of the line being built from Grafton 
up through the Clarence valley touching the Yulgilbar, 
Tabulam, Urbenville, Acacia Creek, and on to Killarney, 
would not that line, from the point of view of local settle- 
ment, be a competitor with the line from Casino to Tenter- 
field; and would not that line serve most of the good 
country between Tabulam and Casino, and any good 
country there may be between Tabulam and Drake ?—Such 
a line will serve all the very good country there is between 
Grafton and Tabulam, and possibly a little towards Drake 
economically and properly. Beyond that it will only serve 
it at the expense of the people who are going to use it. 
The natural outlet of the country above Tabulam is Casind 
and to the seaboard that way. I think it is little more 
than half the distance it is between Tabulam and Grafton. ” 


1603. But from Tabulam on, say, taking 10 or 15 miles 
on either side of the line I have been speaking of from 
Grafton, that would serve the good country between 
Tabulam and Casino on the eastern side and between 
Tabulam and Drake on the western side, would it not ?— 
That will certainly serve some. But, again, the natural 
direction for the produce of Bonalbo is towards Casino. 


1604. Supposing the line were constructed from Grafton 
right through the points I mentioned to Killarney, and a 
connection was then made from Casino to that line, would 
not that meet your objection?’—That would, undoubtedly, 
be a localised line of great benefit from the point of view 
of settlement. But it would not meet the trade require- 
ments of the district. 

1605. Generally your statement is in favour of linking 
up the main northern line with the North Coast line ?— 
That is so. 

1606. Mi. Doe.|] A witness giving evidence at Tabulam, 
in reply to questions put by myself, gave the following 
answers :— 


The country between Tenterfield and Drake is mostly very 
rough ?—It is decent grazing country. 

Do I understand you would be satisfied with a railway 
from Casino to Tabulam?—A line from anywhere to Tabulam 
would suit this district. I do not think any Government 
would be justified in spending the money involved on a 
line from here to Tenterfield—it would not be a sound 
proposition; but between here and Casino a railway would 
be a paying proposition from the start. 


You entirely disagree with that statement ?—I do entirely. 
A great deal would depend on what his line of argument 
Suppose your inquiry was as to whether the line 
should be from Tenterfield to Tabulam, his argument 
would be probably correct; but as it is part of a through 
line, his argument is incorrect. 


1607. Your argument is to the effect that both lines 
under consideration of the Committee, that is the line 
from Tenterfield to Casino and the line from Guyra to 
Dorrigo, should be built—that the needs of the country 
demand the construction of the two lines?’—I do say that. 
I believe in the soundness of my own ease. I believe that 
sooner or later a line must be built from Guyra to Dorrigo 
for settlement and other purposes; but I do not believe 
that there will be great deal of stuff brought to Coff’s 
Harbour for shipment. 

1608. If the Guyra to Dorrigo line is to be built sooner 
or later, and also the Tenterfield to Casino line, which 
one should be the sooner?—The Tenterfield line, because 
the people are already here waiting for it. 


Witnesses. W. T. Missingham, 9 August, and T. E. Burrows, 3 


4609. And are not the people at the other end waiting 
for the other line?—There are a great number of people 
there, but they are not nearly so thickly placed as in the 
other case. 

1610. Considering that the annual interest charge for 
the Tenterfield to Casino line’ will be somewhere in the 
vicinity of £137,000, apart from working expenses, do you 
think there is any possibility of any portion of that in- 
terest being paid by the returns from the line, or would 
it remain a charge for any considerable time against the 
ordinary revenue of the State?—I think that the line, 
as soon as it got into working order, would create such 
settlement in the district that it would cover all charges. 

1611. Mr. Drummond.|] Where do you anticipate that 
the concentrates you spoke of would come?—Anywhere 
from out in the north-west wherever wheat and lucerne 
ig grown. 

1612. Do you not think that a line from Grafton te 

Killarney would give you access to the concentrates from 
Southern Queensland?—No. They are not stacked on the 
borders waiting for the train. They have to be drawn a 
good distance before reaching the border. If these come 
a good distance you would have extensive haulage, and 
when you got to the border you would have to contend 
with the break of gauge. 
..1613. So that you do not consider, from the point of 
view of interchange of products required* by the coast, 
that your interests would be fully met in that respect by 
the construction of that line?—I do not. 

1614. You stated you had seen the development of the 
coast from its roughest stage to what it is to-day. Before 
the railway was built, was there any considerable develop- 
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ment along the rivers?—Yes. The whole of the big scrub 
was selected in 1880 and 1881. The line was under con- 
struction from 1892 to 1894. The land was then all taken 
up. 

1615. Was there a marked development of the country 
as the actual result of the building of the railway ?’—The 
great advantage the building of the railway there was the 
rapid method of transit it afforded for cream. If it had 
to be drawn by a team of horses it would be all day on the 
road. When the railway was built, refrigerators were put 
in at Lismore and Byron Bay, and we received the cream 
early every day. It is due to the railway and good 
management that the North Coast has such a fine record 
with respect to the quality of its butter. 

1616. Does the butter deteriorate in transit from these 
factories ?—I would not say it does, because they are able 
to get it with fair rapidity to a cooling chamber. They 
freeze it at extra expense to themselves. The butter from 
the Richmond factories is only chilled to a certain point; 
but in the other instance it has to be brought many 
points lower. 

1617. With regard to the food necessities of the coast. 
You said mutton would be extensively used if you had a 
ready means of communication with the sheep-grazing 
areas. As a man who has had experience as a farmer, do 
you think there would be a tendency for a greater trade to 
develop in mutton ?—Yes. 

1618. Would there be a tendency on the part of the 
farmer to fatten and kill their own beef?-They have all 
the beef they want now. Mutton can only be obtained 
eecasionally. I estimate there will probably be 4,000 sheep 
a week brought down to the Richmond and Tweed Rivers 
when the railway is complete. i 


THURSDAY, 0 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present :— 


The Hon. Jonn TRAvers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis MicHAEL Burke, Esa. 


tke” Hone wh A Dilek 


(CHAIRMAN). 
WitiiaM Cameron, Esq, 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drum™Monp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


Thomas Edward Burrows, M.Inst.C.E., Chief Engineer, 
Harbours and Rivers Branch, Department of Public 
Works, sworn, and examined :— 


1619. Chairman.| Regarding the suitability of Coff’s 
Harbour, the Clarence entrance, and Byron Bay as coastal 
ports, have you a statement to read?—Yes, it is as fol- 
lows :— 


SUiTapiniry OF Corr’s HARBOUR, CLARENCE ENTRANCE, AND 
Byron Bay as COASTAL PorTs. 


Coft’s Harbour.—This port, which is of the open road- 
stead type, is situated 240 miles north of Sydney and 54 
miles south of the Clarence River entrance. Jetty accom- 
modation suitable for the amount of the existing trade 
has been provided. Improvements, shown in blue colour on 


the plan, are being carried out at an estimated cost of 
£465,456. These works, which were practically those autho- 
rised by Parliament, were estimated originally ‘to cost 


£195,200, but owing to the war conditions and the increase 
in cost of labour and material the then estimated cost has 
been more than doubled. The northern wall has been 
carried out to a distance of 2,700 feet, and this leaves 
about 500 feet to be constructed to complete the structure 
to Mutten Bird Island. It is expected that this wall will 
be completed by the end of the current year. The eastern 
breakwater commences on the outer end of the South Coff’s 
Island, and will extend in a north-easterly direction towards 
Mutton Bird Island, a distance of about 1,200 feet. Very 
little work has been done on this wall up to the present. 
Preparations are being made for the construction of about 
twelve 100-ton concrete blocks, which will be used to break 
up the wave action at the base of this breakwater adjoining 
the steep rock face on the island. Provision is made in the 
estimate for the construction of two jetties on the lee of 


the eastern wall. These will be 650 feet long, SO feet wide, 
and provide for vessels of 24 feet draft. The estimated cost 
of these jetties is £80,000. Interstate steamers from 4,000 
to 5,000 tons capacity will have satisfactory accommodation 
provided here when these jetties are completed. The area 
available within the port when breakwaters are completed 
and a small area dredged will be 116 acres, carrying a depth 
of 24 feet and over at low water. 

Clarence River Hntranee.—This entrance is situated 294 
miles from Sydney, 51 miles south of Byron Bay. As a 
coastal port this river entrance provides for vessels haying 
a draft of 12 feet at all states of the tide. The entrance 
channel retains this depth normally, and when it is shoaled 
by on-shore gales the normal depth is soon restored, either by 
the natural scour or by dredging. The construction of a 
breakwater on the northern side of the entrance was ap- 
proved by the Public Works Committee, and an authorising 
Act was subsequently passed by Parliament to allow portion 
of this breakwater being constructed. Hitherto no actual 
commencement has been made with the work beyond 
collecting plant for the purpose of quarrying stone at 
Woodford Quarry. The removal of the reef has also been 
authorised by Parliament, but it has been considered de- 
sirable not to commence this work until some protection 
from wave action has been provided by the extension of the 
northern breakwater above referred to. The result of the 
above-mentioned works should be an improvement in the 
depth of the entrance channel, and lessen considerably the 
amount of dredging required, as the sand now carried into 
the entrance from the northern beach will be cut off by the 
construction of the portion of the northern wall referred to. 
These improvements, which were estimated to cost £69,000 
and £28,500 respectively, will when completed enable yessels 
of 14 feet to 15 feet draft to enter the port and navigate 
the river to Grafton. Additional dredging will be required 
to maintain this additional depth in the river, the cost of 
which is estimated to amount to £6,000 per annum. 


Byron Bay.—This port, which is also the open roadstead 
(ype, is situated 345 miles from Sydney and 51 miles north 
of the Clarence Entrance. Protection afforded by the eouth- 
ern headland (Cape Byron) is generally sufficient to enable 
sbipping to be carried on throughout the year without inter- 
ruption. The anchorage in Byron Bay cannot be said to be 
good holding ground, and for this reason vessels are some- 
times during bad weather in danger of getting ashore, The 
existing jetty is not in the best position available, either as 
regards depth of water or the direction of the waves. The 
construction of a new jetty, at an estimated Cost of about 
£72,000, is now under consideration. This jetty, if carried 
out, will give all reasonable facilities required for the use of 
Byron Bay as a coastal port. 


Cost of Works necessary to be undertaken to render these 
ports suitable for Deep-sea Vessels 


Coff’s Harbour—-In the present scheme of harbour in- 
provements now being carried out at this place provision is 
made for vessels of 24 feet draft. This would cover many 
of the interstate vessels and a small proportion of oversea 
ships. This scheme is indicated in blue on the plan. The 
enclosure which will be made on completion of the break- 
water must, however, be regarded aS a small matter, and 


there will be very little sea-room for large vesseis to 
mancuyre, In calm weather vessels of 4,000 to. 5,000 tous 


capacity could be navigated in and out of port withont 
difficulty, but in an easterly gale vessels of the size named 
would have to put to sea to avoid being blown ashore. 
To create a larger port, capable of dealing with vessels of, 
say, 30 feet draft, would entail much heavier expenditure, 
and either of the enclosures on the plan would be suitabie 
for converting into ports for the larger vesssels referred to. 


The cost of these works is roughly estimated as follows :-— 


Area over 
4 fathoms. 


£ Acres. 

Scheme shown in red 879,300 148 

Scheme shown in yellow 1,236,900 260 

Scheme shown in dark green 1,274,200 250 
Scheme shown in dark etven and 

light green 2,071,800 863 


These estimates have see arriv ed at by simply doubling 
the figures prepared in 1915. The schemes were prepared 
in connection with the Decentralisation Commissioners’ re- 
port by Messrs. De Burgh and Keele, acting independently 
of each ofher. In my opinion there is little to choose be 
tween the schemes shown except in the matter of cost. The 
scheme shown in yellow would give the greatest length of 
sea-room in an easterly gale, while in a southerly or south- 
easterly wind the scheme shown by red line would give most 
protection, and as the prevailing heavy winds come from 
these quarters the balance of Oe ae is in favour of this 
scheme. \ 

Clarence Entrance.—In connection with a port for deep- 
sea vessels at this entrance, an outer harbour of 282 acres 
in extent might be formed by breakwaters as indicated on 
plan, leaving an opening for navigation 1,400 feet in width. 
The area of the inner harbour shown when dredged over 4 
fathoms in depth would be 440 acres. These two works 
would cost respectively—£1,044,000 the outer harbour and 
£676,000 the inner harbour, the total cost amounting to 
£1,720,000. The harbour, being at the mouth of the river, 
is subject to heavy floods, and would require constant atten- 
tion as regards dredging. I have set the annual cost down 
for the purpose at £10,000 per annum. Freight could be 
shipped and unloaded at-both the outer and inner portions 
of the proposed port, and carried by lighter to and from 
Grafton. Passengers could be provided for by fast line of 
ferry steamers, or by bringing a branch line of rail from 
South Grafton to the entrance at Yamba. 

Byron Bay.—The design for a breakwater at this port is 
a small modified one from that designed by Mr. C. W. Darley 
when Engineer-in-Chief, and although it will not provide 
complete protection from all bad weather, it would add 
very materially to the natural protection afforded by the 
headland of Cape Byron and reef extending from it to the 
northward. As pointed out above, the anchorage or holding 
ground in this bay is somewhat indifferent, being mostly 
a few feet of sand. overlying harder material, such as in- 
durated sand, and it would be necessary to provide special 
moorings for vessels of considerable size at this port. The 
mmain point of yariation from Mr. Darley’s proposal con- 
sists in leaving an opening 1,000 feet wide at the Cape 
Byron end of the proposed breakwater, the idea being to 
enable the sand travelling round the bay to find an exit, 
and not be trapped in the port, as would probably be the case 
if no such opening were left. Experience gained at Trial 
Bay, where the sand has been trapped by the breakwater 
there under similar conditions, leads to this recommenda- 
tion. The cost of the breakwater and the necessary moor- 
ings for six vessels might be taken as £695,000, new jetty 
as before £72,000, total £767,000. Length of breakwater 
6,475 feet, area protected 150 acres, 
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1620. Will you get as much water as the result of the 
work authorised at Coff’s Harbour and suggested at the 
Clarence entrance as you have at Port Kembla?—No. 

1621. In order to get as much water there as you have at 
Port Kembla for the accommodation of oversea ships 
heavy expenditure in each ease would be necessary ’—Yes. 
Not so much expenditure would be required at Byron Bay; 
but the suggested work will not give as much water as wa 
have at Port Kembla. 

1622. Do you anticipate larger vessels of 4,000 and 5,000 
tons going to Coff’s Harbour as the result of the work 
now in progress ?—-I do not anticipate that, although more 
water could be obtained by more extensive dredging. 

1623. Would it be a costly job at Coff’s Harbour ?—No. 

1624. Would the work have to proceed from year to 
year?—Once it was done I think the depth would remain 
fairly stable. 

1625. I understand that of the so-called artificial har- 
bours on ee New South Wales coast Port Kembla is ee 


4626. Mr. Travers.| What is the total area of water a 
Oofl’s Harbour /—246 acres at high tide. 

1627. Has the Department considered the advisableness 
of pushing on with other schemes shown in red and in 
yellow on the plan ?’—No. 

1628. Do you consider that the requirements of Coff’s 
Harbour will be met when the scheme shown in blue on: 
the plan is completed?—Yes, requirements will be met for. 
vessels up to 4,000 and 5,000 tons. I do not think vessels . 
larger than that could be handled at Coff’s Harbour, even 
if there were sufficient water, because the harbour would 
not be big enough, 

1629. What would it cost to provide the same facilities a 
Byron Bay as there will be at Coff’s Harbour when the 
proposed scheme is completed ?—With ao jetty, £767,000 ; 
without the jetty, £695,000. 

1630. Would that give you an average depth of 24 feet?» 
—We should have more water and could accommodate | 
larger ships at Byron Bay. 

1631. Considering Byron Bay, the Clarence entrance, 
and Coff’s Harbour, the three principal ports on the North . 
Coast, from the standpoint of decentralisation and the ° 
provision of railway communication between the North. 
Coast and the Northern tablelands, which, in your opinion 
is the best for oversea sipping} sdivton Bay, all thing 
considered. 

1632. Mr. Doe.| Would the scheme shown in green on th 
plan provide an outer harbour at Coff’s Harbour ?—Yes. 

1633. I understand that scheme is an adjunct to th: 
work now in course of construction ?—Yes. 

1634. Would the construction of a breakwater at Byro. 
Bay afford reasonable protection to vessels lying at th 
proposed jetty ’—Yes. 

1635. Would it be advantageous to further extend th 
jetty further¢—Yes, that could be done at any time. 

1636. Mfr. Drummond.] What depth would be obtaine 


‘at Byron Bay under the suggested scheme?—From 27 fee 


up to 6 fathoms. 

1637. Has any one of these three harbours an advantag 
over the others as regards security in heavy weather ?—. 
think the Clarence entrance is the most protected in storm 
weather. The southern headland protects it considerably ' 

1638. Which of these three harbours could be made tl 
safest for vessels?’—Economically, I think Byron Bay ° 
preferable. 

1639. Do I understand it is possible to obtain the r 
quired depth at Coffs Harbour and at the Clarenc 
although the cost would be greater ?—Yes. 

1640. Could the largest area of water be obtained at tl 
Clarence entrance ?—Yes. 

1641, If the Clarence entrance were developed would. t],,. 
cost of upkeep be a large item as compared with Cofl 
Harbour and Byron Bay ?_Yes, there would be a tendenc’ 
to silt up. 

1642. Would it be a greater disability than is expel. 
enced in the Hunter at Newcastle?—No, I think tl — 
Hunter would be worse than the Clarence, 


“ 


1643. From that standpoint the Clarence entrance offers 
a better proposition than Newcastle Harbour?—Yes, as 
far as the cost of dredging is concerned. 

1644. What depth is required to accommodate the largest 
vessels trading to Australia ’—40 feet. 

1645. Mr. Mahony.] Does not a fair amount of silting 
take place in Byron Bay?—Yes, occasionally, but the 
scour clears it out. 

1646. How will the bay be scoured?—We have left an 
opening 1,000 feet wide at the end of the breakwater. 
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1647. Mr. Drummond.] Are Coff’s Harbour, tne Clarence 
entrance, and Byron Bay capable of being dredged to give 
40 feet of water, within reasonable engineering limits ?— 
Ycs, all of them, I think. The Clarence would probably 
take more dredging to give 40 feet. 

1648. Is it indurated sand there?—There is rock in 
places. In one area, portion of the outer harbour, we 
probably could not get more than 24 feet, but on the other 
side we could. 

1649. Mr. Mahony.] Could you get a channel 40 feet deep 
to the inner harbour?—Yes. 


FRIDAY ,431 AUGUST, 1923: 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crairmay). 


The Hon. Jonun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
PAMIWBTE, 


@* (MIWWRTE 


| 
Thomas Kennedy, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tram- 
way Surveys, sworn, and examined :— 


1650. Chairman.| During this inquiry evidence has been 
heard relating to a suggested deviation from a point near 
Oasino, via Bonalbo, to Tabulam. Have you been over 
that country ?—Yes, I know most of it, although there are 
10 or 12 miles on this side that I have not seen. That, 
however, is flat country. The report of an exploration 
made of the suggested line is as follows:— 


| SUGGESTED RAILWAY—CASINO TO TABULAM VIA DOUBTFUL 
CREEK. 


In accordance with instructions, papers 9777/96, I have 
examined the above proposal, commencing on the south side 
of Casino, thence yia Doubtful Creek to via Bonalba to 
Tabulam. 

First, an alternative proposal is to leave the Casino-Kyogle 
railway near Fairy Hill, and cross the Richmond River and 
Eden Creek. This means that there would be 7 miles less to 
construct than the line leaving the Grafton-Casino railway 
about 14 mile from the Casino Railway Station, on the south 
side of the Richmond River. 

Length.—The length by a line commencing from Casino 
on the south side of the Richmond River is 46 miles, less 
13 miles already constructed; total length to be constructed, 
44% miles. Length by line commencing at Fairy Hill 454 
iniles, less S miles already constructed on the Casino-Kyogle 
line, leaving a distance of 374 miles to be constructed. Length 
by Shannon Brook, 344 miles. 

Grade and Minimum Curve.—It will be necessary to use 
1 in 40 grades for the ascent and descent of the Richmond 
Range for about 3 miles, in order to reduce the length of the 
tunnel and curves of 10-chain radius. 

Karthworks.—The tunnel through the Richmond Range 
will probably be 40 chains long. From Casino for the first 
20 miles the earthworks will be light and the gradients easy. 
Irom this point the ascent to the Richmond Range is com- 
menced, the earthworks for the next 8 miles being much 
heavier. The remaining portion of the line, 15 miles, will be 
moderately light. 

Probable Cost.—Without a survey it would be a very diffi- 
cult matter to estimate the cost, as there would be a tunnel 
through the Richmond Range of about 40 chains in length; 
also a survey would be necessary, so that a comparison could 
be made between the line from Casino direct and the pro- 
posed starting, 8 miles north-west fram Casino on the Kyogle 
line, and crossing the Richmond River. 

Creeks.—The principal creeks to be crossed would be 
Dyraba, Doubtful, ard Bottle. 

Hlevations.—The elevation of Casino is 77 feet above sea- 
level, and that of Tabulam 418 feet, difference in elevation 
being 841 feet. The summit of the Richmond Range being 
1,180 feet, the grade height at this point being about 950 
feet. 

Character of Country and Rainfall—The country passed 
through is pastoral, agricultural, and mineral. Under present 
conditions it is chiefly used for cattle-rearing. A gocd deal 
of it is locked up by the Barnes family, owners of Strath- 
eden, Dyranba, and Tabulam stations, but I believe Strath- 
eden and Dyraaba stations have been cut up for sale, and 
that the greater portion of Stratheden has been sold. It is 
practically gocd country the whole way from Casino to 
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Tabulam, and if a line were built would carry a large pop 
lation. In the vicinity of the Richmond Range some ex 
ceedingly good timber exists. It consists of spotted and 
grey guin, ironbark, tallowwood, and along the ranges pine 
in abundance. A sawmill is being worked at the foot of the 
range, about 23 miles north of the proposed railway, and 
opposite to the 23-mile peg. ‘This proposal also passes about 
21 miles to the south of the village of Bonalbo, which has 
recently sprung into existence. A butter factory has been 
started there, which has enabled many of the new settlers to 
go in for dairying. The average rainfall is 43°8 inches at 
Casino to 39:9 inches at Tabulam. 

Route.—The line commencing at Fairy Hill would leave 
the Casino-Kyogle railway about 8 miles north from Casino 
near Fairy Jill. : 
The grade of a line from Casino to Tabulam direet is 
1 in 50, and would cost about £21,000 a mile. The Doubt- 
ful Creek line, starting from Fairy Hill, would be about 
3 miles longer than the proposed line. 

1651. I understand that the grade of a line right through 
is 1 in 95?—-Yes. That was an alternative survey. 

1652. Would it be difficult to improve the 1 in 40 grade 
to 1 in 502—It would be. You would have to increase the 
length cf the tunnel. If this line is going to be a main 
line I do not know whether it would be advisable to put in 
1 in 40 or 1 in 30 grades. If the tunnel were deepened 
it might be better to put it in. 

1653. Would the tunnel be on a heavy grade?—No; the 
tunnel would be nearly level through the range. 

1654. Are there greater engineering difficulties going 
via Bonalbo than going direct?—No. You would still 
have to cross the range at 1,150 or 1,180 feet. 

1655. Is the 1 in 50 grade on the direct line?—Yes. Mr. 
Jamieson has said that if the grade were made 1 in 40 the 
line could be cheapened a little. 

1656. Do you know the country running west and north 
from Bonalbo up the various creeks ?’—Yes, it is all fairly 
good country, well watered, with voleanic flats. It is all 
suitable for settlement. 

1657. It is stated that all those flats will grow lucerne? 
—Yes. I saw lucerne growing on most of them. In places 
lucerne is well established there. 

1658. Mr. Travers.] Would not a railway from Fairy 
Hill via Bonalbo to Tabulam be about 3 miles longer than 
the direct line?—Yes. 

1659. With regard to the suggested line through the 
Grafton Valley via Tabulam and Bonalbo to Killarney; 
would not the whole of the good country to be served from 
Casino to Bonalbo and Tabulam be served by that line?— 
It would on the west of the Richmond Range, but I think 
the object of that line is to give that part of the country 
railway communication. When we examined that country 
we thought the Casino and Lismore district would have 
a New England connection, supposing a railway were con- 
structed from Grafton to Killarney. 
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1660. If a railway were built from Fairy Hill through’ 


Ponalbo, would any good country be left unserved on the 
southern side which would be served by a direct line from 
Cesino to Tabulam?—You would not serve the country 
so well by a direct line. The country is not so good on 
the direct line as it is about Bcnalbo. 

1661. Do I understand that the better country lies north 
of the proposed railway from Casino to Tabulam ?—Yes, 
there is nothing much good to the south of that line. The 


only piece of good country you get is at Sandilands, which 
is fairly close to Tabulam, and which would be served 
by a line up the Clarence Valley. 

1662. A railway has been suggested across to the Cas‘no- 
Kyogle line?—It is too rough to get across there. You would 
have to negotiate to the Tolocm and Richmond ranges. 
A survey has been made from Kyogle to the Richmond 
and on to Woodenbong and Urbanville, but the country 
is very rough. 


WEDNESDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


Uresent: — 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micoae, Burke, isa. 


The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairman). 


WitiiamM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrummMonp, Esq. 


‘he Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a hne of Railway from Tenterticld to Cazito, 


Lieut.-Colonel Michael Frederick Bruxner, D.S.O., 
M.L.A., Northern Tableland, sworn, and examined :— 


1663. Chairman.] Do you know the country between 
Tenterfield and Casino?—Yes, every inch of it. 


1664. What prospects would the line from Tenterfield to 
Casino offer of becoming in a time a payable connection ? 
—I think it is an essential line, aud one which would pay 
almost from the inception. 


1665. How would you describe the country from Tenter- 
field to Casino from the point of view of prospective settle- 
ment ¢—I have spent the whole of my life in that country ; 
not only that, but had to make my living on it. From 
Casino to 10 miles west of Tabulam on both sides of the 
proposed line, there is no better country in New South 
Wales. The country immediately surrounding Casino, 
which is part of old Wooroowoolgan, is already thickly 
settled, and the land is high-priced. Going over the Rich- 
mond Range between Melanganee and Tabulam you get the 
eastern side of the Clarence River. The flats there are 
equal for cultivation to any flats in the State, with good 
rainfall, well grassed, and very heavy carrying country. 
Our own property, Sandilands, which is situated 6 miles 
from Tabulam, prior to subdivision, which took place in 
the last three years embraced just on 11,000 acres of free- 
hold land. We carried between 3,000 and 4,000 head of 
grown cattle per year on that property, all seasons, and 
cold 1,000 fats per annum out of that number. Tabulam 
estate, and the country immediately surrounding Tabulam, 
comprises more river country than we had, and is a richer 
place. That country extends about 12 miles west of Tabu- 
lam. Emu Creek, which is one of the biggest tributaries 
of the Clarence, is one of the finest pieces of country to be 
found anywhere about there. It will not be seen unless 
you go off the road a little. It is a very fine valley and 
has been one of the main fattening paddocks of Tabulam 
station for the last half-century. 


1666. Mr. Cameron.] Is that where the sawmill was?— 
No; the sawmill is on Black Creek. Black Creck is nearer 
the road. Emu Creek lies north of that. It is a very big 
scope of country, very rich, and the country running north 
of that again is all good. On the southern side you get to 
Rocky River, which runs into the Clarence. Once you 
leave the road, and pass through a comparatively poor 
belt, the country is good. I feel quite safe in saying, 
therefore, that from 10 miles west of Tabulam to Casino 
there is no question about the quality of the country, the 
rainfall, and the settlement. From that point to about 15 
miles from Tenterfield you go through a belt of country 
which is commonly looked upon as poor. But there again, 
if you leave the beaten track you get, on the southern side 
of Drake, into Long Gully, which ultimately becomes an 
arm of the Rocky River, where you come across a lot of 
country which to-day is responsible for a great deal of 


Sydney’s meat supply. The same applies to the other side; 
you get to the Boorook country—Mr. Smith’s place. When 
I was an agent at Tenterfield we used to take between 700 
and 800 head of fats from that place annually. Going 
along to the head of the Rocky River there are 
stations noted for their fat stock, especially the 
stock which they send to the Sydney market dur- 
ing the winter months. It will be found that the stock 
trucked at Tenterfield to-day and bringing big money 
nearly all comes from the sheltered corners lying in that 
belt. I will not say for one moment that the whole of the 
country adjacent to the proposed line is rich: some of it is 
steep and rugged; quite half of it is not only sound, but 
some of it is very rich country. The flats surrounding the 
streams I have mentioned are alluvial as in the ease of the 
Clarence. Lately we have experimented with cotton, aud 
have had very good results. A sample of cotton I sent 
down to the Association was reported upon as being equal 
to the best average Queensland cotton; and it was grown 
on the Rocky River side of the proposed line. That 
country, apart from its capacity from a grazing point of 
view, is excellent fruit country. It is similar to a lot of 
the Stanthorpe country, with the exception that it has an 
easterly aspect, has a better rainfall, and is not so cold. 
The same strip of country has big timber possibilities— 
particularly in hardwood timber. It is practically in a 
virgin state to-day. I do not suppose there is a bigger 
metalliferous field in the whole of New South Wales than 
lies to the north of that strip. Mining for gold, copper, 
and silver has been carried on for many years with vary- 
ing success; and there is enough low-grade copper ore 
around Drake and immediately west of it to keep a thriv- 
ing population if there was a reasonable chance of getting 
it to the coast for shipment. At present it has to be 
hauled up a very steep grade to Tenterfield and sent by 
rail to Cockle Creek. That has prevented any mine from 
carrying on unless it had high-grade ore. So that from 
about 10 miles west of Tenterfield to about 15 miles of 
Tenterfield, although it does pass through some rugged 
country, which you will meet anywhere between the main 
dividing range and the coast, that country carries a large 
number of cattle and carries them very successfully. It is 
shown that it will improve out into high-class grazing 
land fit for dairying and fattening; and it also has good 
timber and mining possibilities. The remaining 15 miles 
to Tenterfield is more or less thickly settled to-day, occu- 
pied by small graziers and dairymen who carry on their 
business successfully. The country is productive, lends 
itself to improvement, and, especially in the summer time, 
is well adapted for dairying. The country lying north of 
Tenterfield and in towards the border is better than the 
best country in Stanthorpe. The whole of the Boonoo 
Boonoo area right to Wilson’s Downfall is mostly held by 
the Crown, has an easterly aspect, is protected by the main 
range from the cold westerly wind, and is well watered, 
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The men around Stanthorpe have told me many times that 
it is incomparably better than their own country for fruit- 
growing. The whole trouble is that there is no get-away 
for the fruit grown on that side, although along the border 
on the New South Wales side they are growing fruit to- 
day and sending it to Brisbane. It would be great fruit- 
growing country if the demand for fruit became sufhicient 
to encourage the industry, That country will, in my 
opinion, carry a big population; as a matter of fact, in 
some parts of it it is to-day. 

1667. Chairman.] You have described the district from 
the point of view of local connection. Do you regard the 
connection as having any other value, apart from opening 
up and developing country now not thoroughly opened up 
and developed?—I look upon this connection from a 
national standpoint, remembering that the north-west 
should be ultimately connected with the main Northern 
line, perhaps not at Tenterfield, but further south. Im- 
mediately west of Tenterfield there is a rough patch about 
20 miles in extent before you get on to the very fertile 
country along the Dumaresq River. The rail connection 
going immediately along that river, first of all would be 
difficult on accourt of the bend that the border line makes 
there. The border line is the river. Consequently it 
would have to climb the rough patch immediately west of 
Tenterfield on to the country along the-border. The 
natural outlet of all that country from Bonshaw down to 
Emmaville is to the coast about Byron Bay. One must 
consider this line in connection with a further linking up 
with the North Coast country, and to my mind it is an 
essetial line from a developmental and national point of 
view. The natural market to-day for the district north of 
Inverell is the thickly settled picce of country in the 
north-east corner. Sheep and wheat therefore would find a 
ready market. In times of plenty, in the north-west, 
lucerne-hay would be grown, pressed, baled, and sent down 
for the use of the dairy-farmers on the coast, who do not 
grow much lucerne fodder on account of the high price and 
steepness of the land. People who talk about cultivating 
the high scrub country on the North Coast do not realise 
that every time there is a heavy rainfall half the soil is 
washed away. It is cheaper for a dairyman to store up 
hay than it is for him to use his land for cultivation, except 
on those places where there is alluvial frontage. Apart 
from that, the whole of the flour consumed has to go by 
ship from Sydney or further south or north; whereas the 
wheat could be milled there. The best place to establish 
a mill would be in the heart of a dairying district, be- 
cause there would be a ready market for the products for 
cow and pig feed and poultry. Very few sheep from the 
west go by road, because of the fact that sheep fattened in 
the west will lose condition very quickly once the coastal 
kelt is struck. There would be ». direct interchange of 
produce between those places provided a echanee was 
afforded. In my opinion that would help to establish big 
commercial centres at both ends of the line and at inter- 
mediate stations. Big commercial centres are the best 
markets for any rural community surrounding it. People 
can grow catch crops to supply a neighbouring town where 
they cannot grow them profitably and send them hundreds 
of miles by rail. Another factor which has to be taken 
into consideration in connection with all those lines which 
run from west to east is health. Medical officers state 
that our great trouble in the west is in not being able to 
get our women and children, for a period of the year at 
least, cheaply and quickly to the coast. They state further 
that in the relaxing summer months the cause of a great 
deal of the sickness and loss of life which occur to-day 
would be done away with if easy access were afforded to 
the cooler climates along the tableland. That again would 
not only be a paying, but an essential traflie for the people 
of the State. All along the tableland educational centres 
and sanatoriums would spring up for the benefit of the 
people on the coast and in the west. This being the most 
northerly line of the State, I consider it stands absolutely 
on its merits as a tableland-coast connection, without refer- 
ence to any other line. There is a big stretch of country 


which no other line but this will be able to serve. In that 
corner which runs up to the Queensland border there is an 
enormous amount of rich country. Even the steeper 
country has a value because it is mineral-bearing. The old 
mining rush on the Clarence was at Toloom, an old allu- 
vial digging. That has hardly been exploited—it has only 
been fossicked. At Wilson’s Downfall, or just immediately 
to the east of it, there are enormous silver deposits. In 
fact, the whole of that belt of country whch is not grazing 
country is mineral-bearing country, with a future if pro- 
perly exploited. The natural outlet of that country, especi- 
ally the southern side of the Toloom range, is by road to 
connect it with the main trunk line of railway. It would 
serve all that country as no other line would. It would 
serve the country in the north-west without interfering 
with any other line. From a national standpoint the line 
should be built. In my opinion, and in that of the Hon. 
C. A. Lee, it should have been built many years ago. 

1668. It has been suggested that a good deal of that 
country which you said would be opened up by this eross- 
country line could be better served by a line from Grafton 
through Tabulam and Bonalbo to Killarney; have you 
given any consideration to that proposal’—I suppose that 
any two lines would serve more or less the same country in 
some portion thereof if they crossed. A line up the Clar- 
ence valley, purely as a local line, to serve country imme- 
diately alongside it, has value. There is no question that 
the country up the valley of the Clarence is good. On the 
other hand there is no question that as an alternative to 
the east-west trunk line you might just as well talk of a 
tramway from Sydney to Narrabeen being an alternative 
to the main Northern line. The Grafton-Killarney line 
passes through no different zone of country. It is prac- 
tically the same class of country right along, and the only 
possibility of its being a line that would lead to an inter- 
change of commerce would be the fact that it is touching 
a part of Queensland that does grow different produce to 
what is grown along here. But we have to remember that 
the country in Queensland is already served by its own 
line to Warwick and to the port at Brisbane. yen sup- 
posing this line were built without any break of gauge 
at Killarney it is not likely that Queensland is going to 
let the whole of the produce from Warwick and west of it 
go down for shipment at Grafton. If it is possible for them 
to do that then it is equally possible if this line were built 
for us to receive our quota of the trade from Warwick at 
Byron Bay. I have nothing against the Clarence Valley 
railway from the point of view of settlement as far as it 
relates to the country immediately surrounding it; it is 
certainly valuable. As a national line compared to the 
proposed line as a trunk line connection to my mind there 
is no comparison. One is a trunk line; the other is 4 
developmetal line purely and simply. 

1669. Getting back to the proposal to link up the west 
and north-west: have you any definite information as to 
where, if the Tentereld to Casino line were built, that 
linking-up should take place?—We have to be guided a 
good deal by surveys which have been carried out. There 
is one line from Inverell via Ashford to Deepwater; 
another to go from Delungra to Deepwater, and there is 
the Inverell-Glen Innes route. All those lines are so close 
together that there appears to me to be no very material 
difference as to which route should be followed. It seems 
certain that eventually a line will have to be built from 
Ashford, or somewhere towards the boarder, to link up 
with the Inverell system to tap that corner. And seeing 
that those centres are already established at Inverell and 
Glen Innes, and that the country in between is fertile and 
good, it would appear to me to be immaterial which route 
is followed to connect up with the main line. It has been 
suggested that a route should go through from Inverell to 
Deepwater; it would certainly go through a mining dis- 
trict. 

1670. Do you exclude from consideration the Guyra- 
Inverell connection ?—Yes, so far as the line from Tenter- 
field to Casino is concerned. If a line is proposed to be 
built from Guyra to Inverell and eventually to Dorrigo, it 


87 


Wifness—Lieut.-Culonel M. F. Bruxner, D.8.0., 5 September, 1923. 


is entirely different from the northern connection for the 
reason that Inverell would be little nearer to the Lismore 
district—which is the most thickly-settled district in the 
State—than it is to-day if the line were built from Dorrigo. 
On the other hand, if Inverell is connected with Guyra, and 
the northern connection is not made, the Ben Lomond range, 
which lies between Glen Innes and Guyra, will always split 
the trafic on the north and south side of it. The haulage over 
the Ben Lomond is the bugbear of the main Northern line. 
There are two distinct zones of country—Tenterfield- 
Casino line, with the country immediately west of it; and 
the Dorrigo-Guyra line, with the country immediately west 
of that. If those lines were both constructed they would 
give the people the choice of two ports of shipment and, 
which would be a most excellent thing, probably the choice 
of two markets. The more outlets any big farming dis- 
trict can have the better. To connect Inverell with Guyra 
would be of no value so far as the people on the northern 
side of the Tenterfield-Casino line are concerned. 


1671. Have you given any consideration to the question 
of linking up Guyra with Dorrigo-—I think the Guyra- 
Dorrigo line, like the Northern line, stands by itself as a 
tableland-coast connection, ultimately extending west. To 
look upon the Guyra-Dorrigo line as a rival to the Tenter- 
field to Casino line, or vice versa, is taking it for granted 
that two lines which are more than 100 miles apart can be 
rivals. The maximum area that any line will serve is 
about 20 miles on each side of it. From the point of view 
alone of settlement a line built lower down would be of no 
value to those on the north. Both those lines would take 
their part in decentralising the railway system. Already 
the line is authorised to Dorrigo, which brings it over the 
worst part. On the tableland around Guyra there is one of 
the finest farming districts in the State. About Guy 
Fawkes and Deervale you get into the basalt belt. I do 
not suppose there is any richer country of that descrip- 
tion, and it has a very good rainfall. The Dorrigo is well 
known for its fertility. There is a big scope for settlement 
all along that connection. For a commercial line between 
the two it would serve not only the country west and 
north-west, but the whole of the country around Armidale. 
I have no particular fancy for either of the lines if I had 
the pick of the two, because one line serves one set of con- 
ditions and the other another. All the ports along the 
coast have their future, provided they are given a feeder 
line from the west. If the Guyra to Dorrigo is built settle- 
ment will take place all along it rapidly and successfully. 


1672. Mr. Travers.] You said you considered the Tenter- 
field-Casino line would pay almost from the inception. 
Did you have in mind the developmental side or that it 
Was going to be a connection between the main Northern 
line and the coast line?—Both. There is a tremendous 
passenger traffic up and down that line to-day. I am quite 
satisfied that the interchange of business on top of that and 
also the additional settlement alongside it will make that 
line a paying one. The possibilities of traffic to the coast 
if a short route to it is provided have never been exploited. 

1673. Which do you think would be its most important 
function from the point of view of revenue: the develop- 
ment that would take place if the line were constructed or 
its cross-country connection?’—lIts cross-country connec- 
tion. 

1674. How far north and south, excluding that portion of 
the country which is already served by the main Northern 
line, do you think this line would influence settlement, and 
on the eastern side by the Casino-Kyogle line?—I think it 
is safe to say 20 miles on each side. Take Bonalbo. That 
place has opened up and developed, so far as access is con- 
cerned, under very adverse circumstances. They manu- 
facture one of the best grades of butter in the State, and 
have made a success of their dairying, hauling their butter 
20 miles to Melanganee, on a very bad road, and then 26 
miles to Casino. It is 46 miles of haulage. With wheat- 
growing it would be a different proposition. With dairy- 
ing, although 20 miles is a big effort, still it does not make 


it prehibitive. They would probably have their factories 
closer in and be able to get their manufactured articles to 
rail fairly easily in comparison with what they do now 
without any rail. 

1675. It was suggested by Mr. Kennedy that the best 
country along the route of the proposed line was on its 
northern side towards Bonalbo and Paddy’s Flat?—I would 
not say that. There is not a great deal in it. Both are 
patchy. Just about Bonalbo you get towards the Richmond 
Range and get a fair amount of basalt country on the 
higher ground. South there is a very fine strip. Bonalbo 
is certainly a very fine place. Out towards Deep Creek, at 
the back of Melanganee, there is some very fine country. 
By and large there is not a lot of differenee between the 
two. J think probably Mr. Kennedy would be right taking 
Doubtful Creek and all that belt into consideration. 


1676. It has been suggested that the line should take off 
from Tabulam going in a northerly direction towards 
Bonalbo and then to a point 8 or 9 miles towards Casino- 
Fairy Hill—with a view to serve all the country around 
Bonalbo and north of it in the direction of Urbanville; 
have you given any consideration to that’—lIt certainly 
would serve a very fine tract of country if there is no 
difference in grade. It would not affect the country south. 


. 1677. I take it that the Tabulam deviation to Bonalbo 
and then for about 8 miles north of Casino would not ex- 
clude any of the good country south of the proposed line? 
—No. 

1678. From the point of view of local settlement, would 
you expect to get better returns from the country between 
Casino and, say, 10 miles west of Tabulam mile for mile, 
than you would from that portion of the country to Ten- 


terfield ?—Yes. 


1679. From Casino to, say, 10 miles west of Tabulam 
generally what would you say would be a fair living area? 
—There is no limit to the fertility of the alluvial land 
along the Clarence. Its durability and fertility are won- 
derful. When dealing with a living area it is a question 
of market. But, by and large, on that strip for dairying 
and maize-growing, I should say 150 acres would be a 
living area. When we subdivided the Sandilands station 
the blocks along the Clarence were cut down to 50 acres. 
The largest blocks we sold were from 350 to 400 acres. The 
average was about 150 acres. 


1680, Would you expect to get better returns along the 
Clarence River Valley, mile for mile, from a settlement 
point of view, than you would from the line from Casino 
to a point 10 or 12 miles west of Tabulam?—No. I do not 
think there would be much difference. 


1681. The Railway Commissioners in their report on 
the Tenterfield-Casino line state: 


From a national standpoint, this proposal has been re- 
garded as an alternative one for connecting the tableland 
with the coast for direct shipment, and in this respect it has 
had consideration in association with the proposals from 
Glen Innes to Grafton and Guyra to Coff’s Harbour; but, as 
the Government has not yet determined whether a deep-sea 
port is to be established and at what point on the coast, 
there is nothing new to advise in regard to this particular 
aspect of the matter, From the standpoint of local or in- 
termediate requirements, however, the circumstances have 
somewhat changed since the last investigation was made. 
In the first place, the mining industry at Drake has prac- 
tically ceased to exist; in the second place, the disabilities 
previously suffered by having to travel fat cattle from the 
coast to the tableland for trucking to markets have disap- 
peared owing to the fact that the cattle stations have been 
or are being subdivided into small holdings for dairying pur- 
poses; and in the third place, the North Coast Railway from 
Maitland to South Grafton has been completed, with the 
exception of a short break between Macksville and Urunga, 
which is expected will be opened for traffic in about twelve 
mouths. By this route Casino and Lismore will have the ad- 
vantage of a rail connection which previously did not exist, 
and a faster train service than that via Tenterfield will 
eventually be provided. While these phases are distinctly 
adverse to the present proposal, it should also be emphasised 
that the land to be served between Tenterfield and Tabulam 
(50 miles) is, with few exceptions, practically unoccupied, 
and likely to remain so on account of its unsuitability for 
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cettlement; but, from Tabulam to Casino (35 miles) the area 
is capable of close settlement and production, and with 
further development will no doubt become a useful feeder 
to the North Coast line. 

1682. I take it from the evidence you have given, you do 
not agree with the view of the Commissioners ‘¢—I do not. 
In the first instance the mining field of Drake has died 
through lack of access—nothing e!se. The stuff is there. 
There is enough copper ore at grass to keep going for 
ycoars if it be got away. But it will not pay to haul it by 
tezm and then ship it. There are more cattle trucked to- 
day at Tenterfield than there were twenty-five years ago— 
infinitely more. As the big places get cut up they are still 
running cattle ‘on them. They still fatten their old cows 
and send the male stock to Tenterfield, which to-day is the 
fifth largest trucking place in the State. The Railway 
Commissioners state that between Tenterfield and Tabalam, 
a distance of 50 miles, the land is practically unoccupied. 
As a matter of fact there is a growing settlement all along 
there. But it is new for the simple reason that it is hard 
country to improve and can only be used at present for 
grazing. Men going on to a living area unless the cattle 
market is very high have a very big struggle. There is no 
question about the capabilities of the country. I took a 
Parliamentary party there, and we ran in from what is 
probably the poorest point, Sandy Hills. Within 7 miles 
you get on to Gilgai country. 
took off Boorook Station anything up to 1,000 fats, which 
were trucked at Tenterfield, and no better fat cattle ever 
entered this market than came from that place. 


1683. The estimated cost of this line is 2,488,786, and 
the interest charge on that at 54 per cent. is £136,883. Do 
you think the prospects of meeting the interest charge on 
this line is encouraging ?—I think so. 


When I was in business I. 


1684. Do you look upon a connection between the main 
Northern line at some point near Tenterfield and the North 
west line as being complementary to the Tenterfield-Casino 
line?—Yes, I think it is essential. 

1685. Mr. Drummend.| The Railway Commissioners 
state that the line to be served between Tenterfield and 
Tabulam is, with few exceptions, practically unoccupied, 
and likely to remain so on account of its unsuitability for 
settlement. You emphatically disagree with that opinion? 
—Absolutely. I pointed out that there was rough and 
inaecessible-country. When you get off the main line yoa 
go through a belt of country on which there are rough and 
rugged spurs. But I do most heartily disagree with the 
Commissioners when they say that the whole of that 50 
miles is practically waste country and will never be settled. 
That is absolutely wrong. Since I went to Tenterfield, 
about 15 miles east has been settled gradually. It is cut 
up into small areas. The people there are in a very sound 
position financially. The sawmill is at Black Creek. On 
the western side and between it and the river north and - 
south is all good country, and it is quite a big area. 
Twenty-five miles out of the 50 miles is good coun- 
try. There are a number of settlers there engaged in 
cattle-rearing. In and about that country it is being 
opened up and improved every year. If a block of country 
is thrown open anywhere about Drake it is eagerly sought 
after. Settlement in this country is more likely to be a 
success where there is a big rainfall and the soil is fairly 
poor than in very rich soil with a low rainfall. In the west 
you will see the finest soil in the world and you will find 
struggling settlers. On the eastern side where the country 
is not so rich, but where they are sure of rain every year, 
you will find the settlers prosperous. That has been my 
experience of land settlement throughout the State. 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Tenterfield to Casino. 


Maleolm Morrison, Geological Surveyor, Department of 
Mines, sworn, and examined :— 


1686. Chairman.] Will you furnish the Committee with 
information with regard to Drake as a mining centre, 
as to what has been done there and what are its possi- 
bilities ?—Since 1908, the production of copper and con- 
centrates at Drake amounted to 17,324 tons; copper metal 
and matte, 370 tons; gold, 3,145 ounces, valued at £11,054. 
For the past five years the figures are: Copper and con- 
centrates, 3,620 tons; copper metal and matte, 70 tons; 
gold, 456 ounces, valued at £2,064. The prospects of Drake 
as a mining field are certainly not bright. 

1687. What effect would the construction of a railway 
from Tenterfield through Drake to Casino have upon 
the activities of the field?—It would certainly lead to 
the mining of the lower-grade copper ores there; but the 
tonnage is likely to be limited. The railway might have 
an effect for ten years. ‘Those lodes depreciate with 
depth. The values get very low and you practically cannot 
work them below water-level. 

1688. How would you generally describe the copper 
lodes there;—what percentage of metal do they generally 
carry ’—Most of the lodes at Drake are high-grade ore 
carrying up to 10 and 12 per cent. of copper. 

1689. Is there a considerable body of such ore there ?— 
No; the lodes are all on the small side. 

- 1690. We have been informed that from Tenterfield to 
Drake, con the northern side of the proposed line, the 
country is highly mineralised; do your surveys show that? 


—Pretty Gully has only gold. There are possibilities of 
zine and copper at Red Rock. There is a big zine lode 
which might be worked if the railway line were close 
enough. North-west of Rivertree I daresay some work 
would be done on the silver mines. 

1691. You do not think the drake district would provide 
very much freight to the railway ?—I do not think so. 

1692. It has been suggested if they can get their ores 
or concentrates to the Coast at Byron Bay, and then 
down to Cockle Creek and Port Kembla, they could work 
fairly large areas of copper country there?—It would 
depend on what was considered large. 

1693. How does the Drake ore compare with the Cobar 
ore for mining possibilities 7—Not at all. 

1694. Would you regard it as being on the small side ?— 
Yes. The only possibility of success for Drake would be 
the amalgamation of all the small concerns and to work 
one treatment plant for the lot. 

1695. That would only give them matte or concentrates 
for the railway ?—Yes. 


1696. Of fairly high value, but small in bulk ?—Exactly. 


1697. Mr. Doe.] Has a complete geological survey been 
made of the Drake district ?—Yes. 


1698. Assuming the price of the different metals pro- 
duced was sufficiently good, and the mines were worked 
to the limit, how long do you think the Drake district 
would last as a freight-producer to the railway ?—I would 
say twenty years would be the maximum. 
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1699. Is there some silver-lead ore in that district ?— 
There is the White Rock silver:mine. 
1700. Is it extensive?—No. Something like £500,000 


"was expended there in a treatment plant before they knew 


they had any ore. It has practically yielded nothing. It 
has possibilities, with concentration, as a big low-grade 
proposition. 

1701. Would it compare with the silver-lead ore at 
Broken Hill?—No. It is entirely different. There are 
little veins of silver lead. There are no big patches. If 
they could prove those veins over a good area it could 
be worked with an open quarry face. 

1702. How far would that be from the proposed line?— 
It is within 2 miles of the town of Drake. 

1703. If mining at Broken Hill is unprofitable, where 
they have huge lodes would the leads to which you have 
referred be of such richness as to prove profitable ?—Yes, 
because the mining cost would be so much lower—that is 
provided it can be worked. There seems to be possibilities 
that it could be worked by open-cut methods. Instead 
of the mining cost being up to 30s. per ton, it would be 
down to 10s. per ton, and perhaps less than that. 

1704. Are there any other indications of silver-lead ore? 
—There is another one right at Drake, almost in the 
town. It is very rich ore. It would give 5 or 6 ounces 
of silver to the ton. It is the same description of deposit 
as at White Rock. There is a similar one at Mascot. 

1705. Taking those three deposits, and assuming that 
the price is such as to admit of profitable mining, what 
tonnage would they yield per annum?—They would have 
to be worked on a very large scale, or they would not be 
any good. 

1706. Could they be depended upon to provide some 
freight for the railway ?—If the railway went there, those 
deposits would be properly prospected by someone. It 
would be very costly to prospect them. 

1707. The ore at Drake as compared with that at other 
places is high-grade ore?—It is high-grade ore. 

1708. Assuming that the market is a good one, and that 
the price is right to admit of profitable mining, could 
Drake compete in the production of matte with, say, Wal- 
laroo, Moonta, and other mines?—Certainly; they are 
higher grade ores than the Moonta mines. 

1709. It has reasonable expectations of competing in 
copper against any of the other mines in Australia ?— 
Certainly. - 

1710. You gave some figures with regard to the output 
of Drake for a certain period. Could similar results be 
obtained with like expenditure or a less amount of work, 
or have they picked the eyes out of the country ?—The 
eyes have been picked out of it. They had to leave the 
lower-grade ores on account of the cost of transport; but 
I suppose there is as much low-grade ore there now as 
has been taken out, which would be worked if there were 
a railway. 

1711. Mr. Drummond.] Is there a chance of discovering 
any further substantia] deposits?—I think they are likely 
to discover further deposits in the Drake district. 

1712. The field has never been absolutely tested by the 
Mines Department ?—There has been a lot of Government 
money expended there in prospecting. A detailed geo- 
logical survey of the field has been carried out. 


1713. Would you say that the present state of the field, 


which appears to be dormant, was due more to lack of ° 


transport facilities than to lack of mineral to be mined ?— 
I should say it was due to both causes. In the event of 
a railway going right to their door, the lower-grade ores 
would be worked. 

1714. When the best of the field hag been developed, 
you must have a corresponding lowering of charges to 
enable the lower-grade ore to be worked ?—Certainly. 

1715. How far is Rivertree from Drake?—As the crow 
flies, about 25 miles over very rough country. There 
could be no communication, I think, between Rivertree 
and Drake. The Rivertree ore is very rich. 
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1716. Mr. Travers.] Mr. Rogers, who is the owner of the 
Kyloe copper-mine at Drake, gave this evidence: 

Has the White Rock mine gone out?—No. As a matter 
of fact I bought the whole property and let the mine go. 
There are millions of tons of stuff there, and if it would 
only go another ounce to the ton it would be a fine proposi- 
tion. They have spent over a million pounds on that 
property. 

Have any analyses been made by your Department as to 
the quality of the ores taken out of that mine?—Yes, of 
the rich veins which [ said occur. That £1,000,000 was 
not spent in prospecting the mine. Money was spent in 
erecting machinery. There is only one shaft, which, I think, 
is 80 feet deep, and one or two small quarry faces. That 
is practically the extent of the prospecting of the White 
Rock area. meee S| 

1717. Do you agree with what he says that there are 
millions of tons of stuff there?—I daresay there would be. 

1718. Mr. Rogers also gave this evidence: _ 

What does your low-grade ore show?—It averages about 
6 per cent., and the high grade anything up to 50 per cent. 
Would that be a fair average for the district?—I do not 
think you would get much 50 per cent. ore; you might get 
20 or 85 per cent. ore. 


Lieut.-Colonel Michael Frederick Bruxner, D.S.O., 
M.L.A., Northern Tablelands, sworn and examined :— 


1719. Mr. Burke.|] I understand that, with respect to 
the two proposals, Tenterfield to Casino, and Guyra to 
Dorrigo, you favour the construction of both lines /—Yes. 

1720. In the event of having to decide between the two 
lines, which would you consider would be the most con- 
ducive to the interests of the Northern Tablelands—the 
Guyra to Dorrigo line, or the Tenterfield to Casino line ?— 
I would not like to give an opinion on that. What strikes 
me more than anything else is the fact that there is already 
a big population on the coast around Lismore which cer- 
tainly means a market there already for anything going 
from the north. At the same time there is considerable 
work being done on the Coff’s Harbour port which, from 
a shipping point of view, makes it attractive. Those two 
points more or less counteract each other. I have no pre- 
ference regarding them and would not express one. 

1721. Either line, I suppose, would serve the North Coast 
equally as well. Would it be right to say that the Tenter- 
field to Casino line would serve the northern portion 
better than the Guyra-Dorrigo line?—Yes, undoubtedly; 
and it would apply the other way. 

1722. Would you express an opinion with regard to the 
quality of the land, mile for mile, between the Tenterfield- 
Casino and the Guyra-Dorrigo routes?—I am very con- 
versant with the Tenterfield-Casino route, and I am not 
so conversant with the other. I can speak mile for mile 
on one, and can only give a more or less general descrip- 
tion on the other. I should say that there is probably less 
inferior country on the Guyra-Dorrigo line, that is if we 
take that strip from Tenterfield to Tabulam and a corre- 
sponding strip from the tableland. Probably the Guyra- 
Dorrigo line would, in the main, be better, because they 
have the basalt belt coming in there which you do not get 
on the further north portion. . 

1723. The Guyra-Dorrigo proposition would cost nearly 
£1,000,000 less than the Tenterfield-Casino proposal. You 


_ consider both lines to be necessary ?—Yes. 


1724. Do you know the country well between Inverell 
and Glen Innes, and Inverell and Guyra?—I know the 
TInverell-Glen Innes country better than I know the Inverell- 
Guyra country. 

1725. Do you know the Inverell-Guyra country well 
enough to express an opinion as to the quality of the land 
on that route compared with that on the Inverell-Glen 
Innes route?—I do. JI would say that more generally 
there is better country from Inverell to Glen Innes than 
from Inverell to Guyra. There is no poor country between 
Inverell and Glen Innes. Some of the country is not so 
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rich between Inverell and Guyra; on the other hand there 
is a mining field on that route which would probably com- 
pensate for that patch of country. 

°4796. That is Tingha?—Yes. The granite country 
astound Titigha has given very good results so far, from 
thé fruit and vegetable point of view, under decent water 
conditions. 

1727. Would you say, in the event of the Tenterfield- 
Casino ne being constructed, that the natural connec- 
tion ftom Inverell would be Glen Innes?—Yes. Naturallly, 
if you ate going to give the north-west an outlet, if you 
give it a northerly one the nearer you « ‘ect Inverell 
. to the main line the better, and vice versa. 

1728. The Inverell-Guyra route would be the natural 
otié fér the southern portion ?—That is if you look upon 
the Guyra-Dorrigo line as a north-west connection and 
léave otit the fact that immediately west of the line lies 
the Butidatra-Narrabri country, which is a very rich belt. 

1729. Mr. Drummond.| The estimate for the construc- 
tion ‘éf this line with a 1 in 40 grade enabling the ordinary 
rolling-stoek to be used, is £2,500,000. The Railway Com- 
niissionets state it is difficult to estimate what the revenue 
Will be; btit it is likely to fall short of working expenses. 
The annual interest charge would be £97,871. In view of 
that statement, and the fact that the Committee has placed 
before it by the Commissioners a statement that there are 
non-paying country lines, do you think the Committee 
would be justified in recommending ‘the construction of 
tion of this line with a 1 in 40 grade enabling the ordinary 
would be justified in doing so, not only in connection with 
this line, but other lines of a similar nature which are 
absolutely necessary to place the railway system of this 
State on a thoroughly decentralised basis. If you look 
at the map, you will see that up to the present we have 
followed perhaps one of the most crude systems of rail- 


way development of any country in the world. Lines are’ 


converging, competing with each other, and not giving the 
maximum service they should. If you study the systems 
in most countries, especially in those of the same age as 
our own, you will see the endeavour always is to get a 
right-angle intersection of line, because there you get the 
maximum amount of service. The lines under review are 
essential to make that northern system a thorough check- 
board one. I think the Committee, in considering this 
question, must not only look at the line from the point 
of view of its earnings, but from the point of view of its 
bearing on the rest of the railway system of the State, and 
on its bearing as a work of national importance: whether 
it is going to lead to the establishment of new centres in 
the country which will attract population, and maintain 
population there. I would put this aspect : The Commis- 
sioners apportion the earnings on various sections of the 
line. Take Tenterfield. We will say that 25,000 head of 
cattle are trucked annually from Tenterfield. Tenterfield 
is not credited with the whole of that stock. The amount 
of freight derived from that stock is apportioned through- 
out the various lengths from Darling Harbour right to 
Tenterfield. That is a matter of accountancy. On their 
figures they will show the northern portion does not pay. 
But you have to remember that if the train did not go to 
Tenterfield probably not half that number of cattle would 
go along that line. The place where the freight has its 
inception is, to my mind, the great earning place so far 
as any railway is concerned. You put a line there and 
the people move their produce to it. The rest of the line 
is fortunate in getting its share of that freight. Then 
there is an indirect revenue derived from a railway line 
which that line is never credited with. For instance, the 
Crown lands along any new line are enhanced in value 
and the rental charge, or the instalments, if the land is 
disposed of by time-payment, means increased revenue to 
the Lands Department and to the consolidated revenue. 
Then, again, private land is enhanced in value, and, 
although this State does not get all the land-tax, still the 
enhanced value of private land means increased taxes by 


* 
the owner thereof, which again is an indirect earning of 


that line. On top of that, a railway line means increased 
prosperity to the people along it. They are able to con- 
duct their business more successfully, and, through 
income-tax again, the State derives a very great benefit. - 
All those are indirect earnings of a railway line which are. 
not credited to it, and which the Commissioners cannot. 
show as a credit. It has always been my contention that 
the so-called non-paying lines should be subsidised by the 
whole State because they earn an indirect amount of 
money which everyone gets a share of, and which no one 
seems to pay a share towards. If you go into the history 
of the railway system of New South Wales, how many 
lines will be found which have paid from the inception? 
I do not think in any young country you will find many 
lines that have paid working expenses and the interest 
on the cost of construction for the first few years. The 
same thing applies to other portions of the country; they 
are part and parcel of the general development of the 
State. If we are to wait for the construction of those 
railways until there is a possibility of them paying, then 
I do not think we will ever be able to get them because 
very rarely the Commissioners give anything but a very 
conservative estimate of what the earnings of a line 
will be. 

1730. You consider the Tenterfield-Casino line and the. 
Guyra-Dorriga line should be regarded from the national 
standpoint rather than from the local trade which they 
may develop?—Absolutely. If I could bring the north 
into its millennium, there are four lines which I consider. 
absolutely essential for that part of the State: the Tenter-. 
field-Casino, the Glen Innes-Grafton, the Guyra-Dorrigo, 
and the Wollun to Mt. George, in towards Port Stephens. 
Those lines would be in districts where there is a 
certain rainfall. Apart from its soil value that is the 
safest part of the State. So far as settlement is eon- 
cerned, there are few failures anywhere in that coast-line. 
strip. They want means of access to market. I believe if 
we took a sporting chance and put those lines in we would 
save our western stock by the thousands in time -of 
drought. The saving made in one drought would pay for 
the cost of all those lines. 

1731. From those areas which would be linked up by the 
proposed lines; could we look for an extension of settle 
ment and development ?—There is nothing suret than that 
you would get incteased settlement from either of those 
lines, because the country is there. Those who own big 
areas to-day cannot hold out because of the values. I+ 
does not pay to gtaze. Most people are subdividing and 
getting out now. Yoti have an example of what will 
happen in that country in the Casino to Kyogle line. In 
my time, we sold land at Runnymede, and about the same 
time Kyogle and Wyangerie was sold for £3 an acre free 
hold. That was not more than twenty years ago. We 
thought we got a good price for it. Tiand values have 
gone up from £3 to £15 and £30 an acre. That country 
is no better than the route as far as Tabulam at any rate. 
What is termed medium country is always worth more 
alongside a rich dairying district than anywhere else; 
for the reason tha: once it becomes high in value, the 
dairynien cannot afford to run more than his milk cows 
on the land. If he runs his growing stock or dry cows 
he is losing money. As soon as dairying has been carried 
on, the value of the country on which they put the dry 
and the young stock is enhanced in value tremendously. 
The other day the Rosebery estate, at the head of the 
Richmond River, was bought by a syndicate which’ sold 
the worst part of it at an average of about £11 per acre. 
It sold for £21 an acre a placé which had been used for 
grazing as long as I can remember. You get exactly the 
same state of affairs as occurred near Casino, Wooroo- 
woolgan Station, south of the proposed line. A lot of that 
country was looked upon for years as being absolutely 
inferior. As soon as the line to Kyogle went through and 
Casino became what it is, you could not buy a farm under 
£15 to £25 an acre—land which in my time sold for 30s. 
an acre freehold. Now that the paspalum has got into it.. 
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you would not know it; all the timber has been cleaned 
up. What was comparatively poor country a few years ago 
18 considered highly profitable even at a big price. The 
same thing will take place from Casino to Tenterfield. 
The pressure of land values will force improvement to 
take place. There is no country east of the main range 
that does not lend itself to improvement once the timber 
ig killed. The rainfall is there, and that is really what 
people pay for: it is not so much the ground as what 
falls on it. 

1732. Would you say that the development of the north- 
west about Inverell is being retarded to any extent 
through lack of this cross-country connection with the 
coast?—I can only repeat what Sir Joseph Carruthers 
said when he visited Inverell a little while ago—that he 
had never been there before, that he regretted he had not 
been, because it was a kingdom of its own. ‘There is a 
kingdom there in itself. I do not believe there is a richer 
piece of country anywhere in Australia than lies in from 
Inverell towards the Queensland border. There is really 
only one town there—Ashford—and that is because there 
is no inducement offered to people to go in for anything 
else but grazing, as they would have to send their stuff 
to Moree and Werris Creek to Sydney. That means they 
could only grow hard cereals that would stand long trips. 
To go in for growing vegetables or perishable stuff is alto- 
gether out of the question: On the Arawatta estate, out- 
side Inverell, there is a vegetable garden of less than 1 acre 
in extent which a Chinaman works. Mr. Bowling, who 
owns Arawatta, allows him two-thirds of what he can 
make on that small area. The Chinaman has to provide 
the place with as many vegetables as they want. Water is 
laid on and the land is irrigated. Last year the Chinaman 
cleared from that patch of land £230. So that it can safely 
be said there is a good living for a family on less than 
an acre of that land outside Inverell in growing vegetables 
if they could market the stuff. If you put fifty families 
on similar gardens all around there, they would make 
nothing because there is no get-away for their produce. 
Give them a quick outlet to the coast, where the transit 
is cheap, and you do give them a chance to get rid of a 
great deal of the produce that would be grown, particularly 
when it is remembered that many things they can grow 
at Inverell cannot be grown on the coast and in the corner 
near the Queensland border. I think the whole future of 
that corner lies in whether or not it is going to, get its 
natural outlet to the coast as quickly as possible. Long 
haulage is what is killing the farmer to-day in the far out 
regions—the long pull on the train. 

1733. Mr. Cameron.] Supposing the Tenterfield to Casino 
line were built, where would people growing perishable 
goods sell them?—AI] through the thickly-settled country 
of Lismore and Murwillumbah. 


1734. Could not they grow their own cabbages there ?— 
They do to a certain extent; but you will find in the main 
they do not go in for market gardening and fruit-growing 
to anything like the extent they do on the north-west and 
on the tablelands. That is mainly from the fact that they 
get tremendous heavy rain there, and just when a man gets 
his place in working order, along comes one of the quite 
common deluges which they suffer ffom, and washes 
everything away. The amount of cultivation and farming 
done there is small in comparison with what is done oa 


_ the less moist country out west. 


1735. Has not the Arawatta subdivision failed?—No. 
They labour under a difficulty in getting their produce 
away. Dairying and cheese-making is successfully carried 
on. I do not suppose you would find a more up-to-date 
place than Arawatta is to-day. They manufacture their 
own milk into cheese, for which there is a ready sale. 


1736. I take it you consider the principal reason for 
constructing this line would be, in the first place, to con- 
nect the two railway systems, and, in the second place, to 
provide a means for exporting the surplus goods ?—Inter- 
shange of produce between three distinct zones of country, 


and also the provision of a port for the export of any. 
surplus not required by the people along the route. Ido. 
not necessarily mean overseas exports. There are plenty. 
of places along the coast which may require goods from, 
that district. Some of the traffic may go to Brisbane. 
Once you strike the coast you have cheap shipping. ‘The 
sea can be reached within 150 miles. fa Se 
1737. Would you expect that the west and north-west; 
country would produce more for the railways than is: the 
case at present /—Undoubtedly. 


1738. From the point of view of closer settlement ?— 
Yes. I do not think there is any future for closer settle-- 
ment along that north-west eorner unless a quicker means - 
of getting their produce away is afforded them. About; 
Texas, on the Queensland side, there is some of the finest: 
tobacco and cotton country in Australia. A company. 
lately formed there has a guarantee from the Queensland 
Government that the railway line from Inglewood will be: 
extended there. That company is preparing to subdivide 
and settle all that country. It means if the Inglewood- 
Texas line is constructed you might as well give the 
northern part of New South Wales to Queensland, because 
they will get all the traffic from there. I have a place in. 
that district, and I would certainly, in those cireum- 
stances, send my stuff to Brisbane because of the shorter 
distance. Seg 

1739. If the proposed line were built it would not bring - 
you any closer?’—If goods can be sent direct to the coast 
it would make a great deal of difference. There is one 
of the biggest water conservation schemes either in this_ 
State or in Queensland, that is the Mingoola scheme, where - 
Pike’s Creek junctions with the Severn River. -The Ten- 
terfield Creek junctions there also. The Queensland 
Government has made an exhaustive survey of that country 
with the object of conserving water there which will be 
carried from Texas almost to Mungindi. The New South 
Wales Government thas not taken much notice of that 
scheme. The Queensland Government has taken very 
careful soundings there, and undoubtedly it is a very fine 
water conservation scheme. If it does come off, there 
will be a tremendous area of river country all through 
there under intense cultivation and closely settled. 

1740. Would not the line suggested up the Clarence 
Valley have a bearing on the construction of the Tenter- 
field-Casino railroad?—The Clarence Valley line would 
serve country north and south. It would not serve the 
country towards Tenterfield or the country to the north- 
west. 

1741. The Bonalbo country would be served by the sug- 
gested line?—It depends on how far you go across. The 
Bonalbo country is fairly mountainous. If you start at 
the river at Tabulam there are seven big streams running 
into the river before you get to Bonalbo. A line running 
along by Bonalbo would be of no use to the people at 
Doubtful Creek as they would have to climb the range to 
get to it. But the line would serve good country on each 
side. The Clarence Valley line would be a line for local 
settlement; the other would be a national line. 

1742. The line up the Clarence Valley would not inter- 
fere with the Tenterfield-Casino line?—It should not. To 
the people west of the point which would be served by 
the Valley line it would be of no use. 


743. Would the estimated loss on the proposed line be 
largely made up from the revenue received from the north- 
west ?—Yes. The Murwillumbah to Grafton line is a 
system by itself, non-paying, though it runs probably 
through the most fertile portion of New South Wales. 
That goes to show that settlement along a line does not 
necessarily make it pay. A line to carry coal to New- 
castle would not pay. That line does not pay because all 
along it there is the same class of traffic; there is no inter- 
change. The same thing applied to a similar line in 
Queensland. Until the line was put through linking up 
the Tweed Heads with Brisbane, it did not pay; but it 
then became one of the best-paying lines in the State, 
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because there was an interchange of products, there was 
back-loading. That is what will make this line pay—the 
fact that there will always be something going from one 
end to the other. 

1744. To give full effect to the nearest connection of the 
Northern line with the western system it would be neces- 
sary to build another cross-country line further south ?’— 
Undoubtedly. 

1745. You would expect revenue to come from Inverell 
and towards the Queensland border ?—And further out. 

1746. North of Inverell rather thar south of it?—Yes. 
In considering these two lines there are two points to 
remember: that one would terminate in the centre of a 
very thickly-populated place already established—Lismore ; 
and the other would terminate at a potential place not so 
thickly populated. 

1747. If the connection were made from Tenterfield to 
Casino there would still be a big area of western country 
it would not give access to quite irrespective of the 
Inverell south connection ?—Yes. 

1748. There would still be a big western area to be 
served in the future despite the fact that Inverell was 
connected with Guyra?—Undoubtedly. And this would 
be the natural outlet. Inverell is only a point. The 
country beyond, around Yetman, Yallaroy, and those 
places, is very rich country, which is destined to carry a 
very big population. 

1749. Would you say that the land in the Ashford dis- 
trict is as good as the land around Inverell?—Yes. You 
get a frontage just as good out along Frazer’s Creek. 
There are patches of bad country when you get on the 
western side. 


1750. Would not the rainfall be better on the western 
slopes ?—As you go toward the river you would get a slight 
increase, but not a great deal. The rainfall from Inverell 
to Bonshaw would be very much the same. 

1751. Would not the line west of Tabulam be essentially 
grazing land under any conditions?—No; they will dairy 
a lot of it. You will see something similar to it on the 
South Coast. Once you leave the fertile fringe of the 
South Coast and begin to get into the mountains there 
is a lot of country which is similar. You get rough hills 
and suddenly come across nice little valleys with rich 
alluvial flats and quite heavily-grassed ridges. The 
Boonoo Boonoo country takes a lot of improving to kill 
the timber; but once it is killed you get water within 
3 or 4 feet of the surface. It is fine growing country. 
The fruit men will tell you that anywhere in the north it 
is ideal fruit country. 

1752. Mr. Doe.] The Railway Commissioners have sub- 
mitted two proposals in connection with the Tenterfield- 
Casino railway, one costing nearly £29,000 a mile with 
a 1 in 50 grade with curves of 5 chains radius, the other 
costing £16,000 with a grade of 1 in 25 and the sharpest 
curve 5 chains radius. The cheaper proposal will be 
a very expensive one from the standpoint of working ex- 
penses, because they will be obliged to use rolling-stock. 
that will not be transferable to any other line. Do you 
think the Committee should favour the cheaper proposal 
with the less efficiency ?—I do not like transhipping. Be- 
tween Adelaide and Port Augusta they change trains three 
times, and do not seem to worry about it. Everything 
seems to be done expeditiously. So far as IT am concerned 
if it ig a case of a cheap line or none at all, give me the 
cheap line. _ 
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Hannon, John, hotelkeeper and farmer, Rankin’s Springs......seesse0 2 vn sh anna ciund BHOSOEIGCOR DHLGebe baunn oOuaD cduadeonon Cues: 16 
Harnett, Charles John, district surveyor, Hay.......csceceeeeeseritetersrtrseceeeeeceeceneress napHobononbos.dgen00 non, eoo0eoneiadaG 22-23 
Hodgson, Charles Austen, Chief Traffic Manager, Department of Railways ......+. peaondbdocaemmadadiadsesacce 4-5, 31-32, 41 
Husking, George Thomas, farmer, Toolibigeal, near Ungarie -..s....:se0e sik abn onansbannduesene sep nonAUNDDoHSgDdONEpCAOLEr 20 
Hutchinson, William, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, Department of Railways......... 2; 65.7 
Johns, Digby Noy, grazier, Ungarie .......ccceesesseceeetneeeereserenes ceeereenncess Aibc0 Ue hon one SON USN CEMD GO ENOE nocnngos onde ee LO. 
Kennedy, John Edmond Harold, Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands........ wont Ae rndobsbSnadcEcac neeoancdcodonpGanyser 30-31 
Knight, James, storekeeper, Ungarie........ssseesseureeeeeeseeseess pietisudesenesas Staessen Sarnoconan vedeecadandonoo Hooton coOnddee : 21 
Lander, Walter, farmer and grazier, Blair Athol, Naradhan ......... eat nteumaunetes Beare tate venarnesieloeats March emsenene 15-16 
Lloyd, William Charles, farmer and grazier, Lancewood, near West Wyalong .....:.sssesseeseneer ees Rearacienslamon retest 29 
Macfarlane, Donald David, grazier and farmer, Blair Gowie and Boreamble, via Ungarie ..........cccesseveneseeves 21 
Manning, Arthur Gibson, M.H.R. wo. eeenseeee ABE aaptinc io etmcncneNo Mpoteae roanoctocceudacds Hneaenn oncnidaaroocc sisseee 31740 
Marshall, George Benjamin, surveyor, Department of Railways........ ntionavedede |p pteraboo dobuecon dott qodoaponnCapoceG oado 2-¢ 
’ Meacham, John George, wheat-farmer, near West Wyalong ........... s+ not bonoAbdoon ctited llloc oars aodSaucyncouoMbEcnLogn 28-29 
McFadyen, Harold, farmer, near Calleen............+ Na eh cde acho UnbnchibEnédoqdocodee cecocqudobsod Oaeddenaog ce Z0cuc spoceeiga auc 26 
McCiauchie, Albert Arthur Joseph, farmer, Lake Cudgellico ....ss.ccccsccecseeeseeseres srstanensreeseaseeceecesenscencesens 16 
Norris, Sidney, farmer and grazier, near Lake Cudgellico .......:s.ssseeerrsenes eeoaisianechianees SpAatDS da sagauDoceLounote «. 16-17 
Osborne, Stephen Mesman, squatter, Adaminaby .........::10008 SPOT A gepaGH bt SHER Oe ac OnUONCD ADD Ree nereeR haar) 33-34 
Pearson, Parkin Benjamin, compiler, Bureau of Statistics ........ Ande cei Beaptsb MoU AO O08 Oe EBL NICOM UN GUC ONO DeLOEOGEnO scree 29-30, 32 
Rankin, Donald Hugh, retired farmer, Balgowlalissiissecscnscssae ici etitenues(rsssev cuneate Se ne Ae Pee Onteniente “aan er ~ ei) 
Rankin, Donald Thomas, farmer and grazier, Westwood, West Wyalong «sss Aeprcopononae cobecaT eae conics : 26 
Seott, Francis James, farmer, Bolagamy, West Wyalong .......... SAE AAT epee =O MERA GEO aaC ACCC IOS 24-25 
Stidwell, Samuel Richard, farmer, Ungarie..........ccccccccssecnesnseneeners seneeaeeueeasen seen ee seeece sen ene es Uibciesetaeiias tatect 12-13 
Templeton, Thomas Herbert, grazier, Morwell, Naradhan wssee.c. e secsseseertesersee sre nansetesseeneeseneess see ewe 14-15 
Thomas, Phillip Harry, farmer, West Wyalong .............. 4 Se Oe cee hie saecr mana ry Valsiseecn’sie desiveu sous 28 
Walker, George Washington, Lindley Walker Co-operative Wheat Company, grain merchant, Sydney ......... 35-37 
Watson, John Lachlan, farmer, Bogargo, Lake Cudgellico ........:sssceessseees Shien aacbobt sae Doser ach See nnenten ise’ tac 7 
Woods, Hedley Reeves, farmer and grazier, Girral, near Ungarie ............-++4 » BOR CO SoS DeC RCE DOA ICHOUORIOGE emisuee 18-19 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


——_-____ 


PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM UNGARIE TO MONIA GAP. 


REPORT. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING CoMMITTEE on PuBLIc Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act 
of 1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1920 (11 George V, No. 4), to whom 
was referred for consideration and report ‘‘ the expediency of constructing 
a line of Railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap,” have after due inquiry 
resolved that it is expedient the proposed railway be constructed as far as 
Naradhan ; and in accordance with subsection (d) of clause 84 of the Public 
Works Act of 1912, report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. In placing before the Committee the official statement of the Public Works 
Department respecting this proposal, the Under-Secretary explained that the con- 
struction of the line had been submitted by the Lands Department as being in the 
interests of settlement in connection with the Government's immigration, land 
development, and settlement policy. 


The question of railway construction from Ungarie, or alternatively, from West 
Wyalong to Monia Gap, was the subject of a deputation which waited upon the Premier 
and other Ministers in May, 1922, when it was intimated that the Surveyor-General 
had recommended a railway from Ungarie; but the deputation suggested that the 
route should be from West Wyalong. The latter route, it was stated would open up 
396 wheat farms, and that the establishment of a community settlement scheme was 
part of the project. 


In his reply the Premier gave an undertaking that he would cause full inquiry 
to be made of the alternative routes suggested, viz., one from Ungarie and one from 


West Wyalong. 


The Railway Commissioners, having been asked for a report on the proposed 
alternative routes, and in this regard to co-operate fully with the Surveyor-General, 
reported that the distance from Wyalong to Monia Gap was 77 miles, 20 miles of which 
—from Naradhan Gap to Monia Gap—were also common to the proposed line from 
Ungarie, the length of the line from that place to Monia Gap being 58 miles. As the 
suggested line from Wyalong was only an average distance of 10 miles from the Barmed- 
man-Rankin Springs and Wyalong-Lake Cudgelligo railways, the Commissioners 
recommended that a survey only from Wyalong be made, and pointed out that from 
the figures available the length from Wyalong to Naradhan Gap could be estimated, 
the country being very similar on both routes. 


This suggestion having been approved the survey of a line from Ungarie via 
Naradhan Gap to Monia Gap was carried out, following which the Commissioners were 
asked for a statutory report, which is quoted elsewhere. | 

The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1922. THE 
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THE PROPOSED LINE. 


2, The proposed railway commences at a point on the Wyalong to Cudgelligo line 
at 372 miles 12 chaims 56 links from Sydney, and about 40 chams beyond Ungarie 
station, and proceeds in a south-westerly direction to 384 miles. Crossing the main 
road from Yalgogrin to Lake Cudgelligo at 378 miles, and Humbug Creek at 3804 miles. 
Krom 384 miles the line takes an almost due westerly direction to Naradhan Gap where 
the main road from Whitton to Lake Cudgelligo is crossed at 4084 miles. From 411 
miles to 419 the line bears south-westerly and north-westerly to 423 miles; thence a 
westerly direction is taken to Monia Gap where the line ends at 430 miles 12 chams 
56 links from Sydney. 


ESTIMATED COST. 


3. The estimated cost of the proposed line as submitted, with a length of 58 miles 
of single track, a ruling grade of 1 in 110, 60-lb. rails, and the sharpest curve of 15 chains 
radius, was £266,800. Owmg to the trial survey not having been completed at the 
time of the submission of the proposal to the Committee, this estimate was approximate 
only. ; 

The survey having been finished and a more complete knowledge of the actual 
quantities of material, &c., required obtamed, the length of line has been increased to 
58 miles 70 chains, and the estimated cost to £338,370, or £5,752 per mile. 


This estimate mcludes: £66,780 for rails; £49,043 for sleepers; £40,720 for 
carth-works; £26,936 for station works; £19,345 for station buildings; £12,000 for 
water supply; and £51,615 for engineering and contingencies at 18 per cent. 


For the shorter length of lme, terminating at Naradhan, the estimate of 
£184,000 referred to in the official evidence submitted at the opening of the inquiry, 
has been increased to £206,806, or £5,589 per mile. This estimate includes: £41,880 
for rails; £30,769 for sleepers; £20,590 for earth works; £17,630 for station works; 
£12,800 for station buildmgs; £8,000 for water supplies; and £31,547 for engimeering 
and contingencies at 18 per cent. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


4. In their statutory report the Railway Commissioners state that from information 
obtained from the Lands Department, and from a careful analysis of the location and 
elassification of the lands concerned, it has been ascertained that an area of 675,000 
acres of land would be served within a 10-mile radius of the proposed line. 


About 450,000 acres comprise 196,000 acres of homestead farms in 104 blocks 
(average about 1,885 acres per block) and 254,000 acres of alienated land. 


Of Crown lands the area is about 225,000 acres; and adopting the same average 
acreage as the homestead farms (1,885 acres) it would subdivide into about 120 blocks, 
but with a reduced average consequent on better access the number could be increased. 
‘20 per cent. to 25 percent. The area comprises about 47,000 acres hilly or clay land, 
suitable for grazing only, and about 30,000 acres of dense mallee. The remainder, 
about 148,000 acres, is good wheat land. 


Within the sphere of influence of the Barmedman-Rankin Springs railway, 
$45,360 acres of Crown land have been made available in 132 blocks for homestead. 
farms and 2 blocks for Crown lease, practically the whole of which has been selected. 
An area of about 134,000 acres, designed into 78 farms, is still to be made available 
within the 10 miles radius. The survey of the bulk of such area has been authorised. 
A further 80,000 acres could be made available for settlement upon resumption of 
49,400 acres of scrub lease. 

Lands generally have been applied for as soon as made available and similar 
results to those obtained on the Barmedman-Rankin Springs line are anticipated 


en the Monia Gap line. The 


The Commissioners point out that the proposed railway is well located about 
midway between the Rankin Springs and Lake Cudgelligo lines, but it is considered 
that a length of about 40 miles, instead of 58 miles, would meet the requirements of 
land settlement for many years to come. Beyond the 40 miles limit, the country 
becomes hilly and the land is mainly of a pastoral character, and therefore, there is not 
the need for closer rail communication. The termmal pomt now suggested would be 
parallel to and in a direct line with the existing termini at Rankins Springs and Lake 
Cudgelligo. 

If this suggestion is adopted, the finiancial position of the proposal will be as 
under :— 


Estimated Cost of Construction: £206,808. 


Estimated Annual Expenditure : Interest on cost of con- e a 
struction (£206,806) at 54 percent. ... ae wear L374 
Working expenses ... ashore: :- eee aka 
Serie te eee OE rec a 6 pte 18,564 
Estimated Revenue - ay 524 Se a: cue ee cee 9,000 


Difference... Ae i saa ee es: £9,554 


AREA TO BE SERVED. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 


5. The district traversed by the proposed line consists principally of red loam with 
shallow clayey subsoil, and occasional chocolate patches, and 1s suitable practically 
throughout the whole of its length for wheat growing. 


At the time of the Committee’s visit to the district, large areas of agricultural 
land were being fallowed at Youngaree, 13 miles from Ungarie, and country hitherto 
uncropped was being put under the plough. On this holding from four to seven bags 
of wheat were raised during a recent dry period. Further to the west, much of the 
country had been cleared and made ready for’the plough, whilst other parts, lightly 
timbered with box and pine, were about to be cleared. Thence, splendid ‘* whip-stick ” 
mallee prevails for several miles, ultimately merging into undulating and rising country, 
also timbered with mallee of the “ old man ”’ type. 


Beyond what is known as King’s dismantled sawmill, where large quantities of pme 
- for commercial use have been cut in former years, box and patchy mallee country is 
encountered, and this, interspersed with box, pine, and occasional rose bush and yarran, 
continues as far as Blairgowrie Station of 10,000 acres, 24 miles from Ungarie. Crossing 
the boundary of Tarella and Blairgowrie is ridgy mallee country, capable of wheat 
production, fallowed by scattered pine, belar, box, and dead yarran, indicating good 
wheat land now used for grazing. From this point, through box forest, dead pine, 
and green yarran, the country for several miles consists of rich red soil, and enters into 
what is known locally as “No Man’s Land,” about 6 miles from Naradhan. Here 
the country consists principally of good red soil patches, scattered mallee and big box, 
with the Naradhan Range lying to the south. 


The area from Naradhan to Monia Gap is somewhat rough, and includes isolated 
hills to within a few miles of the termmus, where it is more open. On this portion 
deep loam prevails, timbered with dead pine, yarran, box, and oak, with some wilga, 
nettle, and rosewood. Sandstone hills exist to the north, and on the south barren 
rocky ridges. . 

The greatest elevation on the proposed line is 910 feet, or 165 feet above the 
proposed junction at Ungarie, and on the ridge dividing the watersheds of the Lachlan 
and the Murrumbidgee. From this point the grade falls to 513 feet above sea-level at 
Monia Gap. The only important bridge will be at Humbug Creek, the drainage of 
which is about 80 square miles above the survey. 


Good stock water is obtainable throughout the district from tanks excavated 


in the water courses which form good holding ground. 
LANDS 
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Lanps INFORMATION. 

Within a radius of 12 miles on each side of the proposed line, and equidistant 
between it and existing lines, viz., Wyalong to Lake Cudgellico, Griffith to Hillston, and 
Barmedman to Rankin Springs—there is an area of 783,300 acres, including alienated, 
reserved, leased, and Crown lands, distributed as follows :— 


Alienated lands on Det Se ... 309,000 acres. 
Reserved lands not held under any tenure ... oe 1835800 ee 
Leased lands ... zy 4 ap fe) te S82. SCO eee 
Crown lands ... w 2 ion bi -.. 2207, 700 see 


In addition to the above are 47,700 acres of reserved lands held under lease and 
occupation licenses. 


Untenanted Crown Lands. 

The untenanted Crown lands amount to 120,500 acres, part of which—118,200 
acres—was from time to time set apart under the provisions of the Crown Lands 
Consolidation Act, 1913, and Returned Soldiers Settlement Act, 1916, between March, 
1918, and December, 1922, for various forms of tenure. “These areas include 100 
acres for additional holdings, 13,500 for homestead farms, 1,700 acres for additional 
homestead farms, and 50,300 acres, 34,600 acres, and 17,000 acres for homestead farms 
and homestead farms for returned soldiers only. In addition 56,000 acres of land held 
under occupation license have also been set apart for homestead farms for returned 
soldiers only, and 22,400 acres for Crown leases for returned soldiers only, making a 
grand total of about 174,200 acres of land set apart. 


Of the total area of Crown lands available for settlement, the following areas 
have been lately applied for: 30,300 acres as homestead farms, 1,300 acres as addi- 
tional homestead farms, 22,200 acres as homestead farms for returned soldiers, about 
10,600 acres as Crown leases for returned soldiers, making in all 64,400 acres applied 
for. 

The country is level to gently undulating, intersected by rough stony ridges, 
with no permanent natural water supply. Good tank and bore sites however are 
available. The soil is generally good red loam with clay subsoil; and stony along 
ridges and is suitable for grazing or agriculture (wheat and hay). ‘The timber consists 
of pine, box, yarran, oak, kurrajong, ironbark, wilga, belar, needlewood, currawong, 
and mountain gum, with belts of dense whipstick, mallee, and spinifex. 


Forest Reserves. 


There are six forest reserves having an acreage of 7,800 acres. Two of these 
reserves, which are only partly within the limits of the affected area, have been dedicated 
as State Forests, and the combined area involved is only about 1,100 acres. The 
country is generally level to undulating with a few stony rocky ridges, and the timber 
includes pine, box, oak, yarran, wilga, belar, ironbark, gum, currawong, needlewood, 
kurrajong, with patches of mallee. There is good prospective value in pine, but other 
timbers are of little commercial value. . 


Improvement Leases. 

Of six improvement leases and part of another, with an aggregate area of 57,300 
acres, 3,400 acres of which is covered by reserves, one of 9,100 acres expired on 12th 
January, 1923, thus leaving six improvement leases within the affected area to deal 
with. The remaining six leases have each twenty-eight years’ tenure. One of these 
leases has eight years to run; two have each twelve years, and three have each fifteen 
years torun. The rents range from -72d. per acre to 1-78d. per acre. 

In the six improvement leases referred to the Crown, under the conditions em- 
bodied therein, has power of withdrawal for purposes of settlement without compen- 
sation, except for lessee’s interest in improvements on the land so withdrawn. 


Serub Leases. 


Two scrub leases wholly covered by reserves, one of which is partly within the 
limits of the affected area, have a total acreage of about 15,000 acres. Both these 
leases have a tenure of twenty-one years; one has about seven years and the other 
about eight years more to run. The rent of one lease is 1d. per acre, and that of the 
other is 4d. per acre. Reserved 


ix 


Reserved Lands. 


Within the limits of the area which will be influenced by the construction of the 
proposed line, in addition to the 120,500 acres of untenanted Crown lands already 
referred to, there are 183,000 acres of reserved lands not held under any tenure, other 
than annual tenure (half of this area has been notified for classification); about 87,200 
acres of other Crown lands held under oc¢upation license; and 72,300 acres held under 
eG Sars leases, making a grand total of about 463,800 acres of unalienated Crown 

ands, 


Rainfall. 
The average rainfall varies from 16 inches at Ungarie to 15 inches at Monia Gap, 


STATISTICAL. 


From information supplied by the Bureau of Statistics, it appears that there has 
been a large increase during the last four years in the areas placed under wheat within 
the portions of the police patrol districts—Yalgogrin, Lake Cudgelligo, and Hillston— 
served by the proposed line. In 1919-20, 570 acres were under crop, and owing to 
drought, the yield—372 bushels—was a failure. In the following year, however, from 
6.205 acres there was a return of 111,927 bushels, an average of 18 bushels to the acre. 
The area under wheat in 1921-22 had been increased to 9,662 acres, from which 128,639 
bushels were obtained—an average of 134 bushels to the acre. 


The returns in regard to sheep show very little fluctuation since 1920, when the 
number depastured was 100,541 as against 100,539 in 1922. The number shorn in 
1920 was 113,788, giving 878,961 Ib. of greasy wool, and 104,799 sheep, giving 793,821 lb. 
of greasy wool in 1922. 


The dairying statistics show a production of 1,301 Ib. in 1920, and 5,260 lb. of 
butter in 1922. Of bacon there were 1,190 lb. produced in 1920, and 1,130 Ib. in 1922. 


The number of holdings in the period mentioned increased from 58 to 77. 
Included in the latter number are 67 private and 10 Crown land holdings. 


THE INQUIRY AND EVIDENCE. 


6. In carrying out their inquiry the Committee have made an inspection of the 
country to be served between the proposed and terminal points, and have taken evidence 
in Sydney, Ungarie, Naradhan,and Wyalong. The Committee have also traversed portions 
of the country from Wyalong and Calleen likely to be affected by railway construction 
to Monia Gap from these centres. 


UNGARIE. 


Since the railway was constructed through Ungarie a few years ago, the township 
has developed as the result of the cutting up of large estates, and is now the centre of 
an important wheat-growing area. Since 1917, 11,000 acres of South Ungarie have 
been divided into farms of from 600 to 1,200 acres. Of these, 9,000 acres have been 
put under wheat, and during the season of 1921-22, yielded 25,000 bags. Although 
the average rainfall of the district is 15 inches, the evidence shows that wheat may be 
successfully grown between Ungarie and Monia Gap on 8 inches if the bulk of this 
falls during the growing period. In the direction of Naradhan, 80 per cent. of the 
country is described as being suitable for agriculture; and areas of 800 to 1,000 acres, 
with 200 acres under fallow, are stated to be sufficient for a living area. 


The average wheat yield for the last five years is estimated at 16 bushels to the 
acre, although in isolated instances the return has been much greater. Settlers with 
long farming knowledge of the district, and who have also had experience of mallee 
land, in the Wimmera, Victoria, describe the land within the influence of the proposed 
line as superior to the latter, and have been induced to take up country not only on that 
account, but also because of its comparative cheapness. For some miles around Ungarie, 
the value of the land ranges from £3 to £4 10s. asagainst£18 to £20 peracrein the Wimmera. 


Except over long distances the farmers in the area under review cart their wheat 
to Ungarie at a cost of 1s. to 1s. 3d. per ton per mile, and anything over 12 miles cartage 


is regarded as a serious handicap to the producer and his teams. 
Several 
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Several large holdings within the influence of the proposed line, owned by private 
individuals, are too far from railway transit for profitable wheat-growmg, and carry 
on sheep raising with success. The carrying capacity of the country in its improved 
state, is estimated at a sheep to 3 or 4 acres. The sheep raised are generally forwarded 
by rail to Goulburn, Homebush, and Wyalong markets. 

One of the principal stations affected by the proposed line is Blairgowrie which, 
with Wariambil, contains 18,000 acres. Of this 80 to 90 per cent. are suitable for 
wheat-growing. The whole area, however, with the exception of 300 acres, which at 
the time of the Committee’s inquiry were being made ready for the plough, is carrying 
stock—principally sheep. Fully stocked, this portion of the country likely to be served. 
is capable of carrying a sheep to three acres. Wool from Blairgowrie is carted to 
Winnunga, a distance of 12 miles, for 1s. 3d. to 1s. 6d. per ton per mile. Generally 
the timber is light and may be cleared for not more than 5s. to 6s. per acre. A living 
area in this part of the district within a radius of 10 miles of the proposed line is estimated 
at not more than 1,500 acres, and the evidence indicates that with railway construction, 
the holding will be subdivided into blocks of this extent. 


A local estimate gives the value of Crown lands within the mfluence of the pro- 
posed line at 10s. per acre; with railway construction, and without improvements, 
this, the evidence states, will be increased to 35s. and 40s. per acre. 


NARADHAN. 


The principal holding at the terminus suggested by the Railway Commissioners, 
is Morwell, with an area of 10,000 acres of conditional purchase and conditional lease, 
and which formerly formed part of Naradhan. ‘This portion of the district is at present 
served by railway communication at Lake Cudgelligo and Rankin Springs, 24 and 
20 miles distant respectively ; and on account of the cost of road carriage, wheat 1s grown 
only to a limited extent. Wheat was grown on Naradhan ten to fifteen years ago, 
and was carted a distance of 71 miles to Whitton. Of-the 10,000 acres on Morwell, 
7,000 are described as suitable for wheat growing. For some years, however, wheat 
production has been abandoned, and the country generally is now devoted to grazing, 
the wool being carted to Lake Cudgelligo at a cost of 30s., as agaimst £2 10s. per ton 
when Whitton was the nearest railway station. During the last two years, 520 bales 
have been despatched from Morwell to Lake Cudgelligo. In its present condition 
its carrying capacity is 44 acres to the sheep, which, according to evidence, might be 
improved to 24 acres. 

Farmers north-west of Naradhan, and approximately 17 miles from Lake Cud- 
gelligo, have been growing wheat in recent years and obtaining crops of from 12 to 
24 bushels to the acre; but the distance to the railway is described as too heavy a 
handicap for profitable cultivation. 

A selected portion of 7,000 acres on Naradhan is Blair Athol, the owner of which 
has been growing wheat since the Lake Cudgelligo railway was opened six years ago, 
with an average return of 134 bushels to the acre, including one failure. The cost of 
cartage is 22s. per ton, and the producer, with railway construction, is prepared to 
increase his present cultivated area from 260 to 2,000 acres. Otherwise, both on Blair 
Athol and other holdings, wheat farming is likely to be reduced im extent or 
abandoned altogether. | 


ALTERNATIVE ROUTES. 


7. The Committee have considered the expediency of constructing an alternative 
line from Wyalong to Monia Gap, running almost due west as far as Mildil, where it 
would join the Ungarie-Monia Gap survey. The contention of the advocates of this 
route is that there is a considerable area of country 12 to 20 miles from Wyalong, incon- 
veniently served by existing railway communication ; that a line running immediately 
west would at a point 10 miles out be approximately 10 miles from either the Wyalong 
to Lake Cudgelligo or the Barmedman to Rankin Springs lines; and that landholders 
thence as far as the survey from Ungarie to Monia Gap would still be too far from 
railway service for successful farming. 

Although the adoption of the alternative proposal would mean 20 miles of extra 
construction, it has been submitted in evidence that no additional railway yards would 
be necessary to be built, and that the saving in this direction would goa long way towards 

payme 
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paying interest on the cost. Approximately, 11,000 acres of Crown lands are srtuated 
20 miles west of Wyalong, some of which is stated to be at least 12 miles from the nearest 
railway siding on the Rankin Springs line, and the suggested line would bring that 
area within profitable wheat growing distance. 


Settlers 20 to 25 miles west of Wyalong, whom the alternative route would serve, 
are represented to be growing but a small quantity of wheat on account of long distance 
eartage. About one-sixth of their wheat-growing land is used, whereas the settlers 
close to Wyalong have about three-fourths of their holdings under crop. 


A further alternative route is from Calleen, 12 miles north-west of West Wyalong, 
on the Lake Cudgelligo line, running to the south-east corner, and thence along the 
southern boundary to the south-west corner of old Bolagamy holding to a point equally 
dividing the two existing lines, and joining the proposed route from Ungarie to Monia 
Gap, 30 miles from the starting point. 


The Calleen route would involve extra construction to the extent of about 
10 miles as against 20 miles by a Wyalong connection. 


In view of the fact that the proposed line from Ungarie to Monia Gap will serve 
the whole of the settlers between the existing lines from Barmedman to Rankin Springs 
and Wyalong to Lake Cudgelligo, by bringing them within a radius of 12 miles of railway 
communication, the Committee do not consider the expenditure of the additional 
amount of money involved in the construction of either alternative is justified. 


CONCLUSION. 


8. The character of the country to be served leads to the conclusion that results 
similar to those obtained from the Barmedman to Rankin Springs railway, where 
lands generally have been applied for as soon as made available, will follow the con- 
struction of the proposed line. 


It has been shown in evidence that within the sphere of influence of the railway 
referred to 245,000 acres have been made available in 132 blocks for homestead farms, 
and two blocks for Crown leases, practically the whole of which has been selected. An area 
of about 134,000 acres designed into seventy-eight farms had still to be made available at 
the time of the Committee’s inquiry; whilst a further 80,000 acres will be made available 
for settlement upon resumption of 49,000 acres of scrub lease, should the lands above- 
mentioned prove a success. 


- Within a 10 miles radius of the proposed line 675,300 acres, consisting principally 
of undulating and uniformly good wheat country at present“used to a large extent for 
grazing, will be served. The beneficial effect of railway construction upon country of 
similar character is shown by the fact that for 13 miles out from Ungarie railway station, 
a very large area is now under wheat cultivation; and the cultivation of the balance 
should naturally follow railway construction. 


In the opinion of the Committee it is not expedient the proposed line should be 
constructed to the suggested terminus—Monia Gap, 58 miles. Beyond Naradhan 
37 miles—the country is hilly and would not lend itself to cultivation sufficient to 
warrant further extension. In these circumstances the Committee recommend that 
the line be constructed as far as Naradhan at an estimated cost of £206,806. 


RESOLUTION PASSED. 


9. The following extract from the Minutes of Proceedings shows the resolution 
passed by the Committee :— 


Mr. Cameron moved,—* That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed 
railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap be constructed as far as Naradhan, a distance of 
37 miles, at an estimated cost of £206,806.” 


Mr. Mahony seconded the motion, which was passed. 


Wiese ae DICKY 
Chairman. 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney, 3 August, 1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


RAILWAY EXTENSION FROM UNGARIE TO MONIA GAP. 
d 


WEDNESDAY, 29: NOVEMBER, 1922. 


Yresent:— 
Tue Horn. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cratirmay). 


The Hon. JouHn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francois MicusarL, Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Doz, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a Railway Extension from 
Ungarie to Monia Gap. 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under-Secretary, Department of 


Public Works, sworn and examined :— 


A Chairman. | You have an official statement to submit in 
connection with the proposed railway extension !—Yes ; it 
reads as follows :— 


Prorosep Rarnway FROM UNGARIE TO Monta Gap. 
Estimated cost, £266,800, or £4,600 per mile, exclusive of 
land and compensation. 
* Length, 58 miles; ruling grade, t in 110; sharpest curve, 15 
chains radius. 

On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways moved in the Legislative Assembly, ‘‘ That 
it be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works to consider and report upon the expediency of constructing. 
a line of railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap.” 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

This proposed railway has been put forward by the Lands Depart- 
ment as one which will be in the interests of settlement in the State 
in connection with the Government’s immigration proposals and 
policy generally respecting land development and settlement. 

Following is the official description of the line :—‘‘ This proposed 
railway commences at a point on the Wyalong to Cargelligo line 
at :72 miles 12 chains 56 Jinks from Sydney and about 40 chains 
beyond Ungarie station, and proceeds in a south-westerly direction 
to 384. miles, crossing the main road from Yalgogrin to Lake Car- 
. gelligo at 378 miles, and Humbug Creek at 3804 miles ; from 384 
miles it takes an almost due westerly direction to Naradham Gap, 
where the main road from Whitton to Lake Cargelligo is crossed at 
4084 miles; from 411 miles to 419 miles the line bears south- 
westerly and uorth-westerly to 423 miles; thence a westerly 
direction is taken to Monia Gap, where the line ends at 430 miles 
12 chains 56 Jinks from Sydney. The works are light.” 

The Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report is dated 8th 
November, 1922, and is as follows :— 


Proposep RAILWAY FROM UNGARIE TO Monta Gap. 


Tn accordance with the request of the Honorable the Minister 
for Railways and in pursuance of the provisions of the Public 
Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners beg to submit their report on 
the abovementioned proposal. 

The length of the proposed extension is 58 miles, the ruling grade 
«is 1 in 110, and the estimated cost £266,800. 

The principal object of the construction of this line is to serve an 
area of Crown land lying between the Temora-Hillston, Barmedman- 
Rankins Springs and Wyalong-Lake Cargelligo lines, which it is 
understood is required for settlement purposes in association with 
the eae proposals now under consideration by the Govern- 
ment. 

From information obtained from the Lands Department, and 
from a careful analysis of the location and classification of the lands 
concerned, it has been ascertained that an area of 675,000 acres of 
Jand would be served within a 10-mile radius‘of the proposed line 
as shown by firm, yellow edging on the accompanying plan 


(marked ‘‘ A”), 
Tt 89583—A 


The area shown by blue colour, about 450,000 acres, comprises 
196,009 acres homestead farms in 104 blocks (average about 1,885 
acres per block) and 254,C00 acres of alienated land. 


The uncoloured land within the yellow edging comprises Crown 
land, part held under terminable lease. The area is about 225,0L0 
acres, and adopting the same average acreage as the homestead 
farms within the blue coloured area (1,885 acres) it would subdivide 
into about 120 blocks, but with a reduced average consequent on 
better access the number would be increased 20 per cent. to 25 per 
cent. It comprises about 47,000 acres hilly or clay land, suitable 
for grazing only, and about 30,000 acres dense mallee. The 
remainder, about 148,000 acres, is good wheat land. 


Within the sphere of influence of the Barmedman-Rankin’s Springs 
Railway 245,360 acres of Crown land have been made available in 
132 blocks for homestead farms and two blocks for Crown lease, 
practically the whole of which has been selected. An area of about 
134,000 acres, designed into 78 farms, is still to be made available 
within the 10-miles radius. The survey of the bulk of such area 
has been authorised. A further 80,000 acres could be made avail- 
able for settlement upon resumption of 49,400 acres of scrub lease, 
should the lands abovementioned prove a success. 


Lands generally have been applied for as soon as made available, 
and similar results to those’obtained on the Barmedman-Rankin’ 
Springs Line are anticipated on the Monia Gap Line. 


The proposed railway is well located about midway between the 
Rankings Springs and Lake Cargelligo lines, but it is considered 
that a length of about 40 miles, instead of 58 miles, would meet 
the requirements of land settlement for many years to come. 
Beyond the 40 miles limit, the country becomes hilly and the land 
is mainly of a pastoral character and therefore there is not the need 
for closer rail communication. The terminal point now suggested 
would be parallel to and in direct line with the existing termini at 
Rankins Springs and Lake Cargelligo. 


If this suggestion is adopted, the financial position of the pro- 
posal will be as under :-— 


Estimated cost of construction :—- : £ 
Estimated cost of construction ........sscssnces cee ees 184,000 
Estimated annual expenditure :-— £ 
‘ Interest on cost of construction (£184,000) 
Dee VELICON Uae niitiette seme adele cele raison ieuine 10,120 
WiorkimocexWensesen vanatarse de iscmdensass. velhines cs 7,180 
—- 17,309 
PIShUMAbed LEMOMUCL weeds wikcoaensanseatersnaensas 9,000 
‘Difference :— 8,300 


The Common Seal of the 
Railway Commissioners 
for New South Wales 
was hereunto affixed the 
8th. day of November, 
one thousand nine bun- 
dred and twenty-two, in 
the presence of — 


(Sgd.) W. Jno. Morris, 
Secretary. 
(Sgd.) JAMES FRASEL. 


(Sgd.) J. H. Cann. 
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Witnesses—T. B. Cooper, 29 November, W. Hutchinson, 5 December, and G. B. Marshall, 11 December, 1922. 


The question of a railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap, or alterna- 
tively frum West Wyalong to Monia Gap, was the subject of a 
deputation which waited on the Premier and other Ministers (in- 
ciuding the Minister for Lands and the Minister for Works) on 
12th May last in connection with the proposed opening of Crown 
lands for settlement along the route of the projected line. The 
deputation represented th3 Million Farms Committee, the New 
‘ ettlers’ League, the West Wyalong Railway League, the Farmers 
and Settlers’ Association at Mildil, Bolagamy, and Yalgogrin North, 
also the United Labourérs® Union. 


{t was pointed out that the Surveyor-General had recommended 
a railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap, but the deputation suggested 
that the route should be from West Wyalong. The railway would 
open up 396 wheat farms The establishment of a community 
settlement scheme was part of the project. 


The Premier, in reply, expressed himself strongly in favour of 
community settlement, and he also gave an undertaking that he 
would cause full inquiry to be made into the alternative routes 
suggested for the railway, viz., one from Ungarie and the other 
from West Wyalong. His present conviction was in favonr of the 
former. If the official reports coincided with the representations 
made he would submit them to the Prime Minister of the Common- 
wealth for consideration in addition to the Upper Murray lands and 
the lards in the northern district of the State. 


Subsequently the Railway Commissioners were asked for a report 
on the proposed alternative routes and in this regard to co-ope-ate 
fully with the Surveyor-General, who was preparing a report on the 
possibilities of land settlement in the district. 

In reply the Railway Commissioners reported that the distance 
from Wyalong to Monia Gap is 77 miles—20 miles of which, viz, 
from Narahdan Gap to Monia Gap is also common to the proposed 
line from Ungarie, the length of the line from that place to Monia 
Gap being 58 miles against 77 miles from Wyalong. As the 
proposed line from Wyalong is only an average distance of 10 miles 
from the Rankin Springs Railway, The Commissioners recommended 
that only survey from Ungarie be made, and from the figures 
available the length from Wyalong to Naradhan Gap could be 
estimated, the country being very similar on both routes. 

The Railway Commissioners’ suggestion having been approved, 
the survey of the line from Ungarie via Naradhan Gap to Monia 
Gap was carried out, following on which the Commissioners were 
asked for a Statutory Report on the line, This was furnished under 
date 8th November, 1922, and is a3 quoted above. _ 

Recently a petition signed by J. Maw (Monia Gap), J. Singleton, 
H. A. Richards, and others was received by the Department. The 
petitioners urged the construction of a railway to Monia Gap from 
either Ungarie, Wyalong, or Rankin’s Springs, and stated that 
upwards of 30 settlers with their families have already taken up 
residence on. blocks in the vicinity of the Gap. 


TUESDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present: 
Tar Hoy. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuarrmay). 


‘The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Roserr Manowry. 


Francis MicuarEL Burke, Esa. 
Dayip Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a Railway Extension from Ungarie to Monia Gap. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and 
Tramway Construction, Department of Railways, 
sworn, and examined :— 


2. Chairman.| I understand that you have no detailed 
‘statement to read in connection with the proposed railway ? 
—That is so. The Minister was desirous of submitting to 
Parliament a line from Ungarie to Monia Gap for reference 
to the Public Works Committee, and as the trial survey 
was not then completed an approximate estimate without a 
survey had to be given. The survey is, however, finished, 
and a detailed reliable estimate could be prepared for the 
information of the Committee, and I think that should be 
done. In connection with the estimated cost I was asked 
by the Railway Commissioners, in view of the urgency of 
the matter from a land settlement point of view, to supply 
an approximate estimate. I know the country well through 
which the line would pass. I came to the conclusion that 
we could build this line for approximately the same price 
as that of the Griffith to Hillston railway, and I gave an 
estimate of £4,600 per mile. At the same time I never 
like to give estimates of that nature, because I have no 
reliable figures before me. It may be right or it may be 
wrong, but it is the nearest estimate that I can give. 


3. Later on we can get more definite data’—Yes; the 
surveys are completed and plans are being worked up. I 
can have a proper estimate prepared and submitted to the 
Committee later on. The Committee will nutice in the 
statement submitted by the Under Secretary for Public 
Works that the length of line right to the Gap is given as 
58 miles. It terminates at Monia Gap. But the Com 
missioners, in their report, recommend that the line should 
only go 40 miles out. That would be to the main stock 
route, which runs from Whitten, alongside our Rankin 
Springs terminus and on to Lake Cargelligo. Knowing the 
country as I do, it seems to me that it would be wise to 
make, at least, an estimate for that distanee, and possibly 
another to Monia Gap, if you want the two, because when 
the Committee see the couatry they will probably agree 
with the Commissioners’ recommendation. Beyond the 
stock route you get into the ranges. 

4, Has the alternative route from Wyalong come under 
your notice?— Yes. Any of that country is good wheat 
land. Whichever is the shorter line—that from Wyalong 
or Ungarie, would serve the district best. 

5. I understand you have not been asked to prepare an 
estimate of cost of a line from Wyalong to Monia Gap?t— 
No, 


MONDAY, 11 DECEMBER, 1922. 


| Reesent :— 
Tne Hor. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Caatamay). 


The Hon. JoHN TRAVERS. 


Francis Micuarz Burke, Esq 


The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of construgting a Railway Extension from Ungarie to Monia Gap, 


George Benjamin Marshall, surveyor, Department of 
Railways, sworn and examined :— 
6. Chairman.|- What connection did you have with this 
proposal /—I made survey. 
7. Have you any notes you can read to the Committee 
concerning your observations of the nature of the country, 
any engineering difficulties that might be encountered in 


the construction of this line, and so on?—TI have the follow 
ing report :— 

Having made the survey of this line I beg to report as follows :-—= 

Total length of line—59 miles. 

Grade 1 in 110 both ways (compensated), 

Minimum curves-—20 chains radius, ; 

Earthworks are very light, being mostly a surface line. 

Rainfall 15 inches, 


Elevation.—The country passed through is undulating; the 
greatest e’evation is on the dividing ridge, which is the watershed 
of the Lachlan and Murrumbidgee River at 3864 miles. lleight 
above sea level 910 feet or 165 feet above junction at Ungarie. 
From this point the grade is falling to Monia Gap, height above sca 
level 513 feet. The only impertant bridge required is the crossing 
of Humbug Creek, the drainage of whicn is about 80 square miles 
above the survey. Very few openirgs in other places will be 
required. 

The soil is red, with occasional parts of chocolate, eminently 
suitable for wheat growing, of which a large area is now under 
cultivation, extending about 13 miles out from Ungarie Railway 
Station. 

The timber is of no value for railway purposes, being principally 
ring-barked, pine, box, oak and Yarran with belts of Mallee scrub. 
The only water obtainable is fcom tanks which are excavated in the 
watercourses for catchment, being good h'lding ground. 

Stone suitable for ballast can be chtained at convenient places 
along the line near Humbug Creek and ridges along the route. 


The survey commences from the existing Wyalong to Lake Car- 
gelligo Railway at 372 miles 10 chains, about 30 chains north of 
Ungarie Station Yard, and runs south-westerly for 1] miles, crossing 
the main road from Yalgogrin to Lake Cargelligo at 378 miles 25 
chains, and Humbug Creek at 380} mile peg and north-western 
corner of portion 30. The line then continues south-westerly to 
3834 mile peg, avoiding the range of hills situated north of the 
survey The direction of the line is then due west for the remaining 
distance to Monia Gap, running through Naradhan and Wargan 
Bogan Gaps. 

8. Will you say that agriculture has keen carried on for 
some distance from Ungarie—about 13 miles !—Yes. 

9. Do you know whetker the settlers at the extreme 
limit of that 15 miles experience any difficulty at the 
present time in getting their produce to the nearest rail- 
way station ?—That seems to be limit. 

10. Will the construction of the proposed railway, either 
for its full length, or a portion of it, stimulate the taking 
up of land and the using of it for agriculture instead of 
grazing !— Yes. 

11. It has been suggested that to meet the requirements 
of this country it would not be necessary to build the 
line right through to Mona Gap, and that it might be 
terminated at Naradhan ?—I would recommend that. 

12. Are you Jed to that conclusion by the fact that 
there is no land further west of Monia Gap which would be 
developed by the construction of a line to Monia Gap ?—TIf 
the railway were constructed to Monia Gap it would not 
promote any more cultivation. There is a range of 
mountains running north, anil I do not think that roads 
could be built over the range. Even if they were built 
they would not be used, because the grades would be very 
steep. 

13. What is the local name of the range of hills marked 
on the wall map?--The Lachlan Range. 

14. In your opinion the Lachlan Range bounds the area 
on the west, which would be served so far as agriculture is 
concerned by the proposed line from Ungarie 1—Yes. 

15. Do you recommend that the line should stop at 
Naradhan Gap ?--Yes, or perhaps it might be terminated 
a little further on. I should say that it ought to go nearly 
to Wargan Bogan Gap, which is about 13} miles beyond 
Naradhan. 

_ 16. What distance is that point from Ungarie —About 
50 miles. If the line were built to Wargan Bogan Gap 
about 9 miles only of construction would be saved. 

17. Mr. Mahony.| Is that other 9 miles of country 


beyond Wargan Bogan Gap hilly ?—It is ridgy, but the 


intervening country is beautiful soil. There are only a few 
ranges in between. 

18. Does thes range betwe2n Ungarie and Naradhan 
which is shown on the wall map present any engineering 
difficulties 1—No, it is almost a surface grade. 

19. Is the country through there good agricultural 
country !—Yes, some of the best. 

20. Would a railway from Wyalong to Monia Gap serve 
that country?—A line running in a straight line from 
Wyalong to Monia Gap would be within 24 miles of 
country already served by existing lines. 

21. You think that a line from Ungarie to Monia Gap 
would serve the district best 1—Yes, I should think so. 
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Witness—G, B, Marshall, 11 December, 1922. 


22. Mr. Frank Burke.| Did I understanc you to say that 
you recommended that the proposed line should be ter- 
minated at Naradhan instead of at Monia Gap ?—lf that 
line were built to Monia Gap it would run right into the 
range, which blocks the traffic, and no more country would 
be served than would be served if the line were terminated 
at the point I have indicated. 

.23. Did you not say that there was good agricultural 
land right up to Monia Gap!—Yves, and there is good 
agricultural land further on, but the range blocks any more 
tratiic from coming in. 

24. When you reach Monia Gap you come to a dead 
end /— Yes. 

25. Have you any idea of the distance from Naradhan 
to the Hillston line ?— About 50 miles, I suppose. 

26. You are aware that a railway from Barmedman to 
Rankin’s Springs is in course of construction /— Yes. 

27. Do you know that the idea of the line to Monia Gap 
is to serve the country between Lake Cargelligo and the 
line being constructed from Barmedman to Rankin’s 
Springs?—Yes. It has been suggested that a line from 
Narriah running north through Naradhan Gap towards 
the Lachlan would serve good country, but I am afraid 
that at Naradhan the grades would be steeper. The 
country is a Jittle rougher there, and the ruling grade 
would he, say, | in 69. 

28. Between Monia Gap and the Griffith-Hillston line 
is there good agricultural country /— Yes. 

29. Mr. Travers.| When the line to Hillston is con- 
structed between Hillston and Monia Gap will be fairly 
well served ¢— Yes. 

30. So that if the proposed railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap were constructed it would. not attract any 
traftic from the other side of Monia Gap in the direction ot 
Hillston !—No. 

31. That is to say all the country on the western side of 
Monia Gap will be served by the Hillston line ?—Yes. 

32. 1f the proposed line were constructed, say, to within 
14 or 15 miles of Monia Gap, that would serve all the 
intervening country between that point and Monia Gap ?— 
I should think so. 

33. Is the country to be served by this line such that 14 
or 15 miles could be considered a fair carting distance 1—I 
should say about 12 miles. . 

34. Do you know the country between Wyalong and 
Lake Cargelligo ?—Yes. 

35. Taking 12 miles as the reasonable limit of the 
influence on that line on the western side, would you say 
that the country between that limit is similar, or as good, 
country ’—Yes, . 

36. It is pretty well the same class of country right out 
to Monia Gap 1—Pretty weli the saine. 

' 37. Do you know the country which would be served by 
the alternative proposal from Wyalong to Monia Gap ?—I 
am not so well acquainted with that part of the country. 

38. Looking at the two propositions which do you con- 
sider would be the better line to construct—the line from 
Ungarie to within about 12 miles of Monia Gap or the 
line from Wyalong towards Monia Gap?—TI should cer- 
tainly recommend the line Ungarie to Monia Gap although, 
the line from Wyalong towards the Gap would reduce the 
distance to Sydney by 6 miles. 

39. If a line were constructed from Wyalong in the 
direction of Monia Gap it would for a certain distance be 
running almost parallel with the existing railway from 
Wyalong to Lake Cargelligo, which would be a disadvant- 
age !—Yes, or else the line to Rankin’s Springs. 

40, Generally speaking, you think that the country 
could be served by the line under consideration is such as: 
would commend itself to closer settlement ?—I think so. 

4], Would you expect to get as good a return from the 
line from Ungarie towards Monia Gap as you would from the 
line from Wyalong to Lake Cargelligo /—I should think so, 
The only drawback is that the rainfall in the country 
between Ungarie and Monia Gap is not quite so good. 
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TUESDAY, 12 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present :— 
: THe Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuatrmay). ; 


The Hon. Joun TrAvers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


| 


Francis Micuarn Burke, Ese. | 
WintutiaM Cameron, Esq. 


Dayip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a Railway Extension from 
Ungarie to Monia Gap. 


Charles Austen Hodgson, Chief Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn, and examined :— 


42. Chairman.| I understand that yow have prepared a 


« report with regard to this proposal 1!—Yes, it reads :— 


PROPOSED RatLWway FRoM UNGARIE TO Monta Gap. 


The following is a copy of my report to the Commissioners, dated 
6th November, 1922 :— 


The length of this proposal is 58 miles. the ruling grade is | in 
110, and estimated cost £266,800. 

The principal object of the construction of this line is to serve 
an area of Crown land lying between the Temora-Hillston, Barmed- 
man-Rankins Springs, and Wyalong-Lake Cargelligo lines, which 
it is understood is required for settlement purposes in association 
with the immigration proposals now under consideration by the 
Government. 

After consultation with the Lands Department, and from a careful 
analysis of the location and classification of the lands concerned, it 
has been ascertained that an area of 675,000 acres of land would be 
served within a 10-miles’ radius of the proposed line as shown 
by firm yellow edging on the accompanying plan. 

The area shown by blue colour, about 450,000 acres, comprises 
196,000 acres homestead farms in 104 blocks (average about 1,885 
acres per block) and 254,000 acres alienated land. 

The uncoloured land within the yellow edging comprises Crown 
land, part held under terminable lease. The area is about 225,000 
acres, and adopting the same average acreage as the homestead 
farms within the blue coloured area (1,885 acres) it would subdivide 
into about 129 blocks, but with a reduced average, consequent on 
better access, the number could be increased 20 per cent. to 25 per 
cent. It comprises about 47,000 acres hilly and clay land, suitable 
for grazing only, and about 30,000 acres dense mallee. The 
remainder, about 148,000 acres, is good wheat land. 

Within the sphere of influence of the Barmedman-Rankin’s 
Springs railway, 245,360 acres of Crown land have. been made 
available in 132 blocks for homestead farms and two blocks for 
Crown-lease, practically the whole of which has been selected. An 
area of about 13',000 acres, designed into 78 farms, is to be made 
available within the 10-miles’ radius. ‘The survey of the bulk of 
such area has been authorised. A further 80,000 acres could be 
made available for settlement upon resumption of 40,400 acres of 
scrub lease, should the lands above-mentioned prove a success. 

Lands generally have been applied for as soon as made available, 
and similar results to those obtained on the Barmedman Rankin’s 
Springs line are anticipated on the Monia Gap line. 

The proposed railway is well located about midway between the 
Rankin‘s Springs and Lake Cargelligo lines, but I think that a 
length of about 40 miles instead of 58 miles would meet the require- 
ments of land settlement for many years to come. Beyond*the 40- 
miles’ limit the country becomes hilly, and the land is mainly of a 
pastoral character, and, therefore, there is not the need for closer 
rail communication. The terminal point now suggested would be 
parallel to and in direct line with the existing terminus at Rankin’'s 
Springs and Lake Cargelligo. 

If this suggestion is concurred in, the financial position of the 
proposal will be as under :— 


Estimated cost of constructing. a length of about 


40 miles Fi £184,000 
Interest at 5} %onabove ... £10,120 
Working expenses... oa 7,180 ; 
-— 17,300 
Estimated revenue 9,0CO 
Difference .., Se ses oU0 


43. Your report on this proposal is not quite so definite 
as your report on the proposal from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin !—No. 

44. But you think that the proposed line from Ungarie 
to Monia Gap is, at any rate, worthy of serious considera- 
tion from a railway point of view ?—I must confess that the 
remark I made earlier in the afternoon is weighing a great 
deal with me, I said that although I had been before the 
Committee on a number of occasions, and had pointed out 
how the construction of pioneer lines was going to open up 
new country and increase primary production, unfortu- 
nately, our experience had been that things had not resulted 


as we hoped. This isa matter which our Chief Railway 
Commissioner is very much exercised about. I dare say 
that members of the Committee may have seen the remarks 
he made some time ago with regard to this question. If 
you take the increased capital expenditure on railways, and 
compare it with either the increased population or the 
increased production of the State, you will see what an 
unfavourable position we are getting into. I got out some 
figures to place before the Committee, because I think they 
are figures which should be known. JI compared the year 
ended 30th June, 1922, with the year ended 30th June, 
1914. Daring that time our railway capital increased by 
39°64 per cent., and the bulk of the money was spent try- 
ing to increase the productiveness of the State. During 
the same time our population increased by 14°18 per cent., 
and during the same period the actual tonnage of all kinds 
over the railways of New South Wales increased by only 
9-71 per cent. In other words, although our population 
increased by 14-18 per cent. cur railway business increased 
by only 9°71 per cent, and ia order to get that 9°71 per 
cent. we spent 39 per cent. more capital. 

45. Mr. Travers.| What would that 39 per cent. repre- 
sent in money ?—Abont £24,000,000. This is a very serious 
state of affairs from the railway standpoint, and I want to 
put the position of the Railway Commissioners before the 
Committee. I may say that the Chief Commissioner asked 
me to do so. Our railways are up against a serious 
position. New lines are being continually built, adding to 
the burden, and they do not result in the increased pro- 
duction which was anticipated prior to their construction. 
There is something wrong somewhere. 

46. Mr, Cameron.| What does the 1418 per cent. 
increase in population represent ?~About 250,000. 

47. Mr. Travers.] What would the 9:71 per cent. increase 
represent ?—Just over 1,000,000 tons. 

48. So for an expenditure of £24,000,000 an additional 
1,000,000 tons of various products and goods were 
handled ?—Yes. 

49. Mr. Burke.| Bat you are taking the war period ?— 
Iam not. I am merely comparing the year 1922 with the 
vear 1914, in order to show the increase in one year, as 
compared with the other. I am not taking the period in 
between. ees 

50. Mr. Drummond.| Do you not think that the lines 
which were constructed during the, war period should 
receive special consideration, owing to the abnormal condi- 
tions which then prevailed?—I have not strained this 
matter at all. If I wished, I could have quoted the year 
1916, which was the best year we ever had. During that 
year we had the greatest wheat crop we ever produced, 
and therefore the greatest tonnage that was ever carried 
over our railways. There was, however, a reason for that. 

51. But owing to the fact’ that the wheat could not be 
shifted, there was a reaction and a drop in production 7— 
Quite likely, but the point is that we have not recovered, 

52. But all these abnormal factors should be taken into 
consideration, before arriving at a pessimistic decision ?— 
It is quite right that all these things should be taken into 
consideration, but I must confess that there is such a vast 
disparity between the amount spent and the result we have 
got for that expenditure that something more than the war 
has to be considered. After all, the war is a matter of 
some years ago, and we should be recovering now. In 
1922 we should not be affected very much by the war as 
regards production, 


53. Mr. Travers. ] Could you say what the extra million 
tons carried in 1922 as compared with 1914 represents in 
£s.d. 1 Absolutely no, because from i914 up to the 
present time our charges have been altered almost every 
year. I do not want the thing to be dealt with from that 
standpoint of railway revenue ; my real object in drawing 
attention to it is to ‘point out ‘that something requires to 
be done to remedy this condition of affairs. Everything 
has been done to try to increase production, but, unfortu- 
nately, there is a weak link somewhere, because we do not 
get the increased production we ought to get. It is not 
for me to say why that is. I do not know, but there must 
be something wrong somewhere. We afford increased rail- 
way facilities to open up the country, but we do not seem 
to get increased production. ‘If only this could be put 
right all the propositions coming before the Committee 
could be looked upon with a most favourable eye. 

54. Chairman.| You have been disappointed with the 
results accruing irom the construction of pioneer railways 
as regards increased production, Is that disappointment 
uniform all over the State where pioneer lines have been 
constructed, or is it confined mainly to certain districts ?— 
I think you misunderstood me. ‘That was not what I 
intended to convey. A number of the pioneer lines have 
shown that their construction was quite justified, because 
they have done quite well, but in spite of that our total 
does not become bigger. There must be something wrong 
somewhere. 

55. Mr Drummond,| Do you think the high prices which 
have been ruling for wool would have tended to prevent 
agricultural development ?—Quite likely, but that does not 
get over my dfficulty. We seem to have got new traftic 
following on the construction of new lines, but when we 
total everything up we do not seem to have anything more. 
It looks as if we were losing somewhere. We take the 
total production of the State, and that is one of the best 
guides we can have. I admit that imports might have 
some effect, because we carry them, but [ am inclined to 
think that they affect the position very slightly. 

56. It is very obvious that the value of production can 
be greater, although the volume of production may be less 
by reason of very high prices?—Yes. ‘The number of 
pounds of wool produced is getting less, but the value of 
the clip is going up 

57. Afr. Travers.} You will remember that in giving 
evidence before the Committee some time ago on the pro- 
posed railway from Picton Lakes to Yerranderie you 


referred to the review which had been made just previously , 


by the Chief Commissioner in connection with the growth 
of unprofitable lines in the State, and the effect that that 
growth was haying. You said :— 


I would like to quote some interesting figures. The Chief Com- 
missioner in reviewing the matter has been looking at the growth 
of our capital and comparing it with the growth of our business to 
see if the expenditure of that increased capital has resulted in the 
increased production that was anticipated when the works were 
carried out. The result is somewhat startling. Going back to 1914 
and coming to the year 1920, a period of six years, the figures are 
_as follows :—The capital cost has increased 29°4 per cent. ; our track 
mileage has increased 30°2 per cent. ; our goods carried in tons, and 
that represents the production of the State, have increased °36 ; our 
country passengers have increased 16:2. Those are rather serious 
figures. We increase our capital cost by 29 per cent. and we 
increase the quantity of goods we are carrying by only ‘36 per cent. 
and our coaching business increases only 16 per cent. That sort of 
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Witness—C, A. Hodgson, 12 December, 1922, 


thing can only have one result. The figure concerned is £18,000,000. 
The expenditure of £18,000,000 has brought about an increase of 
47,6837 tons of goods carried over the railways. The object cf 
spending that money was to increase the productiveness of the 
State, and as far as we can see it does not seem to have done that. 
Anyhow, we are not carrying the extra products. 

58. Are the figures since 1920 more encouraging !— Very 
little ; there has been a slight recovery in the tonnage. 
In 1920 the capital cost was increased by 29 per cent., 
whereas the quantity of goods carried was increased by 
only 36 per cent. To-day the increase in the capital cost 
is 89 per cent., and the increase in the tonnage carried 
9 per cent. I might point out that 1920 was a particularly 
bad year for tonnage. Although we have had a recovery 
since then our position is as I have stated, and unless some 
means can be devised so that the land which is made avail- 
able as the result of the construction of new lines will be 
put to its proper use it would be well to hasten slowly. 

59. Your point is that production is not keeping pace 
with expenditure ?—That is my point. 

60. In other words, the non-paying lines are using up all 
the money you can get out of the paying lines 1—No; I 
am not dealing with that aspect of the question; I am 
dealing with quite another thing Iam not dealing with 
working expenses at all. 

61. Avr, Cameron.) Settlement has not followed the lines 
to the extent that was anticipated!—Settlement is not 
increasing as it should with the opening up of new lines, 

62, Chairman. } If the proposed line from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap is constructed, you agree with the suggestion 
that it should not be built beyond a distance of 33 miles 1— 
A length of 40 miles would, I think, meet the requirements 
of settlement for years to come. 

63, The line you favour would terminate about Naradhan ¢ 
—Yes. 

64. What is the character of the country between 
Naradhan and Monia Gap ?—Beyond Naradhan the country 
becomes hilly, and is mainly of a pastoral character. ; 

65, So no injustice would be done the district if the line 
stopped at the 40 mile limit?—I do not think so. The 
terminal point which I have suggested would be parallel 
and in direct line with the existing terminuses at Rankin’s 
Springs and Lake Cargelligo, so that that part of the 
country would be well served with railways. 

66. An alternative suggestion has been made by local 
people, and it has been supported by others, that a line 
from Wyalong towards Naradhan or Monia Gap would be 
preferable to a line from Ungarie towards either of those 
places {—It would be considerably longer and considerably 
closer to the existing line. I do not think you could split up 
that section of country much better than by the proposal 
marked on the wall map. It certainly would not split it 
up better than to bring the line down to Wyalong, because 
you would be getting much too far south. 

67. Mfr. Travers.| The proposal before the Committee is 
for a line 58 miles in length. Would the return from a 
line of that length be as good as from a line 40 miles long ? 
—No, nothing like it, because when you get to the hilly 
country the line would be moze expensive to construct and 
the traffic would not compensate for the expenditure. 

68. Asa financial proposition a line righb through to 
Monia Gap would not be as good as the 40-mile longth 
which you suggest ?—No, 
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MONDAY, 15 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present:-— 
Tur Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Ciarrmay). 


The Hon. Jomn Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Maroxy. 
Francis Micnarn Burke, Esa, 


WituiaM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian James Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonpn, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a Railwa extension from Ungarie 
: 8 J 8 
to Monia Gap. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, Department of Railways, recalled and 
further examined :— 


69. Chairman.] Have you details of the cost of the proposed railway % 


Yes, as follow :— 


NEW SQUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.—CONSTRUCTION BRANCH. 
Uncarie to Monta Gap Rartway (TRIAL SURVEY). 
Sratemnyr showing Estimated Cost of a Single Line of Railway with 60 Ib. rails; earth ballast ; length of line, 58 miles 70 chains; 


raling grade, 1 in 110 with load, 1 in 110 against load ; 


minimum curve, 20 chains radius. 


Description of Work, Estimated cost. Summary. Re a 

; © ss kd: £ 13.540 £ 
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83,193 0 MO ul. soicc.Aeteniteener 1,414 
Plates 7H g oc vce. nlesecsins so sevgecgns noes nel jen wea wed etate'vaeias'saetnais wane abt wale parva tals cetese creat neta cares iaiearsinn a 12,3200 260) eee eeeeie 209 
Ballasting.......02.c0cessseceereerens cyte AR Gy ante Ena Aan ee Dc tintrn Meier ® Ake Le 8 eee ef RTE. 133445 50 0.) cases. eeeeeeee 229 

Sleepers ....cscvecccses seeceeesssagees ss anesesveesneeenees eeseevaese sesagdevseransar entree sseronracsessriecgeseeeasee: 495043 4590 || “ssccomee eee 88 
214,942 5 0] 3,654 
Station works, including sidings ........cccsceecessesccesneeescnneaueeseeeesecencesevesursnssesoeeeeerscersene:| sea ceceeerereesens 26,935 0 0 458 
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Total—£338,370. Cost per mile, £5,752. 


70. Judging by the estimated cost of the construction 
of a line 40 miles in length, £184,000; and the estimated 
cost of the construction of the full length of 58 miles, 70 
chains, the last 18 miles of.Jine is more expensive, from a 
railway construction standpoint, than the first 40 miles ?— 
No. It will be remembered when I gave evidence upon 


the last ccasion, I stated the method adopted was like 
guessing at the cost, and I took this line as being similar to 
that betwecn Griffith and Hillston, and gave an estimate 
of £4,60C per mile. That was wrong. The line more 
approaches the Barmedman to Rankin’s Springs line, It 
shows how misleading it is to make an estimate in that way. 
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Witnesses—W. Hutchinson, 15 January, and D. N. Johns, 2 February, 1923. 
71. Have you made an estimate of the cost of the construction of the 40 miles length also ?—Yes, it is as follows —— 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.—CONSTRUCTION BRANCH. 


UnGarig to Monta Gap Rartway, Secrion I (Tran Survey), 


STATEMENT showing estimated cost of a Single Line of Railway with 60-lb. rails; earth bailasted ; length of line, 37 miles ; ruling grade 
] in 110 with load, 1 in 110 against load ; minimum curve, 42 chains radius, ; 


Description of Work, Estimated cost. Summary. Fever, 
Lee Ga Gs Lae taod: £ 
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Total, £206,806. 


Cost per mile, £5,589, 


72. Would you say that that estimate was made out as the result of further knowledge of the character of the 


country !—It was made out from actual quantities, surveys, and sections. 


75. The estimates now submitted are the correct estimates ?-— Yes. 


FRIDAY, 2 FEBRUARY, 1923. 


Present:— 
THe Hoy. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cmatrmay). 


The Hon, Jonny Travers. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burkes, Esq. 


WitttAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMEs Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Ungarie to Monia Gap. 


Digby Noy Johns, grazier, Ungarie, sworn, and 
examined :— 


69. Chairmamn.] Are you prepared to make a statement 
as to your views of this proposal, or any other alternative 
proposal ’—Yes. 


In the first place I should like to tell the Committee of the 
‘land I own. It may be suggested that the recommendations 
I make are based upon considerations of my own land, so I 
should like you to know exactly what I own, so that you 
. may take that into consideration. At Ungarie I own, to the 
north of the railway station and practically adjoining the 
‘station, 1,000 acres, which I intend to keep as a permanent 


from Wyalong, in my opinion the best is between Yalgogrin 
and Naradhan, The next best is along the Ungarie-Lake 
Cargellico line, and the next along the line from Barmedman 
to Rankin’s Springs. Along the Lake Cargellico line are a 
couple of properties which are not such good wheat proper- 
ties, so that rather knocks that out. There is a lot of bad 
mallee land along the line from Barmedman to Rankin’s 
Springs, 

The area of farm I would suggest along there might be 
taken as from 800 to 1,000 acres. I think that 660 or 700 
acres is a little on the small side. If it averages from 800 
to 900 acres it is quite large enough. The country is not 
good pastoral country, except during the months of August, 
September, and October. The rest of the year it is very in- 


residence. The remainder of the property I had around different. On the other band it is a real good wheat dis- 
Ungarie, about 16,000 acres, I have sold, with the exception trict. Acre for acre it is not so good as Berrigan, but the 


of 3,000 acres. It has been sold in farms of 800 acres. In 
some cases men have taken two farms, but the average area 
is 800 acres, There are still four farms unsold, their total 
area being about 3,000 acres. Further out, at Naradhan, I 
have 5,000 acres, which will be substantially equally well 
Served by a railway from Wyalong or a line from Ungarie. 
Wither route would go past that property. The only other 
property I have remaining is 1,600 acres to the westward of 
the town of Yalgogrin, about 74 miles from the Barmedman- 
Rankin’s Springs route, and about 4 or 44 miles from the 
Wyalong to Naradhan route, 

I have lived at Ungarie off and on since 1893, and my 
brother, who was my partner until he retired, ‘ad been there 
since 1887. The 3,000 acres still unsold I am offering for 
sale; in fact I am offering all the unsold land, except the 
1,000 acres at Ungarie. In regard to the country lying west 


price of Berrigan land is up to £7 and £8, whereas the price 
of this land is just half of that, so that a man could get a 
holding of from 800 to 900 acres as cheaply as he could buy 
400 acres at Berrigan, and do very much better on it in con- 
sequence. Leaving out of account wasters and farming ad- 
venturers, who start without any capital—and I may say 
that you cannot start farming without very substantial 
capital, because in nine cases out of ten it means disaster— 
a man starting with a good farming plant to put in 250 aeres, 
year after year, will ultimately get a yield of from 16 to 18 
bushels per acre, on the average. He would get that after 
the land improved, at the expiration of three or four seasons. 
That yield may seem high, but I do not fear that it will be 
found too high, after, at any rate, five or six years from 
now. At the present time I should think the average yield 
of non-fallowed land is about 10 bushels to the acre, and of 
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Witness—D N. Johns, 2 February, 1923. 


fallowed land about 15 bushels—that is, taking the district 
all over. You will find many farms which, in a bad season 
like the present, will yield 15 bushels, and in good seasons 
will yield from 25 to 80 bushels. 

In that district, aS in every other district, there are a 
large number ot very bad farmers, who pull down the aver- 
age, but they are not wheat-growers. I do not think I could 
give them a better name than farming adventurers. They 
do not have a proper plant, and with the machinery they 
use they in many cases leave from 25 per cent. to 30 per 
cent. of the grain in the field. If the duty could be taken 
off harvesters there would be a very substantial increase in 
our wheat yield. The price of, £213 for headers is the cruel- 
lest blow which wheat-farming in this country could have. 
Any man who has practical knowledge of the subject will 
tell you that 20 per cent. is a low estimate of the amount of 
grain left in the field by men who start farming without a 
proper plant. Men are put on to closer settlement blocks 
without proper capital, and they do not thrive half so well 
as if they had remained at share-farming for some years 
longer, or if they were allowed to go on the land after the 
payment of a nominal deposit, and to keep their capital in- 
tact to go on with. When their children are young, and 
they are starting their farm, they have the same outgoings 
to meet as they have fifteen years later, when the children 
are all working. ‘They are working with bad plant on new 
ground, and there is always a substantial improvement as 
the ground is put under wheat again and again. 

A farm of 800 acres lends itself to be worked in this way: 
200 acres will be the horse paddock. A man requires eight 
horses and a couple of brood mares. There will thus be two 
2-year-olds, two yearlings, and a couple of foals. He will 
want a light horse or two, then he will want three cows, one 
heifer, and a couple of calves. Perhaps he will want from 
fifty to 100 sheep, to keep his fallow clean. Of these he takes 
a dozen or so into his horse paddock every now and then, to 
be ready for killing. The horse paddock thus has to carry 
fifteen horses and their offspring, seven or eight cows and 
heifers, or calves, and a dozen of the primest sheep out of 
the small lot he keeps. Of the remaining 600 acres he fal- 
lows 300, and he puts wheat in the other 300. Of the latter 
he will keep 15 or 20 acres for hay, so that his return of 
grain should be the yield of 280 acres, at, we will say, 15 
bushels, which a good farmer will average. That is his 
annual return. Against that a man who is an established 
farmer has a plant worth £750, and there are yearly out- 
going expenses which will come to another £300. You may 
take the interest and depreciation on plant at 20 per cent. 
A man who has a fairly good farm and who is a good farmer 
thus gets ahead wonderfully fast. Occasionally we get 
droughts, of course, in regard to wheat, and frequently in 
regard to grass, but well-tilled ground seldom has a drought. 
One of my men, named Wardle, this year has between four 
and five bags of wheat to the acre, whereas lots of other 
men all around him have only two bags. Taking a series of 
years the difference between the returns from fallowed and 
non-fallowed land is as two is to three. One hundred acres 
of fallowed land will yield as much as 152 acres of non- 
fallowed land. In spite of that, you cannot yet get the 
men to fallow consistently. They always keep dropping out 
of it. A good deal of it is laziness. The cost of putting it 
in is less in the proportion of three to two; the seed you 
use is less, and the manure is less, and the interest on the 
capital invested in the land is less. From laziness they 
will not do it, but they are gradually coming to do it now. 
It is the aim of our Department of Agriculture to get them 
to fallow. In South Australia they only learnt to fallow 
because they got stinkwort weed there, with the result that 
they were compelled to plough their fields for wheat again 
and again. It taught them to fallow, so that fallowing be- 
came general all over South Australia. But here the 
gainbling spirit is awfully strong, and it is encouraged by the 
Closer Settlement Act, which gives farms to men who, with- 
out any capital, go simply on speculation. Most of them 
suffer frightfully for it, and they do an awful perish: for 
several years. About a third of them give in, and they and 
their families drift back to the towns, and they remember 
the land with horror. They remain glued to the towns for 
the next two generations. The gambling spirit which is 
imbued in the wheat-grower in this district will only disap- 
pear as the result of the steady progress of men who farm 
well and fallow, and the gradual disappearance of the specu- 
lators. The test of that district is that it fallows very well. 
It is very friable soil, so it particularly lends itself to fal- 
lowing, The average rainfall on all three routes is substan- 
tially the same. It is not more than half an inch difference, 
and the difference tends to become greater as you go further 
south. We have records at Wollongough extending over 
forty-two years which show an annual rainfall of 17:10 
inches and a rainfall of 10°49 inches for the seven growing 
months. The Commonwealth Bureau average for the seven 
growing months is half an inch more (10-68), but their 
range of seasons is only for twenty years, and I think about 
203 inches is correct. 


Then with regard to the produce you will get along that 
line, if it is constructed. JI am dealing with the whole tract 
at the present time, but will deal with the exact route later. 
There will be a very large output of wheat, because the 
whole of that area lends itself to farms of 800 to 1,000 acres. 
I estimate, with the aid of my brother, who has known the 
district also for over thirty years, that 80 per cent. of this 
country along either of these lines is box and pine un- 
dulating country, with a red loam soil; about 8 per cent. of 
it is mallee, half of which is good agricultural land, while 
half of it would be ridgy, and about 7 per cent. of it is open 
Doree country. The open boree land, or gilgai, or coolamons, 
or crab hole country, such as the country around Barellan, 
which is substantially identical with the country around 
Ungarie and Naradhan, is from 10s. to 15s. per acre dearer 
than the box and pine country. It is found.that it is more 
easily worked, after two or three years, in dry weather. A 
man at Barellan who was on our place at Wollongough, but 
is now farming in that district, told me in conversation the 
other day that there is no question about this. 1 asked a 
lot of people their opinions as to the comparative value of 
the boree country for wheat-growing with the box and pine 
country, and every one of them said that the boree country 
was worth from 10s. to 15s. more, with the exception of one, 
who said that he did not think there was very much dif- 
ference. The man who had been farming at Wollongough told 
me that about half of his country was gilgai and the other 
half was box and pine, and there was no question that the 
open plain land was better country, and more easily worked, 
and therefore more valuable than the box and pine country. 
At Ganmain, Coolamon, and Matong nearly all is gilgai 
country which has been ploughed out by cultivation, and you 
cannot see it, except in the reserves. In some of the country 
the mallee is mixed with the boree. I haye carefully gone 
through these figures with my brother, and it is our joint 
opinion that practically 95 per cent. of the district is arable. 

I might mention the plant that a man requires for wheat- 
farming, and the prices of the plant, when new. He will 
want a four-furrow steam jump plough, which will cost £68. 
He will want a 12-foot seed and manure drill, costing £93; 
a 12-foot spring tooth harrow, which will cost £50; and a 
16-foot Tine harrow, costing £14; six draught horses will 
cost him £20 each, or £120; harness will cost £50; a 3-ton 
lorry, £79; and an 8-foot header, about £213. The average 
railage on these implements, taking a charge midway be- 
tween Albury and Sydney, would be about £35. Then he 
will require a light horse and a saddle, a sulky, and light 
harness, costing him about £80, buying them new, or almost 
new. By buying them second hand he can make a slight 
reduction on some of them, but there are some that he dare 
not buy second hand. He must have a new seed and 
manure drill, and a new 8-foot header. He can haye a 
second-hand plough, and spring-tooth harrow and Tine har- 
row, and a second-hand lorry, because there is nothing 
fatal about them if they go wrong, but it is fatal to have 
a bad seed drill, and sudden death to have a bad header, 
because then you leave the crop in the field. ‘Nhat comes 
to £700. In addition to these, a man requires seed and 
manure for 100 acres, and that represents another £80 or 
£90. He requires some 9 or 10 tons of chaff, which will 
cost from £20 to £30, and his living expenses for twelve 
months you may put down at £120, if he has a family. So 
that his first year’s outlay, not allowing for a cottage at 
all, comes to £999. Of course a man can do with less, but 
it only means that he owes it to somebody else, and that if 
his first season goes wrong he is in queer street. Where a 
man is in his own district, and his character is well known, 
he may get credit and be able to carry on, but that means 
he is working on somebody else’s capital. I admit that 
there are men who have started with very little, but usually 
they have had strong friends behind them in the shape of 
the storekeeper, or the owner of the land, and they have 
got machinery on credit, but still the amount of money 
which I have referred to is involved. If things go wrong 
they go broke, and that is the sort of thing that is sending 
the people off the land. Not only do they start with too 
little money, but the Government takes from them an out- 
rageously large deposit, in comparison with their capital. -If 
tlhtey are putting a man on the land who has £300, then 
the Government takes from them £150 of it. You would 
scarcely credit that that would be done, but it is the law 
of the land. On a £3,000 farm the State charges £196 a 
year, and how is a man to go on for five or six years with- 
out any cash in his pocket, without fencing or tanks, and 
make a living, besides paying £196 a year to the State? 
It cannot be done, and that is what-is sending the men off 
the land at the present time. Ignorant men are tempted 
to take up farms without having the least conception of 
the millstone of liability which they are taking on. They 
have to pay £196 a year, then they have to pay for fencing, 
cropping, food, and for a house and tank, and all the rest 
of it. So they do a fearful perish for three or four years. 
One consequence to the State is that there is a loss of children, 
because of mortality and prevention. <As long as this high 


deposit is taken from men with very small capital their 
difficulties are accentuated. It would be very much better 
not to give farms to any man who has not at least £1,000. 
That may seem to be very Tory-like in sentiment, but that 
is one cure. The other is that if you are going to put 
men on the land who have small capital you should do as 
Lord Miller did, take only 1 per cent. as the deposit, be- 
cause it is better for the money to be in the hands of 
these men than in the Treasury. 

70. Chairman.] Assuming that something like that was 
done, which of the routes proposed would you prefer. I 
understand that you favour an alternative route to that 
from Ungarie to Monia Gap?—Yes. Of course the Crown 
lands along there would be given out under Beeby’s Act, 
which is the best Act on the statute-book, and under which 
a man is his own landlord for the first five years. If he 
puts the rent on the land in improvements he does not pay 
anything for the first five years. That is an admirable 
Act for opening up Crown lands. What I have said refers 
to repurchased estates. 

71. What you say is highly interesting, but that would 
apply to every railway. It is hardly what we want in this 
inquiry. I understand you have an alternative proposal 
to place before the Committee?—Yes. I think that be- 
fore the question is decided as to which of these routes 
should be taken, the Committee should make up their 
minds as to whether it is a certainty that at some future 
time a line will be built from Narrandera ope) Ungarie 
to Yarrabandai or Bogan Gate. 

72. Whose proposal is that?—It is a Peel proposal, 
which has been talked of for years. It has been suggested 
that the line should be taken to Condobolin, but the 
general view is that Yarrabandai would be better. The 
natural stream of traffic is towards the coast. The first 
object, treating the line as a stock line, is that it picks up 
the southern Riverina traffic in bad seasons, and so on, at 
Narrandera; then it crosses the whole gridiron of lines 
which extend east and west. Then it goes on and con- 
nects with the north-western plains, and with Queensland. 
It also gives much better access to Yanco. If the Com- 
mittee take the view that that line may be looked upon as 
a future certainty in, say, five or ten years, then I sug- 
gest that the line from Ungarie, instead.of heading due 
west, should go down the first section (so that the work 
will not be wasted), towards Narrandera, and that would 
enable the line to Naradhan and ‘Monia Gap to divide 
the country very much better. 

73. How far down would that be?—8 or 10 miles. 

74. In preparation for that line, you think that the route 
should go south of Ungarie, and a little north of west to 
Naradhan ?—Yea. 

75. What merits would that line have, apart from being 
portion of a future cross-country line?—It divides the 
country very much better, and it serves more country. If 
you decided not to build a line from Wyalong it will serve 
the land further south. I recommend the Wyalong line 
rather than the Ungarie line. J think it is to the farmers’ 
advantage to have a town like Wyalong for a base. It isa 
large town now, and it is very advantageous for small 
farmers to have a good country town to deal with for their 
machinery, &e. Another reason is that the country due 
south from Ungarie and due west from Wyalong, such as 
the parishes of Bolagamy and Mildal, will be served. 

76. The Wyalong line would tap that country, which 
you think is the object of a line in that distriet?—I think 
the main advantage of a line from Wyalong as against 
the line from Ungarie is that it serves this excellent 
country, of which an immense amount is at the present 
time not within proper carrying distance. 

77. How much longer would the Wyalong route be to 
Naradhan than the Ungarie route?—It is longer, but I 
forget, the number of miles. I think it would be some- 
where about 17 to 20. 

78. The proposal before us is for a line 58 miles in 
length, right to Monia Gap, or 40 miles from Ungarie to 
Naradhan. Is there any other reasons for your preference 
to the Wyalong connection?—No, I think those are the 
only two, the fact that it connects with a town and serves 
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country which should have a better service. That is why 
I recommend that if the line goes from Ungarie you should 
consider whether it should not be a section of a future 
line. 

79. Taking the country to be served generally by either 
of these proposals, do you regard that district as one ofier- 
ing good prospects of considerable agricultural develop- 
ment ?—Taking it under Beeby’s Homestead Farms Act, 
yes. I think that the farms would do very well in five 
or six years’ time. They would have 300 acres under 
crop out of 800 or 1,000 acres, and the actual income they 
will have would be the average yield off 280 acres. Twenty 
acres would be kept for hay. You must work that out in 
regard to the price of wheat, but I do not think we shall 
see wheat below 4s. 6d. a bushel for many years to come, 
because the trouble in Eastern Europe is so great. 


80. You regard 800 to 1,000 acres as being a good farm 
proposition ’—Yes; 1,000 acres would be on the large side. 
I think that a man auld do better if it were put out of 
his power to deal with sheep. The men I have known 
who have been solely wheat-growers are far better off than 
the men who have dealt in sheep. 

81. What is the average price of fairly improved land in 
the district?—The average of what I have sold myself is 
£4 2s. 6d. an acre. Getting further away, of course, it is 
less, because the country is not so well improved. My own 
farms had been improved for the last ten or twelve years. 
The timber is thoroughly deadened, and the soil sweetened, 
and you thus get quicker production. The country itself, 
however, is fairly uniform. The nature of the land is 
almost identical, the only difference being the length of 
time that the timber has been dead and the distance 
from the railway. Of course you cannot sell farming land 
more than 10 miles from a line, and it is better not to try, 
because men do not do well more than 10 miles away. As 
a rule small farmers have only one team, and if they have 
a heavy crop they are carting during January, February, 
and March. Not only are the horses knocked out, but the 
men are knocked out, too, and the consequence is that 
they are compelled to neglect the ground when they should 
be fallowing, and they get the next crop in late. They 
get a good crop one year and a bad one the next. Vic- 
torians coming up there will not look at land which is 
more than 7 or 8 miles from a railway line, and for grow- 
ing chaff, which is a light and bulky load, they will not 
buy land more than 5 miles from a line. 


82. The reference to this Committee is for a line from 
Ungarie to Monia Gap. The Railway Commissioners 
think that the district will be fairly well served, however, 
if the line stops at Naradhan. 

83. I have suggested that it should stop at Naradhan. 
That would give time to decide whether it should be 
extended to Merrimerrigal or Monia Gap. If the en- 
gineers can extend the line from Rankin’s Springs without 
undue expense, then I take it that it would be extended 
from Rankin’s to Monia Gap. If so, it would be better 
to extend it from Naradhan to Merrimerrigal. I think the 
suggestion to stop the line at Naradhan for the present, 
until you decide what to do about the termination of the 


- Rankin’s Springs line, is a wise one. 


84. Mr. Travers.| The line you suggest from Wyalong 
to Naradhan would be running parallel with the line now 
under construction from Bermedman to Rankin’s Springs? 
—Pretty well. 

85. What would be the difference between these two 
lines?—About 16 miles, at the widest point, that is, at 
Naradhan, and it would be about 12 miles at 20 miles 
from Wyalong to the nearest point on the Barmedman 
line. 

86. That is to say, it would be about 12 miles at 20 miles 
from the Wyalong end, and 16 at the Naradhan end?— 
Yes. 

87. Do you consider the line from Wyalong to Narad- 
han would be overlapping some country that it is intended 
to serve by the Barmedman-Rankin’s Springs line !—For 
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the first few miles it would, but taking into consideration 
the dividing range I think you might say that Wyalong 
is the sole point of service to all that country. 

88. What is a fair average distance in this country for 
a farmer to take his wheat to the railway?—By road, 10 
miles. That is the maximum. You will not get Vic 
torians to tackle it even at that. 

89. You know the country within the influence of the 
Wyalong-Cargellico line ?—Yes, 

90. Would you compare the country between Wyalong 
and Naradhan or Ungarie and Naradhan with that 
country ?—Starting 8 miles south of Ungarie, the country 
is fairly uniform. From there to Wyalong it is very 
similar country. J think it is better than the country 
between Wyalong and Cargellico, because there is part of 
that country, such as Forest Vale, for instance, which 1s 
not suitable for wheat land. 

91. Is agricultural edevelopment going to be ag ex- 
peditious in that country as within the influence of the 
Wyalong-Cargellico line?—I think it is developing as fast 
£3 we expected. Large numbers of men going there have 
been on scrub leases. Development then is very slow. 
They meet with occasional drought, and these men usually 
work on little or no capital. They have the scrub country 
and rabbits to contend with, and the tanks are widely 
separated, so that when the country is cut up into 800- 
acre farms most of them have no tanks. The timber has 
to be killed, and that makes developing the scrub country 
a very slow task. Take it on the whole, I think the work 
done out there has been extraordinarily good. When a 
man clears 200 acres he generally has to crop it for all he 
is worth, but when he increases his area to 490 acres, then 
he is able to fallow. 

92. Generally speaking, what is the policy in the country 
from Wyalong to Cargellico in regard to the average size 
of a farm?—From 8060 to 1,000 acres. There was a ten- 
dency to make them larger, but that has died out. Men 
with 800 acres have done best, because they concentrate 
their attention upon the one thing. 

93. Generally, then, you would expect as good results 
from a line built from Wyalong to Naradhan, or Ungarie 
to Naradhan, as from the line from Wyalong to Cargel- 
lico¢—Yes, and you will get it more quickly. I think it 
is slightly better country, and it is more improved. The 
timber is much better killed, which means that a man can 
make a quicker start. : 

94. Mr. Drummend.| What is your experience in regard 
to rainfall. Have the last ten years been better than the 
average of the previous ten years?—No, we have had two 
bad times in the last ten years; 1912 was bad, 1914-15 was 
very severe, and 1918-19 was very bad indeed, but in those 
years men who really fallowed well got crops. They did 
as they do in South Australia, harrowed the land a number 
of times in the season. The ordinary N.S.W. farmer does 
not do that. In South Australia they got the stinkwort, 
and they had to harrow eight or nine times to get it out, 
but they found that the extra harrowing of the ground 
made their fortunes. In the last ten years we have had 
two really bad seasons; whereas in the previous ten years 
they only had one, which was 1902-3. But, although the 
years 1918-19 were worse than 1902-3, we were better off 
on account of improved railway facilities for removing 
stock and better reserves of forage. 


95. So that the evidence of progress there at present i8 
not due to specially good seasons, but is an average upon 
which this Committee can base ite caleulations?—J think 
so. As regards progress, most of the settlers came along to 
Ungarie before the great drought of 1913 began. They 
had to face that drought, and it gave them a thorough 
shaking. I de not think it is likely they will have any 
worse conditions. 


96. What is your experience in regard to the land 
further west ’—Would you say that the area at Monia Gap 
would have a lees favourable chance than the land at, 
say, Wyalong#—About Rankin’s Springs and Monia Gap 
there is probably a slightly better rainfall than at Wya- 
long. There will be a certain amount of waste land about 
Monia Gap, but not very much. My idea in suggesting 
that the terminus should remain at Naradhan is to give 
time to consider whether the Rankin’s Springs line should 
be extended. The country between Naradhan and Monia 
Gap is splendid country. 


97. If 800 aeres is suitable at Wiyalong or further east, 
would you want a larger area at Monia Gap?—Net 
materially. J think it probably would be found that you 
get better wheat yields west of Wyalong than at Wyalong. 
I think that the country around Yalgogrin, Bole and 
Mildil is better land. 


93. Do they conserve water in dams or in tanks mostly? 
—The main stores of water are in tanks all through until 
you get west of Rankin’s Springs. 


99. Do they get water by boring ?—They get saline water. 


100. Mr. Doe.| What would you say is the value of 
unimproved land there?—There is no country out there in 
its natural state. Ringbarking began in 1879, and once 
you put the axe into the country and interfere with the 
balance of Nature you must keep at it incessantly, or it 
will go back very fast. 


101. There is a good deal of Bimbi land thee is there 
not#—Yes. 


102, That is fairly good wheat land?—Yes. 


103. Have you any experience there of continuous crop- 
ping ‘Yes, and with extraordinarily good results. A man 
named Scott searifies his land and replants as soon as the 
crop is off, and his returns are most interesting. I think 
they prove that, provided you continue your cultivation 
before the land gets burnt and dry from -exposure, you get 
results almost as good as by fallowing, and you are only 
working on half the area. 

104, Irom the holding point of view, what is the general 
experience of that country ?—It will hold water from 4 feet 
down, and the Boree country will hold up to within a foot 
from the top. The Bimbi country for the first three or 
four years will not hold to about 4 feet deep, but after 
that, if you put cattle on it, it will hold all right. 

105. Have you many South Australian and Victorian 
Mallee farmers in your district?—Yes, and they are the 
most successful men. 


106. They practise dry methods thoroughly ?—Yes, but 
they are beginning to go back in their methods of cultiva- 


tion. They are not working their farms as well as they 
did. They are beginning to put in crops without fallow- 


ing, I am sorry to say, but I think the present season has 
taught them a lesson, 
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TUESDAY, 6 FEBRUAR Yr. 1923. 
(The Committee met in the Publie Hall, Ungarie.) 


Present: 
THe Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (CHammay). 


The IIon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micoagt Burke, Ese. 


| 


Wittisam CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMrs Dor, Ese. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Ese. 


Tbe Commitlee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie 
to Monia Gap. 


Valentine Becker, farmer, Ungarie, sworn and 
examined :— 


107. Mr. Burke.] Will you make a general statement 
of your views regarding the proposed railway?’—Yes. 1 
have been here since 1917, having come from Victoria. 
I own a block of land at South Ungarie, adjoining the 
township. About 11,000 acres has been cut up. On that 
estate there are fifteen farms, ranging from 600 to 1,200 
acres. Of that 11,000 acres I should say 9,000 acres are 
under cultivation. Practically all the farms are cleared. 
During the last two seasons about 25,000 bags of wheat 
have been taken off that area. The last year has been 
very dry, and we have not had good results. Flag smut 
appeared in the Federation and Canberra wheats, which 
caused the poor return this year. 

108. Are you acquainted with the proposed route to 
Monia Gap?—I have been as far as Naradhan on two 
occasions. That land is better for wheat, and I say that 
having come from the Wimmera district, Victoria. I 
consider that the wheat lands in this district are equal 
to the Wimmera land, and I had fifteen years’ experience 
of the mallee country in Victoria. 

109. Is much land under cultivation along the route of 
the proposed railway ?—There is a good deal for 15 miles 
out along the route. 

110. Is there much pastoral land out there?—It is 
mostly wheat land. J consider that none of the land in 
this district is really pastoral land. It is wheat country. 

111. It is proposed to terminate the line at Naradhan 
instead of at Monia Gap. What is your opinion regarding 
that ?—I think the railway should go to Monia Gap, as it 
would pass through good wheat country. 

112. Is there hilly land at the Gap?—On this side it is 
hilly. 

113. If the proposed railway, on which there ig an esti- 
mated annual loss of £8,300, were constructed, do you 
think it would stimulate cultivation in the districts 
through which it passed, and become a paying line?— 
Yes, 1 do. There are large areas of good wheat land be- 
tween Ungarie and Monia Gap, which are now too far 
from the railway to make wheat growing profitable. It 
does not pay to cart wheat more than 12 or 15 miles to 
the line. 

114. What area have you under cultivation ?2—500 acres. 
All my land except 100 acres is under wheat. I can do 
four trips a day to-the railway station. 

115. Do you fallow your land?—I did the first year I 
came here in 1916. I had 100 acres cleared, and reaped 
a little over 11 bags to the acre. Since then we have had 
to go out into new country which cost 10s. an acre to 
clear, There has been no room for fallow. The remedy 
is to sow oats and get rid of the flag smut. 

116. What would be a living area in this district if the 
railway were constructed?—From 800 to 1,000 acres. On 
good grazing country I would say 1,500 acres. 

117. What is the average rainfall in the district?— 
About 16% or 17 inches since I have been here. T think 
we could grow wheat successfully with 8 inches of rain 
from Wyalong to Ungarie and 20 miles further out. 

118. Do you consider that the route of the line ag pro- 
posed is the most suitable one to serve this district ?—Yes 
I think it would serve the country well. ; 


119. What is a fair distance to cart wheat to the railway t 
—Not more than 12 miles. You can then go in and out 
in a day. 

120. Mr. Travers.| Does the farmer cart his own wheat 
in this district?—-In numbers of cases they engage teams, 
but in most cases they cart their own wheat. 

121. What is the rate for carting?—It ranges from 1s. 
to 1s. 2d. per ton per mile. 

122. How would you describe the country for 10 miles 
on each side of the proposed line as far as Naradhan?—As 
agricultural, 

123. What percentage of that land is suitable for agri- 
culture ?—Fully 80 per cent. 

124. Should a man with 1,000 acres of wheat land in 
this district go in for fallow?—Yes. He should fallow 
20) acres out of that area. 

125. Do oats thrive well in the district ?—Yes, in most 
years. This year oats went about five bags to the acre, 
and I consider that eight or ten bags is a good yield. 

126. How far west of Ungarie is wheat being grown ?— 
As far as Lake Cudgellico. 

127. What induced you to eome here from the Wimmera 
district?—Land there is bringing from £18 to £20 per 
acre, and land just as good as that can be obtained here 
for £3 to £4 10s. per acre. The trouble is that on this 
new country you have to go in for dry farming. You 
have to work the land half a dozen times when it is damp 
to get it consolidated, and then you will get good returns. 
Kiven in the drought year we grew 200 bags of wheat. 

128. Are there many Victorian farmers in the district? 
—Yes, and there are also a number of South Australians. 

129. Mr. Mahony.| Are there any large holdings along 
the route of the proposed railway ?—They are mostly large 
holdings. 

130. Is the land alienated?’—Yes. They are too far from 
the railway, and the holders are mostly raising sheep. 

131. Are not certain engineering difficulties to be en- 
countered in taking the line to Monia Gap?—TI believe 
they are not very great. 

132. What was the 6ize of the holdings in the Wimmera 
district ?—640 acres, which was considered a living area. 

133. You have expressed the opinion that land in this 
district is equal for wheat-growing to the Wimmera land. 
If that is so, would not a similar area in the Ungarie- 
Naradhan district be sufficient for wheat-farming ?—Yes, 
it would give a family a living after about six years, but 
the stumbling block occurs during the first five or six 
years while you are breaking up the soil. A farmer could 
not make a living on 640 acres in the Wimmera district 
in the early days. The soil there has been improved. 

134. Do you consider that wheat-farmers in this district 
are producing a fair quantity of wheat as compared with 
wheat-farmers in other districts in this State?—Yes. 

135. Is the country from Ungarie towards Monia Gap 
heavily timbered?—Some portions are. In some places 
it would cost 10s. per aere to clear the land, while in other 
localities it might cost £1 per acre. 


136. Is there any timber in the district suitable for rail- 
way sleepers ’—There is box. 

137. Mr. Cameron.| I understand that, in your opinion, 
from 600 to 1,200 acres is sufficient for a living area in 
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the district affected by the proposed railway, if the line 
is constructed. Why the discrepancy?—Because of the 
varie.y of country. 

138. I presume there is share-farming in the district? 
—Yes, any amount of it. The share-farmers seem to do 
all right out of it. 

139. Under what conditions are they share-farming ?— 
I believe the farmer supplies the wheat and the manure, 
and takes half the return, 

140. Does share-farming make stable settlement ?—No, 
because the share-farmers are a floating population. They 
do not make permanent homes, unless, of course, you bind 
them to it. 

141. If the large estates in the district were made avail- 
able for settlement would the share-farmers be applicants 
for the land?—Yes. There would be hundreds of them. 
If he had an opportunity to ultimately own the land he 
farmed it would make for stable settlement. I believe 
that could be done. 

142. Do you believe that wheat cannot be profitably 
carted 12 miles or 15 miles to the railway ?—Yes; unless, 
of course, you got seven or eight bags to the acre, when it 
might pay you. 

143. Would not the land be cheaper beyond that radius? 
—It should be, but it does not pay you to cart long dis- 
tances to the railway. 

144. What is the freight per bushel from Ungarie to 
Sydney ?—About 6d. 

145. Have any of the large estates in the district been 
subdivided and sold?—Some of them have. North Un- 
garie (about 5,000 acres) was sold to a Wimmera man 
about two years ago. 

146. What is the average price of land within 12 miles 
of ‘the proposed trailway?’—About £4 on ‘the freehold 
basis. 

147-8. Do you run sheep on your wheat land ?’—Yes; most 
of the farmers have a few sheep. 

149. Does the water supply which the farmers in this 
district provide for themselves last through a drought ?— 
Yes. They make provision for water supply by sinking 
tanks. 

150. What do you pay a yard?—From 1s. 6d. to Qs. 
That adds about another pound to the value of the pro- 
perty. I have carted water 18 miles in the mallee. 

151. Mr. Drummond.| What has been your average 
wheat yield ?—About four bags for four or five years. 

152. What, in your opinion, is the lowest price at which 
a profit can be made from wheat in this district ?—At 
present you would want not less than 5s. a bushel. 

153. I understand you use fertiliser, and also allow 
your land to lie fallow?—Yes, in order to get good 
results. 

154. That has a certain bearing on the value of the 
land?’—Yes. In the Wimmera district farmers pay as 
much as £20 an acre, but they get in return an average of 
from 8 to 12 bags to the acre. They have grown 54 
bushels to the acre, but they only crop the same land 
every third year. 

155. Are not train costs cheaper there than they are 
here ’—I think so, 

156. Are the Wimmera farmers closer to the railway ?— 
Yes, their railways are only about 20 miles apart. 

157. Is the rainfall in the Wimmera more certain than 
it is in this district?~-The rainfall there averages about 
15 inches, but they do not get so much summer rain as we 
do. 

158. Has not the land in this district a clay subsoil ?— 
Yes. 

159. Is it your experience that land with a clay subsoil 
is most reliable ?—Certainly. 

160. Mr. Doe.| I understood you to say that Federation 
and Canberra wheats grown in the district suffered from 
flag smut last year. Was the flag smut confined to those 
two varieties of wheat ?—Yes. 


161. Were any other varieties sown?—Yes, Gluyas, 
Purple Straw, and Improved Steinwedel. 

162. Have you cropped continuously each year?’—Yes, 
for the last five years since I have been in the district. 

163. Have you found any deterioration in the wheat 
yield?—No. I consider that the dry period through which 
we have passed caused the appearance of the flag smut. 
We had some Federation wheat sown alongside the other 
in the same class of country which went 4 bags to the 
acre, and showed no flag smut. 

164. Was the South Ungarie land purchased by the 
Government ?—Yes. 

165. What price was paid by the farmers?—From £3 10s. 
to £5 per acre. 

166. What do you consider is a reasonable capital for 
a man to possess in order to start farming on new land 
in this district?—I think he would want between £1,500 
and £2,000 in order to make a decent start. 

167. Is there an opportunity for a man to make a start 
with very little capital on extended credit, and so on?—I 
think very little, but there are any number of share 
farmers who can make a good start. 

168. How many sheep would a farmer require to run on 
from 600 to 1,000 acres in the district within the influence 
of the proposed line?—From 200 to 250. 

169. What is the timber between Ungarie and Narad- 
han ?—Pine, grey box, mallee, bull oak, all of which indi- 
cate wheat-growing land. ‘ 

170. Mr. Drummond.| Where are sheep sent from this 
district?—-To Homebush, Goulburn, Wyalong, and other 
places. 

171. How are the settlers on South Ungarie estate get- 
ting on?’—Some of them are going all right. _ 

172. Are they not carrying a big load in the shape of 
the high cost of land?—Yes, that has been a big draw- 
back there, and there was also the high cost of clearing. 

173. Mr. Burke.] What is the size of the big holdings 
along the route of the proposed railway?—From 5,000 to 
10,000 acres. . 


Samuel Richard Stidwell, farmer, Ungarie, sworn and 
examined :— 

174. Mr. Doe.| How far from Ungarie is your farm?— 
Five and a half miles. I have been there about seven 
years, and have had eight crops. 
am growing wheat and oats and run a few sheep. 

175. What has been your average yield 2—In 1915-16, off 
100 acres, an average of 24 bags to the acre; 1916-17, off 
500 acres, 9 bags to the acre; 1917-18, off 700 acres, 84 
bags; 1918-19 (drought year), off 900 acres, 4 bags; 1919- 
20 (also a drought year), off 800 acres, 14 bags; 1920-23, 
off 900 acres, 94 bags; 1921-22 (a fairly dry year), off 
1,000 acres, 54 bags; and this year, off 1,000 acres, about 
2 bags. : 

176. Was that land fallowed?’—No, it was stubble land. 

177. Have you adopted the continuous cropping pro- 
cess?—Yes. I have a lifelong experience of wheat and 
sheep-farming here and in Victoria. 

178. I presume you followed a different system in Vic- 
toria?—Yes, we went in for fallow there. We shall do 
that here later on. 

179. Have you had flag smut here?—Yes, I think it 
shows up in all the wheats. 

180. Mr. Drummond.] Did you use bluestone’—Yes, 
but the result was the same. I think the land was stronger 
and richer three or four years ago. 

181. Mr. Doe.] Do you attribute the presence of flag smut 
to impoverishment of the soil in connection with drought? 
—Yes. 

182. How much land have you cleared?—About 1,500 
acres ready for cropping. We shall have to fallow half. 
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183. What inducement will the railway, if constructed, 
offer settlers to open up the country in the direction of 
Naradhan?—It is all good farming country out there. 
It is better than the land around Ungarie for wheat. 

184. What is the rainfall?’—Sixteen or 17 inches inches 
on an average. In some dry years we get a good deal of 
rain at the end of the season, when it is very little use to 
us. 
185. How much of that rain falls in the growing period ¢ 
—Not half. 

186. You could conserve a large proportion of the other 
half with good fallowing ‘—Yes. 

187. I presume you use artificial manure?—Yes, from 
40 to 45 lb. to the acre of phosphates. 

188. What proportion of land in the district to be served 
by the proposed railway within 10 miles radius of Ungarie 
is under cultivation?—Over 60 per cent. 

189. Will that area be increased before long?—Yes. It 
is only a matter of a short time. 

190. Which, in your opinion, is the most suitable point 
at which to start the proposed railway’—Ungarie un- 
doubtedly. It would be a cheaper line if you start it at 
Ungarie. 

191. What is the timber between Ungarie and Narad- 
han ?—Box, pine, and yarran mostly. 

192. It has been stated that settlers in the district to- 
wards Naradhan will find difficulty in supplying them- 
selves with water; what is the holding value for tanks in 
that district?—There is good catchment out there. That 
country holds water well. 

193. Mr. Drummond.| What is the average price of 
land unimproved in the district ?—About 30s. per acre. 

194. Would it be worth about £3 10s. improved ?— 
Yes. 

195. Is it necessary to net the land to keep out the 
rabbits?—No, our country is pretty well cleaned up now. 

196. Is not most of the land between Ungarie and 
Naradhan in its virgin state?—Yes, except as regards the 
timber, much of which has been rung. 

197. What is a fair average price for that land within 
12 miles of the railway ?—I should say about £2 per acre. 

198. That land would require fallowing to be on the safe 
side?—Not for a year or two. It depends on the rainfall. 
To be on the safe side fallowing is an advantage. We had 
over 12 bags to the acre off the fallow land, and 10 bags 
to the acre off the stubble land alongside it. 

199. What is a fair average holding in the district with 
the railway ?—I think a man on 750 to 800 acres would 
be more successful than a man holding a larger area, be- 


eause he could handle the smaller area easily, and make - 


more money. 

200. If a farmer bought such land at £2 per acre, and 
improved it by building a house and sinking a well, I 
suppose it would be worth about £4 per acre; could he 
make a decent living off such a comparatively small area? 
—yYes, in an average season. 

201. What price would he need to get for his wheat ?— 
Not under 4s. 

202. That is on a 20-bushel average?—Yes, although 
I suppose he would hardly get that. And he would have 
to keep a few milking cows. The high capital value of 
land is a great hindrance to a man while he is im- 
proving his place. 


667 


Witness—S. R. Stidwell, 6 February, 1923. 


203. Generally speaking, if a man goes on to this oogn- 
try heavily loaded he is “ up against it” /—Yes, 

204. Mr. Travers.] 196,000 acres has been divided into 
104 blocks, averaging 1,885 acres each. Do you consider 
that area rather large?—Well, a man would require a bit 
of capital to make a success of it. I should think such 
areas are a bit large. It would be better to have smaller 
holdings and more settlers. I was in the Goulburn Valley 
district, Victoria, before I came here, but I have done 
better here than I did there. Land in the Goulburn 
Valley was too dear and too dirty. You have to fallow 
and fallow there before you can get a good crop. 


205. Have many Victorian farmers come to thig dis- 
trict ?—Yes, there are a good few about. Some of them 
struck the 1914 drought, but they got along very well. 


206. Are men doing as well to-day on 1,000 acres, where 
they fallow half their land every year, as they did before 
on 1,500 to 2,000 acres with continuous cropping ?—Yes, 
I consider that 800 acres is not quite enough. 


207. Would it not be better to start with 1,000 or 1,250 
acres?—Yes. The men who have done best are those who 
have stuck to the one block. 

208. Mr. Mahony.] What size holding had the farmers 
in the Goulburn Valley ?—462 acres. The average size 
holding was about 320 acres. Some had 640 acres, and 
they would be big farmers. 

209. What was the value of that land?—£15 per acre 
now. When I was there, about eight years ago, it was 
worth £8 or £9 per acre. 

210. What price were you getting for wheat then t— 
About 3s. to 3s. 3d., and then 48. We went in for dairy- 
ing there as a side line. The land here is considerably 
cheaper, and is better on an average. 

211. It is suggested that the line should be constructed 
10 miles south of Ungarie, running then towards Monia 
Gap?—TI am in fayour of putting men on smaller blocks— 
I should say from 750 to 1,000 acres at the outside. 


212. Do you consider that the line would become a 
paying one within a reasonable period?—Yes, in the 
course of a year or 60. 

213. Mr. Cameron.| Would a 5-bag crop be a fair aver- 
age one?—I suppose it would be. There would be no diffi- 
culty in getting settlers along the line. I know of forty 
or fifty farmers in Victoria who are waiting to come to 
this district. 

214. I suppose a farmer starting here would require 
to have £1,000 eapital?—Less if he had his own plant. He 
would want £500 in his pocket. 

215. What is your opinion of share-farming?—I have 
not much faith in it. When you have to divide the profit 
amongst two people there is often not much in it. When 
I came here I think we had about £300 and plant. We 
got along all right, but we had. good luck the first year. 

216. How long is it since the South Ungarie estate was 
made available for settlement ’—Six or seven years. 

217. Mr. Drummond.|] How many horses do you require 
to work the furrow?—We have a six-furrow plough with 
eight horses, and we plough fairly deep. 

218. What is an average quality draught horse worth in 
this district?’—From £9 to £25. 
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WEDNESDAY, 7 FEBRUARY, 1923. 
(The Committee met at the Homestead, Blair Athol, Naradhan.) 


Present: 
Tue Hox. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Ciairman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micnaet Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq, 
Brian JaAMes Doz, Esa. 
Daviy Henry DrumMonpD, [isq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie 
to Monia Gap. 


Thomas Herbert Templeton, grazier, Morwell, Naradhan, 
sworn, and examined :— 

219. Mr. Burke.] What is the extent of your holding?— 
Practically 10,000 acres. I use it for pastoral purposes 
except a small portion for hay-growing for our own horses. 
I have held the property for thirty years, and know the 
country well to within 9 or 10 miles of Ungarie. 

220. How far is your holding from the railway /—About 
20 miles from the Rankin Springs line, and about 24 miles 
from Lake Cudgellico. I mostly grow wool. The distance 
from rail does not affect me materially. There is a large 
area of good agricultural land in this district. 

221. Better for agriculture than for pastoral purposes? 
—Most decidedly. 

222. What is the average rainfall in the district ?—For 
about forty years the rainfall record kept at Old Narad- 


han homestead was stated to be 18 inches, but since then ~ 


the rainfall has decreased to 15 or 16 inches. I consider 
that is sufficient in this part of the State for successful 
wheat-growing. 

223. Do you know the country round Monia Gap?—Yes. 
Tt is similar to that through which the Committee passed 
this morning. There are scattered hills around Monia 
Gap, but there is a great area of open country suitable 
for wheat. 

224. The Railway Commissioners consider that the 
district would be well served if the line were constructed 
as far as Naradhan?—I do not agree with them that the 
terminus should be at Naradhan, because there is a big 
area of country west of Monia Gap and west of Narad- 
han, between here and the Lachlan River, which is some 


of the best agricultural land to be served by. the. proposed - 


line. The Rankin Springs line would be about 30 miles 
from that land. 

225. Do you consider that the country around Monia 
Gap within a radius of 6 miles or so is sufficiently good 
to warrant the construction of the railway to that point? 


—Yes, I do. Some of the finest country is on the western 
end of the line. It is improved country, and has no rail- 
Way access. 


226. Would a line to Monia Gap become a paying pro- 
position within a reasonable time?—Yes, from an agri- 
cultural standpoint. 

227. The Railway Commissioners estimate an annual 
loss of £8,300 on the proposed railway; do you believe 
that loss would be wiped off within a reasonable time?— 
Yes, decidedly. 

228. Are there any large holdings between Ungarie and 
Monia Gap?’—No. Blair Gowrie, comprising 10,000 acres, 
is about the largest. I have about 10,000 acres, and Mr. 
Lander has about 7,000 acres. 

229. Would you be prepared to cut up your holding for 
closer settlement if the railway were constructed ?—My 
intention is to start my sons farming on my property if 
the railway comes this way. I have 7,000 acres which 
could be cleared at small cost. It is old improved country. 

230. In your opinion this district is not eut out for 
pastoral purposes ’—That is my opinion. 

231. There is a suggestion to swing the line 10 miles 
south from Ungarie in a straight line and then towards 
Monia Gap. Has that an advantage over the proposed 
route?—I cannot see that it makes any difference. 


232. Mr. Travers.] Is your 10,000 acres freehold?— 
Conditional purchase and conditional lease. 

233. Have you done any wheat-growing since the con- 
struction of the Lake Cudgellico line?—No. I grew wheat 
there seventeen years ago, and carted it 71 miles. There 


_ was nothing in it then. 


234. Where do you send your wool?’—TI'rom the rail at 
Lake Cudgellico to Sydney. Before the line was con- 
structed I carted it to Whitton, 71 miles, as against 24 
miles to Lake Cudgellico. 

235. What quantity of wool have you sent away via the 
Lake Cudgellico line?—About 520 bales in two years. 

236. What does it cost you to cart wool to Lake Cud- 
gellico?—About 30s. per ton. 

237. What did it cost you to cart to Whitton?—£2 10s. 
per ton. f 

238. Of your 10,000 acres what proportion is suitable 
for wheat-growing?—About 7,000 acres. If the railway 
from Ungarie to Naradhan cor to Monia Gap were con- 
structed it is my intention to go in for wheat-growing. 

239. What area would you put under wheat within 
four or five years of the construction of the railway ?— 
About 1,500 acres. 

240. Taking a 10 miles radius on each side of the pre 
posed line, and leaving out the portion served by the 
Ungarie-Lake Cudgellico railway, there is approximately 
500,000 acres of land. What proportion of that would be 
suitable for agriculture ?—About four-fifths. 

241. What is the carrying capacity of your property ?— 
About a sheep to 44 or 5 acres, at present. 

242. That is not fully improved?—After it has been 
ploughed it would be improved 50 per cent. When country 
has been manured and fallowed for a few years it grows a 
bigger body. of grass. JI remember the Ganmain and 
Coolamon districts when they would not carry much more, 
and I am told that they have improved 50 per cent, 

243. What number of sheep do you carry?—I suppose 
about 2,500 at the present time. 

244. What is a living area within 10 miles of the route 
of the proposed railway for mixed farming ?—About 2,000 
acres. 

245. It has been stated that from 800 to 1,000 acres is a 
fair living area?—I speak as a pastoral man. 

246. Do you consider that the country between Naradhan 
and Monia Gap is as good as that through which the 
Committee passed to-day on their way to Naradhan?—Yes, 
but there are ranges in the vicinity of Naradhan. 


247. If the railway were constructed to Naradhan would 
not that bulk of the agricultural country between Narad- 
han and Monia Gap be served?—Once you get 10 or 12 
miles from the line you are too far away to make wheat- 
growing profitable. 

248. Mr. Marshall, surveyor, Railway Construction De- 
partment, who surveyed the line, was asked the following 
question :— 


It has been suggested that to meet the requirements 
of this country it would not be necessary to build the line 
right through to Monia Gap, and that it might be termin- 
ated at Naradhan, 

He said: 


IT would recommend that, Ap ian 
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The question was then put to him: 


Are you led to that conclusion by the fact that there is 
no land further west of Monia Gap which would be developed 
by the construction of a line to Monia Gap? 

Mr. Marshall replied: 


If the railway were constructed to Monia Gap it would not 
promote any more cultivation. There is a range of moun- 
tains running north, and I do not think that roads could 
be built over the range. Even if they were built they would 
not be used, because the grades would be very steep. 

’—JT do not agree with that opinion. There are gaps 
in the hills where the country is as flat ag it is around 
here. Portion of that country is interspersed by ranges 
which is the only reason why it is not an agricultural 
proposition. The remainder is beautiful agricultural land. 

249. The Chief Traffic Manager of the Department of 
Railways has given the following evidence :— 

The proposal before the Committee is for a line 58 miles 
in length. Would the return from a line of that length 
be as good as from a line 40 miles long?—No, nothing like it, 
because when you get to the hilly country the line would 
be more expensive to construct and the traffic would not 
compensate for the expenditure. 

As a financial proposition a line right through to Monia 
Gap would not be as good as the 40-mile length which you 
suggest ?—No. 

250. If the railway were constructed to Monia Gap 
would you expect it to get traffic in the direction of Hill- 
ston ?—It would get some, but not so much ag it would in 
other directions. : 1 boi ial 

251. Mr. Drummond.] Are there any settlers on closer 
settlement areas around Monia Gap?’—I do not know 
whether they are in occupation, but I do know that about 
thirty-two settlers met the Ministerial party which visited 
that district some time ago, and with the exception of 
two they were supposed to be new settlers. I understand 
that the whole of that district has been selected. 

252. What is the size of the holdings there?—From 
1,500 and 1,700 acres, but there are some bigger farms. 

253. Where do they haul their wheat?—They are not 
growing wheat at present. They are just starting to 
improve their property. Some put in a crop last year 
which was a failure. They would probable cart their wheat 
to Rankin Springs from 20 to 25 miles, which is a severe 
handicap. 

254. Would you say that 1,700 acres of the land around 
Monia Gap would provide a living area within 12 miles 
of the railway ?—I do not think it would be more than a 
living area, but I am not a wheat-grower. 

255. Is the water supply out there obtained from the 
surface only ?—No, you can get water at 200 feet. This 
country has not been ‘tested properly for water. In 
some cases the supply is limited, but beautiful water can 
be obtained. There is other water in the district which is 
salt, but it is good stock water. 

256. There is a suggestion to take the line off at a 
point near Wyalong and go to Naradhan. Would that 
be a better starting-point than Ungarie?—It is unneces- 
sary to take off at Wyalong. I consider the Ungarie 
starting-point is the best one. 

257. Would you say that railway construction from 
Naradhan to Monia Gap would be heavier than from 
Ungarie to Naradhan?—Yes, it would be. 

258. I presume the country from here to Monia Gap is 
of a broken character, and that there would be less agri- 
cultural land than there is between Naradhan and Un- 
garie’—Yes, but the country to Monia Gap certainly war- 
rants a railway. The engineering difficulties are not great. 
I do not know why the line as shown on the plan hugs 
the hills so. ; 

259. Should it be swung further north?—Yes. 

260. I suppose it would be 20 miles across country from 
Naradhan to Monia Gap?—About that. 

261. How much further north should the line be swung ? 
—Two or three miles I should gay, practically from Un- 
garic. In my opinion, the line should ran practically west 
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from Ungarie, but it would have to be swung south some- 
what in order to pass through the gap. 

262. Do you say that the country for 7 or 8 miles out 
from Naradhan towards Monia Gap is suitable for agri- 
culture ’—Yes. 

263. What timber does it grow ?—Box, pine, and yarran. 


Walter Lander, farmer and grazier, Blair Athol, Narad- 
han, sworn and examined :— 


264. Mr. Travers.| What area do you hold in this dis- 
trict ?—7,600 acres on portion of Naradhan, It was origin- 
ally selected by my father thirty years ago. I have about 
260 acres prepared for wheat. I have been engaged in 
wheat-growing for about six years. Tor five years I aver- 
aged 134 bushels. Ono year the crop was a total failure. 

265. Where do you send your wheat’—To Lake Cud- 
gellico. 

266. What. does it cost you for carting /—22s. a ton. I 
sometimes cart it myself. 

267. Do I understand that you started wheat-growing 
only since the Lake Cudgellico line has been completed (— 
That is s0. 

268. How many sheep do you run?—About one sheep to 
4% acres, 4 

269. Of your 7,600 acres how much is suitable for wheat- 
growing !—The whole of it. 

270. If the line were constructed would you bo prepared 
to go in extensively for wheat-growing?—Yes, that ig my 
idea, provided I could get the right class of share-farmer. 
I should be prepared to put in as much as 2,000 acres 
of wheat. 

271. How does the country between Ungarie and Narad- 
han compare with that west of Naradhan for 10 miles on 
either side of the proposed railway ?—It is practically ali 
the same class of country. 

272. What would be a fair living area at mixed farming 
within 10 miles of the proposed railway ?—Not much under 
1,500 or 1,600 acres for wheat-growing and mixed farm- 
ing. 

273. It was stated at Ungarie that from &00 to 1,000 
acres is sufficient for a living area, taking the district as 
a whole{—I know some men do make a good living on 
such areas. J am not a great wheat-grower myself. It is 
my intention after this year to knock off growing wheat 
unless I know that the railway is going to be con- 
structed, because it costs me 22s, a ton to send wheat to 
Lake Oudgellico. It is too far. 

274. Do you send wool to Lake Cudgellico’—Yes; it 
costs me roughly 26s. per ton. 

275. Does it pay you?—Wool-growing is a different 
proposition from wheat-growing. One load of wool takes 
all you can grow practically. 

276. Where did you send your wool before the Lake 
Cudgellico line was constructed?—To Whitton. I¢ cost 
me £2 10s. a ton. 

277. It is suggested that the proposed railway should 
terminate at Naradhan instead of at Monia Gap?—In my 
opinion the country beyond Naradhan as far as Monia Gap 
justifies a railway. 

278. Is the land as good for 10 miles west of Narad- 
han right to Monia Gap?—I¢ is similar country, although 
there are probably more ranges out there. 

279. The estimated loss on the proposed railway as far 
as Naradhan is approximately £9,000 per annum, and 
if the line were constructed to Monia Gap the loss would 
be in the vicinity of £15,000 per annum; under the cir- 
cumstances, would you recommend the construction of the 
railway as far as the Gap?—Yes, I think it would pay to 
run it out there. It would serve a great area of wheat 
country for 10 miles on each side. 

280. Mr. Drummond.| What was your last season’s 
wheat crop?—lI stripped 180 acres, which averaged about 
3 bags to the acre. The rainfall during the growing 
period was 4 inches 20 points. 

281. Did you use fertiliser ?—Yes. 
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Witnesses—W. Lander, J. Hannon, A. A. J. McGauchie, and 8, Norris, 7 February, 1923. 


982. Are you of opinion that if a farmer uses fertiliser 
and systematically fallows his land he can grow wheat 
profitably in this part of the State ?—Absolutely. 

283. What is the tenure of your holding?—Portion is 
freehold and the remainder conditional lease. 

284, What is the land in the district worth on a freehold 
basis, rung and dead, and with water supply ?—About 
30s. 

285. What does it cost to clear that country for the 
plough?—Land with dead timber from 8s. to 9s. per acre. 

286. Is there plenty of good timber in the district for 
fencing ’—Yes. 

287. What has been your experience as regards water 
supply during drought ?—I had to sink a well. 

288. Do you believe underground water is available in 
this district ?’—Yes, water can always be obtained. 

289. How does the cost of sinking a well 300 feet com- 
pare with the cost of excavating a 300-yard tank?!—The 
bore would cost more. 

290. Where do you send your stock?—To Lake Oud- 
gellico, where it is trucked to Sydney. Practically all the 
wool and produce of thig district goes to Sydney. 


John Hannon, hotelkeeper and farmer, Rankin’s Springs, 
sworn and examined :— 


291. Mr. Drummond.] Do you know this district well !— 
Yes. The construction of the proposed railway would 
open up this district, which at present can be termed “no 
man’s country.” I have leases in the district. 

292. There is a suggestion to construct the line from 
West Wyalong instead of from Ungarie; would that be a 
better route?—I do not think there js much difference, 
although Ungarie is the nearest starting point. A line 
from Ungarie to Monia Gap would open up more Crown 
land. 

293. What is your opinion of the suggestion to ter- 
minate the line at Naradhan?—I think it would be better 
to continue it to the Gap. 

294. The Railway Commissioners have stated that from 
Naradhan to Monia Gap the country becomes hilly, and 
that the land is mainly of a pastoral nature?—Not to any 
great extent. There is a row of hills on the southern 
side, but for 7 or 8 miles on either side of the line there 
is beautiful agricultural country right into Monia Gap. 
There are hills out there, but there ig much good country. 

295. Is the soil as good as that through which the Com- 
mittee passed this morning ?—Yes; some think it is better. 

296. What percentage of rough country would there be 
between Naradhan and Monia Gap?—About one-fifth. 

297. What is a living area in the district with the rail- 
way?—From 1,200 to 2,000 acres. For wheat-growing 
alone about 1,000 acres. 

298. On inferior country I suppose a man would require 
from 1,500 to 2,000 acres?—Yes. Mr. Lander is, I think, 
the only farmer out here who has done a bit of fallowing. 
IT have grown wheat for hay for thirty years, and have had 
crops that would strip 10 bags all round. 

299. What is your average rainfa!l?—About 18 inches. 

300. Have you any idea of the minimum rainfall in 
one year ?—Three or 4 inches; 1914 was the dryest year. 

301. For how many years out of ten could a man grow 
wheat successfully ?—I should say seven. This country 
was withdrawn from settlement about ten years ago, and 
has never had a chance. Between Rankin Springs and 
Hillston there must be sixty or seventy new settlers who 
have settled there within the last eight or nine months, 
having come from Deniliquin, Albury, and the Upper 
Murray. For about 15 miles on either side traffic must 
come to the line. 

302, Mr. Burke.] Do you consider that the route as 
proposed on the map is the best, or should the line be 
swung further north?—I think it might be swung out a 
mile or so to clear the hills and to enter flat country, but 
generally the railway as shown on the plan would prove 
suitable. 


Albert Arthur Joseph Mc(iauchie, farmer, Lake Cud- 
gellico, sworn and examined :— 


303. Mr. Burke.] How long have you lived ‘in this dis- 
trict?—A little over twelve months. I am a new selector. 
I am a Victorian, and am going to grow wheat here. The 
land between Ungarie and Monia Gap seems to me to be 
all wheat land as far as I know it. 

304. Where were you living in Victoria?—At Mitiamo, 
Bendigo, and Swan Hill, where I was wheat-growing. 

305. How does this country compare with that!— 
Favourably. That is why I am here. There is more 
opportunity here. 

306. What is the extent of your holding ?—5,700 acres, 

307. How much do you propose to put under cultivation ? 
—Eventually 1,500 acres. 

308. How far is your holding from Lake Cudgellico t_ 
Fifteen miles. 

309. Mr. Travers.] How far would you be from the line 
if it were constructed to Naradhan?—Nine miles. 

310. Of your 5,700 acres how much would be suitable for 
agriculture?—2,500 acres, and the balance is grazing 
eountry. 

311. Do you expect to get as good results here as you 
did in Victoria?—Well, I expect to strike some dryer 
seasons here possibly, but I think the result will be about 
the same after the land has been cultivated for a year or 
two. 

312. Mr. Burke.] What ia a fair living area in thie dis- 
trict?2——Not less than 1,000 acres under wheat (500 sown 
and 5600 fallowed each year), apart from other land 
necessary for grazing. 

313. What had you in Victoria?—500 acres with better 
rainfall, worth £8 or £9 per acre. That was fallow land. 

314. Mr. Drummond.| Would you say that with proper 
fertiliser and fallowing wheat-farming is a reasonably safe 
proposition in this district?—I believe so. 

31%. How did the fallow land compare with the other 
in this district last year?—You can look for double the 
crop on fallow land. 

316. What docs it coat you to send wheat to market from 
this district?—About 15d. a.ton mile. J have not grown 
any wheat yet, but I understand pretty well all the wheat 
grown here is trucked to Sydney. 

317. What is the greatest distance from the railway at 
which a man can profitably grow wheat+—Not over 10 
miles. 

318. What, in your opinion, is a living area in the dis- 
trict with the railway ?—I have a comparatively big block, 
but I should say from 1,700 to 2,000 acres. 

319. What is the minimum capital required to start 
wheat-farming in this district?—In the vicinity of £500, 
at least. But it depends largely on the man. There 
are some men who can start and do well after a while 
with less than others. 


Sidney Norris, farmer and grazier, near Lake Cudgellico, 
sworn and examined :— 


320. Mr. Burke.] Is your holding far from the Lake 
Cudgellico railway station?—Seventeen miles. I have a 
mixed holding of 2,560 acres. I have put about 140 acres 
under wheat, but I am too far from the railway to grow 
wheat profitably. I have grown wheat for four or five 
years. 

321. What has been your yield?—I have grown up to 
six bags and ae little as three bags. 

322. Do you fallow the land?—No. To cart wheat more 
than 12 miles is too far. You cannot do it and make it 
pay. 

393. Is the land along the route of the proposed railway, 
within a reasonable radius, suitable for wheat-growing? 
—Yes, for mixed farming. I do not consider it entirely 
suitable for wheat-growing. 

324. What would be a living area there?—From 1,700 to | 
2,000 acres. 
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Witnesses—sS. Norris, J. L. Watson, and W, Cornish, 7 February, 1923. 


825. Is it because the rainfall is not too good that you 
suggest 2,000 acres’—No, it is because of the Jand. 

326. How long have you been in the district?—All my 
life. 

327. Do you agree that the route of the proposed railway 
as shown on the plan is the best?—I think it would be 
better to swing the line north a bit from Naradhan about 
3 miles to avoid the hilly country, and I think it would 
eerve the district better. It would be cheaper to construct 
the line away from the hills. If you go as proposed ‘it 
would be necessary to construct several culverts where 
washaways occur. 

328. The Railway Commissioners recommend that the 
line should terminate at Naradhan?—J think the country 
further out towards the Gap justifies a railway. I am 17 
miles from the railway, and that is why I have not put in 
more wheat. It costs too much to cart it. 

329. Mr. Travers.] Are you going to continue wheat- 
growing under present circumstances?—Not to any great 
extent, 

330. When did you start wheat-growing?—Five or six 
years ago. 

331. Did the completion of Lake Cudgellico railway in- 
fluence you to go in for wheat-growing ?/—Yea. 

332. If the railway were constructed.to Naradhan or to 


Monia Gap you would be within 7 miles of the line, would. 


you then go in for wheat-growing?—Yes. I should put 
in 500 or 600 acres. I shall not put in any more wheat 
without fallowing. You get almost double the return of 
fallow land. ; 

333. Of your 2,560 acres how much land is suitable for 
agriculture ’—Nearly 2,000 acres. 


John Lachlan Watson, farmer, Bogargo, Lake Cudgellico, 
sworn and examined :— 


334. Mr. Travers.) How far from Naradhan, in the direc- 
tion of Lake Cudgellico, is your holding ?—Four or 5 miles. 
I have 1,450 acres, which is a homestead farm. T have 
been in the district for twelve months, and I am 20 miles 
from Lake Cudgellico. I propose to grow wheat on my 
1,450 acres, as my land is not a grazing proposition. It 
is not large enough. I have not grown wheat here, but I 
have grown wheat all my life. I am improving my land 
in order to grow wheat, but under present conditions, 
being so far from the railway, it is impossible for me to 
grow wheat profitably. 

335. What is likely to happen to you if the railway is 
not constructed?—I ehall have to go back where I was, 
share-farming, somewhere near the railway. 

336. Was the possible construction of the railway an 
inducement to you to come here ’—Yes, the railway was 
shown much nearer my place on the lithograph. 

337. Where were you farming before you came here? 
—At Barellan, and before that in the Henty and Lockhart 
districts. 

338. Do you consider the land in this district is as good 
as that in the Henty and Barellan districts ’—It ig better, 
when it is improved, than the Barellan land. 

339. Is the rainfall better here?—It is about the same 
—perhaps a little less, but 15 inches of rain is sufficient 
in this district, if we get it at the right time. 


340. Are there many settlers here holding land under 
the same tenure as yourself ?—There are twenty-six blocks 
within 7 miles to the north of Naradhan, comprising, 
roughly, 30,000 acres. The holdings are from 1,400 to 
1,600 acres, every acre of which is good agricultural land. 

341. Are the conditions attached to the tenure easy ?— 
For the first five years, provided wé improve the land, we 
are free of rent. After that we have to pay 24 per cent. 
on the capital value. 

342. Eventually the land becomes freehold?—There is 
the right of conversion under certain conditions. 

343. Mr. Drummond.] Is your homestead farm improved 
or green land?’—My selection is green. 

344. What capital is required to take up land like 
yours ?—You want about £500, and to be within reasonable 
distance of the railway. Then you can get on. 

345. Supposing a man went on to a block in this dis- 
trict with no plant and only some furniture; would £500 
be sufficient ?—If he was a capable man and was prepared 
to work it would be. 

346. Would he need to be a man of some experience?!— 
Yes, he would want to know something about farming. 
It would be no good to a man from the city. 

347. Are rabbits bad here;—would it be necessary to 
net the land?—Yes. 

348. Could a man farm land jin this distriet success- 
fully without fertilising and fallowing?—No, not proper 
farming. If he did he would probably be successful. 

349. What is your experience of hauling wheat to the 
railway ’—Twelve miles is the limit at which it can be 
hauled profitably. 

350. What does it cost to clear this country ?—30s. an 
acre, but you can grow wheat before it has cost that much. 

351. Would you take on a contract to clear it at 303. an 
acre?—In parte I would take less; in other parts I should 
want more. 

352. On land ring-barked and dry—how much?—10s. 
or 12s. per acre. The line swung a little further north 
would provide a better proposition. It would serve more 
agricultural country. 


Walter Cornish, grazier, near Bogargo, sworn and 
examined :— 


353. Mr. Burke.| Do you endorse the evidence given 
here this afternoon’—Generally I do. Having been a 
grazier all my life, I believe this district is more suitable 
for wheat-growing than for grazing. 

3534. How far is your holding from Naradhan?—Six 
miles north. My nearest railway is at Lake Cudgellico, 


.18 miles away. I have 150 acres cleared and ready for 


wheat-growing. I find the distance to the railway too far 
to grow wheat profitably; 10 or 12 miles is the furthest 
distanee at which you can profitably cart wheat. 

354. What is the size of your holding ?—1,600 acres. 

355. Do you favour the route as shown.on the map!— 
No. I think it would be better to swing the line further 
north direct from Ungarie. Such a line. would reasonably 
meet requirementa. 

356. Do you consider that the railway should terminate 
at Naradhan, or should it go on to Monia Gap?t—It is all 
good wheat land along the route. It will become a wheat- 
growing district. eet «Or 
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THURSDAY, 8 FEBRUARY, 1923, 
(The Committee met in the Public Hall, Ungaric.) 


Present: 
Tar Hon, WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuarrmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuari Burke, Esa. 


WiLurAM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie 
to Monia Gap. 


Hedley Reeves Woods, farmer and grazier, Girral, near 
Ungarie, sworn and examined :— 


357. Chairman.| Where is your holding situated ’— 
About 10 miles north-east of Ungarie. It is thirty-four 
years since I came to the district. The land in this part 
of the State is easily cleared of timber. If the railway 
were constructed as far as Monia Gap I believe it would 
carry a large quantity of wheat. It would, in my opinion, 
be better to construct the line from Ungarie, because 
taking the line the other way means 20 miles more of 
construction. 

358. From your knowledge of the land along the route 
of the proposed railway is 1,895 acres sufficient to provide 
a comfortable living area for wheat-growing and mixed 
farming ’—It depends upon the man. Some men would 
make a good living on less than that. About 1,800 acres 
would be a fair thing. 

359. What do you consider is a minimum-sized farm in 
this district?—Some men would be willing to go on to 
a smaller area than others for a start, but as they get along 
they are able to work more land, and it would not be 
right to tie them down to too small areas. A man may 
have a small family when he starts, and in a few years he 
has boys able to help him. It would be advisable to give 
each man an area sufficiently large so that he can keep his 
boys with him for a certain time. 

360. How would you compare the land 10 miles out from 
Ungarie towards Naradhan and Monia Gap with the wheat 
lands about Wyalong?—I should say the Naradhan land 
is equally good. : 

361. What proportion of the land along the proposed 
line, 10 miles on each side, would be cleared for agricul- 
ture if the railway were built?—I should say that prac- 
tically all of it, or all that I saw yesterday, is suitable 
for the plough. It is all fairly uniform. 

362. What have been the failures in ten or twenty years 
cropping of the land in this district?—There have been 
failures in a few years—say, 1902, 1914, and 1919. 

363. What class of wheat is generally grown in the dis- 
trict ?—I think Federation and Canberra, which are good 
milling wheats. 

364. Is Crown land being sought after in the district — 
IT do not remember any being thrown open for a number 
of years. 

365. Mr. Burke.| If you were taking up land in the 
district what would you consider a fair living area ?—Not 
Jess than 1,500 acres, although there are men who might 
make a living off 600 acres. Better to have only fifty 
settlers in the district prospering than have seventy-five 
only existing, 

366. What is the area of your holding?—About 7,000 
acres. I am grazing on most of it. 

367. Mr. Travers.| What proportion of that 7,000 acres 
is suitable for wheat-growing ?—Most of it. 

368. How many acres have you put under wheat?—I 
have increased my area to 800 or 900 acres, and my aver- 
age crop since 1904 has been about 12 bushels. 

369. Do you consider that the country you saw yester- 
day, when accompanying the Committee, is as good as 
that on which you are farming?’—Yes, just as good. 


he 


70. What is a fair earting distance to the railway ?— 
Not more than 10 miles. 
371. Do you think that results similar to those which 


» 
vo 


have taken place on the Wyalong-Lake Cudgellico line © 


would acerue if the line were extended from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap?—Yes, there would be great development. 


372. The Committee has had evidence at Ungarie that 
a living area in the district 1s from 800 to 1,000 acres, 
while at Naradhan the opinion was expressed that from 
1,800 to 2,000 acres is necessary ?—Anything under 1,000 
acres is too confined an area, 
373. What would it cost to purchase land fairly im- 


‘proved for wheat-growing on the east side of the Wyalong- 


Cudgellico line?—£3 to £4 an acre. 


The cost decreases as 
you go further from the railway. - 


374. I suppose the country we saw yesterday would not 
be more expensive to clear?—No. A great deal of that 
country is ringbarked and is praetically dead. You could 
clear it for 10s. per acre—some more and some less. f 


375. Mr. Drummond.] Can you give the Committee 
any evidence of the increased production in the district 
since the railway came here?—Last year about 80,000 
bags of wheat were delivered at Ungarie, 90,000 bags at 
Girral, and 40,000 to 50,000 bags at Wynunga. That is the 
result of the railway going’ through Ungarie. I believe if 
the railway were extended towards Monia Gap there would 
be similar results. 

376. Have you found in later years that the ground as it 


is worked gives better results ?—Yes. 


377. Did you get 12 bushels as the result of continuous 
cropping, or did you fallow?—I do not fallow. 

378. Do you use fertiliser?—Sometimes, but not much. 

379. What is the average rainfall in the district ’—16 or 
17 inches. 

380. What minimum eapital is required to start wheat- 
growing in this district ?—£500 should be plenty. If a man 
worked he should be successful with that. 

381. What price should a farmer get for his wheat ?— 
4s. 6d. a bushel, at least. Even that does not pay a number 
of farmers. 

382. What is the cost of clearing the land in this dis- 
trict?—The great proportion of it from 8s. to 10s, an 
acre. A practical man will not clear green timber. He 
will allow it to die. Green land is not a good proposition. 
The timber should be rung for three years before it is 
cleared. 

383. Is wire-netting a necessity here?—It is in places 
where rabbits are thick. To be on the safe side a man 
should wire-net his paddocks. 

384. Mr. Mahony.] Is it possible for a small man to make 
a living on a small area within a reasonable distance of the 
proposed railway ?—Yes. Many young men would be glad 
to start on small areas, although I do not believe in tying 
a man down to too small an area. 

385. Do you know of any Victorian farmers who have 
come to this part of the State?Yes, and they are making 
a success of wheat-growing. I feel sure that all the wheat 
land in the district would be taken up if the railway were 
constructed. 
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Witnesses— H. R. Woods, 8 February, and F, J, Bohm, 9 February, 1923. 


386. Mr. Doe.| Had you experience of wheat-growing 
before you came here ‘—Yes, a little in Victoria. 

387. Is it not better to adopt the dry-farming system 
even though you sow smaller areas?—Yes, undoubtedly. 

388. For how long have you been continuously growing 
some of the land since 1904. 

389. Has the land deteriorated in productiveness ?—No, 
it is becoming better. : 

390. Do you summer fallow ?—Yes. 

391. Have you had flag smut in wheat?—Yes, this year, 
and there was a little last year. 

392. Have you had bald smut ?—Yes, for several years. 


393. Do you pickle your wheat ?—Yes, every year. I do 
not know what causes flag smut, although it was a very 
dry season when I noticed it. 

394. What is the catchment in the district?—In the flat 
country it is a bit of trouble, but the land holds water 
all right. The settlers sink tanks and put drains to them. 

395. It has been stated that in the country through 
which the Committee passed yesterday there will be diffi- 
eulty in supplying farmers with water?’—There would be 
no more difficulty than there is about Ungarie. I can 
always catch enough water to serye my purposes and my 
property is as flat as any, 


FRIDAY, 9 FEBRUARY, 1923. 
(The Committee met in the Public Hall, Ungarie,) 


Present:— 
Tue Hoy. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuarrmay.) 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuarn, Bourse, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, FsqQ, 
Brian James Dog, Esa. 


Dayip Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap. 


Frederick James Bohm, farmer, Eileen Vale, near 
Ungarie, sworn and examined :— 


396. Chairman.| What area do you hold?—1,678 acres, 
on which J am grazing and wheat-farming. I have about 
700 acres of wheat land and about 1,000 acres of grazing 
land. I have been on the block four years. The first year 
I got ten bags to the acre; the second year from 6% to 7 
bags to the acre; and the third year was a bad one. I 
do my own carting. The general rate for carting is 1s. 6d. 
per mile per ton. 

397. How do you regard the country from Ungarie as 
far as Blair Gowrie?—You could not wish for better soil 
for wheat. I should say that 10 miles north and south of 
the proposed line about 75 per cent. of the land, which is 
a low estimate, is suitable for agriculture. There are 
many young men of ability working on their father’s pro- 
perty who want land to settle on, but they do not want to 
live too far away from their old homes. If the railway 
were constructed they would take up land in the district. 

398. What is a living area along the proposed railway ?— 
Nothing under 1,500 acres. Farmers with only 800 acres 
are having a big struggle. If they went in for wheat they 
would not have enough land for sheep, and it is necessary 
to run a few sheep on your wheat farm. 

399. Mr. Drummond.|] I understand you have had ex- 
perience of farming outside Australia?—Yes, in South 
Africa and in Wales. I started here with very little, and 
got assistance from the-Government as a returned soldier 
to the extent of £625. I put more of my own in. 

400. Could a man start farming in this district with £500 
capital and make a “do” of it?Yes, if he had some plant 
of his own. If the land and £500 were given to meI could 
make a “do” of it as a homestead farmer, but you would 
have to live in a tent for some time. £500 is sufficient to 
give a man a start. 

401. Are you of opinion that a man with farming experi- 
ence in the Old Country could go on to land in this dis- 
trict with £500 capital and make a “do” of it?—No, be- 
cause he knows nothing about this country. A man who 
knew the country would be able to make a “do” of it 
under those conditions. He would have to excavate a tank 
and fence and clear his paddocks, bu he would know how 
to go about it. 


402. How far is your farm from the railway ?—About 74 _ 


miles. 
403. Could you make as ered a “do” of it if you were 
12 miles from the line?—It would be a big handicap. 


404. Mr. Doe.| Had you experience of dry-farming in 
South Africa?—No. We got more rain over there. I was 
25 miles from Capetown. 

405. Do you fallow in winter?—Yes. No farmer can 
suceesstully grow wheat without a few sheep. 

40€. What is the value of wheat land in this district 
within 10 miles of the proposed railway ?—From £2 15s. to 
£3 per-acre. I do not know of many who want to sell at 
that price. , 

407. What would be a fair price for the land marked 
yellow on the map, with the railway?—Hardly 10s. per 
acre. Improved it would be worth from £2 to £2 15s. per 
acre, with the railway. 

408. Can small holdings between Ungarie and Naradhan 
be provided with satisfactory water supply?—Yes, by 
means of tanks. It is good holding country. 

409. Are there any large estates in that district which 
the railway would serve?—Only Blair Gowrie and another. 
Blair Gowrie comprises about 18,000 acres. 

410. Mr. Travers.| Would a railway from Ungarie to- 
wards Monia Gap bring you nearer railway communica- 
tion ?—Yes, it would serve my south paddock, and it would 
make transport easier. 

411. Have you reached the limit of area which you are 
likely to cultivate?—No; if I have to travel all night I 
shall have to earry on. I have a big family to support, 
and, although it will be very hard work, I shall have to 
keep going. 

412. Is the whole of your land suitable for wheat ?~— 
Every bit. 
~ 413. Is your neighbour’s land as good as yours {—Yes, 
it is much the same, fos} ae 

414. Chatrman.] If the railway were built would you sell 
your land¢—The railway would increase its value un- 
doubtedly. As land is now in the district it is worth 
almost nothing. We have so few facilities. 

415. Mr. Doe.| By how much would land within the in- 
fluence of the railway be increased in value if it were 
constructed ?—F rom 25s. to 30s. per acre, freehold. 

416. Chairman.|] Is there anything you would like to 
add?—There are many growing lads in the district who 
are sons of the old pioneers. If they want land under 
present conditions they must go miles away. If they could 
get land near their father’s farms, the father could provide 
the plant to enable them to make a fair start, and they 
would be near the railway. I am not the only farmer who 
has growing sons, who some day will want to settle them- 
selves in the district, 
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Witnesses—F. J. Bohm,°G. T. Husking, and J. 8. Dixon, 9 February, 1923. 


417. What capital value was placed on your land when 
you took it up?—3ls. per acre. J] fought the surveyor on 
that point and it was reduced to 25s. 

418. Mr. Drummond.] What is the minimum amount 
of plant required for a one-man area in this district {— 
Sufficient plant could be obtained for about £270 to £300 
to start with and to work 400 acres. That includes six 
horses. 

419. What would a jharvester cost?—From £80 to £100, 
but it would not be a header. He would have a four-furrow 
plough, including a drill. He would require to have har- 
rows and binder. He could purchase those implements by 
three payments. Practically all of them do it that way. 

420. If the new farmer had £500 capital, that would 
leave him £250 with which to pay for a house and sink a 
tank?’—For a start he would have to live in a small 
humpy. He would be unable to wire-net his holding out 
of that capital, and he might be able to let a small contract 
for clearing. It would cost not less than 10s. per acre to 
clear the land. I hope this year to put in 600 acres. I 
have my cultivation paddocks fenced. 

421. What have you to pay for rabbit-proof netting /— 
About £54 a mile; £10 per mile to put it up is a fair 
thing. 

422. What does it cost per yard to put down a tank t— 
About 1s. A 2,000 yards tank will do for a start. 

423. Would not a man be taking a risk with only a 
2,000 yards tank?—That is all I have at present. 


George Thomas Husking, farmer, Toolibigeal, near 
Ungarie, sworn, and examined :— 


424. Mr. Doe.] How far is your holding from Ungarie! 
—About 19 miles in a south-westerly direction. I am 
about 12 miles from the nearest railway station. J hold 
1,820 acres, and am wheat-farming and grazing. I have 
been on my present holding since 1914. 

425. How much have you cleared for wheat ?—500 acres. 
Over the whole period I have averaged about 9 bushels. 

426. Do you go in for dry farming and winter fallow ?— 
Yes. ’ 

427. I understand that by force of circumstances you 
have been compelled to cultivate the same land over and 
over again?—Yes; I have missed one year during the 
eight years I have cropped the land. 

428. Has it affected the soil?—I have noticed a slight 
deterioration. 

429. Do you get as good straw’—Not quite, and I have 
noticed a slight deficiency in the yield, and a little smut. 

430. Do you regard that as due to the working out of 
the soil through continuously cropping one variety ’/—No, 
not necessarily. I have seen flag smut on new ground on 
my neighbour’s land. 

431. Does your neighbour use superphosphate ’—Yes. 

432. What is a living area for wheat-growing in con- 
junction with a few sheep within the influence of the 
proposed railway ?—Not under 1,500 acres. 

433. What variety of wheat have you grown ’—Soft 
Federation. I have also grown Canberra, in which smut 
has appeared, and Gluyas. 

434. What experience had you of wheat-growing before 
you came here?—I was in the Goulburn Valley, Victoria, 
where I fallowed the land. 

435. What capital would a man require to start farm- 
ing on 1,500 acres in this district’—Not less than £600 
or £700, within carting distance of the railway. 

436. Mr. Travers.] If a railway from Ungarie towards 
Monia Gap were constructed, how far would you be from 
the line*—About 8 miles, I have practically 500 acres 
cleared for wheat. 

437. If the line is not built are you likely to go in fur- 
ther for wheat?’—About another 100 acres. I am pre- 
‘pared to clear 800 acres and go in extensively for wheat- 
farming if the railway is constructed. 


438. Mr. Hfahony.] Is the land in this district as good 
for-wheat as that in the Goulburn Valley ?—Under proper 
working conditions I believe it will go somewhere near it. 
I do not mean that this district is as good as the Goul- 
burn Valley, because the rainfall is lighter, and they dry- 
farm there. The rainfall there used to be 21 inches, but 
they are successfully farming with 16 inches, which is the 
average rainfall in our district. 

439. What is the area of the farms in the Goulburn 
Valley ’—My father made a living on 320 acres, but he 
has more country now. 

440. Do you consider that with proper farming this dis- 
trict will give as good results as the Goulburn Valley 
land?—I do. ~ 

441. Would a less area than you have mentioned provide 
a living in this district ?—No. 

442. If the land here is as good as that in the Goulburn 
Valley would not a similar area be suitable here?—The 
Goulburn Valley will carry four and five sheep to the acre. 
This country will not do that. 

443. Then the Goulburn Valley country must be better! 
—Yes, in that respect, but I grew 10 bags to the acre here 
in 1916-17, and I believe I can do it again. 

444. How many bags to the acre could you grow in the 
Goulburn Valley?—I have known up to 12. 


John Samuel Dixon, farmer and grazier, Castalia, Monu- 
ment Flat, via Ungarie, sworn and examined :— 


445, Chairman.] Is your holding far from Ungarie*— 
Seventeen or 18 miles. It is close to the route of the 
proposed railway. 

446. If the proposed line were constructed would you 
expect the same development to take place in its vicinity 
as has resulted along the line from Wyalong to Ungarie!— 
Yes. f 

447, What area do you hold?~1,610 acres. Last year I 
had 300 acres of wheat in, and this year I have 400 acres. 
I cart my wheat to Winnunga, which costs 1s. 3d. per ton 
per mile. If the railway were constructed I should put 
more land under wheat. Carting under present conditions 
means working from daylight till dark. 

448. What proportion of your 600 acres could you 
put under crop ?—Most of it. I have 1,600 acres prepared 
already. 

449. What has been your experience here as a wheat- 
farmer ?—TIn the first year I was here, which was a good 
year, I had very little in. Off about 30 acres I stripped 
seven or eight bags; in the following year the average was 
six bags; and this year it is close on four bags. The 
average right through has been about five bags. I cama 
from south-western Victoria, and have been in this dis- 
trict since 1910. 

450. Is your land as good for wheat as the land around 
Wyalong ’—Yes. 

451. With the construction of the line would you expect 
to see a considerably increased area under wheat ?—Yes. 

452. How many sheop do you run ?—About 370. 

453. In what state of improvement is your property !— 
I have all the timber rung. 

454. After the timber is dead what does it cost to clear 
the country for the plough?—7s. 6d. per acre is the most 
I have paid. A living area in this district is 1,500 acres, 
and if the line were constructed and I was within 3 miles 
of a siding I would still require that area, because it is 
necessary to run a certain number of sheep when you 
farm wheat. Your sheep keep the land clean. 

455. How far have you to cart your wheat?—About 12 
miles. I can do the trip in and out in a day, but it is not 
an eight-hour day. 

456. Mr. Doe.] What is the minimum capital required 
by a man starting wheat-farming along the proposed rail- 
way ‘—£400 or £500. 

457. What value has the Crown set on your land?— 
22s. 6d. per acre. Improvements were over and above 
that. 4 od ee 
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Witnesses—J. S. Dixon, D. D. Macfarlane, and J. Knight, 9 February, 1028. 


458. Was your land ringbarked?—Yes, and there were 
@ couple of tanks; £287 was added for improvements. 

459. What is the unimproved value of the land coloural 
buff on the map, without the railway?—About 5s.; with 
the railway from 35s. to £2, with improvements. No settler 
at Monument Flat had anything when he went there, and 
they are doing well. 

Donald David Macfarlane, grazier and farmer, Blair 
Gowrie and Boreamble, via Ungarie, sworn, and ex- 
amined :— 

460. Mr. Travers.] Where is your property situated }~ 
Practically due west from Ungarie, about 22 miles by road 

461. What is the area of your holding?—18,000 acres 
freehold and conditional purchase. We are running sheep 
for wool just now, and have no land under wheat. We cart 
wool 14 miles to Winnunga. 

462. How many sheep does your holding carry ?—It will 
oarry 6,000 or 7,000—about a sheep to 24 or 3 acres, 

463. How much land have you cleared ?—We have ready 
for the plough about 300 acres. It is an old cultivation 
paddock. ; ae 

464. If the proposed railway were constructed how far 
would your property be from the line?—It would pass 
through Blair Gowrie. 

465. Would you then go in for wheat-growing?—Yes, 
or for closer settlement or sell for that purpose. 

466. What proportion of your holding is suitable for 
wheat ?—80 per cent. is a conservative estimate. 

467. What would be a fair living area on your property ! 
—1,500 acres within 5 or 10 miles of the railway. 

468. I suppose under present conditions your property is 
likely to remain as it is?—Yes; we are too far from the 
railway to grow wheat profitably. 

469. Is your property thickly timbered ?—Some is, and 
some is very lightly timbered. 

470. What would it cost to clear your land?—Not more 
than 5s. or 6s. per acre for some and up to 12s. per acre. 

471. Do you know the country fairly well between Un- 
garie and Blair Gowrie, and for 10 or 12 miles on the other 
side?—Yes, It is similar to our country. I should say 
about 80 per cent. is suitable for wheat-growing. From 
Blair Gowrie out it would be impossible to grow wheat 
profitably under present conditions. 

472. What would you be prepared to do if the railway 
were constructed within 4 or 5 miles of your property ?— 
We should go in for closer settlement. We should cut up 
the place. 

473. Do you do your own carting?—No, we employ 
teams. It costs from 1s. 3d. to 1s. 6d. per ton per mile. 

474. Mr. Drummond.] In your opinion is Ungarie the 
Most suitable point at which to take off the railway ?—Yes, 
I believe the country would be better served by going from 
Ungarie than from Wyalong. 

475. If the proposed railway took off from Wyalong 
would it run in competition with the Rankin Springs line? 
—Yes, until it got considerably beyond Yalgogrin. 

476. Mr. Doe.| Have you an idea of the selling value of 
your land?—About £2 per acre. 

477. Cash or terms?~—There would be terms, but not 
lengthy terms. Someone has said that this country is not 
suitable for sheep. With that opinion I do not agree. 
More often than not we have topped the Homebush market 
with sheep. Mr. Hoskins, a neighbour of mine, sent away 
some sheep last year, when we sent some down, which 
easily topped the Homebush market, averaging 42s. That 
proves that this country is suitable for sheep. It has been 
stated that water supply is a great trouble in this district. 
If proper precautions are taken in good seasons and sufii- 
ecient tanks are sunk plenty of water can be conserved. 
We and most other station people in the district had 
sufficient water when the drought broke. 

. 478. Chatrman.| Supposing your property were sub- 

divided into areas of 1,500 acres for mixed farming, would 

the total] area carry as many sheep as you do nowl—It 
should carry more. 


479. Is there a prospect of the fat lamb trade in your 
district?—Yes, with a number of cross-bred ewes they 
would get just as good returns as from wheat, “ all things 
considered,” as they would increase the yielding capacity 
of the land. 

480. Has the fat lamb industry been attempted in the dis- 
trict?—We sent some in last year which the inspector said 
were the best he had inspected. They all went through as 
first-class lambs, and the chairman of the Meat Board was 
very pleased with them. 

481. Do graziers in the district go in for cross-bredsi— 
No, chiefly merinos. 

482. Mr. Doe.| What additional value would the railway 
give to your land?—10s. per acre—perhaps more. 

483. What would be the selling value to a farmer#— 
About £2 10s. 

484, Where it ia likely that a loss will accrue on a new 
railway, and in order to induce the Government to con- 
struct the line, people have offered to assist in carrying 
out the work by means of a betterment or some similar 
tax. What is the feeling of the people interested in the 
proposed railway in that regard?—No, I have not heard it 
discussed here to any extent. 

485. Would the local people be prepared to assist in that 
way ?—I cannot say definitely. I should think they would 
not. I would not say that I approve of anything of the 
sort because the farmers who are to be benefited by the 
proposed railway are not the only people who are benefited. 
It ig a national concern. 


James Knight, storekeeper, Ungarie, sworn and 
examined :— 


486. Chairman.] Do you hold land in the districtt— 
Town blocks only. 

487. Mr. Mahony.] How long have you resided here?— 
Eight years at Ungarie. Before that I was for about 
forty years in the Lake Cudgellico district. 

488. What is the land in this district most suited for*—I 
hold that it is wheat country. 

489. Do you think the line should be constructed ag far 
as Monia Gap?’—There is good country between Monia 
Gap and Rankin Springs. 

490. Has the construction of the railway from Wyalong 
to Ungarie increased settlement?—Yes. In 1913 there 
were 1,050 applicants for 48 blocks on Woolongough, near 
Ungarie, and East Ungarie holdings. Since the opening 
of the line there has been increased settlement in the dis- 
trict, and portions of Woolongough estate have been 
thrown open. 

491. Do you think the proposed line if constructed would 
show the same result?—Yes, I believe that settlement 
would extend. Between here and Lake Cudgellico there is 
probably not a vacant block on both sides of the line. The 
railway will enhance land values and would certainly be 
come a paying proposition. We have had a partially dry 
season this year, yet I consider the district is, from a 
financial standpoint, equal to any district in the State 
under the same conditions. 

492. Mr. Doe.} It is suggested that the line should be 
constructed only as far ag Naradhan?—It seems to me 
that a railway from Ungarie west is the cheapest way of 
giving railway communication to the back country. 

493. Chairman.] Do you regard this district as being 
generally financially sound ?—Yes. 

494. Have you noticed that newcomers are making as 
good a “do” of it as those settled here for some time t— 
Certainly. 

495. I suppose as a business man you are compelled to 
give fairly long credit?—Occasionally, not generally. 

496. Have you any hesitation in advancing that credit 
to people in the district ?—None at all. I have every con- 
fidence in the district. 
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MONDAY, 12 FEBRUARY, 1923. 
(The Committee met in the Shire Hall, West Wyalong.) 


Present: — 
Tue Hox, WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Caarrmay). 


The Hon. JoHN TRAVERS, 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicHar, Burke, Ese. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Dog, Esq. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Rouuniies proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap. 


Charles John Harnett, District Surveyor, Hay, sworn 
and examined :— 


497. Mr. Travers.| Is the country between Ungarie and 
Monia Gap in your Land Board District Not altogether. 
For 40 miles back from Monia Gap the land is in my 
district. 

498. Will you describe the country for 12 miles on either 
side of the proposed railway !—Commencing 12 miles out 
from Ungarie the country is chiefly red soil, timbered with 
pine, box, oak, and mallee. You see no country that can- 
not be ploughed before you are 24 miles from Ungarie. 


The 12-mile belt is then intruded upon by rocky ranges. 


The total area of those ranges within the influence of the 
line is 65,000 acres. The remaining country is wholly 
suitable for wheat- growing with the exception of about 
43,000 acres of clayey land lying to the north of Monia 
Gap. 1t commences 6 miles north of the Gap, and extends 
to the Lachlan River. 


499. The Railway Commissioners recommend that instead 
of the line going to Monia Gap it should terminate near 
Naradhan. They believe that it would serve good country 
between that point and Monia Gap?—yYes, but it would 
not then serve the land west of Monia Gap, not now served 
by the Hillston line, 


500. What is the distance between Monia Gap and 
Hillston !—32 miles. 


501. How would you describe the land from Monia Gap 
12 miles in the direction of Naradhan?—It is almost 
wholly good wheat land, with the exception of the clayey 
country. 

502. Taking the whole of the country 12 miles on either 
side of the proposed line and i2 miles beyond Naradhan in 
the direction of Hillston, leaving out the 12 miles already 
served by the Ungarie line, what percentage is suitable for 
agriculture ?/—About 87 per cent. 


503. As far aa Naradhan, and 12 miles on either side of 
the proposed railway, does the same percentage apply !— 
Yes, practically. 

504. Do you think the railway should be constructed 
right to Monia Gap ?— Yes. 


505. The estimated cost of the proposed railway as far 
as Naradhan is £206,805, and the estimated loss is about 
£9,500 per annum. The total cost of a line to Monia Gap 
would be £338,370, and the estimated logs is in the vicinity 
of £15,000 per annum. Do you consider, under the 
circumstances, that the line should go to Monia Gap !— 
Yes, because otherwise quite a large area of wheat land, 
fully 40 per cent. of the country around Monia Gap, cannot 
be farmed. ‘The balance of the hilly country is quite good 
for grazing. 

‘506. The Chief Traffic Manager of the Railway Depart- 
ment, in giving evidence before the Committee, was asked 
this question : 

Afr. Travere.] The proposal before the Committee is for a line 58 
miles in length. Would the return from a line of that length be as 
good as from a line 40 miles long? 

The question has reference to Naradhan. 
Traffic Manager replied :— 


The Chief 


No, nothing like it, because, when you get to the hilly country 
he line would be more expensive to construct and the traffic would 
not compensate for the expenditure. 


From Naradhan to Monia Gap there are no engineer- 
ing difficulties. The line would pass through flat country. 
He was then asked :— 

As a financial proposition a line right through to Monia Gap would 
not be as good as the 40-mile length which you suggest ? 

He answered :— 

No. ’ 
1—Between the terminus at Monia Gap and Griffith, out- 
side the 12-mile limit, there are about 60,000 acres of good 
mallee land, which is not really served by the Griffith line 
or the Rankin’s Springs line. It is cut off from the Rankin’s 
Springs line by the Melbergen Range, which is PFACHOAIY 
impassable. 

507. Mr. Marshall, surveyor, Public Works Department, 
who made the survey of the proposed line, in giving evi- 
dence before the Committee was asked :— 

If the proposed line were constructed, say, to within 14 or 15 


mes of Monia Gap, that would serve all the intervening country 
between that point and Monia Gap? 


He replied :— 

I should think so. 
1—That is taking the 15-mile limit. It would not then 
serve the country immediately to the west of Monia Gap, 
which is worth serving. 

508. There is a suggestion that the line should start 
from Wyalong and go towards Monia Gap ?—It seems to 
me that such a line would run for a great distance through 
country already served by the existing line, and the line 
from Ungarie serves all the country between Rankin’s 
Springs and Wyalong. 

509. Although a railway frora Ungarie to Monia Gap 
would cost £72,000 more than a line from Ungarie to 
Naradhan you are of opinion that the line should he con- 
structed right to the Gap?—I think it should go to the 
Gap. 

510. It is proposed to terminate the line at the spring 
at Naradhan?—-Such a railway wouid not serve all the 
country between the spring and Monia Gap which should 
be served, For 12 miles back from Monia Gap the line 
would run through excellent country on both sides. For 
the next 8 miles there is some rocky country on the south. 
side. 

511. The Chief Traffic Manager of the Railway Depart- 
ment has given the following evidence regarding the pro- 
posed railway :— 

What is the character of the country between Naradhan and 


Monia Gap ?—Beyond Naradhan the country becomes hilly, and is 
mainly of a pastoral character. 


So no injustice would be done the district if the line stopped at 

the 40-mile limit ?—I do not think so. The terminal point which 
I have suggested would be parallel and in direct line with the 
existing termini at Rankin’s Springs and Lake Cargelligo, so that 
part of the country wouid be well served with railways. 
?—I cannot agree with that. There would be a stretch of 
wheat country on both sides of the line extending east from 
Monia Gap which would not be served by a line only as far 
as Naradhan, and 40 per cent. of the land to the west of 
Monia Gap would not be served. There is also a stretch 
of country about 15 miles in the direction of Griffith, not 
served by the Griffith line, which needs railway facilities, - 
The settlers there cannot cart to the Rankin’s Springs line 
by a direct route because of the range. 
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512, Mfr. Cameron.| Do you know the point where the 
line runs through two short ranges at Riley’s tank !—Yes, 
at about 7 miles out you come to a saddle where the range 
swings north. That gap is 7 or 8 miles from Naradhan old 
station, but the saddle is back a mile and a half towards 
Naradhan station. 

513. What do you think of the suggestion to swing the 
line further north to avoid the range ?—You cannot avoid 
it. You would have to go north nearly 6 miles before you 
could get round the range at Quart Pot Hill, and even 
then you get into some bumpy country. About 2 miles 
east of Naradhan station would be the taking-off point, 
then the line would deviate in a northerly direction to 
about 6 miles north of Wargan Bogan Gap, and it then 
travels south-westerly towards Monia Gap. That I think 
would be a better line than the proposed line, and would 
serve just as much good country. 

514. Would a line from Calleen Siding, as suggested, 
serve the country to the south?—In my opinion the area 
brought within its influence does not warrant the extra 
length of line involved. The country through there is 
already served. 

515. I take it that you favour a line from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap, with the suggested deviation?—Yes. In my 
opinion the Wyalong route is not as favourable a pro- 
position as the other. 

516. Mr. Drummond.|] Mr. Marshall, who made the 
survey of the proposed railway, was asked in evidence :— 

Do you recommend that the line should stop at Naradhan Gap? 
—Yes, or perhaps it might be terminated a little further on. I 
should say that it ought to go nearly to Wargan Bogan Gap, which 
is about 13} miles beyond Naradhan. 

What distance is that point from Ungarie?—About 50 miles. If 

the line were built to Wargan Bogan Gap, about 9 miles only of 
construction would be saved. 
Do you agree with that opinion !— No, because there would 
still be country west of Monia Gap not served, and that 
belt of wheat country between Monia Gap and Griffith 
would still be too far from the railway. 

517. If the railway were constructed to Monia Gap 
would it serve that country?—It would be in a better 
position than it is now, 

518. Are there any small settlers out there ?—There are 
practically none there at present. 

519, Is the country Crown land out there ?—Yes, Settlers 
will not take up the mallee land further than 10 miles from 
the railway. Some of that land would be within the 
influence of the line if it went to Monia Gap. 

520, Mr. Marshall also gave the following evidence :— 


Mr. Mahoney.) Is that other 9 miles of country beyond Wargan 


~ Bogan Gap hilly ? 


He replied :— 


It is ridgy, but the intervening country is beautiful soi]. There 


are only a few ranges in between. 

Do you agree with that ?—I would not call them ranges ; 
they are isolated hills. The country as a whole is true 
wheat land, 

_ 521. How does the soil in the Monia Gap district com- 
pare with that around here ?—Except for the rocky ridges 
it is superior, ‘ 


Witness—C. J. Harnett, 12 February, 1923. 


522. Is there a clay subsoil out there*—The clay is at 
about 2 feet on an ayerage, but it is not an impervious clay, 
It is a porous clay. 


523. Do you know of settlers out there who have grown 
wheat for grain or for hay successfully !—For eighteen 
years, to my knowledge, on 12 feet of soil, Peter McKenzie 
of Boogandra has grown crops every year, except two years. 
That is 6 miles west of Monia Gap. 


524. Generally speaking, have the last ten years been 
dryer, on an average, than the preceding eight years in this 
part cf the State?—No, it is the other way about. The 
last ten years have been rather better than the eight 
preceding years, 


525. That is contrary to the experience in many parts of 
the State !— From 1902 to 1907 the seasons were good for 
wheat in this part; 1907 and 1908 were dry years ; 1912 
and 1914 were dry years; after that we had fairly good 
years until 1919. That and 1920 were rather bad years. 
1922 has been a bad year in that country. Generally I 
would say that a line to Monia Gap would serve the country 
best. The additional good country it would serve would 
more than compensate for the cost of the extra length of 
line. 

526, Could the settlers profitably grow wheat if the line 
were constructed only to Naradhan Gap ?—Those east of 
the Gap could, but not those to the west. Rankin’s Springs 
is within 20 miles or so of that district. Quite a number 
of the settlers south-east of the Gap are within 18 miles of 
the Rankin’s Springs line. A man can grow wheat by Lis 
own labour 10 or 12 miles from the railway. Beyond that 
distance he has to go in for farming on a bigger scale and 
employ labour. He requires to have a larger number of 
stock. 

527. Mr. Doe.] What would provide a living area with 
railway facilities in the vicinity of Monia Gap ?—From 
1,000 to 1,200 acres. ; , 

528. I suppose forty farmers could be settled in th 
vicinity of Monia Gap’?—About twenty, I think, new 
holdings. 

529. Is that land now available for settlement }—I think 
it has been withdrawn. I do not know the reason. 


530, What is the upset price of the land !—From 6s, to 
15s. per acre. 


531. Is it whipstick mallee?—It is spar mallee with 
mallee pine in amongst it. The blocks there were designed 
as home-maintenance areas, to be served by the Rankin’s 
Springs railway. 


532. I suppose if the proposed railway were constructed 
as far as Monia Gap the population in that district might 
be doubled !—Yes, on that good land. There is about 
80,000 acres there of wheat land. A home-maintenance 
area might be less than 1,800 acres with the railway within 
12 miles. 


533. What would be a living area within the 12-mile 
limit /—Exeluding the rocky ranges, I should say 1,200 
acres would provide a home-maintenance area within that 
distance of the line. 
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TUESDAY, 13 FEBRUARY, 1923. 


(The Committee met in the 


Shire Hall, West Wyalong.) 


Preseitt:— 
Tue Hoy. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Caatrmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRaveErs. 
The Hon. Rogert Manowy. 
Francis MicuaE, Burke, Esq. 


WituiM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian James Dor, Esq. 
Daviw Henry Drummonpn, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap. 


Vrancis James Scott, farmer, Bolagamy, West Wyalong, 
sworn, and examined :— 


534. Mr. Cameron.| I understand you have prepared a 
statement of your views on the proposed railway !—Yes, as 
follows :— 


The information given iu the accompanying statement marked A 
was collected from the owners of the properties, and from my 
personal knowledge of the different properties I know it to be sub- 
stantially correct. These properties are all affected by the Calleen- 
Monia Gap railway suggestion, and are situated at a point com- 
mencing 14 miles from the West Wyalong railway station and 
extending about 10 miles westerly from that point. 


Acres. 

The total area of those thirteen holdings is ... 35,364 

Total area of wheat-growing land ww «=31,404 

Total area under crop last year 7,650 
Total area that would be put under crop if the 

line were built van ; 22,200 


My statement shows that there will be an increase in the farming 
area of 14,650 acres if the line were constructed, giving an addi- 
tional 73,250 bags of wheat. Two owners have definitely stated 
they will cut up their properties, or a portion of them, and 

robably there will be others. The line might result in Bolagamy, 

,000 acres, the property I am handling, being cut up, but if not it 
would probably be brought under cultivation by a system of share- 
farming. I doubt if it would pay to graze the country with a rail- 
way close to the property. It is noticeable that only a small area 
of this group of properties is used for wheat-growing, in com- 
parison with properties more favourably situated near the railways. 


This group of settlers cart their wheat from 11 to17 miles at a cost 
of 1s. 3d. per mile per ton, amounting to 20s. per ton on a 16-mile 
cartage, or 64d. per bushel; 83. per acre on a 15-bushel crop. 
About half of those farmers cart their own wheat. I consider 10 
miles cartage to be the limit at which the small farmer can carry 
on wheat-growing profitablv. That just allows him time to get to 
the railway with his load and back in the day, and he has to work 
twelve hours a day to do that. If delays occur at the railway 
through other waggons being in front the trip takes longer. 


To farm successfully in this district it is necessary to fallow, and to 
do that properly the horses must be available to work up the fallow 
as soon as the harvesting is completed. If the farmer is engaged 
carting wheat a long distance to the railway, his horses are done 
and the fallow suffers from want of working, which probably means 
failure of the crop in the following year. On my property this year 


the fallow land returned 20 bushels per acre, while the return from 
the unfallowel land, under similar rainfall conditions, was only 
6 bushels. : 

A mp measurement is not a true indication of the distance wheat 
has to be carted to the railway. Right angle turns, position of 
sidings, and the contuur of the country may make a difference of 
several miles, as instanced by settlers along the proposed line who 
are carting their wheat 11 to 17 miles. The map may appear that 
they can reach the siding in a much gshorter distance than is really 
the case. If the first 30 miles of the Calleen-Monia Gap line passed 
through Crown lands, it might receive more sympathetic considera- 
tion, but thatis nota reasonable or just view to take of the position. 
Most of those settlers entered this country many yeara ago when 
the land was practically in its virgin state and the hardships they 
have endured in pioneering the country entitles them to the fullest 
consideration when the route of the line is being decided. Those 
men helped to make this district from one of the worst to one of 
the best wheat producing portions of the State. Incidentally, they 
have prepared the way for closer settlement, which is taking place 
here to-day. 

The country along the Calleen-Monia Gap line is all suitable for 
mixed farming, and the stock traffic would be considerable in 
addition to wheat. 

The object of the Monia Gap line is to open up land in that 
vioinity and to serve settlers along the route between the Cargellico 
and Rankin Springs line. The Ungarie proposed line starts at a 
point too far north and does not serve all the settlers required. 
it, therefore, fails in its object. 2 

The proposed Wyalong line serves all settlers, although the 
additional length and heavier expense may be considered more than 
is warranted. ; 

A line from Calleen would serve all the settlers which the Ungarie 
line and the Wyalong line serves. It starts at a point where the 
shortest possible line serves the greatest number of settlers, and may 
be considered to fulfil the main object of the line. The best route 
to serve the greatest number of settlers would be to take the line to 
the south-east corner of the old Bolagamy pastoral holding, along 
the southern boundary to the south-west corner, thence on to 
divide the two lines equally. If the first siding were placed at or 
about the south-east corner of Bolagamy, it would draw on 20,000 
acres of the best wheat land in the district. 

The records show the average rainfall on Bolagamy Station from 
1884 to 1921 inclusive (thirty-eight years) to be 17°56. 

The average during the growing period from April to October, 
inclusive, for thirty-eight years, is 10 inches. 

The total rainfall for 1922 is 11:51 inches, and the rainfall durin 
the growing period, April to October inclusive, 7°21 inches. , 


“ YN 
| Area that will . Present 
ate Total area of Ares wheat- Area under be put under Stine Be distance 
’ holding. growing land. | crop last year. crop if line g- per ton of 
were built. 7 cartage. 
acres acres, acres. | acres. 8. eds Miles 
Brown 1 ites echo aoe 3,303 3,350 #00 | 3,000 Wyalong and Calleen ...| ...... 12 to 15 
Bolte, 6 dsc ssa bran boreneane tere 1,024 1,024 300 1,009 Calleen y.eciicccscs eons ones 11 
Geddes cenakvinasiics. ca reeeree naan 2,148 1,800 ee 1,000 Walandry  s....sce.0./+5008) ee 14 
Curry So.c nee PS sania 2,600 1,800 500 1,800 Wryalong ...........ss00s00 000) 17 
Crampton Broamececac eee 3,625 1,000 800 1,000 Wryalong .......000:000.4.. 5) nr 17 
LAG YA, Woe ce oeees seek -oe aries enaats 2,014 1,800 500 1,860 Wisvalono: (ia. aae-ceenene 20 0 16 
Miller Bros. inctssey veces ere oe 1,570 1,570 650 1,400 Wralong .......0..0d:00s+000 15 
Bottae 2) ae Seta a cee, a 3,500* 3,500 1,200 2,000 Galleen ..itccccen cae 15 0 12 
BurrettpSrossaee ee, Cee ee 2,980 2,500 300 1,500 Wialandry. Goin. sccceereen 13 9 1] 
(Thompsons Pattenscneene eee 2,560 2,560 300 1,000 Uuparie iacncse ence 18 0 144 
Stanley Prost wuirnst eee nee 3,700 2,800 500 1,500 Wealandry oi... :ccccacemneeme 15° 12 
Manning, fA Gata etc ee ese 2,740 2,200 600 2,200 WU NGAarie Ga. nckeweeenee ee 20 0 16 
(cut 2 farms). 
CoxsBros. Pas ceiaus apceuieeeneenn tome ak 5,600 5,600 1,000 3,000 Ungarie ..... .cAtrasereeree 16°53 13 
(cut up 2,600). : 
96,364 31,404 7,550 22,200 


* Ares that will be affected by this line. 


535. If the proposed railway were constructed, would 
you be prepared to subdivide your land !—I should prob- 
ably go in for share-farming, but the position is uncertain. 

have -recently been reduced by 10,000 acres, and at 
present I do not feel inclined to cut up any more land. 
The Calleen suggestion serves the purpose of the proposed 
railway, and the line would be a good deal cheaper. 

536. In your opinion a line from Calleen to Monia Gap 
would serve the whole district best ?— Yes, 

537. Chairman.| What additional length of construction 
would tho take-off at Calleen mean ?—About 10 miles. 

538. Mr. Travers.| Do you suggest the railway should 
go to Naradban!—Yes. It would intersect the proposed 
line about 30 miles from Calleen. 

539. What special advantage has the line you suggest ?— 
Ti serves all the settlers referred to in my statement which 
the Ungarie line would cut out. 

540. The extra cost of the line you suggest would be 
about £50,000; do you think the interests to be served 
justify that additional expenditure{/—Yes. There are 
20,000 acres of first-class land to be served that would 
yield 100,000 bags of wheat, The other line would not 
serve that country. 

541. Would not a line from Wyalong to Monia Gap 
serve it!—-Yes, but there is the additional cost of the line 
from Wyalong. 


Walter Ferdinand Flohr, manager, Eurotha Station, near 
Yalgogrin, sworn, and examined :— 

542. Chairman.| How far from Yalgogrin is Eurotha 
station ?—Seven miles north-west, It is 10 miles south of 
the proposed line. 

543. df, Doe.] The furthest point on your property 
would not be more than 12 miles from the proposed line 1-— 
Yes, as the crow flies, but it is further by the road. 

544, What is the area of your holding !—80,600 acres of 
improvement leases and 12,000 acres of secured land. 

545. Is your 12,000 acres nearer the railway 1—No, it is 
further away. I advocate a line from Calleen to Monia 
Gap. Last year I farmed 1,200 acres myself and let 1,800 
acres on shares. 

546. What are the conditions under which you engage in 
share-farming /—I get one-third and the share-farmer gets 
two-thirds. I have the land prepared for the share-farmer 
ready for the plough, fenced, and watered. I also make 
‘him a concession that I pay his freight over 12 miles cn 
his share of the wheat as well as my own. 

547. How long have you been growing wheat ?—Since 
1917. In five years I have had only one failure. For the 
first three years I did not farm properly, yet I got 10 and 
12 bushels to the acre. During the last two years my 
average has been up to 18 bushels off fallowed ground. 

548, I take it your experience shows that you get better 
results by fallowing?/—Yes, it is the only farming that 
pays. That is winter fallowing. I cart my wheat to 
Winnunga. I have the following particulars of the harvest 
for three years :— 


Harvest, 1920. 


fo 8. dk bea de 
Eurotha wheat :—2,755 bags—229 tons 
at 22s. Gd, per ton ... ne ee 20 ie a O 
Share-farmers :—5,565 bags—46z tons at 
HeuOG per tom +. ae ie Lome oan O 
Carriage paid on crop, ee 430 17 6 
Harvest, 1921. 
Eurotha wheat :—7,850 bags—652 tons 
at 22s. 6d. per ton .. — vo Tee LO” Of 
Share-farmer:—113 tons at7s.6d.perton 42 6 8 
ers 776 16 3 
Harvest, 1922, 
Eurotha wheat :—2,800 bags—232 tons 
at 22s, Gd. per ton ... a 4 et 
Share-tarmers :—1,756 bags—146 tons at 
7s. 6d. per ton oer ter pee 54 15 0 
cna = 315 15 0 
Tf within 10 miles radins, a saving of £1,523 8 9 
£820 19s, 3d. would be effected 10.0 sicuseceeene 8£0 19 3 
Oe om Gi 


In addition, outward carriage—18 tons manure per year—54 tons ; 
50 bales bags—20 tons. Total, 74 tons at 228. Gd.—£85 Ys. 
If my land were within 10 miles of the railway I should 


save over £800 in carriage, 
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Wilnesses—¥, J. Scolt and W. F. Flohr, 13 February, 1923, 


519, Can you give the Committee an idea of what your 
owner would do with the 12,000 acres of freehold land if 
the railway were constructed?—My owner Kas informed 
me that he would be prepared to farm up to 5,000 or 6,000 
acres a year. Next year I shall put in 1,000 acres for our- 
selv We are putting the share-farmers off. 

55(), Do you consider it is not profitable to grow wheat 
further than 12 miles from the railway?—It has not paid 
us, with the concession I make. 

551. Is that concession general?—I know two or three 
places where the same concession is made. Mr. Johns, of 
Woollengough, makes it. 

552, What is the limit of distance from the railway at 
which wheat can be profitably grown ?—Ten miles. 

553. Are there not a number of farmers growing wheat 
successfully further than 10 miles from the line?—It is 
only an existence. They are not making a good living. 

554. Have you manytsheep on your holding !—Up to 
30,000. My country will run a sheep to 3 acres. It is 
improved grazing country, being ringbarked, watered, and 
netted. Under intense culture it would go 2 acres to a 
sheep. Our freehold is well improved, but not our lease- 
hold. Our western boundary goes to within 10 miles of 
Naradhan. 

555, Have the share-farmers 
successful ?— Yes, 

556. Have the same mon been working for you from the 
beginning t—One has. He has now started a place of his 
own. 

557, Have you done any continuous cropping !—No. 

558. What would be the extra distance if the railway 
were construsted from Calleen instead of Ungarie !—Ten to 
12 miles. I would like to see the line constructed as 
centrally as possible so as to avoid the mistake made with 
the Rankin Springs-Temora line. Once a railway 1s con- 
structed from Ungarie there will be no chance of getting # 
line constructed in between. 

559. What is a living area in your district for mixed 
farming }—From 1,000 to 1,200 acres within 8 or 10 miles 
of the railway. 

560. Is there any timber out there suitable for sleepers!— 
There are several ironbark ridges. There are 4,000 acres 
of forest reserve on Evrotha, They are big matured trees, 
and would be 7 or 8 miles from the proposed line. 
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561. Has any sleeper-cutting been done there ?—No. 

562. What capital does a man require to start farming 
in your district 1—He would require a decent plant worth 
about £400 ; and £300 or £400. 

563. What is the water supply out there ?—Both the 
catchment and holding are good. 

564. Have you had flag smut in wheati—No, 

565. Chairman.] According to your statement, freight 
alone has cost you about £1,600. What other expenses 
have you?— Wages for putting my cropin. 

566. I understand that growing wheat, together with 
share-farming, has not paid you }—That is so, 

567. Is that proof that wheat-farming does not pay 
in that locality 7—No, it is the distance we are from the 
railway that makes wheat-growing unprofitable. It does 
not pay me to grow wheat on the shares under present 
conditions. 


568. Did you make nothing out of it?}—Very little. I 
just about paid expenses. 

569. Mr. Cameron.] What is your opinion of the sugges- 
tion to take the line further north to avoid the hills ?— 
There is ideal wheat country out there, but there is diffi- 
culty in taking the line that way. The country on the 
other side of the range towards Monia Gap is quite as good 
as it is on this side, 

570, If it were possible to construct the line further 
north would it be a better line ?—Yes. 

571. What proportion of your 80,000 acres is suitable 
for wheat growing ?— Seventy-five per cent. You could 
clear most of it for 7s, or 10s. per acre, 
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Witnesses—F. J. Flohr, H. McFadyen, and D. T. Rankin, 13 February, and E. T. Clarke, 14 February, 1923. 


572. How much of that land would provide a living 
area 71,000 to 1,209 acres with the railway. 

573. What is its capital value?—8s. td. before we took 
it as improvement lease. It would be 30s. to £3 per acre 
with the railway. < 

574. I suppose it would be available at from 50s. to £2 
per acre according to its distance from the line !—Yes, the 
land is uniform in character. 

575. Mr. Drummond.| Supposing the railway branched 
off at Calleen how would it affect the settlers between 
there and Lake Cargellico within the 12 mile limit !—They 
would be just as well served. The Calleen line meets the 
proposed line 4 or 5 miles further up. 

576. Are farmers in your district carting their own 
wheat to the railway /—Yes, they have to, because they 
have not the ready cash with which to pay the teamsters. 
I have share-farmers who have paid to have their wheat 
carted, but with an inferior crop they cannot afford to do 
so. Itis a big handicap to a farmer to have to cart his 
wheat to the rail further than 10 miles. 


Harold McFadyen, grazier and farmer, near Calleen, sworn 
and examined :— 


577. Mr. Burke.| Which route do you favour !—That 
from Calleen. ‘There are a number of farmers south of 
Bolagamy station, in the Mildil district, who now have to 
cart their wheat from 12 to 16 miles to the railway, and 
who are never likely to have a line any closer to them if 
the railway is constructed from Ungarie, yet their land is 
some of the best for wheat. Some cart their wheat to 
Calleen, others to Rankin Springs, and others to Wyalong, 
15 or 16 miles. 

578. What is the extent of the holdings in that district ? 
—Most are about 2,000 acres. 

579, Are they well under cultivation /—Seme are, some 
are not. Most have a fair bit of cultivation. 

580. What area do you hold !—922 acres, which is most 
suitable for farming. I had 500 acres under crop last year 
on the shares. About 1,000 to 1,200 acres cut there is a 
good living area. 

581. How long have you been on your holding ?—I 
selected it in 1918, after coming home from the war. 

582. Personally you would be just as well served by the 
Ungarie line ?—Yes.—I have no claims to a new railway, 


but knowing the district from Calleen as well as J do I 
think the people who live there are justified in asking that 
the line should go that way. 

583. Are you fallowing the land ?—Yes. 

584, What yield have you averaged !—In 1921 ten bags, 
and last year seven bags. 


Donald Thomas Rankin, farmer and grarier, Westwood, 
West Wyalong, sworn and examined :— 


585. Mr. Mahony.] How long have you resided in the 
district !—Thirty-one years. I hold 984 acres, and have 
about 550 under cultivation. The year after I returned 
from the war the crop was a failure, but since then I have 
had three fair seasons. During the four years I have 
averaged a little over 9 bushels to the acre. 

586. Do you favour the route of the proposed line as 
shown on the map !—I think the settlers would be bene- 
fited more if the starting point were at Calleen as there 
would be less mileage over the through line to Sydney. 

587. Such a line would cost about £50,000 more !—I 
think it would benefit the settlers to a greater extent, and 
increased production within five years would pay for the 
additional cost. 

588. What is a fair distance to be from the railway !— 
8 miles. By starting the line at Calleen you would have a 
line situated centrally between two lines. 

589, Where would you link up the line with the route 
shown on the map!—Somewhere about Blairgowrie. People 
with small holdings should be closer to the railway. With 
the larger holdings it does not matter so much, 

590. Mr. Doe.| In some districts where the properties 
are large and it is difficult to get around by the road, the 
farmers make arrangements to pass through one another’s 
property, and so find a more direct route to the railway. 
Is anything of that nature done here !—_No. 

591. Would it not be a good thing ?—I do not think so. 
A. heavy load crossing a man’s paddock in wet weather 
would cut the place up. There are some men who would 
not be concerned about cutting up another man’s ground 
in damp weather. I do not know of any case in this dis- 
trict of that being done. I have done a good deal of carry- 
ing in my time, and I know that is the feeling. A man’s 
main desire is to deliver his wheat at the siding, and get 
his cheque. 


WEDNESDAY, 14 FEBRUARY, 1923. 


{The Committee met in the Council Chambers, West Wyalong. | 


Vresent:— 
Tue Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuatrmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis MicuarL, Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dos, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to Monia 
Gap. 


Edward Thomas Clarke, farmer and grazier, Calleen, sworn 
and examined :— 


592. Chairman.| I understand that you favour the pro- 
posed railway taking off at Calleen /—Yes ; to go towards 
Monia Gap. Such a line would not be quite so expensive as 
the Wyalong route, and although it would be more expensive 
than the Ungarie route it would serve more country. 

593. Ten miles out from Calleen the country is already 
served by the Carjellico line!—Yes, to a certain extent, 
but that applies wherever tlie line takes off. 

594, What area in your district would enable a farmer 
to make a fair living?—1,000 acres would be ample. I 
had 2,560 acres, and would have been better off with a 
smaller area, 


595. Have you resided long in the district ?—Thirty-two 
years. . 

596. What is the average yield in the district?—15 
bushels. I have grownan average of 16 bushels for the last 
éight years, not including the 1914 drought. Including that, 
about 14 bushels. As we goon we geta better average. It 
is twenty-four years since I went in for wheat-growing, and 
during the last twenty years wheat has been successfully 
grown here. I run afew-sheep on my property, and I pay 
£800 or £900 a year in wages, so that I think I am doing 
as much for the country in growing wheat as if I sold the 
land. 

597. Mr. Drummond.] What system did you follow in 
1914 ?—No fallow. 
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598. If you had fallowed the land, would you have got 
the same crop in that year as you did in other years ?— 
Yes, probably ; only one year in thirty years have we not 
had a crop in my district. 

599. How far are you from the railway 1—3 miles. 

600. If-the line were taken off at Calleen and linked up 
with the proposed line 10 miles from Ungarie, would the 
settlers within 10 or 12 miles of Calleen be brought within 
the influence of the railway ?—Yes. Such a line would 
serve a greater number of settlers, and would run through 
gantry equally as good as the country along the proposed 

ine. 


Leslie Frederick Douglas, grazier and farmer, Merringreen, 
West Wyalong, sworn and examined :— 


601. Mr. Burke.| Do you favour the suggestion that the 
proposed line towards Monia Gap should take off at Calleen ? 
— Yes. 

602. Will you make a statement giving your reasons !— 
The advantage of taking the line off at Calleen is that it 
would serve more settlement. If it goes from Ungarie a 
’ considerable number of settlers living been Calleen and the 

Rankin Springs line will be cut off for all time. Nine 
miles out from Ungarie on the southern side of the pro- 
posed line there is no one to be served. The Calleen line 
would serve that district just as well. 

603. How many settlers outside the 12-miles radius 
would be affected if the line were run from Ungarie ?— 
Twenty at least. There are other settlers in that district 
whom I do not know. As far as we personally are con- 
cerned the Ungarie line serves us. One end of our pro- 
perty is well served under present conditions. I suggest 
the Calleen line in fairness to other men who are not now 
served, and who will be cut off for all time if the line is 
constructed as proposed. If you run the line from Ungarie 
to Monia Gap you will have dead haulage for 12 or 15 
miles which would be cut out if the line went from Calleen. 

604. You refer to longer railage to Sydney !—Yes, 

605. Would there be much difference in mileage if the 
line took off at Calleen ?7—10 or 12 miles. 

606. What is the extent of your holding ?—8,931 acres. 

607. Have you much land under wheat ?—In 1920-21 
we cultivated 1,600 acres of wheat which yielded 12,633 
bags, or 34,803 bushels. Our rainfall in 1920 was: 
August, 222 points; September, 224; October, 139; 
November, 14i ; December, 409. From June to December 
we had 1,762 points. The to'al rainfall for the year was 
1,956 points. The average from April to October was 
1,323 points. In 1921-22 we had a late crop of wheat 
which went 6,076 bags or 17,916 bushels. We got 475 
hags of oats off 56 acres. The rainfall to May was 721 
points ; in June, 320; July, 54; August, 146; September, 
153 ; October, 156; November, 25; and December, 715 ; 
when there were floods, The total for the year was 
2,309 points; and from April to October, 1,305 points. 
In 1922-23 we had 1,050 acres cultivated for wheat on 

~ shares. It was a dry year,and we got a late crop of 2,991 
bags, or 8,520 bushels. The rainfall from January to May 
was 446 points; June, 108 points; July, 142 points; 
August, 74 points; September, 108 points ; October, 124 
points ; November, nil ; December, 270 points ; or a total 
of 1,374 points. From April to October we got 814 points. 
Cartage has cost us as follows :—1920-21, £584 2s. 6d., 
at rate of ls. 5d. per ton per mile; 1921-22, £303 5s., at 
rate of ls. 3d. per ton per mile; 1922-93, £143 5s. 10d., 
at rate of ls. 8d. per ton per mile, or per bushel 4:246d. to 
rail siding. ‘lo that has to be added freight to Sydney, 
371 miles from Ungarie, cartage on manure, ‘206d., or total 
cartage 4:452d. per bushel. In October, 1921, a bore was 
sunk on our property, when water was obtained at 220 feet, 
and the bore was carried to 251 feet. A supply of 7,000 
to 8,000 gallons per day was obtained The nature of the 
water is exceptionally good, carrying practically no mineral 
substances. 

608. What is a living area in your district !—900 acres 
at least. A man could then crop 450 acres and have 
450 acres in fallow. He requires about 100 acres for grass 
country for his horses, 


Witnesses—E. T. Clarke and L. F. Douglas, 14 February, 1923. 


609. What amount of capital does a farmer require 
when starting farming on unimproved land in the Ungarie 
district ?—If the Government find him the land I would 
say at least £700 to £900 on 1,000 acres. On the better 
class country he would do well on 900 acres if he farmed 
properly by fallowing the land half in and half out. 

610, You are of opiniou that the line should take off at 
Calleen as it would serve a greater number of settlers and 
because there would be further haulage to Sydney by 
taking off at Ungarie ?—Yes. 

611. Have you any other reason why the line should 
take off at Calleen 7—No, except the settlers along the other 
line are already served to a point 9 miles out. 

612. Mr. Cameron.| Would a line from Calleen increase 
settlenent out there?—Yes. There is country out there 
which eventually will be subdivided. 

613. Mr. Mahony.| What is a fair distance to cart 
wheat to the railway !—Ten miles is the limit. 

614. If there were good roads could not the Bolagamy 
and Mildil settlers overcome their present difficulty !— 
That is a slender reed to depend on. 

615. To construct good roads would cost a good deal 
less than the railway /—The roads are al! right in most 
cases. 

616. Mr. Doe.] What area do you cultivate !—We work 
2,500 acres. We have from 1,200 to 1,500 acres of fallow 
land in every year. ‘toy 

617. Are you increasing your cultivation area t— 
1,500 acres will be the limit which we shall allow one man 
to work as it is quite sufficient for him. We'shall not 
allow the share farmer to sow wheat except on fallowed 
land. Half our country is allowed to lie fallow every 
other year, 

618. How long have you been there?—About three 

ears. : 
: 619. Do you propose to put all your wheat land under 
cultivation ?—We cannot do it ourselves. It does not pay 
us to put it all under at present. 

620, You are within about 7 miles of the railway !—The 
centre of the property is about 8 miles from the line, but 
most of it is nearly 10 miles away. We allow the carriers 
an average of 10 miles as the rate for which we pay them. 

621. Have you any scheme for subdivision 1—At present 
we have 3,000 acres on the market. We put it up to the 
Government three times, but it has not looked at it, so far. 

622. Did you state any price ’—No, we have not done 
that. We were simply told that the Government was not 
doing anything with it. ; ; 

623. Is it improved country }—Yes, with all timber 
rung. It has two good tanks, is netted, and 183 acres are 
cleared for the plough. 

624. Mr. Drummond.] I understand that general bores 
are not plentiful in this district ?—No, farmers have not 
gone in for them. ; 

625. In your opinion, water is available?—Yes. Good 
sub-artesian water can be obtained. 

626. Soft water?—Yes, beautiful water, very hard to 
detect from rainwater. 

627. What does it cost to sink a bore?—We paid 23s. 6d. 
a foot cased, with no water no payment. 

628. Are there large areas of agricultural land within 
the influence of the Calleen line which are not farmed at 
present /—Yes, there are properties there suitable for sub- 
division. 

629. A witness has stated that he holds 80,000 acres of 
Crown Jand in the vicinity of the suggested line. Do you 
know that land?—Yes, it is good agricultural land. 

630. From your experience of farming, what do you 
consider is a reasonable distance for a farmer to be from a 
railway /—10 miles by road. 

631. If you are hauling 5 miles to the line, is there not 
a flat rate /—8s. a ton up to the first 6 miles, and for every 
additional mile over the first 6 miles the cost is 1s. 3d. a 
ton per mile. te 

632. Should timber be rung and dead before it is cleared, 
in order to get the best results from the land 1— Yes. 

633. You are of opinion that if the proposed railway 
were deviated at Calleen it would serve a greater number 
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Witnesses— 
of settlers than the proposed line serves ?—Decidedly. ma 
of the large land-holders are willing to subdivide thei 
land if the conditions are fair. 

634. If the suggestion to take the line off at Calleen 
were adopted are there any settlers on the proposed route 
who would be adversely placed 7—None at all. 

635. Mr. Doe] What is the depth of your bore 
feet. We struck water at 220 feet. The water rises 
feet in the casing. 

636. As to the difficulty of the roads owing to the 
right-angle turnings, would you favour the roads radiating 
from some central point, such as Wyalong, instead of 
having the rectangular system !—It would be all right if 
it were practicable, 
country. In surveying new country that system would be 
all right. 

637. Could not something in that connection be done 
in country already settied so as to shorten up the roads ?— 
No, it would cost too much. 

638. Would not the advantage outweigh the 
do not think so, 


—251 
Jo 


cost ?—I 


639, Could not a series of exchanges be made with 
advantage ?—Tkat might be possible. 
John Cattle, farmer and grazier, West Wyalong, 


sworn, and examined :— 


resided in’ the 
is 10 miles west 


640. Chairman.) How long have you 
district /~Twenty-six years. My property 
of Wyalong. I hold 4,200 acres. 

641. What line do you favour?-—That from West 
Wyalong to Monia Gap. Such a line would run equally 
distant between Lake Carjellico and the Barmedman-- 
Rankin Springs lines. It would serve a number of settlers 
and open up a lot of new country, now in its virgin state. 

_ 642. Where on the Pipe line from Ungarie to Monia 
Gap would your suggested line from Wyalong connect ?— 
Close to Blair Gowrie. 

643, Have you considered that the extra cost would be 
from £100,000 to £120,000, Do you think it would be 
justified ?--Yes, because it would open up a lot of ae 
apeieey between the Ungarie and Rankin Springs lin 

é would serve all the Crown lands in that centre. 

644, The evidence before the Committee is that the 
Crown lands in the district would be served by the line 
from Ungarie to Monia Gap?—Further westward they 
would be. 

645. The settlers to be served by the line you suggest 
‘would not be served by a railway from Ungarie ;—would 
there be many settlers to be served }—'wenty or twenty- 
five. I believe a line from Wyalong is justified. 

646. How many acres have you under cullivation ?— 
3,500. My place is 9 miles from Calleen. For ae 
years my average yield has been 14 bushels 28 lb. per acre 
year in and year out. 

647. 
may be a shade better than that. 

648. Is your holding a fair sample of the country to be 
served by the line 1—Mine is rather better than the aver age. 

649. What is the carrying capacity of the country }~ 
Mine will carry a sheep to 2 acres. I have 1,800 sheep at 
the present time. 

650. You are carrying almost as many sheep as those 
who do not go in for agriculture ?—I can carry practically 
as many. 

651. Mr. Drummond.} Do the farmers in yor 
adopt up-to-date methods 1—No. 

652. Where they have fallowed land have the resu.ts 
been better 1—Yes. 


district 


hn a nn pe, 


John Peter Clements, wheat farmer, West Wyalong, 
sworn, and examined :— 


653 Mr. Cameron.| How far from West Wyalong is 
your holding ?—Twelve miles west. I favour a line from 
West Wyalong to Monia Gap, as it would open up a lot of 
good country, and would serve settlers between West 
Wyalong and the country towards Yalgogrin, 


ut it is not practicable in our settled - 


Is that a fair average yield for the district —It | 


a5 


L. F. Douglas, J. Catile, J. P. Clements, P, H. Thomas, and J. G. Meacham, 14 February, 1923. 


654. That would mean a longer line and extra cost of 
over £100,000 1—Yes, but it would be justified, as it would 
pass through good land and serve farmers who have been 
growing wheat in that district for some time. 
out here is subject to dry spells. If you have your teams 
on the road you cannot attend to your fallow. 

655. Where would your suggested line strike the pro- 
posed line shown on the plan?—Abont 39 miles out. If 
the Ungarie proposal is carried out we shall be cut out for 
all time. 

656. Would a line from West Wyalong serve more 
settlement !--Yes, people would clear more land and put 
share-farmers on. 

657. What is your opinion of the Calleen suggestion 1~ 
It leaves a good few settlers not served. 

638. A line from Calleen would ba 10 miles shorter than 

a line from Wyalong !—A direct line from Wyalong would 
serve more settlers 

659. What is the tenure of your land ?—Cenditional 
purchase, highly improved. 


Phillip Harry Thomas, farmer, West Wyalong, sworn, 

and ex carsinede — 

660. Mr, Mahony.| What area do you hold?—2,000 
acres at Mildil, The railway would reduce thé cost of 
carriage and give us a little more money to spend, 

661. What is a fair distance to haul wheat to the rail 

way !—Not more than 10 miles. 

662. Would the Calleen sugge eee serve you?—It 
would be of great advantage. T recommend a line from 
West Wya long. IT have prepared 4s following state- 
ment :— 

There is a very large area of magnificent Crown lands suitable 


for wheat-growing along the Wy: along road, much of which can be 


made ready for the plough ata very few shillings cost per acre. A 
man with the will to win has a very good chance of success on I ,900 
acres by adopting up-to-date methods of farming, aided by a ‘few 
sheep. He requires about £1,000 capital. 

The West Wyalong Railway League advocate an extension from 
West Wyalong, as the lme would be equi-distant from the two 
existing railways, and would benefit old and new settlers alike, 

The cost of road carriage is 15s. per ton. I paid £276 for that 
service for 1921-22 crop. Ihave 2,00) acres on Mildil, and have 
lived there sixteen years. We have good water-sheds and good 
holding ground. ‘Tne timber is white box, pine, and oak. My 
residence is i2 miles (about equi-distant) from Calleen and West 
aa. I have 1,450 acres under cultivation, and usually crop 
50) to 12,000 acres with bea tie a purple straw, Canberra, and 
Gluyas. "The rainfall is 18 inches, Ia 1920-2i I er. pped 550 acres, 
the yield being 2,623 bags, equal to five bags. In 1921-22 I cropped 
909 acres, the yield being 6,313 bags, equal ‘to seven bags. The capital 
value is 163. 8d. Possible value of lan id, £1 per acre. Probably 
£1 per acre would be added to the value with the railway. If the 
West Wyalong proposal is not adopted then an extension from 
Calleen would be most advant ageous to me and others. 

I desire to refer to Mr. Osborne’s admirable scheme of Cominunity 
Settlement, which arrested the attention of Sir George Fuller and 
the Parliamentary party on their recent visit to this district. The 
scheme embraces railway facilities, convenient roads, schools and 
playgrounds, a motor means of bringing children to and from school, 
a domestic water supply, electricity, and the telephone. Itis rightly 
thought that by these advantages life in the bush will be made more 
endurable, particularly for women and children, It is also claimed 
for it that it is likely to counteract the lare to the city. The scheme 
to my mind is less a vision than was the aeroplane and the sub- 
marine, and, like them, will materialise. The Rail yay Commis- 
sioners say that for the first 20 miles from West W yalong this great 
boon shall not be enjoyed by resident farmers and their posterity 
because of their desire to economise, but the Commissioners are here 

to-day and gone to-morrow, while the land is tenanted for all time. 


John George Meacham, wheat-farmer, near West Wyalong, 
sworn, and examined : — 


663. Jfr, Drummond.| Have you been long in the dis- 
trict ‘_—Fifteen years, during which time I have grown 
wheat. I have had a fairly successful time right thro ugh, 
Twelve or 13 bushels has been the average right through, 
For the last few years I have fallowed the land and used 
fertiliser, and my results have been better. 
wheat to Wyalong station, 14.miles. I believe the country: 
would be better served if the line went off at Calleen. — 

664. If the line were taken off at Ungarie would it 
encourage increased settlement and wheat-farming in the 
districts through which it passed {—I believe it would, 


The country - 


I cart my* 


R 
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Witness—J. G. Meacham and W. C. Lloyd, 14 February, and P, B. Pearson, 1 Match, 1923, 


665. What is the value of land, rung and dead and 
securely fenced, with water supply, in your district ?— 
About £3 per acre. 

666. What is a reasonable distance to cart wheat to the 
railway ?—Not more than 10 miles. 


William Charles Lloyd, farmer and grazier, Lancewood, 
near West Wyalong, sworn, and examined :— 

667. If. Doe.] What area do you hold ?—2,014 acres. 
IT have about 850 acres cleared, and have been there 
almost twelve years. 

668. What is a fair living area in your district ?— From 
1,200 to 1,500 aercs, Iam 15 miles west of Wyalong, on 
the Yalgogrin-road, 


2 


669. Would a line from Ungarie to Monia Gap serve 
the most interests?—No, I think it should go south of 
Ungarie. It would be better to go from West Wyalong. 
Tt would finish the job. West of Bolagamy there is some 
of the best farming country. So far, have farmed only 
haphazard fashion. If the railway came within 10 miles 
of my place I would farm practically the whole of my cul- 
tivation area, and [ believe most other farmers would do 
the same. 


670. Where should the line take off for Naradhan or 
Monia Gap?—At West Wyalong. If the railway does 
not go from Wyalong it should go from Calleen. If it 
goes from Ungarie there will be further agitation in a few 
years for a railway to serve the other country, 


TAURSDAY, | MARCI, 1923. 


Present: 


Tus Hox. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuairmay). . 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperrt Manony. 
Francois Mictrart Burxer, Esq. 


Winiiam Camrnon, Esq. 
Brian Jaues Doz, Ege. 
Day Henry Drvsixsconn, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Ungarie to Monia Gap, 


Parkin Benjamin Pearson, compiler, Bureau of Statistics, 
sworn, and examined :— 

671. Chairman.| I understand you have the usual 
statistical statement in reference to the proposed line of 
railway from Ungaric to Monia Gap?—Yes, it is as 
follows :— 

AGRICULTURAL, PasToran, and Dargyine Sraristics. 
Holdings of 1 acre and upwards.used for agricultural and pastoral 


purposes. 

os Area occupied. & zg 

4) ER 

Police Patrol! Districts Season Bs ae 
ie Alienated. oe As é 3 

’ } 

No. {| acres, acres, | acres. 
1919-20 | 35 57,668 | 129,382 | 5,36) 
Yalgogrin (part) } 1920-21 | 32 | 67,553 | 117,287 | 5,909 
; 1921-22 34 78,703 90,862 | 8,355 
é 2 1919-20 21 58,684 | 711,817 | 1,346 
Lake geen — 1920-21 | 22 | 60,087 | 711,897 | 1,232 
Pat’) (| 1921-22 | 98 | 71,663 | 717,678 | 2,293 

1919-20 2 809 78,320 Vi 
Hillston (part) ay 1920-22 2 $00 75,320 140 
1921-22 15 36,994 45,350 270 
1919-29 58 117,242 | 916,519 | 6,876 
Summary. oo... } 1920-21 | 56 | 128,540 | 904,504 | 7,281 
1921-22 17 187,360 | 853,890 |10,918 


Other 


Wheat. eg Tlay 
Police Patrol ee eit : 
District. eoHon Ss 
Area. | Yield. | Area. | Yield.’ Area. | Yield Es 2 
. Acres.) Bugh. | Acs. |Buzh.} Acs. | Tons. | Acs. 
‘5 : 4 1919-20 259 372 er re 10 Nil. | 5,100 
Yalgogrin (part).. 4 | 1920-21 | 5,122 | 92,001 | 50 | 570 (SE Vt 206 ha, 
( 1921-22 | 71465 | 997518] 20 | 300 | ero] ‘oss | 1) 
- 4 1919-20 320 eit te a 80 Nil. 916 
Lake Cargelligo i 1920-21 955 | 18,102 30 im Qu7 380 ie 
(part) 1921-22 | 1,987 25,501 306 417 
1912-20]. = dm ch ves Bs ie 170 
Hil’ ston (part)... 1 1926-21 it 1,824 oe 60 
1921-22 210 3,570 60 60 r 
1919-29 570 372 ee a 90 | Nil, 3,216 
Summary ........ \ 1920-21 | 6,205 | 111,927 | 50 | 570 | 1,026 | 1,726 9 
1921-22 | 9,662 | 128,639 | 20 | 300 | 1,286] 1,411] |. 


Live Stock at 30th June. Wool Preducticn , 
Wool Production 
Police Patrol 2 | wich! A he 

olice Patro . a Ailc eat logue ended 80tna June 
iasteick: Year. g Gown ae KUT y Oy Neh bot. eps aie aaa reer ee 

ree oer Sheep | Greasy 

Stcrn, | Wool. 

No. | No. | No. No. Xo. No. Ib, 
( 1929 328 19 511 | 38,242 21 38,45 | 252,503 
Yalgegrin (Part) ..+ | 1921 383 497 | 22,447 16 17,900 | 113,426 
t 1922 408 40 874 | 31,848 20 25,000 | 157,605 
1 aR pe 1920 274 a 734 | 68,690 10 74.785 | 622,660 
Lake ee 1721 | 308 | 4 | 2,350] 82,921 | 10 | 73,855 | 479,771 
1922 339 21 2,086 | 67,593 23 79,233 | 633,682 
F ( 1920 20 3 aa 609 ee 538 3,766 
Huilston (Part) ....< | 1921 22 4 31 783 es §54 8,638 
() 1922] 61 5 50] 1,008 | .. 563 | 2,554 
( 1620 572 33 1,838 |100,541 31 113,788 | 878,961 
BummMIary 4. ees < | 1921 713 8 2,878 |106,151 25 92,309 | 5¢8,835 
( 1922 856 | 63 | 3,010 |100,539 EB 104,799 | 793,821 


Production during Year 
: aye | ended 30.h June. 
Police? Patrol District. Year. 

Butter. Bacon, &¢c, 

Ib 1b. 
1920 590 950 

Yalgogrin (part).......00. Reiner LRG OO ete oie a mee ‘ 

1922 2,698 Rag: 

1920 BS Yay FE — eee 
Lake Cargelligo (part) ......... 1921 280 700 
1922 1,074 310 
192 156 240 

Frillatda (pant eins. scares 1921 ba gies. Or 
1922 1,508 820 
1920 1,501 1,190 
PUMUARY sorts d apes teedtion asks 1921 616 700 
1922 5,280 1,130 
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Witnesses—. P. B. Pearson, 1 March, and J. E. H. Kennedy, 2 March, 1923. 


Area series based on alienated area of holdings. 


Acres 

LOY to (200 era pene. apa We ees eRe Re are tale nee sraea reyes 
201 ,, B00. 5 cu eaes cial ass Selo seo menne daa cetice en een tee 
301 ,; AOD ccocastesis neh cure ieenteedie ccueres neural pee a eee 
401 50 BOO -civsasssucemes succueecc-cassuasscetccraen nseaeneentone 
SOL Gs \ BOO ele, aktecoetsessatsaeetaeretatees ocoeee eee crentee 
601 ,, TOO, Hiesseraesa ee seresssaciase euaevtvehecan ace eee 
701 ,, BOOS vi ascusentureusetuste imunentedemelonh crakear eee 
SOL RS 1, O00 aa, cto adver acnticnsascateeiredouneetacueraeeee 
TQ013; 9) 3 D00 Cesrsosteeee ers  denantty user teiven OruMem Con eicee sere 
1,501 5 712; 000 5 cctacacuenmattactsnacstesyasencmaney aeobaeme rem mieetere 
ZOOL 43,000 Aisestwnmaaecsccedarseacannassy <coreenseceeeesemee nant 
MOE oh CRUUON snncontcsancosnae addin aendn nasa nus capone meeeuneeree 
4,001 505,000 cect ranngscacpetsssayseeae sve ceeee reese 
BOOT i 2 O00. as apt accheetswapmanicuertsenencutarcetGeene ea eease 
FSCLT,, 10000 seewicvtarser ys tecccycsqancscocae wiaceeuceiaee nee 
ICON spe UE NO seticancoaas: ouasnog BU BRER ONS beatag phones onbo Wea 
Overs 15/000 acres Sire. atescce auntie nesuesaocanans enna caeiertie 
Totaliprivate holdings wees ence een heneeeeere ae 
Holdiugs consisting of Crown lands only ...,. ............06 
Boh Wek tenenn to eernoncindancmaMsordsAsnonn anne atoricne nt 


Ho.pinas of 1 acre and upwards used for Agricultural and Pastoral Purposes. 


| 
| 
| 


Area occupied. 


Eeese. C Lands attached 

: Ww nds attache 

Alienated. to alignated holds 
No. Acres. Acres. 
4 713 12,000 
3 714 330 
2 750 870 
2 920 1,180 

2 1,108°° °° eee 
4 2,560 7,680 
3 2 226 44,860 
2 1,874 127,695 
ll 14,969 75,925 
13 22,784 8,570 
i 17,526 24,291 
2 7,085 13,125 
3 15,092 13,200 
3 19,180 3,840 
2 15,647 | = 

y 23,525 46,000 
2 40,672 419,697 
67 187,360 829,263 
10) DB OS wid SEL seecee 24,627 
ae 187,360 853,890 


672. Mr. Travers.| What area of country have you 
taken for those figures ?—T'welve miles from the surround- 
ing railways and a little less as regards the railway that 
runs to J ake Cargelligo. 

673, And where that was not practicable you divided 
the country *—Yes. 


674. Mr. Doe.| Do those figures take in a distance of 
12 miles beyond the terminus of the proposed line 3—Yes, 
that is the Hillston portion, 

675, Those figures which relate to holdings would hardly 
come into Hillston?!—To the patrol district, but not to the 
town, 


FRIDAY, 2 MARCH, 1923. 
Present :— 
Tue Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Caatrmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosperr Matioyxy. 
Fraxcis MicuagrL, Burke, Esq. 


WitiramM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from 
Ungarie to Monia Gap. 


John Edmond Harold Kennedy, chief draftsman, Depart- 
ment of Lands, sworn, and examined :— 


676. Chairman.| I understand you have a statement 
concerning the area that would be served by the proposed 
line ?—Yes, it ts as follows :-— 

Limits of Affected Area. 


According to instructions received, the limits of the area which 
would be influenced by the construction of the proposed railway, 
Ungarie to Monia Gap, have been restricted to 12 miles from each 
side of the proposed line, and are shown on map produced by a firm 
red band. On account of the existing railways, Wyalong to Lake 
Cargelligo, Griffith to Hillston, and Barmedman to Rankin’s Springs, 
the limits referred to on the eastern and parts of the northern, 
south-western, and southern sides of the affected area are indicated 
on map about midway between these existing railways and the onc 
proposed. 

The 12-mile zone is shown on parts of the northern, western, 
and southern sides of the proposed line. Extension beyond the 
other limits indicated, to cover that zone on each side of the pro- 
posed railway, would include lands within the sphere of the existing 
railway lines mdicated. 

Concerning the lands within the limits shown the following par- 
ticulars are submitted :— 


Untenanted Crown Lands. 


The untenanted Crown lands amount to about 120,500 acres, part 
of which, about 118,200 acres, was from time to time set apart, 
under the provisions of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, 
and Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Act, 1916, between March, 1918, 
and December, 1922, for the following forms of tenure ;— 


About 1,1C0 acres for Additional Holdings, about 13,500 
acres for Homestead Farms, about 1,700 acres for Additional 
Homestead Farms, and about 50,300 acres for Homestead 


Farms for returned soldiers only, in county of Dowling ; about 
34,600 acres and about 17,000 acres for Homestead Farms and 
Homestead Farms for returned soldiers only, respectively, in 
county of Nicholson. In addition to the above areas, about 
56,000 acres of lands held under Occupation License have also 
been set apart in counties of Dowling, Nicholson, and Cooper, 
i.c., about 33,600 acres for Homestead Farms for Returned 
Soldiers only and about 22,400 acres for Crown Leases for 
Returned Soldiers only, making a grand total of about 174,200 
acres of lands set apart. 


Out of the total area of Crown lands available for settlement the 
following areas have been lately applied for :—About 30,300 acres 
as Homestead Farms, about 1,300 acres as Additional Homestead 
Farms, about 22,200° acres as Homestead Farms for returned 
soldiers, and about 10,600 acres as Crown Leases for returned 
soldiers ; making in all about 64,400 acres applied for. No con- 
firmation of applications have yet been reported at head office. 


Country.—Level to gently undulating, intersested by rough, 
stony ridges. No permanent natural water supply, but 
good tank and bore sites available. 

Soil.—Generally good red loam, with clay subsoil ; stony along 
ridges. Suitable for grazing or agriculture (wheat and hay). 

Timber.—Pine, box, yarran, oak, currajong, ironbark, wilga, 
belar, needlewood, currawong, and mountain gum, with 
belts of dense whipstick mallee, and spinifiex, 


Forest Reserves. 
There are six Forest Reserves having a total acreage of about 
7,500 acres. ‘Two of these reserves, which are only partly within 


the limits of the affected area, have bzen dedicated as State forests, 
and the combined area involved is only about 1,100 acres. 


Country : Generally level to undulating with a few stony, rocky 
ridges. No natural permanent water, but good tank sites. 

Soil: Generally good red sandy loam, gravelly in parts, suitable 
for grazing or agriculture (wheat and hay). 


Timber: Pine, box, oak, yarran, wilga, belah, ironbark, gum, 
currawong, needlewood, kurrajong, with patches of inallee. 
There is good prospective value in pine, but other timbers 
are of little commercial value. 


Improvement Leases. 


There are six Improvement Leaserx and part of another, with an 
aggregate area of about 57,300 acres, about 3,400 acres of which is 
covered by reserves. One of these leases, however (Improvement 
Lease 845, parish of Carilla, county of Nicholson) of about 9,100 
acres expired on 12th January, 1923, thus leaving six Improvement 
Leases within the affected area to deal with. 


Term.—The remaining six leases have each twenty-eight years’ 
tenure. One of these leases has about eight years to run, 
two have each about twelve years, and three have each 
fifteen years more to run. 

Rentals.—The rents range from ‘72d. per acre (Improvement 
Lease 1,183, parish of Thulloo) to 1°78d. per acre (Improve- 
ment Lease 1,827, parish of Contarlo), both in county of 
Dowling. 

Scrub Leases. 
There are two Scrub leases wholly covered by reserves, one of 
which is partly within the limits of the affected area; they have a 
total acreage of about 15,000 acres. 


Term.—Both these leases have a tenure of twenty-one years ; 
one has about seven years, and the other about eight years 
more to run. 

Rentals.—The rent of one lease (Scrub Lease 271, parish of 
Currawong, county of Dowling) is ld. per acre, and that of 
the other (Scrub Lease 291, parish of Regent, also in 
county of Dowling) is 4d. per acre. 


Power of withtrawal by the Crown for purposes of settlement. 


In the six Improvement Leases referred to above, the Crown, 
under the conditions embodied therein, has power of withdrawal 
for purposes of settlement without compensation, except for lessee’s 
interest in improvements on the land so withdrawn, as follows :— 


In one lease (Improvement Lease 1,183) the Crown has power to 
withdraw the whole or any part or parts of the lease after ten 
years from commencement thereof, 7.¢., after 20th May, 1913. 


In two leases (Improvement Leases 1,583 and 1,584) the Crown 
has power to withdrawn the whole, or any part, or parts of the 
lease after fifteen years from ity commencement, i.c., after 
13th May, 1922, or in the event of a railway being constructed 
within 20 miles of the leased land. 


In two leases (Improvement Leases 1,807 and 1,812) the Crown 
has power to withdraw the whole, or any part, or parts, after 
fourteen years from commencement of former leasc, and after 
fifteen years from commencement of the latter, i.¢., after 
10th October, 1923, and 30th November, 1924, respectively ; or, in 
the event of a railway being constructed within 25 miles of 
Improvement Lease 1,807 and 2) miles of Improvement Lease 1,812; 
or, if, in the opinion of the Minister, the land is suitable for 
agriculture (part of these leases has already been withdrawn 
therefore) ; or, if any covering reserves, in the Minister’s opinion, 
becomes useless. 

In one Lease (Improvement Lease 1,827) the Crown has power to 
withdrawn the whole, or any part, or parts, after ten years from 
its commencement, 7.¢., after 23rd January, 1920; or, in the event 
of a railway being constructed within 15 miles of the land leased ; 
or, if, in the opinion of the Minister, the land is suitable for 
agriculture. 


In the two Scrub Leases mentioned above (Scrub Leases 271 and 
291) the Crown, under the conditions governing them, has power to 
withdraw for purposes of settlement without compensation, except 
for Lessee’s interest in improvements on land, so withdrawn, the 
whole, or any part, or parts thereof, after fifteen years from 
commencement of Scrub Lease 27], and after ten years from 
commencement of Scrub Lease 291, 7.e., after 15th June, 1924, and 
23rd November, 1919, respectively; or, in the event of railway 
being constructed within 20 miles of the leased land ; or, if, in the 
opinion of the Minister, the land is suitable for agriculture. 

It will be noted that quite apart from any other conditions 
governing Improvement Leases 1,183, 1,583, 1,584 and 1,827, and 
Serub Lease 291, the whole, or any part, or parts thereof can be 
withdrawn at any time now. 

It may be pointed out, however, that apart altogether from what- 
ever specific conditions regarding withdrawals for purposes of 
settlement may be embodied in the instruments covering the 
Improvement and Scrub Leases herein, the Crown has also a general 
power under the Closer Settlement (Amendment) Act, 1912, as 
amended by the Closer Settlement (Amendment) Act, 1914, to 
acquire for Closer Settlement any land comprised in any Improve- 
ment or Scrub Lease wherever situated, on payment of such com- 
pensation as may be agreed upon or determined in accordance with 
the provisions of section 4 of the first mentioned Act ; or under the 
Amending Act of 1916, may purchase by agreement with the 
lessee. 

Mention may be made that under the provisions of the Crown 
Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the holder of any Improvement or 
Scrub Lease may, at any time during the last year of the lease, 
apply for the portion of the leasehold, if then unreserved, which 
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Witnesses—J. E. H. Kennedy and C, A. Hodgson, 2 March, 1928, 


contains the lessee’s dwelling-house, not exceeding a home main- 
tenance area, as Homestead Selection, provided that the area be 
improved with permanent, fixed, and substantial improvements, 
including dwelling-house, to the value of £1 per acre, but not 
necessarily exceeding £640 in all. 


It may be also pointed out that witbin the limits of the area 


which will be influenced by the construction of the line under | 


review in addition to the 120,500 acres of untenanted Crown lands 
referred to above, there are about 183,000 acres of reserved lands not 
held under any tenure, other than annual tenure (about half of this 
area has been notified for classification) ; about 87,200 acres of other 
Crown lands held under Occupation License and about 72,300 acres 
held under inconvertible leases, making a grand total of about 
463,800 acres of unalienated Crown lands. 


Rainfall, 


The average annual rainfall on the affected area varies from about 
16 inches at Ungarie to about 15 inches at Monia Gap. 


PRoposeD RAILWAY—UNGARIE TO MoniA GAP. 


acres, 
Alienated lands (tinted blue)-- (about) 
Including conditional purchases, conditional leases, and homestead 
py Pde ener hd COC ODDO ACIP ARE SEUIG:L LEO ROO GIOIA ODS TPISIU iG 309,000 
Reserved lands, about 231,500 acres— 
About *183,800 acres not held under any tenure (tinted green).... 182,800 


», 47,700 ,, held under lease and occupation license (edged 
green). 
ey PAO 
Leased lands (hatched blue)-- about. 
Settlement, TeASeel i ve caves care cled cesalsiviies sietsiee sins 10,000 acres } 
Special », (including about 100 acres reserves) 100 ,, | 
Improvement ,, 5 » 3,400 ,, yy ++ 57,300 4, £2,800 
Scrub 35 a sb, 000)"; 3 . 15,000 ,, | y 
. (18,500 ,,  ,) Ab't 82,800 ,, J 


Crown lands (tinted hrown)— 
Held under Occupation License 
(including about 29,200 ,, », Ab’t 87,200 ;, 
Winbertante daira. y mertte ctewalseleleterieielntelavictelerateleietoyl = #120500 ,, 


(About 47,700 ,, —_,,) Ab’t 207,700 ,, 


Total ares abouts. sccccs oscwees 783,300 


* It is probable that part of these reserved and untenanted Crown lands may be 
held under annual leases, particulars of which are not available at Head Office. 


J. HE. H, KENNEDY, 
Chief Draftsman, 
Department of Lands, 
Sydney, 2nd March, 1922. 


Charles Austin Hodgson, Chief Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn and examined :— 

677. Chairman.| I understand you have some amended 
figures to submit to the Committee with regard to the pro- 
posed railway ?—Yes, they are as follows :— 

The amended figures showing estimated revenue and expenditure 


for this proposed line, assuming that a length of 58 miles is con- 
structed, are given below :— 


£ 
Estimated cost of construction ............ Darian tocar 338,370 
Interest at 54 per cent. on above....... £18,610 
Widrkinorexpenses snc ieee: Monette 10,402 
29,012 
Estimated revenue.............566 nh ante bop SHOR aS DATE 11,025 
IerenGedaarcnt mcs edaecnrthiter ican stones See £17,987 


As stated in my previous evidence, a length of 40 miles would 


reasonably meet requirements, and enable the Crown land to be 


subdivided and disposed of in small areas for mixed farming pur- 
poses. Beyond the 40 miles limit the country is hilly and not so 
suitable for settlement ; consequently, the earnings per mile for the 
last 18 miles would be considerably less than that expected over the 
first 40 miles. 

The increase in the estimated cost of construction for the 40 miles 
proposal necessitates the following amendment in the financial 
position :— 


£ 
Estimated cost of construction................ Beh tees 206,806 
Interest at 54 per cent. on above...... £11,374 
WiOL Kine EXPCNSESinnincessagetsnesrensnt ccs 7,180 
——— 18,554 
PALMA PEALE VENUCL.c wincines arane sone es coven wiilearte ss 9,000 
PE OY ONI SG tere eosin ton siss ones ese F208 We dota £9,554 


678. Ur Doe.} Can you give the Committee any idea as 
to what are the chief factors to account for that difference 
in the two estimates !—They made up the first estimates 
from some vague material. They knew the nature of the 
country, and they made up the estimates as closely as they 
could, but since then they have surveyed it and they find 
the work would cost a little more than they estimated, 
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Wiiness—C. A. Hodgson, 2 March, 1923. 


679, I was wondering whether it was due to an in 2rease 
in the cost of material?—It is not due to any incre vse in 
the cost of material or labour. 


680. Mr Travers.| Assuming the line were constructed 
to Monia Gap, would you be likely to get much traffic to 
the west of Monia Gap in the direction of Hilston ?~— I do 
nct think so. 


631. Your figures show that if the line is constructed as 
far at Naradhan the estimated revenue would be £9,000 
but if taken to the Gap the estimated reyenue will be 
£11,025 ; that is an increase of only £2,025 1—That is so. 

682. That is largely brought about, you say, because for 
the last 18 miles there would be very little extra traffic 1— 
I think so. 


683. Have the Commisioners expressed a definite view 
as to the construction of the line even as far as Naradhan ? 
—I do not know that they have, 


684, Would you cars to express an opinion as to whether 
the line is justified even to Naradhan?—That is a rather 
difficult question to answer. If all the prospects which 
are put before us were realised I should say yes, but un- 
fortunately we have found by somewhat bitter experiences 
that they are not. Ifit is necessary as State policy in 
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order to find suitable land for would-be settlers to cut 
that land up, I take it the line will be built in connection 


with that policy. 


635, In connection with some proposals which come 


_before the Committee the Railway Commissioners give a 


very definite opinion either for or against, but in this case 
the opinion expressed is not very definite !—No. 

686. May we take it that the Railway Commissioners 
have just 2n open mind in the matter?—I am speaking 
without consultation with them,but the Railway Com- 
missioners do not want in any way to block the policy of 
the government of increasing settlement on the land. 
Locking at the railways from a commercial point of view 
there are a good many lines we would be better without. 
We hear a good deal nowadays about non-paying lines, but 
we do not want to add to them more than is necessary. 
They make the problem of balancing our figures all the 
more difficult. 

687. May we say that this line is one of the lines which 
you think we would be better without from a commercial 
point of view ?—I think if there is no shortage of land for 
settlers offering, it would be better to pospone the construc- 
tion of it until it becomes necessary to find land for new 
settlers, 


WEDNESDAY, 14 MARCH, 1923. 


Present: — ; 


Tus Hox. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Ciammay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roprrt Matoxy. 
Franots Mircuarn Burks, Ese. 


VILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


Sp ar on apis, 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap. 


Parkin Benjamin Pearson, Compiler, Bureau of Statistics, further examined ;— 


688. Chairman.) I understand you wish to put in a statement with regard {o the area under wheat for the 
seasons 1916-17, 1917-18, and 1918-19 1—_Yes ; it is as follows :— 


PROPOSED RAILWAY—UNGARIE To Monta Gap, 


Additional Information.—Wheat : 


Area and Production.—Seasons 1916-17, 1917 


~18, 1918-19, 


Grain. Hay. 
Police Patrol Districts. Season. Total Area, |- = i ee or 
Area. Yield. Area. Yield 
acres, acres. bushels. acres tons, acres, 
\ 1916-17 3,175 2,598 43,373 557 $40 ay 
Nal gogrin' (pare). .s,thsscormee Rare eager 1917-18 4.207 3,334 | 42,651 a78 419 500 
[| 1918-19 4.126 3,555 | 26,277 571 393 — 
1916-17 750 490 6,958 260 400 _— 
Cargeilico (part) 2hi.1 vacviteaeme eon 1917-18 1,050 687 7,636 | 343 252 60 
1918-19 945 558 2,690 | 329 155 59 
1916-17 220 160 3,086 | 60 ui = 
Hillston (part) vscccccscsscssssvesese fe, oh Mea anh ! 1917-18 30 30 349 — _ a 
1918-19 126 126 1,110 — — — 
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; FRIDAY, 16 MARCH, 1923. 


Present:— 
Tut Hoy. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cnarrman), 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuar, Burke, Esq. 


ee 


WILuIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Doz, Esa. 
Davmw Hexry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap. . 


Stephen Mesman Osborne, squatter, Adaminaby, sworn, 
and examined :— 


. 689. Chairman.] Have you prepared a statement to 
submit to the Committee 1—I have not prepared a state- 
ment, but I come here as one knowing the country. I 
used to hold scrub leases in that district. 

690. Where are the scrub leases you held situated with 
respect to the proposed line}—In the Rankin’s Springs 
district. My father held the land, but I used to manage 
it. That is all the land north from Rankin’s Springs to 
Monia Gap. 

691. It has been suggested that the line instead of going 
right to Monia Gap should stop at a place 40 miles from 
Ungarie, known as Naradhan !—We held that country and 
T know it well. 

692. Do you think that the route as outlined on the map 
before the Committee is the best route to serve the country 
west of the Wyalong to Ungarie line?—No; I think the 
best way to serve that country is to branch off at Naradhan 
and go north to the Lachlan River. The hills about 
Rankin’s Springs are deceiving. You can drive the plough 
right up to the edge of the slope. One would think that 
there is a lot of waste land there, but there is only a small 
percentage of the land you cannot plough. That iand 
north-west of Rankin’s Springs has all been partly im- 
proved. The water runs from Rankin’s Springs through 
the valley to The Gap. South-west of Rankin’s Springs 
there is a lot of good timber. It is mostly virgin country. 

693. Would a line from Rankin’s Springs to The Gap 
cater for the area south-west of Rankin’s Springs !—Yes ; 
a line from Rankin’s Springs to Monia Gap would cater for 
the country south-west of Rankin’s Springs and The Gap. 
The land west of Coonapaira towards The Gap is some 
of the best wheat land in the district. There are men 
there who are already starting to plough. 

694. Where is the good timber situated ’—On the Coona- 
paira resumed area south-west of Rankin’s Springs. 

665, What is the nature of the timber ?—Pine. 

696. Have you anything to urge against a take-off at 
Ungarie and the construction of a line as far as Naradhan}? 
-——lf you take-off from Ungarie you have too much waste 
land south of Ungarie ; that is at Yalgogrin. 

697. How would you get over that difficulty ?—I would 
take the line off from a point between Ungarie and W yalong 
so as to keep the lines parailel. I may say that I have 
been interested in this country for years although I do not 
own an acre of it. I have here a plan which was made out 
by me, and which has since been adopted by the Department 
of Lands, as part of their new settlement scheme. There 
would be no difficulty in making the line if it were properly 
surveyed. There is no question of the quality of the land 
between Rankin’s Springs and Monia Gap. 

698. How does the land compare with land close to 
Ungarie or around Wyalong !—There is very little land at 
Wyalong as good as the land about Rankin’s Springs. 
West of Naradhan it is all mallee country, but at Rankin’s 
Springs there is no mallee. 

699. You do not regard the mallee land as being inferior 
for wheat-growing?—I do not know, but the country 
between Rankin’s Springs and Monia Gap is better. 

700. Assuming the line were constructed as you suggest, 
and that they carried out the plan of subdivision you 
submit to the Committee, in what areas should that country 
be cut up in order to give the farmers a good living ?—In 
blocks of a maximum of 1,000 acres 
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701. Do you know of any efforts having being made to 
grow wheat there!—No. When I was there we had only 
one failure. We cut the wheat for hay. We had good 
crops. At Coonapaira you could always get good chaff for 
horses. 

702. Mr. Cameron.| There is a suggestion that the line 
should be carried further north ;—would that meet the 
situation !—I do not think the line should go to Monia 
Gap at all from Naradhan, but to the river. You would 
touch wheat land across the river. 

703. In your opinion is the best wheat-growing land 
south-west of Naradhan?—yYes; the land north-west of 
Naradhan was never considered to be worth occupation. 
It has been idle for thirty years. 

704. Is it available Crown lands to-day!—Yes. The 
land on the south-west was taken up in scrub leases and 
improvement leases. 

705, How is the water in that country ?—It is very bad. 

706. Good holding land?—No. There are a few tanks, 

707. How is the water south-west of Naradhan ?—The 
land is not good holding land. 

708. Has it ever been tried for sub-artesian water ?— 
Some fellows put wells down, but not exactly at that spot. 
There is a good well at Tin Hut, beyond Rankin’s Springs. 

709. Generally speaking, it is waterless country !— 
Absolutely, but there are some tanks on it. 

710. Is it unimproved country from an agricultural 
point of view?—Yes. Mostly green country ?—Green 
country. 

711. What is the carrying capacity of that country 
improved !— Under the conditions existing to-day, with the 
rabbits in evidence, you do not know what it would carry, 
but with the rabbits off the country, it would carry a sheep 
to 24 acres. 

712. Mr. Burke.| It is a very dry area right through !— 
Ft is. 

713. Do you think that an area of that particular 


_ character requires a railway at all ?—I should not dream 


of putting a railway into that country unless I provided 
water. If I owned the land, J would take water where 
the railway went. 

714. The Railway Commissioners estimate the cost of 
the line at £184,000, and the estimated loss per year at 
£8,300. What do you think of the prospect of making up 
that annual loss within a reasonable number of years on 
such an area !—The only way is to take water out. 

715. If water were taken out you think that deficit 
could be got over in a reasonable number of years ?—I do. 

716. You mean that the water should be taken with the 
railway /—Yes. 

717. I take it you are more concerned with the extension 
of a line from Rankin’s Springs to the Lachlan P—From 
Rankin’s Springs to Monia Gap and from Naradhan to the 
Lachlan. 

718. Do you think that if a line were run from Ungarie 
to Naradhan, with an extension from Rankin’s Springs to 
the Lachlan, that would meet the requirements of that 
country fairly well ?—It would meet them well. 

719. What is a fair average distance to haul wheat ?— 
124 miles. If you can get the lines 24 miles apart that is 
all you want. The wheat area would be well supplied then. 

720. Mr. Travers.| At what point would you terminate 
the line you suggest from Wyalong !—I should take it righ*+ 
on to the Lachlan, 
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Witness—S. M. Osborne, 16 March, 1923. 


721. What distance would that be?—I could not say 
exactly, but it would not be far. 

722. Would it be much longer than the line from Ungarie 
to Monia Gap, which is 58 miles!—No ; it would not be 
much longer. 

723. It has been suggested by the Railway Department 
that the line from Ungarie to Monia Gap fairly divides the 
country between the Wyalong to Lake Cudgelligo line and 
the Barmedman to Rankin’s Springs line, and that very 
little, if any, country between those two lines would be 
outside the influence of the proposed line from Naradhan 
to Monia Gap?—There are hills running east and west 
along the proposed line, shown by the dotted line from 
Naradhan to Monia Gap, which cut out all the country 
south of that, 

724. You will notice by the map that very little of the 
country is outside the 12 miles radius. Take the country 
12 miles south of Cudgelligo and the country 12 miles from 
the suggested line, Ungarie to Monia Gap. There would 
be very little of that country outside the 12 miles radius ? 
—That is so. ; 

725. Would the line you suggest from Wyalong to the 
Lachlan River serve more agricultural country and better 
country than a line from Ungarie to Monia Gap ?—lt is 
the same class of country all through. 

726, The construction of your suggested line from’ Wya- 
long to the Lachlan River is conditional on the line being 
taken from Rankin’s Springs to Monia Gap 1—Yes. 

727. You were speaking about not being able to get 
over the hills; do you mean it is not practicable to do so 
by rail?’—The hills are’ very steep, although it is no distance 
across them, 

728. Would you meet with any engineering difficulties 
in extending the line from Rankin’s Springs to Monia Gap 4 
—None at all. 

729. If the line were constructed, do you think it would 
push on from Monia Gap in the direction of Hillston in 
the future ’_—Certainly. It is not very far from Monia Gap 
when you get into the wheat area on the Hillston side. 

730. Is there any hilly country between the terminus 
at Rankin’s Springs and Monia Gap?—At the extreme 
terminus at Coonapaira there is a range of hills running 
north and south. There happens to be a gap where the line 
ends, and there is no grade in the valley towards Hillston. 

731. Mr. Drummond.| With regard to the starting point 
of the Wyalong line, I understood you to say that you favour 
taking-off at a point between Ungarie and Wyalong, to 
serve the settlers north of Yalgogrin ?—-Yes. 

732. It has been suggested to the Committee that if the 
line were to take-off at Calleen and swing north and west 
towards the suggested line as shown on the map, it would 
include all the settlers who at present are at a disadvantage 
through being too far from the line. Do you agree with 
that?—I do. Any man who is 12 miles distant from a 
railway, and is growing wheat, is at a great disadvantage. 
On the northern side of the line there would sure to be 
someone more than 12 miles away. 

733. Do you know of anybody who has obtained water 
in that country by boring or sinking!—No. The only 
evidence I can give you about fresh water is that at a spot 
called Sim’s Gap, 2 or 3 miles south of Rankin’s Springs, 
fresh water was struck the other day. 

734, That is a considerable distance from the area that 
would be served by the proposed line !—Yes. 

735, As the country varies, would it be possible to 
strike saline water?—It is hard to strike even saline water. 

736. So you could not depend on getting water by sink- 
ing in that country !—No. 

737. The settlers would haye to depend principally on 
tanks 1—Yes, absolutely. 

738, Are the tanks on the smaller holdings insufficient 
in size !—Absolutely insufficient. 

739. Would that be the principal cause of distress in 
time of drought }—Yes. 

740. Can you suggest any means of overcoming that 
difficulty !—I suggest taking the water out by a pipe-line 
from the Murrumbidgee. 

741, That would be a very expensive proceeding, would 
it not?—I do not think so, It would pay for itself straight 
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away. I think it isa commercial undertaking to take a 
pipeline out there. I think you could get English people 
who would take it up and make money out of it. 

742. Would you run the water into drains for the 
laterals ?—No, by pipes. 

743. Steel pipes or wooden pipes !—That is a matter of 
engineering. 

744, Have you gone into the question at allf—I went 
into it in connection with this map of mine with the idea 
of getting water on to the land economically. Every man 
would be responsible for only a quarter of a mile of piping. 

745. Have you gone into the question of cost ?—It is 
impossible for me to do that. That is an engineering job. 
If the land were surveyed you could bring water to every 
man in the district with a quarter of a mile of piping. 

746. Did you go into the question of the number of 
settlers to be served. Yes. On the basis of a man with 
1,000 acres there would be 100 men to every 6 miles of 
piping. 

747. You have not gone into the question of the size of 
pipes that would be necessary !—No. i may say that the 
other day a returned soldier said to me ‘‘If you can get the 
water for us we will give you half our land.” 

748. Mr. Doe.] The plan you have placed before the 
Committee would involve a recasting of the roads and farms 
in a large portion of that country }—Yes, it would. 

749. Do you think there would be any serious objection 
on the part of the present holders of land to recasting the 
contour plans of the country as to roads and farms {—I do 
not think so. I think they would be glad to fall in with 
any suggestion if you eould provide them with water. 

750. Would it not involve difficulty as regards making 
adjustments for clearing that would have to be done by one 
man a portion of whose land was passed over to some other 
man !—IJt would. 

751. I asked the following question of Mr. H. R. 
Woods :— 

It has been stated that in the country through which the Come 


mittee passed yesterday there will be difficulty in supplying the 
farms with water. ; 


Mr. Woods replied :— 


There would be no more difficulty than there is about Ungarie. 

I can always catch enough water to serve my purposes, and my 
property is as flat as any. 
You are aware that there are tanks in that district which 
hold very well, notably the tank at the Old Surveyors’ 
Camp, about 15 miles beyond Naradhan?—Yes. There 
are tanks here and there, but I may say that m 1902 I 
went from Whitton to Coonapaira, and from Coonapaira to 
Wyalong, and there was hardly a man left on the land. 

752. Was not that an exceptionally dry season through- 
out the whole of Australia ?—Yes, it was. : 

753. Had not many of those people been a comparatively 
short time on the land, and consequently had not had 
sufficient opportunity to make supplies for water 1—No ; all 
the old station tanks were there, but they were all dry. 
The smaller you make the holdings the less chance you have 
to provide water, especially under arable conditions, because 
you spoil the catchment as soon as you start to plough. It 
would be impossible to live out there unless you provided a 
water supply. Cultivated land gives less drainage. 

754. Do you not think the farmers would be able to make 
their own tanks and supply themselves with sufficient water ? 
—I do not think they would be able to supply themselves 
with sufficient water by means of tanks. 

755. Have you known that district to be in such a serious 
plight as it was in 1902 at any time since that year, from 
the standpoint of a water supply?—Iv is nearly in that 
plight this year. 

756. Can you give us some idea of the nature of the land 
in the vicinity of the Lachlan at the point at which you 
suggest the proposed line should terminate!—It is red, 
arable land, which alternates right along the Lachlan. It 
runs into the Lachlan, but at places it deviates, and you get 
on to black box land. It would be possible to run a rail- 
way right on to the Lachlan and be on arable land right 
up to the bank. When you consider the expense of excavat- 
ing thousands of tanks, you would get an efficient supply by 
means of a pipe-line, and save all the expense of the tanks, 
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MONDAY, 26 MARCH, 1923; 


Present; —~ 
Tue Hox, WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuatrmay), 


The Hon. Joun Travers, 
The Hon. Roperr Mauony, 


Francis Miocnarn Burks, Esq, 
Brian JamMes Dos, Esq, 


Davm Henry Drumonp, Esq, 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap. 


George Washington Walker, Lindley Walker Co-operative 
Wheat Company, Ltd., Grain Merchants, Sydney, 
sworn, and examined ;— 


197. Mr. Burke.] Will you give the Committee your 
views regarding the country through which the proposed 
railway would pass?—Yes. The proposal is a very good 
one, The Wyalong district is onc of the leading wheat 
districts of the State, although fifteen or twenty years ago 
it was considered to be doubtful wheat country ; in fact, 
dangerous wheat country, and outside of the wheat belt. 
The results during the last ten years, however, have proved 
that it is one of the best wheat districts in New South 
Wales, having greater possibilities from a wheat-growing 
standpoint than any other district in the State, since it 
contains larger unoccupied or unsettled areas only held 
back because of the lack of domestic water and trans- 
portation facilities. If there is any special reason why I 
am here to-day it is to put in a plea for a water supply for 
the farms now there and the farms to come in the district. 
The Wyalong district has no permanent waterway, and set- 
tlement, in my opinion, would be materially increased if a per- 
manent domestic and stock water supply were provided. 

758. Do you know the country lying between Ungarie 
and Monia Gap?—yYes, I have travelled it several times 
as far as Hillston and Rankin Springs and beyond. I have 
also been out as far as Condobolin and Lake Cargelligo. 

759. Do you know the country on the proposed route 
from Ungarie to Monia Gap ?—Yes, it is good wheat land. 
I have been over the country, but not from the point of 
view of railway construction, 

760. What is the nature of the country around Monia 
Gap !—There are a few hills in the vicinity of Monia Gap, 
but the bulk of that country is good wheat land. There 
are stretches of mallee between Ungarie and Monia Gap, 
and in one area there is a fairly large stretch. 

761. The Railway Commissioners recommend that if the 
railway is constructed it should go only as far as Naradhan 
Gap. What is your opinion of the country between 
Naradhan Gap and Monia Gap}—There is a lot of very 
good country there. From Monia Gap, as far ont ay 
Hillston, there is good wheat land. The line from Griffith 
is being extended to Hillston. 

762. Is the country from Naradhan Gap to Monia Gap 
better than the ¢ untry between Hillston and Monia 
Gapi—lI have not paid much attention to it in detail, but 
I do not think there is much difference in it, apart from 
one or two ranges which run through it. Up to the foot- 
hills of those ranges there is probably the best wheat land. 
I would say that there is very little difference in favour of 
the land out from Naradhan Gap. I should say that the 
land from Naradhan Gap to Monia Gap is quite as good as 
that between Monia Gap and Hillston. 

763. Do you consider that the additional expenditure in 
constructing the line as far as Monia Gap would be justified, 
or do you think the line should terminate at Naradhan as 
proposed by the Railway Commissioner —I favour the line 
going right through to Monia Gap. If it went to Monia 
Gap an extension from there to Hillston would probably 
follow. _I have not seen sufficient of the country to express 
an opinion as to the best route, but I would say that the 
whole of that country could be profitably served by the 
railway, from a wheat-growing standpoint. 

764. Is the rainfall in that district sufficient for wheat- 
growing !—Yes. With the proper farrsing methods adopted 
by wheat-growers in the semi dry areas I believe the rain- 
fall there is sufficient, 


765. Do you recommend that water should be conveyed 
to that district simultaneously with the construction of the 
railway ?—Yes. The Government has spent a huge sum in 
conserving water at Burrinjuck, and from _ personal 
observation of the value of water supply in Western 
Australia by means of a pipe-line—I refer to the goldfields 
line—I am able to say that agricultural settlement along 
that. line has largely increased. My recent trip to that 
district convinced me that there has been more rapid wheat- 
growing development along the goldfields line than in any 
other part of Western Australia, largely because of the 
water supply. I met a good many people who had settled 
in the district when I visited it in 1908. Iwas there again 
in 1912 and again last year. No development in that State 
appears to have the same permanency as that in the wheat 
lands adjacent to the Western Australian goldfields water- 
main. Knowing the Western Australian wheat lands and 
our own wheat lands, I would say that the Wyalong district 
lends itself to much development with a scheme of domestic 
water supply. I believe a water supply could be provided 
there which would prove profitable from every standpoint. 
As the Government has already incurred the initial cost in 
the construction of the Burrinjuck dam, this scheme does 
not present the engineering proposition which faced the 
Government of Western Australia when it decided to 
convey water to the goldfields district. There are at least 
2,000,000 acres of wheat land out from Wyalong that could 
be closely settled at great advantage to the State if a water 
supply were provided. Such a water supply would serve 
many towns, and would provide conveniences and improve 
the health of the people in such towns as Young, Temora, 
Wyalong, and Barmedman. 

766. How should the water be conveyed to those dis- 
tricts 7—I have not gone closely into that, but Mr. Hoskins 
has promised me an interview to discuss the pipe-line 
question. I have not gone into the matter thoroughly to 
decide whether it should be an iron or a concrete pipe-line, 
or whether the water should be conveyed by a system of 
canals. ‘The canal system is in operation in various parts 
of Victoria, and in Western Australia they have the pipe 
system. I believe it would pay handsomely to supply water 
to the districts in question simultaneously with the con- 
struction of the railway, because it would induce immediate 
settlement. 

767. Would you say that the wheat lands adjacent to 
the proposed line, and 10 or 12 miles on each side towards 
Monia Gap, are as good as the land lying near the railway 
at Ungarie !—Yes, there is not much difference. I sup- 
pose the land is patchy, as most of our wheat areas are. 
IT would class it as generally uniform wheat country 
throughout. 

768. Mr. Travers.| Does the Wyalong district by and 
large compare favourably from the standpoint of wheat- 
growing with the Temora and Barellan districts and parts 
of southern Riverina !—The reason why I speak so highly 
of the Wyalong wheat lands is because I have handled 
wheats of practically every wheat district in New South 
Wales. In my opinion the wheat grown in the Wyalong- 
Hillsion district is the finest white wheat in the world. 
You have an area there of over 2,000,000 acres suitable 
for wheat-growing that could be provided with domestic and 
stock water at reasonable cost. I compare that district 
with the wheat lands of Victoria which have been supplied 
with water. In the Wyalong district both the climatic 
conditions and the soil are ideal for wheat-growing. The 
enly drawback the district has from the standpoint of 
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growing the finest white wheat is lack of transportation 
and domestic water supply. Wheat-growing should be 
coupled with some other industry, preferably sheep raising, 
which could be profitably undertaken in the Wyalong dis- 
trict—probably more profitably than in most of our wheat 
districts nearer to the Main Southern line. 

769. Would you say that a line from Ungarie to Narad- 
han, from the standpoint of mixed farming, would give as 
good results, mile for mile, as obtain on the line from 
Wyalong to Lake Cudgellico?—Yes, quite. 

770. Mr. Osborne, who has given evidence before the 
Committee, referred to the country under consideration as 
being waterless !—-Yes ; I agree with that opinion. 

771. He was of opinion that the only practicable way 
to convey water to that district was by means of a pipe- 
line from the Murrumbidgee River? Yes; I presume he 
meant from Burrinjuck. I agree with that view. 

772. In the absence of a water supply for domestic and 
stock purposes, you consider that, even with the railway, 
that country would be handicapped, and that settlement 
would be retarded until a water supply were provided ? 
Yes. Settlement would certainly be slower, and the returns 
would not be so great. You would not get the same 
returns as you would if a water supply were provided 
simultaneously with the construction of the railway. An 
efficient water supply would lend itself to closer settlement. 

773, What would be a fair living area for mixed farming 
within 10 or 12 miles of the line, if constructed ?—Not less 
than 1,000 acres, and as you go further from the line 1,500 
to 2,000 acres. Alongside the railway 1,000 acres might 
be sufficient, but 10 miles away I should say 1,500 to 2,000 
acres. Ifa farmer has growing boys there is an incentive, 
provided the holding is big enough and the farm has a 
domestic water supply by which ordinary comforts are 
obtained for the boys to remain on the farm. Without 
those home comforts and facilities there is a tendency, on 
the small areas, for growing lads to wander. With a water 
supply, boys would be encouraged to remain at home if 
the father gave them an interest in the place. If the 
farmer had from 1,000 to 2,000 acres, he would be able to 
give his children an interest in the farm, which is highly 
desirable. 

774. Have you noted that on the larger areas alove 
1,000 acres the farmer is enabled to fallow a portion of his 
land, whereas a man on 600 acres is unable to do so ;—-are 
farmers enabled to obtain a better yield and a better quality 
of wheat by fallowing their land?—Yes.  Fallowing is 
essential in that country. It is essential in most parts of 
our wheat belt, and it pays in all portions of our wheat 
belt. 

775. Generally, you are in favour of the proposed line 
being constructed as far as Monia Gap, and you believe 
that a water supply for the district through which it passes 
should be complementary to the railway ‘—Yes. 

776. Mr, Drummond.] Can you tell the Committee 
whether the Western Australian water supply scheme, to 
which you have referred, is paying !—I believe there isa 
deficiency of about £80,000 a year. 

777. What is the total length of the pipe-line ?—400 odd 
miles. 

778. Js the pipe-line sufficiently large to supply the whole 
of the agricultural settlement !—Yes, because of the main 
dam at Perth. 

779. What class of pipe is it ?—I understand it is a steel 
pipe. In the Goulburn Valley and in the Wimmera dis- 
trict of Victoria water is carried long distances by canals, 
but evaporation from the canals is so great that I think 
the pipe-line is preferable. In Western Australia it would 
be impracticable to run water through canals because there 
is so much sand plains through which it passes. 

_ 780, Have you seen much distress in the Wyalong dis- 
trict due to lack of water?—I have known the district 
since about 1904. No doubt the settlers have been greatly 
inconvenienced through want of water, and women and 
children should not have to submit to those inconveniences. 

781. Is the country between Ungarie and Monia Gap 

drier that the Wyalong country proper?—Not much. 


Even Wyalong should be supplied with water. In an 
ordinary season there may be sufficient water there, but 
this country is so subject to dry spells that we ought to 
profit by our experience. 


782. Do you regard the Wyalong district from a wheat- 
growing standpoint as a safe one ?—Yes. 

783. Mr. Harnett, district surveyor at Hay, in giving 
evidence before the Committee, expressed the opinion that 
the last ten years in the Wyalong-Ungarie district have 
been on an average better than the preceding ten years. 
Do you agree with that opinion !—Between 1894 and 1902 
the Wyalong district was tabooed from a wheat-growing 
standpoint. Only within the last ten years has it come 
into favour as a wheat-growing district. The pioneers 
proved that wheat of a better quality could be grown in 
that district than in many other parts of the State. It has 
been proved that wheat grown in the Wyalong district is 
of better quality from a milling standpoint than wheat 
grown around say Illabo and other centres on the main 
line. When that became known the Wyalong district 
came into favour, and Victorians as they arrived in that 
district quickly recognised its value. During the last ten 
yeai's there has been more rapid settlement in the Wyalong 
district than previously. 

784, That is practically due to an influx of a better class 
of farmer?—Yes. The Wyalong district was regarded as 
dangerous for wheat-growing up to 1906 or 1910. Then 
we got small quantities of wheat from the district, which 
were much sought after. With wheat from the Wyalong— 
Hillston district the results are now most satisfactory. The 
only difficulty is that we cannot get enough of it. 

785. Do you know the country from Wyaiong towards 
Condobolin ?— Yes. 

786. The opinion was expressed by a witness at Bogan 

rate that west from Bogan Gate the country is not so safe 

for wheat-growing. It is said that it has failed as a wheat 
district principally because it is too far west. The line 
which you recommend would influence country practically 
60 miles further west than Condobolin?— Yes, but it is served 
by a different rainfall system. The Hillston country comes 
more within the influence of the winter rainfall system than 
does Condobolin, There are two distinct influences affecting 
our rainfall—the antarctic and the monsoonal. Wheat- 
growing has progressed more in the south because of that 
rainfall influence. There is always a tendency for the 
winter rainfall system to miss even Condobolin and Bogan 
Gate, They will probably get the summer rains where the 
more southern portion of the State may miss them. 

787. Mr, Doe.| You have stated that the Wyalong— 
Hillston district produces the finest white wheat in the 
world ; do you refer to the gluten content !—To the milling 
value. It is adrier wheat. The following is from a state- 
ment I made :— 


The world’s supply of white wheats is decreasing, while the 
demand for white wheats in the international markets is increasing. 
The Wyalong-Hil'ston district produces the finest white wheat in 
the world, and an opportunity for bringing these huge areas under 
closer settlement should not be missed. They can be recommended 
with absolute confidence. 


788. Is it your experience that wheat grown in our 
comparatively dry districts is superior to the wheat grown 
in the wetter districts ’— Yes, The temperate wheats are 
usually poor in strength and practically low in flour content. 
Wheat from these dry areas will absorb a far greater per- 
centage of moisture and will produce a much stronger flour. 
That is the millers’ theory. I have sent wheats grown in 
the Wyalong and Hillston districts, and from districts in 
other parts of the State, to Liverpool, Chicago, and Paris, 
and J know that they have been picked out by millers and 
technical men there because they were specially suitable, 

789. Chairman.] Is that fact reflected in the price {— 
No, because our wheat is mixed. We have only the f.a.q. 
standard. 


790. Mr. Doe.| According to your evidence it would be 
well to extend our wheat production west into the dry 
areas ?—Yes. As far as the soil in the Hillston and 
Wyalong districts is concerned I do not think that, from a 
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wheat-growing standpoint, you could’ have anything 
better, and from a rainfall standpoint those districts are 
within the influence of the winter rains. Even though 
those lands lie further west there is probably less risk 
there. 

791. To profitably supply the Wyalong-Ungarie- 
Monia Gap districts with water it would be necessary to 
reduce the comparatively large holdings to agricultural 
areas. It would scarcely pay to lay water pipes through 
large sheep runs to reach the small farmer?—Yes. I 
think in Western Australia a tax is imposed of so much 
per acre. But we have the opportunity to supply water to 


these districts at reasonable cost. The only pumping. 
station required would be at the mountain at Goolagong- 
From there the water would gravitate. 

792. Mr. Drummond.| Is the white wheat which you 
have mentioned usually classed as softer wheat !—Our 
wheats in the world’s markets are known as white wheats. 
Under a system of grading we should have “strong 
white” and ‘‘medium strong white.” 

793. Do you consider that if grading facilities were pro- 
vided at the silos the results would be beneficial to the 
farmer ?—Yes. They must get a premium, That would 
apply to every farmer who produced good quality wheat. 


TUESDAY, 27 MARCH, 1923. 


Present: — 
Tue Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (CuarrMay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burkes, Esa. 


Wititam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davw Hexry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap. 


Arthur Gibson Manning, M.H.R., sworn, and examined :— 


794, Chairman.| 1 understand you have prepared a 
statement /—Yes, it is as follows :— 


Tam the holder of 2,740 acres in county Gipps, parish Murren- 
green, Iam the original holder of this land. I shall have 550 acres 
under wheat this year. 


I am of opinion that the line to Monia Gap should take off from 
the Wyalong-Cudgellico line in the vicinity of Calleen Siding. I 
did express the opinion it should take off at West Wyalong, and 
still think that would better divide the country to be served, but as 
T am informed that the cost of the line taking off at Calleen would 
be £50,000 less than from West Wyalong, I do not think extra 
country to be served would justify the additional expenditure. 
Leaving Calleen the line should be taken in a direction a little to 
the south of west until it reached a point where it would fairly 
evenly divide the country between the Rankin’s Springs and Cud- 
gellico lines. The line, if the take off is at Calleen, would serve the 
whole of the country to be served by the line from Ungarie. In 
addition it will serve a large area of wheat land which is heavily 
handicapped at present through distance from railway. This land 
will never be brought to its maximum of production unless a railway 
is brought nearer. 


I have had a lifelong experience in farming and have been growing 
wheat in this district for fourteen years. I have no hesitation in 
saying that this particular stretch of country is equal to the best 
wheat-growing land in the State. 


The rate of carriage from my farm to Ungarie, 
wheat, is 203. per ton or 64d. per bushel. This is more than it costs 
for rail carriage to Sydney. I consider 10 miles is the limit a 
farmer should have to cart wheat to a railway. This is re ognised 
in the wheat-growing districts in Victoria. Our best farmers come 
from Victoria and South Australia, and these men will not buy 
farms away from a railway. 


where I send my 


I understand that the Railway Commissioners estimate the annual 
loss on this line, if constructed, at £9,000. I would suggest that 
the Commissioners be asked if in estimating this loss they took into 
consideration the advisability of substituting motor trains for the 
usual service. 


I understand it has been already proved on several of the lines on 
which motor service has been installed that the cost of running has 
been greatly decreased, and the result has been to change non-paying 
lines into a sound financial proposition. 


Although this railway may have to be run at a small loss for a few 
years, the revenue of the State as a whole would materially benetit, 
both directly and indirectly, by the construction of the line. It 
would directly benefit by te increased revenue received from Crown 
lands. At present this land is held as improvement and other short 
term leases at an average rental of about Id. per acre. If the pro» 
posed line is built the capital value of this land, which is to a large 
extent improved, would probably be £2 per acre. The rent is 24 
per cent. oa the capital value, or, say, Is. per acre. This is nut 
collec*cd for the first five years, but subsequent to that say there is 
241,099 acres of Crown land served the increase of revenue from this 
source alone would be more than estimated loss. I understand the 
area to be served is largely in excess of that given above. 


Then there is the value of town rights. Mr. S. M. Osborne has 
put before you in his evidence his proposition for community settle- 
ment. I am entirely in accord with Mr. Osborne in this matter. 
If his plan is carried out at every siding then there will be a pros- 
perous town. I understand every farm is to front a main road. 
This would minimise the cost of road construction, would enable the 
children fromthe farms to be collected each morning and brought 
into school and returned in the afternoon. This is already being 
done in some parts of the State, and it has been proved to cost the 
State less than maintaining small scattered schools, and at the same 
time give the children the better educational advantages which are 
only obtainable in fairly large schools. In addition to this one line 
of poles would carry the telephone wires and electric current to the 
farms on each side of the road, and one line of pipes would convey 

.the water when available. If the settlement of these Crown lands 

is carried out in the commonsense way suggested by Mr. Osborne, 
the value to the Crown of the townships sites would total a large 
sum. I understand that in America where the developmental 
railways are built by private companies in return for land grants, 
it is always found that the town rights help materially in defraying 
the cost of rail construction. Indirectly, the loss of running line 
would be more than made up by increased production and taxation 
received. I also agree with Mr. Osborne as to the value of a water 
supply to these settlers. I think when the south western district 
water supply and the Burrenjuck hydro-electric schemes are being 
carried out, provision should be made t9 supply these farms with 
both water and electricity. 1 do not hold that the settlement 
should be delayed until these schemes are carried out. On my own 
farm I have two tanks, each with a capacity of 3,000 cubic yards. 
I have never been short of water for stock. The whole of the 
settlement in the Wyalong district is at present supplied by tanks 
on the farms The same can be done on the country to be opened 
up, but it is my opinion that if water supply, electric current and 
telephones were available, it would help to promote permanent 
prosperous settlement, and stop the drift to the city. 

In his evidence, Mr. Harnett, District Surveyor, of Hay, stated 
that of the land to be served by the Ungarie-Monia Gap line, 87 
per cent. is suitable for agriculture. It would probably be feund 
that the percentage of cultivable land would be greater than 
anticipated. 1 have always found this so in the past, and the land 
at the foothills generally yields the best; of the land which will 
only be served by the extension from Calleen, fully 95 per cent. is 
cultivable and of the best quality. 

I am of opinion that to give best results the cultivable land 
should be made available in areas up to 1,000 acres. This area of 
land, if properly farmed, and with reasonable railway facilities, will 
give a good living. It is essential that up-to-date methods of 
farming should be followed. On my own farm this year the rainfall 
during the germinal period was about 74 inches. Yet the fallowed 
land yielded 20 bushels per acre ; the land not fallowed 3 bushels, 
Witk proper method of farming the only vears that would not give 
a payable yield would be years of absolute drought such as 1902, 
1914, and 19 9. Against this we have the advantage that loss of 
crop through excess of rain is practically unknown. In wet years, 
when in the districts of heavier rainfall, losses from rust, &c., are 
almost the rule, we gather record crops. The average yield of 
Federation wheat over a long time at the farmers’ experimental 
plots at Gazie’s farm, near West Wyalong, is upwards of 24 bushels 
per acre. This is 5 bushels per acre more than the average yield on 
similar plots near Henty. In both cases these crops are grown and 
harvested under similar conditions and Government supervision. 
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The rainfall in the district to be served would be about 17 inches, 
eing a little more in the eastern and a little less in the western 
portions, The question has been raised as to whether the rainfall 
during the last ten years has not been above the average, This is 


not the case. I wish to tender the following particulars of rainfall 
repared by me from reliable sources, and put before the Public 
Vorks Committee as evidence when inquiry was being held into the 
Wyalong-Cudgellico line :— 


Tasue showing the rainfall recorded at varicus stations in the Temora-Wyalong-Cudgellico districts, and giving, when possible, average 
fall in each month, during the germinal period and annually. Prepared by the Ungarie Railway League for the information of the 


Public Works Committee :— 


Station, Erlog Page a on Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | April. | May. | June. | July. | Aug. | Sep. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. Bie foals 
Temors vette 1880-1911, 32 years | 162 | 105 | 148 | 150 | 146 | 217 | 157 | 173 | 166 | 197 | 157 | 150 1,206 — 1,923 
By goOieacsunsencteantrednre 1884-1911, 28 ,, 187 | 130 | 143 | 127 | 158 | 216 | 168 | 158 | 164 | 187 | 140 | 129 1,178 1,913 
South Yalgogrin ...... | 1885-1911, 27 ,, 185 | 123 | 147 , 129 | 14u | 193 | 145 | 182 |) 151 | 177 | 126 | 106 1,067 1,760 
Bolygamygereesns ccerenes | 1884-1911, 28 ,, 195 80 | 135 | 130 | 124 | 188 | 148 | 133 | 157 | 138 | 105 | 192 1,018 1,773 
Wollongough ............ 1890-1911, 22 ,, 190 | 109 | 163 | 133 | 134 | 195 | 159 | 127 | 144 | 140 | 115) Ila 1,032 1,719 
Merringreen ............ 1903-1911, 9 ,, 173 | 115 | 128 | 128 | 140 | 207 | 150 | 1380 | 192 | 155 | 106 | 192 1,103 1,816 
Ungarie Station......... | 1879-1911, 33 ,, a8 ae ie an Be oe ie ras ay saa ae Srp. Soren, 1,760 
iBorambil eres cece | 1888-1911, 24 ,, 204 | 114 | 167 | 158") 951s) 327 | 131 | 151 | 125 | 150 1049 e132 993 1,789 
Lake Cudgellico | 1884-1911, 28 ,, 153 |-111 | 117 | 123 | 186 | 150 ; 111 | 138 | 189 | 182 | 104 | 139 927 1,553 


If that statement is compared with present averages it will be 
found to be a little lower now. ‘Take the Bolagamy average for 
example, in 1911 the average was 17°73 inches. Mr. F. J. Scott, in 
giving his evidence before this Committee, states that the average 
now is 17°56 inches. In preparing these figures I selected places 
from Temora, in the south, to Borambil, near Condobolin, in the 
north. I was most careful in selecting recording stations where the 
records were faithfully kept. The only case I have any doubt about 
is Cudgellico. The figures given are taken from the official records, 
but I believe that for one period this record was not faithfully kept, 
consequently this average was lower than it should be. Theaverage 
at Wyalong for forty years is 18°59 in. and at West Wyalong for 
seventeen years is 18°15 in. 

The whole of the land to be served is good grazing land but not 
heavy carrying. It grows large framed sheep and very fine fat 
lambs. Its value as a wheat-growing proposition puts its use, solely 
for grazing, out of the question. It will be found, however, that 
in this district, similar to others in this State, whea wheat-growing 
is being carried on to its fullest capacity, it will be carrying more 
sheep than it is now. 

I wish to again state that in my opinion a great injustice will be 
done unless this line takes off from Calleen. If the whole of the 
land were Crown lands I do not think the question of taking off 
from Ungarie would ever have been raised. The.men whose land 
will be served by this line are mostly, like myself, original hulders. 
The balance have been in occupation for many years. When these 
men went into this country and started farming they went miles 
beyond what was officially stated to be the limit of safe wheat- 
growing. Now, after going through considerable hardship and con- 
clusively proving the land to be equal to the best in the State for 
wheat-growing, they are faced with the fact that because their land 
is not Crown lands they shall be deprived of the benefit of a railway. 

In conclusion, I wish to state unhesitatingly that if the Crown 
lands to be served are properly subdivided and sufficient care is taken 
to select suitable men, that is men who have the necessary experi- 
ence and plant to farm it in a proper way, this country will in the 
near future be one of the principal granaries of the State. 


795. You have mentioned that a certain area which 
would be served by the Calleen suggestion, would be left 
without railway facilities if the line took off at Ungarie. 
Where is that land situated ?—Largely in the parishes of 
Bolagamy and Mildil. Although that land appears on the 
map to be close to the Rankin Springs line, there is a 
range which is the watershed between the Lachlan and 
Murrumbidgee rivers, and which blocks the carriage of 
wheat across there. Those farmers cart their wheat to 
Wyalong railway station. From my own farm I pay 
cartage on 16 miles to Ungarie railway station. It does 
not appear that distance on the map, but it is so, never- 
theless. It is due to the rectangular turns in the roads. 
I feel confident that if the land to be served by the pro- 
posed ra'lway is properly fallowed it will produce not less 
than 18 bushels to the acre. That crop would be obtained 
every other year, off the same land. _ 

796. If the line took off at Calleen, would it not run 
somewhat close to the existing Wyalong-Carjellico line {— 
Probably a certain area would be duplicated, but that 
would happen, even if the line went from Ungarie. You 
have to travel many miles before you get out of range of 
the existing linc. The angle is more acute from Ungarie 
than it would be if the line took off at Callcen. 

797. Your suggestion is to take off at Calleen, go a little 
south of west, and then swing around to meet the proposed 
line at Ungarie?—Yes. If the line went due west, it 
would run closer to the Ungarie line, and it would leave 
too much land between there and the Rankin Springs line 


unserved. If it went gradually south of west it would add 
very little to the length of the line and it would provide 
more facilities in that country. It would more evenly divide 
the country to be served. 

798. How much longer would that make the railway to 
Monia Gap /—A few miles. 

799. Would the country served compensate for the 
extra length of line?—I think it would. If the line is con- 
structed from Ungarie there will be before many years an 
agitation for a spur line to serve the country I have in mind. 

800. Your idea is that we can kill two birds with the 
one stone if we swing the line a little south of Calleen !— 
Yes. 

801. Mr Traver:.) Whereabouts on the route of the 
proposed railway does your suggested line strike it?— 
Approximately in the parish of Kikiara. 

802. From there it traverses the route of the proposed 
line to Monia Gap?—Yes. After Naradhan is left the line 
runs along the foothills. It does not seem to be wise to run 
along the foothills and leave essential farming land away 
to the north unserved. It would be better to take the line 


‘north of the survey after Naradhan is passed. . 


803. Mr. Osborne has suggested that the railway should 
commence at some point between Ungarie and Wyalong, 
running out near Naradhan, and then proceeding north-west 
in the direction of the Lachlan River ; have you considered 
that suggestion ?—Provided the line went from Rankin 
Springs to Monia Gap that seems to me to be a sound pro- 
position, but if the Rankin Springs line were not extended 
there is a large area of country that would not be served. 

04. You consider that an extension of the Barmedman- 
Rarkin Springs railway as far as-Monria Gap should be 
complementary to the construction of a line from Ungarie 
to Naradhan in the direction of the Lachlan River ?—As 
far as Naradhan. A line at Naradhan would have to pass 
through the gap in the hills whether it went to Monia Gap 
or north-west to the Lachlan River. 

805. Do you contend that if the railway is built it 
should start from Calleen and run towards Monia Gap ?— 
Yes. 

806. Would a line from Calleen to Naradhan give 
general relief to farmers in that district !—Yes, great 
relief to the farmers within range of Naradhan. 


807. It has been stated in evidence that the country, — 


say 10 miles from Naradhan in the direction of Monia 
Gap, is not as good as that which would be traversed by a 
line from Ungarie to Naradhan ?—My recollection of the 
country after Naradhan is passed is that there is a bigger 
percentage of hilly land there, but with the exception of 
those hills it is all excellent wheat Jand. North from 
Monia Gap the country is first-class wheat land. The 
land beyond Monia Gap is most suitable for wheat-growing, 
provided the areas are not made too large. 

808. Supposing a line were constructed from Ungarie or 
from Calleen to Monia Gap would it eventually necessitate 
an extension to Hillston!—The line to Hillston is being 
made. I do not think it would be necessary to extend 


this line as long as it serves the country between Hillston _ 


and Monia Gap. 
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809. In speaking of the wheat lands in the district to be 
served by the proposed railway had you in mind mixed 
farming ?—Yes. 't'o farm 1,000 acres properly you require 
to rua some sheep, It is inadvisable to make the blocks 
large, because if you do there is a tendency for farmers to 
go in for sheep and not to farm the Jand for wheat, and 
this is essentially wheat land. 

810. What is a living area within the influence of the 
proposed railway!—From 800 acres near the railway, to 
1,000 acres further away. = 

811. Mr. Cameron.| Further than 12 miles from the 
line, would you cut the blocks into grazing areas !—Yes, 
it is good grazing land, except that the carrying capacity 
is light. It is very healthy land for sheep. It grows big 
framed sheep, and fattens well. : 

812. I take it that in your opinion the whole of the land 
within a 12 miles influence of the proposed railway is suit- 
able for wheat growing !—Yes, practically all of it. 

813. The land would bo used for agriculture, while the 
land further back from the line lends itself to subdivision 
for grazing purpuses !—Yes, and probably for wheat farm- 
ing, too, under disadvantages because of its distance from 
the railway, 

814. The two forms of settlement operate in entirely 
different areas?!—Yes. Further west there is first-class 
grazing land, although it is not heavy carrying land. 

815. Mr. Burke.] How far is your farm from the rail- 
way !—I pay cartage on 16 miles for my wheat. I consider 
that 12 miles is the limit at which a farmer can profitably 
cart his own wheat if he isa small landhbolder. He cannot 
afford to pay 6d. a bushel to have his wheat carted, and if 
he is more than 19 miles from the railway he cannot go in 
and back ina day. When I was farming on Merringreen, 
the property on which Mr, Douglas is now farming, I paid 
on 10 miles of cartage. 

816. Do you consider it does not pay the small farmer to 
cart wheat more than 10 or 12 miles to the railway /— Yes. 
OF course, if I can make 103, per acre out of my land it 
pays me well, The capital value of my land is about 3 
guineas per acre, so that a return of 10s. per acre pays me 
well. But it would not be a paying proposition to work a 
1,000 acre block under those conditions. 

817. Would you say 12 miles would be tco far for a 
farmer on 600 to 1,000 acres to cart wheat profitably 7—I 
would say he would be unduly handicapped. 

818. Is the rainfall in the Ungarie—Naradhan districts 
sufficient to grow wheat successfully /—Yes, it is ample to 
ensure good crops, except in years of absolute drought. 

819. Do you consider that the land within the influence 
of the proposed railway is as good as that served by the 
Wyalong—Carjellico line ?—Yes. I think there is a great 
deal of better country within the influence of the line I 
suggest. 

820. Witnesses have expressed the opinion that a railway 
should not be constructed through the district in question 
unless a water supply is made. complementary to it ;—are 
you in favour of the line being constructed without special 
facilities being made to provide the district with domestic 
and stock water !—Yes, althongh, of course, a water supply 
would be a great advantage, and I believe the farmers 
could well pay the amount required of them for such water 
supply. At the same time, I am of opinion that the country 
can be settled, as the whole of the Wyalong district has 
been settled, by means of natural tanks dug in the ground. 

821. Mr. Doe.| I understand from your statement that 
the only total crop failures in this portion of the western 
district to be served by the proposed railway occurred in 
1902, 1914, and 1919. Is it your experience that follow- 
ing a year of total failure there has been practically a 
double crop !—Yes, invariably, and you put in your crop 
in the second year at a minimum cost. It is nature’s way 
of fallowing the ground, We have never had two successive 
absolute failures of crop. The droughts of 1902, 1914, and 
1919 were followed by most prolific years. 

822, It was stated by Mr. Walker, who has given 
evidence in this inquiry, that wheat grown in the Wyalong- 
Hillston district is superior for milling purposes to any 
white wheat in the world?—TI think that opinion is correct. 


Witness--A. G. Manning, M.H.R., 27 March, 1928. 


Probably wheat grown in the Gilgandra district would 
compare nearest to it. I have grown Federation wheat at 
Merringreen which went 664 lb. to the bushel. Messrs. 
Crago & Co., who are largely interested in the milling 
business, have built a large mill at Wyalong, and will buy 
all the wheat they can from that district. 

823. It is contended that in order to prevent poor cul- 
tivation it is necessary for the farmer not to have too large 
a block, because, it is stated, if his block isa large one there 
is a tendency for him to give his attention to sheep rather 
than to the cultivation of the soil ;—do you agree with that 
opinion!—Yes. If his area is too large the farmer may 
show a tendency to go in for grazing, and leave wheat- 
farming alone. 

824. [ understand your opinion is that it would be wise 
to extend the Ungarie line to Naradhan with a view to 
continuing it towards the Lachlan River, or to extend the 
Rankin Springs line to a point somewhere near Monia 
Gap ?—My idea is that the line must go past Naradhan if 
you are going to serve that country between Naradhan and 
Hillston, but it may be advisable to extend the railway 
north-westerly towards the Lachlan River, and connect 
Monia Gap with the Rankin Springs line. That, however, 
is a matter for investigation. A line will have to be con- 
structed to Monia Gap if that country is to be successfully 
opened up. 

825. You agree that a good deal of time is lost through 
the rectangular system of roads ;—do you consider that 
some reasonable arrangement could be come to by which 
the roads could be made to radiate from one wheat centre, 
such as Wyalong, thus providing a more direct route to 
the railway station !—That would be very difficult, if not 
impossible, You cannot get away from the necessity of 
having rectangular turns. 

826. Do you think it would be wise, where it is practic- 
able, to construct direct roads to the railway station }— 
Yes, but as the railway stations are- situated every few 
miles the roads must be run as nearly as possible at right 
angles to the line. It is a difficult question. 

827. Mr. Mahony.| Assumiug 12 miles is a fair distance 
to cart wheat, what portion of the district to be served by 
the proposed railway would not be served ?—A great many 
farmers are carting their wheat 14 and 16 miles. If the 
two lines are only 24 miles apart there would be practically 
no land outside of the 12-miles radius not served. 

828. Is there not a straight stock route into Calleen, and 
another going directly west of Wyalong towards Yalgogin 4 
—Yes, 

829. What distance is Yalgogrin from Wyalong ?— 
23 miles. 

830. Is there a direct stock route running north and 
south there ?—Yes, there is one from Yalgogrin. 

831. I understand the shire council does not look after 
the stock routes?—Not necessarily the stock routes. The 
shire council looks after the roads that give access to the 
railway station. 

832. Is there not a direct road that serves the Bolagamy 
and Mildil districts ?—Not as far as I know. 

833. Would the Bolagamy and Mildil districts be served 
by the line !—Mildil is 13 miles from Wyalong. 

834, There is a straight road from there into Wyalong ? 
—Yes. ‘ 

835, You have mentioned something about motor trains 
in your statement ; do you know whether they have been 
run successfully in this State !—The first motor train was 
run on the line from Grafton to Lismore about five years 
ago, and from the Commissioners’ report it is learned that 
the motor service has turned the line from a non-paying 
one into a paying proposition. There are two reasons why 
motor trains are desirable on these branch lines. The first 
is that, except when there is heavy traffic in the wheat 
season, the ordinary locomotive has to draw a heavy un- 
necessary load. The expense incurred in drawing that, 
load and in the maintenance of the line is great. Secondly, 
the ordinary train service is so slow compared with the 
motor train service, Many people prefer to travel by 
motor car instead of by train, because the train journey 
takes so long. 
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Witnesses—A. G. Manning, 27 March, and D, H. Rankin, 6 April, 1923. j 


836. Do you consider that a motor train service on the 
Wyalong line and on the proposed line would be satis- 
factory !—Yes, except when the heavy wheat traffic had 
to be catered for. 

837. Mr Drummond.| There seems to be a considerable 
difference of opinion regarding the water supply in the 
district affected by the proposed line. Mr. Lander, who 
gave evidence before the Committee at Naradhan, was 
asked :— 


Do you believe underground water is available in this district ? 
He replied :— 
Yes, water can always be obtained, 


Do you agree with that opinion ?—I do not think the dis- 
trict has been tested for water. J understand that Mr. 
Douglas has obtained water by means of a bore at Merrin- 
green, but that is since I left there. I see no reason why 
underground water should not be available in the Ungarie- 
Naradhan distric's. I did not make any test for water 
because I felt that the cost of putting down a bore would 
provide me with a permanent tank, ard if the bore turned 
out to be a blank I should have had nothing for the expen- 
diture incurred in putting it down. 

838. What, in your opinion, is a safe sized tank in the 
Ungarie-Naradhan country !—I would consider myself safe 
there with a 3,000 cubic yard tank. <A great deal depends 
upon the suitability of the catchment area. 

839. Is not most of the country to be served by the rail- 
way rather flat 7—Jt is slightly undulating when cleared, 
There are a number of good catchments through it. It 
may appear to be flat country to a man from the New 
England district. 


840. Two witnesses in this inquiry have expressed the 
opinion that in order to ensure a satisfactory water supply 
for the district to be served by the railway it will be neces- 
sary to convey water there by means of a pipe-line or a 
canal system from the Murrumbidgee river ;—do you con- 
sider that is necessary ?—It is desirable. When the water 
supply system for the towns in the southern districts is ~ 
undertaken provision should be made to supply the Wyalong 
district with water. 

841. What would you say is a living area close to the 
railway in the Ungarie and Naradhan districts !—From 
800 to 1,000 acres. 

842. Outside of the 10-mile radius I suppose the farmer 
would require 1,000 acres !— Yes. 

8143. I gather that the line you suggest would link up 
with the proposed line from Ungarie to Monia Gap about 
15 miles from Ungarie t—Approximately. 

844. From your knowledge of the country influenced, 
would you say that if the suggested deviation were made 
it would adversely affect the settlers within a reasonable 
distance of the proposed line from Ungarie to Monia Gap? 
—No. It would serve the whole of the area to be served 
by the proposed railway, and some it would serve better. 
A line from Calleen would pass right through that country 
in a north-westerly direction. It would go a little to the 
south of west fora start, but it would divide the country 
more equally. 

845. Do you believe your suggested line would serve an 
area which otherwise would be left unzserved, without 
inflicting an unnecessary hardship on others who would be 
served if the proposed line were constructe] ?—Yes, and it 
means a few miles less carriage. 


PRIDAY, 6 APRIL, 1923. 
Present; — 
Tur Hon, WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuatrmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony _ 
Francis Micuarn, Burke, Esa. 


Wititim Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap. 


Donald Hugh Rankin, retired farmer, residing at Balgowlah, 
sworn, and examined :— 


846. Chairman.} Will you give the Committee your 
views of the proposed railway ?—I am rather in favour of 
the line taking off at Calleen. The railway station is there, 
and going west from Calleen you pass through practically 
flat country. We might say that 12 miles of line is 
already constructed, and the line would run _ practically 
midway between the Rankin Springs line and that from 
Ungarie to Lake Cargellico, 


847. Which of the two lines, from Ungarie or from 
Calleen, would serve the greater area of good land, mile for 
mile?—That from Calleen. 


848. How far would such line be from the Barmedman- 
Rankin Springs railway /—-At that point it would be close 
to Ungarie. 


849, If the line took off at Calleen and went in the 
direction of Naradhan Gap would not some country be left 
unserved which the Ungarie-Monia Gap line would serve ? 
—No, I think not. I think it would divide the country 
almost equally. I admit that a line at Naradhan would 
be further from the Lake Cargellico line than from the 
Rankin Springs line, but a line from Calleen would pass 
through the best country. 


850. On what do you base that opinion ?—On personal 
observation I having lived in that district for thirty years. 
My place was 3 miles from Calleen. 


851. Mr. Doe.) Are you engaged in farming there now ? 
—I am interested in land out there now. I have 900 acres 
there which is used for farming, 

852. What is your opinion of the line irrespective of 
whether it started from Ungarie or from Calleen !—There 
is a lot of good country on the other side of Naradhan 
which is not served. 

853. There is a suggestion to swing the line around the 
range somewhat west of the proposed route, and in that 
way serve the Gap land ; do you know the country between 
Naradhan and Monia Gap ?—Yes, I have ridden through 
it. There is good mallee country there and there are a 
good many rough hills. Perhaps if you went north the 
hills would be avoided. 


854. You are of opinion that the,line should start from 
Calleen instead of from Ungarie?—Yes. I have farmed in 
the district since 1895, both at Wyalong and at Calleen. 
I went into that country in 1867 and have spent practically 
all my life there. I grew one of the finest hay crops 
within a few miles of Rankin Springs. No doubt there is 
a great deal of good wheat country out there. 
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FRIDAY, 29 JUNE, 1923. 


Present: — 
Tun Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuarrmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


Francis Micuari Burks, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap. 


Charles Austen Hodgson, Traffic Manager, Department of 
Railways, further examined :— 


855. Chairman.| I understand you have a statement to 
submit to the Committee ?—Yes. The following is a copy 
of my letter dated the 23rd June, to the Secretary of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee of Public Works 
respecting the above matter :— 

In reply to your letter of the 8rd ultimo respecting the above- 
mentioned proposal. I have to advise that the length of line to be 
constructed, in the event of the junction being made at Wyalong, 
would be 793 miles, and from Calleen the distance would be 70 
miles, whereas from Ungarie only 59 miles would need to be 
constructed. It will be seen from the enclosed plan that the two 
former proposals do not serve the district between the Rankin’s 
Springs and Lake Cargelligo lines nearly so well as the Ungarie 
proposal, inasmuch as the area to the south would be too close to 
the Rankin’s Springs line, whilst the country to the north would be 
penalised by the extra distance of travel. The Ungarie proposal 
has the advantage of being the shortest line to construct, and being 
centrally situated between the existing lines, would prove to be in 
the best interests of the present and probable settlement.” 

856, Mr. Travers.| In the event of its being decided to 
stop the line at Naradhan, which I understand is the Rail- 
way Commissioners’ view, a line from Calleen and one from 
Wyalong would be common at that point /—Yes. 

857. The extra distance of a line from Wyalong to 
Naradhan, as against Ungarie to Naradhan, would be 20 
miles !—That is so. 

858. Mile for mile, would you expect to get as much 
revenue from one line as from the other ?—_Yes, if it served 
the same area of country. As a matter of fact, a line from 
Ungarie to Naradhan would serve more country than a 
line from Wyalong, in spite of the shorter length of the 
line from Ungarie. 

859. The longer line would increase the cost by 
£116,000?—Yes. I may add that a line from Ungarie to 
Naradhan would get more new traffic. A line from 
Wyalong to Naradhan would probably take away traftic 
from the Rankin’s Springs line; but that would be only 
transferred traffic, not new traftic. 

860. What would be the distance from the Barmedman— 
Rankin Springs line, as the crow flies, to a line from 
Wyalong to Naradhan !—Barely 16 miles. 

861. Would a take-off at Wyalong offer any advantage 
over one from Ungarie from.a railway working point of 
view !—No. 

862. A line from Calleen would be 11 miles longer than 
a line from Ungarie !/—That is so, 

865. Would you get additional traffic on that line 2—No. 

864. Although the extra cost would be £61,000 the 
revenue returns would not be increased beyond what you 
expect to get from the Ungarie proposition !—No. 

865, You state that “the Ungarie proposal has the ad- 
vantage of being the shortest line to construct, and, being 
centrally situated between the existing lines, would prove to 
be in the best interests of the present and probable settle- 
ment.” I take it that means that a line from either Calleen 
or Wyalong would not get new traffic, but would rob the 
present line !—It would get some new traffic, but as regards 
the Ungarie line it would not. 

866. Generally I suppose the country in between those 
<a is very similar ; that is, it does not vary very much 1— 

0. 


867. Mr. Drummond.] In reference to the proposal to take 
off at Calleen it was suggested to the Committee by certain 
witnesses, whose properties lie west of Calleen that, if the 
line took off at Ungarie there would be an area of country 
lying between the proposed line, Ungarie to Monia Gap, 
and the line from Barmedman to Rankin’s Springs, which 
would still be badly served by the proposed line, and that 
under present conditions that part of the country is too far 
distant to permit of the haulage of wheat. Among the 
gentlemen who made that statement was Mr. Flohr, the 
manager of Kurotha Station, which is a property consisting 
of 80,000 acres of improvement leases and 12,000 acres of 
secured land. Mr. Scott of Bolagamy also made the same 
statement. They say that this area would for a time be 
left in a bad position, and that the maximum production 
could not be obtained from it. The manager of Eurotha 
Station states he has been obliged to give up wheat-growing 
because of the distance from the line, and that if the pro- 
posed line were constructed his position would be very 
little improved. In your letter you state that if a line 
were constructed from Calleen it would not serve the dis- 
trict between Rankin’s Springs and Lake Cudgellico ?—I 
said it would not serve it equally as well. 

868. ‘These gentlemen contend that, if the line were taken 
off at Calleen, ran in a westerly direction, and then slightly 
to the north on to the proposed surveyed line, it would well 
serve the area in which they live, and that the people in 
the other area would not be placed under any disability. 
What is your idea?—In dealing with this question, J had 
to study the greatest good for the greatest number. There 
is no doubt that, if the line ran from Calleen, it would 
undoubtedly suit the people who happen to live on that 
track better than one running from Ungarie. That is no 
doubt why they are so interested in a line from Calleen. 
A line running through your property is better than one 8 
miles away. So I am not surprised that they urge the line 
should run from Calleen. But the fact remains that a line 
from Calleen to Naradhan would not serve as much new 
country as a line from Ungarie. The question is whether 
the State should build new railways for people who have 
already good access to a railway line. Should we build 
additional lines to bring within 2 miles of a railway a 
man who at present is only 8 or 10 miles away ? 

869. If the line, by taking off at Calleen, would bring 
within reasonable distance of the railway an additional 
area of 80,000 or 100,000 acres, do you think the expense 
of taking the line off at Calleen would be justified ?—I say 
that all the land that would be affected is already within 
reasonable distance of the railway. All the additional 
land which would be served by running a line from Calleen 
is already reasonably served. 

870. The people who live there say it would not be 
served /—If I could get a railway diverted to run through 
my property I would certainly ask for it. 

S71. If there is 100,000 acres which would not be pro- 
perly served except by taking off at Calleen, would the 
Committee be justified in recommending the additional 
expenditure ; I should like an answer, yes or no, to my 
question. If there is not 100,000 acres, the Committee 
would not be justified !—I say there is not 100,000 acres 
that would not be served, 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


RAILWAY FROM URANQUINTY TOWARDS MOON’S SIDING, 


REPORT. 


THe PARLIAMENTARY STANDING CoMMITTEE ON PuBLIC Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1912 (8 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13 George V, No. 19), to whom 
was referred for consideration and report ‘‘ the expediency of constructing a line 
of Railway from Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding,” have, after due inquiry, 
resolved that it is expedient the proposed railway be constructed; and in 
accordance with subsection (d) of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, 
report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. The question of constructing the proposed line was first brought under the 
notice of the Public Works Department in September, 1919, when a deputation 
waited on the Minister of the day (Hon. R. T. Ball) at Lockhart to urge the 
necessity of a railway from near Wagga to Corobomilla, The official evidence shows 
that on that occasion it was pointed out that the proposed line would serve a large 
area of valuable country between the Murrumbidgee River and the existing line 
from The Rock, and considerably facilitate settlement and production. Under 


existing conditions it was stated that, owing to distance from a railway—in © 


some cases as much as 30 miles—settlers had a hard fight to keep going, and 
that with a railway they would be in a position to grow crops profitably, and 
many large estates would be subdivided. It was added that with the river water 
available irrigation was possible, and properly used would result in intense culture 
from which would accrue considerable profit from any railway constructed. Another 
aspect was that the line would provide a direct means of access for starving stock 
going from the Riverina and the south-west to Humula, Tarcutta, and the 
Tumbarumba Mountains. 


Replying to the deputation the Minister referred to the great possibilities of 
the district, more particularly in view of the water in the Murrumbidgee being 
available for irrigation, and the ultimate settlement on small areas of a large number 
of people who would under irrigation go in for intense cultivation, and promised to 
obtain an estimate and report from the Railway Commissioners, with a view to 
referring the proposal to the Committee. 


Subsequently exploratory surveys were made from Wagga and Uranquinty, 
and as a result of these investigations it was decided that the most suitable route 
would be from Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding. Following the change of 
Government in 1920, the parliamentary representatives of the district interviewed 
the then Minister (Hon. J. Hstell), and presented a petition bearing 250 signatures 
of residents, urging the construction of the proposed line. In reply, the Minister 
stated that if the Railway Commissioners reported favourably upon the proposal he 
would send the matter on for the consideration of the Committee. 

The Railway Commissioners having furnished their statutory report on 


the proposal, the matter was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 
22nd November, 1922. THE 
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v1 


THE PROPOSED LINE. 


2. The proposed railway commences by a junction with the Great Southern © 
railway at 323 miles 62 chains from Sydney and about 1 mile south of Uranquinty 
station, and proceeds in a generally north-westerly direction; passes Roping Pole 
Lake, crosses Bullenbong Creex, and, continuing, reaches a point about 1 mile 
south of Old Man Creek, where it ends at 350 miles 62 chains from Sydney. ‘The 


works are light, the ruling grade 1 in 110, and the sharpest curve of 15 chains radius. 


ESTIMATED COST. 

3. The estimated cost of a single line 28 miles 35 chains in length, with 60-1b. 
rails, earth ballasted, a ruling grade of 1 in 110 with and against the load, and the 
sharpest curve of 15 chains radius, is £165,520, or £5,821 per mile. 

As referred to the consideration of the Committee the estimated cost of a line 
27 miles in length was £156,000. It has been found, however, that the 27-mile 
point is not suitable for a terminal station, and the length has been extended to 
28 miles 85 chains. The higher cstimate includes the cost of the extension and 
terminal station. 


Other items of expenditure are:—£39,052 for rails; £23,647 for sleepers ; 
£12,060 for station works; £11,829) for earthworks; £10,645 for level crossings ; 
£5,100 for station buildings; and £25,249 for engineering and contingencies, Xc., 
at 18 per cent. 


ESTIMATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
4, The estimated annual expenditure is £12,715, including £9,105 for interest 
at 54 per cent. and £3,610 working expenses. ‘The estimated revenue is £9,500— 
a difference of £3,215. 


It is anticipated that the traffic will be obtained from an expansion of the 
dairying industry in the district to be served, supplemented by the agricultural and 
pastoral industries, and that the subdivision of large holdings may be looked for as 
a means of further increasing production. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


5. In their statutory report the Railway Commissioners state that there is 
admittedly an area of rich agricultural and pastoral land lying between the 
Narrandera—Junee line and that portion of The Rock—Oaklands line as far as Boree 
Creek now unserved by railway communication, the average width of this stretch 
of country being about 30 miles. The Murrumbidgee liver intersects this area, 
running diagonally between Wagga Wagga and Narrandera for a distance of 54 
miles, according to map measurements. 


In connection with the investigation as to the route, exploratory surveys 
from Wagga Wagga and Uranquinty disclosed that the former would b2 6 miles 
longer than that from Uranquinty, and the latter route has the advantage of 
avoiding the hills close to Wagga, as well as the floods from the Murrumbidgee 
River at that end. 


Further investigations showed that the existing settlement and development 
could be well scrved by such an exteasion for a distanc2 of 27 miles from 
Uranquinty. 

The district concerned is rich land already closely settled by a good class of 
farmer, and with railway communication there is every probability of an expansion 
of the dairying industry supplemented by agricultural and pastoral production, and 
the subdivision of the remaining large holdings could be looked for as a means of 
further increasing the production. The rich flats of the Murrumbidgee River, and 
their suitability for lucerne-growing, and the soil, climate, and rainfall conditions 
are well known; and as the land on the south side of the Murrumbidgee River is 
considered to be better than for a corresponding distance on the northern side, now 
served by the existing line from Junee to Narrandera, from which highly satisfactory 
results have been achieved, it would seem reasonable to expect the proposed railway 
to prove equally reproductive. In view of the foregoing, the Commissioners 
recommend for favourable consideration the construction of the line. 

TUE 


vil 
TIE AREA TO BE SERVED. 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 


6. The country between the proposed line and the Murrumbidgee River on 
the north, and the existing line from The Rock to Lockhart on the south, and for a 
distance of 12 miles beyond the proposed terminus, consists of rich red soil, is 
almost fully occupied, and is capable of great development, including intense culture 
on limited areas on the river flats. Along the river there is country subject to flood, 
which varies in character; but according to information tendered by the District 
Surveyor generally not more than 200 acres of this class of country would be 
required for a dairy farm. The remainder of the country is similar to that 
between The Rock to Lockhart line, and is suitable for close settlement. With 
the exception of a little pine, likely to be required for local use, there is no timber 
of commercial value. 


LANDS INFORMATION. 


Owing to the absence of crossing facilities over the Murrumbidgee River 
the lands information placed before the Committee has been limited to the southern 
side of the river, and equidistant between the proposed and the existing line from 
The Rock to Lockhart. 


It is estimated that within this area are 277,231 acres, including 268,700 of 
alienated; 7,500 of reserved; 600 of leased; and 481 of Crown lands forfeited in 
October, 1922. 


There is a Government forest reserve of 4,400 acres within the affected area, 
this consisting of partly open red-gum forest, thick box and gum, with yellow box 
along the river flats. This country consists principally of swampy clay flats, and 
the soil of red and grey clay. 


The area affected by the proposal contains thirteen Closer Settlement Purchase 
Areas, with a total of 34,000 acres. These areas were acquired by the Government 
under the provisions of the Closer Settlement Act, and include Brookong, Boree 
Creck No. 6, Priory, Towarra, Berry Jerry, Dellapool, New Grove Estate, Hillside, 
Clapperton, Culleys, Salmons No. 2, Wilds, and Rogers No.5. All the farms in 
these areas, which range from 698 to 955 acres, were applied for and allotted by 
the Minister at prices varying from £3 12s. €d. to £6 11s. 4d. per acre. 


KKAINFALL. . 


The average annual rainfall varies from 20 inches at Uranquinty to 17 inches 
at the terminal point. 
STATISTICAL, 


Including 69,000 acres in the Ganmain district on the northern side of the 
Murrumbidgee, the area of alienated lands is approximately 233,320 acres, of which 
in 1921-22 a total of 38,114 was cultivated. The areas under wheat from 1919-20 
to 1921-22 were 19,421, 35,962, and 31,712 acres, with average yields of 3, 15, 
and 14 bushels respectively. 


The greasy wool return from 103,880 sheep shorn in 1920 was 708,716 lb, 
and 721,619 lb. from 91,376 sheep shorn in 1922. The milch cows increased in 
number from 307 in 1920 to 678 in 1922. The butter production, however, fell 
from 19,781 to 17,427 1b. in the same period, whilst the cheese production increased 
from 125,268 to 217,165 lb., the bulk of this coming from the Ganmain area on the 
northern side of the river. 


THE INQUIRY AND EVIDENCE. 


7. In carrying out their inquiry the Committee have inspected large areas of 
agricultural and other country in the district affected by the proposed line, including 
that immediately adjacent to the Murrumbidgee River where private operations for 
the irrigation of lucerne and fruit are being carried on. In addition an inspection 
has been made of country beyond the proposed terminal point, embracing the wheat- 

growing 
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growing settlements of Sandigo and Birrego, and also pastoral and other areas east 
of Corobomilla, Moon’s Siding, and Narrandera, to each of which centres it has been 
suggested the line should be extended. Evidence has also been heard in Sydney, 
Wagga Wagga, Cross Roads, Brookdale, Sandigo, and Narrandera. : 


Summarised, the evidence submitted at Wagga and various points along the 
route shows that at Collingully, Brookdale, and Sandigo—settlements which 
practically cover the district to be served—there is an area of 245,794 acres, the 
whole of which is agricultural land suitable for mixed farming, 


Of this area, 45,610 acres were under wheat in 1922, and deducting 10,000 
acres used for hay, yielded an average of 13} bushels to the acre. The area fallowed 
in the same period was 24,445 acres. 


Statistics affecting the various settlements are set out as follow :— 


Collingully. 
Total area... i rf ted ve 62,192 acres. 
Area in crop, 1922 ... 13,057 acres. 
132,491 bush. 


Total bushels ae AN: soe 
Total tons hay . . 

Total area fallowed ... oe ri a 
Average distance from present rail ee 
Average distance from sidings on proposal 
Annual saving on cartage if line were built 


“Brookdale, 
Total area ists see eee eoe eee 
Area in crop, 1922 ... oa es fat 


Total bushels 

Total tons hay 

Total area fallowed ... sie as 
Average distance from present rail . 
Average distance from sidings on proposal 
Annual saying on cartage if line were built 


4,713 tons. 
7,135 acres 
124 miles. 
3 miles. 
£4,000, 


108,727 acres. 
14,723 acres. 
181,518 bush. 
3,229 tons. 
6,149 acres. 
18 miles. 

41 miles. 


£4,000. 


Sandigo. 
Total area ie Ae 79,873 acres. 
Area in crop, 1922... on 13,000 acres. 
Total bushels 132,338 bush. 
Total tons hay 2,344 tons, 
Area fallowed : aes ve 4 8,205 acres. 
Average distance from present rail aes 15 miles. 
Average distance from proposed terminus 114 miles. 
Annual saving on cartage if line were built ; £713. 
Average distance if line were extended to Sandigo 34 miles. 
Annual further saving if line were extended to Sandigo £2,608. 


Summary of Statistics. 


Total area... AG tee tas Hors 
Area in crop, 1922 ... 

Total bushels , 

Total tons hay 

Area fallowed 


245,794 acres. 
40,780 acres. 
446,347 bush, 
10,286 tons. 
21,489 acres, 


_ The xoads of the country to be served are of surface character, and during 
the haulage season are very much cut up. The average distance from present 
haulage is 15} miles, which will be reduced with the construction of the proposed 
line to 53 miles. It is estimated that if the line is built the total annual saving to 
farmers in cartage costs will be £8,715, representing, if capitalised at 6 per cent., a 
borrowing capacity of £145,200. 


| The settlers within the influence of the proposed line are estimated to number 

169, and evidence has been forthcoming to the effect that those occupying the half- 

dozen large pastoral holdings in the affected area, varying in acreage from 9,000 to 

15,000, are prepared to subdivide and thus encourage settlement. Although this 

-country is being used for grazing the bulk of it is suitable for agriculture, and with 

-railway construction, it is stated, would be put under wheat. Excluding the large 
estates 


1X 


estates referred to, the average areas held by the settlers are from 600 to 700 acres ; 
some are as low as 400 acres, although these are regarded as insufficient. under 
existing conditions. With a 600-acre holding the usual method adopted by the 
farmer is to crop from 300 to 400 and fallow 200 acres. Upon the river areas, 
where lucerne is cultivated and dairying is also carried on, 200 to 300 acres are 
regarded as a living area. 


The carrying capacity of the country has been described throughout the 
inquiry as a sheep to the acre. The stock depastured in 1922 numbered 146,414 
sheep, 6,301 cattle, and 3,000 horses. The country generally is suitable for fat- 
lamb raising, but inconvenience is experienced in driving the stock for a couple of 
days to the railway trucks. 


SUGGESTED EXTENSIONS OF PROPOSED LINE. 


8. Although one-sixth of the total area in the Sandigo district was under crop 
in 1922—namely, 13,000 acres—it has been represented that with an extension of 
the line to the township this would be very greatly increased, inasmuch as certain 
of the settlers on Dellapool have to cart wheat long distances to Boree Creek or 
Narrandera. It has been asserted in evidence that production is thus practically 
crippled, and that the construction of the proposed line will not materially assist the 
farmers unless it is extended to Sandigo. 


In addition to the above, the Committee have had under consideration the 
question of an extension through Sandigo to the main line at or between Corobomilla 
and Narrandera, the stated object being to improve the cartage conditions of the 
farmers affected; to bring the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area in touch with the 


produce of the river country between Narrandera and Wagga Wagga; to provide ° 


facilities during dry periods for the carriage of stock, 30,000 of which are stated to 
have passed through Sandigo during the present year to the hilly country in the 
neighbourhood of Tumbarumba; and to give an outlet into the district for coal 
from the Coorabin mine, near Oaklands, by the ultimate construction cf a branch 
from Boree Creek. It has to be pointed out, however, that with the construction of 
the proposed line, the whole of the country affected by the suggested extension will 
be within a 12 miles radius of railway communication; and the Committee are of 
opinion that before any extension is considered the effects of the construction of the 
proposed line should be noted. 


Consideration has also been given to a suggestion that in order to better 
serve the river lands, the proposed line be deviated from a point immediately north 
of Bullenbong to Cross Roads, turning thence westerly along the main road until 
it reaches the original survey. In view, however, of the fact that the river lands 
are already within easy cartage distance of the proposed line, and that the adoption 
of the suggestion would involve extra length and cost of construction, and would 


not serve any extra country, the Committee do not see their way to favourably 
entertain it. 


CONCLUSION. 


9. The Committee have arrived at the conclusion that it is expedient the 
proposed line be constructed. 


The district through which the proposed line passes is somewhat similar, if 
not superior to other parts of Riverina, through which railways have been 
constructed and are now giving satisfactory results; and whilst it is being 
developed by farmers who are bringing modern and scientific methods to bear upon 
wheat and other production, there is still room for considerable expansion, which 
will undoubtedly be brought about by railway communication and the cutting up 
of large estates of agricultural land at present used for grazing. 


The proposed line may be regarded as one calculated to promote settlement, 
and to ultimately prove very satisfactory from a financial point of view. It has 
to be noted that the estimated annual revenue is at least two and a half times greater 
than the working expenses. 


RESOLUTION 
t 8935—5 
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RESOLUTION PASSED. 

10. The resolution passed by the Committee i is shown in the following e3 

-from their Minutes of Proceedings :— ‘| 
Mr. Burke moved :—That in the opinion of the Comauiinee it is expedient the ree 


from Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding, with a length of 8; miles 35 
constructed, at an estimated cost of £165,520. 


Mr. Mahony seconded the motion, which was carried, _ 


ing 


W. T. DICK, 2 
(Chairman. 


Ofiee of the Parliamentary Sct Committee on Public Ware 
Parliament House, Sydney, 3 August, 1923. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


RAILWAY FROM URANQUINTY TOWARDS MOON’S SIDING. 


WEDNESDAY, 13 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Veresent: — 
Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (CHammay). 


The Hon. Jonn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis MictarL Burke, Esa. 
WiLuiAM CAMERON, Eso. 


Davy Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


‘the Committeee considered the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding. 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under Secretary, Department of 
Public Works, sworn, and examined :— 


1, Chairman.| You have prepared a statement with 
_ respect to this proposal ?—Yes, it reads as follows :— 


PRoProseD RAILWAY FROM URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon’s SIDING. 


Estimated Cost, £156,000, or £5,777 per mile, exclusive of land and 
compensation. 
Length, 27 miles ; ruling grade, 1 in 110; sharpest curve, 15 chains 
- radius. 


On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways moved in the Legislative Assembly, ‘‘ That 
it be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works to consider and report upon the expediency of constructing a 
line of railway from Uraniuinty towards Moon’s Siding.” 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

This proposed railway commences by a junction with the Great 
Southern Railway at 328 miles 62 chains from Sydney and about 1 
mile south of Uranquinty Station, and proceeds ina generally north- 
westerly direction; passes Roping Pole Lake, crosses Bullenbong 
Creek, and, continuing, reaches a point about 1 mile south of Old 
Man Creek, where it ends at 350 miles 62 chains from Sydney. The 
works are light, with a ruling grade of 1 in 110; the sharpest curve 
is 15 chains radius. 

The Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report, dated 2nd Novem- 
ber, 1922, is as follows :— 


Proposed RAILWAY FROM URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon’s SIDING. 


In accordance with the request of the Minister for Railways, and 
in pursuance of the provisions of the Public Works Act, 1912, the 
Commissioners beg to submit their report on the abovementioned 
proposal. ; 

There is admittedly an area of rich agricultural and pastoral land 
lying between the Narrandera-Junee line and that portion of the 
Rock-Oaklands line as far as Boree Creek now unserved by railway 
communication, the average width of this stretch of country being 
about 30 miles. The Murrumbidgee River intersects this area, 
running diagonally between Wagga Wagga and Narrandera for a 
distance of 54 miles, according to map measurements 

In connection with the investigation as to the route, exploratory 
surveys from Wagga Wagga and Uranquinty disclosed that the 
former would be 6 miles longer than that from Uranquinty, and the 
latter route has the advantage of avoiding the hills close to Wagga 
Wagga, as well as the floods from the Murrumbidgee River at that 
end. 

Further investigations showed that the existing settlement and 
development could be well served by such an extension for a distance 
e 27 miles from Uranquinty, as shown in red on the accompany ing 
plan. 

The district concerned under this proposal is rich land already 
closely settled by a good class of farmer, and with railway com- 
munication there is every probability of an expansion of the dairying 
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industry supplemented by agricultural and pastoral production, and 
the subdivision of the remaining large holdings could be looked for 
as a means of further increasing the production. The.rich flats of the 
Murrumbidgee River, and their suitability for lucerne growing, and 
the soil, climate, and rainfall conditions are well known ; and as the 
land on the south side of the Murrumbidgee River is considered to 
be better than for a corresponding distance on the northern side, 
now served by the existing line from Junee to Narrandera, from 
which highly satisfactory results have been achieved, it would seem 
reasonable to expect the proposed railway to prove equally repro- 
ductive. 

In view of the foregoing, the Commissioners recommend for 
favourable consideration the construction of the length of 27 miles 
above referred to. 


The financial prospects of the proposal are as under :— 


Estimated cost of construction...... 9 sesereee ; £156,000 
Estimated Annual Expenditure— 
Interest on cost of construction 
(£156,000) at 54 per cent....... £8,580 
Working Expenses....., Soaeohecacvaee : 3,420 
£12,000 
Estimated Annual Revenue.......... ceaenenteanoaneeele’ 9,000 
Difference ; £3,000 
The Common Seal of the Rail- 
way Commissioners for New 
South Wales was hereunto [Seal. ] 
affixed the second day of JAMES FRASER, 
November, one J. H. Cann, 


nine hundred and twenty- 
two, in the presence of— 


W. Jno. Morris, Secretary. 


thousand | 


This proposed railway appears to have been first brought forward 
in September, 1919, when a deputation waited on the Minister of the 
day (Mr. Ball) at Lockhart to urge the necessity of a railway from 
near Wagga to Corobomilla. The deputation included Councillor 
Wilson (Mitchell Shire), Messrs. Ryan, Herbert, R. 8. Drummond, 
Leitch, G. E. Holmes, and others. 

It was pointed out by the deputation that the proposed line would 
serve a large area of valuable country between the Murrumbidgee 
River and the existing line from The Rock, and considerably facilitate 
settlement and production. Under the present conditions there was 
a good deal of closer settlement on small areas, but owing to the 
distance from a railway—in some cases as much as 3) miles—the 
holders had a hard fight to keep going. With a railway these 
settlers would be in a position to grow crops profitably, and many 
large estates would be subdivided. Also with the river water avail- 
able irrigation was possible, and properly used would result in intense 
culture from which would accrue considerable profit from any rail- 
way constructed. Another aspect was that the line would provide 
a direct means of access for starving stock going from the Riverina 
and the south-west to Humula, Tarcutta, and the Tumbarumba 
Mountains. 
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Witnesseg—T. B. Cooper, 13 December, 1922, and W. Hutchinson, 15 January, 1923. 


The Minister, in reply, said that he recognised the great possibili- 
ties of the district, more particularly in view of the water in the 
Murrumbidgee being available for irrigation and the ultimate settle- 
ment on small areas of a large nimber of people who would under 
irrigation go in for intense cultivation. He would obtain an estimate 
and report from the Railway Commissioners, with a view to referrlng 
the proposal to the Public Works Committee. 


A quantity of statistical information with regard to the district 
served by the proposed railway was furnished by Mr. G. K. Holmes, 
Hon. Secretary, Associated Railway Leagues, Belfraydon, Urana- 
road. ‘This was forwarded on to the Railway Department and will 
uo doubt be made available to the Committee by the Commissioners’ 
officers if required, 


Subsequently exploratory surveys were made from Wagga Wagga 
and Uranquinty, and asa result of these investigations it was decided 


that the most suitable route would be from Uranquinty towards 
Moon’s Siding, as now submitted. 

On the question of route, Mr. P. J. Conway, Collongullie, via 
Wagga, wrote suggesting that the line be taken from Wagga Wagga 
along the river flats, whereby a large area of dairying and lucerne- 
growing country would be served. 

Following oa the change of Government in 1920, Messrs. R T. 
Ball and W. J. O’Brien, Ms.L.A., interviewed the then Minister 
(Hon J. Estel!, M.L.A.), and presented a petition bearing some 250 
signatures of residents, urging the construction of the proposed line. 
In reply, Mr. Estell stated that if the Railway Commissioners 
reported favourably upon the proposal he would send the matter on 
to the Public Works Committee. 

The Commissioners were then asked for their Statutory Report on 
the proposal. This was furnished on 2nd November, 1922, and is as 
quoted above. 


MONDAY, 15 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present:—- 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHatrmay). 


The Hon. Joun ‘Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuaet Burke, Esq. 


i 


Wituam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty 
towards Moon’s Siding. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, sworn and examined :— 
2. Chairman.| Have you details of the cost of the proposed railway ?—Yes, as follows :— 
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.—~CONSTRUCTION BRANCH. 


URANQUINTY TO CoROBIMILLA (Section 1) Rarupway, Tetan Survey (Uranxnguinry TOWARDS Moon’s Srp1na@a). 
’ 


Statement showing estimated cost of a single line of railway, with 60-lb. rails ; earth ballasted ; length of line, 28 miles 35 chains; ruling 
grade 1 in 1)0 with load, 1 in 110 against load ; sharpest curve 15 chains radius. 


Description of work. Estimated Cost. Summary. Ea Hic 
£ Aso ads £ Ha ed, 2 
Warth works senrerasdcnceuimaane sgstel semis Ronen seas cevaciaeecas ones AORN SR as Raa ice tant eae neh toReeetis 115820 “030 inv Pome geeee 414 
Waterways ay ucatescoeeeacst vt coat enineat dete cus astinemuantlren gained sue anak emia aisle keen aetna Aearenadis AE 9,485 0 0 sauiedet tet ‘ 330 
Leveljerossings; 2&3 jeecssscccensresserccatcencunett eee onaeeecuieeeam eceeneatienaeoe eine cvenseee de unaemeadenaan ant 10,645 0 0 saline ee e 378 
Permanent-way material—Rails ..... speqoauonsa8 ASOHOONE Bobe scbndoncas Soodobentouct Bande Aap aotEm osdudmosngcass 39,082 > 0) ROR) Steemeeneeme . 1,373 
d ” Mreighbi se wminecscccsss seca ete tars soe iesnaiies sie ponoe pace cea chairs os ieee 3,108 0 0 aaddapaedte 3 109 
£ 
Platela ying racncsemeendenenes Ap SUG. aranceaeaivlne e siete levciaictacnisie ce sateau Miioates satasemelelocialealebier sites - UO O © 
Ballastin gesanwecnreeee: sbaeuhtecendessemeencers ced leita beste’ os Satie a cilssarene ern eesen veelecelsmecee 7,963 0 0 
DICSPELS. Wide scsasenocerauvsenesstnecdiaerse cde aadienenatwiaeeenes shes reactreers AE ence MOTOR 23,647 0 0 
—_—_ —— 36,615 0 0 1,287 
—_————| 110,755 0 0 |———— 
Junctions and signals... cccusccscitice tinvonses tkerastas reamrraaiaaen ASO ROME nde acne tees te 4,500 0 0 3,894 
Station works ........ stneaSenaes Nederdece ees tons seecshay erin treed tea ere Ner ten eCi ice eae Sia stenetees graeee 12,069 0 0 
-———_———.-——| 16,560 0 0 581 
Station buildings Tidwabedtsiaaros AE ehont canny an eee Teeth cesitea netin Tuaromne ae Semana ecctosne iol Meine Beue onsen 5,100 0 0 179 
Water supply ........ Ieuan unt meduoloaie seuselae vn dattecaeeene cles ace onan estan acn eer alias Ad aivanaecobemangnaeaus Ne  “aohooatooc: . 4,400 0 0 158 
Maleage postsiimswssnsaanies aesannane Sb Hoabd tetinienednpondontnogocaa opp dcuangedota na ROOD OORRGGE SemtOCh ObtllP — , aowabmodec’ 113 30; 30 4 
‘Relepraphsand telephone dines maranacns resection state enaeeeneeeenen ere taerts SAGAS abaaeevs aanjes5) aN spdeonesGaat 2,843 0 O 100 
Hg wipmenmt: of Cangs7..2.. can tashonlyasmancnmpeeece eonepeee oie ice sina nibhiulue cia et iniclatie kerma Mo wateie acre ue ete cats all laminates cceie tae 500 0 0 17 
; 140,271 0 0| 4,933 
Bagineering ard contingencies, dc. 5 18 per cent.. ccumiiseccscuici sree evegche ere vse ne cueeenae Deanenee Soninsosod . 25,249 0 0 888 
cima : £165,520 0 0} 5,821 


J would like to draw attention toa slight difference. In 
the Commissioners’ report the length of the line is given as 
27 miles. I have taken it as 28 miles 35 chains because I 
found that the 27-mile point was not suitable for a terminal 
In my previous estimate I took the length of line 
and multiplied the 27 miles by the average cost. The 


station. 


Estimated average cost per mile=£5,821. 


terminal station is a little mcre expensive and was not in 
cluded in the average cost per mile. 

3. Mr. Travers.| The Railway Commissioners’ estimate is 
£156,000 and yours is £165,520. I take it that the differ- 
ence of £9,520 is mainly due to your line being 1 mile 35 
ehains longer ?—That is the main difference. There would 
also be the difference in a terminal station, 


WEDNESDAY, 


3} 


709 


WEDNESDAY, 17 JANUARY, 1928. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuarrmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers, 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 
Francis Micuar, Burke, Esq, 


| 
| 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian James Dos, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty to 
Moon’s Siding. 


Charles Austen Hodgson, Chief Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn, and examined :— 


4. Chairman.| Have you a statement to submit with 
respect to the proposed tramway from Uranquinty towards 
Moon’s Siding !— Yes, as follows :— 


Proposed RarLway FROM URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon’s SIDING. 


The following is a copy of my report to the Commissioners, dated 
Ist November, 1922 :— ; 


A preliminary report was made on this propozal by mein December, 
1919, when I poiated out that there was an area of rich agricultural 
and pastoral land lying between the Narrandera—Junee line and 
that portion of The Rock—Oaklands line as far as Boree Creek now 
unserved by railway communication. The average width of this 
strip of country is about 30 miles, The Murrumbidgee River inter- 
sects this area, running diagonally between Wagga Wagga and 
Narrandera for a distance of 54 miles according to map measure- 
ment. 

It was also pointed out that the route then explored from Wagga 
Wagga was 6 miles longer than the one from Uranquinty, and the 
latter has the advantage of avoiding the hills close to Wagga Wagga 
as well as the flood from the Murrumbidgee River at that end. 

In order to better divide the country a suggestion was made by 
me that the line should be deviated to the north as shown ia red on the 
accompanying plan. I recommended that trial survey be made for 
half the length of the through line, as in my opinion the existing 
settlement and development could be well served by such an exten- 
sion for a distance of 27 miles from Uranquinty. The survey for the 
full length was made, and amounts to £312,000 for a distance of 
524 miles, having a ruling grade of 1 in ]10 and minimum curve of 
15 chains radius. 

I am well acquainted with the district concerned in this proposal, 
and for a length of 27 miles the line would undoubtedly serve a 
rich area of land already closely settled by a good class of farmer, 
and with railway communication there is every probability of an 
expansion of the dairying industry, supplemented by agriculture 
and pastoral, and the subdivision of the remaining large holdings 
could be looked for as a means of further increasing the production. 
The rich flats of the Murrumbidgee for lucerne-growing, and the 
soil, climate, and rainfall conditions are too well known to need 
enlarging upon; and as the land on the south side of the river is 
considered to be better than for a corresponding distance on the 
north side now served by the existing line from Junee to Narrandera 
from which highly satisfactory results have been achieved, it would 
seem reasonable to expect the proposed railway to prove equally 
reproductive. I therefore recommend the construction of a length 
of about 27 miles, and as this would cost about half the amount 
ao for the full length, the financial position is summarised 

elow :— 


eS 
Peat vie cle COBUR aes auchivetnnec dick ota sesh oe wins Frias see 156,000 
Interest on above at 5% per cent.... ...... £8,580 
VIELE OX DPENZOSicoccsleverscansstecesess dacenoe 3,420 
12,000 
IPSEIMIALERD TOVENUG .ccsecsicovsecscesees Da naect tee aa 9,000 
Difference mmc cee voce crete eo £3,000 


5. Assuming the line were built to a point 27 miles 
from Uranquinty, would there be anything in the future 
which would lead to its extension towards the Narrandera 
line ?—It would link up probably at Corobimilla. 

6. It would not go to Moon’s Siding /—No, 

7. Mr. Travers.| I suppose most of the traffic on this 
line will come from the south of the river /— Yes. 

8. Is it likely to be a competitor with The Rock to Boree 
Creek line?—No. 

9. What area to the north do you consider The Rock to 
Boree Creek line now serves —About 10 miles. 

10. The proposed line from Uranquinty to a point 27 
miles, at its most distant point would not be more than 
20 miles from the existing Rock to Boree Creek line 1— 
No; it would not anywhere be 20 miles distant. 

11. So that to a certain extent it would take some of 
that traffic ?—A little on the border. 


. 


12. Is the area, marked as flooled, good country !—Yes:. 

13. Do you expect to get traffiz from the north of the 
proposed line ?—Yes, as far as the river. 

14. What distance would that be—6 or 7 miles ?—Yes ; 
in some cases it would be more. 

15, Generally speaking, the bulk of the traffic would come 
from the southern side?—I think it will get as much from 
the north. The nearer you get to the river the richer the 
country. 

16. We make it that the land is so surveyed that it 
fairly divides the country between the river and the present 
line from The Rock to Boree Creek !—Yes. 

17. What about the country beyond the end of the pro- 
posed line in the direction of Moon’s Siding?—That is 
already served by the Jerilderie linc. 

18. But you will get a certain amount of traffic from 
beyond where the line terminates ?—Yes. The influence of 
this line, if it terminates 27 miles from Uranquinty, will 
just about overlap the influence of the line which runs 
through Moon’s Siding, 

19. You are likely to draw some traffic from the direction 
of Sandigo !— Yes. 

20. The line is stopped so as to divide the country 
between the terminus of the proposed line and the existing 
line from Narrandera ?—Yes, it is stopped so as to get out 
of the influence of the Narrandera to Jerilderie line. 

21. The whole of the country is fairly divided 1—Yes. 
The river forms a natural obstacle to the flow of traffic. 
All traffic north of the river can go to the existirg line 
from Junee to Narrandera. 

22. Over the river you would probably start the line about 
Wagga, and divide the country better !— Undoubtedly. 

23. The increase of the estimate from £156,000 to 
£165,520 by Mr. Hutchinson, I take it, will only affect 
your interest charges /—Yes. 

24. That would amount to roughly £522, which would 
not make any appreciable difference in the financial results 
of the line?—No. 

25. The estimated revenue is at least two and a half 
times greater than the working expenses /— Yes. 

26. That shows it is a pretty good proposition !—-It does. 
In my report I said that the country was already settled. 
That makes all the difference in the world. 

27. Chairman.| Although the country is already settled 
you hope to have some alteration in the form of settlement 
as the result of the construction of this line?—Yes, we 
hope that the large estates—there are some—will be cut 
up. We shall then get more settlers and there will be 
greater production because the settlers can get within reach 
of their market. 

28. The dairy industry is also likely to be benefited !—- 
Yes. 

29. Mr. Burke.| What is the nature of the country from 
the terminal point to Moon’s Siding ?—It is hiily as you 
get towards that end ; you get away from the river flats, 

30. Has there been a trial survey made?—Yes. 

31. The best country would be served by having the 
terminal point where shown on plan?—Yes, that would 
serve the best country. 

32. From the terminal point would the nature of the 
country justify the extension of the line to Moon’s Siding? 
No, 

33. In your opinion it is only justified to the terminal 
point ’—Yes. 
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TUESDAY, 27 FEBRUARY, 19238. 


Present :— 
Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuatrman). 


The Hon. JoHN TRAVERS. 
Francis Micoaen. Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JaMes Dor, Esq. 


Davin Henry DruMMOND, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty to - 
Moon’s Siding. 


George Benjamin Marshall, railway surveyor, Department 
of Railways, sworn and examined :— 


34. Chairman.] I understand you have some evidence 
to place before the Committee with respect to this pro- 
posed line from Uranquinty to Moon’s Siding?—Yes, I 
have prepared this statement: 


URANQUINTY TO MOON'S SIDING TRIAL SURVEY. 


I beg to report having completed the above survey, and 
herewith submit plans and section with report on the route, 
&e. 

Distance.—52 miles 34 chains. 

Grade.—Ruling grade 1 in 110 compensated with and 
against the load. 

Curve.—Minimum curve, 15 chains radius. 

Annual rainfall—214 inches, 


Cost.—The cost of construction would be very light as the 
country is level. A surface grade is obtainable almost the 
whole length of the survey with exception of a few smail 
cuttings, crossing the ridges at Moon’s Siding end. 

Bridges.—The only culverts or bridges of any size required 
would be at the crossing of Collingully Creek, 330 miles 65 
chains, Bullenbung Creek, 341 miles 30 chains, Arajoel 
Swamp at 848 miles 30 chains, at 352 miles 70 chains, and 
at Sandy Creek, 354 miles 34 chains and 357 miles 10 chains. 

Timber.—There is no timber suitable for railway construc- 
tion. ‘The district has been cleared of timber and mostly 
cultivated. 

Stone.—The only stone suitable for ballast in the locality 
can be obtained near the line at Uranquinty and on the hills 
at the Corobimilla end, near the junction of the existing 
railway. 

Water Supply.—There is no permanent water in. this dis- 
trict; the supply is generally obtained from the surface 
drained into tanks, and in places wells have been sunk to an 
average depth of 70 feet, giving a limited supply of brackish 
water, suitable for stock only. 

Route.—The proposed line would leave the main southern 
railway on the southern end of the Uranquinty station yard 
at 323 miles 62 chains, and run north-westerly for several 
iniles skirting Roping Pole Lake on its northern side till it 
crosses Collingully Creek, then keeping the same. direction 
the line runs on open plain country (which is all under 
wheat cultivation) till it crosses Urana-Wagga main road 
at 836 miles 25 chains. ‘The line then bears a little 
northerly to avoid flooded ground till Bullenbung Creek. is 
crossed. From the crossing of Bullenbung Creek the direc- 
tion still keeping north-westerly and straight for about 12 
miles, the line crosses the main Wagga-Narrandera road op- 
posite Water Reserve No. 1618, then runs through some low 
ground flooded by the overflow from the Oldman Creek, 
this is crossed at its narrowest part. ‘The line then bearing 
westerly crosses Sandy Creek at 354 miles 34 chains, then 
keeping on the northern side of this creek the line re- 
crosses Sandy Creek at 357 miles 10 chains. The survey 
then runs parallel to and 1 chain from the western side 
of the main Wagga-Narrandera road for several miles, It 
then follows the same direction as the road till Sandigo 
Reserve is reached. After running through the reserve and 
crossing the Boree Creek road (364 mijes 10 chains) the 
line runs in almost a direct line crossing Kangaroo Plains 
till it junctions with the existing line from Narrandera to 
Tocumwal at 359 miles 53 chains (through mileage via 
Narrandera), which is by surveyed line 376 miles 16 chains, 
being a distance of 16 miles 438 chains longer than existing 
railway from Sydney. 

Amended Lines.—The line can be improved at 3848 miles 
30 chains, avoiding the swamp by keeping half a mile south 
of the present line. This deviation would branch off at 
Bullenbung Creek, 341 miles {£0 chains, and again joining 
the present staking at the Wagga-Narrandera road (3852 
miles 40 chains). From 353 miles 30 chains to 357 miles 
60 chains, the line could be improved by avoiding the cross- 
ing and re-crossing of Sandy Creek. This amendment 
would run parallel and near the Wagga-Narrandera road, 
but as this would bring the line about 8 or 9 miles from 


the existing railway at Boree Creek, this route was aban- 
doned. From 370 miles 30 chains to junction with existing 
line at 359 miles 53 chains (mileage via Narrandera). An 


amended line has been shown in blue, which will improve ~ 


the grade and reduce earthworks. This may be further 
improved at the junction when the existing line is re-graded. 

35. The Railway Commissioners suggest that the line 
should not go right through to Moon’s Siding, but only 
a distance of 27 miles from Uranquinty. As far as 
settlement and production are concerned, how would that 
first 27 miles compare with the remaining 26 miles from 
that point to Moon’s Siding?—As far as the 27 miles is 
concerned, the country is all under cultivation except the 
black soil country. 

36. What about further on from the 27-mile peg to 
Moon’s Siding?—That is not so much cultivated. At 
Sandy Creek there is cultivation. That would be 12 
miles from the Boree Creek siding. 

37. Is the last 26 miles as good as the first 27 miles 
from the point of view of agricultural operations ?—No, I 
consider the first part the better. 

38. On the map before us there is an area shown south 
of the Murrumbidgee River tinted light blue; what is 
that?—That is flooded area. The Murrumbidgee when 
in flood runs out to the blue line. 

39. Does that mean that that country being occasionally 
flooded is not safe for general agricultural operations ?— 
Yes. 

40. The first 27 miles escapes that, does it not #—Yes. 

41. Take the northern side of the first 27 miles; how 
far north of that would traffic be drawn to the new line; 
would the river be the limit in ordinary times ?—The river 
would be the limit. 

42. On an average, how far would it be from the first 
section of the line to the Murrumbidgee River?—About 
10 to 12 miles. 

43. As far as the traffic is concerned the line would 
have to divide, would it not, the area between it and the 
Rock to Boree line, some going to the Rock to Boree line 
and some to the new line ?—Yes. 

44. What is the average distance a few miles out be- 
tween the proposed line and the Rock to Boree line’— 
About 15 miles. From Boree to the proposed terminus is 
only 12 miles, but going further east it is wider apart. 

45. The proposed line would draw trafic on the north 
side of an area of about 10 miles and on the south side of 
an area ranging from 74 to 5 miles?—Yes. 

46 and 47. Have you formed any opinion as to the 
desirability of constructing this line?—My view is that 
if a road were constructed from Sandigo to Boree Creek, 


and motor traction used, there would be no necessity to 


extend the line beyond the 27 miles peg. 

48. Is there a good traffic road for any distance along 
the route of the proposed line?—Yes, as far as Oollingulli. 
The whole way is fairly good, but part is in black soil. 

49, Can you say where the traffic from the last 26 miles 
now goes?—To Boree Creek. 

50. It does not go to Narrandera nor Tocumwal?—No, 
as far as I know. 

51. Have you been able to look up any records as to how 
often that country tinted blue on the map is flooded over 
a series of years?—No. I got my information from the 
Trrigation Department, and that part was shown as the 
highest flood level. 
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52. Mr. Burke.] What is the distance between the main 
line to the Rock to Boree Oreek from the proposed ter- 
minus ’—Twelve miles in a direct line. From the Boree 
Creek terminus across to the existing line at Junee Junc- 
tion is 16 miles. 

53. Taking half the distance, the people are fairly well 
served now, are they not?—On the north [ should say so. 

54. Mr. Doe.], Looking at the map before us, there 
appears just above Uranquinty a range of hills. Can you 
inform us whether those hills are merely useful for graz- 
ing purposes or are they sufficiently low that they could be 
cultivated ?—For grazing only. 

55. Those hills would extend out approximately 10 or 
12 miles’—That is so. 

56. From the northern side of the line there would be 
really next to no production for the first 12 miles up?— 
Yes. 

57. And the lower part for the first 12 miles up the 
requirements of the settlers are met by the line to Wo- 
donga ?—Yes. 

58. So there is only about 15 miles of the proposed line 
that would really be useful to the people, and to some 
extent beyond the 15 miles ?’—Yes. 

59. Even supposing a!] the land is cultivable, which it 
is not in all seasons, right from the proposed line to the 
river would only give a distance of how much; 10 miles? 
—Six miles up to 9 miles. 

60. That is, the Murrumbidgee River is really only 6 
or 9 miles from the proposed line?—Yes. 

61. And in flood years fully half of that distance is not 
useful from a wheat-growing point of view ?—Fully half. 

62. So there would not be much revenue from that 
side ?—_No. 

63. I notice by the map that at the suggested terminus, 
the 27-mile point, there is south of the proposed line some 
more flooded country over which the line, if it were ex- 
tended beyond the 27-mile peg, would have to go; would 
it be necessary to build much embankment there in order 
to cross?—Expensive bridging. 

64. That low country appears to me to éxtend about 5 
or 6 miles?—I think it would be only three-quarters of a 
mile for flooded country. That is black goil country. 

65. You say it is only about 12 miles from the pro- 
posed line at the suggested terminus to the Boree Creek 
to the Rock line?—Yes, as the crow flies. 

66. As 12 miles is considered to be within a reasonable 
carting distance for wheat-farmers, that would seem to 
suggest that the line is not badly needed?—Yes, but the 
roads are bad. 

67. Is it because of the bad nature of the country from 
a carriers point of view that the line has been suggested ? 
—Very likely. 

68. How far is it from the terminal point to Boree 
Creek, which would be the nearest station ’—Twelve miles. 

69. So the average distance would be about 11 miles 
from the Rock to Boree Creek ?’—That is so, but by road it 
may be 15 miles. 

_ 10. How far is it from the terminal point to Matong ?— 
Seventeen miles. 

71. Have you noticed any farming being carried on on 
the flats liable to flooding?—Not on the flooded area, but 
there is some on the high ground. 

72. What is the flood area like; is it suitable for build- 


_ ing roads across ?—It is bad for roads. 


73. Would it be possible to take a road across it¢—It 
would cost too much. 

74. What is the character of the ei 3 in the flood area t~— 
Black soil. 

75. It is typical watercourse country ?—~Yes. 

76. Liable to crack heavily in dry weather ?—Yes. 

77. So it is soil which is not very suitable for closer. 
settlement 2—No. 

78. It would appear that if the line were carried to- ° 
wards Sandigo it would have to cross some flood area; do 


you know the country between the terminal point pees 
Corobimilla ?—Yes. 
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79. Is that more suitable country over which to run 
the line than taking it to Sandigo?—It would be very 
close to the Boree Creek line. 

80. Can you give us some idea whether the Burrenjuck 
dam has made that area less liable to flood than in days 
gone by ?—It would regulate the flood to a certain extent. 

81. Would the country which lies on the north side be 
served by this line to any appreciable extent?—I do not 
think so. You would have to build a bridge over the 
flooded area. 

82. And even then there would be a strip of flooded 
country that would be difficult to make roads over ?’—That 
is so. 

83. It would appear that the area of new country to be 
served by this line is comparatively small ?—Yes. 

84. At the widest point from Boree Creek it is appa- 
rently not more than 12 miles ?—Yes. 

85. So even allowing for the divergencies in distances 
at the widest point there would ony be about 8 miles be- 
tween both lines ¢+—Yes. 

86. Mr. Travers.] You said, in reply to the Chairman, 
that the distance between the proposed line and the 
southern bank of the Murrumbidgee River would be 
about 12 miles. Did you mean that that is the greatest 
distance or the average?’—The greatest. 

87. What would be the smallest?—The smallest would 
be between 5 and 6 miles. 

88. If the line should be continued in the future to 
some point on the Narrandera to Jerilderie line, do you 
think the proposed terminal point as shown on the map 
is the most suitable place?—I do. 

89. Would there be any difficulty in continuing the rail- 
way line over the flooded country ?—There would be three- 
quarters of a mile of flooded country to cross. 

90. Would the proposed line draw traffic from Sandigo? 
—Yes. 

91. How far would Sandigo be from the proposed ter- 
minus?—Ten miles. 

92. This line would bring traffic from Sandigo and the 
portion of the country between Sandigo and the Narran- 
dera line is already served by the Narrandera to Jerilderie 
line*—Yes, part of it—say for 12 miles out. 

98. And the balance would be fairly well served by this 
line ?—Yes. 

94. Is the country between the proposed line and the 
river closely settled?—I do not think so, but I believe 
there are some big holdings. 

95. Is there any means of access across the Murrum- 
bidgee River at any point between the Rock and Narran- 
dera?—Not that I know of. 

96. So that no traffic would come to this line from the 


- northern part of the river?—No. 


97. The whole of the traffic would come from the south- 
ern side ?—Yes. 

98. Were you asked to make any survey from Wagga 
instead of from Uranquinty ?—Yes. 

99. What was the result of your investigations ?—I 
went over the country, and reported in favour of Uran- 
quinty on account of the extra distance from Wagga and 
the roughness of the country. 

100. What would be the extra distance going from 
Waggat—About 10 miles. 

101. Would there be any necessity to continue this line 
in the future to some part of the Narrandera to Jeril- 
derie line?—I do not think so. 

102. From your investigation of the country do you 
think there is any necessity for such a continuation ?—I 
hardly think so. 

103. The distance between the Rock to Boree Oreek 
line and the Narrandera to Junee line would not be more 
than about 30 miles, would it?—About that. 

104. And the river would about fairly divide the coun- 
try ?—That is so. 

105. Leaving the traffic on the southern side of the river 
to find its way to the Boree Creek line, and on the northern 
side to Matong ¢—Yes, 
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106. Is there any settlement as you go to Sandigo?—A 
good deal of settlement on the north side of Sandigo— 
about 50,000 acres. 

107. Where would the most settlement be; between 
Uranquinty and the terminal point of this line or between 
the terminal point and Moon’s Siding?—Between Uran- 
quinty and the proposed terminus. 
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27 February, C. A. Hodgson, 2 March, and G. E. Holmes, 5 March, 1923, 


108. Is that due to there being better country on the 
Wagga side?—That is so. 

109. Mr. Drummond.| According to the map, there is 
a range of hills running parallel from Moon’s Siding to 
Corobimilla; are there any engineering difficulties in 
crossing those hills?—No, they are undulating. 
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The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis MicHart Burke, Esa. 


The Committee proceeled to further consider 


MARCI, 1923. 


Present:— 
Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (Ciaran). 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMMonp, [sq 


the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty 


towards Moon’s Siding. 


Charles Austin Hodgson, Chief Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn, and further examined :— 
110. Chairman.] I understand you have some amended 

estimates to submit in connection with the proposed 

railway !—Yes, they are as follows :— 

Proposep RAILWAY FRoM URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon's SIDING. 


The former estimates were prepared for a length of 27 miles, 
whereas by a trial survey subsequently made it was found that the 
suggested terminal point would end at 28 miles 85 chains from 


111. The survey has disclosed that the actual work to 
be performed will be a little more ?—It is not so much the 
actual work as the fact that we had selected a certain 
It was only a trial suryey.. We 
thought it would take 27 miles to get to that objective, but 


when the actual survey was made it was found, in order to 


objective for the line. 


save carthwork, that a slight detour would have to be 


made, and the length is now given as 28 miles 35 chains, 


112. Mr. Travers.) The extra £500 in revenue is due to 
that extra length of line, T take it ?—Yes. 


Uranquinty. The figures require to be slightly amended as 

follows :— 

Hstimated ‘costvof constructions neem anatase senate £165,520 
Interest at 5} per cent. on above... £9,105 ; 
Working Expenses Sphiodds circa’ Sasqonnds 3,610 —-—— 12,715 

Kstimated Revenue ..... WGA Vronneaiie teed ee eR ROR EE oe eae 9,600 

Difference ......... De paudarsanteren tied oi Doel 
MONDAY, 


5 MARCH, 1923. 


[The Committee met in the Court House, Wagga Wagga | 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHamman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvVers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 
Fraxcis MicHaEL Burkes, Esq. 


WitiiaAmM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonn, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty 


towards Moon’s 


George Edward Holmes, farmer, Collingully, and secretary, 
Associated Railway Leagues, Collingully, Brookdale, 
Sandigo, and Birrego, sworn, and examined :— 


113. Chairman.]| Where is your property situated 1— 
Twenty miles almost west from Wagga Wage.. 

114. You have statistics to place before the Committee 
concerning the land to be served by the proposed railway ?— 
ma 

From what areas are they drawn ?—They staré at 
the TOkeee peg from Wagga Wagga on the main road. 
I took all on the south side of the riv er, between it and 
the river, that was beyond about a 10-mile cartage distance 
from The Roc—Boree Creek line. 

116. On the north your area is bounded by the river and 
on the south by a line which is an average distance of 
how far from the proposed line !—Ié might be 6 or 8 miles, 
Iam not quite sure of it, but I took my basis from The 
Rock—Boree Creek line. The only place where I am a 
little close is right on the line where it comes out from 
Uranquinty. I start at about 8 miles from there. 

117. How far along the course of the proposed line have 
you gone for your figures?—Right to Moon’s Siding. 
Birrego runs in south-west of Sandigo, which is about 


Siding, 

37 or 38 miles along the route. I am well acquainted 
with that portion of the country. The following is my 
statement :— 


As General Secretary of the Associated Railway Leagues, I have 
to submit the following tabulated summarised form of statistics for 
the various districts interested in this railw ay proposal :— 


Collingully. 
"Po tal APA aes ee wtck seis nauatiep Aeoanin aes arect . 62,192 acres: 
Aveain crop 1 922i iim. nueeks:atustaae tees ection 13,057 acres. 
AMY WENO Sessa Cakdopdhedsnao sem Peasoangn sao 2euc 132,491 bushels. 
Moyne ba ep aloo rs acysenaudoe adcnr mi machdneesuciansou3. ionuet 4,713 tons, 
Total area allawedleecee sna: dace cenacaeterenetcs 7,135 acres. 
Average distance from present rail........... 123 miles. 
Average distance from sidings on proposal 3 miles. 
Annual saving on cartige if line were built £4,000. 

Brookdale. 
Total areasecmaneccetene tect sun teeriaescieatitns eine 125,233 acres, 
Area in crop, 1922 ..ccccccscrereccensevsereescueres 14,723 acres. 
Toba lvcrop eenrsessnwaeset jist ndnataconhiea sects ooaned 181,518 bushels, 
Totaliia yecsseue ccm tees cease cc celeruints nn! ls +/0 3,229 tons. 
Totaltareawtal low, ecaseecar ses encwecsiet vsscsleseice A 6,149 acres. 
Average distance from present rail........... 18 miles 
Average distance from sidings on proposal 4} miles. 
Annual saving on cartage if line were built £4,000. 


Sandigo. 


EEL NLAL EM: frees yeduneveniccratemene ne meetae AOC 46,238 acres, 
AGA IM) COP) 1923 ti aascreeessctencmeermene mats: 1},216 acres, 
OUAL-CLOP| «vis schcvavmacth eae ctaae serene eete ane 132,338 bushels. 


potuel haiy. 2: «gece smaostt eeneenan san deemnm cakes + 
Area tallowed.. &. 2. ).cotgceranit ance metas 


2,344 tons. 
8,205 acres. 


Average distance from present rail............ 15 miles. 
Average dis ance from proposed terminus... 114 miles. 
Annual saving on cartage if line were built £713. 
Ayerage distance if line were extended to 

WAMUGAL GD seca casas tp aces s Ponler sonoma an edtcs« ose 35 miles. 
Annual further saving if line were extended 

HOMSAU NGO nurccatecce-tascesetsebieusne iS OMEE £2,608. 

Birrego. 

PIS EAIRAM GD ce sage ceshien clues wslenesiesdesiae slas's Tale san 31,743 acres. 
PARAAGIIMICLO Py, LOZD  csnicatan cules sisesuloaieseledace ese 7,310 acres. 
PRO GAIPOLOP inc sicseaes ihicwsncaste Toosncennbccenentodaer 69,661 bushels. 
PSE ULMEL EV riers (oapine ssId(os et apne noeietleieeieettan as Road ate 1,470 tons. 
AER LAllLO WE csic cen clinoceereer Rat accounasuaeouoat 4,500 acres. 


Not affected by present proposal unless line is extended beyond 
Old Man Creek.-Bridge. 


Summary of Statistics. 


opalvareaing cs. .cseuenst be HE Res Pater orn aI 265,406 acres, 
veal Gro pel 225, atauencantscupuitece tories delete 46,306 acres. 
a hoy asa (600) 9) Geeas “aunlaecont Uscaedooconcra eeseauddaeDunc 516,008 bushels. 
JPGSED IIT RORY Gum qe deacon suet cedhorores soceDRagonuoder ae C 11,756 tons. 
PEE TACO SIO) Renegnn ar: ender none dc iccudaaor EOS O cached 
Average distance from present rail........... 15} miles. 
Average distance from proposal .............. 5# miles. 
Total annual saying in cartage if line were 

iP bee Lesa acetaecewen cms. stcei teas Rene Loui Los 


I may add that there are 169 settlers in the three districts con- 
cerned, 

These statistics apply to the purely agricultural aspect in order to 
demonstrate the disabilities suffered by the farmers in the long road 
hautage and consequeat expense to reach present railway stations, 
and Iam authorised to say, on behalf of the league, that the loss to the 
S'ate of New South Wales in respect to this long road haulage repre- 
sents a sum of £8,713, and, capitalised at 6 per cent., would represent 
a borrowing capacity of £145,200. Apart from this loss to the State 
and disabilities and discouragement to the man on the land, there 
is a more serious aspect in his not having his horses, plant, &c., 
available for the purpose of working his fallow at the right time. 
Whilst the Local Government controlling bodies are doing their best 
uader existing circumstances and taxation, the fact remains that 
the roads are becoming overtaxed and must eventually become worn 
out with the volume of traffic; especially if the hopes of the 
Government and immigration policy in regard to increased produc- 
tion are to be given effect to. Evidence will be forthcoming from 
the few remaining large land-holders along the route of their 
willingness to subdivide and encourage settlement and population, 
and the districts generally are hopeful of making the town of 
Wagga Wagga one of the most important decentralization centres 
in New South Wales. I am pleased to have to report that the 
present wheat season has been one of considerable satisfaction and 
that the average yield might reasonably be taken at 14 bushels. In 
regard to failures, we claim that these are few and far between, and 
when they do happen, other parts of the State have recorded more 
adverse conditions. The development of the agricultural industry 
in the Wagga district, owing t» its geographical position, has a 
bearing on the operation of the Melbourne and Sydney markets, 
which our leagues regard as an important factor in inducing further 
closer settlement and production. The rainfall and climatic condi- 
tions have also proved to be entirely satisfactory, and the only 
missing link is the want of proper railway facilities not only to 
preserve the existing settlement, but to encourage further develop- 
ment. Incidentally, Iam authorised to mention that if it had not 
been for the agricultural production of Riverina to-day this State 
would be importing flour for consumption purposes. I have also to 
say, as secretary of this movement, that if the Government will 
construct our railway and do it quickly it will prove a great 
acquisition to the State of New South Wales. It will be under- 
stood from the foregoing that I have stressed the point of agricul- 
eulture ; but we are all mindful of the fact that the dairying 
industry and lucerne fodder will be greatly assisted by the con- 
struction of the line. In conclusion, we have to thank the powers 
that be for the most excellent, permanent, and well-regulated water 
supply flowing through the Murrumbidgee River as a result of the 
construction of the Burrinjuck Dam. 


118..What would be the average area held by settlers 
on the areas covered by your statistics ?--About 600 odd 
acres, leaving out a few of the large estates. 

' 119. Are there many of those 169 settlers who are now 
operating on 600 acres ?—Yes. 

120. Do you regard those men ag being in a position to 
make a decent living on that erea?—Yes, there are a 
nuinber making a decent living on 40) acres, but in my 
opinion that is not quite enough, 

}21, How much of 600 acres do they put under wheat 
each year?—Tney would crop 300 acres and have 200 
acres of fallow, ard the other 100 acres resting on in 
grass, 
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122. On these 600-acre blocks do they go in for fallow- 
ing /—Yes, nearly every farmer has his fallow. 

123. And what is the average area cultivated out of 
600 acres !—Between 300 and 400 acres. Of course, those 
further back do not go in for it as intensely. 

124. Supposing the line stopped 10 miles short of 
Sandigo, would that have a material effect on the agricul- 
tural outlook in the district in the way of improvement !— 
It would improve it for some men, Other men would not 
be affected. 

125. Supposing the line were extended to the 28 miles 
post from Uranquinty and a good trafticable road built 
down to the Boree Creek line, would not that serve a con- 
siderable number of settlers not within the influence of the 
proposed line ?—It might in a general way, but I would 
rather the local men gave evidence on that. 

126. What is the nature general'y of the roads in the 
district !—Generally they are only surface reads, and in 
winter some of them are rather bad. In the summer they 
cut up into dust. The hauling is very bad as a rule. 

127. Do you consider the construction of this line would 
result in any material impetus being given to the dairying 
and lucerne industries 1—Yes, it would. 

128. Is there much lucerne now grown in close proximity 
to the river?—A few make a success of it, but it is a 
branch that has been neglected. The country along the 
river is occupied mostly by large holders. 

129. Mr. Burke.| Do you know the country well along 
the river !—Yes, as far as Old Man Creek bridge. 

130. Is it all good rich country ?—Yes. There is one 
holding of 15,000 acres, another of 13,000, one of 9,000, 
another of 9,600, and another of about 11,000 acres. 

131. Do you think the holders of those large areas are 
prepared to subdivide in the event of railway construction ? 
—Yes, the bulk of them are bringing forward plans of sub- 
division during this inquiry. They all seem anxious to get 
out of them. 

132. What is the average price of land along the pro- 
posed route at present ?—It is worth up to £8 per acre 
now, at about 13 miles out from The Rock, Highly 
improved. 

133. What do you think a fair living area in ihe event 
of the railway being constructed ?—On wheat land 600 
acres. Anyone who went in for irrigation on the river 
land would make a good living on 300 acres with lucerne 
and dairying. 

134. Is the country timbered along the route ?—It has 
all been heavily timbered with the exception of a couple of 
small plains, 

135. Has any land been offered for sale in connection 
with large subdivisions, or are the holders simply prepared 
to subdivide in the event of a railway being constructed /— 
That is the point. They are prepared to subdivide. 
Several estates have had surveyors on them, and one or 
two are plotted on the map. 

136. What would you consider a fair amount of capital 
for a man to have, starting on a 600 acre block ’—On a 
freehold basis, if he had a couple of thousand pounds he 
would be in a fair way. 


137. Supposing a man had a lease of land and had no 
implements, but had to start from bedrock ; what money 
would he want to get his plant going?—-£€00 or £800 
would give him a good start. 


138. Do you know of cases where men have come here 
with practically nothing and made good?—Yes. Some 
got land on settlement purchase terms. Some started with 
nothing at all, 

139. Mr. Doe.] What areca do you hold 1—My father and 
T have roughly 1,200 acres of conditional purchase, and I 
have leased a bit of country lately on special lease, 

140. Where does the produce which the proposed line 
would take now go!—To The Rock, Tootool, Milbrulong, 
Boree Creek, and Narrandera. 

141. Is the country the proposed line would drain fairly 
well worked, or is there a great deal yet to be brovgnt 
under cultivation ?—A lot has to be brought under cult? 
vation. 
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142. You mentioned several large areas you consider 
would be available should this line be built /—Have you 
any authority for stating that those areas will be avail- 
able ?2_-Yes. In four or five cases I have the witnesses 
ready to bring in their plans of subdivision. 

143. In the districts you mentioned approximately only 
half the amount cultivated is fallow. Is that‘as much as 
they go in for here That is about it. 

144. Would the lucerne and dairying industries you 
ant'cipate be on the river flats /—Yes. 

145, Are those industries carried on now on the river 
flats —Not to any great extent. It is so far to cart their 
cream this hot weather. 

146. But nearer to Wagga ?—Yes, there is a good deal 
within 10 or 12 miles of here. A cream cart goes out 
every day. 

147, Through what shires does the proposed line pass 1— 
Toe proposed terminus is right on the boundary of the 
Mitchell and the Yanko shires. 

148. Within a reasonable distance of the existing line 
towards Oaklands is there much stone suitable for road- 
making ?—No, there is only an odd outcrop. It is very 
costly to put down road metal. 

149. What rate is imposed in the Mitchell shire }—1 4d. 

150. Mr. Drummond.| Is the amount of lucerne grown 
in the district which would be served a big commercial 
asset at present ?—No, because the river frontage is the 
furthest from the rail. 

151. Do you agree with the statement that the area 
marked as flooded is good country !— Yes, it is good grazing 
country. Practically none of it is useless on account of 
silt. It is all good for grazing when the water leaves it. 

152. Would you call it good lucerne country !—Not the 
real flooded country. Some of it is good irrigable land. 

153. Is it what you would call typical watercourse 
country—deep black soil’—Part of it is—just on the 
centres of the floods. 

154. According to your figures the total area under 
cultivation and tke area in crop for 1922 are quite distinct. 
You show 45,610 acres under crop in 1922. That is quite 
distinct from the 24,000 acres which are fallowed ?—Yes. 

155. Actually th-n there is an area of over 56,000 aeres 
under cultivation !—That is so. 

156, Supposing the proposed line were built, is there the 
possibility of a considerable extension of the area under 
cultivation !—There is. 

157. What percentage of the land affected by it would 
ae suitable for cultivation?—A very big percentage. All 
except the flooded country. ‘There is only 40 acres of rock 
in all those statistics. 

158. Would $5 per cent. be suitable ?—I think I could 
safely say that. 

159. Whereas you show ahout 30 per cent. un ler cultiva- 
tion at Collingully, at Brookdale it drops to below 20 per 
cent. One place is 124 miles from the railway, while the 
other is 18 miles !— Yes. 

160. Is that due to inferiority of the land, or to the fact 
that Brookdale is 6 miles further from the railway siding !— 
Tt is due to the latter fact. It is too far from rail. The 
country is every bit as good as Collingully. 

161. Mr. Mahony.| Toe Birrego district is not within 
the sphere of this proposal!—No. The Birrego statistics 
are kept separate. 

162. What is the distance from the proposed line to the 
river, approximately ?—Between 6 and 8 miles. 

163, Do you think the line is in the right position to 
suit the requirements of the districts to be served 1—I do. 

164, Mr. Travers.) Taking a radius of 10 miles from 
The Rock-Boree Creek line what distance would that leave 
to be served by the proposed line?!—In places it would 
draw up to 8 and 9 miles. Nine miles would be about 
the greatest. ‘The average would be about 7. 

165. How far would the men on 600-acre blocks and 
smaller be from the existing line?—Some are as far as 28 
miles away, but some are only about 10. Only in odd 
instances have I gone closer. 

166. Do you think the line goes out far enough—about 
285 miles ?—I think it would show just as good results if 
it went to Sandigo—roughly, 38 miles from Uranquinty. 


It would serve a number of farmers who are at present 18 
or 19 miles from the railway and otherwise would still be 
under the same disability. 

167. That is to say, if the line goes only 28 miles out 
those farmers would practically be no nearer railway com- 
munication than they are already !—That is so. 

168. How does the 13,057 acres under crop at Collin- 
gully this year compare with the area for previous years 1— 
It is within about 100 acres of the previous two years. 

169. Does the same apply to Brookdale ?—Brookdale 
increased last year by over 1,000 acres. I am not sure 
about Sandigo, but I think it is about the same. 

170. Can you state the total number of stock carried in 
the area to which your statistics apply ’—The sheep num- 
bered 168,770, cattle 7,258, and horses 3,366. 

171, Can you give the same figures excluding Birrego ?— 
Yes, the sheep would number 146,414, cattle 6,301, and 
horses 3,001. 

172. Does the country offer any advantages for fat-lamb 
raising !— Yes, it is fairly good for it, but it takes two days — 
droving to get them in trucks, : 

173. On the average what does it cost the farmer per ton 
per mile to cart wheat !—Out our way it is ls. 3d. for any- 
thing up to 12 or 14 miles, and 1s. a ton per mile over that. 
It is slightly cheaper at Sandigo. A fair proportion of the 
farmers cart their wheat themselves. 

174. In the majority of cases is the farmer able to load 
his wheat, take it to the railway station, and return the 
same day !—Up to 12 miles you can do that, by rising at 
about 3 a.m., but you could not do six trips a week. You 
might manage four. 

175. For what is the bulk of the country suitable !1—Off 
the river it is wheat and sheep land—mostly wheat. 

176. What is the carrying capacity for sheep /—Abont 
a sheep to the acre on an average. The river country 
would show a lot more. 

177. Is there any means of access across the Murrum- 
bidgee to the northern side /—Yes, but not till Narrandera. 

178. Mr. Doe.] Is the fallow you speak of winter fallow? 
—Yes, winter and spring. 

179. Mr. Drummond.| Has the experience of people in 
this district been that the Burrinjuck Dam has secured to 
them a constant supply of river water which was not avail- 
able before the dam was constructed ?—-Yes, it has made 
the Murrumbidgee a permanent stream. 

180. Before the construction of the dam did you have 
periods in which a certain portion of the river went dry /— 
T was not living here before the dam was constructed, but 
I think that was the case. 

181. If people wished ‘to irrigate on the banks now they 
would have a constant supply of water ?— Yes, 


Hamilton Bartlett Mathews, district surveyor, Wagga 
Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 


182. Mr. Travers.| You know the proposal before the 
Committee!—I have not seen the plan, but I know, 
generally, the districts concerned. 

183. How would you describe it!—Taking out some 
15,000 acres at Bullenbong Plain, it is agricultural land 
suitable for mixed farming. I am including up to what 
we call the river road. ‘That is pretty well the boundary 
between the mixed-farming land and the river land. 

184. What area,in your opinion, would a man require 
to make a decent living ?—West of Ballenbong, [ should 
say 600 to 700 acres. The closer settlement proposals 
already there have been measured in about 400-acre blocks, 
but I think they are a little on the small size. 

185, And on the rich land adjacent to the river, for 
dairying and lucerne growing ?—-The lucerne Jand down 
there is very limited in extent. You will get little patches 
which might be used in conjunction with dairying, but not 
for lucerne in it-elf. A man would want 200 acres there, 
T should say, but I would not fix any definite area, because 
the country varies so much, 

186. How would you compare the country to be served 
with that now served by the Rock-Boree Creek line ?—It 
is very similar, North-east of the Bullenbong Plain also 
is good country. ‘The plain almost adjoins the proposed 


line. 
would place it, apart from the engineering aspect. 
misses Bullenbong Plain. 

187. How does the land south of the proposed line 
compare with what you have described north of it 1—It is 
similar country ; if anything, slightly better farming land, 
and more used, being nearer the railway. 

188. Generally speaking, you consider the country suit- 
able for closer settlement '— Yes. 

189. Is there much timber along the proposed route ?— 
Excepting for Berry Jerry State forest, there is no timber 
of any great commercial value, 

190. Do you know anything of the area of Crown land 
on the route of the proposed line t—I do not think any big 
areas could be set apart under Crown tenures. The 
travelling stock routes have been cut down to the minimum 
requirements of travelling stock, and a large number of 
roads is necessary. 

191. They would all be included in the 7,500 acres of 
reserve lands not held under any tenure ?!—Yes. 

192. Mr. Drwmmond.| Are you acquainted with the so- 
ealled flooded area?—I just know it. It is outside my 
jurisdiction altogether. 

193. It has been stated that the nearer the river the 
richer the soil becomes?—There is very rich land on the 
river, but it is in patches. 

194. It is not consistently good, like the wheat country ? 
—It is not similar to the land on the southern side of the 
proposed line, which is consistently good for miles. 

195, What would you say of the dairying possibilities 1— 
They would be small. [ would not attach very much 
importance to them. We have not met with very great 
success in that line except in very favoured localities. 

196. Can you state the capabilities of the district with 
regard to lucerne growing’—It grows very well on some 
of the uplands of the district. 

197. Would you say the country was suitable for lucerne 
growing !—I should say not. Itis the greyish black soil, 
and too heavy. It cracks badly. There may be little 
patches of red through it which would enable one to start 
lucerne. 

198. Are they growing lucerne on these flats around the 
town !—Yes, and they get uplands lucerne a mile or two 
out. It grows well on the red ridges. 

199. Chairman.| Have you any corn lands under your 
jurisdiction that could be cut up for closer settlement !— 
Not in this part of the district. 

200. Do you know the land north of the Narrandera 
line well enough to establish a comparison between it and 
the major portion of the land to be served by this proposal? 
—TI should say this is better land than some of that. 

201. Do you think as much railway revenue will be 
derived from an extension of the proposed line as from a 
similar section of the Junee-Narrandera line 1—I should 
say so. 


Speaking as a surveyor, the line is just where T 
It just 


William John Blake, auctioneer, Wagga Wagga, 
sworn, and examined :— 


202. Mr. Doe.| Do you know the country fairly well 
through which the proposed line would pass?—Yes; I 
have been here for the last thirty years. 

203. Can you make a statement as to the nature of the 
country and the reasons for railway connection in that 
district }—I think the tract of country this line is likely to 
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Witnesses— H. B. Matthews and W. J. Blake, 5 March, 1923. 


serve down as far as Kywong is unsurpassed. I do not 
know of a better part in the Riverina than it is likely to 
serve. It is all agricultural country and good fattening, 
heavy-carrying land. For some of Mr. Wilson’s property — 
a homestead selection on the river—we offered him £11 10s. 
per acre, with the disqualifications that existed as regards 
buying a homestead selection. It is 34 miles from a 
railway. 

204. To what use is that property put now 1—It is good 
lucerne and stock-fattening land. He is one of the few 
men who went in for lucerne, I remember seeing his 
sheep fat when other people’s property looked very bad. 

205. Is there any wheat grown on that property !—I do 
not know about Mr, Wilson’s, but there is wheat grown on 
others. 1 am referring to the people inside Old Man 
Creek. 

206. Are they in the vicinity of 30 miles from a rail- 
way !—They would be more like 23 or 25 miles from 
Lockhart, where they take their wheat. 

207. What is the usual size of farming blocks along the 
proposed line’—They are mostly big holdings, but the 
general run of people who have acquired homestead selec- 
tions there would have about 700 acres, or a square mile. 

208. You think that is a reasonable living area of 
agricultural country !—Yes, given facilities. 

209. Do you hold the view that the line should be 
extended beyond the 28-mile peg?—Beyond Kywong I 
could not express an opinion, but I should certainly say so 
about the lower end of Berry Jerry, which is 42 or 43 miles 
from here. 

210. Is Bullenbong Plain subject to inundation !—Yes, 
but very rarely. Inundation occurs about every twenty 
years or so; but apart from that it is as good as Murrum- 
bigee frontages for fattening. 

211. Is there much business done from that district in 
fat-lamb raising /—Yes, but they generally go to Melbourne. 

212. Chairman.|] You have had agricultural experience 
yourself in the district !— Yes. 

213. Do you regard it as being a safe district ?—Abso- 
lutely. 

214. What would you consider was a modern system of 
farming an up-to-date man could expect year in and year 
out as a yield per acre?!—I should say six to seven bags— 
roughly, 20 bushels. 

215. How much could a man with 700 acres fallow each 
year !— With Government lands you are catering for people 
starting in a small way. When they get along a bit they 
generally sell out and get bigger properties. I am think- 
ing of the man starting without a big income. 

216. Have you come into business contact with some of 
the big land owners in the district /—Yes. 

217. We are told they are evincing a disposition to cut 
up their areas ; do you know whether that is a fact ?— 
Mind you, they would be actuated by the probability of 
price and the possibility of pressure. 

218. Under ordinary circumstances, and without fear of 
compulsion, what would you think a fair subdivision 
price for 1,000-acre blocks in this district, 10 miles out 
from Uranquinty !—Say £7 per acre. And in my opinion 
some of the land lower down is considerably better than 
around Uranquinty. 

219. In what state of improvement would that land be ; 
dead timber would still be standing?—Yes; there would be 
little or no improvements—timber rung, and with fexces 
and tanks, 
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TUESDAY, 


6 MARCH, 1923. 


[The Committee met in the Courthouse, Wagga Wagga. | 


Present: — 
The Hon, W. T. DICK (Cuamman). 


The Hon. Jonn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperrt Manony. 
Francis Michart Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Dayip Henry Drummonp, Esa, 


eel 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty 
towards Moon’s Siding. 


George Kdward Holmes, farmer, Collingully, recalled, and 
further examined :— 


220. Chairman. ] 
statement ’— Yes. 


You wish to add to your previous 
Regarding Mr. Matthews’ evidence yes- 
terday, his statement was correct as far as Bullenbong 
Plain was concerned. He said there were 15,000 acres, but 
the total area that comes within our statistics I have 
reckoned as 4,900 acres ony owned by four people. I may 
add that one hol ding of 2,600 acres of plain country crops 
200 acres regularly, and gives very good results. On 
another area of 1,5C0 acres of plain T know that in one 
year they cropped 600 acres and got 3,800 bags of wheat 
and some hay. Another man crops 400 acres of plain 
regularly. 

221. What does the grazing area of Bullenbong Plain 
carry !—The plain itself is capable of a sheep to the acre. 
It is very good grazing country, especially on the fringe of 
lie ee lbls ‘noted as being one of the best fattening pro- 
positions anywhere in the district. 

222. Mr. Drummond.| I notice from the figures you 
have exhibited that in many cases the man who fallowed 
has got more than double the yield of the man who does 


not. Is that the general experience /—Yes, as a general 
thing the fallow pays handsomely. 
223. Was last season a fair average season ?—J think it 


5 
was slightly below the average. It was slightly drier than 
usual, 

224. Referring to the question of a living area, one 
witness stated that i in his opinion the land improv ed was 
worth £7 per acre 10 miles from rail ?—Yes ; but his im- 
BOY ements included only ringing, fencing, aad tanks, 

225. If thoroughly improved, with necessary outbuildings 
and a house, it. would be of still higher value ?— Yes, 

226. Would you say £10 an acre ?—I would not say so 
that far out. Close to the railway land is worth £10 per 
acre. A highly improved place that far out would be 
worth over £8. 


227. A living area was stated to be 600 or 700 acres. 
Are there men in this district making a comfortable living 
on less than that ?—Yes, there are instances, notably on the 
Hillside estate, at Brookdale. A number are making a 
good living on 420 acres. 


228. You would draw a sharp distinclion between the 
arca on which a man could support his family and the area 
to which a man would like to extend later on?—Yes, but 
400 acres would be a fair start, and if he wanted to spread 
out he would get from 600 to 800 acres. 

229. For purposes of Government subdivision the mini- 
mum from which a man could make a comfortable living 
for his wife and children would be 400 acres !—Yes, that 
would be a minimum, 


230. It must be obvious that 700 acres at £10 would not 
be much of a proposition for a new settler without much 
capital ?—That is so; but by intense oulture and fallow a 
man could make a good start on 500 acres. 


231. Jr, Doe.) Are the distances from rail given in your 
statistics as the crow flies, or in miles measured by the 
road /—I may explain that the Department asked me to 
show four tentative sidings, and those are the distances 
from such proposed sidings by road. 

232. Mr. Burke.| In the figures you exhibit relating to 
Collingully, there is shown an area of 11,000 acres, “Do 
you know that land? —Yes. 


233. Is it good for agriculture {—A large portion is, It 
is on the river. There is irrigable land where irrigation is 
carried on, and it includes the forest reserve spoken of 
yesterday. 

234, Is the owner prepared to subdivide without com- 
pulsion in the event of the construction of a railway /—It 
is owned jointly by two people, and one has a large family, 
T was speaking to him, and he said that in the course of a 
few years it would all be cut up in his own family—5,000 
acres. 

235, Mr. Travcrs.| How would you classify the 15,000 
acres of plain country at Bullenbong, mentioned by 
Mr. Matthews, from the point of view of agriculture and 
grazing 1—I should think over two-thirds would be suitable 
for agriculture, and the balance good grazing land. 


Isaac Cullen, auctioneer and stock and station agent, 


36 Tra'l-street, Wagga Wagga, sworn and examined ;— 


236. Ilr. Drummond.| How long have you been resident 
in this district ?—Ten years. 

237. Could the statistics which have been submitted for 
Jast year be taken as typical of the preceding ten years ?!— 
They may have been better than the average for the last 
ten years, but the farmers are improving their methods and 
are therefore getting better results, During last year we 
had a very light rainfall—not up to the average, but it 
came at opportune times and as a result we had far better 
crops than expected. 

238, Have you any statement to make ?—I was asked to 
give evidence with regard to the progress of Wagga Wagga. 
I have been very closely identified with the grazing ‘and 
agricultural parts of the district and also am very familiar 
with the dairying industry, and I have figures with regard 
to the increase in the number of stock sold through the 
municipal yards during the last four years, which I think 
give a fair idea of the progress of the district. When I 

came here, ten years ago, the revenue from the yards was 
under £500 a year. The average revenue is now over 
£1,100, During 1920-1-2 , something like 715,000 sheep 
were yarded, and approximately 52,000 cattle, also 9,800 
horses, and 56,000 pigs. I consider that this part of the 
country is one of the best dairying districts to be found 
anywhere. I am an experienced dairyman, and was for 
several years engaged in the Moss Vale and Berrima 
district. When some five years ago I saw the possibilities 
of the pig industry here I. inaugurated pig sales, and 
during the past four years there have been 56,000 pigs 
yarded. Previously to then there were scarcely any pigs 
yarded here, whereas last year alone nearly 17,000 went 
from the Wagga Wagga yards. A great number of these 
came from the locality to be served by the proposed line, and 
had to be carted by different means to the nearest railw ay 
station under great d sadvantages. ‘To give an idea of how 
the dairying industry has increased on the northern side of 
the river, we floated a co-operative dairy company here last 
year with 15,000 shares, of which the greater part have been 
subscribed. We have built our factory, costing £12,000, 
and shall be starting operations in abeut a fortnight’s time. 
We had a proprietary company in the town, but the 
farmers were not satisfied with the results they were getting, 
and that is really what prompted us to start this co-opera- 
tive company. When we started it the farmers themselves 
put on a waggon to bring the cream from the north side of 
the river, a distance of from 20 to 25 miles, With even 
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that facility the industry increased, and they then put on 
a motor lorry which took 30 to 40 cans per week when it 
was first started, and now takes.up to 94 cans per week, 
To show the progress of Wagga—which is really a reflex of 
the progress of the district generally—in 1920 there were 
119 new buildings erected at an estimated cost of £92,971 ; 
in 1921, 92 new buildings cost £71,561, whilst in 1922 there 
have been 247 new buildings at a cost of £140,749. That 
progress is due mostly to the farmers who have made good 
on their holdings coming into town to live, Here they 
have every convenience of a modern city—gas, sewerage, 
water, electricity, and a daily ice service. People, instead 
of going to the big cities to live, are now coming to Wagga. 
They can work their farms from here with the aid of a 
motor car, and have their sons going on with the farms. 
The town is almost absolutely *puilt up on agricultural 
prosperity. There are practically no secondary “industries 
here other than the mill. There is a butter factory just 
starting, and a woollen mill about to be commenced. 

239. In your opinion is the so- -called flooded area suitable 
for Incerne growing !/—The greater part of itis. I will not 
say that cer ‘tain parts of the Bullenbong Plain are suitable 
for lucerne, because they are too heavy and clayey. 

240, And if this railway were built your opinion is that 
there is a sufficient area suitable for lucerne to give a great 
impetus to the dairying industry ?— Decidedly. 

241. Is there any irrigation done from the river !—Some 
of the farmers on the north side irrigate their land, but I do 
not think any on the south side, which is affected by this 
proposal, do so. 

242, Are the rainfall and the character of the soil 
sufficient to make dairying a stable industry here, apart 
from irrigation !—In the coastal districts es have to feed 
their cattle during the winter, but here you never have to 
feed cattle during the winter or the autumn, because the 
rainfall is sufficient practically from April to Octuber to 
give a wonderful growth. 

243. Probably the reverse would apply—you would have 
to feed in the dry weather ?—Yes ; and what is more, we 
produce all the feed required for dairy cattle, whereas in 
the coastal districts they have to buy their bran and chaff 
from this part. Better conditions prevail here than on the 
coast for dairying. 

244, Supposing this railway were built, do you not think 
the motor-lorry to which you have referred would be a 
serious competitor for that class of traffic?—Not in that 
part of the country, because they have bad roads there, and 
there iz no prospect of ever making good roads, because the 
natural surface is practically impassable in winter time. 
On the Bullenbong Plain it is a blue clay. 

245. Does that class of country produce lucerne ?—T 
do not say that part does, but the high land adjoining and 
surrounding it does. 

246. In your opinion what is a minimum living area 1— 
I think most of the farmers have areas too big here ; they 
do not cultivate them well enough. I believe 400 acres 
- well cultivated is better than 600 acres half cultivated. I 
do not think the farmers fallow their land sufficiently, 

247. You think if the land were properly cultivated 400 
acres would be sufficient for a man with small capital?— 
From 400 to 500 acres. ~ 

248. On the land principally suited to dairying what 
would you say would be the area necessary ? 
same, because you would have to goin for mixed farming. 

249. There are no farmers entirely devoting their 
energies to dairying ?—On the north side they do. There 
are small holdings there averaging not more than 400 acres. 

250. Is there a killing industry here at the present 
time ?—No. 

251. With the number of pigs produced is there a 
prospect of any local killing industry being established !— 
Yes, we have made provision for Boranelens in our co- 
operative dairy company to slaughter pigs and produce 
bacon, 

252. You think the district behind Wagga is sufficiently 
good to justify development in that direction ¢—.We have 
put our money into it, which is the best answer to that 
question. 
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253, Chairman.| From what districts do you people 
expect to draw your supply for the new company ?—Piin- 
cipally up and down the river, 

254. That is a section of the country which would be 
served by the proposed line?—Yes. Our biggest supply 
now is from the river in a direction parallel to the line. 

255. How do you get your cream across the river }— 
The lorry traverses the north side until near this town. 
The river is bridged only at Gundagai, Wagga, and 
Narrandera, 

256. That portion of the trade would not provide 
revenue for the new line—it would still come by lorry !— 
That is se. 

257. Can you tell us why dairying is not carried out on 
the south side of the river !—Because they have not a good 
road, and the land has not been subdivided. On the north 
side they have facilities. 

258, How would the supplies at the new butter factory 
be increased if this line were constructed !—They would 
have to subdivide the land ; there is do doubt about that. 
All the holdings on the south are fairly large. 

259. Are the holdings in the Collingully and Brookdale 
districts fairly large ?—No, I am talking about lower down 
the river. Around Collingully the holdings are smaller. 

260. Do you expect to get cream or other dairy produce 
from the land around the first 27 miles of the proposed 
line !—Yes, because they would go in more for dairying 
there. 

261. When you proceeded with the flotation of your new 
company did the prospect of having a lire in the direction 
proposed influence you at all, or did you think the present 
supply was sufficient to justify the installation of your 
works ?—No; one idea of the company was to foster the 
dairying industry. They are not dairymen in this district. 
To be a thorough dairyman one must be born to it. 

262. Do you think the construction of this line for 27 
miles would help to stimulate the dairying industry? .-I 
have no doubt it would. 

263. Dairying is a very exacting business; it demands 
every day of the year 1—Yes. 

264. Do you think the man who has been accustomed to 
getting a fair living from growing wheat is likely to turn 
his attention to the far more arduous work of dairying ?—It 
is a matter of getting a living. 

265. However, you think there are bright prospects of a 
considerable increase in dairy production in this district !— 
I am sure there are. 

266. Mr. Burke.| Where do the dairy-farmers at present 
dispose of their cream /—In Victoria, Albury, Cootamundra, 
and Goulburn. . 

267. Through a depdt here?’—Our company has been 
practically sending it away, ‘The greater portion has gone 
to Goulburn to be manufactured. 

268. They put it on the train individually !—Yes. 
disposal is not concentrated at all. 

269. You had no figures as to production to go on when 
you decided on your co-operative factory !—No, only possi- 
bilities of the increase in the dairying industry. 

270. I suppose you would. use the Sydney market also 7—~ 
We would use the market where we got the best result. 
We would have the option of Sydney or Melbourne because 
we would be closer to Melbourne. 

271. You would not think Sydney too far ?—No. 

272. Do they separate before sending the cream in!— Yes. 

273. Mr. Mahony.| Are there any dairies established on 
the southern bank of the river within 12 miles of Wagga?— 
A few only. Lower down, dairies are established. 

274. Is that lund cut up!—Ye. The farmers selected 
there some years ago, and there are smaller holdings where 
they are dairying. ‘The principal holdings for about 16 
miles down, are held by two or three people. 

275. Is that the reas n wiy the land is not used for 
dairying purposes?—Yes, There are three stations,— 


The 


Pomingalarna, Moorony, and Yarrazgundry—all on the 
river. It is all suitable for da‘rying. In fact, it is some 


of the best land down there, and wouid all be served by 
the new line. 
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276. Mr. Doe.| How often does the cream lorry run on 
the route mentioned !—Every other day. 

277. The bulk of the cream is gathered on the northern 
side of the river, at present ?—Yes; all that is gathered on 
the north, is produced on the north. 

278. Mr. Travers.) You have given figures showing the 
number of stock yarded here during the past three years. 
From what districts did that stock come?—It came from 
all over the place. 

279. What percentage came from the area which would 
be affected by the proposed line?—Probably 30 per cent. 

280. What would be the destination of that?—A lot of 
it is for local consumption, and we have buyers from Sydney 
and Melbourne. 

281. How would you compare the country on the Junee- 
Narrandera line with that which would be influenced by 
the proposed line ?—It is different in places, but for agri- 
culture I should say the latter is equal. 

282. Do you agree with the evidence given yesterday 
that there is about 85 per cent. of land suitable for agri- 
culture within the influence of the proposed line !—Yes. 

283. Mr. Drummond.] You said the river was bridged 
only at three principal places ;—is it fordable at other 
places ?—I do not think so. Since the dam has been built 
at Burrinjuck they keep the river up, and where it was 
fordable some years ago it is not so now. Last week we 
had a rise of 5 feet in the river in one day. That is why 
the north and south are practically separated. 

284. If the river were bridged at any part, of course the 
traffic would flow to the nearest railway line 1—It might, 
but the traffic seems to have a tendency towards Wagya 
now. 

285. Your opinion is that the line would not draw much 
traffic from the north side?!—I do not think it would. 
You cannot get access across the river. 

286. Supposing a bridge were built about half-way 
along !—If a bridge were built no doubt it would draw a 
certain amount of traffic. 


287. Have they tried low-level briges in this district 7—. 


The only one I know of is at Tenandra, where they cross 
the river with coal for the pumping station. 


James Francis Cooper, shire clerk, Wagga Wagga, sworn, 
and examined :— 

288. Mr. Burke.| You have a statement to make with 
regard to the proposal before the Committee !—Yes. The 
unimproved capital value of rateable land within the shire 
is £1,17‘,781. The unimproved value of the whole of the 
land in B Riding, which is the one affected by the railway 
proposal, is £454,829, which is a conservative valuation. 

289. Do you know the country proposed to be served 1— 
I am familiar with it only as far as the shire records show. 
I have no actual knowledge of it. 

290. What sort of roads are there?—The ordinary 
gravel construction. ‘Ihe main roads are the only ones on 
which we are able to spend any money. 

291. What is the average cost per mile of road ?—Tt 
varies according to the style of con-truction, but to con- 
struct a mile of road of proper gravel formation would run 
into the vicinity of £1,000, 

292. Do any of yoar figures show an improvement in 
the development of the country in B Riding of recent 
years !—The number of ratepayers has increased, and so 
has the value of the land. The value, however, is not a 
good guide, inasmuch as it is considered very conservative. 
No appeals were made against it, and it was made three 
years ago. 

293. Your figures show that there has been a consider- 
able improvement in that area as far as settlemnnt is 
concerned — Yes, 

294. What rate do you strike ?—1#d. in the £. 

295. You have not noticed any cutting up of large 
holdings '—Not within the last four or five years. 

296. Have you noticed much change in the ownership 
of land in that riding 1—Yes, there has been a big change, 
and the values go up each time, 


297. What wculd that indicate?—To a great extent 
that men had made their money. 

298. Would it indicate that it is good agricultural land, 
and consequently not difficult to trade in !—-It is saleable 
land. With regard to the cost of road construction, in 
1921 on the roads that feed the land the railway would 
affect the council spent approximately £6,000. ‘There was 
a drop in road expenditure in 1922 to £2,500. 

299. That is, the £6,000 spent in 1921 got them into 
fairly good condition !—I1 could not say that. 

300. Had you more money available in 1921 1—We had 
to make it available. The roads had got into such bad 
repair. 

301. What was the revenue in 1922 ?—£3,316, and the 
same in 1921. There are twelve holdings of over 3,000 
acres in B Riding, and they amount to approximately 
75,000 acres. The biggest holding is about 15,000 acres. 

302. Mr. Travers.| Can you give the average capital 
value per acre of the farm lands in B Riding, improved 
and unimproved?!—As far as the council’s valuation is 
concerned I should say £2 per acre unimproved. For 
improved land the only thing I could go on would be 
sales. I know of a holding of 2,200 acres 36 miles from 
the railway which brought the other day £4 10s. per acre 
improved, For land nearer here £7 per acre. 

303. That would be under the influence of the proposed 
line !— Yes. 


—— 


John Gooden, farmer and grazier, Glen Oak, Urana-road, 
vid Wagga Wagga, sworn, and-examined :— 


304, Mr. Mahony.) What is the area of lard held by 
you !/—3,000 acres. It is used for wheat-growing, running 
sheep, pig-raising, and breeding a few horses. About 730 
acres is under wheat, and yields about 14 bushels per acre. 
I have been there three years and have had a crop each 
year, Last year I had 2,600 or 2,700 bags of wheat and 
1,200 bags of oats. My average of wheat for the first year 
was 21, the next year about 18, and last year about 14 
bushels per acre. ; 

305, Do you know the country from Wagga out to Glen 
Oak?—I do. There are two classes; one is suitable for 
agriculture, and the other for dairying, fat lamb raising, 
and stock carrying of any description. 

306. What proportion along the route of the proposed 
line would be suitable for agriculture !—75 per cent. 

307. What would you consider a decent living area !— 
On good land a man would require 700 to 800 acres to allow 
for fallowing, growing wheat, and running a few sheep. 

308, Aud for dairying pursuits or pig-raising ?—A smaller 
area on the river would be sufficient for that purpose. 
Some of my land is river land. 

309. How far are you from the nearest railway-station ? 
-—From 24 to 28 miles. 

310. Do you consider that too far to allow you to produce 
wheat at a reasonable profit?}—I certainly do. If it were 
not for the decent prices wheat has brought these last few 
years, it would be impossible to grow it so far back from 
the railway. ; 

311. Where do you send your wheat ?—To Boree Creek. 

312. How far would the proposed line be from your 
property ‘—From 7 to 9 miles, 

313. It would help considerably to develop your portion 
of the district 1—The position in regard to that matter is 
this: From a wheat-grower’s point of view we consider 
that half a ton of wheat to the acre is a fair average crop 
—that is ahout six or seven bags. At the present time it 
is necessary, after taking off your crop, to employ carters. 
You could not do it with your own teams because they 
have already put in a lot of work. The cost of carting 
wheat is 21s. per ton. At half a ton to the acre that is a 
tax on the land of 10s. 6d. per acre for haulage, and that 
is too great, 

3141. Beyond where you reside is the land as good ?1— 
Yes. It is suitable for wheat-growing and dairying. 

315, Would a line terminating 28 miles from Uran- 
quinty serve the district ?—It would serve that far out and 
a reasonable distance beyond ; but after there the distance 
begins to tell. 
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316. Do you think the line should go further west ?—I 
do. It should terminate at a reasonable distance from the 
existing line further on. 

317. Your sons are assisting you in working the land?— 
Yés. 

318. Do you think there is any prospect of a successful 
dairying industry in the district!—Yes. A lot of that 
country along the river is eminently suitable for dairying, 
even in its present state, and it is naturally adapted for 
irrigation. Pig-raising is a spiendid industry in conjunc- 
tion with wheat-growing. After taking off your crops you 
can turn the pigs into the stubbie, I have plenty of water 
also, but the trouble is that when fat the pigs are so far 
from the market. I was closely connected with the dairy- 
ing industry for thirty years in the western district of 
Victoria, and my high opinion of this river frontage land is 
based on the experience I have had in Victoria. I have seen 
dairying land-in Victoria without any improvements, but 
with river frontage, sold at £150 an acre, and | know land 
on the Murrumbidgee equal to that. Of course the differ- 
ence is that the people in Victoria are well served with 
railway communication, and built up their dairying industry 
by forming co-operative dairy companies for the manufacture 
of butter and cheese. 

319. What is the present value of land on the southern 
bank of the Murrumbidgee which would be suitable for 
dairying ?— Perhaps £12 or £14 per acre. 

320. You consider that with the same railway facilities 
as in Victoria the industry could be made just as successful 
here ?—Yes. The matter would be in the people’s own 
hands, if they like to f rm co operative companies. 

321. Chairman.; What is the largest area you have put 
under wheat in one year?—750 acres. That was last year. 

322. If brought within 7 or 8 miles of a railway station 
what area of your 3,000 acres could you and your sons put 
in *—We could increase to perhaps 1,000 or 1,200 acres. 

325. Have you any neighbours who grow wheat and cart 
it that long distance !—-Not in the immediate vicinity, but 
at Sandigo they are mostly wheat-growers, and they have 
to carry a long distance, though not as far as I have. 

324, Does the handicap of distance prevent their going 
in as extensively for agriculture as they would if close toa 
railway station /—It certaialy does. 

325. Do you think the construction of- the first 28 miles 
of the proposed railway would result in a great impulse 


being given to agriculture along that tract of country !—__ 


Undoubtedly it would. 

326. If your 3,000 acres were subdivided into three hold- 
ings, how much of each 1,000 acres could a man, using 
scientific methods, cultivate year in and year out !—About 
300 or 400 acres. Three parts of it is agricultural land, 
and the remainder is river and creek frontages, suitable 
only for grazing. 

327. What is the grazing capacity of your land and of 
similar land in your district, fairly improved 1—We cultivate 
850 acres, and carry 2,400 sheep, 50 horses, and 50 head of 
cattle. Generally there are also from 100 to. 150 pigs. 

328. That means it is well over sheep-to-the-acre country ? 
—Certainiy. I would say it is sheep and:a-half to the acre 
country. 

329. Is your land typical of the surrounding district, or 
have you a picked spot?—There is any amount of land 
around which is equal to, if not better than mine. 

330. If your holding were cut up into areas of 750 acres, 
would that, under modern methods, lessen the number of 
sheep carried in the district /—No, I think it would tend 
to increa-e it. 

331. It is characteristic of mixed-farming that under 
scientific methods it dves not reduce the nuuber of stock 
carried prior to the introduction of agrizulture?—That is 
so. It tends to increase it. 

332. Do you think this district would attract young men 
of limited means in view of the high land values which 
distinguish it?—Yes. For a man of limited mans 
400 acres would perhaps be sutlicient. Two things kill a 
settler, one is having too little land, and the other is having 
too much. If he has sutlicient capital to stock and work 
800 acres, I think that is a sufficient area to put a man on, 
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333, What capital would a young man require to take 
up 400 acres in this district at £5 or £6 per acre, including 
the equipment he would need to start farming }—Of-hand 
I should say about £600. 

334. Are there any pig breeders in the district }—No, 
we breed the pigs on the farms. 

835. T’o you consider that with the construction of the 
railway any strong inducement would be offered to men 
who have been farmers all their lives, or to farmers’ sons 
who had not gone in for it, to take up the rather arduous 
work of dairying ?—It is a matter of pounds shillings and 
pence. No matter on what country you are, you have to 
work hard to make a success. 

336. Mr. Travers.] What were the areas of the Victorian 
farms you mentioned which realised £150 per acre /—Any- 
thing from 20 to 50 acres. 

337. Would those be exclusively used for dairying ?— 
Not altogether. They were used also for growing potatoes 
and onions. 

338. Given the same facilities in this district as the 
Victorian farmers had, what would you consider a fair 
area for dairying purposes?!—I should say, on these river 
blocks, 150 to 200 acres, exclusively for dairying. 

339, What proportion of the whole of the land within 
the influence of the proposed line is suitable for dairying ?— 
About 25 per cent. 

340. What is the greatest area you have had under 
fallow ?—250 acres. 

341, In that year were your returns better than those 
of last year?—Not on the whole, but on that particular 
portion they were. 

342. Generally speaking, if you adopted the modern 
practice of fallowing about half the land you had under 
cultivation, would you expect better results than you have 
been obtaining ?—Yes, undoubtedly 1 would. 

343. What is the practice in the district !—The farmers 
go in for a good deal of fallowing. 

344. Have their results been higher than yours ?—Yes. 

345. Have you raised any fat lambs !—No, it is too far 
from the railway. 

346. Is your country suitable for that purpose ?— Yes. 

347. If the railway were brought within a reasonable 
distance of your holding would you go in for that industry ? 
—I certainly would. 

348. Mr. Doe.] What in your opinion is the present 
value of agricultural land, rung, fenced and with occasional 
tanks. in the district proposed to be served !—About £5 or 
£6 per acre. 

349. How much will that value be increased within 5 or 
6 miles of the railway if constructed !/—It might give it an 
added value approaching £1 per acre. 

3.0. What is a reasonable amount per mile for the price 
of land to decrease as it recedes from the railway ?—The 
cartage of wheat costs about 1s. per ton per mile. The 
minimum is about 6s. per ton for 6 miles, and for each 
additional mile it is 1s. a ton extra. That would decrease 
the value of land under wheat to the extent of about 
6d. or 7d. per acre per annum. 


John Joseph Byrnes, stock agent, Wagga Wagga, sworn, 

and examined :— 

351. Mr. Doe.| You know the country through which 

the proposed railway will run?—I know it fairly well from 
general knowledge. 

352. What in your judgment is a reasonable description 


of the land and the best use to which it could be put!— 


There is a certain amount of river c untry and a certain 
amount of forest land which is mostly agricaltural. 

353. You are not a practical agriculturist?—No, I had 
a farm at Boree Creek in 1917 which was worked by a 
share-farmer. 

354, Values have materially altered since then !—They 
have ri-en if anything. 

355. What would you consider the present value of land 
along the proposed route sufficiently improved for a man to 
put the fire-stick into standing trees and do the balance 
of the clearing !—About £7 per acre. 
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356. What would you consider the added value given 
by the railway to land up to within 5 or 6 miles of the 
proposed line?—About £2 per acre. As homes became 
established I should say farms would be worth about £9 
per acre. 

357. How would you describe the country from the 
point of view of fattening land ?—I think it would be very 
good. 

358. What is your opinion of this country, particularly 
near the Murrumbidgee, from a dairying point of view? 
The land along the river would be very suitable for dairy- 
ing. A good deal of it is similar to land adjacent to this 
town. Nearly any of the river countiy wou'd be suitable 
for dairying and lucerne growing with irrigation, 

359. Would it be able to compete with other districts 
in the production of lucerne for sale?—It cou'd not com- 
pece with places like the Hunter Valley, for instance. It 
w 111 be about the same as land around the town. 

35), Do you think production for consumption within 
the Riverina district would be likely to ensue, if railway 
connection were provided ?’—Yes. At present they could 
not afford to grow lucerne there, and sel! it for hay. 

361. Do you know anything about the roads on the 
s uth side of the river within the influence of the proposed 
line ?—They are reasonably good, except this side of 
Kywong, where tkere is a ‘‘glue-pot,’ which in winter 
time is impassable. i 

362, Do you think the railway could compete with the 
motor traffic for cream?—Certainly. The railway would 
be the right thing. They conld put the cream on the 
train, where they might not be able to put it on the motor, 
They might get stuck along the road. The dust is a foot 
deep now, and pretty hard to get through. 

363. Would not that apply also to getting cream to the 
railway !—Yes, probably, but they would run it to the 
line in their own conveyances. 

364. But with a motor-van calling to pick up cream, 
would not the tendency be to send it into Wagga, rather 
than be bothered taking it several miles to the railway 
station {—Not if the trains ran to time, and regularly. Of 
course, if they ran only three times a week, it might be 
difficult, 


365. Would a daily service be necessary to’ compete 
against the motors?—It would depend on the number o 
farmers that went in for dairying. Of course it would be 
a big item to run a train specially to pick up cream. 

366. Is there any share-farming carried on in thi 
district }— Yes, but I do not know the conditions, They 
have the usual share-farmer’s printed contract. 

367. With regard to land sales in this district, wha 
are generally the terms?-—Say, a third cash, sometimes 
more, and the balance on mortgage for five or six years, a 
the bank rate of interest. 


James McGeachie, farmer, The Rock, sworn and 
examined:— 


368, Mr. Drummond.] How long have you been in this 
district !—Since I was five or six years old—forty odd 
years. 

369. You are satisfied it is a safe farming district {— 
Yes ; you could not get better. 

370. And the expansion of production that could be 
looked for as a result of the building of this line would 
justify the expenditure ?—] think so. 

371. What has been your experience of the carrying 
capacity of the country ?!—The land back from the river 
carries about a sheep to the acre, and the river flats two 
sheep or more. 

372. Do you know of any lucerne being grown in the 
district Yes, on irrigated land at Berry Jerry, right on 
the river bank. 

373. Do you know of any grown without irrigation ?— 
Yes ; in some seasons it grows well. 

374. Would it grow well in winter ?— Yes. 
dry now for it unless it is irrigated, 

375. What do you consider to be a living area /—From 
600 to 700 acres of average country. 

376, Generally, you are of opinion that the proposed 
line would be beneficial to the farming community, and 
that it would increase production !—Yes, 

‘ 
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[The Committee met at the Court House, Wagga Wagga. | 
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The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Doe, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty 
towards Moon’s Siding. 


Henry Ernest Mitchelmore, solicitor, Wagga Wagga, 
sworn, and examined :— 


377. Chairman.] You desire to place before the Com- 
mittee some information concerning a subdivision in which 
you have a legal interest !—I do. Iain one of the trustees, 
and one of the executors also, of the will of the late George 
Bardwell, of Woodlands Estate, which is situated 29 miles 
from Wagga Wagga in a westerly direction. 

378. How far is it from the route of the proposed line ?— 
The proposed line intersects Woodlands in a north-westerly 
direction. Woodlands estate consists of 15,204 acres and 
25 perches, or thereabouts, of freehold land, all under the 
provisions of the Real Property Act. The titles are held 
by me and my two co-trustees, William Henry Mate, of 
Tareut'a, near Wagga, grazier, and Isabella Bard well, 
whose address is St. Ronan’s, Macleay-street, Pott’s Point, 
Sydney. The late Mr. Bardwell died on 12th September, 
1912, and the estate has been controlled by myself 
and my co-trustess as a grazing proposition pure and 
simple right up to the present date. The trustees at the 
date of death also held as’ part of Mr, Bardwell’s estate 


immediately adjoining Woodlands a property known as 
Hillside which contained 9,530 acres 2 roods, This pro- 
perty was cut up by the trustees under the provisions of 
the Closer Settlement Act of 1910 into twenty-three farms. 
Not one of those farms exceeded 450 acres in area. ‘The 
whole of them were selected and the selectors were in 
occupation before the end of 1915; and so far as I am 
aware the whole of those men are still there. I do under- 
stand, however, that there has been a break in two or three 
cases. Iam credibly informed that those men have done 
well on the land and I know that from the time of selection 
by them, in accordance with an arrangement made with 
the Crown by the trustees, they paid to the trustees for 
interest on the capital of their respective farms from the 
date of their several occupations to the date when their 
Crown instalments started the sum of £6,000. As a 
matter of fact there is due by one man only to the trustees 
a sum of about £100. ‘These facts, I should think, 
indicate, presuming that the Crown instalments have been 


regularly paid, a certain amount of prosperity in respect of 
that settlement purchase area. I believe the proposed 


railway will serve the whole of Hillside, and where the 
line first touches Woodlands is almost adjacent to one of 
the Hillside farms. The plan exhibited by me shows in 
red the whole estate of the late George Bardwell known as 
Woodlands and Hillside. The Woodlands estate is situated 
at the intersection of Old Man Creek and Bullenbung 
Creek. Bullenbung Creek is not a permanent stream, but 
a valuable dam, of “which the trustees hold a license under 
the Water Rights Act, enables the water in that creek to 
be thrown back in a southerly direction for some miles ; 
and except in the driest of years one may always expect 
water there, The land on the north-west of the dam is fed 
in flood time by water flowing back to the dam from the 
Murrumbidgee river, and also in cases of high water from 
the Old Man Creek it is fed by that stream. The greater 
part of Woodlands is agricultural land. Some is inferior 
in quality, so [ am informed by my manager, and a portion 
of it in the parish of Bulgary is, very an grazing land. 
In fact all the land on the Bullenbung Creek is rich 
land. The trustees have instructed Mr. duvensed Surveyor 
Ellis—the instructions were given some weeks ago-—to at 
once cut Woodlands up into farms; and it is the intention 
of the trustees, as soon as the construction of this railway 
is assured, to dispose of such farms. 

379. Into what sized areas were the instructions given 
to cut the estate up?—I am not an expert as to the size. 
I have left that to the discretion of those whe are better 
able to judge ; but instructions have been given that they 
are to be in areas suitable for home maintenance, either 
from agriculture pure and simple, or mixed-farming, or for 
merely grazing. The surveyor who has been given instruc- 
tions is an exceedingly experienced man, and for many 
years was a staff surveyor of the Lands Department. In 
this district he has cut up many areas, and is a man who is 
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absolutely familiar with this land and its capacity. In 
fact in my long experience of thirty-two years in land 
matters I have not known a better man, So that there 
shall be no difficulty with regard to the Mitchell Shire 
Council I have also arranged that the shire engineer shall 
approve with Mr. Ellis of “the proposed subdivision. I find 
from experience that this will obviate difficulties which 
were apparent to me when the Hillside subdivision was 
before the Mitchell Shire Council. I should think that, 
cut up, Woodlands would probably carry at least. twenty- 
five families—in other words, would make twenty-five 
farms. I think that is putting the estimate low, seeing 
that Hillside with 9,530 acres was cut up with the approval 
of the Crown into twenty-three farms, At the present 
time Wagga Wagga is really our market, although the 
nearest railway station would be The Rock or Milbrulong. 
All our work at present is done from Wagga, although 
some trucking is done from The Rock. 

880. What stock have you been carrying on Woodlands ? 
—On the 3lst December last we had 12,077 sheep, 188 
cattle, and 15 horses. I recognise that we are under- 
stocked, and the property has no difliculty in carrying at 
least one sheep to the acre. The land, however, is now to 
my mind too valuable for a mere grazing property. 

381. Mr. Travers.| Would the whole of the land be 
within a radius of say 6 miles of the proposed line ?-— About 
3 miles. I do not think any will bethatfar. The proposed 
line intersects the estate about centrally. 

382. Mr. Doe,| Can you inform the Committee as to the 
price at which the owners are disposed to sell the land 1— 
I have not considered that up to the present time; I have 
to be guided by those who are capable of advising me. 
The highest price paid for Hillside in 1914 ran from £3 
up to £5 15s. per acre. 


WEDNESDAY, 7 MARCH, 1923. 
[The Committee met at the Public Hall, Crogs Roads. | 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty 


towards Moon’s 


John Leitch, grazier, Bulgary, Wagga Wagga, sworn, and 
examined ;— 


383. Chairman.) What area of country have you ?—I 
have 5,300 acres on the Murrumbidgee River, about 3 miles 
from the route of the proposed line. Itis about 16 miles 
west from Cross-roads. 


384. To what purpose do you devote your holding ?—To 
grazing solely, now. But if we could get close to the rail 
the whole area is suitable for mixed farming, dairying, 
lucerne-growing and pig-raising. At present I am 30 
miles from rail but the proposed line would bring me 
within 3} miles, I should like however, to see the line 
brought in closer to the river land. Tt would make no 
difference to the outside country ; there will be more pro- 
duce from the river land with irrigation than ever there 
will be from outside. I would draw the route in north to 
Cross Roads, and then west along the main road to the 
present crossing on Bullenbung C: rocks 


985. You would take off then from the proposed route 
and go in a northerly direction 4 miles from it to Cross 
R oads, and then practically along the course of the road to 
pick up the surveyed line again (That is so. 


386. What i 1s your reason for advocating swinging the 
line further north in that way !—There is so ween river 
country inside the line, and the closer it can be brought to 
it the better it should be for dairying. All that country 


Siding. 


is fit for dairying, lucerue and many other crops that can 
be produced with irrigation all the year round. On the 
outside country, only ‘the one crop can be grown, viz., 
wheat and hay. 

387. In connection with that suggestion, have you 
considered, first, that it would lengthen the line, and, 
second, that more engineering difficulties would be met 
with than would be the case if the line ran as proposed (-— 
It does make a little difference, but the line has to remain 
for ever. It cannot be altered once it is laid down. 

383. If you lengthen the line, it wiil mean extra mileage 
for ever for all the people west of your suggested devia- 
tion 1~Yes. 

~ 389, With regard to engineering difficulties, you would 
have to get over the Collingully range /—I do not think 
that is any obstacle to bringing the line in here. 

39). You would swing it in between Richardson’s 
and Cullingully 7—Yes, 


391, You could not express an opinion as to whether 


Hill 


that would giye as easy a grade ?—No; ihat is for the 
eng neers to say. : 
392, Has lucerne-growing been tried on the river 


flats '—Yes. You can cut from four to five crops in a 
year with irrigation, and take off a crop of seed besides. 
One irrigation will give a crop of lucerne in four to five 
weeks, according to the weather, 
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393. Would your suggested deviation bring within 
trafficable distance of the line e any more country. than the 
proposed route ’—The closer you bring the line to the 
river the more country it will serve, Bonauee it will serve 
the other side of the river as well. 

394, Although there is no bridge ?—There will have to 
be communication some day. 

395. In order to serve the other side it would be neces- 
sary to put a bridge across the river ?—A bridge or a punt, 

396. Have you considered the cost of that /—No. 

397. LT understand you propose to subdivide your hold- 
ing !—I am willing to subdivide it. 
that I am willing to cut up. 

398. You would be well served by either proposal gs 
Yes; it does not affect me at all. If a 12-ft. weir were 
built on Old Man Creek, coming out at Mundowéy, all this 
country between here and Narrandera could be irrigated 
by gravitation. At 7 ft. the river will start to irrigate. 


399. With the exception of the deviaticn you suggest . 


you think the line is well located for dividing the country 
as evenly as possible between the Murrumbidgee and the 
Tbe Rock railway t—Yes, I think it will serve it well. 

400, Mr, Mahony.| With regard to serving the southern 
bank of the river would you suggest taking a point further 
north than Uranquinty to get over the difficulty you sug- 
gest !—No, I would not, because you would never get a 
route on account of the hills. 

401. But would not that serve the people on the southern 
bank !—If we could bring it down the river it would be so 
much the better. 

402. From the point of view of your suggestion it would 
be better if the line took off further north than Uran- 
quinty ?—Yes, if it were possible to do it. 

403. Mr. Burke.] If a bridge were not built across the 
river do you think 6 miles from the railway would be too 
far for lucerne growing !—Of course, every mile you can 
take off the better. 

404. What is the average haulage distance for wheat ?— 
Up to 10 miles. 

405, Do you say 6 miles is too far to cart “dairy products? 
—It is for milk. 

406. Mr. Cameron.| Have you had any experience of 
Jucerne growing /—Yes; but not for market. 

407. Is any irrigation carried on in the district ?—Only 
on small allotments. At Ganmain they have about 150 
acres irrigated, using, I believe, a 15-inch pump. They 
flood the land. 

408. They would have to grade it here?—A oe of this 
river country does not require grading. I have 5,000 acres 
that does not.. 

409. Have they had the levels over it ?—Yes ; 
thing can be irrigated without grading. 

410. You have had the levels taken by a surveyor !— Yes. 

411. You could not flood the land as they do at Leeton 
with a 15-inch pump !—Yes, you couid, 1 do not say you 
could do 5,000 acres. The only way to irrigate in this 
country is to food it. I have an 8-horse-power engine and 
an 8-inch pump, which will flood 100 acres—though not 
all at once. 

412. Has dairying ever been carried on hers to any 
extent !+-At Ganmain cpposite me, within half a mile of 
my boundary, they have a cheese factory running. 

413. From how far out do they draw their supplies 1— 
They bave 7,000 acres, which is cut up into dairy farms of 
from 200 to 300 acres. They have seven to ten families 
on them. 

414. Do you know that in some districts they are cart- 
ing dairy products 20 miles to- day?—That may be; but 
they are not irrigating, and they have a much cooler 
climate. The temperature in the northern districts would 
not compare with that here. 

415. Mr. Drummond.| What percentage of your area 
would ‘be suitable for farming, and what for grazing 1— 
You can grow wheat on any of it. I havea small flooded 
area, but only on very rare occasions is it flooded. It needs 
27 feet before I have any flooded country. 

416. What proportion of your 6,300 acres would be 
flooded 1—Say 700 acres. 


the whole 


“over it once. 


I have nine holdings 
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417. Would that be the lucerne country —No; the 
lucerne country is the highest river flats beyond the flooded - 
area. 

418. What class of soil is that ee is red, but most 
of it is grey or black river flat. 

419. How often would your flooded area be flooded ?— 
Tn the last six years it has been flooded every year, but 
during the tweuty years before that the water was only 
The last six years have been abnormally 
wet. My big lagoon was filled only once in twenty years 
without flooding. 

420, Are you irrigating at present Ly pumping /—Yes 
with a centrifugal pump. 

421. Is the river fordable at any point between Wagga 
and the proposed terminus !—Not to cart produce over. I 
do not know a ford on if. 

422. It would appear that we could not depend on 
drawing much traflic from the north side of the river 
even if a railway were constructed close to it?—No, not 
without communication between the two sides. 

423, And that means building a bridge 1— Yes. 

424. Are there any holders engaged in growing lucerne 
between here and Wagga /—Mr. Macrae is the ouly one I 
know. At Pomingalarna they had a lucerne paddock once. 

425. Generally speaking is the land between here and 
Wagga, following the river, suitable for lucerne-growing ? 
—Yes. 

426. What reason can you advance for believing that 
lucerne would be grown to any extent if the line were 
built +—Only that it is too far to haul from here to Wagga 
at pres-nt. They are only just starting to plant lucerne 
about here. 

427. Your opinion is that if the line is built there will 
be a big extension of lucerne-growing !—There is no doubt, 
about that. 

428. Do you know of any lucerne being grown success- 
fully on the non-irrigated land ?—Mr. Macrae has a lucerne 
paddock here unirrigated. 

429. I take it irrigation is dependent on the construction 
of a diversion weir /—Not necessarily. Men could pump 
from the river to irrigate lucerne. It would not be such a 
great expense for the return it would give. 

430. What does it cost to irrigate an acre!—With an 
8-horse-power engine, doing 5 to 7 acres a day, it would 
cost only a man’s wages, and about ~ cord of wood per 
day. 

431, By gravitation it could be done very much peg 
—Certainly. 

432. You could do a far wider area than by pumping 1 
Yes. Under the existing system the area is very limited 
for sure lucerne-growing. 

433, Supposing plenty of water were made available, 
what would you consider a safe area for dairying /—200 to 
300 acres. 

434. Assuming the proposed line were built, what outlet 
have you from this district for lucerne ?—We could send it 
anywhere, especially in drought time. In the west and 
south-west you would get rid of all you could grow. 

435. Have you attempted, so far, to sell any?—No, I 
am too far from rail to think about it. 

436. Mr. Doe.| Can you give me an idea of the price at 
which your land, if subdivided, could be disposed of —Yes, 
I put £10 per acre on the whole of my country. 

437. You recognise that the railway would give it a 
great additional value ?/—Yes. 

438, In subdividing, would you allow payment to be 
extended over a number of years /—Yes, from ten to fifteen 
years, at whatever rate of interest was ruling. 

439. Is your country highly improved 1—Tt has all been 

rung, cleared, and picked up, and some of it cropped. A 
lot has gum-suckers on at present. 
- 440. Do you consider that the land near the river, on 
which grazing and lucerne growing would predominate, 
would provide more traffic revenue than wheat land ?— 
Yes, if settled properly. 

441, Would one bridge be sufficient to get traflic from 
the other side of the river !—I think so. 


412. At what point should it be built ?—Wherever the 
most distant country is. Opposite Berry Jerry is where 
the greatest distance from the line would be. 

x 443. It would not be necessary to make swing spans ?— 

0. 

444. Is there any considerable fat lamb trade in this 
district that the line would serve?—There is splendid fat 
Jamb-raising country. 

445. Where does stock usually go?—To Sydney or 
Melbourne. 

4146. Do you think an impetus would be given to pro- 
duction along the route of the proposed line if it were 
built?!—Yes, With the country cut up and settled it 
would make a vast difference to the district. 

447. Mr. Travers.| If your suggestion to deviate the line 
were carried out and a bridge built across the river from 
how far north of the river would this line draw traffic ?—I 
suppose as far as it would pay to travel this way to the 
line. 

448. Is there any agitation on the northern side of the 
river to have the line swung up close to the river and a 
bridge built to serve that country ?—I cannot say there is. 

449. In his evidence Mr. Hodgson said the river forms 
a natural obstacle to the flow of traffic, and that all trattic 
north of the river can go to the existing line from Junee to 
Narrandera ?—It has to go. 

450. Has it to travel a prohibitive distance ?—Some of 
it, yes—up to 20 miles. It is all very well measuring the 
distance as the crow flies, but going by road is a different 
thing altogether. 

45]. Evidence was given at Wagga that a certain 
amount of dairying was carried on on the northern side of 
the river, and the prospects were so good that a company 
had been formed ;—can you say why that is being done if 
they are so far from the railway !—No, 

452. In view of the fact that dairying is carried on on 
the northern side why is it not done on the southern side ? 
—lIt is too far from the railway. 

453. How far out from Uranquinty would you go before 
getting into good dairying country?—As far as_ here. 
Beyond here all along the river is good dairying country. 

454, How far are you from the river here —About 6 
miles, 

455, You consider that is too far to catt?—I think the 
closer the Jine can be got the better. 

456. Does it strike you that the further north you take 
the line the further it is going from people on the south ?— 
Yes, but the people on the south grow one crop a year, 
whereas dairying goes on all the year round. © 

457. Would the average railway revenue fror the dairy- 
ing industry be greater than from wheat !—Undoubtedly 
it would. 

458. Mr, Cameron.| As a landholder would you be in 
favuur of a local tax to pay the cost of a bridge across the 
Murrumbidgee !—No, I do not think there should be local 
taxes for any of the cost. 

459. Mr. Drwwmond.| Have you considered the possi- 
bility of a punt providing means for crossing the river 1— 
Yes; I think punts could be put on, but the river will 
have to be bridged at some time, no matter what it costs. 


Ronald Macrae, grazier, Yarragundry, Wagza Wage, 

sworn, and examined :-— 

460. Mr. Travers.| What area of country do you hold? 
—1,400 acres. Iam 14 miles from Wagga, 13 from Uran- 
quinty, and about 14 from The Rock. 

461. Which railway station do you use?—Wagga. The 
nearest part of the proposed line would be about 6 miles 
from my boundary. 

462. What are you doing with your property ?—I have 
stud sheep on it, and flock sheep as well, also fat Jambs. 
I sell all my surplus stock every year as fats. 

463, 1s your land suitable for wheat-growing ?—It is not 
particularly good for wheat, but it is for wheaten or oaten 
hay and lucerne, In a good season my land carries two 
sheep to an acre and a number of cattle. It is all on the 
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river. I shear about 2,500 sheep each year, but sometimes 
I sell them in the wool. But in any case my surplus stock 
of sheep each year would number about 800, and I have 
eighty stud shorthorn cattle, 

464. Where do you dispose of your fat lambs ?— W herever 
the market is best. Sometimes I scll them in the paddock. 

465. Do any go to Melbourne or Sydney ?—Yes; the 
greater portion this year went to Melbourne. 

466. If the proposed line were constructed would you 
change your operations in any way ? —Unles3s it were brought 
closer to the river I would not. 

467. Have you a statement to make to the Committee ? 
—Yes ; it is as follows :— 


I would draw the attention of the Public Works Committee to the 
necessity of bringing the railway nearer to the Murrumbidgee flats 
than the surveyed route, and if it is not practicable to rvn the line 
parallel to the river from Wagga, to swing in at the firat e venient 
point west of Wagga. If this is not donea large area of exceedingly 
fertile ground will not be served and cannot be pnt to its best use. 

If a deviation were made in the surveyed route somewhere about 
the Roping Pole, and taken in a northerly direction through Collin- 
gully, the Murrumbidgee Valley would be served for 6 miles east of 
Collingully and to within J0 miles of Wagga. The length of the 
whole line would not be increas\d more than 3 miles, and a good 
portion of the remainder of the line would be brought closer to the 
river, which is very important. The surveyed route crosses the 
main road from Collingully to The Rock, about 74 miles from The 
Rock railway station, and there does not appear to be any necessity 
for it to be so close to another line. The cost per acre of carting 
lucerne hay to a railway is about six times as great as carting wheat 
off the same area for the same distance. The average yield of wheat 
per year would be about half a ton to the acre, and the average 
yield of lucerne hay about 3 tons to the acre, Half aton of wheat 
carted 10 miles would cost 6s. 3d., and 3 tons of hay carted the same 
distance at the same rate £1 17s. 6d. When wheaten or lucerne 
hay has to be carted 7 or 8 miles to a railway, the cost of cartage 
is @ very important item. In this immediate district lucerne can 
be grown successfully without irrigation on the river flats, but the 
cost of cartage is too great when fodder is plentiful. 

I have been growing lucerne jfor the last ten years, and have got 
through two bad droughts with practically no loss in stock. 

From 1915 to 1918, inclusive, I cut about 240 tons of lucerne off 
18 acres, being about 34 tons per acre per year. The greater 
portion of this field has been flooded several times, and the low- 
lying portions were a long way ahead of the higher ground. I have 
not found that the flood waters kill the lucerne, except where they 
cannot run off, but soak into the ground end evaporate. 

I consider that not less than 90 per cent. of the river frontage in 
this district is suitable for growing lucerne. From July 28th last 
year till August 9th (thirteen days), the river did not fall below 
19 feet. 

My sons have 20 acres of land under lucerne, and the yield this 
season from three cuts was: Pressed lucerne 54 tons 13 cwt. 1 qr. 
8S lb. ; lucerne in sheaves, about 10 tons; total 64 tons 13 cwt. 
1 qr. 8 lb. ; besides, there were 5 acres of the last cut left for 


seed. The cost of harvesting lucerne, including pressing, is 
£1 3s. 6d. per ton. Two-thirds of the above was under flood last 
winter. 


Large numbers of fat sheep and lambs and fat cattle are trucked 
to the markets every year. If fat lambs are going to command 
anything near the prices they did this year the river frontage will 
be used large'y for that purpose, until lucerne stands have been 
established. 

I trust that the Public Works Committee will have sufficient 
time to inspect the river flats while in the district, for no accurate 
conception of the fertility of these can be formed by following the 
main road. 


The cost of harvesting lucerne is as follows :— 
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I noticed that in one of the local papers that our secretary in his 
summary of land under crop in 1922 in Collingully, Brockdale, 
Sandigo, and Berrigo, stated that the total area was 45,616 acres. 
Of this area about 7,000 acres (11,126 tous hay) would have been cut 
for hay, leaving a‘ba'ance of 38,610 acres under wheat which yielded 
497,468 bushels or 13,325 tons ; 4.£00 acres of lucerne would yield 
a greater weight than the whole 38,619 acres. 

The average rainfall for last thirty-six ears is 21°47 ; the average 
weight of wool off ewes and hoggets is 10 lb. per head ; the depth 
to water is about 20 feet. 


468. Mr. Travers.j; Are you gradually extending your 
lucerne area ?—IT am about to do so, but the trouble is that 
if I have to cart it too far to rail it does not pay except 
when prices are high. At present lucerne is worth £8 153. 
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ir’ Sydney which is a very payable price. I have had only 
1S acres under lucerne until Jast year, when I sowed more, 
Every acre of my land is suitable for dairying. 

469. The deviation you suggest is much the same as that 
sugeested by Mr. Leitch ?—I think he suggested coming in 
further. I suggest bringing it in from the Roping-Pole in 
a northerly direction. 

470. Would you then be ina better position than you 
ace_at present so far ag railway service is concerned /—I 
would be in a much better position as also would the 
farmers east of my property for a distance of 4 miles. 

471. Would the proposed Jine stimulate your activities 
with regard to lucerne-growing and other forms of dairy- 
ing !—It should, but I look upon it as a big expense. It 
would cost over £11 an acre to cart lucerne to the nearest 
point of the line on the surveyed route. 

“472. Your deviation would mean an increase in the 
capital cost of the line of £17,000 for all time, and extra 
haulage for people west of you!—Yes, but if more was 
carried on the extra length of line it would be well com- 


pensated for. The proposed line crosses at 74 1niles from. 


The Rock. Why should it go in there through country 
already served and miss country that is not served 4 

473. Your deviation would start only about 5 miles out 
from Uranquinty and would affect at the most only 7 or 8 
miles of country !—I do not think the proposed line fairly 
divides the country. 

474. Given railway facilities, what would you call a fair 
living area for dairying !—About 200 acres. With lucerne- 
growing a little further advanced I think 100 acres would 
be ample for one man. 

475, Mr. Doe.| Do you sell your surplus lucerne hay 
annually, or store it and sell it in drought times?—TI have 
not grown it for sale but sometimes I have had a surplus 
which I sent to market. 

476. If the line were constructed closer to the river for 
the sake of encouraging lucerne-growing, would not the crop 
be held up during the years of plenty, and the line have 
practically nothing to do, while when a drought year came 
you would send lucerne along ?—I think the very opposite 
would be the case. If people could market it they would 
sell the crop as it was raised. 

477. You have said it cost you £1 3s. 6d. per ton to 
harvest it and 15s. to cart it to the railway. That leaves 
a fairly substantial margin of profit?—I do not think so. 
You have to value the Jand that grows it. 

478. But debiting all proper charges to the production 
of lucerne it shows a reasonable margin ?—I do not think 
it does. I do not say lucerne could be grown very far west 
of here without irrigation, but it can for considerable dis- 
tances. 

479, What is the average rainfall ?—-For the last thirty- 
six years it has been 21°47 inches ; and as regards the land 
coming under the influence of the proposed line the decline 
in the rainfall would not be very great for the 28 miles. 

480, Mr. Drummond.] Do you consider a punt would be 
of assistance in enabling the river to be crossed ?—No doubt 
if a punt were there it would be used very largely. I have 
not considered the cost, but I know it is an urgent matter, 
if the river frontage is to be put to its best use, to have it 
as near railway communication as possible. 

481. There is very little prospect of any traffic from the 
other side of the river coming this way without bridges or 
punts ?—It could not without some means of crossing, but 
with that means there would be a lot of it. 

482. 'To make the railway a paying proposition, do you 
say it would be necessary to give the north side of the river 
communication with this side?—No. I have already: said 
that the lucerne grown on the 4,500 acres available would 
be equal in value to the wheat grown between Collingully 
and Birrego. 

483. Is the land on the north of the river equal to that 
on this side for lucerne-growing !—A lot of it is. It ought 
to be all nearly as good as this. But to my mind, no one 
would grow wheat where he could grow lucerne. 

484, Apparently only a third of the land in the Collin- 
gully district is under cultivation or fallow. If the line 


were built do you think the percentage would be materially 
increased ?— Most of the land west from here, with the 
exception of Bullenbung Plain, is suitable for farming. 

485. It has been stated that 75 per cent. of the land 
affected by this proposal is suitable for cultivation /—Yes, 
There is very little of it not suitable for wheat. 

486. That means that if you have only 30 per cent. of 
your land under cultivation you have 45 per cent, suitable 
that is not cultivated. Do you say that is a direct result 
of not having railway communication !—No, I would not. 

487. Do you think if the line were built there would be 
an appreciable increase in the area under cultivation !—No 
doubt there would be an increase in wheat-growing in'parts 
at present far from the railway. 

488, You say it costs six times as much to cart lucerne 
as wheat. Does that mean that from the same area you 
produce six times as much?!—Yes. That is putting the 
lucerne at 3 tons and the wheat at 4 ton per acre, whereas 
840 lbs. is the average weight of wheat from an acre. 

489, Then your claim is that as the land produces six 
times as much from lucerne as from wheat you should be 
brought much closer to the line? — Yes. 

490. Have you grown lucerne without irrigation !—I 
have never irrigated for lucerne. 


James Henry Morrow, grazier and dealer, Collingully, 
sworn, and examined :— 


491. Mr. Cameron.| Have you carried on farming 
operations !/—No, but I have been here fifty years, and 
know every acre of the land on the proposed line. Lama 
very small grazier, and have only 300 acres of land on the 
river flats.) I make my living by dealing. I suggest a 
deviation from the proposed route via Collingully, to serve 
the rich land on the river. The river land is the best you 
can find. This part was surveyed for a township thirty- 
five years ago. There is permanent water here, and the 
land is the richest in the State. My suggested deviation 
is the best from a revenue-produeing point of view. 

492, Collingully is already only 4 to 6 miles from the 
proposed route !— Yes. 

493. Your suggestion would lengthen the line some 3 
miles, would cost £20,000 additional, and might mean 
engineering difficulties. Would there be sufficient increased 
production to warrant that !—I think so. 

494, It is not much trouble for fat lambs to travel 3 
miles further; that would not reduce them much in 
value 2—No, but it would a little. 


William Bunyan, farmer, Waljeers, Urana-road, Wagga 
Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 

495, Mr. Drwmmond.| You have been resident in this 
district how long ?—It is twenty-three years since I came to 
The Rock. I have been on my present place nineteen 
years. An alteration in the route of the line will make no 
difference to me, but I would say let it go along the sur- 
veyed route, and it will serve the district best between the 
river and the other railway line. I do not think anything 
will ever come here from the other side of the river, and I 
do not know that the river land will produce so very much 
more than the other land. The railway is certainly wanted. 
In growing wheat your land gets dirty, and if you are near 
a railway you can grow and sell a crop of hay; whereas if 
you are not you cannot do so, By cutting for hay you can 
clean the land and grow wheat afterwards, and unless you 
have a lot of sheep you cannot keep it clean. The cartage 
of wheat is another great disadvantage. 

496. What do you consider a fair distance to cart hay 
to a railway siding !—About 6 or 7 miles. 

497. You are 14 miles from the existing railway !—Fully 
that. My area is 780 acres. 

498. What do you consider the minimum area upon 
which a man could make a living in this class of country ? 
—From 400 to 500 acres, with limited capital. 
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499. And what would be the value of land improved for 
grazing but suitable for agriculture !— Fenced, cleared, and 
watered I should say £7 per acre on an average, Fully 
improved, it would be worth about £7 10s. 

500, Do you agree with the evidence already given as to 
the producing capacity of the country ?—No, not that 4,000 
acres of river country will produce more than all the rest. 

501. You know that lucerne is grown successfully in 
this district ?—Yes, in small areas, 

502. Are those small areas typcial of the river country ?— 
They have got the picked places, you may depend. 

503, And more could be grown if they cared to extend? 
Yes, but not on all the river country. The watercourse 
country would not be suitable. One thing I would like 
to impress upon the Committee is that wherever a railway 
station is built it should ke near cross roads. Where I 
am carting to at present we have to go a mile out of our 
way and then come back ; therefore we lose 2 miles, 

504, Will the proposed line cross your property ?—It 
will just touch the corner of it. 

505. Do you think there will be any great cost of com- 
pensation in connection with it !—I should not think so. 

506. It does not affect your property in that respect ?— 
No, 


George Robert Holmes, farmer, Belfrayden, Urana-road, 
Wagga Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 

507. Mr. Doe.| Have you any statement to make in 
favour of the proposal before the Committee ?—I am quite 
convinced that no deviation should be made from the 
present survey. A good deal of what we hear about the 
river land capabilities may be possibilities, but they are 
only “in the air” at present. I cannot give the results of 
any practical experience in growing lucerne but I want to 
convince the Committee that this district is adapted for 
wheat-growing. The annual rainfall at my farm for ten years 
has been 1,978 points, which warrants me in saying that it is 
sufficient for wheat-growing. I have grown ten crops since 
T came here, and never had more than two teams to put it 
in. I have had 18,620 bags of grain, and have averaged 
69 tons of hay a year for home consumption only. We 
have had two droughts during those ten years, which are 
included in my averages. I generally keep about 600 sheep. 
They vary with the seasons but we generally sell our stock 
fat. Last season, which was pretty dry, I grew 2,200 bags 
wheat and 75 tons hay. ‘he Government would be well 
justified in building the line on the strength of the wheat 
alone. When cut up, as it would be if the line were built, 
this district would settle just as many and as prosperous 
farmers as Brookdale. 

508. What do you consider a reasonable living area ?—I 
would not like to put a son of mine on less than about 
600 acres. 

509. Are you using manure !—Always ; from 40 to 70 lb. 
to the acre. 

510. What is your opinion of the present value of land 
- 6 or 7 miles from rail !—It is worth £6 or £7 if improved 
for wheat-growing and with a home on it, but I would not 
take that for mine. 

511. What percentage of land remains uncultivated on 
account of insufficient facilities to get produce to market!— 
There are two roads from here—one to Urana and one to 
Narrandera, If I took you along those two roads you 
would see that a little distance along the Narrandera-road, 
about 18 miles out, cultivation ceases. On the other hand, 
if you go down the Urana-road, with the exception of 
Bullenbung Plain, the land is all settled right into Lockhart. 
The only difference between the two roads is that the 
Urana people are within 10 or 12 miles of a line while the 
others have no line. 

512. How far from a railway do they cultivate 1—Not 
further than 14 miles. 

513. Then from 14 to 18 miles out is the furthest cul- 
tivation worth considering ?—Yes. 

514. Do each of the farmers in this district provide 
water for themselves by means of tanks?—Yes. I have 
tanks which were put down ten years ago and they have 


never gone dry. Water is obtainable by sinking. Some 
have to go down 100 feet but many get it at 70 or 80 feet. 
lt is slightly brackish, but is good stock water. 

515, Do you go in for fat lamb raising !—Yes, that is 
the most profitable. 

516. Will the proposed line tend to develop that trade?—- 
Yes. It takes me two days to get fat lambs to The Rock, 
and they spend two days in the train. That reduces their 
value very materially. 

517. Do you think the Government would experience 
any difficulty as regards resumptions in the different pro- 
perties through which the line would, pass?—I have not 
asked people, but I think there will be no difficulty with 
anybody who wants the line. 

518. Has this matter not been discussed by the leagues ? 
—No. We do not even know what has been done by the 
Government in respect of other lines. 

519. Is it possible to get any red gum or other timber 
supplies for the proposed line within a reasonable distance ? 
—Yes, but you would have to go to the river flats for it. 

520. You think sleepers could be obtained within a few 
miles of the line!—-Yes, any number of them. 

521. Aconsiderable number of sleepers have been obtained 
from the flats for other railways !—Yes, but that was along 
time ago, when the main line was built, and the timber ha 
grown since, 

522. Mr. Drummond.| You drove your sheep to The 
Rock to truck them ?— Yes. 

523. How far is that ?—14 miles—two days’ journey. 

524, Assuming the line were swung towards Collingully, 
what distance would you be from the line on this side, or 
from The Rock !—Only 4 or 5 miles from this line. 

525. So that if the line swung closer to the river it 
would still leave only an average of abont 10 miles between 
the two lines/—Yes. It would not affect me much. 


John Hamilton Cameron, Mundowey Jsland, Wagga’ 
Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 


526. Mr. Burke.| You have a holding in the vicinity of 
the proposed railway route?—I am managing for the 
executors of an estate of 3,855 acres, which is used for 
wheat growing, fat lamb raising, wool, cattle, and mixed 
farming. 

527. What area have you under wheat?—About half is 
suitable. This year I had 180 acres, and there is 320 acres 
fallowed now. 

528. What is your opinion of the route of the proposed 
railway !—It wili serve the district fairly well, but the 
proposed deviation would serve the river country better. 

529. Have you done any dairying ?—No, but there are 
two properties adjoining which grow lucerne very success- 
fully—Mundowey and Berry Jerry. The only reason there 
is not more lucerne there is that it is too far from a rail- 
way. Lucerne is fairly expensive to grow, and carting 
20 or 30 miles does not pay. 

530. Are you of opinion that swinging the line nearer 
the river would necessitate building a bridge across the 
river !-—I do not think it would serve the north side of the 
river at all without a bridge, but it would be cheaper to 
build another line than to build a bridge. Not only would 
the river have to be bridged, but there would have to be a 
bridge over a creek, and a viaduct also would be necessary. 

531. The distance between the river and the proposed 
line is 6 miles. Do you think that too far to cart lucerne ? 
—No. You would be just as able to cart it as wheat. 
But here there is a township surveyed and provision for 
public buildings, and the deviation would only make a 
difference of 4 miles in the distance. For the wheat 
districts the proposed rcute would be very suitable, but if 
it came only a little closer to the river it would be of great 
advantage to the river country. 

532. What do you think a fair distance to cart wheat to 
a railway /—10 miles is the furthest you can grow wheat 
profitably. Iam carting it 16 miles, but it is too far. 

533, If the line were built how much of your area would 
you be prepared to put under wheat !—We would certainly 
put in at least twice the area we have in at the present time. 
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534. Would you be prepared to subdivide the land !— 
According to the will it will have to be subdivided. It 
belongs to an estate, and there are seven in it altogether. 

535. What do you think a fair average holding for 
wheat-growing !—600 acres. 

536. What would be a fair amount of capital for a man 
to start with -He would want about £800. 

537. Where do you think most of the lucerne produced 
would go in the event of a railway being constructed !—To 
Sydney. 

538. Do you think at this distance the district could 
successfully compete with the Hunter district ?—The freight 
would be a little dearer, but at £4 or £5 per ton I do not 
think it is too far to cart it. I think it would hold its 
own. 

539. Had you a knowledge of the Hunter district !— 
No, but I have seen lucerne grown there. I understand 
there is not much irrigation there. 

540. You cannot suggest any better “take off” for the 
line than Uranquinty +—No. 

541, Generally speaking you are favourable to the route 
proposed?—Yes. I think the river flats are very suitable 
for growing lucerne, but the land has been locked up in 
large holdings and at the present distance from rail com- 
munication it does not pay to growit. If the railway were 
within easy distance, so that lucerne could be sent to 
Sydney or Melbourne, it would be a good paying proposition. 
All who have tried lucerne on the river flats have made a 
success of it. There is one man engaged in dairying who 
carts cream 20 miles and is making a living from it. 

542, I”. Drummond. | Approximately how many large 
holdings ace there along the river to the terminus of the 
proposed line? About eight. 

543. Ir. Laaeron.] Would that land be of any use for 
growing wheat?—It would for hay, but not for grain. 
Nobody has made a success of growing wheat so far from 
the railway. 


Patrick Joseph Conway, farmer, Valera, Urana-road, Wagga 
Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 


544. Mr. Mahony.| What property do you hold !—I have 
a homestead farm of 278 acres. 

545. Is that area large enough to afford you a living !— 
Certainly not. A fair area is about 640 acres. I use mine 
for growing wheat, and have had 230 acres in. This year 
the greater portion is under fallow. 

546. What have your yields been ?—-With one exception 
they were very poor. As a matter of fact, it is wind-swept 
country—an old travelling stock reserve that had been a 
camping reserve for fifty years, and I am only now licking 
it into shape. 

547, You also take outside work !—Yes, I am compelled 
to do sc to maintain my home. 

548. Do you know the route of the proposed railway !— 
I do; my place is north of it, about 14 miles from the 
river. 

549. You have a knowledge of farming!—A thorough 
knowledge, I am sorry to say. 

550. For what do you consider the southern bank of the 
river suitable /—Dairying, pig-raising, lucerne-growing, and 
intense culture in many forms. The flats will compare 
favourably with the flats of any river in Australia. 

551. Have you a knowledge of the dairying industry {— 
A thorough knowledge. 

552. Provided a man understood the industry and were 
willing to work, what do you consider a fair living area for 
dairying on the southern bank ?—150 acres. 

553. What distance do you consider a man in the dairy- 
ing industry should be from railway communication +—I 
would say 3 or 4 miles. 

554. Dw you think a man could carry it on at 6 miles 
with 150 acres!—It would be a handicap, but probably 


dairying would ultimately have to give way to something 
that would be of more benefit to the nation. We might 
go in for tobacco-growing. 

555. Within 5 miles of Wagga is there any dairying on 
the southern bank of the river !—I think it is too valuable 
for dairying. 

556. Then say 10 miles?—There is very little. The 
reason is that the land is in large holdings and there is no 
opportunity fora man wishing to engage in dairying to 
get on the land there. But there is a dairy farm— 
Scott’s—104 miles from Wagga. 

557. Is he making a success of it 1 Evidently, because 
he is growing lucerne. 

558, Are the large estates on the southern b.nk in‘er- 
fering with small settlement there ?—I suppose it natural'y 
follows. 

559. From a national aspect it would be a good thing to 
put on small settlers instead of the big men !—That is my 
principle, at any rate. 

560. Did you hear the suggestion for a deviation in the 
proposed railway !—Yes. My original idea is that you 
should start at the nearest possible point from Wagga and 
follow the river as closely as possible. Of course I am not 


- speaking as an engineer or a practical man, but if there 
Ss b) 


were engineering difficulties I believe the money expended 
would be more than recouped in a few years from the 
settlement which must inevitably follow. 

561. Are you a married man !—I am a widower and in 
poor circumstances. 

562. How long have you had your present holding !— 
Eight or nine years. 


Arthur Agesilaus Rudd, farmer, Toowarra, The Rock, 
sworn, and examined :— 


5§3. Chairman.| What area of land have you !—378} 
acres. J am growing wheat. 

564. You are situated a short distance south of the pro- 
posed line ?!—Yes. 

565. I understand you started with very little !—I did 
a few years working on the irrigation scheme at Narrandera, 
and my partner and I then took a block at Toowarra settle- 
ment, Mr, Hogan, of Hogan Brothers, advanced us enough 
to make a start. 

566. You have been able to make a “do” of it?—We 
have. 

567. What would you say was a fair area for a man to 
make a start on in this district if the railway were con- 
structed ?—You could do comfortably on 400 acres for a 
start. 

568. What amount of capital or credit would he require ? 
—You sort of get that as you go on,as I did. I had none. 

569. Do you know of many who have done as well as 
you under such adverse conditions?—Mr. Parker, the 
partner I spoke of, did better. He is the man south of 
me. The man on the next block on the same settlement 
purchase started on the same conditions, and seems to be 
doing pretty well. Of course there would be failures 
anywhere. 

570. How far by road are you from where you truck 
your wheat !—12 miles from The Rock. 

571. How many trips a week can you do!—You can do 
one in a day and a night. 

572. What is the utmost fair distance !-—I think 8 or 9 
miles. 

573. Have you any opinion to offer on the route of the 
proposed line !—Only that I consider it serves the country 
as well as possible. 

574. What area would a man with increasing responsi- 
bilities require in order to make some provision for his 
family as they grew up?—He would want 640 acres at 
least. 

575. Does that apply to the average of the agricultural 
lands to be served by the proposed railway !—Yes. 
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THURSDAY, 8 MARCH, 1923. 
|The Committee met at the Public Hall, Brookdale. ] 


Present ;— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WiLuiAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty towards 
Moon’s Siding. 


John Finlay Leitch, station manager, Arajoel, Wagga 
Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 

576. Uhairman.|] Of what area does your station con- 
sist ?—Roughly, 9,000 acres. Every acre is within 4 miles 
of the proposed railway. It is due north from Brookdale. 

577. Does the proposed line intersect the station pro- 
perty /— Yes. 

578. To what purposes are you devoting the land now ?— 
Grazing sheep entirely. We carry about a sheep to the 
acre on 8,000 acres, and on the other 1,900 we carry cattle 
—about a beast to 6 or 7 acres. 

579. Are the sheep all merinos !—Yes. 

580. What proportion of the holding do you think could 
be utilised for agriculture !—5,000 acres, safely. 

581. Have your people manifested any intention to cut 
Arajoel up !—Yes, if the line is built, the land will be too 
valuable for grazing, and the plan I produce shows the 
proposed subdivision. Block No. 1 is kept for the home- 
stead, 1,500 acres. Block No. 2 contains 869 acres suitable 
for mixed farming. Some, I think, would grow lucerne, 
certainly with water, and 300 acres is suitable for hay, and 
some for wheat. It all has a frontage to Old Man Creek. 
Block 3, 774 acres, is roughly half grazing, and half farm- 
ing. Block 4, 720 acres, is 500 acres farming land. 
Block 5, 836 acres, all but 160, farming land. Block 6, 
761 acres, about half-and-half. Block 7 contains 640 acres, 
about 400 farming land. Block 8, 800 acres, is about half 
farming land. Block 9, 838 acres, about 320 farming 
land. Block 10, 890 acres, is chiefly a grazing proposition, 
Block 11 contains 540 acres, 500 first-class farming land. i 

582. In its present state of improvement, what would be 
the average value of the land over the whole holding ?—I 
should say, roughly, £5 per acre at the present distance 
from a railway. 

583. How far is the centre of the holding now from the 
nearest available railway station !—Weare between 16 and 
18 miles from Milbrulong, 20 from Boree Creek, and 22 
from Lockhart. 

584. Where do you truck ?—Wool at Wagga, and fat 
stock at Wagga and Milbrulong. 

585. Do you do much in the fat stock trade ?—For some 
years we did practically nothing else. Our merino sheep 
averaged 11 lb. of wool nett per grown sheep. 

586, You regard it as good fattening country, as well as 
good wool-growing country !—Yes, first-class. 

587. Are there many cattle actually depastured in that 
district now ?—They vary. There are a lot in the district 
at present, but previously there were not very many. The 
country is really too valuable for cattle breeding. 

588. Mr. Drummond.| Have you seen any lucerne grown 
in the district ?—Yes, on the river. 

589. Is there any extensive area suitable for that purpose? 
— On the river, yes. I do not profess to be an expert in 
lucerne, but if it pays to pump water and irrigate it there 
are thousands of acres on the river suitable for lucerne. 
The only thing is that the water has to be mechanically 
lifted. 

590. It was stated by a witness that if an additional 
weir were put in further up the river the whole of the land 
you refer to could be irrigated by gravitation !—I think it 
would be possible. The only thing would be the cost. A 
weir at about Wagga would, I think, raise it high enough 
to bring it down, 


591. Do you think that if the proposed route is adhered 
to it will be sufficiently close to that river land if brought 
under lucerne to properly serve it?—Personally, I think 
the nearer you keep to the river land the better. 


592. Do you agree with the statement that to sucecss- 
fully grow lucerne it is necessary to be not more than 6 
miles from rail?—I think 6 miles is a fair distance to cart 
hay, but I have no experience of selling lucerne. 


593. Your opinion from observation is that there isa big 
future for land this side of the river in respect-of lucerne? 
A very big future ; and for that reason it is necessary to 
have the railway close to it. 


594. Could you give an idea of the area on the southern 
fringe of the river for the length of the proposed line 
which would be suitable for lucerne growing ’—- Roughly, I 
should say a strip about a mile wide from tle river all the 
way through. 

595. Apparently, very little lucerne is grown at the 
present time ;—what reason would you advance for that, in 
view of the statement that a large area is suitable for it !— 
It is the cost of production. Lucerne does not pay on a 
large scale unless a small man has it. The bulk of the 
country was until late years held in large areas-—about 
4,000 or 5,000 acres. On that a man would put in 50 acres 
at the outside, purely as a drought standby, or possibly to 
sell a small surplus, 

596. Are the holdings along the river fairly large ?—The 
majority of them, yes. 

597. Consequently not many small settlers could go in 
for this particular crop ?—No. 

598. Is not the question of successful dairying bound up 
in the question of successful lucerne growing ?—I think so. 


599. Do you think there is much possibility of trade 
being brought to the line by the development of dairying ? 
—If dairying brings trade to other lines it will bring it to 
this ; but I do not know what it does bring to other lines. 
If dairying pays with irrigation by pumping, there is any 
amount of land available. 

600. Why is not more hay grown for market than there 
is?—The freight from farm to truck is too high. I had 
hay over after one drought, and I cut it and sold it in 
Wagga, to which town the cartage was as cheap as any- 
where else, and it cost me 36s. per ton to land it there. 


601. In your opinion, if the line were built there would be 
a greater amount of traffic brought to it in the shape of hay 
and chaff ?—I should think so. : 

602. Would it be possible to draw any trade from the 
north side of the river if the line were built }—If a bridge 
or punt were provided, I think so. 

603, Under existing conditions it is impossible ?—That 
1S SO. 

604. All that could be relied upon is trade from this side 
of the river !—Yes. 


605. What is your experience with regard to recent sub- 
divisions in this district ; have the settlers been success- 
ful?—On the whole those who have tried to work their 
properties and have had enough capital have succeeded. 

696. Are the properties in other subdivisions about the 
same area asin yours !—No, they are about 420 acres on 
an average, 
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Witnesses—J. F. Leitch, H. K. Field, and W. J. Hull, 8 March, 1925. 


607. They would be almost entirely good agricultural 
lan es. 

608, The men on those would be about 12 miles from a 
railway ?—On an average, yes. A large proportion of 
them are successful. 

609. Afr. Doe.| Is water procurable by sinking on the 
eleven blocks you have mapped out ?—-I would not say on 
all, though I have got it on mest of them. On nine out of 
the eleven I should say yes. 

610, Are there any dairies on this side of the river in 
this direction !—Yes, there is one due north of Arajoel on 
the river, ‘There may be more. 

611. Does that man grow lucerne?—I think so. I 
have not seen his country, but he has irrigation. 

612. Do you think the present high price of wool would 
militate to some extent against wheat culture ?—It is hard 
to say. It may prevent a man cutting up his land sooner, 
but as soon as he can get the wheat price it does not pay 
to raise sheep, and naturally he lets the wheat man have it. 

613. Chairman.]| In any case there would be fewer sheep 
depastured if the area were subdivided into wheat hold- 
ings? —Yes, that has been the experience everywhere I 
know of. There has been a big reduction in the number 
of sheep. 


Henry sennelly Field, farmer, Riverton, via 


Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 


Wagga 


614. Mr. Mahony.) You have a holding in this district ? 
—Yes, 551 acres about a mile above the Berembed Weir, 
on the southern bank of the Murrumbidgee. It is 24 miles 
from Boree Creek railway station, 28 miles from Lockhart, 
and 25 miles from Narrandera. 

615. For what purposes do you use the land /—Growing 
wool, wheat, pumpkins, melons, and tomatoes. 

616. Do you grow vegetables like those exhibited by 
Mr. Wilson ?—Yes, in hundreds. 

17. Do you irrigate?—I use no irrigation and 
manure. 

618. Where is your market?—A good deal of it is on 
the place. Fruiterers come out from Boree Creek and 
Matong, I send some over the river, and a good deal goes 
to other districts. J.ocal demands take my supplies. 

619. What area have you under wheat ?—About 120 
acres, 

620. What is the yield ?—From the fallowed ground 
about 25 bushels this year. It has been rather a b: ad year, 
The crop has been a great deal more than that. 

621. The country is suitable for agriculture ?-- Yes, in 
ane, way. 

622. What sheep do you carry ?—Genevally about 500. 
It will carry one and a half sheep to the acre right through. 

€23. Have you gone in for lucerne-growing ?— No, but 
the land will grow it all right. 

624. Do you consider the proposed 
a fair division of the country ?— Yes ; 
within 8 or 8} miles of the railway, 

625. W ould the propssed line enable you to increase the 
production of vegetables ?—Yes, I could increase 150 per 
cent. on my own. 

626. Is the soil on the banks of the river such as will 
produce vegetables equ 1 to the samples exhibited !—Yes, 
by simply working, without irrigation or manure, There 
are plenty of 10 and 20 acre blocks along the river that 
would keep a family, provided there was a “pails ay. 

627. Are there any large holdings on the banks ?—Yes, 
one of the largest, is above me—-W agingobe remby, about 
16,000 acres, 

628. For what is that suitable? —Wheat, 
vegetables, and dairying, 

629. Could it be cut up into small holdings 1—- Yes, every 
foot of it. 

630. Mr. Drum*sond.| Where did you gain your ex peri- 
ence as a farmer !—I had been in W estern Australia, on 
the North Coast, at Kyogle, and Casino, in New Zealand, 
and Victoria, I have been en the land all my life. 


no 


railway route makes 
it will bring me 


wool growing, 
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631. Your market for intense culture products is purely 
local ’—Yes, but I could sell five or ten times as much in 
the local market, if I had it. 

632. But if intense culture were carried out to any 
extent, the difficulty of finding markets, would present 
itself 1—Other markets follow, and with railway facilities 
to get it out, I am quite sure the one will follow the other. 
But there is a big local market in towns on the existing 
lines. 

633. Growing watermelons and tomators is one of the 
most profitable industries /— Yes, ; 

634, Have you tried lucerne ?—No ; but it grows wonder- 
fully, and Iam sure the sandhilis would grow it from the 
way it has grown from seeds spilt about the house. 

635, You are right on the river bank !— Yes. 

636. Is your area flooded at all !—Portions of it. Where 
these vegetables are grown is under water occasionally. 

637, At the present price of land what area would you 
suggest a man should have ?—Generally 400 or 500 acres. 

638. Have you seen much dairying done?—Yes; in 
Victoria and on the North Coast, 

639. According to your description this land would be 
ideal dairying country !—Yes; there is no doubt about 
that. 
dairying alone. 

640. If the land near Wagga were as good as yours 
would not the people tl.ere have a good chance of competing 
with you ?--If we got communication with markets there 
would not be ugh difficulty, and with the railway other 
markets would open up. 

611, Is the Berembed weir being close to you of any 
assistance to you !— None whatever. 

642. How often is the land on which vegetables are 
produced flooded ?—About once a year. 

643. Mr. Doe.| How does the river land here compare 
with the land you have been in the habit of working on the 
North Coast /—Fayourably ; it is equal to anything on the 
North Coast. 

644. There is a vast difference between the prices of land 
in the two districts !— Yes. 

645. If you had the choice of going 'o the North Coast 
or tothe southern bank of the Murrumbid zee, which would 
you prefer?—The Murrumbidgee every time. I left the 
North Coast. 

* 646. Mr D+ ummond.| How far does the loamy land ex- 
tend out from the river /—About 15 chains, 

647. Do you then come on to typical wheat land, with 
clay close to the surface ?— Yes, and red country. 

648, Land with clay near the surface is not suitable for 
deep-rooted plants such as lucerne ?—No. 


Walter John Hull, farmer and grazier, Palmerson, via 
Wagga Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 

649. Chav:man.| Where is your holding situated 1— 
North-west from here—15 miles. J have 1,600 acres. It 
would be 3 miles from the proposed railway. 

650. What is your nearest railway station now ?—Boree 
Creek—-20 miles away. 

651. What area have you under wheat?—100 acres 
only. I goin principally for sheep. If closer to the rail- 
way I would go in largely for growing wheat, which is the 
most profitable cccupa‘ion on the Jand in this district. 
The distance from the railway kills it, however, as far as I 
am concerned. 

652. Do you know any more profitable oecupition ?— 
Yes, growing melons and tomatoes; but that applies to 
river frontages only. 

653. What area would you pat under wheat if you had 
the railway ?—About 500 acres. 

654. What is the carrying capacity of your country 1— 
Roughly, a sheep to the acre. 

655. How do you fare for water !—I can get plenty in 
shailow wells. My land runs to within 2 miles of the river, 
but I have no river flats and very little flacded country. 

656. The railway would give an added value to all the 
holdings concerned !—VThat naturally follows. It woull 
increase land values at least £1 per acre. 


Experienced people could provide for themselves by ~ 
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Witnesses— W. J. Hul J. Rohan, T. P, Durnan, and W EF. Burkinshaw, 8 March, 1923. 


657, What is your idea of the value of land here t—-It 
would be worth from £6 to £6 10s. improved. 

658. From what area could a man make a living !—He 
would want about 640 acres of farmiing land. 

659. That is, he would want about £3,600 worth of land 
to make a living ?—That is so. 

660. Mr. Drwmmond.| Have you had any experience of 
fat-lamb raising !—Yes, I raise them. 

661. Do you consider it profitable to run them in con- 
nection with farming !— Unquestionably. 

662. I suppose very few sheep could run on an area of 
420 acres?— Not many, but any man with 420 acres in my 
locality runs sheep. 

663. If a man had a block of which 40 per cent. was 
grazing land, and he grew wheat on the remainder, would 
it reduce the number of sheep carried !—No, because he 
would have the advantage of stubble when he took the 
wheat off. 


See ee Se 


John Rohan, farmer, Brookdale, via ‘Lockhart, sworn, and 
examined :— 


664, Mr. Travers.| What is the area of your property !— 
2,500 acres. I work it in conjunction with my brothers. 
At present Iam 14 miles from Milbrulong. I should be 
about 34 miles from the proposed line, if constructed. We 
are growing wheat, raising fat lambs, and fattening stock. 
We have usually cultivated up to 1,100 acres, but some 
years ago we had only 800 acres. 

665. Do you fallow ?—Yes, sometimes we have as much 
as 400 acres under fallow. 

666. Can you give any figures regarding your returns 
from wheat ?—For the ten years, during which we had two 
very big droughts, our average for the good years would be 
18 bushels. We carry about 1,500 sheep, and the carrying 
capacity is about 1} sheep to the acre. We generally run 
about 50 head of cattle, besides. 

667. If the railway were constructed, would you go in 
more extensively for wheat growing ?!—I would, and also 
for pig-raising. Every acre is suitable for agriculture. 

668. Given railway facilities, how much of it would you 
put under wheat within, say, five years /—With the excep- 
tion of a little horse paddock, I would cultivate practically 
every acre. , 

669. You have had experience of wheat growing in 
Victoria ?— Yes, I have been at it ever since I was a boy. 

670, tn what districts !— Yarrawonga and Wangaratta. 

671. How would you compare the country with that 
where you are now {—It is very similar, but I would give 
this the preference. It is certainly better grazing country. 

672, Within a 10-mile radius of a railway, what would 
be required for a living area?—At least 600 acres for 
mixed farming. 

673, Is the country well suited for fat lamb raising !— 
Very well suited. : f 

674. Where do you find a market?—KHither in 
Melbourne or in Sydney. 

675. We have had figures supplied by Mr. Holmes, 
showing that in the district ‘to be served by the proposed 
line, there is only about 70,000 acres under crop and 
fallow—that is to say, about 25 per cent. of the whole 
area that is suitable for agriculture. Do you think, given 
railway facilities, there would be any appreciable expansion 
of the wheat growing industry in that district ?— Yes. 

676. Then the smallness of the area under crop and 
fallow is due to want of railway facilities ?—It is very 
largely. I think the present survey suits us as well as 
possible, and any alteration is not desirable. 

677. What have you in mind as to the present average 
value of the land ¢’—For good agricultural land, fairly well 
improved, with water on it, and well fenced, I think about 
£7 per acre, 

678, On a 600 acre block, what amount of capital would 
a man require to make a start ?—Excluding the amount at 
first required to finance his land, he would want anything 
from £500 to £800. Some men have borrowed all their 
capital, and still made good. 


Thomas Patrick Durnan, farmer, Brookdale, via Lockhart, 
sworn, and examined :— 


679. Mr, Drummond.] How long have you resided in 
this district !—A bout nine years. ; 

680, How far from a railway are you!—About 12$ miles 
from Milbrulong. ae 

681. You are on a small block of 409 acres !—That is so. 

682. What do you consider a fair distance from a rail- 
way !—Seven or eight miles is a fair thing.to enable one to 
go in for growing hay for chaff-cutting and svorking in 
conjunction with sheep. 

683. 'To what extent does your distance from rail pre- 
judice your operations /—It affects us very seriously in this 
respect ; it is advisable to cut a certain amount of crop for 
hay, because after a person has been cropping for a certain 
time, in spite of his best efforts the land will become dirty 
with wild oats and other noxious weeds. To be able to 
deal with it it is necessary to cut the hay so as to deal in 
chaff; and to do that at anything over 7 or 8 miles 
becomes too expensive. 

684. At present, if you have a heavy crop of hay, and 
chaff is"at a good price, you cannot take advantage of the 
market ‘—That is so. 

685. Do you consider 400 acres too small for a living 
area !—It is. 

686. Close to a line, enabling you to grow both grain 
and hay, you consider 400 acres would be sufficient /—Yes, 
because you could deal with your crops in a different way. 

687. What has been your average yield !—The last three 
years I have heen going in for sheep and lambs, but up 
to that time I had an average of 14 or 15 bushels to the 
acre. 

688. Has lamb-raising paid you on as small an area as 
400 acres !—No, but it has on a side line, and has helped 
to clear the land and give it a spell, so as to ensure greater 


- production in the future. 


689. Are you of opinion that the route of the proposed 
line is suitable ?— Yes, I think it is in the most serviceable 
position possible. I consider that a lot of the river land 
is suitable for growing tobacco, in conjunction with dairy- 
farming, and therefore it is impossible to say what its value 
is. On the Victorian side we have been growing tobacco 
for years. ‘They have had good returns and high prices. 
Men on the river over there have made up to £250 per 
acre, and there is land here equally good. 

690. In that case would it not be wiser to take the line 
a little closer to the river /— On that aspect I would point 
out that tobacco and products of that kind are not the 
quality of stuff that is handled in bulk. A yield of tobacco 
of a ton to the acre is a pretty heavy yield. 

691. But the freight is high, is it not?—I cannot say, 
but that would not affect the line. A person witha ton of 
tobacco to the acre would only have 6 or 7 tons for a good 
yield, because 6 or 7 acres is a good area for a person to 
look after under tobacco. 


William Elphick Burkinshaw, farmer, Lyndhurst, via 
Lockhart, sworn, and examined :— 

692. Mr. Doe.| Where is your holding situated ?—At 
Woodlands Station, Hillside Estate. 

693. How far are you from the railway at present 7—13 
or 14 miles, 

694. What is your area?—I started on 414 acres, but 
have bought another place lately. I have been eight 
years on that holding. Every acre is good agricultural 
land. I have put in 350 acres on an average every year, 
and have had about 13,C00 bags of wheat and oats, half 
and half, for the eight years ; also about 430 tons of hay. 

695. How have you found the oats work in with the 
wheat, from the standpoint of dirty ground ?—They are a 
long way better, and you can grow crops of wheat after 
them and have the advantage of changing crops. 

696. Is 414 acres sufficient for a man ?—It is to start on, 
but he must have more to fallow later on. I have 300 
acres fallow this year, and have bought a new farm of 460 
acres, 
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697. In order to attain your present position was it 
necessary to have much capital to start!—No; I started 
with very little. I was helped from home fora little while, 
and had only to pay the first rent to the Government of 
about £170, and that is all I started with. 1 bought this 
new farm out of what I made on the 414 acres—that is to 
say, I have paid £2 per acre deposit and the balance | have 
to make from the land later. 

6:8. What was the price of the land you got from the 
Government eight years ago?—About £5 10s. peracre. It 
was partly improved and partly cleared. 

699. A reasonable area would be a square mile ?—Yes, 
but a man wants the railway closer because it is too costly 
to cut hay along distance. He could grow a lot of hay 
on the dirty ground if the line were within 5 or 6 miles. 

700. Do you use artificial manure ?—Yes, but I keep 
changing the crops, and do not go in for much fallow. IJ 
worked my place out, and now it has to be fallowed. 

701. You found the rotation of crops very beneficial !— 
Yes. There is two bags to the acre difference when 
following wheat after oats. 

702. Do you keep any sheep ?—No, my area has been 
too small, I have just thirteen or fourteen horses and a 
dozen head of cattle. 

703. How far would you be from the proposed line if 
constructed !—From 3} to 4 miles. I think its direction 
could not be better placed. 


Richard Samuel Drummond, farmer and grazier, Lockhart, 
sworn, and examined :— 


704. Chairman.| How do you regard the area of country 
between the proposed line and the Murrumbidgee as com- 
pared with other well-known wheat-growing areas in the 
southern portion of the State?—TI originally came from 
Victoria and was connected with agitations for the railway 
from Numurkah and Cobram, and also for several other 
lines ; so I have had a fairly extensive experience of rail- 
way lines. I can say in all sincerity that the land on each 
side of the proposed line is as good as that on any railway 
I have been connected with an agitation to obtain. 

705. If this line were constructed 28 miles out from 
Uranquinty do you think we might reasonably expect 
similar financial results?—I do. If you ask me the hard 
question of whether country spur lines will pay it is 
impossible under the Railway Commissioners’ scheme for 
any country line to ever be a financial success, because 
they are credited only with the tonnage, say, from Lockhart 
to The Rock. They do not get credit for any of the main 
line traffic. Consequently wheat is carted for 9d. a ton, and 
the coal costs more. Under that system the more freight 
you put on a line the worse it would pay. The system is 
ridiculous. 

706. Do you consider the location of the line has been 
fixed so as to best meet the agricultural requirements of 
the district, or would you suggest any alteration ?—The 
proposed route is about as good as could be got, taking 
into consideration that if you get in too close to the river 
you would probably be met with flooded country, and that 
it would, therefore, be difficult for farmers to cart their 
produce to the line. The building of bridges across the 
river is out of the question. 

707. Some witnesses have said that keeping to the 
southern’ bank of the river would be likely to cause better 
development of intense culture, and to encourage dairying 
and pig-raising. What route do you think offers the best 
prospect of affording decent railway revenue ?—Taking into 
consideratiou the difficulties of marketing the products of 
intense culture I should say that industries such as wheat, 
wool, meat, and dairying would be the principal for many 
years to come, and therefore I think the line as proposed 
will serve the purpose lest. 

708. What do you regard on mixed farming areas in this 
district as sufficient acreage to give a man a living area ?— 
Of course that is always a vexed question—so much depends 
upon the man. I have seen many men start with small 
capital on virgin soil and make a success. Generally I 
should say 400 or 500 acres, but after a few years, when he 


has proved a good farmer and desires to settle permanently 
in the district, a man could safely double that area, working 
up to 800 or 900 acres. 

709. Mr. Drummond.] You expressed the opinion that 
the cost of bridges would be too great;—have you con- 
sidered whether a punt would considerably assist trathie !— 
I took wheat across on a punt to Cobram from Berrigan 
for three years, and I consider it is going back to barbarism. 
When the river is low it is impossible to get the teams 
down, and it is heavy pulling up. One bridge would serve 
only certain people on each side. To serve this country 
you would want a bridge every 7 or 8 miles, which would 
run into more money than a railway. A punt is better 
than nothing, but as a means of transit for heavy teams I 
look upon it as nearly useless. 

710. You do not consider it would assist in the develop- 
ment of the north side of the river to any material 
extent !—No. 

711. So that practically all the traffic for the proposed 
line would be drawn from the south side /—Yes. 


712. The opinion has been expressed that beyond 5 or 6° 


miles the distance is too far to cart hay to a railway ;—do 
you agree with that?—Yes. I should say 8 miles would 
be the very limit. 

713, Mr. Lravers.| The proposed line would terminate 
about 28 miles from the Narrandera line, which would leave 
the settlers midway about 14 miles from either the terminus 
or the Narrandera line;—can you say whether the proposed 
line should be extended another 6 or 7 miles so as to bring 
all the settlers within a 10-mile radius?—If it is possible 
for it to be done I would certainly say the line should go 
another 6 or 7 miles. There are a numbet of settlers at 
Birrego and Greenvale who have to cart 14 miles to Borce 
Creek. 


Henry Bowyer, farmer, Brookdale, sworn and examined :— 


714. Mr. Burke.| What is your holding ?—At present, 
988 acres. I have lately added 100 acres to the property. 

715. To what use are you putting the land ?—Sheep and 
wheat growing. I have had an average of 250 acres under 


wheat for the three years I have been here, and have been 


getting a 25-bushel average return. I had 33 bushels this 
year off some of my land. 

716. Do you think the proposed route will serve the 
country well ?—Most decidedly, I do not think you could 
improve upon it. 

717. What distance are you from rail /—About 10 miles. 

718. You are not too far from the railway to make 
wheat carting profitable !—No, but I lived at The Rock 
for five years and made 25 per cent, more out of hay than 
out of wheat. I think this country is very well adapted 
for hay growing. 

719. But you consider the distance from rail too far for 
carting hay !—Yes. 

720. What do you consider a fair holding to make a 
living on?—I should say 600 acres. 

721. Do you know anything about dairying?—Yes, I 
have had a fair experience of it in Victoria. 

722. Are these river flats suitable for dairying ?—Yes, 
and for lucerne growing. 

723. What holding hal you in Victoria ?—I was working 
on my father’s property of 600 acres. 

724. How does this country compare with the land you 
worked there?—Although the land is higher in price in 
Victoria, I think this is far superior. 


Paul Alfred George Giittler, farmer, Hill Plain, Urana-road, 

via Wagga Wagga, sworn, and examined :— 

725. Mr. Doe.| What is your arca of land !—885 acres. 
It is under grazing and wheat. 

726. What js your nearest station 1-—Boree Creek. 

727. How far will you be from the proposed line 1— 
Within 5 miles. . 

728. Do you think the route is in a reasonable posizion ¢ 
—I do. 


729. Is it necessary to extend it beyond 28 miles out 
from Uranquinty ?—It would certainly serve the people 
lower down. TI think it should be extended far enough to 
serve the people the other end outside a radius of 10 miles 
from the Narrandera line. 


730. How long have you been here ?-—I selected here 
about twenty-four years ago. 


731. Where hadyou previousexperience!—At Tungamah, 
below Yarrawonga, in Victoria. 
732. How do you find the land here as compared with 


your late Victorian home ?—It is quite equal to it, and a 
shade better. 


733. Do you go in for fallowing ?—Yes; I generally 
fallow the area I put in. It is tne only way to doit. For 
the first ten years my yield was only about 10 bushels, but 
of late years it has been considerably better since I took to 

-fallowing and manure. 


734. Had the country been ringharked when you took it 
up ¢—Yes ; but it had been neglected and become green 
again. It was worse to work than green country. 


735. What do you think a reasonable living area is this 
district !--On good land, nothing under 640 acres. 
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736. What could a man reasonably pay for wheat land 
and obtain a fair return within reasonable distance of a 
railway [—About £6 per acre. A man can do all right if 
he is within 10 miles of a railway. 

737. How do you get on for water ?—I get it by wells 
and dams, and I am near Old Man Creek. I am fa‘rly 
well off for water. 

738. Does that apply t» the country around you gene- 
rally ?—Yes. 

739. Can you state what additional area of land will be 
brought under cultivation if the line is constructed ?—I can 
only say it will be considerably increased. I would increase 
my area, but I cannot under present conditions. I am 
cultivating 160 acres only on account of the difficulty of 
carting. As soon as we get half an inch of rain we cannot 
cart. 

740. That would apply to 3 or 4 miles, as well as to 
greater distances, would it not ?— No. 

741, What is the carrying capacity of your country !— 
A. sheep to the acre. 

742. Do you go in for fat lambs ¢—yYes, I find that 
profitable. 

743, Would sleepers for railway purposes be obtainable 
in close proximity to the line ?—I doubt it. 


THURSDAY, 8 MARCH, 1923. 
[The Committee met at the Public Hall, Sandigo. | 


Yresent ; — 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicuarL Burke, Esa. 


The Hon, W. T. DICK (CuHatrmayn). 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davi Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty towards 
Moon’s Siding. 


Richard Herbert, farmer and grazier, Jackson’s Waterholes, 
sworn, and examined :— 

744, Chairman.] What area of land have you ?.-1,200 

acres. 

745. How far is your holding from Sandigo Hall?—94 
miles northeast. It is about 104 miles from the 28-mile 
post along the proposed route. At present I am 18 miles 
from railway communication. I go in for farming and 
grazing and have put in up to 500 acres of crop. Owing 
to the distance from railway I found it was not paying me 
and I had to curtail it to 300 acr s. My yield would 
average for five years without fallow about 54 bags to the 
acre. With fallow I have had 33 bushels. 

746. Where did you dispose of your wheat ?--At Boree 
Creek, 19 miles away. 

747. Do you find that distance cripples you in your 
agricultural operations ?—Yes, in more ways thanone. We 
are restricted to wheat-growing. Jt is too far to cart hay, 
and we have great trouble in keeping the ground clean on 
that account. If we could grow hay we would get better 
results. 

748. Would you be able to dispose of your hay if the 
proposed line stopped at the 28-mile peg ?—I do not think 
so. It would still be too far to cart it. It weuld halve 
my distance as far as wheat is concerned but still it would 
be a pretty long day to go 104 miles and back. 

749. If the line were extended would that encourage 
you to increase the area under grain !—Yes. 

750. What improvement do you look forward to from 
the point of view of new railway construction?—If the 
railway came right through or were extended to Sandigo I 
should be within 4} miles. 

751. How much of your 1,200 acres would you be able 
to put under grain ?—700 or 800 acres. 

752, At present how do you utilise the balance of your 
land !—For sheep. : 

753. Where do you send your fat stock 1—Sometimes to 
Narrandera for Melbourne and sometimes to Boree Creek 
for Sydney. m ¢ 
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754. You advocate sending a line right through to the 
Narrandera line !—Yes. 

755, Can you urge any other reason for its extension !— 
Yes, it would bring a lot more land under cultivation as it 
came further down. There are a number of people who 
would be too far away from the railway with the terminus 
as proposed. The line would be of no use to the Sandigo 
district as a whole. 

756. It has been urged that if the line stopped at the 
2s-mile peg the country would be served for 10 miles 
beyond that as a terminus—say for 38 miles. That would 
leave 16 miles at the Moon’s Siding end which would not 
be touched by this line, but of which 10 miles are already 
served by the existing line, Therefore there would be an 
intervening 6 miles only of country served either by the 
proposed terminus or by the existing line !—That would not 
benefit the country to the north of Sandigo at ail, which 
would be too far from any railway-station. Mr. Hodgson, 
in his evidence in Sydney, said it would be served, but we 
differ altogether. The land in towards the river from 
Jackson’s Waterholes would be the nearest point —about 
94 miles, and it is about the same from here; 94 miles 
would touch the river north from here; that could not be 
said to be served by any line at present, and if the line 
went only to the 28-mile peg it would not serve that 
country, where there is some of the best wheat growing land 
in the district. 

757. Would that country be served by continuing the 
line straight on ?—Yes, to Moon’s Siding. 

758. A 10-mile circle from Sandigo would goright to the 
river !/—Yes. 

759. How much of that would not be served by the 
proposed terminus at 28 miles ?—A good deal. 

760. You do not contemplate serving land on the north 
side of the river ?—-No. 

761. Have you any other reasons for urging the construe - 
tion of the line right through !—-It would be a considerab1 ¢ 
help to travel stock to the mountains in time of drough t 
from Jerilderie and west of Narrandera, 
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762. Where would you take them ?—To Tumberumba, 
which would then be in a direct line from Narrandera 
without going back to Junee and Wagga along the main 
line. 

763. How often do you think that exigency would arise ? 
—In three years out of five stock go that way in consider- 
able numbers. 


James Sewell, farmer, Delapool, Narrandera, sworn, and 
examined :— 


764. Mr. Doe.] Do you do any grazing !—Yes, my 
brother and 1 go in for wheat-growing and grazing. 

765, Where is your property situated ?—It is about 4 
miles, nearly north-east of here. My brother and I have 
515 acres each. 


766. How much wheat had you in last season ?—-480 
acres between us. It went to Narrandera—very nearly 
15 miles. 

767. You will be from 13 to 14 miles from the railway 
if constructed to the point shown on the map ?—That is so. 

768. Do you go in for fallowing ?—Yes. 

769. Will there be any increase in production on your 
property if the line is continued beyond the proposed 
terminus !—Yes, we would be able to put in more time 
and work our fallow. We have neglected to fallow 
through the summer rains, and it is of great benefit to 
work your fallow after rain. 

770. Would there be any increase in your area under 
crop !—I do not think so. 


771. The highest productivity would come from the 
improvement in the cultivation of land already under 
crop '—Yes. 

772. How long have yon been here ?—Nearly nine 
years. 

773. What has your average yield been ?— 
bags. 

774. You consider you would get a much higher average 
if you had not to spend so much time in carting long dis- 
tances ?—Yes. 

775. Do you use manure /—Yes. 


776. What is the present vaiue in your district of land 
rung, fenced, and with water improvements, but not cleared 
for the plough ?—Mine cost £4 5s, unimproved eight years 
ago, and I suppose the value has increased since then, It 
was rung country. 

777. What is the means of procuring water ?—Wind- 
mills. There is an abundance of water in the wells. 

778. Do you go in for sheep ?—Yes, and cattle. 

779, Have you anything to add in support of the con- 
tinuance of the line beyond the proposed terminus ?—-Yes. 
I do not think our position will be altered at all if the line 
stops there. We shall be just as far from the railway as 
we arenow. We have 200 or 300 tons of hay stacked at 
present, but the distance from rail is prohibitive to carting 
it away. 

780. There would not be many people situated as you 
are !—There are fifteen, or even more. 


781. How far would you suggest continuing the line ?— 
I think it would be a good thing for it to go right through. 


782, But the country up to 10 miles out from Moon’s 
Siding is already well served by the Jerilderie line ?—That 
is SO. 

783. So that one line would practically be cutting the 
other’s throat, from the wheat-grower’s point of view, if 
connected with Moon’s Siding 1A little, but not a great 
deal, IT think. 

784. What reason do you offer for extending the line 
beyond a point which would give people a 10- mile cartage 
distance to a railway station It would relieve the line on 
the other side of the river. 


785. Is the traffic congested on that line?—I do not 
know, but it would make the distance a lot shorter. 


About five 


Thomas Scilley, farmer and grazier, Kincora, Narrandera, 
sworn, and examined :— 


736. Mr. Drummond.| How long have you been resident 
in this district (~Twelve years. 

787. How far are you from the terminus of the proposed 
railway ?—About 15 miles; nearly 19 from Moon’s 
Siding, and 20 from Boree Creek. 

788. Where do you haul your produce !—‘'o Narrandera. 

789. Why not to Corobimilla or Moon’s Siding ?!— 
Because it would be a lot farther. 

790. Would you say the proposed route is the best that 
could be taken ?—No; it does not serve the country out 
this way at all. 

791. How far would it have to be carried to serve the 
country upon which you are resident ?—About 10 miles. 

792. Do you know the country from Sandigo towards 
Wagga !—J have been along it. 

793. From the 2S-mile peg towards Narrandera, is the 
country as good as that between the proposed terminus 
and Uranquinty 1—Yes, and a little better. It has proved 
itself by competition in growing wheat. 

794. What percentage of the land is suitable for cultiva- 
tion !—It is nearly all suitable. 

795. According to statistics about 25 per. cent. of that 
land is under cultivation or fallow. What increase in that 
proportion would there be if the line were extended to 
Sandigo?—I think it would increase a third more. 

796. What do you consider a fair distance to haul wheat 
to a railway !—From 8 to 10 miles is quite far enough, and 
the same distance for chaff. I think the line should go 
right through to Moon’s Siding, 

797. Approaching Narrandera is there a considerable 
area of flooded country which is not suitable for farming !— 
Yes, but it is good dairying country. 

798. Are they dairying to any extent on it ?—No, 
because they are too far away from the railway. 

799. Do they grow lucerne to any extent ?—No, but it is 
suitable for lucerne, and they could irrigate. They have 
the water there. 


Alfred John Longmire, farmer and grazier, "Narrandera, 
sworn, and TPS — | 


800. Mr. Travers.| Have you any property along the’ 
route of the proposed line ?—No, we are about 4 miles north-— 
eastfrom here. We have 2,700 acres. Weare growing wheat 
and running sheep. We had 700 acres under wheat last 
year, and 800 acres of fallow for this year. We haye had 
900 acres of crop. In the last three years we have pro- 
duced a little over 35,000 bushels of wheat, and we are 
carrying 1,000 sheep. It carries about one and a half 
sheep to the acre. 

801. How far are you from railway communication 1— 
The nearest point is about 15} miles away, but for a lot of 
wheat we grow it is nearer 17 miles. 

802. Where do you cart wheat ?—To Narrandera. It 
costs about ls. 3d. per ton per mile. 
803. Would the proposed terminus at 28 miles from 
Uranquinty put you in a better position !—Slightly, but 
over a worse road. It would be almost as well to travel 
the extra 2 or 3 miles to Narrandera as to go the other — 
way. : 
804. Do you advocate the line being terminated at the 
point proposed, or do you suggest an extension ?—I certainly 

think it should be extended. 

805. How far?—To Sandigo would satisfy most of us, ~ 
but there are people the other side. It is about 13 miles — 
to Sandigo from the proposed terminus. 

806. For what reason do you think the line should be — 
continued to Sandigo?’—We are very much handicapped, 
because we cannot cultivate the area of country we would — 
like to. Almost every acre of ours is cultivable country, and ~ 
we could put it all under crop if the railway were within | 
reasonable distance. But we cannot compete with the man ~ 
near the railway, because while we are carting wheat he is . 
working his land and gets his crop in before we do. In 
growing wheat, no matter how careful a man is, he will 
get wild oats. If near the railway, he could fallow one 
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year, take a crop off it, and sow oats on it next year for hay, 
growing wheat on the other fallow. He could get two crops 
off his fallow every year. But itis much too far to cart hay. 

807. What would you call a fair average carting distance 
for wheat in this district ?—I do not think aman should 
have to cart it more than 10 miles. 

808. How does the country between the proposed ter- 
minus and Narrandera compare with that between the pro- 
posed terminus and Uranquinty ?—It is equally good for 
wheat-growing. I would not say it is as good for grazing 
once you leave the river flats. 

809. Would any appreciable number of settlers be left 
out of a !0-mile radius between the proposed terminus and 
Moon’s Siding if the line were not continued further ?— Yes, 
the majority of wheat-growers would be left out. If the 
line terminates as proposed it will not be of any benefit to 
us. It might slightly as far as stock is concerned, but 
that is not much. 


James Hosken Muntz, farmer and grazier, Narrandera, 
sworn, and examined :— 


810. Mr. Mahony.| Had you a holding in this 
district ’—Yes, my brother and I hold 1,808 acres about 
34 miles south-west from here. It is used for wheat- 
growing and raising sheep. We had .600 acres under 
wheat this year, We did have 1,100 in for a year or two, 
but we have given that up. The yield averages about five 
bags to the acre, 

811. Why did you cease cultivating 1,100 acres 1— 
Because it was getting too hard to manage considering the 
distance we had to cart. 

812. How far are you from the nearest railway 
station !—15 miles. Obviously, that is too far. It takes 
two days to make a trip. 

813. What do you consider a fair distance to cart 
wheat !—From 8 to 10 miles is as much as anyone can do 
inaday. Ten miles is the limit. Personally, I think the 
proposed line should be carried right through. It would 
benefit us to a great extent if extended to Sandigo, but 
there is a great extent of good country further west, and it 
-would -put us in close touch fur fruit with Leeton, with 
Narrandera, and with the Victorian railway system via 
“Toeumwal. As far as wheat growing is concerned, the 
country about Sandigo and a little further to the west is 
‘very hard to beat in the Riverina. Some years ago the 
“Royal Agricultural Society held a prize competition ; the 
prize came here to Mr. Quilter, and quite a number of 
others were close up. His property is a mile from here. 
He grows wheat very successfully, but he is about 12 miles 
from a railway. 

814, You carry some sheep ?—Yes, a sheep to 14 acres 
would be fair carrying, : 

815. How tong have you been farming?—All my life, 
but for ten years in this district. 

“816, What area have you under fal!ow ?-—-350 acres this 
year. 

817. If 8 to 10 miles is a reasonable distance to cart 
wheat, do you think it necessary to carry the line right to 
Narrandera !—Not as far as wheat-carting is concerred. 

818. You would be satisfied if it came as far as this ?— 
Yes. We have ideal country here for raising fat lambs, 
but it takes two days from the time we yard them un'il we 
ean put them in the trucks. That is a very heavy handi- 
cap-on the industry. We are in the direction of Moon’s 
Siding, and yet we could not get there under 16 miles from 
here; so to refer to others as being served by Moon’s 
Siding is ridiculous. We cannot get there or to Corobi- 
milla. Then we have a considerable quantity of hay at the 
present time, and it has to remain on the property. You 
could not cut and sell it, because it would not pay haulage 
expenses. 

819. Which railway do you use at present ?—Sometimes 
Boree Creek and some times Narrandera ; the distances 
are practically equal. We have had Narrandera carriers 
come out here tc cart wheat to Boree Creek, and vice versd. 

820. What do they charge you ?—They charged 15s. per 
ton a year or two ago for wheat. It had been L7s: 6d. 


Thomas Corrie Bunnell, farmer, Delapool, Narrandera, 
sworn, and examined :— 


821. Mr. Burke.| Where is your holding situated !— 
About 44 miles north of Sandigo. I hold 515 acres, which 
is used for farming and dairying. I have been there under 
twelve months. Iam about 4 miles from the river. 

822, Where do you dispose of your produce ?—At Nar- 
randera so far, from which I aim distant 144 miles. 

823. If the proposed line terminated 28 miles from 
Uranquinty would is be of advantage to you ?—None 
whatever. 

824. You would still be 14 miles from the terminus ?— 
Yes ; and with a worse road. 

825. Where do you suggest the line should terminate 1— 
At Moon's Siding or Corobimilla. 

826. Why do you suggest that when the country between 
there and any point 10 miles out would already be served 
by the Narrandera line ?—Some would have a long way to 
cart their produce. Hight miles is plenty far enough to 
haul wheat. 

827. You do not go in for hay’—No; but with the 
railway we could. You cannot haul hay more than 5 or 
6 miles. . 

828. Is 515 acres a sufficient living area ?—It is a little 
on the small side. It was all I could manage to get. I 
have only just bought the property. ~ 

829. How much do you use for dairying ?—There is 150 
acres broken up for cultivation, and the balance is used for 
grazing. I have 200 sheep. 

830. Have you considered growing lucerne !—No, it 
would be too expensive where 1 am situated. 

831. Your opinion is that unless it is extended further 
along, the line will not be of advantage to many people ?— 
That is my opinion. I may say that after I came here, 
owing to the flood and having no railway we were without 
our mail for nearly a fortnight, and were nearly out of 
provisions, We had to borrow from one another and do 
the best we could. We could not get into Narrandera for 
the flood ; and of course those conditions are liable to occur 
again at any time. 

832. If the line came here you would be out of the flooded 
country /—Yes, and we could communicate with Wagga or 
Narrandera and get provisions by train. 


Arthur Clifford Aston, farmer and grazier, sworn, and 
examined :— 


833. Chairman.| You are president of the Birrego Rail- 
way League?—Yes. I hold 1,880 acres freehold and have 
about 8,000 acres leasehold land beside. The freehold Jand 
is used for wheat-growing and grazing, and the leasehold 
for grazing pure and simple; I had 790 acres under wheat 
last year, and have 510 acres under fallow now. 

834. Do you suffer any bandicap due to your distance 
from the nearest available railway station?—Yes, a con- 
siderable handicap. In the first place, fallows require 
working during the summer time, or after showers of rain, 
and the carting of wheat from the distance I live at—rang- 
ing up to 13 miles from Boree Creek—takes up so much 
time that Iam losing money by it. To pay for carting 
wheat would make too big a hole in the year’s income. 

835. You are an advocate not of stopping the line at the 
28-mile peg but of running it right through!—Yes. I am 
not in favour of its joining the other line at Moon’s Siding, 
I contend it would serve the country better to link it up at 
Corobimilla, which is the next siding south from Moon’s 
Siding on the Jerilderie line ; for one reason because I 
consider it would serve more country, and, secondly, because 
it would give us access to other markets. Hay is a product 
which we cannot market from here, the cost of carting being 
too high. If the line stopped at Sandigo it still would not 
give us the market we require. The country west of the 
Jerilderie line is nearly all station country, where very 
little hay is grown, and during diought years the stations 
are very large buyers of fodder for feeding sheep and 
starving stock. It will be seen from the map that we are 
at a big disadvantage compared with those on the Narran- 
dera—Junee line, or with the Victorian farmer who can get 
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his stuff across at Tocumwal. My experience of farming 


has been that while our land was fresh and in good heart we 
could make a living off 690 acres, but now that it has got 
“ wheat sick,” we have to fallow, with the result that we 
require larger areas. On my country, with the present 
railway facilities, nothing less than 1,000 acres is sufficient 
for a man to make a living, but with better facilities we 
could do with 640 acres. Vurther, by linking the line up 
at Corobimilla it would act as a duplication to the 
Narrandera-Junee line. A good deal cf heavy traffic 
comes from Berrigan through to Sydney, and from 
Corobimilla to Narrandera the grade is fairly steep. Any 
train of ordinary weight ging from there must have a 
‘double header,” which necessitates an engine being sent 
from Narrandera to Morundah. My contention is that 
there would not be the congestion on either line if we had 
this line connected through, because our prednce could then 
go down the comparatively flat line until it reached the 
main line. Then those lines carry a great deal of stock, 
and this would give us a more direct acesss for fat lambs 
with either Melbourne or Sydney, or with the mountains 
in time of drought. 


836. One witness ha; said thatif tl.c line were connected 
with Moon’s Siding or Corobimilla it would afford an outlet 
to the big stations further west in time of drought to get 
their stock to relief country ?-—-That is correct. 


837. Where would the relief country be ?—Usually in 
drought timé We look to the south-cast mountains for relief. 
During drottght times you cannot shift stock on the roads 
unless you get away very carly in the season; and if you 
have to shift stock then it means carting fodder along with 
you. 

838. Would the proposal before the Committee of itself 
lave the effect of rendering the operations of farmers 
along the course of that line and for some 10 miles beyond 
the’ terminus more successful than they are at present !—I 
should say it would. 


839. How far from the proposed terminus is your area 
sitvated !—The nearest point would be 12 miles. It would 
bring me no nearer than I am already to Boree Creek. It 
would bring one corner of my brother’s property closer 
‘should it come here, but the propo:ed terminus would be 
of no use to us in any way. 


840. With a railway 28 miles out from Uranqninty do 
you think that along the course of that line and for 10 
miles further on an active young man could start on 600 
acres and make a decent living for himself and perhaps a 
young family ?--! do. 


841. Can you compare the character of the country from 
Uranquinty through to Corobimilla with any other country 
you have had experience of in respect of agriculture ?—I 
come from the northern part of the Gouiburn Valley in 
Victoria. In my opinion this country is a great deal 
better than that from an agricultural point of view, and IT 
think also from a grazing point of view: but they have 
the “pull” over us in having water and being closer to 
markets. 


812. Do they go in for pigs there ?—Yes, and they use 
many side lines, even to selling the old cast iron about the 
farms. On any farm here there are probably tons cf old 
cast-iron that is of no marketable value. If a few bags of 
screenings of oa's or wheat were left over down there they 
have only to run them into market to get something for 
them. ILere we do not bother about those things. A man 
on 600 acres here would have to attend to details to make 
a living, though of course he would be all the bitter man 
for doing s). 

843. What market would the ordinary farmer have 
every time he had to put a certain area under hay for the 
purpose of cleaning up his property ?—At the present time 
we have practically no market, and I have hay. on my place 
that I cut five years ago. 


844. With a railway where would his market be, apart 
from drought years ?’—I. think we should have to depend 
on Sydney. 


845, Could you compete with Melbourne +—I do not 


{hink so. Melbourne ships to Sydney. We could com- 
pete with Ganmain and Coolamon for Sydney, provided the 
freight was not killing. 


816. Is your 8,0CO acres of leascd land convertible 
leases 1— No, it is State forests; but they are never likely 
to be used for agriculture as Jong as the Forestry Depart- 
ment has them. It is beautiful agricultural country, but 
although I am interested in it I would not be in favour of 
it being drawn upon for settlement while we are growing 
pine. The forestry officials have informed me that these 
forests are estimated to yield 10,000 logs per year for all 
time. It is beautiful timber. 


S47. A suggestion has been made that if the line termi- 
nated at 28 miles, and a good road were made from Sandigo 
to Boree Creek, for the present at any rate, most of the 
country between the two lines shown on the map would be 
cerved ?—I do not think that proposal would be any good. 


848. What is the road now from Sandigo to Boree 
Creek !—It is only an earth road and cuts up with heavy 
traffic. In winter it would be impassable in a very short 
time. 

849. Mr. Hodgson, in arswer to a question by Mr. 
Burke as to the nature cf the country from the terminal 
point to Moon’s Siding, gave this answer: “It is hilly as 
you get towards the end ; you get away from the river flats.” 
And askcd whether the nature of the country justified the 
extension to Moon’s Siding, he answered ‘‘ No.” Apart 
from your points as to the easier working of the traffic 
and this being merely a duplication of the other line, do 
you agree that the country itself would not justify a rail- 
way !—The country is just as good as the best you have 
seen. There are some gravelly hills just round Moon’s 
Siding. 

850. What do you consider the average value of land 
in the Birrego district at present ?—I value my property 
at £7 per acre. : 

851. In what state of improvement is it ?—I have a good 
homestead, it is well fenced and all the subdivision fences 
are sheep-proof. There are a dozen paddocks, and I have 
over 18,000 cubic yards of excavation for water consery- 
ation. 

852. You have a brother holding land adjoining you /— 
Yes. 

853. How much secured country have you between the 
two of you!—There is about 4,000 acres within the 
influence of this proposal. 


854. If the line were constructed right through would 
you continue to hold that land and crop it?—-My idea 
would be to sell it. My holding would. support three 
families, and I am sure my brothers would do the same 
with theirs, because their interests are being shifted else- 
where. There is Strontian Station, which would come 
under the influence of this line, containing 14,600 acres. 
At present it produces nothing but wool and lambs, but it 
is nearly all fine agriculture country. It is situated west 
and south-west from here, and the surveyed route of the 
line runs right through the middle of it. We have a letter 
from the owners saying that they would be willing to 
subdivide. ) 

855. Do you know the carrying capacity of Strontian?— 
The manager told me this year that they had 17,000 sheep 
on it until about the end of the spring. They kept grad- 
ually selling—trucking the fat lamks and sheep off it, and 
at present they are carrying, I understand, 8,000 sheep. 


856. Would a stimulus be given to the fat lamb industry 
in this district by the construction of the line or portion of 
it?--I think there would. The fat lamb industry is going 
to play a very impertant part in farming in this district. 


857. Would you care to offer an opinion as to whether 
the country would be better served by the line being swung 
close to the Murrumbidgee than by its being placed as 
shown on the map?—I know the country from here to 
Wagga, and I do not think you can improve on the route 
proposed. ‘The only fault I find with it is that it swings 
off to Moon’s Siding instead of going further down, 
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Arthur Conrad Beecher, farmer and grazier, Delapool, 
Narrandera, sworn, and examined .— 

858. Mr. Uahony.| What is your area of land ?—I have 
830 acres closer settlement. It is about 44 miles north of 
Sandigo. I use it for wheat-growing, pig-raising, a little 
dairying, and sheep raising. ‘This year I have 400 acres 
. under wheat. Last year it yielded 140 tons hay and 1,445 
\\. bags wheat. That is the lowest yield I have had. Iam 
about 3 miles from the river. 

&59. Do you think the country there is suitable for 
dairying !—A lot of it is first-class dairying country, and 
grows lucerne to perfection. My produce has to be carted 
about 14 miles to Narrandera. 

860. How long have you been there?—Just on nine 
years. ‘The proposed line is suitable as far as it goes, but 
it should be extended to Moon’s Siding. I also do a good 
deal of pig-raising, in which I am at a disadvantage owing 
to the long cartage distance. The market is at Leeton. 

861. How far would you be from the line if it continued 
to Moon’s Siding?—About 4} miles. My country is 
getting dirty from wheat-growing, and also “ wheat sick,” 
and I find I shall have to give up wheat farming and go in 
for grazing or hay. J have 300 sheep at present, but have 
had up to 1,400 on it. 

862. What is the largest area you have had under cul- 
tivation ?—650 acres. 

865. What did that yield !—Some went up to 44 bushels. 
One 400-acre paddock yielded 35 bushels. Last year I took 
3,400 bags off 360 acres. Over nine years the average is 
seven bags. 

864. If the line ran right through, what would you con- 
sider a living area in country such as yours ?—600 acres. 

855. Is there anybody near you going in for dairy-farm- 
ing ¢—They are thinking of going in for it if the line comes 
through. 

866. Is the land on the southern bank of the Murrum- 
bidgee from here to Wagga suitable for dairying /—Yes. 

867. Do you know of any dairies within 10 miles of 
Wagga on that side of the river ?—I cannot say I do. 

868. Where is your market for dairy products ?— Either 
at Leeton or at Cootamundra. 

869. Is there anything clse you wish to add to your 
evidence ?—Only that I shall be forced out of pig-raising 
under existing conditions with regard to carting, and it 
has been a very successful side-line. 


Michael Joseph Quilter, farmer, Avondale, Narrandera, 
sworn, and examined :— 


870, Mr. Burke.| Where is your holding situated ?— 
About 50 chains west of here. I am 14 miles from the 
terminus of the proposed railway route. ; 

871. Do you agree with the objections that have been 
raised to the route terminating at the 28-mile peg from 
Uranquinty?—I do, and I endorse the evidence given 
against its terminating there. JI would very much like to 
see the line extended westward to the Jerilderie line, I 
emnot say at what point. In time of drought cn the 
Western plains it is a well-known fact that stock are 
allowed to remain on the runs until there is practically no 
hope, without shifting them to relief country. For that 
reason the most direct route that could possibly be 
provided to the relief country should be provided in 
the interests of the stock and of the people interested, as 
well as of the State as a whole. Instead of going the 
tremendous distance around by Junee on to Wagga, and 
then to Tumbarumba, this line would, in my opinion, serve 
the purpose much better. A good deal depends on the 
location of the country you select to put your starving 
stock on, If you get out towards the high plains in the 
direction of Kosciusko you have to go through Cootamundra 
to Tumut, and unload there. 1f taken direct through this 
way they could be unloaded at Tumbarumba, and sent to 
the high plains in that direction. The proposed line to 
Sandigo would serve the people of this district very well ; 
but I would like to see it extended to the Jerilderie line, 
because there is very fine country west of that line for 
hoth grazing and cultivation. 


“872. What is the extent of your holding }—I have 2,333 
acres, 

873. To what use are you putting it !—Farming and 
grazing. We had 600 acres in last year. I have been 
there ten years, and my average yield for the whole time 
would be tive bags. 

874. Have you grown hay?—Just sufficient for my ow 
use. The distance from existing lines is too far to send it 
to market. 

875. What is a fair paying haulage for wheat ?—I think 
8 miles is far enough, 

876, And what for hay ?—The nearer the line the better 
for hay. Possibly if some of the people about here got 
within 8 miles of rail they would grow hay for chafting. 

877. What do you think is a fair living area?—To get a 
decent living and bring up a family properly I contend it 
should be from 900 to 1,000 acres. A man going on a 
smaller holding may manage for a few years till his family 
increases, but after that his expenses become much greater. 

878. Where do you haul your wheat at present ?—T'o 
Narrandera, about 13 miles, 

879. Supposing you get railway communication closer 
would you put more land under wheat ?— Yes, as much as 
900 acres. 

880. I understand you took a prize for wheat ?—Yes ; 
I produce the trophy I received from the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society for the best growing crop. 

881. How many sheep do you carry ?—The number 
varies according to the time of year; but to be safe my 
country is capable of carrying a sheep to 1} acre, 

882. What do you consider the fair average value of 
land in your vicinity !—I have recently purchased a block 
adjacent to my homestead for which 1 paid £5 per acre. 
There is no water on it, and it was fenced on three sides ; 
but for my holding, as it is now, I would not take £8 per 
acre. 

883. How are you off for water !—TI have a well with a 
windmill, and pump water into a tank. It is brackish, 
but it is very good stock water. 

884. You do not contemplate growing lucerne in the 
event of getting better railway facilities ?—I do not know 
that I could do it under natural conditions, but I think 
the land is capable of it if given the water. It is all level, 
and every acre could ke irrigated. 

885. You would be favourable to the construction of 
the railway to the 28-mile peg from U1anquinty !—I sup- 
pose I would have to be; but if it were extended to 
Sandigo it would serve a number of people apart from con- 
tinuing it right through, and there are men west and south 
from here who would like to see it extended on, 


ArcLibald Joseph Rial, grazier, Wolseley Park, via Wagca 
sworn and examined :-— c 

886. Mr. Cameron.| What is the area of your estate }— 
3,500 acres. 

W887. Do you do any farming ?—About 450 acres, on 
shares. 

888. Ilow many share-farmers have you ?—Usually one, 
on halves. I find land, seed, and half the bags. 

889. Have share-farmers under those conditions been 
fairly successful ?— Yes, 

890. How far are you now from a railway !—Nearly 20 
miles. The nearest point is near Boree Creek. Unless 
the line is carried right through I am of opinion that it 
will not serve the district as well. If carried through it 
wili enable farmers to send their produce either way. In 
time of drought they send it west, where all the stations 
are. Another thing is that in drought time this line over 
the river is very much congested. I have been tied up 
with stock at Narrandera for hours, and at Junee for six 
or eight hours at a time. The proposed line would relieve 
that congestion, and starving stock from the Hay line 
could come along this line—the distance being shorter to 
to their objective, the Snowy Mountains, 
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891. That would necessitate 20 miles further construction 
for the purpose of linking up, rather than serving, a par- 
ticular area /—I realise that, but in spite of it I consider it 
would be wise to link up. The benefit accruing would 
amply justify construction right through. 

892. It has been suggested that the line be taken further 
north, closer to the river ;—what is your opinion on that ?— 
I think in its present situation it would do the most good 
for the greatest number—except that I think Corobimilla 
might be a better terminus. 

893. In your opinion, are the river flats suitable for 
lucerne growing and intense culture ?-— Yes, and for dairy- 
ing, 


Albert Sydney Evans, farmer, Birrego, via Boree Creek, 
sworn, and examined :— 


894. Mr. Cameron.| Where is your property situated ?— 
About 11 miles south-west from here. My statement is as 
follows :— 


I have been living in the Yanko Shire for thirty y2ars in the east 
side, north of the river, and in the north side, and have been now 
ten years in parish of Birrego. I consider that this south side of 
the river is better than the north side, and Birrego and the district 
south-west from here as good as anything in Riverina, as by figures 
f will try to show you, should the llne be built right through to link 
up with the Narrandera-Jerilderie line, near Corobinulla. The total 
area in Birrego League is 34,443 acres, 14,600 of which area is held 
by one family and not used for agriculture. 

That leaves an area of 19,843 acres, of which 7,7]0 acres was under 
crop in 1922—that being more than one-third. The yield was 70,661. 
bushels of wheat and 1,470 tons of hay, an average yield of 11°2021 
bushels per acre with the year’s rainfall about 13 inches, and from 
Ist May to the end of October only 9 inches, that in itself not only 
shows that the district is good but that the class of farmers and 
farming are also up to top-notch. Besides the 7,710 acres that was 
under crop there is now 4,821 acres under fallow, making a total of 
12,531 acres, or 6 per cent. 

There is now on hand in the area of 19,843 acres about 2,500 tons 
of hay, which would annually be increased should the line be linked 
right through to Corobimilla. Should the line only come to Sandigo 
only about 20 per cent. of that area would benefit, leaving a radius 
of 8 to 10 miles along the Jerilderie line. Build the line right through 
and the owners of Strontian are willing to subdivide (as letter shows). 

That area would easily settle twelve families, allowing 3,000 acres, 
within the Narrandera radius. The revenue from Strontian settle- 
ment would be £1,20), and that is low estimating. The amount 
saved in carting to the settlers already on Birrego would be £1,472, 
allowing for 50 per cent. of the hay on hand going to Sydney at Jis , 
that would be £937, which would make a total of £3,609. That 
would more than pay the working expenses of half of the whole 50 
odd miles of line. £3,609 capitalised at 6 per cent. would represent 
a borrowing capacity of £60,100, which would nearly pay for the 
extension. By deviating the line from Sandigo in a more southerly 
direction you would be dividing the area more evenly, and at the 
same time, be tapping the.4,0U0 acres of forest reserve estimated 
to yield 10,000 millable logs annually, to say nothing of the timber 
available for building sidings and erecting telegraph and telephone 
lines, as cypress pine is the best timber to withstand the white 
ants and borer pests, and, being on the spot, would show a great 
saving and increase revenue, both in sawn timber and in logs, as 
well as firewood. i 

By linking up south of: Corobimilla, you would be saving the 
hilly portion near Moon’s Siding, referred to in evidence given in 
Sydney, and would keep more from the flooded and hilly area on 
the north side, which acts as a barrier. Most important, by 
linking up right through, it would act as a duplication of the 
Narandera-Junee line, as with the building of the lines from the 
Rock to Mangoplah and Pulletop, and Wagga to Tumbarumba, the 
other spare lines from Henty and Culcairn will make it necessary 
for the main line to be duplicated before many years. So that the 
loads from Tocumwal way can go up this side of the river to Wagga 
on one engine, whereas now, they have either to be made into 
lighter trains or taken with two engines to Junee on account of the 
steep grades, On this side the grades are easy. The construction 
of this line would mean very small expense compared with the 
duplication of the Narrandera-Junee hilly route; and with the 
irrigation area growing, the Narrandera-Junee line will be greatly 
relieved of the south traffic, and will give us direct access to 
Victoria, either to send fodder or get it in case of shortage. 

The construction of the Yanko Creek weir will guarantee a 
permanent water supply for engines. &c, at Morundah. For 
ground value, this district compares favourably with any other. 


895. What would be a living area in the subdivision of 
the large estate you refer to?—It would take close up to 
1,000 acres; but when subdivided and cleared the whole 
area would easily carry from twelve to fourteen families. 


In its present state its value would average I suppose 
£5 5s. on a freehold basis, 


Joseph Francis Foley, farmer, Birrego, via Boree Creek, 
sworn, and examined :— 


896. Mr. Drummond.| What area of land have you !— 
657 acres. 

897. As regards the capabilities of the district are you 
generally in agreement with what the previous witnesses 
have said ?—Yes. I contend this is one of the best hay- 
producing districts in the Riverina, if not in New South 
Wales. : 

898. Are you in agreement with the proposed line ter- 
minating 28 miles from Uranquinty !—Certainly not. I 
admit it would be a great help to those within a reasonable 
distance of the line, but it would be no use to those living 
out here to the west of it. Iam roughly 23 miles west of 
the terminal point and 15 miles from Morundah. 

899. How far would the line have to be extended to be 
of use to the Birrego people !—I would be in favour of its 
going to Sandigo and then deviating south-west about 4 
miles from the present surveyed route. It would then 
serve everybody in the part where I live. I think it a 
crying shame that any man should be compelled to cart 
wheat more than 10 miles. 

900. Do you think it necessary for the line to go right to 
the Jerilderie line ?—Not at present, but ultimately it will 
have to. 

901. If extended to Sandigo it will not be of assistance 
to you ?—Not the slightest. JI wish to endorse what Mr. 
Aston and Mr. Evans have stated, that it would be a great 
advantage in time of drought to be able to supply stations 
in the west with fodder, as we could provided the railway 
went through to Corobimilla or Morundah. I think Mor- 
undah should be the natural junction of the lines. 

902. Can you give any reason why it is not profitable to 
carry on at your present distance /—Because I am debarred 
from the marketing of hay. You cannot pay ls. 6d. a ton 
for 13 miles cartage unless hay or chaff is about £11 or £12 
per ton. 

903. You have carried on so far ; why will it be impos- 
sible for you to do so in the future /—My land is depreciat- 
ing each year through the growing of crops, and if T had 
reasonable access to market I could grow hay. There are 
other lines a man could go in for if the railway were 
reasonably close, such as pig-raising, which has been fairly 
profitable, but which is out of the question now. 


Hiram Ormonde Slocum, farmer, Birrego, Narrandera, 
sworn, and examined :— 


904. Mr. Travers.| How far are you from the nearest 
railway !—16 miles from.Boree Creek, I should be about 
24 miles from the terminus of the proposed line as shown 
on the map. The line would therefore be of no use to me. 

905. What area of land have you?—I am farming and 
grazing 1,400 acres, of which 400 acres is under wheat, 

906. Is that the largest area you have had under wheat ? 

—No, 600 acres was the largest. I reduced it because it 
cost too much to get the crop carted away. 
. 907, What is your haulage charge to Boree Creek !—It 
is 18s. 9d. or 19s. per ton. My average yield has been 
about 12 bushels for two years, At present I am carrying 
400 sheep. 

908. What is the carrying capacity of your land ?— 
About a sheep to 1} acre. I suggest the proposed line 
should go to Corobimilla, because it would bring us nearer 
market. The freight to Melbourne from Corobimilla is 
about £4 cheaper on one truck than from Boree Creek. 


909. Apart from the interests the line would serve 


between Uranquinty and Moon’s Siding, what other 
advantages would it possess from a cross-country point of 
view !—I think it would benefit the State generally, because 
it would open up all the country through there and give 
closer access to railway, thus encouraging more production. 

910, It has been suggested that if connected at some point 
on the railway south from Narrandera the line might be 
utilised in time of drought to send stock to the Tumbarumba 
mountains ;—do you agree with that!—I do, One thing I 
desire to mention is the carting distance. People’ have 


done well through wheat bringing a good price ; but it is 


i > 


137 


31 
Witnesses— H. C. Slocum, 8 March, L. P. Whelan and E. C. Clapperton, 9 March, 1923. 


enly during the last four or five years that we have been 
getting 6s. and 7s. per bushel. If wheat drops back to 3s. 
and 4s. a large number of people will not bs able to cart 
their wheat at the same rate of cartage. 


911. Do you agree that 600 acres would be a fair living 
area ?-—-Not out where I am. I consider 1,000 acres fair 
for a man with a family in my district. That would be all 
agricultural land. 


FRIDAY, 9 MARCH, 1923. 
(The Committee met at the Public Hall, Sandigo.] 


{resent :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHarrmay). 


The Hon. Roserr Manony. 
Francis Micuary Burke, Esa. | 


The Hon. Joun Travers... | 


WituiaAmM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Daviy Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty 
towards Moon’s Siding. 


Louis Patrick Whelan,farmer and grazier, Jackson’s Water- 
holes, Narrandera, sworn, and examined :— 


912, Chairman.| How far is your holding from Sandigo 
Hall !—By the road about 7$ miles east. We would be 
about the same distance from the proposed terminus as from 
this township. I have 2,200 acres. We selected in 1898. 
The country around Jackson’s Waterholes and Sandigo is 
well suited for wheat production under closer settlement, 
given railway facilities ; 600 or 700 acres would be suitable 
areas for mixed farming. The average return over a period 
of years would be about 14 bushels ; with improved farming 
methods and fallowing perhaps more. The farmers are all 
going in for modern methods ; the old style of farming is 
dying out altogether. If the railway were brought within 
8 or 10 road miles of the majority of land-owners there 
ought easily to be an increase of from 33 to 40 per cent. in 
the areas of land put under crop. At present they are very 
much handicapped. I goin mostly for grazing, and crop 
only 150 acres, My country carries about 1} sheep to the 
acre. 

913. Do you consider your land fully improved for 
pastoral purposes !— Yes. 

914, Would that be typical of the carrying capacity of 
the district generally ?—No ; some of it is heavier carrying. 

915. The heavier carrying country would be closer to - 
the river !— Yes. 

916. Do you regard that as good agricultural country !— 
Some of it is very good indeed. There is no better fatten- 
ing country. 

917. You have taken some interest in a proposed weir 
for the purpose of giving permanent water on Old Man 
Creek ?—Yes. We want to improve the water supply in 
Old Man and Sandy Creeks. 

918, What stage has the agitation for the construction 
of that weir reached?—All] the levels have been taken 
right along, and an estimate made. They have tried to 
form a water trust, but they reckon the expense will be 
more than is warranted. ; 

919. The contributions that would have to be made to - 
finance the trust are more than the people think justified ?— 
Yes ; they thought the Government would be more liberal. 

920. Assuming the trust could be financed and the weir 
built, what effect would that have on the character of the 
production in this district!—We would get permanent 
water, and then we could irrigate for lucerne and a 
hundred other small lines. 

921. You would have to pump from the creeks ?—Yes. 

922. What tax would you be asked to pay ?--It would - 
run into about 5d. per acre per annum. ‘The residents are 
prepared to pay up to 3d. 

923. How far from the creek was it proposed to impose 
the tax ?—I understand it was a mile on each side. 

924, Would the area which would be declared under the 
trust as the taxable area include any agricultural land ?— 
Yes. 

925. It would be of no value to those holders, would 
it ‘—It would give them permanent water for their stock, 
and they could do a little irrigation as well, They would 
have to run channels. 


926. Do you consider under present conditions there is 
any possibility of carrying on intense culture—such as 
vegetable growing—on the river country within half a mile 
of the river /—Yes, and right along the river with a small 
pumping plant. You could not get anything better for 
dairying. The river country is grazing country, though 
there is some good agricultural land on it. 

927. If you had railway communication how much of 
your area could you crop ?—-About 1,000 acres is fit for 
agriculture. We could crop 50 per cent. more than we do 
at present. 

928. That would be only 225 acres out of 1,000 fit for 
cropping ; do you regard that as being much encourage- 
ment for railway construction!—We could crop more than 
that, but offhand I cannot say how much. We have to 
retain a good deal of the high country for stock, 

929. You are secretary of the railway league !—Yes, 

930. Have your neighbours generally expressed any 
willingness to put more land under crop if a railway is 
provided ?—I think every person in the district would put 
more under crop. I consider that the line to be of any 
advantage, should come at least as far as Sandigo. The Junee 
line is at present carrying far too much traffic, and there 
are always delays on it. In drought time, when stcck are 
going to the hills, and rolling-stock is wanted, a lot of it is 
tied up. If this line were run through to the Jerilderie 
line it would act as practically a duplication. 

931. Mr. Zravers.| Was 5d. the only charge to be levied 
in connection with the guaranteed supply of water from 
the two creeks mentioned !—Yes. < 

932. That would mean an annual charge of about £46 ; 
do you consider that rather high !—Yes, too high. We 
have a supply of water at present, and the extra supply 
would not warrant the charge. 

933. Wr. Drummomd.] Your creek country is subject to 
flood 1— Yes. 

934, For what length of time do the flood-waters lie on 
it }—ITt varies ; in a wet season they might be on it for a 
couple of months. 

935, Sufliciently long to “settle” any crop that was on the 
land ?—Yes, if you tried to crop that country in its natural 
condition, unless you made banks to regulate the water. 


Norman Charles Clapperton, pastoral inspector, 114 William 
street, Melbourne, sworn, and examined :— 


936. Chairman.| In view of your general knowledge of 
the conditions in various parts of New South Wales, both | 
agricultural and pastoral, can you establish a comparison 
between this district and any other in the State of similar 
quality which has railway communication ; would you say, 
for instance, this is as good as some of the Riverina districts 
which have either main or spur lines through them !—I 
should say this is equally good to other parts of Riverina 
possessing railway lines. 

937. Would you anticipate that the same results from a 
railway point of view would follow from the construction 
of this line, either in part or in whole, as followed in those 
districts where you have seen agricultural development !— 
I would. : 
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938. A number of witnesses have stated that the general 
yield in the districts to be served by the proposed railway 
would be about 14 bushels per acre year in and year out, 
and that the pastoral capacity ranges from about a sheep to 
an acre to a sheep to 1} acres. Do you think those two 
statements fairly describe the country!—The wheat estimate 
is about right, but I think the estimate of carrying capacity 
is slightly optimistic. 

939. How would you describe the carrying capacity !— 
From three-quarter sheep to a sheep per acre, according to 
quality. 

940, Is the pastoral country in this district highly 
improved for that purpose /—I should say it is. 

941. So we can hope for no great increase in the number 
of sheep to be carried in the district to be served ?—No, 
but I have always noticed that where closer settlement is 
introduced they carry proportionately more sheep. They 
increase their cropping area and still maintain the number 
of their sheep. : 

942. Is this regarded as good fattening country !— 
Excellent. 

943. Would the man who works sheep with crop be 
likely to find an easy market for fat lambs if the railway 
were constructed ?—Yes. Melbourne buyers are very keen 
on Riverina lambs. 

944. You have acquired some property in the district 
yourself !—Yes, I have 8,300 acres. 

945. Do you anticipate that the construction of the 
proposed railway would give you a good market for your 
fat stock ?—It would improve the market considerably. 

946. Where do you truck your fat stock now ?—At 
Boree Creek, which is about 16 miles from the further end 
of the property, and 8 miles from the nearest point. I am 
satisfied the country through which the line is intended to 
pass would be largely developed, and settlement increased 
considerably by its construction ; and if these watercourses 
were turned into running streams it would be possible to 
carry a very large population from a dairying point of 
view. Further if the line were constructed through to the 
Narrandera line it would be very handy in drought time 
to bring Hay sheep to Tumbarumba, and would cut out the 
congestion which nearly always occurs at critical times at 
Junee. It would also enable hay growers here to rail hay 
direct to the west. Then I understand the grades are very 
much against taking wheat around Narrandera. It might 
be possible to swing the Berrigan wheat through here up 
t» Wagga and Junee. . For fat stock Victorian buyers 
would draw on this district in preference to Victoria if the 
railway were constructed right through. 

947. Would the line be used often over a period of 
ten years for the purpose of shifting stock from the western 
district to the south-east mountain country }—According 
to the last ten years, it would probably be used about four 
times. 

948. Is it a fact that several of the large sheep breeders 
out west lease or otherwise acquire relief country in the 
mountains for that purpose!—Yes. We have relief country 
for 100,000 sheep, and at present we have between 90,000 
and 100,000 running on it, besides about 5,000 head of 
cattle. We have no stations at Hay, but the Hay people 
would send their stock here —which would relieve the lines 
we do use, such as Junee and Lockhart. I have known 
this district for thirty years and have seen it develop from 
pine scrub to what it is to-day. I am quite certain that 
with a railway production will increase, because farmers 
cannot possibly work their fallow and cart wheat at the 
same time. I share-farm a fair area at present. The 
manager states that we had 1,100 acres in last year, all on 
the share system except one small block under contract, 
es that we produced 4,453 bags of wheat and 150 tons 
of hay. 

949. Would you be induced to put a larger area in if the 
railway were constructel?—Yes. I think I could put in 
another 600 to 900 acres. That would be on the far 
distant portion of the property. 

950, Mr, Burke.|] In the event of the railway being 
built, which would have the best influence as regards ton- 
nage—Sydney or Melbourne !—Decidedly Sydney. 


the river people. 


32 


951. Mr. Drummond.] Do you know how the grade 
between Jerilderie and Narrandera compares with the 
grade between Uranquinty and Wagga!—No. I under- 
stand they frequently require an extra engine on this line 
to haul trains up towards Narrandera. As far as my 
recollection goes I have never been in a train where they 
had to put two engines on from Uranquinty to Wagga, 
though I know there is a grade there. 

952. Mr. Mahony.] How far would your property be 
from the proposed line ?—The suggested extension runs 
through the property. The 28-mile peg is about at my 
boundary. 


William Wilson, Shire Co:incillor, Mitchell Shire, Riverside, 
Narrandera Road, via Wagga, sworn and examined :— 


. 953. Chairman.| You are a farmer and grazier 1—Yes. 

954. Do you agree generally with the evidence you have 
heard describing the agricultural and pastoral possibilities 
of the district to be served by the proposed line !—I do. 

955. We received evidence at Cross Roads recommending 
a deviation in the proposed line north so as to bring it closer 
to the river ;—-what is your opinion on that proposal ?— 
I think Mr. Macrae was wrong in his figures. You could 
not deviate at the Roping Pole, 4 miles from Uranquinty, 
for it is impossible. You would have to come to Burnt 
Hut, a little over 7 miles. 

956. What would the grades be like going directly north 
from Burnt Hut{!—I am not an engineer, but I do not 
think they would present any obstacle. 

957. Then you would agree to a deviation north at 7 
miles from Uranquinty !—Not if it is to be a handicap in 
haulage for all time. 

958. It is estimated that such a deviation would lengthen 
the line 3 or 4 miles, which means that every ounce of 
trafic would have to pay the extra freight for all time. In 
view of that, and of the fact that the line costs about £3,000 
per mile, would you favour that deviation /—I would not. 

959. The benefit given to Cross Roads, you think, would 
be overwhelmed by the disadvantage to all other parts of 
the district ?—Yes, it would be a handicap. 

960. Do you think the line as proposed is fairly located 
to serve that section of the country between the southern 
bank of the Murrumbidgee and the Boree Creek line ?—I 
do. I think wrong figures were given at Cross Roads 
with regard to distances. Mr. Macrae said he was 6 
miles from the proposel line. I know that he is only 
about 4. 

961. It has also been suggested that the whole line 
should be shifted further north to keep as close to the 
river as possible ;—do you regard that as a satisfactory 
solution of tbe difficulties under which the farmers in this 
district labour ?—No, I think it is selfish on the part of 
IT am the worse off. I am 10 miles 
from the proposed line, but I am not growling. Those 
who are nearer are. 

692. Where is your property !—A little over 10 miles 
by road, north-east of the proposed terminus. I have 940 
acres on the river, but am interested also in 795 acres at 
Collingully. 

693. Do you go in for wheat-growing on your 940 
acres!—No, We had some in at Collingully last year on 
shares. 

964. In the event of the line being built do you propose 
to extend your agricultural operations at Collingully ?— 


We would. I may say that I took my three sons into 
partnership. What you call the 28-mile peg we call our 


36-mile peg. If you have the terminus there you will 
close the Sandigo people off altogether. There is 2 miles 
absolutely impassable between the proposed terminus and 
Sandigo, and it would make a sort of dead-end if it stops 
where proposed. We have been lamb-raising for years, 
and three years in succession when we sent lambs to Me - 
bourne we topped the market. We got up to 29s. for 
shorn lambs, 

965, Is your country typical of the river country gener- 
ally {—It is one of the best portions. 


966. Do you anticipate much traffic in fat stock if the 
railway is built !—We should not have a large increase in 
fat stock but we should in wheat. In lucerne growing 
there would be an extension. : 

967. What is your experience of growing lucerne ?—I 
have a 10-in. centrifugal pump on 12-in. pipes, capable of 
throwing over 2,000 gallons per minute. In twenty-four 
hours we have irrigated 26 acres, and put it 6 inches under 
water. 

968. Do you regard growing lucerne as carried out by 
you as being a financial success !—It would be if we could 
get it away, but at present we cannot. 

969. You think it has possibilities of returning some 
revenue to the proposed line ?—Certainly ; it is a sure 
thing with irrigation. 

970. Mr. Doe.| What power do you use for pumping ?— 
A steam engine, with wood fuel. 

971. Can you give an approximate estimate of the cost 
of pumping ?--It is not dear; it is only a matter of the 
wages of the engine-driver and the quantity of water 
pumped. We irrigate an acre an hour. 
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Witnesses—VW’. Wilson, 9 March, and J. L. Bull, 12 March, 1923. 


972, Mr. Drummond.| How much do youirrigate !—Up 
to 150 acres in some seasons. 

973. Is your land on what is known as the flooded 
area ?—-Some is and some is not. 

974. In the event of a flood, how does your lucerne fare ? 
— Last year some of it was under water for close on a week, 
and it was a'l right. 

975. You do not consider flooding a country a serious 
disability !—No. 

976. What is the average width of the area of alluvial 
land ?—I should say about 2 miles. It extends first on one 
side and then on the other. 

977. The proposed railway would not draw much traffic 
from the north side of the river without a bridge !—No. 

978. If dairying developed you could carry on with a 
punt?’—We have a bcat to carry 3 ton, but there are no 
facilities in the north. There is a dairy farm adjoining my 
property where they were milking seventy-two cows unul 
lately. They have 100 acres under sorghum, lucerne, maize, 
pumpkins, ard turnips, and a North Ccast man in charge. 


UONDAY, 12 MARCH, 1923. 
[The Committee met at the Mechanics’ Institute, Narrandera. | 


Bresent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHarratan). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuaet Burke, Esa. 


WILuiaM CamErRoN, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty towards 
Moon’s Siding. 


John Louis Bull, farmer and grazier, Malwa, Sandigo, 
sworn, and examined :— 


979. Chairman.| What area of land have you }—2,474 
acres. I have been in this district ten years. My place 
is adjoining Sandigo Hall. It is just 12 miles from it to 
the proposed terminus. I have 215 acres under wheat, 
which I sent to Boree Creek, 13 miles away. 

980. Where would you truck wheat. and other produce 
if the line stopped at 28 miles from Uranquinty ?—Possibly 
I should still go to Boree Creek. 

981. Are you here for the purpose of urging the con- 
struction right through to link up with the Narrandera- 
Jerilderie line!—Yes. One of my principal reasons is in 
connection with stock, At the present time, very great 
numbers of stock go along the river road on the southern 
side every Spring, on their way to the hills, and particularly 
sO in dry seasons. If the railway went right through, that 
would be a very important factor. Another reason is in 
connection with fodder. If the line goes right through, it 
will give us the opportunity of growing hay and chaff, and 
will provide us with a market on the western line. It will 
also bring us in touch with the irrigation area at Leeton, 

982. How often have stock been sent to the southern 
mountains for relief country during your ten years’ experi- 
ence !—Three years in particular, but there are some going 
up every year. Usually some of the pastoralists in the 
west like to relieve their runs to a certain extent, and they 
probably have leases in the hills which they use every year. 

983. It is supplemeutary, as it were, to the western 
country ‘—Yes; during the present year there has been as 
many as 30,000 sheep pass Sandigo in ten days going to 
the hills, and the stock reserves on the road cannot cope 
with them. Another reason is that if steck are trucked 
here or further west for Holbrook, or even Tumbarumba, 
there is usually a fair amount of delay at Junee, and if the 
line were constructed t» Moon's Siding it would obviate a 
good deal of that. 

984. Would you find every year a market for hay in the 
western country ?—No; if it were grown we would have to 
compete with the Sydney market, 
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985. Would any of the hay grown closer to existing 
railways than you are be sent to Sydney or other markets 
in that direction?—Take the Narrandera-Junee linc. I 
understand there is a great quantity of hay grown along it 
sent to Sydney. The distance would be slightly greater 
from here, but not sufficient to make any great ditference. 

986, What is the character of the road over which you 
have to take your wheat at present ?—It is undalating 
country to Boree Creek, with just an earth road, which 
cuts up a good deal. 

987. The suggestion has been made that if the line went 
to the 28-mile peg, and a good hard road were provided 


_down to Boree Creek, that would cope for some time at 


least with all the traffic offering ?—I think it would be 
almost impossible to build a metal road from Sandigo to 
Boree Creek. There is no gravel or metal within the 
vicinity, and even if there were a supply within 5 miles 
the cost of a road would not be less than £1,000 per mile. 
In the route between the 28-mile peg and Moon’s Siding 
one deviation would I think serve the country very 
well. After leaving Sandigo if the line were taken in a 
more westerly direction for about 4 miles it would be a 
great help to the country around Birrego. From there I 
would not say whether it should go hack to Moon’s Siding 
or to Corobimilla. 

988. What would be the most suitable for serving tiie 
largest area of the country ’—Either Moon’s Siding or 
Corobimilla. I think Morundah would be too far south. 
I consider the line on the southern side of the river would 
relieve the congestion around Junee. In the Junee yards 
there is often congestion of stock. They are often there 
for a few hours, 

989. How would you compare the country 10 miles out 
from Corobimilla in this direction !—I think it is about 
the same, There is some rich country near both places, 
but what land has been sold there recently has fetched £6 
and £7 per acre. 

990 How far would that land be from Narrandera }— 
Three or four miles from Corolimilla, and adjoining the 
railway. 
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991, Mr. Cameron.] Inreference to the carriage of stock, 
supposing this line were constructed, what time would it 
gave in getting stock to the hills or linking up, with 
Wagga !—It would depend very largely whether they got a 
straight run through Junee to Wagga. Assuming they 
did I should say an average of two or three hours. 

992. Are you aware it would cost about £150,000 to 
construct the extra length of line/—Yes, * 

993. And would you still consider the saving of only a 
couple of hours a good argument for its construction !— 


Yes. 


Harold Berkeley Rowlands, shire engineer, Yanko Shire, 
sworn, and examined :— 


994. Mr. Cameron.| How long have you been in this 
district 7— A little over fourteen years. 

995. The shire boundary embraces the terminus of the 
proposed line !—Yes. 

996. And the suggested extension would be wholly 
within the shire /— Yes. 

997. What class of roads are there!—From_ the 
proposed terminus at my boundary the Wagga-road has a 
good deal of black soil on it, and is one of the worst roads 
we have. There is flooded country there. | 

998. Has there been any road construction?—Only earth 
roads. There is no road metal within 8 miles. Along the 
present Wagga-road from the proposed terminus there 
would be about 4 miles of road, nearly all bad, with 
black soil formation. 

999, Has there been any attempt by the shire to make 
this a passable road?—No. It has been beyond our means, 
and up to the present there has not been a great deal of 
traffic—a little traffic comes over it to Boree Creek—and the 
other side I understand is mostly grazing country. 

1000. What rate does you shire levy ?—- 13d. 

1001, Supposing there were a good macadamised road 
through that area, capable of carrying motor traffic, would 
that in any degree take the place of a railway !—Not at 
the present day. Of course the consummation of such a 
road will in the future I think induce a good deal of motor 
traffic for farm purposes, but at the present time it would 
not be a great relief. 

1002. Would you care to express any general opinion as 
to the building of good roads as an alternative to the 
suggested railway /—In certain districts I am inclined to 
think that light lines will come into being—more perhaps 
in the northern part of the shire where there are inany 
miles without hills and without metal, where light lines 
could be constructed very cheaply, earth ballasted. 
doubtedly the construction of good roads would be a success, 
and with the advent of more motor traffic would relieve the 
situation materially. 

1003. By light lines, do you mean narrow gauge ?—Yes. 

1004. Mr. Drummond.| It has been stated that the 
country on the northern side of the river from a point 
opposite Sandigo is better than that on the south ;—are 
you in a position to express an opinion with regard to that 
—I mean the purely river country ?—On the south side it 
is more subject to flooding than on the north. Old Man 
Creek causes a lot of country to be flooded between the 
proposed railway and theriver. I do not think my opinion 
as to which is the better country would be of much value, 
but from a grazing point of view I should say the river 
country on the north would be the better. 

1005. It was stated that the flats on the north side of 
the river on towards Narrandera were not so broken, and 
were greater in extent than on the southern side ?—I do 
not think they are so broken, but I cannot speak as to 
their extent, 

1006. Is any lucerne grown on the north side of the river 
between Narrandera and a point opposite Sandigo?—Not 
that I know of. 

1007. Do the hills east of the Jerilderie line, near Moon’s 
Siding and Oorobimilla, constitute anything in the nature of 
a difficulty to people carting produce /—Only in so far as it 
is loose sandy country. With a made road there would be 
no difficulties. 
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1008. Are those hills of a cultivable nature!—Yes. The 
great bulk of them are not high, and to a great extent they 
are cultivated. 

1009. Do they extend eastward for any distance !—Not 
more than 4 or 5 miles. 

1010. Is the land on the eastern side of the Jerilderie 
line cultivated to any extent {—Yes, settlement is increas- 
ing all the way from Narrandera to Corobimilla, Down 
towards the Corobimilla end cultivation is pretty well con- 
tinuous in an easterly direction, all along the shire boun- 
dary. Some of the northern cultivation is interrupted in 
places by Yorkey’s Plain, where the Wagga-road traverses. 

1011. Apparently a great extension in the area of land 
cultivated could hardly be expected if the line were continued 
through to the Jerilderie line?—Not right at this end. 
Possibly most of the development would occur in between 
the line and the river, where there are more large estates 
than to the south of the line. There is one estate owned 
by people named Macpherson which is not largely culti- 
vated, but which is eminently suitable, I should think, for 
wheat production. That is on the south of the line. 

1012, Assuming the line were continued to Sandigo it 
would leave only a very narrow strip unserved between the 
two lines 1— Yes. 

1013. Do you agree with the statement that for the 
shifting of stock in drought time and facilitating the car- 
riage of fodder the extension would be of advantage !— Yes. 
Provided there are no serious engineering difficulties in the 
way. It cannot be very many years before the flood 
waters are controlled in Old Man and Sandy Creeks, and 
they affect a considerable area between the proposed 
railway and the existing line. It seems to me there are 
great possibilities in the development of mixed farming in 
the area which this line would serve. With regard to road 
construction, there is unlimited road metal within 6 miles 
of Sandigo which would possibly facilitate the extension. 

1014. 4fr. Doe.| Does not the country immediately be- 
yond the proposed extension present for some miles a very 
difficult problem as regards railway, and even road, construc- 
tion?—It is difficult to say without knowing exactly 
your route, but you would be close to flooded country. 
Further south you would meet with better country, 

1015. Ts the land in the vicinity of Corobimilla in large 
estates !—No. 

1016. It is all cut up and being used largely for farming ? 
—Practically. 

1017. With regard to light railways, you are aware you 
have certain constructive powers under the Loeal Govern- 
ment Act /—Yes. 

1018. Has that been given consideration by the council ? 
—No. The reason I fancy light lines is not so much for 
the present as for the time when the silos are working. I 
imagine it would make for economical handling of wheat, — 
beeause they would run right to the silos, and you could 
transfer a whole truck-load with the minimum handling 
and loss of time. 

1019. Af. Cameron.| Are you aware that light railways 
are of no use for carrying stock or heavy fodder?—I did 
not know that. J was thinking more of wheat-growing 
districts. I do not know that they would be of any use for 
carrying stock or fodder. 

1020. Chairman.]| In that case your light lines would be 
idle during the rest of the year after the wheat harvest had 
been taken to the silos?’—To a great extent. Perhaps I 
might give the following figures in regard to large estates 
in the district that have been cut up: One of 28,000 acres 
in the parish of Brewarrina is now held between eleven or 
twelve holders, the areas being from 9,000 odd down to 
about 500 acres, and that I believe is in comparatively 
large holdings now only because there are large areas of 
flooded country on the tract traversed by Old Man and 
Sandy Creeks. Adjoining that on the west and south-west 
are properties known as Delapool and Birrego, owned by a 
person named Staughton. Those two together comprise 
over 18,000 acres, chiefly in the parishes of Birrego and 
Buckingbong. Practically all that is now in farms of about 
640 acres. It is fairly close to Sandigo. Then there is 
Macpherson’s property of Strontian, about due west of 
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Wiinesses— H, B, Rowlands, C. Culley, and J. Wise, 12 March, 1923. 


Sandigo, which comprises upwards of 9,000 acres. That 
has recently been subdivided between the family, and is 
practically ali good wheat land. The late Mr. McCracken’s 
estate of about 17,000 acres has been sold almost in bulk to 
one man recently, and two other farms have been sold. 
The residue of the Buckingbong estate of over 20,000 acres 
is now held by a number of owners. The estate of Scott 
Brothers, of Boree Creek, south of Kywong, which comprises 
over 13,000 acres, is now all held in small areas. Those 
comprise practically all the large estates which would be 
affected by the proposed line. I mention that to show that 
closer settlement is steadily taking place all along there, 
and that the line would benefit certainly more people if 
carried to Sandigo, 


Cyrus Culley, stock and station agent, Narrandera, sworn 
d ? fo) 2 5) 
and examined :— 


1021. Mr. Doe.| You wish to make a statement regard- 
ing the proposal before the Committee?—Yes. JI am 
speaking from the grazing point of view, and the nearer 
the line comes here the better it will be for saving 
stock. Our best relief country is the flats on the Upper 
Murray. If extended to Moon’s Siding, the proposed line 
would serve the people south of the Murrumbidgee almost to 
Tocumwal, and would also relieve the congestion between 
Junee and Cootamundra and between Cootamundia and 
Goulburn, where sheep are sometimes held up for days. 
The Gundagai, Tumut,and Cooma lines are the three we use. 
This line would bring us in touch with Tumberumba ; we 
should be nearer the mountain relief country, and for large 
stock the Upper Murray. Large stock will not live in the 
hills above ‘'umut—the country is too sour. The principle 
of the large irrigation scheme is to provide fodder in time 
of drought. Of course, people would not send their sheep 
away if they could get fodder on the ground. The Jerilderie 
line would draw from Leeton, and would also draw fodder 
from the proposed line between Sandigo and Uranquinty 
for the benefit of the Western country in time of drought. 

1022. Do you think there would be a large production of 
lucerne and other fodders along that line, which would be 
available in time of drought?—There would be hay pro- 
duced, and the hay grown here is much better than that 
grown in the wet country further east. A ton of hay here 
is really equal to 2 tons grown at Tumut or Gundagai ; 
there is more saline matter in it—the grasses are more of a 
salty nature here. 

1023. What special reason is there that the line should go 
to Moon’s Siding instead of to Corobimilla ?!—Only that it 
would bring us in closer touch with the Hay line in time of 
drought. 

1024. Some of the people in whose interests this line is 
proposed prefer Corobimilla for the reason that it would 
cut a few miles off when sending stock to Melbourne {—It 
would save about 84 miles, but that would not be of much 
moment. For lamb-raising and fat stock the principal 

_country is on the river, and connection at Moon’s Siding 
would keep more in touch with that. 

1025. You say that as much as two days is lost in 
despatching stock?—Yes. It sometimes takes two days 
to get from here to Goulburn; they get held up on the 
line. That is the trouble always. It is disgraceful the 
way the sheep have suffered between here and Cooma and 
here and Goulburn, and the proposed extension would 
relieve that. 

1026. Could you state the prices that have been realised 
for land along the proposed route within the last year or 
two’—There have not been marty sales made on that line, 
At Corobimilla they have been selling land at from £6 to 
£7 5s. during the past year. 

1027. That would be highly improved, including home 
and farm buildings ?— Yes. 

1028. In what areas would those farms be held ?—From 
1,000 to 1,500 acres; 977 acres were sold at £7 5s. Of 
course there are a number of closer settlement people 
there on areas from 500 to 809 acres. 

1029. If the line were extended from the proposed 
terminus to about Corobimilla it would escape a good deal 
of flooded country !—It would escape all of it. It is all 


good farming land right through there. I may say that 
west of the line from Albury to Sydney is better country 
for mixed farming. On the east it is too wet in the rainy 
seasons for wheat. 

1030. Taking the country to be served by the proposed 
extension, is there any advantage as regards distance and 
cost between Sydney and Melbourne for getting stock to 
market !—No, I think it is almost the same. I understand 
that in Melbourne the rates charged by agents are some- 
what less than those in Sydney, which about balances the 
few miles difference in distance. 

1031. Mr. Mahony.| You know the district well }—Yes, 
I have been here thirty-five years. Between the Jerilderie 
and. the Hay lines is the best country in the Riverina for 
stock, Of course the nearer the line is kept to the river 
the better, and by going to Moon’s Siding you would get 
sleepers and plenty of road material and ballast at this 
end. The country on the south of the river is equal for 
mixed farming to anything in New South Wales. The 
grasses are sweet, and the farmer can put his crop in 
practically with the natural grasses, which he cannot when 
he gets much further east. We have had no land boom 
here, and that is why our land is at its present prices. 


John Wise, flourmiller, Narrandera, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1032. Mr, Mahony.]| Have you a statement to make 
with regard to the proposed railway /—I have figures to 
submit with regard to the wheat we have received into our 
mill from the district around Sandigo and Delapool, and 
the approximate distance each grower is from rail, For 
the 1921-22 season we received from that district 18,081 
bags. I estimate that there were carted to the railway and 
to other agents 10,000 bags, totalling 28,081. The total 
received into the town was 70,000. This year we received 
14,672, and there were carted to the railway and other 
agents 6,000, making a total of 20,672 out of 46,000. 
That is, half of the total wheat from that district came 
here, and between a third and a half of the whole of the 
wheat that has come to Narrandera has come from Sandigo 
and Delapool districts during the last two years. It has 
been carted an average distance of 154 miles. The Sandigo 
and Delapool district has grown 20,000 bags of wheat this 
year, which has been recognised as a very poor year, and 
28,000 last year, which was a medium year. In addition 
the district is practically half-way between here and Boree 
Creek, and many of the farmers I have instanced who 
bring here fifty or 100 bags might cart 2,000 to Boree 
Creek. I should say that in the Sandigo—Delapool district 
all of which is 15 miles from rail, approximately 40,000 
bags are grown each year. I think that compares very 
favourably with any other district in the State ; in fact [ 
do not know of any other place 15 miles from rail that will 
grow that much wheat year after year. This shows the 
value of the land when people will cart that much wheat 
15 miles to a railway, and is evidence that the line is worth 
fostering. It is not reasonable to expect the whole of the 
land to be put under cultivation when wheat has to be 
carted so far; therefore the area under crop will] be in- 
creased very considerably if the people obtain the advantage 
of railway communication. We look on the Sandigo and 
Delapool wheat as the best that comes into Narrandera ; 
it is always good, clean, sound, and well-filled wheat, 
and good milling grain. Taking all these things into 
consideration I think it is undoubted that the 
district is entitled to railway communication, Even if 
the acreage under wheat out there were not increased it 
warrants a railway, but undoubtedly it will be increased. 
The through railway to Moon’s Siding, if constructed, will 
be a very great advantage, but if for financial or other 
reasons it is not practicable we want to get the largest area 
served with the least length of railway and at the lowest 
cost per mile. If it cannot be built right through I con- 
sider that the line should be built from Moon’s Siding. out 
for a distance of 12 or 14 miles along the present surveyed 
route. One gentleman suggested joining up at Vorobimilla 
to save stock 9 miles in going to Melbourne. On the other 
hand, that would mean carting wheat 9 miles more in the 
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other direction, which would balance it. By bringing the 
line to Moon’s Siding you would save 9 miles on wheat 
freight. It is not as though all the wheat has to go to 
Sydney; it is wanted in this district, and we do not want 
it taken away. If all the wheat were taken from our 
district we should be in a very bad position. We have 
recently bought land on the railway and are now getting 
out plans and specifications for a mill of twice the capacity 
of the present one; and we hope that after next year we 
shall be able to grind here from 160,000 to 200,000 bags 
of wheat each year, That does not want to go to Sydney, 
because year after year the whole of the offals that we 
grist are required for starving and other stock in this 
district, Out towards Leeton and Griffith they are using 
a large amount of bran and pollard for pig feeding, dairying, 
and poultry. At any rate for months every year we are 
unal'c to send a ton of pollard away ; it is all consumed 
loca'ly, an we could sell a lot more if we had it. This 
shows that it is important for the cistrict that the wheat 
should te grown here, and is one reason why I contend 
that if the line is not built right through it should be sent 
out from Mcon’s Siding. If Delapool and Sandigo are to 
be served that would serve them with less mileage and at 
lower cost per mile. There are also to be taken into con- 
sideration the Cooralin mines, where evidence has shown 
there is 100,000,000 tons of brown coal, of which I under- 


stand 24 cw. is equal to a ton of Newcastle onl, Ave 
those min s can be develop:d a line will ke wanted 


from here to Boree Creek, and that has been in view for 
some ¢ nsidcrable time <A spur, 12 miles out from Moon’s 
Siding, vould be part and yarcecl of a line on to Boree 
Creek, and would serve a dual purpose. [t would not only 
open up the Sandigo country, but, turning south towards 
Long Vark or Boree Creek, is about the slortest route 
that can be got toc nnect up with thoce mines. I think 
that is one of the strongest factors in the proposal I 
advocate. Coal is almost prohibitive here at present on 
account of the freight, whereas if we can get it from the 
mines men'i ned, we shall be developing all these towns as 
manufacturing centres, as well as the pastoral and agi icul- 
tural interests. It would also serve the railways all along 
here. 

1033. Are not the settlers within 12 miles of Mocn’s 
Siding already s rved by the existing line ?—Yes, but from 
the end of that spur line there would still be a radius of at 
least 10 miles further service. I contend that 12 miles out 
in this diiect’on would be a cheaper Ine to buiid, and 
would serve more country than 12 miles from the other end. 

1034. The market would be in Narrandera for all the 
wheat produced at Sandigo and Delapool!—We would be 
in the ma ket for all that wheat, but we would not get it 
all, because Sydney buyers could still compete. The 
distance to Sydney, via the spur I propose, would be no 
greater than it would around Uranquinty. — 

1035. Do you say that land within a radius of say 20 
miles of the Narrandera Jerilderie line is more productive 
than land 20 miles west of Uranquinty?— Within 20 miles 
cast of Moon’s Siding, it is more preductive than 10 miles 
each side of the 28-mile peg from Uranquinty. 

1036. The Victorians are proposing to build railways t9 
deal with the coal area you speak of ; if those lines are 
built, will not that deal with the marketing of coal 1!— No, 
that would not affect us at all, as I understand the 
Victorian railways will come to Coorabin, and all their 
coal will go south ; but I am suggesting that they supply 
New South Wales as well as Victoria. We shall want <o 
got the coal north, ax ay from the Victorian lines altogether. 

1037. Do you think the demand for coal is sufficient to 
warrant the building of a railway?—That is only one 
argument. If this spur is built o :t 12 miles it will require 
only another 12 or 15 miles extension to connect with the 
Boree Creek and Coorabin lines, a:d of course such a line 
would open up more country. I know the distance» is too 
great to cart hay, but that line will epen up a good deal 
more hay country. 

1038. Mr, Travers.| If you had the choice between a 
line from Moon’s Siding 28 miles out towards Uranquinty, 
and a line from Uranquinty 28 miles out towards Moon’s 


g, would you prefer from the point of view of 
productivity of country and prospects of the line paying’— 
I think the one 28 miles out from Moon’s Siding would be 
the more productive line. 

1039. Does that country lend itself to railway construc- 
tion as easily as the country west of Uranquinty !—I think 
it would be quite as easy if not easicr than the Uranquinty 
end, 

1040. Mr. Hodgson, chief traffic manager, was esked: 
‘‘What is the nature of the country frum the terminal 
point to Moon’s Siding?” He answered: “It is hilly as 
you get towards that end; you get away from the river 
flats.” He was then asked: ‘‘ Would the nature of the 
country justify the extension to Moon’s Siding,” and lhe 
said “ No.” That I take it is based upon the report of the 
surveyor who made the survey right through ?—Still, has 
there been any evidence that from Uranquinty, 28 miles 
out, anything like 40,000 bags of wheat has been grown 
every year, as there has been around Sandigo and Delapool. 

1041, Acre for acre do you say you would get ketter 
country 28 miles out from Moon’s Siding than within a 
reasonable distance of Uranquinty ?—I could not give evi- 
dence on that. ‘lhe best country of the lot is what you 
would touch at 14 or 15 miles from Moon’s Siding, and 
that would be under the influence of a line 12 miles out 
from there. 

1042. Do you think there will be any further expansion 
of wheat grown in the districts from which you got those 
40,000 bags each year under present conditions /—No ; I 
do not think it will increase very much without the railway, 
but with the railway I think the area would be increased 
considerably. 

1043. Mr. Drummond.| It has been suggested in the 
Birrego district that if the line were continued to Moon’s 
Siding there will be an area of land there which for all 
time would be too far from a railway for effective develop 
ment and working. Assuming that is so, do you think it 
would be in the best interests of the country that the line 
should be extended to Moon’s Siding and that area so left? 
—JI fail to see that it would be left out of the influence of 
the railway. 

1044. If the line, ins‘ead of being continued to Moon’s 
Siding, were deviated from a point near Sandigo towards 
Corobimilla, that would inflict no hardship upon anybody 
in the vicinity of Moon’s Siding, but would serve to a 
greater extent people in the Corobimilla district ’—-It would 
help some people towards the south a little. If it could be 
constructed at approximately the same cost it might be so 
deviated. I consider that a line from the proposed terminus 
to Sandigo would cost a great deal more than a line from 
Moon’s Siding out towards Sandigo, and would not serve 
as much country. 

1045. Have you any connection with any of the mills at 
Wagga?—No; we are independent. 

1046. If the line were constructed through to the Jeril- 
derie line it would give the farmers the choice of two 
markets /—Yes. 

1047. Do you think the advantage of giving them the 
option of either the Sydney or the Melbourne market would 
be of sufficient importance to settlers to justify the extension} 
—I do not think so because they can get to the Sydney or 
the Melbourne market just the same without it. 


Siding, which 


James Bradley Rickard, live stock and land salesman, 
Narrandera, sworn, and examine | :— 

1048. Mr, Travers.| Do you hold any official position in 
regard to the railway league!—1 am secretary of the Nar- 
randera and District Progress Association, and also 
secretary of the local branch of the Farmers and Settlers’ 
Association. JI advocate the through construction of the 
proposed railway to the Narrandera-Jerilderie line, either 
at Moon’s Siding or at Corobimilla. If the line ends as 
proposed the Delapool and Sandigo men will be no nearer 
rail than they are now. They cart their wheat to Narran- 
dera. The Delapool men towards Old Man Creek have 
flooled country and sandhills to go over, whereas towards 

; 


Narrandera half their route is on metal road. ‘The con- 
struction of the line right through will place the Lecton 
and Murrumbidgee irrigation areas in touch with the south 
side of the river, which would be served by the line, and 
that would provide a market for their pigs and dairy pro- 
duce. At Lecton there is a co-operative butter factory run 
concurrently with the Government, and also a bacon factory. 
The latter is the nearest bacon factory there is to those men. 
There is a pig market at Wagga, and a buyer from the 
bacon factory goes to Wagga, and even as far as Gundagai, 
to buy pigs for the Leeton factory. They would also have 
the competition of the Leeton butter factory against 
that at Wagga. ‘The line now goes on through Leeton and 
Griffith to Hillston, and there is a large area of pastoral 
country between the Hay line and the Hillston line, where 
there are large numbers of stock. A line right through 
would bring that stock in closer touch with the relief 
country in the hills. The distance from Narrandera through 
Moon’s Siding on to Wagga would be about 56 miles, At 
present the distance vid Junee is 84 miles. ‘The proposed 
line would thus mean a saving of about 28 miles from 
here. A number of squatters here and further west send 
their stock to the hills every year. Gillenbah Station, 
across the river, within 5 miles of Narrandera, has a pro- 
perty at Meragle, out of Tumbarumba, and they regularly 
send their sheep up to the hills in the summer months 
in order to conserve the grass in this district, and give the 
country some relief. In drought years particularly, the 
stock route from here to Wagga across the river, is the one 
most used to the mountains, and being shorter, it is very 
much congested. The stock routes are eaten bare, but if 
the railway line were constructed, it would relieve that 
congestion, and bring in revenue, which the railways at 
present do not get. I cannot agree with Mr. Hodgson’s 
evidence to the effect that the nature of the country from 
the terminal point to Moon’s Siding is hilly towards that 
end. Mr. Hodgson did not make himself plain. The hills 
are not encountered until almost within 5 miles of Moon’s 
Siding. Once you get past there the country almost to 
Old Man Creek is level, particularly in the Sandigo dis- 
trict. As far as the class of land is concerned to my mind, 
it is the best wheat land in the State. That was exempli- 
fied during two years in the growing-crop competition held 
under the auspices of the Royal Agricultural Society in 
Sydney. In 1915, as evidence has already been given, 
Mr. Quilter, of Sandigo, won the first prize. I accompanied 
the judge when he inspected that crop,and in his report he 
said that Mr. Quilter’s country was the best bit of wheat 
land he had seen. In the 1922 season the Royal Agri- 
cultural Society ran a crop-growing competition for the 
Riverina, which embraced Barellan, Temora, Wagga, right 
down to the Murray, and included Berrigan. ‘The fir-t 
prize was won by Mr. Charles,.5 miles north of Grong 
Grong, and about 14 miles north-east of Narrandera. Mr. 
Charles also won the local competition run by the Pastoral 
and Agricultural Society. The second prize in the local 
competition was won by Mr. Bartley, who was only one 
point behind Mr. Charles. The Royal Agricultural 
Society competition included only the first prizewinners, 
and although Mr. Bartley was only one point bebind 
Mr. Charles, he was not cligible to compete under the 
Royal Agricultural Society. We are of opinion that had 
first and second prizewinners been included. Mr. Bartley 
would have won second prize, which would thus also 
have come to this district. Mr. Bartley’s farm is 
2 miles from Moon’s Siding, and 5 miles south of 
Narrandera, but ke does not use Moon’s Siding ; in fact, 
it is not used at all for produce other than timber from the 
Gillenbah State Forest, which it adjoins. The road runs 
parallel to the railway from Narrandera to Corobimilla, 
and the roads all work in towards Corobimilla. There are 
no roads leading to Moon’s Siding other than that parallel 
to the existing line. The only other main road from 
Sandigo leads towards Narrinacra, aad it is metalled the 
best part of the way. In the present state of settlement 
there are no roads leading to Moon’s Siding from the eastern 
side of the existing line. Asa matter of fact the coantry 
does not lend itself to traffic that way. I do not agree 
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with Mr. Hodgson in the impression he has left that the 
country this end is inferior to the country the other end. 
In my opinion it is better. With regard to land values in 
the district, in 1914 Delapool Estate was cut up for closer 
settlement under the Promotion Act in areas of from 415 
to 500 acres. The nearest farm there is 10 miles from 
Narrandera. From 10 to 15 miles embraces Delapool 
Hstate, and the whole of that wheat comes to Narrandera. 
That would all be served by a station or siding at Sandigo, 
since the construction of the bridge over Sandy Creek. 
With regard to the deviation of the line towards Green- 
vale (Birrego is the parish), to my mind a small deviation 
there would be of advantage. There are men at Greenvale 
who have to go 19 miles to Boree Creek, and who would 
be served if the line were deviated s'ightly south, It would 
then go into better wheat country. As an evidence of how 
the men in the district are better circumstanced than they 
were, Delapool was cut up in 1914, while Birrego was cut 
up by private subdivision in 1912.  Birrego averaged in 
value £4 per acre and Delapool £3 15s. to £4. There 
was a sale of one of the Delapool blocks last year; one 
man bought his neighbour out for his sons, and paid £5 an 
acre for it, improved since. ‘The origina) value was about 
£3 17s, 6d. Adjoining Sandigo last year four blocks were 
cut up from Rogers Bros.’ property for soldier settlement 
under the Act, and the average price was about £3 15s. 
Land within 3 or 4 miles of Corobimilla, which could have 
been obtained in 1918 and 1919 in the vicinity of £5 per 
acre, changed hands last year at £6, £6 10s., and up to 
£7. In 1919 I acted as agent for the Rural Industries 
Board in the distribution of chaff and fodder to necessitous 
farmers in this district, We supplied men with chaff and 
fodder who I know now had reserves of hay, and will not be 
any call upon the Government next drought. In 1914 one 
or two of the Delapool men had to get assistance from the 
Government, but those men are now independent. My 
association is now advocating the construction of a line 
from the vicinity of Moon’s Siding westerly, crossing Yanco 
Creek out towards Arzoon, where there is some excellent 
wheat country. From 15 to 20 miles out at Euroley there 
is a pocket of wheat-growers who cart their wueat to Nar- 
randera, the nearest railway station. IRf we get the through 
line constructed it will place a number of graziers south of 
the Murrumbidgee and between Darlington Point and 
Jerilderie in closer touch with the relief country in the 
mountains. 

1049. One of the reasons why vou advoca‘e the con- 
struction of the line right through to Moon’s Siding is that 
it will be a factor in the removal of starving stock in 
drought time /—Yes. 

1050. Where do you expect that stock would come from ? 
—Since October last year the stock from Hay and all the 
south-western line has gone through on to the mountains. 
Asa matter of fact we rented country for agistment at 
Brewarrina for 300 head of cattle at 2s. 6d. per head per 
week, The usual agistment fee is about Is. per head per 
week. 

1051. Apart altogether from the shortening of the dis- 
tance, that starving stock was already catered for along 
the existing Hay-Junee-Narrandera and Wagga lines ?— 
Not the whole of it ; a lot went up by road. Jn 1919 there 
was no grass along that stock route. Had the line gone 
from Moon’s Siding right through there is no doubt those 
stock would have travelled on it. 

1052, What is the nature of the congestion on the Nar- 
randera-Junee line’—The cause is the quantity of stock 
that has to be handled. In 1914 stock trains were running 
almost every hour. There was a stock train at every 
station along the line waiting for trains ahead to get out 
of the road. It was the same again in 1919. This year 
the congestion was causel because we could not get 
trucks. 

1053. Are you likely to get similar traffic from the south 
western Riverina ?— Yes. 

1054. Ifa railway were built 28 miles out from Uran- 
quinty, would that devolop the whole of the country between 
Uranquinty and Moon’s Siding on the northern side of the 
line and Boree Creek on the southern side ?—No, 
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1055, What distance is Sandigo from Moon’s siding by 
road ?—The roads do not go that way; they lead towards 
Narrandera. Practically no produce goes on to the 
Jerilderie line from further west than Kangaroo Plains. 

1056. What is the distance from Sandigo t9 the nearest 
point on the Narrandera line ?—From 12 to 15 miles, and 
the same from Delap»ol. There is no crossing on the river 
between Narrandera and Wagga ; they must go to Narran- 
dera to cross the river. 

1057. Mr. Hodgson’s evidence suggests that if extended 
from the 28-mile peg the line would be drawing some 
trafic which now goes to the Narrandera line!—To my 
mind it would not interfere with traffic going to Narrandera 
until it got further west than the proposed terminus. 

1053. It is suggested that the dairying industry which 
should be carried out along the river land would make an 
important financial contribution to the proposed line ;—do 
you think that is correct !—Yes. The pig industry seems 
to be languishing in this district. In 1916 we ran a pig- 
buyer out for 20 miles from Narrandera and bought pigs 
everywhere. We sent a number of consignments to Sydney 
to this buyer and we have found out since that there are 


not enough pigs in the district to justify our taking a buyer 
out anywhere. People seem to have gone out of the industry. 

1059. Do you think the route of the line as surveyed 
goes close enough to the river to encourage dairying /—I do. 

1060. How do the lands on the northern side of the river 
compare with those on the southern ?—The land on the 
north is not as subject to floods as that on the south. On 
the south they have more river flats. 

1061. In your opinion how much further in the direction 
of Sandigo should this Jine go to serve all the interests 
that you think will not be served if it is terminated as pro- 
posed 1—At least another 12} to 15 miles, 

1062, Roughly then it would be 40 miles in length ?— 
Yeu 

1063. The total distance right through along the sur- 
veyed line is about 54 miles !—Yes. 

1064, That would leave only 14 miles between the ter- 
minus you suggest and the existing line. Would that not 
be overlapping the influence of the line from Narrandera 
to Jerilderie?—Only by a few miles. On the other hand, a 
deviation of 15 railes towards Greenvale would not touch 
the influence of the other line, 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty towards 
Moon’s Siding. 


William Ernest Fackender, General Manager Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area Dairy Farmers’ Co operative Society, 
Ltd., Leeton, sworn and examined :— 

1065. Chairman ] In what way will the operations of 
your company be increased by the proposed railway ?—In 
the firat place, people will be benfited if dairying starts 
along there by being able to supply cream to us. In the 
next place, fat pigs in connection with dairying, or even 
without dairying, could come to our factory, where we 
have plenty of room to treat a lot more than we are 
receiving at present 

1066. Would there be any effect on your company’s 
operations if the line stopped at the 2&mile peg from 
Uranquinty !—-No, it would be useless to us. 

1067. Unless the line were buili right through to Moon’s 
Siding nothing would happen as far as your company is 
concerned !—That is so. With regard to carting pigs, I 
have gone as far as Gundagai, Yass, and even Goodrabidgee ; 
but droving pigs even 20 miles was not a payable proposition, 
and I had t9 give it up. 

1068. With a possible extensioa to Moon’s Siding where 
would you expect dairying on the land traversed by the 
proposed line to be carried out ?— Right along the river. I 
daresay some would go to Wagga—they are starting a 
butter factory there—but a considerable portion would 
come to us. 

1069. Tlave you had any experience of the river flats for 
dairying -—-I have seen them, particularly at Ganmain 
Station, where they have a cheese factory ; and lucerne 
growing is a much better proposition there than even on 
our irrigation areas. Taken as a whole the land seems 
better suited for lucerne. 

1070. For some years at any rate any dairying carried 
on on the banks of the river in the vicinity of the proposed 
line would be under a pumping system 1—Yes, the same as 
at Ganmain station. They now have 400 or 500 acres 
there under lucerne. 


1071. Is that area operated by the company itself 1— Yes. 


1072. Would you expect pig-raising to be carried on by 
the ordinary wheat-farmer away from the river bank ?— 
Yes, under normal conditions | should say every wheat- 
farmer would raise a few pigs. He has his stubble to feed 
them on, and he always has a surplus of wheat, or some 
damaged wheat that is not f.a.q., and wheat is one of the 
best feeds for pigs that I know of. 


1073. Has that been the experience in agricultural dis- 
tricts situated close to bacon factories!—Yes. I have had 
a good many pigs from wheat-farmers around Barellan. 


1074. Is that a steady trade 1—No, it is spasmodic, The 
bacon industry in Australia is spasmodic right through, 
and so is the pig industry. My company gets cream and 
pigs from the Mirool end of the irrigation settlement, and 
when the day arrives that they have sufficient produce to 
warrant putting up a factory of their own my company as 
the parent would put up a large factory. The same thing 
would happen along the Murrumbidgee. We would haye 
no hesitation in building a factory when the quantity 
warranted it ; but until we reach a quantity which would 
pay interest and depreciation on a building it is very much 
cheaper to run stuff to your parent factory, 


1075. What is the turnover of the bacon section of your 
factory !—We are killing about 100 pigs a week, and we 
have capacity for nearly 300 without extensions. 


1076. Mr. Doe.| Is the factory with which you are con- 
nected a private enterprise, or has it some association with 
the Government ?—It was originally run by the Irrigation 
Commission, but we have now formed this company and 
have purchased two factories. One is situated at Yanco 
and the other at Leeton. We purchased them for £20,000 
and have been running for eighteen months on our own 
now. It is on a good sound financial basis. The Govern- 
ment has a mortgage over it ; we have purchased on twenty 
years terms. 


a 


Morris James White, manager for Wright, Heaton & Co., 
Narrandera, sworn, and examined :— 

1077. 2fr. Doe.] You have in your position, [ presume, 
had a considerable epportunity of judging as to the flow of 
trade to and from this district in various directions !—Yes. 

1078. Your business is generally with merchandise and 
produce ?-—Yes. ; 

1079. Do you desire to make a statement with regard to 
the trend of trade in this district in the lines with which 
you deal ?—In ordinary years we do a considerable amount 
of business in chaff, oats, and wheat. The main thing is 
chaff. There is always a certain amount used in the town 
and district, whether in drought time or not. During the 
drought we handle thousands of tons of stuff. We supply 
as far as Berrigan, Finley, Jerilderie, and Hay. At 
present we are sending stuff out to Hillston—not aitogether 
produce, though there is a possibility of doing that later 
on—out on the western line to Bourke, Brewarrina, 
Nyngan, Cobar, and north to Warialda, Moree, and Narra- 
bri. In fact we send to practically every part of New 
South Wales. <A lot of that produce is drawn from the 
districts surrounding Narrandera. Last drought most of 
the stuff came over the border, but if we could get it 
locally there would be nothing imported from elsewhere, 
and it would save stuff coming from other parts. Hundreds 
of tons of hay could be grown in the direction of Sandigo. 
I have been trying to buy hay out that way, but they 
cannot sell it because the price I quote for delivery here 
does not warrant their carting it in, and at the price they 
want we cannot afford to cart it in. If there were a 
railway line all those people would sell their hay and grow 
more. The only purpose for which they grow it now is for 
their own use, and as a safeguard against drought. 

1080. The hay you refer to is wheaten and oaten }—Yes. 
If we buy it as hay in the stack we have to make our own 
arrangements for delivery, and pay 1s. 3d. per mile for 
earting ; therefore the furthest out at which we have 
bought this year is 5 or 6 miles from Narrandera. 

1081. But from how far out do the people who have sold 
to you come !-—-We have had to get most of our stuff froin 
up the line, where they have farms close to the railway. I 
have bought a considerable amount from Grong Grong, 
because we can do better that way than buying it out 
where there is no line. 

1082. Do you get lucerne hay also?--In drought time ; 
sometimes from Newcastle and sometimes from Maitland. 

1083. Are sufficient quantities grown here to do any 
trade in it?—Nothing to speak of. They have the soil but 
they do not do it. 

1084. You people deliver also ?—Yes. 

1085. Is it principally Sydney trade that comes here !— 
Yes. I suppose not 7 per cent. or 8 per cent. comes from 
Melbourne. The trouble is that in transhipping it gets 
knocked about and the distance is very little different. 

1086. How about freights?—In some lines the freight 
from Melbourne is cheaper; in others it is cheaper from 
Sydney. Some classes of lines go at different rates. “A” rate 
goods from Sydney might be ‘‘B” rate goods from Victoria. 

1087. In other words, the classification of goods in 
New South Wales is somewhat different from that in 
Victoria, and that gives the advantage sometimes to Sydney 
and sometimes to Melbourne ?—That is so. 

1088. You think the proposed line should go right from 
Uranquinty to somewhere in the neighbourhood of Moon’s 
Siding!—Yes. I think it would really be better if it 
started from both ends, or at the Moon’s Siding end. It 
would be serving more people and be a paying concern 
sooner from the Moon’s Siding end. 


1089. Do you suggest that instead of running 28 miles. 


out from Uranquinty, it would be a better proposition to 
run 28 miles out from Moon’s Siding!—Yes, the main 
reason being the opening up of good country. It would 
mean more produce would be grown to come to Narrandera 
than would be the case if the line went the other way, and 
it would be an advantage in enabling farmers to get in 
touch with the irrigation areas, If we could draw our 
supplies from Sandigo way, and truck them direct to Hillston 
and Griffith, it would be a lot better for our business. 
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- Witness—J. M. White, 13 March, 1223 


1090. Ts there not plenty of country around Narrandera 
already served by railway that supplies precisely the same 
class of products as Sandigo, which you could send on to 
Leeton /—The main trouble is that at Ganmain and Coola- 
mon they have the name of being the chaff district, whereas 
I think the Sandigo district could beat them out of sight 
But the mere fact of those people having the name of being 
the chaff centre makes their prices too high for us to do 
business and they can compete with us. If we could 
purchase stuff on another line close to Narrandera we could 
compete with the Ganmain-Coolamon people. At present 
their idea of the value of their produce is too high. 

1091. You say the hay grown in this district is better 
than that grown elsewhere !—'The other day I saw hundreds 
of tons of the best hay I have ever seen in the Sandigo 
district. 

1092. In what respect was it better than any other ?—It 
was a better length for making good chaff, it was of a nice 
colour, clean and free from foreign matter, and it would 
make choice chaff. 

1093, You do not know anything about the saline or 
saccharine properties of the hay grown in this district 1—No. 

1094. In drought years you naturally look to the old 
lucerne districts on the Hunter River for supplies !—~We 
do, but if we could get them closer we would. 

1095. What would be the nature and volume of trade 
between the irrigation area and farmers in the districts 
which the proposed line would serve !—There would be a 
fair amount of trade in different lines if the line linked up 
at Moon’s Siding. 

1096. The amount of fruit, for instance, which would 
be consumed along that line would scarcely be felt by the 
Leeton people, and people are growing a good deal of fruit 
already along the proposad line ; so that from the point of 
view of Leeton sending produce in that direction, the trade 
would be infinitesimal ’-— Yes. 

1097. What is approximately the distance from the pro- 
posed terminus to Yanco?—About 50 miles. 

1098. Is there a bacon factory in the neighbourhood of 
Wagga !—Not that I know of. 

1099. Then the trade between Leeton and the country 
to be served would be principally in pigs !—Yes, and chaff, 
outs and wheat. On the [rrigation area people do not 
grow that produce extensively ; we supply chaff from here. 

1100. Mr Drummond.| Does the Irrigation area at 
present not produce sufiicent for its own use !—They draw 
supplies from elsewher2. 

1101. [3 has been stated that there are large areas on 
the river suitable for lucerne growing; can you suggest 
any reason why those areas are not producing the fodder 
which is, apparently, used in this district in drought 
time ’—It is too far to cart it for marketing, and so they 
go in for other fodder. To give the land a spell from 
wheat-growing, they raise a crop of hay occasionally, and 
keep it as a safeguard against drought; so there is no need 
for them to grow lucerne. If they could market their hay 
they would probably grow lucerne for drought fodder. 

1102. It is obvious that lucerne is by no means an 
established industry in this district?—It is not exactly, 
but there is no reason why it should not be. 

1103. Apparently we could not look to that as a source 
of railway revenue?—It has great possibilities. They 
would grow lucerne if they had the means of disposing of it. 
And there is a big call for it. At the present time lucerne 
is worth £3 per ton more than chaff in the Sydney market. 

1104, In view of the heavy cost of haulage for bringing 
drought fodder into a district and of the fact that droughts 
are of frequent occurrence, does it not seem strange that 
this suitable land has not been developed ?—Many people 
once they get over one drought never make provision for 
the next; and with regard to growing for market there are 
not the facilities here of getting it to Sydney ; therefore it 
is not a payable concern. They must be able to send it to 
the city when they cannot dispose of it in the country. 

1105. Is not that a very strong argument for building 
the line out from Uranquinty /—If it were built from this 
direction first this country would be served more quickly 
than by building it in the other direction, 
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1106. It would be a much longer way round to market ? 
—The. difference in freight would run into only a few 
pence. The freight from Ganmain and Narrandera—28 miles 
difference in distance—is only 10d. per ton l+ss. 

1107. Is that due to the operation of a “zone” system 
of freights?—No. From here to Sydney it is £1 per ton, 
and it is only 2s. cheaper from Junee ; because the longer 
the distance out the cheaper in proportion the freight 
becomes. 


George Andrew Bartley, farmer and grazicr, Narrandera, 
sworn, and examined :— 

1108. Mr. Drummond.| I understand you obtained 
second prize in the crop competition here /—Yes. 

1109. You are satisfied this is a safe farming district ?— 
Yes. Ihave had twenty years’ experience in wheat-grow- 
ing here and in South Australia, and I have done rather 
well in this country. I have been here about eleven ‘years. 
I have grown 10 bags to the acre very often, but the 
average is about 20 bushels. I have very good country, 
but there is just as good in the Sandigo Cistrict, and at 
Strontian. There is a lot of country on the route of the 
proposed railway that would be equal to mine, and some of 
it is better. I have a trifle over 1,200 acres. 

1110. You are about 2 miles from Moon’s Siding, but you 
cart your produce to Narrandera !—Yes. 

1111. Do you dispose of most of it locally ’—Mostly the 
grain goes to Narrandera, and the chaff to other parts of 
the State. 

1112. Have you ever sent produce into Victoria }—Only 
wheat. That was early in 1914. 

1113. In view of the fact that you are only 2 miles from 
the siding, what reason have you for hauling your produce 
the greater distance ?—The siding is a poor one, and the 
track very bad. I want the convenience for receiving. 
There is no weighbridge nor attendant there. 

1114. It really pays you to take it the greater distance ? 
~—-Yes. All the conveniences are at Narrandera. 

1115. What do you consider the limit ef distance for a 
farmer to profitably cart wheat ?—10 miles is plenty far 
enough, but it all depends on the road. 

1116. Do you know the country in tke vicinity of Coro- 
bimilla, and towards Sandigo?—I am well acquainted with 
some of it. I think there is nothing better than the 
Strontian country. 

1117. What distance is that from rail at present ?— 
There are different portions. T have had wool hauled from 
the woolsheds, and they call it 8 miles. The homestead 
must be 10 miles, but the better country is further out. 

1118. It has been suggested that if the line were taken 
to Moon’s Siding instead of towards Corobimilla certain 
settlers would be cut off from the railway ;—can you 
express an opinion on that ?—I do not think they will get 


any help with a siding so close to Moon’s Siding. It might 
be a convenience to the sawmill, and there would be a 
certain amount of grain go there ; but if the line went more 
towards Corobimilla that place would receive it equally 
well. There is very little stuff trucked or discharged at 
Moon’s Siding. Pecaple do not use the siding, although the 
sawmill is there. By the time it is loaded on the trucks 
they can haul stuff to Narrandera for almost the same charge, 

1119. The proposed line would terminate about 24 miles 
from Moon’s Siding, For what reason would you suggest 
its continuation to the Jerilderie line /—It must open up 
country and establish many more settlers. More intense 
culture would be carried on, the chaff business would liven 
up, and there would be more fodder grown; whereas at 
present it is too far to handle it. If I sold out where lam 
I would be very well satisfied to settle on Strontian, pro- 
vided I could buy it at a reasonable price; but it would 
want a railway or I would not think cof it. 

1120. What do you consider a fair price?—They are 
selling further back now up to £6 I believe—-mestly 
farmed land. 

1121. If the line were constructed right through from 
Uranquinty to either Moon’s Siding or Corobimuilla, would 
it be of any advantage to you in selling your wlieat to have 
another mill at your near disposal !—It* might be, but of 
course it would mean competition, and that is much better 
for the trade. The mill seems to be able to receive and we 
have quite a number of buyers here for any stuff we have. 

1122. What would you call a minimum living area on 
average country in this district not more than 10 miles 
from a railway siding!—A man could do easily enough on 
a square mile. 

1123. Mr. Doe.] In what part of South Australia have 
you had experience!—At Minlaton, on York Peninsular. 

1124. What is the rainfall there?—17 inches, Here 
it is about the same. 

1125, This country is superior to Minlaton from a wheat- 
producing point of view !—Yes, but land values over there 
are often in the vicinity of £12 to £14 per acre. I would 
not think of going back to Minlaton in comparison with some 
of the country this railway will go through. Even jn a 
drought we can grow wheat here, and in a good year 
there is no trouble in growing up to 10 bags per acre. © 

1126. Taking everything into consideration, a Wheat- 
grower’s position here is very much superior to what jt is 
on York Peninsula?—In my opinion it is. Less labor js 
necessary to work the soil here. 

1127. Do you go in for manure here!—Yes,I am a 
believer in phosphates. 

1128. You would not use as much manure here per acre 
as you would at Minlaton!—No, 

1129. You make a saving again in that respect ?—A 
great saving. — 

1130, You were close to the seaboard there ?—Yes. 

1131. Do you use the silos ?—No, I have not used them. 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Uranquinty towards 
Moon’s Siding. 


John Edmond Harold Kennedy, Chief Draftsman, Depart- - 


ment of Lards, sworn, and examined :— 


1132. Chairman.| I understand you have a statement 
to submit to the Committee with regard to the limits of 
the area which would be influeneed by the construction of 
the proposed railway 1—Yes, it is as follows :— 

ProposeD RAILWAY—URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moon’s SIDING. 

Limits of Affected Area. 


_ The limits of the area which would be influenced by the construc- 
tion of the proposed railway, Uranquinty towards Moon’s Siding, 


have been restricted, according to instructions, to 12 miles from each 
side of the proposed line, and are shown on the map produced by a 
firm red band. Owing to the absence of crossing facilities over the 
Murrumbidgee River and to existing railways from Wagga to The 
Rock, from Boree to The Rock, and from Narrandera to Jerilderie, 
the limits referred to are indicated on map on the northern along the 
southern bank of the Murrumbidgee River, and on the eastern and 
southern sides of the affected area about midway between the exist- 
ing railways mentioned and the one proposed. 

The 12-mile zone is shown on the western end of the’ proposed 
line. Extension beyond the other limits indicated, to cover that 
zone on each side of tho proposed railway, would embrace land 
within the sphere of the existing railways indicated, 


Concerning the lands within the limits shown, the following 
particulars are submitted :— 


Untenanted Crown Lands. 


The only untenanted Crown land within the limits of the affected 
area is farm 7 of about 431 acres, part of Berry Jerry Settlement 
Purchase Area, forfeited on Gth October, 1922. 


Country—Level to undulating. 
Soil—Generally red soil, suitable for wheat. 
Timber—Box, 


Forest Reserves. 
There is only one forest reserve dedicated as State Forest within 
the affected area, having an acreage of about 4,400 acres. 
Country—Swampy clay flats. 
Soil—Red and grey clay. 


Timber--Partly open red gum forest, thick box and gum with 
yellow box along river flats. 


Closer Settlement Areas, 


It will be noticed that the area affected by the proposal under 
review contains thirteen closer settlement purchase areas (seven 
wholly and six partly) within its limits as shown by firm white 
bands on map produced, with a total acreage of about 34,000 acres. 


All these areas were acquired by the Government under the pro- 
visions of the Closer Settlement Acts, the information 1elating 
thereto is particularised in the following schedule :— 


Disposal 


Disposal 


Settlement INES Date of No. of | Average | Average 
Purchase Area. = Acquisition, | Farms. Price Price 

per acre, | per farm. 

Acres. i s20d, £ 

Brookong ..........| (Small part.) | 13 Jan., 1909 OZaDat)  "GOSoGn Nl Ukar ene 
Boree Creek No. 6.. (Partly.) Beare O09 | ee Pct es. || ena s 
Perot sah cas iss (Partly. ) SP Amt. | germs. solace |! be sied.ere 
EOWORTE foie aie, cie%s ig = 1,870 25 Feb., 1913 5 614 4 2,456 
Berry Jerry ........ 6,386 10 Nov., 1913 16 415 0 1,897 
Pellapool .......... (Partly.) HUES em OLE |S Soro Pewaclis | Saaape os 
New Grove Estate . 2,312 6 Sept., 1915 5 4 5 5| 1,975 
TGRIBTERG oe 5, « oiare raise 9,554 23 Noy., 1915 23 ee ome wil; 2,200 
Clapperton ........ (Sniailpart ili Oete, TOUS ssf seen ee il) sieisieiiee 
AOE occ, - gtstaye wie o1e 698 24 Mar., 1920 il 313 9 2 b16 
Salmons No, 2...... 814 20 Sept., 1929 il 4 26: 8,380 
OSE cs sianisc's:csi0, 01s (Large part.) | 10 Nov., 1920 1 5 4 3,299 
Hogers NOS... ...... 2,933 19 May, 1921 4 3 12 2,662 


All the farms in the above areas were applied for and alloted by 
the Minister. 


_It may be mentioned that within the limits of the affected area, 
in addition to 431 acres of untenanted Crown lands referred to 
above, there are about 7,500 acres of reserved lands not held under 
tenure, other than annual tenure, making a total of about 7,931 
acres of unalienated Crown lands. 


Rainfall, 


The average annual rainfall on the affected area varies from about 
20 inches at Uranquinty to about 17 inches at the terminal point. 


Proposed RAILWAY—URANQUINTY TOWARDS Moow’s Srptnc. 


acres, 
Alienated lands (tinted blue)— (about) 
Including conditional purchases, conditional leases, homestead 
selections, homestead farms, and seitlement purchases ........ 268,700 
Beserved lands, about 8,160 acres— 
“About 7,500 acres not held under any tenure (tinted green) ...... 7,500 
3 609 ,, held under special lease (edged green). 
- 
ere. 100 
Leased lands (hatched blue)— 
Specially leased (wholly covered by reserves).........2..0.-.0e000: 600 
Crown lands (tinted brown)— | 
Untenanted (forfeited farm under Closer Settlement Promotion Act) 431 
MOGaT ALERT ADOUE. «5/5 «sic ce cies svete ae'e « - 277,231 


* It is probable that part of these reserved ianas may be held under annual 
leases, particulars of which are not available at Head Office. : 


J. E. H. KENNEDY, 


Department of Lands, Chief Draftsman. 


Sydney, 14th March, 1923, 
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4] 


Parkin Benjamin Pearson, compiler, Bureau of Statistics, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1153. Chairman.] I understand you havea statement to 
submit with regard to the proposed railway!—Yes; it is as 
follows :— 


PROPOSED RAILWAY—URANQUINTY TO Moon’s SIDING. 


Holdings of 1 acre and upwards used for Agricultural and Pastoral 


purposes. 
eee 

; Area occupied, Total 

Police Patrol Districts. Season. aed rae calti- 

“| Alienated,| PYO¥2 | vated. 

| ) | 

No, Acres. | Acres. | Acres, 
: 1919-20 | 21 | 22,175 323 | 2,082 
Uranquinty (Part)... : 1920-21 | 20 | 921,641 331 | 2,953 
1921-22 | 21 22,695 332 3,393 
1919-20 67 81,769 5,650 | 13,499 
The Rock (Part)...... 1920-21 | 66 81,267 5,650 | 17,654 
1921-22 | 66 81,707 5,870 | 11,301 
f 1919-20 | 6 SATAN hd Nee oy, 57/4 
Lockhart (Part) aaa 1920-21 | 6G WPI VANISS es re “1,630 
1921-22 6 TGYZOG "eer cee | 1,980 

1919-20 | 59 | 91,540 | 2,728 | 14,091 

Narrandera (Pat)f 1920-21 | 63 91,415 5,662 | 15,731 
1921-22 | 67 92,659 5,665 | 15,424 
1919-20 | 19 | 19,188 147 | 5,850 
Ganmain (Part)).s... 1920-21 | 19 19,326 147 | 5,952 
1921-22 20 19,993 147 6,016 

1919-20 | 172 | 231,944} 8,848 | 36,096 
Summary........ Bar 1920-21 | 174 | 230,921 | 11,790 | 45,920 
1921-22 | 180 233,320 12,014 | 38,1i¢ 


Details of Cultivation. 


Wheat, Other Grains. Hay. 
P Districts, | Season. | — ies 
Area. | Yield. Are, Yield. | Avea. | Yield. 
| | | 
Acres.| Bnsb. | Acres.} Bush. |Acres., Tons. | Acres. 
(| 1919-20 | 912 | 4,125 | 151) 870 /|1,019| 546| 
Uranquinty (part) 1920-21 | 2,242 | 28,995 | 222 | 3,180 489 | 74k) 
U) i921-22 2,902 | 87,218 | 74 | 3,398 | 417| 591 
(| 1920-20 | 7,535 | 22.941 | 827 | 6,336 11,210 | 541 | 38,927 
The Rock (part) .. | 1920-21 |14,491 | 222,957 | 1,043 21,840 | 2.120 | 3,331] .. 
{| 1921-22 | 9,414 | 132,592 | 537 | 9,015 | 1,820 | 2,985 
(| 1919-20} 260] "135 | .. Shi Aa 294 
Lockhart (part) ..+ | 1920-21 |-1,480 | 20,052 | 10) 174] 140) 224) .. 
U ig2t-22 1,810) | 19,290} .. Sab RONG Hae: 
1919-20 | 7,878 | 16,0388 | 209 | 525 |1,437| 510} 4,567 
Narrandera (part) } 1920-21 |13,589 | 203,547 | 40 | 642 | 2,102 3,168] 
1921-22 |13,363 | 207,849 | 320 | 6.360 | 1,741 | 1,906 
1919-20 | 2,816 | 13,260 | 580 | 4,011 |1,694/ 1,017} 810 
Ganmain (part) ..4| 1020-21 | 4,160 | 70,890 | 537 | 9,420 |1,205/2,221) 50 
1921-22 | 4,193 | 58,812 | 140 | 2,640 | 1,483 |1,978| 200 
1919-20 |19,421 | 56,499 | 1,717 [11,742 | 5,360 | 2,614] 9,598 
Summary ........ 1920-21 |35,962 | 546,441 | 1,852 |35,256 | 6,056 | 9,688 50 
1921-22 |31,712 | 455,391 | 1,071 |19,413 | 5,181 7,605| 200 


oe Sas a 


Live Stock at 30th June. 


Production. 
> Cattle. Wool production 

; e a 3 during year 
Police Patro 3 z Sheepr < ended 30th June, 

Districts, p> | S | Mitch] an 4 as ee 

ral a . reasy 
Cows.| other Shorn. | Wool. 

No. | No. | No. No. No. No. | Ib. 
2 ; ( 1920 220 28 372 7,970 | 2 10,119 68,260 
Uranquinty (part) -~ | 1921 Od aioe 802 | 14,910; 10] 11,009} 68,210 
( 1922 250 31 560 | 17,221} 28 12,070 90.620 
1920 989 99 922 | 29,154 45 30,889 | 223,195 
The Rock (part) ..< | 1921 | 917) 104 | 2,032 | 31,458 | 104 | 32,699 | 992 975 
1922 901} 133 | 1,667 | 47,880; 119 38,861 | 251,615 
1920 60 | 7 156 | 6,503} 33 7,940 | 49,080 
Lockhart (part) .. 1921 192 10 278 | 7,296 35 5,751 40,003 
1922 66} 10] 360 | 10,330 2| 65,918] 36,288 
( 1920 886 88 | 1,505 | 22,410 | 363 50,568 | 336,977 
Narrandera (part) < | 1921 932 | 122 | 2,275 | 28,921 | 244 | 33,077 | 186,461 
(| 1922 | 1,018; 105 | 2,591 | 47,604 | 380 | 313134 | 218/878 
: 1920 246 | 85 516 2,812} 24 8,861 30,404 
Ganmain (part)....4 | 1921 | 287) 207 686 | 4,489 53 2,141 11,064 
1922 | 266! 399 1,274] 4,175 | 98 3,393 | 24,218 

| | 

(| 1920 | 2,401 | 807 | 3,471 | 68,849 | 467 | 103,380 | 708,716 
Summary ........ 1921 | 2,523) 443 | 6,073 | 87,074 | 446 | 84,677 528,918 
i] 1922 | 2,501} 678 | 6,452 peaale | 6386 | 91,376 | 721,619 
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Witness—P. B. Pearson, 14 March, 1923. 


Police Patrol Districts. 


Uranquinty (part) ... 


The Rock (part)...... 


Lockhart (part) ...... 


Narrandera (part) ... 


Ganmain (part) ...... 


SUMMALY ae. seaseeres - 


(ae a a 


(ale ae 


Dairy Production. 


42 


| Production during year ended 30th June. 


| 
| 


Butter. 


19,781 
18,685 


17,427 


eee tee 


oeecee 


123,268 


) 


101,751 


217,165 


123,268 
101,751 
217,165 


Bacon, &c, 


lb. 
445 


449 
_ 820 


6,248 
4,918 
4,490 
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Holdings of | acre and upwards used for Agricultural and Pastoral 
purposes, 1921-22. 


Area occupied, 
Area series based on alienated . 
area of holding. TUES : Ab rae 
Alenated. “| alienated held- 
ing’. 
acres No. acres acres 
1 to LOO S Preece: 5 190 309 
101 ,, QO Madi tane sek 4 680 852 
SOllanas AQO Rae tates 14 5,010) leenerere : 
401 ,, OO) Saenesaceeres 3 15,760 
OM GOO scene 19 10,818 As 
BOI x OO: Gorter sacetees 17 11,095 600 
AOL, SOOM sescees 8 6,168 Seals pereeree 
SOI, DOO ee ioeatesces 14 11,907 23 
QO nL O00 Sitenscmetass : 5 4,812 9 3 eee 
Te0OL Fees a OOO ene noseeaee 20 24,870 220 
SOL 2. O00 Ra eertcnccses 6 9,905 500 
PAO yy. SUV cesnsiotso See 9 21,387 Paks 
SHO ay GUO U sn sngootdeoan. 5 16,6932 alee ee 
4 OO NS 5000 eter etree: 2 9,247 2 er 
ODO Lee ee OU0 secant oth 3 18,006 ; 
PEs Oe Ae SOM OWE OR cep. sonene 3 25,099 5, 150 
Over 10,000 acres..........6 3 40;673°: eee 
Total Private Holdings .... 174 233,320 7,654 
Holdings consisting of 
Crown Lands only ....... Gy) |}. Papeseoee 4,360 
ANG Vian gte neonneuannennnes 180 233,320 12,014 


1134. Mr. Drwnmond,] There seems to have been a very 
big increase in the three years ir the production of cheese. 
In 1920 it was 123,268 ib and in 1922 it was 217,165 ib? 
—It is not usual to give evidence of individual holdings, 
but the increase is due to the operations of a cheese 
factory. 


1135. Chatrman.| That is north of the river?—Yes. It 
is 17 miles from the Ganmain railway station and within 
12 miles of this line. Whether they cross the river or not 
I do not know. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


RAILWAY FROM WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN. 


REPORT. 


Tae PARLIAMENTARY STANDING CoMMITTEE oN PuBLIC Works, appointed during 


the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act 
of 1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works: Election Enablivg Act of 1922 (18 George V, No. 19), to whom was 
referred for consideration and report “ the expediency of constructing a line of 
Railway from Wyalong towards Condobolin,” have after due inquiry resolved 
that it is expedient the proposed railway be constructed ; and in accordance 
with subsection (d) of clause 84 of the Public Works Act of 1912, report their 
resolution to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. The official records of the agitation for the construction of a railway from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin, the object of which is to serve country lying between 
the Parkes-Condobolin, Forbes-Stockinbingal, and Wyalong-Cudgellico lines, show 
that ten years ago the then Minister for Public Works (the Hon. A. Griffith) decided 
that a line from Ungarie to Condobolin should be submitted to the consideration of 
the Committee, and stated that when the proposal was being investigated it would 
be open to the advocates of other routes to place their views before that body. Four 
years later a survey was made and an estimate prepared of a line from Ungarie to 
Condobolin, but on receipt of the Railway Commissioners’ report thereon the 
proposal was ordered to stand over for the time being. 

A deputation waited upon the Minister (the Hon. R. T. Ball, M.L.A.) in 
1919, and urged the construction of a line from Wyalong to Condobolin, and 
received a reply to the effect that if in office in the incoming Parliament he would 
submit the proposal, when those who advocated alternative lines from Ungarie and 
Barmedman to Condobolin would have an oppertunity of placing their case before 
the Committee. 

A few months Jater a deputation representing the Wamboyne and Lake Cowal 
Railway Leagues interviewed the succeeding Minister (the Hon. J. Estell, M.D.C.) 
and suggested that if the Government could not construct the whole lengthy! 
67 miles from Wyalong to Condobolin at once, it would be of great benefit if th 
first 25 miles were constructed. The Minister stated that he would have a trial 
survey made, and that if the report was favourable the matter would be referred to 
the consideration of the Committee. Owing, however, to a reduction of the Estimates, 
funds were not available at this time for a survey. 


Subsequently communications were received from the local members; the 
Wamboyne Railway League; the Lachlan District Farmers and Settlers Association, 
West Wyalong; and the Ungarie and Euglo Railway Leagues, asking that the 
survey be made as promised. ‘The Wyalong—Condobolin Railway League also 
wrote, offering to pay half the cost of survey and arrange for a loan of £165,008 to 
enable the Government to construct the first section of the line, say 35 miles. A 
further deputation waited on the Minister (the Hon. R. T. Ball, M.A.) in 1922 
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to urge the construction of the line. It was represented that construction would 
mean the opening up of thousands of acres of Crown lands, besides several large 
holdings within 15 miles of the route which could be obtained for closer settlement. 
Reference was also made to the suitability of the country for wheat growing, to the 
difficulties wheat farmers had to contend with owing to lack of transport facilities, 
and to the fact that in some cases the value of one-third of a crop had to go for 
carriage alone. It was stated that there were seventy-four occupied holdings, 
varying from 800 to 60,000 acres, which were over 15 miles from any line. It 
was also pointed out that the line would be of immense value to the State by 
connecting the Wyalong—Cudgellico with the Condobolin—Broken Hill railway 
system, and that if constructed there would be greatly increased settlement and | 
production. 

Replying to the deputation the Minister referred to the shortage of funds 
for survey purposes, but said he hoped to be able to get over the difficulty by having 
a trial survey or an exploration made upon which he would ask the Railway 
Commissioners for a statutory report. The report was asked for, and at the same 
time it was suggested that the Commissioners might arrive at an approximate 
estimate of the cost based upon an exploration survey. 

At later dates, August and October, 1922, deputations from Barmedman 
and Ungarie waited upon the Minister, asking that when railway proposals in the 
district were being placed before the Committee the question of the construction 
of a line from those townships should be considered. 

The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 
22nd November, 1922. 
THE PROPOSED LINE. 


2. The proposed railway commences at the western end of West Wyalong 
station at 346 miles 20 chains from Sydney, and proceeds in a north-easterly direction 
for about 15 miles, passing west of White Tank ; thence the line runs northerly, crosses 
Sandy Creek, and passes about 2 miles east of Billy’s Look-out, near the crossing of 
Billy’s Look-out Creek at about 365 miles; thence it curves north-westerly and 
runs almost parallel to the western shore of Lake Cowal at an average distance of 
about 43 miles, and terminates at 379 miles 20 chains from Sydney. ‘The works 
are light. 


ESTIMATED COST, REVENUE, AND EXPENDITURE. 


3. Theestimated cost of a single line, 33 miles in length, with a ruling grade 
of 1 in 110, and the sharpest curve of 20 chains radius, is £158,400, or £4,800 
per mile. 

The estimate is an approximate one only, as no survey of the line has been 
made, and is based upon a sum of £300 per mile less than the line from 
Barmedman to Rankin’s Springs. 

The estimated annual expenditure is £18,000, including £8,712 interest at 
5+ per cent. on the cost of construction, and £4,288 working expenses. 

The estimated annual revenue is £9,000, leaving a difference of £4,000. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


4. In submitting their statutory report, the Railway Commissioners expressed 
the opinion that the district and settlement concerned could be adequately served 
by the construction ofa line for a distance of 33 miles, or about half the length of 
the original proposal from Wyalong to Condobolin. ‘The exploration survey 
disclosed that practically a surface line could be obtained. 

Eliminating that portion of the settlement served by the Cudgellico line, 
and taking a 12-mile radius, the area to be served by the proposed line of 38 miles 
embraces 133 land-holders with an aggregate of about 500,000 acres of freehold 
land, in addition to which there are approximately 100,000 acres of Crown lands to 
be benefited, a portion of the latter having already been designed by the Lands 
Department for closer settlement. Included in this area of Crown lands there are 
21,000 acres of State forests timbered chiefly with white pine of good milling 
quality at present too far distant from rail to be operated:upon. The freehold land 
of 00,000 acres is of good red soil quality, lightly timbered with box, pine, yarran, 
and belar, and mostly ringbarked for years, and could therefore be cleared for 
cultivation at a minimum cost per acre. De 


Vil 


The suggested line will have an influence beyond the 12-mile radius 
mentioned, but the latter has been adopted as a basis for consideration. 


At present (1922) there are 34,000 acres under crop in addition to 16,000 now 
cleared and.ready for the plough, but the bulk of this is within 20 miles of an 
existing railway-station, and it is claimed that the lack of development of the good 
land beyond this limit is due to the long road haulage and costs of cartage for 
wheat. 

If settlement upon and cultivation of the whole of the suitable land available 
could be assured, the extension is one that would prove ultimately advantageous to 
the State; but though much new mileage has been constructed in the interval, the 
acreage under cultivation for wheat is less now than in the year 1916. 


AREA TO BE SERVED. 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 


5. The area embraced in a 12-mile radius on either side of the proposed line 
consists principally of red and chocolate soil, suitable for agriculture, and is well 
settled throughout. Mallee and box prevail 12 miles from Wyalong and continue 
to Lake Cowal and Humbug Creek, merging into undulating country, upon which 
large areas of wheat have “been grown. For some miles “beyond the proposed 
terminus, rich chocolate and red soil, without variation, and in places extensively 
cultivated, continues until country liable to flood from the Lachlan River is 
reached. 


Upon Lake Cowal resumption of 52,000 acres, 55 farmers have been settled 
during the last 10 years on areas averaging 716 acres. Here, much work in 
clearing, fallowing, and production has been carried out. ‘The country, generally, 
has .been well improved by means of fencing, netting, tank sinking, &c., and large 
portions are ready for burning-off and ploughing, 


At Wamboyne, near the terminal point, where there is considerable settle- 
ment, the holders of land are engaged in wheat production under disadvantageous 
conditions on account of distance from railway communication. 


The district is stated to be almost free from noxious weeds and animals. 
Strong measures have been adopted against rabbits, and it is claimed that with 
the exception of a few small patches of country, the district, practically, is free 
from the pest. On a few of the holdings, stinkwort and Bathurst burr are to be 
seen; but the Noxious Weeds Act is being rigidly enforced, and farmers who did 
not destroy their pests last year were promptly summoned. 


Water is obtained chiefly by the construction of tanks. The country has 
good holding capacity, although there are places where the soil is not too retentive. 
At the same time, on reasonably-sized holdings, except in isolated instances, good 
holding ground may be found. 


Although the climatic conditions of the area, from the point of view of 
rainfall, are not so good as those between Temora and Wyalong, according to the 
information supplied the Committee by the District Surveyor, who has had 
experience of the country affected for the last thirty years, the 12-mile area on 
either side of the proposed line and an equal distance beyond, offer as good a 
prospect for the successful cultivation of wheat as the district referred to. 


~LanpDs INFORMATION. 


Within a radius of 12 miles on each side of the proposed line and equi-distant 
between it and the existing line from Wyalong to Lake Cudgellico, there is an area 


of 447,800 acres, including alienated, reserved, leased, and Grew lands, distributed 
as follows :— 


Alienated lands ... ee Des Fo o91:300 acres. 
Reserved lands ... oe ea Ae OBO ee. 
Leased lands sag ms ma ere | 60,0001, 
Crown lands ay ey eet .. 980,400 
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In addition to the above are 79,200 acres of reserved lands held under lease 
and occupation licenses. forest 


75€ 


756 


Vill 


Forest Reserves. 


Eleven Forest Reserves and part of three others, with an aggregate area of 
31,000 acres—19,900 of which are held under lease—are within the affected area, 
Thirteen of the reserves have been dedicated as State Forests. ‘lhe country 
ecnerally is level to slightly undulating, and is intersected by a few stony ridges, 
‘‘here is no permanent natural water supply. The soil is red sandy loam with a 
little clav, and is generally suitable for grazing or agriculture. The timber consists 
of pine, box, ironbark, oak, yarran, gum, belar, myall, budda, wilga and currajong, 
with patches of mallee and wattle scrub. There is a good prospective value for 
pine, small value for ironbark and box, and the remainder of the timber is of no 
commercial value. 


Improvement Leases. 


Six Improvement Leases and part of two others have a total area of 28,800 
acres, of which 25,500 acres are covered by reserves. ‘These leases have from one 
to thirteen years to run. 

. Scrub Leases. ° 

There are six Scrub Leases, three of which are only partly within the area 
to be served, with a total acreage of 17,100 acres, of which 16,400 are covered by 
reserves. One of these leases, of 3,200 acres, was surrendered in August, 1922, and 
an occupation permit was issued in lieu thereof; there are, therefore, only five 
Scrub Leases left to deal with as such. One lease has a tenure of twenty-one, and 
the remaining four of twenty-eight years; the surrendered lease has a tenure of five 
years, and has four and a half years more to run. The remainder have from four to 
twelve years to run. The rents range from ld. to 33d. per acre. The rental of the 
Occupation Permit is 4d. per acre. 


Closer Neltlement Area. 


The area influenced by the construction of the proposed line contains within 
its limits the “Summervale ”’ Closer Settlement Purchase Area, of 3,133 acres, 
acquired by the Government under the Promotion Provisiens Act, 1918, on 19th - 
March, 1920, for the sum of £6,268, and subdivided into two farms, which were 
applied for and allotted by the Minister, the disposal price being £1 19s. 11d. per 
acre, and £3,131 per farm. 


Unalienated Lands. 

There is an area, 101,600 acres, of unalienated Crown lands, divided as 
follows :—20,809 of reserved lands not held under any tenure, other than annual 
tenure; 85,400 of Crown lands held under Occupation license; and 45,900 held 
under inconyertible leases. 


Rainfall, 
The average annual rainfall on the affected area is about 172 inches. 


STATISTICAL. 


The areas from which statistics have been obtained within a radius of 
12 miles of the proposed line, and equi-distant between the proposed and existing 
lines, include portions of the Wyalong, Marsden, Ungaric, and Warroo Police Patrol 
Districts. 

The number of holdings in these districts, both in 1919-20 and 1921-22, was 
123—G67 private and 56 Crown; and during the period mentioned the total area 
cultivated increased from 26,468 to 32,659 acres. In1919—-20 there were 23,266 acres 
under wheat, and owing to drought the return—7,740 bushels—was a failure. In 
the following year, however, from 25,620 acres a crop of 489,872 bushels—an 
average of 174 bushels—was obtained. In 1921-22, 29,280 acres placed under 
wheat yielded 409,254 bushels, an average of 14 bushels. 

_ for the three previous years—1916-17 to 1918-19—the total areas under 
grain were: 21,999, 21,885, and 24,943 acres respectively, returning 111, 144, and 
63 bushels respectively. 

There were 186,039 sheep in the districts mentioned in 1920, and 212,631 in 
1922; 178,889 sheep, producing 1,266,958 lb. of greasy wool, were shorn in 1920, 
and 202,296 sheep produced 1,569,285 lb. in 1922. 

There was an increase in the butter production from 5,063 lb. in 1920 ta 
8,654 1b. in 1922, and of bacon from 100 to 2,910 lb. THE 
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THE INQUIRY AND EVIDENCE. 


6. The Committee’s inquiry has included inspections of the country to be 
served by the proposed line; also from Ungarie towards Condobolin, Condobolin to 
Wamboyne, Barmedman to Wamboyne, and from Bogan Gate as far as the Lachlan 
River. Evidence was taken at each of the centres mentioned and in Sydney. 


Within the influence of the proposed line the area under crop, at the time of 
the Committee’s inquiry, was, according to local evidence, 16,900 out of 158,109 
acres in the Lake Cowal and Wamboyne districts; and 8,200 out of 287,800 acres 
in the Bena and Manna districts. It is estimated that, with railway communication, 
the cropped areas will be increased to 52,000 and 130,000 acres respectively. 


The maximum haulage distance in the districts referred to is 25 to 85 miles; 
and naturally the settlers have emphasised the disabilities suffered in respect to long 
transport and cost thereof, and the consequent loss to the State by the hampering of 
production and development. It has been urged that benefit will be felt by the 
community generally by a reduction of cartage distance, and by relief to teams 
employed in the important work of fallowing. ‘The construction of the proposed 
line will reduce the present maximum haulage to between 7 and 12 miles, and the 
haulage costs of 2s. 1d. and 2s. 11d. to 93d. and 1s. 33d _ per bag. 


Within the area to be served wheat is not cultivated to anv great extent on 
account of distance from railway communication, and fallowing is not adopted except 
in isolated instances. 


Individual records of the wheat yield during the last five years show an 
average of 133 bushels to the acre without fallowing. During this period a drought 
was experienced i in 1919-20, and there were also dry seasons in 1918-19 and 1922-23 
when the returns were small. 


Expert evidence shows that flour milled from wheat cultivated on country 
the proposed line will serve is highty satisfactory as to quality and return of flour 
per bushel. ‘The heavy bearing varieties, which are numerous, are excellent from a 
milling point of view, and do not require strengthening with extra strong wheats, 
which are of low-yielding nature and therefore more expensive to produce. 


With regard to the suitability of the district for closer settlement, the attention 
of the Committee has been drawn to the Lake Cowal resumption area, 25 miles 
north-east of Wyalong. Excluding the resumption, and a small soldier settlement 
at Yarrabandi, the balance of the country lying within the 12-miles radius of the 
proposed line is held by ninety-five landowners with an average area of 7,000 acres, 
these figures being based on the assumption that the line will eventually ¢ eo throu ch 
to Condobolin. 


The Lake Cowal Settlement is at present partly served by the existing railway 
from Wyalong to Lake Cudgellico; and the evidence shows that when this area 
formed part of Lake Cowal Station it ran 25,000 sheep which, at to-day’s value, 
would be expected to return £12,500 annually, whereas the same area is now 
supporting fifty-five farmers and their families, whose holdings average 716 acres. 
Last year the settlement produced 63,000 bags of wheat valued at £51,950. These 
figures do not take into consideration hay cut for sale or for horse feed, nor do they 
include returns from sheep or cattle. 


SUGGESTED EXTENSIONS AND ALTERNATIVE ROUTE. 


WAMBOYNE TO CONDOBOLIN. 


‘The termiral point of the proposed line is practically midway between 
Weyalong and Condotlolin, and the question of its continuation to the latter town, 
vin Fuglo, has been brought: under the notice of the Committee. It is claimcd 
that the proposed line should be continued with a view to its ultimate linking up 
southern Riverina with the western railway system, 

WAMBOYXNE 
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WAMBOYNE TO BOGAN GATE. 


A further suggested extension is from Wamboyne to Bogan Gate or a point 
a few miles west of the town. There isa large area of country around Budgerri- 
bong and to the south of the Lachlan which will not be affected by the proposed 
line, and this portion of the district is stated to have been growing wheat for 
forty-eight consecutive years without fallowing. or the use of -fertilisers with the 
best results. It is claimed that the whole of the district likely to be served by 
the suggested extension is suitable for wheat-growing, the only exception being the 
river flats, which are adapted to the growth of lucerne. 


BARMEDMAN TO WAMBOYNE. 


An alternative route, submitted by the Barmedman Railway League, 
branches from the former town in a north-easterly direction until it reaches a point 
almost equi-distant between the existing lines to Lake Cudgellico and Stockinbingal, 
where it veers to the north-west as far as Wamboyne. 


The estimated length is 40 miles. It has been submitted that the adoption 
of this route is necessary inasmuch as at Barmedman a depét must soon be 
established for the working of the Rankin’s Springs line, and this would. be avail- 
able for working the alternative line long before its construction was completed ; 
further, that it will serve an area of 307,200 acres of country which, with modern 
methods of farming, would give an average wheat yield of 173 bushels to the acre. 


The evidence shows that in the Barmedman district thirty years ago the cost 
of carrying wheat up to 40 miles was Is. 6d. per bag, but owing to the cutting down 
of reserves and travelling stock routes, bullock teams have been driven off the roads, 
and conveyance by teamsters has practically ceased. As a result the zone for 
profitable private wheat carriage has gradually contracted to 10 miles, and further 
contraction to 7 or 8 miles is setting in. 


Included in the area to be served there are, it is stated, 38,250 acres of Stute 
forest consisting principally of pine, box, and bull oak, and 86,920 acres of Crown 
lands. The large estates suitable for subdivision within the influence of the 
alternative route vary from 6,000 to 60,000 acres, and total 286,700 acres. It is 
admitted: however, that of this area only 65,000 acres will net be affected by the 
proposed line from Wyalong. 

The Committee have given consideration to the alternative proposal and 
have decided that in view of the fact that the whole of the country not within the 
influence of existing lines will be served by the proposed line from Wyalong, which 
will be of 7 miles shorter length, it is not expedient to recommend its co~struction 


UNGARIE TO CONDOBOLIN. 


The construction of a line from Ungarie to Condobolin, referred to in another 
portion of this report, can only be considered as an independent proposal. 


CONCLUSION, 


8. The zone of influence of the proposed line includes an area of 500,000 acres 
of freehold, consisting of good red soil, and 100,000 acres of Crown land, portion of 
which has been designed by the Lands Department for closer settlement. ‘he 
freehold is in the hands of 183 holders, and it is anticipated that when the 
proposed line is constructed, subdivision and closer settlement will follow, thus 
increasing the area under crop, and contributing largely to railway earnings. In 
addition, revenue should be obtained from the carriage of marketable timber, 
inasmuch as the Crown lands include several thousand acres of State forests of 
excellent pine of commercial valuc, at present inconvenicntly situated for removal 
to a railway. 


Although the zone of influence kas been limited to 12 miles, there is no 
doubt that in view of the configuration of the country, it will extend some miles 
beyond this distance. In estimating the traffic revenue, the development in 
agriculture as the result of the construction of the Temora-Barmedman and the 

. Temora- 
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Temora-Barellan lines has been considered. The former in 1906 showed a profit of 
£1,000, after which the results were so satisfactory as to cause the returns to be 
discontinued, and the railway to be eliminated from the list of non-paying lines. 
In the case of the Temora-Barellan extension, the years 1918, 1919, and 1920 show 
a profit of £1,726, £4,578, and £3,200 respectively. From the two lines mentioned, 
between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 bags of wheat were carried during the 1921 season, 
the principal trucking stations being :— ' 


Barmedman oe ae, aa 684,413 
Wyalong ... rr es ae 544,975 
Ariah Park oe ay wh 569,442 
Ardlethan ... ae ie neh 546,011 
Barellan ... ie 494,713 


The proposed line passes through country almost similar to that served by 
the railways mentioned ; and there appears to be every justification for the opinion 
that the expectation of the Railway Department in regard to the estimated revenue, 
which is more than double the estimated working expenses, will be realised, and 
eventually exceeded. 


RESOLUTION PASSED. 
9. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from their Minutes of Proceedings. 


Mr. Drummond moved :—‘ That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed 


railway from Wyalong towards Condobolin, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, 
be constructed.” 


Mr. Mahony seconded the motion, which was passed. 
Wire lee DEC Ke 
Chairman. 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
} 3 August, 1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY SPANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


—<—_—— - ———.. 


RAILWAY FROM WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN. 


WEDNESDA Y, 6 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present: — 
THe Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHamman), 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manoxy., 


Franers MicnarLt Burke, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drusmonn, Esa. 


yy e ° . . . . . . 
The Committee considered the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong towards Condobolin 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under-Secretary, Department of 
Public Works, sworn and examined :— 


1, Chairman. |] Will you read the official statement respect- 
ing the proposed railway ’—Yes. It is as follows :— 


ProposepD Ra LWAY FROM WyALoNnG TOWARDS CoNDOBOLIN. 

Estimated cost, £158,400; or £4,800 per mile exclusive of land 
and compensation. 

Length 33 miles ; ruling grade 1 in 110; sharpest curve 20 chains 
radius, 

On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways movel in the Legislative Assembly ‘ That 
it be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works to consider and report upon the expediency of constructing 
a line of railway from Wyalong towards Condobolir.” 

Question resolved in the aftirmative. 

Following is the official description of the line : —This proposed 
railway commences at the western end of West Wyalong station at 
346 miles 20 chains from Sydney, and proceeds in a north-easterly 
direction for about 15 miles, passing west of White Tank ; thence 
the line runs northerly, crosses Sandy Creek, and passes about 2 
miles east of Billy’s Look-out, near the crossing of Billy’s Look-out 
Creek at about 365 miles ; thence it curves north-westerlv and runs 
almost parallel to the western shore of Lake Cowal at an average 
distance of about 44 miles, and terminates at 379 miles 20 chains 
from Sydney. ‘The works are light. 

The Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report is dated 12th 
October, 1922, and is as follows :— 


ProposeD RAILway rrom WYALONG TOWARDS CoNDOBOLIN. 
In accordance with the request of the Honorable the Minister for 
Public Works and Railways, and in pursuance of the provisions of 
the Public Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners beg to subinit their 
report on the abovementioned proposal. 
The financial prospects of the coinection are as under:— <£ 


Estimated cost of construction .....c.cccccccceccaccecceceeee 158,400 
Estimated annual expenditure— 
Interest on cost of construction (£158,400) £ 
SPE TWEY CONG. 5 re Peanuts tes neki Gian es Pihiee 
BYOEMING GRDCHSCS) 5. i.) acheccessvesdohecssvecs 4,288 
— 13,060 
RN NEI cn ida vsitcw 0 sev vcedavnivn vehuibanandon 9,000 
| DS WRRSUYSUTRS Sk Aer See a oS gin at cee Dei A £4,000 


The Commissioners are of the opinion that the district and settle- 
ment concerned in this propisal could be adequately served by the 
construction of a line for a distance of 33 miles, or about half the 
length of the original proposal from Wyalong to Condobolin, and the 
estimate | cost for this portion amounts to £158,400. The explora- 
tion survey discloses that practically a surface line can be obtained 
wit a ruling gradient of 1 in 110 compet sated for curvature. 

_ Eliminatins that portion of the settlement served by the Cargelligo 
line, and then taking a 12-mile radius, the area to be scrved by the 
posed line of 33 miles embraces 133 land-holders with an aggrezate 


+ 8945—A 


of about 500,000 acres of freehold lanl, in addition to which there 
are approximately 190,090 acres of Crown lands to be benefited, a 
portion of the latter having alreuly been designed by the Lands 
Department for closer settlement. Included in this area of Crown 
lands there are 21,000 acres of State forests timbere 1 chiefly with 
white pine of good milling quality at present too far distant from 
rail to be operated upon. ‘The freehold land of £00,000 ac-es ‘s of 
good red soil qnality lightly timbered with box, pine, yarran, and 
belar, and mostly ringbarked for years, and could therefore be 
cleared for cultivation at a minimum cost per acre. 

The suggeited line would have an influence beyond the 12-mile 
radius mentioned, but the latter has been adopted as a basis fur 
consideration. 

At present there are 31,000 acres under crop in addition to 16,009 
now cleared anl ready for the plough, bat the bulk of this is within 
20 miles of an existing railway-station, and it is claimed that the 
lack of development of the good Jand beyond this limit is due to 
the long road haulage and costs of cartage for wheat. 

If settlement upon and cultivation of the whole of the suitable 
land available could be assured, the extension is one that would 
prove ultimately advantageous to the State; but though much new 
mileage has been constructed in the interval, the acreage under 
cultivation for wheat is less now than in the year 1916. 


The Common Seal of the Railway) 
Commissioners for New South 
Wales was hereunto affixed 
the 12th day of October, One 


JAMES FRASER. 
J. H. Cann, 


(L.S.) 


thousand nine hundrid and 

twenty-two, in the presence 

of — ) 
W. Jxo. Morris, Secretary. 


The object of this proposal is to serve a stretch of country lying 
between the Parkes-Condobolin, Forbes-Stockinbingal and W yalong- 
Cargelligo lines. Three routes have been suggested by represen- 
tative settlers, viz. :— 


Ungarie towards Condob lin 43 miles, 
Wyalong towards Condobolin 60 miles. 
Barmedman towards Condobolin 79 miles. 


In 1912 the Minister (Mr. Griffith) decided that the Ungarie- 
Cond >bolin line should be submitted to the Public Works Committee, 
and the Hon. T. Brown, M.L.A., was then informed that when the 
proposal was being investigated it would be open for the advocates 
of the other routes to place their views before the Committee. 

A survey was made and estimate prepared of the Ungarie-Con- 
cobolin line, and a statutory report obtained from the Railway 
Commissioners (15th September, 1916). The length was 45 miles, and 
the estimated cost £194,C00; the annual expenditure was estimated 
at £15,039, and the annual revenue £9,000—a differ: nce of £6,059. 
The land throughout the whoie of the arev served—roughly 
1,056,000 acres~ was stated to be suitable for closer settlement. 

Reference was made by the Commissioners to the other proposals to 
connect with Condobolin and to a scheme to run a railway down the 
south side of the Lachlan River to be considered in ec nuection with 
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Witness—T. B. Cooper, 6 December, 1922. 


the irrigation of the Lachlan. It was also intimated that if the 
railway should be referred to the Public Works Committee a definite 
recommendation as to how the country could be best served would 
be made by the Commissioners after viewing the evidence submitted 
to that body. On receipt of the Commissioners’ report, the Minister 
(Mr. Cann) decided that the proposal would have to stand over for 
the time being (20/9/16). 

In March, 1919, a deputation, consisting of Messrs. E A. 
Buttenshaw, M.L.A., R. Wilson, 8S. Ludlow, C. West, and R. M. 
Moore, waited on the then Minister (Mr. Ball) to urge*the construc- 
tion of a line of railway from Wyalong to Condobolin. It was 
stated by the deputation that the proposed line from Wyalong would 
pass through the centre of a rich agricultural district, whereas the 
alternative lines from Ungarie or Barmedman would touch country 
which was more suitable for grazing purposes. In his reply, Mr. 
Ball stated that if in office in the incoming Parliament he would 
submit the Wyalong-Condobolin proposal to the Public Works 
Committee, when those who advocated the Ungarie and Barmedman 
proposals would have an opportunity of placing their case before the 
Committee. 


In October, 1920, a deputation representing the Wamboyne and 
Lake Cowal Railway Leagues, and introduced by Mr. Buttenshaw, 


M.L A., waited on the succeeding Minister (Mr. Estell) to urge the 


construction of the line from Wyalong to Condobolin. 


Mr. 8S. Wilson (Lake Cowal Railway League) said that he had 
resided in the district for 34 years. He knew the soil would grow 
wheat ; it would also grow lucerne. The country was all grey box, 
bull oak, and pine, which was the best wheat-growing land, and the 
average rainfall was 17°18 inches. He favoured starting from 
Wyalong ; thence to Girdler’s Tank ; then due north on to some of 
their freehold land which they were exchanging with the Crown ; 
through West’s property of 11,000 or 12,000 acres ; then through 
many miles of good country until within 10 miles of Condobolin, 
when they came to the Lachlan River frontage. There were 54 
small settlers on the land resumed from Lake Cowal, and the 
Government thought so much of the land that they made the areas 
only from 660 acres to 1,000 acres. These areas, however, were not 
large enough without railway connection. 


Mr, 8. Ludlow pointed out that if it were definitely known what 
route the line would take it would give the settlers encouragement 
to get to work and make the line a paying proposition from the 
beginning. 

Mr. C. West said that he had 1,300 acres under crop in 1920, and 
on a previous occasion he had had as much as 2,500 acres. He had 
5,000 acres of land cleared, but owing to the high cost of transport 
and wages it did not pay him to putit under crop. If the line were 
constructed it would mean the provision of farms for hundreds of 
men, He was prepared to cut up his land or put it under wheat 
with share farmers. 


Mr. Buttenshaw, M.L.A., suggested that if the Government 
could not construct the whole length of 67 miles to Condobolin at 
once it would be a great benefit to have the first 25 miles con- 
structed. 

Mr. Estell, in reply, said the deputation had made out a good 
case. He would have a trial survey made, and if the report were 
favourable he would refer the matter to the Public Works Com- 
mittee. 


Owing to the reduction of the Estimates, however, funds were 
not at at that time available for the survey of the proposed line. 


Subsequently communications were received through the local 
members (Messrs. Buttenshaw, Flannery, and Grimm, Ms.L A.) 
from the Euglo Railway League (Mr. W. H. Golding, Hon, 
Secretary), the Wamboyne Railway League (Mr. 8S. Ludlow, Hon. 
Secretary), the Lachlan District Farmers and Settlers’ Association, 
West Wyalong (Mr. W. V. Bartram, Hon. Secretary), and the 
Ungarie Railway League (Mr. J, A. McWilliams, Hon. Secretary), 
urging that the survey of the line be made as promised. The 
Wyalong-Condobolin Railway League (Mr. L. -Wilson, Hon. 
Organiser) also wrote offering to pay half the cost of survey and 
arrange for a loan of £165,000 to enable the Government to con- 
struct the first section of the line—say, 35 miles. 


On 7th July, 1922, a deputation waited on the Minister (Mr. 
Ball) to urge the construction of the Wyalong-Condobolin Railway. 
Included in the deputation were Messrs. E. A. Buttenshaw, M. M. 
Flannery, and A. H. Grimm, Ms.L.A., S. Wilson (Lake Cowal 
Railway League), S. Ludlow (Wamboyne Railway League), W. 
Golding (Euglo Railway League), A. Manning (Million Farms 
Movement), and others. Hon. W, E. Wearne M.L.A., Minister 
for Lands, was also present. 


Mr. Buttenshaw said the line would open up some thousands of 
acres of Crown land besides several large holdings within 15 miles of 
the route, which could be obtained for clos2r settlement purposes. 
He suggested a deviation towards Wamboyne, near Lake Cowal. 

Mr. F. Wilson spoke of the suitability of the country for wheat- 
growing, and suggested that the line be deviated to the east of 
Billy’s Look-ou', where it would go through good country which 
would give 12 bags in an ordinary season. By going to the east of 
Manna the line would be within touch of exceedingly rich country 
at Waroo, and would serve a people who to-day are absolutely lost 
for want of railway connection. 

Mr. Ludlow referred to the difficulties wheat-growers had to 
contend with cwing to the lack of transport facilities. He had had 
to pay 2s 1d. a bag for cartage in addition to the price of the bag 
and sewing, which was equal to 1s. a bushel. Actually one-third 
of his crop had to go for carriage alone. If the line were built the 
area under cultivation would be doubled. There were 100,000 acres 
of Crown lands; also there were several stations which the line 
would traverse which could either be acquired by the Government 
or the owners would subdivide themselves. 

Mr. Fitzgerald said that at present there were 74 holdings 
occupied, varying from 800 to 60,000 acres, which were over 15 
miles from any line, and there was room for as many more if they 
had a railway. For every 100 bags of wheat which he grew it cost 
him £10 to deliver it. 

Mr. Golding said he had to cart his wheat 26 miles to Condobolin 
and it cost him 3s. 4d. per bag for carriage alone. 

Mr. Manning said the line would be of immense value to the State 
by connecting the Wyalong-Cargelligo system with the Condobolin- 
Broken Hill system. The line would pass through first-class wheat 
land, and if constructed there would be greatly increased settlement 
and production. 

Messrs. Grimm and Flannery, Ms. L.A., Mooney, and others also 
spoke in support of the proposed railway. 

Mr. Ball, in his reply, referred to the shortage of funds for survey 
purposes, aid stated that he hoped to be able to get over the diffi- 
culty by having a trial survey or an exploration made, upon which 
he would ask the Railway Commissioners for a Statutory Report, so 
that then the proposal could be referred to the Public Works Com- 
mittee. No doubt the Committee would have to inquire into the 
alternative routes. The policy of the Government to-day was to 
put as many settlers on the country as possible, and at the same 
time to give existing settlers means of communication with the 
markets. 

The Railway Commissioners were then asked by direction of the 
Minister to furnish a Statutory Report on the line, At the same 
time it was suggested that the Commissioners might arrive at an 
approximate estimate of the cost, based upon an exploration survey. 

On 25th August, 1922, a deputation from the Barmedman Railway 
League, including Messrs. T. Rowston, W. Cruickshank, and others 
waited on the Minister to urge the construction of a railway from 
Barmedman to Condobolin. It was stated by the deputation that a 
line from Barmedman would serve more country with a better rain- 
fall than one from Ungarie or Wyalong. Mr. Ball, ia his reply, 
said that the Public Works Committee could be asked to take 
evidence in regard to this proposal at the same time that they were 
inquiring into the Wyalong towards Condobolin line. 

On 3lst October, 1922, the Ungarie-Condobolin Railway League 
(Mr. James Knight, Ungarie, Hon. Secretary) wrote asking that 
when railway proposals in the district were being placed before the 
Public Works Committee, the question of a line from Ungarie to 
Condobolin be included, and that inquiries be held by the Committee 
in the different centres concerned. 


2. In your statement I notice the following paragraph :— 


It was also intimated that if the railway should be referred to 
the Public Works Committee a definite recommendation as to how 
the country could be best served would be made by the Commis- 
sioners after viewing the evidence submitted to that body. 

Who intimated that !—That is a quotation from the Rail- 
way Commissioners’ Statutory Report of 15th September, 
1916. 

3. That is for a line 45 miles in length as against the 
proposal before the Committee for a railway 33 miles long? 
— Yes. 

4, What was the reason of the alteration !—The Railway 
Commissioners deemed, after consideration, that the whole 
area can be as well served by the proposal now put forward 
as by the longer one. 
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MONDAY, 11 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Wresent:— 
Tur Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 


Francis Micrau 


The Hon. Ropert Manoxy. 


L Burke, Esq. 


— 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong toward 
Condobolin, 


George Benjamin Marshall, Surveyor, Department of 
Railways, sworn, and examined :— 


5. Chairman.) Have you any ofticial work to do in con- 
nection with the proposed railway from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin ‘—I made the exploration, and my report is as 
follows :— 


According to your instructions of 3lst instant I have examined 
the above proposed deviation, 

Length.—The length of the deviation via Wamboyne from West 
Wyalong will be 53 miles to junction with original route, making 
the proposed deviation about 5 miles longer, 

Character of Country.—The country passed through is undulating 
in places, but mostly flat, suitable for wheat-growing, being of a very 
rich character. It is of ared chocolate soil, and lightly timbered 
with box, pine, yarran, and belar, a good deal of which is ring- 
barked and ready to be burnt off for cultivation. 

Grades.—After going over the route the line has been roughly 
graded at places where there appeared to be some difficulty in 
obtaining the required grade, and from levels taken I found that 
almost a surface line can be obtained running through the hills, and 
uniformity runs throughout the entire route, using about 20 chains 
curves with a minimum grade of 1 in 110 compensated. 

Water Courses.-There are no watercourses of any importance to 
cross on the route, the largest being Tea Tree Creek and Sandy 
Creek. 

Route.—If this deviation via Wamboyne is constructed it will 
run through the middle of the wheat belt, embracing a much larger 
area of rich wheat land, 

The new proposal would branch off from West Wyalong Station 
the same as the original route keeping to the west of ‘‘ White 
Tank” and avoiding valuable resumptions. The line would then 
run in a direct line north-easterly for 154 miles, keeping to the east 
of ‘‘Billy’s Look-out.” Thence running northerly for 5 miles to a 
saddle in the hills on portion 26 crossing T.8.R. 2963A. 

From here the line bears in a north-westerly direction for 7 miles, 
passing through a low part of the hills which is the water-shed 
between Lake Cowal and the Humbug Creek. Thence it runs more 
westerly for 54 miles running through the south-west corner of Mr. 
Ludlow’s portion 18, avoiding the ridges lying to the north. The 
deviation would then run in a northerly direction for 12 miles 
skirting hills which are located on its eastern side till crossing 
corner of portion 2 of Moonbe resumed area, parish of Weelah. 

Then the line continues north-westerly crossing en route the main 
road from Humbug Creek to the Lachlan River until it joins the 
original exploration by Mr. Jamieson on portion 58, Borambil 
Holding, parish of Ilgindrie. 

(Signed) G. B. MARSHALL. 

To Engineer for Railways and Tramway Surveys,’ 

15/9/22. 

I might mention that I merely reported upon the line up 
to a certain point, because the route had been explored 
previously by Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Jamieson. 

_ 6, What distance did you go beyond the 33 miles 
mentioned in the Railway Commissioners’ report !—It is 
53 miles to the junction with the line explored by Mr. 
Jamieson, which is about 10 miles from Condobolin. 

7. The Railway Commissioners stated that this district 
would be adequately served by the construction of a line 
for a distance of 33 miles, or about half the length of the 
original proposal from Wyalong to Condobolin. Does your 
report include only that 33 miles, or further on !—My 
report covers the whole distance to within about 10 miles 
of Condobolin. 

8. Your report deals with the whole line to within 10 
miles of Condobolin, and includes the deviation towards 
the points you have mentioned ?—Yes. 

9. The object of the deviation is to get more into the 
centre of the good agricultural country ’/—Yes. 

10. Leaving out that portion of the country already 
served by the Wyalong line, and taking the remainder of 
the district, say, up to within 33 miles from Wyalong, 
what proportion of the country 12 miles on either side of 
of the proposed railway is suitable for agricultural settle- 
ment !—Seventy-five per cent. of it, 


11. What is the remaining 25 per cent. suitable for ?— 
For grazing. To within 10 miles of the end of the line it is 
beautiful chocolate country, but when you reach the 
Lachlan River you get into the black soil country. 

12. Another paragraph in the Railway Commissioners’ 
report reads : 

If settlement upon and cultivation of the whole of the suitable 
land could be secured, the extension is one that would prove 
ultimately advantageous to the State. 

From your observations of the country you explored, did 
you find any disposition on the part of the landowners to 
go in for agriculture 1—They seem to go in for nothing else 
but wheat. 

13. Do you know anything of the history of their 
operations ; do you know whether they have been success- 
ful or not?—From the look of their holdings they appear 
to have been very successful. 

14, Mr. Mahony.| What is the distance from Ungarie 
to the proposed line !—About 24 miles straight across. 

15. Mr. Burke.| What is the distance from Ungarie to 
the Forbes line ?—About 50 miles. 

16. Is the land on either side of the proposed railway 
good agricultural country /—Yes. 

17. What kind of country is it north of the proposed 
line !—Good, except where it is subject to flood from the 
Lachlan River ?!—The flooded area is not suitable for 
agriculture, but it is good grazing country. 

18. In your opinion it is all good country on either side 
of the proposed railway ?—Yes, and a good way further on. 

19. If the proposed line is constructed it will serve the 
country about midway between Ungarie and the Forbes 
line ?~Yes, I do not think the line could be in a better 
position. 

20. Mr. Travers.| Would you say that the whole 
of the country between Ungarie and Lake Cowal is good 
agricultural country !— Yes. 

21. Is the better country situated closer to Lake 
Cowal? Except in the hills it is all good wheat country 
from Ungarie right up to the proposed line. 

24. Itis fairly level country?—It is practically level 
the whole way. 

23. Where does the farmer who now groes wheat at 
Lake Cowal take it to?—I do not know, but I think he 
would take it to Ungarie. The wheat from the country 
west of Wamboyne goes to Ungarie, 

24, Seeing that it is level country the bulk of it would 
be within: 20 miles of the existing railway, and would be 
very much better circumstanced than many other parts of 
the country ?—Yes. 

25. Would you say that the country to be served by 
the proposed railway is as good as the country between 
Ungarie and Monia Gap?—I think it is as good, if not 
better. 

26. Where does your deyiation start from ?—West. of 
Lake Cowal. The deviation is marked on the wall map. 

27. You explored the country to within 10 miles of 
Condoblin ?—I explored it to the flood area, which starts 
about 10 miles from Condobolin ? 

28. How far north of the 33 miles of line which the 
Railway Commissioners favour the construction of is the 
flooded area situated ?—Roughly speaking, about 15 miles, 
You strike the flooded country about 9 miles from Con- 
dobolin. aa 

29. Fifteen or 16 miles north of the terminus. o. ; the 
proposed line you strike the flooded country ?—Yes..- 
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Witness---G. B. Marshall, 11 December, 1922. 


30, Would the proposed railway serve the coun'ry on 
the east rn side of Like Cowal in the direction of Fourkes? 
—Yes. 

31. Ifa line is to be constructed to serve the co intry 
situated betwcen the Temora—L-ke Cargell'go railway on 
the one side and the Forbes-Stockinbingal line cn the 
other do you think the proposal before the Committee is 
the best that could be suggested ’—Yes. I might say 
that I have not seen much of the country east from 
Wamtoyne towards Forbes, and, therefore, cannot speak 
of it. 

32. The distance between Wyalong and the Forbes— 
Stockinb:ngal line is not more than 30 miles ?—Hardly 
that. 

33. So that that part of the country is pretiy well 
served by existing liues ?—Yes. 

34. Would you say that a line constructed from some 
point betwen Wyalong and Ungarie and running in the 
direction of Condololin or cast of Condubclin towards 
3ogan Gate vou'd divide the country better ?—I dare say 
it would be a very good proposal, 


35. I suppose it is rather early to say whether the 
construction of the railway from Wyalong to Lake 
Cargelligo has had any great influence in stimulating 
production on its eastern side ?—It has stimulated produc- 
tion greatly there. 

36. You say that wheat is grown right over towards 
Lake Cowal?—Yes. 

37. Chairman.] Three routes have been suggested to serve 
the stretch of country lying between the Parkes—Condobo- 
lin, the Forbes—Stockinbingal, and Wyalong-Cargelligo 
lines, the three routes being Ungarie towards Condobolin, 
Wyaleng towards Condobolin, and Barmedman towards 
Condobolin. Which of these three routes will, in your 
opinion, serve the largest area of good country ?—I should 
say the line from Wyalong towards Condobolin. 

38. Does the fact that you had to deviate a little to the 
east show that the best land is to be found in that 
dir. ction /— Yes. 

39. Are we to conclude that the proposed line will serve 
the largest area of good country !/—Yes, 


TUESDAY, 12 D 


ECEMBER, 1922.3 


Present :— 
Tue Hox. W. T. DICK (Cuatrmay), 


The JIon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Mauony. 


Francis Micuaet, Burke, Esq. | 
WinuiamM Cameron, Esa. 


D:vip Hexry Dreswmonp, Esa. 


The C mmitt.e farther considered the expediency of corstructing a line of Railway from Wyalong towards Condob_lin, 


Charles Austen Iiodg on, Chief Trafic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Railways, sworn and examined :— 


10 Chairman.) Have you prepared a stxtement with 
respect to this propocal!—Yes ; it reads as follows :-— 


Prorosep Ratitway FROM WyaLona To CoNDOBOLIN. 


The following is a copy of my report to the Commissioners dated 
12th October, 1922 :— 

With referenee to the enclosed papers, I have to report that my 
inquiries show that the district and settlement concerned in this 
proposal can be adequately served by the construction of a line for 
a clistance of 33 miles or about halt the length of the criginal pro- 
posal from Wyaloi g to Condobolin, and the ertimate of cost fur- 
nished by the Chief Fngineer for this portion amouuts to £168,400. 
The exploration survey disclosed that practically a sxrfaco line can 
be obtained with a ruling gradient of 1 in-110 compersa‘ed for 
curvature, 

Eliminating that portion of the settlement served ly the Car- 
gelligo line and then taking a 12-mile radius, the area to be served 
by the proposed line of 33 miles, embraces 133 land holders with an 
aggregate of about 509,000 acres cf freehold land, in addition to 
which there are approximately 100,000 acres of Crown Jands to be 
benefited, a portion of the latter having already been designed by 
the Lands Department for closer settlement. Included in this area 
of Crown lands there are 21,000 acres of State forests timbered 
chiefly with white pine of good milling quality at present too far 
distance from rail to be operated upou. The freehold land of 
500,000 acres is of good red soil quality lightly timbered with box, 
pine, yarran and belar and mostly ringbarked for years, and could 
therefore be cleared for cultivation at a minimum cost per acre. 

At present there are 34,000 acres unler crop in addition to 
16,009 now cleared and ready for the plough, but tae bulk of this 
is within 20 miles of an existing railway station, and it is claimel 
that the good land beyond this limit is handicapped by the long 
road haulage and costs of cartage for wheat. 


The suggested line would have an influence b-yond the 12 miles 
radius mentioned, but the latter has been adopted as a basis for 
consideration. 


We certainly have a very good guide to work upon in analysing 
the merits of this proposal in regard to probable development arising 
from subdivisions of private estates, as experience shows that in the 
case of the Temora-Barellan and the Temora-Barmedman and 
Wyalong lines subdivisions and increased cultivation took place 
immediately after rail communication had been extended to those 
plazes where the conditions at that time were very sim lar to those 
now applicab’e to the proposal under consideration, the principal 
points in its favour being comparatively cheap land in a high state 
of improvement readily available for the plough at a small expense, 
and asatisfactory rainfall. The development in agriculture. by the 
Temora-Barmedman-W ya!ong line resulted in that railway showing 
a profit of £1,009 in 1906, after which the results were so satisfactory 
as to cause the returns to be discontinued and eliminated from the 


fst of non-paying lines; and in regard to the Temora-Barellan 
extension it may be mentioned that in the years 1918, 1919, and 
1920 a profit of £1,726, £4,578, and £3,200 respectively is shown in 
the Commissioners’ 1 cport. 

From the Temora-\Wyalong line we carried last season 1,700,934 
hags of wheat, and from stations between Temora and Barellan 
1,SU8,835 bags, the principal leading stations being :— 


Barmedman mis oad Sei 684,413 bags, 
Wyalong ... ee mae Be 544,975 ,, 
Ariah Park ee ee wee 589,442 ,, 
Ardlethan ... : nae 546,011 ,, 
IBarellaneecs Aor 494,713 5 


It is noteworthy that the abovementioned stations held the rccord 
for the State in wheat production for last year. 

This is one of the few remaining proposals of pioneer lines which 
commends itself to me as deserving of consideration, and although 1 
do not expect the revenue to meet working expenses and interest, 
the financial position may be regarded as satisfactory having in view 
the enhancement in value which will accrue to the Crown lands and 
State forests, and the prospects of increased settlement and produe- 
tion in a district so closeiy allied to the adjoining localities which 
have proved successful by the energy and enterprise of an industrious 
class of farmer. 


The following estimates of revenue and expenditure are sub- 


mitted :— £ 
Estimated cost of construction 168,400 
Interest at 53 per cent. Ried £8,712 
Working expenses... S09 £4,288 
———— 13,0'0 
Estimated revenue nae ae 000 9,060 
Difference £41,000 


41. Mr Travers.| You regard the future of the proposed 
line as satisfactory /—Yes, satisfactory to the State. 

42. 1 notice that the estimated revenue is more than 
double the working expenses. That does not often happen 
in regard to new railways !—No, but you will notice that 
I stated that this country is very closely settled, and that 
makes all the difference in the world, because we have the 
people there to produce the business straight away, 

43. Mile for mile, do you expect as gocd a return from 
the proposed line as you are receiving from the Wyalong- 
Lake Crrgelligo line ?—I think that will ke the result. I 
do not think that we will immediately get as good a 
return from the proposed line as has been obtained from 
the Wyalong-Lake Cargellico line, which bas been built for 
some time. 

44. Is there much settlement now within 14 miles of 
Ungarie, in an easterly direction !—Yes. 


45, Do you think the construction of this line would 
tend to increase that settlement ?—Undoubtedly. 

46. Your figures are for a radius of 12 miles on either 
side of the 33 mi'es of line which you favour the construc- 
tion of ?— Yes. 

47. Do you think that a line of 33 miles would serve the 
bulk of the good country in that district 7—Yes. 

4%. If the returns from this line are as satisfactory as 
you anticipate, do you contemplate in the future extending 
it in the direction of Condobolin?—I very much doubt 
whether that would be justified. If we did extend it, I 
think it is likely that it would bear in an easterly direction. 

49. More towards Bogan Gate t-—Yes. 

50. Is there any possibility of the proposed line linking 
up the Condobolin line at Bogan Gate ?—It might link up 
at Bogan Gate, or it might link up between Bogan Gate 
and Condobolin, where there is some very gocd land. 

51. The proposed line would serve the whole of the 
country between Ungarie and Lake Cowal !—Yes. 

52. Would the proposed railway be likely to attract any 
traffic from the eastern side of Lake Cowal !—The existing 
lines are shown in black on the wall map. There is a strip 
of country on the eastern side of Lake Cowal, and the zone 
of influence of the proposed line is shown on the map by a 
line in blue. 

53. The zone of influence is 12 miles ?— Yes. 

54, Lake Cowal would be served by this proposal ?—Yes. 

55. Portion of the country on the eastern side of Lake 
Cowal would also be served ?-—Yes. 

56. What is the average area of the holdings in the 
country which would be traversed by the proposed line ?— 
Tn the area to be served by the proposed line there are 133 
landholders, with an aggregate of about 500,000 acres of 
freehold land. 

57. If the proposed line were constructed, would it 
result in great subdivisions in that district !—No doubt. 

58. To serve this country, do you look upon Wyalong as 
the best starting point for the proposed railway !—Yes. 

59. The Committee has had alternative proposals put 
before it with regard to this railway, and of all the pro- 
yositions do you think that a line from Wyalong for a 
distance of 33 miles in the direction of Condobolin would 
serve the country best?—I do, because Wyalong is the 
most suitable point for marketing purposes. 

60. The returns from the Wyalong—Lake Cargelligo line 
are becoming more satisfactory year by year? —Yes. 

61. I suppose you regard this country as some of the 
best wheat-country in the State ?—I do. 

62. There is a proposal to construct a linc from Barmed- 
man northerly in the direction of the terminus of the 
railway now before the Committee ; another stariing point 
has also been suggested, but of all these suggestions you 
think that the proposal now before the Committee is the 
best !—I do, 


Witness C, A. Hodgson, 12 December, 1. 22. 


63. Mr: Mahony.] Do you think that the proposed line 
would serve the country between the range of hills shown 
on the map and the Lachlan River ?—Yes. 

64. Mr. Frank Burke.| What is your opinion of the 
country lying between the terminus of the proposed rail- 
way and Condobolin !—It is not bad country, and later on 
it is possible the line might be extended, but not to Con- 
dobolin. It might be extended to link up with the Bogan 
Gate—Condobolin line, but that course would mean crossing 
the river. 

65. Is the country in the vicinity of the river subject 
to flood ?—Only in exceptional seasons I shouid say. 

66. Do you not think it would be better to build the line 
right through to Condobolin instead of terminating it at 
the point now suggested ?—I do not, because no revenue 
would be got from the last 20 miles. 

67. Why not ?—Because the existing line would be get: 
ting it. As I said, it might be desirable later on to link up 
with the Condobolin line about Bogan Gate. 

68. What advantage do you think would be derived fron 
that extension /—It would to a certain extent cheapen the 
working. It is a long way round from the terminus of the 
proposed line to Sydney, whereas the distance via Bogan 
Gate would be shorter. To make that worth while you 
would have to have a very large volume of traffic. If that 
volume of traffic were comparatively small it would not be 
worth the expenditure. 

69. Mr. Drummond.| In your statement ycu gave figures 
showing the number of bags of wheat carric! last season 
from stations between Temora and Bareilan. Is the 
revenue derived from this business credited to the 
individual stations or to every mile of line over which the 
produce travels?—To every mile of line. Each mile of 
Jine has to bear a proportion of the working expenses, and 
each mile of line takes credit for its proportion of the 
revenue, 

70. Mr. Travers.| The estimated revenue from the pro- 
posed railway from Camurra to Boggabilla, a distance of 
67 miles, is £28,000 a year, or approximately £470 a mile. 
The estimated revenue from the proposed railway from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin is £9,000, which, spread 
over a distance of 33 miles, works out at about £270 a 
mile. How do you reconcile these figures ?—My explana- 
tion is that the line from Camurra to Boggabilla is a line 
which will not only carry traffic from the district it 
actually passes through, but it is anticipated that it will 
carry a large traftic largely arising in Queensland which 
will pass over that line on its way to Sydney. The pro- 
posed line from Wyalong towards Condobolin is purely a 
local Jine, and only the actual products from the district 
through which it passes can be expected to be carried. 

71. Do you look upon the inter-State traffic on the line 
from Camurra to Boggabilla as an appreciable factor in 
the production of revenue ?— A. decidedly appreciable factor. 


MONDAY, 18 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present:— 
Tue Hoy. W. T. DICK (CHamman), 


The Hon. JoHn TRAveErs. 
The Hon. Roperr Martony. 


Francis Micuart Burke, Ese. | 
Davi Henry Druwmonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constracting a line of Railway from Wyalong 
towards Condobolin, 


William Hutchinson, Chief 
Tramway Construction, 
sworn, and examined ;— 


Engineer for Railway and 
Department of Mailways, 


72. Chairman] Have you prepared a statement with 
respect to the proposed railway from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin !—No. I have very little information to give 
in connection with this line, for the reason that no survey 
has been made, and the Government was anxious to have it 
considered as a settlement line in the wheat arca. The 
Railway Commissioners asked me for an estimate, and | 


gave an approximate estimate without a survey, and based 


it on the figure of about £300 per mile Jess than the 
Barmedan-Rankin’s Springs line. ‘The cost of tiie proposed 
line should work out at about £4,800 a mile. J, of 
course, told the Commissioners that I could not guarantee 


the es‘imate, but I was asked to do the Lest I cou'd, and 
I did it. 

73. This is simply a general estimate ?—Yes. 
the country well, having been over it more thin once. 


T know 


74. From your estimate I julge that you think the 
country to be traversed by the proposed line is about the 
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Witnesses-- W. Hutchinson, 18 December, 1922; and D, N. Johns, 2 February, 1923. 


same from the railway construction point of view as the 
country on the Barmedman-Rankin’s Springs line !— Yes ; 
if anything it is a little easier. 

75. It has been suggested that a line should be built 
from Ungarie to Condobolin. From the railway construc- 
tion point of view, do you think that the line offers any 
advantages that the proposal before the Committee does 
not?—No. I think the Wyalong route is the best. When 
you get within 15 miles of Condobolin you get into plain 
country, which is not wheat country. It is very good 
country from Wyalong to the point at which the proposed 
line ends. To within 15 miles of Condobolin it is mostly 
wheat country. 

76. Do you think that the building of the proposed line 
33 miles from Wyalong towards Condobolin would ade- 
quately serve the major portion of the wheat country !—I 
do. 

77. Mv. Frank Burke.| What is the distance from the 
proposed line to the existing lines?—The proposed line is 
18 miles from Ungarie, 30 miles from the Forbes Stockin- 
bingal line, and 24 miles from Condobolin. 

78, Is the country north of the terminus of the proposed 
line gcod 1—Yes, until you get to within 12 or 13 miles of 
Condobolin, when you reach the plain country. 


79. Mr. Travers.| If at a later date it was thought advis- 
able to extend this line, do you think the suggestion to 
extend it towards Bogan Gate would avoid the indifferent 
country in the vicinity of Condobolin which you spoke 
about?—I daresay it would. You would certainly get 
ketter country in the direction of Bogan Gate than 12 or 14 
miles from Condobolin. 

80. The line as at present surveyed would serve good 
country which is not at the present time served by any 
existing line !—Yes. 

81. There are 109,000 acres of Crown lands in the dis- 
trict ;—do you know them ?--I know some of them. 


82. The proposed line traverses them !—This railway was 
originally a fairly direct line from Wyalong to Condobolin, 
and, to some extent, it left out the Crown lands near Lake 
Cowal, but at the special request of the Department of 
Lands we furnished a map showing those areas—the line 
was deviated that way. 

83. The proposed line as surveyed would practically serve 
the whole of that country 1—It serves the best area. 

84. Do you look upon Wyalong as the best starting 
point ?-—I do. 


FRIDAY, 2 FEBRUARY, 1923. . 


Jiresent: 
Tur Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairMan). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuar, Burke, Esa. 


WititiAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMes Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMMonpD, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin. 


Digby Noy Johns, grazier, Ungarie, sworn and examined :— 


85. Mr. Doe.| Are you acquainted with the country north 
of Wyalong, towards Condobolin ?—I know it fairly well. 

86. What is the nature of that country. Is it anything 
like the country you have been discussing in giving evidence 
on the last proposal, that is, the country between Ungarie 
and Mona Gap !1—Part of it is, but as you get towards the 
Bland you get into a different kind of country; that is 
towards Lake Cowal. That is very good wheat Jand. 

87. As good as between Wyalong and Condobolin ?— 
Yes; the land is more expensive, and has a better rainfall, 
The general rule is that for every 10 miles you go west 
you lose an inch in the rainfall, so on that side you are 
always getting into a better rainfall. 

88. Taking Wyalong as a starting point. It has been 
suggested to the Committee that the railway should swing 
so that ultimately it will join up with the line across 
Broken Hill, more in the vicinity of Bogan Gate than 
Condobolin 1— Yes. 

89. In that case, would it be wise to swing that line to 
the east at Lake Cowal? The country is not so good there, 
is it?’—No. My view is that the line should be bvilt more 
across to Bogan Gate than to Condobolin. I would keep 
the line between The Manna and Lake Cowal, rather than 
carry it to the west of The Manna. But I think it would 
serve a better area of country if it began frcm Barmedman. 
If you take a 10-miles zone, the line will have gone most of 
the way from Wyalong towards Wamboyne before it is out 
of that zone. I think you will serve more new land if it is 
taken from Barmedman. . 

90. Taking the country on to Yarrabandai, which would 
be the better for wheat-growing !—The land towards Bogan 
Gate. It is beautiful wheat country. It is much superior 
country to any of ours, 

91. You think it would be as well to keep the line in 
close to Lake Cowal, leaving the lake on the east?—I 
should say, take it from Barmedman and run it up to 


Wamboyne. Then either take it to Bogan Gate or junction 
it with the line from Narandera through Ungarie to Bogan 
Gate. 

92. Taking the country through which the proposed line 
wil] pass from Wyalong towards Condobolin, there are a 
lot of small holdings there now, are there not ?—Yes, and a 
lot of wheat is grown there. 

93. Will that line very materially add to the productivity 
of the country ?—For the first 10 miles it is going through 
land that is already within 8 or 10 miles of the line. If it 
were stopped at Wamboyne there would be a very small 
fraction of new country served, but if you go out from 
Barmedman via the Bland you will be serving country that 
is not served now. 


94, Are they producing wheat on any of that country 
now ?—Yes, but it means they have to spend January, 
February, and March on the road, carting, and then they 
neglect their fallowing, and next year they get next to 
nothing. 

95. Do the farmers do their own carting /—Yes. 
are a few teamsters there, but not many. 


96. Looking at the terminal point of that line, do you 
know anything of the country 10 or 12 miles beyond that ? 
If so, what is it like from the wheat-growing point of view ? 
—All the country just to the north of The Manna is agricy1- 
tural land. Going west it becomes rather swampy. I 
think the only thing that I have not pointed out is in 
regard to the dopéts for working the different lines. That 
is the one reason why I think that Barmedman is the best 
starting point for that line up to Lake Cowal. You must 
have a depét to work the Rankin’s Springs line, and that 
will decrease your depéts by one. It is better to have as 
few depéts as possible. 

97. Chairman.| Thank you, Mr. Johns; we are obliged 
to you for having come over from Melbourne to give us 
this information, 


There 


( 


THURSDAY, 8 FEBRUARY, 1928. 


(The Committee met in the Public Hall, Ungarie.) 


Hresent: — 
Tus Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuatrmay). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burks, Esa. 


WiLuiAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 
Daviy Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


Z : : : : mad sn, see / 
The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong 
towards Condobolin. 


Hedley Reeves Woods, farmer and grazier, Girral, near 
Ungarie, sworn and examined :— 

98. Mr. Burke.| Will you give the Committee your views 
regarding the proposed railway ?—In my opinion a railway 
to link up with Condobolin should go from Ungarie, be 
cause the distance is shorter. Settlers between Condobolin 
and Ungarie are in need of a railway, which would pass 
through good wheat land. If you go from Wyalong to 
Condobolin it means that you must construct 20 more 
miles of line. In the near future it may be necessary to 
build a railway from the Ungarie line to link up with the 
irrigation area somewhere about Narrandera. The line 
should go in the direction of the Lachlan on the other side 
-of the Manna Range. 

99. Do you suggest such a railway as an alternative one? 
—As a separate one. I should prefer the railway to go 
from Ungarie rather than from Wyalong. 

100. How far in the direction of Condobolin should the 
line be constructed?—I think it should go right to Con- 
dobolin. 

101. Would not a line from Wyalong to Condobolin 
serve the purposes of the country out from Ungarie?—No. 
T look on the line I suggest from a national standpoint. 

102. What is the nature of the country from Wyalong 
towards Condobolin embracing the Ungarie area’—There 
is a variety of land. You run through red country and 
then you touch on heavy clay country, as you would in 
most of the country in the Wyalong-Ccndobolin land dis- 
trict. The country generally is uniform along the pro- 
posed railway. 

108. Mr. Mahony.| What is the land like within 10 miles 
of Condobolin ?—A lot of it is timbered and plain. There 
is some heayy country in patches, and there are lagoons 
in flood time. 

104. Are they filled from the Lachlan?’—Yes, but it is 
a long time since they have had water in them. 

105. Are the settlers 10 miles north of the Ungarie-Lake 
Cudgellico line already served ?’—Yes. 

106. Ten miles north and 10 miles south does not leave 
much land to be served in the centre’—No. 

107. Would it be right to build a railway where there is 
only a small patch of country not served?—Yes, because 
in this case you would link up two systems. 

108. M7. Cameron.| Is there much settlement along the 
route from Wyalong to Condobolin?—Yes, the country is 
settled as far out as it is profitable to grow wheat. Further 
than 10 miles out there is not much settlement, although 
the land is suitable for wheat. 

109. Do you believe if a railway were constructed 
through that country it would before long carry as much 
_ settlement as the Ungarie line?—Yes. The main thing is 
to link up two systems. 


110. It has been suggested that it would be shorter to go 
to Bogan Gate?—The Broken Hill line goes through Con- 
dobolin. It would be better to link up at Condobolin 
rather than at Bogan Gate, because of the Transcontinental 


Railway. For that reason the Condobolin scheme is better 
than the other. 


111. Between Ungarie and Condobolin there does not 
appear to be much settlement?—There would be a good 
deal of wheat grown out there if the railway were built. 


112. Mr. Doe.| What is the country like immediately 
south of Condobolin towards Ungarie?—It is box and 
yarran plain. 


118. Is there any swampy country there’—Very little. 


114. What size are the blocks within the influence of 
both proposed railways?—Most are 2,560 acres; there are 
a few of 1,000 acres. 


115. Are there many holdings of 7,000 and 8,000 acres 
along the line you suggest?—Only two or three on the 
Condobolin line. Generally the land is not held in large 
areas 1n this district. 


116. Would the railway increase the value of that land 
by 10s. or £1 an acre?—I do not think by £1, although it 
is hard to say. They cannot sell the land until they get 
the railway. - 


117. What are the settlers, outside of a reasonable cart- 
ing distance, doing for a living between the Cudgellico 
line and the proposed line from Wyalong to Condobolin ? 
—They are wool-growing on areas of from 2,000 to 3,000 
acres. 


118. I understand they are not doing very well?—They 
would do better growing wheat, with railway facilities. 


119. Mr. Travers.| In 1919 a deputation waited upon the 
Minister of Public Works to urge the construction of a 
railway from Wyalong to Condobolin when it was stated :— 

That the proposed line from Wyalong would pass through 

the centre of a rich agricultural district, whereas the alter- 
native lines from Ungarie or Barmedman would touch coun- 
try more suitable for grazing purposes. : 
What is your opinion of that statement?—A line from 
Wyalong would run through rich grazing land before it 
reached the wheat land. Undoubtedly the railway from 
Ungarie to Condobolin would tap grazing land at the 
other end. 


120. What is the country like between Ungarie and 
Wamboyne?—They are growing wheat 28 miles out of 
Wyalong in the Wamboyne district. 


121. How far out from Ungarie is wheat being grown? 
—18 miles. 


122. Would the line you suggest towards Condobolin 
serve those settlers?’—It would bring them nearer. 


128. I understand that you do not oppose a railway from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin, but you think two lines 
should be built?—That is so. 


124. Chairman.| The Chief Traffic Manager of the Rail- 
way Department was asked this question: 


Do you think that a line of 33 miles would serve the bulk 
of the good country in that district ?— 


He replied: 
Yes. 
He was then asked: 


If the returns from this line are as satisfactory as you 
anticipate, do you contemplate in the future extending it in 
the direction of Condobolin?— 


The answer was: 


I very_much doubt whether that would be justified. If we 
did extend it I think it is likely that it would bear in an 
easterly direction, 
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Witnesses—H. R. Woods, 8 February, and K. F. Cox, 9 February, 1923, 


The Chief Engineer 
asked by Mr. 


He meant more towards Bogan Gate. 
-for Lines in course of construction wa 
Travers: 


If at a later date it was thought advisable to extend this 
line do you think the suggestion to extend it towards Bogan 
Jate would avoid the indifferent country in the vicinity of 
Condobolin which you spoke about ?7— 


The Chief Engineer replied : 

I daresay it would. You would certainly get better country 
in the direction of Bogan Gate than 12 or 14 miles from 
Condobolin. 

From your knowledge of the country do you think both 
those. gentlemen have under-estimated the character of the 


country 10 to 12 miles south of Condobolin?—Yes. The 
land is better towards Bogan Gate, but very little. 

125. Do you know sufficient of the country as far as the 
Manna Mountain to say that those witnesses are not cor- 
rect in their estimate of the value of that land?’—On the 
other side of the Manna Range there is agricultural land 
for a short distance. A line towards Bogan Gate would 
pass through-some first-class country. 

126. Your suggestion to go east of the Manna Range is 
to tap other good agricultural land ?—Yes. 

127. Would the swinging of the line further east leave 
a larger area of land to be served towards Condoholin?-— 
Yes, 


FRIDAY, 9 FEBRUARY, 1225: 


(The Con mittee met in tl.e Public Hall, Ungaric.) 


Bresent:— 
Tue How. W. T. DICK (CHatrMan). 


The Ion. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Robert Manony. 
Francis Micuaet Burne, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davip Henry DrumMMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong 


towards Condobolin. 


Evelyn Franeis Cox, farmer and grazier, Yarrandaie, West 
Wyalong, sworn and examined :— 
128. Chairman.] I understand you have prepared a 
statement regarding the proposed railway /—Yes, 
follows :— 


as 


I ama partner of Cox Brothers, of Yarrandale, West Wya- 
long. We hold 5,600 acres, 11 to 16 miles from Ungarie, 
which is our nearest railway station, and 20 miles west of 
Wyalong. 1,000 acres has been put under wheat. It is all 
first-class wheat land. We would subdivide 2,600 acres. The 
carrying capacity is one sheep to 2 acres. Cartage from pro- 
perty to nearest railway for wheat costs 16s. 38d. per ton per 
mile. The average yield for eleven years has been 14 bushels 
per acre. A small portion has been fallowed during three 
years. All tanks and dams hold well. Cartage for a 9-bag 
crop off 900 acres in 1920-21 cost 13s. 6d. per acre. I con- 
sider 800 acres is the minimum for a living area on my 
property, and a man going on to a block would need about 
£800 to work it comfortably, without risk. The average rain- 
fall is about 18 inches, of which about 11 to 12 inches falls 
during the growing period. The land in this district is more 
varied than that in most other wheat districts. I consider 
the best of the land here is superior to that in the big wheat 
belts further south, where the rainfall is 1 to 2 inches more 
per year. My experience is that on the heavier land the 
longer it is worked the better it gets, and does not wear out. 
If the line were built from Wyalong instead of from Ungarie 
there would be about another 20 miles to construct. Having 
gone 10 miles it would be 10 miles from either the Wyalong 
to Cudgellico or Barmedman to Rankin Springs lines. The 
proposed line from Ungarie, 8 or 10 miles out, would be only 
about 4 miles from the existing line. Practically no extra 
staff or railway yards would be required, and the saving 
would go a long way towards paying the interest on cost of 
construction on the extra mileage. There are 11,000 acres 
of Crown lands about 20 miles from Wyalong, some of 
which is 12 miles to the nearest siding on the Rankin Springs 
line. This line would bring that land within a a profitable 
wheat-growing distance. The adjoining settlers, some 20 to 
25 miles west of Wyalong, which this railway would serve, are, 
because of the long cartage, only growing a small quantity 
of wheat. About one-sixth of their wheat-growing land is 
used, whereas settlers close to Wyalong have about three- 
quarters of their holdings under crop. Ten miles west of 
Wyalong along the proposed route you enter the best farm- 
ing land in the Wyalong district, the settlers being not well 
suited as regards railway facilities. 


too high without the railway. 


T have also prepared the following information regarding 
wheat cultivation in my district :— 


Area likely to 


Land Rave of 
Area é be put under ry 
2 F tabl ES rtage to 
Name. foe sec (oF here nee line “nearest 
wmes™" | growing. constructed. Eane: 
per ton 
acres. | acres.| acres. acres. {per mile. 

Burrett Bros. (three}| 2,980] 300); 2,€00 1,500 1216 
partners), 20 miles 
west of Wyalong. 

Stanley Bros. (two| 3,700) 500) 2,800 1,000 15/- 
partners), 20 miles : 
west of Wyalong. 

Thompson & Patten] 2,560; 300) 2,5€0 1,000 19/6 
(two partners), 24 
miles west of 
Wyalong. 

A. G. Manning, 25) 2,740 €0)| 2,200 | Would sub-| £1 
miles west of ‘divide into 
Wyalong. two farms. 

About 1,600 
under wheat. 
Totals ...| 11,980 | 1,700 | 10,060 5,100 ae 


129. Mr. Cameron.] How does the Wyalong district 
compare with the country between Ungarie and Monia 
Gap?—Favourably. There is a lot of good land 12 to 
20 miles from Wyalong that would not be served by a line 
from Ungarie. Some men out there are paying as much 
as £1 a ton for cartage, 


130. What is the capital value of the homestead leases 
in that area?—Now in thre vicinity of 30s. to £2. It is 


131. The Railway Commissioners have expressed the 
opinion that the line should terminate at Naradhan; 
would that serve prospective settlement for the time 
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Witnesses.--E, F. Cox, 9 February, 1923, and L. M. Wilson, 12 February, 1923. 


being #—Yes, it would serve a lot of country, but there 
are 400,000 acres of good wheat land between Ungarie and 
Naradhan that are not now served. 

132. I suppose it would be some time before that land 
would be taken up?—Not if the line was constructed. 
Twelve miles from Wyalong the line would tap the best 
wheat country in the whole district. Some of the settlers 
there are carting wheat 15 or 16 miles to the railway. 
Although a line from Wyalong would be a little longer, it 
would serve a great number of settlers. I suggest that 
the line go from Wyalong almost due west about Muildil 
towards the Ungaria-Monia Gap survey. 

133. Chairman.| How far is Mildil from the Rankin 
Springs line?—Mildil is 12 miles from Wyalong, and far- 
mers 2 miles further out cart their. wheat to Wyalong. 

134. How far does your suggested line go west of 
Wyalong to Mildil?—Fourteen or 15 miles. 

135. How far would that be from the Rankin Springs 
line?The first 15 miles of my suggested line would be 
about 11 miles from the existing railway. 

136. Mr. Travers.| What would be the additional cost 
of the line you suggest?—It would cost between £3,000 
and £4,000 a mile to build. 

137. According to the latest figures submitted to the 
Committee by the Chief Engineer for Lines in course of 
construction the cost per mile of a railway to Monia Gap 
is £5,752, or of the total length of lne £338,370. If you 
add 20 miles of construction at a cost of £115,040, the 
total cost of the railway amounts to £453,410. The in- 
terest on the additional 20 miles alone at 54 per cent. 


comes to £6,325. On the Chief Engineer’s figures the loss 
on a line from Ungarie to Monia Gap would be approxi- 
mately £16,000 ?—The existing line from Ungarie to Lake 
Cudgellico has been in operation for some years, and the 
loss is not anything like that. 


188. What is the distances between the Ungarie-Monia 
Gap line and the Barmedman-Rankin Springs line/—As 
the crow flies about 30 miles. 


139. Would you say that a railway from Ungarie to 
Monia Gap would serve the requirements of all the settlers 
between that line and the Barmedman-Rankin Springs 
line¢—For 23 or 25 miles west of Wyalong it would not 
serve them. From there on, according to the map, it 
looks as though it would. For 16 miles west of Wyalong 
farmers cart wheat to Wyalone. 


140. You are of opinion that a line from Wyalong would 
serve a number of settlers who would not be served by 
a railway from Ungarie to Naradhan or further west to 
Monia Gap ?—Yes. 


141. Mr. Drummond.] Are there any settlers further 
than 10 miles on each side of the proposed railway who 
would use the line?—Yeas, 


142. What is a fair day’s trip to cart wheat to the rail- 
way, unload, and return to the farm?—Ten miles at the 
outside, and you have to work at least twelve hours a day 
to do that. Twelve miles is really too far. You would 
have to start at 4 o’clock in the morning, and you would 
not get home until about 8 at night, 


MONDAY, 12 FEBRUARY, 1928. 
(The Committee met in the Shire Hall West Wyalong.) 
Present:— 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis MicuarL Burke, Esa. 


Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drum™onp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong 
tewards Condobolin. 


ee 


Leslie Maclean Wilson, grazier, Corran, Lake Cowal, via 
West Wyalong, sworn and examined :— 
143. Chairman.] How far is Corran from Wyalong +— 
Twenty miles in a north-easterly direction. 
144. The Committee understand that you have prepared 
a statement respecting the proposed railway from Wya- 
long towards Condobolin?’—Yes, it is as follows :— 


As organiser of the Wyalong-Condobolin Railway League, 
which includes the districts of Clear Ridge, Lake Cowal, 
Wamboyne, and Manna, I have the honor to submit the 
attached tabulated statement of statistics relating to the area 
of country to be served by this proposed railway, in respect 
to the length of construction for 33 miles, as recommended 
by the Railway Commissioners. 

These statistics are for an area of country within a radius 


of 12 miles of the proposed line, and those settlers already | 


served by the Cudgellico line are excluded. I would Ike to 
point out that the country beyond the 12-mile radius will be 
benefited to a very large extent, but as we wish to avoid any 
possible exaggeration in our evidence we shall confine our- 
selves to this limit. 

I am desired by the settlers to emphasise the great dis- 
abilities which are suffered in respect to long haulage dis- 
tances and costs, and the consequent loss to the State which 
is involved under existing circumstances, and which consider- 
ably hamper production and development. <A great benefit 
of reducing the cartage distances would be felt in relieving 
the horses and teams, so that they could be employed at the 
more important work of fallowing. 

It is claimed, and I believe justly so, that the Wyalong 
district grows more prime milling wheat than any other 
district in the State, and as regards actual quantity of 
wheat delivered at the railway station our position is gene- 
rally the third largest for the State. I shall have evidence 
placed before you on the milling aspect of the Wyalong 
wheat by the local manager of Messrs. Crago’s flour mill. 


+ 8945—B 


As an example of the suitability of the district for closer 
settlement I would draw your attention to the Lake Cowal 
resumption. There are fifty-five settlers on this area, the 
average size of their holdings being 716 acres, and the 
prosperity of the settlement is undoubted. It is noteworthy 
that, excluding the Lake Cowal resumption and a small 
soldier settlement at Yarrabandi, the balance of the country 
lying within the 12-mile radius of the proposed line is held 
by ninety-five landowners, with an average area of over 
7,000 acres. 


These figures are based on the assumption that the line 
will eventually go through to Condobolin. Again referring 
to the Lake Cowal settlement, I would point out that this 
is partly served by the existing railway from Wyalong to 
Cudgellico, and the evidence of prosperity and success which 
has attended the efforts of these comparatively new settlers 
stands as an object lesson in connection with any future 
extension of the farming industry, if assisted by railway 
comiunication, When this area formed part of Lake Cowal 
Station it ran some 25,000 sheep, which at to-day’s values 
would be expected to return £12,500 annually, whereas now 
we find the same area supporting fifty-five farmers and 
their families, and last year the settlement produced 63,000 
bags of whent, valued at £51,950. These figures do not 
take into consideration any hay cut for sale or for horse- 
feed, nor do they include any returns from sheep or cattle. 

The total area to be served by the line within the limits 
already mentioned is about half a million acres of alienated 
and Crown land of excellent quality for cultivation purposes. 
It has all been ringbarked for many years, and the cost of 
clearing for cultivation would average about 7s. per acre, 
while a large proportion could be cleared for rather less than 
half that sum. 

As the Committee will be able to judge for themselves, 
there is evidence all around us of successful farming, as can 
Ne proved by the traffic handled on the Temora-Wyalong and 
the Temora-Barellan lines, and what has happened in those 
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Witness—L. M. Wilson, 12 February, 1923. 


districts will undoubtedly eventuate in the districts to be 
served by the proposed railway. We have one witness who 
will show you that ‘he has obtained an average yield of 
14 bushels per acre over a period of fifteen years without 
fallow, and this witness has had areas of 2,000 acres and 
more sown in one year. Another witness is going to show 
that he has obtained the same yield on mallee country, which 
is not by any means first-class wheat land, I wish to sub- 
mit a letter from Mr. Franki, who is unable to attend, and 
who is a successful farmer, with farming experience in 
other States. While maximum yields are not generally re- 
garded as a satisfactory basis to work on, I would like to 
mention that the previous owner of the property which I 
have grew crops there which yielded as high as 42 bushels 
per acre, As a further example of the fertility of this dis- 
trict, I would quote that in 1919 I sowed 40 acres of lucerne, 
and, notwithstanding that the rainfall has been low for the 
Jast year, I consider that not 1 per cent. of the plants have 
succumbed, and within three weeks after the last December 
rain the whole paddock was covered with a luxuriant growth 
12 inches high. 

The rainfall in this district is satisfactory from a wheat- 
growing standpoint, and the average at Lake Cowal Station 
for the last forty-two years is slightly under 18 inches, 
which, as the attached tabulated statement shows, is well 
distributed over the wheat-growing season. I also submit a 
rainfall chart furnished by the Commonwealth Meteorologist. 


Situated within the before-mentioned radius there are ex- 
cellent Crown lands to the extent of 100,000 acres, which 
are mostly held under. occupation license or leases which 
will expire within the next few years, and, excepting the 
State forest areas, the whole of this land will be readily 
available for closer settlement. One portion of several thou- 
sand acres has already been designed by the Lands Depart- 
ment for closer settlement. 

There are four large State forests within the area to be 
served, totalling 21,000 acres, and chiefly timbered with first- 
class milling quality white pine and box. Owing to the long 
distance these forests are from rail at present they have not 
been cut out, and as there is a huge demand for sawn pine 
boards there should be a traffic from this source of from 
20,000 to 80,000 tons per annwn. 

As we are putting this railway forward primarily as a 
means of opening up and developing a new wheat district, I 
shall only touch briefly on the sheep and wool-growing aspect. 
Sheep of all varieties, from the fine-woolled Merino to the 
coarse-woolled British breeds, thrive wonderfully well here. 
During the past year wool from this district has realised 
up to 28d. per Ib., and crossbred fat lambs have sold to 
31s. 6d. per head, which conclusively proves that any farmer 
who runs a few sheep, either for wool-producing or to raise 
fat lambs, will find them a profitable side line. More par- 
ticularly as there is no heathier district for stock in the 
State, as disease is pacticaly unknown here. 


Estimated area : Maximum . 
> A 5 A Maximum Reduced Area cleared 
District. N pores of} Total ae cropped with RE : ae i aaa haulage cost | maximum cost but not 
eae ec CFO. Dew. Sarees eation distance now. bcnainieton: per bag now. | with railway. cropped: 
| 
acres. | acres. acres. 8. d. gs. d. ‘ acres. 
Lake Cowal-Wamboyne..| 47 158,100 | 16,900 52,200 25 miles 7 miles 2 ae 0 92 10,300 
Benaand Manna... ...|  64_~—*| 287,800] 8,200 130,000 | 35° 4 4b! ,, ta 211 ..|) 0k 5,100 


eee el 
Nors.—The figures showing the estimated area to be cropped when railway communication is extended to the districts referred to 
are based on what has actually happened on the Lake Cowal resumption. 


MontTHLY AND ANNUAL RAINFALL AVERAGES. 


nr nr WS ES 

Station. Years. | January. | February.| Mareh. April, May. June. July. August. September October. |November./December.| Total, 
West Wyalong| 17 171 131 158 104 149 204 143 157 150 137 135 NPT) 15816 
Marsden ....|_ 40 200 135 166 153 152 207 162 163 164 178 130 188 | 1,992 
Lake Cowal..| 42 157 125 141 125 150 177 142 148 130 145 125 153 | 1,766 
Borambil ..| 24 204 114 167 158 151 127 131 151 125 150 104 132 | 1,789 
Temora ...|_ 42 166 110 151 135 160 226 168 178 176 193 166 175 | 2,004 
Condobolin ...| 41 180 130 147 132 141 162 124 154 125 141 119 163 | 1,718 
Ardlethan ...| 10 210 131 98 106 163 211 166 183 194 167 177 180 | 1,986 


The district to be served by the proposed line is singularly 
free from noxious weeds and animals. On a very few 
holdings a little Bathurst burr and stinkwurt may be seen. 
The Bland Shire Council is very wide awake in enforcing 
the provisions of the Noxious Weeds Act, and a few care- 
less farmers who did not promptly destroy these pests last 
year were summoned. Strong measures have always been 
adopted here against rabbits, and except for a few small 
areas the district is practically free from the pest. Owing 
to the ruling gradient of 1 in 110, this district should be 
particularly suited for rail motor traction. It seems that 
the dawn of a new era in railway traction is approaching. 
Some months ago it was stated that the rail motor train 
on the Lismore-Grafton line cost only 1s. 6d. per mile to 
run, and Mr. Ball, the Minister, said at Ungarie that the 
new rail mctor which the Railway Commissioners had 
constructed would cost 3s. 6d. per mile to run as against 
9s. 6d. per mile, the cost of the ordinary locomotive. 
Assuming the Commissioners would run a tri-weekly ser- 
vice on the proposed 33 miles line, the total mileage run 
per annum amounts to 10,296, which at 9s. 6d. per mile for 
a locomotive amounts to £4,990, as against £1,801 for a rail 
motor train. It means a saving of £3,189, which would ga 
a long way towards covering the difference, £4,000, men- 
tioned by the Commissioners. I use the word “ dif- 
ference” advisedly. To say that the difference is a loss is 
unjust, as the Railway Commissioners do not take the in- 
creased revenue to the Lands Department or the Taxation 
Department into consideration, nor do they include the 
revenue derived by the main line.. As an example of the 
increased revenue to the Lands Department when Crown 


lands are settled, I would point out that before the Lake 
Cowal resumption was effected the annual rental was £350 
per annum, and that after the area was cut up into farms 
the total annual rental amounted to £2,043. 

145. Chairman.] What is the area of your holding ?— 
3,016 acres. 

146. What percentage of that land is suitable for agri- 
culture?—Having gone into that matter very carefully I 
find that I have about 2,000 acres suitable for wheat- 
growing. 

147. Do you grow any wheat?—TI have not grown any for 
some years, but J have a bit in fallow this year. 

148. Within what haulage distance would the proposed 
railway bring your property ?—It would run right through 
it. 

149, If the proposed railway were constructed what 
would you do as regards wheat-growing?—I would grow 
wheat as extensively as I could. I would be prepared to 
put 1,000 acres under fallow and 1,000 under crop every 
year. JI am clearing land at the present time. 

150. Is your land typical of land on each side of the 
proposed railway, taking a 12-mile limit to a point 33 
miles from Wyalong?—No. I have some gilgai country. 
Some Victorians here say that it is suitable for wheat- 
growing, but I do not say that it is. 

151. If your country is not as good for wheat as the 
general run of country along the proposed railway, what 
percentage would you say is suitable for agriculture?— 
Practically every acre. JI should say 90 per cent. of it. 
There are a few hills here and there, but it is nearly all 
suitable for wheat-growing. - 
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152. I understand you have had an opportunity of read- 
ing the evidence already given in the inquiry. Have you 
noticed that the Chief Traffic Manager of the Railway 
Department suggests that it would be unwise to construct 
the railway to Condobolin, but that if it goes to that line 
the connection should be Bogan Gate !—Yes. 

153. It has been stated thatif the railway is constructed 
there is likely to be a development of the fat lamb trade ? 


—Yes, I should say there is a very considerable traffic in: 


fat lambs at the present time. The freezers come out every 
year and buy them. I believe that trade would largely 
increase with the construction of the railway. 

154. Would you go in for it yourself !—Yes. 

155. Do you consider that a railway from Wyalong 
towards Condobolin offers as good a prospect of develop- 
ment as has taken place around Barmedman and Wyalong ? 
—Yes, I believe it offers better prospects. A number of 
settlers between Wyalong and Condobolin have gone in for 
wheat-growing thinking that the line will come. 

156. What is your opinion of the route of the proposed 
railway as shown on the plan 4—I do not think it could be 
better. 

157. Mr. Travers.| In the statement you prepared for 
the Committee I notice the following paragraph :— 

These statistics are for an area of country within a radius of 12 

miles of the proposed line. 
Tf the line were constructed 33 miles out from Wyalong, 
how much further than 12 miles on each side would its 
influence be felt ?—I think for more than 15 miles, because 
in the country towards Condobolin the roads are bad. 
Many settlers would come 25 miles to the railway rather 
than go 20 miles over the roads to Condobolin. 

158. Is the line likely to attract traffic on the other side 
of Lake Cowal !|—Yes 

159. Settlers out there would be closer to the proposed 
line than to the existing line at Condobolin!—Yes. There 
is a shortage of bridges over the river. Although the rail- 
way may be only a few miles away as the crow flies it may 
mean having to travel many miles to reach it, 

160. You have further stated : 


There are fifty-five settlers on this area—— 


That is the Lake Cowal resumption 


and the average size of their holdings is 716 acres. The prosperity 


of this settlement is undoubted, 
Do you consider 716 acres a living area within the influ- 
ence of the proposed railway !—I think it is too small. A 
man should make a good living in that district off 1,000 
acres, 

161. You also state : 

The baiance of the country lying within the 12 miles radius of the 


proposed line is held by ninety-five land-owners with an average 
area of over 7,000 acres. 


Are they all within the 12 miles radiust—I have stated: 

These figures are based on the assumption that the line would 
eventually go through to Condobolin. 
~ 162. Is there much mallee country within the influence 
of the proposed line /—All the mallee I know of is at this 
end, except some isolated patches. 

163. How does the 100,000 acres of Crown land within 
the influence of the proposed railway compare with other 
land along the route?—That 100,000 acres includes the 
forest reserves. It is all first-class agricultural country. 

164. Where do the farmers in the Bena and Manna 
districts haul their wheat ’—To Condobolin. 


165. I suppose that traffic would come to the proposed 
railway !—Yes. 

166. It has been suggested that the proposed line 
should be swung towards the Lake Cowal country }— 
There is a ridge there between the proposed railway and 
the Lake. If you put the line closer than is shown on the 
map it would be practically a one-sided line. I am of the 
same opinion as the Railway Commissioners, that the line 
as proposed is the best. All the official witnesses have 
expressed the opinion that the line before the Committee 
is the most suitable one. 


Witness—L. M. Wilson, 12 Februnry, 1923. 


167. Afr. Drummonid.] For how long has the Lake 
Cowal estate been resumed ?—About twelve years. 
~ 168. Have the settlers farming on 716 acres, to whom 
you have referred, been there for twelve years ?— Yes, about 
that time. 

169. How far are they from the railway ?—About 
13 miles. 

170. How many settlers are hauling wheat to the rail- 
way 25 miles out ?—Very few. % 

171, Are you growing wheat at present !—No, although 
I had wheat in for five years, 

172. What isa fair distance from the railway at which 
to cultivate wheat profitably ’—Not over 12 miles. The 
Western Australian Government consider 12 miles the 
maximum distance. The Agricultural Bank of that State 
also considers that 12 miles is the furthest distance at 
which wheat can be profitably carted to the railway. 

173. Is the land on which you are growing lucerne 
typical of the land in the district _—No. 

174. Is there much land out there that will grow 


‘lucerne !—It would not be profitable to grow it there for 


cutting and stacking, but lucerne responds very quickly 
out there after rain, while grass does not. 

175. Is the land along the route of the proposed railway 
somewhat better than that further north on the Cargellico 
line ?—It is a light soil suitable for agriculture. I con- 
sider it better than the soil along the Lake Cargellico line. 

176. Is the land within the influence of the proposed 
railway equal to that around Wyalong!—We consider it 
is better. 

177. Mr. Doe.| What value from an agricultural stand- 
point is the land tinted buff on the map?—It is pastoral 
land. 

178. I understand that within the influence of the pro- 
posed line there are no Crown lands of any consequence to 
be thrown open for closer settlement !—It depends on 
what you mean by “any consequence.” ‘There is one 
scrub lease, No, 59, of 5,800 acres which is magnificent 
country. 

179. That would accommodate about six settlers /—Yes. 

180. By how much would the railway enhance the 
value of land within its influence?!—That is a difficult 
question to answer. Victorian farmers consider that land 
falls off in value further than 5 miles from the railway at 
the rate of 2s. 6d. per mile. I should say about £1 an 
acre. 

181. What is the prospect of the subdivision of the 
larger areas within the influence of the proposed railway ? 
—Very good. I believe landholders would be prepared to 
subdivide their property. J should be willing to do so. 

182. What is the present value of land in the vicinity of 
the proposed railway?—There have been very few land 
transactions out there, but judging from those which have 
taken place I should say £4 to £4 10s. per acre on a free- 
hold basis. 

183. I suppose that would be increased slightly if the 
railway were constructed !—Yes. Further out you can 
buy freehold land for about £2 10s. per acre. It depends 
upon the distance you are from the railway. Out from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin the settlers are simply 
breaking their necks to put wheat in, and they would sow 
big areas if the railway were built. 

184. Mr Mahony.) Lake Cowal, I understand, has been 
dry for some years?—In 1916 there was about 6 feet of 
water in it. 

185. What is the cause of Lake Cowal having gone dry? 
—We consider it is because the surrounding country has 
been ringbarked. 

186. And the daming of the Lachlan ?—Yes, and a num- 
ber of people have cut canals to run water out into their 
paddocks. 

187, Do you consider the land for 12 miles on. each side 
of the proposed railway is suitable for wheat-growing ?— 
Yes, with the exception of a couple of small hills. 

188. What is the bed of Lake Cowal used for!— 
Grazing, 
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189. Is that likely to interfere with the small farmer 
around there ?—There are no small farmers out there. 

190. Mr. Burke.| How far along the route of the pro- 
posed line is wheat being grown !—After 12 miles only in 
isolated places. This year I have 200 acres of land in fallow. 

191. Would you be prepared to cultivate 2,000 acres if 
the railway were constructed ?— Yes. 

1¢2. I understand that some of the farmers in your 
district on-areas of 750 acres are doing well, but I suppose 
they are exceptional men ?—Yes, they are doing well. I 
do not think a man who was not a practical farmer could 
make a success of it. 

193. Is timber in the State forest being cut at present ?— 
No, except for fencing. There is no milling going on now. 

194. What is the largest holding out there ?—45,000 
acres. 

195. What capital would a man require to xo farming in 
that district on 750 to 1,000 acres ?—It is hard to answer 
that question. Some men have started with nothing, and 
have got on, but they had a hard time. I should say a 
man would require about £1,000 if he has to buy plant 
and put up a house. Even £1,000 would not go very far. 
They can get machinery on terms. ‘ 

196. If the railway were constructed would the estimated 
loss soon be turned into a profit !—That is my opinion. 

197. Mr, Cameron.) What price was paid for the Lake 
Cowal land t—It is leasehold. 

198. What is your experience of share-farming ?—I 
fallow the land, which costs me a little over 7s. per acre. 
I put on one share-farmer who works the land three times 
before he sows it. He has to pay me 7s. an acre as a first 
charge against the crop. If the crop goes only one bag 
per acre I give him the lot. If it is an ordinary crop it is 
divided equally. I find all the seed, wheat, and the manure. 

199. If it is only a one-bag crop you get nothing ¢?—Yes. 
Those terms are more liberal than is usual. 

200. Under what tenure is land held within the 12-mile 
limit of the proposed line?— Mostly conditional purchase and 
homestead farms. 

201. What in your opinion is the best method of linking 
up the western and southern railway systems ?!—I favour 
an extension of the proposed line to the Condobolin line. 

202. Mr. Drummond.| Reverting to the Lake Cowal 
resumption, you have stated that that land is supporting 
fifty-five farmers and their families, and that the average 
size of their holdings is 716 acres; then you state that 
when that area formed part of Lake Cowal station it ran 
some 25,000 sheep. What is the average carrying capacity 
of the land to be served by the proposed railway !—From a 
sheep to 14 acres to a sheep to 2 acres. 

203. It was stated at Ungarie that the district between 
Ungarie and Monia Gap will carry about a sheep to 4 
acres safely. Is the Committee to understand that the 
land along the line you favour is 50 per cent. better for 
sheep than the country further north and west 1—Yes, 
easily. 

204. That would account for the difference in values 
given to the Committee ?!—Yes. My own land works out 
at nearly a sheep to an acre. 

205. Is there much belar country between Wyalong 
and the terminus of the proposed line ?—Yes, in isolated 
areas. My own land is all belar. 


John Stanley Marshall Benson, district surveyor, Forbes, 
sworn, and examined :— 


206. Chairman.) What experience have you of the 
district to be served by the proposed railway —It is about 
thirty-one years since I took up duty here, but I was 
absent for eight or nine years. 

207. Will you describe the country from Wyalong, 
excluding that portion 12 miles from the town, to a point 
45 miles out /—In the main it is suitable for agriculture. 

208. What percentage of the land within a 12-mile 
limit of the proposed railway would be suitable for agri- 
culture !—Approximately four-fifths. The soil varies from 
sandy loam to clayey loam, with variable soils in between. 
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Witnesses-—L. M. Wilson and J. 8. M. Benson, 12 February, 1923. 


The main portion of the country is flat, commonly called 
level, with some slight undulations here and there, and 
with outcrops of quartz and slate. 

209. Are Temora and Barmedman in your district ?— 
Yes. 

219. Does the land along the proposed railway offer as 
fair a prospect of continuous cultivation as that between 
Wyalong and Temora?t—Except for the difference in 
climatic conditions I think it does. The climatic con- 
ditions are not so good as they are further east. The 
rainfall is not quite so good out here. 

211. How far from the proposed line is Wamboyne 
Range ?—Billy’s lookout is about 24 miles away. 

212. Would that range prevent wheat trathic from the 
other side to the proposed line?—Yes, to an exteut, but 
you can get through a valley. You cannot go in any 
direction you desire, but there are arteries througn th> 
range. It is only a short range. 

213. What would be a living area within twelve m1 s 
of the proposed railway ?—In the vicinity of 1,000 acres, 

214. Mr, Cameron.| Has land changed hands much in 
the district !—Several holdings have changed hands, but 
there are still a good many original settlers in the district. 

215. Is land on the cast side of Lake Cowal suitable for 
agriculture ?—It is in patches. 

216. What capital value would you put on the land with 
the railway ?—The land referred to varies in value from 
32s. 6d. to about £2 10s. per acre. 

217. Mr Burke.| What is your opinion of the merits of 
a railway from Ungarie to Monia Gap and one from 
Wyalong to Condobolin?—I favour the agricultural land 
along the Wyalong-Condobolin line. 

218. Do you consider that a larger area of better land 
would be served by a line from Wyalong towards Con- 
dobolin than from Ungarie towards Mona Gap ?—I believe 
there would be. 

219. Is there good country towards Condobolin ?—It is 
good grazing land now, and there are areas of good agricul- 
tural land. 

220. Is there sufficient good agricultural land to warrant 
the construction of a railway towards Condobolin !— It 
would be an expensive line to construct owing to the flood 
waters, 

221, Do you consider that district is well enough served 
for pastoral purposes at the present time by the Condobolin 
line ?— Yes. 

922. Have you seen prickly-pear in that arex?—No. I 
saw some at Jemalong Gap. 

223, Mr. T'ravers.| Has much development taken place 
in the Wamboyne district as a result of the construction of 
the Wyalong-Cargelligo railway /—Yes. 

224. Would there be as much development on the other 
side of the proposed line ?—I think so. 

225. Is the country within the influence of the proposed 
railway as good as that within the influence of the Wyalong- 
Cargelligo line 1—Yes. 

226. What is your opinion of the proposed route ?— 
Generally I do not think it could be bettered. 

227. Supposing it were decided to connect Wyalong 
with Condobolin or Bogan Gate, or some place between 
Bogan Gate and Condobolin which point would you go to !— 
T should say Bogan Gate is the most suitable point. After 
you cross the Lachlan you still meet flooded country. 

228. It is stated that there are 21,000 acres of State 
Forests within the influence of this railway. Do you know 
anything of the timber there ?—It is mostly pine and _ box, 
and there is ironbark in places. 

229. Is the pine of good commercial quality 1—It used 
to be, but considerable inroads have been made on the 
marketabie timber throughout the district. Too much 
pine has been cut. Very good pine is being grown by 
re-afforestation. 

230. Mr. Doe.| Is there any limestone country affected 
by the proposed railway ?—No. 

231. What is the mother rock ?—Sandstone and slate. 
There are also some granite schists and quartzose. 
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232. Apart from tke State Forests, what is the timber 
along the route of the proposed railway !—Box, pine, bull 
oak, belar, yarran, wilga, berrigan, some ironbark, and 
some stunted gum. 

253. Is there any timber suitable for railway sleepers !— 
It depends on whether the Commissioners will accept 
round-backs. You could not obtain first quality sleepers 
in large quantities in this district. ‘The ironbark is pipey 
and of rather twisted grain. 

254. Round-back sleepers are used now 1—Yes, 
235. Do you think by linking up with Bogan Gate better 
agricultural land would be servea 1—Yes. 

236. Mr. Drummond.| What is the length of Lake 
Cowal from end to end !~--About 18 miles. 

257. Is there any point at which it can be crossed 1—I 
have ridden ail over it when it was dry. The deepest 
portion is about 8 feet. 

238. I understand that the edge of the lake is about 4 
miles from the proposed line ?— About 3? miles. 

239. Is the lake often dry ?—It is dry now. 
only seen it full twice in thirty years. 

240. Chatrman.| How does the country between Bar- 
medman and Condobolin compare with that between Wya- 
long and Condobolin ?—I like the lake country better. 

241. What is the carrying capacity of the land .im- 
proved !—About a sheep to an acre and a half to two acres. 

242. How do the settlers out there obtain water ?!—By 
sinking tanks. 

243. Is it good holding country for water !—There are 
certain places where the soil is not so retentive, but you 
can always find suitable localities for holding water on a 
holding of any size. 


I have 


Samuel Wilson, grazier, Lake Cowal, sworn and examined :— 


244, Mr. Mahony.| How long have you resided at Lake 
Cowal!—Thirty-seven years. I have about 40,000 acres, 
suitable for grazing and agriculture. I had about 900 
acres under wheat last year, and this year about 1,200. 

245. Do you know the route of the proposed railway ?— 
Yes, I believe such a line would serve the district well. 

246. Through what class of country does the proposed 
line pass?—Through grey box country, the best in this 
district for wheat. 

247. Are there any other large estates within the 
influence of the proposed line /—Birambil is one 

248. If the proposed railway were constructed would 
you be prepared to subdivide your land for eloser settle- 
ment ?—We only have 10,000 acres of secured land. The 
remainder is Crown land. ; 

249. What is the living area for a man and family in 
your district !—1,000 acres for a working man. A lazy 
man would need a lot more. That is in the vicinity of the 
line, 

250. Where do you consider the terminus of the line 
should be ?—It should go tu Condobolin unquestionably. 

251. What is the character of the land within the 12 

_mile limit of the railway?—Good wheat land. Towards 
Condobolin it is rather patchy and there is some clayey 
land. Still one crop there went 35 bushels to the acre 
thirty years ago. 

252, Would you construct the line to Condobolin or 
would you take it to a point further east —To Condobolin. 

253, You do not favour the Bogan Gate suggestion 1— 
No. 

254, Is there not some flooded country around Con- 
dobolin !—Yes, for a few miles, but there is twice as much 
going to Bogan Gate. Condobolin township is on the bank 
of the river on a hill. <A line to Condobolin would be a 
straight one, and it would provide connection with Broken 
Hill and Adelaide. It would be a shorter route. 

255. Is the land which is not suitable for wheat suitable 
for pastoral purposes?—Around Wamboyne and Billy’s 
Lookout the land is all suitable for wheat. I would say 
95 per cent. of it would be suitable for agriculture. 

256. What is your opinion of the Gilgai country for 
agriculture !— Victorian farmers have told me that it is all 
right after afew years. They say that it can be levelled 
up by harrowing. 


Witnesses—J. S. M. Benson and §. Wilson, 12 February, 1923. 


257. Is there any mallee country in your district !—Yee, 
a little. 

258. Do you agree with the evidence given by the 
district surveyor at Forbes ’—No, not with regard to the 
range. There is a gap at Billy’s Lookout where a railwry 
station might be provided. 

259. What is the capital value of land in the Take 
Cowal district /— Unimproved, about 30s. per acre. 

260. What would be the added value as the result of 
the construction of the railway !—About £1 per acre. 

261. What is the timber in the forest reserve in the 
district ?—Box, suitable for round-back sleepers, and there 
is ironbark in places. 

262. What will the land carry !—About a sheep to two 
acres, 

263. How do you provide water supply /—By means of 
tanks, which hold water like a bottle. ‘The advantage of 
this district is that there is from 4 to 6 inches of loam cn 


top of the brown clay of a very retentive nature. It is 
the retentive subsoil that makes the land so good. Once 


you pass Girral you run out of grey box and agricultural 
country. You enter Bimbil with deep soil. 

264. Mr. Travers.) Apart from your 10,000 acres of 
secured land what is the tenure of your other land !— 
Five thousand eight hundred acres of scrub lease, with 
three years and nine months to run; 5,000 acres of forest 
reserve, and the balance flooded country in the bed of 
Lake Cowal, and a travelling stock route leased. The 
scrub lease is the best land we have. I offered it to the 
Government for resumption at 15s. per acre with improve- 
ments. 

265. What distance are you from the Wyalong-Urgarie 
line ?—1 am 27 miles from Wyalong. Some of our land is 
within 11 miles of Girral and about the same distance from 
Calleen. The homestead is 27 miles from Wyalong. 

266. What induced you to go in for wheat ?-—-Because it 
paid me. We have the right to cultivate 5,000 acres of 
our scrub lease. The proposed railway would pass within 
a mile and a half of that land. 

267. If wheat growing is a payable proposition, why 
have you only 900 acres under cultivation /—Because our 
freehold land is too far from the railway to grow wheat 
profitably. 

268. How far will your property be from the proposed 
line ?—The freehold laud, 1 chain. 

269. What proportion of your land would you be pre- 
pared to put under cultivation if the line were constructed ? 
—I would sooner sell it and let someone clse farm it. I 
am too old now, 

270. What proportion of your land is suitable for agri 
culture }—50 per cent. 

271. Was your yield off 900 acres satisfactory !-—Ycs. 
T once grew nineteen bags of oats to the acre. I have 
grown thirty-three bushels of wheat without fallowing. 
I have put in crops each year for thirty-six years, and have 
had only four failures. We never fallowed. 

272. There is a suggestion that the line should go from 
Ungarie to Condobolin and another from Barmedman 
towards Condobolin. Considering also the proposed rail- 
way from Wyalong towards Condobolin, which of the three 
de you favour?!—The line to Billy’s Lookout. But I do 
not consider that this line is a rival of the Ungarie line. 
There is no necessity to connect Ungarie with Condobolin, 

273. Mr. Doe.] What is the improved value of your 
land {—About £3 10s. per acre. 

274. What do the improvements consist of ?—Ringing, 
rabbit netting, and the effects of the ringing which you 
have to wait for. 

275. You are willing for the Government to take over 
your scrub lease at 15s. per acre?—Yes. It is netted and 
has tanks all over the place. I do not want to stand in 
the way of settlement. I would sooner hold 1,000 acres in 
the district between Wyalong and Billy’s Lookout than 
2,000 acres in the Ungarie district. 

276. Mr, Drummond.| It is a mistake to put land under 
crop while the timber is green ?—Yes. I would sooner burn 
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Witnesses—S. Wilson, W. A. Buttenshaw, and D. L. Gordon, 12 February, 1923. 


off 10 acres of ringbarked country than one acre of green 
country. If you cut down green timber and burn it off you 
will ruin the ground for years, 

277. Mr. Cameren.| What is the shire valuation of land 
in your district ?—About 25s, 

978. Does Birambil lend itself to closer settlement ?— 
Yes, it is all wheat country. 

279. What is the size of the blocks in your district !— 
Mostly 2,569 acres with a few big stations thrown in. All 
that land is used for grazing. 

280. Stress was laid on a statement that there were no 
Crown lands in the vicinity of the proposed line ?—That 
shows that people recognised that the land was worth 
taking up. It was too good to be left as Crown land. The 
railway would lend itself to closer settlement. 

281. Are the large areas suitable for subdivision ?— 
Decidedly. My son had only 2,560 acres until a few years 
ago,and the second bezt crop I ever saw was grown on 
his selection. 


William Arthur Buttenshaw, farmer and grazier, Billy’s 
Lockout, via Wyalong, sworn, and examined :— 


282, Mr, Doe.| How long have you resided in the dis- 
trict !—Twenty-five years I hold 5,300 acres, and am 
farming for wheat from 100 to 400 acres. T have cleared 
about 600 acres. I first started farming in 1912, when we 
put in about 70 acres for grain. My place is 30 miles 
from Wyalong and 24 miles from the nearest point on the 
Wyalong—Carjellico line. I have prepared the following 
brief statement :— 


One thousand nine hundred and twelve was the first year that I 
commenced farming for grain. That year I started a share-farmer, 
and put about 70 acres under wheat, and each year after that he 
farmed from 250 to about 330 acres. He continued up to 1917 with 
varying success, and although I have not any accurate records of 
the yields, I think they work out at about 10 bushels on an average 
including 1914, when the crop was a total failure. In 1916 the 
crop gave great promise, but rust and heavy raia storma greatly 
reduced the yield. The hay yiel! that season was quite 3 tons per 
acre. Prices received for wheat during those years were very low, 
and the cost of cartage to the railway was very high. In 1917 we 
paid £160 to have our wheat carted, 3» we gave it ps | 
continued with my small plant, farming about 100 acres for 
grain each year, and my average for 1937, 1918, 1919, and 1920 
was 13} bushels per acre, including 1919, when our yield averaged 
‘only 1 bushe’. We stripped as high as 30 bushels per acre in 1917, 
and 33 bushels in 1920, and never used fertiliser or had any fallow. 
Jn 1917 I paid £1 7s. 6d. per ton for cartage, and the eame in 1920. 
That is a very heavy handicap, working out at almost 9d. per bushel. 
My farming methods have been very lax, as owing to the disadvan- 
tage of being so far from rail I have always placed farming opera- 
tions second to the care of sheep. With reasonable railway facilities 
I am confident that wheat would be g own very extensively and 
profitably along the proposed line. The railway would lead to a 
great deal of settlement and would find employment for a large 
number of men. The whole of the country to be served is splendidly 
adapted to closer settlement, it being undulating, and the subsoil 
very retentive. Water can be conserved anywhere. The district 
is well within the recognised wheat belt, and with up-to-date farm- 
ing methods and the proper amount of fertiliser, the yields from thi. 
district would compare favourably with any wheat land in the 
State. Our average rainfall is about 18 inches, sufficient if proper 
farming methods are followed. The line would encourage the 
raising of fat lambs. The land is particularly well suited for 
that branch of primary production. Tt takes three days by road to 
drive lambs to the trucking yards at Wyalong, and sucker lambs 
waste rapidly once taken off their mothers, especially in hot 
weather. That applies to older sheep in a leaser degree, but not- 
withstanding, sheep from this locality have topped the Sydney 
market on many occasions. The timber on most of the land adja- 

‘cent to the proposed line is thoroughly ringbarked and dead, and 
could be cleared ready for the plough at small cost. Many hundre ls 
of acres of land already cleared would be broken up as soon as the 
line was constructed. 


283. Had you experience of wheat growing before you 
oo to this district ?—No. I believe in fallowing the 
and, 

284, What is the carrying capacity 
generally carry about 3,000 sheep. ' 
about 2 acres to a sheep. 

285. What is a living arca within a 12-miles radius of 
the proposed line ?—About 1,000 acres. 

286. What varieties of wheat do you grow !—Generally, 


Federation, Canberra, and Bunyip, which have given the 
best results, 


of your land 1—TI 
That works out at 


287. Have you had flag smut in wheat ?—A little. 

288. Do you favour the route as proposed ?—Yes, I 
think it is the best, from my knowledge of the country. 

289. What is the land like south of Ccndobolin and 
immediately south of Bogan Gate?—I prefer it towards 
Bogan Gate. 

290. Do you use manure ?—No. 

291. Your holding is really too far from the railway to 
justify you growing wheat as a first consideration ?—That 
18 so. 

292. What is the rainfall in your district ?—About 
18 inches. 

293. Does it fall in the growing period ?—I should say 
10 inches does. 

294. What is the timber in your district ?—Grey box 
and pine. 

295. Could sleepers be obtained out there ?!—Yes, a fair 
number of grey box and ironbark sleepers. 

296. What do you propose to do with your 5,000 acres 
if the proposed liae is constructed !—Either subdivide it 
or go in extensively for share-farming. 

297. What is a reasonable selling value of the land in 
your district without the railway ?—I should say about 
£3 per acre improved. The railway would enhanee its 
value about £1 per acre. . 


David Logan Gordon, jfarmer and grazier, Clear Ridge 
West Wyalong, sworn and examined :— 

208. Mr. Cameron.| What area do you hold?—700 
acres. JI have been here five years. I grew wheat in the 
Temora district for a few years before I came here. 

299. How dees the agricultural land in this district 
compare with the Temora district?—I believe the land 
here is quite as good as the Temora land, and if we had 
the same rainfall it would be better. 

300. Had you your own property at Temora ?-—No, I 
was share-farming. 

301. What did it eost you to clear the land for the 
plough t—Oak and box country about 15s. per acre. I 
have prepared the following stat-ment of wheat grown on 
my property at C'ear Ridge :— 


Area cultivated. Yield. 
BOS sO ees. ses 300 aeres ©... 90) bags 
FOES-88) Cede S06 2 ee 300°; 
FORGOT 504, 2,750 ,, 
Y92E-92 oi. 208 45 (alee 2,800 ,, 
QGP O38) een BOP so asinvs 900 ., 
ER otalle cee. tases . 1,690 acres. 7,650 bags. 


It has cost me 15s. per ton for carting. 


302. I presume you'run a few sheep on your wheat 
farm 1—- Yes. 

303. What is a living area in your district }—Within a 
12-miles radius of the line about 1,000 acres. Fallowed 
land has yielded me about two bags per acre more. 

304. How far is your holding from the railway 1—12 
miles, 

305. Are the rabbits bad in your district 1—No. 

306. Is the land throughout your distric3 suitable for 
farming !—Yes, there is hardly an acre between Wyalong 
and my district that is not suitable for farming. 

307. Do you favour the route as proposed 1—Yes. 

308. What is the tenure of your land /—Homestead 
farm. 

309. What is the unimproved capital value ?—37s. 6d. 


310. Was that the original value ?—£2 was the original 


value. 

311. Chairman.| I notice tiat during the five years you 
have been wheat-farming, for two years vou got seven bags 
to the acre ; txo years, three bags ; and one year, one bag ; 
is that an average of 4} bags for five years !—Yes. 

312. Does your neighbour's yield about equal what you 
have had /—Yes, it is about the same, although some have 
had a little more,and some, I suppose, less. The differenee 
in the rainfall accounts for the variation in yield. 

313. What was the quality of the wheat grown ?—It 
went 653 lb. to the bushel. No deductions were made. 

314, What was f.a.q. /—Sixty-one—4}$ points over f.a.q, 


775 


15 


Witnesses—D. L. Gordon and A, 


315. Mr, Doe.] Do you winter fallow 1—Only a little. 

316. What variety of wheat do you grow /—Yandilla 
King, federation, canberra, and firbank. 

317. Have you suffered from flag smut 7—This year I 
did. It took a bag out of my crop this year. 

318. Mr. Mahony.] Do you employ labour !— Yes, 

319. Chairman.|] Do you do your own carting !—Some 
of it. 


Algernon Sidney Vanderberg, farmer, Billy’s Lookout, vta 
Wyalong, sworn, and examined :— 

320. Mr. Burke.| How long have you resided at Billy’s 
Lookout ?—About ten years. I have 750 acres, and am 
growing wheat. I also run afew sheep. My place is not 
big enough. I should like to have about 1,000 acres or 
more. I have a family of seven children. 

321. Your 700 acres has enabled you to live ?—Yes, as 
long as I work hard myself. 

322. Do you do your own carting ?—No, I have let most 
of that. Its costs me from 12s. to 15s. a ton. I have 
prepared the following particulars of wheat sown and 
harvested :— 


Acres sown and bags stripped :— 


Year. Sown. Stripped. 
1914... 80 ... 50acres— 40 bags, nearly 1 bag (due drought). 
HOS in Fe ci 1ST is 496 ,, ay 
T9lGe ee 19UP 2. EGO ,; O75: 5; over 6 ,, 
LON Terran SRO Cane bas 1,260 ., 7 GS; 
FOR ZIG es see 600 odd bags 6 =, 
1olgue oa"... 210, 220s » 1 ,, (droughty). 
1920 ... 240 ... 200 ,, 1,300 ,, tie” 6 
W21.. 250 .: 210 ,, 1,490 ,, mele ys 
1922 .. 280 250 1,124 55 4i,, An 


“Average for nine years = five bags. 

The past season was the first I sowed fallowed, the yield being 
five bags. 

323. Do you use fertiliser /—Yes. 

324. What is a fair living area in your district /—1,000 
acres, 


Van lerberg, 12 February, and W. H. Golding, 13 February, 1923. 


325, What capital would a man require to start farming 
in your district 7—From £500 to £1,000. I would take it 
on again with £500, although that is a bit low. My area 
is not sufficient to grow wheat and run sheep, and a farmer 
requires to do both. 

326. What is a fair distance to be from the railway ? 
—Not more than 10 miles. [I like the land in this district. 
I am a cockney, and have taken to the life here well. IT 
like it. At one time I was dairying in Victoria. I have 
been in Australia for twenty-five years. You do not 
require to be born on the land to make a success of farming, 

327. Mr. Mahony.] Do you think that assistance by the 
Rural Bank would enable farmers to do better in your dis- 
trict ?— Yes, although I could have struggled on without it. 
By getting it I got on a little better. 

328. Is pot your 700 acres an indication of what is a 
living area in your district ?—It is not enough. A man 
wants a little to spare. 

329, Mr. Doe.] Is your land a specially good block ?— 
No, there is similar land in the district. There are light 
patches in my area, and some are heavy. The timber is 
box and open pine. 

330. How did your fallowed land compare with that 
which was not fallowed 1—The yield on the fallowed land 
was better. 

331. Do you propose to go in for winter fallow to a 
greater extent!—Yes. Iam better able todo so now. I 
have been compelled to go in for continuous cropping 
because of my limited area. 

332. How many sheep have you on your place }—Over 
100 at present. I had nearly 200, but I had to get rid of 
some. 

333. What sort of wheat do you grow !— Federation, 
improved Steinweidel, Lewis early, and Canberra. The 
improved Steinweidel and Federation yield a good all round 
crop. 


TUESDAY, 13 FEBRUARY, 1923. 
[The Committee met in the Shire Council Chamber, West Wyalong. | 


Present :— 
Tire Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairMAy). 


The Ilon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Doe, Esa. 
Davi Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong 
towards Condobolin. 


William Henry Golding, farmer and grazier, Wilga Hill, 
Condobolin, sworn and examined :— 


334. Mr. Drummond.| What area do you hold ?—4,428 
acres of conditional purchase and conditional lease land. 
The nearest point of my property to the railway is 26 miles. 
1 have about 700 acres cleared, and have put in 400 acres 
in the last three years. 


335. If the proposed railway were constructed by how 
much would you increase your cultivation area !—200 per 
cent. on 600 acres. 


336. Is the whole of your land suitable for agriculture !— 
4,000 acres is suitable for agriculture. 


337. What area would you crop yearly !—From 800 to 
1,000 acres. I have five sons at home with me at present, 
two had to go away and look for land near the railway. It 
did not pay them to cart wheat to Condobolin. If the railway 
went near my place there would be sufficient agricultural 
land there for the whole of my family. To cart wheat 26 
or 27 miles is too big a handicap. 


338. How long have you been growing wheat there !— 
I have had the place sixteen years. When the timber 
died in 1914 I went in for cultivation. My average yield 
has been four and a half bags over eleven years. = 


339. Have you fallowed the land?—Yes. I had 150 
acres under winter fallow last year, and got three bags to 
the acre. 

340. What is a fair distance to profitably cart wheat to 
the railway !—Twelve to 14 miles. 

341. What is the carrying capacity in your district }— 
Improved, a sheep to three acres. 

342, What is the rainfall out there?—A little over 
16 inches. 

343. Do you favour the route as proposed ?—Yes, I do 
not think it could be bettered. 

344. Do you haul your wheat to Condobolin !— Yes. 

345. What would be a living area in your district if the 
railway were built 1—From 1,000 to 1,500 acres, according 
to distance frora rail. 

346. Is the land fairly even in quality /—Yes. 

347. Can water be obtained out there?—Yes; it can be 
conserved in tanks, During the sixteen years I have been 
there I have not been without water. 

348. Do you consider that if the proposed line were 
constructed it would prove financially successful 7—Yes ; I 
do. We are too far away from market. The farmer has 
only one chance out there, and that is wheat. If he had 
the railway he could grow wheat for hay or for grain, and 
do well, ‘ 
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Witnesses—J. Porter, S. Lydlow, and R. Fitzgerald, 13 February, 1923. 


James Porter, farmer and grazier, Glenmore, West Wyalong 
sworn, and examined :— 


349. Mr. Burke.] Have you resided long in the dis- 
trict 1— Over thirty-four years. 

350. How far is your holding from the railway ?—17 
miles. It is mixed farming country. Seventeen miles is 
rather too far to cart wheat. Ten miles is quite far enough. 

351. How much land have you under cultivation ?—From 
1,000 to 1,200 acres. J farm from 250 up to 500 acres. I 
lave jotted down the following particulars regarding 
cultivation and yield on my property :— 


Year. 

NGS sodoge SUD RORES)  cadercene 83 bags to acre. 
UE) Kalas Resrnbace AQOF Hig - iSteaesece 9 i 

(RE weas cide PARU The Shan baabo 7 » 

UM Reh conten anc B00 Bsa... Mussa. has 4 36 

OW) donneose No wheat in. 

LOZ URE hese 250 acres! eects 8 mA 

1921 SHOW og ann oate 5 4p 

UPA Gaeeeetnac 400 ,, 


Under wheat 300 acres, fed off, 286 bags, have averaged about 
14 bushels, 

352. How long is it since you commenced farming ?—I 
started on a small scale in 1902, and continued till 1915. 
Since then I have done a bit more. 

353. Do you carry stock on your holding?—Yes, a 
reasonable number of both sheep and cattle. 

354. Is your holding good agricultural land!—The red 
country is good, the black country is more uncertain. 

355. Do you fallow !—T have fallowed, As far as I am 
concerned it is a secondary consideration. 

‘ 356. What is a fair living area in your district ?— From 
1,000 to 1,500 acres. I hold 7,880 acres. The proposed 
line passes about 5 miles from my property. 

357. Do you favour the line being extended to Bogan 
Gate or to Condobolin !— Bogan Gate, as it would open up 
a bigger area of farming country. 
there is more plain country, which is not as good for farm- 
ing as the timber land. 

358. What capital does a man require to start farming 
in your district ~About £1,000; some would do it on 
£500. 

359. Chairman.] What do you propose to do with your 
7,000 acres if the railway is constructed ?—I shall go in for 
mixed farming. 

360. Mr. Doe.| Can railway sleepers be obtained along 
the route of the proposed line?—Yes, there is grey box, 
and there is some ironbark on the ridges. 

361. Do you know whether there is more flooded country 
on the Condobolin route as compared with the other —A 
direct route could be obtained from Wamboyne to the 
Lachlan, where there is not as much flooded country as 
there is on the way to Condobolin. : 

362. Is the land better towards Bogan Gate than towards 
Condobolin !—Yes, it is better on the river frontage. 


Samuel Ludlow, farmer and grazier, via West Wyalong, 
sworn and examined :— 


363. Mr. Mahony.| I understand you have resided in 
the district for some years?1—Thirty-two years. I have 
6,887 acres, I have prepared the following statement of 
my activities on the land :— 


I hold 1,920 acres freehold and 4,967} conditioual purchase land 
at Wamboyne, 28 miles from Wyalong and 22 miles from Girral. 
About 5,000 acres is suitable for agriculture, the balance being 
grazing land. It is just thirty-two years since I selected the pro- 
perty, and am residing on it. I have been in the district ever since. 
[have made a living grazing and growing wheat. Owing to the 
high cost of carriage, viz., 25s. per ton, I have not gone in as 
extensively for wheat as I should have if a railway ran through the 
district. The ccuntry on either side of the proposed route from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin for a distance of 10 or 12 miles on 
each side consists of rich, red, loamy soil, with a good retentive 
subsoil, varying from 4 to 8 inches in depth, and very suitable for 
wheat. J have grown wheat during the past thirty years, and have 
had three failures. J have stripped up to 32 bushels of wheat and 
2 tons of hay to the acre. With up-to-date methods of farming and 
fallowing this district would produce crops equal to any in the 
State. Failures would be practically unknown. This district is 
equal to any in the State for raising and fattening stock of all 
kinds, and with facilities for the quick transit of fat stock to 
market a large amount of revenue would be deriyed, It would be 


Towards Condobolin. 


a great incentive towards raising fat lambs for export. It is impos 
sible to drive fat lambs any great distance to truckiug yards, as the 
bloom goes off them very quickly. The district is also very suitable 
for growing fruit, including grapes, peaches, plums, prunes, apricots, 
nectarines, quinces, and citrus fruits. All kinds of vegetables grow 
well too. 

There is a considerable quantity of very fine cyprus pine reserved 
in large State forests, and to be obtained elsewhere along tl e rcute. 
There is alsoa fair amount of grey box, ironbark; and red gum alc ng 
the Lachlan River suitable for sleepers. Three sawmills are 
operating in the district at the present time, two cutting pine, the 
other on the Lachlan River cutting red gum. 

364, What is the average wheat yield in your district 
over a number of years!—I should say the average is 
about 14 bushels during the thirty years I have been 
growing wheat. I have 800 acres cleared at the present 
time. If the line were constructed I should put my land 
to the test use. Most of my land is suitable for agricul- 
ture. I have six sons, and would divide 5,000 aeris 
amongst them. 

365. In what direction do you think the line should go ?— 
To Condobolin. Within 9 or 10 miles of Condobolin the 
country is suitable for agriculture, the balance being 
heavy black soil. There is some flooded land in that 
black soil country. 

366. Do you know the country towards Bogan Gate? 
Yes, I should consider it better than the country within a 
few miles of Condobolin. There is good agricultural land 
south of the Lachlan towards Forbes. 

367. Is not the soil heavy 10 miles out from Condo! o- 
lin !— Yes. 


Richard Fitzgerald, farmer and grazier, va West 
Wyalong, sworn, and examined :— 


368. Mr. Travers,] :—Is your holding far from Wyalong ? 
—Thirty miles north. I hold 2,240 acres, and am grazing 
and farming. 

369. Are you far from the existing railway !—Twenty-six 
miles. 

370. Have you fallowed your land ?—No, except this 
year. Before | took up my block I worked in the district 
as a labourer for a consideradle time. 

371. Is your property secured land !—It is conditional 
purchase and conditional lease. ae 

372. Is the whole of it suitable for agriculture ?—Not 
more than 100 acres are not. 

373. If a railway were constructed from Wyalong in the 
direction of Condobolin, how much of your land would be 
put under wheat ?—I shall have £00 acres cleared in a short 
time, and intend to increase the area to 600 acres. I am 
prepared to give over half of my area to one of my sons, or 
to allow the Government to resume the land if it does not 
think that is afair thing. I have reared a family of twelve. 
A man out there requires 1,200 acres: 

374. The official evidence shows that there are 500,000 
acres of freehold land, and 100,000 acres of Crown land 
within the influence of the proposed railway ;—can you say 
what percentage of that land within 12 miles radius is 
suitable for agriculture ?—Almost the whole of it. I 
favour the route from Wyalong towards Bogan Gate. There 
are some obsiacles this side of Condobolin, and perhaps 
there would be fewer on the route to Bogan Gate. If the 
line is to be extended at any time it should be to Bogan 
Gate. Sixteen neighbours of mine settled on the land with 
me thirty-three or thirty-four years ago. We were so well 
satisfied with the crops we grew that we have increased 
our cultivation areas from 400 to 1,600 acres, but we are 
too far from the railway. I have done a good deal of 
carting, and I can say that the whole of the wheat within 
12 miles of the line is delivered before you can get a carrier 
to go out 30 miles and bring in your wheat. ‘The carrier 
can see one day in front of him, and knows what he has to 
do, but if he has to go out 30 miles he cannot be sure what 
he has todo. We have to stack our wheat and the crows 
and mice destroy it. A share-farmer came to our district 
seven years ago who had farmed in Victoria, at Temora, 
and Barellan. Last year he left the district and was able 
to purchase a nice holding for himself on the Stockinbingal 
line. He afterwards left. 
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Fitnesses—R. Fitzgerald, W. H. Marsham, H. A. Kaye, and S, Ridley, 13 February, 1923. 


375. Why did he leave the district?—-He wanted a 
holding of his own. He told me that he preferred the 
Wyalong district with 2 inches less of rain; so it seems 
that he would like to be back here. 


te A 


Wilton Hedley Marshman, farmer, Ironbark Hill, via West 
Wyalong, sworn, and examined :— 

376. Mr. Doe.] How long have you been farming in this 
district !—About twelve years. Prior to that I was farming 
in north-western Victoria, having been born and reared on 
afarm. I have prepared the following statement of crops 
grown on Ironbark Hill for eight years :— 


1915 to 1922. 
1915—500 acres yielding 2,650 bags ; average 16 bushel. 


mic-—-600 —C, «~SCtss 3, 4000 sate hg eR 
17600. |, ,, a BONO. toot ree 
1918—700 ” M9 2,800 ” ” 12 oe 
FOGG 2) 60 ,, a hig el 
120-600, “ot Geupie 00? eeel9. ep. 
2071 = A400) 02) RESTON Rs x) ap tae 
163-908 eS 600%, Pe bay 2 


Tn eight years we have harvested about 5,230 acres of wheat for 
23,810 bags, or an average for eight years, including the big drought 
of 1919 and this last very dry year, of 44 bags to the acre, which, at 
an average price of 13s. 4d., amounts to £3.an acre per year. Hay 
sufficient for home consumption has been cut off the best of the crop. 
We have been continuously clearing and putting under cultivation 
raw mallee country which, for the first two years, ig very unpro- 
ductive, and consequently has greatly reduced the yield. Last 
year 300 acres of old ground fallowed averaged 21 bushels, while 
60 acres of new ground yielded only 5 bushels per acre. We have 
grown Algerian and Sunrise oats successfully. Algerian oats in 
1920 yielded 48 bushels to the acre, and Sunrise oats in the present 

.dry season 30 bushels on a small area. 
The figures show that the returns have been good during 


the time we have been farming in the district. 


377. What area have you ?—Nearly 2,400 acres. 

378. What variety of wheat do you grow ?—We find 
that Federation, as a continuous yielder, is the best. [ 
also grow Canberra, and other early maturing wheats. 

379. What do you consider is the value of land in your 
district without the railway ?—On mallee Jand I think the 
Government should pay us a bonus to start. It will grow 
wheat, but it is too costly to clear. 

380. Have you gone in for dry-farming?—Only to a 
limited extent. As my land becomes better cultivated the 
yield will be increased. 

381. Do you favour the route of the proposed railway as 
shown on the map?—Yes, I do not think it could be 
improved.. 

382. Are you acquainted with the country between 
Ungarie and Condobolin, or between Barmedman and 
Condobolin ?—Yes; 12 or 15 miles east of the line from 
Barmedman to Wyalong the soi! is of a heavier nature, and 
is not, under present farming methods, the best for wheat 
growing. 

383. Have you used manure on your land?—- Yes ; about 
45 lb. to the acre. It pays to manure your land, as you 
get better results. From what I know of farming in north- 
western Victoria farmers here are only playing with their 
country. With better farming methods the yield in this 
district can be increased by 50 per cent., which would add 
materially to the earning powers of the proposed line. 

384. Is there any timber within reasonable distance of 
the proposed railway suitable for sleepers ; Yes ; not more 
than 7 miles from Wyalong there is a forest reserve in 
which a considerable number of ironbark sleepers could be 
obtained. Further out there is a good deal of grey box 
and a quantity of ironbark, some of which is suitable for 
sleepers. Grey box does not last in the ground as well as 
ironbark, but it lasts a considerable time. 

385. What capital docs a farmer require to start wheat- 
growing in your district?}—Up to £1,000. although it 
depends largely on the man, Some men would start on 
nothing and be successful. The progress of such men 
would, ef course, be slower. 

386. Does your land hold water well?—Yes, exception- 
ally well, 
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387. What is the saving in cost by haying a silo at your 
railway station ?—About 2d. or 3d. a bushel. Practically 
the whole of the land to be served by the propesed railway 
is suitable for wheat. 

388. Mr. Drummond.| What is a minimum livIng area 
in the district ?’—About 750 acres, but areas should be 
larger. Probably 1,000 acres would be a more suitable 
area. 

389. Do you find that the land with continuous working 
improves the yield /—Yes, 


Harold Alfved Kaye, manager, F. Crago & Sons, Limited, 
millers and grain merchants, Wyalong, sworn and 
examined :— 


390. Chairman.| Will you tell the Committee something 
of the milling qualities of wheat grown in the district to 
be served by the proposed railway !—Yes, I might read the 
following letter written by me to Mr. Leslie Wilson 
respecting the subject :— 


Milling qualities of wheats grown in the Wyalong district, 
West Wyalong, 19th February, 1923. 

Dear sir, 

In reference to the above matter, we would state that flour 
milled from W yalong wheat is highly satisfactory as to quality and 
return of flour per bushel. 

The heavy bearing varieties, which are very numerous, grown in 
this district with success, are excellent from a milling point of view, 
and do not require surengthening with extra strong wheats which 
are of low yielding nature, and therefore more expensive to produce. 

A big percentage of the wheat treated at our mill, over a number 
of years, has been delivered to us from growers cn county which 
proposed line Wyalong-Lake Cowal—Condobolin will serve. 

Yours faithfully, 
F, Crago axp Sons, Limiren, 
perc H. Kaye. 

391, I understand that generaliy wheat grown in this 
district is hard enough not to require mixing with harder 
wheat /—That is so. 

392. Where do you find a market for your flour?—For 
two years we have done no export trade from the Wyalorg 
mill. We have a market in the State. Previously we 
exported flour to the East. We do not know where our 
flour went in the war period. 

393. Did you receive a report from your agents who 
did your selling in the East as to how your flour was 
received there /—Yes ; no distinction was made. 


ee 


Samuel Ridley, farmer and grazier, Tip Top, ria West 
Wyalong, sworn, and examined :—— 

394. Cameron.] Is your property far from West 
Wyalong !—25 miles. 

395. What is your opinion of the proposed railway from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin and the alternative routes 
as shown on the plan ?—I consider that the West Wyalcng 
towards Condobolin proposal is the best. 

396. How far would your property be from the line — 
It would go through portion of my land. 

397. What is the land like through which the line would 
run{—It is box, pine, and bull-oak country, of good 
agricultural quality. 

398. How many acres do you kold?’—6,7(0. Last year 
T had in 1,240 acres. : 

399. How far have you-to cart your wheat !— 25 miles 
to Girral, at a cost of 9d. a bushel. 

400. Do you do your own carting /—Sometimes, other- 
wise | should have to wait for carriers. The whrat has to 
s‘and in the paddock, and mice destroy a lot of it. 

401. Can you profitably grow wheat 25 miles from the 
railway ’—No, the expenses are too heavy. ‘Ten mile is 
far enough. 

402. Did you buy your land improved {Some of it. 

403. What does it cost to clear land like yours for the 
plough !—Two pounds per acre if it is green, but if ycu 
let the timber d'e and set fire to if, the cost is not great. 
My land is freehold and conditio:al purchase, all converted. 

404, What is the improved value of your land as it 
stands ?’—About £2 10s. On it there is some grey box 
which I think would do for sleepers, 
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Witnesses—C. West, T. Croft, and R. S. G. Ridley, 13 February, 1923, 


Charles West, farmer and grazier, Lake View, via West 
Wyalong, sworn, and examined :— 


405, Chairman.] What are your views regarding the 
proposed railway towards Condobolin !—My place is about 
20 miles north of West Wyalong. I have been in the dis- 
trict for thirty-one years. I was induced to come to the 
district because I thought we should havea railway. I 
hold 13,800 acres, of which not more than 2,000 acres is 
not suitable for agriculture. We farm about 3,000 acres, 
and cart wheat into Wyalong and some to Girral at a cost 
of 1s. 3d. per ton per mile. We had about 13,000 acres in 
years ago, but the increase in wagey and the cost of cartage 
and machinery made it all too expensive. The distance is 
too far. 

406. How far would your property be from the pro- 
posed railway ?—It would run along the eastern side. 

407, What do you propose to do with your 13,000 acres 
if the railway is built ?—Go in for’share-farming, or put it 
under closer settlement. 

408. How much of your 13,000 acres is freehold ?—It is 
all freehold and conditional purchase, with the exception of 
2,300 acres of conditional lease land. 

409. Would you subdivide your land?—Hither that or 
put it under closer settlement some other way. 

410, Is your 13,000 acres typical of land in the district ? 
—Yes. I think other land is quite as good as mine; it is 
ideal country for wheat. 

411. What would provide a living area on your holding ? 
—One thousand acres is a fair thing. For a man with a 
family, perhaps 1,500 acres. 

412, What is its carrying-capacity /—About a sheep to 
the acre. 

413. Is it all improved !—Yes, pretty well. 

414. Do you carry about 10,000 sheep 1—Yes, and a few 
cows. Iam not here to say anything against the alterna- 
tive route, but I consider that the line from Wyalong to 
Wamboyne is the best for wheat-growing. 

415. Is the land along the course of the proposed line 
equal to the country served by the Temora—Wyalong 
section of the Lake Carjellico line from the standpoint of 
wheat-growing !— Yes. 

416. Would you expect to see the same result from the 
construction of the proposed railway as is to be seen in the 
vicinity of the Temora-Wyalong line !—Yes, I think better 
results. 


Tom Croft, grazier, Cooinooi, Wamboyne, sworn, 
and examined :— 


417. Chairman.] What is the size of your holding ?— 
2,556 acres, which is a homestead farm. I may state that 
the distance from the nearest point of my block to the 
railway siding at Girral is 23 miles straight, and consider- 
ably further by road, so that the long haulage prohibits me 
growing wheat for market. I am 5 miles from the 
proposed railway terminus near Wamboyne. About 
900 acres of my land are very suitable for wheat, and I 
would engage share-farmers to cultivate it should the pro- 
posed line be built. That portion of Lake Cowal known 
as Nerang Cowal, or the Little Lake, is separated from the 
main lake bed by a narrow strip of high land. The main 
lake must fill and flow over that strip before any water 
enters the Little Lake. Old residents have told me that 
the Little Lake has had no water in it since 1894, probably 
because the roads built this side of the river keep back 
most of the flood waters. Therefore that portion of the lake 
may be considered crossable at all times. The Lake Cowal 
country is excellent fattening land and eminently suitable 
for fat-lainb raising, should a railway pass close enough 


I have some crab-holey country which requires a good deal 
of working, but the same class of country about Forbes 
has been successfully farmed. 

418. What proportion of your land, by and large, is 
suitable for wheat-growing ?—I think 95 per cent., exclud- 
ing Lake Cowal. 

419. Have you grown any wheat?—Yes, I put in 
30 acres last year for the first time, but it was a bad 
season. It is very good grazing land. Most of the farmers 
in my district run a few sheep. ‘The land will carry about 
a sheep to 2 acres. From what I know of the country 
between Wyalong and Condobolin or Bogan Gate leads me 
to believe that the best route for the line would be some- 
where near Yarrabandie or Bogan Gate, where there may 
be a greater proportion of agricultural land. Flood waters 
in that district have been mentioned, but I do not think 
they will prove a difficulty. 

420. Do you know of anyone in your district carrying 
on the fat-lamb trade ?—Some land holders in the 
Wamboyne district send fat lambs to market. I have 
sent them myself, but the distance to rail is too far, as it 
takes a lot of condition off them, 

421. Which is your favourite market town—Wyalong or 
Condobolin ?—It depends on the condition of the stock 
route. 


Ralph Samuel Gladstone Ridley, farmer and grazier, Myrtle 
Vale, via West Wyalong, sworn, and examined :— 


422. Mr. Travers.) Whereabout is your holding 
situated 1---A little east of north about 38 miles from 
Wyalong. We hold 2,718 acres, and have been there since 
I was 6 weeks old. We are about equal distance from* 
Condobolin and Girral. If the proposed line were con- 
structed we should be 8 or 10 miles from the railway. 

423. Are you growing any wheat !—For some time the 
property has been leased, and is used principally for 
grazing. Wheat was grown on it in the early nineties by my 
father, and I believe good crops were obtained chiefly for 
hay. In 1920 the lessees put 300 acres in and took off six 
bags to the acre. 

424. How much of your land is suitable for agriculture ? 
—Of the 2,718 acres 2,300 could be cultivated. 

425. Of the total area to be served by the proposed rail- 
way, comprising about 200,000 acres, what proportion is 
suitable for agriculture?—With the exception of part of 
Lake Cowal and a few stony ridges, all of it. 

426. What is a living area for agriculture or mixed 
farming within 12 miles of the proposed line ?— Frem 1,000 
to 1,200 acres, within 10 miles. 

427. If the proposed railway is not constructed will 
your property remain a grazing proposition?~—Yes. At 
present there are 500 acres cleared for cultivation. 

428. Having in mind the largest area of agricultural 
country it would serve, which of the three routes before 
the Committee do you favour’—That direct from 
Wyalong. 

429. It is suggested that the proposed line should form 
part of a line to link up with the Condobolin-Parkes line in 
future ?—Yes, From the proposed terminus, 33 miles out, 
leaving Manna Mountain to the west, in the direction of 
Bogan Gate. The country to the east of Manna Mountain 
is good wheat and grazing land. Very little of it is flooded, 
and only on rare occasions. We have fattened 2,800 
sheep and eighteen head of cattle in fourteen months in a 
lean year, and we took about 18,000 rabbits off the place. 

430, Is it one-sheep-to-the-acre country !—Not quite. 

431. Chairman.] What is the usual number of sheep 
carried on the holdings adjacent to yours ?—Our neighbour 
carries over a sheep to the acre. He has only a small area, 
but it has exceptional carrying capacity. 


ee a ee Ee 


779 


19 


MONDAY, 19 FEBRUARY, 1923. 


(The Committee met in the School of Arts, Barmedman‘) 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuairMan). 


Tho Llon. Joun Travers. 
The lion. Roperr Manoxy. 
Irancis MicuarL Burky, Esq. 


Wituram Cameron, Esq. 
Brian James Don, Esq. 
Davin Henry DrummMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong 
“towards Condobolin, 


Thomas Rowston, farmer.and agent, sworn, and 
examined :— 


432. Chairman.| You wish to give evidence on the 
Barmedman—Wamboyne suggested railway 1—Yes. I have 
prepare the following information respecting it :— 


T was born and reared in the Goulburn Valley, Victoria. I came 
to Barmedman in 1890, selected in 1893 on Barmedman (Mandamah) 
and reside 1 in the Barmedman district till about 1918. Iwas mixed 
farming on that, with other properties gradually added, till 1907. In 
1907 I opened a land agency office in Barmedman, continuing farm- 
ing also, and I have continued both businesses—farming and agency 
—continuously up to the present. J tender a map showing chief 
properties dealt with by me since 1913. The total number of 
estates is seventy-nine, acres 238,463, from £1 17s.'6d. to £7 10s. 
per acre, setflers 353. The land I now hold in the Barmedman 
locality is 2,616 acres freehold in the Bland country, and 736 acres 
south-west of Barmedman. I submit: (a) large map, (6) rainfall 
data, (c) Crown lands data, (d) large estates suitable for subdivision. 


Rainfall. 
5 > sae rapier ranean SS 
3 Comparative Miles 
Name of station, | Annual rainfall. | exoess of rain jeasterly from 

| above Ungarie. | Ungarie. 

| 
Unegarie ......:. ConbUBa cetgaabeD TRO ORMEERYIN Corrie sd |). vanes 
PRM UIGIIO ear cdeve ssn senincesrs 17°55 2°27 20 
HSATIMOCIUAIN ss o0.sciceves sanuces 18°56 3:18 10 
IMiceiealonl armies sires saivos ees 19°56 4:18 5 


T estimate that the 397,200 acres served by the proposed Barmed- 
man-Wamboyne railway will give the following average yields in 
wheat :—On well-fallowed land (¢.e., thoroughly worked and 
manured), average 20 bushels ; stubble land (grown as second crop, 
following good fallow), 15 bushels ; 174 bushels. 


Size of Wheat Farms. 


Average size of a farm, 1,000 acres. At Ganmain (which is per- 
haps the most prosperous town in the southern part of North 
Riverina) many successful farmers started with 160 to 250 acres and 
gradually extended them. The average area there is now 640 to 
800 acres. The land there is no better than that between Barmed- 
man, Wamboyne, and Bogan Gate, and the rainfall is 18 inches. 


Barmedman-W amboyne Line. 


Trecommend the construction of a line from Barmedman past 
Wamboyne (with extension projected to Bogan Gate) on the follow- 
ing grounds :—At Barmedman a dept must soon exist for the 
working of the Rankin Springs line, officially taken over by the 
Railway Commissioners last month. The reason there is not now a 


depot ready to work the line, on its own basis, is that, although | 


during the last two years an immense amount of wheat came in 
from the first 30 miles, the production from that point, on the 
Rankin Springs terminus, was very small, for the following 
reasons :—A great area of Crown land has not been yet made 
available for settlement. The railway was built with Federal money 
on the condition that all the holdings are exclusively reserved 
for returned soldiers. However, it is clear that this Rankin Spring 
railway must cause a separate depét to be established very soon, 
and it will be thus available for working the railway I propose long 
before its construction is completed. The establishment of a depot 
at Wyalong is thereby economised, and the enlarged depét at Bar- 
medman, to wok both lines, will be an advantage to both. 

Barmedman town has been kept back for years from the following 
causes :—It was landlocked by large estates, some of which are 
already cut up, and others will be cut up shortly. The mines 
petered out, and Wyalong became the mining centre. Wyalong 
became, from 1902 to 1917, a railway termious, serving a huge 
district beyond rail-head. The altered conditions in all these 
respects will lead to rapid local growth of Barmedman district. 
The rainfall, the soil, the yields of wheat, as well as grazing values, 
are, and always have been, substantially superior to those on the 
Wyalong-Wamboyne section. 

Carting distance to-day is a wholly different proposition from 
thirty years ago, or even eight years ago (1914), Thirty years ago, 


earting cost 1s. 6d. per bag up to 40 miles. There were regular bullock 
drivers on the roads, glad to get loading. In consequence, railways 
had a zone of 20 to 25 miles and upwards. This is wholly altered. 
Within the last twenty years, reserves and travelling stock reserves 
have been cut down, and bullocks have been.completely driven off 
the roads. In addition, wages have trebled, and horse-teamster 
charges are so exorbitant that wheat-carting per teamster has 
ceased. In consequence, the rail zone has contracted gradually to 
10 miles. This is not the limit. A further contraction to 7 or 8 
miles is now setting in everywhere. The Government policy of 
cutting up estates along existing railways will further reduce it 
by making plenty of good wheat-land available close to many lines. 


As a wheat-farming salesman I can can testify that the situation 
of farms which I could have sold for wheat-farming ten years ago 
renders them to-day quite unsaleable, viz., the distance from rail is 
now becoming the most important factor of all. As a local example 
I may point to where Dr. Graham, and Mr. O’Keefe, Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. 8. Graham, and myself, all grew wheat extensively. Now we 
are all outside the carting zone, and so the land is nearly all back in 
grass. We must recognise that the Victorian limit of 8 miles by 
road for grain, and about 5 miles by road for chaff, must become our 
carting limit here from the same economic causes. My maps show 
8 and 10 miles zones. 


The first 16 miles of construction from Barmedman northerly will 
bring a large area of the very best wheat-land back into cultivation, 
which it is tending to go out of. From that point (shown as the 
junction of the two alternative routes) for another 10 miles (t.¢., up 
to the Marsden-Wyalong road) the land, excepting some patches of 
swamp, will all grow wheat well. I do not place it equal in value 
or yield with the land previouslv mentioned south of it, nor with 
the land further north of it. But, given a railway, all of it except 
the watercourses will surely be put under the plough. From a 
little past the Marsden—Wyalong road, the wheat capacity of the 
land improves, and it so remains, right on past Wamboyne, to the 
Lachlan River. I do not include the bed of Lake Cowal. The 
parishes of Wamboyne, Bena, Nerang, Cowal, Weelah, Cadow, and 
Ina would gladden any wheatman’s heart. There is nothing better 
in the whole State. 

Regarding the exact situation of the line, I ‘submit when the 
railway zone is taken at 10 miles, the Barmedman-Wamboyne 
section of 41 miles brings an area of 305,200 acres of new good 
wheat-land within that zone. Within this same zone (2.e., 10 miles), 
the Wyalong-Wamboyne section only brings in 166,540 acres of 
new wheat-land. This means an added 138,760 acres for the extra 
17 miles. These figures refer to the land on each side of the line 
only. If the railway zone contracts to 8 miles (as I predict, and 
especially if the Government policy of breaking-up large estates 
actually alongside existing railways be carried out), the area of new 
land served, on an 8-mile zone, is 307,200 acres for the Barmedman— 
Wamboyne section of 41 miles. The Wyalong-Wamboyne section 
will then only show 133,152 acres. This means an added 174,048 
acres for an added length of 17 miles only. 


TasLE showing new country served by the two respective sections 
to Wamboyne, taking the lands, for the purpose of this com- 
parison, on each side of the line only, and not including lands 
beyond rail-head at Wamboyne. 8-mile zone :— 


Miles. | oc oatte,| ‘Total. | New land. |Cost ber nav 
Wyalong to £ £ acres. Bade 
Wamboyne | 25 | 4,700 | 117,500 | 133,152 Mel % 
Barmedman to 
Wamboyne | 41 | 4,800 | 186,800 | 307,200 12 9 
174,048 


Conclusions and Summary. 


First ; Although the Barmedman-Wamboyne line is 41 miles in 
length, the cost per acre, spread over the new lands served, is only 
12s, 9d. per acre, as against a cost of 17s. 7d. per new acre served by 
the Wyalong-Wamboyne section of 25 miles. That is to say, the 
Wyalong- Wamboyne section costs 4s. 10d. per acre more to serve, 
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or an increased cost of 28 percent. Second: That the Barmedman- 
Wamboyne line brings a large area of the very finest and proved 
wheat land in the State within carting distance—namely, 337,300 
acres; whereas the Wyalong-Wamboyne section brings only 
133,152 acres, or just 43 per cent., say, two fifths ; that is to say 
the Barmedman-Wamboyne section gives an additional area of 
174,216 acres of good wheat land. Third: If the Wyatong con- 
nection be built this 174,246 acres will be for ever lost land. 
Fourth: I submit that, if the State is justified in building any line 
25 miles to serve 133,152 acres (or at the rate of 5,326 acres of new 
land, per mile constructed) it is all the more justified in adding 
17 miles, in order to serve an additional 174,248 acres similar land, 
i.e., 41 miles to serve 307,200 acres, or at the rate of .7,492 acres of 
new lan’, per mile constructed, throughout its entire length. 
Fifth: The rainfall increases 1 inch for every 10 miles progressed 
easterly between Ungaric and Grenfell. Hence the average rainfall 
along the Barmedman-Wamboyne line is 95 points heavier, on an 
average, than on the Wyalong-Wamboyne line, throughout its 
entire length (the former line being situated 94 miles easterly on an 
average). 

This advantage is equal to probably 2 bushels per acre, or, say, 
8s per acre extra annual yield. 

Tf 133,152 acres of Jand, with the Jower rainfall and smaller 
annual yield, justifies the construction of a Wheat Linc at a cost of 
I%s. 7d. per acre served, then, clearly, the larger area of 307,200 
acres of similar or better land, with a heavier rainfall (and assured 
heavier annual yield), doubly justifies the construction cf a line at a 
substantially lower cost, namely, 12s. 9d. per aere served. 

A still more serious feature is this: if the Wyalong-Wamboyne 
line is constructed, then a great area of land will be cut off and 
unserved for ever, a3 it would not be possible to build another line 
to serve that area, 

In the interest of cheap construction per mile served, I respect- 
fully urge you to recommend the construction cf lines, so that they 
will serve the country as they go, and not build the railway too far 
apart.and leave areas in between lines that never could expect to 
be served. 

The following figures show the area of State forests and 
Crown lands in the district to be served by the line :— 

State forests, 38 266 acres; I-nprovement leases, 1S section lease, 
13,834 acres ; Water reserve and travelling steck reserve, 63,311] 
acres ; Camping icserve, 4,341 acres; Vacant, 900 acres ; Classified 
reserves, 4,505 acres. tate forests, 38,220 ac e.; Crown lands, 
86,920 acres. ‘Total, 125,170 acres. 

The following large estates in the district to be served 
by the suggested line are suitable for subdivision :— 

Barmedman-Wamboyne sugyested line —Dr. Graham’s, 5,400 acres; 
Graham Brothers, Rosewood, 6,700 acres; Cruickshank’s, Back 
Creek, 5,600 acres; Oakhurst, 27,000 acres; Billabong, 20,000 
acres ; Minarco, 17,000 acres (part already served from Caragabil) ; 
East Bland, 10,60) (partly served by Quandialia line); Donkin’s, 
Lake Cowal, 19,000 acres; Wilson’s, Lake Cowal,- 10,000 acres ; 
Lake Cowal West, 8,000 acres ; Manna, 14,000 acres ; J. J. Leahy’s, 
Cadow, 40,000 acres ; Geeron, 16,000 acres ; McPhillamy’s, Waroo, 
about 60,000 acres ; Bogandillow, 10,000 acres ; Newland’s, 6,000 
acres; Moora Moona, 9,000 acres; Low’s, Lake Cowal, 10,009 
acres. There are seven others. 

433. How far from Barmedman do you begin to make 
your calculations regarding the area to be served by the 
jine ?—Outside the 10-mile zone. 

424. Have you done the same regarding the Wyalong— 
Wamboyne suggested route ?—Yes. 

435, What is the nature of the country about Bland 
Creek and Back Creek !—For 16 miies it is practically all 
timber land. 
about half plain and half belar and box country. 

436. Is there any heavy country out there occasionally 
flooded along the creek ?—It is said that it is sometimes 
flooded, but [ have not seen it flooded, and I have been 
there sixteen years. 

437. Are there many farmers growing wheat along the 
route of the suggested railway beyond the 10-mile limit ’— 
There are some, but not many. 

438. What is a living area out there?—.On an ayerage 
1,000 acres ; on the swampy or plain country about 1,500 
acres. 

439. What is the proportion cf swampy or plain country 
along the route from Barmedman to Wamboyne ?—Perhaps 
15 per cent. 

440. Do you consider the land between Barmedman and 
Wamboyne better for cultivation than that out from 
Wyalong ?—I do not say that the land is better. The 
rainfall is better, perhaps. 

441. You have stated :— 

That the Barmedman-Wamboyne line brings a large area of the 


very finest improved land in the State within carting disté a 
namely, 307,300 acres, ‘ bhin g§ aistance 


Further on between those two creeks it is , 


Jf it is some of the finest land it must be better than that 
on the Wyalong towards Condobolin route ?—It is similar 
country, 

442. Where would your line junc ion on the route from 
Wyalong?—About Wamboyne. 

443. Mr, Travers.) You have stated that the line yeu 
suggest from Barmedman towards Condobulin would serve 
every acre of Jand to be served by a line from Wyalong in 
the direc!ion of Condobolin. 
as the crow flies, from Wyalong in the direction of Con- 
dobolin?—A little over 11 miles. The line I suggest 


would serve the whole of the country to be served by a line 


from Wy along towards Condubolin. 

444. Taking a 12-miles radius, the official figures show 
that 500,000 acres of freenold land and about 100,000 
acres of Crown Jand would be served. Your figures are 
for an 8-mile radius considerably curtailed 1—Yes. 


415. Do you consider an 8-mile radius a fair one under 
present conditions!—Yes; 8 or 10 miles is quite far 
enough to cart wheat to the railway. Hven that distance 
means working fourteen hours a day to take a load into the 
railway station, and get back again. 

446. The line you sugge-t would be 15 miles longer than 
the line from Wyalong !—About 17. 

447. Do you consider that the extra cost invelved of 
£72,000 justifies the line?—Yes, and it would make a 
better job, 

448. There area good many large estates in the Barmed- 
mau district; would the railway you suggest tap many of 
them?!—Yes ; they are shown in the list I have submitted. 
They are within a 10-mile radius of the line. I should say 85 
per cent. of the land is suitable for agriculture, leaving out 
Lake Cowal ccuntry. The land in this district is every bit 
as good as the Ganmain country. 

4419, Have any large estates in this district been cut up 
during the last five years ?—Yes ; a good number into areas 
of from 500 to 1,000 acres, under the Setth ment Promotzon 
Act. 

450. Is the land on the Barmedman-Wamboyne route as 
good as that between Barmedman and Rankin Springs?- - 
I think it is about the same on an average. There are ro 
ironbark ridges in this district. 

451. What is the unimproved value of land along the 
route you favour 1—Not more than about £1 per acre. 

452. Has much land in the district been sold within the 
last’five years at £1 per acre !—Yes. 

453, Mr. Cameron.| What is the timber in the State 
forest ?—Pine, box, and a little bull oak. They cut sleepers 
from the box timber. 

454, What are the 18th section leases referred to by 
you !—Principally scrub leases and improvement leases, 

455, Liable to resumption at any time ?— Yes. 

456. The area of water reserve and stock reserve would 
not lend itself to closer settlement /—The stock route would 
not, but it might lend itself to additional settlement. 

457. Apart from the scrub lease, is that the only avail- 
able Crown land in the area!—There is a classified reserve 
which I think is waiting to be made available for settle- 
ment. 

458. Is much share-farming carried on here now 1—Yes. 

459, What are the general conditions of share-farming 
here?— The owner usually finds the house and _horse- 
paddock of about 150 acres for each farmer’s use. He also 
finds the land and the seed wheat, and as arule the manure 
and half the bags. The share-farmer sometimes get 5 per 
cent. of the hay for his own use, and he does all the work, 


460. In the event of subdivision taking place in the dis-_ 


trict, do you think the tenure should be such that the 
share-farmer could acquire his land within a reasonable 
time under reasonable conditions /—I think share farming 
should be done away with. ‘The share-farmer has no 
interest in the land, and he is occupied really for only 
about two thirds or half the year. He lives a camp life 
the whole time, and he makes no permanent improvements, 

461. Are the original settlers still in the district ?— Yes, 
most of them. Some holdings have changed hands recently 
at increased prices. A few holdings at Ariah Park have 


How far would Brymur be, 
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been resold at £2 to £2 10s. por acre profit. The market 
for land in the district is increasing within the last six or 
twelve months. 

463. Would you require £1,000 capital to go farming in 
the district ?—About that. 

463. Mr. Doe.| How many of the large estates within 
the influence of the Jine you suggest are within the influence 
of the railway from Wyalong towards Condobolin ?—A bout 
four would be wholly served. About half of Billabong 
would be served, also Minaroo and Kast Bland. 

464. What would be the acreage ?— About 100,000. 


465. Would that 100,000 acres be served if the line 
went from Wyalong?—No. 

465. How much is black soil?—It is not black soil. It 
is grey soil. It is not first-class wheat land, but we have 
evidence that good wheat has been grown on it for 10 years. 
Billabong is practically all good wheat land. A number of 
those estates have grown wheat, and four have gone out of 
wheat during the last four years. 

467, Do you consider that if the line went from a point 
above Wamboyne towards Condobolin it would not be in 
the best interests of the State !—That is so, 

468. What is the country like between the head of 
Lake Cowal and Bogan Gate ?—Splendid. 

469. Mr. Drummond.| I presume that not much of the 
water reserves and the travelling stock reserve could be 
made available for settlement !—There are 34,000 acres in 
the lake. 

470. You do not suggest that those reserves should be 
largely curtailed ’—They are not much’good for travelling 
stock. When you want to travel stock on them they have 
no feed. 

_ 471. Do you consider those reserves could be curtailed 
without hardship once the railway is built !—Yes. 

472. Would you say that camping reserve 4,341 could be 
curtailed without hardship ?—Yes, at least two-thirds of it. 

473. Would it not be safe to assume that 50 per cent. 
of the Crown lands involved would not be made available 
for settlement ?—I think about that. 


474, What percentage of land would be affected by the 
water courses !—About 15 per cent. 

475. Reverting to the number of holdings available for 
closer settlement, what percentage of land is suitable for 
wheat-growing /—About 85 per cent. 

476. The Chief Traffic Manager has drawn the Com- 
mittee’s attention to the fact that although railways have 
been extended in country districts since 1914 production 
has not kept pace with these extensions. What have you 
to say in that regard?’—The wheat-growers have been 
hampered by the wheat pools, the high cost of machinery, 
and dear money. The whole business has heen tied up 
since the war started. During the last six months there 
has been a big inquiry for Jand, and I think the land 
business will improve wonderfully from now on. The banks 
have not been making advances. That applies also to the 
money-lending people in Sydney, including the insurance 
and trust fund companies, who have been putting their 
money into war loans. Although the war has been over 
for some years, the effects of the war have retarded agri- 
cultural development. 

477, Is agriculture extending in the district through 
which the line you suggest would pass!—Lately the 
position seems to be much better. 

478. Have land-owners shown a tendency to clear larger 
areas for farming ?—Not a great deal has been dono yet. 
There was very little inquiry from small farmers until the 
last six months, but now dozens of them are inquiring for 
land. I feel sure that the line T suggest would become a 
paying one. The land for 7$ miles on each side of the 
route would be cultivated before long. 

479. Should the line go from Wamboyne with a view to 
connecting with Bogan Gate 7—Yes, or as far as the river. 

480, Mr. Drummond | How much of the area within 8 
miles of the Barmedman-Wyalong line on the northern side 
is under wheat 1—85 per cent. 


481. What percentage is there within the next 4 miles 
limit?—It falls off a good deal—probably two-thirds ; it 
would be 66 per cent. 

482, Mfr. Travers.| Your figures relate only to a strip of 
country between Barmedman and Wyalong, and 8 miles on 
the castern side of that line?—Yes. We have taken a 
strip of country 8 miles square. 

483. Mr. Drummond.| Are you conversant with the 
country outside the 10 miles limit north of Barmedman ?— 
Yes. 

484. Can you state what percentage of the country is 
under cultivation there?—There is very little; probably 
20 per cent. or less. 75 per cont. of it, however, was under 
wheat eight years ago, and it has all gone out ; I attribute 
that to the carrying distance. 


William Edward Clarke, farmer, Barmedman, sworn, and 
examined :— 


485. Mr. Doe.| Where is your farm situated ?—Four 
miles out on the Wyalong-road. I am already served. 
Mine is gilgai country, but I have made a success of it asa 
wheat-grower. _ We have cvltivated 235 acres, which 
averaged eight bags ; 100 acres, which averaged nine bags ; 
and 230 acres, which averaged a trifle over six bags. 

486. Do you winter fallow ?—Yes. I have been twelve 
years on the place. Before that I hada place near Kildare. 

487. What is the land like between Barmedman and 
Wamboyne !—85 per cent. of it is wheat country. The soil 
varies between blue and dark grey. 

488. What is a living area in that district !—1,090 acres, 
T have 1,667 acres, about 800 of which are suitable for 
wheat, the remainder being grazing land. I am getting 
splendid wheat off my gilgai country. 

489. Do you consider that in gilgai and blue-soil country 
you get as good a crop as you do in the red country ?— Yes, 
because the gilgai country will stand one drought, while the 
other land does not. 


John Lawrence, farmer and grazier, Ingleston, near Bar 
medman, sworn and examined :— 


490. Mr. Drummond.| Have you resided long in the 
district !—Twenty-two years. My placeis 6 miles out. I 
favour a line from Barmedman. 

491. Whatis a fair distance to cart wheat to the railway 4 
—Ten miles, to do it profitably. 

492. If a railway were constructed from Barmedman to 
Wamboyne would a much larger area be cultivated for 
wheat ?—Yes. 

493. What is a living area in the district affected by the 
suggested railway /—1,000 acres. 

494. On the Rankin’s Springs line, does the land approxi- 
mate the quality of the land in this district ?—It does in 
parts, but you run into a poorer belt out there. 

495. Ts settlement progressing on that line ?— Yes. 


James Edward Balder Jasprizza, farmer and grazier, 
Barmedman, sworn, and examined :— 

496. Mr. Travers.| What area do you hold ?—Close on 
8,000 acres. The nearest portion is 12 miles from the 
existing line and extends out for 17 miles. I favour a 
line from Barmedman. There is no better country for 
wheat, wool, and fat lamb-raising than the Bland. It is 
superior to the country on the route from Wyalong to 
Wamboyne. 

497. What percentage of the land 10 miles on each side 
of the suggested line is suitable for agriculture ?—Eighty 
per cent, 

498. What are you doing with your 8,000 acres?-— . 
Farming and grazing. I have had as much as 1,900 acres 
under wheat, but carting is too expensive, and I reduced 
the area, 1 bought a property tast year, wuich Tam farm. 
ing. We have to cart 16 miles to Murabba Siding or to 
Barmedman. 
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499. Why do you support the Barmedman suggested 
route ?—Such a line would pass through better country, 
The Bland country is known as good wheat land all over 
the State. tis good for grazing as well as wheat, and 
there is no better lamb-raising district. A line from 
Wyalong would not influence the Bland country. 


Richard John Taylor, farmer, near Barmedman, sworn, 
and examined :-— 


500. Mr. Mahony.] Is your holding far out ?—Twelve 
miles. T have 493 acres, on which T grow wheat and rua 
a few sheep. I have been there a little over five years, 
and have had five crops, which have averaged between 12 
and 13 bushels. My area is not sufficiently large. I also 
have another 480 acres. 

501. Do you find 12 miles too far to cart wheat to the 
ra'lway?—Yes. Ten miles is quite far enought to d> it 
profitably. 


Carl Emil Nenindorf, farmer, near Barmedman, sworn 
and examined :— 


502. Mr, Cameron.| I understand you have a compara- 
tively small holding? 486 acrey, 12 miles east of Barmed- 
man. 

503. How many acres have you under wheat ?—Last 
year I had 300, The land out from Barmedman towards 
Wamboyne is all good wheat country. 

504. Is not the land on the Wyalong route good for 
wheat ?-—-I do not know it, but a line from Barmedman 
would serve good wheat country which is not already 
served, and which would not be served by the Wyalong 
line. 

505. Mr. Doe.| How far is your holding from the Forbes 
line ?— About 20 miles. 


Leslie George Feaiy, farmer, and acting secretary of the 
Back Creek Railway League, Back Creek, via Wyalong, 


sworn and examined 


506. Chairman.|. 1 understand you have prepared a 
statement regarding the suggested railway ?— Yes, as 
follows :— 


I was born at Eldorada, Victoria; am now 42 years ofage- I 
have been wheat-growing on the share system since 1903. From 
then until 1906 I was share-farming close to Wyalong, the area I 
worked being limited to 200 acres. I soon found I should have to 
increase my area under cultivation in order to make a living out of 
half the profits. Im 1907 I startea share-farming on Fairview, in 
the Back Creek district, and remained on that property until 
January, 1919. I applied for land (bailot system) for fifteen years, 
and was unsuccessful in the Wyalong and Barmnedman districts. I 
have kept no record of the crops grown on Fairview, but I was able 
each year to increase my plant, horses, and machinery, and pay my 
way, although I received only half the profits. I never had a crop 
failure from 1906 to 1919. In January, 1919, I took advantage of 
the Closer Settlement Act and took up 544 acres on the Back Creek 
Estate, the capital value being £3,000. After completing division 
fences and cleaning out dam I was able to put only a small area 
under cultivation, which turned out a complete failure. Wheat 
sown in newly-ploughed ground failed to germinate. It was one of 
the worst droughts on record. Creeks and dams dried up, and 
farmers were compelled to cart water from Wyalong, a distance of 
14 miles. In 19201 got assistance from the Rural Industries Board 
and increased my cultivation area up to 300 acres, which I have 
cropped continuously for three years without fallowing, the average 
return for that period being 17 bushels per acre. I feel confident 
that with better farming one could bring the average up to 25 
bushels. I refer to fallowing rotation of crops and a liberal use of 
superphosphate. I do not claim to have a living area. About 800 
acres of wheat land is required. Wheat and for mixed farming not 
less than 1,000 acres. The greatest @rawback I have is distance 
from rail, being 14 miles from Wyalong Central Station. Road 
haulage costs 1s. 6d. per ton per mile, which causes the emall farmer 
to cart his own wheat. Consequently his horses are engaged for 
weeks after harvest on the roads when they should be working on 
the farm, The land through which the proposed line passes is all 
good for mixed farming, and if the estates were cut into 1,000-acre 
blocks the line would become a paying one very shortly. 


507. How far is your land from the Barmedman—Wam- 
boyne route !—Approximately 24 miles. 

508. Is your country typical of the land to be seryed by 
a line from Barmedman to Wamboyne !— Yes, 


509. Can the farmer in the district to be served by the 
suggested railway expect a 17-bushel crop over a series of 
years /— Yes, 

510. Where do you cart your wheat!—To Wyalong 
Central, the nearest station. I consider that all the black 
country which the line will serve is good wheat land. It 
is not first-class wheat country, but it is good. J would 
not be afraid to take up any portion of it if I wanted land 
again. With proper farming methods you can make a 
living on it. You can get the darker soil cheaper as a rule. 

511. It is generally admitted to be suitable for agricul- 
ture ?-It has not been, but from now on I think it will be. 

512. Is there any flooded country in the vicinity of Back 
Creek which may not be suitable for agriculture !—Yes, 
there is a small portion, but during the sixteen years I have 
been in the district I have only seen it flooded once. 

513. Mr. Doe.] Have you any gilgai country 1—Yes, I 
have eultivated it. 

514. Do you get good results from it — Yes. 
since 1919 is as follows :— 

1919-20, (Failure) ; 1920-21, 380 acres sown, yield 2,152 bags ; 
1921-22, 380 acres sown, yield 1,850 bags ; 1922-23, 380 acres sown, 
failed 116, yield 550 bags. Total yield, 4,552 bags—13,656 bushels. 


My record 


Cut for Hay. Stripped. 
1920 ol cerdance ee 80 acres. 300 acres. 
1S PA Le ee et S055 300 ,, 
OP ee ssbb od Spoe 64 ,, 200 sae 


800 acres. 
My country is practically all black, and on the north side 
of the watercourse is practically all gilgai and black soil. 
On the plain side it is black clay and red clay with small 
patches of reddish soil. 

515, What proportion of your area under cultivation is 
gilgai land?’—In one paddock of 116 acres, not quite 
10 per cent, 

Robert. Claude Cruickshank, farmer, The Ranch, near 

Wyalong, sworn, and examined :— 


516. Mr. Travers.] Is your holding far from the rail- 
way ?—Fourteen miles. T and my two brothers are working 
about 2,000 acres. I support the alternative line from 
Barmedman to Wamboyne. If a line from Wyalong were 
constructed the country between Barmedman and Wam- 
boyne will probably never be served, and there are 
thousands of acres of good wheat land out there. I 
consider it is better than the red land for wheat. My 
father farmed on red country, and left it to go on to black. 
We-have farmed half gilgai and half black country. We 
have fallowed 650 acres of black country, and are preparing 
to put in as much as we can in preference to sowing the red 
soil. We started in 1920, the first crop yielding ten bags. 
The black country yields better than the red. Our fallow 
black land the year before last yielded about nine bags, and 
the red country about six bags. Last year we had very 
little rain, when our fallow ground yielded five bags, and 
the ground which was not fallowed only two bags. With 
fallowing and proper farming we can grow on an ayerage 
20 bushels in our black soil, 

517. Do general results show that the black soil is better 
for agriculture !—I am not prepared to say that, but on my 
Jand it is. We go in for fallowing a great deal. 

518. Is there a greater proportion of black country on 
the suggested line from Barmedman to Wamboyne?— Yes, 
T think I could get as good an average on any of the black 
soil out there. 


519. Do you know of any other farmers whe are going in- 


for more cultivation on black country !—No. 

520. Why is the black soil better?—-I think it holds 
moisture better when it is worked. 

521. If aline from Barmedman to Wamboyne were con- 
structed would you be nearer railway communication ?— 
Yes, about 2} miles nearer. 

522. What percentage of the land for 10 miles on each 
side of the line is suitable for agriculture?—Fully 80 per 
cent, between Barmedman and Wamboyne. They knocked 
off growing wheat at Back Creek, as it is too far from the 
railway. I would have knocked off last year if I had had 
all my own way, because the distance is too far, 
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William Marshall Cruickshank, farmer, near Wyalong, 
sworn, and examined :— 


524. Have you a large area?—1,650 acres, about 14 
miles east of Wyalong, in the parish of Brymur, which is 
typical Bland country. I have had as much as 1,000 acres 
under wheat, and have been growing wheat since 1908, I 
eart it 14 to 15 miles to the railway. 

525. Have you experience of growing wheat in red 
soil 1 Yes, before I selected in 1906. 

526. Which do think is better!—I believe the Bland 
country, if properly worked, compares favourably with the 
red country for wheat. 

527. Would you say it is better ?—No, but I would say 
it is as good. 

528. Why do you favour the Barmedman—Wamboyne 
alternative route?—Mainly because it will serve more 
settlement. It will serve a strip of country that will be 
left unserved if the line is constructed from Wyalong. I 
had the Government experimental plots on my place for 
five or six years, which compared well with plots in other 
parts of the State. My father grew wheat in the district 
from 1914 until 1918, and got 21 bushels off fallow, averag- 
ing 17 bushels off stubble land. Cartage to Wyalong is too 
far. If the railway. were within 10 miles of our district, 
practically 80 per cent. of the Bland country would be put, 
under wheat. 

529. Is there much gilgai land in the Bland district ?— 
Yes. 

530. Generally speaking, gilgai country is considered to 
be not the best for wheat ?—I hare proved otherwise. I 
believe it is just as good as red soil. People do not realise 
that it is as good as it is. The Bland is not served by a 
railway. 


Edward Ernest Smith, farmer, Yarrandale, East Wyalong, 
sworn, and examined :— 


531. Mr. Drummond.| Have you a statement to read 1— 


Yes; it is as follows :— 


' [have lived in the Wyalong district twenty-nine years, and have 
done a lot of farming out Buddigower way. I sold out there, and 
bought the Yarrandale property on the Bland, I have had just as 
good crops here as at Buddigower. My holding comprises 3,309 
acres. I have had 1,000 acres under crop. In 1912-13, I got eight 
or ten bags per acre. My land is part black clay, and part cho- 
colate. The chocclate and red clay are the best in dry seasons, but 
in a real good season, the black clay gives a much better return. I 
grew thirteen bags ot Marquis wheat to the acre, on 10 acres. My 
farm is 16 miles from the railway, and carting wheat at £1 a ton is 
too dear. I had a good crop of wool last year, and 700 fat lambs. 
My district is suited for mixed farming. I am putting in 400 acres 
this year, and would grow a lot of wheat if there were a railway 
near me, as the Bland is the best of wheat land. The line should 
go from Barmedman and leave Lake Cowal on the right. 1 do not 
believe in too small a living area. A man should have 1,300 to 
1,500 acres in order to farm properly and the land should be 
ploughed only every three years, then the farmer could have 400 
acres under crop, 400 fallow,.400 stubble, and 100 for horse 
paddock, house, &c. 


— 


John Martin Berick, farmer, Westwood, near Wyalong, 
sworn, and examined :— 


532. Mr. Mahony.| How far is your holding from 
Wyalong?—10 miles east. I have 700 acres. I support 
the alternative line from Barmedman, as it would serve a 
larger area of good land than does the Wyalong proposal. 
T do not say that land in one district is better than it is in 
the other, but if a railway is constructed from Wyalong a 
lot of land in this district, which is good wheat land and 
which should be served, will be left unserved. At some 
later period it may be wise to construct a line from 
Ungarie to Condobolin or to some point on that line to 
connect with the Broken Hill line. 

533. What area have you under wheat !—I usually crop 
about 300 acres each year. I acquired my holding in 
1913 and my average crop has been about 15} bushels. In 
one year it was 25 bushels. My soil varies from light 
sandy to heavy black, with a few gilgais. If farmed pro- 
perly I can always expect a good wheat crop on the heavy 
land, lL was farming in Victoria until 1913. About 


twenty years ago land in the Wimmera district was worth 
£4 to £6 per acre, which was not farmed properly. Now 
that land is bringing from £12 to £20 per acre. The 
black-soil plains in the Wimmera are growing a greater 
average yield per acre than any land in the Commonwealth. 
According to the Department of Agriculture, Victoria, the 
average is 19 bushels per acre, while twenty years ago it 
was 7 bushels. That is owing to improved farming 
methods. The black soil is worth more than the red soil, 
in my opinion. As showing the varied yields of wheat in 
different soils in the district I have obtained the following 
information :— 


Bus. lb 
Cor GOW, dark DOTeeL IIRL ine povecoe te atac ons 25 56 
Dae J. Gavies red iclay loamivs.c:cayeetcsioss oie 18 48 
P. Corcoran, red sandy loam, mallee .......... 17 45 
H. T. Manning, heavy red loam....:............. De 7 
R. McCrone & Sow, red clay loam............:.. 16, 20 
Wi Js Martins red light lodoi,..i.ste 13° 39 
JOUNSEBLOS Maren LOAN esce sneer eace eee tees 13 9 


534. Mr. Doe.| Have you found the sandy 
superior !—No. ; 

535, Is there a similarity between your black soil and 
that which you knew in Victoria !-—Yes, I think so. 


country 


Arthur Morgan Clements, farmer, Fair Vale, Back Creek, 
Wyalong, sworn and examined :— 


536. Chairman.| What distance is your holding from 
Barmedman ?—18 or 19 miles, 

537. Do you generally endorse the evidence in favour of 
the alternative line from Barmedman towaids Condobolin 
given here today !— Yes. 

538. What is the length of your experience in the 
district ?--I have been here since 1907. I find that the 
clay country on my property is very much better for farm- 
ing year in and year out. In 1921 I grew 33 bushels per 
acre on dark clay. 

539. What was the rainfall this year?—Fair. This 
year I got off heavy clay soil 7 bags, and on the hilly, light 
fallow land 5 bags. 

540). Are you one of those who previously held the 
opinion that the dark country was unsuitable for wheat 1— 
Yes, at one time I thought it was no good,but I have 
changed my opinion. 


Sydney Alfred Pudge, farmer, Rosebud Farm, Marsden, 


sworn, and examined :— 


541. Chairman.|, Have you a statement to read 1—Yes, a 
brief one, as follows :— 

I have grown wheat in the Bland District since 1917. One year 
I put in 75 acres, which yielded 400 bags. In another year off 50 
acres I could not take the crop, as it was too heavy and went down. 
I obtained a good crop in 1920. This land is very suitable for 
wheat-growing if it is worked properly. It is both good grazing 
and cropping ground. 


William Charles Edwards, farmer, Yeo Yeo, Marsden, 
sworn, and examined :— 


542. Chairman.| Do you indorse the evidence of the 
previous witnesses regarding the alternative route from 
Barmedman 1—Yes, I believe it is the best line to con- 
struct. 

543. Why is the Barmedman route hetter than the 
Wyalong route !—In my opinion it would suit the settlers 
better. 

544. Do you consider that the land along the routes 
from Barmedman to Wamboyne and from Wyalong to 
Wamboyne is equally good ?!—Yes, the only advantage of 
the red soil is that it is a bit easier to work. I consider 
that the darker soil is equally good for farming. 

545. Is there a larger proportion of dark soil on the 
Barmedman-Wamboyne route than there is on the Wya- 
long~Wamboyne route /— Yes, 
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Walter Derrick, farmer, near Barmedman, sworn, and 

examined :— 

546. Chairman.| You have prepared a brief statement 1— 
Yes, as follows :— 

Ta 1911 my crop on fallow land averaged 24 bushels. The rainfall 
during the growing period was 8 inches 56 points, or for the year 
19 inches 7 points. The same paddock fallowed 1915 under dry 
conditions produced in 1916 an average crop of 20 bushels. The 
rainfall during growing period wa3 14 inches *3 points, or a little 
over 22 inches for the year. The crop in an adioining fallowed 
paddock of 160 acres failed in 1919 owing to drought ; but sown the 
following year without manure it produced an average of 27 bushels, 
the rainfall in the growing period beinz 11 inches 638 points, cr 20 
inches for the year. 

I go in more for grazing than for wheat. 

547. Thoroughly improved what is the carrying capacity 
of your land ?—One sheep to two acres 

548. What area do you hold ?—1,500 acres. In the last 
three years I have shorn 750 sheep besides growing wheat, 
and running big stock. 

549. Mr, Doe.| What is the nature of the timber between 
Barmedman and Wamboyne !—As far as I know it is white 
and grey box, bull oak, and belar. 


Louis Joseph Luke McNamara, grazier, Barmedman, sworn, 
and examined :— 


550. Chairman.| Where is your holding?—1¢4 miles north- 
east of Barmedman. I have 3,400 acres, which are being 
used for grazing. I grew crops for five years, and had from 
ten down to five bags per acre. I had one failure. 

551. What are your reasons for favouring the alternative 
line in preference to the proposed line from Wyalong ?— 
Because I think the alternative proposal is the best. It 
goes through some of the best country in the State, and 
with railway construction it would be all put under wheat, 
with the exception of a few watercourses. 

552. Is it better wheat country along the Barmedman 
route than along the Wyalong route !—I cannot say it is 
any better ; it is, however, very good country for wheat. 

553. What proportion of iand along the route of the 
alternative proposal consists of the darker and heavier 
soils !—I think it is mostly red soil. The darx soil is near 
the watercourses. 

554. What other reasons have you for supporting the 
alternative proposal ?—Running down to Lake Cowal there 
is beautiful country, which should be opened for settlement. 
People have always done well with the country which was 
put under wheat, 

555. What is the distance by road from your farming 
area to the railway stxtion to which you take your produce ? 
-~—14 miles to Barmedman. 

556. And you found it did not pay ?—Yes. 
were bad and the haulage too far. 

557. Although you had a seven to ten bag cropt!—As 
low as five bags. 

558, What did it cost you for carting ?—Up to 2s. a bag 
—-sometimes less. 

559. How much of your area is agricultural land ?—AIl 
cf it, with the exception of 590 acres. 

060. What area would you put under crop if the alter- 
native line were constructed /—1,000 acres for a start. If 
you build the alternative line you will find that Lake Cowal 
will become a holiday resort for duck-shooting, «ke. 

561. How often has the lake been full during the last 
thirty years /—It was full in 1917, I think; but the lake 
would not have teen dry if it were not for the water from 
the Lachlan being blocked. 


The roads 


Patrick Edward Joseph McNamara, farmer, Marsden, 
sworn and examined :—- 


562. Chairman | Where is your holding’t—I have two 
—one 43 miles and the other 11 miles from Marsden, and 
28 miles from Barmedman. 

563. What have you to say in support of the alternative 
proposal as against the proposal to construct a line from 
Wyalong ?—It will serve more country in need of a rail- 
way. 


564. Would the Wyalong proposal serve your country ? 
—I do not think so; Iam 16} miles from Wyalong. 

565. How would rou describe the country which would 
be traverse: by a line from Barmedman ?—It is good wheat 
land. ‘There is scarcely any year in which you will not get 
a good yield with fallowing, and it is good fattening 
country a3 weil. I prefer the land on the Barmedman 
route to the land on the other route, because it is not so 
expensive to improve. ; 

566. Do you agree with previous witnesses that the 
heavier, darker-culoured soil is well suited for farming !— 
Yes ; it is fairly well suited. I have farmed some of the 
heavy country, and when you get a good yield from it, it 
is a really good yield. The very best yield in light country 
is about equal to that on the heavy country. 

567. Do you think there is more of the heavy country 
on the Barmedman than on the Wvalong route ?— Yes, and 
it is better fattening country. I have grown over ten bags 
of wheat to the acre some. years, and it would average five 
and six bags and higher if it were fallowed. 

568, Mr. Doe.| What is your lessee doing with the pro- 
perty 1—He is growing wheat upon it. 

569. He does no mixed farming, because it would be too 
expensive, and he considers that the distance is not so 
great as to prevent him growing wheat? —He is going to 
grow wheat and go in for mixed farming as well. 


Stunley Edward Wells, farmer and grazie, near Barmed- 
man, sworn, and examined : — 


570. Mr. Travers.] Where is your holding’—It is 14 
miles due east from Barmedman. [I have 2,300 acres. I 
consider that the alternative line will open up more 
grazing and wheat country than would a line from 
Wyalong. The reason farming is not carried out in the 
Bland country now is on account of the lack of railway 
facilities. Some people have 18 to 20 miles to carry their 
produce. 

571. How much of your 2,300 acres are you farming !— 
1,200; 1,500 are cleared. 

572. Have you any records of your yields during the 
last five years ?—Yes ; an average of six to seven bags. 

573. Is the country you are farming red-soil country ?-— 
No; it is black clay on this side of the Bland. 

574, Is that better than the rej country ?— Yes, we find 
it better. 

575. What proportion of the country which would be 
served within a 10 miles radius of the alternative line is 
suitable for wheat-growing !—It is all suitable for wheat- 
growing with railway facilities. 

576. Is there much dark country ?—Yes, it is all dark 
country. 

577. If a line were built from Barmedman, would you 
put a larger area under wheat ‘—Certainly. 

578. Mr. Drummond.| Are there any settlers near you 
who carry more than 14 miles? —Yes ; close on 18 miles to 
Barmedman, 


Alfred Theodore Frankie, farmer, near Barmedman, sworn, 
and examined :— 


579. Mr. Cameron | What area do you hold ?—447 acres. 
I have been there seven years, Formerly I was share- 
farming in this district. 

580. How many acres had you under wheat last year? — 
250, and I had an average of four bags to the acre. 

581. How far are you from a railway ?—9 miles from 
Reefton, and 11 miles from Barmedman. 

582. Do you go in for fallowing’—I fallowed 50 acres. 

583. Do you know whether the proposed or the alter- 
native line would be the better !—No. 

584. Do you consider your area sufficient to make a 
living on?—Not altogether; it is very small. 600 to 
800 acres would be better. 

585. What soil does your farm consist of !—Red soil ; 
and with 800 acres it would be quite possible to make a 
decent living off it. 
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586. Are there many other farmers in your locality with 
small areas !—-There are three others, and they have been 
there as long as I have. 

587. Under what form of tenure do you hold your 
Jand ?— Under Closer Settlement promotion conditions, 

588. How much an acre was it Between £4 and £5. 

589. Mr. Doe.) Are you marriedt—Yes; I have five 
children. 


Edward Ernest Templeman, farmer and grazier, 
Barmedman, sworn, and examined :— 

590. Mr. Doe.| Where is your farm?—On the Rankin 
Springs line. I have 1,600 acres. 

591. What is your opinion of the proposals before the 
Committee ?—I am not concerned as to the starting point ; 
only as to which route will develop most country, The 
country generally is hampered for a railway. I have had 
twenty years’ experience here, and seven years’ experience 
further out. I am not putting one proposition before the 
other. 

592. What class of country have you had experience 
of 2—Of three classes—red loamy land, medium heavy 
with a little loam on top, and the heavy clay. 

593. According to what you state either line would 
serve the purpose intended from the standpoint of the 
quality of soil passed through !— Yes. 

594, Which cf the two lines do you favour?’—TI do not 
wish to favour either. The local council is advocating 
railway extension for developmental purposes. It does not 
matter whether the line starts from Barmedman or 
Wyalong, provided it will open up the country ; but if the 
extra country from Barmedman warrants the extra 
distance I will support it, but it is not for me to say. 
The whole of the country from Barmedman and Wyalong 
to Wamboyne is suitable for wheat. 


595, What do you think is a reasonable distance for a 
farmer to cart wheat and make wheat-farming a payable 
proposition ?—About 10 miles. 


596. What do you consider is a living area along either 
of the routes?—About 1,000 acres, provided that the 
settlers understand the lan}. The worst results from-the 
black country have been due- to its new state. It is too 
rich, but after being worked for a few years it becomes 
cooler and is better suited for wheat. The light red soil 
has the opposite effect. 


597. Mr. Drummond | You would say that there is no 
area of land of any extent on the route from Barmedman 
to Wamboyne which is at present served by rail?—Yes ; 
and it is bad country to cart wheat upon, and it is a great 
drawback. After we get 8 miles out from Barmedman the 
haulage costs are such that the extent of cultivated land 
falls off immediately, 


598. If a line were constructed towards Wamboyne it 
would have the effect of increasing the acreage under 
cultivation on that particular area?—Yes ; with railway 
facilities almost the whole of that country would be under 
wheat. 


599. Can you give any idea of the extent of land which 
is not cultivated at present, but which would be cultivated 
if the line were built !—If it were cut up into blocks and 
settlers put upon it, I think the whole of it would be 
cultivated. Of course I do not know what the present 
holders would do, but I know it is suitable for cultivation. 


600. Have land-holders within the influence of existing 
lines cut up their holdings for settlement?—To a great 
extent they have. There are new settlers on Barmedman 
Station adjacent to the existing line, but the land has only 
been subdivided during the last two years and they have 
not yet got properly started, 


THURSDAY, 1 MARCH, 1923. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuatrman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuaret Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong 
towards Condobolin. 


Parkin Benjamin Pearson, Compiler, Bureau of Statistics, 
sworn and examined :— 


601. Mr. Burke.| I understand you have a statistical 
statement with regard to the proposed railway from 
Wyalong towards Condobolin ?—Yes. It is as follows :—— 


ProroseD RAILWAY--WYALONG TOWARDS COXDOBOLIN. 
Agricultural, Pastoral, and Dairying Statistics. 
Holdings of 1 acre and upwards used for agricultural and pastoral 


purposes. 
| Z Area occupied. Total 

Police Patrol Districts, Season, | <3  |———___———— area cul- 

| g Alienated. ke ae 

No. | Acres. | Acres. | Acres. 

1919-20 | 18 30 | 12,891 | 4,385 

Wyalong (part) ...... { 1920-21 | 18 30 | 12,891 | 4,520 
, 1921-22 | 16 30 | 12,191 | 4,813 
1919-20 | 60 | 105,250 | 110,510 | 15,331 

Marsden (part) ....... 1920-21 | 61 | 107,423 | 102,392 | 16,116 
1921-22 | 61 | 107,179 | 102,740 | 16,601 

: 1919-20 | 26 58,445 | 63,739 | 6,202 
Ungarie (part)........< | 1920-21 | 29 65,389 | 60,039 | 7,332 
1921-22 | 27 66,461 49,278 | 10,545 
Z 1919-20 | 19 81,731 | 42,669 559 
Warroo (part)... ... 1920-21 | 19 90.271 | 43,730 665 
.| 1921-22 | 19 | 112,094 | 20,143 700 
\ 1919-20 | 123 | 245,456 | 229.809 | 26,468 
PALOENIAE «2... santos 1920-21 | 127 | 263,113 | 219,952 | 28,633 
(| 1921-22 | 123 | 285,764 | 184,352 | 32,659 


+ 8945—D 


DETAILS OF CULTIVATION. 


eT Gnu ak id 


Wheat. poet Hay. 
Police Patrol Seaanth a z ; Green 
Districts. 00: Food. 
Arca. | Yield, | Area. /Yield.| Area. | Yield. 
| Acres.| Bush. |Acres.| Bush.]Acres. | Tons. | Acres, 
(| 1919-20 4,275 4,068 SG 110 iL ae 
Wyalong (part) ..~ | 1920 21; 4,100} 72,720 420 815 
( 1921-22 | 4,330] 72,390 8] 180] 475 713 
( 1919-20 | 13,446 1,488 525 17 1,360 
|} 
Marsden (part) ..-\ | 1920-21 | 14,346) 231,996 70 | 1,800) 1,575 | 2,403 125 
1 | ; 
\{ 1921-22 | 14,815] 190,269 | 20 585 | 1,586 | 1,828 180 
| | 
(| 1919-20 5,245 2,010 957 75 
| | 
Ungarie (part)....< | 1920-21 | 6,717] 126,753 | 615 955 
| | 
| 1921-22 | 9,575] 142,26) | 20) 30) 959 | 1,130 
( 1919-20 300 174 220 30 
Warioo (part)....¢ | 1920-21 457 (OLED 208 232 40 
(| 1921-22 560) 4,235 ic0 113 
(| 1919-20 | 23,266) 7,740 1,812 103 | 1,300 
| 
Summary ........ - | 1920-21 | 25,620] 439,372 | 70 |1,800| 2,818 | 4,405 | 125 
1} 
(| 1921-22 | 29,280) 409,254 43 | 1,065 | 3,111 | 3,784 220 
| 
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Witnesscs—P. B. Pearson, 1 March, and J. E. H. Kennedy, 2 March, 1923. 
Proposep RAILWAY—WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN. 


OO eee oe Holdings of 1 acre and upwards vsed for Agricultural and Pastoral 
Live Stock at 30th June. 


Wool production. 


— 


Cattle yeetie 
seth zg | Sheep. |Swine ; 

3 x Milch} All Sheep | Greasy 

> | i =sC| cows. obhers shorn. | wool. 

No. | No. | No No. No. No lb. 
‘/1920| 169| 92} 107 15 50 300 
Wyalong (part) aa / 1921 | 267 28 118 649 98 150 850 
1922 | 232 38 19$| 1,337 9 767 5,836 
(; 1920 | 817 68 | 1,011 | 62,174 | 12)| 86,710 | 625,084 
Marsden (part) e| | 1921 | 8491 .96| 976 | 92,628 | 64 79,441 | 566,402 
\| 1922 | 697 87 772 | 89,849 | 154 | 79,694 | 615,875 
{| 1920 476 21 332 | 32,150 31 36,155 | 247,660 
Ungarie ee 1921 | 485 18 336 | 49,562 57 | 31,842 | 227,534 
\| 1922 445 49 412 | 40,884 98 50,569, | 432,084 
(| 1920 254 29 £05 | 41,795 | 31 55,974 | 393,914 
Warroo (part) .... | 1921 | 294 45 | 1,088 | 52,088 64 | 69,557 | 491,488 
{ 1922 | 270 58 | 2,343 | 80,561 | 259] 71,266 | 515,490 
| 1920 1,716 | 140 | 1,955 |136,039 89 | 178,889 |1,266,958 
Summary ie 1921 |1,895 | 187 | 2,518 \194,927 | 283 | 180,990 |1,286,274 
{ 1922 {1,644 | 218 | 3,721 |212,631 | 520 | 202,296 |1,569,285 


Proposed RAILWAY—WyYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN. 


Purposes, 1921-22. 


Area series based on alienated 


Area occupied, 


Ais Holdings. Crown land 

area of holding. iii attached ts a 
holdings. 

Acres. No. Acres. Acres. 

1 to BOO rece state 3 550 2,501 

601 ,, (YO Rais dancemudiet 7 4,480 10,698 
DOL ss SOO ns. oscco eee 3 2,322 6,834 
SOUS, SU,000 nr ecssseocs anne 6 5,698 7,994 
D500) yy BL O00 cre esntasnseees 10 12,150 7,303 
15500 65 25000. aortas cewcpacas 4 6,946 17,500 
2,001 ,, 3,000. 10 26,481 3,627 
3001) 24 O00n. eee eee 6 21,842 9,248 
A-O01 oS). 5,000: ar neacs. cesses 2 10,595. 5 ic? eaten 
BD OOU Ny Hasse caeeiecmecne 5 30,833 10,978 
DsO0L.255 “LOSOD wintooneseoa ce 4 32,574 30,246 
10:001 33 “Tb; G0O) i eesc acc. 2 21,819 2,568 
15,001), (5°20; 000.22 occ. aeteeeae 3 49,081 15,126 
Over 20,000 acress..ceen-ee 2 60,463 10,449 
Total private holdings 67 285,764 135,072 

Consisting of Crown lands 

CORN NF arn Shon sntoosuddutceoneded: 56 | eee 49,280 
otal eatoataoet erste 123 285,764 184,352 


Datry PRODUCTION DURING YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNK. 


Production during Year. 
Police Patrol District. Year. 
Butter. | Bacon, &e. 
lb. lb, 
1920.08) 550) emer aee 
Wi yalon ga (parc) pavement se 1921 1,900 1,320 
1922 T2407"), apeeeaers 
( 1920 2,480 Searost 
Maradeni(\par)eescrescsenedeeens 1921 4310 * @tim Lies 
1922 2,687 1,080 
1920 365 100 
Ungariel(part)i Ma.cap.srcnecens 1921 760 140 
1922 1,382 1,830 
1 1920 1,668 © | oe 
WV ALTOO (Part) sciss0,s0seecce sn 192] 1,603 700 
|| 1929 3.345 ey 
1920 5,063 100 
TUPPER fengesonotondborccoage Beate 1921 8,633 2,160 
1922 8,654 2,910 


602. What limits of country have you taken for your 
figures ?—It is always understood it is a radius of 12 miles, 
or equi-distant between existing lines. 

603. Mr. Drummond.| Referring to the figures for 
Ungarie, showing the total area cultivated, there appears 
to have been an increase of about 23 per cent. in the last 
three years !—That is due to the variation of the seasons. 

604. Can you say whether that increase is common to 
all the districts or is better than the average?—If you 
refer to the summary you will see that the increase is 
almost entirely in the Ungarie portion. It has gone up by 
3,200 acres in that district alone. 

605. Was that increase better than the average increase 
in other agricultural districts !—I could not say without 
looking the matter up, but I should say it was. 

606. Mr. Cameron.| Are these figures collected specially 
by police patrols or taken out of the annual collection !— 
The annual collection. 

607. Mr. Drummond.| Later on will you supply the 
average area under wheat, and the holdings, for the years 
1915-17, 1917-18, and 1918-19 in the district between 
Ungarie and Monia Gap and the district between Wyalong 
towards Condobolin. ‘Will you also, for purposes of com- 
parison, supply the figures for wheat cultivation for the 
same periods in the Grenfell-Narromine and Parkes dis- 
tricts ?—Yes. 


FRIDAY, 2 MARCH, 1922. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHatmay). 


The Hon. Jonn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Mationy. 
Francis MicHarL Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin. 


John Edmond Harold Kennedy, Chief Draftsman, Depart- 


ment of Lands, sworn and examined :— 


608. Chairman.] I understand you haye a statement 
concerning the area that would be served by the proposed 
line ?—Yes, it is as follows :— 


Limits of Affected Area, 


The limits of the area which would be influenced by the 
construction of the proposed railway from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin have been restricted, according to instructions, to 
12 miles from each side of the proposed line, and are shown on the 
map produced by a firm red band, On account of the existing 


railway, Wyalong to Lake Cargelligo, the limits in question on the 
southern and western sides of the affected area are indicated on map 
about midway between the existing railway mentioned and the one 
proposed. 

The 12-mile zone is shown on the eastern and northern sides of 
the proposed line. Extension beyond the other limits indicated 
to cover that zone on each side of proposed railway would embrace 
lands within the sphere of the existing railway referred to. 

Concerning the lands within the limits shown, the following 
particulars are afforded :— 


Untenanted Crown Lands, 


There is no untenanted Crown lands within the limits of the 
area influenced by the construction of the proposed line, 


Forest Reserves. 

There are eleven Forest Reserves and part of three others with 
an aggregate area of about 31,000 acres ; about 19,000 acres of this 
area are held under lease. Thirteen of these reserves have been 
dedicated as State Forests. 

Country : Generally level to slightly undulating, intersected by 
a few stony ridges. No permanent natural water supply. 

Soil: Red sandy loam with a little clay ; generally suitable for 
grazing or agriculture, 

Timber : Pine, box, ironbark, oak, yarran, gum, belar, myall, 
budda, wilga, and currajong, with patches of mallee and 
wattle scrub. Good prospective value for pine, small value 
for ironbark and box; remainder of timber of no commercial 
value. 

Improvement Leases. 

There are six Improvement Leases and part of two others, having 
a total area of about 28,800 acres, of which about 25,500 acres is 
covered by reserves. Two of these leases are under the admin- 
istrative control of the Forestry Commission. 

Term: One of these leases has about five years to run, one 
about six years, one about eleven years, one about 
eleven and three quarter years, one about twelve and a half 
years, one about thirteen years, and two have each about 
nine years more to run, 

Rentals: The rents range from ‘75d. per. acre (Improvement 
Lease 803, parish of Lake) to 5d. per acre (Improvement 
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Lease 1,667, parishes of Lake and Cadalgulee), all in county . 


of Gipps. 
ig “Scrub Leases. 

There are six Scrub Leases, three of which are only partly within 
the affected area, with a total acreage of about 17,100 acres, of which 
about 16,400 acres is covered by reserves. Oneof these leases (Scrub 
Lease 110, parishes of Wyrra and Bimbella, county of Bland) of 
about 3,200 acres, was surrendered in August, 1922, and an Occupa- 
tion Permit issued ia lieu; there are therefore only five Scrub Leases 
left to deal with as such; two of these leases, together with that 
surrendered, are under the control of the Forestry Commission. 

Term: One of the five Scrub Leases referred to has a tenure of 
twenty-one years, and the remaining four have each a 
tenure of twenty-eight years, while the surrendered lease 
for which, as already stated, an Occupation Permit has 
issued, has a tenure of five years, and has about four and a 
half years more torun. One of the five Scrub Leases has 
about four years to run, one has about five and a half years, 
one about eight years, one about ten years, and one about 
twelve years more to run. : 

Rentals: The rents range from ld. per acre (Scrub Leases 59 
and 361, parishes of Blowclear, Clear Ridge, and Manna, 
county of Gipps, and Scrub Lease 227, parish of Back 
Creek, county of Bland), to 34d. per acre (Scrub Lease 
296, parish of Weelah, also in county of Gipps). 

The rental of the Occupation Permit is 4d. per acre. 


Power of Withdrawal by the Crown for purposes of Settlement. 
y y purp 


Of the eight Improvement Leases quoted above, the Crown, under 
the conditions embodied therein, has power of withdrawal for 
purposes of settlement, without compensation, except for lessee’s 
interest in improvements on the land so withdrawn, in respect of 
seven leases, as follows :— 

In one lease (Improvement Lease 803) on giving six months’ 
notice, lease may be terminated at any time in connection with any 
water conservation scheme. 

In three leases (Improvement Leases 1,481, 1,615, and 1,667) the 
Crown has power to withdraw the whole or any part or parts.of the 
leases after ten years from their commencement, 7.¢., after 7th Feb- 
ruary, 1916, 14th June, 1917, and 2nd December, 1917, respectively. 

In two leases (Improvement Leases 1,543 and 1,634) the Crown has 
power to withdraw the whole or any part or parts of the leases after 
ten years from their commencement. 2.¢e., after 21st September, 1916, 
and 2nd January, 1918, respectively, or on revocation of covering 
Forest Reserve, or on giving six months’ notice if it be decided to 
drain Lake Cowal. 

In one lease (Improvement Lease 1,866) the Crown has power to 
withdraw the whole or any part or parts after fifteen years from 
commencement of lease, i.¢., after 20th January, 1926, or in the 
event of covering Forest Reserves being revoked. 

In the remaining lease (Improvement Lease 563) under the 
conditions attached thereto, the Crown has no specific power of 
withdrawal for purposes of settlement, but has a general power 
under the Closer Settlement Acts to acquire with compensation for 
Closer Settlement any land comprised in any Improvement Lease. 

Of the five Scrub Leases referred to above, the Crown, under the 
conditions governing them, has power of withdrawal for purposes 
of settlement without compensation, except for lessee’s interest in 
improvements on land so withdrawn, in respect of four leases as 
follows :— 

In one lease (Scrub Lease 227) the Crown has power to withdraw 
the whele or any part or parts after fifteen years from the com- 
mencement thereof, 7.e., after 18th June, 1922, or in the event of 
covering Forest Reserve becoming useless. 

In one lease (Serub Lease 296) the Crown has power to withdraw 
the whole or any part or parts after ten years from its commence- 
ment, 2.¢., after 2)st December, 1919, or in the event of a railway 
being constructed within 15 miles of any part of the leased land, 
or in the event of covering Forest Reserve becoming wholly or in 
part useless for purposes of its reservation.? 


Witness—J, E. H. Kennedy, 2 March, 1923. 


In one lease (Scrub Lease 335) the Crown has power to withdraw 
the whole or any part or parts after fifteen years from commence- 
ment of lease, i.e., after 9th October, 1926, or in the event of a 
railway being constructed within 10 miles of the land leased, or in 
the event of covering Forest Reserve being revoked. In this case 
the withdrawal condition in connection with revocation uf covering 
Forest Reserve has already been acted upon, as owt of the original 
area of 3,700 acres, only about 870 acres are now left and have been 
applied for by lessee as Homestead Selection. 

In one lease (Scrub Lease 361) the Crown has power to withdraw 
the whole or any part or parts in the event of covering Forest 
Reserve being revoked. 

In the remaining lease (Scrub Lease 59) the Crown has no specific 
power of withdrawal for purposes of settlement, but, asin Improve- 
ment Leases, has a general power under the Closer Settlement Acts 
to acquire with compensation for Closer Settlement any land 
comprised in any Scrub Lease. * ; 

With regard to Occupation Permit on surrendered Scrub Lease 
110, according to the conditions to which it is subjected, permit 
may be determined by the Commission upon giving not less than 
one month’s notice in writing; or at any time withdraw permit 
wholly or in part if the land or any part thereof is required for any 
mining, forestry, or other public purposes without compensation, 
except for interest in any improvement effected by holder of 
permit with the consent of the Commission on such land. 

1t will be noted that quite apart from any other condition 
governing Improvement Leases 1,4S1, 1,615, 1,667, 1,543 and 1,634, 
and Scrub Leases 227 and 296 regarding withdrawals, the whole or 
any part or parts of these leases can be withdrawn at any time now. 

It may be pointed out also that apart altogether from whatever 
specific conditions regarding withdrawals for purposes of settlement 
may be embodied in the instruments covering the Improvement 
and Scrub Leases herein, the Crown has also a general power 
under the Closer Settlement (Amendment) Act, 1912, as amended 
by the Closer Settlement (Amendment) Act, 1914, to acquive for 
Closer Settlement any land comprised in any improvement or 
Scrub Lease wherever situated, on payment of such compensation as 
may be agreed upon or determined in accordnnce with the pro- 
visions of section 4 of the first mentioned Act; or under the 
Amending Act of 1916, may purchase by agreement with the lessee. 

Mention may be made that under the provisions of the Crown 
Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, the holder of any Improvement or 
Scrub Lease may, at any time during the last year of the lease, 
apply for the portion of the leasehold, if then unreserved, which 
contains the lessee’s dwelling-house, not exceeding a home mainten- 
ance area, as Homestead Selection, provided that the area be 
improved with permanent, fixed, and substantial improvements, 
including dwelling-house, to the value of £L per acre, but not 
necessarily exceeding £640 in all. 


Closer Settlement Area. 


It will be noticed that the area influenced by the construction of 
the line under review contains within its limits the ‘‘ Summervale” 
Closer Settlement Purchase Area, shown by white bands on face of 
map produced. The area, containing 3,133 acres, was acquired by 
the Government under the Promotion Provisions Act, 1918, on 19th 
March, 1920, for the sum of £6,263, and subdivided into two farms, 
which were applied for and allotted by the Minister, the disposal 
price thereof being £1 19s. 11d. per acre, and £3,131 per farm. 

Finally it may be mentioned that within the limits referred to, 
there is a total area of unalienated Crown lands of about 101,600 
acres divided as follows :—About 20,300 acres of reserved lands not 
held under any tenure, other than annual tenure, about 35,400 
acres of Crown lands held under Occupation License, and about 
45,900 acres held under inconvertible leases, 


Rainfall. 


The average annual rainfall on the affected area is about 17% 
inches. 


PROPOSED RAILWAY—WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOUBLIN, 


acres, 
Alienated lands (tinted blue) — (about) 
Including Conditional Purchases, Conditional Leases, Settlement 
Purchases, Homestead Selections, and Homestead Farms 331,200 
Reserved lands—About 99,500 acres. 
* About 20,300 acres not held under any tenure (tinted green) . 20,800 
Of 79,200 acres ‘held under lease and Occupation License « 
(edged green) 
About 99,500 acres. 
Leased lands (hatched blue)— 
MELULEMISL bs SASES irae Petts ara, s's.01sie) s dvermtle yorns/o aYora nin; ¥ about 9,700 acres \ 
Crown fy Sn. Cathar ecierinn REN Ghee Ere bine Fs WhOO sy 
Special », (including about 2,000 ac, reserves) ,, 2,600 ,, 
Improyenrnt ,, ie »» 25,500 - », 28,800 ,, > 60,900 
Scrub ¥, re) », 16,400 9 fy LOO | 
‘ (About 43,200 ac. ,, about 60,900 ,, / 
Crown lands (tinted brown) — 
Held under Occupation License 
(including about 35,300 acres reserves) ........++ 35,400 
(About 79,200 acres reserves). 
Total area (about)...,.... 447,800 
ae 


* It is probable that part of these reserved lands may be held under Annual 
Leases, particulars of which are not ayailable at head office. 
J. E. H. KENNEDY, 


Department of Lands, E 
Chicf Draftsmanj 


Sydney, 2nd March, 1923, 
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Witnesses—J. E. H. Kennedy, 2 March, P. B. Pearson, 14 March, and C. C. Bailey, 20 March, 1923. 


609. Mr. Cameron.| Referring to the 31,000 acres of 
forest reserves ; according to the report the timber is not 
very good!—I presume the Forestry Department have 
picked those areas as forest reserves probably for the pine 
timber on them. 


WEDNESDAY, 


610. Do you consider that the general character of the 
land is such that it would be suitable for agriculture ?—I 
think there is no doubt about that. 

611. Mr. Drummont.| What proportion of the total area 
of 447,800 acres is within the spaere of influence of the 
existing line !—About 50,000 acres. 


14 MARCH, 1923. 


Present; :-—-- 


We stone wees 
The Hon. JoHn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis MicuarLt Burke, Esa. 


DICK (CuHairMAn). 
WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMeES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalo: g 
towards Condobolin. 


Parkin Benjamin Pearson, compiler, Bureau of Statistics, further examined :— 
612. Chairman.] I understand you wish to make a statement with regard to the area under wheat for the seasons 


1916-17, 1917-18, 1918-19 ?—Yes, it is as follows :— 


PROPOSED RAILWAY—WYALONG TOWARDS CONDOBOLIN. 


Additional information.—Wheat: Area and production.—Seasons 1916-17, 1917-18, 1918-19. 


Grain. Hay. 
Police Patrol Districts, Season. Total area. sagas st for 
Area. Yield, Area. Yield. 

acres. acres, bushels. acres, tons. acres 

1916-17 3,959 3,608 37,454 351 4,71. |). So oeeaees 

Weyalong (part) “Sitetetc nc csecee cio sacteaceres 1917 18 3,835 3,620 35,693 215 196) eee 
1918~+19 4,615 4,230 19,670 315 145 70 

1916-17 14,502 12,405 101,500 2,086 3,378 11 

Marsden (part) 05.5 wnt ecivutesen ese teen 1917 18 12,688 11,520 148,917 888 949 280 
1918-19 15,375 13,533 76,417 1,832 1,014 10 

1916-17 6,590 5,766 106,483 824 1,743: 31) eee 

Ungarie (part) iincaancneetsen ccnenesctaenneuys 1917-18 7,074 6,426 120 072 458 533 190 
1918-19 7,385 6,545 39,320 840 420 - |. 9 eee 

1916-17 779 220 3,279 455 525 95 

RW. ATTOO: (Pare) Unrescartedascaee oecounen ees couceatae aes 1917-18 540 319 4,197 211 165 10 
1918=19 $80 635 15,527 320 127 25 


TUESDAY, 2 
[The Committee met at t 


0 MARCH, 1923. 
he Court-house, Condobolin. | 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esq. 


WinuiAM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin. 


Cecil Charles Bailey, farmer, Summervale, Euglo, sworn, 
and examined :— 


613. Chatrman.] What is the area of your holding ?—My 
brother and myself hold 3,100 acres. My block is about 1,700 
acres; my brother’s block over 1,300 acres. We carry on 
mixed farming. Condobolin is our nearest trucking station 

614. If the line were built from Wyalong, how far would 
you and your brother be from the proposed terminal point ? 
—By road about 8 miles ; as the crow flies 64 to 7 miles. 

615. If the proposed line were to terminate at the 33- 
mile peg, you and your brother would be well served !—-Yes. 


616. Is the country 12 miles south of Condobclin served 
by the existing line 1—Yes. 

617. Adding the 12 miles to the south of Condobolin, 
which is already served, to the 33 miles from Wyalong to 
the proposed terminal point, plus an additional 12 miles 
which would be served beyond that point; would mean that 
57 miles of country would be within 12 miles of a railway 


in the event of the construction of the proposed line — 
es: 


618. That would leave only about 6 miles of country 
unserved ?— Yes. 
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619. Ts the nature of the soil uniform between Wam- 
boyne and Cond ,bolin 1—Yes, with the exception of small 
isolated patches. It would be well suited for wheat-grow- 
ing and mixed farming. 

620. Is the country swampy surrounding the Bogandillon 
Svamp, and therefore inferior for agriculture ?—On the 
south and west the land is suitable for wheat growing. 

$21. How does the agricultural country situated close to 
Wyalong compare with the country north of Wamboyne ? 
--With proper farming facilities the North Wamboyne 
country is equal to the Wyalong country. 

622. How long have you been carrying on farming 
operations on your present holding!—Since 1920. Previous 
to a storm occurring we were taking off nine bags per 
acre, After the storm the average was a little over six 
bags per acre. In 1921 the average was nearly four and a 
half bags. Last year we did not get anything. 

§23. Mr. Doe.| Was the land fallowed which yielded 
nine bags in 1919-20 ?—No. 

624. Were the subsequent returns obtained fiom 
fallowe1 land ?—Only a portion. In 1920-21, out of 360 
acres under crop, there were about 100 acres fallowed. 

625. Did you get a better return from [the fallowed 
land ?—Yes, from half to three-quariers of a bag better 
than on the unfallowed land. 

626. When the river is in flood, how far does it 
extend ?!—The farthest to my !knowledge has been about 1 
mile from the river bank. “There are other creeks, but I 
have never known them to overflow their banks. 

627. Mr. Mahony.| Between Euglo and Condobolin, is 
ihe land 10 miles out from Condobolin suitable for farm- 
ing!—Yes. There are isolated patches of swampy country 
which would not be suitable for wheat-growing. 

628. Are there any creeks to be crossed ?— Yes. 

629. If the line were constructed to Condobolin, would 
it not be necessary to construct a bridge across the 
Lachlan, near Condobolin, and perhaps bridges over some 
creeks ?— Yes. 

630. Mr. Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railways, 
stated that when you got within 15 miles of Condobolin 
you got into plain country which is not wheat country ; do 
you agree with that statement?—-Within about 13 miles 
there are isolated patches unsuitable for wheat-growing. 

§31. Are there any large holdings south from Con- 
dobolin ’— Yes, Borambil and Merawee. 

632. Mr. Burke.) What is a living area in that particular 
district within a radius of 12 miles from a railway ?—2,000 
acres, with mixed farming. 

633. What is the nature of the land from the proposed 
terminus to Condobolin !—It is suitable for wheat-growing 
and mixed farming. J consider there is no better land 
around the district. 

634. Apart from the cost of the land, what capital would 
a man require to make a success?—£800 to £1,000. The 
carrying capacity is one sheep to 3 acres. 

635. What is your opinion of the suggestion that the 
line be carried to Bogan Gate instead of to Condobolin !— 
I think it would be cheaper to construct the line to Con- 
dobolin. : 

636. Why do you advocat> the construction of a line 
from Wamboyne to Condobolin when only 6 miles would 
be unserved if the line were constructed to Wamboyne !—I 
was considering people to the west of Euglo. I also looked 
at the question from the point of view of linking up with 
the south and north from a defence point of view. 

637. What is a fair distance to cart wheat to a railway ? 
—12 to 14 miles. : 

638. In the district which would not be well served by 
the terminal point being at Wamboyne, is farming being 
carried on at present ?— Yes. 

639. Are there any large holdings along the route 
from Wamboyne to Condobolin?—Ycs. Borambil aud 
Merawee are practically the largest holdings. 

64@. Would the owners of the large holdings be prepared 
to cut up their land in the event of the railway running 
right through !—I understand they propose to go in for 
wheat-growing. 


Wunesses—C. C. Bailey and I’. J. Brady, 20 March, 1923. 


Terence James Brady, grazier, Condobolin, sworn, and 
examined :— 


641. afr. Cameron.| Where is your holding situated ?— 
Six miles to the east of Condobolin, about 2 miles from the 
existing line. I have another property 6 miles to the nor:h 
of Condobolin. 

642. Do you carry on farming?—Yes, but I do not 
grow very much wheat—about 150 acres. I graze prin- 
cipally. In the two properties there are about 13,000 
acres, including what I lease. he carrying capacity of 
the red country in the north is a sheep to 3 acres, The 
river country, of which Ihave about 2,580 acres, would 
carry one sheep to 2 acres. I assist it by irrigation wh n 
practicable. 

643. Is the river country flooded 1— Yes. 

644. What is the value of the land in the locality of the 
proposed line ?—£3 5s. per acre has been paid for freehold 
land—that is, first-class river country. 

645. What would the lighter soil between the Lachlan 
and-Wamboyne be worth ?—Probably from £2 to £3 pr 
acre. 

646. How long have you been in the district ?—Since 
1876. The highest flood in my experience occurred in 1879. 
It lasted several months, and extended about i5 miles south 
from the river, ; 

647, Was the water away from the river deep enough to 
swim a horse?—No, The water would not be’ deep, 
generally. If the railway were constructed, viaducts wou'd 
be required in places, 

648. Terninating the proposed line at Wamboyne would 
serve country 12 miles to the north. Country 12 miles south 
of Condobolin would also be served, leaving only about 9 
miles unserved. Would the Committee be justified in 
recommending an expenditure of £170,000, independently 
of the cost which would have to be incurred for the con- 
struction of expensive bridges, to build a railway from 
Wamboyne to Condobolin ?—Yes, the objective would be 
Nyngan. It would serve as a connecting link between the 
western system and the Riverina country. 

649. Mr. Mahony.| Is the country within 15 miles of 
Bogan Gate better than the country within 15 miles of 
Condobolin?—The country is not better, but I suppose the 
climate is better. 

650. Is the Bogan Gate country as much subject to flood 
as the Condobolin district ?—No. 

651. Do you consider the continuation of the proposed 
line to Condobolin would be better than a continuation of 
it to Bogan Gate !—Very much, 

652. Is there any probability of the large estates around 
Condobolin being cut up for closer settlement ?— Yes. 

653. Mr. Travers.) You justify the connection from 
Wyalong to Condobolin on the ground that it would bring 
Nyngan into touch with the Southern Riverina country. 
Are you contemplating an extension cf the line north from 
Condobolin towards Nyngan !—Yes, in future years. 

654. There is a line from Bogan Gate to Tottenham. If 
there is to be any extension, would it not be preferable to 
continue the line from Tottenham to Nyngan ?—No. 
There is a great tract of country north of Condobolin 
towards Nyngan that is unserved, and between Trundle 
and the western division boundary, which the line I suggest 
would go a long way to serve. 

655. Would not a line from Condobolin almost straight 
through to Nyngan become a competitor with the Totten- 
ham line ?—It might. It would certainly open up a lot of 
very good country which is languishing for a railway at 
present, At times there is a good deal of wheat grown 
north. of Condobolin towards Nyngan. 

656. You prefer the line from Wyalong to Condobolin 
rather than from Wyalong to Bogan Gate?—I am not 
wedded to either of those lines. 

657. Mr. Hodgson, Chief Traffic Manager, ‘gave the 
following evidence :— 

If the returns from this line are as satisfactory as you anticipate, 
do you contemplate in the future extending it in the direction of 
Condobolin ?—I very much doubt whether that would be justified. 
If we did extend it, I think it is likely that it would bear in an 


easterly direction. 
More towards Bogan Gate ?—Yes, 
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Witnesses. J. Brady, D. Berrell, J. Quilty, and S. J. Snumack, 20 March, 1923. 


Is there any possibility of the proposed line linking up the Con- 

dobolin line at Bogan Gate ?—It might link up at Bogan Gate, or it 
might link up between Bogan Gate and Condobolin, where there is 
some very good land. 
The official objection to the line going to Condobolin is 
that you strike flooded country about 9 miles out from 
Condobolin. Can you say whether there is very much 
flooded country 9 miles out from Condobolin to Wamboyne ? 
—Nothing to retard the construction of a railway. 


658. Mr. Marshall, the surveyor, who has been over the 
line, says you strike the flooded country about 15 miles 
from the proposed terminal point of the line at Wamboyne ? 
—That would be the overflow from Lake Cowal. That 
could be easily avoided I should say. e 

659. Would the Bogandillon swamp present any engi- 
neering difficulties in the construction of the line from 
Condobolin {—Not very great. The effect of the floods 
would Le enhanced as you approached the river. 


660. Would it be so enhanced as to present any big 
engineering difficulties 1—In a high flood. 

661. Would not a flood, such as occurred in 1879, which 
affected 15 miles of country, be disastrous to a railway }— 
Yes, but a great part of the 15 miles was not covered. 


662. Is there much of what is called flooded country 
now being used for agriculture within traftickable distance 
of the line?—Not a great deal. That country is pretty 
well all large holdings, which is mostly used for grazing. 
Wheat can be grown on the higher Jand. In a very 
abnormal flood it wou'd be hampered by water. 


663. Would the construction of the line from Wvyalong 
to Condobolin be of any advantage to the people in the 
direction of Euabalong ?—It would as a cross-country line 
going south to the Riverina instead of going to Stockin- 
bingal. 

664. The distance would be greater to Stockinbingal /— 
Yes. 

665. Mr. Doe.) Was the flood of 1879 the greatest on 
record ?—To my knowledge. 

666. Would there be as much difficulty, on account of 
floods, in getting to Bogan Gate as to Condobolin !—Yesa. 


Daniel Berrell, farmer, Euglo, sworn, and examined :— 


667. Afr. Burke.| Do you favour the extension of the 
line from Wamboyne to Condobolin !--That would n't suit 
me. I favour the line from Ungarie to Condobolin. My 
holding is 3,000 acres. I am 24 miles from Condobolin. 
It is 20 miles to Ungarie, but the road is not so good. I 
cart my wheat mostly to Condobolin. 

€68. Beyond the 12-mile limit either from Condobolin or 
Ungarie there would Le 16 miles unserved; how many 
settlers are there in that area ?—Forly at least. 

669. How much of your area is under wheat !—1,2°0 
acres, It has never been fallowed. I have been in the 
district sixteen years. I had an cxperimental farm for 
three years, and the yield averaged eight bags to the acre. 
That part was always fallowed. 

670, What was the average you got from the other land ? 
-—I had 550 acres in, and I sold 2,0C0 bags two years in 
succession. I uscd fertilisers on one cceasion only. 

671. What is a living area in that district 7—3,000 acres 
would be a fair living area. When I went there I was 
£500 in debt, and I came off it £1,000 to the gocd. 

672. What is a fair distance to cart wheat?—10 to 12 
miles. I always had to cart wheat 24 miles and was 
successful. 

673. Were the roads good 1-—Not too good, 

674. Would a man going on the land with £200 be able 
to make gocd He should. 

675. The amount of capital required would depend on 
. the man himself to an extent ?—Certainly. 

676. How many sheep did you carry ?—About 2,000, 
The cariying capacity of the land was about 3 acres to the 
“sheep. ‘The rainfall was about 16 inches. 


John Quilty, farmer and grazier, Roseville, Condobolin, 
sworn, and examined :— 


677. Mr, Mahony.| Where is your holding situated?— At 
Euglo. I have 2,900 acres. I am using it for mixed 
farming. 500 acres are under wheat. The yield has been 
flve or six bags to the acre. I have been there since 1907. 
I know the district fairly well. 

678. Do you favour the continuation of the line from 
Wamboyne to Condobolin?—{ would prefer the line from 
Ungarie to Condobolin because it would be a more direct 
route. , 

679. If the railway were brought to the proposed 
terminus, would it not be a great advantage to you seeing 
you would then be only 12 miles from a railway !—Yes, and 
to the settlers in the district. I would grow more wheat. 

680. What is the distance from Euglo to Ungarie ?— 
About 22 miles. 

681. Would the line from Ungarie to Condobolin serve 
the people better than a line from Wyalong to Condo- 
bolin {—Either line would suit me. I think the people 
would be equally well serve by either line. 

682. Is the country to the west of Wamboyne better 
than the Wamboyne district —I do not think so. 

683, Is the country within 10 to 15 miles ef Condobolin 
suitable for wheat-growing, or is it flooded country !/—Some 
of it is flooded country. Wheat might be grown there. 

684. Are there any engineering dilficulties in the way of 
continuing the line to Condobolin?—I think bridges and 
viaducts would have to be constructed. 


Samuel Joseph Shumack, station overseer, Belalie, Kuglo, 
sworn, and examined :+— 

685, Mr. Travers.| What is the area of the property of 
which you are overseer ?—4,700 odd acres ; 3,600 conditional 
purchase, and the balance conditional lease. 1 have been 
there nine years as manager. The property has been taken 
up about fifteen years. It has been used mainly for grazing. 
We had 3,00 acres under wheat last season, but the results 
were not satisfactory, except from the fallowed land from 
which two bags to the acre were stripped. 

686. What was the cause of the unsatisfactory result 7— 
Drought. 

687. How much of the 4,700 acres is suitable for wheat- 
growing /—Practically the whole of it. It would not pay 
to go in for wheat-growing at present because we are too 
far from a railway. 

688. What is the nearest trucking station !—Girral on 
the Ungarie line, about 21 miles. 

689. If the line were constructed from Wyalong through 
Wamboyne to Condobolin, how far would you be from it !— 
The line would go within 2 or 3 miles of the eastern 
boundary. 

690. If the line terminated as suggested at Wamboyne, 
how far would the property you manage be from the terminal 
point ?—About 15 miles. 

691. ‘That would put you in a better position as far as 
railway communication is concerned than jou are in to-day ? 
—Certainly ; and we would be prepared to go in for wheat- 
growing properly. “We would cultivate about 1,000 acres. 
We have been growing wheat practically as a side line so 
far because it would not pay. 

692. What is the carrying capacity of the land/—A 
sheep to 24 acres. 

698, Would that be a fair average for the district from 
Wamboyne to Condobolin, say 12 miles on either side of 
the proposed route ?—About Euglo it is better for stock 
than it is near the hills. It is better for wheat near the 
hills. 

694, What area would a man require to get a decent 
living on any portion of the country between Wamboyne 
and within LO to 12 miles of Condobolin, ana 12 miles on 
either side of the proposed railway !—-He should do well 
on 2.000 acres with mixed farming, 

695. Ts the country south of Wamb yne in the direction 
of Wyalorg as good or better than your country ?—I 
consider it would be as good for wheat-grewing, but not for 
stock, 
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Witnesses—S. J. Shumack, F. G, Neild, R, V. Jones, and W. G, Dunn, 20 March, 1923. 


696. Would you use the line if constructed as far as 
Wamboyne !—Yes. I know the country between Wam- 
boyne and Condobolin fairly well. 

697. Is there much flooded country 15 miles north of 
Wamboyne?—I do not know of any flooded country away 
from the lakes. 

698. In the official evidence it is stated that 9 or 10 
miles out from Condobolin along the proposed route flooded 
country is struck /—There might be some about the Bogan- 
dillon Swamp at times. 


Frank Greenwood Neild, clergyman, and Archdeacon of 
the Lachlan District, Condobolin, sworn, and 
examined :— 


699. Mr. Doe.| How long have you been in this 
district ?—Fifteen years, I know the country to be served 
by the proposed line. 

700. Do you think West Wyalong is a good take off 1— 
Yes; it is splendid wheat-growing country from there. I 
think the line should go through, as it would open up a Jot 
of valuable country. It would be a sort of dead-end at 
Wamboyne. 

701. it has been suggested that, if the railway were 
extended to Wamboyne, it would serve 12 miles along the 
terminal point, and that the Condobolin railway already 


serves 12 miles south, leaving less than 12 miles unserved - 


beyond Euglo, from the West Wyalong side?—But the 
wheat-growers about Euglo if they used the line would be 
serding their produce backward. If the railway were 
earried through, there would be a much greater area put 
under wheat. 

702. If the railway were not continued through to Con- 
dobolin, would you suggest that the line be extended to a 
point beyond Wamboyne so as to assist people near 
Euglo!—Yes. The carrying of the line right through 
would make a feeder for the Broken Hill line. The line at 
Stockinbingal has been the means of saving an enormous 
number of stcck in drought times. But the proposed 
extension would be far better, as it would save 50 to 60 
miles in getting to relief country. It would be further 
justified as a connection towards Nyngan: I have been 
through one of the floods here. The water was very 
shallow. There would be the same difficulties at Bogan 
Gate. Between Wamboyne, towards the river, it is very 
fine country. The country is good between the proposed 
terminus and towards Condobolin. In 1907, there was 
hardly any cultivation in Wyalong. The expansion since 
then bas been enormous. If the Lachlan Valley had an 
irrigation scheme, the resultant population would make a 
line pay very quickly. If the line were extended easterly 
Yarrabandai would be a better point than Bogan Gate. 

703. You think the line should be connected in the 
vicinity of Condobolin ?— Yes. 


704. And would act as a relief line in times of drought 


between Condobolin towards the Darling ?—Yes. An 
enormous quantity of water has been sent frem here to 
other places by train. 

705. Is there any decided move on the part of large 
landholders on the other side of the river to subdivide their 
holdings ’—Not that I have heard of. There has been an 
effort to increase the size of holdings. 

706. Is the country between Condobolin and Wamboyne 
agricultural or pastoral !—This end is decidedly pastoral. 


Reece Vaughan Jones, farmer, Clifton, Condobolin, sworn, 
and examined :— 


707. Mr, Drwmmond.| Where is your property situated ? 
—24 miles north of Condobolin. One of my sons has a 
block about 18 miles out, midway between Wamboyne and 
Condobolin. He only puts in 100 acres of wheat. My 
sons, if they did not have to cart their produce so far, 
would put in 1,000 acres. 

108. What is the class of country between Euglo and 
Condobolin !—Nearly all good agricultural land. 

709. A statement was made by one of the officials that 
when you get within 9 miles of Condobolin you come to a 


flooded area, and that the country is practically all pastoral ; 
do you agree with that statement !—No. I know of land 
on Borambil which would suit me for agriculture. 

710, Is the flooded area a narrow strip which cuts in 
across the country ?—Yes, and there is good agricultural 
land in between. 

711. Would the route from West Wyalong toward Con- 
dobolin, terminating at Wamboyne, be the best !—I think 
it is as good as any. 

712. Would it be more suitable than a line from Ungarie 
towards Condobolin ?—It is quite good agricultural land 
whichever way it went. 

713. Is the country between Wamboyne and Bogan Gate 
superior to the country between Wamboyne and Con- 
dobolin?—-No. We have grown up to ten bags per acre, 
I do not think there is any one who grows much more. 

714. We have had evidence that there is a greater area 
of goud country between Bogan Gate and Wamboyne t— 
There may be a greater area. ; 

715. Apart from the distance, would you say the pev- 
centage of good country was greater between Wamboyne 
and Bogan Gate than between Wamboyne and Condobolin ? 
—I think the percentage would be about the same. 

716. What reason would you advance for the extension 
of the line beyond Wamboyne towards Condobolin?—If it 
stopped at Wamboyne it would not make it better for us. 

717. In time of drought would it be an advantage to you 
to have that cross-country railway /—Yes. 

718. When the western country is suffering from drought, 
where do the stock usually go ?—1'o the mountains. 

719. Would it not be practically as advantageous to send 
stock through Parkes as to send this way to Wyalong !— 
No. 

720, They would have to go down towards Temora in 
any case?—Yes, But I think this proposal would save a 
lot of travelling round. ; 

721. Have you known drought conditions in the south 
when there has been good seasons in the north, and stock 
being sent say from south of Wyalong ?—Yes. 

722. In that case, it might be an advantage to be able 
to truck directly through 1—Yes. The Bogan Gate country 
is as much flooded as the Condobolin country. 

723, What percentage of land between Condobolin and 
Evglo would not be sultable for agriculture !—I think 30 
per cent. 


William George Dunn, grazier, 21 miles south-east of 
Condobolin, sworn, and examined :— 


724. Chairman.| How far is your holding from the 
33-mile peg on the proposed line from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin !—About 22 miles. 

725. The construction of the line as far as Wamboyne 
would be of little use to you !—Of no use. 

726. Where do you truck your produce and fat stock 
now ?—To Condobolin. 

727. Do ycu advocate the construction of the line right 
through to Condobolin; and if so, for what reason ?-—It 
would suit me through Condobolin, or otherwise to extend 
it another 7 miles before it branched, so that I could get 
in touch with the southern market. I have 2,900 acres 
which I use for grazing. The land is highly improved and 
carries about 1,500 sheep in normal seasons, 

728. With the construction of the line another 7 miles, 
would you send fat lambs to the railway for the southern 
market !—Yes. 

729. Are there any of your neighbours in the same 
position as you are who would go in for the same class of 
trade if the line were continued further north ?—Yes. 
And we would also put a lot of the land under crop. 

730. Would the driving of fat stock along the road 
21 miles as against 3 reduce their value ?—It would take 
10 per cent. off them. 

731. With the railway say 14 miles from you, would you 
be enabled to go in for wheat and hay growing !—Yes. 
About 800 acres is suitable for farming. 

732. The remainder would be unsuitable ’—- Yes. 
are 1,500 acres of heavy black soil country. 


There 
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Wiinesses—W. G. Dunn, C. Hiil, and A. G. Carruthers, 20 March, 1928. 


733. Do you know the country from your place in 
towards Bogan Gate }—Only as far as Cadow. 

734. Would you find the same proportion of heavy 
country unsuitable for cropping as from your place towards 
Condobolin?—I think about the same. I think more 
people would be served by a line from Wyalong to 
Condobolin than from Ungarie to Condobolin. There are 
more small settlers. 

735, Which would serve the greater area of country and 
the larger number of settlers, the line from Wyalong to 
Wamboyne to Bogan Gate or the line from Wyalong to 
Wamboyne and Condobolin?—There would not be any 
difference. 


Charles Hill, farmer, Trevail Farm, Condobolin, sworn, and 
examined :— 


736. Chairman.| Have you had long experience in this 
district ?—Yes, since 189]. For nineteen years I was a 
teamster on Borambil station. JI am now employed by 
Watson as a farmer. 

737, Which route do you prefer ?—By going right through 
to Condobolin more good wheat country w ould be served 
than by stopping at Wamboyne. 

738, You put in a number of crops on’ Borambil!—Yes, 
on the south side of the river; one would be about 9 miles 
away, the rest within 5 miles. The latter yielded about 
24 tons of wheaten and oaten hay. That was from 100 


acres. We never strip for grain. That was a normal 
yield, with ordinary rainfall. The land was exceptionally 
good. 


739. Do you agree with other witnesses that, as you 
approach the river, say from Euglo, you begin to get into 
country which has a larger proportion of heavy soil unsuit- 
able for agriculture ?—There is some, but there is some fine 
loamy soil, which is very scarce in this district. Ihave not 
done any carting for farmers. J have only carted wool. 
The roads are fair. The flood waters do not extend as far 
as some people imagine. Close to the river the land is 
suitable for lucerne. Some lucerne patches were irrigated. 
We have taken five very heavy crops of lucerne each 
season. 

740. Mr. Cameron.| In flood time how far out from the 
Lachlan River could you swim a horse !—I have never seen 
anywhere but about the banks of the river where you would 
have to swim a horse. There would be places where the 
water would be a foot deep. 


Alfred George Carruthers, commission agent, Condobolin 
sworn, and examined :— 


741. Chairman.| What is the length of your experience 
in this district ?—I have been about twenty-five years in 
the Nyngan and Condobolin districts. I have acquired a 
general knowledge of the country between Condobolin and 
Wyalong through travelling over it. 

742. What is your opinion of constructing a, railway to 
serve the area between the two existing lines in view of 
the three suggested possibilities !—The line from Ungarie 
to Condobolin is the most important one in my opinion. 
Nearly twenty-five years ago I belonged to an association 
which recommended to the Public Works Committee the 
construction of a line from Werris Creek to Nyngan, Con- 
dobolin, Narrandera, and that in a straight line would go 
almost through Ungarie. That line was advocated because 
it would be beneficial to the pastoralists who were prac- 
tically being squeezed out of the Central Division by agri- 
cultural development. The railway line constructed to 
the border of the Western Division would render them 
assistance in drought times. It was considered it would 
facilitate the preserving of live stock from the north or 
south when there was feed at either end. TU have known 
where there has been plenty of grass in the northern 
portion of New South Wales and the stock in the 
Riverina were dying in thousands. The distance was too 
great to take the stock round by rail. Since federation a 
report was made with regard to a defence line which would 
link up Brisbane and Melbourne, and would go through, 


say Nyngan, Condobolin, and the southern lines, Con- 
dobolin would become one of the leading towns of the 
west. It is well situated for a railway town, having a 
never-failing supply of water, of which there would be 
sufficient for all railway requirements. Water has becn 
tuken to various parts of the State from here. 

743. Does the same necessity now exist fcr a line right 
through from Wyalong to Werris Creek in view of the 
construction of other lines, such as the Forbes-Stockinbingal 
line—from the point of view of stock 1!—Yes, as this would 
be a shorter route and the same number of trucks would 
not be required. 

744. Regarding the line from a purely local point of 
view, would you still prefer the Ungarie to Condobolin 
route to the Wyalong—Condobolin route !— Yes. 

745. Is the country better between Ungarie and Con- 
dobolin than between Wyalong and Condobolin?—I take 
it the country is equally as good, if not better, from an 
agricultural point of view. 

746. Why do you favour the line from the agricultural 
point of view?—Because it would give us a connection 
with the southern line. _The majority of settlers on the 
Broken Hill line do business with Victoria, and if they 
come through Ungarie it would make the journey shorter 
to Melbourne. It is more favourable from the point of 
view of the citizen who has to pay for the lines. 

747. You mean a more permanent advantage would 
result to the south in the future from the construction of 
the Ungarie line than from the construction of the 
W yalong—Condobolin line /— Yes. 

748. dlr. Drummond.| Do you agree with the statement 
that the country between Wamboyne and Bogan Gate is 
better agricultural country than between Wamboyne and 
Condobolin?—I think the country from Wamboyne to 
Condobolin would be better wheat land; there would be 
more red soil country. 

749. Are there any people in this district using the 
black soil country for agriculture ?—Lucerne and other 
fodders can be grown to a great extent. Many fodders 
grow better on the black soil than on the red soil. The 
red soil is particularly suitable for wheat. 

750. Generally speaking, the black soil country would be 
known as the watercourse country !—Yes. 

751. What percentage of land would be watercourse 
country between Wamboyne and Condobolin?!—From 
Wamboyne to within a mile of Bogandillon swamp would 
be agricultural land. ‘Then when you go further towards 
Condobolin you would not find much more than one-third 
would be red soil country. The balance of it would ke 
black soil. 

752, Compare a similar area from Wamboyne towards 
Bogan Gate ?—From Wamboyne t2 Warroo it is black soil 
country. You could take it across toe the Goobang Creek, 
and for at least 1 mile on the northern side of the 
Goobang Creek would be black soil country. The balance 
of it would be mostly red. 

753. Have you found a great deal of stock go southward 
in time of drought —Not a great deal from Condobolin. 

754. So that, as a drought line, it could not be looked 
upon as a very great asset +—~When we have the stock 
coming from the north if comes into this district. That 
has been my experience for eighteen years. 

755. In that period how often have the stockowners had 
to shift their stock northwards. Three or four times, 

756. What do you think of this statement : 


How far north of the 33 miles of line which the Railway Commis- 

sioners favour the construction of is the flouded area situated 7— 
Roughly speaking, about 15 miles. You strike the flooded countiy 
about 9 miles from Condobolin. 
Is there a great extent of country which would have to be 
built up to enable a line to cross?—No. What people call 
flooded country is perhaps 6 inches or 1 foot of water. 
There has never been sufficient water to prevent me from 
going out. Almost at any time I can use a car, 

757. In this district what is a living area within 10 or 
12 miles of a railway !—On good agricultural land you could 
make a living on 600 acres. Generally it would be neces- 
sary to have 2,000 acres. 
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758. What are the river flats used for ?—They could be 
irrigated. It is good carrying country, and does not suffer 
from drought conditions. 

759. Is it irrigated or used for lucerne to any extent at 
present !—Not to any great extent. 

760. If the line was extended beyond Wamboyne the 
evidence seems to indicate that there is a greater area of 
agricultural land towards Bogan Gate ?—The area of agri- 
cultural land towards Bogan Gate is very slightly more 
than to Condobolin, though the distance is much greater. 
If the line were taken from Wamboyne to Condobolin, and 
it went a little more to the west from Euglo than is proposed, 
all the waterways and creeks would be escaped, except the 
Wallaroi, until you got to the river. 

761. Where is the principal market ?—Sydney. 

762, Seeing that the market is Sydney, would it not be 
unwise to deflect the line from Ungarie towards Condobolin 
which would be bearing slightly westward !— Our object 
would be to get a connection between Condobolin and 
Melbourne as direct as we could, and ultimately north to 
Brisbane. In addition to the produce that could be grown 
here there is produce and fruit grown in the irrigation area 
south. They could have another market in Brisbane with 
direct railway communication. When the Broken Hill line 
is opened up people who have not grown lucerne on the 
river will find it pays to grow fodder for the people out west, 

763. You consider Melbourne is likely to prove an alter- 
native market!—Yes ; from Brisbane to Melbourne the 
distance would be reduced by about 300 miles, 


William Arthur Stenhouse, mechanical engineer, Weir- 
street, Condobolin, sworn, and examined :— 

764. Mr. Travers.| You are engineer to the Condobolin 
Municipal Council ?—Yes, I have held that position since 
the inception of the waterworks, twenty-five years ago. 
The waterworks have never failed. There has always been 
an ample supply of water. There has generally been an 
overflow. Thesupply is lower than it has been since 1901. 

765, Is any water used in the district for irrigation 
purposes !— Yes, for both the Chinamen’s gardens. Above 
the catchment area Mr. Reid and Mr. Brady had been 
using the water for irrigation, The Chinamen grow fruit 
and vegetables. 

766, Is lucerne grown ?—Not close to the town, but 
farther away, it is. I understand irrigation is carried on 
at Derriwong. 

767. Is there sufficient water for railway purposes ?— 
Yes. Jn about two droughts we supplied Bogan Gate and 
other places with water. The quality of the water is good. 

768. Do the Railway Commissioners take water from 
you direct?—Yes, They take between 2,000,000 and 
3,000,000 gallons a year, for which they pay us 2s. per 
1,000 gallons. 

769. What is the average quantity of water consumed 
in the town?—In the summer-time 151,000 gallons daily, 
and in the winter time, about 130,000 gallons. 

770. What is the depth of the water at the weir ?— 
Where the suction pipe is, about 8 feet, and further away, 
20 feet. It is backed up at present about 3} to 4 miles. 

‘71, Have you received further applications for the use 
cf water for irrigation purposes 1—No. 

772, Have you had to restrict the supply ?—No. 
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Herbert Harvey Thompson, stock and station agent, 
Bathurst-street, sworn, and examined :— 


773. Mr, Mahony.| How long have you been in Condo- 
bolin ?—-I have been in business two years and nine months. 
T have been on ithe land in Condobolin and district since 
1913, managing properties. [ favour the construction of 
a line from Wyalong to Wamboyne, and the extension of 
it later on to Condobolin. If the line were taken to Bogan 
Gate, it would hug the lake, and go between it and the 
Bogandillon swamp ; whereas, if it' made a detour to the 
west of Wamboyne, it would go through Euglo and red 
country to within a few miles of Condobolin. From Wam- 
boyne to Bogan Gate, in the vicinity of the river, you will 
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have, if anything, heaver country than from here to Con 
dobolin. ‘here will be equal engineering difficulties to 
meet, and there will be quite as many creeks to cross. The 
country for the first 9 or 10 miles from Condobolin is often 
spoken of as flooded country. It is intersected with some 
low-lying land. The bulk of it is light black soil. Seventy- 
five to 80 per cent. of it is fit for wheat growing. The 
country immediately south of Condobolin could be cut up 
into blocks of 1,500 or 2,000 acres, suitable for closer 
settlement, because each block would have a fair area of 
wheat land and a reasonable quantity of sound grazing 
country. 

774. What would be a fair distance for a farmer to cart 
wheat ?—Not more than 10 to 12 miles. 

775. Does the Parkes-Condobolin line fairly serve a 
farmer within 12 miles of it ?—Yes. : 

776. The same thing would apply at the Wamboyne 
end ?— Yes. 

777. That would leave avery small portion of the country 
unserved !—That is, looking at it from a purely local point 
of view. — 

778. Are there any large estates south of Condobolin ?— 
Three which come within the municipal boundary. The 
area of Borambil is 100,600 acres ; Merwee, 30,000; and 
Gulgo, 45,000 aeres. 

779. Have the owners of those large estates any inten- 
tion of cutting them up for closer settlement ?—Gulgo has 
been offered. At the time it was not successful, Borambil 
has not been offered as far as T know, 

780. What do you think of the suggested line from 
Ungarie to Condobolin !—If there was a reasonable chance 
of getting the line through from Nyngan to Narrandera it 
would be a very good proposition ; but from a merely local 
point of view the line from Wamboyne to Condobolin would 
open up more wheat land. J am inclined to look at the 
question from more than a local point of view. The grazing 
country to the north and north-west has to be considered. 
In times of drought stock would have to go round by 
Stockinbingal, whereas it would be shorter to send them to 
Wyalong to get in touch with the southern system. I had 
to send stock to the Cooma district in the last drought. I 
had to truck them to Lake Cargellico. 

781. Does that happen often?—That happened in 1918, 
and there is every prospect of it happening again if we do 
not get a line in the near future. When the line to Broken 
Hill is completed, IT assume there will be an express service 
from Sydney to Broken Hill, which looks as if it would cut 
off something like 400 miles in the journey between Sydney 
and Adelaide, Condobolin would be an important depét, as 
an abundant supply of water would be available there at 
all times. I think the constructional difficulties would be 
greater at Bogan Gate than at Condobolin. The country 
is practically level. It is good agricultural country, Jam 
not prepared to admit that heavy country is not suitable 
for wheat-growing, because wheat has been grown on it in 
various parts of the State. _ A great deal of stock has been 
shifted from the west, and if they were being sent south 
they should be sent from here. 

782. To continue the line from the 33-nile terminal 
point to Condobolin would cost about £160,000 ; on the 
top cf that there would be the cost of bridges and viaducts ; 
—would not that be an expensive proposition ?— Looked at 
from that standpoint only. That would be counterbalanced 
if the opening up of the north-west and bringing it into 
touch with the southern markets was considered. 

783. Would not stopping at the 33-mile point serve the 
settlers within that area!—No; there would still be a 
section not served. 


Patrick Joseph Mooney, farmer and grazier, Avondale, 19 
miles from Condobolin, sworn, and examined :— 

781. Mr. Burke.| Are you in favour of the suggested 
route from Wyalong to Condobolin ’—Yes. 

785. What is a fair distance to cart wheat?— Not more 
than 12 miles. The northern boundary of my property is 
16 miles from Condobolin in a direct line. The southern 
boundary is 24 to 25 miles from Condobolin. I have 
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12,000 acres in my own name. My wife has about 2,000 
acres. It is mostly used for grazing. I have had about 
130 acres under wheat. At present I have 300 odd acres 
cleared. ‘The wheat is on the eastern boundary. It would 
be about 2 to 3 miles from the route of the proposed line 
from Wyalong to Condobolin via Wamboyne. 

786. If the line terminated at Wamboyne, what distance 
would that area be from the line?—About 16 miles. 

787. Would you be prepared to subdivide your holding 
in the event of the railway being continued through from 
Wamboyne to Condobolin?—Yes. I would be prepared to 
go in more for wheat growing. 

738. What is a living area in that part of the country !— 
Not less than 2,000 acres. 

789. What do you think of the proposal to go from 
Wamboyne to Bogan Gate 1—I think it is a ridiculous pro- 
posal. I know the land on both routes. When you deviate 
in an easterly direction from the proposed terminus you get 
out of the farming land. 

790, You think the best possible route is from Wyalong 
to Condobolin ?—I do. 

791. What do you think of the proposal to take off at 
Ungarie and go to Condobolin !—~It would be a fair line. 

792, What is the carrying capacity of your land ?—2} to 
3 acres to the sheep. I am president of the Euglo Railway 
League, which was unanimously in favour of the line from 
Wyalong. _ Whichever way the line came my property 
would be situated between the two. 


Joseph Lewis Laneyre, stock and station agent, Condobo- 
lin, sworn, and examined :— 


793. Mr. Cameron.| How long have you been in this 
district ?—Seven and a half years ; and in Forbes and the 
surrounding district, all my life. 

724. How far from the Lake would you suggest the 
proposed line should go?—10 or 12 miles from the edge of 
Lake Cowal. I would recommend that the line be con- 
structed to Condobolin. 

795. Is it good wheat country?—Up to 15 miles it is 
rel country. Then you come on to two different classes of 
soil; one is what is termed black-river soil and the other 
myall country ; some call it black soil. A little farther 
out you get cn to Yarran, or chocolate soil. 

796, Have you had experience in growing wheat !—Yes, 
I have been farming practically all my life. 

797. Is any wheat grown successfully on the black 
soil !—Yes. 

798. Have you seen lucerne grown?—Yes, along the 
river. But the growing of lucerne has been sadly 
neglected, 

799. Would it be possible to pump the water ?—Yes, I 
am interested in a lucerne place at Forbes, where my brother 
has two plants which pay. Properly looked after, six or 
seven cuts ceuld be obtained from it. The further up the 
river you go the better theland. Along some of the creeks 
the land is ideal for lucerne. 

800. What do you think of the suggestion to link up 
with Nyngan ?!—1t is a good idea, but the construction of 
that line is not yet in sight. 

S01. Is there a demand in the Western district for a 
railway !—Yes, judging by the number of sheep which pass 
through here from there; and if the line were built they 
would go to Riverina and Gundagai. 

802. What distance would the suggested route he from 
the Stockiubingal line?—60 miles. The justification for 
that is that the stock shifted is away to the west. The 
stock from the Darling could come throngh this way. 
wore fat sheep have gone from Condobolin during the past 
twelve months than from any other district in the State. 
Practically all those sheep are cut off unless they do the big 
round for the southerh market In hot weather if you have 
to drive sheep, especially lambs, it will take 2s, a head off 
them. You would lose more with suckers. 

803. What proportion of good wheat land would there 
be within a radius of 12 miles of the proposed line up to 


the flooded area ?—Half, Used for mixed farming would 
make the land more valuable. All the low-lying land is 
good trefoil country. 

804. How far from the Lachlan does the flooded area 
extend ?—During seven and a half years I could always get 
through with a car. It would only be necessary to build 
viaducts over the watercourses. 


Thomas Newman, coachbuilder, Condobolin, sworn, and 
examined :—— 


805. Mr. Doe.| How long have you been in this district ? 
—Forty-three years. 

806. Have you had any experience in agriculture /—Not 
a great deal. I know something of the country from 
Wyalong. I came through Euglo and Bena to Condobolin, 
It seemed to be good agricultural country. I favour the 
line starting from Wyalong right to Condobolin, because 
it would be better country for agriculture. I know the 
country between the Lachlan River and Yarrabandai. It 
is very much flooded. The country is about the same 
between Bogan Gate and the Lachlan. 

807. What has been the frequency and intensity of the 
floods on the south side of the Lachlan!—I have seen four 
good floods. In some instances the water would go out 1} 
miles from the banks of the river in a good flood. The 
water would not be deep—about 1 foot to 18 inches. The 
country is flat, there would not be a strong current, and it 
would not interfere with railway embankments. 

808. What about the creeks out from the river banks? 
—With the exception of Wallaroi, the creeks could be 
avoided, 

809. Would the proposed line be useful for the pastor- 
alists between Condobolin and the Darling for the agist- 
ment of sheep?—Yes. It would enable the sheep to get 
into colder country quicker. Now they have to go round 
by Blayney and Stockinbiogal, which is a much longer 
route. ; 

810. Do the large holdings to the south detrimentally 
affect Condobolin ?—It would be an advantage if those 
holdings were opened up. . A lot of good wheat and is 
locked up. 


Michacl John Condon, newspaper proprietor, Condobolin, 
sworn, and examined :— 


811. Mr. Drummond.| Can you supply the Committee 
with any additional information with regard to the pro- 
posals now before it/—With regard to floods I have 
official information from Mr. Wade which would lead one 
to. believe that higher up the river the floods have more 
influence. ‘The difference between the height of the flood- 
water at Cowra and Forbes is generally 18 feet, between 
Forbes and Condobolin 8 feet, and between Condobolin 
and Euabalong, a similar distance to that between Forbes 
and Condobolin, 18 inches, showing that the higher up the 
river you go the more the water extends. I do not think 
the floods would affect the construction of the railway. 

8!2. You consider the country would be more likely to 
be flooded in the vicinity of Bogan Gate than near Con- 
dobolin ¢— Undoubtedly. - 

813. Would a greater area of land be subject to flood 
near Bogan Gate considering that the land is higher there, 
than at Condobolin !—Very much more, because the banks 
of the river are not higher and there is not a greater per- 
centage of high land. 

814. Do you consider there is a greater percentage of 
high land between Wamboyne and Condobolin than between — 
Wamboyne and Bogan Gate ?—Yes. The ultimate object 
should be to link up with Nyngan and Cunnamulla, in *— 
Queensland, It should be considered from a national 
standpoint. In the great drought a few years ago there 
was any amount of fat stock in Queensland which could 
not be got to the Sydney markets without great cost. A’ 
railway right through would be of great benefit in getting 
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stock through from Queensland to New South Wales and 
into Victoria if required. Linking up with Broken Hill 
should be regarded as part of the most important trans- 
Australian line as there would only be about 230 miles to 
link up with Port Augusta. The more cross sections there 
are in the back country the better. I favour this line as a 
first step in the linking up of the southern system with 
the trans-Australian system. 

815. Would not your remarks apply also to the connection 
of the line with Bogan Gate !—I think you come more into 
the great stock country here. 

816. How long has wheat been grown in this district — 
It is quite new. I have been here only twelve years and it 
is extending every year. The average yield during the past 
ten years has been about 5 bags per acre. The rainfall is 
17°18 inches. 


West Wyalong to Wamboyne and Condobolin. It serves 


I advocate the extension of the line from. 


more settlers. Most of the wheat farming is between 
Wyalong and Wamboyne, and the greater part would be 
about Euglo. 

117. Therefore if the line terminates in the vicinity of 
Wamboyne, it would really serve the wheat growing 
district?—Only so far as taking the wheat to Sydney. 
There are other considerations. If farmers could go into a 
place where there was a mill operating they could do their 
business there instead of going to a dead-end, 

818. If the terminus is at Wamboyne, may not a business 
centre spring up there ?—It would be very small. 

819. Your principal reason for advocating the extension 
of the line from Wamboyne to Conodobolin would be on 
the ground of the transit of stock in drought time #—And 
another would be affording additional convenience to the 
settlers on the land, 

820. Is there a flour mill in Condobolin /—Yes, 


THURSDAY, 22 MARCH, .1923. 


[The Committee met in the Bogan Gate Hotel, Bogan Gate. ] 


Present :-— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicuarL Burke, Esq. 
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WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin. 


Patrick Francis Darcy, farmer, 12 miles south of Bogan 
Gate, sworn, and examined :— 


821. Chairman.| Have youa statement to make with 
regard to the construction of the railway from Wyalong to 
Wamboyne in the direction of Bogan Gate 1—Yes. 


As organising secretary of the Bogan Gate-Wyalong Railway 
League, I have the honour to submit the following facts which will 
be borne out by witnesses in support of the proposed line, also an 
authentic plan of the districts to be served. We understand that 
the Railway Commissioners have approved of a section of 33 miles 
of new line from West Wyalong to a point near Wamboyne. We 
propose to show that the extention of the line to Bogan Gate 
crossing the Lachlan River in the vicinity of Bedgerabong is a 
sound proposition. The distance is about 75 miles. That the 
country to be served is uniformly fertile and suitable for wheat, 
lucerne, and grazing is a fact so well known as scarcely to call for 
comment. Wheat has been grown at Bedgerabong for over fifty 
years and the only reason that centre is not now amongst the largest 
wheat-producing areas in the State is the want of railway facilities. 
Evidence will be given of one paddock near Bedgerabong where, 
with one exception, wheat has been grown without fertiliser and 
without fallow for forty-eight consecutive years, and last year it 
produced one of the show crops of the whole Forbes district. That 
farm is 21 miles from the nearest railway. The cost of haulage 
thereto is about 9d. per bushel, Mr. Dwyer’s tabulated statement, 
taken from the last twenty-four years’ records, shows that the 
average value of wheat during that period has been 8s. 94d. per 
bushel ; 9d. equals one-fifth of the value. Of course, the fact is 
that these long distance wheat-growers do not, asa rule, actually 
pay the ls. 3d. per ton per mile for haulage, for the simple reason 
that they cannot afford it. Instead, they employ their own farm 
teams for the work, thus hampering and hindering their legitimate 
farm work, and reducing enormously their annual yields. Through- 
out the whole length of the proposed line, and within a radius of 
about 12 miles, practically the only country which is unsuitable for 
wheat-growing is the rich river flats which are more adapted for 
lucerne. Mr. Thomas will submit figures showing the result from 
irrigated land, and Mr. McColl will be able to show that under test 
conditions on Jemalong Estate seventy-five sheep per acre were fed 
for three months on irrigated lucerne. Mr. R. HE. Rawlings, who 
gave evidence before your Committee in 1913 and who is unavoid- 
ably absent from the State to-day, has written to say that: ‘The 
Bedgerabong district possesses some of the richest land in the Forbes 
district. Between the Billabong Creek and the river anything can 
be grown. North of that it is good wheat land. I have 1,000 acres 
cleared for the plough, but have to pay as high as 28s. per ton for 
cartage to Forbes; Yarrabandai being cut off by water, and it is 
about 18 miles away, so it pays me better to grow wool and fat 
: lambs. Iam growing lucerne too. The line to Wamboyne would 
open up enormous areas for wheat on Jemalong, Warroo, and Cadow. 
It is the only possible line in sight that would do 60. You have my 
whole-hearted support in the movement.” I particularly wish to 


invite attention to the fact that the strip of country to be served by 
this line is tried and proved country. As already mentioned, the 
central portion of it, around Bedgerabong has been occupied and 
used for more than half a century. It is twenty-five years since 
the settlers around Gunning Gap first took up residence. With 
untiring energy and unshakeable confidence they have grappled 
one by one with the obstacles that beset the path of the pioneers, 
and they have overcome them all with this one exception—the 
want of railway communication. It is safe to say that with 
this obstacle removed, and energy thus set free to concentrate 
on wheat and lucerne growing, the small farmers will be able to 
double and even treble their present output, whilst the larger 
holdings will, we assume, soon be brought to their natural and 
proper use, A glance at the map, which is herewith tendered, and 
perusal of the figures, which will be supplied by witnesses, will show 
that the settlement already existent along the proposed route war- 
rants the construction of a line, and the new business which such 
line must inevitably create would soon make it one of the most 
payable in the State. Without claiming expert engineering know- 
ledge, we submit there can be no serious difficulty in this respect. 
The country is practically all dead flat, There is not a hill, nor is 
there need for a cutting along the whole route. Certainly, the 
river would have to be bridged, and some small culverts put in to 
release flood waters, but on the route set out on the plan these 
would be few and short. It follows high ground all the way, as 
witnesses with the knowledge ofa lifetime experience will testify. An- 
other aspect of the matter we would commend to your attention is the’ 
fact that by linking up with the Sydney line at Bogan Gate a much 
shorter ard more direct communication with Sydney would be 
provided for the settlers out towards Wyalong. It would give the 
Bedgerabong people an advantage of 87 miles as compared with the 
existing Wyalong-Temora line. Again, Bogan Gate being the 
junction of the Tottenham-Parkes line, this proposed line would 
provide direct communication between the back country out 
towards Nyngan, Cobar, Narromine, Dubbo, &c., and the Murrum- 
bidgee country, an inestimable boon to stock-owners in times of 
drought. Mr. D. T. Herbert will furnish facts concerning this 
matter. Furthermore, asa means of eombating the difficulties of 
water shortage in the north and west, this line would save the 
Railways Department a tremendous loss. At the present time, as 
in every drought time, water trains pass through Bogan Gate daily 
to supply the back country. It has to be brought from Parkes, 
Forbes, and Condobolin. In the matter of natural water supply for 
domestic and stock purposes, so vitally important in the farming 
industry, this region is peculiarly favoured. Beginning at a point 
10 miles from Bogan Gate, on the proposed route, and following its 
course across the river for a distance of about 30 miles, an abundant 
and never-failing supply of fresh water is obtainable at depths 
ranging from 20 to 60 feet. Thus it will be seen that taking a 
radius of 10 miles on this mid-section there is an area of about 
384,000 acres of first-class land, which is supplied with abundant 
natural water, and which needs only a railway to make it, if not the 


best, one of the best settlements in New South Wales. 


. 
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822. The map you furnish shows a zone on the western 
side of 12 miles, except where it takes off at Bogan Gate ; 
and a zone on the eastern side which is practicaliy half 
way between the proposed line and the Forbes—Stockin- 
bingal line 1!— Yes. 

823. Are all the holdings marked on the map suitable 
for wheat agriculture /—On the north side of the river, the 
holdings are all small and used mainly for wheat-growing. 
On the river about Bedgerabong there is a greater number 
of small holdings on which lucerne is grown. On the 
south side, going towards Warroo, there are huge pastoral 
holdings ali suitable for growing wheat. 

824. What are the names and area of the three largest 
blocks on the south side of the river ?—Warroo, 70,000 
acres ; Jemalong, 50,000 acres ; and Cadow, 60,900 acres, 

825, Near the place where you suggest crossing to go to 
Bogan Gate, is there any considerable area on either or 
both sides of the river of heavy country which is unsuitable 
for wheat-growing?—No. But extending for probably 
2 miles on either side of the river are rich black soil flats 
which are more adapted for lucerne. 

826. Where do the people immediately to the north of 
the river truck their wheat?—There are people west of 
Bedgerabong who truck wheat at Bogan Gate, a distance 
of 24 miles. 

827. Are they shut off from the Forbes line by a range 
of hills!—No; the range does not prevent anyone from 
going to Forbes. 

828. Do not landholders at the extreme eastern end 
shown on the coloured portion of the map send their stuif 
t» Forbes 1— Yes. 

829. With the construction of the proposed line, would 
those landholders truck all their stuff at Bogan Gate ?— 
{ do not think so. People close to the roads which inter- 
sect the ridge would probably go to the proposed line ; bat 
a few further away would still go to Forbes. 

830. Mr. Travers.| You stated: ‘Evidence will be given 
of one paddock near Bedgerabong, where, with one excep- 
tion, wheat has been grown without fertiliser and without 
fallow for forty eight consecutive years, and last year it 
produced one of the show crops of the whole Forbes 
district.” What was the result !— It was cut for hay. 

831. Is there much lucerne grown in the district 1—Yes, 
along the river frontages, some with, but most without 
irrigation. 

832, Taking the country which you have marked on the 
map, dividing the distance between the proposed line and 
the Forbes-Stockinbingal line, by taking a 10 miles radius 
on each side, what proportion of that country would be 
suitable for agriculture’—With the exception of the 
Gunning range, which is a narrow hill about a mile from 
foot to foot, it is all wheat-growing land. 

833. Would you say that 80 per cent. of the area which 
would be served by the proposed line is suitable for agricul- 
ture?!—-I have known the country well for twenty-three 
years, and [ do not know an acre which is not suitable, 
with the exception of the portion I have mentioned. 

S83£ What would be the average size of the small 
holdings on the eastern side of the line?—The original 
homestead selections taken up there were about 840 acres, 
wnd additional areas helped to make up thé average holding 
there to about 1,280 acres. 

839. And on the other side?—With the exception of 
Mv. Herbert’s Carraboblin and Leura blocks, they are 
1,280 acres, 

836. What is the size of Mr. Herboert’s 
16,842 acres, 

837. Would that be all similar land 2— Yes, 

8338. What proportion of the 1,280-acre blocks on both 
sides is under wheat cultivation ?-— About two thirds. 

839. Given railway facilities within the 10 miles radius 
outlined on the map what would be a fair living area with 
mixed farming !—Not less than 1,000 acres. 

840. You said: “A glance at the map which is here- 
with tendered and a perusal of the figures which will be 
supplied by witnesses will show that the settlement already 
existing along the proposed route warrants the construction 
of the line, and the new business which such line must 


property ?— 


inevitably create would soon make it one of the most pay- 
able in the State.” Do you mean by new business if the 
line were constructed that a great deal more country would 
be put under agriculture than is the case to-day ?—Yes ; 
but more particularly IT mean that wheat-growers cannot 
afford to pay what is demanded to cart their wheat, and 
are obliged to cart it themselves, instead of employing 
their time in their legitimate occupation of fallowing and 
working the ground, 

841. According to your figures, the line from Wyalong 
vid Wamboyne to Bogan Gate would be 12 miles longer 
than the line from Wyalong vid Wamboyne to Condobolin. 
That would represent an extra expenditure of about 
£57,000. Do you consider that expenditure would be 
justified !—It would be more than justified. A big stretch 
of territory for 10 or 12 miles on the Wamboyne side of 
Condobolin would never be suitable for closer settlement. 
It is a crab-holey plain, and there are some rough ridges 
there. The line through that country would cover dead 
territory, and the Bedgeribong people would still be cut 
off from railway communication. The line we propose 
from Wamboyne to Bogan Gate would provide more direct 
communication to Sydney. 

842. Apart altogether from the longer distance, would 
you get better country, mile for mile, from Wamboyne to 
Bogan Gate, than from Wamboyne to Condobolin ?— 
Immensely better, 

543. Would there be any engineering difficulty on the 
route from Wamboyne to Bogan Gate, which would be 
absent from Wamboyne to Condobolin ?—There is the river 
to cross, and floods occur at times. The route we put 
forward avoids the flooded country, with the exception of 
small stretches. It is possible to get across that country 
without having to cross any deep-flooded areas. ‘The river 
does go out, and irrigates in a very natural manner a great 
deal of the country, but the current is not strong, and the 
wire-netting fences stand against it, with very few 
exceptions. 

844. Are there many creeks which would require 
bridging ?’—Only one—the Goobang. The water is pro- 
bably 5 or 6 feet deep there in the big floods. 

845. The flooded country between Wamboyne and 
Bogan Gate would not present any insuperable difficulties 
in the way of railway construction ?—No. 

846. Have any estates in the district within the influence 
of the proposed line, been recently cut up?—Mr. D. T. Her- 
bert recently cut up Myall Park estate of 9,000 acres into 
blocks of 640 acres. 

847. Mr. Mahony.) From Wamboyne why do you make 
a detour so far east!—-To get a level-crossing. It goes to 
the south-east of Manna Mountain. 

848. Are there any engineering difficulties there ?—No, 
it is perfectly flat country to the river bank. It is 5 or 
6 miles from the proposed ‘crossing to the range of hills. 

849. Would the people on the other side of the hills use 
the proposed line?— Yes. 

850. Is the land from Wamboyne towards Waroo good 
agricultural country ?—Yes. 

S51. Mr, Doe.| Is there any reason why the line should 
dot run more directly from Manna Mountain to Bogan 
Gate than you have shown !—By taking a more direct route 
from Manna Mountain to Bogan Gate we would cross 
country which would eventually come under closer settle 
ment; but we propose to take it to where the people are 
and have been for twenty-five to fifty years. 

852. Has not the suggested line been carried more easterly 
than it should have been !—The people living on the westerly 
parts of the river agreed that the line suggested would be 
more suitable for them, It is 21 miles from Bedgerabong 
to Forbes, 

£53. Is manure generally used by the farmers in this 
district 7—There is a tendency to use it. It is recognised 
fallow is necessary in order to grow wheat successfully, 

854, Mr. Drummond.| What is your opinion of the 


statement made that a large area of land known as the . 


Cadow Swamp is subject to inundation, and would hamper 
railway construction /—It would be difficult to build a line 


over a large portion of Cadow, but the route we propose. 


avoids this completely. 
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855, How far is Gunning Gap from the railway ?—15 
- miles from Bogan Gate. 

856. Are the settlers there carrying on wheat-farming ? 
—Yes ; but not exclusively. 

857. Have the settlers in Gunning Gap been growing 
wheat for twenty-five years?—Yes; they have carried on 
wheat farming. 

858. The land in the vicinity of Wamboyne appears to 
be the best land on the route ;—how would the land along 
that route compare with the area you spoke of !—If there 
is any difference it is still better. 1m my opinion there is 
no better land in New South Wales. 


William John Dwyer, farmer and grazier, Daisy Park, 
11 miles from Bogan Gate, sworn, and examined :— 


859. Mr, Burke.| Have you a statement to make ?—Yes ; 
it is as follows :— 


Record of Wheat grown by W. J. Dwyer, of Daisy Park, Bogan 
Gate, from 1898 to 1923. 


Season 1898—S0 acres of wheat, yielding 620 bushels, price 2s. 4d. 
per bushel ; 10 acres of hay, yielding 4 tons, price £3 per ton. 

Season 1899—114 acres of wheat, yielding 560 bushels, price 2s. 
per bushel; 16 acres of hay, yielding 6 tons, price £3 per ton. 

Season 1930 —110 acres of wheat, yielding 1,600 bushels, price 2s. 
per bushel ; 20 acres of hay, yielding 20 tons, price £2 per ton. 

_ Season 1901—113 acres of wheat, yielding 848 bushels, price 2s. 6d. 
per bushel ; 17 acres of hay, yielding 12 tons, price £3 per ton. 

Season 1903—145 acres of wheat, yielding 3,192 bushels, price 
33. 11}d. per bushel ; 21 acres of hay, yielding 25 tons, price £2 per 
ton. 

Season 1904—170 acres of wheat, yielding 1,760 bushels, price 3s. 
per bushel ; 30 acres of hay, yielding 15 tons, price £2 1(s. per ton, 

Season 1905—12) acres of wheat, yielding 1,100 bushels, price 3s. 
per bushel ; 13 acres of hay, yielding 30 tons, price £2 10s. per ton. 

Season 1906—160 acres of wheat, yielding 2,680 bushels, price 3s. 
per bushel ; 15 acres of hay, yielding 15 tons, price £2 10s. per ton. 

Season 1907—130 acres of wheat, yielding 504 bushels, price 2s. 7d. 
and 2s. 9d. per bushel ; 18 acres of hay, yielding 9 tons, price £4 
per ton. 

Season 1908—140 acres of wheat, yielding 880 bushels, price 33. 6d. 
per bushel ; 60 acres of hay, yielding 25 tons, price £3 per ton. 

Season 1909—207 acres of wheat, yielding 2,829 bushels, price 
3s. 74d. and 4s. per bushel ; 50 acres of hay, yielding 50 tons, price 
£3 per ton. Three-bushel corn sack introduced ; farmers pleased. 

Season 1910—389 acres of wheat, yielding 2,985 bushels, price 
3s 3d. per bushel; 62 acres of hay, yielding 30 tons, price £3 15s, 
per ton. 

Season 1911—417 acres of wheat, yielding 3,393 bushels, price 
33. 44d. per bushel ; 73 acres of hay, yielding 50 tons, price £3 per 
ton, 

Season 1912—450 acres of wheat, yielding 8,421 bushels, price 
33. 6d. per bushel ; 56 acres of hay, yielding 95 tons, price £2 10s. 
per ton. 

Season 1913—450 acres of wheat, yielding 4,290 bushels, price 
33. 44d, per bushel ; 21 acres of hay, yielding 25 tons, price £4 per 
to. 

Season 1914 —200 acres of wheat, yielding 600 bushels, price 5s. 
per bushel ; hay, none, drought season, fed off 55 acres. 

Season 1915—290 acres of wheat, yielding 2,328 bushels, price 
Pool paid 4s. 34d. to 5th March, 1923 ; 60 acres of hay, yielding 60 
tons, price £2 per ton. 

Season 1916 —45!) acres of wheat, yielding 3,930 bushels, price 
Pooi paid 3s. 1d. per bushel; 50 acres of hay, yielding 100 tons, 
price £1 10s. per ton. 

Season 1917—487 acres of wheat, yielding 6,125 bushels, Pool paid 
3s. 11$d. to 5th March, 1923; 40 acres of hay, yielding 49 tons, 
price £2 per ton. 

Season 1918—386 acres of wheat, yielding 2,201 bushels, price 
Pool paid 4s. 2d. per bushel to 5th March, 1923; 50 acres of hay, 
yielding 30 tons, price £2 per ton. 

Season 1919—460 acres of wheat, yielding 471 bushels, none 
pooled, used for stock ; 40 acres of hay, yielding 15 tons, price £10, 
£12, £14 per ton. 

Season 192)—368 acres of wheat, yielding 5,400 bushels, Pool paid 
7s. 6d. per bushel; 49 acres of hay, yielding 100 tons, price £1 las. 
per ton. 

Season 1921—-232 acres of wheat, yielding 3,107 bushels, Voluntary 
Pool paid 4s. 5d. per bushel; 45 acres of hay, yielding 90 tons, price 
£2 per ton, 

Season 1922—220 acres of wheat, yielding !,665 bushels, Voluntary 
Pool paid 33, per bashel ; 15 acres of hay, yielding 10 tons, price £6 
per ton. 

Total acreage 6,022 acres, yielding 60,889 bushels, the average 
per acre works out at 10 bushels and 6 lb, per acre for twenty-four 
years. 

Railway freight on 66,889 bushels at 431. per bushel amounts to 
£1,014 16s, 4d. 


Average price per bushel for twenty-four years, 3s, 


94d, 
bushel, i per 


Witnesses—P. F, Darcy and W. J. Dwyer, 22 March, 1923, 


The cartage from Daisy Park to Bogan Gate by team would also 
be in the vicinity of 4d. per bushel. ; 

Average rainfall for eleven years—1912 to 1922—18°05 inches. 

Average rainfall at Forbes for fourteen years—1898 to 1911— 
18 inches 32 points. 


Wheat grown by T. and J. Dwyer at Alverna, for three ycars, 


Season 1920—216 acres wheat, yielding 5,466 bushels, Pool paid 
7s. 6d. per bushel ; 12 acres of hay, yielding 24 tons, price £1 15s. 
per ton, 

Season 1921—216 acres wheat, yielding 4,710 bushels, Pool paid 
4s, 8d, per bushel ; 12 acres of hay, yielding 24 tons, price £2 per ton. 


Season 1922—269 acres of wheat, yieldiug 2,460 bushels, Pool 
paid 8s. per bushel, sold some at 5s. 44d. per bushel ; 30 acres of hay, 
yielding 30 tons, price £6 per ton. 

Tutal acreage 701 acres, yielding 12,636 bushels. 

The average per acre works out at 18 bushels and 1 lb. per acre. 

Freight on 12,636 bushels at 5d, per bushel is £263 5s. 


Record of Lambs bred and sold by W. J. Dwyer, Daisy Park, 
Bogan Gate. 


Prices, from 7s. to £1 16s. 6d., yielded a return of £3,154 10s. Sd., 
which works out at an average of £1 0s. 4d. per head extending 
over a period of fourteen years; number sold, 3,092. , 


Record of Sheep sold by W. J. Dwyer, Daisy Fark, Bogan Gate, 
Jrom Season of 1908 to 1922, 


1908-—-102 ewes at 6s. ; freight, £6 2s. 6d. 

1909—110 lambs at 7s. 2d. ; freight, £0 2s. 4d. 

1910—121 lambs at 7s. 9d. ; freight, £6 Os. 6d. 

1911—101 lambs at 8s. ; freight, £6 0s, 6d. 

1912—203 ewes at 6s. 

1913—170 sheep at 17s. 6d. ; freight, £12 1s. 

1914—155 lambs at 13s. 

1915—100 lambs at 20s. ; freight, £6 12s. 7d. 

1916—i80 lambs at 29s. 

1917—190 lambs at 28s, 6d. 

1918—200 lambs at 28s. 6d., 100 ewes at 30s., and 80 hoggets at 
36s. 

1919—110 lambs at 20s. 6d. (one truck), freight £8 4s. 1ld.; 121 
lambs at 15s. (one truck), freight £8 4s. lid. ; 320 hoggets at 26s, 
(three trucks), freight £24 14s. 9d. 

1920—95 lambs at 21s. (one truck), freight £10 lls. 8d. 

1921---102 sheep at 17s. (one truck), freight £10 11s. 8d. ; 330 
sheep at 17s. 6d. (three trucks), freight £31 15s. 7d, 

1922— 590 lambs at 20s. 6d. ; 161 lambs at 17s. 6d. ; 48 suckers at 
24s. 7d. (half truck), freight £5 6s. 1d. ; 250 aged ewes at 13s. 

From the above lots of sheep 18$ trucks were sent to Sydney; 
the freight on each truck £8; the balance of the sheep were sold 
locally. 

The railway freight on 184 trucks, at £8 per truck, amounted to 
£140. 


Record of Wool sold by W. J. Dwyer, Daisy Park, Bogan Gate, 
from 1905 to 1922. 


1905— 5 bales wool, fleece, at 93d. per tb. ; freight, £2. 


1906— 7 ,, at 9$d. per lb.; freight, 8s. per bale; freight, £2 16s, 
1907— 7 ,, fleece at 104d. per tb. ; freight, £2 13s. Id. 
1908— 9 ,, N Shai, ae Lovlssald. 
1909— 9 ,, 90 9d. ;, if £4 5s. 8d. 

LONO Seyi WOOL rat ay Coen Aig Les Os 
19lI== jee fleece atiSd. 3 9 On Ss Sul 
1912— 6 ,, “ od, A Ae £25158. od: 
1913-—6 ,, LOS aes, he £2 13s. 9d. 
1914— 5-,, ahd ideale 3 a OR 

161gse°7 3 Machida oe £2. 13a, 
1916108. nee URS ee £4 9s. ld. 
LOVE ” 1ifd, ” ” £5 lis. 

1918—13 ,, Aer seas, ae eT Ose Sd 
1919-16 ,, Fetmer hoses & os a £8 12s. 

1920—14 ,, Bs 7d. Fy 6 £7 2s. 4d. 
1921--38 ,, Wome Lads 2 5, “ £20 18s. 

1922—32 ,, - », 224d. and 16}d. per lb. ; freight, £17 12s. 


Railway freight on 209 bales of wool from Bogan Gate to Sydney, 
£105 lds. 6d. 


T have been living in the district for twenty-five years and 
have been growing wheat from the first season until now. 
It was green timber country, which does not give as good 
results as open country ; consequently my figures are not 
as good as my neighbours. Wheat grown alone does not 
pay. It is necessary to go in for mixed farming. I made 
a speciality of breeding lambs. With mixed farming a 
living could be made on 1,000 acres with railway communi- 
cation. I know the country on the east and west sides of 
our proposed route from Bogan Gate to the river, I 
favour the construction of the line from Wamboyne to 
Bogan Gate. My original holding was 809 acres. In 
1905 I got an additional area, making my holding up to 
1,250 acres, 
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Witnesses W. J. Dwyer, 22 March, and J. H. McColl, 23 March, 1923. 


860. Do you fallow and use artificial manure !— Yes. 
The land from Bogan Gate to the river is good country for 
agriculture. 


861. Have you seen any floods ?—Yes ; the water would 
extend sometimes 6 miles from the river. There would 
be ‘no deep water except in the watercourses. About 
6 feet would be the deepest portion on this side of the 
river, and it would be only 3 chains across. There would 
be perhaps three gullies in the 6 miles. 


862. What do you consider a fair distance to cart wheat 
to the railway /—11 miles. If people were brought nearer 
to a railway they would grow four times as much wheat as 
they do to-day. 


863. Mr. Drummond.| From the figures you have given 
you obtained a return of £1 18s. per acre per annum from 
wheat. Do you consider that a fair yield?—I certainly 
do not. You have to have mixed farming to make it 
pay. 

864. Did you fallow and use fertiliser /—After the first: 
eight or nine years. It gave a better return. My sons’ 
figures show a better return. ; 

865. Do you consider 1,280 acres a living area !—Yes. 
Jf well handled one could rear a family on that area, 
Every acre of my land is suitable for wheat-growing. 


866. What number of sheep do you-carry!—We can 
take up to 600 ewes. There are times when we could carry 
four or five sheep to the acre; at other times it would 
want that many acres to the sheep. 

867. Do you think it safer to go in for mixed farming 
than for grazing in this district 1—Certainly. , 

868. The whole of the stock you do not wish to sel 
locally you send to Sydney ?--Yes. I sold a lot of fat lambs 
locally. Some sheep are sent to the Forbes freezing works. 

869. Have you had to shift your stock away on account 
of drought !—Not sheep. I had to shift a few horses. 

870. Did you sell hay locally or did you use it for feed- 
ing stock 1—For feeding and putting in crops. I may 
have sold a few tons now and then to neighbours. I used 
it as a reserve for dry periods. 

871. From a stockman’s point of view what advantage 
do you expect to obtain if the Wyalong to Bogan Gate line — 
is constructed 1—If the line were constructed it would bea 
great help in shifting stock to relief country in drought 
time. Also 20 miles from Bogan Gate the line would touch 


on one of the best lucerne areas in the State, namely, 


Jemalong station. Many other properties around Bedgera- 
bong are suitable for growing lucerne. 

872. It has been stated that 600 acres of good wheat 
land would be sufficient ;—do you think that area too 
small /—Certainly. 


FRIDAY, 23 MARCH, 1928. 
[The Committee met in the School of Arts, Bedgerabong. | 


{resent ; — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarrmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicHaet Burks, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dos, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong 
towards Condobolin. 


James Hamilton McColl, general manager for N. A. 
Gadenby & Company, Jemalong, sworn, and exatained :— 


873. Chairman.| If the suggested line were constructed, 


what prospects are there of successful and extensive culture . 


of lucerne along the banks of the river !—It is now being 
successfully grown there. The land is suitable, and in 
ordinary seasons a great quantity of lucerne could be 
‘grown. At present the supply of water is limited. 

874. Taking a general average, what yield could be 
expected ?—Five tons to the acre. 

875. Assuming a considerable area was put under 
lucerne, where would you find a market?—In the back 
country generally for the feeding of sheep in drought time. 
We would always have the Sydney markets. 

876. Are the flats of such a nature that they would 
require expensive grading in order that they could be 
irrigated !—A. good deal of the river country would require 
grading ; but much of it would require very little. 

877. You have had some experience in the growing of 
lucerne on the Jemalong estate?—Yes. We had 245 acres 
under lucerne irrigated in 1922, from which we cut 1,001 
tons of pressed: lucerne and 100 tons of ensilage. The 
greater part of that lucerne is now in stock, but we are 
using it and sending it to various parts of New South 
Wales for feeding sheep. We sent away since the begin- 
ing of the year, 230 tons of lucerne. 

878. How far is the land on which you have grown that 
lucerne from the nearest siding or station ?—22 miles 
from the irrigation works, 

879. Do you find that a very heavy handicap in the 
disposal of your lucerne hay in ordinary times ?—A very 
heavy handicap. 

880. How far would you be from the proposed line if it 
crossed the river somewhere about Bedgerabong or 
Warroo !—Bedgerabong is close to the irrigation area. 
“Whatever distance the line would be from Bedgerabong, 
would be the distance the lucerne would have to be carted, 


881. If the line were constructed through either of the 
two points I mentioned, would you recommend your princi- 
pals to go in for an extension of lucerne growing for 
disposal outside the district?—No. I would recommend 
the land being sold for lucerne growing purposes. I would 
suggest toat it could be cut up into blocks of 100 acres 
each. Jifty acres under lucerne at 5 tons per acre 
would yield 250 tons. 

882. Have you any records to show the number of sheep 
fed per acre on lucerne ?!—A test was made at Jemalong 
under Government supervision. I think.it was Mr. Dun- 
nicliff, of the Agricultural Department, who supervised the 
feeding on 22 or 26 acres. Seventy-two sheep per acre 
were fed for four months in the summer time. When the 
four months were up after feeding those sheep, there was a 
reserve supply of 20 tons of lucerne on hand. 

883. Assuming the line were constructed as suggested 
by the Railway League, would it, by encouraging lucerne 
growing, afford the same assurance of safety to the mixed 
farmers in the district in times of drought ?—It most 
certainly would, because there would always be reserves of 
lucerne available in the district. 

884. Does the whole course of the banks of the river 
within the influence of the proposed line lend itself to 
lucerne growing !—Not the whole of it, but a large portion. 
There were six cuts of lucerne during the cutting period. 
The cost per acre to establish it was about £2 per acre, and 
the cost of stacking it after the establishment would be 
about £1 11s. 6d. per ton. Those figures are higher than 
they would be once the plant was established, because those 
figures are taken from the early stages when the plant was 
not as complete as now. For conserving ensilage the 
amount would be 10s. per ton. 

885. The whole of the irrigation which could be carried 
on would have to be done by pumping !—Practically the 
whole, There are small areas on the river where it could 
be grown without irrigation, . 
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Witnesses—.1. H, McColl, J. J. Sweeney, L. Thomas, J. H. Noakes, and T, E. Simmonds, 23 March, 1923. 


~ 886. What would you say would be the average lift 1—I 
cannot say, Our lift is rather more than ordinary ; it is 
25 ft. When we put in the weir which is now being built 
it will be about 20 ft. Among other places, we are sending 
Incerne to Condobolin, Cobar, Cooma, Lockhart, Tullamore, 
Tumut, and Sydney. The river flats up the river are 
richer than those below. There are just as good lands 
near Condobolin, or down the river, but the higher you go 
up the larger the areas there are of good lucerne lands. 

887. Is that the explanation why there is not much 
lucerne grown on the river near Condobolin ?—The black 
soil country is not as suitable for lucerne. The yellow box 
country is the best lucerne-growing land, and there is very 
little of it when you go down the river. 

888. You think the portion up the river is distinctly 
better than at Condobolin for that purpose !—I am quite 
sure of it. We have similar country up here to that down 
there, and we do not use it. We did use it, but have given 
it up for country of which there is very little near Condo- 
bolin—that is, yellow box country. 


John Joseph Sweeney, farmer and grazier, Wilbertroy, 
Forbes, sworn, and examined :-—— 


889, Mr. Doe.| Where is your holding ?—On the south 
side of the river, 3 miles from the proposed line, where I 
haye been for close on twenty years. 

890, What portion of your business do you make the 
most prominent !—Sheep, because of the distance from the 
railway, If the railway were brought nearer I would 
largely increase the area under wheat. I usually have 200 
to 250 acres under wheat, Last year I had 400. J have 
had on an average about 10 bushels to the acre. From a 
small area of about 100 acres the return was very much 
better. I hold 5,980 acres. I would farm 1,000 acres if 
the railway were constructed. 

891. What is a living area for a man within 10 to 12 
miles of a railway ?—1],500 acres. 

892, Are the large holdings in the district likely to be 
cut up if a railway is constructed !—Yes. Land in this 
district is worth £4 to £5 an acre. That would be grazing 
land which had been rung. J favour the route to Bogan 
Gate. I have a general knowledge of the country between 
Wamboyne and Condobolin and Wamboyne to Bogan 
Gate. With the exception of a small piece it is first-class 
farming and grazing land in the direction of Bogan Gate. 
Tt is good wheat land. Over a fair area water could be got 
by sinking about 50 feet as you get close to the river. 

893. Do you think it necessary to swing the line so far 
east at Bedgerabong ?—Yes. It might be put west 3 or 4 
miles. I think it would serve better country if the line 
were taken further west than Bedgerabong, but the route 
shown would be suitable. There would be no construc- 
tional difficulties if the line were taken to Bedgerabong. 
If you went 10 or 12 miles further west you would get into 
low country, but not if you went 5 or 6 miles further west 
than Bedgerabong. The carrying capacity of the land is a 
she»p to 1; acres, Probably 1,000 acres comes within the 
influence of flooded water ; the rest is all agricultural land. 

894. Between Wamboyne and Condobolin would there 
be more flooded country and creeks than between Wam- 
boyne and Boga Gate !—I do not think there would be 
much difference. 

895. In your experience has there been any serious 
floods that would interfere with railway communication 1—~ 
Not upon the country under review, ‘The flood-water is on 
flat country. 


Arthur Levi Thomas, farmer, Bedgerabong, sworn, and 
examined :— ° 


896. Mr. Cameron.| What area of land have you 1—19385 

acres. J use 60 acres for irrigated lucerne, which I use 
for fodder and lucerne seed. I have 100 acres of wheat. 
_ 897. What does it cost to irrigate for lucerne ?--Not 
including my own time 15s. per ton. I get about four 
cuts and a crop of seed. I get a ton to 25 cwt. per acre 
from each cut. I conserve the hay for my own use, 


_the Hunter. 


898. If you wish to sell it would there be a ready 
market ‘-—I would have to send it to an outside market. 

899. If lucerne-growing increased along the river, would 
there be a ready market in the west !—-In dry times. We 
could always send it to Sydney. The haulage to rail is 
prohibitive at present. 

900. With the railway the freight would still be high ?— 
Yes, but not so great as cartage to Forbes, which is =5s. 
per ton. The lucerne seed I have is first-class, for which I 
get 2s.alb. It is more profitable than hay. ; 

901. Would the greater part of the flooded country 
along the river bank be suitable for lucerne ?—Yes. 

902. Did you try it with irrigation !—Yes, and got along 
well. I have grown it equal to anything I have seen on 
The floods benefit the land. 

903. With a railway could lucerne be produced success- 
fully 7—It could be grown and grazed off with fat lambs 
and pigs. 

904. Settlement would be brought about by lucesne- 
growing ?— Yes, provided the land was available. 

905. What would be the price of river land if made 
available ?—£10 an acre unimproved. It is now good 
grazing land. It would only be lucerne land which would 
be worth £10 an acre. I am speaking of it without a 
railway. 


—— ———_— - __ +--+ 


John Hugh Noakes, farmer, Bedgerabong, sworn and 
examined ;— 


906. Mr, Mahony.| How long have you been here ?— 
Thirty-seven years. My holding is 922 acres. It is 
situated 44 miles north of Bedgerabong. I use it for 
agriculture and grazing, I use 170 acres for agriculture. 
I have been twenty-six years there, and the average yield 
for twenty years has been 8 or 9 bushels to the acre. 

907. Do you find it. difficult to cart your wheat toa 
railway!—-That is the greatest drawback, I generally cart 
to Forbes, 23 miles. I know this side of the Lachlan and 
the flooded area. From here out to about 34 to 4 miles 
would be within the influence of flood waters, There would 
be dry places in between. 

908. Would there be any difficulty in the way of con- 
structing a railway through that flooded country !—No. 
In places you would have to run on piles through the flooded 
area. The depth of the water would be about 18 inches 
on a flat surface. The flood water does not remain long. 
We do not get floods often enough. 

909. What does the grazing land carry !—One sheep to 
1} acres. 

910. What would be a fair living area ?—I have made a 
living on 922 acres. I would like to have more, The great 
drawback has been the absence of carting facilities. 

911. Are there any large estates between here and 
Bogan Gate?—No, Some people have been here fifty to 
sixty years and had to cart their wheat to Orange, 100 miles. 
Since the construction of the line they still have to cart 
20 or 30 miles. 

912. How far would you care to cart to a railway !—I 
would be satisfied to get within 6 or 7 miles of a railway. 


Thomas Edward Simmonds, farmer and grazier, Pretoria, 
Warroo, sworn, and examined :— 


913. Mr. Drwummond.| Where is your holding situated ? 
—On the Lachlan River, 30 miles from Forbes. I have 
9124 acres. The average area under wheat crop each year 
is 250 acres, with 40 acres of established lucerne. The 
sheep trucked to Homebush on an average each year number 
about 600. I have stacked at tie pres nt time 50 tons of 
wheaten hay, and 150 tons of lucerne hay. It has all been 
stacked since 1920, and grown without irrigation. I have 


_grown 13,830 bushels of wheat for the past seven seasons 


and carted it 17 miles to Yarrabundai aad 30 miles to 
Forbes, I have recently erected an irrigation plant the 
main purpose of which is to grow lucerne and wheat. 

914. Why do you not farm a larger area; is it because 
the land is not suitable?—I am too far from a railway. 
400 acres is suitable for wheat-farming. Lucerne would 
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W ttnesses —T. E. Simmonds, C. 8S. McPhillamy, J. F. Fowler, J. J. Constable, A. Tiedemann, and W. A, Robinson, 23 March, 1923. 


grow for three months of the year. My place is south-west 
from Bogan Gate. I favour the route from Bedgerabong 
to Bogan Gate. 

915. How far would you be from a railway if that line 
were constructed /—Seven or 8 miles. 

916. What is the living area in this district !—About 
1,500 acres. I am making a living on less than 1,000 acres. 


——— 


Charles Smith McPhillamy, grazier, Warroo, sworn, and 
examined :— 

917. Mr. Travers.! What is the area of your property ? 
— About 60,000 acres. It is on the south side of the river, 
which it fronts for about 6 miles. I came here in 1874. I 
am using my holding for grazing and share-farming. It is 
fully improved country. Its carrying capacity is one sheep 
to 2 acres. I carry 32,000 sheep at present. Ihave shorn 
as much as 70,000 sheep. 

918. What is your nearest trucking station ?—Yarra- 
bandai, 17 miles from my place. 

919. Do you goin for fat lamb raising?—I have not 
sent many fat lambs away, 

920. Are you growing lucerne on the river country ?—I 
have only a small portion under lucerne. My share- 
farmers have it now. 

921. Is your land fairly typical of the agricultural land 
in the districu!—No. It is nothing like as good as from 
here to Bogan Gate. 

922. Is 50 per cent. of your land suitable for wheat- 
growing !—No,. It is mostly a grazing proposition. 

923. Would you cut up your land if given railway 
facilities !—My land is now cut up among my children. If 
brought within 12 miles of the proposed line, from the 
point of view of grazing a man would want to shear 1,500 
sheep or he could not live. He could do some cropping in 
the meantime. He would want to have 3,000 acres for 
grazing. Men who have had that have got en; those who 
had not, sold out. 

924. Has your country been flooded ?—Yes, the flood 
goes right out to Lake Cowal. 

925, Does that cover much of your country /—About a 
quarter of it. 

926. When was the last flood ?—Seven years ago. 

927. How many floods have you known since you have 
been here ?—Ahout half-a-dozen. There is a lucerne patch 
in sight of this building which was grown without irriga- 
tion. It is equal to any patch I eversaw. It is cut every 
five weeks. 


John Francis Fowler, grazier, Yarranlea, Bedgerabong, 
sworn, and examined :— 
928. Mr Burke.) Where is your holding !—16 miles from 
the nearest point of the river, straight out near Lake 


Cowal. I have been there thirty-two years, JI am on the 
Wamboyne line. I hold 2,300 acres, which I use for 
grazing. Forbes would be my nearest railway. I am 


40 miles froma railway. I have been through the country 
from Wamboyne to Condobolin. IJ favour the Wamboyne 
to Bogan Gate line, which I think would be the best pay- 
ing proposition, because it would go through better country 
where there is a larger population. Ido not grow wheat. 

929. What is a fair distance to cart wheat !— 10 miles. 

930. Is your land suitable for wheat?—I have grown 
good crops on it. 

931, If the line were extended from Wamboyne to 
Bogan Gate, how much land would you put under wheat ? 
—Perhaps 200 acres. I know the country well, and I 
think the bigger population would be served by going to 
Bogan Gate. There is only the Manna Creek to cross, and 
IT have only seen that running twice in thirty-two years. I 
have seen the Lachlan go over its banks many times. 
Sometimes it goes to Lake Cowal. ‘The last time it ran in 
Nerang Cowal was in 1900. That water comes from the 
Lachlan and would extend from the river 4 mile to 4 miles, 
The water would be shallow. The country will carry three 
times as much after the flood goes away. 


932. If the line were diverted to Bogan Gate, would it 
be a good revenue-producing line?—I think so. I have 
always grown a lot of hay. With a good season I could 
grow as big crops of hay as could be produced on the river, 


John James Constable, farmer and grazier, Rosevale, 
Warroo, sworn, and examined :— 

935. Chairman.] Which of the two routes would you 
prefer, the one through Bedgerabong or that more to the 
west !/—The route through Bedgerabong. ‘The greater part 
of it is good agricultural country, and sound country for 
railway construction. I do not think there is much differ- 
ence in the two routes as far as flood waters are concerned. 
I know the country from Bedgerabong to Wamboyne. I 
favour the proposal outlined by the Railway League. 

934. Is there much settlement along that route !—Yes, 
right through. 


Albert Tiedemann, farmer and grazier, Meadowbank, 
Forbes, sworn, and examined.:— 


935. Chairman.| Have you any property along the 
proposed route?—I live at Warroo, right on the river. I 
have a 6-acre plot of lucerne, which was cut on the 
Ist March, 1923, and irrigated on 6th March. It grew 
2 feet 6 inches by 22nd March, or a little over 2 inches a 
day. It was only irrigated once during the period of growth. 
I sowed 3 of an acre with swede turnips on 12th January, 


1923. The ground was irrigated on 5th January and 
5th March. During that period, there were 108 points of 
rain. In 1912, I grew 5 acres of jam melons. There 


were about 100 tons of good jam melons, weighing up to 
40 pounds each. I wrote to an agent in Orange to sell 
them to the jam factories. The reply was that they would 
give me 15s. per ton on trucks at Forbes. The carriage to 
Forbes, 30 miles, was 25s. per ton, consequently, I Ict 
them rot in the paddock. On 25th July, 1915, I sowed 
8 acres of Fairbank wheat and 4 acres of Florence wheat, 
which yielded 110 bags. One portion, ~ of an acre, 
yielded 114 bags of f.a.q. wheat. I sowed 2 acres of 
barley, which yielded 42 bags. The total rainfall for 1915 
was 11% inches. During the growing period of this crop, 
the rainfall was only 294 points. I have about 400 tons 
of wheaten hay and lucerne hay stacked for sale. ‘he 
cutting, carting, and freight is too great to make a profit, 
and I have to wait for droughts. If I were close to a 
railway I could dispose of my produce. I have decided 
not to stack any more, but to put sheep on it. . The sheep 
can be driven to the trucks. On 5th January, 1923, I put 
420 sheep on 35 acres of lucerne. They were taken off on 
10th February and trucked to Sydney 13th February. 
They were fed on lucerne for five weeks and one day 
When sold they averaged £1 Os. 6d. On 8rd March I put 
340 sheep on the same 35 acres of lucerne. I will be 
trucking those sheep on 3rd April to the Sydney market. 


William Allan Robinson, farmer and grazier, near Bedgera- 


bong, sworn, and examined :— 


936. Chairman.] Where is your property situated !— 
About 4 miles from the western boundary of the proposed 
line at Bedgerabong. In conjunction with my brother I 
manage our estate of 2,060 acres. We are growing lucerne, 
rearing sheep, and doing a little wheat-farming. 

937. Do you agree generally with the evidence given with 
regard to the capacity of the country for lucerne-growing ? 
—Our experience has been without irrigation. We haye 
about 45 acres under lucerne. One part of our place is 
14 miles from Forbes, but at this end it is 17 miles from 
there. We have a lucerne patch at this end, but the 
biggest portion is at the Forbes end. At this end we 
always feed it off because the cartage is too far, This is 
the second year we have been growing lucerne. The fourth 
cut was ready, but we fed it off to fatten sheep upon. We 
have had about thirty sheep to the acre on it for about 
three weeks, but they have not made much impression on 
it yet. Without irrigation the first two crops grew very 
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Witnessea—W. A. Robinson, E. J. Smith, and J. Rogers, 23 March, and D. T. Herbert, 24 March, 1923. 


well. At present it is not growing very fast, but to the 
end of January it was growing almost as fast as most of 
the irrigated lucerne I have seen. 

938. If the line were constructed from Wyalong to 
Bedgerakong to Bogan Gate, would lucerne bring a certain 
amount of freight to the railway year in and year out ?—I 
am sure it would. We have about 1,200 acres of very good 
lucerne country either with or without irrigation. If a 
man has only a small area, irrigation is necessary. Lucerne 
without irrigation is all right if you have enough’ country. 
It pays very well without irrigation at present. It would 
pay much better if the cartage was not so great. We run 
a great deal of stock because we cannot depend on the 
market for lucerne. The cartage is too great. 

939. Taking the 1,200 acres suitable for agriculture: 
would there be any heavy initial expense involved in 
grading?—No. Out of the 1,200 acres I am quite con- 
fident you could get 800 acres that would need no grading 
apart from drains, and no levelling. This year we sowed 
3 acres of maize. From the time it was put in until it was 
bagged there were 280 points of rain. It was not irrigated. 
We bagged 90 bushels of good maize from the 3 acres. 


Edward Joseph Smith, farmer and grazier, Wilga Park, 
Bedgerabong, sworn, and examined :— 


940. Mr. Travers.; What is the area of your holding !— 
1,520 acres. I have cultivated up to 700 acres. Of late 
years I have gone in more for sheep. I ceased cultivating 
about five years ago, because of the distance I had to cart 
the wheat 21 miles to Bogan Gate. My average yicld was 
rbout 10 bushels to the acre. That would bea fair average 
for the district. About 800 acres of my holding is suitable 
for agriculture. I carry about 1,200 sheep at present. I 
favour the construction of the railway from Wamboyne 
through Budgerabong to Bogan Gate. My property would 
be about 2 miles from the proposed line. 

941. If the line were constructed, would you go in more 
or farming than you do4-—Yes. I have no river country, 
[ have been on the farm thirty-six years. I know this side 
of the river very well. 

942. Taking a radius of 12 miles on the western side of 
he route, marked in blue on the map, and about 9 miles 
yn the eastern side, what percentage of that country would 
xe suitable for agriculture?—-About 90 per cent. The 
yalance would be good grazing country. 


943. Do you go in for fat lamb raising /—Yes, I send 
them to Bogan Gate. 

944, What depreciation is there in the lambs in that 
long journey !—They fall away a good deal. There is very 
little water on the track in the summer time. I send them 
mostly to Homebush, ° 


James Rogers, farmer and grazier, 1 mile from 
Bedgerabong, sworn, and examined :— 


945. Mr. Burke.| Do you favour the construction of a 
railway through Wamboyne to Bogan Gate?—Yes. The 
land on the east and west side of the proposed line to 
Bogan Gate is the pick of the country. It is good wheat 
country. When you go [2 miles down the river it is not 
so good taking it right through. Ihave 230 acres. 1 farm 
and also run 250 sheep. I have 20 acres under lucerne. 
Fifteen acres of that I sowed the year before last. This 
year I cut from it 3 tons to the acre. I have been 
running 100 sheep on 15 acres during the summer months. 
I have been living there three years, and have been in 
the district all my life. I am right on the river bank, 
where I have 90 acres. I was growing wheat for my father 
near Bogan Gate. From 1907 to 1914 we put in 200 acres, 
and got an average of 8 to 10 bushels per acre. With tho 
present freight it is almost impossible to grow wheat and 
be successful at this distance from a railway. It costs 2s. 
a bag to deliver wheat at the Forbes railway station. I 
would have to get £8 a ton in Sydney to deliver wheat at 
a profit. I am stacking at present for sheep feed. I am 
conserving fodder for local requirements. It costs 25s. per 
ton to take fodder to Forbes railway station. 

946. If the line were constructed, would you still con- 
serve your fodder for local requirements ?—No, I would 
grow lucerne for hay. This year I have grown 45 tons. I 
could put my lucerne ir stacks for £1 a ton. If I could 
send it by rail at a reasonable cost, good money could be 
made by growing lucerne, even sending it to the Sydney 
market. A profit could be made by growing lucerne with- 
out irrigation at £4 per ton. If the line were taken to 
Condobolin my position would be no better than it is at 
present. Fifteen truck loads leave Forbes railway station 
every day. 

947. Mr. Doe.) You stated you could grow lucerne and 
put it in stacks at £1 per ton. Does that take into con- 
sideration interest on the capital value of the land 2—No. 


SATURDAY, 24 MARCH, 1923. 
|The Committee met in the Bogan Gate Hotel, Bogan Gate. ] 


Present: —- 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Chairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WintiAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Dayw Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Wyalong towards 
Condobolin. 2 


Dan Tasso Herbert, grazier, Bogan Gate, sworn, and 
examined :— 


949. Chairman.| You desire to make a statement ? 


I wish to state that I have been a resident on the Lachlan in the 
icinity of Bedgerabong for the past forty years, and have owned 
nd leased properties through practically the whole area of country 
rom Forbes to Condobolin.. Ihave had considerable experience in 
oth farming and grazing, and have farmed up to 3,000 acres on my 
yall Park and Carraboblin properties. The former I have now 
ubdivided and sold at prices from £4 5s. to £5 5s. per acre in 
locks ranging from 640 to 960 acres. In my present business as a 
razier at Leura and Carraboblin, with about 17,000 acres, I have 
o need of a railway. The haulage cost for delivering wool and the 
he expense of sheep droving to trucking yards for Sydney market 
re comparatively light. I have no intention of engaging in wheat- 
rowing for the reasons that : Firstly, my area of country is suffi- 


f 8945—F 


ciently large to make grazing alone a payable business; and, 
secondly, my natural preference at this stage of my life lies in that 
direction. JI realise, however, that a large part of my country is 
suitable for wheat-growing. The same applies to all the larger 
holdings situated in the vicinity of the proposed route from Wam- 
boyne to Bogan Gate, but I am afraid it will continue to be used as 
grazing propositions only unless some railway facilities are afforded. 
I have no hesitation in saying that there are no great engineering 
difficulties to be overcome on the proposed route from Wamboyne 
to Bogan Gate except the crossing of tne Lachlan, and I feel sure 
that this line will be considerably cheaper to construct than the 
proposed line from Wamboyne to Condobolin. It will also serve a 
more fertile and more thickly populated territory with better rain- 
fall. 

949. Are you acquainted with the country south of the 
Lachlan River close to Condobolin, say for a distance of 


15 miles out on both sides of the proposed line {— Yes. 
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950. You are also acquainted with the country south of 
the Lachlan from Bedgerabong towards Wamboyne!— Yes, 
I lived for thirteen years on Warroo station. 


951. What is your estimate of the comparative area of 
ficoded or heavy country not suited for agriculture in the 
two areas 15 miles south of Condobolin, say 10 miles on 
each side of the proposed line; and 15 miles from Bogan 
Gate, for 10 miles on each side of the proposed line }—The 
latter land I know well. I do not know the Condobolin 
country as intimately, but I know it sufficiently well to be 
able to say that the bulk of the 15 miles is so broken up by 
creeks and plain country that a very small proportion of it 
is suitable for agriculture. We can only judge the future 
by the past. The whole of the Condobolin country has 
been a failure for wheat-growing. They cannot keep one 
little flour mill going. But along the proposed route to 
Bogan Gate the Jand has beed proved to be eminently 
suitable for wheat-growing. 


952. Do the floods extend for a wider area about 
Bedgerabong than they do about Condobolin, in each case 
south of the river !—I would say they extend emphatically 
more at Condobolin. You have heard something about 
Cadow Swamp and the flood waters there. The proposed 
line to Bogan Gate is at least 10 miles from the flooded 
country. You cros3 no less than four watercourses in the 
first 9 miles near Condobolin; but along the route to 
Bogan Gate there is not a watercourse until you get to 
Manna Creek—that is for almost 30 miles. 


953. What area of swampy country is there on Cadow !— 
Only a few hundred acres. The whole of the flooded 
country would not ran to 1,000 acres. 


954. What distance would that swamp be from the 
proposed Wamboyne—Bogan Gate line ?—Seven miles is the 
nearest point. 

955. Mr. Drummond.] A suggestion has been made that 
if the line took off at Forbes, following the course of the 
river and bearing somewhat towards Lake Cowal, it would 
serve the country better; what is your opinion !—That 
would be following the course of the flood water, and you 
would have the JemaJlong Mountains and the Jemalong 
Creek to encounter. 

956. Is the country which lies between Forbes and Bed- 
gerabong on the south side of the river very liable to flood 4 
—Until you get to the Jemalong Mountain—that is 14 
miles. J have seen 6 miles of water there. It would run 
to 6 feet in depth. The water leaves the river below 
Jemalong Mountain and runs out till it strikes Lake Cowal. 
That would be south of the proposed line. 

957. If the water breaks south-west towards Lake Cowal, 
would not the area suited for cultivation be comparatively 
limited ’—Not by any means. The water would cover at 
most 1 per cent. of the country. I do not think the value 
of the Lachlan is known. We have 30 miles of sub-artesian 
water which can be obtained anywhere by sinking. I sank 
three wells during the year. Wherever we want water it 
can be got under 60 feet. Last year I obtained beautiful 


water which will stand an engine, ~That applies to a lot 


of that country. I venture to say you have not taken 
evidence in the 18 inch rainfall belt where there is country 
which in any way approaches that through which the pro- 
posed line would pass. 

958. Is lucerne grown between Jemalong and Forbes ?— 
Yes, there are several fine plots. 


FRIDAY, 6 APRIL 1923. 
Jiresent :-— 
The Hon.-W. T. DICK (CuHairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WitiiamM Cameron, Esq. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonn, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Wyalong towards 
Condoblin, 


John Jeremiah Leahy, pastoralist, residing in Sydney, 

sworn, and examined :— 

959. Chawrman.| Do you favour the route of the line as 
proposed !—On the last portion towards Condoblin the 
country is somewhat low and the soil is rather black. At 
the Wyalong end the country is red, suitable for wheat- 
growing. If the line were constructed further east than is 
proposed towards Bogan Gate, I think it would pass through 
better country. There is considerable settlement near 
Bogan Gate. In my opinion such a line would serve a great 
many more people, and I think it would get more returns. 
{t was in my mind that possibly the line could be taken 
with advantage across the end of: Lake Cowal, so as to 
escape the lignum country. 


960. Your suggestion is that the line should take a sweep 
towards the lake, and pass around the north end ?—Yes. 


961. Have you any objection to the proposed route as 
far as Wamboyne !—I thought that a better route might 
be obtained from Barmedman. Such a line would possibly 
serve a greater area of good country, although the mileage 
would be a little longer. It might be better to construct 
the railway all the way further east than is proposed. 

962. Ifthe line took off at Barmedman it would make an 
acute angle with the existing Wyalong line ?—That may be 
80. 

963. Mr. Doe.| I understand you are of opinion that the 


La should run between the larger and the smaller lakes — 
es. 


964. Chairman.] If the line took off at Barmedman would 
it not compete for some distance with the existing line /— 


According to the map it would for a few miles, but for at — 


least 30 miles it would run a considerable distance from the 
Wyalong line going to Wamboyne. 

965. What are your main reasons for suggesting the 
Barmedman proposal; are they that such a line would 
serve bettcr and more country ?—Yes. I have land in the 
district, but it makes no difference to me which way the 
line goes. The Wamboyne-Condobolin route would be as 
near to me. - 

966. Mr. Doe.| What area do you hold out there ?—In 
one holding I have 40,000 acres. On my other holding I 
am served by the line. I am within 7 miles of the Stock- 
inbingal railway. 


967. Is that land freehold ?— Yes. 


968. What portion of that land is suitable for agricul- — 


ture !—Practically all suitable. The better land is at the 
south-western end. F 
969. Is any of that land now used for agriculture!—V ery 


little. 


970. If the railway were constructed, would you subdlvide- 


that land ?—I suppose most of it could be farmed, but I have 
not gone into that matter. It was offered about a year ago. 

971. Is it under offer now?—No, it was too far away 
from the railway. My idea is to escape the low country. 
That is why the line should go further east, where you can 
get a fairly good route to Bogan Gate, starting from 
Barmedman. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEN ON PUBLIC WORKKS. 


TRAMWAY BETWEEN THE EXISTING BONDI (vic BELLEVUE HILL) AND 
WATSON’S BAY SYSTEMS, «za SOPHIA AND HARDY STREETS. 


REPORT. 


THE ParLiAMENTARY STANDING CoMMITTER ON PUuBLIc Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the Present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13 George V, No. 19), to whom 
was referred for consideration and report “the expediency of constructing a line 
of tramway between the existing Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay 
Systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets, have after due inquiry resolved that it is 
not expedient the proposed work be carried out; and in accordance with 
subsection (d) of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912 report their resolution 
to the Legislative Assembly : — 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. The evidence submitted to the Committee at the opening of the inquiry shows 
that there have been four proposals for connecting the Bellevue Hill line with the 
Watson’s Bay tramway, namely :~- 


(1) From the junction of Old South Head and O’Sullivan roads, joing the Watson’s 
Bay line at the junction of the Old and New South Head roads, length 1 mile 
75 chains; (2) from Bellevue Hill, near Park-road, to join the Watson’s Bay line 
near Cross-street, Double Bay, length 1 mile 50 chains; (3) from the Bellevue Hill- 
Bondi Beach line at Sophia-street to join the Watson’s Bay line at the junction 
of the Old and New South Head roads, length 2 miles 18 chains; and (4) from 
North Bondi, skirting the Military Reserve and joining No. 3 at 14 miles from 
commencement, from which point the two lines are common to the junction 
with the Watson’s Bay line, length 2 miles 424 chains. Consideration has 
also been given to an extension of the Bondi tramway along Bondi Beach 
to North Bondi (Ben Buckler) via Campbell’s parade—length, 41 chains. 


The proposal to construct a tramway from Bellevue Hill to Cross-street, Double 
Bay, was inquired into by the Committee in 1916 and negatived, the Committee 
expressing the opinion that there was no justification from a local traffic point of view. 


Further representations were made from time to time by the Parl amentary 
members for the district and various local public bodies as to the necessity for a 
connecting line between Bondi and Watson’s Bay tramways, and in 1921 the Tramway 
Advisory Committee, having inspected various routes, reported that they considered the 
route leaving the Bellevue Hull line at Sophia-street the most suitable, and recommended 
that a survey be made and an estimate prepared with a vicw to having the proposal 
referred to the Public Works Committee. No further action was taken until 1922, when 
representatives from the Municipal Councils interested advised the Minister (the Hon. 
R. T. Ball) that they had unanimously decided that the route along Sophia and Hardy 
streets should be adopted. 


The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 22nd 
November, 1922, THE 
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THE PROPOSED TRAMWAY. 


2. The proposed tramway commences at the intersection of Curlewis and Sophia 
streets, Municipality of Waverley, and proceeds in a north-easterly direction from the 
existing Bondi-Bellevue tramway along Sophia-street and Glenayr-avenue, thence 
easterly va Murriverrie-road, thence in a northerly direction va Hardy-street for about 
8 chains, and thence north-easterly and north-westerly through private property for 
about 25 chains. Crossing Hardy-street, Collingwood-street, Lyons-street, and in each 
case into and through private property to the Military-road, the tramway runs in a 
northerly direction wa that road for about 30 chains, thence in a north-westerly direction 
through private property, thence crossing George-street and Russell and Peel streets 
and through the Ostrich Farm, and thence erossing Palmer-street, Derby-street, and 
the Old South Head road into the Municipality of Vaucluse. From this point the line 
passes through private property and terminates in the New South Head road, near the 
Shaftesbury Reformatory on the existing Watson’s Bay tramway. 

All the land passed through, with the exception of roads, is privately owned. 


ESTIMATED COST. 


3. As referred to the consideration of the Committee, the estimated cost of a single 
line 2 miles 18 chains in length, with four loops of 5 chains each, a ruling grade of 1 in 15, 
and the sharpest curve of 70 feet radius, including telephones, staff apparatus, waiting 
room, &c., was £48,921. The estimate included £7,806 for rails, £5,393 for ballast, 
£1,676 for excavation in roads, £1,482 for excavations in cuttings, £1,605 for 
permanent-way fastenings, £5,219 for engineering, survey, and head office charges, 
£11,080 for power and feeders, and £2,558 for overhead wiring and poles, &c. 

The estimate was made when the basic wage was 16s. per day; this has since 
been reduced to 14s. 5d. Further, the cost of rails was £15 per ton and the extra cost 
of the guard rails made the average price £16 3s. 11d. This has been reduced to £13 16s. 
per ton. The saving in wages and material is estimated to be £3,500. There has also 
been a decrease in the cost of electric power and feeders, overhead wiring, &c., of £1,470, 
and the total estimated cost of the proposed tramway has thus been reduced to £42,281. 

The estimated cost of resumptions at the time the Committee’s mquiry was 
opened was £25,000, but further survey and slight alterations of route necessitated 
by subdivision: since the original estimate was made, ha-e resulted in a reduction to 
£15,000. 

ESTIMATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

4. The annual revenue is estimated at £2,000, and the expenditure at £7,383. 
The latter comprises £5,008 for working expenses and £2,325 for interest on cost of 
construction at 54 per cent. Including the interest on the cost of resumptions, the 
estimated annual loss would thus be £6,158. 

Referring to the question of revenue, the Railway Commissioners in their 
statutory report state that it is a very difficult matter to determine the approximate 
amount of revenue likely to be derived on the route, but for a considerable period there 
would not be any intermediate traffic. There would be a certain amount of tourist 
traffic, but only for a few months of the year. Traffic of a local nature would only be 
derived from the extreme ends of the new line, and as the districts concerned have 
nothing in common, except a certain amount of surf-bathing at Bondi, there would, it is 
considered, be very little interchange of traffic. Bondi is well provided with enclosed 
swimming bath and surf-bathing facilities, and at Watson’s Bay there is also a number 
of baths on the foreshores of the harbour. 


THE COMMITTEE’S INQUIRY AND CONCLUSION. 


5. The Committee have inspected the route of and the district affected by the 
proposed tramway and have taken evidence from the municipal representatives and 
residents generally of the areas to be served. 

It has been generally admitted that the western boundary of the traffic area 
would be the Old South Head road, which is within the influence of the New South 
Head road tramway; whilst the inspection of the Committee shows that the rugged 
nature of the country between the proposed line and the former road is such as not to 
readily lend itself to residential development. In these circumstances, and also in view 
o! the heavy cost ‘of construction and resumptions, and the fact that the bulk of 
the permanent residents of the affected area are served by the existing Watson’s Bay and 
Bellevue Hill tramways, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion that it is not 
expedient the proposed tramway be constructed. RESOLUTION 


vil 
RESOLUTION PASSED. 


6. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from their Minutes of Proceedings :— 


Mr. Doe moved :—-‘‘ That in the opinion of the Committee it is not expedient the proposed tramway 
between the existing Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay systems, via Sophia and 
Hardy streets, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, be constructed.” 


Mr. Dick seconded the motion, which was passed, 


Weel DIGK 


Chairman. 


Office of the Parlhamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney, 8th November, 1923, 
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WORKS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


TRAMWAY BETWEEN THE EXISTING BONDI (via BELLEVUE HILL) AND 
WATSON’S BAY SYSTEMS, via SOPHIA AND HARDY STREETS. 


TUESDAY, 16 JANUARY, 1923, 


qitesent:— 
The Iton. W. T. DICK (Crairman), 


The Hon. Joun Travers, 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micitaen Burke, Esa, 


WiniiaAm CAmMERon, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, [saq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing Boind 
(via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. ; 


ee eer 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under-Seeretary, Department of 
Public Works, sworn and examined :-— 

1. Chairman.] Have you prepared a statement with 

respect to the proposed tramway ?—Yes; it is as follows:— 

PrRoposeD TRAMWAY LETWEEN TIS 


BELLEVUE Hint) AND Watson's 
SOPHIA AND Harpy STREETS. 


EXISTING 
Bay 


30NDI (VIA 
SYSTEMS, VIA 


Wstimated cost, £48,921; length, 2 miles 18 chains single 
track, with four 5-chain loops; ruling grade, 1 in 15; sharpest 
curve, 70 feet radius. 


On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works 
and Minister for Railways (Hon. R. Y. Ball, M.i.A.) moved 
in the Legislative Assembly, ‘“ That it be referred to the Par- 
lHamentary Standing Committee on Public Works to consider 
and report upon the expediency of constructing a line of 
Tramway between the existing Bondi via Bellevue Hill) and 
Watson’s Bay systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets.” 
Question resolved in the aftirmative. 


Following is the official description of the line:-— 


“This proposed tramway commences at the intersection 
of Curlewis and Sophia streets, municipality of Waverley, 
and proceeds in a north-easterly direction from the existing 
Bordi-Bellevue tramway along Sophia-street and Glenayr- 
avenue, thence easterly via Murriverrie-road, thence in a 
northerly direction via Ilardy-street for about S chains, thence 
north-easterly and north-westerly through private property 
for about 25 chains, crossing over Hardy-street into and 
through private property, thence crossing Collingwood-street 
into and through private property, thence crossing Lyons- 
street into and through private property to the Military- 
road, thence in a northerly direction via that road for about 
30 chains, thence in a north-westerly direction thorugh pri- 
vate property, thence crossing George-street into and through 
private property, thence crossing Russell and Peel streets, 
thence through the Ostrich Farm, thence crossing Palmer- 
street into and through private property, thence crossing 
Derby-street into and through private property, thence 
crossing the Old South Head road into the municipality of 


¢ 1515—A 


Vaucluse, thence passing through private property and ter- 
minating in the New South Head road, near the Shaftesbury 
Reformatory at a point on the existing Watson’s Bay Train- 
VWialae 

All the land passed through, with the exception of the 
roads, is privately owned.” 

The Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report is dated 
&lst October, 1922, and is as follows :— 


Prcrposep TRAMWAY BETWEEN THE EXISTING 
BELLEVUE HIILL) AND WATSON’S Bay 
SOPHIA AND HARDY STREETS. 

In accordance with the request of the Hon. the Minister 
for Public Works and Railways and in pursuance of the 
provisions of the Public Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners 
beg to submit their report on the abovementioned proposal. 

The proposed connection junctions with the existing Bondi 
(via Bellevue Hill) line at Curlewis-street, and proceeds via 
Sophia, Mitchell, and Hardy streets, thence through private 
preperty to Military-road, thence via Military-ronad, thence 
through private property crossing Peel-street and Old South 
Head road to its junction with the existing Watson’s Bay 
line. The total length of the line is 2 miles 18 chains, and 
the estimate provides for a single track with four crossing 
loops ef 5 chains each, the ruling grade being 1 in 15 and the 
sharpest curve 70 feet radius. 


BONDI (VIA 
SYSTEMS, VIA 


The financial prospects of the connection are as under :— 
Hstimated cost of construction— 8 se 


Estimated cost of construction ...... 47,851 
Telephones, staff apparatus, Bundy re- 
COrdere wanes room, &ey scas.. 1,070 
———-— 48,921 
Estimated annual expenditure— 
Interest on cost of construction 
GAS O21 at Sb per cent Sec. < 2,691 
Working VGXpenees! ois.. dee sels oe 5,008 
———— 17,699 
Estimated annual revenue— 
Detimated annual revenue .......... 2,000 2,000 
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Witness---T. B. Cooper, 16 January, 1923. 


‘An inspection of the route indicates that the district to be 
served is well populated within a radius of half a mile from 
both the existing Watson’s Bay and Bellevue Hill lines, but 
the residents within these zones are at present reasonably 
eatered for by the existing facilities; outside the areas men- 
tioned, the population is sparse. 

It is a very difficult matter to determine the approximate 
amount of revenue likely to be derived on this route, but for 
a considerable period there would not be any intermediate 
traffic. There would be a certain amount of tourist traffic, 
but only for a few months of the year. Traffic of a local 
nature would only be derived from the extreme ends of the 
new line, and as the districts concerned have nothing in 
common, except a certain amount of surf bathing at Bondi, 
there would, it is considered, be very little cause for an 
interchange of traffic. The Bondi people are well provided 
with enclosed swimming baths and surf-bathing facilities, 
and at Watson’s Bay there is also a number of baths on the 
foreshores of the harbour. 


In view of the position disclosed above, the Commissioners 
are strongly of the opinion that the construction of this line 
is not warranted at present, there being other districts more 
urgently in need of tramway communication, the provision 
of such communication having been deferred owing to want 
of funds. 


The Common Seal of the Railway 


Commissioners for New South (Seal) 
Wales was hereunto affixed 


the 3list day of October, one 
thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-two, in the presence of — 

W. JNo. Morris, Secretary. 


There have been four proposals for connecting the Belle- 
vue Hill line with the Watson’s Bay tramway, viz. :— 


1. From the junction of Old South Head and O’Sullivan 
roads, joining the Watson’s Bay line at the junction 
of the Old and New South Head roads. Length, 1 
mile 75 chains. 


JAMES FRASER, 
J. H. CANN. 


2. From Bellevue Hill, near Park-road, to join the Wat- 
son’s Bay line near Cross-street, Double Bay. 
Length, 1 mile 50 chains. 


3. From the Bellevue Hill-Bondi Beach line at Sophia- 
street to join the Watson’s Bay line at the junction 
of the Old and New South Head roads. Length, 
2 miles 18 chains. 


4. From North Bondi, skirting the Military Reserve 
and joining No. 3 at 14 miles from commencement, 
from which point the two lines are common to the 
junction with the Watson's Bay line. Length, 
2 miles 424 chains. 


4a, Wxtension of the Bondi tramway along Bondi Reach 
to North Bondi (Ben Buckler) via Campbell’s 
parade. Length, 41 chains. 


In 1916 No. 2 proposal, yiz., from Bellevue Hill to Cross- 
street, Double Bay, was inquired into by the Public Works 
Committee and negatived, the Committee expressing the 
opinion that there was no justification from a local traffic 
point of view for the construction of the line. 


Further representations were made from time to time by 
the members for the district and various local public bodies 
as to the necessity for a connecting line between Bondi and 
Watson’s Bay tramways, and in August, 1919, the then 
Minister (Mr. Ball) informed a deputation from the Waver- 
ley, Woollahra, and Vaucluse Municipal Councils, that if in 
office in the next Parliament he would have the matter re- 
ferred to the Public Works Committee for investigation. 


Following on the change in Government in 1920 the matter 
came under review by the succeeding Minister, Mr. Estell, 
who decided that in the first instance the views of the Tram- 
way Advisory Committee should be obtained. 


The Tramway Advisory Committee reported on 14th Feb- 
ruary, 1921, that they had visited the locality, inspected the 
three routes (Nos. 1, 8, and 4 as above) and heard evidence 
from local residents and those interested in the various pro- 
posals. The Coinmittee considered the route leaving Belie- 
vue Hill line at Sophia-street (No. 3 route) the most suitable 
and recommended that a survey be made and an estimate 
prepared with a view to having the proposal referred to the 
Public Works Coimunittee. 


Upon receipt of the Committee’s report Mr. Estell, having 
regard to the large volume of work then in hand and the 
number of works authorised and upon which a commence- 
ment had not yet been made, decided that no further action 
should be taken for the time being. 


The matter was revived in May, 1922, when a deputation, 
including -Messrs. H. Goldstein and H. V. Jaques, Ms.L.A., 
Alderman Barracluff, and representatives of the Rose Bay- 
Bondi and Vaucluse Progress Associations, waited on the 
late Minister (Sir T. Henley) to urge the construction of a 
tramway via Sophia and Hardy streets to connect the exist- 
ing Bondi and Watson’s Bay systems. It was stated that 
90 per cent. of the land which the proposed line would serve 
had been cut up and sold in allotments, and there were hun- 
dreds of people waiting to make their homes there if given 
tramway facilities. A copy of a petition circulated in 1910 
by the Eastern Suburbs Tramway Extension League, setting 
out the necessity for connecting up the two lines, was handed 
in by Mr. Jaques, M.U.A., and a petition bearing some 800 
signatures of residents and property-owners in the district 
was presented by Mr. Goldstein, M.L.A. 


Sir T. Henley, in his reply to the deputation, promised 
that he would have the necessary steps taken to have the 
route surveyed and an estimate of cost of construction pre- 
pared with a view to submitting the matter to Parliament 
for reference to the Public Works Committee. 


Subsequently, by direction of Sir T. Henley, the Railway 
Commissioners were asked to furnish a Statutory Report on 
the proposed connection via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


In September, 1922, a communication was received from 
the Town Clerk, Waverley, through the members for the 
district, to the effect that as the result of a conference the 
Waverley, Woollahra, and Vaucluse municipalities had de- 
cided that the route which would be most advantageous and 
serve all interests would be from the intersection of Sophia 
and Curlewis street, Waverley, via Hardy-street, to the in- 
tersection of Murriverrie-road to Blake-street, thence Mur- 
riverrie-road to connect with Old South Head road at a point 
between Derby and Palmer streets, thence to New South 
Head road, near the Shaftesbury Institute. 


On 21st September, 1922. a deputation from the Waverley, 
Woollahra, and Vaucluse Councils, accompanied by Messrs. 
R. EH. O’Halloran and H. Goldstein, Ms.L.A., waited on the 
present Minister (Mr. Ball) to urge the early, construction 
of the tramway via Sophia and Hardy streets. It was 
stated by the deputation that the various councils concerned 
had unanimously decided that the route along Sophia and 
Hardy streets should be adopted; this route would serve a 
very large population and would be reproductive almost 
immediately. Mr. Ball, in reply, stated that he was prepared 
to give effect to the promise made by his predecessor and 
the proposal would be placed before the Public Works CGom- 
mittee when it was formed, for consideration and report 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, 16 MARCH, 1923. 


Present. — 
The Hon. WM. T. DICK (CHatrman). 
WitiiAM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davi Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosert Manony. 
Francis Micuarn Burks, Esa. 
The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing 
Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Wation’s Bay Systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction Branch, Department of Railways, sworn 
and examined :— 


2. Chairman.| I understand that you have prepared an estimate of the cost of the proposed iramway construction 
oe, the Bellevue Hill tramway and the Watson’s Bay tramway ?—Yes, it is as follows :— 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS—DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAY AND 
TRAMWAY CONSTRUCTION. 
Bonpi To WatTson’s BAY TRAMWAY. 


From Curlewis-street to New South Head road, via Sophia, Hardy, and Waterloo streets—2 miles, 18 chains, single track, with four loops 
of 5 chains each. Total length, 2 miles, 88 chains. Ruling grade, 1 in 15, Sharpest curve, 70 feet. Basic wage, 16s. 


Description of Work. Quantity. Unit. | Rate. Amount, Total Amount. 
£ og: a; £ 8.24, fae Sa. ds 
ME RIEMTUNCHUCIE ES <0, vice s.cco stecsencotseesecvavecscescoecddseeaes 4,560 cub. yds, tt: OM: 1,482 0 0 
Do 40) TRYEGLG) AGRSe AER CORSE cee aoe H AEE RE SEE AI ee 6,098 “f Ob 6 1,676 19 0 
an RO REMORSE Soro Sista vetiene seNesiads cAséesss saddeevocsoed sass 5,227 No. Cee 0 1,829. 9 0 
ewe te mary OMI GEA lst ts teinicns Sis vinsls desig des dccdededess cabs wage acess 6,860 tons, ; £ 
MME ORI AKO: OI OR AS i iuaticloen ngs scancasre hes scilceclvessan ocetes 845 Be \ 014 0 5,998 10 0 
AIMEE RATES ECHOING oc ccssceosrrsivasiesy vobissgae. dase. scoesenseazansess 4,356 l-yd. Oh 2 a} 871 4 0 
MMR UNISTS oon ys fs GS ows ee ke 660s ohadeecscusndevccacsdeetens 13,068 sup. yd 0 0 6 326 14 0 
Permanent-way Remeevinde’s Haile .fosc ded ckkcs ccccdeces 482 tons 16 dil 7,806 0 0 
Do do IBasceninpaes caccettes tsi cd eodencer sss 39 ae 4 3. 1 1,605 0 0 
Do do Bret RE es. oes ONS isaac dupa se 525 iy 0 9 6 249 7 6 
Do do (ey ak ee eee 4,196 l-yd. 0 6 0 1,258 16 0 
Barer A TIA COMMING) 26 f0 si 5. 6 ci wnes gaaacnscsesevancdeg consyeceecs 8 sets 125 0 0 1,000 0 0 
Do Ot IER HI eee 34 ciate on Aan Cee ee SY ee 160 ]-yd. a Oe OO 176 0 0 
Bie RPT ee Dae tr trates Fe Mace Ve cc abe se ter gees oid vvveces ci dsvedaabswetiaccs 500 No. 115 0 875 0 0 
Rr reeN a YP SO Ws cr ican Se vie atau Mand snaieeVadccesusadgavacesw aes? ses 850 3 011 0 467 10 O 
PRERrEr CCT D ATICTAGHES (eowasec, casiteteacs se cessisecss seve see scdwectevens 500 sup. yd OSS 31 5 O 
Scone prbcbitie And Watters: Liv... lc,.dossedsicedsdeccocsecysennsensce cas 500 Fi 0 8 0 200 0 0 
aM ape, HOR iee G aied eT i cas scileohasZaccacees assedes 200 roods a 0.0 600 0 0 
PGCE AIVEDOR ihe PRON ies elds osies sceeders doese SeclSvcevaacdse 100 1-it. OF Ou O 45 0 0 
LED VES 2) BS hSiak deri Ree aeG aug Une a ae eee ) ( 500 0 0 
Alterations to gas, water, and sewerage ...........:scceeeene0 | | 350 0 0 
Do CO WT OE ee eee ae \ Lump sum 4 250 0 0 
Double junctions—1 Curlewis-street, and 2 New South | 
PGRN PONS ta sy de ssadier eesti ah } {| 2,000 0 0 
— -——~——| 28,993 14 6 
Bogireerme, qurvey, and Head-office charges ..icccccceccsssces|  seveenave | nena TSipepeenta ent cose. 6,219 -5 6 
£34,213 0 0 
Chief Electrical Engineer’s estimate :— 
hem GOWwer and! Te6CELrs, «, cccsncvecsvcece co vivdooralsdiposecaSaxess a At Vie ae es Sal [ace 11,080 0 O 
(6) Overhead wiring and poles, including alterations to 
telephone and electric light wires ............0000{ 00 Tce. RRs Lechconooctant 9d Paarenceenese 2.505 OF OC 
—— 13,635 0 0 
EM Ma RR GER dans sae B70 cslgi ss ecewadisecdruaey eefes a asagekace’ Pye TPT becen ne Soncnoc £47,851 0 0 
I may mention that this estimate is not up to date. It 5. Land is rather expensive in that locality ?—Yes. 


went in with the Railway Commissioners’ report, and was 
made out on the basic wage of 16s. Owing to the forty- 
eight hours a week the basic wage to-day is 14s. 5d., which 
means a reduction of 10 per cent. on the wages. That 
would affect the estimate to the extent of a few thousand 
pounds. Furthermore, the rails at that time were £15 a 
ton, and the extra cost of the guard rail made the average 
price £16 3s. 1ld. To-day the cost of the rails would be 
£13 16s. So there wouid be a reduction of £1,200 on 
that item alone. Besides, the estimate does not include 
the cost of land resumptions, which would be very serious 
on this line. The estate agent went over the line, and 


after inspecting it he estimated the necessary resumptions 
at £25,000. 


3. Mr. Burke. ] Can you say what the saving in wages 
and material would be 1—I should say there would probabl y 
be a saving of £3,500. 


4. The line would run through private property 1—To 
a very large extent, 


6. Mr. Travers.| Your estimate of £47,851 does not 
include telephones, staff apparatus, bundy elooke. and so 
on?—No, that was added afterwards by the Commis- 
sioners. 

7. In the evidence given by Mr. Cooper, Under Secretary 
for the Public Works Department, he said :— 


1922, 


In September, a communication was received from the 
Town Clerk, Waverley, through the members for the district, to 
the effect that as a result of a conference the Wav erley, Woollahra, 
and Vaucluse municipalities had decided that the route which would 
be most advantageous and serve all interests would be from the 
intersection of Sophia and Curlewis streets, Waverley, via Hardy- 
street, to the intersection of Murriverrie-road to Blake-street, 
thence Murriverrie-road to connect with Old South Head road at a 
point between Derby and Palmer streets, thence to New South 
Head road, near the Shaftesbury Institute. 


Is the route which those three municipalities suggested 
identical with the route now before the Committee ?—It is 
the same route. 

8. Can yousay what advantage No. 8 route, which is the 
one before the Committee, has over Nos. 1, 4 and 4a; I am 
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Witnesg—W. Hutchinson, 16 March, and E. J. Doran, 4 May, 1923, 


cutting out No, 2 because it was rejected by a former Public 
Works Committee?—No 38 route was considered by the 
Advisory Committee. They looked at all the routes and came 
to the conclusion that No. 3 is the most suitable. The only 
coaclusion I can come to is, that they considered it most 
effectually met existing conditions and provided for future 
conditions. 

9. Have you been over No. 3 route 1—Yes. 

10. Mr. Drummond.| There is very little land built on 
at the present time which would be affected by the proposed 
line ?—There is not a great deal. 

11. So if the construction of the line were deferred the 
cost would be very much increased ?—Very much. 

12. Would it be possible to get any other practicable 
route that would not have to pass through private land !— 
No; there is no other route as good as the proposed one. 


13. The service would Le largely in the nature of a 
locel service, would it not !—I would not say that. I 
should say there would be a through service to Sydney. 

14. It woald be a line joining the present Watson’s Bay 
line to the present Bondi line ?—Yes, but any traftic picked 
up on the line would be taken through to Sydney. I do 
not think that people would get out of this tram to get 
into another to go to Sydney. . 

15. Still at the present time a certain number of people 
would be served at each end of the existing lines ?—Yes, 
Those within a reasonable distance would have the two 
trams. 

16. It would be an excellent place for busses to run ?— 
It is a fairly rough district for busses, but I assume the 
could run on the roads there as well as they do elsewhere 
if it were thought desirable to adopt the traffic. 


LRIDAY, 4 BAY, 1923. 


{resent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crarman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 
Francis MicHar, Burge, Esa. 


WiLuiAM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing 
Bondi (wid Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay systems, vi@-Sophia and Hardy strects. 


Edward John Doran, Traffic Manager, Department of 
Tramways, sworn, and examined :— 


17. Chairman.| Have youa statement to place before 
the Committee concerning the propozed tramway :—Yes, 
it is as follows :-— 


PROPOSED TRAMWAY BETWEEN Bonpi (BELiEVUR HILL) ANA 
Watson’s Bay, 
In May, 1913, the Chief Commissioner for Railways and Tram- 
ways furnished a Statutory Report on the proposals for tramway 
extensions as follows :— 


1. Bellevue Hill-Bondi tramway to Watson’s Bay tramway, 
vid Oid South Head Road. Length, 2 miles 20 chains ; 
single track. 
2. Bellevue Hill tramway to Watson’s Bay tramway, near 
Double Bay. Length, 1 mile 50 chains ; single track. 
No 1 proposal was to commence in O’Suilivan-road at a point 
near Curlewis-street «n the authorised line from Belleyue Hill to 
Bondi Beach, and thence run north-easterly along Old South Head 
Road to the New South Head Read, where it junctions with the 
existing Watson’s Bay tramway. 
The estimated cost of construction, annual expenditure, and 
annual revenue were quoted to be :-— 


Histimated cost of construction ........... 
Hstimated annual expenditure... £3,822 
Estimated annual revenue 1,000 


£29,951 


se mentee: £2,822 


Difference 

The Chief Commissioner stated that there was then a fair popnla™ 
tion to the west of Dover-road, but the residents of this locality 
were already reasonably served by the Watson Bay tramway. On 
the remaining portion of the route the development was very small, 
and the residents at the southern end would be served by the 
Bellevue Hill tramway and its extension to Bondi Beach. He was 
then of opinion that the construction of the proposed tramway 
would be premature. 

No. 2 proposal was to commence at the then terminal loop at 
Bellevue Hill; thence run northerly through Public School Reserve 
and vid Victoria-road ; thence westerly and north-westerly through 
private yroperty across Riddle-street and along Balfour, Rivers, and 
Vivian-streets ; thence south-westerly wid March-street, north- 
westerly via Lamb-street, crossing Kambala-road, and through 
} r.vate property for a distance of about 9 chaizs; thence north- 
westerly by way of Bulkara-road into Kulgoa-road ; thence by 
an *$” curve through private property into and along Bellevue- 
road, thence wortherly 271 1 in 15 grade throagh private property, 
end across; New South Head Road to the thcn proposed deviation 
of the Watson’s Bay line. 

The es imated cost of construction, annual expenditure, aud 
revcnue were quoted to be :— 

Estimated cost of construction 
Estimated annual expenditure 
Estimated annual revenue 


Sh bat once £30,867 


etree beens 


In his report the Chief Commissioner stated that the development 
along the route propased was comparatively sinall, and the principal 
revenue would be derived from trattic between Double Bay and 
Bondi Beach in the summer, for surf bathing. Betwe2n Bellevue 
Hill terminus and Fairweather-street there was a fair population, 
but the residents journeying to and from the city would be better 
served by the Bellevue Hill tramway than by the proposed lie. 
He considered that the construction of the proposed tramway was 
premature, 

In February, 1915, a fresh Statutory Report was asked for on tle 
proposed extension from the Bellevue Hill tramway to the Watscn’s 
Bay tramway at Double Bay (a slight variation of No 2 Pro} osal), 
in view of the completion of the Bellevue Hill-Bondi Extension, and 
in March, 1915, the Chief Commissioner reported as follows : — 


Hstimated cost of construction... vas ons a OOVOOT 

i timated annual expenditure » £5,419 

E3timated annual revenue £ 600 
Difference... £4,919 


The proposal was similar to that reported upon in May, 1913, 
except that the ruling grade was one in twelve as against one in 
fifteen in, te original proposal. This would involve the provision of 
specially equipped cars similar to those in use on the Watson's Bay 
and Bellevue Hill Lines. 

In February, 1919, the Minister for Public Works, upon receipt 
of a petition signed by reside..ts of the heights of Bellevue Hill 
urging the question of establishIng direct communication with 
Kambala Heights, Bellevue Hill, asked the Commissioners to furnish 
a report as to the estimated cost of the tramway, with further 
information as to the financial prospects of such a line. 

The Railway Commissioners in their reply pointed out that a 
proposal to construct a tramway to serve the locality mentioned 
and connect with the then existing Bellevue Hill and Watson’s Bay 
tramways was reported on in May, 1913, and again in March, 1915, 
after the former line had been extended to Bondi Beach. It was 
considered that the residents who mainly lived near the two ends 
of the route were reasonably served by the then existing Bellevue 
Hill and Watson’s Bay lines, and that the proposal was premature 
and not justified by the conditions. They further stated that the 
matter was fully considered by the Public Works Committee, which 
decided in November, 1916, that it was not expedient to construct 
the tramway. 

On 25th May, 1922, a deputation waited upon the Minister for 
Puklic Works and Railwaya to urge the construction of a tramway 
from Bondi to Watson’s Bay. 

On 6th June, 1922, the Under Secretary for Public Works re- 
quested the Cammissioners to furnish a Statutory Report upon a 
proposed tramway between the existing Bondi and Watson’s Bay 
tramway system 77¢@ Sophia and Hardy streets. The Commissioners 
in their report of 8lst October, 1922, intimated that the cost of con- 
struction, annual expenditure, and annual revenue were estimated 
to be :— 


Costiomconstruchion gamers meaty ease £43,921 
Amnual ExpPeENdItULoln ras .wim.-e ses £7,699 
Annual TEVENUC) Meret ricse recess sssve . 2#2,000 
Difference wus... sew £5,699 “ 


The propored connection junctions with the existing Bondi vd 
Bellevue Hill) line at Curlewis-street, and proceeds vid Sophia, 
Mitzhell, and Hardy streets; thence through private property to 
Military-road, thence vid Military-road ; thence through private pro- 
pitty, crossing Peel street and Old South Healioud to iss junction 
with the existing Watsou’s Bay line. he total length of the line 
is 2 niles 18 chains, and the estimates provile for a single track 
with four crossing loops of 5 chains each ; the ruling grade being 1 
in 15, and the sharpest curve 70 feet radius. 

An inspection of the route indicated that the district to be served 
is well populated within a radius of half a mile from both the exist- 
ing Watson’s Bay and Bellevue Hill lines; the intervening portion 
being sparsely populated. The residents of the district within the 
halt-mile radius of the Bondi or Watson’s Bay lines are at present 
reasonably catered for by the existing facilities. 

It is proposed to provide a locil service between the two points at 
intervals of thirty minutes, with a maximum service of 1@ minutes 
intervals Curing portion of Saturdays and Sundays. 

It is very ditficult to determine the approximate amount of 
revenue likely to be derived on this route, but for a considerable 
time there would not be any intermediate traffic. There would be 
a certain amount of tourist traffic, but only for a few months of the 
year. Traffic of a local nature would only be derived from the 
extreme ends of the new line, and as the districts concerned have 
nothing in common except a certain amount of surf bathing at 
Bondi, there would, it is considered, be very little cause for an 
interchange of traffic. The Bondi people are well provided with 
enclosed swimming baths and rurf-bathing facilities, and at 
Watson’s Bay there is also a number of baths on the foreshores of 


the harbour. 

There are a number of other proposed tramways which it is con- 
sidered are of more importance, and have a prior claim to construc- 
tion than the proposal under review, notably :-~Underclitfe—EKarl- 
wood, Drummoyne-Five Dock, Dobroyd Point-Ashfield, Strath- 
field- Eufield, Bexley-‘Iurstville, Hurstville-Dambleton, Manly- 
Freshwater, Burns’ Bay Road—Figtree-Gladesville, Cook’s River- 
West Botany. 

18. Of the various proposals which have been mooted to 
serve the district between Bondi and Watson’s Bay the 
one now before the Committee, while it shows the highest 
revenue also shows the highest loss ’— Yes. : 

19. Mr. Drummond.| You say in the statement you have 
submitted that it is proposed to provide a local service 
between the two points at intervals of thirty minutes. Does 
that mean that there will be a tram which wiil connect with 
the two existing main systems?’—Yes. The estimate is 
purely for a local service, so as to bring the cost down as 
much as possible. If we had to run right through to 
Watson’s Bay on the one side and Bondi Beach on the 
other we would have to travel a further distance of 
14 miles to Watson’s Bay terminus, and 30 chains to Bondi 
Beach. 

20. So this proposal is somewhat on the same footing as 
the proposal for the construction of a tram from Drum- 
moyne to Five Dock along Lyons’ Road ?—Yes. 

21. When making up the estimate of profit and loss did 
you take into consideration whether this would be a suit- 
able line fer one man trams ?—We did not take that into 
consideration at a'l. 

22, You worked it out on the basis of the present cost of 
handling the tratfc ?—Yes. 

23. Do you think it would have a material bearing on the 
profit or loss to be expected from this line !—-I do not think 
so. Ido not think the proposed line would be the best for 
a one man car. No doubt during the summer season, that 
is the surfing season, on holidays there would be a large 
amount of traffic, at certain intervals, from one end of the 
day to the other, and a one-man car would probably not be 
able to handle that traffic. At Drummoyne, with a few 
exceptions, of a trip or two during the day, a one-man car 
could handle the traftic. We know what the trattic is, 
and it is not likely to grow much more. In the case of 
any tram it is only a question of time when the operating 
cost will increase and th> revenue also increase. Generally 
the operating costs overtake the revenue. On the Manly 
line, although the revenue has increased considerably so 
has the expenditure. There have been extensions on the 
Manly line from 1903 to 1913. Durirg that period of 
ten years the loss each year js shown by these figures— 
ede, 2212, £265, £512. We had hors> anil 
steam traction up to that point. Then the annual los:es 
were £1,000,/ 21,007, £2.015, £3,321, £5,369, £5,326. 
At that point the extension to Narrabeen was made. Each 
extension has added to the lo.s on that line. While the 
revenue does inerease the operating costs go up as well, 


- time £25,000. 
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Witness—E. J. Doran, 4 May, 1923. 


Last year we lost £13,000 on the Manly line, even although 
all those extensions have been made, and there has been an 
increascd traftic. 

24. Chairman.| Those figures include the Spit tram ?-- 
Yes. 

25. Mr. Drummond.| Have you been acquainted with 
the area affected by the proposed tram for any length of 
time ?—I go over the district about twice a year to see its 
growth. I have figures here which show that for an area 
of 1 mile in the centre, excluding ha!f a mile on the Bondi 
side to 14 mile at the Watson’s Bay end, there are o: ly 
twenty-eight dwellings. 


26. Would they be within the sphere of influence of the 
existing trams ?—No. 

27. It is obvious that the line would have to go through 
a large number of building blocks 1— Yes, 

28. Mr. Hutchinson, the Chief Engineer, when giving 
evidence, said in reply to a question of mine as to whether 
it would be possible to get a more practicable route which 
did not go through so much private land, that there was no 
other route as good as the proposed one. Do you think 
that statement is justified !—I do not know the boundaries 
nor the lay-out of the land, nor how it is subdivided. There 
has been a suggestion, which has not yet been reported on, 
to extend the Bondi tram to Ben Buckler. That has been 
considered on many occasions, and is now under consider- 
ation. The idea would be to go to Watson’s Bay from that 
end of Bondi. Whether that is a more desirable route 
than this one I cannot say. 


29. That would leave a big area between the two tram 
lines which would not be served ?—There is a big drop at 
Murriverie-road. ‘The people living about there would not 
have access to the proposed tram, whereas on the more 
easterly route you ave on éerra firma. The people living 
between Curlewis-street and Hardy-street are already well 
served by the Bellevue Hill tram. 


30. The resumptions are estimated to cost at the present 
If the resumptions were delayed for a time, 
and the blocks of vacant land were built on, it is obvious 
the cost would be perhaps double or treble?—There would 
be resumptions no matter which route was taken. I could 
not say what resumptions would be necessary on the 
number 4 route. 

31. Does the number 4 route cross private land?—No, 
it follows the road. 


32. Mr. Burke.| How do you estimate the probable 
revenue from the proposed line?—We can only do that as 
the result of our experience. For instance, we take the 
La Perouse line. For some considerable period the 
proposed line would be something in the nature of the 
La Perouse line. The La Perouse line is about 5 miles, 
5 chains long. On Saturdays, Sundays, ana holidiys, 
there is a very Lig traffic, and we estimate that the revenue 
from this proposed line would be similar to the revenue 
from the Ia Perouse-Botany tram, and that dees not 
exceed £3,000. 

33. So in making up the estimate for this proposed 
tramway you estimate on the workings of another but 
similar line?—-We endeavour to take a similar line. We 
try to take count of all the vehicles and pedestrians travel- 
ling over the route of a proposed tramway, but in this case 
there is no route. You cannot form an estimate from the 
number of people who travel over the route. In the case 
of La Perouse tram we have actual figures, and we are 
satisfied that the revenue from the proposed tram will not 
be the same as thst from the La Perouse tram. Even if it 
were the same there would still be a large loss. 


34. Do you know the district ?— Yes. 
35. Do you think it is good land for residential purposes 
could it not be opened up by means of a tram ?—l think 


that certain portions would be opened up, but that part 
near the coast would not lend itself to ready sale. 


36. Further back there is some good land ?—Yes ; where 
it is sheltered on the western side you would probably Le 
much better than on the other side. 
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Witnesses—E. J. Doran, 4 May, and C. W. Kavanagh, 7 May, 1928. 


37, If people took up their residence there it would 
make a diff-rence in the resenue ?—Yes, but there are 
pevple who have alre.dy taken up the’r residence in other 
places, and who are st wving for tramway communication, 

38. Generally speaking, the Commissioners in every case 
of a proposed tramway give figures showing that tiere will 

tes rhs | fends : s 
be a loss !—There have been losses, but it must be borne in 
mind that in some districts there is already established 
business trafic, but in the case of this line the district is 
virgin country, 

» F . . 

39. How many ears per day would be required to work this 
ONE ie Ri ; bag! 
linet B ora thir ty minutes’ service it would take two trams, 

49. You think it would be a thirty minutes’ service ?—I 
should not like to run it for less, 

41. It is estimated the revenue would be £2,000 a year; 
would that be from 2d fares?—We did not allocate the 
sections. ; 


42. How did you arrive at the revenue if you did not 
allocate the amount of fares ’—We do not know what the 
fares would be. We have to make up our estimate by our 
experience on another line, 


43, Then the estimate of revenue is pure conjectare !— 
It is pure conjecture. 


44, Taking the estimated revenue of £2,000, and 
supposing that if would be a 2d section, you would have to 
earry 700 fall fares a day 1—On holidays and other occasions 
we would carry, perhaps, 1,000. 

45, Even with 700 fares a day, at 2d. a day there is an 
estimated loss of £5,699, so you would have to carry 2,408 
passengers per day to make the line pay. Do you not regard 
it as a rather big contract to make it a paying proposition 
if you have to carry that number of passengers a day ?—[ 
am sure the line would not pry. 


MONDA tery 


MAY, 1923, 


Jresent: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairman), 


The Hon. Joun Travers, 
The Hon. Rosert Manony, 
Francis Micrarn Burr, Esa. 


Witiiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Doz, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing 
Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


Cornelius William Kavanagh, Mayor of Waverley, sworn, 
and examined !:— 


46. Chairman.| Have you prepared a statement with 
regard to this proposed tramway ?—No, but I have here 
figures which I received from the Town Clerk. The 
approximate street frontage to be served is 126,420 feet. 
The number of blocks with a 40-feet frontage is 3,161. 
The number of people, at five per block, is 15,805. The 
value of the land likely to be resumed would be about £4 
a foot. 

47. According to the official estimate there would be a 
loss of £5,699 on the line. Can you suggest how that 
could be made up ?—The estimated takings are much below 
the average. The people crowd to the beaches; and they 
have no means of getting there except by bus or sulky, 
They come in droves, All round Vaucluse the land is being 
built on. If the vacant blocks were built on, that would 
mean 16,000 more people. 

48. The Railway Commissioners say that the residents 
who live near the two ends of the route are reasonably 
served by the existing Bellevue Hill and Watson’s Bay 
lines, and that there are very few settlers on the inter- 
mediate portion of the route ?—I admit that there are very 
few settlers on the area through which we wish the tram 
to go, but it is advisable for the Government to construct 
the tram as it can now get the land so much cheaper. If 
the Government waits it will have to pay ten times as much 
for tLe land. 

49. Ave you of opinion that the intermediate tract of 
unsettled country would be rapidly buiit on if the tram 
were constructed 1—Absolutely, and quickly too. People 
are hungering for land. There are no facilities of any kind 
there. 

50. Are there any large estates that would be traversed 
by the line, or are most of the holdings small ?—Small. 
All the subdivisions have been disposed of within the last 
eighteen months. 

51, Have you considered what is the amount of traffic on 
holidays through tourists and surfers going to Bondi Beach 


—— 


from the northern part of the territory 2—I know that an 
extra bus has been kept on right through from Watson’s 
Ray. There are four or five buses. On holidays there are 
25,000 to 30,000 people on the beaches. 

52. Do the buses that come from Watson’s Bay and the 
adjacent district use the Military-road adjacent to the 
ocean !—-No, the South Head road, The Military-road 
was built for defence purposes, but it is out of repair. If 
it were made available the buses might travel on it, 

53. Mr. Doe.| You have said that the land required for 
resumption purposes would be worth about £4 a foot. 
Have you any idea as to the length ?—No. 

54. It has been said that the resamptions would cost 
about £25,000. Can you give us an idea on that point ?— 
From York-street to Derby-street the land is worth about 
£2 a foot, and from Murriverie-road to the Military-road 
it would average £4. If the tram were constructed the 
land would be worth anything from £15 to £20 a foot. 

55. Mr, Burke.| Do I understand you to say that if the 
tram were constructed it would induce a big population to 
settle in that area?—Yes ; there is room there for 16,000 
persons. 

56. Where would they be drawn from ?—People are 
coming from all quarters to the Eastern Suburbs. 

57. Are there not big spaces in Bondi which could be 
built on?—No. ‘There are only the sand bills to be built 
on. People are hungering for land. 

58. Would the line be made payable by the population 
in the district or by tourists ?—I think the permanent 
population would pay for the line, and a lot more revenue 
would be received from the tourists. It is one of the most 
beautiful places. 

59. You would not say that, on the basis of the present 
population, the tramway would be a good proposition ?— 
No. ’ 

60. There would have to be 2,600 extra passengers a day 
to make the line pay expenses. I understand you are 
looking to the future in the hope of opening up the country 
along the route !— Yes. 


et eee 


WEDNESDAY, 


7 
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WEDNESDAY, 9 MAY, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Curran). 


The Hon. JoHn Travers. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 


WiLtiamM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 


Davin Henry Drewmonp, Hsa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between Bondi (via 
Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


Joseph Thomas Barracluff, ostrich-farmer, South Head, 
sworn, and examined :— 


61. Chairman.| Do you know the proposal before the 
Committee !—Yes. 

62. Do you know generally the route of the proposed 
tramway ?!—I do. 

63. Will you favour the Committee with the benefit of 
your knowledge of the district ?—The area through which 
the tram would run is at present unoccupied, with the 
exception of a few houses here and there. That may be 
regarded as an objection, but I should like to point out 
that, when the extension of the tramline from Ocean-street 
to Rose Bay was constructed [ was attending the public 
school, and there were only two houses in Rose Bay, but it 
was not long after the extension of the tramway before 
Rose Bay became a densely populated area. The same 
thing would apply in this case; in fact the district is 
already becoming populated, even without the tramway. 
In the past three months from twenty to thirty cottages 
are in course of construction in and around that area. 

64. What portion of the area!—On top of the hill in the 
rough country, where there are no roads, The Waverley 
Council is trying to give the people access to that hill by 
making Eliza-street, Blake-street, and Dover-street, but 
that does not give them direct access to the city by tram, 
as they have to walk to Rose Bay to catch the tram. I 
have read what the Tramway Commissioners say with 
regard to the proposed route, but it seems to me that the 
amount set down for resumptions is far fetched. From 
Curlewis-street to Hardy-street the proposed resumptions 
are not required. On top of the hill there are further 
resumptions. The only resumption I can see is a little 
piece of land from Hardy-street, running into Portland- 
street. Then go to the Ostrich Farm Estate, running 
diagonally from Peel-street through the Ostrich Farm site. 
The farm site is built on, and it is impossible to get through 
there. 

65. What is the alternative?—To go along Peel-street, 
follow it to Derby-street, and turn up Derby-street. There 
is a piece of land owned by me which I am prepared to 
dedicate to the Tramway Commissioners. free of co,t, to 
give them access to the South Head Road if they will pay 
the cost of transfer. There should be only three small 
resumiptions in the whole route. 

66. Have you considered your proposed route from the 
point of view of the construction of the tram as far as 
grades and curves are concerned !—Yes. There would be 
a bit of cutting in Hardy-street, but that would bea benefit 
and not # detriment, because the stone is hard, yellow block 
stone, which can be used for ballasting the line or for back- 
ing up. If they did not want to use it they could dispose 
of it to the local council. The council would take, at the 
current rates which they pay for ballast, every bit of stone 
the Commissioners could quarry. I consider the possibility 
of a couple of sharp curves. The engineers could get over 
those by widening the curves. There is one at the inter- 
section where the tramline comes from Hardy-street to 
Portland-street, and where it swings round at Peel-street 
running into Derby-street. That might mean a small re- 
sumption through setting an allotment of 150 feet back to 
140 feet. A lot could be saved in the matter of construc- 
tion by allowing a sum of money for the cutting through 
Hardy-street. 
where else. It is all easy going until they come to the 
point where they would intersect with the Old South Head 
road, There may be a small bit of cutting there, but the 


There would be very little excavation any-. 


same thing will apply there as at Hardy-street, as they 
could use every bit of ballast from the cutting for the 
formation of the track. If they extended the route to 
Nielsen Park they would join up two of the finest seaside 
resorts in the metropolitan area—Nielsen Park and Bondi 
Beach. The revenue on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays 
alone would amply pay for the construction of the line. 
An enormous number of people travel backwards and for- 
wards from Bondi to Watson’s Bay by motor buses and 
other vehicles on holidays. With direct access by means 
of a tram, that would be one of the finest pleasure trips in 
Sydney. If that line were constructed you could complete 
a circuit. You could go from Sydney to Manly, from 
Manly by ferry steamer to Watson’s Bay—which will come 
about in the next few months—from Watson’s Bay to 
Bondi, from Bondi to Coogee, from Coogee to Maroubra 
Bay, and then back to Sydney by tram. I admit that the 
population in the area at the present time is very small, 
but if there was an inducement offered in the form of a 
tramway the population would growin no time. At the pre- 
sent time there are about twenty-eight to forty houses being 
constructed, but not actually on the route. That is because 
there are motor buses running along the OJd South Head 
road ; and, if dilapidated motor-buses can pay, surely a 
tram would pay. Both Bondi and Coogee are built upon, 
and the people must find means of settlement in the 
eastern suburbs. The eastern suburbs today are not 
what they were a few years ago. They have developed 
into one of the finest suburbs around Sydney. From the 
top of the hill you have a panoramic view of the whole of 
the harbour and up the Parramatta River. 

67. Do you kuow what number of buses are now 
plying on the Old South Head road from.the Watson’s 
Bay district to Bondit— There are five on the Old South 
Head road via Bellevue Hill and two on the Dover.road 
via Bondi. 

68. Every day? 
only run during the summer months. 
been running for the last nine months. 

69. What is their average capacity 1—I cannot say, but 
IT know that I have always tostand up unless I can get in at 
the terminus. On Sunday it is impossible to get on the 
bus ; in faet it is dangerous to do so. 

70. Where does the Saturday and Sunday traffic 
mainly go to!—To Bondi Beach. On Saturday and Sun- 
day morning there is a great number of children in the 
buses. At Onslow-street 1 have seen the busman at the 
back at the bus pushing them in with his hand ts get 
more in. That is in the early morning, but it is worse in 
the afternoon. This tramway will induce people to travel, 
because they will know that it will run to a set time-table, 
aud that is not the case with the buses. They know that 
at present they can get over in the morning, but they do 
not know whether they can get back at night. Sometimes 
people who wish to return to Watson’s Bay have to taxe a 
tram into the city and go home by boat. 

71. Have you given any consideration to another route 
swinging round from the existing Bondi terminus to Ben 
Buckler, along the Military-road and joining with the pro- 
posed line now before the Committee at about a mile dis- 
tant ’—Yes, and [ do not object to that route. That 
would be the finest route as a tourist route. Between the 
Military-road and the New South Head-road there is a vast 
piece of country to be served. If the tram run on top of 
the hill at Military-road it would serve the portion between 
the Military-road and the ocean and the land on the western 


Every day, except that the two buses 
The others have 


818 


Witness—J. 'l, Barracluff, 9 May, 1923. 


side, bat the people in the centre would have to walk ip 
the hill. If the tram went through the cenfre it would get 
all that traffic. That would also help North Bondi. The 
only objection is that you would not get another section of 
tram fares out of it, I may say that I have no axe to 
grind in this matter. ‘The whole of the Ostrich farm 
Mstate has been sold, and I own only the block which the 
farm house stands on. I have no Jand there which would 
benefit by the tramway. The piece of land I would be pre- 
pared to give the Commissioners free of cost is about two 
acres, and is land which could not be built upon. 

72. Mr. Doe.| Can you form any estimate as to what 
the resumptions would run into along the route, with such 
deviation as you suggest ?—I should not think the resump- 
tions would cost more than £1,000. I think that £25,000 
is far fetched. I will not question the estimate placed 
before the Committee by the ‘Tramway authorities, but I 
think it is excessive. 

73. Chairman.| It was not the tramway authorities 
who made the estimate, but Mr. Hutchinson, the Chief 
Engineer?—He knows more about that business than I do, 
but having been born in the locality T cannot see where he 
is going to take the resumptions, At the present time the 
land can be bought for £2 or £3 per foot. It is not valued 
at more than that by the Valuer-General. Some people are 
selling land at £6 per foot on long terms, but that is an 
inflated valuation. 

74. Mr, Doe.] They are getting it, however ?—They are 
getting it from people who are prepared to put down a £5 
note as a deposit, and who will have to “carry the baby ” 
for the next five years. The Valner-General’s estimate of 
the Jand is not more than £2 a foot. 

75, Are you an alderman ?—Yes, I am an alderman of 
the boroughs of Waverley and Woollahra. 

76. You say the builders of the line would be recouped 
by the sale of stone?—Yes. There would be a certain 
amount of stone hewn out form the cutting, which some 
might regard as rubbish, but it is good stuff. There is a 
stratum: of stone running through Hardy-street, right 
through to tbe cliff. It is yellow block stone, and after it 
is exposed to the weather for ten days, it is like flint, At 
present our council cannot get ballast for new roads, and it 
would be pleased to purchase any ballast that was not used 
by the Tramway people. 

77. Do you think there would be an excess of stone over 
the requirements for the tramway ?—I do. ‘The tramway 
uses mostly blue metal, but it could use a lot of this ballast 
in place of blue metal, because it gets as hard as blue metal. 
It is not like the ordinary frecstone. It is recommended 
by all architects, for it hardens with age. 

78. Have you any idea of the value of that stone per 
cubic yard ?— About 4s. 6d. 

79. Delivered where you require it?—No; on the spot. 
And a tip cart usually holds only 22 cubic feet, instead 
of 27. 

80. Mr. Drummond.| You do not agree with the state- 
ment by the Manager of the tramways that the people who 
reside south of Merriverie-road are amply served by the 
existing Bellevue Hill tram ?—They are not amply served, 
but they are well served. JI am content to leave that area 
out. 


81. The reason you advocate the proposed line is because - 


in your opinion it runs more directly through the area to 
he served, and would serve a greater area on each side of 
the line !—Quite so. 

82. Mr. Travers.| Have you expressed the opinion that 
the cost of the line is rather high, and that too much has 
been allowed by the. Department for excavation and 
cutting ?—Yes., 

83. What had you in mind as to the amount the Depart- 
tent has allocated for cutting 1—I cannot remember. 

84, According to the statement of Mr. Hutchinson, the 
Chief Engineer, the excavations and cuttings amount to 
£1,482, and the excavation in roads to £1,676 19s., or a 
total of £3,158 19s.?—I thought it was more than that. 

85. That would represent about 65 per ec nt, of the 
total cost ?—That is not excessive. 


0 


86. I undeistand that you suggest leaving the propcsed 
route, proceeding along York-street, then along Peel street 
to Derby street, and then to link up with the proposed 
terminus ?/—Yes. 

87. You suggest that that would save a gcod many 
resumptions ?—Yes. The same thing would apply to the 
suggested Military-road route, for the rcad is already built. 

88. You know the district between the Old South Head 
road and the Watson’s Bay tram line?—Yes. 

89. Roughly speaking, the Old South Head road would 
be half a mile from the tram ?—From the Old South Head 
road to the New South Head road would be about half a 
mile. 

30. Is that portion of the district densely popula'ed !— 
It is. I do not suppose you could buy an allotment of land 
between the Old and the New South Head roads. 

91. Is there much settlement in the district between the 
Old South Head road and the route of the proposed tram ? 
On the Eastern side of the Old South Head road the 
settlement is practically the same as on the western side in 
close proximity to the Old South Head road, There are 
eight cottages in the course of construction. 

92. Is there much settlement right in the centre of the 
district as a whole?—That is where the settlement is 
coming now, - 

98. Is there much settlement on the eastern side of the 
proposed line towards the ocean !/—From the Military road 
there are about ten cottages. 

94. Is there much settlement round about Curlewis-street 
and Sophia-street !— Yes, the place is rapidly filling up. 

95. Lf the line were constructed do you think it would 
encourage settlement ?—I am positive it would, 

96. The tramway authorities estimate the revenue at 
about £2,000 per annum, A certain portion of that would 
be from tourist traffic, and the remainder would be from 
local traftic 1—That would be easily doubled or even trebled, 
£2,000 is a very small estimate of revenue in linking up 
two such big centres. 

97. What about the values of the land which is outside 
the influence of the existing tram lines ?—The values are 
rising every day. I sold the residue of the Ostrich Farm 
Estate six months ago to a firm of auctioneers, Norman 
Gill & Co., for £4 a foot ; they have since sold every block 
at £7 a foot. Three months ago Lance Giddings had a 
sale of land at the top of Blake-street ; there were 187 
blocks. There is not one block available now, and they 
averaged about £6 a foot, 

-98. Mr. Hutchinson, the Chief Engineer, states :— 

I got an estate agent to go over the line, and after inspecting it 
he estimated the necessary resumptions at £25,000. 
I understand that you look upon that as excessive !—TI do, 

99. Do you know the route of the proposed line from 
where it starts right up to the Ostrich Farm sufliciently well 
to justify you in assuming that the cost of resumptions 
would be only £1,000 ?—I think £1,000 would be ample to 
cover any resumptions, 

100. Mr. Burke.| Where do you think the main traffic 
would be drawn from?—An enormous traflic would be 
drawn from Watson’s Bay, and a big traflic from along the 
route. 

101. Would the traffic from Watson’s Bay be settled 
residents or holiday traflic?—Both. The same thing would 
apply to Bondi. 

102. What would induce people to come from Watson’s 
Bay to Bondi, seeing that there are bathing facilities at 
Watson’s Bay ?— But there is no surf, The two pleasure 
resorts are totally different. 

103. Would tourists go to Watson’s Bay and then to 
Bondi for the surfing ?—No, but to see the two sights. 

104. So you consider this line could be made a successful 
venture by reason of the tourist traffic !—You would g t 
a b'g revenue from the tourist traflic alone. 

105. What sort of settlement would arise over the 
route!—A big settlement. Within twelve months from 
the constrution of the lire the whole length of the line 
would be built upon, 
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106. What inducement would paople hive to settle in 
that particular area ?—Access to the city. ‘hatis all they 
want. 

107. Is thereany other partof Bondiazcessible and suitable 
for building on?—-Not for homesteads. The land adjacent 
to Bondi Beach is too expensive for the ordinary home- 
seeker ; besides it is low-lying, and many people are afraid of 
the shifting sand. Every block of Jand on the estates on 
the top of the hill which were s»ld recently were snapped 
up, because people thought they were getting them at a 
reasonable price, but I do not agree with that. 

108. Do you think that area suitable for working men’s 
homes ?—They are all working men’s homes. 

109. Is there any danger of land values being unduly 
inflated by the construction of the tram!—No; there is 
not much vacant land to get inflated. There are no big 
areas for subdivision. Most of the blocks are owned by 
individuals. There are two little subdivisions. 

110. The Commissioners estimate there will be a revenue 
of £2,000 ; that means that 1,400 two-penny fares per day 
will have to be taken to make up that revenue, apart from 
the loss of £5,600, so there will have to be carried on an 
average 2,600 two-penny passengers per day ; do you think 
that can be accomplishod !—I do. 

111. And you think it could be done mainly by the 
tourist traffic?—Yes, I have inside information that the 
Sydney Ferries Company contemplates linking up Manly 
with Watson’s Bay, and also Rose Bay. That will greatly 
benefit both Manly and Watson’s Bay. 


112. You think that 2,600 passengers per day is a 
noninil estimate ?—I think it is a very low estimate. 

113. Mr. Cameron.| You say that £1,000 should cover 
the cost of resumptions ; if the Commissioners resume the 
area from Palmer-street to Derby-street, which is built on, 
how far would £1,000 go to resume that area?—That 
would probably cost £12,000. When I said £1,000, I 
meant that the line should follow the road. 

114. If the line were constructed along the route the Com- 
mittee is considering, what in your opinion would the 
resumptions amount to?—God only knows, I would not 
like to foot the bill. 

115. Would the estimate of £25,000 be right or wrong ? 
—It would be close to that if they stick to the present 
route. 

116. Chairman | I suppose you are assuming that, by 
going along a dedicated road, they can get practicable 
curves and practicable grades ?—J am not an engineer, but 
I say that if you can run a tram line along the South Head 
road you can run a tram line along the dedicated road. 

117. Mr. Camzron.| Can you suggest why the Commis- 
sioners have adopted the route now before the Committee ? 
—-In my opinion they have done so for the purpose of 
giving the demand for a tramway “ the knock.” 

118. Chairman.] You have no right to make such an 
insinuation. You are insulting the intelligence and ability 
of highly competent public officers, whose reputation is at 
stake. 

(The witness was then desired to withdraw.) 


FRIDAY, 10 AUGUST, 1923, 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHAiRMaN). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francois Micuarn Burke, Esa. 


WitiiamM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DruMMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing 
Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


David Hunter, fruit merchant, Denham-street, Bondi, 
sworn, and examined :— 


119. Chairman.] Do you favour the proposed tramway ? 
—Yes. I think it would be the most suitable route to 
serve the people who will settle there. There are not 
many people there at present, but eventually it will 
become thickly populated. 


120. You do not consider either of the alternative lines 
as being as suitable as the proposed line?—No. The pro- 
posed line would be the most convenient one. 


121. The official evidence is that the tract of country 
which would be served by the proposed line is fairly well 
settled at each end, that is, half a mile from the Bellevue 
Hill line and half a mile from the junction with the 
Watson’s Bay line, but that the intervening portion is 
sparsely settled. Do you agree with that?—Yes. About 
Murriverie-road as far as the Avenue there is a big 
population which would use the line. We hope that a big 
land sale will be held there very soon. All the land from 
the General Post Office to Murriverie-road is occupied, 
and we think if large sections of land were thrown open 
to the public, houses would very soon be erected there. 


122. Is not the district along the whole course of the 
proposed line already pretty well subdivided?—There are 
places, such as the sandhills, which have not yet been 
dealt with—that is at the southern end of the proposed 
line. 

123. Would not those sandhills be within reasonable 
distance of the existing tramway?—No. The tramway is 
some distance away. The Council passed a sum of £150 
to place a strip of asphalt from Hastings-road, so as to 
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avoid the necessity of people having to walk right round 
by the side of the sandhills. That would shorten the 
journey by about one-half. 


124. How far from the centre of the sandhills is it to 
the intersection of Curlewis and Sophia streets?—I think 
it would be a little under a mile. 


125. Have you considered what tourist traffic there 
would be along that line if built, and in what direction 
it would go. The tramway officials state there would be 
a certain amount of tourist traffic, but only for a few 
months of the year. From your personal observation, 
have you seen much tourist traffic from that district to 
the beach?—At present that route is not opened up. 
Hardy-street is not even formed, so that no traffic would 
go along there. But if the Old South Head road is put in 
proper order a good deal of traffic would come that way. 


126. Have you noticed any motor traffic of that kind?— 
I have noticed a good many people from that direction 
going to the baths and to the surf. 


127. Have you noticed that a considerable amount of 
resumption of private property would be necessary ’—No. 
There may be some resumptions necessary. 


128. The financial position is: The interest on the cost 
of construction, together with the working, amounts to 
£7,699; the estimated revenue, £2,000; leaving a net 
annual loss of £5,699?—I feel sure that in a very short 
time after the construction of the tramline those figures 
would not be of any value. As soon as the tramway 
goes there and the Government opens up the sandhills I 
have no doubt buildings will go up there like umbrellas 
on a wet day. 


820 


Witnesses—-D. Hunter and W. R. Weekes, 10 August, 1923. 


129. Do you think there would be any traffic from the 


Bondi district to the Vaucluse-Watson’s Bay district ?— 
Yes. It would be a good road for tourists. 

130. Do you think there is any likelihood of an inter- 
change of traffic from the Bondi end with the Watson’s 
Bay end?—Yes. If the tramway were built along the 
‘Military-road it would mean that the people at the bottom 
would have to climb a steep hill to get to it. 

131. You think they would only get traffic from one 
side of the line?—I think it would not serve the people as 
well as the proposed route. 


Walter Ross Weekes, hotelkeeper, Market and Castlereagh 
streets, Sydney, sworn, and examined :— 


132. Mr. Burke.] Are you in favour of the construction 
of the proposed tramway /—Yes, I think it would serve the 
people there. As a pioneering line it would induce much 
settlement. 

133. Have you a thorough knowledge of the district ?— 
Yes. JI live on the northern end of Bondi Beach. 

134. From where do you think the main traffic will be 
drawn in the event of the tramway being constructed /— 
There will be a lot of traffic along the line, because it 
goes right through the heart of the land. The Old South 
Head road, near the golf links, is served by motor-buses 
now. On Sundays and holidays they run from Rose Bay 
to Bondi Beach. There is a quarter or half hourly ser- 
vice, I think the proposed route would be the best one. 
Motor-buses convey people along the South Head road to 
the Ostrich Farm. 

135. Do you think the tract of country between Bondi 
and Watson’s Bay is suitable for workmen’s dwellings ?— 
Yes. The land is high, but when you get on the top of the 
hill it is fairly level. 

136. Do you know anything about land values ?—Yes. 
I know a young man who wished to buy a block of land. 
He could not get any land cheaper than £6 a foot-—that 
was between York-street and Blake-street. 

137. That is near the Watson’s Bay tramline?—Yes. 

138. Would land on that side be more valuable than on 
the Bondi side?—I think it would be dearer at the Bondi 
end. At the last land sale £13 10s. per foot was the 
cheapest land sold. 

139. You are of opinion that that area would be well 
settled?-Yes, because it is so handy to town compared 
with the western suburbs. I do not know any other suburb 
that has gone ahead to the extent that North Bondi has 
in the last three or four years. 

140. Do you think there will be a big tourist traffic over 
the line?—I think so. A lot of people would go along 
the Military-road sight-seeing. The land is very high 
there, and an excellent view is obtainable from there of 
the harbour and the ocean. 

141. That would not be very far from the Bondi surf ?— 
It is a good distance; possibly a mile and a half. 

142. Are you of opinion that people going to Bondi 
would be likely to take a further trip to Watson’s Bay ?— 
Yes, 

143. From your general knowledge of the district, are 
you of opinion that there will be sufficient settlement to 
warrant the construction of this tramline, taking into 
consideration also the tourist traffic?—Yes. All the avail- 
able space on the flat country is built on. 

144. Are you of opinion that without the tourist traffic 
it would pay ?—Yes. 

145. It is estimated the line will cost £48,921. The 
Commissioners estimate the working expenses and in- 
terest at £7,600, and the revenue at £2,000 a year, 
Jeaving an annual loss of £5,699. Two thousand six hun- 
dred 2d. fare passengers per day would have to be carried 
in order to make it a paying proposition. Do you think 
that within a reasonable number of years that is lhkely to 
take place?—Yes. The Bellevue Hill line originally did 
not pay, but it is a good paying proposition now. I think 
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resumptions cost more than any of the other lines around 
Sydney. A good portion of the line went through private 
property. 

146. You are of opinion that, in view of the unique 
sights, traffic from Bondi and also from Watson’s Bay 
would go on the heights?—Yes. It is one of the highest 
parts on the coast. 

147. Do you think there is any danger of land yalucs. 
being unduly inflated in the event of the line being passed? 
—No. 

148. Have you noticed any considerable improvement, 
in land values within the last few years/—Yes. Sixteen 
years ago I bought land for 35s. a foot, now I can get 
£35 a foot for it. The land on which Hotel Bondi was 
built was sold to Resch’s Brewery for £22 10s. per foot; 
now it is worth £120 a foot. 

149. What is operating to increase the price of land ?— 
The surf at Bondi Beach and the general surroundings. 
If the Council spend £100,000 on the beautification of 
Bondi I do not know where the people will go who wish to 
live there. They cannot get houses or flats there in the 
summer time. tj eaad pel 

150. What sort of business is done by the motor-buses 
operating there?—Good business. 

151. How many buses are running?—I eannot 
There is a 7 minutes’ service from North Bondi to the 
Railway Station. 

152. I mean the service which goes towards the Ostrich 
Farm ?—When they first put the service on it went as tar 
as Dover-road. The people petitioned for an extension, 
and now those running the motor service are glad of that 
extension, because it pays very well. 

153. In your opinion the line, if constructed, would be 
a paying proposition within a reasonable period ’—Yes. 

154. Mr. Mahony.] Do you think the passengers who 
use the motor service from Rose Bay would use the tram 
if constructed’—Yes. The motor-buses go right along 
Curlewis-street and Old South Head road; but this tram- 
way would take passengers from the centre. 

155. If a tramway were constructed, it would not 
interfere with the passengers at present carried by the bus 
at Rose Bay?—No, I do not think so. It would serve 
a different population altogether. On Sundays and holi- 
days thousands of people go from Watson’s Bay to Bondi 
by that line. 

156. Mr. Travers.| Have you given any consideration 
to the two routes marked blue on the plan ?—Yes. 
157. What advantage has the route marked red, the pro- 
posed line, over the routes marked in blue?—It gets into 
touch with more people; it serves the district better. The 
Military-road line would be a long way from the people 

in the middle of that district. 

158. Take the other route, marked No. 1, on the western 
side of the route marked red?—That is the motor-bus 
trathe road at present. 

159. What road does the No. I route traverse =i 
O'd South Head road. 

160. What distance would the Old South Head road 
be at its widest point from the proposed route?—About 
half a mile. 

161. Would not the buses which now run along the Old 
South Head road cater fairly well for that trafiie?—There 
are people between that line and the coast to be considered 
also, 

162. Is there much settlement within the proposed line 
and the coast Not at present. When the streets are made 
and the people can get across to the tram the population 
will go there. 

163. Is the contour of the country on the western side 
of the line such that it would lend itself to easy access tu 
the proposed tramway ?—-Yes, 

164. From where along that road would you expect to- 
get most settlement if the proposed tramway were built ?— 
About the centre, and espceially akout Murriverie-road 
and Collins-street. 

165, Is not Murriverie-road now 
access of the Bellevue Hill line’—No, 
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within reasonable 


166. How far would it be from Murriverie-road and 
Sophia-street to the nearest point of the Bellevue Hill 
line?—About three-quarters of a mile, and there arc 
peopte right at the top of the Military-road. 

167. Between Bondi, where this tram leaves the exist- 
ing line and links up with the Watson’s Bay line, is there 
anything in common in those districts which would bring 
about an interchange of traflie?—They would do the round 
trip. There is a glorious view to be obtained from the 
heights right up the harbour. 

168. You were speaking about land values, and you 
said £6 a foot was about the lowest price offering. When 
the Mayor of Waverley, Mr. Kavanagh, was giving cvi- 
dence he was asked by Mr. Doe: 

You have said that the land required for resumption pur- 
poses would be worth about £4 a foot. Have you any idea 
as to the length ?—No. 

It has been said that the resumptions would cost about 
£25,000. Can you give us an idea on that point?—From 
York-street to Derby-street the land is worth about £2 a 
foot, and from Murriverie-road to the Military-road it would 
average £4. If the tram were constructed the land would 
be worth anything from £15 to £20 a foot. 

Do you agree with Mr. Kavanagh that land can now be 
obtained in and around York-street and Derby-street for 
the prices given ?—Yes. 

169. Would you say that you could purchase land around 
about Murriverie-road, which is quite adjacent to the 
existing tramline, for about 4 per foot on an average ?— 
No. I do not think you would get it at £6 a foot. 

170. If this line were constructed would you expect any- 
thing like as good results, from the point of view of 
settlement, as are now obtained from a similar length of 
the Watson’s Bay lne—I mean in the district Just north 
of the Golf Links?—We would get a good population on 
the southern side. They would build there before they 
would build at the Watson’s Bay end. 

171. The opinion of the Railway Commissioners on the 
line is as follows :— 

It is a very difficult matter to determine the approximate 
amount of revenue likely to be derived on the this route, 
but for a considerable period there would not be any inter- 
mediate trafic. There would be a certain amount of tourist 
traffic, but only for a few months of the year. Traffic of a 
local nature would only be derived from the extreme ends of 
the new line, and as the districts concerned have nothing 
in common, except a certain amount of surf bathing at 
Bondi, there would, it is considered, be very little cause for 
an interchange of traffic. 

Do you agree with that?—There would be a big inter- 
change of traftic. 

172. Take the point where this tram leaves the existing 
service at Curlewis-street, and going along as far as 
Murriverrie-road, which is within easy aceess of that line, 
is that fairly well settled now ?—Yes. 

173. Do yot' know the Vaucluse end, where the proposed 
line would link up with the Watson’s Bay line, taking 
half a mile from the line going towards Bondi; is that 
fairly well settled ?—Yes. 

174. You think that if this line were constructed you 
would get the same amount of settlement along the road? 
—Yes. 

175. Mr. Doe.| Do you think that, taking into considera- 
tion the suecess of motor-buses in competition with tram- 
ways, if this line were built the motor-buses would come 
into competition with it when the streets you speak of 
are properly made to such an extent as to destroy largely 
the earning capacity of the tram?—I think the motor- 
buses will drive the trams off the street in a few years. 

176. You have heard what the cost of the line is esti- 
mated to be? The working expenses anil the interest are 
estimated at £7,699. The revenue, as far as can be judged, 
will ke £2,600, or practieally one-third of the ecst of run- 
ning tke line. In view of that, and the motor-bus com- 
petition, do you think this will be a reasonable proposition 
to recommend to Parliament to construct?—I do not. I 
cannot see how the trams are going to compete with the 
buses, 
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Witnesses ~.W. R. Weekes and T. Fairweather, 10 August, 1923. 
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Thomas Fairweather, Deputy. Mayor cf Woollahra, 28 


Bondi-road, Waverley, sworn, and examined :— 

177. Mr. Travers.] Are you in favour of the proposed 
line marked red on the map?—No; I favour the line 
marked No. 1. 

178. What advantage has that route over that marked 
in red ?—In the first place it will go past shopping property 
on both sides of the Old South Head road, and it is the 
intention of the Golf Club, who have frontages on the 
Old South Head road, to sell allotments there. Conse- 
quently you will get traffic on the Old South Head road 
from the junction of O’Sullivan-road and the Old South 
Head road right to the junction with the Vaucluse tram 
at practically the old lighthouse, opening up a big stretch 
of country. If the line proposed, marked red, were con- 
structed, people along the Old South Head road must 
climb up a very steep hill to get to the tram. But if the 
line were constructed were I suggest the people to the 
east would come down the hill to the tram. It also offers 
the advantage that people can get to the railway com- 
fortably. People could get from Vaucluse to the railway 
via Oxford-strect. 

179. How far would the line which you recommend be 
from the existing Watson’s Bay line?—The distance be- 
tween the route I favour and the Rose Bay tram line 
would be about a quarter of a mile. 

180. Would that not mean that the line you favour 
would compete to a very large extent with the existing 
Watson’s Bay line?—Not very largely, because you’ are 
catering for the east side towards the ocean. If that line 
is constructed you are catering for all the upper portion. 

181. Would not the people living on the eastern side, 
towards the ocean, have to walk a considerable distance to 
your line?—Not a considerable distance. 

182. The district from the Old South Head road to the 
Rose Bay tram line is fairly well settled now?—Fairly 
well, but it is not congested yet. 

183. Do you know what area the proprietors of the Golf 
Links are likely to cut up?—I could not say. 

184. For about half a mile of its distance the line vou 

suggest skirts the eastern side of the Golf Links ?—That 
is true. 
' 185. So that it would not get any revenue from that 
side at all?—I would not like to say that. The very fact 
of people going to the eastern suburbs from Surry Hills 
direction to the Golf Links shows that it affords certain 
facilities, 

186. Has your Council this proposal under econsidera- 
tion ?’—Yes, for two or three years, and the concensus of 
opinion at that time was in favour of the Old South Head 
road extension. 

187. The cfficial evidence given by Mr. Cooper states 
that: 

In September, 1922, a communication was received from 

the Town Clerk, Waverley, through the Members for the 
district, to the effect that as the result of a conference the 
Waverley, Woollahra, and Vauciuse municipalities had de- 
cided that the route which would be most advantageous and 
serve all interests would be from the intersection of Sophia 
and Curlewis streets, Waverley, via Ifardy-street, to the 
intersection of Murriverrie-road to Blake-street, thence 
Murriverrie-road to connect with Old South Head road at a 
peint between Derby and Palmer streets, thence to New 
South Ilead road, near the Shaftesbury Institute. 
That is really the route marked in red before the Com- 
mittee?—I think that refers to the inquiry conducted by 
Mr. Flowers. It was not unanimous by any means. There 
were representatives from Waverley, Woollahra, and Wat- 
son’s Bay municipalities. Waverley favoured it, and so 
did Watson’s Bay, but Woollahra did not. 

188. Myr, Hutchinson was asked the questicn: 

Ts the route which those three municinaliiies suggested 

identical with the route now before the Committee?—It is 
the same route. 
So that it would appear that the three municipalities have 
arranged amongst themselves and decided that the route 
marked red would be the kest route to serve the whole of 
the district 2—I think there is an error there. 
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Witnesses -.T. Fairweather, 10 August, and F, Davison, 13 August, 1923. 


189. Further it is stated: 


On 21st September, 1922, a deputation from the Waverley, 
Woollahra, and Vaucluse Councils, accompanied by Messrs. 
R. E. O’Halloran and H. Goldstein, Ms.L.A., waited on the 
present Minister (Mr. Ball) to urge the early construction 
of the tramway via Sophia and Hardy streets. It was 
stated by the deputation that the various Councils concerned 
had unanimously decided that the route along Sophia and 
Harvey streets should be adopted; this route would serve a 
very large population and would be reproductive almost 
immediately. Mr. Ball, in reply, stated that he was pre- 
pared to give effect to the promise made by his predecessor, 
and the proposal would be placed before the Public Works 
Committee when it was formed for ‘consideration and 
report. 


—I cannot explain that. 


190. Are you fairly well acquainted with the district 
concerned ’-—-Yes. I have been living there for sixty-four 
years. 


191. Is there plenty of land available in the vicinity of 
the line for building purposes ?—Yes, there is a good deal. 


192. The cost of resumptions on the proposed line is 
astimated at £25,000, Would you care to offer an opinion 
whether the cost of resumptions on the line you propose 
would be anything like that amount ’?—It would be nothing 
at all, because the line would be carried along the main 
road. 


193. Would the line which you recommend be in such a 
position as to fully serve the settlement, say, for about 
three-quarters of a mile or a mile along the coast ?—Yes. 
People on the east side would come down the hill towards 
the tram line, 


194. What about land values?—They fluctuate very con- 
siderably. Land at North Bondi is valued at from £6 
to £8 a foot. JI know some land in Curlewis-street which 
changed hands recently at £5, that is, along the Bellevue 
Hill line. Along the Old South Head road there has been 
a good deal of building, and values there would be from 
£10 to £14 a foot. 

195. Taking the’ land say to the north of Murriverie- 
road along the course of the proposed line, what would it 
be worth?—Anything from £4 to £8 a foot, according to 
its position, The sandy parts at the top would probably 
fetch between £3 and £4. 

196. In the event of the line being constructed along the 
Old South Head road, do you think the motor-bus would 
be an active competitor with the line?—I do not think 
Motor-buses will be competitors wherever you go. At 
the present time they earry the traffic there, and provide 
the only means of getting from Bondi Junction to Rose 
Bay on the Old South Head road side. Those buses are 
doing exceedingly well on that side. The buses going from 


sd. 


Bondi Junction to the railway are doing very fine busi- 


ness, 

197. Would not the people along the Old South Head 
road be well served by the proposed line marked red?— 
No. 

198. But they would be within a quarter of a mile of it? 
—Yes. 

199. Would not the people who would have to walk 
down the hill to your line have to walk up the hill when 
going home’—They would in many cases, but there are a 


‘good many living on the west side, and they would be 


benefited. 


MONDAY, 13 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarrMay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. - 
Francis MicuarL, Burks, Esa. 


Wits Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Dayip Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


‘The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing 
Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay systems, via Hardy and Sophia streets. 


Alderman Frederick Davison, estate agent, Vaucluse, 


sworn, and examined :— 


200. Chairman.] Have you a statement to make 
regarding the proposed tramway ’—Yes. The area in the 
vicinity of: Hardy-street and Military-road as far as the 
ostrich farm will never be built upon until it is given 
tramway facilities. People who have bought land out 
there will not build on it until there is a tramway some- 
where near. Persons wishing to visit the district by tram 
from the eastern suburbs must pass through the city. 
There is a very good prospect of a ferry service between 
Watson’s Bay and Manly being established. A gathering 
representative of the municipalities interested has dis- 
cussed the matter and the mayor and myself have inter- 
viewed the manager of the Sydney Ferries, who stated, 
without committing himself, that there is a very fair 
prospect of the ferry being started possibly next summer. 
That means that people will be able to travel from Manly to 
Watson’s Bay by ferry, and, if the proposed tramway is 
constructed, from Watson’s Bay to the eastern suburbs 
by tram, and the other way about. We should then have 
an outer circle line of communication, which is one of the 
biggest arguments in favour of the proposed tramway. 
Whether the tram goes along Hardy-street or Military- 
road does not seem to matter much. I do not see why the 
tramway should not be taken along Laguna-street, at Vau- 
cluse Heights, which will be 66 feet wide, and so connect 
up with th Watson’s Bay tram. This will avoid con- 
siderable land and cottage resumption between Old: South 


Head-road and New South Head-road. There is going 
to be a big business centre in this district. 

201. In the official report submitted to the Committee 
by the Under-Secretary for Public Works, it is stated that 
the district to be served by the proposed line is fairly well 
settled for a certain distance at each end, but that dis- 
trict is practically served either by the existing Bondi 
Bellevue Hill tram or the existing Watson’s Bay tram. 
What is your opinion in regard to that?—I do not agree 
with it. There is a much further distance to be served. 


902. Which of the three routes as shown on the official 
plan do you favour?—The intermediate one that is, the 
route along the old Military-road. Such a line would 
serve by far the most land. 


203. Would the traific that you consider would come 
to the tram be of much financial assistance to it+—Yes. 
For years I lived in other cities, and I am sure that the 
suburbs of Sydney are not well served by trams. ‘The 
Tramway department is too often inclined to say “No” 
when it is asked to put down a new tramway, with the 
result that we have motor-buses competing with our 
tramways, 


204. The department points out that the annual expenses 
of the proposed tramway, including interest and working 
expénses, would amount to £7,699, while the estimated 
annual revenue is only £2,000, leaving a loss of £5,699 ?— 
That would be in the near future. It would not be long 
before there was a great improvement. 
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205. Is the district affeeted by the proposed line now 
well served by motor-buses?—A_ half-hourly motor bus 
runs along the Old South Head road, but it is an awful 
service. It is frequent enough, but the kind of vehicle 
and the sort of ride are not all right. A good deal of 
revenue would be obtained from around Hopetoun-avenue. 
By turning the tram into Hopetoun-avenue a good deal 
of traffic would be obtained and the district would be 
served well. 

206. It is stated officially that it will cost £25,000 to 
resume land through which the proposed tramway would 
pass. Do you consider that that is a reasonable sum for 
resumptions‘—There would be some engineering difficul- 
ties, say if the tram were constructed along the red line, 
as shown on the plan, but why not turn the tramway 
down. There are some yery nice cottages in Palmer-street. 
Why not take the line down Peel-street, and turn up 
Derby-street. It seems to me too many unnecessary resump- 
tions are proposed, including part of the old ostrich farm. 
If you take the tram along Old South Head-road from 
Derby-street to Laguna-street no resumption would ke 
necessary. 

207. Is it your opinion that the tramway could be 
satisfactorily laid without so much resumption as_ the 
Committee is given to understand is necessary /—Yes. 
There can be no reason for resumption between Palmer- 
street and Derby-street. 

208. Do you consider that the proposed line would 
become a paying one within reasonable time?—Yes. The 
Rose Bay district is full. There is practically no building 
jand there. New cottages are beginning to climb the hill. 
You can now get only an odd vacant block around Rose 
Bay. Most of the land along the proposed route has been 
subdivided, although the plan before the Committee does 
not show it. There are only one or two fairly large 
allotments. Land owners, before they build, are waiting 
for the tram to come. 

209. Do you feel confident that the tramway would 
make up the leeway mentioned in the official report within 
a reasonable time’?—Yes, well within three years it would 
become a paying line, or very Close to it. 

210. Mr. Travers.| Do you remember the proposed tram- 
way being considered by the Vaucluse Municipal Council ? 
—Yes. They approved of it, although it is not in Vaucluse. 

211. Mr. Mahony.| What is the value of land near 
York-street /—It is being sold at up to £4 a foot. 

212. Is that the cheapest land in the district to be 
served by -the tramway?—No. Some people have been 
holding on to their land. Some want £5 to £7 per foot. 
At present, without the tramway, it is difficult to raise 
money there to build. Some have sold their land as low 
as £2 per foot to get rid of it. They were tired of waiting 
for the tramline to be built. ' 

213. What is the total area of land in the district not 
subdivided and affected by the line?—There is a good deal 
of it. There is not much settlement on from Murri- 
verie-street. On the flat to the west of the proposed route 
there are a number of houses, 

214. Mr. Burke.| From what population do you con- 
sider the tram would obtain revenue /—2,500 houses ought 
to be built there. 

215. How many houses are there now, say from Cur- 
lewis-street on?’—Three or four dozen on top of the hill. 

216. What do you consider is a fair distance to walk 
to the tramway ?—800 yards is the limit. 

217. Would the main revenue be obtained from people 
settled in the district?—Yes, I think so. The district is 
big enough. Settlement would largely increase. 

218. In order to make up the estimated loss of £5,000, 
700 full fares a day at 2d. a ride would have to be 
obtained. To make up the entire deficiency 2,408 passen- 
gers a day would have to ke earried. Do you think that 
is likely*—I consider the immediate revenue is over- 
stated, but as soon as the line was completed new houses 
would appear, and the revenue would quickly increase: 
The line would pay without the tourist traffic: 
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Witnesses— IF, Davisen and E, S. Sautel’e, 13 August, 1923. 
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Edwin Stanhope Sautelle, alderman of the Vaucluse Muni- 
cipal Council, and civil engineer and estate agent, 
sworn, and examined !-+ 

219. Mr. Travers.| Will you give the Committee your 
views on the proposed tramway ?—Alderman Davison and 
myself were requested by the Vaucluse Municipal Council 
to go before the Publie Works Committee and support the 
proposed tramway extension. The whole of the members 
of the Vaucluse Municipal Council are in favour of the 
tramway. At that time the Couneil favoured the pro- 
posed route. The whole of the municipality of Vaucluse 
would benefit more or less directly by the tramway ex= 
tension. In the past eighteen months 149 buildings have 
been erected at Vaucluse, 100 of which have gone up 
practically in the last nine months. The district is pro- 
gressing. In Bondi Ward, Waverley, the total number of 
buildings erected during eighteen months ending 15th 

July is 587. The municipality of Woollahra does not 

keep such records, but practically the whole of that por- 

tion east of the Golf Links would to an extent benefit by 
the tramway. Although that part is well built on, there are 
still a few available building sites. I consider that within 
the next twelve months from 800 to 1,000 houses will be 
built in the area which the proposed tramway will open up. 

By the end of twelve months I would say that, roughly, 2,000 

houses would benefit by the extension, some directly and 

some indirectly. Some of those houses would perhaps be 

a little outside the 800-yard limit. I have heard Mr. 

Davison’s evidence to-day, and my forecast of the future 

of the district influenced by the tramway is more opti- 

mistie than his. I consider that he has under-estimated 
development there. 


220. Are the 149 houses which you have stated have 
been erected at Vaucluse during the last nine months 
within easy access of the existing tramway ?—Yes, but 
they have not access to the eastern suburbs, including 
Bondi, except by means of small buses that run part of 
the way. 

221. Are those people served by the existing Watson’s 
Bay line¢—Only to Sydney. It is difficult to get across 
from there to the eastern suburbs, although there is a big 
traffic between the Vaucluse district and those suburbs. 


222. Is the district between the Old South Head road 
and the Rose Bay tram line fairly well settled?’—There is 
room for 200 or 300 more houses there. It is fairly well 
settled. 

223. Are there many houses between the Old South 
Head road and the proposed line as shown in red on the 
map ?¢-—Yes, down to Curlewis-street. 


224. Is the land settled up to Murriverie-road ?—Not 
on the ocean side. About a quarter of a mile from the 
Old South Head road it is in some places, but the cross 
streets are not taken advantage of. 


225. If the tramway were constructed as shown by the 
red line on the map, would you expect as much settlement 
as would result in the district between the Old South 
Head road and the Rose Bay tram?’—Yes. It would be 
a much more rapid development. There is settlement be- 
tween the Old South Head road and the Watson’s Bay 
tram line, but the land to be served by the proposed tram- 
way would be much more quickly settled. The figures I 
have given you show what has happened during the last 
twelve months. There would be a much greater increase 
in settlement if the line were built. 


226. Have you noticed whether many houses have been 
erected between the Old South Head road and the pro- 
posed line?—No, there are not many except at the south- 
ern end, but there are a number of inquiries for land. 
I have inquiries from people applying for mortgage 
money. Means of access is very important in connection 
with the lending of money to enable people to build. 


227. Is there any building covenant on land sold in the 
district ?—There is some. Most would provide some build~ 
ing covenant. oar “ 
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Witness—f, S. Sautelle, 13 August, 1923. 


928. What class of house is likely to be czected there— 
workmen’s or middle-class places?—Middle class, inelud- 
ing artisans’ cottages and other cottages of that kind. 
There are unskilled labourers and tramway guards living 
out there. It would be a elass of population different 
from that living at Yaucluse, where land is somewhat 
dearer. It would be difficult to get a 40-foot subdivision 
in Vaucluse, whereas there are many on this side. There 
are some 32-feet blocks. : 

229. What is the fair average value of land in the dis- 
trict, excluding the portion served by the existing tram 
line?—From £4 to £5 a foot. Most of it is worth £5 a foot, 
unless it has some extraordinary defect. Looking up from 
the bottom of the hill you could see all the houses, just 
as you can at Vaucluse. 

230. Is the contour of the country such that the tram 
would be accessible from either side?—Generally speaking, 
yes. 

231. Alderman Davison has suggested a change in the 
proposed route. Have you given attention to that?—lI 
have not had much opportunity of studying the plan, but 
the deviation proposed by Ald. Davison, while it might 
save expenditure in resumption, would add to the main- 
tenance cost. I would prefer to see the line constructed as 
designed by the Engineer at this place. 

232. Of the three routes before the Committee, Jo you 
think the centre one, shown in red on the plan, offers the 
best prospects for serving the district?—I think it does. 
The matter has been +hreshed out locally, and we are 
agreed on that. 

233. Would there be much inter-traffic between Bondi, 
Vaucluse, and Watson’s Bay ?—Yes, and there is now with- 
out the trams. 

234, What is there in common betiveen the two districts 
to create that trafiie?—People want to go down to the 
beach, and there are others who want to travel. 
has been an agitation for a ferry serviee between Manly 
and Watson’s Bay, which, if it eventuates, would cause a 
trafic between Bondi and the eastern suburbs threugh 
Watson’s Bay to Manly and the other way. ‘That will 
come in time. It will commence as a tourist traffic, and 
will develop into a business one, 

235. Mr. Doe.| Do you consider there is any likehhood 
of the estimated receipts of £2.000 being inereased within 
a reasonable time of the line being compicted?--Yea, I 
think that is a very low estimate, Another 5,000 houses 
would be built in the district. Mr. Davison has said 
2,000, but I believe that an under-estimate. The pro- 
posed tram extension would open up akout 1,900 acres of 
new country and allow five houses to the acre; it would 
mean 5,000 new residences. (Vaucluse, in addition, is 
‘nly partly built upon and comprises about 800 acres.) 

236. Chairman.] You eud Mr. Davidson have men- 
tioned that there is likely to be an interchange of traffic 
between Vaucluse and Bondi and as far as Coogee and 
Randwick. Those are marine suburbs. Apart from 
tourist trafic in the summer months to Bondi Beach 
what other traffic would there be from one marine suburb 
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to another?—There is the business traffic. People would 
travel for shopping purposes. 

237. The Committee has been informed that the east- 
ern side of the Golf Links and further out on the Old 
South Head road is becoming a shopping area ?—There is 
every indication that there will ke many shops there. 

238. Is Vaucluse deficient in shopping facilities —The 
great proportion of Vaucluse is residential, especially that 
portion surrounding the old Wentworth home. 

239. Admitting that the tram would get people going 
from Vaucluse to Bondi to shop, what back trafic would 
there be from Bondi to Vaucluse?—There would be visit- 
ing from house to house, and there would be a big park 
tratiic. People would be able to get across to the park 
without travelling. through Sydney. 

240. The tramway authorities tell us that their experi- 
ence is that when they form a track for a new tramway 
motor-buses appear in competition with the trams. If a 
good track were laid for the proposed tramway, do you 
consider motor-buses would compete with the tram ?—lf 
the tramway service were like it is now, yes, but if it were 
improved, no. It is the fault of the tramway service that 
the bus tratlie competes with it. The bus traffic should ke 
controlled in some way. 

241. Do you think a half-hourly service would be suffi- 
cient to copé with the traffic on the line?—No, it would 
be inadequate. It would require a 10-minute or quarter- 
hour service shortly after the district was opened up. 

242. Is that what you mean when you say that it is the 
fault of the tramway service that the buses compete with 
it?’—Partly that. I do not suggest incompeteney, but the 
tramway system is becoming out of date. 

243. Take the existing Bondi-Bellevue Hill line from 
the beginning of Sophia-street and going some distance 
north, would not that area be fairly well served to within 
600 yards of the existing lne?—Yes, and the development 
taking place there is evidence of what takes place when 
a tramway is constructed. 

244. Would not that take off a slice of your 1,000 acres 
as far as traffic is concerned ?’—No, I do not think so. 

245. Is it to be expected that development of this dis- 
trict would take place as fast as Vaucluse has been de- 
veloped?—I think development would be faster in this 
district, because land is not so expensive. At Vaucluse 
you have to pay as much as £10 a foot for land, unless 
you buy some land with some defect. You cannot provide 
homes for workmen or artisans at that price. You want 
land from £5 to £7 a foot, and you can get it in the dis- 
trict to be served by the proposed tramway. 

246. Do you regard that district as being the only large 
area in that part not built on to any extent? —I think is 
is the only available large area in that loeality. Workmen 
living out there have not only to pay tram fares, but every- 
pune is dearer to them because of want of access. As soon 
as a man can get a job nearer his work, where travelling is 
i expensive, he will go to it. A workman does not like 
to travel far to his work. Most prefer to walk to their 
work, 
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TUESDAY, 14 AUGUST, 1923, 


resent: — 
Tim Hox. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuan). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Trancis Micuart Burxe, Esa. 


| 


WituiAm Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the Bondi 
(via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay Systems, via Hardy and Sophia streets, 


Frank Lock, independent means, Rose Bay, sworn, and 
examined :— 


247. Chawrman.| Will you make a statement regarding 
the proposed tramway?—Yes. I am connected with the 
Rose Bay-Bondi Progress Association, which has autho- 
rised me to represent it before the Committee to-day. 
The association has compile] evidence in favour of the 
proposal, which reads as follows:—My association feels 
aggrieved that the interests of this locality have been 
so long neglected in regard to_tramway communication. 
Several surveys have been made, and several promises 
given, by several Governments, but this large tract ot 
country still remains practically uninhabited for want 
of reasonable means of access. On 26th May, 1910, Mr. 
Lee, then Minister of Public Works, assured a very large 
deputation of the Eastern Suburbs Tramway Extension 
League that he considered it a big little scheme, and that 
it was already on his list of works to be done. Quite 90 
per cent. of the land in the area which the tram would 
serve has been subdivided and sold in small building allot- 
ments, and hundreds of people are waiting to make their 
homes in the locality, as soon as they have been given 


the means of travelling to and from their homes. Last 
year there were 4,988 different landowners in Bondi 


Ward, and the area to be benefited is more than two- 
thirds of the whole; therefore it is safe to say that at 
least some 3,300 persons would be directly benefited. But 
the line would be useful to a very much larger number. 
While the would-be residents of this area have been 
wearily waiting, many miles of tramway extensions have 
been made to various places long distances from Sydney, 
to very much less desirable residential country. The 
people interested in this area pay equally as much as 
other citizens to the revenue, but they are not receiving 
an equal amount of public services. 
tramway map should convince any unprejudiced person 
that it is an anomaly that this large piece of territory, 
co close to the city of Sydney, is lying out of use for lack 
of means of access. The quality of the land for residential 
purposes is of the very best. There is nothing better in 
all Sydney. It is all elevated, and some of it is 350 feet 
above sea-level. It is a tableland, sloping gently towards 
the sea on the east and to the harbour on the west. Given 
this line, together with a very short connecting link from 
Edgecliffe-road to the Waverley line, the residents of 
Vaucluse, Rose Bay, &c., could reach any part of the 
eastern suburbs without going via Sydney. It would link 
them up with ten existing lines near the.r terminal points 
along the coast. To reach Botany, Maroubra, Cecgee, 
Randwick, Bronte, Waverley, Bondi, Paldington, Moore 
Park, &¢.; they have to travel two sides of a triangle, 
through overcrowded city stree’s, It takes them half a 
day to do what should take less than an hour. While the 
line would be advantageous to the residents of Vaucluse 
and Rose Bay, it would ke equally advantageous to tens 
of thousands of the population of the suburbs mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph. They would be given access 
to the harbour via Watson’s Bay by a quicker, cheaper, 
and more attractive route than that which they now have 
to travel. All Sydney must go to the overcrowded Circu- 
lar Quay to reach any part of the harbour. We think it 
is about time that this unreasonable and dangerous cen- 
tralising method was varied. We are not surveyors, We 
do not say the surveys are not of the very best, but we 


A glance at the 


‘would be unpardonably wasteful. 


notice that they go through a considerable portion cf 
private land, the cost of resumption of which is estimated 
to be £25,000. We always had an idea—possibly a wrong 
one—that Hardy-street could be followed as far as Dover- 
street, thence into Portland-street, thence across a piece 
ct unsubdivided land of little value, and which ought not to 
cost anything, to Beulah-street, and thence into Peel-street 
and Derby-street to Old South Head road, which could ke 
followed to its junction with the New South Head road. 
This route would involve very little or no resumption. 
It would, however, involve three heavy cuttings throug! 
sandstone between Alice-street and Liverpool-street. The 
rock to be removed would probably be 10,000 yards, but 
this would not increase the gost. If the stone was not 
required for ballast it could be sold to the Waverley 
Council or to the Rose Bay Council, which is to be, at the 
cost of excavating, for the reason that there are many 
miles of roads to be made in the vicinity, and the Coune!] 
would be glad of the opportunity of acquiring the stone 
for this purpose. Hardy-street is an old road which the 
Council will some day have to make, and to do so it would 
have to cut out the rock referred to, so it will be seen 
that to go through private land to avoid these cuttings 
_ The Railway Commis- 
sioners’ report states that the estimated annual working 
expenses and interest on the capital outlay is £7,699, and 
the ennual revenue only £2,000, which works out at 
£5 9s. Td. per day, and reveals that the Department 
anticipates 657 persons to spend on fares 2d. each per day. 
Seeing that the population of Vaucluse and Rose Bay 
is approximately 20,000, we think that this estimate is 
unreasonably conservative, even if based on the present 
number of lecal residents only, but there are other factors 
claiming our consideration. Sydney has not yet reached 
a dead-end in development; neither has Rose Bay. Wat- 
son’s Bay, the Gap, Nielsen Park, Vaucluse House, and 
Vaucluse Park are amongst the most attractive, historical, 
and romantic pleasure resorts in all Australia—perhaps 
the world. Considering that the whole of the eastern 
suburbs (practically a third of the population of Sydney) 
would be given a cheap, quick, direct route to this most 
beautiful locality; is it reasonable to suppose that they 
would not avail themselves of the proposed service? For 
tourists, a no more attractive and cheap holiday trip ean 
be eoneeived than a run to Bondi, thence across Dover 
Heights by the new tramline, commanding glorious coastal 
and broad ocean views on one side and the most extensive 
of all harbour views on the other side, to majestically 
beautiful Watson’s Bay, thence a short walk to Went- 
worth’s c!d home and to Nielsen Park, where they could 
get a boat to Sydney. Has the Tramway Department 
no imagination? Has it considered none of these things ? 
Oa a recent Sunday afternoon in three hours 195 motor- 
ears, carrying approximately 1,000 persons, passed along 
the Old South Head road, This is an indication of the 
attractiveness of this tourist route. Let us return to the 
question of loeal population. The size of the practically 
uninhabited area which the tram would chiefly benefit is 
approximately 1,000 acres. Given the extension asked 
for, large building operaticns would immediately start. 
Each acre will carry six good dwellings; each dwelling 
will carry not less than five persons. This, in a very 
few years, would mean a ,population of 380,000, and an 
average of 2d. per day from each resident works out at 
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Witnesses—F. Lock, 14 August, and A. Caffyn and W. T, Pocock, 15 August, 1923. 


£250 per day, or £91,250 per year. The late Commissioner 
Eddy used to say, “Give the people facilities to travel 
and they will make it pay.” When the late Mr. EK. W. 
O’Sullivan built a cable tram to Rose Bay there were 
not then more than a dozen houses there, but to-day we 
have about 2,383 houses, and a population of 14,298. My 
association declines to be satisfied with the Railway Com- 
missioners’ recommendation, “that the line be not con- 
structed at present.” It must be constructed some day; 
the longer it is put off the more it will cost. When Mr. 
Lee gave his promise the estimated cost was only £28,000. 
If this line ought not to be constructed, then all railway 
and tramway construetion should cease until they can be 
proved to be immediately profitable. Then there would 
be an end to all development. Suppose Bondi, Kensing- 
ton, Dulwich Hill, Ryde, Coogee, Bronte, and North 
Sydney had been similarly treated, what would have been 
the result? We are not asking for a bridge to eost 
millions. We are merely asking that a large tract of land 
right at the doors of the city—within 44 miles radius of 
the General Post Office—be made available. We ask, in 
conclusion, that the Government order this work to be 
done, or pass an Act to permit a private company to do it. 
As far back as 1910 a Sydney gentleman, who econtrolled* 
much eapital, offered to find the whole of the money if the 
Government would permit the work to be carried out by a 
private company. The Rose Bay-Bondi Progress Associa- 
tion has authorised me further to say that we support the 
proposals submitted by the Rose Bay-Bondi Citizens’ Pro- 
gress Association already submitted by Mr. Frank Lock 
(as printed and cireulatel), together with the following 
addenda:—We do not favour a suggestion made by some 
North Bondi residents, that the line should go from Hardy- 


street, via Frederick-street, Wallace-parade, and Military- 
road to Bondi Beach, for the reason that it would make the 
journey to the city and the Eastern Suburbs too long for 
the present and future residents of Rose Bay and the area 
which the proposed tram service is intended to serve. 
If such a route be practicable there would be no objec- 
tion to the line proeeeding from Hardy-street along 
Mitchell-road, through or over the sandhill direet to Bondi 
Beach. We do not think that the route around Curlewis 
and Sophia streets is the best one. We are of opinion that 
the line should go from Birriga-road along Blair-street, 
which is 100 feet. wide, to Mitchell-road, thence to Hardy- 
street. Should the Blair-street-Mitechell-road route be im- 
practicable, by reason of the close proximity of the sandhill 
to the intersection of the two roads, the line could turn off 
for Murriverie-road by one of the roads lying between 
Old South Head road and Mitcheél-road. An acceptable 
route would be from Birriga-road along Old South Head 
road and Murriverie-road to Hardy-street. 

248. Mr. Doe.| How much of the proposed resumption, 
in your judgment, could be avoided?—Practically the 
whole of it. It may be necessary to resume a little land 
so that the tram can get round a corner easily, but that 
would be very little indeed. We suggest that it would be 
better to take the line down Sewer-road or Blair-street, 
which is a 100 feet thoroughfare. 

249. Do you consider it would be better to take off the 
line at the junction of the Old South Head road?—Yes, 
to avoid the angle the tram could be run down Old South 
Head road and Murriverie-road. 

250. What would the necessary resumption cost ?—It 
would be a small matter of not more than £500 or £600, 
sufficient to enable the trams to negotiate the corners. 
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WEDNESDAY, 15 AUGUST, 1923. : 


Present; — 
Tue Hox. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Cuamman). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers, 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micrarn Burke, Esq. 


WitLiAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Doe, Esq. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing 
Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay systems, via Hardy and Sophia streets. 


Albert Caffyn, builder, and President of the Rose Bay- 
Bondi Pregress Association, Rose Bay, sworn, and 
examined :— 


251. Mr. Travers.| What are your views regarding the 
proposed tramway ?’—The Progress Association of which 
I am the president started the movement to get this tram- 
way. 


252. Does the evidence given by Mr. Lock yesterday 
represent the views of your Progress Association ?—Yes. 
In my opinion the Military-road route is too circuitous. 
It would take too long to reach the city going that way. 


253. It has been suggested that an advantage of route 
No. 1 along the Old South Head road is that there would 
be very little or no cost for resumption, whereas if the 
proposed route were adopted £25,000 would have to be 
expended on resumptions?—Yes. Sophia-street is not, in 
my opinion, the most desirable starting-point, and I do 
not know why it has been decided on in view of Blair- 
street, which is a 100 feet thoroughfare. Such a tramway 
would be a more direct link with the Bellevue Hill line. 
It would be practicable to follow surveyed roads without 
any resumption, In my opinion the difficulties of the 
proposed tramway are nothing compared with those that 
were overcome on the Balmoral line. 


254. Does the district within the influence of the pro- 
posed line lend itself to residential settlement ?—Yes, it is 
ideal I haye lived there for three and a half years. 


255. Has much edvelopment taken place during that 
time ?’—Yes, practically the whole of the land has been 
sold in subdivision form. It is not like land held in large 
areas for speculative purposes. I know of thirteen peop!e 
who have cleared their blocks and are ready to build. 

256. What is the average value of land in the district 2— 
It is difficult to buy it under £4 a foot. Recent sales 
have been made as high ag £8. And that land is remote 
from water and other facilities. 

257. Is there sufficient settlement in the locality in 
which you live to justify the building of the tramway ?— 
Settlement is coming in from both ends. 


William Thomas Pocock, sworn, and examined :— 


258. Mr. Doe.| Are you a member of the Rose Bay- 
Bendi Progress Association ?—Yes. 

259. Do you agree with the evidence given by Mr. Lock 
yesterday on behalf of that association?—Absolutely. It 
is necessary that we shoull have this tramway. People 
will not build out there until the line is constructed, 

260. Would it do to run the tramway along the Old 
South Head road?’—No, it is too close to the other tram, 
and it would not satisfactorily open up the district. The 
Hardy-street route would convenience more residents. 

261. Where do you think the tramway should start 
from ’—Pyractically at the junction of South Head .road 
and Sewer-road. 
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Witnesses— 


262. It has been represented to the Committee that if 
the tramway were constructed as proposed £25,000 would 
be necessary for resumptions. Do you consider resump- 
tions could be avoided?—Yes, we think so, by adopting a 
different route. 

263. Would it be necessary, in getting on to the Military- 
road, to go through private property ?—I do not know that 
it would be. You would not have to go through much 
private property. ‘ 

264. What are the prospects of settlement between Cur- 
lewis-street and the New South Head road?—It is ideal 
building land, and if the tramway were constructed it 
would be sold immediately. I have lived at Rose Bay for 
twenty years, and land which I paid 15s. a foot for is now 
selling at £4 a foot. 

265. The estimated cost of the proposed tramway is 
£48,921, the estimated annual expenditure being £2,691, 
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W. T. Pocock, 15 August, and J. L. 8, Thorpe, 23 August, 1923. 
and working expenses £5,008 per annum. The revenue’ 
is estimated at only £2,000, leaving a deficiency of £6,000 
per annum. That is without the cost of resumptions. 
The interest on the cost of resumptions, if it amounted 
to £25,000, would be £1,371 per annum, so that there 
would be over £7,000 per annum to make up if land were 
resumed to the extent stated by the authorities. Do you 
think the. line could meet that burden?—Not at the start, 
but it would before long, It is an ideal spot in which to 
live, and in three to five years from the building of the 
line there would be very little vacant ground about it. 

266. Mr. Mahony.| Is Hardy-street formed where the 
loop is to go?—No, although some ballast was put there 
some years ago. 


267. Is there any hilly land where the loop is shown on 
the plan?—Not just around Hardy-street. 


TAURSDAY, 23 AUGUST, 1993. 


resent: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cramman). 


The Hon. Jomn Travers. H 
The Hon. Ropert Manony.- 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esq, 


VirtiaM Cameron, Exa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drusaonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between Bendi 
(via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay Systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


John Lawrence Stewart Thorpe, storekeeper, Brighton 
Boulevard, North Bondi, sworn and examined. 


268. Mr. Burke.] What evidence have you to offer 
with regard to the proposed line?—I am a member of the 
North Bondi Progress Association, which considers that 
the tram-line, instead of going along Sophia-street, should 
turn to the left from Hardy-street to Frederick-street, 
through to the Vicars estate and towards scarborough- 
parade, near Ben Buckler. About the centre of the 
proposed line it curves somewhat to the left, where it is 
very rocky. If the line went straight up Hardy-street a 
big cutting would have to be made. The proposed line 
would not serve tourists, as they would have to leave one 
tram at Curlewis and Sophia streets and wait there for 
another tram to get to Bondi Beach. 

269. What would be the special advantage in having 
the line start from Scarborough-parade’—There would 
be no resumptions necessary. By taking the line along 
the route I suggest, it would serve the district as well as 
would the proposed line, and, in addition, would bring 
people right to the beach. : 

270. By reason of having less resumptions, it would be 
a cheaper project than the proposed line?—Yes, We fear 
that the resumptions will hold back the construction of 
the tramway. On the top of the hill the vista is very 
fine; it is very much better than is the view from 
Bellevue Hill. Settlement is progressing near the ostrich 
farm. Many residences are being erected in Ramsgate- 
avenue and Brighton Boulevard. 

271. Is the land flat where you propose to start the 
line?—Practically. 

272. Do you think the revenue would be stabilised by 
people settling along the line in fairly large numbers ?— 
Not with the terminus at Scarborough-avenue. I antici- 
pate the line would link up with the other line, so as to 
make it complete. I certainly think, if linked up with 
the tram-line at Bondi Beach, it would’ soon pay. The 
Bellevue Hill district was in a similar position to this 
district at the beginning, in that the land was not built 
upon when the tramway was constructed there. It is 
now a paying line, ; 

278, You would anticipate a big tourist traffic in the 
summer-time?—Yes, 
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274. The estimated loss on the proposed line is £5,699 
per annum. Do you think sufficient settlement would 
take place along the line you suggest to make it a paying 
proposition?’—Yes. Land at Bondi is becoming very 
dear. It is practically impossible for a man with a 
moderate income to get land close to Bondi Beach where 
pairs of cottages could be built and let to tenants. A few 
weeks ago, in Hastings-parade, North Bondi, £10 103. 
per foot was refused for land, [Every allotment in the 
Vicars estate was sold. It is. only the want of transit 
facilities which prevents people there and in other parts 
of the district from building. 

275. How long have you resided there?—Eleven or 
twelve years. I have a very good knowledge of the dis- 
trict. The proposed line would end at Curlewis-street, 
and would not go to the beach. 

276. Mr, Drummond.] No. 4 route hardly follows the 
route you suggest ?—No. 

277. If that line were constructed, would it serve the 
present as well as the future population to any appreci- 
able extent ?—Yes, 

278. Would people residing in the vicinity of Murri- 
verie-road and towards ‘the golf links be under anv 
hardship if the No. 4 route were adopted ?—There certainly - 
would te a long walk from Old South Head road te 
Hardy-street. If a line were run along Hardy-street to 
Murriverie-road, people residing between Hardy-street and 
the Old South Head road would not use it, as they would 
be obliged to climb up a very steep hill to get to the tram. 
It would not ke unreasonable to expect people to walk half 
a mile from Murriverie-road to Curlewis-street to get 
a tram. 

279. Mr. Doran, in answer to a question by myself, 
said: 

There is a big drop at Murriverie Road. The neople living 
about there would not have access to the proposed tram, 
whereas on the more easterly route you are on terra fire, 
People living between Curlewis-street and Hardy-street are 
already well served by the Bellevue Hill tram-line. 

Do you agree with that?—It is within half a mile of the 
tram. 

280. Mr. Doran also stated in reply to the question, 
“Does the No. 4 route cross private land?” “No, it follows 
the road.” Is that borne cut by your knowledge of the 
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Witnessea—J. L. 5. Thorpe, 23 August, and J. F. Cox, 28 August, 1923. 


district ?—Generally, I think it is; but I do not know 
whether that is the case in the area about Derby-street. 

281. The route leaves Military-road at York-street ?— 
Yes, and then goes into private land. Where I propose 
the line should be built is all good building land, and I 
think it has all been sold. 

282. Mr. Doe.] Is the price of land there reasonable? 
—I was asked £6 a foot for land on the top of the hill. 
I believe land was sold for £7 a foot on the Military-road. 
A number of the streets in that vicinity are not formed. 


283. The deviation yott suggest would make the line 
a good deal longer ?—Yes. 

284. Chairman.| If the deviation you propose stopped 
near Ben Buckler, what advantage would the tram be to 
anybody ?—It would be of no advantage if it stopped there. 
I think the Bondi tram should be linked up with it. 

285. Your proposal is not to leave the line at Ben 
Buckler, but to join it up with the Bondi Junction, 
Bellevue Hill and Bondi lines ?—Yes. 


TUESDAY, 28 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present; — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairMan). 


The Hon: JouHn TrAvERs. 
The Hon. Roperr MAnony. 
Francois MicHarL Burke, Esq. 


WititaM Cameron, Esa, 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davip Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing 
Bondi (via Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay Systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


John Frank Cox, independent means, Bondi, sworn, and 
examined :— 


286. Chairman.] Will you give the Committee your views 
of the proposed tramway ’?—The tram is absolutely neces- 
sary. It should go from Bondi to South Head to pick up 
all the people. If it is constructed along Military-road no 
resumption will be necessary. I am opposed to the Sophia- 
street route, which will lead us nowhere. People living at 
Ben Buckler would use the tram, and there is a subdivision 
at the back of Bondi Beach estate which will be built on. 
The only land left for building in the eastern suburbs is 
that on both sides of the Military-road. That will be 
built on in the next five years. People living in Sophia- 
street are served by the tram along Curlewis-street. People 
from the Watson’s Bay and Vaucluse districts would use 
the proposed tramway to go surfing at Bondi. All the 
people living at Watson’s Bay and on the heights could 
easily get to Bondi that way. They can go there now 
only in their motor-cars or in the charabane. At Bondi 
we are building a big palais at a cost of thousands of 
pounds, which will attract lar&e numbers of people, and 
the municipal council is going to spend £35,000 in im- 
proving the beach. The district is going ahead. Along 
the Military-road there are no better sites in the world, 
and on a clear day you can see the bridges up the Parra- 
matta River. There is a big population at North Bondi 
and Ben Buckler who have no transport facilities except 
the ’bus. If you adopt the Sophia-street route, the tram 
being extended to the beach, and you extend the Bellevue 
Hill tram to Ben Buckler, all services would be met. 


287. Do you agree that the route marked red on the plan 
more equally divides the district to be served than the 
Military-road route?—Yes, if you extend the Bellevue 
Hill tram to Ben Buckler. 


288. What trafic would there be from Bondi towards 
Watson’s Bay, apart from the return service?—Only the 
tourist traffic and local resident traffic. But there are 
thousands who would go to Bondi in summer time if they 
had the tram. The "bus takes as many as it can now. 


289. Would this tramway help the people of Rose Bay 
much unless they went to Vaucluse?—The Sophia-street 
line courts failure. An extension of the Bellevue Hill 
tram to Ben Buckler would satisfy people on that side of 
the beach. There are more people at Ben Buckler than 
there are skirting Sophia-street. The position would be 
altered if something were done with the sandhills. Until 
Sophia-street is built on it will be covered with sand. You 
could not put a tram down there now. The first easterly 
gale that comes will cover Sophia-street with sand. 


_ 290. Mr. Doe.| What is the width of Sophia-street ?—T 
do not think it is 30 feet. It was made recently. 


291. Do you consider that the ’buses would seriously com- 
pete with the tram and prevent it from becoming a paying 
proposition ‘—No. 

292. Do you not think that the buses running along the 
cross streets in and out would militate against the success 
of the tram, considering people who travel in the mornings 
and evenings?—No. The ’buses run there because they 
have no opposition. Ags soon as you run a tram there the 
*buses cannot live against it. 

293. They are living against the trams in other places ¢— . 
Yes, because the trams are overcrowded during certain hours. 

294. I take it you favour the Military-road route as 
against the Sophia-street route/—Yes, because the cost 
would be less, and it would serve as many people. 

295. Would people walk uphill to the tram ?’—Yes. There 
is land there to be built on, which is the only land left in 
the district. A public school site has been purchased at 
the back of Military-road. 

296. Witnesses have stated that the estimated cost of 
£25,000 for resumption is ridiculously high, and that by 
keeping to the proposed route in some places and by vary- 
ing it a little at other places the cost for resumption would 
be about £1,000?—It could not be done for £1,000 if you 
eo along Sophia-street. If I remember rightly Lord Kit- 
chener, in his report, recommended that a tramway should 
be constructed along Military-road. 

297. Mr. Mahony.] Would it not be a rather round about 
route to go that way to Sydney ?’—Many people would go 
by the Rose Bay tram. ; 

298. Then the proposed tramway would be mainly availed 
of by tourists?—Yes, and the residential population. 

299. What would become of the tram in the winter 
months?—The land there will be built on in the next five 
years. 

300. What route would people living between York- 
street and Murriverie-road take to Sydney ?—People living 
between York-street and Newcastle-street would use the 
present Rose Bay tram, and people living in Murriverie- 
road would use the Bellevue Hill tram. 

301. Would not the people living north of the golf links 
as far as Neweastle-street be the only people who would 
use the new line?—They and the tourists. 

302. Is there any settlement between Neweastle-street 
and Murriverie-road /—Y es. 

308. Would those people use the tram you support ?— 
No, they would use the present Rose Bay tram and the 
present Bellevue Hill tram. 

304. If the Bellevue Hill tramway were extended to Ben 
Buckler those residents would be suited ?—Yes. 

305. Would not the line shown in red on the plan serve 
the remainder of the people?—Yes, if you extend the 
Bellevue Hill line to Ben Buckler all requirements would 
be met. 
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MONDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micuarn Burke, Esa. 


WiLtiAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrummMonp, Esa. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway between the existing Bondi (via 
Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay Systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


Harold Suteliffe Mort, surveyor, Department of Railways, 
sworn, and examined :— 


306. Chairman.] It has been suggested that as the cost of 
resumptions will be £20,000, something must be done to 
reduce it. Have you any information on the point ?— 
Yes, as follows:—I have read the evidence tendered to the 
Committee by Mr. Barracluff, and was instructed to look 
into the route proposed by him. (Re Question 66.) 
Although it is possible to get a route directly along Hardy- 
street, the project is impracticable, as it would entail 40 feet 
of cutting at Amy-street and 10 feet at Raleigh-street. The 
other end of these streets (at Military-road) is at present 
about 60 feet above the level of Hardy-street, which would 
give them a grade of about 1 in 10 when formed, but if 
Hardy-street be cut down the grade would be about 1 in 7. 
It would be impossible to continue along Hardy-street 
past the point shown on the present route, as there is a 
drop of over 30 feet to the intersection of Collingwood- 
street, with a very steep rise to Dover-street. From 
Dover-street to Laneaster-street the deviation pro- 
posed by Mr. Barracluff would be the better route. The 
original route was surveyed in June, 1914, and at that 
time it was proposed to subdivide the blocks north of 
Dover-street by roads running east and west, but when the 
subdivision was carried out the roads (Portland and 
Beulah streets) ran north and south. This makes it pos- 
sible to run along these streets from Dover-street to 
Lancaster-street with very little resumption and, under 
present conditions, this would be the better route, though 
in 1914 this was not the case. In proceeding along Peel- 
street it would be necessary to build up the road a few 
feet where it crosses Russell-street. From Palmer-street 
to Derby-street the route could be taken very close to the 


original route without interfering with any houses, but, 
though the deviation proposed by Mr. Barracluff is practic- 
able here and would involve less resumption, the line will 
be about 2 chains longer. From Derby-street to Old South 
Head road it would be advisable to turn north as soon as 
the quarry is passed to avoid resumption of a shop at the 
corner. The whcle route would be 8 chains shorter than 
the original and would probably cost about £4,500 less to 
construct. 


There seems to be no objection to the route mentioned 
in paragraph 71 as far ag it goes. (Re Questions 72-3-4 
and 95.) These are mote or less contradicted by 97. The 
total cost of resumption would be considerably lessened by 
following the route along Portland, Beulah, and Peel 
streets, but resumptions are unavoidable along Hardy- 
street, from Peel-street to Derby-street, and from Old 
Scuth Head road to New South Head road. I do not know 
very much about the present value of land in that locality, 
but, taking the original estimate of £25,000 as correct, I 
should say that a fair value for the resumptions on the 
whole route, amended as indicated north of Dover-street, 
would be £15,000. If Mr. Barracluff’s route were practic- 
able there would still be resumption between Collingwood 
and Dover streets, and between Old and New South Head 
roads, besides at least ten street corners. (Re Question 
116.) The line along the New South Head road has many 
grades of 1 in 14 and 1 in 12, with one of 1 in 11.9. 
These necessitate a special type of car, and the Commis- 
sioners now make 1 in 15 the steepest grade on any tram- 
way. On several occasions wé have tried to get the Com- 
missioiners to reduce the grades to 1 in 13, but they will 
not agree. Therefore, although the trams are running 
on the New South Head road on steeper grades we cannot 
build them on the proposed line. 
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13 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


Present: 
The Ton. W. T. DICK (Cramaran). 


The Hon. Jouy Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis Micuaki Burke, Esq 
Brian James Dos, Esq. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. : 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of construct'ng a line of Tramway between the existing — 
Bondi (ria Bellevue Hill) and Watson’s Bay Systems, via Sophia and Hardy streets. 


William Hutchinson, chief engineer fer Railway and Tramway Construction, Department of Railways, recalled and 
further examined :-— 


£07. Cheirman.|] You have an amended estimate to place before the Committee of the cost of a tramway from 


Bondi t» Watson’s Bay It is as follows :— 


NEW SOULH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS—RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY CONSTRUCTION. 
Bonpr To WarTson’s Bay TRAMWAY. 


Amended route, via Portland-avenue and Peel-street, 
loops of 24 chains each. 


Total length, 2 nee 30 chains. 


2 miles 10 chains; single track, with three loops of 5 chains each, and two junction 


Ruling grade, lin 15. Sharpest curve, 70-fect radius, 


Description of work, Quantity. Unit. Rate. Amount. Total amouny. 
| £ sd) Sash. ae foo. gel: 
EK caVvatiOnlsc ene et coe cere Seer cn are Pee eRe oa Hee 10,600 cub. yds. 0-35. G.il= 2,915 20mnOm 
rep L2YS) nye) es eaten eedbandomuodbotomGoodal sonvosuniNd ain acanndansondddovodas! babs : 5,643 | each | 0° 6 8 91: 1,881 (Ome 
Batlastwerecccet: setecctcuesreeeeee (SE see cen bren atts Bae eee ots 7,020 | tons 014 0 4,900 0 0 
Spreading and boxing-Upiirn ses dentecss serene senesntecosiscr nee 4,180 l-yd. ORS 86 73110 0 
Blinding and rolling aise seuseeese ener eeee ee A er oh ahs 12,540 s.-yd. 0 0 6 313 10 0 
Permanent-way material—Rails eases eee es 464 LOTLS ame | et as erasree 5,815 J0 0Q | 
Do do Fastenings eicscstenseecensvemect. cron 39 +) oe ee ae eee 1,568 0 0 | 
Do do Freight Rirccscecntacntoneheses ee 520 | ‘ 0 9 0 23 020 
Do do BEA Teen sone conunpenaadepd cose cnbuct 4,020 | 1, yd. OF oO 1,005 0 O 
Switches and crossings, manufactured ............0seeeceeene eeee 8 sets | each LOMO RO 880 0 0 
Do do LAYING Totes caces, Seagh oaeee nest ei: meee 169 | }, yl. LOO 160 0 0 
Welding sey i531. Se ai ie ee ee eee 400 | each TES es Soar a 700 0 0 
Bonding PAE OCCC ECE ACUPE TD ono Con ocMo Rar TILL aapPracotudasenniccoun suede 900 bpapnne 499 5 0 
Turfing PomMbankmMent . .<kePhonesacseca tee eee coke Mt eee 500 8. yd. 01 3 31 5 0 
Stone, pitching scutting 2... netecceaa eas codteneeeensceteccemee ice 500 | 0 8 0 200 0 0 
Pon ein go ¥yen se nccas + car mesiganvenras acoiclestcetson sau sacamenase te aeroc sina 200 roils | 3.0 0 600 0 0 
Kerh andigutter (new) fatsm sss: ineuset ons seta seine ter emreeecate 10 1. ft. Oe 45 0 0 
Drainage <4. svhssnc.eesemen ieee aow av esicbs ona tasers theean eurecuneneeane 500 0 0 
Alterations to;gasiand| waterimains =... eecceues) ceesseenceseenee ne S00 sO 
Do street levelsic..ccmms:. ssweeccmena maa hearer ere Lump sum. 2:0 0 0 
Double junctions at Curlewis-street and New South Hear 
TOBA sc din ieueinseawvar” cndaaee Gee oade nce Soe at Onatnlodecoe mat ames atnee 2,000 0 0 
ane isl) 0) 11) 
Hngineering, survey spt. O-scharges adsense dice Peer ise | me mene eens Taveiess 1S percent: yee age 4,59f O O 
y £18011 37 0 "0 
Chief Electrical Engineer's estimate : -— ; 
Power and feeders 2 cosvecusapijsacigency crm teute ftone har aerstelccacs.cal in mire acess any | Eee sorte A She 9 agoneptean 9.773 0 O 
Overhead: Wirin Giccseessecetuecsiearmdmentene yuo tcmataerscicmeusia Sl Gia mene ite reer ann | Memere oberon 2,395 0 O 
| 12,168 0 0 
Lotal © vs csiasscackgersertamsedtaeem tne teasy acetal aah 0 Mes eceey si || Cannio ean ae eee | 42,281 0 0 
308. Does that estimate of £42,281 include everything? private land, goes down Glenayr-street, turns into Murri- 


—Yes, everything necessary to instal the tra: m, except the 
waiting-room. 

309. Mr. Travers.| Have you gone into the question of 
the resumptions necessary on the amended route {—No; 
the estate agent deals with that. The resumptions, I take 
it, will be considerably less than under the original pro- 
posal. 

310. Would you say that the amended route is a better 
one than the original route which was submitted to the 
Committee ?—I think it will be less costly in ‘resumptions, 
for the simple reason that it goes along the road to a greater 
extent. Ishoald say that in going down the road it would 
probably pick up the traffic better. 

311. Do you think the returns would be better on the 
amended route ?—I wouid not like to say that. 

312. It would serve every purpose that the original 
route would serve !—The possibility is that it will serve all 
purposes better than the original route. 

313. And will go through more streets ?—Yes, and will 
cut up less private property. 

314. Mr, Prank Burke.) Will you describe the amended 
route ?—The two routes are common to Glenayr-street. The 
old route would cut across private land, as shown, to 
Mitchell street; whereas thenew line, instead of going through 


verie-road, follows down Hardy-street, and goes into private 
land, following the old route right along till near Dover- 
road, The old route then cuts through a piece of private 
land and follows down Military-road. The new route goes 
down Portland-street, Beulah-street, Lancaster-street, and 
Peel-street, and then turns along Derby-street to a point 
near the Old South Head road. 

315. There is really-no great deviation ?—There is not 
much deviation, The private land to be resumed is to a 
large extent cut out. 

316. Would there be much difference in the amendel 
route in the grade ?—The ruling grade is the same as in the 
original proposal. 

317. Ar. Aahony.| In the original estimate the price of 
482 tons of rails was set down at £16 3s, 1]d. per ton. 
The present estimate shows a reduction !—Generally speak- 
ing there are many differences in the rates to-day com- 
pared with the rates in the previous estimate ; for the 
simple reason that conditions have changed. Wages have 
fallen ; and in some cases, rates have fallen, There is a 
difference in the sleepers. The line is practically of the 
same length, yet in the present estimate, there are more 
sleepers than before. ‘That is due to the fact that we have 
decided to use the same number of slecpers to the 40 ft, 


ail, namely, eighteen, with the tramway that we use on 
the railway. Previously we used only sixteen sleepers. It 
has been found more economical to use the larger number ; 
therefore the larger number is included in this estimate, 
which gives a greater total; but there is a reduction in 
price owing to the fall in wages. The price of rails when 
the last estimate was made was uncertain ; we had then no 
contracts ; and [ put down the 80 |b. rails at £15 per ton, 
and the new guard rails at £21 per ton. That worked out 
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Witnes;—W. Hutchinson, 13 September, 1923 
at an average of £16 3s. 11d. per ton. To-day we have 
the actual price: our 80 Ib. rails costus £12 per ton; and 
the guard rails cost us £15 pir ton. The average is 
£12 10s 8d, per ton as against the previous price of 
£16 3s. 11d. 

318, Mr. Drummond.| Will the inerease in the basic 
wage affect the estimate you now furnish ?—It will increase 
it a little, but not much. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


ee 


PROPOSED TRAMWAY FROM CURL CURL TO FRESHWATER, 


REPORT. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING ComMMITTEE oN PuxnLic Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act 
of 1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13: George V, No. 4), to 
whom was referred for consideration and report, “ the expediency of constructing 
a line of tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater,” have, after due inquiry 
resolved that it is expedient the proposed tramway be constructed; and in 
accordance with subsection (d) of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, 
report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. The official statements submitted to the Committee at the opening of the 
present and the uncompleted inquiry in 1920 shows that the proposed tramway con- 
nection has been before the Public Works Department since 1909, and has been the 
subject of representations on numerous occasions by the members of the district, the 
Warringah Shire Council, and the Freshwater Progress Association and Tramway 
League, and by deputations and petitions from the residents of Freshwater. Various 
routes have been proposed, and in 1911 the matter was given consideration by the 
Tramway Proposals Committee. 


In their report, dated 30th May, 1911, the Tramway Proposals Committee, on 
the question of route, favoured a connection ‘with the Manly-Narrabeen line at either 
Harbord-street or Queenscliff-road. At the same time they found that owing to the 
comparatively small continuous residential population the estimates of revenue from 
the line were not encouraging, and expressed the opinion that the question of 
providing communication with Freshwater might stand over until the effect as regards 
trend of population of the Manly-Narrabeen line should be known. In view of the 
Committee’s report, the Minister of the day (Hon. A. Griffith) decided to take no 
further action in the matter unless guarantees against loss on the working of the line 
were provided. 


In June, 1914, the Warringah Shire Council and residents of Freshwater inti- 
mated that they were prepared to provide a guarantee against loss on the working of 
the tramway. The Minister (Hon. A. Griffith) thereupon directed that a survey be 
made and estimates prepared. The route taken was via Queenscliff-road, Lawrence, 
Albert, and Moore streets, and the estimated cost exclusive of land resumption was 
£18,887. The Chief Railway Commissioner, in a report dated 6th April, 1915, 
estimated an annual loss of £2,841. He also pointed out that earlier anticipations of 
the permanent resident population had not been realised, and expressed the opinion 
that the construction of the extension at that time would be premature. 


Subsequently; by direction of the succeeding Minister (Hon. J. H. Cann), a 
trial survey was made and an estimate prepared of an alternative route along the 
ocean foreshores along Queenscliff Headland to Freshwater. The length was 70 chains 

single 
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single track, and the estimated cost £16,524, but the estimated cost of land resumptions 
would be much greater than that involved in the original proposal. The Deputy Chiet 
Railway Commissioner, in a report, dated 16th October, 1916, considered that whereas 
the tramway, via the original route, would serve the vast majority of the populated 
district, the alternative route was convenient to only a small portion of the residential 
areas of Queenscliff. In any case the proposal to construct the tramway was, in his 
opinion, premature, and could not be recommended at that time. 


In May, 1919, the then Minister (Hon. R. T. Ball) intimated that if the local 
people would come forward with a scheme to assist financially, he would put the matter 
of the construction of the line very strongly before Cabinet. Subsequently, Dr, Arthur 
M.L.A., wrote intimating that the people of the district were prepared to raise 
£10,000 to be invested in Treasury bonds at 5 per cent. for ten years, not negotiable 
until after five years. The views of the then Colonial Treasurer were sought on the 
subject, and he replied that the proposed extension might be dealt with if those 
interested should take up stock or debentures with the Treasury to the full amount of 
the estimated cost and enter into an undertaking to be responsible for any loss on the 
working over a certain period. This proposal should, however, be contingent on the 
Railway Commissioners recommending the extension as one which it was desirable 
should be constructed. 

The Railway Commissioners were thereupon asked for an expression of opinion 
as to the desirability of the line. They replied on 22nd January, 1920, that the cost 
of construction of the extension to Freshwater was estimated at £18,887, exclusive of 
land resumption; the estimated annual working cost would be £6,865, and the estimated 
annual revenue £4,800, showing a loss of £2,465 per annum. “ Freshwater,” the 
Commissioners continued, “is already frequented to some extent by bathers and 
week-end visitors, and there is no doubt that the facilities which the proposed tramway 
would offer would have the effect of increasing its popularity, and at the same time 
stimulating building operations in the locality through which the line would pass. In 
view of this, and subject to the conditions laid down by the Minister, the Commissioners 
recommend that the question of proceeding with this work be favourably considered. 
With regard to the financing of the proposal, it is suggested that the period over which 
those interested be responsible for any loss in working be fixed at ten years, and that 
the matter be reviewed annually” To this no definite reply was received. 


Following a deputation in February, 1920, of residents of the district and others, 
it was decided by the Government to enter upon the work at the earliest possible date, 
but before a commencement could be made a new Government succeeded to power, 
and the financial position passed under review. 

In leaving the matter for the consideration of his successor, the then Minister 
(Hon. R. T. Ball) minuted papers that in his opinion the work was a desirable one which 
should be carried out at an early date. The succeeding Minister (Hon. J. Estell) then 
instructed the Railway Commissioners to include an amount in their draft Loan 
Kstimates, 1920-21, for the construction of the tramway, and an amount was so 
‘included. However, following a drastic revision of the Estimates, the amount was 
struck off. . 

In February, 1921, an offer was submitted by Mr. Weaver, M.L.A., on behalf of a 
financial corporation to advance up to £20,000 cash at 6 per cent. per annum for twenty 
years, repayable in rests of five years. This offer was forwarded for consideration of the 
Colonial Treasurer, and at the latter’s request, the Railway Commissioners’ views were 
asked on the matter. Subsequently a reply was received from the Railway Department 
in regard to this proposal. It was stated that the estimated cost of the construction of 
the line, exclusive of land resumptions, would be £21,966, while the annual working 
cost, including interest at 6 per cent., which was a condition of the proposal, would 
exceed the estimated revenue by £2,392. Continuing, the report stated: “It is not 
considered that the line will be a payable proposition at least for some time, but for 
the reasons stated in my previous report of 22nd January, 1920, and subject to the 
conditions therein stated, its construction might be favourably considered. At the 
same time the Commissioners are of opinion that the proposed tram-line cannot be 
regarded as an urgent work.” | 

The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 22nd 
December, 1921; but as the inquiry was not completed when Parliament dissolved 
It was again referred on 22nd November, 1922. 

THE 


vil 
THE PrRoposep TRAMWAY. 


2. The proposed tramway commences by a junction with the Manly to Narrabeen 
line immediately north of the crossing of Curl Curl Lagoon at 1 mile 47 chains from 
Manly, and proceeds north-westerly along Pittwater-road and through private property ; 
thence north-easterly across Dalley-road, and again through private property to Curl 
Curl street, northerly along part of that street to Lawrence-street and easterly along 
that street to Albert-street and south-easterly along Moore-road to the Esplanade at 
Queenscliff beach, where it terminates at 2 miles 34 chains from Manly. 


ESTIMATED Cost. 


3. The estimated cost of the proposed tramway, 67 chains in length with a single 
track, a ruling grade of 1 in 15, and the sharpest curve of 80 feet radius, is £22,966. 


The principal items of expenditure are rails (at £20 per ton), £4,060; ballast, ' 


£1,748; double junction, £1,000; poles, overhead wiring, power and feeders, £6,750; 
telephone staff bundy clocks, &c., £1,000; and engineering, head office charges, and 
contingencies, at 18 per cent., £6,750. 

The estimate was made in December, 1921, and did not allow for the increased 
cost due to the forty-four hour week. This will add approximately £1,500; there 
may, however, be a slight decrease in the cost of rails. 


(The conditions as to hours of labour and cost of rails have since beem 
altered and will somewhat reduce this estimate). 


ESTIMATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


4. ‘The estimated annual revenue in 1921 was £5,600, and the estimated annual 
expenditure £7,937 (the latter comprising £1,263, interest on cost of construction at; 
5% per cent., and £6,674, working expenses)—a deficiency of £2,337. 

The estimated working cost, as based on a ruling rate of 23°32d. per mile, has 
since increased to 80°98d., which means an increase of the original estimate, including 
interest, to £10,115. The proposed tramway thus shows an annual loss of £4,515, 
as against £2,337, the amount quoted in 1921. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ Report. 


5. In their statutory report, dated 21st July, 1921, the Railway Commissioners 
state that the district in the vicinity of the proposed tram-line is an ideal one for 
building purposes. It embraces some very attractive building sites and is within 
convenient distance of Manly. 

Freshwater Beach, which is close to the proposed terminus, is a popular resort 
of surfers and picnic parties in the summer months. During recent years there has 
been a fair amount of development in the locality, and, although a large number of the 
buildings at present erected are used for week-end purposes, a greater proportion are 
occupied by permanent residents. Visitors and others at present reach Freshwater by 
means of a motor “bus which travels wa Queensclifl-road or by leaving the existing 
tramway at Collingwood-street and crossing the footbridge over Curl Curl lagoon. 

As compared with the present means of acccess, a tramway would undoubtedly 
stimulate settlement and increase tourist traffic, but as the proposed extension cannot 
be regarded as an urgent work, the Commissioners are of opinion that the construction 
of the line should be held over for the present, particularly in view of the unsatisfactory 
financial position of the Manly lines. 

(The lastnamed report of the Railway Commissioners, dated 80th June, 1923, 
shows that the financial position of the Manly lines has greatly improved during 
the past year). 


THE COMMITTER’S INQUIRY AND CONCLUSION. 


6. As a result of their inspection of the district and the hearing of officia: 
and local evidence the Committee have arrived at the conclusion that it is expedient 
the proposed tramway be constructed. 

The proposed line will open up a very desirable residential area and health 
resort. 

The 
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The district has developed greatly of recent years, and particularly since 
the Railway Commissioners report of 1921. here is, however, still a large area to 
the north of the proposed tramway suitable for residential settlement. In view of 
the ocean beach attractions of Freshwater it appears probable that the area to be 
served will be thickly populated in the event of the proposed tramway being 
constructed. It has to be added that the cost of resumption is likely to be small, 
the principal land-holders being prepared to give to the Government the land 
through which the proposed tramway passes. 

The Committee have obtained information from the Tramway ‘Traffic 
authorities regarding the following methods of transport as compared with the 
ordinary electric tramway : (1) electric accumulator cars; (2) the conduit system ; 
(3) rail-less electric cars; (4) surface contact system; (5) petrol cars; (6) petrol 
electric cars ; (7) motor buses; and (8) one-man electric cars. Of these, the latter 
is regarded as the most suitable for use where the traffic is not congested. 

Of the 274 motor buses running in Sydney and suburbs and 43 at Newcastle, 
178 are competing with the tramways, 62 with the railways, and 70 acting as feeders 
to either railways or tramways. Most of these buses are individually owned and 
worked, and it is apparent that if the Department undertook the running of buses 
a regular service would be demanded, and the maintenance and repair costs would 
be on a maximum instead of a minimum scale. It would, in fact, be necessary to 

rovide an equivalent to two and a-half drivers and two and a-half conductors per 
bus per day, namely, one sct for the morning and one for the evening shift, with 
additional staff for intermediary relief, overtime, annual holidays, sick leave, and 
meal relief, together with a supply of uniforms—conditions which do not apply to 
the individually owned motor services. Apart from this, for the use of motor buses 
considerable outlay would be necessary to put the roadways in good order. 

It has been shown that at present the Department’s track maintenance costs 
are being seriously increased by the fact that advantage is taken by motor bus drivers 
of the improved condition of the thoroughfares along which tramlines are laid, and 
which in the majority of cases are double tracks. The total cost of maintenance 
during the last financial year was £528,207. Under any circumstances it is 
impracticable to successfully operate motor buses within the city proper in addition 
to trams, on account of the limited road space. 

The one-man tram-car appears to be highly suitable for use in other than 
crowded or congested thoroughfares and in districts where the cost of operating the 
ordinary two-man car would be prohibitive. The evidence indicates that this class 
of car in outlying portions of American cities is on the increase, and is being used 
not only in sparsely inhabited places, but also as a means of relief to the rush hour 
traffic in larger cities. In addition to economic handling, safety features are intro- 
duced into the one-man car, inasmuch as doors are opened and closed with the 
stopping and starting of the tram respectively, and should the motorman become 
incapacitated the power is automatically cut off, and the brakes applied in emergency 
position. 

The cost of operating cars of this type, several thousands of which are in use 
in America, is stated by the Tramway Traflic Manager to be 40 per cent. less than 
the ordinary two-men tramears. 

The data supplied to the Committee shows that in the case of the proposed 
line it would be necessary to have two-men cars in operation. except between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., and from 8 p.m. to the finish, and that with the use of 
the one-man car during the middle of the day the annual loss would be consider- 
ably reduced. 

LESOLUTION PASSED. 

7. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from the Minutes of Proceedings :— 

Mr Drummond moved,~—“ That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed 


tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, 
be constructed.” 


Mr. Mahony seconded the motion, which was passed. 
Wiel. WICK 
Chairman, 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. 
Sydney, 11th December, 1928. 


84) 


PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC. 
WORKS. 
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TRAMWAY FROM CURL CURL TO FRESHWATER, 


(First reference to Committee.) 


TUESDAY, 


10 JANUARY, 1922. 


Present: 
Toe Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Vice-Ciarrman) In toe Cuarr, 


The Hon. JoHn Travers. 
The Hon. Witi1AmM Fercus Hurtey. 


JoHN Barrey, Esa. 
Artuur Rowianp Garpiner, Esa, 


The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater. 


Thomas Bryce 'Cooper, Under Secretary, Department of 
Public Works, sworn and examined :— 


1. Chairman.] You have prepared an official statement 
respecting the proposed tramway ?—Yes; it is as follows :— 


PROPOSED ‘TRAMWAY ExXvENSION—CURL 
TRESH WATER, 

Estimated cost, £22,966, 
tion. 

Length, single track, 67 chains. 

Ruling grade, 1 in 15. 

Sharpest curve, SO feet radius. 

On 22nd December, 1921, the Secretary for Public Works 
and Minister for Railways (Hon. J. Mstell, M.L.A.) moved in 
the Legislative Assembly “That it be referred to the Parlia- 
mentary Standing Committee on Public Works to consider 
and report upon the expediency of contsructing a line of 
tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater.” 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Following is the official. description of the line:—This 
proposed tramway commences by a junction with the Manly 
to Narrabeen line immediately north of the crossing of Curl 
Curl Lagoon at 1 mile 47 chains from Manly, and proceeds 
north-westerly along Pittwater-road and through private 
property, thence north-easterly across Dalley-road, and again 
through private property to Curl Curl street, northeriy along 
part of that street to Lawrence-street and easterly along 
that street to Albert-street and south-easterly along Moore- 
road to the Esplanade at Queenscliff beach where the line 
terminates at 2 miles 34 chains from Manly. 

The Railway Commissioners’ nienehs 
21st July, 1921, and is as follows 

Poa ast accordance with the requcette of the Hon. the Minister 
for Public Works and Railways, and in pursuance of the 
provisions of the Public Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners 
beg to submit their report on the proposed extensicn of the 
tramway to Freshwater, a distance of 67 chains. 

“A single track with necessary crossing loops is proposed, 
and the financial prospects of the extension are as follows :— 
Estimated Cost of Construction— 

Estimated cost of construction, 
inclusive of overhead wire, 
power, and feeders, but ex- 
clusive of land~  pesum ip- 
SCT Seay Oh eth Oech cee ar ae ae Ae £21,966 


CuRL TO 


exclusive of land and compensa- 


report is dated 


Telephones, stafe. apparatus 
bundy clock. &¢.. wn. Pap, 5 1,000 
———_- £22 966 
Estimated Annual Mxpenditure-— 
Interest on cost of construction, 
£22,966 at 54 per cent..... 1,263 
Working Expenses ........... 6,674 
-_————_—— 7.937 
ASSL A COOMA LR OVCTING «a0. 6 suena a's ei 0.6.0 vie oie 5,600 
Estimated Annual Loss .......... £2 BoC 


+ 8913—A 


“The proposed extension comménces from the existing 
line at the intersection of Pittwater and Queenscliff roads, 
and proceeds via private property for a distance of approxi- 
mately 25 chains, thence via Curl Curl-street, Lawrence- 
street, and Moore-road to Freshwater Beach. The sharpest 
curve is of 80 feet radius, and the ruling grade 1 in 15. 

“The district in the vicinity of the proposed tram-line is 
an ideal one for building purposes. It embraces some very 
attractive building sites and is within convenient distance 
of Manly. 


“Freshwater Beach, which is close to the proposed ter- 
minus, is a popular resort of surfers and picnic parties in 


the summer months. During recent years there has been 
a fair amount of development in the locality, and, although 
a large number of the buildings at present erected are used 
for week-end purposes, a greater proportion are occupied by 
permanent residents. Visitors and others at present reach 
Freshwater by means of a motor ’bus which travels via 
Queenscliff-road or by leaving the existing tramway at 
Collingwood-street and crossing the footbridge over Curl 
Curl lagoon. 

“As compared with the present means of access a tram- 
way would undoubtedly stimulate settlement and increase 
tourist traffic, but as the proposed extension cannot be re- 
garded as an urgent work, the Commissioners are of opinion 
that the construction of the line should be held over for the 
present, particularly in view of the unsatisfactory financial 
position of the Manly lines, the accumulated loss on which 


for the five years ended 30th June, 1920, amounted to 
£42,628. * : 
The Common Seal of the 


Railway Comimissioners 
for New South Wales was 
hereunto afflxed the 21st 
day of July, 1921, in the 
presence of,— 
(Signed) W. 


(1.8. ) 


JAMES HWRASER, 
Jd He CANINA 


J. Morris, Secretary. 


This preposed tramway connection has been before the 
Department since 1909, and has been the subject of represen- 
talions on nuimerous occasions by the members for the dis- 
trict, the Warringah Shire Council, and the Freshwater Pro- 
gress Association and Tramway League, and by deputations 
and petitions from the residents of Freshwater. Various 
rowies have been propesed, and in 1911 the matter was given 
consideration by the Tramway Proposals Committee. 

In their report, dated 30th May, 1911, the Ty ramway Pro- 
posals Conunittee, on the question of route, favoured a con- 
nection with the Manly-Narrabeen Line at either Harbord- 
Street cr Queenscliff-road. At the same time they found 
that owing to the comparatively small continuous residential 
population the estimates of revenue from the line were not 
encouraging, and expressed the opinion that the question of 
providing communication with Freshwater might stand over 
until the effect as regards trend of population of the Manly- 
Narrabeen Line should be known. In view of the Commit- 


* Loss for 1920-21, vide Commissioners’ Annual Report—£10,666, 
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Witness—T. B. Cooper, 10 January, 1922. 


tee’s report the Minister of the day (Mr. Griffith) decided 
to take no further action in the matter unless guarantees 
against loss on the working of the line were provided. 


Further representations were made from time to time by 
Dr. Arthur, M.L.A., as to the necessity for the line, and in 
June, 1914, the Warringah Shire Council and the residents 
of Freshwater.intimated through Dr. Arthur, M.L.A., that 
they were prepared to provide a guarantee against loss on 
the working of the tramway. The Minister (Mr. Griffith) 
thereupon directed that a survey be made and estimates 
prepared. The route taken was via Queenscliff-road, Law- 
rence, Albert, and Moore streets, and the estimated cost ¢x- 
clusive of land resumption was £18,887. The Chief Rail- 
way Commissioner, in a report dated 6th April, 1915, esti- 
mated an annual loss of £2,841. He also pointed out that 
earlier anticipations of the permanent resident population 
had not been realised and expressed the opinion that the 
construction of the extension at that time would be pre- 
mature. 

Subsequently, by direction of the succeeding Minister (Mr. 
Cann), a trial survey was made and estimate prepared of an 
alternative route along the ocean foreshores along Queens- 
cliff Headland to Freshwater. The length was 70 chains 
single track, and the estimated cost £16,524, but the esti- 
mated cost of land resumptions would be much greater than 
that involved in the original proposal. The Deputy Chief 
Railway Commissioner, in a report, dated 16th October, 1916, 
considered that whereas the tramway, via the original route, 
would serve the vast majority of the populated district, the 
alternative route was convenient to only a small portion of 
the residential areas of Queenscliff. In any case the proposal 
to construct the tramway was, in his opinion, premature, and 
could not be recommended at that time. 

No further action was then taken, but in May, 1919, the 
Jate Minister (Mr. Ball), in the course of an interview with 
Dr. Arthur, M.L.A., and Mr. BE. W. Quirk, stated that if the 
local people would come forward with a scheme to assist 
financially he would put the matter of the construction of 
the line very strongly before Cabinet. Subsequently, Dr. 
Arthur wrote intimating that the people of the district were 
prepared to raise £10,000 to be invested in Treasury bonds 
at 5 per cent. for 10 years, not negotiable until after 5 years. 
The views of the then Colonial Treasurer (Mr. Fitzpatrick) 
were sought on the subject, and he replied that the proposed 
extension might be dealt with if those interested should take 
up stock or debentures with the Treasury to the full amount 
of the estimated cost and enter into an undertaking to be 
responsible for any loss on the working over a certain period. 
This proposal should, however, be contingent on the Railway 
Commissioners recommending the extension as one which 
it was desirable should be constructea. 

The Railway Commissioners were thereupon asked for 
an expression of opinion as to the desirability of the line. 
They replied on 22nd January, 1920, that the cost of con- 
struction of the extension to Freshwater was estimated at 
£18,887, exclusive of land resumptions, the estimated annual 
working cost would be £6,865, and the estimated annual 


revenue £4,800, showing a loss of £2,465 per annum. 
“Wreshwater,’ the Commissioners continued, ‘is already 


frequented to some extent by bathers and week-end visitors, 
and there is no doubt that the facilities which the proposed 
tramway would offer would have the effect of increasing its 
popularity, and at the same time stimulating building opera- 
tions in the locality through which the line would pass. In 
view of this, and subject to the conditions laid down by the 
Minister, the Commissioners recommend that the question 
of proceeding with this work be favourably considered. 
With regard to the financing of the proposal, it is suggested 
that the period over which those interested be responsible 
for any loss in working be fixed at ten years, and that the 
matter be reviewed annually.” Dr. Arthur was informed in 
terms of the Commissioners’ report, but a definite reply was 
not received from him. 

On 18th February, 1920, the Minister (Mr. Ball), accom- 
panied by Dr. Arthur, Messrs. Weaver and Cocks, Ms.L.A., 
visited Freshwater to receive a deputation from the local 
people on the question of the tramway. 

Mr. Kearney (Chairman, Freshwater Tramway Commitee), 
drew attention to the large area of vacant land which would 
be built upon if the tramway were constructed. All the land 
had been subdivided with the exception of some 64 acres, 
and within twelve months there would be 200 houses built 
in the district. In eight vears the number of pupils at the 
Public School had increased from 40 to 325. He thought the 
cost of the line had been over-estimated. No resumptions 
would be necessary because the owners of the land were pre- 
pared tc give what was wanted for the tramway free. He 
also poiited out that the Balmoral people had been granted 
a tram without their having to contribute any of the cost. 


Mr. Feterkin said there were some hundred acres sub- 
divided and available for settlement wich would be very 
suitable for soldiers’ homes. The present unimproved value 
of the land was £187,254. 


Mrs. Leatham referred to the difficuities experienced by 
women in negotiating the steps over the hill to get to and 
from ireshwater. If tramway facilities were provided 
Freshwater would become still more a residential area and 
week-end camps would disappear. 

Dr. Arthur, Messrs. Weaver and Cocks, Ms.L.A., and 
Councillors Stirling and Cavill endorsed all that had been 
said, and asked the Minister to give a definite promise that 
something would be done. 

Mr. Ball, in his reply said: “ Ishall endeavour to get 
Cabinet to consent to the construction of the line. I will 
do my part in putting it up to Cabinet as a work which 
ought to be carried out and can be carried out without re- 
ference to the Public Works Committee or Parliament. I 
shall put the view to Cabinet, not ordy that we should go on 
with the work, but that we should find the money without 
you finding any money at all. 

It was then decided by the Government to enter upon the 
work at the earliest possible date, but before a commence- 
ment could be made the new Government succeeded to 
power and the financial position passed under review. 

In leaving the matter for the consideration of his success- 
or, Mr. Ball minuted papers that in his opinion the work 
was a desirable one which should be carried out at an early 
date. The present Minister (Mr. Estell) then instructed the 
Railway Commissioners to include an amount in their draft 
Loan Estimates, 1920-21, for the construction of the tram- 
Way, and an amount was so included. However, following 
a drastic revision of the Estimates, the amount was struck 
off. 

Jn February, 1921, Mr. Weaver, M.L.A., submitted an offer 
on behalf of a financial corporation to advance up to 
£20,000 cash at 6 per cent. per annum for 20 years, repay- 
able in rests of 5 years. This offer was forwarded for con- 
sideration of the Colonial Treasurer, and subsequently, at the 
latter’s request, the. Railway Commissioners’ views were 
asked on the matter. 

On 11th April, 1921, the Minister visited Freshwater and 
personally went over the route of the peoposed tramway in 
company with Messrs. Murphy, Arthur, and Reid, Ms.L.A. 
At Freshwater a large deputation waited upon him to urge 
the early construction of the line. After hearing represen- 
tations of the Parliamentary representatives and prominent 
residents, Mr. Estell replied to the effect that he had referred 
Mr. Weaver's proposal to the Colonial Treasurer who would 
like to know whether the people were prepared to find a fair 
proportion of the estimated annual loss in the event of the 
tramway being constructed. He (Mr. Hstell) was quite 
prepared to honour the promise that the work would be com- 
menced, but he could not do anything until the new financial 
year. He would, to the best of his ability, see that pro- 
vision vas included for the work on the next Estimates. If 
Mr. Weaver’s proposai was then still available and accept- 
able, the Government might accept it. The work would be 
one of the first put in hand after the commencement of the 
new financial year. ; 

Subsequently (25/4/21) a reply was received from the 
Railway Department in regard to Mr. Weaver’s proposal. It 
was stated that the estimated cost of the construction of 
the line, exclusive of land resumptions, would be £21,966, 
while the annual working cost, including interest at 36 
per cent., which was a condition of Mr. Weaver’s proposal, 
would exceed the estimated revenue by £2,392. Continuing, 
the report stated: “It is not considered that the line will 
be a payable proposition at least for some time, but for the 
reasons stated in my previous report. of 22nd January, 1920, 
and subject to the conditions therein stated, its construc- 
tion might be favourably considered. At the same time the 
Commissioners are of opinion that the proposed tram-line 
cannot be regarded as an urgent work. I might further 
point out that, in view of the increased estimated cost of 
construction now exceeding £20,000, the matter would 
require to be referred for the consideration of the Public 
Works Committee.” 

Following on the Railway Department’s reply, the Minis- 
ter directed that a statutory report be obtained from the 
Comunissioners, so that the proposal might be referred to 
the Public Works Committee. This was furnished on 21st 
July, 1921, and is that quoted herein. 

Plan, &e., herewith. Further information in regard to the 
proposed tramway, including details of estimate, will be 
placed before the Committee by the Railway Commissioners’ 
oflicers. 

T. B. COOPER, 
Under-Secretary for Public Works, 
9th January, 1922. 


2. Respecting the offer of Mr. Weaver, M.L.A., on behalf 
of a financial corporation to advance up to £20,000 eash at 
6 per cent. per annum for twenty years for the construction 
of the line, which was submitted for the consideration of 
the Colonial Treasurer, did the Public Works Department 
receive a reply from him?—No, nothing definite that 
enabled us to go any further with it. 


A 
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FRIDAY, 10 FEBRUARY, 1922. 


Present ;— 
Toe Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Vice-Cuairman) IN THE CHAIR, 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Witt1Am Ferrous Hurury. 


JouNn Barer, Esq. 
‘The Hon. WALTER BENNETT, 


Artuur RowLaNp Garpiner, sq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl to 
Freshwater. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, Department of Railways, 
sworn, and examined ;-— 


3. Chairman.| Have you an estimate of the cost of the proposed tramway !—Yes ; it is as follows :— 


RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY CONSTRUCTION BRANCH. 
Curt Curt TO FRESHWATER ELEcTRIC TRAMWAY. 


Single track, 67 chains long with three 5-chain loops. 
radius. 


EstIMATED cost exclusive of land and compensation. 


Total length, 1 mile 2 chains. 
Standard wage, 15s. 9d. per day. 


Ruling grade, 1 in 15. Sharpest curve, 80 feet 


(23rd December, 1921.) 


Description of Work. Quantity. Unit. Rate. Total amount. 
: 28. ifs ole ee Sere Cee 
Pxcavabronum cuttings, LG LeCb DAS ci. cs. cevecssceqeeseccecdsesuersserstigescsetes 3,000 cub, yds. Gy oO. Os 900 0 O 
» RU TVBEUE ponbegon= bear cutndeee Cb USCODU ICG AAO acu pee TDODE Sane Ian i eeranri ae 2,524 3 Or oe G 694 2 O 
Sleepersmrencarcs.. ME eats Cards ade oaiicedeharsibindadvaaploslesae.tans ess epep icles b ssyee 2,165 each - O16 6 703 12 6 
Ebegte ae Oat TE NCI te tiles Sia daicle aac s sciae sie diac vice vie wiainarain ata viea seals aeanosines snnens 3,040 tons Q IL G 1,748 0 O 
PeGeNe Uy AALS PLOACINE yc ln scecrsisdcseres veavsesds oaceaenin womvisais Maat tantens es nae 1,804 lin. yds. ()) SMe 315 14 0 
REE TGUen MRR ee ater fate to orig fervstidde ua secs seascrsenccae nedee dij wea tadeed annowa sae newoss 5,600 sq. yds. Oe Ue G 90 0 0 
Rema eOE WAY WAVCLIS|—TAIS. 0.0. ,.02.0i-6s0scneccuarssnnsossacecctevesoeedgvossevans 203 tons 200 0 4,060 0 O 
Fs i TAA POLIULL SSW ace ene con eat ve ae seats aie vsantiet ot tt c'e 11 _ 456 OF OQ 495 0 0 
a “ MeL Lib Cenc co vaseae Meter carte mos cu iideran leeaetints s sein 222 AF 0 8 4 92 10 0 
-¢ a BT oe caterer meets h curse ca pice ttansena. ttc sepes 1,720 lin, yds. 0 5 6 473 0 0 
RIPONCSPANUNCTOSSINGS—TACETIAL 0... ..sssecsscucasensccasts beiveconnstessieevaesses 5 sets each 120 0 0 600 0 0 
by ese of LES AIINE? a morcoonbeabas Seenee te HRRCenNDnE Spe nkpoadbaoondegs satan 60 lin. yds. re OG 60 0 0 
Double junction, complete ,......6cccaccscscseseeseee “fBShei8.a60 00SRLEIOS: BoUbDoNgNGOn soe Jinprngai aie ll spegcemotwancbea’ I)! nobeoolbooasmpnate 1,000 0 0 
MIMMNS USE ean tlie ecncciendeenscaiiecasnsectonsate ar vesiess Vote volinenas noes 100 each ey MY, 160 0 O 
eRe ere lea oe abs deer sdetans coneiaOs cena seaeab see ose souroegesaunessaienes 460 x3 Ure a, 253 0 0 
RR eMC nara ce ns icns cto acswtrenpiemacahtraicas sccharcrc cecesevesdetcsaceecceocsaedee s0% inca oMsniin I ehGienneaonc cee |! cba sponesandegeeeae 500 0 O 
PMR AD ONAEUORSUTCOU LOVE! Si cardaiemedrcettercirscssiwaherisoaneanevevtsstswencescnes Sajess itp slit ee cee ticceCee Mia aaidbissaes. saawaes 350 0 0 
Ke PASHAN WALGIO INA MS meme cmie gases snler snug ieedduede- ose tees eet eareencs eta | PA or Mine cele oom elie a te ite 250 0 0 
ag LELaP One Mitte suerte des MONE St anette ce ian aas sacceie tices sanecasaldeeats nag, © Miah Mptaeosmngaeeate et A> ontit@naneearonnnn 150 0 0 
£12,894 18 6 
Engineering, H.O. charges, and contingencies, 187% ......ssccseseereeseeee ReGckes & Boraceences TM eedeaesaghag nt Mel Modo abotan pln genet 2,321 1 6 
£15,216 0 0 
Chief Electrical Engineer’s estimate (dated Ist March, 1921) :— 

Poles and overhead wiring... 6.750 0 0 

Power and feeders ........ 0. fo citeteeeereteeeesesteeeeaesesneneenenecneneeneneecene ene see nena eter ees nene ee een ee See ne Hana EE SE Cate iS) 
Me SUSE LCEY CLOCKS, 15Gn Wee resmertreusar--ciatsesntgs eva sdecocseevagessepeces cerned sersene Snaqoboboribineege Ab HamicavonsosbonssonReCE 1,000 0 0 
POUR E Se tae cceas Aah jacent ne Gadi ab uote ence ene On: NESE eERD ie eodsade Rone benateis £22,966 0 0 


That estimate being made in December does not allow for 
the increased cost due to the forty-four hour week. 

4, What would be the additional cost due to the forty- 
four hour week?—Approximately £1,500. There might 
be a decrease in the cost of rails. 


Edward John Doran, Tramway Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Tramways, sworn and examined :— 


5. Vice-Chairman.| You have prepared a statement with 
regard to the tramway from Manly to Freshwater ?—Yes ; 
it is as follows :— 


ProposeD TRAMWAY, Curt Cur To FRESHWATER. 


The propesal is to connect with the Manly-Narrabeen tramway 
at a point immediately north of the crossing of Curl Curl Lagoon 
at 1 mile 28 chains from Manly, and proceed north-westerly along 
Pittwater-road and through private property, thence north-easterly 
across Dalley-road and again through private property to Curl Curl 
street, northerly along part of that street to Lawrence-street and 
easterly along that street to Albert-street, and south-easterly along 
Moore-road to the Esplanade at Queenscliffe Beach, where the line 
terminates at 2 miles 15 chains from Manly. 


The length of the new track is 67 chains. 
one crossing loop is proposed. 


A single track with 


£ 
Estimated cost of construction ..........60.65 22,966 
Estimated annual expenditure .......c0se0se 7,937 
Estimated annual revenue ...,.,....ecseeeenees 5,600 
JiG8si stains Deane ie si'ss Reet Bvee-aeatts £2,330 


The proposal to connect up Freshwater with the Manly-Narrabeen 
line has, according to the Under Secretary’s report; been under 
consideration since 1909. 

The Railway Commissioners were not, however, asked for a 
report on the matter until May, 1915, although the Tramway Pro- 
posals Committee reported on the matter in May, 1911. The Tram- 
way Proposals Committee on that occasion considered no less than 
four distinct routes which had been suggested to it, namely :— 


1, Junctioning with the existing Manly-Brookvale Tramway 
at Carlton-street, proceeding along the East Steyne, and via 
a road to be constructed around Curl Curl Head, thence to 
Undercliffe-road, Freshwater. (This is known as the 
Queenscliffe Headland route. ) 


2, Junctioning with the existing Manly-Brookvale tramway at 
Collingwood-street, thence along Collingwood-street, crossing 
Curl Curl Lagoon at a point near the footbridge, thence 
over the hill to Greycliff-road, and via a cutting to Fresh- 
water. (This is known as the Bridge-road route.) 


3. Junctioning with the existing Manly-Brookvale tramway at 
Harbord-road, along that road for a short distance, thence 
via a deviation through resumed property to Lawrence- 
street, thence along that street to Albert-street, Moore- 
street, and Charles-street to Ocean View-road. (This is 
known as the Rowes Hill route.) 


4. Junctioning with the existing Manly-Brookvale tramway at 
Queensclifte-road, along that thoroughfare for a short 
distance, thence via resumed property to. Lawrence-street, 
thence to Ocean View-road, (This is known as the Queens- 
cliffe-road route.) 

At that time only one estimate had been prepared for a con- 
nection on the Queenscliffe Headland route (No. 1), and the cost, 
inclusive of roadway, but exclusive of power, feeders, and rolling- 
stock, was estimated at £15,906. The Committee did not favour 


* 844 


Witness—K. J. Doran, 10 February, 1922. 


this route, but thought a connection via the Rowes Hill route (No. 
3), or via the Queenscliffe-road route (No. 4) preferable. Both these 
proposals are different to that now under consideration. 

In 1915 a proposed tramway leaving the existing Manly-Brookvale 
tramway north of Curl-Curl Bridge, thence to and along Lawrence- 
street, Albert-street, and on to Moore-street, thence to the Beach, 
was submitted to the Railway Commissioners for the first time, and 
several estimates have been prepared since that period. The follow- 
ing figures show the comparisons between the estimates furnished 
in 1915 and 192] :— 


Cost of Construction. Annual Expenditure. Annual Revenue, 
Year, | A nount. Year. Amount. Year. Amount. 

£ £ £ 
April, 1915...) 18,887 | April, 1915..| 5,341 | April, 1915..| 2,500 
July, as 22,966 | July, 1921...| 7,937 | July, 1921...) 5,600 


The estimates furnished in 1921 show an increase of 21 per cent., 
48 per cent., and 124 per cent., respectively, over those submitted 
in 1915. The estimated annual expenditure for 192! included the 
basic wage, but not the 44-hour week. 

The Tramway Proposals Committee, reporting on this line in 
1911, stated :—‘* In view of all the facts, the Committee is of opinion 
that the effect of the extension of the Manly-Brookvale line to 
Collaroy Beach, Narrabeen, should first be noted, as there is a 
possibility that the trend of population will be in the direction of 
Narrabeen when the extra section is constructed, and that, there- 
fore, the question of providing communication to Freshwater should 
stand over for the present.” 

At that time the Tramway ran as far as Brookvale only, a distance 
of 3 miles 14 chains from Manly Pier, but there is no doubt that the 
extension of the tramway to Collaroy Beach, a distance of 6 miles 
32 chains from Manly Pier, and Narrabeen, a distance of 7 miles 62 
chains from Manly Pier, has been responsible for a very large 
growth of population in those districts, whilst the population of 
Freshwater has not, from a tramway point of view, advanced in a 
similar ratio ; in fact, the proposal is to runa direct service between 
Manly and Freshwater, with single units at half-hourly intervals on 
week-days and at quarter-hourly intervals on Sundays and holidays, 
whilst the services to Brookvale, Dee Why, Collaroy Beach, and 
Narrabeen are at half-hourly intervals on week-days, and quarter- 
hourly intervals on Sundays and holidays, with coupled units and 
relief trams as required to Dee Why and Collaroy Beach, and there 
is considerable difficulty experienced in handling this traffiv now on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. 

In May, 1916, an alternative route, via Collingwood-street (No. 2) 
to Freshwatcr, was proposed. It was considered that the revenue 
to be expected from this route would not exceed £2,000 per annum, 
due to the fact that the proposal would only serve a portion of the 
residents in the locality. 

In September, 1919, a further proposal, via Harbord-road and 
Lawrence-street (No. 3), was submitted, but the present proposal 
was considered preferable. 

In November, 1919, a deputation waited upon the Chief Railway 
Commissioner, and pressed for the tramway connection between 
Manly and Freshwater. It was pointed out that although the 
population in the area to be served by the tramway had increased, 
the building of the line was thought to be premature. 

In January, 1920, the matter was further considered on represen- 
tations from Dr. Arthur, M.L.A., who advocated construction of 
the tramway, provided the cost was financed by residents, and that 
a guarantee against loss was forthcoming. The Railway Commis- 
sioners recommended that the question of proceeding with this work 
be favourably considered, subject to the conditions laid down in the 
communication from the Under Secretary for. Public Works. No 
further action has, so far as I know, been taken. . 

In April, 1921, the matter was further represented by Mr. Weaver, 
M.L.A., who made a somewhat similar offer to that made by Dr, 
Arthur, M.L.A , to finance the tramway, but no action was taken, 
as it was understood that the cost of construction would exceed 
£20,000, and that in consequence it would be necessary for the pro- 
posal to be referred to the Public Works Committee for considera- 
tion. As a result, the Railway Commissioners were asked for a 
Statutory Report, which is now before the Committee and incor- 
porated in the précis from the Under Secretary for Public Works, 
which is briefly summarised in my opening remarks. 

There is now a very fair residential population, in addition to 
which there is a number of tourists and week-enders, 

At the present time the district is served by three lives of motor 
*buses as follows : 


1, Manly Wharf to Freshwater, via Curl Curl Bridge, termin- 
ating approximately 20 chains from the beach. 
. Manly Wharf to Queenscliffe steps, via the tram line and 
Collingwood-street. 
3. Manly Wharf to Pine-street, via Whistler-road, thence along 
the Ocean Beach to Queenscliffe steps. 


Residents travelling via the two latter routes are compelled to 
negotiate a very severe grade to get to their homes, and those wishing 
to reach the beach have a considerable distance to walk. Other 
residents prefer to take the ordinary Manly—Narrabeen tram to the 
various streets leading towards the residential portion or to the 
week-end resorts, 


to 


4 


The fares by the motor omnibuses over the routes indicated are :— 
No. 1.—6d. up to 11 p.m., after which it is 8d. during week- 
days, and 8d. on Sundays and holidays. 
Nos. 2 and 3.—14d. up to 11 p.m., after which it is 3d. during 
week-days, and 3d. on Sundays and holidays. 

The through fare by tram would be 3d. on week-days and 4d. oa 
Sundays; children, ld. 

At the present time the first tramway section ends at mileage 80 
chains, and one additional section would, therefore, require to be 
established from that point to Freshwater. It might be pointed 
out that although the length of the new track would only be 67 
chains, the tram would run over 28 chains of the existing track in 
the 2nd section. 

The estimate of traffic was taken out on selected days in June and 
July last, and the figures include :— 


(a) All persons travelling to and from Manly and joining or 
alighting at Collingwood-strect, one stopping place from 
the end of the Ist section of the Manly-Narrabeen line, 
and walking to and from the direction of Freshwater ; 


()) All passengers leaving trams coming from the direction of 
Narrabeen, and all passengers joining trams travelling in 
the direction of Narrabeen, at Queenscliffe-road, and walking 
to and from Freshwater. 

(c) All passengers travelling by the motor omnibus to and from 
Freshwater when passing Queenscliffe-road. 


It should be borne in mind, however, that at the present time 
Freshwater people using the tram as far as Collingwood-street 
already pay for one section, viz., 2d. each way, and walk the 
remainder of the distance. Under the altered conditions, assuming 
that the tramway were constructed, the Department would get 
only an additional penny from these passengers ; that is to say, that 
instead of paying 2d. for one section as at present, they would pay 
3d. for the through journey to Freshwater; and the estimate of 
revenue is accordingly based upon this assumption. 


There is also a number of Freshwater residents and visitors using 
the main line trams at either Queenscliffe-road or Harbord-road, 
and who already pay for the two sections on the main line, and 
from whom, therefore, we would not get any additional revenue, 
except that it would be transferred from the main line earnings to 
the branch line revenue. 


Assuming, therefore, that a fair percentage of these people would 
travel by tram, and making a liberal allowance for holiday traffic 
and increased patronage during the summer season, it is estimated 
that the revenue likely to be derived would not exceed £5,600 per 
annum, 


The estimate of revenue quoted was asked for at a period when 

there was no excursion traflic, and was an indication of the traffic 
likely to be derived from a permanent population. 
It might be claimed that Freshwater should be eredited 
with the through-fare of 3d. from Manly, instead of 
ld., as I suggest ; but as it has not paid anything for 
the line which was built for the convenience of the 
through passengers to Narrabeen, and has the advantage of 
it, it is only right we should claim to have earned 2d. on 
the main line. 

5. Are not the fares which you state are paid on the 
motor ‘buses somewhat enormous compared with what will 
have to be paid under this proposal. Would the tramway 
be capable of taking those ’buses off that line ?—I feel sure 
of that, except the one running along The Corso for 13d., 
which might continue; but I do not think with any 
success. 

6. In spite of the heavy fares which people haye to pay 
by motor ’bus over the various routes you have mentioned, 
has the district developed ?—Yes, it has developed con- 
siderably since the Tramway Advisory Board reported on 
it. It is gradually increasing. Houses continue to be 
built. 

7. In the estimate which you give in your statement for 
April, 1915, the expected revenue is put down at £2,500. 
In a little over six years that amount went up to £5,600. 
Would it be fair to expect that, in another three years, if 
there was not a similar increase, there would be an increase 
sufficient to make up the difference between revenue and 
working expenses and interest ?—Judging by the population 
that has gone out to the other places, I should say, yes, it 
should show a very satisfactory result. In three years’ 
time I think we would be practically able to handle the 
traffic with the same cars. hat is to say, we would have 
better patronage and have no further expenses as far as 
cars or staff were concerned. 

8. Would you care to venture an opinion as to whether 
the proposition is one which should be carefully considered ? 
—I think it is one which should stand over, because the 
Manly Imes have not been very satisfactory. 


9. Has the long line from the Spit right out to 
Narrabeen been a success?—We do not keep each part 
separately ; we have the whole earnings. 

10. You include The Spit line with the through Manly 
line’—Yes. The Manly lines showed a loss in 1910 
of £2,045; in 1911, £3,321; in 1912, £5,369; in 1913, 
£95,326 ; in 1914, £7,117; in 1915, £13,518; in 1916, 
£8,289; in 1917, £8,090; in 1918, £7,267; in 1919, 
£9,912; in 1920, £9,070; and in 1921, £10,666. 

11. What are the reasons fer those rather extreme 
fluctuations?—My recollection is that we did a lot of 
duplication and put up additional feeders during some of 
those years, especially durmg 1915, which affected the 
financial result. Some of the years show very large expen- 
diture because of relaying portions of the tracks, additional 
crossing work, double lines, additional feeders, or power or 


car sheds. I should take that to be the case in 1915. Still 
the average loss appears to be about £8,000. Notwith- 


standing the enormous growth of Narrabeen, Collaroy 
Beach, and Dee Why, the business has not been satisfactory, 

12. Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether Fresh- 
water Beach offers more attractions than the adjoining 
beaches from the point of view of safe surfing?—It is 
recognised {o be a very safe beach. During the last 
twenty-five weeks our beaches have been practically deserted. 
I have been assuming that the revenue derived at Manly 
will be normal, that there will be no wet week-ends. 
Otherwise the loss would be considerably greater. A large 
percentage of the people who visit that district are week- 
enders only, and would not go there in wet weather. We 
have had that experience at Maroubra. It was going to be 
the beach of the State. It has been very poorly patronised. 
It is said to be the best beach of the south side. It is 
recognised to be the safest beach, but the traffic to it has 
been very disappointing indeed. J am allowing a very 
liberal margin for the Freshwater earnings when I put it 
down at 5,600. I am sure the earnings of Maroubra are 
not half that amount. ‘The evidence which was given with 
regard to Maroubra was that it was going to eclipse Coogee; 
it would take people away from Coogee and relieve it. It 
has done nothing of the kind As far as Freshwater is 
concerned, I would not like to say the same experience 
would be met with ; but the indications are that the trend 
of travel will be to Dee Why and Collaroy. 

13, Mr. T'ravers.| Whathas been the result from a tramway 
revenue point of view of the construction of branch tram 
lines from the main line ?—We have not kept the earnings 
separate. Take the Manly line; we have not kept the 
Spit earnings separately ; it is bunched with Manly. The 
same thing applies to North Sydney ; the Mosman line, for 
instance, is bunched with North Sydney. The Commis- 
sioners will eventually discontinue the George’s Heights line, 
the traffic to which is very unsatisfactory. The branch line 
from The Spit to Manly is well patronised at present, but 
the working expenses are large in consequence of the heavy 
grade. 

14. Speaking generally, branch lines do not contribute 
as well mile for mile as the main lines?—No. If you take 
the whole of the branch lines from Sydney and suburbs, 
those connecting with the railway line, with the exception 
of Brighton-Le-Sands and Cronulla lines, they are failures. 
The Parramatta, Ashfield~Burwood, Arncliffe, and Sans 
Souci lines are all failures. The Maitland Tramway, which 
has a very good population to serve in East and West 
Maitland, is also a failure. In fact all the lines outside the 
Metropolitan area—North Sydney excepted—are failures. 
The North Sydney line, which last year showed a profit of 
£3,575, had beena drag. In 1911 there was a deficit of 
£6,000 ; in 1912, £8,100 ;in 1913, £7,800 ;in 1914, £8,800; 
in 1915, £7,100 ; in 1916 there was a gain of £1,900; in 
1917 there was a loss of £1,600 ; in 1918 a gain of £418 ; 


846 


Witness—E. J. Doran, 10 February, 1922. 


in 1919 there was a loss of £582; in 1920 a gain of £159. 
On the Parramatta line there was in 1910 a Joss of £589 ; 
in 1911, £953 in 1912, £2,689; ine ]9io27£1,580 ; in 
1914, £2,200; in 1915, £1,683; in 1916, £1,854 ; in 1917, 
Ho,100 5; in, L918, £29:314 3 in’ 1919, fa zoe em 1920, 
£3,198 ; and in 1921, £2,693. Arncliffe is a very geod 
district to serve. Those are steam lines ; and whilst they 
have been probably 100 per cent. more expensive than 
electric lines, still I am not sure that even electric lines 
would be successful. The loss in 1910 was £1,479 ; in 1911, 
fief40e in t9to°2£2,603- ins 1913, £9505 wer toL4s 
22,0032 im 1915. £2,856: in 1916, £3410 Fit 9l 7, 
£1,569; in 1918, £23,467; in 1919, £2,259; in 1920, 
£3,527 ; and in 1921, £3,921. ‘The Ashfield—Mortlake 
line in 1910 showed a loss of £3,203 ; in 1911, £4,492 ; in 
1912, £7,683:; in 1913, £8,639 ; in 1914, £14,455—some 
re-laying would come in there ; in 1915 there was a loss of 
20,980 vite LLG. Sa, Olees ime 19bi. £9767 = in doles 
£8,958 ; in 1919, £8,212; in 1920, £5,343; and in 1921, 
£7,336. The figures which I have given would be typical 
of all the other lines. 

15. Do you get better results from the branch lines that 
connect with the beaches or tourist resorts generally ;—take 
the one we are considering, approximately, three-quarters of 
a mile; would you expect a better revenue from that than 
you would from tramlines for a similar distance that did 
not connect with a beach or tourist resort ?— Yes. 


16. Are the prospects of the Manly line within the next 
five years encouraging ?—They are not. 

17. Do you expect to get better results, say, during the 
next five years than during the past five years ?—That 
depends to a great extent on the wages boards and the 
working conditions. For instance, the 44-hour week will 
mean an additional expenditure of £60,000 to £70,000 a 
year. We will not get additional revenue as the result of 
that. In fact our experience is that the 44-hour week 
makes less travel on Saturdays than before. We have 
more travel to the racecourses, but we would not have the 
travel in and out of the city or from the cross-country lines 
to the beaches. Saturday seems to be almost a day of rest 
in most suburbs, except in connection with the races, cricket 
matches, or carnivals. People do not travel long distances 
and do their shopping on Saturdays as they were accustomed 
to do. : 

18. Generally, do the increases in fares show the same 
relative increase in revenue ; that is to say if the tram fares 
are increased 50 per cent. does the total revenue jump 50 per 
cent.!—No. When the fares on the second section were 
increased from Id. to 14d. we got very excellent results. 
The passengers who walked to, say, the railway station to 
save ld. would not walk to save 3d., but would pay the 
extra money. It applies also to other sections. People 
who formerly left the tram, say, at Bondi Junction paying 
only one section, now travel further on; they go into other 
sections. But on the single sections, the number of people 
travelling within the city or on the second or third section 
is less now than before. 

19. Generally, where you have increased the fares by 
50 per cent., what percentage of increase would that repre- 
sent of the total tramway revenue /—I could not say. 

The Railway Commissioners referring to this line say in 
their report :— 

As compared with the present means of access the tramway would 
undoubtedly stimulate settlement and increase tourist traffic ; but 
as the proposed extension cannot be regarded as an urgent work, 
the Commissioners aré of opinion that the construction of the line 
sheuld ke held over for the present, particularly in view of the 
unsatisfactory financial position of the Manly lines, the accumulated 


loss on which for the five years ended 30th June, 1920, amounted to 
£43,628. 


Do you hold that view ?—Yes, 
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iresent:— 
Tue Hon. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Vics-CuarrMAN) IN THE CHAIR. 


The Hon, Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. W1uu1aAM Feraus Hurury. 


Joun Barter, Esa. 
The Hon. Water BENNETT. 


ArtHur RowLanp Garpiner, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl to 
Freshwater, 


Arthur George Parr, President of the Warringah Shire, 
sworn, and examined :— 


20. Vice-Chairman.| Do you wish to make a statement ?— 
The proposed extension of the tramline to Freshwater, to my 
mind, is an urgent necessity. Freshwater is the safest 
beach on the whole coast. Its proximity to Carl Curl links 
up two good beaches, I have a fair knowledge of all the 
beaches, and the opinion of the Surf Life-saving Associa- 
tion, of which IT happen to be vice-president, is that Fresh- 
water is one of the safest beaches on the coast. 


21. Why is it the safest?—Because its headlands are 
protected largely from the influence of the southerlies and 
the currents which sweep along the coast. The character 
of the beach itself is peculiar: it shelves for a long distance 
before it deepens. There have been times when you could 
go practically a quarter of a mile out from where the water 
just touches the sand before getting beyond your depth. 
The beach itself is hard. There are no quicksands. In 
stormy times a channel might be created here and there, 
but in ordinary times there is no sudden dip which makes 
some ocean beaches dangerous. ‘There is a tremendous 
desire on the part of the people to get to the beaches, and 
that has been shown also at Freshwater. There are 854 
houses in the locahty. Perhaps half would be week-enders. 
The development of the locality is very marked, despite the 
difficulties of the motor service. There are two licensed 
vehicles running to Queenscliff Bridge which is now being 
completed by the Shire Council from the north end of 
Manly to the heights of Quecnscliff. The people are 
carried there by motor ’bus, but the journey has to be com- 
pleted on foot. Around the other way there is a route 
from the tram line by Harbord-road. Motor ’buses carry 
them over the route of the tram extension a distance of 
about three-quarters of a mile. The present development 
is almost purely residential. The traffic may be influenced 
by tourists, but the development that has taken place 
there is residential of a very substantial character. An 
illustration of the permanent progress of Freshwater is the 
establishment of a garbage system unknown in the shire 
before, for which they are paying 6d. or 8d. a tin for 
clearance. There is a garbage system in Queenscliff. 
There is an electric hight system in Queenscliff and Fresh- 
water which does not extend to other parts of the shire. 
The development has been so marked that we were able 
recently to reduce the lighting rate. 


22; Where do you get your light!—From Manly. As 
evidence of progress, only last night the council considered 
at a special meeting the system of electric reticulation in 
the shire. Eighteen months ago we entered into a 
tentative arrangement with the City Council to take it in 
bulk through Manly—not from Manly —using high tension 
wires, and already provision is made in Manly for our own 
meters, The difficulty was to get the necessary capital. 
Eighteen months ago, through the stringency of the money 
market, we were unable to raise £20,000 which was required, 
but recently Sir Denison Miller gave practically a definite 
promise, that if certain formalities were gone through, he 
would advance the amount we required’ for electricity. 
Street-lighting will now be provided as far as Carrington- 
parade, and generally into the Curl Curl district itself. 

* 23. Does it include the whole of the area to be served by 
the proposed tramway, and some distance north and south 
of it ?—-Yes. The proposed tramway goes just within the 
proposed lighting area and will extend north and west. 


24, There would be a considerable extension of the area 
now supplied by electric light 7—Yes. Thecouncil last night 
passed all the necessary resolutions. All that ]as now to 
be done is to go through the legal preliminaries, and go to 
Sir Dennison Miller to obtain the money. I certainly hope 
to see the plant in full swing before the year is out. — That 
supply will be of great advantage to the place and will give 
a tremendous fillip to settlement. Take the schools. . At 
present the Freshwater school has just on 400 pupils. In 
conversation with the head master a few days ago I asked 
him if the number of pupils from permanent residents were 
increasing. He said in three weeks the new pupils num- 
bered sixty. The accommodation will soon have to be 
increased. At present there are two ’bus proprietors. One 
has two ’buses, one of which is se up-to-date that it is licen- 
sed to carry thirty passengers, and plies between Manly 
wharf and Queenscliff. The other Company has four motor 
vehicles, one of which is licensed to carry thirty-two passen- 
gers, two to carry fifteen, and one to carry eighteen. That 
is four vehicles are licensed to carry eighty passengers on one 
trip. We have repeated complaints of overcrowding. 
People have to fight for their places on the’bus. They start 
from where the tram starts at Manly pier. There is a 
regular service run throughout the day. Recently the 
Shire Council had a request from one of the men that, in 
view of the near completion of the Queenscliff bridge, 
would we grant him the sole rights for running. We 
replied we could not favorably consider his suggestion, 
that where there was competition there was likely to be a 
better service. If the proposed tram-line were constructed 
I belive it would help the Manly system considerably. I 
cannot see there would be any loss of revenue. I gave the 
number of houses as 854. Taking four persons to each 
house that represents 3416 residents. Those people are 
suffering from want of proper transit. We believe a 
tremendous impetus would be given to permanent residence 
if this tramway were constructed. Even now there has 
been great development despite the disadvantage of high 
fares. Values have shown a steady yearly increase. The 
Freshwater street lighting proposed is in the area that will 
be served by the tram. In 1918 the unimproved value of 
the land was £154,000. Four years later it was £233,400. 
That is without a tramway. With a tramway is it not 
fair to assume there will be a still further increase in values 
and that the number of residents will increase. The Com- 
missioners say in their report :— 

The district in the vicinity of the proposed tram-line is an ideal 
one for building purposes. It embraces some very attractive 
building sites and is within convenient distance of Manly. _ . 

Freshwater Beach, which is close to the proposed terminus, is 
a popular resort of surfers and picnic parties for the summer 
months. During recent years there has been a fair amount of 
development in the locality, and, although a large number of the 
buildings at present erected are used for week-end purposes, a 
greater proportion are occupied hy permanent residents. Visitors 
and others at present reach Freshwater by means of a motor ’bus 
which travels v.a Queenscliff-road, or by leaving the existing 
tramway at Co!lingwood-street and crossing the footbridge over 
Curl Carl lagoon, 


The Commissioners at the time pointed out that there was 


one motor ’bus running, but at the present time there are ° 


five ’buses rurning regularly ; so that it must be acknow- 
ledged there has been a tremendous development in that 
time. A count made by a number of committeemen of the 
Tram League, from 28th November to 4th December, 1921, 
showed that the number of passengers who travelled from 
Manly to Freshwater was 15,804 persons. If we take the 
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number at 15.000, that will represent 750,000 in a year, 
which, if the fare was only 2d., would amount to £6,250, 
as against £5,600 which the Commissioners estimate. The 
Commissioners said that they require to receive £7,900 to 
prevent loss. Provided that electric lights and power, and 
proper means of transit were afforded, there would not be 
a loss on the line. If the motor people find it pays to run 
five or six motors, surely that is evidence that there is some- 
thing being done there. Look at how Manly has developed, 
and yet the North Steyne beach is not a safe beach. As 
reasonable men we can assume that with reasonable carriage 
provided for the people, there would be such a tremendous 
fillip given to this district that it would not only provide 
revenue for itself, but help in preventing any loss on the 
Manly system. For sanitary purposes over the whole area 
we levy 3d. in the £. 

25. Is it the pan system ?—Yes. Where there is a house 
which gets the service we consider more should be paid in 
connection with it than for vacant land, and levy an extra 
£1. Houses are being built in the shire at the rate of about 
two per working day, principally between Narrabeen and 
Curl Curl. The proposed extension is not only going to help 
the beach portion of the district, bat also building areas 
along the Manly-road. At the top of the hill at Harbord- 
road are some of the finest building sites in the locality ; 
that is the old Pittwater-road. Given facilities to get to 
the top of that hill, few sites in Manly would rival it. 

26. Take the settled area of Freshwater itself: were the 
subdivisions of the various estates submitted to your coun- 
cil?—Yes. Recently the subdivisions known as Pfoeffer’s 
Paddock was put before the council. That is in the vicinity 
of the public school, about three quarters of a mile from 
where this tram would touch at present. Some of that 
land brought up to £3 a fcot, 

27. On the portion of the town around Freshwater, what 
is the general width of the street ?--About 66 feet—some 
may be les. 

28. Were all the subdivisions submitted -to your council, 
or are some older than the shire ?—NSome are older than the 
shire. 

29. In view of the fact that there are some narrow streets 
in that set:led ar-a, do you think the construction of this 
tram line would lead to the displacement of wooden build- 
ings and the construction of brick and stone cottages later 
on?—I do, without a doubt. At Brookvale there are 
two companies—the Beacon Hill Brick Company and the 
Manly Brick Company—in active operation, about 2 miles 
from this particular locality. 

30. Would not the comparative narrowness of some of 
the streets delay the permanent development of the district 
if the tramway were extended through it ?—No. 

31. During the war was there much development around 
Pittwater, or, like other districts, did it suffer from the 
effects of the war ?—No, since the war there has been great 
progress made in the district. 

32. Do you know of any other Jarge areas of private land 
through whick the proposed tramway would pass ?—I think 
that where the tramway will run through the private land 
the people will give the land. 

33. Do the motor ’buses plying to the beach at Fresh- 
water disembark any of their passengers at the nearest 
point of the tramway ; if so, what fares do they charge ?— 
The fare to the steps at Harbord-road, I believe, is the same 
as the tram. Further on the fare, I think, is 6d. each way ; 
I think it is 8d. on Sundays and holidays. Tbe shire had 
until recently full jurisdiction over that particular area, 
but because of certain complaints with regard to taxi 
drivers imposing upon people, we asked the Traffic Depart- 
ment to take over that portion of the shire under its 
control. But even now I believe the charge is 6d. each 
way and 8d. on holidays. If a proposed short-section 
tramway were constructed, people wouid have to pay 2d. 
on an ordinary day and 3d. on Sundays to travel from 
Freshwater to Manly. 

34, Would the imposition of that be sufficient to get 
rid of the motor competition?—It must. The motors 
would have to go into fresh fields, of which there are 
plenty, such as the area west of Freshwater and south of 
Brookvale. 


35. Would that have any effect on the line we are 
considering ?—No. In the last paragraph of the Commis: 
sioners’ report they state : 

As compared with the present means of access, a tramway 
would undoubtedly stimulate settlement aud increase tourist traffic, 
but as the proposed extension cannot be regarded as an urgent 
work, the Commissioners are of cpinion that the construction of the 
line should be held over for the present, particularly in view of the 
unsatisfactory financial position of the Manly lines, the accumulated 
loss on which for the five years ended 30th June, 1920, amounted 
to £42,628. 

36. When giving evidence on the proposed tram line to 
Pittwater, you said that the extension to Mona Vale 
would have the effect of mmproving the unsatisfactory con- 
dition with regard to the Manly lines. Do you anticipate 
a similar improvement on the construction of this short 
length of line?—Yes, but very much more. I am quite 
convinced that there will be no loss on this line, and that 
there will be a handy surplus to help the other line. 


37. Do you regard the work as being urgent ?— Yes. 

38. Mr. Hurley.| I understood you to say that there 
would be no resumptions on this route. Would not the 
Chinamen’s gardens have to be paid for?—I heard the 
question of resumptions discussed, and I understood the 
owners were willing to give their land free of cost. 

39. Do people who use this line patronise the ’buses !— 
Yes. 

40. And do not patronise the tram ?—For the reason that 
they would have to go part of the way in the tram and part 
of the way in the ’bus. 


r : 

41, A great number who would patronise this new tram 
patroni-e the present tram?—Yes, They prefer to pay the 
‘bus fare 1ather than walk to the top of the hill. 


42, Is there any opposition to the proposed tramway !— 
No, 


Alfred Albert Edward Ernest Vassa Reid, M.L.A., 


sworn, and examined :— 


43. Vice-Chairman.] You are an alderman of Manly?— 
Yes. I was mayor for three years. On the question 
of permanent residents: During the last twelve months 
eighteen new houses has becn erected in the Fresh- 
water district. If, eighty houses were erected with- 
out the convenience of a tramway, what would 
be erected if they had a tramway. Sometimes among 
the week-enders there are very undesirable characters. 
One of the effects of the construction of the tramway would 
be to estsblish permanent residents, causing property to 
become so valuable that the district will not be frequented 
by undesirable persons. The Railway Commissioners state 
there will be a loss on this line. When the Spit to Manly 
tramway was first mooted, the Railway Commissioners made 
a report upon that line, in which they stated the revenue 
they expected to obtain. During the first twelve months 
of the working of that line, there was a revenue four times 
greater than was estimated by the Commissioners. I think 
the same thing will happen in connection with this line. 
Everyone desires to get near to the surf. As Mr. Parr 
stated, there are hundreds of acres of land available, and 
yet in Manly cottages are unobtainable. I have a friend 
who is looking for a cottage and willing to pay £2 1Us. a 
week for one, yet it is impossible to obtain it. In con- 
nection with tbe council’s lability with regard to the pro- 
posed guarantee; An agreement would have to be entered 
into with the Railway Commissioners, Unless tbe reso- 
lution passed by the council is rescinded within a certain 
time it becomes binding upon the council. When the seal 
of the council is: placed on the agreement, no other council 
can alter that agreement. Mention was made about houses 
erected during the war. During the war timber was very 


- dear, but at the present time prices are lowering every day. 


People are only awaiting an opportunity in order to erect 
liouses in that locality. The tramway is wanted to enable 
people to get to the surf. At the Corso recently land 
brought £187 per foot. That is near the Brighton Hotel. 
Along the tram route £10 or £20 a foot has been obtained, 
The Commissioners haye encouraged the’buses. The Council 
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does not want them as they tear the roads to pieces, A man 
with a family has to pay a good deal fares riding in the 
motor buses. The loss of two ‘lives was caused by ye buses 
during the last few weeks. 1 have lived in Manly for 


WEDNESDAY, 1 


S 


15 FELRUALY, 


fifteen years. I am receiving letters every day from people 
in the country who are desirous of obtaining houses in 
Manly. I have no land there. Facilities for crepes must 
be afforded people who wish to settle in that district. 


1922. 


{resent ;— 
Tur Hox. WILLIAM THOMAS DICK (Vice-Ciairmayn), In THE CHaArR. 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Wytu1AM Ferccs Hertey, 


Joun Battey, Esa. 
The Hon. Water BENNETT, 


ArtTHUR RowLAND GARDINER. Esa. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater. 


Richard Arthur, M.L.A. for North Shore, medical 


practitioner, sworn and examined :— 


44 Vice-Chairman : Would you make a statement with 
regard to the proposed tramway ?—I have represented 
the district for the last eighteen years. I am well ac- 
quainted with the neighbourhood, and also with the 
agitation which has been carried on for many years in 
connection with this proposal. I regard the proposal as a 
very excellent one, because it seems to me that by this 
tramway an exceedingly desiralle residential area will be 
opened up. I view it from that standpoint, and not so 
much from the holiday traffic point of view. There is an 
elevated plateau there from 250 feet downwards loping 
towards the sea, which is very well adapted for bui‘ding 
purposes. From the health standpoint, to which I am 
prepared to allow considerable wealth, there should not be 
eny more desirable area within easy reach of the city, 
where there is the benefit to be obtained from the constant 
sea breezes. From the sloping nature of the ground there 
is good drainage, and there is an opportunity offere 1 to the 
people to get to the beaches. This proposal involves nos 
only the Freshwater beach, but the much larger beach, 
Curl Curl, north of Freshwater beach. The effect of the 
climate on the health of children is very marked. If the 
children can get access to the beaches, and play in the 
sands, it will be very beneficial to them. TI always regard 
the sands of the sea shore as_the little cnild’s heritage, and 
a child who has not had an opportunity of playing upon 
the sea-shore has lost something that it will never capture 
in later life. The advantages of such an area for resi- 
dential purposes over the low- -lying areas that we get 
along the western and southern lines, such as round 
about Auburn, Granville, Parramatta, Cabramatta, 

Canley Vale, Liverpool, and along the new 
railway, which it is proposed to construct between 
Bankstown and Cabramatta are very great. Those 
are districts in which the temperature very high 
in the summer time and correspondingly low in the 
winter time. On the other hand, immediately you get 
near the sea shore you get an equable temperature ; you do 
not get the marked diuenal extremes that are experienced 
further inland, and in low-lying areas. From the heaith 
standpoint, that is a very important matter, particularly 
with regard to the well-being of the young. From an 
experience of thirty years’ medical practice in Sydney, I 
have found that infants particularly are healthier where 
the sea breezes, especially the north-easter, can blow freely 
through the homes of the people. 1 cannot quote any 
figures, but [I think I would be justified in saying that the 
infantile rate of sickness and mortality would be consider- 
ably lower in sea-side suburbs than in those areas which I 
have mentioned. In connection with holiday traffic, the 
northern as compared with the southern side of the 
harbour, has few facilities for access to the near beaches. 
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We are, fortunately, obtaining a tramway to Balmoral: 


beach which will be an outlet for the poorer classes of 
North Sydney who cannot afford to spend much money in 
travelling. If you compared the northern and southern 
side of the harbour, you would find that while on the 
northern side there is only access given to Manly beach, 


and then by a long and rather expensive journey on to 
Collaroy, which is practically the next beach that is 
touched ; on the southern side of the harbour, as will be 
seen from the railway map, there are no less than ten 
tramway lines which carry people to the beaches, that 


is from South Head to Cronulla. The Freshwater 
beach is, I understand, a very safe beach for bath- 
ing, and it is one to ‘which the public, even at the 


present time, resort in large and increasing numbers ; and 
if there were travelling ‘facilities there, ‘I have not the 
slightest doubt that the numbers would increase fourfold 
within a year or so. There is one interesting fact showing 
the increase in the population which I was given this 
morning, in connection with the electric ight scheme for 
which the Warringah Shire Council is about to borrow, I 
think, about £20,000, and that is that two-thirds of the 
applications for the light have come from Freshwater and 
Queenscliff as compared with other parts of the electorate. 


45. Is there a very considerable area of the plateau to 
which you referred /—A very large area. 

46. Is the land of such value as would enable, say, a 
skilled mechanic to take up land there and build a house ? 
—I know the land is very much cheaper there than in the 
area half-way between The Spit and Manly. There has 
been a great deal of building there. 

47. Have you personally noted the development of week- 
end habitations and residential properties generally in 
Freshwater it-elf !— Yes, in the last year there has been 
considerable increase. Immediately facilities for access 
were given, I think the building of permanent residences 
would begin at once. The Curl Curl beach can only be 
reached by a rather roundabout route of something between 

}inile and 2 miles from Pittwater road. The proposed 
tram-line would bring the beach within less than half a mile. 
There is a surf and life-saving club in connection with 
Curl Curl beach, and a large number of picnickers go there 
on holidays. 

48. 'The report of the Chief Railway Commissioner gives 
the working expenses and interest on this line as £7,935, 
and the revenue as £5,600. From your knowledge of the 
development of that district, do you expect that the 
ditference of £2,337 would be made up within a measurable 
period ?—I am convineed it would be. I do not know 
of any tramway proposition that would carry a larger 
traffic than this one. 

49. Can you say whether there has been any trans- 
formation in the character of the holdings in that area in 
recent years from the week-end stage to the permanent 
residential stage ?—I have noticed a change in the build- 
ings. With regard to the surfing catried on at Manly 
beach at the neriboen and southern ends, such crowds 
frequent that place that the accommodation is almost 
overpowered at times, and many people prefer to go a little 
further afield, so as not to get in among such a large 
number of bathers 

50. Freshwater beach has the 
exceedingly safe i—So I am informed. 

51. Mr. Travers.| This line is a little over three-quarters 
of a mile in length. Take a point say half way: have you 
noticed whether there is much settlement between that 


reputation of being 


point and the existing tram line ?—There is a good deal of 
settlement going on about the centre, not exactly on the 
line, but to the north of it, and within easy access of it. 

52. In 1919 you engaged, with others, in an agita‘icn 
for the construction of this tram-line !—Yes. 

53. The official evidence submitted by Mr. Cooper shows 
that you wrote intimating that the people of the district 
were prepared to raise £10,000 to be invested in Treasury 
bonds, at 5 per cent., for ten years, not negotiable until 
after five years, The views of the then Colonial Treasurer 
(Mr. Fitzpatrick) were sought on the subject, and he replied 
that the proposed extension might be dealt with if those 
interested should take up stock or debentures with the 
Treasury to the full amount of the estimated cost, and 
enter into an undertaking to be responsible for any loss on 
the working over a certain period. This proposal should, 
however, be contingent on the Railway Commissioners 
recommending the extension as one which it was desirable 
should be constructed. The Railway Commissioners re- 
plied :— 

Freshwater is already frequented to some extent by bathers and 
week-end visitors, and there is no doubt that the facilities which 
the proposed tramway would offer would have the effect of increasing 
its popularity, and at the same time stimulating building operations 
in the locality through which the line would pass. In view of this, 
and subject to the conditions laid down by the Minister, the Com- 
missioners recommend that the question of proceeding with this 
work be favourably considered. With regard to the financing of 
the proposal, it is suggested that the period over which those 
interested be responsible for any loss in working be fixed at ten 
years, and that the matter be reviewed annually. Dr. Arthur was 
informed in terms of the Commissioner’s repoit, but a definite reply 
was not received from him. 


Did you put the proposal of the Railway Commissioners 
before the people of the district ?—My memory is defective 
upon the subject, In all probability I did. 

54. What I wanted to make clear was whether the 
people in the district interested had changed their mind in 
regard to the guarantee ?—I could not say that. I remem- 
ber that a considerable sum was offered ; but there was a 
great deal of delay. The offer was withdrawn because the 
money had been invested elsewhere. 


55, You have noticed the development, since you have 
been a member representing that district, which has been 
brought about by the line from Manly to Narrabeen ?— 
Yes. Every time I go along that line I see increased 
building. 

56. Would you expect similar development say over the 
same distance with respect to the line now under consider- 
ation %—I would expect even more, because, on the first 
section of the line from Curl Curl lagoon to Brookvale on 
the western side of the line, the land is low lying and has 
not been built upon at all. On the eastern side, there is a 
very large area of building land because the land rises 
steeply up to the ridge which runs from north to south, 
and which forms the westerly boundary of the Freshwater 
district. Once you get beyond Brookvale towards Dee 
Why, there is almost phenomenal development there, and 
at Collaroy. 

57. The development is really following the beaches ?— 
Undoubtedly. 

58. Have you had an opportunity of looking at the 
Railway Commissioners report /—Yes. 

59. The Railway Commissioners say :— 

As compared with the present means of access a tramway would 
undoubtedly stimulate settlement and increase tourist traffic, but 
as the proposed extension cannot be regarded as an urgent work, 
the Commissioners are of opinion that the construction of the line 
should be held over for the present, particularly in view of the 
unsatisfactory financial position of the Manly lines, the accumulated 


loss on which for the five years ended 30th June, 1920, amounted 
to £42,628. 


There is a footnote to this effect :—‘ Loss for 1920-21, 
£10,666.” Would you care to express an opinion about 
that ?—I do not think this line would add to the loss at 
all ; it might possibly help to reduce that deficit. At all 
times of the day there would be very considerable traffic 
in the cars. Freshwater beach from its position should be 
regarded as a winter beach. There is very good protection 
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from the westerly winds, and it would probably be found 
that in the winter time there would still be a fair amount 
of holiday traffic on Saturdays and Sundays. 

60. With regard to the estimated annual revenue of 
£5,600, Mr. Doran in giving evidence the other day, stated 
that that estimate was based on the summer season, show- 
ing an annual loss of £2,337 %-—T'he residents have made 
estimates and they believe that estimate is 50 per cent. 
below what it should be. 

61. In elucidating that estimate, Mr. Doran stated as far 
as the junction with the proposed tram-line. You expressed 
the opinion that the loss of £2,337 would be soon paid 
off ?—At present the ’bus charge from Manly wharf to the 
beach is 6d. 

62. The ’buses would get out of the way if the tramway 
were started ?— Yes. 

63. Five routes have been suggested for this tram-line. 
Knowing the country well, do you agree with the adopted 
route ’—Yes, I think it is the most feasible route. 

64. Do you think if would be the most convenient to 
serve the greatest number of interests ?—I think it would, 
because one has to bear in mind a possible extension later 
on to serve the large area away to the north. 


Arthur Thomas Keirle, member of the Manly Council and 
ex-Mayor, sworn, and examined :— 


65. Vice-Chairman.| How long have you been a resident 
of the district —About 30 years. 

66. You have a general knowledge of the district to be 
served by the proposed line?—Yes. The tramway, if con- 
structed, would give access to the safest beach in the 
district. 

67. Why do you consider it the safest beach 1—The sand 
seems to shelve out to the ocean something like the English 
beaches. At Narrabeen and Collaroy the sand dips down 
very steeply, making the beaches dangerous. It is a good 
beach for children. The tramway would be the first 
section of a line to Dee Why, that is along the coast, 
because the present tram does not go within a mile of the 
beach. With regard to Queenscliff and Freshwater, I have 
long had the idea that, in the not very distant future, it 
will be practically part of the Greater Manly scheme. 
Already there has been a connection made by the com- 
pletion of a bridge at the mouth of the Curl Curl Lagoon. 
Jf the Warringah Shire Council scheme with regard to 
electricity does not eventuate, they can still be supplied 
from Manly; so that at the present moment Freshwater 
and Queenscliff can within six months have all the advan- 
tiges which Manly possesses. Already there is a line 
poled, and electricity is now there. Larger mains are 
required. Land values vary from £3 to £10 per foot. 
The district, without heing overcrowded, would easily hold 
50,000 people. It is a very large district. Practically 
all the land would be elevated. That is the only portion 
of Manly which is virgin territory ; the rest is built upon. 
We have been trying for a long time to beautify the Curl Curl 
Lagoon. That has a bearing on the tramway. It is pro- 
posed to make the Lagoon into a lake with artificial islands, 
and make a park on its shores. If that were done it would 
make it one of the most beautiful spots around Manly. <A 
question was asked about the present tram route. Since 
the ‘buses have been running from the main line to Fresh- 
water, houses have been constructed along there, It will 
be noticed that beyond Ellis’ timber yard there are houses 
all the way, and I think if tramway facilities were afforded, 
land values at Freshwater would go up 50 per cent. Its 
population would rapidly increase, because in Manly itself 
it is impossible to get a house except at exorbitant rentals. 
For that reason the Manly people are going towards the 
Spit away from the beaches. Queenscliff land is just as 
elevated and just as healthy as the Spit land, with the 
additional advantage that the people would have access to 
a safe beach. 

68. You have watched the development of ths Freshwater 
district ?—Very closely. 

69, Did the war retird its development as it did other 
districts 1—-Yes, bat not to the same extent 
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70. Have you noticed any conversion of week-end cottages 
into permanent residences there ?—Yes, there has been a 
sort of residential evolution going on. It started with a 
tent; the next step was a week-end camp; now we are 
getting permanent residences. Formerly the tents and the 
camps predominated ; now they are in a small minority. 

71. Would the climb up the hill and the descent to the 
beach retard the district as far as the convenience of women 
and children is concerned?—Yes. As showing that it is 
almost impossible for women to go there under existing 
circumstances, behind the timber yard which I mentioned, 
there is a series of steps to climb. The grade is very steep 
indeed. 

72. If people do not walk they will have to take the 
motor bus ’— Yes. 

73. Do you know what the charge would be, say, for a 
woman with two or three children taking the tram from 
Manly to the north side of the Curl Curl Lagoon, and then 
taking the ’bus. What would be the charge for the 
67 chains down to the beach ?—I do not think they would 
do that. 

74. The majority of the people take the ’bus right from 
Manly ?—There are two lines—one going straight over, 
across the lagoon, and the other runs as far as the bridge 
on the ocean side. 

75. Do the people who live at Freshwater generally take 
the motor bus at Manly and go right through, or do they 
make portion of the journey on the tram-line ?—People 
living on the north portion of Freshwater take the ’bus 
right through. People living on the northern end of the 
ecean beach would get off at Collingwood-street, and walk 
a short distance. 

76. Would the construction of the 67 chains of new 
tramway have the effect of taking away a good dea] of the 
competition that now goes on between the motor buses and 
the tram? In other words, would it pay the motor buses 
to run to Freshwater if this line were constructed ?—If the 
tram were to run to Freshwater for 3d., the motor bus 
could not possibly compete. 

77. Would not that have the effect of giving you some 
new traffic over the existing tramline between Manly and 
Curl Curl which is now carried by the bus?—It would get 
all that. 

78. The motor bus could hardly continue in competition 
as far as price is concerned?—No. Apart from price, it 
could not live because of the rough ride on the bad 
roads. 

79. Mr. Hurley.) You are of opinion that if the proposed 
tramway is constructed the people who patronise the bus 
will patronise the tram ?—Yes. 

80. I suppose some of the people who patronise the bus 
to-day live close to the present tram ?—I do not think so. 
The bus ran across the lagoon for 2d., and 3d, was charged 
on the tram. I suppose it was the dearest tram in Aus- 
tralia. The people then patronised the bus. But now 
that the charge is 2d. by the bus, that is altered, 

81. Have you knowledge of any financial corporation that 
Mr, Weaver spoke of that was going to furnish £20,000 ? 
No. But I have heard of the local people guaranteeing 
£10,000 to £20,000. 

82, Mr. Weaver submitted an offer on behalf of a financial 
corporation to advance £20,000 at 6 per cent, per annum 
for twenty years repayable in rests of five years. The people 
in the district should have some knowledge of that 1—Yes. 

83. You never heard of it?—No. I heard of the scheme 
brought forward by Mr. Peterkin. That may be practi- 
cally the same scheme. 

84. Did you hear that Mr. Ball when Minister for Works 
told the deputation that he would construct a tram without 
referring it to the Publis Works Committee, after submis- 
sion to Cabinet ?—No, 

85. Have you any knowledge of the water frontage 
rights which the people have at Freshwater beach 1—1 
think there is a very small strip of land belonging to the 
Crown. It is practically all private land. 

86. Does the private land run close to the ocean !—Very 
close, 
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87. I suppose what would apply to one beach would not 
apply to another ?—I should imagine that the conditions 
applying to a beach in one particular district would have 
general application. 

88. It has been estimated that there will be a loss on the 
proposed line of £2,337. Do you think there will be a 
loss on the line ?—I think there will be some loss for a year 
or two, but not to the extent estimated. 

89. I suppose there are very few tramways built on 
where there is not a loss ?—To begin with. 

90. Everything goes to show that the place is improving 
every month ?—The land values of Manly and Queenscliff 
have kept up better than in any place I know of. These 
places are getting increasingly popular. 

91. Will there not be some land resumptions in con- 
nection with the Chinamen’s gardens !—Yes. 

92. Have you heard of any gentlemen in the district who 
have offered their land for nothing !—Yes, two. 

93. Despite the fact that the people have no traffic 
facilities building has been gone on with ?—Yes, That is 
the remarkable part of it. 


Andrew Lyell Scott, merchant and engineer, representing 
Railless Ltd., Challis House, Martin Place, sworn 
and examined :— 


94. Vice-Chairman.| Will you give the Committee the 
benefit of your views with regard to the proposed tram- 
way ?—I have been over the route with a view to seeing 
whether it would be suitable for the railless, and I came to 
the conclusion that it would not suittherailless as it would be 
a broken route. There would be a change at Curl Curl to the 
railless vehicle, and that, plus the cost of improving the 
road for such a short distance, put the railless into rather 
a bad position. At the same time I think the extension 
should be made from the tramway point of view because 
there is undoubtedly a very large traffic between Manly 
and Freshwater. At the time I went over the route the 
motor wasverycrowded. There must have been about twenty- 
three people in the car. I was charged 1s. from Manly to 
Freshwater. I queried the fare because I wanted to be 
sure that no mistake had been made. I think it was an 
over-charge. There were four buses on the stand either 
going to Freshwater or Queenscliff. I came to the 
conciusion there was quite a considerable traffic. It was 
about 11 o’clock in the morning. Several. people paid 
their farcs and got off the bus before it left the tramline. 
We picked up people along the tramline and took them to 
Freshwater. When I got to Freshwater there was a fair 
number of people on the beach and it seemed to me that 
if the tramways at Manly are not paying possibly it was 
because the tram was not taken where there was a trafic 
route. It struck me as being one of the most likely 
traffic routes, that is between Freshwater and Manly. It 
might be advisable, in order to try out the traffic, to put 
on a light in place of a heavy car, on the lines of the 
American Burnie car. 

95. Is that a railless car!—No, I have no interest in 
that car. JI am speaking as a disinterested observer. It 
occurred to me this car would serve during the lighter 
traffic periods. The motor buses are evidently not able to 
deal with the rush of traffic. There was a great rush to 
get into the motor bus. I asked the people in the bus if 
there was always such a rush. They said that it was the 
usual thing and if a person did not get in quickly he would 
not get in at all. I do not know what the fare is, but it 
seems to me that if the fare is supposed to be more or less 
fixed, there is such a scramble that extra fares can be 
extorted. The extension of the tramline from Curl Curl to 
Freshwater even at an increased fare would certainly put 
the motor buses off the line. They could not compete with 
the tram. 

96. What is the nature of this Burnie car which you 
recommend for initial use /—The Burnie car is something 
which has been talked about in America and has been 
referred to particularly in the technical magazines. The 
Tramway Department is, no doubt, familiar with the car 
about which 1 would not presume to say I know a great 
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deal. It has been used in America particularly in com- 
petition with the jitney traffic. It is really a one-man car 
with a pay-as-you-enter device. Jt has in America turned 
tramway companies which were not making a “do” of things 
into comparative successes. 

97. Do you want the same railway construction as for 
ordinary trattic?—It is not as heavy a car and would not 
require so heavy a bed. But on a permanent road such as 
that proposed it would not be advisable to change the 
construction. 


Witness—A. L. Scott, 15 February, 1922. 


98. Is there any saving in the Burnie car excepting that 
of man-power?—The man-power and the car itself. It is 
a small car which does not require so much current as the 
heavy tramway vehicles. The advantage, to my mind, of 
this extension to Freshwater is that it gives passengers a 
through route from Manly to Freshwater beach. — 

99. Will you suggest that these light cars should run 
from Freshwater to Manly in the periods of light traftic ?— 
Certainly ; but for heavy traffic you would wart a line to 
take the heavy tratlic during the rush times. 


TRAMWAY FROM CURL CURL TO FRESH WATER. 


(Second Reference to Committee.) 


WEDNESDAY, 29 NOVEMBER, 1922. 


Present: — 
Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairmay), 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micnar, Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater. 


Thos. Bryce Cooper, Under-Secretary Department of 
Public Works, sworn and examined :— 


100. Chairman.| I understand that you have an official 
statement to read in connection with the proposed tram- 
way!—Yes. Before I read the statement I desire to 
explain that since the work of railway and tramway con- 
struction passed over to the Railway Commissioners in 
1917, the Public Works Department now submits to the 
Public Works Committee only the official statement on 
behalf of the Minister for Public Works, leaving it to the 
Railway Commissioners’ officers to furnish details as to 
sstimated traffic and so forth. The statement is as 
ollows :— 


Proposep TRAMWAY FROM CURL Curt TO FRESHWATER. 


Estimated cost £22,966, exclusive of land and compensation. 
Length, single track, 67 chains. 

Ruling grade | in 15, 

Sharpest curve 80 feet radius. 


On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways (Hon. R. T. Ball, M.L.A.) moved in the 
Legislative Assembly, ‘‘That it be referred to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works to consider and report upon 
the expediency of constructing a line of tramway from Curl Curl to 
Freshwater.” 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

This proposed tramway was previously referred to the Public 
Works Committee by the Legislative Assembly on 22nd December, 
1921, but the inquiry by the late Committee was not concluded 
when Parliament dissolved in February last. 

The Department has no fresh information in regard to the 
estimate of cost and the traffic prospects of the proposed tramway, 
and the Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report is as submitted 
in connection with the previous reference. 

Recently a communication was received from the Women’s 
Reform League of New South Wales (Mrs. E. Bennett, organising 
secretary) urging the construction of the proposed tramway ; also 
pointing out that since 1913 land values in the locality have 
enormously increased without any aid in the way.of improved 
transit facilities, and stating that the line if constructed would 
serve a population of over 3,000. 


THURSDAY, 7 DECEMBER, 1922. 


present; — 
Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Mauony. 


Francis MicuarL, Burke, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater, 


Edward John Doran, Tramway Traffic Manager, sworn, 
and examined :— 


101. Chairman.] Do you wish to add to the evidence you 
gave in connection with the proposed tramway in February 
last ?—Only to supply some figures which are now somewhat 
difterent from those I then submitted. The estimated 
expenditure was worked out on the last occasion at the 
ruling rate per mile of 23°32d. To-day it is 30-93d., which 
puts the working cost up. It means an increase on the 
original estimates of £8,852, and including interest, 
£10,115. It shows an annual loss of £4,515, as against 
£2,337, the figures quoted last January. 

102. What is the cause of the increase in working expenses 
in a period of eleven months ?—I have not the figures, but 
they are general increases throughout the whole of the ser- 
vice. The same thing applies to all our tramways. 


102a. When the Committee took evidence previously on 
this proposal, I gathered from local witnesses that there 
was a change in the nature of the settlement in the Fresh- 
water area. That is to say, from having been merely a 
week-end resort it is becoming more and more, and rapidly, 
they say, a residential area. The Committee were shown 
statistics of the increase in population in the district, as 
proved by the great increase in the attendances at the 
denominational school and the public school there. Has 
your observation led you to believe that the Freshwater 
district is becoming more and more a residential area ?— 
No, not personally, but I have heard that that is so. We 
have not surveyed the matter since the last report was 
made, but on the evidence the place is very little different 


+ 
a 


from what it was. 
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Witness—E. J. Doran, 7 December, 192?. 


103. It has been stated that some seventy-three new 
nouses have been erected in the Freshwater areca. Would 
that bea fair increase in twelve months ?—Yes, I think 
it would be. <A big section of that district towards the 
beach would not be served by the tram. It is only a short 
walk down the steps on the other side to the Corso, while 
it is a long walk to the tram, and there is a bus to meet 
people at the foot of the steps. If that district grows, and 
it is the best part of Freshwater, I think it will be served 
by the buses. _ 

104. You view this proposal with no more favour now 
than you did eleven months ago !—That is so. 

105. Do you believe there are other districts in which a 
tramway offers more favourable financial prospects than 
this cockspur line does ?-—Yes. 

10°. Mr. Travers.| Would this be a favourable section on 
which to try the special type of car to which you have 
referred !—It is. 

107. Could you supply the Committee with figures re- 
garding working expenses of a car of that type on this 
line ?—Yes, I could get that for you. 

108. As regards working expenses, what factor do you 
consider in making up your estimates !—We take the m:le- 
age rate per car for the year under consideration, 

109. In the evidence given before the Committee in 
January last on the Narrabeen to Pittwater proposed 
tramway, the working expenses, as shown in the Commis- 
sioners’ statutory report, of a line 4 miles 60 chains in 
length, were set down as £6,561. In the Commissioners’ 
statutory report of that time on the Curl Cw to Fresh- 
water proposal, which involved a length of line of 67 chains, 
the working expenses were estimated to be £6,674 ?—The 
new track is only 67 chains, but the trams have to run 
from Manly. Any traffic we get on the first section we 
claim rightly belongs to the main line. 

110. You do not credit traffic which the branch line 
brings to the main line ?—No, we have more than sufiicient 
accommodation on the section to accommodate the Fresh- 
water people, but if we ran the tram we should rob the 
Narrabeen tram of so much revenue, 

111. The Curl Curl tram would be a section on its own ?— 
From the depot. 
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112. Mr. F. Burke.] As regards branch lines, you contend 
that on the third section you would get revenue over two 
sections, because passengers would have to travel the first 
and second sections !—Yes. 


113. Mr. Mahony.] If the proposed tramway were con- 
structed, you would pick up the passengers that now travel 
on buses to Freshwater?—Yes. I have allowed for the 
whole of those passengers, 


114. Mv, F. Durke.| Tf it can be shown that in the last 
twelve months the population cf the district has increased 
to the extent stated by the chairman, it would seem that 
there is a likelihood of the tram paying ?—Yes, but a 
further estimate of the cost of construction and general 
working expens s would have to be prepared. I do not 
think there would be much difference. 

115. Mr. Drummond.) Tn the construction of branch lines, 
do you take into consideration that by increasing settle- 
ment, even to a certain extent, al hough there may be 
some loss on the line, the increased number of passengers 
brought to the main line enables that line tu show a better 
return ?—Yes. 

116. Do you think the construction of this branch line 
would help to make the main line pay?—No. It would 
bring in more revenue, but the additional expense would 
outweigh that. The Freshwater proposal is 67 chains long, 
but we have to run from Manly out, and while we are 
running out from Manly to the new line we rob the main 
line of traftic. The trattic we shou'd get on the branch line 
would be very little. 

117. Supposing you are running trams half full, and by 
building the branch line you'run them over the existing 
portion three-quarters or entirely full. It does not increase 
your costs. You still have the same driver and the same 
conductor. Would it not benefit your revenue ?—Yes, 


118. Ur, FF. Burke.| In order to make the branch line 
independent you should have a local service 1—Yes, 

119. The fact of your having to run extra cars from 
Manly takes away any profit the main line may get /—Yes. 

120. If extra trams were not run out you would carry the 
same number of people in the orJinary way ?—Yes 


THURSDAY, 14 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present :— 
Tue Hon, W. T. DICK (Cuairmay), 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manoyy. 


Francis Micuari, Burke, Ese. 
WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, [ésq. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater, 


Charles William Holloway, nurseryman, Suakim-strect, 
Freshwater, sworn and examined :— 


121. Chairman.| Do you occupy any official position in 
the shire in which Freshwater is situated 7—None whatso- 
evcr. 

122. Are you a member of the Freshwater Tramway 
League ?—Yes, I am one of the vice-presidents. 

123. Have you a statement which you wish to place 
before the Committee ?— Yes, T have a statement containing 
statistical information compiled by the tramway league. 
The figures were obtained froin the shire council and from 
other sources, and having taken an active part in putting 
them together I can substantiate them. The statement is 
as follows :-- 


Tally of Passengers.—A complete count of passengers travelling 
to and from Manly and Freshwater by all routes, taken from the 
28th November until 4th December, 192}, inclusive, resulted in a 
total of 15,804 persons. ‘fhis would yield a revenue to the Govern- 
ment of £10,27() yearly, if the fare were 3d. This count was com- 
piled by the committeemen of the Freshwater Tramway League, 
each of them taking a tally for a certain portion of the days during 


the week, We wish to draw attention to the fact that this count 


was not taken at the holiday season of the year, but in what. we 
consider just an ordinary travelling time of the general public. 
The weather also at the time this count was taken was anything 
but settled, so, in our opinion, lessening the total by several 
hundreds. 

Unimproved Values.—The unimprovel values of this district 
have increased since 1913 by the sum of £141,155. This increase 


_ has been unaided by any improvements in the means of transit to 


and from the district, so the building of a tramway would, without 
a doubt, send these values up to a much higher standard. 


Houses and Population.—We have in Freshwater, Queenscliff, 
Harbord, and Curl Curl, 915 houses. These houses are located as 
follows: —Freshwater, 423; Queenscliff, 250; Harbord, 118; and 
Curl Curl, 123. Allowing that there are four persons residing in 
each of these houses, this gives us a population of 3,660 persons to be 
served by the proposed tram. During the past twelve months 
seventy-three dwellings have been erected in the area served by the 
proposedline, The Freshwater Public School was opened in Septem- 
ber, 1912, and since then has been enlarged four times to better ac- 
commodate the children—400; the latest improvements and additions 
costing £12,000. A new school has been erected by the Roman 
Catholic authorities, and accommodates ninety-one scholars. It 
should be noted that a tram to this suburb would materially assist 
in the present housing difficulty. Making this district accessible by 
tram to the people would encourage prospective home builders in a 
place so bountifully blessed by nature as a proved healthy living 
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area, whose altitude is 150 feet above sia-level. We have here one 
of, if not the best, surfing beaches in Australia ; this in itself should 
prove sufficient reason for a tram, for other places with beaches 
where the tram has gone have always proved good investments for 
the Government. Curl Curl beach is so close to Freshwater beach 
that this proposed tram will really be serving two beaches. This 
evidence is based on our residential population, and you will recognise 
that what applies to other beaches would likewise, with the advent 
of the tram, bring a large visiting and tourist population, thereby 
increasing the revenue. 

‘lectric Lighting.—The Warringah Shire Council have recently 
spent £23,000 for electric lighting plant in the shire, anl it will be 
ready for use at the beginning of 1923. 

Public Park for Freshwater.—The Warringah Shire Council have 
recently parchased 7 acres of land for park purposes, at a cost of 
£2,800, which is largely used by visiting sporting bodics. 

12, When you say that your League took a complete 
count of the passengers travelling to and from Manly to 
Freshwater by all routes what is meant ?—A complete count 
of the passengers travelling by bus from Manly to Queens- 
cliffe Bridge, and by bus to Freshwater. We also counted 
the passengers picked up and set down by the trams on the 
Pittwater-road at different points near Freshwater. We 
had men stationed at these different points, and they took 
a complete tally of the people coming from Freshwater who 
got on the trams on the Pittwater-road. 

125, In your statement you said that the unimproved 
values of the district had increased since 1912 by the sum 
of £141,155. Are the land values so high in the settled 
portion of Freshwater as to prevent the ordinary workman 
from taking up a block to make a permanent home for him- 
self ?—Land values are not over high at the present time. 
Land ranges in price from about £2 to £10 per foot, and 
there is plenty of land within a quarter of a mile of the 
beach which could be got for about £2 a foot. 

126. Is there room in the district which would be 
served by the proposed tramway for a considerable expan- 
sion of settlement ?—Yes, there is no doubt about that, 

127. The district has not become crowded out ?—Not 
yet. I know several people with families who werk in the 
city, and who have bought land, and they wou'd go there 
to liveif they had a tramway to carry them backwards and 
forwards. 

128. ILow long have you been a resident of the district ? 
—Just on thirty vears. 

129. And you have marked the progress of the district 
during the course of the past thirty years?—I have. 
During the first fifteen years there was very little progress, 
but since the advent of surf-bathing and since the district 
became so popular the progress has been marked. Fresh- 
water 1s a very safe beach, and it attracts a great number 
of surf-bathers. People walk over the hill to Freshwater 
at week-ends and on holidays simply because there is no 
means of riding there. I feel sure that if we had a tram- 
way, where hundreds now go to Freshwater thousands 
would go there. 

130. For some years is it not a fact that Freshwater was 
practically a week-end locality ?—That is s>, 

131. When did you mark the beginning of the process 
of conversion from week-end to permanent settlement ?— 
About ten years ago. 

132. Have you noticed that that tendency has been con- 
tinucus ?—Yes. I might say that Freshwater has now got 
past the stage of a campers’ resort and has become a resi- 
dential area. 

133. Mr. Reid, an ex-mayor of Manly, and an ex-mom- 
ver of the Legislative Assembly, giving evidence on the 
22nd February of this year on this tramway, said that 
during the previous twelve months eighty new houses had 
been erected in the district. I think you said that during 
the past twelve months seventy-three new houses had been 
built. Do you anticipate that that fairly large increase in 
the erection of houses is likely to continue without a tram- 
way ?—I believe it will. 

134. Would it be expedited if the proposed tramway 
were built —It would be expedited wonderfully, as we 
have no proper means of getting to Freshwater now. The 
motor buses are advertised to make 33 trips on week days 
and they cannot possibly carry all the passengers at 4d. a 
head cach way. At week ends people have to actually 
fight to get into the buses. 
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Witnese—C. W. Holloway, 14 December, 1922. 


135, Have you noticed the great development of motor 
bus traffic along existing tramways from Sydney during 
recent years !— Yes. 

136. If the proposed tramway were constructed do you 
think that the tramway authorities would be able to shift 
the buses which now go to Freshwater off the track ?— I 
feel sure of that for this reason: the roads to Freshwater 
are very bad, and medical men say that it is hardly safe 
for ladies in delicate health to travel on the buses, because 
they are jolted about so to such an extent. If there were 
a tramway to Freshwater very few people would patronise 
the buses, and I feel sure that the buses would be entirely 
run off the road. 

137. How many buses are now plying to Freshwater ?— 
I could not say, but they ply fairly reguiarly. Lately one 
very big bus, which carries nearly 40 passengers, has beer 
put on, and two more have been ordered. Even when 
emergency buses are put on they cannot cope with the 
traffic. 

138. On the majority of the 33 trips they do daily are 
the buses usually well patronised 1—Yes, they are largely 
pationised. ‘Lhey very seldom 1un without a fair load 
througbout the whole of the day. During the day they 
run every half-hour, and during the business hours they 
make 20 minutes trips. 

139. You said that Freshwater beach was one which 
offered special attractions to the surfer from the point of 
view of safety. What is it that makes Freshwater beach 
safer than other beaches ?—It is a beautifully clean, sandy 
beach, and it extends for several hundred yards out. It 
has a perfect grade and has no dips. You can walk out a 
very long way without fear of getting into a washaway. 
This makes it very safe for women aud children. Fresh- 
water beach is so very sheltered with the headlands to the 
north and south that it is protected from the inshore 
current which we have occasioually on the coast. 

140 Is it the habit of any large number of people 
residing at Freshwater to climb over the ridge towards the 
south to geb into Mauly rather than take tke round- 
about way to the existing tramway?t—Many people do 
that. They walk over the hill and take the bus at the 
Queenscliff bridge. I take it that if there were a tramway 
to Freshwater the people travelling to the city would pre- 
fer to use the tram and travel right through to the beach, 
instead of having to break their journey and climb the hill 
to get to the beach. 

141. Is electric light to be installed at Curl Curl ?—Yes, 
the intention is to extend it to Curl Curl. They have a 
contract at the present time with the Manly Gas Company, 
and electric light will not be installed in those ; arts where 
gas is Jaid on until that contract expires. Where there is 
no gas electric light will be installed at the beginning of 
next year, 

142. Do you know whether the residents of Freshwater 
follow their avoca‘ions in Sydney or on the northern side 
of the harbour ?—The majority of them work in Sydney. 

143. Mr. Mahony.| Is there plenty of scope for the 
erection of workmen’s dwellings in the district ?—There is. 
I might state, however, that there are no big estates. All 
the land has been cut up into allotments of from 33 feet to 
50 feet. 

144. Is the land priced reasonably ?—Yes, it runs from 
£2 to about £10 a foot near the beach. 

145. At Harbord land is fairly cheap ?—Yes, it runs 
from about £2 to £2 10s. a foot. 

146. There is a fair amount of permanent residence 
there at the present time, is there not !—Yes, I live on the 
Harbord estate. 

147. The hill to the south of Freshwater is very hard on 
women and children who have to climb it in order to get 
into Manly ?—Yes, and it is very trying for them to have 
t» climb the steps. 

118. Is there any residence close to Curl Curl Beach !— 
Yes, there is residence right round to Curl Curl Beach. 
I might say that in compiling our figures we have not 
taken in any of those residences which would also be 
served by the proposed tramway. We did not go any 
further than the public school at Lima-street. 


854 


14 


Witnesses--C. W. Holloway and F, Acton, 14 December, 1922. 


- 149. Mr. Frank Burke.| You said that there were 400 
children attending the State school ;—did you obtain those 
figures from the school? —I obtained them myself from the 
schoolmaster twelve months ago last N@vember. Since 
then a Roman Catholic school was opened in June last, 
and it took about nine’y-one scholars away from the public 
school. ‘Ibis still left the public school with 400 scholars, 
so that there has been an increase of about 100 children. 
Several of the public school children qualified for entrance 
to secondary schools, and they have gone away. Counting 
those who have gone away, and the ninety-one children 
who are attending the Roman Catholic school and the 400 
children who are attending the State school, there would 
be about 500 scholars in Freshwater at the present time. 

150. You said that there were 915 houses in the district 
and that you allowed four persons to each house-—do you 
think that is a fair average /—It is a very fair average, I 
know of some houses in which nine people reside. 

151. Do the people who live at Curl Curl use the motor 
buses /—Yes, when they can. Until recently the bus fare 
was 6d, each way, but it has beem reduced to 4d. 

152. In fine weather do the people generally patronise 
the buses, or do they walk-sooner than pay the 4d ?—Some 
people prefer to walk. Men who work in offices all day 
might like a walk in the mornings, but in the evenings 
when they are tired they generally patronise the buses. 
It is a job, however, to get into the buscs, because they are 
so crowded. Even when you do get in you have to stand 
all the way. 

153, Have you heard many people complaining about the 
inconvenience of the buses !—Yes, a great number. Many 
people prefer to walk rather than to ride along the bad 
roads we have. 

154. How long is it since the fare was reduced from 6d. 
to 4d.?— About three months ago, 

155. Have the people on the other side of Freshwater 
any conveniences for travelling 1—No, they have t) come 
into Freshwater to get the buses. 

156. The whole of the area to the top of the hill on the 
other side of Freshwater would be served by the proposed 
tramway ?— Yes, nearly as far as Dee Why. 

157. If the proposed tramway were built you believe 
that Freshwater would become a permanent residential 
quarter rather than a holiday resort ?—I am sure of it. 

158. That has been borne out by your experience during 
recent years ?— Yes, 

159. Mr. Drummond.| Of the 915 houses that you say 
are in the district, how many of them would be permanent 
residences !—I take it that most of them are permanent 
residences. Rents in the city have been so excessively 
high that many families have had to go to Freshwater and 
take these small cottages at a cheaper rental. For that 
reason most of them are now occupied by families. The 
campers have practically gone, and T am quite sure that 
the majority of those 915 houses are permanently occupied. 

160, Would not the 123 houses at Curl Curl] be served 
by the Manly—Narrabeen tramway 1—No, the village of 
Curl Curl is on the ocean beach, and it is nearly a mile 
from the existing tramway. There are a number of 
residences all round Curl Curl. In fact the residences 
extend as far round as Dee Why beach, and they have not 
been counted in our statistics. 

161. So your figures are on the conservative side ?—Yes. 

162. Charrman.| Some alternative routes were put 
before the Committee some time ago—one vid Collingwood- 
street, another vd Harbord-road and Lawrence-street, and 
tbence along that street to Albert-street, Moore-street, and 
Charles-street to Ocean View road. Are you satisfied, and 
is your league satisfied, that the route we are now consider- 
ing is the one which is best in the general interests of the 
district /— Yes, 

163. I think the Freshwater Tramway League made 
some offer to guarantee the Railway Commissioners against 
joss on this line, if any ?-—I believe it did so through the 
shire council. The shire council was agreeable at that 
time to guarantee any loss that might be incurred, but J 
do not think that that question has been raiscd lately. 


164. I think some of the members of the league were 
prepared to give land they owned which would haye to be 
resuined for tramway purpcses !—Yes, I believe that Mr. 
Hull and Mr. Nock did so 

165. Chairman.| Is there anything you wish to add to 
your evidence?—-I wish to say that there are several 
returned soldiers settled in the district. [ have two sons 
who are living at the ocean end of Curl Curl lagoon. They 
are running a bulb nursery. There is a lot of splendid 
land around Curl Curl suitable for vegetable growing, It 
was at one time occupied by Chinamen, and would make 
very good home sites for returned soldiers. 


Francis Acton, Freshwater-road, Freshwater, sworn, and 
examined :— 


166. Mr. Travers.| Are you a member of the Fresh- 
water Tramway League ?—I am the treasurer. 

167. Did you have anything to do with the preparation 
of the statement presented to the Committee by Mr. 
Holloway ?—I did. 

_ 168. So you are acquainted with the details of that 
statement /—I am. 

169. In his statement Mr. Holloway said : 

A complete count of passengers travelling to and from Manly 
and Freshwater by all routes, taken from 28th November until 
4th December, 1921, inclusive, resulted in a total of 15,804 persons. 
When you get to the 4th December are you not getting 
into the summer months ;—could that be taken as a fair 
average period !—When that count was made the weather 
was not at all good. It was very showery. There was 
nothing on at the time to induce people to travel, and I 
think that it might be said to be a fair estimate of the 
traflic, 

170. In the winter months you would not get anythiug 
like that amount of traffie?—I do not think it varies very 
much. The principal traffic is people coming to and fro— 
going to and from business in the city and in Manly. 
The only variation would be during the holiday season, 
when a large number of people come to Freshwater for 
the surf bathing. 

171. Would the holiday traffic outweigh the ordinary 
permanent traffic 7—It would with the tram. 

172. With regard to 915 houses which are supposed to 
be within the influence of the proposed tramway, are the 
majority of them situated on either side of the line ?— 
Roughly, the proposed tramway about equally divides 
them. 

173. Would any of those houses be within the influence 
of the existing tramway from Manly to Narrabeen !—I 
think not. I do not exactly know the limits of the area in 
which the count was made, but I am quite sure that no 
people would make it a habit to walk over the hill from 
Freshwater to the existing tramway when they could go 
the other way. Possibly, the houses facing the existing 
tramway would use it. 

174. Of those 915 houses, how many are built of wood ? 
—About 80 per cent. 

175. During the past two years has the tendency been 
to go ia for brick houses rather than for wooden struc- 
tures?!—Yes. There has been a decided improvement 
during the two years and nine months I have lived at 
Freshwater in the class of house which has been built. 

176. A better class of house is now being built there ?— 
Yes, nearly all the new houses are of brick. 

177. Are the better class houses close to the beach }— 
They are not altogether on the beach. They are in what 
is considered to be the best .part of Freshwater, and they 
are either along the route of the proposed tramway or 
adjacent to it. 

178. The trend of settlement is towards the beach ’—Yes. 

179. Has building been stimulated in that district during 
the last two or three years !— Yes. 

180, Are tae majority of the seventy-three houses, built 
during the Jast twelve months, of brick ?—I should say 
that most of the new houses are of brick. A good number 
of them are built of fibro, 
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181. It has been stated that the motor buses make thirty- 
three trips a day from Manly to Freshwater, and I take it 
that your estimate of traffic is largely made up from the 
number of people travelling on them ?— Yes. 

182. Would the proposed tramway, if built, be likely to 
attract traflic from the country to the north of Freshwater 
Beach in the direction of Curl Curl?—I should think it 
would draw traflic from Manly Lagoon southwards, 

183. If the proposed tramway were built would it be 
likely to get a certain amount of traffic from along the 
existing line towards Brookvale—would the people living 
along the Manly-Narrabeen line, towards Brookvale, come 
to Freshwater to surf?—They would, because there is no 
other beach available. At any rate, there is no other road 
worth calling a road from Brookvale to the beach. 

184. During the hot months of the year, would people 
living in the direction of Brookvale use the proposed tram- 
way to get to Freshwater Beach /—They would. 

185, Are the motor buses satisfactory ave been 
improved very much of late, both as regards their conduct 
and the vehicles themselves. Since I have been living at 
Freshwater I have found that when they are most required 
they are not equal to the traffic offering. At week-ends, at 
any rate, they are also objectionable in a social way. 

186. Is there a tendency to put on more buses !—Yes. 
Throughout the day there is a half-hourly service, whereas 
previously only an hourly service was run. During the 
business hours the buses run more frequently. 

187. Do you get a better service on Saturday afternoons, 
Sundays, holidays, and during the busy months of the 
year?—No. Although more buses are put on they cannot 
cope with the traffic. It is quite impossible for the buses 
to carry all the people who want to get to Freshwater at 
week-ends and during holiday seasons. As a matter of 
fact, many of the people who cannot get into the buses 
walk over the hill at Queenscliffe. 

188. Is there a tendency for people to permanently 
settle at Freshwater !—There is a great tendency. 

189, How long is it since you noticed the beginning of 
the change from week-end to permanent residence !—There 
has been a marked change in that direction during the past 
two years. Of course, I cannot speak very emphatically on 
this aspect of the question, because I have not been living 
at Freshwater long enough. I can say, however, that 
during the past two years people owning allotments there 
have shown a desire to build upon them if they could only 
get the means of communication to take them to their work 
in the city. 

190, According to your league’s estimate of revenue the 
proposed ae ey would yield a revenue to the Govern- 
ment of £10,270 a year if the fare were 3d. All the Rail- 
way Commissioners expect to get is Id., so that on your 
basis the revenue would be approximately £3,400 a year ;— 
how do you account for that!—I can only say that when 
the Railway Commissioners took their count they must 
have taken it at a very favourable time or that we must 
have taken it at a very unfavourable time. 

191. When this proposal was first before the Committee 
the estimated annual loss was set down at £2,377, but Mr. 
Doran, the tramway traffic manager, says that the loss to- 
day would be £4,415 as against the figures quoted last 
January !—It is very hard to account for what Mr. Doran 
might say or what the Railway Commissioners might 
estimate. 

192. Mr. Doran said when he was before the Committee 
last week that he wished to supply some figures which 
were somewhat different from those which he submitted in 
February last. The estimated expenditure, he said, was 
worked out on the last occasion at the ruling rate per imile 
of 23:32, but to-day it was 3093, which put the working 
cost up. That meant an increase on the original estimate 
of £8,852, and, including interest, £10,115. This showed 
an annual loss of £4,515 as against £2,337, the figures 
quoted last January. So the financial prospects of the 
proposed tramway, according to the Railway Commis- 
sioners’ estimate of traffic, which is considerably better 
than yours, shows the estimated loss to be very high?—It 
is very hard to account for those figures. 


Witness—F, Acton, 14 December, 1922. 
193. The figures placed before the Committee by Mr. 


Doran aré not abnormal. The Railway Commissioners say 
that the loss on the Manly tramways since they started has 
been over £40,00), and that for 1920-21 the loss was 
£10,666. Do you anticipate that the proposed line will 
show better results than any existing section of the Manly 
lines !—I do. I consider that this proposal is very different 
from many which lave been placed before the Committee 
in the past. In this case we are asking for a tramway to 
follow the people. We are not asking that a tramway 
should be built through scrub country with the hope that 
the people will follow it. I really believe that the proposed 
line, if constructed, would be a paying proposition from the 
outset. Not only would it pay in itself, but it would help 
the existing line between Curl Curl lagoon and Manly jetty 
to pay. 

194, The figures submitted by your league do not quite 
bear that out ?—I will grant that they do not on the esti- 
mated cost of construction. That is the difference between 
our figures, and whether the line will pay or not. 

195. Are most of the children attending the public 
school and the Roman Catholic school from the immediate 
district 7— Yes. 

196. They do not live outside the influence of tho pro- 
posed tramway ?—No. I think nearly all of them come 
from the vicinity around the schools. Apart from the 
schools a feature at Freshwater is the number of children 
who are to be seen playing about. 

(197. Are most of the houses in the district owned by 
the people who live in them !—Most of them are owned by 
residents. 

198. Except the week-end cottages ?---Many of the week- 
end cottages are not owned by those who occupy them. 

1993 Mr, Frank Burke.] Have you heard many com- 
plaints with regard to the motor bus service {—Many. 

200, Have those complaints been mainly with regard to 
the jolting of the buses on account of the bad roads 1— 
Yes, and the want of room at week ends and during holi- 
days. During those periods the buses are unable to cope 
with the traffic. 

201. Are they able to cope with the traffic during 
ordinary periods?!—Yes, on week days they manage all 
right. 

202. In the event of a tramway not being built could 
not the council construct a decent road for the buses to 
run on ?—That would be quite possible. 

203. The difficulty could be got over during ordinary 
periods by having a decent road ?—Yes, but the bus ser- 
vice would have to be increased very much indeed to cope 
with the holiday traffic. J only wish you could see the 
huge crowds that go to Freshwater when there is any 
special attraction, such as a carnival, LHven if there is a 
carnival at Collaroy or Narrabeen many of the people go 
to Freshwater to spend the day. With the number of 
people who go to Freshwater during the Christmas holidays 
or at Haster it would be impossible for a bus service to 
cope with the traffic. 

204. [ understood Mr. Holloway to say that the bus 
proprietors contemplated putting on two more buses. 
Would they not then be in a position to cope with the 
traffic ?—I do not think so. 

205. A tramway cannot depend upon the extra traffic it 
gets during holiday times to make it pay. It must depend 
upon regular traffic. Supposing two or three more buses: 
were put on and a decent road were provided would not: 
the difficulty be got over during ordinary periods ?’—In 
normal times it would. 

206. You sre definitely of the opinion that if a tramway 
were built it would be more beneficial to the district than 
to have it served by motor bus services?—It would be 
infinitely more beneficial. I Lelieve that if the proposed 
tramway were built Freshwater would rapidly become a 
part of Greater Nay 

207. Mr. Cameron.| If the proposed tramway were con- 
structed it would increase land valués considerably {—Yes. 

2U8. And as the result of the construction of the tram- 
way the shire council without raising the present rates 
would derive more revenue than it does to day 1—Yes. 
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209. I presume that the Warringah Shire Council, like 
other shire councils, is at the present time very short cf 
funds ?— Yes. 

210. And that is the reason why the roads are not better 
than they are ?—Yes. 

211. 1f the proposition were put to the shire council to 
improve the roads to enable it to carry a largely increased 
bus service it is quite possible that it could not entertain 
the proposal, because it would be too expensive at the 
present time !—I know that the council has 10 money. 

212. Has the proposition ever been put to the council? 
—I do not think so. I might state that a portion of the 
road which is used by the buses was put in order by the 
council on the representations of the medical association, 
which advised that it was unfit for ordinary traflic, and 
was particularly hard on delicate women. ‘This was the 
worst portion of the road, and it was put in order, but 
when we approached the council to ask it to improve other 
parts of the road we have always been mt with the reply, 
‘We have no money.” 

213. The council has never considered the building of a 
concrete road to carry that trattic?—I do not think the 
council would entertain that idea. 


Walter Halloran Lumsdaine, Freshwater-road, Froshwater, 
sworn, and examined :— 


214. Chairman.| How long have you lived in the 
district /—Since 19C9. 

215. Do you agree with the presious witnesses that in 
recent years a development has taken place in Freshwater 
ofakind difterent from that which marked it before ?—IJ do. 

216. Freshwater is becoming more favoured as a _per- 
manent residential district ?@—T ated is no doubt about that. 

217. Do you agree that this is a district which offers an 
opportunity for a man not too well off to acquire land and 
build his own house on it /—I was a land agent at Fresh- 
water for seven years and I sold half of the land in 
Freshwater and Curl Curl, and [ say that there is room for 
20,000 people there, and they would be served if the pro- 
posed tramway were built. 

218. Is it a district in which land is cheap enough to 
enable a working-man to purchase land and build a per- 
manent residence for himself ?’—Yes. There is not a bad 
block of land in Freshwater, because it is all naturally 
drained, 

219. The Freshwater Tramway League pointed with 
some pride to the fact that unimproved values had gone up 
in recent years, If the tramway is constructed are they 
likely to become s) high that the ordinary working-man 
would not be able to purchase a block of land ?—Most of 
the land at the present moment is owned by the working- 
class. I know hundreds of people who bave been holding 
on to their Jand for years in the hope that a tramway 
would be constructed so that they woull be able to live 
there. 

220. Do you think others would follow them ?--I do. 

221. Do you think the general lay-out of the district is 
likely to attract permanent settlement ?—I do. The whole 
of tne district is naturally drained. All the land is good 
and the streets are practically all 66 feet wide. 

222. There is elevated land to the north and west of 


F reali ater and the land to the south is somewhat elevated 2 
—Freshwater is practically a dress circle. There are hills 
all round it. 

223. From the point of view of elevation the land is 
admirable, but what prospects are there of attracting traffic 
to the proposed tramway from the e’evated land on the 
northern side of Freshwater !—At the present time the 
people living there and at Curl Curl have to walk into 
Freshwater to get the motor bus, or else wa!k over the hill 
to Manly. lf there was a tramway to Freshwater they 
would use it. 

224. Is there much settlement on the land over the ridge 
to the north of Freshwater !—Practically all that land is 
been subdivided, and there is now a considerable permanent 

“esidence there, 


225. How far north of Freshwater do you think the pro- 
posed tramway is likely to attract tratlic!—A good mile. 

226. Do you agree with the evidence with regard to the 
facilities Freshwater beach offers for surf bathing ?—Most 
certainly I do. There is no better beach in Australia. 
Freshwater is on its own. The sand is firm and hard, and 
sometimes you can go out a hundred yards in safety. Curl 
Curl is a big beach, and is not by any means a bad beach. 

227. Are you also convinced as to the unsuitability of 
the motor bus service ?—The motor buse swill never serve 
Freshwater. Where ten people now go to Freshwater, 
1,000 would go there if we had tramway communication. 

228. We find in Sydney that the motor buses compete 
very successfully against the trams on tramway routes ;— 
can you suggest any reason why the buses from Manly to 
Freshwater wou'd not be able ‘to compete as successfully 
against the tramway as they do in Sydnev /—One reason 
why they coull not compete so successfully there is on 
account of the bad roads. Many people will not travel on 
the buses for that reason. I would rather walk over the 
hill than use the buses. As a matter of fact, if the tram- 
way were constructed I think the buses would be run off 
the track very shortly. About 75 per cent. of the passengers 
who travel by the buses from Queenscliffe would use the pro- 
posed tramway, if it were built. At the present time they 
take the bus to the steps and walk over the hill to Fresh- 
water. I might point out that the Queenscliffe bus has 
nothing whatever to do with the Freshwater bus. 

229. Do you think these people would bring added 
revenue to the proposed tramway !—I do. 

250. How far are the people at Queenscliffe from the 
existing tramway !--The nearest are about a quarter of a 
mile distant. 

231. Mr. Drummond.| With regard to the land which 
is available at Cur] Curl, how is it held ?—Practieally all 
by single holders. There are only three or four large 


_ estates, with a frontage of, perhaps, a few hundred feet. 


232. It is your opinion that if the proposed tramway 
were built there would be a large increase in the number of 
permanent residents in Fr eshwater Lar! am absolutely con- 
vineed of that. 

233. You do not think that the competition of the motor 
buses would prevent the tramway from being a paying 
proposition ?—I do not think so. As a matter of fact, I 
think the buses would be run off the road, and I would 
like to strongly impress the fact that the proposed tram- 

way will serve two beaches, Freshwater and Curl Curl. 


John Charles Bowrey, Freshwater, sworn, and examined :— 


234, Chairman.| How long have you resided at Fresh- 
water !—Fourteen years. 

235. You have heard the evidence given by the previous 
witnesses /— Yes. 

236. Do you endorse what they lave said /—Generally, 
I endorse what they said, but I do not think that sufficient 
has been said with regard to the traffic at week-ends. 
Last Sunday my son and his wife came to see me, and I 
went back to Manly with them. So crowded were the 
buses that we had to let two go by, and the third we had 
to fight our way into. On Sundays and holidays you will 
see little knots of people waiting a short distance on the 
Manly side of the bus terminus so that they may get into 
the buses before they reach their destination, and they 
are prepared to pay the extra fare to get a seat. 

237. What time-table do the buses run on Sundays ?— 
They simply draw up, lcad, anl go right away. They 
cannot keep to a time-table., 

238. Has that been going on long?—Ever since the 
buses started running. 

239. In spite of that difficulty there is no abatement in 
the popular.ty of the beich?—-Non>. People walk over 
from Manly to suri at Freshwater in preference to their 
own beach. 

240. If the proposed tramway were constructed do-you 
think the buses would continue to compete with it ?—I 
think that immediately the tram started the buses would 
be done. 


241. Do you know whether any motor buses are 
regularly plying along the Manly—Narrabeen line ?—I 
think one started lately, but I do not know anything 
about it 

242. Do you agree with what the previous witnesses 
said with respect to the suitability of the district to the 
north, south and west of Freshwater for residential pur- 
poses ?—I do not know of any place that is better suited 
for residential purposes than Freshwater, and there are no 
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large estates. I did hear of one 5-acre block some two or 
three years ago, but I do not know whether it has been cut 
up since, 

243, Is there any other point you would like to touch 
on ?—During holiday time I know the proprietor of the 
buses has sent to Sydney and hired buses, and even then 
he was not able to cope with the traffic. Half a dozen 
buses could not handle the traffic on Sunday nights. As 
a matter of fact, unless you get off the steamer smartly you 
cannot get a seat on the buses in the evenings on week-days, 
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xpediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl 


to Freshwater. 
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William Denison Peterkin, Heathwood, Harbord-road, 
North Manly, sworn, and examined :— 


244. Chairman.| Do you wish to make a statement to 
the Committee with respect to this proposal?—I have 
tuken an interest in this tramway since 1909, when we 
had the first deputation to the Minister. We had a visit 
from the Advisory Board on 16th February, 1910, and as a 
result a survey was made by the departmental engineers. 
On 27th November, 191], a special meeting to arrange for a 
deputation was held in the district, buf we were not suc- 
cessful in seeing the Minister. In January, 1912, the 
Minister asked for the resumption of land on the surveyed 
route, The resnmptions at that time would run into only 
£500. In 1912 two deputations were again refused. In 
April, 1912, Mr. Gilder, who was then a resident, and who 
has since left the district and has gone t) live at Neutral 
Bay, in conjunction with myself, drew up a petition for 
presentation to the House. The petition was signed by 
1,700 persons, and its object was to urge the construction 
of the tramway to Freshwater. Dr. Arthur, M.L.A., 
asked us to hold over the petition, but Parliament went 
into recess, and that was the end of it. In August, 1912, 
we had another public meeting with a view to holding 
a deputation, which was refused. In 1915 a deputa- 
tion was also refused. In 1917 Mr. Bowrey and 
myself communicated with the Railway Commissioners 


with regard to the construction of this tramway, 
without result. In June, 1917, I saw Dr Arthur, and 


he proposed that we should raise a loan of £15,000 cn 
debentures, saying that he thought the Government would 
then be able to give us the tramway. It was a big task, 
but after we got some thousands of pounds together I saw 
Dr. Arthur again and I told him it was all very well to 
raise the money, but we wanted to be in a position to put 
the money into the Treasury, so that people who contributed 
would be able to get their bonds and interest from that 
date. Weraised £12,000, and I then went to Dr. Arthur and 
told him ke must have something definite, so that the money 
of the contributors would be accepted at the Treasury. 
Nothing resuited, and the thing fell through. ‘The saine 
thing occurred just prior to the defeat of the last National 
Gover nment. Mr. Ball was then Secretary for Works, and 
he told us through the local members that if we raised 
£10,000 he might be able to see his way to give us the tram- 
way. We had a meeting at Dr. Ar thur’s «rooms. in 
Macquarie-street and subscribed about £8,000. We then 
went to the Minister, and had a conv ersation about the 
matter. It was generally understood hy those present 


that the Minister said that, provided we were able to 
raise the balance of the money—and we could have 


done so easily—we would get the e tramway if Cabinet was 
agreeable. During the election campaign which foilowed, 
Mr. Ball, Mr. Cocks, and others stated from the platform 
in the Freshwater Liter rary Institute that they recognised 
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that the people of the district ought to be served with a 
tramway. They said that the National Government, if 
returned, would see that the tramway was built without 
asking the local people to foot the bill, The Labour Gov- 
ernment was returned, and Mr. Estell visited Freshwater 
on ]2th April, 1921. He, too, recognised, that we had done 
good work, and were deserving of a tramway. He said 
that he had received a recommendation from Mr. Ball that 
the work should be carried out, and he promised to con- 
struct the line, providing Cabinct was agreeable, That is 
the history of the tramway up to the time it was referred 
to the Public Works Committee. The unimproved capital 

value of the district to be served APY the proposed tramway, 
waich does not include quite the whole of Freshwater 
and Curl Carl, is £246,847. The unimproved values 
have been taken in a line from Lima:street, which is near 
the public school, south to the Manly Jagoon, and from 
the ocean to Macdonald-street on the west. Macdonald-street 
is probably a mile or 2 miles west of the public school. 
These figures were obtained from the shire clerk within 
the last month. A ecording to the figures collected by the 
Freshwater Tramway League it is estimated that the pro- 
Best tramway, if constructed, would yield a revenue of 
£10,270 a year. As a matter of fact, I think that these 
figures under-estimate the actual position by a long way. 
If the tramway cost £23,000 to construct, it would return 
45 per cent. to the Government. 

245. Your estimate of £10,270 is based on a 3d. fare, 
whereas the Railway Commissioners only expect to get 
1d. (—Even then the line would show a return of 15 per 
cent. 

246. But you are excluding all considerations of working 
expenses and interest ?—It will be shown later on by other 
witnesses that the line would earn as much again as has 
been estimate]. The buses which are plying to Freshwater 


are doing remarkably well. Looking at the proposition 
from a financial pont of view, I have no doubt that the 


proposed line, if built, woul pay from the very start, I 
have lived in the district for the past twenty-one years, 
and the attendances at the local schools show how Fresh- 
water his gone ahead. In 1912 the public school opened 
with ninety-two children, and to-diy there are 374. A 
Roman Catholic school was opened in the district last 
year, and it has a roll of ninety children, so that the total 
school enrolment for the district is 464. From the health 
point of view I do not think there is any better place 
adjacent to Sydney than Freshwater. Apart from the 
attractions of surf ba ae if you go back to the hills, 
especially to Beacon Hill, which has a very high Rlatades 
the air is just as pleasant as on the Blue Mountains. 

247, Have you noticed that during recent years there 
has been a change from week-end to permanent residence 
in Freshwater?—Yes. At the present time we have a 
residential population of 3,660, 
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248, What was the population, say, ten years ag) ?— 
During the past ten years I think the population has 
increased by about 1,600. 

249. And that increase has been maintained froin year 
to year /—Yes, it has been gradual. The war prevented a 
large number of people from investing in land, but as far 
back as 1911 a good deal of land was bought around 
Freshwater for residential purposes, because it was thought 
that a tramway would be built. When means of com- 
munication were not provided many people resold their 
land, because they recognised that the climb over the hills 
to get to Freshwater was a terrible drawback, despite the 
other attractions of the place. No matter what way you 
approach Freshwater you have to climb a hill. 

250. Do you regard Freshwater as being a district suit- 
able for a man of moderate income, say the skilled artisan 
or the man who works in an office, to take up land to puta 
residence on ?—Yes, it is a district which is suitable for 
any class. Most of the people who live there are workers. 
Many of the residents are connected with the commercial 
life of the city, and they travel backswards and forwards 
morning and night. If the proposed tramway were built 
the population of Freshwater and Curl Curl would be 
increased considerably. 


Alderman Arthur Thomas Keirle, Mayor of Manly, sworn 
and examined :— 


251. Chairman.| How long have you known the Fresh- 
water district /—For thirty years. 

252. Do you wish to make a statement to the Committee 
with regard to this proposal?—I gave evidence before the 
Committee when this tramway was last before it, and to 
save the time of this Committee I again tender that evi- 
dence, with one or two additions. When I gave that 
evidence I omitted to state that in addition to the ordinary 
daily and week-end traffic there would be a considerable 
traffic from the junction of the proposed line with the 
Manly-Narrabeen line at Pittwater-road, as thousands of 
people who now go further on, would be diverted from Narra- 
been. The Narrabeen line is now carrying passengers a 
long distance for the small fare of sixpence, and large 
numbers of the people who now go on to Narrabeen would 
go to Freshwater, which is one of the safest beaches in the 
district. 

253. That means that revenue will be taken from the 
existing line and transferred to the proposed line !—Yes, 
but if you had a debit and credit account you would find 
it would be in favour of the Railway Commissiouers, 
because the people would be carriel a much _ shorter 
distance for half the fare to Narrabeen. Within casy 
distance of Freshwater is Curl Curl beach, which is an 
unknown beauty spot. If you wish to go to Curl Curl 
beach to-day you have to walk nearly a mile from Brook- 
vale, but if the tramway were built to Freshwater people 
could get to Curl Curl after a delightful walk along the 
beach. We have heard a good deal about this proposal as 
a business proposition, but I think it will be admitted that 
the directors of the Canadian Pacific Railway are as 
hard-headed business men as are operating in any part of 
the world. ‘They built the Canadian Pacific Railway 
without going into figures as to the number of houses or 
the settlement that was anticipated. They simply built 
the railway, cleared and fenced the farms, and erected 
homesteads practically all on ‘‘ spec.” 

254. But they got large grants of land ?!—They did, but 
they looked to the future. Jf our Railway Commissioners 
would adopt a similar policy, not only with regard to 
tramways but railways, I think the same results wouid 
follow here. I think. this policy might very well be 
applied to the Freshwater tramway. 

255. You think the same results would follow here 1—I 
do. 


256. Has the construction of the tramway to Narrabeen 


had that effect !—You could not quote a better instance. 
Right from Manly Lagoon to Narrabeen there are houses 
practicaliy the whole of the way 


257. But the Narrabeen line has not paid yet ?— Perhaps 
not, but it soon will, because there is no district that is 
going ahead like the district traversed by that tramway. 


258. In the event of the proposed tramway being con- 
structed you think that Freshwater offers the same facilities 
for development #—I do. 


259. I mean permanent residence !—Yes, because Fresh 
water would be easily reached if we had a tramway. I 
think the estimated cost might well be revised. The 
estimate was made in July, 1921, and if it were revised I 
think the Railway Commissioners would be able to bring 
the cost down by 10 per cent. I merely throw this out as 
a suggestion, 

260. Mr. Travers.| Mr. Doran, giving evidence before 
the Committee on the 7th December last, said : 


The estimated expenditure was worked out on the last occasion at 
the ruling rate per mile of 23°32. To-day it is 30°93, which puts 
the working cost up. It means an increase on the original estimates 
of £8,852, and including interest, £10,115. It shows an annual loss 
of £4,515, as against £2,337, the figures quoted last January. 


1--That is on account of the labour cost and shorter hours, 
T notice that the Departmeat proposes to use white metal 
ballast, the cost of which is set down at 11s, 6d. per cubic 
yard. I havea garden suburbin the vicinity, and I amgetting 
white metal ballast, which is good enough for tramway 
construction, for 5s. a cubic yard, plus cartage, which brings 
it up to 8s. That is one item I happen to know about. 

261. Mr. Mahony.| Would much land have to be re- 
sumed for the proposed tramway !—Very little. I under- 
stand that two gentlemen have offered to give the land 
they hold free of cost. 

262. Do you know what it would cost to resume the 
rest of the land required !—The resumptions would not be 
a big item, because most of the land to be resumed comes 
under the condemnation conditions of the Board of Health 
and has been depreciated in value on that account. 


Robert Ramsay Stewart McKillop, Wilson-street, Fresh- 
water, sworn, and examined :— 


263. Chairman.] How long have you resided at Fresh- 
water !--Seven years. 

264. Are you a member of the Freshwater Tramway 
League ?—I am. 

265. We have had a good deal of evidence on the pro- 
posed tramway, and the Committee wishes to hear what 
you have to say with regard to it?--I think my colieagues 
have covered the ground pretty exhaustively. I have 
taken an active part in connection with the proposed 
tramway, being president of the tramway league. From 
my observation during my seven years’ residence I can 
say that the residential populaticn has increased without 
proper travelling facilities. I was employed by the Public 
Works Department for five years on the construction 
of the Northern Suburbs Outfall Sewer, and I used 
to walk from my home at Freshwater to my work on 
the quarantine area night and morning, because then we 
had neither tram nor bus. During the past twelve months 
seventy-three new houses have been built in the area which 
would be served by the proposed tramway. An important 
factor which the Committee should bear in mind is that 
not only is there considerable traffic to Freshwater at week- 
ends and on holidays, but that a considerable number of 
people visit the beach throughout the week. When I left 
at 9:45 this morning the beach was fairly alive with people, 
and I know a large percentage of them were visitors. Carl 
Curl beach, which is just to the north of Freshwater, is a 
very fine beach, though not so safe as Freshwater, which : 
say, without fear of contradiction, is the safest beach in the 
Commonwealth that I know of. Except when we have 
heavy easterly or south-easterly weather there are no 
channels on the beach. Sometimes you can-walk out 500 feet 
with the utmost safety. Freshwater beach has advantages 
which no other beach north of Sydney possesses. If tramway 
facilities were afforded you would not know Freshwater in 
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two years, the population would be so dense. I might say 
that the undesirable element is being fast weeded out, and 
the permanent residential population is increasing rapidly. 
Ninety per cent. of the residents are working men, A large 
number of them used to work at Cockatoo and Mort’s docks, 
and some of them are employed as far away as Auburn. 
These people advertise Freshwater to their friends. During 
the past week I sold four allotments of land to people living at 
Granville, and they told me that they came to buy it owing 
to their friends telling them what a delightful spot Fresh- 
water was. I have tenants who came from the suburbs such 
as Erskineville, and from other parts of the city, and when 
they came their children were sickly and puny, but to-day 
they are rosy and fat. I can assure the Committee that 
90 per cent. of the people living at Freshwater would 
sooner travel by tram than by motor bus. If a tram were 
running to Freshwater it would be patronised by a large 
number of people who would go to Freshwater beach in 
preference to any other beach. At the present time they 
will not undertake to walk over the hills, but if they could 
get to Freshwater by a direct route they would go there. 
I have prepared the following with regard to the motor bus 
service to Freshwater :— 


Lawrence-street, Freshwater, 
. 15th December, 1921. 

The buses run every twenty minutes between 7.15 a.m, and 8.45 
a.m. and between 4.40 p.m. and 6.40 p.m., with a third bus in reserve 
on Saturday afternoons and Sundays to cope with the traffic. During 
the busy hours on week-days, and on Sundays and on holidays, the 
buses are always packed. Between 5.30 p.m. and 6,30 p.m. every 
day there is generally an overflow to the tram or the Queenscliff 
steps bus, which cater for every boat. It is difficult to enumerate 
the number of passengers who would utilise the tram to Freshwater, 
but it is safe to say that the very large majority of those who live 
in and around Freshwater and Curl Curl would patronise the tram 
if it ran to, for the sake of argument, Charles-street, Freshwater, 
thus eliminating the hard walk over Queenscliff steps. 

During the surfing season the traffic increases tremendously, and 
on fine week-ends some 1,500 to 2,090 people flock to Freshwater 
beach, it being more accessible and nearer by an hour practically than 
Dee Why, Collaroy or Narrabeen, 

Apart from the fact that the local traffic alone would pay the 
way, as well as leave a substantial sum for sinking fund, the district 
is becoming increasingly popular as a residential area, and would no 
doubt, given decent facilities of access, in a very short time become 
a second Manly. The undesirable element, which is at present the 
drawback, being directed to other districts not so convenient to 
town and therefore not as essential to the wellbeing of the people 
who really matter in the establishment of a growing residential 
district, which is advancing despite the disadvantages of bad roads 
and a week-end influx of ‘‘ a most undesirable community,” and that 
is putting it mildly. 

On Sunday, 10th, the three buses carried 1,950 passengers; on 
Tuesday, 12th, 600 odd, and this was a very poor day. 


The bus I travelled by this morning is licensed to carry 
forty-five people, but before it left the corner of Dowling 
and Lawrence streets there were twenty-seven passengers 
aboard. I can honestly say that if the proposed tramway 
were constructed it would pay. 


266. Mr. Travers.| Do the people who want to get to 
Freshwater and who cannot find room in the buses at M anly 
take the tram to the second section and then walk '—They 
take the tram as far as Ellis’s timber yard and then go up 
the steps. 

267. Do many people go that way ?—Several go that 
way morning and evening. 


268. Do as many people travel by tram to the second 
section as now travel by bus?—I do not think so. Of 
course, the buses are crowded uncomfortably. With the 
exception of the big bus, they are licensed to carry 
eighteen passengers, but [ have seen as many as thirty-five 
crushed into them. 


269. When ycu speak about the bus are you referring to 
the bus that goes direct to Freshwater ?—Yes. 


270. There are buses running from Manly to Queens- 
cliffe steps and to Collingwood-strect. Do any of the 
people living at Freshwater travel by those buses?—No, 
those buses are mostly patronised by people who live at 
the extreme end of Queenscliffe, 


Witness—R, R, S. McKillop, 15 December, 1922, 


271. Do you think the bulk of the people who now 
travel to Freshwater by bus would use the proposed tram- 
way if it were built ?—Honestly I do. 


272, Apparently that is traffic Mr. Doran has not taken 
into account in his calculations !—Assuredly. 


273. Are there any buses running along the existing 
tramway in the direction of Brookvale?—Not daily. On 
holidays I have seen buses running to Narrabeen from 


Manly wharf. 


274. Apparently the Narrabeen tramway is not able to 
cope with the holiday traflic?—I do not think that com- 
petition of the buses from Manly to Narrabeen on holidays 
interferes very much with the tramway revenue, because 
of the distance. 

275. The length of the proposed line is 67 chains, and 
if you wanted to get from the existing line to the beach 
what would be the shortest distance, keeping to streets }— 
More than half a mile. 


276. Within a quarter of a mile of the existing line the 
residents are fairly well served?—The great drawback is 
the steps. 


277. The drawback is the configuration of the country ? 


—Yes. ; 
278. Is the configuration of the country such that traffic 


would be drawn to the proposed line from half a mile to 
the south of it !—Yes. 


279, Would it not be almost as near for the people 
living half a mile south of the proposed line to walk to the 
existing line and thus save a penny ?—Climbing those hills 
is anything but pleasant, and they would not take the 
extra penny into consideration. 

280. ‘The people living south of the proposed line, in the 
direction of the lagoon, are as close to the existing line as 
they would be to the prodosed line ?—I do not think so. [ 
think they would patronise the new tram, 


281. The Tramway Proposals Committee, reporting on 
the proposed line in 1911, stated : 

In view of all the facts, the Committee is of opinion that the 
effect of the extension of the Manly-Brookvale line to Collaroy 
Beach, Narrabeen, should first be noted, as there is a_ possibility 
that the trend of population will be in the direction of Narrabeen 
when the extra section is constructed, and that, therefore, the 


question of providing communication to Freshwater should stand 
over for the present. 


Mr. Doran, commenting on this report, said : 


At that time the tramway ran as far as Brookvale only, a distance 

of 3 miles 14 chains from Manly pier, but there is no doubt that the 
extension of the tramway to Collaroy Beach, a distance of 6 miles 
32 chainsfrom Manly pier, and Narrabeen, a distance of 7 miles 62 
chains from Manly pier, has been responsible for a very large 
growth of population in those districts, whilst the population of 
Freshwater has not, from a tramway point of view, advanced in a 
similar ratio. 
Is there as much settlement in the Freshwater arca within 
the influence of the proposed line as there is between Curl 
Curl lagoon and Brookvale?’—Yes. During the seven 
years I have lived in Freshwater I have seen the district 
growing gradually. 

282. During that seven years has the tendency been to 
erect week-end cottages!—No. People have bought allot- 
ments and built their own homes on them, 


283. Are people buying land close to the beach 1—Yes, 
Nineteen camps are coming down, and there is to be a sub- 
division sale shortly. 

284. Have land values increased very much ?—Consider- 
ably. In front of my office in Lawrence-street there is 
land which I could have bought for £2 10s. a foot when I 
went to reside at Freshwater, but to-day it is worth £5 a 
foot. Land near the beach runs to £10 a foot. 


285. Mr. Peterkin, who formed one of the deputation 
which waited on the Minister on 18th February, 1920, 
said that there wers some ‘‘ hundred acres subdivided and 
available for settlement.” Do you know where these 
hundreds of acres are?—I do not know where there are 
hundreds of acres, but I suppose there are hundreds of 
allotments. Two or three subdivision sales were held 
during the past two or three years, 
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Witness-—R. R. 8. McKillop, 15 December, 1922. 


286. If the proposed line were built, do you think it 
would attract igattic to Freshwater Beach ‘from the direction 
of Brookva'e ?—All the residential population to the south 
of Curl Curl would use the proposed line in preference 
to walking a mile, or a mile and a quarter, to Brookvale. 
# 287. Where do you think you would get the most 
traffic for the proposed line—from the north or the south?— 
From the south, 

Chairman.| What sanitary system have you in 
Freshwater ?—The ran system. 


WEDNESDAY, 


289] Is there any hope of Freshwater being connected 
with the ocean outfall sewer ?1—Yes. Three or four months 
ago the surveyors of the Water and Sewerage Board made 
surveys at Freshwater. 


290. During the past few years you know more than one 
route has been suggested for the proposed tramway. Of 
all the routes, do you think the one now before the Com- 
mittee is the best in the interests of the tramway itself ?2— 
Yes, 


20 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Hresent:— 


The Ton, -W. 2, DICK 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 


Davin Hexry DrummMonp, 


(CITAIRMAN), 
Francis Micuaru Burke, Esq, 
Brian JAmMes Dog, Esa. 
Iisa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curi Carl to 
Freshwater. 


Councillor Slathiel Elmer Ellsworth, surveyor, Vernon- 
street, Queenscliffe, sworn and exaniined :— 


291. Chairman.] Have you given some consideration to 
the proposed tramway from Curl Curl to Freshwater 1— 
Yes. Ifthe proposed line were constructed it would be a 
great convenience to the people living in that part of the 
district, and it would assist in building up the locality. 
There are five motor-buses plying between Manly wharf 
and Queenscliffe and Freshwater, and the major portion of 
the traffic that they carry would be carried by the proposed 
tramway, if constructed. , 

292. Is the distance from the centre of settlement to the 
existing tramway such as to hinder the development cf 
Freshwater and prevent the beach from being put to its 
best use?—It is. Freshwater is somewhat shut in by 
ridges in both directions, and whichever way you go you 
have to climbup and down. Three buses ply to Bridge- 
road, Queenscliffe, and people living at Queenscliffe and 
Freshwater walk over and down the hill rather than take 
the other road, on account of its roughness. At the foot 
of Queenscliffe hill they get into the municipality of Manly 
and travel over a fairly smooth road to the wharf. 

293. How long has this district been under your obser- 
vation 1—I have been living at Quecnscliffe for nine years. 

294. Do you experience any difficulty in Betas from 
your own residence to the existing tramway ’—To get to 
the Manly-Narrabeen tramway I have to walk about three- 
quarters of a mile; if L walk to the other section it is 
nearly half a mile. 

295 How far is it from your residence to the most con- 
venicnt point on the proposed tramway ?—<bout half the 
distance that it is to the existing tramway, and I could 
travel on a level road. The proposed tramway is nob 
designed to serve the locality in which I live so much as 
Freshwater and the country to the north of it. Wedco not 
expect the proposed line to serve us, because we are really 
on the headland between Manly and Freshwater beaciies. 

296. Have you viewed the proposed tramway with a 
professional eye in order to determine whether the route is 
the best one that could be obtained ?—I cannot say that I 
have viewed it professionally. At one time I was very 
much interested in the tramway coming via Bridge-road, 
but I felt that if I pressed my own ideas I might jeopardise 
the building of the line. A line via Bridge-road would be 
just as cheap as the proposed line, but I have made no 
surveys, not even a reconnaissance. I might say that I 
carried out a number of railway surveys in Canada. 

297. When the proposed line was first before the Com- 
mittee the estimated loss was £2,337, but to-day it is 
put down at £4,515, or nearly twice as much as it was in 
January of this year?—I should think that the expected 
revenue must be rather low, 


= Sr 


At a one penny fare the revenue is estimated at 
£5,600 per annum. Do you think that the construction 
of the proposed tramway is likely to result in immediate 
development so far as permanent residence is concerned 1— 
I think so. If the tramway is built I would look for a 
considerable increase. Without betraying a confidence I 
might say that the Warringah Shire Council has a com: 
prehensive road scheme arhich will, I think, develop the 
whole of the shire, and during the next three years we are 
looking forward to the population doubling itself, if we 
can get our scheme through. So far we have pou had two 
meetings. 

299. The improvement of the roads in this particular 
portion of the Warringah Shire would lead to keener 
motor-bus competition with the trams!—I do not know 
that it would lead to keener competition than at present. 
I fail to see how the motor-buses could cope with the 

rafiic. Weare not so keen on taking the buses if we are 
provided with the same conveniences by trarn, Naturally 
the Council much prefers trams to the buses, because of 
the saving of wear and tear on the roads. 

300. Recently we had some evidence with regard to the 
development which had taken place in the Freshwater 
district during the last two years. Last year we were told 
about eighty-seven new houses were built, and this year 
about seventy-one. Do you regard that as an evidence of 
the popularity of the district, and do you think that the 
construction of the proposed tramway would bring about 
greater development ?—I think so. I do not know whether 
you were told the value of the houses built during the past 
two years. Houses of a better class have been built during 
the last year or two. For instance, two years ago I built 
a house costing about £650, but this year I built one 
costing £1,400, When I first went to Queenscliffe, Fresh- 
water and Queenscliffe were week-end resorts, but houses of 
the better class are now being put up. 

801. Do you agree with previous witnesses that week-end 
occupation is diminishing and that permanent residence is 
increasing ?—Absolutely. When I moved into the street 
in which I live nine years ago there were eight week-end 
places in that street, now there is one, and the man who 
occupies that place is as good as if he were a permanent 
resident, because he is a most desirable tenant. 

302. Mr. Travers.| If the proposed tramway were con- 
structed would it be of any advantage to the people living 
at Queenscliffe1—Yes. It would oar be so much advantage 
to me because J live on the point at Queenscliffe facing 
Freshwater. 

303. Would not the people living at Queenscliffe be much 
nearer the terminus of the proposed line than they are to 
any part of the existing line ?—All those living on top of 
the hill would find the proposed line more conyenient, 
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304, On the apex of the hill are there many houses which 
would be served by the proposed tramway ?!—The apex of 
the hill is thickly populated, more than half the allotments 
being built on. 

305. Is the configura‘ion of the country such that people 
living half-a-mile south of the proposed line would use it in 
preference to walking to the existing line?—I doubt if 
those living half-a- -mile south of the proposed line would use 
it, because 1 they would have to walk over the apex of the 
hill. 

396. The people living between the apex of the hill and 
the proposed line would use it ?—Yes, and that is the most 
thickly populated part of the hill. 

307. The people living on the southern side of the hill 
nearer Bridge-road would still take the bus?—I think so. 

308. Seeing that the people living at Qucenscliffe can 
get a motor- bus almost at their doors. and be taken direct 
to Manly wharf, would they not use the bus rather than 
walk to the proposed tramway ?—I would not say that. I 
would say that about half of them would use the proposed 
tramway and half would not. 

309. People living in that area now travel by the buses ? 
—Yes, even in that territory which would be served by the 
proposed line the people use the buses. 

310. If the proposed tramway were built do you think 
that these people would use it instead of taking the bus !— 
I think the majority would rather have the tram. 

311. Are the buses able to cope with the traffic as far as 
Queenscliffe ?—Not during busy hours. 

312. Dopeopleliving at Queenscliffe travel by the existing 
tramway from Manly wharf for a certain distance and then 
walk to their homes?-—A good many of them at the present 
time catch an earlier bus. By that I mean that instead of 
a half-hourly service the bus proprietors endeavour to run 
two buses at intervals of 15 minutes to catch the steamers 
which leave every half hour. 

313. I was thinking more of the week-end and holiday 
traffic?—The buses are never able to cope with the week- 
end and holiday traffic, but as a large number of those who 
visit Freshwater at week-ends and on holidays are young 
people, they walk if they cannot find room in the buses, 

314. Would the proposed tramway be likely to draw 
much traffic from its northern side?— Yes. That part of 
the district is the more popular, and it is building up faster 
than the country to the south of the line. 

315, You think that most of the traffic would come from 
the northern side of the proposed tramway ?— Undoubtedly. 


That part of the country is not so much built on, and it is\ 


more desirable from the residential point of view. There 

are more inquiries for land in that part of the district now 
than Bb ewicrs: because the better-class houses are being 
erected there. The proposed tramway would draw traffic 
from the direction of Curl Curl. 

316. During the nine years you have lived at Queenscliffe 
you have seen a good deal of settlement in the district ?— 
Yes, a big increase from year to year. As far as the better- 
cla ss houses are concerned, the biggest increase has been 
during the past four years. 

317. With respect to the better-class houses, are they of 
brick or wood ?—There are very few wooden houses now. 
Most of them are either of fibro-concrete or brick. 

318. Have you any knowledge of land values in the 
district -—Yes. 

319. What is ]Jand worth per foot now within easy 
walking distance of the proposed line?—-On the Qveens- 
cliffe side it runs from £8 to £10 a foot, but on the 
northern side £3 10s, a foot would probably be the highest 
price. 

320. Why the difference $—-Queenscliffe 1 is high and has 
a splendid outlook, which has increased values there some- 
what. In my time land values have jumped from 30s. and 
32s. 6d. per foot to £8 and £9 a foot. 

321. Can you say whether the Manly-Narrabeen tram- 
way has stimulated settlement within a quarter of a mile 
on either side of it?—Yes. ‘The country within walking 
distance north of the proposed line was formerly all bush, 
but now it kas been cleared and houses put en it, 


Witness—Ccuncillor 8, E, Ellsworth, 20 December, 1922. 


322. Do you expect that the same results will follow the 
construction of the proposed line as has followed the build- 
ing of the Manly—Narrabeen line ?—I do. 

323. Mr. Mahony.| Would the proposed line, if built, 
serve the Curl Curl district !—Yes, because the pe ople there 
would have a shorter distance to walk than they have 
now. 

324. Is there much settlement around Curl Curl!— 
During the past few years quite a few houses have been 
built. Curl Curl is growing. As a matter of fact, Curl 
Curl would benefit mcre from the construction of the pro- 
posed tramway than any other part of the district, because 
it is there that the greatest growth will take place. Tt is 
a more desirable location and better-class houses are being 
built there. 

825, Would the proposed line serve Harbord ?—It 
would be very convenient to the people living on the top 
of the hill. 

326. How do land values run around Harbord ?—T am 
not familiar with that part of the district, but I think you 
ought to get land there at from £2 to £2 10s. a foot. 

327. Do you regard Freshwater as a safe beach ?—I may 
be partial, but I think it is the best beach in New South 
Wales. During the nine years I have lived at Queenscliffe 
I have only seen the current change twice. Three years 
ago the flags were shifted a couple of times during the 
summer, Ww hereas on Manly beach they are shifted almost 
every other day. 

328. Is Freshwater beach well patronised ?--Yes, 

329, Ifthe proposed tramway were built, do you think 
that the people who now go to M: anly beach would go to 
Vreshwater?—I do not know that they would, hut the 
Manly people who now go over to Freshwater would have 
their numbers increased if this tramway were constructed. 

330. Mr. Prank Burke.| Ave there any boarding-houses 
at I*'reshwater ?—I am under the impression that there is 
one ; there are two or three at Queenscliffe. 

331. Do many people take advantage of Freshwater asa 


pleasure resort during the week ?—As I do not go to the. 


beach very often now, I do not know. From where I live 
I see quite a number of people on the beach. Quite a 
number of them would be permanent residents, and, as I 
said, permanent residence has been on the increase during 
the past two or three years. 

332, If the Council built decent roads, would the motor 
buses be able to cope with the traftic 1‘'They might, but 
the Council is not in favour of building good roads for motor 
buses if we can get the tram. If we ; built good roads the 
motor buses might be able to cope with the traffic by putting 
on more buses, but they would cut up the roads, which 
would be more expensive to the ratepayers. 

333, Are not the bus fares fairly high, and would it not 
be cheaper to travel by tram ?!—It ought to be cheaper to 
travel by tram, because the cost of power for tramway 
purposes per unit should not be as highas the cost of power 
for motor buses. 

334. Do you think the fact of having a penny section 
would induce traffic?—Ys. No motor bus could run from 
Ireshwater to Manly for 3d. 

335. Do you consider that week-end residerce is undesir- 
able ?—We used to consider it to be so. Many cheap 
houses were put up which could be rented for a little money 
and the larrikin element crept in. That element has been 
gradually eliminated by the construction of better-class 
houses, and the charging cf higher rents. The better-class 
houses has brought in a more desirable class of people. 

336. Jf7. Doe.| Can you give the Committee any idea as 
to the cost of resamptions for the proposed tramway ?— 
The line has been surveyed through the cheapest land on 
the hill, but as I have had no occasion to price it I could 
not give any idea as to the amcunt of ccmpensaticn which 
would have to be paid. 

337. How many people do you think would be benefited 
by the proposed line, if constructed ?—T do not know what 
the population of Freshwater is. I know that there are 
1,000 names on the roll, but a large number of people do 
not bother to have their names put on the roll, 
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Witnesses—-Councillor 8. E. Ellsworth, 20 December, and A. F 3; Hull, 21 December, 1922, 


338. Mrs. BE. Bennett, of the Women’s Reform Leag.ie 
of New South Wales, recently communicated with the 
Public Works Department with regard to the proposed 
tramway and said that it would serve a population of 3,000. 
Do you consider that to be an unreasonable estimate !—It 
might be a trifle high, but I should not think it was 
unreasonable. 


339. You said that there were five buses plying between 
Manly wharf and Freshwater and Queenscliffe. Do any 
of those buses run as far as the terminus of the proposed 
tramway ?—The council has just granted them permission 
to run to Randall’s Point, towards Carl Carl. 


340. How frequently do the motor buses run 1—Half- 
hourly to Lawrence-street. To Quecnscliffe they run every 
half-hour during the day, and every fifteen minutes at 
busy periods. 

341. If the proposed tramway were constructed and the 
road thereby improved, would the competition of the 
motor buses with the tramway be keener than it is now ?— 
That is a very hard question to answer. The competition 
might become keener, and it might not. 


342, If the proposed line were built would there be an 
immediate increase in land values in the district, and to 
what extent?—I should think land values would increase 
by 50 per cent. immediately it was decided to construct the 
line. 

343. What area of country would be served by the 
proposed tramway’?--From 1,000 to 1,500 acres. The 
whole of the area from the ocean to Pittwater-road and 
north of Moore-street would be served. 

344. What fare do the buses charge now 1—-Fourpence 
to Lawrence street. They used to charge sixpence, but 
they undertook to reduce the fare to fourpence if the 
Council repaired one portion of the roid which was in a 
very bad condition, I think they are rather sorry that 
they did reduce the fare, as they are not making too much 
money out of the business how. 

345. What is the bus fare from the existing tramway to 
Lawrence-street !—Twopence, I think. 

346. Chairman.| You have no sewerage system in 
Freshwater ?—No, but the surveys have been made. 

317. Freshwater is connected with the Sydney water 
supply !—Yes. 


THURSDAY, 21 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHarrmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvers. 
The Hon. Rozerrt Matony, 


Franeots Micnarn Burke, Esa, 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Curl Curl to Freshwater. 


Arthur Francis Basset Hull, retired public servant, 
Qucenscliffe-road, Queenscliffe, sworn and examined :— 


348. Chairman.| You have been a resident of the Fresh- 
water district for some time?—For about sixteen years, 
but I have owned land there for the last twenty-five years. 

349. You have taken a considerable interest in the pro- 
posal to have Freshwater linked up with the Manly- 
Narrabeen tramway ¢—Yes, from the time it was first pro- 
posed in 1911 until now. I left the financial aspect of the 
proposal entirely to the Freshwater Tramway League. In 
my opinion the proposed line would be most desirable, but 
whether it would pay or not I could not say. 

350. Has the development of the district been steady 
from year to year, or has there been any sudden increase 
in permanent residence?—I first bought land there in 
1897, but it was not till about 1906 that there was any 
large influx of permanent population. Practically for ten 
years the district was fairly stationary, but from 1906 to 
1916 there was a steady increase. Although the increase 
has not gone on in the same ratio as it did in the preceeding 
ten years, there has been an increase since 1916. 

351. Do you think the district is labouring under any 
disabilities from the point of view of the establishment of 
permanent settlement ?—Yes. 

352. In what way?—Principally owing to lack of good 
roads of access and means of transport. 

353. Would the construction of the proposed tramway 
be followed by any considerable increase in the number of 
permanent residents?—I am strongly of opinion that it 
would. 

354. Taking the Queenscliffe portion of the area, do the 
people on the southern side of the ridge now suffer any 
very great handicap as regards transport which would be 
cured by the construction of the proposed tramway ?—-No. 

555. So that that portion could be excluded from the 
trafficable area of the proposed tramway?—I should say 
that the people living eastward from my residence at the 
corner of Dalley-strect and Queenscliffe-road to the coast 
would not benefit to any extent from the proposed tram- 
way. 


356. Would the people living on the northern side of the 
ridge benefit?—Yes. That portion of Queenecliffe is so. 
sparsely populated that probably the tramway would 
increase the population there. 

357. How far north of the northern side of Qucens- 
cliffe ridge do you think the proposed tramway would 
draw traffic?—Provided it went to Albert-street, Fresh- 
water, I think its influence would be felt as far as the 
ridge on which the publie school is built. That is prac- 
tically the northern extremity of the locality known as: 
Freshwater. 

358. The proposed tramway commences by a junction 
with the Manly to Narrabeen line north of the crossing of 
Curl Curl lagoon and proceeds north-westerly along Pitt- 
water-road, and through private property, thence north- 
easterly across Dalley-road, and again through private 
property to Curl Curl street, northerly along part of that 
street to Lawrence-street, and easterly along that street to 
Albert-street, and south-easterly along Moore-road to the 
Esplanade at Queenscliffe beach?—That is a considerable 
extension since I last heard of this tramway. 

359. Does that alter the replies you have given to ques- 
tions so far?—No, because it does not extend any further 
north. J was speaking of its northern boundary of in-: 
fluence. 

360. So that the tramway as before us now would, im 
your opinion, only draw traffic from the area you have’ 
already indicated ?—Yes. 

361. Having prospective development in view, do you 
think that that area is sufficient to make the proposed 
tramway a payable proposition?—I am diffident about ex-: 
pressing any opinion on that point. I admit that I do not: 
know anything about the financial side of the question. 

362. When this proposal was put before the Committee 
on 10th January, 1922, the interest and working expenses: 
amounted to £7,937, and the estimated annual revenue to: 
£5,600, leaving an estimated annual loss of £2,337. Mr. 
Doran, the Tramway Traffic Manager, giving evidence 
before the Committee on the 7th of this month, said that 
these figures had to be brought up to date, and they were 
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brought up to date in this way: The estimated working 
expenses have been increased from 23:32d. per mile to 
30:93d., which means that the estimated annual loss will 
be increased to £4,515. Do you care to hazard an opinion 
as to whether the prospective development of the district 
is likely to overtake that loss?—If I might hazard an 
opinion J would say that the loss is over-estimated and 
that the revenue is under-estimated. In my opinion, there 
would be such a marked increase in the population if the 
tramway were constructed that in a very short time any 
loss would disappear. 

363. It is only fair to Mr. Doran to point out that he is 
only giving the proposed tramway credit for 1d. per pas- 
senger ‘—] recognise that there could be no further charge 
than there is at the present time. To Harbord-road the 
fare is 8d. 

364. Why do you regard the Freshwater district as 
being attractive from the point of view of permanent resi- 
dence’—Speaking from personal experience, the air at 
Freshwater is very bracing, being distinctly different from 
that of the Manly flat. The beach, of course, is one of the 
safest on the coast, and it has a great attraction, particu- 
larly for children, on that account. The scenery, too, 1s 
beautiful. Freshwater is so situated that practically from 
any point in the valley a view can be obtained. 

365. What sanitary system have you at Freshwater ‘— 

The pan systein. 
” 366. Is there any immediate prospect of Kreshwater 
being sewered?—I would hardly eall it an immediate 
prospect, because it has been talked about for the last ten 
years, but there is an ultimate prospect. We have been 
informed by the Water and Sewerage Board that a survey 
will shortly be undertaken, but it will necessarily be a con- 
siderable time before we get the sewer. 

367. The proposed tramway will pass through at. least 
two sections of private property. Do you know whether 
the values of those properties are very high?—One of the 
porticns is owned by myself, jointly with other residents. 
Four years ago we offered any portion of our land required 
for the tramway free of cost. That offer was repeated in 
January of this year, but when the proposal was turned 
down we became tried of waiting, and since then we 
formed ourselves into a syndicate and have subdivided the 
land. I deposit a plan of the subdivision with the Com- 
mittee. We took the road as nearly as possible along the 
route of the tramway as we understood it at the time. 
Naturally, for our own purposes, we tcok the easiest 
gradient. If the tramway takes off at Pittwater-road it 
will cross private land at the foot of Queenscliffe-road 
before it enters Dalley-street. Our road comes out on to 
Dalley-street at the foot of a steep pinch, which would be 
awkward of negotiation by a tramway. Therefore, I take 
it, the tramway would go below that point and exactly 
where our road enters Dalley-street. If, on the other hand, 
the route is altered, and the line takes off from Pittwater- 
road at Harbord-road, it should go up to where our road 
comes out on to Harbord-road. The gradient there would 
also be quite easy, and would bring the tramway up to the 
same point where it would cut across into Curl Curl 
street. 

368. So you really planned your subdivision with a view 
to the possible extension of the tramway to the beach ?— 
Partly for that reason and partly because the proposed 
route of the tramway is the most convenient road for us, 
the gradient being so easy. It also makes for advantageous 
subdivision. 

369. Are we to gather from that that the tranrway is 
likely to go over one of your new roads?—It must go over 
our road if it goes that way. If any further resumption is 
necessary either for widening the road or cutting across 
the back of our allotments the matter of compensation will 
be considered, and I have no doubt that the other members 
of the syndicate will agree with me and make no charge 
whatsoever. 

370. Mr. Burke.| How long have the buses been running 
to Freshwater ?—About seven years. 
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371. Have you noticed a marked improvement so far as 
settlement is concerned during the seven years the buses 
have been running?’—There has been a distinct improve- 
ment, particularly as regards the erection of business 
premises. 

372. It is complained that the buses have to travel over 
bad roads. If good roads were constructed could the buses 
adequately serve Freshwater’—No. The trouble with the 
buses is that the accommodation is extremely lmited. 
The largest of them, I think, is licensed to carry thirty- 
five passengers, but I have counted as many as sixty in it. 

373. Do you consider that the fares charged by the 
buses are excessive7—No. The fare now is 4d. Until 
recently it was 6d. At 6d. it was excessive. 

374. Seeing that they have to pay 4d. each way on the 


buses to-day, do you consider that the residents of Fresh- 


water will derive any financial benefit from the tramway ? 
—No. At the present time they pay 4d. on the bus, which 
takes them right through. If the tramway were con- 
structed they would pay 3d., so that they would only 
save ld. 

375. The buses charge 4d. from Freshwater to Manly 
pier ?—Yes. 

376. What is the tram fare to the point where it is pro- 
posed that this line shall take off from the main line ?— 
Irom Manly wharf to the depot is a 2d. section, and across 
the bridge is another 1d. It is only about 300 yards from 
the Manly depot to where the proposed tramway will take 
off. 

377. From the point of view of convenience you consider 
that the district would be better served by a tramway l= 
Yes. I know many people, especially ladies, who would 
prefer to travel by tram rather than be crowded in a bus 
with a number of drunken persons. In addition to that 
they are jolted about owing to the extremely bad roads 
over which the buses travel. I think that the tramway 
would induce a better class of people to settle at Fresh- 
water. At the present time you are compelled very often 
to travel with a number of drunken rowdies in the buses. 

378. Are the drunken rowdies week-enders?—Not only 
week-enders, but very often the 6 o’clock bus has a good 
many unpleasant persons in it. 

379. At week-ends I suppose most of the travellers would 
be week-enders?—There are always a large number of 
week-enders, but those who go to Freshwater divide them- 
selves between the Queenscliffe and Freshwater buses, 

380. As a property-owner you prefer permanent to week- 
end settlement?’—Yes. Permanent settlement by better- 
class people would freeze the week-enders right out. 

381. Mr. Doe.| I notice from the plan you have de- 
posited that you have provided for a road which is 
approximately part of the route of the proposed tramway. 
You said that there would be no cost for resumptions so 
far as that was concerned. Can you give the Committee 
any idea as to the cost of resumptions elsewhere, or 
whether any would be necessary?—Our road is marked 
Palomar-parade on the map, and if the tramway follows 
the route described by the Chairman it would cross private 
land at the foot of Queenscliffe-road. 

352. How far from that point 
situated ’—About 4 chains. 

383. Can you give us any idea as to the amount of com- 
pensation which would have to be paid for resumptions 
there ?—Land there is worth about £3 10s. a foot on the 
average. 

384. Chairman.| Would £3 10s. a foot be the value of the 
land which is practically a cliff near the take-off of the 
propesed tramway behind Ellis’ sawmill?—The land be- 
hind Ellis’ sawmill is worth about £4 a foot. The land 
at Dalley-street is worth about £3, and I have lumped the 
whole of it and estimated it at £8 10s. 

385. Mr. Doe.| What is the width of Palomar-parade%— 
40 feet at the point where it takes off from Dalley-street. 
It widens to 45 feet as it goes up the hill, and continues 
at that width throughout. 
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386. That would be rather narrow to construct a tram- 
way on?—It would. 

287. It does not comply with the Local Government Act, 
which requires a 66-foot road?—It does not, but the 
Council has passed it at 50 feet. 

388. I notice that Palomar-parade winds a good deal, 
particularly where it junctions with Harbord-road. There 
is evidently some obstacle there?—The portion which is 
shown on the map as not having been subdivided is a 
Chinaman’s garden. 

389. Do you own that land 2—Yes. 

390. Is there any reason why the tramway should not 
take off at the point where the Palomar-parade junctions 
with Dalley-street, and then continue practically to where 
Palomar-parade meets Harbord-road—is there any sub- 
stantial reason why the tramway should not run in a direc; 
line?’—Yes. At the junction 
Harbord-road a very steep gradient which is known 
as Rowe’s Hill, commences. The ridge is shown on the 
map, running east and west. The road is deviated and 
has a gradient of about 1 in 9. 

391. Approximately, what is the distance along Palomar- 
parade from Dalley-street to Harbord-road?~—About 20 
chains. The tramway route follows Palomar-parade to lot 
18, which is marked on the plan, thence it proceeds across 
part of lots 17 and 16 into Curl Curl street. 

392. Beyond your land is there any other private pro- 
perty for which compensation would have to be paid ?— 
About 150 feet from the boundary of our land to Curl Curl 
street. 

593. With your land would that constitute the whole of 
the property that would have to be resumed ?—Yes. 

394. Can you tell us anything about the 4 chains at the 
foot of Queenscliffe-road ;—is it proposed to subdivide it, 
and is it suitable for residential purposes?—At present it 
is being built on very rapidly. ‘The shop sites fronting 
Pittwater-road by the sawmill are being taken up rapidly, 
and private residences are also being put up. : 

395. Are the owners of that land various?—Yes, with 
the exception of the timber-yard they are all small allot- 
ments, with average frontages of about 50 feet. If the 
proposed line were taken off where I have suggested its 
length would not be added to. 

396. At what point do you propose it should take off tha 
existing line?—At the junction of Pittwater and Harbord 
roads. The line would then proceed along the proposed 
new strect to be known as Palomar-parade to a point about 
lot 16, as shown on the deposited plan. 

397. You consider that would be a superior route to the 
one now before us?—Yes, and there would be a big saving 
as regards compensation, 

398. There would be no compensation if that route were 
adopted ?—Not beyond the 150 feet between our land and 
Curl Curl strect. 

399. Is that land owned by one person ?—I think so. The 
line might cut across diagonally and affect two owners, 
but I do not think so. 

400. What is the area of your subdivision?—114 acres. 

401. Mr. Travers.| Can you name a street south of the 
proposed tramway which would be the limit of the traffic- 
able area ?—Queenscliffe-road; there is nothing between 
that and the lagoon. 

402. How far would the people living in the centre of 
Queenscliffe-road be from the existing tramway ?—The 
people living to the east of the junction of Queenscliffe- 
road and Dalley-street would not benefit to any extent 
from the proposed tramway. 

403. What distance is it from Queensceliffe to the nearest 
woint on the proposed tramway ’—About half a mile from 
the eastern part of Queenscliffe. 

404, On the northern side of the proposed line can you 
name a street which would be the limit of the trafficable 
area ?—Wyadra-avenue. 

A405. What distance is Wyadra-avenue from the nearest 
point on the proposed line?—About one-third of a mile. 
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406. From the point of view of permanent residential 
occupation, from which side do you think the proposed 
tramway would derive the most revenue—north or south? 
—Undoubtedly the southern half of the district is more 
thickly populated at the present time, but in the northern 
half there are large unoccupied areas which are only 
awaiting decent means of communication to be opened up. 

407. Would the proposed tramway stimulate settlement 
on those areas?—In my opinion, it would. 

408. Would the proposed tramway be likely to attract 
traffic from the direction of Brookvale;—would people 
come from the direction of Brookvale to Freshwater 
beach ’—No, they would have to come nearly into Manly 
to get to Freshwater. Besides they have their own beach. 

409. When people cannot get into the buses at Manly on 
holidays and at week-ends, do they take the existing tram 
for a certain distance and then walk to Freshwater ?— 
Yes, they take the tram either to Queenscliffe steps on the 
northern side of the lagoon or to Harbord-road and walk 
the rest of the way over a very steep hill. The steps I 
have referred to are extremely long and steep. . 

410. If the proposed line were built, do you think most 
of those people would use it?—Yes. 

411. If the tramway were built and a better road were 
provided, would the competition of the motor buses with 
the tram be stimulated?’—I do not think so. The road 
over which the buses travel now is so bad that I do not 
think it would pay them to compete against the tram, 
because of the wear and tear cn the vehicles. 

412. But if the tramway were constructed there would 
ke a good road?—It would be no good to the buses, because 
they could not follow the tram route through private 
lands. 

413. Do they not travel as nearly as possible along the 
No, they go right 
away from jit. The bus route takes off Pittwater-road at 
about the same point as the proposed tramway would. 
Then the buses turn due east up Queenscliffe-road to the 
top of the hill, thence almost due west down Dalley-street, 
around Curl Curl strect, and north-east along Orown-road, 
north along Dowling-street, and east to Albert-street. 

414. Do not the buses get into Lawrence-street /—About 
two blocks from the proposed terminus. ‘The buses travel 
over a wide zig-zag route, whilst the tramway would go 
right off the base-of the triangle. 

415. Do many buses run from Manly in the direction 
of Brookvaie?—No. An occasional bus runs in competi: 
tion with the Brookvale trams during business hours. 1| 
might mention that the Freshwater buses run half-hourly 
and meet every boat. 

416. Other routes have been suggested for this tram- 
way. Do you look upon the one before us as the best of 
those which have been submitted ?—It is the shortest, and 
undoubtedly will be the cheapest, so far as construction is 
concerned. 

417. Taking it by and large the proposed route would 
serve the interests of the districts better than any of the 
other suggested routes?/—I cannot suggest any other 
trafiicable route. 

418. The proposed tramway, if constructed, will not 
interfere with the Queenscliffe buses ?—No. 

419. The people there would not be served by the pro- 
posed line?~—The buses will always serve the eastern por- 
tion of Queenscliffe. 

420, Giving evidence in February of this year, Mr. 
Doran said: 

Tn September, 1919. a further proposal via Harbord-road 
ard Lawrence-street (No. 83) was submitted, but the present 
proposal was considered preferable. 

Did you give any consideration to that route?—I have 
just suggested that that route should be followed, eutting 
out Rowe’s Hill, where the gradient is very steep. 

421. What advantage would be derived from following 
that route?—There would be a saving of practically 
3 chains of construction, a better grade would be obtained, 
and there would be no resumptions. It seems unnecessary 
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to take off from the existing line at a tangent and run 
practically parallel to it to get into Dalley-street when you 
can achieve the same objective by using a road which is 
already made and which is as level as a billiard-table. 

422. You suggest that the proposed line should take off 
from the main line more at right-angles than it does ?—It 
need not take off at right-angles, but it could curve round 
the road. 

423. If the line were taken off at the point you suggest 
its length would be shortened by 3 chains, a better gradient 
would be obtained, and expensive resumptions would be 
avoided?—Yes. As regards resumptions, the most ex- 
pensive on the proposed line would be avoided, 


424. Chairman.] Did the advantages which you urge in 
favour of the line via Harbord-road exist before you 
mooted your subdivision road?—Yes. As a matter of fact 
it was one of the alternative routes at one time, but instead 
of crossing our land it was to have gone up Rowe’s Hill, 
where the gradient is very steep. 


425. The advantages associated with the: line via 
Harbord-road are quite irrespective of your subdivision ?— 
Absolutely. Of all the routes which have been suggested 
the one via Harbord-road would be the cheapest and most 
easily constructed. 


FRIDAY, 22 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHarirMay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, °¢ 


Franois Micuarn Burke, Esq, 
Brian James Dog, Esa. 


Davip Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Curl Curl to Freshwater. 


Mrs. Margaret Ann Quirk, Kelso, Pittwater-road, Manly, 
sworn and examined :— 


426. Chairman.] How long have you resided in the 
Freshwater district ?—For the past twenty-eight years. 

427. Do you wish to read a statement with reference to 
the proposed tramway ?—I have prepared the following :— 
I was asked by the women of Freshwater to put their side 
of the question before the Public Works Committee. We 
have followed the agitation for many years, and, whilst 
we have no desire to complain, we do think that the con- 
struction of this line has been too long delayed. We 
would point out that, whilst the proposed line is only 
about a mile in length, the road to Freshwater is a very 
difficult one if you have to walk. The hill is very steep, 
and the roads are not too good. There seems to be a 
general desire at the present time to get the people out 
of the city, and we think this tramway would help to 
accomplish this. Living at Freshwater has been very 
reasonable, and so far the population principally consists 
of the working and middle classes. Building has been 
encouraged by the Shire Council during the last few 
years, no objection being raised to a person building one 
or two rooms and adding to them later on—that is to say, 
the complete plan would be passed, and the owner would 
be allowed to build his home in sections. Many residents 
are grateful to the Council for this concession, as it has 
assisted quite a large number to become their own land- 
lords, and consequently the growth of Freshwater, so 
far as new buildings is concerned, has been steady and 
progressive during the last few years, and we have 
reason to believe that it would be more than doubled if 
we had tramway communication. The land is practically 
all subdivided into building lots, there being only one or 
two blocks unsubdivided. I would point out that this is 
one of the main reasons for the condition of the roads 
When the Shire Council came into existence it found 
that all Queenscliff and nearly all Freshwater had been 
subdivided into building blocks, and consequently it had 
to take over the roads as they were, and they had had 
practically nothing done to them. We have no desire to 
enter too much into the financial aspect of the proposi- 
tion, but a number of us were associated with the agita- 
tion for the tramway from the Spit to Manly, and we well 
remember the blunder someone made in framing the 
figures in connection with that line. The Railway Com- 
missioners, in their evidence before the Public Works 
Committee, said that the working expenses of that line, 
including interest, would be £3,262 7s., and they esti- 
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mated that the revenue would be £1,460, which showed 
a loss of £1,802 7s., but at the end of the first year it was 
found that 828,526 passengers’ had been carried. At 1d. 
a head this would have yielded a revenue of £38,452 
os. 10d.; at 2d., £6,904 7s. 8d.; and at 8d. (the through 
fare from Manly to the Spit), £10,356 11s. 6d. As they 
would not be all through fares we say that to take two- 
thirds through fares and one-third at 1d. would give a 
revenue of over £8,000 per year. I wish to be fair to 
those who framed the estimate which showed such an 
extraordinary difference. The Public Works Committee 
inquiry was held at the end of 1908, and the tram did 
pot run until the 9th January, 1911. In the meantime, 
in anticipation of the construction of the tramway, that 
part of Manly went ahead at a great rate. Surf bathing 
was also making rapid strides; but it clearly proved 
that, no matter how great the expert, he is liable to make 
a mistake. If the Committee thinks that my figures are 
wrong, I ask them to refer them to the Department wiil 
a view of having them checked. It will also be found 
that population increased enormously along the Dee 
Why and Narrabeen. route since the tramway was ex- 
tended. It has been argued that the Freshwater trair- 
way should not be credited with the whole of the fare 
from Manly to Freshwater, but I would point out that 
the bus does not run from the existing tramway, but 
from the wharf at Manly, and at least 90 per cent. of the 
residents of Freshwater travel the full distance by bus. 
We argue that for this reason the line should be credited 
with the full fare, and a debit made against it for its 
share of the cost of the construction of the portion of 
the Narrabeen line which it uses. Regarding the argu- 
ment that the buses may continue running after the 
building of the proposed line, I say without fear of con- 
tradiction that if the tram started running to Fresh- 
water to-morrow it would get every passenger. The bus 
trip is a frightful ome, and the roads are not likely to 
be improved to any great extent, as the hills would make 
this work very expensive. From the standpoint of the 
women of the district, I do appeal to the members of the 
Public Works Committee to give the matter favourable 
The Committee should endeavour to help 
people to get out into the open spaces away from the 
crowded city and suburbs. I would also remind the Com- 
mittee of a statement often made by Mr. Johnston when 
he was Chief Railway Commissioner, that he would 


always be satisfied if branch lines paid working expenses, 
because they acted as feeders to main lines. : 
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428. You have stated that the motor bus trip is very 
rough. Is that due to the condition of the roads or the 
buses themselves?—To both. The roads are far from 
good. 

429. Ig there a general complaint from married women 
with children with regard to the inconvenience of the 
present means of transport to Freshwater /—Thero is. 
You have to negotiate a hill to get either to or from 
Freshwater. 


430. You think the construction of the proposed tram 
way would entirely remove that diffiiculty’—I do. 


431. Would it make the district more popular as a 
permanent residential area’—It would. 


432. Do you agreé with other witnesses that on account 
of its safeness Freshwater beach is specially attractive to 
women and children?—Yes. No accidents have oceurred 
at Freshwater beach, 
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WEDNESDAY, 3 JANUARY, 1923. 
Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crraimay). 


The Hon. JoHN TRAVERS, 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 


Francis Micuarn Burke, Esq, 
Brian James Dor, lisa. 


Davip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


———— = 


The Committeo prosoeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl 
to Freshwater. 


——s 


Edward John Doran, Tramway Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Tramways, further examined :— 


433. Chairman.| You desire to add something to the 
evidence previously tendered by you in connection with 
this proposal ?—Yes. When giving evidence before the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works upon 
the Freshwater tramway proposal, I was asked whether I 
could give any idea of the relative financial positions of the 
Manly-Spit and Manly—Narrabeen lines. I pointed out 
that the earnings and expenditure were not kept separately, 
but I would endeavour to give some information in regard 
to them. 


For the year ending 30th June last the position, so far as 
the whole of the Manly lines were concerned, was as 
follows :— 


Earnings per ear mile 3 . 32°43d. 
Passengers carried per car mile... 257 


On Monday, 18th December last, wuich may be taken as 

a typical day, the figures for the whole of the Manly lines 
worked out as follows :— 

Farnings per car mile... es 

Passengers carried per car mile... 


... 29°84d. 
9:13 
Taking the Manly-Spit and Manly—Narrabeen lines 
separately, the figures were as follow :— 


Manly- Manly- 

Spit. Narrabeen, 
Enrnings per car mile sas, oe Gee 29d. 
Passengers carried per car mile 14 7°63 


The difference in the figures in respect to the number of 
passengers carried per car mile, viz., 14 on the Manly-Spit 
line and 7°63 on the Manly-Narrabeen line, is due to the 
fact that there is a number of long distance passengers 
who travel on the Manly-Narrabeen line over the six 
sections, as against threc sections on the Manly-Spit line. 
The figures indicate that 86 per cent. of the passengers 
travel from and to Manly only; the other 14 per cent. 
representing traffic to and from intermediate sections out- 
side the first section. 


FRIDAY, 5 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarmman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Rosperr Manony, 


Francis Micuaen Burks, Esa, 
Brian JAMES Dor, Hse. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Curl Curl to 
Freshwater. 


Arthur George Parr, President of the Warringah Shire 
Council, residing at Pittwater-road, Dee Why, sworn 
and examined :-— 


434. Chatrman.] You desire to tender evidence on this 
matter ’—Yes, supplementing that which I gave in Janu- 
ary, 1922. The outstanding feature since that time has 
been the substantial development in the area which would 
be served by the proposed line. I have some authentic 
data, because the area which would be affected is prac- 
tically the Freshwater lighting area, for which the Shire 
Council records are available. There has been an appre- 
ciable increase in building and in the value of the land 
and so on even since February of last year. At 31st De- 
cember, 1922, the dwellings numbered 893. They are of 
a substantial character, and most of them cost from 
£800 to £1,000 each. Where land has been subdivided in 


that area it is in blocks ready for building purposes. I 
refer particularly to the area bounded on the south by the 
lagoon, thence to the ocean, thence on the western side 
to Waine-street, and thence back to the publie school. 
It is a well self-contained area, and is not more than 
from half to three-quarters of a mile on either side of the 
proposed line. At 31st December the assessments totalled 
1,975 in number. Of those assessments there are several 
areas ready for subdivision, but the majority are ready 
for building. If all the land were subdivided the assess- 
ments would reach 3,000 or 4,000. As there are only 893 
houses, most of the assessments represent vacant land. A 
good number of existing dwellings are camps, but at the 
last Council meeting we passed a subdivision of land in 
the vicinity of Evans-street. It is known as Camp City, 


and has fifteen places on it. They are advertised in 


e 
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to-day’s paper for auction sale to-morrow (Saturday). 
Camps are rapidly disappearing, because the land is too 
valuable, and subdividers sell or demolish them for the 
purpose of the erection of a better class of dwelling. 
Now, with regard to the motor bus service. The people 
have to get from the wharf to Freshwater. Many are 
permanent residents, because certainly not more than 
half the habitations are camps. At present those people 
get to their homes under adverse circumstances, par- 
ticularly at busy times. When we were asking for a 
through tram towards Collaroy: the tramway officials 
raised the objection that large numbers of the passengers 
carried got off between Manly and Brookvale. They took 
a count at Harbord-road, and found that forty people 
alighted out of one tram to go to Freshwater. Whilst that 
operated against our effort to get the through tram, it is 
in our favour in connection with this extension, because 
it is truly indicative of the growth of Freshwater. People 
are forced to pay exorbitant fares on the buses. There 
are several licensed vehicles plying between the wharf, 
Queenscliff Steps, and Freshwater. The fares are, from 
the wharf to the tram depot 2d., Curl Curl street 3d., to 
what was known as the terminus 4d., to Evans-street ex- 
tension 5d., and to Camp City 61. On Sundays the fares 
are respectively 3d., 4d., 6d., 7d., and 8d. The topography 
of the country makes it imperative that the people should 
have proper conveyance. It is hilly country. Imme- 
diately after leaving Pittwater-road you mount a hill, and 
when you get to the top of Freshwater you have to go 
down the other side. With regard to the Commissioners’ 
report and the estimated loss, I believe that if the officials 
err they err on the side of conservatism. I have come 
across an interesting report of a deputation to the Minister 
for Works in February, 1920. The Minister said that the 
Railway Commissioners had investigated the proposed line 
and reported that there would be a loss of £2,000 a year. 
He said the proposal had not been sanctioned, but he per- 
sonally was not always guided by the Commissioners’ re- 
ports, as they were not always right, and he quoted the 
Spit to Manly line as an example of erroneous estimate of 
revenue, Ile pointed out that the traffic rapidly grew 
beyond anticipation, and that loops had to be put in to 
accommodate it. I would point out that in their estimtaes 
the Commissioners may easily make mistakes. If in con- 
nection with this proposal the Commissioners have re- 
ported that there would be an excessive loss I believe they 
have taken too conservative a view of the prospects. The 
experience in regard to the development of motor bus busi- 
ness in places like Freshwater and elsewhere in Warringah 
Shire is that, whereas such services start in a very 
moderate way, the carrying capacity is soon taxed to the 
utmost. They start with a small bus, and very shortly 
have to put on buses each as large as a tramcar. Messrs. 
Slocum and Rose have two buses, each of which is licensed 
to carry thirty passengers. Two nights ago one of those 
buses, leaving the pier at 20 minutes to 11, carried nearly 
fifty passengers. The growth of the place is self-evident 
to those who know it. Certain figures were compiled by 
the Freshwater Tramway League last year, but in view 
of the excellent season we had this year those figures can 
be largely increased. Ultimately Curl Curl Lagoon will 
be the logical terminus of this extension, but at present 
that is not asked for. The local population will get great 
relief if at present the tram is taken as far as the first 
proposed junction, because the people would not mind the 
further walk of half a mile. I cannot speak too highly of 
the attractiveness of the beach, so that even from a tourist 
point of view the extension is a necessity. Personally, I 
consider it is a necessity from the point of view of per- 
manent settlement. That section of country is eminently 
suitable for residential purposes. It is high and within 
easy reach of possibly the safest beach on the coast. That 
beach has advantages that are not apparent elsewhere, in 
that it shelves and the sand is hard. If this extension 
were made the Manly tramway system would be hard put 
to it to cope with the traflic. 
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435. You referred to the area that would be served by 
the tram; how far north beyond your limit of three- 
quarters a a mile would the influence of this tram be felt 
directly or indirectly —North of the public school, on the 
next fall to Curl Curl. Our records show that in Curl 
Curl itself there have been ten houses erected in the last 
ten months. 


436. Do you think the distance from the tram has greatly 
retarded settlement there?—I do. 


437. Does that part offer as good prospects for settle- 
ment if the tram was built as Freshwater offers now ?—I 
think so. 

438. You might look for some development beyond your 
limit of a mile north ?’—Assuredly, for the reason that Curl 
Curl has a very active surf club, a good beach, and calm 
water. Given a tram within half a mile of the public 
school, and development in Curl Curl itself would be con- 
siderably helped. 


439. Has this conversion from week-end places to per- 
manent settlement been quite marked in recent yeare?— 
Yes. 

440. Have any of your officers officially observed the 
tourist traffic to Freshwater?—We have made no special 
count, but we know it has been almost a record this year. 
I personally believe that it has been a record. 


441. The official estimate of the annual loss was at first 
£3,337, but now, owing to the increased cost of working 
expenses, &e., it has gone up to £5,415. Do you think that 
in the interval of time there has been such development 
in the district as would provide a commensurate increase 
in the revenue?—Without a doubt. The revenue will cer- 
tainly be a third more than was at first estimated. At the 
same time, it appears to me that the estimate of working 
expenses is very high. 


442. You referred to the Spit- Manly line. Do you think 
that is a paying line?—We have never been able to get the 
figures respecting the Manly-Spit line and the Manly- 
Narrabeen line. We cannot find out whether one of those 
lincs is paying. All we know is that both appear to be 
running at their full capacity, and we can only conclude 
that if they are losing concerns it must be because of some 
extraordinary overhead charges of which we know nothing. 


443. If the line were constructed do you think the Tram- 
way Department would be able to successfully compete 
with the buses?—Without a doubt. I think the trams 
would run the buses off. 


444, Are there any features in connection with that 
service that would make the experience different there 
from that in some parts of the city and suburbs, where 
the buses are successfully competing with the trams ?— 
Yes. The grades are heavier. ‘The road is harder on the 
motors, and the tram, with its steady power, would be able 
to negotiate the grades with less exertion and expenditure 
of power than are the motor vehicles. If the tram is 
built the motor vehicles will not compete with it, but will 
push out further with their services. 


445. Do you think it fair to credit the extension with 
some of the traffic the buses now take right from the 
wharf to Queenscliff’—Yes. If persons know that they 
must complete their journey in a bus they will not do half 
the journey in the tram, but will make the whole of it in 
the bus. That is why that portion of the tram system is 
now suffering, and it will suffer more as the district grows. 
For this short length of line the road is pretty good to 
Harbord-road, ‘There is three-quarters of a mile where we 
could lay down a concrete road 16 feet to 18 feet wide for 
£6,000. That would make an ideal track for the buses. 
The proprietors at present say that they have to charge 
high rates because of the bad state of the road. If there 
were a concrete road the buses would double in number, 
and after a few years, with the growth of population, 
their fares wold be reduced and a big fleet would be re- 
quired. The tram if extended would get all that trawic. 
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446. Mr. Mahony.|] Mr. Hull, when giving evidence a 
few days ago, said he was interested in a concern that was 
cutting up some land through which it was proposed to 
make a road, and he suggested a change of route. He said 
that it would save 4 chains in distance. Do you favour 
that?—I could not say at the moment. I believe Mr. 
Hull is interested in a subdivision which will be a tremen- 
dous improvement to the district. If 4 chains can be 
saved and the same area still be served it would be a good 
thing. Adjacent to this part Mr. Kerr, the present Mayor 
of Manly, has spent £6,000 or £7,000 in reclaiming some 
low-lying land. It contains hundreds of building blocks, 
which from being of no value have become very desirable. 
He is laying the area out with gardens and is deepening 
the water channel. 

447, Would this tram going down Moore-street suit the 
people round Curl Curl Point?—Yes. At the most half a 
mile would cover the rest of the journey. It would give 
a lift to the whole of that locality. 

448, Mr. Bourke. If a good road were put down and the 
bus fleet was increased would it not cope with the traffic ?— 
No. The people must get out there, and they do not want 
to walk. The alternative to a tram would be a better road 
and increased motor facilities, but at best that would be 
merely an expedient. 

449. What caused the people to vacate their camps ?—A 
company bought thé area, and decided to replace the 
camps with substantial buildings, because of the growing 
value of the land. That replacement has been gradually 
going on. Last year the Shire Council increased the 
assessment values by 35 per cent., and this year they have 
gone up another 10 per cent. It is obvious that it would 
not pay to continue the camps there. 

450. Mr. Doc.] Do any of the 893 houses to which you 
‘have referred come within the serving area of the Pitt- 
water tram?—Very few. Immediately upon leaving Pitt- 
water-road you have to ascend the hill, and that is very 
unpleasant. Women carrying children must mount that 
hill, and they must do so in some sort of a vehicle, 

451. What is the tram fare from Manly to the proposed 
take-off ?—3d. 

452. And another penny would be charged to the pro- 
posed terminus?—Yes. I should like to say that what is 
popularly spoken of as the Curl Curl Lagoon is really the 
Manly Lagoon, the former being a good deal further on. 


453. If the tram were carried to Freshwater would the 
motor bus people be able to bring their fares down from 
6d. to even 8d. to compete with the trame?—I doubt it. 
The bus people said they could not carry on at the fares 
originally charged, and they obtained permission from the 
Council to increase them. 

454. You havé’ power to prevent buses running along 
certain roads ?—Yes. 

455. I understand your Council is already exercising 
that power in connection with the services from Narrabeen 
further north?-Yes, 

456. If this line were recommended the Tramway De- 
partment would not have anything to fear from undue 
competition on the part of the buses?—I think not. At 
the last meeting of the Council we refused to allow a new 
line of buses to ply on the Narrabeen run, holding that if 
we got certain concessions from the Tramway Department 
we should not allow the motor service to be increased. 

457. Mr. Drummond.] One witness has said that the 
southern part of Queenscliff would not reap any advantage 
from this line#—TI do not agree with that. If I wanted to 
get to the southern side I would gladly pay 2d. or 3d. to 
the tram to be landed at the bottom of the hill. 

458. It would entirely depend on how far over Queens- 
cliff you lived ?—Yes. 

459. A witness has suggested that the line should take 
off the Pittwater-road at Harbord-road?—So far as that is 
an engineering question I prefer not to express an opinion. 
So far as it is a question of convenience, I think it would 
be immaterial. I cannot speak of the levels. 

460. Mr. Travers.| Can you say whether on Sundays, 
holidays, and week-ends the greater number of people 
going to Freshwater from the pier at Manly go by bus or 


‘tram ?’—By bus. 


461. And if the tram were constructed do you think 
that traffic which now goes by bus would go by: tram ?— 
Without a doubt, because bus travelling is not so comfort- 
able as tram travelling. 

462. Does any appreciable number now travel by tram 
from the pier to the nearest point of off-take and then 
walk ?—Not a great number. People would rather wait 
half an hour to avoid the hill climbing. 

463. On Sundays, holidays, and week-ends do you get 
much traffic from the Spit to Freshwater ?—A fair amount, 
but the bulk comes from Manly. 


WEDNESDAY, 31 OCTOBER, 1923. 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHairman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micnarn Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CaMERON, Esa. 
Brian James Dog, Esq. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Gurl Curl to 
; Freshwater. 


William John Morris, Secretary to the Railway Commis- 
sioners of New South Wales, sworn, and examined :— 


464. Chairman.] You have a statement to make with re- 
spect to the use of one-man tram cars on new tram lines? 
—Yes.. It is as follows :— 


N.S.W. Government Railways and Tramways, 
Office of the Commissioners, 
Sydney, 19th October, 1923. 


The Secretary, Parliamnetary standing Committee on Public 
Works, Parliament House, Sydney. 


Subject: Use of one-man tramway cars. 


Reference: Your letter of the 30th August last. 


With reference to letter of above date, asking for infor- 
mation as follows :— 

(a) A statement showing the policy of the Railway 

Commissioners in regard to the use af the one-man 


car, so far as it applies to the expediency of con- 
structing the following proposed tramways, the sub- 
ject Of inquiry by the Committee: 

Along Luyon’s Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock, 
Haberfield to Dobroyd Point, 
Narrabeen to Mona Vale, and 
Curl Curl to Freshwater. 


(b 


— 


A further report on the proposel tramway along 
Lyon’s Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock, particu- 
larly in view of the evidence submitted by Mr. Mor- 
gan, Town Clerk, Drummoyne, as to the develop- 
ment of the district to be served since the Com- 
mittee’s former inquiry in 1920. 


I beg to inform you that the matters have had considera- 
tion. 


DRUMMOYNE TO Five Dock. 
With regard to the question relating to the use of one-man 


cars, F am to state that the operation of these cars is claimed 
to effect a reduction of 40 per cent., and, after allowing for 


an increase of 10 per cent. in motormen'’s wages, in consid- 
eration of the additional duties required to be performed, 
an estimate of the financial result of operating the Drum- 


moyre to Five Dock section prepared in November, 1922, was 
as under :— 
Electric tramcar, two-men operation—Estimated annual 
loss, £2,564. 
Electric tramcar, one-man operation—Kstimated annual 


loss, £854. 

This estimate was based upon a revenue of £38,800 per 
annum being obtained, but an up-to-date estimate has been 
made, and it is now considered that the revenue to be derived, 
assuming the bus be discontinued, would be £3,600 per annuin, 
or an increase of £300 per annum, reducing the estimated 
loss to £554 per annum under one-man car operation. 

If this line were constructed, it may be necessary during 
the business hours to run a car of larger seating capacity on 
a few trips, and the probability is that there would be 
strong agitation for a through service to be maintained. In 
view of the rapid development in the district and the prob- 
ability of a continuance of this development, it is considered 
that, if it be decided to construct tue line it would, within 
a short period, be necessary to utilise the ordinary electric 
cars, When the one-man car could be tried elsewhere. 


HABERFIELD TO DoBROYD POINT. 


So far as Haberfield to Dobroyd Point is concerned, the 
operation of one-man cars over this section would mect the 
require:nents of the local traffic, but, in relation to the 
through traffic, it would not be satisfactory. The Haberfield 
to Dobroyd Point section is only 59 chains, and on a short 
section like this it is doubtful what patronage a local service 
would receive, while the Drummoyne to Fivedock section is a 
distance of approximately 1} miles, which would obviously 
convenience a number of people living at a much greater 
distance from existing facilities. 

I might point out that the Commissioners’ view is that, 
as far as possible, tramway services should be connected 
with the suburban railways rather than bring additional 
traflie into George-street, which is already overcrowded, and 
if the Dobroyd Point section were constructed its terminus 
should not remain at Haberfield connecting with the Circular 
Quay-Abbotsford service, but should be extended to Ashfield 
to connect with the Main Suburban Railway, as is the case 
with regard to the services from Summer Hill to Hurlstone 
Park, and between Canterbury, Petersham, and Balmain. 

Even if a system of transfer were introduced, whereby 
the same fare would be charged as if a through service were 
run, it is not considered that the service would be popular 
on account of the inconvenience occasioned owing to chang- 
ing at Haberfield. 


9 


NARRABEEN TO MONA VALE, AND CURL CuRL TO FRESHWATER, 


With reference to the service from Narrabeen to Mona 
Vale, similar remarks apply, and so far as the preposed Jine 


mae 
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from Curl Curl to Freshwater is concerned, one-man cars 
would not meet the traftic requirements for the major por- 
tion of the year. 

Regarding the request for further information on the pro- 
posed- tramway along Lyon’s Road, Drummoyne, to Irive 
Dock, particularly in view of the evidence submitted by the 
Town Clerk, Drummoyne, as to the development of the dis- 
trict since the Committee’s former inquiry in 1920, as above 
stated, there has been rapid development in the district, with 
au probable continuance of same. It might be mentioned, 
however, that a fair proportion of the development in this 
particular district -is within easy walking distance of exist- 
ing tramway facilities. Nevertheless, as stated, an up-to-date 
estimate indicates the probability of the revenue being in- 
creased to £3,660 per annum, an increase of £300 per anni, 
which would reduce the estimated loss to £2,264. 

In conclusion, I may state that the operation of one-man 
cars in America has proved both economical and successful, 
and the Commissioners consider it would be advantageous to 
operate the Lyon’s Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock line by 
Ineans of one-man cars as an experiment, with a yiew to 
testing their suitability in New South Wales. 

The development within this particular district is such as 
will. in their opinion, warrant the provision of tramway 
facilities within a reasonable period, and, even if the opera- 
tion of one-man cars were found to ke unsuccessful, the line 
could then be operated by means of the ordinary electric cars, 


W. J. Morris, Secretary. 


465. Mr. Drummond.j What steps have the Commis- 
sioners taken to obtain the cars in question ?—No definite 
steps. Inquiries have been made and certain information 
obtained, which I understand has been placed before the 
Committee by Mr. Doran. 


466. Irom the information which you have obtained, 
are you satisfied it would be an experiment worth trying / 
—Yes. 

467. Mr. Burke.] You stated it may be necessary to put 
two-men cars on during the busy hours?—The Commis- 
sioners consider Lyons Bay road would be a suitable line 
on which to test the one-man car. If it is necessary to 
run a twc-men car we can do so. 


468. Would that materially increase the running ex- 
penses ?—No; the cars would be interchangeable, 

469. It would not materially affect the working ex- 
penses ’—Only to the extent I have shown. 


470. Would you think £500 a moderate loss to begin with 


for a tramway service?—I have not consulted the Com- 
missioners on that question, 


Sydney; Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923, 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 


AGE 
Bransgrove, Arthur, hotelkeeper, Liverpool-road, BankstOwm .......cecsscsecseeensnnecn cen eeteeseseneuenea scan en teen een entens eli 
Bransgrove, Charles Edward, traveller, Park-road, Enfield ........sccseeeseeensceeeesneneeesssannee Pate ies cemasatrtiemrisese Fe 26 
Coleman, Arthur William, builder, The Avenue, Strathfield..........cc.cc:seeeeees WN etre ney cetacens teeing doceesnienaocees 20-21 
Coleman, Percy, engineer, Meredith-street, Bankstown ...........:cccseesensnnceneeeneeenestecau esc eeensseaseneassaseeneseueegas 11-12 
Cooper, Thomas Bryce, Under Secretary, Department of Public Works............secssesesseeseneeseeesesinereuneceneen ees 1-2 
Corner, William Sydney, power spperintendent, Department of Railways and TramwayS...... ....:ssssessssssneeeees 7 
Cornfield, Victor, licensed surveyor, Sumerset House, Martin Place, Sydney ...........+4 Sete dee ae esos bseanians Bean 17-18 
Dewick, William Fletcher, stove manufacturer, &c., and Alderman of Enfield. .............:cccceeseeseeeeeeresneeneese ees 19-20 
Dick, Selby Tomlin, engineer, Woodbine-street, Bankstown ..........c:ccceeereeseneeeneecananeee cesarean ese ese tenses enwencnes 13-15 
Doran, Edward John, Tramway Traffic Manager, Department of Tramway3...........:sseceeencen ses netcne een eesne esse ees 3-6 
Drew, Harold Ashley, Town Clerk, Enfield ........1....ccsscscccesssesenesetes curevsdacsscestennerancsncaceseccereecossenseusesens 27-28 
Eldridge, Leslie Stuart, fruiterer and confectioner, Stanley-street, Bankstown ..........cesesssssseceeneneereee ee senens 21-24 
Ford, Alderman Ebenezer, Mayor of Enfield, Wakeford-road, Strathfield ...........c.ccccssesueecensen tener teens sanesa ees 25-26 
Hutchinson, William, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction Branch, Department of Railways 2-3 
Jensen, Alderman John, Auburn-road, Sefton Park, and ex-Mayor of Bankstown .............. cy ee brian pean ir 10 
Miller, William Giles, Town Clerk, Bankstown....,.......0:ssseccesssracncenenessncaveneeesseesetoeeasesonsesnscceeageeessoeunseseens 8-10 © 
O’Neill, Patrick John, telephone mechanic, Stacey-street, BankstoOwn...........6 ccsssce coecaecenesuenerseneenerre eee eadene 24 
Phillips, Charles William, road contractor, Pott’s Hill, Lidcombe ...see.scseceeceeceessneeesseeneeeseesanesaneeesererennins 12-13 


Simmat, Charles, firewood saw-miller, Milperra-road, Bankstown .......:.cesseeceernecnseeenesseecnecnneeesen ees nenseennerey ll 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


ae 


TRAMWAY FROM ENFIELD TO BANKSTOWN, 


REPORT. 


Tue ParutAMENTARY Stanpinc Commitrer.on Pusitc Works, appointed during the 
Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 1912 


(3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works ° 


Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13 George V, No. 19), to whom was referred for 
consideration and report “ the expediency of constructing a line of tramway from 
Enfield to Bankstown,” have after due inquiry resolved that it is not expedient 
the proposed work be carried out; and in accordance with subsection (d) of 
clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, report their resolution to the Legislative 
Assembly :— 
INTRODUCTORY, 
1. According to the official evidence submitted to the Committee at the opening 
of the inquiry, a proposal to extend the Ashfield-Enfield tramway to Druitt Town, a 
length of 1 mile 36 chains, was given consideration by the Department in 1894. A 
report received from the Railway Commissioners at the time was, however, unfavourable 
to construction, and the Minister of the day (the late Hon. J. H. Young) decided the 
extension was not just fied. The matter remained in abeyance until 1915, when the 
Tramway Advisory Committee was asked to report on a proposal to extend the 
tramway to Bankstown. That body, after visiting the district and taking evidence as 
to possible traffic, recommended in a report dated 8th December, 1915, that a trial 
section be taken over the route and an estimate prepared with a view to the proposal 
being submitted to the Public Works Committee for investigation. Action was taken 
accordingly, the estimated cost of construction being then £50,705. 


On this basis a Statutory Report was furnished by the Deputy Chief Railway 
Commissioner, in which the estimated annual expenditure, including interest at 5 per 
cent., was given as £5,718 and the estimated annual revenue £3,129—a difference of 
£2,589. 


In view of the estimated annual loss the Deputy Chief Railway Commissioner 
expressed the opinion in 1916 that the proposal was premature and should not be 
favourably entertained. 


No further action was taken until 1919, when, following on representations by 
the local municipal bodies as to the great increase in the population of the district, the 
Minister of the day (the Hon. R. T. Ball) promised to ask Parliament to send the 
proposal to the Committee as soon as that body was constituted. On the change of 
Government in 1920 the matter was reviewed by the then Minister (the Hon. J. Estell), 
who decided to submit the matter for reference to the Committee. Notice of motion 
to refer accordingly was given in Parliament, but had not been reached when the 
dissolution took place in February, 1922. Since then communications have been received 
from the Enfield and Bankstown Municipal Councils and the Bankstown Tramway 
Extension League urging the construction of the line, and in view of the representations 
made the Minister (the Hon. R. T. Ball) decided to submit the matter to Parliament for 
reference to the Committee. 

The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 22nd 
November, 1922, 
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THE PROPOSED TRAMWAY. 


2, The proposed tramway commences at Punchbowl-road, Enfield, leaving the 
existing Ashfield-Mortlake Tramway at the 2 miles 51 chains peg from Ashfield Railway 
Station, and proceeds thence in a westerly and north-westerly direction along Huill-street 
and Great Southern or Liverpool-road, crossing over the Flemington to Belmore Goods 
Line at the Northern end of the Enfield Marshalling Yards, thence in a south-westerly 
direction via the Great Southern or Liverpool-road for a distance of about 24 miles 
to Chapel-road, and thence in a southerly direction along that road for about 60 
chains, terminating at the north side of the Bankstown Railway Station. There are no 
resumptions. | 


ESTIMATED COST. 


3. The estimated cost of a single track, with five loops, 4 miles 73 chains in length, 
a ruling grade of 1 in 15, the sharpest curve of 70 ft. radius, and exclusive of power, 
feeders, &c., has been stated at £59,348. This estimate was prepared in 1920, and 
after being brought up to date stands at £50,790, exclusive of the Chief Electrical. 
Engineers’ requirements for power, feeder cables, overhead wiring, &c., amounting to 
£20,180, giving a total of £70,970. 


ESTIMATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


4. The estimated annual revenue is £4,500 against an estimated expenditure 
of £8,464, the latter including £5,200 for working expenses and £8,264 interest on 
cost of construction at 524 per cent. 


The estimate was based upon the assumption that the cost of the proposed 
tramway would be £59,343. ‘This, as already stated, has been brought up to date, 
and is now £70,970. ‘Thus the estimated annual loss—£3,964—has to be'increased 
by the interest accruing from the additional expenditure of £11,627, amounting to 
£639, and giving a total of £4,603. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


5. The statutory report of the Railway Commissioners states that an inspection 
of the route shows that there has been little development since the previous statutory 
report was furnished in September, 1916. For about three-quarters of a mile from 
the Ashfield-Mortlake line there is a fair amount of population. On the next 3 miles of - 
the route the population is very sparse, whilst from this point to Bankstown the district 
is well settled. 


Should the line be constructed, it is considered that the district would be 
reasonably served by a 30-minutes service. ! 


In view of the comparatively limited settlement along the major portion of the 
route, and the estimated annual loss, the Commissioners are of opinion that the 
construction of the extension is premature, and do not at present recommend it for 
favourable consideration. | 


DEPARTMENTAL OBJECTIONS TO PROPOSAL. 


6. These are set out in a statement submitted by the Tramway Traffic Manager, 
and show that the traffic over the proposed line would be principally one-section 
traffic at either end of the route, similar to the traffic on the Ashfield-Mortlake line from 
Ashfield Station to Brighton Avenue, and from Burwood Station to Plymouth-street or 
Wellbank-street, but in a lesser degree. 

The number of passengers carried per car mile on the Ashfield-Mortlake lines for 
the year ended 30th June, 1920, was 13-06, and it is considered that the number of 
passengers which would be carried over the proposed Enfield-Bankstown line would 
not exceed 9 per car mile. 

The working expenses are based upon the provision of a half-hourly service, 
the mileage involved being calculated upon the cost of operation of the Ashfield- 
Mortlake line, 

The 
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The existing tramway from Ashfield to Mortlake, which serves a much more 
thickly populated area, has not shown a profit since it was electrified in 1912. The 
losses experienced each year are :— 


Year. | Amount. | Year, Amount. 
£ 

1912... se 1919 viel & 912 
LORS. 6 1920 wt 8yB49 
19V4% Abe 1921 | 7,336 
LO omer Rad 1922 My ely 
1916... ——- 
19 tre. Total .../£92,250 
LOUSEee 


Whilst it is anticipated that when the Railway Marshalling Yards and Depart- 
mental Workshops are fully established at Enfield over 7,000 men will be employed, it 
is considered by the Railway Authorities that the best means of travel for the 
employees would be by a tramway connection between Enfield and Belmore. 


THE COMMITTEEH’S INQUIRY AND CONCLUSION. 


7. After inspecting the district to be served and hearing evidence from 
official and local witnesses, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion that it is 
not expedient the proposed tramway be constructed. 


Although the result of tramway construction might lead to increased 
settlement of the vacant land between the starting and terminal points, it appears to 
be exceedingly doubtfui whether the line would pay, or that any better results would 


be obtained than those accruing from the Ashfield to Enfield tram, which meets all 


suburban trains at Ashfield and is run at a loss. 


The working conditions of the Ashfield—Mortlake tramway show that in 1916 
the cost of working was 1s. 2d. per car mile, and this in 1922 had more than 
doubled. ‘There has been a progressive increase in the annual loss; and there does 
not appear to be any reason to believe that the extension to Bankstown would 
improve present conditions. 


In addition it has to be pointed out that the Railway Department is at 
present running a train service for workmen employed at the Enfield railway 
yards between Canterbury and Enfield and on to Clyde. 


In these circumstances the Committee are of opinion that tramway construc- 
tion would be premature until the effects of the railway electrification scheme and 
of the construction of the Bankstown—Regent’s Park Railway have been noted. 


RESOLUTION PASSED. 


8. The Resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from the Minutes of Proceedings :— 


Mr. Burke moved :—“That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed 
Tramway from Enfield to Bankstown, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, be 
constructed.” 


Mr. Drummond seconded the motion pro forma. 
The motion was negatived on the following division :— 
Ayes, l. Noes, 6. 


Mr. Burke, - Mr. Cameron, 
Mr. Dick, 
Mr. Doe, 
Mr. Drummoni, 
Mr. Mahony, 
Mr, Travers. 
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Mr. Travers moved :—‘‘ That in the opinion of the Committee it is not expedient the proposed 
tramway from Enfield to Bankstown, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, be 


constructed.” 


. . . . . * 
Mr. Doe seconded the motion, which was passed on the following division :—- 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Ayes, 6. Noes, 1. 
Cameron, Mr. Burke. 
Dick, 
Doe, 
Drummond, 
Mahony, 
ienvers 
ravers, 


W. T. DICK, 


Chairman. 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney, 8 November, 1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


TRAMWAY FROM ENFIELD TO BANKSTOWN. 


WEDNESDAY, 29 NOVEMBER, 1922. 


Present :— 
THE Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHaAtmrMan), } 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micnart Burke, Esa. 


WinuIAM CAMERON, Esq. ! 


Brian JAMES Dos, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrummMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Enfield to Bankstown. 
a g 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under-Secretary, Department of 
Public Works, sworn, and examined :— 

1. Charrman.] You have the official statement to submit 
regarding the proposed tramway extension?—Yes. I may 
explain that since the work of railway and tramway con- 
struction passed over to the Railway Commissioners in 
1917, the Public Works Department now tenders to the 
Public Works Committee only the «fficial statement on 
behalf of the Minister for Public Works, leaving it to the 
Railway Commissioners’ officers to furnish details as to 
estimated traffic, and so forth. My statement is as 
follows :— 


ProroseD TRAMWAY EXTENSION, ENFIELD TO BANKSTOWN. 


Estimated cost £59,343, or £12,901 per mile. 
Length, 4 miles 48 chains, single track. 
Ruling grade, 1 in 15. 

Sharpest curve, 100 ft. radius. 

On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways (Hon. R. T. Bill, M.L.A.) moved in the 
Legislative Assembly, ‘‘ That it be referred to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works to consider and report upon 
the expediency of constructing a line of tramway from Enfield to 
Bankstown.” 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

This proposed tramway commences at Punchbowl-road, Enfield, 
leaving the existing Ashfield-Mortlake Tramway at the 2 miles 51 
chains peg from Ashfield Railway Station and proceeds thence in a 
westerly and north-westerly direction elong Hill-strect and Great 
Southern or Liverpool-road, crossing over the Flemington to Belmore 
Goods Line at the Northern end of the Enfiell Marshalling Yards 
and thence in a south-westerly direction vi the Great Southern or 
Liverpool-road for a distance of about 24 miles to Chapel-road, 
thence in a southerly direction along that road for about 69 chains 
terminating at the north side of the Bankstown Railway Station, 

There are no resumptions. 

The latest Statutory Report of the Railway Commissioners is 
dated 19th Novemb2r, 1920, and is as follows :— 


> 
PROPOSED TRAMWAY FROM ENFIELD TO BANKSTOWN. 


In accordance with the request of the Hon. the Minister for 
Public Works and Railways, and in pursuance of the provisions of 
the Public Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners beg to submit 
their report on the proposed tramway extension trom Enfield to 
Bankstown. 

The estimated cost of construction, annual expenditure, and 
annual revenue are summarised as follows :— 


£ £ 
Estimated Cost of Construction— 
Chief Engineer's estimate of cost of 
construction, inclusive of power, 
feeders, &e. ro hp OLA Pot ol ee 59,343 
Estimated Annual Expenditure— 
Interest on cost of construction 
(£59,843), at 55 per cent 3,264. 
Working expenses... Vee 5,200 
Total... : ae are 8,464 
Estimated annual revenue aoe es 4,500 4,500 
Estimated annual loss £3,964 


+ 8919—A 


The proposed extension commences at Punchhbowl-road, Enfield, 
on the existing Ashfield—Mortlake tramway, and proceeds via_Hill- 
street, Great Southern or Liverpool road, thence via Chapel road 
to Bankstown railway station, the length being 4 miles 48 chains 
and the ruling grade 1 in 15. 

An inspection of the route shows that there has been little 
development since the previous Statutory Report was furnished on 
14th September, 1916. For about three-quarters of a mile from the 
Ashfield-Mortlake line there is a fair amount of population. On the 
next 3 miles of the route the population is very sparse, whilst from 
this point to Bankstown the district is well settled. 

Should the line be constructed, it is considered that the district 
would be reasonably served by a 30-minutes service. 

In view of the comparatively limited settlement along the major 
portion of the route, and the estimated annual loss, we consider 
that the construction of this extension is premature, and do not at 
present recommend it for favourable consideration. 


The Common Seal of the 
Railway Commissioners for 


[Seal. } 


New South Wales was | 

hereunto affixed this 19th (Signed) JAMES FRASER. 
day of November, one | (Signed) J. H. CANN, 
thousand nine hundred | 

and twenty, in the pres- 

ence of — } 


(Signed) W. Jno. Morris, 
Secretary. 

A proposal to extend the Ashfield-Enfield tramway to Druitt 
Town, a length of 1 mile 36 chains, was given consideration by the 
Department in 1894. A report received from the Railway Com- 
missioners at the time was, however, unfavourable to the construc- 
tion of the line, and the Minister of the day (Hon. J. H. Young) 
decided the extension was not justified. 

The matter app2ars to have remained in abeyance until 1915, 
when a petition from residents of the district was presented by Mr. 
G. Cann, M.L.A., urging the extension of the line to Bankstown. 
By direction of the then Minister (Mr. J. H. Cann) the Tramway 
Advisory Committee was asked to report on the proposal, and that 
body, after visiting the district and taking evidence as to possible 
traffic, recommended in a report dated 8th December, 1915, that a 
trial section be taken over the route and an estimate prepared with 
a view to the proposal being submitted to the Public Works Com- 
mittee for investigation. Action was taken accordingly, the 
estimated cost of construction being then £50,705. 

On this basis a Statutory Report, dated 14th September, 1916, 
was furnished by the Deputy Chief Commissioner, in which the 
estimated annual expenditure, including interest at 5 per cent., was 
given. as £5,718 and the estimated annual revenue £3,129—a 
difference of £2,589. 

Continuing, the Deputy Commissioner stated as follows :— 

The portion of the route nearest Enfield is at present sparsely 
populated, though there is good building land available which may 
be more fully utilised if a tramway were constructed. Towards 
Bankstown the settlement is closer and it is from this end that the 
principal revenue would be derived. 

The route of the tramway runs past the marshalling yards 
provided by the Railway Department at Enfield, though the line 
would actually be some distance from the yards. No doubt in the 
future the existence of the yards will induce further settlement in 
their vicinity. - 

I am of opinion that the proposal at the present time is 
premature, and in view of the estimated annual loss which would 
result it should not be favourably entertained, 
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Witnesses—T. B. Cooper, 29 November, and W. Hutchinson, 5 December, 1922. 


In view of the unfavourable nature of this report the Minister 
(Mr. Cann) decided on Mth April, 1916, that the matter would 
have to stand over for the time being. 

Subsequently further representations urging the construction of 
the line were made by the Bankstown Municipal Council, the 
Enfield-Bankstown Tramway League (Mr. J. Ashby, Hon. Sec.) 
and the Greenacre Park United Progress Association (Mr. I. 
Dickenson, Hon. Sec.) 

On 20th June, 1919, a deputation consisting of representatives of 
the Enfield-Bankstown avd Strathfield Municipal Councils waited 
on the then Minister (Mr. Ball) to urge the construction of the pro- 
posed tramway. 

Mr. G. Cann, M.L.A., in introducing the deputation, said that 
since the Tramway Advisery Board went over the route four years 
previously the railway yards had heen established there and the 
population of all the centres had practically trebled. They did not 
tie themselves down to any particular scheme but they would like 
to see the tramway extended along the Liverpool-road. 

Alderman Burgess (Mayor of Knfield) said that at the present 
time there were 230 houses erected along the proposed ronte, and 
taking two passengers per house each day would make 460 passen- 
gers daily from Enfield. That was independent of the new railway 
yards erected there. There were thousands of men all day long 
going backwards and forwards to the works to whom the proposed 
tramway would be a great convenience. At the present time the 
general public had to walk from 14 to 2 miles to get a tram to 
Burwood Station. If the proposed line were constructed it wonld 
relieve the Railway Commissioners a great deal at Burwood and 
Strathfield. There were several big tile works and other works in 
the district, and there was a large amount of vacant land available 
there for workmen’s dwellings. He thought the line would be a 
paying proposition from the start. 

Alderman Minahan (Mayor of Bankstown) said the area of Banks- 
town was 29 square miles and the population had more than 
trebled in the last seven or eight years. It had gone from 2,500 up 
to something over 8,0C0. The unimproved capital value of land at 
Bankstown was £834,000. Since the war building was proceeding 
rapidly and he estimated that in twelve months they would be 
building 500 houses a year. ‘I'here was a large population on both 
sides of the proposed line, and there was land available to build 
homes for 100,000 people. When the railway yards were in full 


swing they would employ about 1,000 hands and it was understood 
there was some difficulty in housing these men, The railway line 
going to Regent’s Park would not clash in any way with the 
proposed tramway—there was room for both schemes. 

Alderman Firth (Strathfield) on behalf of the Strathfield 
Municipal Council strongly supported the proposal and expressed 
the opinion that the line would pay. 

Alderman Williamson (Enfield) endorsed the statements of the 
previous speakers as to the growth in population and the need of 
the tramline. He stated that if the proposal were thrown open to 
private enterprise there would be no trouble in raising plenty of 
capital to work the line and there would be a good dividend right 
from the start. 

Mr, Ball in his reply said that although the line might not pay in 
the early stages, still, one of the best ways of overcoming the 
housing difficulty and to enable people to get to their work was by 
extending the tramway and with the means of communication the 
houses would soon follow. As the proposed line would cost over 
£50,000, it would have to go before the Public Works Committee, 
and he could promise them that as soon as that body was re-con- 
stituted—which would not be until the new Parliament met—the 
proposed tramway would be one of the first to be submitted for 
inquiry and report. 

Upon the change of Government in 1920,.the matter was reviewed 
by the succeeding Minister (Mr. Hstell), and following upon further 
representations by the PRankstown, Enfield, and Strathfield Muni- 
cipal Councils, through the members for the districts concerned, 
he promised to submit the proposal to the Public Works Committee 
for investigation aud report. Notice of motion to refer accordingly 
was given in Parliament, but had not been reached when the dis- 
solution took place in February last. Since then communications 
haye been received from the Enfield and Bankstown Municipal 
Councils and the Bankstown Tramway Extension League (Mr. 8. T. 
Dick, Bankstown, Secretary), urging the construction of the line, 
and in view of the representations made the Minister (Mr. Ball) 
decided to submit the matter to Parliament for reference to the 


~ Committee. 


Plan, &c., herewith. Farther information with regard to the 
proposed tramway, iacluding details of estimates, will be placed 
before the Committee by the Railway Commissioners’ officers. 


TUESDAY, 5 DECEMBER, 1922. 
Present :— | 
Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairMAy). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 
Francis Micuar, Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM Cameron, Esq. 
Brun James Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Enfield to Bankstown. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction Branch, Department of 
Railways, sworn and examined :— 


2. Chairman.] You have details of the estimated cost of construction of the proposed tramway !-—Yes. They 


are as follow :— 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS—DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY CONSTRUCTION. 
ENFIELD 'To BANKSTOWN ExecTric TRAMWAY. 


Length of Line 4 miles 48 chains, single track, with five loops of 5 chains each. 
Basic Wage lds. 9d. 


Sharpest curve, 70 feet. 


Total length, 4 miles 73 chains. 
Forty-four hours. 


Ruling grade, 1 in 15, 


Description of work. Quantity. Unit. Rate. | Amount. | Total Amount, 
ne es. ods £8. ai = i 3 
Excavation in streets, 393 x 22 x 1°40. 0 coo. sees cesenene 12,104 cub, yds. | 0 6 0 3,681 4° O19) ieee : 
Hixcavation in cuttings, 610 x 390 seston cee ee cee care 1,000 af 05 6 275 0 0 3,906 4 0 
Sleepers, B08 = BOR 1d ee ns ai eee eae ane B 10,875 each. 0 6 6 Sh SoSE 3,07 47 86 
Ballasting, 12 102% 0/8 X S88 cae caten cn un etme et eee 14,000 tons. ene Ear 0) 6,300 0°. 0° 4 Sees 
Ae Carta ee aren tees Ree aL e toarie enone AM CRS? 14,000 3 0 4 0 2,800 0 0 9,100 6 O 
Spreading.and boxing up, 393 xX 22 .......ssseeseeseeeeesenees §,646 lin. yds. Di  ridd, O) EAe paket 1,513 1 0 
Plind ig, S.OAG XS 8 sacs ae ece eee para ecme ame eece meester 25,938 r ‘a. yds, 10 144) ld © Bl bem Sere Rete 648 9 © 
Permanent-way material—Rails........0.....0--sseeseeseeven ees 948 tons, P20) A poy recat 11,940 0 0 
Ae Bp URSLEDINGS seas rurenee ss ae 46 a BOOMOLIT 7) eer ceenees 2,105 0 O 
55 aS WeIPNL.. corsets cea ertenete * 1,014 | 53 O92. Odin Wircice Aap 608 8 0 
; Ry = Laying, 8,646—250 ............ 8,396 lin. yds. 0, 67 0 Rene Diese ae. 2,518 16. 0 
Switches and crossings, manufactured ............6.:s0enee a 10 sets. each, 250 a) ell Manecineerstics 1,250 0 0 
” i LAUDS, Cacph Pua ssn aet eee cnet 250 | lin. yds. L 2 0 al ose thee cee 270 0 ee 
PROMAIRG » ny erie} pvolee vnxe Se spins nstenva seh dapa sty debe hesoule bs gad 784 each, Ort gO He A er 435 5 0 
Welding :.8atsvewaaisann--gn oy mses Peverweeae ers ieee yee ee 1,166 6 1 AO tail desbtetees 2,040 10 0 
Drpina oe: £5.32 aiwos cecnisp ose ba oe aiaseenewia case ne ee aeee tate caERS ing Au, We ES. ARas , |! tics peg cmeetall an war ore ane ce 730. -0 20 
Strengthening culvertsic.. 0. cease seen tenet eee tenee eae aey er Beh less OSL PO erate gee" cui \c 4 Peieee Ree In nae ae 500 0 0 
Altepabions tostreet Leyels 2. acssag espn deeines Wehcsictes weeks ae eeeeaz sce) Gil) 9) b eeeeueesae i 1M mmelsy tee a Es PO 700 0 0 
3 pas and water Mans) c.i.u Sspspvens ese emp ens Se Genny Pee eo de ok icticsant 9M iy Secor xc 
Double Janctiontat Huheld se steak eaves eee eee eee arr te ac or — Gee easton ee aa 4 4 
/ 43, 
Engineering, Hvad Office charges and contingencies, 18%)  —.,...-.. | seeegusee J a wets én see 747 % 6 
£50,790 0 0 


I CCL ET aT TS TL I I CE TE EO TE TE aS 
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Witnessex— W. Hutchinson, 5 December, and E. J. Doran, 19 December, 1922, 


I desire to point out that the foregoing estimate of 
£50,790 is exclusive of the Chief Electrical Engineer’s 
requirements for power, feeder cables, &c., and that it will 
be necessarry to obtain from him an estimate for his 
work, and add to it the £50,790 to get the total estimate. 
The estimate in the submission by the Under-Secretary for 
Public Works of £59,343 was prepared in 1920, including 
the Chief Electrical Engineer’s’ requirements, but of 
course, it has had to be revised for present day require- 
ments. 

3. Ave you acquainted with the streets of the district 
through which the proposed tramway passes ?— Yes. 

4. When yesterday the Committee inspected the route 
of the proposed tramway, the Mayor of Enfield suggested 
that instead of the line starting, as shown on the map, 
from the Punchbowl-road, it should continue along Liver- 
pool-road. Is there any objection to that suggestion ?— 
I understand the suggestion is to go off on the Liverpool- 
road. If that is so, it would mean so mich more tramway 
to build. There does not seem to be any point in the sug- 
gestion, because it would mean building a tramway almost 
parallel and adjacent to the existing line. 

5. For about 20 chains ?— Yes. 

6. Mr. Frank Burke.| What would be the difference in 
cost ?—The line is estimated to cost about £10,000 a mile. 
If the extra distance is a quarter of a mile it would cost 
£2,500 more. 

7. Do you think that by going along Liverpool-road the 
residents would derive any special advantage?—I do not 
think so. ; 

8. Mr. Mahony.| Would it necessitate a new bridge 
being constructed !—lf the bridge could be strengthened 
we should strengthen it. If not, we should put in a new 
structure where the tram would cross. »That is provided 
for. 

9. Mr. Frank Burke.| Do you believe the people would 
be well served by an extension of the tramline to Banks- 
town ’—It would be a great convenience. 

10. Wouid it induce more population along the route ?— 
A tramway extension always improves a district. There 
is one thing to be considered im connection with the 
marshalling yards and the shops near the Enfield yards, 
The Commissioners are preparing to build big shops at the 
junction close to the road. J should think tbat will 
materially weigh with the Committee in considering this 
tramway. Hmployees like to live as near to their work 
as possible. 


11. What is the distance between the existing line 
and the proposed tramway !—On the plan if does not seem 
to be much, but when you go over the ground one finds 
that it is considerable. It is probably 2 miles. 

12. Your experience is that tramway extension has the 
effect of increasing population ?—Yes, there is no doubt 
about that. I have seen marked results in districts 
through which tramways have been constructed. 

13. Where they were non-paying lines at the outset !— 
Well, development has taken place in the district after the 
construction of the tramway. 

I4. Mr. Mahony.| The residents of Chullora have no 
means of communication !——That is where the yards and 
shops are to be built. ‘he only communication they have 
is by means of the goods train. 

15. Which does not, carry passengers {—A train runs in 
the morning for workmen. It does not carry passengers 
in the ordinary sense. 

16. Chairman.| It is proposed to link up Regent’s Park 
with Bankstown as a section of the railway electrification 
scheme. When that is done will there be a necessity for 
the Enfield—Bankstown tramway ?—There is a big area 
between the two which would not be served by the linking 
up of Bankstown and Regent’s Park. 

17. Mr. Mahony.) What is the reason of the difference 
in the cost per mile of railway construction and tramway 
construction /—Tramway construction is more expensive 
than railway construction, because with the tramway you 
have to ballast your road all the time and all the way. A 
railway is constructed of earth ballast, while for the tram- 
way you have to make a very good road and form the 
streets.* 

18. Mr. Drummon?.| Will not the big works which the 

{ailway Commissioners are carrying out in the vicinity of 

the proposed tramway cause an influx of population ?—I 
think they will, and employees like to live as near their 
work as possible. ; 

19. Do you know when the workshops are likely to be 
opened up?—The Traffic Department will give you that 
information. 

20. Chairman.| You do not construct those works ?— 
No. 

21. Mr. Drummond.| That would modify the statement 
in the Commissioners’ report that the population in the 
district to be served by the tramway is very sparse ?--It is 
to-day. There is no doubt that a tramway makes a 
difference in the population. 


TUESDAY, \9 DECEMBER, 1922. 
Present: 
Tue Hon. W. fT. DICK .(CuHarrman),. 


The Hon. JoHn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert. Manony. 


Francis Micuarn Burne, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 


Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Enfteld to 
Bankstown. 


Edward John Doran, Tramway Trattic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Tramways, sworn, and examined : — 

22. Chairm1an.| Will you kindly read the statement you 

have prepared concerning the proposed trainway from 
Enfield to Bankstown !?—Yes, it reads as follows :— 


A proposal to extend the Ashfield-Enfield tramway to Druitt 
Town, a length of 1 mile 33 chains, was given consideration in 


1894, the Railway Commissioners at the time being unfavourable to: 


the construction of the line, and the Minister of the day (Hon. J. 
H. Young) decided the extension was not justified. 


The question of constructing a tramway from Enfield to Banks- 
town was first given consideration by the Tramway Proposals 
Committee in 1915, which reported as follows :— 


‘“‘The Committee has visited the locality, inspected the route, 
and taken evidenze from residents as to probable traffic. The 
length of the proposed extension is about 4 miles 45 chains. The 


population along the route is sparse, but considerable areas of land 
have been subdivided and sold. The Committee recommends that 
a trial section be taken over this route, and an estimate prepared 
with a view to the proposal being submitted to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works for investigation.” 


The Deputy Chief Commissioner for Railways furnished a 
statutory report on the proposal in September, 1916, the estimated 
financial result being as follows : —- 


Estimated cost of construction..........0.4+ £50,705 gh 

Estimated annual expenditure ........6.66 co dce ee ee eens 5,718 

Hstimated: armiuadl LEVORUG) «a sihiessvereccs co+ vowoadec des 3,129 
DEPerERCO— IGSS aicensnces coco scan seve £2,589 


The Deputy Chief Commissioner reported that the construction 
of the line was premature, and, in view of the estimated annual loss, 
was of opinion that the proposal should not be favourable enter- 
tained. 


* Note on Revision.—Mr. Mahony was referring to the cost of the railway lines submitted just prior to this tramway and which 
were pioneer lines with earth ballast, and my reply was, in reference to these, as some of our heavy ballasted railways are more 


expensive than tramways. 
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In view of awards increasing the price of labour and the probable 
increase in the cost of materials, the Railway Commissioners were 
asked in 1920 to furnish a further Statutory Report containing up- 
t9-date information as to the estimated cost of the line ia question, 
and on 19th November, 1920, the Railway Commissioners submitted 
a further report which is contained in the evidence given by the 
Under Secretary for Public Works before the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works on 29ti November, 1922, the 
estimated financial result being as follows :— 


Estimated cost of construction............... £59, 343 £ 

Fstimated annual expenditure 22. ....cs.eccccnssceseeens 8,464 

Estimated annual-revenue .......sa.cicessessece- oe coe 4,500 
Difference —l08s .......ccscccenees £3,964 


The proposed extension commences at Punchbowl-road, Enfield; 
on the existing Ashfield-Mortlake tramway, and proceeds via Hill- 
street, Great Southern or Liverpool road, thénce via Chapel-road to 
Bankstown railway station; the length being 4 miles 48 chains, and 
the ruling grade 1 in 15, The proposal is for single track with five 
cross‘ng loops. ® 

For about three-quarters of a mile from the Ashfield-Mortlike 
line, there is a fair amount of population. On the next 3 miles of 
the route the population is sparse, whilst from this point to Banks- 
town the district is well settled. The major portio1 of the s-ttle- 
ment is adjacent to the railway line at Bankstown at one end, and 
to the Ashfield-Burwood tramline at the other end, and is reason- 
ably served by these facilities. 

It is considered that the traffic over the proposed Enfield- 
Bankstown line would be principally one-section traffic at either 
end of the route, similar to the traffic on the Ashfield-Mortlake line 
from Ashfield station to Brighton-avenue, and from Burwood 
station to Plymouth-street or Wellbank-street, but in a lesser 
degree. 

The number of passengers carried per car mile on the Ashfield- 
Mortlake lines for year ended 30th June, 1920, was 13:06, and it is 
considered that the number of passengers which would be carried 
over the proposed Enfield-Bankstown line would not exceed nine 
per car mile. Upon this basis it is estimated that the revenue to be 
derived would be £4,500 per annum. 

It is estimated that the working expenses wauld be £5,200 per 
annum, and they are based upon the provision of a half-hourly 
service, the mileage involved being calculated upon the cost of 
operation of the Ashfield-Mortlake line. The interest on the cost 
of construction, calculated at 53 per cent., is £3,264. 

The Railway Commissioners considered that in view of the com- 
paratively limited settlement along the major portion of the route, 
and the estimated annual loss, viz., £3,964, the construction of the 
line was premature, and it was not recommended for favourable 
consideration. 

I would point out that the existing tramway from Ashfield to 
Mortlake, which serves a much more thickly populated area, has 
not shown a profit since it was electrified in 1912. The losses 
experienced each year are :— 


Year, Amount. Year. | Amount. 
£ & 

1912 7,683 1919 8,212 
1913 8,639 1920 5,349 
1914 14,455 1921 7,300 
1915 6,380 1922 7,854 
1916 vine) Wi 

1917 9,767 Potala £92,250 
1918 8,958 


—————————————————— 
Whilst it is anticipated that when the Railway Marshalling 
Yards and Departmental Workshops are fully established at 
Enfield over 7,009 me2n will be employed, it was considered by the 
railway authorities that the best means of travel for the employees 
would be by a tramway connection between Enfield and Belmore. 

This suggestion, however, has not been investigated. 

Motor bus services at the present time run between the Central 

Railway Station and Chullora, and between Burwood and Banks- 
town, traversing portions of the proposed route, and are fairly well 
patronised between Chullora and Enfield. 
I might say that the Railway Department is at the present 
time running a fairly good train service for the workmen 
employed at the Enfield railway yards between Canterbury 
and Enfield on to Clyde. On an average there is a train 
about every two hours, commencing at 1:20 am. up till 
about 10 o’clock at night. 

23. Whilst the Committee was inspecting the proposed 
line the Mayor of Enfield and some of his colleagues 
suggested that the proposed tramway should take off from 
the existing tramway at a point a little further on. Have 
you examined that suggestion since it was made?—I did 
not, except to ascertain that it would lengthen the line by 
approximately 20 chains, which, at the average rate of 
construction, would cost an additional £3,225. 

24. Would it give any corresponding advantag> that you 

fo] 
could see 1—Noa. 


25, In this case, as in the case of similar proposals, you 
do not credit the existing line with any new traffic that 
might be created by the construction of the proposed line ?— 
No. 

26. What eTect will the opening up of the large railway 
institution on the right-hand side of the proposed line have 
upon the railway and tramway outlook in that district /— 
J understand that a new boiler-shop is to be established 
there. Three hundred acres of land have been resumed by 
the Railway Commissioners, and I understand that in about 
twelve months’ time it will be completed, but that not more 
than 300 men will be working there. The number will be 
gradually increased as they have to leave their presen’ 
locations. 

27. There is an impression amongst representative men 
in the district that when these works are in full swing 
there will be a tendency on the part of the men to take up 
land in the proximity of their work in order to have their 
homes there. Can you offer any opinion on that?—No, 
except to say that if they do so we would not get much of 
that traffic so far as the workmen are concerned. So far 
as shopping and visitors are concerned we would. 

28, At the present moment this proposal does not com- 
mend itself to you as one which should be seriously enter- 
tained 7—No. 

29. Are youa member of the Tramway Proposals Com- 
mittee !— Yes. 

30. Were you a member of that committee in 1915 1—I 
think I was. 

31. That committee recommended that a trial section be 
taken over the route and an estimate prepared, with a view 
to the proposal being submitted to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works for investigation, 
can you say what lead the Tramway Propcsals Committee 
to arrive at that’ conclusion?—It was thought from the 
evidence we took at Bankstown on that occasion that the 
Bankstown people were more concerned about the tramway 
than the Enfield people were. They thought that the trend 
of population at Bankstown would betowards Liverpool road. 

32. According to your latest computation the estimated 
annual revenue, which is £4,500, is less than the working 
expenses, which are £5,200 ;—do you see any possibility 
within the next five or ten years of the estimated annual 
revenue being considerably increased beyond £4,500—I 
mean is the district of such a character that with tramway 
construction there would be a fairly speedy settlement !—I 
think so, judging from our experience of the Ashfield— 
Barwood section as it is to-day, compared with what it was 
five or ten years ago. Still that section does not pay. 
There is a very big train service, and we meet all the prin- 
cipal suburban trains. We have a big traffic to and from 
Ashfield and Burwood on to Mortlake, but we cannot make 
the line pay. 

33. Do you know whether the Ashfield—Mortake lines 
justified the faith of those who recommended their con- 
struction ?—I could not say, as it was before my time. 

34, At any rate, you do not think the proposed tran:way 
should be proceeded with at the present time?—I do not 
think it should. On the Ashfield—Mortlake lines the 
working cost in 1916 was about 14d. per car mile. In 
1917 it was 15d.; in 1918 it increased to 17:°59d.; in 1919 
to 18d. ; in 1920 to 21d. ; in 1921 to 27d.; “and sametg22 
to 29'55d.; so that we have been gradually losing all the 
time. 

35. Mr. Travers.| Regarding the loss on the Ashfield- 
Mortlake lines which section shows the better results—the 
section from Ashfield to Enfield or from Enfield to Mort- 
Jake 1—We do not separate the figures. Generally speaking, 
T should say that the Burwood section pays better than 
the Ashfield section, because from Burwood we serve two 
sides of the main suburban linc- -towards Enfield and 
towards Mortlake. 

36. You get better results from the Burwood section ?— 
Yes, because we have two sections to work on. 

37. The working expenses are based on a half-hourly 
service so far as the proposed line is concerned. Does that 
mean that you are treating it purely as a lozal service from 
Enfield to Bankstown /—Yes, 


38. So that any person wanting to get from Ashfield to 
Bankstown or vize versa would have to tranship at Enfield ?— 
Yes. There would not be enough traffic to send the cars 
all the way from Ashfield to Enfield. The cars running 
between Enfield and Bankstown would connect with the 
trains. 

39. The mileage from Ashfield to Bankstown is about 
7} miles ?—I think that is the distance. 

40. In 1916, when this proposal was before them, the 
Railway Commissioners estimated the annual revenue at 
£3,129, but you estimate it at £4,500, or an increase of 
£1,400. Do you look upon that as being an appreciable 
increase in a district like that over a period of six years ?--- 
No. Our fares have been increased since 1916, and for the 
proposed line we have struck an average fare of 2d. per 
passenger. On the city and suburban Jines the earnings 
per passenger are 2.11d ; on the North Sydney lines, 2:02d.; 
on the Manly lines, 2.69d.; on the Ashfield—Mortlake lines, 
1.83d,; on the Arncliffe-Bexley line, 1-9ld; and on the 
proposed line from Enfield to Bankstown we have put 
earnings down at 2d. ‘lhe number of passenges carried on 
the city and suburban lines per car mile is 12:34; on the 
North Sydney lines, 9.80; on the Manly lines, 10.22; on 
the Ashfield--Mortlake lines, 13:06; on the Arnelitfe- 
Bexley line, 11.16; and we have put down 9 as a fair 
average for the proposed line. 

41. If the proposed line were constructed, do you think 
that within the next five years tramway revenue would 
increase appreciably !—I would not say appreciably. 

42. Regarding the loss on the existing lines from Ashfield 
to Mortlake, the figures for 1912 were £7,683 ; for 1913, 
£8,639 ; and in 1914 they suddenly jumped up to £14,455. 
What brought that about?—I have not got the 1914 
figures with me. 

43. Since 1916 the Joss shows an almost progressive 
increase !—Yes, from 13d. to 29d. 

44, Do you anticipate that you will get better results in 
the future ?—I do. 

45. If you look at the wall map you will notice that the 
railway extends from Campsie to Bankstown. The Cabra- 
matta-~Regent’s Park line goes in the direction of Enfield, 
and there is a goods line right down to Campsie. The 
proposed tramway would diagonally cut the big section of 
country served by those lines and from the local point of 
view it would appear that the existing lines and the pro- 
posed railways would serve that country fairly well ?—Yes, 
and to my mind it would be preferable for the railway to 
deal with that traffic rather than to attewpt to bring it in 
by tram, 

46. Is there anything in the proposal to extend the 
Enfield tramway to the Regent’s Park line?—That is 
traffic that is principally carried by the motor-buses at the 
present time. The buses now run to Chullora, and 
occasionaliy one goes on to Bankstown. They get their 
principal traffic from Enfield to Chullora. 

47. Would there be any advantage in carrying the tram- 
way that distance ?—Not at the present time. 

48. From the point of view of tramway influence do 
you look upon within half a mile from Enfield as being 
fairly well settled under the influence of the Ashfield- 
Enfield line?—Yes, Beyond that section we would not 
get very much, 

49, Until you got close to Bankstown ?—Beyond Chul- 
lora, 

50. Do you think a tramway would influence settlement 
to a certain extent !—Undcubtedly it would. 

51. You would not expect to get any better results per 
car mile on the proposed line from Enfield to Bankstown 
than you do on the existing line from Ashfield to Enfield !— 
No_ As the traffic increased, so would the expenditure. 

52, And practically speaking the Ashfield-Mortlake 
lines are showing a progressive loss /—Yes, 

53, Mr. Frank Burke.) Prior to construction of the 
tramway from Ashfield tio Enfield, that district was sparsely 
populated, was it not }—Yes, especially where the proposed 
line takes off from the existing line. 

54. How far out from Enfield does the population 
extend /—About } a mile. 
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55, Since the building of the tramway Hnfield has g>ne 
ahead !—Yes. 

56. As a matter of fact, a district does not become very 
well populated untilit gets tramway communication !—No. 

57. As tramway manager, you are looking at the proposed 
line from the economic point of view ?-—Yes. 

58. You want an assured return per car mile ?— Yes, but 
not an immediate return. I would want to see the prospect 
of a return, but I would not expect an immediate return. 
I have no doubt that if the proposed tramway were built 
we would have a fleet of motor buses competing with us 
within a very short time, because we would make a very 
good road for them. As it is to-day, the road is pretty bad. 

59. You consider that if the proposed tramway were 
built it would have the competition of the motor buses !— 
Immediately. 

60. Do you not think that you could successfully combat 
motor bus competition?—I would not try under present 


conditions. The buses are individually controlled and 
owned, The owner of the bus may drive it, and he might 


work twelve, fourteen, or sixteen hours a day, but if we ran 
trams for the same length of time we would have to employ 
five men. We would have to have two men on the morn- 
ing shift, two on the evening shift, and one relief man. 
The buses which are individually owned are in the majority 
to-day. They predominate over those which are run by 
companies. 

61. Under existing conditions it would seem that the 
motor-buses are becoming a menace to our publicly-owned 
tramways ?—So long as the trams remain on the road they 
will be. Ifthe trams were taken off the road the buses 
would have to go, because they could not shift the peovle. 

62. Can you suggest anything to meet the competition of 
the motor buses in a fair way !—I do not know what the 
cost of operating motor omnibuses is, It is very hard to 
tell, because you cannot get information, Whether they 
are likely to be a financial success or not, I do not know. 
Speaking from the meagre knowledge that I have, I think 
the buses for the most part are bought on the time-payment 
system. Whether they will be able to keep up their pay- 
ments or not I do not know. That is a question which has 
to be considered, because the buses are frequently changing 
hands. : 

63. Undoubtedly it is a question which will have to be 
grappled with, because the motor buses threaten to run the 
trams off the road !—Yes. 

64. Mr. Drummond.| You refrred to the Ashfield- 
Mortlake line ;—apparently you mean the Burwood—Mort- 
lake line ?—It runs right round. It is a circular tramway 
from Ashfield to Enfield and on to Mortlake. It is one 
service. 

65. A good deal of the Burwood—Mortlake line runs 
close to the Parramatta River ;—what is your experience 
with regard to tramways that run down to the water’s edge 
—do you think they suffer from the competition of the 
ferries to any extent /—No. 

66. Do you think that the ferries appreciably affect the 
Burwood—Mortlake tramway !—I do not think so. 

67. Which is the more profitable—a cross-country tram 
way, cr one that runs down to the water’s edge !—As a 
matter of fact, we get a very heavy traffic now to the 
water’s edge, but it is going and coming, and is not con- 
nected with the boats. It is a traffic going and coming 
from the works of the Gas Company and other concerns, 
and we have to put on extra trams night and morning to 
carry the people to and fro. 

63. Does the fact that a tramway runs to the water’s 
edge assist it in any way !—No. Ido not think there is 
any affinity between ferries and trams. The ferry service 
is run independently of the tramvays. We do not connect 
with the steamers. 

69. But there would be a tendency on the part of people 
to use trams to reach the water !—Not there, because there 
are no facilities. Thcre is only a wharf and probably a 
bathe. When Cabarita Park was opened for public con- 
venience there was a Lig traftic between the tram and the 
boat—principally boa‘<-but Cabarita Park has been sub- 
divided and sold. 
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70, To what do you attribute the very heavy loss on 
these particular lines ?—To the general increase in the cost 
of working. 

71. And there has been no increase in the number of 
passengers carried !—There has, but we had to provide 
extra accommodation which meant additional expenditure. 
In fact, we had to put in some additional feeders to assist 
the extra tram traffic we got to and from the gas works. 


72. It really means that the fare is not sufficient to meet 
the working costs !—That is so, but if fares are too high 
people will not travel. 


73. You do not regard the proposed tramway from Enfield 
to Bankstown very hopefally from the financial point of 
view !—No, and more particularly as the trams which are 
serving the more thickly populated centres are not paying 
now. 


74. Does the Tramway Department have to give the 
local councils any undertaking with regard to the construc- 
tion of roads which are traversed by tramways ?—We do 
not have to give any undertaking to councils, but by Act 
of Parliament we are supposed to keep our track in good 
order a certain distance outside the rails. 


75. So that wherever a tramway is built a good road is 
created ?—Yes, 


76. And when you lay down a good road you are met 
with the competition of the motor-buses !—Yes, and very 
often they cut out a groove adjacent to our rails. ‘They 
run in that groove and press the macadam out, so that it 
is really a water channel in wet weather. Last year our 
maintenance cost was about £450,000. 


77. The position really is that the Tramway Departmeat 
builds a good road and assists to create opposition to the 
tramways !— Yes. 


78. Since the Ashfield-Mortlake lines were constructed 
would you say that the area traversed by the tramway 
from Burwood to Mortlake has prozressed as well as the 
area between Ashfield, Enfield, and Bankstown from a 
settlement point of view ?—Yes; it is fairly heavily popu- 
lated now, and the population is growing. 


79. Mr. Doe.| 1 noticed from your statement that it is 
anticipated that when the railway marshalling yards and 
departmental workshops are fully established at Enfield 
over 7,000 men will be employed. Of course, that was 
taken into consideration when the estimate of receipts and 
expenditure in connection with the proposed tramway was 
arrived at ?— Yes. 


80. Would not the fact that 7,000 men were working 
in the locality be a special inducement to warrant the con- 
struction of the proposed tramway, and would it not tend 
to make it a pryable proposition ?—I think that the rail- 
way authorities would prefer to have the communication 
they suggest—a tramway from Belmore. They are already 
running a departmental train there, and I think on the 
average it runs every two hours between Canterbury and 
Clyde. I think that when the workshops are completed a 
passenger train will be run regularly, and it would 
deprive the proposed tramway of a lot of revenue. 


81, It is evidently the intention of the Railway Com- 
missioners to do that ?— I should think so, but I have no 
warrant for saying so. 

82. Under the circumstances, if the proposed tramway 
were constructed it would really be in competition with 
the means of communication which the Railway Commis- 
sioners propose to establish between Enfield and Belmore!— 
I should think so. 

83. Chairman.| How many trains are run between 
Canterbury and Clyde daily 1—From Canterbury thirteen 
trains are run between 1:20 a.m. and 10-58 p.m., and from 
Clyde to Canterbury thirteen trains are run from 1:55 a.m, 
to 11:55 p.m, 

84, Mr. Doe.| In the year 1912 T notice that the loss on 
the existing tramway from Ashfield to Mortlake was 
£7,683, and that the losses varied during the intervening 
years. In 1922 the loss was £7,854, which would scem 
to indicate that there is a possibility of an improvement, 
Do you think that increased settlement would bring a 
sufficiently increased revenue to meet working expenses !— 
You would certainly get increased revenue with increased 
population, but increased revenue naturally means increased 
expenditure, If we were running a half-hourly service, 
and we had to provide a fifteen or twenty minutes service 
we would probably have to duplicate some portions of the 
line or else put in additional loops. Every additional car 
means additional men. For instance, the cost of mainten- 
ance and upkeep in 1916 was 2:34d. per car mile, and last 
year it was 740d. The cost of the maintenance of plant 
increased during the same period from 1:42d. to 3-04d, 
The expenditure on power increased from 169d. to 3°54d. 
The power expenditure was increased owing to the provi- 
sion of feeders and the incurring of other costs brought 
about by the putting on of additional cars. If sufficient 
power is provided to run a half-hourly service, and we wish 
to provide a more frequent service, obviously the expendi- 
ture on power has to be increased. The traffic charges 
increased from 8-10d. te 15:40d. between 1916 and last 
year, so that altogether the increase for the whole period 
1916 to 1922 went from 13-69d. to 29:55d. A substantial 
increase was shown in every department, and we have no 
guarantee that we are going to get very much below this 
expenditure. 

85. According to your figures it would appear that any 
increase in population which would necessitate increased 
services means increased expenditure, and that that expendi- 
ture would probably more than absorb the additional 
revenue ?—Yes, except in the city itself. Excluding the 
North Sydney, Manly, Brighton-le-Sands, and the Ashfield— 
Mortlake lines, the city and suburban lines in 1916 showed 
14:24d, and in 1922 23:35d. We have been extending our 
lines a little, but we have done a good deal of duplication 
and have put in additional crossing loops, feeders, and so 
on, Maintenance increased from 2-12d. in 1916 to 3:95d. 
in 1922. Maintenance and plant increased from 3-44d. to 
454d. in the same period. The expenditure on power 
increased from ‘86d. to 1:43d., and the traffic expenses from 
714d. to 13°03d. Although we have had very few exten- 
sions in the city and suburbs, our expenses have gone up in 
various ways, and every new line must necessarily add to 
that expenditure from year to year. 


WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY, 1i JANUARY, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon, W. T. DICK (CHaiman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis Micnart Burke, Esa. 


WituiAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Enfield to 
Bankstown. 


William Sidney Corner, Power Superintendent, Department 
of Railways and Tramways, sworn and examined :— 


86. Chairman.| Have you a statement to place before 
the Committee respecting the estimate for power to be 
supplied for the proposed Enfield to Bankstown tramway 
line ?—Yes, as follows :— 


PRoposeD TRAMWAY FROM ENFIELD To BANKSTOWN. 


In connection with the direction regarding the estimates of the 
proposed tramway from Enfield to Bankstown, I beg to report as 
follows :— 


Estimate of 19th June, 1916. 


This was based on the assumption that there would be two (2) 
cars on this line, and that the line would be supplied with current 
from the Burwood substation. 


The detail figures are as under :-— 


£ 
LVORGISTE. oc SRBC BRR rt ROS OO CHOC AONE Lae Reece 1,200 
High-fension Cables .....cderessspppseorss ene ess 400 
MRP OU ess Ae. eke che ite. etsy bay 600 
Mow-vension feeders’ ..........e.cessaenr ova on » 9,640 
LES TLS) Rare Cuan ea ace et MER REL eee Th Sk Re 160 
PROGAUEM catered ss ibs) 35.alne £8,000 


Overhead wiring was not provided for in this estimate. I can 
only suggest that the estimate for the overhead wiring was not 
included, as the Director-General of Public Works in his letter of 
22nd May, 1916, asked the Secretary for Railways for ‘‘ an estimate 
of power and feeder requirements for the tramway.” I assume that 
the overhead construction was at this date carried out by the Public 


~Works Department. 


Estimate, 17th September, 1920. 


This was made up on the assumption that two cars were to be run 
on this line, the detail figures being :— 


£ £ 

Homer Ouse tha cap oeoane shee oe sne pcs 2,000 
High-tension cables ................. 900 
SURGE ERUTOM: ccauese utc es prawesae pele shes 900 
Low-tension feeders ........... cesees 6,900 
Banclasccetrninccmieranens mace ate nes 200 

J Se OR GEP RA RRORRORAGRAGA eR cacriie 10,900 
Overhead wating wok. sks acpaneadebehaartion 7,670 


Grand total’ ..cisuman £18,070 


Basing the estimate on the foregoing assumyitions, the estimated 
cost to-day would be :— 


5 £ 

POWEL-HOUSE Secenes <otusconen tase esses 2,000 
High-tension cables ......... .sse00e 900 
Ty CEL ARG) OMe 3 oapomad lenge ae vereitee 800 
Low-tension feeders ..........0..5655 , 8,740 
SEVEN UN. 2 Oke anh ythinG Sananninseranarngand 240 

Total for power and cables...... 12,780 

Overhead WITKIE cies sp seeped tiie coy asp dermcion . 7,400 

Grand total jeunesse £20,180 


87. You,will notice in the first item in the estimated 
cost of construction, the Chief Engineer’s estimate, inclusive 
of power, feeders, &c., is £59,343. Is your £20,180 
included in that estimate?—No, £18,570, which is the 
1920 estimate. 

88. In order to make that correct an additional amount 
would be required to be put on to that £59,343 ?—£1,610. 
The £59,343 was the estimate made in 1920. 

89. So that probably the figure would be varied in other 
respects apart from power /— Yes. 

90. Adding £1,610 to the portion dealing with power, 
feeders, &c., would bring the estimate up to date !—Yes. 


MONDAY, 22 JANUARY, 1923. 


4 


Present :— 


The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHarmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roserr Manony. 


| 


Francis MicHary Burks, Esa. 
Brian James Don, Esa. 


Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Enfield to Bankstown. 


William Giles Miller, town clerk, Bankstown, sworn and 
examined :— 


91. Chairman.| Have you a statement with respect to 
this proposed new line of tramway’—Yes. It is as fol- 
lows :— 


In connection with this proposed tramway extension, I 
would state that there has been considerable agitation in 
favour of same for years past. Representatives of the follow- 
ing municipalities, viz., Burwood, Enfield, Strathfield, and 
Bankstown have taken an active part in adyocating the 
extension, which, it is contended, would serve to advance the 
progress of the whole or portions of their respective areas. 
At the present time the only communications between Banks- 
town and the western suburbs is by one of the following 
routes, viz.:—(1) Per train through the City; (2) per train 
and motor-bus through Campsie to Burwood; (3) per motor- 
bus to Lidcombe; (4) per motor-bus to Burwood. The 
Sydney and Campsie routes are both expensive and incon- 
venient, and as one who frequently travels both routes, I can 
speak from actual experience. Motor-bus travelling on the 


other two routes is uncomfortable, and also unsatisfactory, 
owing to the irregularity of service. Some more suitable 
means of transport is therefore necessary, and this tramway 
extension, which would act as feeder to the following exist- 
ing and proposed railway lines, viz., Bankstown line, Main 
Suburban line, proposed Regent’s Park-Bankstown line, and 
proposed Bankstown-Hast Hills line, would provide same. 
The Committee are no doubt aware that the railway mar- 
shalling yards have been established at Chullora, and it is 
intended to erect the railway workshops at the same place. 
Preliminary works with this object in view are at present in 
progress. I would therefore point out that the proposed line 
would provide transit for workmen who will be employed at 
both these places, and induce them to settie in the surround- 
ing areas, and help to make a profitable undertaking of the 
proposal. The land in the Bankstown area which would be 
served by the extension is suitable, elevated, building and 
residential property, and its only drawback at present is the 
Jack of transit by some means of conveyance to the City and 
industrial suburbs, which compels residents to negotiate, 
night and morning, long tramps to the nearest railway. The 
Bankstown Council are at present engaged in reticulating the 


886 


Witress—W. G. Miller, 22 January, 1923. 


greater portion of the area to be served by this extension 
(i.e., south of Liverpool-road) with electric light, and it is 
anticipated that this will considerably increase development 
of the area, and thus improve the financial prospects of the 
undertaking now being inquired into. The current for this 
lighting is being obtained from the Railway Commissioners 
in bulk. The future returns from the Bankstown area to be 
served may be approximated from the following statistics, 
which may be taken as a reasonably approximate basis of the 
development in the municipality :— 


Year. Population. 
1910, cvs cube cist Chiesa sie ciets relates ‘ 2,000 
LOLS Weite, cces eee ae shires wee 5,000 
LOD COMA (CeNSUSO ence cate che OOx 
19 22 eerverss stout fords SSD UUN nets ole raieuens topotecan LO OU 
Number of Houses. 
OIA es wien ste o ewereeeehes nei Petia 1,194 
LOND oe eet ee i cakes lecnte ne tapievenk epee tne 2,156 
aI A Be nts Beata ae elas ae aa ee 2,700 
NOD oc sae eteutont sis wie teenies bSate tome teiteve 3,056 
Property Values. 
SIGH Siow 0 $38,988 1,352,450 83,129 
1910° 2% 838,938 302.100 83,129 
S208.) 1088,643 1,943 271 126,108 
1921 See eS Or 2,017,588 149,065 
1928 .... 1,449,449 2,862,540 183.970 


The proposed tramway extension would be of great value 
to those residents of the western suburbs desirous of visiting 
the various parts of the George’s River and Prospect Creek 
(rapidly becoming most popular pleasure resorts), inasmuch 
as it would provide direct communication with the motor-bus 
services plying to such resorts from Bankstown Station, In 
conclusion, I consider the construction of the proposed exten- 
sion warranted, and would recommend the proposed exten- 
sion to the Government for early construction. 

92. Do you know the whole of the district to be served 
by this proposed tram’—I have travelled it fairly fre- 
quently. 

93. At the Enfield side do you think that at present 
there is a sufficiently large residential settlement to justify 
the building of this lne?—I could not speak authorita- 
tively on that. 

94. Say from Enfield to Chullora?—It is fairly thick 
along there—thicker than at the Bankstown end. 

95. Is there any considerable area of vacant land?— 
Yes, 

96. It has been suggested that, as certain big works are 
to be constructed by the Railway Commissioners at Chul- 
lora, this would lead to settlement of the workers in the 
district ;—have you considered the possibility of that in 
respect to this line?—Yes, I consider it would lead te 
settlement. 

97. Do you think it is the kind of distriet which would 
encourage the men working in such institutions to settle 
near their work?—Yes, within considerable distance of 
it: 

98. You know there is a proposal to link up Bankstown 
by railway with Regent’s Park, as part of the electrifica- 
tion of the city and suburban railway ?—Yes. 

99. Would the construction of that railway meet the 
wishes of a majority of the people likely to settle in that 
district’—It all depends upon the facility for reaching 
Chullora. In that case there would not be direct com- 
munication. 

100. With the other line—from Regent’s Park to Lid- 
combe—would they not have railway construction there, 
and link up with Chullora?—No. It would not link them 
up with Chullora. 

101. Do you think the district is of sufficient im- 
portance to have both a railway line and a tramway line? 
—Yes. 

102. Do you think the same phenomenal increase 
as regards population will take place alone the tramline 
as took place around Bankstown, when the railway line 
was constructed there ?—Yes. 

103. Did the popularity of Bankstown as a residential 
suburb hinge upon its proximity to the George’s River 
pleasure ground ?—No. 

104. Mr, Burke.| You say that the population at Banks- 
town is now 10,000?—I estimate it at present as 13,360. 


105. Do you know, approximately, how long that rail- 
way has been built 2 your fifteen years. 

106. When the line was constructed there what was the 
population 2—In 1910 it was 2,000, but that was just after 
the construction of the line. 

107. It is proposed to bring the tramway down Liver- 
pool-road, past Chapel-street, to the Bankstown station ;— 
do you not think it would be sufficient if the terminus 
were to be at the Liverpool-road, in view of the fact that 
the Bankstown people are already served by the railway ? 
—That is a matter for departmental consideration. 

108. If the line were to finish at Chapel-road that 
would be three-quarters of a mile from the Bankstown 
station, One portion of that three-quarter mile would be 
well served by the tram and the other by the railway ’— 
Yes. 

109. What advantage do you think it would be to bring 
the tramline right to the Bankstown railway ?—It would 
be a feeder to existing communications, 

110. It would bring no greater number of passengers to 
the Bankstown railway, would it?—It would cater for 
tourist passenger traffic in regard to the resorts around 
Bankstown. 

111. That is the only advantage you can see in having 
it taken there?’—I would not say that. 

112. Can you think of any other consideration ?—I 
myself, on the average, travel twice a week across to 
Strathfield, and I think there are other members of the 
Bankstown community who do the same, and would do 
so more frequently if more direct communication 
existed. 

113. It would also have the advantage of bringing the 
spending people down to the shops round about the Banks- 
town railway ¢—Possibly. 

114. There is a proposition to bring the line right along 
the Liverpool-road; do you know that portion?—In the 
region of Punchbowl-road ? 

115. Yes. Do you favour the present proposition, or the 
original proposition?—I am not too well acquainted with 
that section of the route. 

116. There is a good deal of open country along that 
part;—do you know if it is subdivided’—Practieally all 
on the southern side of the Liverpool-road. 

117. In your opinion, if the tramway were constructed, 
would that land be built upon?—Yes; most of it is sold. 

118. And from the standpoint of cost; if it were taken 
seriously that the tramway might stop at Liverpool-road 
instead of going down Chapel-street, do you think it would 
serve the district fairly well?—Yes. 

119. Mr. Doe.] Do you know it is 
would involve a loss to the community of £3,964 per 
annum, That is according to a report we jhave, and the 
estimate was made in 1920. In 1916 the estimated loss 
was £2,589. Do you think the impetus given to the dis- 
trict as the result of the construction of the line would 
meet, or partly meet, that expected loss ?—Yes, 

120. You think there would be a distinet advance in the 
district as the result of the building of this tram ?—Yes. 

121. You mentioned that on account of the marshalling 
yards being in the vicinity of Chullora the tramway would 
benefit a good deal by carrying men to and from their 
work ?’—Yes, and as a result of the increased settlement 
in and around the district. 

122. According to the evidence placed before the Com- 
mittee, it is expected that the Railway Commissioners 
will themselves provide for the carrying of the workmen 
to and from the works?—But in addition to the work- 
men, the workien’s wives and families will provide a 
good deal of traffic. 

128. Will it make any material increase in the value 
of the land in those unsettled parts if the line is built?— 
I do not think it would make much increase in the 
values, but it would make the land available for use by 
those persons who have purchased it. It would increase 
the value, but not to any extraordinary extent, 


said that this line 


124. Mr. Drummond.] You have a bus running over 
portion of that route at the present time?—Yes. ; 

125. Does that bus run right from Bankstown through 
Enfield?—From Bankstown to Burwood. 

126. At present the competition of the buses is seriously 
exercising the minds of the Railway Commissioners, on 
account of the losses which are being incurred by the 
tramways ;—what reason would you put forward for sug- 
gesting that if this line were built the buses would not 
prove to be a detrimental factor to the tramways, just as 
they are in other districts?—The principal reason would 
be the bad roads. 

127. But when you construct a tramway the munici- 
pality is presented with a good road, and the bus would 
then go into active opposition to the tram;—do you not 
think that if the road were made good a bus would meet 
the needs of the people for some time to come?—No, be- 
eause they do not run regularly enough, The present 
bus was running some months ago, and it was knocked 
off for about six months without anybody being notified. 
It has only started again within the last few weeks, 
Irregularity of that sort does not encourage the popularity 
of the service. 

128. Is not that due to the fact that the roads are bad? 
—Possibly. 

129. If you havea good road it is quite possible thas 
a bus service would meet the needs for some time to come? 
—It might in the present, but not in the future. 

130. I think that between Bankstown and Enfield there 
is practically no settlement at all for a good portion of the 
distance?—There is a good deal of settlement in the 
Bankstown sector. 

131. The settlement would come if you had a tramway, 
but on the other hand the settlement would come just as 
much if you had a good road and motor buses?—I do not 
think so. 

132. That is a thing the Committee must seriously con- 
sider?’—In my statement I gave my personal opinion of 
motor ‘bus travelling, JI would sooner go right round 
through the city than travel by motor bus. They destroy 
one’s clothes, they are always overcrowded, and you be- 
come covered by dust from head to foot. There is no 
comparison between bus travelling and tram travelling. 

133. Speaking from your personal experience of the 
area with which you are acquainted, are the areas along 
the road held in big estates or in small allotments ’—On 
the northern side of the Liverpool-road, as far as Banks- 
town is concerned, it is mainly Crown land, but on the 
southern side it is all on small holdings, and held by 
people who are purchasing on time-payment. 

134. There has keen rapid extension at Bankstown since 
the railway went ou there?’—Yes, subdivision activity is 
very pronounced at present. 

135. You think it is reasonable to suppose that if pro- 
per facilities were given you would have a similar ex- 
perience in the unoccupied area between Bankstown and 
Enfield?—By past experience, yes. 

136. Mfr. Travers.| Would there be anything at all in 
the communication from Bankstown to Enfield; what ad- 
vantage would that be to the Bankstown people?—It would 
connect them with Burwood,°and it would benefit both 
places. Burwood is a big shopping centre. It would also 
take people to Bankstown. 

137. Would you look upon Burwood as a better shopping 
centre than Campsie, on the Bankstown line?—I should 
say they are about on a level. 

138. Do you think that people are more likely to go to 
Campsie than Burwood?—I do not think so. I think they 
would divide between the two. 

139. Apart from that, and the increased settlement, the 
tramway would bring other advantages?—It would make 
land available for workmen’s homes. 

140. Is there any land now within walking-distance of 
Bankstown railway station which is available7—Yes, but 
it is rapidly being built on, and the price is rising. 
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141. You cannot speak about the Enfield end?—No, I 
am not too familiar with that. 

142. The Railway Commissioners anticipate that when 
the workshops are built there they will employ 7,000 men. 
They say that the best way to get those men away will 
be by connecting the line ftom Enfield with the Belmore 
line. Have you given any consideration to that?—That 
would mean changing trains, and I do not think it would 
be the most desired system. 

143. When the line is finished from Bankstown to Re- 
gent’s Park and the one from Regent’s Park to Cabra- 
matta is built, if you take a three-quarter mile radius 
round from Bankstown to Campsie, from Campsie to 
Regent’s Park, and from Regent’s Park to Bankstown, there 
would not be much land that would be left unserved ?— 
There would still be a good deal of country between Banks- 
town and Chullora that would be unserved. 

144. What is there at Chullora that brings it into pro- 
minenee?—It would be the site of the Government rail- 
way works. 

145. You are anticipating that the men who will be 
employed at the workshops will lve somewhere in the 
vicinity of their work?—They will be induced to live 
there. 

146. But that does not always happen. Workmen travel 
long distances to their work, although in many cases there 
is any amount of land available near where they are 
employed. Are there any industries between Bankstown 
and Enfield employing a number of men?—There are 
brickworks on Roberts-road. 


Alderman John Jensen, Auburn-road, Sefton Park, and ex- 
mayor of Bankstown, sworn and examined :— 


147. Chairman.] You have been residing a long time in 
that district ?—Yes, twenty-three years. 

148. You know the proposal before this Committee ?— 
Yes, 

149. Would you give us your views upon its necessity 
or otherwise ?—] think it is very necessary. The proposed 
tram line would open up a splendid lot of land for build- 
ing purposes right from Enfield to Chapel-road, Banks- 
town. There are hundreds of acres there, and it is good 
building land. A lot has been already subdivided, and 
people are only waiting for easier travelling facilities to 
build there. 

150. Where is the greater portion of this land situated ? 
—All along the Liverpool-road to Chullora Estate and 
Greenacres Park. It has all been cut up, and a few places 
have been built, but not many. A lot cf men who own 
ground there are only waiting for the tram to go there 
before building. 

151. We are told in the official report, and we noticed 
ourselves, that along the greater portion of the Enfield sec- 
tion of this route settlement is at present very sparse. 
Would the construction of this line increase the number of 
permanent residents there?—I believe it would. Land 
would be sold reasonably, and it would induce a lot of 
working men to put up places of their own, to live in. 

152. In a eirele of half a mile radius from Bankstown 
Station is there any considerable area as yet unbuilt on? 
—Yes. 

153. Is it not more likely that persons desiring to reside 
there would come within half a mile of the railway station, 
rather than wait for a tramway such as the one proposed? 
—TI believe they would. 

154. Your town clerk has given us some striking figures 
about the progress of Bankstown;—do you think “hat 
progress is likely to be maintained ?—Yes, and more s« 

155, Would that lead to the conclusion that that ports on 
of the district is more popular, from a working-class «+ 
middle-class residential point of view, than within halt 
a mile of the Enfield tram terminus?—I do not believe 
it would be as attractive in the latter case, because the 
other is high ground and healthier, whereas Bankstown 
Station is built down on the flat. 
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156. Why, then, has the district around the Enfield ter- 
minus not shown greater development since the tramway 
was built?—I do not know much about that district. 

157. How far from Bankstown, going north, are the 
people inconvenienced by the want of this line’—I do not 
know. ; 

158. There is a tract of country between the Bankstown 
and Campsie line, and the proposed line from Regent’s 
Park to Lidecombe;—do you think that tract of country 
will be so popular as a residential area as to provide trafhic 
both for the Bankstown-Regent’s Park railway and the 
Bankstown-Enfield tramway’—Yes. The tramway would 
cut the country in the centre, and it would be feeding the 
line both ways. Some people think it would interfere with 
the Bankstown loop, but I do not think so, because it would 
run diagonally with it. 

159. Would you like to add anything further’—We had 
a meeting at the Enfield Town Hall some time ago, and 
they were unanimous about the necessity for building the 
tramway along Liverpool-road as far as Chapel-road. Be- 
yond there they would not commit themselves, but pre- 
ferred to leave it to the Department. 

160. Mr. Doe.| Do you hold the same view as Mr. Miller, 
that if this line is constructed it will not add very much 
to the value of the land between those two points?—It 
naturally would add to the value, but I do not think the 
increase would be anything exorbitant. 

161, Do you think the Public Works Committee ought to 
recommend to the Government the building of a line in- 
volving a loss of £3,964 per annum?—If you wait till a 
line will pay from the start you will never have a line. 


162. You are of opinien that the increase in settlement 
and population will warrant the Committee in recom- 
mending a line;—in your judgment the line will be a pay- 
able proposition within a reasonable time, or at at any 
rate will incur no loss+—That is my opinion. 

163. What special features there would induce settlement, 
apart from the fact that the marshalling yards will be in 
that district?—No doubt that will be the main factor. 
Seven thousand men will be employed there, and they will 
have to travel. Hundreds of them will be prepared to buy 
land and settle there, but their wives and families will bé 
travelling to the city. 

164. At the present time land values there are com- 
paratively low ?’—Yes. 

165. And that in itself would be an inducement to work- 
ing-men to go there ?—Yes. 

166. What can you buy an allotment of land for at per 
foot, somewhere within reasonable distance of these pro- 
posed works?—I understand that land has recently been 
sold at Chullora for 30s. a foot. That was on the Liver- 
pool-road, at Bankstown. J believe you can get land at 
Greenacres Park for 15s. a foot: 

167. Is there any building material there, such ag stone, 
so that handy men could put up places for themselves ?— 
Yes, there is a quarry at Potts Hill, and brickworks at 
Roberts-road. 

168. So taking the physical features of the district, 
generally, they are such that they would induce workmen 
to make their homes near their work ?—Yes. 

169. Mr. Mahony.| How far is the Regent’s Park line 
from the Bankstown line, across country?~—About 384 
miles. ; 


—— ’ 


WEDNESDAY, 24 JANUARY, 1928. 


Wresent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHammay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Matony. 


Francis Micuari, Burkes, Esq, 
Brian James Dor, Esq. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Enfield to Bankstown. 


Charles Simmat, firewood sawmiller, Milperra-road, Banks- 
town, sworn, and exarrined :— 

170, Chawrman.| You have lived a long time in this 
district have you not!—Just twenty years. I am an 
alderman of the district, and I have come at the request of 
a number of ratepayers to support this proposal. Banks- 
town has an area of nearly 30 square miles, and we 
have practically no railway or tramway communication. 
The railway only goes 1} miles into the municipality, leav- 
ing another 4 miles to travel to the end of the municipality. 
The Regent’s Park line only touches the outskirts of our 
district. This proposed Enfield tramway will open up 
another portion of it. From Enfield to the Bankstown 
railway station is about 6 miles, The ground on the 
southern side cf Liverpool-road is practically all alienated, 
ani I do not think any of the blocks are larger than from 
2 to 5 acres. One syndicate has cut up the Greenacre 
Park, and another the Chullora estate. In three estates 
which have been subdivided lately there are about 1,200 
acres. When the Railway Commissioners establish mar- 
shalling yards at Enfield these unoccupied lands, which are 
owned by people who are only waiting for some form of 
communication, will be built on. Working people must go 
to where the Iand is cheap. The land there can be obtained 
for from 30s. to £2 per foot, and is therefore comparatively 
cheap land for workers’ homes. When the railway work- 
shops are commenced that will be a well-populated area, 
instead of a scattered one. I live 2 miles south of Banks- 
town railway station. It is only during the last week or 
two that we have had a motor-bus running to Lidcombe. 
Previously, if T wanted to go to the other line I had to go 
to Sydney, and then back to Lidcombe. If this tramway is 


constructed i shall be able to get on to the other line through 
Enfield. In the last fourteen years our population has 
increased by about 1,000 inhabitants per year, and if we had 
railway and tramway communication the increase would be 
still greater. The tram would have plenty of passengers, 
and ought to pay practically from its inception. Banks- _ 
town is near one of the finest portions of George’s River, 
and if we had a tramway the district would be opened up 
to people from Burwood and around that district. It 
would be very convenient in enabling persons from all the 
western suburbs to get to George’s River. 

171. Mr. Doe.] You say there is a considerable amount 
of comparatively cheap land upon which the workers couid 
build homes, provided they had reasonable communication. 
You said the land is worth from 30s. to £2 a fuot. It has 
been stated in evidence that land can be bought as cheaply as 
15s. a foot ?—I know of no land as cheap as 15s. a foot. I 
should say that the price I mentioned is a fair average 
price. Anything as low as 15s. would be inferior land, or 
in a swamp. 

172. What is the value of land about Chullora 7—It 
would average about 50s. 

173. In their statement to the Committee, the Railway 
Commissioners anticipate a loss of practically £4,000 a year 
on this line. Do you think that is likely to be verified {— 
The Commissioners ought to know their own policy, and if 
they are going to construct marshalling yards and work- 
shops there I say that their estimate is a very poor one. We 
were told that the railway line from Belmore to Bankstown 
was going to show a loss, but it paid from the start, and it 
has been running now for about fourteen years, It showed 
a profit of £30,000 even in the yer before last. 
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174. You think this proposed line would give such an 
impetus to the district as to make it a reasonably payable 
proposition !—I should say it would pay within five years. 

175. Chairman.| The Railway Commissioners point out 
that it is anticipated that when the railway marshalling 
yards and workshops are fully established at Enfield over 
7,000 men will be employed, but they consider that the best 
means of travel for the employees would be a tramway 
connection between Enfield and Belmore. What do you 
think of that statement /—There is one thing in its favour 
—it would be a short line. 

176. Do you think there will be any large number of 
those who will work either at the marshalling yards or the 
State works further north who will be likely to settle in 
the district ‘—There is more vacant ground on the route 
of this tramway than there is between Enfield and Belmore, 
and the latter is dear land. You will not get any of it 
under £4 a foot. The majority of the workers live at 
Campsie, Punchbowl, and Bankstown. Very few of them 
live at Belmore. 

177. It is mooted that a connection should be made 
between Bankstown and Regent’s Park. Would that meet 
the convenience of the people north of Bankstown railway 
station ?2—It would open up the municipality, whicli, as I 
have said, has an area of nearly 30 square miles, but if 
that line is constructed I do not see how it will help them 
to get to the marshalling yards at Enfield. 

178. It would not take them there, but I was suggesting 
if as a means of opening up what you call the undeveloped 
country in the Bankstown municipality /—The municipal- 
ity of Ashfield contains only 900 acres. In Bankstown 
municipality they have cut up estates of 1,200 acres. If 
you look at the conveniences Ashfield has as regards com- 
munication it makes Bankstown problems look large. 

179. You do not think a railway from Bankstown to 
Regent’s Park would meet your views, in the way of 
developing the remaining areas of Bankstown municipality ? 
—I would not say that. Any communication would assist 

n developing Bankstown. 

180. If you had your choice, which would you go for, the 
tram or the train?—The train. J ain the chaitman of the 
Bankstown-—East Hills Railway League, and the proposition 
was mooted that we should have framway communication 
along the main road to Bankstown station. It was partly 
due to the way I spoke that that scheme was negatived. We 
came to the Public Works Committee with a direct mandate 
from the people to ask for railway communication from 
Bankstown to George’s River. 

181. You know it is suggested that the Bankstown line 
is the first to be electrified, and that the Bankstown- 
Regent’s Park line must be built in order to get the full 
benefit of that electrification ;—is the district north of 
Bankstown of such a character as would give revenue both 
to that railway and also to a tramline 7—No. 


Percy Coleman, engineer, Meredith-street, Bankstown, 
sworn, and examined :— 


182. Mr. Mahony.| How long have you been in Banks- 
town !/—Kight or nine years, and I have known the district 
for sixteen years. 

183. During the time you have been residing there, has 
Bankstown made any progress !—Undoubted progress. J 
do not think any suburb in Sydney has progressed in the 
same manner. Values of property have gone ahead in an 
astounding way. 

184, Do you know the route of this proposed tramway 
from Hinfield to Bankstown!—Yes, along the Liverpool- 
road, and down to the Bankstown station. 

185. Starting at Enfield, is there much settlement along 
that road ?7—Not at the present time. Round about the 
marsha ling yards the Chullora estate has all been cut up 
and sold. ‘The streets are very well made, and only recently 
we had before the council the plan of a subdivision for 


Witnesses—C. Simmat and P. Coleman 24 January, 1923. 


business sites. There are big sheds for electrical workshops 
to be put up there by the Commissioners, and it necessarily 
must follow that the vacant land will shortly be otcupied. 

186. You consider that the people who will work in those 
yards will take up their residence in the district ?—Abso- 
lutely. Ido not think there is any finer residential suburb 
than Bankstown. It is midway between mountain and sea 
air, it has one of the finest climates, and it is on high 
ground, 

187. And it is handy to these workshops 1—Yes. 

188. How far are the marshalling yards from the Enfield 
tram, where the proposed line is to join up !—Roughly, 
about three-quarters of a mile. 

189. Is the other portion of the route fairly settled — 
No, it is sparsely settled at the present time, but the fact 
of a tram running there will bring the population. Where- 
ever 1 tram goes settlement necessarily follows, I have no 
doubt that in the first year the line will not be a paying 
proposition, but in the second year it will. The Liverpool- 
read will then be built on, all along. 

190. People living within half a mile of Bankstown 
station will be served by the present railway !—Yes, to come 
to Sydney. Greenacre Park has all been cut up and sold, and 
last year 380 buildings went up there, in Bankstown itself. 
With the impetus this tramline will give, that will be so 
much surpassed that we shall very nearly come up to 
Canterbury’s record, which is well over 1,000. 

191. The proposed railway from Bankstown to Regent’s 
Park would help a portion of that district, would it not ?— 
Yes, it would serve the north-western corner of the muni- 
cipality, but would leave practically the eastern half 
untouched. It would leave Greenacre Park unserved. 
They are dependent at present upon the bus, which is not 
half so convenient as a tram, and they have only had that 
within the last few weeks. 

192..A bus goes right from Sydney to Chullora. 
well patronised ?—Very well. 

193. Do you think that would be a competitor against the 
trom !/—No, I think it would be a feeder for the tram. 
From Enfield to Chullora is only a very small part of the 
road. Chutllora is the boundary of Bankstown. The main 
portion of this route would be from Chullora to Bankstown, 
That is where the greater settlement would take place. 

194. Would you fayour a Ine from Chullora to Banks- 
town not connecting up with Hnfield?—No, I do not 
believe in running dead-ends anywhere. 

195. If the main trattie would be from Chullora to 
Bankstown, where would be the necessity for carrying the 
tram further on!—In my opinion the main settlement 
would be there, but it is already fairly well crowded 
between Chullora and the Enfield tram. 

196. The Railway Commissioners state that there will 
be a loss of, approximately, £4,000 per annum on this 
line. Can you tell me what are the prospects, locally, of 
making it a payable concern ?—I cannot see how they 
estimate a loss of £4,000. Living in the district, and 
knowing the way it has gone ahead, I cannot see it. How 
long do they say the loss will continue ? 

197. They say it would be an annual loss ?—Then I can- 
not agree with them. 

198. You hold the opinion that if the line is constructed 
it will be a paying proposition 1—I do. 

199. Mr. Doe.| In regard to the establishment of work- 
ers’ homes there, do you know of any material, locally, 
such as stone or timber, which would assist handy workers 
in building their own homes ?—There is nothing like that 
in the district, but men building their homes nowadays do 
not use green timber, They go in for the recognised 
oregon pine or hardwood. ‘There is a fine pottery there, 
where they make tiles, and there are the Punchbowl 
brickworks and the Bankstown brickworks, while there are 
plenty of local timber yards. 

200. Is there any stone nearvy which could be opened 
up ?—Yes, there is a fine lot of stone just in Bankstown, 
up from the Punchbowl! station. 

201. Is there any stone on the land that these men 
would be taking up, or just near it ?—I do not think so. 


Is it 
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Witnesses—C. W. Phillips, 24 January, and 8S. T. Dick, 25 January, 1928. 


Charles William Phillips, road contractor, Potts Hull, 
Lidcombe, sworn, and examined :— 


202, Mr. Burke.| You- have heard the evidence of Mr. 
Simmat and Mr. Coleman. Do you endorse it, generally ?— 
Yes. 

203. Are yon well acquainted with Bankstown ?—I live 
just on the Lidcombe side of the dividing line, a little north 
of Bankstown. 

204. Do you think this tramway should be taken right 
down to Bankstown railway station, or would you favour 
the proposal that it should terminate at Liverpool-road, at 
the top of Chapel-street !—My idea would be to link up 
with the Regent’s Park—Bankstown line, without dropping 
down on to the lower ground at all. 

205. You prefer that to going dowa to Bankstown 
station 1—I see no particular advantage in bringing it to 
the Bankstown station. 

206. You would be more favourable to its stopping at 
Chapel-road !—Yes, providing it is to be built in the very 
near future. 

207. How far is Bankstown from George’s River ?—6 or 
8 miles. 

208. Do you think there would be any material advan- 
tage to Bankstown from bringing the line to the station, 
for the purpose of making George’s Rivera popular resort !— 
Yes, and there is a very large residential area there, too. 

209. At the present time that area is served by the 
railway ?—Just so. 

210. Do you think it would bring the people from Enfield 
and that district to George’s River, and popularise it as a 
pleasure resort!—Yes, and right away down from the 
western suburbs. 

211. The council clerk emphasised the fact that George’s 
River is such a fine pleasure resort that it would have the 
effect of bringing the people there. You endorse that ¢— 
Very strongly. Every holiday the people from Lidcombe, 
Flemington, Homebush, and right along that district make 
for George’s River, taking the bus from Bankstown station. 

212. At present it is being served intermittently by 
buses !— Yes. 

213. But there is no facility for the people to go from 
Liverpool-road, and that area, down to the buses /—That is’ 
sO. 
214. Have land values along the Liverpool-road advanced 
recently 1/—They are advancing very considerably. To-day, 
land on the Liverpool-road is being sold at £3 15s. a foot. 

215. What would have been a fair average price pre- 
viously ?-- About 30s. 

216. Is there any special reason for that rise ?—The 
expectation of the railway coming. 

217. With respect to the marshalling yards, it is stated 
that the employces would live in the vicinity, or as near as 
possible. Do you think it would be so ?—I think it would 
be just the natural home for them-—-an ideal spot. It is 
higher ground than Enfield, and just in the direction where 
they would aim to go for cheaper land. 


THURSDAY, 25 


218. Do you think it would be cheap enough for work- 
men to take up ¢—I think so. 

219. The bus stops in the vicinity of the marshalling 
yards at Chullora. Do you think that would be a good 
feeder for the proposed new line !—Well, from the mar- 
shalling yards out towards Bankstown I think it would be, 

220. Would not the present Chullora bus serve a fairly 
large extent of that route to Chullora?—In some degree, 
yes, but I do not think they are capable of coping with the 


trafic. 
221, It is over 7 miles to Bankstown station, is it not? 
—Yes. 


222, Have you ever scen the motor-buses which ply 
from Bankstown station to George’s River /—On several 
occasions, more particularly on holidays, 

225, There would not be much doing outside of holidays? 
—Yes, there is avery iair business. East Hills is becoming 
very much taken up. 

224. Jf the tram were taken to Bankstown station 
would it popularise George’s River, and cause settlement 
there ?—I think some communication is needed nearer to 
George’s River than Bankstown. I think it should go 
straight down to the river. 

225. You do not think the buses can serve that ?—They 
cannot, possibly. 

226. Do you think we should have bus competition with 
the trams over this new route !—Seeing that the buses are 
competing with almost every tram, I should say that there 
might be competition. 

227. Are buses plying there now ?—Not that I know 
of—not from the marshalling yards to Bankstown. 

228. If they are not plying already, you would not 
consider it would be a great inducement for them to do so 
if the tram went there?—Some hundreds of acres are 
waiting to be built on. 

229, Have you noticed any increases in land values at 
Bankstown ?—They have been enormous within the last 
five years. They are almost coming up to city valuations. 

230. Generally speaking, you are favourable to the con- 
struction of the tram ?—Very much so, and the railway, 
equally. 

231. You are not particular whether the tram terminates 
at the top of Chapel-street or runs down to Bankstown 
station !—Geographically, I think it would be a better 
termination if it joined with the Regent’s Park line. 

232. That means that you think it should terminate at 
present at the top of Chapel-station!/—Yes, with the 
understanding that it links up later with the other line. I 
should like to see the other line first, 

233. From Bankstown to the top of Chapel-street is 
about three-quarters of a mile !—Scarcely so far, I think. 
I might say, in passing, that there is a very fine quarry 
just near there. Mr. Coleman did not seem to know cof it, 
but it is one of the finest quarries in the district, and it 
is just close to what would be the terminus. The Water 
and Sewerage Board has taken out about 100,000 yards 
of stone in the last four years. ; 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Enfield to Bankstown. 


Selby Tomlin Dick, engineer, Woodbine street, Bankstown, 
sworn, and examined :— 


234. Chairman.| You desire to give the Committee some 
evidence on the proposed Enfield to Bankstown tramway 
line?—f have my views, but if you have any question 
you would like to ask I shall do my best to answer it, I 
support the line, 


235. For what reasons?—There are a great number of 
people living around there wno have no convenient means 
of transportation. They live over a mile from the nearest 
railway station. <A lot of other persons have small allot- 
ments of land, and there is not the slightest doubt they 


are waiting for means of access before buildirg, 


Maram? 
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236. Where would you say the bulk of those people who 
are inconvenienced in that way are situated !—I think a 
number of them are in the railway service, and work at 
Eveleigh. I produce a map which shows the district. It 
is proposed that the tramway shall go to the intersection 
of Chapel-road and Liverpool-road. Within a half mile 
radius of that intersection, according to a census which was 
taken in November, 1921, by the Bankstown Progress 
Association, there were 1,498 persons living there. There 
are furtlier sections, both to the east and west, where there 
is other settlement. Tf live in that locality myself. 

237. The people within the circle you mentioned are 
likely to be benefited by the tram. But going further 
towards Bankstown, how many people live there who are 
left out of your calculation ;—are they only those people 
who now live within a quarter of a mile of Bankstown 
railway station 1— Yes. 

233. The circle you have mentioned really includes, then, 
the greater number of the people to be served by the 
tramway !—Hardly. There are a good many others, living 
towards Hillerest-avenue and Noble-avenue, who would be 
left out. Then along the Lidcombe-road, there are people who 
are more than half a mile away, and are inconvenienced 
by their distance from the train. 

239, Would they use the tram, if it were built ?-- Yes. 
There are also a number of people living towards Highland- 
avenue, Dutton-street, and William-street. 


240. Would they be likely to use the tram, if it were 
constructed !—They would divide their journeys, probably, 
between the tram and the Bankstown railway. There are 
others, living along Cooper-road, who would use the tram. 


241. You mentioned something about the workers at 
the railway workshops. Did you mean the marshalling 
yards !—I meant the shops at Eveleigh. Of course there 
may be some from the marshalling yards, too, but I know 
there are workers at Eveleigh who have land up there, and 
who would be glad to build on it, if they had means of 
transportation, 

242. There are some workshops being built north of the 
marshalling yards, are there not !—Yes. 

243, Have you ennsidered whether the starting of those 
works is likely to bring any influx of popu'ation into the 
district ?—I think it would. J think a lot of the 
employees would like to live around there. 


244. What effect would the construction of the railway 
from Bankstown to Regent’s Park have on tke problem of 
settling the people along that tract of country !—In my 
opinion, if that line goes through it will have a big effect in 
quickly developing the district, and the influx of popula- 
tion will be rapid. The new railway would cater for a lot 
of them, but I think the tram would get a lot of them too. 

245. Does the district generally offer advantages as a 
suitable one for building operations ?—Very suitable. It 
is a nice place to live in, and practically all the land is 
more or less sloping. It is high country, and not very 
steep. In every way it is suitable building land. It has 
a nice drainage slope. ; 

246. What are the land values like up there?—Some 
land was cut up the other day, and I understand was sold 
for £3 a foot, which is not far from the proposed new 
section of railway. It goes all the way from about £2 a 
foot up to £3 10s. A Jot of it sells at £2. A good deal 
of the land has been cut up lately. 


247. Mr. Mahony.| Do you think the prospects for that 
propose tram line are as good as they were for the line 
between Ashfield and Mortlake ;—do you thiak it would 
be as successful as the Mortlake tram?—Yes, I have not 
been over the Mortlake tram route lately, but I was there 
a couple of years ago, and I suppose the population has 
increased since then. I do not think this tram would pay 
for the first year or so, but after that I think it would look 
up rapidly. 

218. Is the population around the Mortlake district 
fa‘rly dense ?—It was not when 1 was there last. 

249, Are you employed in the Evelcigh railway shops ?— 
No, I am not in the railway service. 
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200. You say that men working there have allotments of 
land in this district, and in all probability would build 
there if the tramway were constructed ? - Iam certain some 
of them would, 

251. Are there many houses from Enfield to Chullora ?— 
I have not taken very much notice, but from what I have 
seen I think the number is increasing rapidly. 

252, The Railway Commissioners say that it is very 
sparsely populated round there /- Yes, but it is filling in 
quickly, in comparison with other places, 

253. Do you think the proposed route is the best possible 
route to suit the district }—Yes ; regardless of any personal 
interest, I do think so. 

254. Are you in favour of the tram going right to the 
Bankstown station ?—The conference which was held on 
the matter agreed unanimously that we wanted it as far as 
Chapel-road, ani that if it were decided later to extend it 
then there were no objections. There would be no objection, 
I think, if it were decided to extend it the other way—to 
Little-read. 

255, The Ashfield-Mortlake tram has not been very suc- 
cessful. Since 1912 there has been a loss upon it of 
£92,000 ;—do you think this line, in your district, would 
be more successful than that. Last year they lost £7,854 
on the Ashfield—Mortlake tram ?—I do not think a tram- 
way along the Liverpool-road would be a failure like that. 

- The country around there would develop so quickly that I 
think it would be on the right side of the ledger in a year 
or two. Messrs. Babcock and Wilcox have built new 
works there, and the district around Regent’s Park seems 
to be a coming industrial district. That all will help this 
proposed new tram, The wives and families of the workers, 
also, would use the tram. 

256. Do you think that this proposed tramway would 
suit the workers of Babcock and Wilcox’s factory, or would 
the Regent’s Park railway line suit them better ?—It 
would, as far as workmen getting to Regent’s Park is 
concerned, but twost of them would be married men, and 
their wives and families would use the tramway to go to 
Enfield and Burwood, and such centres, for shopping, or 
to attend social functions, &c. 

257. How would they get from Regent’s Park to this 
tramline?—A number of those people would live on the 
Bavkstown side of Regent’s Park, and they would be 
within reasonable distance of the tram. Regent’s Park 
requirements are not the main reason for this tram, but 
they would help in making it pay. 

258. Mr. Drummond.] In what condition is the read 
between Bankstown and Enfield ?—For most of the distance 
it is in very good order. It was done up recently. 

259. You have a motor-bus running as far as Chullora 
at present ;—does that serve the area effectively /—No, it 
serves only a portion of it, 

260. It would feed from a certain distance on each side 
of the road, the same as the tramway, would it not. The 
people would come from a quarter of a mile on either side of 
the road to pick up the bus ?—Yes, to a certain extent, but 
there is a lot of the district further on that it does not serve, 

261. Occasionally it runs to Bankstown, does it not ?— 
It runs to Bankstown station. 

262, Is it a regular service?—It is advertised as a 
regular service, but I have not had any experience of 
using it. 

263. Suppose this tram-line were constructed, do you not 
think the bus would enter into active competition with 
it?+—It might, to a certain extent, but most persons would 
sooner ‘ride in a tram than in the bus. The buses jolt and 
shake too much, and will never run as smoothly as the 
trams. 

264, When the line is constructed the tramway author- 
ities are lable to construct a trafficable road ; would that 
not bring the bus into active competition with the tram ?— 
It appears that way. 

265, Suppose a good road were constructed, do you 
think, in view of the present sparse population, the bus 
trafic woald meet the needs of the people for several years ? 
—It might for a little while, but I do net think it would 
for very long. 
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266. Generally speaking, what is the opinion of the 
residents of the district as to the present bus service ?— 
They do not like it. Most of them say it would be a 
godsend if there were a tram there. If there were a tram 
T should not use the bus. 

267. How long does it take to travel from Bankstown 
to Sydney by the average train ?—About three quarters of 
an hour. 

268. What is really the argument in favor of carrying 
this line right through to Bankstown. Why not have it 
stopped at the junction of Chapel-road with Liverpool- 
road ?—There was a conference at Enfield, at which the 
Bankstown, Burwood, and Enfield Councils were rspre- 
sented, together with the Bankstown Progress Associat.on. 
It was unanimously agreed that we wanted the tram to go 
to that point, but if the Government is prepared to catry 
the tram any further than that, in either direction, that is, 
either to Bankstown station or further along, I do not think 
any of us have any objection. We were allagreed that the 
tram was needed as far as Chapel-road. The conference 
was not unanimous about having it extended to Bankstown, 
or even to Little-road. 

269. What is your personal opinion ;—do ycu think it 
would be of advantage to carry it to Bankstown ?—My 
opinion is that the first cost of construction would be rather 
heavy, because it is somewhere about three-quarters of a 
mile from the intersection of those roads to the Bankstown 
station, and the grade is exceptionally heavy for about half 
the distance. 

270. Would it be more than 1 in 15?—Yes, I think 
it would be a bit more than that, for nearly half the 
distance. 

271. For people wishing to get to the city quickly, do 
you think it would be an advantage to carry the tramway 
to the Bankstown station?—No, not from that point of 
view. 

272. Do you think they would go to the city vid 
Enfield ?—I think most of them would take the train to the 
city from Bankstown station. 

273. Would they walk to Bankstown station !—Tnose 
who live around the station within a quarter of a mile 
would do so. 

274. And if they were within a quarter of a mile of the 
tram they would take the tram ?—NSo far as I can see there 
is no decided advantage about continuing the line to the 
Bankstown station. People close to the Bankstown station 
are well catered for already. If it were taken along 
Little-road it would serve a lot of people who live over one 
mile from the Bankstown station, and it would develop the 
area on the north side of the Liverpool-road, besides which, 
it would be a fairly level extension. 

275. Mr. Travers.) You spoke about having had a 
census taken in November, 1921, which disclosed a popu- 
lation of 1,498 persons within a radius of half a mile from 
the intersection of Liverpool-road and Chapel-road ;—would 
the greater number of those people be living to the north- 
ward of that intersection, or in the direction of Bankstown 
station ?—As nearly as I can remember, the greater number 
of them would be living en the Liverpool-road, and in the 
section to the north of the Liverpool-road. 

276. Does that mean that the majority of them would 
be living to the northward of the intersection of Liverpool- 
road with Chapel-road !— Yes, 

277. If you take a half-mile radius from that intersection 
you are pretty close to Bankstown. The circle would come 
about a quarter of a mile from the station or thereabouts. 
Quite a large number of people in that radius, therefore, 
are served by the Bankstown line ?—Some of them are. 

278. Would you not say that anyone living within half 
a mile of Bankstown station is fairly well served now 
with the Bankstown railway !—Yes, fairly well. 

279. Well, what advantage would the line give from the 
point of view of linking up Bankstown and Enfield, apart 
altogether from the promotion of settlement, which a 
tramway always brings about ?—There are people who live 
not far from the Bankstown station, in the direction of 
this proposed section of the line, who often want to get 


over towards Enfield and Burwood. They want to get 
towards the main suburban railway line, and they would 
use this tram line. I would use it myself. 

280. Would there be much interchange in traffic like 
that ?—A fair amount of it, [ think. 

281. Have you noticed much increase in residential 
settlement in the Bankstown district /—Yes, and that is 
why I am so confident that this tram would pay after a 
while. 

282. Mr. Doe.| You said that in your judgment the line 
should be continued along to Little-road?—That is my 
personal opinion ; and that should be the terminus. 

283. What should be the objective beyond Little-road, 
if an extension were decided upon later. Is there anything 
beyond there likely to develop into a centre which would 
give any tram traffic worth mentioning The country is 
being settled around Wilkins-strect, but beyond there I do 
not know much about it. 

284. Do you think this tram would be more likely to be 
payable if, instead of running down Liverpool-road to 
Chapel-road and towards the Bankstown station, the line 
were continued from the intersection of Chapel-road with 
Liverpool-road down to Little-road !-—Yes, I feel very sure 
about that. 

285, You do not appear to be very strong in your 
opinion as regards the continuation of this tram to Banks- 
town station !—No, I am not, as far as the good of the 
district is concerned, though it would suit my personal 
convenience. 

286. What is the distance between the Enfield tram and 
this Chapel-road intersection !—About 44 miles, I think. 

287. And how far is it from the intersection of Liverpool 
and Chapel roads to Bankstown ?—About three-quarter of 
a mile. 

288. And your opinion is that if the tram were run along 
Liverpool-road the people living between Liverpool.road 
and Bankstown station would be amply served. They 
would only have three-eighths of a mile to go, to get either 
a tram or a train ?—That is about right. 

289. You do not think there is any real necessity for the 
line to go to Bankstown station !—No. 

290. Looking at it from the point of view of the railway 
men who live in the Bankstown district, do you not think 
that to continue the line to Bankstown would be a very 
great convenience, in order to get them to and from their 
work ?— Yes, but there are others, living in other directions, 
who would be just as much bencfited if the tramway 
were taken to thei. 

291 Is there a great deal of vacant land there!—It is a 
new place opening up, and there are quite a number of new 
buildings. 

292. In the neighbourhood of William and Fenwick 
streets the land is very high, and is suitable for building ?— 
Absolutely. 

293. You are of opinion that the land out there is suffi- 
ciently cheap at present to induce workmen to build homes 
there 1—Yes. 

294. Is this amongst the best of the districts offering 
inducements to workmen to get blocks upon which they can 
build homes cheaply ?—The land is to be obtained at a 
reasonable price, but there is good land in Woodbine and 
Avoca streets, which is cheaper, You can get it there from 
25s. to 35s. a foot. 


Arthur Bransgrove, hotelkeeper, Liverpool-road, 
Bankstown, sworn, and examined :— 


295. Mr. Travers.| How long have you been living in 
the district +—For fifteen years, permanently, but on and 
off for thirty years. 

296. Are you supporting this tramway ?—Yes. Some 
seven or eight years ago I gave evidence on the same pro 
posal, when Mr. Flowers was Chairman of the Public 
Works Committee. The Committee then was in favour of 
building the tram for a certain distance, but circum- 
stances delayed the matter. I am satisfied that the district 
requires another means of communication. At present i 
has only one, although it is a district which is 29 square 


miles in extent, and is steadily developing. This proposed 
tram line does not run anywhere near the railway line in 
such a way as to get into competition. There are prac- 
tically no large estates, for it has all been cut up into 
small blocks, except the land which is owned by the 


Government, between Chullora and the proposed terminus. 


Large works are in course of construction at Chullora, and 
when they are completed I think the men will want to live 
close to those works. It will be to the interest of the 
Government to have their employees living close by, I 
believe that with that object in view the Government 
acquired a large arca of land there upon which to build 
workmen's homes. 

297. You have noticed the trend of residential settlement 
in that area; in which direction does it lie—northward, 
towards Chapel-road, or southward, towards East Hills ?— 
It has been pretty general. North of Liverpool-road T. 
M. Burke recently acquired an area of 70 acres, which have 
now been cut up and practically all sold in small blocks. 
I think there is only one estate which has not been cut up, 
and that is a fairly big block owned by Mr. Dalwood. 
On the south side of Liverpool-road it. has all been cut up. 

298. Taking a radius of half a mile from Bankstown 
station, would you look upon that as being fairly well 
settled 1—Yes. 

299, And if this line were constructed would you expect 
as good results to follow within half a mile of it?—Well, 
no. It is fourteen years since the Bankstown line was 
built. It was considered then that it would not be a pay- 
ing proposition, but it soon developed into one, and was 
very cheap there, and lots of people came along. They 
could buy a block for £10 or £15, They got permission 
from the council to erect a couple of rooms, and thus they 
got away from the rent problem. But to-day the land in 
the vicinity of the Liverpool-road is nearly all sold. The 
population is creeping up very fast, but I would not say 
that there could be as rapid development there as there 
was at the Bankstown station, where the developmentewas 
simply wonderful. 

300. When the railway is built from Bankstown to 
Regent’s Park will that offer any relief to the people living 
in the district ?—-It must do so. 

301. What about the people to the south of Bankstown 
station ?—It will hardly offer any relief to them. 

302. Suppose they wanted to go in the direction of 
Regent’s Park and Lidcombe ?—It would help them in that 
way. 
303. Apart from the promotion of settlement, what 
advantage would the line confer upon Bankstown by link- 
ing it up with Enfield ?—Up till now I have always been 
an advocate of exterding the line from Enfield to the 
Bankstown station. However, during the last two or 
three years circumstances have changed. When the pro- 
posed extension from Bankstown to Regent’s Park is built 
it will intercept the Liverpool road at a point which I con- 
sider would be a more natural point for the tramway to go 
to. You would then escape the big hill, and there would 
be no land resumptions necessary. You could not now run 
a tramline down Chapel-road to Bankstown station without 
resumption. One point I wouid like to mention is that the 
tramway from Lidcombe-road to Burwood station would 
only mean a journey of about twenty minutes, and it would 
link up with a fast train, so that the through journey to 
Sydney could be made in from thirty to thirty-five minutes. 

304, If the line is not connected with Bankstown 
would it not mean that people living at Enfield or Bur- 
wood who wanted to reach Bankstown by this way would 
have to get out and walk three-quarters of a mile ?—-Yes, 
but there will not be a great number of people who will 
want to do that. People wanting to go from Bankstown 
to Ashfield would take the train to Campsie, and go across 
in that way. It would be shorter. 

305. Speaking generally, do you think that the land 
traversed by this proposed tramway is suitable for settle- 
ment?—I do not think you would find better building 
land anywhere around Sydney. 

306. Mr. Burke.| Suppose the line were carried to the 
point you suggest are the shopping facilities on the Liver 
pool-road equal to those at Bankstown ?—No. 
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307. If the people in that area wanted to go to Banks- 
town to do their shopping it would be a bit awkward to 
have to walk three-quarters of a mile?—They walk now, 
but if a tram goes to that point it would develop a shopping 
centre there. 

308. Have you observed land values along the Liverpool- 
road ?—The land there, with the exception of Mr. Dal- 
wood’s block, is held by men who have small blocks, and 
it is gradually being built on. That is on the south side 
of Liverpool-road, 

309. If a witness said that within the last few weeks 
land had gone up in value from £2 10s. to £3 15s. a foot, 
would that be correct ?—No. The only land sold there in 
that time has been sold by T. M. Burke, who subdivided a 
70-acre block. That brought about £3 a foot on the Liver- 
pool-road frontage. I do not say it was worth it, but it is* 
beautiful high building land, and must have a good future. 
I think the price was rather high, though. 

310. You do not think there would be an undue inflation 
in values of land if the tramway were built which would 
preclude workmen from establishing homes there ?—No, 
The land on the other side of the line is all held by small 
men ; it is what is called Greenacres Park. It is close to 
the Liverpool-road, and on the proposed route. 

311. You do not know of any speculators who are unduly 
inflating the price of land to-day?—No, The block cut up 
by T. M. Burke is nearly half a mile away from the pro- 
posed terminus of the tram. 

312. Have you noticed the operations of the bus along 
the Liverpool-road ?—The bus is from Burwood, and turns 
down Stacey-street. 

313. In your opinion would Bankstown suffer any hard- 
ship by the tramway stopping at the point you suggest /— 
I think it is the best proposal ; it would be cheaper for the 

Jovernment than running a line to the Bankstown station. 
Tf at any time they wanted to link with the railway line 
there would be the advantage that they would then have 
the choice of three routes from that point. 

314. It was suggested thatif this line were run down to 
Bankstown station it would have the effect of popularising 
George’s River, by bringing the population down to it !— 
But to get to George’s River you would have to extend the 
tram line for ancther 6 miles. 

315. The argument was that buses ply there ?—But that 
is only holiday traftic. 

316. Would it induce a large number of people to use 
George’s River as a pleasure resort?—A large number do 
so now, but they have a proposition for a railway line from 
Bankstown station to George’s river. 

317. You still do not think that would be sufficient 
reason for extending it down there ?—I do not. 

318. What prospect is there of industrial undertakings 
coming into existence in that area ?—They are erecting 
workshops now at Regent’s Park, but this proposal has no 
bearing on that. There is a lot of vacant land between 
this point and Regent’s Park station, which is a distance 
of 1} miles. That will be sold, and workmen who would 
be employed at Regent’s Park will live there. Nearer 
Sydney there will be new workshops, and I fail to see how 
the persons they will employ will be able to get to this 
locality without some means of access. There is a bus to 
Chullora, but that might be taken off at any time. 

319. The men working there would naturally settle 
there ?—J think so. They could not get a better place. 
They can buy plenty of land there for £1 a foot on the 
south side of Liverpool-road, and within half a mile of the 
workshops that are being erected. 

340, When the railway to Bankstown was established 
Bankstown was very sparsely populated ?—There was not 
one house there. 

321. Do you think the growth in this district would 
compare with that at Bankstown ?—-It could not increase 
to the same extent. Bankstown had the advantage of 
drawing people from all round. But people must build on 
this high portion, because it is the finest part of Banks- 
town. 

322. Suppose they were to establish a line of buses along 
Liverpool-road, in the event of a tramway being established, 
which would you travel by—the bus or the tram ?—The 
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tram, because it would be cheaper. I believe the present 
busman charges ls, from Bankstown to Burwood station, 
but the tram would be cheaper than that. 

323. But he would bring his price down when the tram 
started ?—Probably. They generally do. People would 
be going to a very fine shopping area at Burwood. 

324. Mr. Doe.| You appear to be of the same opinion es 
the previous witness—Mr. Dick—as regards the wisdom of 
terminating this line at some point along Liverpool-rcad, 
instead of running to Bankstown. Azcd you think that 
would meet all the needs for the time being. What point 
do you think it should run to?—The intersection of the 
Liverpool and Lidcombe roads. 

325, That would serve the new workshops the Hailway 
Commissioners are building !— Yes. 

326. You think that although it is officially cstimated 
there will be a considerable loss at the beginning, the 
“impetus given to the district would be of such a character 
that in a few years it would be.a paying concern t-.-Yes, 
Particularly as we have the added argument supplied by 
the Government workshops. 

327. It is estimated that 7,000 persons will be employed 
there. The Superintendent of Tramways told us that, 
assuming the men would have to be carried to and from 
their work, the Railway Commissioners would run work- 
men’s trains to the ¢lace, and therefore this tram would 
not be of much service !—Mr. Hodgson was giving evidence 
regarding the proposed line from Bankstown to Regent’s 
Park, and he was asked if he would consider the question 
of using the Flemington to Wardell-road railway for the 
carriage of passengers, He said he would not, but that the 
line must be reserved for stock. He said the only persons 
they would carry would be their own workmen. 

328. There are a lot of people who would lke to live 
close to their work. I asked Mr. Doran, when he was 
giving evidence, on 19th December, the following questions, 
to which he answered as stated :— 


Would not the fact that 7,000 men were working in the locality 


be a special inducement to warrant the construction of the proposed 
tramway, and would it not tend to make it a payable proposition ?— 
I think that the railway authorities would prefer to have the 


communication they suggest—a tramway from Pelmore, They are 
already running a departmental train there, and I think on the 
average it runs every two hours between Canterbiry and Clyde. I 
think that when the workshops are completed a passenger train will 
be run regularly, and it would deprive the proposed tramway of a 
lot of revenue. 

It is evidently the intention of the Railway Commissioners to do 
that ?—I should think~so, but I have no warrant for saying so. 


? —That is a contradiction of what Mr. Hodgson said in 
his evidence. He said they would not use the line for 
passenger service, except to carry their workmen. 

329. Mr. Doe.| That docs not make any provision for 
the men who will settle in the locality !—-No, and the 
natural tendency of men who have a permanent job is to 


.try to get as close to thir work as they can, and more 


particularly if they can get a block of land cheaply. 

330. Mr. Drwmmond.| If the Raiiway Commissioners 
were preparcd to handle passenger traftic over that con- 
nection, and this line was constructed to the marshalling 
yards, they would handle practically all the traffic between 
Enfield and, say, half-a-mile radius from this line. If they 
were prepared to handle passengers they would then be 
serving the whole population within half a mile of that 
point!—If they would, that would be an advantage to 
people who wanted to go down to the Bankstown line; but 
the Commissioners have no works at Regent’s Park. 

331. The area immediately in the vicinity and towards 
Enfield would be very well served by the railway Jine and 
the tramway line to Enfield ?—A line through there would 
not serve any area that is any good. It would strike the 
Water and Sewerage Board’s area, the land occupied by 
the Charities Department, and the Rookwood cemetery. 
No population would ever settle about there which could 
ever use the railway line for any purpose. 

332. What would be the width of the areas of land so 
held?—They hold the whole lot right through. . Imme- 
diately the line leaves Regent’s Park it strikes the Water 
Board’s area. Then it runs through the Rookwood Model 
Farm, which is under the Charities Department, and 
through a portion of the Rookwood cemetery right into 
the marshalling yards. It could not be used for any 
general purpose. 
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The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHa4irman). 
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The Hon. Joun Travurs. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony, 


Francis Micuart Burkr, Kea, 
WituiaM CaMERon, Esa. 


Brian James Dor, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Enfield to Bankstown. 


Victor Cornfield, licensed surveyor, Somerset House, 


Martin-place, Sydney, sworn and examined :— 

333, Chairman.| Are you well acquainted with the dis- 
trict from Enfield to Bankstown !—Yes, I have worked in 
that district for many years. 

334. Have you ever considered the proposal for linking 
up Enfield with Bankstown by a tramway, and whether 
the proposal is likely to be a paying one !—Yes, I have 
discussed it with many persons in the district, and every- 
body regards it as being very necessary, There is a lot of 
very good land there which is fit for close building settle- 
ment, and the cnly thing which is retarding its progress is 
the want of communication, 

335, At present how would you describe the settlement 
from Enfield to where the proposed tramway crosses at the 
head of the marshalling yards ;-—is it sparsely settled ?—It 
is now. Iam at present subdividing a large area of build- 
ing land just on the Enfield side of the marshalling yards, 
and there will be room there for about 1,200 houses, which 
will eventually be built in that section. At present settle- 
ment is extending towards the marshalling yards, and as 
far as Strathfield Park. Building is going on very rapidly 
in that particular locality, 


336. Proceeding further along the proposed route in the 
direction of Bankstown, what are the possibilities of 
further development there in the way of settlement? 
Very large. You will have the marshalling yards there, 
which will give employment to a large number of men who 
will want to live close to their worx. That will bring 
secondary industries in the way of shops to provide for 
their requirements. A lot of people will have to travel 
backwards and forwards from the more densely-populated 
portions of Sydney to those works. There is a rotor bus 
there now, but some means of more rapid transit would be 
of wonderful advantage. 

337. With regard to the men to be employed in the 
marshalling yards, the Railway Commissioners make this 
statement :— 


Whilst it is anticipated that when the railway marshalling yards 
and deparimental workshops are fully established at Enfield over 
7,000 men will be employed, it was considered by the railway 
authorities that the best means of travel for the employees would 
ke by a tramway connection between Enfield and Belmore. 


Of course that is a matter of opinion. I would not ques- 
tion the opinion of the Railway Commissioners, but my 
own opinion is that this would be equally as good a route 
as the other, 


338. Do you anticipate that a fair proportion of those 
7,000 men would prefer to live somewhere near their 
work !—Undoubtedly. ‘The working-man has to be on 
his job at 7.30 in the morning and does not get home till 
late in the evening, and it is the first essential with him 
that he must live near his employment. He wants to get 
from his job to his home in about ten minutes. 

339. As the problem presents itself now, it will be 
necessary for these men to buy their own allotments, and 
build, or to rent buildings which somebody else would 
build along the course of this proposed tram line ?—Yes. 
There is nothing there to provide for them at present. 

340. Are the prices of allotments there now such as 
would tend towards the settlement of a fairly large work- 
ing population !—Under the regulations of the Strathfield 
Council the land there is cut up to about five blocks to the 
acre ; that is to say, into allotments about 45 feet by 150 
feet. This land at present can be got for about £2 10s. or 
£3 a foot. It is very good land, upon which a man can 
build a decent home. 

341. You regard it as being suitable for fairly close 
settlement from the point of view of height, drainage, 
outlook, and so on?—Yes, It is an area well suited for 
subdivision for residence. I am speaking of the land 
between Enfield and the marshalling yards. 

342. Would your remarks not apply then to the section 
from the marshalling yards to Bankstown?—As regards 
its suitability for subdivision I have not sufticiently investi- 
gated it to say. There is a lot of low-lying country, 
speaking from superficial observation, though if one took 
the levels it might be found that it could be utilised. 

343. Mr. Mahony.| Do you know the tramway running 
from Ashfield to Mortlake, and through Enfield !—Yes. 

344. That passes through a district suitable for residen- 
tial purposes ?—Yes. It is a well-settled district alveady. 

345. Do you think a line from Enfield to Bankstown 
would have as good prospects of success as that line ?--I 
think it would have even a better prospect, because it 
would tap a lot of country beyorid Bankstown. There is 
always the prospect of a continuation of the line. 

346. Would you suggest any alternative route for this 
line ;—would you run it right to Bankstown station, or 
would you prefer that it should take off higher up?—I 
have not studied the question in detail sufficiently to say. 

347. Mr. Burke.| Do you reside in that district ?—No. 
I know the country beyond the marshalling yards, but not 
in detail. 

348. Suppose you lived half-way along that route of the 
tramway, and the tram were in existence, what means 
would you adopt to get to Sydney ?—I should go by tram 
to the nearest station. 

349, Do you think it would be nearer for you to go to 
Burwood station than to go to Bankstown and to come down 
that line ?—If the tramway were constructed to Bankstown 
station, and I were close to that station, I should go there. 

350. Suppose you were about midway ?—Then it would 
be six of one and half a dozen of the other. 

351. Suppose the tramway. were not constructed all the 
way to Bankstown station, would you then go to Bankstown 
station to get to Sydney ?-——It would depend on where the 
end of the line was. ; 

352. There is a proposal to terminate at Chapel-street !— 
From Chapel-strect to Bankstown would be a very short 
walk, and it would be all down hill. 

353. How long does it take the train to come to Sydney 
from Bankstown ?—About forty minutes. 

354. How long would it take to go to Burwood, and 
then come to Sydney !—Jf you connected with a through 
train it would take about the same time. 

355. If you lived about half-way along the line, then it 
would be shorter to go to Burwood?—It would be much 
more convenient. You would avoid the walk from Chapel- 
street to Bankstown station. . 

356. Would the construction of this tramway be o 
convenience to persons wishing to come to Sydney by way 
of Burwood ?—-Yes, it would save them a long walk, which 
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people like to avoid, particularly in the summer months. 
I am in favour of it, undoubtedly, and I have no personal 
interest in the district of any kind. 

357. Do you think it would be a good thing for Banks- 
town if the line were run down to the Bankstown station ! 
—I do not think it would benefit Bankstown very much, 
because they have a very good train service, which supplies 
all the means of transport necessary for Bankstown itself. 

358. Would you favour the terminus being at Chapel- 
road, or Bankstown station ?—It is not along walk from 
Chapel-road to Bankstown. The people could do it com- 
fortably from either end. 

359. You think it would serve all purposes if it termin- 
ated at Chapel-road !—It would serve 95 per cent. of the 
requirements. 

360. The argument has been used that if the line went 
to Bankstown station it would open up George’s River asa 
pleasure resort ?—No. The train does all that. 

361. If. Doe.] In addition to the suggestion that the 
line should terminate at Chapel-road, there is a suggestion 
that it should go to Little-street. What is your opinion as 
to the advantage that would be gained if the line were to 
terminate at Little-street ?—I consider that the extension 
of that line for about half a mile beyond the proposed ter- 
minus would be a good idea, because it would serve for a 
radiation towards the Bankstown station. 

362. There is a sharp bend at Chapel-street along Liver- 
pool-road, about 60 chains north from Bankstown station, 
and it has been suggested that we should carry the line on 
towards the proposed line to Regent’s Park ’—I think that 
is a good suggestion. There is an idea that the Regent’s 
Park line will open up more residential and manufacturing 
areas, and there will be a lot of people along the Liverpool- 
road who will build there. Liverpool-road follows a ridge, 
and the land is high. : 

363. Then they could go eitker to Regent’s Park or back 
to Bankstown, or aleng the other way, to Burwood. You 
think it would be a good connection ?— Undoubtedly. 

364. What is the price of land along that high ridge ; 
from 50s. to £3 a foot ?—It would be about that generally. 

365. The anticipated loss on the line, as between Enfield 
and Bankstown, is officially estimated at nearly £4,000 a 
year ’—For how long ? 

366. We are not told that. Do you think that the 
development in that district would be of such a character 
as to reduce or wipe out that expected loss within a reason- 
able time ’--Yes. I think that district, particularly with 
the industrial stimulus given by the marshalling yards and 
with railway facilities, must go ahead. The first essential 
is cheap land, and the second is transport. With these 
there will be a great incentive to manufacturing develop- 
ment. 

367. You think that within a reasonable time it is likely 
to be equal to anything around the city of Sydney, as far 
as passenger traftic is concerned 1—I think the trattic will 
be equal to anything in the outlying suburbs of Sydney. A 
lot of people are travelling there now. ‘There is very little 
rooin in the buses. 

368. What do the buses charge, between Enfield and 
Chapel-road?—They charged me 9d. the other day, from 
the Broadway at Enfield to Bankstown station—about 
24 miles. 

369. Mr. Travers.| Has the establishment of the work- 
shops and marshalling yards had anything to do with the 
cutting up of the estates you speak of —There is no ques- 
tion about it. ‘That is one of the inducements for people 
to subdivide their land. They feel that there will be a 
demand for it. 

370. Taking the last five years as a basis, has the Enfield 
tramway had anything to do with stimulating settlement in 
that district ?—Yes, it has brought a lot of people prac- 
tically to the borders of the marshalling yards. Right up 
to Strathfield Park there is now a very good class of work- 
ing men’s homes, costing up to £800 or £1,000 each. They 
cannot go any further at present, because they would have 
too far to walk. 
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371. You think that if the tram were continued to 
Bankstown station, or that vicinity, you would get as good 
results, mile for mile, as are obtained from Enfield to the 
marshalling yards ?— Yes, I do. 


372. What special advaritage would there be in carrying 
this tramline to some point on the Bankstown-Regent’s 
Park line, as compared with taking it to Bankstown itself, 
which is a settled locality ?—-It would open up a. different 
area. The heart of Bankstown is now reached by the 
Bankstown line, If you extended it along Liverpool-road 
to the Regent’s Park line it would give other people an 
opportunity for communication, out in another direction. 


373. Would there be anything there likely to Liing 
about much traffic?—I am wot prepared to xpress an 
opinion about that. One could hardly form an opinion 
yet, because the country is not settléd owing to waht of 
communication. 


374. But the people along there would not be more than 
half a mile from Chapel-street, would they 7—I think it 
would be more like a mile or more from that particular 
point. 


375, You said you thought this line would he a little 
better than the traniway from Ashfield to Mortlake ?—TI 
said it would serve a better purpose. 


376. Chairman.| When Mr. Doran was giving evidence 
I asked him the following question, and he gave this 


answer : , 

In 1916, when this proposal was before them, the Railway Com- 
missioners estimated the annual revenue at £3,129, but you estimate 
it at £4,500, or an increase of £1,400. Do you look upon that as 
being an appreciab'e increase in a district like that over a period of 
six years?—No, Our fares have been increased since 1916, and for 
the proposed line we have struck an average fare of 2d: per 
passenger. On thie city and suburban lines the earnings per 
passenger are 211d. ; on the North Sydney lines, 2°02d. ; on the 
Manly tines, 2°69d. ; on the Ashfield-Mortlake lines, 1°83d. ; on the 
Arncliffe-Bexley line, 1'91d. ; and on the proposed line from Enfield 
to Bankstown we have put earnings down at 2d. The number of 
passengers carried on the city and suburban lines per car mile is 
12°34; on the North Sydney lines; 9:30; on the Manly lines, 10:22 ; 
on the Ashfield—Mortlake lines, 13°06 ; on the Ariicl'ffe-Bexley line, 
11:16 ; and we have put down 9 as a fair average for the proposed 
line: } 
The. meaning of that, roughly, is that they expect that the 
traflic on this line would be only about two-thirds of the 
present traffic on the Enfield to Mortlake line, and in 1922 
that showed a loss of £7,854. In the ten years since 1912 
it has shown a loss of £92,250, Do you think that the 
country from Enfield to Bankstown, as you know it, would 
be likely to show better results from the tramway revenue 
point of view than the line between Enfield and Mortlake ? 
——I would not say that it would show any better, but I feel 


that it would be quite as good. 
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THe Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Enfield to Bankstown, 


William Fletcher Dewick, stove manufacturer and iron 
founder, and alderman of West Ward, Enfield and 
Strathtield, Morwick-street, Strathfield, sworn and 
examined :-— 

377. Chairman.] Would you like to make a statement 
with-respect to this proposed tramway ?—Yes. I have lived 
in Enfield for thirty-five years, and have seen the place 
grow. I shall only speak in regard to the Enfield portion 
of the route, leaving the Bankstown residents to speak for 
themselves. From Chullora to the South they are now 
building very large factories, which will very shortly be 
used for work that is now being done at Redfern, and 
these will employ a great number of men, for whom homes 
will have to be provided. Very large estates have been stb- 
divided there and sold, and as soon as convenience is pro- 
vided for men to get to and from the nearest railway Ssta- 
tion we shall have a large population there. The nearest 
station is about 3 miles away, and at present the expense 
of getting there is so great that it does not pay to build. 
I have quite reliable information that close upon 1,000 
men are already employed at the marshalling yards, in the 
locomotive department, the permanent-way department, 
and the repair shops. Those yards have only been there 
for five years, and we may picture what it will be in 
another five years. By that time a lot of Jand which is now 
vacant will be built upon. There are also the Enfield 
Brickworks, the Dean-street Brickworks, the Argyle Tile 
Works, and the Lion Tile Works, which are employing a 
large number of men. One estate of 87 acres has just been 
subdivided, and the streets are being formed by the Strath- 
field Municipal Council. The builders are going to erect 
shops and dwellings on that land. The buses start from 
Chullora, and run to Sydney. They are a payable concern, 
but the worker has to pay very much more than he would 
have to pay if he travelled by tram. It is fairly thickly- 
populated now all around Chullora, whereas five or six 


years ago there were simply a few boiling-down establish- 
ments there. Ten years ago it was a mass of dense scrub, 
known as “ the Devil’s Den.” 

378. You stated that the workmen employed at these de- 
partmental workshops are at least 3 miles from any rail- 
way station. How far are they from Enfield tram ter- 
minus #—Probably 2 miles. 

379. So they either have to walk 3 miles to get to a rail- 
way station, or 2 miles to a tram terminus?—Yes, a great 
many of those men are drivers, firemen, and relieving men, 
who go into those depots at all hours of the night. 

380. IT am hot dealing with the marshalling yards, but 
the departmental workshops. You think that when these 
works are in full swing there will be some difficulty on 
the part of the men permanently employed there in getting 
to and from their work?—Yes, that applies already. A_ 
number of the workmen are already living there in tents, 
but most of the railway men who will be employed in the 
workshops will live in Sydney, or in other suburbs, and 
they will require some facility for transport. 

381. Would the men in the marshalling yards be under 
the same disability as those employed at the departmental - 
workshops ?—They will have to trust to the Railway Com- 
missioners. I understand the Commissioners have assisted 
them by running a train every two hours, but that means. 
that at times men have to wait two hours for a train, or 
walk from Chullora to Flemington. 

382. The Commissioners say that eventually about 7,000 
men will be employed at these two establishments. You 
consider that with the existing transport facilities those 
men will be handicapped in getting to and from their 
work ?—I do. 

383. Haye you considered whether the best means of 
getting over that handicap would be a tram from the pre-' 
sent terminus at Enfield, or whether it would be just as 


well or better met by a tram connection from Belmore to 
the junction of the departmental workshops and the mar- 
shalling yards?’—That would satisfy the people living in 
the direction of Belmore, but what about the people ae 
‘about Strathfield, Homebush, Ashfield, and Enfield. It 
would take them west, whereas they wets want to go 
south. 

384. You pointed out that a large number of these men 
will probably be taken from their work at Eyeleigh, or 
somewhere near Sydney ?—Yes, they may work there, but 
they may not Jive there. They may be living in the 
Western suburbs, or along the Sydenham line. 

385. The existence of the Enfield tram would meet the 
convenience of those living on the main suburban line, but 
would it meet the convenie nee of those on the Bankstown 
line ?—Yes, it would take them to Bankstown, and also to 
the western line as far as Burwood or Strathfield, whence 
they could get to Lidcombe or Parramatta. A lot of the 
men live up that way. 

386. If 7,000 men are to be employed at those two new 
establishments, will there be room in the district for a fair 
proportion of those to take up holdings and build houses, 
if most of the land has already been cut up/—Yes. Mr. 
Coleman’s estate is now on the market. It has been sub- 
divided, and the men are now levelling the road. On that 
87 acres it is intended to put up 400 houses and shops. 

387. Is there sufficient vacant land not already sub- 
divided and taken up by prospective builders on that first 
section of the Enfield-Bankstown tram to accommodate a 
sufficient proportion of the men who will be working at 
those two big Government institutions?—There was a big 
estate which was cut up by Mr. Stewart, the motor bus 
proprietor. 

388. Where is that situated?—At Chullora, where you 
enter the gates of the marshalling yard. From there right 
up to Waterloo-road there is room to put up some hun- 
dreds of houses. The 87 acres I spoke of are towards the 
South Strathfield Municipality, and I am told that adjoin- 
ing that is another 20 acres that may shortly be cut up. 

389. How many men do they employ at the brickworks 
and tileworks you mentioned?’—About eighty men at the 
tile works. 

390. Where do most cf those men come from ?—Mostly 
around the district. They may live in Enfield. They do 
not live near their work, because the homes are not for 
them. They have a considerable distance to walk, and the 
tram would be a great help to them. They cannot rely 
upon the buses, which do not run early enough in the 
mornings nor at the time when they leave work in the 
evenings. 

391-2. Mr. Burke.] Where do you think the line should 
terminate ?—I think it should go as far as the Lidecombe- 
road, and that would satisfy the people for the time being. 
They would be only 4 a mile from the Bankstown Station, 
and it would open up a lot of land between Chullora and 
Bankstown. <A lot of land there has not been cut up. We 
have not to consider Bankstown itself, which has its rail- 
way station. The people who would be served by this tram 
have now no means of transport but the bus. There is a 
bus running from there to Lidcombe, a distance of 3 miles. 
They can use that if they want to go to the western line 
from Bankstown, and if they want to come to Sydney, 
of course, they have the Bankstown railway. 

398. The distance between the proposed terminus and 
Bankstown would be 2 of a mile?—Yes. 

394. Do you think the people in that vicinity would be 
well enough served then, instead of extending the tram 
right to the railway ?—It would be a great boon to Banks- 
town if they got the tram as far as Chapel-road. It is a 
very fair road there, and the councils have made a start 
to have it thoroughly done up from Burwood. 

395. Do you think the bus would be a serious competitor 
with the tram?—I am not a bit afraid of that. If the 
tram is built the bus will have to find another route. It 
will not run in competition with the tram. 
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396. Mr. Mahony.| Do you think the proposed tramway 
would be as successful as the Ashfield-Mortlake tram ’— 
More so, if anything. 

397. How much more successful do you think it would be 
than the Ashfield- Mortlake tram ?—We all know that at 
the commencement that was not a paying concern, but 
what is it to-day ’—Every business expects to lose a little 
at the start, but we shall pick it up later. 

398. The Commissioners say that in the last ten years 
the Ashfield-Mortlake tram line has lost £92,250, and last 
year it lost £7,854. I suppose the prospects of settlement 
in that district were as great as they are in yours4—I do 
not know why there should be such" a tremendous loss 
there, but what has been the Commissioners’ loss has been 
the people’s gain. 

399. Mr, Pighors s.| Since the tram was electrified, in 
1912, have you noticed whether there has been much 
settlement between Enfield and the point where this pro- 
posed tramline would cross the railway ?—There has been 
wonderful improvement where the tram is running. You 
cannot buy a block anywhere in that district, but where 
this proposed tram would run there is plenty of vacant 
land. 

400. But the tram influences settlement some distance 
from its terminus, at Enfield. Since it was electrified, has 
it influenced settlement between Enfield and the railway 
line ?—Certainly. You have no idea of the change in En- 
field to-day. Opposite the tramway sheds the Mayor of 
Enfield had a subdivision which three weeks ago was sold 
for £13,000, the prices ranging from £4 to £7 10s. a foot. 
JT bought ground there in the same street, before the tram 
was electrified, for 16s. a foot. 

401. Is there much vacant land from a mile from Enfield 
along the route of the proposed line?—Hundreds of acres, 
after you leave what we used to call Druitt Town, The 
land has never been built upon, because it is too far for 
people to get to and from their work, but now that these 


establishments are starting the population must flow 
there. 
402. You said that a man at the “Railway Workshops 


would have to travel 3 
tion, What station is that ?—Flemington. 
have to eross private land to get there. 

408. What would be the average distance from the 
nearest railway station or tramline to which the workmen 
employed in the brick and tile works have to travel ?— 
Fully a mile to Enfield, and I suppose 14 miles to Chullora, . 

404. Would the line be of any benefit if it were carried 
from Enfield to the nearest point on the railway line from 
Campsie to Rookwcod ;—would that offer relief ?—It would 
be of great relief. It would be a blessing to Bankstown 
and to us, too, and if we cannot get the full loaf we will 

take the half-loaf. People living half way to Bankstown 
would make for that tram. 

405. Mr. Doe.| What is the value of building land in the 
district about Chullora, and beyond that to Chapel-road ?— 
About 30s. a foot down towards Chapel-road; but when 
you get near the main road it would be £4 or £5 a foot. 

16. What makes the difference in the value;—is the 
laifd low down towards Chapel-road?—it is simply be- 
cause the facilities for getting to and from the city are not 
there. 

coe How many buses are running from Enfield to Chul: 
ve they have been running about every hour 
rae Strathfield, and that they also run from Burwood, 
and couple up with the Belmore buses. 

408. What is the fare from Enfield to Chullora by bus? 
—I think it is 3d. to Broadway, and I believe if you con- 
tinue right out to Chullora it is 5d. altogether. That is, 
from Strathfield. 

409. Chullora is an important point, where a large num- 
ber of men would alight, either from the buses or the 
tram ?—Yes. 

410. What would be the attitude of the Enfield Council 
in the matter of bus competition if this tram were built. 
Some councils have laid it down that they will only grant 


miles to the nearest. railway sta- 
And he would 
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permission for buses to run from the tram termini, and 
that to a very great extent cuts out the competition of the 
bus with the tram?’—Last night we had applications for 
permission to run two more buses, and it is a question 
whether they will be granted. If it were in our power to 
stop them altogether we would do so, because of the 
enormous cost of the upkeep of our roads, due to the way 
in which they destroy them. I cannot see that councils 
are likely to back up the buses until we get a wheel tax, 
so that they will pay their share of the upkeep of the roads. 
We compel the Railway Commissioners to keep the road 
in order, but the buses come along and do just as they 
like, and pay nothing. 

411. I take it that your council would protect the earn- 
ing powers of the tramway as far as possible, if it were 
constructed, and would not allow undue competition from 
the buses, which might cause the tram to be a failure ?—I 
am certain the council will support you in every way, not 
only for your protection, but for our own. 


Alfred William Coleman, builder, The Avenue, Strathfield, 
sworn and examined :— 


412. Mr. Travers.| I believe you have heard the evidence 
of Alderman Dewick?—Yes. As far as the extension of 
the Enfield tram is concerned, I do not look upon the work- 
shops at Chullora as being the only reason for it. J know 
the views of the builders of homes in that district, and the 
important question with them seems to be where they are 
going to be able to get land. In the last two years hundreds 
of homes have been built about there, and when you build 
homes for sale you find that people will not buy if you 
are more than a quarter of an hour’s walk from means of 
communication. When we were cutting up estates there 
we had no guarantee that the Chullora bus was going to 
continue, or there would have been greater activity in that 
district than there is to-day. In the last two years I have 
been building all around Strathfielf, and part of Enfield, 
and the trouble now is to get land cheap enough to build a 
cottage which a workman can buy for about £850 to £1,000 
on the time-payment system. A building company with 
which I am connected intends to carry out its next opera- 
tions in a district that will be served by this proposed line. 
I have a very big estate there, and I have the plans out 
at present for building homes on it. Every day I have 
applications for homes at about £850, and cannot supply 
people with them. There now seems to be a better prospect 
that the buses will continue running, and consequently there 
are three other builders in my association who are prepar- 
ing to build upon land which they have bought there. 
There is no doubt about the expansion of that district. 
Hundreds of blocks of land have been sold there, and 
builders and private owners are preparing to erect homes. 
It will take six months before I can get the title of the 
estate which I have and the roads are constructed, so that 
I cannot start building until then, but as soon as I get 
the facilities and the title I intend to commence building, 
and continue right through the whole estate. I built 
twenty-five homes on one block, near the present tram. 

413. Where is your estate situated?—About 3 of a mile 
from Josephson’s-road, and the Liverpool-road, that is to 
say, about that distance from the present terminus at 


Enfield. 


414. Have you been engaged in building about Enfield, 
in the direction of Chullora?—No. My present building 
is about 4 a mile from the Enfield terminus. 

4157 Have you noticed whether there is much settlement 
between Enfield and Chullora’—The settlement seems to- 
be mainly created by this bus, which runs from Chullora. 
The intermediate land, between Chullora and Enfield, is 
the land which, in my opinion, is going to develop in the 
next year or two. It is really an extension of Strathfield. 
Strathfield has grown so much that you can hardly buy a 
block of land there. I do not think there is any new pro- 
perty in Strathfield that you could buy under £1,000. 

416. Is there much available land between Enfield and 
Chullora, within 4 a mile on either side of this proposed 
tramline?—Yes. I have 32 acres, and there would be about 
50 acres in Josephson’s estate, which I think Arthur 
Rickard & Co. have cut up. That is on the northern side 
of the road. The southern side is already dotted with 
houses, perhaps two to the acre. 

417. You konw the country between Enfield and Strath- 
field, within the influence of the existing tramline. Do 
you look upon that as being fairly well settled?—If you 
wanted three or four adjoining blocks there I do not think 
you could buy them. 

418. If this line were constructed, would you expect as 
good results as have obtained there?—In five years’ time 
all the land from Enfield to Chullora, on the northern side 
of the Liverpool-road, will be very well populated, I shonld 
say. 

419. How do land values between Strathfield and Enfield 
compare with land values between Enfield and Chullora ? 
—The latter would not be more than half as great, on the 
average. 

420. What would be the average value between Enfield 
and Chullora?—About 50s. a foot, right through. 

421. Would that average continue right. on to Banks- 
town ’—No, I should say that towards Bankstown it would 
be lower. Strathficld is supplied by the Western Subur- 
ban line, which is very convenient for people travelling 
to the country, and that district is much more likely to 
grow than the area from Bankstown up to the Liverpool- 
road. 

422. Does the line between Enfield and Chullora offer 
better facilities for building than between Chullora and 
Bankstown ?—I would not say it is any better, but it is a 
very nice position for building homes. 

423. Do you think the line ought to run right thruogh 
from Enfield to Bankstown?—I would not like to say. I 
am not very well informed as to the land on either side 
of Liverpool-road out to Bankstown. 

424. From the point of view of the men working in the 
marshalling yards and the departmental workshops, and 
the district, say, for about 2 to 24 miles from Enfield, do 
you think the Enfield tram extended to Chullora would 
offer any appreciable relief to the district?—I do. JT am 
sure that if the people knew there was to be something 
suitable in the way of communication the whole of that 
district would go ahead, but the connection with the 
Western Suburban line seems to be the main thing. In 
selling homes you obtain the general opinion of the public, 
and the opinions [ get are that the majority of the people 
want to be somewhere whence they can reach the main 
suburban line. 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Enfield to Bankstown. 


Leslie Stuart Eldridge, fruiterer and confectioner, Stanley- 
street, Bankstown, sworn and examined :— 


425. Chairman.| Do you desire to give the Committee 
some evidence on this proposal?—Yes. My reason for 
advocating tramway extension from Enfield to the Banks- 
town railway station is because I think it will be a valu- 
able connecting link between the main suburban line and 
the Bankstown line, and it will also open up a vast area of 
cheap land for residential purposes. The land in the 
Bankstcwn section, for approximately 24 miles, facing the 
Liverpool-road, would be capable of accommodating about 
500 homes, and within easy access of the road there would 
be land capable of carrying 2,000 homes. You will easily 
understand, theerfore, that there is vast opportunity for 
building, if travelling conveniences are given. A large 
number of men are employed in the marshalling yards, and 
at the various brick and tile works in the vicinity, and 
there are workshops at Chullora which shortly will employ 
a large number of men, who, if they are given travelling 
conveniences, will reside close to the works. I believe the 
line would become a paying proposition in the near future, 
because the area available for settlement is so large, and 
because of the number of workmen already employed, or 
about to be employed, there. It would provide means of 
access for all the suburbs lying between Bankstown and 
Ashfield. To show how the district has developed, I may 
say that Bankstown railway was built about fourteen 
years ago. Before that the district was practically all 
bush, and the population was about 1,500. To-day ‘it is 
over 12,000. The Bankstown railway is the best paying 
line of the State. The revenue from the Bankstown 
station last year was over £40,000, yet the line only 
touches the fringe of Bankstown, being 14 mile from 
the Punchbowl] boundary. With an area of 6 miles north 
and south and 6 miles east and west, you can understand 
that the railway only serves the fringe of the district. 
With proper conveniences the area would go ahead by leaps 
and bounds. The municipal council are at present in- 
stalling the electric light throughout the district, and with 
the electrification of the Bankstown line and the railway 
extension to Regent’s Park the progress will be enormous. 
I believe that in the near future the district will be second 
to none in the metropolitan area. 

426. You state that the Bankstown section of this pro- 
posed tramway would give easy access to land sufficient 
to provide for 2,000 homes ?—Yes. 

427. Within easy access of the road ’?—Yes. 

428. What distance would you call easy access ?—Within 
4 a mile. 

429. Within a radius of $ mile from Bankstown station 
is the land pretty well all built upon?—No. The railway 
was built into the low-lying parts of Bankstown, and a 
large number of people have built on the outlying higher 
land. Had the station been on the well-elevated portion 
of the district it would have been more thickly congested 
around the station. 

430. Is the portion of Bankstown municipality lying 
within 4 mile of the proposed tramway pretty well built 
upon ¢—It is fairly thickly populated. There are a num- 
ber of vacant blocks, but they have been bought, and will 
ultimately be built upon. Most of the land has been cut up. 

431. Why would the construction of a tram from Banks- 
town in the direction of Enfield produce more rapid de- 
yelopment in that district than the Bankstown railway 
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caused within 4 mile radius from Bankstown station ?—- 
Because the outlying parts of Bankstown do not go ahead 
as they should, not having sufficient means of communi- 
cation to take the people to and from the present railway 
station. The population seems to grow thicker where it is 
served by the motor bus. 

432. The extension of the Bankstown railway towards 
George’s River was recommended by the previous Commit- 
tee. What do you think would lead to the greater develop- 
ment of the municipality—that extension, or the construc- 
tion of this proposed tramway ?—They would be serving 
two different districts. The extension to East Hills would 
serve a greater proportion of the population, but it would 
be an absolutely different section. 

33. That is admitted. You say that it is more than 
likely the Bankstown-Regent’s Park line will be con- 
structed, and the Bankstown railway line will be the first 
to be electrified. Assuming this, do you think the northern 
part of the municipality is of such a character that it 
would provide revenue both for that railway and the pro- 
posed tramway ?—Yes, I do. The residents need a tram- 
way to convey them to and from the railway station. It is 
3 miles from Enfield to Bankstown station, and it is just 
about half way between the main suburban line and the 
Bankstown line. That portion has no facilities for travel- 
ling. If it had, I think it would be thickly populated in 
a few years, and that the tram would be a paying proposi- 
tion. 

434, Would the extension of the Enfield tram as far as 
Chullora, and close to these departmental works, be of 
some benefit to the Bankstown municipality, if it only 
went to Chullora?—It would be of some benefit to the 
people on the fringe of Bankstown, but it would be of 


- little or no value to the bulk of the residents there. 


435. You say that along the course of this proposed line 
most of the land has been cut up and is held by persons 
who will build when they find it convenient to do so?— 
Yes. 

436. Is there, within easy access of the proposed tram- 
way, enough room for those who already own land there, 
and for some thousands of men who would work at the 
two new establishments?—Yes. Only one side of the pro- 
posed route is subdivided. On the other side are big 
estates, almost up to the town of Bankstown itself. That 
would be on the western side of the proposed route. 

‘437. As to providing transport for the men to be em- 
ployed at these railway establishments, who, the Railway 
Commissioners estimate, will eventually number 7,000 
men, the Commissioners say that their wants will be better 
met by a tram connection from somewhere about Chullora 
to Belmore ?—It certainly would be shorter from there to 
the city, but it would not be of any interest as far as 
Bankstown residents are concerned. It would only touch 
the fringe of that district. It would practically go 
through the Canterbury municipality all the way. 

438. It has been pointed out in evidence that there is a 
greater possibility of residential settlement on the Enfield 
section than on the Chullora-Bankstown section. That 
connection would give the workmen access to the main 
suburban line, and to a larger area of country than the 
Bankstown connection would?—Yes. By taking it 
through to Bankstown you would give a connection both 
ways. The people living on the Lllawarra lne or at Mar- 
rickville would simply have to go to Bankstown instead 
of having to go right round through the Central station, 
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439. You said there is likely to be some interchange of 
traffic between Bankstown and the suburbs that are served 
by the Ashfield tram ?’—Naturally there would be an inter- 
change. Bankstown people would wish to go to the main 
suburban line, and the people residing in the latter dis- 
trict would wish to go to Bankstown. 

440. What inducement would there be to bring the 
people to Bankstown ’—There are quite a number of people 
who go picnicking to the George’s River. They have a 
big bus service from the Bankstown station, which at holi- 
day times is overtaxed, and cannot conyey the people 
quickly enough. 

441, Would that difficulty be got over if the railway 
were extended to the river ?—Yes. 

442. Mr.-Travers.| Taking Bankstown as a centre, and 
taking 4 mile around it, where has the most development 
occurred—south, or west, or north?—I think the most de- 
velopment has been to the south. There has been a big 
proportion, too, to the north. Having better bus service 
communication, the south has gone ahead faster. 

443. When the line to East Hills is built, it will further 
develop that district /—Most decidedly. 

444. If this line were built, would you expect as much 
development there as you expect from Bankstown to East 
Hills, when that line is completed?—Yes. The number 
of workmen to be employed there will ensure that. A cer- 
tain proportion of them will require homes, and the people 
who have already bought land there will build as soon as 
communication is established. 

445. Has the value to the land had anything to do with 
the greater development on the southern side ?—The value 
of land has been inereased by the facilities for travelling, 

446. Is land dearer on the south of Bankstown than on 
the north ’—Yes. 

447. You think quite a large number of people will be 
likely to use this tramway, if it is constructed, to get down 
to George’s River. Where would most of those people 
come from?—A lot of them would come from the city and 
the intervening suburbs, and quite a number would come 
from the main suburban line. George’s River is becoming 
a popular pleasure resort, and given quicker transport it 
would develop much more rapidly. 

448. Why should people in the city he likely to go there 
by way of Ashfield instead of going directly along the 
Bankstown line?—Perhaps they would not do so. But the 
people from the main suburban line beyond Ashfield would. 

449. Would the people around Strathfield and Burwood 
be likely to take the tram 74 miles to Bankstown station, 
and trayel thence to George’s River, when they could get 
a tram down to Mortlake and Cabarita’—George’s River 
has quite a different class of scenery to that on the Parra- 
matta, and when people live near one popular resort they 
get tired of it, and seek a fresh one. J think they would 
be very likely to visit George’s River. 

450. Do you know the district between Enfield and Chul- 
lora?—I know it well. 

451. Is there much development along there?—At pre- 
sent the place is sparsely populated, because there are no 
facilities for travelling. Bankstown is a working-man’s 
suburb, and the majority of the residents has to come to 
and from the city. 

452. Take the district 4 mile west of Enfield, in the 
direction of Chullora, and south, in the direction of the 
line from Campsie to Rookwood. Is there much yacant 
land within that radius?—That is fairly thickly popu- 
lated. 

453. Do you think that development has taken place 
largely as the result of the Enfield tram?—The tramway 
has increased it. Taking a similar distance along any 
part of this proposed tramway, would you expect as good 
development ?—I believe you would get better development 
from Bankstown than we have had at Enfield. Bankstown 
is a very popular district, and has gone ahead wonderfully 
in the last few years. I believe it will go ahead just as 
fast in this district as it has done at Bankstown itself. 


454. What is the average value of land between Banks- 
town and Chullora?—Along the Liverpool-road it would 
be about 25s. a foot. It is splendid building land, for the 
most part, and I believe that if the tramway were built 
that value would be increased about 40 per cent. 

455. Is that the minimum value?—No. It is a fair 
average. There may be some low-lying land only worth 
15s. a foot, and other land might be worth 30s. 

456. As this proposed tramway goes diagonally across a 
stretch of country which is practically hemmed in by four 

railway lines, and ag it is 74 miles from the main line, 
say, at Strathfield, do you think a tramway connection 
would be better than a railway connection, in view of the 
fact that this will be the first railway to be electrified, and 
that the line will be built from Bankstown to Regent’s 
Park?¢—I do not think the Regent’s Park extension will 
serve the particular locality which would be served by this 
proposed tram. 

457. If you had your choice, which would you rather sup- 
port, a railway from Bankstown to Strathfield, or some 
other part of the main suburban line, or the proposed tram 
from Enfield to Bankstown ?—I believe the tram would be 
a better proposition, because it would not be so expensive. 
I think it would pay better. If the railway were cheaper 
to build I would advocate the railway. 

458. Mr. Drummond.] What is your opinion in regard 
to the line terminating at Bankstown station?—I think 
that is the best terminus. The majority of the workers 
living there have to go to and from the station to get to the 
city. I believe that if the line were carried right to the 
station it would produce greater revenue than if it stopped 
at some distance from it. 

459. How long does it take to get from Bankstown fe 
Sydney by train ?—40 to 45 minutes. 

460. And how long would it take via Enfield?—If you 
were on the Chullora boundary, I suppose there would not 
be very much difference in time in coming to the city 
either way. 

461. A witness has suggested that the line should ter- 
minate at Chapel-road?—Chapel-road is ? mile from the 
Bankstown station, and the station is the centre of the 
town. 
and then have to walk ? mile. 

462. Do you think the grade hetween Chapel-read and 
the station would be more than 1 in 15%—It would be 
about that, I should think. But the tram could be taken 
down another route than by Chapel-road, There is another 
street, a little further on. I would not limit the route to 
that particular road, but would leave it to the discretion 
of the engineers. 

463. Do you think it should take off before it reaches 
the top of Chapel-road?—I would favour Meredith-street. 
It would serve the whole town better than if it went down 
Stacey-street. 

464. A shopping centre is developing at the top of 
Chapel-road ?—Yes. 

465. Such a deviation would leave that shopping centre 
some distance away ?—Yes. 

466. Do you think such a deviation would serve a larger 
number of residents, and would afford the easiest grade 
in reaching Bankstown station 1_Yes, Tag: 

467. In regard to people getting across to the other line, 
if the Railway Commissioners ran a passenger service 
from Campsie through to Lidcombe they would take them 
over to the main line?—Yes, that would overcome that 
part of the difficulty. 

468. There is a certain sees of land lying along that 


line on either side, between Campsie and the marshalling | 


yards, where seiiomh eet could take place?—_Yes. 

469. When you pass the marshalling yards the line runs 
through the cemetery, does it not?—Yes, there is no resi- 
dential area there. 

470. But it would serve people who wish to get to the 
main suburban line. Have you any reason for believing 
that the Railway Commissioners would not carry passen- 


The people do not want to get out at Chapel-road, 
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gers on that line?—The Bankstown Chamber of Commerce 
approached them about twelve months ago, and they re- 
fused. 

471. Did they advante any reason ’—I believe they said 
that it was not a passenger line, and that the only pas- 
sengers who were carried were Government workers. 

472. At present, if you wish to get to the main line, you 
either have to take a bus to Enfield or go atound to Syd- 
ney ?—A bus has recently started running from Bankstown 
to Lidcombe. Owing to the bad condition of the roads I 
do not know whether it will continue through the winter. 

473. Is the bus reliable, as regards its time-table?—It 
has only recently started. If the roads were good, I be- 
lieve we should have a better and more reliable service. 
But for the greatest portion of the way the land is Govern- 
ment property, on which rates are not paid, and therefore 
the local council will not do up the road. 

Ate. hed is a bus urn between Bankstown and 
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475. Tee that wiffieteniils serve cl district, in its pre- 
sent stage of development?—No. It started some time 
ago, and stopped, and it has now started again. But the 
service is not quick énough, and it is too expensive for 
working-men. It runs at intervals of about two hours. 

476. Does it not run at shorter intervals in the morning 
and evening’—Yes. Two buses run at intervals-of about 
one hour then, but the average interval is two hours. 

477. What is the state of the road there?—It is a good 
road, only recently constructed by the Public Works 
Department. 

478. So you are of opinion that even with a good road 
the bus is not capable of handling the traftic successtully, 
even in the present stage of development ?—In my opinion 
the bus has never attempted to handle it. There is a good 
service between Chullora and Sydney, and a bad service 
between Chullora and Bankstown. 

479. Do you think that if this line were built the bus 
would enter into serious competition with the tram’?—TI do 
not. 

480. Have you any idea as to when the Railway Com- 
missioners’ works will be in full swing?—They are cer- 
tainly not going ahead very fast. 

481. Are they doing any other work than building con- 
struction;—have they commenced engineering work /— 
No, they are simply erecting the buildings, and con- 
structing lines. 

452. So the men now émployed there will not be the 
permanent employees ?—No. 

483. And apparently the latter will not be there for 
some time ?—I take it that they will not. 

484. Mr. Doe.| Are you an alderman of the 
municipality ?—Yes. 

485. Has your Council discussed the matter of bus 
competition with this tramway, and, if so, what is its 
attitude towards the bus competition?—We have never 
discussed that phase of the question. 

486. It is a serious matter for the Governmeent, if they 
build a tram and prepare a good road, and thus really 
invite serious competition from the buses?—I realise that. 

487. Do you think it would be necessary for your Coun- 
cil to express itself on this matter of bus competition, 
as some other councils have already done?—Would the 
expression of the Council’s opinion deter bus competi- 
tion, if the tramway came there? 

488. The line might be payable if there were no serious 
competition from the buses. Your Council have it in 
their hands to say whether you will allow this competi- 
tion along that road?—I understand the matter is in the 
hands of the Police Traffic Department, and not of the 
Council. At the last Council meeting we received advice 
that the Council had no power with reference to bus 
service on roads. It was simply a matter of courtesy that 
the bus proprietor requested permission from the Council 
to use a certain road, 
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489. Was that advice from a solicitor?—It was sup- 
posed to come froin a solicitor. 

490. Do you know the areas of the big estates you have 
spoken of along the route of the line?—There are three 
or four estates there, of about 40 acres each. 

491, Ave there very many railway men at Bankstown 
who would be likely to use this tramway, if constructed 4 
—I do not know of many at present, but if the works are 
established they would go to live there, on the land now 
unoccupied. 


Patrick John O’Neill, telephone mechanic, Stacey-street, 
Bankstown, sworn and examined :— 

492. Mr. Doe.] Uave you been long in Bankstown ?—I 
was borii there. 

493. Do you know the cotintry very well between there 
and Enfield?—Yes, very well. 

494. Would you speak of it as being very suitable for a 
residential area’—Very. It is beautiful country, in that 
respect. It runs right along a ridge, and the land falls 
away on both sides of it practically, all the way from 
Enfield to Bankstown. 

495. Would you like to make a general statement as to 
your reasons for supporting this line?—I believe the por- 
tion of Bankstown which this line would serve would be 
one of the best districts in the suburban area. The area 
the tramway proposes to serve is far larger than any of 
the nearest suburbs, and practically every block of land is 
building land. Bankstown has shown very rapid growth in 
the last ten or twelve years, and J think the growth in 
this particular district would be even more rapid. I be- 
lieve the best proposition is to terminate the line at the 
intersection of Chapel-road and Liverpool-road, because 
there you would have a get-away to Bankstown station, 
or to Lidcombe station, or by carrying it straight along 
Liverpool-road you could make a connection directly with 
the proposed line from Bankstown to Regent’s Park. 
Along the left-hand side of the road, from Enfield to 
Bankstown, I think every bit of land has been subdivided, 
and the biggest portion now is about 2 acres. On the 
right-hand side there is a lot of Government property. It 
is practically all Government-owned land until you get to 
Anzac-street, about # mile on this side of the Chapel-road 
terminus. There is an area on the Enfield side of Chul- 
lora which has not been cut up, but that is the only por- 
tion there except the portions owned by the Government 
Departments. The public school at Liverpool-road is not 
large enough to accommodate the children, and some five 
years ago the Department resumed 5 acres of land near 
the Chapel-road intersection. When money is available I 
believe they intend to build a big school there. I believe 
that this proposed tramway would be a paying proposition 
in the very near future. I believe it would be best to 
leave it to the discretion of the engineers to say whieh 
way the tram should go if it is extended beyond Chapel- 
road. It would be rather an expensive undertaking to 
carry it. to Bankstown station, and if that would debar it 
from getting a line, we would be quite satisfied to have 
it to Chapel-road. Past there it is'a very steep grade, and’ 
if it were carried to the station there might be a difficulty 
because of the fact that there are some very expensive 
buildings in the way. 

496. A witness has suggested that it might be well to 
continue the line along Liverpool-road to Little-street —If 
it went to Little-street it would not go down Chapel-road. 
When the line is built from Bankstown to Regent’s Park 
that would be a good proposition, but I would not favour — 
it at present. J think the right terminus is at the Chapel- 
road intersection. 

497. You think that that # mile would be to some extent- 
waste, because the people between Bankstown station and 
that point would be very well served, on either side?—I:-- 
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do not think it would pay to take it to the station. It is 
the people on top of the hill who want to be served. They 
want to get into the city direct. 

498. Do you know anything about land values Saeee 
Enfield and Chapel-road?—I think you would get» any 
amount of land along there at £1 a foot. 

499. It would be decidedly a favourable place for work- 
men to get building blocks for future homes?’—It would 


1922, 
be ideal, and it is cheaper to build in Bankstown than in 
the nearer suburbs. There are three brickyards there, and 
timber mills. . 

500. Is there any competition as between the brickyards, 
or do they all sell at one price?—There is a general price, 
as regards bricks, but the land values are lower, and the 
brickyards are so scattered about that there is practically 
no eartage to pay, and cartage is a big item with regard 
to bricks and timber. 
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Witiiam CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry DruMMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Enfield to 
Bankstown. 


Ebenezer Ford, merchant, Mayor of Enfield, Wakeford- 
road, Strathficld, sworn and examined :— 

501. Chairman.| What evidence do you propose to offer 
with respect to the proposed tramway !—I will deal with 
the Enfield section. If that section were constructed over 
Roberts-road, about 2} miles from the present tram line at 
Enfield, I contend it would serve 460 residences, or a 
population of 3,000, on the Sydney side of the Homebush- 
road. There is sufficient vacant land in that area, within 
a reasonable distance of the line, for the erection of about 
1,900 houses. Up to that point I do not think more than 
20 per cent. of the population would avail themselves of it, 
because most of the people would be within a reasonable 
walking distance of the present tramway. Upon the area 
west of the Homebush-road to Roberts-road, I estimate 
there are 429 residenoes within a reasonable walking 
distance of the proposed line which would be equivalent to 
a population of 2,000. At the Lottom of the Liverpool- 
road, at the corner of Wincbcombe and Carson’s paddock, 
there is a fairly large population on the Greenacres Park 
estate. I estimate there are about 360 houses within a 
reasonable walking distanc2 of the proposed line there, and 
the vacant land is sufficient for the erection of 1,700 or 
1,800 houses. ‘The railway workshops on both sides would 
help to niake the line pay. 

502. Has there been an inercase in building operations 
west from the take-off of the proposed tramway 1—There 
has been a large increase. 

503. As you go further west and get in the vicinity of 
the new workshops ;—is there not a fair amount of vacant 
land ?—Yes, there are some hundreds of acres between the 
present line and those works, 

504, Is part of that area now in process of subdivision ? 
— Yes, there are three large areas facing the Liverpool- 
road, opposite the Royal Hotel, now being subdivided. Upon 
that fact I based my estimate of the number of houses that 
could be erected. 

505. Do you wish to say anything about the present 
system of bus traffic along that road ?—The Chullora buses 
have been running a transfer service from the Broadway, 
that is the intersection of the Liverpool-road and Punch- 
bowl-road. The transfer service to Chullora and the larger 
buses meet at the Broadway. I think 90 per cent. of the 
passengers brought in from Chullora transfer to the larger 
buses and go Sydneywards. 

506. Suppose the tramway were constructed, do you 
think that would have the effect of cutting out the bus 
competition, seeing that the buses now compete from 
Enfied right into certain portions of the city?—If the 
tramway were constructed and this district were developed 
to the extent I think it would be, I do not think the bus 
service would continue, 


507. You think if the tramway were constructed right 
through, it would absolutely knock the buses out ?’—On 
that section. 

508. The working expenses and interest on the cost of 
construction of the proposed line amount to £8,464; and 
the estimated revenue £4,500. In your opiniou is the 
estimate of revenue a conservative one ?—I think by far 
the greater revenue would be earned on the section I have 
referred to. 

509. Have you given any serious attention to the 
suggestion that the lime for the present should go only as 
far as the railway workshops over the road indicated, and 
stop there until further developments take place to justify 
its extension ?—Yes. 

510. When the Committee visited that district, you 
suggested a slight alteration in the take-off of the proposed 
tramway from the existing line?—I suggested that the 
take-off should be at the intersection of the Liverpool-road 
and the Punchbowl-road, known as the Boulevard, because 
the Liverpool-road is the main road, and it would be a big 
advantage to the people on the south Strathfield side. The 
take-off at Hill-street, practically running up to Liverpool- 
road, would be of no advantage to any person until it got 
to the intersection of the Liverpool-road and Hill-street. 
The proposed route is a shorter section of line, but I main- 
tain that the take-off should be where I propose, as it is the 
natural business centre. The proposed route runs for 
about 400 yards to Hill-street, and turns practically at 
right-angles to Liverpool-road. On the opposite side of 
Liverpool-road, there is a fair area of vacant land, as is the 
case also in Long-street, High-street, Cross-street, and 
various other streets into Homebush-street. Jt would he 
nearer to go across that way than from the Hill-street end. 

511. Mr. Mahony.) By following your suggestion would 
not the line be running parallel to another line in the next 
street for 400 or 500 yards?!—No, it forms a triangle. 

512. How far would your proposed deviation be fron: 
the street where the’ present tram is running t—The 
increased length would be about 590 or 600 feet. 

513. Do you think the prospects of the proposed line 
would be equally as good as on the Ashifield to Mortlake 
line ?—Yes. 

514. The Commissioners’ report shows a heavy loss on 
the Ashfield to Mortlake line. Could an improvement be 
made in the revenue !—There is a tramway known as the 
‘“ Limerick,” running between Burwood and the first section 
where you propose to branch off, which, from a revenue 
standpoint, is very satisfactory. 

515, Is it your opinion that the line should not be con- 


tinued to Bankstown ?—No, I can only speak of the part 
T am familiar with. 
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516, Within a reasonable time you think it would be a 
‘fair paying proposition ?—The first sestion, 4 

517. Mr. Travers.| Taking the other portion of the route 
which would be traversed by the proposed tramway 
‘between Enfield and the marshalling yards, say, about mid- 
way between Enfield and the marshalling yards, is that 
part of the route now appreciably developed !—There is 
‘small development. 

518. How far out has development taken place from 
Enfield /—A reasonable development has taken place from 
the present tramline out to Cook’s River—that is, crossing 
the Liverpool-road at Moore’s Bridge. 

519. What distance ?—A little over a mile. 

520. Would that be along the proposed route !—Yes. 

521. That would be beyond the marshalling yards ?— 
‘The 2-mile point is at the railway line at Roberts-road. 

522. There is appreciable development about | mile 
from Enfield /—Yes, especially on the Strathfield side. 

523. Have you given any attention to the proposal from 
the point of view of a through connection from Bankstown 
vight on to Burwood and Mortlake?—Yes; I gave con- 
sideration to the question of going right through from 
Bankstown as a holiday or pleasure resort, but I do not 
think the revenue would be such as would make the line 
pay. I take it it is the regular daily traffic which would 
make the line pay. 

524. The Railway Commissioners say in their report : — 


The portion of the route nearest Enfield is at present sparsely 
populated, though there is good building land available, which may 
de more fully utilised if a tramway were constructed. ‘Towards 
Bankstown the settlement is closer, and it is from this end that the 
principal revenue would he derived. 

I understand from an answer given by you to the Chairman 
you think the principal revenue will be derived on the 
section between Enfield and the marshalling yards ?— Yes. 
‘There is a large area of vacant land between the thickly 
populated portion of Bankstown and the marshalling yards. 


525. Have you noticed that, for some years past, there 
has been appreciable development, say, a mile from the pro- 
posed take-off of this line in the direction of Strathfield. 
In other words, has the line from Strathfield to Enfield, 
taking that section of it three-quarters of a mile on the 
other side, been fully developed ?—It has not been fully 
<leveloped ; but the increase of houses on the South Strath- 
field side in the last two years, within a reasonable walking 
distance of the Liverpool-road, has been about 240. 


526. Mr. Drummond.| What distance on each side of 
the proposed line would the statistics given by you refer 
to ?—About a quarter of an hour’s walk on each side. 

527. Mr. Doran was asked this question, and gave the 
accompanying answer :-— 

32. According to your latest computation the estimated annual 
revenue, which is £4,500, is less than the working expenses, which 
are £5,200 ;—do you see any possibility within the next five or ten 
heanse of the estimated annual revenue being considerably increased 

eyond £4,500—I mean is the district of such a character that with 
tramway construction there would be a fairly speedy settlement ?— 
I think so, judging from our experience of the Ashfield -Burwood 
section as it is to-day, compared with what it was tive or ten years 
ago. Still, that section does not pay. There is a very big train 
service, and we meet all the principal suburban trains. We have a 
big traffic to and from Ashfiel1 and Burwood on to Mortlake, but we 
cannot make the line pay. 

In the face of that statement, would you say the proposed 
extension from Enfield to Bankstown would be other than 
a non-paying line?—If the Ashfield-Concord section of the 
Enfield line does not pay, there is no possibility of the pro- 
posed tram paying for some considerable time, because the 
takings on the Enfield line from 1913 to 1922 increased 
200 per cent. 


« 


528. I asked Mr. Doran a question relating to that, and 
while admitting the takings had increased, he stated the 
cost of running had increased in a still higher ratio. 
What would you propose to make the line a paying one 1— 
Opportunities for people to reside in that district will be 
given immediately the construction of the line is assured. 
It is only by the construction of the tramway we will get 
population in the areas I have mentioned. Without a rail- 
way the growth of population would be very slow indeed, 
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because people would not reside in a place where they had 
to walk for half or three quarters of an hour to obtain 
means of conveyance to Sydney. 

529. Wonld the increase in settlement be such that this 
tramway, if constructed, would eventually pay /—Yes. 
population increases in waves. The central and eastern 
portions of Enfield are practically filled up. Our next 
wave of population must go outwards. 

530. If this line were constructed over the length you 
suggested, would the traffic from that extension mainly go 
back through Enfield towards Burwood or Ashfield ?—It 
would. 

531. It would go more that way than in the other direc- 
tion ?—If you constructed the tramway from Enfield to 
Bankstown all the people who wish to go citywards would 
go through the length I suggested through either Ashfield 
or Burwood. They would be going away from the city when 
travelling in the direction of Bankstown. 

532. So that they would really add to the paying capac- 
ity of the present line ?— Yes. 

533. Mr. Doe.| It would be an advantage to take off at 
the corner of the Punchbowl-road and Liverpool-road ?— 
Yes. It is the natural junction. 

534. There are so many roads radiating from that point 
that it would be a convenient place for the people /—Yes. 

535. It has been suggested that the line should go as far 
as Chapel-road and terminate there ?—The land on both 
sides is ideal residential land. 

536. From a workman’s point of view would it not be a 
desirable place to reside, if the line were constructed that 
way ‘—Most desirable from a health point of view. 


Charles Edward Bransgrove, traveller, Park-road, Enfield, 
sworn, and examined :--- 


537. Mr. Doe.| Do you know the country well along the 
suggested route of the line?— Yes. 

538. What is your idea as to the take-off suggested by 
the Mayor; would it be an improvement?!—Yes. You 
miss a large population between the Broadway and Hill- 
street, although the distance is only a few hundred yards. 
There are two or three streets which are thickly populated. 

539, Are those streets so near the ;resent terminus as 
to be of no great advantage to the proposed line ?—On one 
side of Homebush-road they are served by a bus. JI think 
they would prefer to meet that bus by going up Hill-street 
instead of along Liverpool-road. 

540. Taking into consideration the line from Enfield to 
the point mentioned by Mr. Ford beyond the marshalling 
yards, do you think that end of the line would be a better 
proposition than continuing the road right through ?—I 
think it would pay handsomely from that point. 

54 . You think the population there at present, and the 
immediately prospective population, would be of sufficient 
volume to make the line a good proposition ?!— Yes. 

542, Beyond that point and along the country which 
Mr. Ford mentioned as being excellent building ground, 
would it be a good proposition to continue the line to 
Bankstown or Chapel-road ?—I do not think it would pay 
immediately, but ultimately the extension of the line to 
Bankstown I think would pay very well. Burwood is the 
centre of business activity between Sydney and Parramatta, 
and there you have a practical example of decentralisation. 
If you are going to bring people from Rankstown to Bur- 
wood to shop, the cost of travelling would be less than 
going from Bankstown to Sydney. 

543. Speaking generally, do you think there would be 
any volume of trade at Burwood as the result of people 
going from Bankstown to that centre?—I think so. At 
what is known as the Greenacre Park Estate there are a 
good many houses. In the Central Ward, between Banks- 
town and Roberts-road, there is a greater population than 
in the whole of Enfield. 

544. If the tramline were constructed to Chapel-road or 
Bankstown from Enfield, there would be a big development 
in that district ?—Certainly. It would give an opportunity 
to the working man to get his own home, because land is 
cheaper there than anywhere else, 
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545. What could land be obtained for there ?—I know 
some men who are prepared to sell for £80 per acre. 

546. What would be the size of the blocks available (— 
One at the corner of Como-road and Jverpool-road is 
1 chain vy 10 chains. 

547. It has been stated by previous witnesses that the 
marshalling yards and workshops would result in a fairly 
large population settling there. I asked Mr. Doran : 

80. Would not the fact that 7,000 men were working in the 

locality be a special inducement to warrant the construction of the 
proposed tramway, and would it not tend to make it a payable pro- 
position ?—1 think that the railway authorities would prefer to have 
the communication they suggest—a tramway from Belmore. They 
are already running a departmental train there, and I think on the 
average it runs every two hours between Canterbury and Clyde. I 
think that when the workshops are completed a passenger train will 
be run regularly, and it would deprive the proposed tramway of a 
lot of revenue. 
What do you think of that !—I cannot see how it would 
pay. : 
- 548. What effect would the bus traffic have in compe- 
tition with the proposed line?—There would be no com- 
petition between the marshalling yards and Enfield once 
the tram-line was constructed. 

549. Why?—Mr. Stewart has already established his 
depot at the Broadway and has no wish to continue 
further. In fact he has discontinued now not merely on 
account of the tram but because of the bad roads. 

550. Do you know the country in the vicinity of Chapel- 
road ; in the event of the line being constructed do you 
think that would be a reasonable terminus or should the 
line go to Bankstown ?—It should go to Bankstown. 

551. Mr. Travers.| You gave asa reason for this line 
going right through from Enfield to Bankstown that it 
would afford the people around Bankstown an opportunity 
of doing their shopping at Burwood, and you considered it 
was the most important shopping centre bétween Sydney 
and Parramatta. Taking Campsie as a shopping centre, 
would you consider that Burwood offered better facilities 
to the people at Bankstown than Campsie ?—I think so. 
Practically all roads lead to Burwood; they do not to 
Campsie. Campsie has grown by leaps and bourds during 
the last few years, but at the same time I do not think it 
equals Burwood as a business place. 

552. Chairman.| In speaking of that portion of the line 
which traverses the central ward of Bankstown you said 
that ward had a larger population than the whole of 
Enfie!d ’—Yes 

553. What conclusion do you desire the Committee to 
draw from that; that it would offer a prospective field for 
getting revenue for the proposed line ’—Certainly. 

554. You are in favour of carrying the line right on to 
Bankstown?—Yes. But half a loaf is better than no 
bread, and if we get a line through Chullora it would be a 
great advantage. ‘To reconstruct the Liverpool-road would 
cost approximately £21,000, and the Government, | think, 
is prepared to lend the Council that money at 5 per cent. 
for a period of ten years. It the Government construct 
the line it will cost £25,000, which would pay them better 
than the 5 per cent. would. The Strathfield Town Clerk 
informed me there is a population of 1,500 at South Strath- 
field which would practically be served by this tram. There 
is a large area in the south-western portion known as 
Josephson’s estate which has lately been subdivided where 
600 or 700 houses could be erected. 

555. Would both the areas you mention be nearer to the 
proposed tram-line than to the existing railway line ?—Yes. 

556. And likely to furnish revenue for the tramway !— 
Undoubtedly. They are within a quarter of a mile of the 
line right along the route. 


Harold Ashley Drew, Town Clerk, Enfield, sworn, and 
examined :— 


557. Mr. Travers.| You have some figures to put before 
the Committee /—I have had some figures prepared regard- 
ing the buildings erected in the west ward of the munici- 
pality for the last three years,dating back to the beginning of 
1920. The west ward begins at the present tram-line and ex- 
tends a little past the marshalling yards westof the line which 


Mr. Ford spoke of. That line is opposite the Homebush- 
road, and between there and the present line there were in 
1920, 9 houses erected; in 1921, 4; in 1922, 10; and up to the 
present this year, 4. West, between there and the Roberts- 
road, in 1920 there were .3 houses erected ; in 1921, 8; in 
1922, 12; and during the present year, 2. The figures 
show more houses were erected last year than the year 
before. I do not know of any large blocks of land avail- 
able for future subdivision east of the present tram-line at 
the Punchbowl-road in Enfield. All the land in Enfield 
suitable for subdivision is west of that. The industrial 
undertakings are all west of Mr. Ford’s first section. The- 
Strathfield and Enfield brickworks employ 30 men, and 
expect to employ 36 when the works are extended as they 
contemplate. The majority of those men live at Ashfield. 
There is a brick and tile company which employs 28 men,,. 
but expects to employ 60. Of the present employees, 20 
would use the proposed tramway. The Enfield Pipe Works. 
in Madeline-street employ 18 men, the majority of whom 
live at Burwood. The Argyle Brick and Tile Company 
employ 18 men, 12 of whom would use the tram if avail- 
able. The Lion Brick aud Tile Company at present employ 
50 men, and expect to employ 80 in the near future. 
About half their present employ: es travel towards Burwood 
or Ashfield. 

5958, ‘Traversing the route of the proposed line from 
Enfield to Chuliora, would that bring within its influence- 
the industrial undertakings you have mentioned !— Yes, 
all would be served by that tramway. 

559. I am not clear from what you said in which way the 
development has taken place in the Enfield district, say, 
during the last five years ; would it be along the route of 
this proposed line!—To a certain extent. The development 
naturally has been in the past where means of com- 
munication are afforded, but those parts are practically 
built on now, and the extension tends to go further and 
further west. 

560. How long have you been Town Clerk ?/—Two years. 

561. Have you noticed during those two years whether- 
development has been appreciable along the route from 
Enfield towards the marshalling yards ’—The development 
bas spread that way all the time. 

562. What are the boundaries of the municipality ?—It 
runs through Greenhill-street on the east between Ashfield 
and Entield and Roberts-road; on the west hetween 
Enfield and Bankstown, and from the Live1pool-troad on. 
the north between Burwood and Strathfield and Enfield 
to George’s River road right to the Punchbowl-road, and 
on the south between Enfield and Canterbury. 

563. If the line were constructed from Enfield to- 
Chullora along the proposed route, would the whole of that 
be within the boundaries of your municipality ?-— Yes. 

564. Is there much of your municipality at present 
served by the existing route from Enfield to Burwood or- 
Ashfield !—Almost the whole of it. 

565. Is there a better class of building being constructed 
in the district during the last two years for workmen’s. 
homes ?—Yes Jn the eastern portion there is a better 
class of building, but in the west ward of the municipality 
they are mostly workmen’s homes ; the land is cheaper, and 
the class of building tends to become cheaper. 

566. Mr. Drummond.| What, in your opinion, is likely 
to be the effect of the bus competition on the proposed 
extension /—If the road is bad, the people will use the 
tram in preference to the bus every time. I think a certain 
amount of traftic would go to the railway at Burwood. 

567. To What extent are buses running along the 
area affected by this line at present !—I was told yesterday 
that the motor buses from Sydney to Chullora now termi- 
nate at the proposed take-off. The buses which were 
running through to Chullora have been discontinued on 
account of the bad roads. 

568. At present there is no organised bus service there 
worth considering as a factor in the development of the- 
area /—There was one until the road became bad. 

569. I suppose you have other buses running within the 
existing tramway areas !—There are many buses running. 
To my mind, motor bus traffic can never compete with tram 
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and rail traffic. It would take an enormous number of 
buses to carry the people who go in by train to Sydney 
from the Western suburbs, 

570. What is the position now with regard to the buses 
within the existing area ; are they well patronised !—The 
buses are running a half-hourly service, and are well 
patronised from about Ashfield or Summer Hill to Sydney. 
At Leichhardt they are crowded, I have noticed that in 
the evening the buses are fairly well filled, in fact they are 
sometimes crowded. 

571. Would the trams be well filled in the evening ?— 
The trams on the existing line are crowded at that time. 

572. At the hour at which you have noticed the buses 
are well filled, have the trams been well filled (—I think out 
of all proportion more people travel by tram or train from 
Enfield to Sydney than travel by bus. The bus traffic is 
only a drop in the bucket. 

573. Generally speaking, experience in the suburbs is, 
that the trams are very well filled in the evenings !—Yes, 
during the busy period. 

574. If this line is constructed will it result in a general 
extension of the residential area ?—Yes. The area that is 
not served is practically al] available for extension, and 
when the means of communication are there I think the 
people will live there. 

575, With regard to the proposed take-off of the line there 
is a junction at the business quarter of Enfield ?—There 
will be. 

576. Would the take-off at Liverpool-road be better than 
the take-off at the point proposed by the Commissioners !—I 


$05 


Witness—H. A. Drew, 22 February, 1923. 


am not able to speak from a technical point of view, but it 
seems to be a straighter take-off. The proposed scheme 
takes it down almost at right angles from the Liverpool- 
road to Hill-street, and then turns about at right angles 
back to Liverpool-road. 

577. In that case you would be running parallel to the 
existing line for some distance 1—It would not be parallel. 
It forms one side of a triangle. It would pick up a certain 
amount of traffic from the South Strathfield side. 

578. At the widest point of the existing terminus it 
would not be more than about 100 yards ?—I think it would 
be more than 200 yards. 

579. From the Broadway to the existing terminus the 
proposed line, if deviated as suggested, would really run 
parallel to the present line as far as the terminus at no point 
wider than 200 yards from the existing line?—Yes. But 
against that you would have the 200 yards along Hill-street 
to come off that length. It would mean the laying of a very 
short length of extra line. 

580. Mr. Doe.| What would it cost by motor bus from 
the Broadway to Sydney ?—9d. 

581, And by train from the same point /—9d, 

582. Is there any difference in the time of journey by 
bus or train ?—Travelling by slow train there would not be 
much difference but by a fast train you would gain consdier- 
ably. 

383. In the outlying portions of the municipality is there 
afair amount of land available at a reasonable price?— Yes, 

584. What would be a reasonable average to pay for land 
there ?—About £1 a foot. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923, 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTER ON PUBLIC WORKS 


TRAMWAY FROM HABERFIELD TO DOBROYD POINT. 


RE POR’ r. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING Commirrer on Posiic Works, appointed during the 
Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 1912 
(3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 
Hlection Enabling Act of 1922 (138 George V, No. 19), to whom was referred for 
consideration and report “the expediency of constructing a line of tramway from 
Haberfield to Dobroyd Point,” have after due inquiry resolved that it is expedient 
the proposed tramway be constructed; and in accordance with subsection (d) 
of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, report their resolution to the 
Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. It will be seen from the official evidence submitted at the opening of the 
inquiry that the proposed connection between the Haberfield line and Dobroyd 
Point was under consideration by the Public Works Department in 1912, when 
the Minister of the day (Hon. A. Griffith) expressed the opinion that the principal 
benefit of such a line would be to the Haymarket Permanent Building Company, and 
stated the if that body would guarantee the Government against loss during the first, 
five years on the same terms as the North Sydney Inves tment Company had guaranteed 
to cover loss on the Suspension Bridge tramway, he would be willing to authorise its 
construction. 


Subsequently the Haymarket Building Company intimated through the Ashfield 
Municipal Council that it had already sold the greater portion of its interests in land 
in the vicinity of the proposed tramway to Dobroyd Point, and to provide a guarantee 
would necessitate others joining in; the company would, however, be prepared to 
consider a proposal to undertake the construction of a line from Dobroyd Point to 
Summer Hill Station provided a twenty-one years’ right of the roadway were given 
it. The minister thereupon decided that no further action should be taken. 


The matter was revived in 1916, when a report on the proposed line was obtained 
from the Chief Railway Commissioner. The estimated cost was then £10,219. It was 
pointed out by the Commissioner that there was considerable settlement along the 
proposed route, and if a tramway were constructed the probability was that further 
building operations would result, with increase ofrevenue. In the Chief Commissioner’s 
opinion the proposal was one w! ich should receive favourable consideration when funds 
were available. 


In 1921 the Tramway Advisory Committee, having visited the district, expressed 
the opinion that the extension—the cost of which they stated would be under £20,000— 
was necessary to. bring this well populated area into closer touch with the tramway 
system of the district. The Committee recommended for the Minister’s consideration 
the advisability of having a fresh estimate of the cost prepared, and this proposal listed 
for construction out of the tramway vote for 1921. In the following year the Railway 
Commissioners were asked to arrange for the necessary survey and the preparation 
of estimates, so that in the event of approval being given all might be in readiness for 
a commencement to be made with the work. Subsequently the Railway Department 
reported that the survey of the proposed line had been completed, and that the cost 
of construction was estimated at £21,637. At a later period it was pointed out to the 

finister by deputation that Dobroyd Point during the last few years had crown so 
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rapidly that tramway facilities were a necessity; and the opiion was freely expressed 
that the tramline, if constructed, would pay from the start. The Minister (Hon. R. 
T. Ball), in his reply, stated that the work would cost over £20,000, and the proposal 
would, therefore, have to go before the Public Works Committee. 


The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1922. 


THE PROPOSED TRAMWAY. 


2. The proposed tramway commences at the intersection of Ramsay and Dalhousie 
streets in the municipality of Ashfield, and proceeds in a north-easterly direction from 
the existing Sydney to Abbotsford tramway, via Dalhousie-street and Boomerang- 
street, terminating at Crescent-street, opposite Robson Park. There are no resumptions, 


ESTIMATED COST. 

3. The estimated cost of the proposed line, with a length of 59 chains, double 
track, ruling grade of 1 in 30 and the sharpest curve of 66 feet radius, was £22,537, 
subsequently reduced owing to a fall in the price of rails to £21,567. The principal 
items of expenditure are :—Rails, £3,519; power and feeders, £3,900; ballast, including 
freight, £2,580; sleepers at 6s. each, £1,023; excavation in streets, £1,125; poles and 
overhead wiring, &c., £1,150; engineering, surveys, head office charges, and 
contingencies, £2,382. 


ESTIMATED REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


4, The annual revenue is estimated at £4,000, and the annual expenditure at 
£6,539—a difference of £2,539. The annual expenditure is made up of £5,299 for 
working expenses and £1,240 for interest on cost of construction at 54 per cent. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


5. A statutory report of the Railway Commissioners, made shortly before the 
proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee, states that an inspection 
made of the route shows that although the major portion of it is thickly populated it 
is within easy walking distance of the existing Abbotsford Tramway, and therefore the 
local traffic to be gained between Dobroyd Poimt and Haberfield would be small, 80 
that the revenue to be derived from it would be principally from passengers riding over 
two or more sections and would amount to only Id. per passenger for each journey. 


The Commissioners were of opinion that the extension was one which should 
receive favourable consideration when funds are available, but they desired to point 
out that there are other districts equally entitled to tramway facilities, e.g., Forest 
Hill, to where an extension of the Underclifie tram has already been approved, but 
the work cannot be proceeded with owing to lack of funds. 


THE COMMITTEE’S INQUIRY AND CONCLUSION. 


6. The Committee have taken evidence from municipal representatives and 
residents generally of the district concerned, have made an inspection of the area to 
be served, and also of a suggested route of extension to Ashfield Railway Station, and 
have arrived at the conclusion that it is expedient the proposed tramway be constructed. 


The evidence indicates that a favourable extension of the proposed line 
would be wa Dalhousie-street, Orpington-street, and LHlizabeth-street, connecting 
with the Enfield, Burwood, and Mortlake tramways at Ashfield Railway Station, 
direct connection with which would give considerable relief to the suburban tramways. 
There is a frequent train service between Ashfield and Sydney; and trains during 
business hours make a non-stop journey between the two stations. 


There is considerable population between Haberfield and Ashfield on both 
sides of the Parramatita-road without any means of transport except an irregular and 
infrequent motor-’bus service. The additional construction is regarded as worth 
consideration in view of the direct connection it will afford with Enfield, Burwood, 
ani Mortlake. 


Vil 


In view of the fact that electrical apparatus is still almost double the cost it 
was a few years ago, and that power production and materials generally are at a very 
high price, and that the construction of the tramway as proposed would result in heavy 
annual loss, the Committee have obtained information from the traffic authorities 
regarding the following methods of transport as compared with the ordinary electric 
tramway :—(1) Electric accumulator cars; (2) the conduit system; (3) railless electric 
cars; (4) surface contact system; (5) petrol cars; (6) petrol-electric cars; (7) motor 
‘buses; and (8) one-man electric cars. Of these, the latter are regarded as the most 
suitable for use where the traffic is not congested. 

Of the 274 motor ’buses running in Sydney and suburbs, and 43 at Newcastle, 
178 are competing with the tramways, 62 with the railways, and 70 acting as feeders 
to either railways or tramways. Most of these ’buses are individually owned and worked, 
and it is apparent that if the Department undertook the running of buses a regular 
service would be demanded, and the maintenance and repair costs would be on a 
maximum instead of a minimum scale. It would, in fact, be necessary to provide an 
equivalent to two and a half drivers and two and a half conductors per ’bus per day, 
viz., one set for the morning and one for the evening shift, with additional staff for 
intermediary relief, overtime, annual holidays, sick leave, and meal relief, together 
with a supply of uniforms—conditions which do not apply to the individually-owned 
motor services. Apart from this, for the use of motor ’buses considerable outlay would 
be necessary to put the roadways in good order. 

It has been shown that at present the Department’s maintenance costs are being 
seriously increased by the fact that advantage is taken by motor-’bus drivers of the 
improved condition of the thoroughfares along which tramlines are laid, and which, 
in the majority of cases, are double tracks. The total cost of such maintenance during 
the last financial year was £528,207. Under any circumstances it is impracticable to 
successfully operate motor *buses within the city proper in addition to trams, on account 
of the limited road space. 

The one-man tram car appears to be highly suitable for use in other than 
crowded or congested thoroughfares, and in districts where the cost of operating the 
ordinary two-man car would be prohibitive. The evidence discloses that this class of 
car in outlying portions of American cities is on the increase, and is being used not only 
in sparsely inhabited places, but also as a means of relief to the rush-hour traffic in 
larger cities. In addition to economic handling, safety features are introduced into 
the one-man car, inasmuch as doors are opened and closed with the stopping and 
starting of the tram respectively, and should the motorman become incapacitated the 
power is automatically cut off, and the brakes apphed in emergency position. 

The cost of operating cars of this type, several thousands of which are in use 
in America, is stated by the Tramway Traffic Manager to be 40 per cent. less than the 
ordinary two-man tram cars. 

The data supplied to the Committee shows that the estimated annual loss on 
the proposed tramway, based upon the adoption of the one-man car system, will be 
£420 per annum. 

Owing to the congested tramway traffic of the city and suburban streets 
generally it has long been apparent that wherever possible tramway services should 
be connected with the suburban railways; and the tramway under consideration 
affords of this being done by an extension to Ashfield. The train service between 
Ashfield and the City is at frequent intervals, and the Committee approve of the 
construction of the proposed tramway with a view to an extension to the Ashfield 
Railway Station being considered, 


RESOLUTION PASSED. 
7. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from the Minutes of Proceedings :— 


Mr. Cameron moved: “That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed 
tramway from Haberfield to Dobroyd Point, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, 
be constructed.” 

Mr. Travers seconded the motion which was passed. 


Wea Pe DICK: 
Chairman. 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Sydney, 22 November, 1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


TRAMWAY FROM HABERFIELD TO DOBROYD POINT, 


WEDNESDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present; — 
Tue Hon, W. T. DICK (€Cramman), 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 


Franets MicrtarL Burke, Esa. 
Dayiy Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee considered the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Haberfield to Dobroyd Point, 


Tkomas Bryce Cooper, Under-Secretary, Department of 
Public Works, sworn, and examined :— 


1. Chairman.] Will you read the official statement 
regarding the proposed tramway extension?—Yes. It is 
as follows :— ~ 


Propos—eD TRAMWAY EXTENSION FROM HABERFIELD TO DoBROYD 
Porn. 


Estimated cost, £22,537, or £30,558 per nile. 
Length, 59 chains, double track. 

Ruling grade, 1} in 30. 

Sharpest curve, 66 feet radius. 


On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Riilways (Hon. R. T. Ball, M.L.A.) moved in the 
Legislative Assembly, ‘‘ That it be referred to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works to consider and report upon 
the expediency of constructing a line of tramway from Haberfield 
to Dobroyd Point.” 

(Question resolved in the affirmative. 

This proposed tramway commences at the intersection of Ramsay 
and Dalhousie streets, Municipality of Ashfield, and proceeds in a 
north-easterly direction from the existing Sydney to Abbotsford 
tramway, via Dalhousie-street and Boomerang-street, terminating 
at Crescent-street, opposite Robson Park. ‘There are no resump- 
tions. 

The Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report is dated 20th 
October, J922, and is as follows :— 


Paorosep TRAMWAY EXTENSION FROM HABERFIELD TO DoBRozvD 
Pont. 


In accordance with the request of the Honorable the Minister for 
Public Works and Railways, and in pursuance of the provisions of 
the Public Works Act, 1912, the Commissioners beg to submit their 
report on the abovementioned proposal. 

The proposed tramway commences from the existing Abbotsford 
line at Haberfield, and proceeds via Dalhousie and Boomerang streets 
to Dobroyd Point, a distance of 59 chains. In the figures given 
below, provision has been made for a double track, the sharpest 
curve being of 66 feet. radius, and the ruling grade 1 in 30, 

The financial prospects of the extension are as under :— 


Estimated cost of construction :— £ £ 
Estimated cost of construction inclusive of 


overhead wire, power, and feeders ...... 21,637 
_ Telephone, bundy recorder, waiting-room, &e, 900 
—- 22,537 
Estimated annual expenditure :— 
Interest on cost of construction (£22,537) at 
PURBVEXRCED Uae tah oats seine siclotie's as teieleeidwtienn ove ot 1,240 
INV OMA PTORDEDSCB ayaa voices) v's: vspirece see «oe 5, 299 
aa 6,589 
Fstimated annual revenue :— 
Estimated annual revenue ..... Paderene sere en ty 4,000 4,000 
Difference......... Wisc £2,539 


+ 8941—A 


An inspection made of the route shows that although the major 
portion of it is thickly populated it is within easy walking distance 
of the existing Abbotsford Tramway, and therefore the local traffic 
to be gained between Dobroyd Point and Haberfield would be small, 
so that the revenue to be derived from this proposal would be 
principally from passengers riding over two or more sections and 
would amount to only ld. per passenger for each journey. 

The Commissioners are of opinion that the extension is one which 
should receive favourable consideration when funds are available, 
Lut desire to point out that there are other districts equally entitled 
to tramway facilities e.g. Forest Hill, to where an extension of the 
Undercliffe tram has already been approved, but the work cannot 
be proceeded with owing to lack of tunds, 
The Common Seal of the Railway ) 

Commissioners for New South 

Wales was hereunto affixed 

the 20th day of October, one 

thousand nine hundred and 

twenty two, in the presence 

of— } 
W. Jno. Morris, Secretary. 

The proposed connection between the Haberfield line and Dob- 
royd Point was under consideration by the Department in 1912, 
when the Minister of the day (Mr. Griffith) expressed the opinion 
that the principal benefit of such a line would be to the Haymarket 
Permanent Building Company, and stated that if that body would 
guarantee the Government against loss during the first five years on 
the same terms as the North Sydney Investment Company had 
guaranteed to cover loss on the Suspension Bridge tramway, he 
would be willing to authorise its construction. 

Subsequently the Haymarket Building Company intimated 
through the Ashfield Municipal Council that it had already sold the 
greater portion of its interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed 
tramway to Dobroyd Point and to provide a guarantee would neces- 
sitate others joining in; the company would, however, be prepared 
to consider a propesal to undertake the construction of a line from 
Dobroyd Point toSummer Hill Station provided a twenty-one years’ 
right of the roadway were given it. Mr, Griffith thereupon decided 
that no further action should be taken. 

The matter was revived in 1916, when following on representa- 
tions by Mr. W. KE. V. Robson, M.L.A., a report on the proposed 
line was obtained from the Chief Railway Commissioner. The 
estimated cost was then £10,219. It was pointed out by the Com- 
missioner that there was considerable settlement along the proposed 
route, and if a tramway were constructed the probability was that 
further building operations would result, with increase of revenue. 
In Mr. Fraser’s opinion the proposal was one which should receive 
favourable consideration when funds were available. 

Upon receipt of this report the then Minister (Mr. J. H. Cann), 
intimated his intention to obtain the Tramway Advisory Com- 
mittee’s opinion on the proposed extension, but that body being in 
abeyance owing to lack of funds for tramway construction, actiun in 
that direction was not taben until September, 1920, when by 
instructions of the succeeding Minister (Mr, Estel]) the matter was 
referred to the Committee for report. 


Seal. 


JAMES FRASER, 


| (L 8.) 
J. H. Cann, 
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Witnesses—T. B. Cooper, 6 December, 1922, and E. J. Doran, 3 January, 1923, 


The Tramway Advisory Committee reported on the proposed 
extension on 6th September, 1921, as follows :—‘* The Tramway 
Advisory Committee has given consideration to the proposed exten- 
sion of the Five Dock tramway to Dobroyd Point. ‘The Committee 
has visited the locality and heard evidence from those interested 
and local residents, In the opinion of the Committee, this short 
extension—the cost of which will be under £20,000—is necessary to 
bring this well populated area into closer touch with the tramway 
system of the district. The Committee recommends for the Minis- 
ter’s consideration the advisability of having a fresh estimate of the 
cost prepared, and this proposal listed for construction out of this 
year’s Tramway Vote.” 


Subsequently (25th January, 1922), by direction of Mr. Estell, 
and following on representations by the Hon. E. A. McTiernan and 
Lieut.-Colonel Shillington, M.’sL.A., the Railway Commissioners 
were asked to arrange for the necessary survey and tne preparation 
of estimates, so that in the event of approval being given all might 
be in readiness for a commencement to be made with the work. 


On 18th July, 1922, the Railway Department reported that the 


survey of the proposed line had been completed, and that the cost 
of construction was estimated at £21,637. 


On 38rd August, 1922, a deputation including Messrs. E. A. 
McTiernan, J. T. Ness, and T. J. Hoskins, M.’sL.A., Aldermen 
Hedger, Colville, and Algie, and representatives of the Haberfield 
Progress Association, waited upon the Minister (Mr. Rall), to urge 
the construction of the proposed tramway. It was pointed out by 
the deputation that Dobroyd Point during the last few years had 
grown so rapidly that to-day tramwav facilities were a necessity ; 
and the opinion was freely expressed that the tramline, if con- 
structed, would pay from the start. 

Mr. Ball, in his reply, stated that the work would cost over 
£20,000, and the proposal would, therefore, have to go before the 
Public Works Committee. He would place the matter before the 
Committee as soon as that body was constituted. 


There is a matter which the Minister desires me to men- 
tion in connection with proposed tramway extension and 
feeders generally. Having regard to the development of 
motor bus traffic, and whether it can cater for the public, 
the Minister has given some thought to the question of 
whether the needs of the people in connection with some of 
these proposed tramways might not be met just as well by 
motor bus services as by the tram. The Minister feels 
that it would be a good thing if the Committee, in review. 


ing these tramway proposals, looked into that aspect of the 
matter. He has formulated no policy regarding the 
question, but he has given it thought in a general way. 

2. Is that from the standpoint of the Government estab- 
lishing motor bus services !—The Minister has not gone so 
far as to define that, but the laying down of the permanent 
way and the construction of overhead wiring are costly 
items in the laying of tramways, and having in mind the 
development of ourrailway and tramway systems, including 
feeders, Mr. Ball has been concerned in a general way as to 
future policy. 

3. It certainly does enter largely into the question of 
tramway extension, as it also enters into Mr. Doran’s cal- 
culations regarding existing lines!—Yes, from Narrabeen 
towards Newport and Pittwater there is a motor bus 
service, which to an extent caters for the needs of the 
public, 

4. Mr. Mahony.| I notice that whereas the cost of the 
Enfield to Bankstown tramway is estimated at £12,109 per 
mile, that of the proposal before the Committee is £30,558 
per miie?’—This is for a double track. The Enfield 
to Bankstown proposal is for a single track, 

5 | Mr. Travers.| Regarding motor bus services, is the 
Minister’s idea that the Committee should inquire whether 
the districts through which the proposed tramways will 
pass are already served by motor buses!—Yes, and also 
where they could be served. Instead of laying down costly 
permanent ways the suggestion is that motor bus services 
might in some cases be initiated with advantage. A num- 
ber of years ago several motor buses were imported by the 
Railway Commissioners, and I think they were tried out 
from Petershain ; but I believe the type of vehicle was not 
suitable, and the thing was never developed. 

6. The idea is that side by side with the Committee’s 
inquiries, investigation should be made as to whether some 
clistricts could not be as well served, with less expense, by 
motor buses instead of by trams ?—Yes, that is Mr. Ball’s 
desire. 


WEDNESDAY, 3 JANUARY, 1923. 


resent :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHammay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvERs. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis Micuagyt Burke, Egq, 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 


Davin Henry DrumMonpn, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Haberfield to Dobroyd Point. 


Edward John Doran, Tramway Traflic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Tramways, sworn and examined :— 


7. Chairman.]| Have you prepared a statement in respect 
of this proposed tramway ?—Yes, it is as follows :— 


The question of constructing a tramway from Haberfield 
to Dobroyd Point, a distance of 65 chains, was first con- 
sidered by the Deputy Chief Commissioner for Railways 
upon representations made by the Director-General. of 
Public Works in September, 1916. The estimates prepared 
at that time were: 


Estimated cost of construction se S121 “3 

Estimated annual expenditure ............. 3,655 

Estimated annual revenue ....... Akay a 2,550 
DP SPENCE TONS So aces neces eee: £1,105 


The Deputy Chief Commissioner in his report stated that 
the proposal was one which he thought should receive 
favourable consideration when funds were available. 

Nothing appears to have been done in the matter until 
September, 1919, when a report was furnished upon a pro- 
posed tramway commencing at Dobroyd Point and pro- 
ceeding via Boomerang-street, Dalhousie-street, over the 
existing Abbotsford tramline along Ramsay-street to Marion- 
street, thence continuing along Ramsay-street to Sloane 
street, and via Sloane-street to the Summer Hill Railway 
Station, terminating in Grosyenor-crescent, a distance of 


1 mile 50 chains, of which 1 mile 23 chains would be new 
track. The opinion then expressed was that the proposal 
did not commend itself to favourable consideration, - 

The Tramway Advisory Committee considered the pro- 
posal in September, 1921, and was of opinion that it was 
necessary to bring this well-populated area into closer touch 
with the tramway system of the district, and recommended 
the advisability of a fresh estimate of cost being prepared, 
and that the proposal be listed for construction out of that 
year’s tramway vote as it was thought the cost would be 
under £20,000. 

Nothing further was done, however, until August, 1922, 
when the Railway Commissioners were asked to furnish a 
statutory report upon the proposal, and this was submitted 
on 20th October, 1922, in which the following estimates were 
given :— 


Estimated cost of construction .... £22,537 £ 

Estimated annual expenditure ............ 6,539 

Estimated annual revenue ..... $S.94 5 gb caw 4,000 
Difference—Loss ............ 53, Sad aire £2,589 


The Commissioners were of opinion that the line was one 
which should receive favourable consideration when funds 
were available. 


The proposed tramway commences from the existing 
Abbotsford line at Haberfield and proceeds via Dalhousie 
and Boomerang streets to Dobroyd Point, a distance of 59 


chains. Provision has been made for a double track; the 
sharpest curve being 66 feet radius, and the ruling grade 

n 30, 

An inspection of the route shows that, although the major 
portion of it is thickly populated, it is within easy walking 
distance of the existing Abbotsford tramway, and the local 
traffic to be gained, therefore, between Dobroyd Point and 
Haberfield would be small, so that the reyenue to be derived 
from this extension would principally be from those pas- 
sengers riding over two or more sections, and would amount 
to only one penny per passenger for each journey. 

A careful check of the traffic passing over this route has 
been made, and it is estimated that the reyenue would not 
exceed £4,000 per annum. 

I would like to point out that the question of tramway 
facilities in and adjacent to this particular district has been 
under eonsideration for some time, and the routes suggested 
were as follows :— 


1. Haberfield to Ashfield, via Dalhousie-street, Orping- 


ton-street, Elizabeth-street, connecting with the 
Ashfield-Burwood-Mortlake tramway at Ashfield 


Railway Station. 

2. From Ramsay-street Junction with Marion-street, via 
Sloane-street to Summer Hill Railway Station. 

3. From Norton-street Junction, Leichhardt, via Parra- 


matta and Liverpool roads to Ashfield Railway 
Station. 

4, From Ramsay-street, MUaberfield, via Dalhousie- 
street, and Parramatta-road to Norton-street, 
Leichhardt. 


5. From Norton-street, Leichhardt, via Parramatta- 
road to Homebush. 

6. From Ashfield Railway Station, via Charlotte, Wil- 
liam, Alt, Chureh, and Frederick streets, Parra- 
matta-road and Great Northern road, connecting 
with the Abbotsford tramway at Five Dock, 

7. From the existing Abbotsford tramway at Haberfield, 
via Dalhousie and Boomerang streets to Dobroyd 


Point. 


If the line were constructed from Haberfield to Dobroyd 
Point a fayourable extension would be to continue the tram- 
way along Dalhousie-street, as described in proposal No. 1, 
and eventually along Parramatta-road to Norton-strect, 
Leichhardt, as described in proposal No. 38. 

A e¢ross-country route, such as from Dobroyd Point to the 
Ashfield Railway Station, as described in proposals Nos. 
7 and 1, would give a considerable amount of relief to the 
Suburban tramways by making a direct connection with 
Ashfield Railway Station. The train service between <Ash- 
field and Sydney is at frequent intervals, and a number 
of the trains during business hours make a non-stop journey 
between Ashfield and Sydney. This would also obviate the 
necessity for a connection such as described in proposal 
No. 6; as well as the proposed connection between Marion- 
street and Summer Hill Railway Station as described in 
proposal No. 2. 

The length of the proposal from Dobroyd Point to the 
Ashfield Railway Station is: 


Dobroyd Point to Haberfield .......... 59 chains 
Haberfield to Parramatta-road ........ BED. 5 
Parramatta-road to Ashfield) Railway 

BtHUlOH cosy se fea eee hes pee Re ae wes Ti +9 


There is considerable population between Haberfield and 
Ashfield on both sides of Parramatta-road which has no 
means of transport except an infrequent and irregular 
motor bus service. 

The construction of a through cross-country line is also 
worthy of consideration, in view of the fact that there would 
be direct connection afforded with Enfield, Burwood, and 
Mortlake, and if the Drummoyne-Five Dock section were 
constructed additional facilities would be afforded to resi- 
dents in these districts by a direct connection with the 
main suburban railway at Ashfield; and there would be the 
additional advantage of providing a direct service between 
Ashfield Railway Station and the Abbotsford Swimming 
Baths, which no doubt would be duly availed of at week- 
ends and on holidays during the summer months. 

There is also a park and swimming baths in the making 
at Dobroyd Point, which would be availed of by people from 
the Ashfield end; and there is a well-established park with 
every convenience adjoining Parramatta-road which could 
be availed of by residents of the Haberfield district. 

8. When Mr. Cooper was giving evidence on 6th Decem- 
ber he made the following statement :— 

There is a matter which the Minister desires me to mention 
in connection with proposed tramway extension and feeders 
generally. Having regard to the development of motor bus 


traffic, and whether it can cater for the public, the Minister 
has given some thought to the question of whether the needs 
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of the people in connection with some of these proposed 
tramways might not be met just as well by motor bus ser- 
vices as by the tram. 

Have you given official attention to any proposals of that 
kind ¢—No, but I am collating some information which I 
shall supply to the Committee. I think the policy of the 
Commissioners is that where there is a doubt about a line 
paying at the start, and it is absolutely necessary to give 
transport facilities, the position should first be tried out 
with motor buses rather than by putting down a one-man 
car or a trackless ear. 

9. As this proposed line would be portion of the through 
tram, I assume a one-man tram would not be useful?— 
No, excepting on special occasions, when a local service 
could be run. 

10. In your computation of the working expenses you 
use the same class of figures as you gave us in connection 


with the Freshwater tram ?—Yes. 


11. Would the working expenses on a section like this 
be the average working expenses, or less or more than the 
average’—The average. We take the average right 
through for all our proposals. 1 

12. In some cases the working expenses and maintenance 
would be higher than the average ?—Yes. 

13. Do the people towards the extreme end of this pro- 
posed line suffer any great inconvenience through the 
absence of a tram and train service?—No. 

14. Do you anticipate considerable- development in now 
undeveloped areas?—There is very little land to be de- 
veloped. I think what there is would be quickly de- 
veloped if the tram were built. 

15. One portion of the proposed line goes very close to 
the existing tramline?—Yes, on the Abbotsford side. 
That line has developed more, comparatively, than any 
other line we have. 

16. The Deputy Chief Railway Commissioner says this 
proposal is worthy of fayourable consideration ?—Yes, and 
I agree with that up to this point, that I would like to 
see a cross-country line. 

17. You favour proposals Nos. 1 and 7; you would like 
to make connection with the Ashfield tramline?—_Yes. 

18. Do you regard this line as one whose full utility 
will not be obtained unless there is the further extension ? 
—Yes. This is only a very short section. You cannot 
extend the line further than the water’s edge. If the pro- 
posal I favour were carried out it would, I admit, divert 
some traffic to the railway, but I would be glad of such 
relief at the busy times. In George-street we are serving 
twenty-eight very heavy districts on the west, and we 
are running at an interval of about 18 seconds. 

19. Do you know of any other city where there is such 
a small running headway as that?—No. At some inter- 
sections at George-street we have about an 8 seconds in- 
terval. In America they strive for a 15 seconds interval. 
George-street is our only exit to the western districts. 

20. Mr. Travers.| Which of the two proposals, Nos. 1 and 
7, do you think should receive prior consideration ?—Per- 
sonally, I would rather see the Ashfield connection made 
so as to serve the railway station. It would give the 
people an opportunity of getting quickly to the railway 
station. 

21. Do you think those living between the Abbotsford 
line and the Ashfield railway station are entitled to 
greater consideration than those living in the district that 
would be served by the other proposal?’—It would be a 
better revenue-producing proposal. It is desirable to have 
both connections. After all, this is only a small connee- 
tion of 59 chains, which would be much availed of at week- 
ends and holidays. But for public convenience the con- 
nection with the Ashfield railway station should have prior 
consideration. 

22. Even if the proposal before the Comruttee were 
earried out, you do not think it would come completely 
into its own until it was connected with the Ashfield see- 
tion ?—No. 


ee 
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23. The people on the other side are entitled to as much 
consideration as those living on the Dobroyd side?—Quite 
bO. 

24. They are just as far from a tram connection as those 
on the Dobroyd side’—Yes, about the same. 

25. This tramway would run right to the water ?—Yes. 
26. It would not draw any trafic from that end?—No. 
27. The estimated revenue is now 60 per cent. more than 
in 1916, when the first estimate was made. Do you think 
that increase is likely to be repeated in the next six years? 
—The place has been very much built on since the first 
estimates were made, and further than that we have in- 
creased our fares. I regard £4,000 as being about as much 
revenue ae we shall get for some time. A large section of 
the people will not use the tramway, 

28. Those living within a quarter of a mile of the other 
tram would use the other tram ?’—Yes. 

29. It would be only those at the far end whom you 
would get for this line?—Yes. 

30. How are the working expenses made up?—The fol- 
lowing table will show that:— 


bo bo bo 


WorKING Expenses PER Car MILE. 


1919. 1920. 1922, 
d. d, d. 
Maintenance of way (Permanent-way 
; Branch’) ay ssmessscdeien mace eee Pa 3°89 3°95 
Maintenance of plant (Electrical 
Branch) Mecomcuateateceenes 431 7) for05 4 54 
Power expenses (Electrical Branch)..| 0°97 1-14 1°43 
Traffic expenses (Traffic Branch) ..... 5°66 10°8 13:03 
Compensatlon and general ............... 0:98 1:02 0 4 
SP OEBIB sive cseny scons: dean ueetaon 17°69 21:9 23°35 


venue’—We take a count of the bus passengers and the 


pedestrians to and from the tram. The pedestrians num- 
bered 3,452. We take it that two-thirds of those will use 
the tram. The motor bus passengers numbered 254. We 
say we shall get half of those. We estimate we should 
get a penny from each of those passengers. It is not a 
local section in the ordinary way; it will be a through 
section. We estimated that we will get £10 2s. 4d. a day, 
or £3,693 per annum. Allowing for additional traffic on 
holidays and special occasions, we estimate we shall get a 
further amount, making the receipts £4,000, We checked 
the persons whom we counted at a certain point. We 
know that at a certain distance from the section they will 
not use the tram, and we allow for those we think will not 
use the tram, 

32. Between the terminus of the proposed tram and 
Parramatta-road there is a fair distance where there is no 
adequate facility for persons to get to and from a tram 
without using the bus ?—Yes. 

33. Do you think that by an extension of the tram to 
serve that population it could be made to pay?’—No. A 
large percentage of those on the left-hand side going to 
Dobroyd would use the Leichhardt or Abbotsford tram. 

34. Is not the part on the other side towards Ashfield 
well served by the railway?—No. It is 28 chains to the 
Parramatta-road, and from Parramatta-road to Ashfield 
it is 73 chains; that is over a mile. Where the people 
ean get to the railway they will prefer it, because the 
trams are heavily laden on occasions. It would be as easy 
for those people to walk to the Abbotsford line as to the 
new line, and they would not have to pay another penny, 


35. With regard to the proposed line towards Ashfield, 
the people there are badly served at present?’—Yes, Their 
nearest point would be the Abbotsford line. There is no 
railway serving them within a mile. 

36. Mr. Drummond.| Why is it necessary to have a 
double line on that short section?’—Where a line forms 
portion of a main line we do not like a single line. Every 
single line that we have built in connection with a main 
line has had to be doubled. .We had to duplicate the 
Undercliffe line in three sections. We started that line 
with a 20 minutes’ service, and are now running a 5 
minutes’ service. It would be a mistake to construct the 
proposed line as a spur line. If you were running a local 
service it would be a different thing, but as it is part of 
the main line there would be too much waste of time in 
merely running up and down a single track. 

37. For how many miles do you consider a tramway is 
effective/—Let me take the La Perouse line. Beyond 
Maroubra there is very little habitation. People will not 
go there because it is too far. The same applies to the 
Ryde line. Beyond Gladesville the growth has been very 
slow. The Ryde line is 12 miles long. 

38. Would you say that when a tramline gets beyond 
6 miles its efficiency as a settlement-producing proposition 
is reduced ?—I would not say that as a general thing. It 
all depends on the locality. When we opened electrically 
the Dulwich JHill line, which is a 55 minutes run, the 
effect on settlement of population was enormous. The 
growth was very rapid, and to-day there is very little 
vacant land there. 

39. Would that be due to there being a big intermediate 
population?—No. We then extended that line to Wattle 
Hill and Canterbury railway station. That district grew 
very extensively, because the people had the choice of the 
railway at Canterbury, the tramway at Dulwich Hill, and 
the cross-country tram at Petersham, From the city that 
tramway is about 8 miles. <A lot depends on the district. 
Neither Long Bay nor La Perouse has any attraction 
excepting the water, and there is only the one means of 
access to the district, namely, the tramway. If there were 
a train adjacent the district would vastly improve. 

40. What is the maximum and the average speed of 
electric trams?—We do not like to exceed 12 miles an 
hour. 

41. Mr. Doe.| As this extension would be a penny s6ec- 
tion, and as the motor buses could not very well do it for 
a penny, do you not think you would get more passengers 
than you have estimated?—The motor buses run for a 
through fare; they charge 2d. for local passengers. 

42. I suppose the fact that they serve more streets than 
the tramway would help them considerably ’—Yes. I have 
no doubt that if the line were built we should get a 
greater proportion of the bus passengers later on, 

43. You do not think that the estimated revenue of 
£4,000 is likely to be exceeded ?’—If you were to add an- 
other £1,000 to that there would still be a loss. 

44. Mr. Travers.] Do you see any near prospect of the 
working expenses being reduced?—No. 

45. While the revenue shows considerable improvement 
you think that as in the past eo in the future, that im- 
provement will be more than counteracted by the increase 
in the working expenses ?—Yes. The Chief Commissioner 
is opposed to any constructive work at present owing to 
the very high cost of material. Our working expenses are 
practically governed by awards in regard to the rates we 
pay and the hours we work. We are still working forty- 
four hours per week. 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Haberfield to Dobroyd Point. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, sworn and examined ;:— 


46. Chairman.] Have you the details of the cost of the proposed tramway ?—Yes, as follows :— 
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS—RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY CONSTRUCTION, 
HABERFIELD TO Dosroyp Point Evecrric TRAMWAY. 


Length, 59 chains, double track. Ruling grale, 1 in 30. Sharpest curve, 66 feet radius (at junction), 
4th January, 1923. 
AT RR A A SN AS RIT TS SS RR ESS YE OCR ICN RS SECA EA SK Se E  N AE  G P c 


Description of Work. Quantity, Unit, Rate, Amount, Total amount. 
cee See as cae Sac Sieur Bape Oe 
Excavation in streets ..... Ee Coa netitciur ite ose sealant en's 3,702 cub, yds. 0 6 0 bay Ie 0) | 
BUCO HePs: jm aceae sae Jananundvorbe dseompNe Cee nee ofsinc erst cle 3, 150 each, OF Gne 6 150235105 On) 
Ballast, including freight ..............08 Spaces) saeduewucwonecses 4,300 tons, 0) 2,580 0 0 
Spreading and boxing: AHS) lonorcoddnbeosagedonsabe ago GebUE odoeDeABEne 1,298 l-yd. OR ae 486 15 0 
Blinding and rolling....... Naat demon ears db end LAO TOPE ne Be 8,220 fe 0 0 6 4a) 1) 
Permanent-way materials—Rails ..............ccsceeceeenee ees cerees 276 tons. IZe lon OPe it + 3,019% On 6 
Do do FE ABUCMUITSR Oya Ar cesses event eves: 17% 3 A ee 736 0 O 
Do do MreighURen veces tiene sete oseneceesures 297 i OF oe Om | 133 13 0 
Do do Laying, pe guard TEINS oh e 2,556 l-yd, YC OD 4 766 16 0 
Switches and crossings, manufactured ...........c.6cceceee eee neeees 2 sets. each, 125 Oe 250 0 0 
Do do LQ VVIN ore Mestre cc’aie 04 Bea easiriaie tiers fel 40 1-yd. Ue) 44 0 0 
Woublenuncuions laid COMplete ..6..s.<. ssecocsacenonesdowssvesogenes Lump sum. | 1,000 0 O 
MCL OIE A tection. aeeir. <ccesw is scene Seneca so ctoutaaicawa aeraidiice Ao pleases 339 each. 1 577 10 0 
a ee sce cons cancun cdesenencey: aceeee 336 A Oiler iss 2 6 
Drainage ....... ACAB ASE EO Oa Maratea oe cnslen ousttenatth tearc ee ) at : 6 
Alterations to gas and water MAING ee sstevacseesetsseesenemnes 20: 0 
Do Bicot NES NC By ake BU Be et a Oe a haat 100 0 0| 
Do ELIA CUTLOLIMO MN thats durdticaiaosees ahs 13 \ 100 0 0 
13,234 10 0 
Engineering, surveys, Head office charges, and contingencies}! — wv.sse | sane ees US) pericentia mame : 2,382 10 0 
£] 15,617 0 0 
Chief Electrical Enyinzger’s estimate of 30th June, 1922 :— 
MOMOUEATI CCE Eset me mee et aR he ciaicenk eedieaioaecasat . atiwendeo ON © wadaaawady, WE . Mineieeds 3,900 0 0 
Poles and overhead wiring, including alterations to tele- 
PTADU AMC YbelepNONE LINES” syavenaiarsns cerenssscasess eave no ecetiGs tae dy Miah: canemoataae | Gilbane sesde anaes: TO ON Gm 
—= 050 0 0 
| 
A £| 20,667 0 0 
Telephone bundy recorder, waiting-room 1.4... .cresccnsscennses] see eneees etecaes 5 | . ol Waedactice’ 900 0 0 


47, Mr. Mahony.| In connection with the Narrabeen 


line the cost of switches and crossings is given at £120, 
and in the present instance as £125 ?—One is a single line, 
the other a double line. 


Travers.| Your estimate is about £1,000 less 
than that of the Railway Commissioners ?—The explana- 
tion is that in the old estimate the rails were put down at 


48, Mr. 


£16 10s. per ton ; 
£12 15s per ton. 


in this estimate they are put down at 


FRIDAY, 


23 FEBRUARY, 


1925; 


Present:— 
Tue How. W. T. DICK (CHatrman). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
; The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Witiiam CAMERON, Esa. 
Brian JaMes Dor, Esa. 


Davin Henry Drummond, Esa. 


The Commitice prozeeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Haberfield to 
Dobroyd Point. 


Edgar Harold Donnelly, contractor, Dobroyd, sworn, and 
examined :-— 


49. Chairman.) You desire to give evidence concerning 
the expediency of constructing the proposed tramway ?— 
We are at a great disadvantage i in living fully a mile from 
the existing tramway. We cannot “get actoss to the 
Leichhardt ‘line because the canal blocks us, The only 
services available are motor-buses—one to Ashfield and 


another to Sydney. The owner of one of the motor-buses 
running to Sydney admits having received £60 per week 
theretroun The tram is losing that traffic. Motor-bus 
travelling is very eon venient: The man running the 
other Thokor -bus started with a Ford and now has an titer 
national. He does not care whether he serves us or not. 
We have a park with a water frontage. The population 
of the district is about 3,300 or 3,400. We have baths 
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which are used by 300 or 400 children, as well as by adults. 
An ex-alderman is prepared to construct baths which 
would give additional revenue to the tramway. The sewer 
is going on there and will improve the locality. There is 
a good class of residence in that district. I do not think 
one yaluation made by the Valuer-General is under’ £1,000. 
One of my places is valued at £2,200 and another at 
£1,500. The council and other local bodies support the 
tramway. The women are subjected to much inconvenience 
through the lack of proper transit facilities. The tramway 
would be a good revenue producer from the start. We are 
only asking for a tramway to the Point. 


50. There is a triangle between the proposed tramway 
and the Abbotsford tram-line ;—how far west of the pro- 
posed route would the line pick up traffic?—From the 
Parade. _ The Parade runs right round from the corner of 
Waratah-street. 

51. The traffic from the remainder of that triangle would 
go as now to the Abbotsford line ?—Yes, 


52. In the portion of the western area which would be 
served by this line is there much room for further develop- 
ment ’—Yes. There must be in that portion about 150 
blocks. 

53. Is there any sign of building activity in that dis- 
trict 1—Yes; many houses are being erected for which 
architects have prepared plans, 

54. The whole of the land on the eastern side is practically 
shut off by the canal from the other existing tram-line 1— 
Yes. 

55. On that side is there much fresh building develop- 
ment ’—Yes. The flat will soon be coming into the market. 
The whole of the western side is becoming covered with 
houses, The whole of the northern portion of the eastern 
area is being rapidly built on. To Barton-avenue there are 
dozens of people who use the bus. 

56. What about the southern half of the eastern area t-- 
That is practically all built upon. 

57, Would the people there walk to the new tram or to 
the existing tram ’—To the new tram by all means. 


58. This statement is made in the official report :— 


An inspection of the route shows that, although the major portion 
of it is thickly populated, it is within easy walking distance of the 
existing Abbotsford tramway, and the local traffic to be gained, 
therefore, between Dobroyd Point and Haberfield would be small, 
so that the revenue to be derived from this extension would princi- 
pally be from those passengers riding over two or more sections, 
and would amount to only one penny per passenger for each journey. 


A careful check of the traffic passing over this route has been 
made, and it is estimated that the revenue would not exceed £4,000 
per annum. 

How far do you think people as a rule would walk toa 
tram !—I would personally use the tram wherever possible. 


59, Have you any reason for thinking if the proposed 
line were built the motor-bus would not be a competitor ?— 
Certainly. People would always use a tram in preference 
to a motor-bus. 

60. Is there a pretty good road there 1—Yes, 


61. Where is most of the traffic picked up that goes into 
Sydney !—Dobroyd Point. 

62. Why does not the existing tram knock that motor- 
bus traffic out as far as the section into Sydney is con- 
cerned !/—People go right through once they take the bus. 
Ifa person changed into the tram it would cost him 6d, to 
the railway instead of 4d. 

63. Would not the bus pick up traffic along the existing 
tram route *’—No; the buses only cross the tram-line at 
Dalhousie-street. Neither bus follows the tram-line. 


64, Mr. Travers. | Mr. Doran stated : 


f would like to point out that the question of tramway facilities 
in and adjacent to this particular district has been under considera- 
tion for some time, and the routes suggested were as follows :— 


1. Haberfield to Ashfield, v1 Dalhousie-street, Orpington- 


street, Elizabeth-street, connecting with the Ashfield- 
Burwood-Mortlake tramway at Ashfield Railway Station. 


7. From the existing: Abbotsford tramway at Haberfield via 
Dalhousie and Boomerang streets to Dobroyd Point, 


No. 7 is the proposal before the Committee. Mr. Doran 


was asked : 

20. Mr. Travers.] Which of the two proposals, Nos. 1 and 7, do 
you think should receive prior consideration ?—Personally, I would 
rather see the Ashfield connection made so as to serve the railway 
station. It would give the people an opportunity of getting quickly 
to the railway station. 

21. Do you think those living between the Abbotsford line and 
the Ashfield railway station are entitled to greater consideration 
than those living in the district that would be served by the other 
proposal ?—It would be a better revenue- -producing proposal. It is 
desirable to have both connections. After all, this is only a small 
connection of 59 chains, which would be much availed of at week- 
ends and holidays. But for public convenience the connection with 
the Ashfield railway station should have prior consideration. 

22. Even if the proposal before the Committee were carried out, 

you do not think it would come completely into its own until it was 
omnCeeA with the Ashfield section ?—No. 
Do you care to express an opinion upon Mr. Doran’s view 
of the matter !—Mr. Doran knows what the tramways will 
do. We are only asking for a tramway from Dobroyd 
Point to Haberfield. 

65. You are looking at the matter from a purely local 
point of view /—Yes. 

66. On which side of the proposed line has most develop- 
ment taken place !—The western. 

67. Is there much vacant land between the point where 
you said this line would influence traffic on the existing 
line, that is about half way along !—From Barton-avenue 
on the eastern there is a very big area. 

68. That is down to the terminus of the proposed line 
from Barton-avenue !— Yes. 

69, Is there a ferry service?—None whatever. 
ferry people require a tramway as a feeder. 

70. Was there ever a ferry service there ?—I believe 
there was in years gone by. Henley-parade is nearly com- 
pleted, and we hope to get connected with it. 

71. This tramway would in no way feed that ?—On the 
western side of Iron Cove Creek there is a very large estate 
2 or 8 miles from the tram. They would certainly come 
to ue tram if means were provided. 

How far would the nearest point of Henley-parade 
be Fass the proposed line /—About 1,000 yards. 

73. That would, of course, necessitate the construction of 
a bridge across Tron Cove Creek 1—Yes ; there is a great 
area where the golf links are, and where the soldiers’ homes 
are built. They are a lot worse otf than we are, 

74. How far are they from the existing tram ?—A couple 
of miles. They would have to go to Five Dock ; the creek 
would be the cause of that, 

75. Mr. Drummond.| With regard to the trams which 
run to Abbotsford, what traffic is there at the peak hours 
of the day 1—Ver: y great. The trams leaye every two or 
three minutes and they are always packed. 

76. From 4 o’clock in the afternoon to 7 would there be 
much overcrowding on those trams !— Yes. 

77. Therefore would it not be a distinct advantage if the 
trafic were diverted to the main line?—Yes, but that 
would be asking too much. It would give us railway access, 

78. From your experience how far would people walk to 
a tram rather than pay for a section ?!—The shortest 
distance possible. Our women folk will wait half-an-hour 
for a bus rather than walk. 

79. The total length of the proposed line is barely three- 
quarters of a mile. Do you think the people would prefer 
to pay for a section rather than walk half-a-mile to the 
existing tramway /—Certainly. 

80. In your opinion the ineffective radius from the 
junction with the existing line would be about a quarter of 

mile ?-—-Yes, 

81. The line if constructed could depend upon about 
half-a-mile of the traffic /—.Always. The corner of Waratah- 
street was resumed years ago. 

82. Afr. Doe.| There is land available for building pur- 
poses on both sides of the proposed line beyond Waratah- 
street?—Yes. There are 200 blocks to be built on yet 
from Waratah-street. That does not include the flat, 


83, Are prices there such as would induce people to 
build ?—The land ranges from £5 to £12 10s. per foot. 


The 


William Sager, plumber, 65 Boomerang-street, Haberfield, 
sworn and examined :— 


84. Mr. Travers.| Are you in favor of the construction of 
the proposed tramway !—Yes. I have tried for the last ten 
or eleven years to get the line constructed. We waited upon 
a former Minister for Works who promised to construct the 
line. An estimate of the cost was prepared. The re- 
sumption of land at the corner of Waratah-street was the 
only thing that stood in the way. If the line were con- 
structed it would be a great relief to the pressure of trattic 
at the corner of Dalhousie and Ramsay streets. From 
5 o’clock to 7 o’clock in the evening as many as half-a-dozen 
trams are held up there. Some of the trams, instead of 
changing at Dalhousie-street as at present, could run to 
Dobroyd Point without the necessity of having additional 
rolling stock. I think there should be a 2d. section 
from Dalhousie-street to the Point. From tlic railway 
there would be a 4d. fare, I think the tramway, if 
constructed, would pay from the start. If constructed to 
Dobroyd Point it should be continued across to Lyons-road 
_and the Drummoyne people would then have three lines. 


85. Is much building being carried out in that district? 
-—Building is going on rapidly, 
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* 86. How long have you resided in that district }— — 


sl 
Twelve years? 


87. Leaving out the portion of the district now served 
by the existing tram-line, have you noticed, during your 
twelve years’ residence there, whether much progress has 
taken place in building’—Very much. Twelve years ago 
there was not a place there; it was a bush. Now there 
are beautiful properties there. People are building rapidly 
since we got the sewer. The whole trouble is that we are 
too far from a tram. People do not want a motor-bus ; 
they want a tram, 


88. Leaving out that portion of the district which is 
already served Ly the existing line, say about one-third 
along the route of the proposed line, there would remain 
two-thirds bounded on one side by the Long Cove canal and 
on the other by the Iron Cove Creek ; in that area is there 
plenty of land available for residential purposes !—It is not 
extraordinarily plentiful, but there are many allotments yet 
available. 


89. Is it looked upon as a district suitable for building 
_workmen’s homes !—No; I think the land is too expensive. 


90. What would be the average value of the land in that 
district exclusive of the portion which is already served by 
the existing line?—It averages from £5 to £12 per foot. 
Next to where I live £12 10s. per foot is being asked for 
the land. 

91. Is the dearest land in the vicinity of Dobroyd Point % 
—It is becoming the dearest land. 


92. The Department is treating this line as a section, 
but Mr. Doran said that he doubted very much whether 
there would be a great deal cf traffic between Dobroyd 
Point and the intersection on the Abbotsford line. He 
thinks that most of the people who would use this tramway 
would do so for two sections, on which they would pay 3d. ; 
so that for the purpose of estimating his revenue he has 
only credited the passengers on this line with Id. De you 
think there would be much local trattic from the terminus 
of this line to Abbotsford, treating it purely as a 2d. sec- 
tion?—I do. We have such a long walk from Ramsay- 
road down. Myself and many others seldom leave home 
_ once we get there, but if there was a tram the case would 
be entirely different. If we wish to buy anything, we have 
_ to go down to Ramsay-road, as where we are is simply a 
residential area. Women in the day time have to use the 
bus to go to Ramsay-road. They are prepared to pay 2d. 
every time. The Abbotsford corner is a good shopping area. 

93. Mr. Mahony.] You suggest a continuation of the 
tramway up Lyons-road. Would you not have to cross a 
swainp !—There is a little swamp, but it is not deep. 

94, Are they reclaiming any portion of that locality ?— 
They have not started to reclaim it. 
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95. Do you think Drummoyne could be linked up with 
the main suburban line in the future /—Yes. <A portion on 
the opposite side is very thickly populated. There is a 
returned soldiers’ settlement there. Wherever the tram 
goes the people follow it. 


96. Mr. Doe.| The estimated cost of the construction of 
the proposed line in 1916 was £10,219; today it is 
£22,537. The estimated loss on the line in 1916 was 
£1,105 ; to-day it is £2,539. Do you think the Joss will 
be as great as estimated ?—-No. I think the line could be 
constructed for less than the amount estimated. The 
wages of men have been reduced 7s, per week, and the 
working hours have been increased from forty-four to forty- 
eight, and there should be something taken off the estimated 
loss in consequence. 


97. Would the Committee be justified in recommending 
the construction of a tram-line which would involve a loss 
of more than £2,500, especially when motor-buses are - 
likely to enter into serious competition, thereby increasing 
the loss!—If we had a bridge we could get the whole of 
the traffic from the tail end of Fivedock. There are many 
buildings across Iron Cove Creek, and if a bridge were 
constructed the people there could use the tram, 

98. Would not those people have to walk some distance 
to reach the terminus of the proposed tram in the vicinity 
of Robson Park }—They would have about 300 yards to 
walk. 

99. How about those a little distance from the water at 
Tron Cove Creek ?—They would be nearer to the proposed 
tram than to Five Dock. Mr. Doran said the Department 
would link up all those lines without any further trouble. 
We would only have been too pleased to get right to 
Ashfield station. 


100. Chairman.| What effect would the linking up of 
the Point with the Ashfield railway station have upon the 
Abbotsford line as far as the traftic towards Sydney is 
concerned !—It would mean that the whole of the people 
from Haberfield to Abbotsford, instead of going right into 
town, could go across to Ashfield station or Summer Hill 
station and get the train there. That would link up places 
such as Hurlstone Park and Mortlake. 


Rupert Jesse Coombes, company director, Crescent-street, 
Dobroyd Point, sworn and examined :— 


101. Mr. Drummond.] Do you wish to make a state- 
ment with regard to the proposed tramway ?—I am secre- 
tary of the Progress Association, have been resident in 
the district for a considerable time and have had every 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the district and 
its requirements. The proposal was submitted to various 
Public Works Committees before the war, and, I under- 
stand, when Mr, Arthur Griffith was Minister for Public 
Works, a sum was placed on the Estimates with regari| to 
it. It was shelved on account of the war. The cost of 
construction was then set down at about £11,000. I think 
the present estimates are inflated and are not in accordance 
with existing conditions of labour and the cost of materials. 
I think the estimated csst of construction could be reduced 
considerably. Dobroyd Point is practically isolated from 
means of communication except that afforded by motor- 
buses. Ifthe tramway were constructed I think all com- 
petition would be gone. The tramway should be con- 
structed to serve public convenience and public health. 
Most of the people living in the area from Barton-avenue 
right through to Long Cove on either side of the line 
wonld use the tramway. It is not merely a question 
of cost. From the point of view of public health Robson 
Park area is the only water frontage in the western 
suburbs ; it could be made similar to Abbotsford, and 
the area would be so patronised that the earnings of the line 
would be increased to such an extent that if there is any loss 
with the ordinary traffic it would be made up by the visiting 
public at week-ends and holidays. Beat-sheds and baths 
will be provided at the point, and will help to increase the 
revenue. The extension to Ashfield would be best left to 
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the tramway authorities. There is much congestion at the 
corner of Ramsay-road and Dalhousie-street. In the busy 
times tramsare held up there for more than five minutes. 
That would be prevented by the construction of this line. 
There are no construction difficulties. We have the support 
of all the local bodies, including the Ashfield Coancil. The 
department is aware that it is a good proposition, and it 
might be better, as Mr, Doran said, if it were linked up 
with Ashfield as well. 

102. Are the buses a factor in competition !—No. 
present there is only one bus which goes to the railway. 
i3 well patronised. 

103. Has the fact that Dobroyd is 59 chains away from 
the existing tram-line prevented development ?—Yes. The 
construction of the sewer will enhance the prospects there. 

104, The feeling is that three-quarters of a mile is too 
far to walk to a tram ?—Yes. 

105, Havingregard tothe opinion expressed by Mr. Doran 
that the line should be portion of the through line to 
Ashfield, do you agree with the answer given 1n reply to a 
question put to a previous witness that the present tramway 
from. Abbotsford is overerowded during the peak hours of 
the day 1—Yes. 

106. If you construct this short spur line to the existing 
line and the population increases, will not that inerease the 
existing congestion !—Yes,as far as passengers are con- 
cerned, 


At 
It 


107, That would seem to point to the fact that Mr. Doran 
is right when ho says it will be an advantage to make this 
a portion of the line to Ashfield?—That seems to be very 
likely. 

108. Is Abbotsford as a picnic ground overcrowded at 
present ?—I am told it is densely overcrowded, 

109. The inference is that if this line were constructed 
there would be a big influx of picnickers ?— Yes, 

110. Do you think that is factor in revenue production 
which the Commissioners have not taken fully into con- 
sideration !—I do. They have not the proper perspective 
with regard to that. They should visit that place at week- 
ends and holidays, 

111. The Commissioners estimate a loss of £2529. Do 
you think that estimate of loss is too high?—-Yes, Round 
about where I live there are about 300 vacant blocks. I 
know several people who are only awaiting tramway 
facilities to commence building. 

112. Are they refraining from building on their blocks in 
order to get a higher price when the tramway does come !--- 
No. On the eastern side there is mach room for develop- 
ment. There are no facilities for reaching shopping centrcs 
which if afforded would mean a big increase in revenue. 
From the portion on the eastern side by the canal road over 
to the proposed line there are about 300 blocks available. 
The rest is built on. If you get more householders down 
there it will mean a big increase in revenue, 


MONDAY, 26 FEBRUARY, 1923. 


Present :— 
Tue Hon, W. T. DICK (CHammay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 


Francis Micnsae, Burke, Esq. 
Witiiam CAMERON, Esq. 


Brian JaMes Don, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Haberfield 
to Dobroyd Point, 


Albert Vernon Scott, master bootmaker, Haberfield, sworn 
and examined :— 


113. Chairman.| Do you wish to make a statement con- 
cerning the proposed tramway connection between Haber- 
field and Dobroyd?’—Yes. I have been a resident of Haber- 
field for four years. The place has improved very con- 
siderably. Buildings have gone up all around. I suppose 
there are about 150 to 200 blocks to be built on. After 
they are built on J doubt whether there will be any left. 
That will about cover the whole of the neighbourhood. 
The traffic would, within a few years, justify the con- 
struction of the line. At the present time there is a bus 
running. I know from a friend of mine the amount of 
money the bus proprietor takes on one-hour trips. It is 
the big bus which runs to the railway. There is also a 
bus that runs to Ashfield. There were three buses at one 
time. With regard to the shopping centre, Ramsay-road 
is the main shopping centre. When women who have been 
shopping do not catch the bus they have to walk, and the 
walk is too long. There would be no hesitation on the 
part of women to travel by tram on the section to Ramsay- 
road when shopping. There is Robson Park in the locality 
which, we think, is going to become the Coogee of the 
Western Suburbs. The traffic of holiday picnickers is 
increasing gradually. 
ing in conjunction with the council for the improvement 
of that park and also Algie Park. There are baths there, 
and on Sunday morning you may see 300 people coming 
to them from all parts. If a low-level bridge were built a: 
the mangroves it-would open up traffic into the centre of 
Five Dock. At present the poeple take the Lyons-road bus 
or the Five Dock tram, and that is a big walk for them, 


raf Pit. on 
The Progress Association is work-. 


114. When you say there are about 150 blocks not built 
on, do you include the whole of the area east of the pro- 
posed line down to the canal?—Yes. 

115. Taking the eastern and western areas, do you say 
there are only 150 blocks to be built ou ?—I would not say so 
that; there may be 200. 

116. How do you get the number of 150?—That is what 
we guess it to be. We have no official figures. 

117. Is the area known ae the flat built on?—Not that 
I know of. There are three residences built on the flat. 

118. Are there many blocks on the western side of the 
proposed line not yet built on?—There are a certain num- 
ber, but I could not say how many. ; 

119. Take that triangular piece of country bounded on 
one side by the route of the proposed tramway, and on 
the other by the Abbotsford tramway. Hew much of that 
country would be served by the proposed tramway /—As 
far as Dobroyd Point and up to about Martin-street. ©, 

120. Would you expect as much tarffiie from the western 
side of the area to be served by the line as you would 
from the eastern ?—Not quite, I should think. 

121. How would you describe the general class of the 
residences in the district to be served by the line ?— 
Second to nothing bar Potts Point. The class of resi- 
dence there compares with any residential part of Sydney 
or suburbs. 

122. And the nature of the buildings is pretty well uni- 
form?—Yes; up-to-date bungalows. The architects seem 
to be putting in good werk there. 

123. It is one of our newest suburbs, is it not #—Yes. 

124. Which do you think is the more important problem 
as far as the district to be served by this line is concerned, 
getting to the Abbotsford line or the Five Dock line, or 


going right on to the Ashfield railway station?—For the 
present I say to go on to Five Dock, linking up with the 
corner of Ramsay-road, 

125. Assuming the tramway were constructed, would not 
the buses still be able to compete with it?—I do not think 
so. There is a very large percentage of workers whom 
the buses do not serve. I think the bus proposition is 
going to ke very difficult shortly as regards labour con- 
ditions. The men are working eighteen hours a day, and 
that cannot go on for ever. In my opinion a lot of tho 
buses will pull off the road. 

126. You suggest that in time a bridge may be built 
from Dobroyd Point to Five Dock. Is any move being 
made now for the immediate construction of any such 
means of access?’—Not that I am aware of. It has been 
suggested in the Progress Association, but nothing, I 
think, has come of it yet. 

127. Is your municipality co-operating in the building 
of that parade, part of which is already on the north side 
of Iron Cove Creek; does your council propose to build 
any portion of that parade?—I cannot say what the coun- 
cil proposes to do. I am President of the Progress Associa- 
tion, and J know that we have brought before the council 
the improvements to the parade and to the beach. The 
sum of £1,000 will be spent this year on the parade. 

128. Mr. Burke.] Have you any idea of the average 
price of land in the vicinity of the route?—You can strike 
an average of 6 guineas to 12 guineas. 

129. Twelve guineas would be for land near the tram- 
way ‘—Not at all. At the corner of Learmouth-streect and 
Boomerang-street they are asking 12 guineas. 

130. How far along the route would that be from the 
existing tramway—a quarter of a mile?—lIt takes us ten 
minutes to walk to the top to catch the tram. 

131. Do you know anything about the idea of the one- 
man tram’—No. 

132. That is a tram running on the rails and worked by 
one man?—] have no idea about it, but I am against it. 
T think that the driver in the trafic of the city has enough 
to do without collecting fares. 

133. Why do you think that Dobroyd Point will become 
a second Coogee;—is there anything special about it?— 
It is such a beautiful area. All that the beach requires 
is a few loads of sand, and then in a short time there 
would be 2,000 or 3,000 people there for bathing alone. 
There is nothing like it in the western suburbs. The 
people watch the papers for the tides. There is no com- 
fort in the little baths which have been fenced in. 

134. Are the buses well patronised’?—Yes. I catch the 
quarter to 7 bus every morning and it always has a fuli 
load. The later ones are overloaded. At night time 
if you do not catch the bus at the railway you cannot 
get a seat. J have seen thirty-four persons on the bus from 
Canterbury. 

135. So, although the Railway Commissioners in their 
estimate of November, 1922, say there will be a loss ot 
£2,539 on the line, you think that within a reasonable 
time the loss would be turned into a profit?—I think an 
estimate of the cost of the line if made now would be less 
than that, but in time this extension must pay for itself. 

136. Mr. Cameron.| To what extent would it be pos- 
sible for the population to increase on the eastern side of 
the proposed line?—If 200 cottages were built with an 
average of four persons to each family that would be 
800 persons. 

137. There would not ke much room for more than 800 
persons on the eastern side?—That is so, and then the 
place would have been built up. 

138. On the western side there is more room?—Yes. 
Even although Martin-street runs towards the mangroves, 
JI advertised for a piece of land, and the worst piece there 
was offered to me at £6 a foot. 

139. You did not buy?—No, I wanted something a bit 
higher up. 
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140. How far would people have to walk to the existing 
tram in the area that is not served?—In the main area 
that is not served a big percentage go towards the parade 
stop. That is down-hill. Coming home at night they go 
to O’Connor-street, and that gives them about a ten- 
minutes’ walk. 

141. The walk to the existing tram line would be twenty 
minutes, would it¢?—Twenty minutes for ladies; men 
would do it in ten to twelve minutes. 

142. What are the buses charging along that route?— 
They are charging 4d. to the railway and 3d. to Johnson- 
street. 

148. If you want to go to the tramway what do they 
charge along the proposed line?—T'wo pence. 

144. Do you think the competition between the buses 
and the tram will be unfavourable to the tram?—Not at 
all. I do not think the buses will hold when once the 
tram starts. 

145. Do you not think that, because of the excellent road 
which a tramway always provides, the buses will be dis- 
posed to continue, seeing that they pay nothing towards 
the upkeep of the road?—No. I do not think that the 
gentleman who is running the bus now would care to 
have a second bus, and I do not see how one bus can com- 
pete with the tram. J think the line will after a while 
show a good.return on a quarter of an hour’s service. 
That would be sufficient except during the busy part of 
the traffic, 


George Nugent Reynolds, warehouseman, Haberfield, 

sworn and examined :— 

146. Mr. Travers.| Will you state your views about the 
proposed tramway ?—I have been a resident of the district 
for ten years. Nine years ago it was all bush, now there 
are only three vacant blocks in Boomerang-street. Along 
the proposed line there must be at least 300 vacant blocks. 
On the flat the Government has imposed restrictions 
against building on that land, as it is reclaimed land, but 
I understand that in the next two years it will be thrown 
open for building purposes. 


That is facing the canal. 
On the other side of Iron Cove Creek, on what is ealled 
the Fairlight estate, the proposed tramway would serve 
a good number of people. With regard to the deficit on 
the line, as estimated by the Railway Commissioners, I]. 
may say that at least 100 houses have been built on Dob- 
royd Point within the last fifteen months. That would 
help to lessen the deficit. With regard to the buses com- 
peting with the tram, the tram would have a great advan- 
tage over the buses, because the trams always keep to time. 
At the present time many people will not wait for the bus 
because you cannot depend on it, yet it is always crowded. 


The other morning I travelled by the 5 minutes past 8 bus, 


and there were forty people in it. Many of the passengers 
were growling about the excessive speed and the risk of 
accidents. The next morning it wes only the presence of 
mind of a tram-driver which prevented an accident with 
the bus. That sort of thing makes people nervous. On 
each occasion when I have come home by the last trip at 
night there ‘has nearly been a collision between the Bur- 
wood kus and the Dobroyd Point bus. 

147. With regard to the 300 vacant allotments, what 
would be the average distance of those allotments from 
the existing Abbotsford line?—Between half and three- 
quarters of a mile. 

148. That would be fairly close to Dobroyd Point ?—Y ca, 
I am speaking of the water side of Waratah-street. 

149. How far is Waratah-street from the Abbotsford 
line ?—Half a mile. 

160. You said that if a footbridge were put across Iron 
Cove Creek the proposed line would probably draw traffic 
from the area on the western side of that creek, and you 
mentioned Fairlight estate. How far would that estate 
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be from the nearest point of the proposed line, taking a 
fair average distance of the estate from the nearest point 
of the line?—About 400 yards. 

151, Do you know what the area of the Fairlight estate 
is?—I do not know, but the area that would be served by 
the proposed line would be about a quarter of a mile 
square. 

152. Do you hold the view that if a bridge were put 
across Iron Cove Creek the tramway would draw a great 
deal of traffic from the area on the western side of the 
creek ?—I do. 

153. The official evidence discloses the fact that this 
proposed tramway first came into prominence in 1916. 
Can you say that during the six years which have elapsed 
the district has shown much progress ’—Most decidedly it 
has. 

154. Leaving out the area of that portion of the district 
which is already served by the existing line, is there much 
vacant land further on towards Dobroyd Point that could 
be utilised for settlement ?/—Yes, 300 blocks. 


155. Is there much land about the flat that could be 
utilised for settlement’—Yes, there are a good many 
allotments. 

156. Have you noticed whether the bus traffic comes 
principally from the Dobroyd end¢’—The buses are filled 
every morning from Dobroyd Point. 


157. How far down Dalhousie-strect, taking a squar 
east and west, would the tram draw traffic?—As far a« 
Barton-avenue. 

158. How far is that;—is it a third of the distance ?- 
It is nearer two-thirds. 

159. Apart from the influence which the tramway would 
be likely to have in promoting local settlement, what is 
there at Dobroyd Point to bring the people there /—Robson 
Park is a great attraction, and the foreshores are. used to 
a large extent for swimming. On a warm Sunday morn- 
ing there are at least a couple of hundred children and 
adults there, and sometimes there are more. 


160. Do you think the construction of the tramway 
would further stimulate that traffic?—I do. It is grow- 
ing more popular every month. 


161. It is suggested by the Railway Commissioners that 
most of the traffic on this line would be two-section traffic, 
that is, most of the people would pay two sections, but 
that the local traffic would not be very much, and they 
only credit the tramway on a penny basis‘—I do not agree 
with that. 

162. Is there anything at Abbotsford in the way of 
shopping that would attract the people?—Abbotsford is 
growing. 

163. Your opinion is that there would be a loeal traffic 
apart from the through traffic ’—Yes. 


164. It has been suggested by Mr. Doran that a line from 
Haberfield to the Ashfield railway station, via Dalhousie- 
street, should be the first work undertaken. Do you agree 
with that?—No. It would be a losing proposition to con- 
struct a line from Haberfield to Ashfield station. The 
only reason for constructing a line to Ashfield. station 
would be to take the line to Sydney. People could travel 
much more cheaply by tram from Dobroyd Point direct 
to town than by going to Ashfield by tram, then by train, 
and then by tram from the railway. 


165. Is there much building being carried on in the 
district now’—Yes, I estimate that 100 cottages of a good 
class have been built in the last fifteen months. 

166. What would be the average price of cottages in the 
district ?—£1,450 to £1,500. 

167. 'Mr. Mahony. Is there likely to be any traffic drawn 
from the other side of the canal;—is there a bridge there? 


—No. I have heard a rumour about building a bridge, 
but I will work against any such proposal. 


10 


168. Mr. Dee.| Is Dobroyd Point likely to become any- 
thing of a watering-place for people on the western side?— 
It is the only western suburb that has a water front. 

169. You think that a line between Ashfield and Dobroyd 
Point would be of considerable service to the people who 
live there and to others who live in the Western Suburbs 
and who would like to get to the water ?—It would. 

170. Would you favour a proposal of that sort’—Yes, 
but I think the other would be a better paying proposition. 

171. Is it your opinion that the people between the exist- 
ing Abbotsford line and the main western railway line are 
fairly well served at present; the distance between the 
Abbotstord line and Ashfield is about the same distance 
as to Dobroyd Point, is it not Yes. 

172. The farthest person away from the train or tram 
would be three-eighths of a mile?—Yes. 


Lewis Alexander, retired grazier, Haberfield, sworn and 
examined :— 


173. Mr. Doe.| How long have you lived in this locality? 
—Three years. 

174. Have you seen much development there?—When I 
came there there were only three houses in Crescent-street, 
and now the whole street is built on, In Boomerang-street 
there were two houses (between Learmouth-street and Cres- 
ent-street), and that has now been all built on since I came 
there. 

175. Do you agree with previous witnesses that there 
are from 150 to 300 blocks which would be affected by the 
tramway on which people could build homes?—I am sure 
there are fully 300 blocks. During the last three years 150 
to 200 houses have gone up.’ 

176. You think that if the line is constructed it will 
give the place such a fillip as to cause all that vacant land 
to be built on ?—It will be built on in six months. 


177. Do you think the bus competition is likely to 
affect the tramway ?—It would not affect it in any way. 
The buses are always packed morning, afternoon, and 
evening, but they nearly shake one’s head off, 

178. You heard what the previous witness, Mr. Rey- 
nolds, said in reference to what Mr. Doran has stated ?— 
Mr. Doran intends to link up all the lines. There should 
be a footbridge across the mangroves. If there were such 
a bridge you would get 200 houses to patronise the tram. 

179. What would such a footbridge cost?—A bridge 
6 feet wide would run into about 28s. a foot. 

180. Could that part be bridged by a bridge 60 feet long? 
—Even if it were 100 feet long the expenditure would not 
be much. 

181. You consider that a number of people living across 
Tron Cove Creek would benefit by the extension of this 
tram line ?—Yes. 

182. How far would those people be from the proposed 
line?—A quarter cf a mule. 

183. How far are they from the existing Abbotsford 
line?—I could not say. It must be much further. 

184. Mr. Mahony.] Would the traffic that would come 
across that swampy area be from Drummoyne ?—Between 
Drummoyne and Five Dock. 

185. Is there any tram running right through Drum- 
moyne?—The houses I refer to are a long way from Five 
Dock. 

186. Are they between the Five Dock line and the Drum- 
moyne line ?—Yes. 

187. On the side of the Long Cove canal are there any 
workshops ?—Not that I know of. 

188. Is there not an ammunition factory or Common- 
wealth warehouse there’—No, that is on the Leichhardt 
side. : 
189. Is there a bridge across that canal which would 
give people access to this line?—No. 
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Witnesses—h. W. Fozzard, 26 February, and F. H. G. Hargreaves, 28 February, 1923. 


Robert William Fozzard, lime and cement merchant, 
Petersham, sworn and examined :— 


190. Mr. Cameron.| Where do you reside/—At Dobroyd- 
parade. I have lived there for six years. I have had the 
land about nine or ten years. My house cost me over 
£3,000. I have been trying to sell it, because my wife com- 
plains that there are no conveniences for travelling. If 
the tram is constructed we will not leave the place. With 
regard to the bus traffic, I may say there will be a collision 
at some time or other, because of the way the buses race 
each other. They are always crammed with passengers. 
IT know the locality for the last forty years, and I know 
every allotment there. 


191. Is there much available land there for building on? 
—There is a good deal of good land to be built on. One 
of my blocks is worth £10 per foot. My brother-in-law 
has two blocks, for which he wants £10 a foot. The land 
runs in value from £4 a foot. The block next to Mr. Arm- 
strong’s was sold three wecks ago for £10 a foot. Thea 


owner of the block next to me who paid £6 a foot for it now 
wants £7. Mr. Pearson wants £15 a foot for the corner. 

192. What would you consider the average price for 
the available land that would be served by this line?—At 
the lowest, I should say about £6 a foot. 

193. Would that be suitable land for workmen’s cottages ? 
—It would do for either workmen or gentlemen. It is all 
good building Jand. 

194. According to the departmental estimate, it 1s sug- 
gested there would be a loss of £2,500 a year on the line. 
Do you consider there would be sufficient additional popu- 
lation to meet that estimated loss?—I think there would. 
If a bridge were built the line would pay from the start. 
They should not stop at the canal. Hundreds of people 
come to the baths from all parts of Ashfield for a swim. 

195. You have heard the other witnesses. Do you agrze 
with what they have told the Committee?’—Yes, except 
that I think they have under-estimated the number of 
blocks of land that are left. The mangrove area is going 
to be a big sports ground some day. 


WEDNESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY, 1923. 


Present:— 
Tur Hon. W. T. DICK (CuHatrmay). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esq. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 


Davin Hunry DrumMonp, Ese. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Haberfield to 
Dobroyd Point." 


Frederick Henry Glendenning Hargreaves, town clerk, 
Municipality of Ashfield, sworn and examined :— 


196. Chairman.] Can you tell the Committee the number 
of houses in the area that would be served by the proposed 
line, the number of vacant allotments, and give any in- 
formation you may have with regard to the progress of 
building in the area in recent years?—Taking the area 
north of Waratah-street and Barton-avenue there are 630 
assessments and 414 buildings. The unimproved capital 
value of that area is £173,302. That is the land value as 
assessed by the Valuer-General. The improved capital 
value, that is the value of the land plus the value of the 
property, is £531,049, and the rental value, that is nine- 
tenths of the average rentals, is £36,468. In the whole of 
the north-east ward, a portion of which the proposed tram- 
way would serve, the value of the land is £711,335. That 
is the unimproved capital value. The portion north- 
easterly of Ramsay-road is worth £355,000. Nearly half 
the available land would be served by the tramway. 

197. You say there are 630 assessments, and 414 of those 
allotments have buildings upon them. Of the remainder 
are there many blocks suitable for more than one resi- 
dence?—Yes, I should say there were, because the ten- 
deney nowadays is not to build on an allotment as ori- 
ginally purchased. Where a builder can get two houses 
on one allotment he will do so. 

198. What has been the course of building operations in 
that area recently ;—at what rate have buildings been pro- 
eeeded with?—Building activity is not particularly good 
in that part because people will not go there, as there is no 
means of access. JI am sure that if the tram were built 
there would be a boom in building. 

199. Where are the majority of those holdings not built 
on at present situated’—Nearer to Dobroyd Point. 

200. You know the area on the east side of the proposed 
route known as the flat going over towards the canal, the 
low-lying land;—there has been some embargo placed on 
that land, has there not, as regards building residences 


there?—I have no knowledge of any proclaimed land about 
Dobroyd Point. 


201. One witness has said that the Board of Health has 
issued a restriction against building on that area, and that 
the restriction would shortly be removed?—I do not know 
of i: 

202. Any person wishing to build on that area would 
have to submit plans to your council?Yes, but what you 
say is news to me. 

208. There would be no objection to their building there 
if the plans were right ?—No. 

204. Is there a considerable area of land fit to be built 
on on the level piece of country near the canal?—Yes, it 
would carry many properties. 

205. Are you personally acquainted with the present 
means of transport from Dobroyd Point to the tramway 
to Sydney ’—There is only one means of access; that is the 
motor bus which runs at very irregular times. 

206. If the tram were built do you think the buses would 
still be able to compete with the trams?—TI think the tram 
would drive the bus off the line. 

207. In view of their suecessful competition with the 
trams in other parts of the city, why have you come to 
that conclusion’—I am prompted by the fact that the 
people there do not like the bus, and would rather have the 
tram. 

208. Low would you describe the general character of the 
houses that are built on the area to be served by this 
tram ¢—They are very fine properties. Haberfield is known 
as the Garden City. 

209. Can you give a rough estimate of the average value 
of the residences there ?—I do not think you could buy any 
property adjacent to the proposed route for less than 
£1,400. 

210. What are land values per foot like?—Taking 
Ramsay-road frontages, they would average from £50 to 
£10 per foot. You might get some land for £6 or £7 a 
foot, but very little. 

211. Take each side of the area to be served by the tram. 
On the western side how far from the Abbotsford tram do 


- you think the new tram would draw traflic?—From a dis- 


tance of 30 chains. 
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212. On the western side the Abbotsford tram, you may 
have noticed, now caters for a fair section of that tri- 
angular portion of land. How far north of the existing 
‘Abbotsford tram do you think traffic would go to the new 
line?—I do not think that anyone living in Park-road, 
late Martin-street, ever goes to the Abbotsford tram. 

213. Where do the residents of Martin-street now pick 
up the tram?—They go to Ramsay-road, the section. 

214. Would they still continue to go there, seeing that 
this tram would add another section?—I do not think so. 
If the facilities are provided the people will use them, 
especially in such weather as this, and they would do the 
same in winter. 

215. It has been mentioned by some witnesses that there 
are certain proposals to make the park near the terminus 
more attractive, and to erect up-to-date baths at the Point. 
Has your council been approached by anybody for per- 
mission to erect baths ?—I have seen plans of the proposed 
baths. 

216. What would the baths be like?—I think the 
measurements were 100 feet long, and extending into the 
water to a distance of 60 feet. 

217. What does your council propose to do to make the 
park more attractive?—The council’s park policy is a very 
forward one. We spend more money on the parks than 
we get. We have placed on the estimates this year £2,500 
for park improvements. 

218. How much of that will go to Robson Park?—At 
least a third of it. 

219. Have you noticed that on holidays, Sundays, and 
Saturday afternoons a considerable number of pleasure- 
seekers go to the Point?—That is quite true. 

220. Would the construction of this tram lead to a 
greater number of pleasure-seekers going to the Point ?— 
I offer the opinion that it would. The holiday traffic would 
be almost abnormal. At present the Sunday traffic is very 
extensive. 

221. Do you regard that as an item that would be taken 
into consideration as far as the revenue of this tram is 
concerned ’—Yes; we say that Robson Park is a beautiful 
park. It is very attractive to the people, and the intro- 
duction of the tram would no doubt benefit the park very 
much. 

222. Mr. Travers.| You say there are 630 assessments 
and 414 buildings in the district north of Waratah-street? 
—Whzy do you select only the north of Waratah-street ?—I 
consider that from that point the tram would serve the 
greatest number of people. 

223. Did you wish to indicate that from the existing 
Abbotsford line to Waratah-street the people were fairly 
well served?—No, I did not intend that at all. I took 
‘Waratah-street as my starting-point to show the extent of 
land in that area—nearly 200 acres—that would be served 
by the tram. 

224. Leaving out the area which is already served by the 
existing line, and taking the remaining portion of the dis- 
trict which would come within the influence of the pro- 
posed line, what increase would there be in the number cf 
houses ?’—I should say that if the tram were constructed, 
and all the land were built on, there would be 1,500 houses, 
taking the average frontage. 

225, That is, 1,500 houses would come within the in- 
fluence of the proposed tramway /—Yes. 


226. It has been suggested by Mr. Doran, of the Tram- 
way Department, that the more immediate requirements 
of the district would be met by a tram from Haberfield to 
Ashfield railway station. Has your council considered that 
proposal at all?’—We had such a proposal before the coun- 
cil, but the council never dealt with it, because it con- 
sidered it was something opposite to what they were aim- 
ing at. They thought it was simply an idea to kill the 
extension to Dobroyd Point. 

227. Taking the district north of the present Abbotsford 


line te Dobroyd, and the district south of the Abbotsford . 


line to the main suburban railway, which of those two 
districts, in your opinion, requires tramway connection ?— 
To Dobroyd Point. 

228. Why is that?—The district on the southern side of 
the line is already served by the railway. 

229. But there is a fair distance between the Abbotsford 
line and the main suburban line, is there not?—At certain 
points there is. 

230. Lf the proposed line were built to Dobroyd Point 
would a line from Haberfield to Ashfield railway station 
stimulate traffic on the proposed line?—I do not think so. 

231. It has been suggested that if the line were built to 
Dobroyd Point it would bring traffic from the western side 
of Iron Cove Creek. Has that been thought out by your 
council ¢—I have never heard of that suggestion. 

232. It has been suggested that the council contemplated 
building a footbridge across Iron Cove Creek, and that, if 
that were done, a reasonable amount of traffic could be 
expected from that district?—I have heard of a proposal, 
but the council has not considered it. 


233. Do you consider that the traffic in that district will . 


be limited on the western side to Iron Cove Creek and on 
the eastern side to the Long Cove Canal ‘—At present. 

234. What have you in mind when you say “at pre- 
sent ” ?—If the bridge over the canal proposal were brought 
into effect it might bring traffic from the other side. 

235. What objection is there to a bridge at present?— 
There is no objection. 

236. But the proposal has not assumed any definite 
shape?’—No, it is only a proposal. 

237. Assuming that a bridge were constructed over Long 
Cove Canal, would it mean that this line would draw 
traffic further eastward than the canal?—It might. I 
could not say unless I saw where the bridge was to be put. 

238. Are most of the houses in the district oceupied by 
tenants or by their owners ‘—By their owners. 

239. What is the lowest price the covenant aims at?— 
There are no cheap houses in Haberfield. I do not think 
you could buy a house in that area for £1,000 unlees it 
were an old place over 50 years old, and there are not many 
such places there. I should say the average yalue of the 
houses would be £1,400. 

240. The Railway Commissioners, in making up their 
estimate of revenue from this line, only credit the line with 
1d. per passenger, that is from Dobroyd to Abbotsford 
line. Do you consider there would be much local one- 
section trafic from Dobroyd Point to the Abbotsford 
line?—There would be a lot of sectional traffic and a lot of 
through trafhe. 

241. Mr. Drummond.| If the proposed baths were built 
would they be used by schoo] children and picnicers to any 
extent /—The need of baths must be manifest, seeing that 
some of the residents have “stolen” portion of the water- 
front and put up a temporary enclosure. 

242. Would you say that the bathing facilities and pic- 
nicing facilities at Abbotsford are rather overcrowded at 
the present time ?—I think they are. ; 

243. Would you gay that the Commissioners could make 
a substantial revenue from Abbotsford as a holiday resort 
alone?’—Yes. 

244, Mr. Doe.| Is there somewhere in the vicinity of the 
existing Abbotsford line a shopping centre that would 
attract persons from Dobroyd Point?—I think that most 
of the people living in that district would use the tram 
to come to Ramsay-road to do their shopping. 

245. There would be a considerable amount of traffie at 
2d. per passenger /—Yes. 

246. Consequently that would reduce the expected loss? 
—Yee. 

247. I understood you to say that the tendency is to 
limit the area of land on which houses are built?—J did 
not quite express it in that way. The tendency now is to 
build on less land than people originally bought. Tf a man 
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has a 60-foot allotment he will endeavour to build two 
places on it, and the result is that more houses are pro- 
vided than the size of the original allotments shows. 


248. Is that tendency to build two houses on one allot- 
ment due to the unimproved capital value system of rat- 
ing ?—It is due to the shortage of houses and the desire of 
people to live in suburbs near Sydney. 

249. You think that, irrespective of any system of rat- 
ing, the same condition would obtain as regards crowding 
houses on the allotments’—Yes. There are not enough 
houses for the people. 


—- 


John Colville, alderman of the Municipality of Ashfield, 
sworn and examined :— 


250. Mr. Cameron.] Do you agree with what the previous 
witness has said ?—Entirely. 

251. Have you any statement to make?—I have not pre- 
pared a statement. I may say that I lived at Dobroyd 
Point for eighteen months. I am thoroughly acquainted 
with the requirements of the district. I have no hesita- 
tion in saying that a tram is very urgently required. If 
the tram were constructed the estimated deficit would very 
shortly be turned into a profit. We could not expect a 
tram to pay from the start as there is a lot of vacant land, 
but if the tram were constructed there would not be a 
yacant lot on Dobroyd Point before long. 


252. Have you had any experience of the bus service?— 
Yes, it is very unsatisfactory. The proprietor runs to 
suit himself and not the public. 


253. If it paid him to run a better service would he not 
do so¢—I think it has paid him very well, but he does not 
study the public convenience. 


254. Is not the regulation of a proper service within the 
discretion of the council under the Local Government 
Act?—The council has practically no control over the 
buses. The buses are licensed by the Trafic Department, 
and the only thing the council has to do is to approve of 
the loeality. ‘he council receives nothing from the buses 
to help to maintain the streets. 


255. If the traffic were of a paying character would there 
not be competition?—I am not so sure about that. 


256. If the tramway were constructed would the bus 
traffic interfere with the revenue from the tramway ¢—l 
think if the tramway were built the buses would have to 
go off the road. 


257. Have you any knowledge of the area on the western 
side of the proposed line?—I know the whole district well. 


258. Is there much land available there for building ?— 
Yes, a considerable amount. 


259. At reasonable prices?—I do not think you could get 
any land under £5 a foot. 


260. How many houses could be erected in that area on 
the available land?—I can only endorse the town clerk’s 
evidence. If there were tramway facilities I am satisfied 
there would be a great deal of traffic to Robson Park on 
Saturday afternoons and Sundays. There is only one 
Dobroyd Point in the western suburbs. It is the front 
door of Ashfield and the beauty spot of the Western 
Suburbs. Abbotsford is not in it, compared with Dobroyd. 


261. That would increase the tram revenue?—Quite so, 
and J think that traffic would come from Hurlstone Park, 
particularly on Sundays to get to the water. There is a 
lot of building land along Long Cove Canal which I have 
no doubt would be built on immediately. 


ee 


262. If a bridge were constructed across the Long Cove 
Canal would that influence the traffic?—It might draw a 
certain amount of traffic from that side, but I would not 
go as far as to say that that would be a great factor. 

263. There is a suggestion that a bridge should be built 
across the Iron Cove Creek. Would that be an asset !— 
It would be problematical. I would not take it into con- 
sideration. 

264. Mr. Burke.] Have you observed the operations of 
the bus ?—Yes. 

265. Do you notice whether many people walk the whole 
distance rather than get into the bus’—Yes, I used to 
do it myself, because you were never sure when the bus 
was coming. 

266. Would there be a good number of people who would 
walk the best part of the distance rather than suffer the 
inconvenience of having to wait for the bus+—A fair 
number. 

267. How often does the bus 
hourly service. 

268. In the middle of the day when the traffic is not con- 
gested have you noticed whether many people travel by the 
bus ?—There are always a good many ladies travelling dur- 
ing the day. They go to Ramsay-road to do their shopping. 

269. I suppose that in the morning the bus would be very 
much overcrowded ?—It is nearly three years since [ left 
the Point. I moved back to Haberfield six weeks ago, so 
I cannot say. 

270. Would the people living in that locality be more 
inclined to walk than take the tram?—I think they would 


run?—lI think it is an 


take the tram in preference to walking. 


271. A quarter of a mile would be a fair distance they 
would walk from the existing tram?—That is as far as 
they would walk. 

272. Are there facilities for continental bathing in an 
open fashion, such as there are at Coogee?—The point 
would hardly lend itself to the kind of bathing there is 
at Coogee. 

273. What sort of a bottom is it?—Sandy, rather in- 
clined to be muddy. I understand there is a proposal be- 
fore the council to have the baths built by private enter- 
prise. The matter has been before the council, and I be- 
lieve it will be revived. 

274. Do you consider that, even without baths being 
built, the tram would be a paying proposition ’—Yes. 

75. And you consider that with baths it would very 
shortly become a greater paying proposition ¢—I have every 
confidence it would. 

276. Chairman.| Do you agree with the town clerk that 
the most pressing need of the district is the proposed 
tramway, and not a line right through to the Ashfield 
railway station?—I certainly consider we should have this 
tram first, but once it is an accomplished fact we should 
link up with Ashfield station. I was one of a committee 
a number of years ago which urged the construction of a 
tramway from Dobroyd Point to connect with Summer 
Hill railway station, but on more mature consideration J 
came to the conclusion that a better and more direct route 
would be to take the line to Ashfield station. 

277. Mr. Drummond.] It has been stated by some wit- 
nesses that there is a big possibility of Ashfield developing 
into a big shopping centre?—Yes, it has developed very 
fast. 

278. And will further develop ?—Yes. 

279. If the Abbotsford line went through to Ashfield 
station it would give people access to a big shopping centre, 
without their having to come to the city, and that would 
relieve the congestion /—Yes, J believe it would. 
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THURSDAY, 1 MARCH, 1923. 


Present: — 
Tur Hon. W. T. DICK (CHatrmay). 


The Hon. JoHN TRAVERS. 
Francis Micuart, Burke, Esa. 


WituiAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 


Davin Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from 
Haberfield to Dobroyd Point. 


— 


William Henry Mitchell, public school teacher, sworn, and 
examined:— 


280. Mr. Travers.| Do you know the proposal before the 
Committee !—Yes, I have been familiar with it for a long 
time. Ido not think the population living at Dobroyd 
Point would justify the construction of the tram, but I do 
think the tram would provide a public utility, not so much 
for the people of Haberfield as for the people of Summer 
Hill, Ashfield, Burwood, Hurlstone Park, portions of Leich- 
hardt, Petersham, and Lewisham, as ultimately it would be 
a very fine asset to the tram service in providing facilities 
for reaching the water frontage. I am an alderman of 
Ashfield, but not of the ward which would be served by this 
tram. Ashfield is one of the few municipalities in the 
Western Suburbs which has harbour frontage. From Iron 
Cove Creek right round to Dobrovd Point and up the 
Leichhardt Canal into Lewisham there is salt-water harbour 
frontage. Last Saturday there was a regatta on the canal. 
Dobroyd Point and Leichhardt Bay lend themselves 
to bathing and boating facilities. The Point would 
be a nice place for the people in those parts to 
spend afternoons. Robson Park, which is immediately 
adjacent to the foreshore, and alongside of which the 
tram would go, could be made a splendid resort for picnic 
people. Last Tuesday night I brought the matter before 
the Ashfield Council. The council is disposed, should 
the tramline be constructed, to provide facilities for people 
to enjoy themselves, such as two or three kiosks, and 
several places to shelter in, and the council would level 
the Park to make it a nice resort. I estimate there are 
from 15 to 20 acres of land which would be filled in ulti- 
mately. It is being filled in now by the Ashfield 
municipality, which uses it as a garbage tip. That will 
ultimately become a recreation reserve. Itis along the bank 
of the Iron Cove Creek. At the present time it is a man- 
grove swamp, a breeding-place for mosquitoes, but ultimately 
it will be levelled off. With the assistance of the Harbour 
Trust I hope that we may be able to get control of that 
area so that we shall be able to erect conveniences and 
playgrounds for the children, and cricket pitches. J often 
visualise a fine addition to the healthfulness of the people 
resulting from that 20 acres adjoining the Park. This 
line will be the first step towards bringing about that 
desirable thing—the giving of open spaces to the people. 
Rich people can go there in their motor cars, but we want to 
cater for the middle-class and the poorer people, whose 
motor car is the tram, The Government will be doing the 
people living in the parts I have mentioned and right up 
the Parramatta a very fine service by providing facilities 
to enable them to reach that beautiful piece of harbour 
frontage at Dobroyd Point. 

281. How long have you been living at Haberfield ?— 
Thirteen and a half years. 


282. You are well acquainted with the district through’ 


which the tram would pass !— Yes. 

283. Has there been a great deal of development in that 
place /—When I went to Haberfield in 1909 there were no 
houses within 200 yards of Robson Park and the point is 
nearly all built out now. There are a few vacant allot- 
ments which will no doubt be built upon. There is a very 
fine class of property there. The locality is regarded as 
the Potts Point of the Ashfield municipality. I do not sup- 
pose there are more than twenty to thirty allotments not 
built on. The two sides of the park are built on. The 
tramway would not reap sufficient revenue to justify its con- 
struction from the people at the Point, but my argument is 
that revenue would come from that grea area I have referred 


to. I would rather see the line run from Dobroyd Point to 
Dalhousie-street and from Dalhousie-street round Sloane- 
street to Summer Hill. That would be an ideal connection, 
and would pay the Railway Department. 

284. The tramway authorities suggest that if a tramway 
isto be constructed in that district the first tramway should 
be from the present Abbotsford line at Haberfield to Ash- 
field railway station, but you suggest that it should go to 
Summer Hill?—TI really believe that Ashfield would be better, 
The line would have a wider scope. 

285. Do you look upon the construction of a tram from 
Haberfield to Ashfield station as being complementary to 
the work we are now considering }—Yes. 

286. Taking them as independent lines, which would serve 
the greater number of people and meet the more pressing 
necessities—a line from Abbotsford to Dobroyd Point, or a 
line from Haberfield to Ashfield railway station !—I really 
think that a line from Dobroyd Point to Ramsay-road 
would serve a greater number of people at the present time 
and be more justified than the other one, But if there could 
be an extension later on it would make the line a much 
more profitable asset to the State. 

287. It has been suggested that if a line were constructed 
to Ashfield station it would mean that the people in the 
district between the Abbotsford line and Dobroyd Point 
would find a suitable shopping area in Ashfield—do you 
agree with that !—There is a good shopping centre in Haber- 
field, but such an extension would bring the Ashfield people 
to the water frontage and would also give the folk in Haber- 
field a chance to get to Ashfield. 

288. Has the Ashfield Council put an imprimatur on this 
line, discussed it definitely, and supported it ?—No decision 
has been arrived at. In 1912 I was a member of the 
Haberfield District Association and the matter was brought 
before us, Later on we brought up a double-headed scheme 
for the line to go either toSummer Hill or Ashfield station, 
but the District Association was divided on the question. 

289. When did the Ashfield Council decide to provide 
certain facilities in the vicinity of Robson Park !—On Tues- 
day night last. The aldermen supported me in my conten- 
tion that we should improve Robson Park. The suggestion 
is that later on we should erect some kiosks and let them 
to some person who would cater for the people. We wrote 
to the secretary of a band, saying that we would be pre- 
pared to subsidise the band this year if a certain number 
of recitals were given in Robson Park; he had been 
giving them in Ashfield Park. We said we would not 
continue the subsidy unless the band gave some recitals in 
Robson Park. 

290. In the area bounded by the Iron Cove Creek and the 
Tron Cove Canal is there sufficient settlement to justify the 
construction of the line !—In Boomerang-street, Crescent- 
street, Dudley-street and Kingston-street, I do not suppose 
there are more than twenty allotments not built upon, We 
are now filling in Tron Cove Creek with garbage. Ultimately 
it will be all filled in and covered with Monier pipes, when 
we get the railway authorities to do something about a 
bridge. 

291. It has been suggested that if a footbridge were 
erected across Tron Cove Creek the proposed line would draw 
traffic from the other side of the creek, that is the west ?— 
On the western side of the creek the Rodd estate is being 
built on. 

292. If a footbridge were put across that creek, would the 
people in the vicinity of the Rodd estate be served by this 
proposed tramway or is it there any tramway which would 
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be nearer to them?—Abbotsford line is about the same 
distance. Thirteen years ago there was not a house on the 
western side of the proposed line. 


293. Your council has not discussed that matter ?— No, 
but I can see the feasibility of the proposal. 

294. It has been suggested that the Ashfleld Council 
was contemplating entering into negotiations with other 
councils to put a footbridge across?—On Tuesday night 
we had letters from the District Association asking for a 
high-level bridge across the mouth of the Long Cove Canal. 

295. Is there anything else you want to say !—I do not 
think so, but I want to impress on the Committee that I do 
not think the present population would make the tramway 
a payable proposition, but I do think that if you regard 
the tramway as a means for enabling the people to come to 
Robson Park and the water frontage, where there will 
ultimately be baths, it will be a safe proposition as far as 
the State’s finances are concerned. 

296. Your opinion is that the tramline is not justifled 
from the local point of view ; that is, to.serve the people in 
the immediate neighbourhood, but that it is justified from 
the point of view that it it would attract a number of 
people from the places you have mentioned to Robson 
Park and Dobroyd Point?— Yes, that would be a paying 
proposition. 

297. Mr. Burke.| Have you studied the operations of the 
motor buses?—Yes, they are well patronised. J have never 
seen the bus empty. It isalways half or three-fourths full. 

298. Would the bus be a serious menace to the tram /— 
I think the tram would run the bus off. 

299. Why ?—There would not be traffic for the two. 
The fare on the tram would cut into the business of the 
bus proprietor and it would not pay him, I think, to run a 
bus that short length. » : 

300. What does the bus charge from Ramsay-road 
to Dobroyd Point ?—-I am not sure whether it is ld. or 2d, 

301. 1 understand that if the tramway were constructed 
it would be a 2d. section ; that is, that the fare would be the 
same as the bus fare ?—I. should like to know where the 
section would end. 

302. At Ramsay-road, that is where the junction would 
be ?.—That is a very short section. 

303. Do you think under the same circumstances, so far 
as the fare is concerned, the tram would compete against 
the bus !—If you charge 2d. to the Point, the people will 
not pay it. I fancy it is 1d. section to Dobroyd in the bus. 

304. Would Dobroyd Point develop into a great holiday 
resort if no baths were established there?—Not so much. 
Still the people must get to the water, and when that park 
is beautitied large numbers of people with their families 
will come there, 

305. Suppose the baths are not established, are there 
facilities there for open bathing ?— People are bathing there 
now. 

306. What sort of a bottom is it?—Not too good. It 
wants a retaining wall and a sand pump, and then you 
would be able to reclaim 15 more acres. 

307. Mr. Doe.| What is the condition of Robson Park ; 
are there any trees and grass upon it?—It is covered with 
tussocky grass and there are some trees around it besides 
a few natural trees, but the surface is rather rough. It 
used to be the site of a pottery. 

308. It will take some time to build the Park into such 
a condition as to make it attractive to the people of the 
western suburbs ?—I dv not think so. I think the munici- 
pality would be prepared to put Robson Park in good 
condition if the tramway were constructed. 

309. What are the prices of land there ?—£10, £12, and 

£15 a foot. 
_ 310 Not much of a place for a workman who is looking 
for a building site?—It is mostly people in offices and 
people of the middle class who have property there. Eight 
years ago the land was £3 a foot ; in 1909 I bought land 
at £2 a foot, and it hes been rated at £7 a foot by the 
Valuer-General. 


Witness—W. H. Mitchell, 1 March, 1923, 


311, We have been informed that there is room in the 
locality for 200 or 300 more houses towards the Point. 
Would you say that is over-stated !—I would. 

312. For how many houses do you think there is room, 
say, beyond Waratah-street !— All the land is built on from 
Waratah-street, but I should say that approximately there 
is room for not more than fifty to seventy houses. 

313. Do you know anything about the sizes of the allot- 
ments down there !—They are mostly 50 x 150 feet. 

314. A 50 ft. allotment would not admit of the building 
of two houses?—The council would not allow people to 
build two houses on such an allotment. 

315, Do you know the land known as the Flat ‘—Yes. 

316. Is that likely to be made fit for residential purposes 
within a roasonable time ?—I think that is a Government 
resetve. The land adjacent to the parade is suitable for 
building purposes, but it would take a lot of building up. It 
slopes up very suddenly. There is an old quarry there. 

317. It has been submitted to the Committee that if a 
footbridge were built across Iron Cove Creek, a considerable 
amount of traffic would ensue if the line were built, and 
reference has been made to the Rodd estate !—I think 
it is quite probable. It would make a short cut into 
Haberfield. : 

318. How far would it be from the Rodd estate to 
Lyons-road in the Drummoyne municipality !—It is twice 
as far as from Robson Park. 

319. If this line were constructed and the Lyons-road 


line were also constructed, people living on the Rodd estate 


would use the Haberfield to Dobroyd tram in preference to 
the Lyons-road tram ?—I think so. 

220. Mr. Drummond.]| Is there sufficient water at Dob- 
royd Point to enable ferry steamers to call {—There could 
be by al little dredging and the erection of a suitable 
wharf. The nearest point at which the steamer now calls 
is Cove-street, 1} miles from Dobroyd Point. 

321. Does any boat call at Leichhardt Bay ?— No, and 
has not done for years, The trams ran the ferries off. 

322, ‘There would be little possibility of a ferry boat 
calling at that point even if there were settlement ?—The 
District Association has had before it for twelve years the 
question of getting a ferry boat to call at Dobroyd Point, 
but no hope has been held out to them by the ferry com- 
panies. The Sydney Ferries Company will not touch the 
proposition. 

323. So in the event of Dobroyd Point being linked up 
with Ashfield there would be little chance of a boat calling 
at Dobroyd Point to enable people to cross to the other 
side of the water ?—I do not think that any ferry company 
would establish a regular service there, seeing that the 
Drummoyne ferry has ceased to run. 

324. Chairmun.| Generally, the tenor of your advice 
seems to be that while the local population of itself is not 
likely to produce sufficient revenue to make the line a pay- 
ing concern, yet the pleasure-seeking population would 
probably make up any deficiency!—That is my honest 
opinion. 

225. Mr. Doran, the Manager of the Tramway Depart- 
ment, estimates the total revenue from this tram at £4,000 a 
year, and of that sum thelocalrevenue, irrespective of holiday 
and pleasure traffic, is estimated at £3,693. That leaves 
only £307 for occasional traflic to the water and the Park. 
Can you express an opinion as to whether £307 is rather on 
the conservative side !— Very muchso. I think Mr, Doran 
is on the liberal side as to the income from the local 
residents but very much on the conservative side on the 
question of the daily traffic of folk going to the water 
frontage. 

326. In view of the present condition of the Point and the 
park and the foreshores, do you think the success of the’ 
tram would depend upon the council getting busy and 
making that part of of your municipality more popular by 
planting trees and building boat sheds and bathing houses ? 
—I think so, and I think I can promise that if the tram is 
constructed the council will make it its business to see that 
that is done. The aldermen are all eager to do some- 
thing for the park. The council, from the Mayor down- 
wards, are all decided to do something to advance Robson 
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Witnesses—W. H. Mitchell, 1 March, and H. J 8. Sheath, 14 March, 1923. 


Park, and make it a nice resort for the people of Ashfield 
municipality in particular, and also for those of the 
neighbouring municipalities surrounding it. 

327. Would you also provide bathing nec oun ed riOnt I 
We cannot do that. I think there is some trouble between 
the Harbour Trust and ourselves over the matter, but I 
daresay we could bring pressure t> bear later oa on the 
Harbour Trust. I think I can safely promise that the 
council will get busy directly it knows that the Govera- 
ment is going to construct the proposed tramline. Even if 
the council will not do something, the people themselves 
will do something. We have £200 in the bank, which we 
hive collected by “public effort. The council has undertaken. 
to subsidise the amount collected £ for £ up to £500, and 
we would concentrate on Robson Park. 

328. You were living in Haberfield in 1916 ?—Yes. 

329. In September, 1916, the Departmental estimat> of 
revenue from the proposed line was £2,550 per annum. 
The estimate of October, 1922, was £4,000. Do you think 
that the difference betwe een £2,550 in 1916 and £4,000 in 
1922 would be due muinly to ‘building operations on the 
area to be served 2—Undoubtedly the population has 
become ever so much larger. That estimate is a very 
good one. 

330. What area of land do you think is still unbuilt on? 
—I reckon that from fifty to seventy more cottages could 
be built there. Our council does nct allow any allotment 
less than 40 ft. in width to be built on. 

331. Mr. Burke. | What frontage are you allowing in 
your estimate of fifty to seventy cottages?—4C, 15, and 
bOft. represent the usual run of allotments. 

332. Chairman.| Is the area on the western end of the 
creek which is about to be filled in vested in your council ? 
No. It is like the area near the Abattoirs. I understand 
that the council there got a perpetual lease from the 
Harbour Trust at a peppeccorn rental per year. My idea 
is to get the same for our council. We are filling the 
place in because it is an eyesore. We are filling in to high 


water-mark. Originally the place was an immense man- 
grove swamp. We are now burying the swamp and 
making a parade. 

333. Would the council be able to make the foreshore 
near Robson Park something like a beach by depositing 
sand and mud?—I was a civil engine2r before I becama a 
school teacher, and I say that if the Harbour Trust would 
do it it could be done simply and most inexpensively. By 
simply laying down fascine embankments, putting in a sand 
pump and filling in, you could make a fine reserve imme- 
diately at the end of the tram section. 


334. In other words, you have no doubt it could be made 
into a fine pleasure resort?—-No doubt. 

335, Aud it would be a resort that would accommodate 
p2ople from quite a numb>r of the western suburbs ?— Yes, 
eight to ten suburbs at least. Some people make their way 
there now in spite of the difficulties in changing from train 
to tram, as it is nearer than Manly or Coogee. 

336. Mr. Doran, of the Tramway Department, has said 
that by far the greater percentage of fares to be collected 
on this line would be penny fares, inasmuch as the people 
would be taken more than one section, As to those persons 
who would want to go into town or some distance along 
the Abbotsford line towards town, would the extra penny 
they would have to pay for this section induce them to 
take the bus rather than the tram?—I think they would 
take the tram in preference to the bus, as they would not 
have to change. A 3d. fare wonld bring them right to 
Johnson-street from Dalhousie-street. 

337. In view of that competition, you do not think the 
buses would have much chance?—No show whatever 
It would only be in the case of folk going to Ashfield that 
the bus would cut into the tram. 

338. Af. Doc.| You mentioned that you have £200 in 
the bank subscribed by the public which your council pzo- 
poses to subsidise to the extent of £ for £—for what 
purpose ?—To beautify Algie Pavk and Robson Park. 
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The Hon, W. T. DICK (Cuatruan), 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Matony. 
Francts Micnarn Burky, Ese, 


WituiaAmM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dost, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonn, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Haberfield 
to Dobroyd Point. 


Howard James Sydney Sheath, sworn, and examined :— 


339. Chairman.| I understand you wish to make a 
statement with regard to the proposed tramway !—Yes. 
The estimated cost is £22,500, the estimated expenditure, 
inclusive of 5 per cent, interest, is £6,539, the estimated 
revenue is £4,000, and the estimated deficit is £2,539. 
Those figures were arrived at before the present bus service 
to the railway started. There was a bus service from 
Dobroyd to Canterbury, which served more as a fecder to 
the main tram lines. Since then another bus has been put 
on from Dobroyd to the Central Railway station. It 
is estimated that the proprietor of that service has a 
revenue of at least £3,600 a year. Therefore to my mind 
there is at the present time a yearly loss of £3,000 owing 
to the bus running in competition to the main tramlines 
as against the estimated yearly loss of £2,500 if the 
tram were extended from Haberfield to Dobroyd Point. 
These estimates do not take into consideration the revenue 
that would be obtained from the people living between 
Waratah-street and Ramsay-road. I have no doubt 
that great numbers of the people would use that tram. 
Waratah-street is five minutes from the main tramway, 
and a lot of revenue would be got from the residents 
about there. It would not matter whether one penny or 
twopence was charged for the extrasection, The figures I 


have given were based on serving from 900 to 1,200 people 
who live at Dobroyd Point, that is on the water side of 
Waratab-street. ‘There are about 250 vacant building 
allotments, and as a system of sewerage is in course of con- 
struction, I have little doubt that those 250 blocks would 
be quickly built on. Averaging three people to each house, 
that would give another 750 people from whom revenue 
could be obtained. On the other side of the bay there is a 
soldiers’ settlement, at a distance of about a five minutes’ 
walk. If a footbridge were put across the creek I feel 
sure that the people living on that side would use the 
tram. As there are 150 houses there I calculate, on the 
same basis, that that would bring another 450 persons to the 
tramway. On the basis of the figures I have given, instead 
of 1,200 people to be served by the tram, there would be 
about 2,400. So the estimated deficit of £2,539 would be 
wiped out from the jump. These figures do not make any 
allowance tor casual passenger traffic. Robson Park, on 
the waterside, is the only park in the district, with the 
exception of Leichhardt Park. It has an area of from 
10 to 12 acres. If the proposed tramway were constructed 
I am sure that baths would be built on the waterside. TI 
was there some time ago with a gentleman who was taking 
soundings, but when the tramway proposal was stepped 


he did not go any furtber. However, if the tramway 


goes to the Point, he will takesthe matter up again, and 
build baths. That will also bring revenue to the tram. 
There is another matter I should like to touch upon, but I 
admit I am on thin ground, as I have no expert knowledge. 
The proposed tramisestimated to cost £22,500, and thelength 
of the line is 59 chains. It is proposed to build a single 
line of tramway, with a length of 1 mile 57 chains, at 
Drummoyne, and the estimated cost is £27,300. I should 
say that a double line to Drummoyne would cost £45,000. 
If that is so, a double-line tram to Dobroyd would cost 
£54,000. 

340. You are assuming that the proposed tramway is 
going to be a single track?—No. I am saying that it 
seems to me the estimated cost of construction is too high. 
The Dobroyd route is level, but the Lyons-road line is 
slightly curved. 

341. You say that the revenue from the present bus 
service is £3,000 a year. In what way would the proposed 
extension, if carried out, stop that loss on the section of 
the line from the proposed junction into the city ?—The 
Ashfield bus and the Canterbury bus feed the main line. 
The Dobroyd bus is a different proposition, as it competes 
with the tram. 

342. How much of the traffic do you think the bus pro- 
prietor collects between the Abbotsford tramline and 
Dobroyd Point?—A considerable amount, because the 
buses are always full. 

343. What do you mean by always full ;—are they always 
full when they arrive at the junction of the proposed tram 
way with the Abbotsford line !—Yes, in the morning and 
afternoon trips. 

344. You also suggest that the estimate of revenue pre- 
pared by the Tramway Department does not include any 
passengers who go to the waterside pleasure grounds ? —Yes. 

345. Mr. Doran in his official statement, makes this 
remark :— 

There is also a park, and there are some swimming baths at Dob- 
royd Point which would be availed of by the people from the 
Ashfield end. 

So it is clear that he took that traflic into consideration !— 
I did not know that. 

346, Have you from personal observation notieed any 
considerable amount of traflic going to the park, or to the 
baths ?—The baths at the present time consist only of a 
picket fence, which was put up by us residents. When the 
tide is high on Saturday or Sunday [ estimate that from 
2,000 to 5,000 people go to the park. 

347. Are you a member of the Progress Association ? 
Yes. 

348. What negotiations have you had with the Ashfield 
Council with respect to the installation of up-to-date swim 
ming accommodation !—There have been no negotiations 
with the Ashfield Council, as far as I know. An ex- 
alderman of the Council had an idea to build baths. there, 
but when the tramway proposal was dropped he did not go 
on with the matter. He told me that he would have spent 
a lot of money on it, and that he will still go ahead with 
the baths if communication with the main line is made. 

349. Would the development of the present traflic of 
that kind depend on the construction of this line /—It 
would all help. There are 1,200 people there now, and 
their numbers would increase to twice that number. 

350, You are assuming, are you not, that all the present 
occupants of the premises north of Waratah-street would 
probably use the tram-line ?—Undoubtedly, the great bulk 
of them would. 

351, Is it not a fact that some of the people north of 
Waratah-street would be as close, if not closer, to the 
existing tramway than they would be to the proposed 
tramway ?—Some of them would. 

352. There is some vacant land, is there not, in close 
proximity to the Canal !—Yes. 

353. To whom does that belong ?—I do not know. 

354. Would that form eligible building sites?—-I see no 
reason why it should not. 

355, Have you included that in your estimate of 250 
vacant blocks /— Yes, 
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356, Are you aware that Mr. Doran in his estimate of 
an annual revenue of £4,000 credits the new section with 
only ld. per headt—No. I based my estimate on the idea 
that the people would pay 2d. 

357. Would the fact that Mr. Doran credits the new 
section with only Id. per head alter your view as to the 
estimate put before the Committee of the number of 
persons who would travel by the tram?—I am_ not 
quarrelling with his estimate about the number of the 
people who would travel by the tram, but I am pointing 
out that, on account of the vacant blocks, the number of 
people on which he bases his calculations could be increased 
to twice that number. 

358. What steps have been taken to construct a foot- 
bridge across Iron Cove Creek 1—None that I know of. 
The matter was mentioned in the Progress Association, 
and, so far as I know, it was decided to write to the 
Minister, but since then I have not heard anything about 
the matter. 

359. Would you say that the success of the tram would 
depend partly on the construction of that bridge ’—It 
would have an influence. It would have a bearing on the 
question as to whether the tram would be a paying pro- 
position, but I do not think a bridge would be altogether 
necessary : it would be too expensive. There would be a 
revenue from 450 people, that is about one-third of what 
Mr. Doran allowed. That would mean £2,000 additional 
revenue from those people. 

360. You have made a comparison between the cost of 
the proposed line and the proposed Lyons-road tram ;—do 
you know whether the estimates you have used were of the 
same date!—Yes, I got them out of Hansard. They 
appear on almost opposite pages of Hansard. 

361. Mr. Mahony.| You suggest that a foot-bridge to 
connect with the Drummoyne side would help the proposed 
tram !—Yes, 

362. Would not the people on that side be served by the 
Lyons-road tram ?—Perhaps, but I think they would be 
nearer to the Dobroyd tram than to the Lyons-road tram. 

363. It would not be a great distance from the southern 
shore of the creek to the Lyons-road tram ?—I am not sure 
what the distance would be, but it is pretty rough country 
to get to the Lyons-road. 

364. Do you not think that the Lyons-road tram would 
be more suitable for the public than the Dobroyd tram !— 
I have not gone into the details of that}matter, but I 
understand that the Ashfield council would be almost pre- 
pared to build a foot-bridge across the creek. 

365. Do you think the proposed tram would draw any 
traffic from Leichhardt, at the end of the Long Cove 
canal t—No, and you would have to put a foot-bridge over 
the canal. 

366. Is it a wide canal?!—Yes. A couple of years ago 
boat races were held there, and the boats were going three 
abreast. 

367. You say that the main traffic the proposed tram 
would get would be from the northern side of Waratah 
street t—Yes. 

363. Would the 1,200 people all reside north of Waratah 
s{roet ? - Yes. 

369. And are the vacant blocks north of Waratah 
street?—-Yes. There may be some along the canal fron- 
tage, but the 250 vacant blocks would be on the northern 
side of Waratah street. 

370. Mr. Travers.| You say that the estimated revenue 
from the proposed line was arrived at before the additional 
bus service started running in that district /—Yes. 

371. Can you say when that bus started to run ?—I think 
about a couple of months ago. 

372. Thé statutory report on this line was submitted on 
20th October, 1922 !—The bus started subsequently to that 
date. 

373. Does the bus run from Dobroyd Point !—Yes, along 
the route of the proposed tram. 

374. Have you noticed whether on Sundays and holidays 
there is much tourist traffic to Dobroyd Point /—Yes, when 
the tides are right. 

375. Is the traffic appreciable 1/—Yes, absolutely 
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376. Mr. Doran in his estimate of £4,000 of revenue 
credits the line on a 1d. basis with £5,693 per annum out 
of the £4,000, leaving the sum of £307 for Sunday and 
holiday tourist trafic do you think the line would earn 
more than that?—It is difficult to sxy off hand, but I 
should say it would earn all that. 

377. That is roughly about £6 per week ?—I should say 
there would be no difficulty in earning that. I have 
already said that I have seen thousands of people going to 
Dobroy d Point for picnicing and swimming. 

378. How long have you you lived there 1——Seven years. 

379. Daring the seven years you have been a resident of 
the district have you noticed whether the locality that would 
come under the influence of this line has progressed very 
much ?—There is no question about that. When I bought 
my land eight years ago, it was more or less al! bush. Now 
that there is a sewer there the locality will go ahead 
further still. 
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380. Taking the people*living within the influence of the 
proposed line, and excluding those within a quarter of a 
mile of the existing tram- fine: would it be fair to say that 
about two thirds of the remainder would use the proposed 
line ?—I should think you would be quite safe in saying that. 

331. Mr. Doe.| Has your progress association approached 
the Council in regard to a foot- bridge over Iron Cove 
Creek 1—As far as | know not officially. 

382. You have not initiated an agitation with the 
Council for the building of a foot-bridge there —Not as 
far as I know. 

333. Do you think the residents regard it as a municipal 
ate to build a bridge ?—I_ know it has been spoken of, 
and many residents seem to think that the Ashfield Council 
would give some help, or build the bridge itself. 

384. What is the di-tance over Iron Cove Creek at the 
place where you think the bridge should be built ?—I 
should think about 500 or 600 yar nds, 
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The Committee further considered the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Haberfield to Dobroyd Point. 


Edward John Doran, Traffic Manager, Department of 
Tramways, further examnied :— 


885. Chaiurman.| The information you are about to give 
us will relate to both these tramway proposals ?—Yes. 

586. You have some information with regard to the one- 
man tramcar?—Yes, I have prepared some additional 
information with regard to one-man tramway car opera- 
tion on two proposed tramway lines, viz.:—Haberfield to 
Dobroyd Point; and Narrabeen to Mona Vale. I took 
these as being more desirable to get an accurate figure. 
The other proposals were somewhat uncertain as regards 
cost and so on, and [ could not come to a satisfactory 
conclusion. In dealing with these lines I have allowed for 
the same mileage and the same revenue as represented 
in my evidence. On the Haberfield-Dobroyd Point pro- 
posal the figures represent the operation of one-man car 
only over the new section. That is to say, it will be a local 
service here. It would not come into the Sydney traffic. 
On the Narrabeen-Mona Vale proposal the figures include 
both one-man and two-men car operation, as the traffic 
would be of such a character as to call for the larger cars 
during week-ends and holidays. The basis of my original 
figures in connection with the one-man car operation was 
formed on the assumption, and for the reasons given, 
that the cost of operation would be aproximately 40 per 
cent. less than that for two-men car operation. Under 
this arrangement, therefore, the cost of operation of the 
one-man car on the Haberfield-Dobroyd Point section 
would be 1401d. per car mile, as against 23°35d. per car 
mile under two-men car operation; and on the Narrabeen- 
Mona Vale section the cost of one-man car operation would 
be 1855d. per car mile, as against 30°93d. per car mile 
under two-men car operation. The estimated loss on the 
Haberfield-Dobroyd Point proposal under two-men ear 

operation is £2,540, and under one-man car operation, £420 
per annum. On the Narrabeen-Mona Vale proposal the 
estimated loss under two-men car operation is £4,894, and 
under the dual operation of one-man and two-men ears, 
£3,678 per annum. That is to say, the cost of operation 
at Manly is much heavier than in the city. It is about 7d. 
a mile more. 


387. Mr. Travers.) On each of the two lines you refer 
to the passengers would leave the one-man car to join up 
with the two-men car, if they were going further ?—Yes. 


388. In considering your estimates, have you based 
them on the ears carrying an equal number of passengers? 
—that is to say, would your one-man ear carry as many 
passengers as your two-men car?’—The seating capacity of 
a ohe-man car is about thirty-two; it could be made more or 
less. A two-men car would carry from fifty-five to eighty. 


389. In the event of a rush of traffic during the early 
hours of the morning or in the evening, how would you 
cope with it, with a one-man car? Would it necessitate 
having to put two-men cars on?—It might ke necessary, 
or we might be able to divert one of the two-men ears for 
a trip or two, as occasion demanded. For instance, if 
there was anything special on out Mona Vale way we 
might put a two-men car on. 


390. I take it that you are of opinion that the one-man 
ear would suit the local traffic between Haberfield and 
Dobroyd Point, and Narrabeen to Mona Vale, from the 
point of view of passenger accommodation, as well as the 
two-men car?—Yes, except during the week ends at Mona 
Vale, when we probably would have to put on the two-men 
ears. On holidays we carry up to sixty car loads of people 
to Narrabeen, and a percentage of those would go on to 
Mona Vale as tourists. 

391. Have you allowed for that in making up your 
estimates /—Yes. 


392. In both eases?—In the case of the other line the 
heaviest traffic probably would not require a two-men car. 


393. Are you quite satisfied as to the safety of the one- 
man car?—That is its special feature. It is a safety car. 
It has unique safety appliances, both as regards air brakes, 
sand gear, and door equipment. 

394. Have the Railway Commissioners expressed any 
definite views regarding the use of the one-man ears, and 
their practicability ?—Not so far as I know. 


395. The information you put before us to-day is in 
regard to these two proposed tramways. How would it 
affect other proposals which have been made, and are 
under the consideration of the Committee? Would the 
one-man car apply to them? You have expressed an 
opinion about the Lyon’s-road tram?—Yes, and there is 
one to Watson’s Bay. I should not think the traffic there 
over a long period would call for more than a one-man ear, 
except as regards week ends. 


_ - =. ss woe adh 


Ry Ce 5 


19 


396. And the Curl Curl to Freshwater line?—I got out 
an estimate some time ago from which it appears that it 
would be necessary to have a two-men car there except 
between the hours of 10 o’clock and 4, and from 8 o’clock 
to the finish. We would need to have a dual operation 
there. While the figures in that case are somewhat old, 
they estimate the loss at £2,337, and, taking into considera- 
tion the difference between the one-man ear and the two- 
men car, it would be £1,900. Of course, it is only an 
estimate. We do not know how the place will grow, but 
we think that over a long period of the year the one-man 


ear would ke sufficient in the middle of the day. This is 
based upon figures that were got out in 1921. I do not 


put them forward as being up-to-date figures, but they 
would be approximately correct. I think the cost of opera- 
tion of a one-man car generally would be 40 per cent. less 
than the other. In Invercargill, New Zealand, the platform 
expenses are 50 per cent. less, but the electrical costs there 
are somewhat higher, because the one-man ear is equipped 
with electric brakes. 

397. Can we take it that the one-man car could be 


applied more or less to all the tramways that are under 


the consideration of the Committee?—Yes. I think so, and 
to some of the existing steam tramways, but I do not know 
what policy the Commissioners would adopt in regard to 
it. We must soon electrify the Ancliffe-Bexley tramway, 
and with a quick electric service, as we shall have on the 
railways, we must have a quick and more frequent electric 
tram service to connect up. 

398. You only recommend that for connecting lines, not 
for main city lines¢’—Yes, except between the Circular 
Quay and Woolloomooloo; that is the only one in the city. 
The traffic there is very light, and does not call for a big 
car. 

399. Mr. Drummond.] In regard to the Haberfield to 
Dobroyd Point proposal, when you were giving evidence as 
to the financial side of it, I asked you this question, and 
-you gave this answer :— 

Do you regard this line as one whose full utility will not 
be obtained unless there is the further extension?—Yes. 
This is only a very short section. You cannot extend the 
line further than the water’s edge. If the proposal I favour 
-Were carried out it would, I admit, divert some traffic to the 
railway, but I would be glad of such relief at the busy times. 
In regard to the financial aspect, that has been greatly 
altered by the safety car proposal. Do you still think, 
quite apart from the financial aspect, that it is desirable 
that that through connection should be made?—I think I 
did say that it is the policy of the Commissioners to try 
to get connections made to the railway rather than to bring 
additional trams into the city. Every new line means 
additional congestion. If we can get connections to the 
railway it will relieve us considerably. A connection 
across there would be of considerable relief to the Leich- 
hardt trams. 

400. The tram lines which traverse the Parramatta-road 
are loaded to about their full capacity at the peak moments 
of the day ?—When they get as far as George street West 
they are. They are mingled with the Balmain trams, and 
the Newtown and Cook’s River trams, and the street is too 
congested now. 

401. Taking this short length, from Haberfield to 
Dobroyd Point, by itself, in view of the new figures you 
have given, do you regard this proposal favourably, as 
business manager of the trams?—I would say there are 
other proposed lines which are more important than that. 
It certainly would be a great convenience to people down 
there, but I would not look upon it as an urgent matter. 
For instance, Freshwater is badly served as compared with 
Dobroyd Point, and we are only just starting on the 
Undercliffe to Forest Hill line, which the Committee agreed 
to some years ago. That was a line we asked for for a 
considerable period. 

402. From the financial aspect, do you consider that an 
approximate loss of £420 on that length of line is a serious 
detriment to the proposal being carried out ’—No, I would 
estimate that that loss could soon be wiped out. 
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403. From that point of view it could be regarded as 
reasonably sound. Now, taking the other proposal in 
relation to the operation of these cars. Owing to the fact 
that you would only be working the one-man car for a 
proportionate time, the proportionate reduction in the loss 
would not be nearly so great—say, in connection with the 
Freshwater proposal ?’—That is so. 

404. In regard to the Narrabeen-Mona Vale proposal, at 
the conclusion of your previous evidence you gave figures 
showing the loss on the Manly tramway system. You 
said :— 

The indications are clear that the more we spend on tram- 

way extension the worse the financial position becomes, The 
population is not there to create the revenue. 
Taking into consideration the fact that there is an esti- 
mated reduction of £1,200 in regard to the operative costs 
of this proposal by using the one-man ears, do you think 
that sufticiently alters the position to make it a reasonably 
sound proposition, from the Committee’s point of view ’— 
No, I do not. I do not look upon an extension there with 
any degree of satisfaction at all. J think there are other 
districts requiring services before that is accomplished. 

405. Taking the line which is already in existence, from 
Manly to Narrabeen. Have you noticed any extensive area 
of land already served with a tram line which is not yet 
occupied ’—A god deal of it. 

406. Do you think it is a reasonable proposal that the 
land, or a reasonable proportion of it, should be brought 
under effective occupation before an extension is made? 
I certainly think the tram is extended quite far enough, 
for a fairly long period to come. 

407. I suppose that in certain conditions a number ot 
these lines must show a loss until development takes place. 
That is to say, if you carry a line into a district where 
there is not very much building, until that building 
becomes an accomplished fact you expect a financial loss /— 
Yes. But in regard to this line, it seems to be getting 
worse every year. J mean the Narrabeen line. 

408. From the figures you supplied to the Committee, 
there seems to have been a progressive loss, which now 
stands at £100,000, and in view of that fact you think a 
further extension is hardly justified at the present junc- 
ture ’—I do. 

409. You anticipate a certain loss. Do you anticipate 
using the one-man car on any other extension of the 
tramway system?—That would depend upon the policy of 
the Railway Commissioners. 

410. Has it been practically decided to give them a tria!? 
—No. 

411. So that the value of this to the Commissioners js 
dependent upon whether the Commissioners later decide 
upon that policy ?’—Yes. 

412. Assuming that they do decide to try out the one- 
man car, can you give the committee any idea as to the 
length of time which would elapse after they reach that 
decision before the cars could be installed ?—No, I could 
not tell you that. They would have to indent the equip- 
ment, and that would take time. 

413. You have a number of lines at the present time 
upon which the one-man car could be tried without seri- 
ously interfering with the existing traffic arrangements /— 
Yes. 

414. It is not absolutely dependent upon the construction 
of these particular lines as to whether you will be able to 
try out that one-man car?—No. 


415. So that even if the Commissioners decide to try that 
out, you would have other lines upon which the results could 
be demonstrated, which would be a guide to the Committee 
on the financial aspects of the various proposals¢—Yes. I 
have one in my mind: the line from Botany to La Perouse. 
There is very little traffic on that line, and a one-man car 
could be run there, except at the week ends. 

416. Has there been any improvement, as regards the 
trams, in regard to the lessening of costs, or the increasing 
of the revenue, during the last financial year{—I could not 
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say, except that the Commissioners made a statement a 
few weeks ago in which it was said that a surplus was 
anticipated. The working costs are remaining about the 
same. There is a slight reduction, I think, but we will 
not know until the Commissioners’ report comes out next 
month. 

417. The interest charge has risen ?—Yes. 

418. Mr. Burke.| When you speak of one-man or two- 
men cars, do you mean the two-men ears to be the ordinary 
cars that are running, or safety cars?—The two-men car is 
the eighty-seat car. 

419. The ordinary car ?’—Yes. 

420. And the reason why you would have to operate the 
two-men car on the Mona Vale line at week ends would be 
the big trafic ?—That is right. 

421. The one-man car would not operate very well in 
those circumstances?/—We would not put on a one-man 
ear in the crush-loading times. The one-man car could be 
used, if the Commissioners thought it desirable, to run‘two 
or three sections, as a relief to the heavier car, or to pick 
up passengers for certain sections only. 

422. The difficulty in regard to the one-man car would 
be its lack of capacity to carry the people ?—For excursion 
traffic, yes. 

493. And as regards through traflic?—We would not 
propose to put it on the through lines, unless we put it on 
to run through with Narrabeen or Collaroy passengers 
only. 

424, For ordinary passengers you would run the ordinary 
service /—Yes. 

425. In your statement you say that the cost of opera- 
tions would be approximately 40 per cent. less. You say :— 

The estimated loss on the Haberfield-Dobroyd Point pro- 

posal under two-men car operation is £2,540, and under one- 
man Gar operation £420 per annum. 
What is the reason of the very great difference there, when 
you have stated previously that there is only 40 per cent. 
difference in the operation of the two?—The interest 
charges would be £1,240, and the working expenses £5,299, 
making a total of £6,539. The estimated revenue is £4,000, 
leaving a loss of £2,539 under the old system. Under the 
one-man car system the interest would be the same, and 
the working expenses would be £3,178 for 54,000 car miles. 
The total expenses, therefore, would be £4,419, and the 
revenue would be £4,000, making a loss of £419. 

426. The difference is evidently not 40 per cent., is it /— 
That is in the operating charges—the actual handling of 
the car. The power expenses, I think, would be somewhat 
different, but just what they would be we could not say 
without actual experience. 

427. The difference is mainly made up by extra overhead 
charges, interest, and so on?—Yes. 

428. It is a big difference?—A big difference. 
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429. Mr. Mahony.| Is the particular type of one-man 
car you have in mind in use anywhere?—Yes. It is used 
universally in the United States of America. Almost 
every company has some of the one-man ears, and the same 
car is in use at Invercargill. In Victoria they have sume 
converted cars. They are old cable cars, which we used 
to have at North Sydney. They have been converted into 
one-man cars, but the Commissioners would never agree 
to those. 


430. You know the car in Ballarat ?—That is the one I 
am speaking of. J hope you will not put that one down as 
a modern one-man car, which would be a palace alongside 
that. 


431. Are they generally considered as being safe?—Yes. 
When I was in Kansas City I had a look at them, and the 
president of the company told me—I am speaking from 
memory—that up to a certain date they had carried 
2,500,000 passengers for a given period, without any aczi- 
dents. 


432. Suppose the driver of a one-man car were suddenly 
How would the ear act then, if he had his hand 
on the lever?’—Well, once his hand is off the lever the car 
stops. Sand is applied to the rails, and the doors ara 
automatically unlocked. I think that at an early stage of 
the inquiry I said something as to an expression of opinion 
from the Commissioners in regard to the one-man car. It 
is on page 5 of the printed report of my evidence, given 
on 19th January, 1923 and is as follows :— 


One-man Electric Tramecar. 


With regard to the proposed operation of the one-man car 
in Sydney, the Railway Commissioners would be opposed to 
running this type of car in crowded or congested thorough- 
fares, where the drivers would have to issue tickets and give 
change, as this would considerably hold up the traffic. One- 
man cars, however, could be run with advantage on certain 
non-paying lines, or in new Gistrictg connecting with the 
main lines, where the cost of two-men car operation would 
be prohibitive, or on certain existing lines where the traffic 
is light. 


433. Mr. Travers.| That would be mainly your own 
opinion ?—No; that statement was made after a consultation 
with the Commissioners. At an earlier period of the same 
day under the heading of “ Traffic Transportation,” at the 
beginning of my evidence, I said :— 


The Commissioners consider that the present is not an 
opportune time to carry out new works, by reason of the 
fact that some of the electrical apparatus is still in the 
vicinity of double the price it was a few years ago, and all 
other materials are still at a very high price. Power pro- 
duction costs are still high, and from a financial point of 
view there is nothing attractive in any transport proposition 
at the present moment, unless it be a motor bus service 
running over a road maintained in first-class order by some- 
body else. 
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The Committee procecded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway from Taberfield to 
Dobroyd Point, 


William John Morris, secretary to the Railway Commis- 
sioners of New South Wales, sworn, and examined :— 


434. Chairman.] You have a statement to make with re- 
spect to the use of one-man tram cars on new tram lines? 
—Yes. It is as follows :— 


N.S. W. Government Railways and Tramways, 
Othee of the Commissioners, 
Sydney, 19th October, 1923 


=D). 
The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing 


Committee on Public 
Works, Parliament House, Sydney. F 


Subject: Use of one-man tramway Cars. 
Reference: Your letter of the 380th August last. 


With reference to letter of above date, asking for infor- 
mation as follows :— 

(a) A statement showing the policy of the Railway 
Commissioners in regard to the use of the one-man 
car, so far as it applies to the expediency of con- 
structing the following proposed tramways, the sub- 
ject of inquiry by the Committee: 

Along Lyon's Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock, 

Haberfield to Dobroyd Point, 

Narrabeen to Mona Vale, and 

Curl Curl to Freshwater. 

A further report on the proposed tramway along 
Lyon's Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock, particu- 
larly in view of the evidence submitted by Mr. Mor- 
gan, Town Clerk, Drummoyre, as to the develop- 
ment of the district to be served since the Com- 
mnittee’s former inquiry in 1920. 

I beg to inform you that the matters have had considera- 
tion. 


(0) 


DRUMMOYNE TO Five Dock. 

With regard to the question relating to the use of one-man 
cars, I am to state that the operation of these cars is claimed 
to effect a reduction of 40 per cent., and, after allowing for 
an increase of 10 per cent. in motormen’s wages, in consid- 
eration of the additional duties required to be performed, 
an estimate of the financial result of operating the Druin- 
moyne to Five Dock section prepared in November, 1922, was 
as under :— 


Electric tramcar, two-men operation—Nstimated annual 
loss, £8,564. 
KHlectric tramcar, cne-man operation—Nstimated annual 


loss, £854. 


This, estimate was based upon a revenue of £3,300 per 
annum being obtained, but an up-to-date estimate has been 
made, and it is now considered that the revenue to be derived, 
assuming the ‘bus be discontinued, would be £3,600 per annum, 
or an increase of £300 per annum, reducing the estimated 
loss to £554 per annum under one-man car operation. 

If this line were constructed, it may be necessary during 
the business hours to run a car of larger seating capacity on 
a few trips, and the probability is that there would be 
strong agitation for a through service *o be maintained. In 
view of the rapid development in the district and the prob- 
ability of a continuance of this development, it is considered 
that, if it be decided to construct the line it would, within 
a short period, be necessary to utilise the ordinary electric 
cars, when the one-man car could be tried elsewhere. 


HIABERFIELD TO Doproyp Pornt. 


So far as Haberfield to Dobroyd Point is concerned, the 
operation of one-man cars over this section would meet the 
requirements of the local traffic, but, in relation to the through 
traflic, it would not be satisfactory. The Haherfield to Dobroyd 
Point section is only 58 chains, and on a short section like this 
it is doubtful what patronage a local service would receive, 
while the Drummoyne to Five Dock section is a distance of 


approximately 12 miles, which would obviously convenience 
a number of people living at a much greater distance from 
existing facilities. 

I might point out that the Commissioners’ view is that, 
as far as possible, tramway services should be connected 
with the suburban railways rather than bring additional 
trafiie into George-street, which is already overcrowded, and 
if the Dobroyd Point section were constructed its terminus 
should not remain at Haberfield connecting with the Circular 
Quay-Abbotsford service, but should he extended to Ashfield 
to connect with the Main Suburban Railway, as is the case 
with regard to the services from Summer Hill to Hurlstone 
Park, and between Canterbury, Petersham, and Balmain. 

Even if a system of transfer were introduced, whereby 
the same fare would be charged as if a through service were 
run, it is not considered that the service would be popular 
on account of the inconyenience occasioned owing to chang- 
ing at Haberfield. 

NARRABEEN TO MONA VALE, AND CURL CURL TO FRESITWATER, 

With reference to the service from Narrabeen to Mona 
Vale, similar remarks apply, and so far as the proposed line 
from Curl Curl to Freshwater is concerned, one-man cars 
would not meet the traffic requirements for the major por- 
tion of the year. 

Regarding the request for further information on the pvro- 
posed tramway along Lyons Road, Drummoyne, to Five 
Dock, particulariy in View of the evidence submitted by the 
Tewn Clerk, Drummoyne, as to the development of the dis- 
trict since the Committee’s former inquiry in 1920, as above 
stated, there has been rapid development in the district, with 
a probable continuance of same. It might be mentioned, 
however, that a fair proportion of the development in this 
particular district is within easy walking distance of exist- 
ing tramway facilities. Nevertheless, as stated, an up-to-date 
estimate indicates the probability of the revenue being in- 
creased to £3,6C0 per annum, an increase of £3800 per ann, 
which would reduce the estimated loss to £2,264. 

In conclusion, I may state that the operation of one-Inan 
cars in America has proved both economical and successful, 
and the Commissioners consider it would be advantageous to 
operate the Lyons Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock line by 
means of one-man cars as an experiment, with a view to 
testing their suitabiity in New South Wales. 

The development within this particular district is such as 
will, in their opinion, warrant the provision of tramway 
facilities within a reasonable period, and, even if the opera- 
tion of one-man cars were found to he unsuccessful, the line 
could then be cperated by means of the ordinary electric cars. 

W. J. Morris, Secretary. 

435. Mr. Drummond.| What steps have the Commis- 
sioners taken to obtain the cars in question ’—No definite 
steps. Inquiries have been made and certain informa- 
tion obtained, which I understand has been placed before 
the Committee by Mr. Doran. 

436. From the information which you have obtained, 
are you satisfied it would be an experiment worth trying? 
—Yes. 

437. Mr. Burke.| You stated it may be necessary to 
put two-men cars on during the busy hours?—The ‘Com- 
missioners consider Lyons Bay road would be a suitable 
line on which to test the one-man ear. If it is necessary 
to run a two-men car we can do so. 

438. Would that materially increase the running ex- 
penses ’—No; the cars would be interchangeable. 

439. It would not materially effect the working expenses ? 
—Only to the extent I have shown. 

440. Would you think £500 a moderate loss to begin with 
for a tramway service‘—I have not consulted the Com- 
missioners on that question. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 2 


TRAMWAY ALONG LYONS’-ROAD, DRUMMOYNE, TO FIVE DOCK. 


REPORT. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY STANDING CoMMITTEE ON PusBLic Works, appointed during 
the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (13 George V, No. 19), to whom was 
referred for consideration and report “the expediency of constructing a line of 
tramway along Lyons’-road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock,” have after due inquiry 
resolved that it is expedient the proposed tramway be constructed; and in 
accordance with subsection (d) of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, 
report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


| 1. The expediency of constructing a line of tramway along Lyons’ road, 
Drummoyne, to Five Dock, was under the consideration of the Committee in 1920. 

As a result of their investigation the Committee pointed out in their report to 
Parliament that the official estimate of revenue was based upon the local trafic expected 
to be derived from the localities adjoming the proposed tramway, and did not take into 
account the suggested possibility of revenue being derived from the conveyance of 
persons employed at certain factories in the neighbourhocd of Abbotsford who were 
residing, or intending to reside, at Drummoyne and Balmain, as well as others desirous 
of reaching the railway-stations at Strathfield, Burwood, or Croydon; or, travelling 
in an opposite direction, from those suburbs to Drummoyne. 

The Committee carefully considered this phase of the proposal, and ar1ived at 
the conclusion that the prospects of trathc of this description were not encouraging, and 
certainly not sufficient to be regarded as an important factor in favour of the proposal. 

Although there had been an increase of settlement in the districts affected, the 
Committee considered the residents were reasonably catered for by existing tramway 
facilities, and that even those residing midway between the two existing lines were not 
greatly inconvenienced, as the distance to the Drummoyne or Five Dock tramway was 
not too great for the ordinary pedestrian. 

Under these circumstances the proposed tramway had not much to recommend 
it from a traffic point of view, and the Committee had no hesitation in reporting 


that its construction would be premature. 
Subsequent 
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Subsequent to the submission of the Committee’s report, representations in 
regard to the necessity for the line were made on behalf of the residents of the 
district; and in view of the importance with which the proposed connection is regarded 
from a local standpoint, and the fact that itwas recommended by the Tramway Advisory 
Committee in 1915, for the favourable consideration of the then Minister for Public 
Works (the Hon. A. Griffith), the present minister (the Hon. R. T. Ball) decided that 
the matter should be again submitted to Parliament for reference to the Committee 
for further investigation and report. 


The proposal was, therefore, again referred to the consideration of the Committee 
on 22nd November, 1922. 


THE PROPOSED TRAMWAY. 


2. The proposed tramway commences at the intersection of Bridge-street and 
Lyons’-road, Drummoyne, and proceeds in a south-westerly direction from the 
existing Drummoyne tramline into and along Lyons’-road for 1 mile 57 chains, 
terminating at the intersection of Lyons’-road and Great North road, Five Dock, where 
it junctions with the existing tramway to Abbotsford. 


ESTIMATED COST, REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


3. The estimated cost, £28.897, provides for a single track, 1 mile 57 chains in 
length, with three loops of 5 chains each, a ruling grade of 1 in 15, and the sharpest 
curve of 80 feet radius. 


The estimate includes £3,932 for rails; £3,159 for ballast; £2,000 for double 
junctions; £3,202 for engineering contingencies and head office charges, at 18 per cent. ; 
£5,900 for power and feeders; £2,000 for overhead work; and £1,306 for sleepers, at 
6s. 6d. each. 


The estimate is based on a standard wage of 15s. 9d. per day, and will 
necessarily be increased with any advance upon that rate. 


The annual revenue is estimated at £3,300. The estimated annual expenditure 
is £5,864, leaving a deficiency of £2,564. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


4, In their statutory report, dated 22nd October, 1920, which is as submitted on 
the occasion of the previous reference to the Committee, the Railway Commissioners 
point out that the majority of the residents concerned are within easy walking distance 
of the existing Ryde and Abbotsford tramways, and are already reasonably convenienced 
by this service. A private motor "bus plies over the route, and from observations of 
the business done by this vehicle it is considered by the Commissioners that the amount 
of cross-country traffic between Drummoyne and Five Dock, in the event of the tram- 
line being constructed, would be only moderate. 


In view of the loss in operation, and in consideration of the reasonable 
facilities afforded the district concerned by the existing Abbotsford-Ryde tramway 
services, the Commissioners consider that the construction of the extension is 
premature. 


A later report of the Commissioners, referred to elsewhere, modifies this opinion. 


THE COMMITTEE’S INQUIRY AND CONCLUSION. 


5. In connection with their inquiry, the Committee, in addition to hearing evidence 
from Parliamentary and Municipal representatives and private residents of the districts 
concerned, have obtained information from the Tramway Traffic authorities regarding 
the following methods of transport as compared with the ordinary electric tramway :— 
(1) Electric accumulator cars; (2) the conduit system; (3) railless electric cars; (4) 
Surface contact system; (5) petrol cars; (6) petrol electric cars; (7) motor “buses; 
and (8) one-man electric cars. 


The latter is regarded as the most suitable method of transport where the traflic 
is not congested. 
Of 
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Of the 274 motor ’buses running in Sydney and suburbs, and 43 at Newcastle, 
178 are competing with the tramways, 62 with the railways, and 70 acting as feeders 
to either railways or tramways. Most of these “buses are individually owned and 
worked; and it 1s apparent that if the Department undertook the running of ’buses a 
regular service would be demanded, whilst the maintenance and repair costs would be 


on a maximum instead of a minimum scale. It would, in fact, be necessary to provide © 


an equivalent to 24 drivers and 24 conductors per ’bus per day, viz., one set for the 
morning and one for the evening shift, with additional staff for intermediary relief, 
overtime, annual holidays, sick leave, and meal relief, together with a supply of uniforms, 
conditions which do not apply to the individually-owned motor services. Apart from 
this, for the use of motor ’buses considerable outlay would be necessary to put the 
roadways in good order. 

It has been pointed out in evidence that the Department’s maintenance 
costs are being seriously increased by the fact that advantage is taken by motor-’bus 
drivers of the improved condition of the thoroughfares along which tramlines are laid, 
and which in the majority of cases are double tracks. The total cost of maintenance 
during the last financial year was £528,207. Under any circumstances it is impracticable 
to successfully operate motor *buses within the city proper in addition to trams, on 
account of the limited road space. 

The one-man tramcar appears to be highly suitable for use in other than crowded 
or congested thoroughfares and in districts where the cost ot operating the ordinary 
two-man. car would be prohibitive. The evidence indicates that this class of car in 
outlying portions of American cities is on the increase, and is being used not only in 
sparsely-inhabited places, but also as a means of relief to the rush-hour traffic in larger 
cities. In addition to economic handling, safety features are introduced into the one- 
man car, inasmuch as doors are opened and closed with the stopping and starting of 
the tram respectively, and should the motorman become incapacitated the power is 
automatically cut off, and the brakes applied in emergency position. 

The cost of operating cars of this type, several thousands of which are in use in 
America, is 40 per cent. less than the ordinary two-man tramcars. 

The data supplied to the Committee shows that the annual car-mileage for the 
proposed tramway, based upon a half-hourly service, will be 43,935, and applying the 
mileage costs of operating one-man electric tramcars, the financial position will be :— 


£ 
Cost of construction 2: one app ee “a v.» 28,897 
Interest at 54 percent. ... ap at as ... 1,589 
Working expenses (43,935 car- miles) cet Bs soe pee. 00 

4,154 
Revenue Sat ae “oe Bee if are a / ae BAW 
Estimated loss ee ae ce ace oy es, 1 004 


This estimate is based upon a revenue of £3,300 per annum being obtained ; 
but further investigation, made since the opening of the Committee’s inquiry, shows 
that the district has recently made rapid progress, principally to the north of the 
proposed line between the 3-mile and #-mile points from Bridge-road. 

It is now considered by the tramway authorities that the revenue to be 
derived would be £3,600 per annum—an increase of £300 per annum—reducing 
the estimated annual loss to £554 under one-man car operation. In view of the 
successful operation of one-man cars in America the Railway Commissioners are of 
opinion that it would be advantageous to operate the proposed line by means of 
one-man cars as an experiment with the object of testing their suitability in New 
South Wales. The development of the district, the Commissioners add, warrants the 
provision of tramway facilities within a reasonable period, and even if the operation 
of one-man cars be found to be unsuitable, the line can then be operated by means 
of the ordinary electric cars. 

In these circumstances the Committee are of opinion that it is expedient the 
proposed tramway be constructed, and they recommend that the one-man car system 
of transport be adopted. . 
RESOLUTION 
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RESOLUTION PASSED. 


6. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the following extract 
from the Minutes of Proceedings :— 
Mr. Burke moved,—-That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed 


tramway, along Lyons’-road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock, as referred to them by the 
Legislative Assembly, be constructed.” 


Mr. Travers moved,—“ That the resolution be amended by the addition of the words: ‘and they 
recommend the line be operated by the one-man car system as suggested by the Railway 
Commissioners,’ ” 


The amendment was agreed to on the following division :— Ayes, 4: Mr. Dick, Mr. Doe, Mr. 
Drummond, Mr. Travers. Noes, 2: Mr. Burke, Mr. Cameron. 


The motion as amended was agreed to on the following division: Ayes, 4: Mr. Dick, Mr. Doe, 
Mr. Drummond, Mr. Travers. Noes: Mr. Burke, Mr. Cameron. 


Wal iD LOK 


Chairman. 


Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney, 29th November, 1923. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


TRAMWAY, LYORS-ROAD, DRUMMOYNE, TO FIVE DOCK. 


WEDNESDAY, 13 DECEMBER, 1922. 


{resent :— 
Tur Ilion. W. T. DICK (CHairmay). 


The Hon. JoHn TRrRAvens. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. 
WILLIAM CAMERON, Esa. 


Davin Henry DrumMonp, [sa. 


The Committee considered the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons-road, Drummoyne, to 
Five Dock. 


Thomas Bryce Cooper, Under Secretary Department of 
Public Works, sworn and examined :— 


1. Chairman.| Have you prepared a report in connection 
with this proposal ?—f have ; and it reads :— 


PRoposED TRAMWAY ALONG Lyons-RoAD, DrumMoyYNE, TO 
Five Dock. 


(Second reference to Public Works Committee). 


Estimated cost, including power and feeders, £26,355, or £15,389 
per mile. 


Length, 1 mile 57 chains, single track, with three loops of 5 chains 
each, Ruling grade 1 in 15; sharpest curve 80 feet radius. 


On 22nd November, 1922, the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways moved in the Legislative Assembly, ‘‘ That 
it be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works to consider and report upon the expediency of constructing 
a line of tramway along Lyons-road, Drummoyne, to Vive Dock.” 

Question resolved in the afiirmative. 

Following is the official description of the line :—‘‘ This proposed 
tramway commences at the intersection of Bridge-street and Lyons- 
road, Drummoyne, and proceeds in a south-westerly direction from 
the existing Drummoyne Tramway into and along Lyons-road for 
1 mile 57 chains, terminating at the intersection of Lyons-road and 
Great North road, Five Dock, where it junctions with the existing 
tramway to Abbotsford. There are no resumptions.” 
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This proposal was reported upon by the Public Works Committee 
on 7th December, 1920, but that body considered that the traffic 
prospects were not sufficiently encouraging to justify construction 
of the line, and that the residents of the district affected were already 
reasonably catered for by existing tramway facilities ; accordingly 
a resolution negativing the proposal was passed (vide: Public Works 
Committee’s report, 7th December, 1920). 


The Railway Commissioners’ Statutory Report is dated 22nd 
October, 1920, and is as submitted on the occasion of the previous 
reference to the Committee; the estimated cost being given at 
£26,355, estimated annual expenditure at £5,459, and estimated 
annual revenue £2,500—a difference of £2,959. 


Since the date of the present reference by Parliament to the 
Committee a communication has been received from the Railway 
Commissioners to the effect that a revised estimate of the proposed line 
placed the cost at £28,897. Upon this basis the annual interest on 
cost of construction, at 54 per cent., will be increased from £1,450 
to £1,590. 


Representations in regard to the necessity for this line have 
recently been made by Sir T. Henley, O.B.E., M.L.A., on behalf 
of the residents of the district, and in view of the importance with 
which the proposed connection is regarded from a local standpoint 
and the fact that it was strongly recommended by the Tramway 
Advisory Committee in 1915, the Minister decided that the matter 
should be re-submitted to the Public Works Committee for further 
investigation and report. 

T. B. Cooper. 


MONDAY, 
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MONDAY, 18 DECEMBER, 1922. 


Present :-— 
Tue Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuarrman),. | 


“he Hon. JoHN TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Rospert Manony. 


Francis Micuart Burge, Esq. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


I'he Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons-road, 
Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


William Hutchinson, Chief Engineer for Railway and Tramway Construction, Department of Railways, sworn and 
examined :— 


2. Chairman.| Will you read the statement you have prepared in connection with this proposal?—It is as 


follows :— 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS—RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY CONSTRUCTION. 


DrumMoyneE To Five Dock, va Lyons-roap, TRAMwWAy.—ReviseD ESTIMATE, 


1 mile 57 chains ; single track with three loops of 5 chains each. 


Total length, 1 mile %2 chains single track. Ruling grade, 1 in 15. 
Sharpest curve, 80 feet radius. 


Standard wage, 15s. 9d. 


17th November, 1922. 


Description of Work. | Quantity. | Unit. Rate. | Amount. Total amount. 
SUS Cl. oy Sh. ol =a yl 
Excavation in ‘streets Maasacostaues tacmecceeccersn cee ieee 4,944 cub. yds. 0 6 0 1,483. 4 0 
Permanent-way materials-—Riaile,........0....ccceescescsveesveenenens 306 tons. 12 17 0 3,932 2 0 
Do do PGW UN RG cicfiactanigiye vigoeeinieclvewieaasoes 13} 3 40 0 O 540 0 0 
Do do Freight and handling..,............ 323 015 0 - 246 0 0 
DleePErg vsicacesusdulesadeoeeeretscectesst towablen ee seen ceacemeee ate ererrane 4,020 Number. 0 6.56 1,306 10 O 
Ballast,aincluding cartagemcusnas sects csbaneenestaa cunt 5,266 tons. On? a0 3, 159' 12 90 
Road-metal, including cartage and spreading............66 seeees 200 cub. yds. 013 0 130 0 0 
Spreading: and, DOxTIG= Upp awn cie-celceseseiiaiselaten tenet ceaiearanestesiens 3,344 lin. yds. 0 3 6 585 4 0 
Blindiig amd DOMME A... access Gas seas on saiolpendnoaglnestindstd vow teds 10,032 sq. yds. O 0-6 250 15 0 
LiRyine’ PSFMANENG-WAYicsns.siceeasencdersdccieesses tam catitetaneortes 3, 284 lin. yds. O60 985 4 0 
witches aid Crossinge cis a anscetes sore tsansqnedsteuneamaratmey areas 4 sets each, 125 0 0 500 0 0 
Do do JAVING: oauiccosinnteemeentvevescuctasmene: cactei 60 lin. yds, Leo) 66 0 0 
Wee lidliinn ge: Sectarecens su Seutoscsatatoateinm aicals cca sie Seem oerinah etree tame eeament net ce 462 Number, 115 0 808 10 0 
Bean A Rohde atta deca Sens sn eM ad clea Mes Ml amtorahiotlee 330 % 011 0 181 10 0 
Alterations to street levels ...........0. Uiirstes sleratcwiealnewaierettelvtoette ie 400 0 0 |, 
Do to gas, water, and sewerage MAINS ...........cesee es 400 0 0 
Do to ferds and gutters....... Sado Ad Ata atorerdie Lamp suat, 120 0 0 
PU ole 2 ten Mailer tie Ae abi dae aididhie Rivtaw oa Sina ow Geert at 700 0 0 
DonBGe: jates ctlionisia-o.(ctssbissnars faite teiselabegheilolre elechatal sla icateieate Sei obtetoes Sh awe, ol 9. wesrencer 1,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 
——_—___——_—_| 17,794 12 0 
Engineering, contingencies, and Head-office charges.....}  cassecsee | tat eee eee 18 pex@ewtt) SE siseeece 3,202 8 0 
Total: (exclusive of. Mlectnical. Wncineer’s Hstimate)iaveice |) gj csmgeveee | eenuocge |b . weetumnyewe Te? oetleloaisi £| 20,997 9 0 
Chief Electrical Engineer's Estimate :— 
(Message by telephone on 18 November, 1922.) 
Onerhead? Works. oh TIS Ree OA care CAI teaeaahtss Ty eeneeneeer me hy MO Rees 2000?) Ob. OHI Weareunoves 
Pronvien tilt feedierst ica od) Ok rete e ce toe atte ene iaee 5,900 0 0 7,900 0 0 
OGRE ret See Avenaeddwgetbncle soolel cevesdalt  cckiaecede a ba S anGhiendt® 0pm” Saeheceeeyt ani kc ipim £| 28,897 0 0 


3. How are you getting on for rails}—We have a con- 
tract with Hoskins, but are getting on very slowly. We 
have nothing with the Broken Hill Proprietary Company. 

4, Is £12 )7s, a ton your contract. price, plus any ex- 
penses incurred for handling to get the rails on to the job? 
—For tramways we use either grooved rails or ordinary 
rails with a guard attached. We have run out of the 
grooved rails, which were made in England some years ago, 
and they cannot be rolled in Australia. We have arranged 
to have a guard attached, the price of which is very much 
more than the ordinary rail, and the total cost of £12 17s. 
includes the weight of the guards, plus the weight of the 
running rail, and the two together give us that average 
price. The Broken Hill Proprietary Company were rolling 
guards, but they have finished now. 


5. Where do you get your road metal from—do- you-get-- 


it from the State metal quarries!—No, mostly from the 
Railway Commissioners quarries. 

6. When this proposal was before the Committee on the 
11th November, 1920, the estimate was £26,355, and it is 


now £2,000 more. What are the principal factors which 
have contributed to that increase !—The difference in the 
basic wage. In 1920 the basic wage was 14s. 3d. per day, 
but now it is 15s. 9d. There are one or two other factors, 
but this is the main factor in the alteration. 

7. Mr. Drummond.| Is the cost of construction higher 
to-day than it was in 1920?—Yes. The standard wage is 
higher. In 1920 it was 14s. 3d. a day, now it was 15s. 9d. 

8. What proportion of the total cost of the work does 
wages represent !—Fully 60 per cent. 

9. What about the price of materials !—Rails have come 
down in price, but the reduction in the cost of fastenings 
has been nothing to speak of. 


10. Why?—I could not tell you. The fastenings are 


mostly made in the Railway Commissioners workshops. 


11. Are the rails made in Australia?—Yes. All rails 
are, and have been for some considerable time, made in 
Australia cither by the Broken Hill Proprietary Company 
or by C, and G, Hoskins. 
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WEDNESDAY 3 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuarrmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers, 
Th&e Ion. Roperr Mavony, 


Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


Francis Micnart Burke, Esq, 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expedieney of constructing a line of Tramway aiong 
Lyons-road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


Edward John Doran, Tramway Traffic Manager, Depart- 
ment of Tramways, sworn and examined :— 


12. Chairman.| You have prepared a statement in 
respect of this proposed tramway ’—Yes; it is as follows :— 


PrRovosep TRAMWAY ALONG LyYONS-ROAD, DRUMMOYNE, CON- 
NECTING WITH THE ABBOTSFORD AND RypE TRAMWAYS. 


This proposal was first considered by the Tramway [ro- 
posals Committee on 10th April, 1915, and a report fayour- 
able to its construction was made, in which it was also 
vointed out that the construction of this line would not 
necessarily mean the provision of additional trams to and 
from the city, as the cars then terminating at Lyons-road, 
on the Drummoyne-Ryde line, could be extended to the 
Abbotsford line, and it would therefore not be an expensive 
line to work. 

This condition, however, does not prevail to-day, inas- 
much as services which terminated at Lyons-road at that 
period are now extended to Gladesville; only relief trams 
during business hours now terminate at Lyons-road, 

On 2nd May, 1916, the Director-General of Public Works 
asked for an estimate of the cost of power and feeders in 
connection with the proposal, and this was placed at £38,200. 

On 12th September, 1919, a deputation from the Drum- 
moyne Municipal Council waited upon the Minister for 
Works and Railways to urge the construction of this pro- 
posed tramway. ; 

On 15th October, 1919, the Under Secretary for Public 
Works asked for a revised estimate of the cost of the pro- 


posal. Estimates were accordingly supplied as follows :— 
Estimated cost of construction .. £24,485 3 
Estimated annual expenditure ............ 4,459 
Estimated annual revenue ......----seee:. 2,000 
Difference—Loss .......e000- Pye ate Foie 


This provided for 1 mile 57 chains of single track, with 
three crossing loops of 5 chains each; ruling grade, 1 in 15, 
and sharpest curve 80 feet radius; half-hourly local service, 
aad one fare section. 

The Railway Commissioners reported that they were of 
opinion that the district was reasonably served by the 
existing tramway facilities, and that in view of the loss 
which would eventuate from the construction of the line the 
proposal was premature. 

The proposed tramway commences at the intersection ot 
Bridge-street and Lyons-road, Drummoyne, and proceeds in 
a south-westerly direction from the existing Drummoyne 
tramway into and along Lyons-road, terminating at the 
intersection of Lyons-road and Great North road, Five 
Dock, where it junctions with the existing tramway to 
Abbotsford. 

On 26th July, 1920, the Minister for Works and Railways 
received a deputation from the Drummoyne Council at the 
Drummoyne Town Hall, who urged the necessity for the 
construction of the line. 

On 6th August, 1920, the Railway Commissioners were 
asked to furnish a statutory report upon the proposal. This 
was duly submitted, in which revised estimates were quoted 
as follow :— 


Estimated cost of construction .... £26,355 £ 
Estimated annual expenditure ........-6+- 5,459 
: a 
Estimated annual revenue ....--++seeeees: 2,500 

Piflerence—WiOsSs felcc se sees new ones ete £2,959 


The increase in the estimated cost of construction in 1920 
as against that furnished in 1919 was £1,920; and in re- 
spect to the annual expenditure the increase Was £1,000), due 
to a rise in the working expenses from 17-69d, to 219d, per 
car mile, equal to an increase of 4-21d. per car mile, and to 
the increased interest charges. The fare over one section 
at that period was 14d. 

The Commissioners again reported adversely upon the 
proposal as they considered the construction of the exten- 
sion was premature, f 


On 10th November, 1922, the Under Secretary for Public 
Works asked the Railway Commissioners for a revision of 
the estimates, as the Minister had decided to refer the pro- 
posal to the Public Works Committee, 


A revised estimate of the cost of construction was accord- 
ingly given, viz., £28,897. A Statutory report was not made 
in connection with the proposal, The revised figures, how-” 
ever, are as follows :— 7 


Estimated construction cost ...... £28,897 £ 

Estimated annual expenditure ........ came 8 SGe 

Estimated annual revenue ....... see cians are 3,300 
Difference—Loss ..........5. gs Se £2,564 


The increase in the estimated cost of construction in 1922 
over that furnished in 1920 is £2,542, and in respect to the 
annual expenditure the increase is £405, the latter being due 
to a rise in working expenses from 21.9d. to 23.35d. per car 
mile, equal to an increase of 1-45d. per car mile, and to the 
increased interest charges. 


When submitting the Statutory report upon the proposal 
on 25th October, 1920, it was considered that there had been 
an appreciable development for about 1 mile from Drum- 
moyne; that the population was fairly dense, and that the 
settlement on the remaining portion was more or less scat- 
tered. Further, that there was a large amount of good 
building land suitable for residential purposes, particularly 
in the vicinity of Five Dock, where there had recently been 
considerable building activity. The majority of the resi- 
dents, however, were, it was stated, within easy walking 
distance of the existing Ryde and Abbotsford tramways, 
and were already reasonably served by those facilities. A 
motor bus then plied over the route, but was not patronised 
to any extent. i 


The circumstances now are practically the same. Since 
the date of that report there has been still further activity 
in building operations along this route. It has been repre- 
sented that there is a number of factories in the vicinity of 
the proposed line, and it has been suggested that the 
employees would be convenienced by its construction. So 
far as can be ascertained, however, not more than 100 
employees of the factories adjacent to Five Dock Bay would 
avail themselves of the services; whilst the remainder are 
already served by the existing Abbotsford line at Blackwall 
Point road, adjacent to Figtree Bay, and to whom the pro- 
posed line would be of no convenience unless they were 
living on the Drummoyne-Gladesville side. 


At the present time we are providing additional cars froin 
Abbotsford during the evening business hours to aceoni- 
modate employees working in factories in the vicinity of 
Figtree Bay who join cars at Blackwall Point road, whieh 
is 74 chains from the junction of the proposed tramway 
with the Five Dock line. 

The only new factory established in this district since 
1920 is that owned by Parkinsons, Ltd., adjacent to the 
Abbotsford line, where twenty-eight employees are at pre- 
sent engaged. 


13. You have very little more to say in support of this 
proposal than you had in November, 1920?—That is so. 

14. At that time a good deal was made by the supporters 
of the proposal of the claim that there would be an inter- 
change of shopping and visiting people between Abbots- 
ford and Drummoyne. Would you regard this link as 
valuable from that point of view?—No, because where the 
line would stop on the Abbotsford side there is very little : 
population, and for the purpose you have mentioned people | 
would have to come from Abbotsford itself or Five Dock. 
As against that there are fine shopping centres at Haber- 
field and at Drummoyne. 

15. This short line would offer fair prospects for the 
successful use of a one-man tram?—Personally I think it 
would. 
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16. Would that materially alter the financial outlook ?—- 
We really do not know what would be the cost of a one- 
man car in this country. In America there are 3,000 
such cars, the platform cost and power charges of which 
would be about 40 per cent. less than our costs and charges 
with our system. We would have the same permanent- 
way and overhead charges, In America the cost is, as I 
have said, about 40 per cent. cheaper, generally speaking, 
but some companies can do it 50 per cent. cheaper whilst 
giving their drivers in charge of one-man cars a 10 per 
cent. wages increase. 

17. Would this line promote any new settlement along 
the route?—There is some very fine building land, but it 
is adjacent to the Abbotsford line. We do not expect the 
same traffic on a local service as on a through service, 
because passengers object to changing. 

18. You would not expect to get much traffic from 
within a quarter of a mile of either the Drummoyne or 
the Five Dock line?—No. The population within five 
minutes walking distance of the present line on the Drum- 
moyne side is very dense, and people do not mind a five 
minutes’ walk to the tram. At the Abbotsford end there 
is a big quarry. There has not been a great deal of build- 
ing of late there. An inspection yesterday showed eight 
cottages in course of erection. 


19. You would not have very much drawing area for the 
first mile from Drummoyne either on the north-west side 
or the south-east side?—No. 

20. Mr. Travers.| I take it that the increase in the esti- 
mate of revenue at present as compared with that first 
made is due to the increase in the fare from 14d. to 2d.?— 
Yes. 

21. It is not due to an increage in the number of persons 
settled who would patronise the trams ?—No., 

22. Are the Railway Commissioners of the same opinion 
with regard to the desirability of this line as they were in 
1920?—I should say so. 

23. Mr. Drummond.] You would have to discharge your 
passengers at each end to catch the existing trams ?—Yes. 
We try to time our running to do that, so as not to cause 
delay in the through trams. The time will probably come 
when we shall have to run a second tram. In that case we 
shall have delay on the through trams, and, as has been 
the case in connection with other lines, we shall be asked 
for a double track. We always have trouble where through 
lines at any stage are associated with a single track. We 
have great trouble at Manly, where we have a length of 
single line beyond the double line, 


FRIDAY, 19 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present: — 
The Hon, W. T. DICK (CHairmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony, 


Francois Micuaren Burke, Esa, 
Brian JAmeEsS Dor, Esq. 


Davin Henry DrumMMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons Road, 
Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


Edward John Doran, Traffic Manager, Department of 
Tramways, re-called and further examined :— 


24. Chairman. You have a statement to make?—Yes. 


It is as follows :— 


Trafie Transportation. 


In response to the request of the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works, I desire to submit notes in re- 
gard to various methods of transport as compared with the 
ordinary electric tramway, and after careful consideration 
I am of opinion that of the eight systems mentioned only 
two, namely, motor buses and one-man electric tramears, are 
worthy of consideration, having regard to economy in opera- 
tion and satisfactory service to the users. 

So far as Sydney and its suburbs are concerned, the Rail- 
way Commissioners are of opinion that the most economical 
transport system is the electric tramway. It has always 
been thought that there is a place for motor buses, viz. :— 


(1) As feeders to existing railway and tramway ser- 
vices; 

(2) in connection with extensions to existing lines 
where it is desirable to first ascertain the earning 
power before incurring the expenditure inyolyed in 
the construction of a tramway. 

The Commissioners consider that the present is not an 
opportune time to carry out new works, by reason of the 
fact that some of the electrical apparatus is still in the 
vicinity of double the price it was a few years ago, and all 
other materials are still at a very high price. Power pro- 
duction costs are still high, and from a financial point of 
view there is nothing attractive in any transport proposition 
at the present moment, unless it be a motor bus service 
running over a road maintained in first-class order by some- 
body else, 

Motor Buses. 


There are many areas where no objection could be taken 
to the running of motor buses, but to run such vehicles 
alongside or on the tramline is absolutely unfair and in- 
equitable. 

Further, the Commissioners are opposed to running de- 
partmental motor buses. If the Department did undertake 
the running of buses, certainly a more regular and comfort- 


able service than that given by private ownership would be 
demanded, and the maintenance and labour costs would be 
on a maximum instead of a minimum scale. 

In the case of the Freshwater tramway proposal, the cost 
of construction is estimated at £22,966, and this is only for 
that section junctioning with the main Manly line and ter- 
minating at Freshwater. There is a double line of tramway 
track between the Manly wharf and the proposed Fresh- 
water junction, and this is maintained in good order by the 
Railway Commissioners. 

At the present time motor buses are running over this 
route, and experience no difficulty until they leave the tram- 
way track and travel by the ordinary vehicular route to the 
proposed Freshwater terminus. The bus service, however, 
is at infrequent and irregular intervals, but there is no 
doubt that if the tramway track were constructed and the 
conditions of the roadway improved advantage would be 
taken of this by other passenger vehicles, 

I am forced to this conclusion by the fact that before 
P-arramatta-road was reconstructed within the last few 
years the motor bus services were very unsatisfactory, due 
to the bad condition of the thoroughfare, but since the 
road has been placed in repair a large number of buses have 
been put into service and are now running to various out- 
lying suburbs in opposition to the railways and tramways. 

If the Railway Commissioners were asked to provide 
motor bus services, a considerable outlay. would be neces- 
sary to put the roadway in good order, and they ‘would 
probably be asked-to contribute substantially to its main- 
tenance. At the present time the Department’s maintenance 
costs are being seriously increased by the fact that adyvan- 
tage is taken by motor bus drivers of the improved condition 
of the thoroughfare along which tramlines are laid, and 
which in the majority of cases are double tracks. The total 
cost of maintenance last financial year was £528,207. | 

t should also be pointed out that if the Commissioners 
undertook to run motor buses, and the same award con- 
ditions applied to the staff employed thereon as to the tram- 
way staff, it would be necessary to provide equivalent to two 
and a half drivers and two and a half conductors per bus 
per diem, viz., one set for the morning and one set for the 
evening shift, with additional staff for intermediate relief, 
overtime, annual holidays, sick leave, and meal relief, to- 
gether with a supply of uniforms. Proprietors of indi- 
vidually-owned buses, however, are not bound by these con. 


ditions, As a rule their buses are not in traffic until be- 


tween 7 and 8 a.m., and the hours of duty of the staff ars 
very long. 

Under these conditions it would be impossible for the 
Railway Commissioners to run motor buses as a profitable 
undertaking, unless fares were considerably increased to 
meet the additional cost. 

When I was in the United States in 1919 motor bus ser- 
vices were not showing a profit on a 5 cents fare. Since 
then the largest company in America, Fifth-avenue, New 
York, has been granted an increase to a flat rate of 10 cents, 
equal to 5d. 

The American omnibus systems have an additional advan- 
tage by having first-class roads to traverse; petrol is 
cheaper; and there are very few motor buses running in 
districts where there are heavy grades. 

It would be impracticable to successfully operate motor 
buses within the city proper in addition to trams, as the 
road space available is already inadequate for the existing 
tramway, vehicular, and pedestrian traffic, and, further, 
trams and buses operating in the city in competition would 
result in financial loss to each undertaking. The peculiar 
lay-out of the city of Sydney renders it impossible for motor 
buses to handle the traffic within such a restricted area, 
and, until the city railway is constructed, the only partial 
remedy which can be applied is, in my opinion, a diversion 
of the Newtown traflic from George-street via Hay-street, 
and of portion of the Oxford-street traffic via College-street, 
together with a replacement of small cars by those of eighty- 
seat capacity and running them coupled. This would have 
the effect of reducing the existing headway, and thus to 
some extent relieve the congestion. These conditions may 
alter somewhat when the whole scheme for the city rail- 
way is completed, but until that time motor buses could 
not deal with the city traffic. 

The city tramways have long been called upon to perform 
work which I venture to think was never contemplated 
when they were originally laid down, and the only satis- 
factory means of relieving the congestion on the surface 
within the city is to complete the city railway. 


One-man Llectrie Tramear, 


With regard to the proposed operation of the one-man 
car in Sydney, the Railway Commissioners would be op- 
posed to running this type of car in crowded or congested 
thoroughfares, where the lrivers would have to ‘issue 
tickets and give change, as this would considerably hold 
up the traffic. One-man cars, however, could be run with 
advantage on certain non-paying lines, or in new districts 
connecting with the main lines, where the cost of two-men 
car operation would be prohibitive, or on certain existing 
lines where the traffic is light. 

As pointed out on page 9, one-man cars could satisfac- 
torily operate the Freshwater service during the major 
portion of the year, but during summer week-ends and 
holidays two-men cars would be required to satisfactorily 
handle the traffic. The same might be said in regard to 
the Drummoyne-Five Dock proposition if it were run as a 
local service. 

The prime requisite of every transport system is that the 
cars should be capable of operating over the whole system. 
Any other than an electric tramway would require separate 
housing, supervision, and control generally, and could not 
be interchangeable with any other system. 


Notes in connection vith Traffic Transport. 


With regard to the Chairman’s request for information in 
regard to other methods of passenger transportation, as com- 
pared with the ordinary electric tramway, I desire to gub- 
mit data which I have collated in respect to other systems 
as follows :— 


1. Electric Accumulator Cars. 
2. Conduit System. 

3. Railless Electric Cars. 

4, Surface Contact Systein, 

o Petrol Cars. 

6. Petrol Electric Cars. 

7. Motor Buses. 

8. One-man Wlectrie Tram Car. 


(I have not included steam and cable trams. These are 


not only antiquated, but expensive in operation.) 


The opinions of well-known authorities on these means 
of transport are as under :— 


1. Electric Accumulator Cars. 

(Mr. Brain)—At one time it was thought that the object 
would be best attained by the use of electric accumulator 
cars, the track rails being retained, but the whole of the 
overhead trolley wiring and poles being obviated, as well as 
the bulk of the high tension system and substations. Many 
hundreds, possibly thousands, of such cars were put into 
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service, but the overall cost was found to be much greater 
tuan that of an ordinary electric tramway system, and the 
service not so good. He believed that they had been dis- 
carded everywhere now. 

(Mr, Strickland)—The inherent defect of the battery car 
is the high weight of the battery per unit of energy stored 
therein, and in relation to the maximum power available. 
It follows that the possible schedule speed is low and the 
mileage between charges isufficient for a through city 
service. A typical battery car in city service would, between 
charges, run only about half of the average daily mileage 
required, and less than one-third of that on some suburban 
lines. The adoption of the battery cars would, therefore, 
necessitate the provision of at least twice the rolling-stock 
otherwise required, and each car, owing to the cost of the 
battery, is far more expensive. Whe energy used in moving 
the battery would add at least 25 per cent. to the total con- 
sumption, without taking into account the low efficiency of 
batteries, particularly of the Edison type, under working 
conditions. Even neglecting the high maintenance cost of a 
battery, the above charges far offset any saving in overhead 
line and feeders, and the slight gain in the substation plant 
effected by the better load factor obtainalLle. 

Notwithstanding these inherent defects, battery cars have 
been given a trial in various cities, but have only been used 
to any extent in those cities where conduit systems were in 
operation, and where it was desired to operate new routes 
without incurring the high cost of the conduit. A number 
of cars were used in Berlin at one time, but the system 
proved to be too expensive, and the trolley car service was 
substituted, after the company had lost about £250,000 on 
the experiment. 

Wxtensive trials have also been made in New York, both 
with lead batteries and Edison batteries. Fifty cars on the 
latter type were in operation at one time on the Third- 
avenue System, but in 1920 they were all converted to suit 
the ordinary trolley systein. 


2. Conduit System. 


(Afr. Brain)—The conduit system also dispensed with the 
overhead equipment; but this was mainly for aesthetic rea- 
sons. It had been very successful, but was much more 
costly than the trolley wire, both to install and maintain, 
and it had the disadvantage of being liable to be flooded by 
a heavy rainfall, 

(Mr. Strickland)—In addition to the prohibitive first cost 
there are many other disadvantages of the conduit system, 
which in the aggregate render it far less satisfactory than 
the overhead system, and it is probably as a consequence of 
these that two of the three conduit systems in Hngland have 
been abandoned, and replaced by overhead wire systems, 
even after the first cost of the conduit system has been 
incurred. Hxisting conduit systems are not being extended, 
and it can be safely stated that no ne wconduit systems will 
ever be constructed. 


b 3. Railless Electric Cars. 


(Mr. Brain)—The railless electric system dispensed with 
the track rails, but retained the whole of the high tension 
system, substations, distributing cables, trolley wires, and 
poles. It also required an additional trolley wire, or wires, 
and in some cases additional cables. Owing to the absence 
of the rail as a conducter this system when given loading 
required four times as much copper as the ordinary electric 
tram in order to obtain the same energy loss in the over- 
head wires. 


Comparison—Pctrol Motor Bus, Railless Trolley Bus, and 
Hlectric Tramway System. 


(Mr. Brain)—In comparing the petrol motor bus, the rail- 
less trolley bus, and electric tramway systems, it must be 
admitted that there is a place for each. The petrol bus 
could most economically serve the lightest service, while the 
electric tram could conveniently and effectively meet a wide 
range of road service from fairly light to the very heaviest. 
The place for the railless trolley was between the two. It 
had the advantage over the petrol bus that the cost for 
power was only a fraction that of petrol; but this was offset 
more or less by the charges for overhead equipment. If the 
car mileage over which these figures were spread was suf- 
ficient to bring the figure below the saving in power and re- 
pairs the railless service would be cheaper. In Italy it had 
been claimed that the railless trolley had the advantage at 
four trips per day, but an English authority recently held 
that if the service was less frequent than 45 minutes the 
petrol bus was the cheaper, and this was probably more re- 
liable. The same writer states that if the roads were bad 
it would pay better to lay down a tram line than to make 
a good road for the railless trolley. All authorities were 
agreed that a good road surface was essential for a railless 
trolley system. The 1919 official returns showed that in 
Sheffield, where the trams cost 14-076d. per car mile, the 
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petrol bus cost 18819d., while in Bradford, where the tram 
cost 19:217d. per car mile, the railless trolley cost 13:47d.; 
so that in Sheffield the petrol buses cost 83 per cent. more 
than tramways, while in Bradford railless cost 30 per cent. 
less than tramways. In the cost per pasSenger carried the 
tramways showed the lowest figure, owing to their greater 
average load. The figures for Bradford, submitted in March, 
1920, showed the cost of the trams had increased from 192d. 
to 2417d., and the railless costs had risen from 13:-47d. to 
18:8d., the former showing a profit of 2:79d. per car mile, and 
the latter a loss of 666d. 

The question of the desirability of introducing the track- 
less trolley system has been given consideration on a num- 
ber of occasions since the year 1911, and the following is 
copy of a communication addressed to the Under Secretary 
for Public Works by the Secretary for Railways in Juue, 
1921 :-— 

“With reference to the letter from the Manly and 
District Joint Development Comunittee, suggesting that 
the possibility of using the trackless tramway system 

\ in connection with the tramway extensions required 
in the Manly district be investigated in view of the dif- 
ficulty of obtaining funds for the necessary tramway 
extension, I am directed to inform you that the adop- 
tion of a trackless trolley system in lieu of the elec- 
trical tramway has already had yery careful considera- 
tion in connection with the proposed extension from the 
Ashfield-Mortlake line to Strathfield railway station, a 
distance of 2 miles 20 chains. 

“The Committee is evidently of opinion that a track- 
less service could be conducted on existing roadways, 
but investigations into the proposal just mentioned in- 
dicated that roadways outside the city boundary would 
require a large expenditure to make them serviceable 
for a trackless trolley system, and also considerable 
maintenance expenditure would be necessary. 

“Tn connection with the Ashfield-Strathfield proposal, 
estimates were prepared of the cost of construction of 
the roadway along the route, and the provision of 
feeders, high tension cables, substations, overhead lines, 
rolling-stock, special tools, &¢c., also of the operating ex- 
peuses including interest on capital cost, maintenance 
of roadways, overhead line and rolling stock, and power 
supply, and it was ascertained that whilst the working 
expenditure in the case of the trackless trolley system 
would amount to £12,560 per annum, the cost of provyid- 
ing service over the same extension by means of elec- 
tric tramway, including interest on cost of construction 
and working expenses, would amount to enly £5,480 per 
annum. 

‘Conditions in the Manly district are less fayourable 
to the satisfactory operation of a trackless trolley ser- 
vice than is the case on the Ashfield-Strathfield route, 

- and in view of this the Commissioners are of opinion 

that the proposal is not one which could be favourably 
considered.’ 


In November, 1921, the Hon. the Minister for Public 
Works asked the Railway Commissioners to report as to the 
practicability_of using the system in connection with feeder 
lines, where the circumstances would not warrant the laying 
down of a perinanent track, pad on 80th January, 1922, the 
Secretary for Railways wrote as follows :— 


* The possibility of using the railless electric troHey 
buses in-ecnnection sith feeder lines where the circyin- 
stances do not warrant the laying down of a permanent 
track has again been considered with respect to routes 
other than those referred to in my letter of 18th June 
last.” 


In- considering this type of transport, attention must be 
giyen to local conditions, such as the nature of the road 
surface and the relation of the new seryice to the existing 
systenl,-and:so far as the 
it may he stated that the authorities operating this form 
of traction m Leeds aud Bradford, England, were unani- 
mously ef opinion that a first-class tar macadam road was 
cssential fer its operation. Lhe proyision cf suitable roads 
locally and grbsequenut imgintonance would involve a large 
expenditure, 

Among thé lacal eonditicnus, one essential to satisfactory 
financial results in a railless trolley system is approximate 

cquality of traffic fram day to aay, and in this connection 
it might be pointed aut thet cu a route like Longueville to 
Fig Tree, whilst the limited amount of traffic on ordinary 
days could be handled by one or two vehicles, provision 
would require to ba niade for a yery considerable tourist 
traffe at week-ends and on holidays, when probably from 
six to eight vehicles would be required. 

This means that a considerable amount of capital would 
be lying idle five or six days out of seven, in addition 
to which housing accommodation would be necessary for 
a number of vehicles in excess of normal requirements. 


first-named of these is concerned . 


This would require to be provided adjacent to the route 
and at a site remote from local tramway headquarters, and 
would, therefore, call for separate supervision, . . 
The trackless trolley systei is used to a very limited 
extent i Comparison with the petrol-driven motor bus, and 
it would appear from that fact alone that in localities where 
the electric system would not be a paying proposition it 
would be preferable to provide motor bus services, as the 
-apital expenditure incurred in that connection would be so 
much less than that necessary for the installation of the 
railless eleetrie buses. . . .” 


4, Surface Gontact System. 


(Afr. Stricktand)—Another system which obviates the 
necessity of using overhead wires, and which is less costly 
to install than the conduit system, is that known as the 
surfaee contact system, This attracted considerable atten- 
tion in the first ten years of the present century, aud at 
least a score of different systems were devised and patented, 
and several of these were installed and eventually aban- 
doned. A few, however, met with a partial measure of 
suecess, particularly the Lorain system at Wolyerhampton, 
which had, however, in the end to give way to the trolley 
system. The last system which met with any suceess was 
that known as the GB system, which was installed and 
operated in Lineola for some time. This system was also 
installed on a section of tramway in London, from Aldgate 
to Bow, where it was desired to avoid the use of oyerhead 
wires and not to ineur the cost of the conduit system. It 
was, however, condemned by the Board of Trade, and after 
about ove month’s trial was replaced by the trolley system, 
Surface contact systems are attractive in theory, but prove 
unsatisfactory in practice. 


5. Petrol Cars. 

(Mr. Strickiand)—The use of petrol cars running on the 
existing track has also been suggested. These cars have 
been used in several places in tropical climates where elec- 
tricity and coal haye not been available, but in every case 
where they have been tried they proved to be more expensive 
to operate than electrically propelled tramears. Notwith- 
standing the promising statements made by Mr. Henry 
Ford, that petrol cars were going to oust tramears, the 
Ford Company advised in May, 1921, that “at the present 
time this project is in its experimental stage only, and far 
from being a manufacturing proposition.” Such cars are 
expensive in first cost, the power cost is high, especially in 
Australia, and the maintenanee expenses very heavy, It 
would be out of the question to run any €elf- propelled ears 
on the existing track, aud to lay down a track for the pur- 
pose of operating petrol cars is to incur the main eapital 
oxpenditure of the electric tramway system and the high 
operating costs of a petrol bus, without the advantage of the 
léw operating costs of the electric tramway or the mobility 
ot the petrol vehicle. The pr oposal is inherently unsound. 


6, Pctrel Hiectric Cars. 

(Ar. Sirickland)—Petrol electric cars were deyeloped to 
overcome many of the mechanical troubles in the clutch and 
geqring of petrol yebicles, and have proyed more sntistac- 
tory in operation than the latter. They are, however, neces- 
sarily costiv, a8 in addition to the electrical eH aes of 
a tramear they have to carry a petrol engine. This throws 
extra weight on the track and extra work on the system 
generally, as the maintenance cost of a number of petro! 
yehicles must be higher than that of substation plants, 
added to which the cost of peftol is high. Tike petrol ears, 
theke cars Can vun only in oe dtrection, and require a loop) 
or turntable at every terininal point. 

Nevertheless, self-jropelled tramway. cars have been given 
a trial on several important systems in Hngtand. © The 
London County Ccuacil in 1912, in its anxiety to ayoid the 
cost of extending the conduit system, tried four petrol 
electric cars. These were eventually discarded. Similar 
iriais also tcok place in Hastings and Dublin, and the only 
place where self-propelled cars are now running in Great 
Pritain is on an isolated line cf 4 miles between Morecambe 
and Heysham, in Lancashire. 


7, Motor Buscs. 

There are 274 motor buses running in Sydney and subwebs, 
and 43 at Newenstle. Of these, 173 are competing with the 
tramway, 62 with the railway, and 70 acting as feeders to 
cither the railways or tramways 

The number of buses affecting the tramways are as fol- 
lows :— 


Wastern Suburbs .......-..--.- AS ells: 
Western SUbVEDS .....2--.1.+--y a i. 
Nosihh BORE cere eds. tssss ys aye we 
RV WN Eel ti cite: the Oodle 0 Reg cea gis dod eee 
Newe@astle ..06- seen ee ee Biers cer vidiare . ee 
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It is a very difficult matter to even approximate the fe- 
yenue and working expenses involved in motor bus operation, 
but so far as can be ascertained a large majority of the 
buses is individually owned and worked. 

In reporting woon this matter recently an estimate was 
given showing that approximately SQ per cent. of the earn- 
ings of the buses within the city and suburbs is derived 
from what would otherwise be railway and tramway passen- 
gers in equal proportions. the balance beimg revenue which 
could not reasonably be earned by either railways or train- 
Ways, 

Other information in regard to motor buses has been 
Gouechedt from yariows sources, particulars of which are as 
folkow : 

(Extract fron: Aera, May, 1920;) 
- Buses at Sheffield. 

In a paper read before the Municipal Tramways Associa- 
fion of the United Kingdom, 18th September, 1919, Mr. A. R. 
Fetnléy, general manager of the Sheffield Tramways and 
Motor Bus Companies, gives some interesting comparisons, 
both as to expenditure ‘and as fo the relative efficiency of 
electric cars and motor buses, covering a period ending 
25th Match, 1919. 

As to expenses, Mr. Fernitey says: 

1. The revenue. expenses of running motor bus is 
445: per cent. more than for tranveur. After. giving the 
motor bus the benefit of its comparatively lower. capital 
expenditure it still costs 33-7. per cent. nrore thaw the 
tramear to work per mile. 

2. The revenue expenses per passenger carried on the 
motor omnibus i¢ 198 per cent. more than on the tram- 
car. The total expénses per passenger cartied are 176 
per cent. more on the bus than on the tramear. 

3. Again, per seat provided, the omnibus revenwe cx- 
penses are 131-3 per cent. higher than the framear per 
seat provided; are 114-1 per cent. higher on the bus 
than on the tramear. 

The average speed of the bus line is 927 miles per 
hour. The average speed of the tramcar is 865 miles 
per hour, that is, 15-26 per cent. in favour of the bus. 


As to the range of usefulness, Mr, Fernley’s conclusions 
are that the motor omnibus, so far as it has been developed 
to date, is: 

1. An excellent vehicle in acting as a feeder of and in 
connecting up tramway routes and services. 

2. An unsuitable vehicle for satisfactorily 
with heavy town traffic. 

3. Quite inadequate for dealing with our peak loads. 

4, Financially inipossible fer workmen's traffic at re- 
ie ee fares. 

. In regard to average speed maintained throughout 

vale day has no advantage over electric tramear. 


Reflecting the conditions, it is interesting to note that the 
average fare charged per mile wpon the tramways is ‘652d., 
while the fare per mile charged on the motor bus is 1:dd. 
In other words, the bus fare is 130 per cent. more than the 
tramway fare. 

Mr. Fulton declares that the congestion of traffic is one 
of the main reasons why the motor bus will supplant the 
street car. Common sense finds it difficult to conceive how 
trafic congestion can be relieved by substituting vehicles 
With a smaller carrying eapacity for vehicles having a 
larger carrying capacity, and thus increasing the number 
of vehicles on the street. 

Toledo was twenty-seven days without electric railway 
transportation, During that period the motor vehicle had 
full opportunity to demonstrate its advantages. It failed 
to do so, and Toledo welcomed with open arms. its trolley 
cars’ returi.. 

Refused a moderate increase in its ent fare, the Staten 
Tsland-Midtand Railway abandoned sérvice in the borougii 
of Riechmond, New York. and wuicipal buséess were sub- 
stituted - Civic and business organisations of Staten Island 
are now demanding that the trolley cars be returned, and 
be allowed wliatever fare. will. cover their cost of service 
and operation. 

Puring -fhe series of recent storms in Greater New York 
the motor buses ran only wkere the streets were made 
passable: by. the! trolley ear. 

Tie fielk2 of the motor bus anid motor truck is so large 
that it would sven unnecessary. to’ ignore the limitations in’ 
the propaganda of their promoters 


(Mr. Shoup, President, Pacific Weetric Company, Hlectric 
Reailwey Journaty—With regard to the question of motor 
buses in competition with or acting as auNxiliasries to the 
existing tramway system, several points should be taken 
into consideration. 

Firstly, the highways are designed for private use, and 
not to be made over into roadbeds for public utility services 
endeavouring fo maintain certain schedules which almost 
necessitate their having the right of way. 
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Witness—E. J. Doran, 19 January, 1923, 


Secondly, the tramways—which the public must recognise 
as absolutely essential—would suffer partial destruction or 
deterioration by a competition which divides existing busi- 
nesses through the paralleling of lines, and does not, except 
in an extremely limited way, create new business. The 
public must eventually pay for the two forms of transporta- 
tion, one of whieh may be made inefficient by, the other, 
without the newer form being able to give satisfactory ser- 
yice. The viewpoint of a tramway towards motor buses. 
over its route must be that of compefition, and not co 
ordination. 

Thirdly, and this is the chief argwnent directed against 
motor buses as a general rule, they do not pay. Statistics 
compiled by the wndermentioned systems may be cited :— 


[dlifar.—The Halifax Corporation carried over halt a 
million passengers in 1920- 21, the running resulting in a net. 
Joss pet mile of 3-294. Substantial deficits have been the. 
portion of this system. Since 1912-13, with the exception of 
1914-15 and 1918-19 a loss has resulted each year. 


Manehestcr —The Manchester Corporation controls a 
motor bus service in addition to its tramway service. For 
the year ended 3st March, 1922, the trams carried 
279,000,000 passengers, as compared with 2,271,000 by the 
buses, the working expenses per fran: mile being 18.739d., 
as compared witly 20:184d. per motor bus mile. The motor 
buses showed a profit of £728 on an expenditure of £25,500, 
whilst the profits on the tramways was £467,000 on an ex- 
penditure of £1,519,838. : 


Shefield.—The Sheffield Cowncil also ran motor buses. 
For the year 1919 the working cost per bus mile was 17-896d., 
as compared with 12-388d. per tramear mile, or 445 per 


cent. in excess of tramways. The passengers carried—cost 
per pasenger motor buses was 2:1387d. and tramways ‘716d. 


—the omnibus expenses per passenger being 198 per cent. in 
excess of tramways. 


Chicago.—A motor bus service for commuters and shop- 
pers was recently introduced in Chicago between the Union 
and North-Western depots and State-street shopping dis- 
trict, Chicago, The line of buses operates during shopping 
hours only, and the length of journey is 64 chains. A fare 
of 10 cents is charged. For the year ended 21st November, 
1921, the following results were obtained :— 


Passengers carried .......... 3 540,000 
REVeEnuG) ae aw os oe Pea Recetas 6, 6c £10,183 
USS TEL OS ace Perr astth oie. cae eh se tiica 77,244 
OPELAEME COSUSE oatcisre tide niaicisieaye ¢ £13,333 
WOSSe FO “MCaD a iycahe eth e bauer tcn cee: =. ci £3,200 


(Mr. Reid, president of the Indianopolis and Louisville 
Traction Railway )—Probably many of you know that I am 
opposed to the motor buses as compared with the electric 
tramway system, and feel their business should be regulated 
on thé principle that two transport facilities operating in 
competition is an economic waste and results in the travel- 
ling public paying for two services which ate probably—by 
reason of the competition—-inefficient. 


In. Pennsylvania’. for example, no bus line can operate in 
competition with a tramway unless it first obtains a cer- 
tificate of convenience and necessity from the Public Ser- 
vice Commission. I am, of course, a friend of bus trans- 
portation where it promises to become the forerunner of a 
tramway line. If bus transportation is established its 
charges should be régulated by proper authority so that no 
injustice cat’ be done to the public on the tramway system. 
Tn addition to this regulation, fhe bus showld pay a special 
licence tax for damage to the ronds. 

(Afr. Showp)—Co-ordination of bus and railway in Cali- 
fornia was utterly impossible. The bus in California has 
been’ develéped so far in a’ competitive way that the in- 
terests of the two are hopelessly divergent, and the situa- 
tion tlyéré is @& fight and a bitter oie. 

(Mr. McHtlroy, late general nvanager Manchester Tram- 
ways)—It is clearly a city’s duty to see that its citizens are 
provided with suitable and adequate means of passenger 
transport at all times and m all diréctions. Its greatest 
task is to make full provision for the great tide of passenger 
traffic into the city in the mornings and out to the suburbs 
in the evenings—the peak loads: <A: solution of this’ at one 
period will not, of course, stand’ for all time: The problem 
is: ad changing one, and the position has to be reviewed from 
time to time—saty, fronr decade to decade: When tramways 
on arterial routes near the city centres fedcli their satura- 
tion point at the hours of péale load and’ are still incapable 
of satisfactorily coping with the traffic, then (a) parallel 
tramway routes must if possible be provided’; (Uv) motor 
buses: must bé run’ to supplement the trams; or (c) under- 
ground railways must be provided. The running of motor 
buses to supplement the trams at the peak would introduce 
considerable difficulties by adding to the street congestion, 
unless the streets are exceptionally wide. The other road- 
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Witness 


R. J. Doran, 19 January, 1923. 


users at present accuse tramway operators with monopoi-:- 
ing the middle half of the roadway. What would they sa. 
if we were to attempt to monopolise a large part of the 
sides of the roads with motor buses. 

It has been suggested that private enterprise should he 
allowed to come in and run motor buses to supplement the 
tramways to help with the peak load difficulties. It has 
even been suggested that the tram cars, which are ad- 
mittedly the best peak load vehicles, should be restricted 
to carrying the peak loads supplemented by motor buses, and 
that during the slack portions of the day motor buses alone 
should run, they being well able to deal with this traffic. 
This proposition has only to be stated to show its absurdity. 
The provision and operation of tramways to meet the peak 
at reasonably low fares can only be done if the undertaking 
is carried on as a business concern and the plant, &¢c., pro- 
vided is used to, as far as possible, the maximum efficiency. 
If private enterprise is to be allowed to come in and run 
unrestricted, without obligations, such as those imposed upon 
tramways, then it will follow that the service and advan- 
tages which have been provided by the tramways will tend 
to diminish; because hcewever effective the tramways have 
been in meeting the requirements of a city they may not 
be able to give all the advantages they have in the past if 
they have to compete with a rival system which is free from 
all the onerous obligations placed upon tramways. 


Extract from an American Electric Railway Association 
journal of November, 1921 :— 


“ Londen Buses Run at a Loss. 


“ Tondon has between 4,000 and 5,000 motor omnibuses, all 
operated by the one company. The same company also runs 
six underground electric railways and three systems of 
electric tramsways—all in the London area. The omnibuses 
carry, roughly, one-third of the London traffic, but for some 
time they have been running at a loss, although there are 
no royalty or road contributions. The amalgamated com- 
panies pool results and the omnibuses have been assisted 
from the pool. 

“The Omnibus Company has stated that it reckons upon 
only five years’ life of its omnibuses. 

“In Chicago last year I inspected motor buses run as a 
separate undertaking. The appearance of those vehicles 
does not compare favourably with the London yehicle. I 
read recently that the Chicago omnibus undertaking had 
gone into liquidation.” 


8. One-man Electric Tramear. 


With regard to the evidence given by me in connection 
with the Drummoyne to Five Dock proposed tramway, when 
a request was made for information respecting the one-man 
ear, I desire to submit the following particulars :— 

When in the United States, at the latter end of 1919, I 
had an opportunity of seeing some of the one-man cars in 
actual operation at Kansas City and Gary, and the working 
was satisfactory. In my report to the Railway Commis- 
fioners upon the result of my visit to the United States, and 
having particular reference to the one-man car, I stated :— 

“T also saw these cars in operation in Kansas City, 
which has a population of 450,000. They were originally 
ordered for outlying lines, but it was decided to put 
them into the regular city service. A line was selected 
where they would have to undergo all the operation con- 
ditions of other types of equipment. The result of five 
months’ operation on the Sunset Hill line, which is 7 
miles long, and runs through a fairly populated area, 
was 24 minutes headway during rush hours, and 6 
minutes during slack periods of the day, as against 4 
and § minutes respectively prior to the introduction of 
the safety car; in fact, so successful is their operation 
that it is proposed to entirely equip the section with this 
type, and additional cars which have been placed on 
order will, when completed, bring the total to ninety- 
five one-man safety cars. I travelled with these cars 
to watch the working, and whilst some delay took place 
in congested loading centres I was satisfied with their 
operation. The motormen were in many instances re- 
lieved of the bulk of the fare collection and giving of 
change owing to the large number of free transfers 
handed up, and a system of providing an assistant con- 
ductor at the heavy loading centre, who collected the 
fares of passengers entering the cars. 

“At Los Angeles the Pacific Railway Company also 
contemplated introducing the system; in fact several 
cars intended for city traffic have been sent to outside 
districts where the financial position has been unsatis- 
factory, acting in some cases as feeders to the inter- 
urban electric and steam services. 

“rom the records placed before me, I ascertained 
that this class of car was considerably on the increase, 
and is being used not only in sparsely inhabited places, 
but as a means of relief to the rush-hour traffic in 
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This type of car was designed, I under- 
ptand, three years ago. It has a body 28 feet long, and 
seats thirty-two passengers—twenty-eight for double 
end and thirty-two when arranged for single end load- 
ing operations. It is mounted on a single truck, with 
26-inch wheels, having a wheel base of § feet. The 
equipment consists of 25 h.p. motors, a drum controller, 
and a 10-foot air compressor. The safety features of 
the car are incorporated in the controller handle, and 
in the motorman’s valve, and are so arranged that 
should the motorman become incapacitated, the power 
would be automatically cut off, the brakes would be 
applied in emergency position, sand would be blown on 
the track, and the front and rear doors unlocked. Only 
one man is required, who is seated conveniently to 
operate foot pedals and collect fares. I noticed as 
many as eighty passengers on a car, but in such cases 
the company provides a man at Maximum loading 
points, as previously pointed out, to collect fares before 
passengers join the cars. <A similar provision is also 
made in respect to cars operated by a driver and con- 
ductor. 

“he cost of operating these cars is a feature on a 
line where the financial position is a factor. Tor five 
months ended September, 1919, the wages and power 
cost per mile in Kansas City was 7:14 cents, and the 
power consumption 1:32 k.w., as against 13°31 cents and 
3:86 k.w. respectively for a corresponding period in the 
previous year, when the one-man car was not in opera- 
tion. The cost of power at Gary was even lower than 
this. 

“T cannot recommend the adoption of this class of 
vehicle for the congested streets of Sydney, but would 
be prepared to seriously consider its adoption on lines 
where the traffic receipts are unsatisfactory, or even on 
new lines, where there are no prospects of immediate 
financial suecess, subject to a slight modification in its 
construction, 

“The motormen of the one-man 
granted an increase in wages when 
Cala & ese 


iarger cities, 


ear are usually 
operating this 


In 1919 one hundred and two (102) companies were cir- 
cularised by the American Electric Railway Association, and 
particuiars obtained from ninety-three companies operating 
safety cars, some of the results being as follow :— 


Average time in operation—three years. 

Average reduction in power consumption—s50 per cent. 

Fifty (50) companies increased the pay of the train- 
men from 1 cent to 10 cents extra per hour. 

Ten (10) companies stated that the men disliked the 
one-man car. 

Seventy-five (75) companies said that the men were 
satisficd aud iiked the ear. 

The one-man car had an effect on the schedule speed 
in sixty-eight cases, and only in eleven cases was i 
decrease experienced. 

The headway varied from 24 to 45 minutes. 

Cn account of the lighter car the general consensus of 
opinion was that the cost of maintenance would be 
reduced. 

The companies predicted a saving in cost of track main- 
tenance, the saving being in proportion to weight 
of cars. 

Seventy-eight (78) companies said that their experience 
led them to favour the extension of the one-man 
car operation. One company replied in the negative 
on account of steep grades, and the others needed 
no extension of service. 


(Mr. Andrews, General Hlectric Company, U.S.A.)—The 
higher schedule speed pessible with these cars is not due to 
any higher maximum speed, but is due entirely to the con- 
struction of the car, permitting higher rates of acceleration 
and braking. 

The savings in platform labour by the use of one operator 
are apparent, and yet they represent but a little more than 
half of the possible economies in the application of this 
type of car. 

By way of illustration of the possible saving due to the 
use of the safety car, we may compare the operating cosis 
jf a two-man car with the possible cost of operation of a 
safety car. 

For example, the average operating costs for a two-man 
car on eleven (11) representative roads operating in the 
smaller cities of the middle west is approximately 22 cents 
per car mile. The minimum cost of operation on any of the 
eleven roads is 15:69 and the maximum 25:81 cents per ear 
mile; eae 

. « « The application of safety cars affects mainly the 
maintenance of equipment, power, and platform expense, 
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Witnesses—E. J. Doran, 19 January, and Sir Thomas Henley, 24 January, 1923. 


Actual records of maintenance of equipment from several 
roads which have been operating safety cars for a sufficient 
length of time to obtain the maintenance costs indicate that 
the maintenance will not be more than 1-2 cents per car 
mile (as against 2:14 cents per car mile for two-men Car 
operation). 

The saving in power is obvious, as the safety car weighs 
less than half that of the two-men car. Its construction 
permits higher rates of acceleration and braking which effect 
an additional saving in power. In a large number of. in- 
stallations tests show that the car requires less than 1 k.w. 
per car mile. Including heat and light it will be somewhat 
more than this, say, 1:5 k.w. per car mile. 

The saving in platform expense is equally as obvious as 
the saying in power. Only one operator is employed, and 
in all installations to date it has been the custom to give 
this operator an increase in wages to compensate for the 
additional responsibility placed upon him. The usual in- 
crease has been 10 per cent. The reduction in platform costs 
is therefore approximately 45 per cent. 

A comparison of these three items for two-meh car and 
safety car operation is as follows :— 


Cents per car mile. 


Items. 
Two-men Safety car 
operation. operation. 
Maintenance of equipment ............ 214 1-2. 
POWOE! sh csanideramsacetvaorsenertecseecsstns 42 1°95 
TUUGRORMI Cee asta tet ses cits. ccadenssinteasccs 8:7 4'8 
MObAIS es. sis-.c-+ a6 cents 15°04 7:95 
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or a reduction of nearly 50 per cent. in the main items which 
affect the cost of producing service. In larger cities where 
the wage scale is higher and all costs are increased, the 
saving in operating costs by the use of the safety car be- 
comes even greater. 


No records are available on the effect of the safety car 
on the track and overhead, but it is the opinion of everyone 
now using these cars that a greatly increased mileage can 
be operated with the safety car witout increasing the cost 
of track upkeep. P 

This type of car has been in operation in America for a 
number of years, and combines safety with lightness. In 
December, 1916, there were 400 of these cars in use in U.S.A. 
In October, 1922, there were 7,000 in use. Owing to the 
lightness of the car, and the fact of its being operated by 
one, the cost of running is much cheaper than that of the 
ordinary two-men car, thus enabling an improved service 
to be run at a lower cost. The only reliable information 
available so far as costs are concerned is from places with 
a population of from 25,000 to 348,000, and having from 
twenty-two to sixty-six cars. This information clearly in- 
dicates that the cost of operating one-man cars is about 
40 per cent. less than that of the ordinary two-men car. 

In the case of Freshwater, there is no doubt that the one. 
man car could satisfactorily handle the traffic in that dis- 
trict except during summer week-ends or holidays and other 
special occasions, when two-men carg would require to be 
put into service. 


I think that from Drummoyne to Five Dock would be a 
good place to make a test of the one-man cars. The traftic 
would be uniform throughout the day. There are one- 
man cars in operation in Ballarat and Bendigo, which 
are run by the same company. If the cars used were 
considered typical, I should certainly condemn them. 
There are no conveniences for the staff, who have to 
stand on a very narrow platform. The cars are not 
thoroughly covered in. The accommodation is very 
crude. I do not suggest we should run such inadequately 
equipped cars. If the Commissioners carry out the work 
at all they will do it well, and the system will be given 
a fair trial. Converted cars have not been a success 
any where. 


WEDNESDAY, 24 JANUARY, 1928. 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHairmay). 


The Hon. Joun TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis MicHart Burke, Esa. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 


Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons Road, 
Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


Sir Thomas Henley, M.L.A., sworn and examined :— 


25. Chairman.] Do you wish to make a statement in 
regard to this matter ?—I ‘have not prepared a statement. 
J gave evidence some time ago. 

26. We have that evidence before us. Is there any- 
thing you would like to add to it?~Since that time the 
district has gone ahead very considerably, and I think 
if will go ahead still more. Large estates, which have 
been tied up for many years, have been cut up recently, 
and are being sold as fast as they can cut them up. They 
will be built on, and progress will be very rapid. 

27. You mean the Russell Lea and Rodd’s estates ?— 
Yes. 

28. Most of that is south of the proposed line?—Yes; 
along there would be about the centre of the large estates 
that have been cut up. Since I gave evidence last 302 
houses have been built along there, and the last inquiry 
was only a year or two ago. At that time the muni- 
cipal revenue was £28,190. In 1922, not under the new 
assessment, which has only come into operation this year, 
it has grown to £39,465. The new assessment is coming 
in now, and I think it will easily put £10,000 on to the 
assessment. ‘That will mean that since the last inquiry the 
assessment will have grown from about £28,000 to close on 
£50,000. 


29. Where would the bulk of that increase come from ?— 
From lands which will be served by this tram very largely. 


+ 8939_B 


Tt will not be so great in any part as on the Lyons-road 
section, although it is only a small section, measuring 
1% mile. 

30. Have you seen the revised figures since the last 
inquiry in regard to the construction costs and working 
costs of this line?—No. 

31. Evidence was given on 3rd January of this year to 
the effect that on 10th November last the Under Secre- 
tary for Public Works asked the Railway Commissioners 
for a revision of the estimates. A revised estimate of the 
cost of construction was accordingly given. The estimated 
annual expenditure was then set down as £5,864, and the 
estimated annual revenue at £3,300, making an estimated 
loss of £2,564 per annum?—That is the usual departmental 
estimate. They are always a long way below it, yet some- 
how or other the Sydney trams always pay their way. 

32. It is pointed out that the increase in the working 
expenses is due largely to a rise in working costs from 
21-9d. to 23:35d. per car mile, and to increased interest 
charges¢—In connection with that estimate I may say 
that I had a conversation with a man who owned the 
bus run there at that time, and he told me that the Com- 
missioners’ estimate of revenue was far below what he 
took. 

33. The increase in revenue since estimated is partly 
due to the fare being 2d. instead of 14d. In view of those 
figures, do you still think that this proposed tramway 
offers a prospect of being a paying concern?—I feel sure 
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it will, if not from the beginning, then from a very early 
date, because the population is growing so rapidly, At 
some parts of the day the buses cannot carry the people, 
because the traflic authorities will not allow them to be 
crowded in the way that the trams are. I am not relying 
so much upon the people who are there now as on the 
development which will take place during the next year 
or so, before this tram can be constructed. From the 
passing of this authority the growth there will be enor- 
mous. The land has been made available and cut up and 
sold. | 

34. This estimate of revenue is based on a half-hourly 
service; at present the service on the Drummoyne line is 
a ten minutes’ service, is it not?—About that, I think. 1 
know you cannot get a seat. 


35. With a half-hourly local service, meeting a ten 
minutes’ service from or to Sydney, would this tram be 
likely to pick up the bulk of the passengers ?—I think the 
people would make their arrangements to suit the tram. 
They would catch the tram which joins up with the cross- 
section tram. There was an application some time ago 
for a tramway to go from Five Dock through Sunnyside to 
Concord, and Mr. Doran was then very emphatic about 
the advantages of this tramway. 


36. That would link up the Drummoyne tram with Con- 
cord, taking this section in?-Yes. If we had some vision 
as to what this metropolitan district is going to be, and 
if we were a private company, we would build a wharf 
on the Parramatta River and run a tram out to connect 
with Coneord. We should run it across the swamp near 
the Abbotsford-road, and fill in behind it with sand, thus 
making available hundreds of acres of beautiful land. 
But of course that is not referred to this Committee. 


37. The last time the proposal was before the Com- 
mittee you said that the tram should run down to Abbots- 
ford, and there should be a wharf at the bottom of Lyons- 
road?’—Yes. The tram would then pick up from the 
Drummoyne tram, the Abbotsford tram, and the Concord 
tram, connecting with Burwood, and it would make thou- 
sands of pounds worth of land available. 


38. We have recently had from Mr. Doran a comprehen- 
sive report upon traffic transportation throughout the city 
and suburbs. In the course of that report it is suggested 
that this Lyons-road tram was one which might be con- 
sidered, in view of the possibility of using a one-man car 
on the road. Have you considered the advisability of 
doing that?—I have seen a one-man car in operation, 
where you pay your fare under the notice of the driver, 
but I do not know whether they would be suitable for 
this place. I would not object to a trial of the system, 
because I would like to see anything introduced which 
would cheapen these public utilities. It would certainly 
be a very excellent place to try it, because it is a general 
traffic, and not a rush traffic, like that to or from a race- 
course, 


39. Is there a satisfactory motor bus service along there 
now?—No. The man is doing his best, but it is not so 
good as the tram service, and people will not build out 
there when there is any uncertainiy about the communi- 
cation. 


40. When we were inspecting the locality it was pointed 
out to us that that section of the country proposed to 
be served which lies to the south of the junction of this 
proposed tramline with the Drummoyne tramline would 
not furnish much traffic to the new line, as the people 
would walk over towards the Iron Cove bridge rather than 
go parth to join up with the proposed tram?—My ex- 
perience is that people only a few blocks away will take 
the motor bus and ride to the section. I saw where Mr. 
Doran referred to certain people as being ‘ within walk- 
ing distance.” You might say that Circular Quay is 
within walking distance of the Railway Station, but we 
know that people will take the tram, even if they are half- 
way between. The contradiction to that statement is 
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that a great number of people take the bus to ride only 


a couple of blocks. People in Australia do not seem to 
have the walking habit. 

41. Mr. Doran’s statement on that point is that “the _ 
majority of the residents were within walking distance of 
the existing Ryde and Abbotsford tramways, and were 
already reasonably sérved by those facilities. A motor bus 
then plied over the route, but was not patronised to any 
extent.” That was in 1920. Have conditions changed 
since then?—They have. As I say, 802 houses have gone 
up since that, and they still are going up rapidly. Not 
only have the conditions changed, but the people are 
riding on the bus now, and if they ride on the bus they 
will ride on the tram, even though it may be within easy 
walking distance. You cannot get the people to walk very 
far if they can ride. 

42. When the proposal was before this Committee a year 
or two ago it was pointed out that there were some large 
factories in the district, the workers of which would bene- 
fit by this tram. Has there been any further development 
in that respect?’—Yes. The electric motor factory seems 
to have developed, and there are other works near the 
river. I was out with Sir George Fuller a few days ago 
at Nestle’s works. They are employing some hundreds ot 
hands, and reckon before long they will require some 
thousands. They are extending their place very largely. 
Then there are Lysaght’s works at Chiswick, Friend’s 
works, and others. 

43. Mr. Mahony.] Would not the Abbotsford line be 
more suitable for the employees of those works?—Some 
will go by the Abbotsford line, and some will take this 
crossroad. If they live out Burwood way they will go to 
the Abbotsford line, but if they are at the Drummoyne 
end, or at Balmain or Glebe, they will go the other way. 
With a big section of people like that they would come 
from all quarters. 

44, What would you consider to be walking distance 
from the tram?—I am a pretty good walker, but the people 
in this country will not walk half a mile if they can help 
it. 

45. What would you consider the average distance 
people will walk ?—I could not tell you that. 

46. Would persons living on this side of Thompson- 
street from the Drummoyne tram patronise this line ?— 
Well, they patronise the bus. 

47. Would the people of Argyle-street, going the other 
way towards the Abbotsford tram, not be more inclined 
to patronise that tram than the Lyons-road tram?—A 
good deal would depend upon their destination. 

48. Do you think that the people from Thompson-stree 
to Argyle-street would patronise the proposed new line ?— 
Yes, though it would depend a good:deal on where they 
were going. I say that you cannot find a place in any part 
of Sydney where a tramway connecting link would be 
more useful than in this area. When property was avail- 
able nearer the terminus this land was not in such de- 
mand, but people have been forced further out on account 
of the necessity of getting cheaper land and cheaper 
houses, so that this locality has been going ahead very 
fast. 

49. Are the 302 new houses that you mentioned located 
in the district between Thompson-street and Argyle-street 4 
—TI do not know that they are between those streets, but 
they are on the proposed route. The town clerk gave 
me this information: ‘‘ The new houses erected between 
Gipps-street and The Avenue, 302 in number, would all be 
served by the Lyons-road tramway.” There would be no 
land resumptions, except a little, perhaps, if the tram 
turned round into Bridge-street, in which case they might 
do something with the Oxford Hotel corner. 

50. Is there a ferry service to Chiswick ?—Yes, but that 
would not affect the matter very much. 

51. It would not interfere with the tram?—I do not 
think so. 

52. Mr. Burke.] Is the increased municipal revenue you 
spoke of due to higher rating by the council, or to new 
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dwellings?—It is due to new dwellings. The rate has not 
been altered for three years. The last inquiry into this 
matter was in August, 1921, and it was the same then. 
When I was Mayor of this district the revenue was about 
£3,000 a year for both boroughs. This year it will bo 
about £40,000. That will give you some idea of the 
growtb. 

53. How long is it since you were mayor?—FEight or 
ten years. In 1922 the revenue was £39,000. This year 
the new assessment comes in, Probably it will be adopted 
for the next three years, and I estimate that it will 
bring the revenue up to £40,000. 

54. Have you observed the manner in which the buses 
are used on that road; are they well filled?—I am not out 
that way very much. Once or twice I have tried to go 
across to Burwood about mid-day on Saturday, and it was 
a case of hanging on all the time. 

55. You could not say what the traffic is like at ordin- 
ary times?—I think they are very well patronised. 

56. You do not know whether it is a paying proposi- 
tion for the bus proprietors’—No. But the bus pro- 
prietor who previously owned it told me that the de- 
partmental estimate of revenue was far below his tak- 
ings. That was afiter he had given the business up. 

57. The proposed route is approximately 1$ mile in 
length. If one quarter of a mile is a reasonable distance 
for people to walk, and we take off one quarter of a mile 
at each end, there would only be 14 mile which the tram- 
way would really serve. The Commissioners take up the 
view that there are other lines more urgently needed 
than a connecting link like that?—I am not here to run 
down’ anybody else’s section, but when I was mayor I 
widened that road from 33 feet to 66 feet with a view 
to this tram being built later. J saw then the necessity 
for the connection. The experience in Sydney for years 
has been that as soon as a tram is built it creates its own 
traffic. 

58. Is the vacant land round about there already sub- 
_ divided?—Most of it. I do not know of any big blocks 
now. : 

59. Mr. Travers.] Lyons-road was widened during your 
mayoralty ?—Yes. 

60. What consideration moved you to have it widened? 
—One thing was that I felt it was going to be a great 
metropolitan artery, which it is to-day. I felt that if it 


was not widened then the cost of doing it later would . 


be enormous. At that time I had sufficient influence to 
have it done practically for nothing. We had the fences 
put back without expense. Mr. Russell Lea had his lodge 
put back at his own cost, and Mr. Rodd put back a 
cottage at his own cost. By a great deal of humouring 
we got the road widened. For its importance, it is the 
cheapest bit of road widening ever done in Sydney. 

61. Was there any suggestion of a tram at that time?— 
No, but we had an idea that the tram would have to be 
built later, and we felt that if we were to have a tram- 
way we would need to have a 66 feet road there. It is 
all wide enough except near the town hall, where we 
eould go back a little, and a couple of places where 
they were asked at first to put back their fences only 
6 feet 6 inches, and we did not care to ask them to put 
them back further afterwards, but the road is wide enough 
all along. There would be no expense for land restmp- 
tion, and there are no big hills to climb. 

62. Can you say how long it is since the buses com- 
menced to run there?—I should say within the last four 
or five years. It was while I was at the war. Since the 
buses have been running building has gone ahead very 
considerably, and if the tram goes there it will grow 
faster. 

63. Is there only one line of buses ?—Yes. 

64. Have you noticed whether the number of buses is 
increasing ?—No, I have not. 

65. Apart from the stimulation to building which the 
tram would give, what advantage would it be, apart from 
departmental considerations, to have these two lines linked 
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up, from the point of view of an interchange of traffic ?—~ 
Drummoyne and Five Dock are one municipality. Land 
has gone up in yalue there from £4 or £5 per foot to from 
£40 to £50 during the last eight or ten years. They are 
two big centres which are cut off from one another, 
although they have a good deal of buisness with each 
other. 

66. From the point of view of shopping, would this line 
cffer the people of Abbotsford and Five Dock the oppor- 
tunity of going to Drummoyne and Balmain?—I think it 
would. 

67. Do you think Drummoyne offers better facilities 
for shopping than) Five Dock?—I would not say that. 
They are all fairly good shopping centres, but people 
have their fancies for different shops, and they will like 
to go across to compare prices. 

68. Taking off the distances within easy walking of the 
Drummoyne tram and the Five Dock tram, it would 
roughly leave 1 mile of country, in the centre, which 
would be served. Is there much vacant land for building 
there, or is it fairly well settled ?—AlIl that land has been 
recently cut up, after having been tied up for years, as I 
said. They are now having sales every few months. 

69. The greatest settlement in that area is within easy 
walking distance of either! the Drummoyne line or the 
Five Dock line?—Well, they get in the buses now and 
ride, and it is only natural to expect that if they ride in 
the bus they will ride in the tram. 

70. Where do you expect to get the most settlement— 
southward towards Long Cove?—I think it will be about 
equal on either side. 

71. Are land values in the district going up very much? 
—They have gone up this last few years almost every- 
where. I suppose they have gone up at Drummoyne in 
about the same ratio as at other places. 

72. Has the population increased very much during the 
past two years?—Tremendously. It is going ahead very 
fast in the Drummoyne section. On the Cheswick side 
there is large factory development. The 1,000 hands that 
they expect to employ at Nestles’ will be gathered from 
various parts, and it will be a great feeder to the tram. 

73. The statement we have before us is to the effect that 
since the last estimate was prepared, in 1920, there has 
been very little additional settlement in that district ?—I 
have told you that 302 additional houses have gone up 
in the section which will be served by this tram. That is 
the town clerks statement. 

74. How far would they be from the existing tram ?— 
I take it they would be about the centre of the locality. 

75. The Department’s estimate is based on a half-hourly 
service. Do you think that would meet the requirements 
of the district?—They would find very soon that the 
traffic would demand a much quicker service. 

16. Mr. Drummond.] There ig a statement in the report 
of the Tramway Manager to this effect: “It has been 
represented that there is a number of factories in the 
vicinity of the proposed line, and it has been suggested 
that the employees would be convenienced by its con- 
struction. So far as can be ascertained, however, not 
more than 100 employees of the factories adjacent to Five 
Dock Bay would avail themselves of these services; whilst 
the remainder are already served by the existing Abbots- 
ford line.” What do you think of that statement ?—It is 
a statement I would not make, and in any ease it is only 
a guess to say how jmany employees would use the tram. 

77. Is Lyons-road in good order and condition, and has 
it a good eurface?—It is not a bad road. We have spent 
a good deal of money on it, in the last two years. 

78. Are the motor buses running there now meeting the 
needs of the trafic on that road to any extent ?—The 
people say they are not. They cannot get a seat, or even 
standing-room. 

79. It has been continually pointed out to the Com- 
mittee that the buses everywhere are causing the trams 
very serious loss, because they are running in active 
opposition to them?’—I came in the bus this morning to 
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get the tram. When I got to the tram I had to hang on 
to a strap all the time. There was no standing room, and 
that was between 10 o’clock and 11 o’clock, when you 
would expect the ‘traffic to be slack. 


80. You say the road is in good order, and the buses are 
running there. Do you say that the buses are not capable 
of handling the trafic?—The people are agitating for the 
tram, and therefore J take it they are not’satisfied with 
the buses. i : 

81. That is to say that even under suitable conditions, 
where the traffic is beyond a certain point, you are of 
opinion that buses cannot handle the traffic?—I would not 
say that generally, but I say that this is a most suitable 
place for a tram. In some parts of a crowded city buses 
might be able to shift the people more quickly,, but they 
would need to be a different type of bus to those we have 
here. 

82. Is it not a fact that where dette are used to any 
considerable extent in lieu of trams they are merely used 
as an adjunct to an underground railway, or some faster 
mode of transport ?—I do not know, but I expect that some 
day the underground railway will go to Drummoyne. 


83. Mr. Doe.| You are aware that in 1915 the Tramways 
Advisory Board furnished a report which was favourable 
to the construction of this line?—I understand that the 
Committee favoured the construction of the tram. 

84. The Committee considered that the line could be 
run cheaply then, because additional trams would not be 
required, for the reason that they would be able to run 
ears along the Abbotsford-road track and terminate them 
at Five Dock, making that the run. Some time after- 
wards the opinion seems to ‘have altered, and to have 
turned somewhat against the previous idea, because the 
‘trams ran as far as Abbotsford, many of them making 
Abbotsford the terminus instead of Five Dock, as was pro- 
posed. Do you consider that the conditions which existed 
in 1915, and which made that appear to be a reasonable 
proposition, still exist to-day?—No, I have neyer heard 
that very strongly expressed. I was secretary to the 
Gladesville tramway movement, and I got the late 
Mr. E. W. O’Sullivan to turn the first sod years before it 
was started, but Wwe never looked upon Gladesville as an 
adjunct to this. The tram now runs past Gladesville to 
Ryde. There may be something in the idea of running the 


tram along Lyons-road, and down to the Abbotsford wharf 


later on. 


85. Do you consider that the conditions of 1915 still 
exist, as far as making the tram a payable proposition 
is concerned?—They have been amplified, trebly. Now 
they can not only come along Lyons-road, but they can 
changé and go to Gladesville, or Ryde, or Abbotsford. 

86. In addition, then, to the favourable conditions which 
existed at that time, you say that a very considerable 
quantity of land has been made available for building pur- 
poses during last, year ’—Yes. fe 

87. And there is still more to be made available ?—There 
are some market gardens there, and when the facilities 
for traffic are given people will buy blocks, and the place 
will go ahead faster. The centre of that district will then 
fill up very quickly. 

88. What do the buses charge between Drummoyne and 
the Gladesville line, and Five Dock and the Abbotsford 
line?—I think 38d. 

89. The buses would not be able to compete with the 


‘tram, as far as price is concerned. The tram would be 


cheaper, and as a matter of competition ‘would conse- 
quently get the traffic?—I think so. I think that when the 
tram goes there the buses will probably run off, and take 
up another line. 

90. Are the works of Lysaght’s and Friend’s and 
Nestle’s comparatively new works?—Nestle’s is not yet 
completely built, although some hundreds are already 
working there. They are putting in a tremendous lot of 
machinery, and making big extensions. I believe they 
are investing about £1,000,000 in the works. 

91. What do Friend’s mgnufacture?—They are iron- 
workers, and Lysaght’s make wire-netting. 

92. How long have they been there?—Lysaght’s have 
been there for the last twenty or thirty years, and Friend’s, 
I suppose, for seven or eight years. 

93. Nestle’s works would be additional, to the works 
which were considered when the computation was made 
as regards the probability of this line paying?—Yes, A 
great number of the employees from Nestle’s works would 
probably take the Abbotsford tram; others would take the 
Lyons-road tram, or the Balmain tram, according to 
where they lived. 

94. You are of opinion that the line would give such an 
impetus to this district that it would be a profitable con- 
eern ?—I do not know of any cross-country tramway con- 
nection that would be a better proposition than this. It 
is a compact little junction, and it is going to cause the 
land along there to be built on very quickly. 
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MONDAY, 


29 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Onairman). 


The Hon. Joun TRAvERs. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 


Francis MichHart Burke, Esq. 
WILLIAM Cameron, Esa. 


Brian James Dor, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons-road, 
Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


Robert Greig, M.L.A., 


95. Chairman.| Would you care to make a general 
statement /—I gave evidence generally on this proposal 
when the last Committee was inquiring, and I think it 
would be superfluous to traverse the ground I covered then. 
I would point out, however, to emphasise what I said in 
1920, thatthe Tramway Adyisory Boardin 1915 recommended 
the construction of this line. Many developments have 
since taken place in regard to modern transport. The use 
of motor-buses was not then the essential thing it is to-day. 
Having regard to the big development of motor-bus traffic, 
I think it is necessary now to pay attention to that. There 
is a motor-bus line running from Five Dock to Drummoyne, 
more particularly between Drummoyne and Bent-street. 


sworn and examined :— 


The service commences, I understand, about 6.30 a.m. and 


terminates about 10.30 p.m. During the greater part of 
the day the service is between Drummoyne and Bent-street. 
I think the last bus to Five Dock is about 6.50 p.m. The 
general feeling, I believe, is that there should be some 
means of transport connecting Drummoyne and Five 
Dock, but not ncessarily a tram-line as we understand a 
tram-line to-day. Before the last Public Works Com- 
mittee, I think, an expert gave evidence with regard 
to the rail-less system of tramway, and I suggested 
to the Secretary of Public Works at that time that 
Lyons-road offered an admirable route for a system of rail- 
less trams being tried. There are no engineering difficulties 
there, and it is pretty well straight-going for about 1} 
miles. .Then again, J understand, you have had evidence 
with regard to the one-man-control tram-cars. It seems to 
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me the Committee might very well scnsidas the advisability 
either of suggesting the employment of the rail-less tram, 
which has been used in Gieat Britain, in the United States, 
anid on the Continent with beneficial results, or the institu- 
tion of a system of one-man-control along the Lyons-road 
route. If the Advisory Board in 1915 felt that the tram- 
way should then be constructed, this Committee might 
very well consider that since that time there has been 
tremendous development along both sides of this proposed 
route. There is not one estate remaining which has not 
been subdivided. Only a few weeks ago Rodd’s estate, 
the last remaining estate, was subdivils 1 and offered at 
public anetion, and the land realised from £2 10s. to £9 a 
foot, indicating very clearly that despite the lack of com- 
munication between Drummoyne and Fiye Dock people 
were prepared to pay high prices for the land, and to make 
their residences there, in anticipation of such communication 
being provided. Since this Committee last took evidence 
with regard to the desirability of building this tramway, 
Nestle’s Ltd. have established a great factary at 
Abbotsford, which will give employment to between 2,500 
and 3,000 persons; Lysaght’s haye again taken up full 
working, and other nadiatains haye hea established there. 

96. With regard to the one-man-tram, the Departmental 
report placed before us shows that this line would carry a 
half-hourly service, which would meet a ten-minutes’ service 
each way at Drummoyne. Do you think that a half-hourly 
service, meeting a ten-minutes’ service, would callect the 
greater portion of the traffic along that proposed line, or 
would there not be still a successful opportunity for com- 
petition by the motor-buses }—I think the service, in those 
circumstances, would be adequate, and there would be no 
reason to anticipate unfavourable competition by the motor- 
bus traffic. A great argument against the motor-buses 
to-day, and I suppose it is characteristic of all motor-bus 
proprictors, is that they only run the buses when they are 
assured of profitable patronage at the hands of the public. 
The motor-buses to-day from the city to and from 
Drummoyne are only available when the proprietors are 
assured of a full complement of passengers. The motor-bus 
proprietors donot run their services at all hours to suit 
the conyenience of the public as the Railway Commis- 
sioners lo. 

97. Fhe Rodd aniniee which you mentioned, is situated 
to the southward of this proposed route, is it not 1—Yes, 
overlooking Leichhardt Bay. 

98. We were told in eyidence that the people there 
would be likely to go towards the lron Cove bridge rather 
than to walk to this proposed tram !—I do not think that 
is right. I think the balk of the people making their 
homes on the Rodd estate would walk to Lyons-road and 
take the tram. 

99, Have you noticed much development in the district 
in the way of an increased number of houses since you gave 
evidence some two years ago ?—There has been very great 
development. When I last gaye evidence I do not think 
the Russell Lea estate had been subdivided, and the Rodd 
estate was not then subdivided. There was not one house 
on it. There has been great development at the rear of 
the Russell Lea hospital, This development has been due, 
in a large measure, to the people believing that the tram 
would ultimately be built along Lyons road. 

100. Mr. Dce.| Do you know anything abaut the rail- 
less tramgay system a3 compared with the one-man-car 
system ?—I eannot say that I could offer an opinion 
worth accepting with regard to the “advantages of the 
system. T understand that the rail-less tram would dis- 
pense with the tremendous cost of laying down the lines. 
The one-man system of contr ol is one [ have not given 
much attention to, but the fact that it is a one man system 
indicates that Hore would ke a consider rable saying with 
regard to labour. 

‘101. OF the various systems submitted to the Committee 
by Mr. Doran that seems to be the one which would be 
preferable over that particular route. ‘The rail-less system 
does not seem to be approved, for very many reasons t— 
That is a matter upon which a qualified engineer could 
express a better opinion than I could. 


Witness—R. Greig, M,L.A, 29 January, 1923, 


102. Do you think there is any chance in the reasonably 
near future of this line being made a payable proposition ? 
-—I cannot understand the official estimate of expected loss 
put forward by the expert advisers of the Commissioners. 
When I last gave evidence, I think they_ estimated the 
annual loss at £2 ,900, and the cost of laying down the line 
at £15,000 a mile. - I then disagreed with the estimate of 
the Commissioners. There are no eee egrts difficulties 
on this route. 


103. Are you aware that since ‘you gave evidence the 
estimated cost of the line has been increased by some 
£2,542. Do you think that is a reasonable increase, and _ 
can you give any reason for it?—I cannot understand it. 
My impression is, however, that when I gave evidence in 
1920 the estimated cost of the line was approximately 
£32,000. . Since then there hag been a very big reduction 
in the basic wage; the cost of material has been reduced, 
and there has been an extension of the working week, so I 
cannot understand why there should be an increase in the 
estimated cost of the work, unless the estimate then was 
based on the probability of the working week being reduced, 
and of other costs coming down. 

104. The figures we have before us show that in 1920 
the estimated cost was £26,355, and that has now been 
increased to £28, 897 1—I cannot understand such an 
increase. 

105. Mr. Burke.| This line would be eo mee iaiely 
2 miles jong, and I suppose that from a quarter-mile at 
each end the existing tramways serve the people, so that, 
roughly speaking, there would be about a mile in the centre 
which would provide revenue for this line, as far as traftic 
to and from Sydney is concerned. Do you think there 
would be sufficient habitation within that area to make 
this a payable line/—Yes. The motor-bus traffic to-day, 
although it is regulated by the local municipal council, is 
not anything like what the people desire. The consequence 
is that because of the very poor service of the motor-buses, 
people are prone to walk to and from Thompson-street, 
Denning-street, or Moore-street, whereas if the tramway 
were there they would ride. 

106. In connecting Drummoyne with Five Dock, what 
special advantages wonld this line confer, from the local 
point of view ?— Drummoyne and Five Dock are one muni- 
cipality. There is no gulf between the two places. Atthe 
last inquiry by this Committee I-advocated the connecting 
up of a modern system of tramways between this district 
and the western suburbs. Really the first link in that chain 
is the connection between Drummoyne and Five Dock, and 
ultimately there would be connection between Five Dock 
and the Ashfield—Mortlake line, thus connecting up the 
district with Strathfield and the whole of the metropolitan 
tramway system. All along the river, from Chiswick, 
there are very fine industries, and their number is being 
regularly added to. Sysaght’s business was established 
some years ago, and I think it is obvious that all that river 
front, which has a splendid depth ef water, will be the 
location of big industries. At Chiswick there is a large 
box works, and Lysaght’s wire works, and then we have 
Nestle’s factory. Eventually the who'e of the great 
waterway of the Parramatta River, particularly on the 
Abbotsford side, is destined to carry some of the biggest 
industries in New South Wales, and I think it will come 
about in the very near future. 

107. 
When if is running, the bus is at times packed, 
it is inconvenient to ride in it. 

168. ‘The bus obtains its license from the Drummoyne 
Council ? —I understand it is from the Traffic Superinten- 
dent’s office, but it must be recommended by the municipal 
council, 

109. Have they to observe a time-table?—Yes. If 
they observe the conditioas laid down by the municipal 
council they must run strictly to a time-tahle. They sub- 
mit a timetable to the council when applying for their 
license, and the time-table is almost invariably approved by 
the council. All the council concerns itself about is seeing 
that the time-table is observed, but the time-table which is 


Are the buses along that route well patronised ?— 
In fact; 
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submitted is one which covers times when the proprietors 
know that they will bave patronage for the buses. Nobody 
could get a motor bus from the Queen Victoria Markets to 
Drummoyne except at the busy hours, although, when one 
is available, the journey can be done. in twenty-three 
minutes, as against thirty-five or forty minutes as taken by 
the tram. But that s rvice is only available until about 
6.20 pm. After that, if you wish to get to Drummoyne 
you must take the tram. That indicates that the service 
between the city and Drummoyne is run in order to lift a 
certain section of the people who are engaged in business, 
and it is only run when the patronage is assured. 

110. With the running of the bus over that route you 
have observed a good deal of progress in the district !— 
Undoubtedly. 

111. How long has the bus been running ?!—1 believe 
five or six years, 

112. Is it only since then you have observed the increase 
in population ?—That has certainly been one cause. An- 
other, of course, has bcen the general tendency of people to 
get out to the suburbs. 


113. Do you think that the expectation of this tramway 
has had some effect?—Yes. The people have been expect- 
ing it for years, but particularly since 1915, when the 
Tramway Advisory Board said that the building of the 
tram was desirable. 

114. Mr. Travers.] Have you noticed whether any ad- 
ditional buses are run during the morning and evening, or 
on Sundays and holidays !—No additional buses at all. 

115. Do you know how many buses they run ?—I could 
not say definitely. The same proprietor controls the 
Drummoyne-Five Dock run as the City-Drummoyne run, 
and I suppose that during the busy periods he would take 
one or two buses off the local route and put them on the 
run to the city. 

116. Where would you expect that this proposed line 
would get the most traflic--midway between Drummoyne 
and Five Dock !—Yes, I should say so. 

117. Would you expect much through traffic ?—I can 
only take it that a large number of people in Drummoyne 
have the same tendency as myself. I frequently want to 
go to Five Dock, but if I go through Rozelle and connect 
with the Abbotsford tram it means a great loss of time. 

118. From the shopping point of view, would there be 
any inducement for the Five Dock people to go to Drum- 
moyne to do their shopping ‘—I would not say that, unless 
it was from a desire to ascertain the prices at Drummoyne. 


Of course, in Drummoyne there is the largest picture theatre 
in New South Wales. It was built by Sir Rupert Clarke 
at a cost of £10,000. On the picture theatre nights it is 
necessary for the motor-bus proprietors to establish an 
additional line of buses to bring the people from Five Dock. 
IT understand the capacity of the theatre is something like 
3,000. ; 

119. To the southward of this proposed route, taking a 
line about half a mile away down towards Long Cove, 
would the people use this proposed tramway, or the existing 
line from Drummoyne?-—I believe 70 per cent. of them 
would go to the new line if it were constructed. 

120. With regard to the increase in the estimated cost, 
to which you have referred, I may say that when Mr. 
Hutchinson was giving evidence before us he said that in 
1920 the basic wage was 14s. 3d. a day, whereas now it is 
15s. 9d. There are one or two other factors which go to 
make up the difference, but that was the main factor, 
according to Mr, Hutchinson’s explanation ?—Well, I can 
only repeat what I said. In 1920 materials were almost at 
a prohibitive price, and the basic wage was very high. I 
think that if you went back to 1914 you would find that 
the estimated cost of this line was then about £22,509. 

121. Chairman.] One witness suggested to this Com- 
mittee that later it would be a good thing to have an 
extension from the Drummoyne line across through Five 
Dock and going west as far as Concord. Have you con- 
sidered this proposal as a link in that chain ?—One must 
necessarily consider this proposal as a link because of the 
fact that it is evident there must sooner or later be a con- 
nection between the whole of the northern and western 
metropolitan suburban systems. That is a desirable chain, 
and this would be a link in that chain. 

122. It has been suggested that this proposed tramway 
should be run down to the water on the east side of 
Drummoyne, and that a wharf should be built there to 
give the people in the district an opportunity of going 
either by steamer or tramway into the city. Have you 
considered that aspect of it !—I think I spoke against that 
proposal in 1920, and IT am even more strongly against it 
to-day. I cannot see that any good result will come from 
extending this proposed tramway from Bridge street down 
to the water. Furthermore, I am totally against any 
Government service connecting with a privately-controlled 
service, so as to enhance the value of the privately-controlled 
service, unless the owner of the latter is prepared to bear 
some proportion of the cost of the construction of the 
Government service. 


WEDNESDAY, 31 JANUARY, 1923. 


Present :— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CaHairman). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Mationy. 
= Francis Micnuart Burke, Esa, 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dog, Esa. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway a.ong 
Lyons Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


David More Anderson, M.L.A., sworn and examined :— 


123. Mr. Mahony.] Do you desire to make a statement 2 
-—I desire to emphasise the fact that I think a tramway 
along Lyons-road is desirable, and that it will be a profit- 
able line from the beginning. I think the Committee 
would be well advised to recommend that it should be 
constructed. 

124. Do you know the estimated cost of the line?—Yes, 
I have noted it in the evidence given by Mr. Doran. 

125. And the estimated annual loss?—Yes, but I do not 
take any notice of that. It is the same with every line 
submitted to the Commissioners. I do not think a rail- 
way has ever been submitted to them, but they estimated 
a loss upon it. I take no notice of their estimates of loss. 

126. Is the district fairly settled 2—Yes. 


127. Are there any large estates not yet cut up?—There 
is a lot of property to cut up there. A lot of estates have 
already been cut up, and settlement is going on very 
rapidly, with a good class of property. 

128. People living within 4 mile or so of the Drummoyne 
line would be served by the existing Drummoyne tram, 
would they not?—If there were no better service I sup- 
pose they would walk up to it, but if the tram went along 
Lyons-road they would join that at the nearest point. 

129. You think they would ride instead of walking ?@—TI do. 

130. Is it not a fact that in the city a number of people 
walk 4+ mile to the railway, instead of paying for the addi- 
tional section ?—Consider the conditions under which they 
have to get to the trams at the railway. I think that suf- 
ficiently answers the question. 
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131. Would not the same conditions exist on the Five 
Dock line as on the Drummoyne line. The people living 
near the main lines would use those, and not the cross 
line?—I think they would use the nearest line. I may 
say that I am not favourable to the proposition for the one- 
man tram. If they had to get on a tram for a small sec- 
tion, and then get off at the end of Lyons-road, the people 
might not then use it. That would be different to getting 
into the tram for a continuous ride. 

132. This is not a continuous line; it is a cross-country 
line, running only between the Five Dock: and Drum- 
moyne lines. It has been suggested to us that it might 
interfere with the 10-minutes service on the Drummoyne 
line if it ran continuously. The regularity of the service 
would be interfered with, and therefore the idea is to have 
this tram running only from one line to the other?—I do 
not favour that. I do not think it is practicable, or in the 
best interests of the people. I think that a 10-minutes 
service should be run to Drummoyne, and that every 
second tram should go along Lyons-road to Five Dock, 
and become a portion of the service from Five Dock to the 
city. Then there would be no changing and chopping 
from one tram to the other at Lyons-road. The passengers 
would run right through. 

133. You suggest what would be practically a circular 
line?Yes, a portion of the Drummoyne service would 
link up with the Abbotsford service, and run back to the 
city. 

134. Where would the people live who would be likely 
to patronise this service?—Along the whole line, from 
Bridge-road, Drummoyne, to the intersection of the Five 
Dock tram. It is all good building land, and is rapidly 
being built upon. 

135. Would the people living on this side of Thompson- 
street be likely to patronise the new line?—If they lived 
near the terminus they would probably get off there. 

136. What about the people near Argyle-street ?—I would 
not commit myself to naming the streets, but within a 
reasonable distance of both lines would be where the major 
portion of the traffic would come from. All along the line 
they would use the new tram, and there is a good back 
country on both sides of the road, which would supplement 
the tramway business. 

137. How far north—as far as Chiswick?—I would not 
commit myself to say just how far. A great deal depends 
on the formation of the roads, and the access to the tram, 
but a sufficient number of people would be available, in my 
opinion, to make the tram a paying proposition. 

138. You said you were against the proposal to use a 
one-man tram, and in favour of a connection right 
through ?—Yes. 

139. If the tramway were constructed and run in the 
way you suggest, you think it would pay?—Yes. 

140. Mr. Travers.] What you mean to suggest is that 
there should be a 20-minutes service on this line, instead 
of the proposed half-hour service that the Commissioners 
suggest ?—Yes, and not a disjointed service. 


141. Would your suggestion lessen the number of trams 
going to Gladesville, on one side, or Abbotsford, on the 
other?—I do not think it would. There is a 10-minutes 
Drummoyne service, and I propose that every second tram 
of that service should turn along Lyons-road. Then the 
people along Lyons-road to the bridge would be fairly 
well served by the Gladesville and Ryde tram. 


142. You suggest that this district should be served by 
alternate Drummoyne and Five Dock trams?—Yes, it 
would be one continuous run right round. 

143. Hes much settlement taken place during the last 
five years within the influence of this proposed line?—It 
has been wonderful. The place has improved from bare 
paddocks to a fairly closely-settled residential area. It is 
good building land,- with a splendid aspect across Iron 
Cove Bay, and it is at a reasonable distance from the city. 
It is very favourable to settlement. 
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144. Where do you think you would get most of the local 
traffic from—midway between the Drummoyne and Five 
Dock line?—Yes. That would be a big factor, if it is 
going to be a disjointed line, but if it is going 1\ght 
through I look to the whole length of the line to supply the 
traffic. If people are to be required to get out of one tram 
into another, then you will depend for your traffic on the 
people living in the centre of the district, and that will 
detract from the general revenue, and add to the cost. In 
that case there would have to be separate trams, but in 
the way I suggest there would need to be no increase in 
the trams, or at the most a couple of trams would work 
the extra traffic, and there would be very little increased 
cost. 

145. Your proposal would lessen the number of trams 
running from Drummoyne to Sydney, and from Five Dock 
to Sydney’?—It would not lessen them. 
would be maintained just the same. It would not be rob- 
bing Drummoyne of its present service. 

146. Would the Railway Commissioners’ suggestion to 
run a half-hourly local service put the people in a better 
position than they are in now?—I suppose so. The people 
would be glad to accept it, if it was the best thing they 
could get, but in my opinion it would not be at all satis- 
factory. 

147. Mr. Drwmmond.| You are pretty well acquainted 
with Lyons-road ¢—Yes. 

148. Is it in good order at present?—Fairly good order. 

149. The buses do not adequately serve the traffic at the 
present time ?—No. 

150. So that even with a fair road, if there is no tram, 
the buses will not adequately serve the people?—It would 
appear so. The bus-driver is faced with the probability of 
the tram coming there, and therefore the locality does not 
suggest a good proposition for an ambitious busman. 

151. How long have the buses been running on that ser- 
vice ?’—F our or five years. 

152. It has had a fairly good test, then?—Yes, and the 
result has been that the land has been subdivided, and 
houses have been built, even with the bus service. 

153. Does that service only run between the,two trams, 
or does it run into the city ?—It only used to run between 
the trams, but I fancy now there may be a bus running 
to the city. 

154. So that much development along that road is really 
due to the bus service ?—Yes, to the added convenience of 
the bus service, and that is in flat contradiction to the 
statement made by some other witness, that the proposed 
route is too near the existing trams. Before the bus ser- 
vice that development did not take place, but with the 
added convenience of the buses it has taken place. 

155. With the tram you expect an accelerated develop- 
ment of that area ?—Yes. 

156. It would seem that where development takes place 
to a certain point, buses cannot effectively handle the 
traftic ?—No, and they are not so satisfactory to the people, 
because they are not permanent, in the same way as a 
tram. 

157. Not so reliable in their timetables?—No. <A person 
looking for an investment does not feel the same security 
in buying a property where there is only a bus service as 
he does if there is a tram. 

158. What is the fare in the bus between Five Dock 
and Drummoyne?—I think it is 3d. 

159. It seems, then, that either the bus is not competent 
to deal with the increased traffic, or that you do not want 
a tram?’—There is no doubt about my evidence in that 
connection. I do not think the bus can handle the traffic, 
and every day makes it more difficult. The bus only takes 
you to the corner, and you have to get out of it and into 
the tram, and that is detrimental to an increase of the 
settlement. 

160. Have you travelled from Drummoyne to Sydney 
sufficiently to say that the traffic is very heavy at the pre- 
sent time?—It is very heavy. Frequently you cannot get 
your feet into the tram sufficiently to stay on. 


The timetable 
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161. Would that also apply to the Five Dock line?—I 
am not so well acquainted with that, but the Drummoyne 
traffic is very heavy all through the day. 

162. You are of opinion that this line would be miost 
successful if it were part of a continuotis sefvice, instead 
of a detached section ‘—Yes. 

163. Mr. Doe.] I suppose you are awase that the figtires 
given to this Committee indicate an expected loss on this 
tram of £2,564 per annum?—TI noticed that. 

164. Do you think there would be a very great further 
development, that would make a much better prospective 
revenue than is laid down hefe?—I do. I think that the 
estimates prepai‘éd by the Railway Commissioners are 
always very conservative in that respect. I find that they 
now suggest 4 fevenue showing an increase of £1,000 over 
that of 1920. 

165. Chairman.] That is due to the increagé in trai 
fares?—Then it would be interesting to know if they 
allowed for the reduction oh the basic wage, aiid in the 
hours of labour when estimating the cost of construction. 
I think their estimate is conservative, and shows 4 mti¢h 
greater loss than will actually occur. 

166. Mr. Doe.] There is a large piece of vacant land 
almost in the centre of the proposed line, atid down to- 
wards Iron Cove. We understand that that is being cut 
up. It is known as Rodd’s estate. Is there likely to be 
very much development in that part of the district 2—Yes, 
very much. It is a natuial and beautifil slope, down to 
the river. 


167. Would those people use the Lyons-¥odd tram té get 
to Sydney ?—I should think so, especially if it were a cir- 
eular tram. They would not hesitate then to get on the 
tram at the points nearest their homes. 

168. If it were made 4 continuotis service instead of a 
one-man tram, you think it would be more likely to pay, 
and to give genefal satisfaction?—I have no hesitation 
in saying that. 

169. Do you think that the advantages of a one-man 
tram, in the way of savitig, &., would be counterbalanced 
by the fact that the people would not take advantage of 
that tram; because they would have to get out and change 
trams somewhere in the vicinity of their homes?—I do. I 
do not profess to ‘have any knowledge of the oné-man 
tram, but J] think the traffie oh that road in the near 
future will be so great that no one-man tram will be able 
to hazidle it. Sometimes even the biismen catinot collect 
their fares until the people get off on to the street, and I 
do not see how ohe man on a tram is going to collect them. 

170. Assuming that the one-man seryice is put into 
operation, however, that will be a matter of service only. 
The lines will be laid, and the conditi6tis of ruining can 
be altered and made conhtintious or otherwise, in aécord- 
ance with the wishes of the Commissioners and theit 
knowledge of how the traffic is working, from the stand- 
point of convenience ?—Yes. 


WEDNESDAY, 28 MARCH, 1923. 
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The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons-road, 
Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


Brisbane Rodd, estate agent, and manager of the Rodd 
Estate, Drummoyne, sworn, and examined :— 


171. Chairman.| I understand you have along experience 
of the district through which the proposed tramway would 
pass ‘Yes, I am a native of the district and am a member 
of the local municipal council. There have been several 
subdivisions of the Rodd estate. 


172. What are the boundaries of the Rodd estate, and 
how far is it from the proposed tramway ?-—From Lithgow- 
street just before the one-mile peg is reached it extends to 
Miller-street, and along Henley Marine Drive to Barnstaple- 
road and part of Lithgow-street. It also takes in the area 
south of Barnstaple-road around the foreshore. It com- 
prises about 125 acres. 

173. Tell us about the subdivision in 1917 !—About half 
of that has been built on. The first subdivision of 
seventy-five lots is wholly built on. 


174. How many lots of the 1917 subdivision have been _ 


built on?—About forty. But there are more than twenty- 
-five houses because some lots have been re-subdivided. 


175. How many blocks were there in the second 
subdivision !—Fifty. Of the third subdivision [ have no 
plan, but very little of it has been built on. It comprises 
about forty-five lots. hese blocks are sold on the time 
payment system extending over four or five years, and 
buyers generally avail themselves of the terms offered, 
Those who purchased in 1917 are practically all paid up. 
Those who purchased in 1920 have not yet done so. 


176, Ar. Doe.| I presume they do not build until they 
get their deeds #—That is so. 


177. Chairman.| How many blocks were in the fourth 
subdivision }—Thirty-five, fifteen built on, and in the fifth 
thirty-three, none of which have been built on, although 
they are all sold. The sixth subdivision was put on the 
market last year. There are forty-six blocks, of which ten 
are still to be sold. The plan has been passed by the local 
council for the sale of the balance of the estate not yet 
dealt with, and comprises 200 blocks. I submit a plan of 
52 acres, proposed subdivision, which is the south-western 
portion, ard in which there are about 250 allotments. 

178. Does the last subdivision complete the subdivision 
of the whole estate ?—There are still some 300 odd blocks 
to be sold. 

179. What is the total number of allotments, the total 
number of buildings erected, and the total number of allot- 
ments on which buildings are to be erected !—-There will be 
546 allotments when all the subdivision# are on the market. 
A number of the blocks in the earlier subdivisions have 
been re-subdivided, on some of which two cottages have 
been erected. About 135 cottages have been erected on the 
546 blocks. All of them are not yet on the market. 

180. What has been the building progress on the areas 
subdivided ?-—-Almost immediately buyers have completed 
their payments for the purchase of land they have arranged 
finance and commenced to build. 

181. I understand there are at least 400 blocks that are 
not built on ;—do you anticipate that all those blocks, as 
soon as the purchasers have completed their final payments, 
will be built upon?—I do. There are nearly 600 lots. 

182, Have you formed any estimate. as to how long it 
will be before that comes about !—It will take from eight to 
ten years to finalise the whole estate 


183. What price do those blocks generally bring !—-From 
£2 to £7 10s. a foot, We have sold about £30,000 worth 


of land there, in round figures. 


184, Would you say that the people who have purchased 
your land on terms will settle on it and contribute 
materially to the revenue of the proposed tramway !—Yes, 
for the reason that the estate lies midway between the two 
trams, 

185. Ithas been stated that from the eastern end of your 
subdivision people would probably walk down to the Iron- 
cove bridge and take the tram rather than go north-west 
to pick up the proposed tram ¢@—It would be a long walk. 
Tt would mean walking ten to twelve minutes. 

186. Do you think they would prefer to walk to the pro- 
posed tram and pay for the extra section !— Yes. 

187. Has progress between the Drummoyne and the 
Abbotsford lines been very marked during recent years ]— 
Yes, especially on the Russell Lea estate, which has been built 
on. Several other estates in the vicinity have been cut up. 
Another portion of the Russell Lea estate is to be built on 
on the same terms, and there is the Fairlight estate imme- 
diately west of our property. 

188. Have you considered the proposed tramway apart 
from your interest in the Rodd estate?—Yes. I admit 
we have a direct interest in the proposed tramway, although 
I am not a landowner there myself. I am only a trustee. 
I frequently hear people say that they would build their 
homes there if the proposed tramway is to be constructed. 
They have said that as soon as they know the tramway is 
coming they are prepared to put in tkeir foundations. 

- 189. How do you regard the present transport facilities 
there !—As very poor. During the busy trips you have to 
hang on. 

190. Do you think that a half-hourly service on a single 
line would be sufficient to make the tram pay !—Yes, but 
at certain hours of the day it would be necessary to run 
double cars, as I do not think single cars would carry the 
traffic. I understand the’ proposal is to run along Lyons- 
road. I should think the tram would pick up more traffic 
if it cut in in front of the Russell Lea Hospital and went 
along Fairlight-street up First-avenue to Hitchen’s corner. 
It might even go down Ingham-avenue with advantage. It 
could well pass along Fairlight-street, up past the Park, 
and along First-avenue to North-road. All the Fairlight 
estate extension has yet to be built on. It would serve the 
Park as regards football and cricket matches, and eventually 
the line might be extended in the direction of Croydon. I 
think if it went by such a route it would serve a larger 
area. 

191. Where do those people take the tram now !—They 
use the existing tram on the Great North road. 

192. Mr, Doe.| If your suggested deviation were adopted 
how much extra length of line would be involved ?—Not 
more than 25 or 26 chains. 

193. Can you give the Committee an idea of what it 
would cost to resume the land on your deviation !—No, but 
it would be very little. I think, in fact, the line could be 
deviated as I suggest without resumptions. 

- 194. Would not the extra length of line be about half a 
mile !—No, about one-third of a mile. 

195. I take it you are of opinion that the tramway 
between Haberfield and Dobroyde Point would not become 
a competitor with the Lyons-road tramway ?—Decidedly 
not. JI prefer the Lyons-road line, because the bridge 
line would serve only one end of Fairlight estate. 

196. Chairman.] The bay, I understand, is to be re- 
claimed ?—Not. all of it. 

197, Mr. Drwmmond.| Mr. Doran, Tramway ‘Traffic 
Manager, in giving evidence before the Committee was 
asked by Mr, Travers : 

I take it that the increase in the estimate of expenditure at 
present, as compared with that first made, is due to the increase in 
the fares from 14d. to 2d. ? 
Mr. Doran replied it was. 


The following question was 
then put to him: 


It is not due to an increase in the number of persons settled who 
would patronise the trams ? 
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The answer was.; 
Yo, 
I understand that refers to a report made in 1920. , Would 
you say that statement is correct ?—There has been a big 
increase in the number of people out there. Furthermore, 
a number of works have been established in the district 
that were not in full swing in 1920. eis | 

198. Your argument is that if there is an increase “ih 
revenue as the result of an increase in fares, the réventie 
estimate of the Railway Commissioners based on practically 
no increase in population is incorrect !—Certainly. 

199. The opinion has been volunteered by witnesses that, ~ 
recent development in the district to be served by the 
proposed tram-line is the result of the buses running there? 
—The buses have materially assisted development there. 

200. Why is it that the buses are not able to serve that 
area efficiently, considering that in other districts they 
seriously compete with the trams !—Because they haye not 
enough buses there. In the busy hours it is a scramble to 
get into a bus, 

201. Is the reason why there are not more buses because 
in the middle of the day the passenger traffic falls off to 
such an extent that it would not pay to put more on ?—In 
the middle of the day the bus service is not frequent. 

202. Is it a good road !—Yes. 

203. Given a certain amount of development in the dis. 
trict, would you say that the buses are not by themselves 
able to efficiently cope with the traffic?—If there were a 
sufficient number of buses, and they ran to a proper time- 
table, they might. But as things are at present, if there is 
anything on outside the buses are taken off. 

204. Why donot'the buses run a more regular service {— 
I do not think the proprietor has the buses to doit. He 
is building buses. The bus service is an improvement on 
what it was two years ago. 

205. Would it not seem that when a sufficient number 
of buses are available they will prove a serious competitor 
with the trams !—I suppose they will go a little further out 
then. You can depend on the tram service running to a 
time-table, but my experience out there is that you do not 
always know when you can get a bus. You cannot depend 
on them. 

206, As the motor buses are proving serious competitors 
with the trams, and assuming the proposed tramway were 
constructed, what reason is there for supposing that this 
state of affairs, operating on other tram-lines,- would not 
prevail on this one ?/—If the buses ran to proper time-table 
throughout the day and evening the bus service might be 
sufficient. But it does not do that. There are frequent 
complaints to the local council that the buses do not run 
to time-table, and that sometimes they are cut out 
altogether. 

207. When trams are run in competition with buses the 
spur of competition keeps them up to the mark !/—Yes. 
The buses would go off if the tram was there. . 

208, They have not done so in other places. Why would 
not the factors operating in other districts operate in this 
case !—I can advance no reason for that, 

Mr. Doran was further questioned : 

This short line would offer fair prospects for the successful use of 
a one-man tram ?—Personally, I think it would. 

209. Do you consider that a one-man tram, in the early 
stages of development there, could successfully cope with 
the trattic?—I think it would be a very fair start. The 
Commissioners would soon recognise what was doing there. 

210. The Committee may take it for granted that until 
the tram is constructed the blocks which you have 
described will not be extensively built on ?—I would not 
say that, because before they have completed their final 
payments, people sometimes come to me and ask when is 
the tram coming. 


211. The following question was put to Mr. Anderson, 
a Wa Wh 


This is not a continuous line; it is a cross country line running 
only between the Five Dock and Drummoyne lines. It has been 
suggested to us that it might interfere with the ten minutes’ service 
on the Drummoyne line if it ran continuously. The regularity of the 
service would be interfered with, and thererore the idea is to have 
this tram running only from one line to the other ?—I do not favour 
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that. I do not think it practicable, nor in the best interests of the 
people. I think that a ten minutes’ service should be run to Drum- 
moyne, and that every second tram should go along Lyons-road to 
Five Dock and become a portion of the service from Five Dock to the 


city. Then there would be no changing and chopping from one 
tram to the other at Lyons-road. The passengers would run right 
through. 


You suggest what would be practically a circular line ?—Yes. A 
portion of the Drummoyne service would link up with the Abbots- 
ford service and run back to the city. 

Following on that I asked Mr. Anderson whether he had 
travelled from Drummoyne to Sydney sufticiently to say 
that the traffic is heavy at the present time, and he replied 
that it is very heavy. He said that frequently you cannot 
get your feet into the tram sufficiently to stay on. In 
answer to other questions he gave the following evidence :— 

Would that also apply to the Five Dock line ?— I am not so well 
acquainted with that, but the Drummoyne traffic is very heavy all 
through the day. 

You are of opinion that this line would be most successful if it 
uy part of a continuous service, instead of a detached section ?— 

es. 

Would you care to express an opinion on that ?—I think 
we ought to have a local service first. The circular business 
would do later on. I advocate a separate tram for 
Lyons-read. 


212. Did not a small ferry run to the Cove bank opposite 
the Rodd estate, and is there no prospect of that service 
being renewed in view of the subdivisions ?—It did not run 
epposite to our estate, but to the foot of Thompson-street. 


213. You do not consider the ferry is likely to prove a 
factor in upsetting the balance of the tram 1—No. 

214. Mr. Travers.| I understand that of 320 blocks 
sold 135 cottages have been erected?—Yes, That is on 
land sold in and prior to 1917 because the purchasers of 
that land have completed their payments. 


215. Why have the remaining number of blocks not been 
built on !/—Because the purchasers have not yet paid for 


them. They cannot build until they have made their final 
payments. They must get their deeds before they can 
finance. 


216. The want of tramway facilities is not the reason 
why the remaining blocks sold have not been built on ?1—L 
cannot say that, but, there are forty or fifty people who say 
they are prepared to build when they can get proper financa. 

217. Two hundred and thirty-five blocks have been sold 
that are not fully paid for ;—is there any evidence of build- 
ing there ?—No, they are not in a position to build until 
they get their deeds. 

218. A portion of your estate is close to Henley-parade ;— 
people living about there will be almost as close to the 
existing tram-line as to the proposed line!—No, It would 
be abous five times as far to Bridge-road. 

219. Persons living on portion of your estate fronting 
Henly-parade would not have much more than half a mile 
to walk to the existing tram-line!— Yes, they would. 

220. Are they closer to the proposed line than to the 
existing tramway /—Yes. 

221, Would they prefer to walk to the proposed line than 
to the existing line and save a section?—Yes. They are 
a) ways asking when is the tram likely to be constructed. 

222. Would the people living on the portion of the estate 
further west be likely to use the Five Dock line instead of 
the proposed line t—I do not think so. 


223. How far north or south would the proposed line 
be likely to draw traffic From anywhere between Ingham- 
avenue and Thompson-street. ‘There would be pick-up 
traffic from Edenholm, Bayview, Bradley’s, Lyons Ville, 
and other estates, a number of people would come from 
Leichhardt and Rozelle. 


224. Have you any building covenant on the land !— 
Yos, £300 or £400. We are selling to the artisan class. 


225. What is the average price of the cottages so far 
erected ?{—From £850 to £900 and £1,000. 


THURSDAY, 3 MAY, 1928. 


Present:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuammay). 
Winiiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin Henry Drummonp, [sa. 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esa. | 
The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons-road, 
Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


Kdward John Doran, traflic manager, Department of Tram- 
ways, further examined :—- 


226. Chairman.| I understand you have a report which 
is supplementary to the report you have already made on 
the use of motor omnibuses on the line of the proposed 
tramway '—Yes. It is as follows :— 


Proposep TRAMWAY ALONG LyoNns-ROAD, DRUMMOYNE, TO Five 
Dock. 

Since giving my evidence on 19th January last I have, at the 
direction of the Chairman, endeavoured to secure some reliable data 
with regard to the operating costs of 

(1) petrol motor buses, 
(2) one-man tramway cars, 


as compared with that of an electric tramway under existing con- 
ditions. As far as I have been able to ascertain, the figures are as 
follows :— 


Petrol motor bus, two-men operation, 27°19d. per mile. 
Petrol motor bus, one-man operation, 23:19d. per mile. 


(These figures allow for an increase of 10 per cent. in the wages 
of the drivers of the one-man bus, and assuming they be paid at the 
Tramway Drivers and Conductors’ award rates.) 


Existing electric tramway operation, 23°35d. per car mile. 

Proposed electric tramway one-man car operation, allowing for 
40 per cent. reduction in existing operating costs and a 10 
per cent. increase in the driver’s wages, 14 01d. per mile. 


The annual mileage over the proposed tramway along Lyons-road 
based upon a half-hourly service, would be 43,935 car miles, and, 
applying the mileage costs of the four modes of operation mentioned 


—assuming the service would yield an annual revenue of £3,300— 
it is estimated that the annual loss in each case would be :— 


Petrol motor bus, two-men operation... £1,677 per annum. 
Petrol motor bus, one-man operation... £945 per annum. 
Electric tram car, two-men operation... £2,564 per annum, 
Electric tram car, one-man operation.., £854 per annum, 


The following summary will clearly indicate the position == 


Electric Tram Car, Petrol Motor ’Bus, 
a4 queued att ou 
os Ssag Roms 2s 
It e3 eb 98 es S5 
em. 3 2, o Pog o 4 eo 
os eo eet os os 
gt aS S|] 8 an. 
aad gaSee] sag aR 
ca a wakes ages a -| 
£ £ £ £ 
Cost of construction ...... 28,897 28,897 Ble 
Interest at 53} per cent, .... 1,689 1,589 
Working expenses (43,935 d 
Car miles Wash eerie 275 2,565 4,977 4,245 
"otal. Poeceuteaeet 5,864 4,154 4,977 4,245 
Revenue «sees eure 3,300 8,300 3,300 3,300 
854 1,677 945 


Estimatéd loss.......... £, 2,664 


Those figures are exclusive of cost of new rolling stock or charges for road up- 
keep against the motor ’bus operation. 


That is the nearest I can get to anything reliable. 
the last mail I received, in answer to a letter I sent to 


California, figures with regard to Oakland where o. e-man 
cars were recently introduced. The usual pl:tform and 
other expenses were 45 per cent. below those of the two- 
men cars in operation, So those figures are pretty well 
on the line of the evidence I have already given. 


227. Assuming it was decided to depart from the present 
method of working the trams the one-man electric car 
would show the most favourable results on the proposed 
line ?—Yes, 

228. Would the same result follow in the case of the 
Dobroyd Point and the Freshwater trams if you adopted 
the one-man electric car{—Yes. I look at the proposal 
before the Committee as one that will end at Five Dock. 
It should go to Croydon, A one-man service there from 
the railway to Drummoyne would be a very great relief to 
the ordinary main line trams taking the passengers to the 
railway there as well. I realise that sooner or later there 
must be a tram on Lyons-road, and it would be a pity to 
terminate the line at Five Dock. There is a bus service 
now running from Five Dock to Croydon. It is about 
equi-distant from Five Dock to Croydon as from Five Dock 
to Drummoyne. At the present time the buses running 
from Drummoyne to Five Dock are four penny sections. 
It is rather an expensive trip. 

229. Would you be prepared to recommend a tramway 
from Drummoyne to Five Dock on condition that it should 
be worked with a one-man electric car?—It it were the 
policy of the Commissioners to run one-man cars this 
would be an ideal spot to try them out. I do not know of 
a better chance. There are no grades, and there is a 
fairly good long traffic, which would increase by the intro- 
duction of the one-man car. 

230. Would that mean the introduction of special rolling 
stock +~Yes, 


231. You have made no allowance for that new rolling 
stock in this statement of yours !—No. 


232. Would the provision of special rolling stock be a 
large item ?—The modern one-man car would be nearly as 
expensive as the two-men car. It has special features. It 
is fool-proof ; and we have to pay for the patent rights of 
the mechanism, and the equipment generally. I think the 
cost of a car would run into about £3,000. The cost has 
gone down a little, but it was up to £3,600. 

233, Could you use the one-man car on the ordinary 

lines !— Yes. ; 
234, There would be no difficulty in transferring them to 
another district ’—-No. If the Government adopted the 
policy, I should be prepared to recommend a one-man car 
from Circular Quay to Woolloomooloo ; and there are other 
places, such as from Ryde to Ryde Railway Station, from 
Botany to La Perouse, and on the Watson’s Bay end of 
the Watson’s Bay line. In Toronto, the trolly car com- 
panies were ina very bad way. They would not extend 
their lines, Their franchises were petering out. They were 
practically insolvent. So the municipality undertook to 
extend the lines from the termini of the various companies 
and open up cther districts. They introduced the one-man 
car to take the residue from the two-men car by the 
time it reached a particular spot, and I believe they made 
a good success of it. I have here an extract from a maga- 
zine of June, 1921 :— 


Many years ago the Toronto Railway Company was granted a 
franchise for the operation of electric street cars within the city 
limits, but the city expanded and developed its outlying regions. 
The Toronto Railway Company, however, found it advisable to 
restrict the operation of their lines to the original plan, and it 
became necessary for the municipality to lay tracks and operate 
what is known as the Toronto Civic Railway, in order that its 
suburbs might have adequate transportation facilities. It, there- 
fore, has been the practice for the privately owned company to 
carry its passenger load to the ends of its lines and and? unload for 
the civic line to pick up the passengers and carry them to their 
destinations beyond. Of course, the carrying capacity of the 
safety car is not to be compared with that of the larger car, but by 
placing m6re one-man cars in service than had been operated of the 
double deck type, the railway company was enabled, not only to 
take advantage of the saving in car and maintenance, but was also 
able to furnish more frequent service on theirlines. Of course, 
Birney safety cars are not adapted for trailer operation. Any 
attempt to operate them as such would only defeat the principle of 
the car—more cars, shorter intervals, and quicker service 
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235, How many of these special cars would be reauired 
for the section from Drummoyne to Five Dock ’—We 
should want two in case of emergency. One would db 
under ordinary circumstances. Once we put down a time- 
table we should have to maintain it, 

236, Would your remarks apply with equal force to the 
proposed tramway to Dobroyd Point ?- Yes. 

237. And to the proposed ¥reshwater tram !—Yes and 
no. In the slack parts of the year I think it would, but 
in the busy period we should haye to introduce the larger 
car ; that is, we should have to run under a dual arrange- 
ment. 

238. Afr. Burke.| On the one-man car there would be 
only one entrance !—Yes, and one exit. 

239. Would the exit be at the same place as the 
entrance t—The same doo:, with a partition dividing the 
egress from the ingress. 

240. When passengers are getting on to the tram the 
ariver, who is also the conductor, issues tickets 7— Yes. 

241, When passengers get off the tram does he check 
the tickets }—They pay as they enter the car, or they can 
pay as they leave. 

242. They cannot get inside the car without paying their 
fare _—No. 

243, And when they leave the car there is no need for 
checking 1—No. Of course these cars would aot be run on 
thickly-populated lines. 

244. There is not one of these cars in existence in New 
South Wales?—No. In America they have gone farther. 
They have, in many instances, a large car converted into a 
one-man car—as there is only one flat rate—in the slack 
parts of the day and in the busy parts of the day the 
conductor is back on his job. 

245. How many men would you want to work a 
section !—We should want three drivers. 

246, If it were an ordinary service, such as it is now, 
how many would you want’—We should want five. As 
the traffic progressed we should have to put on a second 
shift. Instead of having a half-hourly service we might 
require to have a fifteen minutes service, and the larger 
the service the more frequent the interval. 

247. You would have to start with a minimum of 
three !—Yes, 

248. Mr. Travers.| In your statement you speak of 
43,935 car miles. Are those car miles made up on a half- 
hourly service !—Yes. 

249. What is the carrying capacity of the trams that 
run to Drummoyne, and that you purpose to put upon the 
Drummoyne to Five Dock line?—We run 80-seat cars to 
Drummoyne. Sometimes we have two eighty-seat cars 
coupled, that is a unit of 160. On this line some of the 
cars are larger than others, but it would take about a 
thirty-four-seating capacity. 

250, What are the sizes of the cars ?—They seat eighty, 
seventy, fifty-five, and thirty-four. The thirty-four-seat cars 
are gradually petering out. 

251, What passenger accommodation would you recom- 
mend with the one-man car ?—I should say thirty-two seats. 

252, Are there any thirty-four-seat cars running to 
Drummoyne /—No. 

253. Can you say what in your opinion would be a suit- 
able car to run on the Drummoyne section, that is of the 
cars you have now!—We have only a few of the original 
cars which we run to the railway. The Brisbane type of 
car seats thirty-four. 

254. When you made up your estimate of revenue what 
car had you in mind!—We had not any special car in 
mind ; just the ordinary service car from the Depot, what- 
ever car was available. The smaller it was the better. We 
are altering the smaller cars to seventy seats ; the thirty- 
four-seat car is gradually being scrapped. 

255. Regarding the half-hourly service you propose to 
instal, is that service to continue all day, or would you run 
it more frequently in the morning and the afternoon ?— 
We would use the ordinary cars which to-day run half- 
hourly services. If a seventy-seat car was not large enough 
we would put on an 80-seat car, 
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256. Would a one-man car meet the requirements of that 
{raflic on an half-hourly service the whole day 1—Not the 
whole day. 

257. If you have to put on tio one-man cars to cope 
with the tratlic, where, under existing circumstances, one 
eighty-seat car would do, would not Pat somewhat Aine 
your figures in regard to the amount that would be saved 
on the one-man car 1—The figures I have got out are ona 
half-hourly basis. If a one-man car were not sufficient, or two 
cars were not sufficient at any period of the day—it might 
be for one trip only—we would put ona larger car. We 
have only brought out these figures as a comparison between 
a half-hourly one-man car service and a half-hourly large 
car service. 

258. If during the mornings and afternoons the eighty- 
passenger car were full, and you only purport putting ona 
car that would carry thir ty-four passenger's, would tiie com- 
parison be fair?—It is hard to explain the traffic arrange- 
ments. If one tram were not sufficient, the one-man car 
would probably be taken off that particular line and a 
larger car put on—perhaps only for one trip in the day— 
and the other car would not be required for that particular 
service, so it would be idle. If we terminated one trip at 
Lyons-road, and there were sufficient traffic to send the car 
down half way, we would send it down half way as a relief, 
but the small car would not be there at that period. We 
would have a car available at Lyons-road and send it down 
there. It would not be brought out specially for that 
particular trip. We frequently have suflicient standing 
time at the terminus to relieve other trams as the trafiic 
increases. 

259. For the purpose of making up your revenue, this is 
a local traffic 1—Yes, 

260. On that assumption you base your figures ?—Yes. 

261. Under ordinary circumstances, from a local traffic 
point of view, you could not run the service much more 
quickly than an hourly service with one tram?—No. Imay 
say the estimate provides for a loop to run two cars if 
necessary. 

262. If you have to put on two one-man cars to cope 
with the trafic that could be done by the present cars 
carrying seventy or eighty passengers, that must materially 
alter the figures you have placed before the Committee in 
point of view of the expenses ?!—It may alter them, but 
where a larger car would be sent out to do that particular 
class of work, there would be two drivers and two con- 
ductors for the work. 

263. In what way would these estimates be suitable as 
regards the Dobroyd Point line, seeing that you do not 
intend to treat that as a local service !—I am not going to 
treat it as a local service if I have it running through to the 
station. The car would operate on that line, and it would 
not be necessary to send the big cars down. My idea— 
and it is the idea of the Commissioners also—is to divert 
as much traftic as possible from the suburban trams to the 
suburban railways. Our idea is to get the cars across to 
the station. In the case of Drummoyne it would he Croydon, 

and in the case of Dobroyd Point it would be Ashfield. 

264. I am looking at these proposals just as they are 
before the Committee, and according to the evidence you 
submitted on a former occasion you ‘recommend these cars 
for local service only, but you do not want to bring them 
oyer lines which are already congested. I understand that 
portion of the Abbotsford line is congested. How do you 
propose to run one-man cars over congested lines ?—I 
propose to run them across the lines, 

265. That would mean additional construction ?— 
doubtedly. | 

266. Under present conditions you would not recommend 
the use of the one-man car on the Dobroyd Point line 1— 
| should be prepared to do so as an experiment. The 
Drummoyne line would be better. I should like to see an 
experiment of the one-man car, as T have seen such happy 
results from it. It has turned insolvent companies into 
solid business concerns. 

267. Under present conditions it would be impossible to 
treat the Dobroyd Point proposal as a local service ?—You 
could treat it as a local service, 
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268. It is three quarters of a mile to where it links up 
with the Abbotsford line?—Yes, but, whether it is a local 
section or not, passengers would have to pay another fare. 

269. All you would do would be to use the one-man car 
just on that short length of line ?—Yes, that is all. 

270. Mr. Mahony.] What is the cost of a one-man 
car 1—I think about £3,000. 

271. What is the average life of a car ?—It is only a 
new equipment, so I could not say. They are only in 
their infancy. Experiments have been made with the old 
cars by conyerting them into one-man cars, but the experi- 
ments have not been a success. 

272. You save the labour of two men by the use of the 
one-man car !/—Yes. 

273. Allowing they were getting 
would save £730 a year !— Yes. 

274. Would not the question whether it would be a 
paying proposition depend upon the life of the car. I 
understand that you have spare cars?—I wish we had. 
We have not sufficient rolling stock. The one-man car has 
proved a paying proposition everywhere else. 

275. Is there any danger in connection with the one-man 
car if anything happens to the man?—The car stops, 
ee car 1s fool proof. 

76. Does a single line such as the Lyons-road lend itself 
to the use of more “than one one-man car?—Yes. We pro- 
pose to have a loop in the centre where we can put on rnore 
cars. We can duplicate the service or even quadruplicate 
it. 

277. It has been suggested by one witness that this 
section might be part of a circular line. Would you be in 
favour of that ‘—No, I am not in favour of circular lines ; 
they have not been a success. 

278. Mr. Doe.| In your statement you say in connection 
with petrol motor buses that there is no charge for the 
pakeep of roads 1— Yes. 


2,9. In the event of petrol motor buses being run on a 
section such as this, I presume that there would have to be 
some contribution to the local council for the upkeep of 
the roads ?---I have no doubt there would be. 


280. In that case that would put the motor bus idea out 
of the picture from the financial point of view more than it 
is now !— Yes. ; 

281. You say that you regard the Five Dock to Drum- 
moyne proposition as part of the scheme that will ultimately 
run to Croydon station. Would that service from Drum- 
moyne to Croydon be worked more economically than the~ 
shorter service from Five Dock to Drummoyne because of 
the fact that you would have double the length of line /— 
I do not know the country on the Croydon side too well, 
but the places are eqi-distant. I take it that you would 
get about the same revenue on the one side as on the other, 
or perhaps a little more on the Drummoyne side. If we 
went across to Croydon station we would have to duplicate 
our expenses. 

282. Would the patent rights you have referred to in 
the case of the one-man cars be very heavy!—I do not 
know what the patent rights would be. 


283. Mr. Drummond. ] Upon what basis do you arrive 
at the figure of 27:19d. per mile. Is it on the basis of the 
private vehicle as it is run at the present time or on the 
basis of what it would cost the Railway Commissioners 
under the conditions on which their employees are em- 
ployed ?—The cost has been worked out generally on 
some figures given in connection with another case by Mr. 
Brain, the Chief Electrical Engineer, and we also got the 
cost from one of the leading firms in Sydney. The Com- 
missioner’s figures are slightly i in excess of what the com- 
pany said. The company’s figures were rather low in the 
matter cf maintenance charges. I have here some figures 
1 took out of a journal giving the cost of petrol buses as 
compared with electric trams in England. The working 
expenses of petrol buses are 27d., 26d., 19d., 13d., 18d., 
21d., 22d., 16d., 23d., aud 22d., and in the case of the 
electric trams they are 19d., 14d., 20d., 23d., and so on. 
So the figures work out about the same as here. In one 
case the figures are 19:95d. for electric trams and 23-0734. 
for the petrol buses, . 


a pound a day, you. 
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284. Those figures would be governed by the fact that 
petrol is cheaper in England than Australia ?— Yes. ; 

285. There is the question whether the Commissioners 
haye based their estin ate of cost upon the conditions on 
which they would have to operate the ompibuses. That is 
to say it would be almost capagarhle from a business point 
of view to give differential treatment to one set of 
employees running the buses and another set running the 
trams (—They y ould have to be working under the same 
conditions. 

286. Tn your former eyidence giyen before the Com- 
mittee in connection with the one-man ¢"octric cars you 
said that the motormen were in many ins ta 1233 relieved of 
the bulk of the fare-collection and the giving of change, 
owing to the large number of free transfers | handed up, 
and a system of providing an assistant conductor at the 
heavy loading centre who collected the fares of passengers 
entering the cars. Are those free transfer tickets issued to 
people who desire to use the tickets at any time they 
wish 2—No, If you want a transfer from one tramline to 
another you must be going in the same direction, } you can 
nob go backw rds, When you pay your fare, you drop it 
ielal a slot ~~ ask the conductor for a team aide. He gives 
es along slip. You get off at the street where you want 

to get off ‘and transfer to another car of the same company. 

Tf you were going from the Town Hall and wanted to go to 
W illiam- street, they would charge you the same fare oo 
the Tow n ‘Hall to Ww illiam str eet as from the Town Halil to 
Circular Quay. You must use the transfer within a certain 
period. 

287. That system facilitates the business and the con- 
duct of the tram traffic /—Yes and no. 

288. It facilitates the handling of the passengers !— Yes, 
but there would be a serious inroad into the revenue. The 
system would not improve matters very much in that 
respect 

289. Have the Commissioners considered the issue of 
tickets equivalent to workmen’s tickets on the railways 
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which are available for certain hours of the- day !—On 
many oceasions we have considered the question of work- 
men’s tickets generally, and the Commissioners have come 
to the conclusion that they ean only allow worlmen’s 
tickets up to half-past seven in the morning for arriving in 
Sydney. In some parts of the world the issue of season 
tickets has giyen great trouble, The authorities have gone 


-so far as to demand the photograph of the passenger on 


the ticket. 
290. [nu your former evidence you also said :— 
Seventy-eight comprnies said that their experience led them to — 
favour the extension of the one-man car operation. One company 


replied in the negative on account of steep grades, and the others 
needed no extension of service. 


That would seem to be in favour of the adoption of the one- 
man car L—Yes. 

201. Why the quilification “steep grades”; are these 
cars less able to negotiate steep grades fhan the big cars? 
—I could not tell you. That passage was merely taken 
from a summary which did not give any reasons. 

292, Mr. Burke.) If the driver of a one-man car were 

taken suddenly ill, what would happen, or suppose he fell 
down dead {He would release the controller’ at once, and 
the tram would stop, because the current would be cut off. 

293. By what process I—As the result of taking his hand 
off the bee testis The car is so constructed that a pas- 
senger cannot get out until the car stops because the door 
is locked, ‘and you cannot start the car until all the 
passengers are in and the door locked. 

294. Mr. Travers.| Your estimate of a reyenue of £3,300 
from a two-men operating car and a one-man operating car 
is based on the assumption that the one-man car would 
carry the same number of passengers as the two-men car? 
-—That is so, except that, when it was necessary to employ 
a larger car, a larger car would be extended to that service. 
We assume the same number of people and the same 
mileage. 


TUESDAY, 7 AUGUST, 1923. 


Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (CHAIRMAN). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
FRANCIS Miciagn Burks, Esq. 


WILLIAM CaMEron, Ecq. 
BRIAN JAMES ‘Dog, Esq. 
Dayip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons-road, 
Drummoyne to Five Dock. 


Andrew Lyell Seott, representing the Railless traction 
system, Challis House, Martin-place, sworn, and ex- 
amined :— 


295. Chairman.] Have you prepared a statement with 


respect to the tramway now under consideration i—] pre- 

pared a short statement. 7 haye nh over the route per- 
sonally, and think the road is well syited for Railless 
almost as it stands. I do not know whether It is necessary 
to recapitulate the evidence which | gave ‘before a previous 
Public Works Committee with regard to Railless. I notice 
that My. Doran gave to the ‘Committee a general stete- 
ment with regard to various forms of transport including 


Railless. The Railless system | represent is the British 
system. Jt has been successful in a number of places in 
England. The latest ins stallation has been in Birm: ing- 


ham, where twelve double- deck ’buses were installed. T hat 
instalation has proved very satisfactory. It would not 
be necessary to spend very much upon the construction ‘of 
the road. That has been a stumbling block to the Depart- 
ment when considering Railless in the past. We could 
practically put Loan ey buses on to the Lyons- road without 
any further formation. The Lyons- road to Vive Dock 
tramway is 1 mile 57 chains in length. Assuming. that 
the present road from Drummoyne to Five Dock remained 


in good order, the estimated cost of installing Railless with 
electric trolley buses would be £9, 100, made up as fol- 
lows: — 


£ 
Chief Hlectrical Engineer's estimate for over- ; 
Se PES ae a ili ah ea. Cab 2,000 
Additional overbead for “ Railless’’ to take 
retur no curecey: Allow 2 negative wires 
einer to 2 tons copper per mile, and 
100 insulators. ” Approximate Cost eee 1,000 
Power and feeders ni ae Aa ce att i as ek 2 eae 5,900 
Purting leeps and Sitipgs oo. 620.60 saglik 200 
£9,100 


No allowance is made for the cost of cars and sheds, which 
would he t the same practically as in the case of the Railway 
Department. 

Approximate cost of Railless, two motor one-man trolley 
‘bus, with all fittings, British built, delivered in 
Sydney, and gene twenty- five to thirty-six pas- 
Bengers, £2, 


I discussed this matter when before the previous Public 
Works Committee. I think these buses could ultimately 
be built i in Australia, but in the event of it being decided 
to make such installation, it would be advisable to import 
complete all the up-to-date fittings for the first few ’buses 
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brought into operation. I have made an estimate of the 
profit and loss with Railless,as compared with the electric 
tram car, and the petrol ’bus, on the lines of the statement 
submitted by Mr. Doran. It is as follows :—- 


Estimate of Profit anl Loss ‘* Railless.” 


[lectric Tram 


Car. Petrol Bus. | ‘* Railless.” 
Item. . = 
| eee | 1 man. | 2 men. | 1 man, | 2 men. | 1 man. 
£ Ba | aan £ £ oy 
Cost of construction. .|28,897 |28,897 ne 9,100 | 9,100 
Interestat54percent.| 1,589 | 1,589 |... ane 500 500 


Working expenses 


(43,935 car miles)! 4,275 | 2,565 | 4,977 | 4,245 | 4,275 | 2,565 
Total cher eee 5,864 | 4,154 | 4,977 | 4,245 | 4,775 | 3,065 
Revenue ......... 3,300 | 3,300 | 3,300 | 3,300 | 3,300 | 3,300 
2,564 854 | 1,677 945 | 1,475 235 

(loss). | (loss). | (loss). (profit). 


(loss). | (loss). 


In the above estimate ‘‘ Railless’”’ working costs are taken 

at the same rate as the Departmental estimate for trams. 
In this estimate I have taken the Railless working costs 
at the same rate per mile as the tramway working costs. 
We found in practice in Great Britain that the tramway 
costs if anything were slightly above the Railless car 
mileage cost. I base that estimate on the Tramway De- 
partment estimate of costs of running tram cars. There 
is no allowance made in this estimate for payments to the 
council for the upkeep of the roads. I would suggest that 
whatever the amount is that is allowed by the Tramway 
Department for maintenance of permanent-way be granted 
to the municipal council concerned for the purpose of 
keeping up the road surface. It is absolutely imperative 
that substantial roads be built that will take not only the 
*bus trafic, but the heavy petrol lorry which laden may 
weigh up to 10 or 11 tons. If the Tramway Department 
contributes a certain portion of the upkeep, I think there 
will be no difficulty in maintaining a sufficiently good 
surface for any Railless vehicles. The surface at present 
on Lyons-road is sufficiently good to run Railless vehicles 
on. I do not know the exact allowance made by the Tram- 
way Department for permanent-way maintenance. I as- 
sume it would be a liberal amount per vehicle, and I 
would suggest if the Committee felt favourably disposed 
towards Railless, that an arrangement be made with the 
council for an allowance of, say, £50, or even more, per 
vehicle for the upkeep of the road. If two vehicles are 
required, as allowed for in the Tramway Department esti- 
mate, that would amount to £100 per year, which would 
keep a man half his time constantly employed on the sur- 
face of the road. If the installation were made, and later 
on it was found that the one-man Railless car was not suffi- 
cient to cope with the traftic between Drummoyne and 
Five Dock, or the through traffic later on, it would be a 
very simple matter to remove the additional wire and 
construct a tramway. A means would be afforded for 
trying out the roads. The latest type of railless vehicle is 
really first-class. The springing is excellent and the riding 
is very comfortable. Some comments were made pre- 
viously with regard to the comfort of the vehicle. I 
have comments of one of our engineers in the old country 
with regard to it: 

A comparison is made here between the riding of Railless 
and tram-cars. We should like to mention that our latest type 
of car with improved springing and rubber shock absorbers 
has given most satisfactory results. Cars so fitted ride with 
entire absence of jolts, and shocks experienced in the tram- 
car, and give definitely more comfortable riding than any 
other form of passenger vehicle. 

The latest type of vehicle appears to be most luxuriously 
fitted. The cost of these cars is less than the cost of a 
one-man tram car. So that so far as the capital outlay is 
concerned, we have something to the good. IT am not quite 
clear as to the cost of the one-man car or the two-men 
tramway ear. No mention was made as to housing these 


cazs or the tram cars. The usual practice by the Depart- 
ment, I think is to omit that, and simply assume that the 
ears will be housed in the nearest shed. I have not made 
any special provision for sheds. I presume the ears will 
be housed in the nearest shed, which I think is Rozelle. 
To get to Rozelle, the cars would have to travel over the 


- ordinary tramway track. It would be perfectly feasible to 


do that by using the steering arrangement which is let 
down and makes contact with the rail. Mr. Brain thought 
that might not be a perfectly safe means of travelling. IL 
invited comment from our engineers in England on the 
point taken by Mr. Brain. Our engineer’s comment is to 
this effect: 

Yhe patent steerer and rail contact has operated quite 
satisfactorily wherever the rail is in good condition. We do 
not think any serious accident could occur through its adop- 
tion. Even in the case of a piece of stone getting in the rail 
groove, the most that would happen would be a flash, and the 
steerer could be replaced in the groove. Or, the steerer could 
be dispensed with and a trailer skate used, the vehicle being 
steered by the driver; but we would not recommend this for 
passenger vehicles, althcugh it has operated quite satisfac- 
torily as a means for conveying cars to their destination oyer 
an existing tramway track. 

I do not suggest that it be made the practice to use this 
patent steerer when carrying passengers. If a through 
route were required where the Railless had to run over a 
tramway track, I think it would be a comparatively small 
expense to put an additional wire along that track over 
the distance that the Railless would be running upon the 
tramway track. The additional material required would 
be only 2 tons of copper per mile, plus 100 insulators, and 
the expense would be comparatively small per mile. With 
regard to depreciation, the Railless ’bus in practice has 
lasted the same number of years as tramway vehicles. 
There are ‘buses which have been on the road since 1911, 
still running and earning their living. With the petrol 
’*bus, quite the opposite is the ease. I doubt very much 
whether any petrol ‘bus has a longer life than five years. IL 
went to Newcastle recently in order to ascertain if it was 
a suitable district for the Railless, but found they had 
decided to go on with the electrification. The competition 
there is principally with the “buses. Those ’buses are 
owned by the drivers who work apparently all hours, and 
the fares are collected very frequently by a small boy or 
a small girl. Those ’buses are very inferior, most uncom- 
fortable to ride in, and I should assume their depreciation 
to be 28 to 30 per cent. per annum. I do not think they 
would last more than about three years. The cost of those 
*buses, if fitted up on an adequate scale, would be very 
little less than the cost of the Railless vehicle. Dealing 
with the changing of passengers from one type of car to 
another, if you were installing the one-man type of car— 
whether a tram ear or Railless *bus, a change would have 
to be made. Having overcome the difficulty about chang- 


‘ing, I think it would be wisest to put the Railless ’bus on 


to the Lyons-road route rather than the tram car, because 
there is already a ’bus there. If a change has to be made, 
passengers might just as well change into the “bus as into 
the car, so that you must have something that will defi- 
nitely compete with the petrol ’bus. I doubt very much 
whether a one-man car on that line would compete with 
the ’bus, because there is a great deal of traffic, I should 
say, picked up at all termini, not necessarily through 
traffic, and that traffic would just as soon take the bus as 
the tramway car. It seems to me that having got over the 
difficulty of changing, it might be just as well, since my 
figures show that the Railless is the more competitive, to 
change straight away to the Railless. I see no difficulty in 
running Railless on that road. In making this comparison 
between the Department’s estimate of expenditure and 
revenue, with my estimate of revenue and expenditure, the 
only extra cost of the Railless over the petrol ’bus is equi- 
valent to £590 per annum, but the saving in running cost is 
£702 for a two-men operated car, and £1,680 for a one-man 
car. So that shows an advantage in favour of the Rail- 
less of from £200 to £1,100 per annum, according to 


whether it is a two-man control or a one-man control. I 
personally cousider the time has arrived when for out- 
lying districts, it is absolutely imperative to have one-man 
control, because practically no installation for ’bus or 
tram or Railless can make profits on the light traflic when 
a tramway is first constructed. The one-man control car 
has been perfectly satisfactory so far as my experience 
goes. There is a one-man ear installation running in the 
City of York in England which has proved very remunera- 
tive. It is rather a narrow vehicle, seating only twenty- 
eight passengers. It has to be narrow because the streets 
are very narrow and tortuous. A vehicle could not get 
round the corner if made wider. But even with those 
ears the municipality is perfectly satisfied with the system. 
Out of this saving in expenses over the petrol *bus, presum- 
ing that the Department adopted the Railless system, in 
addition to the percentage that they already allow for the 
maintenance of the permanent-way, which could be handed 
over to the municipal council for the purpose of main- 
taining the road, there is still an ample saving shown 
from the Railless installation, which would permit a sub- 
stantial allowance per vehicle to the council for maintain- 
ing the road. The petrol ’*bus, under any circumstances, 
only contributes a very small fee to the council, and not 
directly to the council concerned for the maintenance of 
the road in its own district. I think that there should not 
he any difficulty in making a satisfactory arrangement 
with the council. One stumbling block in discussing this 
matter with the Tramway Department was as to whether 
any council would be prepared to permit the Railway 
Department to run their vehicles over the road without 
receiving a substantial contribution from that Department 
for the upkeep of the surface. ,I think that the council 
would probably be justified in asking for a certain sum. I 
would suggest in this particular case if Railless were 
thought of favourably, that a definite proposal be sub- 
mitted to the council controlling that road, of a lump 
sum of £50 per vehicle, which would be ample for the 
maintenance of the road surface. I suggest that two 
vehicles be purchased with the necessary equipment. If 
it was found later on that the traffic warranted it it 
would be a simple matter to have additional vehicles, 
without altering in any way the overhead wiring. If the 
section from Lyons-road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock justi- 
fied itself it could very easily be extended from Five 
Doek to Croydon, and the same arrangement might be 
made with the local council for the maintenance of the 
road. The road from Five Dock to Croydon is fair, but 
would probably want improving. It is not quite as good as 
the road from Drummoyne to Five Dock, but with a com- 
paratively small expenditure could, I think, be put in 
order, and where the Railless would run along the Five 
Dock tram route, which would only be for a short distance, 
I would not suggest using the patent steerer there, but 
simply putting a second wire over that short distance, the 
cost of which would be very small. The same proper- 
tionate results in the journey from Five Dock to Croydon 
would be shown as from Drummoyne to Five Dock. As 
motor *buses are running right through it seems to me 
that if you are going to compete with the motor ‘buses 
that the same facilities must be offered to the public as 
those ’buses afford them. The ’buses would take you right 
through. If you wish to be taken through without a 
change, the Railless at comparatively small expense would 
give a through journey from Lyons-road, Drummoyne, to 
Croydon. If it were considered advisable later on to 
extend the route, the total cost would be probably double 
the present estimate. With regard to Railless generally, 
the Tramway Board in Melbourne has asked the Attorney- 
General to extend its powers to permit of the use of the 
Railless system. It has power to run motor omnibuses and 
tramway cars, but has not power to run Railless omnibuses, 
and has consequently appealed to the Attorney-General for 
the requisite authority. It was arranged by Sir Arthur 
Robinson that proposals of the Board be embodied in 
legislation during the present session. So far the bill has 
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not been passed. It indicates that the Tramway Board 
in Melbourne is desirous of trying out this system. There 
was criticism by Mr. Brain that the Railless system re- 
quired more overhead copper wire than the tramway. ‘That 
was not contested by me in any way, because it is obvious 
that the return current has to be sent back to the power 
house overhead instead of through the rail, Mr. Brain 
considered that it would take at least four times the 
quantity, and I had our engineer comment upon this 
statement. It is to this effect: 


Theoretically this is true that the proportion of copper 
would be as one to four as against the Railless system. But 
Mr. Brain qualifies his statement by saying “if it is neces- 
sary to obtain the same energy loss in the overhead wires.” 
It is known that 2/0 standard wire gauge trolley wire is 
the smallest size consistent with due regard to mechanical 
consideration, and in short lines the area of this size is 
enough to hold the drop down within workable limits for 
Railless, which has no limit to drop on return such as exists 
in tramways. 


That is under the Board of Trade regulations governing 
tramways in Great Britain. 


It therefore becomes a question of expediency which can 
only be judged from the precise circumstances in which such 
questions arise. These have largely to do with the length 
of the line. For short lines the additional copper required 
would certainly not reach four times that of a tramway 
system. At the same time it must be admitted in the case of 
a long line Mr. Brain’s contention should carry weight. In 
such cases, however, the probability is that high tension 
transmission with converters would be used for either system, 
and the 4 to 1 ratio is then very improbable because nega- 
tive feeders to rail return become necessary for the tramway 
and not for Railless. 

The maximum amount of copper on a Railless line will be 
found to exist in a length of line not long enough for high 
tension transmission and rotary converters, but just long 
enough to need boosting to limit the drop required for satis- 
factory motor operation. 


In my estimate I have allowed a hberal margin for extra 
copper wire required, and [ think it would probably be 
well within the estimate I have made of £1,000 for the 
extra wire. With regard to the liability to accidents, I 
had our engineer comment upon that matter. He says: 

Railless cars are not more liable to accident than the tram- 
car; in fact experience has shown the contrary. Railless 
cars come out of minor emergencies with much more ease 
than tram-cars, and escape entirely the major difficulties 
which are usually met with in the tram-car, such as bad 
derailment, breaking of axles, and serious motor troubles. 
The latest type of Railless has any type of body required 
by the Government, municipal authority, or company run- 
ning the system. They have designed an ordinary body 
for the one-man type, and also a double-decker of the two- 
men type, or a single body of the two-men type. Any 
additional safety provision considered necessary in the 
construction of the Railless would only involve a small 
additional expense. Our engineer also considered that 
electrical braking was quite unnecessary. The pedal brake 
on the back wheels of the vehicle is very powerful. It is 
operated either by pedal or by hand, or both. That is the 
principal brake, and will bring the vehicle to a full stop. 
There is an additional emergency brake on the motor 
shaft, which is used as an emergency brake. He further 
states: 

The Railless car turns completely within a circle of 36 feet 
in diameter in one lock, so that the car can be easily turned 
within the limit of a 40-foot road, no special area being 
required for this operation. Tramway car-drivers can, with 
very little practice, drive a Railless car. There is no diffi- 
culty in manipulation of the steering and controller, or 
steering and braking simultaneously. Foot controllers and 
automatic acceleration devices are now coming on the mar- 
ket, and the wishes of intending purchasers can be met to 
the fullest extent. ; 

Have you any comment to make on the following state- 
ment conveyed in a letter by the Secretary for Railways 
in connection with the proposed Ashfield-Strathfield pro- 
posal ? 

In connection with the Ashfield-Strathfield proposal, esti- 


mates were prepared of the cost of construction of the road- 
way along the route, and the provision of feeders, high 
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tension cables, substations, overhead lines, rolling- -stock, 
special tools, &¢c., also of the operating expenses including 
interest on capits ul cost, maintenance of roadways, overhead 
line and rolling-stock, and power supply, and it was ascer- 
tained that whilst the working expenditure in the case of 
the trackless trolley system would amount to £12,560 per 
annum, the cost of providing service over the sae extension 
by means of electric tramway, including interest on cost of 
construction and workilg expenges, would amount to only 
£5,430 per annum. 

I have not seen the details of the figures declared by the 
Department for the tramway construction cost, and the 
Railless cost. I know that included in the Railless cost 
is the complete cost of construction and formation of the 
new road. I cannot say it is a fair thing to saddle on to 
Railless the whdlé cost of coustruction of a new road. 
On that particular route. a new road was necessary. I 
would not récommend Railless where there was not a good 
road. Railless will rtin where any petrol bus will run, but 
IT would not suggest putting a first-class vehicle on an in- 
ferior road. The vehicle would be racked to pieces in no 
time. I understand from the Department that in the 
Ashfield-Strathfield route thé construction costs of the 
complete formation 6r making of thé toad would have to 
be considered. That is the reason in that instance why 
Railless conipares 60 unfavourably with the tramway. 


296. Further down in Mr. Doran’s report it is stated 
that the authorities operating this form of traction il 
Leeds and Bradford, England, were unanimously of the 
opinion that a first-class tar macadam road was essential 
for its operation. Do you people agree with that state- 
ment ?—I think that may be taken as correct. I would not 
suggest that anything but a good road should be run over 
by Railless. 

297. Would you say that Lyons-road is equal to a first- 
class macadam road¢’—Yes. It is not a concrete road. An 
ideal road for motor traffic should have a conerete.base. It 
is the only road that can stand up to permanently heavy 
trafic. Within recent months I have been on the Parra- 
matta-road in my. motor-car. That road is getting into 
bad condition. The tremendous amount of heavy motor 
traffic there is making the road into waves. I do not think 
that on Lyons-road there will be the samme amount of heavy 
traffic as on the Parramatta-road. I do not think the ’buses 
will affect that road in the same way as does the heavy 
traffic on the Parramatta-road. I do not think a hard-and- 
fast rule can be laid down as to what formation a road 
should have. A through main road, such as the Parra- 
nratta-road, ahiobta be made, say, with 6 inches of concréte 
end 2 inches of mineral Aphalt surface dressing. On 
minor roads that formation would be too expensive. 

298. In establishing a comparison of the cost of upkeep 
between a Railless and electric tramway, have you. con- 
sidered the fact that the Railless system would probably 
use the whole of the road, whereas a single track electric 
tramway would only use a portion ‘of 1t¢—L. think the fact 
that the Railless would run over the whole of the road 
would rather save the wear and tear on the road surface, 
because it would not run over the same ruts. I have 
noticed 6n the tram route about Five Dock that a number 
of heavy motor vehicles have evidently been running close 
to the rails, and have worn a track which makes riding 
most uncomfortable. If, the traffic were spread over the 
whole surface of the road, as is the case with Railless, by 
reason of its flexibility, I dé not think there would be a 
great amount of surface wear—that is, With one or two 
vehicles running. 

299. In your estimate of capital cost, did you include 
anything for -your-patent rights?’—That is all included in 
the price of the vehicle. 

300. Assudiing, in accérdance with the eugevestion you 
made, after a trial had been made of tivo Or four of the 
Railless cars, the Government decided to build the cars 
here, apart altogether from the question of the cost of 
lakour here and in England, would the question of patent 
rights bulk largely?—TI have nét discussed that matter 


with my principals, but I think they would be satisfied 
with a modest royalty. 


301. Would there be any other expenses in addition to 
those you have indicated to enable you to hodk in with the 
or dinary installation on the Drurimoyne-Abbotsford line? 
—Nothing whatever. I have made ample allowance for 
the extra wiring. I have incorporated the electrical en- 
gineer’s estimate for power and feeders. No additional 
plant should be required. It takes slightly less curretit to 
run the Railless vehicle than to run the tramway cars. It 

takes approximately one unit of electrical current per car 
mie 5 

302. Mr. Burke.| Is the ordinary trolley pole used on 
your cars?—A double trolley pole, which has a patent cam 
control. It has been found in practice that it is almost 
impossible to dewire the poles. There is a swivel head on 
the pole. The Railless yehicle in practice has been able 
to maneuyre over the whole surface of the road without 
cole 

3. rom what distance from the wire can it manceuvre ? 
_ Ove a 40-foot road; that means practically 20 feet on 
either side of the centre of the road. . If the wires are put 
on one side of the road, then it would be 40 féet from the 
centre of the wires. 

304.. There would be a very, lengthy trolley pole Up 
to 20 feet. 

305. Is the controller the ordinary electric one, a series 
parallel ?—Yes. 

306. Is the car which you have been explaining a safety 
car ’—It is a safety, but it has not the spécial safety de- 
vices that are required in the one-man safety tram-car. 
In the one-man safety tram-car there is a means by which 
the doors are locked, and if anything happens to the motor- 
driver, the brakes are put on and the doors are automati- 
cally opened. That is not necessary in the one-man Rail- 
less trolley bus, because you do not get the same trouble 
with greasy or wet rails that you get with a tramway car. 
It is Just as easily controlled es any petrol’bus. We can, 
if required, put in special safety appliances on the lines 
of the Birnie safety car. I do not think they are necessary 
in an electric trolley ‘bus; but they are necessary in ‘a o2e- 
man tramway car. 

807. Those cars would take the ordinary risks that the 
present electric cars take. If a man were taken suddenly 
ill at the controller, what would happen ?—We can put in 
the dead-man control if required. It can be 4 pedal on 
which the man has to keep his foot—on the lines of the 
ordinary motor-car clutch, so that if he dies at his post the 
current is automatically interrupted, and the car comes to 
a standstill. 

308. In York, where those cars are being uséd, are the 
fares on a flat rate?—I understand so with a “ pay-as-you- 
enter ” device. 

309. On the proposed line, you take it there would be a 
flat rate ¢—Yes. I cannot,sée any great objection to mak- 
ing a section rate provided the route were long enough. 

310. That is with two men operating the car. Would it 
not be difficult to check the tickets?—By having tickets of 
different colours for the. different sections I think there 
would be no difficulty. A ear would be used of the style 
of the Birnie one-man car, where the passenger, as far 
as I remember, enters at a aoe alongside the driver, pas- 
sengers pass along in a queue, and are divided from the 
exit by a handrail. 

311. Supposing there were twenty passengers on a ear, 
and it was divided into sections, how would it be possible 
to check the passengers to see they did not override the 
section if it were worked by one man?—They would have 
to be checked as they came out. 

312. The system eould be better worked under the flat 
The flat rate system is better, but the other 
sebtgih is possible, In the technical journals I noticed a 
number of cases where systems have been introduced in 
tramways running a one-man safety car, where checking 
over a number of sections was carried out by the driver. 
If there was much traffic I think it would be possible at 
the stopping places, at the change of sections, or the 
commencement of the journey, to have an assistant to 
help the driver to check. 


313. Have experiments been carried out to see if each 
ear could have its own independent electric motor ’—Yes, 
extensively, with the result that every one of the ears 
containing its own storage battery is now out of use. It 
was found impracticable. The weight of the car with the 
storage battery was too great and too expensive to run. 

314. Is there any difficulty in operating a Railless in a 
street where there is plenty of room?—It is more con- 
venient to handle a Railless in a crowded street than it ig 
to handle a tramway, because if there is a block in the 
traffic the Railless can get round it. It is so flexible that 
even a high loaded vehicle can be passed. 

315. Are the cars fitted with emergency brakes ’—T hey 
have a brake which is on the drums of the back wheels 
and an emergency brake on.the motor shafts. 

316. Are they air brakes?—No; they are just the ordin- 
ary brakes, which in practice have been found quite suffi- 
cient. 

317. What would the weight of the cars be’—A car 
with a seating capacity of fifty-one passengers and stand- 
ing room for a further twenty-eight would weigh 6 tons 
16 ewt. ready for the road. 

318. What is the width of the tyres?—I think about 5 
inches. The tyres are of solid rubber. 

319. Do you think hand-brakes quite sufficient to hold 
the car of the weight given’—The brakes have been thor- 
oughly tested in the old country, and the report of the 
engineer which I read to the Committee can pe relied 
upon. 

320. Mr. Travers.] Where was the comparison established 
regarding the life of the Railless and the electric car ?— 
I think that question came before a previous Publie Works 
Committee. I think I stated the only experience we had to 
go upon was that the vehicles originally constructed in 1910- 
11 were at that time still running. I have information 
that those vehicles are still on the road earning their 
living. 

321. Assuming it were necessary to run two Railless 
cars on the Lyons-road, how many cars would you want 
in reserve?—On that road I would suggest running only 
one at the commencement, with one as an emergency car. 
That would be two cars. One, I think, would give a half- 
hourly service. If it was intended to keep two cars con- 
stantly running it would be necessary to have a third car 
as an emergency car. You cannot do as is done with the 
ordinary petrol ’bus, which, if it cannot run, the traffic is 
stopped altogether. You must maintain a regular service. 
There must, therefore, be an emergency ear. It would 
probably be necessary to pay the men running these cars 
a slightly higher rate. 

322. Is the Railless a double-ended car?—No. It is 
driven at one end. It turns. I have made provision for 
the cost of turning loops. 

323. The following comments appear in Mr. Doran’s 
evidence: 

Among the local conditions, one essential to satisfactory 
financial results in a Railless trolley system is approximate 
equality of traffic from day to day, and in this connection it 
might be pointed out that on a route like Longueville to Fig 
Tree, whilst the limited amount of traffic on ordinary days 
could be handled by one or two vehicles, provision would 
require to be made for a very considerable tourist traffic at 
week-ends and on holidays, when probably from six to eight 
vehicles would be required. : 

This means that a considerable amount of capital would 
be lying idle five or six days out of seven, in addition to 
which housing accommodation would be necessary for a 
humber of vehicles in excess of normal requirements. This 
would require to be provided adjacent to the route and at a 
site remote from local tramway headquarters, and would, 
therefore, call for separate supervision. 

Would you care to express an opinion with regard to that 
statement ?—] think that would apply no matter what the 
service was, whether petrol ’bus, Railless trolley ’bus, or 
electric tramear. If there is uneven traffic during the 
week and heavy traffic at the week-ends provision must be 
made for it, whatever class of vehicle is employed. Pro- 
vision would have to be made for the storage of the 
vehicles, and the loss of interest on the cost of the vehicles 
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on all three installations. But with regard to the par- 
ticular route referred to, the Longueville to Fig Tree, 
that was a special case, where it was thought they would 
get at week-ends a very much heavier traffic than during 
the week. I rather agree with that. In addition to that 


fact, the Tramway Department wanted a tramway as a 


means of getting their trams from one side to the other. 

324. So that the Longueville-Fig Tree line would not 
lend itself to Railless as well as the Lyons Bay road; it 
would be more week-end traftice?—I think it probably 
would. 

325, The statement goes on: 

The trackless trolley system is used to a very limited 

extent in comparison with the petrol-driven motor ’bus, and 
it would appear from that fact alone that in localities where 
the electric system would not be a paying proposition it 
would be preferable to provide motor ’bus services, as the 
capital expenditure incurred in that connection would be s0 
much less than that necessary for the installation of the 
Railless electric ’buses. a? 
—I have shown on this installation we are making a very 
substantial saving by the installation of Railless, and that 
is beginning to bear fruit on the other side of the world. 
We have made a number of installations. It has developed 
in Great Britain, where it made greater strides than any- 
where else; but its development was held back by the war. 
I wrote to my principals with regard to Mr. Brain’s com- 
ments some time ago, and this statement was made in 
respect thereto: 

Comment is made upon the absence of development during 

the period of twenty years since Railless electric traction 
was first essayed. We understand this reference is made 
particularly with regard to America, If the comparison is 
made respecting England, this period must be cut in half, 
and during seven out of ten years of the operation of Railless 
in this country development was dislocated owing to the 
war. That America has not adopted Railless earlier is per- 
haps accounted for by the fact of the tramway restrictions 
created under the practice ruling for the last two decades, 
namely, the increase in weight and speed and the strengthen- 
ing of the road beds. The great changes in common values 
in the last few years and the depreciated condition of Ameri- 
can tram roads is probably responsible for the interest now 
being taken in Railless in that country, and it is probably 
felt, as it is already in this country, that Railless is the 
only means by which existing services can be maintained in 
their full efficiency on a profit-making basis. 
I might add that the Birmingham Municipal Council some 
months since had to go into the question of renewing the 
existing tramway track. They went into the question 
exhaustively, and decided to abolish the tramway track, 
and instead installed twelve double-deck Railless omni- 
buses. I have no record yet of the actual financial results, 
because the system has not been running long enough to 
enable us to say. The original estimates provided that 
they were going to save £50,000 in the capital cost of that 
single installation, and instead of having an annual logs 
of £3,000 per year they hope to make an annual profit of 
£3,000. 

326. Would that double-deck ’bus necessitate the wire 
being higher from the ground than with the ordinary 
single deck ?—The height above the ground of the double- 
deck Railless ’bus is 15 ft. 2 in., and of the single-deck 
9 ft. 74 in. 

327. How does the height of the wire compare with that 
of the ordinary electric car?—I think the present wires 
are 20 feet, but I am not sure of that. 

328. Those cars then could not be run ?—yYes, 
be possible to run them on both. 

329. How does the speed of the railless compare with 
that of the electric car?—The railless car is enabled to 
maintain a higher average speed than the ordinary tram 
car, and though it is possible here where the tram cars are 
not running along main streets or run through parks as in 
Botany, to attain a speed up to 30 miles an hour, that 
would be absolutely impossible upon an ordinary road. 
Railless is not designed to travel at those high speeds. It 
would be very undesirable to run at that speed on an 
ordinary road, though the cars could be designed to do so 
if required. 


It would 
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330. Ave tlie cars iti Erigland running on main roads ?— 
They are runting on some of the principal streets of the 
tity. 

891, The car you recommend for Lyons-road would be a 
Singlée-deck one-man car?—Yes. I do not advocate the 
double-deck cars here, becatise they tried the double-deck 
tfani Gar Some years ago, and it was not a success. I do 
fiot know thé reason of the failure of the double-deck car, 
which was tried here. It may have been due to the steup- 
ness of teh grade. 

332. Mr. Mahony.] Your first essential is a good road {— 
Yes. 

333. That means the whole width of the road i—Pre- 
ferably the whole width of the road. It is possible to use 
the car on 10 feet of road-way. 

334. With specially -prepared roids, would you not be 
rurining & risk of serious competition with the ordinary 
‘buses now running ?—I do not think so. A special feature 
of my yisit to Newcastle was to look into the way such 
‘buses were run. The bulk of them were International 
Harvester chassis, and the wear and tear was very con- 
siderable. T should say the gears and probably the engines 
would be absolutely worn out in five years. 

335; Lyons- road is pretty level, with a speeially-prepared 
surface. Would not such a foad lend itself to motor ’bus 
traffic/—Yes. The motor ’bus traffic suffers under a great 
disadvantage in that it has to generate its own power in 
its own self-contained unit. 

836. Do you think your Railless car could successfully 
compete with thé ’buses ?—Yes. 

337. How many ears have you allowed in your estimate 
for Lyons-road?—Only two—the same as the Tramway 
Department. 

338. How would you provide for an increase in traffic ? 
—I would give a quicker service. Instead of a half-hour 
service I would give a quarter-hour service with two cars. 

339. How would you provide in the event of an accident 
happening to one of the cars?—In addition to whatever 
cars are run on the road there should be one emergency 
car. 

$40. Yoti did not inchide that in your estimate?—No. 
Whatever system is adopted if would be necessary to have 
the satiié emergency provision. The ordinary tramway 
ear costs a good deal more thati the Railleas vehicle. The 
Railless car will take any grade which a tramway car will 
take, because it has the same driving power and has 
greater adhesion. I did not recommend the Railless for 


Freshwater. I suggested to the previous Public Works 
Committee that a solution of the trouble at Manly might 
be the introduction of the Birnie one-man tramway car. 

341. What is the wear and tear on the roads by Railless 
car?—It has not been worked out. It has been discussed, 
and the conclusion I,came to was that the wear and tear 
by the Railless bus on the road surface was less than any 
other class of vehicle except the horse-drawn vehicle, be- 
cause the acceleration and braking is very much easier. 

342. Have you any figures of what has been allowed per 
mile to any council?—In Bloemfontein an arrangement 
was made to pay a certain small sum, amounting to, I 
think, .3d. per car mile, or £300 per annum. 

343. What is the extra cost of copper per car mile?—I 
should say not more than £300 per mile. It is a fluctuating 
firure. 

344. What is the life of the wire?—A good many years. 
When the wire is withdrawn from use the bulk of it is still 
of value. 

345. Mr. Drummond.| What is the maximum accommo- 
dation of the largest Railless car constructed ?—The largest 
Railless car is a double-deck car constructed for Birming- 
ham, which seats fifty-one passengers and provides stand- 
ing room for a further twenty-eight. 

346, The seating accommodation in your statement to 
the Committee was only twenty-five?—Twenty-four to 
thirty-six. Thirty-six is rather too many for a one-man 
car. 

347. It takes 2 tons extra wiring per mile to handle a 
car of the smaller type. Does the larger type of car 
necessitate an additional amount of wiring; or will the 
quantity first quoted meet the case?—The quantity first 
quoted will meet the case. 

348. So that it does not matter whether you have a ear 
of the smaller or larger type, the wiring is still sufficient ! 
—Yes, to carry the current for a very much larger service. 

349. With regard to this type of car, it is laid down by 
most authorities on the subject of traffic, that to haye a 
service which is effective you must have a service which 
is interchangeable in all its parts. If there was a rush of 
traffic, would these cars be interchangeable with the rest 
of the system ?—Only if the additional wiring is put in 
position. If it happens that you had a break-down to the 
tram ear, this is the only means of overcoming the block, 
because the other trams which are blocked on the rails 
simply pull their poles down and these Railless cars can run 
along independently of the rails. That is the advantage 
they possess. The traffic is not blocked behind. 
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Present: — 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Crramman). 


The Hon. Jor Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr MAnony. 
Francis MicHoarn Burke, Esa. 


Wiis Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Davin HeNry Drummonp, Esq. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons Road, 
Drummoyne, to Five Dock. 


Alderman Patrick James Byrne, Mayor of Drummoyne, 
sworn, and éxamiméd :— 


350. Mr. Travers.| What ate your views of the proposed 
tramway ’—Ht would not bé necessary to resume any land 
for the consttuction of the linlé except @ little to allow 
the tram to negotiate corners. Three hundred buildings 
« year have gone up in the district, which is going ahead 
rapidly. There is really no more room for building at 
Drummoyne. The subdivision of the Barton estate has 
been pretty well built on, and Mr. Rodd has subdivided 
land on the other side of the road. A motor-bus runs 
through the district, but only at long intervals. If the 


tramway were constructed, and connected with the Five 
Dock tram, a circuit could be run from Sydney to Leich- 
hardt and vice versa to Drummoyne and Five Dock. 

35t. Does the bus service run to a time-table?—Yes, it 
tries to. 

352. Have you noticed during the busy hours in the 
morning and evening and on Saturday afternoons and 
Sundays whether the bus service meets traffic require- 
ded. Many people have 
to walk, which is most inconvenient in wet and hot 
weather. 
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353. Leaving otit that portion of the district served by 
the Diiiimuyie tram, say one half-mile from Drummoyne 
and one half-mile from Five Dock, is there a good deal 
of resideiitial settlement hot served?—People living in 
Vairlight-street and on portion of Rodd’s estate would 
take the Haberfield tram. The proposed trami would be 
a great Gonveniciuce to them. 

354. [low far have working people living in about the 
centre of that district to walk to the existing tram at either 
Driimimoyne or Five Dock ?—To Drummoyne three-quar- 
ters of a mile. 

355. The proposal ig for a local half-hoirly service, 
starting at Drummoyne and terminating at Five Dotk 
end vice versd. Would that be sufficient ?—Not in the 
mornings and evehings. The service could be more 
ceonommeally worked by running the tram so as to make 
a roufttd trip: That would suit workmen and others 
better. We hive & movie picture building which cost 
£50,000, to whieh, very large Bambets of people come. 
several large works, includine wireworks; Hestie’s factory, 
and others; whith ehiploy & large nH mbet of hands: 

356. Does Drumnioyne offer better facilities for shop- 
ping than Five Doek?@—No, I wotld not say that, There 
aré & @ood many shops at Five Dock; and people shop 
there and at Leichhardt. 

357. Is much building land available within easy dis- 
taiice of the proposed tramway which would hot be served 
by existing lines?—Yes. Mr. Rodd is subdividing another 
block. There will be a great deal of settlement there later 
on, 

358. Mr. Doe.} Where would it be necessary to thake a 
resumption ?-—At the hotel corner. 

359. Does the Municipal Council intend to make the 
road 66 feet wide the whole way?—It does not feel in- 
clined to go to that expense until it is absolutely neces- 
sary. It is not proposed to mterfere with other people 
at the present juncture. 

360. Mr, Mahony | 1 understand that the Oxford Hotel 
is situated at the corner of Bridge-road and Lyons-road. 
Ts there not a very wide spate there?—Yes, in the centre 
but coming up you do not see vehicles there until you 
are almost on to them. 

361. Mr. Drummond.} It seems that people living half 
a mile from Five Dock are fairly well served by the 
existing lines, as also are people half a mile from Drum- 
moyne’—It depends upon where their business takes them. 

362. Why do you consider that the tram would become 
a paying proposition if it were continued tight through 
from Five Dock to Drummoyne’?—Because in the first 
place it would connect up two ends and. give better 
travelling facilities to the public. It would ¢atry large 
numbers of people to Abbotsford in summer; atid people 
would travel from that distfict through DHiihoyne to 
Sydney. 

363. Would there be a constant movement of people 
to and fron’ work or for pleasute purposes between Five 
Dock and Drummoyne ?—Yes. 

364. Is the bus service unable to cope with the traffic ?— 
Yes, often. Whert it is full people have to walk. A lot of 
land is being built on, and if theré were better means of 
communication a great stimulus would be given building. 

365. Would not thé bus beeome a edmmpetitor with the 
tram?—The bus will always be & Gfipetitor with the 
tram, but it does not méet réquirements. It only runs 
about every half-hour. It may be two houfs before there 
is x bus at times. 


Alterman Henry Faines MeDicken, estate agent, Five 
Dock, sworn, and examined : — 


366. Mr. Mahcny.| Do you favour the route as pro- 
posed’—Yes. This tramway should havé been constructed 
years ago. TF gave eviderice in favour of it as Mayor of 
the municipality in 1913, and it is ten times more neces- 
sary to-day. The district has gone ahead so much. From 
1913 till about 1916 the voting strength in the Council 


was towards Drtimmoyne, but at the last municipal elec- 
tion it was the other way, which shows population has 
increased. There has been a large increase in settlement 
in the vicinity of Russell Lea estate, Rodd’s bush, and 
Tait’s estate. The last bus from Five Dock leaves at 
five minutes past 7 in the evening. There are latge manu- 
facturing ¢oncerns in the district, employing a latge 
nuinber of hands. Many éhiblévass come from Balmain 
to works in the distfict, and unless they are prepared 
to walk across countty they are forced to travel a long way 
round, They would haye to pass over a lot of low-lying 
land, where there ate Chinamen’s gardens, which is not a 
pleasant thing to do in wet of wintry weather. People 
living at Abbotsford have under present conditions to go 
a long way round in orde# to reach Drummoyne and 
B: Ab ati, The tramway is necessaty tiot only for domestic 
but for public reasons. Drumnioyne residents who want 
to go to Strathfield or out that way have to go via 
Senay. Others living in the vicinity of Hanipden- road 
have a long Walk to the existing tram when they want to 
#> (6) Balmain. There are some very large businesses at 
Dtimitioyne, where a large number of men are eniployed 
in the shipwright industry. There is no doubt that the 
tram would pay. The bus seems to run when it pleases. 
Certaitily it does try to ruh & half-Hourtly service, but it 
does not mect the requirthents of the district. 

367. Are not residents within half a mile of Bridge-road 
reasonably served by the present Drummoyne tram, and 
does not that apply to residents on the Five Dock side?— 
Y cs. 

368. Would the main traffic be a local one, or would 
people come from Abbotsford through Balmain ?—There 
would be traffic from both ends. 

369. Is there much building land handy to the route of 
the proposed tramway ?—Yes, in the vicinity of the line 
there is Rodd’s Bush and other places where there are 
250 acres of such land, and at the last Council meeting 
we received notice of another subdivision of Rodd’s estate. 
There is a keen demand for land. If the money market 
were easier there would be fio vacant land there. Take; 
for instance, a man living in Dfummoyne whose work is 
in the vicinity of Pyrmont. He should be able to board 
a tram going thtough Drummoyne and reach his work 
without having to change cars. The samé thing applies to 
men living in the vicinity of Camperdown or Forest 
Lodge who have to travel to their work by tram. From 
Rodd’s estate there are some beautiful views. 

370. Do you hold the same opinion as Mr. Byrne re 
garding the proposed tramway forming a circuit /—Yes. 
That would make it pay from the jump. 


Charles Ernest Morgan, Town Clerk, Drummoyne, sworn, 
and examined :— 

371. Chairman.| Will you make a statement respecting 
the proposed tramway’—Yes. Notwithstanding that the 
buses carry large numbers of passengers they are unable to 
cope with the traffic. Durifg the busy hours of the 
motning and evening the bus proprietor puts on two buses, 
which, in the busy hours, usually carry about fifty passen- 
gers, although they are only made to carry about thirty. 
They are comfortably filled during the day. Between 
Gipps-street and Russéll-street theré are 900 Houses within 
éasy access of the proposed line. Most of those people have 
to walk from a mile to a mile and & half to the tram at 
Drummoyne and at Five Dock. It is easier to walk from 
Chiswick to Lyons-toad tram. It makes a big difference to 
people livite im the Chiswick area in the matter of reach- 
mg Sydney. There is a difference of thirty minutes by tram 
from Abbotsford as against that from Drummoyne, Since 
the last inquiry in 1920, 350 new houses have been built 
in the district north and south of Lyons-road between 
Gibbs and Russell streets, which area I have taken as the 
one which the proposed tramway will most benefit; al- 
though many persons living nearer to the existing trams 
at Drummoyne and Five Dock will also make use of it, 
judging by their use of the motor buses at present. 
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One hundred houses which are keing built will be 
completed within a few months, which means there will 
Lo 450 houses move than there were when the last in- 
quiry took place. There would be about five persons in 
cach house, so that there would be 1,750 additional people 
there. In that area 1,112 allotments, averaging 50 feet x 
150 fect, have been sold, which will earry 1,500 houses. 
Some of those allotment holders will subdivide their allot- 
ments into 25-feet blocks, which is the minimum frontage. 
On the southern side of the proposed tramline there are 
100 acres not subdivided. Since I gave evidence last 
Mr. Rodd has subdivided a block into 120 to 130 allot- 
ments, all of which, with the exception of four, have 
been sold. On the north side of the tramway there are 
31 acres not subdivided which would be available for 
subdivision. That makes 131 acres not yet subdivided. 
T allow ten houses to the acre, so that there is land for 
2,810 more houses in that area, which, when completed 
in the next eight or ten years, will house an additional 
population of about 16,000. Lysaght’s wireworks employs 
about 1,200 hands. Jlundreds of those men reside at 
Balmain, and some at Drummoyne. They have to walk 
backwards and forwards to get the Drummoyne tram. 
Most of those employees would use the proposed tram- 
way. Nestle’s Limited has just spent £300,000 in erecting 
a very large building in the district. They employ over 
1,000 hands there, and a large number of the employees live 
on the other side of Drummoyne. All those people 
would use the tram. The box factory at the point employs 
about twenty hands. Another factory alongside employs 
over sixty. The Kismet Picture Theatre accommodates 
2,600 people, and last Saturday there must have been 
over 3,000 in it. The majority of those people come from 
the district along Lyons-road. They would use the tram. 
When the picture show is on two buses run backwards and 
forwards with passengers, and sometimes it is impossible 
to get a seat. The Municipal Council has made applica- 
tion to take over the Russell Lea building for a district 
hospital. The member for the district is trying to arrange 
matters with the Commonwealth Government. The build- 
ing contains thirty rooms, and by a rearrangement would 
hold eighty or ninety beds. That would mean a big 
tram traflic. Since I gave evidence three years ago 896 
new houses have been erected in Drummoyne, and the 
Council has approved of 393 plans of cottages or two- 


storey Luildings and shops this year up to yesterday. I 
belicye the tram would pay from the jump. A little 
resumption may ke necessary to enable the tram to 
negotiate the corner. It would be better to take off 10 or 
12 feet from the corner of the hotel. 

372. Chairman.] Do you think the traffic you anticipate 
could be accommodated by a half-hourly tram serviee?— 
It could throughout the day. It would tequire a more 
frequent service in the mornings and evenings. 

372. Would it be necessary to have through trams at 
certain times running at more frequent intervals ?’—Yes, 


trams running every ten or fifteen minutes during the busy’ 


hours. 

374, Mr. Drummond.] Giving evidence before the Com- 
mittee, Sir Thomas Henley was asked: 

Mr. Doran’s statement on that point is that “ the majority 
of the residents were within walking distance of the existing 
Ityde and Abbotsford tramways, and were already reasonably 
served by those facilities. A motor bus then plied over the 
rouie, but was not patronised to any extent.” That was in 
1920, Have conditions changed since then?—They have. As 
I say, 350 houses have gone up since that, and they still are 
going up rapidly. 

Is the Committee to understand that since then fifty 
additional houses have been erected in the area ?—Yes. 

375. Will that rate of building be sustained ?—Judging 
from the number of plans that are coming in for approval 
it will. Mr. Rodd has guaranteed the Water and Sewer- 
age Board any loss of revenue if they will put the water 
supply in. Once it is put in plans will be submitted for 
building ono large area. 

376. Mr. Greig, M.L.A., who was examined on the pro- 
posal, was asked by Mr. Travers: 

Have you noticed whether any additional buses are run 
during the morning and evening, or on Sundays and holidays? 
—No additional buses at all. 

Do you know how many buses they run?—I could not say 
definitely. The same proprietor controls the Drummoyne- 
Fiye Dock run as the City-Drummoyne run, and I suppose 
that during the busy periods he would take one or two 
buses off the local route and put them on the run to the city. 


In view of the evidence given by Mr. Greig and your local 
knowledge, would there be a tendency for people to travel 
right through in the bus in preference to taking the tram 
and having to change to another tram ?—The bus service is 
only a local ene. It does not run through. 

377. Are there no buses-running regularly between Five 
Deck, Drursioyne, and the city ?—No. 


WEDNESDAY, 31 OCTOBER, 1923. 


Vresent:— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuatrmay). 


The Hon. Jonn Travers. 
‘fhe Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis MicuarLt Burke, Esa. 


WILLIAM CAMERON, Esq. 
Brian JAMES Dor, Esq. 
Davin Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a line of Tramway along Lyons-road, 
Drummoyne, to ive Dock. 


William John Morris, secretary to the Railway Commis- 
sioners of New South Wales, sworn, and examined :— 


378. Chairman.| You have a statement to make with re-’ 


spect to the use of one-man tram cars on new tram lines? 
—Yes. It is as follows:— 


N.S.W. Government Railways and Tramways, 
Office of the Commissioners, 
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Sydney, 18th October, 1923. 
The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works, Parliament House, Sydney. 
Subject: Use of one-man tramway cars. 
Reference: Your letter of the 30th August last. 


With reference to letter cf above date, asking for infor- 
mation as follows :— 

(a) A statement showing the policy of the Railway 

Commissioners in regard to the use of the one-man 


car, so far as it applies to the expediency of con- 
structing the following proposed tramways, the sub- 
ject of inquiry by the Committee: 

Along Lyon's Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock; 

Haberfield to Dobroyd Point; 

Narrabeen to Mona Vale; and 

Curl Curl to Freshwater. 


(b) A further report on the proposel tramway along 
Lyon’s Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock, particu- 
larly in view of the evidence submitted by Mr. Mor- 
gan, Town Clerk, Drummoyne, as to the develop- 
ment of the district to be served since the Com- 
mittee’s former inquiry-in 1920. 

I beg to inform you that the matters have had considera- 
tior. 
DRUMMOYNE TO FIVE Dock. 
With regard to the question relating to the use of one-man 
cars, I am to state that the operation of these cars is claimed 
to effect a reduction of 40 per cent., and, after allowing for 


=— > 


an increase of 10 per cent. in motormen’s wages, in consid- 
eration of the additional duties required to be performed, 
an estimate of the financial result of operating the Drum- 
moyne to Five Dock section prepared in November, 1922, was 
as under :— 
Electric tramear, two-men operation—HEstimated annual 
loss, £2,564. 
Hlectriec tramecar, one-man operation—Hstimated annual 
loss, £854. 

iThis estimate was based upon a revenue of £3,300 per 
annum being obtained, but an up-to-date estimate has been 
made, and it now considered that the revenue to be derived, 
assuming the bus be discontinued, would be £3,600 per annum, 
or an increase of £300 per annum, reducing the estimated 
loss to £554 per annum under one-man car operation. 

If this line were constructed, it may be necessary during 
the business hours to run a car of larger seating capacity on 
a few trips, and the probability is that there would be 
strong agitation for a through service to be maintained. In 
view of the rapid development in the district and the prob- 
ability of a continuance of this development, it is considered 
that, if it be decided to construct the line it would, within 
a short period, be necessary to ufilise the ordinary electric 
cars, when the one-man car could be tried elsewhere. 


HABERFIELD TO Doproypd POINT. 


So far as Haberfield to Dobroyd Point is concerned, the 
operation of one-man cars over this section would meet the 
requirements of the local traffic, but, in relation to the through 
traffic, it would not be satisfactory. The Haberfield to Dobroyd 
Voint section is only 59 chains, and on a short section like this 
it is doubtful what patronage a local service woul] receive, 
while the Drummoyne to Fivedock section is a distance of 
approximately 1? miles, which would obviously convenience 
a number of people living at a much greater distance from 
existing facilities. 

I might point out that the Commissioners’ view is that, 
as far as possible, tramway services should be connected 
with the suburban railways rather than bring additional 
traffic into George-street, which is already overcrowded; and 
if the Dobroyd Point section were constructed, its terminus 
should not remain at Haberfield connecting with the Circular 
Quay-Abbotsford service, but should be extended to Ashfield 
to connect with the Main Suburban Railway, as is the case 
with regard to the services from Summer Hill to Hurlstone 
Park, and between Canterbury, Petersham, and Balmain. 

Even if a system of transfer were introduced, whereby 
the same fare would be charged as if a through service were 
run, it is not considered that the service would be popular 
on account of the inconvenience occasioned owing to chang- 
ing at Haberfield. 


NARRABEEN TO MONA VALE, AND CURL CURL TO FRESHWATER. 


With reference to the service from Narrabeen to Mona 
Vale, similar remarks apply, and so far as the proposed line 
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from Curl Curl to Freshwater is concerned, one-man cars 
would not meet the traffic requirements for the major por- 
tion of the year. 

Regarding the request for further information on the pro- 
posed tramway along Lyon’s Road, Drummoyne, to Five 
Dock, particularly in view of the evidence submitted by the 
Town Clerk, Drummoyne, as to the development of the dis- 
trict since the Committee’s former inquiry in 1920, as above 
stated, there has been rapid development in the district, with 
a probable continuance of same. It might be mentioned, 
however, that a fair proportion of the development in this 
particular district is within easy walking distance of exist- 
ing tramway facilities. Nevertheless, as stated, an up-to-date 
estimate indicates the probability of the revenue being in- 
creased to £3,600 per annum, an increase of £300 per annul, 
which would reduce the estimated loss to £2,264. 

In conclusion, I may state that the operation of one-man 
cars in America has proved both economical and successful, 
and the Commissioners consider it would be advantageous to 
operate the Lyons Road, Drummoyne, to Five Dock line by 
means of one-man cars as an experiment, with a view to 
testing their suitability in New South Wales. 

The development within this particular district is such as 
will, in their opinion, warrant the provision of tramway 
facilities within a reasonable period, and, even if the opera- 
tion of one-man car's were found to be unsucccessful, the line 
could then be operated by means of the ordinary electric cars. 


W. J. Morris, Secretary. 
379. Mr. Drummond.] What steps have the Commis- 
sioners taken to obtain the cars in question?—No definite 
steps. Inquiries have been made and certain information 
obtained, which I understand has been placed before the 
Committee by Mr. Doran. 


380. From the information which you have obtained, are 
you satisfied it would be an experiment worth trying ?’— 
Yes. 

381. My. Burke.] You stated it may be necessary to put 
two-men cars on during the busy hours?~The Commis- 
sioners consides Lyons Bay road would be a suitable line 
on which to test the one-man car. If it is necessary to 
run a two-men car we can do so. 

382. Would that materially increase the running ex- 
penses *—No; the cars would be interchangeable. 

383. It would not materially affect the working ex- 
penses ?—Only to the extent I have shown. 

384. Would you think £500 a moderate loss to begin 


with for a tramway service?—I have not consulted the 
Commissioners on that question. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 


t 8939-—E 


hier 


-! f oiag Pei he 


Tat prey 


GOONMANS 


UOly = 


€ woimsina J xeg ) 
N J tt biz 


© 

a i 

CuOsgL0REY b 
| , A 
v 


1923. 


eee ae 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES, 


STATE INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS. 


Balance Sheets, 
Trading Accounts, &c., 


YEAR* ENDED 3011 JUNE, 1923; 


TOGETHER WITH 


REPORT OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL 


EELS Qe 


eS See eee a = ————E 


Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printel, 19 December, 1923. 


SYDNEY: ALFRED JAMES KENT, GOVERNMENT PRINTER. 


1923 
28561 *294—(a) (3s, €d.] 


975 


oo 


— 


obit haa 
Ze 


— ye { : 
">, Fare eee 8 


iS we k fj ? ; 
7 x it j 
4 
& 7 \s 
-_— _, ‘ 
Ps 
he) F 
; 
‘ 
. ’ 
t 
4 


i iol 
4 


A she 


STATE INDUSTRIAL UN DERTAKINGS, 


AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT, 1922-23, 


Introduction 

Brick works—Homebush Bay” 
Metal Quarries—Kiama, &, 
Building Construction Branch ,., 
Monier Pipe, &c., Works ... ove 
Bakery... if sop Sc 


Motor Garage 


Saw Mills, Craven and Gloucester, dc. ... 


Timber Yards, &c., Uhr’s Point .., 
Power Station, Uhr’s Point 
Trawlers 


Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas ... 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE, 


377 


J78 


Auditor General’s Department, 
Sydney, 19th December, 1923. 


To the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. 

fir, 

I have the honor, to submit under the provisions of section 63 of the Audit Act, No, 26, 1902, 
a report upon the operations of the Industrial Undertakings for the past financial year. The Special 
Deposits (Industrial Undertakings) Act prescribes that a yearly balance-sheet, a trading account, and a 
profit and loss account shall be prepared and submitted to Parliament.~ They are herewith. The capital 
indebtedness of each Undertaking is determined by the Statutory Departmental Committee. 

I have to report that during the year a continuous examination has been made of the accounts and 
the requirements of the law satisfied in each case. In the course of examination necessary queries were 
raised and satisfied. The charges for interest on capital contributions to the sinking fund and depreciation 
have been provided for in the several accounts as directed by Statute. The repayments of capital are 


reported under the heads of the Undertakings affected. 


Yours faithfully, 


F, A. COGHLAN, 


Anditor- General. 


Memorandum as to Industrial Undertakings. 


As has been explained in previous reports, the Industrial Undertakings are governed by Act No, 
22, 1912, and Act No. 77, 1916. Their revenue and expenditure are not part of the Consolidated Revenue 
Account, but are chiefly included under the Special Deposits Account. The accounts of the Murrumbidgee 
Areas are included in the last named account, as the whole great national work is included in the proclama- 
tion under the Industrial Undertakings (Special Deposits) Act, 1912, although the various industries 
on the Area more properly could be classified with the other Industrial Undertakings of the State, either 
singly or collectively. The anomaly of the inclusion of the whole great work has been repeatedly drawn 
attention to in previous reports. It has been decided therefore to treat the Areas as a distinct utility. 


Of the existent Undertakings, the following were originally purchased as going concerns, viz., the 
Monier Pips Industry, and the Saw Mills at Craven. Of defunct businesses, the Bakery and the Rozelle 
Joincry Works were so purchased. Of the present Undertakings the Brickworks, the M>tal Quarries, and 
the Building Construction Branch wero originated by the State as were the following, which have becom? 
appendages to Departments, viz., the Motor Garage, the Drug Depot, the Clothing Factory. Of those 
which have ceased to exist the following had State origin, viz., the Timber Yards, Uhz’s Point, the Power 
Station, the Limestone Quarry, Taree, end the Lime Brick Works, Botany. Cockatoo Dockyard, originally 
included with those under the Act of 1912, was transferred to the Com monwealth Government, and although 
the Walsh Island Dockyard was de facto an Industrial Undertaking, for a few months in 1922, it was de- 
registered before the Manager was able to submit the requisite balance-sheet, &c., to the Capital Cost 
Committee, so tha its capital was not dctermined as prescribed. Certain facts in regard to this Undertaking 
following reports, departmentally mado, are about to be submitted to the Treasurer, under the provisions 
of section 13 of the Audit Act, 1902, for such action as may be determined. It is no’ practicable to include 


the operations of the Dockyard in a report of this character. 


The Industrial Undertakings competing with private enterprise are the Brickworks, the Building 
Construction Brench, the M>tal Quarrics, and the Saw Mills, Craven and Gloucester. The Motor Garage, 
now no longer an Industrial Undertal-ing, ceased to compete with private firms last year. The Monier 
Pipes Works, being the exploitation cnd development of patents owned by the Government, cannot be 
said to be in the same class as those first named. Its success has been undoubted. 


It has already been pointed out that it would be unfair to the m anagements of the respective under- 
takings to group them collectively, ac to financial results, as cach is independent. The Power Station 
recently closed, which benefited certain Undertakings, was itself conducted at a loss, and was the only utility 
which affected others in a financial sense. 


As pointed out by the late Auditor-General in 1912, these undertakings were inaugurated with the 
alleged object of preventing manufacturers combining to raise the prices of building and other materials 
to what was considered exorbitant rates. 


The magnificent results of the State Brickworks are eloquent of the argument already used that 
successes In such Government enterprises are dependent on the personal factor in management. The 
reduction in the cost of production, while mecting all the assumed desires of the founders of the enterprise, 
has fully justified the initiation of the Undertaking. So far as can be seen, not only are the works a pecuniary 
triumph, but the employees also benefit in a way no known private works app2ar to attomp’. 

The early history of the State Industrial. Undertakings is shown in the report for 1920-21, which is 
so recent as to be accessible. In 1922 the State Clothing Factory and the Drug Depdt were deregistered, 
the State Bakery closed, the Trawlirg enterprise abandoned, and the State Timber Yards closed. The 


position in regard to each of these thros latter is shown in the attached notes. 


The tabulation on page 3 shows the lessened crop of industrial enterprises. Of the twelve Under- 
takings, exclusive of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas, figuring in Jast year’s tabulation, five are still 
operative as such. The Motor Garage, operative previously as an Industrial Undertaking, hes, since 
November, been classed as an appendage of the Stcres Departmert. Two, the Divg Depot and the 
Clothing Factory, have also become appendages of the Stores Department. Two have been realised upon 
in part, viz., the Trawlers and the State Timber Yards, one, the State Bakery, is being disposed of on 
certain terms, and one, the Power House, has been closed and its assets are being dealt with. 

For comparative purposes the Statement of 1922-23 is preecded by a reproduction of the Statement 
of 1921-22 on page 2. 

I have also to report in regard to the Lime Brickworks, Botany, which closed down on 31st May, 
1917, and was deregistered by proclamation of 21st February, 1919, that an overdraft of £5,121 16s. 10d, 
as on 30th June, 1923, is in need of adjustment. 
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STATE BRICKWORKS—-HOMEBUSH BAY. 


BALANCE-Suzet as at 30th June, 1923. 


LIABILITIES, ASSETS. 

Capital— fig ede £ sande fase ds £ Bh GE 
General Loan Account .........+. 82,326 4 8 ANC S prctrav seer cea sRastiicaomemetrenslss oie cartes 1,597 7 4 
Reserve Account ......0....s00s00 31,962 5 7 Plant and Machinery ...............00000 31,571-11 11 
sundry Creditors mecscees 220 11 10 PatentiKilnse.o-cseccceceie creme reeee. 22,929 16 6 

———___-—- Down, Draught, KilnSi.. cccces> sesso 7,624 4 1 
114,509 2 1 RI CTd Ci aeneansntcisedtscanduagcen dads mAceneee 2,585 5 6 
Less Profits Applied to— Kiln Tram waySieccnencsssctseerraceies.12 OZ OMmE4: 
Reduction of Cap- £ 8. d. Improvements and Excavations ...... 5,863 15 4 
ORI Seccc ces t 65,235 10 0 Power Sub-station ...............eeceeeees Spee lites Ae) 
New Works ...31,962 5 7 Railway Siding at Homebush Pay ... 3,026 9 1 
— 97197 15) 7 General Buildings at Works ............ 12,838 9 10 
———_——- 17,311 6 6 | Wharf at Homebush Bay ............... 899 1 11 
Office Building at Works ............... (ips gh 
DUNENYCLOUILOTS ¢.54...2-.<.0000eccenees 16,794 8 1 Loose Plant, Barrows and Tools ...... E5205 0 5 
Less Transferred to Capital...... 220 11 10 Electric Cranesia a. csccsseatecaceretresss, 1,820 18 1 
———_———— 16,573 16 3 | Motor Lorries .................seeceeseeeees 11,081 16 7 
Office Building at Pyrmont ............ 13/7 mee 
menrmed Wares, die 45. i-ce..cetraetkecusecteyiecees POZO ALM Oss PUNISE oe we co cea nc ends baaseanecsos ans 1,682.19" 2 
Tram Track from Yard to Wkazf...... 1,613 3 4 
Mretteral Plant Reserve) tecc.g<cesscecccasec rc csutes ove ees 2,799 7 4 | Boxes for Carrying Bricks............... G2 elome S 
Motori Carsereccercsreret artnet ee tect ine WOGZe Omnd 
Roaserve for Racreation Leave .......sscssscesccesseenes 546 6 11 | Office Furniture ............cccccceceeceeee 870 5 6 
Cotlazeste suntan. e.c oe asters accines Chika) a) 1) 
Profit and Loss Account— Horses, Carts, and Harness ............ 149 9 7 
IROCOTCErS wre cate crite: soc ecaercause ne 283. 10) 3 
Accumulated to 30th June, £ s. d. 
lee =the ieee Se 59,181 5 6 114,509 2 1 
Less Depreciation. eenieciesseeree ts 50,086 15 11 
Profit for year ended 30th = ——— $4472 6 2 
June, 1923, after making 
provision for Bonus, &. 12,771 18 8 Special Deposits Accounts — 
wee Yee) dk Working Ascount— 
Balance, as per Treasury 
Ledoors exw. sesso serene ei Aida OMe 
Add Collections in transit...... 535.10 8 
Add Transfer from Resc1ve 
PTO AG Andaciheemnondnceacueoneare 98 4 4 


32,381 3 3 


Deduct— eb Gl 
Unrecoupcd Pay- 

FOOTE SN eee ventana 4,381 7 0 
Intercst on Capital ... ¢04 8 8 
Sinking Fund ......... 56 19 5 


— 5,342 15 1 
— 27,038 8 2 


Reserve Account— 


Balaace, as per Treasury Ledgc:s... 4,€31 2 1 
Deduct— 
Transfer to Working Account ...... 8 4 4 
4,732 17 9 
Ded:sct—Unrecourcd payments ...... 397 8) 5 
4,693 9 4 
Add— 
IMWERESE aoocopsadsobtoocenéonoGadeadandauor 589 16 10 
ee A Oa OmED 
TT DERE! cacbtncucacessaddsoudcesqouocopoaécncennaueag 3,831 14956 
SLOCKS ON DAM Mee cor sagnein-anereedvores trates tasarteedrt as 9.417 0 3 
PrepAVIMeN Ss CoC omen cesmacerostorsnemesseweieeenamectaetle 14517558 
| 
£,110,177 12 11 FIO ITT 2A 
J | 
ns : fo 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the State Brickworks, Homebush Bay, above set forth. We have 
obtained all the information and explanations we have recuired, 

In our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state 
of the Undertaking’s affairs according to the best of our information and the explanations given us and as disclosed 
by the books, accounts, and vouchers of the Undertekirg. 


C. W. CLIFFORD. 
Department of Audit, R. G. GRAY. 
2nd August, 1923. 
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Mayuractrurixsc Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


£. 8) Ode, REISS PN Oe 
To Fartly Manufactured Bricks on x ‘ By Bricks Manufactured, transferred to Tiading |i 
hand at Homebush el RM cohen th 3,719 15 5 PR CCOUNES cee coches apdhnacs teagan oe So cnRRee Aeon 94,559 7 7 
Wages 25... sie sdcecs heen te rntrc ences 61,923 4 0 Bricks on hand, partly manufactured ............ 3,626 4 8 
Manufacturi. g Charges, viz.— ee eT 
Coal). cdicsgts ate. fia teshesonebsoasieds 14,024 19 1 
EX PlOsives | iiitsigesses sda seocus vas 13502 9 9G 
Sand ined Bae SB 
Firewood: g75cs5 33 ih 0c..bssccesscee 354 4 8 
Oils and Greases .......-.see een ees 653 :2 .9 
General Tool Replacements... 62 15 10 
Pit Tool Replacements ......... 112 14 5 
Sundry Manufacturing Ex- F 
PONEES Me .cisidas sos ces-os+ sah ons pe li Oe 
POWEGY 46h ca Ried cs ceiaaoee ee tae 5,307 14 6 
Repairs and Replacements ... 4,776 19 10 
Rates and NV atéry ..d.5.sauchiss 583 6 3 
Maintenance of Horses, &c.... 108 10 10 
—— 27,888 18 3 
Depreciation  .......ccces cceceee ceeeee eres ee 4,653 14 7 
£98,185 123 £98}185 12 3 


Traping Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


tT Ge £; Bp, ee de £ s. d. | 
To Stock, onshandeceniges sate, au esceauce  Metease renee 704 12 7 | By Sales, viz.— _ 48 ia 
Bricks Manufactnred; vateterred Government....:..s.sc00e Ae 45,367 19 10 
from Manufacturing ACCOUNT... a0 wiseehcneaet 94,559 7 7 Pu blicinccetesscctoeos orectness 101,335 5 8 
he - 146,703 5 6 
Delivery Expenses, viz.— Transfers for Bricks used on ; 
WWE Aste cdacooeanacncodsnodtacte 5,455 8 10 : Works at Homebush Bay su... 158 1 4 
TOWALO Mi tyy-ccece antes emaneemers 1,759 4 0 
Homebush Repairs .............. 32L 8 10 Stock on Hand— 
Depot Repairs siiii.ccce.s0sctses 342 2 0 Bricks at Homebush Bay 467 18 1 
Tnsurance, nacictassscsbsstecontare 185 0 6 Bricks at Pyrmont..... ... 1925) Seay, 
Sundry Expenses ............006 194 7 5 —- --—___ 660 16 8 
Oils and Greases ............0ce eee J,765 10 10 
Rents and rates ...:..0......0.. : 193 6 0 
Dy Tesi gaatiaasseouestnasheenbian iinve OI ONEOUEES 
Power yg, issccasss ch tere leak tenes 35 64 «IL 
Cartage, curate soseere es sbae esses o0 &,046 6 7 
Railway Frei¢ht.:.... 23. cessase 3,206 19 ti 
Maintenance uf Horses, etc, 108 10 11 


21,958 16 5 


S 


Depreciationi....gecaseieeaies. sbtrenedaets WelWoel wah Gh; 
Balance being Grcss Profit trans- 
ferred to Vrotit and Loss 
ACCOUNT) Sei cineseen ieee e warner wacienn sees a 29,138 0 6 
eee eae si : 
| $1475522 3 6 £147,522 3 6 
Minot 190A ane S 


Prorit AND Loss Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


Sa Seeads ee Mee ASB 8. d.{ 
To Working Expenses, viz. — By Gross Profit transferred from Trading Account 29, 138 0 6 
Salaries........ 1 4388 14) 5 NOMS vin. ausunscecx nopnteoe cettises tee Gee cane oe oem 67 15 8 
Si ationery and ‘Stamps... Trew eel Oe Discounts. 3400 chs asi cicasdodtneecetonne cent eee 452 6 9 
Insurance agit eae Uber atic a Cia ote irae 808 17 al Intere st on Reserve Account v0 058400. tse wsieae ele setae £09 16 10 
General Expenses ..............+ 703° 4 8 
Audi tiReesgiat. ssceascnponia sae 100 0 0 
—— 6,225 12 9 
Teserve for Recreation Leave...... 20.2... ... 37 18 11 | 
Depreciation. «:<5.t.cctesvencs tatek Paasictoe coaweek 104 12 11 | 
Balance transferred to Profit and Loss Appro- | 
| Priation yA CcOUntEe eee eee Buwoyh Hisy (2 
| £30,247 19 9 £30,247 19 9 i 


Prorir anpd Loss Appropriation Account, 30th June, 1923. 


foe PEGE 
To Interest on Capital .....,......... 4,270 19 6 By Balance transferred from Profit and Loss * i 
Less—Intercst on amount paid Account .. Sat atic nate atte sah CORRS 23,879 15 2 
ht peiecmeny waa 3,366 10 10 mere 
— 904 8 8 
Contribution to Sinking Fund ..............0c08 es 06, 19995 
{ (seneral Plant Reserves «.fsshh-nshec0 Gaceeecon weer 2.000. 0 0 
Bon usin cals te oeseeabet deen aber meet anne 7,646 8 5 
Balance carried to Profit and Loss Aecumu- 
| lated 7A cCounta-cr eeteeereen ee one Usa Mee eh 9 
£23,879 15 2 £23,879 15 2 
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Inaugurated in 1911 the State Brickworks have to date drawn on the Treasury for capital to an 
extent of £82,326 4s. 8d. At the 30th June, £65,235 10s. had been repaid out of profits and reserves, and 
since that date the whole loan indebtedness has been returned to the Treasury. Moreover, out of profits, 
the management has spent a sum of £31,962 5s. 7d. in amplification works, and a further £220 11s. 1Cd. 
which, since the close of the year, has been transferred from the working to the reserve account at the 
Treasury. During their existence, therefore, the State Brickworks haye not only paid, but have, aftet 
selling the product at a price considerably less than their competitors, presented the State with a 
perfectly equipped business concern, entirely unencumbered. As will be seen from tke balance-shcct, the 
capital assets stand in the books at £64,472 6s. 2d., although they cost £114,509 2s. 1d., and are, no doult 
worth to-day more than the cost value. So that the measure of profit is not only the undistributed surplus 
of £71,953 4s. 2d. as shown, but, in addition, the difference between the present and book valucs of the 
capital assets and the saving in the cost of bricks to customers estimated at over £195,000 sinc> the 
inception of the works. 


At this stage in the history of industrial undertakings reference might be made to those activities 
which have been constantly profitable. The Brickworks are not alone in their continued success, but ar 
certainly amongst the more notable, inasmuch as it can be claimed that along with a few others, the one 
management has guided their destiny since the inception, and to their success may, no doubt, be attributed 
the absence of that authoritative interference, which has not always been of advantage to some undertakings. 


The balance-sheet of the Brickworks, as set out above, is one which is worthy of attenticn, in that 
it is a plain statement of the facts relative to a successful business, and can be so understood by even the 
casual observer. With the disappearance of the loan capital indebtedness, there reindin, on the liability 
side, the usual month’s creditors, and certain necessary small reserves besides the surplus profits. On the 
contra there are capital assets prudently reduced to a minimum, cash accounts at the Treasury ; less 
commitments, Governmental debtors, stocks which are included at cost (and in this instance cost is below 
selling value), and the balance of sundry prepaid amounts. In entering upon the current year, therefore, 
the Brickworks are not faced with appropriations for interest and sinking fund, but have merely to make 
ends meet. With a continuance of the efficient management which has characterised this undertaking, 
profits can hardly be avoided unless the product be sold at a figure which would make outside prices lock 
ridiculous. In proof thereof it need only be stated that, with the selling price at 53s. per 1,€C0 at the 
works as against 72s., which is the price charged by private concerns, the State Frickworks realised a net 
profit of £23,879 15s. 2d. for the year, or over 20 per cent. on the capital cost at 30th June. 


After providing for interest and sinking fund and setting aside a special reserve for plant rencwals 
and improvements, the management, with the approval of the Minister, appropriated an amount cf 
£7,646 8s. 5d. to provide a bonus for all employees. As shown, there remained an undivided surplus ct 
£12,771 18s. 8d., which was earried to the Accumulated Prolit and Loss Account, which now xmounts to 
£71,953 4s. 2d. 


Sales for the year reached a total of 42,408,562 bricks, the highest during the life of the works. Of 
this total 14,954,141 were taken by the Government and 27,454,421 by the public. The following table, 
which should be of interest, exhibits the sales for the last eight years :— 


Government. Private. Total. 
1915-16 ... 35,347,918 2,828,262 38,176,180 
1916-17 ... 22,402,283 6,127,621 28,529,904 
1917-18 ... 13,941,249 15,879,945 29,821,194 
1918-19 ... 20,907,284 14,863,730 35,771,014 
1919-20 ... 17,758,793 19,492,205 37,250,998 
1920-21 ... 19,327,374 19,230,679 38,558,053 
1921-22 ... 18,239,015 22,789,963 41,028,978 
1922-23 ... 14,954,141 27,454,421 42 408,562 


The total number of bricks manufactured since the inception of the works in 191] now amounts to 


370,122,000. 


For the year the savings realised by the Government through the agency of the Brickworks were 
£13,682, and by the public £21,019, and, from reliable data, the total savings during tke cleven years have 


reached £195,578. 


The 
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The comparison of the various working costs to earnings for the last two years is :— 


: Percentage of Working Expenses to Earnings. 
Head of Expenditure. 

1921-22. 1922-23. Increase. Decrease. 
Manufacturing —\Wag esupesnaann te rseenecesenesass 44°80 41°S9 Ba BR 2°91 
5 SEOLES acnenanc tacrtscsencntecsceehnaess 19°32 SSS te ee "45 
| Delivery—_Wapesiorcmsnemmisttscaccecrssre™ cunts 3°53 3°69 16. 5) i eee 
65 Oils A&C rcnetesetern: oes ce cana suse ntreeter 9:08 JPG) 208 | Sl eee 
Admintstration to cscvectcnesss evens oe ewscaceica hameeaat 2:25 3°00 CFS AE eee Forp icb 
renoral Hxpenses!s....ccescascnesessarsisasesenacnenseese 1:20 1:24 (4. See | Se eae 
Depreciation ........... Tate nenbiates sa renter Sno Gadasdachone 4°11 OE ye 8 ahaa “11 
84°29 S385. eens eeree 44 
Trading Proiit.ccccocsss-cocessveceats cccessaonssonsecnencers V5zAL 16°15 a ee ek rads005 

100°00 100°C0 


+ 


It is creditable that, amongst a list of low costs, Manufacturing Wages have lessened by almost 
3 per cent. of the earnings. This has been due in the main to a rearrangement made during the year in 
the duties of the staff and leading hands. No doubt the profit-sharing system, which has been in vogue 
since 1915, has had the usual high-pressure effect, and so has also contributed to the lessened 
cost. After a trial extending over seven years, the opinion of the General Manager that the 
substitution of the bonus system for that of payment for holidays, both statutory and good-conduct, 
as observed by Government Departments generally, has proved of untold benefit to all concerned, siould 
carry weight. Bricks have been produced and sold cheaper, employees have received added remuneration, 
and considerable profits to the State have been made, mainly thrcugh this instrumentality. 


Manufacture, during the period, has had to contend with machinery stoppages consequent on 
extensive overhauls. The cost of these repairs, &c., has been met from the special reserve previously 
set aside, and will be completed by utilising portion of the provision of £2,500 from this year’s profits. 


In the expense account it is noticed that Delivery, Oils, &¢., have consumed 2-08 per cent. more 
of the earnings than the corresponding figure of the preceding year. This may be accounted for by the 
fact that the bricks punted to and despatched from Pyrmont Depot reached the record total of 12,221,791. 


The slight rise or fall in other costs is negligible. It is worthy of note, however, that for each of 
the last three years the total relation of working expenses to earnings has been 84°89, 84:29, and 83-85 per 
cent. respectively. 

For the same period sales have realised £127,163 11s. lld., £186,957 4s. 6d., and £146,861 6s. 10d., 
the last mentioned being the record to date. 


As has, in effect, been previously stated, this undertaking commences a new year financially unfettered, 
living entirely within its own resources, with cash in the Treasury to meet all commitments. It is 
independent of market vagaries and is without menace from outside competition. The management has 
so used the undertaking that it has given the State an excellent and most valuable business free of cost, and 
each year it should confidently be expected to provide a continuing surplus, which must ultimately revert 
to the public funds. 


STATE 
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STATE METAL QUARRIES. 


BALANCE-SHEET as at 30th June, 1923, 


LIABILITIES. ASSETS. 
Capital Account— po ER atl, | ES GER aE ie cial 
.S. “Ki Seeerechraau satus anCauaiN ness “ee” inc etelscn ste 2 
Bath, O8pital «sescccoldcesen ens . 123,628 8 0 chee ia eae 9,258 1 7 
Reserve Account eh etic 5 28,057 6 3 S.S. 5s Kembla THEE Fee ener met nee senor s betes eeenes 10,098 19 6 
aa Kiama Quarry— 
eet cele soplicd toe 151,685 14 3 Land and Residence vse: 10,393 16 6 
Boducuan or rs ee Plant and Machinery ..,...00..0+.0 12,720 16 10 
| Capital A 10,000 00 Horses 8 00 e nee ccs ee tes ner eecees serceenae 563 6 5 
New Works 28,057 6 3 Vehicles and Harness ............... S05 ome 
i 38.057 6 3 Tramways and Rolling Stock...... 1 OL ee 
aad 113.628 8 0 Buildings and Structures............ VARs aN St 
‘ ——— 53,895 3 10 
, | Port Kembla Quarry— 
Plant and Machinery «.......... .. Tela 
| Sundry Creditors— Buildings and Structures .......... 4,357 0 7 
| : vathwaiyiieaanncsmeesOecomer onecreae se 3,400 2 7 
SU RHGOR wee cca Nas actcaes rcidnueesaunee 10,446 6 9 DUD stablOnmcmat cam eec eee eet 79 14 6 
Colonial Treasurer ............... me 7 Al INewaQuarcysy nes strecaeie ce wa diiees Nees 1) 
LOL Seoespednue enenerr 8,585 2 6 mae, UB Th 
Less Holiday Pay ... 2,485 15 10 
— 6,149 6 8 Ma-tin’s Creek Quarry— 
29 35D 0) 6 Meageholditcscdeccueikmersenaececasts 821 14 7 
Reserve for Recreation Leave,.......  ssssseceeees T2604 Plant and Machinery................. 7,562 12 3 
Reserve for Bad and Doubtful Debts ............ 350 0 0 DPMWELYB TEs cases ce cau oewe ssn tase 1,022 6 3 
Buildings and Structures .......... fPasey HR) 
Railways Extension geen. tee neeeeeeet 150 0 0 
OfitcesHurnituremss.ccccee ssn en se 7 13 10 
Profit and Loss Account— Dam and Water Service ............ 294 8 3 
Railway, Stdin Pyr.c.cdenencecnesaces se 466 18 3 
Accumulated to 30th June, 1922 41,987 9 7 —— l5;c52 47 0 
Profit for year 1922-23, after pro- 
vision for Interest, Bonus, &c. 13,553 13 9 Bombo Quarry— 
= 65,8418 4 PFC h Geen erent aaregh re wireker aa cusee: 11,010 10 0 
4 Plantcancs Machinenyas.:-as-cmssses 8,081 17 2 
Buildings and Structures........ ... D709 1479 
TRG Spain peP(C LIAN? ooo enorooancuns bosconsHc 4,156 6 5 
Quarry Establishments ............. 1,267 15 11 
SpallssPlanth sactanitetessacrticere: 169 15 3 
30,485 19 6 
| De ivery— 
| Steam and Motor Wagyons......... 12,885 14 10 
Buildings and Structures ......... 2,886 18 10 
Bowser Petrol Installation ......... 208 10 5 
Motori Car menreterars en dre neo cel 551 15 0 
16,532 19 1 
| Office Filtings and Furmiture ............  .ssecrsesees 404 18 7 
151,685 14 3 
IG IWAN KOEN TOM 5 coosasgeopndvs ogo.  pdancbnbcoce 625 jae o 
; 88,968 6 9 
| Improve :nts at Qrarries ......cecccecee  ceneee eee ees 2,695 10 6 
(SLES Ohne Tei (thn csneasqandosidcaasogeendcna — Hacedabounc Helo 058ml 2 a6 
FePTOPAV IMENTS aescescewan scree otelaan deste Pees ones 1H 8) 3 
SESUNGEYeDEDLOlSu ea trescsnrtnance seers 41,612 19 8 
| = Less — 
Reserve on Account of sales..... sco 0 O 
eee 10812710 8 
Hoppers, Blu3’s FoInt, &C.........cse0ee  ceeeree eves 1.106 14 10 
| Deposits On Contracts........ sees ceeee  veeeeeeeeees 745 4 0 
| Cash— : 
Consolidated Revenue Account... 2,853 11 8 
Special Deposits Account ......... 40,256 17 11 
if RESETVE ACCOUDE ..ucssecesesdecresere AYO NS) 
eee dy 158510) 6 
£192,998 1 5 £102,998 1 8 

We have audited the Balance-sheet of the State Metal Quarries, above set forth. We have obtained 
all the information and explanations we have required. an ; 

Tn our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the 
state of the Undertaking’s affairs according to the best of our information and the explanations given us, and | : 
as disclosed by the books, accounts, and vouchers of the Undertaking. a 

Department of Audit, C. W. CLIK FORD. | 
11th August, 1923. R. G, GRAY, 
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Trapinc Account fer Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


2) he Gk oy 8... ds 
To Quarry Working Expenses ........ stele see wecbone 53,375 “2° 2] By Salescacs ..cch. ae catinsccsetaveeye. een eae eae 227,788 16 6 
Cransportmamemen ccm DerigceoroscGyecascdont 6,163 8 10 Reents es traadiys iceuccnetaners bosonteteenneh ose meee re uee eee 577 14 8 
Super vision'en.cacessisscen eee eee 3,933 12° 10 Miscellaneous Salesiew secs ease eee 122.155 
POW CL Mae tnnsperestenca ta ekeneseventessarmeessenye Gee 63548 12 9 Freights earned ... ........ Pte cdeseinrmaanonieh ’ 217 15 3 
Purchases— ££ Bide i 
Metal see eereeae: salah net 1556. 9ag4 
Spalls <.y..jcesdeacastteet sive 13,898 18 11 ' 
iot0n OU 
Delivery Expenses— fie teak 
Rail Freighf........... Seetticeni 52,545 14 6 
Sea GO! Wesbisr sens eee ig yg a ay 9 
W Hertage ss: atic. cot .ctss . 2,030 14 9 
61,539 4 10 
S.8. §* Kiama ”-— eer 
Rixpenkes sec tcsetiasecect: UAHA ERT st 
Stevedoring .iiiiii..iiee 6;292 9 4 
Repairs mens, eten cence 1,228 12 0 
e 15,128 18 9 
8.8. “ Kembla ”— 
EX POMses (53s ins tisssts eects 53347 2 4 
StOVedOriee ji ces.-claereene 45915 18 9 
Repairs sei seh ree 2,391 14 4 
—- 12,587 15 5 
SEGAU WV aOMONS sircttlaitesiicrsectceccncie iss os 6,453 7 3 
FRCS MIL ARAEGH. cine ita Abeta eet ees tana 667 5 10 
Rent and Royalty on Quarry Land ............ 668 16 10 
Cottage Maintetiative 2... .......ii...cc0cthbaasnel eke a4 2 
Gross Profit carried down ........c ie 45,762 14 2 
£228;707 1 10 1'228,707 1 10 
Prorit aNnD Less Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 
£8, a. PT au 
To Adniinistration, Ji0i.......028. Pe rere aarti ce 2,806 6 3 | By Gross Profit from Trading Account ............ 45,762 14 2 
REMC dt eid Ollco peter eeeitenccsceneneaens Syeawat 325 0 0 Interest on Investments .......... eeiee st When nba 520 811 
Lighting do SAGLMONECERORa: Sy sysoc0dEn obec 2211 2 Interest on Reserve Account at Treasury...... 55 7 3 
AMES On VeSITER) Payee perseeaso ot sedooduondn Gmabouro cadtascs 133 18 5 
Stationery, Camps p0cc. shi .cetstietics cara sedee ren 543 2 6 
Travelling aud Car Mxpenses ..).i...cb sili ek 491 13 3 
Atidit’ Mees USAT Visti chtaeceeveest ae ceeseesshanies 150 0 6 
Exchange ic. litite iss iaaece cee ieeed aon teaeeeae 68 12 3 
Tnisurrance, 27 oer eset ties eae ae a oa Ee 4:356 17 11 
Holiday Pay, Siti tiiii.coktimesaccnmetsvcoeemenene 2,435 15 10 
DepreGintiGn. bimety cc thera muamentaiirareatsennects 9,450 6 1 
Compensation, Claims oot joce-c-ssscesseeqcessn are 10t19 2 
Balance transferred to Profit and Loss Ap- 
propriation Account ..... pabeeete eR one 25,459 7 6 
£16,338 10 4 £46,333 lu 4 


Prorit anp Loss Appropriation Account, 30th June, 1923. 


oo aches £ gh ds 
i To Interest oh Capita “aii ssitt: pievae ate seentsiees 5,379 2 2] By Balance transferred from Profit and Loss 
| Binking Fuad iyo yr nats eae ee eee 377 411 Wecound soi Asses stat danas Renae eto eate ae 25,459 7 6 
Bonus—Staff and employees .., 8,585 2 6 
Less—Holiday Pay ........c:.cee0e 2,435 15 10 
- - 6,149 6 8 
| Palance carried to Profit & Loss Accumulated 13,553 13 9 


£25,459 7 6 


Prorit AND Loss 


£25,459 7 6 


as ea eee Pa BET ET oe Ce Pa en ee 


AccuMULATED Account, at 30th June, 1923. 


To Balance carried forward ........ccccescececseccevece 


ee eh Gl 
55,541 3 


ESL SPS 


; BR thi 

4 | By Balanea at 30th June, 1922 ............ceseeseeene 41,987 9 7 
Net Profit transferred from Profit and Loss 

Appropriation Account.........66605 seen 13,553 13. 9 


£55,541 3 4 


it 


The. year’s tradi has proved the most profitable in the life of the Undertaking. The year eridcd 
30th June, 1922, as already reported, marked the adoption of thore prudential trading. The pronounced 
betterment for that period caused the following mention to appear in the latest report : — 


“The accounts now presented appear to indicate departure from the debata ible policy of manage- 
ment commented on from time to time in these reports. For example, the steamers were not engaged in 
extraneous charters at a loss to the Undertaking; freighting the metal of competitors has been discontinued ; 
sales in large quantities are not made to the trade, nor has the practice of giving extended terms to municipal 
councils, to the detriment of the working funds, been recently followed.” 


Those remarks are in a greater degree applicable to the year just closed, inasmuch as the accounts 
indicate that the assets of the business have been employed in marketing the product won from the State’s 
own quarries. The Manager entered into one large contract with a council at a reduced price at a time 
when he held large stocks, and competition was keen. In the main, however, heavy business, outside of 
Governmental requirements, with municipal and shire councils was transacted at profitable prices. 


The year closed with a trading profit of £27,895 3s. 4d. as against £18,530 15s. 8d., a betterment of 
£9,364 7s. 8d. In conformity with previous years, the profit and loss account discloses a net result, after 
taking into account an item for good conduct and holiday pay. This amount, £2,435 15s. 10d., was, as usual, 
paid in anticipation of the yearly bonus, but should more correctly be an appropriation, and for that 
reason is shown by deduction in the Appropriation Account. 

The profit betterment of £9,364 7s. 8d. is the more satisfactory inasmuch as the earnings decreased 
from £232,460 2s. 6d. to £229,282 18s., or by £3,187 4s.6d. An examination of the trading costs indicates a 


considerable increase in efficiency. 


Service. 1921-22. 1922-23, 

£ s. d. = EE wk 
Quarry Working ......cseesesssenseeereceeneereeees 64,720 18 11 63,310 2) 2 
Transport .......cecsecsenscnsesccencescsscesscescnees 10,504 4 11 6,463 8 10 
General Supervision .........cscseseneseeeenseeeseeee 4,167 18 6 3,933 12 10 
IRON GIE cacconondnepbodncosooneadsonupooodcnocdodr adctisoune 6,005 10 1 6,548 12 9 

Purchases— 

Spalls, Port Kembla .........ssseseseeseeeeeees 3,096 7 4 13,898 18 11 
WVie halen ecteoneneeeces cee ccecesians <ellels n\eewresisise 4,266 1 9 556) 9 1 
Delivery Expenses.........-sssssseeeeeeeeeeenee eee es : 63,243 13 0 61,539 4 10 
S.S. Kiama, Expenses ........ccsccsessssssceveesers 16,187 16 1 15,128) 18" 9 
+ | 8.8. Kembla, Expenmses.........sccsecssessesesoeres 12,799 9 5 12,687 15 5 
Steam and Motor WaggonsS ...sseceseeeeeeseeees 10,104 7 6 6,463 7 3 
Miscellaneous ExpenseS —..seessseeeesesseeeeeees 1,404 13 6 1,348 16 10 
Profit and Loss [tems' ...........0.scccerssesesssees 20,738 5 2 | 20,879 2 10 
£217,239 6 2 203,823 10 6 


The figures disclose that, whilst earnings decreased by 14 per cent., working costs were lowered by 
over 6 per cent., which is evidence that the increased profit of the year was made by cutting costs, and at 
the same time lowering prices, not increasing them. 

There is in the expense account a decrease of £15,415 15s. 8d. In view of the considerable increase 
in the purchase of spalls at Port Kembla it should be mentioned that during the year ended 30th June, 
1922, the Port Kembla quarry was worked partly by the Management and partly by the Harbours and 
Rivers Branch of the Public Works Department. During last year all metal crushed at Port Kembla was 
purchased from the Department, the stone so purchased being too small to use on the breakwater. The 
most noticeable saving is in the running cost of steam and motor waggons, and is largely explained by the 
replacement of steam by motor transport. For a direct cost of £6,463 7s. 3d., the waggons earned £11,273 
6s. 7d., and are now a very profitable adjunct of the business. 

The Undertaking has four quarries operating, viz., Kiama, Port Kembla, Martin’s Creek, and Bombo ; 
two steamers freighting portion of the output of Kiama Quarry, to Woolloomooloo hoppers and 
harbour wharves and a fleet of waggons transporting to customers. The total metal sold during the year 
was 363,578 tons. : 

Owing to the acquirement of additional assets the charge for depreciation and insurance rose from 
£12,599 5s. to £13,807 4s., the added expense being incurred mainly through the opening up of a new quarry 
at Bombo, which is now second to Kiama in output. 

At this date the State has capital assets in this Undertaking which cost £151,685 14s. 3d., besides 
other asset improvements, which have been financed from working funds. The cost of these improvements 


is being written off over short periods, and now stands at £2,695 10s. 6d. Of the above amount, 
£151,685 14s, 3d. 


989 


390 
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£151,685 14s. 3d., only £88,968 6s. 9d. remains as book value, £62,717 7s. 6d. having been written off by 
depreciation. Of the total cost the Treasury has provided £123,628 8s. from the General Loan Account, 
£10,000 of which have been repaid. Out of profits the Undertaking has invested £28,057 6s. 3d. in 
additional assets, and, if occasion arises, there is out of a total accumulated profit of £55,541 3s. 4d., a 
sum, £17,483 17s. 1d., still available for investment within the business on the authority of the Minister. 

The financial position at the 30th June was exceptionally satisfactory. The balance of profit for 
the year, after providing for interest, sinking fund and bonus, was £13,553 13s. 9d., which, added to the 
accumulated surplus, brought the total undistributed profits to £55,541 3s.4d. The certified stock remained 
fairly constant. Creditors, including the Colonial Treasurer, for interest, &c., amount to £22,352 Os. 6d., 
a considerable reduction on those of the previous period. Debtors for £40,842 19s. &d. are certified gccd, 
and are almost wholly for metal supplied during the last two months of the year. 

There is, at the same time a cash credit balance on the working account of £40,256 17s. 11d., which 
with other funds leaves a cash asset of £44,203 13s. 6d. There is also a depreciation reserve of £62,717 
7s. 6d., which in a measure has been used within the business, and is either in cash or easily realisable assets 


such as debtors and stocks. 
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BUILDING CONSTRUCTION BRANCH. 


BAvANCE-SHEET as at 30th June, 1923, 


Capital Account— 
General Loan Account 
Public Works Fund 
Land Valuation 


seeteeeee 


ee er ere) 


cree er 


Reduction of Capital 26,663 $ 6 LessuWepreciation etc... 
New Works ......... vie 520 4 4 
————— 34,183 12 10 Stockweecgerrctcaeetcceenesecacs 
| ————— S48 0 O | Works in Progress ..............5 
: ; Sundry Dabtors ..........:......060 
Sundry; Creditorsi<...0c.ece ee ee 12,899 7 11 Reserve Account, as per Public 
Advances against Works in ACCOMULEME TNS 2 irericc deaiehes 
BPIOgrasSeee eee et cer ee ee es 135,250 8 6 
| Reserve for Workmen’s Compensa- Special Deposits Account, as per 
| TAS se ScOee badder de ccs OSeee beep eer te Meco Ean 1,569 8 1 Pubiie Accounts... .0..5... 4.00. 
Reserve for Good Conduct Pay ...0 wees 1,460 6 0 Less Unrecouped Vouchers ... 
| Reserve for Liabilities under 
CONUIACtSEE eho ccecttonmeies | | | Ghee esos 2,000.0) Oo fF Cashy inn Wand (.s.cissscceasseen ere 
Seiganteee 0,492 3 5 


| General’ Reserves........0...:0 000 .cceee 


| Profit and Loss— 
Profit to 30th June, 1922 ...... 


UR acudacSeoou see eC Se DBA Meee 


LIABILITIES. | ASSETS, 

ee Eeaul se fe el s. d Ese 

Landi ssreiecewtsrcn ie epiacatcncces Misi 2 15e) 320 

25,964 1 10 Buildittgs 0c aca. 7,294 11 4 

699 6 8 Machinery and Plant ............ 18,669 1 10 

848 0 0 Motor Car and Lorries ............ 4,534 3 4 

1,020 4 4 Office Furniture and Equipment... 249 5 9 

—-——-——__- Development Expenses............ Dish 4 4 


Less Profits applied to— £ 5. d. 


£234,892 3 10 


35,031 12 10 
18,698 19 7 


ee 16,332 13 3 | 
Sen 2,442 2 3. 
etn: 144,397 8 9 
Lieeatad 24,669 13 11 
Pierce 4,311 0 5 


68,546 15 11 
26,962 10 8 

eee eee ere Si se 
ie; 1,155 0 0| 


£234,892 3 j0 


Department of Audit, 


Buitpinc Construction Braxcu TRADING 


25th September, 1923. 


We hive audited the Balance-sheet of the Building Construction Branch, above set forth. We have obtained, 
all the information and explanations we have required. 

In our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state | 
of the Undertaking’s affairs according to the best of our information and the explanations given us, and as disclosed 
by the books, accounts, and vouchers of the Under taking. 


oO. W. CLIFFORD. 
R. G. GRAY. 


Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


San seed, 

To Works in progress, Ist July, 1922............... 164,801 9 3 | By Works completed ......... 
YEO SMM Mohs canes aesbetsai Now cohesews seemnesccsers 63,930 4 7 Miscellaneous Tr ading Receipts . 
TLE ST es al ARI es een 93,738 13 5 N\orksiin Progressiertsacdns:: 
Mavabenance Ofte lantictes cues .csccensencsssstjoaces OO) 7 Fy 

5s IB ail dings ta aswecceaotse ces seen 1610 9 
SUPOr MSI MOTEINEN ceysneces sateincincse eer tevesiver ens 1,357 9 O 
Expenses —Yard, Store, and Workshops ...... 20 Siem ea 
MMIC Pal TAGES Peisacsess'esate ve vadoonicadionn eters vice We Bl 
Gross Profit transferred to Profit and Loss 

PRE COUN GE ataern cece Cuieraer ts eeeiluce re encueh ep eueon 7, lS0m3 acl 


£343,942 8 4 


b dos oppepaReedcoCoAan. 129,099 6 8 


Le std 
Ranienente 213,972 16 9 
sete ame caoeney 870 411 


| 


£343,942 8 4 | 


Marousra Quarry Trapvinc Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923, 


ese a; fifa. 

To Works in progress, Ist July, 1922 ............... TORTS Se || Dy Salesman can sesecenersoeeet fenaeiece ctevs ses 14,780 10 0 

WAP CS Miircti carcass sscny step bisleth ce tveat cause teianes vse DAN] By Ae Works in Progress .......++4 PA an rao nesaee 15,298) 21 
Maintenance of Plant.............. forse WWD Bisa si a 1,096 4 1 
. BUildIN OS gv ecesce dene esvow cents IES aed 
¥ SoOrey-streetiesscsscscnanecsnes SON one 
Mess-room Alterations, &C. ... ...cccseccvecesconses 125 6 8 
Works Expenses ........+4. SoGdNoe CoC AGe noSOuUaOnG. 954 6 6 
VGC Urie EO Welie. sease tis oeas tneksocinuisleteaissienelietece 975 0 4 
BUGEOESIOL EY. CUAT GOS va000c5s)<.nesevisierscedeveninns 1,270 2 11 


Gross Profit transferred to Profit and Loss 


NCCOMMUR ee nits dunia nie ses 


oo 
oo 
(SC) 
a 
— 
7) 
=) 


£30,078 12 1 


£30,078 12 1 
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Prorit AND Loss Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


£ d. 


Sy Eh Ce 
Mo Manarementrpmecscssurcccessnare se eeaaeee eee teat 6,987 2 5 4 By Gross Profit from Building Construction 
Office Expenses ....syscccasusens:}sspanusraag caper gn ¢ 573 5 0 Trading’ Account........0..02. seeresseeeeeereees 17,189- 32 
Rent of OM Ges: 2s iccses,anseeeeosenasseeuctatns ee. 349 0 0 Gross Profit from Maroubra Quarry Trading 
Fire Ingnrance s....sqratenrscceroa-ceartnneneaessaieaere 57 8 4 PCCUUIG wane rotess teins sane eon reuanhnasomiesecan tee Baer 0 
Depreciation .2.2/) Gsisstnepeaceeeotares kha eon ers 1,455 9 § Interest on Reserve Account,..... ..ccssceeesseeers 222 9 6 
Holiday and Good Conduct Pay .........56 Paes 4,104 16 9 
Employers’ Liability Insurance .................. 16200 eee: 
Audi§ Bees .. joc ca ccyig cans eeeepeemee tes aseds tio peanbiee 150 0 O 
Balance tranferred to Profit and Loss Appro- 
priatioH AGBORND ...,. .crilscasssesccsbetairhcssi 5,814 15 “J 
£20,749 8 7 £20,749 8 7 
Prorit AND Loss ApproprIaATION Account, 30th June, 1923. 
a ss dls £ s. d, 
To Bonus to Manager and Staff .............. .....00 695 19 7] By Balance transferred from Profit and Loss © ' 
Balance to Profit’ and Loss Accumulated : Account "t.cth. techie en cae ee nee ee 5,814 15. 1 
A CCOUDE icticuee cuttaeneee areola co eer ene ae ots 15 76 
£5,814 15 1 £5,814 15 1 
Prorit and Loss AccumuLATED Account, at 30th June, 1923 
[ £ ¢- 9 8 
| To Balance carried forward .. ...c::.cccccessenseeceeess 75,572 011 | By Profit to 30th June, 1922............ 69,971 1 2 
| Refund of Contributions to Sinking 
Fund by Maroubra Quarry...... 282 13 3 
———— [70,253 14 5 
Profit, 1922-23, from Appropriation Account 5,118 15 6 
3 | BRS pe. 
£75,372 9 11 | £75,372 9 11 
——— | Se 


The year’s trading exhibits a decreased turnover from £240,078 3s. 2d. to £208,748 11s. 6d., or 13 per 
cent. Expenses also decreased from £231,861 18s. 1d. to £203,156 5s. 1ld., or 12:38 per cent. After 
appropriating an amount of £695 19s. 7d. as a bonus to staff and employees, there remains an undistributed 
profit of £5,118 15s. 6d. to be added to the accumulated profit, which now totals £75,372 9s. 11d. 


As the net profit for the year is slightly less than 2} per cent. on the turnover, it can be under- 
stood that estimates for tenders are reduced to the lowest margin consistent with safety, and as practically 
all the work is performed for the State, the net cost to the Government is the actual cost price of the work. 


The Building Construction Branch is at liberty to tender for Government work, and if that tender 
be the lowest the Undertaking obtains the contract, and usually not otherwise. It proves a corrective to 
any possibility of high outside tendering. 


Apart from the repair work executed for various Departments and the stone won from Maroubra 
Quarry for the City Railway, it might be said that the other business of the Building Construction Branch 


is now mainly obtained in open competition. 


Expenditure on additional plant and motor vehicles has increased the capital provided from working 
account, by £2,332 5s. 2d., to £7,520 4s. 4d. ‘It will be seen from the balance-sheet that the amount of 
capital funds obtained from the Treasury, £26,663 8s. 6d., has been repaid, and that apart from occupied 
land, which is valued at £848 (not paid for), and the Lye capital which is owing to the business, the 
State has an asset which creates a yearly saving, and which is, moreover, no expense to the public funds. 
Not only so, but it had, at 30th June, cash in hand, or at the Treasury, £74,012 16s. 4d. After allowing 
for vouchers unpaid at the Treasury, there was a cash balance of £47,050 5s. 8d. 


Mention must also be made of the various reserves set aside out of profits, which total £26,191 8s., 
irrespective of reserves for good conduct and holiday pay, and workmen’s compensation. 
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STATE MONIER PIPE AND REINFORCED CONCRETE WORKS. 


BALANCE-SHEET as at 30th June, 1923. 


LIABILITIES. ASSETS. 
‘ PR Gk itt ole St Sie le hes ach Kev 
Capital— Property Accounts— 
General Loan Account ............ 17,068 ~6 4 Aan ee camer aces eresesescrvacesiees con 6,500 Q Q 
yeserve AGcount .c.ccersses. sce scae cs 11,652 10 10 Factory Buildifigs............... ser eee 5,428 12 1 
Susary Crediton ssc. aces cerns 3,600 0 O Hactory Plant 71. ....ccccscecsecese 9,138 9 8 
Special Deposits Account ......... 10,767 18 10 Office Furniture o0.... 20... ceecerc ees S208 DMO 
Hume Pipe Plant .............+000 10,663 56 I 
43,088 16 0 Patent Rights new Pressure 
Less Profits applied to New BIDE Res server sartetcentssassoheresc cod 11,033 3 2 
WW OLKS ..cccseseh: chpRocchestaenscatiac 11,652 10 10 5 op anaes 
———_—_——— 31,4386 5 2 43,088 16 0 
: Less Depreciation  .........sessesee 34,601 19 1 
Working Capital (£xpenditure Sus- ——— 8,586 16 11 
PREM CA) case eccaceotaenscetentcee: pater can eeetenes 10,000 0 
Gash AeCCOMDES mt rasierarscerteteersccaciiesgenet esiearascan 126 4 G 
SUNnGRV ACR OdILOTS: 20, <qscetser cc esc coer este omer eccnr ees: 6.706) 3 8 
Dopositgem Contracts. nccec;c-ccerecp<tscacectcensoveocess 8€9 19 0 
Proit and Loss Account— 
Accumulated to 30th June, 1922...42,160 4 4 Special Deposits Account— 
At Treasury, as per Public 
Balance carricd forward for INCCOUNDSEE costae tecetimodnedcee ss 22-513 18) 10 
VBR att Weg caivcincaiss cc cgeianie cs 4,518 0 1 Add Collections in transit ......... 580 14 0 
46,678 4 5 »» cLransfer to Capital «........ 10,767 18 10 
33,862 11 8 
Deduct Unrecouped payments ... 4,016 17 10 
——— 29,845 13 10 
Reserve Account— 
As per Public Accounts ............ 3,405 9 1 
PAT PACRES VET CeAe BA bosbaC AGenoe GOs 175 14 4 
se —— 3,581 3 5 
SUNGEVE DODLOL Simic ce sdecetec re ceccess ones seated tu scececases 17,009 2 0 
Sundry, CONUACIS | crscccdsesecesees scree 16,369 2 6 
ESS ERESOLVE an tention ence ce heater gees 4,600 0 0 
———_———  ]1,769 2 6 
Stocks erate Bete eons aCe sea eas Sins Slecialp'a save 23 L000 Lae at. 
Tees Geserue ae etc ctcectoriche 5,730) 6) -6 
——— 235022 11 1 
£94,820 13 3 £94,820 13 3 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the State Monier Pipe and Reinforced Concrete Works above set 
forth. We have obtained all the information and explanations we have required. In our opinion this Balance- 
sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Undertaking’s affairs 
according to the best of our information and the explanations given us and as disclosed by the books, accounts, 
and vouchers of the Undertaking. 


Department of Audit, C. W. CLIFFORD. 
10th August, 1923. BG, GRAY. 
Factory Trapina Account for Year ended 30th June, 1923. 
Leese od | BARES ott 
To Value cf Stock at Ist July, 1922 ............. cease OF Bad TUN b  BY Sales ess. onc: sas csace sovcpenns sn tecpacsrtvasacetzerasa ven 39,936 9 5 
SHEGHOSGS Me couscesraccacrssrisdscanicrsvenetsesntosonetes 21,885 12° 6 Miscellaneous Reventess.:...ccsctesscssseese arrose 646 16 1 
WAZES.....0-0-000, nS IOE TIO aga RRR Ue ae ee 4 O92 eo Beh eae ere er ok eras casinek sau e can nntec eres ertesab ease eh 
Repairs—Buildings and Plant ................se0ee 466 16 3 LOCK Breede ear anatiotreres taecnenuerewecese sian) 28-7) Lie yee 
PEGS OSME COIN Retr ree ch cote sieiiceeaneenes. renters we 5,007 19 6 
Balance, being Gross Profit ................. havoa ee 9,418 7 6 
£69,302 14 1 £69,302 14 1 
Prorit AND Loss Account for Year ended 30th June, 1923. 
fi 85.4: Le Sse CL: fs. a 
To Administration Expemses............:00:c0008 seseveee 2,522 310] By Gross Profits— 
SIPMOITAMERDGUSER Ch. casts: sd cressiden sas sieevecs oi vee 500 8 9 IRA COOCW med egirsscseasay see tot oe tl8' 7. G 
JAE GTA TEN BRE Seog Seana, 5 aN i Re AIS 92 11 0 Compractd crn sbercincuascens Oster ome , 
PeMRUALE DY ares ces teotaitncsstmsasssrstowe acted 963 22 so te«Ctt«aB HN U6 8 
Reserves for Renewals .............csescceseceseeerores 3,212 9 3 Enbeneainn mticsuces cot cor earcogsasssessce es sete 534 3 3 
Balance transferred to Profit and Loss Appro- TNteLenh OW GRCHOLVES co. sce. caense-oeeen von 1,290 9 8 
PE PLASMON CA CCOUNG S) scyisssustrcenedh stsariics emoies sce 11,583 14 2 
£18,174 9 £18, U74 39552 
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Prorit AND Loss APPROPRIATION Account, 30th June, 1923. 


aS, Cs £ 8. a; 
To Reserve for Investigating new Methods of Pipe By Balance transferred from Profit and Loss Ac- ; 

Manu facture ¥..,.0.20ctuteesns ae eee eee are 600 0 0 GOOD ees sats ‘veh een da ¥e’ seet eh aeVasasgesceeee 11,583 1k 2 
Reserve for Renewals ......... cecsscese se-esees woe 400 BORO 
An », Liability on Contracts ..........cc00: 1,000 0 0 
IntéerestidueongCapitaleamenscoedtan eres 1, 99D La) 
Sinking Hund) Contributionmensasdaicccsces omnes DO male 
Bonus to Staff and Employees......... ...ssscseneeee 2,013 4 4 
Balanee carried forward .......ccsescessnceccecseeesh 4,518 O 1 

£11,580,14 72 £11,583 14 2 


Prorit axnp Loss AccumuLaTEp Account, at 30th June, 1923. 


5) Bench £ gia, dd. 

To Balance carried forward Ko.cnssaseehsthisscies toss 46,678 4 51 By Balance brought forward..........:s0s00 sresscseseeess 42,160° 4 4 
Balance from Appropriation Account .........+6 4,518 0 1 

£46,678 4 5 £46,678 4 5 

ST 


These works closed another successful year with a trading profit of £11,583 14s. 2d. Ofthis amount, 
£3,000 were appropriated for additional reserves, £2,052 9s. 9d. for interest on invested capital and a con- 
tribution to the Sinking Fund, and £2,013 4s. 4d. for bonus to staff and employees, leaving £4,518 Os. 1d. 
to be carried forward to the accumulated profits of the business, which now amount to £46,678 4s. 5d. 


The following table indicates that the profits from the manufacturing and contracting branches of the 
industry have been fairly equally divided during the past two years. The profits from contracting, which 
increased from 14-08 per cent. of the total in 1921 to 51-33 per cent. in 1922, have practically maintained 
their position for this year, there being an actual stated increase of £242 4s. 3d., although the pcrcentage 
is proportionately 3-05 per cent. less. Manufacturing profits increased by £922 9s. 1d., from £5,070 19s. 9d. 
to £5,993 8s. 10d., but this amount is still far short of that earned in 1920-21. Contracting is, in turnover, _ 
assuming a commanding position in the business. At 30th June contract debtors amounted to £19,797 
12s. 1d., which was partly offset by contract creditors of £3,428 10s. 1d. A liability reserve has been 
created in past years, which was added to during this period by £1,000, and now amounts to £4,600. 


For the last two years the trading profits have been £10,419 0s. 10d. and £11,583 Ids. 2d. 
respectively, and have been contributed to as follows :— 


1921-22. | 1922-23. 
Item of Cost. | 
Amount. Percentage. | Amou t Percentage. 
= | 
£ s. d. £ 8. .d: 
Manulactiring iscasrcnraotestorecessnceueceneeneseese ememseeeneenent 5,070 19 9 48°67 5,993 8 10 51°74 
Contracting eteenssecin ares ceecen tert solide Mie teetrentseireter sae 5,345 1 1 ose 5,590 5 4 48°26 
£} 10,419 O 10 10000 11,583 14 2 100:00 - 


Sundry debtors, guaranteed good, £17,009 2s., are less than last year’s figure of £20,145 19s., whilst 
creditors are less by approximately £500. The business is in the happy position of having considerable 
surplus funds with which to take advantage of discounts and to pay cash for advantageous quotations for 
steel, &c. 

The following table indicates the comparison of factory working expenses to earnings, other than 


contracting, for the last two years :— 


1921-22, 1922-23, 
Item of Cost. ; = 
Amount. Oe nti Amount, Perens 
£ he Gk £ S..8d: 
Materials bine nctes tan sedate selscsde can coineiteatit ence sulci mrecrer cei 24,775 15 10 54:20 22,676 11 3 51:09 
Wages 5. Sian State dec enattns tes tedauceeancotnaicste sence mean aaa Oe 5,182 1 0 11°34 4,993 7 5 11°25 
Trade Iixpenses and Repairs ......... IG raceetei iota aint eaten C22 eae 13°61 5,474 15 9 12333 
AA Ministha tlonisresce eects vaecteshe scene ecreecenecemee nee eee Weipa? Oe fs) 3°78 1,681 (9 2 3°79 
General Expenses = Cenniaccseestacanteraeemii ee aeatereesen ome rcn yy. 7p ial “43 355 13 2 ‘SO 
Reserves stor Kenge wal sieve cmccsssecta cm meneneiteincac iacemrcn ie 24) Fl 5°55 SCL ae 7°24 
Trading Profits... c.ccecussccctoeeonsecrmitnpeeeatiar uc es Sane cee 5,070 19 9 11°09 5,993 8 10 13°50 
£| 45,712 14 6 100:00 44,387 14 10 100-00 


Hy 


As will be seen, factory earnings decreased from £45,712 14s. 6d. to £44,387 14s. 10d., but the profit 
jnereased to £5,993 8s. 10d. from £5,070 19s. 9d. The total costs decreased from 88-91 per cent. to 86-50 
per cent. owing mainly to a drop of over 3 per cent. in the cost percentage of materials, 


To purchase and finance this business the Treasury has been called on to an extent of £27,068 6s. 4d., 
of which £10,000 was provided for working capital. As security for the advance of £17,068 6s. 4d. from the 
General Loan Account of the State there are Capital Assets which have cost £43,088 16s. These assets 
have, by the provision of heavy reserves, been reduced in the books to the nominal figure of £8,586 16s. 11d. 
When it is realised, too, that the assets contain the New South Wales patent rights of the Hume pipe process, 
and other patent rights, it will be clear that the necessity for additional reserves has ceased to exist. 


The balance-sheet exhibits, further, the prosperous condition of the working funds. Inthe Treasury, 
at 30th June, there were £25,919 7s. lld. Adjusting transfers raise this sum to £33,426 17s. 8d. As it is 
not the policy of the management, however, to suggest a levy on the General Loan Funds for additional 
capital, the amount of £10,767 18s. 10d., which has been spent from the profits in purchasing new capital 
assets, will, no doubt, remain as an investment of the profits in the business. The financial position may 
therefore be summed up as follows :—Available cash, £27,671 19s. 9d.; debtors reduced by a reserve {o 
£28,778 4s. 6d., and stocks also heavily reduced by reserves to £23,032 11s. 1d., in all £79,482 15s. 4d. 
Against this are creditors and working capital, amounting to £16,706 3s. 8d., leaving a surplus of £62,776 
Ils. 8d. 


There are profits unappropriated of £46,678 4s. 5d., and reserves of £44,837 5s. 7d., in all £91,515 1Cs. 
available to repay the Treasury for an outlay of £27,068 6s. 4d. 


28561—B 7 STATE 
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STATE BAKERY. 


BALANCE-SHEBT as at 3lst December, 1922. 


LIABILITIES, ASSETS. 
ek £ 8. a. oe Pe E £1 os. vad. 
Capital— pF i hy M tht OSS Me ea fa? 1,000 0 0 
General Loan Account ......... 15,435 14 11 Business Premises ........ Wins cussh gh has 7,785 2 8 
Reserve Account..............ssc0s0 5,428 11 4 PINS cereatecnetnge thet sti sian eecwee cask 6,843 3 6 
Special Deposits Account......... 929 4 2 Motor Vans (350i),.cc.cctcts ots seee ce 4,296 9 0 
a Electric Fittings and Connections... 157 1) a 
J 21,793 10 5 LOOSH RIGNG hc sccntecsesey se pees tances 118 0 1 
Less Profits applied MEOLOL EGOS oo, ccs ceocsy occ sensed creesesh 11 6 6 
to :— : £ s. d. Pastry Factory Fittings ............... 8215 5 
Reduction of Capital 7,750 0 0 Office Furniture .............cceccececes 375 12 3 
New Works ,.....,.. 5,428 11 4 Office Equipment.................csee0es 59 7 2 
———— —— 13,178 ll 4 ponent 
See 21,3829 8 5 
' 8,614 19 1 Less Depreciation...........0.ceseeeee 8,681 12 7 
Less Transfer from Special Deposit ams 2 ise 12,647 15 10 
ACCOUNT. ress sesseeeteeerseeesees 464 2 0 Sundry Dedtors......0ss0cssese> sesvnese”  osssanen . ee 2 4 
: sortase G,400 27 OD Brepaymients 3... docs ch ere en eee : 78 6 8 
Sundry Creditors— Gash af BADK c..isc: csssschacieise Cece ee 94 5 2 
Trade «0.0...  Eegr be Jeet tappesray 90 14 4 Petey CASH... 5.ssccdie smcrstastsnsncceses sy eese semen 5 0 2 
Colonial Treasurer .......sss00.c00 805 12 3 
——- ——- 896 6 7] Reserve Account— Wer 
T CCOUNES oe... se8 
Accrued Rates and Taxes, &¢. ..ccce  sreeeee Sas 1214 7 Fil DOE ESSENEY PESRA RSE ORE "06 7 5 
1,282 0 3 
Reserve for Recreation Leave......... 00 cesses : 76 12 0 | special Deposits Account— : 
As per Treasury Accounts ......... 1,734 8 8 
Profit and Loss Account— to Capital........... 465 2 2 
Accumulated Rrofit to 30th Adg Trensisr to Reps pe see 
CREO PE cascnnate asonduddcongaas 11,134 7 0 2,199 10 10 
Less Adjustments for services ; 1p t8.ccece 436 7 2 
prior to 30th June, 1922 ...... 270 7 7 LE aa L a Si bn tb ——— +16 oe 
10;805.2 91505 ope Si cincthcian hand eee ee ee 349 6 5 
Loss for period ended 31st Dec- sles LLMs cL per 
ember 1922, after provision for 
Interest on Capital, &. .......4. 740 8 1 
———_——- 10,123 1l 4 
£19,260? 1 7 £19260 a1) oF 
ieee ine 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the State Bakery-above set forth. We have obtained all the 
information and explanations we have required. 


In our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of 
the state of the Undertaking’s affairs according to the best of our information and the explanations given us, and 


as disclosed by the books, accounts, and vouchers of the Undertaking. 


Department of Audit, 
12th November, 1923. 


C. W. CLIFFORD, 


R. G. GRAY, 


Trapinc Account for period ended 31st December, 1922. 


6 is, i. ee ee cL, £ 8. da aoe au 
| To Stock—Manufactured Bread...... 9 *....... 8711 16. f (By sales: ciccsvcccanonecease sae scx scans smmmeCaeeece ay 8,431 2 1 
Purchases— 
BIOUL BAG creoreee ce cesserheoneses 5,085 0 9 Loss transferred to Profit Loss 
General Stores ..........cese000s Sypy ib ACCOURT Rete ce saeents Pehpoarth ae Gotdes RES 18 8 6 
Buel fiscssesse ncBennntene sorAcadets 323 19 9 
rade sundries apenas 90 19 6 
—— 5,872 1 6 
Electric Light and Power ......... 9 scessevee 46 4 5 
Renewals, &c., to— 
Plant, picid. cervcsvectecanrneenne 48 14 9 
Loose s Plant cocccacscecsssoseeer tae 36 10 O 
Business Premises ...........00.: 1337 a6 
Bread Baking— -———_ 98 12 3 
Administration 5. .c1e+ecereenes 25/0 0 
WEA DOS de crcccenes cas cena vere canes 887 12 7 
Depreciation i oncersctscseseas 341 1 2 
Bread Delivery— 1,253 13 9 
Administration ........ Seoeneene 25 0 0 
WARES fenuentseconrccunciacentsisaies 288 17 10 
Motor StoOresincce.ccstees ee ecotee 209 14 9 
o) NeLUXPCNSES covccenesnetestves SpIeh Zt 
i} BANSULANCO Genes sere coset LOO 20 
Repairs Motor Vehicles 255 7 3 
Depreciation a retsaececnits: 292 16 0 
1,091 7 2 
£8,449 10 7 £8,449 10 7 


SS Se 


397 


19 


Prorit anp Loss Account for period ended 31st December, 1922. 


A Gh Gk re fA Te 

To Loss from Trading Account........scccssscesceseseees Tee NeRG Ol. VSLONG We .ocarpuscrssp ae tcascatevssdaes jrarces cana} eens ée snes 3 7 6 

AMLIB TALON 5s. 2. ove 335g) -asn rede bea teareyts ars! oe a43 03° Lt PRIOR OLIASOGLEG ecnsaens osdeaaperteenacopeesaeweneases 3s 49 3 

POUULY BCOSix.cccssccatcncaaeccereten tent oer ebeereecrs 25 0 0 UNLOLEGL tect rr eccceeee cures creer estesh eves censocers rates 140 1 6 

eneral: Eepensad isc: <cscserteracauaauies cake eek 78 15 1 Interest on Reserve at Treasury —.........++ CEE 13 8 4 

ENSUTANGO twin Fintes oa seiceoccrech ithe tia eaetcenee 93 411 Balance carried GOWN .,.....c.ceccecsesseecssvecsecnecs 384 0 7 
ated end Ala xegorer 5. ~ ters ccs oes ene rer ok 2 ii 
Stationery and Stamps ..........ccccsrssesserscoesece 9 15 ll 
PO TISOMIGA Luncteles Pick aware eatcose sale ieee mee ietces 1b 15 VW 

£545 7 2 £545 7 2 

See See 8. 

To Balance brought down............sseccssccsssoseeeece 384 0 71] By Balance carried to Profit and Loss Accumulated 
APEC RE ON ACA TIEA) |... 50000ssosesceesesessaepsanscers 356 7 6 AGCOUNDA wont scsotevers sos santadsnescrssshexeseetos ge 740 8 1 
£740 8 1 £740 8 1 
ACCUMULATED ProFit AND Loss Acoounr at 3lst December, 1922. 

; Sieess dd: £ s. d. 

To Adjustments for Services prior to 30th June, 1922 270 7 7/4 By Accumulated Profit at 30th June, 1922............ 11,134 7 90 
Loss for six months to 31st December, 1922...... 740 8 1 
Balance carried forward ........-csscscosesesvesensece 10,123 11 4 

£11,134 7 0 £11,134 7 0 


aera 
Qe 


—— 


This Undertaking ceased operations on the 3lst December last. It commenced supplies to State 
institutions in February, 1914, and, during the period of the war, was of undoubted benefit to the Common- 
wealth. Not only did it accumulate profits for itself, but gave satisfactory service at low prices. 


In the face of local competition in those scattered centres to which bread had to be delivered at a 
high transport cost, it was imperative that, besides supplies to institutions, other sales had to be effected, 
or other sources of income sought. Until June, 1922, those sources were accessible. Commencing with 
sales to military camps in 1914, the Bakery later acquired a small flour mill. This adjunct, besides supplying 
cheap flour to the Undertaking, made considerable profits on export and other sales. Supplies of bread 
and pastry to Railway refreshment-rooms were also profitable. The Bakery lost all these avenues of trade 
and, for about a year, municipal markets were supplied at slightly less than 4d. per 2-lb. loaf. The extent 
of this business, though at such a low price, was exceptionally valuable to a decreasing turnover, and the 
supplies, being delivered for only short distances, undoubtedly enabled the Undertaking to supply 
Government institutions at a fixed price and still remain a profitable concern. By Ministerial authority 
the Bakery of the State ceased supplying the people through certain local markets with bread as from 
the Ist June, 1922, from which date, with a supply reduced by approximately 45 percent., the Undertaking 
ceased to be profitable. 


As shown in the balance-sheet, the loss for the period was £740 8s. ld. Deducting this sum from 
the accumulated profit, there still remains a balance of profit undistributed amounting to £10,123 11s. 4d. 
From available information, it appears that the Bakery is now on lease, with the option of purchase; some 
office furniture has been transferred to the Stores Supply Department, and motor-vans have been 
leased. 

Of the amount of £15,435 14s. 1ld. provided by the Treasury to purchase assets, £7,750 has been 
repaid out of profits, leaving £7,685 14s. lld. to be refunded. Although the assets have been well 
depreciated, £21,329 8s. 5d. being now reduced to £12,647 15s. 10d., the sale value is difficult to estimate. 
Still, with an accumulated surplus of £10,123 11s. 4d. there seems every probability that the assets, even 
if sold at sacrifice, will realise such a figure as will finally leave a considerable margin of profit to the State. 


STATE 


STATE MOTOR GARAGE. 


BaLaNcE-SuEET as at 30th June, 1923. 


LIABILITIES. ASSETS. 
Capital— £8: eed. 7h ihe Gl a ER (0b £, Sard. 
Land (Valuation only) ..ccccssaeee 1,000 0 0 LANG oo SAsscecacessacasacansecatacanntaseahe 1,000 0 0 
General Loan Account .........00. 2147 141 Building paw iiia.cccsstcestvinssceaaecntentes 4,814 12 3 
Publie) Works) Hund eeeccsseeecce tenes 4,673 19 10 Plant, Machinery, and Tools ......... 3,225 5 9 
Consolidated Revenue Account... 1,202 0 10 Office Furniture (..-.00scerccsdessasever es 183 14 5 
Special Deposits Account (to be —————— 
TARE ELTED) Teainyer teas svasweneeetee 199 16 10 9,223 1255 
—————— ._ 9,223 12 5 Less Depreciation .........00. Sten GH er) OE) 
oo 5,525 12 4 
Sundry Creditors— Stocks on hand— 
EET RCE Wetisestetecieceitstosort tastier: 1602s mel Stores and Materials ..........0000. 2,439 2 11 
Colonia) Treasurer ............2-..46 488 5 7 Stationery and Stamps ............ 71716 339 
—————— 2,090 10 8 LoosecLoola™ ss ccvcwcsshtescanesneccteee 259 11 10 
————-——— _ 2,770 10 6 
ARNE. conncotoustininutcactecacucceraton® | indanse 595 10 11 
Accrued Wages; &62...h::-.ccsessessorea. 9) senwee OVA | Sundry Deptors, c.cccc.sescssenscscsecsucnee eden 4,107 18 11 
Reserve for Recreation Leave .........  ssesee 177719)" ©. | Works in Progress, <.......:0.-5:s0seces0e wanes 327 16 6 
Reserve for Bad Dabts  ..........sc00e seven 2114 5 
Special Deposits Account— 
Profit and Loss Account— As per Public Accounts ......... -- 3,799 10 I 
Collections in Transit ............... 334 11 0 
Balance as at 30th June, 1922...11,450 18 3 Transfer to Capital ............ 199 16 10 
Balance for Year 1922-23 carried pe enh ee 
for ward gitncsscceciccete vaccseseenee 1,607 16 7 4,333 17 11 
—————-— 13,058 14 10 Less Unrecouped payments ...... 1,992 96 47 
—————— _ 2,341 ll 4 
Reserve Account— 
As per Public Aceounts ............ 9,677 4 5 
Add Interest cc.csancecanesnacereeees 499 8 0 
_——— - 10,176 12 5 
Cash in Rand sc. cccesecereces te secuvaicenes : ASG 915 3 
£25,259 17 2 £25,259 17 2 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the State Motor Garage above set forth. We have obtained 
all the information and explanations we have required. 
In our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state 
of the Undertaking’s affairs according to the best of our information and the explanations given us, and as 
disclosed by the books, accounts, and vouchers of the Undertaking. 
C. W. CLIFFORD. | 
Department of Audit, R. G. GRAY. 
14th August, 1923. 
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Trapinc Account for Year ended 30th June, 1923. 


: ay Th £ Seheads 
To Stoek:on- hand wre cee 1,801 17/23: By Salesitcvaieucsaucecuvsasscromoecnttt ae eae 1.3. 20, 285ml 
Purchases ....... dea deadenueroanuatacanercBadssas asssodne NL ey Iuspection Fees...o5.nmcasvesveattucunce chee. vane 1414 0 
WY G08 Pie ans cnoachs raveretiesccnieits ouenrateoon tee eeme 4,925 17 0 Works in Procress.ccccsassseceeseccetanes Renae eieoice site 327 16 5 
Depreciation—Buildings and Plart ............00. 466.17 4 Stock on hand Gjecssssensarase evaniaweowdenncel eegieean pan 
Sundry Trade Expenses ...........0-csccesessvecensoe 893 5 § ; 
Repairs and Maintenance.............c0cccccecseeeeses 24617 5 
Technical College Fees ...........0..sssceescssseeceescs 1 5 0 
Gross Profit, transferred to Profit and Loss 
Account EDEE DORR ee ee ee ee 3,820 6 5 
£29,067 8 8 £29,067 8 


pa 


Provit anv Loss Account for Year ended 30th June, 1923. 
-< pine SiS a 


ne pe oh Cle £ os. d. 
To Ss pelea oN salSiesauaueeurcdens vamtunnsnenseter rine 1,112 8 4 | By Gross Frofit from Trading Account ...... Sasso 3,829 6 5 
soneral ixpenses,, Fs ).. dc cyitene anton ere mecnsa: Wi be 5 Interest on Reserve Account...... ..sccccs.ccsecses 499 8 0 
Stationery and. Stamos, sete cee 5819 5 
Depreciation, Office Furniture ........6...c00e00005 8 7 5 
NSUTANCO Gheonanicereseeens reine atar deca ematical c Sime One 
ROT BGGG is 1 eee eae ae 50 0 O 
Interest on Overdraft .......... ARERacanaton En anace Os By 
PAI Rak (tink, eee ee EN UL ee thats 
Reserve for Loubtful Debts .........0000..cc0c000 21 14. 5 
Balance transferred to Profit and Loss 
Appropriation Account .........06. . ceeeeeeee 2,877 0 0 
£4,319 14 5 £4,319 14 5 
Prorit anp Loss Appropriation Account, 30th June, 1923. 
ee fp ath £ os. d. 
| To ee on Capital .. nen sacvees Scocieslenenentenneen cane » 47016 9] By Balanea transferred from Profit and Loss 
inking Fund Contribution .......... Aaenocersnsnaee ome PA CCOUNU Me enenme ston: cee taewuerisciesiinctee oatmeal 2,877 0 0 
Bonus to Staff and Employees ...........cc0ccecenees 791 3 6 
Balanesa carried to Protit and Loss Accumulated 
AOCOUNGE Tee sce csecte meee are ie anne 1,607 16 7 
£2,877 0 0 £2871 0 0 
: ees = 


Ne a 


Prorit ann Loss AccumuLAtTED Account at 30th June, 1923. 


d fe ae ds 


; Sue Seas 
To Balance carried forward at 30th June, 1923...... 13,058 14 10 | By Balance brought forward at Ist July, 1922... 11,450 18 3 | 


Balane? from Profit and Loss Appropriation 


Account, 1922-23 ......... Pcstescsehaserer atest 1,607 16 7 | 
£13,053 14 10 £13,058 14 10 


| After operating for a full year as a Governmental utility only, a profit of £2,877 was established 
from which to pay interest and sinking fund to the Treasury. After deducting these amounts, and paying 
a bonus to the staff and employees, there remains a profit of £1,607 16s. 7d. to be added to the accumulatcd 
profits of the business, which now amount to £13,058 14s. 10d. 


As has been mentioned in previous reports, the profits of the garage are not made at the expence 
of Departments, as the undermentioned figures show, since revenue has been brought into the accounts of 
the year as follows :— 


a7 8... 

Interest on Reserve Account at Treasury... “eae “i nae sir AO ae « ie O 
Gross profit on motor tyres supplied to Government Departments at 

Government contract rates ee ee 3 ab... 1,202" 0% 0 
Stocks written down in prior years now taken in at a figure more nearly 

oD Cum ee ee ws» 1467 0: 0 

£3,168 8 0 


The profit of £2,877 above stated, less the charges for interest and sinking fund, £477 19s. 11d., 
is reduced to £2,399 9s. Ild., so that repairs, &c., have been charged out at a loss of approximately 
£796 7s. 11d. to the garage, whilst it is but reasonable to suppose that Departments have secured the benefit. 

There has been a lessened turnover of nearly 25 per cent., due to stoppage of private work and the 
non-utilisation of the convenience to the full by Departments. In last year's Report mention was made of 
extensive payments to private firms for overhauls, repairs, spares, and motor stores to the detriment of 
Government funds and the functioning of a State utility. It was then suggested as advisable in the interest 
of the State, and for the proper protection of Governmental expenditure that the position of the garage in 
respect to the motor service of the State be determined at au early date. 


From Ist November the garage has ceased to be an Industrial Undertaking, and is now an adjum t 
of the Stores Supply Department. With the transfer, moreover, there seems every probability of the bulk 
of Dzpartmental business being diverted to the garage. 

Proclaimed as an Industrial Undertaking as from Ist October, 1914, the State Garage has, aftcr 
paying all charges, amassed an accumulated profit of £13,058 14s. 10d. on a final capital of £9,223 12s. 5d. 
This capital is represented by up-to-date assets reduced by depreciation to £5,525 12s. 4d. Of the pro’ t 


undistributed, there was, after adjustments, cash at the Treasury amounting to £12,518 33. 9d., much moie 


than sufficient to repay the whole capital liability, 
STATE 


} 
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STATE SAWMILLS—Craven and Gloucester, &c. 


BALANCE-SHEET as at 30th June, 1923. 


| 
LIABILITIES. ASSETS. 
Capital— fe se ats £ gs. d. | Craven— 5256, aa" £ sg. 4 
General Loan Account ........5... 43,424 17 2 PATTI © Ghat eeretiv see sree enenecsesactess th6. 6 ia 
Public Works Fund _............... 24,831 6 3 ETE UIE i vesacaseeeeicsmen ences 4,912 6 3 
Consolidated Revenue Fund ...... 690 0 5 Plant and Machinery ..............- 6,609 5 2 
Unrecouped Vouchers .............4. 1,948 6 1 Railway SiGing — 5..25..0.2.c0cecnene 440 9 8 
Sundry Creditors ..........s..c000e0es 1,883 7 6 Railway into Forest — ............66 233625 (7 “7 
a Railway Rolling Stock............... 2,758 15 7 
T2817 2 oo. Railway Plant gesssssartersseress soe 1,012 0 0 
Less— Electric Light Plant ...:..556.65... 372 6 4 
Transfers to Special Deposits log Hauler Plant .......2......005. 1,298 99h 
PLCCOUTIGT ts ceccsorane canivaccsessc cere 2,074 16 2 Forcst Timber Dump ............... 80 14 9 
— —— 70,703 1 3 Water Supply Plant ............... 387 6 7 
Danid sree sence ers seeee sees 275 0 0 
Unrecouped Vouchers ...............-4- 16,537 19 5 Workmen’s Cottages ............06+ 5,132 102 
Less— SU ses Cottage Furtiittre  ..25i222.2.5.5050: 181 14 8 
Special Deposits Ac- HEOCOLY LE SAINO” Seecetiesiticccncecaners 4413 0 
count,as per Public a 47,290 4 1 
Accounts .......:. 2;342 3 8 Gloucester— 
Collections in Transit 2,086 14 4 DsSyith, Fes etee easeote teste reneciecoteccs 320 0 0 
Transfers to Capital 1,948 6 1 Mill Buildings 2....0....ccccs<seneeses 758 12 5 
ie ee (Ely ee i Plant and-Machinery ............... 1,899 11 6 
——_— Rolling Plant—Horses, &c.......... 9,640 7 9 
10,166 15 4 @Gthee Fumnitire ....t,cacsesseces 124 0 1 
Motor Oyelé .teiiiiirsseossconseseavtes 37 A020 
Add— —____ | 128 20ers 
Transfers from Capital............... 2,074 16 2 Newcastle— 
12:23t TPG Baldiigs 2. i2isiiictsasgeeeresesatess 2,073 13. & 
WHat stetehissreterer fo stcrsconteeets 224 3 7 
Sundry Creditors .........ccce cl eeee eee 21,854 10 8 Plant and Machinery —.........+5+ 8,716 2 11 
Motor Vehicles, Carts, and Horses 1,822 15 4 
Less—Transferred to Capital ...... 1,883 7 6 BEGose EGOS = feiileseeee2s ase dissé ot be 
See LO oe Office Furniture .csccbJ.c.ccccevecene 100 13 10 
Accrued Wages ..c.c...ccccicccceceeccenee | ceceee 139 0 0 See bee eee 
. StOGCKR—Timiber 465.6 ise ceeds cdecteees | paw nce 2,624 11 3 
Reserve for Recreation Leave ......... 0... 323 11 8 — 
Less— T07i0S I 3 
DOPPOCi@tiON iisisctiecdscenssserecs | | sueten 12,278 3 4 
58,424 17 11 
Stocks On hand .........écccececeeesee ees 25,973 4 7 
Less — : 
Purchased from Capital ......... 2,624 11 3 
—_____———. 23, 348 138 4 
PYGPAYMICNUS fee csesas ccc sens ccsie constr esate 145 15 4 
Sundry De@btOrg. aciecsececcsccccescacectses so uennees L718 eae 
Cash in hand <eeicjssdcesccaqs.scdtavweacee mreateme 185 0 0 
Profit and Loss Aecount— 
Net Loss for year 1922-23 after 
provision for Interest, &c. ...... 5,408 9 6 
Less— 
Accumulated to 30th June, 1922 1,921 16 1 
______—_—_ 3,486 13 5 
£103,378 7 7 £103;378 7 7 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the State Sawmills, Craven and Gloucester, above set forth. We 
have obtained all the information and explanations we have required. 


In our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the 
state of the Undertaking’s affairs according to the best of our information and the explanations given us, and as 
disclosed by the books, accounts, and vouchers of the Undertaking. 


Departinerit of Audit, 0. W. CLIFFORD 
15th September, 1923. W. CAMPBELL, 
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Timpzr Trapina Account for Year ended 30th June, 1923. 

£ s. d. By. a 

To Stock on hand, Ist July, 1922 .....65. cesceeeeees 91,768 0.10 | By Sales. sees seers cea PE TeR REL EEAL EEE Ge POEL ¢ 97,0489 3 2 

Purchases ........c.sc00 sessedssecnsceeeerssereceneveees 63,701 4 4 ERERUM Ma CreUesac chet ate AU ea etal SeStUDI ac bacucedibesotee 380 7 6 

Mill Wages SEE CEEREOEET HCot Dene tno mc 17,211 0 10 BEOUE sacesnareretndcieh Eissasd fatdecdlotiaadlatacscaccccnd 23,890 2 3 
Repairs and Maintenance .:.:..c.cccccdesdsccesesens 6,785 0 8 
HPGiPh et sieatinectag cheteectotant tthe tts aed stirs F912 15 . 
Depreciation i 22icicicisseee scared tated aitieds hiss Messe 3,846 11 10 
ROnGRY ccs crete ks chtaccae eb lasent tee retep ideas eS 252 14 11 

Gross Profit transferred to Profit and Los 

AOODUID «.c.cccohsccucmecte Gee tea iets? 5,904 4 5 

£121,319 12 11 £121,319 12 11 

Grocery Trapina Account for Four Months ended 30th June, 1923. 

£ a. d. £ s.d. 

To Stock on hand, lat July, 1922......:.0c086.00. ii 77419 3] By Sales..;... Feliz STE hates PRarrniiitenae 3,781 18 3 

Purchases ...., Ree Ant het Re Oreo CHEER een eee OL 3,108 11 11 DtOCkS a eeke dec cdseccdhs hiv ccates wepaee SEP aN sineaasa 962 18 10 
Working Expenses... .2i.ciccc ccs csbedecesascnes eee seuees 787 3 3 
Gross Profittransferred to Profitand Loss Account fee OTs 

£4,744 17 1 £4,744 17 1 

eS ed ee 


Prorit AND Loss Account for Year ended 30th June, 1923. 


: Po sr Gi of Ae 
To Administration ........ Metacetcastvanes bate Wee iststhe rae 2,008 13 5 | By Gross Profit— 
AAVertising ..........ccccsccessevseecseessenseesccssaaaeee 82 2 3 Transferred from Timber Trading Account ...... 5,904 4 5 
PHSEOUTI CREE ser oiveks ceceneaii eas Pu WeI the letdacteseadewd dee 1,013 6 4 i », Grocery 9 ree 74 2 8 
Commission .....s.eeseseeeceseesssesessseesesesenees tees ; 6015 7 THEGPOSE GAPHEG (56 055.55 5. - ici eac tease ssaibeacds segecouscoes 287 I I 
General Exponses...... ....cccseevccseceeeesenneeeetee wed 419 15 6 Net Loss transferred to Profit and Loss 
Postage, Telephones, & C. ........ccceeeee ee ceeeesene ees 423 19 10 Appropriation Account .....ssccssessecrsesseeeee 1,814 6 10 
Printing and Stationery ..........c.scceeeee seen ees tae =, 208.5 5 
PRIHUIPEL@ Ge eer cites ees eh eec isc tagncsiceciccce lac ceisesecests 1,216 4 9 
Rent, Rates; and Taxes ciiiiicicccsieieicsieeedees 383 6 4 
Travelling Expenses..........cccessssssssetesceenceecoions 947 8 5 
Interest Or OVErd rath civissc.csebicissceseterecscsstencer 889 8 ll 
Bad DODGS cc siiissctevks. stusscaedots ctuscesessessictsccsvice 438 5 5 
IEOSHOL ABBELE, Cricesapereecinteibectiasrescdonses. soccee dee 383 2 10 
£8,079 15 0 £8,079 15 0 


Prorit AND Loss APPROPRIATION Account, 30th June, 1923. | 


£- & di £ 3. d. 
To Interest on Capital ii....c cece ede ieicticishces 3,449 7 8 | By Balanee transferred to Profit and Loss Accu- 
Sinking Fund Contribution ....cc..cccsiseseeeeseeeees 144 15 0 mulated ACCOUNE.:.crcccccersedseceeeneioe seeeeter ens 5,408 9 6 
Net Loss brought down.....cccceccsceecenseeeensen ere ees 1,814 6 10 
£5,408 9 6 £5,408 9 6 


i 


Prorit anp Loss ACCUMULATED Account at 30th June, 1923, 


s. d. £ a. d. 
To Balance transferred from Appropriation Account 5,408 9 6 | By Balance brought forward, Ist July, 1922 ......... 1,921 16 1 
Balance carried forward ....cesceseseseesneserseeacs 3,486 13 5 
£5,408 9 6 £5,408 9 6 
dea Deshi Set es oy hues 


—- 


The year closed with a trading loss of £1,814 6s. 10d. Statutory charges being added increased 
that loss to £5,408 9s. 6d. As there were undistributed profits of £1,921 16s. 1d. at 30th June, 1922, 
there is now a loss for six and a half years’ working of £3,486 13s. 5d. 


In order that the position may be better understood when placed on the same footing as a private 
venture, it is mentioned that since its inception in 1917 the Saw Mills have returned a commercial profit 
of £23,198. From this amount £12,278 has been set aside as a reserve for depreciation. The balance, 
£10,920, is the actual profit which could have been distributed on the company basis as dividends. In 
the case of the Saw Mills, the Treasury is the only shareholder, and by Act of Parliament the Undertaking 
is charged an interest or dividend rate and a levy to establish a sinking fund whether the profits are mace 
ornot. Since February, 1917, the Saw Mills have earned surplus profits of £10,920 available to meet this 


fixed charge, but that amount is insufficient by £3,486. 
During 
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During the year sales from all sources reached a total of £100,831 1s. 5d., this being £43,940 in advance 
of that of the former period. Excluding sales from the Newcastle depot, which was established for the 
purpose of disposing of the smaller timber not required for Governmental purposes, the sales to the Railways 
and Departments approximated 77 per cent. of the balance. In securing the contracts under which this 
percentage was supplied, the Undertaking receives no preference over competing merchants, the freights, 
royalty, &¢., common to the industry being paid. The contracts obtained by the Sawmills, notably that 
for the requirements of the Railways on the northern lines, indicate the advantage of the State enterprise 
to the Government. 


The management claims that the loss for the year was wholly attributable to the severe drought 
experienced throughout the north coast districts. In consequence of this visitation, it is stated the Undcr- 
taking was, for more than half the year, deprived of the use of working bullocks and rolling plant costing 
over £6,000. Costly hand-feeding was resorted to in order to keep stock alive, and grass country had to te 
secured in remote districts at high agistment rates and at heavy transportation charges. The amount 
expended in feeding the bullocks was £4,154, or £2,204 in excess of the previous year’s figure, which was 
approximately the yearly average cost of this item during the life of the Undertaking. This excess, added 
to the amounts charged to the year’s accounts for the loss of forty-six bullocks, and the depreciation on 
the idle assets, almost make up the stated loss of £3,486 on the year’s trading. 


The drought affected the business in other ways, chief of which was the inability to haul logs to the 
forest-railway owing to lack of teams. From established figures it seems evident that the Craven Mill, 
which has a stated annual cutting capacity of 3,800,000 superficial feet, was only supplied with 731,000 
feet by the forest railway, heavy depreciation on which was charged for the full year, besides interest on 
its cost. As will be understood, therefore, very limited value was obtained from this railway by way of 
recovering these imports during the period. 


To fulfil Departmental contracts, logs had to be purchased and transported for distances up to one 
hundred miles, thereby increasing production costs beyond the usual limit. 


Taking the adverse conditions into consideration, the loss on trading should not be deemed to be 
5 ? 5 
serious. In fact it is understood that most sawmillers on the north coast railway experienced loss during 
the period. 


A transaction which formed the subject of inquiry during the year is here mentioned in 
case there may be any misapprehension in regard thereto. In 1920 the manager of the State 
Sawmills advanced £646 19s. to a local sawmiller to enable him to increase the output of his mill. The 
advance was secured by registered mortgage over the mill property and everything thereon, including mill 
buildings, machinery, and stock timber of a total value of approximately £2,500, interest being charged 
at 7 per centum per annum. The advance was made against timber to be supplied to the State Sawmills, 
which by the mortgage secured the whole output of valuable timber at a low price. The transaction has 
proved of considerable profit to the Undertaking, and the security is sound beyond question. 


STATE 
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STATE TIMBER YARDS AND BUILDING WORKSHOPS, UHR’S POINT. 


BALANCE-SHEET as at 30th June, 1923, 


Lees Depreciation 


serene enone neerereee 


LIABILITIES. AS ETS, 

, Capital— fogres ct Bee Lae fad; £) say ds 
General Loan Account ......... Ho BS 1 aR rer A one eich cen 41,3°3 8 4 
Public Works Fund ,,.......... 27,886 —7) 0 

——— 105,765 9 3] General Buildings and Fences ...... 32,404 8 6 
Wharf and Approaches............... 2318 0. 9 
Unrecouped Vouchers ........... 119,886 10 4 
Tram) Trucks) in Yard?...0:......00e 2,009 3 5 
s. d, PUN (See ta cy Mar nnet anata hs ce Vole tise 
Less Special De- 
posits Account, Plant and Machinery........ ......... 37,841 17 2 
as per Public 
Accounts........ 11,739 3 6 Motor Vehicles................ccccecee ees 723 18 3 
Collections in 
Transié. .coce...: 3,040 18 9 Horses, Harness, and Vehicles 150 0 0 
— 14,780 2 3 ‘ 
dip. Sistine Furniture and Fittings ............... eee fy el 
104,606 8 1 
Office Furniture ............c00...s00ee Wek WOE. se 
Add Net Transfers 
to Capital — Resid enes eee ee .ascs ee reese: : 700 0 0 
Special Deposits 
NOS A an 72,928 6 4 General Improvem_nts ............ 3(4 13 0 
ee TT S5st ld 5 
Reclamation:.ce.cen on estes ce teaccs 16,422 19 7 
Sundry Creditors— 
Dredging cise eestor te 9942 0110 
Colonial Treasurer............... 127,104 13 5 
BNA Geerertaet shack ste tcscsaccsdees ayll 2 oR Se woraze sicccc.ammatercnceecencners 1,879 1 11 
—_— — 127,475 15 8 
Unclaimed Moneys wc.ccccccee ceceeeeeesec ees 363 4 G | Railway Siding ............. he 


105,765 9 3 
38,869 18 5 


66,895 10 10 


Patty Cash eect ter een cannes omeenocrieees Pe (0) 
Bills Receivatle gcse comers bradeenseties nat 50 0 O 
Contract Deposi‘s and Securities ............4 1,295 1 3 
Suspense Account .............s:ceneee  sserereeese ses 685 17 6 
Sundry Debtors ...........ceseccee one 61,428 19 0 
Less Reserve Bad Debts,..... ...+. [sonic ) 

— 61,243 2 11 
PLEPAYMENES ...rec.ssveces vovcoseseeee — savverseevevoes 1C4as tees 
SEOYO nc onadoodseconmebanognondagagendtans ESogobncoLnEce 9,811 2 11 


Profit and Loss Account — 


Accumulated Loss 
June, 1922 


Trading Loss Period 
28th February, 1923 


Realisation (part) 


£412,139 3 10 


sete eweeerer 


seen oenee 


to 30th 


se eneeeee 


226,916 14 1 
6 


Gigi te7 


—-_—__——. 272,029 7 2 


£4125139) 3 10 


We have audi‘ed the Balance-sheet of the State Timber Yards above set forth. 


the information and exp'anations we have requircd. 

In our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up, so as to exhibit a true and correc’ view of the 
state of the Undertaking’s affairs, according to the best of our information and the explanations given us, and 
as disclosed by the Books, Accounts, and Vouchers of the Undertaking. 


Department of Audit, 
27th September, 


1923. 


We have obtained all 


C. W, CLIFFORD, 
R. G. GRAY. 
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TrapiInG Account for period ended 28th February, 1923. 


ee naa | 


5 ee bab EA ts | £ etre es 2. (8. 0. 
To Stock on Hand? Wasctsteesess 9 Meveteseanttts THE COR Ta 4 1 By. Stlosmectcct a canvantitas cascaseee 141,332 18 0 
Purchases 2 asiettiectae ee. eee: 52,061 2 7 £ s. dd. 
W ages sizstincjecasia edna tence oe eae - 30,182 1 3 Less Discounts 2,951 8 2 
Freight Outwards ..cccccceee 28t 12 10 ,, Returns and 
Cartage and Delivery ............ 4,608 1 9 Allowances 1,391 13 10 
Horse Feed and Stable Ex- ——— #7040 2 
PENSES, +. scriccgos gees toe 1,088 2 5 —-————_ 136,989 16 0 
Motor Lorries, Running Ex- Stock om Hamdirs,  secrsetersscces Se asehage 110,495 10 0 
PONSES +) cheans Ai2s segsat anaes 2,192 1 6 
Depreciation, Motor Lorries ... 524 8 7 
Horses, Harness, Balanee transferred to Profit 
| and Vehicles ...ccscscese. 109 O11 and Loss Aecodnt fivjccutcds | Gdasenies 8,946 0 8 
| Seat 8, 806 8 0 
| Repairs and Maintenance ......000 0 .eheeesieee 4,202 16 7 
Fuel, Power; and Light sy.004. 0 deeecee cs Lip 7385 15 9 
| Licenses and Certificates 0:5... 0 0 v.e.ecescees "212-8 0 
Customs Charges siirpecsmeaccs Gp cebtes terete £5: eanae 
Depreciation (General) ..........0000 eseceaeeeees 3;540 13 8 
£256,431 6 8 £256,431 6 8 
| ———— —— 
Prorir anp Loss Account for period ended 28th February, 1923. 
ce Fee le £ ad £ s. d, 
To Balance transferred from By Uiscoants Migs cecnpacadfenues@eedeudaeceee cohen emma 590 16 10 
Trading Account: Facssae) pec sae nant 8,946 0 8} Miscellaneous Receipts ...... Vaneetntes tie eee neta di 7L 6 5} 
Salaries, 5 2i50. ffieade otter ake cats 4,376 13 0 Rents Received © 15. a7eeciscncsceaurate<cssecsocteneete 26 5 Of} 
Travelling Expenses and Balanee transferred to Profit and Loss Appro- 
Salariési< 2f2beHee check. 1,648 18 3 priatiOh ACCOWUHE ABST iia oddiadetaatdneraes 26,171 6 8 | 
Stamps and Telegrams ......... 220 17 9 
P-inting and Stationery ..... .. 552 3 4 
General Expenses ........ ........ 620 13 10 
Telephones cieisiees cddcecte bateses 161 3 6 t 
—- 7,580 9 8 
Motor Cars and Cycles Ex- 
| penses * 4th ca amlis eee 416 310 
Depregiation :5:.2t2esdeici iis ies ee 363 19 11 
AGVertising Vsiecssie eehaue dees kB: 
Tnsttrance v..gicsieeccsiastevaeiae: 2,543 0 9 
Rates and Taxes ..........66.04 004 2038 0 9 
Réwte 17. oaths cicgases cris aeaaiid: is 6. § 
Commission and Brokerage ... Soe as 
Audit Nes rar eareaee ears 109 0 0 
Interest on Overdraft ......... 5,898 10 J 
| Fholidaly Pay .cccsigei .dcediseacy 513 IT I 
| Sick and Accident Pay ......... FOL 19 FE 
| -—-——-——_ 10,333 4 7 H 
£26, 859 14 11 | £26, 859 14 11 
Prorit anp Loss Appropriation Account, 30th June, 1923. 
& 8: &: Lo ssas 
To Balance transferred from Profit and Loss tes Balance transferred to Profit and Loss 
ACCOUNE Acc dshteaglessgeee iidsab as ae shedeacehstedhe PRLILAG.  § Accumulated Account.) cits. a ceese cose seretees 39,000 1 6 
Tnberéat on Capital 3. civics ites cisatciucaconees ses 9,273 13 0 
Sinking Fund Contribution ..cic.cccccccceceeeee 482 0 5 
Tnterest on Ovérdratt; ete. ssiscciss..ccccsseceeees Bio Leo 
£39,000 1 6 £39,000 1 6 


REALISATION Account, Ist March to 30th June, 1923. 


£ 8. d. £ s. d 
"Ro Stock on Wattd Se snesdtirececatencsieacsenceeeeteee 1l0s495 10 0 } By Satoz of Stock. Gers... encore voces rection teeters 106,949 2 6 
Purchases) s.22 tsk atiocs ne aeat eee 1,619 15 9 Sates) or Sundry, ASscts' 2s. .v-cssesaecneonpeceeteemene 3,340 13 4 
Bad Debteri2.i5.. eh A elec dyatsicectel hie 2,615 17 1 Stook: oii fiat 705; 072, .ccacsspecds.ss0e mene 9,447 5 8 

Manufacturing and Sundry Expenses (to Balance transferred to Profit and Loss 
complete | Contract orders) and Adminis- PNCCUIMTULS COG ads oon acues co sce engnereenarmemenmes "GLa ey 

CHSC ON: LIX PCHSES .c55 te wedaacemseeeeeene terme ILIT8 10 ¢ 

£125,849 13 1 £125,849 13 I 


AccuMULATED Prorit Anp Loss Account, at 30th June, 1923. 


s 8, di; £.. & Ge 
To Balan e brought forward at 30th June, 1922... 226,916 14 1 | By Balance carried forward ..... PRS, ERE 272,029 7 3 
Balance transferred from Realisation Account 6,112 11 7 ; 
Balance transferred from Profit and Loss 
Appropriation Account ...../....66 Eo Raataatlonreneaees 29,000 1 6 
£272,029 7 2 £272, 029 7 2/ 
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Commencing the year with an accumulated loss of £226,916 14s. ld., the Yards contracted a further 
loss of £39,000 Is. 6d. to the 28th February, at which date the Undertaking was closed. From that date, 
joinery and timber contracts on hand were proceeded with, and were not finally disposed of until approxi- 
mately the close of the year. There were, during that time, sundry sales of assets which amounted to 
£3,034 11s. 1d., miscellaneous revenue of £192 8s. 9d., sales of stock, manufactured and otherwise, of £107,062 
16s. in all, receipts of £110,289 15s. 10d. There also remained stores, &c., to the value of £9,447 5s. 8d. 


The opening stock on Ist March, £110,495 10s., was not established by stock-taking, but was the 
figure worked back to from the final sale some time later. To complete contracts in hand and realise the 
stock, purchases of £1,619 L5s. 9d. were made, and manufacturing and administration expenses of £11,118 
10s. 3d. incurred, considerably more than half of which was expended in wages. 


Owing to the difficulty in proving, at this late date, certain old outstanding amounts standing to 
the debit of Government departments, £2,615 17s. 1d. was written off. 


Taking these items in total, there was a loss on the realisation at 30th June last of £6,112 11s. 7d. 
There remained then, the whole of the land; buildings and improvements, and the store stocks of the State 
Timber Yards and State Power Station to be realised. Taking these assets at their book value, the total 
for sale amounted to £94,454 5s. lld. - 


Taking the amount actually realised and adding thereto the figure, based on a very conservative 
estimate, which has been given by experienced persons as the probable return for the remaining assets, it 
would appear that the amount which should be realised, after deducting six months’ expenses, salaries and 
selling commission, would reach £61,865, or a further loss of £32,590. 


The deficit shown in the Realization Account at 30th June of £6,112 lls. 7d. added to £32,590, 
indicates that the total loss on realisation of the assets of the two undertakings will approximate £38,700. 
As the accumulated loss at 28th February last was £265,916 15s. 7d. for the Timber Yard and £14,719 13s. 2d. 
for the Power Station at 30th June, it appears safe to predict that the combined deficit will amount to 
about £319,000. | 


As considerable space has been devoted in the daily press during the past twelve months as to the 
intention of the Government in regard to the future of the Timber Yards, and mention made of amounts 
offered for the business, it should be of interest to understand exactly the stated value of the assets adver- 
tised for sale and the prices at which buyers were willing to purchase, Fourteen months ago the cost 
Value of the stock was about £130,000, and the book value of the buildings, plant; &c., £68,000, in all 
£198,000. 

It is understood that offers were received of £71,000 from a city timber merchant; and £105,000 
from a country buyer. 

After some months of trading; which reduced the stock by £20,000, the stock alone was sold for 
approximately £104,000, after deducting all expenses, and there still remained the land, buildings, plant, 
&c., for final realisation. ) 

The disabilities attending the working of the State Timber Yards since its inception have repeatedly 
been mentioned in the various reports to Parliament, and were set out at considerable length in the report 
of last year. Although no good purpose could now be served by repeating the vital remarks contained 
in the criticisms of the accounts of this undertaking in the annual reports, reference thereto will 
indicate that Parliament has from time to time been fully informed of matters which appeared to 
preclude successful trading. 


STATE 
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STATE POWER STATION. 


BALaNCE-SHEET as at 30th June, 1923. 


| LIABILITIES, 
| Capital— ee ab 
General Loan Account 29,01 8 9 
Public Works Fund ......... 3,486 0 0 
| sees 
SanIry Cr.ditors — 
Colonial Treasurer ......... 13,508 9 10 
Trade race caer 1,915 6 10 


Department of Audit, 
25th September, 1923. 


32,505 8 9 


14,323 16 8 


ASSETS, 
es de £ asad 

Land and Excavations ................ 3,714 0 0 
Building Ge Ppcndeneas veducens 9,517 6 4 
Chininsy teen hn eee eee 32 aloe 
Generating Plant, &c. ............... 6,826 14 0 
Boilers, Feed Pumps, &e. ......... 6,742 10 2 
Circulating Water Pipes ............ 1,548 8 8 
Circulating Water Pumps ......... 22410 0 
Travelling Crane ..................065 442 0 O 
High Tension Switchgear............ 885 4 7 
Furniture and Fittings ............... 159 12 6 
Lighting System....................660 82 0 0 
Wharf and Coal Bin on Wharf ... 844 13 1 
Sawdust, Bin sicccte een cor eens 27118 3 
Circulating Water Motors............ 113 16 0 

32,505 8 9 


wens 15,559 127 


Less Depreciation ..... ... 


16,945 16 2 
Special Deposits Aceount— 


As per Public Accounts ...... «. 11,883 18 § 
Collections in transit ........ 418 19 0 
12,302 17 8 
Less Unrecouped Vouchers...... 550 13 0 
11,752 4 8 
Sundry Debtors ..........c::ccsecseeee cee eeeees 2,609 15 5 
Stoek on hand .............sscereees So kena tans ‘801 16 0 
Frofit and Loss Aecount— 
Accumulated Loss, to 30th 
June, VOLS tee vee nore bat 10,623 0 8 
Loss, year ended 30th June, 
NEP Bee pedangadonctn jaeedensene . 4,096 12 6 
— 14,719 13 2 


£46,829 5 5 


SESS 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the State Power Station above set forth. We have obtained 
all the information and explanations we have required. 


In our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to show a true and correct view of the state 
of the Undertaking’s affairs, according to the best of our information and the explanations given us and as 
disclosed by the kooks, accounts, and vouchers of the Undertaking. 


C. W. CLIFFORD, 
KH. G. GRAY. 


Traping Accounr—Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


Sate ed, He Ae 
To Wages ....... 2 Ae Beets toto ea 1404013 2) | ByiSales oe te Chgcaseouac \ouies sel an eae te eee 5,969 9 9 
Coal neeeaies =e senceeenassnees igadaveuestemnaae seer: 3,421 0 2 Balance transferred to Profit and Loss 
Oils and Lubricants ............4.. Gasogsseyieeeceeaen 8115 2 ACCOUNT 2. ceaaphon tata ce ome ane renee . 2,191 Soo 
Plant Maintenance ............ ileiistetnetiectieitats oe masters 809 2 1 
W ater foc ctunteemtn telat cong eee 21 ial 
Rates feevones. eeseee eee ets Decree Roser Oe Helse : 10 610 
Depreciation..cic vc cae ee ee 1,814 14 10 
Hlectrvicit y:scssiccs cn paseo ae ee 244 11 O 
Insurance and Guarantee .........sss.c.essseeveceus 133 2 0 
General Expenses zeigt aCe ee 4 2 
£8,160 15 9 £8,160 15 9 
Prorir anp Loss Accounr—Twelve Months ended 30th J une, 1923. 
ecb ale 
To Balance brought down from Trading Acconnt 2,191 6 0 By Discounts ...........0... advert een retente icerat ‘| 5 c “s 
Administration SOUS SHEE Rep nomi eoo OMERT Hor HamALACE IOC 150 0 0 Miscellaneous Receipts ..........ccccccsesne see ennes 413 0 
Telephones ics spantccte cytes tees UR 36 3 2 Balance transferred to Profit and Loss Appro- 
Audit Vees iar phen, oe oe oe eee 25 0 0 priation=Accounti ue sitet eee 2,322 8 5 
£2,402 9 2 £2,402 9 2 
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Power Station. 


Prorir AND Loss Appropriation Account, 30th June, 1923. 


Pt Re Gl £ os. d. 
To Balance transferred from Profit and Loss By Balane2 transferred to Profit and 
AGOOUY race cs todes scveusoreanprastee aired nan et 2,502 ae ae Loss Accumulated Account... 9 ssseerees 4,096 12 6 
Interest on Capital ...........0... ccceceeees adware WE) Gy ast 
Sinking Fund Contribution ...,,, Taanpatee ona ae 6614 8 
£4,096 12 6 £4,096 12 6 


eS 


Prorit and Loss AccumuLATED Account at 30th June, 1923. 


fe £ 8s. d. 
To Balance—30th June, 1922..........c0cccccs ee ceveee 10,623 0 8 | By Balance carried forward .......::::06 eee 14,719 13 2 
Balance brought down from Profit and Loss 
Appropriation AGcount ....jc0.c.15 5 cee eeee i 4,096 12 6 
fla Onis es £14,719 13 2 
Sea eA Lin Nee abe 


oe 


— = —— - -- 
~ 


The trading loss for the year was £2,522 8s. 51., to which must be added the statutory charges for 
interest on invested capital and sinking fund, £1,774 4s, 1d., which makes what is stated to be a loss for the 
year of £4,096 12s. Gd. 


A contract was entered into some years ago between the Government ani the City Council in regard 
to the running of the State Power Station. There appears to be no doubt that the extra supply by the 
Power Station, which runs on to the City Council’s mains, advantaged the Council, inasmuch as it supple- 
mented the amount of electricity which could be supplied by the Council. ‘By the use of the current 
produced by the Power Station during the day, in manufacturing works, &c., the Council was enabled to 
supply a larger number of householders during the later hours. The Council, on figures available, appears 
to have lost on the transaction. There are gainers, however, and they were provided for in the original 
contract. By the terms of that contract the State Brickworks, State Timber Yards, and Meat Industry 
Board (Abattoirs) received electricity at the same low price as that paid by the Council for the current 
generated by the Power Station. To have profited by the transaction the Council would have had to receive 
more units of electricity than they supplied to the abovementioned industries. The units actually supplied 
to the Council in 1921-22 were 1,462,600, whilst the industries received 6,735,160 units. For the year just 
closed the figures were 1,447,300 and 7,107,231 respectively. 

It was pointed out in the report of last year that, whilst the los; on th> Stat> Power Station 


for the year was stated to be £751 8s, 9d., the Government Industries saved £8,742 10s. 4d. 


For the year just closed there have also been considerable savings, which, from figures supplied by 
the Manager, appear to be as follow :— 


Undertaking. Efe dk urd Actual Charge. Saving, 
See Secs Sees Ce EE Gl 
Etate Brickworks  ....cscsss0e0e. 6,09 L9G 5,312 19 5 1,248 19) 7 
| State Timber Yards...........00+« 3,232 14 10 PAPA) Ak Ps LLOS5 138 
| Meat Industry Board ..,.....004 QOL Ss Zeno) USSG) 8} a 8,733 19 4 
Siptketes 1d) 13} 26,282.00 8 le OSe lead 


So that, although the Power Station shows a loss of £4,096 12s. 6d. for the vear, there have been 
savings of £11,086 12s. 7d. to other undertakings, or a net profit £6,990 0s. Id. through its working. 


For a time what was called a Joss on the working of the Power Station was charged to the benefitirg 
industries, but that policy ceased on 7th April, 1922, which accounts for the small loss during that year and 
for the greater deficiency this year. The Timber Yards and Brickworks have honoured those charges, well 
realising that they saved considerable sums through the agency of the Power Station, but it is to be regretted 

that 
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that the Meat Industry Board has, of late years, refused to pay its legitimate share, and is a debtor to 
the undertaking for an amount of £2,171 12s. 7d., notwithstanding that in 1921-22 alone the Board saved 


£5,724 4s. 11d. owing to the contract. 

As it appears to have been impossible to produce current at the price allowed, it meant that every 
moment’s running of the plant added to the loss, unless those industries which benefited bore the extra 
cost proportionately. , 

The station closed on 31st May, and the assets are being sold in conjunction with those of the State 
Timber Yards. The trading loss, from the inception of the undertaking in December, 1914, to date, is 
shown as £14,719 13s. 2d. 

Some indication of the amount likely to be realised on the sale of the assets will be found in the 


comments on the State Timber Yards (page 27). 


STATE 
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STATE TRAWLERS. 


BALANCE-SHEET as at 80th June, 1923, 


LIABILITIES. 
oo a. nh I a 
Capital Account— 
General Loan Account............ 189,956 6 O 
Sundry Creditors ...\......-.-..%. 29,162 1 5 
Consslidated Revenue Account 1,345 3 6 
220,463 10 11 
Less— 
Transfer to Special Deposits 
J NEC ATEN ee ence 25,554 15 3 
ete EEO OORT DY S 
Unrecouped Vouchers ............... 59,698 12 4 
Less— 
Special Deposits De OK vel 
Account, as per 
Public Accounts 6,755 8 7 
Collections in Transit 29 4 Q 
6,784 12 7 
52,913 19 9 
Add— 
Transferfrom General Loan Ac- 
MUUREMIES ee cciiy 2 Sere e sce vine oesces 25,554 15 3 | 
18,469) 1b 04 
Sundry Creditors— 
PER Ol cmaee sce sxcsssisr aise <a oases 45,016 10 2 
Colonial Treasurer, Statutory 
Gharce ga easies-s7 52 RASHES 67,085 3 2 
112,101 13 4 
Less— 
Transfers to Capital ............ 29,162 1 5 : 
— 82,939 11 11 | 
Reserve for Leave .......ccccccccseeee 0 ceeeeeens 125 17 10 
Reserve for Bad Debts ............5..0 0 seeeeeeee 


56,083 0 8 


| Inoperative Assets— 


Stock On Haldenci. eases sasncesas 1,524 2 11 
SESUDOEVDEDLOTS: cn. cocncsacreshesaaste 1) aabicwaete 39 Vo 7 
DiGash AGVanees pe.-sccesrcrvecparteecass@ | wtedyr set 35 0 0 


500 0 0 | 


ASSETS. 
oH heme. cee a. 
LA WIOLS Montene scsc cesar snswsctaneeeates 134,473 3 5 
| Noweastle Depot ............-cssses.or 4,145 9 2 
| Central Depot—W oolloomooloo 16,581 3 3 
A Botail BEpots: sccscescsccosccsss see ses poe 4412 7 2 
Motor Vehicles s.accisccpsveseossevseys 2,049 11 10 
i Fish Cooking Equipment ............ 127 15 0 
Office Equipment ...............+0+00 WOR BE  of ONe) 
; Fish Canning Plant. .................- 681 9 6 
Pe Plant SuspensO. caccascssvsoccemasaeeos 1,304 18 9 
Smoke Hgys9« «..c0s5.0.2:rig->--bsnse 286 1 9 
PUNE Srecesseclencpee ore cm iate sate cenaene 40 1 3 


165,333 8 11 


Receiving Stations .............+- 29,575 6 9 


194,908 15 8 


Less— Depreciation 61,371 4 4 


er er er ry 


133,537 11 4 


Profit and Loss Account— 


Accumulated Loss to 30th June, 
DOZEN sere arcane car seraiiiene 180,280 8 10 


Loss during yearon Inoperative 


Assets 2,577 2 4 


Realization Losses and Expenses 9,587 16 4 


Loss for period after provision 

for interest on operative 
CAPItAL GC. oe scssnsecccesecie 27,661 5 1 : 
———_——— 220,106 12 7 


£356,943 0 5 


2see ~ 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the State Trawling Industry above set forth. We have obtained 


all the information and explanations we have required. 


Subject to the sufficiency of the depreciation 


established by the Management, in our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to show the true 


position of the state of the Undertaking’s affairs, according to the best of our information and the 


—_ 


explanations given us and as disclosed by the books, accounts, and vouchers of the Undertaking. 


Department of Audit, 
21st September, 1923, 


C. W. CLIFFORD. 
R. G. GRAY. 


TrawLinc Account—For the Eight Months ended 28th February, 1923. 


a i 2s. a; 

To Stock on Hand at Ist July, 1922..............004. 161 11 9 | By Bajanese transferred to Trading Accovat........ 40,793 14 7 
Beasicets and BOXES © .....c.-2rc.assccscssecncsneeoveo ens 97 14 6 
UU ee tee os alpsocst 9,622 18 4 
Depreciation ........c.ecceeseecssceesenceeeeerseneraan ess 4,482 10 0 
General Expenses .......c:s00 ceee senses seeeeeeneee eee 13 Sao 
Gear Replacements .....-.cccseceeeenes creveeseneee es , 2,786 19 1 
ie ee Sor Risse cette os eiesse cpio en axair oh sinc se sstinesises 1,312 19 64 
1 SCTE PASE 8h Sans odeadnaeence cot cantor icndnarpebeooaeiac 1,332 15 1 
MB SaG LILENAUS ccrciccsssocovescoonresssercperres sesso ees 45 12 8 
Repairs and Docking..........-:ssessecseeeeeeeeeeee sos 5,054 0 6 
SAE Una, tite oe iadice Ace dou Re dedncouiino sponses uoecHCDEn 641 13 4 
RV EGOS cencevcorcpsrence-scvccnsconen seneseeeevacoonenes: vee 125879) 12) 7 
PO MICOTIOG -ccloas-saccaccs «2p-2seer L gponntndngen bsdeotnee 1,842 9 10 
Workmen’s Compensation ........:seeeeseecee eevee 515 8 10 


£40,793 14 7 


-_-—— + ——— 


£40,793 14 7 
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Trapinc Account for the Eight Months ended 28th February, 1923. 


£ Sd 

To Balanze from Trawling Account oe.. seece seeceeens 40,793 14 7 
Stock om hams) Istrd) Wl yameto 22st eleanor 2S 5 ee OaaG 

| Purchases <oetsc sree eta eee BS By 
| Retail Depéts, Running Expenses ...... ..... ..... 102 0Sei at 
Central Depét, Running Expenses ... ....... ...... 10,177 8 9 
Meat Depot, Running Expenses... 415 3 0 
Motor; Running tixpenses\irrsscs scsi aeanar PRIM St 116) 

| Fish-cooking, Expenses) ssacse-n-tue essen oneacenon 597 16 3 
Fish-smok ings Wxpensesiecmrspacectescemn estates 232) 6b 
Fish-canning Expenses........ Woay Gh ae fossa ton gre 105 7 4 
Country Sales stiircsccoestorcetteesewa nena deneetonte 1401 el 
Municipal Markets Exponses ........0.s001 seessseee Sp 7 ING) 

£ 70,886 3 0 


£ a. d. 
By Sales o.6ci¢ ose covseusenmetw peta te0s0es ueagre cea gs sare 09,204 BOREL 
Balance transfor red to Profit and ‘Less Account 15,622 2 1 


£70,886 3 0 


Prorit anp Loss Account for the Eight Months ended 28th February, 1923. 


£ Suds fess id 
To Balane2 transferred from Trading Aczount...... 15,622, 92" J PeBy Discounbir..cv.s..csesss sure ash mercer macros alee 123° 3 10 
Bad Debts (ancerscrines sails viaetiucea nee: SodbAon oad aon one JOO 1L 5 Balance carried to Profit and Loss Appropria- 
ID CeWEN AEC) caenbeaea: canesicen sages. noo sdnanh nodndatnouesoner: 113 3 PioM MA CCOUNGE Ns trenton un arucneciansee a ata Panes esis ales iN 
General Expenses-—IHead Office ...............06 ec le 0M Ome 6 
Holiday -Pay yucsesec. Niuagecananas tetas Aegean esonses We etoote aL) 
Dalariescharracsenactleretvane searaaeeacdsedonse ene 1,949 7 4 
GAVE. Bak omicseeiecdnesiencioaucmmenscaceincscnscceelicesis isyf ch. AH} 
Interest on Overdraft.s ic. ccccns. cssscare Poacenened a tbyagelde hel ih 
£22529 1899 £22,295 18 9 
Prorit AND Loss Appropriation Account, 28th February, 1923. 
ok le £ g., al: 
To Balanze brought down from Profit and Loss By Balanee carried to Profit and Loss Accu- 
IACCOUNE Ratiuseoec academe teem ence neceeemmrendcs ea ped izle Nh mulated Account. ..cencsssnecsoutdtceenere atte eae PIA sy 1 
Interest on Operative Capital..........s.s0:eeceseee AS) Gy 3 
Sinking Fund Contribution.........cccccesses serene 330 3 11 
SOL (5) £27, 66am 
INOPERATIVE Assets, Prorit AND Loss AccouNT. 
Les; ead. ee wal: 
To Receiving Stations Depreciation and Ma‘n- By Rents, Receiving Stations ©..7-...c.-)..:+s«sssstmee 439 19 § 
EETLANIC Ss gu entree ene cite octane ee Claeaiceee mele eres aantome (Ea ES ul Balance carried to Protit and Loss Acou- 
Interest on Inoperative Capital ...... Sadun’ 1,423 4 6 mulated Account .......... ahiie eves ace one eae val Oh 
Sinking Fund Contribution.. ..... Scipaaameressnenees ORS aay) 
£3,027 2 0 £3,027 2 0 
REALIZATION Account, 30th June, 1923. 
| | 
| aire £ ie, Ch £ 6. d. 
| To Realization Expenses ..... 02... 11. sesssssee coseees 4,497 S 3] By Rents, Receiving Stations ....... 232 2 3 
Loss on Realization of Assets to date ............ 1,055 16 4 Balance carried to Profit and Loss Accumulated 
interestion Overdratteaeom cee ree Sen ore chal Re Thies ahi VANE COU EN A nhs dnbrindoopciecs Soc ran One nia awachakerens : 9,587 16 4 
Interest on Capitaliiaacccreecemeeseerties et 3,290 15 4 
Sinking Fund Contribution ...,......ccccecee ne Ph 1k 8 
£9,819 18 7 £9,819 18 7 
pee peng eee EES 
PROFITS AND LORS ACCUMULATED, ACCOUNT 2 at Un June, 1923. 
: osama, CoS 
To Balance? brought forward at Ist July, 1922. 180,280 8 10 | By Balance carried forward ........ aca ean eer eeel 220,106 12 7 
Balance brought down from inoperative assets, 
Profit and Loss Account........ diese hehe naan tes 257] De 
Balance from Realization Account ...........06008 9,587 16 4 
Balance from Profit and Loss Appropriation 
AcCountaearerormeraurcanie caine shnrasanon Feongits ee ae al 


£220,106 12 7 


£220,106 1207 


33 


The Trawling Industry operated from Ist July, 1915, to 28th February, 1923, During that period 
it amassed a capital liability, with sundry adjustments from time to time, of £220,463 10s. 1ld. With the 
writing out of some vanished and also preliminary expense assets and, further, the initial realisation sales, 
this figure was, at 30th June, reduced to £194,908 15s. 8d., which was the capital as determined by the 
Capital Cost Committee at that date. This amount, in turn, as shown, has been further reduced by 
depreciation charges to £133,537 11s. 4d., and is the figure set down for final realisation. 

At this stage special attention is directed to the qualifying certifi¢ates to the balance-sheets, which 
have been signed, year by year, by officers of this Department, and which suggested that insufficient 
depreciation had been provided in the accounts. This was specially the case with the trawling vessels; 
The position should have been the more apparent in view of the heavy construction cost during the war 
period, and the impossibility of the trawlers earning such profits during that period, as would allow of 
the extra cost being written out, which was the usual policy adopted by owners in regard to the merchant 
service fleet. The trawlers have, since the 30th June, all been sold at prices which reveal enormous losses, 
as the following statement shows :— 


Vessel. Cost. para ne Price Realised. 
ta sede i Sd: ee 

Brolga... ey een ade 16,169 3 9 8,356 10 2 4,400 
Kooraga ... ane ae er. 12,922 14 6 Ce2e OFS 8,000 
Gunundaal Sb Ne a 12,880 10 3 7,809 0 O 3,500 
Goonambee wae hee ae 23,000 Lit 1SOTE- 1a 2 3,500 
Goorangat ci ne an 23,508 19m & 19,302 17 0 3,500 
Mbbiw ... oes AES SAF 24,0382 15 4 TOL7TS Lae 8 3,500 
Dureenbee Roe i Bee 24,026 8 10 19,899 8 1 6,500 

Total pt He tee Libt4ion oD £102,042 7 2 £32,900 


—— on 


This establishes a loss on the realisation of the vessels of £69,142 7s. 2d, 
Other realisation losses, most of which are established, but others only approximately so, are--- 


fs. d 

Retail Depots Fe eee wis Bf : 1,746 4 2 
Motor Lorries, &c. (sale incomplete) eas ee oe ae A, 5 a | ee 
Plant, (Idle)—(Incomplete) ... ae Bre Bs ar iD, sot 724 17 11 
Office equipment (sale incomplete) ... a sn oes rs ag) agers 
Central Depot, Woolloomooloo A oa nee sie a8 ae col me 4a. 
Newcastle Depot ve mt. ee a e i of pe PO ble. eG 
Maclean Depot (incomplete, but approximately correct) ... oe ARS Bi oe 
Pindimar Depot ey . < a aes ae 2,000 O O 
Eden Depot “ p , er Se ee ola. be & 
Wandandian ... Ae na are wen a sae ee ay 443 8 9 
Sundry small assets... ts fh os ay Aas Oe aia 1 6 10 
Realisation expenses to date ... bie es oe ao se we, 3 2,046 OF O 

Total ame ce pr ot Fas as ... £21,329 15 10 


So that the total approximate losses on realisation to date are £90,472 3s. Od. 

The balance-sheet, which includes trading results to 28th February and small asset sales between 
that date and 30th June, indicates that for the eight months there was a trading loss of £27,661 5s. 1d., 
loss on inoperative assets of £2,577 2s. 4d., and a preliminary loss on certain realisations of £9,587 16s. 4d., 
in all, an addition of £39,826 3s. 9d. to the accumulated deficit at 30th June, 1922, the said deficit at 30th 
June, 1923, being £220,106 12s. 7d. 

In retrospect, therefore, almost eight years’ trading and the inevitable winding-up of the busincss 
have resulted in a loss so far to the State of £309,522. As some few assets still remain to be sold this amount 


may be increased. 
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SPECIAL UNDERTAKING OF A NATIONAL CHARACTER. 


Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas. 
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MURRUMBIDGEE IRRIGATION AREAS. 


BALANCE-SHEET as at 30th June, 1923, 


LIABILITIES. ASSETS, 
£ as. ad. cC Roms mec, ee Be <a ee RG 
Capital— ; 
Burrinjuck Reservoir, including 
General Loan Account ... 7,470,578 13 1 Plantieand Mand Geiereseree sc: 1,438,959 19 10 
Public Works Fund......... 19,316 ia aes. | Goondah Railway ..... ..cscscesseeeee 65,568 312 11 
Consolidated Revenue Ac- 
COUND igeccchten eecmaesen eee A°035 ee eT Main Canal and Weir at Ber- 
embed. wis wccecmenesneeeaseers ance 1, 1815141 98. 34 
Acquisition Of Land .i.c.c.0ss.ssss00e 912,273 16 11 
7,653,929 19 3 
Improvements and Expenses of 
Slo division scones tance cares 147,259 4 3 
os, al 
Outstanding Contour Drafting and Surveys...... 19,798 0 11 
Vouchers, q 
General Loan | Channels—Construction, &c. ...... 1,026,919 12 1 
Account .. 204,074 138 5 
Roads, Streets, &c.—Construc- 
Less out- GION; (Cains enaescteseeneoee es 198,406 7 7 
standing 
Credit. — Clearing Townships and other 
Vouchers 84212 2 SUS EN vhtnctende cormareisocc DenGo nnn 2 015433 85 ee 
203,232 1 3 | Fencing Roads, Channels, &. ... 47,761 6 8 
Offices, Accommodation Houses, 
Creditors for Land Re- Dmrellin gstecce nr vircseiesnasteoseer 216,417 10 1 
SUNOCO Fineamernecreete terns 4,000 0 O f 
Five Services. 2) d..ckesocemndeneas a Noints 13334 36 95 
Canning” Hactory (uenorcs«ssasesaavees 186,115 13 3 
7,861,162 0 6 H 
f Canning Factory in course of 
Less Losses on Trad- Creeblon cr Tisibhe wane eeneneeee eee 11,036 18 10 


ing Accounts prior 


to 30th June, 1915, | Machinery for Canning Factory, 


financed from Gene- CUPTETUR eae cae eres Klos nears 9,955 9 4 

ral Loan Account— 

to be transferred, Electric Power Stations, &c. ...... 106,066 0 5 

and Rebate to M. I. ; 

D. F. Co-op. Co., } Water Supplies, Mains, &. ...... 65,421 1 11 

Ltd., on taking over 

Butter and Bacon P UNGrserics scnvreroccessecsmiee barter 627 Set 

Factories —to be : 

VOLO smear detect 28,424 3 9 Cattle Pound and Sale Yards ...... 2,989 3,2 
= 7,832,737 16 9 | Sewerage Depots oo... ceseecseee 2,000 7 0 


Consolidated Revenue Ac- Kurniture Scare etme 1265317 215 may 
count— 

Net Expenditure at f Stocks for Construction ............ 60,427 18 8 

WP TOASUEY boat eacore ve 45,523 1'6) 80 F 
Add outstanding | Advances to Settlers..........cssc0.0 Pe OP esp 33 

Vouchers ......... 37 19 3 

Transfer from Capi- Railway Sidings ..0....cc.sessesseeoe 15,583 14 1 

fal Seas damentaneonues 23,424 3 9 
| MUTARTIGS cca cesea eee ea ee 3,884 1 0 

- 68,985 19 0 § 
| Supervision. Assets... csecsesersessoes 1,230 10 4 


Special Deposits Aceount— Deep Ploughing, Investigation 


TEXPONSOS.Accnetae ee Tess eee eae 899 15 5 
Outstanding Vouchers .,, 112,215 11 2 


Advance to provide Working 

Capitaliand Stocks).a.cse seen 155,000 
Less Credit : : : De 
Balance at 
Treasury 11,385 7 1 
Collections S32, UML 
in Transit 7,304 13 9 agar thee? © 


———_—_ 18,690 010 
Less Depreciation .....,.....5 147,584 8 11 
93,525 10 4 
Security and Contract Deposits...........,.06 35 0 0 —————_— /, 055,100 Haan e 
Carried forward ... .....00 £7,995,284 6 1 Carried itor wander rcnn ett £7,685,153 7 10 


$$$... 
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BALANCE-SHEET as at 30th June, 1923—continwed. 
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LIABILITIES. ASSETS. 
£ 3 28 © | & sd. "eee meas 
BIOURNe Twas: iveesie |e eteeestte 7,995,284 6 1 Browehoto nya rians eden ecdeanreneee 7,685,153 7 10 
Reserves— Sundry Debtors— 
Bad: Debts es. Sttrcctastem secste scat access 2,106 9 7 Mortgagesand Instalments 1,613,158 12 4 
Live Stockand Short Loans... 35,274 2 2 
Land Rentals and Water 
General Revenue Account— Rates) Socata tee sak 226,370 0 10 
Balance at 30th June, Town Block Rentals ......... 9,063 0 10 
WALI cs is lets cs Waseerectns aoe UM ts ocener aie: 7,797 6 5 Sundry DebtOrs ietiicit-..ee.< 36,720 14 It 
Interest Suspense Account— 1,920,591 11 1 
Interest to 30th June, 1915 347,524 13 Less Advances paid from 
Capitales Sis ees setieeseca. 1,772,372 18 3 
Interest on Works under Ca 
Construction to 30th June, 148,218 12 10 
BUZGE set sccrwcecendeoanenter ses 9,069 16 
356,594 10 0 | Stocks— 
Generaland Worksin progress 147,433 0 1 
Interest on Overdraft ...csccecene  vvsescceeses 62,557 14 3 295,651 12 11 
Less— fe ede 
Statutory Charges — Construction 
Interest on Capital, lst July, Stocks paid 
TOs to s0th Junes L923 23.0 i8l6.5).5.0. 1,782;662 12 11 from Capi- 
: Galirse cote 60,427 18 8 
Sinking Fund, Ist July, 1915, 
PE SOUEOUNCs (I2Gediccscccase © desesdeceses 132,659 10 9 Advance for 
Working 
Capital, paid 
fromCapital 155,000 O O 
sees es Ste 4e7 1S. S 
80,223 14 3 
Suspense Account— 
Crown Dues Remissions ...... 30,189 5 2 
General Suspense .............. 10,654 10 4 
— 40,843 15 6 
Revenue Expenditure— 
Lucerne Compensation Claims 
and EX Pensesmrecesadies sees 44,332 12 5 
Allowance to M.I.D.F. Co-op. 
Society khdy ssarsenteenst: 5,000 0 O 
Prizes to Soldier Settlers 84 8 5 
Scientific Investigations ...... 926 12 5 
50,343 13 3 
Revenue Account— 
Loss to 30th June, 1922......... 1,829,923 17 3 
Loss for Year ended 30th June, 
TOSS tee Reese socks coeee 287,210 11 6 
Loss incurred on account of 
previous years now estab- 
Tished ictan cena ee 9,369 0 5 
' - 2,126,503 9 2 
Accrued Interest 
Interest on Capital to 30th 
une LOUD cec secs smede ene 347,524 13 5 
Interest on Works under Con- 
BULUCUION  cordeeersencseodeeres 9,069 16 7 
356,594 10 0 
£10,339,662 10 0 £10,339,662 10 0 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas above sét forth. We have 
obtained all the information and explanations we have required. Subject to the sufficiency of the depreciation 
established by the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission, in our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly 
drawn up so as to show the true position of the state of the Undertaking’s affairs according to the best of. our 
information and the explanations given us and as disclosed by the Books, Accounts, and Vouchers of the 
Undertaking. . 


| Department of Audit. 
5th September, 1923, 


C. W. CLIFFORD. 
R. G. GRAY. 
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GENERAL REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 301rn JUNE, 1923. 


Trading. 
To Net Losses— Ces. ad. £ s. d. | By Net Profits— £ Bs. aa: £ os. d. 
Domestic Water Supply— INUTsery—Gari Hit ecestensecsesersacees 756 10 10 
Leeton anid) Yano: \s..cssaceeeese 1,282 10 10 Sanitation—Leeton ...........sseee0s 133 11 0O 
Sriffith Breese chs cesceeeme ences 1,205 8 4 aa (GnehintAele Scoqedonaseeooaoon 99 “37 Eb 
Venda eiircncatiiuisrsecdsssaae ace 492 17 3 CanninoRl actor yacenrtardccseasssteanae: 295 18 11 
Dry Area Rentals ...........200+00008 4,104 9 O 
House and Property Rents— Commissioners Crops \..rsccceereree 21 5 4 ; 
Leeton and Vanco ares.csstesacere 3,126 0. 74. 5,411 2.16 
Griffith 2. ee eee 1,842 1 10 
“The Hydro ” Accommodation 
HOUS86 Are nate tomate eee eae: 1,708 19 9 
*Mirrool House” #Accommo 
dation: Houses. ceccceehes teeta 4,470 14 8 
Nursery—Leeton .......... garesscene 2,896 6 0 
Sanitation—Yenda.............sce0sees 245 19 10 
Electrical Power Houses ..,..,...... 848 5 10 
———_—— Balance Carricd Down ....scecscssscsesnsereceees eit 125708 sal 29 
£18,119 4 3 —— 
— £18,119 4 3 
Administrative. 
Be Geek £ os. a. Gr (oh, £ sea. 
To Balanee Brought Down —......seee tenes 12,708 1 9] By Earnings from Distribution of 
- Water— 
Expenses Incidental to Distri- Water Rates and Charges ......... Sifc 36,159 io 
bution of Water :— 
Berembed Weir Maintenance 572: 70:10 Earnings from Land Settlement— 
Channel Maintenance ..............- 5,324 19 3 LeasoRentals Saveteccsscssssonness bt Reais 67,061 16 7 
Drainage Maintenance ............ 3,812 10 11 
Main Canal Maintenance ......... Sworel0) Ih af Sundry Earnings— 
Noxious Weeds Destruction ...... 2,416 13 10 Miscellancous Revenue ........666- 4,491 4 7 
Telephone Maintenance ............ 1,601 13 8 ANCETESE Jl wee newccanentcmstine nti senenes 833017 1272 
Water Distribution ...............+.. 16,930 17 10 
ee oo Ot 87,508 16 9 
Expenses Incidental to Land and Difference between Rate of Inter- 
Settlement :— est charged to Soldier Settlers 
Lands Administration ............ SOG a an (on assistance up to £625) and 
Township Watering and Mainten- the current rate of interest 
ENING) soo cs non posonasanodooponatyoneniae7 US) Ua charged to settlers = -cssncrnsss cs mmnneee Sone 9,045 7 2 
Road Plantation Maintenance ... 894 4 6 
Road and Structures Mainten- Balance, being Net Loss for year, 
ANCE. sessecvwases aeoeseo estan ecen ease 4,015 19 11 Carried Cows oaesneadensecssenee ase sisinistea 287,210 11 6 
Land Settlement aereare eee tes 6,513 16 9 
Barrier Fence Maintenance......... 370 15 0 
Rabbit Destruction <..c0-sc...-+-22-- 2.200 12 0 
ee Oe ap 
Expenses Incidental to Adminis- 
tration, &¢c. :— 
Supervision Expenses and Salarics 26,175 6 9 
Executive Board Expenses ...... 1,102 4 6 
Bush Fires Prevention............... 362. 0 5 
Loss on Regazettal and Upkeep 
of Vacant -Warms cence e205 Lele 
a 29,721 10 11 § 
Interest for Current Year :— 
Interest on Capital .............. 373,848 10 8 
Interest on Overdraft ......... 16,687 0 5 
Contribution to Sinking Fund... 24,901 18 7 
415,437 9 8 
Less Interest debited to Trading 
Departments ~ siieccesecsercrse 30,011 17. 7 i 
—————— 385,425 12 1 
£486,985 15 6 | £486,985 15 6 
ic “Os. ad. ay Real £ sd 
To Balance brought down ............ sss. 287,210 11 6 4 By Balance Transferrcd .........+0000 AGanesenantes ++290,079 LITT 
Losses incurred prior to 30th June, 
1921 :— 
Loss in Building Soldiers’ Houses 5,085 0 8 
Canning Factory, Leeton— 
Realisation of 
Stocks packed 
prior to 30th 
June, 1921 ... 2,948 10 8 
INtOrest he.sseee-ere 1,385 99 1 
— —— 4,333 19 9 
——————_ 9,369 0 5 


£296,579 11 11 


£296,579 11 11 
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Canning Factory. 
TIN FACTORY.—Manuracturine Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


: £ os. d. £ os. d. 
op Lo Tin Plate: dsr aie conte hisnaattrnudeareertviass 15,555 7 27 By Balance transferred to Canning Factory 
| Salaries and Wages ..... ........ ene es fae . 2,896 14 9 Manufacturing Account ..... ssc ronson 21,808) OTD 
Holiday. Payiis tAnen. ed Bort vndoos ah 1805 25 0 
Gétoral: Expenses 3. aceite 363 17 1 
Manufacturing Expenses ........0..s0000000- Seatae 1,351 15 10 
Dower’ and, Lighters ove hic’ ees os 320 9 4 
Repairs and Replacements..............c008 seserees 40 8 6 
Depreciation ........ssersereeeess Hs ee 1,180 5 4 
£21,889 0 0 £21,889 0 0 
d : 


CANNING FACTORY.—Manuracturine Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


foe ae dd. fae Sand, £ a, d. 
To Purchases Fruit, Vegetables and By Balance transferred to Canning Heston 
POlpe tis cise eine ee shee pe tee ot 450 2 11 TV radante ACCOUN( a, tecassiestctenss esenaekeceises 71,498 4 6 
Sugar and Manufacturing Sun- 5 
Criss A eee eee 12,639 16 4 j 
-—~——_ 13,089 19 3 f 
Tin Factory Manufacturing Ex- 
DODSESbeceecncicecptisencenccsaeneasas ee 0 0 
Sundry Containers .............0008 CS 1 
Boxes, Shooks, and Trays, &c. . 3,975 6 O 
EDOM cot riacaccecusns scasaanirecsss 9s <0 690 7 0 
26:6235) One! 
WV PER mrctarnctstarnccccriessnchavestese 18,852 3 11 
Salaries and Allowances ........... 624 15 5 
HUG Beans hcdecke sock cate esscsronaeeess 418 13 2 
Electric Light and Power ......... 1,730 14 6 
UCTS en ett le Aa ise a 8 
Repairs and RepJacements......... 300 4 8 
BIOMGAY SE AY Macs cure cissess ties vax el, O Ont 2eL) 


24,847 10 3 | 
Depreciation— Plantand Buildings .. ...........640. 6,937 14 11 | 


£71,498 4 6 


£71,498 4 6 


Traping Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1925. 


Es Side Lp as di : £ s, da fis a: 
To Stocks on Hand.......... PRiatetaasrs gsc ancseat Ba en 1,524 0 Q4% By Processing for Commonwealth 
Transfer Manufacturing Costs 1 ite, eo oe PY descr sees hee 71,403 9 11 
from Manufacturing Account ......:ssse0ee, 71,498 4 6 Packisoeearsesuscduciemeattcsescetns 9,202 10 9 
Salaries and Allowances ......... BNO) yf Slovaeer a ciecapicvcnencnese ccc ccvnt 1,898 1 4 c 
General Expenses ..c..sscseeeess 629 16 9 — 82,504 2 0 
Supervision ..... Se 500 0 0 Sales eranecasctice se opn ce mony cue Bese va csieded nai 0s os eo 7 10 
Stationery ani Printing .. Ae eee : 30 9 0 Stocks on hand...... DA ees triad CV Aen Pe Batirnh 4,552 19 11 
—————_ 1,472 18 5 | 
Commission on Sales...........1608 288 9 3 
Cartage Outwards ...........0s00008 6B} 
— 293 12 4 
Gross Profit transferred to 
Profit and Loss Account........ Raeeneein ete LO; lose Lom 6 
£90,957 9 9 £90, oo YG) 
Pee eee pees Se NE ee ee ee ree ee 


Prorit anp Loss Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


Pin. eee mr 
oe sa do > ee 
To Gross Loss transferred from Dining Rooms and By Gross Profit transferred from Trading Account 16,168 19 6 
PRIVOLMILOLICS ME werncesteer cect 20ase 2m kL 
Fares of Female Employees............ssseseceseenes . 808 7 2 
Free Meals to Employees during off season...... 950 12 6 
Advertising ........ LasOass eben asenuseses Se Oarone Acasa 5 0 0 
TRBUTAN OG, 6. cecsisctieessos ncscuacaduvanatetrueetedeeeres 173 5 2 
Balance carried down ov... SEM « vials sane BCE ZaD 11,294 12 7 
£16,168 19 6 £16,168 19 6. 
Interest on Capital— Sa, Be. Gs 
Canning ees Punts, QO0ls lor g Balance brought down 101. wesssssensecssseeeeetoes 11,204 12 7 
Dining Rooms and Dormitories 1 5984 18 5 
— 10,998 13 8 
Balance transferred to Revenue Account....,... : 295 18 11 
£11,294 A i £11,294 12 7. 


40 
Canning Factory—continued. | 
DINING-ROOM AND DORMITORIES.-—Trapinc Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923, 


Sis. a. ; 2 Vs. Gi, 
To Perishable Stocks nec: sn0s0+ copaseitneen onigstare roast 2,027 1 p By Recpivbs:tycessscocecectan=s arte saad inns Rene rea) eae 4,197 4 7 
i Go WAGCCB By scncnescer secrete sense oes 1 8 
nee Bonen wissen guste Sens seetee ro scane eames 566 19 1 Balance transferred to Profit and Loss Account 2,337 2 1 
Wleptric Wai ghh sone. .etewscs: teccursctemnmec acces 226013 0] ; 
Sanitation and (Water iaeiscctaccneesissnternets saison 223 ip! 
Equipment y.s0s.ccscecetsactossess ce suusesecertacacweae srs 795 10 6 
Depreciation ....... Musesboiitacaterencontzerscmeattetuasews 12512 a) 
£6,534 6 8 £6,534 6 8 
REALIZATION OF Stocks.—Trading Account for Twelye Months ended 30th June, 1923. 
| xz s. d. oe 7, Cle ox s. d. 
To Manufactured Stocks on hand By Rebate On BARAE  ...+++ +6) sepeeapsrepgveds pence sean a7 0 1 
30th June, 1922 ee. 51,141 12 9 Beles -.0s4ss05; fens seaus songs sata hitt sha thes fe eee 57,229 2 11 
Manufacturing Costs ........ ...... 17 AT 10 Stocks On Dang .o.srsecvcs Sesscont os Gresveeeceaamaciag 2,551 17 3 
—_———— 52,259 10 7 Gross Loss transferred to Profit and Loss ; 
Commission on Sales........,...... 1,625 19 11 ACCOUNE 22, Gon ssereaher scntnns tanitatay seanns tSoeperert 2,839 14 1 
Freight and Export Charges..... 9,418 2 4 
Cartage outwards ............0..005 69 eG 
General Expenses ............4..000 25 0 0 
os 11938. 0 
£63,397 14 4 £63,397 14 4 
REALIZATION OF Stocks.—Profit and Loss Account for Twelve Menths ended 30th June, 1923. 
By Rss c: £ s. d. 
To Gross Loss transferred from Trading Account 2,839 14 1] By Balance carried GOWN .....s..ss:cecseeneeeeesssennnee 2,948 10 8 
IUSULATICE Sat .cere utorteeore hen ay ee ee 31 9 2 
PAOVGFMBING 1,028. chsenspaaes (ei gai<erseetars ei ereeoaneeion 17 7 3 
£2,948 10 8 ) £2,948 10 8 
oe ae 
To Balance brought down -.......ssccsccsss sosvsenvens 2,948 10 8 | By Balanee frepalerted to General Reyenue 
Tnberest.on sStOCk sone ete sc etc 15300 9 Account ,,...... aie ; : wosese OOS Oo 
£4,333 19 9 £4,333 19 9 
SES ee 
‘Dry Area Rentals and Agistment. 
Trapinac Account.—For Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 
£ d. . 7 £5. os 
To Depreciation— By Rents and Agistment ..,........-.esee00 sisscoonsesee 20,000 8 10 
Gogeldrie iach day Ee age ae asic aincatencete oe 315 0 0 : : 
Plant and Horses ....,,.......0.s0000 Ah Ae Sd 4215 6 
Lienoral Gxpongos., 0: w0.dcatersrrerce ete eee 8 6 4 
LONG TE OGU 2 Coeviceuh i cies oaterec tance ere tre ieee 110 12 5 
sire Gr Motorscars 7.4 eee cea ores : 30 3 11 
dngupanee «1. Ga50 3.) pave cccoiee ee ee 4 210 
Repairs to Fences, Drains, &c. ..........00..,000008 186 2 10 
Rabbit Destruction =. Coceoco tio cnobeee Ui eee 3,826 9 6 
PMIBTICH ANG *AV ALES co. s5:5c.0ceccocssovercadsocecvens 1,450 4 0 i 
Pumping Charges and Water Supply ........... - J92-.2 6 
SUDSPV ENON. sretier aioe atte niece ae 45 0 0 
Net Profit transferred to General Revenue 
ACGount s.cirmer ete eee «devannenes 4,104 9 0O 
£10,315 8 1 £10,315 8 10 
—— ——— 


A] 


Government Stores. 
Trapinc Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


£ 


Qu 


Ely 360 Gk GO ANC: ct nzuinn sade teemedtrarsaseteacdetes 79,056 11 7 | By Balance brought forward ...........cscseseeeseee 
Piarcbasese. vase ccc cts ctaces neeer i eacose mien oreces 90,002 6 0 DIES Let nc lduateadedaccecgades penvescerids seqicesieess 
MEST: Cane SR Sach Rena REO TOR Barttn aa coke nabrady todde 8,258 5 5 IROMGS east ccc tasssessanestsasecssreuscstscedisacess oss 
Waite Pe: OUUWATOS .. c.vececssessestecvesdtemesesacess 365 7 4 tawkro%m; NANG... etagcaciscs ate ns asec Sonsencovene 
Salaries and Supervision ............ssseecsseseeees 3,181 19 1 
CroMSTeL EX ponses,  occeccscscancavaevesssenssaae ves 819 18 2 
Un SURAD NG ey aiececcessesahicgh Soa sstceadinsaceesinse ace 70218 4 
EMME RE eo ces att son ccaieht dneuhicgast tines sas es 50) 9) 4 
OU GCIUHIO NN 4 cosneeh ccece ence caceendaseeseevaceeeeses 1,462 3 9 
Workmen’s Compensation Insurance ......... Li Wd 
USETIAG Cig ae a eat Gf RS 1 a a DU ol 20m te 
Balance carried forward  .....sossescsecessseseees 1,388 18 2 


£190,505 16 
—————S—— 


i 


Electric Power-House—Yanco. 


MANUFACTURING Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


1021 


co ee 
1,296 8 10 
111,526 18 3 
56 6 8 
41,626°2 7 


£190,505 16 4 


; £ os. d. 
To Depreciation—Buildings .....,...... 460" 1 By Sundry Services to Outside Customers .......... 1,343. 3 11 
ft PVAD GH ceendsacesrssecss 1;206. i> Total Cost of Produetion transferred to Trading 
Transmission Lines ACCOMM UIP Ee eh ssc ose aates teen tyes Teacewoanvast os 3,952 0 0 
Plant vcis..3 183 4 2 
5 MOCOTSe iifai ose oc nse 2320 lee Wl 
Hr Re Reto cys Sayed as 42 15 0 


2,124 18 5 
Firewood, Coal and Cartage 


Lattn's ctanemearusie nes (as 6,470 2 10 
PIMITEAR CONE Mme snare nicer te secelsticnisiesasenees 1238 6 5 
GUceE VE NL atortalannn ermristtet atlas irsncosuveseanes AB, BY oe 
PIE Ve UsKMCUSE Sige stmaen haterent pistes tenncsaseve nace 149 11 2 
WE ROS ccc ei's<stanstocns Pe aease tide dca Ppcs'casbsnenss ov 5,237 7 10 
ERGO ye Bom can coma te need rites jestane sags oete vista cilesion’ 67 13 8 


£15,295 3 11 


i 


TrapInc Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


£15,295 3 11 


£) Be ds 
19,206 8 2 
258 19 7 


£19,465 7 9 
4,003 15 2 
848 5 10 


—— 


8. 
To Total Cost of Production transferred from Bye Saaeee vase tess cin sacumeenes pesanenssase seg emule ile 
Manufacturing Account ........csecerereen neon ees 13,952 0 0 Profit on Sale of Electric Stock .....c...seceeeeee 
General Expenses ......;.csscseesersenves cvenenennerces 210 19 10 
AM GSE Gs 1) syarsccsn selnersoePerloesecesonzsacaeinaniiahins a6 938 12 9 
SUpervision......... cccsesscecensecnnvaneceeconsanene serves 360 0 0 
Balance carried GOWN .......ssseesssesurieneeeerecses , 4,003 15 2 
£19,465 7 9 
ea By Balance brought down ....u....sscsersessersctere eases 
Net Loss for 12 months, transferred to General 
To Interest on Capital .....cscccseee sonsevseeneesen ere ees 4,852 1 0 Revenue Account  .... s..cse-yessersseveneeeres 
£4,852 1 0 


£4,852 1 0 


7e 3029 
49 
4) “ 
Domestie Water Supplies. 
LEETON anp YANCO.—Trapine Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923, 
ae Te tah £ 4. a. 
To Salavica.and Wares" nti Mnee ee 30218 | By AWater Charges (0.0 e a eae 3,606 10 6 
Hlectric: Powerls%.....ccccumuesdomteasteeeiccoinde ters 937 7 7 
Generali Expenses Zanorccs ascccus es aeetaen gery ceeeens 28 9 0 
Water Rates (iiss -tu...ctessentemeagtiaseeaerancetenies 20 0 0 
Repairs and Replacements .........scscessessenvseeee 12413 1 
Supérvision 4 c.csnemunyaceecape peeeeveess cies aeanee 70 0 0 
Depreciation on— eC s 
PION tiiccrcctenctictcesnactsecetrontates 61 6 8 
Service Reservoir ......sceccssseees 165 13 4 
MAINS Peep ececlsoustucresodeereaetecere 675 011 
Reservoirs yess menses heccets 26 4 2 
Temporary Water Supply ...... 1413 0 
Drafting and Design Water 
| Supply icc. sscotessceneaceceee ewe 60 4 10 
Pamping Stationers teen bf a lsh 
Water Mains Connections ....... 122 13 8 
Vilter*Tank 7. aeaesssupnerccseere: 37 6 6 
| Settling tankse.cn reece 9615 1 
—— 1,277 10 1 
Balance carried down ....ceeceseseee eens peccantes tates 755 12 6 
£3,606 10 6 £3,606 10 6 
To Interest on Capital........00 Aches Se eee 2,038 3 4 | By Balance brought down .........sccssssssssssessoeeeens . 75512 6 
Net Loss for 12 months, transferred to General 
Revenue: Account 55.0.0. .s1ecserserern moreno . 1,282 10 10 
£2,038 3 4 £2,088 3 4 
= ee ES 
GRIFFITH.—Trapinc Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 
£ is,00d, £ Smee 
To Stock on (Hand Fecnsmetsacen ene vinege Romer 85 13 6 | By Water Charges .......... Matin rie pee yn weieden 954 9 11 
Salaries. and. W ages ceca.cccontuosciieeee ceew eters 43417 0 Tapping, Fees 2 o.o..cs.csesccunebas sousenartesenstetenne 5 38 6 6 
Hlectric: Power ey tinacumer eo tessa ates noeet ete 188 12 6 HUNALY SCLVICES, Ge. scik weareenene eae esheets aenee 5 1418 0 
General sExpenses. ate ces coe eee Shh aly an Stock: on hand \jch.c5.csseswnmeseenee meester eer e eee 775 10 6 
Repairs and Renewals\..2...::.:.csuss0reseesssenerees 61 010 Balance carried (down). -centereenereeen tenes : 271 5 5 
Meters 122 ais aresetctaiscs ieee ker eerie 667 18 9 
Hlorseleed sails ties ate eaecet an ette ee aee ere ame OL MORTOs 
Petrol and Oilajae. cushion ee 28° 25 42 
SWPCL VISION GAT neeoehier ace ee ee 30 0 0 
Depreciation Asai eee re 465 310 
£2,054 10 4 £2,054 10 4 
To Balance brought down..........sccssecsevescveserseeees 271 5 5] By Net Loss for twelve months, transferred 
dnterest.on Capital [2 csctss mayncer cee nets 934 2 11 to General Revenue Account.........sccccsssersiee . 1,205 63 oe 
£1,205 8 4 £1,205 8 4 
YENDA.—'Trapine Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 
; te £ 8. dd. 
To Salaries‘and Wages (duane neo eemeaee 179 , 6 Of By Water: Charzes cincccvsteaseudanineteneces orn 119 9 3 
Repairs and Renewals ......s.cs0sceosecntersouserecnes 32.1779 Lapping Fees cusocbasseavecrccaeeiansncumere cettoladeieier 010 6 
Petrol and (Oils 2o7).cadive. ean ee ee PA) ay il Nundry Hervices.ssganercantgeanssteusacdeveer erasers ws 119 2 
IM GLEN cjrestsetaxees sossere -vtavncseaogr een ue eh ee CEMER 30 0 0 Stocks«on hates | vases ot cease dense rornsy omits 42 8 9 
SUMALION GGmiveanscrncech sectecee morranoer kt oro ASO ee Balance carried down totic pbutiecsssase abag 234 8 3 
SUPOL VISION ie csusatsanesnehevhs onmec evel ace ewe ee LOMO SO 
Depreciation gsivcccvucss ot oats eon tnec eE ID ao aes 


£398 15 11 


£398 15 11 


To Balance brought down 0... APOE TNE ; 234 8 3 | By Net Loss for 12 months, transferred to General 
Interest on Capital ............. FRNA eG a 258 9 0 Revenue Account sem neti tetioccttnncrs 492 17 3 
on ees i= 
£492 17 3 £492 17 3 
; ; eee 
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Nurseries. 


LEETON,--Trapina Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923, 


1023 


® 
Sie Be eee Sa? ep 8s ds Sime Sand: 
To Stock on hand—Trees ....,..... vee 6,644 6 O "LEY STAG cx, Oe ciel Re ee Oe ae a Sindee 4,916 12 5 
Sronoral’y © wstescesaoheaneccum tient » 180° 6) 6 Stock on hand-— 
——. 6,824 12 6 PL POCHgt. 2. sraieaae iaiaed Sone OE 31938 1 3 
SAlATICA ANd WALES co. nctre setenv ne 2,472 17 4 GONEL aE. Masia Ceaewaniqesincens 190 8 O 
‘Trees Porchasedeetec teen ne ere 665 7 3 ——-—— 3,383 9 3 
Freight and Cartage...cccccscsvsesees _ateennse é 4 8 4 Balance carried down,,........00. noses Bence iene 2,493 0 2 
Pita bed Ps atnrchcweavascaren ett cons Wl 3h 
Genpral $x ponses i vvecnn-dec:eshaionne wo seuaosve) 46107149 
FASANO EEN craks Geactytaasronen neakeD: - Bonebeene 53 16 4 | 
Repairs and Replacements ..........0 ssese-es . AGS ay 
Bent of Cottage. Oo. cies, sonccansexe Ai onidertes 60 8 8 | 
Rent of Land and Paddock 1.4... 00 ...eeee 57 4 0 
Workmen’s Compensation In- 
SUPAN COM ec cesses saeco ; es 15 0 OF 
RODOEP ...ccharaciocue tan eee, ee eee 2614" 0: | 
Depreciation: ..i5...ccae eee 264 19 2 | 
Supervision .......... ijucturnencess AG ARRCee ie Oy 
LOR ISme le LO £10,793 1 10 
To Balance brought down ....... ER SA A mat ae 2,493 0 2 | 
Interest on Capital .......... bidaapen. | BARE: 403 5 10 | By Net Loss transferred to General 
i Revenue Account ............005 BSbode ag 2,596 6 0 
£2,896 6 0 | £2,896 6 0 
MIRROOL.—Trapine Account for the Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 
Lanse de some SeeeiGe eS le 2B GE 
To Stock on hand—Trees ............ 99S), OFF By Sales—Trees ....... Misti SPOS eee aeGete sep oovee ant 19,530 12 2 | 
ie ne Equipment, &c. 308 8 5 enti en Gr anmerseadisas: saree enteiinn easeuses cane as 1613 0} 
—— 9,903 9 O Stocks on hand—Trees ............ Tig?tizs 20 
BemUnGiAsG (OL CLECS © sacs. xcessedenapomscs )) sccdeeane sce 7,109 13° 7 % »  Kquipment, &c. 218 3 3 
Remmi ATG! WAGES. ic. .sse teense ns verass ree 6,569 7 0 ——- —— 7,490 9 4 | 
MRR Uke eaccusstaniersnec”  «hdewaskniess 43 0 0 
Horse Feed ............. Nonoutint CAS Sa Dneen mapas enone 469 14 3 
BroneralulxPpenses rues iesarevinesscives saseeussieae a2 19951 
Tools and Harness ........ PMT sisted | ict see's Soins ey 8) 8) 
SCYIE ES! Ronse Gigs Se as aan 52 0 11 
DRAMA COM eee cc she cP McG mare ties. shdieednven By NPS 
Workmen’s Compensation Pre- 
IMLS Meronete eer arouse seat. Recah. arisacsneses P40) I 
Depreciation—Plant, &6. sc5,...c1c05  sssssceeenes Mb NG & 
SUPSLVIsiOnatn cs eesie re eee ca, esiccccaees 200 0 0 
DM ARR Ce src aaka che eel ene ciate... «a0 esiasutys oF GC 
LS CTS ake raat ai as 30) 988 
Cartage and Freight ..............0008 - 298 18 10 
O27 URIS anee pe i ele frie eae A ene : 2710 0 
PIB MESLOBITICC GOW .c.quassicsesst) sos ssesesase 1,404 19 4 
£27,037 14 6 £27,037 14 6 | 
Mpc ess ON CADILAL ..ccaieccbsssececn  aceoeedsooss 648 8 6 | By Balance brought down .. vc-.. cece seeeeee pore 1,404 19 4 
_ Net Profit transferred to General 
Revenxe Account .......... Siti ah bead one 756 10 10 
£1,404 19 4 £1,404 19 4 
Accommodation Houses, 
“THE HYDRO,”—Travine Account for the Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 
| 
Loe se ds rh Gh UE | 
PP GE EEGVASIONS o) vaps.SsssecisGiti neeess . tance 2,171 10 6 | By Earnings—Board and Apartments.. ......:6.:sc0e 6,C68 12 11 | 
Salaries and Wages ....... ee CoC sae at alc 2,265 9 5 Sales Tobaces, SMe aed ert eer oleae nage: tes EST Id ate 
PEPeCIO SUD DIY. oexc-7s0d: ce oesstestben eres. perigee) @ 10s 6.10 Balance carried down 03... ti.csassssrsveorrennentos 490 14 6) 
Water Petre Cee verseeserertecere bios Dbeeereeeeee Dewerdoeees 123 7 0 
HIS UB ctuldesideawisiisuscuercneons seen eset tape Reet Spl oaeo 
PRO UACS en QUCMG Came Mitiancciicl oacediwen odoainteete as 153 9 9 
PreUeral Wx PEN ses ys ..ccupVecsnncchas cues ke cans A, Obst 5 443 13 4 
SUPELVISION ves ssceeuee ener ee Sees eins celcteninanninst ene ate 50 0 0 
Depreciation— Building 49) 14 10 
se EUROS GALE crass Noda eset danionenoend 148 12 3 
AS Equipment .. ... ht aaa nOR Ee Rowe 299 9 8 
£6,747 2 0 £6,747 720 0 
To Balance brought down ......... ccccese eevee vesesensee 490 14 6 | Ry Loss transferred to General Revenue Aceount,., 1,708 19 9 
TMCONEAOUME ATC scacsientoaeountcneiesvarenue sessed 1521S ome 
£1,708 19 9 £1,708 19 9 


{ 
ee 


35h. Ce £ sed. 

To Provisions i aneercscte cic pacexscer ces cnl os dsoemeneateren 4,232 12 7 | By Earnings—Board and Apartmeuts... .... ......... 10,135 11 8 

Salaries and Wages oo... sccevsevecs ccteseecvcnsoenes 3,065 12 3 pales—Tobacc, Ae. "ctor te atten eae ee 11 2 

Water aerrocigtacinccusanoetetace cee nena Ene 1799 0 Balance carried down .vestesscuneean antiteteceee 2,456 14 2 

Fuel ».gcaspteviccen cota gataaseeness ean senate nee meet eee: eo1-2 4 : 

General Expenges <%.....:esnssriacns tees etree antes 89 5 
Insnpance verre strc eser det: scodeeen ines wigsale eae Saute 288 14 5 
Sanitagion |. yay sasranca cor omer oateueaec Teme oan 230 19 2 
SUPETVIBION tai sea sn deaosanentee eee 100 0 0 
TACUENG eae neces cose: a sniscanina sshtaviamsngnen elegy suseinne 483 6 9 
Stationery and Advertising......:.....seeccsccseeeees 46 15 1 
Cartage and Froights of.:bacrec-.scseesaceeeer anes 60 19 11 
Repairs and Replacements ...........sscseeseeseeens 190 15 7 
Equipment ........ sesaseeenenesscesereeenesepecenen seenes 1,547 9 10 
Depreciation—Building ......5),sie.cesecoevtensesats 15326 S10 
ee Murnitureastiecaeseen eer teeter Bye fe 8) 
oo Plants cnasius scatcnen soca tiere tens 85.12 10 

£12,603 9 8 £12,603 9 8 

To Balance brought down .,........ccccccssscusscessceses 2,456 14 2 | By Loss transferred to General Reverue Account 4,470 14 3 
Puverest ou Capital. x ccosan.c-suse reas eee ree eae ISIE Ol 

£4,470 14 3 £4,470 14 3 

House and Property Rents, Leeton. 
Trapping Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 

5 fe eal : i Saeed 

To Depreciation on Buildings, &C. ........ccccseeceneens es 3263916 28 WE Dycents casestudies louped oth nee aeeaspe ie aii aneeee 4,73) 5 10 
COROLGL BA POURES . «,..c.t0ettsrcuvere ose ecntemes heen aes 19°13 10 
LNBUTANCO <1r sid, opeshg encase dic esay Coase dene eek tee eee 251 2 74 
Hepairs guess iscteteek tone nee eee eee nae ee eae 137 0 5 
Salaries and, Wages. c.:.cuc-saiermeasessecectreeau paren 435 12 5 
WAGEE Rates vi rs-sutiacccenvecrten sh acleneen teen anaes 0 611 
Supervision se siscasesie SepRer erp daadna hearin 20 OD 
Balaned Carrie? down 22/:),...cssestarrdaeermy aren 606 13 3 

£4,739 5 10 £4,739 5 10 

—— nn a 

Balance brought downs...:..jccves cacsicsede sees 606 13 3 

Net Loss transferred to General Revenue Ac- 
rorlnterestion Capitalipuminacmncaeasscer rane Bese Ty 74 GOBNG Aeaverar ean NRE ANE IER  . oo Glee 8 4 
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Accommodation Houses—continued. 
“MIRROOL HOUSE.’—Trapine Account for the Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923, 


£3,73003. 7 


To 


£3,782 13 7 
pee 


House and Property Rents, Griffith. 
Trapvina Account for Twelve Months ended 30th June, 1923. 


se £ 8. d 
Stook on Nand. “..oscscassetods oles ecient eRn eT oe 1 Lb > 16; Pay Rien tee. catscscecoarnacs sae atime nn setae oe teeee eee 1,998 10 4 
Depreciation on Buildings, &c.  .........ee sees ees Loil 079 Stock on hand. ic..05%ssreiasters ccpenedeuleinsenseneaaies 110 6 
General Mepenses -) 3251 lavbeeliiianeamates nerve cle 34 1 1 Balance carried down 1.5... .sstundaesndsseape sees 496 4 3 
INPWEAN OS 07 stc2 h82ts Skee ae eee 96 5 5 
EAGT LNG “Kl vc. svcsivce canes swine eieatesiasnen week cae 43 10 3 
Malaries and Wages icsetvsstettinencritece 126 6 0 
MUPGEVIBION =... 5:0 sp cucasdeie eres pane eee 100 0 0 
Painting Cottages —21. 720 cassie 583 6 1 
£2,496 5 1 £,2496 5 1 
Balanced brought down “..-c..ssseeneecsnescceeeeees 496 4 8 Net Loss transferred to General Revenue Ac- 
Interent on Capital 20.....cc..nccsecccuecwnstiecraee 1345) 7g COMUNE "i .icceneteaewatoactaceenene Patel transite tis Sac oe 1,842 1 10 


£1,842 1 10 


ee 
ea 


£1,842 1 10 


bate a ee 


AB 
MURRUMBIDGEE IRRIGATION AREAS. 


It is pleasing to report that the financial result of the year’s working exhibits a pronounced improye- 
ment. Not only is the working cost reduced, but action has been taken to more effectively conserve the 
interests of the State in regard to advances made to settlers from the General Loan Account. 


The reports for the last two years have contained references to the policy of the Commission in 
inaugurating and continuing a system in respect of implements, vehicles, fencing wire, &c., for settlers, 
whereby the latter were enabled to make their own arrangements for purchase, and it was suggested that 
the policy was opposed to the best interests of the Commission and settlers alike. 


A quotation from the report of last year on this matter is :-— 


“The present system at least gives ground to the assertion that exploitation is prevalent, and 
that the Commission and settler are visited with the corollaries of over capitalisation of farms, and 
overstatement of the margin between advances made and the security held therefor. The position is 
one that calls for careful review.” 


With a view of confirming the defects of the policy, comprehensive statements of prices were prepared 
by this Department and embodied in a report, which was forwarded for the information of the Minister 
for Agriculture, who is also, ex officio, Chairman of the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission. 


As a result thereof, a conference was convened by representatives of the Commission, Settlers, and this | 


Department, and it was unanimously agreed that the cases cited in the report were conclusive of over- 
charging. The policy has, in consequence, been changed, with considerable benefit to the settlers and the 
State. 


Attention has previously been directed to the formation of a company, styled the Murrumbidgee 
‘Irrigation Areas Dairy Farmers’ Co-operative Society, Ltd., and the sale thereto, by the Commission, of the 
Butter and Bacon Factories and Abattoirs. 


Whilst the Society is meeting its due liabilities to the State in the matter of an overdraft, the amount 
of which, £9,000, was guaranteed to the Bank of New South Wales by the Colonial Treasurer, it is doubtful 
whether the capital account of the society is satisfactory. The sale of assets was made, on extended terms, 
at 30th June, 1921, and the balance-sheet of the society indicates that at 30th June last the amount owing 
‘thereon was £20,032 12s. 9d. At the same date the nominal capital stood at £25,000, of which £8,155 had 
been issued and only £1,557 12s. 11d. paid up. It is noticed that the settlers have been asked by the 
directors to consider the advisableness of increasing their share holdings. 


With the primary object of marketing certain fruits of doubtful canning value, settlers of the areas 
formed another co-operative company, its main purpose being that of dehydration. As the result of meagre 
application for shares and, further, financial disability on the part of some shareholders to pay the necessary 
calls, the directorate appealed to the Government for assistance. In November, 1921, the Colonial Treasurer 
approved of overdraft accounts being authorised for the company, and guaranteed up to £35,000, and on 
completion of satisfactory arrangements the necessary executive authorities were obtained. 


Thereon, for the purpose of assisting the company in the acquisition of land, and in effecting improve. 
ments in connection with the business, the Colonial Treasurer guaranteed two banking accounts with the 


Bank of New South Wales, viz. :— £ 
No. 1 Account (Capital Account)... ee am a es ... 20,000 
No. 2 Account (Working Account) ee res a. sn -.2)- £9,000 


interest to be paid half-yearly at the rate of 6} per cent. per annum. 


As to No. 1 Account, the guarantee was not a continuing guarantee, but confined to an advance 
of £20,000, which was to remain in force until withdrawn in writing, and if not so withdrawn, for fifteen 
years from Ist December, 1921. No.2 Account, however, was secured to the Bank by a continuing guarantee 
to remain in force until withdrawn in writing, or, if not so withdrawn, for twelve months from Ist December , 
1921. 

The £20,000 is secured by an agreement to execute a legal mortgage over the company’s land and 
buildings, and the £15,000 by a debenture by way of a floating charge over all the company’s property, 
including uncalled capital. The repayment of the £15,000 fell due on Ist December, 1922, but the guarantee 
was extended for a further period of twelve months on representations made by the company to the Colonial 
Treasurer. 

Owing to severe losses the company was unable to pay its half-yearly interest liability on the amount 
of £35,000, and asked the Government to relieve it from interest payments to the bank, and thus save it 


from liquidation. Counter 
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Counter proposals for placing the affairs of the company on a better footing were later considered 
by the Government and the company; but agreement thereon was not arrived at, and at an extra- 
ordinary general meeting of the shareholders held on the 8th September, 1923, it was resolved that the 
company be voluntarily wound up. 


The balance-sheet of the company as at 28th February last disclosed a loss of £15,145 and an interest 
commitment of £2,060 falling due on 30th September. 


Besides being mentioned in the report to Parliament of last year, this matter also formed the subject 
of special report to the Colonial Treasurer. 


The State apparently, as the secured crcditor, has the option of selling or carrying on, and there is 
the uncalled capital given as part security. 


It appears to be inevitable that there will be a considerable loss on the transaction. 


Examination of the general balance-sheet of the areas shows that the capital of the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation scheme has now reached a total of £7,832,737 16s. 9d. It must not be thought, however, that 
the whole of this amount has been expended in construction and other works. Of this amount, £1,772,372 
18s. 3d. has been advanced to settlers on improvements and other assets, and is to be repaid by annual 
instalments with interest added. There is also an advance of £155,000 to provide the administration with 
working capital, also stocks in hand of £60,427 18s. 8d. Deducting these amounts, there is a cost balance 
of £5,844,936 19s. 10d. 


Repeated mention has been made of the inequity of charging the scheme with the total cost of 
Burrinjuck Dam and Goondah Railway, viz., £1,504,528 12s. 9d. The dam is undoubtedly a national work, 
and benefits other sections of the State, in addition to the areas, in a variety of ways. A proposal, counter 
to that of charging the interest on the total construction cost, has been suggested in official correspondence, 
viz., to charge the areas with the amount of water at a flat rate, which passes into the main canal at Berembed 
Weir. It should not, however, be difficult to arrive at a more equitable scheme than that followed at 
present. Even with the cost of the dam included, the capital charge of Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas to 
the State is £5,844,936 19s. 101. 


On looking at the General Revenue Account from year to year, the uninitiated is apt to notice that 
the stated loss is an enormous sum, and to lose sight of the effort, which other figures therein reveal, con- 
tinually being made to bring down expenditure and increase revenue. It was explained in last year’s 
report that charges for interest on overdraft and losses on realisation, totalling £47,662 16s. 3d., were items 
over which the present administration had ro control, and, though included in the Revenue Account figures, 
were not losses occasioned by faulty administration during the period then under review. 


If the interest and sinking fund charges were omitted from the accounts of last year, there would be a 
surplus of revenue over expenditure of £37,768 19s. 4d. But the year just closed has a surplus of £118,857 
17s. 9d. to offset portion of the huge interest and sinking fund bill of £415,437 9s. 8d. 


In common with last year, there are losses on account of the years prior to 80th June, 1921, which 
have only now been brought to account. 

Exclusive of the losses on realisation, the year’s loss was £287,210 11s. 6d., as against £299,517 5s. 2d. 
for the previous period, the decrease of £12,306 13s. 8d. being accounted for as follows :— 


eM g. d. 
Decreased administrative expenses ... an oe aes ox ner Bj, lia 4 10 
Increased water rates and charges... ae i Ke ae a ODT whole 
¥ land rentals “tes Pe ite ae rae ue 12 01),692 113730 
‘5 interest and sundry earnings ae ee ae ae os OU, Tt BROLIN 
£71042 uee 
Less increased interest, &c. ... a A Ade £54,645.18 0 
- trading loss .,. ete Roe ie 4,689 ll 5 


—-——_—-——-— 59,3385 9 5 


£12,306 13. 8 


From the above figures it should be realised, after ten years’ life of a growing settlement, that the 
income will never meet the total commitments under the present scale of rental and water charges. Further 
settlement will mean further capital outlay, which in turn means more interest. Certainly it will also 
increase revenue, but not sufficiently to make up much of the leeway. Administrative expenses ate cut 


to a mere working basis now, and if the trading activities, taken together, pay their way more cannot be 
expected of them. 
The 
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The following statement shows the extent to which interest and sinking fund charges have contributed 


to the total loss on the working of the areas from their establishment as an Industrial Undertaking on 
Ist July, 1915 :— 


£ sy a. 
Cash a af: me aor aay ee a 5 + 1,039 2°. 4 
Depreciation ae a tes Mia deer sc: we BY, 147,584 8 11 
Interest on overdraft... Pe: rae AE oe Me Pe O2,0ob 142.3. 
Interest on capital ix he ve si a ae tae 1,782,662 12 11 
Sinking fund te id $e bat He oe be + 132,659 10 9 
Loss to 30th June, 1923 ae ihe oh = Heh th bee 26 Uo 9 eZ 


SE, A TS 


TRADING ACTIVITIES. 

Under the circumstances the operations under this section are not unsatisfactory, although there is 
a combined net loss of £12,708 Is. 9d., as against £8,018 10s. 4d. for last year. It will be remembered that 
the year ended 30th June, 1921, accumulated a trading deficiency of £163,254 Os. 1d., mainly through the 
instrumentality of the Canning Factory, which accounted for £145,699 10s. 9d. of that loss. In arriving at 
the above-mentioned figure of £12,708 1s. 9d. as the year’s loss, it must be understood that a total interest 
charge of £30,011 17s. 7d. has been levied against the various activities, so that commercially speaking 
there is a profit of £17,303 15s. 10d. with which to pay a dividend on the invested capital. 


Domestic Water Supplies. 

These municipal services again demonstrated that, without a denser urban settlement, it is impos- 
sible to produce profits. In common with other services, such as electric lighting and a fairly up-to-date 
sanitary system, the four water supplies contribute materially to the comfort and well-being of the 
inhabitants and, taken in conjunction with the fact that all cash expenditure and depreciation charges 
were met for the year and a small surplus of £249 18s. 10d. remained to pay portion of the interest on capital, 
the result, after providing full interest appropriation, which was a combined loss of £2,980 16s. 5d. cannot, 
therefore, be considered as serious. When it is mentioned that the charge for interest is £3,230 15s. 5d- 
for the year, it will be understood that a sparse population should not be expected to pay a domestic water 
rate sufficient to balance the cost. It is noticed, however, that the Commission had endeavoured to improve 
the position by charging a flat rate per town-block, the amount varying as between residertial ard 
business sites, 

House and Property Rentals. 

There is approximately a capital outlay of £98,732 from which rentals are received. The following 

analysis sets out the year’s position— 


po) teak E ps ee Mele 

Interest on capital ... 5,078 11 2 Rentals sas em On(oiLOrt/2 

Depreciation 5 .... 4,774 17 5 Lossonthe year ... 4,968 2 2 
Working expenses Soi i eelsy a aS ot] 

11,705 18 4 11,705 18 4 


Here, again, is an incidence of settlement to which the administration is committed. Besides more 
or less public buildings, residences had to be erected to house an extensive stafi. Building costs are high, 
and adequate rentals are out of the question with the salaries prevailing. An upkeep cost of less than 
2 per cent. for wooden structures is not excessive, but, taken in conjunction with a depreciation charge of 
approximately 5 per cent., there is nearly seven per cent on the capital to be provided before the levy of 
a further 5 per cent. for the use of capitalis made. This would mean 12 per cent. return on cost to balance 
the accounts. The loss of £4,968 2s. 2d. represents practically the interest levy. Although, generally 
speaking, house property is a business investment, 1n this instance the loss sustained might fairly be con- 
sidered an administration cost. 

Accommodation Houses, 

The Hydro.—The result of the year’s trading has again demonstrated that such cestly premises cannct 
be run at a profit without a liquor license. Judging bythe year’s costs,and comparing them with other pericds 
it is apparent that expenditure is carefully watched. The expenses, including depreciation, for the last 
two periods, were £6,615 lls. 7d. and £6,747 2s., respectively, and the earnings £5,567 13s. 3d. and £6,256 
7s. 6d. This year paid its working expenses and the depreciation on furniture and equipment, bu there 
remained the depreciation charge on the building and the interest on inyested capital unmet-—a loss of 


£1,708 19s. 9d. The amount of capital invested is £22,604 8s. 5d, 
Mirrool 
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Mirrool House.—The trading account of Mirrool House shows a decided retrogression from a loss of 
£2,064 16s. 3d. to one of £4,470 14s. 3d. It should be mentioned, however, that this year has undoubtedly 
borne a large equipment loss, some of which should have been carried in last year’s account. The House 
had a capital outlay at the 30th June of £38,445 10s., of which £36,450 11s. 2d. was provided from the 
General Loan Account and £2,014 18s. 10d., representing the value of equipment, from working funds. 


Nurseries. j 

Since the close of the year, the Leeton Nursery has been discontinued. In last year’s report this 
course was practically suggested, as the figures for several years denoted unproductive expenditure. For 
the period ended 30th June, 1922, although only a loss of £17 12s. 5d. was shown, it could not but be 
inferred that the stock of trees on hand, £6,644 6s., represented a more or less fictitious asset, and even 
that figure was arrived at by including this stock at about half its selling value. After purchasing trees for 
resale during this year, stocks amounted to £7,309 13s. 3d., and the expenses to a further £3,886 14s. 5d., 
in all £11,196 7s. 8d., which was offset by sales of £4,916 12s. 5d. and stock carried forward £3,385 9s. 3d., 
leaving a loss of £2,896 6s. 


This loss might have been reduced had the weather in June permitted planting, but the Adminis- 
tration has adopted a wise course in closing the Nursery. 


Mirrool Nursery should continue to prove a paying proposition because it is situated within easy 
reach of the extensive soldier settlements of the Areas. The profit in this period has decreased from 
£2,135 17s. 8d. to £756 10s. 10d., but this falling off was occasioned by unfavourable conditions which 
are not likely to recur. 


Electrie Supplies. 

Considerable improvement is shown in the financial position of these services for the year, the net 
loss having been reduced from £2,595 5s. 8d. to £848 5s. 10d. The prospects are such, moreover, as to 
indicate that the turning point has been reached and that losses in future should not be expected. During 
the year the Yanco and Griffith sections of the Areas have been linked up by a high-tension line. The 
total capital cost to date of the existing services is £113,075 10s. 9d., and for the year the revenue earned 
was £20,549 12s. ld. There was a surplus of revenue over direct expenses of £6,128 13s. 7d., but the 
charges for interest and depreciation of £6,976 19s. 5d. converted this surplus into the loss above stated. 


Canning Factory. 
The working of the factory for the year is indicative of the advantages and disadvantages of local 
manufacture. In common, however, with that of the last period the result shows that nearness to the orchard 
allows the fruit to be processed immediately after being picked, with the result that waste is negligible; 


the output greater per ton of fresh fruit, and the quality worthy of most favourable comment by experts. 


There are expenses in connection with the factory not common to similar city businesses. Employees 
have to be transported and housed, and there is also the extra cost of free board during off seasons. The 
management js burdened with the upkeep, &c., of dormitories and dining-rooms, which cost £36,080 to build 
and equip, and as they are practically closed for eight months of the year, there is no possibility of making 
ends meet, more especially as the charges for board are low. Reference to the trading account of the 
Dining Rooms and Dormitories shows that the direct charges for provisions, salaries and wages, general 
expenses, light, sanitation and water total £4,226 8s. 5d., and that the receipts amounted to £4,197 4s. 7d., 
which leaves a small loss at this stage of £29 3s. 10d. There were in addition the following charges :— 


2 es ale 

Equipment (loss and depreciation) ... re oe op ae” POD. LO ae 
Depreciation, Buildings, &c. ... rd: i ss eS phe Lt oad eee 
Interest on capital ... tos ite rs oe i ... 1,984 18 5 
£4,292 16 8 


This figure added to the £29 3s. 10d. above mentioned brings the loss on the dining-rooms and 
dormitories to £4,322 Os. 6d., which is treated as a canning factory charge. 


There is in addition a charge of £1,758 19s. 8d. for fares to female employees and free meals during 
the off season, an expense which the Factory has to bear by reason of its distance from the labour market. 


Notwithstanding these disabilities, the factory trading account reveals a profit of £295 18s. Lld. for 
the year. 


For 
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For the period ended 30th June, 1922, there was a profit of £4,069 2s. 1d., but that result was 
achieved under more favourable conditions than subsequently obtained. During both canning seasons 
the factory processed for the Commonwealth Fruit Pool, but whereas 7s. 6d. per dozen was received in the 
prior period, only 5s. 6d. per dozen was paid for processing during this year, a drop of 263 per cent. Had 
the price paid for the year ended 30th June, 1922, been 5s. 6d. per dozen, instead of a profit of £4,069, there 
would have been a loss of £16,199. It is evident therefore that considerable savings have been effected to 


make up for the lessened price. 


Opportunity was taken to use stocks of pulp, accumulated in past years, in jam-making, and a small, 
but profitable, business is now being built up. In last year’s account stock to the value of £1,524 was 
brought forward. The sale of this stock, together with the inclusion of jam-making in the factory 
operations has resulted in sales of £3,900 7s. 10d. and stock in hand of £4,552 19s. 11d. 

Similar procedure has again been adopted in regard to the realisation of old stocks in London. Only 
£2,551 17s. 3d. now remains as the value of stock on hand. The loss sustained during the period added to 
the interest on the stock values total £4,333 19s. 9d. and, although this amount has been feauee. into 
the Revenue Account, it has been shown separately. 

Omitting the realisation figures, the Canning Factory, despite the disabilities previously mentioned 
and working only for a few months of the year, has paid all working expenses and covered full-year charges 
for depreciation and interest on capital of £20,629 Is. 8d., and has remaining a small profit. 


ADMINISTRATIVE. 
Debts Owing to the Commissicn. 
Assistance to Seitlers. 

The liability under this head increased during the year by £620,721 3s. 1ld., and now stands at 
£1,772,372 18s. 3d. It is a total of extreme magnitude, and one brought about through the extended 
terms granted to returned soldier settlers on the Areas. The assistance so rendered has exceeded one 
million pounds sterling during the last two years. In furtherance of the policy of granting suspension 
of payments for two years in the case of dairy-farmers and five years of orchardists, the Act empower‘ 
the Commission to capitalise not only direct advances, but also land rents, water charges and interest 
as they fall due. In addition, there are the sustenance allowances which for purposes of repayment are 


made a charge on the farm. 


om 


As previously mentioned, a feature, which appeared dangerous and expensive in connection with 
the purchase of implements and other assets for soldier settlers, has disappeared. This matter has for 
the last two years been commented on in these reports, and during this year opportunity was taken to 
point out many instances of overcharge. It has already been acknowledged that considerable savings 
have accrued as the result of the Commission’s buying organisation competing with agents. The policy 
has been laid down that the Commission will only advance the amount for a purchase, at which the 
Commission itself can deliver. The soldier settler may purchase either from the Commission or an agent 
at that price, but if he elects to purchase from an agent at a higher price, the excess must be paid out 
of his own private funds. 

Individual soldier settlers’ indebtedness in some instances has reached such a high figure that again 
doubt must be expressed as to ability of many to obtain such a return as will enable them to repay by instal- 
ments, and also meet the currrent year’s liabilities. 

It is not considered that sufficient measures were adopted in the past to protect the interests of the 


Crown in respect to advances. This matter is now receiving requisite attention. 
Sundry Debtors. 
Debts not bearing interest, unless statutorily overdue (with the exception of survey fees and gazetted 
improvements) show an increase, compared with 30th June, 1922, of £65,049 16s. 9d. The comparison 


between the last two years is as follows :— 


| 30th June, 1922. 30th June, 1923. Increase. Decrease. 
| So sa ds £ s. a. £& 8. tk Lo Bd 
Land Rents and Water Rates .... 156,807 17 4 226,370 O 10 GOPb6 2) ome. le Slat Asai es 
Town Block Rents... ...  «. 3.897 IS) ui 9,063 0 10 BplGon De Sls ~ | 4s ata 2: 
Other Debts eae sae a 46,403 3 il S65725 TAS Eee eee ee 9677 9 0 
207,108 19 10 | 272,158 16 7 74,727 5 9 67F. ¥ 0 
Increase, £ 65,049 16 9 


As 
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As the land rental and water charges are only raised on the 30th June in each year, it will be under- 
stood that the greater the area settled, the greater will be the debts owing at that date. In connection 
with the previous explanation, these charges against soldier settlers will be consolidated in mortgages at 
the expiration of two and five years, for dairy and fruit farmers respectively, It follows therefore that, for 
some years, increase in this indebtedness must eventuato. 


The increase in the amount owing on account of town-block rentals, which are also due at 30th June 
in each year, is attributable to extensive town settlement within the Areas. 


The reduction in other debts is due to the adoption of a strict collection policy, and the total 1s 
inconsiderable, inasmuch as it includes a very large amount owing by a co-operative venture, 


Statement of Net Earnings and Working Expenses (ex Interest on Capital other than on 
Trading Departments) for the last six years. 


Year Ended. Expenditure. Revenue. Deficit. Surplus. 
28 som. 35 %. Gh £ eh Gl £) Bs. ac: 
SO0th June, 1918 ce smescssascewsceanoncsaces est 74,886 15 0 38,496 0 1 36,390 T4010 |) = ot iieneeseeeeen 
A: 1019 p46 eee en vee h e Sak 82,629 3 5 42,332 13 9 40,296 9 8 
9 920 Wess cascaseeneamans vesecete 140,244 17 J1 68,525 3 1 71,719 14 10 AAprinpenoccunrls 
. 1021 Seen pie Seen 308,037 9 10 92,512 2 5 215,525 7 5 
58 1922 el vtiscs cwagoumtinsmseaeous ate 150,307 13 1 133,907 5 9 | 16,400. (7. <4 > eee ; 
ys 1923 aicsecceecscemencctismemecent 127,616 4 3 Eras 28 0) sedadnewearis naa (2) DS ato ee 


It is pleasing to note the financial improvement indicated by these figures. In the acéOunting 
scheme it 1s the practice to apportion the total charge for Supervision Expenses and Salaries over the trading 
departments and sub-administrative head, and to show the balance in the Revenue Account as the general 
administration cost. Whilst settlement is increasing, this cost has shown a decided reduction, during the 
last three years, and is indicative of the economical working policy which now obtains. At the 30th June, 


1921, the supervision cost was £48,559 8s. 5d., reduced twelve months later to £35,937 13s. 5d., and in this 
year to £26,175 6s. 9d. 


The total administrative cost shows a betterment on that of last year of £5,774 4s. 10d., and is | 


£44,516 8s. 1d. less than the figure of two years ago. The expenses incidental to the distribution of water 
which include the maintenance of all channels and canals, upkeep of weirs, and the wages and salaries of 
the operatives, who attend to the supply of water to the farms, are also below those of the 30th June, 1921, 


a result obtained notwithstanding the increase in the number of farms to be supplied, and the added mileage 
of canals and channels to be supervised. 


The expenses attributable to the settlement of land, which include the general administration, 
upkeep of townships and roads, and the destruction of rabbits, show a reduction on last year. 


Earnings on the other hand have a decided upward tendency as the following figures show :— 


Earnings of the Last Three Years. 


Comparison of last Two Years. 
Head of Earning. 1520-21. 1921-22, 1922-23 

Tacrease Decrease 

1922-28. 1922-23. 
: 28 s. d. aoe Ae Yell oS Gk £ oH alle £5 Sanus 
Water rates and charges ...... 11,007 9.4 1.16,581 “4. 14) 86,159 93. 649,577 19 SSaie eeee 
| Land lease rentals ............... 445726 185851515529 929) 67,06 1e1Gaey) (els, 0320 ciel Om meee eee 
Interest BPR Oe SR Rees ert oc RET OE 33,503 10. 1 } 60,671.18 8 | 92,062 19 4] 31,391 0 {8 iigteeeeeere 
Miscellaneous Revenue......... 3,274 4 4 5,125 0 3 4491 4 8] a aeiiacas eects 633 15 8 
Totals tusamecnteecsenct £| 92,512° 2 5 /133,907 5 9 /199,775 4 0.)°63,867 1S\ 93) eeeneeee 


With the growth of settlement, it is to be expected that the earnings from lease rentals and water 
rates should correspondingly increase. This year is the first in which thz revenue derived from water rates 
shows a surplus over the expenses incidental thereto, and, as the settlements extend, should continue to do 
so. Similar surpluses should be obtained by lease rentals. For some years it was the practice in these 
reports to set out the actual cost, including interest on capital, of supplying settlers with water and making 
land ready for occupation. Whilst now the direct expenses are more than offset by the revenue obtained, it 
is So obvious that the interest charge cannot be offset, that the practice has been discontinued. 


Whilst 


51 


Whilst it is not the intention to detract from the considerable betterment shown in the revcn 1¢ account 
it must be again mentioned that the huge credit of £92,062 19s. 4d. for interest, due to the year, is earned 
mainly from advances made to settlers. Those advances, as previously stated, amount to £1,772,372 18s. 3d., 
and the interest earned thereon with an adjustment, is approximately £82,000. It should be understood, 
however, that the Treasury has advanced the amount abovementioned from the General Loan Account, 
and charges the areas with the interest thereon. In arriving at the actual administrative surplus, therefore, 
this aspect must not be overlooked. 

As stated elsewhere, there are charges for interest on overdraft and losses on account of years prior 


to 30th June, 1921, now brought to account, which, whilst shown in the general result, should not for com- 
parative purposes, be considered as charges of this year. 


Defaulters. 

In addition to those already reported to Parliament in Appendix 9, page 69 of the Report on the 
Public Accounts for the year 1922-23, the following defaulters have been discovered since the close of 
that period, viz :— 

C. E, Ramsbotham, paymaster, Griffith, embezzled £1,456 5s. 4d., and was sentenced to two years 
hard labor. 
F. K. Twogood, clerk, Griffith, embezzled £21 13s., and has been committed for trial. 

The former amount will be recovered from the Treasury Guarantee Fund, whilst in the latter case 

restitution is proba’ le. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1928. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


rn a a 


STATE TRAWLING INDUSTRY. 


(INFORMATION RESPECTING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND CONTROL OF, IN NEW SOUTH WALES» 
AND THE DISPOSAL OF THE STATE TRAWLERS.) 


. 


Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 23 October, 1923. 


* < 


RESUME. 
Ty 1915 the then Labour Government sent Mr. Stead to England to inquire in relation to the establishment 
of the Trawling Industry in New South Wales. 

This action induced the Government of the day to purchase three trawlers in England at a cost of 
£38,540. 

Trawling operations commenced in the State on the Ist July, 1915. 

Later four additional trawlers were built at the Government Dockyards, Newcastle, costing 
£93,429. 

The accumulated losses of the industry at 30th June, 1920, amounted to £115,952. 

In the early part of 1920 Mr. Stead, Officer-in-Charge, was relieved of the management, and 
Mr. A. P. Summergreene was appointed to succeed him. 

During his first year’s operatiens, ending 30th June, 1921, the industry under the management 
of Mr. Summergreene, showed a profit of £64. To obtain this profit, however, essential safeguards, such 
as insurance of trawlers, &c., were ignored. ; 

Coal Contract.—In September, 1920, Mr. Summergreene, who was a temporary officer, and another 
officer, also engaged temporarily, entered into a five years’ contract for the supply of coal to the trawlers. 
This contract was made without reference to the permanent head of the Department, and they only obtained 


the Minister’s (Mr. Dooley) consent many months after the agreement commenced to run. The contract 
bound the Government to take coal to the value of £100,000. 


Inquiry revealed that the contract was a most unsatisfactory one, and Mr. Oakes subsequently 
arranged with the parties to the contract for its cancellation. 


By the cancellation of the contract the State was saved £10,000. 
Briefly, the financial position to date is as under :— 


z £ 
Total capital cost, less depreciation ~ ee ya 147,806 
Roughly estimated amount rom realisation of assets... i ... 50,000 
en 806 
Accumulated net loss to 30th June, 1922 a “ae ae ... 180,280 
Loss from Ist July, 1922, to date of closing of industry (28th February, 
1923) wee. Se bes or Se fi oe 30,238 
———— 210,518 
Total Loss a PereaUO soa: 


It may be mentioned that an amount of £43,631, which is included in the capital of the industry, 
is still due to the Government Dockyard. 
DETAILS CONCERNING REALISATION OF ASSETS. 
The Government, on 28th February, 1923, decided, on the recommendation of the Minister in charge, 
Mr. Oakes, to close down and realise upon the assets. 


Tenders were called throughout Australia and New Zealand, and offers invited for the industry, 
“lock, stock, and barrel,” or for any item. These tenders closed on the 31st May. 


25365 203— 
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The result of tendering emphasised the difficulties surrounding satisfactory realisation of a peculiar 
asset such as this. 

A striking feature of the tendering was that no offer whatever was received for any one of the four 
locally constructed trawlers. 

Tenders were invited a second time, which closed on the 14th August, for the sale of the four Walsh 
Island trawlers, and again no offers were received. 

These boats were eventually sold a8 the result 0° negotiations with the office. Mr. Oakes approved 
of the sale of the last vessel to-day (22nd October, 1923), and it is interesting to note that this trawler brought 
a price (£6,500) far in excess of the amount received for the other three (£3,500 each). 

The imported boats were disposed of as a result of the first tendering. 

The prices realised for the trawlers ranged from £8,000 down to £3,500, the total received being 
£32,900—an average of £4,700 per ship. 


Two of the boats sold by tender were taken to New Zealand, and one was purchased by the Works 
Department. The remainder (four) are, or will be, engaged in trawling on the New South Wales coast, 
their products being brought to the Sydney market. 

The total realisation of assets to date, inclusive of £6,500 for the last boat, sold to-day, is £44,587. 

The unsold assets, the principal of which are Pindimar Depot and Central Railway Station Depot, 
stand in the books of the Trawling Industry at £18,309, and if sold on the same percentage of realisation 
as the assets already disposed of, will produce £4,963, making a total assets realisation of £49,550. 


Chief Secretary's Department and Office of the 
Minister of Public Health. 
22nd October, 1923. 


1 Price, 4d.] 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1928. 
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1928. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 


REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 


ON THE 


CASE OF MR. FRANK GRIBBEN, LATE OF 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE ENTERPRISES; 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


PROCKEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE, 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED, 
18 December, 1923. 


SYDNEY ; ALFRED JAMES KENT, GOVERNMENT PRINTER. 


1924. 
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1923. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Votes No. 55. Turspay, 11 DecemBeER, 1923. 


14. Cask or Mr. Frank GRIBBEN, LATE OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE ENTERPRISES :—The Order of the 
Day having been read for the resumption of the adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. 
Fitzsimons ,— 

‘(1,) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon all the circumstances 
“in connection with the termination of the services of Mr. Frank Gribben, late of the Department 
‘of State Enterprises, under Section 65 of the Public Service Act of 1902. 

““(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Oakes, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Buttenshaw, Mr. Lazzarini 
‘“‘Mr. Cromarty, Mr. Loughlin, Mr. Loxton, Mr. Greig, and the Mover. 

“(3.) That the Committee have leave to sit during the sittings or any adjournment of the House.” 
And the Question being again proposed,— 

The House resumed the said adjourned Debate. 

Question put and passed. 


rs ce = RD te 


Votres No. 57. Turspay, 18 DecEmBsr, 1923. 


7. Case or Mr. Frank GRIBBEN, LATE OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE ENTERPRISES :—Mr. Fitzsimoas, as 
Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, 
and Evidence taken before, the Select Comittee for whose consideration and Report this Subject 
was referred.on 11th December, 19123. 

Ordered to be printed. 


CONTENTS. 
PAGE 
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CASE OF MR. FRANK GRIBBEN, LATE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE ENTERPRISES. 


REPORT 


THE SeELect CoMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on 11th December, 
1923, “ To mquire into and report upon all the circumstances in connection with 
the termination of the services of Mr. Frank Gribben, late of the Department of State 
Enterprises, under section 65 of the Public Service Act of 1902,”’ and to whom was 
granted on the same date, “leave to sit during the sittings or any adjournment of 
the House,” have agreed to the following Report :— 


Your Committee having examined the witnesses, named in the list (whose 
evidence will be found appended hereto), have resolved,— 


(1) That on the Board’s own admissions as evidenced by Mr. Champion, Secretary 
to the Public Service Board, Mr. Gribben is an officer eminently qualified 
to continue to occupy a position in the Public Service of this State. 


(2) That after the finding of Mr. Commissioner McFarlane, the Board made no 
serious effort to find useful and profitable employment for Mr. Gribben under 
section 9, sub-section (2) of the Public Service Act, 1902, and that the Board’s 
Minute of 18th June, 1923, correctly represented the position so far as the 
Board was concerned. 


This Minute read as follows :—‘‘ Zhe Public Service Board has no 
position to offer Mr. Gribben, nor has it any intention of re-employing him— 
a minute recommending the termination of Mr. Gribben’s employment on 
3rd September, 1923, will be forwarded next month.” 


(3) Your Committee is of the opinion that the Gazette notice of 19th October, 
1923, No. 127, purporting to terminate the employment of Mr. Gribben in 
the Public Service should be cancelled. That the Board should forthwith 
endeavour to find useful and profitable employment for Mr. Gribben under 
section 9 sub-section (2) of the Public Service Act, 1902. 


In arriving at these conclusions, your Committee has taken into careful 
consideration the findings of Mr. Commissioner McFarlane with respect to the admitted 
act of negligence on Mr. Gribben’s part and the punishment awarded, and does not 
derogate from such decision and award. 


W. R. FITZSIMONS, 


Chairman. 


No. 3 Committee Room, 
Sydney, 18 December, 1923. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


= 


FRIDAY, 14 DECEMBER, 1923. 


MEMBERS PRESENT :— 


Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Loxton, 
Mr. Cromarty, Mr. Lazzarini, 
Mr. Buttenshaw. 
Mr. Fitzsimons called to the Chair. 
Entry from the Votes and Proceedings appointing the Committee and granting leave to the Com: 
mittee to sit during the sittings or adjournment of the House read by the Clerk. 
Present :—Mr. C. Tayler (Solicitor) appeared for Mr. Gribben. 
Mr. T. 8. Champion appeared for the Public Service Board. 
Mr. Tayler made a statement setting out case for Mr. Gribben. 
Frank Gribben (/ate Secretary for State Enterprises) called in, sworn, and examined. sf , 
Mr. Tayler produced certain letters, papers, &c., relative to the case of Mr. Gribben. (Hzhibit A.) 
Witness withdrew. 
Thomas Sydney Champion (Officer in charge of Records, Public Service Board) called in, sworn, and 
examined. 
Witness produced Departmental papers bearing on the case. (Exhibit B.) 
Witness withdrew. 
Frank Gribben recalled and further examined. 
Witness withdrew. 
Thomas Sydney Champion recalled and further examined. 
Witness withdrew. 
Adjourned till Monday next at 7.15 o’clock p.m. 


MONDAY, 17 DECEMBER, 1923. 


MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mr. Fitzsimons in the Chair. 


Mr. Loxton, Mr. Lazzarini, 
Mr. Greig, Mr. Anderson, 
Mr. Cromarty. 


Present :—Mr. C. Tayler (Solicitor) appeared for Mr Gribben. 

Mr. T. S. Champion appeared for the Public Service Board. 

Mr. Tayler rzad statement to the Committee respecting positions vacant in the Public Service (pring 
am evidence—marked “‘C’’). 

The Chairman produced list showing promotions in the Public Service (printed in evidence—marked 
“D ah 

Frank Gribben recalled and further examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

Room cleared. 

- Committee deliberated. 

Chairman left Chair to prepare Draft Report. 

Chairman resumed Chair and read Draft Report 

Same agreed to. 

Chairman to report to the House. 


Adjourned. 
LIST OF WITNESSES. 
PAGE 
Champion, Thomas. Sydney  .civs.csseccaecesnceosanseeuse se eecteereeee ee ane n aae Eee ERR TERE aT eR TTT See DS 1% 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW 


SOUTH WALES. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


TAKEN 


BEFORE 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE 


ON THE 


CASE OF MR. FRANK GRIBBEN, LATE OF DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE ENTERPRISES. 


FRIDAY, 14 DECEMBER, 1923. 
Present: — 


Mr. FITZSIMONS (in THE Cuatr). 


Mr. CROMARTY. 
Mr. LOXTON, 


Mr. BUTTENSHAW, 
Mr. LAZZARINI. 


Mr. Tayler, Solicitor, on behalf of Mr. Gribben. 
‘Mr. T. S. Champion, Secretary, Public Service Board. 


Frank Gribben, formerly a member of the Public Service, 
sworn and examined :— 


1. Mr. Tayler.] Do you remember Mr. Coghlan showing 
you a letter he received from Mr. Berckleman about June, 
1921, to the effect that there were some ugly rumours in 
connection with the trawling contract for coal ?—Yes. 

2. He instructed you to inquire into the matter !— 
Yes. 

3. What did you do ?—I saw Mr. Berckleman, and asked 
him what was the nature of the disquieting rumours. He 
informed me that the contract was not obtained in a regular 
manner, that is in an improper manner, and that no tenders 
had been called for. He suggested that the Department 
had not asked for quotations nor advertised for tenders. 
I told him that that was not correct, because advertise- 
ments had appeared in the daily press on two successive 
days. Prices were not discussed at that interview. Mr. 
Berckleman asked me to see Mr. Bragg, secretary of the 
Lithgow Coal Association. He asked me that the complaint 
was, and said it was practically the same thing, that the 
contract had not been advertised or quotations asked for. 
I said that that was incorrect, and he said he could not 
believe it. He said that their system was efficient, and 
that it would be impossible for tenders to be advertised 
_ without their noticing them. I remarked that their 
efficiency must have failed. Mr. Bragg did not discuss 
prices with me, but referred me to Mr. Jonas, secretary of 
the coal tribunal, and I asked him what his objection was 
in the matter. He replied that the contract had been 
obtained in an improper manner. He said it was his duty 


to report to the Board all contracts entered into. I said 
that unfortunately he and his staff had failed in that respect. 
No prices were discussed. JI went back and reported 
verbally to the Chief Inspector, Mr. Bayliss, that there was 
nothing in the rumours, as to a contract having been 
obtained in an improper manner, and told him that they 
were barking up the wrong tree. Nothing further happened 
in the matter till I was leaving the Department for a new 
position, when I made a brief report pointing out that 
tenders had been called for, that coal had not been obtained 
in an improper manner, and that prices compared satis- 
factorily. There was a difference of 2d. 

4. Between June and December, when you left, how 
many hours a day on an average did you work there ?— 
I would say sixteen. 

5. You were there first thing in the morning, and you 
remained until late at night, and you worked on Saturdays 
and Sundays ?—Yes, often till midnight. 

6. Your time was taken up on matters which you con- 
sidered were of the utmost importance ?—Absolutely. 

7. As a matter of fact, when the contract originally 
eame before you in April, 1921, you saw that it was for 
five years, and that it had no Ministerial approval. What 
did you do ?—I immediately wrote out officially what was 
called an audit query or request, and placed it before the 
Chief Inspector. I put the matter in front of the Auditor- 
General. He signed it, and sent it on to the Chief Secretary 
for his approval as Minister. 

8. The contract with the query on it was put before the 
Chief Inspector and the Auditor-General !—Yes. 
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Witnesses—F. Gribben, and T. 8. Champion, 14 December, 1923. 


9. It was sent on to the Chief Secretary’s Department 
and was returned with the Minister’s approval written on 
it ?—Certainly. 

10. On the 11th December, you went to the State Hnter- 
prises Department. When did you next make a report 1 
Towards the end of May, 1922, a question was asked by 
Mr. Drummond in the Legislative Assembly : ‘‘ Was it a 
fact that the State Trawlers were paying 4s. a ton more for 
coal than could be obtained elsewhere for similar coal ?”’ 
On that I investigated the matter and submitted a full 
report, pointing out that that was so, and further that the 
contractors had been getting ordinary freight and obtaining 
money wrongly. As a result the contractors paid in a 
cheque of close on £400—the difference between oversea 
and ordinary treight. 

11. How long did that investigation take you ?—Five 
or six weeks. 

12. Constantly ?—Yes, I was on it practically the whole 
time. 

18. The other one took you about an hour ?—Yes, 

14. When you reported to Mr. Bayliss that they were 
barking up the wrong tree, did you honestly believe that 
everything was in order ?—I did. 

15. Did you know Mr. Summergreene ?—Only officially. 

16. Had you anything to do with the formation of the 
zontract ?—Nothing at all. 

17. How long after it was entered into did you first see 
it Seven months. 

18. If you had investigated the matter of prices in 1921, 
would you have discovered it ?—-Yes. Except that I made 
an error in construing that the increase dated only from 
the 1st October, 1920. A point was afterwards taken as to 
whether it was right they should charge from the 27th Sep- 
tember. I was informed that it was a debatable point. 


19. You made a report for the year ending 30th June, 
1921, regarding State enterprises, including the Trawling 
Department and Timber Department ?—Yes. 

20. You reported that the Trawling Department had 
made a profit ?—Yes. 

21. Mr. Loxton.] Have you the official report ?—Yes. 
I produce it. The figures were collated by the officer next 
in charge to myself, Mr. Clifford. I am perfectly satisfied 
that the report represents the true state of affairs as re- 
vealed by the books. The reports were signed by myself 
and Mr. Clifford, and were adopted by the Auditor-General. 
There may have been some editorial corrections by the 
Auditor-General. 

22. Mr. Tajler.| Is Mr. Clifford a thoroughly capable 
officer ?—- Yes. 

23. It was stated in the Daily Telegraph that there was a 
big loss in timber in the following year. What action 
would be taken by a commercial auditor, say for Saxton & 
Binns ?—The ordinary commercial practice is for the 
auditor to accept the certificate of the manager as to stocks. 
In this case I suggested to the Auditor-General, as I would 
not accept the manager’s certificate, unless ordered to do 
so, that the services of two leading inspectors in the Forestry 
Department be obtained, and that they should take stock 
as to quantity and quality, and also as to prices. My 
officers and I went over to see that no more than landed 
cost was placed on the values. Every precaution was taken, 
and if there was any fault it does not lie at the door of 
Mr. Clifford or of myself, but at the door of those two 
inspectors. 

24. You told the Auditor-General that you could not 
accept the manager's certificate as to stock and quality, 
and you applied to the Forestry Department for the services 
of two officers ?—Yes. I have followed that practice 
since 1914, 

25. That is a precaution never taken by outside firms ?— 
They say it is very rare. 

26. You say that those figures are absolutely correct 2— 
Yes, they have been proved to be correct. 


27. Have you any special leaning towards any political 
body *—Absolutely none. : tai 


28. Have you ever taken an active part in politics ?— 
No. I have not joined the Nationalists’ Association, the 
Labour League, nor any other league. 

29. You simply record your vote and say nothing ?—Yes. 

30. You have taken no part in politics ?—That is so. 

31. Did you ever make it your business to associate with 
Ministers and leading members of Parliament ?—No. I 
can say that I hardly ever knew one. I have no personal 
knowledge of Ministers, and have not sought their influence 
or patronage, 

32. You were appointed by Mr. Lazzarini ?—Yes. 

33. How many times had you met him before you were: 
appointed ?—Once. I was introduced to him by a mutual. 
friend. Mr. Lazzarini sent for me and asked me would I 
take the position. 

34. Chairman.] It was in April, 1921, that you first knew 
of ministerial approval not having been given —Yes. 

35. Did you draw the Auditor-General’s attention to 
that ?—Yes. My officers brought the matter before me, 
and I took steps to bring it under the Auditor-General’s 
notice. 

36. Mr. Dooley approved of the contract ?—Yes. 

37. Had you discovered the price excessive at the time 
would it have nullified the contract ?—No. The present. 
Government got it fixed by conciliation or persuasion, but. 
otherwise it would have been for five years. That was the 
term of the contract 

38. Mr. Lazzarini.| Do you remember prior to the last 
election a rather bitter attack being made on myself as 
Minister and on you as my under-secretary, insinuating: 
that you had been brought into my department for certain 
political and religious reasons ?—Yes. 

39. Do you remember discussing the matter with me.. 
and my resenting the insinuations ?—Yes. I remember 
you wrote to the papers. I took exception to the insinua- 
tions also. I am broad-minded. Only within the last few 
weeks, a man I have known for many years said to me 
“Oh, I was told to-day that you are not a Roman Catholic. 
It was published that you had been appointed to that 
position so that the Minister would have with him someone 
of the same faith.” That is a falsehood. 

40. Until I appointed you, I did not know what was 
your faith ?—-No. Asa matter of fact I am a Presbyterian. 


Thomas Sydney Champion, Secretary Public Service Boards. 
sworn and examined 


41. Chairman.| I understand you have some papers in 
the case to hand in ?—Yes. It should be explained that 
there were two inquiries—one by the Public Service Board, 
and one by Mr. McFarlane. 

42. Mr. Loxton.| Have you official papers showing when 
the matter was submitted to Mr. Dooley in 1921 2—No. 
The first investigation took place under section 9 of the. 
Public Service Act, 1902, by which the Board has power,. 
when anything of a disquieting nature comes to its know-- 
ledge, to hold an inquiry. After the inquiry the Board 
considered there was sufficient evidence to justify Mr. 
eas being suspended, and for a fuller inquiry to be 
held. 

43. What were the terms of the Board’s inquiry ?—It- 
was an investigation under section 9 of the Public Service 
Act, 1902, “into the efficiency, economy, and general 
working of the Chief Secretary’s Department, so far as 
relates to that portion of it known as the Department of’ 
Audit, more particularly as to the manner in which Mr. 
Frank Gribben has performed his duties in relation to- 
reports furnished by him as auditor in charge, Industrial 
Undertakings, Department of Audit, and secretary, De- 
partment of State Industrial Enterprises, in connection 
with the coal contract entered into by the State Trawlers. 
Industrial Undertaking with the Whitmore Australasiam 
Sales Ltd.’ The inquiry commenced on the 4th. Septem- 
ber, 1922. : 


44. Have you the Board’s report ?—Yes. The Board 
wrote to the Under-Secretary, Department of Public Works, 
on 20th September, 1922, as follows :— 

A copy of the evidence taken by the Board at the investigation 
is forwarded herewith. In view of such evidence, the Board are 
of opinion that Mr. Gribben should be suspended from duty on a 
charge of being “‘ negligent in the discharge of his duties,” viz., the 
duties which devolved upon him in connection with matters relating 
to a contract made in September, 1920, for the supply of coal to 
the State Trawlers industrial undertaking. 

45. What would be the next step ?—The officer is called 
upon to reply within from 5 to 7 days. 

46. That is a preliminary matter which is followed up 
by some further inquiry ?—Yes. That is the departmental 
inquiry. 

47. If a prima facie case is made against a man, he is 
relieved of his duties, and subsequent proceedings would 
be taken as the result of which he would be either found 
guilty or acquitted ?—Yes. 

48. What is the next step ?—In this case, the Under-Sec- 
retary for Public Works submitted for the approval of the 
Minister, that Mr. Gribben should be suspended, and be 
charged with negligence. Mr. Cooper, the Under-Secretary, 
in a minute to the Minister, wrote :— 

I am of opinion that Mr.:Gribben should be suspended and charged 
with negligence. 

And further :— 

The Board regard Mr. Gribben’s action seriously, and recommend 

that he be suspended, being of opinion that his report is due to 
either gross ignorance or culpable negligence. 
The Under-Secretary submitted that to Mr. Ball on the 
23rd September, 1922, and Mr. Ball “approved” on the 
same day. The papers were referred to Mr. Allman, legal 
officer of the Public Works Department. On receipt of the 
letter asking Mr. Gribben whether he admitted the truth of 
the charge, Mr. Gribben having denied it, it was necessary 
under the Act for an inquiry to be held. That was fixed 
for the 3rd October, and was held at the Chief Secretary’s 
Department. The Board delegated their authority to Mr. 
McFarlane, late stipendiary magistrate. 

49. Chairman.| He had already inquired into the coal 
-contract as a royal commissioner ?/—That isso. I produce 
the evidence given at Mr. McFarlane’s inquiry, and his 
‘report, dated 19th October, 1922. Mr. McFarlane, in con- 
clusion, states :— 

Having heard the evidence in the case it has been suggested by 
Messrs. Clark and Tayler at the hearing that if I found the charge 
of negligence proved I should express my opinion as to the nature 
of the punishment to be meted out to Mr. Gribben. The Public 
Service Board approved of this course being followed. I think, 
therefore, that in view of Mr. Gribben’s long, faithful, and exemplary 
service, as well as, also, the fact that he is on leave of absence, owing 
to the abolition of his office, that he be severely censured, and that 
he be fined, such fine to be paid, if so desired by him, by reasonable 
instalments. 

50. Mr. Loaton.| What was the amount of fine ? 

51. Mr. Tayler.| He was not fined ?—The Board decided 
that he should be censured. As his salary had been reduced 
from £750 to £680, and as he was on leave of absence, to be 
followed by retirement, the Board considered there was no 
need to take further action. 


Mr. McFarlane did not contemplate Mr. Gribben’s retire- 
ment. He said :— 

I think that in view of Mr. Gribben’s long, faithful, and exemp- 
lary service, as well as also the fact that he is on leave of absence, 
owing to the abolition of his office, that he be severely censured, 
and that he be fined, such fine to be paid, if so desired by him, by 
Teasonable instalments. 

If he was to be fined in instalments, evidently it was not in 
the Commissioner’s mind. 

52. Mr. Loxton.) Mr. McFarlane found that Mr. Gribben 
had been negligent “in not bringing to the notice of the 
Auditor-General, when he placed before him on the 12th 
May, 1921, the query, Hahibit B, that the contract 
required ministerial approval.” JI understand that the 
position at the time was that the accounts could not be 
passes because ministerial approval had not been obtained, 
although it was subsequently obtained ?—I could not say. 
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53. Mr. Lazzarini.] Up to the time the coal contract 
came out, there was no suggestion that there was anything 
wrong with Mr. Summergreene. Mr. Marks recommended 
Mr. Summergreene for the position. 


Frank Gribben, recalled, aud further examined :— 


54. Mr. Loxton.) Mr. McFarlane’s report states :— 


After careful consideration of the whole of the evidence, I am 
of the opinion that Mr. Gribben has been negligent in the discharge 
of his duties in not bringing to the notice of the Auditor-General 
when he placed before him on 12th May, 1921, the query, Bahibit 
B, that the contract required ministerial approval. 

Although you did not draw attention to the fact that the 
contract necessitated ministerial approval, would it not 
appear so from the nature of the contract ?—It was brought 
under the Auditor-General’s notice. 

D5. You did not say that it required ministerial approval, 
but you did ask for ministerial approval ?—Yes, I asked 
that it be obtained. 

56. You drew attention to the fact that ministerial 
approval was required, although you did not draw atten- 
tion to the fact that it was necessary. It was a distinction 
without a difference. Were you aware of the antecedents 
of the contract ?—No. My officers brought the matter 
before me, and said,that there was no ministerial approval. 
I put it before the Auditor-General, and pointed out to him 
the conditions, but not the price. 

57. You were ignorant of the antecedents of the con- 
tract ?—Yes. 

58. On the 9th December, 1921, you wrote to the 
Auditor-General :— 

I have to report that I interviewed Mr. Berckleman, Mr. Bragg: 
Lithgow Coal Association, and Mr. Jonas, Coal Administration 
Board, concerning the “disquieting information”’’ in regard to 
the above contract. 

That is the State Trawlers’ coal contract. 
states :— 

These gentlemen are labouring under the impression that the 
contract had been entered into without observance of the recognised 
official procedure appertainig to contracts. 

He further states :— 


The contract had not been entered into in accordance with the 
custom of the Stores Supply Department and Mr. Summergreene 
had no authority to enter into a contract in any other way. 


Mr. McFarlane 


Attention should be drawn to the fact that another communication 
in connection with the matter had been received (Hxhibit R). 

59. And the report states that only one tender was 
received ?—That would be the one in connection with 
which a northern gentleman wrote that he did not think he 
could supply coal at Darling Harbour. 

60. You admit that you failed to discover something 
which might have materially affected the subsequent 
course of the inquiry although it could not have affected 
the making of the contract ?—That is so. 

61. Mr. Lazzarini.} The whole matter seems to hinge on 
the price of coal. How is it that no action was taken 
against Mr. Berckleman. Why did -he not report the 
matter to the Auditor-General ?—I cannot say. 

62. Mr. Loxton.| Mr. McFarlane admits that ministerial 
approval was obtained for the contract. 


Thomas Sydney Champion, recalled, further examined :— 


63. Mr. Loxten.| As far as you know, did the Board make 
efforts to place Mr. Gribben in a position in the Service ?— 
Yes. The department having been abolished, there was no 
suitable position for Mr. Gribben. The Board made efforts 
to place Mr. Gribben in another department. They tried 
to place him in the Department of Agriculture. 

64. In what position ?—In the Accounts Branch, and 
they tried to place him in the Department of Audit, his own 
department. Mr. Coghlan definitely stated that he would 
not take Mr. Gribben back. Immediately Mr. Gribben left 
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the department, Mr. Coghlan set about making recommen- 
dations for filling the vacancy. Consequently that door 
was closed to Mr. Gribben. 

65. Did Mr. Coghlan take up the position that Mr. 
Gribben had ceased to be an officer in the Audit Department, 
and that his reinstatement there would have interfered with 
the promotion of other officers —Yes. 

66. It was not because he thought Mr. Gribben was not 
fitted to hold a position in the Audit Department ?—No. 
It was because his re-appointment there would have upset 
the whole department. 

67. The action of the board in not reinstating Mr. 
Gribben was no reflection on his fitness to occupy a position 
in the Audit Department ?—No. The Board, first of all, 
tried to find him a position in the Department of Agricul- 
ture. 

68. There is no doubt that the Board endeavoured to 
obtain for Mr. Gribben a position similar to that which he 
occupied in the Department of Audit ?—Yes. : 

69. You know nothing in connection with Mr. Gribben’s 
conduct which would justify the Board in dispensing with 
his services as an undesirable employee in the Public Ser- 
vice ?—No. The Board finds great difficulty in finding 
positions for officers high up in the Public Service. It is 
often difficult to place them in suitable positions. 

70. The position of Accountant in the Public Stores 
Department was advertised on the 17th November, 1922. 
Why was not Mr. Gribben appointed to that ?—I cannot 
say why he was not considered. 

71. Chairman.] Has the head of a department the right 
to say whether a man shall be appointed to a position in 
it ?—Yes and no. The head of the department has to 
work with that man. 

72. As far as the Auditor-General’s Department is con- 
cerned, in this case, it was considered undesirable to bring 
in an outsider to displace others already in the depart- 
ment, which would have interfered with promotion in due 
course ?—Yes. 

73. Has not that practice recently been departed from in 
the Department of Justice ? Have not steps been taken to 
enable Mr. Kessel to be appointed to the position of Public 
Trustee ?. Has not Mr. Acock, who occupies the position 
in the Public Trustee Office, been passed over for that par- 
ticular position ?_ Is it not proposed to place someone over 
Mr. O’Reilly, or over Mr. Morris, one in the Attorney- 
General’s Department and the other in the Justice Depart- 
ment, which will affect promotions there for the next fifteen 
years ?—I cannot say. To have reinstated Mr. Gribben in 
his own department would have meant the displacement of 
others who have acted in positions there for nine months. 

74. Mr. Gribben has been gazetted out of the Service 
only within the last few weeks. In 1922 a letter was written 
to the Board, in which he offered his services, and asked 
that he be given a position suitable to his rank in the 
service. Was there no suitable position vacant at that 
time ?—I cannot say that there was. 

75. Chairman (to Mr. Gribben.)] Did you apply for the 
position of Director of the Tourist Bureau ?—No. 

76. Mr. Tayler (to witness).] Mr. Collier was appointed 
to a position in the Stores Department ?—Yes, I think so. 
’ 7. In what division is that ?—Professional, I think. 

78. Has he passed the necessary examination to qualify 
him for the position ?—I could not say. : 

79. Do you know Mr. Stevens, Assistant Director of 
Finance ?—Yes. 

80. When was he appointed ?—I cannot say at the 
moment. It was within the last twelve months. 

81. What position did he previously occupy ?—Inspector 
in the office of the Public Service Board. 


82. And before that ?—He was in the State Superannua- 
tion Department, and before that he was in the Local 
Government Office. 

83. That appointment was made while Mr. Gribben was 
looking for employment in the Public Service ?—Yes. 

84. Mr. Gribben has been in the Public Service 34% 
years. How long has Mr. Stevens been in the Service ?— 
Since 1912. 

85. What is his salary ?—Roughly £900 per annum. 

86. Was any letter sent to Mr. Gribben during the past: 
twelve months drawing his attention to any vacant posi- 
tion which might have suited him ?—No, nor did he make: 
application. I understand he is going out on a pension. 

87. Mr. Loxton.] When was he gazetted out of the Ser- 
vice ?—On the 19th October, 1923. 

88. Mr. Tayler.| Is it a fact that section 65 of the Act is: 
used when the Board does not want to bring an actual 
charge against a man ?—It has been used for that. It is 
not confined to that. I think Mr. A. 8. Jones’ services were: 
terminated under that section. It does not follow, because 
a man’s services are terminated under section 65, that it is 
because of an offence. 

89. Mr. Lozton.| Has the Board a desire to call witnesses, 
ministerial or otherwise, to assist the committee in coming 
to a conclusion ?—No. ; 

90. If a position were open to Mr. Gribben, would the 
Board be prepared to place him in it if he were still in the 
Service ?—Yes. Had there been a suitable position for 
him, the Board would have appointed him to it. 

91. Mr. Tayler.| You have stated, in writing (15 Nov- 
ember, 1922), that :-— 

It is the intention of the Board that instead of Mr. Gribben’s: 
services being dispensed with under section 9 or section 65 of the 
Public Service Act, 1902, he shall be allowed the advantage of any 
leave of absence for which he is still eligible. 

%—Yes. There is a minute by Mr. Allman of 25th Sep- 
tember, 1923, which is with the papers (Hahabit B). 

92. On what date was the office of Secretary of the State 
Enterprises Department abolished ?—I cannot say at the 
moment. 

93. Was it not some time in 1922 ?—That may be. 

94. Who abolished the position. The Public Service 
Board or the Minister cannot abolish such a position. The 
position is created by the Executive, and must be abolished: 
by the Executive ?—Yes. 

95. Mr. Loxton.| We do not know that that position 
has been legally abolished. It would have to be gazetted ? 
—Yes. 

96. Mr. Tayler.] No Minister, the Public Service Board, 
nor Under-Secretary could abolish the position of Secretary 
to the State Enterprises Department ?—No. [Papers in 
the case of F. Gribben handed in by Mr. Tayler—Eazhilit A.| 

97. Mr. Loxton.] It was only because a suitable position 
could not be found for Mr. Gribben that he was gazetted 
out of the Service ?—Yes. [Other papers in the case of 
F. Gribben handed in by Mr. Champion—Ezhibit B.] 

98. Mr. Tayler] In his report Mr. McFarlane stated :— 

The following gentlemen, who have been officially connected. 
with Mr. Gribben, gave evidence showing him to be a man of the 
highest character for capability, efficiency, honesty, and attention. 
to his duties, viz.:—Messrs. Coghlan, Lynch, Colvin, Pearson, 
Dare, Renshaw, C. H. Campbell, Bevan, Byrnes, Hutton, and 
Mitchell. 

The following gentlemen also gave evidence as to Mr. Gribben’s 
character and high reputation for honesty, integrity, industry, &c., 
viz. :—Professor Vonwiller, Messrs. J. R. C. Campbell, Isles, Selby, 
Lee, Nash, Blundell, and Barr. 

Mr. Clark also admitted that Mr. Gribben is a thoroughly capable- 
officer, efficient, industrious, and of undoubted integrity, apart from. 
this particular transaction. 

Mr. Gribben made a mistake, and was hounded out of the 
Service. 
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MONDAY, 17 DECEMBER, 1923. 
Yresent:— 
Mr. FITZSIMONS (In THE Cuatr). 


Mr. LAZZARINI, 
Mr. ANDERSON, 


Mr. LOXTON, 
Mr. CROMARTY, 


Mr. GREIG, 


Mr. ©. Tayler (Messrs. Dowling, Tayler, and Macdonald, solicitors), on behalf of Mr. Gribben. 


Frank Gribben, formerly a member of the Public Service, 
recalled and further examined. 


99. Mr. Tayler.] You wish to hand in a statement 
showing positions in the Public Service which have been 


vacant, and to which you might have been appointed ?— 
Yes. The list [Exhibit C] is as follows :— 


Bahibit C. 


Mr. Collier, who was appointed, is not qualified for the higher 
grade. Came from Water Conservation’ Commission, outside of 
Public Service, about September, 1922, and was appointed to Re- 
turned Soldiers’ Settlement Branch. Has lately been appointed 
Investigation Officer, and is receiving £750 per annum. 

3rd November, 1922.—Services placed at disposal of the Public 
Service Board. 

15th November, 1922.—Public Service Board stated no position 
available. 

7th November, 1922.—Public Service Board ask for applications 
for position of Accountant, Stores Supply Department. Applica- 
tions did not close till 27th November, 1922. 


Accountant, Department of Agriculture.— 
Previous Accountant retired about May, 1922. 
has not been filled permanently. 
£700 per annum. Sub-Accountant, who at present is acting, 
has not been appointed to position, and never will be, as he is 
over 60 years; will be 62 on 27th December, 1923. 


Position 


Treasury.— 
J. Spence—l1th September, 1894 ... 29 years. 
B. 8S. Stevens—lIst August, 1912 11 years. 


(*A Lynch, Comptroller of Accounts, passed over after forty- 
one years’ service, and not yet up to age limit.) 

Neither has the knowledge of the Public Accounts that 
Lynch and I possess, and they are working on the basis of 
reform that was put forward by Mr. Pitt and myself twenty 
years ago. 


Public Service Board.— 
Deer, Spence, Stevens, and Duncan have vacated their 
positions in the Public Service Board in and since 1922. How 
were their positions filled ? 


Department of Public Works.— 

After present Government came into power, and the Minister 
of Public Works became Minister for State Industrial Enter- 
prises, it was proposed to have a Special Officer for State Indus- 
trial Enterprises. Provision was made on the Estimates for 
1922-23 (passed by this Government) for such officer at £750 
per annum. 

My salary prior to and whilst on leave was illegally paid 
from this vote. 

It is apparent that it was proposed to appoint me to such 
position. 

Why was it ever provided for if it were not intended to ap- 
point such officer, and has it now been abolished? If not, 


then why not ? 


100. Chairman.] In response to the Committee’s request 
that the Public Service Board supply a list of promotions 
to positions recommended by the Public Service Board, 
which positions might have suited Mr. Gribben, I have 
received from the Secretary of the Board the following 
list (Eahilnt D) :— 

Exhibit D. 


Public Service Board, 
17th December, 1923. 
W. R. Fitzsimons, Esq., M.L.A., 
: Parliament House. 
Dear Sir, 
The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with your 


request. 
& Yours faithfully, 


T, S. CHampron, 
Secretary. 
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17th December, 
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List of Promotions to Clerical Positions reeommended by Public 
Service Board, carrying salaries in excess of £524 per annum, 
between 22nd August, 1922, and 14th December, 1923. :— 


Appointees— 
Appointee. New Position. Salary. 
Previous Previous 
Position. Salary. 
£ £ 

McMahon, E. J....| Chief Assessor,Tax- 700 Secretary and Chief 750 

ation Department. Assessor, Taxation i 
Department. 

Armstrong, C. A.| Examiner, Taxation 525 Deputy Chief As- 560 

Department. sessor, Taxation 
: Department. 

Tennant, T. H. ...| Assistant Secretary, 543 Secretary, Govern- 600 

Government Dock- ment Dockyard. Range 
i yard, 650 

Trish, T: W. .| Chief Clerk,  Re- 565 Acting Chairman, 672 
turned Soldiers’ Land Boards,} Range 
Settlement Branch, Lands Depart- 732 
Lands Depart- ment. 

r ment. 

Mance, F. 8. .| Acting Clerk - in - 582 Chief Clerk, &c., 632 
charge, Lease Mines Depart-| Range 
Branch, Mines ment. 682 

Q : Department. 

Stevens, B. 8. B-| Senior Inspector, 782 Assistant -Under- 900 
Public Service Secretary, Depart- 

Board. ment of the Treas- 
ury. 

Sharpe. W. E. ...| Clerk, Lands De-| 439/12/6 Officer - in - charge, 600 
partment (on loan| andallow-| Rural Industries 
to Rural Indus- ance, Board. 
tries Bourd). £156. 

Kent, A. J. -| Acting Government 900 GovernmentPrinter 900 
Printer,previously 
Acting Secretary 
and Accountant, 

Government Print- 
ing Office at ...... 579 

Wal Sit, gece ae Acting — Officer-in- 563 Secretary and Ac- 675 
charge, Service| and allow- countant, Govern- 
Section, Govern-| ance, £69. mest Printing Of- 
ment Printing Of- fice. 
fice. 

McDonald, L. ...| Acting Accountant, 487 Accountant and Ex- 552 
Agriculture De- aminer, Agricul- 
partment. ture Department. 

Berckelman, A ...] Secretary and Exec- 932 Manager, Govern-| 1,000 
utive Member, ment StorssDe- 

Stores Supply De- partment. 
partment. 

Cowie, W. J. .| Manager, State In-| 682/12/2 | Secretary, the Trea- 750 
surance Branch, sury, and Man-| Range 
the Treasury. ager. State Insur- 800 

ance Branch. 

Soane. M. E. .| Clerk of Petty Ses-| 594/12/2 | Clerk of Petty Ses- 564 
sions. - sions, Lismore. 

Calver, R. L. C....| Clerk - in - charge,] 561/12/2 | Assistant Secretary,| 600 
Correspondence the Treasury. 
and Records, the 
Treasury. 

Colvin, R. J. Assistast Comp-] 684/12/2 | Assistant, Treasury, 750 
trolier of Ac- Accountant and) Range 
counts, the Trea- Receiver. 800 

; sury. 

Horniman, V. Assistant Paymas-| 561/12/2 | Paymaster, the 625 
ter, the Treasury. |} and allow-| Treastry. 

ance, £66. 

Nott. M. C. Senior Clerk, Cen-| 464/12/2 | Chiet Clerk, Central 554 
tral Police Office, Potice Office. 
Justice Depart- 
ment. ° 

Farr, H. Inspector and Reoy- sy) Clerk- in - charge, 582 
alty Officer, Mines Lease Branch, 
Department. Mines Depart- 

ment. 

Tremlett, F. C. G.| Chief Clerk, Pre-] 682/12/2 | Assistant Secretary. 700 
mier’s Depart- Premier’s Depart- 
ment. ment. * 

INOEDGSs Ex yscceers Chief Clerk, Tech- 457 Assistant Registrar, 580 
nical Education} and allow-| Technical Educa- | and al- 
Branch. ance. £104.}| tion Branch.* [ores 
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order. 


to which Mr. Collier and Mr. Stephens were appointed. 


* Alteration of designation only. 


101. Mr. Tayler.| The official list seems to be quite in 


The only two that we take exception to are those 


Mr 


Collier is, personally, a most excellent man, but he was 


unqualified for the higher grade position. 


Mr. Stevens and 


he were taken out of other Departments and no offer was 
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made to Mr. Gribben, about whose qualification there is no 

question. The position of the director of the Tourist 

Bureau has not, I understand, yet been filled. Mr. Gribben 

reorganised the accounts in the Tourist Bureau, both. at 

Jenolan and Kosciusko, and should be considered for the 

position. 

102. Chairman.] Have you. applied for any of these posi- 
tions ?—-No. I offered my services freely. 

103. Mr. Loxton.| The difficulty is apparently that you 
are not now in the service. If you were in the service it 
would be the duty of the Public Service Board to find you 
a position as similar as possible to the one you previously 
occupied. 

104. Mr. Tayler.] Section 15 of the Public Service Act, 
1901, states :— 

If at any time the Board finds that any officer employed in any 
department of the Public Service is in receipt of a greater salary 
than the maximum determined by the Board to be fairly appro- 
priate to the work performed by or assigned to such officer, such 
case shall be dealt with by the Board subject to the following pro- 
V1S1 80. 

a i) If, in the opinion of the Board, such officer is fitted for 
or capable of performing work of a class equivalent to 
the amount of his salary, and such work is available in 
the same or another department, the Board may assign 
such work to such officer. 

(2) If in the opinion of the Board such officer is unfitted for 
or incapable of performing worjk of a class equivalent to 
the amount of his salary, or if such work is not available, 
the Board shall reduce the salary of such officer to the 
maximum determined by the Board to be appropriate 
to the class of work actually performed by or assigned to 
him, and he shall have the option of continuing in the 
service at such reduced salary, or of retiring therefrom 
as hereinafter priovded. 

In view of the large number of positions in the Public 

Service, it is almost incredible if no position can be found 

to suit Mr. Gribben. If the Board were desirous of finding a 

position for Mr. Gribben, there is no doubt that one could 

be found. Mr. McFarlane has stated that he is a man of 
undoubted integrity and capacity. He has an unblemished 
record in the service of over thirty years. Task the Committee 
to view the matter from the standpoint of the public, so 
that public servants can feel that if they do their duty 
fearlessly and honestly, they will not be treated as Mr. 

Gribben has been when a change of Government comes 

about. Mr. Gribben has been gazetted out of the service 

by an executive minute, but I submit that that minute can 
be cancelled, so that he can go back into the service with 
his seniority. 

105. Mr. Loxton.] It seems that the Board can appoint 
a stranger to a position in the service only if the head of the 
department says that it is necessary to go out of the service 
to find a suitable man. 

106. Mr. Tayler.| There have been numerous cases of 
men being brought into the Public Service on the Board’s 
certificate that there was no one in the service suitable to 
fill the position. How-can you expect men to take positions 
in the Public Service if they feel that they will not be able 
to hold them when another Government comes into power. 
No private employer would place employees in such a 
position. 

107. Mr. Lazzarini.|] The Government has gazetted Mr. 
Gribben out of the service, but it can cancel that gazette 
notice by executive minute if it wants to 2—Yes. 

108. Mr. Loxton.] What is your age ?—Fifty. 

109. Mr. Greig.| When did you enter the service 2— 
Thirty-three years ago. 

110. Were you suspended ?—No. 

111. After the inquiry were you called before the Board ? 
—No 

112. What followed on the report ?—The Commissioner 
found that I be severely censured. I was still in the 
service on leave. 

113. I understand you received a letter from the Public 
Service Board to the effect that you had been severely 
censured ?—Yes, 


114. That means that the Public Service Board placed 
its imprimatur on the determination of Mr. McFarlane ?-— 
Yes. 

115. Were you called before the Board after the report 
was sent in ?—No. 

116. You said you made: no application for any new 
position in the Public Service. I understand that you felt 
you were under suspension and that the Public Service 
Board would apprise you if there was a fit opportunity 
you to resume duty ?—Yes. Mr. Tayler had written to 
the Board stating that my services were available. 

117. Mr. Loxton.] The suspension was removed and -- 
entered on leave of absence ?— Yes. 

118. Mr. Greig.] After the Commissioner’s report was 
handed in and accepted, and you received an intimation 
that you were to go on long leave. the Board did not 
send for you or ask for an explanation ?—-No. ; 

119. Mr. Lozton.] What positions do you say were suit- 
able to you which have been filled during the period of 
your leave of absence ?—The one I lay most stress. on is 
that of accountant in the Stores Supply Department. 

120. That is not in the official list ?—It is in my list. 
The official list purports to be a. list. of promotions to clerical 
positions. 

121. Chairman.] Some of them are new positions. The 
position of accountant im the Stores Department, which I 
think the Board could not justly say I was not qualified 
to fill, was filled by the appointment of a gentleman outside 
the service. F 

122. Mr. Cromarty.] What was the date of the circular 
which was sent around ?—7th November. . 

123. Mr. Loxton.| What other positions were there ?— 
There was one in the Department of Agriculture. Mr. 
H. L. Ellis retired from the service about May, 1922. I 
saw the Chairman of the Public Service Board and asked 
him if, as it was mooted, my position as secretary of the 
State Inductrial Enterprises Department was tobe abolished, 
the Board would consider me for that position. Mr. 
McDonald was appointed. 

124. What did the Board say ?—Nothing was said either 
for or against me. I simply mentioned the matter to the 
Chairman because I felt that if my position was abolished 
I would have to go elsewhere. 

125. What other positions were there ?—There was one 
in the Treasury as Under-Secretary for Finance, when Mr. 
Pearson’ retired. Mr. Spence was eventually appointed. 
He has not had the experience nor the length of service 
that I have had. An assistant to Mr. Spence, Mr. Stevens, 
was also appointed, and he has not had one-third of the 
service of either Mr. Lynch, an excellent officer, or myself, 
who were passed over. 

126. Mr. Spence’s name is not in the list ?—No. He 
was Chief Inspector in the Public Service Board office. He 
was afterwards appointed Government Printer, and then 
he was appointed to the Treasury with the title of Director 
of Finfince. 

127. Are you prepared to accept a position in the Public 
Service at a reasonable salary ?—Yes, at any reasonable 
salary. 

128. Mr. Anderson.] You are not after compensation; 
you want a position ?—Certainly. If they will not give 
me one, I think I am entitled to the other. I have done 
nothing to warrant the treatment I have received. 

129. Mr. Lazzarum.] You are prepared to accept any 
position in reason in comparison with the salary you have 
received for some years. You would not be prepared to 
accept a humiliating position ?—That is so. 

130. Mr. Tayler.} A man who has spent many years in 
the Public Service finds it difficult to make a hving outside 
the service. The work of the Public Service is quite dfi- 
ferent from that in the outside business world. If Mr. 
Gribben cannot be reinstated we ask for reasonable com- 
pensation. But that is a point I do not want te raise. 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1924. 
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Water Conservation and Irrigation Commigsicn, 


Union House, 247 George-street, 


 ¥O@7 


Sydney, 12th December, 1923. 


Tar Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission has the honor to present to Parliament its 
respect of the year ended 30th June, 1923. 


The Report is divided into seven parts, with Appendices, as follows :— 


Part I.—General .,, wea 


Part II.—lIvrigation Areas established and controlled by the State 


Report in 


Part III.—Irrigation Schemes under consideration which will be established and controlled 


by the State ... 
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Part IV.—Water Conservation Works constructed by the State, but administered by Local 


Trusts... 
Part V.—National Works maintained by the Commission 


Part VI.—Artesian and Shallow Boring ... 


Part VII.—Licensed Works for Stock and Domestic Water Supply, Irrigation, and other 


purposes 


coe ede 


Appendix A (Financial Transactions) 


Appendix B (Balance-sheet, Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas) 

Appendix C (Statisties of Crops Watered— Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas)... see 
Appendix D (Meteorological Data, Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas) ... 

Appendix E (Burrinjuck Dam—Flood of July, 1922) 

Appendix F (Artesian and Shallow Boring) 


Appendix G (Heads of Branches, of Sub-Branches, and other Senior Officers) 


FRANK A. CHAFFEY, 


Chairman, 


H, H. DARE, 


Commissioner, 


GEO. J. EVATT, 


Commissioner. 


H. Bevan, 
Secretary, 


npentit 
hae ea 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


WATER CONSERVATION AND IRRIGATION 
COMMISSION. 


PART I.—GENERAL. 


PERIOD CovERED BY REpoRT. 
THIs report covers the period from the Ist July, 1922, to the 30th June, 1923. 


CONSTITUTION OF COMMISSION. 


There has been no change during such period of this report in the personnel of the Water Conservation 
and Irrigation Commission, which consists of— 


Captain F. A. Chaffey, Minister for Agriculture, Chairman, ex officio. 
Mr. H. H. Dare, M.E., M.Inst.C.E., Commissioner. 
Mr. G. J. Evatt, Commissioner. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE WATER CONSERVATION AND IRRIGATION COMMISSION. 
The principal functions of the Commission are :— 


(1) River Gauging, and the Investigation of Proposed Water Conservation and Irrigation Schemes. 

(2) Construction and Maintenance of Irrigation Areas established and controlled by the State—e.g., the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas, the Hay Irrigation Area, and the Curlwaa (Wentworth) Irrigation 
Area. 

(3) Water Conservation Works constructed by the State, but administered by Local Trusts. 

(4) The Construction of Works for Water Conservation provided as National Works by the State, 
and the Maintenance of these Works. 

(5) Control of Artesian and Shallow Boring. 

(6) Licensing of Private Works for Stock and Domestic Water Supply, Irrigation, and other purposes. 

(7) Control and Management of Soldier Settlements on Irrigation Areas. 


FINANCES. 


Appendix A contains particulars of the vote expenditure and the income of the Commission 
for the year. Appendix B sets out the general balance-sheet of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Scheme. 
The financial position of this scheme is dealt with in Part II, page 10, but it may here be stated that 
further marked improvement has been shown during the past twelve months. Full financial details of 
the various activities in connection with the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Scheme are published in the Report 
issued by the Auditor-General on State Industrial Undertakings, and presented to Parliament, and those 
particulars are therefore not repeated herein. 


INCREASED IRRIGATION SETTLEMENT. 


The year has been one of normal inerease in irrigation settlement in the State, not only in the 
various areas controlled by the Commission, but also in the case of private irrigation carried on under 
licenses. There are in the State of New South Wales at present at least 2,252 irrigation farmers, settled 
on State-controlled areas, in addition to about 1,696 persons who operate under pumping licenses issued 
in pursuance of, the provisions of the Water Act, 1912. 


FarMiIna DEPRESSION. 


In common with other parts of the world, there exists at the present time in New South Wales a 
somewhat depressed condition in relation to farming, and irrigation areas have not been free from this 
phase. The’ causes doubtless lie in production showing a surplus over home requirements, and a reduction 
in the purchasing power of most of the countries oversea to which the State looks for its sales. The Com- 
mission hopes that there will be an improvement in oversea markets in the near future. 


IMPERIAL PREFERENCE. 


The Commission also hopes that definite determinations will result from the efforts which are to.be 
made at the forthcoming Economie Conference in London to obtain adequate preference for canned and 
dried fruit. Both of these lines are of the greatest importance to the various irrigation settlements already 


in being, and to be brought into existence during the next few years. Wh 
FARMING 
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FARMING OTHER THAN FRUIT-GROWING. 


The Commission a considerable time ago outlined to the Government (see last Annual Report) a 
scheme of fodder conservation which would provide to a large number of irrigation farmers an avenue for 
the produce of their holdings and at the same time be an assurance to the graziers. Dr. Elwood Mead has 
carried this proposal further by suggesting the growing of lucerne on the better quality soils of the Murrum- 
bidgee Irrigation Areas, and an arrangenient with the graziers whereby the latter will contract to purchase 
the lucerne so produced over a term of years at a fixed price. This matter is receiving close consideration. 
There is also room for extension of the dairying industry, although this is also subject ‘to world’s conditions 
in the matter of prices obtained for the produce, and until matters more nearly approach normal in Europe, 
2 too rapid expansion of butter production may not be advisable. 


SETTLERS’ PRIVATE CAPITAL. 


Prior to the advent of Soldier Settlement (which was undertaken by the Commission as a matter of 
Government policy) it was the practice to insist on all settlers possessing a reasonable amount of capital 
before they were accepted as eligible applicants for land on irrigation areas. The following figures indicate 
that a large amount of private capital has been invested, and that the Commission was able to obtain settlers 
well provided for in this respect :— 


Declared Private Capital at Time of Application. 


Distriet seme | RT opel 
| Le £ 
Marrool"(Grifiith))macenasswseccate seers eateisee nen 547 251,497 460 
Yanco (Leeton) ........ cic sina crrscsMtneees sseneeee 639 454,409 711 
AMGEN IED SoApnenace oleae gusielactater seen 1,186* | 705,906 595 


* These figures include 2-acre farms, the holders of which had little capital. If these 
were excluded the average would be more like £700 per settler. 


The Commission is of opinion that it is of the greatest importance that its policy in this respect 
should be adhered to in connection with all future settlement, particularly in the case of ove rsea settlers 
whose lack of knowledge of local conditions will render the possession of capital all the more necessary. 


OVERSEA DELEGATION. 


During a visit to certain of the irrigation areas of members of the Oversea Delegation, which visited 
Australia in connection with mi igration matters, and also whilst the delegation was at Sydney, the Commission 
had an opportunity to discuss migration problems with the members. The delegation was supplied with 
fullest particulars as to the opportunities for irrigation settlement in the State. They were particularly 
interested in the success obtained on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas with boys settled under the 
Dreadnought svstem. Two meetings were arranged under the chairmanship of the Honorable FB. Il. Farrar, 
Minister for Labour and Industry, who has charge of migration matters, at which about eighty boys were 
met by the delegation. An opportunity was thus eiven for a frank talk between the boys and the oversea 
representatives, and general satisfaction was cx pressed by the delegates of the treatment of the boys and 
the apparent success of this movenient generally. 

At a later date Professor F. B. Smith, C.M.G., M.A. of Cambridge University, the member cf the 
delegation devoting special attention to agriculture, visited the Murray and the Murrumbidgee at fairly 
lengthy periods, investigating the migration problem from the agricultural point of view. 


British EMPIRE EXHIBITION. 


Although the arrangements for the British Empire Exhibition are mainly under Federal control, it 
is of the greatest importance to the work of the Commission that advantage should be taken of the 
opportunity thereby presented for suitable propaganda, not only in respect of farms to be made 

available, but also of the gocds to be disposed of from irrigation areas, and for which oversea markets are 
sought. It is a matter for the Government te determine to what extent publicity in connection with 
irrigation areas is to he provided for. The Commission merely points out the advantages to be derived 
from efficient publicity. 

SOLDIERS’ SETTLEMENTS. 

It may be said that the work of placing soldiers on irrigation farms has been almost completed. 
While there are many problems, mostly of Government policy, which have yet to be settled under this heading, 
it can be stated that in the class of soldier settler obtained for the irrigation farms, the Commission has, 
on the whole, been well served. 

On 30th une, 1923, 911 soldier settlers held farms on the various Government irrigation schemes. 


Dr. Etwoop Mran’s Visiz. 


The Commission has been greatly assisted in its work by Dr. Elwood Mead, who was engaged by 
the Government to report on land settlement generally. It is very gratifying to the Commission to know 


‘that, in most respects, this eminent authority on irrigation and water conservation has confirmed what has 


been done by the Commission and its proposals as to future developmen} of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Scheme. Dr. Mead, having had lengthy experience of irrigation settlement in America and Australia, 
has encountered many of the difficulties experienced by ‘the Commission, and it is reassuring ‘to the 


Commission to find that for the most part the methods ad>pted by him were on similar lines to those 
followed 
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followed by the Commission. The Commission appreciates the opportunity it has had of discussing with 
Dr. Mead matters of interest to all endeavouring to solve problems in connection with irrigation, and 
considers the action of the Government in securing Dr. Mead’s services a wise and well-timed step. 

On the occasion of one lengthy tour—that of the Murray River—Dr. Elwood Mead was accompanied 
by Professor Charles F. Shaw, head of the Soil Technology Division of the University of California. 
Professor Shaw’s experience, which was made available without fee or reward, was of the greatest possible 
assistance, and the opportunity is now taken of acknowledging the help rendered. 


Murray River INSPrcrion. 


During the early part of Dr. Mead’s stay in New South Wales a close inspection was made of the 
areas on the Murray River intended for development when the water to be conserved by the Hume Reservoir 
becomes available. The inspection commenced at the Hume works and ended at Wentworth. All areas 
previously located were gone over by the inspection party, which consisted of the Minister for Agriculture 
(Chairman of the Commission), Dr. Elwood Mead, Professor Charles F. Shaw, Messrs. Dare and Evatt 
(Commissioners), and Mr. J. E. Slade (Chief Survey Draftsman of the Commission). Much valuable data 
was collected, and a special report furnished to the Government for future reference and guidance. 


PRIVATE IRRIGATION. 

Considerable publicity has been given during the past few years to proposals made from time to 
time by landowners (particularly along the Murray River) for the development of private irrigation schemes. 
This feature was specially brought under the notice of Dr. Elwood Mead, who, in the light of his experience 
of similar problems in America, furnished a report to the Government advocating amended legislation. 
At the present time there are many persons on the Murray River who have taken the law into their own 
hands and have commenced irrigation schemes without the necessary authority, and have subdivided 
and sold their land without the new owners having the shghtest security in the shape of water rights. 
It is quite clear, and has been urged by the Commission from time to time, that amending legislation is 
necessary and a Bill partly with this purpose in view has been drafted for a lengthy period. 

There are many advantages in allowing private irrigation to be developed with proper safeguards, 
and the most important is probably the saving to the State in the matter of provision of capital. The 
drawbacks consist of the danger of unsuitable irrigation works and of the exploitation of the incoming 
settler. It is felt that both these difficulties may be guarded against by enactment. 


AMENDING LEGISLATION. 
As pointed out in previous reports, the Commission is of opinion that the law in relation to water 
conservation and irrigation requires amending in many important details. The Commission trusts an 
early opportunity wil! occur for the Government to introduce the recuired legislation in Parhament. 


RESEARCH WorK. 


Connected with irrigation development and irrigation farming generally are many matters requirirg 
constant research. Appreciating this fact, the Commission has submitted to the Goverr ment the provision 
of an annual amount on the Estimates, and has decided to appoint a suitable officer to control rcscarch 
work, The Commission looks forward to receiving firarcial assistance from the Federal authonitics through 
their Institute of Science and Industry, havirg regard to the fact that the results of the investigatiors 
will be made available for the benefit of all irrigationists in Australia. At Mildura assistance is given 
by the Federal Bureau in the matter of viticulture research, and it secms reascrable that the like help 
should be given to this State to enable it to carry out its investigatiors in similar dirccticr s, 


Future WATER CONSERVATION AND IRRIGATION SCHEMES. 


Considerable advance has been made during the year in investigatory work in connection with 
proposed additional water conservation ands irrigation schemes; and public interest has been greatly increased 
in the various districts concerned. Full par ticulars of the work carried out are given in Part ITI. 


Starr MATTERS. 


During the year the Officers’ Code cf Regulatiors was cc mplctely reviscd exd brought up to date. 

Notwithstanding considerable extersion of the Ccmmission’s activitics, it wes fourd possible to 
carry on the work with ro considerable ircreese in staff. The number of officers cmployed to 0th June, 
1923, was 325, as compzrd with 307 at the end of the previous period. 

Appendix G gives the names of the Commission’s heads of branches, sub-heads of branches, and thé 
principal other senior officers, with their designations. 

The Commission deeply regrets to have 40 record the death during the year of Mr. Leonard Ivo 
Lillyman, Chief Accountant, an officer who had had a long and honourable career e xtending over twenty-two 
years in the service of the State, and who had been associated with the Commission's ach vitles from its 
inception. Mr. Lillyman was one of-the first officers appointed hy the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust 
in 1912, when the first farms in connection with the Murrumbidgee Irrivation Suheme were set apart for 
application. By his decease the State has lost the services of a most ¢ apable and experienced servant. 


PART II.—IRRIGATION AREAS ESTABLISHED AND CONTROLLED BY THE STATE. 


MURRUMBIDGEE IRRIGATION SCHEME, 
SroRAGE AT BURRINJUCK. 


Operations were continued by day labour, comprising excavation in the southern spillway and 
placing of concrete in the southern spillway wall and training wall below the dam. At the end of the 
year the whole of the excavation had been practically completed, but there still remained a gap in the 
concrete at the southern end which it is necessary to leave open for the passage of flood waters until 
certain subsidiary works are completed. 


At 
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At the request of the Public Works Department a commencement was made towards the close of 
the financial year, with the excavation in the river bed required for the pipes leading from the valve house 
in the dam to the power house which is to be built in connection with the hydro-electric scheme. 


The water level at 30th June, 1922, stood at R.L. 1097.58 (full supply level being R.L. 1180), 
This was increased to R.L. 1178,12 on 29th July, due to the flood referred to later in this report. After 
the passage of the flood level was reduced to below R.L. 1140 for-constructional purposes. An 
abnormally dry season followed, lasting until towards the end of May, 1923, and a large body of water 
was released, the level of the storage falling to R.L. 1074.42 on 23rd May, 1923. This is the lowest level 
since 23rd June, 1915, The month of June, 1928, was very wet, and at 30th June the level had increased 
to R.L. 1120.50. 

The rainfall recorded at Burrinjuck for the year was 31,89 inches, of which 8,81 inches fell in July 
1922, and 12.36 inches in June, 1923. The intervening months were generally dry, no rain falling during 
February or April. This constitutes a record for dryness, while June, 1923, was the wettest month since 
records have been kept. 


Evaporation has been 37.6 inches, or slightly above average of the previous ten years. 
On the 24th February, the temperature reached 107° F., which is the highest yet recorded. 


Work in connection with the raising of the continuous girder bridge at Taemas has been 
continued by day labour. The construction of the approach spans and approach bridge has been well 
advanced, and preparations made for raising the main spans when river conditions admit. 


In connection with the truss bridge over the Goodradigbee River at Wee Jasper, which is to be 
removed and re-erected at a higher level at an adjacent site, arrangements were made with Contractor 
J. A. Jackson to undertake this work, the approaches and road deviation being carried out by day labor. 
At the end of the financial year this work had been nearly completed, and it was anticipated that the 
new bridge would be open for traffic early in the following year. 


ENLARGEMENT OF Main Canat. 
The enlargement of the Main Canal, which is being carried out under contrect from Berembed 
Diversion Weir to 78 miles 1,101 feet, was at 30th June nearing completion. Three excavating plants of 
the Dragline type have been in operation during the year, viz. :— 


Excavator No. 1 from 72 miles 1,595 feet to 78 miles 1,101 feet. 
Excavator No. 2 from 51 miles 41 feet to 58 miles 4,015 feet. 
Excavator No. 3 from 59 miles 5,723 feet to 59 miles 297 feet. 


Excavator No. 3 only worked over a short length and was put out of commission in February, 1923. 
The material excavated included 8,2€0 cubic yards of rock and 949,912 cubic yards of earth. 
Fencing, soiling, beaching, and subsidiary works have also been carried out in connection with the 
Main Canal enlargement. 
MURRUMBIDGEE ARE‘S.—-CONSTRUCTION. 


Surreys and Designs.—During the year major contour, feature, and classification surveys have 
been completed of 62,425 acres, located principally between Barren Box Swamp ard Gunbar; on the 
western side of Lake View Area; and to the east of the Northern Branch Chanrel, Mirrool. The surveys 
between Barren Box Swamp and Gunbar are practically complete, and are now being connected up with 
contour surveys on the western side of Lake View, over portion of the arca to be watered by pumping. 

Survey information was obtaincd in connection with fhe Mirrool ard Wah Wah Crecks, frem the 
Main Canal to the Gunbar Stock Route, in connection with the proposal to supply stock water for pastoral 
purposes to pastoral holdings ncar Gunbar. 

Minor contour surveys required in connection with farm design were completed of 8,820 acres, 
and also surveys of 24 miles of channels. 

Preliminary subdivision designs were prepared of about 30,000 acres in the parish of Ballingall, 
west of Griffith, and of the area between Mirrool Creek ard the Yanco-Griffith Railway. Detailed 
subdivision designs were completed of No. 3 Pumping &cheme, Yanco, about 1,€00 acres, and McPherson 
Range Pumping Scheme, Mirrool, 1,€£0 acres. There was, in addition, a considerable amount of survey 
work of a miscellaneous character. 

Designs were completed for the extension of the Lake View Branch Canal, and for channels, 
structures, roads, drains, fencing, township water supply, and miscellaneous works, representing a 
considerable expenditure. 

The accompanying plan shows the development of the Murrumbidgee Arcas at 30th June, 1923, 
and also the progress during the past ten years. 


Construction.—-The works constructed during the period include 9 miles of the large main drain J 
from Griffith to Mirrool Creek, which will take the run-off from the slopes of the McPherson Range, as 
well as the excess irrigation water from farms on the Mirrool Area. This work was carried out by day 
labour, as was also the extension of the Lake View Branch Canal, and reticulation works in the Lake View 
and Gogeldrie Areas, together with street formation, drainage, and miscellaneous works in Griffith 
township and elsewhere. 


In the case of some of the unlined channels on the Mirrool and Gogeldrie sections, there has been 
trouble due to seepage, and the lining of these channels is being undertaken during the non-watering 
season. 
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A contract was let for the construction of the channels, structures, and other works required in 
connection with the development of 2,600 acres west of Benerembah boundary. This work was still in 
progress at the end of the financial year. 

The Resident Engineer has furnished the following particulars of the work carried out during the 
year :— 


Excavation—Earth ... oe ae on Ae: ... 378,189 cubic yards. 
Ms Hagk--... sae bs sah is as 204 PY 
Concrete aa a aig Fe . 5,308 i 
Cement mortar channel lining act ae of ee Mikey 3 
Roads formed ... Le ry a cae Ae sy 401 miles, 
Clearing ... LE a 3 =i ae ote Bs 550. acres, 
Fencing ... Si Ere as ar vas aes aes 374 miles, 


The following table shows the progress of construction during the ten years ending 30th June, 1923 — 


Constructed Constructed 
to 30th June, to 30th June, 
1913. 23. 
: : Miles. Miles. 
Main canai (from Berembed Weir) and main branch canals of capacity over 
100 cubic feet per second :— 
IDH yet day lng ketetel e/a arancodocoder o- oedupnde seaduosnoSebnason assebooonooonocronncsatc 109 119 
G@oncreteslined Ghannelsi ceascctsscseccrctsicvsvesecescerersscccecesserensares|  serese "124 
Main branch canals of capacity under 100 cubic feet per second and dis- 
tributory channels :— 
Barth channels ........ hia casiiage cs enpiovereswee nqcnotinsndadabbenbbotescdnrsosduns 159 402 
Concrete-lined channels .,.-.1srseseeeee Dani ecrenecuscenthraeneuseomEcecacnnl ap “Lenaate 113 
Dramae channels -— | 
Singh ieaersacopagnn joBtrpRadeosdc BR necocebstnecedoubdncndcinedoocondecpcatcncorhe 74 56 
MAO Tae cee cance suis eventos (auinelesisonsle sens sins cnsieeesiee sls ieusideluasitsieseas 1724 531 
BVO Seem D RN sity decescette irvicdiesecassaseiesenssseederebrathegnzenienrss 269 | 842 


The totals of channels of all classes are respectively 448 miles and 1,234 miles, an increase of 786 
miles, and of roads 573 miles, constructed during the ten-year period. 


Electrical Construction.—-The power-house which supplies the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas 1s 
situated at Yanco. The generating plant has a full-load capacity of 600 kilowatts, comprising three steam- 
driven 5,000-volt generating sets, with Babcock boilers, a condensing and de-oiling plant, reinforced 
concrete stack, and coal siding and bunkers, together with the usual pumps and accessories. Current is 
supplied for power and lighting purposes in the townships and villages, and also in connection with a number 
of farms throughout the areas. The pumps which supply portion of the areas with irrigation water are 
also electrically driven. . , 

For some time a temporary plant was in use at Griffith, but this has now been dispensed with in view 
of the fact that a high-tension transmission line from Yanco to Griffith has been constructed. The trans- 
mission line was built to carry 33,000 volts ultimately, but for the time being a lower voltage is being used. 
The output of the Yanco station increased from 814,055 units last year to 1,348,805 units this year, with a 
corresponding increased efficiency in coal consumption from 5-3 lb. per unit to 4:7 lb. per unit. Several 
new transformer stations were installed at Griffith, Wamoon, Yoogali, and Penfold’s Winery. Some 
5L miles of transmission line were constructed to Stoney Point, and about 9 miles to Stanbridge, as well 
as about 4 miles of mains on Merungle Hill Soldiers’ Settlement, and a few miles of small extensions to 
existing mains. Ten miles of new mains were built at Griffith, including a line to supply Hanwood. The 
line built to Stanbrigde will deliver current to a point about 3 miles from Whitton, and the question of 
supplying that township with current is now under consideration. 


This year completes the tenth year of the Electrical Undertaking, upon which approximately 
£100,000 has been spent, including the power-house, transmission lines, &c. There are now some 150 miles 
of transmission lines erected, with twenty transformer stations. The practice has been to extend the 
electric mains only to those districts where the settlement is sufficient to ensure a return which will cover 
interest and maintenance, together with a small profit, although in some special cases lines have been built 
where such revenue might not be obtainable in the immediate future, but where future loads could safely 
be reckoned upon. Approximately, 1,000 customers have been connected to the supply, while there are 
a number of applicants waiting on the Mirrool Area, to whom it is hoped that electricity can be supplied in 
the near future. 

The rates charged compare favourably with those of other rural supply schemes, and are considered 
reasonable, when the heavy charges for freight on coal are taken into account. It is hoped that a reduction 
in the fucl cost may be made should suitable coal be obtained from the local coalfield at Oaklands, some 
70 miles distant, but up to the present this has not been found possible. tO 

Building Construction.—During the year, 496 building propositions have been dealt. with, comprising 
the following :—- 


; Farm buildings. Town buildings. 
Griffith ... Bp 3 ey ME ee a aa +e 140 
Yanco: ... me ae a cok aes is 97 87 
Vena”... be ae ect oi ep ay 87 4 
| Total OW ee Se Thy gee 172 
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The number of cases dealt with shows an increase of ninety-cight over those for the previous year. 
Systematic inspections have been made of the buildings to ensure that they comply with the Building 
Regulations. The Designing Engineer reports that the Commission is getting full value for the amounts 
advanced for the construction of soldiers’ cottages, and that there is a marked improvement in the type of 
building which is being erected in the towns of Leeton and Griffith, where the new Regulation gazetted in 
September, 1922, in regard to the erection of fireproof buildings in certain areas is having a beneficial effect, 

During the year, 256 soldiers’ cottages were erected, and at the close of the year there were ninety-six 
cottages in course of erection, and thirty-seven additional cottayes applied for. 

Industrial Ma’ters.—The Fight Hours (Amendment) Act, 1922, was assented to on the 12th September : 
1922. ‘This, in effect, provided for a 48-hour week. 

All Awards affecting the Commission have been varied to provide for a 48-hour week in lieu of a 
44-hour week. 

Two Board of Trade Declarations were made during the year, one on the 6th October, 1922, which 
made no alteration in the Basic Wage of £3 18s. per week, the other on the 10th April, 1923, increasing 
the Basic Wage from £3 18s. to £3 19s. per week. 

Two strikes occurred on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas during the year. These were both 
of short duration, viz., two days and one week respectively. They each affected 465 men and were 
amicably settled. 

The following table shows the number of employees of the Commission during each month of the 
year :— 


1922. 1923. 
July ae # .. 1,240 January ... ong = tie 3d bs, 
August... er ue LOG February ... ua si: 1,040 
September a are eh March aes. on Se alge 
October... ae. eee Seed) April sa wr con aed 
November... ae Rye cere. May = oe e. weedee 
December ay ote tral June nis a ie 9G 


Hicu Fioop In tHE MurRRUMBIDGEE RIVER. 


Towards the end of July, 1922, there occurred the largest flood in the Murrumbidgee River since 
1891 (see photograph). At the time of the fiood the dam wall had been cornpleted, including the northern 
and southern spillway wails, except for a gap at the southern end where the lowest level of the concrete was 
at R.L. 1140, full supply level being at R.L. 1180. 

At the beginning of the month the storage had been drawn down to R.L. 1098-67. By 9 a.m. on 
26th July the level had risen gradually to R.L. 1125-92. From this point on the rise was rapid, the highest 
level reached being 1178-12 at 6 a.m. on July 29th, or 1-88 feet only below the crest of the spillway walls. 
By 9 a.m. on 4th August the storage had fallen to R.L. 1155-04. 

Careful readings of the storage level were taken during the duration of the flood, at hourly intervals 
during the critical period. 

Water was discharged through the two 10 ft. x 6 ft. stony sluices, with sill level R.L. 1050, as well 
as through the gap at the southern end. Allowing suitable coefficients for these openings, and taking 
into account the increments in the storage between successive readings, it has been estimated that the 
maximum intensity of the flood was about 167,544 cubic feet per second. 

The aggregate volume of the flood over a period of approximately seven days is estimated to have 
been about 814,832 acre-feet. This is much in excess of the volume of approximately 460,000 acre-feet, 
estimated as the volume for a like period of the flood of 1916 (which was the largest previously since the 
construction of the dam was commenced), or of the high flood of 1900, when the volume for a like period 
is estimated to have been approximately 600,000 acre-feet. 

Some slight damage to plant was caused by the flood, but the wall suffered no injury. 

In Appendix ... is given a report by Mr. E. C. Andrews, Government Geologist, with regard to the 
erosion caused by the flood in the bed of the river below the dam. From this report it will be seen that 
the extension of the spillways as carried out by the Commission beyond the limits shown in the original 
design has been fully justified. 


MURRUMBIDGEE [RRIVATION AREAS. 
FINANCIAL Position. 


The financial position of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas continues to improve, this being due 
on the one hand to increase in revenue consequent upon extending settlement, and on the other to strict 
economy in administration. The interest payment constitutes the heaviest charge on the scheme. This 
charge is largely outside the control of the Commission, and no relief as was proposed has yet been given. 
For the financial year the interest and sinking fund charge amounted to £415,437, as against £363,302 for 
the previous period, an increase of £52,135. In spite of this additional impost, the gross loss for the year 
decreased from £325,533 to £296,579. 


For the year ended 30th June, 1921, the working expenses exceeded the revenue by approximately 
£200,000. For the following year there was a surplus of revenue over working expenses of £57,424. For 
the year now under review the revenue exceeded the working expenses by £118,858. The latter amount 
represents the contribution by the scheme towards the interest charge (or, in other words, a dividend to 
the extent indicated was earned). 


The two main headings of the accounts are “ Trading” and “ Administration.” In the Trading 
concerns the net results were not quite as good as in the previous period. This was almost wholly due 
to 
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to the reduced price for canning operations paid by the Commonwealth Fruit Pool, The total losses on 
all trading concerns for the year ended 30th June, 1922, was £8,009, and for the period under review £12,700, 
after paying £28,626 for interest, and £24,424 for depreciation. 


The reduced price for cannirg operations decreased the ret profit at the Carnery from £4,069 in the 
previous year to £295 in the year just closcd. The gross profit for the past year, including interest and 
depreciation, was £15,918 as agairst £18,144 for ths previous period. Again this is accounted for by the 
reduced price which had to be accepted for canning, and which was common to all factories working under 
the Commonwealth Pooling System. The details of this and other trading concerns are dealt with later. 


On administration a marked improvement is shown. Notwithstanding the extension of the area, 
the cost of administration was reduced for the period covered by this report by £5,774 to £88,852, whereas 
the earnings were incerased by £65,868 to £199,775. Although rigid economy is being practised, it cannot 
be expected that the administrative costs will remain at the presext figure. The services are rapidly 
expanding and increasing in volume; this particularly refers to water distribution, maiztenance of channels. 
Of necessity, an increase must be expected under these headings, but whatever increase may take 
place it will not be in anything like the ratio of the increased earnings; this mears that the net results 
should continue to improve and these will be reflected in th» better financial position of the scheme generally 
To give a better conception of the improvem*nt in the financial position during the last four years attention 
is drawn to the following schedules :— 


EstimAtED Comparative Statement of Working and Administrative Expenses for Years 1919-20, 
1920-21, 1921-22, 1922-23. 


Year ending Year ending Year ending Year ending 
30th June, 1920. 30th June, 1921. 30th June, 1922. | 30th June, 1923. 
Acre-feet of water Tight  .....sscecceseccneereraseeresrresrorsveens 35,967 45,305 55,382 65,385 
DES REG LSE UROTS Mee astra celveticisiie 6 scnis celvins vatelelsieslonieieeidsinostees ems 984 1,262 Tea7o 1,910 
Acreage held at 30th June in each year ..........sseeseeeeeeees 46,987 66,571 92,108 113,471 
£ Sas £ Sands Ss samc 2 Sand: 
COStIOLAW Atel DIStTIDUtLON saviececeessaisissno.soceoscsiacesase sees 8,528 O 0} 12,602 0 0] 13,099 0 0} 16,930 0 O 
Average cost per water right......,.s.scceceesenercreeeeeees 0 4 9 (De Oma 2 ay 
Average cost per settler .........scesenecseeeenceeseeernees 813 4 YU @ 8 6 10 817 3 
AVELage COSt PET ACTS  ....essseceeeecececsescrereeececsrncoes OR ars Oo 2 2 OR 2a 10) Cae 0 
| 
Cost of Maintenance—Main Canal and Channels ............ 1152068) OF ORF 105903) 05.0 8,956 0 0 9,477 0 O 
Average cost per water right........:.ssesseerescscesenseeees Om 62 Op 4.9 ORomna 0 210 
Average cost per settler ......sscssccsecsereeenseeeenconeens i yy Solin 2 iy ET 419 3 
Average COSt PET ACTC  .eceseecscsecscescecusenseeereseereens 0 4 9) 0 3 3 OL tl On tse 
Cost of Watcr Distribution and Maintenance...............65 19,734 0 0] 23,405 0 0} 22,055 0 0} 26,407 0 0 
Average cost per water (HY ino eceoeododbaundaccnduedsocdseoE 0 10 11 010 4 ts) @ 0 8 0 
‘Average cost per settler  .......-..eceeeceeeeesenceeeseeeenes 20 eee 18 10 11 14 O11 13 16 6 
Average COSt Per ACTC  .esssscseseresecseceseceesencesseecees 0 8 5 @ 7 @ 0.4 9 0 4 8 
Cost of Roads, Drains and Miscellaneous .....cesseeseeeeenees 20,953 O 0} 25,669 0 0} 18,385 0 Oj} 17,654 0 0 
Average cost per water right........:.scsseseeeeeesenee eens OTITIS SS Oll 4 OG F 0 5 4 
Average cost per settler ic... seseseeee senses neee eres scenes 21 > 10 20 6 10 11 14 2 9 410 
Average COSt PCT ACTC  eseseseeeecsceeeeeeeneeeenereeaseeeees 0 gill 0 7 8 0 4 0 Om sF 1 
Casi ote NGMaIs tra LOTS sss sane sc ccceeas ses retinas seal na eels ctov'e 65,458 O 0] 79,185 0 0! 53,527 0 0}; 42,707 0 O 
Average cost per water right...........sscsseseeeeee eee eee ees 116 4 1 14 11 O19 S 013 1 
Average cost per settler  .........ssceeeeeeeeeerenereeeeee ees 66 10 5 6214 1 34 1 10 22 7 2 
Average COSt POT ALTC — sereeesessececeseeeneecenserceernreees eb) Lelio Op Ea? One iae 6 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent, 
Percentage of Total Earnings against Totai F'xpenses, as 48:8 45-0 1-9 124-1 
above. | 


Norr.—The above figures do not include interest. 


NATIONALISING Portion or CapiTaL Cost. 


This subject has been fairly fully dealt with not only in previous Annual Reports, but in articles 
written from time to time on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Scheme, ard there is little that is new to be 
recorded. In other parts of the world it has been considered reasonable that the State should bear a fair 
portion of the interest charge in respect of large irrig vtion schems as a set-off for the direct and indirect 
benefits received from the existence ofsuch schemes. This is necessary at least in the early stages of develop- 
ment in view of the fact that heavy experses must be incurred years before those who are to provide the 
interest and working expenses, i.e., the irrigation settlers, are placed on their farms, and are in a position 
to make adequate payments. The Burrinjuck Dam, for instance, will provide water for about three times 
the area at presert available, and it would be manifestly out of the question to saddle th» small proportion 
of settlers at present in cccupation with the full interest charges on the cost of the dam. The Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Scheme could, of course, be made dircctly a paying concera by unduly taxiog the prese:.t holders, 
but such a policy is out of the question. It is quite clear that the naticnalising of portion cf the scheme does 
not represent any dircct advantage to the taxpayer. It merely has the effcct of placing th> capital at 
what is deemed to be a fair and reasonable figu-e, so that misapprehension as to the finarcie! position of the 
scheme is not so likely to occur. P 
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So far as the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Scheme is concerned, it has only been suggested that it should 
be partly nationalised. It has already been pointed out, for instance, that for the past year £118,858 was 
found by the scheme over working expenses as a contribution to the interest charges. This contribution 
is certainly only a small percentage on the capital invested, but it is at least something, and 
it will be gradually increased as settlement proceeds. The Murray Scheme, which has been 
undertaken with the fullest measure of approval by the Commonwealth and three States, viz., New 
South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, and will involve a capital expenditure on the head works, 
locks, weirs, &c., of nearly £10,000,000, is not expected to produce any direct contribution towards 
interest charge: It will readily be seen, therefore, that from the taxpayers’ point of view the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Scheme, considering its state of development, is doing remarkably well for the State. Further, 
it must not be overlooked that, apart from the direct contribution, there are other advantages which the 
scheme provides in the way of increased population, e.g., increased production and increased wealth 
generally. A new closely settled community now exists in a district, which was previously very sparsely 
inhabited. The dam itself creates a better regulated river, and the conservation of water at Burrinjuck 
was, during the period under review, of considerable benefit to the Murray River. All these things are 
surely of the greatest benefit to the State of New South Wales, and warrant a substantial contribution by 
the, State towards the interest charge. In railway freight alone during the past year well over £100,000 was 
paid to the Railway Commissioners at the stations within the Murrumbidgee Scheme, and as set out 
elsewhere in this report, the production for the twelve months was valued at over £500,000, notwith- 
standing that only one-third of the area isin the various stages of development. It has been estimated 
that the value of the production utlimately will be something between £2,000,000 and £3,000,000 per 
annum. 


LEssEEs’ VoIce IN MANAGEMENT. 


One of the features of the reorganisation scheme introduced about 23 years ago was to give to the 
settlers and townspeople a voice in the management of the scheme in matters other than those of policy. 
Two Boards, known as Executive Boards, are elected annually by the irrigation farmers and holders of 
township blocks. These Boards sit under the Chairmanship of one of the Commissioners. This system has 
proved satisfactory. The Commission has been able to obtain a better conception of the point of view of 
the men on the land and of the town residents, both of whom are also tenants of the Crown, than would 
be the case without such a system. It has been suggested to the Commission that the powers of the Boards 
are somewhat restricted. The Commission considers, however, that the Boards have been given a very 
full scope, quite as full as can be allowed without impinging on the statutory obligations of the Commission. 
When the time arrives for greater financial responsibility to be accepted by the local people, the Boards 
can, no doubt, with advantage be given increased powers. Acknowledgment is here made to the members 
of the Boards for the very material help given by them in connection with the local administration. 


Locat GOVERNMENT. 


For several years the Commission has advocated that the residents of the Irrigation Areas should 
be asked to accept greater responsibility in the matter of their local municipal services. Legislation in 
this regard has been promised, but has not yet been enacted. The cost of many purely local services is 
now a charge against the Commission without any corresponding revenue, and this is reflected in the Balance 
Sheet. The Commission is anxious to see constituted shires, which will control these local services, or that 
power shall be given at least to fix a rate to obtain revenue to cover the expenditure involved. It would 
be possible for this revenue to be allocated by the Executive Boards in the event of the local people preferring 
that method to a properly constituted shire. Hither one of the proposals should certainly be introduced 
at the earliest possible moment. 


FARMERS CO-OPERATIVE CONCERNS. 


Co-operation, which is expected to do so much for the development of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Areas, will receive a serious set back by the failure of the M.I.A. Co-operative Company, Limited, which 
was established some three years ago to assist the growers in the handling of their produce on the Yanco 
Irrigation Area. Lack of confidence in the management, which meant a turnover far too small for the 
capital invested, was the primary cause of the company going to the wall. In 1921, when the Commission 
had large supplies of canned goods to dispose of, it looked as if it would be out of the question to process 
the whole of the next season’s fruit crop at the cannery. The settlers, after the fullest consideration, held 
public meetings, and asked the Government for a substantial bank guarantee: (£35,000) to cover the cost 
of erection of buildings and plant, and the first year’s expenditure in carrying on trading operations in the 
drying of fruit and packing and casing it for the fresh fruit market. This request was granted under certain 
conditions—the company finding 10 per cent. of the cost of the buildings and plant. Some months after- 
wards the Commonwealth Fruit Pool was established, and it was decided to run the Cannery under the 
auspices of the Pool. This, to a certain extent, effected the turnover of the Co-operative Company, but 
it cannot be said that this materially added to the financial burdens of that concern. As a matter of fact 
the excessive cost of the operations of the company in its first year produced such heavy losses that a 
reduction in turnover was really an advantage rather than a detriment—the larger the turnover the greater 
would have been the loss incurred. The company met further ill-fortune when one of the most severe 
cyclones in the history of the district seriously damaged their building. 


All the troubles of the M.I.A. Co-operative Company, Limited, might have been surmounted had 
the settlers (for whom the company was created) recognised the advantages that would have accrued by 
giving the concern their utmost support, but this was not forthcoming. There is no doubt that a similar 
institution will be found necessary if settlers are to obtain the fullest benefit for their labours, but this is 
not yet realised by the majority of the growers, 


It 
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It is not possible at this stage to say what losses will require to be borne by the Government. under its 
guarantee, nor has it been decided to what extent the settiers will be required to make up this deficiency. 
Substantial buildings and plant will pass into the hands of the Government temporarily, and the question 
of handling the concern on a quasi co-operative arrangement will have to be examined. 


A far healthier position can be recorded with respect to two other important co-operative concerns, 
viz., the M.I. Dairy Farmers’ Co-operative Society, Leeton, and the Griffith Producers’ Co-operative 
Company, Limited. The former controls the butter factory, bacon factory, and abattoirs on the Yanco 
Irrigation Area, and the latter has charge of the co-operative fruit distribution from the Mirrool Irrigation 
Area, The work of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Dairy Farm>rs’ Co-operative Society is dealt with on 
page 16. The Griffith Producers’ Co-operative Company, Limited, although Landicappei from time to 
time by insufficient capital, has done excellent work in the marketing of fruits. One of the company’s 
main difficulties is that it is expected to provide outlets for the produce of a large area, some of the settlers 
of which have not at present any available funds to augment the capital of the company. This important 
question is having the attention of the Government, and possibly the proposed Rural Credits Bill will be 
the means of assisting this and similar concerns on the Area. 


Visit oF OrricrerR oF Co-oPERATIVE COMPANY TO AMERICA. 


The Commission made available during the period a loan to the Griffith Producers’ Co-operative 
Company, Limited, to enable it to send one of its officers to America to learn the latest methods of fruit 
packing and distribution. Judging by the valuable report submitted, this visit will result in improved 
methods, and the areas should benefit generally from the information gathered. 


Dartryinc InpustTRY. 


Following on the depression in the dairying industry generally during the year prior to that under 
review, the dairymen on the Irrigation Areas became dissatisfied with their position generally, and a request 
was made to the Minister for a fullinquiry. Realising that so far as the areas were concerned the industry 
was suffering in common with other parts of the State, there did not appear to the Minister to be any sound 
reason for commencing an investigation. Settlers were asked to put forward suggestions for the improve- 
ment of the industry, but no satisfactory response was made. To help the industry an appointment of an 
experienced dairy instructor was approved by the Minister, and it is hoped that this, combined with the 
general improvement in the marketing conditions for dairying produce, will have the effect of stabilising the 
industry. The returns for dairying produce have considerably improved, and if they remain at about the 
average which has been reached during the last twelve months, a more hopeful outlook by the settlers can 
reasonably be looked for. 


The Department of Agriculture contemplate extending their herd-testing operations to the areas, 
and this should result in great good to the industry by the building up of better herds. 


SoLDIERS’ SETTLEMENT. 


In Part I (General) of this Report this subject is dealt with for the whole State, so far as Irrigation 
‘Areas are concerned. On the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas there were held by discharged soldiers at the 
30th June, 645 farms in the Mirrool district and 213 in the Yanco district, a total of 878. This 
represents more than 50 per cent. of the farms held on the areas. It has been necessary in certain cases 
to take over farms from settlers and re-grant them to others, but this applies to a very small percentage, it 
being found that settlers, generally speaking, are working their farms well. 


Farm ComPETITIONS. 

Farm competitions were introduced in connection with soldier settlement during the period with 
satisfactory results, and it has been decided to continue this system, and in some directions to extend it. 
Dr. Elwood Mead has given valuable suggestions in this connection, which it may be possible to adopt at 
an early date. 

Propuction ror Past AND EARLIER YEARS. 

The following figures show the production for each year from 1916-17 onwards as far as 1s indicated 

by the factory returns :— 


Butter Factory. 
“i 


Year. Ne Tot | utter Mapsiipned. | to Settlers 
po Se OE ee 
Ib. £ 

C3 USE Capone peecees 1,275 310,186 18,393 
Igifel§ hee 1,546 449,038 26,472 
T9110 acca. Rey 1,959 502,781 33,424 
1918-20 cases tas oseits 1,934 349,137 25,652 
pee) ossceeaerses 2,209 432,721 43,218 
Ly alee eee 2,895 811,821 47,089 
1922-23 voessessseevees 3,700 946,470 74,852 
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Bacon Factory. 


Period. 


Total paid by Factory for Pigs Purchased. 


COPE H HOR Eee ee eee sees eesesereenes 


BORER eee e eee eee eeeeetreserseeeeeese 


CORR m eee meee eeeeeeeseeereeseeesere 


SOPHO HOO Ree HEE HEE EEE ODE EEE eEEHe 


Ce ee) 


z 
9,644 
24,852 
51,636 
32,492 
9,090 
6,681 
18,000 


SS a ES DT LS I IT TS 


Cheese Factory. 


“wil 


Vear Maximum Number of Total Amount of Total Amount Paid 
‘ Cows Milked. Cheese Produced. to Settlers, 
Per month. lb. £ 
VOLGLVT cecsecsncets 246 127,983 3,523 
LOLISES ce. Socseowurte 330 190,560 4,962 
L9IS=19 ...d.cesseonen’ 343 184,258 5,768 
1919-20. .....c0csecoees 336 78,953 2,551* 
192022 eee ceeee 
1921-22 s...0rceree (Operations ceased and building disposed of). 
1929223 Cr enecdiedes 
* For nine months only. 
Canning Factory. 
Quantity of Produce Total paid to Fruit and 
Year. | Treated. Vegetable Suppliers. 
Tons. = 

1917-18 ....... Gondontoada 409 3,780 
1918-19 ......0.0000. Polsteieie 1,401 18,036 
1919220 ciceccesaencees ate 2,596 26,821 
1920221 cancsateeeceeseee | 3,640 33,669 
Be reeset econ sees 2,216 21,291* 
19D Se ncksactatasoud 2,878 28,4077 


* No apricots treated—this crop being dried or sold fresh. 
{ Fruit canned under Federal Pool. Only limited quantity of freestone peaches accepted into Pool. 


OTHER PRODUCTION. 
Fruit. 


The following is the estimated quantity and value of fruit despatched from the Areas during 
the year, with comparative figures for last year :— 


1921-22. 1922-23. 


¥resh Fruit. Total Value. 


| Quantity, | Rate. “Total Value,| Quantity. | Rate. 


Cases. 8. £ Cases. 8. £ 
Decidmousipessecoceree 178,017 5 44,504 308,786 5 77,196 
The Saat 54,893 10 27.446 | 107,463 10 53,731 
lots] Meee ee 232,910 | | 71,950 | 416,249 | 130,927 


i =a 


Allowing for home consumption, the value may be placed at, say, £135,000 as compared with £75,000, 
the estimate for the previous period. 


a 
* Tonnage shows marked increase, but lower average prices have been estimated throughout this year in keeping with market fluctuations 


1921-22 1922-93. 

ete : Estimated Estimated 

Dried Fruit. Tons. Walioe Tons. | Value. 

£ £ 

Peaches ae caalere Netidemee eens 110 12,320 155 11,625 

Apricots Pas Cae Aa anaphase Pee 80 11,200 185 20,720 

Prunes: cradereeeecer re. meee 254 2,380 70 5,600 

Almonds apt en eoncecc cel ae Oman a ee 13 1,300 

Sultanas saeaeldetins Sacto beet 69 6,440 140 1,400 

Lexias Ree ae ronan mticmacdes Reet 29 2,436 25 2,500 

Citevants iiareeaeitosateteactess « 12} 933 28 ~ 2,800 
Ohals Wan Me, sence at eco 326 35,709 616 45,934* 


= Sa Sa, ath Sr a ae ln Nem nS SA RN RAEN a 
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Since the scheme commenced the factories established on the Arcas have paid to suppliers £591,791, 
made up as follows :—- 


£ 
Butter ey tee ae at rt oat ait oat bi 290,388 
Bacon ap +t A, Hy a = igs ne Me 152,395 


Cheese th re aa nf asi Ae Ri a a 16,£04 
Canning... ro Sey a 2% ee “ae i, Set 132,204 


Totemer te Be fee OO LOL 


ToTAL PRODUCTION. 


Under all headings of productions, including fodders, poultry, tobacco, as well as dairying and horti- 
culture produce, the value for the period is estimated at £575,000. 


Fruit Plantings. 
As this report covers only the period to 30th June, 1923, the current year’s plantings are not included 


in the following figures :—- 
Total Plantings, Year 1922-23. 


: Acres 
Yanco Irrigation Area— 
IDLO REIES cco coapecehooctoospanpnanpaddnondongoacocodunqeoToohooncenadapEédodockocgcs 99} 
(CSRBGIS, achoade ainbocbdot bohokp JenesOOOr¢ da don dantioee SobcnacnacunSoncGoceeCoEe ater concn 164} 
NE CSE teeta conics ianecias afctnenUntremtes(inlettalssictsnccatenadee tas Se lontie aes caste. saeaisieat 1554 
Mirrool Irrigation Area-— 
DEG WISTS, _ pconcduanndounoonantestoonsubentaaddute conésongnocuetobsasoeodendsechnEnnad 786 
CONGUE: Gogeoaadsiabdeokedets cofocdbehudoadadoodedde weancon deeec undeocABRMU inc nCBoonocer S61¥ 
MATTOS Mens re tiaeh cine eciatitisinise/st wisiciea sleidniaue seistte daieiate aeloe o's cis. dais adela ale slaeisieele@osiee mts 9652 
ROU AMM rcantiahnecs cntcs ete eedeclscetaamintesyectasiscenets 3,032} 
Adding these figures to those appearing in last year’s report, the total plantings are as follow :— 
Yanco Irrigation Area— Acres. 
TDCHINGE "gor daegtebrobeadcdeEarade A sonnadmenDECOnben J aacccrts Costecochoncedeceesnrr 3, 1494 
(CHUTES) 8A yaddor uddeteBemsnene BBG EAnC: code Aaa ROBRRUBESE cape: Jace GR cbec ciara aerate t 1,620} 
NIG SE nearer entuensnerecte pe raedeteseh sucess vesicasoomeassacenade ceded sesents 8864 
5,656 
Mirrool Irrigation Area— 
JD ETGYGINORIE .coagoonoohoodasc déadBonteodd subbttos ua chase ecocondcecbdhidoencencdgdet: 3,8482 
ORUQDE) “ oosiggoudasieh coded Annus HOES DOT CHOnCORDAGUS Nghe canbe ccose Gor ocoSCeOnLapoABOncNo non 2,270 
sMiairics saver comme cinerea eines cenaiaaikce saree nse uineieslwvcleaeesiemeuinaistenn easier acaserisisine 3,942¢ 
10,0603 
TRG! —Bondouencaddeoocomudocodconcudarubpooaddanusesuce: 15,7164 


In its leading lines (peaches, apricots, and vines), the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas now represent 
a fairly high percentage of the State’s total area under those orchard plantings. 


Business ACTIVITIES. 
As ia previous Reports, it is found convenient to divide the Business Activities into three classes 
as follow :— 
(a) Factories for the treatment of settlers’ produce. 
(b) Undertakings for the provision of municipal and public utilities. 
(c) Businesses for the supply of stores, implements, nursery stocks, &c. 


(a) FacTorigs FOR THE TREATMENT OF SETTLERS PRODUCE. 


The only factory now controlled by the Commission and coming under this heading is the Cannery, 
but information has been made available by the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Dairy Farmers’ Co-operative 
Society in relation to the éoncerns controlled by it. This section therefore refers to—- 


(1) Cannery, Leeton. 
(7) Butter factory, Leeton. 
(tii) Bacon factory and abattoirs. 


(i) Cannery, Leeton.—Having regard to the circumstances, the Commission considers the season’s 
operations have proved successful. The cannery continued under the auspices of the Commonwealth 
Fruit Pool, but instead of receiving 7s. 6d. per dozen for the operation of canning, as during the previous 
season, the price was reduced to 5s. 6d., with a promise of the first 6d. per dozen profit. Unfortunately, 
the profit suggested will never materialise, so that the price which the Commission accepted represents 333 
per cent. reduction on that of the previous year. Of necessity the profits could not be as large as during the 
previous year, but the Commission was able to show over working expenses, exclusive of interest and 
depreciation, a surplus of £20,629. Taking interest and depreciation into account, the year resulted in a 
profit of £296. 


The most satisfactory feature about the year’s operations is the fact that the cost per dozen of 
production has been materially reduced, and this indicates that canning can be successfully carried on at 
Leeton as a payable proposition. . 

It is disappointing to have to record that a strike took place during the period of operations, the 
female employees demanding that the piecework rates paid to them be increased. The services of the 
Department of Labour and Industry were invoked to arbitrate, with the result that the girls were granted 
one-half of what they demanded. The 
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The quality of the pack has been favourably commented upon both at home and abroad, and apart 
from the care which is taken in the factory itself, it is felt that the proximity of the factory to the orchards 
is a contributing factor towards securing these encomiums. 


The Commonwealth Fruit Pool limited the quantity of freestones that would be accepted, and the 
settlers accordingly arranged with the Commission for the canning of about 200 tons of this variety, on the 
understanding that they would take the risk of sales. Unfortunately from the growers’ point of view, the 
Commonwealth Fruit Pool made a large reduction in the prices for the manufactured article, and if these 
prices had been accepted by the growers it would have meant their receiving a very small return for their 
products. In the circumstances it is likely that the Commission will favourably consider the reduction of 
its price for canning, in order to allow the settlers to net £5 per ton for Elbertas. 


(ii) Butter Factory, Leeton.—As pointed out in the last Annual Report, the butter and bacon factories 
in conjunction with the abattoirs have been handed over to a co-operative society, viz., the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Dairy Farmers’ Co-operative Society, Limited, and the Commission has had no responsibility in 
their management during the past two years. For general information, however, it is desirable to give 
some details of results, and it is felt the Commission cannot do better than submit the following, which 
largely consists of extracts from the annual report of the Society’s Directors :— 


The output of butter since the butter factory commenced operations in 1913-14 is summarised in 
the following table :— 


Production of pa verege Average Numb Produgtion per Value per Co 
Year. Butter. Value of Output. paid Sappliers, fase ey pet Montbiyetal 
lb. 5 8. a: ib. £s. d 
1913-14 153,488 7,712 11 I1 9:7 632 20-1 0 6 3 
1914-15 184,681 10,257 6 1 10:9 804 19-1 0. 197 
1915-16 175,487 11,381 5 5 13-5 631 22-6 1 95556 
1916-17 310,186 21,0382 3 0 14-2 1,001 | 25:8 1 ise 
1917-18 449,938 31,372 6 1 14:1 1,347 27:8 1 Za 
1918-19 502,781 40,208 15 2 16-0 1,676 25:0 133 
1919-20 349,137 32,084 0 0 16:7 1,544 18-8 1 yas 
1920-21 432,721 50,143 9 9 23:8 1,606 22-4. 24 7 
1921-22 811,821 55,217 16 7 16°3 2,424 279 1 27a 
1922-23 946,470 | 74,852 0 0 18-2 3,105 25°3 1 1838 


(iii) Bacon Factory and Abattoirs.—The turnover of the bacon factory and abattoirs for the twelve 
months as set out in the Society’s annual report was— 


£ rel 
Bacon Factory... he Sy a ee ... 245750 39 0 
Abattoir earnings, &. ... ae ce ae was a 160 O_o 


Smallgoods and butchering ay ee fs a. 26,159 216 wea 


£25,676 14 5 


and the following summary shows the cost of curing bacon during the past two years :— 


: . Interest, 
Cost of Pigs t C d Cost of Sagar’ 
Ooi iany 7 Rindtia on Cua Handling and Depreaiwaop , Hg eee 
on Pork Weight. Weight. . Curing. iat inlet Cured Bacon. 
per lb. per lb. per lb. per lb. per lb. 
Half-year to 31st December, 1921 7'20d. 10°82d. 2°88d. 325d, 16°95d. 
A 30th June, 1922 ... 6'20d. $°32d. 2°86d. 2°86d. 15:04d. 
3 31st December, 1922 7°24d. 10°87d. 2°41d. 2°31d. 15:59d. 
> 30th June, 1923... 655d. 9:98d. 197d. 168d. 13°63d. 


In connection with the abattoirs, the killings for the twelve months show how extensive the meat 
trade of the Areas is becoming— 


Cattle se rr me Eg bof 7 ee w 1,798 
Sheep yy ua se Ai4 rae ‘a m6 je 4 B2QT6 
Pigs a i a i 5 #8 Ri sii ry eee si 


In accordance with its policy of assisting settlers as much as possible, where they are able to combine 
co-operatively, the Commission has entered into an agreement with the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Dairy 
Farmers’ Co-operative Society, Limited, to lease to it for a period of years certain agistment paddocks, 
which are run by the society co-operatively for the benefit of settlers. In reference to this portion of the 
society's activities the Directors state that the profit arising therefrom during the half-year ended 30th 
June last was £497 5s. 1d. 


Taking the operations of the society as a whole, the balance-sheet shows that there was a small 
apparent loss of £433 15s. 3d. on the bacon factory and a further small loss of £389 7s. 11d. on the small- 
goods and butchering business, due (as the directors point out) to the high prices paid for shareholders’ 
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stock, but these were more than balanced by the profits made on the butter factory, the abattoirs, and the 
agistment. The directors summarise the position as follows :— 


After providing for the usual depreciation on buildings ard plant, &c., the interest on eal: ake 
capital outlay, and reserving an amount for income taxes, which may be payable 
on profits, &c., the General Profit and Loss Account for the six months (ended 
30th June, 1923) shows a surplus of. ... ie wwe Le Oe i. Le 500 16 4 
Add surplus at 31st December, 1922 rs Fi a ee tae 1,285 7 1 
Amount at credit of Profit and Loss Account, 30th June, 1923 ... oy ae Aw £1,586 || aig 
From this surplus your Directors recommend the payment of a dividend to share- 
holders of 7 per cent. of the paid-up capital, which willabsorb —... a fe 109 9 10 


Leaving an amount to be carried forward on Profit and Los: Accouat of hie ee eM ae Soe) 


(6) UNDERTAKINGS FOR THE PROVISION OF Municipal AND Pusriic Utiritirs. 


The following are the most important of the activities under this heading :— 
(i) Domestic water supplies. 
(ii) Electric supplies. 
(iii) Accommodation houses. 
(iv) Health and sanitation. 


(1) Domestic Water Supplies.—Until such time as the respective populations of the towns on the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas further increase, it will not be possible for the domestic water supply 
services to be made paying concerns, as it would be unduly taxing present occupiers to fix a rate which 
would pay working expenses, interest and depreciation. 


Efforts, however, have been made to improve the position by fixing what are considered to be fair 
charges by way of rating, and for the actual use of water. Such a system is followed in other towns of the 
State. 

A departure has been made from the system of rating on the capital value. While this was similar 
to the method adopted elsewhere, it was found in practice to create anomalies, and it was decided to fix a 
flat rate per block, the amount varying as between residential and business sites. 


The following are the flat rates in each of the centres :— 
SS a A REIS SS a A SSP SS RPS SAT SS 


Place. Rate for Business Sites. Rate for Residential Sites. 
£ ee d Ae, 
a SCAR Or aeaemie lod con a BORE CAC TITUS EAE ARE 4 0 0 2 
(Cialis ty Week sab batnees aaa enae Aare ee 3 10 0 2 
Via LC Olen eae eevee cae atin soenin Seceted See 0 2 
SAGAS Hip.r ROR eS eee | S10 0 2 


The charge for water is ls. 9d. per thousand gallons, but credit is given for the amount represented 
i 5 ro) ) fees) 
by the fiat rate. 


For the twelve months covered by this report the domestic water supply services at Leeton and 
Yanco combined show an improvement over the previous period by a reduction in the loss to the extent 
of £218. 

The actual loss for the period was £1,282, after allowing £2,038 for interest and £1,277 for deprecia- 
tion. ‘There was a surplus of £2,933 over working expenses for the period towards the interest and dep-ccia- 
tion charge. 

A slight improvement can also be reported in the Yenda water supply service, the loss for the period 
being reduced to £492, from £571. It will be some considerable time before this small township supply 
will be on a paying basis. 


Owing to a very large increase in the capital expenditure, and a consequent additional payment for 
interest, the nett loss on the Griffith supply was greater than for the previous period, to the extent of £233. 
There was a surplus over working expenses of approximately £160, but the interest increased, for the 
reasons given, from £275 to £234. An improvement in this account can be expected only with gradual 
expansion of tne population of the district. 


(ii) Electric Supplies.—Very considerable improvement in the financial position of this departmert 
took place during the period. The nett loss for the combined amount of the Yanco and Mirrool Irrigation 
Areas was reduced from £2,595 to £848, an improvement of £1,747. The surplus of revenue over expenses 
was £6,128, but the interest and depreciation charges amounted to £6,976. 


The output of the Yanco Station has increased from 814,055 units last year to 1,348,805 units this 
year, with a corresponding increased efficiency in coal consumption per unit from 5-3 lb. per unit to 4-7 Ib. 
per unit, with gradually improving conditions as the load grows, and as matters now stand, considering the 
particular type of loading, the figures are very satisfactory. In every detail throughout the year a pleasing 
improvement has been effected, with the one exception of loss percentage in distribution, which rose from 
27:5 per cent. to about 33 per cent. This was quite unavoidable, as the complete plant for the high voltage 
transmission to Griffith is not yet to hand, and it has been necessary to carry on at a comparatively low 
voltage in the meantime. 

During the past year £26,517 has been spent on electrical construction work on the Yanco aid 
Mirrool Areas, almost entirely on transmission lines and sub-station plant. The largest work was the 
- Leeton-Griffith transmission line, which linked the two areas between a point on the Hay Branch Canal, 
opposite Farm 319 and the Yenda-road at Yoogali. This line is built to carry 33,000 volts finally, but it 
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is anticipated that owing to the rapid growth of load it will be necessary to raise the voltage to that pressure 
during the coming year, and arrangements are being made accordingly. There are still seven miles of this 
line to build between Yanco Power Station and Griffith township. This portion was omitted in the main 
contract owing to the scarcity of funds, but will be completed later. 


Approximately, 5} miles of line were built to Stoney Point, and approximately 9 miles to Stanbridge, 
as well as about 4 miles of mains on Merungle Hill Soldiers’ Settlement, and a few miles of small extensions 
to existing mains. Ten miles of new mains were built at Griffith, including a line to supply Hanwood, 
additions to town mains, and the commencement of trunk mains for supply to the Yoogali District. About 
£2,900 was spent on electric services at Yanco and Griilith during the year, such work being to connect up 
new customers to existing mains or mains under construction. 


Several new transformer stations were installed, among them being Griffith, Stoney Point, Wamoon, 
Yoogali, and Penfold’s Winery. Sundry additions and adjustments to existing stations to cope with the 
gradually increasing demand were also carried out. 


& 

The line which has been built to Stanbridge will deliver current to a point about three miles from 
Whitton, and a special rate has been offered to that township by which it may take current from the 
Commission in bulk with mutual benefit. The Commission hopes that this matter will be finalised within 
the next twelve months. 


This year completes the tenth year of the electrical undertaking. During this time approximately 
£100,000 capital cost has been involved. Approximately £10,000 has been spent on the power-house 
building, £22,000 on power-house plant, and the balance on transmission lines and gear. This includes 
Yanco and Griffith Settlements. There are now some 159 miles of transmission lines erected with twenty 
transformer stations. So far the practice has been to extend the electric mains only to these districts 
where the settlement was suificient to offer a return which would cover interest and maintenance of lines 
with a small profit; although in some special cases lines have been built where that revenue might not be 
returnable in the immediate future, but where future loads could safely be reckoned on. Approximately 
1,000 customers have been connected to the supply, and several hundreds on the Griffith Settlement are 
at present waiting for the electricity, and a large majority of these applicants can reasonably expect to be 
supplied as early as possible, since the prospects of large revenue per cent. of capital cost are good. 


The conditions each year have been improving, and considering the fact that in all electrical under- 
takings of this kind it is quite hopeless to expect a profit until the main trunks have been installed some 
time, it can safely be said that the electrical undertaking of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas has passed 
the critical stage, is now established on a sound footing, and must from now on return a profit each year, 
since the amount of capital necessary to secure additional custom is comparatively smaller than it has 
been in the past. 


The prices charged for current on the areas compare more than favourably with those of any other 
rural supply scheme of its kind in existence, in fact compare more than favourably with the usual rates in 
existence in our own continent, when the isolated position of the system, is taken into consideration. 


(iii) Accommodation Houses.—The Commission has on the irrigation areas two accommodation 
houses—one at Leeton, known as ‘“‘ The Hydro,” and the other at Griffith, known as “ Mirrool House.” 
Following the policy on the areas generally, no licenses for the sale of liquor are held in connection with 
these houses, and it is not found possible to make them paying concerns. The whole question of licenses 
is having the consideration of the Government, and the future control of these institutions will possibly 
be effected by the decision arrived at in that connection. 


An improvement was shown in the year’s trading of “ The Hydro,” there being a surplus of £548 
over working expenses towards the interest and depreciation charge of £2,256, the net loss being £1,708 as 
against £2,245 for the previous period. The revenue increased from £5,385 to £6,068, this having a bearing 
on the result indicated. 


Owing partly to a falling off in revenue from £11,865 to £10,146, a difference of £1,719, and partly 
to a period of unsuccessful management, a nett loss at “ Mirrool House ” increased from £2,064 to £4,470. 
Included in this loss is the writing off of £1,326 on equipment, which represents an over-valuation for the 
previous period. Considerable savings have been effected and new methods of accounting adopted on 
the advice of the Auditor-General, and a distinct improvement will be apparent in future trading results. 


The Commission is not anxious to continue the management of these concerns, but it must retain 
them until such time as a decision is arrived at in connection with the liquor question on the areas generally. 


(iv) Health and Sanitation.—Pending the provisions of Local Government control on the irrigation 
areas, the responsibility for the health and sanitary arrangements rests with the Commission. There is 
a fully qualified sanitary inspector on the Yanco Irrigation Area at Leeton, and another on the Mirrool 
Irrigation Area at Griffith, and the following summarises the work in those two districts :— 


Yaneo.—The townsbip’s sanitary and garbage service resulted in a profit of £155, as against a loss 
of £62 for the previous period. 


Dairy Inspection.—On the Yanco and Gogeldrie areas 167 registered dairies have been working 
during the current year. A few dairymen have for various reasons gone out of business, but the total 
number of dairies now established exceeds that of any previous years. Although the season has been very 
unfavourable for the dairying industry, a fair number of local dairymen have maintained a good average 
output of high grade cream throughout the year. Many soldier settlers are now engaged in the industry, 
being well equipped with the necessary buildings and plant, and are building up herds of useful dairy 
stock. 

Periodical inspections of registered dairies and stock have been made during the year. The premises 


generally were found to be kept in good order and the stock with few exceptions free from disease. 
Public 
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Public Health.—For the past year the numbers of notifiable cases of infectious diseases as reported 
by the local medical men were as follow :—Diphtheria 45, meningitis 1, scarlet fever 1, typhoid fever 3. 
The diphtheria cases are above the usual average—a mild epidemic being prevalent during portion of the 
summer months. These cases were mostly confined to children who generally received treatment at the 
local hospital. Typhoid cases fortunately were not numerous, those which did occur were probably 
introduced from outside sources. From investigations made it seems probable that a number of notifiable 
cases of infectious diseases have not been reported. The usual action as required by the Public Health 
Act and Regulations regarding inspection of premises, disinfection, service of notices, &c., has been taken 
in connection with the abovementioned reported cases. 


Pure Food Act and Regulations.—Traders’ premises coming under the scope of the Act have becn 
regularly inspected, and the conditions of these places were generally found to reasonably comply with tle 
requirements, Samples of milk and other foods have frequently been forwarded for analysis. A number 
of prosecutions have been carried out during the year for various breaches of the above Regulations. 


Meat Regulations—A comprehensive set of meat regulations is now in operation on the area. 
These regulations provide for the licensing of slaughtering houses, inspection of meat, supervising the 
Introduction of meat, &c. During the year as much time as possible has been given to this work. 


For the past twelve months 14,435 animals, comprising 1,798 cattle, 8,276 sheep, and 4,361 rigs, 
were slaughtered for food at the Yanco Abattoirs. In conncction with the above inspection fees 
amounting to £76 2s. 3d. have been collected. 


Sanitary Regulations.—These regulations are similar in many respects, and haye the same objective 
as the standard municipal ordinances. During the year numerous notices under the provisions of these 
regulations have been served, and where the facts merited such action legal proceedings have followed for 
non-compliance with the requirements of such notices or other contraventions of these regulations. 


Mirrool.—At Griffith the loss of £543 on the township's sanitary and garbage service for the previous 
period was changed to a small profit of £99—a total inrprovement of £642. The revenue increased by 
£405 to £1,597, whereas it was possible at the same time to show a return in wages, horse feed, and general 
expenses for the period. 


At the small township of Yenda, where the population is as yet sparse, there was a loss for the year 
of £245. During the previous period, when the loss was £89, the operations were carried on only for a 
portion of the twelve months. In a small centre such as this is, it is very difficult to make the sanitary 
service pay from the outset, whereas a loss on garbage removal is nearly always incurred in any country 
district. The continuation of the services is justified in the interests of the health of the community. 
As the population grows this trading account will improve. 


Public Health.—Three cases of diphtheria were the only cases of infectious disease reported during 
the year. During the whole period under review the infectious disease rate has been uniformly very low, 
despite a constantly changing population following construction work, and the facts that somewhat 
primitive living conditions existed in many cases for part of the time, and latterly a large influx of new settlers 
occurred on areas made available for returned soldiers. Last years rate, which, on a moderate estimate, 
works out at 9:3 per cent. of the population, is very gratifying, being one, if not the lowest infectious disease 
rates in the State. 


Dairy Inspection.—The number of registered dairies have steadily increased from 17 to the present 
total of 65, and the number of cows milked from 278 to 1,300. The standard of the dairy premises and 
plant is, on the whole, good, while the stock have, with isolated exceptions, been free from disease. 
Insufficiency of area was a grievance amongst dairymen at one time, the low prices ruling for their produce 
was a set back for a time, while a serious drawback to many of the newer men was their ignorance of the 
methods best calculated to obtain success. The first objection has been removed, reasonable prices are 
now obtainable for milk and cream, and as the services of an expert are now available the quantity of the 
product should, in many cases, improve with a correspondingly better return. 


Cattle Slaughtering.—In 1917 the control of cattle slaughtering was vested in the police, but under 
the powers conferred by an Amending Irrigation Act, this duty devolved upon the Commission. A 
comprehensive set of regulations was then drawn up providing for the complete control of all meat 
introduced into or slaughtered within the areas, and these regulations have proved quite satisfactory in 
operation. The system of ante and post mortem inspection now in force resulted in only one tubercular 
bullock and three pigs similarly affected being killed on licensed premises during the year. Up-to-date 
slaughtering houses have been erected on suitable sites, and the killing, inspection, and storage of meat 
is now carried out under good conditions. In 1917 the number of cattle slaughtered was 260, sheep 1,560, 
pigs 100, from which no revenue was received, while under the new conditions last year 1,700 cattle, 6,400 
sheep, and 360 pigs were slaughtered, producing a revenue in fees of £370 16s. One breach of the meat 
regulations occurred, the defendant being charged with selling meat not killed on licensed premises, the 
fine and costs amounting to £2 8s. 


Pure Food Act, 1908.—Inspection has from time to time been made of premises coming under the 
scope of the Act, and the conditions of these now complies very reasonably with requirements. Samples 
of milk were taken from dairymen and milk vendors from time to time, four convictions resulting, the 
fines and costs imposed totalling £16 8s. 


House Inspection.—With the establishment of the town of Griffith on its permanent site, and the 
erection of modern business premises and dwellings, conditions generally show a great improvement in 
this respect over the nondescript structures of the temporary site. The conditions prevailing at the latter 
place entailed much work and responsibility to ensure a measure of safety to public health, and the decision 
to remove from the old site was timely and well advised, Most of the buildings now erected or in course 


of 


1063 


1064 


20 


of erection are hygienic and adapted for the climate, the exceptions being those of a temporary nature, 
mostly situated on workmen’s blocks, where lack of funds is responsible for the delay in most cases In 
erecting permanent and approved structures. The inspections made during the year totalled 300, records 
of which are kept and suitable action taken as occasion arises to deal with places needing attention. 
Three prosecutions were instituted under the regulations for keeping unclean premises, the penalties 
inflicted being £10 13s. 


Traffic Reguations.—Co-operating with the Police Department, prosecutions for offences against 
the Commission’s traffic regulations are undertaken by the Department, and under this arrangement five 
cases occurred, incurring penaltics totalling £13 4s. 


Vehicular Inspection.—Consequent on the general increase in business with the growth of the settle- 
ment, the number of licensed vehicles and drivers last year was thirty-one as against two of each in 1917, 
The regulations governing these vehicles have been brought up to date and now provide for the licensing 
of goods as well as passenger vehicles, resulting in a revenue last year of £62 10s., as against £4 10s, 
the previous year. 


(c) BUSINESSES FOR THE SUPPLY OF Stores, ImpLemMENTS, NuRSERY STOCKS, ETC. 


(i) Stores. 
(ii) Nurseries, Leeton and Griffith. 


supplying stores to settlers. It was at first thought desirable to go entirely out of this business, leaving 
it to private enterprise to carry on, but in practice this system did not prove entirely satisfactory. For the 
reasons given in this report, therefore, it will be necessary to use the stores re-organisation to a considerable 
extent for some time to come. 

In addition to the stores required by settlers, these institutions are necessary for the ordering and 
assembling of materials, implements, &e., for the construction work of the Commission. 


At the end of the financial year under review, £31,640 worth of stocks was held at Yanco store, as 
compared with £51,416‘at the end of the previous period. The purchases during the year amounted to 
£28,328, and the nett profit on the turnover was £156. The sales for the period amounted to £34,609. 


At Griffith the sales amounted to £76,919, and the stock on hand at the end of the period to £45,717. 


A credit balance of £1,182 has been carried down as a reserve against future losses through fluctuation. 
The year’s trading resulted in a loss of £115. 


(ii) Nurseries (Leeton and Griffith).—It has been the policy of the Commission since the inception 
of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Scheme to propagate and sell to settlers on the Irrigation Areas nursery stock 
for their plantings, and it is generally admitted that excellent work has been carried out not only in this 
direction, but in connection with the establishment of new varieties of fruit trees suitable to local conditions. 
Until the end of the financial year under review there were two nurseries, one at Leeton and the other at 
Griffith. It has now been decided to concentrate in future at Griffith, where the larger amount ot 
increased settlement will take place. The trading results of both places are kept separate. 


1. Storcs.—In another portion of this report reference is made to a modification in the system of 


Grifith Nursery—At Griffith the year ended in a profit of £756. This is not a large profit on the 
turnover, and it would have been greater but for the fact that largely owing to the depreciation in the 
canning industry a large number of trees which were available for sale were not purchased, and had to be 
destroyed. There were heavy losses also on account of a heat wave experienced just after planting last 
year. These circumstances had the effect of decreasing the value of the stock, as at the end of the financial 
year. 

During the year under review the deliveries of fruit-trees, vines, and wind-break trees, has been the 
largest since this nursery was established in 1916, the value of the stock sold being just on £20,000. 

The bookings for nursery stock for the present season’s planting is again very heavy. They will 
probably reach the figures of last year. “ Sultana ”’ vines and citrus trees are the main lines being planted. 
Apricots are also being planted in large numbers. 


Figs are in demand for the present season’s planting. This is, no doubt, due to the fact that some 
settlers who have figs in bearing have been doing well with them. 


Almonds are another line which is in demand. They, too, have been profitable to those growers 
who have given their trecs any attention. 


The most notable feature of last season’s plantings is that there was a greater acreage of “ Washington 
Navels ” planted out on this part of the areas than all previous plantings together. Up to and including 
1921 there had been planted 655} acres of “ Washington Navels ”; last year, 1922, there were trees 
delivered to plant 6644 acres of this variety, bringing the total plantings to date up to 1,320 acres. 


Since 1917, there has been delivered from this nursery £48,398 worth of nursery stock. The followin 
are the totals of the different classes of fruit-trees planted since 1916 on the Mirrool Area :— 


Acres. ; Acres. 
Almonds We an oe, ee cad. Vouk 45 Mandarins ne ey as ae 68 
Apples ae ah <o ae s.. 220 Oranges ... ne aa dN Pee bet 
Apricots ae Ake ae ie Re LDS Peaches ... a3 Aa As 3 ve go 
Figs vee eee oe on i aa Ly Pears ee. oe pas os ae ee 
Grape fruit ace oe ee AV) eee .. 8 Piniise re ro be 8L 
Grape vines ... aes F< wae vee 0,002 Prunes... a ies ie 983 
Lemons a5 AY ire ras fa) DT “ 
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__ _Lecton Nursery. —At Leeton a loss of £2,896 is shown, but in view of the special circumstances that 
existed, due to the contemplated closing of this nursery, this hardly represents the true position. 


As a result of the proposed closing, very little new stock was raised, consequently a marked shrinkage 
in value of stocks held, compared with that of the previous season, was shown at June 30th. Approximately 
50 per cent. of stock on hand in a normal season is only half grown at the time of stocktaking, and, therefore, 
cannot be sold until the following year. It takes at least two years to grow a tree, consequently the value 
of stock on hand appears high compared with actual sales for each season. In view of the possibility cf 
a number of trees having to be destroyed, stock in these sorts had been taken on a most conservative basis. 
The practice with most nurseries is to close their financial year at 30th September. Under ordinary con- 
ditions the closing of the year at 30th June has not made such a palpable difference in the balance, but the 
circumstances arising from the anticipated policy of closing has done so to a considerable degree this year. 


Bookings for the ensuing planting in sultanas and O’Hanez grapes, citrus, apricot, almond, and apple 
trees have been very heavy. A steady demand has been made for pears, prunes, canning peaches, and 
miscellaneous table grape varieties. The value of turnover last year was roughly £5,000. It is expected 
this season’s sales will be about the same. 


In anticipation of keen demand for sultanas and O’Hanez grapes for 1923 planting, heavy supplies 
of cuttings were planted last spring. The “ take” appeared to be an excellent one, but the phenomenal 
heat wave experienced during October, when the daily temperature for over a week averaged more than 
100 degrees, burnt off the young growth. The roots were not sufficiently developed at that carly period 
to enable the vines to resist the burning effects of the sun. Instead of securing well over 90 per cent. strike, 
as early indications promised, only about one-third of the cuttings planted carried through. This hes 
ieee in having to purchase sultanas in large quantities from South Australia and Mildura to fill our 
orders. 


Lanp ADMINISTRATION. 


During the financial year ending 30th June, 1923, 283 irrigation farms were granted to settlers, 
representing 11,368 acres 3 roods 29} perches. 


Up to the 30th June, 1923, the total of 2064 farms was held, the acreage being 119,610 acres 0 roods 
0 perches, and the allotted water rights 69,648? acre-feet. 


The total annual rentals of farms granted at the 30th June, 1923, amounted to £60,900 13s. 
Statistics regarding township blocks to the 30th June; 1923, are as follows :— 


i ah A a Se AR an A ce BER SB ER IS Rt Ai i RS a 


Township. No. of Blocks Held. Annual Rentals. 
a at 

Reetommmeccncek erative seca. 359 3,480) 17 “6 
MAIC ON ddanece see ceosis «ie 30 isis Sy ® 
PULL eae aces semiser see sails 367 2,540 0 O 
VATU aM asterarcetacareleiae oie eleeiesice 13 ante 6h W 
am WOOG asscsteacccsis secs 8 ts} 18) 0) 
Bil opr ties cesiat sles dectetee 3 19 0 0 
Beelbangera ..........0000 8 61 10 0 
NSE NG Cooccdtooneneuuaoas 1 TORO. 


SE SS ST A 


Water DISTRIBUTION AND MAINTENANCE. 


The winter and spring of 1922 were comparatively dry, and the first deliveries of water to farms 
were given about the middle of September, continuing through the season until the end of May, 1922. 


With dry conditions prevailing throughout practically the whole of the irrigation season, the demand 
for water was comparatively heavy, and a large number of farms early exhausted their water right, with the 
result that applications for additional water were fairly general. 


On the Yanco Area 427 farms applied for additional water out of a total of 814 farms supplied, and 
16,424 acre-feet of additional water were supplied. On the Mirrool Area 699 farms applied for additional 
water out of a total of 1,007 farms supplied, and 22,115 acre-feet of additional water were supplied. 


Lateral System.—The average maintenance cost per mile for laterals on the Yanco Area during the 
past season was £12 8s. 10d., the Mirrool Area £8 10s. Od.; the total mileage of laterals on the Yanco Area 
being 241 and on the Mirrool Area 2615. 


Drainage System.—There are 257 miles of drainage channel on the Yanco Area and 330 miles on the 
Mirrool Area, and the average cost per mile for maintenance during the past year for Yanco was £8 3s. 9d. 
and Mirrool £5 3s. 7d. 


In order to avoid duplication of supervision services the Water Distribution and Maintenance Branch 
carried out a considerable < mount of new work during the period for the Construction Branch. 


Since December, for Water Distribution and Maintenance purposes, the Mirrool and Yanco Areas 
have been under separate control. - 
or 
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‘For particulars of crops watered, &c., see Appendix C; Meteorological data is given in Appendix D. 
The following comparative statement under heading of expenditure under this Branch is of interest :— 


Cost of Distribution of Water. 


ay Cost pe : Cost Fb Cost per 
a aan Kete-look. wr eee Aero toot: 1922-25 Acre-foot. 
a Be ds B. al. pa a Bogs co gtd.) ee ee 

Beremi bea, Weil ctensesse een caeeeee tees nee 940 12 4 0 8-16 566 0 4 0 2-93 598 0 0 1-4 
Channel maintenance .................065 5,797 18 1 4 2-32) 5,466 15 0 2 4:27| 533826 0 0) 1 05 
Drainage maintenance ...............eeeee 4,901 15 6 3 6:54| 4,133 4 9 1 9-38] 3,813 0 0 8°9 
Main canal maintenance .............e eee 4,064 6 4 2 11-28 2;923 6 2 1 3-11). 3:870 0 0 . 91 
Water distri bution <2. .c..ctepescsseres-e cere 12,601 13 11 9 1:38) 13,098 14 0 5 7-74] 16,985 0 0 | 3 4 

£28,306 6 2] 20 5-68 | £26,187 19 3] 11 3-34] 30,591 0 O | 6 O 


cS ee 


Acre-feet. Cost of Supplying Water. 
1921-22. 1922-23. 1921-22. 1922-23. 
Eat He <a 
Yanco ... 28,395 46,579 12,055 O 0 14,158 0 O 
Mirrool ... 23,012 55,171 9,382 0 0 12,022 0 0 


46,407 101,750 £21,437 0 0 £26,180 0 0 
Appended are additional statistics in connection with Water Distribution and Maintenance. 


Houses and Properties. 

After allowing £3,732 for interest and £3,263 for depreciation, the loss for the period in connection 
with the properties on the Yanco Irrigation Area amounted to £3,126, as against £3,540 for the previous 
year. 

: On the Mirrool Area, after allowing £1,511 for depreciation and £1,345 for interest, the loss of £1,842 
was incurred. This loss was greater than in the previous year to the extent of £460, due to the fact that 
fairly heavy expenditure was incurred in painting and repairs. 

It will be noted that the interest and depreciation charges in each case are, taken together, very 
much greater than the loss incurred. The depreciation may be somewhat heavier than is necessary, but 
it is considered safe to be on the conservative side in this respect. 

All necessary repairs have been carried out to the buildings, care being taken to keep the costs as 
low as possible. The dwellings have all been painted outside, with the exception of fourteen of the old 
cottages at Leeton, which will be completed at an early date. 

The following gives a list of the properties to which this part of the report refers :— 


Dwellings— 
Officers’ houses... er bis Yanco sa: erm 
rr BHP ces Eo Leeton see me 40 
Fe she in 29 Mirrool Fe et ea 
Water bailiffs sat = vats 33 ae case ke 
3 ee i Yanco — oo ea 
Accommodation Houses— 
Yanco oes aah oe ne nis on i aie 3 
Mirrool mi Ne ee ae ee aoe ee ane 1 
Hospital— 
Griffith Por 7 ves eae 3fs ee 44 re 1 
Police Stations— 
Yanco See a aR er te Ws ane sce 2 
Post Office— 
Yanco ake ana at Hs ae 8 atic ee 1 
Fire Station— 
Yanco Ay ee ui ete ie oa bas 1 


Fumigating Sheds— 
Yanco Siding Ary i sa a es ste ae i 
Griffith Siding... ti ie, ae ay 2a rc 1 
Power House— 
Yanco 
Griffith $45 123 
Stables and Garages— 
Yanco sid ids ids aid sai a: x. anh 4 
Griffith ade aad 2 
Dry Area Buildings— 
Yanco and Griffith Ase 24 a ins m: ae RS 
Public Halls— 
Yanco it; ie sis ae bie ies $3 ee 1 
Griffith ids 1it sia 544 zal ase oak as 1 
Factories— 
Yanco ae ae ei ae es ee Ne ae 1 
Office Buildings— 
Yanco 
Griffith 
Store Buildings— 
Yanco oS vide oe ae or ae : ed 
Mirrool ee os a oe is as a rae ae. 


— 
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Dry Area RENTALS AND AGISTMENT. 


Apart from the irrigation farms the Commission has considerable areas which are either non-irrigable 
or are not at present developed for irrigation farms. These are leased on the best possible terms by the 
Commission to settlers and other people outside the Irrigation Areas. 


For the year under review the rental charges amounted to £10,315, as against £7,614 for the previous 
year, and the net profit was £4,104 as against £1,543 for 1921-22. 


; Heavy expenditure was incurred in rabbit destruction, the amount being £3,826 as against £3,368 
in the previous twelve months. 


CuRLWAA IRRIGATION AREA. 


The Curlwaa Irrigation Area comprises 10,600 acres, situated on the Murray River below Mildura 
and adjacent to the town of Wentworth, close to the junction of the Darling River. 

The control of the area, which was constituted under the Wentworth Irrigation Act of 1890, was, 
pursuant to the provisions of the Irrigation Act, 1912, taken over from the Department of Agriculture, 
on Ist July, 1918. The irrigated portion of the area is devoted to the growth of fruit. 

At the 30th June, 1914, there were 1,377 acres of land held under irrigation lease from which the 
production of dried fruit during 1913-14 amounted to about 256 tons, in addition to citrus and other fresh 
fruit. The revenue for 1912-13 amounted to £1,201 12s. ” 

At 30th June, 1923, there were 1,945 acres held by 123 settlers in 146 irrigated holdings, with a 
leasehold tenure of thirty (30) years, at rentals of from 1s. to 10s. per acre per annum for the most part, 
and up to 35s. per acre in some blocks set apart during recent years. Of the balance, 7,586 acres were 
leased as non-irrigated holdings for short terms, in the majority of cases up to five years, with rentals of 
from 7d. to 5s. per acre. 

Water is pumped from the Murray River by a suction-gas plant in 3 units, with a total capacity 
of 12,500 gallons per minute and a lift of about 36 feet, and is supplied to the lessees at a flat rate of 20s. 
peracre perannum. ‘There is also a general rate of 14s. per acre per annum upon the portion of the irrigated 
area in productive bearing. 

The revenue from 1922-23 was £2,932 4s. 2d. 

In September, 1921, twenty-two irrigable blocks, comprising an area of 450 acres of rich, silty soil, 
were set apart in a section which had previously been leased as non-irrigated land. One half of these blocks 
were set apart exclusively for returned soldiers, and one half for civilian settlers. With one exception 
these blocks are now occupied, and much of their area has been cleared, fenced, and planted. 


A further section of 525 acres comprising 395 acres of irrigable land, has been excised from portion 
of the area previously held under dry lease, and a contract is in progress for the construction of the channels 
required to deliver water to twenty-three blocks, which will be set apart during next financial year. 

There are now thirty-three returned soldier lessees on the Curlwaa area, who are making satisfactory 
progress, and in some instances already obtaining returns from their blocks. 


The average rainfall is about 12 inches per annum. The past season has been a very dry one. The 
rainfall for the year was 9} inches, but of this 5 inches fell in May and June, after the close of the irrigating 
season. During the previous ten months only 44 inches fell, the greatest fall at any one time being 46 
points. While this was very unsatisfactory from the grazing and farming standpoint, the dry weather 
was of great advantage to fruit-growers, whose drying operations proceeded without interruption. 

Statistics are being prepared which will, it is anticipated, show an advance of at least 30 per cent. 
over the previous season, when the returns from the area showed the following results :—- 


Returns for 1921-22. 
Value of Production. 


£ 
Dried fruit of all kinds ute rv: Ae fers ae Se — ae. 35,075 
Fresh fruit of all kinds eae = ihe ote oe ee a ae 11,840 
Crops, livestock, honey, home consumption ioe a aoe a eee 5,281 
‘otal ae ae we am CS eee Wye D2, 596 


1,020 acres. 


Area planted ... 
Area in bearing ~~... rr 8 ae ae a Br oes S099) Fs. 


The Murray River during the latter part of the season was abnormally low, but, thanks, to the supply 
sent down from Burrinjuck Dam, an adequate supply of water was maintained. 

The quantity of water pumped is estimated at about 245,000,000 cubic feet, or 5,624 acre-feet, the 
average area watered during six (6) irrigations being 1,337 acres. This volume is measured at the Pumping 
Station and losses in channels must be deducted, but as the concrete lining of the channels is being extended 
every year, after the close of the irrigation season, the losses are diminishing. When this season's lining 
programme has been completed, less than one mile of the Main Channel will remain to be lined, and it 1s 
hoped that this will be undertaken next year. 

The construction of levees for the protection of the area against high floods is practically complete. 
The toads have been extended and maintained in as good condition as possible in the absence of suitable 
stone for metalling. 

Financial assistance has been rendered in some instances to settlers, by whom the charges for 
interest, and for rent, water and general rates, have been met in a satisfactory manner. ade 
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When the area came under the control of the Commission it was emerging from the difficult stages 
of its carly development, thanks in great part to the efforts of the late Mr. W. Sage and other pioncer 
settlers. 

t may be noted that while the greater proportion of the irrigable land is a deep silty soil of excellen’ 
quality, there are other portions of the area of a more compact and less tractable nature. A great improve- 
ment in the tilth of these soils has been obtained by the application of gypsum, which is available some 
miles distant, and is carted in during the slack season. 


During the past ten years the progress of Curlwaa has been rapid and upon substantial lines, anl 
the settlement is now « prosperous one, yielding substantia! returns. 


Hay Irrigation AREA. 
The Hay Irrigation Area was constituted under the Hay Irrigation Act passed in 1892. 


In the early stages the administration of the Area was controlled by the Hay Irrigation Trust 
which was dissolved on 30th June, 1912. From Ist July, 1912, the area was controlled by the 
Department of Agriculture, and on Ist July, 1913, the control was, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Irrigation Act, 1912, vested in the Commissioner for Water Conservation and Irrigation. 

On the 30th June, 1914, the Hay Inigation Area comprised 3,842 acres, of which 940 acres were 
he'd under Irrigation Lease. The revenue for 1918-14 was £1,801 4s. 5d. 


At 30th June, 1923, the area comprised 4,500 acres, of which 1,035 acres were held by sixty-five 
settlers in 108 irrigation blocks, ranging inarea frcm 3 to 34 acres, with a leasehold tenure of thirty years, 
and rentals of from 5/- to 12/- per acre. In addition an area of 2,698 acres was leased as forty-eight 
non-irrigated blocks for short terms up to five years, with rentals of from 1/- to 10/- per acre. 


Water is lifted from the Murrumbidgee River by suction gas-driven pumping machinery in two 
units, with a total capacity of 4,000 gallons per minute, and maximum lift of 30 feet. 


The water rate is £1 10s. Od. per acre per annum. There is no general rate as at Curlwaa. 


The principal] industry is dairying, milk being supplied to the town of Hay, and cream to the local 
Butter Factory. 

During the period when the area has been under the control of ihe Commission, improvements 
have been effected to the Pumping Station, channels, structures and roads. A re-survey has been made of 
the area, and particulars obtained with regard to possible extensions thereof, but as these would involve 
an increase in the pumping machinery, which is now taxed to its limit to supply the area now under 
irrigation, it has not been deemed expedient to take any action in this direction at the present time. 


The rainfall during the past year was 11-08 inches, of which 2-83 inches fell from 1st September to 
30th April. There were nine iriigations, including one special watering, the total quantity of water 
pumped as measured at the Pumping Station, amounting to 172,906,732 cubic feet, or 3,972 acre feet. 
‘The average acreage watered at each irrigation was 1,039 acres. 


This rey rerents a ccnsiderable incrcace cn 1921-22 when 3,163 ecre fect were yumped, for an 
average area of 872 acres watered. 


None of the channels are lined. 


The expenditure for the year was £2,436 18s, 9d. and the revenue £2,391 15s. 4d. 
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PART ITI—8STREAM MEASUREMENTS AND INVESTIGATION OF IRRIGATION SCHEMES 
WHICH WILL BE ESTABLISHED AND CONTROLLED BY THE STATE. 


River Frucrvarions. 

The early part of the year was marked by large floods in the Murrumbidgee, Lachlan, and Macquarie 
Rivers. 

The Murray River and the Darling River, together with their tributaries in the north-western district, 
did not experience freshets of any consequence. 

In the coastal area only very moderate rises occurred with the exception of the Warrangamba River, 
the Nepean River at Penrith, and the Shoalhaven River at Warri Bridge, which reached 49 feet 8 inches, 
21 feet 8 inches, and 31 feet respectively. 

Daring the late winter and spring the rainfall generally in the State was below the average, con- 
sequently the flow of the rivers rapidly diminished, and during the summer and autumn acute drought 
conditions prevailed; very little relief was experienced on most streams till late in June. 

For comparison with previous years the following table shows the maximum and minimum heights 
recorded at typical stations :—- 


RipaE: PLices Maximum ee Twelve Minimum eee ras Twelve 
ft. in. ft. in. 
M .CQWUAIIO~ eos d wede dae tororensd BNO ene soa tev omen tragns piven 29.9 | 26 July, 1923 ...... 1 4 2 Mar., 1923. 
INAINO LI cate sacee ce meare at eete css (Giamecta le wet caccccssstesuscees 8 0 TatDeer tO 2224. ce tk 95) Se L923: 
BAR WOW scien s aeeteccnereee es IWS Otis can. -cwsscseleuteiet nee lon 2D eae BOLI s kee Bez 30 June 192". 
Dasrlinuegites serene seces seca seates Bourke Me Merecemeatle Ao eS Ons an, 1923) o.cee ye? (sf or 923. 
Je UREN caonsdascais Gaebear sere MemiteCiiow ace vee acebck sceteae secs Gi 15.86: t.5. 1922)... IBS7. 5 Max, 79 3. 
Pach lamaecectsc cc tcnccsessssee (Coniratace: scares cnc ccscr ren coeees 330 OM Weote tls 5) L922) as on: 1 4 9 Mar., 923. 
MULTERTE DIA PCO ty. crceceseses eee GUNGA AT eeressAcedeetercsects se 31 0 SO ee tL O22 Seren By ah 6D ¢., 1! 22. 
ING RBG eeice sr ehcctcicae nae iis'e.o0' COLOW assem orans ccs eee none 15 6 EOP umes L923 hs as { Lee? \ :8 Feb., 19.3. 
iBeZe 
> TERRE aaa eee HGUIStODeeaietas cade ress: creer ses Gi 4 | O aan steel O25 wears an, 27 April, 1923. 
RAPP STGOr ees cncctete ke coc taesce PEA Ul lemlere saners cee cecoatese. oO QO UNOWs501 922 Pesecn O 13] 28 Feb., 1623. 
IBeZs 
IERIE Pa at slacuieecscads 160 dca SLOT CLOM we eenesewateceteneseuscss: 14 0 14 Sept., 1922)... 0 uA 19 April, 1 23. 
Bae et. 
Watte Sant UA cccsseciecaccvese Nepean Junction ............ 49 8 | 26 July, 1922 ...... 3 2 1 Mar., 1923. 
NOGUIAV ENG: se 05.55 cisansnseseiees IWaAtriv BIO consscessscecoses: SL Oe e2G en L922 ace 23 10 April, 1923. 
MERIONU Villon socircisciss vacicgsionccas INCU ONTO M Meceece ote etsistcise si. 2H Lee 2 Teese LOZ terior 0 2 23 Feb., 1923. 
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B.Z.—Below Zero of Gauge. 


SrreaAM MmaSUREMENTS. 


Progress of Hy.lvography.—In 1879 Mr. H. C. Russell, then Government Astronomer for New South 
Wales, commenced to keep a record of some of the inland rivers, and established gauges at five stations on 
the Darling River, three on the Murray River, and three on the Murrumbidgee River, and diagrams of 
river heights were published annually. In 1885 measurements of the discharges of these rivers was com- 
menced by Mr. McKinney, Chief Engineer for Water Conservation. From 1885 to 1913 the work of gauging 
streams was under the control of the Department of Public Works. On the formation of this Commission 
the River Gauging Branch was transferred from the Department of Public Works to the Commission and 
stations have been established and maintained not only for irrigation purposes, but, on behalf of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works. for Country Towns Water Supply and hydro-electric investigations, and for the 
Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage in connection with Sydney Water Supply. 

On the 30th June, 1913, there were 114 gauging stations; 28 of these have since been abandoned and 
5D new stations have been established, making the present total of 141. Up to 30th June, 1913, 1,935 
discharge measurements were made, and during the last 10 years 3,200 discharges have been measured, 
making a total of 5,135. 

The value of hydrographic data and the uses to which it can be put depends, to a great extent, on 
the number of years for which records are available, and consequently the special work of investigation 
of water resources and the behaviour of storages proposed tio be built, has increased very rapidly during 
each of the last ten years. The development in respect of Hydro-electric investigations has been very 
marked during the last five years, and the hydrographic work in connection with this investigation now 
forms a large part of the work of the branch. 

Meusuiements.--Stream measurements have been systematically continued by the Rivcr Gauging 
Staff, under the control of which there were at 80th June, 1923, 141 stations at which daily gauge readings 
are undertaken. Of thee, 25 are in connection with Hydro-electric Investigation, 8 for flood-warning 
purposes, 6 in connection with the Metropolitan Water Supply, and the balance in connection with Water 
Conservation generally, including stations at which, in accordance with the request of the River Murray 
Commission, gaugings are being carricd cut in this State by officers of this Commission. Ninety-eigh t of 
these stations were visited and one or more measurements taken, making a total of 3€5 discharge measure- 
ments, in addition to 27 measurements made at other than regular stations. 

Adyantage was taken during the drought period to obtain measurements of discharge at very low 
stages at all the North Coast stations, and on the Macquarie, Lachlan, Murray, and Darling Rivers. 

In order to facilitate the field work in connection with the stations in the northern portions of the 
State, a district was defined extending from the northern boundary of the State between Mungindi and the 
coast southwards to and including the catchment area of the Hastings River and the Namoi River. An 
officer was transferred from Sydney on 14th June, and took up his residence at Armidale, this being the 
most central town in the district. It 
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Kt is expected that marked benefits will result from this arrangement, particularly for stations in 
connection with Hydro-electric investigations, and several proposals for irrigation development; besides 
which it is hoped that the Resident Hydrographer will have opportunites of investigating thoroughly all 
the water resources of his district, and extend the work of the branch beyond those limits which have hitherto 
obtained. 


Funds have been provided by the Public Works Department in connection with the Hydrographic 
investigations carried out by this Commission concerning Hydro-electric Schemes. 


The investigations into the losses in lateral channels on the Murrumbidgee Areas were continued, 
but further observations will be required before a comprehensive report can be prepared. 


The current Meter Rating Base at Centennial Park was completed early in the year, and has proved 
very successful, the rating of meters now being carried out more efficiently and at less cost than previously. 


° 


MURRUMBIDGEE RIVER. 


Flood.— At the end of July, 1922, there occurred the largest flood in the Murrumbidgee River since 
1891, as described in Part If of this Report. 


Release of Water.---The water released from the Burrinjuck Storage proved of great benefit during 
the drought period, not only to the Murrumbidgee, but also to the lower Murray River. At the end of 
the summer, when the Murray River above the Murrumbidgee Junction was very low, the experiment was 
tried of releasing through the Burrinjuck sluices a considerable volume of water, estimated at 47,1€0 acre- 
feet, during the eight days from 9 a.m. on 21st February to 9 a.m. on Ist March, inclusive. On 20th 
February the discharge from the storage was about 1,000 cubic feet per second, this being the rate which 
had obtained for some time previously. At 9 a.m. on 21st February the rate was increased to 2,110 
cusecs., and on 22nd February to 3,180 cusecs., at which rate the discharge was maintained to 1st March, 
when the sluices were shut down, to again discharge 1,000 cusecs only. 


The Tumut River joins the Murrumbidgee a short distance above Gundagai, which is situated about 
70 miles by river below Burrinjuck. Water is diverted from the Murrumbidgee at Berembed into the Main 
Canal serving the Murrumbidgee Areas. There is also an improved natural diversion into Yanko Creek 
below Narrandera. 


The effect of the wave could be distinctly traced all the way to Mildura, 950 miles below the storage. 
The following Table shows the discharges at various stations before the wave arrived, and also the maximum 
rate of discharge. 


i 
Mileage hea _ | a | Maximum 
Station. ae Date. Oo ie ne Date. sw ee Date. discharge 
aie cusecs. | cusecs. ; juecene 
Burrinjuck — ...........5....+- 0 20 Feb. 1,000 21 Feb. 2,110 22 Feb. 3,180 
GunGaeal. o.3citss. ins sccesszes 70 Zs 1,045 2) ae 2,170 23s 3,860 
* Bevem Ded beseewasssieesenes: 240 25 55, 499 PAO i 499 1 Mar. 661 
Narrandera tassersscmicosseeses 275 DATO cc 465 26.) 1,110 Lees 2,670 
TV ako Creek. seisesries senect 290 2.0 es 4 OT aes 90 ast 142 
Hay sissies 495 3 Mar. 460 4 Mar. 875 8.6; 1,950 
Halvatiala, pshocetcepeseavossonen 675 8. iss 496 9 59 612 ees 1,668 
Mildura, Murray River...... 950 Goes 824 Ibe 860 2D ee 1,582 
* Controlled Diversion. + Uncontrolled Diversion. 


It may be noted that from the 10th to 12th March, inclusive, the Murray River at Swan Hill, above 
the junction of the Murrumbidgee had ceased to flow, while from the 13th to 23rd March there was a small 
flow averaging under 40 cusecs only. 


From the above Table it will be seen that if diversions at Berembed and Yanko Creek at a maximum 
rate of 803 cusecs. be deducted from the maximum Gundagai discharge, this would be reduced to 8,057 
cusecs., as against 1,582 cusecs. at Mildura, 880 miles lower down. There were also some diversions by 
pumping, but the sum total of these would be trifling. ; 


Murray River. 


Lock Sites Surveys.—-On behalf of the constructing authority under the River Murray Waters Act, 
the Minister for Public Works, surveys have been continued in connection with the sites of locks and weirs 
between the Darling River junction and Echuca. 


The base line survey was extended from 320 to 380 miles above Wentworth, and cross sections of 


the river taken at intervals of 300 feet. Conerete bench marks have been placed in suitable position at 
intervals of 1 mile apart. 


Low Discharge.—The total discharge at Corowa was 2,731,296 acre-feet, or 58 per cent. only of the 
discharge for 1921-22. Of this total the volume discharged during the period January to May, inclusive, 


was only 201,466 acre-feet, an abnormally low figure. The Murray River ceased to flow at Swan Hill for 
some days in March, 1923. r 


Nine-mile Irrigation Area.—In September, 1922, the Murray Lands Advisory Committee inspected 
the proposed Nine-mile and Gol Gol Irrigation Areas referred to in Appendix I to the last Annual Report. 
With regard to the former, they recommended that “ an irrigation district of some 20,000 acres, including 
a small adjacent portion of Gol Gol could be established at Nine-mile and subdivided into farms of from 
15 to 20 acres, the development of such area to be by gradual stages.” The utilisation of the balance of 
the Gol Gol area suitable for irrigation the Commission recommended to be deferred. 


Following 
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Following upon this report, surveys were put in hand and designs prepared for the first section, about 
3,000 acres, of the Nine-mile Area, where it is anticipated that construction will be commenced during next 
financial year. " 

Lake Benanee Area.—Surveys are in progress under the direction of Mr. Surveyor H. C. Fry (who 
also has general charge of the surveys of the Nine-mile Area), of the irrigable portion of the Lake Benance 
Area, estimated at from 8,000 to 10,000 acres. Later, when the Dry Farm Subdivision has, as recommended 
by the Murray Lands Advisory Committee, been determined upon by the Western Land Board, surveys 
for a stock and domestic supply to these blocks will be undertaken. The service will be by pumping in 
both cases. 

The investigation of other areas to be served from the Murray River will be proceeded with as 
expeditiously as possible. 


Daruine RIver. 


The Darling River has been very low, the discharge at Menindie amounting to 157,642 acre-feet 
for the year, or 2-6 per cent. only of that for the previous year. 

Funds were provided for the further investigation of water conservation possibilities from the 
Darling River, but owing principally to the drought conditions it was not practicable to put this work in 
hand. 

Lacnian River. 

Following upon the publication of the data contained in Appendix “ E” of the last Annual Report 
a conference was held at Forbes on 10th March, 1923, of representatives of the various interests concerned, 
in the scheme of water conservation on the Lachlan River. A resolution was passed urging the Government 
to immediately refer the question of the construction of Wyangala Dam to the Public Works Committee, and 
the delegates present were appointed a committee to collect evidence for presentation at the inquiry. 

Taking advantage of the very low state of the Lachlan during the latter part of the financial year, 
surveys were undertaken of a number of sites for lew weirs above Forbes, thirteen sites in all being 
investigated, extending from Forbes to Goolagong. 


The action taken with regard to restriction of pumping is referred to in Part VII. 


Maceguarie River. 


Tn connection with the proposed Burrendong Dam above Wellington, the contour surveys of the 
storage have been completed. These show that the capacity of the storage would be as under :— 


- Maximum Depth of A ximate Length of D ‘ 
Water Stored. ame Ww haeg or Capacity. 
120 2,230 feet. 407,000 acre-feet. 
130 2,390 ,, 520,000 as 
140 2,544 ,, 649,000 = 
150 2,706 ,, 797,000 3 


These figures show that the storage capacity would be much larger than originally estimated. ‘The 
survey extended for 39 miles up the Macquarie River and 30 miles up the Cudgegong River, which joing the 
Macquarie immediately above the site of the dam. 

The further investigation of this scheme is in hand. 


Namo! RIVER. 


There are two sites under consideration for storage dams on the Namoi River, one at Blue Hole, 
above Manilla, the other at Keepit, near the junction of the Peel River. 

The formation at the Blue Hole site is being investigated by means of shafts. A contour survey 
is in progress at the Keepit site. 


Pre, River. 


The formation at the site of the proposed storage dam below Bowling Alley Point is being investigated 
by means of shafts, and some additional survey information has also been obtained. 


PARE. LV; 
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PART IV.-WATER CONSERVATION WORKS, CONSTRUCTED BY THE STATE, BUT 
ADMINISTERED BY LOCAL TRUSTS. 
The following table shows :— 


(a) The Water Trusts which have been constituted under the Water Act, for which works are 
completed. 


(6) Those for which the works are not yet completed. 


Area of Trust 


Trust. District: Date of Constitution. Gazetted Cost (including 


additions, if any). 


—— 


(a) TRUSTS CONSTITUTED AND WORKS COMPLETED :— 
I’rior to 1st January, 1913. 


Acres, to sade 
Murray River—Tuppal Creek .........:ssoscchecscsreenonsseseneps | 78,080 8 April, 1908 5,800 0 0 
Bullatale:Creek, 2" 7.02 cee eerie 68,320 1 July, 1908 2,107 11 10 
Little, MerransGreekiss-.castenee. ne. eee | 157,440 30 Nov., 1910 3,329. 8 O 
Baro paccan. Cece enes rn eee eee 54,399 11 Jan., 1911 14,274 7 8 

Lachlan River—Torriganny, Muggabah, and Merrimajeel | 
CEGOKS. Gate eb cees tune vcmere cette te tesuaoee eee 170,240 13 May, 1908 343 19 10 
Condobolin West Weir. ceateceteeeeee 4,480 23 June, 1909 691 14 4% 
Nidgery: Weir, asczecadeerracts oceans vor ceeentees 46,880 18 Jan., 1911 1,105 19 7 
Lyndius6 Water Supply jc ses cee ee eee 1,050 22 April, 1904 314 5 9 
Algudperio Creek: Weir...3..tat-thaasceninuttaseted ome eee 9,760 12 May, 1909 1,173 8 4 
Since 1st January, 19138. 
Colliven iGreekidaaicssstiene fee ee eae 22,866 13 Jan., 1915 550 0 0 
Great Anabranch of Darling River.) ccc .tcse cans ceseorceosat be 995,200 4 April, 1917 494 4 10 
(approximately). 

1,608,715 30,185 O 5 


| es ee ee re. Se eee 
(t) Trusts CONSTITUTED BUT WORKS NOT YET COMPLETED :— 
Gazetted estimate. 


Murray, River—=) nile: Greek mee eeneeastrceeece tenes emeet eters 225,280 1 Sept., 1915 19,950 0 O 
Poon -Boontancrcccccrcm reer ere eeeeeee 34,240 6 Oct., 1922 2,600 0 O 
Lachlan River —\Marrowie Creeks. .cs-s secs eeoeeeeetc ee eeeee ee 295,040 16 Jan., 1920 3,500 0 O 
Ulonga AAcotie cone tee ee ee ee 64,960 2Feb., 1923 950 0 O 
Yanko, Colombo and Billabong Crecks........c.sscceseeceeeeeees 952,000 29 July, 1921 44,000 0 0 
1,571,520 
Grandi ota lececcecamereseerne: Wie iesseucneen 3,180,235 


WorkKS IN ProGREss. 


Barooga Water Trust.—Owing to the unsatisfactory condition of the woodstave syphon originally 
installed, arrangements have been made, at the request of the Trustees, to replace it with a reinforced 
concrete pipe at an estimated cost of £6,000—as an additional work under section 41 of the Water Act; to 
write off certain of the costs in connection with the old syphon; and to extend the period for extinguishing 
the liabilities of the Trust to fifty (50) years. 


Marrowie Creek.—A contract for the construction of the channels and structures was let on 13th 
January, 1923. 


The work is well advanced, but completion has been delayed owing to continuous wet weather 
towards the close of the financial year. 


Yanko, Colombo and Billabong Creeks Water Trust—A contract was let on 5th February, 1923, to 
the State Monier Pipe and Reinforced Concrete Works, for the construction of a moveable weir across the 
Murrumbidgee River, and subsidiary works, but no work will be commenced at site until after the spring 
floods. 


Ulonga Water Trust.—The engine and pump included in this proposal have been purchased. 


Poon Boon Water Trust.—A contract was let on 23rd May, 1923, for the timber regulators and other 
work included in this scheme, but the conditions at site have not permitted of work being put in hand. 


Thule Creek Trust.—This scheme has been in abeyance for some years past. 


PART Y. 
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PART V.—NATIONAL WORKS MAINTAINED BY THE COMMISSION. 


The maintenance of the fol owing National Works is vested in the Commission :— 


Macquarie River and Effluents ... «» Gin Gin Weir. 
Ewenmar Cutting and Regulator. 
Belaringar Cutting and Regulator. 
Warren Weir. 
Gunningbar Creek Cuttings and Regulator. 
Gunningbar Creek Weir. 
Crooked and Duck Crecks Cuttings and Regulators (2). 
Lachlan River and Efucnts ... ..- Booberoi Weir. 
Booberoi Weir Regulator and Cutting. 
Lake Cudgellico Weir, Regulators (2) ) and Cuttings. 
Willandra Weir, Regulator and Cuttings. 
Middle Billabong and Marrowie Creek Cuttings (2) and 
Regulators (3). 
Hillston Weir. 
Booligal Weir. 
Condobolin Weir. 
Bumbuggin Creek Regulator, 
Murrumbidgee River and Effluents ... Old Man to Sandy Creek Cutting. 
Yanko Creek Cutting and Profiles. 
Murray River and Effluents _... ..» Gulpa Creek Cutting. 
Eagle Creek Cutting and Regulator. 
Wakool River Cutting. 


Namoi River 58: ies ae ... Pian Creek Cutting. 

Bogan River eae of eh ... Gongolgan Weir. 

Narran River es oe age ... Angledool Weir. 
Burrowa_... ee we oar ... Burrowa Weir. 

Molonglo ... or ... Queanbeyan Weir. 

Queen Charlotte Vale Creek *656 ..» Queen Charlotte Vale Weir. 
Nepean River __... ss ... Penrith Weir. 


Billabong Creek ... _ ... box ... White’s Weir, near Parkes. 


With the exception of Hillston Weir and Bumbuggin Creek Regulator, the whole of the above 
works were constructed prior to Ist January, 1913. 

The cost of caretaking, maintenance, and repairs to the above works for the year emounted to 
about £1,148; including a Water Trust administration, and a contribution of £51 towards removal of the 
rafts in the Macquarie River—referrcd to in the last annual report. 

The Condobolin Weir, completed during the year at a cost of £2,740 18s. 2d. is a concrete structure 
with crest at about 7 feet above the river bed. 

The regulator on the Bumbuggin Creek, completed during the ycar at a cost of £1,586 3s. 8d., is a 
timber structure, and was constructcd for the purfose of controlling the flow which pases down the creek 
from the Lachlan River. 


ad 
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PART VI—ARTESIAN AND SHALLOW BORING. 


ARTESIAN Borina. 
In the following statement are included particulars of all Bores sunk within the State:— 


Particulars of Artesian Bores. 


Depth. par lat 
Number. peek: Flow at last Gauging. —_ aaa & 
Max. ~ . Min. Max. Min. 
Feet. Gallons per day. Feet. Feet. Deg. F. Deg. F. 
PLO WIE, Toh cwacaseecassecaremnce ate 384 693,379 $2,731,703* 4,338 89 139 713 
PRA PHYS. ns sis bac seunemenaeeubentes 124 Pagarag | oes ces: 2 | 3,925 132 sk a 
NAUUTOO wes cseesoss coteesesee an sas 48 BO Det eT csisiesinnaeene 3,615 203 aah ase 
Lo telates ec eeaeecacrer: dso 910,043 


* Exclusive of seven Private Flowing Bores not yet gauged. Of the 82,731,703 gallons per day, 68,754,800 gallons represents flows gauged 
during the year, the balance flows at the last gauging, duting previous years, 


Of the above, 332 are private bores, 33 Improvement Lease bores, 4 Country Towns Water Supply 
bores, and the remainder Government bores. 


Artestan Wells Districts, an? Bore Trusts :—There are 12 Artesian Wells districts, embracing an 
avea of 324,917 acres, with 108 miles 4 chaius of drains. 

The Bore Trusts, 63 in number, now in operation, include a total area of 4,171,852 acres, with 
2,659 miles 464 chains of bore drains. : 


Four other Trusts, viz., Narba, Polly Brewon, Quabothoo, and Quilbone, have been constituted, 
with an area of 137,623 acres but the works in connection with these have not yet Leen completed. 


Proposals ere bcing preparcd for six new Trusts, viz., Womboin Nos. 1, 2 and 3, Bogamildi, Midkin 3, 
and Lower Quambone, and it is expected that these propcsals will shortly be gazetted. . 


The local administration of the Bore Water Trusts has been continued under the direction of Mr. 
J. C. Yeo upon satisfactory lines. These Trust schemes are carried out in accordance with the provisions 
of the Water Act, whereby the works are constructed by the State and the cost repaid by the residents by 
instalments extending over a period of years (up to 28 years.) The Trustees are three in number, of whem 
one, Mr. Yeo, is the Official Trustee, who. represents the Government on the whole of the Trusts, the 
administration methods being co-ordinated thereby. The average rates per acre benefited, levied to 
cover repayments to the State, of interest, and sinking fund on the cost of the works, and also 
maintenance and administration by the Trusts, range from 1-06d. to 4-0d. per acre, in the majority of 
cases between 14d. and 2d. per acre. 


Careunga Bore No. 2.—This bore, which is being sunk to supplement the flow in the Careunga Trust 
District, is being constructed also as an experimental bore for test purposes. It is proposed to sink the 
bore to bed rock, and isolate the flows and test them independently. 


At 30th June the bore had been sunk to a depth of 1,484 feet and lined with 398 feet 24 inches of 
12-inch, and 1,428 feet 3} inches of 10-inch casing. The rotary system of drilling is being employed as far 
as practicable, and as the fish-tail bit has proved quite unsuitable, a new type of rotary bit has been 
designed and is being tested. Up to the present this type has not proved satisfactory in the exceptionally 
hard strata which occurs in layers in this bore, and causes excessive wear on the cutters and loss of time in 
withdrawing the rotary rods. A number of classes of steel cutters have been tried, without success, but it 
is hoped that a steel of suitable quality may later be found. 


Quilione Bore.—This bore is being sunk for the Quilbone Trust, and at 30th June had reached a 
depth of 932 feet. 


Private Bores under License.—Danumbral Bore No. 2 was completed during the year at a depth of 
3,449 feet, giving a discharze of 793,095 gallons per day. Dangalear Bore, under construction, had reached 
a depth of 2,142 feet"at 30th June. 


Artesian Water Investigation.—¥urther investigations have been made with a view to determining 
the loss in head due to friction in bore casing, and also the volume of free gas issuing with the water per 
unit of flow, and its relation to the bore discharge. 


a In connection with the friction tests, the results show that the coefficients used in the usual formule 
indicate a greater loss of head than actually occurs. This was anticipated, and it now appears possible to 
gain a more accurate knowledge of the losses in the casing of the bores as separate from the loss in the 
sandrock. This it is hoped may lead to it being found possible to roughly, at least, classify the sandrock 
in terms of porosity. 


The quantity of free gas issuing from the following bores was measured, viz., Florida, Mungyer, 
Moomin, Krui, Careunga, Dolgelly, and Burren No. 2. The maximum quantity of gas measured was 1°52 
cubic feet per 1,000 gallons at Careunga No.1. The minimum was -48 cubic feet per 1,000 gallons at Krui. 


From the investigation it is clear that the gag in the bores is not the main or primary cause of flow. 
Samples 
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- Samples of the gas found in the seven bores tested were collected and have been analysed, with 
the following results :— 


Analysis of Gas from Bores. 


Carbon : 

Dios ar Oxygen. Nitrogen. 
IAOMAN sacather cri ern vanes ures es ocak eer ear ais ies is 100 per cent. 
MMonidapeconestoretesaaatcnnaded: asec at eeaets 0-6 per cent. 1-0 per cent. 98-4 ,, 
SPUR VOR Os sscorses doadececdadsscecGcraecishrvengs ae 2:6, Odie 
PECULS 52 sepsaapsskeer ch atenaaiasscnekeporvacicese aoe 3:0) 2s, Di 0 ee 
Careun manor etc catesetecuscetee seers 0-2 per cent. Ono 99:6 ,, 
Dolaelli rates sete cees sores emai os terers okcecons bet Ade 100-0 ,, 
PRUE POH DaOe 2 rower cscunseateecetsrnat ton ccas: 0-8 per cent. | 0-6 per cent. 98:6) ,, 


All these bores were in the Moree District outside the so-called corrosive area, and no signs of 
damage by corrosion were seen in the casing of any of them. A small percentage of Cog was found in 
Burren, Florida, and Careunga bores. 


Further investigation is proposed under both of the above headings. 


Diminution in Flow.—Of the 384 flowing bores referred to above, 233 have been gauged periodically 
from 1914 to 1923. In 1914 the discharge from these bores was 83,543,586 gallons per day, and in 1923 
this had decreased to 59,696,625 gallons per day, showing a total decrease of 28-5 per cent. in nine years, 
or an average decrease of 3:17 per cent. per annum. 


The decrease in the Moree District, where there are 82 bores in an area of 11,000 square miles, viz., 
2-12 per cent. for 1922-23, was much less thanin the Coonamble District, where there are 151 bores in an 
area of 11,000 square miles, and the decrease was 5-49 per cent. 


During the above period a number of bores have at different times been partially closed, with a 
view to conserving the supply, and this action has apparently been effective in arresting to some extent 
the rate of decrease in flow. Hliminating 67 bores, which have been partially closed, the average decrease 
since 1914 for the remaining 166 bores has been 3°45 per cent. per annum. 


Inter-State Conferences on Artesian Water—Three Conferences have been held, at Sydney in 1912, 
at Brisbane in 1914, and at Adelaide in 1921, at which representatives of all the Australian States, except 
Tasmania, attended. The proceedings of these conferences have been published, and form a valuable 
addition to the available data regarding artesian water in Australia. 


General Review.—A general review of the artesian and shallow boring operations carried out by this 
Commission since 1913 is given by the Engineer for Boring in Appendix F. 


SHALLOW BoRING. 


On Ist July, 1922, there were 28 sha!low boring plants at work sinking bores for settlers in accordance 
with the Commission’s regulations. 


On 21st May, 1923, an additional plant was placed in commission, making 29 plants in operation 
at 30th June, 1923. The number of applications for the use of the Commission’s plants received during 
the year was 414, in addition to 208 applications in hand on 1st July, 1922. 


221 bores were completed during the year (some of these being under construction on Ist July, 
1922); also 8 bores cleaned out or deepened. The total footage drilled in respect of these bores was 57,089 
feet, and the cost of this work averages 15s. 3d, per foot, including casing, as against 16s. 2d. for the previous 
year. The supply obtained ranged from 60 gallons per hour up to 1,500 gallons per hour. In the Dubbo 
and Narrabri districts 7 small flowing supplies were struck. Of the bores put down the site in 142 cases 
was divined, and of these 24 were failurcs. Of the remaining 79 bores sunk and not divined, 10 were failures, 
or, in other words, about 16-9 per cent. of the bores divined were failures, while of those not divined, the 
percentage of failures was 12-65 per cent. 


The footage drilled for the year, viz., 56,097 feet (including bores under construction as at 30th June, 
1923), is somewhat disappointing, being less than last year by 3,447 feet. About 350 feet more hard rock 
drilling is included in this than in the previous year, which to some extent accounts for the deficiency. 
The greatest decrease is in the Ccotamundra district, where the bores are, as a rule, comparatively shallow, 
but often in difficult formation. During the coming year every effort will be made to expedite the drilling 
progress in this area. 


From a financial standpoint the operations of the year may be considered very satisfactory, resulting 
as they do in a trading profit, as shown by the Accountant, of £5,476 1s. 11d., notwithstanding that a total 
amount of £2,200 has been absorbed in concessions granted to settlers in connection with bores on which 
the cost chargeable has, from various causes, been considered more than the settlers could afford to pay. 


If the present rate of progress is maintained, it would appear that the shallow boring service will, 
next year, wipe out the accumulated losses since its inception, 
Below 
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__ Below is a statement showing the time eccupicd in drilling, cs egainct the time lost through delay, 
accident, travelling, erecting, &c., for the last eight (8) years :— 


TP CT A 


1915-16. 


1916-17. 1917-18. | 1918-19. 1919-20. 1920-21. 1921-22, 1922.-25, 


rer cent. per cent. per cent. per cent. per cont. 


per cent. } per cent. per cent. 
Plant Working. 


58-0 70-25 75:25 | 75°25 81-00. —| 74-20 72-90 76-90 
Delay and Accident. 
30-50 20-50 8-25 | 9-25 4:30 | 11-CO 13-70 12:30 


Travelling and EBroctiniy. 


15-50 13-70 11-80 13-40 10-80 


Sunmary of work done since commencement of Scheniec, including all bares. 


Total number of bores Sunk sc crecsetecke beak rer cesdeasctamncosocaen 1,193 
Total lootage .2.asseiac iene ae eee 326,5494 fect. 


O ithe above 1,193 bores, 209 were failures, representing 174 per cent. of the total bores unk. 
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PART VII—LICENSED WORKS FOR STOCK AND DOMESTIC SUPPLY, IRRIGATION, 
AND OTHER PURPOSES. 


Applications were received under the Water Act for 226 new licenses and 127 renewals of licenses 
for pumps, dams, and other works. The new licenses issued were 139 in number, while 16 licenses were 
allowed to lapse, so that, at 30th June, 1923, there were 1,696 licenses current. 


In most instances the period for which licenses are issucd is five years, a fee, covering the whole 
period of the license, being charged to cover the cost of administration of this section of the Water Act, 
and also to provide some additional return in cases whcre the flow of streams is regulated by the 
construction by the State of storage werks. 


RESTRICTION OF PUMPING. 


_ As a result of the drought which prevailed over almost the whole of the State, the river flows were 
seriously diminished, and it was necessary to impose pumping restrictions on the Hunter, Murray, and 
Lachlan Rivers. 


On the Hunter River, at the request of the Hunter District Water Supply and fewerage Board, 
notices were issued restricting pumping for some ‘weeks during February and March. By close 
co-operation with the Board it was after the end of March found possible to permit of pumping for short 
periods from time to time, and pumping was not again stopped, although the river flow continued very 
low. Restrictions were entirely removed on 19th June. 


It is hoped before next season that the Chichester Water Supply Works will be sufficiently advanced 
to supply the Hunter District and so obviate the necessity for further pumping restrictions on the Hunter 
River. 

The discharge of the Murray River at Albury during March and April was enly about 350 cubic 
feet per second, an abnormally low flow, and quite insufficient for the requirements of the irrigation pumps. 
In the vicinity of Tooleybuc and Swan Hill the river ceased to flow carly in March. It was decided, 
therefore, in consultation with the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission of Victoria, to restrict 
pumping operations to a considerable extent, and licensees were allowed to pump for hmited periods only 
until the end of May, when restrictions were removed. 

Head storage works are under construction on the Murray River, but will rot be operative for some 
years to come. 

During March and April the Lachlan River was almost dry at Cowra, and although there was a 
certain inflow from the gravel drifts below Goolagong, which gave a somewhat larger flow at Forbes, the 
flow had ceased entirely above Condobolin, as also that in the Bumbuggan Creek, an ana branch of the 
Lachlan River, from which the water supply of Condobolin is diawn. As a water famine was imminent 
it was decided to restrict pumping above Condobolin during port’on of April, May, and June, and it was. 
not until 18th June that the tlow had sufficiently increased to permit of restrictions being removed. 


Fortunately, the most acute stage of the drought occurred when the irrigaticn season was nearly 
over, so that no serious losses were incurred. 
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APPENDIX A. 
FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS. 


The financial transactions of the year 1922-23 are embodied in the following returns, viz. :— 


(1) Expenditure, Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas and Burrinjuck Dam, 1898, to 30th June, 1923, 

(2) Expenditure from General Loan Account during 1922-23, on services under the control of the Commission. 
(3) Expenditure and Receipts, Consolidated Revenue Fund, during 1922-23. 

(4) Expenditure and Receipts, Public Works Fund during 1922-23, 

(5) Statement of transactions on Special Deposits Account for the financial year, 1922-23. 

(6) Detail Statement of Loan Expenditure, 1922-23, Head Office Services only. 

(7) Fr} is Revenue ee etiat * is 

(8) Hay and Wentworth Irrigation Areas, Expenditure during 1922-23. 

(9) Hay Irrigation Area, Expenditure and Revenue for the past eleven years. 


(10) Wentworth (Curlwaa) Irrigation Area, Expenditure and Revenue for the past sixteen years. 


Statement No. 1. 


EXPENDITURE, MurrumMBIpGrr IrRicaTIoN AREAS AND Burringuck Dam. 


Vote Expenditure. 


Period. 
General Loan | Public Works | Consolidated | ' Total Capital 
Account, Fund. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ s.d. £ sd, | £ Vsied: £ 8. d. 
1898—80th June, 1922 ..050..5ss0csccssccevseseevcdsogiag .| 6,734,664 3 2 179,316 3 7 4,035 2 7 | 6,918,015 9 4 
SOth June; 1923 aiisssstuesoaess eassserecres ss 173,954 4 6 Sweieee erates (Se 773,954 4 6 
£| 7,508,618 7 & L79;316. <3 7 4,035 2 7 | 7,691,969 13 10 


- : = 
eS 


Statement No. 2. 
EXPENDITURE, 1922-23—GENERAL LOAN ACCOUNT. 


Credit Balance, Transactions for Year. Credit Balance. 
Particulars and Vote, MCR UG AS 
ae Expenditure. Collections and : . 
Appropriations, Repayments, Unavailable. Available. 
Burrinsuck DAM AND MURRUMBIDGEE £ Sud. £ S31. £ s. d. Gh ole £ s. d. 
IrricatTion AREAS. 
For the construction of Burrinjuck Dam, 
Murrumbidgee Canals, Purchase of 
Stock, Assisting Settlers, Payment of 
Tenant Rights, &c.— 
Vote—Act 25, 1918 ............... £110, 250 Weisser sateen Mel” Gnescsasesenestees LO, ELS NT 215115 702 eaeeeeenee 
ACE 27, nl OlON erste dans. 199, 0007) ctewsises sesamctise tue saplee doeatsccuiess 36,769 ‘4: 0 |36,769 4 0} s..cccresre ; 
Act O92 eeeenccnceeess 200,000 | 26,718 1 6 gi,;2on, 2 2 BI4) G1 Ge ence ss semcce 3 eweceeeeeee 
ACE L859 22 ee ciitenea dee ces 243,000 | 243,000 0 0 196,839 17 6 1570 sl Gum. 50 7 6 |47,280 11 1 
To enable the Water Conservation and Irriga- 
tion Commission to make Advances to 
Settlers on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Areas for development purposes and to 
provide for Deferred Rents and Water 
Rates to be subsequently repaid— 
Vote—Act 27201920 Ger ccscreecens eto EUO Oe) SASsccunosoceea |f) GatinoapeeSaooseone 955 70, 105) 7 955) FO 010 3 Seeecrcereere 
PACH 2 bee LO Zilles nace scenester 24,000 7,6. (mod 7,649 5 3 ihe WUE WWE cooceadaonc 54 0 0 
PAC TEUS ol O22 Simatrananr estes 9,400 9,400 0 0 8,193 4 9 2 SUSeLS salalerecceasconete 1,206 15 3 
For the erection of Canning and other Fac- 
tories and the Installation of Plant in 
connection therewith, Murrumbidgee Irri- 
gation Areas— 
Vote—Act 27, 1919  ...........000 £6, OOO Gs aiiasseseacetees 74 5 0 UBY AS CF: Wells -Soodencodtian 60 2 0 
A Cti21CLOZ] Wcanemseeees 3,000 1259 leo EY PRUE UEIE See8ncasonscsdes: |) oddsnoconcas Yet ¢ 33 
Act 1871022 vncsscmceetn ‘ 800 a0] 00 ios Ol Pre Geaeeterencrse, | Vee dpabdoscuoncascn P soobragoruen 800 0 0 
Carzicd forward .....scocsceserees S| Sere aesOvececsiae 240511 2O LYM FO7,059 HO AAVG| Masce-conet ok oi Meee ee 
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APPENDIX A= continued. 
Statement No 2—continued. 


EXPENDITURE FROM GBYwRAL LOAN ACCOUNT DURING 1922-23—continued. 


Particulars and Vote. 


Brought forward ...........sssse00 £ 


BuRRINJuCK Dam AND MURRUMBIDGEE 
IRRIGATION AREAS—continued. 


For the Construction of Ratlway Sidings. 
Yards, Yanco Bacon Factory, and Cold 
Storage, &c.— 

Vote—Act 5, 1914 £15,000 

To provide for Settlement on Irrigation Areas 


of Miners from Broken Hill— 
Vote—Act 18, 1922 


Cee eter eeereee 


£19,000 


been em enereseene 


Net Expenditure, Miscellaneous Services, 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas 


Land Resumption and Compensation, Bur- 
rinjuck Storage Reservoir and Murrum- 
bidgee Irrigation Areas— 


Vote—Act 31, 1914 £100,000 


weet eeerereccee 


Net Expenditure, Land Resumption ...... 
Repayment to Credit of Votes, previous years— 
Vote—Act 25, 1911......... £390,000 0 0 
Sale of Burrinjuck Surplus 

Lands £4,292 0 10 


Cece reese eee reneesene 


RETURNED SOLDIERS’ SETTLEMENT. 


To provide for the Settlement of Returned 
Soldiers on Irrigation Farms and to 
assist them in the development thereof— 


Vote—Act 27, 1919 .......sceseees £900,000 
ACU Ais LODO sieseinineeesicesive 840,000 

ACte 21. N92 weaanalanietiaine 700,000 
AGt18; 1922" ...arnsecsesste £456,000 
Murrumbidgee _ Irrigation £ s, d. 
ATORS voaakk costes casas aaeoris 581,871 3 8 
Curlwaa Irrigation Area...... 3,010 0 0 


£584,881 3 8 


Returned Soldiers’ 


Pee meee eee e esau pases seeresesoeeeees 


Net Expenditure, 
Settlement 


Extension of Wentworth Irrigation Area, in- 
cluding additional Pumping Plant— 


Credit Balances, 
1st July, 1922, 


and 

Appropriations. Expenditure, 
£ An Ge £ s. d. 
ws bisaistns e/elaiejeelete 240,511 O 11 
19,000 0 O 23,792 6 6 
264,303 7 5 
68,031 18 7 
SSBCON BH IABCO £196,271 8 10 
L271 103 12 10 
BgpdeCeqtoGGnoD £103 12 10 
018 O 296 15 9 


eee eee eeeeeceee 


186,921 15 7 
456,000 0 0 


Cee eee ee ees erseee 


_ 189,353 4 10 
542,182 18 10 | 


Transactions for Year. 


Collections and 


731,832 19 5 
146,951 15 9 


ee ceeeseeeevsee 


£584,881 3 8 


613 4 
1,992 15 10 
1,208 11 5 


Vote—Act 27, 1920. ...........0006 £8,000 
Wee 2d, 1OBL  risceiessteosps 4,000 
GUTS, L022 cccvecnasseats 2,300 

Net Expenditure, Wentworth ............... 


ARTESIAN AND SHALLOW BorIna. 


For Deep Boring—Under the provisions of 
The Water Act, 44, 1912— 


33208 0 7 
321 17 5 


Cee eeeeereseeve 


£2,886 3 2 


3,877 16 6 
14,000 0 0 


3,877 16 6 
6,268 12 2 


10,146 8 8 
638 19 11 


seers eeeeseees 


£9,507 8 9 


dees reeseeeese | eee eeeserserovrenn 


Vote—Act 21,1921 ...........000- £5,000 
BGG 18,4922 esac sscncgs £14,000 
Net Expenditure, Deep Boring ............ 
For Shallow Boring—To provide water 
supplies for Settlers— 
Vote—Act 56, 1915 ........s.eeeee £18,300 
Act 13; 1916) ..cc.050tssc8 20,000 
AMES 7, BOLT osasipssesrse 12,500 
Bet LosVOl Ss goss p0scsescss¢ 17,600 
ACG LT WOLG nc castbaoe oot t 24,000 
AGb 27, A920) a .sass0.0000 06% 42,000 
ACU ZISMLOZAY lossoceleeseeth > 60,000 
ACLS OZ 2S sectecesesesere 45,500 
Net Expenditure, Shallow Boring ......... 


weeeeresseveees | ceeeeserreresesons 


Peer eeereeeeeee | eet eeeeeereressans 
Cee weer eens 


Seow eee serra neces 


a 


4,548 10 8 
45,500 0 0 


4,637 1 2 
35,933 13 10 


Credit Balance. 


Repayments, Uuavailable. Avai'able. 
z Ch RES ete Lae Bends 
57,559 5 7 | 
b.000m 0-0) 105.0005 08 01 eee 
5,472 13 0 14 130 665 13 6 
68,031 18 7 
LEME E CRE e URIS, ccs sceostous 13,167 14 6 
DORE OS ir cosccecaecceme (i See ccertes es 
12,0078, Gael 2.007T SD SN oi cdesaes 
Spey BY Tali Mocnaddeescde. | 1k dhoncoaebnes 
132,217 3 8 818 3 |46,025 6 7 
NOU ISIE SRS) GNA) cooogedeonom 4 | Saqacood.unr 
Se age 0 le LAT Da 
DB oat WS escceesesse 1,120 1 6 
321 17 5 
630 11 11 GSO 4d Td] cecsssssqese 
BS Oi eo eetackecs 7,739 15 10 
638 19 11 
78 0 0 98 OF OM Yerrccectese 
426 16 0 426° 16 30:4) -s%,0%505 Bats 
1,325 1 2} 1B25 1) 2a spvccecesees 
BolOd O F i DA9d O TH ssereeccsoa's 
S484 9 7 i ByaB4 O71) aypeccteees 
7,263 5 61 7,218 310 45.92 8 
7,455 8 0} 7,866 17 6) .svceeceeeae 
$,901 14 10 | 3,710—1 11| 9,757 19 1 
26,128 15 8 


40,594 1 5 
26,128 15 8 


Pee ee woeeeeres 


£14,465 5 9 


Of this amount the sum of £132,953 10s. 3d. is on account of Suspense Account Transfers temporarily carried 


for book-keeping purposes, 


Burg 


1080 
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APPENDIX A—continued. 


SUMMARY, 


s. d, 
Burrinjuck Dam and Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas — 
Miscellaneous Services s.ccesstecssetoteetetececesisoceroesdsatererccscnscereascentnes 196,271 8 10 


103 12 10 


£196,375 1 8 


Land Resumption .....0.cc.sccsessesseccnceecsovcrscccsvenssasssescrecstovaseensres ese 


Less Sale of Burrinjuck Surplus Lands .......cscecscssesscsecoasssasenecoecswes 4,292 0 10 

£192,083 0 10 

Returned Soldiers’ Settlement .......cessersrcssrecssessvecssees RN GA wee 581,871 3 8 

Total added Capital Expenditure as per Statement No. 1....... £773,954 4 6 

Returned Soldiers’ Settlement, Wentworth (Curlwaa)........cscesssssrssvecseesens 3,010 0 0 
Extension, Wentworth (Curlwaa) Irrigation Area, including additional 

Pumping’ Plant fervssssccseen ses Rei Hern ous sole eeislia vs ccasie hate pane tease aes 2,886 3 2 

Deep Boring o.......c.ssecconsoccccceceesessoscevosceavsacesereesavsseerseseessiae pocosedatiaes . 9,507 8 9 

Saw leh Ake or a hyd es Gtnaconoogsoncnosdoodosudcocosbnbastad dononauahonaconabaduaassbedsaecoos 14,465 5 9 

Total Net Loan Expenditure for year ...iscscccseceeeee £803,823 2 2 


Item. 


351 
352 
353 


354 


Statement No. 3. 


EXPENDITURE AND Recerets, 1922-23—-ConsoLIDATED REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


Particulars and Vote. 


Establishment— 
Salaries ..... Sr qodeocsu Bocodononiodinoaconecodiconchdpcooncoocbnnavancebeguondacnpots 
Contingencies, 11.5 sects sseueeovatos cetsuiee laeinsete wc trene mee Tred om eer meee erst 
To meet pensions payable under the Superannuation Act, 1916...... 
To pay difference between Military and State Pay of Officers and 

Employees of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas (Industrial 
Undertaking) during active: service.c.n..e+-dserctes err sa aeiconen eters 
To meet Interest on loan money expended in sinking Shallow Bores 
for Settlers to whom no interest is chargeable under the Shallow 
Boring Regulations gms cscessecedeedenemec stent eecnenen ascents 
Superannuation Act, 1916—Contributions by the Water Conserva- 
tion and Irrigation Commission in terms of Section 16, et seq....... 
Towards sinking of an Artesian Bore at Careunga for investigation 
purposes, and to supplement the Water Supply of the Careunga 
Bore Water Drust——Further! sui oo.cs. 22. 1<-scenceccsrce -aceseecsemerees 
Macquarie River, further investigation of Campbell’s Dam, Burran- 
dong, including boring, &c.—Further sum ..............ssceeceosecseess 
Towards the construction of a Weir at Condobolin—Further sum.. 
Towards the construction of a Regulator in Bumbuggin Creek, near 
Condobolin —Further gua 225.02. S.ca1.ashucahasars ceansescees stn tian octane 
To meet the expense of carrying out scientific investigations on the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas, and of conducting experiments 
in asriculturaliwork Maccmscccseco tenon sac susce sess mea emotes ee eceeccaencs 
Advances to settlers, Hay and Wentworth Irrigation Areas............ 
Royal Commission of Inquiry into theclaims of certain settlers on 
the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas in respect of the unsuitability 
of the soil for growth of lucerne: —To recoup the Working Account 
of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas (Industrial Undertaking) 
for loss of revenue as a result of the Royal Commission’s decision 
to write off the indebtedness of certain settlers to the Crown 
Darling River—Water Conservation Scheme Investigation 
Murray River—Investigating Land Settlement proposals 
Namoi River—Water Conservation Scheme Investigation ............ 
To recoup in part the Loan Funds of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Areas for allowance made to the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Dairy 
Farmers’ Co-operative Co., Ltd., on its taking over the Butter 
and Bacon Factories and Abattoirs ; 


seeeee 


Se is 


eee eee eee ee er rary 


Appropriation. Expenditure. Collections. 
ae s. d. FG tol 23 s. d. 
30,460 0 O} 30,354 15 11 Peosennaen 
26,250 0 O| 25,853 10 7 cess 
651 0.0 596 17 1 oudtea vacielelne 
1,500. 6-0} 1,001 16 2] s)eeeeeee 
603 0 0 603) 00 <eceae 
8,500 0 0 8,500 0 0 iieeowee 
3,860 0 0 3,859 17 10 steers 
730 0 0 415 10 6 ceeds ses 
2,600 0 O 2,600 - 0 'O")-- {ac iece eee i 
1,460 0 0 1,460 -"O. “O0'|> cvsecouseeeee 
171020 a) T52bel 2 29, condetecenaeen ‘ 
5C0 ~0 70 495 0 0O Rsie saeae ates A 
750 0 0 192811 8) 2a ; 
1,000 0 0 L210. 40 a “eee soccer 
1,000 0 O O82 82 iat Reena. seen 
1,000 0 O O02 AE SG al Mave ceases 
5,000" 070 DOOD TPO EOM ics 4e<2 acai rere 
| 64.344 1607 | ons ene ; 
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APPENDIX A—continued. 


Statement No. 3—continu 


ed, 


EXPENDITURE AND REcEIPTS, 1922-23—ConsoLIDATED REVENUE AccountT—continued. 


Item. Particulars and Vote. Appropriation. | Expenditure. | Collections. 
rhb Gl ie sad. e. SaGe 
Brought Forward ... a uae 84,344 16 7 
355 | To provide Farm Prizes for Settlers on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
De Fee Ree Bee ete Ee Pe ER SEA el LOC OREO C4 SO ese cscs fee eo se 
Advance to Treasurer, 1922-23— 
Bores sunk dronght strigken: Areas .....5:+:ccssssssstssssocsorteeivaccl. casconcenesunes 50 0 0 55 13 6 
Newman v. Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission, rail : 
feves forlGcal esheets, L1G NOs Adar ecescttecetectrecreoesececkh cleancesesacee IS) 25"). epncansicosacce 
Clerk-in-Charge of Records—Half difference between £417 and 
£492 whilst acting as First Clerk, from 20th Dec., 1921, to ' 
Dred Maya OF tee en pes eerie eta ess certo eicks s wcateerticesssctn, oseere conncetee Gielen Osler scsccocetes 00C 
Alleged tampering with Tender Box, Leeton—To pay loss of £10 
WY Pempeceioh fon devdieern mg ethers. chscnsesccsteeccsrseccenssecseiewsl’ clovdessssessce KD) DY Os || Gboncandetacae ° 
Sub-Accountant—Half difference between £636 and £500 whilst 
acting as Accountant from 28th Nov., 1922, to 31st Mar., 1923]. .........ece08 2B Ste La ltec secs esitcence 
To pay the widow of the late L. I. Lillyman monetary value of 

extended leave accrued at date of death, amounting to £364 

SIRS Mine e eee a ta ence ers das ase aeieces tion cconcececs tec Bem ceoe ance asso csiie senetaracaccear SOS Mt OAM ccs cecnsas ste ‘ 
To pay the widow of the late L. J. Lillyman value of additional 

aneidavsextopdedslea ves Wize, Cle LOS 1a ~.tccrsc science reste emecn cali cveecchowsce cs Ue a Oe cists tio's dete senioa's 
erence OR Me LOR Cat Bt C286 On LOG sr speactes cieccncertacesssssedsdcebh” 'ooecosecewus eve 284m SLO Beecsscescersess 
The purchase of a Ford Lorry for the proposed storage in Lakes 

System, Darling River, £258 13s. ...............6: eats cvace rie pci scessueas teecece Joon Om Oulme ccerscerenecces 

Collections— 
Hay Irrigation Area— 
@ollechion sss oerres ccc took cccssskevccdicne macenccinet Masersise Seciecanieccers coltan folticiesasanscctc ion vr omeecescteses 2,391 15 4 
RP ROA TICE Air Ceca t chageeuca tre trnie reece cr eae oe cese itch eek steel needa Ne kehdbitbeee : 55 11 9 
Curlwaa Irrigation Area— 
Collections............ eaealesesiwaciieaisasincignclelssjaselverieldes/cedesesccledscre secede ersioreersicereces iil cestestoreseste 2,932 4 2 
Interest on Advances........... on00200c Boden OAUEGIcOUCDL potbensddnustoarReenee!| .ccbeadaecdemest: |! «ucedacuensHeedar 48710 4 
Water Rights— 
License fees ..........00ce00 SGN HOCBEONGG 505 sta ooTatunoSdeeauboduDOOedHeacaceOSE|. " sdedoseooneeneds teeeerccssce 506 15 0 
Charges for water Sx bid tie he EP OORT CP Nte ten Ra eRe be RO a & 1,083 2 0 
Bee MNCS Shee avi eo us: CVOCOID LSE 6os.42icsicastaccsseces ssh sssncs sonvetora|’ > ncoseacsevdseda’, | sodeathenesdvs : 485 7 1 
Repayments to credit of Votes, previous years— 
SALATIOR sn ve5s 05 shdva se ouctobondt. cssobos peek copa uisudeaeanscccdesndenoasaor Gaal) icosBeccséeRstnns 6). laconnddasarotos 28 18 5 
AMUN GENS CREM meee ay ue Sor sfone nd tia cn ssn ok vsncor Laren ori chenue oookae SGncabenes |! figsngendssAese 599 18 9 
Advance to Treasurer—Wentworth Irrigation Area— 

UeNe RN ES ALR ECacoric, hos cers ae Syed Ac stone ESL ee eciscnela. ho aku bnouteevedna 75 0 0 
Advances to Settlers—Hay and Wentworth Irrigation Areas......... Be Wacr soa ascdatoncccs 1,059 3 9 
To pay difference between Military and State Pay of Officers and 

employees of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas (Industrial 

Wudertaking} Om AGtive SerViCG..i.0..c..ccsccecsesecdveccccvesecsdecouc| scaceeeds eoetes eaieian see 13 14 5 
Macquarie River Investigation .............. aliisigieistinesreres nrsoctasanobal medsgesasedteae ull HRaARe sebeaooee Teen 0 

hapsandansocene: | lis aeedeueconconnee 9,775 15 6 
aeGA MERE PORUTUOU, Wu ojos caer racsaates tease snctensesseoss socese|. 4. aes peoateawces ; 3916 8 
SEAL eres | 88 4086 By. 4 | £9,735 18 10 


Statement No. 4. 


EXPENDITURE AND Recerprs—Puertic Works Funp purina 1922-23. 


Credit Balance 
Particulars and Vote. Ist July, 1922,and| Expenditure. 
Appropriation, . 
Saeed sod 
Wentworth Irrigation Area: —Concrete lining of portion of channels and 
completing levees for the protection of the Area .........sccesseeseceenseeee 3,484 15 0 1,592 2 5 
Wentworth Irrigation Area :—To provide for the erection of a new Store 
HVGOLT segiiceatonis + cree coe ceareree ieee tne tee testis eceetasereeee sot sostssenevenmecial . 4000-09 0 3 ome Game L 
' £3,934 15 0 | £1,970 8 6 


| Collections. 


Statement No. 5. 


Spro1aL Deposits AccoUNT—TRANSACTIONS DURING 1922-23. 


Credit Balance, Receipts, Payments, Credit Balance, 

Account. 1st July, 1922. 1922-23, 1922-93. | 30th June, 1923. 

a oe a. €. e\send £0 ax d: rarer: | 

Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas Working Account 4,108 17 4 390,818 18 10 383,542 9 1 EBS8oer7) 1 

Unclaimed Salaries and Wages Account ............ 2.9 35m te LL 263 6 5 75 12 10 3,121 1 6 

Security and Contract Deposits Account ........... 340° 056 BOQ: Seb 841 10 6 1,950 15 I 

Stamp Duty Suspense Account ............sesseeeeeee 530 14 9 998 12 11 895 2 8 634 5 9 

Registration Fees. Account.:.........ss0+.ecesscnssscers SPE re Si, Lon.O 20 2 6 67 13. 6 

Suspense Account ......... EEOC Ea euess ches Roads WOH As 158 19 9 160 7 II 169 ll 2 149 16 6 
894,581) 7 2 385,544 8 9 


1081 
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Statement No. 6. 


Dara, oF EXPENDITURE FROM Heap Orrick LoAN Votes FoR YEAR ENDED 30TH JoNR, 1923. 


£ 38. 4. £ ¢#4 
Water Act— : ‘ 7 
Burren Bore Water Trust ...........0se00 EEE OLY hatiaascasenmonngectecececan 199 5 6 
Polly Brewon No. 1 Bore Water Trust  ....sccsesssscecseseeseseetcrecnseeeecters 510 4 
Supervision and Salaries ..3.;.c.2...scacscncdacdsecesenctostendcvdsccevere Dieatouante st 302 6 3 
Meroxdod! Bore Waiter Drugs .i.:.s.ctscsccscccgnascsearcrcosseameseaes Peart cieen Tt 13 10 
Quambone Bore Water Crust. cccc.isccccsescenibects teestassesnesewssasctarenaaiinare Tis 19 9 
Narbs, Bore Water Trost:.t2%s...2,asencsesestaasatea en ecuset ieee tesateaeuuasedaueens 784 7 11 
Polly Brewon No. 2 Bore Water Trust.........ccccscsssssscscrescacecececsrenencs 118 18 0 
OHreungh ‘Bore. cocssscssvsescest ss: iasesas sabes bet Weeaueles vases: Weer cueeteaemisessenes 1,616 16 6 
Quilbone BoresWater Tras: .iccckcticescaatakancen hasan spac ee tan careacenseme es 2,966 14 2 
Yanko, Colombo and Billabong Creeks Water Trust — ...........esesseeeeenee 190 19 6 
Bardogs Water List ..ccascersactestesessstess taeege ttuscsseateeuipetoesesecevasere 113 5 
Marrowie Creek, Water Trust <.iccsvscccscntasstesstsieaseaveasstarttressseontonrons’: 2,310 19 1 
Uldhpa Water Trusts.:...icscccccesssevegt sented sas behaneleaGeieticectnapeeratapeuntae 543 4 5 
9,766 8 8 
Credits— 
Bellata Bore Repayments .........csscecsseseecvecseees Aoncuceondseaede AB IcEHBIBAC ies 638 3 0 
Goanbra Bore Repavinemtssiscss.cesceeevast ss sat ceneeas ravetaeitanetaanasuadtanaets : 121 1 10 
Stock Account ..... Songs CG Lctigon nace henodnocark ccc aduccn enococdecunacd Adticoc orga 8415 1 
ene aa 258 19 11 
Net Water Act Expenditure ......ccccccscecseees] © aeons Reabake £9,507 8 9 
[eens enn haieiesdhidiensceniatideeiniaicatii emma oaicoetall 
Shallow Boring— 
Supervision, &C. .......cccseseoeeese aieaubavadesdteesesavas i euauanaccesecten oe Viuastaced 23,361 10 7 
AE CCB anaarieer bahioL pices BB CORTE IS Ra DBO ASAE oOR A HSrICE deco ine mos plosUnaSneBeeais cod dsobua: 14,900 13 3 
Bg Fs Ae OR eo Ee Aero nEN GRA POOR ocnAC rE car eea Ade onrreor aos noiod dec pguou0 Miss 1,866 6 5 
Adinsthien’ Accovnt. ...555) civerssnssosscasendtevenaacsacastausssunarers Wabvatavese: HE) Ge 
a 40,155 15 10 
Credits— 
Repayment by Settlers wii... ccscacasceeccnesseves BREE decOL acu paorrnconins cuir 25,690 10 1 


pe 25,690 10 1 


Net Shallow Boring Expenditure .......1.ss06+. pan thaeenai’ £14,465 5 9 
cs 


Statement No. 7. 


Net Expenpiture FRoM VoTEs, CoNTINGENCIES, AND SALARIES, FoR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH Junz, 1923. 


Contingencies. Salaries. 
at Seco ~ 98. a Ee. Gt £ » d. 
Surveys and River Gauging— ae ; 

BEVCr GaUping  Garicsiyisissesecscsssosedensssses 2,141 3 8 2,578 3 9 
Tnstrament ACCONNE .21.1:..2sersesssacsseasseace LAT TS 293) Se | ey ae i meee cece eccrine 
Camp Equipment Account ..cccsisesceseeeeeees ¥53--8-11) | = fo. aebasiesases 
Murray River Investigation ...........0..ssseee 81 0 5 23 9 3 
INine-=milevA Tea Wase coaenus sosconee ccoteerinecaceess 735 16 3 952 5 5 
Marrowie Creek Water Trust .............s000 38 7 1 018 3 
Billabong Creek Water Trust iv...s.ci.c00c000| a eae sees 110 O 
Current Meter Rating Station.............0.0008+ 229 12 6 2 2 6 
Great Ana-branch Water Trust ............... 3 3 0 26 1 10 
Burrandone Data sins. ssscescoveiesaeeeteeee|, «| awesesseces 729 15 11 
Conbogolong Bore Water Trust .....c....00060|  seeeeeeeeees 4 311 
Myangala Dam Investigation ............ses0008 2617 4 118 19 7 
Lachlan River Investigation ..........00.-000+ 1315 5 9 5 8 
Lachlan River Water Trust ..............0.00008 156 8 10 182 3 3 
Edwards River Investigation .............0000. 2 Oe, 314 2 
Burrinjuck Surplus Lands Administration... 0 17 10 82 2 6 
Ulonga’ Water Erust x ..cctevs ccessccesectachvereasien mune sertinnemns 113 3 
Hunter River Investigation ........0c..serseeees EO Oo ee es Geeta 
Yanko Coook Water Trugt visissdiwaveaciery) — seseessyeocs 95 0 7 
Gol Gol Irrigation Ava acivivtiictesscsseseseh] cee esedenene 61 6 3 
Midkip. Bore. Water Drastic cere] ccc coedeuese 811 5 
Sandy Creek and Old Man Creek Investiga- 

110) SC ne EneAr ECO eBORericdnnnccaEscontancosunocs| | Buconosohuse 919 6 
Wakool Irrigation Area .....c.ccssacssooncternaae|  ¥edeba ¥en 29 9 8 
Thule Creek Investigation .eccsccecceecaueeeee | 51 4 10 68 9 8 
Wakool Thule Creek Investigation ........+6.. 1 5 3.1 
Warragamba Investigation ........:sccecsscovce]| ev davtannere 214 6 
Namoi River Irrigation Area ...........c0ce00e WE SB Scnonson ce 122 9 10 
Pwo-tarle Point Weir iic..c.screy daisies socssveacosl | |. eatanbanaeee 616 8 
Murray River Land Settlement Proposals...) ...sseseaeee 513 19 5 
Darling River Investigation vavcesiteccedeed] © ccaeaveeeees 1611 0 
Poon Boon Water Tush” x...0eciseceateenveh  erdgeckeoete i AE 
Bardoga Water Trash Sinsccecocecctesecsssewsel © vsaveareeues 4 AT 6 
Gwydir River Investigation .......cccccsvecsecee]  acaevvoves® 37h) s 
Little Merran Creek Water Trust..c.cccccccses] tenesssenene 22 6 


3,758 18 2 j-——— 5,707 12 7 


Carried forward 7" ove 3,758 18 2 6,707 12 7 = 
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Statement No. 7—continued. 


CONTINGENOINS AND SaLARIBS—continued, 


1083 


Contingeneies. Salaries, 
SB & = sod. £ 8. d. £ a. C3 
Hroaght forward) tesitbisscts tices Orcetareasy: Spr 6) Ea toe We ihe aera one 5,707 12 7 
Artesian Water Investigation— 
Artesian Water Investigation .........ssscs000 2,277 13. 11 288 13 11 
Bore Trusts Administration ..............se0c00s 774 4 3 215-99 
Repairs and Renewals Deep Boring Plants... SOUS Gee lc ee 1) a eek tke tiwsstsaccs 
Lower Quambone Bore Water Trust ......... 181 14 9 2915 3 
Repairs and Renewals Tractor Plant ......... ayia Gre Oe me Bei iess cee 
Quabathoo Bore: Water Trtist. .ixscacicecsessesoet Sacdevaeance 125° 28 2 
Engineer for Boring, Motor Car Upkeep OL LS oe Oe ae Rae Res sscareses 
LRNOUGR ONE dace ccrsaghcamtecspeaserivaessssoesl 94g eueky cade 40 ll 6 
Shallow Boring generally ...........cesceeseeeees 82 6 10 733 13 2 
Coonamble Farm Bore .......cscesssessesceeeeees 2395 2 OF es a) OM LIL Sescccccecse 
Womboyne Bores, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 ..........4 340 18 9 43 15 9 
Bugilbone Bore Water Trust © ....c.sssccsceseve|  saseescseces 319 7 
POpAMGY HOLE (PrOpased): wrescsctesvssteacnene)  evecaccenece wy Py al 
Cowra Experiment Farm Bore ............00: sesesseesees Hy ale) 48) 
——___—_—| 6,249 18 7 |_—_—__j{__ 1,185 0 6 
Maintenance, &c.— ; 
Engineers’ Contingencies ..........cscesessseeees 235) Ome 4; |e MN scorers. : 
Water Rights Administration .................. 451 1 1 532 6 10 
Warren Weir and Locality ..........s.secsceees 486 8 1 0 12.3 
Lake Cargellico, Maintenance ............06008: 45613 5 o 11) 2 
BUIR WE DV VOLE rees cick cee piwensescdssscogacadedeteoth | | “Sbapsaesises 116 0 
Maintenance, Eagle Creek Cutting and 
uel AGOTME Met ccecenny eocteieseiecsatsneecnes 260 1S ie] | eae Me Lots cng cr es 
Hillston Weir, Maintenance .................000. 1 Wa AF Pea eee 
Booligal Weir, Maintenance ............sses008 Poh OR Ata oe Te OR ee ear: 
Water Trusts Administration ................. 419 5 43 4 9 
Penrith Weir, Maintenance ..........s..sseceeee TOES TSS SPame Sas REO RES. ee 
Condobolin Weir Construction ..............0665 140 18 2 12 4 8 
Bumbuggin Creek Weir .............sccecseeeceees 1263003 15 5 5 
Removal of Timber Rafts from the Mac- 
WYGaIS WNIVCLN Sue te sere acute sstecsetes cceseae ss SOP OP Mee | [2.5 eccere 
Condobolin Weir, Maintenance.............00006 Dae ce le ie ae ee wy foe Pecos ec ccnrs 
2,108 14 3 611 1 1 
Head Office Contingencies— 
Secretary’s Contingencies ..........sssseereseeees 2,725 13 10 
Stationery and Printing..............sessssceseeees 1,355 2 9 
Rleneral Supervision! ...s.cccccssescasaansessceess 719 14 8 
Commissioner’s Motor Car Upkeep ............ 409 5 3 
Epa Ose sea aos cis gp mnadiens ops nee one 1,586 15 4 
OMICOTNGBIPMCI Sessa sie seesacesaviesteeteviese ses 13 4 4 
SAREME SOO GUE) scp din dps sds smana> cin tosnysesces sees: 36 11 5 
Head Office Furniture saissecreesece-cesoes 13 19 3 
Seismograph Experiments  .......css0ssseseeees 88 4 9 
——— 6,948 11 7 
Hay Irrigation Area .......cc000 eH eR NORED 2,436 18 9 2,436 18 9 113 18 4 11318 4 
Curlwaa Irrigation Area ........ ED ee ite ee 4,301 15 8 4,301 15 8 331 8 5 331 8 5 
River Murray Commission Claims Account ......;  seeveseseeee | weet e wena ees 205 19 8 205 iy 8 
Department of Public Works Claims Account ... 417 4 417 4 23 2a 28 2 5 
Adjustment Account ..........ssesees nepossntancaacoande 43 16 3 C3) Ne) “Bi MN eAsegehesse || | -aqgodanogocr: 
Salaries not otherwise apportioned .......ccccceeeeee]  ceeeneeeeees | sa new eee eense 22,171 12 11 22,171 12 11 
oopadasoraLs 25,853 10 7 cosmneipEEda0 30,354 15 11 
Net expenditure from Contingencies s.issssessssssessscesceesencesseesenees £25,853 10 7 
Net expenditure from Salaries.............006 etientoo nooGodugododconeanioanone 30,354 15 11 


Statement No. 8. 
Hay anp Cuor~waa Irrigation AREAS—EXPENDITURE DURING 1922-23 FRoM ConsotipatEp REVENUE Funp. 


Expenditure 1922-23, 


Particulars. Particulars, Expenditure 1922-23, 

eee ere. ee nN ee ee ee 
Hay Irrigation Area. pee Ourlwaa Irrigation Area. oon 
Management..s.csceesserssseersecescve senses 79 18 1 Management ....-.seccersseesccscenescsoees 200 ; 6 
Maintenance ...........cssscerecccvcceereses 600 13 4 Maintenance ......seceeccecceesessecenee ces 1,906 Z Hi 
NSCOR BUIURY® chiasvevctecsddsescesscderens 1,756 7 4 Water Suppl yi csacissancsiecsdenvesvacssees Loe ee 

New Works .oc..vcscsecsvcrncceseecroes oienf 2 eee wees FNew WOrKS .....ccrcsscccecreccseioveesonss 40 

Total Expenditure ........+++ £2,436 18 9 Total Expenditure ..........0++ £4,301 15 8 


ss TT 
er 
L* Bor expendituce front General Loan Asoount, soe Statement No, 2, 5 | 
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APPENDIX A—continued. 


4,0 


Statement No. 9. 


Ifay Irrigation AREA—EXPENDITURE FROM CoNSOLIDATED REVENUE AND Pusiic Works Funps, atso REVENUE, 
COLLECTED FOR THE PAST ELEVEN YEARS. ; 


Year. 


1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 


Expenditure. 
Maintenance. Improvements. Total. 
£ 8. dk £ oes. 23 
1,318 4 0 3,448 3 4 4,766 
2,025 9 10 1,131 17 0 3,157 
1,879 13 8 818 4 7 5 Ae ef 
1,825 10 9 557 19 7 2,383 
1,181 8 0 122 8 8 1,303 
1,509 5 7 4714 5 1,557 
2216 2 9 | 445 11 11 2,661 
2,625 7 5 | 102 6 1 2427 
2,938 16 11 254 8 4 3,193 
2,824 14 7 SAsTS | 2,827 
2436 18 OO |) es aa eee | 2,436 


— 
ooh | 


WADOWFEWO 


— 
oo 


Revenue. 
£48. “d 

1,969 3 1 
1,801 4 5 
1,484 17 6 
1,693 17 6 
1,857 2 6 
1,597 1 11 
2,024 2 6 
2,089 8 7 
2,637, 6 1a 
2,445 12 11 
2,391 15 4 


Statement No, 10 


Curtwaa IRRIGATION AREA—EXPENDITURE FROM CONSOLIDATED REVENUE AND Pusiic Works Fonps, 
ALSO REVENUE COLLECTED FOR THE PAST SIXTEEN YEARS. 


Expenditure. 
Year. as Revenue, 
Maintenance. Improvements. Total 
s ase 

£ nS. els £ Samet. Ls ale £:.ne-md: 
1907-8 880 15 5 219 13 4 1,100 8 9 326 150 ao: 
1908-9 1,011 18 4 63 era eG 1,075 2 10 585 15 11 
1909-10 987 17 10 447 15 0 1,435 12 10 624 4 8 
1910-11 Ao Aldine 2,557 Ti 1 3,775 14 4 710 19 7 
1911-12 1,607 1 11 979. 2. <3 2,586. 4 2 1,012 1 6 
1912-13 1,440 8 ll 1,149 13 7 2,590 2 6 1,201, 12550 
1913-14 1,599 14 5 Lalo Tt 35 3,019 11 10 1,39 soa 
1914-15 2,641 6 2 779 10 11 3,420 17 1 1,429 1 4 
1915-16 2,389 6 1 308 16 3 2,698 2 4 1,736 14 2 
1916-17 1,905 9 9 944 12 3 2,850 2 0 1,980 8 9 
1917-18 1,827 515° 2 1,756 3 10 3,583 19 O 1,583 8 6 
1918-19 2,137 6 4 1,408 3 9 3,045 10 51 1,837 4 0 
1919-20 2,651 3 8 2,697 14 7 5,348 18 3 2,296 seas 
1920-21 4,253 12 6 S500) mL 8,104 13 7 2,508 15 11 
1921-22 4,700 10 5 353 17 11 5,054 8 4 2,597 16 4 
1922-23 3,899 15 1 402 0 7 4,301 15 8 2,932 4 2 
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APPENDIX B, 
AL 


APPENDIX B, 
MURRUMBIDGEE IRRIGATION AREAS. 
Balance Sheet as at 30th June, 1923. 


Interest on Works under Con- 


920559 LL 


struction to 30th June, 1923 9,069 16 7 Less Advances paid 
Se 356,594 10 0 from Capital o..<<+; 1,772,372 18 3 
Pateresh on Overdraft —.. .i..0. yo scsrerseoes ; 62,557 14 3 Stocks— 148,218 12 10 
Statutory Charges— General and Works in pro- 
Interest on Capital, lst July, : BLESS vee, ar Eee Ta 147,433 0 1 
1915, to 30th June, 1923 —......... oC 1,782,662 12 11 tee 995.651 12 11 
Sinking Fund, Ist July, Cinneiclisnemiee ws dh. oat 5 
1915; to 30th June, 1923 sais duencees 132,659 10 9 aN. 


Stocks paid 


from Capital 60,427 18 8 


Advance for 


Liabilities, £ Sad. £ a. Assets. £ 8... Clams a, Gl 
To Capital— By Burrinjuck Dam, including 
General Loan Account ......... 7,470,578 13 1 Plant and Lande c.eccce 1,438,959 19 10 
Public Works Fund .......... cee Oso LOsaome i Goondah Railway ............ 65,568 12 11 
Consolidated Revenue Ac- Main Canal and Weir at 
COUN GM daceatras eens enem ue who 4,035 2 7 Berembed . é io LS Toe 8.) 4 
——_ --—-- Acquisition Gfiitand* fet .o 912,273 16 11 
7,653,929 19 3 Improvements and Expenses 
Outstanding fin fa! de of, Subdivision 024).... 06.35 147,259 4 38 
Vouchers—- Contour Surveys and Draft- 
General Loan TEV sa eniorte BORE CESOE: TAPAS AGD No eriSes® WO 1G 
Account 204,074 13 5 Channels—Construction, &c, 1,026,919 12 1 
Less Out- Roads, Streets, &¢.— 
standing Construction, SCN eas 198,406 7 7 
Credit Clearing Townships and 
Vouchers... 842 12 2 aust curse ttinaseeeetabe cee eis) Gye we 
203.2020 lee Fencing Roads, Channels,&c. 47,761 6 8 
Creditors for Land Resumed 4,000 0 O Offices, Accommodation, 
ape ——— House, Dwellings, &c. 216,417 10 1 
7,861,162 0 6 Hire Services sacauatecncnrs 1,334 5 5 
Less Losses on Trading Canning Factory .. ........06. 186,115.13 3 
Accounts prior to 30th Canning Factory at Griffith 
June, 1915, financed in course of erection ...... 11,036 18 10 
from General Loan Ac- Machinery for Canning Fac- 
count to be transferred WOLY at QU aeecy eacecscece 9,955 9 4 
and Rebate to M.I.D.F. Electrical Power Stations, &c. 106,066 0 5 
Co-op. Soe., on taking Water Supplies, Mains, &. 65,421 1 11 
over Butter and Bacon : INGTUESePIESI Gere acteeeaseeonee es G52 alee: 
Factories to be voted 28,424 3 9 Cattle Pound and Saleyards 2,935 3 2 
—_—_—_-—+_—___—. 7, 832,737 16 9 Sewerage Depéts..............5 2 O00R Te 6 
Consolidated Revenue Ac- Rolling and Working Plant 
eount— Eirod! VMeWAaDRGEUS. onqgae Rodone 126,317 15 7 
Net Expenditure at Trea- Stocks for Construction ...... 60,427 18 8 
SHIN Mrmtanicraieivessosseaeraaee ss 45,523 16 0 Advances to Settlers ......... 1,772,372 18 3 
Add OaeGnding Vouchers 37 19 3 Railway Sidings) ..........606+6 15,583 14 1 
Transfer from Capital ..... w 20,424 3° 9 QUALTICS He catecdecetensmadercnnte se 3,854 1 0 
—_——— 68,985 19 0 Supervision Assets ........... 1,230 10 4 
Special Deposits" Account— Deep Ploughing—Investiga- 
Outstanding Vouchers ,,,... 112,215 11 2 tion) Mxpensesieaecescrnas 899 15 5 
Pease, Credit -S- a. d. Advances to provide Work- 
Balance at ing Capital and Stocks ... 155,000 0 0 
Treasury...11,385 7 1 ecm cape 
Collections in wae 7,832,737 16 9 
Transit ... 7,304 13 9 Less Depreciation ...., . 147,584 8 ll 
18,690. 0 10 Sundry Debtors— —— —-—- 7, 685,153 7 10 
= 93,525.10 4 Mortgage and Instalments 1,613,158 12 4 
Security EN oad a eee sais . 35 0 0 Live Stock and Short — ; a 
Reserves—Bad Debts........ 06.000 ceeseeseeees 2,106 9 7 Lams oss seerereree reese ses 38,274 2 2 
General Revenue Account— and Rentals and Water ts 
Balance at 30th June, 1915 a... seas 7,797 6 5 Rates wesc ceeereereeeees 226,370 0 10 
Interest Suspense Account— Town Block Rentals ...... 9,063 0 10 
Interest at 30th June, 1915 347,524 13 5 Sundry Debtors «4.0.0... 36,725 14 11 


Working 
Capital paid 
from 
Capital...... 155,000 0 alt 
218,427.18 8 
Suspense Account— a 80,223 14 3 
Crown Dues Remissions... 30,189 5 2 
General Suspense...... San eno 10,654 10 4 - 
Lucerne Compensation ———_ 40,843 15 6 
Claims and Expenses....., 44,332 12 5 
Soldiers’ Farms Competitions 84 8 5 
Allowance to M.I.D.F. 
Co-ops Soce) LGA cannes 5,000 0 0 
Scientific Investigations ... 926 12 5 
Revenue Account— ee 50,343 13 3 
Loss to 30th June, 1922 1,829,923 17 3 
Loss for year ending 30th 
ajith. EUR csranopenagaaos 287,210 11 6 
Loss incurred on account 
previous years, now es- 
tablished Aukwiklersstans 9,569 0 5 
Accrued Interest— =) 120. 00amon 2 
Interest on Capital to 30th 
diene, WON aacm sanconencesan 347,524 138 5 
Interest on Works under 
Gonstruetion wars seesissens 9,069 16 7 
-——_—-——-_ 356,594 10 0 
£10,339,662 10 0 £10,339,662 10 0 


ed 


—_—_———_——— ———— ———— ee 


a | 
igs 
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GENERAL REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 301TH JUNE, 1928. 


TRADING. . 
Gross Profit. Gross Loss. Net Profit, Net Loss. 
& 8. vd. £ si d ae: eC £.> 38, di 
Domestic Water Supply—Leeton and Yanco......., DOB 32 Gh Sage erates he akg, .aedaneaa 1,282 10 10 
9 99 —Griffith eed eee ee eee eeeereeee| j= +eenee Dheoee 971 5 6 OC aeeeee 1,205 8 4 
oe ss S— WN CNG sc asacoc ita aneeaaatnle @ toe aeeee Zot BO Moa fees raasrs: oe 492 17 3 
House and Property Rentals—Leeton and Yanco.. 606-13\ 42..|!\ Wowace. Wee lune mee cones 3,126 0 4 
AS 9% SARTUAUCD sce scustussrseees alee deewenaanee ne OG od 8 Mig ai ee naneutaee 1,842 110 
“Hydro,” beetons 4 aie: aver ceases atsqaiasen ones tonsttens Fan Ben one 490 U4 6 a) eee eee eee 1,708 19 9 
<¢ Mirrool House, (Griihith Boscca:cccuan hie eurusseete ee | Manner eee ee 2456s daa eer eee cee 4,470 14 3 
Nursery =e eton scsi aia rin vane cava sia seaicoueseap ene p, oceans 2 AOS iQ) 02a Mammen y ctastsat ee 2,896 6 0 
» —Griffith ...... se ae deg Wane ce dunar na Seusoetees eet 1,404.19. 74.9) > Sees. Ree 756 10 10: | > i.e 
Sanitation Venda 5. dicnejoeissctevaneesonineodearainmadiige coserdnenste 206 993. 25.4) east tes 245 19 10 
35 S=Grithth viscstssssee Pe ae 19) 80 old 3] Meee ocho eee 99. 7. Bo) eb areeeeene 
ne —Leeton... cscs. Kicantaaeans cokes Mlluaeon cog 134298 21:09) Se caes ca 133 11 40: |) ieee eee 
Electrical Powerstiouses;secc.-scr.teeas creer ieee: AQ08 15 22.3) taeeat. ect eee eae aecineanes 848 5 10 
Canning Bactory ics incest cessancee Sinan laaiea sagas 3294 TO Naf alo | aie ecsiecnese 295 18 11 9) 2 epee Seo 
Dry Ares Rew tale ry, chsh. 1. scnees ssc nesseeehteeeeey nace 4104.59 7 0ln) W Srescccooamee 4,304. 9) (Or) “Siiocgeseerean 
Commissioner's Crops s. isos unestatas ivauses oe abigatsieeces DH ty A. A eos edccee 218 4 | | lasveeens 
£/ 22,566 16 11 6,648 210 M2 3) eters ccuans } ang ananeten ‘ 
Dedwet-Grons L088 sa aiecsceieeossetenniecunesie £ 6,648 10 224 eres | | cea i 
Gross Profit, excluding interest ...,......... Eh oe), 91S 6 BO yt een cnetes Benen age oat Weds saens 
Gly at hivatiazesses 2y |? ONE eene. eat -b,411 72 6 18,119 4 3 
Deduct Net Prot . i. 2.c.cns somone vans £ Ree wee WRO | Rivcciain | (ia Sacrigesande 5,411 2 96 
Balance, being Net Trading Loss carried 
hf RET Rae eee ene th gry ne or Ala Rene coe INT -caqumetees Re ata bet 12,708 1 9 


To Expenses Incidental to Distribution 
of Water— 
Berembed Weir Maintenance..... 572 0 10 
Channel Maintenance .. .....,...... 5,324 19 3 
Drainage Ns Mt se osseeneuta 8,812 10 11 
Main Canal) @ @ (Geese 8,580 ll 4 
Noxious Weeds Destruction ...... 2,416 13 10 
Telephone Maintenance ............ 1,601 13 8 
Water Distribution .................. 16,930 17 10 
», Expenses Ineidental to Land and 

Settlement— 

Land Administration ............... 8,916 1 6 
Township Watering and Main- 

CODANCE Pe ecaeatccrec camer eeeee 1,979 13 5 
Road Plantation Maintenance ... 894 4 6 
Road and Structure __,, .. 4,015 19 11 
Land Settlement........:..0s5..00e- 6,513 16 9 
Barrier Fence Maintenance ........ 3/0) 1570 
Rabbit Destruction ..........c0.0.0.6 2,200 12 0 


»» Expenses Ineidental to Administration, &e.— 


Supervision Expenses and Salaries 26,175 6 9 
Executive Board Expenses......... 1,102 4 6 
Bush-fire Prevention ........ ...... 362 0 5 
Loss on Re-gazettal and Upkeep 

of Vacant Farms ...iiscececessceee 2,081 19 3 


Balance, being Administrative Surplus for year, 
exclusive of Interest Charges..........cs000. Ba vaisise 


», Interest for Current Year— 
Interest on Capital ..........:0ccs008 373,848 10 8 
Overdraft» diese 5. s0us » 16,687 0 5 


Contribution to Sinking Fund ... 24,901 18 7 
£415,437 9 8 
Less Interest debited to Trading 
Section 


30,011 17 7 


HORT eee eee ree ese Heerer ere eee 


Net Lose carried down from Trading Section ,... 


34,239 7 8 


24,891 3 1 


29,721 10 11 


By 


—__. ——— _____. 


88,852 1 8 
110,923 2 4 


—_— 


£199,775 4 


ee 


385,425 12 1 
12,708 1 9 


£398,133 13 10 


SU LO OE ET 


Earfings from Distribution of Water— 
Water Ratés and Charges ........ iene woaes 
Harnings from Gand Settlement— 
Lease Rentals .......000: aa en begen ven eee 
Sundry Earnings Sas 
Miscellaneots Revenue... 4,491 4 7 
Interest: inencencd weenie 83,017, 12 2 


Difference between rate of interest charged 


to Soldier Settlers on assistance up to 
£625 and the current rate of interest 
charged tc Settlers, viz., 64 per cent....... 


By Administrative Surplus brought down ...... 


Balance, being net loss for 1922-23 carried 
down ... 


© COC ree eeeere eOGeetevevenere Cereeece OC ,eenee 


& s.d. 


36,159 3 6 
67,061 16 7 


87,508 16 9 


9,045 7 2 


ee 


£199,775 4 0 


110,923 2 4 
287,210 11 6 


£398,133 13 10 
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GENERAL Revenue Account for twelve months ended 30th June, 1923—continued. 


ADMINISTRATIVE—continued, 


can 8, Gy Salis Cs 
To Balance brovight down.....sssseeesiseeseres 287,210 11 6 | By Balance transferred to General Revenue 
9 
y, Losses incurred of account of previous Years— ACOOUME s+ sseseeotionnsi ee Se rea fe es 1» 296,079 1T 
SS UR ds 


Loss in Building Soldiers’ Houses 5,035 0 8 
Canning Factory, 

Leeton, realisa- 

tion of stocks 

packed prior to £4) Bad: 

30th June, 1921 2,948 10 8 
Interest ........ is) acl eeoe So 1 


—— 4,333 19 9 


9,369 0 5 


£296,579 11 11 £296,579 11 11 


APPENDIX C. 


Water Distrinution Branca. 
Crops Watered, Season 1922-23. 


Yanco Mirrool /|Total both Yanco Mirrool |Total both 
Area, Area, Areas, . Area, Area. Areas, 
1922-23, 1922-23, | 1922-23, 1922-23. | 1922-23. 1922-23, 
acres. acres. acres. 
acres. acres. | acres. ROCs GASES Weck. .sodiseovtierecores 10 20 30 
OBER cre wes averse berber sees sk thabes sds ns 5,845 5,445 | 11,290 CLONE Aecssesdessiecccsevesttttoseeety ll 184 195 
WAR. Siva settsikbes the acsteers shoes 937 3,246 4,183 Peanuts” sc.ccasssccscecesssaseiveesscen os 1 1 
Grass, stubble; GC. .24sc..0s0000 50088 9,075 7,560 | 16,635 Aimbed Canes. cish.0sscu+sseieasssesaes 65 79 144 
SbOMO TWIG sees tacnes sac csceteatences 3,188 2,483 5,671 COBO. rs Parana Seca neclte hoselseaee 5: 2 5 
WUGETNG: 4. socivdsscaeod-sivetePerentt- 2,411 2,009 4,420 Planters’ friend) v.cccscssescsecessnss 103 ae 103 
Wiheatacinascitiametcedsscdee cts .sests 1,539 2,701 4,240 RICO. ecceashicceet hep ssecereeee th sakbecs 3 1 4 
SORSMUIUT. Seeeisvecaetssapeanehesesss 740 208 948 KGHRE COTM) ciacecesscecsssseseeeoeses ais oi as 
COPS, Fite site en scons Cur garawe atest» 1,669 2477 3,846 SACCaline 6. scresivs conesasehethecsens 9 sire 9 
1B: 8 1 nd Qo BORER Ie Seca HASe RG seca 76 76 Mixed eropssiescecsestss-sacccsstee si: a rie Bes 
AEP GES A 2k cis0sian sateen sg ab Uae iens bb oc}< 968 “419 1,387 NUFESEY STOCK 9A. coocceireceonse 24 eee 24 
UCI CLASS ~ isieeuvesonsseensesees’ 1,858 916, 2,774 Klephant: 8as8  .....600se.0snceesese 22 500 22, 
TODACCOM saciicccaese ses scstahghedsay ets its 5 5 Medere tay cisco sassshaneuacssaoasuess 10 jas 10 
WIM RIZOR es cnc cusses Rovere rsey see ee see 638 272 910 Bigehecsesscc asec onscsaetectsessvosessces oes 12 12 
Wegetables ....cicssccsssesee nesece cn 501 221 722 IR VORE TASS seemnnsessddesscceereceastcens 40 bo 40 
PINON. aecu cs cues snes «ores arasie cases 481 627 1,108 WEA AAOM IP ss ciate eesoes sce cst eeiis vacate , 
Quinces, apples, pears ............ 72 289 SOL I) COW PCAs co. ts rcrsstotercrectsnsessycse 
PRADA UA sx; viv i5er oat eseaveasveriees. 1,164 464 | 1,628 SSS 
PTAMIO LTASS tisversvivaesversnivees on 13 13 MO ba Sites vawsieeee 31,462 | 29,354 | 60,816 


Norr.—Average water used per acre of crop watered :—Yanco, 1-5 acre-feet; Mirrool, 1-9 acre-feet, 


Acre-feet. 
Total water used on Yanco Area, 1922-23 ..... Se aOR cette arabes RW eaten a berexs sles Singin s SanTeN SPUN eee EED #008 one eereee ser peau 46,579 
», attached water rights of farms irrigated on Yanco ‘Area, BOASON 192Z2—23.........ccrcccvceoscvsscvees Ree iscswee selon 33,202 
» water rights of farms granted on Yanco Area ........1..04. Moab be setae teehee cunt aa Ce man Renee Tavis , yee Seeaeeuss 33,487 

& #8 d, 

Revenue from gazetted water rights on Vanco Area ..cccsiccccssssecusessuesecenenecssneereuennes 10,723 0 O 
+: additional water supplied on Yanco Area, season 1922-23 Saoobadcqocupactiic 4,813 0 O  cissceoees 16,424 

Vota ie. sies con cetaes Leb taN i elnestbnrscesnceneenys £15,586 0 0 
Total water used on Mirtool Atea, 1922-23 ....cc.cscesseeeeuee ieseens We ceca vaah vor teRehaaeesNcotuiie site steeunes os Seatreniat ete 8 OOg EL 
oA rights of farms granted, Mirrool Area ..... Abeer anbeeGmrseevese AaSBES SCOR HOH SBOSCRCROCDCE ¥ aereteences pa ... 936,161 

s. d. 

Revenue from gazetted water rights on Mirtool Area _..... iasiosenssst¥eakenb eves Gaeaaarets swt » 10,533 0 0 
_ additional water supplied on Mirrool Area, 1922-23 wssecsessevsererrrererreres BLE OO seseeseseees 22,115 

4 £16,849 0 0 
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APPENDIX D. 


Lreton METEOROLOGICAL Data. (M.D. 1.) 
; Wind. 
i i Evapora- 
(See alco M.D. 2.) pip el deen tion. rare: : 
1922-1923. as ; Humidity 
District 
g T trial. A = 
1922-23. Piers Screen. (See also M.D. 3.) Total. Sabre 
32 years. | 
Month, l -F sae Mean. 
Points. | Points. ae Maximo, Mi nie Minimum. Minin Minimum.) Inches. Miles. 
{ 
df kg eanonaptondbda! 154 166 56°2 66°5 20:2 eel erie 34°4 22° 1:066 987 80°5 
ANUSUSt ccescaeeeeees Wal 161 58-0 66-0 Do enol 33°5 28-0 1-501 729 73-0 
September ceeedaaes 109 156 66:6 78:0 44-6 | 36:9 37:0 30:3 2-483 1,345 58:5 
October ise: cseeene es 88 151 76:7 97°5 47:6 | 36:6 41-9 30-0 4-869 1,761 53-0 
November........... ee 115 84-7 102-0 53-3 | 42-0 49-2 38-4 8-355 2,537 42-7 
December .......... 251 “1 121 86:1 98-0 62-5 50:5 53°9 41:5 8-859 2,603 52-2 
‘JANUALY nus ccseser ss 23 129 87:5 100-2 62:4 51:5 53-7 40°5 8-823 22962 50-2 
We bruaryaeeseaeeets aphes 80 93-6 1105 64-2 |°' 52- 54:7 40:0 7564 1,089 58:5 
Marchirosasstet ore 7 131 86:1 97°] 59-9 | 46-5 54-0 42-0 6°697 1,400 60:5 
ADHlhemcens santas Bee 114. 79-0 85-1 54-6 | 41-0 45-2 35-2 3 831 836 57:3 
May pee 92 132 66-7 79-0 49-2 36:8 41-4 27:8 2-771 1,741 67-6 
J UNCceese eer 533 219 56-9 74:5 46-4 36-0 40:6 27-0 1-688 1,119 80:8 
Totals and Annual) 
Means.. .... 1,384 1,675 74:8 51-9 45:0 58-507 1,534 61-2 
Rainfall. (M.D. 2.) 
| ne Years, 
Month. ' | q : or . 
| 1913-14. | 1914-15. | 1915-16. 1916-17. 1917-18. 1918-19. 1919-20. 1920-21. 1921-22, 1922-23. 
JULY tec deeasckesents 63 36 164 195 198 94 34 276 54 154 
AUPSUSL Mesceaitesc: 84 10 240 354 242 251 44 261 163 127 
September......... 161 24 141 428 222 38 65 286 233 109 
H)GLO bere. beeee race: 174 4 149 74283 389 74. 89 166 119 8&8 
November ........ 32 56 ae 47 282 336 ff 39 153 Di] ake 
December......... 25 112 68 224 218 31 142 286 ae 251 
JADUARVs.choacseeee 4 2 34 215 271 083 57 169 64 23 
February ......... 42 43 29 104 165 80 ax 103 62 ax 
March .......... 205 19 36 66 59 72 97 252 ne 7 
HA NTilias. teaeasteree 72 60 68 53 95 131 47 2 280 . eo. e 
May 105 Papne 69 | 123 206 163 31 179 77 92 
Pine caf sicnee 43 201 385 236 159 31 213 257 | 78 533 
Totalss-sescess |. GL010 812 1,388 } 2,563 2,560 985 858 2,610 | 1,323 1,384 
Annual mean, restricted to the above 10 years of Leeton records, = 15°49 inches. 
Frosts, 1914-15 to 1922-23. (M.D. 3.) 
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| 
1914-1915, 1915-1916. 1916-1917. 1917-1918. 1913-1919. 1919-1920. 1920-1921, | 1921-1922, 1922-1923 
“ + . + r To. To. IN 
veg alge a Lowest a ce Lowest. No.of Lowest Bes Lowest aa Lowest a Lowest Dink Lowest es Lowest cee Lowest 
Frost.| L&™P- | Frost,| TEMP. | grost.| TE™P- | Frost | “™P- | Frost.) LMP: | Frost.) TEMP: | Frost.) Lemp. | Frost | T°™P- | progt,| Temp 
eT ERR Be TR TIT TTT WS TSRSIE CES TRIN STEN Te per 
TULY ouch nenin enna «Ae No record. 11 29-0 14 27-4 10 27-5 13 22:2 | 23 17-8 L4a 625-7 13 24-9 13 22:5 
PALUSUSE wcrc es te, ose do 11 23°3 5 30-9 7 27-5 6 29-1 17 19-6 124-270 an 24:3 15 28-0 
September .,::......- do 5 26°3 if 30:9 2 31-0 9 29-2 9 207 oe oOs3 sea bias 5 30°3 
Octobertenestrmecc.s do 9 26-4 a ahs 4 28-9 3 28-2 | 2 28-8 Wik BRA 1 31-7 3°| 30-0 
November....,..20<¢ oes : aoe se ane oes ss aie ania) unl aaine Baas cole | ace < ~~ rs ee 
December. sswescsce wh SC 40 nes aa6 oe ay 5Su = oa ~ vs * 2. 
January .... 30 3 SO 0 zt isle nee : Biot neo sme WL nce 53 nae ~ , 
February ee : ie » a fs Be ; vee | oo Soc aif) eran *. abe x a 
March He As oe ee ac on 5 a3 5 seh || * ty oa go. “ soe bg ais 
Aprilisitccnacrersn 2 30-3 2 31-0 alte He aie Sa 3. ser! | i) 21-9 32:0 ore ocr ss Bi 
May Uesceaseecemaer 6 26-5, 13 22:3 3 32-0 2 23-6 5) 27-2) 17 at BY “A mins 4 30-0 3 27-8 
June dinrcvaaecten 9 25-5 3 28°5 9 24:9 6 29-1 14 23-7 | 5 21:8 15 25:3 1 22-2 6 27-0 
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It will be noted that this year’s records emphasises November, December, and January being the windiest months. 


Anemometer. 
a I ge 


Mean of Monthly 


1922-23, Readings, Month, 
1915-16 to 1922-23, 
Miles. Miles. 
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729 1,489 March Se hide. teenies Bass sageene 
1,345 1,609 JA PIU ae ccncetusennnacrs Mtoe: 
1,761 1,862 May | vii taton en trenteemenae teat. i 
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Mean of Monthly 
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836 1,091 
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APPENDIX E, 
BURRINJUCK DAM.—FLOOD OF JULY, 1922. 
Report by Government Geologist on Erosion below Spillway. 


Bureinyuck Dam. 
(a) Black Andrew Spillway. 


1. Erosion below Spillway.—The quarrying work for this spillway has been completed in the main, but the retaining 
wall has not been constructed. The flood did not discharge directly into the river channel at the foot of the dam itsclf, 
its energy being distributed more or less evenly over a zone parallel to the course of the river and about 400 feet in length. 
The nearest point to the dam of the heavy discharge of the flood inte the river was’100 feet therefrom. At this point a 
hole 100 feet across was excavated, the greatest depth apparently being from 20 to 25 feet. Blocks of solid granite, varying 
from 100 to 509 tons in weight, were torn out along joints from their original rock anchorages, both near and below the 
spillway, and they were driven across the pool which was excavated at the foot of the spillway, and piled on the farther 
edge of same. Some blocks as much as 100 tons were driven clean across the heap of these great boulders. 

At a point from 300 to 400 feet downstream of the dam, another great local concentration of energy occurred, forming 
a pool from which enormous blocks of granite were piled upon the opposing side. 

Between these two points of great local concentration the flood waters descending the spillway tore off great slabs of 
solid granite across the joints to a depth of 7 or 8 feet, as calculated by Mr. Campbell, Resident Engineer, and myself. 
The slabs thus broken were inclined at a low angle only to the horizon. 

Near the downstream end of the spillway, huge blocks of solid granite were literally plucked or lifted out of their 
original anchorages by the strength of the escaping waters. 

At the pool formed nearest to the dam, a backward swirl piled a high embankment of large and small blocks of 
granite, but this action did not extend as far as the foot of the dam itself, there being a slack at this point. 

From a consideration cf the work done by these recent flood waters, it may be seen that a considerable amount of 
damage might have been expected had the main line of the spillway not been formed, thus causing the energy of the flood 
to be dissipated over a front of 300 or 400 feet. ‘ 

Had the flood waters, on the other hand, simply fallen over the edge of the dam and been concentrated locally near 
its foot, a great backward action might have been expected, which would have tended to sap the foundations. 

The effect of such action might not have been immediately noticeable, but in all probability, this granite, which 
has only recently been exposed by quarrying and which has within its numerous joints containing patches and veinlets 
of iron pyrites, might, within a few decades, have become very decomposed, and loca] concentration of flood waters on 
this would produce, in all probability, disastrous consequences within a verv mcderate period of time. 

A consideration of the above suggests that the spillway should not discharge at points less than 250 feet downstream 


from the foot of the dam. 
(Sgd.) E. C. ANDREWS, 
Government Geologist. 


31st August, 1922. 


Note.—Mr. D. F. Campbell, Resident Engineer, states :— 

I have read the above report. 

On page 3, lines 5 to 12, the impression is given that a hole 100 feet diameter and from 20 to 25, was gouged 
out of comparatively solid rock, but I explained to Mr. Andrews, when examining this spot, that the old bed of the 
river was covered to a depth of at least 20 feet with boulders, ballast, and quarry debris gencrally, and that it was in 
this materia! that the hole was gouged out, and the large boulders piled on the outer edge are from this source, with 
admittedly some from the slope rising towards the training wall foundations. 


At the point some 300 to 400 feet downstream some very large blocks have been shifted from their bed. 


Mr. Andrews winds up his report on this section by suggesting that the spillways should not discharge less than 
250 downstream of the toe of the dam, and as this is being provided for, future erosion in the immediate vicinity of 


dam will be prevented. 
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APPENDIX F, 
ARTESIAN AND SHALLOW BORING. 
GENERAL REVIEW OF OFERATIONS SINCE THE INAUGURATION OF THF CoMMISSION IN 1913. 


Ar the Interstate Conference on Artesian Water held in Sydney in 112 the question of “the policy to be adopted in regard 
to the utilisation of the artesian water, and whether its use should he confined to stock watering only,” was dealt with. 

The chief considerations were fully set out by me in a paper read at the conference, from which the following is an 

xtract :— : 
so: ‘I consider this is a question of vital importance in view of the serious and regular decrease of the flows of the 
existing bores in this State. Until we have sufficient data to enable us to come to any other conclusion, we can, a 
think, only assume that the decrease mentioned by Mr. Dare is in consequence of the hydraulic head being lowered by 
the water already drawn from the bores in operation. ‘That being so, every effort should be made to conserve what 
might be figuratively termed the vested capital of the country which comes within the influence of our main artesian 
basin. In my remarks I am only dealing with the Great Australian Basin. With the exception of the area known as 
the Pilliga Serub, practically the whole of the land cast of the Barwon and up to the flow-line of the artesian bores— 
an area of a little over 17,000,000 acres--may be regarded from the view point of natural grasses and fodder plants, 
and freedom from stock diseases, as perhaps having no equal in any part of the State for pastoral settlement. Having 
a personal knowledge of a good deal of this country prior to the advent of the artesian bores, I think I can perhaps 
emphasise my remarks on the value of the bore water by stating shortly the result of my experience. Before the bores 
came intv operation I ean well recollect the time when this country was frequently compared with other parts of the 
State, such as New England and the southern districts, where nature had provided an abundant water supply in 
perennial streams, and because of the assured supply given thereby, the comparison was invariably in favour of the 
eastern and southern country as the only land upon which permanent settlement in small areas would ever be possible. 
‘To-day, hcwever, the same question bears a very different aspect, because of the bore water services that have been 
established within the artesian area referred to; and to-day, taking acre for acre, in my opinion the artesian area I 
have mentioned far exceeds for purely pastoral purposes the land nearer the coast, which is chiefly only first-class on 
the water frontages, whereas the artesian country with its bore water services is practically all water frontage land of 
equal yalce, Before the advent of these bores the area was held chiefly by capitalist» in large holdings for pastoral 
purposes, and the industry was to a large extent of a speculative nature, as the country in times of drought would 
practically be abandoned. Wore water services have altered all that, and the area is now capable of permanent 
settlement in small holdings, and in fact a very considerable portion of it has been so utilised. 1t appears, therefore, 
to be the duty of the Government to husband its resources in respect of the artesian waters in every way, and, in my 
opinion, unless evidence be forthcoming to prove beyond reasonable doubt that the artesian supply is practically 
inexhaustible, it should be utilised for stock watering and domestic purposes only. . ehets : 
‘It has been proved by land sales, in much of the country watered by ‘rust Districts in the north-west portion 
of the State, that the bore-water service has added from 10s. to 15s. per acre to the market value of the land. In 
addition to that increase, there is the indirect benetit to the State through the land being made capable of permanent 
occupation in comparatively small holdings. If bores are allowed for irrigation, I feel sure that it will only be a short 
time before a large number will be put down for that purpose. Such bores might so draw on the resources of the Basin 
that there would be insufficient water left for pastoral and domestic purposes, and the country would then become the 
same waterless waste that it was before the advent of the bores. As a matter of fact, in connection with the Trusts, 
we have never held that it is a waste of water for any settler to have a small garden, but I consider that we should not 
allow a bore to be put down for irrigation to the extent of growing fodder crops sufficient to materially increase the carrying 
capacity of the land, because if we do that, it is certain the settlers, learning the benefit of such a method, will quickly 
seize the opportunity of putting down bores of their own. I have had a good deal of experience in that country, and 
if I had 3,000 or 5,000 acres there to-morrow I would put down a bore at once, if 1 had power to do it, and later on 
I am convinced that most landholders would do the same. We have applications now for several bores for small areas. 
In fact, one applicant who holds 15,000 acres, has been refused a license because there are about five or six other settlers 
adjoining him who could be watered from the bore on his property, and we hold that in that case a Trust should be 
formed, to include this man and the other holders, and if he is not prepared to take the water in that way we do not 
propose to give it to him at all. If some such step as that is not taken by the Governments of the different States 
where this Great Australian Basin occurs, it is only a matter of a short, time when the limit will be reached and we 
will have no more water. 

After giving the question the fullest consideration, the Conference unanimously carried the following resolution :— 

“ Experience has proved that results more important to the community at large can ke obtained from artesian 
water in connection with pastoral pursuits than in connection with agriculture. It is believed that if agriculture on 
a large scale were permitted with bore water in what are now regarded as pastoral districts. the Ccemand would becorre 
so great that it would result within a very short period in the depletion of the flow to such an extent that sufficient water 
would not be available for pastoral purposes. ‘The members of the Conference have been much impressed by the success 
of the operations under the New South Wales Water and Drainage and Artesian Wells (Amending) Act of 190€. There 
operations have resulted in obtaining the maximum usefulness of the water from each bore. and at the same time avoiding 
the waste which would ensue from the unnecessary multiplicaticn of bores. Under this Act the value and productiveness 
of pastoral land have been enormously increased by reason of the permanence of the water supply, and already about 
4% million acres have been occupied with most successful results. In view, therefore, of the clearly-demonstrated fact 
that there has been a considerable diminution of the artesian flow, the Conference strongly recommends that no new 
irrigation enterprise be approved until the investigations recommended by the Conference have been sufficiently advanced 
to enable reliable estimates to be formed of the volumes of water available. In Queensland many bores are utilised 
for the production of power by means of turbines, Pelton wheels, and other hydraulic prime movers for, inter alia, 
operating sheep-shearing, electric-lighting, and wool-scouring plants, and also for domestic purposes. While we are of 
opinion that the most important primary use to which Australian artesian water can be put is in connection with the 
pastoral industry, we also think that its legitimate use for the above-mentioned purposes may be sanctioned. It is, 
of oe obvious that town supplies are of paramount importance, and no restriction in connection with these is pro- 
posed.” 

The above resolution was a confirmation of the policy I had advocated on taking charge of the Boring Branch. 

Since the handing over of the Branch from the Public Works Department on the creation of the Water Conservation 
and Irrigation Commission, the policy adopted has been in accordance with the views expressed by the Conference, and the 
continued annual decrease in the flow of the bores demonstrates that this policy is a wise one and must be continued. 

Under the heading “ Artesian Investigation ” in the Commission’s Annual Report it will be seen that, of the bores 
periodically gauged since 1914, the yearly average decrease is 3-17 per cent. 

Taking nineteen of the older bores in the Moree district put down in deep country, and where there appears to be no 
trouble with corrosion, the average annual decrease, computed from the date of sinking the last bore of those considered, 
is 2-22 percent. This would indicate that unless the supply to the basin is augmented to a greater extent that the draught 
upon it, there is a prospect of these bores being reduced to pumping supplies in, say, forty-five years. This period may, 
however, possibly be extended by the fact that as the bores on the higher altitude and nearer the intake become pumping 
supplies, the flow curve in respect of the remaining bores may show a flattening effect. 

The mound springs in South Australia, inspected by the members of the 1921 Interstate Artesian Conference, give, 
to my mind, indisputable evidence that at these natural outlets of the artesian basin in this region the water was originally 
under a pressure very much greater than to-day, and the gradual reduction in pressure was also clearly evidenced by extinct 
mound springs extending from the top of the mounds (in some cases 150 feet high) at intervals to the present active springs 
at a few feet from the natural surface. Thus the history of the basin, as disclosed by the mound springs referred to, indicates 


a gradual, natural, and permanent lowering of the hydraulic grade from early times, and independent of the draught on the 
basin by reason of the bores put down in comparatively recent years 


Having 
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Having, then, the knowledge that the artesian system is by nature gradually becoming inoperative as regards flowing 
bores, and that every bore put down to some extent hastens the end, it is the clear duty of the State to utilise the resources 
of the basin in such a manner that the flowing supply may be safeguarded for as long a period as possible. 

When the bores do cease to flow there wil! still be a practically unlimited supply of water in the basin, but to bring 
it to the surface pumping will have to be resorted to, and as this means a heavy expense as compared with the natural flowing 
bores, the necessity for adopting all practical means possible to conserve the flowing supply should not need emphasising, 


Bore LICENSES. 


Fifty-seven licenses, giving landowners the right to sink artesian bores, have been issued since the creation of the 
Commission. Bore licenses are granted under the provisions of the Water Act, each application in the first instance being 
considered by the Water and Drainage Board, who hold a public inquiry, at which the applicant is called upon to show that 
he has sufficient area to utilise the estimated flow from the bore, and also that sufficient levels have been taken to prove 
that the water from the bore can be distributed by drains over his holding to provide proper facilities for stock watering. 

The Board, after this inquiry, make a recommendation to this Commission, who either grant or refuse the license, 


Bort Water Trusts, 


Since the creation of the Commission nineteen trusts haye been. constituted, and several proposals are in hand. The 
total area now included in Bore, Trusts and Artesian Wells Districts is 4,634,422 acres. 

When it is considered that the capital value of the total areca included in the Artesian Wells and Bore Trust districts 
has been, as a minimum estimate, increased by 10s. per acre, that the cost of the works is repaid to the Crown by the settlers 
concerned, also in view of the fact that the bore water services have permitted the country to be permanently occupied in 
comparatively small areas, thus largely increasing the productiveness of the land, the value of the work can hardly be over- 
estimated. 

When the Water Act was framed there is no doubt an annual decrease in the flow of bores was not contemplated. 
Now that we know that such annual decrease is inevitable, the method provided by the Act for repayment of the capital 
cost is not altogether satisfactory. In the Bore Water Trusts already constituted the repayment of capital cost is made 
by equal annual instalments over the period of the Trust. These instalments provide for interest and sinking fund to wipe 
out the debt within the period of the Trust. A maximum rating of generally 6d. per acre is also provided. 

The Water Act further provides that only the area henefited may be rated: therefore, under the present system, 
where the annual payment of interest and sinking fund is fixed on the assumption that the whole area of the Trust will be 
benefited during the full Trust period, it is clear that if, after a time, in consequence of diminution in flow from the bore, 
only part of the Trust area be served, a higher rating must he made on the reduced area until the maximum is reached. 
When the maximum rating is thus reached and a further diminution in flow automatically eliminates from rating a still 
further area, the total revenue of the Trust becomes insufficient to pay the Crown instalments. 

Fortunately, in the majority of cases the area of the trusts was fixed considerably under the area that the original 
flow was capable of serving, and in there cases the original rating is low, so that with a gradually increased rating per acre 
the total capital cost should be repaid without undue burden on the settler. 


There is no doubt in most of the earlier trusts that the rating is much below what the service is worth, and the present _ 


method of fixing the repayment is hardly fair to the Crown, inasmuch as in no case can more than the capital cost be repaid, 
while in instances where the diminution in flow from the bore is excessive, the Crown stands the loss. An amendment of 
the Act to overcome this difficulty has been framed for some years, but Parliament has not so far dealt with the matter, 

In designing trust works it has been the practice to estimate the value of the bore water services at 6d. per sheep. 
Owing, however, to the increase in cost of survey, construction of bores, and distributing works, it is not now possible to 
carry out the work at a cost which is covered by annual assessment representing this amount. While, as stated, the cost 
of construction has largely increased since the war, the return from the sheep industry has also increased to perhaps even 
a greater degree, and I think 9d. per sheep would now be a fair value to place on the bore water services. 

The settler’s point of view is that he cannot pay such a high rate in addition to his land rent, andin some cases, at 
any rate, 1 think this is true. 

Seeing that the land cannot be protitably occupied without a hore water service, and in view of the fact that to create 
such service, actual expenditure has to be incurred, which should be repaid, I hold the opinion that whatever charge is 
necessary to return the capital cost of the trust works should be imposed, the land rent being reviewed, and, if necessary, 
reduced, so that the water rate and land rent taken together is not more than the settler can afford to pay. 

For the purpose of local administration and maintenance, the Water Act provides for two elected and one trustee 
appointed by the Crown. Up to shortly before the advent of tho Commission it was the practice to appoint the local district 
works officers of the respective districts as the appointed trustees, hut on my taking charge of the Boring Branch, effect was 
given to my recommendation to appoint a special officer to act as the Official Trustee for the whole of the trusts, Mr. J. 
C. Yeo was appointed to this position, and has held office ever since. The appointment has been a marked success, largely 
dus, of course, to the efficient manner in which Mr. Yeo has carried out his duties. 


ARTESIAN Borns (CoN3TRUCTION). 


During the period that this Commission has been in existence eleyen Artesian bores haye been put down by the Com- 
mission and thirty-nine by private enterprise, under license. 

In view of the reported success of the rotary system in America, I recommended that the system be given a trial in 
this State, and in consequence, in 1913, two combination cable rig and rotary plants were imported. : 

In America a considerable time elapsed and a large expenditure was incurred in experimental work before the eombined 
rotary and percussion system was generally adopted in California as against the percussion syste: alone. 

T think it would have been money well spent had an officer experienced in percussion drilling proceeded to America 
aud fully investigated the rotary method in use there, as we would then haye had the advantage of a knowledge of all the 
difficulties met with in the carlier stages. 

However, since the importation of the rotary plant the system has been thoroughly tried out, and it bas been 
demonstrated that, notwithstanding the rapid rate of drilling claimed for it in America, the formation mct with in bores 
in this State is, generally speaking, much too hard for the fish-tail bit (which is the bit generally used with formation other 
than hard rock) to make effective progress. 

As a result of experience here, a rotary bit and under-reamer have heen designed in an attempt to overcome the 
difficulty. This bit has been found quite satisfactory in the softer formations, but steel for the cutters having 
sufficient abrasion-resisting properties to enable eflective work being done in the harder strata has not so far been obtainable. 
Investigatiens, however, are still being made in this direction and if, eventually, suitable steel to enable all formations 
(other than very hard rock) that may be met with being penetrated for, say, 100 feet or more without the necessity of with- 
drawing the tools to dress the bits, it will mean a very great advance in boring methods and cost. 

Since the boring work has been under the cortrol of the Commission a considerable advance has been made in the 
construction of bores carried out with the Commission's plants. It has formerly been the practice, and is still with bores 
put down by private Contractors, to seat each string of casing by driving it into a hole made with the straight bit of the 
same size as the inside diameter of the casing. This method is in some caces effective in preventing the water from the 
lower levels escaping outside the casing and possibly into dry drifts higher up, but it cannot be relied upon in any instance. 

In the bores put down by the Commission it is now the practice to seal cach string of casing in cement in an impervious 
stratum. This ean be done in several ways, but the method usually adopted is as follows :— 

The hole is enlarged about 2 inches in diamoter by under-reaming for a distance of 30 to 50 feet from bottom, according 
to circumstances. The hole is then pumped clean and the casing suspended to reach the top of reamed portion of hole. 
The casing required to enable the string being later placed on bottom, is left standing in the derrick, a soft wood plug being 
piaced in the end of bottom length. The bore, if dry, is then filled with water. a 
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The nest operation is to place the required quantity of cement mortar in hottom of hole. This is done by lowering 
the cement mortar in the specially constructed bailer, having a ball valve, which, by a trip arrangement, allows 
the cement mortar to escape on reaching the hottom. Upon the required quantity of cement mortar being thus placed 
in the bottom of the bore, the previously removed casing is connected up and filled ahove plug with water. The whole 
string is then lowered to hottom, forcing the cement mortar outside the casing, where it completely fills the annular space 
between the outside of the casing and the wall of the bore. 

The cementing being thus completed, sufficient time (generally about three weeks) is given for the cement to set, 
when drilling operations are resumed. 

The 8-inch casing is usually carried below the first flow, so that after it is sealed in cement this flow finds its way to 
the surface between the & and 10 inch easing, and is completely ehut off from the main flow, the idea being that in the event 
of the first flow having a less static head than the flows met with at lower levels, which is often the care, there is no pcssi- 
bility of the water with a greater head escaping outside the bere before it reaches the surface. 

Special means were adopted in two bores put down at Coonamble to overcome the difficulty causcd by the rapid 
corrosion of the casing in hores in this Area. 

In the Coonamhle Farm Bore 13}-inch casing is taken down 202 ft. 9 in., and 10?-inch down to 1,015 feet, both strings 
of casing being seated in cement. The first flow is carried to the surface between the 103-inch and the 13}-inch casing. 

The hole was continued with 9-inch flush-jointed casing to 1,077 fect, and seated there in a hard stratum. ‘This 
9-inch casing wa3 lined with wood stave piping of 8.8, inch external diameter, or slightly smaller than the internal 
diameter of the 9-inch casing, so that it would swell! tightly into the 9-inch casing when wetted. This wood-stave provides 
a protection for the upper 1,077 feet of the bore, preventing access of the corrosive water to the 9-inch casing. 

The bore wa3 completed at 2,085 fect with 5-inch casing and a flow of 520,000 gallons per day. 

During tho year the plant was placed over the hole and an attempt was made to examine the 5-inch casing to ascertain 
whether it had been damaged by corrosion. The casing could not be lifted, but it is probable that the 5-inch casing is 
st'll in good condition. The bore has now been down for seven years. 

In the bore sunk last year for the Coonamble Town Water Supply the following method was adopted :— 

After the 12-inch casing had been fixed in position ]0-inch casing was inserted to 1,121 ft. 7 in., and this casirg 
was seatedincement. After the cement had been allowed to set, sufficient strain was taken to prevent any chance of possible 
joint bonding, and the casing with this strain on was secured by clamps at the surface. 63-inch casing was then inserted 
in the 10 inch, and centred at the bottom by a shoe specially designed for the purpose. The casing was also centred at 
intervals by specially constructed distance picces attached to it and carrying cement blocks. , 

The 63-inch casing was lowered to within abovt 12 inches of the bottom of the 10-inch. 4-inoh rotary pipe was then 
inserted to near the bottom of the 63-inch, and the annular space between the 4-inch and 63-inch closed by a nipple 
flange. 

A mixture consisting of ecment, Barvoid (water-proofing compound) and water in the proportions of one bag of 
ecment, 3 gallon Barvoid, and 6 gallons of water, was pumped down the 4-inch pipe, and pumping continued until the cement 
mixture overflowed between the 63-inch and 10-inch casing at the surface. The 63-inch casing was then lowered to the 
bottom and pumping continucd with water until all cement inside the 63-inch pipe was got rid of. 

With the exception at the top of about 190 feet of 10 inch outside diameter, the casing uscd was 10-inchinsice diameter. 
This casing could not be used throughout, as a further quantity was unprocurable. The effect of the work done will ke to 
provide a solid cement pine for the whole distance between the 62-inch and 10-inch casing, so that if the 63-inch dees corrode 
the bore will be protected for probably an unlimited period by the cement pipe and outside string of 10-inch casing. I+ 
was first contemplated pumping the cement down between the 63-inch and 10-inch casing, but on laboratory tests being 
made it was found that by pumping into a glass U tube, air pockets were left in the downward portion of the tube, while 
the upward portion was quite froe from any such trouble, and the cement sect in the solid mass; hence the adoption of the 
method aboye described. 

This work is the first of its kind undertaken, and the finished job is entirely satisfactory. It should certainly get 
over any trouble in regard to corrosion down to the 1,1%1-feet level. From this onward the bore was continued with a 6-inch 
hole, and finally completed at a depth of 2,179 feet. Five-inch perforated casing was inserted to reach from the bottom of 
the bore tc some 20 feet inside the 63-inch casing, and there should be no difficulty in withdrawing it at a later period for 
the purpose of examination as to the extent of the corrosion if any. 

Both the abovementioned experiments may be regarded as quite successful in protecting the bores from any efiect 
of the corrosive action of the water in respect of the main portion of the bore, viz., from the surface to the main flow. 

Mercadool Bore.—In the case of Mercadool Bore, for the sinking of which a contract was let, an interesting operation 


“ was carried out. 


The contractor, having got into difficulties through dropping the casing, eventually found it impossible to clear the 
hole of the obstruction. Upon his stating that he could do nothing further, it was decided to cancel the contract. 
Subsequently, under agreement with the ratepayers, it was arranged that the Commissicn should place its rotary plant 
over the hole and attempt to complete the deepening. 

The contractor had lost two lengths of 6-inch casing and, in an attempt to remove these, a casing spear was put down 
attached to 24-inch rotary reds, but owing to a defect one cf the rods broke when an attempt was made to lift the casing 
feaving in the hole 140 feet of rotary rods and the casing spear attached to the lost lengths of casing. An attempt was then 
made to overcome the difficulty by side-tracking the rotary pipes and lost lengths of casing. This was successfully accom- 
plished, and the bore carried from 1,892 feet to 2,804 feet with the casing perfectly free. The flow obtained was 1,186,950 
gallons per day. 

Bellata Bore.—The flow in this bore having decreased from the original discharge of 417,000 gallons to 23,825 gallons 
per day, it was decided to put dcwn a new bore with the twofold object of— 

(a) endeavouring to increase the supply for Bellata township; 
(2) to enable investigations to be made with the object of determining whether or not the observed decrease in flow 
was primarily due to local causes, such as lateral leakage, &c., or to loss of pressure head. 
The bore site is about 132 feet from the site of No. 1 bore, but at a 5-5 feet lower elevation. 

In sinking this bore, after putting in 200 feet of 10-inch casing, 8-inch casing was taken down to 890 feet, and there 
seated in cement mortar in the impermeable stratum. 

The bore was carried from 890 feet to bedrock (1,773 ft. 6 in.), with a hole to suit 63-inch casing, which was temporarily 
put in, and afterwards withdrawn, a perforated liner (928 feet) being substituted. The records of the old bore show water- 
bearing sandstone from 932 feet to 1,559 feet, with gradual increase in flow throughout. In the new bore t*e flow was struck 
at 930 feet, and the water-bearing sandstone continued to 1,685 feet, the flow gradually increasing throughout. It will 
thus be seen that so far as the water-bearing stratum is concerned, both bores are very similar. 

Immediately on striking the flow of the new bore, the old bore, which has been flowing at the rate «f 23,825 gallons 
per day, ceased flowing, but as the new bore was at a lower elevation this was to be expected. 

On completion, the flew from the new bore measured 80,0C0 gallons per day. It might here be menticned that prior 
to the new bore striking the flow, an air-lift pump was installed at the old bore and the discharges obtained by this means 
averaged 310,000, 372,000, and 398,0C0 gallons per day for periods of two, three, and six hours respectively, showing that 
approximately the original supply of water was available, but without the pressure head to bring it to the surfave. 

As in the new bore, the sealing of the 8-inch casing made any Ixteral leakage impossible. It therefore only remained 
to prove that there was no such leakage in the old bore to demonstrate that lateral leakage did not account for the decrease 
in flow. This was cone by plugging the old bore immediately above the main flow, and the following description cf tle 
process adopted may prove of interest :— 

All the 6-inch casing above 905 feet was withdrawn and a tapered hardwood plug was then driven in the top of the 
casing at 905 feet to form a bridge. Three pieces of 3-inch rope about 5 feet long were then bound together, and after being 
soaked in water to give sufficient stiffness, were dropped in three lots on to the bridge. A hardwood tapered plug was then 
dropped on top of the rope, and driven well down with the tools. This process was continued from 895 feet to 885 feet, 
when it was found that the hole had been successfully plugged. However, to make certain that the water would not, at 
aiy fitire tims, break through, the hole wis fills 1 with cement mortar to 850 f et. 

The 
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The information gained by the sinking of the new bore : nd plugging tle old one may be summarised as follows :— 

(a) That the new bore taps the artesian water within the water zone from which the old bore draws its supply. 

(6) That the water has free access to both bores, proving that no choking of the interstices of the water-bearing sand 
r ck has taken place to account for the decrease of flow in the old bore. 

(c) that while there is a large volume of water available in the water-bearing beds, the pressure head is now insufficient 
to enable the quantity originally discharged being maintained, except by artificial means, such as pumping with 
the air-lift pump. 

(d) that the decrease ia flow is proved to be due to loss of pressure head, and not to local causes. 

_ , Burren Junction Bore.—Near Burren Junction a bore was sunk in connection with the Burren Bore Water Trust 
District. This bore was taken to bedrock at 2,201 feet, but instead of the anticipated flow of something near 1,000,000 
ere being obtained the bore discharge was only 196,000, which was totally inadequate for the purpose of the Trust 

istrict, 

_ The conclusion arrived at was that the small flow obtained was due not to lack of water or pressure, but to poor 
porosity in the water-bearing sandrock. 

. It was felt that if this conclusion was correct it was more than probable that it would be confined to the immediate 
vicinity of the bore, as other bores in the surrounding country all gave good flows. 

It was ultimately decided to sink an additional bore about 5 miles to the west of it. This bore was carried to bedrock 
at 2,273 ft. 6 in., and a flow of 958,000 gallons per day was obtained ; showing that the above-mentioned conclusion as to the 
cause of the small flow in the first bore was clearly a correct one. : 

Drain Construction.—Three systems have, at intervals, been used in the construction of drains for distributing the 
water from artesian bores :— 

(a) By contract. 

(6) By day labour, using horse teams. 

(c) By day labour, using tractor plant. 

Using Horse Teams.—During 1913 good work was done, despite the prevailing drought. 

In Four Posts drains the rate per mile for completed drains was £6 148., as against the lowest tender at £21 per mile. 
In the following year works in connection with one Trust were completed at the rate of £13 13s. 7d., but in consequence 
of be high Re of fodder, owing to the drought, further work with the horse team was abandoned and the plant transferred 
to other work. 

During the above period work was also done by a tractor plant. This plant consisted of a 100 h.p. Maclaren engine 
scarifier and delver, which is capable of excavating a drain up to a foot in depth in one operation. This plant was first 
used to construct the Yowie bore drains, where 21 miles 70 chains of drains were constructed at a cost of £9 Os. 3d. per mile 
whereas the lowest tender for the work was £18 per mile. 7 

In connection with the Beanbah, Munna Munna, Combogolong and Pagan Creek Trusts, a total of 137 miles 72 chains 
was constructed at a completed cost of £13 15s. 6d. per mile. I felt sure the plant was capable of doing very much cheaper 
work, and I therefore made arrangements to personally supervise the construction of 28 miles of drain for the Pilliga Trust 
with the result that the drains were completed at a cost of £5 1s. 7d. per mile, showing that, provided the proper methods 
were adopted and the work well supervised, the plant was capable of constructing drains at a very cheap rate indeed. 

Last year the drains in connection with the Burren Junction Trust (about 60 miles) were constructed with the tractor 
plant at a cost of about £21 per mile. 

When this work was carried out the cost of labour and material was very high, and also very considerable delay was 
caused by adverse weather conditions. Notwithstanding this, the main cause of the high cost is due to its being impossible 
at the time to obtain a really experienced and competent man to take charge of the work. As pointed out above, while 
the tractor plant is capable of doing the work very much cheaper than by the ordinary method of horse or bullock team, its 
success wholly depends upon the man in charge, and in consequence of the shortage of artisans and skilled labourers, it has 
been found impossible to secure a man with just the qualifications needed. 

In view of thie and the fact that any remaining trust drain work to be done is not considerable and is also much 
scattered over different localities, itis probable that in the future it will be more satisfactory to discontinue bore drain 
construction with the tractor plant and to do the work by contract, with horse or bullock teams. 


ARYESIAN WaTER INVESTIGATION. 

Since 1913 as much work as possible has been done in connection with the investigation of the circumstances 
surrounding the flow in that portion of the Great Australian Artesian Basin situated in New South Wales, 

During the war funds were limited, and it has therefore not been possible to carry out the work to the extent desired. 

At the 1912 and 1914 Interstate Conferences on Artesian Water certain lines of inquiry were suggested, and from 
that time investigations have been carried out, as far as funds would permit, in accordance therewith. 

Chemical investigations were made some time ago by the late Mr. B. J. Smart, in the endeavour to ascertain the 
cause of the corrosion of casing in parts of the Coonamble district, but, unfortunately, Mr. Smart’s untimely death prevented 
the completion of these investigations, and-up to the present all that has been definitely determined in respect of the 
corrosion is that it may be looked for in any bore in which the free gas contains any considerable quantity of CO,. It has 
also been established that generally the corrosion decreases with the velocity of the water issuing from the bore. 

Practically all classes of iron and steel of which bore casing is manufactured, have been tested in the corroded bores 
and none have been found to satisfactorily resist the corrosive properties of the water. One brand of steel, viz., Firth’s 
non-corrosive high tensile, in the shape of a polished bar, certainly did not appear to be affected; but it is understood that 
unless polished this steel would probably not be better than ordinary steel. 

However, the matter was referred to the manufacturers, who have given it consideration, but so far are unable to 
manufacture casing of this material at a commercial price. 

Records of flow and pressure have been systematically kept in a large majority of the bores, and show a general 
reduction both in flow and pressure. The reduction in the flow for the last nine years of the bores recorded averaging 3-17 
per cent. per annum. , : 

Investigations have also been carried out in the endeavour to determine the friction factor in bore pipes. From the 
data obtained a sufficiently accurate co-eflicient has been derived to enable the friction loss in the pipe to be deducted from 
the statte head, thus enabling the relative porosity of the water-bearing stratum to be determined. This information, 
together with the pressure records, will enable maps to be prepared showing the general direction of flow and the variations 


2 . 
in porosity in different places of the water-bearing stratum. 


During the past year tests were carried out to ascertain the volume of gas issuing from a number of bores in the Moree 
district. The data obtained was suflicient to show that the free gas played only a small part in lifting the water, and could 


not possibly be the main or primary cause of flow, 
Am Lirt PLANt. 

In addition to the air-lift plant installed at Bellata, as deseribed under the heading “ Bellata Bore,” a plant was 
subsequently installed at the Pera Experimental Farm Bore, in which the flow had decreased to a mere trickle. The plant 
gave a very satisfactory result, the average discharge obtained being 339,044 gallons per day. There is no record of the 
original measurements of the flow of this bore, but it probably did not much exceed the discharge obtained by the air lift. 
From this experiment it may be gathered that in the adr lift we have a simple and fairly cheap means available for lifting 
water in artesian bores which have, through decrease in pressure, become sub-artesian, 


? 


Frow1ng Boreks IN rie PILLIGA ScRuR. 


A number of bores giving flowing supplies at shallow depths have been put down in the Pilliga Scrub, The water 
from these bores is either an escape from the Great Australian Artesian Basin, or is from a distinct and local artesian supply. 
T’o definitely determine the question it will be necessary to sink a deep bore to bedrock in the vicinity, and it is hoped 


that later on an opportunity so to do will be afforded. . 
19761—D SHALLOW 
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SHALLOW BorIna. 


The question of the Government adopting a scheme for shallow boring had been under consideration for some years, 
but no concrete proposal was put forward until 1912, when, under instructions from the Honorable Arthur (Griffith, the then 
Minister for Public Works, 1 formulated the present scheme. 

The service was put into operation in the latter part of 1912, the first bore being commenced on 30th January, 1913. 
The policy of the scheme is to assist settlers to provide a permanent water supply at a reasonable cost and upon easy terms 
of payment. : 

3 vat the commencement of operations the minimum cost chargeable to settlers was 7s, 6d. and the maximum 12s. 6d. 
per foot for the depth of the completed bore. Owing to the increase in wages and cost of materials, due to the war, it has 
been found necessary from time to time to vary these prices, until now the minimum stands at 10s. and the maximum at 
£1 per foot, with £2 per foot for any hard rock boring. 

A commencement was made with one plant only. The work done by this plant demonstrated the possibilities of 
the scheme, and, as funds permitted, the number of plants was gradually increased until now twenty-nine plants are 
operating. 

The settlers’ appreciation of the scheme is abundantly proved by the fact that the twenty-nine plants now in 
commission are insufficient to expeditiously cope with the number of applications received. Further, I have heard mary 
settlers say that they consider the shallow-boring scheme is the greatest boon the Government has ever conferred on tke 
man on the land. 

With regard to the cost of bores to settlers and repayments, it might be mentioned that while the charge is, as stated 
above, special consideration is given, and a reduction is made where the cost, for some special reason, has much exceeded 
the average. Each such case is dealt with on its merits. 

The amount of administrative and detail work in managing this undertaking from its inception has been very 
considerable, but this is compensated for by the high state of efficiency now attained. 

One of the most difficult problems is the securing of competent drillers. Since the war the number of drillers 
available has been limited, and with the rapid increase in the number of plants employed it is impossible to secure a full 
staff of competent men. To remedy this state of affairs the helpers engaged have been selected, as far as possible, from 
young men who express a desire to qualify for the position of driller. In this way it is hoped that, later on, we will be able 
to secure a full staff of drillers thoroughly trained in the Commission’s service. 

In view of the present and potential value of underground water, it is very desirable that investigation should ke 
made with the object of endeavouring to determine the source of supply and the extent and capacity of the different water- 
bearing beds, in order that some estimate may be arrived at as to the probable duration of the supplies obtained in shallow 
bores. Considerable light would, I think, have been thrown on this question by connecting up the bores to water 
conservation levels, thus enabling the potential of the water to be determined and the isopotentials plotted. I have 
previously urged that such investigation should be made, but with the limited funds available each year no work has been 
possible in this connection. 

The Commission does not take any responsibility in selecting Lore sites; this is dcre in cach cate by the cettler 
concerned. Many settlers have great faith in the divining rod, and these employ a diviner to fix the site. Others have 
the bore put down in the most suitable position for the working of their holding. 

The obtaining of information to aid in the selection of the most suitable sites for shallow bores has not been given 
that consideration which the importance of the question warrants. The settler who cheerfully depends upon the so-called 
diviner mostly pays his money without receiving any value. This is clearly proved by the fact that the percentage of f ilure 
bores is greater in the case of those divined than those not divined. During the last four years, of the bores put down, tle 
sites of 421 have been divined and of 404 the sites have not keen divined. Of the former 23-04 pcr cent and of the Jattcr 
15-84 per cent. have been failures. What, in my opinion, is needed, is closer co-operation with the geologists of the Mire 
Department. At present the Government Geologist advises on the question of bedrock and the probability of obtaining 
water by further sinking in such rock, but what is required is that a geologist should be availalle to mz ke a general surve ; 
of any locality where the older rocks occur, with the object of advising as to the best location of bore sites. 

Summarised, the work carried out since the inception of the scheme comprises 320,9C0 feet of drilling at a ecst f 
£215,257, averaging 13s. 5d. per foot (including casing). 

It will be seen that this is an achievement of considerable magnitude ; and, judging by the demand for bores under 
the scheme, the future should hold prospects of still greater development. 

The financial position is at present very satisfactory, as will be seen by reference to the Annual Report, in which it 
is shown that the profit for year ending 30th June, 1923, is £5,476 1s. 1ld.; and if the present rate of progress is maintained 
it would appear that the shallow-boring service will next year wipe out the accumulated losses since its inception. 

The growth of.the scheme is shown in Appendix “ A.” 

R. F. JENKINS, 


Engineer for Boring. 
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APPENDIX G, 


HEADS OF BRANCHES, OF SUB-BRANCHES, AND OTHER SENIOR OFFICERS. 
Head Office, Sydney. 


Smith, F. M. ... se .» Principal Assistant Engineer. 
Bevan, H. G. ... a ... Acting Secretary. 

Jenkins, R. F.... oe ... Engineer for Boring. 

Slade, J. BE. ... 46 ... Chief Survey Draftsman. 

Shute, H. oor 360 ... Chief Surveyor and Hydrographer. 
Renshaw, W. ... nde ... Designing Engineer. 


Hagarty, L. J. Sue .. Acting Assistant Secretary. 

Lewis, A. E. ... Dide -» Commercial Officer. 

Bailey, P. E. ... ete ... Assistant Engineer. 

Pricé, D. W. ... se ... Boring Superintendent, lst Grade. 
Sillars, D. an aed ... Accountant. 

Larkins, H. M. aie ... Assistant Designing Engineer. 
Edmonds, W. ... Ree .... Mechanica\ Engineer. 

Stanner, B. J. 08 ... Legal Officer. 

Vallentine, H. P. Key ... Assistant Chief Survey Draftsman. 


{PTY Grapes see .. First Clerk. 
Hodgson, R. L. Soe ... Clerk in Charge of Records. 


Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas. 


Brewster, F. H. bee ... Chief Executive Officer, Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas. 
Youliv 2G: =... sr ... Chief Clerk, Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas. 
Woore, J. M.S. eee ... Designing Engineer, Leeton, 


Houston, R. ... aa ... Resident Electrical Engineer, Leeton. 
Brady, J. ane se .... Cannery Manager, Leeton. 


Seabrook, J. ... ve ... Accountant, Leeton. : 

Whettam, W. J. she .-- Resident Engineer, Griffith. 

Braund, H. J. ae ... Land Settlement Inspector, Griffith. 

Long, A. B. ... see ... Superintendent of Water Distribution and Maintenance, Murrum- 
bidgee Irrigation Areas. 

Ward, J. eile ate ... Land Administration Officer, Griffith. 


Messner, J... ene ... Acting Land Administration Officer, Leeton. 
Potts, C.G.St.C. ... -.. Land Settlement Inspector, Leeton. 


Colwell, W. R. Sa ... Land Settlement Inspector, Yenda. 
Corbin, P. T. ... tee .-- Branch Accountant, Griffith. 
Stackpool, P. J. doc ... Clerk-in-charge of Records, Lecton. 
Country (other than Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas.) 
Campbell, D. F. ae .-» Resident Engineer, Burrinjuck. 
Tolley, G. H. ... ses ... Hngineer and Manager, Curlwaa Irrigation Area, Wentworth. 
Stewart, K. S. F. ace ... Boring Superintendent, 2nd Grade, Cootamundra. 
Treseder, C. J. See .... Boring Superintendent, 2nd Grade, Narrabri. 
Dawe, A.S. ... ae ... Boring Superintendent, 2nd Grade, Dubbo. 
Timms, A. C. ... ous ... Manager, Irrigation Area, Hay. 


[2 pages of plates; 1 map. ] 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1924. 
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In the Commissioner’s last Annual Report, the above Farm was shown after about one year’s development. 
The above photograph shows its development as at 2nd May, 1923. (Development stage four years.) 


Burrinjuck Dam. 


Flood of July, 1922, passing 38 feet deep around end of Dam. ; 


Enlargement of Main Canal—Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas. 
Width of Water Surface at Full Supply Level, 84 feet. Depth of Water, 7°5 feet. 
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MURRUMBIDGEE IRRIGATION SCHEME. 
(REPORT BY ELWOOD MEAD ON THE.Y 
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Report on the Murrumbidgee’ Irrigation Scheme by Elwood Mead. 


Aw adequate reference to the varied activities of this enterprise would make this report unduly long. All 
that is proposed is to make suggestions which it is believed will be helpful in future development. 


Few large irrigation projects have had the details so carefully thought out before construction began. 
This study has borne fruit in the Burrinjuck storage, the Berembed Weir, the admirable town plans of 
Leeton and Griffith, the nursery to provide fruit trees for settlers, the butter, canning, and other factories, 
the electric light plant and other conveniences, which help to make life on the area comfortable and attractive. 
These things have not alone added to the comfort of homes, they have also increased the incomes from 
orchards and farms. What has been done reflects credit on the wisdom and foresight of the Government 
in power when these economic foundations were being laid, and on the engineering ability of L. A. B. Wade 
and his associates. 


It is gratifying to realise that the present Government is giving the same careful attention to the 
development of the State’s irrigation resources along the Murray. 


Interest Charges of the Murrumbidgee Scheme. 


In its ownership of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Scheme the State of New South Wales is like an 
individual who owns three store buildings, only one of which is rented. In each case the problem is how 
to make the opportunity attractive. and thereby secure desirable tenants or owners. 


The first step toward completing this scheme should be a reerganisation of its finances. From tle 
outset it has been charged with all the interest on the cost of the Burrinjuck storage and main headworks 
and canal. This interest is not now being paid by the scheme, and cannot be paid from revenues from 
water sales for many years, ifat all. The recommendation is made, therefore, that this interest be assumed 
by the State and regarded as a State obligation until such time as the combined revenue makes complete 
or partial payment possible. 


The following are the reasons for these recommendations :—- 


The reservoir and main canal are large enough to supply three times the water now being sold. If 
all the land were settled and the whole capacity of the canal put to use it would more than treble the income 
with a relatively small increase in operating expenses. The scheme has potential wealth in unsold farm 
land and town lots, which now bring in little or no revenue and which only more settlers will make profitable. 
It has partly used factories and public utilities which more people will bring into full operation. 


To attract these people and develop these idle farms and improve these empty town lots is the task 
ahead of the management. 


This growth is menaced by criticisms over past losses and temporary deficits. The ultimate value 
of the project to the State is not realised as it should be. It is believed that a better understanding of 
conditions will allay this apprehension and still this unrest. For these reasons interest deficits are 
given first place in this report. 


The accumulated interest deficit against the scheme up to the 30th June, 1923, ‘is £1,773,284. 
Charges for interest on the Burrinjuck Storage Reservoir, Berembed Weir, and the main canal, amount 
to £734,988, or a little less. than half of the total. 


The total interest on capital charge against the project for the year ended 30th June, 1922, is 
£319,333; of this £125,997 is interest on the headworks above referred to. 

Of the remainder of the interest deficit, amounting to £1,154,666, a considerable sum arose from 
interest charges on land purchased as far back as 1910, and not occupied. A part is due to works or invest- 
ments in important town sites, farming land bought and not yet settled and not returning annual revenue, 
losses on distributary canals, built to carry three times as much water as is being sold, factories and public 
utilities, the earnings from which will increase with greater settlement and resulting larger volume of 
business. The Commission is carrying on municipal government in two large towns and several villages, 
with no adequate power of rating to meet the expenses incurred, . 


These deficits will disappear or be greatly diminished with the developnient of the project, with the 
changes in land tenure and other reforms proposed, and need not give the public serious concern. But 
while the scheme when fully developed should overcome yearly losses and back interest on many invest- 
ments, there is no hope of ever earning sufficient to recover the annual interest deficit incurred on the 
main works since the inception of the scheme, or be able to pay any interest on these works until the scheme 
is brought to full fruition and the earning power of all the farms established. 


Interest on the Burrinjuck Reservoir should not be Charged until the Scheme ts fully developed. 


As stated earlier, interest has been charged on all money expended on the Burrinjuck storage. This 
interest could not be paid with the land unsettled, and only a small proportion of the water sold. The 
State has, therefore, paid the interest, but made a book-keeping charge against the scheme. Removing 
this interest obligation will not, therefore, cost taxpayers anything, because the scheme has not and cannot 
pay the interest. On the contrary, it will help to speed up settlement and hasten the time when part at 
least ean be paid. 

There 
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There are other reasons why this Scheme should-have relief from this interest obligation. 


This storage performs other functions besides furnishing water to the Murrumbidgee Area. It 
regulates the flow of the Murrumbidgee River and Yanco Creek, and thus improves the water supply 
of other users. Last season it saved the crops of irrigators at Mildura, Merbein, and Curlwaa, along the 
Lower Murray. In time it will be used to generate electric power, from which an income should flow into 
the State Treasury. At no time, therefore, should this Scheme have been éharged with all the interest. 


War caught this project with only one-fifth of the land settled, and with five-sixths of the water 
rights unsold. It increased construction costs, and this has helped augment the interest deficit. War 
interrupted settlement for five years, and it was during this period of stagnation that the arrears of interest, 
about which so much is now heard, were largely accumulated. 


Fortunately many of these obstacles to development no longer operate, but attention has to he called 
to them, even if it is only to show that better results may be anticipated in the future. 


The land rent and charges for water for all farms sold prior to 1918 were made low, because up to that 
time construction costs, compared with those of the present, were low, and there was a sanguine expec- 
tation of rapid settlement. The changes that the war brought about show that these were made too low, 
and that they must be raised if this part of the area is to bear its proper share of the expense of the Scheme. 
On all land settled since 1918 the rental of land and charges of water have been increased to agree with 
present costs. The result is, that early settlers whose farms are improved and orchards in bearing pay only 
5s. per acre-foot for gravity water, whilst settlers on new farms are charged 10s. per acre-foot. The older 
settlers can afford to pay more, and in equity should do so. 


Interest on Berembed Weir and Main Canal to Griffith should be paid by the State until Settlers are in a 
_ position to meet this Payment. 


Interest on the cost of Berembed Weir and Main Canal as far as Griffith cannot be paid by this 
scheme in its present state of development, but the obligation to do so creates an uncertainty ard gives 
rise to criticism that is wholly injurious. If the payment of the interest on these works was for the time 
being made a State obligation and the public was informed regarding the reasons for this action, it would 
immediately put this project in a fairer and more favourable light with the public, and this would help 
to attract a good class of local settlers. Such a change would encourage the Management to make more 
strenuous efforts to increase revenue, because it would then be possible to meet the remaining interest 
obligations, and thus make this an essentially solvent undertaking. 


The Commission is doing all that is possible to meet these obligations. It has increased the rentals 
on land and charges for water on all land settled since 1918, until both are as high as they should be. It is 
only, therefore, through extension of settlement that revenues may be increased until they overtake all 
other deficits and have a surplus to be applied to the interest charges against the main works. This will 
come in time, and it will be a creditable achievement and all that can be expected. It is all that is required 
under similar works elsewhere. 


The United States Reclamation Act does not require settlers to pay any interest on the cost of 
main works. In some cases settlers have not been able to pay operating costs. Few private irrigation 
projects in America, begun during the past twenty years, have done any better than the Murrumbidgee 
scheme. High construction costs, uncertain returns from agriculture, and slow settlement have been 
the reasons. 


In Victoria the Goulburn Weir and Warranga Basin, with the main channel which connects them, 
are free head works. No interest on the cost is charged. A large part of the cost of the Cavour and 
Villoresi Canals, the two largest modern works in Italy, had to be written off to bring the cost of water 
down to a figure farmers could afford to pay. 


No provision has been made for interest on the works to regulate the Murray, on which the States 
and Commonwealth have already spent £2,000,000, and will spend £8,000,000 before the works are 
completed. 


This Deficit is an Obstacle to Future Development and to Increase in Earning Power of the 
Scheme. . 


As before stated, interest on the cost of Burrinjuck Dam and the Main Canal for 1922 was £125,997. 
If this interest is made a State obligation it will reduce the yearly deficit to figures which the Management 
may reasonably hope to wipe out ina few years. The remainder of the interest deficit comes from partly 
used subsidiary canals, factories, and from unsold farms and town lots. Farm land and town lots are 
increasing in value. Some utilities are now earning a profit, and the more settlers there are, the larger 


will be their incomes. A temporary loss on these assets forms, therefore, no basis for apprehension or 
anxiety. 


This settlement was started in an unpeopled area, remote from markets. The farms were taken 
up by men of limited capital, few of whom had had any experience in irrigation. Settlers were, therefore, 


entitled to all the aid the Government could properly give, and the success of the scheme largely depended 
upon this aid being given, 


Markets for the products of irrigation had to be provided. Private enterprise could not have been 
expected to risk large sums to provide factories and utilities needed to make it a going concern when the 
venture was stillan experiment. The Butter Factory, the Canning Factory, and other emergency aids 
have added to the debt, to the difficulties of those in charge, and to the yearly interest deficits, but they 
have kept settlers on the land who would have gone if these works had not been built. 
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There is every reason, however, for being hopeful with regard to the future of these undertakings. 
The Penfold Winery is an evidence that private enterprise is ready to do its part in providing a market 
for wine grapes. The Co-operative Packing plant for fresh fruit is extending the local market. The 
Butter and Bacon Factories have been leased by associations of settlers on terms that give the State interest 
on its investment. All these show that the financial outlook of the schcme is improving. The electric 
light plant is not only a solvent undertaking, but it is adding to the comfort of homes and to the creation 
of rural comforts which must have valuable results in attracting a superior type of settler hereafter. 


Commission should hare Authority to Increase or Lower Charges for Water from time to time. 


Authority to raise or lower water charges should be given the Commission in order that these may 
be modified to meet the changing financial requirements of the enterprise. It takes years to bring farms 
and orchards into full production. The price of water must, at first, be kept low. No attempts should 
be made at the outset to fix a permanent price, or rather a charge for this service. Increased returns 
from farms may enable settlers to pay more without hardship. On the other hand, lowered costs or crop 
failures may require reductions even if temporary loss is incurred. 


In Victoria the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission has authority to make up a budget 
each year. This includes interest on all except national works and the estimated expenses of operation 
and maintenance. This total is divided by the number of acre-feet of water sold, and the quotient is the 
price per acre-foot which irrigators are required to pay. This plan permits water charges to be adjusted 
like taxes and railway freights to meet changes in operating and other costs. 


Qualifications of Settlers. 


Every new settler who succeeds adds to the earning power of this scheme. Every settler who fails 
adds something to its cost. The heavy expenses which have to be incurred in changing this land into small 
improved farms makes it desirable that plans for securing and advising settlers be carefully thought 
out. 

. These lands are timbered; they have to be cleared. While the slopes are remarkably well suited 
to irrigation a certain amount of preparation is needed to enable water to flow over the land evenly. Farms 
have to be subdivided and fenced. Houses and other buildings have to he erected; live stock, tools, and 
seed have to be purchased. To do these things economically, and to enable settlers to make their farms 
going concerns with the least waste of money, effort and time is an important part of this development. 


The average cost of bringing a 20 or 40 acre farm to a full revenue-producing stage needs to be carefully 
studied. Settlers on the Murrumbidgee Area state that it costs £100 per acre, or £2,000 to bring a 20-acre 
fruit farm to the bearing period four or five years after planting. Statistics which follow (see pages 9 to 12) 
give details of expenses of developing fruit, dairy, and lucerne farms and vineyards. The expenses of 
improving and equipping a mixed farm of 40 acresin California, and the California costs of different things 
needed on a farm are also given. It will be seen that these costs range from £74 to £142 per acre. 


Only a small fraction of those who apply for farms will have enough money of their own to fully 
improve their farm. A credit scheme to aid them in their development must he put into operation, or, 
rather, the past policy must be continued with such modifications as experience shows desirable. My 
experience has been that the farm buyer should have some money of his own. The amount should be 
sufficient to protect the State against loss if a settler proves unfit or abandons the enterprise. It should 
be enough to enable the settler to meet his obligations without too great anxiety, and without depriving 
his family of needed comforts. 


Some light on the capital a settler will need is furnished by the experience of early settlers on this 
Scheme. Prior to soldier settlement, there was a careful inquiry into settlers’ capital, and a record kept 
of what each one had. This record shows that up to the year 1918 settlers had an average capital of £595, 
and had invested over £700,000 of their own money in developing their farms :— 


DrciareDd Private Capital at time of Application :— 


sae | Number of Declared | Average 
ee | Settlers. | Capital. | Capital. 
| | 
1 TTS cote as page, SO | B47 |S g2BT,4o7* =| «~—s60 
SARNOE O DATEL) Scoot bodassqecichbbdnod epaconayconntecsnicogn 63 454,409 | 711 
Votalsmer eco betes Sete. *1,186 | £705,906 | £595 


a aaaacaaaaaaaaaacaaaamaaaaasacammmaamaaasaa, 
*These figures include 2-acre farms, the holders of which had little capital. If these were excluded the average would be 
more like £700 per settler. 


All this money was needed. It took hard work and self-denial to enable these settlers to pull 
through, but the fact that most of them have met their obligations to the State and are now prospering 
shows that with a capital of, say, £500, a settler has a safe margin for loans under the credit scheme adopted 
by the State. 


Settlers in California State Settlements are required to have a minimum capital of £500. Originally 
this was fixed at £300, but experience indicated that this was too small. In Denmark the early State 
Settlement Schemes required settlers to have a capital equal to one-tenth of the cost of the improved farm. 
Since the war they have been required to have a capital equal to one-fourth the cost of the improved farm. 
It is understood that the capital required of settlers by the Government of Victoria is £300. It is much 
more difficult to get settlers with £500 capital than to find thrifty and industrious men with £500 of their 
own. While the lower capital will require more thrift and industry than the larger one, it is believed that 
circumstances justify the State in adopting a liberal policy in accepting settlers with the same capital that 
is required in Victoria, that is, £300. There will be many who will desire to be given.a trial without capital, 
and who have all of the qualifications except money, but the experience in older and widely-separated 

settlements 
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settlements does not justify this action. For the man without capital the best opportunity is a farm 
labourer’s home of 1 to 4 acres. This will give him about land enough for a garden, to furnish food for a 
cow, pigs, and poultry, but his main income would come from wages. Where there is employment these 
farm labourers Poe are the open road to farm ownership, and it is ‘the correct way to start. Such settlers” 
may be accepted without any stated capital, provided they are able to furnish cash, or the equivalent, 
equal to 40 per cent. of the cost of the house and other necessary improvements placed on their allotment. 


The State of California loans a little over £600 to each settler for terms varying from three to twenty 
years. Interest at rate of 5 per cent. per annum is charged. A majority of the settlers have considerably 
more than the required minimum, but with this some have had to apply for postponement of payments. 


Expenses of developing a farm on the Murrumbidgee Area will be about the same as on similar farms 
in California, and if the settler is required to have the same capital as in California, then some authority, 
preferably fhe Rural Bank, will have to loan him somewhere between £600 and £1,000. The interest rate 
on this advance should not exceed 5 per cent. per annum. 


The cost of improving and equipping farms has risen rapidly in recent years. The extent of this 
increase is not fully realised. During the past fifteen years I have been in close personal relation with 
hundreds of settlers struggling to pay for farms, and have come to look on this matter as it affects their 
welfare rather than that of the State. he result is a conviction that to accept settlers with no capital, 
while requiring them to repay all advances with interest, is offering them a temptation rather than an 
opportunity. 


Benefits which will come from Co-operation in Development and in Wholesale a of 
Equipment for Farms. 


_ Settlers can be greatly assisted, and the money provided for development made to go much farther 
if they are helped to co-operate in the improvement and equipment of their farms. A Co-operative Stock 
Buying Association will get better cows and horses than will be secured if each settler is left to shift for 
himself. (Co-operation in the purchase of implements often enables settlers to get wholesale prices. Later 
on reference will be made to the formation at Griffith of a Co-operative Lucerne Growing Association, which 
would contemplate ownership of hay-making tools by groups of farmers and the arrangement of their 
lucerne paddocks to enable them to bring two to four farms into what would be practically one area. 


The Search for Settlers. 


The agreement entered into with Great Britain for putting overseas people on the land in this State 
_ will bring hundreds of settlers to the Murrumbidgee Area. It will have many attractions for these colonists. 
Enough ee been done to show how attractive the irrigated farm may be made, and how the older settlers 
go about their work. Reference i is made later on in this report to the advantages to be had from obtaining 
settlers from Great Britain who are skilled gardeners. 


There will be a demand for farms in the settlements on Hae Lower Murray, notably at Nine-Mile 
and Gol Gol, by irrigators from Victoria, especially from Nyah, Mildura, and Merbein, who know of these 


proposed settlements and think highly of them. These settlers will have both experience and the required 
capital. 


There is no such assured local demand for irrigated farms in the Murrumbidgee Area, although the 
opportunities are equally good. The reason for this is the fact that the country is not known. It needs 
more publicity. The fine results of intense culture on the Area should be brought to the publ notice. 
Land-seekers’ excursions at very low rates, from al! parts of the State, should ‘be arranged. It will be 
worth the trip to see the inspiring results of recent development in the soldiers’ settlements east of Leeton 
and in the Lake View area, near Griffith. 


Someone familiar with the project should be sent to Great Britain in connection with the Empire 
Exposition. He should he provided with photographs and statistics which will show the productions 
of the Area and the complete provision which has been made for marketing crops, for building and lighting 
houses, and the many things which contribute to make this an attractive rural centre. 


There is a constant flow of settlers from Canada to California. They are drawn there by the mild 
winters. Nearly all these settlers are farmers who have some capital. Many would come to this Area 
if it was advertised in Canadian papers, and some centre established from which information could be 
obtained. 

Excellent results are being achieved in some irrigated districts through the purchase, subdivision, and 
improvement of land by individuals or companies who contract to care for and cultivate for a stipulated 
yearly sum until the bearing age is reached. People who buy this way make payments from wages or income 


and do not move on to their farm until it is brought to the productive stage. Hundreds of wayge-earners 
have bought fruit farms under this plan. 


It is not certain, however, that it would work on the Murrumbidgee Area. It is so far away from 
large towns that expenses of visits will be a deterring influence. Also the small irrigated farm is not so 
popular here. The lure of large areas and the greater opportunity to obtain them is greater on this continent. 


Where Settlers Can Best he Trained. 


A considerable experience with beginners in irrigation has led to the conviction that the best place 
to train them is on the piece of land that is to be their farm. This, of course, applies only to small irrigated 
farms where settlers are close together and an instructor can deal with enough to keep down expenses, 


The probationer should be paid for the work he does at plece-work rates, so much per acre for clearing 
and levelling, so much per chain for fencing. He should be encouraged to plant a garden, to have a cow 
and chickens, and to learn under sympathetic oversight the things that make up the: daily life of the farm. 
The advantage of this plan is that the significance of what js taught i is always seen because it deals with 
the work being done. 
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Instruction on the farm should be supplemented by night schools or day-time demonstrations, 
where all the settlers training under one instructor gather together. 

This plan saves the erection of quarters to house settlers and their families. If a settler proves 
unfit, or wishes to quit, he moves out and another beginner moves in. I hope that this plan will have a 
trial on the Murrumbidgee Area, when settlers from Great Britam whocome under the Empire Agreement 
arrive. 


The Lucerne Area should be Ertended. 


The earliest conception of this Scheme was that it would be a centre for the production of lucerne 
hay. That was because hay is needed to save losses of steck on the surrounding pastoral areas. No other 
single crop equals lucerne as feed for the lambing ewe, or for building up flesh and bone of any growing 
animal. It is the best fodder which can be stored up for emergency use in dry seasons. 


There is no better way of completing the fattening of sheep than to turn them in-small paddocks 
of fully-grown lucerne, shifting to fresh ones as the first are eaten off, using methods worked out in Victona 
and at the Yanco Farm. Here is great field for expansion on the Area and for co-operation between settlers 
and pastoralists. 

I have submitted a memorandum to the Minister of Agriculture advising the setting aside of two 
areas for subdivision and sale as lucerne farms. These farms to vary in size from 25 to 50 acres with an 
average of about 40 acres, the idea being to create farms where one family would do all the work with little 
or no hired labour. On each of these farms 20 acres would be seeded to Incerne for hay. _ [t would be an 
advantage if when these farms are laid out the lucerne hay areas of two to four farms could be thrown into 
one paddock. It is almost certain that neighbours will co-eperate in the work of cutting and stacking, 
and in the ownership of necessary implements. The remainder of the farm would provide for the house 
and garden for other crops and pasture for the farmer’s stock. Milo maize, Kaffir corn, a little wheaten 
or oaten hay and another small lucerne paddock would enable the farmer to keep a cow, pigs, and chickens 
without encroaching on the hay field which would be the money crop. 


The two areas, suggested for this development, contain 15,000 and 10,000. acres. If the larger area 
is first settled the part seeded to lucerne ought to produce 50,000 tons of dry hay yearly. The growers 
should form a co-operative association forthe purpose of marketingthe hay. A careful study of watering, 
fertilisation and curing should be made, so that the product would have a high standard of qnality, and soon 
be as well known and desired as the lucerne hay from Hunter River and Tamworth. The association should 
adopt a trade name, and make sure that no poor hay is shipped under that label. 


. 


Assured Market for this Hay is essential. 

To make this a feasible scheme a dependable market for the first five years must be provided. As 
these settlers will have little or no reserve capital, it is essential that when the hay is ready to sell, someone 
should be prepared to buy. Only in this way can the settler continue. 

In the memorandum to the Minister for Agriculture, it was suggested that the co-operation of 
pastoralists in providing a market be sought. What is needed is a contract under which about 5,000 tons 
of hay would be bought in 1925, the quantity increasing yearly thereafter, so that by 1930 the total quantity 
would be about 50.000 tons. If pastoralists can see their way to enter into such a contract the details 
of the Scheme can be worked out later. 

If this co-operative relation between pastoralists and irrigators is once established, and a lucerne 
growing area of this size is created, it will lead, as it does elsewhere, to an extension of feeding and fattening 
on growing lucerne, and will make this one of the great centres for carrying stock through droughts. If 
results at all approaching those obtained on the Lachlan this year were repeated here, this area would carry 
over a million sheep during an emergency period. 


Cultural Problems—Need for Research and Experiment. 

The fine orchards and vineyards near Leeton and Griffith show that they are being properly cultivated 
and pruned. There wi!l soon be need for more green manuring, and a larger use of commercial fertihsers. 
Carefully planned experiments should be made to show the effect of different fertilisers, and the amount of 
water which should be applied. 

; 

_ There is a large field for research and experiment.in working out a feeding and cultivation programme 
for the second-class land now largely devoted to dairying. Here poor success with Incerne has lead to a 
dependence on pasture grass. Little fodder is grown. Hand feeding is seldom practised. As a result 
there is a serious falling off in condition of stock, and in milk production of dairy herds during the 
winter months when butter prices are highest. Watering and tramping the soil without cultivation 
injures it, and dairying under present methods is far from the success it ought to be. 


The first step towards improvement is to grow more fodder and adopt hand feeding in winter as a 
regular practice. Sorghum, milo maize, Kaffir corn, ought to give good returns, and the two maize crops 
are good for pigs and chickens. The next point of attack is to find out how to increase the growth of lucerne 
on the stiff clay soils. Iam sure it can be done. There are still good stands in fields seeded 8 years ago. 
Examinations of the worst soils show that lucerne roots have gone straight down through the clay. These 
are hopeful indications. 


One good reason for poor growth is inability to properly moisten the clay svil in hot weather. Heavy 
applications of lime or gypsum ought to help this. More frequent waterings, say, once a week should be 
tried. Every time a lucerne paddock is ploughed up conditions will improve. The roots, which have gone 
through the clay, when cut will rot, and in their place there will be tubes which will enable air and water 
to pass down. 


Dairymen 
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Dairymen should be encouraged by substantial prizes to test out and adopt better methods. Ifa 
prize of £100 a year be offered for the largest yield of butter-fat per acre on farms of 50 to 100 acres, and 
another prize of like amount for farms of 100 acres and over, they should have beneficial results. Competing 
settlers to be allowed to keep as many cows as he can feed, but all the feed consumed must be grown on the 
farm. These prizes should be continued for five years. They would appeal to the sporting instincts of the 
Australian, and the increased return would make it a paying competition to other than prize-winners. 


The request of dairy-farmers to be granted more land should not he approved. No permanent 
prosperity will come from attempting to follow dry-farm methods in an:irrigated area, At present the 
water rights allocated to these dairy-farms are not sufficient for their proper irrigation. These rights will 
have to be increased when proper methods of cultivation are adopted, and it is important that this be done 
while there is still a surplus. 


Market Gardens. 


An area of 900 acres close to Griffith has been set apart for market gardens. The time seeins to have 
arrived for settling part of it. There is a dearth of fresh vegetables in all nearby towns, and these are now 
being shipped from Sydney. It is believed that a profitable local trade could be built up if the merchants 
of adjacent towns knew they could rely upon supplies from this Area. It is also believed that a good trade 
in truck lots could be built up with Sydney and other large towns. The climate of Los Angeles is not 
unlike that of Griffith. Growers in Los Angeles, ship hundreds of trucks of lettuce to New York and 
Philadelphia, a train distance of nearly 8,000 miles. Surely there ought to be no difficulty in building up a 
business with Sydney, a distance of only 400 miles. 


The arrangements with Great Britain for overseas immigrants opens the way for bringing out some 
skilled gardeners to take up small areas near Griffith. To begin with, twenty market gardens should be set 
out. Each should have an area of from 2 to 5 acres. 


Extension of the Irrigated Are. 


The plans of the Commission for the next five years do not include any extension of the main canal, 
Enough land can be brought under irrigation by gravity, and by supplying water to certain attractive 
areas above the level of the main canals, through pumping to make 2,700 horticultural farms, and 370 
dairy-farms available. If the suggestion for creating a lucerne area is adopted this will reduce the number 
of horticultural farms by substituting hay farms. An experiment might well be made on the heavier soil 
to determine what could be done in growing rice. 


The extension of pumping, as a feature of this Scheme, seems to require some comment. It is the 
only way some of the best soil on the area can be reached. It is approved because the extra cost will be 
more than met by the larger yields which this land will give. These additions to the cultivated areas are 
located near railway lines, and near the towns of Leeton and Griffith. They will increase the trade of these 
towns and add to the income of the Government’s public utilities. 


These 3,070 farms will not utilise all the available water or the full capacity of the canals. More 
farms can be watered. The best way to do this will be to extend the main canal along the Hillston railway 
line, including only first-class land on both sides of the canal—that below to be supplied by gravity, that 
above by pumping lifts not to exceed 50 feet. A careful soil survey of this Area has been made, and should 
be used in determining the lands to be watered, the kind of crops which should be grown, and the sizes of 
farms. 


This Enterprise deserves the Confidence and Support of the State. 


The more I learn of this enterprise the more highly it is regarded. It has had to encounter serious 
economic difficulties, and it has had to create a new agriculture in a section where the habits and experience 
of farmers generally are adverse to small farms and intense culture. That money should be lost was almost 
inevitable, but when one considers the present and prospective benefits there is no doubt that the project 
is worth to the State all it has cost. Itis premature to predict what it will ultimately be worth to Australia, 
but there is no question that the future verdict will be favourable. Sooner or latter this Area is destined 
to become a drought insurance and centre of trade for the large grain-growing and pastoral country that 
surrounds it. 


The hopeful aspects of the enterprise are the increasing revenue obtained from the operation of its 
public utilities, like the electric-light plant, the growing revenue from water, and the certainty that this 
revenue will increase faster than expenses in the future. The progress made in the improvement of farnis, 
and the creation of hundreds of acres of orchards and vineyards, the establishment by private capital of 
great enterprises like the Penfold Winery, and best of all, the increasing confidence and civic pride shown 
in their farms by settlers, leads to the belief that the enterprise has turned the corner, and that from now 
on there will be a greater income, greater confidence in the future, and greater pride and satisfaction in 
this undertaking by all the people of the State. No one can. go through the towns of Griffith and Leeton, 
or look at the farms which surround them without coming to the conclusion that this Area has greater 
security of income, greater opportunities for comfortable living and social enjoyment, and for the training 
of skilled cultivators of the soil than can be found on many irrigation enterprises in older countries. These 
improved conditions have not come by chance; they are the result of the earnest painstaking, intelligent 
efforts of the present Commission and its predecessors. They have been helped by able and earnest 
subordinates. The staff of this Commission with whom I have come in contact are a very superior body of 
men. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ELWOOD MEAD. 
llth September, 1923. 
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RETURNED Souprers’ SurTLEMENT.—Costs of development of Horticultural Farms under Irrigation in different States. 
I g 


M.I. Areas. Redcliffs. | Nine-mile. | Redclifts. | Amounts. Redclifts. een. 
| a 
| Estimate, 
ten toe ‘ ‘ Amounts | Amounts aaa 
oe Description. 23-acre 23-acre 15-acre Tere re aot which I Re Sas ydsluAt which Dea ces 
: farm farm farm Tollew (10 nigtaete it is | 15-acre it is mation 
(19 acres (10 acres (10 acres, A ae we ee thought | block (viti- thought aod ath 
? \ acres, all block (viti- : | obtained a 
planted), planted). planted). planted) cultural) should | cultural). should Berri by 
) be added. be added. Chief Clerk. 
| ee iit Oe So said) Cede SO Runde cess Cs s s.. di £ gs. di fo Bads £) sade 
TEE ie CRORTIDO fon one wands viamuat ec ean Be 189 15 0 oo) 60} 68 20 0 O 50 0 0 | 231 OF} ONT cet 960. OFC ORiee s.ces. 100 0 O 
MO ROMOUN Sr yen s eigen agencies 30 6 0 30) 670 23 0 0} 25 0 0 20m Om Olen. tec. ABS Or O's texas 25 0 0 
& |, Dreesiand vines <...2:5...cs0s ine ph toh) 49 0 O 30, 0 Or} 4218 0 AG SAO OF a tests ti ot: Oi On ame e 2 xcace 35 0 0 
Cj) SE DEED Ag eae Reaper aan cbonee 80 0 0 40 0 0 5-0 O} 15 0 0) 24 0 0 25 0 0 Nil. 2210 0 15 0 0 
5 | Subsoiling and ploughing 67 10 0 4710 0 261 Oe 00! Nil. PE OPO) aedabe oP LOD ON teeta ocr Nil. 
6 | Checks and sluices 16 0 0 610 0 Nil. | LZ 0m 0 Nil. LSS OO Nil. ise 506 
a BOLUS rciniate nina cenicetth Poi 26 L020 30° 0 0} Nil. SOre Ome Omen lec AO) OL. OR EP pesencs 240 0 0 
co) LTS 11 fa ok Se GeLOO & =05.0 7: 0.70 LOM Of 765) Nil. Included in Nil. ove Ome 
} grading. ‘ 
MMB ELOUSO 5 ics -k eee 300 0 0 300 0 0 1505 Om On) 8005 Om. OF 200 07 10 100 0 0 Nil. 350 0 O 300 0 0 
RUE SUGHs. oi: t.ovi eetee coe Aros Orb neth (OO) 20. Or) 208 0 08 L200 Oi onus, 400 GEO. roe Nil. 
Up h Horses. ..45.,.0ct, cs eee 60 0 0 60 0 0 SOun Ome OMS On kOm Olle i230 0))+0's|aum tees: COMO O|)  asprtce 30 0 0 
- COWS si cate cscorcreatmstiee eaten Lee 0) ri OnnO Nil. Nil. NCH a ee ees ING eee He) scene ee 12 0 9 
3 | Seeds and horse feed ......... 25 0.0 aby (0.0 36 0 0 210 O* 5 , aye ¢ 
14.|J Survey charges ...........- Big Gr 6 L-OUFOHT TS 101,07, © ay SOLO OF MOO) Oo), creo: Nil. B65. 08 OF har ola, Oe 
| e ee eg en OD Vile, cc ete RN HEY B Sean | 3.0 0 - Nil. 410 0 Nil. 410 0 Nil. 
15 | Implements ........... 162) Ome0 129 10 O 105 0 0 Go 0 70 Son Oe On i eee cckeens L667 Ole pose: 75 0 0 
16 | { Inspection fees ..... 80 20). 0 Ohm OL» 0 Nil. 26. 4 0*| orcs. Beodice Oe seteee 
| Sore ee REE ee ence me foc Mee Serres bP oe Pose Nil. (Nae deal 5. st Nie ie ee: Nil. 
Lf | Sustenancer x... scconcspe whe 329/18. 0 250) 0' 0 188 0 0 250 0 0 255. 05 0 Tncluding Nil. 188 0 0 250 0 O 
| ; | | contingen- 
| . cies 
RSich Rent One svete aes etantiines 167 10 O 167 10 9 60 0 O Nil. Nil. 60 0 O IN) caer Msc 16 0 0 
19 |) Water charges .:.,s.ccncnoee- | 7610 O 76 10 O PESeLoo8O% 20) 0) Osh (AD) OM OWR ea voc Nil. 180 0 0 90 0 0 
20 | Trellising material ............ 150 107.0 100 0 0 170 0.0 0 50S OR On LOO) Os Ohin me. ees. ZOScy On ON sweats ion 0. 0 
QiGT Singterest, ee ee eee 431) ta) 6 3207.05 0 213 0 0, 140 0 | Nil 180) 10 0 Nil. Vie 200" OF ‘0 200 0 O 
22 | Drying racks, & Nil. Nil. 120 10 0O 125 18 0 | Nil. 120° 0: 0 2216 Od ON rime sce okt 120 0 0 
23 | Labour for planting............ Nil. Nil. Nil. 16 10 0O| Nil Included in| f 60 0 Oj] Nil 
; STAIN Ze leno emer ds Ok femmes = 
2,296 15 0 11,716 6 011,499 15 0 /|1,340 0 0/1,000 0 0 507 10. 0 |1,114 1 011,013 0 0 }1,603 0 O 
1,000 0 9 ee as iO) 
| 
1,507 10 O Yesilagy, All aft) 
| | 
Approximate cost per acre ......... 100 0 0 ZO OU OO MONO! iS 4e On On) SeGin a Om On| mrtOO Mm OurOs Mactan We 14 2ienCie Oni tOSe Onn.O 
(£100 per acre, | 
| on Mr. Tol- | 
| ley’s figures.) 
| \ 
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* Not included in Mr. Tolley’s statement. 


Subject: Preliminary estimated cost of development of 40-acre farm for dairying. 


22963—B 


+ Considered too low. 


§ Figure given at foot of estimate. 


WATER CONSERVATION AND IRRIGATION COMMISSION. 


+ Labour in feneing and trellfsing. 


Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas, Leeton, 9th July, 1923. 


discussion with Dr. Mead at Leeton on Sth July, 1923. 


Clearing 40 acres at £6 
Grading 25 acres at £5 
- 15 55 Ee batt 
Fencing—Material only— 
160 chains at 12s. 6d. 
Seeding lucerne, 20 acres at 35s. 


Seeds and manures.......... Baa iderichis cticat ae 
La kouicss: (Gare habenhiad\))” 26dnonaqbanebepitiosbeedoUBeeopee 


Sheds, dairy, &c. 
eViardstandepiptstyedec.: sn seccmerreottecteccee te 
Implements 
Horses and harness (2 horses): 
Cows and bull 


Furniture 
Living expenses, horse feed, and sundries 
Pigs 
Poultry 


(Say aT ITH Ree KONG eins: Ano sAdQonoe Stee bao SunEeE aeobenose 


Additional] labour 


Se ee ee ri) 


Se ee ee id 


ny 


i i i ee id 


Ce ee a 


eee ee i ee ae 


ee ee ee ee ee irs 


CO et i ei ir ire 


Ce i i i fii a i 


Ca a ea a es 


Ce 


See eeeeeerenee . 


eee eee eee ereere 


Beret mee eee eee sas ess ees aseeseece 


So i ee ee ir id 


te i ir 


Co i i re ii ris 


ee i i i id 


eee ee ee ee a 


Poe eee eee meme ern ses eee eee seesesense o 


i i er rs Ce ee iy 


ee ee ris 


ce 
240 
125 

60 


100 
35 
35 

350 

200 
75 

200 
75 

200 
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Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas, Leeton, 9th July, 1923. 


Subject: Preliminary estimate of cost of development of 40-acre farm for lucerne for sheep grazing. 
Prepared during discussion with Dr. Mead at Leeton on 8th July, 1923. 


£ 

Clearing 40 acres at £6 ......... = Snheccoqucsod daa: Rar ee Onno aoc Pane ae Fane . 240 
Grading and ditehing40 acresat £o™e.sa.c.52-es «0008 sees eeneseeaneencess .. 200 
Fencing—Material only—240 chains at 12s. Gd. ...............000008 B. aa64 150 
Needino luceme, 20 ‘aeres aeSOge es. ceesscstic-nsccsesessedemtheeeosan thn staneits 35 
Seeds and mantress....wsss acenctecncoten cece ocenis Js tein s/s cemecemmeee earner 15 
Us Kognec(end (aah ohana hasl) PeineaResy-aracs Aaa eke ed en Seen encacebade sues snascaseas. JoNnSOE 350 
Shed si aigerenase case cstona ccbige baatsnnreee se savas stents sateen we ae a maels ctaeare eee 80 
Tmplementsy | .iicecn.csnsnmtise ne seer see e cla sta se oanlat tole snatsait= oe eles emmela eas ee eae 200 
Horses: and harness.( two: horses) si caccce soe cis oes sacs somacetene haem rccenien 75 
EL OGG | _ Poh cha sunresiewea Rowe Monee ottteenet Mase tine £1,345 

Burn tare © Neh. cic « asses cies ane Se cin senses Sule oash oe athe serislaane eaaenacd ese ee eaaae 50 
Living expenses, horse feed and Sumdries:. «vce. sess seen ace ees savas 150 
OOVW Se caceedenecce dees seacetigee oct calee sembin nsioce heme Rosse etree een eeieca ener stares 10 
le fk rs een CROCE EL Aa aaa EAL Rtincc clad Mode benbaaiy rchbait Homan ode 10 
Poltrye wares cuisine sen enleaSaasshoasithcdaie es Megs vaemematerien see slste soem acttsetavetel 5 
Contingencies) |i: <.5.<cseees tee Pisiseetee Oph oeeeRnen as Edin smtare seawater 30 
£1,600 


Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas, Leeton, 9th July, 1923. 


Subject: Preliminary estimate of annual returns from 40-acre farm devoted to lucerne-growing. 
Prepared during discussion with Dr. Mead at Leeton on 8th July, 1923. 


Note.—It is presumed that the work of development of the farm will be completed within the 
first year, and that at beginning of second year of occupation 20 acres of lucerne will have been planted 
12 months and a further 15 acres will have just been planted. 


Estimated Returns, Second Year. 


tons. 
20 acres of lucerne yielding, bidons! per acre a..seeeres ease pe-eeea se eecac 100 
15 3 56 Po a yal”) Mb nasene tan esta tdaates seep tees 30 
130 tons 
Allow forshome use 10) toms cccc.cces ccc ose chokes scene eee eee se eae eee Loge 
‘Balance available for Sale, “ses ccsccecoesenata tec eceiesttee tec ceases rene ese 120.2. 
120. tons at Biss. seoteeee co e- one neu sk oes ee Ree eee nease oso £480 
Estimated Costs, Second Year. 
£ 
Rent of land, 40 acres at 25s. ..... 5 tien Senate sececeb cana. eidtieonticiaee och err see 50 
Water charges, SO acre-feetea tal 28.) Od ies nccsc cee ate n vetei cuentas ever rcs 50 @ 
Hired labour, wire, battens, and power for baling Jucerne hay, 120 tons 
ES) il. a See ioc eciacaanc scnce coc act cacr canbe daghonche sound JaspeLconasaaacoaedade 90 
Hired labour in connection with harvesting lucerne, one man 4months 100 
£290 
Balance available for living expenses, repairs, and upkeep of 
machinery and other ex Pensess.ncs...cesccetee seen ceseseessoasadacensissas £190 
Estimated Returns, Third Year. 
tons. 
Lucerne hay from 35 acres yielding 5 toms per aCre.............0.e0eeee 175 
ATlow for WOME MSEC sro. seeocae ee send eos sec sceeene eee ace eee enero seen aere 15 
Vzalance availabletorisale, 160 tons at £40 cecceees eer ances anes cenes noe st £640 


ae =) 


Subject: Preliminary estimate of annual returns from 40-acre farm devoted to licerne-growing. 


Estimated Costs, Third Year. 


5% 
Allow 40 acres ‘at/256/ 45... bin. coteeetias ce eee ecient pees oeesnt anne eee ene 50 
Water charges, 100 acre-feet at 12s. Gd., say 2....5...2-0000ceseecrtenceees 60 
Local’ Governmentirates' 6.255 oo-eceeeoessneeennent eran came piecee neat eaeee 10 
Hired labour, wire, battens, and power for baling lucerne hay, 160 
fons at 1L6s.0.52.755.Sesesccckee nd cebaeeee tere darae ae ence anaes eee 120 
Hired labour in connection with harvesting .................5.0-sseeceseseee 120. 
£360 
Balance available for living expenses, repairs, and upkeep of machinery, 
BEC ove sa ened ob Saeincie ane cleakle noatare ce sw oone ee wee as selene sees nee een emcees £280 


, On the basis of total consolidated debt of £1,800 and payment at the rate of 7 per cent. to cover 
interest and repayment of debt, a sum of £120 per annum would have to be paid, leaving only £160 
*or living expenses, Ke. 


Practical farmers looking over the above list would vary the cost of different items and add to 
It is the opinion of the superintendents of Durham and Delhi 


or subtract from the things needed. 
who have examined and approved the costs in this table, that the total is below rather than above the 
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COST OF DEVELOPMENT OF IRRIGATION FARMS, CALIFORNIA. 
Minimum First-year Expenses of Settlers buying a 40-acre farm (costing £2,188). 


Item. Cost. 
£ 

SOM eu all Anh: aM OM Gee ces outset oelaieisiecids nasa Wa'sinns ty cn are vere ae 62 
PL OUIG he cre csccrnin eitae erence aloe se aan pei ve wk chignaessdictiels daivsa cid sanGariues tie 328 
WBC ORION G enc aa, ore cued tent ek at teh a tai tiasatd Mens hap. Cuodelewapbiokes tens os 131 
PG BITS Mayan tawtntan ei. Cota =. Cacti cersce tne Aammene-4aeleiamle teeta noneasas ts «scnese deine 66 
Cows pipes anc CMI CKEMG Meese nace rics easees hacceirtistcceaccts seis cseeine ovisacseg 219 
iS hacatohanyey (yaa CgWt spar encnacasnisr casey dacuae CneeodSsonet Aan eee anistes aeajr iesie ee 164 
Blur Grae aera astcciee vecien clearest ere Slade aic(aerd otisie suiaile satelata bc als side/eiseieisiaeisislocieviaseieec 66 
Hevelline and altalta. (15: genes): or cetrwcacosccendoacherte, on eliebelicseiess «z'eieis 175 
Planting andicultinvatin Se2OraeCres rc ac cteas. aecsececsecssetssecmeestertsscieaiae 88 
Ditches] aberall srs cat. cet mysstapiasiciacitec setts: stamiotoc sive siadsta cnsoi oewanaeaaseats «a 88 
Miva O OX NENSEA wena te ved se sabeeeecnaotncanaigte nase Getiarat tdar mee aaus sinenes as ee 110 

Dotaly aavevae sews adeaesavoaesmeelnainndaasess £1,497 


average outlay. It does not include taxes, water charges, or doctors’ bills. 


The prices of farm and household articles needed by settlers were obtained from the merchants 


COST OF DEVELOPMENT OF IRRIGATION FARMS, CALIFORNIA. 
Rerait Cost of some of the Articles needed in equipping a Farm. 


at Turlock, the nearest large town to Delhi. 


Articles. | Cost. 
aay halt Ae BEE GE 
venience EAN Gr muni fOr NOUSEWOL Fane sscearsctmoris se sesso ee samsiis vein 1aesins LE OgeOston Gs ORO 
PE See OMLO MORSE aesia tee ae ict; siteiseriac nei dias Gielein esp ee dis vette te velocities dr Meee’ snais'ss ieee OmeOatorat s Ome 
Lumber for outbuildings and corral, per thousand — ...............ecee eee eee LOM Cm Ostonl lar Ox: 0 
SL Ory Ges RS US ames LUI CNC Cicanes saa au wenetyeeelniecie <eidaleis i naeisisie sacle a nlicles saa ce cleiiein cia ative Sa OIG 
BABE iNew PStaLOUASO VOCS POOL inasce scent st aciis sce seetbecitedascect denenccscwaricassies MO 
DSCRMUME TEC Dawe scasscauacsudssessereseterss sss secs ese tioch eae sane ieiedlguts Veen ORC) 
-Woven wire, two feet wide— | 
inronslockens Sin-ehie hor GumasSpace, PEK LOUs ©... ves. ssi siencrasiee'sts/secaise eo 
Union lock, 26 in. high, 6 in. space, roll of 20 rods...............2.0-0s00 0+ me i (W) 
Cmekenawires cape nigh per LOL Gh LOO ftp Mancce «ceo. st eSscneotorcepmccnve ioesass 016 0 
PLO SeOne os DOL LOMA DAGIUY: Uae. w aces sacha sioeaclonc sca: ape seteoescemsile= see Leo Oto L3le Om oO 
ARSED, SO ONES Shc coogS So autlodte CBOR See IBECaeOe Oc PORE COcre Ee GAtR Ant ence erp eemCn Mon mre Ga. 0 
SCUOLA TIO CSM een sve ste cas: alse ccias shadd. seoedemnivecoss ssn: ss verenees abeas uses sas LUO FO tose 0) 20 
ID ETIRAGION cm scecng CoaR nee ROR CESS SIS OE IIRC RBC ADE COP TOO Rep ode doe CeMete adn aeene eC Aree | 16 0 Oto 4110 0 
ROOM O Se RAINES ONE: Met atts caso scmseewaccince ss sgtinetetandmasirrdtveccddteesdecnsess Oui 4 ee 1 Ola O) 
HEIN CMe sa aie cRai isaac oaiseeee ssbie spieiciaielee sire athe asinlsicisiisnd sense aemaethiek ee On LOM G 
Howls, PGW GOZOD seccssucscsnccaeat Ad aga eeo oa GaSe aaTeacn Sc Gone ia ora peaneconimocay Vora State) 
IZanchewallaimorplough=— WOO DEALS 22 vse ccevas onisoe siete ste seleedironesiens le aeaneisies | 510 90 
Phe eS eaiily tues os eae Meee eee cows wees cheetah eter twine oe Ogre) 
9 foot spike tooth harrow—New Ajax 5-8 inch teeth— | 
UMUC — nngooeaocnes cme On 0 
GOmboo timer danwers sc: | 8 0 0 
PAT eda roe are ike eT ESIC Scarpa gn aig 2 n0ipcn neovaaices yanecgednndeeasasuisavavogevdsins Sal Op Ontor 2 Ont Ose 0 
He CUM VY AsOR erscsnde st ne ssendtas adantawiectswcnticssasedeeee a eer lO ee 
id ouaves (NEO FRENOUIET — conighoobooue Sad eddecade™ 1obdUs"ioSonadebosuonstosbaoocedsHcudeAr PelossO Orta tT LOe 0 
BEDS ro Gea Meme sewn nteed eats faey dec taltas eo dtnee Oaiac a Vora netic aatence sesame oantoda nes HP 7a Gee.) 
La AULD EEETNG cops coc conduanncogdgngudbcet dubaboce daqgceunecert bbe TnacnaoscogHaLnoTeanaaceacae ee ras OO ae 
Ebaricd g Ea Vi Ou tetta DUCKEE SPURY tcc. tas cnet Onan oses take nadie basysshieebastenecdcass ele LOMO 
LEY (SRC GIANT. .cotisceduoundennonuctoqnceondene Dee sandonae Cone eee oe 
Ey LOGOUT OW. CLs OMIM RICENO tar. cetere tacod acco pen st cane medersc ous sgiclee.s tenes ce seiie's os | 23 10 0 
OlroOGtralkemerr wees mecca ena aeecceh sie tenants teeuc cn. ereantauteeeacteer elie LO OHO. 
13 Rey ~ saa a5cr dasnbosopssadbedunoned asangaes. daddeoc sHapoh JeoudastocuonduguEnuactsascnessae orl Oa Ol tor, Salon. G 
PN eOsN Werte WS URS) Upp cobuddohe nos sanobooonn een pedtoo, code sacnuGsoqcbec a uaCOnsae Peo O ) 0 to, 51. 05 0 
Pitehforks—satine wo teem handlewes.ag.cmsacccssatensoantccentbeusuesecencese niceties Ome Su LO 
ALbine sO uLeeuanGlenp neaccte cu ccte scenes occ ec moons tea osectemete aa 0 9 10 
Shovels——Wonomhandlemearrssacsmeet seisodamavarcccest oe seaehdeuranomavanntser cena. 0 8 Oto 012 0 
Hoes—6 to 8 inches ................ Lav ME Re Be anti e ah Bane ocean an SME Asean ae pe eGo Ra). 83 
SAAC e Steen tr eat See sed oNtass dsinund Srdaestoawuadcssesetawedcntecasuanedciannsisaoedak OF Dez 
P OSU MUGOL —O INGNER Mie aeigas. conc snenstesetedineasa Leangnorestagaedhasislens sp usdiis Oa 
BITC AP LA) Meee tate eter eractnes aes scien sists sates teisols eiciate sujaisie dweldiswineletajettie 3 ela O 
JUbrel cre ney tier 2 Ca soos behopenhebbabrcontcec bbl eosponesecdedoo: nnbecuenabocnee eet OP sO 
2B ICA 2.6 PASEEGRORAE hoe BAP DOB DERDe RCH POLO CE Mer ARE RC RCE an amere | 4 2 0 
OHCCL MEET Men ana MoMA AAS tach ee nerecetieinee ae ete sete ret ses esat: | aa OO 
Peedineghrou Clem n.cstmeas tact acca ater tats aeeenact ef sceeders saan mal aoe 2O0rtdr 5 1007 
ReedeDUckoOusr se Or UAT Grea LA MROUs in. aque seer qatame naa scls talc cingeiv sisi noms cidiaesioae net Wee NRE 2 of 
Oiqnart Salamon tangsss.dassesoeascessce Ree sau acadanice tec ee sts i Olea O 
TPkqrart ale rOus eas ascasasssdsstnssesaessestetecesatecescedtsastevess Om Sake 
LAr uate alannomene sss ses tesoassarad ieedsnc<dejsseMaecesaasnsesee MO mo eS 
AG Quart Galironiss aactatanatcec iat seataedasinstcssintaereseasswicleacens RC) Sat) 
EDEL COR MEN ee \eeentenanas cies ses MMUENES oetma nes Nea secesa visits tals riaseenleycidadeaie ee naesnatecs ie Oe Sel G 
House Furnishings. 
COOKsStovel (Wood )=—Steel ran Ge GOLEM ue sededecsie sn scons c-neairesscnacacsiees sas ene 13. 0 0 to 5410 O 
CRNA RAE EY GRDATSZE ALONE Golde sconecactodaaseoocsoddbonsaccoaser Hee Xe) 
. Castiron range, 4holew Recdiodsncewsnsetvecues descweo caves ss 4 7 6 
Hoel Tange} GiOlOs ALOPLAOOR” Pee cewsssieceedenss cg cncnwaciine 5410 0 
Cook stove (kerosene)—3 burner coal oil, quick meal..............cccceceeeeeeeees 6 6 O 
Double: burmenpovienesnessrtessscsasonsescadeecosseassocves tem OREO! © 2 SAO 
EG CISE AG Kale Pha ubopbt ohveo: SLC yb SOR oBEC UBC An Con Oen saERecpoonaOSe Le LORSO 
Table—42 in. to $0 in-, 6 ft. OxteNISION....25..-.csceseconcndedecnessccneceesssaesees Lo & 0 to"25 .0°.0 
PMURCILOMING NHAC Ae ya ant it bing cae ds sea eta iaan se mastmosaettestcacleceiesaes ne ect siacivse se OREO 
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12 
Articles. Cost. 

7 x ' ni ine, £ os. d. 
Bedstead (double), iron or brass  .........2eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eaalenee patie tewakie oeeereett 2516) 0 to 7 10 O 
Sprig ecke ccemsrecacanaseaeees soiseeinne ste sie peiene ai cpetiei isn se ssietaoteletastela sis]se Ostre tie iiaaes ee P12 Osta GeO mC) 
Mattress, oa.ce cn sedissee.sscrie te uv oanelevae eeouinks d oetse tbe seca sla k.cela en ee ete ae ae 6 0 0 to 916 0 
Cook utensils (family of five) for necessities—not aluminium ............0...6 3 5. 0 to een mC: 
Kitchen table—42 inwex 48 ims Wess nmanmasnascisen sean inet eile arin er Ree ean Ht 8 (Osteo 316 0 
Linolenm—per square yard. 000... vasweseesss sree nels anleet is leleesiea i) eee eeamtnRe .Q 4 10 

TIGR ERC) | SageeeAtb snubaderc dobar o Cagmocnnondbsadsudonacdage Jeaien sason5 Mena ly" hee 
IDAUENC lack matopoobaasoadabotcroanaccdaudoAtbadscsadooocnSsongsdsnocasoasas Ace one Om LO Gee ob 012 0 
Kitchen: Cabinet meensss.coceracetasense dares soenathe ne sasecee cet acee eee e eee Meenas 8 15 10 to — 16 (OG 
Carpet—8ix LO tt rcragsirn gs ce-ceancarcssescsee ees Diaession gehts seine gee eee eseCe eres amet Lae sO) 
Wooolsan@ fibre) sxasccsnsotece senqnaece dames cre coitie sare Geena cine ecm eereaes 5 .8 0 to 714 0 
PaPesury BUSSCLS sa auspice ovmsetoesteaewes canh lonasesecebiccs uaa cee Ee Reeneeeee NEES NG) 
Hammer and hhatehet.(:...... +5 misceer-- oneiucens eeeeane hee eee ae See ee () 2 2to 0 job 


It will cost less to equip a 20-acre farm, and the payments will be less, but the first year’s outlay 
will not be halved. It seems therefore that a farmer ought to have from £656 to £1,094 before he 
. tries to buy a farm under the generous terms of this Act. 
COST OF PREPARING FARMS AS PREPARED BY MESSRS. LANG AND AIRD OF THE 
VICTORIAN STATE RIVERS AND WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION. 


1. Cost of improving 15-acre Vineyard. £ ag 
House and outbuilding ste rseeccasecncsdes ote eeeccciastieseraes aris 200 to 300 
Clearingrand ipracdin' ein. «nan incense nent aatacteseneem eco To 
HGTLC1I OW, tether eel sho boanaeoeda. tse soph obradcnondoacas cee gun ciosnononaceac0 V5 eo: 
VINGS Lies .ccne seqjseelsMyaedncae pent sia gk teeny cone ay Resets ace ta 40, 50 
Trellis Posbs.. cseavos stavaetactees estes cae ness ce eens a cee iets 80 ., 95 
Drellis Wire7, tecwcs dedheorsacesa aceon ah saan Nace Ine aw see eateries DD te (li) 
Racks and! harvesting material tena. sec.cre cen ancaetseecesee semen ee 7) sy OD 
Manne, (6 anes teios «4s dts ied vod amanigen ss dane ae Renee e meses ee sete sae nerne 20 55) 30) 
iabouriand horse feedita....s.c4 sesso erates nmcne eee cesee tec 360 ,, 540 
Dotal for house ‘and am provements paar. de-tercscucceseeeeae- re oeneeaer £885 to 1,280 

2. Oost of improving combined Vineyard and Orchard area of 18 acres. Ss Oe 
Clearing and oradincyi aun maces teens peeee een. yee ae ee $0 to 120 
le oto i hee era CAR eRe Ee ie bin erica seen dois bod osoureranodetn 100 ,, 110 
POI CIO so cantarnan ent asTe ener tact Oe CORT OO eee OEE 55 5, 65 
House and outbuildings sss. sare rean tee ee eateeeeee eee 250 ,, 360 
Lucerne-ond: otherseed s1..ccee carts eee oe eee oe ee LO Spf ke 
Cost of livino=Vstisear: ii-s.asancsscemncacete te rtices nena encom name 80 ,, 120 
Making's totalof from 112.225. .eseuas essence eres ait ise eee eee £585 to 787 

3. Cost of improving a Mixed Farm of 60 acres—40 acres irrigated. £ £ 
Housevandiout buildinoge warn ecccttentea mene eee eeeen cee ae teeete 280 ,, 400 
FON ClnG Pek sc. Aaah coe naee te ane RRC ee NOOR. 120 
Grading and channelling’). 2: 5..4.0cesas tangent tees 280 ,, 320 
Taucerne seed andsother seeds asec eeeeeree teen eee mance eee a0, 60 
Cultivation\(livinovone year). seen coat eee ne ee OO Tne 20) 
Making a total for building and improvements  ..............0008 £810 to 1,020 


4, Summary. 

Vineyard, £1,740; Citrus or Soft Fruits Orchard, £1,743; Mixed Farm, £2,455; and of 
these amounts the State, under the Closer Settlement Acts of Victoria, may find 
£1,150, £1,307, and £1,790 respectively, leaving the settler to have £590, £436, and 
£665. ; 


ESTIMATED COST OF 20-ACRE FRUIT FARM. 
PREPARED by C. C. Conncr on the Murrumbidgee Area. 


lst Yeur. 2a ed OW 
Pullinedowanrbimber\iby coniacuccserseceteendeiee ree eeese ees ey 3) 
HENCING WITTE I. .ses cael teecaccoeteen cee nat tetaet ee te etec nome mene 12 Os @ 
Ground, tank: 6. eeicimacene sno cece tence acco ate aateree ne eis eee 12 10 Q 
DItCHING By. ae. eceicuocenerootuetenctness cent meetce een eee eee a oaeeae te 20,0230 
‘Plant: 2 horses; .t4.cesvarttere see cecee aceaeeee eee Oren Sateen 55 0 0 
Rplough 2. sasemackes sennet qneeeeteaen heehee roche eeeer 1K) 
HLA TIGRS, Deva sewne oak couan deece on Gert DEER ae ee teeter tre Oe 8) 
Galtivator sy ccc st sonte tescetace ect ore ose coerce tees Sle One 0 
Harrows' .osrendsatecercemee ene cere ice oi balsas sieieisrasie se ee siatetete DLO MO: 
Tools (small)ips. Siioud. eae abbr aeenee hatte eae eee eee 6 9 0 
Nursery Stocke—10 acres of vinte 2 siott sete. sooner ectacemees teste eee 50 0 0 
age ee i D ACES OL CUURUSm eee ace acts ete aed: Anti e toe ee LOY Oe 10) 
A CONS Orchaih reese sesentes wehiskuecan Poems eae aeeirane saismeseaees ABHIOUsOOL may (Ny XD) 
LiGUg€! «63 cecticaeiecs scpies Og atee eee Meee one eee ee ae eR Cee 300 0 0 
Shed (material only Vise scccass tome tae ance eeewerrcen cn ere ea re 30 0.0 e 
Dive of lorry © 2 iicncn eee eres peer ce ae meee eer here ee 5 U 0 
Living allowance’: oAG ins ncie knee ee eee ee ee LOO) 
Rent, water rate, and suryey fee qs,.scs nance eens eee 30 0 0 
Seed (lucerne, and eats) 2 vinenteetereresenicee here tee ee oe 500 
£865 10 0 
& 
5th Year. 2B) EK ek 
LOLE YS: “ys.toni-elsbshietieie Saup Cate eee Mee ee ee cinerea noe 60 0 O 
Living ‘expenses .<..%. «.dcrve-ceues ee ee 150 0 90 
Rent andwater rate)... ..0)-soesee eee oe ee 30, 070 
a £1,828 10 © 


Sg ee See ee 
Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1928. ~ 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


HAWKESBURY RIVER. 


(REPORT ON. IRRIGABLE AREAS IN THE DRAINAGE OF THE. HAWKESBURY RIVER 
BY DR. ELWOOD MEAD.) , 


Printed under No. 4 Report from Printing Committee, 27 September, 1923. 


Dr. Elwood Mead to The Honorable the Minister for Agriculture. 


Department of Lands, 
Dear Sir, : 27 June, 1923. 
The inspection of irrigable areas in the drainage of the Hawkesbury River with the Minister 
for Public Works and yourself, and Mr. Huddleston, an engineer in the Department of Public Works, on 
Friday, 22nd June, leads to the belief that the irrigation of first-class lands along the river is feasible, and 
that there is an opportunity here for the creation of market gardens and dairy farms that would be profit- 
able to their owners, and of considerable value to the State. 

I have also examined the surveys and estimates of cost made by the Government to determine the 
feasibility of irrigating these areas with water taken from the conduit of the Warragamba Scheme, and 
inspected one proposed pumping plant to take water directly from the Hawkesbury River. 

This hurried inspection does not permit of presenting any definite figures as to cost ; but taking the 
estimates prepared for irrigation from the Warragamba Scheme, and a familiarity with what irrigation 
costs, I have reached the following conclusions :— 


1. Only first-class land in this region ought to be considered in any scheme of irrigation development. 
No other land will pay interest on the expenditure required to provide water, or give satisfactory 
results under intense culture. 

2. The most economical way of irrigating the first-class land bordering the river, would be by pumping 
works, taking water directly from the stream. ‘The lift is not great; it would be about 40 feet 
at the site inspected, Pumps designed to irrigate from 1,000 to 2,500 acres, that is, to provide 
water for 100 farms would be economical units, and there ought to be little delay in the develop- 
ment of areas of these sizes. If pumping charges alone were considered, a single pumping plant 
located at Penrith to water the 8,000 acres of plains land below would be more economical than 
smaller units. The objection to this is the uncertainty as to how long it would require to bring 
the large area under irrigation culture, Judging by the experience of other countries, with as 
large a rainfall as this section, and of countries where agriculture mainly depends on rain, the 
development of the Jarge area would be slow and the initial cost would be largely increased by 
interest. The best method of developing here, tuerefore, would be to begin with an area which 
could be settled and brought under complete irrigation development within a period of say two 
years. This initial unit would have to be regarded as experimental. It would test whether 
there was a genuine demand for irrigated farms by people willing to cultivate the land as 
irrigation requires, and it would also determine whether or not the returns from agriculture 
would warrant the expenditure for irrigation works. 


3. Installing a small pumping plant would determine the cost of water for irrigated areas, and the 
returns which would come from intense culture under irrigation. It is the only safe plan of 
irrigation development in this section. There is another reason for caution; the greater part of 
the water which can be made available by the Warragamba Scheme will sooner or later he needed 
by the City of Sydney. Irrigation development which would interfere with the proper safe- 
guarding of the water supply of the city would be a mistake. 


Respectfully yours, 
(Signed ) ELWOOD MEAD. 


The Hon. F. A. Chaffey, M.L.A., 
Minister for Agriculture. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


ee + 


RIVER MURRAY WATERS. 


(MEMORANDUM BY DR. ELWOOD MEAD RESPECTING ALLOCATION OF MURRAY WATERS, AND 
AMENDMENTS TO LAWS GOVERNING WATER RIGHTS.) 


Printed under No, 4 Report from Printing Committee, 27 September, 1923. 


Dr. Elwood Mead to The Honorable the Acting Premier. 
Sir, 


I beg leave to offer the following suggestions and advice regarding plans for utilising the New 
South Wales share of the Murray Waters, and amendments of the State water laws. Ata later date a 
further memorandum will be submitted on Problems of Settlement and Agricultural Development. 


The soil and climate of New South Wales give to irrigated agriculture and to rural life in irrigated 
areas unusual value and attractiveness. Irrigation makes possible the growth of a wide variety of valuable 
products, giving a high acreage return. The irrigated area will support a dense population, with a 
high average.of human comfort. These conditions give to the available water supply great economic 
importance. 

In the near future, when population has increased, and the value of irrigated agriculture is better 
understood, there will be a wide demand fora share of this water, and the struggle for its control will increase 
in like measure. Early and definite action needs to be taken which will provide for efficient and complete 
public control of all public water supplies. Unless this is done, the great length of water frontages, the 
great disparity between the acres of land suited to irrigation and the water available for irrigation is certain 
to lead to discord, disappointment, and even civil strife. 


I have read the amending legislation proposals submitted by the Hon. F. A. Chaffey, Minister for 
Agriculture, and regard the proposed legislation providing for public control of water as wise and timely. 
In addition to legislation recommended by the Minister, I advise that careful consideration be given to 
incorporating the doctrine of precedence or priority of right as a basic feature of water rights. 


The great length of frontages along the Murray, the great area of land susceptible of irrigation from 
the river, the great money value which in time will inhere in rights to water makes the economical and 
efficient management of its waters a complex and difficult task. In the future there will be great pressure 
to include more acres than can be adequately served. There will be great opposition on the part of land- 
owners to excluding any areas which can be reached, and a tendency to delay a definite fixing of irrigation 
boundaries. But unless this is done, the ultimate result will be an impairment or destruction of the security 
and stability of water rights, a wasteful distribution of water, ‘and a serious menace to the success of 
irrigated agriculture. This danger that more rights to water will be recognised than can be protected is 
made greater because there is so little to-day to suggest its future momentous importance. Large holdings 
and a sparse rural population have delayed irrigation development and recognition of the value of water 
in irrigation. 

With this preliminary explanation, let us now consider the water rights situation under the Murra v 
Waters Agreement. Through this agreement the State of New South Wales controls and uses the normal 
flow of the Murrumbidgee River and the State of Victoria the normal flow of the Goulburn River. There 
is an obligation to supply South Australia with volumes of water, varying from 47,000 acre-feet a month 
in winter to 134,000 acre-feet a month in summer. This it is expected will come from the flood waters 
of the Goulburn, Murrumbidgee, Darling, and other tributaries of the Murray. Outside of this obligation 
to South Australia the States of New South Wales and Victoria share equally in the regulated flow of the 
Upper Murray. It is anticipated that the volume available for use in New South Wales will average 2,113 
cubic feet per second, or enough water to irrigate about 200,000 acres of land, the exact area depending 
on where the water is used. 
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Private Diversions. 


The extent of the areas which can be developed under plans prepared by the State will depend on 
the extent of private diversions and the quantity required for Trusts and domestic and stock supplies. 


Licenses have been granted to ninety-six private users with a maximum right to take 520 cusees, or 
about one-fourth of the.total supply. Not half of this is diverted at present, but the active era of private 
diversions has not yet begun. As inter-State railways are extended north of the Murray, under agree- 
ments recently made, more water will be used under existing licenses, and there will be a large number of 
requests for new ones. One-fourth of the available supply should, therefore, be allocated to private 
diversions. 

Water Trusts, Stock and Domestic Supplies. 


The report of Mr. H. H. Dare of 1st August, 1922, gives a list of Trust areas already created for 
providing stock and domestic supplies. With increase of population and agricultural development the 
number of these Trusts will increase, and there will be a considerable increase in the demand of cities and 
towns which will have to be met. The map which accompanies Mr. Dare’s report shows two proposed 
Water Trusts, one on the Wakool and one on the Edwards River. This map is referred to because it shows 
the large number of natural streams that intersect the territory between the Murray and the Murrum- 
bidgee. There is a popular expectation that, with regulation, provision will be made to fill a considerable 
number of these streams with water and keep them supplied during the summer in order to provide 
domestic supplies and for the irrigation of small tracts on individual farms. Measured by the acreage 
which will be served and by the value of products which can be grown this kind of irrigation is exceedingly 
wasteful. Much larger and better results can be secured from the careful selection of the best land and 
providing for the complete irrigation of compact areas. Licenses to water a few acres on a dry farm or 
to irrigate frontage land not suited to intense culture ought to be restricted to narrow limits. With the 
best that can be done there will be a considerable increase in the private irrigation of frontage land, which, 
with allowances for trusts and towns, will absorb two-fifths of the available supply. This leaves 120,000 
acre-feet to be located by the State where closer settlement and the efficient and economical use of water 
-can be best secured. 


e 


Selection by the State of Irrigation areas along the Lower Murray. 


The Murray falls into two divisions, an upper one, extending from Albury to Swan Hill: In this 
area nearly all the land can be watered by gravity or by a very small pumping lift. A lower division, 
extending from Swan Hill to Wentworth: In this all the best land is so far above the river that a 
pumping lift of 30 to 108 feet will be necessary. The Upper Division has a heavier rainfall, hence a larger 
acreage can he served with a given volume of water than in the lower one, but the demand for irrigation is 
not so manifest, and will not for some years be as consistent as in the lower one, where the benefits of 
irrigation are more apparent. Jn the lower division areas of soil can be selected which are unsurpassed 
for intense culture, aud the climate enables semi-tropical fruits to be grown to perfection. An expert 
Committee which examined this area in 1921 recommended the development of the following tracts :— 


; Acres. 
Nine Mile, including part of Gol Gol... or ie sy ne os 20,000 
Lake Benannee 18 ae 52 eo) ot nets Bis ee ae 10,000 
Curlwaa, with additional 500 acres (about)... shay a oe A 2,300 

Total ... ea Eee ae af ay ee a 32,300 


At Poon Boonand Wakoolare other areas of excellent land, which are worthy of careful consideration. 
The pumping lift is relatively low, and the benefits to the surrounding areas of having an irrigation centre 
at this point will be considerable. If these areas are included it will bring the total of the areas to be 
developed by the State in the lower Division up to about 50,000 acres. 


Development in the Upper Divisions. 
This leaves 70,000 acres to be located elsewhere. There is no lack of land in the upper section. 
A canal starting near Albury would command by gravity about 1,400,000 acres. Another canal starting 
near Moama will command an immense area on Thule Creek. While far more land can be supplied by 
gravity than can be irrigated, not all is suitable. On the contrary, the subsoil over a large part is too close 
in texture to give good results. A careful soil study of the area which can be commanded by gravity or 
by a low pumping lift between Albury and Barham should therefore be made. It is believed that areas 
of 5,000 to 10,000 acres can be found suited to intense culture, and it is possible that much larger ones 
exist. The larger the area the better the facilities which can be provided for marketing and other needs 
of the people who live init. The first step in the investigation should be a conference of engineers and 
agricultural experts of the State Government. They know the approximate locations of the good land. 
The approved areas should then be thoroughly investigated by a soil expert, the chief feature of his work 
being frequent borings to a depth of 4 to 6 feet to determine the character of the subsoil, this being an 

important factor in the penetration of water and of the roots of plants. 


While there is at present far less interest in irrigation in the upper division than in the lower, I am 
convinced that this indifference will soon disappear, and that a considerable part of the available water 
should be allocated to this section of the stream. Water will cost less being distributed by gravitation, 
a cusec will irrigate more acres because there will be less evaporation, and more moisture will come from 
rain. These conditions favour lucerne-growing, which, from the national standpoint, is the most valuable 
crop which can be grown in the irrigated areas. 


Without disparaging fruit-growing, which is an agreeable and remunerative form of irrigated 
culture, fruit does not have the value to the surrounding areas that lucerne and other fodder crops have, and 
there needs in the future to bea closer relation between the dry-farmed and irrigated areas. On a recent 

visit 


es 
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visit to the Experimental Farm at Leeton 200 sheep were seen feeding on an acre under a plan in which 
the sheep harvested the mature crop quickly, and were then transferred to another area where the crop 
is ready for harvest. Under this plan 10 to 20 sheep can be maintained on an acre throughout the season. 
Similar demonstrations were seen in Victoria, and it is believed that this form of harvesting and marketing 
fodder crops is destined to be largely extended in the near future. 

Reasons for Incorporating the Doctrine of Precedence or Priority in the State’s Water Laws. 

The irrigation laws of nearly all other English-speaking countries, of Italy, Mexico, and practically 
all countries where water is not under the absolute control of the Government, give to the older user of 
water precedence or priority of right over late users. This doctrine, often stated as “‘ first in time first 
in right ” operates in an automatic way to determine who shall be supplied and who cut off in periods of 
drought. It gives a stability and security to at least a portion of the irrigated area that is essential to 
its permanence and success, and relieves those charged with administration from criticism and opposition 
that it is very difficult to withstand in times of drought when the demand greatly expands. Thus far, 
difficulties in division of water have not led to the incorporation of this feature in Australian laws, but its 
careful consideration by the Government of New South Wales is strongly urged. The 850 miles of shore 
line along the main stream, the network of natural streams in the country between the Murray and the Mur- 
-Iumbidgee, createa problem of stream regulation as complicated and difficult as any with which Iam familiar. 
There is a general belief among the holders of riparian lands throughout this extended area that they are 
-entitled to a share in this water. This belief has so much to support it that popular opinion is likely to 
be enlisted on the side of those who assert such claims. It seems unfair to deny water to those willing to 
build their own works and who can show its value in improving conditions, but the plain fact is that there 
is not enough water to permit of this. There must be rigid and great restriction, many occupiers who would 
like a share must be denied. Nothing is more important than adequate action at this time, when restric- 
tionscan be imposed without destroying any development. There is no question that New South Wales 
should adopt the doctrine of Priority or Precedence. All existing rights should be given the same priority. 
Areas selected tor development by the State within a definite period should also be given the same priority. 
But all private diversions made after the passage of the Act and on future diversions for domestic and 
stock purposes, the doctrine of “ first in time first in right’ should be imposed. Where safe limits have 
been reached applicants for rights should be fully advised. Without the support of this doctrine no admin- 
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istration can maintain a refusal of additional diversions so long as water goes to waste. This will occur: 


long after safe limits for irrigation have been passed. There is practically no normal flow of the river, the 
variations in different years being unusually wide. In 1902 the total flowat Albury was less than 1,000,000 
acre-feet. In 1917 it was over 10,000,000 acre-feet. The flow in 1916 was six times that of 1914. Those 
asking for licenses will point to the waste in flood time and if granted rights they will assert rights to a 
proportionate share in dry months and dry years. To give this will ruin orchards and make irrigation 
more uncertain and unsatisfactory than a dependence on rain. 

There is attached to this an Appendix giving a brief summary of the legislation regarding priority 
‘in Canada and the American States. It will be seen that some States discriminate between different uses 
and the expediency of this is worthy of the attention of the New South Wales Government, but this is 
not urgent. A decision on whether or not the doctrine of priority should be incorporated in the State’s 
water laws is. 

Sections 6 and 7 of the Water Act, which permit of certain diversions without any State Notice or 
control should also be amended. No diversions of any character should be permitted until licensed by the 
State. 

SUMMARY. 
1. Suggestions regarding areas to be selected for plan development. 
2. Future development should be preceded by a soil survey. ° 
3, Doctrine of Precedence or Priority recommended. 
4, Amendment of Sections 6 and 7 of State Water Acts advised. 
Yours, &c., 


ELWOOD MEAD. 
"To the Honorable the Acting Premier. 


As the introduction of the doctrine of precedence or priority in the Water Laws of this State is an 
important matter, certain extracts of the Statutes of different countries have been copied to show its 
character. 

WaTER RicHtTs PRovIsIONS. 


The earher Irrigation Act of the Dominion of Canada in 1906 contains Water Rights Provisions 
which fix the right of the Crown to determine how water shall be diverted and used, and requiring the approval 
of the Public Authorities to each diversion and states, paragraph 3, section 10, such applications shali have 
precedence according to the respective dates of their filing with the Commission. 

In the Amending Act of June, 1914, this recognition of the doctrine of priority or precedence is 
repeated in section 3, of Article 10, with the addition that a further precedent is recognised, based on 
character and use, domestic use coming first, municipal second, industrial third, and irrigation fourth. 

The Water Laws of the different American States all include this doctrine of precedence or priority. 


The following are the constitutional provisions or statutory enactments of the different Irrigation 
States of America recognising the doctrine of priority :— 


Colorado. 


Section 6.—* The right to divert unappropriated waters of every natural stream for beneficial uses 
shall never be denied. Priority of appropriation shall give the better right, as between those using the 
water for the same purpose, but when the waters of any natural stream are not sufficient for the service 
of all those desiring the use of the same, those using the water for domestic purposes shall have the preference 
over those claiming for any other purpose, and those using the water for agricultural purposes shall have 
the preference over those using the same for manufacturing purposes.” Wyoming. 


i 
Wyoming. 
Section 3.—Article VIII.—‘ Priority of appropriation for beneficial uses shall give the better right. 


No appropriation shall be denied, except when such denial is demanded by the public interests.” 
A special Board is created to determine these priorities. 


California, : 
Section 1414.—“‘ As between appropriators the one first in time is the first in right.” 


Washington. 

Section 1709.—** The right to the use of water in any lake, pond, or flowing spring, or the right to- 
the use of water flowing in any river, stream, or ravine, for irrigation, mining, or manufacturing purposes, 
or for supplying cities, towns, or villages with water, or for water works, may be acquired by appropriation, 
and as between appropriations the first in time is first in nght.” 


Montana. 
Section 1254.—-* As between appropriators the one first in time is first in right.” 


Kansas. 
Session Laws 1891, page 225, recognise priority, and the right to underground supplies, as well as: 
surface supplies. 
Nebraska. 
Section 11.—-““ By compliance with the above rules the claimant’s right to the use of the water relates. 
back to the time the notice was posted.” 
North Dakota. 
Section 2029.—-* Such use shall not interfere with any prior right or claim to such waters when the- 
law has been complied with in doing the necessary work.” 


Utah. 


Section 422.—-“ When, by priority of possession, rights to the use of water for mining, agricultural, 
manufacturing and other purposes have vested and accrued, and are recognised by the local customs, laws, 
and decisions of the Court, the owners and possessors of such vested rights shall be maintained and protected 
in them.” 

Oreyon. 
Section 10.—*‘ All controversies respecting rights to water under this Act shall be determined by 


the dates of the appropriations as respectively made thereunder by the parties.” 


Idaho. 
Section 5.—‘‘ Priority of appropriation shall give the better right as between those using the water.” 


Nevada. 
Section 3.—-* Priority of appropriation for beneficial uses shall give the better right. No appro- 
priation shall be denied except when such denial is demanded by the public interests.” 
A Special Board is created to determine these priorities. 


Texas. 

Section 4.—"* As between appropriators, the one first in time is the one first in right to such quantity 
of the water only as is reasonably sufficient and necessary to irrigate the land susceptible of irrigation on 
either side of the diteh or canal.” 

Arizona. 

Section 3215.—“ During years whena scarcity of water shall exist, owners of fields shall have prefer- 
ence of the water for irrigation, according to the dates of their respective titles, or their occupation of the- 
lands, either by themselves or their grantors. The oldest titles shall have precedence always.” 

New Mexico. 

_ And no priority of right for any purpose is to attach to any construction, change, or enlargement 

until such record is made.” ; 
United States. 

Doctrine of priority recognised by Congress of United States, 1866. See Kinney, Irrigation, page- 
174, paragraph 113. 

Dominion of Canada. 

_ 10. Any water, the property in which is vested in the Crown, may be required for domestic, 
municipal, industrial, irrigation, and other purposes, including the granting of permission to erect dams, . 
piers, booms, and other necessary works in any non-navigable stream to facilitate the passage of logs, timber, 
and other products of the forest along such stream, upon application therefor as hereinafter provided. 

‘ 2. All applications shall be made in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

3. Such applications shall have precedence according to the respective dates of their filing with 
the Commissioner. 

ees Subject to the provisions of subsection 3 of this section, applications for the several purposes 
mentioned in subsection id of this section shall have precedence in the following order :—First, domestic 
purposes; second, municipal purposes; third, industrial purposes ; fourth, irrigation purposes; and fifth,. 
other purposes.’ 


i ee eee 
[4d.] Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 
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RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION. 


REPORT, in compliance with Clause 19 (II.) of the River Murray 
Agreement, covering the Period Ist July, 1922, to 30th June, 1923. 


CLAUSE 19 (III.)—RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT. 
Subject to this Agreement and any Acts ratifying the same, the Commission— 


(III.) shall before the first day of October in each year prepare and forward to each of the Contracting 
Governments a report as to— 


(a) its proceedings during the twelve months ended on the thirtieth day of June then last past ; 


(b) the operations carried on by it or under its orders and particularly as to the gauging of, and all deliveries 
of, water during such period ; 


(c) the effect of the diversions to the said thirtieth day of June on the volume of the River Murray and its 
tributaries ; 


(d) the scope and effect of all works in pursuance of this Agreement ; 

(e) the names, salaries, allowances, or wages, positions, and duties of officers or persons employed by it ; 
(f) its receipts and expenditure during the said period ; 

(g) its administration generally during the said period. 


PERSONNEL OF RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION. 


On the 10th February, 1923, the Hon. P. G. Stewart, M.P., Minister for Commonwealth 
Works and Railways, was appointed Commonwealth representative vice the Hon. R. W. Foster, 
APP | 

On 25th January, 1923, advice was received from the Premier of South Australia to the 
effect that Mr. J. Gore Stewart, Engineer-in-Chief for South Australia, was appointed Deputy 
Commissioner during the temporary absence on account of illness of the Commissioner representing 
that State, Mr. J. H. O. Haton. Mr. Eaton resumed his duties on the Commission on 20th April, 
1923. 

Mr. F. Martin Smith, who was appointed as from the lst May, 1922, to act as required 
during the absence on account of illness of Mr. H. H. Dare, Commissioner representing the State 
of New South Wales, continued to so act until 20th July, 1922, when Mr. Dare resumed duty. 


The Commission was constituted at the 30th June, 1923, as follows :— 


Commonwealth .. Hon. P. G. Stewart, M.P. 

(Deputy Commissioner, Mr T. Hill, M.V.I.E.) 
New South Wales .. Mr H.H. Dare, M. Inst. C.E.; M. Inst. E., Aust. 
Victoria, aes .. Mr. J.8. Dethridge, M. Inst. C.E.; A. M. Inst. E. Aust. 
South Australia .. Mr. J. H. O. Eaton, M. Inst. EB. Aust. 


On 29th December, 1922, the Commission was informed by the Secretary, Department of 
Commonwealth Works and Railways, that executive approval had been given for the renewal 
of the appointment of Mr. Thomas Hill as Deputy Commissioner representing the Commonwealth 
for a further period of five years, as from the Ist February, 1923. 


On 8th February, 1923, advice was received from the Premier of South Australia to the 


effect that Mr. J. H. O. Eaton was re-appointed to the position of Commissioner representing 
that State for a further period of five years from lst February, 1923. 


4 
During the year 1922-1923 the Commission assembled on the dates set out hereunder :— 
11th July, 1922 a .. At Echuca. 
29th August, 1922 At Hume Reservoir and Albury. 


17th and 19th October, 1922 .. At Lake Victoria Storage and Morgan. 
6th and 8th February, 1923 .. At Melbourne and Hume Reservoir. 


Ist March, 1923 re: .. At Sydney. 
7th June, 1923 + .. At Weir and Lock No. 3 (8.A.), and Morgan. 
28th June, 1923 , .. At Albury. 


In addition to the meetings above referred to, periodical inspections of the various works 
in course of construction were made by the Commission, reference to which appears in a later 
section of this Report. 

In compliance with the direction contained in Clause 19 (IIT.) of the River Murray Agree- 
ment, the following Report of the proceedings of the Commission, to which is attached copies of 
reports by the three Constructing Authorities,-covermg operations in connexion with works, 
investigations, surveys, gaugings and diversions during the year 1922-1923, is hereby submitted 
~ to the four Contracting Governments. 


FINANCE. 
Works EXPENDITURE. 
Contributions by the Four Contracting Governments. 

The total expenditure by the three Constructing Authorities durmg the year 1922-1923 
on works, surveys, &c.; was estimated by the Commission, in accordance with the details set out 
in the Report of the Commission for the year 1921-1922 at £807,000, and the four Contracting 
Governments were asked to contribute towards such expenditure in the following proportions, 


V1Z. :-— £ s. d. 
Commonwealth x mt TtS 06157 0 

New South Wales oF By 211,312 19 39 

Victoria Vas Mi as AMIS A ohms - (b, 

South Australia 64 e 211 SI2ai eed 

_ £807,000 0 0 


As the rate of expenditure during the first half of the year indicated the possibility of the 
above estimate being exceeded, the Commission on the 28th February, 1923 (in the light of a 
statement prepared indicating that the actual expenditure as at the 3lst January amounted to 
£522,821 6s. 1d.), directed that the three Constructing Authorities be requested to furnish estimates 
of the probable expenditure for the remaining portion of the year. As a result of the replies 
received from the three Constructing Authorities the Commission estimated that an amount of 
£40,000 m excess of the estimate for the year (£807,000) would be required, and on the 6th 
April, 1923, the four Contracting Governments were accordingly requested to furnish, in com- 
pliance with Clause 34 (paragraph 3) of the Agreement, their respective proportions of the excess 
expenditure referred to, viz. :— 


Commonwealth Ph: Be a LOLOLS 
New South Wales A or ». £10;474 
Victoria ah A ”; .. £10,474 
South Australia we .. £10,474 

£40,000 


Advice was received from each of the Contracting Governments to the effect that 
contributions covering the estimated additional expenditure would be made available as required. 
The rate of expenditure during the last quarter was not, however, so great as that maintained 
in respect of the previous portion of the year, and the total amounts which the four Contracting 
Governments were called upon to contribute in respect of the whole year are indicated hereunder:— 


z Siiidh 

Commonwealth Pe Me 176,921 5 0 

New South Wales Aye mt 216,026 5 0 
Victoria As a .. 224,260 19 0* 

South Australia Me ia O20 amen) 

Total ay. . 2) £883 2340 14s 


a 


* £8,234 14s. Od. was on account of contributions payable in respect of year 1921-22. 
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In accordance with the procedure adopted by arrangement with the four Contracting 
Governments, monthly contributions to meet estimated expenditure were made available by each. 
of the four Governments. The following statement sets out the total amounts paid to the 
Commission during each month of the year :— 


duly. .. £56,000 January : of) £85;000 
August oe eo2.0UG February my eed 2,000 
September .. £80,000 March tee ee CUCNI 
October re © £72,000 April .. .. £50,000 
November 2 ee 200,000 Ways ee . | 8603000 
December ~ oe £92,000 June .. A £60,000 

Total .. £825,000 


Hapenditure by Constructing Authorities. 


In accordance with the general procedure adopted in relation to the financial operations of 
the Commission, fixed advances were made to the three Constructing Auth@fities to meet 
expenditure on the various works as incurred. The Commission, upon receipt periodically of 
the acquitted vouchers covering such expenditure, has recouped the Constructing Authorities 
to the extent of the expenditure involved, the amounts of the advances thus having been 
maintained. This procedure, which was adopted after consultation with the representatives of 
the three Constructing Authorities, has enabled all expenditure on works to be met by the 
Constructing Authorities without delay, and has facilitated and simplified the financial 
arrangements between the Commission and the Constructing Authorities. 


Fixed Advances. 


At the Ist July, 1922, the amounts of the fixed advances held by the three Constructing 
Authorities to meet ordinary works expenditure were as follow :— 


New South Wales ae ae oe S1D-500 
Victoria 0, oe S. #., £13,000 
South Australia ae: ~ .. £30,000 


On the 2nd August, 1922, the Constructing Authority for South Australia pointed out 
that the advance made to that State was insufficient to meet currrent expenditure and requested 
that such advance be increased to £40,000. The Commission, on 29th August, accordingly 
approved of the payment of an additional amount of £10,000, which payment was made on 
2nd September, 1922. 


On 6th December, 1922, the same Constructing Authority submitted an application to 
the effect that the advance be further increased to £50,000. In view of the large increase in 
the expenditure, the Commission concurred in the payment of an additional amount of £10,000, 
which was made on 9th January, 1923. 


The Constructing Authority for Victoria, on 2nd August, 1922, advised the Commission 
that the advance of £13,000, held by that Constructing Authority, was found to be insufficient 
to meet the increasing outlay, and requested that such advance be increased to £20,000. 
Approval was given for the payment of an additional amount of £7,000, which was made 
available on 4th September, 1922, 


Special Advances. 


On 11th July, 1922, the Commission approved of an application made by the Constructing 
Authority for New South Wales for payment of a special advance of £7,000 to meet expenditure 
in connexion with the resumption of land at the Hume Reservoir. This advance was made 
available, but in view of anticipated legal difficulties, and the possibility of the advance in 
question not being required for some considerable time, the amount was refunded by the 
Constructing Authority on 17th J uly, 1922. A further application for payment of this advance 
was made on 10th August, 1922, and the amount in question was paid on the same day. 


On 16th June, 1923, in response to an application received from the Constructing Authority 
for New South Wales, payment was made to that Constructing Authority of a special advance of 
£5,000 to enable payment of depreciation claims in respect of plant supplied by the Public Works 
Department. 
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In response to an application by the Constructing Authority for Victoria, a special advance 
of £1.915, to meet the payment of purchase money in connexion with land acquired at the Hume 
Pe sarroir: was made to that Constructing Authority on the 20th July, 1922. 


On 16th April, 1923, the Constructing Authority for Victoria applied for a further special 
advance of £4,649 12s. 8d., to enable payment of a progress contract claim. Payment of the 
amount required was made on the same day. 


(Norn.—Each of the special advances referred to above was adjusted by the Constructing 
Authority concerned.) 


The following statement sets out the expenditure incurred by the three Constructing 
Authorities up to 30th June, 1923, on the various works :— 


EXPENDITURE ON WORKS FOR THE YEAR 1922-1923, anp Total EXPENDITURE TO 30TH JUNE, 1923. 


Works, &ec. Expenditure at 30/6/1922. Expenditure for Year 1922-1923. | Total Expenditure at 30/6/23. 
8 Sen. £ Sond: £ Bord. a ie tik £ Bi id: £ Bd. 
New South Wales— 
Advances a 48 ae 15,500 0 O 15,500 0 0 
Miscellaneous Expenditure .. a6 14,280 19 1 e 14,280 19 1 
Lock Site Surveys A te 14,389 16 6 3,249 13 7 17,6391 0 mau 
Hume Reservoir Surveys .. a 1,529 17 0 oe 1,529 17 0 
Lock No. 10 (Wentworth). . fe 3,210 3° 4 1,046 3 4 4,319 6 8 
Hume Reservoir Construction ae 257,169 1 10 Ibparfalliviaye Sy, = 27 384,342 11 0 
Murrumbidgee Lock Site Surveys (a) 1,043 8 9 62 12 11 1,106 1 8 
Lock No. 11 (Mildura) ne 428 16 3 1,065 8 10 15494 Seo) 
Lock No. 12 ae ate Ns are 387 15 7 Steve ius) °7/ 
Lock No. 13 ae Age ae os 314 12 10 314 12 10 
Lock No. 14 ate a pe a5 246 3 2 246.3 2 
Lock No. 15 AS Rie at Ft Taps iy 2 (eps VE) 7 
Euston Bridge (d) a ap i 254 10 1 254 10 1 
Lake VictoriaStorage(draughting work) 56 te SY Tis) 20) 
—_—______—_—- 07,615 2 9|—_————_————_ 134,770 3 4|-_———————— 442,385 6 l 
Victoria— 
Advances Ke ee 43 13,000 0 0 7,000 0 0O 20,000 0 0 
Surveys a oe a 4,508 3 0 1,901 7 10 6,409 10 10 
Hume Reservoir Construction eee 8,000 =8e mo 178,955 2 9 357,491 6 5 
Torrumbarry Construction ais 127,489 1--38 128,141 9 O 255,630 10 3 
Miscellaneous—General Services .. 6,520 0 O Cr. 6,520 0 0(d) ais 
330,053 7 11|————————— 309,477 19 7|-————————— 639,531 7 6 
South Australia— 
General (after reconciliation with 
ledgers of Commission) .. eh 128,201 0 9 Or.21,468 3 2 106,732 17 7 
Advances iss Ss £2 30,000 0 0 20,000 0 0 50,000 0 0O 
Lake Victoria Storage a a, 158,941 4 1 104,387 3 10 263,328 7 11 
Mannum Quarry Si ae 4,140 15 10 18ieiou 4,322 11 11 
Loxton Quarry .. a aft 234 12 5 2,380 4 0 2,614 16 5 
No. 1 Weir and Lock as in 224,351 0 0 2,707 10 10 227,058 10 10 
No. 2 Weir and Lock Be af 12 PL 2S 208 14 2 321 6 11 
No. 3 Weir and Lock se a 50,818 0 2 126,462 13 10 177,280 14 0 
No. 4 Weir and Lock os >t 505 11 6 26 10 *2 O32 eee 
No. 5 Weir and Lock se on 1,109 16 8 1O{003 Slat 11,112 17° 6 
No. 6 Weir and Lock ae AS 364 14 4 0 0 370 14 4 
No. 7 Weir and Lock awe .% 110 7 510 0 7 0 24 
No. 8 Weir and Lock 53 ‘= 0 5 0 510 0 515 0 
No. 9 Weir and Lock ic Ne 18,691 9 0 72,201 10 2 90,892 19 3 
Waikerie Quarry i 2,660 7 6 2,660 7 6 
617,472 13 2}-——_———_———_ 19,768 8 6 —_—_____—_— 937,241 1 8 
Total we rE Pe 1,255,141 3 10 764,016 11 5 2,019,157 15 3(c) 


een Umer — 


South Witenes surveys. Work of construction will be carried out by Constructing Authority for Victoria on behalf of the Governments of New 


(6) Allocated to—Hume Reservoir oe =p Ar ne 2 433 0 6 > ae 
ae ee ay, at an te nS nti i 
Tum Vares 50 ss a as . as Git ve 2,257 0 0 
Surveys 2 a Le * xa a a i. % - i. wale80 0.0 
(c) Collections totalling £62,411 17s. 2d. have been deducted as follow :— Be cee 
New South Wales—Lock No. 10 (Wentworth) &. a fe i? 20 7 8 
Hume Reservoir Construction .. ahs ne oe be a a x 2,283 12 5 
Lock Site Surveys ., a a, ee es ry : v i Stull hal 42 0 Bad 
Lock Site Surveys Murrumbidgee a Ai oe ce 3 a x 6 398 6 
vice : ———_——_———_ 2,401 14 10 
ictoria Mesamheey ot ae Ne Sy ae = ae Je or or ae 2,744 17 4 ; 
foe tee ee at as Ae Be we Ale an oe era Ac 5,239 19 O 
ete ae aS *: aH a 50 a0 201 14 11 
South Australia— . Ane TEL ee 
General a4 oe Sis ne Ae nif Ae 3 Oe aid 51,823 11 1 
62,411 17. 2 
d) State Expenditure—to be refunded on completion of surveys for bridge. 
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Estimate of Expenditure for Year 1923-1924. 


In accordance with the requirements of Clause 34 of the River Murray Agreement, the 
following estimate of expenditure during the year 1923-24, compiled by the Commission from 
information supplied by the three Constructing Authorities, was forwarded to each of the four 
Contracting Governments on 9th March, 1923 :— 


New South Wales Hume Reservoir st .. £265,000 
Weir and Lock, Wentworth oy 80,000 
Surveys and Borings ti me 20,000 
———— £365,000 
Victoria .. .. Hume Reservoir i .. £260,000 
Weir and Lock, Torrumbarry— 
Completion of ; Surveys and 
General a 4 ‘e 10,000 
Weir and Lock, Mildura .. be 30,000 
aa 300,000 
South Australia .. Weir and Lock No. 2 a0 Po £50000 
Weir and Lock No. 3 Pe + 64,000 
Weir and Lock No. 5 NS) ee 80,000 
Weir and Lock No. 9 ‘+ a. 120,000 
Lake Victoria Storage .. f 80,000 
———— 374,000 
£1,039,000 
and the Contracting Governments were requested to contribute as required during the year in 
the following proportions :— a een 
Commonwealth i ee 222,813 11 0 
New South Wales ae cp 272,062 3 0 
Victoria if +} peak 4272,062.) Bes 
South Australia We eon 212:0629 3490 


£1,039,000 0 0 


Admimstrative Expenses. 


Clause 38 of the Agreement provides that all expenses of the Commission (except the 
salary and expenses of each Commissioner, which shall be paid by the Contracting Government 
which he represents) shall be borne by the Contracting Governments in equal shares. 

A statement of receipts and payments in respect of the Administrative Expenses of the 
Commission during the year 1922-1923, prepared by the Accountant of the Commission and 
certified to by the Commonwealth Auditor-General, is attached to the Auditor-General’s report 
for the year (Statement A, Appendix I.). 

The four Contracting Governments during the year contributed the sum of £500 to meet 
expenditure under this head, the total amount contributed by the four Governments, covering 
the period 3lst January, 1917, to 30th June, 1923, being £4,500 (£1,125 each). 

The expenses of the Commission during the year amounted to £1,165 1s. 7d., the total 
expenditure incurred to the 30th June, 1923, being £4,438 Is. 3d. 

Against this account has been charged all expenditure incurred by the Commission in 
connexion with Administration (intluding allowances to officers: employed by the Commission, 
office requisites, fees for audit of books, &c.), and the periodical inspections of works (steamer 
and motor hire, rail fares, &c.). 

In addition, the expenditure incurred in connexion with the Conference on the proposed 
use of the Hume Reservoir for hydro-electric development, to which further reference is made 
in a later section of this Report, and which at the 30th June, 1923, amounted to £250 8s. 10d., 
has been charged against the Administrative Expenses account. 


AUDIT OF THE BOOKS, ACCOUNTS, AND VOUCHERS OF THE COMMISSION. 


During the year the books, accounts, and vouchers of the Commission (receipts and 
payments in respect of works expenditure, administrative expenses, and tolls) were subjected 
to a continuous audit by the Commonwealth Auditor-General in accordance with the requirements 
of Clause 40 of the Agreement. A copy of the Auditor-General’s Report, accompanied by copies 
of statements prepared by the Accountant of the Commission and certified to by the Auditor- 
General, covering the financial operations of the Commission during the period under review, 


is attached hereto (Appendix I.), 
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In addition to the inspections of the books and documents in the office of the Commission, 
tions were made by a representative of the Auditor-General, at the request of the 
Commission, of the accounts, &c., in the offices of the Constructing Authorities (includmg those 
on the respective works) with a view to assisting the Commission in arriving at decisions in connexion 
with claims covering depreciation on plant and interest on moneys expended by the Constructing 
Authorities on the purchase of plant. 

The charge made by the Commonwealth Auditor-General’s Department in respect of the 
audit of the financial transactions of the Commission during the year 1922-23 amounted to £150, the 
total cost of this service up to 30th June, 1923, being £665. 

In compliance with the directions contained in Clause 40 of the Agreement, copies of the 
reports in respect of the audits carried out from time to time have been forwarded by the 
Commonwealth Auditor-General to the four Contracting Governments. 


special inspec 


WORKS. 


Attached hereto (Appendix IT.) are copies of reports submitted to the Commission by 
the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, covering the 
operations during the year 1922-1923 in connexion with the works bemg constructed by them 


respectively. 
The River Murray Agreement of 1914 provides for the construction of the works set out 
hereunder, viz. :— 


The Hume Reservoir and seventeen Weirs To be constructed by the Governments 
and Locks on the River Murray (of New South Wales and _ Victoria 
between Echuca and the Junction of ( severally or jointly, as may be mutually 
the Rivers Murray and Darling agreed upon by those Governments. 


Nine Weirs and Locks on the River se To be constructed by the Government 
rumbidgee from its junction with the > of New South Wales. 
River Murray to Hay ( 


The Lake Victoria Storages and nine Weirs To be constructed by the Government 
and Locks on the River Murray > of South Australia. 
between Wentworth and Blanchetown 


The works in course of construction during the year 1922-1923 were as follow :— 


The Hume Reservoir. 

The Weir and Lock at Torrumbarry (below Echuca). 
The Lake Victoria Storage. 

Weir and Lock No. 9 
Weir and Lock No. 5 
Weir and Lock No. 3. 
Weir and Lock No. 1 

operation). 


(completed with the exception of minor details, and put into 


The works referred to (with the exception of Weir and Lock No. 1—Blanchetown—which 
was commenced prior to the ratification of the River Murray Agreement, and which was in that 
“aie iret tWan cine sede the Commission’s approval) are being carried out in 

ance wi esigns submitted t 188] 

San fetes o and approved by the Commission, as required by Clause 


_ In accordance with the practice hitherto followed, reports were submitted 
during the year by each Constructing Authority, furnishing jastailea information ae 
to the work carried out. These reports, together with the quarterly financial statements 
setting out the expenditure incurred on each work, submitted to the periodical meetings of the 
Commission, and the inspections of the various works made during the year, have enabled the 
Commission to keep in touch with the progress made by the Constructing Authorities, and to 
maintain a close supervision over the works in course of construction. 


The original approvals of the Commission, under which the majority of the works now in 
Lae are being carried out, were given subject to certain reservations necessitated on account 
abies a uncertainty as to the precise nature of the foundations. It has, therefore, been 
ee as ai peel periodical inspections of these works during the progress of construction for 
on pe of arriving at decisions regarding the designs of foundations, &c. References to the 

S of such inspections are made in later sections of this Report. 
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As a result of the supervision of the operations carried out during the year, the Commission 
is of the opinion that satisfactory progress has been maintained on the works now in course of 
construction. As stated in the Report for the Year 1921-1922, these works are of vital importance 
im connexion with irrigation developments in the three States, and efforts have therefore been 
concentrated on their completion at the earliest practicable date. The steady progress which 
was maintained by the three Constructing Authorities during the year was rendered possible by 
the fact that the works were not hampered on account of floods and also by reason of the absence 
of stoppages due to industrial disputes. 

Reference was made in the Report covering the operations of the previous year to a suggested 
programme of works which was drawn up by the Commission and forwarded to each of the 
Constructing Authorities for an expression of views. In compiling the programme of works 
referred to, the Commission had in mind the advisability of making provision for continuity of 
construction following upon the completion of the works now in hand. 

On the 10th July, 1922, the Constructing Authority for South Australia expressed the 
opinion that the suggested programme appeared to be reasonable, and one that should be capable of 
being carried out if the works were not subjected to the extraordinary interruptions from high 
floods and other causes which occurred during the construction of Lock No. 1. 

The Constructing Authority for Victoria on the 23rd February, 1923, replied to the effect 
that the carrying out of the works in hand, together with the proposed Weirs and Locks at 
Wentworth and Mildura, would be sufficient to absorb the attention of the Constructing 
Authorities for some considerable time, and it was not considered necessary, for the time being, 
to make any definite statement as to the balance of the programme suggested. 

The Constructing Authority for New South Wales on the 20th March, 1923, stated that 
in view of the forthcoming Conference between Representatives of the Contracting Parties on . 
the question of the Agreement generally, the Government of New South Wales did not propose 
to express its views on the suggested programme of works. 

In view of the nature of the replies received from the Constructing Authorities for New 
South Wales and Victoria, the matter was not further proceeded with by the Commission during 
the year. 


WORKS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE CONSTRUCTING AUTHORITIES FOR 
NEW SOUTH WALES AND VICTORIA. 


Hume RESERVOIR. 


As stated in previous reports, the site at which the Hume Dam is being constructed is 
located a little below the junction of the Rivers Murray and Mitta Mitta. The work, which is 
proceeding under the joint control of the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and 
Victoria, is being carried out in accordance with the preliminary designs submitted by the 
Constructing Authorities and approved by the Commission on 25th April, 1919, and the further 
designs approved on the 7th June, 1923. The proposals approved provide for the construction 
of a storage of 1,100,000 acre-feet capacity. The question has, however, been raised as to 
whether the capacity of the storage might not with advantage be increased, and this matter 
is now under consideration. 

The actual work of construction was put in hand during the early part of the year 1920, 
since when operations have been steadily proceeded with, excepting during the period when the 
works on the Victorian side of the River were closed down owing to an industrial dispute. During 
the year 1922-1923, uninterrupted and satisfactory progress was maintained on both sides of 
the River. 


Designs. 


On the Ist March, 1923, designs for portions of the Hume Reservoir as set out below were 
submitted by the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria, viz. :— 


Site Plant, Sections of Sluice Outlets and Retaining Wall, North Bank. 
Man-holes, Ventilating Pipes. 

Retaiming Wall, North Bank. 

Retaining Wall, South Bank. 

Typical Cross Section of Karth Dam. 


These designs were considered and approved by the Commission on the 7th June, 1923, 
and the Constructing Authorities were so informed. 

Information has been received from the Constructing Authorities to the effect that further 
progress has been made with the detail designs of portion of the concrete structure, &c. Pending 
a decision on the question of the utilization of the storage for hydro-electric development, the 
preparation of the designs of the outlet works is in abeyance. 
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Trench for Core Wall (Victorian section). | 


From the commencement of the work of excavation of the trench for the core wall, the 
Commission, by arrangement with the Constructing Authority for Victoria, has kept in close 
touch with the progress of the work, and has periodically examined the foundations exposed as 
the excavations progressed, with a view to being assured that the concrete core wall was based on 
absolutely solid foundations. 


In the Report of the Commission for the year 1921-1922, it was stated that such inspections 
had been conducted over the sections of the trench from 3,148 feet to 3,348 feet, 3,348 feet to 
3,848 feet, and from 3,848 feet to 3,905 feet, and that the Constructing Authorities had been 
authorized to proceed with the work of laying the concrete in those sections subject to the 
submission by the Resident Engineers for New South Wales and Victoria of joint certificates 
to the effect that the bottom of the trench at any point was not less than 5 feet into the solid 
granite. The Report referred to further indicated that the joint certificate of the Resident 
Engineers had been received in respect of those portions of the trench from 3,450 feet to 3,600 
feet and from 3,775 feet to 3,848 feet. 


As a result of the inspection on 11th July, 1922, of the excavations then proceeding, the 
Commission adopted the following resolution :— 

Following on the resolutions of the 3rd March, 1922, and the 8th June, 1922, wherein it was approved that 
the Constructing Authority be authorized to proceed with the work of laying the concrete in the sections of the trench 
for the core wall between 3,348 feet and 3,848 feet, 3,148 feet and 3,348 feet, and between 3,848 feet and 3,905 feet, 
subject to the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria forwarding the joint certificates of their 
Resident Engineers that the bottom of the trench at any point is not less than 5 feet into the solid granite, the 
Commission, after consideration of information submitted, approves of the same procedure in regard to that section 
of the core trench between 3,050 feet and 3,148 feet. 


This was conveyed to the Constructing Authorities on 17th July, 1922. 


On the 29th August, 1922, the Commission made a further inspection of the work in progress, 
following upon which authority was given to the Constructing Authorities to proceed with the 
laying of concrete in the sections of the trench (the foundations of which were fully exposed at 
the date of inspection) between 3,250 feet and 3,300 feet, 3,600 feet and 3,700 feet, and 3,905 
feet and 4,000 feet. The approval of the Commission was conveyed to the Constructing 
Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria on 7th September, 1922. 


The Commission again inspected the excavations for the trench on the 8th February, 1923," 


and as a result, at the meeting held on the same day, the following resolution which was trans- 
mitted to the two Constructing Authorities, was adopted :— 

That, after inspection of the trench for the core wall between 3,100 feet and 2,600 feet, practically all of which is 
down to solid rock, the Commission concurs in concreting being proceeded with from 3,100 feet to the abutment on the 
river bank, subject to the Resident Engineers certifying that the bottom of the trench at any point is not less than 
3 feet into the solid granite, and provided that where the cover of decomposed granite is less than 5 feet the depth 
into the solid granite be increased to not less than 5 feet. 


During each of the inspections referred to above, arrangements were made for the 
representatives of the two Constructing Authorities and the Engineers in charge of both sections 
of the work to be present, in order to insure the fullest possible consideration of the question 

of the suitability of the foundations. 


Under date 6th July, 1922, the joint certificate of the Resident Engineers in respect of 
the sections of the trench from 3,700 feet to 3,775 feet, and from 3,848 feet to 3,905 feet was 
furnished to the Commission. 


The certificates in respect of the balance of the work covered by the Commission’s approvals 
above referred to (with the exception of those sections of the trench from 3,250 feet to 3,300 feet, 
3,600 feet to 3,700 feet, and 3,905 feet to 4,000 feet, in regard to which the Constructing Authority 


was definitely authorized to proceed with the placing of concrete) were furnished to the Commission 
from time to time during the year. 


At the 30th June, 1923, the excavations for the trench for the core wall were completed 
over the sections above referred to, and concrete was being placed therein. 


During the inspection of the works on the 6th February, 1923, the question of the 
construction of a banquette on the downstream side of the dam on the Victorian section of the work 
from materials transported from the New South Wales side of the river was brought under the 
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notice of the Commission. The Commission was informed that there was then no space in the 
main embankment for the whole of such materials, and it was agreed that the same be placed so 
as to form a banquette roadway. The Constructing Authorities were informed to that effect on 
the 16th February, 1923, and requested to submit designs of the banquette referred to for the 
approval of the Commission. 


On the New South Wales side of the River, the work of excavation continued steadily 
during the year, the excavations for the north wing wall and the approach channel leading to the 
sluices, on the upstream side of the dam, having been completed. It will be noted from the 
Report of the Constructing Authority for New South Wales that the total excavation carried out 
to the 30th June, 1923, on the site of the dam, including earth, decomposed rock, and rock, was 
276,000 cubic yards, the amount excavated during the year being 145,000 cubic yards. 


The Constructing Authority for New South Wales has brought under the notice of the 
Commission that, pending a decision on the question of making provision for the development 
of hydro-electric power at the dam, the work of excavating the main foundations cannot be pressed 
forward as rapidly as would otherwise be the case. The action taken in regard to the 
investigation of the proposal referred to is set out in a later paragraph. 


In connexion with the placing of concrete in the North wing wall, referred to in the— 
Constructing Authority’s report, it was brought under the notice of the Commission during the 
inspection of the 8th February, 1923, that small additions were being made in the dimensions 
of the wall on the land side, which was being constructed to a thickness at base which would 
admit of the height of the wall being increased by a further 24 feet. The Commission concurred 
in the increase. 


The expenditure incurred on the work of construction of the Hume Reservoir at the 30th 
June, 1923, was as follows :— 


During Year Total Expenditure at 

1922-23. 30th June, 1923. 
Soper Sus Ste Sane 
New South Wales section of work ~ |i ORS BS wipe ue 384,342 11 0 
Victorian section of work 2, Perth O00 ge ap ete. 307,491 6 5 
CoUGR coo ME Ly ean £741,833 17 5 


Proposed use of the Hume Reservoir for Hydro-Electric Development. 


On the 8th July, 1922, the Chairman of the State Electricity Commission of Victoria (Sir 
John Monash) wrote to the Commission in regard to the question of the possibility of utilizing 
the Hume Reservoir works for the purpose of hydro-electric generation, stating that the 
Electricity Commission thought that, at some future date, the works in question might prove 
of considerable value on that connexion. In view of the fact that there would be no probability 
of making use of the available power efficiently or economically unless the outlet works were 
designed and constructed in such a manner as to make it possible hereafter to connect them with 
a power house in the vicinity, advice was sought as to whether the River Murray Commission 
would be willing to have the matter fully investigated by officers of the Electricity Commission, to 
the end that, if not yet too late, proposalscould be formulated for giving effect to such a suggestion. 
It was further stated that the investigation proposed would embrace not only the engineering 
steps which should or could still be taken to modify or extend the present proposed outlet works 
but also the cost of alterations, if any, and a scheme for financing the project if approved and carried 
out. 


The proposal referred to received the consideration of the Commission at the meeting 
held on the 11th July, 1922, when it was decided that a copy of Sir John Monash’s letter be 
forwarded to each of the four Contracting Governments, and that attention be invited to the 
fact that, as the River Murray Agreement contained no provision in regard to the use of any 
portion of the works for hydro-electric purposes, the question raised did not come within the scope 
of the Commission. The Commission, however, regarded the matter as one of considerable 
importance, which called for early decision in view of the progress being made with the works, 
and it was decided that each of the Contracting Governments be asked to express an opinion as 
to whether the investigation suggested was considered desirable, and that, if so, the suggestion 
be made to the four Governments that a Conference composed of a representative of each of the 
Governments be convened to confer in regard to the question, 
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Following upon further correspondence which took place between the four Contracting 
Governments on the subject, it was eventually agreed that a Conference of representatives of the 
four Governments be convened, for the purpose of considering the possibility and best means 
of utilizing the Hume Reservoir for the supply of electric power, such Conference to be composed 
of the following representatives of the four Contracting Governments :— 


Commonwealth .. .. My. T. Hill, Chief Engineer, Works and Railways 
Department. | 

New South Wales .. Mr. H. H. Dare, Commissioner, Water Conservation 
and Irrigation Commission, Sydney. 

Victoria ¢ .. Mr. J. 8S. Dethridge, Commissioner, State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission, Melbourne. 

South Australia . . .. Mr. J. H. O. Eaton, Engineer, Commissioner of Public 


Works Office, Adelaide. 


It was understood by the Contracting Governments that the Conference would, in the 
course of its investigations, consult, as required, with the Hydro-Electric Authorities in the 
respective States, and, further, that in investigating the question of hydro-electric development, 
the Conference would give consideration to the question of whether the reservoir could with 
advantage be enlarged. 

The Government of South Australia, in agreeing to the investigation referred to, pointed 
out that that State would not reap any practical benefit from the proposal on account of the 
distance from the source of supply, and was not, therefore, prepared to bear any portion of any 
additional expenditure involved. 

(Nore.—It is understood that the Conference has met on several occasions, and that 
evidence has been taken and information collected to enable the whole question to be fully 
investigated.) 


Weir AND Lock AT TORRUMBARRY, NEAR KCHUCA. 


The construction of the weir and lock at Torrumbarry has been carried out on behalf 
of the Governments of New South Wales and Victoria by the Constructing Authority for Victoria 
in accordance with the general approval contained in the Commission’s resolution of the 25th April, 
1919, the approval of the 17th May, 1921, in relation to the lock chamber (both of which resolutions 
were embodied in previous reports) and the approvals referred to hereunder. 

A revised estimate of the cost of this work, amounting to £206,602, was submitted by the 
Constructing Authority on the 28th August, 1922, and approved by the Commission at the 
meeting held on the following day. 

The matter was further reviewed by the Commission on the 8th February, 1923 (the 
expenditure at that date being £196,200), as a result of which the Constructing Authority was 
requested to furnish an estimate of the amount necessary to complete the work. 


Foundations of Movable Dam. 


With a view to arriving at a decision as to whether the foundations of the movable dam, as 
constructed, could be accepted as satisfactory, the Commission on the 11th July, 1922, witnessed 
certain tests of the frictional resistance between concrete and a clay foundation, which tests were 
arranged for by the Constructing Authority at the request of the Commission. The Constructing 
Authority was asked to furnish details of these tests, and the further tests agreed upon, on the 
ground, for consideration by the Commission at a later meeting. On the 29th August a report 
setting out the results of the whole series of tests carried out, submitted by the Constructing 
Authority, was considered by the Commission, and it was decided that the results of the tests 
indicated a sufficient margin of safety. The Constructing Authority was informed accordingly 
on the 7th September, 1922, and in response to the request of the Commission amended designs 
of the work as constructed were forwarded on the 2nd December, 1922. 


Concrete Floor of Navigation Pass 


Following upon an inspection of this section of the work on the 11th J uly, 1922, in company 
with the representatives of the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria, the 
Commission decided that, on the upstream side, the concrete floor be extended upstream from the 
trestle bearing to the distance indicated on the original drawing submitted to the Commission on 
the 20th February, 1919, but that the upper 16 feet be sloped down at 4 to 1 to R.L. 265, and 
there connected to a line of steel or triple-lap timber sheet piling of not less than 20 feet in length, 
such sheet piling, if practicable, to penetrate drift to the lower stratum of clay. The Constructing 


Authority, on the 18th July, 1922, was informed in terms of the Commission’s decision, and 
requested to submit a plan of the section of the work as approved. 
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Closing Embankment. 

During the inspection of this work on the llth July, 1922, the Commission discussed 
with representatives of the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria the 
question of the closmg embankment in the river channel, following upon which it was decided 
to request that definite proposals in connexion with this section of the work be submitted. The 
design submitted, m response to the Commission’s request, was considered at the meeting held 
on the 29th August, 1922, and approved. 

An inspection of this weir and lock was made by the Commission on the 28th June, 1923, 
at which date practically the whole of the work was completed. The closing embankment was 
finished to within a few feet of the final level, the river having already been diverted through the 
lock and navigation pass. The steel trestles for use in the navigation pass, which were drawn up 
on the bank, were bemg completed. The operation of drawing one of these trestles across the 
navigation pass (the river level being 283°6) was successfully carried out. 

The expenditure incurred on this work during the year 1922-1923 was £128,141 9s., the 
total expenditure to the 30th June, 1923, being £255,630 10s. 3d. 


WEIR AND Lock No, 11 (Mripura). 


In the report for the year 1920-1921, reference was made to a tentative proposal submitted 
by the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria in respect of a weir and lock 
in the vicmity of Mildura. The Commission, after inspection of the site suggested, directed that 
further investigations be made at the site proposed, and at other possible sites on the river in that 
locality. The further investigations desired were accordingly carried out over a considerable 
length of the river, as a result of which designs and estimates were submitted by the Constructing 
Authorities on the 25th June, 1923, for a weir and lock at a site located at 32 miles from the 
junction of the Rivers Murray and Darling. A memorandum, of which the following is a copy, 
signed by the Engineers representing the two Constructing Authorities, accompanied the proposals 
submitted :— 


“ The investigations and borings on which the selection of the site for this work is based covered a length of 
about 8 miles in the vicinity of Mildura. 

Throughout this distance the borings were practically all in sands, or sandy formations, with the one exception, 
that at 35 miles at a depth of about 25 feet below river bed, a stratum of clay varying in thickness from 1 to 7 feet 
was pierced. 

After very careful consideration, it has been decided to recommend the adoption of a site at 32 miles even 
though the formation there is entirely of sandy material, and to propose a design of the type sanctioned by engineering 
practice as suitable for such conditions. See drawings, Sheets Nos. 1, 2, and 3, herewith. 

The considerations governing this choice are :— 


1. Favorableness as regards irrigation and town supply diversions. 

2. Economy in obtaining materials of construction by rail. 

3. Facilities for continuance of construction of the lock chamber in the event of floods. 

4. Reduction to a minimum of the risk of scour which is inevitably associated with construction in the 
actual river channel, where the bed and banks are of a friable nature. 

It is recognised that the necessity for the excavation.of approach channels to the lock chamber has to be set 
off against the advantages claimed for building the lock apart from the weir, but it is considered that the benefits of 
separate construction will outweigh any disadvantage. 

The type of movable dam proposed is identical with that provided at Torrumbarry Weir and Lock which is 
now so close to completion that much experience under working conditions is certain to be obtained before considerable 
advance can be made with works at Mildura. It is to be understood that approval of this feature of the design is 
subject to review in the light of experience gained at Torrumbarry. 

The estimated total cost of the work as per detailed statement attached is £230,000.” 


The designs and estimates submitted for this work (the site proposed for which had been 
inspected on the 5th June, 1923) received the consideration of the Commission on the 28th June, 
1923, as a result of which a resolution in the following terms was adopted :— 

“That (1) the site for Weir and Lock No. 11 at 32 miles, as shown on Plan No. 1 which accompanied the letter 
from the Constructing Authority for Victoria (forwarded on behalf of the Constructing Authorities for New South 
Wales and Victoria), dated 25th June, 1923 (R.M.C. 984), be approved. 

(2) The design for Weir and Lock No. 11, as shown on Plans Nos. 1,2, and 3, and the estimate of cost of such 
work, viz., £230,000, submitted under cover of letter dated 25th June, 1923 (R.M.C. 984), above referred to, be generally 
approved, and that the Constructing Authorities be requested to proceed with the work, subject to further consideration 
of the treatment of foundations after opening up of excavations.” 


The Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria were informed regarding 
the Commission’s decision on the 2nd July, 1923. 


Arrangements are bemg made by. the Constructing Authority for Victoria (which 
Constructing Authority will construct this work on behalf of the two Governments concerned) 
to commence operations immediately the plant utilized in connexion with the weir and lock at 
Torrumbarry is transported from that work. 
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Werr AND Lock No. 10 (WENTWORTH). 
Ag stated in the Report in respect of the year 1921-1922, preliminary designs for a weir 
and ears shou Ralf puiile below the junction of the Rivers Murray a oe 
forwarded to the Commission on 13th J une, 1922, by the Constructing Authorities or New 
South Wales and Victoria. The proposals submitted received the consideration of the Commission 
Eri meeting held on the 11th July, 1922, when it was decided to obtain the advice ie 
( aanouveal Solicitor-General as to whether the construction of the proposed weir ao oc 
(which is one of the seventeen weirs and locks referred to in Clause 33 of the River Muay ree 
ment set down for construction between the junction of the Rivers Murray and Dar ng “i 
Echuca), at the site suggested (below the junction of the Rivers Murray and Darling), would be a 
compliance with the spirit or mtention of the River Murray Agreement. AO 
On the 3rd August, 1922, the Commonwealth Solicitor-General expressed the ope at, 
reading the Agreement as a whole, Clause 33 must be regarded as providing in substance for— 


Nine weirs and locks from Blanchetown to the junction of the Rivers Murray and Darling, 
and 
Seventeen weirs and locks from the junction of the Rivers Murray and Darling to 

Kehucea, 


T ssuming nine weirs and locks had been or were being constructed between 
Pte ae canyeneciae the construction of the weir and lock in question at the site proposed 
could not be regarded as a compliance with the intention or spirit of the Agreement. 
The question was further considered by the Commission on 29th August, 1922. In wey 
of the opinion expressed by the Commonwealth Solicitor-General, which was concurred in, the 
Commission decided— 


(1) that a copy of the Commonwealth Solicitor-General’s opinion be forwarded to 
each of the Contracting Governments ; and ee 

(2) that the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria be informed 
that it is understood the construction of a weir and lock at the site proposed 
would involve an amendment of the River Murray Agreement, which matter 
will be brought under the notice of the four Contracting Governments, and that, 
in these circumstances, it is suggested that they might complete the design for 
this weir and lock, and use their own discretion in connexion with the provision 
and assembling of the plant required for the work. 


The representative of the Commonwealth Government at the same time undetoas 
have prepared a draft of the amendments to the Agreement which would be necessary to enable 
the weir and lock to be constructed at the site proposed. ip 

The Constructing Authorities were communicated with in terms of the above decision on 
7th September, 1922, and on 14th September, 1922, a copy of a draft amending Agreement prepared 
by the Commonwealth Solicitor-General was forwarded to each of the contracting Governments 
for consideration. 


On the 3rd October, 1922, a copy of a communication addressed by the Premier of New 
South Wales to the Governments of the Commonwealth and the States of Victoria and South 
Australia in regard to this matter was forwarded to the Commission. It was therein suggested 
that, as the Agreement authorized the construction of nine weirs and locks below Wentworth, and 
as only one weir and lock had been constructed and operations had commenced on three others below 
Wentworth, the proposed weir and lock in the vicinity of Wentworth might be regarded as one 
of the nine authorized. It was considered that no amending legislation was necessary until such 
weir and lock and eight others had been constructed, if then. With a view to avoiding delays 
arising out of the technicalities referred to, the Premier stated that the New South Wales 
Government was prepared to proceed with the work upon receipt of a letter from each of the 
other Contracting Governments intimatimg that they would be prepared to regard it as a work 
authorized by the River Murray Agreement, and that, should any authorizing legislation be 
considered necessary in the future with regard thereto, that Government would co-operate in-the 
passing of the same. The proposal of the Government of New South Wales was not, however, 
concurred in, and no action was therefore taken to give effect to the suggestion referred to. 

In view of the long delay which had occurred in connexion with the commencement of 
this work, which was viewed with grave concern by the Commission, and the difficulties in the 
way of securing the early passage through the four Parliaments concerned of the necessary amending 
legislation, it was decided on 8th F ebruary, 1923, that the Commonwealth Solicitor-General 
be asked to advise whether there would be any objection to the immediate commencement of 
work on the site proposed, provided the four Contracting Governments agreed that such action 


would be ratified by amending legislation at the earliest practicable date after the assembling of 
the respective Parliaments. 
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In this connexiou, the Commonwealth Solicitor-General replied to the effect that, in his 
opinion, an agreement by Commonwealth and State Ministers that certain work be put in hand, 
and that the doing of the work would be ratified by legislation, would not bind either the States 
or the Commonwealth if any Parliament failed to ratify the Agreement, in which event the 
expenditure of money on the work would be without lawful authority. : 


The matter was again discussed on the 7th June, 1923, when the Commission, recognising 
that no expenditure could be incurred on the work of construction of the weir and lock referred 
to in the absence of amending legislation, directed that the attention of the Constructing Authorities 
be invited to the previous communication from the Commission dated 7th September, 1922, 
wherein it was suggested that the Constructing Authorities might complete the designs for this 
weir and lock and use their own discretion in connexion with the provision and assembly of the 
plant required for the work. The Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria 
were so communicated with on the 18th June, 1923. : 


Note.—It is understood that, as a result of resolutions adopted by a Conference of 
Commonwealth and State Ministers which assembled on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th May, 1923, 
action has been taken with a view to the submission to the four Parliaments concerned of an 
amending Agreement providing, inter alia, for the construction of the weir and lock above referred 
to at the site proposed. 


Estimate of Cost—On the 18th August, 1922, in response to a request by the Commission, 
the Constructing Authority for New South Wales advised that a preliminary estimate of the cost 
of construction of Weir and Lock No. 10, the amount of which was £230,000, had been made. 
It was pointed out that while this estimate might be regarded as reasonably near the ultimate 
cost, it was not possible to give a full detail estimate until the designs for the work were further 
advanced. This preliminary estimate was accepted by the Commission on the 29th August, 
1922, subject to concurrence by the Victorian Constructing Authority. Advice was received 
from the latter Constructing Authority on 27th September, 1922, to the effect that the estimate 
referred to was tentatively concurred in, pending the legal position in regard to the location of 
the weir and lock being satisfactorily defined. 


SURVEYS OF RIVERS MURRAY (ABOVE WEN TWORTH) AND MURRUMBIDGEE. 


It will be noted from the report of the Constructing Authority for New South Wales that 
the base line surveys and cross sections of river between Wentworth and Echuca were continued 
during the year to a point 380 miles above Wentworth. At the 30th June, 1922, the base line 
surveys had been completed to 235 miles, and the cross sections to 205 miles. These surveys 
are being carried out with a view to enabling the sites for the weirs and locks to be constructed 
on that section of the river to be determined. 


In addition to the above surveys, which are being carried out by the Constructing Authority 
for New South Wales, a survey in close detail was made in the vicinity of Mildura resulting in 
the adoption of a site at 32 miles from the junction of the River Darling for Weir and 
Lock No. 11. 


_At the 30th June, 1922, the surveys on the River Murrumbidgee were completed to a point 
30 miles upstream from the junction of that river with the River Murray. During the year 
1922-1923 these surveys were not proceeded with. 


On the section of the River Murray between Wentworth and Echuca, the Agreement provides 
for the construction of seventeen weirs and locks. One of such weirs and locks (Torrumbarry) 
is approaching completion, and one other (No. 11, Mildura) has been authorized, in addition to 
which tentative proposals have been submitted in respect of Weir and Lock No. 10 (Wentworth). 
x ) genie proposals have yet been submitted to the Commission in respect of the balance of 
these works. 


The Premier of New South Wales, on the 20th June, 1922, forwarded advice to the effect 
that the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission of that State considered it desirable 
to locate the weirs and locks in the vicinity of Gol Gol (No. 11 Weir and Lock, which was 
subsequently authorized) and Huston, with a view to the diversion of water for irrigation require- 
ments, also that requests in regard to the location of the sites for further weirs and locks would 
be submitted at a later date. The matter was referred to the Constructing Authorities for New 
South Wales and Victoria for attention. 


During the year, representations made by various bodies along the section of the river 
referred to urging the construction of weirs and locks were likewise submitted for the consideration 
of the two Constructing Authorities mentioned. 
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WORKS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE CONSTRUCTING AUTHORITY 
FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


LAKE VICTORIA STORAGE. 

The scheme in connexion with the provision of a storage at Lake Victoria, in accordance 
with the designs submitted by the Constructing Authority for South Australia, was approved 
by the Commission on the 7th December, 1918, the estimated cost of the work being £320,065 15s. 

The works authorized include extensive embankments and channels, improvements to 
Frenchman’s Creek and Rufus River, and the construction of an inlet regulator and controlling 
regulator on Frenchman’s Creek and an outlet regulator on the Rufus River. The works 
authorized were designed with a view to maintaining the height of the water in the Lake at within 
two feet of the height of the water in ‘the pool above Weir and Lock No. 9 (to which reference 
is made in a subsequent paragraph), the capacity of the storage proposed being 514,000 acre-feet. 

It will be seen from the report of the Constructing Authority for South Australia, appended 
hereto, that the earthworks provided for in the scheme have advanced considerably, and that 
the construction of the inlet and outlet regulators is in hand, the controlling regulator on the 
Frenchman’s Creek having been completed. It is expected that 200,000 acre-feet of water will 
be stored in the lake during the next season of high river. 

Main Intake Channel.—The question was raised on behalf of the Constructing Authority 
for South Australia at the meeting of the Commission held on the 8th February, 1923, as to whether 
the approval of the Commission dated 7th December, 1918, in relation to the Lake Victoria Scheme 
provided for a cut approximately 12 feet in width over a length of about 1 mile at the end of the 
main intake channel to the storage to aid in the formation of a channel to the required depth 
by means of scouring. The Commission decided that the formation of such cut was covered 
by the approval referred to, and expressed the desire that the Constructing Authority furnish 
in due course particulars of the work done. The Constructing Authority was so informed on 
16th February, 1923. 

Stone Pitching on Banks Nos. 5, 1 and 6.—On the 2nd June, 1923, the Constructing Authority 
for South Australia submitted a proposal that in relation to Banks Nos. 5, part of No. 1, and 6, 
the stone pitching shown on the designs approved as extending to the top of the banks be terminated 
3 feet in vertical measurement below the top. In this connexion it was stated that on account 
of the protection afforded to these banks by sand banks, &c., between the storage and the 
embankments referred to, the safety of the banks would not be affected by the proposed 
modification, which would result in a considerable saving in expenditure. 

The Commission on the 7th June, 1923, approved of the omission for the present of the 
stone pitching, as proposed, and decided that the matter would be reconsidered at a later date 
in the light of further experience gained, also that observations be taken in the meantime by 
the Constructing Authority in regard to wave action on the occasion of each filling of the storage, 
the results of such observations to be submitted to the Commission. 

This decision was conveyed to the Constructing Authority. 

Hapenditure Incurred.—The expenditure incurred on the construction of the Lake Victoria 
Storage during the year 1922-1923 amounted to £104,387, the total expenditure to the 30th June 
1923, being £263,328. 

WEIR AND Lock No. 9. 

Weir and Lock No. 9 is being constructed at a site located about 4 miles below the junction 
of the Frenchman’s Creek (the Inlet Channel to the Lake Victoria Storage) and the main stream. 
te ae in eae fe ie ee were Sterne by the Commission on the 18th May, 1919, 

e estimate authorized (subject to review after openi 
£186,808 10s, bd. ] pening up of excavations for foundations) being 

During the year, the construction of the first coffer dam and the excavations for the lock 
foundations were completed, and plant and material required in connexion with the work were 
assembled. The Commission inspected the work on the 17th October, 1922, and 6th June, 1923, 
aS. latter date the piles in connexion with the foundations of the lock chamber were being 

riven. 

The expenditure incurred during the year amo 
at 30th June, 1923, being £90,893, g y unted to £72,202, the total expenditure 


WEIR AND Lock No. 5. 


The designs and estimate (£274,923 7s. 11d.) in connexion with Weir and Lock No. 5, the 
site for which is located near Paringa (3514 miles), were approved by the Commission on 9th 
February, 1922, in terms of the resolution quoted in the Report for the year 1921-1922. 

The Commission inspected this work on 19th October, 1922, and the 7th June, 1923. On 
the latter date a number of temporary buildings (cottages, cabins, mess room, &c.) were completed. 


Quantities of plant and materials were assembled 
at the sit 
for the erection of the cable towers. phasis 3 pipe a p< 
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On the 2nd May, 1923, the Constructing Authority for South Australia informed the 
Commission that it was proposed to use 40-ft. steel sheet piling on the upstream apron. The 
design approved by the Commission provided for the use of such piles only on condition that tests 
proved it impossible-to drive 40-ft. tongued and grooved sheet piles. The Engineer-in-Chief 
for South Australia, having reported that it would be impracticable to drive the tongued and 
grooved timber piles in the sand at the site to the depth required, the Commission on 7th June 
concurred in the proposed use of steel sheet piles. The Commission also approved of the 
Constructing Authority’s recommendation to the effect that steel sheet piles be used in lieu of the 
24-ft. Johnson sheet piles, shown on the approved design, on the downstream side of the crib. 


On the 2nd June, 1923, the Constructing Authority forwarded to the Commission a copy — 
of a schedule of tenders received for the supply of 3,680 hardwood piles for foundations at Weir — 


and Lock No. 5. In view of the fact that stringybark was quoted at a much cheaper rate than 
redgum or jarrah, the matter was submitted for an expression of opinion by the Commission as 


to which class of timber should be adopted. The Constructing Authority at the same time pointed _ | 


out that strmgybark piles were used for a similar purpose at Lock No. 1, and that there was no 


reason to doubt that they would prove satisfactory. In reply, the Constructing Authority was _ 


informed on the 18th June, 1923, that the Commission had no objection to the use of stringybark 
piles in connexion with the foundations referred to. 


The total expenditure incurred at the 30th June, 1923, was £11,113. 


WeIR AND Lock No. 3. 


Weir and Lock No. 3, the designs in respect of which were approved by the Commission, 
with certain reservations, on 18th May, 1919, is being constructed near Overland Corner. The 
approval referred to was given on the understanding that the designs would receive further 
consideration in connexion with the treatment. of foundations after the opening up of excavations. 
The excavations for the lock chamber were inspected by the Commission on 5th May, 1922, and 
as a result the Constructing Authority was authorized to proceed with the construction of the 
lock chamber in accordance with the designs submitted. 
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On 13th October, 1922, the Constructing Authority advised the Commission that, owing _ 
to the soft character of the rock forming the foundations exposed during the progress of the work, 


it was considered that it would be necessary to provide further protection in the form of a concrete ; 


apron below the navigation pass.. It was pointed out that, while the material was quite good 


so far as the bearing capacity was concerned, there would be danger of erosion by water passing — 


over the boulé panels, resulting in the undermining of the foundations. 


An inspection of the foundations referred to was made on 19th October, 1922, as a result 
of which the Commission came to the conclusion that there would be a risk to the structure as 
originally designed owing to the possibility of percolation beneath the foundations. It was 
accordingly decided to ask the Constructing Authority to consider the provision of an upstream 
curtain, and the extension of the downstream apron as proposed, and to furnish a design thereof 
and estimate of cost. 


On the 3rd January, 1923, a design in respect of the proposed work, estimated to cost 
£18,000, was submitted, and at the following meeting of the Commission on 8th February, 1923, 


the proposals therein set out were approved. The Constructing Authority was so informed on 
13th February, 1923. | 


Omission of Proposed Guide Wall.—tIn the designs approved on 18th May, 1919, provision 
was made for a concrete guide wall on the upstream side of the lock. During the inspection of 
the work on the 19th October, 1922, the question as to the necessity for this guide wall was discussed, 
and as a result it was agreed that the structure as proposed be omitted, and that the Constructing 
Authority be requested to give consideration to the provision, in leu thereof, of timber fenders. 
The Commission’s decision was conveyed to the Constructing Authority on 26th October, 1922. 


Proposals for the erection of a timber structure, if found to be necessary, were submitted 
by the Constructing Authority, and considered by the Commission after the close of the year. 


Estimate of Cost.—The original estimate of cost submitted in connexion with Weir and 
Lock No. 3 amounted to £126,328 14s. 3d., which estimate was tentatively authorized on 18th 
May, 1919. On 12th May, 1923, in response to the Commission’s request, the Constructing 
Authority furnished a detailed statement setting out the revised estimated total cost of this work 


at £226,351 9s. lld. This estimate received the consideration of the Commission on the 7th 


June. In approving of the same, the Commission took into consideration the fact that since 

the date (20th November, 1918) of the submission of the original estimate, the cost of construction 

had very considerably increased owing to the higher prices of materials and rates of wages. 
16685.—2 
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the total expenditure at the 30th June, 1923, being £177,281. 


__ to the arrangements in regard to the construction of the subject works as laid down in the River 
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Expenditure Incurred.—The expenditure incurred during the year amounted to £126,463, a 


_ The Commission inspected this work on 7th June, 1923, at which date practically the whole 4 
of the work inside the first coffer dam had been completed, including the lock chamber, lock ; 
gates, and ironwork in navigation pass. This coffer dam was being removed, and the construction 
of the second coffer dam had commenced. a 


WEIR AND Lock No. I. 


As stated in the report of the Commission for the year 1921-1922, the whole of the work 
of construction of this weir and lock was during that year completed, with the exception of minor 
details. The lock was brought mto operation on the 5th April, 1922, from which date tolls, in 
accordance with the regulations made by the Commission, have been charged in respect of vessels 
carrying goods passing through the weir and lock. 

~ At the 30th June, 1923, the total expenditure incurred on this work amounted to £227,059. 


PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY COL. E. N. JOHNSTON AND MR. R. ©. CUTTING, 
US.A., IN CONNEXION WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORKS = 
PROVIDED FOR IN THE RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT. | 


On the 11th December, 1922, a communication was received from Colonel E. N. Johnston 
and Mr. R. C. Cuttimg, of Cimcinnati, Ohio, U.S.A., submitting proposals for the designing, 
organization, and supervision of construction by them on behalf of the Commission of the works 
provided for in the River Murray Agreement. 

This proposal received the consideration of the Commission, and as a result a cablegram- 
in the following terms was despatched to Colonel Johnston and Mr. Cutting on the 12th February, 
1923 2 : 


© 


“Your proposal construction River Murray works—Legislation placing construction hands Commission not 
having yet passed all Governments Commission not in a position deal with proposal. Views of Contracting Governments 
being invited thereon.”’ 


A copy of the proposal submitted was forwarded to each of the Contracting State 
Governments on the 21st February, 1923, requesting an expression of views thereon. In reply, 


advice was received from the three Constructing Authorities intimating that the respective State 


Governments were not prepared to agree to the acceptance of the offer, but desired to adhere 


Murray Agreement. _ ; 
The views of the three Contracting State Governments were considered by the Commission q 
on the 7th June, 1923, and as a result a further cable in the following terms was despatched to Le. 
Colonel Johnston and Mr. Cutting on the 19th June, 1923 :— | | 


“ Further your proposal re construction Murray works——Legislation placing construction hands Commission 
not likely to be proceeded with. Constructing Authorities state they have decided continue construction under present 


_ system. In these circumstances your offer cannot be entertained by this Commission.” 


, as _ PLANT USED IN CONNEXION WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF WORKS. 


The plant used for the purpose of construction of works is, by arrangement between the 
four Contracting Governments, being provided by the Contracting States, who meet the capital 
expenditure involved in the purchase thereof. To recoup themselves in respect of such expenditure 
the three Constructing Authorities from time to time submit to the Commission claims covering * 
charges in respect of depreciation and interest at rates agreed upon between the States and the 2 
Commission. In the report of the Commission for the year 1921-1922, the decisions as to the ‘ 
rates to be applied to the various items of plant supplied, and in relation to the rates of interest 
chargeable in connexion with moneys expended on plant, are set out. The rate applied to any 
of the items of.plant, in accordance with the decisions referred to, is subject to review on the 
submission by the State concerned of proposals for the application of special rates, or at the 
discretion of the Commission. 7 

In adopting the arrangements in connexion with depreciation charges, &c., the Commission 
had in mind the desirability of insuring that the Contracting States would not individually suffer 
any loss from any purchase of plant necessary for the construction of the works covered by the 
River Murray Agreement. 2 

_ Claims covering charges in respect of depreciation and interest at rates agreed upon were 
submitted periodically throughout the year by the States of New South Wales and South Australia 
and paid by the Commission. 


During November, 1922, the Constructing Authority for Victoria submitted claims amounting 
to £34,717 9s. 3d. covering interest in connexion with plant used at the Hume Reservoir and the 
Weir and Lock, Torrumbarry, for the period up to the 30th June, 1922, and depreciation on the 
plant at the Hume Reservoir up to the 30th June, 1922, and at Torrumbarry up.to the 31st 
December, 1920. The claim also included items representing adjustments in respect of railway 
freights and expenditure on temporary buildings which, in accordance with the approval of the 
Commission, is met from moneys provided by the four Contracting Governments. Followimg upon 
receipt of this claim, the Accountant to the Commission and a representative of the Commonwealth 
Auditor-General inspected the books, &c., in the offices of the Constructing Authority at the 


two works referred to, and, as a result of the Reports submitted, the Commission on 8th February, — 


1923, approved of payment to the Constructing Authority of an amount representing 75 per cent. 
of the claim, viz , £26,038 2s. 1d., the balance of the claim to be made available upon completion 
of the investigations by the Auditor-General. 


The checking of the details in connexion with the claim having considerably advanced, the 


Commission on the 28th June, 1923, approved of the payment to the Victorian Constructing 
Authority of a further amount of £8, 000 on account, the balance to be made available at a later 
date subject to any adjustments necessary as a result of the final Report of the Auditor-General. 


In connexion with the claim above referred to, approval was given for the adoption of a 
flat rate of 5 per cent. in connexion with the depreciation charges in respect of plant at both works 
from the inception to the 31st December, 1920. This rate was suggested by the Constructing 
Authority mainly on account of the conditions on the works during portion of the period in question 
arising out of the prolonged industrial rely, which rendered it impossible to provide employment 
for the plant. 


In the Report for the year 1921-1922, it was stated that, following upon a suggestion, by 
the Constructing Authority for New South Wales, the Commission had approved, subject to the 
concurrence of the Constructing Authorities for Victoria and South Australia, that the rates of 
interest in respect of plant purchased in any year be based on the Treasury average rate for loans 
actually raised in the previous year. The two latter Constructing Authorities were accordingly 
advised on 14th June, 1922 in terms of the Commission’s approval, and on the 17th August 

1922, and 10th January, 1923, respectively, their concurrence in the proposal referred to was 


conveyed to the Commission. . ss 


INSURANCE ON TEMPORARY BUILDINGS, MATERIALS, AND STORES ON 
THE VARIOUS WORKS. 


In a Report submitted by the Accountant, following upon the investigation made in regard 


to the claims in respect of interest and depreciation referred to in the previous paragraph, the 


question as to the advisability of insuring against fire the temporary buildings on the various 
works constructed from materials purchased from moneys provided by the four Contracting 
Governments was raised. It was pointed out that such buildings erected by the New South 
Wales Constructing Authority at the Hume Reservoir and charged against the work were covered, 
and that in the case of South Australia, temporary buildings were treated as “ Plant.” 


The matter was considered by the Commission on the 8th February, 1923, and as a result, 
it was decided to refer the question to the Constructing Authorities for their views. The Commission 
at the same time expressed the opinion that. the buildings referred to, together with their contents 
(where such materials and stores were purchased from moneys made available by the Commission) 
should be insured to their full value. 


The Constructing Authority for New South Wales, on the 16th March, 1923, intimated 
that steps had already been taken to insure the greater bulk of the materials on the works, and 
the Constructing Authority for Victoria advised on the 26th June, that action was being taken 
to obtain a fire insurance policy in regard to the whole of the property referred to. 


The Constructing Authority for South Australia having expressed willingness to fall in 
with the view of the majority of the Constructing Authorities, the Commission on the 28th June, 
1923, decided to request that Constructing Authority to take action on lines similar to those followed 
by the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria so far as materials were 
concerned. In regard to the question of insuring temporary buildings (which in that State are 


treated as “‘ Plant ’’) the Commission regarded this as a matter coming wholly within the discretion — 


of the Constructing Authority. It was decided, however, that should action be taken with a: 
view to insuring such property, the Commission would be prepared to approve of the refund of 
any expenditure involved in connexion therewith, and the Constructing Authority for South 
Australia was so informed on the 3rd July, 1923. 
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TOLLS. 


: The River Murray Waters Act of 1915 directs that Tolls shall not be prescribed, demanded 
or received except towards the cost of lock-keeping and the maintenance of navigation works 
. under that Act. ‘ 3 
3 Clause 42 of the Agreement of 1914 provides that all such tolls when collected shall be 
paid to the Commission, which shall credit the same to the Contracting Governments in the 
- _ proportions set out in Clause 32 of the Agreement. 4 


In view of the fact that the responsibility for the maintenance of all works constructed — 


in pursuance of the Agreement rests with the Contracting State Governments, the Commonwealth 
Government, on the 5th September, 1922, agreed that any portion of the tolls collected payable 
to that Government in accordance with the requirements of Clause 42 of the Agreement be 
refunded to the three Contracting State Governments, to be utilized for the purposes specified 


in the Act. The Commonwealth Government’s share of the tolls collected has accordingly been 


distributed among the three Contracting States. ~ 


{t is understood that the four contracting Parties recently agreed to an amendment of 
Clause 42 with a view to providing for the distribution of all tolls collected among the three 


Contracting State Governments, and that the necessary amending legislation to give effect thereto 


is being introduced into the respective Parliaments. 


As indicated in the certified statement (“‘ D ”’) attached to the Report of the Commonwealth 


Auditor-General (Appendix I), the tolls collected at Weir and Lock No. 1 (Blanchetown) from 


the date that lock was brought into operation (5th April, 1922) to the 30th June, 1923, in. 


accordance with regulations made by the Commission, amounted to £734 3s. 44d. 


The Constructing Authority for South Australia on the 30th September, 1922, requested 
that the Commission forego the collection of tolls in respect of plant and material being removed 
under contract from Weir and Lock No. 1 to other works, which plant and material it was necessary 
to load either in the lock or immediately below it. The Commission, on the 19th October, 1922, 
considered this request, and decided that, under the regulations made prescribing tolls in respect 
of goods passing through the Blanchetown Weir and Lock, tolls on any portion of the plant referred 
to passing through that lock were legally due, and should be collected. ‘The Constructing Authority 
was informed to that effect on the 26th October, 1922. 


GAUGINGS. 
Clause 18 of the River Murray Agreement provides— 


* It shall be the duty of the Commission to carry on an effective and uniform system of making and recording 
> continuous gaugings— 


(a) of the main stream of the River Murray and of such of its tributaries within the boundaries 

of each of the States, and at such points as the Commission deems necessary to determine 

ia the volume of the intake from the several portions of the drainage area the volume of 

ty 3 flow at various points in the channels and the losses therefrom with their positions and 
modes of occurrence ; 


ae 


(6) of all diversions whether natural or artificial or partly natural and partly artificial from 
the main stream of the River Murray and its tributaries. 


mn ae : a 
But the Commission in lieu of making any such gaugings may accept any gaugings 
% . " 
made and recorded by any Contracting Government.” 


In conformity with a decision previously arrived at to the effect that the gaugings made 
and recorded by the three Contracting States would, in the meantime, be accepted by the 
Commission for purposes of the River Murray Agreement, the three Contracting State Governments 
were requested to furnish records in connexion with the gaugings made during the year 1922- 


1923. Attached thereto (Appendix IIT) are copies of statements forwarded in compliance with 
that request. . 


In connexion with a decision arrived at to the effect that the zeros of all gauges required 
by the River Murray Commission be placed “rather below ” the cease to flow level of the stream 
(as recommended by the Conference of Gauging Officers representing the three States, convened 
by the Commission in 1917) action in compliance with the Commission’s decision has, from time 


to time, been taken by the States concerned, and notifications in regard t 
: : nite ‘0 alte ffect 
have been furnished to the Commission. a wires 
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DIVERSIONS. 


Attached thereto (Appendix LV.) are copies of statements furnished by the three Contracting 
State Governments setting out the quantities of water diverted from the River Murray and its 
tributaries during the year 1922-1923. The approximate quantities of water diverted by the 
three States by artificial or partly artificial means were as follow :— 


Acre Feet. 

New South Wales * + a Jes 573,310 
Victoria = es a gre Aa 912,260 
South Australia i an va = 76,495 
Total i ek 1,562,065 


The total flow of the River Murray at Renmark during the year 1922-1923 was 4,400,417 
acre-feet. The flow at the same gauging station during the preceding year was 14,180,792 acre- 
feet—the average for all years being about 8,500,000 acre-feet. The diversions in the three States 
during the year, therefore, represented approximately one-third of the total flow which passed 
Renmark. 7 


While it cannot be stated precisely what the effect of the diversions was during the year 


it is a fact that salinity was marked in many parts of the river below the Junction of the river 
Murrumbidgee. 

In accordance with the requirements of Clause 52 of the River Murray Agreement, advice 
was furnished to the Commission on 6th October, 1922, by the Department of Public Works of 
New South Wales, to the effect that it was the intention of that Department to proceed with 
the construction of works of water supply for the town of Tocumwal, to include at that town 
a pumping station and suction pipe, with the object, of pumping from the River Murray a volume 
of water not exceeding 100,000 gallons per-24 hours. The advice forwarded was duly noted by 
the Commission. . 


At the meeting held on 17th October, 1922, the Commission, following upon a perusal — 


of the quarterly statement of diversions submitted by the Constructing Authority for Victoria 


directed that the attention of that Constructing Authority be invited to Clause 52 of the Agreement — 


with a view to the supply to the Commission of information regarding any diversion works covered 
by the direction contained in the clause referred to which had been constructed, or were in course 
of construction, by the Government of Victoria. 


In response to the request of the Commission in this connexion, the Constructing Authority 
for Victoria on the 14th December, 1922, advised that the works to effect new or alter existing 
diversions of the waters of the River Murray or its tributaries carried out by the Government 
of Victoria since the bringing into operation of the River Murray Waters Act were as follow :— 

1. New pumping plant for the supply of the Red Cliffs Soldier Settlement. 


Capacity for which plant designed 250 cubic feet per second. 
Area irrigable in the settlement 10,000 acres, with possible eventual extension to 15,000 acres. 


2. Alteration to pumping plant at Merbein Settlement—capacity of pumping plant in 1917, 94 cubic feet per 


second. 
Alterations effected resulting in increase of capacity to 117 cubic feet per second. 


3. Alteration to pumping plant at Nyah Settlement—capacity of pumping plant in 1917, 22 cubic feet per second. 
Additional unit installed resulting in increase of capacity to 44 cubic feet per second. 


WATER SUPPLY FOR ALBURY AND DISTRICT FROM HUME RESERVOIR. 


On the 23rd June, 1922, the Town Clerk, Albury, submitted to the Commission for an 
expression of views the question of the supply to Albury and district of water from the Hume 
Reservoir, when completed. The proposals accompanying this communication were considered 
by the Commission on 11th July, 1922, when it was decided that the Town Clerk be informed 
that the distribution by each State of its share of water allotted under the River Murray Agreement 
was a question for consideration and decision by the State Government concerned. 


INSPECTIONS BY THE RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION. 


Hume Reservoir.—The works under the control of both Constructing Authorities were 
inspected on the 29th August, 1922, and 8th February, and 28th June, 1923. The decisions 
arrived at in connexion with the foundations in the trench for the core wall, and the construction 
of a banquette roadway on the Victorian section of the work, and the construction of the wing 
wall, &c., on the New South Wales section are referred to in a previous paragraph. 
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Weir and Lock, Torrumbarry.—This work was inspected on the 11th July, 1922, and again 

on the 27th June, 1923, on the occasion of which latter inspection the work was approaching 
completion. 


Weir and Lock, No. 11, Muldura.—A site under consideration by the New South Wales 
and Victorian Constructing Authorities, located at 32 miles (from the junction of the Rivers 


Murray and Darling) was examined on the 5th June, 1923 as a result of which, as stated elsewhere, - 


the proposals for a weir and lock at that site submitted were subsequently approved. 


Lake Victoria Storage.—The works at the Lake Victoria Storage, including the earthworks, 
the controlling regulator, and foundations for the outlet regulator, were inspected on the 17th 
and 18th October, 1922. 


Wears and Locks, Nos. 9, 5, 3, and 1.—The works in progress at Weir and Lock, No. 9 were 
examined on the 17th October, 1922, and 6th June, 1923; Weirs and Locks Nos. 5 and 3 were 
inspected on the 19th October, 1922, and 7th June, 1923, and Weir and Lock No. 1 on the 20th 
October, 1922. 


The results of the inspections are referred to in. previous sections under the heading of 
“ Works.” During each of the inspections above referred to, the Commission was accompanied 
by a representative of the Constructing Authority concerned. | 


STAFF. 


The following officers were at the 30th June, 1923, employed in connexion with the work 
of the Commission :— 
Secretary.—P. A. Gourgaud. 
Accountant.—H. J. Rowlands. 


Allowances at the rate of £200 and £150 respectively were paid during the year to these 
two officers, who are officers of the Public Service of the Commonwealth. 


An amount of £26 per annum, representing portion of the salary: of a Typist (Miss 
M. A. Brown), engaged on the Commission’s work, was paid to the Department of Commonwealth 
Works and Railways during the year. 


P. G. STEWART, President 


(Commissioner representing the Commonwealth). 


H. H. DARE 3 
(Commissioner representing the State of New South Wales). 
J. 5. DETHRIDGE 
(Commissioner representing the State of Victoria). 


J. H. O. EATON 
(Commissioner representing the State of South Australia). 


P. A. GOURGAUD, Secretary. 
28th September, 1923. 
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APPENDIX Il. 
~ BoE: 
COPY OF AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT ON EXAMINATION OF BOOKS, ACCOUNTS, AND VOUCHERS 
OF COMMISSION. 


CoMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
Audit Office, Melbourne, 
Memorandum for ‘ 8th September, 1923. 


the Secretary, River Murray Commission, Melbourne. 
River Murray Conmassion. 
Forwarded herewith, for your information, is a copy of each of the following :— 
(1) Mr. Audit Inspector Hine’s report on the accounts to the 30th June, 1923. 
(2) Statement of Accounts (a), (6), (c), (d), certified correct by the Auditor-General. 
(3) Letter from the Auditor-General to the Honorable the Acting Prime Minister and to each of the State 
Contracting Governments. 


(Sgd.) GEO. GATEHOUSE, 
Secretary. 


Commonwealth Audit Office, 
Sir, Melbourne, 7th September, 1923. 


Under the provisions of Clause 40 of the Agreement incorporated in the provisions of the River Murray Waters 

Act, No. 46, 1915 (Commonwealth), I have the honour to forward herewith copy of a report by the Audit Inspector 

upon the examination made under my instructions of the accounts of the River Murray Commission for the period 
ended 30th June, 1923. 

The several statements attached to the report have been signed by me as certifying the transactions of the 

Commission, but it will be observed that the examination of the depreciation and Interest Accounts, as regards New 

South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia has not yet been completed. 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 
7 . Your obedient servant, 
; (Sed.) J. W. ISRAEL, 
The Honorable the Acting Prime Minister, Auditor-General. 
Commonwealth of Australia, : 
Melbourne. 


Similar letters forwarded to— 
The Honorable the Premier— 
New South Wales, 
Victoria, 
South Australia. 


Commonwealth Audit Office, 
Memorandum for Melbourne, 29th August, 1923. _ 
the Auditor-General. 

I have to report that in accordance with clause 40 of the schedule to the River Murray Waters Act 1915, the 
books, accounts, and vouchers of the Commission have been audited to 30th June, 1923, and found correct, subject 
to further verification of Plant Depreciation, vide paragraph 7. 

2. The accompanying statements A, B, C, and D are submitted for your certificate, the particulars set out 
therein having been verified with the various books of account. 

3. Administration Expenses Account (Statement A).—This account opened with a credit balance from the 
previous year of £727 Os. 4d. The receipts for the year (£500), consisted solely of the contributions from the four 
Contracting Governments—£125 each—as against £250 for the previous year. 

The main items of expenditure were rail fares, travelling expenses, steamer, &c., hire, audit fees, and the 
allowances to the Secretary! and the Accountant to the Commission. 

In addition it will be noticed that £250 8s. 10d. appears as “‘ Expenditure, Hydro-Electric Development.” This 


expenditure was incurred in connexion with a conference on the proposed use of the Hume Reservoir for Hydro-Electric _ 


Development. 

In June last, the Commission decided that any expenditure incurred in connexion with the investigation by the 
Conference should be met temporarily from moneys provided by the four Contracting Governments for the purposes 
set out in clause 38 of the River Murray Agreement (Administration Expenses), and that each Commissioner would 
inquire as to whether his Government concurred in such expenditure being charged against the account referred to 
—any adjustment necessary as a result of such inquiries to be made later. 

As a result of those inquiries, the Commission subsequently decided that all such expenditure should be charged 
against the Administrative Expenses of the Commission, and shown therein under a distinct heading. 

Of the amount shown, £185 represents expenditure incurred in connexion with the printing of the Gauging 
Officers’ Report used by the Conference, the balance being for travelling, &c. 


Reconciliation of Cash Book and Bank Balances. 


Ep Disa ds SA tae ds 

Cash Book Balance... ae ae Gi 13.7.9 Bank Balance as per certificate .. . 31,438 1 5 
Less Works Expenditure Account SOF OTe 2550 

‘ 63.19 5 

Less outstanding cheques... Wi 2.0018 


———. 


£61 18 9 61,18 9 


— Al4e 


e 4. Works Expenditure Account.—Receipts and Payments Account—(Statement B).—This account opened with 
F a credit balance from the previous year of £2,189 7s. 83d. Refunds and collections totalled £28,347 7s. 1d., and the 
contributions for the year were £833,234 14s. Od., made up as follows :— 


g £ Pits 
a Commonwealth . b. E be ‘3 te ..- 176921°°5 0 
ee New South Wales... io ‘a a i ot .. 216,026 5 0 
‘as Victoria A a i = a re Se .. 224,260 19 0 
2 South Australia ms 0% se - me ee: |. S216 02e oa 
s [t will be observed that the total Victorian contribution for the year—£224,260 19s.—exceeds those of New 


South Wales and South Australia by £8,234 14s., which amount was short paid by Victoria for the previous year, vide 
paragraph 4 of Audit Report for that year. 
Payments to the Constructing Authorities for expenditure pursuant to the River Murray Agreement totalled 
£799,428 8s. 7d., and the Commission approved of additional advances of £7,000 and £20,000 being made to the States 
of Victoria and South Australia, thus increasing the advances held, to £20,000 and £50,000 respectively, vide Works 
Account Balance Sheet. 
Reconciliation of Cash Book and Bank Balances. 


ae Fast Es; 5 AB ell. 

Cash Book Balance .. se Riper Ys Ag eee!) Bank Balance as per certificate oe Dt. £00- en 
Less Administrative Expenses Account 63 19 5 

37,374 2 0 

Less outstanding cheques... af 31 2 3 

£37,342 19 9 £37,342 19 9 


a 5. Works Account.—Balance Sheet (Statement C.)—As explained in previous reports this Balance Sheet relates 
< only to Works Expenditure and does not include expenses of Administration. 
= Up to 30th June, 1923, the total contributions of the four Contracting Governments amounted to 

£2,056,500 15s. Od., made up as follows :— 


ot Commonwealth Bg Re ie Ey i ee .. 441,016 8 6 
- New South Wales iS & ie = $i be .. 538,494 15 6 
; Victoria be = a LF os ss xs .. 538,494 15 6 

= South Australia 5 ie .. 538,494 15 6 


These contributions were made in accordance with clause 32 of the Agreement, which provided for the payment 
by the Commonwealth of £1,000,000, and by each of the State Contracting Governments, of £1,221,000. 

_ However, an amending Act (River Murray Waters Act 1923) has now been passed by the Commonwealth 
Parliament which provides, inter alia, for the payment by the Commonwealth of one quarter of the cost of carrying 
out the works mentioned in clause 20 of the Principal Agreement in lieu of the previous proportion. 

This Act is subject to ratification by the Parliaments of New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, but 

__ as no difficulty is expected in this connexion, it is anticipated that the necessary adjustments in the contributions will 
= be effected during this financial year (1923-24). 

Refunds and Collections not credited to Works received from the three State Contracting Governments totalled 
£62,411 17s. 2d. . 
: The expenditure to 30th June, 1923, exclusive of the advances to Constructing Authorities totalling £85,500, 
Was as shown hereunder :— 
Sn £ s.™d, 
cS New South Wales hh Py io 0 F .. 429,287 0 11 
es Victoria Le ce 5 ths %: ax Ss 3° 627,117 18.e 
South Australia a xs 3 in et a .. 939,064 12 9 


£1,996,069 12 5 


: 6. Tolls Account (Statement D).—The total amount received on account of Tolls, from the inception to 30th 
Se: June, 1923, was £734 3s. 4d. This amount was remitted to the Commission by the Constructing Authority for the 
State of South Australia and represents the Tolls collected at the No. 1 Lock, Blanchetown, South Australia, 

ree Section 16 of the River Murray Waters Act of 1915 provides :— 

ag Tolls shall not be prescribed, demanded, or received except towards the cost of lock-keeping and the 
‘9 marmtenance of navigation works under this Act, nor in respect of that portion of the limits defined by 


the Agreement, the navigability of which is not substantially improved or made permanent by works 
under this Act. 


Clause 42 of the River Murray Agreement of 1915 reads :— 

No Tolls shall be collected in respect of navigation except such as are prescribed by the Commission for 
the use of weirs and locks constructed for the purposes of this Agreement. All such tolls when collected 
shall be paid to the Commission which shall credit the same to the Contracting Governments in the 
proportions set out im clause thirty-two of this Agreement. 

However, on 5th September, 1922, the Commonwealth Government decided that the proportion of tolls payable 
to the Commonwealth in accordance with clause 42 of the Agreement should be refunded to the three State Contracting 
Governments, who would use such moneys for the purposes specified in Section 16 of the Act. p 

The question then arose as to whether, in the absence of any amendment to the schedule to the Act, Cabinet 
could dispossess the Commonwealth of its share of the tolls. 
ee ee has aie adjusted by the River Murray Waters Act 1923, previously referred to, which amends 
| : eee x 4 rintrpa’ Agreement by omitting the words “ Contracting Governments in the proportions set out 
m Clause 32 of this Agreement,” and inserting in their stead the words “ State Contracting Governments in equal 


a proportions to be used by them towards the cost of lock- i i ioati 
: nudes this \Agreonisnt ock-keeping and the maintenance of navigation works constructed 


eae pee aris the year various claiis have been received from the Governments of New South Wales. 
ae pete é ae for see periods, in connexion with interest on capital cost, and depreciation of plant. 
: Al: nese claims has not yet been completed pending visits to Sydney and Adelaide and 

examination of certain particulars furnished by the State of WVikorin’ ae BRS 


3 H. C. HINE, A.1.C.A., 
k ; Inspector, 


STATEMENT “A.” & 
eee. % 
River Murray Commission. ee 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES ACCOUNT. 
Receipts AND PAYMENTS FOR THE PerRiop Ist JuLy, 1922, ro 30TH JuNu, 1923. “A 
Receipts. Payments. : 
: tS. a: 
To Bank Balance on Ist July, 1922 .. 7127 0 4 | By Office Requisites 
Contributions— eT Rad Printing and Stationery 
Commonwealth wMsbiOe 9 Books 
New South Wales Freeh dg. OO Rail Fares, Travelling Expenses, ke, 
Victoria as ok BB OT 0 Photos, Plans and Mounting 
South Australia P2510 20 aig Steamer, Launch, Motor, and Cab Hire 
—— 500 0 0 Postage, Telegrams and Cables 
Audit Fees Hs sie ae 
. Incidental (including Allowances to 
Secretary and Accountant) 
Fittings and Furniture : 
otal Account-—Travelling “Expenses 
Bank— gs ise . ee 
$ Balance as per Bank oa 
Pass Book Arp ected eae ee 
Less Works Account .. 37,374 2 0 i. 
63.19 5 ee 
Less unpresented “ig 
cheques By: 2 0 8 a 
a gisiee oo 
Plus Expenditure pee Hlectric Deve- id 
lopment os» 2006, 8:10 oe 
£1,297 0 4 | £1,997 0 4. tae 
| oe 
Examined and found correct, oe 
(Sgd.) H. J. ROWLANDS, A.F.1.A., (Sed.) J. W. ISRAEL, Be 
Accountant, River Murray Commission. Auditor-General for the Commonwealth. =e 
3 drd July, 1923. 7th September, 1923. a: 
3 
STATEMENT “B.” ‘ 
River Murray Commission. 
WORKS EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT. 
Recerts AND Payments Account ror THE PERiop lst Juty, 1922, ro 30TH JuNzE, 1923. 
Receipts. Payments. 
Sho ss 8nd pele ae 
To Balance at Bank on Ist July, 1922... 2,189 7 3 By Payments for Expenditure pursuant 
Contributions— LePrengs otk, to River Murray Agreement— ie 
Commonwealth .. 176,921 5 0O £ Si aeth: ips 
New South Wales 216026 5 0 New South Wales 137,171 18 2 a 
Victoria. . . 224,260 19 0 Victoria .. 310,664 10 10 Vs 
South vseealia ae G. 020.5080 South Australia .. 351,591 19 7 + 
S 833,234 14 0 _ 7S 799,498 8 > ee 
Collections— Advances to meet expenditure— ey 
New South Wales 1,356.19. 4 Victoria .. <p Me ce 7,000 O ) a: : 
Victoria ; 5,559 13 10 South Australia .. s .» 20,000 .0 8 et 
South Austraha .. 21,480 13 11 Balance at Bank 37,438 1b &: 
28317 TI Less Administrative se 
Expenses Account 63 19 5 ee 
ee a 
37,374 2 0 % 
Less wipresented 1) 
cheques 2 as a3 
37,342 19-9 eae 
£863,771 8 4 £863,771 8 4 904 
Examined and found correct, ‘a 
(Sgd.) H. J. ROWLANDS, A.F.1.A., (Sgd.) J. W. ISRAEL, 
Accountant, River Murray Commission. Auditor-General for the Commonwealth. 
3rd July, 1923. 7th September, 1923 


Tnabilhities. 
= EUS 
> Capital contributed by Contracting 
ig Governments— $).c, 
- Commonwealth 441,016 8 6 
New South Wales.. 538,494 15 6 
Victoria .. 538,494°15 6 
South Australia 538,494 15 6 


Refunds and Collections not credited to 


Works— 
New South Wales 2,401 14 10 
Victoria .. 8,186) V2.8 


..* 51823 11 1 


South Australia 


& : £2,118;912" 1252 


(Sgd.) H. J. ROWLANDS, A.F.1.A,, 
Accountant, River Murray Commission. 
3rd July, 1923, 


TOLLS ACCOUNT: z 


From Incertion ro 30TH JUNE, 1923. 


Receipts. Payments. | 
eer. esa a. 
To Amount remitted to the Commission by By amounts distributed— Pe ‘ 

the Constructing Authority for the To New South Wales 244 14 5 

State of South Australia eared Sr Sine.” Victoria Ai 244 14 6 

4 South Australia 244 14 5 
| a Beet : / 

5 Li3t 3: 4 ‘ £734 3 4° 


(Sed.) H. J. ROWLANDS, A.F.1.A., 


Accountant, River Murray Commission, 
3rd July, 1923. 


2,056,500 15 0 


62,411 17 2 


River Murray Commission, 


STATEMENT “C.” 


RrveR Murray Commission. 


WORKS ACCOUNT. 


BALANCE-SHEET AT 30TH JUNE, 1923. 


Assets. 


Lite 
Works Expenditure under control of 
Constructing Authorities— 

C5 aA 
429,287. 0 11 
627,717 18 9 ; 
939,064 12 9 . 
—1,996,069 12 5 + 


New South Wales 
Victoria .. 
South Australia 


«< 


Advances to Constructing Autho- ; 
rities— 
New South Wales 15,500 O 0 
Victoria .. 20,000 0 0 J 
South Australia 50,000 0 O f 


85,500 0 0 


Balance at Bank 37,438 1 5 


Less Adininistrative j ; 
Expenses Account .. 63.19 5 % 
eM Se : 
STO Toe 3 
Less unpresented 7 
cheques Ol vais 
37,342 19 9 
£2,118,912 12.2 
Examined and found correct, 
(Sgd.) J. W. ISRAEL, 
Auditor-General for the Commonwealth, — 
7th September, 1923. 4 
. 


a STATEMENT “D.” 


Examined and found correct, é 
(Sgd.) J. W. ISRAEL, 
Auditor-General for the Commonwealth. 
7th September, 1923. 


APPENDIX II. 


COPIES OF REPORTS REGARDING THE OPERATIONS OF THE THREE CONSTRUCTING AUTHORITIES 
DURING THE YEAR 1922-1923. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Public Works Department, N.5.W., 
Sydney, 23rd July, 1923. 
M.W. 23/691., 


7 
ANNUAL REPORT—RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION—CLAUSE 19, RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT. 
Dear Sir, 
In compliance with the request contained in your letter of 3rd July (989), I am forwarding herewith the Annual 
Report by Mr, de Burgh, Chief Engineer for New South Wales, under the River Murray Waters Act, in relation to the 


investigations and work carried out by or on behalf of the New South Wales Constructing Authority during the twelve 
months ended 30th June, 1923._ 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sd.)  T..B. COOPER, 
The Secretary, Under-Secretary. 
River Murray Commission, — 
Melbourne. 


River Murray Waters Act 1915. 
A.—Hume Reservow— 
(I.) Surveys, Investigations and Land Resumptions. 
(II.) Designs and Estimates. 
_ (ITI.) Construction. 


(a) Preliminary Works— 
(1) Road of Access. 
(2) Siding Accommodation at Albury. 
(3) Provision for Staff, Workmen, Buildings, Sanitation, &c. 
(b) Quarry. 
(c) Plant, Supply and Installation— 
(1) Quarry. 
(2) Dam. 
(d) Foundations for Dam. 
(e) Concrete Work. 
(f) General. 


B.—Locks and Weirs— 
(I.) Surveys and Borings. 
(II.) Designs and Estimates. 
O.—Administration— 
(I.) Generally. 
(II.) Operation of Industrial Awards. 


A—HUME RESERVOIR. 
(1.) Surveys, Investigations, AND LAND RESUMPTIONS. 


Finality has been reached during the year under review in the matter of settlement of claims arising out of the 
resumption of the land required on the New South Wales side for the construction of the dam. Action is at present 
in progress in conjunction with the Valuer-General with regard to the question of valuation and other matters bearing 
on the proposed resumption of the land which will be submerged on completion of the reservoir. 


(II.) Destens anp Estimates. 


Detailed designs have been completed for the core wall, earth banks and retaining walls. These plans have been 
submitted by the Constructing Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria, and approved by the River Murray 
Commission. > 

A Committee of Engineers representing the Commonwealth and the three Contracting States was appointed 
on 9th February, 1923, to report on the question of the development of hydro-electric power at the dam, and during 
the course of their investigations attention has been drawn to the question of whether an increase in the height of the 
dam and the storage capacity of the reservoir above that’ previously contemplated would be justified. The report 
of the Committee is not yet available and seeing final decision as to the height of the dam and the establishment of 
an electric power station most materially affects the extent of the foundations of the structure, notably upon the New | 
South Wales bank where the lower outlets will be situated, it has been impossible during the latter months of the year 
to press forward the work of excavating the foundations as rapidly as would otherwise have been the case > the 


Committee of Engineers dealing with the matter of hydro-electric development have been advised to that effect and 
requested to finalize their deliberations at the earliest possible date. 


(III.) Construction. . sigs <a 


j (a) Preliminary Work. ) 
(1) Road of Access. “\ - 32 aa 
The metalling of portion of the Sydney-road and the construction of a length of road adjacent to the siding at a 
Albury were completed in July under an agreement with the Municipal Council, which is set out in detail in report — 
_ for year ending June, 1922. Maintenance of the road of access has been attended to as necessary and the planting of 
trees on either side of road has been completed. ~ — 


or 
o> 


= (2) Siding Accommodation at Albury. f 

a The work of providing railway siding near Albury was carried to completion by the Railway Commissioners — 

~ and.a shed to hold 10,000 bags of cement, a garage for four motor lorries, and a coal stage have been erected by the a 
“2 Department. Water has been laid on and telephonic communication established. 7 


34 


; (3) Provision for Staff and Workmen, Buildings, Sanitation, &c. I 
ee. 
= 
= 


A cottage of the senior officer’s type has been erected for one of the assistant engineers. The total number of _ 
buildings constructed by employees under the usual arrangements as to obtaining material from the Department is. 
152. Other buildings erected include a benzine store, carpenter’s shop, electrical fitters’ shop, pipe fitters’ shop, and | 
a second garage to hold four motor lorries. ; 
SS Fire insurance with the Treasury Insurance Board has been effected on Departmental buildings erected by 
‘ employees to the extent of any Departmental interest in same. 


(b) Quarry. 
_ Stripping has been steadily carried on well ahead of requirements and trial holes have been sunk in positions 
some 250 feet back from the present face. $ 


oa The output from the quarry during the period under review has been small and mostly devoted to the completion ~_ 
____ of the ballasting of the railway to the dam. : : 


(c) Plant Supply and Installation. 
(1) Quarry. 
The erection of power plant, crushers, buildings. bins, &c., at the quarry has been proceeded with to completion ~_ 
during the year. This plant includes high speed condensing engine of 250 b.h.p., supplied with steam ‘from a Babcock 
and Wilcox boiler and driving a 36 inch x 24 inch jaw crusher and two large gyratory crushers, storage bins and chutes, 
three 14 inch x 14 inch x 12 inch air compressors (steam driven) and suitable housing for same. Spares have been 
obtained for the wearing parts of the crushers and the plant is now in a position to efficiently deal with the large output 
of broken metal required in the construction of the dam. s 
One of two steam travelling cranes purchased for the quarry has been erected there but has not been in 
commission pending certain alterations to the slewing gear which the contractors have in hand at present. 
An inclined rope railway complete with controlling gear, concrete docks and special trucks has been constructed. 
Firewood for boiler purposes is being transported from Victoria by means of a flying fox. 


“ 


; (2) Dam. : ; : 
io The Power House has been in operation for the past nine months; but due to defeets which have developed 
in the engines, No. 1 set has only recently been finally taken over by the Department, while No. 2 set is still 
on its maintenance period and has not yet been accepted. Power for lighting purposes has been available throughout 
the works and township since July, 1922. All main power poles and cables required on the North side of the river 
have now been erected. : 

In the compressor house, two 12 inch x 12 inch and one 14 inch x 12 inch belt driven compressors are in q 
commission. ; ; 
Bt The Lidgerwood Cableway commanding the site of the main structure was completed in January and has since 
-___ been in continuous operation. 
Ls A concrete mixer house, with trestled railway approaches and concrete lined trenches for chutes, belting and 
bucket elevator, has been built and two 54 c-f.t. mixers installed. One of these mixers has been in use for the past 
__ three months. A bucket elevator for raising concrete to the level of the upper tracks has been installed and the first 


section of 32-inch conveyor belting for transporting concrete from the mixer house towards the river has been erected _ 
on elevated timber trusses and piers and is now ready for a trial run. 


A second Vulcan locomotive has been received and is now in operation. - 
Four Thornyeroft motor lorries of 5 ton net capacity have been received, making eight motor lorries in all, 


also two trailers. 


An additional water storage of 30,000 gallons has been provided for plant requirements by means of re concrete - a 


ank. 
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_ The total excavation carried out to date on the site of the dam itself is 276,000 cubic yards, comprising 52,000 
cubic yards earth, 192,000 cubic yards decomposed rock and 32,000 cubic yards rock. Of this amount 145,000 cubic 
lve months. For the first ten months the whole of the spoil was hauled 

8, since when the excavated material has been tipped on the flats on the New South 


the heading of design to the fact that the work of excavating — 


(e) Concrete Work. | Se 
A start has been made with the conereting of the north wing wall, 5,000 cubic yards having been placed. The 
proportions used to date have been as follows :—Three bags cement to ten cubic yards sand to 20 eubic feet of stone ; 
these proportions have been obtained by mixing the cement with river gravel to which about 10 per cent. of crushed ’ 
stone has been added. The amount of river gravel obtainable is very limited and in order to provide sand to enable = 
concreting to be carried on throughout the periods of high river, a storage bank of some 26,000 cubic yards of sand ¥ 
has been built with sand obtained near the staff camp. Sufficient cement to meet requirements was obtained through 
the year. ; oe aaa 
, (f) General. a s, 
The number of men employed is about 360. 2 
The health of the community has been good, there having been no cases of notifiable disease. The medical a 
service has been maintained throughout the year under the direction of the Resident Medical Officer. oa 
A regrettable accident, terminating fatally, occurred during the year, a youth named Stanley Meade being “a 
crushed between a locomotive and a standing truck. S: an 
Meteorological readings have been recorded daily throughout the year. te 


B.—LOCKS AND WEIRS. 
(J.) Surveys anpD Borincs. = 

Surveys of the Murray River between Wentworth and Echuca in connexion with the designing of the system ee 

of Locks and Weirs on this portion of the River have been continued to the following points :— ie 
Base Lime Surveys =e = — = .. 380 miles from Wentworth. tee 

Cross sections of River .. #4 wn Lore .. 3880 miles from Wentworth. - ae 
In addition to surveys on the River Murray itself, as above, a distance of some 35 miles has been surveyed along : 
the Marraboor River. No survey work has been carried out-on the Murrumbidgee River during the year. ~ e 


/ _ 


~ 


: (il.) Destens anp EstIMaTEs. - ayete € 
A preliminary estimate of £220,000 for No. 10 Lock on the proposed site about one mile below Wentworth  — 


; was prepared by the Constructing Authority for New South Wales, and after receiving the concurrence of the, te 
Constructing Authority for Victoria was submitted to the River Murray Commission and tentatively approved. > ae 

A difficulty has arisen in connexion with the commencement of the construction of No. 10 Lock on the above- 

mentioned site inasmuch as a strict reading of the River Murray Waters Act of 1915 provides for the construction of i 
only nine locks and weirs below Wentworth by the Constructing Authority for South Australia, while the Constructing - 

Authorities for New South Wales and Victoria conjoimtly are authorized to construct those between Wentworth and 
: Echuga. = 

At a conference held in Melbourne 23rd-25th May, between Ministers representing the Commonwealth and the 
_ ~ Contracting States an agreement was arrived at which, if ratified by Parliament, will give New South Wales and Victoria 

____ jointly or severally, as may be mutually arranged, power under the agreement to construct No. 10 Lock at the site selected 
‘< below the junction of the Darling and Murray Rivers ; the question as to whether, pending ratification of this agreement, _ = 
steps may be taken to obtain the necessary plant and execute preliminary work at the site is now receiving the attention _ _ 
of the New South Wales Constructing Authority, and a suggestion that this should be done has been transmitted tothe =~ 
Government of Victoria with a view to expediting the work as far as possible in anticipation of legislation. — 


; C—ADMINISTRATION. =a 
- : a (L) GENERALLY. eee 
‘ Work has been carried out as heretofore under the provisions of the River Murray Waters Act of 1915, — — 
but a conference was held in Melbourne in May, as mentioned in the preceding paragraph, at which certain 


amendments in the Agreement, shown by experience to be necessary, notably in regard to the site of Lock No. 10, were — a: 
: agreed to subject to ratification by the Parliaments of the Commonwealth and Contracting States. The necessary 
bills to give effect to this agreement are now being drafted. » 
: - (IL) Operation oF InpusTRIAL AWARDs. 


ee 


With the exception of a few days’ cessation of work on the part of the carpenters over the question of the =a - 
re-introduction of the 48-hour week, there have been no industrial troubles during the year under review. a 
; (Sed.) EE. M. pe BURGH, MInst. CE., A —e 
Chief Engineer for New South Wales, 
30th June, 1923. River Murray Water Acts. a 
eae State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, E 
Melbourne, 28th August, 1923. a 
ANNUAL REPORT, RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION—CLAUSE 19 RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT. "g 
4 Sir, = 
’ , In response to your request that you be furnished with a statement regarding works, investigations, and surveys nS 
3 carried out during the year 1922~23 for inclusion in the River Murray Commission’s Annual Report, Iam directed to = 


report as follows :— 
: | Starr ARRANGEMENTS. ie 
_ During the year Mr. E. D. Shaw, M.C_E., has filled the position of Executive Engineer for the Victorian section of 
the Hume Reservoir, and Torrumbarry Weir and Lock. On the latter work, the duties of Resident Engineer have been = 
performed by Mr. R. G. Knight, B.C.E., and at Hume the duties of Resident Engineer were performed by Mr. A. W. Lord, : 
B.C.E., to February, 1923, and from that date by Mr. A. W. Johnson, B.C.E. 
. > 4 _ Home Reservor (Victorian Section). == 
Main Embankment.—The construction of the main bank is in progress between 2,320 feet and 4,000 feet on 
_ centre line chainage. The material being placed on the downstream side consists of gravelly clay obtained by the No. 1 -2 
Ruston Proctor Steam Shovel from a face in the hill between the west end of the bank and the township. Fromthe = © 
shovel the material is taken in 43 cubic yard trucks by a steam tram to the bank, where it is dumped, and then placed 


ba ee During the summer sufficient water was used on the material as it was spread to insure its consolidation 
er c. : 
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The material for the upstream side is being obtained by the No. 2 Ruston Proctor Steam Shovel from a cutting 
running parallel to and south of the Weir-Ebden railway line. It consists of clays which make excellent selected material. 


A steam tram operates between the shovel and the bank. 
Selected material from the upstream and downstream borrow pits is being placed in the Core Trench from 3,000 


: 


feet to 3,600 feet. | 
Materials from the New South Wales excavations have been transported and placed in the back of the bank. 


Owing to there being no suitable stone available within reasonable distance of the works on the Victorian side 
of the river, for pitching the face and other purposes, it was decided to obtain the necessary stone from the quarry now 
being worked by the New South Wales Constructing Authority. : 

No stone has been placed in the upstream toe of embankment this year, but the excavation of the trench for it 
has been completed from 1,700 feet to 2,600 feet. The downstream toe has been excavated from 2,500 feet to 2,600 feet 
and stone has been placed in the trench from 2,500 feet to 3,600 feet, and the downstream face beached to R.L. 536 
during the year. 

A banquette 55 feet wide has been constructed on the downstream side of the main embankment between 2,400 
feet and 3,800 feet to R.L. 538, the amount of material placed in it being 34,800 cubic yards. A road has been 
constructed on it to link up with the New South Wales side of the works. 


At 2,320 feet a levee bank has been built to R.L. 542 for the protection of the core wall excavation. The material, _ 


as placed in this bank, will eventually form part of the main bank. 
The materials placed in the embankment, including banquette and levee bank, during the year are as follow :— 


From borrow pits upstream of embankment *: a, A; 52,000 ¢. yds. 
From borrow pits downstream of embankment + os 3 102,700 ¢. yds. _ 
From New South Wales excavations a its ahs . 113,800 ¢. yds. 
From other sources including material from core wall excavations 7 19,500 c. yds. 
Total .. # - e. o 288,000 c. yds. 


Aa E RE eee fi 
Core Trench—(a) Excavations in earth, sand and gravel.—During the year this excavation was made from 2,450 
feet to 2,900 feet, the quantity of material taken out being 16,500 cubic yards. This excavating was done by a dragline 


excavator. That portion of the material excavated, considered suitable, was placed in the main embankment, and the 


remainder run to spoil. 


(6) Excavations in decomposed and solid granite.—During the year this was completed from 2,524 feet to 3,100 feet, 
the quantity of rock excavated being 5,000 cubic yards, which material has been placed in the main embankment. The 
width of the trench is 6 feet, and the bottom of the trench is at least 3 feet vertically into the solid granite. No 
concrete was placed in this trench until the Resident Engineers for New South Wales and Victoria had inspected the 


foundations and. certified that they were satisfactory, and in accordance with the River Murray Commission’s 


requirements. 

Core Wall.—The concreting of the cgre trench irom 2,675 feet to 3,990 feet was continued, and the core wall has 
been gradually built above the level of the trench. The inspection tunnel is being constructed at the back of the concrete 
core wall. The amounts of concrete and steel reinforcement placed inthe core wall during the year are, 11,000 cubic 
yards, and 87 tons respectively. 

Gravel.—This is being obtained from an old alluvial mine situated near Chiltern. The quantities received on these 


works for the year are :— , 
- Fine oe is bigs A cms 8,200 c. yds. 
Medium a ee 5% a aa 200 c. yds. 
Coarse af iek a 7% e 6,400 c. yds. 
Total i i ‘ 14,800 c. yds. 


. s . . 
Structures.-The bins and platforms for the concreting plant have been completed and the mixer and hoppers 
placed in position. 

Conveyors.—The “ A” belt conveyor has been adjusted and runs satisfactoril y. 

The “ B ” belt conveyor is ready for the belt to be placed in position. 

The tunnel for the ‘‘ Slat ” conveyor is completed, and the belt adjuster placed in position ; the trestle to make 
the connexion with the concrete platform of the mixing plant has yet to be built. All the pulleys in connexion with 
the driving of the “A” and “ B” conveyors, crusher, &c., have been placed in position. _ 

Bualdings.—The following buildings have been erected during the year :—- : 

(a) By Victorian Constructing Authority.—Fifty-three cottages for married workmen ; two gangers’ 


residences ; two staff residences ; a school teacher’s residence ; No. 2 single staff quarters ; one loco. - 


shed ; house for belt conveyors’ machinery ; pump house at river; additions to fitter’s shop ; 
additions to carpenter’s shop ; additions to power house and additions to public hall. 
(b) Non-departmental.—A church and five shops. 
PLANT. 
The following are the more important additions made to the plant during the year :— 
! 20-B.H.P. super Diesel stationary horizontal engine. 
Perry steam locomotive, 12 tons, 3-ft. 6-in. gauge. 
Rees water tube boiler and feed pump. . 
Three-throw pump, 5 inches. 
Tangye pump, 3 inches. 
Tangye pump, 24 inches. 
‘Two-stage Kelly and Lewis centrifugal pumps. 
8-inch centrifugal pump, ea Torrumbarry. 
‘ Little Tugger ” hoists. ; 
Holman pneumatic hoist. 
4} cubic yard side tip trucks. 
30-B.H.P. Blackstone crude oil engines. 
13-B.H.P. electric motor. _ 
74-B.H.P. electric motors. 


\ 
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LABOUR. 


The average numbers of men and horses employed during the year were 364 and 123 respectively, the numbers 
employed at the end of June, 1923, being 358 and 112 respectively. 
DRAINAGE, SANITATION, Water Suppty, GENERAL Heatran, Erc. 


The concrete drains and the filter bed have proved efficient for dealing with the-camp drainage. The double 
pan system of sanitation is satisfactory. 


The alteration of the water supply system rendered necessary by the silting up of the section of the river 


from which the water supply was pumped has been successfully carried-out, the new source of supply being the River 


Murray immediately below the junction of the Mitta Mitta River. The pump is a 5-inch three-throw pump, electrically 


driven. 


In January, 1923, a minor outbreak of enteric occurred, four cases being reported, none of which proved fatal. 
Immediate action was taken by the Resident Medical Officer, thereby checking any further spread. Apart from this, 
the general health of the employees has been satisfactory, and no serious accidents have occurred. 


SUMMARY. 
Description. | Prior to ist July, 1922. | 18t J ena eee 30th | Total ete June, 

2 @. yds, c. yds. ce. yds. 
Levee Banks .. os oe bs a a oe 21,000 Be 21,000 
Materials placed in embankment .. Ae ais ee ie ee 120,000 288,000 408,000 
Excavations in Core Trench are: ae el os i 27,000 21,500 48,500 
Concreté placed in Core Wall Ns o% i Ay re 1,500 11,000 12,500 
Reinforcing Steel placed in Core Wall! a a a att a 87 tons 87 tons 
Gravel transported from Chiltern .. we na ra of 8,000 14,800 22,800 


No. 1 Wetr anp Lock Downstream FROM EcHUCA NEAR TORRUMBARRY. 


General.—During the year a programme of work was drawn up to enable the construction of the weir and lock 
to be completed so as to be available for irrigation purposes during the season 1923-24. This programme was generally 
adhered to, two and three shifts per day being worked when necessary, and by 30th June, 1923, all construction work 
in the lock chamber, and navigation pass below flood level, was complete, the diversion dam across the river built, and 
the river successfully diverted. The steel trestles for the weir are practically complete, and it is expected that the 
structure will be ready for use for the next irrigation season. 


Lock Chamber.—The whole of the construction work in the lock chamber was completed by the end of May, 
1923, including the concreting of walls, the placing of the ironwork, and the construction of the gates, and the lock is 
now ready for use for navigation. 


The quantities of materials placed in the lock chamber during the year are as follow : 


Concrete’... - P ae: .. , 100 cubic yards 
Ironwork... te z e ee 10 tons 
Timber for Lock Gates i... se. a, 45,000 super. feet 


Navigation Pass.—All work was completed in the navigation pass at the beginning of June, 1923, the driving 
of the downstream row of sheet piling being completed on 10th January, 1923, and the upstream row on 7th February, 
1923. Alongside each of these rows of sheet piling 40 feet of stone beaching was placed for the full width of the 
navigation pass. 

A track for the trestles to stand on, during periods of high water, has been constructed of 60-lb. rails embedded 
in concrete. A boiler and double drum steam winch have been temporarily placed in position at the end of this track 
for operating the trestles. o 


The excavating of the earth in the blocks left across the upstream and downstream ends of the structure was 


completed in May, 1923. 


The erection of the steel trestles for the weir, by the Walsh Island Dockyard, New South Wales, the contractors 
for the work, was commenced on the floor of the navigation pass on 19th March, 1923, and completed on 24th April, 


1923. The amount of steel in the trestles is approximately 141 tons. The fixed planking, the platform, and the oregon 


drop bars are being fitted. 
The quantities of materials placed and work done during the year in the navigation pass are as follow :— 


Concrete— 
Navigation Pass floor .. 7 is * i .. 3,465 c. yds. 
Navigation Pass abutment wall .. = a A ue LUO Ge Us. 


— 4,465 c. yds. 
Sheet Piling— 


Upstream (steel) Be i aan a Re Peis b,000'sq:. it: 
Downstream (wood) .. ne on ie a .. 12,800 sq. ft. 
; ar Je 23,800 aq. ft. 
~~ Steel— 
Trestles me os ak ae * ee a 14] tons 
Reinforcement in Navigation Pass floor .. eS — oF 60 tons 
‘ —— 201 tons 
Timber—for Trestles “ a Bi ie he Ay he 12,400 sup. ft. 
_ Earthwork + a “ a a a et oe 135,700-c. yds. 


Stone—for beaching, &e. os $; 3 Ms My ne 4,300 c. yds. 


de. 


River Diversion —About the middle of December, 1922, a start was made on the river diversion works by driving 
piles for the bridge which supported the steel sheet piling driven alongside the bridge on the upstream side. Hach 
alternate steel sheet pile was in two sections temporarily fastened together. These jointed piles were driven until the 
joints of the sections were at river-bed level. As the sheet piling was driven the top sections of the jointed piles were 
partially withdrawn to provide waterway, and allow the water to pass through the structure. 


On 19th March, 1923, the river was diverted through the lock chamber by driving down in their ouides the partially 
withdrawn sheet piles. 


The placing of-earth and stone beaching on the face in the diversion dam was then proceeded with, and the dam 
was well above flood level by 30th June, 1923, only about 1,200 cubic yards of earthwork and 250 cubic yards of stone 
beaching being then required to be placed. : 


The timber in the bridge supporting the sheet piling was withdrawn before earth was placed in the centre of the 
dam, leaving the steel sheet piling as a core wall. The height of the top of this piling was R.L. 276, and above this level 
a reinforced concrete core wall, 6 inches thick, reinforced with one row of }-inch mild steel rods, 12-inch grids, 
was placed to R.L. 289. . 


The quantities of materials placed in River Diversion Dam during the year are as follow :— 


Earth uF ie - me a - .. 36,000 cubic yards 
Concrete ys z ze a ic fe ee 130 cubic yards 
Steel Reinforcement tee < oi as 28 nc 63 tons 
Steel Sheet Piling - # = bus as Bi 9,000 sq. ft. 


Materials.—18,900 tons of materials have been transported to the works by the 2-ft. gauge tramline, meluding 
2,000 cubic yards of sand excavated from the sand pit (2 miles from the works), 7,000 cubic yards of gravel from 
Carisbrook, and 5,700 cubic yards of spalls from Axedale and Edgecombe. ; 


Plant —The plant which was on the works previous to Ist-July, 1922, was used continuously throughout the year, 
and proved satisfactory. No important items of plant were added during the year. 


Buidings.—Minor additions and alterations to general works’ buildings, found necessary by the progress of the 
works, were carried out, but no new buildings were erected. 


Labour.—The average numbers of men and horses employed during the year were 278 and 149 respectively, the 
numbers of 30th June, 1923, being 178 and 71 respectively. 


Drainage, Sanitation, Water Supply, Health, &c.—The conditions in the camp regarding drainage, sanitation, 
and water supply have been very satisfactory. 


In March, 1923, two cases of enteric were discovered in the camp, one of which proved fatal. Prompt action was 


_taken by the Resident Engineer and the Local Health Authorities, and no further cases were reported. The Local Health 


Authorities were unable to locate the cause of the outbreak. Apart from this, the health of the camp has been satisfactory, 
and no serious accidents have occurred. 


SUMMARY OF WoRK DONE DURING YEAR. 


Description of Work. Prior to 1st July,-1922. ist July, fea. 80th June, 


Total to 30th June, 1923. 


Concrete in Lock Chamber, Navigation Pass, and River 

Diversion Dam .. at Bi es ue 14,500 cubic yards 5,295 cubic yards 19,795 cubic yards 
Ironwork in Lock Chamber .. cf ‘Ge i 31 tons 10 tons 41 tons 
Steelwork in Navigation Pass and Diversion Dam, including ; 


Trestles and Reinforcing Steel Je 73 5 1503 tons - 2074 tons 358 tons 
Timber Sheet piling in Lock Chamber and Navigation Pass 9,200 square feet 14,800 square feet 24,000 square feet 
Steel Sheet piling in Navigation Pass and Diversion Dam ~ 3 20,000 square feet 20,000 square feet. 
Earthwork in Navigation Pass and Diversion Dam ¥. 158,000 cubic yards 171,700 cubic yards 329,700 cubie yards 
Transport of Material a a ac an 32,000 tons 18,900 tons / 50,900 tons 


Surveys and Borings. 


Apart from the survey and boring operations on the river under the direction of the Constructing Authority 
for New South Wales, a survey in close detail was made of the portion of the river between mileages 32 and 32}—from _ 
the junction of the Darling—in the vicinity of the town of Mildura. As a result, a site was selected and designs prepared 
for the structures, to be known as Weir and Lock No. 11, near Mildura. 


The site and designs have since received the approval of the Commission, and operations on the ground will be 
commenced forthwith. : 


Yours obediently, 
(Sgd.) M. NALLY, 
Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
River Murray Commission, 
Melbourne. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


Commissioner of Public Works Ofi.ce, : 
Adelaide, 21st August, 1923. 

Sir, 
ANNUAL REPORT—RIVEK MURRAY COMMISSION, CLAUSE 19—RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT. 


With further reference to your letter of the 3rd ult., 1 am directed by the Hon. Commissioner ot Public Works 
to forward herewith General Report on work carried out in connexion with the River Murray Agreement tor the year 
1322-23, tor inclusion in the Report of the River Murray Commission for the year 1922-23. ‘ 

I have the honour to be, 
Sur, 
Your obedient Servant, 
The Secretary, (Sd.) C. H. DEWHIRST, 
River Murray Commission, Secretary. 
Melbourne, 


GENERAL REPORT FOR THH RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION ON WORK CARRIED OUT IN CONNEXION 
With THe MURRAY RIVER AGREEMENT FOR THE YAR 1922-25. 


Lake Victoria StoraGE WORKS. 


Rufus River Lniargement.—To. ex excavators Nos. 1 and 2 have not been in continuous use auring the year. 
Tower No. 2 completed the excavation between 0 m. 200 and 0 m. 800, and between U m. 3,000 and U m. 4,UUU, when the 
gang were transierred to the Outlet Reguiator work. ‘ihe engine and boiler ot ‘lower No. 1 were im use at the Outlet 
Kegulator throughout the year. A portion of the excavation was removed by scoop teams, but tis work has now also 
been suspended on account oi rising fiood waters; 14,448 cubic yards were excavated during the period, making a total 
to date ot 76,820 cubic yards. 

Frenchman’s Creek Knlargement.—Petty contractors have been engaged excavating between 23 m. and 23 m. 
40 c., the work now being held up on account of fiood waters; 15,713 cubic yards were removed during the’ period, - ; 
making a total ot 17,349 cubic yards to date. 

Channel No. 3.—8,6U2 cubic yards have been excavated during the period by petty contractors and Departmental = 
gangs, the total excavation to date being 37,806 cubic yards. aa 

Gullet mm Katension Channel No. 1.—'Lhe excavation ot this gullet had been practically completed when the tlood Som 
waters rendered it. impracticable to continue the work ; 28,076 cubic yards were excavated, tne total to date being | 
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Frenchman's Creek Clearng.—The creek has been cleared oi fallen logs and trees between Nos, 1 and 2 channels, 
21 m. to 23 m. 40 c., 24 m. to 25 m., 28 m. 6U c. to 30 m., 33 m. to 33 m. 4U C., 34 m. 46 ¢. to 37 m. ; and practically 
all of Carr's Creek. ‘Lhe majority of the work was carried out by petty contractors, and is now in abeyance on 
account of rising Hood waters. Ke 

Embankment No. 1.—The construction of this embankment has been completed with the exception of creek = 
crossings Nos. 4 and 5, and a portion between 8 m. 4,100 and 9 m. 1,2ZUU, the total amount oi filling during the year : 
being 3U6,896 cubic yards, making a total to date ot 092,946 cubic yards. 

Lmbankment No. 4.—Lhe earthworks of this bank have been completed with the exception oi approaches to 
the Uutlet Kegulator and a portion of the bank between 1 m. 4,UUU and end of bank, whicn is being reserved as a 
temporary roadway. Stone pitcumg has been put im hand between | m, 4,8UU and Z m. 6U by petty contractors, 
and Z,9UY cubic yards have been placed to date. A total of 11,841 cubic yards oi limestone have been deiivered at 
the bank for use in pitching, 

kmbankment NO, 5.—Construction oi this bank was completed early in the financial year, 6,982 cubic yards 
being placed im the bank during the period, and the totai deposited bemg 61,209 cubic yards. 

Kmbankme..t No. 9.—1iis bank was also completed early in the he 2,609 Gubic yards having been deposited 
durmg the period, making a total oi 15,022 cubic yards. 

Lmvanknent No. 10.—Construction was commenced early in November, i922, and the bank has now been 
completed, 26,225 cubic yards bemg deposited. 

Channeé No, 1 (imciuding Contract 24/19).—6,961 cubic yards have been excavated during the period, and 
the work is now practicaliy completed, i71,57% cubic yards having been excavated to date. 

Channe No, 2 (including Vontract 24/19).—I'he excavation ot this channel has been continued, 11,607 cubie 
yards bemg removed during tue period, making a total to date of 102,918 cubic yards. aa 

Controlling Kegwator.—l his regulator las been completed and is in operation. 

Outet Keguiator.—The construction oi this regulator is well in hand, the piacing of concrete in foundations and 
moulds having been completed, and the steei tresties and main girders erected in postion. ‘he gates have yet to be 
hung, but this work will not be p.oceeded with, as it will not be practicable to do so until aiter tue high river. Iteis 
proposed to hold water in the Lake to about K.L. 184-00 with stop logs, the capacity at 184-UU being about 215,000 
acre teet. 

Inlet Regudator.—The construction oi this regulator proceeded satistactorily until Sth May, 1923, when the 
men ceased work, demanding the dismissal of a ganger. As there was no possibility of completing the foundation work 
betore the river reached a height to stop work, it was decided to discontinue ali work except tue driving of the line 
of steel sheet piles, which was completed and all plant removed on 26th June, 1925, Hour nundred and ‘eighty cubic 
yards have been excavated trom wing walls and toundations, and sand, crushed granite, and rip-rap carted io the 5 


si ; 


- work. ‘Lhe steel and ironwork has been tabricatea by the Perry Kngineering Company, and will be iorwarded to the 


site as soon as required. 
Caretaker’s Residence.—A fence has been erected around this residence. A windmill pumping plant with 
necessary storage tanks has also been erected to supply water to the caretaker’s residence and the maintenance cottage. 
Maintenance Cottage.—A two-roomed wood and iron galvanized iron cottage lined with three-ply has been 
erected for maintenance purposes. 
Wave Break.—A large quantity oi local redgum logs and piles, totalling 19,284 lineal feet, have been delivered , 
on the site. 
Fencing Road Bank No. 6.—The erection of a guard fence on road bank No. 6 has been completed. 
Fenemg Koad Bank adjoining Bank No, 8.—The erection of a guard ience on road bank adjoining bank No. 5 
has been practically completed. 
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Telephone Line.—Arrangements have been made for the erection of poles for telephone line from the Rufus 
_ River to Lock No. 9, and the necessary materials have been ordered. oe 
Contract 24/19 (Joseph Timms) for the construction of portion of embankment No. 1, embankment No. 6, and 
Channels Nos. 1 and 2.—This contract was completed early in the financial year. Seok 2 
M Contract 42/19 (Timms and Kidman) for embankments Nos. 4 and 5.—This contract_has. been completed so far ~~ 
as the contractors are concerned, the remaining work being carried out departmentally”* °°" *\s~ **S\" +45 Sha ee 
A Contract 14/20 (Burt and Timms) for the construction of a road bridge over Frenchman’s Creek at.21 m.—This 
contract was completed early in the year. 1a Hcijuil incite 
Contract 51/20 (Burt and Timms) for the construction of an occupation bridge over Channel-No..2.—This bridge... , 
has been completed. 
The following is a summary of work during the financial year :-— 


“fe 


. : He iia Description of Work. Earthworks. Percentage completed. Ret Se ae 
2 pV CTO. yen $32.. F497 ig 
. Cubic yds. Per cent, 
Bank No.1 .. Ay Bc Oe on 720,813 89°7 
St Bank No.2... fe oh ia ms Not yet commenced . 
i Bank No. 3... Not yet commenced fate il Acnd Ta dR si seein eee 
ie Bank No. 4 178,697 98:5 si 44% 
par» Bank No. 5 57,667 100 
a ae Bank No. 6 - a 36,726 100 
TaN ae Bank No. 7 i Be et, 5,866 100 
aes oa ‘Bank No. 8 e ia “ 61,209 too" =" pibceceleick ae 
Be PT 3) Bank! No. 9). i is at - ~ 13,022 100 Wir qaqa a gta 
Bank No. 10 .. ¥ 3 Y i 26,223 100. =. Avtuadit agin 
_ Road Bank adjoinmg Bank 8 .. Date Ais 9,997 100 yay meee; 
Channel No. 1 * s a ij WLBT sive Bahl 98°15" YC gH ES ee 
Channel No. 2 figs x ats as 102,918 fay PAYA bee Whe 0 ead UST aD 
Niger ~~ Channel No. 3 i 8 oe Bae 37,506 662M eG Se Vy 2p oe 
SAE aa Frenchman’s Creek enlarging .. ee ak ; 17,349 Pk OE SH py i 
a Extn. and Guilet Channel No. 1- ne ae 75,677 - O450f vor. t wpe ee eet 
2a ya Rufus River enlarging .. ‘; a te 76,820 . apres aes ? ot 


The total earthworks for the year ended 30th June, 1923, is 475,337 cubic yards, making a grand total to date of 
1,585,857 cubic yards. The average cost of earthworks to date is ls. 11:18d. per cubic yard, including all charges for _. 

- clearing (except-Bank No. 1), ploughing and.stripping seats of embankments and sites of borrow pits, wetting materials, — 
: and special consolidation in water courses, extra lead, depreciatiori of plant, &c. PR Rite OSS eee 
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ae ; William R. Randell Lock, Blanchetown. QoS Bos 
| Weir and Navigable Pass——Boulé panels and stop logs have ,been jremoved and jreplaced. as required to - 
maintain the upper pool level. wk Bits ce ame rea A 
_—s-.- Lock. —A drain for carrying storm waters clear of the lock chamber has been established, h quite ee 
 Cableway.—The timber and machinery were dismantled early in the year and transported to Lock No.5. 
RF Buildings —One set of cabins, five cottages, the staff camp, and No.1 cement,shed were dismantled and _ 
transported to, Lock No. 5. uit 2ovky ssl gQ QR aeee 
+ * Seventy-two Feet Derrick Boat No. 1.—Thejreconstruction ,of this derrick}, boat,was completed and. the hull © 
 jaunched on ié6th August, 1922, and the machinery, derrick, and engine house re-installed. Ai ee Se 
Bs Seventy-two Feet Derrick Boat No. 3.—The hull of this derrick boat was received from the Contractor during the 
latter part of the year, and the boiler, swinging engine, and derrick have been placed in position. The construction of _ 
_houseis in hand. j -c1iiGisG ot ea gar 
ae - Ninety Feet Derrick Boat No. 3.—This boat, the hull of which was received from the Contractor on 29th January, 
1928, has been fitted with house and engine foundations, but the timbers for derrick have not_yet. been received. 
ta Dump Scows.—The construction of two dump scews (Nos. 3 and 4) was put in hand early,in.the year. Neo 3: 


BS 


a 


has been’ completed and launched, and No. 4 has been fully planked and a portion caulked. iii, OLR ee 
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Bin Barges—Repairs and caulking have been carried out as required. 


. Fue Flats —Two 30-feet fuel flats (Nos. 5 and 6) and two 60-feet fuel fiats (Nos. 5 and 6) ware completed during 
the year and are now in commission. ' «ce aaa 


-  «... Dipper Dredge No. 2.—A contract has been let for the construction, of a hull for. dipper dredge, and the 
necessary ironwork and machinery has been imported from the United States of America, as was done in connexion 
with No. 1 dredge (Janno). : a a 


Stacking: Platform.—A commencement was made on the erection of platform for the storage of, stop. logs and 
Boulé panels ; and a portable crane has been obtained and assembled on truck for the purpose of handling the stop 
logs -and Boule panels. ; J1S7ifURSS LS eS 
Motor. Boats —The construction of the hull of No. 1 motor boat has been completed, and the construction. of 
No. 2 is well in hand. The manufacture of engines for these boats has been completed .by..the Contractor, _ and the 
engines tested and found to be satisiactory. ; hae eee 
Water: Service.—A petrol pumping plant with necessary storage and fittings has been. installed atthe residence 
of the Lockmaster. eu 2 BS tag Sea Se iay gliunatebd Riow baa 
General.—A number of sleepers have been sawn out of native timber in the locality, and forwarded. with ‘other 
construction materials to Locks Nos. 5 and 9 and the Waikerie Quarry. . i 5 gies 
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Lock No. 2. bier tea ie See. isvc Jak ebay 
... . Preliminary. investigation work has been carried out to ascertain the amount and quality of stone available in’ 
the adjacent deposit. It was found that there was not sufficient stone to.warrant the expense of erecting a stone 


crusher, and that all the stone available could ‘be used as rip-raps 2.9 =) © 9-2 ee oe a dk 


133 ry bBo ae Ba ’ tate AEG LG f1seaoge 
cae ‘ Lock No. 3. es een Ses, Sitearaaateas Le 

Cofferdam No. \.—The wotk inside this cofierdam having. been completed, pile pulling was commenced’ on 
8th May, 1923, the removal being sufliciently completed by the sUth June to enable shipping to pass. 

¥ - .Cofferdam No. 2.—'The construction of this cofierdam was commenced in May, 1923, and is being pusliéd“on 
ws rapidly as possible. == ~~ " “*% Ate Mog ey R TREO ae poe 
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=! Lock Chamber The Srcavationitor eee = ek od Fa A WSO Adis Does nese e 

2 bee alls and floor has been completed, and the w 

! _ placed during the year. P other belewhy Be onorete 
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Lock Gates.—The construction of lock gates is practically complete. i : 

Nawigable Pass.—The whole of the navigable pass, including the upstream apron and downstream curtain has 
been completed and six trestles riveted and placed in position. Three other trestles were placed, but have since been 
removed, as No. 2 cofferdam extends over their bearings. F 

Floating Plant—The dredge Manno was docked and overhauled early in the financial year. e 


Buildings.—One two-roomed, one three-roomed, and one four-roomed, cottages have been built for the use of 
married employees. 


Materials Placed. 


Description. Prior to 30th June, 1922. 30th June, 1922, to 30th June,1923. Total to 30th June, 1925, 
Common excavation " ae me 11,029 cubic yards 7,177 cubic yards _ 18,206 cubic yards 4345 
Rock excavation Be < ee 3.357 5 3,245 a 6,602 ” j ie 
Fill =" 5: of a, ah 15,347 i, | 15,347 Xn 
Jarrah timber .. es a 4 ar 20,105 super. feet 20.105 super, feet 
Concrete oh ae S ot 4,022 cubic yards 14,601 cubic yards 18,633 cubic yards 
Structural steel .. hf aS ae 116,148 Ibs. ; | 158,792 lbs. 274,948 Ibs. 
Reinforcing rods Pa ei ie _ 93.160 ,, 93,160 ,, 
Bolts .. ve oa at S. 1,120 Ibs. 444 ,, 1,564 ,, “a 
Tron castings... is i i 26,137 ., 11,454 ,, 37,591 ,, 
Steel castings .. 3 he be 21,406 ,, epee 26,729 ,, 
Forgings At bs = ~ 7,449 ,, : 13,555 ,, 21,004 .. 
Machine steel .. ee ae S¢ Moots 6,034. ,, TOU Le tee 
Rubber o . 7. 7: a 108 _,, 108 ,, 
Pipe, 1-in., standard or ee oe ae ; 41 > 41 ” 
Pipe, 1}-in., standard... oa ae ae 1,498 ,, 1,498 ,, <a 
Pipe, 2-in., standard Ah st 4 ere ; Bl Hy ER v 
Pipe, 6-in., extra strong .. a: ae rr 1,290 ,, 1,290 ;, rant 
Tile drains, 6-in. cone. .. Ay Se ae 330 feet 330 feet Sh 
Secondhand rails R Bs a = 3,990 Ibs. 3,990 lbs. ¥ 
Galvanized iron spikes .. x, 2d 2 123°; 2s te 
Boulé panels, large af By "de bie 240 55 240 ,, 7 ne 
Boulé panels, small = 2 eens oe 180°-_ 5; 180 ,, Ce 
Cofferdam, constructed .. oy ar 1,071 feet ax 1,071 feet 


Lock No, 5. ey 

Survey.—The centre line of weir was set out early in the year. a 

Cableway.—The clearing and levelling of site of cableway track completed, and the sleepers placed in position, 
The framing of head tower and construction of car practically completed. The 90-feet tail tower has been framed, = 
erected in position, and braced. The two deadmen for main cable extensions have been placed in position, the extensions = 
reeved over the tower, and anchorage slings placed. : : 

Buildings —Two two-roomed, one three-roomed, and one four-roomed cottages, two sets of cabins, kitchen 
and men’s mess room, and cement shed completed. 

Snagging—A channel 40 to 50 feet wide has been cleared upstream of the lock site to Paringa, and downstream 
to Paringa channel. 

Railway Siding.—A survey of the proposed route for siding connecting the lock site with Paringa railway station 
has been completed. Portion of the route has been cleared, earthworks commenced, and arrangements made for 
obtaining secondhand material from the Railways Department. 

General.—Consignments of steel sheet piling and round piles, timber, stores, &c., have been received and stacked 
at the lock. Approximately 200 cubic yards of limestone rip-rap have been carted to the site. 

: Lock No. 9. aS 

Cofferdam.—W ork was commenced on the upstream arm on 15th December, 1922, and the cofferdam was oe 
completed in April, 1923. Owing to low water it was necessary to excavate in certain places in order to float the pile- : 
driving barge. Rip-rap has been used to protect the outside toe of cofferdam. 

Lock.—The excavation for lock and wing wall foundations completed, and the floor levelled; 1,119 round 
piles and 472 sheet piles driven. The forms for construction of lock walls in hand. 

Cableway.—The erection of tail and head towers completed, and ropes and machinery installed. The plant 
has been in use since 14th September, 1922. Concrete blocks for counter weights have been moulded and installed. 

Machine and Woodworking Shops.—Installation of plant and machinery completed. : 

Materrals —Crushed granite, gravel and limestone rip-rap has been received and stored in dumps on cleared 
sites. Redgum piles and crib timber, steel sheet piles, cement, timber for construction of forms, ironwork for lock 
and navigable pass, firewood, and general stores have been received during the year and utilized as required. 

General—Mildura Derrick—A stiff leg derrick and three-drum hoist has been erected at Mildura and used for 
handling gravel railed from Carisbrook, Victoria. Truss gear has recently been made at the lock and forwarded to 
Mildura for fitting to the lengthened boom. 


Central Office. ; 

A central office has been established at Renmark in rooms leased from Messrs. R. P. James and Company. 
Three allotments have been purchased in the south-eastern portion of Renmark, and officers’ quarters, consisting of 
two four-roomed cottages, officers’ mess room, and six tents, erected. 


Mannum Quarry. 

Quarrying and crushing operations, and overhauling and repairing of plant, have been carried out. The 
following quantities of stone have been handled :— 

Quarried, crushed and forwarded to works hee i ‘ ;. 14,312 tons 
Spalled ready for crusher as loi: ae xy ne 15,000 tons 

It has been found necessary to indent some new parts for both the crushers, and until these are received, 
crushing will not be resumed. 

Warkerie Quarry. 

The erection of cabins and camp was commenced in October and a small gang engaged in quarrying and 
stacking rip-rap, until 22nd June, 1923, when the quarry was closed down. About 9,000 tons of rip-rap quarried in 
readiness for transportation. 

(Sed.) JOHN GORE STEWART, M. Inst. C.E. 
16th August, 1923. Engineer-in-Chief. 
16685.—4 


APPENDIX III. 


- COPIES OF REPORTS REGARDING THE GAUGINGS RECORDED AT THE VARIOUS GAUGING 


STATIONS ON THE RIVER MURRAY AND ITS TRIBUTARIES WITHIN THE THREE 
CONTRACTING STATES DURING THE YEAR 1922-1923. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission, 
Sydney, 3rd September, 1923. 
Dear Sir, : 
Tam forwarding herewith, by direction, annual statement regarding gauges on the Murray River and tributaries 
for inclusion in your Commission’s Annual Report. 
Yours faithfully, ; , 
(Sed.) H. BEVAN, Acting Secretary. 
The Secretary, 
River Murray Commission, 
Melbourne. 


ANNUAL REPORT—RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION—CLAUSE 19, RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT. 


Attached hereto are Schedules “ A,” “ B,” and “C.’* In Schedule “ A ” is tabulated the number of gaugings 
taken during the year 1922-1923 at various stations on the River Murray and its tributaries and effluent streams by 
officers of the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission. This table also shows the range of observations, 


In Schedule “B’ are shown the maximum, minimum, and mean discharge in cusecs (cubic feet per second) 
and the run-off in acre-feet for each month at twenty-six (26) stations within the River Murray basin in New South 
Wales. These figures are in accordance with the latest information available, obtained from current-meter observations. 


It will be noticed that the discharges tabulated show, generally, that there was much less water flowing in the 


____ lower portions of the Murray River and its tributaries than in the previous year. Drought conditions were very marked 
from December to April. At Corowa the total discharge for the year was only 58 per cent. of that for the previous 


year. . : 
At Menindie, on the Darling River, the volume discharged was only 2°6 per cent. of that of the previous year. 


The Murrumbidgee River at stations above Narrandera shows higher discharges due to large floods in July 
and August. The diversions down the Murrumbidgee Main Canal were nearly 65 per cent. greater, and at Balranald 
the discharge was only 67 per cent. of the previous year. 


The Lachlan River discharges like those of the Murrumbidgee were greater in the upper reaches and less in the 


_ lower reaches as compared with last year, and this stream contributed very little to the Murrumbidgee River. 


RELEASE OF STORED WATER FROM BURRINJUCK. 


During nine days ending the 1st March, 1923, water was released from Burrinjuck at a mean rate of 2,734 cusees, 
and the benefit to the lower Murrumbidgee and Murray Rivers was considerable. 


On the 16th March the reading on the gauge at Mildura was 1:60 feet below zero, the equivalent discharge being — | 


824 cusecs. The following day the river commenced to rise due to the Murrumbidgee River flow, and continued rising 
till the 25th March, when the gauge reading was 0°15 feet above zero, equivalent to a discharge of 1,582 cusecs. On 
the previous day at Swan Hill the discharge was only 15 cusecs. . 


The effect of the released water was appreciable even as far as Morgan in South Australia. 


Gavaine Stations EstasLisHeD IN ACCORDANCE WITH “THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFERENCE OF 
GAUGING OFFICERS. 


Discharge measurements were made at the new stations on the River Murray at Dora Dora and Barmah, and 
on the Wakool River at Stoney Crossing at the Edward River at Moulamein. However, the information obtained 
1s not yet sufficient to calculate monthly and yearly volumes. Measurements have also been continued at the Hume 
Reservoir Station. 


(Sgd.)  H. SHUTE, 


Chief Surveyor and Hydrographer. 
3rd September, 1923. ; 
Ce Dae ie 


* For Schedule “ C” gee “ Diversions ”_A ppendix IV. 


_ REcorD oF GAUGINGS DURING 1922-1923. 


SCHEDULE “A”. 


Range of Height. 


Stream. Station. No. Stream. Station. 
From— To— 
ft. in. | ft. in 
Murray River Dora Dora 7 3°3 9°65 Lachlan River Wyangala House 
* ” Hume Reservoir 4 {516 1 {521 4 a ie Wyangala 
” 9 Corowa yi 4 |64in. BZ} 9 2 Be Pa Cowra 
” ” Gulpa Offtake .. 2 AL 1Giss 3 oF Forbes 
33 ” Barmah - 3 aye of 14°85 ” al ss Cadow 
” 99 Barham Wea 163 as = Ee Condobolin 
Tuppal Creek At Offtake 2 5°40 5°65 +3 3 Kiacatoo 
Bullatale Creek At Offtake re 2 3°85 3°95 ve A Willanthry 
Edward River At Offtake c J 3°75 a i EA Hillston 
9 ” Deniliquin ‘ 2 6°4 8°3 <3 inane Booligal 
29 “ Moulamein 3 8°75 9°5 ig ra Oxley 
Gulpa Creek - | At Offtake eh) 5 3 04 Lake Creek Lake Outlet 
Wakool River .. | Stony Crossing.. 1 5°55 an Boorowa River Kember 
Billabong Creek .. | Windouran 2 6 04) 7 7% Belubula River Canowindra 
Eagle Creek - | At Offtake 2 5°60 6,05 Island Creek Cadow 
Murrumbidgee River] Yeumburra 2 0 64] 6 4 5 me .. | Below Weir 
*. A Jugiong 8 3.9 6 44 Bumbuggin Creek | Offtake 
»» 3 Gundagai 19 4 34] 27 5 Goobang Creek .. | Condobolin 
” ” Narrandera 6 5 63,12 14 Willamundry Creek | Ofitake 
33 At Hay. 2 ie Gri Fie Namoi River Old Querindi 
Fr aol Balranald 8 5 44) 18 114 . x Gunnedah ae 
Goodradigbee River | Brindabella 1 1726 ee Peel River Bowling Alley Pt 
23 » Wee Jasper Ste Tots F100 45 Macquarie River White Rock 
Yass River Yass~.. 2 2 641 10 114 rr A Bathurst 
Jugiong Creek Jugiong 4 0 44} 3 43 3 Burrendong 
Tumut River Talbingo 1 4 3 ns x > Wellington 
3 oF Tumut 5 02 4 6 11 2) Pe Dubbo 
Gilmore Creek .. | Batlow 1 1 02 re = 45 Narromine ~ 
Little Gilmore Creek} Batlow 1 O 44 vt a ue Warren 
Jounama Creek .. | Talbingo : 2 a) eae 
Yarrangobilly Creek} Yarrangobilly .. 1 0 8 oe Total A 


REcorD OF GAUGINGS 


Murray Rwer at Corowa, 


Catchment area, 7,260 square miles. 


Month. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Maximum. | Minimun. | Mean. 
9,990 1,780 4,698 
12,800 5,090 7,249 
9,800 4,610 6,469 
10,800 5,550 7,784 
5,475 1,983 3,618 
1,930 900 1,365 
1,540 647 947 

766 LD ~ 494 
338 157 248 
310 270 291 
4,000 290 1,334 
16,300 2,150 10,277 


Total, 2,731,296 acre-feet. 


SCHEDULE “ B.” 


eee 


- 


DURING 1922-23 IN ACRE-FEET PER MonrtuH. 


Run off in 
Acre-feet. 


291,270 
449,460 
388,160 
482,580 
217,070 
84,690 
58,176 
27,718 
15,378 
17,480 
82,714 
616,600 


~ a 
a 
a 
Range of Height. 
No. 
From— To— 
ft. in.;} it. in: 
2 Tas 4 Of 
1 0 Of ry 
14 1 62 TA 
54 1 23 9 11 
7 |3in.BZ| 14 Of 
11 AT, 7 94 
1 0 5} b 
1 3 22 shat 
1 4 114 oy. 
1 0 8 a 
1 105% a 
25 4 5 5 1s 
2 iT Der h 
oe 110 2 7k 
1 He? ett ee 
Pe pfeb a : 
5 Ora? 0 82 
3 0 2 0 10% 
1 7 aah or 
2 0 102 ti 73 
2 1 8? De SF 
4 ioe 0) 1 5} 
3 2 2 3. bes 
1 6 oe 
3 2114 4 74 
5 3 6 4 94 
5 Zs oe. ek 
3 0 113 res 
Foil 2 62 | eH0 


RE, 


Murray River at Gulpa Creek Offtake. 


Catchment area, 12,950 square miles. 


Month. 


July .. 
August 
September 
October © 
November 
December 


' January 


February 
March 
April .. 
May . 
June . 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Maximum, | Minimum. 
4,280 1,695 
4,485 3,830 
4,350 3,750 
4,550 - 4,040 
4,150 2,447 
2,375 1,328 
1,695 965 
1,100 623 

623 405 
471 421 
2,780 437 
4,550 2,650 


Total, 1,762,276 acre-feet, 


Mean. 


3,123 
4,121 
3,973 
4,381 
3,417 
1,825 
1,258 

830 

489 

434 
1,032 
3,999 


Run off in 
Acre-feet, 


193,666 
255,530 
238,390 e28 
271,650 Be 
205,054 md 


113,154 — 
78,020 eae 


46,466 
30,326 
26,060 
64,030 | “5 
239,930 ; 


}) aes 


Catchment area, 25,000 square miles. 


Murray River at Barham. 


ScHEDULE ‘ B ’’—continued. 


RECORD OF GAUGINGS DURING 1922—-23—continued, 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Gulpa Creek at Offtake. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Run off in Run off in 
Month. Kers-toct: Monti Actetects 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean Maximum. | Minimum. Mean 
July 6,810 1,840 3,665 227,240 July .. 608 85 381 23,624 
August <. 7,090 5,380 6,568 407,204 August a 638 517 581 36,020 
September 9,270 6,520 7,290 437,400 September 2 552 486 533 31,964 
October 10,640 6,880 9,276 575,100 October ne 570 501 547 33,932 
November 7,830 3,530 6,077 364,640 November if 517 240 400 24,812 
December 3,360 1,120 1,924 119,280 December Fs 220 41 113 7,016 
January 1,070 550 737 45,730 January se 85 5 62 1,926 
February 270 29 apr 4,314 February uA 18 3 158 
March 29 10 17 1,042 March No nee : 
April : 15 11 12 716 April .. x 
May Z 2,050 12 327 20,316 May .. Er 330 28 42 2,644 
June : 10,970 2,560 7,758 465,500 June .. 570 272 461 29,682 
Total, 2,668,482 acre-feet. Total, 191,778 acre-feet. 
Murrumbidgee River at Yeumburra. 
Edward Rwer at Deniliquin. Catchment area, 2,950 square miles. 
Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 
Month. ie ucers Month Soe seit 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean Maximum. | Minimum. Mean 
July 1,740 59 539 33,446 July .. 29,830 255 5,250 325,504 
August .. 2,500 1,650 1,967 121,940 August 13,420 1,507 3,524 218,722 
September 2,220 1,500 1,738 103,760 September 4,700 1,360. 2,121 131,508 
October 3,130 1,900 2,499 154,960 October 1,580 646 1,047 64,888 
November 1,850 508 1,239 74,346 November we 933 230 443 27,444 
December 478 22 170 10,564 December 520 80 202 12,526 
January 22 : 7 530 January ne 
February February 40 No recjords 
March No flow March ‘ 
~April April 47 10 Ziee 1,282 
May 22 : 1 44 May . 333 140 180 11,162 
June 6,400 22 2,157 129,458 June 3,980 120 1,419 85,124 
Total, 629,048 acre-feet. Total for nine months, 878,160 acre-feet, 
Murrumbidgee River at Jugiong. Murrumbidgee River at Gundagat. 
Catchment area, 5,720 square miles. Catchment area, 8,400 square miles. 
Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 
Run-off in -ofF t 
Month. ; eratoett Month. yee: 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. : 
July hs 43,680 220 6,158 381,826 July... 74,400 820 11,219 695,636 
August .. 29,180 1,450 12,183 755,352 August are 53,700 5,650 14,132 876,220 : 
September 7,240 520 2,288 137,300 September 8,010 2,648 4,098 245,872 
October 2,420 620 1,432 88,790 October 6,140 1,695 3,301 204,686 
November 770 430 691 41,480 November 1,876 730 1,306 78,378 
December 950 520 775 48,090 December 1,346 620 859 53,254. 
January 1,210 770 1,046 | 64,840 || January 1,300 855 1,120 | 69,458 
February 3.950 860 1,833 |. 102,640 || February 3,860 925 1,333. | 94.674 
March 1,150 430 952 59,060 March 3,480 655 982 60.916 
April 1,050 620 sol | 53,466 || April . 965 655 879 : 
M 52,750 
ca 860 325 576 35,728 May . 2,094. 690 1,067 66,168 
uns 8,827 325 1,597 95,878 June . 20,600 2,225 7,862 471,730 


Sa EE WEEE ed ES RS) RO AT = 


Total :—1,864,450 acre-feet. 


a a ee 
Total :—2,969,742 acre-feet,” 


- 


ScuEpuLe “ B”’—continued. 


RecorpD or GAUGINGS DURING 1922-23=continued. 


Murrumbidgee River at Wagga Wagga. Murrumbidgee River at Narrandera. 
Catchment area, 10,700 square miles. Catchment area, 14,080 square miles. 
Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second, 
-off i Run-off in 
Month. 2 Sl. al ce en a a a gy omeses Month. % ‘Abra 4280) 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. : Maximum, | Minimum. Mean. 
S$ | | — | 
July ae AF 52,040 1,050 8,142 504,842 July .. xe 11,530 850 4,118 255,310 
August .. a 51,700 5,050 19,054 {1,181,372 August we 21,720 7,095 14,551 902,150 
September ate 8,085 3,010 4,544 272,654 September ae 10,620 3,060 5,390 323,426 
October ak 5,050 2,060 3,046 188,850 October of 6,685 1,795 3,441 213,350 
November ne 2,245 1,015 1,642 98,550 November ara 2,120 540 1,434 86,044 
December S 1,195 980 1,058 65,600 December Hie 1,270 422 739 45,802 
January a 1,195 1,015 |. 1,062 65,860 January = 832 372 602 37,342 
February se 3,200 1,100 1,482 83,000 February nie 2,640 450 739 41,386 
March... ae 3,070 880 1,203 74,580 March <2 2,670 200 760 47,136 
Aprils, ¢.. Cts 1,015 980 1,004 60,270 April .. ae 360 225 248 14,898 
May os ate 2,420 980 1,225 | 75,960 May .. oe 1,820 225 684 42,438 
June .. a 26,660 1,480 10,795 647,730 ._ June... xh 13,970 1,150 8,036 482,194 
Total :—3,319,268 acre-feet. ~ Total :—2,491,476 acre-feet. 
Murrumbidgee River at Hay. Murrumbidgee River at Balranald. 
Catchment area, 17,520 square miles. Catchment area, 42,600 square miles. 
Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 
Month. a Month. ees 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. 
July AB a6 5,800 825 2,038 126,352 July .. pe 3,155 881 1,339 83,008 — 
August .. ae 23,22 5,140 12,539 777,424 August 56 5,820 3,370 4,435 264,972 
September aa 10,700 2,940 5,450 327,048 September Sc 11,310 5,200 8,664 519,860 
October oF 5,980 1,600 3,532 219,010 October as 4,930 2,064 4,272 264,858 
November ay. 1,770 900 15324 79,460 November sia 2,016 990 1,424 85,490 
December Ar 985 | 460 681 42,266 December a6 971 512 742 46,024 
January _ Ae 630 382 487 30,188 January ate 712 446 537 33,324 
February nid 650 348 407 28,822 February Ais 646 546 605 33,904 
March .. ate 1,950 236 800 49,592 March ale 1,668 396 799 49,542 
April +... oe 348 236 273 16,398 April .. A 396 296 347 20,850 
May a5 aie 985 250 478 29,642 May .. oie 881 346 444 27,552 
June .. ae 8,990 503 4,207 252,452 June .. AG 4,030 712 2,232 133,916 
Total :—1,978,654 acre-feet. Total :—1,563,300 acre-feet, 
Yass River at Yass. Goodradigbee River at Wee Jasper. 
Catchment area, 500 square miles. Catchment Area, 443 square miles. 
Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. ; Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 
Month. _———————— |, ~ Aere-feets ¢ Month. Acre-feet, 
Maximum. |} Minimum. Mean. Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. 
BU, oa eA 16,596 8 1,292 80,350 July .. ae 24,792 286 3,854 238,962 
August . 55 370 38 121 7,564 August se 2,395 712 1,982 61,468 
September vs 84 23 38 2,314 September ft _ 1,129 697 800 48,022 
October a 23 3 10 558 October Pi 790 402 544. 33,764 
November ‘ # 3 3 180 November a 417 243 344 20,856 
December : 145 3 39 23322 December or 3710 170 226 14,016 
January > 8 3 4 224 January “ie 315 151 187 11,588 
February ; 8 1 3 188 February a 142 90 110 6,172 
March are nit 1 0 0 10 March a5 7 90 99 | 6,110 
April .. ey No flow April .. #5 103 90 103 6,220 
May ae es 8 8 8 416 May .. Ai 637 103 252 15,664. 
June .. iz: 7,270 8 338 20,292 June .. ae 2,510 460 1,263 75,760 


Total :—114,418 acre-feet. ; Total :—538,602 acre-feet. 


Sonepune “ B”—continued. 


REcoRD OF GAUGINGS DURING 1922-23—continued. 


2S Tumut River at Tumut. * 7 
say Catchment area, 980 square miles. Main Canal at Uara Weir. 
Be: Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. ; Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 
a Month. terete. Month. : 
=~ Maximum. | Minimum Mean ; Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. 
- . a a i a en a 
: July 16,100 558 3,460 | 214,558 |! July 
~ August 4,600 1,625 2,573 | 159,520 A No flow 
= September 3,360 1,553 2,311 140,674 September ‘ 
: October 2,281 771 1,277 79,204 October : 687 387 

November 1,139 388 743 44,608 November 506 362 

December 445 171 325 19,758 December 427 80 
; January 254 150 190 | 11,768 || January 605 | - 326 

February 178 68 119 6,654 February - 605 368 
‘ = cs 115 63 83 5,146 || March a 661 |- 427 
ae re =e ae 129 73 88 oot ON Ant or 2: 700 465 
= care * 2,281 90 646 | 40,086 ea a 650 18 
a June .. a 11,400 2,995 5,324 319,472 June .. “2 SOF, No flow. ~ 
5 pat r | 
5 Total :—1,046,782 acre-feet. - Total :—203,885 acre-feet. 
: s ; 
: 
= 
i y a ‘ . 

Yanko Creek at Allens. ‘Billabong Creek at Puckawidgee. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Month. Month. % - 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. +s = 
1,280 » 18 July. . 0 o 
2,880 648 August 1,500 36,882 
September z 1,135 218 September ie 1,400 - 36,274 
October 674 74 October ae 397 14,870 
November 108 3 November s 53 1,234 
December : 12 3 December 4 40 
January s ll 0 . 0 0 
February : 130 0 February * 0 ‘ 0 
142 0 _ March 0 0 
>. a No flow April. 0 0 
ae 82 0 ss 0 0 
Je 7 1,586 43 as =~ 750 3,942 
Total :—227,390 acre-feet. _ Total :—93,292 acre-feet. 
; 4 
Os Lachlan River at Cowra. Lachlan River at Forbes. 
= Catchment area, 4,470 square miles. ~ Catchment area, 7,550 square miles. 


Discharge in Cubie Feet per Second. 


Month. 

© Mean. 

July ns 4,842 = 

August .. ‘ 1,866 us 

September . 1,030 285 450 faa 

October 335 33 169 a 

November Le 86 2 29 oe 
: December a2 4,000 2 391 =a 
: = ry “a 10 ) 3 4 iS 
; ebruary : 3 0 . : 
f.  ‘March ».. 1 | o- 1 4 
- April .. 1 0 I : 

May ee re 0 7 : = 
: June ., me 18,210 33 1,524 
5 Total :—571,814 acre-feet, 
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Total - 350.235 acre Sect. 


“BRB”. - 
922-93 continued. 
Lachlan Ru 


Recom> or Gavernes Dusrc 1 
at Condobolin. 


Catchment area, 10,420 square miles. 


Total 234,020 acre-feet. 
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Weir. 


at Lake C 
Caichmeni area, 18,770 square miles. 
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VICTORIA. 


“eal ANNUAL REPORT, RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION—CLAUSE 19, RIVER 


The State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, 
Melbourne, 14th August, 1923 


MURRAY AGREEMENT. 


.- GAUGINGS. 

Ie: _Srr, : ; 

a In response to the request contained in your letter, R.M.C. 990, I have to forward you the enclosed statement 
- showing the gaugings of the River Murray and its tributaries in this State during the year 1922-1923. 

3 2 Yours obediently, 

: (Sd.) M. NALLY, 


The Secretary, 


River Murray Commission, 
Melbourne. 


. STATE RIVERS AND WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION. 


Secretary. 


GAUGINGS oF THE River Murray. and PriIncrpan VicToRIAN TRIBUTARIES DURING THE Year 1922-1923. 


Month. 


July .. 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
| March 
= April .. 
May .. 
wi June... 


| 


a Month. . 


oo July .. 

 » August 

_. September 
October 


River Murray at Jingellic. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Maximum. 


16,000 
6,400 
6,133 
4,274 
3,772 
1,326 
1,125 

575 
310 
232 
3,026 
12,430 


Minimum. 


Mean. 


Total for year, 1,591,312. 


Rwer Murray at Swan Hill. 


Maximum. 


6,268 
6,268 
8,072 
9,060 
6,986 
3,390 
1,180 
635 
126 
78 
1,314 
9,512 


Total for year, 2,408,752. 


Minimum. 


1,715 
5,700 
5,475 
6,942 
3,960 
1,280 
487 
80 

0 

21 

20 
1,314 


Mean. 


3,230. | 
5,981 
6,366 
8,397 
5,664 
1,963 
870 
364 
32 
52 
270 
6,625 


Mitta River at Tallangatta. 


Month. 


July .. 
9 August 
“a September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
wh March 
ae April .. 
oe . May .. 
- June .. ae 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Maximum. 


Total for year, 740,898. 


Minimum. 


515 
2,961 


Discharge for 


Month in 
Acre-feet. 


272,711 
205,964 
226,042 
217,015 
109,069 
53,056 
42,030 
18,799 
12,835 
12,496 
87,574 
333,721 


Discharge for 
Month in 
Acre-feet. 


198,581 
367,755 
378,803 
516,321 
337,047 
120, (06 
53,476 
20,215 
2,000 
3,075 
16,580 
394,193 


Discharge for 


Month in 
Acre-feet. 


88,802 
88,562 
117,044 
125,115 
49,408 
20,531 
16,034 
9,588 
9,134 
8,787 
31,682 
176,211 


Month. 


September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 


Month. 


July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 


Month. 


November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 

Ma, 

vind me, 


River Murray at Tocumwal. 


SO ee See 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Maximum. | Minimum. 
11,449 1,700 
11,747 6,510 

9,997 6,510 
13,462 6,510 
6,864. 2,362 
2,362 172 
1,414 910 
1,002 473 
620 400 
444 280 
3,668 400 
21,439 3,010 


Total for year, 3,255,926. 


River Murray at Mildura. 
Si) (Se RS Rea cs its eRe EINE ck ack noe a Ene RE 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Mean. 


5,390 
8,790 

- 7,719 
9,924 
4,473 
1,301 
1,151 
772 
489 
406 
1,122 
12,292 


« 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


Maximum. |} Minimum. 

7,014. 2,596 
12,575 7,282 
17,646 12,646 
16,508 15,035 
15,560 8,747 
8,348 2,068 
2,068 1,280 
1,280 1,095 
1,582 824 
1,040 780 
842 vhsy4 
12,220 860 


Total for year, 4,398,954. 


Kiewa River at Kiewa. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per 
Maximum. | Minimum. 

1,820 216 
1,100 540 
2,370 540 
2,100 746 
746 261 
250 140 
272 115 
110 80 

80 70 

70 65 

' 798 70 
4,050° 798 


Total for year, 395,923, 


Second. 


a ana WD Ta er ae fe a HSE es ee Ee be eee 


Discharge for 
Month in 
Acre-feet. 


331,430 

540,490 

459,300 

610,191 

266,195 

79,985 

~ 70,778 
42,902 


30,093 _- 


24,135 
68,975 
731,452 


Discharge for 
Month in 
Acre-feet. 


217,559 
680,336 
911,952 
959,353 
707,625 
261,487 
97,523 
66,192 
66,444 
51,300 


47,452 


331,73] 


Discharge for 
Month in 
Acre-feet. 


41,929 
41,103 
53,361 
68,435 
27,332 
11,901 
8,650 
5,048 - 
4,403 
3,967 
21,165 
108,629 


ised 
a? 


GavGINGs oF THE River Murray anv Principat Victortan Triputaries, Erc.—continued. 


Ovens River at Wangaratta. Broken River at Goorambat. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge for Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge for * 
Month. St Month in Mouth, Sean EERE —| ‘Month in = 
| Maximum. | Minimum. | Mean. Acre-feet. Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. Acre-fect. 
pA AME SE OY Oe A Ve ee ae | LS ME sl ne A Ne ee Le Re ; 
July .. 5,600 595 2,236 137,474 July 950 38 153 9,411 
August 2,650 1,078 1,759 108,167 August 325 35 109 6,702. 
September 2,759 1,260 | 1,773 105,483 September 925 66 261 15,532" - 
October 4,690 913 2,036 125,206 October 1,225 75 279 17,187 
November 1,360 338 726 | ~ 43,196 November 188 13 52 3,086 
December 338 164 233 14,328 December 18 ui ll 710 
January 254 93 138 8,467 January 14 6 10 617 
February a 87 9 20 1,122 February .. 6 0 4 131 
March a: 11 0.6 5 313 March ony 0 0 0 0 
April .. a 4. 0 1 61 April fe 1 0 0.6 34. 
May .. 3 1,320 5 273 16,800 May ne 16° 1 8 467 
June *® 8,840 1,690 4,854 288,823 June 1,200 12 426 25,374 
Total for year, 849,440. Total for year, 79,251. 
sa, eo 
€ 
Goulburn River at Murchison. Campaspe River at Rochester Weir. , ae 
i 
Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Dis charg anon | Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge for.) ~ < i‘ 
Month. Month in Month. Month-in ‘20 gee 
. Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. Acre-feet. Maximum. | Minimum. Mean. Acre-tect. ; 
July .. ar 3,730 90 1,724 106,032 July a 170 15 - 39 2,431 
August es 2,380 172 1,247 76,653 August Se 140 15 49 - 3,019 
September 6,700 890 2,997 178,336 September .. 510 18 80 4,768 
October 7,500 TMA 3,186 196,094. October ns 175 8 104 6,387 : 
November 4,280 98 1,498 89,169 November .. 350 5 3 2,276 
December 172 98 106 -6,524 December I 5 5 307 ne ae 
January 106 97 98 6,018 January 6 5 5.4 331 Bs 
February 79 20 51 2,829 February 5 5 5 278 wag 
March 43 43 43 2,644. March 5 5 5 307 st 
April A 43 43 43 2,559 April 5 4. 4.3 259 Pq. o¥ 
May .. oe 2,840 a 43 595 36,611 May 4 3 4 243 ex 
June = 8,350 1,290 5,854 348,367 June ae 2,400 3 396 23,539 - 
Total for year, 1,051,836. Total for year, 44,145. i % 7 


= s 


Mr: 


Loddon River at Laanecoorie. 
at a a eg Stans Cece 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge for ¢ = 
Month. Month in 7 
Maximum. | Minimum. | Mean. Acre-feet. 

9 July .. ae 97 24 31 1,940 a 
August os 54 24 32 1,952 < 
September ed 197 54 62 3,681 
October Fe 460 54 113 6,936 
November % 64. 54 59 " 3,530 
December an 64. 11 39 2,424 , 
January ie 14 6 9 587 
February ny 6 4 5 293 
March e 4. 4 4 246 
April .. is 4 4 4 238 
May .. Se 24 4 9 532 
June .. me 3,270 11 450 26,751 


eS os eS ie es a a AE ba ee ae a na 
Total for year, 49,110. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


- , Commissioner of Public Works’ Office, 
Adelaide, 21st August, 1923. 


ANNUAL REPORT—RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION—CLAUSE 19, RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT. 


Sir, 


With further reference to your letter of 3rd ult., I have the honour to forward herewith Gaugings of the River 
Murray taken at Renmark in South Australia for the twelve months ended 30th June, 1923, for inclusion in the Report 
of the River Murray Commission for the year 1922-1923. . 


xe ; I have the honour to be, ‘ 
en Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Sd.) C. H. DEWHIRST, 
. Secretary. 
The Secretary, ; - 
River Murray Commission, 
Melbourne. 


GAUGINGS. 


Gauge readings have been taken at Renmark in South Australia, and the following statement shows the monthly 
discharge at that place for the twelve months ended 30th June, 1923. . 


- 


Discharge at Renmark. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


: ‘ Discharge for 
Year. Month, SS Se VO 


Maximum. Mioimum., Mean. 

guly S: a nt a 5,067 - 3,622 3,976 244,474 
August ~ - ae 11,744 5,400 9,471 682,336 ; 
September Bie Aes he 17,640 11,744 13,619 810,380 
October a ees se 18,266 14,650 15,855 974,887 
November A Sade a 15,344 10,027 12,963 771,339 
December § .... an oe 10,666 3,500 6,159 378,689 - 
January as aia she 3,378 1,394 2,202 135,416 . 
February a A Bi 1,933 1,355 1,688 93,728 
March .. se Bi a5 1,355 1,078 1,300 * 79,934 
April .. ay Fy ake 1,694 _ 1,183 1,314 - 78,216 
May .. is a whe 1,183 : 1,000 1,067 - 66,193 
June .. ae m4 at “267,800 1,000 3,106 184,826 

Total 4 7 plo baa a ts vy a 4,400,417 


a a Se Re 


(Sd.) JOHN GORE STEWART, 
Engineer-in-Chief. 
~ 16th August,£1923. 


» 


APPENDIX IV. 


COPIES OF STATEMENTS REGARDING DIVERSIONS FROM THE RIVER MURRAY AND ITS 
TRIBUTARIES WITHIN THE THREE CONTRACTING STATES DURING THE YEAR_ 1922-23. 


NEW SOUTH WALES, - ed) ge 


—— 


Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission, 


Sydney, 3rd September, 1923. 
Dear Sir, 


Tam forwarding herewith, by direction, annual statement rega ne diversions on the Murray River and tributaries 
for inclusion in your Commission’s Annual Report. 
Yours faithfully, 


(Sed.) H. BEVAN, Acting Sacreeree 
The Secretary, 
River Murray Commission, 
Melbourne. 


DIVERSIONS DURING 1922-1923 FROM RIVER MURRAY AND TRIBUTARIES. 


In Schedule “ C”’ are given’ the monthly discharges at gauging stations at offtakes from the River Murray and s aS 
tributaries. With regard to these diversions the following notes are made :— ee 


Artificial Diversion—Murrumbidgee Canal at Uara. 
Partly artificial diversions (Improved offtakes)— 


Willandra Creek, Gunningbar Creek, and Yanko Creek at Allen’s. 
The Edward River at Deniliquin includes the partly artificial diversions through the improved ofitakes _ 
of Tuppal and Bullatale Creeks, as well as the natural diversion into the Edward River. The 
latter represents by far the greatest proportion of the above total. Portion of the flow returns 
again to the River Murray, as also that of the Gulpa Creek, which isa natural diversion—unimproved 
offtake. RA 
Willandra Creek takes off from the Lachlan River, which only in high floods runs through to the _ 
Murrumbidgee River. Under ordinary conditions the greater part of the water shown as ciel ro 
down the Willandra Creek would not have reached the Murray River. " 
The same remark applies to the quantity of water shown as diverted down the Gunningbar Creek fron =a 
the Macquarie River, since, in ordinary seasons, very little of the water from the Macquarie River | 
runs through to the Darling River. . = 


(Sed.) H. SHUTE, 
Chief Surveyor and Hydrographer, 
3rd September, 1923. ; Me = 
SCHEDULE “ 0.” ean ae 
ae 
Diversions FROM RIVER a AND TRIBUTARIES DURING 1922-1923. “- 
Willandra Oreek at Road Bridge. Gunningbar Creek at Regulator. 
Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second, 
Month. eS} . Acte-fert. Month. |] Acro -teet. 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean, Maximum. | Minimum, Mean. 
July .. we 19 0 0 38 July .. ie 5,765 O05 560 404. 25,060 
August .. - =e 420 270 356 22,100 August es 443 0 17 1,158 
September «.. 412 198 271 16,278 September on 
October Ay 220 113 148 9,180 October 
November is Regulator closed November 
December _—... | 210 e 72, 4,474. December Ki: 
January a 104 3 208 January ok No flow 
February ae Regulator eye February a 
March .. A 79 | 3,820 March 
April .. - 94 a 35 1,542 April .. 
pe a a, } Regulator closed cae “ie 


Total, 57,640 acre-feet, . ’ Total, 26,218 acre-feet, 


£ 


= 
7 
‘ 


DiveRSIONS FROM RiveR MurRRAY AND TRIBUTARIES DURING 1922-23—continued. 


Edward River 


at Deniliquin. 


Gulpa Oreek at Offtake. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet, per Second. 


Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 


* See remarks above ve Diversions. 


Month. Acre-feet. Month Acre-feet. 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean -, Maximum. | Minimum. Mean 
July 1,740 59 539 23,446 July .. 608 85 381 23,624 
‘August .. 2,500 1,650 1,967 121,940 Augus 638 - 517 581 36,020 
September 2,220 1,500 1,738 103,760 September - 552 486 533 31,964 
‘October 3,130 1,900 2,499 154,960 October 570 501 547 33,932 
November 1,850 508 1,239 74,346 November 517 240 400 24,812 
December 478 22 | 170 10,564 December 220 41 113 7,016 
January 22 Oi)" diay 530 || January 85 5 62 1,926 
February February 18 | OCs 3 158 
March No flow March lV 
April April .. j s o flow 3 
May 22 0 1 44 May .. 330 | 28 42 2,644 
June 6,400 | 22 2,157 | 129,458 June .. 570 272 461 29,682 
Total, 629,048 acre-feet. Total, 191,778 acre-feet. 
Murrumbidgee Main Canal at Uara Wer. Yanko Creek at Allens. 
Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. Discharge in Cubic Feet per Second. 
Month. : Acre-feet. Month Acre-feet. 
Maximum. | Minimum. Mean Maximum. | Minimum. Mean 
July July 1,280 18 369 22,892 
August No flow August Me 2,880 648 1,708 105,882 
September September 1,135 218 469 28,148 
October 687 387 282 17,491 October 674. 74 262 16,272 
November 506 362 407 | 24,467 November 108 3 46 2,770 
December 427 80 279 17,298 December 12 3 8 478 
January 605 326 | 483 30,139 January 11 0 4 246 
February 605 368 469 26,310 February 130 0 10 576 
March 661 427 540 33,588 March 142 0 30 1,876 
April 700 465 626 37,593 April .. No flow 
May 650 18 274 16,999 May .. 82 0 15 892 
June No flow June .. 1,586 43 789 47,358 
Total, 203,885 acre-feet. Total, 227,390 acre-feet. 
Summary or Diversions DuRING 1922-1923 rrom River Murray AND TRIBUTARIES. 
Murray River— Acre feet. 
Tuppal Creek 
: Bullatale Creek cen 
. Gulpa Creek Measured at Deniliquin*’. . : “ 629,048 
Edward River 
Little Merran Creek eke 
Eagle Creek simproved ofitakes. Diversion not known. 
Licensed pumps on main river, estimate approximate .. 10,459 
Licensed pumps on minor tributaries, estimate approximate 4,279 
Curlwaa Irrigation Pumps 5,626 
Barooga Water Trust : 3 . : 1,104: 
Murrumbidgee River— 
Main Canal, Berrembed af 203,885 
Yanko Creek, improved offtak 227,390 
Hay Irrigation Pumps ma 4,033 
Licensed Pumps—estimate approximate » : - TART 
Lachlan River— 
Willandra Creek—improved ofitake* : ; 57,640 
Licensed Pumps—estimate approximate 6,125 
Macquarie River— 
Gunningbar Creek—improved offtake* ce se : bs : : 26,218 
Darling River and Tributaries— 
Licensed pumps—estimate approximate ¥ 12,564 
Country Towns Water Supply Pumps, Murray River a 1,108 
Country Towns Water Supply Pumps, Murray River tributaries . . 5,582 
Pumps used for stock and domestic supply, all rivers, say ‘ . 100 
Total 1,202,358 
Total excluding Deniliquin %, 2 3 es 573,310 


RIVER MURRAY WATERS ACT. 


Return or Diversions By MEANS of LICENSED AND OTHER Pumps FRoM Murray River AND ALL New South WALES 
TRIBUTARIES. 


oe 


Year ended 30th June, 1923. : 


1922. 1923, 


July. | Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar. | April. | May. | June. Total. : 


ff fp ee fl Lf | |  — [  — 


Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. | Ac. Ft. 


a ff | | 


Licensed pumps on Murray River, 
minor tributaries, and effluents -- | 467 | 569 | 1,282 | 1,458 | 2,119 | 1,580 | 1,869 | 1,574 | 1,471 | 1,604 | 684 61 | 14,738 
On Murrumbidgee River, its tributaries 
and effluents, including Yanko and 
Colombo Creeks .. et Be 
On Lachlan River, its tributaries and 
effluents as 56 56 
On Darling River, its tributaries and 
effluents = ie ti 
On all above rivers licensed pumps used 
for domestic and stock water supply 


102 95 | 205 | 478 | 507 | 634 | 1,075 | 1,345 |1,160 | 972 | 536 88 | 7,197 
117 | 216 | 295} 604] 631 | 607] 780 | 778 | 809 | 723 | 456 | 109.) 6,125 
633 | 749 | 760 | 1,194 | 1,169 | 1,177 | 1,303 | 1,270 | 1,219 | 1,384 | 1,191 | 515 | 12,564 


(say 100 ac. ft. p.a.) ~  .. we 8 8 8 8 9 9 9 9 8 8 8 8 100 
Curlwaa Irrigation Area (Murray River) oe 75 | 675 387 800 411 |1,161 |1,160 | 421 421 115 .» | 5,626 
Hay Irrigation (Murrumbidgee River). . ae a 423 | 460 | 474 | 499} 641 | 589 | 546] 311 QOn iter. 4,033 
Barooga Water Trust (Murray River).. a 7 Ae 7 55 147 110 158 220 | 220 180 mS 1,104 
Country Towns Water Supply pumps i 

(Murray River) .. ‘ 69 70 TOviert Oe Llon | ee lloeiee tos est Lon ede 70 70 69 | 1,108 


Country Towns Water Supply pumps 


(tributaries of Murray) 368 | 368 | 369 | 562] 562 | 562 | 562] 562 | 562 | 369] 368 | 368 | 5,582 


Totals .. An .. | 1,762 | 2,157 | 4,087 | 5,273 | 6,441 | 5,741 | 7,625 | 7,560) 6,531 | 6,982 | 3,698 | 1,218 | 58,177 


The above represents diversion by about 790 pumps. 


. (Sgd.) J. E. SLADE, 
Chief Survey Draughtsman. 


* ae 


Ps 


VICTORIA, 


The State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, 
Melbourne, 15th August, 1923. 


ANNUAL REPORT—RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION—CLAUSE 19 (IIL), RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT. — 


DIVERSIONS. 
Str, 


In response to the request contained in your letter, R.M.C. 991, I have to forward you the enclosed Statement - 
regarding the diversions of water in the State of Victoria from the River Murray and its tributaries during the year 
1922-1923. 


Yours obediently, 


(Sd.) - M. NALLY, 
Secretary. 
The Secretary, 
River Murray Commission, 
Melbourne. 


* 


~& & 


rd 


RS Sages 
Pik eer 
iP 


ee 
pte Ae 


approx.| approx.| approx.| approx.|approx. | approx.| approx.| approx.| approx.| approx.| approx.| approxX.| approx. - 
\ 


s 
ts 


bes 


wy 


? é 
ty pely 


STATE RIVERS AND WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION. 


DIVERSIONS FROM THE RIVER MURRAY AND PRINCIPAL VICTORIAN TRIBUTARIES DURING THE 
‘ YEAR 1922-23. : 


Murray River. 


Table No. 1. 
From Headworks at Torrumbarry, Cohuna, Deep Creek, and Koondrook for following districts :— 


Month. eae ss Kerang. Koondrook. Kerang Lakes. Mon as 

July % te ae = Ae Nil : Nil Nil 2,090 2,090 
August = + pee ah ie 1,230 1,680 340 Nil 3,250 
Pe September .. of Bs AS as 10,540 6,210 3,780 2,800 23,330 
(22 October RG ae ie = a 8,630 4,860 3,420 11,140 28,050 
November .. A ~ Bi ate 15,260 7,480 5,940 9,650 38,330 
December .. E oe a an 12,520 3,770 5,040 | Nil 21,330 
January me he - Si e. 18,080 3,660 5,440 : Nil 27,180 
February .. a we vi ox 13,360 2,410 4,800 Nil 20,570 

~ . March ae $e oti ah A 10,420 - 920 2,670 Nil 14,010 

te April Se a ee is Pe 7,240 120 1,800 Nil 9,160 
aos May ie fe ast Hs a 4,310 Nil 2,460 Nil 6,770 
SS June a £ ay Se = Nil Nil : Nil 2,280 2,280 


When Torrumbarry Weir is completed, all these supplies will be from same Headworks, making 
- more precise gauging practicable. 


Table No. 2. 
From Headworks at :— 


Red Cliffs 


Month. tee ey Swan Hill. Nyah. (Carwarp). Mildura. Merbein. 
duly ob = #5 SE ee Nil Nil 340 50 20 Nil 410 
_. August cs = fe * = Nil 1,520 790 430 2,840 410 5,990 
-. September .. Ss ae - We 910 3,060 1,260 5,060 7,450 3,670 21,410 
October ss ae is a oe 1,480 4,340 1,110 5,050 800 540 13,320 
November .. ae ap - Bis ~1,700 4,270 1,320 5,640 8,010 4,650 25,590 
December .. on a ie ate 1,710 3,560 1,440 4,940 5,630 3,370 20,650 
_ January we Bis ie a3 3 1,710 5,600 1,910 6,050 8,310 4,580 28,160 
February .. a Ae sh Sa 1,700 4,070 1,300 3,850 90 1,920 12,930 
March : ee a Ars 1,480 2,050 830 2,030 3,210 1,680 11,280 
April 1,020 2,880 1,800 230 80 690 6,700 
May Nil 1,620 520 Nil 40 Nil 2.180 
June Nil Nil Nil Nil 20 Nil 20 
Table No. 3. 
Private Diversions and Town Supplies (approximation only) :— 
Pe 7 eer 
fess Above Between Between Between Between 
Month. Jingellic Jingellic Tocumwal Swan Hill Mildura 
< Gauging and j an an and 
pe ty Station. Tocumwal. Swan Hill. _ Mildura. -§.A. Border. 
July ee oe ay 5 Ge Nil 50 150 30 ~ Nil 230 
August zk a vf a “i Nil 50 150 eae 30 Nil 230 
September .. at ae he = Nil 50 150 30) Nil ; 230 
October om se ye tae re Nil 350 - 600 : 250 Nil 1,200 
November .. a = nas Pr Nil 350 620 250 Nil 1,220 
December .. ne re sae ad Nil 350 | 650 300° |. Nil 1,300 
January 4s a3 ae Ad a Nil 350 600 ; 275 Nil 1,225 
February .. e mt a a Nil 350 600 275 Nil 1,225 
March wis Ke is ae as NG 350 600 250 Nil 1,200 
April ra on Pa ae. ae Nil 400 700 300 Nil 1,400 
May 35 = Ai Be ne Nil 400 700 300 Nil 1,400 
June o S,. ey “* ca Nil 300 650 270 Nil 1,220 


Total of Diversions from Main Stream ‘ ede ay ue ei ee — ay 357 070 
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PRINCIPAL TRIBUTARIES, 


Table N 


Mitta River, Kiewa River, and Ovens River :-- 


0. 4, 


July ... 
August 
September 
October 
November 
Dece uber 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 

_ June 


Month. 


= =. 


Town Supplies and Private Diversions (approximate only). 


| 

| 

| 

| 

ca rt 
| 

Saal 


Broken River :— 


Table No. 5. 


Month. 


Above Goorambat. 


/Town Supplies and 


Private Diversions 


(approximate only). 


Below 
Goorambat. 


| Below Goorambat. 
| Above Goorambat. 
920 25 
620 25 
1,060 25 
1,220 40 
940 60 
410 80 
120 70 
Nil 65 
Nil 60 
Bil 40 
110 35 
780 30 


Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


At Goulburn Weir. 


Western Channel. 


62,850 
73,520 
59,120 
39,300 
64,910 
33,720 
25,630 
17,500 
18,990 
17,760 

5,530 


4,440 


Town Supplies and Private Diversions 
(approximate only). 


Above Murchison 
Gauging Station. 


110 
110 
110 
150 
160 
195 
185 
160 
160 
150 
150 
140 


Below Murchison 
Gauging Station 
and Murray River 
Junction. 


A 


110 
110 
110 
160 
170 
200 
190 
180 
180 
160 
155 
150 


Coliban System, 


July 2,750 
August ... 1,860 
September 3,180 
October 3,650 
Nove r ber 2,830 
December 1,240 
January 360 
February Nil 
' March ... Nil 
April Nil 
May ... - 330 
_ June 2,340 
Goulburn River :— Table No. 6. 
Month, 
Eastern Channel. 
Uy See A : Nil 
August ... c se Nil 
September : - 6,590 
October os 6,640 
November : 9,790 
December e 9,850 
January { 9,080 
February 6,150 
March ... 7,380 
April ; 3,850 
May : 420 
June oe Nil 
Campaspe River :— Fabre! No" T- 
To Campaspe 
Month; District above 
Rochester Weir. 
Ry Vaart zs 0 5c Nil 
August... ac 3 90 
September oe 1,020 
October A 850 
November “ 590 
December eae 120 
January aoe Nil 
February é ie mee Nil 
March .... se ie rs eH Nil 
April ... e a a se Nil 
May ... 3 A ae oe Nil 
June... Ss eae Nil 


Town Supplies and Private Diversions. 
Above Rochester. | Below Rochester 
Weir. Weir. 

10 15 
10 15 
10 15 
30 30 
40 60 
60 90 
50 £ 

50 80 
50 80 
50 70 
40 €0 
20 45 

Carried forward ... Age 
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Monthly Totals 


in Acre-feet. 


40 
40 
40 
70 
90 
100 
£0 
80 
70 
105 
80 
65 


3,695 
2,505 
4,255 
4,915. 
3,840 
1,770 
580 
95. 

80 

50 
480 
3,150 


63,070 
73,740 
65,930 
46,250 
75,030 
43,965 
35,085 
23,990 
26,710 
21,920 

6,255 

4,730 


625 
1,295 
1,865 
2,260 
3,400 
4,270 
4,340 
3,930 
4,090 
2 130 
1 080 

475 


o--| 542,720 


= = — is 
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PRINCIPAL TRIBUTARIES—continued. 


Table No. 8. 
Loddon River :— 
Town Supplies and Private Diversions. 
Month. Above Below Monthly Totals 
Laanecoorie. Laanecoorie. Above Below in Acre-feet. 
Laanecoorie. Laanecoorie. 
Bought forward ... ae 542,720 
Jl yaar AE tae Te aw re ae Nil Nil Nil 60 60 
August... 5 ae was ee ake Ase Nil 210 Nil 60 270 
September e051) ay means eee eee Nil 2,210 Nil 60 2,270 
October Ss ie ee are nae ae Nil 2,970 Nil 90 3,060 
November i be — ae nee ie Nil 2,820 Nil 110 2,930 
December en ee a ae: is io Nil 1,990 Nil 140 2,130 
January 65 oe sie tee Bi eee Nil 320 Nil 100 420 
February aie tae aa ae ae sae Nil 30 Nil 100 130 
March ... ARE fais wae sa ons ae Nil 820 Nil 100 920 
Apri) ese See ee es Ane aa a Nil Nil Nil 100 100 
May .. ee oe ee ant aa aes Nil Nil Nil 100 100 
Shine seo, act vee bse aS te sae Nil Nil Nil 80 80 
Total of Diversions from Principal Tributaries 439 “0 Hee eee A Ais ces aie 555,190 
SUMMARY. 
Tabl Tabl Tabl Tabl Tabl Tabl Table Table 
Ae No. 1. No. 2. No. 3. | No. 4. No. 5. No. 6. No. 7. No. 8. coe 
July ... nee as Bae 2,090 410 230 40 3,695 63,070 625 60 70,220 
August me Re ae 3,250 5,990 230 40 2,505 73,740 1,295 270 87,320 
September... Ape sets 23,330 21,410 230 40 4,265 65,930 1,865 2,270 119,340 
October ir ak ahs 28,050 13,320 1,200 70 4,915 46,250 2,260 3,060 99,125 
November es Se sao) tens eh0) 25,590 1,220 90 3,840 75,030 3,400 2,930 150,430 
December ane Ape a 21,330 20,650 1,300 100 1,770 43,965 4,270 2,130 95,515 
January ee ere See 27,180 28,160 1,225 80 580 35,085 4,340 420 97,070 
February BG wee Aan 20,570 12,930 1,225 80 95 23,990 3,930 130 62,950 
March ... nae uae ea 14,010 11,2-0 1,200 70 80 26,710 4,090 920 58,360 
Ari ares. aon aie aa 9,160 6,700 1,400 105 50 21,920 2,130 100 41,565 
May ... Hee Ee ae 6,770 2,180 1,400 80 480 6,255 1,080 100 18,345 
June | <e ee sae ioe 2,280 20 1,220 65 3,150 4,730 475 80 12,020 
Grand Total at ae ... 912,260 acre feet. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
Commissioner of Public Works Office, 
Adelaide, 21st August, 1923. 


ANNUAL REPORT—RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION—CLAUSE 19 (IIL), RIVER MURRAY AGREEMENT, 
Sir, 

_ With further reference to your letter of 3rd ultimo, I am directed by the Honorable the Commissioner of 
Public Works to forward herewith Return of Diversions of Water from the River Murray in South Australia for the 
twelve months ended 30th June, 1923, for inclusion in the Report of the Commission for the year 1922-1923, 

I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
The Secretary, (Sd.) C. H. DEWHIRST, 
River Murray Commission, Secretary. 


Melbourne. 


RETURN OF DIVERSIONS OF WATER FROM THE RIVER MURRAY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 301x JUNE, 1923. 


—— 


ey (6) Stock, domestic, and 
Wear Month (a) Irrigation of areas town supplies other than 
: over three acres. to occupiers of land on Total. 
river banks. 


Acre-feet. Acre-feet. / cre-feet. 

1922 ove eee meetily Wiyees ite Rise ant oni Ade 80.4 25.2 105.6 
August an ead ae noe mee 167.4 30.9 198.3 

September... a ise oe Aue 6,223.2 47.7 6,270.9 

Octoter ane mee ace O50 500 9,495.9 63.9 9,569.8 

November... See wee eee aie 12,439.6 72.6 12,512.2 

December ... wae eh a fies 11,812.2 87:0 ©, 11,899,2 

1923 aes ... | January ‘ies Py ec. an is 12,402.2 105.0 13,507.2 
Februar aie ue a ae ae 10,547.5 94.0 10,641.5 

March ... Be ae ee ms MA 6,591.5 80.0 6,671.5 

ATi leases 500 Bet 590 500 mae 4,466.0 46.4 4,512.4 

May) «. 306 bar ae 509 Ha 472.0 41.5 513.5 

June ... oa iit “oe sis aa 81.4 22.0 103.4 

Total one Bes ee 75,779.3 > “T16;2 76,495.5 


(Sd.) JOHN GORE STEWART, _— 
16th August, 1923. Engineer-in-Chief, 
Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1924, Miles 
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METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND 
SEWERAGE. 


(THTIRTY-FIFTH REPORT—FROM Isr JULY, 


1922, TO 307m JUNE, 1923.) 


To the Secretary for Public Works and 
Minister for Railways and State Industrial Enterprises. 
Sydney, 3ist August, 1923. 
Tue Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage has the pee to submit to youits Thirty fifth 
Report, covering the period from Ist July, 1922, to 30th June, 192: 


WATER SUPPLY. 


1. The consumption of water per head of estimated population supplied was 47-26 gallons per day, 
as against the previous year’s average of 44-4. gallons. 

The total consumption averaged 56,595,395. gallons per day, and the estimated population served 
was 1,197,640. 

The maximum withdrawal occurred on 25th February, on which day 75,000,000 gallons were used, 
and a minimum of 32,000,000 gallons on 24th July. 

2. There has been a marked increase in the number of new buildings erected during the year, as 
evidenced by the following comparative records :— 


New buildings Cost. 
erected, 

Year ended June, 1914 ... an 9,928 6,929,994 . 
- 1915 8,838 5,724,018 
Fa A Ges eod't 5,152,920 
ss odie. a2 hic ae Ase hd BSS 5,916 4 014,527 
rf FOLes Ape a ae la os 5,042 3,485 60 « 
* HG) Se Re ay bets oe an hit ppeasn 4,231,503 
Se 1920 i. ee ae ny ch bes" 7817 6,566,260 
z) OY, eo TS Tae, ener oa 9,708 9,602,946 
~ LO 22a ae oat Nie ae ed 7,996 9,545,878 

1923 10,352 10,670,032 


The cost of ‘building i is a striking ES? as See the fact that; in 19] 4, che average cost was £698 
per building, whereas in 1923 it amounted to £1 030. 

The districts showing most activity in building operations during the 
follows :— 


past twelve months are as 


Buildings. Cost. Buildings Cost. 

£ £ 
Canterbury... ye le OE 615,912 | Waverley 4 14 ADT 539,573 
Randwick ae 712 158,593 | Concord a 394 288,913 
Willoughby 560 20,7040" 10° Leno Covert: c., 388 315,777 


In the city, 179 buildings were constructed at a cost of £1,624,486. 

In addition to providing water to the above premises, 6,585 additional propertics became ratable 
by the extensions of watermains. 

3. The total number of houses at present supplied with water by the Board is 239,528, and the total 
number of properties, including blocks of vacant land, for which the service is available is 301,046. 

4. Watermains, of sizes varying from 4 inches to 30 inches in diameter, laid during the year measured 
i127 miles, as against 117-8 miles in the preceding year, making the total length now controlled by the Board, 
in size from 3 inches to 72 inches in diameter, 3,100 miles. 

5. 111 miles of mains were cleaned out during the year, greatly improving the flow, and mains were 
lowered in various suburbs to conform to the alterations in street levels to the extent of 22 miles. 

6. The following table shows the rainfall records at the various observation stations during the year, 
and for the purpose of comparison the previous eleven years’ rain gauges are shown. 

The rainfall was only 3-8 per cent. less than the annual average for past years, but the incidence of 
it was not satisfactory. 


| lv | | | | ~,% 
Station, 1911-12. 1912-13, 1918-14.1014-15.11918-16. Wenner 1918-19,|1919-20.|1920-21. 1921-22,|1622-23. zeny +e 
| | | re 
inches. inches, |inches |jinches |inches. inches. inches. inches, inches. |inches.|inches. inches, |inches, | 
Cataract— | 
Sherbrooke .........| 47°23 | 86-94 | 44:30 | 70-43 | 30-40 | 82-06 | 66-23 | 65-44 |41:74 | 86°78 | 53:13 | 56:60 | 59*12 | 31 
Madden’s Plains ...| 46-21 | 84-14 | 40-71 | 73-56 | 36-88 | 67°19 | 67°19 | 73°74 |46°19 | 84:03 | 52°50 | 52-30 | 58-49 | 16 
Letter Box.........,..| 49°48 | 86°53 | 38-43 | 65-06 | 32°85 | €6:92 | 65-02 | 53°55 | 44:00*| 77°68 | 47°65 | 56-37 | 48°54 | 15 
Cataract ............| 39°29 | 57-68 | 31-39 | 42-20 | 20°68 | 45°69 | 35-35 | 41-43 | 26°76 | 44°62 | 33°78 | 36-52 | 24°75 | 19} 
Broughton’ s Pass.. 34:49 | 51-25 | 30-11 | 41-75 | 18°45 | 42°82 | 33-18 | 33-14 | 22-33 | 38°30 | 27°67 | 28-88 | 34:09 | 354 
Mount Pleasant ...| 53-91 | 89-73 | 51-40 | 79-98 | 38°10 | 87°52 | 79:56 | 72°30 |43°53 | 96°13 | 61°97 | 65-24 | 60°55 | 164 
Nepean — | | | 
De laa Gheebetestes 46-59 | 80-96 | 42-00 | 73-58 | 32-19 | 82-98 | (0-70 | 67-90 | 41-23 | 85-01 | 56°54 | 65-32 | 61-22 | 52 
+ Gauge Weir| 44:47 | 72-69 | 32-61 | 44-82 | 21°19 | 57-04 | 42°50 | 42°" 8 | 26-00 | 52°69 | 37°92 | 40-65 | 42°13 | 14 
Goondarrian Creek...) 50-21 | 84-47 | 44-70 | 64:71 | 28°35 | 76:58 | 57-00 | 58°95 |35°89 | 76°51 | 49-21 | ...f | 54°65 | 15 
Robertscn.............| 50-55 | 90-39 | 47-06 | 75-6C | 39°82 | 84°21 | 59-40 | 52-93 | 36:14 | 69:05 | 44:43 57°08 | 59:40 | 33% 
Mittagong ............| 34:40 | 48-04 | 27-78 | 42:64 | 21°76 | 46°68 | 34-02 | 28-73 | 26°77 | 41:14 | 33°60 32°56 | 34°50 | 374 
Bargo West ......... 33°30 | 40-95 | 25-81 | 38-26 | 21°48 | 44°56 | 38°71 | 31°96 |33°71 | 48°72 | 33°37 | 30-35 | 31°63) 214 
VV LOM iret ce os case sant 24:58 | 45-69 | 25-66 | 36-13 | 16°27 | 39°46 | 34°55 | 32:21 | 21°40 | 35°20 | 24:32 | 25-40 | 28°21 | 273 
Woronora- — | | 
Madden’s Creek.....| 48-89 | 96-58 | 45-70 | 72-99 | 35°57 | 80-09 | 65-22 | 75°41 | 45°88 | 96°94 | CO-21 | 65-89 | 56°24 | 164 
peated Forest ......| 44:46 | 78-46 | 37-87 | 53-76 | 26°73 | 59:92 | 44:04 | 57°13 |30°58 | 58°81 | 41°15 ‘ 42-18 | 41°76 | 16§ 
ised atitncsesne 36°16 | 58-72 | 32:85 | 41-97 | 22-28 | 44-06 | 35-99 | 46°00 | 29°57 | 45°55 | 34°79 | 23:98 | 31°85 | 164 
Waterfall a vedet notes 40-40 | 86-55 | 46-10 | 69-72 | 28-90 | 62°22 | 42°35 | 56°15 |33-99 | 59°32 | 40:10 | 42-45 | 50:21 | 16 
| 


+ Now abandoned. 


* Estimate only; gvig? destroyed, 
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7. All lands alienated and occupied as farms, &c., within the Catchment Area, 347 square miles, have 
been regularly inspected by the Board’s two rangers, and a careful watch is maintained, so that the purity 
of the water is not menaced. 

8. The number of persons resident on the Catchment Area is 2,239, and there are 4,116 cattle and 
2,636 horses and other domestic animals. The number is larger than usual because of the settlements at 
the new dams which are under construction on the Cordeaux and Avon Rivers. 

A number of mining companies are engaged in winning coal which exists at considerable depth under 
the Water Supply Catchment Area; the mouth of each mine, however, is outside the gathering ground. 
The Board is concerned with the possibility of leakage. Three ventilating shafts existed in the area, 
and permits have been issued by the Mines Department, subject to conditions stipulated by the Board, 
in three other cases. 

A proposal to construct a railway between Port Kembla and Moss Vale has been under consideration 
and the most recent survey shows the line as traversing the Catchment Area over a considerable distance. 
The Board will oppose this encroachment as prejudicial to the purity of the water, when the proposed work 
is recelving the consideration of the Parliamentary Standing Committee. 

Parliament passed an Amending Act; which provided for the re-proclamation of the Water Supply 
Catchment Area. The original proclamation in 1880 defined the boundaries very incorrectly, but the area 
is now being correctly defined. The Board will be in a position to exercise supervision over the whole 
area, whereas it could only act in regard to Crown lands before. } 

9. Cataract Reservoir was full at the beginning of November, but a het, dry summer followed, and 
water was drawn continuously from November till April, to replenish Prospect Reservoir, and maintain 
the city supply. The impounded water was thus reduced from 20,743,000,000 gallons to 11,005,000,000. 
The estimated loss by evaporation was 1,078,000,000 gallons. . 

10. The workmen’s cottages, and all roads, bridges, and culverts are in good order. The telephone 
lines have been kept clear and fire-breaks maintained. 

11. The maintenance of the 40 miles of Upper Canal in good working order involves considerable 
expenditure every year, and the renewal of fencing attacked by white ant or dry rot, together with the 
painting of aqueducts, &c., have all had regular attention. All gate-posts when re-erected are constructed 
of concrete. 

12. The Compensation Weirs across the Nepean, which hold the water at a satisfactory level for the 
owners enjoying riparian rights along the lower reaches of the river, have been maintained in good order. 

13. Prospect Reservoir outflow for city consumption totalled 19,774,000,000 gallons, which is again 
a marked increase, the previous year’s quantity having been 1,353,000,000 less. 

The flow of the Upper Nepean River, on which this reservoir primarily depends, was remarkably 
small throughout the summer, and the evaporation is estimated to have been 1,276,000,000 gallons. 

14, The upkeep of Prospect Reservoir, plantations, gardens, and workmen’s cottages, has received 
regular attention. 

The thinning out of the heavy scrub which surrounds the Reservoir has proceeded at the hands 
of the contractor, and the Board has replanted about 1,600 trees, which promise to be of commercial value. 

Advantage was taken of the low water to further proceed with the levelling of the pitchers on the 
inner slope, and the packing cf same with concrete. 

15. Continuous days of hot weather in November overtaxed the distributing system, and the Board 
prohibited the use of automatic sprinklers, and this embargo had not been raised at 30th June, when the 
year closed. 

As no rain of consequence fell to relieve the situation, and the storage was being rapidly depleted, 
in March the use of hoses for garden and vehicle washing was also forbidden. 

The New Cordeaux Dam is making progress towards completion, but until it is capable of holding 
a substantial quantity of water to act as a standby, a certain amount of anxiety will be felt, 

16. Parliament authorised the construction of a number of important works to amplify the 
distributing system, the chief of which is a pressure tunnel, 10 miles in length, capable of delivering 
100,000,000 gallons per day tothe City. Plans have been completed for this; sites for seventeen working 
shafts acquired; machinery, winding gear, and power arranged for; contracts are being let, and the work 
is to proceed as rapidly as possible. 

A contract was let for a second reservoir close to the existing one at Centennial Park, which is so 
overtaxed; others are in hand. 


17. The usual work of screening water through fine copper mesh wire before it proceeds to the City, 
has been carried out without interruption day and night during the year at Pipe-head Basin, Guildford, 
which is about 5 miles below Prospect Reservoir. 


18. The Lower Canal, which terminates at the screening station, was emptied and vigorously 
brushed to remove the vegetable growths and silt with which the sides and bottom respectively were 
covered. This operation had a very beneficial effect on the quality of the water. 


19. The water is conveyed from Pipe-head Basin to Potts’ Hill Reservoir by means of two mains 
72 inches in diameter, and the No. | line has been strengthened by an additional number of enveloping 
steel collars, and a number of the concrete bearers renewed. 

Preliminary work in connection with a third line of similar diameter is in hand, and a contract for 
portion let to the Walsh Island Government Works. This will be electrically-welded steel pipe. 

20. The original Potts’ Hill Reservoir, which covers 25 acres and holds 96,000,000 gallons of water 
close to the City, has had little attention in the way of repairs beyond keeping the valves and gear in 
good order, 

The new Potts’ Hill Reservoir nearby, known as No. 2, is nearing completion, and arrangements 
have been made for its being placed in commission. This will hold 150,000,000 gallons and cover an area 
of 52 acres, with a depth of 12 ft. 6 in. of water. 

The 


Ya 


The year’s expenditure on this new work has been £50,521, making the total to date, £497,180, 
including plant. The total excavation has amounted to 1,723, 498 cubic yards, and the total quantity 
of concrete used in the walls and flooring is 129,820 cubic yards. 

Connecting links between the two trunk mains (72-inch) have been fitted in readiness to serve 
when the reservoir is completed. 

This large work, carried out by the Board under day labour, instead of by contract, as originally 
proposed, shows a very substantial saving in cost. 


21. The powerful pumping machinery at Ryde Station, on which the whole of the North Sydney 
suburbs are dependent, has functioned well. 

The two mains which carry the water from “‘ Pipe Head,” at Guildford, to Ryde, are of 32-inch 
and 36-inch diameter respectively, and the total measured volume delivered was 4,596,000,000 gallons for 
the year. This is a notable increase in requirements, and amounts to 23-4 per cent. more than the previous 
year. 


. Several important trunk and arterial mains have been completed during the year, and others 
are 8 pbopiete: these are to meet heavier demands in rapidly developing districts. 
The 36-inch main from Potts’ Hill, through the Western Suburbs to Leichhardt, was placed under 
boosted conditions, and coupled up with the Cantenuial Park Reservoir system, w hich it considerably 
relieved. 
A small booster plant was installed to maintain a better pressure in the elevated portion of Randwick, 
about Sully-street. 


23. In order that the Railway Commissioners might widen the Redfern Tunnel for the City Railway, 
the Board undertook the work of extending its tunnel under the railway tracks, which accommodates 
two large trunk mains. 


24, During the winter months, when the withdrawal of water was at a minimum, advantage was 
taken of the opportunity to clean out, sand-blast, and repaint a number of the district service reservoirs. 


25. Plumbers’ permits, to carry out work to the number of 36,779, were issued, including 16,320 
for tapping the mains to connect private services. In the South Coast districts 670 permits were issued, 
including 301 new main drillings. 

Waste-water Inspectors have been regularly engaged in making house-to-house inspections to 
prevent waste. 

Deacon waste-water detectors have been installed in several sections of the City, and have proved 
excellent means of discovering underground leaks and other waste. 


26. At the Crown-street Depot 177,523 taps, the majority of which were manufactured in Australia, 
and other water fittings were approved and stamped; a number showing defects having been rejected. 
In a similar way 16,278 closet-pans and 33,674 cisterns were tested prior to approval. 


27. The total number of water meters in operation at 30th June, 1923, was 75,391, being an increase 
for the year of 4,526. Of these 74,247 are the property of the Board, hired under agreement by consumers, 
and 1,144 are privately owned. 


28. The pumping plants at Crown-street, Ryde, Carlton, Manly, Chatswood, and Potts’ Hill, have 
been maintained in good order and condition. 

After 32 years life, the four Babcock and Wilcox boilers were removed from Crown-street Station, 
and two of the same class substituted. 

The volume of water pumped from the Prospect Reservoir Supply was 13,414,000,000 gallons, 
representing 65 per cent. of the consumption from this source, and compares with 11,60(),000,000 gallons 
pumped in the previous year. 


29. The quantity of coal consumed in pumping was 36,932 tons, the cost of pumping being £112,802. 
In addition, a boosting plant operates at Potts’ Hill, where 6,209 tons of coal were used. 


30. There are now thirty-seven service reservoirs and tanks in commission below, Prospect, five 
above Prospect, and fourteen in connection with the South Coast Towns supply, all of which have been 
maintained in good working order. 


31. The water supply systems of Camden, Campbelltown, Liverpool, Smithfield and Fairfield, 
Ingleburn, Macquarie Fields, and Glenfield, which are all schemes branching from the open canal, are 
working satisfactorily. 


32. The supply to Manly and the district north as far as Narrabeen Lake, was provided via the two 
submarine mains to: the extent of 43 per cent., and from the local storage reservoir by pumping, 57 per 
cent. 

Arrangements will be made to work additional shiits and draw more largely from the local storage 
now that the dam has been raised to hold 428,000,000 galloas, compared with 90,000,090 gallons formerly. 


33. The Wollongong District is fed from two reservoirs, provided on the Upper Cordeaux River, 
and the service pipes therefrom supply an area from Stanwell Park on the north to Port Kembla 
and Dapto on the south. Hach intervening township is provided with a separate reservoir, which maintains 
a uniform pressure for those supplied. 

A population of 27,585 is now served. 

A filtration plant, capable of dealing with 1,000,000 gallons per day, has been installed, so that 
the purity of the water from this source is further ensured. 

The Beard has let a contract for the erection of its own branch offices at Wollongong, which have been 
wanted for some time. 4 


34. 
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34. Richmond is supplied with water pumped from the Hawkesbury River, and considerable trouble 
is being experienced by the deposits of sand accumulating in the vicinity of the ofitake. The water is 
filtered before passing into the reticulation system. This scheme is in no way connected with the Metro- 
politan one, but is a financial drag upon it. The Accountant’s statement shows the revenue would require 
to be doubled to make it self- supporting. While the Board is limited to a maximum rate of Is. in the £ 
financial conditions cannot be improved. Representations have, therefore, been made for Legislative 
authority to impose a higher rate. 

35. Branch offices for the transaction of the Board’s business are established at Wollongonee 
Parramatta, and Manly, and prove a convenience to local residents, 

36. The water in the old Botany dams, formerly the source of the City supply, is now used for wool- 
scouring by a number of lessees, and during the dry summer the water got very low, and the industries 
had to reduce operations. 

37. Fcllowing the usual practice, regular analyses have been made by the Medical Officer of samples 
of water drawn from all parts of the system, and the results will be found in his statements. The quality 
of the water has maintained its usual high standard, and complaints have been comparatively rare. 


38. By the courtesy of Mr. J. H. Maiden, the Board’s annual requirements of young trees and 
ornamental shrubs have been met from the Botanic Gardens, and their use ereatly improves the 
environments of the Board’s works. 

39. The Contractors for cast-iron pipes delivered during the year 16,448 tons, in value £275,329, 
and 16,627 special castings, in value £25,480, 


SEWERAGE. 

40, Sewers to the extent of 46 miles were laid during the year, as against 30 miles in the previous 
year. The total length under the jurisdiction of the Board is now 1,273 miles. 

41, The Board now controls 65 miles of stormwater channels in the metropolitan area, and, beyond 
the maintenance of same, no additional lengths were constructed during the year. 

The Board is empowered to charge a stormwater drainage rate to provide interest on cost and working 
expenses. ‘This is in addition to the sewerage rates. 

Under new by-laws, a distinct rate in respect of each drain will make it self- -supporting; this is in 
lieu of a uniform drainage rate. 

The Board receives requests urging more of these channels to be constructed, but always raises 

objection, seeing they are purely municipal responsibilities, and in no way adjuncts to the sewerage system. 


42. 4,480 additional houses were connected to the sewers. The total number of houses now provided 
with sewerage facilities is 159,390, and the estimated population served 796,950. 

43. Separate sewerage contract works to the number of 337 were completed during the year, and 
37 works were carried out by day labour directly under the Board’s staff. 

Ten low-level schemes are in progress, viz. :—Mascot-Waterloo; two at Vaucluse; three at Rose - 
Bay; Botanical Gardens; Darling Harbour (old gas-works site) ; Drummoyne, and Neilsen Park. 

Several of these in water-charged ground have proved difficult engineering problems. 

Large areas were provided with new sewers in a namber of the suburbs, and £268,000 altogether 
Was spent. 

is Rock excavating machinery has been used wherever possible, with satisfactory results. 

. The main outfall sewers have been maintained in good order, including the Long Bay sewer, 
to whieh ‘wool-scourers on the Botany Water Reserve are providing a very large volume of trade effluent 
water, which provides the necessary scour to make it self-cleansing. 

46. The quantity of silt removed from the gravitation sewers was 38,063 cubic yards, and from 
stormwater ducts, 16,627 cubic yards. 


47. The low-level pumping stations number forty-two, of which thirty-five are supplied with clectrie 
energy from the Government Tramway Department, and seven from the City Council. 


48. The quantity of sewage pumped was 38,792,000,000 gallons. 


49. The pumping plant at Marrickville Ble Station isin efficient working condition. The quantity 
of sewage pumped was 683,009,000 gallons,,and stormwater 28,200,000, as “against 690,000,000 and 
39,800, 000 e gallons, respectively, for the previous year. The coal consumed was 562 tons, as compared with 
572 tons. 


50. The sewage farm at Arncliffe is now in disuse since the sees Bay Ocesn Outfall carries to sea 
the sewage which was formerly dealt with there. 


The Board has subdivided the farm land, and offers the lots as suitable areas for market gardens? 


while other portions of it are used for agistment purposes. The revenue from both sources for the year 
was £398. 


51. At the North § Sydney Outfall Works (Folly Point) the six tanks reread for the treatment ‘SE the 
sewage by the activated sludge process, in lieu of septic tanks, are all now in operation; 724,547,900 gallons 
of sewage were treated in this plant. 


Two motors, each of 200 horse-power, operate the compressors, which force the air from the tank 
bottoms to agitate the sludge and raw sew: age. 


52. The Chatswood Outfall Works and septic tanks have been kept in good order, and now serve 
© population of 14,545. ‘New percolating filter beds were put into commission, ® 


53. 
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53. At Balmoral Outfall and the Hornsby Sewerage Works, where the treatment is similar, results 
have been satisfactory. The populations served are 4,365 and 1,680 respectively. 

51. The Parramatta Sewage Treatment Works, having proved too small for the quantity to be dealt 
with, have been considerably added to, and the new biological tanks and filters were completed, and will 
shortly be put into commission. 

The work of washing the whole of the filtering media is being continued, and will be completed during 
the ensuing year. 

55. Purification results from each of the septic tank stations, as shown by the analyses of samples 
of sewage effluents regularly taken by the Medical Officer, have been satisfactory. 

56. House drainage diagrams, specifying lines for connecting with the sewers to the number of 
5,838, were prepared for householders. 

57. Licenses were issued to 664 plumbers and 3C0 drainers, as qualified to carry cut water and 
drainage works during the year. 

58. 187 houses were connected to the sewers under the system of deferred payments. Where owners 
are not in a position to pay outright, the Board encourages them to obtain competitive prices for the work, 
so that the connections may be made at a minimum of cost. 

59. New ventilating shafts to the number of 112 were erected of 6,9, and 12 inches diameter; total 
number now 12,125, of which sixty-nin2 are concrete. 

The trouble attending the accommodation of the abattoir wastes in the Board’s sewers is not yet 
overcome, and ventilating shafts must be kept sealed ;. but experiments continue to be made with a view 
to remedying it. 

60. Cement tests were made during the vear, and also those relating to stoneware pipes and coal. 


FINANCIAL. 
WATER SUPPLY. 


61. The following table shows the working of the Water Branch :— 


re Capital Cost, | : | 
Year. Revenue. ieee Interest Interest. | eek | Surplus. Deficit. 
£ £ £ £ x £ £ 

ISSSo).53 eee | 125,486 19,205 2,183,004 60,519 79,725 ADT OOU. a. sa aran 
1389s. 3; see ...| 138,923 36,568 | 2,347,719 97,475 134,043 £880 aie ieet tes. 
i ee ave -».| 145,990 34,788 2,482,735 | 101,647 136,435 DO, Doe Oia sec ie 
S98}. 4. ay oetG5.S3lhn| 38,256 2,761,826 | 100,706 138,962 RO SOC Ginette. 5 
I Geri p see Sac ...| 155,886 45,078 3,179,475 | 116,293 POT Og) We ace 5,485 
1893)... i ...| 157,426 | 36,405 3,211,630 | 121,436 TV e4 le WaleecSc.-s 414 
1894 ... Ry peed Ges )) ° 38,158 3,249,147 | 127,533 165.691 te tos. een: 4,524 
1895 (six months) ...| 85,364 19,134 3,265,425 63,781 82,915 pe REA a ee aN 
1895-6 ser ...| 174,357 | 36,268 3,345,036 | 128,789 165,057 FSO My Wace scant 
1896-7 <a ...| 175,984 | 39,589 3,436,279 | 127,611 167,200 SATO ie tetas sod 
1897-8 oe ...| 178,881 | 43,988 3,519,288 | 127,126 171,114 PRL O Oe MR bots Se 
1898-9 ere ...| 194,332 | 46,016 3,661,530 | 130,607 176,623 EY (Oc ai ean 
1899-1900... el 9p, O16 45,905 3,797,820 | 132,190 178,095 ER ay A badd eens, A 
1900-1 ae ...| 203,348 48,137 3,873,913 | 131,892 180,029 7a es tog te eae 
1901-2 5a ...| 223,201 56,227 3,998,531 | 135,305 191,532 BEGGS: Wile ees a 
1902-3 oad ...| 220,745 70,008 4,077,365 | 134,740 204,748 155996): bee a og 
1903-4 Se ...| 222,827 57,800 4,289,012 | 144,927 202,727 ZOD SR Mame cs 
1904-5 Roc ...| 251,503 66,015 4,434,991 | 153,304 219,319 SAL Od Pll” suse tenes 
1905-6 ony. ...| 270,263 64,487 4,674,341 | 164,216 228,703 AU DOOM ie ease 
1906-7 he ...| 275,591 67,593 4,902,463 | 176,170 243,763 DE LOd UN hear ae eemarcn 
1907-8 na ...| 283,410 75,016 5,009,012 | 183,033 258,049 Zi SOU MINE komen us 
1908-9 0 s| 267,519 80,281 5,146,303 | 185,590 265,872 TR GAO. GM tac ctente 
1909-10 Se ...| 284,943 93,027 5,286,917 | 184,485 277,513 TAZ Voce cone 
1910-11 ed ...| 299,442 99,355 5,420,813 | 192,486 291,841 GOO R We ne aeons 
1911-12 on. ...| 329,605 112,958 5,606,268 | 198,442 311,401 LOO Gre “sees 
1912-13 som z.| SOLIS? | 126,795 5,907,125 | 200,918 327,713 Gok bows pe ae Oar ek oe 
1913-14 Rr ...| 410,823 | 145,948 6,257,976 | 223,144 369,092 BE OUMME ats once re 
1914-15 on ...| 441,966 159,687 6,644,289 | 235,949 395,636 EAS eR PAL ag oi es Raa 
1915-16 Ser ...| 470,744 165,210 . 7,192,472 | 261,334 426,544 CANE a ages ata 
1916-17 eae ...| 479,290 182,087. 7,979,124 | 314,659 £96,140 G ee Ancconss 17,457 
1917-18 BAL ps Oaai0 19 195,448 8,742,700 | 343,716 539,164 aoe 15,185 
1918-19 ae ...| 627,288 219,322 8,990,391 | 377,885 597,208 LO Gone he ected. 
1919-20 ork ...| 664,975 291,618 9,584,723 | 433,170 RoE OOR heey <a> 59,813 
)920-21 bte ...| 855,751 347,298 10,323,252 | 473,889 821,188 OL,FOD PEs we dvcess 
1921-22 —e! Se) RED fohe: 376,203 11,130,857 | 5433164 919,367 4S BL Rew 
1922-23 vee .«.| 992,702 | 363,102 12,019,600 | 597,351 $60,453 Serpe ee aah setae sas 


Renewals are charged to Surplus Revenue Account through Public Works Fund, 
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62. The working expenses show a decrease of £13,101 with the previous year, this being due to 
main-cleaning operations being suspended, and reductions by reason of wages award variations. 


63. The Water Revenue was £992,702, and the working expenses £363,102, or 36-58 per cent. of the 
gross revenue, leaving a net revenue of £629,600, or a return of 5°44 per cent. upon the capital cost. 


64. The amount required to meet interest charges on the capital cost is £597,351. This, together 
with the working expenses, £363,102, makes the total water costs £960,453, ‘whilst the revenue amounted 
to £992,702. There is, therefore, a credit balance of £32,249 on the year’s water operations. 


SEWERAGE. | 


65. The following table shows the working of the Sewerage Branch :— 


Es Capital Cost, nets 
Year. Revenue. eee. Interest Interest. enone es, | Surplus. Deficit. 
£ £ £ z 3 £ £ 
1890 81,800 22,249 1,149,872 52,320 74,570 3229 6 tena 
1891 81,302 | 25,109 1,323,236 50,009 75,119 6,180 o) -“agrgecees 
1892 87,927 26,928 1,486,542 55,810 82,737 5,189 aeons 
1893 93,661 26,356 1,592,371 60,680 87,036 6,624 | ives 
1894 ... oe 93,134 26,937 1,717,588 67,531 DS;468* ( Velscok 1,333 
1895 (six months) 43,110 13,692 1,805,832 34,679 48 BIO Elis sheets 5,260 
1895-6 85,486 29,076 1,876,687 71,471 100,546) seme pens 15,062 
1896-7 87,652 28,448 1,943,049 71,657 LOO 105 i Pace aes 12,452 
1897-8 89,688 29,332 2,111,234 75,810 105,143 “| fataeneen 15,454 
1898-9 103,955 31,295 | 2,581,514 93,507 124,601 ee ea 20,646 
1899-1900 116,816 36,540 2,900,140 | 102,159 TS82700 Wee Bee. as 21,883 
1900-1 125,290 44,257 3,110,633 | 107,047 LBL DUS ti) Eeewanes 26,014 
1901-2 135,441 44,746 3,269,444 | 111,029 155, Clb. Vee eee 20,333 
1902-3 145,666 45,609 3,409,176 | 113,116 THS 788 =), Race 13,059 
1903-4 156,274 43,319 3,824,530 | 129,653 LiAate yh, eee 16,698 
1904-5 213,937 54,313 3,774,264 | 130,518 184,832 29,105" | oeeeeeee 
1905-6 220,629 55,368 3,828,495 | 134,527 189,895 S0;733-< 1 Goatees 
1906-7 217,864 62,141 3,922,514 | 140,980 203,121 Y4;742 4 SRS ‘ 
1907-8 216,258 64,020 4,053,591 | 148,141 212,162 4,096 -|- aaa 
1908-9 214,212 68,575 4,225,239 | 151,316 DIGS Eh" 5 Pixaeeeun 5,679 
1909-10 223,131 70,851 4,351,381 | 151,943 222,794 330" | Sceeaeeee 
1910-11 234,208 79,636 4,496,290 | 159,070 Boos TO © Pac str aenae 4,498 
1911-12 250,826 82,246 | 4,769,449 | 166,771 249,017 1,808 | | agers 
1912-138 268,292 91,094 | 5,083,263 | 171,957 263,051 5,241 | ees 
1913-14 297,840 104,543 5,448,968 | 193,389 29 gee Wee Sean 92 
1914-15 344,489 111,809 5,775,094 | 205,927 317,787 26,1D2 -}- seca 
1915-16 363,799 120,245 6,114,072 | 224,550 344,794 19,004 -| cco 
1916-17 388,020 138,417 6,722,313 | 269,723 FOSM SEY ON eer ices 20,120 
1917-18 429,669 147,444 6,870,927 | 283,661 B1etio. RRR capes 1,456 
1918-19 497,406 151,951 6,963,573 | 291,345 443,296 54,108": «| See 
1919-20 512,621 202,360 | 7,124,813 | 328,239 BOUIN cee eee 17,978 
1920-21 615,615 229,441 | 7,329,632 | 341,674 571,116 £4,498 «> ee 
1921-22 683,434 244,916 7,553,906 | 373,671 618,587 64,846 «| “saan 
1922-23 661,964 | 231,672 7,857,504 | 395,152 626,824 55,140 |} oie 
} 


Renewals are charged to Surplus Reyenue Account through Public Works Fund. 


66. There is a decrease of £13,244 in the working expenses, due to reductions by reason of wages 


award variations. 


67. The sewerage revenue was £661,964, and the working expenses £231,672, or 35 
the gross revenue, leaving a net revenue of £430,292, or a return of 5-62 per cent. upon the capital cost. 


per cent. on 


_ 68. The charges for interest on capital amounted to £395,152, and the working expenses £231,672, 
making the total sewerage expenses £626,824, whereas the revenue was £661,964. There is, therefore, 
a credit balance of £35,140 on the year’s sewerage operations. 


WATER 
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WATER AND SEWERAGE, 
69. The following table shows the working of the two branches taken together :— 


| 


Average Rate 
of Interest 


Capital Cost, 


Working Total 


Year, | Revenue. KE aa Tnterest- Interest. | charged by | ,-“. |. | Surplus. | Deficit. 
| xpenses. bearing. Sigtc Expenses. | 
Government. | 
| | 
£ £ £ £ & £ £ £ 
1888 ... 125,486 19,205 2,183,004 60,519 | 4-122 FS. Potul AB TOW. lew victte 
TSCGy oc, 138,923 36,568 2,347,719 97,475 4-122 134,043 a: ee 
1300... 227,790 57,037 3,632,607 153,968 4-064 211,005 fF 16.454 | os... 
40)... 247,133 63,365 4,085,061 150,717 3°606 214,081 | 33,052 | ...... 
4802 ..; 243,813 72,006 4,666,017 172,102 3623 244,109 | ...... 296 
1893 ... 251,087 62,761 4,804,001 182,117 375 244,878 G.209 by sana. 
1894 254,301 65,095 4,966,735 195,065 3898 ZOU EDEL nen. 5,858 
1895(6 months)} 128,474 32,826 5,071,257 98,461 3°879 FBV 286 | vecess 2,811 
1895-6 259,843 65,344 5,221,723 200,262 | 3°822 265,600. | ..2+25 5,762 
1896-7 263,637 68,037 5,379,328 199,269 3°683 267,306 | ...... 3,668 
1897-8 268,569 73,320 5,630,522 202,937 3°58 BUG.20 te ncsas 7,687 
1898-9 298,287 77,311 6,243,044 223,914 3°535 | SUL, 220n ns... a9 2,937 
1899-1900 312,432 82,445 6,697,960 234,350 3448 | 316,795 | ...... 4,362 
1900-1 328,638 92,394 6,984,546 238,941 3371 331,334 | ...... 2,695 
1901-2 358,642 100,973 7,267,976 246,335 3°361 547,907 | 11,305 | ...00. 
1902-35 366,411 115,617 7,486,542 247,857 3°291 363,473 BsVOes | ss seee 
1903-4 379,101 101,120 8,113,542 274,581 3°367 375,700 ne) el ery ce 
1904-5 465,440 120,328 8,209,255 283,823 3°453 404 151 7 GLZ89 |”... 
1905-6 490,893 119,856 8,502,837 298,743 | 3510 416,599 | 72,293 | ...... 
1906-7 493,455 129,734 8,824,978 317,150 — 3591 446,884 | 46,570) ...... 
1907-8 499,668 139,037 9,062,603 Jd1,175 3°652 470,212 | 29,456 | ...... 
1908-9 481,731 | 148,856 9,371,541 336,907 3°653 485,764 2.2.8, 4,033 
1909-10 508,074 163,878 9,638,299 336,429 3°D35 500,307 0,406 1% Giv. 
1910-11 533,650 178,991 9,917,103 351,557 3593 530,548 J LOZ ren s'ost 
1911-12 580,431 195,205 | 10,375,718 365,214 SDR te OGU.4ID IP 20,001) | av ecny 
1912-13 629,479 217,889 10,990,388 372,876 3-489 | 590,764 | 38,714] ...... 
1913-14 708,663 250,491 11,706,944 416,534 3°6685 | 667,025 | 41,638 | ...... 
1914-15 786,455 271,496 | 12,419,384 441,877 3°6694 TAG OVS La OO.be eyes css 
1915-16 834,543 285,454 | 15,306,544 485,886 O1114'| ~ 771,340 | 63,205 | ...... 
1916-17 867,309 320,504 | 14,702,438 584,384 4-0933 | 904,887 | ...... 37,577 
1917-18 ...| 953,648 342,892 | 15,343,627 627,378 4-1738 DLOLAGD) joes ats 16,622 
1918-19 ...| 1,124,694 371,273 | 15,863,964 669,232 4-35 1,040,505 | 84,188 | ...... 
1919-20 #.| 1,177,596 | 493,979 16,709,536 761,410 4-6863 | 1,255,389 | ...... 11,192 
1920-21 ..| 1,471,366 576,739 | 17,652,884 815,564 4-7608 | 1,392,304 | 79,061 | ...... 
1921-22 ..| 1,607,232 621,119 18,684,763 916,835 5°0635 | 1,537,954 | 69,277 | ...... 
1922-23 .| 1,654,666 594,774 | 19,877,104 992,503 OLOOGMERSS(,277 Wy GF, dO cde 


Renewals to the extent of £451,402 have been charged to the Surplus Revenue Account through the Public 
Works Fund, and there remains a net surplus of £213,128. 


70. The total revenue was £1,654,666, and the working expenses £594,774, or 35-94 per cent. of 
the gross revenue, leaving a net revenue of £1,059,892, or a return of 5°51 ‘per cent. upon the capital cost. 

71. The amount required to meet interest charges is £992,503. This, added to the working expenses, 
£594,774, makes the total expenses of the Board £1, 587,277, whereas the revenue was £1,654,666. There 
is, therefore, a credit balance of £67,389 on the year’s transactions for the combined water supply and 
sewerage services, from which must be deducted the expenditure on renewals, £16,757, drawn from the 
State Treasurer’s Public Works Fund. ‘The net surplus for the year in respect of all the Board’s business 
is thus £50,632. 

72. As the result of the buoyancy of the finances, the Board from Ist July, 1922, lowered the 
sewerage rate from Is. to 104d. in the £ of the assessed annual value, and the charge for water by meter 
from 1s. Id. per 1,000 gallons to Is. It was necessary to adjust the drainage rate, the charge being 1d. in 
the £ in lieu of $d. 

. Rent for hire of water meters is to be increased by 2s. per annum, as the loss attending present 
charges is borne by ratepayers who do not need meters. 

As a consequence of the Board forbidding the use of hoses and sprinklers for garden purposes, all 
meter rents relating to same were waived for a period of six months, which amounts to a refund of 
approximately £12,000. 73. 
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73. The average rate of interest on State Loans is still rising, because the maturing loans have to 
be renewed at higher interest rates. The Board’s interest bill for he year is therefore ae greater. 

74. The system of accepting fees for watering small garden plots without the intervention of a meter 
is to be reviewed before next summer season. 

During the year, 3,983 new applications were granted, and the fees collected amounted to £7,785 
7s. 11d. The garden fee is hs Bosca calculated at the rate of 2s. 6d. for every 250 square feet watered, 
the minimum charge being 


75. The total amount collected in the shape of special fees for water for 5,481 horses and cows was 
£1,323 8s. 8d., while £646 15s. 10d. was received as fees for the use of water for minor trade purposes in 
1,266 cases. 


76. The system of cashiers attending the local council chambers in remote municipalities and 
shires on appointed days is much appreciated, affording as it does facilities to pay small sums near home. 


On 198 days appointed during the year, the rates upon 39,999 properties were received, the amount 
so collected being £55,760, necessitating the issue of 34,471 separate receipts. 

Improved methods for the receipt of moneys by cash registers are in use, which have minimised 
work and expedited transactions with ratepayers. 

The Board also posted its rate notices, instead of delivering to each ratable property, and, in there 
ways, advantage has been taken of every suggestion which offers an improvement in the Board’s working 
methods. 

As evidence of the extent to which the postal system is availed of by the public it is mentioned that 
69,716 rate remittances came to the Board’s offices by post. This is in addition to the receipt of 94,087 
letters relating to business. 

77. The amount of arrears outstanding on 30th June, was £6,831 Os. 8d., consisting of rates, £5,252 
16s., and meter charges, £1,457 133. Id., and fees £120 Ils. 7d. 


Vacant lands, the whereabouts of the owners of which are at present unknown, are responsible for 
£4,821 4s. 2d. of this sum. 

On house properties the total rates levied was £1,329,815 18s. 7d., but on 30th June the total 
amount remaining uncollected was only £173 Os. 9d., which is again a satisfactory record. 

78. The gross receipts paid into the Treasury since the inception of the Board, in 1888, are as 


follows :— 
: £ B. a: 
Water ants Ses ae oe one aie 12,014,615 10 3 


8,373,740 14 3 


£20,588,356. 4 6 


Sewerage 


79. Legal proceedings were taken last year for the recovery of £4,295 17s. 5d. 


80. The expenditure by the Board during the year was £1,545,114 12s. 3d., made up as follows :— 


Water. Sewerage. 
5 peice £ ee 
Loans ms a: ih of ae i 644,924 16 4 285,649 18 O 
Revenue... #5 eee Ed 365,288 7 4 202,494 3 74 
Public Works Fund Renewal ae aF =. 102 Ask 6,479 13 10 
£1,020,490 17 1 £524,623 15 2 


81. The details of the value of the services rendered free by the Board are shown in the following 
return :— 


Service. Gallons, Value. 
| | 

Street flushing and epee flushing 3,023 Bue shafts— | | ies 
City oe * ; * ; side oa 61,117,000 | 3,055 17 0 
Suburbs ... ; pak a LS eel 50,966,000 | 2,575 18 O 
Public Hospitals and Chantanle Tnstitions = wee aoe a 189,602,340 9,514 12 6 
Government urinals.. oe Nhe oe a; 13,223,000 | 661 3 0 
Municipal urinals and others supplied free ane val 31,455,000 | 1,572 15 0 
Public Parks, Botanic Gardens, and 326 Drinking Fountains ae 19,027,290 | 952 16 1 
Watering Tram-tracks .. i Gis? ok id eed ON ee 3,839 13 10 
Municipal Horse-troughs (390)... a ae ne ae ‘x 47,190,000 2,359 10 O 
Municipal Baths and Beach Showers ... oe ar -. te 7,521,000 | 383 7 0 
Fire Extinguishing ... oe me ee: eas tik ay sad] 3,954,909 197 14 il 
* 500,840,367 £25,113 7. 4 
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82. The total number of additional properties, including vacant lands which become se for water 
rates, was 11,932; sewerage rates, 4,326; and drainage rates, 1,620. 


The total number now rated is—Water, 301,046; sewerage, 167,785; drainage, 77,814. 


83. The total number of rate notices issued was 465,140, as against 485,502 during the previous 
year, and the total number of receipts issued was 397,368. 

84. Secured accounts under Bond to the number of 260 were opened; by these the interest on 
cost of laying water mains and sewers is guaranteed, where rates receivable are an insufficient return. The 
total number of Guarantee Bonds in operation on 30th June was 732. 


85. 2,242 orders were issued for supplies under contract. The value of the stores so HN 
was £411,110. Out-of-contract orders numbered 4,197, to the value of £102,216. 

86. The value of goods in stock as sighted by stock-takers in March was £63,128, while the stock- 
book values were £62,596. 


87. The Board’s salaried staff, as well as its wages staff, is registered as a union under the Industrial 
Arbitration Act, and awards exist under which all salaries and wages up to a maximum of £525 are fixed 


by the Court. 
88. At 30th June, 1923, the number of employees was as follows :— 


Administrative officers +, wife an ay oe va ado 
Engineering officers ... per . = 386 
Wages staff (Maintenance, 990 ; omanatin 838) = aE LsbeD 

2,512 


On the pension list, pursuant to the provisions of the Superannuation Act, there are 170 of the Board’s 
former employees or their dependents. 


89. In the official library there are 1,042 professional books available for free reference by, and 
loan to, officers. 


90. The whole of the rate ledgers, account books, stock books, &c., have been carefully audited 
in detail by the Board’s examining staff, with very satisfactory results. 


91. The Right Hon. David Gilpin, Lord Mayor of Sydney, was elected Vice-Fresident from 22rd 
March, 1923. 


92. Visits of inspection to works at the following placcs were made by the Board :— 


1922—3rd July ye ee ... Crown-street Workshops, Paddington Motor Garage, &c. 
19th July he i ... Leichhardt Depot, Parramatta Sewerage Works, Prospect Reservoir. 
2nd August ne : ’... Mobbs Hill Reservoir, Beecroft Reservoir, Hornsby Outfall Works. 
16th and 17th August . ... Cataract, Cordeaux, Campbelltown. 
30th August... es ... Randwick Reservoir, Botany, &c. 
13th September . Centennial Park Reservoir, Rose Bay. 
llth, 12th, 13th, and 14th ane Southern Portion of Catchment Area, Cordeaux Dam, Wollongong, 
tober. Lupton Dam site. 
25th October... a ... Potts Hill. 
15th November oo ... Botany Water Reserve. 
1923—7th and 8th January ... ... Chichcster Dam, Hunter River District. 
21st and 22nd January ... Cataract, Coal-mining Shafts. 
16th February ... af ... Careening Cove, Mosman, and Double Bay Stormwater Sewers. 
28th February ... et ... Potts Hill, Proposcd line of 72-inch Main. 
9th March of =A ... Australian Wood Pipe Company’s Works, Lane Cove, 
11th April Bes = ... Mosman Reservoir, Taronga Park. 
9th May My on ... Potts Hill. 


93. The attendance of Members at these visits was as follows :— 


. 1922, 1922, 


| July. | Aug. |Sept.| Oct. { Nov. |Jan.|Feb.{ Mar.) Apl. May. 
Visits ia A a. ifsc 3 1 2 1 BS 2a ee Bt 16° Visits. 
Present. Absent. 

Millner, W. J. (President) boos ae oO i! aie b Cale ee Loe bee Lee 15 
Bryant, F. H. ... wis ese BAe 3 I: oo 2 1 Pim! f 12 4 
Leitch, J. oe oe fry son eee See L 2 1 Ss bee 2 res 1 13 3 
Gilpin, D. vee ena eae yall uae 3 1 2 1 1 1 I al eee 11 5 
McElhone, A. ... ey one Toile k 1 I vr 1 1 Roe he ost 5 EE 
Griff de G: = se a ae a alee 1 1 1 Hee a oP tek Lee ee LO 6 
Richards, B._... SE Fi: el ap 3 1 2 M 2 2 1 1 1 16 
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94. The attendance of Members at the regular meetings of the Board is shown hereunder ;— 
I 


1922. 1923. 
July,| Aug. |Sept.| Oct. | Nov.| Dec. | Jan, | Feb. | Mar.| Apl. |May.|June. 
Meetings held tis He) Oe aT tc ae Bal 6 Mb 4 ie Bae 57 
Present. Absent 
Millner, W. J... Ba Be ie a i a ed 1 a op dee we 
Bryant, F,H. ... B81) bt 2) 609] 4b et? be 8.) 8a aoe 2 
Leitch, J. ... P SAB le ee a ea eS ee ee 4 
Gilpin, D. .. 4); 5) 4] 4} 6} 4) 5] 4] 5] 4) 5] 5] 55 2 
McElhone, A. rey ry Bi 4) 41 €) 7) 4) €) @1-B8) 4h Bl] €) 4 3 
Griffin, J. G. ape abe Ba od both 2a 07 pie tie deodel Bal Bs ies 1D lee 7 
Richards, B. ie o ST Pees es ee Se me em sa Seg Rs PR: se TE es pera i 


95. Balance-sheets and Statements of Revenue and Expenditure prepared by the Accountant, 
and duly certified to by the Auditor, also report by the Chief Engineer and Tabulated Statements by 
the Medical Officer and the Assessor and Receiver, are appended hereto. 


W. J. MILLNER, 
THomas RoseEsy, President. 
Secretary. 
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ANALYSES, 
WATER SUPPLY: 


| Average Daily Supply Maing 
At Dail Total Suppl Number Estimated daring year. : = 
Year. . “Suppl 7 cathe 4 1 Four y of Houses Population Per Head 
supplied. supplied, hae of Estimated) Mains laid. | Mains cleaned. 
* | Population. 
gallons. gallons, gallons, gallons, miles yds. mile yds, 
8,144,169 2,972,621,623 61,718 296,246 132 27°49 53 898 4 '89 
8,820,900 3,219, 244,159 67,924 326,035 129 27°05 86 1,468 16 907 
8,486,034 8,097 ,402,486 71,501 343,204 118 24°70 75 866 7 28 
9,540,102 3,482,237,514 76,093 365,246 125 26°11 102 250 26 1,506 
12,129,152 4,439,273,890 78,926 378,885 153 32°12 89 915 29 «=741 
12,533,652 4,574,782,838 81,288 390,182 153 32°12 16 F711 26 456 
18,738,874 5,014,689,009 83,621 401,380 164 34°23 46 1,262 4 295 
1 Jan., 1895, to 30 June, 1896 . 16,645,014 9,194,922,372 85,059 408,282 196 40°76 98 1,568 3 1,628 
1 July, 1896, 1 Teepe 3 17,659,357 6,445,655 ,328 87,190 418,512 204 42:2 55 (954 10 1,654 
5 ae E 1. 1808. 18,283,000 6,673,514,000 89,749 434,810 2038 42° 60 1,056 1s OO 
I 4 1908 eae 18,794,920 6,860, 146,000 92,370 450,483 208 41°72 36 655 17 744 
ZT 55 FSa; 7 1900 . 19,885,953 7,258,373,000 95,192 478,000 208 41°62 31 649 14 0 
FP 1900, wm 100Le* 21,582,677 7,877,677,191 98,298 491,000 219 43°95 39 1,622 5 780 
ley, ~ 1903, ee 1902 21,906,362 7,995,822,150 101,966 509,000 205 43°03 4 1,055 20 1,538 
i 1803; » ~—-- 1908 16,895,867 6,166,991,500 104,681 523,000 162 32°80 30. 71 5 0 
t ,, ~ 1908; » -:1904 18,690,025 6,840,549,200 109,191 546,000 171 34°23 13 1,634 13 1,747 
t 4, 1904, >»: 1905 21,712,832 7,925,183,659 112,343 561,715 195 38°65 35 1,177 64 771 
Ie 5 1806, 3 1906 22,393,300 8,173,554,847 116,202 581,010 192 38°54 60 564 66 1,320 
i » 1906 fy. 1807 22,912,614 8,363,103,996 120,782 603,910 189 37-92 56,17 118 0 
1 ,, 1907, » —-:1908 24,567,493 8,967,135,112 124,083 620,415 197 39°59 47 1,085 141. 477 
sp Ue re 1909 25,911,397 9,457,660,035 128,444 642,220 201 40°34 70 1,650 86 532 
E yy 3800; on 1910 26,903,155 9,819,651,727 133,788 668,940 201 40°21 100 708 73 969 
E ys 2910; on 1911 29,006,668 10,587,433,975 139,237 696,185 208 41°66 101 1,699 80 0 
Re ae a 1912 30,354,800 11,079,500,000 146,236 731,180 207 41°51 73 1,617 61 906 
t aa. 1912. fe. 1018 32,594,205 11,897,000,000 155,213 776,065 209 41°99 99 1,667 23 586 
ee MC ER nou lon 36,539,729 13,337,000,000 166,112 830,560 220 44-00 102 688 70 916 
% ,; 43994, ae 1915 35,909,589 13,107,000,000 175,758 878,790 204 40°86 182 1,492 76 0 
¥ ,, 1915, = 1916 39,380,000 14,374,000,000 183,598 917,990 214 42°89 183 335 49 0 
ty  19t6, oS 1917 39,637,000 14,467,000,000 193,643 968,215 204 40°94 104 1,334 83 1,625 
kL 4, IF, x4 1918 41,358,989 15,096,030,000 196,685 993,000 206 41°63 98 2388 31 1,089 
P55) SaaS re 1919 45,557,101 16,628,342,072 204,308 1,021,540 223 44°59 106 584 74 309 
i $ ” bee, i 1920 48,021,243 17,527,753,773 212,046 1,060,230 226 45°3 142 1,622 148 «= 31l 
& 7 3920; P 1921 48,496,033 17,701,000,000 221,886 1,109,430 218 43°71 128 528 154 0 
De sy, lee; i 1922 51,002,740 18,616,000,000 229,274 1,146,370 222 44-4 117 1,530 191 0 
tales Tap hep Ph 1923 56,595,395 20,657,319,000 239,528 1,197,640 236 47°26 126 ~=6§80 111 0 
SEWERAGE. 
New Sewers Laid - : 
Number | Estimated | during the Year. | pyicti on Storm-water Drains Laid. 
Year. of Houses | Population be Lo eng 
Drained served By Sewers. of By By Muni- 
* |By Board.| Govern- Sewers. |By Board.| Govern- ai alities Existing, Total. 
ment. ment. 19 
miles. miles. miles. miles. miles. miles. miles. miles. miles 
800) + 2520 22,765 109,272 9°33 13°68 99°02 122°03 wis Nil. Nil. 2°38 3°15 
26,884 129,043 21°53 4°46 122-03 14802 Nil, 1°23 Nil 3°15 4°38 
31,402 150,729 22°50 2°42 148-02 172°94 “47 eve Nil 4°38 6°62 
36,062 173,097 4°35 5°05 172°94 182°34 16 2°38 Nil 6°62 9°10 
39,965 191,832 18°35 1°27 182°34 201°95 "06 “66 Nil 910 9°82 
44,462 213,417 22°63 5°62 201°95 230°20 00 4°60 Nil, 9°82 14°42 
47,593 228,446 25°56 Nil. 230°20 255°76 “766 2°42 *803 14°42 18°409 
51,425 257,125 50°85 10°29 255°76 320°25 "152 2°03 Nil. 18°409 20°591 
58,720 281,856 59°96 8°80 320°25 389°01 08 36 1°277 20°591 22°308 
ne 68,060 340,300 59°48 12°92 389°01 461°41 01 3°10 26 22°308 25°678 
1900-1901. . 75,416 370,000 32°63 21°58 461-41 515°62 02 “21 Nil. 25°678 25°91 
1901-1902. . 82,644 413,000 25°71 9°07 515°62 550°40 "2o 1:23 Nil 25°91 27°37 
1902-1903... 78,620 400,000 26°20 11°78 550°40 588-38 Nil. 9°90 Nil, 27°37 37°27 
1903-1904. . 82,215 410,000 11°09 11°26 588°38 610°73 09 1°40 Nil 87°27 38°76 
1904-1905. . 85,958 430,000 16°15 4°54 610°73 630°42 Nil. 5°95 Nil 38°76 44°71 
1905-1906. . 88,881 444,405 25°60 “82 630°42 656°84 “09 02 Nil, 44°71 44°82 
1906-1907. . 91,940 456,670 25°72 1°82 656°84 684°38 59) ‘78 Nil. 44°82 46°15 
1907-1908. . 96,384 481,920 30°18 9°81 684°58 724°37 "DS ‘21 Nil 46°15 46°94 
1908-1909. . 99,442 497,210 35°79 Nil. 724°37 760°16 36 Nil. Nil 46°94 47°30 
1909-1910..} 104,029 520,145 31:9 1°49 760°16 793°55 *b2 Nil. Nil 47°30 47°82 
1910-1911..} 108,012 540,060 31°61 "04 793°55 825°20 *20 “83 Nil. 47°82 48°85 
1911-1912..} 110,737 553,685 37°78 “31 825°20 863°29 ‘08 ‘76 Nil 48°85 49°69 
1912 1913..} 114,690 573,450 26°76 48 863°29 890°53 16 2°39 Nil 49°69 52°24 
1913-1914..] 118,643 693,200 39°53 Nil. 890°53 930°06 10 “81 Nil 52°24 63°15 
1914-1915..| 124,759 $23,795 42°08 Nil. 930°06 973°14 BO Nil, Nil 53°15 53°65 
1915-1916..| 129,650 648,250 50°05 Nil, 972:14 1,022°19 °43 Nil, Nil 53°65 54°08 
1916-1917..] 136,409 682,045 31°57 31°69 1,022°19 1,085°45 ‘O01 5°46 Nil 54°08 59°55 
1917-1918..| 139,777 698,885 24°45 3°44 1,085 °45 1,113°34 “62 Nil. Nil 59°55 60°07 
1918-1919..} 141,798 708,990 18°38 O01 1,113°34 1,131°72 04 Nil. Nil 60°07 60°11 
1919-1920..] 145,304 726,520 30°22 Nil. 1,131°72 1,161°94 “50 3°16 Nil 60°11 63°73 
1920-1921..} 148,923 744,615 33°02 Nil. 1,161°94 1,196°96 Nil. Nil. Nil 63°73 63°73 
1921-1922..} 153,789 768,945 30 0 Nil, 1,196°96 1,226°96 Nil. Nil. Nil, 63°73 63°73 
1922-1923..} 159,390 796,950 46°75 Nil. 1,226°96 1,273°71 09 1°88 Nil, 63°73 65°70 
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METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE. 


Water SuprLty Revenue Account ror YEAR ENDED 30TH JunzE, 1923. 


EXPENDITURE, REVENUE, 
Maintenance. ey es a 6 oe, od. ne yes £ 628 
To General maintenance... «. 108,177 14 3 By Water tates,....si....0sreoares 714,992 19 9 
Pumping expenses tee .. 135,142 14 10 Meter accounts, including 
Prospect, Cataract and Canal wenlGala cid Mia itetiere kee vesses 256,928 15 11 
MAIN VENANCE ss cceicsisass cee geaceries 21,078 6 0 Special and sundry TeCH eee 10,224 ig i 
a IBuilldingmeesineu. \tettcsetecntes 6,612.50 ae ~ 
264,398 15 1 A)rilling £908..04.,.00-ccereceste-e 4,081 4 8 
Genera] expenses, engineering .... 11,464 14 11 Plumbers’ licenses ...........6++ 624 0 0 
eo OOD EL OO Sundry sales and_ services 
Management. mendered.ess aahetnee eceme 2,800 19 7 
President’s salary and Board fees 1,300 0 0 Renta: cats ieee. Mo eae 6,701 9 7 
Salaries 7..isessccscseecseceteccdeenens 40,748 14 9 Meter and tap testing, repair- 
Wages 0 ih aisle o'a bdeins Matta ceisjameleeoitesiss dete 12,879 19° 7 ing ike. Serene eee 7,100 8 ll 
Incidental EXPENSES ......seeeveeeees 8,970 19 6 Royalty—Prospect Quarries 800 2 0 
Stationery and Tesgaak analy AA agpacor 3,155 6 3 Miscellaneous TECeIPtsarateecets BY Ey 4) 
ee LON) —_——_———— 1,011,403 17 7 
a 342,918 10 1 Less— 
OMSIONS: <. <5 fees cdanseechach rece eeees 6,175 17 10 : 
Superannuation .35..2..06. 00.00.0008 14,000 0 0 Water ae cancelled.......... Ne a 6,309 10 5 
All we Meter adjustments.............secesees 218 6 10 
owances to employees on mili- R AY 32.17 4 
eriaatcice Dante mee 7 0 6 evenue refunds ...... Miesis calasupwetns 
> ye eee Mon aaners ae Rebate of meter rentals and garden 
pt ie GCS vo aatange tte sannesons ae aeeace 12,141 0 0 : 
363,101 8 5 ee 
Interest on capital at average 
Tate, oz) OUGIDeL.CeN tarsus neces gms nenergiamerte 597,351 4 11 
ii aC ies Srcort inca ror ca enetcaer ce Asegeehar 33 32,249 9 8 
£902°702° 3 10 £992,702 3 0 
R: BYRNE eA. ELAS, C. H. CAMPBELL, A.F.1.A., 
Auditor and Examiner of Accounts, Accountant and Paymaster, 
20th August, 1923. ; 2nd August, 1923. 
METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE. 
SEWERAGE SERvICE REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 380TH JUNE, 1923. 
EXPENDITURE. REVENUE. 
Mainienance. iS s. d. z s. d, £ s. dL. < s. d 
3 aT Paid ‘e f 5 € 
Tu General maintenance ...........600 127,390 0 10 By Sha Wueeeee es ceseeeeane , yoda A 3 
General expenses, engineering 26,573 19 2 Sandee ieee HOS seeveccereersoeces 4 me 19 7 
fo fae 58,954 pee Drainers’ licenses...........++6+ 377 VO 
, A Drainage plan fees ............. 1,956 12 0 
? chairs: Miscellaneous receipts.......... 134 14 10 
President’s salary and Board fees —_1,299 19 11 Rents veseemsasasoctteceeenerte eas 1,809 18 2 
Dalaries:...csee reece oe toee ite 39,713 3 6 Drainage fees and interest 
Wages ao jaiaieieiesibie Qielelelé dieeo:ere slesineie Sais'eieiere 4,759 Fimo (deferred payment system) 954 6 1 
Incidental expenses a0 G.ele 6iniv vie eince nes 8,597 iby aA Agistment fees IG he ROS eB ON, 476 @) i) 
Printing and stationery aalvie'se\e.c.6 olete 3,155 6 3 . Sundry sales and = services 
Ses a == * D7 ,920 8950 TENGETCE. Syceeasetosuneneneeee cs 4,814 17 10 
ia a ae —_———_———-._ 605,078 11 5 
211,489 9 5 
Pensions *..ccacndvesen das tcaneates tases 6,175 17 10 Tes 
SuperannuatlOny...4...ssetseestse see 14,000 0 0 i 
Allowance to employees on mili- Sewerage rates cancelled............ 93,022 7 10 
CATTY SCTVICE coneagecstvecctwatecntel don Oen0 Drainage rates cancelled ..........+ 70 16 8 
——____-—_——._ 90,182. 18_ 4 Revenue refunds cers ccenemevaceeeunes 19: 70 30 
oe le ——-—--__— 3,112 4G 
PRM IO RS Tel 1) 
Interest on capital at average 
Fate; O-\GOGIMor CONta.ccanebasecom mearoumunpone 395,152. soil 
626,824 13 8 
Surplus..... bogpogode } rasa Sonicne Meee HO Mien saibh ete ie 35,139 13 3 : 
Se —————$____—_—_—- 
£661,964 6 11 £661,964 6 11 
R. Byrne, A.F.1.A., C. H. CAMPBELL, A.F.1.A., 
Auditor and Examiner of Accounts, | Accountant and Paymaster, 
20th August, 1923. ; 2nd August, 1923. 
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METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE. 
WATER AND SEWERAGE SURPLUS REVENUE ACCOUNT. i) 


(Statement showing Surplus or Deficit on Revenue Account each year carried to Surplus Revenue Account, and 
the Disburzements on Renewals, and out of Votes from the State Treasurer’s Public Works Fund.) 


Expenditure from Balance at Credit 
Public Works Fund | of Surplus Revenue 


Year, Surplus. Deficit. for Renewals and | Account on 380th 
~~? Improvements. June in each year. 
Ces; “d. Seas. wd: £° & d, £29 8, Ge 
1888 .....8: Foes dbdetesasccceseaeneemenidacaccitaceanselie sacs 45:760 620.0 due ncessceses 
L889 2. cs Pehies catacgaaeatesccoms ereeececteras socees rooms 4,880 26.90 Wits. ne 
T8090 .c sec ckhansusaseege taneeems tose caeetenss canes eaensews LG 784" C2 ete ee hes sates 
LOO eas. BecavecccacPttee teem ties cemcneeecsotc eee neeenaeee 83002 me el dl ienccstens ces 
| E> RRS «ri SNe er Ra RHESSBHARERCEBBESTR ad@uondsadac 296 13 11 
1893 So. cncnsreussecccmeenats oneck ote oues one tes cee eeentenee 6;209 3:8 Seo Ne Witescosscccons 
L894.» csscgedeccscccsmiee cee sccsccsnececarecise cnebsceakneicc| Mimamiauieseseriecs 5,858 1 10 
|e) a ere ce eeneae | ReschinaconmacniiccnacpaterndehecnneceRn|® —  scadbodudeods 2,811 14 3 
L895-B 0. B2ee cactswocttea tensscicwes ce cntemcocccaensae enc s cre MMmmsalen css sttee 5,762 8 6 
V8QGH7 ico cabs czas sivas Se nec Weeihca cones ence rete sotek enact ec cl amet eC een 3,668 19 9 
| Rast Re ne ae gene Sea ReR ern ae OoeSi, _. aiddbeaons eet 7,687 13 1 
L890 8-9 2 edectcs code ces on temecsawiasedicnes ar anene cen eceecs at ee ee ereae 2,937 9 7 
L899=TOOG I 5. rics becen ated nese enone omecaecn coecce sae es| DaMEmIeaaette Tas 4,362 9 8 
LOOO ST sa Bcc cee Sait eve Be ocan coc aot oman crete ore eecs cal emmemmcne atten ae 2,695 5 I 
LOOV=2 os Fee canceaces tas trem lensctemten seminaries sioceninn ees 11233558 3. ml Same ceniec < sree 
LQO2=3 5 cc reba eaeabcomses troneeteotehewancecatereseateeat ees DOS, 21 Ae al Ghaeewoc ver eee se 
1 BY 8 a Sees Rr cas Ararat nadieoan are badee Hac inocdadccneaC ers 34012870 elma ssace es 
LQO4—D. 2. Eta cticen osc tes a teoacetecee ace cus seoctearsdosmeees 61,289 5 9 
AGOSH6 pecBiee ee cons anc sabunedscosicdeantaneceerccsteemenreste 2.299 Boel Ogle weemeescencetess 
TQOG = 79% Feats ccccedecnes tecorae otccteceneceecencoeeseneer 46,570 (4 (Qul”  Secaenceacce 
£304,513 8 0O £36,080 15 8 
SOIR Cacecontrioce 36,080 15 8 
£268,432 12 4 


Less— 


Arrears accumulated on 
churches and charitable in- 
stitutions to 30th June, 1907, 
ineluded in above figures ... £20,215 14 10 


Sundry furniture, plant, &c., 
written off to Revenue Ac- 


OOUMG O covenescvsvedecercnecostente 8,078 19 4 
we 28,294 14 2 
Balance carried to Surplus Revenue Account 

at inauguration of Public Works Fund...... PEEVE UE OF) acinoceadac 6,665 4 2 233,472 14 0 
LQ OTH” P558. 55 Shs coon Bomae eh gtee inns rvcenatenanaataetees 29,456 10 As) 9 eitenen: cence 15,022 3 0 247,907 1 1 
1Q08=Qy geass Aeon necgeeasanancaamedosecessemndaasatdaes| Nmasecs Nena. ts 4,033 1 11 24,660 8 10 219,213 10 4 
LOOOSEQ Geaiincsntencsasteanteactestendesc esr sandacedteslest Yip Aete se COR acosenecansc 75,618 13 1 151,361 8 0O 
LOTO-BE  cdskisieweesendaendonatsnvanssecsoceserstessecece os SshO2 OE G1 | eee cctawesers 97,224 15 8 57,2388 13 5 
TQTISED cinvcsdicecores cdiese dence dadtbescdteucs stvotectesas 20; OLL Sao tee secaeensscers 50,899 8 0 26,350 18 8 
TOE DERG aiirecwccccacscue tnt icevecateuyere cateatenee aceahe nts S814 192 |e ccnsceeee se 16,155 6 0 48,910 11 10 
AQIS HEE. yas dave sce esdetewestsodeostadnt ane dnaauseed deve aadee 415639) 06 Posy koncocecr tees 20,500 3 3 70,048 15 O 
LQI4= BS sista catwscusdsces suns cdpeseansgenteacensoasmede T3;08E. EQ’ VG te aa asenensies 17,475 ll 4 125,655 3 2 
TOVG BG rcs alacodceeve cannes se daeseds ameccenas ane sasene 63;203 PO BQ eases raves 15,678 14 2 156,705 11 6 

Richmond and Wollongong accumulated deficit} —............ 16,474.-6 8 | + | Gestn.ccce 2) Peewee 
LOL GABF Giacicncsomenaaatataen tan tosemacetscnaccceansccdeacs-a|| Gmunceneasec sins 37,577 4 1 19,289 7 4 99,839 0 oF 
1 iy 4g — Seeepenonc eee pecautetordocncecreascenetncrctuacedp  _pBudecncorise 16,f22 2 3 18,790 11 1 64,426 6 9 
BOUSHNG Oreos ica ances sinstacts ccise saute sor cusseieaenenear secs 84,188, Se Beh A eegecseaces 12,956 5 11 135,658 4 6 
URADES | SiepcotonophntcudaconGsanGe Coben ne, Cosa yineatucha|iie . “eeddoacdcuke 77,192 8 7 18,578 15 11 39,287 0 O 
BOZO Zee. aae ceuddeescttarsnestoacsetecate estates coe 79,061 - 9) RE) (9 cosscsas,.<- IL,9tl 3 6 106,437 6 5 
BOOT 2D) We srins cee sas acledeees sisina aim Ouoremssacsaancnecagsees 69,277 © 8) 220) I) gensteaaances 13,218 2 8 162,496 11 11 
BOOZ =e seetaciso nese tas ddsies osteo ec arcetaedomace vaste saceane ss 67,389 2 NE  tasextec.. 16,757 7 3 213,128 7 7 
£817,029 12 3 152,499 3 6 451,402 1 2 


LesG: AERCIE. ccecscaewsccddaas ouceestess cenddeeonesenanee 152,499 3 6 

664,530 8 9 

Less Public Works Fund expenditure ............ 451,402 1 2 

Credit balance, 30th June, 1923 .............0000- £213,128 rc var 
Surplus water... . £180,326 15 11 
se SOWOPALO  ..cccisccane 91,620 13 8 


£271,947 9 7 
Deficit drainage ..............6 58,819 2 0 


Credit balance at 30th 
June, L923: “esse sar cwceve £2TS,1Z8 7 7 


C. H. CAMPBELL, A.F.1LA., 
Accountant and Paymaster, 


WU 


COUNTRY TOWNS WATER SUPPLIES. 


STATEMENT showing Surplus or Deficit on Revenue Account each year. 


1187 


RICHMOND, 
Rate of 
Maintenance Interest Interest Total 
Year, Capital Revenue, and charged by on Weionecs Surplus, Deficit. 
Management, State Capital. = penses. 
Government, 

£2 he a; Sr 8 6G; &. a, d Se aee ge 2 Sa d. £y 5: a: £ gs, de 
PBUS Ms taueiarsceeseapensessintuscesse ce aioseL OO 399 15 3 31416 1 3°75 27818 3 593 14 4 eeecsesse 19319 1 
MMDAP Gates rasuscessescebpaczecitescl Leen) 0.0 43818 6 638 710 3°898 481 0 3 1.110) 8 1 aS ot 680 9 7 
1895 (for six months) ....,......., 12,352 2 6 337 3 2 178-6 2 3°879 23911 4 Bl Geka BF Wekas si scee 8014 4 
Mints Mit succy sash sicitevtetaperiarseenaee, ct. © 547 11 11 562910 1 3°822 477 0 O 1,006 10 1 cebsis end 45818 2 
EDGE Ke upacncoctséscesceces shes 12,637 7 4 658 -5 7 383 9 0 3683 465 8 8 BIS Es VS) | wiisces ees 190 12 1 
Drees) fais coccectngsscscsshsstyerta celia GDS Laue 67619 7 417 13° 6 3-58 453 3 6 870 16 11 che 19317 4 
MORO be, ss ccctwhsgscocsseses ae rent t 42,725 7 2 744 11 10 454 3 U 3-535 449 16 10 OO3'T9 10 1 ) Sa, As 159 8 O 
BROU—TOMND Soccdbasocaqetesiencne 12,736 12 0 599 1 5 492 111 3-448 439 3 2 931 6 1 pas bavcee 332 3 8 
SEOOEN Ta osicercars Pe ley eed 40.8 872 3 9 536.14 1 3-371 432 6 1 SUSY oR OF Ge ed 9616 5 
UGE) GG He Eee we) 12eea 32 21) 1,004 11 9 588 1 0 3-361 asia 20) mele ob) cer Oulee eres 14 11 10 

Paneer ee ete cea oe | Ie SPA 1s. 2 1,008) o° 6 493 2 0 3-291 422 310 915 510 8619 8 seoecitrs 
PONS er eee Oe eet mtoe Salle 1,000 19 11 599 5 9 3-367 Avie deeb el Os0ll 7a te Beem 2417 3 

DODGE ciscvecnssse Becteseetess| LD ete ae. @ 1,002 4 6 5606 2 9 3-453 47512 9 98115 6 20 9 0 ve enceee 

TUR Bi ae ee aan Seige s spdse lin Beda & 63218 3 3-51 48713 8| 1,12011 11 150 0 2 efeaierss 

RONG Tare ce eee tee kis 6c 1h ee 2 LOO ais O 68413 8 3-591 494 710] 1,179 1 6 WY Gl 43 Hb 
PO0eS oe cccteetric nie aes Tomy 2} 1,088. 4 6 iy si & 3-652 5021510] 1,12717 0 Dhayee ss 4412 6 

1908-9 |"... 6/ 1,276 1 3 59218 3 3-653 50319 6| 1,09617 9 179 36 pe Felt 

1909-10 4| 1,34910 0 67014 0 3:535 484 0 3| 1,15414 8 19415 9 esses eue 
1910-11 4 71110 1t Site 7 3-593 49119 1] 1,103 3 § 39113 7 
1911-12 11% 76118 0O 1,123 19 5 3:597 563 O 6 1,686 19 10 925 110 
1912-13 2 874 9 38 924 1 7 3-489 55112 8| 1,475 14 3 601 5 0 
1913-14 5 89917 2 1,000 19 11 3°6685 580 1 1 1,581 1 0 681 310 
1914-15 1 95919 2 1,078 8 O 36694 58212 5 1,661 0 56 TOL dee 
1915-16 4 992 1 4 796 910 37774 63006 81/4208 ol 438 3 9 
1916-17 3 933 610] 1,374 6 1 4-0938 74814 8) $793 G4 1,189 13 6 
1917-18 3 940 11 4 84513 8 41738 890 6 6] 1,736 0 2 795 810 
1918-19 1 1,036 1 8 2,184 4 lL 4°35 952 16 10 3,137 1 9 2,101 0 1 
1919-20 8 150) 242 13273 15 2 46863 7,055 15 3 2,329 10 5 1179 8 3 
1920-21 3 1,055 7 10 1,333 2 9 4°7608 1,092 12 3 2,425 15 O Tihs hes aa D870) yeas 
TQ21H22 neve nsant eres vee eigse 0 10 1,067 Q11 1,948 2 7 5'0635 PiGt 1% 3,115 4 2 saecesnee 2,048 3 3 
Derek ace ccc canissancvscessegestecce 8 1,209 18 5 2,023 6 1 51606 1,189 10 11 3,212 17 0 asaces aa 2,002 18 7 
642 9 4 | 16,896 9 2 
Hegs SUPPIUS cecccrcsecareccesesscens 642 9 4 
£| 16,253 19 10 


® Capital Cost as adjusted by Auditor-General, 


1903-4 


1922-23 


Ceeesecceseeacavsscess 


eeereeeeersecsesce 


cree ereeeerereseee 
Preeereneoseeroraes 
Seecencececenseceee 
Sep reesncecenpecsessorees 


seer ereesecgesereesaccees 


Sew erereeeeeseeroenserasces 


eevesooceer 
eesceoesseer 
eeseeceens 


gececeseene 


nee 


t Reduction due to Hawkesbury Agricultural College having 


50,397 1 


1.7" 1573092 16 
169.932 11 


"| 2287596 18 
11} 252,204 17 
-.| 268,873 10 


278,472 13 1 


6 
1 


1,02719 6 
1,154 14 10 
1,772 14 10 
1,94917 8 
2,596 12 0 
3,048 19 10 
3,261 14 7 
4,327 16 7 
5,393 15 10 
7,593 0 9 
8,333 15 11 
9.81912 3 
11,561 16 2 
13,493 2 10 
13,736 10 0 
17,056 1 6 
17,112 19 0 
17,381 0 9 


ceased to draw its supply from the Town Scheme, 


WOLLONGONG. 
 #RG 
115 4 7 3-291 
54619 4 3:367 
538818 9 3:453 
437 8 8 3°51 
488 3 4 3-591 
58310 7 3:652 
67715 1 3-653 
83212 4 8-535 
843 5 0 3-593 
942 1 4 3-597 
1,165 2 5 3-489 
1,913 19 2 38-6685 
2,795 13 10 3-6694 
2.97917 9 3:7774 
2,735 16 1 4:0933 
3,898 5 38 41738 
3,792 19 11 4:35 
4,606 0 5 4°6863 
5,069 14 2 4°7608 
5,766 5 4 50635 
5,841 10 5 5°1606 


QOPRWDMNOOH Rae DOF 


9,027 7 2 
10,333 14 11 
11,451 14 11 
13,200 9 8 
14,146 7 3 


& s. d. & sg. d: 


eovaceees 
occeccccs 
Socccsece 
eecersece 
Serosvcce 


eeeccccos 


a 
= 
= 
a 
oo 
—_ 
_ 
DOM RHAINIPDWOOM 


18,966 15 
19,987 17 


Less Surplus,...csecscsace yancens ara 


2,126 17 2 | 19,010 8 


£ sg. dy 
109 6 O 
972 4 2 
961 2 1 
64016 7 
598 710 
92 610 
10 511 
1 510 


eoreccoes 


1,202 15 
1,853 16 
2,606 16 


_ 
Lo ported Fo eree em oP OO 


2,126 17 
16,883 11 


* Capital Cost as adjusted by Auditor-General, { Includes cost of extension to Port Kembla and Unanderra. 


t Extension to Towns north of Wollongong, 


16 


SumMARY oF Rates, Fexs, &c. 
’ 


a ee ea on rain! Gasiaa manana spoT Aas Te 
No. of No of 
Properties Meters Mcter Accounts, New 
| liable for Water Rates, in including Mains 
| Water at Opera- Meter Rents. Broken 
Ward or District. | 30th June, tion . Poriods 
| 1923, nai (House 
| ‘ 1 | 
| June, General, | over- and Land): 
| House. | Land. House. Land. 1928, a ment. 
| | | 
£ S. 3d: Me ye! £ le Se Be toe ca eal 
Belmore Ward ...........- 1,565 28 eva SEY TL 82 1 10 156 3,432 11 5 2514 8 
Bligh Ward Meace-serssn- ce 2,063 88 8,120 10 4 13614 4 166 898 0 3 29, 14° 1 
Bourke Ward ............ 924 8} 40,445 16 9 153 15-10 581 3,164 8 7 412° 18:50 
Camperdown Ward ...... 1,833 99 4,651 13 0 6410 4 235 1,807 3 1] 563 18 3 
Cook gw ard Grseenc cord eciees 1,768 53 4,615 34 90 40 13 6 131 855 7 0 2 26 
Denison Ward ............ 1,134 15 9,425 10 5 9616 6 251 1802 TO On Lecce eo 
IIGZLOY sage as cmon e ables sien 1,952 103 | 11,881 14 6 1734716) 10 488 1,093 4 4 DIZ OME sy 
Flinders Ward ............ 2,415 69 7,796 4 3 7416 O 311 1,816 0 2 50° 0 5 
Gipps “Wald. artercassesenr 1,142 59 (,u21 Db 8 184 15 2 176 aioe ee 23) soo 
ange Wald concecesectssst 1,377 42) 831,147 11 2 335 19 8 471 6,375 11 8 541 12 0 
Macquarie Ward ......... 1,159 11>) 305561 9° +6 124 8 3 345 841 19 11 209 14 8 
Phillip" Wardien..c.ce.s 1,709 Ais) SoS 9 eis ace 248 11 4 505 | 11,128 4 011,690 4 9 
Pyrmont Ward ......... 1,196 45 5,691 17 6 Moy ale al 216 7,308 76. 5 Tsp Vay ATE 
Alexandria 2,328 174 6,178 16 11 162 5 10 342 2,058 16 5 | 4,063 5 4 0 5 9 
Annandale 2,824 91 5,266 15 4 22 12 10 257 803 3 3 EDS Rel: Beecueee 
DNASE (6 Baoensstecocnessbaee 7,985 555 | 15,968 6 8 258 7 4 3,636 3,266 17 2 Leroy Ai. fh ab 
PATIDUDO Sire rectsncacboegs. 3,395 1,188 4,329 14 9 200 6 10 937 1144 15 6 |) 1569516 1% bole 20 
Balonain wees .es es 7,049 4060) SLED BO 7 208 lif 10 698 5,933 5 10) 2,206 “9 10 0 10 10 
Bankstown 2,894 4,271 3,627 12 4 874 2 6 1,449 1,884 10 10 540" 0 96 | 272199 6 
Baulkham Hills Shire .. 544 461 928 9 7 118 5 3 486 948 2 7 50 15 10 3.2 4 
Bexley sotvcssenecercuedecren 3,788 1,221 7,144 18 7 291 16. aL 1,194 808 11 9 6 12 10 3,16) 2 
Blacktown Shire ......... 793 515 1,068 12 5 109 7 10 553 S220! 2 io, & aD Paes yee 3 
IBOQUALY. caesaeeiies enianiteeres 1,424 663 2010 Lo 2 163 4 1 293 4,258 3 6 Aa 3283) PESO! ee 
Bulli Shire 2,156 618 3,336 9 1 174 10 0 531 1,038 13. 0 IL 2D cone. a aa 
Burwood 3,736 243 | 10,922 17 6 172 18 4 2,025 1,930 19 3 PLOT EOmno 0D 6 +8 
Cabramatta and Canley 760 449 822 10 3 (on, 3 469 502 15-3 pe a ets) 0 3 4 
Vale. : 
Camden acs sensuscs teres 399 53 62 FOr 14 810 271 DLS aps 1D GO. Spi wos skamie. cae 
Campbelltown ............ 377 140 488 17 11 26 9 8 225 296 SU 33) E230, eek LLG AG 
Canterbury, Leasnasesase as 10,488 5,243 || 19,581 12 67 1,480 16 1 3,600 3,541 13. 5 Ey Sea OD tag 
Colo Shire, Wave.s-css--5 26 ic 3719 O at 11 1 (Seo OSL UPROTs Becta as 
Concord. warreeses seen 3,285 2,026 8,859 19 4 662 18 5 1,459 12,139 0 3 239) 8 37 314 7 
Darlington 756 6 1.3481 #9 26 Silos a4 37 1568 3 °8 LO) VOM Sale. eee 
Drummoyne 4,792 1,496 9,877 5 10 45D) (D0. 1.755 4,763 14 4 18 14 2 41811 
Dundas ...... ee 3 998 733 ASC ph ae 170 12 11 764 LLO9 eee 9: 22) 14 Oi O.9-5> 2 
HastwoOod |. .j.s-+cerdsnes. 576 274 849 18 0 97 4 0 553 1,743 11 8 40°10 20) Racsicswos. 
an fielth: Se ecsee eres 2,328 661 3,991 3 0 16311 +6 854 BS) 485) 645340 ra ar 0 310 
Ermington and Rydal- 214 142 437 3 0 27 10 10 185 504 9 0 483005 (4h. De eee 
mere. 5 
Erskineville ..7.......:.... 1,632 26 2,588 16 2 LOsrbueO 92 Paste: TM) 21°29) GS") wean 
Glebe ST sciseeseccsacesencsse 4,332 69 9,844 0 4 40 15 6 543 L287 va L47 S6:R64 eee 
Granville Ge vecerecesre acs 3,157 1,342 5,156 19 9 399 611 877 3,058 6 10 37619 4] 21810 
Homebushiiece. «cessor. 521 139 1,336 16 10 De 15 2 186 215 0 2 226 13 11 3 10 10 
Hornsby Shire .... 3,161 1,857 6,608 16 6 599 0 3 2,030 2 AVES A Geir, 41 Ono ment Dad Sane 
Hunter’s Hill ren et 280) 510 3,323 9 6 211 16 6 840 13227 15 8 (Od eee 0 0 9 
HUTSh Ville we seeessecontes 3,552 2,096 5,841 8 5 deal Hts) 1,242 iSO aime! LoL Geen, (Genk) ab 
Illawarra (Central) ...... 955 489 1,899 1 8 133 17 4 367 2,153 16 8 273 8 8 2.8001 
Illawarra (North)......... 909 240 1,121 73. 0 3519 0 236 94418 0 10-0537 2 
TNGlODUrD x gesascostecqoces 73 63 92 16 0 LOTS) 20 60 66 4 2 De La eG ol ea vccuiames 
Islands; The tape.ce.d-ccoe 18 dae 981 52:6, 10))) pecpeebeace.: 15 BFiie Se be olabemee Thew eee Wea ae A 
Kogarah .....s0sescsceoese 4,804 2,276 7,091 811 494 4 4 1,747 1,795 18 1 320 10.11 | 10 18 11 
Kuring-gai Shire ......... 4,818 Zr2lo i aL6,.(96 BO. | yale, te" 32 3,907 4,614 3 5 7514 3 314 8 
ALANCICOVE... Geese. oawidiavse 2,442 1,511 5,492 13 1 Sta hl 1,275 2,780 14 10 120) 2,50") 26-50 16 
Telchhardt Wesessscedesres 6,398 410 9,481 15 3 119 14 2 617 1,972.14 0) PROS 6 925) Shee oo 
Lidcom De yenae a csee seten en 2,239 1,172 2,863 0 9 0. 0 ae 740 903 19 8-| 7,029 5 7 A ee 
TA VErpoOl cece ccriasuavehnass 1,007 390 1,526 11 4 89 10 5 503 801 a7. 85 Fae leby At 4 6 9 
MANLY," oveamcoscssecsuce= tae 3,629 1,084 | 13,775 6 0O 5384 19 4 1,257 2,018:13 2 93 15 11] 10 18 6 
Marrickville c..cestecr ese 9,614 386 | 18,120 13 4 155 0 4 2,221 5,534 1 11 Li ono. O14 4 
MaAscOb cauccastecspecnstnese 2,465 493 Boe wae ad 135 17 8 294 1,018 9.1 14, 4°01 |) Weer 
MMOSMATUG.«-aceec canes ses cas 4,640 867 | 16,682 8 0 702 9 10 2,615 2,326 4 5 167 2 0 216 9 
Nepean Shire ............ 53 na OS MGp 74,1). Meaccsaves ten 32 48 4 5 O°’ FOI weakens 
INCWhOWM: Gdeeve. sescehinnss 6,103 82} 12,090 17 8 42 9 8 351 1,542..8 11 146 AOR Sil Toe neue, 
North Sydney ............ 9,824 859 | 35,083 1 6 (cs, LO: 3,271 6,258 3° 67 | 1,685 1 “5 5.5 0 
Paddington ............... 5,109 96 | 10,916 O11 70 0 4 263 E215 72.2 SAE Go Peeeecken 
Parramatta, ..c..cccseeores 2,805 630 5,382 18 8 147 13 3 816 15266 16> 7 | 25618 6 48 OFL6 pel 
Petersham... scsscescssks oat 5,583 L25 |) 12,237 09 63 112 13 6 1,021 1,751 15 4 OZ Qe eileal PB incieceae 
Prospect and 2,255 2,182 3,053 10 10 381 3 9 1,029 1,354 19 2 195. 7 ac6 fe p4one4 
Randwick ,.. 11,484 2.206) Sold LietOy) ge428eed ve 3,474 5,259 8-1 | 1,672 10 11 | 28 4 °6 
Redfern 4,744 28 | 11,507 19 1 37 6 0 347 6,421 psi Ode Sabi fete 
Richmond 374 91 627 14 6 2618 6 151 222 10 2 21d ee ON) Weep cereaee 
Rockdale 6,292 2,886 | 10,457 17 4 586 15 3 1,774 2,079 1 0 348 138 7/13 0 2 
RY dC o.,- tse cease -se. ee ieee 3,811 2,546 6,624 1 8 821 § 11 2,029 4,286 17 4 264707 eb 2-19 gd 
Smithfield and Fairfield; 1,309} 1,221} 1,506 0 1 1750) Belt 746 1,146 14 8 142 Ao 013 65 
St. Pebers:¢ g.ec-iepes ites 2,780 223%. 3.871 80 10 67 11. 2 272 681 16 0 4916 0| 0 1 3 
Strathfield | ............-+. 1,998 575 | 5,340 0 3 264 0) 5| 1,305 || 1,034 17:11 34207 all) 287-10 eb 
Sutherland Shire ......... Ate len Meee C oro econ eta beeen none 90 215 11 11 124-28 510 iewteceewe 
Waucltse (ir orscsseccsey are 897 566 3,248 9 4 465 7 0 522 385 19 1 61 138 0 Et yO ie} 
Warringah Shire .. 2,471 2,267 2,836 16 6 656 6 10 482 424 8 8 13 15 9 2d a) 
Waterloo ......... .-| 2,599 502 5,680 5 6 313 7 4 402 4,381 12 2 Bo Bo: BUN Se. ccccese 
Waverley Bone Er OnCR CNY «: 8,430 LOO T2022 wom O 632 19 8 1,532 OLS 110 as b4 7 =42 | 10 1 2 
Willoughby Eacismmtestce sae 7,588 1,809 | 14,775 18 0 642 6 8 4,087 5,286 9 9 69 5" 55 614 8 
Wollongong s¢<.5.c.ceence 1,572 | 514 3,029 3 0 189 13° 8 475 5647 19 2 | 1,005 3 7 413 2 
Woollahra 2 fer cece 5,660 808 | 22,187 18 4 825 2:98 2,326 3,746 5 8 148 18 3 2 411 
City Council ee esvatecs| foals. 5 || geese |) eee ee 7 5 
Building Fees’ .......0.0+. Meco meesrascncetncre nll) Jadacpccehases ar et Z AES aN 
239,739 | 61,307 | 666,509 4 5 |22,692 5 5] 75,391 |187,812 15 7 |69,134 11 5 |263 19 10 
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99 15 10 
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25,889 4 3 
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1,478 7 4 


FoR WATER CHARGES, 


| | 
Garden. Special Fees | | 
Guarantee 
ee as a Bonds, 
No. | Fees No.. | 
A Fees 
Regis- | Charged, Regis- | 
tered. | tered. | Charged. 
| 
£ Side fm St Oi Sen igs dd. 
1 G2 3 20 10° 6-3 
27 5 5 10 11 aa0°)0 
1 0 3 4 82 665 2. 6 
43 Ls j629°S 15 BIT 6 
15 Oe re mea, 21 10: 37-6 
1 O32 *o 20 122384 
46 LB, £8. 9 32 Zi~ bd 10 
52 3 BELLO 2&4 24° 6 8 
3 010 O 16 Jae 2 
Seu PAY A Pica cay ales 40 2202 8G 
i! Ge 670 GO 38 0 0 
4 Ch ae eee | 48 34 7 6 
11 Z 12 6 3 LG A OW) aah tess eck ee 
37 9 11.6 13 GES nig ae as) 
150 58 3 8 9 De OO Btescecwates 
930 439 138 4 30 8°12" 6 8 9 4 
232 ot 0.8 12 6 10. 0 47 13 0 
309 9716 3 24 he Uk AH Wea So coscing 
62 SUP oe 4 (gh ahs Wo) (AONE pens) 
3 he TIMES Ge SA ess 7 eae At I A aE 215 12-71 
870 1595-2 4 6 7 Re 4 2818 1 
7 ere Ee & 5. Mane opener cer 230 19 8 
17a ne £62 3 a Ye ea 0) 296 Eb 
5 eee! Sal 4 kd .0 GE 662 
290 tae oS 8 4175 6 1146 
a tT 2. 6 il 010 O 238 7 8 
1 o 39 L Om ia6 I Sire Sar 
fe. | | Sees 4 Pa OB OF FL 
976 425 16 5 15 5 8 4 OE fou 2 
Los) “See eee BRET, uehocnae tices 6 8 4 
304 tae 8 4 3 1 12.6 59 10. 8 
9 Z bd 10 6 ea: = Da Bedwaneach ene 
606 2670-7 5 3 8 Shas bb 24 10 10 
19 S 9. 3. 2 Te ia 16 4714 3 
9 x Il” 6 BRT ic uctmaniteets LGn Jaws 
235 97 6 1 4 1 10.,0 ty a 
1 Oo 7 4 1 ecco renee LS: LG (9) 
19 Bb 4 4 TL he ee SE Or ee. or thes 
134 BOOM ete: Po Oey oe a eee 
150 6818 8 | 4 AG) A 
80 ae, £13 3 54 10 11 
65 ol G4 11 182 719 
59 26° 1 2 5 42 O 
236 LIG2i 8 14 tin 49 
2 ir a 5 473 10 0 
1 BO OF} A LON iiee25) 
a GO .7.-6 ee a Oe 
398 219 16 7 13 2° 6 AORTA lel 53 
55 2813 9 4 sy 2er6 BLS 13s +b 
210 9416 5 3 E.On. 'G 194 1 0 
589 Zip 15) 2 30 SB SAS aideeien stereo 
185 1614 8 6 Lic -<8 410 079""0 
2 OTH OF i OF 54-0 643 11. 4 
439 iO 4 2 41 Lt LOO Ou hee k 
158 481 19 O 42 Dm WTO: leer es. cote ren 
239 294. 3._.2 9 ina Goat 1s 4e"1 
488 230; 2 10 23 Sore O LO ears peer 
3 OS Se aoe ; 3 Ua sets” Rac casreseonc 
92 2412 4 31 P2REO Ss (0: ie cee toe. 
821 ai7 5 38 63 31 11° 8 1G. > bord 
200 43 15 10 32 0G Le Si A 3 ih Ve, (cn 
115 49 1 0} 3 LOMEZ EPG 68 14 8 
607 SLO; LF On| 28 Oe Creal met. cee 
7 30 10 6 4 22 0"6: 324 17° 6 
2,522 11,049 9 11 37 15 16. 8 yA pe 
46 yey cane fy 29 OTe Ou Nae oe Sas. deetne 
- a el ee Oe ‘ 1 Ons: 0 On 9) 2 
772 368 8 @ 126 35. ko ig 180 15 10 
165 78 0 6 2 Lo: 0 213 3. 4 
18 eae | 6 Cac “O 419 8 8 
169 65: 7 1,8 11 foe <6 = 19 
136 65.07 2 1 COP fb) 412 6 
oh) art Roemeraco 1 OT Oye seaste eee 
8 eo) L210 5 53) 8) ake) B19 5 
128 52 5 6 13 415° 6 6h, taal 
133 Da 6.0 12 610 0 2110 O 
1,849 682 0 0 63 2414 2 be ero 
618 28710 2 12 610 0 OLiScit 
tf £168 1 one Oo 0 ZO Sy! 
766 st4 0° 9 43 OA eng Wy air Gi EOCEL 
18,677 |}8,039 3 3 1,343 708.15 10 | 6,155 17 IL 


Revenuo 
for Year 
ending 30th 
June, 1923, 


Ss de 
11,656 4 0 
9,423 11 5 
45,818 4 9 
7,174 14 11 
evga) SCAR He) 
LS 2R5 aes: 2S 
14,760 15 3 
LO;208 >" Fatt 
SO B3\(ab oe, 
39,290 13 10 
32,409) 9 I 
39,686 9 9 
14,106 14 2 
12,646 10 6 
6,234 4 5 
PAV, SYR 
001, 3 F 
19,885 15 4 
8,03 4 2 
2,345 18 . 2 
8,719 10 5 
2,389 10 4 
7,280 G5 
5193 2 f 1D 
13,584 8 10 
LEG TO Galt 
1,246 14 8 
repens Sees 
26,569 15 10 

D2 4°10 
22,630 5 10 
1,539 8 10 
UG 2 6o a? 
3,183, *9) %3 
ZC D2, we ed. 
9,669 4 1 
Pa 76, 22 2 
2,919 9 
11,505 18 
Les e7/ 
2,088 11 
ESsa5 2. Liz 
5,745 10 
9,469 0 
4,980 17 
PANGYE al al 

212, 16: 
1,649 15 
10,603 41 
23,422 


SBSOOOSOHAWHORMRHRPOOMONUNAMORPWWO 


4,326 1 
17,500 18 1 
24,993 14 

5,568 12 
20,551 6 

104 7 

14,032 16 1 
45,030 18 1 
12,546 19 

9,745 3 
14,665 0 2 

5,575 10 4 
46,441 13 5 
28,403 18 2 

1,160 3 4 
14,626 <5 °7 
12,683 14 1 

3,361 1 10 

4,819 6 6 

7,324 8 8 

341 0 9 

4,342 10 3 

4,299 11 6 
10,601 2 3 
25,128 6 5 
21,292 6 6 

4,972 9 1 
28,083 13 1 

6,776 3 5 

6,614 7 10 


995,298 13 1 
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Less 
Rates Arrears 
he Cer ah Net ome | 
includin orwar | 
ieices Revenue, on 1st | 
Adjust- July, 1922. | 
menta, 
Sosa. di Sao Seed. eS 
247 13 21] 11,408 10 10 3 241 
218 14 0 9,204 17 5 2 ee" 8 
Us a ee Tu 44,447 2 3 ie Use 
428 6 6 6,746 8 5 Sr Ties 
85 13?) 9 5,637 8 11 0} (Sae2 
eae ai 3 13,010 9 9 LOST aie 18) 
EOS ae 4, 14,568 7 11 4 610 
27h) 828 9,936 19 3 710 4 
byes Soe al 8,681 19 11 9 4 2 
ZOS LG ae, 38,020 17 3 418 7 
456 0 2? 31,953 8 11 0.14 6 
449 7 7 BOEZS Gn ae 23:11 1 
We TE 13,929 1 4 LT, eee 
163812. 4 a WA ary ans! “ae 38 10 10 
5419 5 G79) 5b 0 Sloe 2. 
£53, “be. 235 20,1831 13)" 9 36 12 11 
20-7 0 7,082) 26. °F 107 13 6 
97 18 10 19,787.16; 6 BX eae Hd 
i155 i We 5 7,882 11 9 366 11> :3 
Past ite <0) 2022, 13" 5 3412 8 
6019 6 8,668 11 0 6119 4 
27 n Game PAST) we ¥. 37 14 10 
262 8 4 T0225 180 sh 40 8 9 
Gar Sy 8 BY foul St G) 423 18 8 
16S) G7 ATS Kap 2 28 1519 0O 
LO ives L;6€0P 5. «3 64 14 3 
Liye da eee 1,241 9 5 ee: 6 
Oe Oms: 2,125 19 0 910 0 
221 8-1 26.348 7 9 Zio) Fe 
OF Sir 0 BZ SD STOM i sents seen 
86) 80 0) 223543) 17°10 158 450 
6 8 10 1,533.0) 0 0 16 11 
303 56 11 [5,82e 0100 9 A) RA as) 
48 4 0 Ss50 Ses 38 7 9 
Diy Rel gi Zio. La LO 26 9 6 
3710 5 9,631 13 8 42 12 tl 
816 4 1,467 5 10 6.19 7 
Galas SHU, ot OF Te 38 
490 5) 4 11.015 12 10 9 2 10 
Ttiae Oly AD 9,429 18 10 169 11 10 
A all 25066 8 2 4 110 
5814 8 13,494 32 0 99 16 2 
49 5 11 5,696 4 7 Psy hate) 
6414 5 9,404 6 2 116, 1k 6 
HO 4h 4.479 13 0 PAL Wife} = 
bt oe 2,145 18 10 5 19 11 
O. 7aa6 VANS Se ala ay ale 0) 
Giaais iajacsnteinls 1,649 15 0 Oe IGE, 
SZ ee 10,520 17 10 140 6 10 
200) 119 29,156) LB) 7, 6 LS 
Oe DO RJjz" 3 1 92.15 4 
160 17 10 13,044 9 6 62,15 0 
62: 2-4 11,293 12 2 100 16 9 
43 15 11 4,282 5 9 bo! TOR 
L832 be 7 LASLGA i304 116 8 4 
T2817 2£ 24,864 17 2 Sine 
52 3.6 5,516 9 O 50 17 4 
200, FSi: 7205350) 9 CL 165 16. 
OF 0.6 LOGP* Gie. 6. Pe ocenccct cr 
66ytin oO 13,966 5 10 84 11 3 
504 12 2 44,526 6 8 G2 LO) Le 
9m 20 22 U2 ,451> 10 4) 218 
8614 3 9,658 9 3 149 11 10 
11412 5 14,550 7 9 G Lie te 
65° 35 6,510 6 ID 161 14 6 
846 0 3 45/596) 132 263 18 1 
141) 8 Yh 28,262 9 3 413 8 
i ay a Litot 6 2} TOR ii 
TS i7e a4 14,494 8 38 iss 10°18 
LUZ" TL LO 125570 12-3 TOPE T aut 
2413 5 8335778... 5 &9 0 10 
As le” A 4,794 3 9 28 3° 9 
6418 4 7,259 9 i1 63a 7 oeL 
OF OFF 2 Sake Oa a oy 17 6 
39 «5-8 4,303 4 7 41 11 10 
6k Sid 12585 8 3 wisi. 8 
68 10 10 20,3582 12 5 57 14 11 
348 6 8] 24,789 19 9 RO oe 
1389 4 1 21fdos 2. 5 11416 9 
66. 555, 8 4,906 3 10 at Gacy 
SOS 128 2 2670 Onl LOOMIS Oe7, 
OM 79: eA D LUD Bot Reaper orrickicticg 
aihistcants sea 6,614 7 10 Oy AEE ie 
13,070 8 9 |982,228 4 414909 8 5 


Total 
Water Rates 
receivable 

to 30th 
June, 1923, 


£ Need: 
11,411 13 9 
9,206 19 8 
44,460 0 8 
6,751 19 8 
5,687 17 1 
TSiiiloetae 2 
14,572 14 9 
9,944 9 7 
8,691 4 1 
38,525 15 10 
31,954 3 5 
39,260 13 3 
13,946 8 5 
12,516 9 0 
6,183 0. 2 
20,520 11 8 
670m Oe I 
19,883 19 5 
8,249 3.0 
2357 6 1 
8,730 10 4 
2,404 19 0 
7,063 6 10 


13,432, a 3 
1,714 19 6 
a2. i le 
2,135 9 O 
26,621 13 8 
SQ dO 
220025 bel O 
1,533 16 17 
15,893 18 11 
sal B38 BSF at) 
2,763 2 4 
9,674 6 7 
1,474 5 5 
2,920 14 4 
1 O24 TSS 8 
9,599 10. 8 
2,070 10. 0 
13,593 19 2 
B25 -Oels 
9,520 7 8 
4,501 9 7 
2,151 18 9 
218) be 9) 
1,649 15.0 
, 10,461 4 8 
23,321 & O 
9.8177 3°" 5 
13,1907. 4 6 
11,399 9 11 
4,337 15 10 
17,484 1 °°8 
24,896.29 
5,067, 6 .4 
20,422 4 3 
104 6°6 
14,000 17. 1 
44,588 17 7 
12,455 6) 6 
9,808 1° 1 
14,556 19 8 
5,672), Le 5 
45,859 11 3 
235267 ier 
1,162 3 8 
14,627 19 2 
12,760 10 2 
3,426: Ono 
4,822..7 .-6 
(EET EA AY) MD) 
Sialalcy eal 
4,344 16° 5 
4.359 14 11 


24,891 1 4 
21,867 2 

4,928 12.1 
Zt O 


6,775 


6,6l4 7 
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Ward or District. 


Belmore Ward. 
Biigh Ward. 
Beurke Ward. 


Camperdown Wards 


Cook Ware. 
Denison Ward. 
Fitzroy Ward. 
Viinders Ward. 
Cipps Ward. 
Lang Ward. 


Macquarie Ward. 


Fhillip Ward. 
Pyrmont Ward. 


Alexandria. 
Annandile . 
Ashfield. 
Auburn. 
Balinain. 
Bankstown. 


3aulkham Hills Shire. 


Fexley. 


Bl»ektown Shire. 


Botany. 
Bulli Shire. 
Rurwood. 


Cabramatta and Canley 


Vale. 
Camden. 
Caumpbelitown. 
Canterbury. 
Colo Shire. 
Concord. 
Tarlington. 
Drummoyne. 
Dundas. 
Eastwood. 
Enfield. 


Ermington and Rydal- 


niere. 
Erskineville. 
Glebe. 
Granville. 
Homebush. 
Hornsby Shire. 
Hunter's Hill. 
Hurstville. 


Tllawarra (Central). 
Tilawarra (North). 


Ingleburn. 
Islands, The. 
Kogarah. 


Kuring-gai Shire. 


Lane Cove: 
Leichhardt. 
Lidcombe. 
Liverpool. 
Manly. 
Marrickville. 
Mascot. 
Mosman. 
Nepean Shize. 
Newtown. 
North Sydney. 
Paddington 
Parramatta. 
Petersham: 


Prospect and Sherwood. 


Randwick. 
Redfern. 
Richmond. 
Rockdale. 
Ryde. 


Smithfield and airfield. 


St. Peters. 
Strathfield. 


Sutherland Shire. 


Vaueluse. 


Warringah Shire. 


Waterloo. 
Waverley. 
Willoughby: 
Wollongong. 
Woollakra. 


City Council. 
Building Fees. 


—2298T =U 


F, J. HENRY, 


Assessor and Receivers 
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SuMMARY OF RATES FOR 
Number of Properties e er of erties : 
Pe Hable gion Semerece Sewerage Rates. liable rob edt at Drainage fe 
Ward or District, 1923, i RR (hones ea Periods 
ee ee ee eee (house and 
land), land). 
House, Land, House, Land. House. |: . Land. 
c. a Cee £8. Gs £- S- @ 
Belmore Ward ....cccecccccccece 1,569 28 9,030 3 3 95 16 7 cia lo Mass. aaa BoaateRneee ities 
Bligh. Ward....c:<ccssetsnseoecorss 2,067 90 9,612 8 8 156 15 1 943 39 332 92 1-45.38 
Bourke-Wardeussementeresssices 924 8 | 47,420 5 3} 220 19 10 oe cocaeesat) |) eT ee 
Camperdown Ward .........+6 1,837 92 5,863 5 11 oO a 1,833 99 563 -G SB | > Peete 
Cook: Ward Siescacccstaseee states <t 1,773 53 5,417 10 6 47 9 0 830 26 246 LE. Oo eercees 
Denison Ward --cceseesescssceses 1,140 15 | 11,832 14 5 112 19 10 505 6 468 18 6 sosateate 
Fitzroy: Ward, ‘tevtcschesearcncas 1,951 1020) V3svow Ore bne 200) al ae 35 122 16 41) econo 
Flinders Ward ,.....-.sseseeeess 2,414 69 O325 .o e0ae ser) 20 ee 1,573 64 495 9 114°) Sate 
Gipps-Wartd $:.050205°203..53354. 1,140 58 8,317 17 11 215 Wd 424 SS OS SE ce ee 
LET EET G WP ect ing-posdhos 1,383 43 | 36,457 1 3] 41012 7 53 1 56 6 0 seepage 
Macquarie Ward ............+5. 1,163 12 | 35,670 9 1 145 14 31» sisoek| © Ane] RRR See ee ee 
Phillip Ward @eevectacccaecesacere 172d 48 | 20,280 9 1 202.12 eeo 1,119 29 68612 TOS) See 
Pyrmont Ward) Seess.cessnesnoce 1,190 54 6,847 138 4 226 iy 74 30 2%. Bile er oueeeeee 
Alexanurid: civsaccscosechenes sere 3 prs ly 116 5,890 10 5 96 4 6 1,967 130 13153 12,9) eee 
Annandalé stciscnsteesteeeeteeees 2,826 85 6159 15 2 23 Bos 2,721 90 360 0 3 eee 
Ashfield aeeeeteeest atte seenteee 7,901 293 |\S1Si19 Tears) 226° 1d a0 6,199 284 oS 7ag2 eee 510 2 
A UDUTH © cstetteastansececdeettes ce 2: <r doa <a baceencrke ble eeenae 542 51 404 8 9 |= "lege 
Balmain vearsteneeeescsstiasecens 7,055 405 | 13,238 7 0| 218 15 $ 3,857 216 550 11 4 3.15 7 
IBANKSLOWD Sacsstcspates teste sates a Ter RA ee RCS nee eae ee 6 tee’ | eb eeee gs 
Baulkham Hills Shire ......... baa te al ekstreme | Meese 11 $0 53 18 4.1" Sisters 
Bexley, weeewtarscottoccetasc teste 1,734 191 4,028 611 Vere Ais}. sbi ts ace al. eseeoeeee 07 - vas 
Blacktown Shire ............06. Bohs oo pal TOMS Ee eee | eee cae veel | eayeeeeue: a 
IBotarlguaeectsincsosrsneceteen se or: 92 8 H23 BOUL 2 310 935 317 377 0 11 615 6 
Bulli Shire sc ciiestecssesectenese ee 3h ell Megat caceene. Veen Meee ies PP PTT 
IBUTWwOOd Secicteuctescee mee tees 3,715 PAIN IPAS ay 15) 187 12 6 2,131 125 738 12 4 017 0 
Cabramatta and Canley Vale ne) Seer em i der nsar, (C8) “otic ah bee |) Baw eececn | rr 
Camden: 2cacsittsestsen eee ne ere en me ee eee eM Stononate  e 
Campbelltowilse...sco.sssensccees abe RLS. OuerGorte «| > none ae cine seseseaea: go [c OMesaeeGnen 
Canterburymrccecemersscorsssttert 1,425 167 4,748 13 10; 10617 8 567 107 575 18 7 1 0 3 
Colo Shite” setre.terttecectesteeee an obedasged © papseaen chee a, meaoee ee nae i. 0hCU|!l:tC‘ SSS 
Concord ster eateees sate eee eee 1,540 402 4,165 0 5 167 3 9 ie ee AL hilt aces PBA 200 12 8 
Darling toriesccsusscsccesanscace 758 6 16227 OmnG 4 510 758 6 154 4 $§ | See 
Dramimoyne fi rstscesssee scores B02 228 7,073 0 8 URS i) 139 AO 43 4 8 194 11 11 
Dundas oniiesossctsceccese reece ees ee ohe NO. “REE Sey een ee eae : 5 Oh | Ddeetsc 9 
HIGALWOOGS Nerscscaisesceseavete ct san Pee Beier rte le. Aoaabed wae fee Vcc.  Rastoceegt 001 on 
gO 1G) bs edaeerena enaaeroeocccortadhe 1,596 190 2,620 15 2 56 11 O 708 83 162 19 1 335 4 0 
Ermington and Rydalmere ... a si 08 | Meee cecees Gen meee ve sao it | Sissy ph rr 
Brakineville.ctaissssetesessesaes 1G3a 28 3,034 1 4 L283 eS 1,629 26 322 18 10 | aveeenes 
Glebe eite See eee 4,340 75 | 11,589 11 6 o4 1492 3,727 65 887 11 99 |) eee 
Granville gasses sscccesneee teers 52 9 pps 2 a) ig (8) 16 6 6 I 10.) eevee 
IMomebushs ssresccsetertessertecs 434 89 1,148 6 11 38 10 1 . ot.) HERR Seances aes : 9 100A 
HLOTIS Dy, LUTE Mictraunsteeseedeece 385 47 1,286 0 0 Li236 220 Sh Re | kassi.a3.° Sr 
Hunters Hill istcc.cecreaeesate ee . SER el ta 2 es dle Ree ee iS Nae | eeeeseaem i 
Hurstville utes tieis ete ceceeteece 184 39 Syl JS} Th 9 3 10 170 53 504 12 2 5619 5 
Illawarra (Central)............... ate ooo eS onset ae uN 9) Fogcuee a: MEET oso ct 
Mlawarre (North) ccs:s-seesrac Bop ee eer eh emer ee Mos Me WOR 
yg le burn pereetsceseses -ceectasees: a0 Pr Chet ek |e ne ae odd SR Nica 
Uplands; Chey ccnsereccestonttets: ha Pa eet. Seoaeaeere on lh PA per a iS PT Fadecesd a 
Kogarah ....... be sce cnore ober 1,439 194 22973 lien sy Be 3} a: mt a Pall yb Peontiensiees 6 Deo 
Kuring-gai Shire;............0 9 & 49 ES SiS em peeses res ee | Fdecaeeet) © eas 
ane Cove wictitcrcestccne tenses: de ae te Ree sce ares ee Honeas te ete) CE. eee 
Leichhardt wt. cdaccscedsssetsdeeesce 6,400 394 | 11;085 6 I1 si ee: 4,197 226 685 7 0 i139 6 
TAA COMPO stictieetecctscoreten ce BOE xa ily Aatl' Jigmi wouie Mesias (ian mee anton ee vo PP Roe eadiws © 4 a cree 
TAVOPDOOl cc gedecaccsataesoatacnsens ae Rey a rere ee be fobsrek AS Woe he ees Bee 
Manly. gjecsctissccssscsshstaatostsete 2,802 240 | 14,203 12 11 | 26210 4 343 ‘18 188 8 8 2h j4 4 
Marrickville -atistiiis..o.ts.05 5220 9,424 278 | 20,874 11 4 145 17 O} 18 Ag ‘ 415 0 012 1 
WMASCOL  ccccesectanasencsetecctsaes 1,570 260 SHOR as 67 6 10 ane en PI can, 
Mosman | cscs sancespesecde naceucece 4,116 293 | 17,054 18 5) 315 -0 71 1,768 75 624 6 3 18 4 10 
Nepean Shite t2020050.-litssste5ce ane obs Doig, | apace eetat aman! gaara see Sic |S Ebdeddengy |p Tn 
INewtowllissstccrsscatncrencoettsne 6,103 89 | 14,218 9 8 8418 2 3,596 50 858 19 @ | >) aeeeeenes 
NorthiSydney.c..ccscs.ocsccctnse 9,454 597 | 38,205 19 10 | 680 17 11 3,179 266 1,200 17 2 1116 8 
Paddington Weecretasececesscetee ss 5,109 91 | 12,845 4 5 Sho eS 4,986 108 Ij214. 1 Tl i) eee 
Parramatta, “Venu AIES 2,218 230 | 5,481 16 2 84 15 10 1,418 489 508 17 4 614 7 
Peterslianty ccscasctcacestenees tern 5,594 135} 14,489 0 8] 211 6°6 5,363 123 1,313.19, 9 | - geen 
Prospect and Sherwood ........ 2 40 O33 * aul eee 108 130 15 6 QO } evens 
Rand with oatreccsstesssnene teste 8,525 715 | 35,6449 1 8] 66417 7 497 44 294 9h eo 125 Ome 
Redfern: ccssitrecscccceteccreccen.cs 4,747 29 | 14,745 12 1 43 14 10 4,727 28 275 8 0 | Spence 
Richmond. Wrrsesacseeeteeeteeeae es a Ty eee Wor tame MMO hea ue io © OLS Uidieees, «ne 
Rockdale 9 SFtssecstcetesc estan ce BHA 566 C9024 (ci Mee 200 US TES esos RInMan see Gan eee ines eames Li Sie 
Ryde aeticeescssercssenesesesctoens i= Be dP aomrenodt lle Ue \udseied aie feo | ae oceecsg i ea 
Smithfield and Fairfield ...... ane ee Pee er coe schds fk eatbon ar ide bee Cikeiccee 0) ne 
St. Petorsalcetticsscacccetenestec: 2,746 211 4,405 19 5 83 8 6 aes ok me Wat dee.0e 0p 
Strathfield se .csesscccesemeeeneeene 1,460 206 5,146 7: 6 159 15 10 623 31 241 7 9 8 0 4 
Sutherland Shire ............... Li St woe eiterch a IR Fess ; it [ff iets) 
Veiucluseiiveecstssccecosecetise wee 472 157 1,837 13 4 1L66),04 76h See er hie ae eres Senne 9114 6 
Warringah Shire” ............... ee Renee Wo Bo BeBe rick js Uses eee Ho pete yg Gl 9 gevesns cell all 
Waterloo We.iliee. ce ecttinesctees 2,403 198 5,952 2 4 102 15 7 2,139 78 OLOw ieee 27 sae 
Waverley...........+00. Esa nahaaaads 8,111 665 | 23,405 15 6] 487 2 9 1,952 353 624 4 3 67 ae 
Willoughby. Wiritesirese 4,681 427 Wo115420 93 be e2ol elSe0 1,185 4] sOeabl 10 “OMe 
Wollongon or .cs..-cnecesceer eet oee ee Ee cheers. ar HEB Bedone Re ecisgh bee | CMbnas sae here tall oases eo emoe 
Woollahra site. sc cc scceeeer tee 5,182 545 | 23,533 18 4{ 646 10 11 4,114 636 Sib eeo 56 Dae 
Sewerage Connection Fees ... a bias Ree | It | hedacte eee Scie Mee Meecn oot Me Gem disscor, 
Hee RAI Oil at Seo ‘ 
157,909 9,876 |607,475 9 8 |8,659 9 O 73,255 4,559 1) 22,472 3 1 153871) Oia 
a 


SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE CHARGES. 


New Properties 


dSSmCwOEGNS, | pewwe | tse mat 
ending 30th (house and 
aero arn. June, 1923, land), 
Sewerage, | Drainage. 
£ 8. dU. Sa a, £ B. ds Sees 
aris ee 9,555 12 2) 26114 6 
| 2591511} 1213 1] 1037517 2| 252 8 6 
li-cearta ‘| 57 49,451 0 91/1,50811 1 
64418 1|/ 43 1 1] 71861110| 487 1 10 
20619 7| 12 1 3| 593012 1) 8016 1 
535 6 0! 19 2 4/ 12969 1 1! 30912 1 
are ts 5 | Ee 15,461 15 10 | 215 14 10 
| 7490 8 11 918 11] 10.411 8 1| 30211 5 
Weaita. 3} 2 8,668 310| 56 8 3 
Paria 4 fee 37.934 14 1| 804 6 7 
Gree st or 36,553 9 7] BIS 15 4 
88713 1| 17 9 8| 2206416 8| 448 011 
150 8 ll 110 0| 72561 1} 1390 & 5 
99 4 6| 2016 1| 7260 8 3| 17213 9 
4218 0 31010| 67891711] 3415 1 
52814 9| 40 7 9| 2090718 1| 120 9 6 
we 8 10 10 41219 7 pints 
193 16 7 115 9| 14207 1 6| 7517 8 
er eo 5318 4 ee: 
age 1g oF... 4,253 1611| 11 4 0 
216 4 51% 917.7 1 117 7 
323 14 4| 171911/ 13,967 1 6| 141 4 6 
2538 6| 1312 8! 56,713 11 1} 49 6 3 
206 6 7 mea 4,739 3 0\° 38 B 6 
Bo & 010 5} 1.786 10 10 613 6 
266 14 7 013 0| 7,710 6.7| 58 6 8 
11519 1 611 7| 3,2971911| 3718 9 
212 6 05 0| 3,372 6 4 30.57 
117 4 1 9 3 2} 12,658 4 8) 92 610 
i eee 14716 8 ab i-¢ 
far te A>: 136312 1/ 11 511 
komt <4 iy is... 1,322 13 1 62 8 
1314 8| 351710 9271 0| 111110 
148 12 7 iach 3,191 17 2| 261911 
eee 49 8 8 ae 
388 14 5 8 1 5| 1232610 7) 491011 
720 6 9| 10 8 1} 15,4070 1| 17614 7 
465 7 8 0 6 8| 21,491 9 9| 94 211 
ae fe 3.18415 6| 1619 2 
388 410| 11 6 3| 18.412 0 8] 9913 0 
154 18 9 9 6 1] 15,326 11 8| 60 410 
840 1 1) 2312 5| 40,968 5 1/ 383 4 1 
258 1 7] 2313 1] 14422 4 8| 11014 0 
Toe 8 it 0 8 6.098 4-6) 46 & O 
29811 5| 26 8 1| 16289.6 5| 130 2 6 
jah ye oe. 8414 6 010 11 | 
1,499 17 9] 2117 4| 381841911] 82119 7 
1,560 17 9| 2218 1] 17,64810 911,425 8 4 
309 18 8 aie S494 te ow fae to 
88 7 9 athe 4,577 15 8| 2110 4 
173 7 7 918 3| 5,73816 8| 8719 0 
oer a, 3. git 19. | Sie 
{jah re 2,096 2 3! 33 12 10 
104.10 4 ee Li we ie ol” ae le € 
1,367 14 1| 38 5 4] 25,990 19 5{| 31711 10 
487 14 3 mile digs 0. 5 | © eh ise 3 
855 9 0} 8514 9| 26,993 4 5| 30415 5 
oe ae 11h 10 eee ee 
21,41. 19 7| 599 12 5 |662,108 2 7 10,648 4 7 


652,406 


19 m 
Arrears 
Total 
Net Nees on Saesice and 
Revenue, ist July, Drainage Rates, 
1922,” 30th June, 1923. 
£ ards Cees a cr, SF sold. 
9,293 17 9 117 6 9,295 15 3 
10,123 8 8 t6 10 | 10,128 6 6 
Ab, O42 BS Ih co leeines 47,942 9 8 
6,699 10 O 7D S' 6,706 12 5 
5,849 16 0 Oe Tige 5,850 -:°% 0 
12,659 9 0O ”™ QO Oe 12666990 
Fo.2468) Pe © 2-4 Q} 15,248 5:0 
10,108 13 8 010 6} 10,109 4 -2 
7G eer ease wee 8,611 15 7 
Se koOMme ae G ames ee 37,130 7 6 
BG.OSte ue Sol eo mesraes 36,034 14 3 
2).616 15. 9 Tt 6 + 21,624 O03 
A256 15 8 Be 0) 7,128 16 8 
7,087 14 6 a> ie 8 7,129 -2. 2 
6,755 ~2 10 217 32 6,758 O O 
DONS a 22 9 11] 20,809 17 8 
Al Waeeeee [ie 019 11 412 4 10 
f4 13) 3°10 11 16 9 | 14,143 -0- 7 
"63.18 4 are Naa taws: 
4,242 12 11 EP ih 4,254 4 10 
915 9 6| 31410) 919 4 4 
13,825 17 0] 1719 9| 13,843 16 9 
5,664 4 10 9 5 2] 5,673 10 0 
4.70017 6| 24 4 7| 4,725 2 1 
1,779 17 4 019 6 1,780 16 10 
7,651 19 11 9 5 4 7,661. 5 3 
3,260 12} 3 6 3] 3,263 7 5 
3,369 0 9| 10 9 7| 3,379 10 4 
12,565 17 10 414 4) 12,570 12 2 
IEE Milsy A eee 143 15 2 
1,852 6 2 318 9 1,356 4 11 
1,316 10 5 918 7 1,326 9 O 
915 9 2} 3 0 5] 918 9 7 
3.16417 3| 1214 4| 3,177 11 7 
49% &. Si) Brea 49 8 8 
12,276 19 8| 301411 | 12,307 14 7 
15,230 5 6] 21 3 4| 15,251 8 10 
21,397 6 10 sol? 2 i 243l .4 0 
3,167 16 4 32 13° 4 3,200 9 8 
18,312 7 8 35.16 10 | 18,348 4-6 
15,266 610| 35 1 9| 15,301 8 7 
40,580 1 0O 44 5 1) 40,624 6 I 
14,311 10 8 deo Li 14,316 16 7 
6,192 18 8} 7118 O 6,264 16 8 
16,159 3 11 alsin che Weel Os k Ong amo 
S40 5-7 419 7 89 3 2 
Se0a OMe OO ce eo hot. 4OG8 ae 
16,223" 2) 5 6 910] 16,229 12 3 
8,370 19 8| 2512 0| 839611 8 
4,556 5 41 209 1] 457614 5 
5,650 17 8 St 2b 6 5,681 19 1 
SIT Ske Oe menos: 8112 0 
2,062 9 5 lays 2 2,077 “2e-7 
6,664.19 6| 3411 6] 6,699 11 0 
Psy SWB es ager Gon ee Ey 25786 9-8 
12,446 1 9 23 127 7% | 12.469 14 “4 
26,688 9 0| 7218 3] 26,761 7 3 
NS ey A eee ae EDT Say 
651,459 18 O 946 9 1 Yds 
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Ward or District. 


e 


Belmore Ward. 
Bligh Ward. 
Bourke Ward. 
Camperdown Ward. 
Cook Ward. 
Denison Ward. 
Fitzroy Ward. 
Flinders Ward. 
Gipps Ward. 

Lang Ward. 
Macquarie Ward. 
Phillip Ward. 
Pyrmont Ward. 
Alexandria. 
Annandale. 
Ashfield. 

Auburn. 

Balmain. 
Bankstown. 
Baulkham Hills Shire. 
Bexley. 

Blacktown Shire. 
Botany. 

Bulli Shire. 
Burwood. 
Cabramatta and Canley Vale. 
Camden. ' 
Campbelltown. 
Canterbury. 

Colo Shire. 
Concord. 
Darlington. 
Drummoyne. 
Dundas. 

Eastwood. 

Enfield. 

Ermington and Rydalmere. 
Erskinevile. 

Glebe. 

Granville. 
Homebush. 
Hornsby Shire. 
Hunter’s Hill. 
Hurstville. 
Illawarra (Central). 
Illawarra (North). 
Ingleburn. 

Islands, The. 
Kogarah. 
Kuring-gai Shire. 
Lane Cove. 
Leichhardt. 
Lidcombe. 
Liverpool. 

Manly. 
Marrickville. 
Mascot. 

Mosman. 

Nepean Shire. 
Newtown. 

North Sydney. 
Paddington. 
Parramatta. 
Petersham. 
Prospect and Sherwood. 
Randwick. 
Redfern. 
Richmond. 
Rockdale. 

Ryde. 

Smithfield and Fairfield. 
St. Peters. 
Strathfield. 
Sutherland Shire. 
Vaucluse. 
Warringah Shire, 
Waterloo. 
Waverley. 
Willoughby. 
Wollongong. 
Woollahra. 
Sewerage Connection Fees, 


Fi 


F, J, HENRY, Assessor and -Reeeiver,- 
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SuMMARY OF BUILDING OPERATIONS, 
Return of Properties erected and assessed during the year ended 30th June, 1928, together with the cost 
of new buildings and additions to old properties. 
‘ Cost of Buildi 
Number of New Buildings. | fineldine addi icney, (including Addi eae 
Ward ot District. | 
To To To To To To 
31 Dec., | 30 June, Total 81 Dec., | 30 June, Total, 31 Dec, 30 June, Total. 
1922 } 19238. - 1922. 1928. 1922, 1$23. 
Belmore: Ward soci. cinasseemesnnsanan fe teemeces 4 5 9 4,881 4,720 9,601 50,900 34,050 84,950 
Bligh Ward t.y...«c2secmenevueueeoeenecenacteee 11 7 18 3,199 6,323 9,522 25,461 53,606° 79,067 
Bourke "Ward .sasdepenase sauseneeeee eee as 9 7 16 20,708 21,293 42,001 189,070 101,034 290,104 
Camperdown Ward wee. cauqueseunseorene eras 9 9 18 8,416 599 9,015 128,550 34,550 163,100 
Cook “Wiard « ).s.:.stantenc enn t etna comets 3 3) 6 1,892 2,895 4,787 22,200 40,300 62,500 
Denison (Ward. s2- eee tach eee 10 4 14 9,629 1,689 11,318 72,985 14,610 87,595 
Fitzroy Ward.,... steiner ct eee tee 10 5 15 24,048 4,763 28,811 186,078 29,200 215,278 
Flinders Ward forcseteaaeaarane ate. eest oeeee 9 12 All 4,772 2,409 7,181 47,490 15,340 62,830 
Gipps Ward......cseaeacte anita ieen ere 4 = 4 2,453 939 3,392 16,900 14,100 31,000 
Lang Ward 0. ..saentes covoucnaee cate tae aae 15 2 ny 18,649 11,192 29,841 97,608 201,212 298,820 
Macquarie Ward s.0aqe sa poner tee ee 16 12 28 | 11,330 | 12,107 | 23,437 49,050 33,400 82,450 
Phillip Ward sceterecs eetcaieen sar he enaeace ieee 2 10 12 3,754 18,819 22,510 27,482 84,990 112,472 
Pyrmont, Ward Wxcscsenice weiner een eae ie I 1 2,050 611 2,661 46,120 8,200 54,320 
Alexandriaccs stages cece: oe eee 14 5 ue) 2,000 435 2,435 19,294 6,665 25,959 
Annandale 2 o.:.1suseie teats tet orton 10 6 16 1,098 2,400 3,498 6,910 10,675 17,585 
Ashfield 2 7e ns salvansmmpenasoaacetetes (easter 156 136 292 | 12,226 | 11,734] 23,960 | 134,323 | 120,168 | 954,491 
PAT DUT nen ae Were dehasatledtioecs uiseee sees 94 82 176 4,605 5,657 10,262 56,465 74,794 131.259 
BANGIN siyi5c, cash ececnae es ete eee 21 14 35 3,054 1,489 4,543 29,188 18,890 | 38,078 
Bankstown. scr ceteter miata tetee kane rene 158 95 253 7,459 6,020 13,479 78,487 64,677 143,164 
BaulkhameHills.ssctceamcsstimeten. pate ees 21 4 25 2,438 784 3,222 14,410 3,920 18,330 
Bexley ie, cote ciencncsat tiene capes crm treme 95 89 184 6,244 6,844 13,008 65,860 70,591 136,451 
Blacktown) Shinescs.snadmaeeeeaie ee eeee aaa 3 44 74 1,879 2,427 4,306 | 16,895 21,440 38,335 
BOLAILY pve tnis is eaeueee Mean ate tices meuentioe 19 ie 31 939 703 1,642 9,945 8,525 18,470 
Bulli Shires oracecceese ener eee Peeters 11 23 34 1,137 1,022 2,159 10,426 11,605 22,031 
BUT WOOG fissass secs tere TO Reco eectere 76 60 136 6,723 7,293 14,016 74,147 65,343 139,490 
Cabramatta and Canley Vale ............... 27 27 54 856 987 1,843 6,531 10,857 | 17,388. 
Camden oevccanas vaecae cote Mires Coe ams escapees 3 ® 5 172 545 Ta 2,400 10,950 13,350 
Campbell tOwi <i.0cscs<esstsvenendal, on den esiees 5 4 9 574 5 aS 851 6,830 3,700 | 10,530 
Canterbury i. ..01-..sdenedasaneoncos. einueces 563 514 13077 35,140 Sahl 717 68,317 264,710 351,202 615,912 
CONCOrde rece: seni y acta ele Lerten, tc emer ee 206 188 394 13,330 12,839 26,169 149,430 139,483 | 288,913 
Darlinigtons,...sseccsecs cis. one oe ete tae ae ec 1 iI 2; 250 } 140 390 . 1,060 . 1,400 . 2,460 
DDrUIM MO VMs ces crac.n. ss misteorn tess. tos acaLene 146 142 288 17,449 10,33] 27,780 320,290 113,867 434,157 
Damas. c.cos senses teasomt ou ceaneent saa teen tees 48 34 82 3,667 1,918 DoS. 49,270 24,840 74,110 
Hast wood ieiund a. aanecneen neater tain cesenmane 14 16 30 761 977 1,738 7,780 12,540 20,320 
Bmifiel d oeuseac ae anecciene cette tetas bstorer 98 90 188 5,070 6,004 11,074 56,234 72,370 128,604 
Ermington and Rydalmere ...............60 5 6 1] 162 308 470 1,750 3,654 5,404 
Hrskinevillescs-n.caemcc eee ee ee ] 3-4 4 94. 105 199 1,800 1,598 3,398 
GG bei hs ans ane oes ane eaeee dae teat here. 3 4 er 1,701 G59 2,660 17,255 7,960 Zo;210 
Gran Ville ca.cscs gue ateete eer teres eens 70 78 148 2118} 3,922 7,135 40,123 41,354 81,477 
Tome bush —cvcs so. eeeeatee eee nee teen ee 58 Da 85 5,084 1,480 6,564 49,155 31,415 - 80,570 
Hornsby Shire: cn... cseaasee sina te cts Setecten: 98 82 180 6,565 5,955 12,520 | 69,211 59,020 128,231 
Harh ters ill 4eeeaee ae ce dash deans ene nett 84 25 109 5,113 1,605 6,718 2 63,270 26,723 89,998 
Hurstville ceces kates Aenea eet see. ote, 119 131 250 “isi 6,980 14,697 78,500 85,937 164,437 - 
Mlawarra (Central) (...3 cet. docsdes so noes tse 9 21 30 455 1,454 1,909 5,016 21,989 27,005 
Mawarra (North) cin sectidardecce cess ecee 9 6 15 - 298 236 534 4,385 4,405 8,790 
ive le DwEn Fen ccn oe cas ae coset eee eee arene 1 1 2 98 184 282 | 630 400 1,030 
Aslands, “Lhe ce testes coset ee ethane teed Ae Be fs sae San ats shy a oe 
KOgarah ce. csnstecsascdodecesenees some taacotentees 176 128 304 10,500 7,825 18,325 116,724 $0,825 207,549 
Kuring-gai Shire 5. i.d:sasqeeodceser .baseewceans 127 103 230 11,037 11,720 22,757 128,116 148,690 276,806 
Dime | Coves oy vccuscessct tee scot tent 208 189 388 13,475 12,502 25,977 163,064 152,713 315,777 
Leichhardt irscscsvsessateeeetie tc cas kc ou ane 28 37 65 7,868 3,869 11,737 132,957 107,427 240,884 
LAGCOM DG saan cece castcaasuuck Ge eee eee eee 80 103 183 3,692 4,357 8,049 45,745 41,395 87,140 
Liverpool asuructissnsctetitisn mttaer 15 12 27 TNT 511 1,288 5,960 6,026 11,986 
UVL ari liy autres esse oeetorits ise Mae cer ek tee ore 15. | 127 242 17,606 17,184 34,790 162,198 145,642 307,840 
Marrickyvillesi ance nuctees teste te ee een 126 | 102 228 10,215 10,206 20,421 + 99,316 103,415 202,731 
MASCOGL stra caenm case acta emcee eee ee ee eee 4] | 30 i 2,803 1,454 4,257 24,624 LEST 36,601 
Mosman Si coy ecasustiee eat Bees Wl 93 164 9,296 2,576 11,872 90,943 110,601 201,544 
NG DCAD Risiocecca sneer tee ocnree Urceeeeee Sef) at me fet sfc ian rt bite =a 
ING WLOS Disscoccccactet cere aaah aes ice ee 20 a 27 3,253 1,516 4,769 28,655 20,034 48,689 
North Sydneyincacciec tcacct cee eee 136 99 235 16,522 14,536 | 31,058 164,064 136,378 300,442 
Paddington veteen cccnacome omen eee ire 15 9 24 4,461 2,558 7,019- 34,630 27,475 62,105 
Parramattancc taceecai acer mee tan teen 38 29 67 4,291 P32, 6,023 40,109 23,485 63,594 
Petersham tndcers ce cere ne Sees 40 4] ‘81 5,937 3,641 9,578 58,552 38,688 97,240 
Prospect and Sherwood memes een teen 94 108 202 4,438 5,815 10,253 57,185 €6,080 123,265 
Bran d.witk vied tvtaoncmeete rete cts oe ee ee 356 356 GZ 34,998 31,264 | 66,262 357,945 400,648 758,593 
Redfern sGfas ausnaleoninstanalene seers seem tens Rene cee 2 4 6 5,636 1,208 6,844 68,115 16,685 84,800 
Richmond... 0. gscewece atone rece ne eee 3 1 4 - 157 58 245 1,150 * 500 1,650 
Rockdalemnns terrae rece ee ete: en eee 196 184 380 12,482 12,187 24,669 134,027 131,005 265,032 
Ryde POON AC AL DO is EONS TaI MESEE oman ser 181 140 Avell RO RZAN 19,717 29,932 120,206 109,478 229,684 
Smithfield and Fairfield ...............s00000 54 40 94 2,205 1,361! 3,569 26,440 14,800 41,240 
St. Peters 's. Seceeacmea ee te ee ee 23 27 50 1,240 2,632 a8 tes 16,755 24,453 41,208 
Stratificldi: ecw: een see eyo Nearer 98 94 182 6,658 8,565 Tes eas 75,653 82,728 158,381 
Dutherlan des [pester a anes exe cee F Say Gate se oe “. é us 
Vaucluse sates se steesrenersstersavnndssessos sons 30 44 74 3,805 4,433 8,238 41,406 50,655 92,061 
Warringal: Shire giae ye ee ee 132 9] 223 6,130 4,325 10,455 64,950 43,605 108,555 
Waterloos.iic occ ee oe ee 21 4 25 2,205 199 2,494 29,693 1,950 31,643 
Waverley sts eleissitienicloveis Ae verisielte oaiee eens are neato 176 281 457 26,911 36,311 63,222 237,208 302,365 539,573 
long ey sisidatn siassinaianarelae ve oe ee seer arene See ee 273 287 560 21,547 22,504 44,051 263,007 257,787 520,794 
eae rinisteie nist carob cio a mame ete Ee 37 25 62 2,081 1,383 3,464 25,079 15,873 40,952 
AU uinpiors sivas ccemibie sivwa Geet ones tetee Cree lil 119 23 17,432 16,423 33,855 172,148 170,597 342,745 
RNA PNT as He 5,398 4,954 | 10,352 | 553,315 |. 490,125 11,043,440 5,658,503 | 5,011,529 10,670,032 
ys =e errr San eh > > —$_—__—— —— ————— 
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Meter BusINEss. 
Number of Readings each Month. 


1922. 1923. 
July‘... ae .» 18,680 January Hi Beh hes 
August rar 2. 98,054 February... cree 4008 
September... ~se) et, 2308G March ... Ah oon oh ey LOE 
October ch Py PALI: April ... as re Us 
November... A) cr! AY May... tr ve. 91,696 
December ... ss Ohi, oe Laos liner vr, ys? a, 6 DODO 


Readings are taken according to meter earnings, either monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or yearly. 


Number of Meters in Operation. Earnings. Meters 
oe Se et ee ee a el Recording Number of 
| | comageen | ane 
Eparmae fear gee ta oe EE pS Ronee | pe tna . 

Year ended 30 June, 1915 ........0.00005 39,120 1,372 146,492 13,525 16,779 105,314 

ry 300%  IGIGS Mak. tecee 43,763 1,294 157,623 14,857 17,283 123,850 

39 SO ere LOLI Pe eeacetncee 46,914 1,347 143,692 16,257 24,755 121,451 

99 SQ cee LOLS 4d 2 th deletes 50,777 1,255. 141,974 17,370 30,591 126,785 
ds Sie seme LO LOD. ochre cmtaaacnss 55,303 1,299 174,158 18,653 29,870 156,036* 

Pr SUE spree O20 ee rwstaaceet: 60,773 1,355 185,660 20,426 32,675 154,082 
> SOM ea LODE eck ccthaeaces 66,373 1,132 223,984 22,429 40,342 111,580¢ 
- SOM oe LOD Dik ate estes Sa sien = ts 69,749 1,116 227,387 24,088 46,640 107,899 

as nse LOLS) oss vecccnesiecos 74,247 1,144 231,543 25,404 49,490 112,631 


_* Includes readings hitherto taken in July. + Meters yielding a revenue for excess water of 10s. per annum and under, read annually 
instead of half-yearly. $ Subject to minimum meter charge of 5s, per annum from 1st July, 1921, to cover cost of reading and book-keeping, 


Classification of the meter earnings for the past year :—~ 


: £ 
Trade and Industrial Pass ft be BY ih bX re oe 


Government, Federal and State, including Business and Industrial 
Undertakings .., ort aa Ais ie eBid ner ee OL,O08 
Domestic (House and Gardens)... 0. ete tee ew 38,262 


£231,543 


REGISTERED Rate Lists. 
Tn those cases where owners, trustees, or agents are responsible for the payment of rates on a number 


of properties (minimum, three), the Board, upon request, registers a list and forwards a statement of amounts 
due for twelve months, the list holder having the option of paying in half-yearly instalments if so 
desired. In these cases the ordinary rate notices are not served on the tenants. 


SumMary cf business under this heading for the year. 


Private Lists. Agents’ Lista. Government Lists. Totals. 
Properties Properties Properties Properties 
Number. included Number. included Number. included Saas included 
thercin. therein. therein. S therein. 
12,898 103,184 274 27,400 86 4,500 13,258 135,084 


REVENUE AND OTHER RECEIPTS. 


are CO ae 


Year ended 
50th June, 1923, 
£ 
Received over counter.....s.esssccsseesessoee het ort rey ee sedate Sree shatuines SARDEE EAC eD sinee| 902,171 
RGU AEM emit anCes? Surcccdraccs waaca cat remem See ten iesioloer eax tacmeented Piney retina tees | 621,756 
Treasury credits for rates, &c., due by Government Departments .......0.ccceseeeee oes | 119,791 
Outdoor Staff collections............ S10). Sogo BUDA SUBD SHE SAAS pansoDR ea OB SOE iGaDRab AbaDULEoOUHODOeT 68,469 
pote Wreceiptatenvcc.csavcecou sires aege pviavatrdeanioument sounticane Matches. a danse Betas 1,712,187 
Less repayments to votes ..... Tata oc aeeesbied enteenaueane Su rauertrgatagembnaenst 44,501 
drocei DtE— Revenue’ DLOPel iss fssstares ibueesieteetecvareccatcetneds: facets ral dies betes: 1,667,686 
Number of postal remittances Bh A EE ESE a AE ae ee Sonne “ 69,716 
Number of receipts issued on all accounts ....,,,....... Geemd KP pcaniader do caienl.s Mine aceite 397,368 


PEELED Ta EE AN NL le ENROL Rt A ELPA 
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TABLE showing amount of Uncollected Rates and Charges at tne end of each of the last six years :— 


Year ended 30th June. 


1918, | 1919 » 1920. ~ | : 1921. | 1922, | 1923. 
£8 d. £ ee, ad, Pte eed. 4 tone ey eek. £s. d. £ 4a. GG. 
House property— 
Water rates iis, bees eee 6 8 9 15 222 471510} 9815 6!.108 9 6! 120 2 4 
Sewerage Talos | vaccermncr nee cee eee 41810 511 6 34 510] 57 6 6 49 1 0 4617 1 
Drainage rates ..........:. RPE VTSEL, Ill 4 01 0 Ze G a ae ky 1 611 6 1 4 
Vacant land— 
Water TatOS, .ccccceeee ete 1,833 14 11 2,321 9 5 |2,335 17 2.13,231 12 7 /3,888 17 9 |4,185 2 6 
Sewerage EDUCS ctececncccaratecsnter one 708 1 4] 798 9 7 708 15 56] 822 4 5; 812 1 6] 61210 2 
Drainage rates i.cicccsococrcoccescoccs Sano aes 47 8 6 52 8 10 68 16 3 69 1 9 7311 6 
Government property— 
WAGE TOGOS Tot cctecs ccc cecactaacicceacke 84 28.28 1 SSOOtT Te rleee eee 4419 6 76 511 31130 
Sewerage Dl MRR eM ag de 308 15 10 2) 2a 0 “23 8l 7 0 1415 9 1510 9 
Dreinage tates. aiccssascceiaces cuices, fa teadaeesc, BL este ee ee ee eee 0 92552 019 2 
Government meter accounts ...... Dy eb ee sect otelns 1 9 541,418 3 83} 55712 6 {1,252 11 9 
Guarantee Bond Accounts— : 
Water cae hesiatangtetsnersetenemttie mn 2171 9 6 7 D8 Tas 63 18 10! 151 5 O! 194 1 4 
Cowarage fe .cistetacr cee ek. ees 5 14 10 TTB DES . bescavenaneciata: eaeeeaenees ; 16 6 10 
Oek deed CU eee gc Bo: eee, ET ePID, OY cae ea hae ee TQ PO. be caeeee aan 65 15 4* 
Garden sashaactecteceesnsea teem tT ee: eee es ORG UO" Se eee O 10a Qual: ees 41 “3 9* 
Rnecial fees’ Ki Cece ee eres! ae eaten) ree ie 7) ee were 028501 aa 13 12 6* 
Meter accounts .............. Acrneeer 151210] 10210 3] 22813 8| 48819 3]. 129917 9} 205 1 4 


* The collection of these outstanding fees was suspended owing to the embargo against the use of hoses which the Board was ‘fcrced to impose 
A. in March, 1923. The Board has approved of four months’ rebate being granted in cases affected by the restrictions. 
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Rates and Charges for Water, Sewerage, and Stormwater 
Drainage, 


WATER. 
General Rate— 


9d. in £ of assessed annual value (minimum charge, 10s. per annum), 


Charges for Water Supplied by Meter, 
General Scale— 


ls. per 1,000 gallons ; minimum charge of 5s. per annum. 


Special Scale— 
Upper Canal—above Prospect Reservoir.—3d, per 1,000 gallons. 
Lower Canal—Prospect to Pipe Head.—éd, per 1, 000 gallons. 
Wollongong and South Coast Districts.—1s. 6d. per ”1,000 gallons up to 10,000,000 gallons per 
annum; 10d. per 1,000 gallons in excess of 10,000,000 and up to 20,000,000 gallons per 
annum ; 9d. per 1,000 gallons in excess of 20,000,000 gallons per annum. 


Ingleburn and Minuto, Richmond, Colo Shire.—1s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons. 


Charges for Rent of Meters. 
Size of Meter. Payable in wavaiies Size of Meter. Payeble'in advaaoe. 
inches. fs. d. inches. a Be Os 
Ordinary  .s...c.csseereeee 3 0 6 0 Byllways sisiiiissesesas ses 3 218 8 
Big Uadscstuabdesstcce 1 070 OL IMatypecdec.-eacccteces ss 3 2a lees, 
7 MRR Rae 1} 0 8 6 Se ee 4 2 8 10 
RNMMMEES fo fcvieveces cows us 13 010 O Wallwayit s.scss.sssssseese 4 3 11 10 
Mma hes bedehses capes 2 111 9 BBS Hear eta: Sor 6 812 1 
Holl waVvarercccersecscnnessses 2 2 9 3 


Meters 2 inches and upwards include valve and by-pass. 


Fee for testing meters in position, size 14 inch and under, 15s.; over 1} inch, according to time 
taken. These fees are only charged when meter is tested at consumer’s request and proves correct. 


Special Kees.— Water supply without Meter for Gardens, Live Stock, and for Trade Purposes, etc. 


Gardens— 
Fee 5s. per annum for areas up to 500 square feet, and 2s. 6d. for every additional 250 square 
feet or portion thereof. 
Maximum area for which measurement fee is allowed is 2,000 square feet. 
Use of fixed or supported hose, revolving spray or mechanical sprinkler not allowed. 
Meters must be fixed where water is to be used for garden purposes, otherwise than in accordance 
with above conditions. 


Stock— 
Fee 5s. per annum for each horse or cow maintained on any premises supplied with water. 
Maximum allowed without meter, six head of stock. 
2s. 6d. per annum for each horse or cow maintained on ratable premises not actually supplied with 
water. 


Trade Purposes, etc.— 


Gas and oil engines of 2 h.p. and under, 5s. per annum. Every additional h.p. beyond 2 h.p., 
2s. 6d. per annum. 
Steam boilers up to 3h.p., £1 per annum, Ever ny additional h. ay beyond 3 h.p., 5s, per annum. 


Photography, and any like sores HED ... O58. perannum minimum, 
Tripe-cleaning _... a sb ors B68 Bey we 8, a + 
Tiring Ag ad oF ae see oe aes Sa se, SEF 53 pe 
Laundries .. re ies oe ae wide os ace iOS; " es 
Dyers as ; are ves As: eee one oat se LOS. - * 
Condiment- making yes ees sie eee e. wine vee (OB. 5 
Bottle-washing... ro ee ves oF sed cas Sie OS, Ps - 
Smallgoods (sweets) ee wed e oes et ved sae, FOR < ¥ 
Waterfalls and fountains va va S69 ant as snag 8. 3 i 
Shop-fronts, by hose ay ; 5s. - ; 
Ordinary dental spittoons, where meter cannot be convenient]; y fixed... 10s. ‘f i 
Fountain dental pee where meter cannot be conveniently fixed... 40s, - . 
Washing vehicles.. ve a bs “es 6 oe ay Bie n * 
Washing motor cars, etc. ue ; 2 ve stk speek OSs P 4 


The Board reserves the right of aaa: upon a meter being fixed, notwithstanding the acceptance 
of a special fee, if circumstances ‘warrant it. Water 
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Water for Building Purposes de 

Buildings to be used either wholly or partly as dwelling houses, 3d. per cubic yard on the cubical 
contents. ; 

For all other buildings the supply is required to be either by meter or at the above-mentioned rate 
per cubic yard as the Board shall determine. 

For buildings estimated to cost not less than £2,000 the builder may, irrespective of whether the 
building is designed wholly or partly for residential purposes, have the option of taking the water by meter. 

Plastering purposes only, 3s. per room, 

Erection of stables, wash-houses, chimneys, piers, coppers, brick walls, &c., 3s. per rod of brickwork. 

Concrete for foundations of wooden blocks, stone cubes, or other form of permanent roadway or 


pavement, £1 1s. per 1,000 square yards of road surface. 
All other concrete, brickwork, or masonry, 2d. per cubic yard as measured on the work 


Sewerage, 
General Rate.—104d. in £ of assessed annual value. 


Stormwater Drainage Rates. 


These rates are levied in respect of lands and tenemeuts situate within the boundaries of the 
drainage area defined by survey, and proclaimed in respect of each stormwater drain vested in the Board. 
The Act provides that the rate to be levied in respect of each drain shall be fixed so as to yield an amount 
of revenue not in excess of the interest payable upon the capital cost of the drain and the expense of 
maintenance of the same, 


The rates levied under the above provisious are as follow :— 


A uniform drainage rate of 1d.in the £ of the assessed annual value in respect of lands and tenements 
situate in any drainage area, which are liable also to payment of a sewerage rate. 


In respect of lands and tenements situate in any drainage area which are not liable for payment of 
a sewerate rate, drainage rates, varying from 2d, in the £ to 7d. in the £ of the assessed annual 
value, are charged according to the annual interest and maintenance charges to be met in respect 
of the drains embraced in the 34 proclaimed areas. 

F J. HENRY, 
Assessor and Receiver, 
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TanLe T.—Showing Average Composition of Watcr in Metropolis, 1922-23, 
Parts per 100,000. 


| Nitrogen in— 
; f 5 Oxygen 
Source, | Colour, Chlorine, he ahecrbed! Iron. 
| Amresia. |“Ammonia, | Nitrates. 
| 

Gitte dade ccc Suet teas etksaccscassentetessees 15:9 2-32 -0002 ‘0072 ‘0025 0826 0240 
IMOPTHIS VANOY...0csvrserssceersvocccenssessessane 16-2 2°33 ‘0001 ‘0072 -0027 -0840 “0314, 
IMINSSINIATL ch os socarcceninacscescineutanects'sts ses 18-5 2°30 O001 -0073 “0031 “0870 0346 
SUA ITE <4 « cia, cate akladelcelnne ¢Neicutte slaeitaie'eteietie:e si 4:3 2-34 “0001 “0072 0028 “0890 0203 
LDTUERMOYVNG: avslssilaamienuvenst sce aenaeeesaless Teal aro -0002 0064 0026 0687 0256 
Panna ata, Avs cdeccedee ne ds cle waesk epesiop ele vaecs 20-0 2°32 “0002 “0089 -0028 “0904 “0500 
AMANO IE) cc dodeedtecsateetsescacepesiasecsrastes.on 11:8 2:30 ‘0001 -Q072 ‘0027 ‘0910 “0175 
Therchibardth cecaer dee tendasds os oes cones ccceesscerts 11-1 2°33 “0001 ‘0072 -0027 ‘0855 0210 
Cirle Ties scant cteceaiceattnetio sete seo vriaste uneimtineesiass 38-0 2°35 -0002 ‘OO6L “0018 -0677 0532 
AR GGATADE caer ee casesarcsnesecessactcecessneasccas 18-3 2°35 -0002 “0069 ‘0025 0783 0466 
[ST ON ea aah le ae ines: See: 2 eee 13-4 2°33 -0000 “0071 -0025 ‘O851 -0210 
bitiratoalles a cescceks ceetaceesseersecneacceies ocd 14-1 2-32 “0002 “0074 “0026 ‘0862 022-4 
WADbTOONA.....cccreccerseererserreessrrceeecwens 57-0 2:36 0003 “0069 0022 ‘0713 0633 
FEV xn cscs. cease ned onnasicupeacassnenecsensanrene 32° 2°30 -0002 -0078 -0025 -0845 0425 
PUD HE RAT EVILU ccaees caerdsiclow as a> tins sine eosicleintelne 18-8 2°30 “0001 -0065 -0023 -0647 +0298 
TidGOmi Dar Sccrssdcatue te case nads cesasic sissies ese ree 13-0 2-32 -0003 ‘0074. -0026 -0893 *0217 
UC yitran) se sAgooobe bart se pcRhannbecnpudk cub cosrincdte 21:3 2°32 “0001 -0070 ‘0029 ‘0820 *0282 
Godiri eal Lome te enccen iecusscccs cscs srleciecsaion= ccs 23:7 2:37 “0003 -0070 -0025 ‘0730 -0300 
USE AOVIG) eedcadododubdadbobokcnecsargade de topeone 10-0 2°34 0003 -0066 ‘0027 ‘0715 0142 
EC ARTETED | ih oane OUOR Ob AUCHO ODE OSREIGRDOOT CIC Csr 10-0 2-34 “0001 0065 “0025 :0765 -0163 
Re pree HILO Meant socet cee aatie dss Ceasesiinescsisssccp 12-6 2°33 “0001 ‘0064 “0027 -0783 0204. 
MT EM OUNV Etec cee atiecieis ce-> oleintie osiesin:oe 6 se 11-0 2°35 “0001 “0064. “0027 “0780 0163 
PERSO eat tee vate aitoe cadsicesaaccinsinciase sin 30°0 2°35 “0002 ‘0068 “0029 0754. 0435 
Ashfield ..... Dike AeoCt sb SOBER EARLE eae 15-7 2°34 “0001 0063 “0025 ‘0716 0280 - 
MARAE DUT YD cocatencageszo conser ssracenesceecssees 15-2 2°33 “0002 0074 0024 ‘0850 “0260 
Berea WIRE ees « aiosldoc isis s sise'a Seis duet viene 11-0 2-30 -0002 ‘0076 “0024 ‘0870 -0220 
IUFRO OteerenemaN dese osiepleisctierceeccsce erases 11-0 2°33 ‘0005 ‘0078 -0025 ‘0847 0148 
Crown-street Reservoir .....-...cssesesssscees 10:2 2734 “0003 -0072 -0020 ‘0918 -O118 
WicHEGUUANM cisitnstaet ss apneges cera sscwacescss sass 29°5 2:37 “0006 ‘0070 -0026 ‘0817 0327 
WENA TSC Oe o Siars etatc oleh a os <Ta'd hs clare lee splesivee cies’ 22-1 2°30 “0002 “0059 “0024 ‘0760 “0250 
BACON ODOT strc afer gte cise es s.00 esc oasien dessees 15-0 2:38 -0003 -0064 ‘0026 ‘0725 -0200 
ETA AN eetenites vecacie ieee ceteeecanecapasstyess 18:3 2-31 -0002 ‘OOTL -0026 -0846 -0266 
(NEARER OLS VINO) Fos cay decesioiisc'eiciee vassals sitincie ce scs ses 29-4 2°33 “0002 ‘0071 -0028 0823 0248 
TG WAG iiroracacie same usieaulovins ices seewecsacees 13-5 2°33 “0003 ‘0071 0026 ‘0857 -0148 
VV A VOULG Yes ces ssiccevossreosacceerees Lar Raee 16:7 2°35 “0002 -0068 0027 ‘0767 ‘0240 
DOCH ERO Meee seers cetacean Wuibiees ac'cas'eris ecle slocina’s sss 20-0 2°32 “0002 -0073 0023 -0883 “0411 
WATE ROTICUIAY cegcceseccases seotccasaces sei oeas sees 11-2 2-31 ‘0001 -0076 ‘0025 -0886 0233 
VRE LO eect ncn atseees aes i iss dacint cess ooudens. 12-7 2°35 ‘0002 -0069 * -0026 ‘0818 -0186 
ISO.CN TTY <2: 2tgoaqeondagarocl BF pitieaL aces 0 Cor aaEE Eee 34:3 2-36 -0003 -0069 -0026 “0800 -0460 
MMBC ES oo. sia rineinacoesceiiede's en uncaacceis apes cance 333 2°34 0002 “0072 0025 ‘0773 ‘0373 
Averagé for Metropolis........ Be aioli Us tisitedia 19-0 PLB P! “0002 0071 0025 0813 | -0278 
Average for 1921-22 ........ RIS ee aut Cag esles 18:3 2°31 -0001 ‘0074 ‘0025 0853 | 0294. 


TaBLE IJ.—Activated Sludge Plant at North Sydney Outfall. 


This installation was operated to its full capacity during the year, and continued to produce satir« 


factory effluents. 


The following table shows the amount treated for each month of the year, together 


with the amount of sludge formed. This was, as before, passed into the septic tanks, and none sent to 


5a. 


Cubic yards 


| Cubic Yards 


Gallons of Sewage Gallons of Sewage 
S f slud f sl 
treated. fore treated, pre 
1922; 1923. 
“lh J Waneicecoogmeneensee 62,258,000 2,169 JSANUAT YAU sasiccs cores 63,346,500 10,954. 
NUP US tin eetenees cee 63,610,100 5,218 Be bruarye sersresesses 51,079,400 9,854 
September ......... 61,558,200 2,015 Marchiaien ea ceereces: 53,965,400 9,497 
October’ cre.tects sock 62,814,000 7,128 ATUL Ase. Sa csiesists pie se 57,273,000 2,737 
INGVGMDEIeeccscccsess 62,638,300 8,731 Maya, et cissleuss sieeve 63,079,000 4,345 
December .......+00.. 63,368,000 4,373 JUDO wwacevassrasheas: 59,558,000 4,685 
Totals |it.cc.s 724,547,900 71,706 
Cubic yards of sludge per 1,000,000 gallons of sewage, 99, 
CHIEF 
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CHIEF ENGINEER’S DEPARTMENT.—ANN UAL REPORT. 
Year ended 30th June, 1928. 


1, WATER SUPPLY. 


The total water supplied from all sources, and to all consumers was 20,657,000,000 gallons, being 
a daily average of 56,595,395; increase, 10-97 per cent. 

The total population supplied was 1,197,640, being an increase of 4-47 per cent. 

The average supply per capita per diem was 47-26 gallons, as against 44-4 gallons last year; increase, 
6-44 per cent. 

The total water supplied by gravitation (including boosting) was 7,243,000,000 gallons, being 
35 per cent. of the total, and an increase of 3-24 per cent. 

The total water pumped (ex boosting) was 13,414,000,000 gallons, being 65 per cent. of the total, 
and an increase of 15-64 per cent. 

The total coal consumed in pumping (ex boosting) was 36,932 tons (increase, 8:78 per cent.), and 
for boosting 6,209 tons (increase, 49-72 per cent.), being a total usage of 43,141 tons, and percentage increase 
of 39:05. The total cost of coal was £69,071, 

The total electrical energy consumed in pumping was 4,692,544 units; increase, 41-8 per cent. ; 
cost, £20,216. ; 

The total pumping expenses (ex boosting) were £112,802; decrease, 1-12 per cent.; and for boosting, 
£17,690; a total of £130,492. 

HypROLoey. 


The maximum day’s supply to the Metropolis occurred on 25th February, the consumption being 
75,000,000 gallons, and an average of 65-81 gallons per head; the minimum day’s supply being 32,000,000 
gallons on 24th July, an average of 28-08 gallons per head. 

In regard to the water supply generally, conditions this year were much less favourable than during 
the preceding one, and early in the summer it became obvious that with a small rainfall a gradually depleting 
storage and an ever-increasing population to be supplied, restrictions on consumption were inevitable. 
Shortages occurred in various places in November, more especially on the heights of Waverley and Vaucluse, 
and at the Long Bay Penitentiary and Coast Hospital, and the more pressing needs were met by tank 
delivery. The use of hoses and fixed sprinklers was prohibited on the 14th November, and the attention 
of consumers was publicly drawn to the necessity for economy in the use of water. 

The fact that the above serious shortages occurred in spite of the fact that the Catchment Area 
rainfall was 6-6 per cent. higher than last year, when no restrictions were imposed, may be attributed to the 
lack of distribution facilities to cope with a succession of hot, dry days, such as was then experienced, and 
also to the poor distribution of the rainfall as compared with last year. 

Taking the suburban rainfall as a reflex of that pertaining on the Catchment Area, and also bearing 
in mind that a well distributed rainfall in the zones supplied by the Board, very materially affects the 
consumption, inasmuch as such usages as garden and street watering, surf showers, &c., are curtailed 
thereby, the following figures are of interest :—-In the Eastern Suburbs July was the wettest month, with 785 
points, and April a close second, with 765; February was the driest month, with 47; the wettest week 
was that ending 30th July, with 505 points, and the next best that ending 29th April, with 375. There were 
fourteen weeks in which no rain fell, and forty-two weeks in which less than 100 points fell. Total 
rainfall, 33:71 inches. 

In the Northern Suburbs July was the wettest, with 1,085 points on 19 days, and May the driest, 
with 53 points on seven days. The total rainfall was 37-79 inches on 154 days. 

The 36-inch trunk main, supplying as far as Leichhardt by gravitation from Potts Hill, was connected 
to the 30-inch main previously fed from Centennial early in the year, and this fact, together with the 
application of boosting to enhance its output, has been a most valuable addition to the city supply. 

Under gravitation conditions, its output was some 5,000,000 gallons per diem, and when boosted 
to 68 feet, this was increased to 13,000,000; this added output and head enabled the Centennial zone, the 
demand on which was becoming too heavy for the two 48-inch trunk mains to supply via Crown-street, to 
be retracted from Petersham, its previous boundary, to Elizabeth-street, city; the 36-inch under boosted 
conditions supplying to this point, and the new 24-inch main from Bankstown Reservoir supplying as far 
as Newtown via Ashfield. 

The No. 1 Booster at Potts Hill supplied the 36-inch main continuously from 26th November to 
30th June without failure. 

During the sumnier months recourse was had to boosting the Centennial zone at Crown-street in 
the early hours of the morning, when water was available; this materially assisted in keeping the Centennial 
Reservoir well filled, and minimising shortages on the heights of Darlinghurst and in elevated city buildings. 


CATCHMENT AREA, 


Rainfall.—The average of the fourteen rain-gauging stations was 45-52 inches, as against 42°69 for 
the same stations in the previous year, an increase of 6-6 percent. This is 3-8 per cent. less than the annual 
average for past years. 

The number of days on which rain fell was 103-4, or 28-3 per cent. of the year. 

The greatest quantity recorded was at Cordeaux, with 65-32 inches on 116 days, and the least was 
at Wilton, with 25-40 inches on 75 days. Rain fell on 127 days at Robertson. 

Run-off.—The total run-off gauged in the rivers due to the above rainfall was 74,147,000,000 gallons, 
an increase of 8-95 per cent.; during three days of flood; an accurate gauging could not be obtained, and the 
flow was estimated. Of this stream flow 1i ,726,000 000 gallons, or 15-72 per cent., was drawn off for 
metropolitan supply. In addition, an amount estimated at 438,000,000 gallons was drawn off for South 
Coast supply; the total run-off was 74,585,000,000 gallons, or 32:52 per cent. of the total rainfall 
(229,500,000,000 gallons). Cataract 
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_ Cataract Reservoir.—Various maintenance works have been executed during the year;- these com- 
prise renewing by-pass valve in the No. 1 well. This work was necessary to prevent leakage and permit 
of access to the offlet pipes for inspection purposes; it was a hazardous and unpleasant piece of work, carried 
out at the bottom of the wellin running water. The official quarters, valve house, pump house, and residence 
of officer in charge have been painted; also gates and posts renewed. Other works of maintenance are 
in progress, notably the renewing of the offlet valves. These have been growing more and more decrepit 
during the past few years, and their renewal was urgent; it is intended to replace the old 36-inch stop-valves 
by similar 30-inch stop-valves, and use needle valves to regulate the discharge. As the existing valves 
are set in concrete, a rock-drilling plant to exhume same and cut an access doorway in wall of chamber, 
was despatched in June, and work commenced a fortnight later. Orders have been placed for the new 
valves, pipes, and fittings. bay 

Water was drawn from the Reservoir to replete Prospect on 172 days during July, November, 
December, January, February, March, April, and June; the run from November to April being continuous 
only one offlet being available, and there being little or no water in the rivers. The total quantity drawn 
was 11,037,800,000 gallons, an increase of 54 per cent. The lowest R.L. was 929-43 on 26th April, and the 
highest 950-80 on 29th July. The estimated evaporation was 1,078,000,000 gallons. 

Broughton’s Pass.—The fencing round the residence of valve controller has been repaired. 

Pheasant’s Nest.—In February, in response to urgent appeals to supply water to replenish the com- 
pensation weirs, the flow of the Nepean, estimated at 2,000,000 gallons per day, was allowed to run down 
for 17 days. 

Upper Canat. 


Fencing.—The boundary fences require renewing in a good many places, and have been temporarily 
repaired. 7-99 miles have been thus treated, and the wire-netting renewed where decayed. Old decayed 
fencing round Clarke’s, Carey’s, Boylan’s, and Bingham’s cottages has been replaced with concrete posts 
and new timber. * 

Cottages.—Boylan’s and Carey’s cottages received extensive overhauls, necessitated by the ravages 
of white ant. At the former, concrete piers were put in, and flagstone paving reset, also at Carey’s the 
verandah was replaced, it having collapsed. " 

W.I. Pipe Aqueducts—Owing to the small river flows, and only one outlet from Cataract being 
available, the canal has been in use all through the year. This has prevented painting the aqueducts 
internally; it is hoped next summer to complete this necessary work. Owing to the constant use of canal 
a large quantity of weed germinated, and much trouble has been felt in Camden and Campbelltown, owing 
to choked meters and services in consequence. 

Road Work.—A distance of 463 miles of road along canal was repaired at about the 30-mile peg. 


Compensation Weirs.—Five of these have received attention. The apron at Menangle Weir had 
the flagstones levelled up, replaced, and grouted in. 


New Screen.—A wrought-iron grating was erected up-stream from the inlet to Mount Anna Tunnel. 
This will prove useful in intercepting floating trash and dead animals, and prevent them travelling all the 
way to Trafalgar Tunnel. 
PROSPECT RESERVOIR. 


The maintenance of this property has comprised the following works :—Owing to the low water 
during a great portion of the year, the work of levelling up the pitchers and packing same with concrete 
has been pushed on, and an area 1,600 feet by 30 feet has been completed. The top of the embankment 
for a distance of 2,000 feet by 20 feet wide has been levelled and new drains made for the same distance 
over the puddle trench. The fire break around boundary fence, the foreshore reserve, and 150 acres of 
scrub land, have been cleared of weeds and noxious growth. The weatherboard cottage has been renovated, 
and the Avenue road and that along toe of embankment have been put in order. 

Pumping Plant.—Pumping to the Hill Tank has been maintained, a total of 5,447,000 gallons being 
lifted. The pumping expenses were £131. 

Supply and Demand.—The storage has been repleted from Cataract as required, the supply from 
this source being 11,038,000,000 gallons. The estimated evaporation was 1,276,000,000. The output 
of the Reservoir was 19,774,000,000 gallons, being an average of 54-18 million per day, as against 50-46 
last year, an increase of 7-37 per cent. 

The estimated total population supplied from this source was 1,139,500, and the average consumption 
47-54 gallons per head per day. 

The following maxima and minima outputs and diurnal per capita consumptions are of interest :— ’ 

Maxima— 
Monthly : 2,098,000,000 gallons in January, averaging 59-4 gallons per head per day. ~ 
Weekly : 491,000,000. gallons for week ending 26th January, averaging 61-6 gallons per head per 


day. 
Daily 75,000,000 gallons on 24th February, averaging 65:8 gallons per head. 

Minima— 7 
Monthly : 1,279,000,000 gallons in July, averaging 36-2 gallons per head per day. se 
Weekly : 280,000,000 gallons for week ending 28th July, 4th August, and 29th June, averaging 

35:1 gallons per. head per day. | | 
Daily : 32,000,000 gallons on 23rd July, averaging 28-1 gallons per head. 
The lowest R.L. was 188-75 on 19th June, and the highest R.L. 196-77 on 15th August. 


Lower CANAt. \ 
The Lower Canal was cleaned on Ist and 2nd August, and a large quantity of silt and vegetable 


matter was removed. As the canal is in full use all the year round, it would be an adyantage if grooves 
for stop-boards were provided to divide it into sections for cleaning and repairs. 


At 
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At the Sedimentation Basin site an 8-inch scour pipe has been put in to facilitate cleaning. Three 
culyerts.and drains have been put in along Macquarie-road to convey leakage and storm-water across the 
road; these were constructed of spare lining plates, and this work will abolish the nuisance of flooding, 
hitherto prevalent at this spot. Consequent on the abnormal high level at which the canal has to be worked 
in summer to improve the output of the 72-inch mains to Potts Hill, the berms have been filled up to top 
of plates for 2 miles. New fencing for a distance of 534 chains has been erected with concrete posts near 
Boothtown aqueduct, and the fencing-generally has been repaired, 


Pirze Heap ScREENING WorRKs. 


Renovations.—-Screen washing on twenty-four hour service has proceeded continuously, except 
when canal was off for cleaning; 90 screens and 12 dummies have been overhauled and repaired, and plant 
decking where worn out has been replaced by laminated decking. No trouble has been experienced with 
the scour water this year, probably on account of the drought; there was, however, one washout, which 
was repaired at a cost of £10; the conversion of Nos. | and 2 cranes to 3 motor type is suspended pending 
receipt of motors and gear boxes, 

75 enveloping collars for No. 1 72-inch. main have been made complete, and about 800 bolts for 
concrete cradles. 

Pumpage.—-The current used for screen washing was 52,869 units, costing £301, and for lighting 
20,902 units, costing £430. 

Pumping to Sherwood Tank averages 10 hours per day, the quantity lifted being 114,000,000 
gallons, an increase of 32-29 per cent. on last year; this increase is attributable to the completion of the 
amplification of trunk main from the Service Reservoir and the extension of reticulation in Blacktown. 

The energy consumed in pumping was 140,781 units, costing £825. The pumping expenses were 
£1,212, a decrease of 12-68 per cent. 

As reported last year, several deliberate interruptions to supply of energy occurred to allow of work 
on the City Council’s overhead cables; these were on Sundays and generally in hot weather, and although 
every effort was put forth to maintain the supply from Prospect, Mobbs Hill and by gravitation, there were 
many shortages and bitter complaints. 

Supply to Ryde.—During the year, 4,596,000,000 gallons were supplied to Ryde Pumping Station, 
through the 32-inch and 36-inch mains, increase 23-4 per cent. 


72-IncH Matins, Pirz Heap to Potrs Hit. 


The work of reinforcing the joints on No. 1 Main with enveloping collars has been carried on inter- 
mittently; 45 collars have been placed, and 381 previously assembled in situ were run with lead. The 
worst concrete bearers under No. 1 Main have now been replaced by new foundations and reinforced 
concrete cradles, but a further 500 require to be done. No. 2 Main has been painted two coats of rectified 
zinc between M.H.’s 11 and 15. 

The usual maintenance work, caulking, painting, repairs to fences, drains and roads, has been 
carried out. One of the scour valves at Guildford-road, on No. 1 Main, failed in May during use, and could 
not be closed; another valve was bolted to it under water. 

The railway crossing under the mains in the vicinity of Potts Hill and on the line of the Cabramatta 
to Enfield line, has been completed so far as structural work is concerned, and the two mains were transferred 
to the plate girders, and the timber trestles removed in January. As this is a skew bridge of considerable 
length and spanning two tracks, arrangements are being made with the Railway Commissioners to put in 
a concrete wall between the tracks to “reinforce the steel stanchions provided, so that there will be less 
chance of demolishing the mains in the event of a derailment of rolling stock at this point. 

No. 3 Main. —-Preliminary work is in progress in connection with this essential and much belated 
Tana to the water supply; a contract has been let to the Government Dockyard, Walsh Island, 
for the supply of 3,000 feet of electrically-welded steel pipe and riveted collars; this will carry the new 
main from the Junction Chamber to Park- road, and will be laid on surface on concrete cradles the same as 
Nos. 1 and 2 Mains; the material and method of the section thence to Pipe Head, whether steel or wood 
on surface of the ground or reinforced concrete underground, is still in nubibus. 


Potts Hitt Reservoir No. 1. 


During August, the old screen tank, now used as a distribution chamber, was cleaned and the ends 
of the various mains terminating therein, examined and cleaned. Opportunity was taken to inspect No. 2 
72-inch Main westerly about a mile towards the new junction chamber, and it was found to be very thickly 
encrusted internally. 

The old elevated tank formerly used for screen washing was removed to make way for a new road 
round the back of distribution chamber, to allow of removal of ashes from the pumping station. ~ 

The usual works of maintenance have been carried out. 


Potts Hitt Reservorr No. 2. 


During the year ended 30th June, 1923, the sum of £50,521 was expended on Potts Hill Reservoir 
No. 2, making a grand total of £497,180 19s. 
The work during the year was as follows :-— 


GUD VaTds: ge 8. oc 
Excavation.. . he 3 as Bre ae 63,046 @ 0 4 5:68 
Excavation (with depreciation) i a ae Pee aE @ 0 4 10-54 
Conerete  .., ie ty ae a ry 18,446 @ 2 2 3-5 
Concrete (with depreciation) @2 6 10-4 
Hand-packed ballast aN eee ae me a 321 @ 010 0:6 
Fill in embankment bes nie se as ae ye 3,303 @ 0 1 11-59 
Spawls quarried ©... ee a nae ne ae ee 12,744 @ 0 4 8-95 
Metal crushédel sto Sine Fy i mi ae 10,041 @ 0 3 7-63 
Grand Totals— mega eecon ke A oe .. 1,723,498 @ 0 2 1-46 
Concrete oe os 5G nie 929/820 4@ 91-19 10-35 
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The distribution chambers have been completed, tested, and taken over by the Maintenance Branch. 


The whole of the concrete work in connection with Reservoir has been completed, with the 
exception of about 100 feet of inlet carrier walls. 


The banks of the Reservoir have been graded, turfed, and drained, and ornamental palms and trees 
from the State Nursery are now being planted. 


The plant was well maintained during the year, and is in good order. 


The materials used were as follows :—- 


Cement ... Fs Cae ss nat ¥ ot ae ... 53,666 bags. 
Sagi yrs: oe ‘€ fp aa of 5 a ... 8,875 tons. 
Crushed theta oe vr ba ibe cg a ie ... 10,261 cub. yds. 
Gravel ... ie jp = og +h Ps He po dat WS 9 GL i 
Phonia 7 3 toe = Ry ot ae = 9 ee Ue 
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PRESSURE TUNNEL. 

Preliminary work in connection with the Pressure Tunnel is proceeding; all the sites for the 
seventeen shafts have been acquired and fenced, and the City Council and Power Corporation are running 
their leads for the supply of energy for shaft sinking, driving, pumping, and lighting. 

Some delay has been occasioned by an attempt to let contracts for shaft sinking, but the tenders 
were so much higher than the estimates that the work is now to proceed by day labour, the work being 
divided into three sections, each with its own sectional engineer. 

The construction plant is in course of assembly, and contracts have been placed for the motors, air 
compressors, and switch gear. 


TRUNK AND RETICULATION MAINs. 
Southern Division— 


Mains laid Bes RT eke tes 208 a) 1 Soke) a/ocths COS bOOM TONER: 
Mains cleaned ... “fs! aus sae £35 a ba atthe! COSE 1 Tei 
Mains taken up ... a Ae Bi Bs £ i ‘ane LAG39 | 
Mains relaid ... ays tek ae. ced a vat fag! <A Ga: 38 
Mains lowered ... pe ae ure wos as oer ot ore ae. ts 


Defective services shut off—2,493. 

Hydrants installed—Spring, 1,064; ball, 3; screw down, 19. 

Hydrants dismantled—Spring, 75; ball, 3. 

Defects remedied—C.I. mains: Breaks, 412; joints, 833; pinholes, 219. Wood mains: Seams, 
132; joints, 226; pinholes, 11. 

Of the above new mains, 34:506 miles were laid under contract, and 34:679 miles by day labour. 

The 36-inch main, Potts Hill to Leichhardt, was connected by a 30-inch branch along Elswick-street 
to Parramatta-road to the 30-inch Centennial main at Palace-street, Petersham, and, as reported elsewhere, 
proved under boosted conditions an indispensable adjunct to the city supply. 

The 24-inch main along Liverpool-road from Bankstown Reservoir was completed and connected 
to the Hermitage main at Wentworth-road, Burwood; this main has eliminated a large portion of Hermitage 
water from the Western suburbs; it has also been useful in assisting the Penshurst system, and has supplied 
water as far as Newtown, thus reducing the demand on Centennial. 

A 20-inch/12-inch/8-inch main was laid in Punchbowl-road, Bankstown, from Cornelia-street to 
Carrington-street; this supersedes a smaller main, and has improved the supply of gravitation water to 
East Hills. 

A 30-inch suction main was laid along Cornelia-street and under the railway to Belmore Pumping 
Station. 

A 24-inch suction main was laid from the No. 2 48-inch trunk main in Elizabeth-street, Redfern, 
to supply the Randwick section of Waterloo Pumping Station; also a 24-inch rising main to Randwick 
Reservoir for the same service. 


Various other mains of smaller sizes were laid in Enfield, Rockdale, Kogarah, and other places to 
improve the supply. 


Cleveland-street Tunnel.—The work of extending the tunnel below the railway tracks at Cleveland- 
street, which carries the 42-inch and 36-inch trunk mains to Crown-street and from Centennial respectively, to 
permit of four additional tracks for the city railway being installed, was an important undertaking. Work 
was commenced in October, and a working shaft sunk in Clévelahdcstreet: from this, a tunnel was driven 
westerly to meet the end of existing tunnel; inclined drives were run easterly to lead the two mains to the 
surface to connect to existing mains in the street; this was somewhat complicated, as one main crosses 
over the other at this point; the drive was holed through on 19th March, and the concrete invert and 
brick arch and side walls completed in May. The 36-inch main was connected to tunnel section and road 
section on 3lst May, and the 42-inch on the lith July. Part of the tunnel excavation was done with 
three shifts, and the provision of electric light, and the loan of a steam jib crane by the Railway 
Commissioners, and the removal of the tram tracks, all facilitated and expedited the work. 

This work is being charged to the City Railway. 


‘Sully-street, Randwick, Booster.—The supply to a small zone surrounding Sully-street, which is too 
elevated to get a satisfactory supply when the mains from Waverley are feeding Randwick Reservoir, 
and from which zone many and bitter complaints have emanated during the past few years, has been 
improved by the installation of an electrical pumping plant to increase the head in the main. This 
plant consists of two 3-inch centrifugal pumps, each driven by a 10 h.p. motor, and each giving a flow of 
150 gallons per minute with a head of 100 feet. It was put in operation in February with great satisfaction 
to the consumers connected. Since its installation, it has consumed 3,744 units of energy, costing £16. 


Trunk 
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Trunk Mains.—Where the two 48-inch trunk mains cross the ereek at Chullora, it was found 
necessary to put in a concrete chamber to receive the discharge of the scours at this point; the cause of 
this was the action of the Railway Commissioners, who, when filling in and levelling low-level grounds as 
a site for their new boiler shops, covered the scour pipes with their embankment, and also diverted the 
natural course of the creek. 

The work of reinforcing No. 2 main, where of riveted W.L., is proceeding. 


Main Breaks.—Several fractures of important mains occurred, and while these hampered the 
distribution and led to low reservoirs, no actual shortage occurred as a result; this is due to the promptitude 
with which repairs were executed, generally under very adverse conditions. Three successive breaks 
occurred in the old Botany 30-inch main in Crown-strect; as this main dates back from 1858 and is now 
used for boosting the Centennial zone when required, its failure is hardly to be wondered at. The 30-inch 
Centennial main split twice in Cleveland-street, and twice in Parramatta-road, Petersham, the two latter 
cases involving heavy expense in reinstating the wood-block pavement. The 36-inch riveted W.I. main 
from Crown-street to Centennial in Gordon-street, Paddington, failed on three occasions, due to the plate 
splitting along the landing of the riveted seam. The new 36-inch main, Potts Hill to Leichhardt, burst 
in John-street, Lidcombe, due probably to a defective pipe which had passed the test. An air valve on 
the 20-inch main across the railway bridge at Meadowbank was struck by loose gear on a passing train, 
and carried away; some damage was caused to the woodwork of the offending train, and the following 
one by the issuing jet of water, and considerable discomfort and some property loss to the passengers, who 
happened to be within the radius of the jet, 


Northern Division— 


Mains laid wih a ae a ve Ee ee ... §2:787 miles. 
Mains cleaned ... ee WE a6 a Aghs a ae.  BOr405, «, 
Mains taken up... $e aah es si ve ae seo a OU es 
Mains relaid x eat ste ne ve Roh bi a $31 
Mains lowered ... ; oy + A ee oc) SEO Bee 


Defective services shut off—1,674. na : 

Hydrants installed—Spring, 728; ball; 1; screw down, 2. 

Hydrants dismantled—-Spring, 34; ball, 1. : 

Detects remedied—-C.I. mains Breaks, 35; joints, 626; pinholes, 33. Wood mains: Seams, 
15: joints, 35. pos ov ore ene ae re 


Of the above new mains, 32-588 miles were laid under contract, and 20-199 miles by day labour. 

The new 30-inch rising main, Ryde P.S. to Chatswood, was laid during the year, and is completed 
with the exception of connections at Ryde and Lane Cove River. The lower end of this main, consisting 
of riveted steel pipes, was laid as far as Ryde Hill some years ago, but as a tram-line had been laid over 
it subsequently, and as much trouble was experienced with the joints under the line, these pipes were lifted, 
and after being recoated, &c., were laid along a new route as far as Hatton’s Flat; the remainder of the 
main is C.I, 

The southern outlet from Brady-street Reservoir, Mosman, has been renewed in 15-inch pipe as a 
substitute for the existing 12-in. pipe. This main is in tunnel, and two working shafts, which were opened 
on it for access, were lined with brickwork and made permanent. 

Portion of the new 15-inch rising main from Manly P.S. to the service reservoir on Red Hill has 
been laid, and the new 12-inch rising main from the same pumping station to Bantry Reservoir site has 
been completed. 

Improvements to the supply have been made in the following districts, by laying larger pipes :— 
Mosman, Lane Cove, Willoughby, Lindfield, Wahroongah, Beecroft, Epping, and Castle Hill. 

The 15-inch/12-inch/10-inch trunk main from Sherwood Tank to Blacktown was completed, and 
large extensions of the reticulation have been made in this district. 

Leadite, as a substitute for lead in pipe jointing, has been used on the 8-inch main in Western-road, 
Prospect, and so far is satisfactory; experiments on a larger scale with this material are in progress. 

In both Southern and Northern districts all service reservoirs were cleaned and repairs effected. 

It will be noticed that, more especially in the Southern district, the mileage of mains cleaned was 
much reduced; this was due to the dry summer and consequent shortage of water. All operations con- 
suming water in large quantities, such as main cleaning, watering trenches and flushing, were suspended. 

No serious fractures of large mains in the Northern district occurred during the year; one joint 
especially, on the 24-inch Chatswood rising main, revealed the fact that the spigot ends of the riveted 
pipes are wearing very thin, and will not bear caulking; the completion of the new 30-inch main to Chats- 
wood will relieve anxiety in this regard. Many continuous and very annoying leaks at the collar joints 
on the 28-inch Pymble and 20-inch Hermitage rising mains have been occurring throughout the year; 
in fact, several men are continuously employed caulking these joints. To remedy these defects, a type 
of Normanby joint has been designed, and is being applied to these two mains. In any future steel mains 
a different type of joint to the smooth steel collar should be used, as it has proved itself quite unsatisfactory 
under high heads. 


Waste Water Detection.—From 16th November to the end of the year the Deacon meter staff was 
engaged patrolling the city and suburbs to detect illegal use of water during the shortage, and many offenders 
were summoned and fined. 

The defects located included one broken main, 6 broken services, and 349 taps and cisterns. The 
estimated saving by the detection and repair of these sources of leakage was 239,200 gallons per day. 


Reticulation Extensions.—The number of applications for extensions was 753, being an increase of 
93, or 14 per cent., on the previous year, and a decrease of 12-64 per cent. on the average of the past five 


years, viz., 862. Board’s approval was accorded to 315, or 42 per cent., of the applications, and estimated 
cost £105,350. 


The mileage of 4-inch mains laid was 56-60, a decrease of 27-8 per cent., and 6-inch 10°79 miles, an 
increase of +56 per cent. on the previous year. Pipes, 
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Pipes, Fittings and Accessories.—The following material for water supply service has been made, 
tested, and delivered during the year :—52,458 cast-iron pipes, of all sizes from 3-inch to 36-inch diameter, 
aggregating a tonnage of 16,448 and value £275,329; 16,627 specials, weighing 698 tons and costing £25,480 ; 
3,335 stop, reflux and air valves, hydrants, &c., to the value of £17,837; various miscellaneous material, 
comprising pump components, wrought-iron work, stoker parts, conveyor components, copper and steel 
pipe, chimneys, &c., to the value of £12,502. Leh Cah 

In addition to the above, the Sewerage Branch absorbed cast-iron pipes, M.H. covers’ and other 
material, the product of the foundry and the forge, to the value of £28,721. $ 

The total value of the work handled by the foundry inspector for both water supply and sewerage 
services was £359,380. 

Mileage of Mains.—The total mileage of mains under the Board’s control, comprising cast-iron up 
to 60-inch diameter, wrought-iron and steel up to 72-inch diameter, wood up to 24-inch diameter, and 
reinforced concrete 15-inch diameter, is 3,100°13 miles. 


PuMmPING STATIONS. 


Generally.—The total quantity of water pumped to high-level zones was 13,414,000,000 gallons ; 
being 65 per cent. of the total supply; and an increase of 15-64 per cent. on the previous years pumping. 

No serious failures of plant occurred, but the supply, more especially in the Hastern Suburbs, was 
at times not equal to the demand; this was more especially the case at Crown-street, where the zones 
dependent on Waverley and Centennial Reservoirs ran short owing to the inadequacy of the trunk mains ; 
also at Ryde, where the 32-inch and 36-inch mains showed a similar deficiency. 

During periods of heavy draught on Centennial, and as water was available in Crown-street, the 
turbo-centrifugal unit was used, as last year, to boost the system and thus assist No. 1 Worthington; the 
electro-centrifugal unit was also similarly utilised, but the opportunities for doing so were infrequent owing 
to the heavy demand on Waverley reservoir. 


CROWN-STREET. 


Boiler Plant.—The four old Babcock and Wilcox boilers were removed after their long life (thirty-two 
years), and two of the same class of boiler installed. These new boilers have each a heating surface of 
3,654 square feet, and evaporate 16,000 Ib. of water per hour. 

.A mechanical chain-grate stoker, each of 80 square feet area, was installed under each boiler. These 
boilers carry 150 lb. per square inch steam pressure instead of 100 lb. per square inch in the old ones, so 
reducing valves have been fitted to the steam pipe supplying the Worthington pumps; this higher pressure 
will ensure drier steam, and will permit of the turbine unit being worked more economically. 

A diamond soot blower, to keep the boiler tubes free of soot and dust, is to be applied to one boiler 
as an experiment. The entrance to stokehold has been widened to allow of easier ingress and egress of 
coal lorries, and new girders and stays were fitted to carry the roof. 

Worthington Umits.—No. 1 continues to carry the load of Centennial pumping, augmented by the 
turbine unit. It was thoroughly overhauled in the winter, and ran throughout the year without failure. 

No, 2 received minor repairs, and was kept ready to carry the Waverley pumping in the event of a 
failure of the electro-centrifugal unit; this occurred on several occasions, all of which were due to stoppages 
in the supply of energy by the City Council; although too small for the work except in winter, yet No. 2 
kept the supply going until current was restored. 

Turbo-centrifugal Units.—This has been worked intermittently to boost the Centennial zone as 
water was available. The installation of new boilers carrying a higher steam pressure was made the oppor- 
tunity of fitting the high-pressure vanes to rotor and stator, which came with the turbine for this purpose ; 
the improved economy of the unit since these extra vanes were fitted is marked. 

Electro-centrifugal Unit.—The 700-h.p. motor of this unit, which has run with only minor troubles 
since it was installed in 1906, is now becoming too small for the load, and a new and larger one is ordered. 
The Thompson pump has run satisfactorily, but the impeller and diffuser vanes are wearing, and parts 
of the casing are badly corroded; repairs have been effected. The Mather and Platt pump, installed at 
Menangle in 1903 and at Crown-street in 1906, having become too small for the work, a new one was designed 
and made by Kelly & Lewis of Melbourne; certain defects and departures from the design having been 
discovered, after several experimental runs, this firm provided a new pump of their own design which 
junctions well. Its rating is as follows :—4,500 gallons pumped per minute, against a total head of 326 
-eet; 750 r.p.m. 

Pumpage.—The quantity of water pumped was as follows :—To Centennial 4,886,216,300 gallons, 
-n increase of 2°68 per cent.; to Woollahra, 285,107,000 gallons, an increase of 48-4 per cent.; to Waverley, 
1,447,365,300 gallons, a decrease of 4-64 per cent. Total pumpage, 6,618,688,600 gallons. 

The coal consumed was 4,453 tons, costing £8,204; the electrical energy was 4,363,520 units, costing 
£18,238; and the pumping expenses were £8,204. 


RYDE. 


Upper Station : Boiler Plant.—The boilers have received considerable renewals in the way of tubes, 
stoker parts, and brickwork. Nos. 1 and 2 Stirlings are at present being fitted for burning pulverized coal 
as an experiment; they could not be spared till April, and before being laid off were fitted with feed and 
steam meters, and their coal consumption and steam production, under chain-grate stoker conditions, 
ascertained with a view to determining the economy derived from installing the pulverized coal equipment. 

The interior of the Suction Tank was hacked over, and the surface then re-rendered in cement-mortar. 
The Cement Gun was used for this work, shooting on 2,590 square yards, whilst 275 square yards were laid 
on the floor by hand. Total, 2,865 square yards, at a cost of £419 5s. 9d., or 3s. per square yard, including 
hacking. 

Coal Conveyor.—This appliance has required the usual large amount of attention and renewal; it 
is the most troublesome piece of apparatus in the station, owing to the excessive wear and tear; many parts 
have had to be renewed, and any failure leads to congested ash-pits and demurrage on coal trucks. 


Pumping 
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Pumping Units —No. 2 was thoroughly overhauled last winter, blading renewed slightly and pumps 
repaired. Nos. 1 and 3 have also been given such running repairs as were requisite, both the turbines, 
pumps and air pumps. No. 3 is at present under a complete overhaul, which is fully justified by the state — 
of the vanes and other internal parts. 

No. 4, which carries the largest share of the load in this station, has run well during the year, with 
no repairs beyond slight ones to the air pump and repacking glands; it is now due for inspection and 
overhaul. 

Auxiliaries.—Various sections of the economiser have been blanked off due to leakages; this 
appliance was fitted with new tubes some two years ago, but the method of fitting them has not been 
satisfactory. 

The stoker engines, fan engine and feed pumps have all been extensively overhauled. 

Pumpage.—The quantity of water pumped was as follows :—To Hermitage, 1,191,401,585 gallons, 
a decrease of 4:16 per cent.; to Mobbs Hill, 383,775,000 gallons, an increase of 44-1 per cent.; to Beecroft, 
136,465,000 gallons, an increase of 46-5 per cent.; and to Wahroongah, 396,332,500 gallons, an increase of 
24-0 per cent. 

The coal consumed was 14,329 tons. 

Lower Station.—Boiler Plant : Several improvements have been effected during the year, such as 
Lea coal meters fitted to the grates to keep a record of the coal consumed; ‘everlasting blow-off valves 
fitted; alterations to platforms and gratings, and new coking arches on Nos. 3.and 4 boilers. 

Coal and Ash Handling—The pneumatic ash conveying plant, contracted for early in the year, Is 
now being installed. Some trouble was experienced in the railway embankment owing to spontaneous 
ignition of the coal contained in the ashes of which it is composed, this fire was smothered by covering the 
bank with soil; the fact that there is sufficient coal in the ash to permit of combustion indicates a loss of 
fine coal by riddling between the links of grates. It is hoped that the pulverised coal plant will indicate 
a method of eliminating this loss. 

In May, one of the locomotives used at Potts Hill No. 2 Reservoir construction was transferred to 
this station; this has allowed the petrol loco., which has been in constant use since the station started 
work, to be laid off for repairs. 

Pumping Units —The gear box of No. 2, Chatswood unit developed considerable noise early in its 
history, and inspection showed that the shafts of turbine, gear wheels and pump were out of line, resulting 
in excessive wear and consequent howling when running; this noise caused many complaints from 
residents in the vicinity, some at considerable distance, and so this unit was out of use for practically the 
whole year. A new pair of gears is in hand and is now being fitted. 

No. 1 Pymble unit was opened up for overhaul in May, and several vanes and other parts of the 
pump were found to be adrift and much worn; these were repaired and replaced; the turbines themselves 
were in excellent condition. 

Generators.—Some trouble was experienced with the rotors of these units as well as the governors; 
this was rectified by re-balancing and fitting new bearing bushes; the air-pumps also were overhauled 
and defects remedied. 4 ; 

In view of the fact that, with regard to these geared turbines, both pumping and generating units, 
and in spite of flexible couplings any minute misalignment of the axes of driver and driven produces 
excessive vibration, considerable wear and resultant noise, the question of only installing in future direct 
coupled units, even at a sacrifice of economy, should be seriously considered. 


Pumpage.—The quantity of water pumped was as follows :—To Chatswood, 1,965,315,000 gallons, 
an increase of 34-9 per cent.; to Pymble, 891,179,000 gallons, an increase of 45:6 per cent. 

The coal consumed was 8,532 tons. 

Combined pumpage of both stations, 4,964,468,085 gallons; coal consumed in pumping, 22,862 
tons; coal consumed in auxiliaries, 7,919 tons; total pumping expenses, £63,590. 


Potrrs HItu. 


This station is at present in a transition state owing to the installation of extra plant to cope with 
the extra demand. The Allen engine, formerly at Ryde, was erected here and coupled to a 24-inch pump 
designed to boost the 36-inch main to 100-feet head; this necessitated extra boiler plant, and two Babcock 
and Wilcox boilers with chain grate stokers and a new steel chimney were installed, also new feed pumps; 
owing to complaints of smoke nuisance by the Rookwood Asylum, chain grate stokers are being installed 
under the old boilers. It is also intended to still further amplify the boiler plant and instal boosters for 
the 42-inch Illawarra Suburbs main, and substitute two other units for the Wolf engines; as all this work 
is only contemplated or in progress, a description of the plant is reserved for a future report. 


Boiler Plant —This plant has been in constant use, and as soon as the steam piping for the new 
boilers is installed, it will be laid off for necessary overhaul. 


Pumping Units —The three Browell Lindley engines have run practically continuously during the 
year, and without failure of any kind. The connection of the 36-inch main to the Centennial system at 
Petersham in November, permitted of boosting this main, and No. 1 booster was connected to it; this 
unit ran without hitch to 30th June, a period of 5,066 hours, and pumped 2,009,970,000 gallons of water. 
No. 4 unit (Allen engine) is still to be coupled to the 36-inch main. The Wolf engines supplying Bankstown 
Reservoir have been much improved by the staff from time to time. They are, however, a constant source 
of expense, one being practically constantly under repair. 


Pumpage.—The quantity of water pumped was as follows :—Boosted to Crown-street and Petersham, 
7,773,375,000 gallons, a decrease of -11 per cent. The coal consumed was 4,401 tons. Boosted to the city 
ma 36-inch main, 2,009,970,000 gallons; the coal consumed was 1,809 tons, and pumping expenses 
£17,610 for boosting. Pumped to Bankstown 510,814,500 gallons, an increase of 951 per cent.; the coal 
consumed was 661 tons, and pumping expenses £1,747. 

The total coal used was 6,871 tons, costing £11,328, and total pumping expenses £19,620, 

ee CARLTON 
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CARLTON. 


Boiler Plant.—Boilers have been overhauled and put in good condition; the Induced Draft Plant 
was completed and handed over by contractors, but although it just managed to fulfil the contract 
conditions by very strenuous exertions, it has been found that using the boilers with natural draught is 
ne reliable way of working; at present the engine is used as a standby for driving the mechanical 
stokers. 

Pumping Units —Both units have functioned satisfactorily, the Thompson ‘unit having been 
thoroughly overhauled. The jet condenser supplied with the Thompson unit not producing sufficient 


vacuum, the makers supplied a multi-jet condenser to improve matters.. This, however, not proving | 


successful, a jet condenser and reciprocating air pump was installed. 

As the Belmore Pumping Station will shortly be completed and put in service, and will eventually 
supersede Carlton, repairs at the latter station were reduced to a minimum. 

Pumpage.—The quantity of water pumped to Penshurst was 902,314,325 gallons, an increase of 
1-16 per cent.; the coal consumed was 2,702 tons, costing £3,830, and the pumping expenses £9,078. 


MANLY. 


Work is proceeding at this station with a view to the installation of the Babcock and Wilcox boiler 
from Chatswood Station (now dismantled), and the provision of a new Worthington pump similar to that 
erected last year for the Manly service; also new units are in contemplation for the Bantry service, when 
that reservoir is completed. The site for the reservoir has been fenced, and trial holes made to determine 
the strata. Tenders will shortly be invited for its construction. 

Plant.—The whole of the plant has received running repairs and been kept in good condition; with 
the amplified storage in the impounding reservoir, this station will in future be used to a greater extent 
than heretofore, thus relieving the auxiliary supply from Brady-street, Mosman. With the completion of 
the 15-inch rising main to Red ‘Hill, in lieu of the former 10-inch, it was found that the head pressure was 
so far reduced that it would not feed the boilers, and recourse was had to the donkey pumps recently installed ; 
a new feed water heater was installed. 

Pumpage.—The quantity of water pumped was 270,559,000 gallons, an increase of 53:3 per cent.; 
the coal consumed was 1,075 tons, costing £2,036; and pumping expenses £5,342. 


WATERLOO. 


Work is proceeding on this station; the shell of the building, which is being erected by the McLean 
Construction Co., being completed. Orders have been placed for runway and crane, and the motors and 
pumps for the Randwick section of the plant. Arrangements have also been made with the City Council 
for the supply of energy; a 24-inch suction main off the No. 2 48-inch main in Wellington-street, Redfern, 
and sufficient to supply the Randwick requirements, has been laid to the boundary, and a 24-inch rising 
main from the station to Randwick service reservoir has been completed. Every effort is being made to 
have this section of the new plant running next summer. 


BELMORE. 


This station, which will supersede Carlton and supply Penshurst, is in a more forward state than 
Waterloo .The building, which was built by the State Constructor of Buildings, at a cost of £3,318 14s. 6d., 
is complete, and is awaiting the arrival of the motors. Orders have been placed for the motors, pumps, 
overhead traveller, &c. A 30-inch suction main has been laid along Cornelia-street and under the railway, 
and a. 30-inch rising main from the station to Penshurst is about half laid. The construction of pump beds 


and drainage 1s now being carried out by day labour. 


SERVICE RESERVOIRS. 


All the reservoirs have been cleaned and kept in order during the year. 
Centennial—A contract has been let for the excavation work in connection with the duplication of 


this reservoir. This is a much needed work, and its completion will allow permanent repairs to be effected 


to No. 1. 
The high level tank at Wahroongah was scraped and painted with biturine solution; enamel could 


not be applied as this tank is covered. 

The mid-level tank at Wahroongah was dismantled, owing to its dangerous condition; it was 
second-hand in the first case, constructed of thin buckle plates, and supported on a timber sub-structure ; 
the latter was much decayed, and the plates beyond repair. Another tank is required to replace it, and it is 
proposed to use the Cross-street, Mosman, tank, superseded last year by the introduction of Pymble 
water. 
Manly high level tank was also painted externally and internally. Exposed as it is to the prevalent 
sea breezes, the steel sub-structure was corroded in places by the saline moisture. 

The lead expansion joint in Penshurst L.L. tank was repaired, it having been crushed in portions 
where the sand filling had escaped. Hermitage No. 2 was defective in the same way, and was partially 
repaired, but the approach of warm weather necessitated this tank being restored to service before the 
repairs were completed. 

The same gang that repairs the steel tanks were employed for several months reconditioning the 
30-inch riveted steel pipes lifted from under the tramline between Ryde P.S. and Ryde Hill; these pipes 
were sand-blasted, patched where necessary with the oxy-acetylene torch, new rivets inserted and coated 
with biturine solution. 

A certain cection of the evening Press raised a scare during the shortage, that Brady-street reservoir 
was being allowed to overflow regularly, thus wasting water. It was proved, however, that no overflow 
had occurred, and the run of water which was the subject of their criticism wes mostly natural soakage 


and surface water. 
Waverley 
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Waverley and Bellevue Hill Reservoirs.—The pumping plant supplying these two high-level tanks 
consumed 43,049 units of electrical energy, costing £239; 16,215 units in pumping to the former, and 
26,834 units to the latter. 

Manly High Level Tank.—The pumping plant supplying this tank consumed 13,752 units, costing 
£143. 

House SERVICES. 


Permits. —36,779 permits were issued to licensed plumbers to execute work under the Board’s 
by-laws. : 

Main Drilling—Of the above permits, 16,320 were for main drilling; 16,065 drillings were made 
under pressure, and 255 with the mains shut off. 

Inspections, &c.—The number of inspections made was 987, and of these 411 were re-inspected ; 
388 sketches of services were made, 165 fire hydrants were sealed, and 6 lost services were located by the 
electric finder. 

Free Services—The Board now supplies free water to 390 horse troughs, 326 drinking fountains, 
and 3,023 street gullies. 

Branch Offices—At Parramatta, 2,064 permits were issued, of which 1,111 were for drillings, and 
702 meters were issued. At Manly, 1,057 permits were issued, of which 236 were for drillings, and 175 
meters were issued. 

It will be noted from the above that the volume of work handled by the Superintendent of Plumbing 
has considerably eclipsed that of last year; it will also be noted that although 50 per cent. more meters 
were issued than in 1921-22, the number of defective installations is again less; 548 meters having to be 
refitted from this cause. 

Fire Services.—In previous years, services for the dual purpose of domestic use and fire extinction 
were allowed, but a fuller knowledge of the corrosive effects of Sydney water has led to this practice being 
discontinued, If a fire service is employed for that purpose only, there is practically no change in the 
water in the pipe, and no corrosion, but where domestic or factory water is being continuously drawn 
through such a pipe, it becomes corroded in from 10 to 15 years, and when required for fire extinction 
purposes may prove valueless. 

Several excellent installations of fire services in large city buildings have been put in during the 
year; where roof tanks are not permissible, a small electrically driven pump is used to draw from either 
the high or low level mains in case of the failure of either. An appliance to utilise the Hydraulic Power 
Co.’s system as a second source of supply is being introduced, and has been approved by the Board. 


Water METERS AND Firrincs TESTING SHOP. 


Meters.—Meters issued on hire, 6,552, an increase of 1,411.or 27-44 per cent. The number of meters, 
by-pass valves, dirt boxes, &c., purchased by the Board was 3,694; 2,861 meters were repaired, inspected, 
and tested; 364 meter certificates issued; the total number of hired meters is now 74,411. 

In addition, 1,825 private meters were tested at place of manufacture, and 243 at Crown-street for 
fitting outside the Metropolitan area. 

Water Fittings —There is a marked decrease in the number of taps and fittings submitted for testing, 
the number being 177,523, as against 241,353 last year, a decrease of 26-44 per cent. In addition, 69,914 
were tested at manufacturer’s works; the total tested, 247,437, being 2-44 per cent. less than last year. 

Rejections were 7,213, or 2-91 per cent. 

Sanitary Fittings —Single flush and multi flush cisterns and flusherettes, to the number of 33,674, 
were tested, this being an increase of 6-98 per cent.; and 16,278 closet pans were tested, this being an 
increase of 23-67 per cent. 

Rejections were 52, or -031 per cent. 

Engineering Work.—The repair work carried out for the various branches of the Board’s service 
has been exceptionally heavy during the year, and to assist in coping with same, a secondhand lathe was 


. purchased and installed, as well'as other accessories. These additions are proving valuable assets to the 


shop. 
WORKING PLANT. 

The portable construction plant, hoisting, drilling, concrete mixing, pumping, sand-blasting and 
cement gunning, has been very fully used during the year on several works, principally sewerage pumping 
stations; the various machines have required minor repairs from time to time. 

It was decided during the year that the cost of all repairs and renewals, as well as a portion of the 
depreciated value of the plant used on any particular job, should be a charge on that job. It was also 
decided that in future plant will not be rented to private individuals, as it is found to be an unsatisfactory 
practice from several points of view. 


Motor TRANSPORTATION BRANCH. 


Cars.—The fleet of fifteen cars in the Board’s service covered during the year a mileage of 145,773. 


Three single-seater cars which had done eight and a half years’ service, were sold, and two Dodge 
chasses for the use of Meter Branch, and one small Fiat for use of Water Branch, were purchased, as well 
as a large Fiat touring car for Head Office use. 

Lorries.—During the year before last a new contract for the supply of cast-iron pipes and specials 
was entered into, and the contractor quoted such a high price for delivery that the Board decided to do 
its own delivering; minor contracts for this work have been entered into with local firms of carriers in 
the various suburbs, but pipes and specials produced at Hoskins’ Wattle-street foundry are carried by 
the Board’s lorries. 

The nine lorries, of from 1 to 5 tons capacity, have transported during the year under review 7,876 
tons of pipes and specials to different jobs and depots. 

The three 5-ton Halford lorries, which have done good work for ten years, were disposed of, and a 
5-ton Leyland, with 4-ton trailer, as well as two 5-ton Thorneycrofts with 4-ton trailers, have been 
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acquired in their place; the 1-ton Willys truck, which had reached its last limit of repair, was also sold 
and replaced by a 30 ewt. Albion. 

Motor Cycles.—The present fleet is, as befere, twelve; two old machines were disposed of and 
replaced with new ones. 

Maintenance.—All the running repair work has been done in the Paddington garage; in addition 
to these nine cars, three lorries and four motor-cycles have been overhauled and painted. 

. Mileage and Tonnage.—The aggregate mileage covered by the lorries totalled 71,849, and the tonnage 
21,558. 
MANLY WATERWORKS. 

The quantity of water supplied from Brady-street to Manly service reservoir and en route was 
207,480,000 gallons, or 43-4 per cent. of the total 478,039,000 gallons consumed; 270,559,000 gallons were 
pumped from the impounding reservoir. As reported in another place, it is intended in future to work 
three shifts at the pumping station, and thus more fully utilise the improved storage due to the raising 
of the dam 20 feet. 

Filtration Plant.—The provision of a storage for flushing the filters having proved quite inadequate, 
various experiments have been tried to produce a more copious flow; the last one was to utilise the low 
lift centrifugal pump installed in the station; this appears as if it will be satisfactory with some small 
modifications and with clean coarse sand to start with. Our experience with this filter plant goes to show 
that the contractors failed to appreciate the large volume of water necessary to flush the beds, and made 
very feeble provision for it. 

The sand-washer, made to a design provided by Colonel Longley of the Rockefeller Foundation, 
proved very useful in washing sand, and eliminating the fines. 

Elevated Tank.—The energy consumed in pumping was 13,752 units; costing £143. 


Country Towns WatTER SUPPLY. 


Campbelltown.—Six breaks occurred in the old 6-inch main in Menangle-road, and 58 feet have been 
renewed in consequence; and a few other minor breaks occurred in the town. A length of 900 yards of 8-inch 
main was laid in the main street, with ten hydrants and three stop valves. 

The Jelbart pumping plant installed last year has functioned well, with the exception of a new 
cylinder head, which was replaced by the suppliers of the plant. 

Some trouble was experienced with air getting into the rising service main and causing throbbing 
and vibration of the services connected thereto; this, apart from damage to the service pipes, causing the 
meters to register with all taps shut; temporary relief was effected by installing a capacious air vessel 
on the main, and it is intended to put in a separate rising main to the tank. 

A new timber outlet screen was installed in the service reservoir at Canal. 

The estimated population supplied was 1,925. 

Camden.—The new cast-iron 10-inch pipe across the Nepean Bridge was completed, but certain 
reinforcement of the bottom members of the longitudinal bridge girders has to be carried out in compliance 
with the wishes of the Department maintaining the bridge. On the line of this trunk main, three breaks 
occurred in the 8-inch woodstave pipe; also at three points on this line near Kenny Hill, where the pipes 
were attached to bridges over gullies, the main was lowered and deviated owing to bridge reconstruction. 
As reported elsewhere, considerable trouble was experienced from choking of meters and services by green 
weed from the canal; a new timber outlet screen was installed in the service reservoir at canal, but there 
will be more or less of this weed germinated until the canal is cleaned and the invert cavities filled. 

The estimated population served was 1,965. 

Liverpool-Ingleburn.—The regular work of maintenance of service reservoir and mains has been 
carried out during the year. As last year, considerable trouble was experienced with the woodstave trunk 
main to Ingleburn; corrosion of the wire binding where the pipes passed under the bed of a creek necessitated 
a considerable length being renewed in cast-iron. It may be observed parenthetically here that if the 
Board’s accountant could give the cost of repairs to all the woodstave mains in the Board’s system, the 
figures would be startling. 

The reducing valve also has caused considerable loss of water, as it necessarily must do when the 
demand is slack, and the abolition of this device and substitution of a break pressure tank, and provision 
of another main to feed the heights of Ingleburn direct, require attention. 

At Liverpool the balance of the reticulation was cleaned and a new 6-inch main was laid to Warwick 
Farm Racecourse. 

The estimated population served in Liverpool was 5,000, and in Ingleburn 335. 

Richmond.—During the year the pumpage was 22,870,000 gallons, an increase of 19-76 per cent. ; 
37 tons of coal, costing £118, and 39,016 units of current, costing £470, were consumed; the pumping 
expenses were £1,390. 

As before, the cost of the repairs and overhauls to the plant has been very heavy. Conditions in 
regard to the river have, however, improved considerably; a freshet early in the year removed the sand- 
bank round the suction pipe and deposited it adjacent to the suction of the Agricultural College, The suction 
pipe has been replaced by a new one, and a winch and bollard fitted to the dolphin to adjust the depth 
of immersion of rose and foot valve. 

The estimated population served was 1,970. 

Population Served.—The estimated population served extrancous to the Metropolis and Wollongong 
was 15,450, representing an estimated annual consumption of 174,760,000 gallons, 


Sourn Coast WaTER SUPPLY. 
Head Works.—The foreshores of No. 1 reservoir have been periodically cleaned of decaying 
vegetation as the water lowered; the installation of filtration plant has permitted this work to be carried 


to a lower level than heretofore. | 
Filtration 
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Filtration Plant.—A 12-inch Venturi meter has been substituted for the 6-inch positive meter 
supplied with the plant, and which restricted the flow very much; this larger and freer meter has 
considerably reduced the loss of head. 

Power Supply—Energy to the extent of 32,150 units, and costing £201, was drawn from the Port 
Kembla transmission line during the year. 

Trunk Mains.—The 15-inch reinforced concrete main was completed and put in service; but as 
collar joints have failed from time to time, its period of usefulness has been limited and intermittent. 

Service Reservoirs—The steel tank at Mount Kembla and the cast-iron tank at Dapto were cleaned 
and painted, and all other service reservoirs were cleaned. Some trouble is experienced at Port Kembla 
in keeping the reticulation supplied from the service reservoir owing to the inadequacy of the 6-inch supply 
main; this latter requires amplifying. 

Local Office —A contract has been let for the construction of a local office in Crown-street; the 
lack of this for years past has hampered the officers in administering the district, and its completion will 
greatly facilitate matters in this regard. 

Reticulation —234 yards of 6-inch and 926 yards of 4-inch main were laid; a length of 6-inch steel 
main at Port Kembla, which had been buried under a deep ash fill and was constantly giving trouble, was 
abandoned and new cast-iron pipes laid instead. 


Mains and House Services.— 


Mains laid ... re ag sale ie see A ... 8,034 yards. 
Mains removed and relaid ais Le oe he .... Temporarily over 
three railway bridges. 

Hydrants installed Bi i bing ve ve pane Le 
Defective services shut off bf bbe ie ay nai”) 
Plumbers’ applications ... a Fs: ys te ... 801 main drillings, 

369 extensions. 
Meters cleaned, disconnected, and exchanged 33 vole FAO 


The estimated population supplied from the Upper Cordeaux catchment was 27,585, and the water 
supplied was 438,000,000 gallons. 
ELecrricaL BRANCH. 


The electrical plant in use by the Board aggregates 6,000 h.p. 

The total number of Board of Trade units used for the year was 8,685,000: of which 6,000,000 were 
supplied by the City Council’s undertaking, 2,000,000 from the Government Tramway system, and 523,000 
were generated by the Board’s lighting and auxiliary sets—the balance of 162,000 being obtained from 
Government plants at Port Kembla and Richmond. 

The construction plant for shaft sinking and driving at the Pressure Tunnel is in course of con- 
struction, and arrangements for the supply of power to the various shaft sites are well in hand. 

Tenders have been let for the local construction of thirty 80 h.p. motors. Material also for switch- 
boards and switchgear is ordered. 

All the electrical plant distributed throughout the area covered by the Board’s system has been 
maintained throughout the year. 


(2) SEWERAGE. 


CoNSTRUCTION. 


During the year, 46 miles 1,313 yards of new sewers were constructed at a cost of £268,376. This 
total has been exceeded only four times since the inception of the Board, the total length now under its 
control being 1,273-71 miles. 

28 miles 1,345 yards were constructed by contract in 387 different works; 17 miles 1,928 yards were 
constructed by day labour in ninety-seven different works. 

The work of laying sewers in water charged ground can be done more satisfactorily by day labour 
than by contract; as the contractor would have to make such a big allowance for possible difficulties, it 
is also cheaper to do the work by day labour. 


WorkKS In PRoGREss. 


Ten low-level schemes are in progress, necessitating pumping stations at Coward-street, Mascot; 
Short-street, Vaucluse; Salisbury-street, Vaucluse; Collins-avenue, Rose Bay; O’Sullivan-street, Rose 
Bay; Wunulla-road, Rose Bay; Botanical Gardens; Hickson-road, City; Westbourne-street, Drummoyne; 
and one designed by the Board was constructed by the Neilsen Park Trust, for the benefit of the park. 

The pumping stations at Coward-street, Collins-avenue, and O’Sullivan-road were placed in water- 
charged sand, and a special method of construction had to be adopted. The outer ring wall was sunk as 
a caisson, the cutting shoe being formed in concrete as part of the wall. These cylinders sank very 
satisfactorily, being quite plumb when sunk to the full depth. At Coward-street the cylinder was kept 
pumped out and the material excavated by a grab on a 60-feet jib crane, the concrete bottom being put 
in by hand, At Collins-avenue the presence of springs made it necessary to allow it to fill with water, and 
the concrete bottom was put in with the assistance of a diver. At O’Sullivan-road the water was never 
pumped out, the excavation, as in the other cases, being done with a grab. 

Large areas were sewered in Ashfield, Bexley, Concord, Drummoyne, Enfield, Granville, Homebush, 
Kogarah, Manly, Marrickville, Mascot, Vaucluse, and Woollahra. 

A contract has been let for the main sewer carrier and the stormwater pipe through the hill from 
Coogee to the Basin Area at Kitchener-street, &c., Randwick, the local council having agreed to bear the 
cost of the stormwater portion. 

The duplication of the septic tanks and contact filter beds at Parramatta has been completed. 

These additions will permit further extensions of the sewers in this district. . 

A contract has been let for a large area on the north side of Parramatta River, and the surveys of 
another large area are nearing completion. MAINTENANCE 
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MAINTENANCE. 


Outfall Sewers and Stormwater Ducts —The main outfall sewers have been maintained and are all 
in good order. 

. The stormwater ducts have been maintained and regularly cleared of silt. 

During the year, the aqueduct at Spring Gully, Hornsby Outfall Works, has becn painted and the 
decking of footbridge over same repaired. 

The ladders and platforms in the Long Bay outfall sewer were thoroughly chipped, scraped and 
painted with biturine solution. 

The aqueduct of the Dobroyde submain over the Long Cove stormwater duct was overhauled and 
painted. 

The asphalt on the carrier of the Main Western sewer at Cooks River and Wooli Creek, Rockdale, 
was also repaired, and is now in good order. 

Reticulation Sewers.—These sewers have been well maintained. During the year, 112 new manhole 
covers were fixed in position to replace those worn out. 594 manholes were raised and 288 manholes 
lowered to conform to the altered street levels. 

As indicating the activity of the building trade, 1,286 junctions were fixed for house connections, 
and 142 side lines constructed, as against 995 junctions and 79 side lines for the previous year. 

Submains.—During the year, repairs were carried out to the submains at Daceyville and Mascot. 
This was necessary owing to the settlement of portions of the sewers, due to the heavily water-charged 
nature of the soil. 

The 24-inch submain in Botany-street, Waterloo, was also repaired and put in good order. This 
sewer is in wet ground, and it was found necessary to reconstruct a portion of same, monier pipes being 
used to replace the defective stoneware pipes. 

Removal of Silt-—The quantity of silt removed from foul water sewers was 3,063 cubic yards. Of 
this amount, 1,643 cubic yards were removed from the silt pits on the Long Bay outfall sewer. 

The amount of sand and detritus removed from the stormwater ducts was 16,627 cubic yards. 

Low Level Pumping Stations.—The low level pumping stations have all been well maintained. 

An additional pumping station at Nielsen Park was constructed for the Nielsen Park Trust during 
the year, and is being worked and maintained by the Board’s staff. 

The total number of pumping stations now in commission, including Parramatta and Nielsen Park, 
is 43. 

These are all automatic electrical pumping stations. 

Nine additional pumping stations are under construction. 

The total amount of sewage pumped during the year was 3,792,537,895 gallons, as against 

3,704,187,090 gallons pumped last year. 
Marrickville Pumping Station —During the year, the installation of the electrically-driven pumps 
was completed, the steam-driven units having been cut out in November, 1922. These pumps deal 
with the stormwater, and consist of three 21-inch pumps and one 33-inch pump. — The three 21-inch pumps 
have passed the tests, and been accepted, but the 33-inch pump is still waiting for sufficient stormwater to 
carry out a satisfactory test. 

The screens have been repaired during the year, and are now in good order. 

The wooden girders at the outfall of the central channel carrying the mechanism at the flood gate 
have been repaired, and are in perfect order. 

During the overhaul, the economiser was cleaned, and in addition the check valve seating on No. 2 
boiler was taken off, refaced and re-riveted; the boiler blow down main was renewed in parts; 3 bucket 
rings and 7 valves were renewed. 


Steam Pumps.—tThe installation of the new drive for the coal handling plant rendered necessary 
through the steam being cut off at the stormwater is nearing completion. 


The quantities of sewage and stormwater pumped during the year were as follows :— 


Year. | Sewerage. | Stormwater. | Coal used. | Rainfall. 
gallons. gallons. tons. points. 
1921-1922 690,010,800 39,800,000 572 3,618 
1922-1923 683,826,500 28,250,000 aoe 3,349 


The duty per cwt. of coal for sewage pumps was 50,759,959 feet Ibs. 

The duty per cwt. of coal for stormwater pumps was 23,093,571 feet lbs. 

Electric Pumps.—In, addition to the above, the electric units pumped 19,126,000 gallons, making a 
total of stormwater pumped for the year 47,376,000. 

North Sydney Outfall Works.—The air compressing plant has given every satisfaction. 

The Hypochlorite plant still continues to give good service. 

The sprays and discs on the percolating filters have been renewed as required throughout the year 

The activated sludge tanks have been maintained, and are in good working order. 

Chatswood Outfall.—These works have been well maintained and are in good order, 

The percolating filters which were completed in 1921 are working well. 


Hornsby Outfall—These works are all in good order. 
Balmoral Outfall—These outfall works have continued to give satisfaction. 


Hurstville. Liquefying Tank.—No repairs have been necessary in connection with this instaltation. 

The works are in good order. 

Parramatta Sewerage.—The reticulation sewers have been maintained and are in good ordev. 

The work of washing the filtering media is being continued, and will be completed during the comtng 
year. ~ The 
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The additional biological tanks and filters have been completed, and will be shortly put into 
commission. 
Botany and Rockdale Works.—During the year, the fences and drains have been kept in good order. 
44 miles of open drains have been cleared. 
| The quantity of silt removed from the silt pits on the Long Bay outfall sewer was 1,643 yards; 
included in this is a considerable amount of offal from the Abattoirs. 
All plant on these works is in good order. 


The revenue received was as follows :— j <)> Ss. 
Rents , oe: 7s nes apie . mY Ve ee y Oak hee 8) 
Agistment fees ... ot, cay obs es ae ae «» 240 18° 0 

ate oe me 43 at ne rh Te: ws £898 8° 0 


HovusE DRAINAGE BRANCH. 


The number of houses connected with the Board’s sewers during the twelve months ended 30th 
June, 1923, is as follows :—City, 223; Alexandria, 20; Annandale, 14; Ashfield, 218; Burwood, 76; 
Blamain, 45; Bexley, 146; Canterbury, 123; Concord, 927 - Drummoyne, 288 ; Darlington, 27; Enfield, 
345 ; Erskineville, a‘ Glebe, 12; Homebush, 20: Hurstv ille, 21: Hornsby, 13; Kogarah, 139; Leichhardt, 
70; Marrickville, 172: Masvot, 56; Mosman, 118; Manly, 189: Newtown, 39; North Sydney, 190; 
Petersham, 73; Paddington, 17; Parramatta, 40; Redfern, 13; Randwick, 347; Rockdale, 180; St. 
Peters, 52; Strathfield, 35} Vatelure, 85 ; Waverley, 277 ; Woollahza, 223 ; Watenloo. att Willoughby, 
309. Total, 4,480. 

The number of house drainage diagrams prepared and issued during the year was 9,838; and the 
plan fees amounted to £1,957 19s., as against £1,458 Os. 6d. for the previous year. 

The present method of dealing with applications under the deferred payment system is working 
satisfactorily. Under this system, 185 houses were connected during the year. 

The number of houses surveyed and charted on the detail sheets was 5,330.” 

648 plumbers’ and 974 drainers’ certificates were issued during the year. 

The following table shows the total number of houses connected with the sewers in their respective 
municipalities, and the outfalls by which the sewage is discharged :— 


NumsBer of Houses connected to following Outfalls for Year ending 30th June, 1923. 


Bondi. Long Bay. g | North Sydney. | Manly. a | af g 
Municipality. High | Low | High | Low 8 | High | Low | wean | reg High| Low| & | BS AG | total 
level. | level. | level. | level. 6) level. | level. level. | level. fee] [am |e 

City of Sydney ............ 15,063] 7,532 | 1,661 23| 146 24,425 
Adex HNO <i2ci.18308580000% ae .s | 1,987 522 +34 2,509 
Annandale .............5005 671 | 750 |1,266 | 188 2,875 
ABSBHEld Pasiieresssste saat aH .. |6,459 | 1,257 mre ee gh ay Bsa Ae stg mem poe hae 7,716 
Burwood 4.24.52 .0 3003-0005 aan ee 270 ser old “i AG Ras wi Se ay Sen yl eee aie | eee |) SO 
Balmain ficesigiesctsesseuses 3,766 | 2,686] ... eee Us van Hl Se 6,452 
BOKISY eins eres she ween ae is 4] 136RE 1,622 
Botany werssasasvvecseesecaes eg a 87 4 sa5 a a & #2 Aas or 91 
Canterbury .............00 Ree came a hs br Mees ays ss ME BPs et bees ify 1,517 
COGRGOE enced estan. tas otess if Bek 305 | 1,143 1,448 
Drummoyne. .....5.0050000. ay sae 6415828 4 S60) os. <b 36 si ee bak veri flakes aue di O88 2,688 
Darlington........00s0s000885 G95 4 sas Ne ate 4s ek sek ee Sue a Beal cee stn. eae 795 
MINH OLE .aeiseteseaeea beenens ee ae soa || chy et 4 eae oe: oes ies Aes ads posal haat eae tate 1,178 
Erskineville...............06. ae Ane 540 | 1,055 are Ae RNs ace ae sie Aart eats sie) Bea 1,595 
Ghebeic.s.sassssaswearsasoens es 2,704 | 1,747 22 218 se cae Sac io $i cae chen erate ube pane 4,691 
FLOME DUB ce. ceatew sears sce “A 8: 13 | 292 305 
Hurstville ¢:.ss acest s-cteriest a tee 198 nae veh ves is ibe ae shee Ncw) ese sae | dee 198 
Horns byaie-ccer aka eee etre vi ave si es ssh bbs te ts ats a7 ssc 4300 1 5x00 aes 336 
Kogarah ....00..ses0sessstes' 5% sea | 1,567 sie 4a hs 3a¢ oie ae ee ae ee tor Naeee 1,357 
Meichhardt),..saceseshess st 1,383 389 | 3,645 | 2,143 Ky sale ats baa Re eas Re is San a eee 7,560 
Marrickville ............... axe s. | 6,048 | 2,789 Sos aS S55 EN, a5; ana Ag pee ses ol eee §,137 
Mascot: a, .ccncsecsticvssse sats eke 4 3 }1,021 151 th ae va 2% hs oe a Bere eried ATS 
Mosmanys..as-ccie.c eee eee ae Rok We Tee Soha) eave 8S) se. | Ole int ee eee eS Pee Nee 3.586 
Manly:ciz..oaserenetinc cents Pe ei ms mes hae ate see te cen | 2090] SOU ed ats fea ee 2,903 
ING WEOWL cecssene: eanteetens 2,407 8 | 3,002 946 34! Soe ai ee vs Rot seneal ei veal eee 6,363 
North Sydney.......5.-...6 ei a6 vas ao os 18674 1 1B5 4 ga a as See iad Sprit See 8,799 
Petersharii) akessesosccesens 257 34 | 5,033 44 ats ba see my bic ie Rea he sigs Laval] RORDOS 
Paddingtoniceere.sssstncent: 4,919 187 | 394 se ak oh — eG th, a oe ee Seca hat 5,500 
Parramatta csmusses tenets ‘a Aaa ah Nat ae ARS bas bas ve aon Ske Wi ate TEOeST ae 2,393 
Redferi. .,....rsh2080000-055 875; 8 |4,463] ... ne kine race Urteee (amen ee ee eM ee he 
Randwick o.iti.s.0s000000%6. 1,042 33 45 --- | 6,880 sink atic ess ae ss san, Hy aie peau be 8,000 
Rockdale... onsetseteet: aan cor HB ooo ae a, ie, es ote ate ce. cial pies seit bee 3,389 
St. Peter's. cn. on ssseecetiase eal na 27 | 2,515 aa +s bse ee use bee ee tee exe. toes 2,542 
Strathtield \c.ss..sserct eevee nek ae 758 | 704 ine oa +5 a a Bes Wa ay es 38 Ree re hers 1,462 
Vaucluse. c.2: cecmneccssyeeeon ae ae ie wes San eae Bae ies bs — $s 461 
Waverley sicressseeeontens 7,644 | ... ne =o 191 as; te Sook ee dbs ae 7,835 
Woollahra cece. ..ccneaene 4,782 | 712 i ey ed des civ eee eo ahs 5,494 
Waterloo.ceccen..cseraeere ie ve 12,480 47 had 5 ay oe pee Pox 2,536 
Willoughby «......-0..stese: Oe he ne ore ey (LONG suc tS. 12,909 

ANS OWL Sopedsossats 363,603 |14,086 | 55,340 |16,386 | 7,368 |12,902| 125 | 873 2,909 2,536 367 |336 rata 159,300 390 


SANITARY PLUMBING. 


me The number of new works supervised by the staff was 5,834. These represented 6,971 separate 
uildings. 


_ The number of certificates issued was 616, the number of soil pipes tested 925, and 263 special 
inspections were made, With 
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With the erection of so many large buildings the work in the City has greatly increased. 

The Board having sanctioned the use of syphonic closets under certain conditions, a considerable 
number of these have been installed in the more expensive houses. These closets are comparatively noiseless, 
and give a more concentrated flush to the drains, but the design of their installation requires more detailed 
inspection to ensure that syphonic action is properly controlled. , 

With the advent of larger buildings, the 4-inch soil pipe was found to be too small where large numbers 
of water closets were installed. The next size was 6 inches. Following on suggestions made, the local 
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manufacturers are now making 5-inch soil pipes to the specification of the British Engineering Standards 


Committee. This size (5 inches) is now being used where formerly a 4-inch soil pipe was employed. With 
the additions which are frequently made to existing soil pipes, and the difficulty of preventing syphonage, 
this is a very satisfactory development. 

Owing to the difficulty of preventing noise when operating water-closet cisterns, flushing valves 
have become popular. For sanitary reasons these cannot be supplied direct from the Board’s mains, and 
are served from storage cisterns. This also ensures that efficient service can be obtained from these valves, 
where the pressure is high. 
SEWER VENTILATION. 

Two contracts for the erection of vent shafts were carried out during the year. 

The number of shafts erected was 112. Of these, 106 were 6 inches diameter ; three, 9 inches diameter ; 
three, 12 inches diameter. Of these, thirty-eight were reinforced concrete vents. 

The following work was carried out by the Maintenance Staff :— 

Shafts repainted : h: sh at} dis pe 950 
Area painted in square yards 
Shafts repaired with new tubing... 


New tubing used (lineal feet) ... he oi 53 bas sb.e) oh OOD 
New wiring used, 6 gauge es ‘re et ss ey)! ), dk geOG 
New wiring used, 10 gauge 279 
New anemometer doors 43 
Bands refixed 627 
Cowls repaired 18 
New straining eyebolts 78 
New exhaust cowls... 27 
New induct cowls Ae any 3 
Shafts taken down and re-erected 29 
Shafts taken down and not re-erected ... 29 
Water sprays repaired ia. oe 114 
Automatic flushing tanks repaired 97 
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Fresh air induct valves adjusted . as sn a : 
The total number of shafts in the Metropolitan area and Parramatta is 12,125. Of these 69 are 


concrete. 
The deodorising plant at Bellevue Hill is working satisfactorily. 


The plant at Ben Buckler is also in good order. 
The shafts on the Western Main Sewer are closed down on account of the Abattoir sewage. 


TESTING SUB-BRANCH. 


The following tests were carried out :— 


Stoneware pipe tested 74 
Sand tests ... 40 
12 


Cement tests : aay me 4 oe 7a de He ie 
__ Forty-six tests of stoneware pipes placed in cold water and brought to the boiling point and kept 
boiling for one hour were made for the purpose of comparing the difference in porosity with a pipe placed 


in cold water for twenty-four hours. 
Samples of coal were prepared and forwarded to the Medical Officer for calorific value tests. 


Nicut-soiL Depots. 

At present there are two night-soil depdts at which night soil is deposited in the Board’s sewer, 
viz. :— 
One at Marrickville, which is under the control of the Marrickville Council, and the other at Leich- 
hardt, which is under the control of the Board, but the night-soil is tipped by the various bodies who use it. 


The number of pans tipped was as follows :— 


Drummoyne Council ae fee, om Re 86,896 
Ashfield . fen hs ve a Se ee eee ol Dk 
Leichhardt _ ne oe * ret ath Hoe ee 317 
Railway Commissioners 650 
Sydney Harbour Trust 3138 

Total mows : whe See, WEBER 


Under the Local Government (Validation and Amendment) Act, 1922, the Local Government Act, 
1919, was amended to the effect that the Board “shall upon application by any Council confirmed by 
direction of the Minister of Public Works, provide a suitable depot within the municipality of the applying 
Council with appliances and necessary attendance, and shall permit the emptying of night-soil pans into 
the sewers of the Board within that municipality, and shall undertake and supervise the disposal of night- 
soil at such depot for the Council, and such Board may make a reasonable charge upon the Council for the 
service thus rendered.” 

During the year applications have been received for the establishment of night soil depots from 
the following Councils :—Botany, Randwick, Kogarah, Manly, and Vaucluse, SURVEY 


40 


SuRVEY BRANCH. 


The Survey Branch has been exceptionally busy during the year, as is evidenced by the great length 
of new sewers laid. 

Skeleton surveys in connection with detail surveys have been extended in Alexandria, Burwood, 
Concord, Enfield, Homebush, Parramatta, Strathfield, Waterloo, Waverley, and City of Sydney. 

Surveys of seventy-nine detail shects have been completed, and nine revision surveys made. 

Seventy-five detail sheets have been drawn. 

Seventeen compilations for use of House Drainage Staff have been prepared, and twenty-one recent 
subdivisions charted on detail survey heliographs for the same staff. 

The survey of the line of the Pressure Tunnel was further advanced by the marking of its position 
on each shaft site acquired. 

Surveys for some very large sewerage schemes which will have to be undertaken in the near future 
have been pushed on. The preliminary survey of the four main branch sewers off the Long Bay Outfall 
which will serve all the unsewered portion of South Randwick and parts of Mascot and Botany, have been 
completed, and a report for submission to the Public Works Committee of Parliament is in course of 
preparation. This also includes the preliminary survey of the reticulation of the populous district in the 
neighbourhood of the Rifle Range, South Kensington, &c. 

The preliminary survey of the large area called the Western Illawarra scheme, embracing portions 
of Rockdale, Bexley, and Hurstville, is also completed and ready to submit to the Public Works Committee. 

The land below gravitation limits along the shore of Parramatta River has been investigated and 
divided into low level areas from Miller-street, Drummoyne (which is the boundary of the latest survey), 
to the boundary of the existing Homebush low level area.. Ten new pumping stations will be required to 
complete the scheme. 

The survey plans and sections for the reticulation of No. 4 Low Level Area in the Botany low level 
scheme have been completed and are ready for contract. 

A survey of the sub-main off the Northern Suburbs outfall sewer near the Spit to intercept is 
Balmoral slopes sewers has been commenced, also the preliminary survey of the area to the east of the 
sewered portions of Rockdale and Kogarah. The latter is a very large scheme, which will embrace 
Brighton-le-Sands, Sans Souci, Sandringham, and the shores of Georges River for many miles, and take 
in all the land beyond the scope of the mains in the Canterbury-Campsie scheme, which mains the Public 
Works Department has now started, and thus bring a populous district within the benefits of the sewerage 
system. 
v These are only a few of the large schemes which will have to be undertaken in the future in order to 
bring thickly populated suburbs into line with the demand for a healthy civilisation. 

J. G. 8, PURVIS, M. Inst.C.E., 
Chief Enginecr. 
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APPENDIX. 


Tasle A, 


RAINFALL. 


CATCHMENT AREA, 


Rain Gauge Stations. SE eth ip Yearly 


1922. 


{ 
| 


Average. July to Dec. 
Group No. 1, Cataract— 
Sherbrogker .+..c.sersccers 31 59-12 31-90 
Madden’s Plains ......... 16 58-49 29-13 
LetteriBoxs 2. fecs. tients 15 48-54 35-62 
Mount Pleasant ......... 164 60°55 30-20 
Cataract Dam ............ 193 34-75 24-76 
Broughton’s Pass......... 354 34-09 18-84 | 
Group No. 2, Nepean— 
Cond Gaus. .os.ceesonsess 52 61-22 41-51 
Cordeaux Gauge Weir 14 42-13 25-98 
Rohertsonts.1:ceaesercsn ss 334 59-40 36-14 
MATGAC ON, sasetevecses ons 374 34-50 21-66 
Barpome ecacccrsssessscsaces 214 31-63 19-67 
WHLEOUUP renters tes sos ss.ctcle cae 274 28:21 17-06 
Group No. 3, Woronora— 
Madden’s Creek ......... 164 56-24 40-56 
Darkes Forest ............ 164 41-76 25-67 
PANO DUTE Mt sett ten tects. sins sees 163 31-85 19-99 
Waterfolligtes =. cccsswles cc : 16 50:21 23-07 
Prospect Reservoir ...... 16 33:18 18-09 
Roy CNG Vateemrac<cc2 atscteencs 64 40-41 21-88 


US SS SS tH 4A eee ee een 


1923, 
No. . of Days 
aieack Jan, to.June, nine. 
57 24-70 55 
57 2317 58 
54 20°75 44 
65 35-04 61 
55 11-76 45 
64 10-04 41 
53 23°81 63 
54 14-67 50 
62 20-94 65 
56 10-90 42 
41 10-68 35 
45 8-34 30 
60 25°33 60 
53 16-51 46 
40 11-99 Ay ED 
51 19-38 51 
49 10:47 42, 
62 18-36 56 


[6 photographs ; 2 plans. ] 


Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1922. 
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Total rain 
for Year. 


56-60 
52°30 
56°37 
65-24 
36-52 
28-88 


65-32 
40-65 
57:08 
32°56 
30°35 
25-40 


65-89 
42-18 
23-98 
42-45 
28-56 
40-24 
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Total No. 
of Days 
Raining. 
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Potts Hill Reservoir (No. 2). 
Situated about 10 miles from the City. This covers an area of 52 acres, and holds water to a depth of 12 feet 6 inches, the total capacity being 150 million gallons. 22981 
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Construction of New Filter Beds, Parramatta Septic Tank Outfall Works. 
22981 Showing underneath drainage. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


METROPOLITAN BOARD O¥ WATER SUPPLY AND 
SEWERAGE. 


(STATEMENT OF THE POLICY OF THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS RESPECTING, AND THE 
SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY.) 


Printed under No. 15 Report from Printing Committee, 20 December, 1923. 


SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY. 


In order that my relationship, as Minister, with the Metropolitan Board and the Sydney Water Supply 
may be properly understood, it is necessary that I briefly refer to the position during my previous control 
of the Department. 

In October, 1918, there was submitted to me a comprehensive report from the Chief Engineer for 
Water Supply and Sewerage of the Public Works Department as to the augmentation, extension of storages, 
&c., on the Sydney water supply catchment area, the Warragamba and other schemes. Having regard 
to the stupendous importance of the matter at issue, and particularly as proposals differing materially from 
what was suggested in the report had been put forward, I determined upon the appointment of an expert 
committee comprising the best engineering talent at the disposal of the Government, and securing repre- 
sentation thereon to the Metropolitan Board by its President and Chief Engineer, asking that the committee 
report fully as to what steps should be taken to secure an adequate supply of water for the City of Sydney 
and its environs, supplying the fullest information possible with regard to the needs for the following three 
decades under these heads :— 


Estimated population to be served in each year. 

Volume of water required. 

Works necessary to supply such volume of water and deliver same into the distributory system. 
Cost of works proposed and order of their construction, with approximate yearly expenditure. 


That committee in addition, however, to dealing with the question of storages (and as an outcome 
of their report in that regard, the Cordeaux, Avon, and Lupton Dams have been determined, the two former 
being well advanced in construction and the Authorising Bill for the latter being now before the House), 
has also dealt with a large scheme for the amplification of the distributory system, which I referred to them 

at the special request of the Metropolitan Board. This matter was not contemplated originally when I 
appointed the committee, but its desirability arose during trouble experienced in connection with the 
water distribution in 1919. At the same time, having regard to the serious position that faced the Board, 
I anticipated Parliamentary sanction and gave the Board authority to proceed at once with a 36-inch 
main across to the Main Western road, and as I have understood from the Board on numerous occasions 
since, my action in this matter was of very material benefit in meeting the position. 

The amplification of the distributory system referred to above involved an expenditure of over 
two millions of money, including the 36-inch main, the construction of which I had already approved. The 
Expert Committee reported on 11th July, 1919, substantially endorsing the Board’s proposals and emphasis- 
ing the importance of expedition in carrying them out. Before leaving office I approved of these recom- 
mendations, and subsequently the works were referred to the Public Works Committee by my successor. 
Upon my resuming office I found that my predecessor had not brought the Public Works Committee’s 
recommendation (which was made subsequently) before the House during the previous Session for the 
necessary Authorising Bill, and one of my first actions in the new Parliament on this Government assuming 
office was to secure the necessary authorisation of the amplification works, the Bill being dealt with in the 
House in September, 1922. 

With regard to the amplification works—which are essential to the distribution of the water in the 
city and suburbs as apart from the storage—-I now come to the more recent work which the Board has 
sought, viz., a 48-inch water main from Pipehead to Ryde for the supply of the northern suburbs. — At 
the end of July last a communication was received from the Board intimating that it had had under con- 
sideration the question of laying this new main at a total estimated cost of £425,000; and in view of the 
urgency I was asked to give authority to proceed with the work as early as possible. Necessarily having 
regard to the fact that authority had just been obtained for all the works that were thought to be required 
for the distributien up to 1932, further information was sought, but it could not be stated w vhy this particular 
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work had not been included in the list earlier placed before the Special Committee. I thereupon determined 
to refer this particular matter also to the special expert committee; and the report being favourable, at 
the same time stressing the urgency, I have now the work submitted to the House for authorisation, 
dispensing with reference to the Public Works Committee, as I have done in other cases, feeling that the 
report of the body of experts should ensure the confidence of the House and avoid unnecessary time which 
would be entailed in the usual procedure of inquiry and report by. the Public Works Committee. 


So far, therefore, as the general position of the Sydney water supply is concerned, I think I have 
clearly shown that by the steps I have taken from time to time, I have sought to facilitate the work of the 
Board in every way possible, ard despite the fect {hat this large work was not included in the previous list, 
I have endeavoured to meet the position. 


I now turn to the relationship of the Board and the Public Works Department, and in this connection 
I desire to make clear at once to the public mind that the Works Department in no sense deals with the 
detailed expenditure of the Board, as has been stated in various articles appearing in the Press recently and 
at earlicr dates. All new works constructed by the Board are financed out of Loans, and the Votes are 
taken, so far as the Water Board is concerned, on the Loan Estimates under two heads, viz. :— 


(1) Water Supply—General Reticulation, Improvements, &c., including Sydney Water Supply 
Amplification. 


(2) Sewerage—Construction and Ventilation of Sewers generally. 


The details are not known to the Works Department, the Metropolitan Board determining entirely 
the urgency and order of its works. So far as the total sum under these General Votes is concerned, however, 
it is the duty of the Works Department to transmit to the Board information as to the amount that can be 
made available in connection with the Government’s loan expenditure programme, and in this regard 
the Board has to conform, as have other Departments, to the general allotment. Difficulty has been 
experienced from time to time with the Board in this particular respect, in that requests are made for sums 
much in excess of what the Board can reasonably expect to expend; and as an example I should like to 
quote from the official records a position that rose in connection with the 1919-20 Estimates :— 


‘ By arrangement Messrs. Millner and Smail saw the Minister this afternoon with myself, when 
the matter of proposed loan expenditure by the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage 
for the current financial year was discussed. 


“The Minister pointed out that the request from the Board for the loan requirements 
aggregated for water supply and sewerage services a total of £1,415,226. It would, of course, be 
understood that the Government’s loan operations would necessarily be confined to a stated sum, 
and that therefore the inclusion of amounts representing works which could not be carried out would 
lead. to the exclusion of ot her works which could be carried out. It was desired, therefore, to know 
exactly from the Board the amount that it was considered could be reasonably spent with due regard 
to economy and the difficulty in securing the necessary labour and material. 


‘Mr. Millner stated that with the Engineer-in-Chief and his secretary he had gone into the 
matter during the morning and it was felt that if a sum of £600,000 were made available for all servicesa 
this would be sufficient. 

‘The Minister then stated that he hoped to be able to have such an amount made available, 
and that, if it were found towards the end of the financial year the Board really could expend more 
with advantage, no doubt arrangements could be made for a further sum from Loans Expenditure 
Suspense.” . 

© (Sgd:)elC, 
—_—— ‘* Under Secretary. 


‘* Approved—R.T.B., 24/7/19.” “23/7/19. 


In connection with the amount asked for by the Board for the financial year 1922-23, as I have 
already stated in the Press, this sum was £1,586,450; the amount voted was £883,800, and this, together 
with the unexpended balance on 30th June, 1922, viz., £176,265 made a total amount of £1,060,065 available 
to the Board for expenditure. 

Having regard to the possible further expenditure under the Parliamentary authority obtained by 
me for the extensive amplification works, I, at the request of the Board, had also arranged with the Treasurer 
for an additional sum of £130,000 over and above the amount quoted. The Board’s expenditure for the 
financial year just closed was £932,000 odd, which left a balance on the Votes of over £127,000, and no 
expenditure took place from the special provision of £130,000. There was thus available an amount of 
£257,000 in excess of the money actually spent. ; 

With regard to the Votes for the present year, provision was made for the Water Board to the extent 
of its expenditure last year, but in a special letter to the Treasurer when dealing with the Loan Estimates 
[ particularly referred to the Water Board, and said that “‘ so far as the Board was concerned, if the Expert 
Committee's report on the proposed new 48-inch main were favourable, and the work were authorised, then 
it might be necessary to approach him at a later stage for special provision.” 


In this connection I should like to say that the Water Board made its apportionment of the amount 
available as follows :— 


Water... Nas ar by, Ay, os wy ao 5 £655,530 
Sewerage..." ... a ae ae aha Be ott i £285,000 


the details of which are entirely in its own hands for determination; and at this stage I would again like to 
definitely contradict any Press statements to the effect that the Works Department has in any way had 
to do with the apportionment of the detail. 


3. 
In a communication dated 12th November from the Water Board, the Board urge that the matter 
of providing an additional £345,012 might receive consideration, a number of works being enumerated, the 
major of these being— 


£76,000. ... 72-inch main. 
£29,000 - ... ... Centennial Park reservoir. 
£100,000 ... ... 48-inch main, Pipehead to Ryde. 


So far as the Centennial Park reservoir is concerned, I have approved of the acceptance of the contract. 
With regard to the 72-inch main, the Treasury has been written to asking that the necessary funds be made 
available to permit of the Water Board accepting the contract which is has just recommended. Respecting 
the 48-inch main, as already indicated in my letter to the Treasurer, that Department will be approached 
for the further funds necessary, and I have had the assurance of the Treasurer that not only in regard to 
this work, but to any other works the Board may deem special, the fullest consideration will be given, and 
the Treasurer will not withhold his sanction for the funds for any works that the Board considers essential 
to the Sydney water supply. . 

I may say, however, that on the basis of the amount made available for the year, viz., £940,540, the 
Board is £13,000 short of its proportionate expenditure up to the end of November. 

With regard to the position as it at present exists, I have to-day had an interview with the President 
and the Engineer-in-Chief of the Water Board, and am advised that with the restriction preventing the 
use of fixed hoses and sprinklers, the Board fully anticipates being able to cope with the situation. It has 
to be explained that with the present system the maximum quantity of water that can be sent down con- 
tinuously is approximately 70 million gallons per day, whereas the draw off yesterday registered 75 million 
gailons. The 70 million gallons per day represents approximately 70 gallons per head per day for the 
population served, and it is considered by the Board that this is fair and adequate provision—or even a 
liberal supply. This quantity has been maintained for the past three weeks, and under it a full supply 
should be available for all the districts served, provided the demands of the lower levels be not altogether 
excessive, but properly regulated. 

In this connection it is pointed out further that a very considerable proportion of the more closely 
settled suburbs immediately adjacent to the city area do not consume anything like that average per head, 
thus making available to the others in the more outlying parts a quantity considerably in excess of the 
70 gallons per head per day. One area seriously affected by the excessive demands on the lower levels is 
Vaucluse, but the Board is endeavouring as far as possible to meet the situation there; a new arterial main 
is being Jaid, which will be completed before Christmas. 

Respecting the northern suburbs, the total supply available equals 174 million gallons per day to 
a population of 214,000. This represents 80 gallons per head per day, which the Board consider an ample 
allowance. Itis only when that supply is exceeded that the residents on the higher zones feel the shortage. 

On the general question of restrictions, it should be borne in mind that these are not in any sense 
confined to Sydney, for asa matter of fact it is not an unusual thing to have them in connection with 
supplies in most large Homeland cities. 

The consumption last week was 10 million gallons per day more than for the corresponding period 
of last year. As to the future, pending the laying of the new 48-inch main from Pipehead to Ryde, I am 
advised that a proposal will be made to the Board to boost the supply on the existing 36-inch main to meet 
maximum requirements. The main amplification works, including the pressure tunnel and the Centennial 
Park reservoir, are being pushed ahead. 

Regarding the reconstitution of the Board, the Bill prepared is a large and comprehensive measure, 
at present containing 132 clauses, those relating to the financial interests being of an intricate character, 
requiring very serious and close consideration. The measure has been in the hands of the Parliamentary 
Draftsman, but on account of the &cssion drawing to a close, and with the accumulation of business, it 
has been found impossible to get the measure through. As soon as this position was realised, notice of a 
short Bill was given, which it is hoped to pass through this Session, extending the life of the present Board 
until the new measure shall have been passed into law in the coming Session. 


R. T. BALL. 


[4d.] Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1924. 
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 


WATER SUPPLY FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF BLACKHEATH. 


REPORT. 


an PARLIAMENTARY STANDING ComMITTEE oN PuBiic Works, appomted during 
the Second Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1912 (3 George V, No. 45), and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works Election Enabling Act of 1922 (18 George V, No. 19), to whom 
was referred for consideration and report “ the expediency of constructing a system 
of water supply for the Municipality of Blackheath,” have after due inquiry 
resolved that it 1s expedient the proposed work be carried out; and in accordance 
with subsection (d) of clause 34 of the Public Works Act of 1912, report their 
resolution to the Legislative Assembly :— 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. The official information regarding this proposal shows that in 1907 a reservoir 
was constructed by the Public Works Department on Adams’ Creek, about 2 miles 
from Blackheath, by the buildig of a concrete dam, curved in plan, and 64 feet high; 
which impounds 66,000,000 gallons of water when the storage is full’ The cost of this 
work was £3,438. «The catchment of the reservoir has an area of nearly 2 square miles, 
off which the proportion of the run-off to the rainfall is high. The storage was filled within 
seven months of the completion of the dam. 


The utilisation of the water in the reservoir for the supply of the town of Black- 
heath was considered in 1910 by the Public Works Department and the Blue Mountains 
Shire Council. The cost of the works, viz., £19,400, with an estimated annual charge of 
£1,486 for that purpose, was then deemed to be prohibitive. 


In 1913 a small pumping plant was installed on the right bank of the storage, 
and an agreement entered into with Mr. Mark Foy for the supply of water to the Hotel 
Majestic and residents of Medlow on the expressed understanding that the water was 
not guaranteed to be suitable for drinking or culinary purposes. The capacity of the 
pumping plant is 5,000 gallons per hour. 


During the following years the question of supplying Blackheath with water by 
pumping from Adams’ Creek reservoir or elsewhere was considered at intervals by the 
Department and by the Shire Council, and later by the Municipal Council, Blackheath 
having become a municipality in 1919. 


On the 26th April, 1921, the Municipal Council passed a resolution requesting 
the Minister for Public Works to move Parliament to refer to the Committee the matter 
of the provision of a water supply with reticulation for the town of Blackheath, the Council 
agreeing to undertake all the obligations of the Local Government Act, 1919, in respect 
of such works when complete, and to accept liability for their cost. 


The proposal was referred to the consideration of the Committee on the 22nd 


November, 1922. 
THE 
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THE PROPOSED SCHEME. 


2. A supply pipe from Adams’ Creek reservoir will be laid to a pumping station 
a few chains down-stream of the proposed dam. At this station two sets of three- 
throw pumps will be provided, each of a capacity of 13,000 gallons per hour and with 
a combined capacity of 26,000 gallons per hour. There are two alternative methods, 
by one of which the pumps would be driven. The first is that by electric motors supplied 
with current by the Municipal Council through a branch line, which will connect with 
the Council’s transmission line on the Great Western road, near water reserve 192, 
about a mile from Blackheath railway-station. ‘The second is by a suction-gas plant. 
The method to be used has yet to be decided. Whichever will be the most economical 
and effective will be adopted. For the purpose of this submission the first alternative 
has been estimated. 


The existing suction-gas plant supplying Medlow with water will continue to 
pump direct from the storage reservoir as at present, excepting when the water is so 
depleted that the suction lift would be too high. In the latter event the new plant would 
be brought into operation to lift the water to a new pump well adjacent to the existing 
pumping station, whence the present plant would pump the water to Medlow. 


The water for Blackheath will be pumped through a cast-iron pipe line 9 inches 
diameter, about 14 miles long, and having a capacity of 26,000 gallons per hour. A 
new rising main 3 inches diameter will be connected with the Blackheath risimg main 
and discharge into a pump well to be excavated near the existing Medlow pumping 
station and to be concrete lined, having a capacity of 80,000 gallons. The present 
suction main would be connected to this well. 


The rising main to Blackheath will discharge into a service reservoir built of remn- 
forced concrete and having a capacity of 500,000 gallons, which equals two and a half 
days’ maximum consumption. From this reservoir Blackheath would he reticulated. 
The land for this reservoir has been resumed in anticipation of this work being carried 

out. 

Allowance has been made for an automatic starter of the pumpmg machinery, 
to be worked by a float in the Blackheath service reservoir. As this will obviate the 
necessity for constant attendance of the driver at the pumping station it may be found 
possible in actual working to reduce the amount of the wages charge, but for the purpose 
of the estimate full wages have been included. 


An electric water-level indicator will be installed at the Blackheath service 
reservoir and telephone connection made between the service reservoir and the pumping 
station. 


The pipe lines will be of cast-iron and of the following lengths :—9-inch diameter, 
64 chains; 6-inch diameter, 202 chains; 4-inch diameter, 444 chains; 3-inch diameter, 
50 chains. 


No additional reticulation has been included for the Medlow portion of the 
municipality. 


ESTIMATED COST. 


3. The estimated cost of the scheme is £45,300. This includes £16,660 for the 
reticulation of Blackheath only; £6,060 for the rising main to Blackheath; £6,300 
for the service reservoir at Blackheath; £3,900 for pumping machmery; £3,641 for 
engineering and contingencies; and £2,186 interest during construction. The balance 
is made up of expenditure to date (including land resumed for the supply; part cost 
of Medlow dam; and preliminary investigation and other expenses); transmission 
line; engine-house and access path; branch pipe to Medlow pumping station; electric 
water-level indicator and telephone wiring; clearing line of rismg main; and easements 
and resumptions. 


The proportion of the capital cost of the Medlow dam to be charged to the Black- 
heath supply has been determined in accordance with the relative consumption of water 
anticipated in the two settlements, and amounts to £2,552, 


ESTIMATED 
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ESTIMATED ANNUAL CHARGES. 


4. The annual charges against the municipality are estimated at £4,787, and are 
made up as follow :— 


Annual repayment to cover interest and sinking fund for fifty years z 

on £45,300 at 5£ per cent., 5-91 per cent. per annum . OTF 
Renewal fund to cover cost of replacements in twenty-five years, with 

interest at 4 per cent., £6,000 at 2:40 per cent. per annum : 144 
Administrative charges ; ; ; ; 200 
Kngine-drivers’ wages, including provision for annual leave. 375 
Turncock’s wages, part time : ; 150 
Repairs and stores. 100 


Electric current for pumping 10,000,000 gallons for Medlow and 
44,700,000 gallons for Blackheath, 219,000 units at 14d. (rate 
stated in letter of 1ith January, 1923, from the Town Clerk) . 1,141 


£4,787 
The estimated cost of the water to be supplied per thousand gallons 1s 1s. 9d. 


ANNUAL ESTIMATED REVENUE. 


5. The revenue is estimated at £4,828. Of this, a rate of 5d. in the £ on the 
unimproved capital value, omitting Medlow (£193,360) will provide £4,028. (The limit 
of rating, without the special permission of the Governor, would be £4,050.) From the 
sales of water—8,000,000 gallons at 2s. per 1,000 gallons—a sum of £800 is expected to 
be realised. 


THE COMMITTEER’S INQUIRY AND CONCLUSION. 


6. In carrying out their inquiry the Committee have inspected portions of the 
catchment area, and the storage of the Medlow water supply, from which it is proposed 
to draw water for the Blackheath Municipality. Evidence has also been obtamed from 
representatives of the municipality and residents generally. 

The necessity for the proposed scheme is due principally to the increase in the 
number of buildings erected within the municipality during the last few years. At 
present there is no regular water supply, the residents obtaining water from roof 
catchments. The Railway Department, however, has a special supply from a dam at 
Govett’s Creek to the local park, and provides a service to the municipal gardens and 
two local hotels. This supply is liable to be cut off at a week’s notice, and the Depart- 
ment has notified the local council that no further connections will be made. - 

The supply to the Municipal authorities by the Railway Department is inadequate 
to thoroughly water the streets and flush the gutters. Inconvenience is experienced in 
dry seasons owing to the tanks of the residents running out and involving the necessity 
of cartage from various springs in the neighbourhood of the town, at an approximate 
cost of 2s. 6d. per 100 gallons. The absence of water in case of fire naturally gives rise 
to apprehension amongst the population, and results in an insurance rate on wooden 
cottages of 12s. 6d. per £100. 

In spite of the absence of a regular water supply, the health of the town is good, 
the occurrence of notifiable diseases being confined to fourteen cases during the last 
seven years. In dry summer months, however, organic matter in the tanks is responsible 
for a number of diarrheral attacks, principally amongst young people. Very few 
breaches of the Health Act and regulations have occurred during the last two years, 
and these have been of a minor character. 

The maximum population provided for in the scheme for a period of years 1s 
6,500 in the summer and 2,330 in the winter months. This population is inclusive of 
Blackheath and Medlow. The consumption of water is estimated at 330,000 gallons 
per day, the allowance provided for being 40 gallons and 30 gallons in the summer and 
winter months respectively—an annual total of 60,225,000 gallons.- The capacity of 
the dam when full is 66,000,000 gallons, which will give a supply on the basis mentioned 
and without any further rainfall for a period of twelve months, and this is regarded as 
ample for many years to come. It has been pointed out in evidence that the con- 
sumption quoted is a liberal one, inasmuch as neither Blackheath nor Medlow contain 
industries requiring large amounts of water, and, in the event of the scheme at any 
‘time becoming inadequate, facilities exist for the erection of an additional dam below 
that now in use. There 


or. 
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There appears to be no reason to doubt that the scheme is one well within the 
capacity of the municipality to finance. A charge of 5d. in the £ on the unimproved 
capital value on all land liable to water rate will yield £4,028, which, with an estimated 
sale of 8,000,000 gallons at 2s. per 1,000, will be increased to £4,828, or £41 over 
the estimated annual charges; but as the population expands and new buildings are 
erected the financial position is hkely to be improved to such an extent that a lower 
rate will be. adequate. 

The financial position of the municipality 1s satisfactory. The general fund 
income, including street lighting and parks and reserve funds, was £7,498 in 1922, whilst 
the expenditure was £7,484. The income from street lighting was £785, and showed a 
surplus of £202. The fees received for nightsoil removals amounted to £1,110, and the 
expenditure to £954. The liabilities total £1,779, and consist principally of a bank 
overdraft and amounts due to sundry creditors. The assets are £3,994 and include 
£858 for sundry park improvements, £618 from sundry debtors, £513 for sanitary plant, 
and £279 outstanding rates, &c. 

The estimate of rates likely to be received durmg the current year 1s based on 
an unimproved capital value of all ratable land within the municipality of £287,737; 
upon this a rate of 2d. in the £ would yield £2,897 16s. 2d. A rate of 1s. 6d. in the £ 
on the assessed annual value—£58,784—would give £4,493 1s. The limit beyond 
which the Council cannot levy general rates is, therefore, £6,790 17s. 2d. The limit 
beyond which the Council cannot levy any rates other than water supply and sewerage 
local rates (under the Local Government Act) is £8,255 4s. 2d. 

The limit of water local rates (viz., 2s. in the £ on the assessed annual value 
of all ratable land within the proposed water local area, viz., £44,117) would yield 
£4, 411 14s. . 

The population of the town is growing; the fixed residents are estimated at 
2,000, and the summer population at from 5,000 to 7,000. The number of absentee 
ratepayers 1s about 60 per cent., the reason for this large percentage being that many 
dwellings are held for holiday and letting purposes only. Within the municipality are 
729 premises, 498 of which are within the proposed water supply reticulation area. 
Fully 50 per cent. of the land within the area is unoccupied and available for building 
purposes. 

Building operations are making steady progress. New buildings to the number 
of 144, and 139 additions, have been erected since 1917. Most of these structures are 
of wood, the absence of brick dwellings being stated to be due largely to the heavy cost 
of carting water—2s. 6d. per 100 gallons—for building purposes. 

The catchment area is that at present used for the supply of water to Medlow 


' and covers approximately 1,250 acres of mountainous country with a rapid run-off for 


the rainfall, and into which runs its main feeder—Adams’ Creek—with a subsidiary — 
stream and continually running springs. Sandstone and iron bands resting on shale 
and clayey formations are covered with a light porous sandy soil, uniform in character 
with an average depth of 12 inches, and forming a natural filter likely to absorb any 
deleterious matter before it reaches the storage. The dam storage has a depth of 64 
feet, and at the time of the Committee’s visit of inspection was overflowing. 

About thirty residences had been erected on the catchment area prior to 1913, 
but in view of the formation of the country, already described, and the precautions taken 
for the removal of nightsoil, &c., no trouble is anticipated from pollution. It is not 
intended by the Municipal Council to allow the construction of further buildings upon 
the area. If, however, it is found necessary at any future time to treat the water the 
use of chlorine is regarded as sufficient to guarantee the purity of the supply. 


RESOLUTION PASSED. . 
7. The resolution passed by the Committee is shown in the toliowing extract 
from the Minutes of Proceedings :—- J 
Mr. Traversemoved :—‘ That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the construction of 
a system of water supply for the Municipality of Blackheath, as referred to them by the 
Legislative Assembly, be carried out.” 


Mr, Doe seconded the motion, which was passed, 


W SEE eT CK 
Chairman. 
Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Parliament House, Sydney, October, 1923. 


— 
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ON PUBLIC 


WORKS. 


ee 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


BLACKHEATH WATER 


SUPPLY, 


WEDNESDAY, 1 AUGUST, 1923, 


Present :— 
The Hon, W. T. DICK (Crarrmay), 


The Hon. JouHn TRAVERS. 
The Hon. Ropert Manony. 
Francis Micuart Burke, Esq. ! 


WitutiaM Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esq. 
Davip Henry Drummonp, Esq. 


Ernest Macartney de Burgh, M.Inst., C.E., Chief Engineer 
for Water Supply and Sewerage, Department of Public 
Works, sworn, and examined :— 


1. Chairman.| Have you a statement to present to the 
Committee regarding the proposed scheme ?—Yes; it is as 
follows :— 

BLACKHEATH WATER SUPPLY. 


On the 22nd November, 1922, the Minister for Public 
Works (Hon. R. T. Ball, M.L.A.) moved in the Legislative 
Assembly: “That it be referred to the Parliamentary Stand- 
ing Committee on Public Works to consider and report upon 
the expediency of constructing a system of water supply 
for the Municipality of Blackheath.” Question resolved in 
the affirmative. 

The town of Blackheath has an estimated winter popula- 
tion of about 1,500 residents, increasing in summer to about 
_ 5,000. The rainfall ranges from 23 to 70 inches per annum, 
and the average of twenty-two years is 42 inches. In 1907 
a reservoir was constructed by the Public Works Depart- 
“ment on Adams’ Creek, about 2 miles from Blackheath, by 
the building of a concrete dam, curved in plan, 64 feet high, 
> which impounds 68,000,000 gallons of water when the storage 
is full. The cost of this work was £3,488. The catchment 
- of the reservoir has an area of nearly 2 square miles, from 
. which the proportion of the run-off to the rainfall is high. 
- The storage was filled within seven months of the completion 
of the dam. 

The utilisation of the water in the reservoir for the supply 
“of the town of Blackheath was considered in 1910 by the 
- Works Department and the Blue Mountains Shire Council. 
Phe cost of the works, viz., £19,400, with an estimated annual 
charge of £1,486 for that purpose, was then deemed to be 
prohibitive. 

In 1918 a small pumping plant was installed on the right 
bank of the storage, and an agreement entered into with 
Mr. Mark Foy for the supply of water to the Hotel Majestic 
and other residents of Medlow on the expressed understand- 
ing that the water was not guaranteed to be suitable for 
drinking or culinary purposes. The capacity of the pumping 
plant is 5,000 gallons per hour. 

During the following years the question of supplying 
Blackheath with water by pumping from the Adams’ Creek 
reservoir or elsewbere was considered at intervals by the 
Department and by the Shire Council, and later by the 
Municipal Council, Blackheath having become a municipality 
iin a eed 

On the 26th April, 1921, the Municipal Council passed a 
resolution requesting the Minister for Public Works to move 
Parliament to Sefer to the Standing Committee on Public 
Works the matter of the provision of a water supply with 
reticulation for the town of Blackheath, the Council agreeing 
to undertake all the obligations of the Local Government 
Act, 1919, in respect of such works when complete, and to 


+ 18015—A 


accept liability for their cost. A description and estimate 
of the cost of the scheme, prepared in accordance with that 
resolution, is here given :— 


Population and Estimated Consumption of Water. 


The population and consumption of water allowed for are 
shown in the following table. The consumption is the maxi- 
mum which it is computed can be relied upon to be supplied 
by the catchment and storage throughout a period of years :— 


Population provided for. 


Blackheath. Medlow. Total. 

In summer (fix months) ..... 5,000 © 1,500 6,500 
In winter (six months) ...... 1,500 830 2,330 

Consumption of Water. 
Gallons per day. 

Per head. Blackheath. Medlow. Total. 

In summer .. 40 200,000 60,000 260,000 
TTP AAAS? odes 30 45,000 25,000 70,000 


Total gallons per annum, 60,225,000. 


Source of Supply. Blackheath is situated near the summit 
of the main ridge of the Blue Mountains, and lies too high 
to be supplied with water by gravitation. On the western 
side of the town the cliffs are so near that the few creeks 
fall rapidly to considerable depths, from which it would cost 
much more to pump water to the town than from the exist- 
ing storage on Adams’ Creek. Moreover, another storage 
would have to be constructed if that on Adams’ Creek was 


not used for this supply, and the building of dams now costs - 


much more than in 1907, when that on Adams’ Creek was 
built. 

Hastward of Blackheath the ground slopes more gradually 
until the cliffs above the Govett’s Leap Creek are reached. 
The small watercourse running to Govett’s Leap could not 
be considered as a source of supply, because it receives the 
surface drainage of the town. 
from which to draw a supply of water for Blackheath is 
undoubtedly the existing storage on Adams’ Creek, which 
has been previously described. 

The area of the catchment and the capacity of this reser- 
voir are each twice the size of those of the existing 
Katoomba water supply, but the storage for Katoomba is 
about to be enlarged. Nearly half the catchment was alien- 
ated before the reservoir on Adams’ Creek was constructed. 
There are about 30 residences on the area. Since 1908 the 
remainder of the catchment has been reserved for water 
supply. 

Analyses of the water made on several occasions show it 
to be suitable for domestic use, but there is a possibility 
that the present and increased settlement on the alienated 
portion of the catchment may at some time cause deteriora- 
tion of the water and necessitate prohibition of its use for 
drinking purposes unless it is treated, 


The most suitable source. 
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Witness—E. M. de Burgh, 1 August, 1923. 


The Council was informed to this effect on more than on 
occasion, and they accepted the scheme with the limitations 
mentioned both in respect of quantity and quality. 

Pumping Station.—A supply pipe from the present Adaiis’ 
Creek reservoir will be laid to a pumping station a few 
chains down-stream of the dam. At this station two sets ot 
three-throw pumps will be provided, each of a capacity of 
13,000 gallons per hour and with a combined capacity of 
26,000 gallons per hour. There are two alternative methods, 
by one of which the pumps would be driven. The first is 
that by electric motors supplied with current by the Muni- 
cipal Council threugh a branch line which will connect with 
the Council’s transmission line on the Great Western road, 
near water reserve 192, about a mile from Blackheath rail- 
way station. The second is by a suction gis plant. The 
method to be used has yet to be decided. Whichever will be 
the most economical and effective will be adopted. For the 
purpose of this submission the first alternative has been 
estimated. 

The sexisting suction gas plant supplying Medlow with 
water will continue to pump direct from the storage reser- 
voir as at present, excepting when the water is so depleted 
that the suction lift would be too high. In the latter event 
the new plant would’be brought into operation to lift the 
water to a new pump well adjacent to the existing pumping 
station, whence the present plant would pump the water to 
Medlow. 


Rising Main.—The water for Blackheath would be pumped 
through a cast-iron pipe line 9 inches diameter, about 14 
miles long, and having a capacity of 26,000 gallons per hour. 
A new rising main 3 inches diameter will be connectetd with 
the Blackheath rising main and discharge into a pump well 
to be excavated near the existing Medlow pumping station 
and to be concrete lined, having a capacity of 80,000 gailons, 
The present suction main would be connected to this well. 

Service Reservoir.—The rising main to Blackheath would 
discharge into a Service reservoir built of reinforced concrete 
and having a capacity of 500,000 gallons, which equals two 
and a half days’ maximum consumption. From this reser- 
voir. Blackheath would be reticulated. The land for this 
reservoir has been resumed in anticipation of this work 
being carried out. : 

Supplementary Works.—Allowance has been made for an 
automatic starter of the pumping machinery to be worked 
by a float in the Blackheath service reservoir. As this will 
obviate the necessity for constant attendance of the driver 
at the pumping station it may be found possible in actual 
working to reduce the amount of the wages charge, but for 
the purpose of the estimate full wages have been included. 


An electrie water level indicator would be installed at the 
Blackheath service reservoir and telephone connection made 
between the service reservoir and the pumping station. 

Reticulation.—The pipe lines would be of cast-iron and of 
the following lengths :—9-inch diameter, 64 chains; 6-inch 
diameter, 202 chains; 4-inch diameter, 444 chains; 3-inch 
diameter, 50 chains. 


No additional reticulation has been included for the Med- 
low portion of the municipality. 


Estimate of Cost. 


r 


>. Vransmission line  s: di cee oe ee ee 300 
2 Pumping machinery .-..........- Mates tees See 3,900 
3. Engine-house and access path ..<....<.<se.-.. 1,500 
4. Rising main to Blaekheath .,.:.........0..0 6 6,060 
5. Branch pipe to Medlow pumping station ...... 450 
6. Tank at Medlow pumping station .............. 760 
7. Service reservoir at Blackheath @)....0...-5.2. 6,500 
8. Hlectric water level indicator and_ telephone 
WIPE Os eae de it Big chars Fiat ates Gia Ie nee 310 
9. Reticulation for Blackheath only .............. 16,660 
10. Clearing line of Fising main a 55. +,8e.e eee ee 70 
11. Hasements and resumptions .......¢...0. 00.0. 100 
36,410 
12. Engineering and contingencies, 10 per cent. .... 3,641 
13, Expenditure still outstanding as per accountant’s 
Statement OF 10/10/22 =. sn. ee eee 3,063 
14. Interest during construction, allowing a mean 
period of about one year at 54 per cent. .... 2,186 
EROGAY Te peers Cees eee. ee ees £45,800 
Bependiture to Date—This comprises the following 
items :— 
i £ 
land. revamed-far the supplyigs d6ia.. dev .cs ee cs Oe 345 
Preliminary investigation and other Ex: DENSes iar. wae 166 
Part cost: of: Medlow- dere sts dhs. od eee 2,552 
£3,063 


met 
~ 


— 


‘fhe proportion of the capital cost of the Medlow dam to 
be charged to the Blackheath supply las been determined in 
accordance with the relative consumption of water antici- 
pated in the two settlements, viz. :— 


122,500 o¢ ¢3 438 (cost of dam) = £2,552. 
165,000 
Hstimated Annual Oharge. 


1, Annual repayment to cover interest and sinking 
fund for fifty years on £45,300 at 5} per cent., 


591:per cent. per annum ....... aia Koncéceno a 2,677 
2. Renewal fund to cover cost of replacing items 1, 
2,8 and part of 8 in twenty-five years, with inter- 
est at 4 per cent., £6,000 at 240 per cent. per 
PYATUNY Behe eeoices ee ores sca 2 4 5 ale alah ant eee 144 
8. Administrative charges ........-.5.« si sles 200 
4, Engine-drivers’ wages, including provision for 
annual leave! 0.....-- aie lgiete ad > a 0 ee 375 
5. Turneock’s wages, part time ......... A AA och 150 
6: Repairs ‘and Stores ree. ste cael ee BAS 100 
7. Electric current for pumping 10,000,000 gallons for 
Medlow and 44,700,000 gallons for Blackheath. 
219,000 units at 14d. (rate stated in letter of 
11/1/28 from the Town Clerk) ........ we bis ove Cana: 
£4,787 © 
££ 
Estimated cost of water per 1,000 gallons, £4,787 x 1,000 _ 1. 9d. 


54,700,000 


Estimated Revenue.—The valuations of the area proposed 
to be reticulated at Blackheath, omitting Medlow, are as 


follows :—Unimproved capital value, £193,360; improved 
capital value, £487,805; assessed annual yalue, £40,504. 
% 
A rate of 5d. in the £ on the unimproved capital value 
(£198,360) ~s.5 ses os eed bcs oe sone Cees Eee 4,028 
Sales of water, 8,000,000 gals. at 2s. per 1,000 gals... 800 
TPOEAY a's Wines area ee eeplans. ateetene > Nee ... £4,828 


The limit of rating, without the special permission of the 
Governor, would be £4,050. 

Plan showing extent of work proposed herewith. 

This statement outlines the official history of the proposal 
up to its reference by Parliament to the Committee with de- 
tails of the scheme. Any additional information desired will 
be given in evidence to the Committee by the Chief Hngineer, 
Water Supply and Sewerage, Mr. E. M. de Burgh. 

T. B. Cooper, 
Under Scretary for Pubic Works. 
1st August, 1923. 

2. Do you regard the fact that part of the catchment 
area has heen alienated and built upon as a very serious 
drawback to this scheme?—-Not very serious. Of course, 
we would sooner have no residences at all on the catch- 
ment area, but provided proper contro] is exereised by the 
Loeal Government authorities under the powers given by 
the Local Government Act there should be no danger. 

3. According to your statement, the Council is prepared 
to accept the risk to which you have directed attention, 
and it will be its duty to see that the risk is minimised as 
far as possible?—Yes. The Council has the necessary 
powers, ; 

4. You do not propose to carry out the work under the 
provisions of the Country Towns Water Supply and Sewer- 
age Act?—No. That Act was repealed by the Local Govy- 
ernment Act, 1919, which embodied most of the essential 
provisions of the former Act and supplemented them. 

5. Under the Country Towns Water Supply Act power 
was given to levy up to 2s. in the £1?-That Act was 
amended before its provisions were embodied in the Local 
Government Act. Power is given to levy a special rate, 
subject to the permission of the Governor. 

6. That permission was not necessary before the amend- 
ment of the Country Towns Water Supply Act?—The old 
Act provided for a rate up to 2s. in the £1, but beyond 
that there was no specific provision made as to what could 
be done. | would like to mention first that we have 
special difficulty in connection with the provision of water 
supply to the mountain villages, because the Great Western 
Railway follows the ridge of the mountains. The villages 
are built on the summit of the ridge, and the creeks rise 
in the vicinity of the settlements, so that, except where 
we have made special provision for preventing the aliena- 


tion of the land and the erection of buildings, or where 
the land has not been already alienated, the creeks which 
are available for the purpose of providing water supplies 
are subject to pollution from the settlements. That is the 
first point. The second point is that the creeks run away 
from the settlements, and the steep character of the country 
renders it encessary for us to go a considerable distance 
below the level of the township to get suitable storage 
places, and then we have to pump the water up again. 
The case in the mountains is the exact converse of that 
of a railway running through a valley, with the streams 
flowing from the unpolluted mountain areas towards the 
towns. There is the special point in this case that the 
storage reservoir from which the water is to be taken is 
already in existence. Generally I have to present a scheme 
which contemplates the construction of a reservoir, but 
here we have a reservoir which is only partly used for the 
supply of Medlow, and from which it is proposed to 
meet the requirements of Blackheath. It is proposed to 
liquidate the original cost of the reservoir by charging part 
of the capital cost to Medlow, which is to be liquidated 
in annual payments. The statement shows that already a 
considerable quantity of water is taken from the storage 
reservoir to the township of Medlow under a special 
arrangement with the uwner and the lessee of the Hydro, 
and with some of the residents. If the Committee desires 
full information as to this arrangement I can supply the 
details, but I have not considered it necessary to embody 
them in the present statement. Suffice it to say that we 
are under certain obligations to continue the supply to 
Medlow for a period of years, and in arranging for the 
supply of water to Blackheath we have to take the quantity 
of water which the catchment and the reservoir are 
capable of supplying after making due allowance for 
meeting our obligations to Medlow. After making this 
allowance we shall have the balance left for Blackheath. 
‘The position has been fully explained to the Blackheath 
Council, and is understood by that body. In dry years 
there will be a certain volume of water available, and the 
supply will be limited to that quantity, but in other years 
there will be very much more water available. As to the 
residences on the catchment area, it is, of course, the 
counsel of perfection to have a catchment area upon which 
there are no residences at all, but there has been no 
appearance of pollution of the water in the Adam’s Oreek 
reservoir, and real danger would arise in the case of an 
outbreak of zymotic disease, such as enteric, occurring 
in the community on the catchment area, and leading to 
the pollution of the creek and the reservoir. That is a 
possibility, but such diseases arenotifiable, and special pre- 
cautions are always taken’ to prevent the germs from 
getting into a water supply. Ample powers are given to the 
local authorities to prevent objectionable drainage from 
such places as piggeries or fowlyards from running into the 
reservoir. It is set out in the statement that we have 
already pumped water from Adam’s Creek to Medlow, and 
T want to make clear the necessity for another pumping 
station. There are three reasons. The first is that the 
present pumps are designed only to lift a comparatively 
small volume of water, and would not sufficé to lift 
the water to Blackheath. The pumps are arranged on the 


margin of Adam’s Creek reservoir, at the point shown in , 


black on the plan, on the right bank of the creek, and 
are capable of drawing water only out of the upper portion 
of the reservoir. The water required for Medlow has 
never reached such a quantity as to require a heavy draw 
that would lower the water to a point from which the 
pumps could not get from it. When we begin to take 
larger volumes out of the reservoir for Blackheath the 
pumps at the present level would not be able to get suff- 
cient water, so that the proposed new pumping’ station 
is located below the dam in such a position that all the 
water in the dam can be pumped out. In order to prevent 
any interruption of the water supply for Medlow by the 
Jowering of the lake an auxiliary main in the new pumping 
station to the old pumping station is to be laid down. 
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Witness—E, M. de Burgh, 1 August, 1928. 


7. Mr. Travers.| What is the present population of 
Blackheath and Medlow?—The figures given from the 
statement relate to the present population. 

8. You are not making any reasonable allowance for an 
increase of population in the future over a number of 
years?’—We could not go beyond the figures given for the 
supply per head per day from the present source. 

9. If the population of the two towns increases in the 
same ratio in the future as other towns on the mountains 
have done in the past will you be able to supply them from 
the proposed scheme?—They could be supplied in normal 
years, but during exceptional periods they would have to 
face coming back to the figures given. We could not 
guarantee that the reservoir would hold out through an 
extremely severe period such as we have just passed 
through. 

10. Have Medlow and Blackheath shown any appreciabls 
increase of population during the last ten years?—Yes. 
distinctly. 

11. Do you look upon the present dam as being the 
maximum you could arrange for with the present catch- 
ment?—We could increase the storage, but I would not 
be prepared to say that I would raise the existing dam. 
which is very thin. On the catchment we have we cov’ 
provide for further storage by constructing more reser- 
voirs. 

12. The capacity of the dam is given as 66,000,000 gallons 
—how many months’ supply would that represent ?—The 
vearly consumption is 60,000,000 gallons. 

13. Then you will be able to store more than one year’s 
supply ¢—Yes. 

14. Is there any possibility of further residerces being 
built on the catchment area’—Yes. I should explain that 
there are some allotments alienated which have not yet 
been built on. We can ascertain the number of the allot- 
ments that are still available for building. 

15. Your statement shows that there are about thirty 
residences on the catchment area, and that since 1903 the 
remainder of the catchment has been reserved for water 
supply. I take it that the allotments not built upon were 
purchased prior to 1903?—Yes, and I did not go to the 
expense of buying them back. 

16. How near would the closest of the residences be to 
the dam’—The majority of the residences are from half 
a mile to three-quarters of a mile from the reservoir itself. 
I have been over the ground, and I am not so much con- 
cerned with the proximity of the residences to the reser- 
voir as their proximity to creeks leading to it. 

17. Are the residences close to the creeks?—Not very 
close. 

18. Is what you have described the only danger of pollu- 
tion ’—I¢ is the only present danger. 

19. Would it be necessary to treat the water in some 
way to safeguard its fitness for human consumption ?—lI 
should not think so at present. The residences are mostly 
a good style of week-end cottage, in connection with which 
the owners have little gardens and so on. If nightsoil is 
removed from the area, the danger of pollution would be 
reduced to a minimum. The use of the pan system and 
the removal of the nightsoil is a great safeguard. The 
burial of nightsoil would not suffice, but if the nightsoil 
is removed from the area in pans the danger from typhoid 
and other similar diseases would be completely met. 


20. If the scheme is carried out would it be necessary to 
continue the small pumping plant installed in connection 
with the Medlow supply ?—Yes, because of the. agreement 
with the Medlow people. 


21. You know that the Hotel Majestic has changed 
hands ?’—Yes, but the agreement was arranged to extend 
to the suecessors of the original proprietor. Of course, at 
some time or other an arrangement might be made to put 
end to the agreement, but at the time I prepared the 
scheme I could not come to terms. 


22. Would you retain the pumping plant so that it 
could be used as a supplementary plant’—Probably; the 
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Witness—E. M. de Burgh, 1 August, 1923. 


- best idea would be to incorporate it in the scheme and allow 
the Blackheath people to work the two plants together. 

23. The only source of supply for Blackheath and Med- 
low is the catchment area marked on the plan?’—Yes. 

24. Mr. Drummond.| You say that there is a possibility 
that the present and increased settlement on the alienated 
portion of the catchment area may at some time cause 
deterioration of the water, and necessitate the prohibition 
of its use for drinking purposes unless it is treated; would 
such treatment be an expensive item and materially add 
to the cost ’—It would be a substantial addition, but by no 
means prohibitive. 

25. Would the additional revenue derived from new 
settlement on the catchment area be sufficient to defray the 
cost of treating the water ?—No, certainly not. Danger of 
pollution from the number of residences is not the only 
matter we have to weigh—there are so many other factors 
in connection with pollution. As I have explained, the class 
of settlement on the catchment area is not of a very danger- 
ous character, and could be very easily supervised. The 
~evenue derived from the sale of water to the people on the 
catchment area would not pay for the treatment of all the 
water supplied to Blackheath and Medlow. 

26. Do you think that the cost of installing a treatment 
plant would make the scheme prohibitive ’—They are 
already pretty well up to the maximum rate, but I would 
go further and say I would not recommend the provision 
of such a plant. If I had had any apprehension in regard 
to pollution I would not have allowed the scheme to be 
presented without provision for treatment works, but I do 
not consider it necessary to treat the water at present. 

27. Mr. Doe.] What is the class of settlement on the 
catchment area—is it made up of farms or farmlets?—The 
residences are little mountain homes with small garden3 
attached. 

28. There are no piggeries or objectionable places of 
that nature?—No, there is nothing of that kind to my 
knowledge. 

29. Is the nightsoil removed to a point at which drain- 
age would not percolate from it back to the catchment 
area’—I would like to give further information on that 
point and the powers of the Local Government body with 
regard to the removal of nightsoil, 

30. Have the figures with regard to the income of the 
Council been formulated by the Valuer-Gencral 2_No, I 
do not think he has valued this shire. 

31. In the event of treatment being necessary, which 
does not appear to be likely, would it take the form of 
filter-beds?’—It might do that, or take the form of chemical 
treatment. 

32. Mr. Mahony.] Would any extra reservoir be near the 
present one on Adam’s Creek ?—We would have to seek for 
a site as near as possible to Adam’s Creek reservoir in 
order to get the benefit of the catchment. 

33. Would the construction of an additional reservoir 
entail the provision of an extra pumping station ?—No. 

34. Mr. Cameron.] Could you say what would be the 
cost of resuming the thirty residences on the catchment 
area’—That information could be obtained from the 
Town Clerk. The Council has power under the Loca] 
Government Act, and an estimate of the cost could be 
furnished to the Committee. I can see that the question 


of pollution is regarded by the Committee as a very im- 
portant one, and I would like to clear it up. We have 2 
square miles of eatchment and a storage of 66,000,000 
gallons. In normal seasons we shall have a very heavy 
run off, The mountain ground on the catchment is good 
clean country, with a good run off, free from objectionable 
features. There is no soil that would tend to discolour 
the water, and no niineral salts that would,make it un- 
wholesome. The fact that a certain number of persons are 
living on the catchment area will not in itself constitute 
pollution, and the ordinary water which would run from 
gardens and yards into the creeks would not be detri- 
mental. Even if there were some organic matter—I am - 
not speaking of human excrement—in water that had been 
used for cooking or something of that kind, nature makes 
better provision than we can for purifying such water. 
Even excrement from healthy persons becomes harm- 
less in time after exposure to atmospheric influences. 
When it comes to specific infection the danger will depend 
on the life of the bacteria, which can only survive for a 
limited period when exposed to natural influences. If 
there were an outbreak of zymotic disease the danger of 
infection would be immediately removed by the taking 
away of the patient and the destruction of the excrement, 
and the danger of infection reaching Blackheath in the 
form of polluted water would be very remote. Of course, 
if the people were allowed to establish piggeries on the 
catchment area or to cart objectionable matter there, as 
might be done in the case of Chinamen’s gardens, and 
such objectionable matter were washed in large quantities 
into the reservoir, and the water went into consumption 
before nature had time to purify it, trouble might ensue. 
But there are full powers given to the Local Government 
authorities to compel people to exercise care in regard to 
the disposal of excrement or anything that would pollute the 
water. I consider the danger of pollution in this ease to be 
very remote, but we thought it right to utter a word of warn- 
ing. I do not wish anything I have said in regard to the 
risks of pollution to minimise the importance of the asser- 
tion contained in the statement I have presented to the 
Committee to the effect that if in the future increased 
settlement, or any other cause points to pollution, full 
attention will have to be paid to that matter in order to 
safeguard the health of the consumers. We haye impressed 
this on the Blackheath people in writing, and I do.not wish 
to in any way discount the importance of the statement 
to which I have referred. 

35. Mr. Travers.] What would be the cost of installing 
a suitable treatment plant if it were found necessary ?—I 
think we would probably treat the water by the modern 
method of employing chlorine, which was used so success- 
fully during the war for fighting enteric. The introduction 
of an extremely small proportion of chlorine provides an 
absolute specific against the enteric germs with which we 
are most concerned. I am at present going into the 
matter, and I think that before the Committee concludes 
its inquiry I will be able to give full particulars in regard 
to the chlorine treatment. 

36. Mr. Mahony.| Will you find out whether the 
chlorine treatment has been in operation elsewhere /—It 
has been used in the United States of America for some 
time past, but there have been some modern developments, 


- in regard to which I will obtain information. 
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MONDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER, 1923. 
(The Committee met in the Municipal Council Chambers, Blackheath, at 10°30 a.m. | 


resent.— 
The Hon. W. T. DICK (Cuairmay). 


The Hon. Joun Travers. 
The Hon. Roperr Manony. 
Francis MicHarnt Burke, Esa. 


| 


Wituiam Cameron, Esa. 
Brian James Dor, Esa. 
Daviy Henry DrumMonp, Esa. 


——— 


The Committee proceeded to further consider the expediency of constructing a system of Water Supply for the 
Municipality of Blackheath. 


Samuel Tolbart Green, Council Clerk, Municipality of 
Blackheath, sworn, and examined : — 


37. Chairman.] Have you a statement prepared ?—Yes ; 
it is as follows :— 


ProproseD BLACKHEATH WATER SUPPLY. 
The Character and Source of the proposed Water Supply. 


The locality of the preposed water supply and the catchment area 
therefore are situated midway between Blackheath and Medlow 
Bath on the eastern side of the Western Railway and the Main 
Western road. 


The area is calculated at, approximately, 1,251 acres, or 1:95 
miles. ‘The storage dam is already in existence, which has a depth 
of 60 feet and a capacity of 66,000,000 gallons. The formation of 
the catchment area towards the creek and towards the storage dam 
slopes steeply, and is covered with scrub. The main feeder is 
Adams’ Creek, with numerouc small unnamed subsidiary streams 
and numerous springs. 


It was noticed that the numerous springs feeding the storage dam 
were running freely throughout the dry spell experienced during the 
first four months of this year, 1923. The general nature of the ground 
surface is a light porous, sandy soil; very uniform in character, of 
an average depth of 12 inches, then underlayed with sandstone and 
ironstone bands resting on shaley and clay formations. The lower 
strata making into stiff puggy clay and sandstone bands. The 
proposition or scheme is one well within the ability of the rate- 
payers to finance. 


The Local Government Act, 1919, fixes no maximum or limit to 
a council’s borrowings for the purposes of water and sewerage, 
directly, but indirectly the amount must be implied as the amount 
which can be repaid by levying the maximum water rates allowable, 
after deducting therefrom all necessary amounts for working 
expenses, 


The unimproved capital value and assessed annual value of all 
ratable land within the reticulation area of the proposed water 
supply are £203,232 and £441,117 respectively. The maximum 
rating power for water rates is fixed by section 129 (c) of the Act 
at a sum equal to the amount ascertained by calculating the 
‘amount of 2s. in the £ on the assessed annual value of all land 
liable to this rate. This calculation gives the sum of £4,411 14s. 


A rate of fivepence (5d.) in the £ on the unimproved capital value 
‘of all land liable to the water rate would yield £4,028, which sum, 
together with an estimated sale uf water of 8,000,000 gallons at 2s, 
per thousand gallons, £800, would yield an amount of £4,828. 


The estimated annual charge as contained on the attached sheet 
indicates that an annual amount of £4,787 would be required to 
meet capital repayments, interest charges, renewal fund appropria- 
tions, and the working expenses of the scheme, 


The difference between these figures indicates that an excess of 
income over all expenditure of £41 would result. 


I consider that in actual working these figures would be con- 
siderably improved upon, as the theoretical maximum allowance of 
40 gallons per head as allowed for in the estimated working expensey 
will not be approached in actual working. The experience of other 
water supplies supports this contention, and it might be pointed out 
that the actual consumption per head in Sydney for the year 1922 
worked out at approximately 40 gallons per head per day, and when 
the fact that Sydney is a large industrial centre is taken into con- 
sideration, it is only fair to assume that a tourist resort with a mild 
climate will consume or use much Jess on the average than an indus: 
trial centre. 


Reference and comparison might be made with Katoomba water 
supply and catchment area, which town with a population three 
times greater than Blackheath is served with a water supply 
and catchment area of half the size. 


-. The financial position would be improved and consolidated on the 
adoption of the water supply scheme by the immediate increase in 
value of the whole of the land within the reticulation area, and a 
marked and immediate activity in the erection of buildings within 
the area so served. 


FINANCIAL. 


The estimated annual charge on account of the proposed watcr 
supply is as follows :— 


£ 
(1) Annual repayment to cover interest and sinking 
_ fund for fifty years on £45,000, at 54 per cent., 5°91 
WEMCeM CMM Ona NU Mine ran aacestscintok ce. veurlionueiiaeh 2,677 
(2) Renewal fund to cover cost of replacing items 1, 2, 
8, and part of 3 in twenty-five years, with interest 
at 4 per cent., £6,000, at 2°4 per cent. per annum... 144 
(3p Aciministrativies charges, ..c00,-csdassearec-oer se Porortis 200 
(4) Engine-driver’s wages, including provision for annual 
ICE AD) aah fide BANG gp NOR OO RO OEE ROE OMte CERO LIC IEInS. Cer 375 
(Ss LUE COCKER EW ASESss PALO ULNCM geauase menceaccettesenme nei 1E 
(G) Repairs and stores ..........:....+-: Fiavectige earach ules er ok 100 
(7) Electric current for pumping 10,000,000 gallons for 
Medlow Bath, ard 44,000,000 for Blackheath, 
DUONOOO unites ath ltd sen wee tamcanseasneenouscmenne terest 1,141 
Totalta.nisencdee cats AE ANT Ao cce rede ence eriar th £4,787 


HEALTH AND SANITATION. 
To the Town Clerk, 
Blackheath. 
Sir,—The number of cases of typhoid fever, scarlet fever, and 
diphtheria, for the last six years are as follows :-— 


= Typhoid Enteri Scarlet 3 : 

Year. el ed Gbetemier nec 
TO faaencerrccat Sonceeeenc: | Nil Nil Nil Nil 
TOLSE oa eerethtcoests: do do do 1 
LOT O Seem. eee someone do do 1 1 
PQO RIE SESE agechicmcsenss do (lo Nil 5 
[O21 eee ay Senate do 3 do 1 
a NEI avirk Beas Mac RER ROR do 1 do 6 

Motalsteentesuscccn Nil 4 1 14 


The general health and sanitation of this municipality—The 
population of the municipality varies considerably, owing to its 
being a health and .tourist resort, having no industrial or other 
reason for existence. 


The fixed population is estimated at approximately 3,000, and it 
rises to approximately 7,000 during the tourist season, and the 
population is gradually and firmly increasing. The general sanita- 
tion of the town is gocd. Domestic hygiene and sanitation is of a 
good even standard. A water supply is urgently necessary and of 
vital importance to a town of the size this municipality now is for 
the continued healthy and sanitary conditions of the town. The 
business portfon of the town should have its streets regularly 
watered and the gutters flushed at frequent intervals, so that the 
dust nuisance will be reduced to aminimum. The disposal of night- 
soil is carried out by the pan system, and the work is done by the 
council by day labour. Strict and regular supervision is exercised 
by the council over this service, and the work in connection with 
this service is maintained at a uniformly high standard. The 
council exercises a keen supervision of the class of building being 
erected and little or no trouble is experienced in this regard. 


Food Supply.—The milk supply is purely local dairy milk. 
Careful supervision is exercised over this important supply, all 
daries within the municipality being regularly inspected at frequent 
intervals and all are kept in a very satisfactory condition. General 
foods are kept in a satisfactory condition. There are no slaughter- 
houses in the municipality, and the butchers’ shops are given carefu 
attention and fulfil all requirements. 


All the existing Health Acts and regulations are in force in the 
municipality, and the provisions of same are strictly enforced. 


The only defects or breaches of the aforesaid Health Acts during 
the past two years have been minor ones, and have been remedied 
by the offenders immediately on warning being given. 

é Yours faithfully, 
H. L. SWINDLEHURST, 


10th April, 1923. Health Inspector 


Witness—S. T. Green, 10 September, 1923. 


ViTAL SEATISTICS. 
Building, Rainfall, Valuations. 


The number of new buildings erected, and the number of buidings 
added to during the years 1917 to 1922, inclusive, are as follows :— 
Deen eee ee | man Damen ne 


Year. sehen es. Additions. al: 
191 20 14 34 
Portion of the Blue Moun- otk 11 11 99 
tains Shire. 1919 19 9 28 
1920 24 19 43 
Municipality of Blackheath 1921 35 33 68 
1922 33 53 &6 
Totals and Grand Total} —— 142 139 281 


Sc 

The rainfall statistics for the years 1911 to 1$22, inclusive, are 
given hereunder, and are certified to by the Commonwealth Weather 
Bureau :— 


TOE eatenanes 4,802 points,  1922........5... 4,462 points. 
191 Si stesatectes 7,019 45 Lil4eecens 855878 9, 
N82) ere ere 2,426 ,, TOLG Shee, yo lee, 
1917.2. ives 4,726 "3; IQS E eiceee: 3,358 5, 
1010 ince 3,852 ,, W205 8. Rie 4,332 ,, 
192 LER 5,817 1 55 1922 seas nadb ens 3,769 ,, 
1923/55 ee 1,296. 5; January to June inclusive. 


The valuations of all ratable land within the proposed water supply 
reticulation area in the municipality are as follows :— 


£ 
Unimproved capital value ....... fies salecsse 203,232 
Improved capital value......cccccccseeeenea ens 534, 160 
Assessed annual value ..........cccceceeeee ees 44,117 


Number of premises in proposed water supply reticulation area 
498, number outside 231 ; total premises within area 729. 

Receipts and expenditure for the last complete year, 1922, are: 
receipts, £6,072 12s. 2d., and expenditure, £6.340 12s. lld. The 
particulars are as follows :— 


STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF THE BLACKHEATH 
MounicipAL CouNCIL FOR THE YEAR 1922 :—- 


Income—General Fund. £ -s;'d. 
General rates and extra charges ............ Seen By) 
SUNGry fees). Ge... ccseieiasevdev es sv rv taes Ns Re 153. 6:09 = 
Sundry contributions to works..... ......... Some ee 
Government grant for main roads ......... 500 0 0 
Public works sundries 2 ..di..0g. 4ieesneqtest dle -f- 6 
Potind Teen, (We. occ Pra cove ceca eteten esaes 3 2912 0 
Fees under Public Health Acts .....,...... 13 1 6 
Nightsoil removal income ..... .........000 008 1,110 12 6 
Haleof PTAvel, Ge. cieeei. cae vesteesc suey 260 12 0 
DaleOf ASSEUSs LM Lasaeecat est cmeac tare ee anatene OTS 6 
Parks and Reserve Special Fund— 
RAGES 5 Sohn datas sys atese dense me nteeretoe nee 558 7 10 
Sundry rents and contributions ... ..... 65 19 2 
Street Lighting Local Fund— 
TIS NUING Tabs wae: ieniweiger acter ener eNS 785 1 11 
WUILEY LHCOM IG. -2nc riecererersde eee ett as LG eae 
£7,498 5 9 
Expenditure—General Fund. £ 38. d. 
Administrative expenses .......e0ccccesceu ees 10,08 12 5 
Roads and streets, cc. o- 12 nsssase Gvcsre rote: 3,954 7 11 
Nightsoit Pemioval 5. ,9:<45b.gresicctivarztesee: 954 5 3 
Sundry Health Act expenses ............... Gp Sve 
Oattle straying prevention...........c0c008 eee 1616 2 
PLLCCt=WAteKIND 7, h.-aeceli tre csieeeenderea anise 14 0 4 
Subsidies to School of Arts, &c. ............ 45 0 0 
Advertising thé area .cvqss.sercsceseveces ces 19 12 6 
Quarry expenses and sundries .. ............ 116 4 2 
SUNG, CX PCUSES cau neanae eri teemeseene ie 25 15 0 
ASS6US PUPCHASEd  esece: Weiss ses vsennsenchaes 168 15 7 
Parks and Reserves, Special Fund— 
Administrative expenses .......cececceeees 90 a 0 
Maintenance, parks............0ccssers beiies 361 12 11 
ASSETS, PULCHASEL | estes ta eect eee: 102,07 3 
Street-lighting, Local Fund— 
Administrative and sundry expenses... 101 15 0 
Street-lighting expenses........ ....ccccc008 481 13 0 
£7,484 6 1 
Excess of revenue over all payments from 
revenue for the year 1922 ........ ...... £13 19-8 


The result of the working of the various funds for the year 1922, 
was as follows : — 


Deficit. Surplus. 
& & d Evie, ds 
General Fund—Deficit..............0.4. 268710 g'Ooa: 5 aeons: 
Parkes and Reserv.s, Special Fund 
UT PLUS iis. olivia 64 1 10 
Street-lighting, Local Fund. .........00 ...eccee. 217 18 6 
Se ; £268-0 8 £282 0 4 


BALANCE-SHEET OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF BLACKHEATH AT THE 
3lst DECEMBER, 1922. 


Liabilities—General Fund. 


a. a. 
SUMO yCrediCOrm Geageies ova sv .+ccisceneienanedinen ualenaie een eae memes 775 17 4 
Babe OVerdeali ay civic .cx...0ssve ond aehatan eee eae! G13 20 sve 
Parkes and Reserves —Special Fund. 
Sundry creditors ........ capi isxaaine sh sas anrdedon Baie naae ete 138 11 2 
Street Lighting—Local Fund. 
Sundry creditors teas) ,.cccsssa-s008 joa sgidtsanoaeeneseaene (oaseie eS LD EO 
Reserve for extensions  ...5.).......0:.sc0rsnsanenveeeeten ine 159 17 8 
£1779 10 11 
Assets—General Fund. 
£ a. d. 
Thind and (buildingsiaerascssy sates tes cesiie. sess. ¢ ovement een 9417 0 
Sanitary depot. eereaacmmeamten en caaueayesscsiete oad aoe ae Slali a 
Sanitary platit. ti) dciitiianagea preateisedemed saeco ree 513 13 3 
Sundry plant and engineer’s instruments ... .. ...sseserseees 210 16 9 
Office furniture and fittings, Se. incase. s.eciscss ss oekenesen 286 87 5 
Stores anid materials: .¢.., cise s.aesere woreene seo uae tae ene 161 4 5 
Outstanding rates and charges........... tne. sapnensnreneae iveengt 279 1 0 
Sundry debtors) soe scsiscaswaacocrssvieseaueemarsnnesannieaaee tiene 618 3 4 
Parkes and Reserves—Special Fund. 
Lands treeholays cra ssaeeines entees eae ee cscs: 9 3 8 
Sundry park, improvements (0.51. ...4...000seeseegeres oapusuens 868 16 11° 
Sundry plant ....... pos ended Oe accede eat eee ue TE sunset 67 4 
Cash at bank. (i iacccweatteqor sctamuetearenect ame fs ehaandyasanemranee 68 0 5 
Outstanding rates .i4c.i)isceseiesewts vers ere roeee caer eee ee 32 10 4 
Street Lighting—Local Fund. 
Outstanding rates ii. .idsonsecavcevevse cd un oneeeeen eee evens 40 4 7 
Cash at. bank. ai...0 evaivel 4e700bnnieercanestes Cn we tie Je 
£3,994 4 8 


Excess of assets over liabilities ..... ... isijawvaeyse eee ee Rinse 


Estimate of Limit of Rates for the year 1923. 


The unimproved capital value of all ratable land within 


the municipality Is: ..i.i..cc0cs sicccesveat nee come 287,737 
The assessed annual value of all ratable land within the 
municipality is ........... SoMa ive thy ERE ihe cee eee . 58,574 
The improved capital value of all ratable land within the 
municipality 189.0... E.cah sh. .5.<..cenecsbe rete neeeaee eae . 741,987 
Part I.—Limit of General Rates. 
£s a 
2d. in the £ on the unimproved capital value of all 
ratable land in the municipality would yield...... 2,397 16 2 
ls. 6d. in the £ on the assessed annual value of all 
ratable land in the municipality would yield..... . 4,393 2 ® 


The limit beyond which the cauncil cannot levy 
general rates is therefore the sum of........ ivadiaeste £6,790 17 2 


Part I1.—Limit of all Rates (other than Water and Sewerage - 
Local Rates) taken together. 


£ sa. d 
2d. in the £ on the unimproved capital value of all 
ratable land in the municipality would yield...... 2,397 16 2 
2s, in the £ on the assessed annual value of all 
ratable land in the municipality would yield...... 5,857 8 0 
The limit beyond which the council cannot levy 
any rates other than water and sewerage local 
rates (under the Local Government Act) is 
therefore the suit otsorl cereus sardece ener eee £8,255 4 2 
Part III.—Limit of Water Local Rates. 
s, d. 
2s. in the £ on the assessed annual value of all 
ratable land within the proposed water local area 
(viz., £44,117) would yield the sum of............... 4,411 14 0 
The limit beyond- which the council cannot levy 
water local rates is therefore the sum of............ £4,411 14 0 


The length of main roads within the area is 62 miles of the Main 
Western road. 

The grant obtained from the Government for this road for years 
1920 and 1921 was £500, and for the year 1922 was £400. 

The number of absentee ratepayers is about 60 per rent. 

The reason for that percentage is caused by small land speculators, 
the owners of cottages held for holiday and letting purposes, and 
owners of cottages held as country residences for holiday purposes. 

Considerable difficulty is experienced with the service of rate 
notices cn absentee owners. 

Building plans are submitted to the council for approval. 
Considerable care and supervision is exercised in respect to the class 
of building being erected and the provisions of the building ordin- 
ance strictly enforced. : 

Two buildings are not allowed on one allotment, and the minimum 
residential area has been fixed by the council, at 4,000 square feet, 
and a minimum frontage of 40 feet is enforced for residential blocks. 

There are 729 premises in the municipality, and 498 of these are 
within the proposed water supply raticulation area. 


In the proposed reticulation area fully 50 per cent. of the and is 
unoccupied and available for building purposes. 

The houses erected and which are being erected in Blackheath are 
mainly of weatherboard, 

The cost of brick and weatherboard buildings is approximately 
the same, The nearest place where bricks can be obtained is 
Lithgow. 

The council is doing business with one bank (the Commercial 
Bank of Australia Limited), in which seven accounts are kept. 

The council has no loan indebtedness, but on the Electricity 
Trading and the Sanitary Service Funds capital purchases are being 
made of a considerable amount. 

The Electricity Trading Fund is indebted to the Katoomba Elec- 
tric Lighting Company for the cost of the electric’ lighting distribu- 
tion plant within the area. Its value as at the Ist January, 1923, 
the date taken ovea, was £7,763 133. 9d, One half-yearly instal- 
ment of £323 2s. 9d. was paid up to the 30th June of this year 
together with interest at 7 per cent. 

It is the intention of the council to raise a loan from the Common- 
wealth Bank at a lower rate of interest and pay the whole of the 
amount of indebtedness to the Company. 

The Sanitary Service Fund is paying for sanitary plant purchased 
on the time-payment system, the total cost of the plant being 
£513. This is being paid off in equal half-yeacly instalments, includ- 
ing principal and Interest at the rate of 8 per cent,, and the amount 
of the half-yearly instalment is £44 0s. 6d., and is payable in April 
and October of each year. The purchase will be completed in 1929, 

The population of the town varies as between the summer and 
winter seasons and between the figures of 3,000 for the winter 
months and up to 7,000 in the summer month. The fixed popula- 
tion is about 3,000. 

The absence of a water supply seriously retards the progress of 
the town. . 

The council is unanimously in favour of a water supply for the 
town. 

The area of the municipality is approximately 5 miles by 4. 

I haye not the slightest doubt that the council can finance the 
scheme, 

I consider that if the water supply scheme is approved and 
carried out that the municipality will make wonderful and imme- 
diate progress, more especially as the municipality contains propor- 
tionately better building land than any other town on the Blue 
Mountains. 


38. How is the town at present supplied with water for 
domestic purposes !—By tanks. The Railway Department, 
from their reservoir, supply the two hotels and several 
other premises, 

39. Where is the railway reservoir situated!—In Whitley 
Park, 

40, Who put down the pipes necessary for the convey- 
ance of the water to the buildings which are now supplied?@— 
The Railway Commissioners laid the mains from Whitley 
Park to the railway station and any consumer who is con- 
nected with those mains has to pay the cost thereof. 

41. How are the streets watered at present?—By 
arrangement with the Commissioners from water laid on to 
the park. Situated alongside the School of Arts are the 
gardens, 2 acres in extent, which require a fair quantity of 
water. We have a stand-pipe there. 

42, What does that cost you per annum ?—About £25. 

43. Do you regard the progress of the town as being 
hampered through the want of a complete water supply ?— 
Yes, 

44, Have you heard any expressions of opinion to that 
effect !—Yes. A number of gentlemen who purchased fair- 
sized allotments are not prepared to build until the town 
has a water supply. 

45, You said the town was practically a tourist resort ; 
what are the advantages which the town offers in that 
respect ?—The town contains some of the finest sights on 
the mountains, most of which are easily accessible. The 
grades of the roads are good and easy to walk over. 

46, What is the height of the township ?—Just on 4,000 
feet above sea level. In some parts it is considerably 
higher than at the railway station. 

47, Has the number of tourists been increasing every 
year during your term of office?—Yes. Last year a great 
number had to entrain again for other mountain towns 
because they could not obtain accommodation here. 

48. How many boarding-houses are there in the muni- 
cipality ’—About eighteen or twenty. 

49. What means have you at present for combating 
fires !—There are no means, 

50. Do you know if, in the agreement between the 
Public Works Department and the proprietors of the 

Hotel Majestic and other residents of Medlow, for the 
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supply of water from the present catchment area, any 
guarantee is given as to the purity of the water or of its 
fitness for domestic purposes. Have you and your council 
considered that aspect of the question, and that there is a 
possibility of the water being polluted on account of resi- 
dences being situated on the catchment area 1—Yes, 

51. Do you think that difficulty is one which need not 
be feared, or which could be overcome if it did arise? My 
opinion is that is not an immediate trouble. The council 
could take steps to prevent that trouble occurring. Even 
if it did not occar, it could be easily removed. 

52, Do you regard the catchment area of being of such 
a nature that any deleterious matter is likely to be absorbed 
before reaching the actual storage ; in other words, is the 
soil of an absorbent nature ?—The soil in the catchment 
area acts as a natural filter. 

53. Has your council ever had the water in the present 
storage tested?—No. Inquiry was made of the Public 
Works Department, and they stated that it had already 
been done. 

54. Are the electors in the municipality aware that it is 


_in contemplation to take on this scheme, and do they know 


what liability will be cast upon them with regard to the 
payment of rates!—Yes, it is widely known, It was a 
burning question for some time prior to the incorporation 
of the municipality. 

55. What rate would be necessary to finance the scheme? 
—5d. in the £, 

56, Can you impose such a rate without special per- 
mission !/—Yes. 

57. Tt is well known that such a rate may have to be 
imposed in order to get the water supply /—That is under- 
stood. 

58. You spoke about the installation of the water supply 
leading to increased values ;—do you think the increase in 
values would be so immediate as to enable the council, in a 
short space of time, to reduce that rate of 5d.?—In my 
opinion the increase will be so immediate that it will not 
be necessary to collect that 5d. rate: that a lower rate will 
be adequate. 

59. In those portions of the municipality where persons 
of moderate means would look for land for summer resi- 
dences, what would be the value of that land ?—It would 
average about 15s. a foot. 

60. There is room for considerable expansion in the 
municipality ?--Yes. 

61. A considerable portion of the municipality would be 
outside the reticulated area?—No. There is a large area 
of land within the reticulated area which is not built upon. 

62. Has there been any recent stimulus in the building 
trade in the municipality ?—Yes, since the concorporation 
of the municipality. 

63. Generally, what class of building 
structed ?—A very good class of building. The council 
exercises a very strict supervision over the buildings that 
are put up.and especially over the materials that are put 
into them. 

64. Where do you dispose of the nightsoil !—The sanitary 
depot is situated in Ridgewell-road, about ? of a mile north 
of the town, well away from the catchment area. There 
are four different depressions which run off before you come 
anywhere near the sanitary depot. 

65. Mr. Cameron.| What agreement do those persons 
enterinto who get waterfrom the Railway Commissioners! — 
I think they are liable to be cut off at a week’s notice. I 
understand the Commissioners are refusing to connect any 
one else to their supplies, 

66. When were the last valuations made in the munici- 
pality ?—In 1922. 

67. Did the valuations show an increase? —The valua- 
tions are altering each year as land is subdivided and sold. 

68. Persons who sell land have to report to the council, 
which naturally take the new valuation !—Yes. 

69. The usual Local Government regulations have been 
complied with, and there has been no demand for a poll in 
connection with the water supply ?—No. This is a matter 
taken up by the department at the instigation of tbe 
council, and the people have no right to demand a poll. 


is being con- 
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The citizens, through their progress committee, have been 
agitating for a water supply for a great number of years. 

70. There has been no public opposition to it /—None 
whatever. 

71. Would it be reasonable to assume that, with the 
increased population you would expect to get by the instal- 
lation of this water supply, your revenue would be increased 
considerably !—Yes ; I think it would be increased between 
15 and 20 per cent. 

72. And naturally the values would go up and _ that 
would increase the revenue !—Yes. 

73, Mr. Burke.| When was the municipality incor- 
porated ?/—On 12th December, 1919. 

74. The municipality has shown a continuous growth 
since then in dwellings, population and general prosperity? 
—Yes, of a very pronounced character. 

75. Where do the Railway Commissioners get their 
water supply?’—From a creek that runs into Govett’s 
Leap stream. 

76. Are the eighteen or twenty boarding-houses you 
spoke of supplied with water by the Commissioners !— 
They are not. 

77. Do the mains run through particular streets or 
wherever they are required !—They run in the most con- 
venient line from the dam to the reservoir and from the 
reservoir to the railway station ; and only premises can be 
connected which are witbin reasonable distance of the 
mains, There is an exception in the case of the Ivanhoe 
Hotel, which was supplied from a source down below. 
The Commissioners allowed their pipe line to remain and 
run their water to the Ivanhoe Hotel. 

78. The Railway Commissioners run the mains in a 
particular line, and the onus is on anyone who desires 
the water to connect at his own expense?—Yes, if the 
Commissioners’ permission is obtained. 

79. You said the Commissioners have refused to allow 
any further drain on their water supply ?—Yes. 

80. How do you get on in connection with watering the 
streets?—We use the supply from the Commissioners 
which we have in our gardens. The supply is bad; it 
takes about three hours to fill a water cart, and it is an 
expensive way of watering the strects. 

81. What do the Commissioners charge for 1,000 gal- 
lons ?—3s. 

82. Has there ever, to your knowledge, been anything 
in the nature of a water famine, or have you heard of 
one?—Yes. In 1915 the rainfall was 2,426 points; that 
was the lowest rainfall in any year since 1911. 

83. What particular reason have you for desiring an 
extension from Adams dam to Blackheath if you have 
always had a plentiful water supply?—In saying we have 
had a plentiful supply that is rather a mistake. For the 
local residents a tank supply almost satisfies requirements, 
except that there is no water available for gardens. You 
cannot very well have a garden with only a tank supply ; 
you must have some other source of supply, such as a well. 
In the summer a number of people who have furnished 
cottages to rent have to cart water to them. The Sydney 
resident requires more water than the average local 
resident. 

84. Do not people from Sydney have tanks fitted up ?— 
Yes. The city resident who has a furnished cottage 
which has been let to him, in two or three months runs 
through the supply of water. The local resident conserves 
his supply. He denies himself and makes the supply 
adequate. 

~85, The tourist is a bit wasteful!—I would not say 
that. 

56. I presume you are looking at this proposition from 
the standpoint of this being a tourist town principally /— 
Yés, 

87. Supposing this were a town of an agricultural 
character, with your great rainfall you would not be so 
keen probably on the extension of the water from Adams 
‘Creek 1—No. 

_ 88. Has the water ever been tested by experts ?—I 
understand the Public Health Department. tested-it and 
‘found it to be pure, 


89. Have you any misgivings as to the sett!ement on the 
catchment area producing any bad results ?—No misgivings 
at all. 

90. Mr. Mahoney.] Is there any danger of the dam at 
Adams Creek silting up ?—I do not think so. On one 
side the country is to a certain extent bare. There is a 
rocky substrata very close to the surface, and on the 
southern side it is so thickly matted with scrub that it 
holds the earth and the silt on the catchment area. 

91. How long have you been here?—Three years, I 
visited the dam on several occasions, and took particular. 
notice of the runaway, which has never been fouled by any 
description of substance from the catchment area. 

92. Are there many residences on the catchment area ? 
—There are a few in Blackheath. There is one half a 
mile from the dam. That is the closest to it. The nature 
of the soil in between the residence and the dam is of such 
a nature that, in my opinion, nothing detrimental to the 
water could reach the dam from it. 

93. If there is danger, I suppose the council would take 
all the necessary steps to prevent it ?—Yes, if the proposi- 
tion was commenced I think the council would take imme-- 
diate steps to prevent danger arising. 

94. Did the council ever consider, in the bringing about 
of this scheme, taking over that place which is within half 
a mile of the dam ?—It has never been considered. 

95. Would it be expensive /—No, the land and cottage 
is valued in our books at £460. 

96. Is there a large summer population here ?—Yes, 
about 7,000 in the summer; it ruys to our maximum 
ability to accommodate them. 

97. Mr. Travers,| If this scheme were adopted, would 
there be any likelihood of the Railway Commissioners 
coming under the scheme and taking water from the muni- 
cipality 7—I could not say. The Commissioners were asked 
that question, and they would not commit themselves. 

98. Have the Commissioners always been able to get 
sufficient water for their own supply 1—Yes, always. 
They have never to my knowledge cut off their consumers 
from it. : 

99, Regarding the 498 houses which you said were within 
the reticulated area, how mary would be merely week-end 
places ?— Fully 50 per cent. j 

100. Regarding the arrangement to supply Medlow with 
water, does that come under your council ?—It will under 
this scheme ; at present it does not. 

101. Do the figures you have given with regard to the 
reticulation area apply to Medlow !—Yes, they apply to the 
whole area, 

102, You said from sales of water you expected to get 
£800 for 8,000,000 gallons at 2s. per 1,000jgallons ;—on 
whad; did you base those figures?—The hotels and the 
number of large boarding-houses we have would approxi- 
mately use that quantity of water. 

103. How do the present conditions regarding the water 
supply affect insurance rates on the houses. Is the in- 
surance rate high?’—Yes. It would affect them consider- 
ably. 

104. Are the member of the municipal council unani- 
mously in favour of this scheme ?— Yes. 

105. Has any specific resolution been passed by the 
council ?—A resolution was carried which ;was forwarded 
to the Public Works Department. - . 

106. Regarding the water which is. now being supplied 
to the Hotel Majestic and other places at Medlow, is that 
being used for drinking purposes without being treated in 
any way !—Yes. 

107. Mr. De Burgh in his evidence says that “ there are 
some allotments alienated which have not yet been built 
on, and we can ascertain the number of the allotments that 
are still available.” Can you say whether you have the 
power to prevent any more buildings being erected on the 
catchment area ?— Yes, . 

108. What arrangements do you intend to make with 
those who purchased allotments prior to’the land being. re- 


Served for a catchment area to prevent them building 


thereon ?—To prevent them building on the area the coun- 
cil would resume the land.- 
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109. The rate of 5d. in the £ as estimated would roughly 
amount to Is. 9d. per 1,000 gallons. Do you look upon 
that as being excessive !—Yes, I think it is the absolute 
maximum. ‘The experience of Katoomba is that it would 
not go within 50 per cent of that. 

110. The scheme at present under consideration only 
provides for a population at Blackheath for six months in 
the summer of 5,000 and Medlow 1,500; that would be a 
total of 6,500; and in the winter six months, 1,500 for 
Blackheath and 830 for Medlow, making a total of 3,330. 
Do you think if the town develops during the next five 
years the proposed scheme will meet requirements !—In 
my opinion, the present scheme, anticipating a very con- 
siderable increase in the progress of the town, would supply 
all requirements for at least the next ten years. 

111, Have you given any consideration to going further 
afield to augment the present supply !—] think the Public 
Works Department are of the opinion that another storage 
dam could be erected a little lower down than the present 
retaining wall, 

112. Regarding the houses which are outside the present 
proposed reticulated area, do you contemplate in the future. 
being able to bring those in?--Yes, I think the extension 
towards the golf links would prove a paying proposition. 

113. On the ra'e you propose to impose, can you say 
roughly what it would amount to annually, say for an 
ordinary cottage of five rooms in the town, taking the 
average family and the average consumption of water -— 
Somewhere about 30s. to 35s. per annum. 

114. Mr. Drwmmond.| What is the population of 
Katoomba ?—From about 12,000 to between 30,000 and 
40,000. 

115. There is plenty room for expansion at Blackheath 
before the population of Katoomba is reached 1— Yes. 

116. I asked that because Mr. de Burgh stated that the 
capacity of Blackheath reservoir is twice that of the exist- 
ing Katoomba water supply and that the storage of 
Katoomba is about to be enlarged. Do you know if any 
considerable inconvenience is felt at’ Katoomba by reason 
of the shortage of water?—No, I think a restriction was 
placed on the use of water for gardens—that is using a hose 
in the garden—for about one month. 


117. You stated that the lowest rainfall was 24 inches. 
In the official statement the total amount of water esti- 
mated to be consumed in twelve months at Medlow and 
Blackhealth is approximately 60,000,000 gallons, whereas 
the total storage capacity is 66,000,000 gallons. It is 
further stated that it took seven months to fill the dam 
after it was constructed. That was in 1907. It is not 
likely that the amount of water which fell in 1907 would 
be less than the lowest figures which you have at present ? 
—I take it that the work of constructing the dam was 
commenced after the winter was over, at the drier season 
of the year. Possibly that would account for the length of 
time it took to fill it. 

118. The department’s estimate of the consumption of 
water is 60,000,000 gallons, and in their reference to 
Katoomba, with a very much larger population, their esti- 
mate of consumption is apparently a very conservative 
one indeed, since it only leaves about one-tenth of the 
total amount stored in reserve at the end of the consump- 
tion period !—In addition to that there would be the whole 
rainfall during the year to work on. To commence with 


_ there would be a year’s supply stored, and then there 


would be the rainfall during the period drawn upon. 


119. Mr. de Burgh stated, in reference to the pumping 
station, that there were two alternative methods by which 
the pumps could be driven. 
supplied with current by the municipal council through a 
branch line, which will connect with the council’s trans- 
mission line on the Great Western road, near water 
reserve 192, about a mile from Blackheath railway station. 
The second is by a suction gas plant. The method to be 
used has yet to be decided. Has your council given con- 
sideration to those alternative methods?!—The council 
made a suggestion to the Public Works Department that 
they considered a certain class of suction gas plant could 
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The first is by electric motors . 


‘charge. 
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possibly be used with economical results in pumping the 
water—that is generating its own electricity and pumping 
the water direct from the generating set. 

120. Has the council its own generating plant !-—No ; 
we purchase our current in bulk from the Katoomba Elec- 
tric Lighting Company. 

121. So far as that question is concerned, there will be 
no distinct advantage to the municipal council in having 
this source of electrical distribution continuously at their 
disposal ?—Yes, there may be, because the council under 
the agreement with the Katoomba Electric Lighting Com- 
pany in connection with the purchase of the plant has a 
stipulation to the effect that, on giving certain notice, it 
can discontinue taking the current from them in bulk. 

122. Your point is if the suction gas plant is established at 
the works you would probably discontinue taking current 
in bulk from Katoomba and generate for the water supply 
and the town at the same time 7— Yes. 

123. And the continuous current required would enable 
you to distribute it ona better basis than at present ?— 
aves. 

124. So that on present indications the installation of the 
suction gas plant would be to your advantage !— Yes. 

125, Mr. Doe.| Is the reservoir in the municipality of 
Blackheath t— Yes, 

126. Are all those places mentioned as being on the 
catchment area within the municipality /—The one nearest 
the dam is within the municipality. There are a number 
right on the extreme boundary of the catchment which are 
within the municipality of Katoomba, 

127. You would have no control over the others then ?— 
Yes; Immediately the catchment district is proclaimed, 
the council will have full control over all residences or pre- 
mises on that area. 

128. Would you have to consult the Katoomba Council 
in that regard ?—Not necessarily. 

129. Mr. De Burgh said that the estimated cost of water 
per 1,000 gallons would work out at about 1s. 9d.; you pro- 
pose to charge 2s ?—_Yes. 

130. So by making the higher charge you will be able 
to reduce the rate somewhat ?’—Yes, if the sales increase 
as it is considered they will. 

131, You wish the Committee to understand that the 
establishment of these waterworks will give this munici- 
pality such an impetus that it will lighten its financial 
burden very considerably ?—Yes, within a very short 
period. 

132. No danger is anticipated from pollution of the 
water because of the porous nature of the soil !—No. 

133. There is only one property that you can resume !— 
No. There aie a number of properties within the munici- 
pality that are on the boundary of the catchment area ; 
they face the railway station at Medlow Bath and are 
within this municipality. 

134, Has any estimate been made of the cost of resump- 
tion of the whole of the properties within the municipality !— 
No. 

135, Are there any piggeries on the area !—No. 

136. You have power to prevent further settlement on 
the area if you wish to do so?— Yes. 

137. Has the council any intention of establishing a fen 
station !—I think about two years ago the council obtained 
permission from. the Commissioners to establish a fire 
hydrant on their water main, running along the Main 
Western road; but it was found that the pressure was 
scarcely more than sufficient to fill a bucket, so that it was 
abandoned. 

138. You mentioned several sights in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Blackheath ; would you enumerate them ? 
—Govett’s Leap, Evan’s Lookout, the Grand Canyon, 
Hargrave’s Lookout, Mount Blackheath, Mount Boyce, Hat 
Hill, Neate’s Glen, Roderiguez Pass, Megalong Valley, and 
others. 

139. Concerning two proposals which have been men- 
tioned for the supply of power: you have power and 
lighting rates from the Katoomba municipality. What is 
the power rate?—3d. per unit. The lighting rate is 9d. 
per unit. We pay ld. per unit, and a maximum demand 
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140. In the event of supplying power to the pumping 
station from the Katoomba supply you would get that at 
ld. per unit /—Yes. 

141. Mr. De Burgh estimated the cost of electric power 
at lid.; would jd. be to cover maintenance !—Yes. 

142. You think the establishment of a gas plant by 
which you could light the town and supply the power for 
pumping would work economically, because I presume you 
would have the day load for pumping the water, and could 
afford to ease off and keep the town supplied with electricity 
at night ?—Yes, 5 

143. You would have the two things going at one 
time ?—Yes. We would have a day load and a night load. 

144. Would the reservoir never go low?—I think not. 
Tt is fed by rain, and by ever-running springs. 

145. With regard to the pumping station: In making 
up the estimate, full wages have been charged for the whole 
time ; but it is stated also that it may be found possible in 
actual work to reduce the wages charge, because it would 
not be necessary to have a man there the whole time. So 
that apparently all the estimates which have been made 
have been made on a conservative basis 7—Yes. 

146. The possibilities are that many of those charges 
could be reduced ?—Yes. 

147. ifr. Travers.| With regard to the 498 houses in 
the water supply reticu.ation area, which includes Medlow, 
have you made any allowance for the future reticulation 
of Medlow !—No. 

148. Ths estimate of the cost upon which your figures 
are based, £45,300.for the whole scheme, provides a sum of 
£16,660 for the reticulation of Blackheath only. Has 
your council made any estimate as to what it will cost to 
reticulate Medlow !—It is not intended to disturb the pre- 
sent reticulation of Medlow. Medlow is now fully 
reticulated. 

149. So that there would be no necessity to make any 
allowance for that?!—No. 

150. Regarding the disposal of nightsoil on the catch- 
ment area, I understand there are thirty residences there. 
Does that come directly under your council’s control ?— 
Yes. Once it was proclaimed a catchment district the 
council could initiate a sanitary service over the. whole 
area. At present it has power to initiate a sanitary ser- 
vice over that portion cf the area which is within the 
municipality. 

151. Have you any figures to show the number of 
people who pass through the town on Sundays and holi- 
days {—No. 

152. That number would be largely in excess of the 
figures you have already supplied !—Yes. The figures I 
have given are for people who stay longer than a day. 

153. Chairman.| Is Medlow within your municipality 
now ?—Yes.. Our boundary runs on the southern side of 
the Medlow Bath station. 

154, You take in the whole of the area at Medlow which 
is now reticulated ?—No. 

.155. With respect to that part which is not within your 
municipality, what arrangements would you make for the 
disposal of water to them ?!—Mceters are already in all 
Medlow premises, and we would make a charge. 

156. Under the Act can you do that outside the boun- 
daries of your municipality ?—Yes. 

157. You say there are 498 different tenements which 
would contribute revenue to the scheme, and the annual 
charge would be something under £5,000. That would be 
about £9 or £10 per tenement per year ?—Yes. 

158 In reply to Mr. Travers you said au ordinary five- 
roomed cottage would only contribute about 35s. a year 1— 
We take into consideration all the vacant land within that 
area, ‘There is more land available to be built on than is 
built on. 


159. Mr, Drwmmond.| With reference to the arrange- 
ment your have with the Katoomba Company for the 
delivery of electricity in bulk, I presume the reticulation 
within the town of Blackheath is the property of the 
municipality of Blackheath ?\—Yes, 


' operations. 


Henry Justice Collier, storekeeper, and Mayor of Black 
heath, sworn, and examined :— 


160. Mr. Doe.| Will you make a statement with regard 
to the proposal before the Committee /—I have been a 
resident in Blackheath for thirty years. For about fifteen 
or twenty years of that time [ have been connected with 
all public movements in the town, and with the Progress 
Association. During the latter period at least an agita- 
tion has been going on in the town in favour of a water 
supply. It has never met with the lcast opposition from 
any public body. As a member of the Shire Council -for 
some years, I urged the adeption of such a scheme, and it 
was thought, if we could manage to get the Public Works 
Committee to investigate this proposal, we would attain 
our object. The need of a water supply is urgent for the 
residents, tourists, and visitors. We define a visitor as a 
person who rents a cottage and lives here for a short 
period. Those people come from where they get all such 
public utilities, and naturally do not understand the limits 
which they must impose on themselves in the use of water 
in a place like this. Let me cite a case which occurred 
last year. A family came here and tvok up residence in a 
fairly well-equipped cottage. Shortly afterwards they com- 
plained that the water supply had run out, and asked what 
were they to do. They were told they had better leave the 
cottage. That is not an isolated case. Such people see 
the taps, and do not know what a poor supply is behind 
them. ‘They have been accustomed to use water where a 
permanent water supply existed. The cottage I have men- 
tioned would be put out of action to all intents and pur- 
poses until there was a rainfall of many inches. That isa 
serious aspect of the question as it affects the progress of 
the town. There are great possibilities in Blockheath. It 
is situated on a plateau of the Blue Mountains, and for 
about 3 miles along the. main Western-road is mostly 
level. From it lateral roads extend in various directions, 
all of which have valuable building land right along the whole 
length of the roads. TI refer to the Hat Hill road, Govett’s 
Leap road, Canyon-road, Shipley-road, and the area known 
as Paradise. ‘Those are all capable of extension right to the 
limits of the ridge for building purposes. So that the pos- 
sibility of a large town being eventually established here is 
apparent ‘Chose of us who have been residents for a long 
time here look upori the water supply as being an abso- 
lutely vital need for the advancement cf the town. We 
consider that if the water scheme is given effect to, there 
will be an almost immediate boost of the township, and an 
instant advance in prices of land and an increase in building 
During tke past five years there has been a 
considerable increase in the number vf buildings erected. 
If a satisfactory water supply were made available, that 
increase would be more than doubled. 

161. How often does the sanitary man call at the resi- 
dences?—A weekly service is the established custom, but 
a more frequent service is available if required. 

162. Has there been any talk of deep drainage here ?— 
No. It has not come under the consideration of the 
council. 

163. The pan system meets the needs of the munici- 
pality 7—Yes, and it will do so for some time. It isa very 
satisfactory service. 

164. Isthere any cultivation in this neighbourhood ?— 
There is a considerable area under fruit, particularly on 
Shipley Promontory. That would be about 4 miles from 


here. It is in the municipality. They grow apples prin- 
cipaily. There are four or five families engaged in fruit- 
growing. 


165. Do they depend on the natural rainfall /—Yes. 

166. You heard the town clerk say that land suitable 
for residential purposes outside the immediate centre of the 
town could be obtained at about 15s. per foot; what is 
your experience!—To arrive at the values of land within 
the municipality you would have to take two or three 
zones. ‘The zone where the land is worth from 15s. to 20s. 
per foot would be about 13 to 2 milcs out. 

167, What is the average value of land in the respective 
zones ‘(—The inner zone would be in the business centre of 
the township. In the next zone, the value of the land 
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would vary from £5 down to perhaps £2 10s. per foot ; 
that would bea residential area. In the outer zone the 
land would be worth about 15s. to 20s, per foot. In such a 
place as this, where views count for something, land values 
are affected Ly various considerations, and you can hardly 
fix a definite rate. 

168. Has the council come to any conclusion with regard 
to the power to be used in connection with this water 
supply ?—They look forward to being able to use electricity. 

169. To use the electricity you are now gelting from 
Katoomba ?—Yes. 

170. Do you think that the 14d, which was mentioned — 
a ld. you have to pay to Katoomba and 4d. for the upkeep— 
would meet the case?—Yes, because it would be almost 
entirely a day load at i4d. 

171. Has the council decided that the charge for water 
for 1,000 gallons shall be 2s.; or is that a matter for 
future decision ?— It is a matter for future decision. 

172. Do you hold the view expressed by the town clerk 
that the nature of the soil on the catchment area is such 
that there is little danger of pollution of the water supply ? 
—I do not think there is any danger. 

173. Has the council expressed an opinion with regard 
to settlement on the catchment area?—Yes. The general 
opinion is that the settlement is very far removed from the 
catchment area. The greater part of the settlement there 
will not affect it. 

174. Is any of the alienated land near to the reservoir 4 
There is one orchard property almost on the creek, That is 
the closest one. 

175. There are -alienated lands which 
upon ?—Beyond that. 

176. Is there very much adjoining that !—No. 
rest, I think, is a considerable distance away. 

177. What is the value of the alienated land which is 
not yet built on—-that is, nearest to the dam ?—It is cheap 
land. It is a considerable distance from the. Medlow 
railway station and from the line itself. 

178. I presume the council is sufficiently seized with 
the need for protecting the water supply to prevent any 
building on the cachment area if it could be avoided, and 


are not built 
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also of the necessity for 1esuming land in the intcrests of” 


the health of the people resident here and also of visitors ? 
—Yes, the council will seriously consider that aspect and 
prevent as far as possible any increase in the occupation of 
the catchment area. At present they do not anticipate 
any serious difficulty with regard to the quality of the 
water. 

179. What is likely to be the attitude of the council 
with regard to the establishment of a fire station when a 
satisfactory water supply is made available /—The council 
will almost at once establish such a station. 

180. You heard the question whieh was asked the 
town clerk concerning the fire insurance rate. What is 
your opinion with regard to that?—The rates are very 
high for places in the centre of the township. 

181. What are the rates on wooden or brick buildings ? 
—The rate I pay is 25s. or 26s, My house is weather- 
board. The rate for detached wooden cottages would be 
about 12s. 6d. | 

182. By how much would that be reduced if you had a 
sufficient water supply and a fire station ?—I thiak the 
reduction in connection with weatherboard buildings would 
be about 25 per cent. 

183. You are satisfied that your council would be pre- 
pared to take up the burden of supplying its quota 
towards the establishment of a fire brigade in the town if 
a water supply was made available ?---It certainly would. 

184, Mr. Cameron.| The whole scheme is based on land 
values. Are you quite satisfied with regard to the 
stability of land values at Blackheath !—Quite. 

185. In the event of some other place becoming more 
popular than Blackheath would that have any affect on 
the values ’—We claim that Blackheath is the centre of 
the scienic attractions of the mountains. In the past 
there has been a gradual and persistent advance of the 
town, and that proves there can be no fear of its dropping 
behind, | 


Witnesses—H., J. Collier and T, R. Rodriguez, 10 September, 1923, 


Alderman Thomas Raymond Rodriguez, land and estate 
agent, Blackheath, sworn, and examined : 


186. Mr. Drummond.| Do you wish to make a statement. 
in regard to the proposed water supply ?-—Yes. I have re- 
sided in Blackheath for thirty-three years. The advance- 
ment of Blackheath as a tourist resort is a well-known and 
established fact. The town has doubled in population 
during the last five years. Its greatest drawbacks, notice- 
able by everybody, are the want of a water supply and of 
a sewerage system. Were thosé two essential services 
supplied, [ feel positive Blackheath would redouble itself 
during the forthcoming five years. Blackheath lost its 
chance of becoming the leading mountain health resort by 
reason of the fact that Katoomba became a municipality 
practically thirty years before Blackheath, and years ago 
became possessed of its own water supply and sewerage 
system. Thus equipped, Katoomba had no fear of any 
opposition, and rose to be the premier city of the moun- 
tains. Blackheath has been greatly handicapped, yet her 
advancement, although very slow, has been great; but 
nothing in comparison with the advance of Katoomba. 
Owing to the want of a water supply and sewerage system, 
it is impossible to erect in Blackheath large establishments, 
such as the Carrington, Sans Souci, the Reitz, and the 
Napier, which abound in Katoomba and Leura. Those 
large places attract a great many visitors. The level nature 
of the Blackheath plateau is such that if a water supply 
were established, Blackheath would soon become a large 
town, I have sold over 590 blocks of residential land 
during the last three years. The new owners are desirous 
of settling upon those blocks, but realise the difficulty con- 
nected with the obtaining of water, and prefer to wait 
until the water supply is made available. The want of 
water was greatly felt during last season, when most of the 
letting cottages had to have water carted tothem. Ths 
carters charged 2s. 6d. per 100 gallons for delivering the 
water. The previous season was not quite so serious, 
although cartage of water had to be resorted to to a very 
large extent. The council clerk, in his evidence, made a 
grave mistake in this connection, for we narrowly escaped 
a water famine. The explanation is, that the rainfall, 
although apparently large, was greatest during the winter, 
Tam acquainted with all the largest ratepayers, and they 
are unanimously in favour of the water supply, although 
their rates will thereby he consilerably increased, Building 
operations are invariably hampered because of the want of 
water, especially in connection with brick buildings, foun- 
dations, and chimneys. The want of water for those pur- 
poses, In comparison with Katoomba, makes the cost of 
building very high. The price of water is 5s. for 200 
gallons. 

187. With regard to the 500 blocks of land which you 
sold during the last three years, have they been built on to 
any extent !—Very few. They were purchased with a view 
to future building as the town and its attractions increased. 
The purchasers are all aware that this town will go ahead 
in a very short time after a water supply is made avail- 
able. It is in view of that knowledge that people are pur- 
chasing. 

188. Would not a big percentage of the holders of the 
land be temporary residents!—Not necessarily. There is 
a tendency to a permanent population being established in 
the town. The winter population is increasing enormously. 
At one time even the residents used to leave the place, and 
it was practically abandoned in the winter, but that is not 
the case at present. Not only have we a larger number of 
permanent residents right throughout the year, but we 
have a lot of visitors who come here for the winter. 

189. The progress of Blackheath, I take it, is dependent 
principally upon the attractions it can offer to people for 
tourist and health purposes ?— Quite so. 

190. Therefore, the provision of an adequate water 
supply is one of very keen interest to the people !—Yes, 

191. In regard to your operations as an agent, what 
effect have you found the lack of a sutticient water supply 
has had upon the insurance of buildings!—An enormous 
effect. Iam also an insurance agent, and we charge the 
maximum price of insurance in country districts. 
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Witnesses—T. R. Rodriquez and R. T. Mitchell, 10 September, 1923. 


192, You are quite satisfied that the proposed scheme is 
the best that can be advanced in the interests of Black- 
heath ]—Undoubtedly. There will be a supply of about 
66,000,000 gallons of water. There is a big cascade running 
to waste, so we are well situated, in comparison with other 
towns, 

193. Mr. Travers.] Can you say how many times during 
the last ten years water has had to be carted to the week- 
end cottages which were mentioned !—Practically every 
season some cottages have required some water carted. 
The main rainfall comes in the winter. As soon as visitors 
come they begin to draw on the water supply in the tanks, 
If there is a succession of tenants the supply does not last 
any great length of time. Ifthe rain does not come the 
water would have to be carted almost immediately. 

194, Where is the water carted from ?—There are several 
springs handy to the town; there is one within 300 or 400 
yards of this building, It is a good spring. 

195, Could not the shortage you mentioned be somewhat 
obviated by the installation of more tanks around the 
houses?—No. If you were to have tanks all around a 
house it would only be an eyesore, and the sun would not 
get to the house. 

196. You think there is sufficient provision made for the 
supply of water by tanks?—Yes. 

197. The town clerk said there was about 50 per cent. 
of the land unoccupied and available for building purposes 
within the proposed reticulution area, Taking the land at 
different points from the centre of the town, what would 
be the average value of that land?—The business area is 
very restricted, and will never be increased. Outside the 
business area, for the first half-mile, the value of the land 
varies from £1 to £3 per foot. A quarter of a mile further 
out the value ranges from about 15s. upwards. In my 
books at present I have a great deal of land, not situated 
on the main arteries, for sale at about 15s. a foot. 

198, Is there any particular reason why so many wooden 
cottages have been erected in Blackheath ?—That is one of 
the great difficulties: That the cost of the construction of 
brick cottages is heavy, owing to the want of water for 
mixing mortar, and preparing material required for plaster- 

_ing and other things. é 

199. Where would you get the bricks 
nearest place is Lithgow. 

200. What is the maximum rate of insurance on wooden 
cottages /—Separated, about 30 feet from any other cottage, 
12s. 6d. per £100. That isthe maximum for that class of 
property. If you have a cottage within 15 feet of another 
the rate is higher, 

201. 1f you had a water supply the insurance rates 
would be considerably less -—-Yes; I should say about 20 
per cent. less. 

202. Does the purchase of land carry any building 
covenant !/—Not as a rule. 

203. What would be the fair average value of a cottage 
of, say, six rooms?—About £700 to £800 for a wooden 

. cottage, including the land. 

204. Have you noticed during the last five years, and 
particularly during the last three and a half years, since 
Blackheath has been incorporated as a municipality, 
that land values have increased considerably !—They have 
increased, but not very much. The picked spots have 
certainly increased in value. I very often have an oppor- 
tunity of selling land at £4 and £5 a foot which before 
could not be sold at that price. If we had a water supply 
it would send this town ahead very much, 

205. Are you able to meet the demand for week-end 
cottages during the summer months!—No; the demand 
exceeds the supply uuless a water scare takes place, as was 
the case during last Easter. We had some cottages vacant 
and would have béen able to let them, but a rumour went 
abroad, on account of the bush fires, that there was a 
scarcity of water. 

206. Had you any fires in the town ?—Very few. 

207. Mr. Burke.| You said you narrowly escaped a water 
famine last year. What did you mean by that !—If it had 
not rained at an opportune moment the cottages would 
have been absolutely without water. 


from !— The 


208. When did the rain come at the opportune time !— 
I think it was in February. 

209. You mean that the season nearly went through 
without rain?—It was just in the middle of the season. 
The season commences about the Ist of November. 

210. You did not get a good rainfall in the winter !— 
We got a good rainfall. ‘The tanks were full in the winter 
and running over. 

211. I cannot understand how you nearly had a water 
famine ?—There may be 2,000 gallons of water in a tank 
at a house occupied by about eight or ten persons, On the 
mountains, there are frequently two families in one cottage 
and they consume a tremendous quantity of water. 

212. You wish to make the point that you are really 
dependent on rainwater !—Yes. 

213. You said the supply of water had a bearing on the 
letting of cottages 1—Yes, at Haster time. We had to cart 
water to nearly all of the cottages. That fact got about at 
Easter time and we did not get the number of visitors who 
otherwise would have visited the town. 

214, This is essentially a tourist and health district 1— 
Yes, absolutely. ‘ 

215. Mr. Mahony.| Can your council face the obliga- 
tions of this scheme !—I have no doubt about it. 


Alderman Rodon Tregarthen Mitchell, medical practitioner, 
Blackheath, sworn, and examined :— 

216. Mr. Travers.) Will you give the Committee your 
views with regard to the proposed water supply !—I havea 
very small family ; there are five of us all told. I have a 
tank capacity at my house of 3,500 gallons. I have been 
here four years, during which time my supply of water has 
been often down to bedrock. JI have never had to 
buy water, but have been very near to it. Last year we 
dah to boil the water because it was not safe to drink 
having got very low in the tanks. We had to reduce the 
quantity of water we used for ablutions and so on. Twice 
during the period of four years my supply of tank water 
has been short. We are not heavy users of water because 
we have been accustomed to living out back and do not 
waste it. Last year, all through the town, gardens had to 
be left without water. Personally, I should very much 
like to see made available a supply of water that we could 
depend upon. The trouble is that the rainfall is erratic in 
the sumner. On the two occasions I mentioned, we 
had two to three months drought and the tanks conse- 
quently were not filled. I know that during those dry 
times some of the letting cottages were in a very bad way. 
I noticed that during those dry spells there was a consider- 
able amount of gastro-enteritis prevalent in the town, not 
only amongst visitors but-‘amongst the residents. I think 
that was undoubtedly due to the tank water supply. Such 
a supply is very unsatisfactory especially in this town be- 
cause we have such high winds in the summer and the 
winter ; and those winds carry the dust and dirt from the 
streets into the gutters and w® get a very considerable 
deposit of organic matter on the bottoms of the tanks, and 
it is very difficult to clean the tanks. In ordinary cireum- 
stances if you are dependent on your tanks for a supply of 
water it is almost impossible to clean them because you 
have to empty them, and get them down from the stands 
in order to do so, We had aman with a vacuum cleaner 
here the other day. That method of cleaning the tanks 
was a great improvement ; it would obviate some of the 
difficulty. At present, owing to the difficulty there is in 
having the tanks emptied and cleaned, they are not really 
cleaned, and the water is, in certain circumstances, abso- 
lutely unfit for consumption. The letting cottages are 
naturally cut down to the smallest supply. The visitors I 
have had as patients here have often grumbled very much 
indeed at and been very disgusted with. the shortage of 
water. ‘They have been accustomed, of course, to a good 
water supply and cannot understand having to economise 
when using a tank supply. I have the general impression, 
obtained from my practice, that when there is a shortage 
of water here, owing to the tanks being to some extent 
full of organic matter we get diarrhceal diseases in 
excess of what there should be, seeing that the climate is 
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not hot and we always get cold nights, facts which are 
rather against gastro-enteric complaints, yet we get quite a 
good deal of such sickness. 

217, Are the two diseases you mentioned more prevalent 
in the summer months than in the winter months ?—Yes, 
always. 

218. Apart from the diseases you mentioned is the 
health of the town very good /—-Yes. 

219. In your visits to patients who are. permanent resi- 
dents have you found them to be in a similar position to 
yourself with regard to the shortage of water ?—Generally 
they are in a much worse position. 

220. Do you agree with the evidence given by Mr. 
Rodriguez that if you had a water supply you would be 
able to put up large boarding-houses like those in Katoomba 
and other places on the mountains?—The want of water 
is undoubtedly one of the difficulties. One of the board- 
ing-houses is close to me and I can hear the engine going 
nearly all day in the summer, They pump water from a 
well—an almost inexhaustible well. 

221. There are some septic tanks in the town ?—Yes, 
and the difficulty with the septic tank is that you must 
have a permanent water supply. The Ivanhoe, Astoria; 
and the other places which have septic tanks must have 
underground tanks or a well supply in order to keep their 
pressure tank full. It has been one of the troubles in 
private houses that they cannot have a septic tank 
because they have not a sufficient water catchment and 
water supply. 

222. Do you think, if the water supply was installed, 
that the system of septic tanks would be more generally 
availed of than at present !—I am quite sure they would. 
Speaking as an alderman I am sure we should do our 
best to provide a sewerage system as soon as possible, 
but the provision of such a system is impossible without a 
water supply. 

223. Has the matter been discussed in the council, and 
generally are you in favour of it }—Yes, we all recognise 
it would be a benefit to the town. From my personal 
observation as a medical man I think that the health of 
the people in the town in the summer would be better if 
we had a water supply. 

224. Mr. Mahony.| Do you know anything about 
where it is proposed to take the water from ?—I do not 
know anything about the qualities of the water. I know 
it has been examined and found to be drinkable without 
the necessity of filrration. 

225. Mr. Burke.| Do you think, in the event of a 
water supply being obtained here, that this district 
would compare favourably with the other mountain dis- 
tricts as a tourist and health resort ?—I am sure it would. 

226. Has it any special advantages over the other 
towus +—Yes. It has one very special advantage, and 
that is there is a very large area of fairly level ground in 
Blackheath. Anybody who has been sick or has had any- 
‘thing the matter with the heart will find Leura and 
Katoomba are impossible as convalescent situations. Such 
persons would prefer to come to Blackheath because of 
being able to get about without having to climb any stcep 
hills, The fact would apply also in this way: That we 
have large quantities of land available for building which 
would not require any preparation for building, as the 
land is almost flat. At Leura and Katoomba at present 
you cannot buy any land on which you have not to spend 
£200 or £300 before starting to build a house. 

227. Mr. Cameron.| Have you a knowledge of the 
catchment area?—Only a superficial knowledge. It is 
mostly bush. ‘There is very little settlement on it. I do 
not think the settlement on it would affect the catchment 
at all. 

228. Do you think contamination of the water could be 
prevented. You would not anticipate any danger from the 
residences there !—As far as I know the settlement on the 
catchment area is of no importance at present. 

229. Mr. Doe.| You mentioned that your neighbour has 
a well. Is it good drinking water?—I do not think he 
uses it for drinking. I think he uses it simply for W.C.’s 
and bath purposes. 


Witnesses— R. T. Mitchell and A. W. Weihen, 10 September, 1923. 


230. Are there any minerals that would affect it ?—No, 
there is very little in this soil that I know of. 

231. What is the depth of the well you spoke of }—I 
think 25 feet. When there is a water supply people use a 
great deal more water. I have been in towns where there 
has been a difficulty in disposing of waste material. There 
is no difficulty in this town Lecause the soil is very sandy 
and we can dispose of all waste water in a very easy way 
indeed, either by an agricultural drain or by a soakage 
bed. At my house there was a 6 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. soakage 
pit,-which had been going for thirteen years, and I found 
that there was exactly 3 in. of slime in it. It shows the 
soil is exceedingly absorbent. There would be no difficulty 
in getting rid of waste. 


Albert Wallace Weihen, ophthalmic surgeon, 183 Mac- 
quarie-street, Sydney, sworn and examined :— 


232. Mr. Mahony.| Will you make a'statement in regard 
to the proposal before the Committee ?—I have been resi- 
dent in Blackheath for the last four and a half years. My 
object in coming to Blackheath was to find a place which 
would be suitable to my children and myself where I could 
ultimately reside altogether. Before settling here I put in 
six months going over the mountains from Woodford to 
Mount Victoria to select the most suitable site and eventu- 
ally decided on Blackheath. Since I have been here, there 
has been a good deal of progress, but nothing like the pro- 
gress that Blackheath is justified in expecting. I think 
that is largely due to the fact that there is not an adequate 
water supply available. The first thing that strikes one is 
that you cannot cultivate anything unless you have some- 
thing more than a tank supply of water. I have found it 
impossible to keep a garden going where I am, so I have 
left the outside of my house practically in the condition it 
was when I purchased it. I have a great number of fruit 
trees and concentrate my attention on them. The lay out 
of Biackheath struck me as being extremely suitable for a 
large population. That was one of the reasons which 
induced me to settle here. The point that Dr. Mitchell 
has emphasised, the relative flatness of the town, is to my 
mind very important. You can take walks here without 
having the distress and discomfort of going up a lot of hills 
as at Leura and Katoomba, Further there is a consider- 
able amount of space and you can leada more leisurely life 
than you could in the places I have just mentioned. It is 
a fact for which I can give a concrete example that people 
have been prevented from coming to Blackheath to spend 
their holidays by reason of the inadequate water supply. 
It occurred to a friend of mine who is also a Macquarie- 
street man, Dr. Marsh, to come here and take a cottage 
from Mr. Rodriguez. When he went to him and found the 
tanks attached to a cottage were dry, he refused to take 
occupation of the cottage and ultimately took another place 
in Blackheath. He had his boy here for six months for 
the benefit of his health. The cottage I referred to was 
not let. A report got about, not only in Blackheath, but 
elsewhere, that it was not a place to come to, because 
enough water could not be obtained. It is a fact that most 
of the people were carting water. Personally I was for- 
tunate, because although I have the ordinary tank supply, 
which I considered was sufficient for my family, my neigh- 
bour has a concrete dam and he allowed me to lay on water- 
pipes from his dam to my house, so that I have two water 
supplies. For the additional water supply I have been 
paying 6s. per 1,000 gallons which is avery high amount 
to pay. That has enabled me to put in aseptic tank. Tam 
one of the few people in Blackheath whoh ave septic tanks. 
If I had not been able to put up a septic tank I probably 
would not have remained in Blackheath ; for two reasons, 
one was that the fly nuisance was something frightful, in 
spite of the fact that I had wire doors and windows 
attached to my place; and the pan system here, about 
which I have expressed myself pretty strongly to the town 
clerk, was absolutely, from my point of view, beyond 
endurance. I installed a septic tank and was fortunate 
enough to get an adequate water supply. I have 
had to go to the additional expense of putting in 
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a second water supply. I do not care what water 
supply comes to Blackheath as long as it is a water 
supply, I am quite prepared to pay anything to get it. The 
soil is quite out of the question, on which to grow anything, 
unless you have a supply of water in addition to a tank 
supply. If you had an exceptionally good tank supply, 
you might be able to cultivate the land; but one cannot 
have tanks allaround ones house. I have over 3,000 gallons 
on my place, and I only come up here for week-ends, and 
the school holidays of my children. Last year, when there 
was nearly a water famine, [ was down to the second rung 
in my last tank supply, that is without h ving to tap the 
water supply of my next door neighbour. The soil here 
is so friable that with the heaviest rain you can walk 
out practically dry-shod on any of the ridges as soon 
as the rain ceases. The water simply goes through the 
soil as it would through a sponge, so I have practically 
eut out the idea of keeping a garden on my place. 
The fruit trees are dependent on the ordinary water 
supply, and I do not water them artificially. Another 
point that strikes me about Blackheath is that the moun- 
tains are Nature’s sanatorium for Sydney. It is going to 
be one of the areas where educational institutions will be 
established. We are on the edge of the plains, and people 
out back will send their children to educational institutions 
on this high plateau, as will also people from the seaside, 
whose children cannot get along very well there. Iam not 
speaking as a medical man now, but as a man of some 
experience as a teacher. I was a teacher for some 
years in the course of my career, and I think that one 
of the things that is going to help develop Blackheath is 
the establishment of educational institutions. A  girl’s 
school has already been opened at Crammond, on the hill. 
T understand the Roman Catholic people are going to start 
a school also. Blackheath is not only beneficial to people 
convalescing from illness, it is eminently suitable from the 
point of view of educational institutions, and for the 
benefits it affords to a large population in a big city. As I 
have two water supplies I have hardly got an axe to grind. 
I am prepared, if a water supply comes, to get it laid on to 
‘my house at once. With regard to the drought that almost 
occurred here, it was avery definite emergency. There were 
bush fires all round the country, and we were absolutely 
helpless as far as a water supply was concerned. Many 
people were prevented from coming to Blackheath, and 
taking cottages, because of the lack of an adequate water 
supply. I think that the tourist traffic to Blackheath was 
set back eighteen months ; and if that sort of thing occurs 
frequently, it will be the end to Blackheath as a tourist 
resort, 

233. Mr. Mahony.| Dr. Mitchell stated that two com- 
plaints prevalent in the summer were diarrhzea and gastro- 
enteritis ;—have you had any experience of them ?—Yes, I 
had a very unpleasant experience. I nearly lost my youngest 
child, who contracted gastro-enteritis. 

234. Do you think it likely that such complaints would 
be caused from a sediment remaining in the tanks !— Almost 
certainly. 

235. You think that with a water supply that trouble 
could be got over ?—I do. 

236. Would you consider there was any danger of 
contamination of the water from residences within half a 
mile of thedam?—No. With ordinary supervision I should 
think there was no risk of contamination. 1 understand 
the nearest household is half a mile distant. 


237. There are thirty other residences on the area, Do 


you consider that the soil would act as a filter ?—A most 


efficient filter. I found that on my own land. 

258. Do you consider there would be any danger from 
contamination ’—I do not think so. _ 

239. Chairman.] Do you not regard a seweraze system 
as being just as important to the progress of the district 
as the water supply—once you get the water supplv?—I 
think the two things ought to go together. They certainly 
ought not to be separated. I look forward to the installa- 
tion of the sewerage system. J would only be too glad to 
scrap my septic tank if the sewerage system came along. 


Francis Charles Richard Wiggins, estate agent, Grand 
Canyon road, Blackheath, sworn, and examined :— 


240. Mr. Burke.| Will you make a statement with 
regard to the proposed water supply /—I have as an estate 
agent a good number of cottages to attend to on behalf of 
owners, and knowing the requirements of tourists to Black- 
heath, I am strongly in favour of the proposed water 
supply. The tank system now in operation is quite inade- 
quate. That will be recognised when it is pointed out that 
for the most part visitors to Blackheath come from the 
city and seaside places where they have been accustomed 
to an unlimited supply of water. ‘Tourists resorting to 
this district indulge for the most part in tennis, golf, long 
walking tours, picnics, and motoring. Shower and other 
baths, after some of those forms of recreation, are an abso- 
lute necessity. During last season a paragraph appeared 
in one of the Sydney papers reporting a water shortage 
at Blackheath, with the result that in connection with 
many of the cottages I had booked there came a request 
that an assurance should be given that there was enough 
water available in the town before they came up. In one 
or two instances I had to pay for the cartage of water, and 
damage was caused in having to remove palings to enable 
a cart to get to the rear of a cottage in order to bail the 
water to the tanks. The creation of a water supply will 
no doubt lead to a steam laundry and a soft drinks factory 
being established, as well as affording facilities for the con- 
struction of swimming baths. I am speaking also as sec- 
retary of the Blackheath Ratepayers and Citizens’ Associa- 
tion, which passed a resolution urging the council to push 
this matter forward with the utmost expedition. That 
association has 102 members. It is unanimously of opinion 
that the water supply should be installed. At the last 
council election the Ratepayers’ Association put forward a 
number of candidates who were all pledged to support the 
installation of a water supply. The water supply is an 
absolute necessity. The want of it is retarding progress 
because it prevents the owners of blocks of land from build- 
ing. Only the other day a client of mine who came from 
Manly, wanted to purchase 3 acres of land. 1 do not 
think she had been to Blackheath before. I showed her a 
block of land about 3 acres in extent which she liked very 
much. She asked me where was the water supply. When 
I informed her we had no water supply and that we hoped 
if was coming, she said she would wait till it came before 
she purchased the land. 


241, How long have you been living here?—Two years. 


242. Have you noticed considerable progress in that 
time in spite of the disadvantages under which the district 
labours /—A great deal of progress. 

243. Are you of opinion the progress would have been 
very much greater had a water supply been available !— 
Yes. 

244. Have you had experience of other districts in the 
mountains !—No, I came straight from England to Black- 
heath. 

245. You are of opinion that the only drawback to the 
district is the lack of a water supply /—Yes. 

246. Do you think there will be any difficulty with 
regard ‘to the rate which will have to be paid for the water 
supply.2—I do not think so. The other day I called for an 
estimate for the erection of a tank, and the amount asked 
was £11. The owner said she would rather pay double 
that amount to get a proper water supply than be bothered 
with tanks. 

247. Many people are not prepared to come here unless 
a water supply is guaranteed !—That is so. 

248. I suppose you are of opinion that this being a 
tourist and health district, you should not have to depend 
on luck so far as the supply of water is concerned ’— Yes. 


249. Mr. Cameron]: Have the values of land increased 
during the last two years !—Very much. 


250. You think the stability of land values is assured ? 
—Yes. 


Sydney; Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923, 
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AGENT-GENERAL FOR NEW SOUTH WALES IN LONDON. 


(REPORT OF THE PREMIER, Sir GEORGE FULLER, ON THE OFFICE OF) 


Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 18 December, 1923. 


REPORT OF THE PREMIER OF NEW SOUTH WALES (Sir GEORGE 
FULLER, K.C.M.G., M.L.A.), ON THE OFFICE OF THE AGENT- 
GENERAL FOR NEW SOUTH WALES IN LONDON. 


Premier’s Office, Sydney, 26 November, 1923. 
Wurte in London J thoroughly investigated the organisation and operations of the Agent-General’s 
office, and beg to submit the following report for the information of my colleagues :— 

The Agent-General’s office is the channel employed by the State Government in its communications 
with the Colonial Office. It makes purchases, on behalf of the various departments in Sydney, of goods 
required in Great Britain and Europe, and receives and despatches them to their destination. It negotiates 
loans, and watches for the appropriate time for placing them on the market, attends to the banking business 
in London, and makes payment for goods obtained in America, India, and other places, as well as in Great 
Britain; gives information concerning the State to all inquirers, especially to business men and intending 
emigrants, facilitates the movements of visitors from New South Wales, makes inquiries on behalf of public 
departments, reports on the sale of New South Wales produce and on the state of the markets, acts as the 
agent for the Government Savings Bank, the Public Trustee, the Master-in-Lunacy, and other departments, 
and attends to the hundred and one other things which arise from time to time inconnection with State affairs. 

Many of these activities come, of course, to the knowledge of the departments in Sydney, but the 
greater part do not. | 

For the orderly conduct of business the Agent-General’s Department is divided into three branches :— 

The General Office, 
The Commercial and Inquiry Department, 
The Inspecting Engineer’s Department. 

The General Office is managed by the Agent-General personally. It deals with all the business of 
the Department, except such as relates to commercial matters and inquiries arising therefrom. It attends 
to the whole of the correspondence of the agency, the accounts, indent matters, ordering of supplies for 
the departments in Sydney, the receipt of money from immigrants and for the New South Wales Government 
Savings Bank. Commercial inquiries are answered by that special department. All other inquiries are 
referred to the Agent-General or to the Acting Secretary, Mr. Ferguson. That the office is qualified to 
give information concerning New South Wales may be assumed from the fact that, besides the Agent- 
General, Messrs. Ferguson, Curtis, and Davidson and Miss Doyle, who recently joined the staff, are natives 
of the State. Sir Timothy Coghlan has an established reputation in London as an eminent authority not 
only on New South Wales but in regard to Australian affairs generally, and he is consulted by all manner 
of people who wish to obtain information about any part of Australia, its history, resources, finances, physical 
conditions, &c. Mr. Ferguson, the Acting Secretary, had before his appointment to London eighteen years’ 
public service in the Lands Department, Information Bureau, in the Tourist and Immigration Department 
and in the Publicity Department of the Irrigation Commission. Mr. Curtis, assistant commercial officer, 
was, before the war, on the staff of a Sydney shipping firm, and has an intimate knowledge of the State. 
Mr. Davidson was an officer of the Irrigation Commission, and Miss Doyle was a clerk in the Treasury 
Sydney. The Agent-General’s office is, therefore, well equipped to answer inquiries in relation to New 
South Wales, and I cannot trace any person who has sought information in the New South Wales office 
who has not been reasonably satisfied. Whether the strictures passed on Australia House are deserved 
or not, I have not made it my business to inquire, but they are not applicable to the New South Wales 
agency. 
General Office. —Pefaps the most obvious and continuous utility of the General Office is as a 
purchasing agency for all Departments in Sydney, but chiefly for the Railways, the Public Works Depart- 
ment, and the Stores Supply Committee. The volume of this work may be judged from the figures of the 
last completed financial year, although in some respects that year was below the average. In 1921-22, 269 
indents were received from Sydney for purchases to be made directly by the Agent-General. The placing 
of these orders involved the consideration of 850 tenders from manufacturers and others, several of the 
tenderers being sought outside Great Britain as a check on British quotations. In the same year 600 
separate shipments were made to Sydney, part being deliveries in respect of the indents received during 
the year, and part being deliveries of previous orders. These shipments totalled 4,600 tons, and were 
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valued at £219,000 before payment of Australian Customs duty. They were covered against sea risks 
by 300 insurance policies. Payment for these goods, including freight and insurance charges, was made 
by the General Office, which also in the year paid £197,000 for goods ordered direct by Sydney Departments 
and shipped without, as a rule, reference to the Agent-General. The invoices, in the latter case, accompanied 
by bills of lading, insurance policies, &c., are sent to the Agency by the shippers for checking and payment. 
The purchases by the Agent-General present a very great variety, and include structural iron and steel 
goods, electrical machinery and parts, machine and other tools, tin plates, miscellaneous hardware, cotton 
goods, hosiery, educational and other books, scientific instruments, paper and stationery of every kind, 
chemicals and drugs, glassware china, &c. The salaries and allowances of the two clerical officers, who are 
engaged exclusively on the indent work of the Agency, total £556 per annum, but the technical fees for 
inspection of goods are additional charges to be set against the work, together with a proportion of the 
general charges of the office. 

Payments for actual purchases are, however, only a fraction of the financial work carried out by the 
London office. Inthe years since the war, if loans and interest thereon and Treasury Bills be included, the 
average annual turnover has been £16,000,000; while, if all figures relating to the provision of money in London 
and interest on loans are excluded, the corresponding figure is £1,290,000. The raising of loans, the provision 
of interest thereon, and the flotation of Treasury Bills involves a great deal of work, most of which is borne 
by the Agent-General personally, not only when money is raised, but beforehand, in keeping a constant 
watch on the state of the banking account and estimating its condition months ahead, so that funds may be 
available for all purposes when required. Provision has now to be made for an annual payment of five 
and a quarter millions to holders of Government stock alone. = 

Apart from work connected with the provision of funds and with payments for purchases, the 
accountant and his assistants receive deposits from intending emigrants, and issue, in lieu, pass-books 
of the Government Savings Bank. Probably a majority of depositors do not call personally at the office, 
and correspondence has to be conducted by post. This work has increased considerably, and accounts 
are now being opened in London at the rate of over 1,000 a year, the fresh deposits totalling £61,500. Any 
development in immigration into New South Wales will produce a corresponding expansion in the Savings 
Bank business in London. The importance of providing every facility for the transfer of immigrants’ 
capital is manifest, and, moreover, part, at least of the amounts deposited become available for development 
works at a lower cost in interest than the State hds to pay in the London market. 

A minor, but increasing, function of the accountancy section is the payment to beneficiaries from 
estates under the control of the Public Trustee. During the past year the London Office paid out £60,000 
under this heading, the expenses incidental to the payments being included in the general costs of the 
Agency. Practically all the payments were made by post, after identification of the payee. 

The accountancy work is performed by a chartered accountant and two assistants at a cost in salaries 
and allowances equivalent to the existing charge made by the Government’s London bankers for keeping 
the current account of the Agency. . 

Related to the work of payments on behalf of the Government is the recovery of payments made 
in New South Wales on behalf of other Governments. These payments are mainly to pensioners who 
have made their homes in the State—i.e., Imperial ex-soldiers and civil pensioners of various Imperial 
Government Departments, of the South African Government, and of the various Crown Colonies. Other 
amounts collected by the General Office include annuities, rents, &c., due from Great Britain to various 
insane persons in New South Wales, this collection being incidental tothe management of their British estates. 

An important function of the General Office is to supply information to the various Departments 
in Sydney on other than purely commercial matters. Numerous English and forei gn periodicals, scientific, 
political and literary, the publications of British and other public departments, learned societies, professional 
associations, &¢., Acts of Parliament, &c., &c., are forwarded continuously to the Sydney Departments. 
In addition, literature is obtained on special subjects and inquiries on particular matters are made at the 
request of any Department in Sydney which may, from time to time, desire special information. Private 
individuals in the State occasionally seek similar information through the London Office, and in all proper 
cases every effort is made to supply it. 

A corresponding task of the General Office is to answer inquiries from public departments, institutions, 
societies and individuals regarding New South Wales, its social conditions, its legislation on special matters, 
its opportunities for employment in particular spheres. Year-books, bulletins, &c., are distributed to 
British and foreign public departments, libraries, &c., but there are daily requests for information not 
contained in those publications, and, of course, many people who have not access to them desire to know 
about subjects with which the publications deal. 

Inquirers of a somewhat different kind are those who desire to trace the Australian property of 
deceased relatives, or to trace particulars about the relatives themselves, whether actually deceased or 
out of touch with the home people. Lawyers seek information as to the practice of the Sydney Supreme 
Court or as to points of law dealing with special subjects; while only elemental legal queries are answered 
specifically the Acts are sought out in other cases and are made available for the inspection of the inquirer. 
Similar requests for information are continually received about the State Income Tax, either from actual 
taxpayers who desire to obtain refunds from the New South Wales or Imperial authorities, or from the 
executors of the estates of deceased taxpayers when the estates are being wound up. 

The help given by the Agent-General to the University of Sydney in the appointment of professors 
and lecturers is given through the General Office. At the request of the University in each case vacancies 
are advertised, and applications are received and summarised for submission to a Committee of which the 
Agent-General is invariabivy a chairman and executive officer. 

The General Office, too, seeks to give to visitors from New South Wales such assistance as is given 
by a consular office anywhere, viz., information regarding Great Britain and Europe, the care of corres 
pondence, &c. 

Commercial Branch.—¥or the past three years the Commercial Branch has been much occupied 
with the Yanco canned fruits, first in registering the brand throughout Europe, and then in disposing of 
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the products shipped to London. The pooling of the “ Ibis ” fruits with other Australian fruits will reduce 
the work under this heading, but considerable stocks still remain on hand, and difficult questions have 
arisen regarding past sales, so that for several months to come time will be occupied on this matter. 

Of more general interest than the disposal of “ Ibis ” fruits is the outlet for the products of the State 
as a whole. Numerous inquiries are constantly being made regarding openings in Europe for the main 
exports of New South Wales, and for other products the export of which is still to be developed, and from 
time to time reports which require much care and patient investigation are made to the Departments in 
Sydney, not only on the opportunities for particular commocities, but on the conditions of marketing, 
shipping reouirements, &c., &c. Inquiries regarding particular aspects of the question of export may be 
prolonged, anu call for continuous watching of their development over many months. 

In addition to inquiries made for Government Departments, information is frequently obtained for 
private firms and individuals in the State as to the possibilities of the English market for their manufactures, 
minerals, and other productions. When samples are received for introduction to likely purchasers, attention 
is given to the desires of the firms, &c., especially where the interests of the State as a whole are concerned. 
Analyses have been obtained for such New South Wales correspondents, and, generally, where the case is 
one in which the Agency should interest itself, every endeavour is made to be helpful. 

An important part of the work of the Commercial Branch is the supply of information to British 
and other European manufacturers and merchants regarding the possibilities of New South Wales as a 
market for a particular class of goods, the conditions of import and sale in the State, the company laws 
in operation, freight charges on the railways, the bona fides of firms, the wages in particular trades, the 
opportunities for the establishment of factories, the supply of labour and raw materials, and the probable 
local demand for particular manufactures. So far as the time of the Commercial Branch. will permit every 
possible consideration is given to these inquiries, many of which necessitate considerable research in Depart- 
mental Reports, Gazettes, &c. 

Publicity by the Commercial Branch takes three forms, one the issue of paragraphs to the various 
newspapers and press agencies, another the actual insertion of advertisements drawing attention to the 
resources and production of New South Wales, and a third the display of State products which takes into 
account seasonal demand, artistic and original arrangement, and suitability of place for the exhibit. 

There is little newspaper advertising by the Agent-General, such advertising being merely a means to 
an end, and that end being the recruiting of settlers, it comes more properly under the Commonwealth, to 
whom the business of migration has been transferred. 

It is a mistake to suppose that because there is no direct advertising Australia is unknown. There 
is a constant stream of would-be migrants passing through the Migration Office of the Commonwealth. 
These people come from every part of the country. Those who call at the New South Wales Office are 
attended to, but unless they have means to-‘migrate without assistance their applications can be dealt with 
only by the Commonwealth. The Agent-General complains that his State has no representation on the 
staff of the Migration Department, and inquirers with means have no proper opportunity of satistying 
themselves in regard to the opportunities offered by New South Wales. Both Western Australia and 
Victoria have special representation, and before I left London I made strong representations to the High 
Commissioner on this subject, which, I was given to understand, will be given effect in the near future, 
when the recently-concluded agreement with the British Government comes into practical operation. 

Among the many other activities of the Commercial Branch may be mentioned correspondence 
from New South Wales firms regarding representation in England, similar inquiries from European firms 
in respect of agents in New South Wales, migration matters not specially dealt with by the Commonwealth 
Migration Department, as in the case of immigrants who seek an opening for capital, conditions of land tenure 
and mining leases, tourist information, the placing of pupils in farm schools and in Hawkesbury Coliege. 

Inspecting Engineer —A considerable proportion of the orders placed by the various departments 
in Sydney, whether direct or through the Agent-General, involves an inspection of the goods before ship- 
ment, especially when the purchases are not proprietary articles. The Inspecting Engineer arranges for 
the inspection of such goods, not only in Great Britain, but on the Continent of Europe and in America, 
and is responsible that the quality is satisfactory and the goods in accordance with the specification. For 
goods which have to be inspected, the duty of the Engineer commences with the call for tenders, and includes 
the preparation of the documents describing the goods and the conditions of the tender. It ends with the 
certification of the invoice that the goods charged for are in accordance with the order, that they have been 
inspected and passed, and that the changes are correct. 

The duties of inspection, apart from their responsibility, entail considerable organisation, for the 
Government purchases are made everywhere, and inspection is carried dut at the place of manufacture, 
and must be arranged to avoid any possible delay in shipment. The Engineer, of course, employs other 
competent persons to make many of the inspections, as it would be physically impossible for him to do all 
the work personally. 

While the Engineer’s main service to the Government is to ensure that only what is required in New 
South Wales is shipped and paid for, he is also employed in a consultative capacity, and to make special 
reports where no actual indent is immediately involved. For example, he has been asked to report on the 
practicability of various engineering ideas, on the utility of numerous specialities in which one or other of 
the Sydney departments is interested, on the wages and conditions in certain trades, on prices of various 
articles. The assistance of a competent engineer has been necessary in all these cases, owing to the technical 
knowledge which is required for the investigation, and which could rot be expected in any clerical officer 
-on the Agent-General’s staff. 

Staff of the Agent-General’s Office —In regard to the staff of the Agent-General’s Office, I have arranged 
with Sir Timothy Coghlan a scheme of reorganisation which will provide for slight increases in salary to a 
few of the lower-paid members of the staff, some of them married men with families, while at the same time 
showing a reduction in the present year’s estimates of £1,291. , 

This reorganisation has been made possible by the retirement of the Secretary, Mr. T. G. White, 

_and of the Chief Clerk, Mr. Henry Gordon, the former having attained the age limit, and the latter having 
completely 
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completely broken down in health. The duties of these officers are to be performed, as an experiment, 
by two other officers, namely, Messrs. Ferguson and Molloy, respectively, at an allowance for the extra 
work performed. The position will be further reviewed at the end of twelve months. 

Portion of the salaries saved in the administrative branch of the office enable increases of salary to 
be recommended to the Public Service Board in the cases of the following low-salaried officials, the increases: 
being strongly recommended by the Agent-General :— 


Former Proposed * Tnerease 
Salary- Salary. per annum, 
£ £ 

Mr §, C. Holman nee out aes 225 250 25 
~ Eo Brande a aa ae 135 175 40 
2 ave Wellamaee se aa ane 135 180 45 
, »d. Beblarrison oh ze al 175 200 25 
» . T. Davidson es a a4 230 250 20 
Wo. White a. Ps he ae 130 175 45 
jj lots Aa, AUPE ee a re o on 250 325 aD 
» F.C. Williams rat a th 65 ; 80. 15 
Miss H. Squire... aie aa &: 145 150 7 
», H. Wootton = es a OF 110 19 
‘Total. ser £316 


The salaries now proposed are not more than adequate payment for the services rendered, and they- 
represent the minimum upon which the officers can clothe and maintain themselves in a manner befitting 
the official positions they occupy. 

In regard to living allowances, the Agent-General submitted to me figures which proved conclusively 
that the cost of living in London is still 75 per cent. over the pre-war standard, while the average living 
allowance paid to the staff is 30-2 per cent., the percentage being highest in regard to the lower salaries. 
A much higher scale of living allowance is in operation in the Commonwealth departments of Australia 
House, and a still higher scale is provided for under the Whitley scheme of bonus—as applied, for instance, 
to the entire personnel of the railways of Great Britain. Evidence was also given me that the salaries paid 
in the office of the New South Wales Agent-General were lower than is the case in the British Public 
Service, and with many of the British Local Authorities and private firms. 

Altcgether, I am of opinion that the staff are, for the most part, efficient officers. All are employed 
on useful work, and the scheme of reorganisation just completed goes as far in the direction of reduction. 
of staff and adjustment of salaries as it is advisable to proceed. Certainly, for the present, the living allow- 
ances must be maintained, and in this conclusion I have the support of the Public Service Board, which 
has collected material independently on this point. 

Simplification of Accounts System.—I am now in communication with the Treasury on the subject 
of simplifying the system of accounts, which appears to me to be unnecessarily expensive and cumbersome. 
If the new system be approved by the Treasury, and inaugurated, there will be a still further saving on next. 
year’s estimates. 

Publicity —It has been a long-standing complaint in Australia that our affairs have not received 
the publicity they deserve in the English Press, and that the only news which is featured through concerning 
the Commonwealth relates to droughts, floods, strikes, crimes, and political disturbances. For this belief 
there is a real basis of truth, but the English Press is not solely to blame, as it can only publish the Australian 
news which is supplied to it. Certain of the Australian correspondents of the London and Provincial Press 
give quite satisfactory service, while the news cabled by other correspondents is neither as comprehensive 
nor as explanatory as it should be. Replying to the complaints of Mr. Hughes, then Prime Minister of 
the Commonwealth, and by Mr. Massey, then Prime Minister of New Zealand, that the amount of space 
devoted by the British Press to Dominion affairs was comparatively insignificant, Zhe /inancier, one 
of the leading London newspapers, stated in its issue of 11th July, 1921 :— 

‘‘ That is perfectly true, but the remedy lies with the Dominions, States and Provinces of the Empire,. 
not with the British Press, for the whole secret of ineffective propaganda is their lack of enterprise 
here and their deplorable parsimony. 

“ Their official representatives in London are so crippled by the cheese-paring policy of their own 
Governments that they are quite unable to secure for their respective countries—however ardently 
they may desire it—the publicity which Dominion Prime Ministers admit is essential. 

‘“ British newspapers cannot be expected to incur the expense that adequate Empire publicity 
involves, and few, if any, could devote such space as The Financier has consistently given to Imperial 
affairs. 

‘Let Mr. Hughes, Mr. Massey, and other heads of oversea countries’ Governments, lay these facts 
to heart, and cease to expect much while conceding little or nothing.” 

To remedy this state of affairs, I took steps to establish, immediately after my coming into office 

-in 1922, an inexpensive arrangement for making New South Wales, its achievements, and its resources 
more widely and appreciatively known throughout Britain. At practically no‘ additional expense except. 
that of postage, I arranged for the Publicity Officer of my Department to circulate, through distributing 
agencies, items of news regarding the State to all newspapers in Great Britain, and these are published 
gratuitously by al! the leading London and Provincial newspapers. 

In connection with our proposals for the introduction of settlers of the right type to New South 
Wales, it may be necessary to extend this scheme by the appointment of an adequate Publicity Staff, but 
under present arrangements—agreed to at the Premier’s Conference held in 1921—the Commonwealth 
is charged with the duty of carrying out all immigration propaganda work, and it remains to be seen whether 
the special campaign which will be necessary can be conducted through the Commonwealth or whether 
the State will require to establish its own agency for this work. This is a subject upon which no opinion 
can be expressed until experience has shown whether the Commonwealth can do the work effectively. 

GEORGE W. FULLER, 
Premier. 


= 


[4d.] Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1924. 
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Board of Fire Commissioners of New South Wales, 
The Colonial Secretary, Sydney. 213 Castlereagh-street, Sydney, 28th March, 1923. 
Sir, 

In pursuance of section 19 (2) of the Fire Brigades Act, 1909, the Board of Fire Commissioners 
of New South Wales submits its report upon the operations of the Department under its control for the 
year 1922: being the Thirteenth Annual Report. 

The Board reports with regret the death of Alderman William Taylor, J.P., representative of the Board, 
Sydney and Suburban Municipal and Shire Councils, in February. Appreciation of the valued services 
rendered by Mr. Taylor upon successive Fire Boards from the year 1894 was recorded. Mr. Taylor’s 
death occurred whilst the triennial elections to the Board were in progcess. These resulted in the return Elections, 
of Alderman George James Baker, J.P., by the Councils of the Municipalities and Shires mentioned in 
Part I of Schedule One of the Fire Brigades Act, 1909, as amended ; the re-election of Alderman Edward 
Kaster Collins, J.P., by the Councils of the Municipalities and Shires enumerated in Part II of the said 
Schedule ; and of Mr. John Franklin Beswick, by the Volunteer Fire Brigades ; while Mr. Thomas Sidney 
Douglas, J.P., was elected unopposed by the Insurance Companies, in the stead of Mr. Henry Frederick 
Francis. 

An extraordinary vacancy occurred in December by the retirement of Mr. Collins pursuant. to Extraordinary 
section 10 of the Fire Brigades Act, he having ceased to hold office as an alderman of the Wagga Wagga Y*2"°- 
Municipality. Regulations governing the election to fill the vacancy were gazetted on the 22nd December, 
and provided for such to be held on the 27th February, 1923. 


Upon his appointment as Minister for Labour and Industry, the Honorable Ernest Henry Farrar, President. 
M.L.C., who had been President of the Board of Fire Commissioners of New South Wales since N ovember, ee ea 
1915, resigned that ottice. The Board, in recording its regret, expressed its appreciation of the fact that Farrar, M.L.C. 


the cause of the resignation was the assumption of the responsible duties of a Minister of the Crown. 


His Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, was pleased to appoint Appointment of 
Mr. Edward Burns Harkness, Under Secretary, Chief Secretary’s Department, as President, vide Hoe 
Government Gazette of 12th May, 1922. 

Mr. Frank Jackson was appointed Chief Officer of Fire Brigades as on and from the Ist J anuary, Chief Officer. 
1922, as notified in the Government Gazette of 10th February, vice Mr. N. G. Sparks retired, as recorded rds 0 
in last report. : Jackson. 


The Estimates of Expenditure, as indicated in Appendix IT, in respect of the various Fire Districts Estimates of 
of the State, for the year 1922 amounted to £220,935. The Sydney Fire District was responsible for Expenditure. 
£161,937 of this sum, the Narrabeen and Fairfield Fire Districts £237 and £240 respectively, and the 
Country Fire Districts, unitedly, £58,521. 

The estimates for the year 1923, which were adopted in November, 1922, amounted to £236,811, 
an increase compared with the previous year of £15,876. The estimate for the Sydney Fire District. is 
£174,459, for the Narrabeen District £270, and for the Fairfield District £312; those for the Country 
Districts total £61,770. Of the increase mentioned, £12,522 is in respect of the Sydney Fire District, due 
to provision being made for additional motor fire appliances, fire alarms, and improvements to fire stations, 
and for the replacement by the latest type procurable of the set of 85 ft. ladders which, as reported later, 
collapsed during the progress of a fire in August. Narrabeen and Fairfield Districts are respectively £33 
and £72 higher, and the Country Districts, unitedly, £3,249. With regard to the last mentioned, the 
estimates in forty-three districts are similar in amount for both years, in seven lower for 1923, and in 
thirty-three higher. The advance in respect of these was mainly due to the provision made for protection 
of the additional area of the Bulli Fire District, for improvements to the accommodation at fire stations, 
and for motor equipment, 


#10703. “osl_k | The 


Returns. 


Municipalities 
and Shires. 


Sydney Fire 
District. 


Insurance 
Companies and 
Firms. 


Fire Districts. 


Additions and 
Alterations, 
Coraki. 


Bulli. 


Murwillumbah, 
Taree. 


Increase in 


Statutory Limit. 


Moree. 


Fire Stations ~ 
and Sites. 
Sydney Fire 
District, 
Gordon. . 
Hornsby. 


Rockdale. 


Kensington, 
Surry Hills. 


Country Fire 
Districts. 
Quirindi. 
Young. | 


Tumut. 
Armidale, 


Kempsey. 
Adamstown. 


Graf ton. 
Katoomba. 


Boolaroo. 
Cooma. 


Wellington. 
Bulli. 
Thirroul. 
Hamilton.’ 


Port Kembla. 
Real Property 
applications. 


George-st. West. 


Lidcombe. 


Balmain, 
Corowa. 
Waterloo. 


Leases. 
Eastwood, 
Fairfield, 
Gordon. 
Hornsby. 
Molong. 
Wellington. 
Wentworthville. 
Freshwater. 
Taree, 


1246 


2 


The returns of assessed annual value of all ratable property in the Sydney Fire District furnished 


in 1922 by the fifty-two Municipal and Shire Councils which contributed in respect of that district, 
totalled £16,896,011, an increase of £962,231 over the previous year’s figures, the contribution by the 
Councils for 1923 of £58,153 being equivalent to 6s. 10d. per £100 of the assessment. The area of the 
district is 258°345 squara miles. 
the Board of Fire Commissioners—the assessment of the annual value returned was £6,291,988, the 
contribution £21,624, and the percentage 6s, 10d. The area was 152-605 square miles. 


It may be mentioned that for 1910 —the first year of the operations of 


In respect of the various fire districts, one hundred and eleyen (111) insurance companies, fifty- 


three (53) firms, and sixty-eight (68) private persons contributed during the year. -In the Sydney Fire 
District the contributions represented 5:54 per £100 of premiums, while in the remaining fire districts 
the percentages ranged from 1:72 to 14-73, 


Upon the recommendation of the Board, and at the request of the Municipal Council of Coraki, the 


provisions of the Fire Brigades Act, 1909 (as amended), were applied, wide notification in the Government 
Gazette of 3rd February, to the whole of the Municipality, in lieu of that part described in the proclamation 
published in Government Gazette of 28th October, 1920, creating the Coraki Fire District. By proclama- 
tion published in Government Gazette No. 160, of the 17th November, 1922, the provisions of the Act were 
extended to portion of the Shire of Bulli therein described, in lieu of that part of the Shire to which 
the Act had been previously applied. The townships of Austinmer and Thirroul thus came under 
the jurisdiction of the Board, and the name of the Fire District was accordingly altered from ‘ Bulli- 
Woonona” to the “* Bulli” Fire District. The action taken was at the instance of the Shire Council. 


By notifications under the provisions of the Local Government Act, in Government Gazettes of 6th 


January, 1922, and 17th February, 1922, respectively, the boundaries of the Tweed Shire and of the 
Municipality of Murwillumbah, and of the Manning Shire and the Municipality of Taree, were altered in 
both cases by taking part of the shire and adding it to the municipality. The reconstitution of the two 
municipalities, the names of which are mentioned in Part II of Schedule One of the Fire Brigades Act, 
necessitated the re-application of that Act as amended, which was effected vide proclamations in the 
Gazettes of 24th February and 7th April. By other notifications under the Local Government Act, parts 
of municipalities under the Board’s jurisdiction, viz., Hurstville, Penrith, and Tamworth, were taken and 
added in each case to shires not under the jurisdiction of the Board. No action under the Fire Brigades 
Act in these cases was necessary. The boundaries of the Municipalities of Burwood and Concord, 
Granville and Parramatta, and Bexley and Rockdale, were also altered; but as the whole of each 
municipality was included in the Sydney Fire District, that district was not affected. The number of fire 
districts remained unaltered at eighty-six. 


The consent of the Minister was accorded to the request of the Moree Municipal Council in terms 


of section 34 (1) of the Act for the statutory limit of one-fourth of a penny in the pound on the 
unimproved capital value of ratable land within the fire district being exceeded, so as to enable provision 
to be made for motor equipment at the local station. 


Alterations and improvements were effected to a number of stations in the Sydney Fire District. 


The leased premises at Gordon used as a Fire Station were acquired for £1,150. At Hornsby, ten (10) 
feet additional frontage to the new site was purchased. 


After reconsideration, the property in Rocky Point road, Rockdale, mentioned in last report, was 


At Quirindi, upon the site dedicated for the purpose, the erection of a new fire station was 


opened in November. 


commenced, the contract price being £1,238. Suitable alterations at a cost of £201 were effected to the 
premises in Lynch-street, Young, bought during the previous year. The fire appliances were transferred 
in August from the old building, which was disposed of for £67, and the lease of the site, which 
was the property of the Railway Commissicners, terminated. The new stations at Tumut and 
Armidale, referred to in last report, were satisfactorily completed and officially opened in January and 
October respectively. The sale of the old building at Armidale realised £50. A new station was opened 
at Kempsey in October, having been completed by contract at a cost of £1,313. The vacated station, 
which was upon land under the control of the Municipal Council, was sold for £80. At Adamstown a 
new station was provided for £1,272 upon the site of the old building in Narara-road, and officially 
Plans were prepared for additions to the Grafton and Katoomba Fire Stations, to 
provide accommodation for the officers in charge. 


The sale of the old Boolaroo station to the Department of Education was finalised. Approval was 


given to the purchase of a site at Cooma, having a frontage of 70 ft. 5 in. to Massie-street by a depth of 
100 feet along Soho-street, for £95, in lieu of the site previously selected in Soho-street, and to which the 
vendor could not establish a satisfactory title. 


A new site for a fire station at Wellington was selected in Warne-street, and action taken for its 


acquisition. Owing to the present site at Woonona being required by the Council and the necessity for 
the provision of a fire station at Thirroul to protect the newly incorporated area, steps were taken to 
secure two suitable sites in the Balli Fire District. Efforts were also made at Hamilton to secure land 
for the erection of the proposed new station; and negotiations entered into for the purchase of a 
property in Wentworth-road, Port Kembla. 


Certificates of Title under the Real Property Act were not received in respect of the George-street 


West and Lidcombe Fire Station properties, for which applications were made as mentioned in last report, 
but are expected to issue shortly. 
properties ; while one certificate of title was received to the Waterloo Fire Station site in lieu of the three 
which previously existed, and which were obtained under the resumption of the allotments comprising that 


Similar applications were made in respect of the Balmain and Corowa 


The following leases were renewed :—Eastwood (for two years), Fairfield (one year), Gordon 


(two years), Hornsby (two years), Molong (three years), Wellington (one year), and Wentworthville (one 


year). Approval for the renewal of the tenancies of the Freshwater and Taree Fire Stations for short 
periods was given. 


The 


if 


sold at public auction for £575. The Board after carefully reviewing vacant fire brigade sites, obtained 
Executive Council approval for the sale of those at Kensington and Surry Hills, and for the proceeds to 
be utilised in the erection of and additions to stations in the Sydney Fire District. 
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‘The number of fire-calls recorded in the A Division (which embraces the Sydney, Fairfield, and '°s- 


Narrabeen Fire Districts) was 2,070. Of this number, false alarms were responsible for 291, chimney fires 
26, and other fires 1,753. The most notable fires were those at the premises of Grace Bros’. furniture 
repository, Glebe ; F. Lassetter, Ltd., general merchants, City ; Wade’s Cornflour Co., Camperdown ; F. H. 
Booth, printers, City; Adams’ Cafe, hotel and cafe, City ; Morris Bros., manufacturing confectioners, 
Petersham ; Dymock’s Buildings, City ; Dalwood Chambers, City ; and Gratton Bond, City. 

The number of calls constituted a record, the previous highest being that for the year 1918, when 
1,792 were registered. 

The alarms to fires in the various Country Fire Districts totalled 820. 

In the Sydney Fire District four additional street telephone fire alarms were installed, at Fire Alarms. 
Bankstown (one), Bexley (two), and Lane Cove (one), making a total of 511. This number is exclusive 
of thirty-one special alarms. 

Eleven (11) mechanical five alarms were erected at Broken Hill, and one telephone fire alarm at 
Boolaroo, and one at Waratah ; making the total number in the Country Fire Districts 300. ih 

In addition to the alarms before mentioned, there are connected to the various stations in the 

metropolitan area, 161 Grinnell sprinkler installations in the premises of 98 firms—9 of the Kirkby system, 
1 of the Vigilant, 1 of the Eclipse, and 44 of the May-Oatway type ; as well as 186 private fire alarms. 
Five sprinkler installations in the premises of three firms, and one May-Oatway type, are connected to the 
Newcastle Fire Station ; while 111 private fire alarms provide communication with fire stations in the 
country. 

‘In connection with the undergrounding of telephone lines, 19 additional fire alarm pillars were 
erected at City (1), Alexandria (1), Casino (1), Newcastle (7), North Sydney (1), Randwick (1), Redfern 
(2), Waterloo (1), Waverley (1), and West Maitland (3); making in all 128; 110 being in the Sydney. 

Fire District and 18 in the Country. 

Tt is regretted that thefts of parts of fire. alarms and tampering with instruments continued. ee aaa 
Further measures of precaution were undertaken ; and the Department of Education was invited to Instruments 
consent tu the scholars of metropolitan schools being addressed upon the subject by Fire Brigade officers, "4 Parts. 
The districts affected include the City of Sydney, Arncliffe, Banksia, Bankstown, Bexley, Broken Hill, 
Drummoyne, Granville, Hurstville, Kogarah, Marrickville, Miller’s Point, Neutral Bay, North Sydney, 
Paddington, Penshurst, Petersham, Randwick, Rozelle, Stanmore, Surry Hills, Tempe, and Ultimo. 
Prosecutions for theft were successfully made at Penshurst and Broken FIill, and a conviction obtained at 
Rockdale for maliciously raising a false alarm of fire. 

The installation of electric light at the uew fire stations at Adamstown, Armidale, Kempsey, and Installations of 
Tumut, and at the existing stations at Crow’s Nest, Enfield, Hunter’s Hill, Lambton, Ryde, Waratah, Met's sh 
Willoughby, Wollongong, and Woollahra, was carried out by the Electrical Department. 

Four men were added to the permanent staff of the Sydney Fire District, making the authorised Brigade 
strength 315. Fifty-two permanent officers and men were stationed in Country Fire Districts, being two 
less than the previous year, The permanent man from the Penrith Fire District and one from West 
Maitland were withdrawn, as the revenue of these districts was insufficient for their maintenance. 

Following upon the appointment of Deputy Chief Officer Jackson as Chief Officer as on and from 
the Ist January, and the retirement in the early part of the year of Third Officer J. F. Ford and District 
Officer T. G. Cutts, Fourth Officer John Graham was promoted to the position of Deputy Chief Officer, 
Inspector T. Nance and Divisional Officer J. M. Lamborne to Third and Fourth Officers respectively, and 
District Officers H. Skelton and 8. H. Lister to Divisional Inspectors. In June, Mr. Lamborne having 
been appointed Chief Officer of Fire Brigades, Western Australia, and resigned the service, Mr. Skelton 
was made Fourth Officer, District Officer C. G. Digby raised to the rank of Divisional Inspector, and 
Station Officers F. A. Tuck, J. Sorlie, and G. Grimmond to that of District Officer. 

A Volunteer Fire Brigade was established at the beginning of the year at Tweed Heads, and New Brigade. 
equipped with a horse-drawn turbine and necessary gear, the staff consisting of a captain and nine Teed Heads. 
partially-paid firemen. 

The retaining fees of the Boolaroo, Wallsend, and West Wallsend Brigades were increased as from Retaining tees, 
the Ist January, 1922, whilst approval was given for those of the volunteer fire brigades at Goulburn and 
Wagga Wagga to be increased as from the Ist January, 19258. 

The death of Third-class Fireman William Hamilton Brown, owing to the collapse of the 85 ft. Deaths 
electric turntable fire-ladder on the 27th August, 1922, at a fire at Adams’ Cafe, George-street, Sydney, is 
recorded with regret. ‘The deceased had served during the Great War with the Australian Imperial 
Forces, and entered the fire service after his return. The City Coroner held an inquiry, and returned 
a verdict of accidental death. 

First-class Fireman Nicholas George Travers died at Sydney Hospital in September as the result of 
injuries received by falling down the pole-hole at the Circular Quay Fire Station. The finding of the 
City Coroner .was that Fireman Travers met with the accident, probably, while walking in his sleep. 
First-class Fireman Arthur ‘Tuck, Officer-in-charge of the Wagga Wagga Brigade, was fatally injured by an 
accident which occurred whilst on leave. The deaths of Volunteer Firemen G. B. Arnold (Temora) and 
J. Snipe (Wickham) also occurred during the year. The latter had been a volunteer fireman from 1882. 

There are now eighty-two members in the service who are contributors in respect of pensions under superannuation, 
the provisions of the Superannuation Act, 1916, as amended. Three, by reason of their having attained 
the age of 60 years, ceased during the year to contribute. They were Fourth Officer H. Skelton, 
Station-ofticer H. Dawes, and A. Dickinson, of the Workshops Staff. 

Under the provisions of the Superannuation Act, Third Officer J. F. Ford was retired from the 

service as from the Ist March. Mr. Ford joined the service on the Ist August, 1884, and during his 
thirty-seven years’ service passed through the various ranks, attaining that of Third Officer in July, 1919. 
The pension under the Act of £104 per annum was augmented by £146 per annum by the Board. 
District Officer T. G. Cutts was retired as from the 3lst March after thirty-four years’ service. ‘Ihe 
pension of £104 per annum was increased to £156 per annum by the Board. Ex-Special Service Fireman 
C.G, T. Howell, who retired in 1921, and was in receipt of a pension of £78 per annum, died on the lst 
October, The son of the late District Officer Corkill reached the age of 16 years in January, and the 
payment to the widow in respect of him ceased accordingly 
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‘The liability of the Board under the Workmen’s Compensation Act was again covered by insut'ance, 

Long-service Medals were awarded to Special-Service Fireman A. Gibbs, First-Class Firemen G. FE. 
Justice, J. Malvern, 8. V. Spring, D. Teston,and E. J. Walsh. <A bar to that distinction was granted 
to Fourth Officer H. Skelton, who had completed thirty years’ service in the brigade. 

The Long-service Medal for members of Volunteer Fire Brigades was awarded to Captains 
J. Manifold (Hay), and H. W. Bernard (Gladesville) ; and Partially-paid Firemen F. Luck (St. Peters), 
E. J. Garfield (St. Peters), W. R. Holden (Kiama), J. Logan (Berry), A. W. Simpson (Parkes), and R. J. 
Simpson (Ballina). 

For the Sydney Fire District, three (3) additional 60 horse-power Dennis Motor Fire Engines, 
having a pumping capacity of 500 to 600 gallons per minute, were ordered, and delivery is expected early 
in 1923. Trials of light types of motor pumping engines were carried out ; and the Board is pleased t» 
report that a successful combination has been evolved. The pump, which is imported, is positive in 
action, and is most suited for districts without water reticulation. An order was accordingly placed for 
six chassis and pumps. 

Light engines were installed at Bankstown and at Auburn ; and the temporary motor hose-carriages 
at Chatswood and Hurstville converted into pumping appliances. The motor hose-carriage at Katoomba 
was withdrawn and replaced by a pumping appliance. 

Horse-drawn turbine fire engines were provided at Tweed Heads and Ballina; while that at 
New Lambton was withdrawn. 

Two 85-feet Petrol Electric Turntable Ladders were ordered from Tilling-Stevens Motors Limited, 
of London, through the local agents, Guthridge Limited, of Sydney. It is intended to instal one of these 
appliances at Newcastle and one at Sydney. 

Under the provisions of the Hight Hour Amendment Act, 1922, variations were made to several 
Awards in the Arbitration Court, whereby the ordinary working hours were changed from 44 hours per 
week to 48 per week. Accordingly the previous practice of the hours being worked in six days was 
re-applied to members of the Board’s staft affected. 

A quantity of old gear and materials was sold by public tender and satisfactory prices obtained, 

Orders were placed with Messrs. McGregor and Company, Dundee, Scotland, and Tylors (Water 
and Sanitary) Limited, Sydney, agents for F. Reddaway and Company, Limited, of Manchester, England, 
for the supply of 5,000 feet of 24 inch unlined hose, and 3,000 feet of 2? inch rubber-lined hose, by 
each firm. 

The efficiency of the Clothing Factory has been maintained ; and the manufacture of uniform 
boots, which was undertaken at the end of 1921, also proved successful. 

The constitution of all Wages Boards under the Industrial Arbitration Act expired on the 21st 
February. Mr. Thomas Sidney Douglas was nominated by the Board of Fire Commissioners as its repre- 
sentative ; and by notice in the Government Gazette, of the 24th idem, his appointment was notified as 
employer’s member on the Fire Brigade Employees’ Board, and Mr. 8. A. Spence as employees’ member. 

Upcen the application of the Board, the Fire Brigade Employees’ (State) Award was varied by a 
reduction of 7s. a week in wages—by His Honor Judge Rolin—in accordance with the declarations of the 
New South Wales Board of ‘Trade of October, 1921, and May, 1922; which reduced the living wage of 
£4 5s. per week to £4 2s, and £3 18s. per week, respectively. The variation was published in 
Grovernment Gazette No. 126, of the 25th August, 1922. The Assessors were Mr. T. S. Douglas, for the 
Board ; and Mr, L. C. Hurley, for the Union. The declaration by the Board of Trade in October, 1922, 
did not alter the previous judgment of £3 18s. 

The Award expired in June, and the Union—in August—notified the Board that an application 
was being made for a new Award in accordance with the Log of Claims submitted, but the matter was 
not concluded by the end of the year, 

The Broken Hill branch of the Fire Brigade Employees’ Union also submitted a Log of Claims, but 
consideration was deferred until the application previously mentioned was dealt with. 

In consequence of the Board of Trade judgment a variation of the Industrial Agreement between 
the Board and the Australian Clerical Association covering the Clerical Staff was mutually arranged and 
registered, vide Industrial Gazette, vol. 22, p. 315. 

The regulations under the Theatres and Public Halls Act, 1908, were repealed, and new regulations 
published in supplementary Government Gazette, No. 153, of the 28th October, 1922. 

Visits of inspection were made to Fire Stations in various districts in the city and country where 
necessary, 

Negotiations were entered into with the Australian Mutual Provident Society for an additional 
loan of £35,000, in order to provide for the increasing need of fire appliances and fire stations. 

The Senior Inspector of Public Accounts from the Department of Audit carried out an examination 
of the books of the Board, and reported that the acquittances were in good order, and that the books and 
accounts were found to be well and satisfactorily kept. ‘Che Board’s auditors, Messrs. J. Robertson, Crane, 
and Gibbons, reported favourably upon the balance-sheet for the year, and the manner in which the books 
were kept. 

The Board, in conclusion, expresses its appreciation of the co-operation of the Police Department, 
the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, and the Sydney Harbour Trust. 

Attention is invited to the report of the Chief Officer of Fire Brigades, and other appendices, 

We have, &c., 
E. B. HARKNESS, Presipent, 
G. J. BAKER, 
J. F. BESWICK, 
I. CULLEN, 
T, 8S. DOUGLAS, 


Members of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners of 
New South Wales, - 


APPENDIX 


APPENDIX I, 


Srarement of Revenue and Expenditure for Year ended 31st December, 1922. 
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Volunteers) Payments: COM. sci ss<cieieicceiceces 0a 13,918 4 0 
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Bgitipment,) Ohare lors ces ciasisciiaeleectterstersirens 2 14,868 5 5 
Property FS) AGC DONE CcpCeood Dern: 14,220 2 3 
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£239;705 10° 7 £239,705 10 7 
Administration Account for Twelve Months ended 3lst December, 1922. 
1922, ara dale ¢ deat 1922, & ad, £ s. d, 
PEG SI AMONG, PCOS) Cals sees cf sierterss sadelee nie ese 105 0 0 | Dec, 31—By Balance from 19210 2... cs ces einen eas Mivapen ae 1,719 10 2 
MOBY ECCI cS ciel sca she evr alos nimiaretns sore ota 600 0 0 ;, Cost of Administration as per Estimates, 
IVER GUNG Estoy oinisierarevnele sieiertese ercioheicus's 57 10 10 | 1922— 
Guarantee Premiums .......°.......- 1818 9 | A Division, 3 percent. ........ 4,747 16 4 
Interest and Exchange................ 22215 9 | ‘Baer. if fy ll RS Oita A e 1020 8 
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== Heh Ae 
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£10,295 16 2 £10,295 16 2 
‘ Balance-sheet as at 3lst December, 1922 
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Revenue and Expenditure Account LGM ler ale care bake Raster adcantete 15,585 13 8 19,647 7 7 
PCAWTUESUL AL LODM. Gotce RRA erro otion On Sen ee) rahe etanie oaieaie ee 99110 4 Plan GeACGOuUiy sess arejcvercl asveistetaine sieiciaredsd cls eels tet Latent 1,165 9 6 
Bettya@osh—secretary caauemace st an ueices sn. ote 10 0 0 
Brigaclestssisclgs trash c wetvemaet nace 154 0 0 2 
, f 164 0 0 
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, Ltd.— 
Contractors’ Deposit Trust Account........ 9 ...... ‘ 6911 6 
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, Ltd.— 
Superannuation ALETUSbLACCOUN bl) mriier nice oman Lie eter 24110 8 
Commercial Banking Company of Sy dney, Ltd, stetete Saher L2670 452 
£331,388 8 4 £331,388 8 4 


We certify that we have examined and audited the books and vouchers of the Board of Fire Commissioners of New South 
Wales, and that the Revenue Account and Balance-sheet correctly set forth the position of the Board at the 31st December, 1922, 


as disclosed by the books. 


(Sgc 


Sydney, 9th January, 1923. 


y.) 


ROBERTSON, CRANE, AND GIBBONS, F.C.P.A., 
Public Acco 


untants. 


APPENDIX II, 


Government, and one-t 


Fire District. Total. 
£ 8: 
1. Albury Municipality ...c...ccsussseuercenes 1,092 0 
2. Armidale AC. lane doatade Sossoeritnienicy so 945 0 
3. Ballina et events sete sweaatiaienionsatien aE iy 4] 
4. Balranald 55 Genet eataa sitet 165 0 
5. Bathurst Pele 5p copesustenitiee chwomt te moates 984 0 
6. Bega 3 Vast piled eee Sec haeeePhGenceee 294 0 
Te Berry. ay oe Maouh scre-armipiiefearrreeet 102 0 
8. Blayney Sy TLE Sues leceergaetere Safes 273 (0 
9. Boolaroo Township, in Lake Macquarie Shire 297 0 
10. Bourke Muanicipaliby -votaacsu es wiswennenoh 135 0 
11. Bowral opal cc dads a diobagaiisouen. 225 0 
12. Braidwood Ap Re Leh itienreescn ee es 171. 0 
13. Broken Hill Wen a a on 7,224 0 
14. Bulli-Woonona-—Bulli Shire (The part de- 
scribed in Government Gazette, 18 Oct., 
UQUS) on conbiic tue caesodecten toeem are cee eee etic 270. 0 
15. Camden IMENUAICIPALATIY: Ro) cclewn-w anrelaie seems 243 0 
16. Campbelltown Spee (PM Lumareeehenetobacerees 231 0 
17. Casino Be eee mne Pinte smelters sees his 189 4 
18. Cessnock — 
Cessnock Township 7) 
Aberdare Urban Area (for- | in Cessnock 975 0 
merly known as the; Shire. 
Township of Aberdare) J 
19. Cobar Municipality an. i svecenlecnscde ons 123 


1250 


6 


APPENDIX II,—Esrimave of Expenditure for the Year 1922. 


One-third payable by the 


20. Cofi’s Harbour Town, in Dorrigo Shire (and 

the additional area gazetted 3 Jan.,1912) 387 
21. Condobolin Municipality .............. eaeeee lest 222 
22. Cooma et (The part described 

in Government Gazette, 9 Nov., 1917)... 282 
23, Coonamble Municipality ..... .....s.e0cs.sscons 255 
24. Cootamundra Sp Ris lenaore tees esate 495 
25. Coraki Municipality (The part described in 

Covernment Gazette, 29 October, 1920) 348 
26. Corowa Monmicipalitiviaee-saseecce stearate 471 
27. Cowra £3. 1 aL” wee sta natn gnteeemaeen 273 
28. Deniliquin pit ie - Gobahertenncer oeneherte 186 
29. Dubbo Fo ome wba Necfouistnes doe & aeaeattae ei 510 
30. Fairfield Municipality (The part described 


in Government Gazette, 4 November, 1921) 240 


31; Borbes Municipalitys pis: cccccunseooeupeasceneeeees 321 

32. Gilgandra—The Gilgandra Urban Area, in 
Galgandra Shire. Jcciscsen> wetee sunigeues sat 243 
33.; Glen Innes Municipality, i aseccessscsaseseoscar 879 
34. Goulburn BE a UR iat eacurocee ie. cats 1,110 
35. Grafton a5 Lo) cohen aeiseioss <= erteeaewe 1,032 
36. Grenfell Be Mi) siesimadte te neeachies cones 162 
37. Gunnedah 9 Hee OR cen cement ame etee 345 
38. Hay Bh.) eaaie Sancceau tanec 330 
39. Inverell Sy | iN esiceessoneceeceeus eons 1,023 
40. Junee Pie bastante seasuntincnaattess 309 
41. Katoomba ST avast aaeoeeeaeiies 1,233 
42, Kempsey Re Been ersten i atiiciod 417 
43. Kiama he BDU atendeuee cae 240 

44, Kurri Kurri— 

Kurri Kurri Township ) . C —_ 

AT ELOn “ os 
Abermain a Shire. + 696 

Tarro Shire (the part described in | 

Government Gazette, 17 Nov., 1915) J 
45, Lismore Municipality a. .ncsscs ences Sodeodc 1,380 
46. Lithgow he ee Hae BEL nccaaod 1,068 


. Liverpool .3 795 
. Maitland— 


eee ee ee er ee a 


Maitland, East ,, 

Maitharicl, Wiest. 1a tee eta) ues occ nent | 

The Township of Lorn, in BolwarraShire } 2,373 

Cessnock Shire (the part described in | 
Government Gazette, 20 Oct., 1915) J 


49. Mittagong Munioipality .............0:.s0000+0s 330 
50. Molong aot, oA ceaaates sen conan eine 201 
51. Moree ge | a hacauaavasentaladitesteenae 336 
52. Morpeth PLUG ah not nbccer roo eacno ec 117 
53. Moss Vale 53...) cxgabicaalsegmeaeeeierae cen 207 
64, Mudgee «5. Wises se pcb eon ee 339 
bo. Murwillumbah) 55° 0 heer mes 402 
56. Muswellbrook Aare, wim Pyarh tions aaa ee aia 255 
57. Narrabeen—The Shire of Warringah. (The 

part described in Government Gazette, 17 

Deb, ROD)“: det elecantnn ee eee eae 237 
58. Narrandera Municipality ..,........cccs00. eseess 189 
59. Narrabri dvi) Val javenkedoaddeedarsaneane 345 
60. Newcastle— 

The City of Newcastle «0. ....c.cesecoeoves > 

Adamstown Municipality ...............00. | 

Carrington ieee face poo ec 

‘Hamilton Pale Fo Cessne ee ee | 

Lambton te Seer re 

Lambton, IN6 wis: ameumeennrer ere. eee ee f izer) 

Merewether girsy ae ee os teers | 

Stockton eee.) aoateemasceoradade 

Waratah 1p Se ages ava tatrercimeeren | 

Wickham Ps” deel adtoneseeircnin J 
61. Nowra 53 ee EL aise daeereedeacceine 246 
62. Orange Ap eases ise ee wacen 5 918 
63, Parkes rs Gv nei tenrtisetd BP et 
64, Penrith 5 ABORER ie oc Eaoae 44] 
65, Port Kembla Townshipin the Municipality of 

Central Illawarra (asdescribed in Govern- 
ment Gazette, 16 Nov., 1917) seccccoeves 204 

66, Queanbeyan Municipality ......::ccceserceseeenss 222 


oocoooocoqcoocuUcuc oo ooooo ee ilee ie) (Sie o 


coo 


ooooococeo]3o 


ooo 


ooco 


0 
0 


Municipal or Shire Councils interested in the respective Fire Districts, 
hird by the Fire Insurance Companies insuring property 


oo°0o 


ooooocococqocoeooo Oo Ooo Cc @ ooo oO 


aoe 


ocoocoocooo 


ooce 


oo°oo 


o@® 


fom 
ooooocoooqoc”eoco: 


within such Districts. 


Fire District. Total. 
Lie Sas 
| 67. Quirindi Municipality — ..........csee ceeeeeees eA aed) 
68, Singleton SE Ci pre Seven 1s Ey 288 0 © 
69. South Grafton 5) gk hiGeanainegt's ceuinatWenane PATE Uh a 
70. Sydney— 
The City of Sydney —— .\.civewnenscsnnnne ) 
Alexandria Municipality .........secscses | 
Annandale AY) L.~.  peabaeapoogoanoorsas 
Ashfield OSE ate eee se store Rae ctor 
Auburn pee Sk eeedhommca anno noon. 
Balmain Pe Roan Paeh an cons ebicwis cemetett 
Bankstown ae (vide Government 
Gazettes, 17 Oct., 1919, and 21 
Nov., 1919). | 
Bexley Municipality .......scccsesscseres 
Botany Spf A Besnatopettecne acces 
Burwood BOO ee eek ik seseocatass onlay 
Canterbury oo Mee rsa css sonteee a 
Concord Pra he Some Rare mca 
Darlington af en)? Sabana haveenniccise antes 
Prummoyne, (2, 5 eres. eee 
Dundas An (the part de- 
scribed in Government Gazette, aa 
Nov., 1918). 
Kastwood Municipality (the part de- 
scribed in Government Gazette, 12 
Nov., 1918). 
‘ Enfield Municipality \5..2...s...++:.+-«s+8 
Brskineville > 5. i .ccass ssantetes eters | 
Glebe, The SA ani AOE ORANG Tanoanse 
Granville Sy) Riesnaesimanieere | 
Homebush Ss oa od Sekneoneuvalnvean toe 
Hunter's Hill, 57° Sarensctosecesanes 
| Hurstville Te) 1" casavoca aeenas weame ee | 
Kogarah aS heel cae: Ao aodcdbbdaddasy 
Lane Cove 53 Santee Bapedonjonres ds i 
Leichhardt SEL) Wee ares ce cectneniarstaartes 
Lidcombe gg oe VL Bat ivi aiasteb bales 
Manly sat 0S buen bane teguileresteiners 
Marrickville: Wj Gass senccemenosvon sine : 
Mascot APRA AL Pec advarneas re es) + 161,987 0 0 
Mosman 4 Wlanaatunen sawn euet 
Newtown Bren a Rec siitdouno saad. «ie | 
North Sydney ,, 9 sssssevescsneesseness 
Paddington Re Me Sracnocddtocaddocnee 
Parramatta 55. & ARNG SReEB waged 
Petersham sg. Leh ekanestetemehee denne 
Prospect and Sherwood Municipality 
(a) (The part described in Glovern- 
ment Gazette, 2 Nov., 1917). (b) 
(The additional part described in 
Government Gazette, 7 Nov., 1919). | 
Randwick Municipality........,...c08.se0 H 
Redfern 55 Reap atlanta aS | 
Rockdale 59 aateege Vemma EWE eanG 
Ryde 55, Weise wae Rhone Acct rence 
St. Peters 5)” (oben dgtete ee suena 
Strathfield se ae eateeue es Bosna 
Vaucluse A a macemnsnspocoacca cc 
Waterloo 50 essere at ese eG: 
Waverley Jo wotnaisehttee aneenilaawiten 
Wallough by 9 9535) Sacacoccesucten ware 
Woollahra 39. UY ahaa wan Fae ' 
Blacktown Shire — | 
(a) (‘The part described in Govern- 
ment Gazette,.2 Nov., 1917). (0) 
(The additional part described in 
tovernment Gazette, 7 Nov., 1919). 
(c) (The additional part described in 
Government Gazette of 22 October, 
1920). 
Hornsby Shire (the part described in 
Government Gazette, 12 Nov., 1913). 
Ku-ring-gai Shire (the part described in 
Government Gazette, 21 Oct., 1921). 
Warringah Shire (the part described in | 
Government Gazette, 18 Nov., 1914). J 
71, Lamworth Municipality soccdcss.ctascssssas oa 942 0 0 
2, Taree sig Dik iatinch bas Gach eecneane eerie 180 0 O 
73. Temora dg. aidawadivapinderenrlnsletioetges 402 0 O 
74. Tenterfield SS ean he eataeisaateanaeetee 288 0 0 
75. Tumut fy + sbeaaandasieetabe ke made 207 0 0 
76. Tweed Heads Shire (The part described in 
Government Gazette, 5 Aug., 1921) ........ 333 0 0 
77. Wagga Wagga Municipality ..:..0....c0ccsserees 1,128 0 0 
78. Walgett Township, in Walgett Shire......... 156 0 .0 
79. Wallsend Municipality (as re-constituted 
vide Government Gazette, 20 Oct., 1915)... 348 0 0 
80. Wellington Municipality ..... soy ttins Roo peN taeatee 384 0 JO 
81. West Wallsend— 
Estellville Township ( in Lake 
Holmesville 5 Macquarie 270, 10.30 
West Wallsend m Shire. 
82. West Wyalong, Township in Bland Shire... 324 0 0 
83. Windsor— 
Windsor Municipalitiyimsecsrerceeaeds soem ‘ 
Richmond , eee goo SIO. - 1822 20 an 
84. Wollongong ve re eee wisnea inet, 2) OOO AID wae 
85. Yass a spllene codawabesiri(eptead IMEC Oe BN? ENE 
86, Young oi ove ctVbintas REO eee EOD 2 ge) 


one-third by the 


£220,935 0 0 


APPENDIX III, 


7 


APPENDIX III. 


ContrRisuTions by the Municipal and Shire Councils, 


Council, Contribution, 
0) A Ge 
TP. Adamstowiieaaekcravasce ou pars <tanmarwenr anes Oi. Bs ii; 
QU AU) tes negate ee aa OE pial weasee al papeecns 364 0 0 
Sa cAlexantittiag cccvacocssswceee etek pocub bas oe we eeeer 447 5 8 
AM Ammandaleccntra: cacraueres ceaued- ares mubeutas ays 473 16 4 
G2, ALMid ale yc iteiceshererkcouksghiesouGs sau se vGntte ei atadiiy 0). 
G:. Ashtiel diag ce: nee sen ounce deeetoeshonur core vsatanns 1,399 6 7 
Te Anburnrs.ccpeeeite es onan aie np Rah Bie Rania wos 1 305, 8 8 
Sy. Ballingivec-cnack se Fee cesETe Merase tk cnbubateaticns 92 0 0 
Oy Balinaincss. tectenes- axe escesunes paoean bs shechyensewae 1,224 12) bl 
10) Balraivaltlien Siscc c.nctoh eb ceubeny ceskacuseis -ppeeuue 55, 0 0 
EUS Baskis6o wits acc. ccancacaconyeaetehnseass quasee ik tees 443 11 1 
EDS B Biisarcilis lu 554 soos ate naweeeh maparebreheule auch teet se 3238; @ @ 
Veh ROB AL cane ser iarieiya Seis stl see calsiabiteg ob OBEGEE CE CERE Ne 98 Q 0 
TEED Bete ye fs cuccns vedas coubrgeise ae th asa andoepawlabspioboes 34.0 «0 
We Bexleys \o.csesccrsieraursieud caper nase boaeanpepausy se SIZ IS 4 

16. Bland Shire, on account of the Township of 
Wrest: Wiyalon gp ies aspssechinnis sesaseactonce 10s 0 0 
Wie Bilvgnaye.o.,) 1 osessngercehsees ace ese aotns abies Gb 0.0 

18. ‘Blacktown, on account of Westmead, gazetted 

2nd November, 1917; Wentworth- 

ville, gazetted 7 Nov., 1919; and 
Northmead, gazetted 22 Oct., 1920 60 19 7 

19. Bolwarra Shire, on account of the Township 
Ole WOnDa ease eh noacint mason secur seats sure G6 7 5 
Ame TOA a = cehiyace seat se cakine all esienaaes «anos canbe 22911, § 
DAs ARSa Ud tes: Gee RR en GGA ben NESE OULOAGE: AeeCROR chrenh eee 45 0 O 
De Eo wire: ar ecru tn aaa oe 154 nea rerae venison dpe OF 0 
see SEAT W OOUS sea ace cata sis. aistanieaGs hae ninea rae eanaive di, 8 0 
RUAN ESE OCT elt Dl tage cata weserisis vin Peis sis etein6i09 sisrve) oie ninero nis 2,408 0 0 

25. Bulli Shire, on account of the Townships of 
Billvrand> ViOOROUA an ccnatievsssioas <eosie es 925.0: GO 
Gee DUR WOO tacceuesdseseataer SPL ede iiwsenetieaaateates 793 10 7 
PO AALOLOIIES Nee ora cceive nai ore tasers vost Seven aeealsarae 81 0 0 
28. Campbelltown | Be rae oee sth. mun sa nan te Rlysase Hs Ce O 
De GanG EE OUD Vietnam ck Veaisrs eines was cei ss ponimelils <6 1,463 6 3 
UO ALTLUL LOH rr aceon aca sice aeaewcbaeedrembiekhinaslee sh yim Is: 
SRIEAS ASU Oy Ro eaces at rigsecaih Sates eg aie aw enceee hss 2638 OF 0 

32. Central Illawarra, on account of the Town- 
Slip Obe E Ort, Mem DAR gta shiescsenvnsenn accuse 68 0 0 

33. Cessnock Shire, ou account of the Townships 
of Cessnock and Aberdare.............0006 325 07 0 

34, Cessnock Shire, on account of the Townships 
of Kurri Kurri, Weston, and Abermain 214 5 10 

35. Cessnock Shire, on account of the Townships 

of Homeville, Telarah, Rutherford, and 
DEERE canis dia aalyyinsckiriawedninwadas 28 14 8 
See COR ae cite tiaras nak ksmansaeie sans Gutijueisunsaenaning 41 0 0 
ed Joes OTA COL Gi er tcts tak oe al oe riaiaete hotell cela rate sivas ofa cs.n mieTesns 734. 7.3 
38. Condobolin............6 RRS or ois Sachiodsamaeanier 74 0 0 
Te OO OTEV ANE orcs gos ns foe Real Grieteieiae ah iss itis ifdisiie seis ssc 94- 0 0 
AME HON AMIS, octet R aware ces vemeccred mus caine eae 8b) O08 0 
41, Cootamundra v....ccecssurs Baers aneciearisetunpuaree 1655 QO O 
PG GRANGE pe en Sehr ociaciye as salotale: Nemaisa Sauaonneents 116. O% 0 
BEES ODOC treticaonae aNcio mae. Saiisac eave ws ces sais vtoielsiolge See Ovee Onn 0) 
Gita. (CIES TORTS nigel Stund sBurROBCEL ELSE pOnOC SOA ROR EOeCRTIOas ‘ ON 07.0 
Gi), IDEs secocdoboseandunobcodpodseEoconpenaangeec Le LOe 
46. Deniliquin Sf Sobre oHbogbbSCECE sune a ae apoSno mene eenae 62 0 0 

47. Dorrigo Shire, on account of Coff’s Harbour 
PES DT TALS | ie oa tanagoe Bovis er Manan TZ9= OF O 
A Rem TAY ANTININ IO VINES Sater e's vies sLocseidis Gace ass wainadaeoneaaes 8497 Se 6 
1h) MCE TRIP MGRE, foe ata ese iecauncscbi oes ois cies aussie esate tone iia 170. Of 0 
50. Dundas, portion gazetted 12th Nov., 1913.. 136 5 10 
51. Eastwood, portion gazetted 12th Nov., 1913 123 - OF 1 
Be LEEVELGLIE reer el tine ea cence amcan ise loti ds ve ev nawia verela 322 Ze 5 
ate MLS IMO VALS nn semteersenon tease sarap casktncatteceia-iaeiers> 2385 1 0 
BAe Pela eke aclaencheaieeon selnseaaans evens «hadeses 80 0 0 
BOE DE Sra wen akah het woe cece cninadiencemernmeesapeaoaminiys 107 0 0 

56, Gilgandra Shire, on account of the Gilgandra 
Urban Areas: canciones paaicceokencaitenes Si. 08 0 
HIP GODS aac ceas oust) sachestecksese te oeacanonyelgmeh mbureck 851. O 9 
58. Glen Innes......... nea ais cmon Uae naman Rees 293 0 0 
OM GOR DULNE ..ccces nec oder esuue Maret aetemeG laren cies 370 0 0 
OOM EATLOU yea riectosaitian sees os side ab ahem tial telnet gnteerneran 344 0 0 
GIP Gratton; SOuUbh sncscssecevsocvessetiencectecepoitdes eee ie On. O 
Gee CAT Vite ehcsan iodnes vevaooea ives anes tamemesteaeat creme os) ah ag 
GaarGrentell 4.02. css. cdacis eh canons es BCR eee eee ees 54 0 0 
‘ely Keb oorretec PW eh aeenacertiencnammacdcn onda: ceric ounbnnncnocc: Lita Ome 0 
QoMETTAD LON coc cawactiioweetlosaeleateelsa«. Meteepumee daa 490 14 5 
DOr ave ee nace cute ssvacmenser dee User lease ont iooaetian 110) 08 0 
(al. U2 Koinaiel etn sl Bprpreeneacee recon cnn copechecnosoncran teas LOGE (Gry 7 
68. Hornsby Shire .......ccserscecenseesensee seseeeeeeee [OZR Lae 7 
free FUT GGr SEAS Uae os ss cioamsinvatneauinniarasoncanteien Neen 279) dell 
FUMMPET IS BXULLGts pon oe co tie ok Foe neaizeis talon olds neniaetauietan hs a Som les 2 
PLT EU OLLI ns fo ae ocicsios ecran celeaesaceipadvine a syetnie cere 341° OF 0 
Pie SI RLE MER et aire sie ba see «alas dla eatce’s nn cr cusisigittepr ae 103 0 0 
TB), ISBTGGSCN GE), con pshesteeoneoenoacoee Weahanoiie dave tddeoan et Alt OF 0 
74. Kempsey. .....00500 ners ae oO ae tt ip lode OO 
75, Kiama. ves. ie Maca taser scveuieraiamamarnasesene Bacon 80 0 0 


. Kogarah 
. Ku-ring-gai Shire, portion gazetted 21st 


. Lambton 
- Lambton, New 
. Lane Cove 

. Leichhardt 
By LUEGCOMMDGE Ray eben boctecwstrs sat mineneetues Uemeues 
. Lismore 
. Lithgow 
MLIMOWNOOM separa aa eeneceeocest ements ag Seieeanoees 
. Maitland, Kast 

. Maitland, West 
? cae 


. Newcastle 
. Newtown 

EEN OwtlaaNgclinen rs saaentteeey vente srtaricrech seems 
. Nowra 
. Orange 


Parkes 


. Petersham 
. Prospect and Sherwood, portion gazetted 


. Wallsend 
. Waratah 
. Warringah Shire, portion gazetted 18th 


2. Waterloo 
ap VV EVOL LOVtnanatantiniisctaty aeliesteiucasmueetiods tee 
. Wellington 
38 ANAT STEN oc fr sou sedobod <CORCER OO ROR nett ts 
. Willoughby 
. Windsor 
. Woollahra 
MAY VOLLOTA ON Glee estresnnete:« sere x nedonnncgec doresiagte 
PEE SASS ah den cananetihe te ately sisnslssebenss a Os 
TEN ONE cena atene ia COC Tice CORRE nigsetrstatetce pete 


Council, 


eee eee eee ee eee ee eee eee eee. ce ey 


October, 1921 


eee eee nee Pee rerenswreresess 


. Lake Macquarie Shire, for the Township of 


Boolaroo 


. Lake Macquarie Shire, on account of Estell- 


ville, Holmesville, and West Wallsend 


eee eee eee eee ee eee eee ee ee eee 
Pam ee eee enna wena neeneere eeeeee 
CARO e ewer e es meres eee eer teen eenseretene 


eee e eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee ees) 


CORR ee eee ee eee ee eee eee er 


ee ee ee ee 
reer eee eee eee eee eee ee ee rr rr 
eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee ee ry 


ee ei ee ie i) 


2 aceon” SAAS ie ee BS nope cme abeunicscecsetes 
. Mittagong 
ri MOLON Ore er accois-prccnaraeuackemedec- dae lace tal 
. Moree 
. Morpeth 
. Mosman 
. Moss Vale 
. Mudgee 
. Murwillumbah 
3. Minsawell nO O) sit antantaeccn ocean rece ocak waste 
. Narrabri 


ee ee eee ee ee er ee er ee 


eee eee eee eee eee ee eee ee ren 
OCP ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee re 
eee eee eee eee eee er ee ee ry 
ee eee rr Se er ea re eer a 
Tee ee ee ee ee er) 


eee eee ee er ri) 


FeO meee eee e eee Bee eh eee een ere eeneOrernnee 
Te ee ee ee ry 
eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee rr) 


ee ey eee eee ry 
ee ee ee ee rr 
ee eee. fe ee er 
To eee ee eee eee ee ee 
eee eee ene e en eee reer e reer tenene wines 
ee eee ee ra) 


2nd November, 1917 


ir cr 


Fh QUULCAMDEV AN sans cack ewer ss ataractueaatnselte aeveres 
. Quirindi 
. Randwick 
. Redfern 

. Richmond 
. Rockdale 
WARVOOR jeasecovoccnsire ART RoPS (PRC COEAC Be MOE 
. Singleton 
. ot. Peters 
. Stockton 
. Strathfield 
0 ISIC LOGN/ eideo ncobee ac odtoncricerectese SeaScAConcnneace 
. Tamworth 
. Taree 
. Tarro Shire, portion gazetted 17th Novem- 


EEO eee OOO Pee eee remem reso er eet eee eh esenee 
eee ete eee eT eee eee ee eee eee eee 


CeCe eee ee eee eee ee eee eee ee) 


eee ee eee ee ee ee er rr 


eee eee eee ee eee ee ry 


Tee eee ee ey 


eet eee eee eee ee ry 


eee eee eee eee ee ec eee ey 


eps LOLS treme fata arsnaasaets apidaneloatechivinn 


Me LOMORA Nanovias ote ainike anette vests ictacs Jenga mo adins 
. Tenterfield 
. Tumut 
. Tweed Heads Shire, portion gazetted 5th 


eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ey 


eee eee ee eee eee ee ee eee eee ee rey 


August, 1921 


EMVCONLCHUSOlatmerrsige erates mentees ee Seeteines sails 
. Wagga Wagga 
. Walgett Shire, on account of the Township 


Of Wial ettiere.ccas-cgornce tems teaehera rene 


November, 1914 


eee eee ee eee reer eee ee rey 


. Warringah Shire, the ee eens 17th 


Oct., 1919 (Narrabeen)... 


eee ee eee ee eee eee ee) 


POOR meee ete ee eee rere ee Hee eee eae 
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Contribution. 


‘Sy igs dh 
584 10 11 


982 SS 


99: 0 
90 0 
113 8 
98 16 
443 10 
815 16 
386 11 
460 0 
356 0 
265 0 
209 4 
486 13 


1,086 16 
1,569 18 
338 10 


SOSCSSCSCCOCOSCONUMAREANDSOOWOMDH DAS fos] 


CORRE NOR SONH OOO SCOrROSDMOO: 


203 14 
1i0 0 
Ot 6 
2 6 
39 0 
Tp lapel 
69 O 
Like Mh) 
134 0 
85 0 
Idde 0 
Gord 
1,868 8 § 
Sas 1 8 
Dole to 0 
82° 0 
306 0 
951 8 
149 0 
457 0 
147 0 
1,093 31 
235) 1071 
74 0 
107 O 
2 babe O 
1,161 10 
TA 0: 
949 8 
639 6 
96 0 
348 IL 
Lee Aa 
447 1 
15,792 2 
sit) 0 
60 0 
Lip las 2 
T3445 07 0 
96 0 0 
69 0° 0 
ULIS OF; 6 
294 610 
37202 0° 0 
52) OF) 0 
L1G" OF 0 
488 14 4 
90/15 6 
19 07 0 
4800 Sh°7 
1,666 17 8 
128% 0F..0 
414 13 10 
12748 Gad 
149.19 4 
i 28eoe.0 
soon O70 
98 0 0 
T30s Om. 0 


£73,645 0 0 
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ConTRIBUTORY INSURANCE COMPANIES AND Firs, kc, 


Insurance Companies. 


. Australian Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Alliance Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 

Assurance and Thrift Association (Ltd.) 

Atlas Assurance Co, (Ltd.) 

Australian Alliance Assurance Co. 

Australian Amicable Assurance Assn. (Ltd.) 

Australian Mutual Fire Insurance Society (Ltd. ) 

. Australian Provincial Assurance Association (Ltd.) 

. Australian Traders’ Insurance Co. 

. Australasian Mutual Insurance Society (Ltd.) 

. Bankers and Traders’ Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Batavia Sea and Fire Insurance Company (Ltd.) 

. Bombay Fire and Marine Insurance Company (Ltd.) 

. British Crown Assurance Corporation (Ltd.) 

. British Equitable Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. British Traders’ Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. British and Foreign Marine Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Caledonian Insurance Co, 

. Canton Insurance Office (Ltd. ) 

. Catholic Church Property Insur. Co. of Australasia (Ltd.) 

. Central Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

2. Century Insurance Co, (Ltd.) 

. Chamber of Manufactures Insurance (Ltd.) 

. City Mutual Fire Insurance Co, (Ltd.) 

. Colonial Mutual Fire Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Commonwealth General Insurance Corp. (Ltd.) 

. Co-operative Insurance Co. of Australia (Ltd.) 

. Commercial Union Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Commonwealth Insurance Co. (Ltd.) Marine 

. Dalgety & Co, (Ltd.) 

. Derwent and Tamar Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Eagle, Star, and British Dominions Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. East India Sea and Fire Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Economic Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Employers Liability Assurance Corporation (Ltd.) 

. English Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Farmers and Settlers’ Co-operative Insurance Co. of 
Australia (Ltd.) 

. Farmers’ and Graziers’ {nsurance Co. (Ltd. ) 

- Federal Mutual Insurance Co. of Australia (Ltd.) 

. Fireman’s Fund Insurance Co. 

. General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corp. (Ltd.) 

. Guardian Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Gresham Fire and Accident Insurance Society (Ltd.) 

. Home Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

5. Indemnity Mutual Marine Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Insurance Office of Australia (Ltd.) 

. Insurance Co., of North America. 

. Java Sea and Fire Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Lancashire Insurance Co. 

. Law Union and Rock Insurance Co. (Litd.) 

. Legal Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

. Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Co, (Ltd.) 

. London and Lancashire Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 

- London Assurance Corporation. 

5. London Guarantee and Accident Co. (Ltd.) 

London and Scottish Assurance Corporation (Ltd. ) 
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London and Provincial Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. L’Union Fire Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Manufacturers’ Mutual Insurance (Ltd.) 
. Manchester Assurance Company (Ltd.) 
. Marine Insurance Co. (Ltd. ) 
. Maritime Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Mercantile Mutual Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Merchants Marine Insurance Co, (Ltd.) 
5. National Benefit Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. National Insurance Co. of Hartford (Ltd.) 
. National Insurance Co. of New Zealand (Ltd.) 
. National Union Society (Ltd.) 
. Netherlands’ Lloyd (Ltd.) 
. New South Wales Methodist Church Fire Insur. Fund 
. New Zealand Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
North British and Mercantile Insurance Co. (Ltd. ) 
. Northern Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Northern Maritime Insurance Co, (Ltd. ) 
. Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society (Ltd. ) 
. Ocean Accident and Guarantee Corporation (Ltd.) 
. Palatine Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Pacific Marine Insurance Co. 
. Pacific Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Patriotic Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Phoenix Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Queensland Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
Reliance Marine Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Royal Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Royal Exchange Assurance Corporation 
. Samarang Sea and Fire Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
7. Scottish Union and National Insurance Co. 
. Southern Cross Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Southern Union General Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. South British Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Standard Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. State Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. State (Caledonian) Assurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Sun Insurance Office. 
. Sydney Fire Office (Ltd.) 
. Thames and Mersey Marine Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Triton Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Union Assurance Society (Ltd.) 
. Union Insurance Society of Canton (Ltd.) 
. Union Marine Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. United Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Victoria Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Victoria General Insurance and Guarantee Co. (Ltd.) 
. War Service Homes Commission. 
. Western Assurance Co. 
. Western Australian Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Wing On Fire and Marine Insurance Co. 
. World Marine and General Insurance Co, (Ltd.) 
Yang-tsze Insurance Association (Ltd.) 
. Yorkshire Insurance Co. (Ltd.) 
. Yokohama Fire, Marine, Transit and Fidelity Insurance 
Co, (Ltd.) 


Forms, de. 


1, Abel Lemon & Co. Pty. (Ltd.) 
2. Australian Milk Products (Ltd.) 
3. Allen & Hanbury’s (Australasia), Ltd. 
4, Aronson & Co. Pty. (Ltd.) 

5. Bennett and Barkell (Ltd.) 

6. Bert, A. J. 

7. Briscoe & Co. (Ltd.) 

8. Beard, Watson & Co. (Ltd.) 

9. Brown, R. 

. Buckinghams (Ltd.) 

. Cayce Paul Motors (Ltd.) 

. Cocks, Arthur, & Co. (Ltd.) 

. Chard, W. H. 

Cohen & Son, Bennie 8S. 

. Collins Bros. & Co. (Ltd.) 

. Colonial Paper Co. (Ltd.) 

. Cooke, John, & Co. Pty. (Ltd.) 

. Cowan, A., & Sons (Ltd.) 

. Hastern Trading Co. 

. Farmer & Co. (Ltd.) 

. Farleigh, Nettheim & Co. * 
. Foys, Mark, Ltd. 
3. Gotthelf, M. 

. Groves & Co. (Ltd.) 

9. Hagon, Blackburn & Co, 

26. Harland, W., & Sons 

27, Harrison & Attwood 


28. S. Hoffnung & Co. (Ltd.) 

. Hordern & Sons (Ltd.), Anthony 

. Hudson, George (Ltd.) 

. International Harvester Co. of Australia Pty. (Ltd.) 
. Lassetter & Co., F. (Ltd.) 

. Lever Bros. (Ltd.) 

. Levy, J. A. 

. McArthur, W. & A. (Ltd.) 

. McCathie’s (Ltd.) 

. Myers and Solomon 

. Nestle and Anglo Swiss Condensed Milk Co, A’asia (Ltd.) 
. New Zealand & Australian Land Co. (Ltd.) 

. Parbury, Henty, & Co. 

7 Pursell; Aw B.& Sonus (Utde) 

2. Petersen, Boesen, & Co. (Ltd.) 

. Reckitt’s (Oversea) (Ltd.) 

. Scott, A. M:, & Co. 

§, Shelly, Harry 

. Sweet Bros. (Ltd.) 

. Swans (Ltd.) 

. Turner & Henderson (Ltd.) 

. Vacuum Oil Co, Pty. (Ltd.) 

. Walker & Hall 

. Western Electric Co. Australia (Ltd.) 

52. Wiggins, Teape, & Alex. Pirie Export (Ltd.) 
53, Yuill, G. §., & Co, (Ltd.) 
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APPENDIX V_ 


Return of Attendances at Board Meetings for the year 1922, 


Meetings. 
Present. | Absent. 
*Hon. Ernest Henry Farrar, M.L.C. ....... Mosuarcostuerta egarascon suahn ae ponte sane gus AG ats 
PMC WALLA burn se LlaArkn EBS iC Ma Gtecescsetes et verauisiilecesen vesinsenies Wapiheee eee Meaesseree | 31 pe 
PTohni Hrankslin Beswick iteuvcsc.dsossccvertevcctssatysiccisescdacedueilsaecarleneviasizes ce ab areata | 52 as 
§Aldernian George James Baker, J.P......c.sesccesevenscescccenctsaeessaneeceesenernaneees | 45 ve 
| Alderman Edward Kaster Collins, J.P. .....c.cs.ccssesnessccecressersoeescssssneveassones | 29 19 
{Thomas Sidney Douglas, J.P. .......ccseerensee es btiohyosn Obed Rear anbtirecotionaes napudvononni” 39 6 
*eHonry, Frederick Erancis c..-.cc.s.scs<bs seco boveseon orsplenieesmsicjorssegrnis oes rnsines ve raseee | 7 moc 
tt Alderman William Taylor, J.P. i... cccccsccsssescssscccesescuseecseeesceneessunvesean senses 7 vee 


Ordinary meetings, 52. Extraordinary meetings, Nil. 


*Resigned 24/4/22. +Appointed President, 12/5/22. {Term expired in February, and re-elected. 
§Elected 21)2/22, |/Term expired in February, and re-elected. Retired 6/12/22. [Elected 21/2/22. 
**Term expired in February.  ttDied 15/2/22. 
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New South Wales Fire Brigades, 
Headquarters, Castlereagh-street, 
- Sydney, 12th February, 1923. 
he Secretary, Board of Fire Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney. 
Sir 
’ Thave the honor to present the following Report wpon the working of the New South Wales Fire Brigades 
during the year 1922, 
‘© A” DIvisIoN—SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 
The number of calls to fires or supposed fires was 2,070, of which 291 were false alarms, 26 proved to be chimney 
fires, while ],753 were actual fires. 
This number constitutes a record and was an increase of 685 over the previous year. 


The most serious fires were as follow :— 


Date. Locality. Occupier. ; Business. 
1922. 
PUAN weirs L VOSS-StLOCUg CG IEDE len scccasesscnscasse otserasas Grace: Brossa.dienupeses s/o, Furniture Repository. 
26 Jan. ,..} York-street, City ... es. a eatacecan Gents stones F. Lassetter, Ltd. ......... General Merchants. 
5 Mar. ...| Layton-street, Camperdown ...........ss0000 Wade’s Cornflour Co.......| Cornflour Manufacturers. 
7 Apr. ...| 248a Pitt-street, City ....... OGG tage hve aide BT a Booties; deesesnso) ...{ Printers. 
27 Aug. ...| George-street, City ......... cesses Se scheee A CATS Cali tee: snascsscs Hotel and Cafe. 
18 Oct. ...| 70-72 Parramatta-road, Petersham............ IMOLEISR LOS Mirena. daecae Manufacturing Confectioners. 
11 Nov....] 60 Elizabeth-street, City ........... eee Vmocks: Buildings: ..,... 
28 Nov. ...| Stewart-lane, City........... iaseusecaeae teat « ....| Dalwood Chambers ...... 
14 Dec. ...| See and Erskine lane, City .....,..... GoWa tase A LAL LONE BONG sae seuay sachs | 


The number of horses now in use is 14. During the year 2 were sold, 1 destroyed and 1 died. 


In addition to attending firesand keeping the plant and stations in order, 70,587 eight-hour watches were kept; 
8,680 hydrant inspections, 52,616 telephone inspections, 271 buildings, and 72 theatres and public halls inspections were 
made. 


The Watch-room at Headquarters registered 27,854 incoming calls and 31,240 outgoing calls, 
Approximately 236,620 feet of hose were in use at fires, 


The strength of the Brigade on Ist January, 1922, was authorised at 315. The number of new members joining 
was 23, of which 2 were previously in the Brigade and had returned off active service ; 12 resigned, 3 were dismissed, 2 
retired on pension, and 3 died. 


Motor Instruction. 


The provision of a Motor Truck for instructional purposes has been productive of good results, twenty men having 
qualified as motor drivers. Good headway has been made in this direction, and by reason of the fact that several trucks 
are being provided to replace the horses, carts, and vans, opportunity for a larger number of men to qualify will be 
available. 


DEATHS, 


It is with much regret that I have to report three accidental deaths in the service during the past year, viz :— 


lst Class Fireman A. Tuck, Officer-in-charge at Wagga, on the 14th January, caused by falling down stairs whilst 
on leave. 

3rd Class Fireman W. H. Brown, accidently killed at Adams’ Cafe fire on the 27th August, by the collapse of 
Electrical Ladders. 


Ist Class Fireman N. J. Travers, on the 29th October, caused by a fall at No. 3 Station, Circular Quay, whilst 
walking in his sleep. . 
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WATER. 

The quantity of water used in extinguishing fires was approximately 3,018,294 gallons. 

The water available for fire extinction in the Sydney Fire District is becoming a very serious problem. 

A larger volume of water is necessary at any given point, especially in the City proper, and als) in the 
manufacturing districts that have developed so extensively in some of the suburbs, where large manufacturing 
establis:ments have been erected within the last few years. Residential areas are at times seriously affected, and it is a 
problem that cannot be allowed to wait any longer. 


No main under 10 inches in diameter should be laid in any part of the City proper, and in the vicinity of large 
factory buildings in the suburbs. . 


In the City proper there should be a supply of at least 6,000 gallons of water per minute at any point, and when 
allowance is made for draw-off, 12-inch and 15-inch mains, and even larger, are what is required. 


I unhesitatingly say this problem should be tackled at once, for it must be borne in mind that the greater portion 
of the City has been rebuilt within the last fifteen years, and in every case larger buildings have been erected, some of 
vast dimensions ; the majority from 80 to 100 fees in-height, and a large number up to the 150 feet limit, while many 
others are in course of erection. 


Frre HypRANTS. 


The present types of hydrants are out of date and past their usefulness. The fact that they are all ground 
hydrants with only one 24-inch outlet makes them all the more obsolete. , 


The modern Motor Fire Engines now used in Sydney, each of which requires between 500 and 600 gallons of water 
per minute when working at their full capacity, necessitates at least three of the present hydrants to supply that amount, 
and when six or eight or even more of these machines are working at a large City fire, and more especially still in the 
Suburban Manufacturing districts, the amount of hose that has to be laid out to supply these engines can easily be 
imagined when the hydrants are situated 75 yards apart, and in most cases only one main in the street. 


The laying of larger mains and the erection of modern pillar hydrants of two, three, and four 24-inch outlets, is an 
urgent necessity, 


There is no denying the fact that valuable time is lost in getting to work with a number of engines ona big City 
fire, owing to the quantity of hose that has to be laid to provide the amount of water required, and then in some instances 
a sufficient supply cannot be obtained owing to the small mains and the draw off for other purposes. 


SALVAGE Corps. 
This branch of the Department has performed very useful work in preventing damage by water. 
The number of fires attended was 196, and the total number of sheets used was 373. 
The number of miles travelled was 434. 


Motor Fire ENGINES. 


During the year motor engines have been installed at the following stations in the Sydney Fire District :—Auburn 
and Bankstown. 


It is hoped shortly to replace the old machines at Woollahra, Alexandria, and North Sydney, and to practically 
complete the motorisation of other stations in the Sydney district during the year 1922. 


The idea of providing two large motors of the positive pump type to replace the 1,000 and 850 gallon steamers now 
stationed at headquarters and No, 3 Stations, is under consideration, and I trust we will be able to obtain some suitable 
machines during the coming year. 


Ms Fire STATIONS. 


The present number of Fire Stations throughout the Metropolitan area are— Permanent 33, Volunteer 34, exclusive 
of Narrabeen and Fairfield, 


FirrE ALARMS. 


Four additional fire alarms have been erected in the Sydney Fire District, viz., two at Bexley, one at Lane Cove, 
and one at Bankstown, making a total of 511. 


The thieving and damage to the fire alarms is on the increase, and with the exception of two cases in the suburbs, 
the police have not been able to discover the offenders, which are in most cases known to be children. I trust the public 
will take this matter up, and assist in some practical way to stamp out this dangerous practice. Public and other schools 
are to be visited at frequent intervals during the coming year, when the children will receive an explanation of the use of 
the fire alarm, and at the same time a few words of warning as to what will happen to them if caught interfering with or 
damaging them in any way. 


TALL BUILDINGS. 


I wish to draw attention to the number of large and important buildings now in course of erection, and plans for a 
number of others have been submitted for approval; most of these will be built to the 150 feet limit, which, with lift 
tower and other covering on roof, reach over 160 feet above the street level. 


This is a very important matter with the Fire Department, as all fires in the upper part must be fought from inside 
the building and tor this reason the owners must provide permanent fittings within the building to enable the Fire Brigade 
to deal effectively with such an outbreak, and also the means by which the fire can be detected, and the Brigade informed. 


___T am pleased to state that the provision of these fire appliances and fire alarms, as required by the Height of 
Buildings Act, are in most cases being installed in the best possible manner. 


There are isolated cases where the owners wish to evade some item, but as the officers administering the Act, which 
is so necessary for the protection of life and property, insist on these requirements being correctly carried out, trouble in 
this direction is being overcome. : 


FIRE FLOAT. 


Again I have to draw attention to this important matter. 


The water-front risk is growing to an alarming extent; also the shipping. The latter, which is increasing both in 
number and tonnage, is still without the necessary protection. 


This matter, although a costly one, cannot be reasonably delayed any longer, especially when it is considered that 
Sydney is about the fourth or fifth largest port inthe Empire, and has more miles of water-front than any other. 


The approximate tonnage of shipping entering the Harbour for the year ending 30th November, 1922, was 
3,719,305 tons, and the approximate value £75,212,179, which, with the immense value of cargo lying or stored on the 
wharves or in the sheds and warehouses along the water-front, together with the wharves and buildings thereon, makes 
the value tremendous, 


_ _ In view of this I trust that the Government will be approached during the present year for means to provide a 
suitable fire float for Sydney, and also for Newcastle. 


FrirE BricapE Dritt Boor. 


# The compilation of an up-to-date Drill Book is now well adyanced, and will be ready for the printer in a few 
weeks. 


SPoRTS. 


=, 


Aidt 


SPORTS. 
The cricket and football teams have done well in competition with other public bodies, and the games have been 
pioluctive of harmonious work and effective service. I am in hopes of establishing inter-state matches, in which, I trust, 
tLe Commissioners will be able to assist. : 


Fir& BricapvE BANb. 
The band has attended a number of charity and public functions during the year, and, under the baton of 
Bandmaster J. Pheloung, an improvement in every individual member has been most marked. 


The public have at all times appreciated the performances of the men, and many letters congratulating them on 
their excellent playing have been received. 
Country Fire BRIGADES, 
The number of calls received by the Country Fire Brigades to fires was 820, being an increase of 269 on the 
previous year. 


The most serious fires were as follows :— 


Date. ' Locality. | Name. | Business, 
pet Ss sae eee Beet 2c pe lee : 
1922. 
SAUNT BMIACY ais (MERE COMOOIL. catomanrers smnicdanecit gone teas a% vosinanteeiaan« Commonwealth Govt. ...| Military Stores. 
US OIE! Far VV GND EEU: mucrec tsp ioriiov sedeistocistea seis efeelsp'so dins.alesisinn Walgett Stores, Ltd. ...| General Merchants. 
LSth Aater heal) Nedlow Baba meme cnencsmuvenossucvannan ands Hydro Majestic ...... v.04. Hotel and Boarding House. 
TERN O17 gokoapt (EUG MIO so an ezneriicl care o/abicit slayer aiisot stro tote in Galnai Thomas eBrositiencsseans. Painters. 


FIRE ALARMS. 
Additional Fire Alarms have been established at Waratah, Boolaroo, and Broken Hill. 


Moror APPLIANCES, 
A Motor Pumping Appliance was installed at Katoomba in lieu of the Motor Hose Carriage. 


New Frere Districts. 


A new Fire District was established at Tweed Heads, and the Bulli Fire District enlarged by the inclusion of the 
townships of Austinmer and Thirroul. 


INSPECTION oF FrrE HypDRANTS. 


The Fire Hydrants of the various Fire Districts have been periodically inspected, and defects where necessary 
remedied by the lozal Councils concerned. 


INSPECTION oF CouNTRY BRIGADES. 


The Country Fire Brigades have each received two visits from an Inspector, and the reports are generally favourable. 
Members of the Board, accompanied at times by the Chief Officer, have also visited many of the Brigades. 
Long service medals were awarded to volunteers at Hay, Kiama, Berry, Parkes, and Ballina. 


New Frere Srarions, 


New Fire Stations have been opened at Adamstown, Armidale, Kempsey, Tumut, and Young, while a building 
was commenced at (uirindi. 


DISCIPLINE. 

The discipline, efficiency, and enthusiasm of the whole of the Brigade have, in every respect, been most satisfactory. 

The duties and work at fires, &c., have at times been severe, but the work has on all occasions been performed 
eheerfully, and well done. 

T have to thank the Officers and men of the Permanent Staff for the valuable work they have performed, and their 
devotion to duty at all times. 

I wish to specially mention the Country Fire Brigades, whose loyalty and self-sacrifice during the past year has 
been most marked. 


I also desire to thank the Iuspector-General of Police, together with the Officers and men of allranks, both foot and 
mounted, for the valuable assistance they have rendered at all times. , 


I have also to thank the Officers of the Water Board, especially the Turncocks. in Sydney and Newcastle, the. 


Officers of the City Council’s Electric Light Staff, and the public generally, for their valuable co-operation and appreciation 
of the services the Fire Brigade has given. 


In conclusion, I desire to return my sincere thanks to the Board of Fire Commissioners for their appreciation of my 
work, and the cordial support they have accorded me at all times. 4 


(Signed) F, JACKSON, F 
Chief Officer, 
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APPENDIX IX, 


Sypney Fire District. 
Summary of Localities for 1922. 
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RRC ROUSE . Weeehic Maja ensiarnieaicin neta 8 3 aia! 10 i Se Zt 
SUR IMEEM Sarde « wereolojias.s debate nopeinesieesyck 3 3 1 7 ae ; 7 
MIRO VSYLCUINE Marg isi siicasee) ws erenile otis 5 veier not 4 4 3 : 4 
DV SUGIMES hy agen wine siowening trast sis iaeeeees 2 16 ; 1 TOP see 19 
WHaerrimeplt SIPC. ci5.0055ciecs ccssones 1 8 2 1 ToBI cg 56 12 
VALET OOS Mat « dehttcstedirsisuin oa.ne.de newest 16 2 18 3 Ave 2] 
INP OML OWEN ertlee sincteiinenelo-cseSnateciecinatalte sg 21 6 ] DBR rns 1 29 
BBV VU OM SIO Vanes asectiny a+ 9s one slemannielc ve di 11 oe 1 19 1 2 ; 22, 
BVO Osu latsaiertem pachichyvisciosietienwcieia asec sal 25 23 : : 48 1 49 
PU ee MAIO UTM Mee eis dice. v0.0 9a vclevieniion 8 4 TOP Fes 12 
POU ates Noch pis rssvee 913 | 778 9 46 t wee i L,fodu) 29h 12 14 | 2,070 


* Outside Fire Brigade area, 
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APPENDIX IX—continued. 
Country Fire Districts. 


Summary of Localities for 1922, 


‘a 4 ee en ee SN 
Class of Fire. Chimney Fires, 
Slight. Scrious. Total Destruction, sare 
Locate : : Nocot | False | atzire, [Attended] Grand 
; ; : fires. ‘| and hand- . 
Tn- Notin-| Un- In- Notin-| Un- In- | Notin-| Un- reported | pump 
sured. | sured. | known.| sured. | sured. | known.| sured. | sured. | known. : rhe bie 
Adamistowntson nt .ssciccsnensce ast 3 5 or oe Gy sor a a 8 bss 8 
Albury erence ets BOP Goo canciane aces 1 4 ue ate ee 880 1 : 6 2 1 9 
Armidaleth;05....scnteuee eee nine 6 rt es ne : ane 6 a0 6 
Ballina cee ehcsts we totneeranenan meres ae 1 bint : ; ; 2 ds : 3 1 é e 4 
Bathurst Wecceuewne eee Aye 2 oes eas a a: 1 : ae 5 es ; ae 5 
BOLLY... caf encsk oe hare ane WSSASOBE 1 ae 560 56 5 360 stor eae sé 1 5 see 1 
Blayney cotcomendecne-nneetaen ep seteene a ee Sas ae iis Sued? reece ae ee 1 on ban x dl 
Boolaroo te ssbacce des terete cet ane eni 4 1 his Pes Me ne ; 5 7 ane 5 
Bourke tee ee eee 3 3 : : s Ay) sae ‘ 6 se 1 i 7 
BOW Pale Neeucecr chine onseecn neath nares 1 on on in 1 a oa % 1 
Braid WOOCM ai. st see meee cee Lect ] ce Sah RY 1 tee Fr ma 1 
BrokensH ill. ew oteme ee 16 6 ; 9 3 c 34 28 ; 62 
Bulli-Woonona  ......cceseseesee conte 2 1 F as ; - se 3 as 3 
Campbelltown .......... eee eae ie 1 = “a8 ane Nae iy : 1 ee ws 1 
CarrinS tong acceacasmerauacces csr: 5 3 a . os Lg aes 504 9 1 es . 10 
CWasiNO © Gaihecces cede cee aeons 3 2 5 at _ i ren 55 6 ete Re 6 
Cessnock ..... REAR AR y OR  chec we 6 3 ae : 6 1 ane 500 10 4 : 14 
Cobaterries esses ak Catena eee: ] nas wie sae 3 as a 4 ee Fe 4 
Cofts Harbour..cseees orem sees Maeve loca RS ae met a 4 1 a 5 ieee ‘ fae 5 
Condobolin ........... SEERA atent 6 4 : 4 ; 1 a : 11 nee < aa 11 
COOMA LL bet cenece Be cenn st Wise aenbenne 1 ant e. ; j ae ie ° 1 x a 1 
Goonamblem nee. RRS eas 4 1 C : Ae : ] Are 6 é eh 6 
Cootamundra peewee eres 3 1 ine Nee : 2 me Nes 6 : ae vee 6 
CGorakicn wrecker Ae HELE 1 ve ; : . “8 rea ] i 2 a 5 Bad 2 
Corowa ...... AERP REE APs caer eee 3 4 : ; hs os an a : : ag 7 
COWES paceman Seeceers tata we aeehatuctipies 6 1 : : 5 1 ae a 8 “ ; ‘ 8 
"Charlestown ..........0008 pec cost pace 1 ia = bas ; 1 : ce see 1 
Deniliquinwe. cea versceann erate cag. 2 2 ate Fee 700 4 fot ' Ho 4 
Dub bos mare mecceee ee NAA 3 ] ; ‘ : ne 1 ] 558 6 AM, eee San 6 
Kast Greta ..... Rare tania re toc fai ; 3 ah ; aoa 3 fot : es 83 
Hast, Maltlan e..eenmunndster be iets 2 3 : : ; dee fet 5 1 4 : 6 
MOT DES Maiscesnee si ceaceeinueeteme snes sre uimel OD 2 f 13 : Ae 31 2 1 ; 34 
Gilgandra Visser esse esilfttaaeQotusis es 4 ; : 4 1 Hs 9 ae Rs fee 9 
Glen Innes.............. ae Bec eae eiets 3 1 A 4 1 1 2 8 
Goulburn seed cdetce emer 8 2 f ni 10 1 a Asi ll 
Gratton Gisen preeatin coere eee 4 ; : Re ; ; 4 aoe 1 1 6 
PLONE saeot een vests aes conn teen 2, 2 4 a bia i's 4 
Gunnedaheeeeaeen: Bee Sy Soe ai 2 ‘ 5 ; 2 ‘ 4 1 oa 33 5 
Hamil tongs, cece scune ee eee Pee ee 8 15 ae st a 1 24 : . at 
PLAY. desea wes ceeneinrunaeee vens veterans ees mes ae Bi re: nee ; ‘ 3 5 3 at 
MELT bON wer serte te vacsiaate teem ceee emer: te 1 ; ES or 1 1 
HT Verells prtie.ten ce deceteccutte sameeren ae 9 2 1 1 , 13 13 
Junee..... ea eS A REO Ae OUR BRAS 5 1 : Rey , 1 7 a ; 8 
Ka toombaresesrnndevneterescanetncdos 14 12 an Pan ; 1 mat o] 1 28 
ROM PSEY creas tatetese cerita teeta ca cmeee nen 3 Pe bs ; ] ee 3 4 4 
NGEN ah: Serb Aetacnac mee nett Anddonre waste : oe a 1 ne 5 5 
Keuren Harri ceccctnt emanates 4 3 ; Na Ae a i 7 ay. 
d BEY (a) oh reve es pesorioenti os, one tia Reosthocaas 1 ; : re bs ane ae ; 1 ; va if 
Lambton fnew. cas. seeec eae 2 8 ; ; : a. 1 1s , ll : 11 
Fiismore:s sivas secs deecce ees 15 4 “A ee 4 ang F 293 2 As 25 
Lith gow sess ovement an tees 6 ho : 50 2 Ne f 8 : ae 8. 
Liverpool poten een ae 2 5 1 ¥ ee Eps | F 8 sf x 8 
TOF. Ae. oes eee eee ee cece 3 1 ik 4 ; 4 
+ NMedlowabathwr.aeauemennaiene Gaur ae a Fat ] =! ie ] ene : ] 
Merewether .......... A RR ONO AR 3 6 ; 1 eed s 11 ws i. ll 
Mibtacong vicssncumcoctcedete matin en 2 6 ] e 9 1 ; 10 
MolOng itis. ktttesstisncete sae ance 1 a . ih ie : l 
Moree Bic taeen com veinctain nine sear enel one 9 Ca : 9 ee Ae 9 
Morpethiigaresceccamten ces anime neeure ies ] 3 Pe 4 ae aa 4 
Mud geex atiancacsseeconmincrmcneear canes i 5 1 2 ci 2 a 9 
Murwillimiba ipeeenaeeet cmiare: 5 Re a ees ‘ 5 es 1 6 
Muswellbrook 4.446, tc:.0cuseemnes fh 2 i Ae ae ; 2 : 7 ¥ 7 
Nartabrigenecsnneeee ceaeers AC ae 3 1 is 4 Loe |e 9 ae an 9 
Narrandera siveceee eee 3 i} : f a iar 6 oes oo 6 
New castlengidiassaekvecttecomnan. 25) 11 2 36 8 1 45 
NOWYS Sevrucetiad cin cereiie non ener 1 : ; ] ee an 1 
Orange tctacwoee sis esaedene shana 9 1 A = ; “a ] : 1l 1 ' : 12 
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APPENDIX IX—continwed. 


Country Fire Districrs—continued. 


Summary of Localities for 1922—continued, 


1261 


,) | ae | : Cie Drrie | Chim 
| x : j | | Attended| 
Locality, | anehe. Serious. Total Destruction. | To ae vale ig Ms “Attended ee 
) | fren, | slaxuie:|*22e | atad. | Tote 
eine Notin-| Un- In- Not in- Jn- In- Notin-| Un- | Rca | reported | pump 
sured, | sured, | known.| sured. | sured. | known.) sured, | sured. atin ag hore only 
} | | | res. | eet 
|g col igs RR arent PES A eee 20 5 ta i | a uF 9 : Ke 34 2 1 7 
La ice A eee sti 5 1 es ey oy ty 1 , is \ ep a 7 
Port, Kemiblawk... citer. cococceeke ] ; we des vat oe ye : A ] oh me 1 
Queanbeyan .........0065 B ecvoncnosBndGnn 1 af , o : a ] Be oe " 
ASU INU ate hee teats sree ree 3 2 ; Me 2 7 ; fe - 7 
DB ReGWeA climes, co dan ticessctesiacnameseens 1 ; er aus ay 1 i 1 
Rarchimomdiactctesr en shecere cee: a ; 5 a0 ¢ A 1 1 " 1 
Shugletan: .o.s5.cccveccare Ae Boats 2 5 . : f! 56 a 7 
SouthyGwaltoreccwisseieeecncnee pas re “ap ; ie 1 zt , 1 
SUOCKUO DMN RE mit. venir arn ee ne, 7 11 : ‘ — 18 1 : ss 19 
ERMIWOPEL Es scence tees cece eke 19 3 ae 3 1 Aa 26 2 1 a At aD 
EPR ERI eae an ioradcee te Sra tcmaneiTnenetiens 5 1 . 2 aor - 8 ae see = 8 
EROHIORM NE OA eR a os cet tance cherie ih 1 : 4 1 13 , a a 13 
Rentente law tuna san tseeesanrcoateeness 2 $3 Pe Bee : b, a : ae ee ee 
ipo DEST 1) UO, bs et Eo a ee 1 aT : j ot ; ] Re iH 
SPREE Rete RiNoR oon ni sere tescinicestus' ia sis 1 . “ 1 . eS 
weedetlea dears scccneciaaese. esse scene 1 ] “a 2 2 
OTTER OD STIR een anne cs cosas siseecnisee 1 ‘ 1 ] 
EREEP OPIS ioc cdiswreristesercsetes}  O 5 ei 1 1 10 3 13 
WWW C UU a tted ccseccsins we cisaciiusie nace vet 2 sine 1 an ; 3 ; 3 
SU Med IS erI CLM er emo tctelciasteciesaciesivicn bagecs 4 a ‘ ] as 12 , 12 
Bena AMMA eh roeekess orca asegvein-vesovere 8 4 ; : ; : ace E 12 A | 12 
eM EOTEGr hae ees ootees seers on 2 Soe ; * 1 an 3 : : 3 
EST EY a 9 7 : ; * P * 18 ms een 28 
\WU GIST Onn. ie Hea One UREA Ee Oe ae ee aoe 2 7 6 : sc ; : ves 9 1 ; 10 
Wiecbe Wiallsendse: ast dcctdencsacesvacknn 1 ats bi : ee “ ] 1 
Pre learns tas taae crackle ett te enecaceck 5 7 v. - ; bi. F 12 12 
Dy SOMES fy edt eset woo aah’. 1 1 ad oe 2 a 2 ae 
ORO OTN oon doi niacin Cabs yal soit’ 3 : ag F o es. 3 3 
NVaVALOMOs WW OS bil e:.5 snsenopeaammorence 3 xe ne 4 1 8 8 
IW PRIDE. och. c one. ce Re : Fes +: ? 1 1 1 
DE ESOS idan aig RO eC eee aac none ner was 1 a ae nes ‘pe 1 : as Poa 
ORES Sc... sega wad ards sae cae Ae ene eee 4 2 ne Be ae 1 7 ac ° 7 
*The Harbour—Newcastle ......... Be Poe Bre ene si — 1 “a 3 3 
EOtAUR ert caaee 389 | 220 Ben 5 1 : 107 20 40 67 7 6 {820 
— — — a 
* Outside Fire Brigade area, 
APPENDIX X. 
SypNEY Fire District. 
Summary of Trades, &c., for 1922, 
Class of Fire. 
Trades. Slight. Serious. Total Destruction. See 
Insured. ons igi NE Insured. Pace Unknown.} Insured. poe Unknown. 
Agricultural Implement Manu- al dy! nee cers iam eer acon nine monte a aeeeco: saesas ies 1 
facturers. 
PALO Y WiOPKe\e ..cicssitocsnseestesets peer! SBsocree a aes soa: esas seen [se enes veaiae 1 
Asphalt Manufacturers .., Bt. ed" eonnqoe ih MeaconE c re a | <powue : seonae {hk asnnco . none 1 
Assayers and Smelters....... fe Me cerre daoond: |) =peqgag =|) = waded 5 eneins sentiae |! scaptoe 56 uh 
EAWORIONEETS .<+ cdecrscee consounenens ZEW oO reise. OP Stars Ue veseoaa alk tee Faas settee Same tle Mewar 2 
Art-mantel Works ......-.scesees Ne ane ae Rte acts Wea ercre a ul Waase soon, lee wngstanem lanterns’ , oma ere es 1 
PS ASOU Asie sea sastdgenteenipsce essen 10 BE Tl) nescence. Male Soon eeO Ne kanceeowell) easacras. dla haecocens a | mee Bee ead | Meet aee ne: 
ASSL, Sone aGe RD ROE eRe Cee EEOE AGRE 2) Rae Rowan ARs geCO | Miebbeeee. auc erie hi etesss Saeed [ML rdaces 2 
Bathing Sheds..........0+-0se000 vee LAR Seta. eee sevens voeees soeces | saa . 1 
Bedding Manufacturers......... Pes) orn : aetesey, || oretses Ronee! xcotwdac cocoon 4] sségaoge | sane 2 
Biliard SALOONS .dinisacessceeoe 2) oh Ree een, S5bNiGel| MROCRE ‘ ests OC INEEL Bll:  BRBEE Beha || Eat ae 2 
EMU INOUBSEH) vasvestsscoroes corinne 40) alle cede semen munetcaes cones . canoco |) ehopeaee I) Srggecc | 10 
BORGER UL CETS. 2.) ser ageens see Dr Tre aes A i gscise ok al Wear ; RScaee UL BOAeee ‘ 2 
Boat Sheds ........... ABD Se oot ee ; 1 AeA pepbad aekaee Aron 1 eb ts a (Bene a 2 
SOE MHBCLOL Ya rercosiaritosciecee sense 1 beeen eeeses wees Eee car siaee Sx |, Gane Teal eres : 1 


* 10703—C 
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APPENDIX X—continued. 
Sypney Fire District—continued. 


Summary of Trades, &c., for 1922—continued, 


| Class of Fire. \ 


x 


Trades. Slight. Serious. Total Destruction. 


Not 
Insured. 


Not 
Insured. 


Not 


Insured. Unknown 


| 
| Insured. Unknown.) Insured. 


| Unknown.} Insured. 


Bonds eee etek eaten mires aatipad he Tees 1 sOeLEY. Wr mans sos eats 
Bootmeakers 2.02). ,26.50. SAR ANOLE 
Boot Manufacturers ...... oes te 
Hoot Shops esssecseeeeen ecm estes 
Brewers. oeesas ate eines es 
Brick and Pottery Works ...... 
IBridpesuccwewsscsrte. oaoeeecicodnad 
Builders and Contractors ...... 
Buildings in course of erection 
and demolition. 
Butchers ......... RE SEA rere te I 


Te 
sige 
. 

° 

° 

. 

. 

: 

. 

. 


DD lO OP OUD & OU Cuno; Roo ew Oh 


sietece © *] seernea “| “ewtewne fH @ebresien jf) - Wenge) Of Me wesipia@) [ai lubes sie 


pb 
AQoOwe w WH ow 


~ 
or 


| 
wee Rea deeeee eevee eoeeee Pe cccert ailben eteiate ties 
| 
| 
| 


Canister Manufacturers......... 
Carpenters and Joiners ......... 
Carriers..... Re Gukcencuenathe at hee eae 
Ohivtrelies paar. seen cee eee aeeen. tae 
Chemical Manufacturers ..... 
Chemists and Druggists......... 
COLUDS Gta aisc cc eee eee ne 
Coachbuilders and Wheel- 
rights. 
Condiment Manufacturers...... 3 es aoe pee pasties Sagan Seine sccees cadeee of, | Metatene 
COMVOTIES uesctie o-caitin cecRer mec nen nes Al “eat 4 ass eee 
Gorntlour Whaliss f cecsrseeceeech at amortae Pot eS : see if Radice’ mcrae It witeiee : Aree BE 
Coopers ccrincctaeestomesttcs 2 Senne secant Schon conene degiee vedeee Sptieib Schade 
Council Chambers .............. 1 ; 


Dampcourse Manufacturers ,.. 
Dealersn wecnerccstecue entice 
Dentists........ meelicenaehe cutee tir 
Distillers tess. secsecsesaes doriGeissre 
Drapers and Mercers............| 1 
Dressmakers and Milliners ... 
Dyers and Cleaners..,... eres 5 


eorece seetee oeeree eooree peesee oor ree eoenee oeenee 


eeoree seeree eeceee seteee eeeree Pearce seeeee seeeee 


seeee ‘ peseee enenee eoneee peenee eeteee woteee eecvee 


seeee . feeeee seenee seteoe 


—" 
RDF RN O NOR RK = Ree SPREE ow NNR ROR 


onee aeveee veces tenree Oe en aor . ooreee soanes 


NOR eE ea Bee 


HT PFINCEUS cs aetonasissten ewes 
Electric Fitting Manufacturers 
Electric Light Stations ......... 
Electric Power House ......... 
Exhibition Halls and Theatres 


eS 
mem bo tS OO 


= 
er 


Fibrous Ceiling Manufacturer 
Hilm “Merchants sie acuseseoweeses 
IsHMONPOrsiwanensvesesedeoetseuieat 
Food Manufacturers ............ 
reezing sWiOrks cesyscoae traits mia 
Fruit Merchants ........... sevens 
Fruiterers and Confectioners .. 
Furniture Manufacturers, Cab- 
inet Makers, and Wood 
Tarners. 
Furniture Removalists ......... 1 
Furniture Repository ............ 1 soto Si ont’ e a0 nd 
Hurniture Shops less cesteneasus 4 Aeciicoke i esate : HAS oa nome sedbixe ogdiud0 cele hotats 
1 
il 


STOUR et 
OO W = DOR 


a 


° 

; 

~ 

i 

: 
a 


Furniture Warelouse,,.,......... 
HUETIOYS ices ae pticetecenticess heeaee 


Ne hee 


Gas vWOLks : Gerccarcs temo Baan A ates eee dl ta eee Mea Warcodas eh cain bare wines tNcee 
General Merchants ..........00.. 1 

General Stores.......... RAD 2 Btatee oA ae Wad 

Glass Workstscesccnaeeneunenor 8 nati Tihoek h’} eeteee ashes Sebati Sides ienaee HAP RIGO 
Gristine Miia eineccaprescettr as 2 ; : # 
GrOGersowcdeocetne ote orse ren tenee 22 Fad chs ane Salers SOANGD mathe 1 a Nie ¢ seeene 


bo 
wht CO ®Ree 


Hardware Merchants ............ 5 AGH ee ae RIS oe SY pa : soot Soe es 
Harness Makers and Saddlers Fron ete a OS Pcs ley GHGS : 1 Ree. Esters 1 oath ie 
Hairdressers and Tobacconists.. 7f ef f ; 
Hat Manufacturers ......... een Seas eee ake aentiee Dathiee sence eden tier He ee ; 
4, 
I 


Hospitals and Asylums ......... 
House, Land and Hstate Agents 


Ice Cream Manufacturers ...,.. 
Lees Works vrennaee cere pacodoctiass 
IndentPA ronte taste cere peter 
Tron and Brass Foundry ...... 
Tronmungers......... dacaotioch sonic 


ray 
Monte NwrNN Ee 


Be oNhbe 


bo 
iS) 


Jewellers ....... UEC, Satna ees eee ee 


eorece | eeseoe poeree woaree aeeee Poh eee seneee eeeeee 


SUMMARY a areaes, es, 
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SypNEY Fire Districr—continued. 


Trades. 


Slight. 


for 1922 


—continued. 


Class of Fire. 


Serious, 


Total Destruction. 


Insured. 


Not 


Insured. 


Unknown. 


Insured, | 


Not 
Insured, 


Insured, | 


Not 


Insured. 


Knife and Last Manufacturers 
Knitting Manufacturcrs......., 


Last, Heel, and Peg Manu- 


facturers. 
Laundry ..... Gece abtasaisee' es Saou. 
Lead-light Manufacturers sant 


i eather Merchants . 
Licensed Victuallers . stad Sine 
Lime and Cement Merchants... 


Machinery Importers..,........ 
Manufacturers’ Agents ........ 
Manufacturing Confectioners... 
MarblosW orks ..,...... 9-200 


Me ee, 
Merchants and Importers ...... 
Military Barracks secdde 


Motor Ambulances............5.. 
Motor Bicycles.........600 +00 00000 
Motor Body Builders............ 
MI ORBES UB eaaticiiea sxisceinsehsGuiee ses 
INUQHORSGAYA® bi5,scctics wees oices os: 
Motor Delivery Wane ec. 
Motor Garages ............ Ossie 
Motor Importers Se chiscisua setae ness 
EGEGMMUIOLTIOS, 0 o..0cce sures <b cose: 
Motor Tyre Repairers ........... 
Musical Instrument Repairers 
Newspaper Printers and 
Publishers. 
Newsagents and Stationers..... 


MOG GS on, cines erences serawuseuveste ties 


Packers.. 

Paint, Oil and Glass Merchahts 
Painters and Signwriters ....... 
REA TIOL ND UIS ieseeatiissncasaieshecelce! 
Preserved Fruit Manufatturers 
Post and ceeeene Offices 

PBI CORAM cance viranenaslvaniec cea 

Private Dwellings | Rac ananes Bde 

Produce Merchants.. ee 
Puffed Wheat Factory ... paehocc eat 


Rabbit Poison Manufacturers 
ACCCOURSG: .alcchcuse. cesar ethene 


Railway and Tramway Depart- 


ments. 
Residential Chambers .......... 
BR BSEAUPANLG), oo Gace acicescnussatssies. 
pada Olle tsic sere .ccsssiesesne cane 
Rope Works sHachobpan Bae: 
Rubber Merchants ..,........... 
SEHOOIS Sic savers Rarersrace mite Satie 
SchooorvArtsas cosh tees one cs 
Sheds.. aaoddlene Suriea 
Sheet Metal BATS Beth rates 
PRMUEID att van eoaiisi «nalts seca eee Cres oem 
Ship widens. yteeak 
Palp) Chandlers: «2... .s000 cen 
Shirt Manufacturers ..... Recents 
Show Ground ...... Fccvetee somes 
Smallgoods Shop.......... salvage’ 
Soap Manufacturers SecinoeRIe abe 
Bea est ere cae sewtns rata tease event 
PS SRR SER Cerio ciestl see wavineontenea tes 


Stove Makers A BE RCO SE iDee 
BimCOtG AMPS \vcceesees cor seense 


Talking Machine Manufac-) 
turérs. | 

RRR asiee sie gs 95% sve «8.565 

Telephone Exchange ...... 


KOK H pp, 


ee eee 


RB OO et et et 


Nee 


bh DO 
i 


Re BN BREE De ON ee oO whe bt 


seenee 


seeeee 


sebeee 


weeee 


te eeee 


eeree 


trees 


Peron 


eb eee 


teeeee 


serene 


eeeee 


eeeeee 


eeneee 


eens 


veenee 


seeewe 


ween 


eenee 


waeeee 


see nee 


someon 


Penne 


vee eee 


peeves 


erenee 


seeeee 


see ee 


verene 


eee nee 


pee eee 


weeeee 


seeeoe 


Teeeee 


ry 


soeree 


eeenne 


teetee 


we eeee 


veenee 


vee res 


seers 


senses 


oboe 


eens 


seneee 


pe eeee 


veers 


se eeee 


seeeee 


woeree 


eens 


eevee 


eee eee 


eveee 


eens 


ee eeee 


eeseee 


seeeee 


eens 


veeeee 


peeeee 


eeneee 


seenee 


seeeee 


tet eee 


tee eee 


= | 
Unknown. 
veeeee 
“hy 
seeeee 
niela ee A 
oe 
seeeee 
eebeee 
pice ’ 
veeeee 
seco 
senees 
eeecee 
venees 
toeeee 
eeevee 
veneee 
seevee 
neues . 
voeres 
veeees 
seenee 
ase 
om 
seenee 
seenee 
seeoee 
eersaiers 
eeeeee 
aoe 
Roto 5 
a0 
seeeee 
oeeeee 
totes 
eee a7 
o eee 
eagono 
dense 
teneee 
setetets . 
eonves 
eeeree 
nalees 
veenee 
oc 
seneee 
veneee 
naeis's ‘ 
aAGGo é 
seve 
eae 
eeeeee 
Rie 80 : 
peevee 
odode 5 
vee 
teveee 
een 
eevee 
eeeeee 
oe ee 
tet ciate 
Neiniae 
eeeeee 


veneers 


presen 


terres 


Denes 


seenee 


aeeeee 


see eee 


aeeeee 


eae eee 


ree oee 


cree 


onsen 


teeeee 


tee eee 


seneee 


sereee 


eens 


ee eee 


ven eee 


yeeeee 


eee nee 


feenes 


pesece 


seeeee 


feesee 


eeunee 


reeeee 


ewe 


veneers 


eee 


vernon 


Unknown 


eee 


wereee 
teenee 
weeeee 
eeneee 


tears 


eaeeee 


eee cee 
serves 


bonnes 


eee nee 


eevee 


terres 
Deeeee 
tonnes 

pene 
aeons 
peeeee 
eeeeee 


teenee 
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APPENDIX X—continued 
Srpney Fire Distrrict—continued. 


Summary of Trades, &c., for 1922—con'inued. 


Class of Fire. 
Slight. ious. al Destruction. G 
ever ea: g Serious Total struct obese 
Insured. ee Unknown.| Insured. ees Unknown.} Insured. Bala Unknown. | 
Telephone and Electric Light| ..... ‘ 16 eres ated Shee ews action wseines | MaDe 16 
Poles. 
Timber Merchants, and Box 12 54 1 “canon Ate: [> onaee ; DA Pe aces co 5% 15 
Factory. 
Universal Providers ...... Aare 1 cutee. ho ber ‘ Septet | Mare os S| eases ents sida Aas 1 
Unoccupied Dwellings .......... 8 DW idaceacts OMI fetadees Ml melee see Bi SA excesticie | Gamemeaee 11 
Unoccupied Factory ........00.5 Ef sga68 I - pornon os ceive spate teens " as 1 
Unoccupied Sheds ...........0.6 1 1 Resaao lik cabs acces : soeces, ||| iweslsse) || M romajyse unl Mewes 2 
Unoccupied Sheps ..... nedosog abt WW copgont I aden . oppannt IP dagéea. fan ooas 1 AT ewul| w eocoec c 2 
Upholsterers .,......coce0 seeae nes Se ems arene ee cies soe seine venees eicce ) 2ediane | ae 2 
Vacant Land © .ssececccece tecane vert mucins 620 Rat Gh] Glenna Mee Biss | abaatonn oes UAoereene <a eee ; 620 
Varnish Manufacturers ....... 6 ith dio poe ae ooaccee »  SAtnate ily ONad ; esa eal aces <A eee ; 6 
Vehicles aiscinsenes Ps eee ce rton OB NS aaa S| Vieeoes En Ws eee wevece ly. Sasaaee Oabe Lectee stant ieee 3 
Warehousemen .........0-seseeees LO reser Net cedotap IP conse I sage HE i odes : coe el eres 5 1 
Wax Manufacturers .......0... Mar ae AD Tee eR CR ibe k coaseehe «ite LSaaotee he hae Sp si eodaee sl ame sncyze 5 at) eae 1 
IWihstieesscacs Rete wa ahicaisnsl | Mmeeettene 5 a sonet Be cee al eres ; vescos. Bly lectins, Ml UaiRteeee ; 5 
Whisky Distillers. Bap tllrrrae aie 1 ATCC coco. WB. odonco® |e “odtbaoe ND be re eonsda hetncobes ||) soc ; 1 
Wickerworkers ........ccccossseses 0 MeN See Ree al Sam eee : ARAGAD Scev tae a Waa as : a erent 1 
Wine Saloon and Merchants PAROS. Soret sme carat. Soni ae alt “eescce. (ft calc are |. | etre 2 
IWiorkShOpsineseccsnaneistesrem aa. sab tuen' Ge Goodoke lif aarac”~ |Pr doaad Gib lie ceacets Let see ee | eee af 
Woodworkers ........ eel de hee. Sytods Re itiertore | nase | Mop ieee | eee eae 5 Saeed Seen 1 
Woolclassers and Seay) pene Le Rhee ee weekae alll, Retenee, Mal ne te elt Meacaes yall tae Nal. MLseimee nt Manne ‘ 1 
Wool Stores ............+ ae sioune ser 4. MR oe, aml Pe gener ge |pabaMyateahe sates ; sacaaye | BScoa ane el sees 4 
Wool Scourers...... ak Reetieeet 1 ae Seu 8] | peel lL ieso ne Pen aes Ore it ae PPR Ee MI Paicsssc 2 
(Wards. Broccinescutencuescs ta tharec oammavotes | 3 ce atte Han ao Ne an 3 
Total ea tcnenccciat eee LS FARSI ie Bivecee Oa eee : sp 46 Y Be et ci 58 
Country Fire Districts. 
Summary of Trades for 1922. 
‘ ss be eee s 2a ee ee : —— 
Class of Fire. | 
Trades. Slight. Serious. Total Destruction. E Gas 
Insured. / oa ay eae Insured. | ae “Caiknown, Insured. vet “Unknown, | 
Bakers and ea Fert te OM asske ge! aiadtite ae IS nae ie eer 1 560080 onion 10 
Band Stands. seeamieeeee teres 1 Eee Nea ro, MUR Peet, Sec cant are to Elo Retna Wesel eet. eed 1 
Ban KS Baits cece ccctieecsutes eecee 2) Sa oh eee aim ee frosted Meee eae eae tee wee ton! alt Clase nse: Aull leseeeee aah eee 2 
Bicycle Shops ..... : ses UD ace Ne cine Vl eecs tere Mm Cec’ ect 500 jeekoa 1) Gadeties 0 1] negra i 
Billiard Table Mannfactin rer3... De see See UN GO ctee UII Tewieee, doe iiss Site Mal Mc cacsttescttial Meneses at] aime attests en mn tet ean 1 
BlackemiGhsis..c.cc-snensetease re 2 Bes El Meso tes li SRBeec ies diene cee t tl Mgmeorene Wie 2 
Boarding-houses ....,...:.0+ss0.8- OP | eemacen so bmecisobnt | Ate coebee pepe hetcoenee vl 2aaae gies 10 
BootsMuakers ae .cesecesstes 3 Le vtec mnt cergwerets Pha Gdees:, AI) theses ave jee kl Meee 4 
Boctishopmeciee ace aie ES” Ih tea Seeccamy beac : Rodos saber BOORC 1 
Broom Manufacturers... ...... ie eed Seca dames cm | mec Fi sueane a ieetuae Tile hease (as) Angee 2 
BottlewMerchantsiares eres eee-culmeeerene LOG eemracp en sagen lulcs siete Meta ses cages. MU gaceseat Nae ; 1 
Brick Yards sacecatetcscetes Reet Gaerne BU si eee ee ee oe Aes Eee e en Lhe Sheicthe i. wocten 1 alse ; 2 
Bridges .. = stale Meee tet 8 eves Me naan 404 itl Reeser cores einai 8 
Builders Ant Contractors’ tn eneore 2 Eaters ose Me katate le toassdd y be sondoo iitues 2 
(Butchers on cencteeteaiasc cee 4 Be Ae) Ban eis |i a tL pee tee AE A ‘ 1 AYE! aiascccs 5 
Carpenters and Joiners ...... errr ee epocts ily eiadn eal Races re Heh |Weeoromeme im ebcroe: Pe rasduc® IP soos i 
OAarriersincsariesarimecrieemns apne 1 ATI rere | meetritscde: i doficnen le ote Mee eect I oacss 1 
Chemists and Druggists ...,..... ae Bl ervaine MEAS oanroG, Il), sodedd! lh —obriceue =| —ctctoon Oe er oncce We .ocanc: 3 
Churches Secccac. ee oe 4 2 BAT Ne tes ak nh ie cerice lime conde fe a 6 
Coach brildersi asus een eeere PE eh ete Ps Aner, » low epsom ee ae seep ben nan ees i 2 
Cordial Manufacturers ........ Sy a Recker oan leer arne Camel Peciares Hy apOnGD eccevh WAP lesen é aS b 
Council Chambers .............8- | pe! WW Aader MIT Ree coe imal aiiertet Sel mtve cee APL lip eerie nel nagar “o> Ae 1 
Dairy: scacteetins oe brdonousetcenosiotale aeonc UW popac Ao lie eeathap Santo | ih dado vee ve mage i 
Dealers... Peacoat cnet NM aketert tare IC, yay liwch a ecm. a Meio wee tenia aves ABE it 
@entiste racer eer ees vee! 2 ol ae eee Be HY Ubecs aceon tes ee cus taty Males seek Ell aude awe 2 
_rapers and Mercers ............ Sa limensn sco I agecan Bhan, "ose ca cesiose i Sebieg alle” memare 6 
Dressmakers and Milliners...... 2 Neveu lapteattes kt Miewctre ee cee A Lis sia rail “paeeannlc ote ill ne erate F 2 
Electric Light Poles ............ eos 2 See reise AS ibe caopsane eh Sage Moat, . ||, duce . ves 2 
Electric Power-house ............ 6 SUM Fk steely Soot Bean ae se UER | nese male Geer ce Ragas 7A 
Hngineers :cc-25 <coareguets sete), Mee 1 tae, SU mrocawtete Seoos | cec\ana Busts acs : 1 
Exhibitions, Halls & Theatres. iW Fi a ae eee ed aA NG cd 6 Wael mit reat hae? 3 16 


_ ii 
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APPENDIX X—continued. 


Country Fire Districts—continued. 
Summary of Trades for | 1922—continued. 


"Class of Fire. 
1 Slight. Serious. Total Destruction. Grand 
ades 
= 2 | Total, 
Not : fr Not 1 ; ot 
Insured. Tmsaecd Unknown.| Insured. Thenreds _ [omnown Insured. Tsnreds [eminown, 
WP ATING| seus ccsesisycn canes Spaoriccaeeal| anes 5 Set | Hencercten it mace ES dh aa pOREE veal ine Neoe 2 naeees 


Flour Mills ........ : 3 seisan iia 
Fruiterers and Confectioners 8 secret |) leer f aenieeee ile aeutee's aire Digee |b eee. Caee eee, ; 
Furniture Manufacturers ...... 4 

Furniture Warehouse ......... i 


— 
He POWs 


(EAS WOPK EE conch cra rans Sokte cous ce ti aciites Khe Olly mecmancee gt IBERARS ‘ Reena Nerians Apaccc  M o engeae ; nearer 
General Stores ..........ecee0s+ ane 
General Merchants ..............: 
GOGEISi cs Rare ccinicesvancuse’ cenaen 


— 


or 
: 
— 


Hardware Merchants ........ Ses 
MTSE ba lSGe Seiacc dois vars sede tcen 
In GT AES Bane Sncnaanon cabsconadape 


See oF Oy 


3 
3 
4, 
Hairdressers and Tobacconists AMER sea hates ccna Ciacchame le asians nee canes Sapane. ial) Baber : 
al 
1 
1 


Tce Cream Manufacturers ..... , 
ron MON Gerse sec deceee covers saineseos 


1 

1 
WEWELOUBE a cectcces cexcownens steers: 1 1 eres SORCEE. Pil \agd woo Tlll eicomener mall Pawnee Peete, wien vcicae 2 
Licensed Victuallers ............ 28 
Pimie Merchants ........¢ 000.04: 2 
BURRS ESTE! con ccgeosisesnteeseesn)  ssecee cqaac® |e tanacebe (i) fee aise he Bee siscieeis anode vee oe 1 
VENA CSW AM eoias ce ee isatee cues mie Hee kes aes ates el) OWN be steticts wih eee eee ile ae Shee Pl ccna Be Wt watechs Fidel denaes ‘ 1 
VEO GO TED USIMs os voswe sry caucion sinevon a soi 6 i apie a 
MUIGLODLORTS. sctenecisniareelaes cae ee te ity 6 dantak will) ERRboe me cases Ziel cee ‘ asuieee 20 
Motor Garages... .....scse001+ on 12 1 1 aS 4 
MEo tore Orr yew race: tere cctsveceners 3 1 4 


Newsagents, Stationers, and 1 Seel Thomi lM icons omen tenosnct 30604: pogionn Aone A sdeedee al eden : 1 
Fancy Goods. 


Newspaper Printers and Publishers 2 "|| ebec GO) ceo soo | Wencosace® ll a Gane Ma |ime isos heres soeres eevee 


ON Ca cncan cern hah eestaee vas Qe ee eae Hail) Been sean | eaters Seamed omTCeeY On | Mere om ; RA cham | pereerc 


bo ew 


Post ie Telegraph GUTS: sageal ge peeed Ibs Silo Gaatecn™ | Sgaetar oll" donee covioo |i osmeac Beth ¥) soddo2: 
PrintOrss sje. +. “Gano chp vofipestee ee ae) sccease al W genigad all Sippace oo |) sooner Sooo, «il! asqeno 8) ads ce | cdnogee 
Private Dwellings eR Mrtasea..| 0) LOS T'S) gem yzeencs osdado tll nunge. | SEAR 63 Nets lll’ Loses 
Produce Merchants...........6... Cane) ale ear sense, Wil Rajon : arc pnioda 1 shes fants 
Pumping Stations ...... 4.0... néocnt 1 Soonec sgotdo || adder pet eeepc agoaot Hl saneee : satiaes 


bo 
ree 
rm OUST bO bs 


— 
— 


Railway and Tramway Depart-| ...... 11 sla dese voases veuees BSE Ube Schiee Blech oe : 
ment. 
Restaurants ........., Pes taes thasers a ge sy) Ua eae | Bae : bah OF spite 1 ncbioas sabbae 


Saddle and Harnes3 Makers .. fica iP Rae Ee ‘ Sonate Mah Mecoher Sean ices ; 1 veeane ace 
MOMOOIBsstasenseeoaves pry Sn eS Ae Wer : Life all, Aap ucla seen ada Mee ccttes Sete REBAIGC CN, MCE A) Aa) Saees 
School of Arts ... Sanaa J 

SIABGIEY 7k BRR ORE Seer nsce 1 Reaiece 

Ships. pert Batmoct re oncnaer 2 Eater hares : are acs wean: 
Show Gecnide ecreem cst erae nes 2 O06 nests BoC 
pe OMCeIe VAN Sarcie. os sccecc aan || siemens 2 SGorch: I) potedoo ail" doumgn 81]: cope 1 rons ressee 
Small Goods Shops. neeecizes ¢ 
Smelting and Refining Works. 
Stables ....... 5aadhe 
Stock and Station “Agents. res 


w 
mon: 

i) 

—" 


Tailors TYEE eT ERR Y ee ery 2 ceeeve . beetee Veezen I Smenewn eeeeee voovee ooo 00 peeeee 

SU 24 Byes ela Prorecodnerccoorbonvecd |, eooane 1 nae aeaees : 

Timber Merchants, Saw: ‘Mille, 7 DX adc eae ee: ill mice 3 Bh RS er Ae 
1 


e DD bo 
—_ 
lll ell eel) la hor bo NRE NMONWN Ee Ob w 


Box Factories, &e. 
ERG sm tbs yee cacty cx sousctesetean| as clee 


Unoccupied Dwellings ......,.., 10 2 encore soveas |) ota § |). sconce 6 1 coerce 
inoeeupied Hotel Aijc0 accereniie oecchcie lmeccter : 700 600 aronep |) doose c pctinod 1 nist ee reanee 
Winoccupied Shops’... .ccccssencasl seeker 1 roLnine gatete “I mesuot rector seers acco . || Maecaan : 
(UCL) BUS e? Sapo nonshiodaceoccacst OA Capea SceOaC stoutip’ ills Bore f SearnG eal ReDSEE Seed basa 


— 


EVRCATIDELIATC ays. ceieactcubermiehenll eesnes 123 vats BCuRe veeliae cofpac * i], wadusc venues saves 
Veterinary Infirmary .. eanme da 1 anaes Beer) eeOeD an. heater acre Peete wewtee encont 1 


_ 
bo 
i) 


DVVIITATIVOS ae aee ereraine aatetne veteeerts semsicD A odoean seatece PPO codes Tp aadoee cote eek 4. 
BUERLUSLLOBA «adesweccacensatiemerrenl) eevee Tike erin paar sees Tos PML ties cw se lim Seetae ranees 1 
NWVMTCOLWIIONES |, cs es0scdncinetvecseel | ves ee : sca. Nl), aolasnee aes peeteee nOO LEC Tee esto - tense 1 

3 


PEREGO arth chontersesseeiandeuaaell versus Bee Gere SOC, « I tare Repose |e seas ic Seascale eae cones i 


Total te) \eseeeceeees 385 220 eoeree 3 1 oovese 107 20 peeeee 740 
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APPENDIX XI. 


Sypngy Fire Disrricr. 


Hourty and Daily Summary of Calls for 1922. 


pe | eae a es el eed ee eae 
Hours. = = 4 I z S E | $ Hours. = Ete s Z = 5 £ 
oT ea el ge ae) ee le|e| 2124) 3a 

ASM weal ieee 8 3 9 3 7 7 6 PFs Wh Sano fet say 28 26 23 13 17 19 22 | 148 
55 Se Neca 10 1 6 3 1 6 6 33 a Dee 28 13 19 24 16 14 32 | 146 
‘3 Saw sass 4 1 7 if 3 4 3 29 is alae 20 16 15 20 16 17 25 | 129 
5 r, aaa? a 5 2 1 33 1 ] 20 ea A aici 24 20 21 32 16 14 95 | 152 
ie Disacinse =o 4 2 ] 43) 2 4 21 Re LOR So OR! 24 16 23 23 12 2 24 | 144 
EROS «5 4 7 a ec Rl 8 ig ea tioe ee eas 15} .19| $11 .19/ 10| 8 | @3 \ag5 
= its £8 4 7 1 1 7 4 1 25 AS Oo eeaca 11 29 18 27 13 18 16 | 132 
aS Oceans 5 5 3 10 5 4 7 39 SS Sorcnse 20 17 20 10 17 20 24 | 128 
FA Ooi 7 10 ll 6 § 9 8 59 AA D Mass 11 17 18 12 11 15 BO) Wah) 
EL et 14 15 12 16 14 9 16 96 Bs ack Oates 11 a 8 9 14 9 9 7 
Saha. b baaeee 29 18 16 it 12 21 14 | 12) ay eal asec 10 2, 12 16 17 1] i 75 
So) we ae 10 7 i 3 3 elon 7 46 SDR < 25 zl 26 20 19 20 257) Slbo 

Total 105 83 | 76 66 fp 80 77 | 558 Total ...|. 227 | 208 | 231 | 225 | 178 | 187 | 261 sbi 
CountrRY Fire Districts. 
Hovrty and Daily Summary of Calls for 1922. | 
Peieeere ee) See lel el ele, a 
Hours | 3 F | 3 2 ? | 3 z £ Hours. 3 S 3 ¢ + = E £ 
| | ‘a »- ° o 3 » : 

AO, Bere BY ae oo a a o0) eek ee 5| 90) 4] 10| 2) so; ae 
Rls hed Ti *S i) 3B Ge Ye ed he 2 Men Been ee s| 91 61 6) 4) 32a 
ae Decanen 7 1 6 2 3 Pleo es, 229 tae ahaa. 4 % 4 8 2 6 7 36 
ee Wet O08 He BN 63S Gee ee ae ale ep dees Ged eee 4} 3/1. 6]. 9) 3) 6aegamee 
a entice 2 7} il 5 1 2 2 15 re Os eee 6 3 4 Ta ag0 6 2] 34 
On Goes 1 2 4 1 1 chee ale dl Rn Scenes 4 6 10 ii 8 5 9 49 
ao ne todas Deere (ae Me a Pet Re Pe esi h Ch he 4} 9) 97 <6} S718 area 
Be ee Se hdd od BRD od ea ag aes ee eee 5) 8| 61 9) 4) S54) ee aaa 
Ga res. 8 ee Be sO Fe 98 HD Ga enn aed 5| 12| 12) 121 8} 09" Spas 
as LOR oe 4 5 5 9 5 1 3 32 ie EL Oster 5 7 2 4 5 3 9 35 
Bs vtelilieen ccs 4 3 6 7 5 2| 6 33 Rie mle ean 6 i 5 5 5 4 9 41 
Eom o.: @ BilcsiBy ok Ba Ghig Sone ae diene Bere ceed 61 7) Ba Bs ee 

Total 50 | 40 36 | 47 38 27 37 | 275 Total 62 | 84 72 90 63 72 | 102 | 545 
APPENDIX XII. 
Sypngy Fire District. 
WERKLY Summary of Calls for 1922. 
Ghia Chim- 
Chim- Chim- 
Week. ieee ney Fires. wit Total. Week. alae oo Fires. a Ad Total, 
ires. Engine. ires. Engine.|" 

' Ist, ending Jan. 7...) 6 BOTS cee 28 | 28th, ending July 15 ...| 5 1 9 Bor 15 
Gol Bas ore 14h 38 17 Wes Al Doth =. St 202 7 2 | 21.4) aca 
Sed Paes) eles 16%) 1.9 A S0th, ae eee i | | 
so) Oe ea Jeres e Ol -Miteee 23. 1 Bist | 47 Bus. eo see a 18 < 22 
5th 99 of eG. oO, 26 abil oer 29 Sip2nd .s Pay Aen ae gs te 17 ies ity 
@th fy, Sh) I 18 EO i ee al ee men Sam ees 1-38 2 | ae 
th bust) een Meee 14 ae 1 1908 4] Bath Se ae Be ge 1 | 338° ee 
Sth oy, as, 2B a gh a Gl Pe eR hag ne keen, ee in cal aeiere nem 1 | 32 
9th ,, March 4...) 4 15 fie th 19 SD geen eo 8 eo eo 
10th an et 1 hs 4 30 AA 34 37th a3 Oe a LO ee 5 5 4 1 15 
llth ap Ae Laie 6 37 ee 43 388th . R53) tO peer aL 50 20 ait 31 
12th an 5A 25 ] 45 ne) Baal 39th My aye Ue 5 Me 16 oats 21 
13th pee EMIOTL oe ne BL) ; 43 oe 53 | 40th TOC UAC IN ace 6 aa 25 1 32 
14ih Pet te i ee 61 a ang Gl hist 4 CAF) vata ON 1 | 80 1 eee 
15th A ns TS sat 5 ve 82 aot 87 42nd 53 of ML el eeO 5a 35 ae 45 
16th a “5 22 3 Hi 63 tee 66 | 48rd as Baa eee 6 wee 23 as 29 
Vithy Pee, ecm. tenor. 1 | 86 ee Ra tah se a ee hee 
18th’ | ,,-)%May'’ 66 4) 4 118 ee or a) aathepe baat Salinas om aes ape 1 (| So 
19th yy) MR ORB a 1 8 io A] geht 9 A i I eal eee a eee 
20th ys) ys) BO Goad 1 a” I BL er ee aed ee ee od age 
21st “ . 2 ae 4 os 16 i 21 48th an) MDec eRe vee 7 1 57 : 66 
22nd) 55) une 18s, He ad 17 1 22 ral AOU wen. mane OZ df afi 20 ae 27 
23rd Sn Ge eel Oe 5 15 ae ZO 50th 3 a 16.4 6 aus 33 m1 39 
24th ck, Ai, Mies hee 14-735 7S) ge 1 et on eee amare 1 eo . | 46 
7) a a ee 13 ae a 2: Ge ae eS. Gate aie oe BOF 250 
26th » July Lee 7 1 25 1 34 tee) 
27th % “3 Shoe. 5 1 12 18 Motel Sao. gieenck 291 14 {1,753 12 | 2,070 
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- APPENDIX XII—conttnwed. 
Country Fire Districts. 


WEEKLY Summary of Calls for 1922. 


Chim- aca 5 im- gies 
Week, Pe bes ney | Fires. | Yi? | Total. Week. et ney Fires. | Wipy | Total. 
Fires. Engine. | ires Engine. 
Ist, ending Jan. 7. 1 12 ; 13 | 28th, ending July 15...) 2 | j 5 é 7 
2nd ne a a ] 14 ne 15 f- 29th * Has eee vlaah soe , 12 a 12 
3rd “f SD ie mel gees 12 : 12 { 30th = ia 20 were nea Un ise 4 1 5 
4th i Sr CBee j 11 ll 31st Fee PNR SRE seh we 9 Wie 9 
5th a tks he da 2 10 12 | 32nd 8 eet he ee ee L 10 I 15 
Gth a eg eee 2 21 Ja | ord 5 ce al oe 2 ii 16 a 19 
7th 3 hal Da io et eta 14 14 | 34th 3 Re eel Ueeee one 1] via ll 
Sth ES Se 8 Oe a 2 T 9 | 35th Hop SEES oa wept Ol dae me 5 2 7 
9th jm aMaricet:. 3 10 13° § 36th is A ats 1 : 15 nr 16. 
10th < Leal (pth hoe 11 : ll 37th ‘3 ans LO cet 3 10 ef 13 
11th 3 io tale I oe 17 5 17 | 38th 3 AB ales ll 3 6 
12th ne 3. 20} 2 22 : 24 9 39th AS ee 7 2; 4 , 6 
13th ee cousin) Ale es 26 Gy 26 # 40th nan OGE 78 2 ll 13 
14th . 3: Se ] 19 cs 20 § 41st ; Gente tas >} 24 ; 25 
15th 55 PF muk Wc 1 1 16 ] 19 § 42nd 35 eal Diao 16 18 
16th - Weems 2 Dine: 1 37 ee 38 § 43rd i, 0 28s 2 8 10 
17th - Spe CONS 1 16 : 17 | 44th awe oe Noves 42. a 19 19 
18th a Nay 206 2 10 12 | 45th 55 ae Lies 2 18 20 
19th _ a on 2, 1 18 ; 2) 46th 3 Hoy ete) aoe 4 26 1 31 
20th A SMO RealG ans ll F 11 47th i 5g BO 2 18 : 20 
21st <3 ee a Lees ue 12 Me 12 7 48th Ame LSC y 2 2 34 36 
22nd RUMEN eo: seal ets 10 2 10} 49th 3 3 oe 2a) 5 7 
23rd 3 Senet O x 2 uf ; 9 § 50th is a Loe 2 13 15 
24th 3 Fant cele 2 i i! : 8 | dist % he Zoo} 2 22 24 
25th RS ee ae 1 Se ois oO ae 6 | 52nd 8 wn OL Ara} 51 52 
26th a uly ff u ae 9 i 10 | —— 
27th $ 35 2 J 7 I ll IE OUI BME tes svc cencasees 67 6 | 740 7 | 820 
APPENDIX XIII. 
SypNeEY Frere District. 
Montuiy Summary of calls for 1922. 
} set | . sae eso 
Chimney Fires. Class of Fire. 
Attended ; 
Months | False with Attended Slight. Serious. Total Destruction. 

7 |Alarms.| Engine, with Grand 
| and hand Total 
| pe panien ae insured aoaeny Unknown. | Insured peer Unknown.| Insured eens Unknown. 

fires. 
DUOIY, vreeacerans dues? 21 Mek epsaree 53 29% Lae 2 5 nh emercrre 3 Ho, | =hacttoat 109 
Bo@brularyi..icace. ds. 14 1 1 55 Diba l ewer os act 5 vel wReeone 2 voi ae sees ‘ 96 
Mar CIY. Seccmncanssese clas POS ON eek a ae 88 i ee. te Fy a Leeson 5 woul We oenecne 175 
PARDEE ios tsresies one vss eh. Gli ee ee ! BIST oO aera: 1 Rill fenccee é 3 <r Sita vanes 27. 
INU Ai coisa cas car ser acles 20 2 1 68 Dl AE prea ae ae ore 6 camnlPe aaeeres 118 
RP UUMMG eras gine sleaistotea otis 18 1 if 50 NO ee estiae ve a peter 4 ah 91 
ab Tali eemrares faints sect 7S el ae aS 5 39 Lh Neer ie ie urceces 5 ee Feapesarisole 89 
UUM De antasvialve #5 15 3 2 81 Bt ot. acer 1 Pay ereeaccs 3 AoC seca 138 
September ............ 31 fleece 49 TS ts aces es 0. ll -..catbae 4 Epeeayltercisacot 108 
WetOber pisces: ceccastes 38, 2 1 93 82h cat 1 Me hey tations 5 Le Bakes 228 
INGVEMLDER si cecccer ens 34 1 1 113 LPG nee, 5 2 fel | Speers 4 Sagiy OE Saas 270 
DACEMbEr oc <.ncee: 35 fi 1 LIOS 2247 re ee teeeerll aaataoss + BP herent % 380 
Total 1922.5... 291 12 Ta OES ee 1 Om Noes. cee : OS ee lassen Ue adaneaiee 46 (aa Papen 2,070 
1D oy Aa 256 10 ae Rey Uo Te hee LW ode | enone j 34 (5 eal ee rhe . (1,385 
Country Fire Districts. 
Montuty Summary of calls for 1922. 
Chimney Fires. Class of Fire. 
Fal post Attended Sligh S 1 t Teel. 
wi ight. ious. Total Dest ion. 
Montlis. Ringe: Engine, eros ta g er.ous ota estruction Total. 
cae hand- 
repo um = 
as house Only, Insured, Not q,| Unknown. Insured aes Unknown. | Insured ee eEE. Unknown. 
ARLUGEY cetnascvvens nse: Sa ars rerteth| To Googe 26 AE Tn 1 aieoeter 10 2 
WEDLUSLY <ccractsess erases 6 cannes? «lig scanen raps hg a emer rae liens sree 15 1 
IMP ase eai centers cise Oo itv easens. Weeemeey 45 ee ererees sae MIP atarnt 12 4 
Jalgoysill Sage gonpaenarpecee p omeine as 1 4] AGB peer sare We csi: eee tee eeatate 6 3 
LENG patestlac este ests Seance 4 1 1 24 Ta getraes) hs ose,” Clay eae ueteas as 14 1 
BUC tenon es ssuee ef os 4 1 les 
LINEN Sige ee cere pnpeenan bees 4 1 1 
PAUP USC anccessennves: 5 2 sie 
September 9 pt 
Oh if 2 
November 8 3 
December g 2 
Total 1922 20 
Do Tz 


1267 


1268 
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APPENDIX XIV. 


SYDNEY Fire District. 


ComMPARISON of Calls from 1912 to 1922, inclusive. 


Calla 1912, 1913. 1914, 1915. 1916. | 1917. 1918. | 1919. | 1920. 1921. | 1922. 
eats z Mra TIN ek aes |” ae! le a 
Kalsetalarmsiteeaaemnntectect: As Pier Goa 163 | 170 185 | 178 157 159 203) neZon 273 256) 291 
Chimney calarma acu scscetcmneien ccm vt 37 28 31 4] 25 38 29 31 31 24 26 
Fires; slight). cong, sussgssesaeemercrercer tees 950 | 1,327) 1,117 | 1,803 861 844 | 1,523 | 1,421 | 1,002} 1,049 | 1,691 
is WeMOLLOUS Eecartesntee aetna ene 22 16 12 3 11 5 6 10 13 17 9 
ss etotal destruction mecacercnics } Ba 47 42 60 42 44 31 oT, 31 39 53 
Toba lin. wetecaeccees teansonee ete 1,209 | 1,588 | 1,387 | 1,585 | 1,096 | 1,090 | 1,792 | 1,720/ 1,350] 1,385 | 2,070 
Country Firr Districts. 
ComPARISON of Calls from 1912 to 1922, inclusive. 
Calls. 1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. | 1919. 1920. 1921, 1922- 
False alarms........... ee rem iA el 16| 21, 29} 47) 50| 45| 70) 63) 454 Seog 
Chimney alarms ........06 SRT aRaT EMER oT 40 35 23 25 28 298 Pai PAI 16 13 
Firot, slight .0.c.:csscres cree Lan aeaeaeta eee? 528 | 512 | 498| 636 | 408 | 414] 579] 585 | 381 | 402) 609 
Ah ESOTIOUM Mecaimeccnenetee SAmaarntanurenet 4 3 9 10 5 6 3 3 | 4 2 4 
»» total destruction .......... Statuntanse 1474) 9143, 22 a7, 12 82 81 |} 104 63 79 2127 
Motaleset Me staterece Daan 722 | 719] 693 | 843) 560| 575 | 761) 776| 514 | 561) 620 
APPENDIX XV, 
Sypnzey Fire District. 
Summary of Causes of Fires for 1922, 
Back-fire..... wage hedebuniecaenven oleae Be ec 66 Matches, rats at ..,... Scand eae née ve ace tae Renee Ree 8 
Beeswax, fat, botting 0 over of Seb Sdoo00 ubodgenantiobcuatacooaan, es Molten glass 212 ..0s00seeses soe sesaus v9sge0 cee ueh seinen 
Blow lamp .. Seccoond0 oA cotnnS ZuOCOQanONND ssaNohcocsceea0D NaN ce ob pele vali. neces. anaiiverenRaetesenals + sso | 
Burglars.. SBURDED On a0bG,. coup adan nsoo ton caneddouduse Paanaoare 45 Oil, boiling ovev Of--..-.-.c.s«.ersresces cessor ee teen ues ea 
Burning rubbish.. ReCeCHdaLcELEcuicuotidanenssosadodcaGeduccdaaay Lbs) Overheating of bath heater .. Soeou eRe it PGA 
Bursting of retort . Aer SeeSNE eee ce lars sneer uectal soeecaene sta erees eupeeO 3 boiler yesereoe eres Pe occo isco) 
Candle ..... Seca ar canaen DS eRON suaeean eelesen en secns + we) i ATYIDE TOM... s.c2s.5ceceae neater eee 
Chemicals .......04. cerileduoviasiienresteetadse ances eon: * CXHAUSE, < ccicccse be vos veriees (eee eee e amen 2 
Clothing in contact ‘With flame ..... Aion ob asaseanoondeekonsccso® _e 55 LOTQO so, reson sa ease eer 1 
i lectrical: Ws..ceucess nba Senter Teed tite Seunoencctoeneeen ace eoees 70 firewood ......... Seach RAPP ooo odo sub iN 
Blectric i iron, overheating of oe Jactrapubeoneosattds hom h + TWO “ica veurscceareuess soa nsetteren Reena ; ao 
Film in contact with flame ...............85 tes orcas pL a LUTNACE ,,, .cascecessccne sac coseet (tee 
Fire, careless use of ............ 008 Coerenscin cee hence AS ~ incubator ..... sasusestea encase ster NO 
no. Erato; Celeckive sacs sasascederbessracanne tee eaee Raw, 25 Ss Kiln yasoes Senses coenee ane cee sees 25x60) anni ay mE 
yy» place Ns POACHED CUSE EO HA IORNO 0 aN aie at aye MACHINGLY (heise seers sane Fe 1) 
Wireworks vogeseisieccssccevoveceneoneeentie ere ee ae vee it 3 BtOVE OF OVEN «42.005 socinesveeiserere Deen nme 
Flue, defective vies. aaiscendamansmaosanontet ar ae eases oO VilcanizeP ames sercu ecm 7 en 
51 (OWL yuvdtcenuanvecnonsee cvetines cates tossecmetetateabomenen cen mG. Patterns in contact with mould ...........08 o teca: 
Frictions c..: ea Ueemniscenanieescdieces scence: eerie ee. Phosphortis @hensentadtes scence veteenreeses iisieveneneeee aseeeens 1 
Gas bracket nag accca sans queuesautreoeaseenin tts semseeecseeeremean RO Smoking tobacco.. PEE ERC o80.000 00 cou ac pas) 
»» escape of . Naz dle ole Mita) Sober cla slede eos osaroeslenets aa ceieeticemte sme OH Sparks from adjoining flue Perreeeeooecescdndprcseaccce 
,, fittings, dstectiya = baeieee oe THe Kitna hand ayes 8 s another fire ........ =A bh 
es heater, overheating of . ceraee 1 oF bath-heater ....csescssmceseemehevacere canna 1 
ae : Ldctinsenabceosnacttccda ed 3 Dborlerss, 5... ..ccceeeneee meet ceer tenes RR oo sricit 2 
¥ etove, ‘overheating ore aye 3 fF fire af ! Rotts 46 
Hot ashes eo) Yet ac ee oe ee Sie ales 5 UO we ame cee tans saree cae cece 10 
Incdridiarisin | 2; shcsapenseatsces pas vs auein waar ene emer Sesh e asses - POPGO Be suis sss cae the een cree eee FADO NOLGOS 
Kerosene Heater, defective.........0.c..ccsectoacee vaovenvecsesess 1 ;, FULNACE saisacaes son ont havi bios oan pen 
i Lamp, upsetting of ........ . ; 2 locomotive .;.. sca. tveysines, sauce eget nan 
A js | Gitelesstw6.0f ©. aii. Gan tese Ree eget. ane Spirit Lamp, upsetting of | a0 Pe scasnant, 
‘- go? CXPLOSIOH OF ons sousns donadsossecaneMonoes.+ hes 7 Spontaneous Lo nibiOM' se... sas neeed se seae teeta eeeee eee 8 
stove, upsetting of........... tienda tena tenemecee sane tee il Jar, boiling over of........... PRR AA enicaonconcccas ascestna3 31 
Light thrown down wlaetaee! cll tea SS comPPaPEA aE 712 Unknown ; ale cb sce esarhion a 
Laghtaing 27.) sasivevacsuneceadgeders wwe suds tt. Ahem ee ee o 6 Vapour of spirits in in . contact with flame Acie rca cad onlusttis se mmmIY 
Lime, slaking 0£522..54,,.0a ae toecussec eet ae eaeeonis 10 Varnish, boiling over Of ...see.seceeee 1 
Machine, bursting of... Ectevtnireatss'nsnres dicaateacameeme resets il aoe 
Matches, careless use of | Eo te: arr aera Total vac jalieceeeaee tery ois: vas ven 


5 children playing with 30 


Seereerie Epragncdesbcctnacndgdon, 624 
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APPENDIX XV—continued. 
Country Fire Districts. 


Summary of Causes of Fires for 1922. 


Bath-heater, explosion ORs epieckeh seas yancsducaskcees poevoiaavere (ok 
Back-fire .. : aiacces es Recpiucrsnescetme LO 
Beeswax, turpentine, “fat. &e., boiling over oe SOS ORATOR we) 
Burning rubbish ......... Riedie ccsnnce coacccetccontsacaeees Antes | 
Candle ......... Gugtasiwesceeruatesertassehustceneecsecancceecce sues cusses 18 
Clothing in contact with flame............ soc ; 5 
Electrical ....... Weeuccnravsenebicictesecensises ces 17 
Fire, careless use rf See sl eae a aieonses 7 
Fireworks eee PeaniedU rea tosis wenctecees A Aicooe  R 
Flue; defeotivet x2... .c.cs<<+s ees Renee vac eae sr aneticommenebecstiese reo 
Ou mao siee SAIS seacoos | Ue 
Friction of machinery Sonupcbenoccetaaticas Sisoeont 2 
Gas bracket.. See Ee Me te PCE E SERENE Ok He oSEEe: 1 
» escape GENIN Me we ee Aduodecseesnde anon 1 
»» fittings defective ......cccccsesseccessoscoorseceseee savseres — L 
SPMETIULG Ue. swayntattstes Srccedonenes cotneeitenconstieetecscneassne ce 1 
Hot ashes........ AONE Rep oec an See EEG Ee Leta Be eont iene 8 
Incendiarism ............ decerestieslqaetinsencesetacieesccens 3 
Kerosene lamp, careless use of....... dobetraucccsaunccnaas i 
a » upsetting of ........ EPR = Bro ht cr Senet vse an 

a BSE CXDLOSIONE Olisserestcstineciese-tninececasence 3 

As stove, of fs eSB acasoin ge 0 asnads «ler 
ight Ghrows Gown oc; c.cccsr.tssedecasedceces eee Accooos tkela 
Lightning BP eapsenemteciwarcerac cesses ses see 2 
Lime, slaking of.......... PERUB SSC DAGDR SOCORRO 3 3. 
Matches, careless use ee Hones eiusewe Tee. 8 
» children playing) iE Peele. 

Pe rats at . ; ae Cee : se 2G 


Oil, in contact with flame 


TUTTI RET Ee Y ee 2 

Overheating oi boiler... ..c.cecosrrecet>coorneesee vomenclics 3 
% DYOOGEL we scaenseotes ese naanodcnoan: 1 

HLM jeokratiescechadcedescesses soese 2 

x, IYO WOO esshecesecd=osrstesces ze 1 

te furnace..... P u 
Painters at work .......... Recissainnancocasec ote Srogetenanedeoo: ik 
Phospherous te p<cotes coe! «1 acsearsseve Agro; a! 
Sparks from adjoining flue er, 3 
“ ANOtHEM MNO! Bees sane cecu ne tasy ssa teninesee 5 

* fire ...... 46. 

HUG Brae een toa saeene cae SPCRSGR OT cae cotttews.cctnse ans 5 

i furnace ... cupesesnes aeese 1 

i locomotive .. : ro KS 
Smoking tobacco.. Aye 
Spirit lamp, Carelous'1 use att Seer Bere cstes 1 
Spontaneous ignition ., Spacadeeaaesc 8. 
Stove defective .............06008 : t 
Suns rays.. 1 
Sulphuric Seid ee eee ae 1 
Tar, boiling over of ........... paren ta a 
Ohad GuYOR Vat Gn acoknd equ secnonting oasbosaagto weed ecoonmocd aenueorar 217 
Vapour of spirits i in contact with flame ..... smGohoodcioge 18. 
Varnish, boiling over of.. 1 
otal Mewcc.sh as vedsvaxstnectsn esi ieenastee, Cox 


APPENDIX XVI. 


Sypney Fire Disrrict. 


Summary of how Fires were reported to the Brigade for 1 


Chimney Fires. 
Calls given by— Fires. False Alarms. dies 4 Atten ne abs Total, 
and reported ebb Sa | 

|as house fires. pomp ony, 
Automatic fire-alarms and sprinkler alarms ...........0.s0000 12 Wishes Th saaoabates il « essaoben 110 
Citizen at Station..... SeBpSece opbasengccondedaadee 382 33 2 8 425 
Fire-alarms ........ snoancoatuusadbordansecobotegn ade : 190 55 4, 1 250 
G.P.O., per telephone .. Sad ehitcnclanticapansochogaoon dedunnconsanesasanesr. 1,050 96 5 A 1,155 
Newspaper ROD OCLSRN Macs tsnesiecG se wspsiescicoascteesz cesses ce se UAB Peer ree MAM <eseeeenesm lle tecereeec 14 
lino anh S LALtO MMe mt ceca ascr cee veseusecvess veisaces 6 22 3 he eBery ntl) a ocesctcs 25 
Police, per telephone ...... Bestlestceieenecnine lonsinrenien see moncGOdeOnC 18 2 oe Ele e sasuene ne 21 
Private fire-alarms ....., Ssaacoooe : RAN s oesices I 8 
Private telephones! ses ccs ssescsseoess nes sss nb QsooncabaronorbonéaesbssoociGesed 31 yy iN soceeSata | padboubde 33 
Railway and Tramway Department .. awe 2 2 
Seen from Station........ Wana cleo tiicine Nesaiseale raster UA ia Seer cere sle aera sacenouil | ceeeealore 12 
Seen when returning from another fire . eilautesohat eanseceues meedeise re OL || Sadaestaarr eile Aeoreoaoc, uljie aeeeboe a 10 
Seen when in the vicinity . accep uapnocosh scHbsodnnopacancer By lls soudecude BH. || copetoone 4 
Seen when proceeding to another fire Bec teotisslesentie se 1 sep ol|lh Berna rcrate | melt sneG eee 1 
MBCA et sch salseccice apts ts Tree MRS Ao 1,753 291 12 14 2,070 

Country Fire Districts. 
Summary of how Fires were reported to the Brigade for 1922. 
Chimney Fires. 

Calls given by— Fires, False Alarms. vith Gace Attended Total. 

| and reported | With hand- 

| r jas notne fires.) PUMP only: 
Automatic fire-alarms and sprinkler alarms ......... .....0.....0-c000| 0 cevsev ees PX el aeteeprc ae sell.) Scockheene 2 
Citizen at Station. 2-2 .c.cc.-.s aced=-o ees ROOOURMABUD Ob. Hecenoneponeeee 310 9 5 3 327 
Pin Oral AVIS) 25.1 esas cesta waar sel cers Maser rinastentier siadieness sincteictals eatee aly. 52 37 Lea APs. lencans 90 
Tiocal Exchange .., .......... Se 340 14 1 3 358 
INGWEPAPEL TOPOTts — 2, ccs muneseccavciechwansen cen eek rere eee nocdadtoe ot pee, 9 Segerocosde {ll ~op¢aoadb =|) ) nostBbden 8 
Police, at Station \...\s..nececes vs ana sreeometeeters Peete eepeee ce ose aoncecnere Te lh ccostetestetmllsimerss)swe sey 7 
alice; per telephones ccecssi..s-0es-eeneeccee ees BI SEe i) capedentc ‘odode ||| Gaceobar 3 
Private fire-alarms ........0.00se0008 : peers 2 ZMMER EM ss chorones. On casee eeetin 4 
Private telephones .2....0scc--coseces .cesceveniies Fare A Ae acre taste 1) a ee ee 1 
Seen from Station sapien toe en ieceaecents A SIR RM) Cecceneits (2 _scsencrene 4 
Seen when in the vicinity . ABA AOtOG® aAecutidoc 8s: Ue ohodkcord — | aseicnte al ccaeaene 11 
Wilistles! blowing alarm eecs. dsc «ase. oesceuestmeete ese cnerteesiica sn 2 ORE ae eee FO ian yagres 5 
Motalieces se si ailasttnneesn tees tec ccs ac 32s 740 67 7 6 820 
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1923. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NeW SOUTH WALES 


a 


SPECIAL DEPOSITS ACCOUNT—TOURIST 
WORKING ACCOUNT. 


(STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FROM Ist JULY, 1921,-TO 30TH JUNE, 1922.) 


RESORTS 


Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 6 September, 1923, 


(For presentation to Parliament under the provisions of Section 4 of the Special Deposits 
Accounts Act No. 5, 1911.) 


Resort. — Receipts. Total. Expenditure, Total 
gS fe Ob > Fe Gh a5 EL ee Sane Cee 
Hotel and Accommodation Houses ... Doha OMe? eo al ee re meer A) OD 2a open ee rene occa ieee 
Tours AMES VO ame ee LU S  eee sie res BOMBS Thy MN ol Sekocasclaere 
Amount received from the Chief Commissioner for 
Railways and Tramways towards the upkeep 
of Tourist Resorts : A DOOM Oi Oa ee im |W ve soem sen 
- 95,749 10 1 ——-| 81,526 0 4 
95,749 10 1 81,526 0 4 
By Balance, 30th 
To Balance, Ist July, 1921 ...) 27,514 17 4 June 1922 ...| 41,738 7 1 
ei 123 2647 5 LII123:264 eo 


W. A. SAUNDERS, 


Accountant, Government Tourist Bureau 
3 


24th November, 1922. 


[4d.] 8963 


* 106— 


J. S. CORMACK, 
Director, Government Tourist Bureau. 


1928. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 


SPECIAL DEPOSITS ACCOUNT—'TOURIST RESORTS 
WORKING ACCOUNT. 


(STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FROM Isr JULY, 1922, TO 30TH JUNE, 1923.) 


Printed wnder No. 3 Report from Printing Committee, 20 September, 1923. 


(For presentation to Parliament, under the provision of Section 4 of the Special Deposits 
Accounts Act, No. 5, 1911). 


Resort. 


Receipts. Total. Expenditure. | Total. 
fGen Oe £ a, de fy sed, eee Se Ge 
Hotel and Accommodation Houses .., aw stil liaetese RoPAULOLOY 9 toler: VN TU vane one 35,128 Ue Olt anaes. aera 
Tours... a ae ae oe BE Stes ONO ams Ou Ose ee Meta ete cy AN S400 Lome Oe i nen scene 
Transter to Treasury-to Unclassified Receipts ....) 9 seeccsees fatten eaeveone SU; OOUMs OMe GUE ee nc aace 
Amount received from the Chief Commissioner for 
Railways and Tramways. towards the upkeep 
of Tourist Resorts is = i 20 ORO ee (a ements CMa ce vessel Nl ae flea R ie. on) 
ca 94,272 14 9 |————_—_____| 109,468 15 9 
94,742 14 9 109,468 15 9 
By Balance, 30th 
To Balance, 30th June, 1922 ...| 41,738 7 1 June, 1923...) 26,542 6 1 
: pee. 


136,011 1 10 £| 136,011 1 10 


F. WULLFING, 


W. SAUNDERS, 
Acting Accountant, Government Tourist Bureau. 


Acting Director, Government Tourist Bureau. 


[4d.] 20793  144— 


#2735, 
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1923. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU AND 
TOURIST RESORTS. 


(BALANCE-SHEET AS AT 30rH JUNE, 1923.) 


Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 4 December, 1923. 


GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU AND TOURIST RESORTS. 


BALANCE-SHEET AS AT 30TH JUNE, 1923. 


Tnabtlities. 
Capital— Sse G. GE Re s. d. 
General Loan Account 71,800 15 8 
Public Works Fund ... 82,659 13 10 
Special Deposits 
Account... nan WOR YS Abel 
——_——_——171,393 6 6 
Less—Profits applied to new works ... 16:9327 17" 0 
—__—__—_—— 154,460 9 6 
Sundry Creditors— 
Trade ... ae ane Os) 
2,5 


Tour Prepayments ac Abe 500 
8,618 15 8 


Accrued Wages ... 9.1. svete tenes 764 7 10 


Profit and Loss Account— 
Accumulated to 30th 
June, 1922 ... .. OO,724 19 7 
Less—Adjustment on 
account of years 
prior to 30th June, 
1921 “ele Eee OOou Onn) 
50,031 13, 9 
Repayment to Con- 
solidated . Revenue 
Fund—Treasury ... 30,000 0 0 
Less—Amount appro- 
priated to meet 
Bureau Salaries and 
contingent expenses 
from Ist July, 1921, 
to 30th June, 1923 15,695 13 9 
? ——_—_——— 14,304 6 3 


‘ 35,727 7 
Profit for year ended 30th June, 1923... 9,565 8 


= D> 


45,292 15 10 


209,136 8 10 
ee ———————— 


Assets. 
Jenolan Caves— £ gs. d. fe FRG £ s. d 
Buildings... 500 22 14,819 19) 5 
Buildings, wooden ... me Ook OO 
Plant nee ane shi AN REI 7 
Power and Light Plant... 2,889 7 3 
Sewerage and Drainage... 3,251 12 7 
Water Supply Sieg Sua HOS (Wl 
Furniture... ae pee oO AG 
Motor Vehicles Aor noey BO he is 
Equipment ... nan ote 700. O10 
Live Stock ... wae Shc 5) 7 VO: 
— ——-102,283 19 1 
Hotel Kosciusko— 
Buildings, wooden ... ... 49,047 12 9 
Plant 6c Se eet. GOON cme 
Power and Light Plant ... 1,631 18 7 
Sewerage and Drainage ... 1,857 2 7 
Water Supply sa ee 4; ODE OMG 
Furniture... ane soe. WAP “A 
Equipment ... not scene al 7h) 
Live Stock ... 366 tie 79 10 O 
Roads Sc ae ase PAUP | 
58,929 13 5 
Yarrangobilly Caves— 
Buildings, wooden ... Sp cee a 1D) 
Sewerage and Drainage ... 662 18 10 
Equipment ... acc Ace Ne 5S 
Hoey 7 a 
Wombeyan Caves— 
Buildings, wooden ... 50¢ : 1,233 8 4 
Government Tourist Bureau Equipment 26m Samed 
171,393 6 6 
Less—Depreciation es ae ..- 10,838 10 7 


— 160,554 15 11 
Bureau and Resorts Furniture and Equip- 


ment Stock ar Moe Be ae aa cen isl 28a 2 
Stock, Provisions, Live Stock, &c. ... eee wee ae 7,510 13 0 
Sundry Debtors 

Bureau nee ‘ists wee ae es Comme 
Jenolan Caves aes As ie A ie l2) 0 
Hotel Kosciusko ... atic wee pena tp 4: 
—— 513 9 I 
Cash— 
Special Deposits Account at Treasury ... 26,542 6 1 
Cash in Transit nee Ameo PAL Sao fatal) dee 
Cash in Hand Ae Ges és woo UBER TDA Zt 


29,429 3 8 
209,136 8 10 


We have audited the Balance-sheet of the Government Tourist Bureau and Tourist Resorts above set forth. We have obtained all the 


information and explanations we have required. 


In our opinion this Balance-sheet is properly drawn up so as to exhibit the true position of the 


trading portion of the Bureau’s affairs, according to the best of our information, and the explanations given us, and as disclosed by the books, 


accounts, and vouchers. 
Department of Audit, Sydney, August, 1923. 
W. SAUNDERS, Acting Director. 
F. WUELFING, Acting Accountant. 
29259 8 274— 


C. W. CLIFFORD. 
A. W. KELLY, 
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GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU AND TOURIST RESORTS—continued. 


JENOLAN CAVES. 
TRADING ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MontTHS ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1923. 


To Provisions... 
Wages— House Staff... : 
Railway, Motor, and other Expenses in 

connection with Tours ‘ 
Gcuides’ Salaries and Caves Maintenance.. 
Bar Purchases 
Kiosk Purchases 
Store Purchases 
Miscellaneous Purchases 
Fuel 
Conveyance of Staff .. 
Power and Light 500 
Maintenance and Upkeep— 
Buildings ae 
ie lanigene : 
Motor V ehicles 
Equipment 
General .. 
Supervision and Management 
Travelling Expenses 
Postage, Stationery, Advertising, « “&e. 
Insurance . 5 
Commission 
Licenses 
Profit transferred to Profit and Loss Aje.. 


Ase BEOE 
S57 8 5 
8,088 12 5 

a Fa ay! 
5,149 13 6 
15738 10735 
DELO eee 

856 4 3 

623 16 10 

S03 a2 32 

2500 eG 

Bib iy: G2 
15492 SS SarO 

246 17 6 

442 19 6 

446 15 7 

OFS aay 
3,644 19 1 

129 3 9 

638570 22 

ys} ter 1H 

5) ah, KO) 

368-0 
15,516 19 43 

£65,175 15 6 


By Earnings—Board and Apartments 


Railway, Motor, and other Receipts in 


connection with Tours... 
Cave Inspections 304 
Bar Sales ah mk =, See 
Kiosk Sales 
Store Sales ; 
Miscellaneous Revenue 
Commission ... nee 


2,700 NF 


£. s: 
. 28,687 4 


. 18,267 16 
10,501 17 
2,510 0 


982. 5 
1,448 19 
67 14 


£65,175 15 6 


———————————————————— 


TRADING AccouNT FoR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30TH JUNE, 
ee 


HOTEL KOSCIUSKO. 


£ 
To Provisions .. 4,092 
W ages— House and Staff : 3,600 
Railway, Motor, and other Tour Expenses 4,520 
Bar Purchases 1,276 
Bazaar Purchases : 357 
Sporting Material Expenses 47 
Miscellaneous Purchases 400 
Peli ee: 93 
Conveyance of Staff .. 618 
Power and Light ie 271 
Maintenance and Upkeep— 
Buildings one rae 776 
Motor Vehicles 5U1 
Plant 188 
Equipment 239 
General .. f I yea 
Supervi ision and Management 2,131 
Travelling Expenses 240 
Postage, Stationery, Advertising, & &e. 373 
Insurance : : 436 
Licenses and Compensation Fees ... 105 
Commission 13 
£22,904 
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1923, 


By Earnings—Board and Apartments 


Railway, Motor, and other Tour kabel nis 


Bar Sales 

Bazaar Sales ... Bh 
Hire of Sporting Material ... 
Miscellaneous Revenue 


Loss transferred to Profit and Loss Aicm a 


EA Bod. 
2; 783 10s 
4,947 15. 7 
1,860 4 0O 
(ys ole) il. 

543) Fie: 

646 13 10 
1,370 2 6 
£22,904 1 6 


To Guide’s Salary 
Caves and General Maintenance 
Insurance 
Supervision 
Loss on Sales of Assets a fe 
Profit transferred to Profit and Loss A/e. 


YARRANGOBILLY CAVES. 


TRADING AccouNT FoR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1923. 
SR SATE RR NS RSS EL ES SE SE EAE TSE SER IEE ES LT EA EEE 


— 
NOR opi F 


we) 


Soe 


— 
oO wOonoocn 


| By Caves Inspections ... : aE 
Rent of Caves House, &2. ... oes ae 


£966 3 0 


HoAaQopmoan af 


a ee 


3 
GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU AND TOURIST RESORTS—continued. 


GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU. 
TRADING ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MonrTHS ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1923. 


eS) ase italh ea). GE 
To Railway, Motor, and other Expenses in By Railway, Motor, and other Receipts in 

connection with Tours and Excursions 7,722 4 5 connection with Tours and Excursions 8,089 17 11 

Publication Purchases ne Rc aes 180 14 4 Publication Sales... oe an 90: 278 0 10 

Miscellaneous Purchases ... vs ay 447 4 0 Miscellaneous Revenue ... awe 400 1,498 7 11 

Maintenance of Equipment 90 ee 26 12 6 Discounts... ae os 6b ea 235 2 I 
Supervision ... Ss 523 11 9 
Profit transferred to Profit and Loss Alc... 120 Lao 

£10,101 S93 £10,101 8 9 


ABERCROMBIE CAVES. 
TRADING ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MonTHS ENDED 30TH JuNzE, 1923. 
| 


£ d. La See es 

To Guide’s Salary and Caves Maintenance... 225 7 4 | By Caves Inspections ... : 85 4 11 
Supervision ... ant ae ae a 13 16 4 Loss transferred to Profit and Loss Alc. 153 18 9 
£239 3 8 £239 3 8 


WOMBEYAN CAVES. 
TRADING ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30TH JuNE, 1923. 


pene Hk 2G a2) H55. 1G 

To Guide's Salary and Caves Maintenance ... 266 10 1 y Caves Inspections .. sie LS 7elvee O 
Supervision ... Ae 6 ae ae UGyer gf Fe Sloss transferred to Profit and Loss Ale. 144 0 8 
£281 17 8 £281 17 8 


PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 
For TWELVE MonTHS ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1923. 


a Aly CCIE aye on Oe 
To Depreciation 5,612 18 1) By Profit transferred from Jenolan Caves 
Loss transferred from Hotel Kosciusko Trading Account... = ba 15,546 19 4 
Trading Account . 1,370 2 6 Profit transferred from Government 
Loss transferred from Abercrombie aves 153 18 9 Tourist Bureau Trading Account... 1,201 1 9 
Trading Account. Profit transferred from Yarrangobilly 
Loss transferred from Wombeyan Caves Caves Trading Account... aes 98 7 3 
Trading Account... 144 0 8} * 
Net Profit transferred to Profit and Loss 
Accumulated Aecount a eo 00m Ours: 
£16,846 8 4 £16,846 8 4 


PROFIT AND Loss ACCUMULATED ACCOUNT AT 30TH JUNE, 1923. 


af fe Ile fos. de 
To Adjustments for services prior to 30th By Balance, lst July, 1922 se OUTS 
June; LO2Z" ws. 384 oe 693 5 10 Profit, year ended 30th June, 1923 .. 9,565 8 4 
Repayments to Colonial 
Treasurer for Amounts 
voted from the Con- 
solidated Revenue Ac- 
count for year 1922-23 
and previous years ...30,000 0 0 
Less Amounts charged 
in accounts for years 
1921-22 and 1922-23...15,695 13 9 
F —————— 14,304 6 3 
Balance carried forward ... sai ... 45,292 15 10 


£60,290 7 11 £60,290 7 11 


NS  —————————— 


pe ee ee ee, 
Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. 
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1923. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 


PLAN 
SHOWING LAND TO BE RESUMED FOR 


MARTIN PLACE EXTENSION. 


[In Substitution for Plan Tabled 31st October, 1923. | 


Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 6th November, 1923. 
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1923. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 


NATIONAL RELIEF FUND OF N.S.W. 


(STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3lst DECEMBER, 3922.) 


Printed under No. 1 Report from Printing Committee, 6 Seplember, 1923. 


NATIONAL RELIEF FUND OF NEW SOUTH WALKS. 


BALANCE-SHEET as at 31st December, 1922. 


ee iBe: Gs} 2 8. di, oe s. d. 
The National Relief Fund of New South lt) Cashvate Bank rasccn aye oen 570 15 4 
Wales, with which are incorporated— | Fixed Deposit— Bank of 
New South Wales Patriotic Fund ...... Ay | New South Wales... 6,000 0 0 
New South Wales Public Disaster | ee 6,570 15 4 
ReelTeE MAW eee icassce sin ecsudsavaenies set f 23.695 14 1 New South Wales Funded Stack ............ 17,114 10 O 
Edueation Department Mount Kembla r pais LSS nNat ay IDE) SSeS ecomequécdpoobeeccosee wenwonn sets LORS Sano 
Neer BMIMGlee Macnee, scans arse cts tales delves | 
Bulli Colliery Disaster Relief Fund ... J 
£23,695 14 1 £23,695 14 1 


T. W. GARRETT, 
Public Trustee, 
Sydney, 29th January, 1923. National Relief Fund of N.S.W. 


I HAVE examined the books, vouchers, aud other documents relating to the above Fund, and certify that 
the Balance-sheet is a correct statement as at 3lst December, 1922. 
J. Moors, 
Department of Audit, Inspector of Public Accounts, 
28th February, 1923. 


NATIONAL RELIEF FUND OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


ReEcEIPts AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3lsvt DuicEMBER, 1922. 


RECEIPTS. : DisBURSEMENTS. 
Lae S ae Cl He. Rb ele | Bele Web | ES aS 
To Balance brought forward ee Va FUCIICL Mrenaauct somites ines LOB) WS) 1G) 
fromylOZ 1 -2y, 22.5 OER SEN OORT 486 4 1 », Administrative Expenses.. 121 16 0 
,, Realisation of Investment 1,000 0 0 ——— 2,057 11 6 
gl A ee 078s 2.9 Been 4 Balan Camron Sete sakes scge cicsasendhs BiOM oN 4 
;, Contribution (special) ...... 64 0 0 
2,142 2 9 
£2,628 6 10 £2,628 6 10 


Tow. GARRETT, 
Public Trustee, 
Sydney, 29th January, 1923. National Relief Fund of N.S.W. 


I HAVE examined the books, vouchers, and other documents relating to the above Fund, and certify that 
the Statement of Receipts and Disbursements is a correct statement as at 31st December, 1922. 


J. Moors, 
Department of Audit, Inspector of Public Accounts. 
28th February, 19°53. 
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1923. 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


PROGRESS REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 


ON THE 


CONDUCT AND ADMINISTRATION OF PONY RACING, 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE, 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 


ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED, 
19 December, 1923. 


<2 SYDNEY: ALFRED JAMES KENT, GOVERNMENT PRINTER. 
1924; 
Toes 299-—«@ [4s, 3d. ] 
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1923. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


os ee 


Votes No. 28. Tuxspay, 9 Ocroser, 1923, 


11. ConpucT AND ADMINISTRATION OF Pony Racine :—Mr. O’Halloran moved, pursuant to Notice,— 
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the conduct and 
administration of Pony Racing in this State, with particular reference to the advisableness of 
having same placed on a non-proprietary basis. 

(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Oakes, Mr. Mutch, Mr. Frank Burke, Mr. Main, Mr. Greig, 
Mr. Goldstein, Mr. George Cann, Mr. Vincent, Mr. Jaques, and the Mover. 

Debate ensued. 

Question put and voices given,—Mr. Speaker stated his opinion that the “ Ayes” had it. 
Whereupon, Division called for, and Mr. Speaker, in accordance with Standing Order No. 213, 
declared the determination of the House to be in the affirmative, and stated that there were four 
Members in the minority who had challenged his decision. 

The following are the Members in the minority, viz.:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Lane, 
Mr. Ley, and Mr. Skelton. 


Votes No. 45. Tuurspay, 15 NovemsBer, 1923. 


1. Conpuct AND ADMINISTRATION oF Pony Racine :—Mr. O'Halloran (by consent) moved, without 
Notice, That Mr. Vincent be discharged from attendance upon the Select Committee on Conduct 
and Administration of Pony Racing ; and that Lieut.-Colonel Rutledge be appointed a Member of 
such Committee. 

Questicn put and passed. 


Votes No. 57. Wepnespay, 19 DecemBer, 1923. 


22. ConDuUcT AND ADMINISTRATION OF Pony Racine :—Mr. O’Halloran, as Chairman, brought up a 
Progress Report from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken 
before, the Select Committee for whose consideration and Report this Subject was referred on 9th 
October, 1923. 

Ordered to be printed. 


CONTENTS. 
PacE. 
Extracts from Votes and Proceedings ........ ate ulenn cnise SA gad phiemaes oe teeeeinte ii 
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Proceedings of the Committee,.......cceacesscconeeenes alos Oa'sia allele eee tewaeeeaies iv 
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1923. 


CONDUCT AND ADMINISTRATION OF PONY RACING. 


PROGRESS REPORT. 


Tur Serzct Comurrres of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 9th October, 
1923, “ To inquire into and report upon the conduct and administration of pony 
racing in this State, with particular reference to the advisableness of having 
same placed on a non-proprietary basis,” and to whom was granted on the 18th 
December, 1923, “leave to report the Minutes of Proceedings and Hwvidence 
taken before them from time to time to the House and leave to make visits of 
inspection in the metropolitan area in connection with the inquiry,” beg (in 
accordance with the last-mentioned leave) to report the Minutes of Proceedings 
and Evidence taken before them up to the present date. 


ROBT. BE, O°’ HALLORAN, 
Chairman, 
No. 3 Committee Room, 
Legislative Assembly, 
Sydney, 18th December, 1923. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


TUESDAY, 16 OCTOBER, 1923. 
’ Members PRESENT— 


Mr. Vincent, } Mr. O’Halloran, 
Mr. Jaques, | Mr. Frank Burke, 
Mr. George Cann, * | Mr. Goldstein, 


Mr. Greig, 
Mr, O'Halloran called to the Chair. 
Entry from the Votes and Proceedings, appointing the Committee, read by the Clerk. 
Resolved,—On motion of Mr. Goldstein, That the Press be admitted to meetings of the Committee. 
Committee deliberated.  ~ 
Re-assembling of Committee to be arranged by Chairman. 


[ Adjourned. | 
THURSDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 1923. 
Members PRESENT :— 
Mr. O’Halloran in the Chair. 

Mr. Jaques, Mr. Greig, 

Mr. Goldstein, Mr. Main, 

Mr. Mutch, Mr. George Cann, 
Mr. Frank Burke, Mr, Vincent, 


Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-Law) made application to be present to represent, as Council, the 
Associated Racing Clubs. 

Room cleared. 

Committee deliberated. 

fesolved,—On motion of Mr. Jaques, That leave be given to Mr. W. J. Curtis to appear, as 
Counsel, before the Committee for the Associated Racing Clubs, with power to examine and cross-examine 
witnesses. 

Question put. 

Committee divided. 


Ayes. Noes. 
Mr. Jaques, Mr. George Cann, Mr. Greig, 


Mr, Main, Mr. Mutch. Mr. Frank Burke 
Mr. Goldstein, : Mr. Vincent. 


And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Parties called in and informed that the Committee had decided to admit Counsel. 

Thomas Dominic Kingsley (Pony owner and trainer, and Secretary to Pony Owners and Trainers’ 
Association), called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

Adjourned, till Tuesday next, at 11.15 o’clock, a.m. 


TUESDAY, 30 OCTOBER, 1923. 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 
Mr. O’ Halloran in the Chair. 


Mr. Frank Burke, Mr. Vincent, 
Mr, Jaques, Mr. Main, 
Mr, George Cann, Mr. Goldstein, 


Mr. Mutch. 
Present,—-Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-Law) appeared for the Associated Racing Clubs 
Thomas Dominic Kingsley, recalled, and further examined. 
Witness withdrew. 


Adjourned, till Thursday next, at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


THURSDAY, 1 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
MEMBERS PRESENT :-— 
Mr, O’Halloran in the Chair. 


Mr. Main, Mr. Goldstein, 
Mr. George Cann, | Mr. Frank Burke, 
Mr, Jaques, Mr. Greig, 


Mr. Mutch. 
Present :--—Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-Law), appeared for the Associated Racing Clubs, 
John Albert Bonser (Accountant and Agent, Penrin, Ninth avenue, Campsie), called in, sworn, and 
examined. 

Witness handed in—(a) Letter from John Stewart and Son, respecting post-mortem examination of 
mare, Rosie Colour ; (6) Report of Mr. , H, Molesworth, Public Analyst, respecting examination of parts 
of organs of a horse. 

Ordered to be printed in evidence. 

Witness withdrew. 

Adjourned, till Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock, a.m, 


TUESDAY, 
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a, 
TUESDAY, 6 NOVEMBER, 1923. 


MemBers PRESENT :— 
Mr, O’Halloran in the Chair. 


Mr. Main, Mr. Jaques, 
Mr. Goldstein, Mr. George Cann, 
Mr. Mutch, | Mr. Frank Burke, 


Mr. Greig. 
Present :—Mr. Hunter (Barrister-at-Law), appeared for the Associated Racing Clubs, 
Thomas Dominic Kingsley, recalled and further examined. 
Witness withdrew. 
Adjourned, till Thursday next, at 2.15 o'clock, p.m. 


THURSDAY, 8 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
Mempers Present :— 
Mr. O’Halloran in the Chair. 


Mr, Main, Mr. George Cann, 
Mr. Greig, Mr. Frank Burke, 
Mr, Jaques, Mr. Mutch. 


Present :—Mr. Hunter (Barrister-at-Law) appeared for the Associated Racing Clubs. 

James Douglas Stewart (Professor of Veterinary Seience, University of Sydney) called in, sworn, 
and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

George Leslie Sholl (Pony Owner and Trainer) called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

Room cleared. 

Committee deliberated. 

Adjourned, till Tuesday next, at 11.15 o'clock, a.m. 


TUESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 1923 
Members PRESENT :— 
Mr. O’Halloran in the Chair, 
Mis Frank Burke, Mr. George Cann, 
Mr: Main, Mr. Goldstein, 
Mr. Mutch, 
Present :—Mr. Hunter (Barrister-al-Law) appeared for the Associated Racing Clubs. 
Charles Armer McLaughlan (Pony Owner and President of Pony Owners and Trainers’ Assoctation) 
called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 
Adjourned, till Thursday next, at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


THURSDAY, 15 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
MreMBERS PRESENT :— 
Mr. O’Halloran in the Chair. 
Mr. Jaques, Mr. Main, 
Mr. George Cann, _ Mr. Mutch, 
Mr. Goldstein. 
Present :-——-Mr. Hunter-for Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-Law) appeared for the Associated Racing 
Clubs. 

Letter read by Chairman from Mr. Vincent resigning his seat as a Member of the Committee. 
Frederick James Hodges (Paint and Kalsomine Manufacturer) called in, sworn, and examined. 
Witness withdrew. 
Adjourned, till Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


TUESDAY, 20 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
MuMBERS PRESENT :— 
Mr. ©’Halloran in the Chair. 


Mr. George Cann, | Mr. Mutch, 
Mr. Frank Burke, Mr. Jaques, 
Lieut.-Colonel Rutledge, Mr. Main. 


Present :—Mr. A. G. Collins (Solicitor) for Mr, W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-Law) appeared for the 
Associated Racing Clubs. 

Entry from the Votes and Proceedings adding Lieut.-Colonel Rutledge to the Committee, in place 
of Mr. Vincent, resigned, read by the Clerk. 

Milton Richards (ea-Pony Trainer and Owner) called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. ; 

Charles Edward Stephenson (ea-Pony Trainer and Owner) called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. ’ 

Adjourned, till Thursday next, at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


THURSDAY, 


vi 
THURSDAY, 22 NOVEMBER, 1923. 


MEMBERS PRESENT: — 
Mr. O’Halloran in the Chair. 


Mr. Jaques, Lieut.-Colonel Rutledge, 
Mr. George Cann, Mr. Goldstein, 
Mr. Main, Mr. Greig. 


Present :—Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at- Law), instructed by Mr. A. G. Collins (Solicitor) aenenea 
for the Associated Racing Clubs, 

John Edwards (Director Kensington kecreation Company), Pe in, sworn, and examined, 

Witness handed in a Statement showing number of times Milton Richards was disqualified (printed 
in evidence). 

Witness withdrew. 

Frederick Dargin (Retired Bookmaker, Artarmon), called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

Gerald Joseph Barry (Solicitor, 15 Castlercagh-street, Sydney) called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. ; 

Adjourned, till Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


TUESDAY, 27 NOVEMBER, 19238. 
MemBERS PRESENT :— 
Mr. O’Halloran in the Chair, 


Mr. Gis ge Cann, | Mr. Main, 

Mr. Mutch, Mr. Jaques, 

Lieut.-Colonel Rutledge, Mr. Goldstein, 
; Mr. Greig. 


Present :—Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-Law), instructed by Mr. A. G. Collins (Solicitor), appeare 
for the Associated Racing Clubs. 

Alfred Morton (Horse Owner and Bookmaker, Alfred street, Mascot) called in, sworn, and examined, 

Witness withdrew. 

Joseph A. Wright (Wholesale Florist, 11 Fitzroy-street, Newtown) called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

James Robert Cook (Z'rainer, OTe, Mascot) called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

Ernest Thompson (Stable boy, and formerly a Jockey, Kensington) called 3 in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

James John Donohoe (Overseer, Victoria Park Racecourse) called in, sworn, and examined, 

Witness withdrew. 

Alfred Morton, recalled, and further examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

Adjourned, till Thursday next, at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


THURSDAY, 29 NOVEMBER, 1923, 
MEMBERS PRESENT :— 
Mr. O’Halloran in the Chair. 
Mr. Jaques, Mr. George Cann, 
Mr. Mutch, Mr, Main, 
Lieut.-Colonel Rutledge. 
Present :-—Mr, W. J. Ourtis (Barrister-at-Law), instructed by Mr. A. G. Collins (Solicitor), appeared 
for the Associated Racing Clubs. 
Oscar Garnet Pearse (ex-Jockey, cide cee, Darlinghurst) called in, sworn, and examined, 
Witness withdrew. 
Joseph Gander (Billiard Marker, Golden Grove-street, N ewtown) called in, sworn, and examined, 
Witness withdrew, 
Room cleared. 
Committee deliberated. 
Adjourned, till Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock a.m. 


TUESDAY, 4 DECEMBER, 1923, 
MEMBERS PRESENT :— 
Mr. O'Halloran in the Chair. 
Mr, Mutch, } Mr. George Cann, 
Mr. Goldstein. 
Present :—Mr. W. J. Ourtis (Barrister-at- -Law), instructed by Mr, A. G. Collins (Solicitor), 
appeared for the Associated Racing Clubs. 
Chairman read a letter from Father J, Campbell, Holbrook, dated 24th November, 1923, disclaiming 
that he had at any time owned a mare—Queen Costello (see evidence on page 25). 
D'Arcy Wilson (Zmployee, Tooth’s Brewery, City), called in, sworn, and examined, 
Witness withdrew. 
Thomas Frederick Challinor (trainer, Oberon-street, Randwick) called in, sworn, and examined. 
Witness withdrew, 
Michael Donnellon (agent, Wellington-street, Waterloo), called in, sworn, and examined, 
Witness withdrew. 
Adjourned, till Thursday next, at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


THURSDAY, 


——— ee Cl lle 
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THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1923. 
Mumsers PRESENT :— 
Mr. O'Halloran in the Chair, 


Mr, Goldstein, | Mr. Jaques, 
Mr. George Cann, Mr. Main, 
Lieut.-Colonel Rutledge, Mr. Mutch. 


Present :—Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-law), instructed by Mr. A, G. Collins (Solicitor) appeared 
or the Associated Racing Clubs. : 

Michael Donnellon, recalled and further examined. 

Leave granted to Mr. Joseph Gander to appear for the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association. 

Witness withdrew. 

John Roache (Retired Sergeant of Police, now Company Promoter) called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness withdrew. 

Thomas John Clines (Registered Bookmaker under the Associated Racing Cluls) called in, sworn, 
and examined. : 

Witness withdrew. . 

Joseph Barnes (Chairman, Tattersalls Club and President of Trotting Club) called in, sworn, and 
examined. 

Witness withdrew, 

Adjourned till Thursday next, at 11 o’clock a.m. 


TUESDAY, 11 DECEMBER, 1923, 
MempBers PRESENT :— 
Mr, O’Halloran in the in the Chair. 


Mr. Frank Burke, Mr. Goldstein, 
Mr. Main, Mr. Mutch, 
Mr. George Cann, ‘ 


Present :—Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-Law) instructed by Mr. A. G. Collins (Solicitor) appeared 
for the Associated Racing Clubs. Mr. Joseph Gander appeared for the Pony Owners and Trainers’ 
Association. 

William Bull (Officer of the Registrar-General’s Department) called in, sworn, and examined. 

Witness handed in Return showing names of shareholders in Associated Racing Clubs (printed in 
the evidence). 

Witness withdrew. 

Ernest George Hayes (clerk, Revenue Branch, Department of the Treasury) called in, sworn, and 
examined, 

Witness handed in statement showing amounts paid in the Treasury by four Associated Racing 
Clubs for the past ten years (printed in evidence.) 

Witness withdrew. 


THURSDAY, 13 DECEMBER, 1923. 
The House continuing to sit during the time appointed for the meeting of the Committee, no 
meeting could be held. 


TUESDAY, 18 DECEMBER, 1923, 
MemBErs PRESENT :— 
Mr, O’Halloran in the Chair. 


Mr. George Cann, Mr. Mutch, 
Mr. Greig, Mr. Goldstein, 
Lieut.-Colonel Rutledge. 


Present :—Mr. W. J. Curtis (Barrister-at-Law), represented by Mr. A. G, Collins (Solicitor), 
appeared for the Associated Racing Clubs, 

Mr. Gander appeared for the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association. 

William Bull, recalled and further examined. 

Witness handed in prepared Returns and Statements relative to the Associated Racing Clubs 
(printed in evidence). 

Witness withdrew. 

Resolved :—That the Chairman obtain leave to report the Minutes of Proceedings and Evidence 
taken before them from time to time to the House, and that the Committee have leave to make visits of 
inspection in the Metropolitan Area in connection with the inquiry. 

Re-assembling to be arranged by Chairman, 

Adjourned, 


Vili 


LIST OF WITNESSES. 


Barnes, James ..... AROHOIEN TN QDSmoES ABO hosing ON ADRES PryCORTE mise caaaarestnnenad 
Barrys Geol iactaeete anscmaente anemia ontvadiaaspdoddoc ROCCE EO NAA Ac OOS ass 5 
Bull eVVaillana os sass nah scree eden Ge arin Tames Neelonrass.ge av psiainis aaa SUSUR amet aians 
BonsershohnsAlb ert ge. at ukecic carn. Revhies avccdesuns Sa oaues dais an cocmeenae 
Challinor, Thomas Frederick ...... . .....0.. sahiesicainea fasten Bonganonotes : 
Clines? Thomas John gee eee nccdies eMecccanienes pees smear ee eeaitess aa 
Cook, James Robert ...........066 gsaectiat nas «disislacelanasmannees da Baleais , 
PargingvE re derick 1oc< tuesasace-as eataneas be seeaanes tan ase eens Paarpaltes 
Monnellon,MMichselics, masses seaceseneaeten avs, ajels iecnoisieictemne ie Gaier Naan w c 
Donohoe, James John........ Dale aaetensions iaetneise sie sluts nee: eehehta tet us ‘ 
(Ric wjarlsya0 Ol0 erccssunsateeneni AROS OAT DOBASH ONOBADDS fdvsisteulee tan EAR HOUAC NACHOS 
Gander, Joseph,.........655. SgidauGasoseands aS nebughnsuouebacase hodhoospoinvoosG genvut 
Hayes, Ernest George..........05:68 feocinnddogyon SdsGbdonoo cS Shute Meieereaemtaien ee 
Hodges, Prederick James uc: sccacst. chsevenqarccnes ssc seaesshwangas ceeenne . 
Kingsley, Thomas Dominic ........... Pnpsieoetensanns wislaiess Suethoatye eMauets tes : 
Melanghlan, Charles Armen. mdcces neste sna Danodon on IAbgrocanoGarGcotar : 
Morton, eAlfred sir ccnsaacse oo arcsten atenechcres urinate ee aniene deachenenane ' 
Pearse, Oscar Garnet an, :., in auscs ony acecen iter nennencCehele eae emeeeen ee vie 
Richards, Milton ..... aise eee Oa aE societies canals at ianentocs eee ates 
Roche,2d Ov a.c.55, fare seen eewuieetes cals stre'eirieajs blNe atcals eaenT Meta ae een he Weaebioe areas ‘ 
Sholl-Georve (Weslic aeecreecnesacueen RGnncenobonce steeds accent tain saraiaine ome c 
Stephenson, Charles Edward...............s000 bandera haboscuhodcadcamconenee F 
Stewart, names Mouclas --ccmrcsuseesenatetemmeences eg acasango an caatencneee ; 
Thompson, Ernest .........+ side culvgcaietretatlann tasantes seetiee Gawaus neeonts anaes 
iWalson; Dave yaernmend: snemenaqnonenate sydnendnododdndos: aesisianeepamenanaraenae 


Wright, Joseph A, OSEVOR DOE re Lee TH Ona EH ree Chee een eter e renter eed rosoeneneerennr eed 


1291 


1923. 


‘ 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


TAKEN BEFORE 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE 


oN 


CONTROL AND ADMINISTRATION OF PONY RACING. 


THURSDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 1923. 
Present:— 


Mr. O'HALLORAN (in tue Cuatr). 


Mr. FRANK BURKE, 
Mr. VINCENT, 

Mr. JAQUES, 

Mr. MAIN 


| 
| 


Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. GOLDSTEIN, 
Mr. MUTCH, 

Mr. GREIG, 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, Bavrister-at-law, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


Thomas Dominic Kingsley, pony trainer, and secretary of 
the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association, sworn, and 
examined :— 


J. Chairman.] Do you know the purposes for which this 
Committee has been appointed?—Yes. J understand that 
it is to inquire into the conduct and administration of 
pony racing. My Association is against proprietary race- 
courses for the reason that we get very little prize-money. 
At present the cost of racing to us is very high. It costs 
£3 17s. 6d. to run a horse, sixteen horses costing about 
£100 to run to compete for about £60 in prize-money. That 
shows that you must get your money back from some 
other source. You have to back a winner with the books, 
or go out of the game. 

2. Mr. Jaques.] Will you explain how it costs you so 
much ?’—It costs £3 for acceptance, jockey fee, and so on. 
If you wish to run a horse in a race you have to nomi- 
nate him at a cost of 10s. 6d. You also have to take off the 
horse’s shoes before he runs in the race, which costs you 
5s., if there is no tipping to be done. It costs you £1 for 
a jockey and £1 acceptance fee. The 6d. lately put on 
goes towards the distress fund for owners and trainers. 
There is a charge of 6d. on every nomination. That is 
not for the jockeys, as they have a fund of their own. All 
fines and forfeits used to go into the jockey’s fund, but 
now they do not. 


+ 25723—A 


L 


3. When did this new fee of 6d. come in?—After the 
recent boycott, about a month ago. We tried to get more 
prize-money. The clubs increased the prize-money from 
about £700 to £1,200. They recently cut off £200 in order 
to have one big day on each course yearly. 

4, Mr. Goldstein.| How much of the £3 17s. 6d. would 
actually go to the club?—Only 10s. They are giving £1,000 
away in prize-money, £125 of which is contributed by our 
Association. 

5. Chairman.| Do I understand that the acceptance is 
£2%—Yes. But that goes back to the winner of the race. 
If the horse is scratched that is held. If you scratch a 
horse you are liable for the full amount. 

6. Mr. Goldstein.] Is the average stake £60?—Yes. More 
prize-money is given in some races than in others. 

7. For an ordinary day’s racing what stakes would the 
club divide?—About £875. 

8. What is the average number of races run?—About 
twelve on the pony courses, although they run to seven- 
teen. 

9. Mr. Burke.] Your nominations would amount to 
£125 ?—Yes, or more. 

10. Then would the whole stakes average £1,000 ?~Yes, 
including our nominations. 

11. What becomes of the £3 17s. 6d.?—£1 goes to the 
jockey, £2 to the winner of the stakes, 10s. towards nomi- 
nation, and 6d. to the distress fund. No one has got 
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anything out of the distress fund yet. 
the blacksmith. 

12. Mr. Mutch.] Or 5s.@—-Yes. I think peopie have 
bought badly into the business. The old shareholders 
watered their capital in the early days and have sold out. 
All that time they were starving owners and trainers, 
through not giving more prize-money. We ought to be 
racing for at least £2000. 

13. Mr. Jaques.| Do you know what people paid for 
their shares, or are you talking rumour?—I know that is 
a fact. There were few shareholders at the start, and they 
accumulated considerably as the game grew. 

14. Do you know of your own knowledge?—Yes. 

15. Have you seen the share lists ?—No. 

16. Then how do you know?—I have seen it. (You sea 
new men starting, who put up their signboards. The 
books of the associated racing clubs will prove that. The 
_ Rosebery Park people had only a few shareholders. Stock 
was watered and shares were sold out. 


17. That is only rumour; you do not know that ?—Yes, 


There is 7s. for 


it is rumour, but I am sure it is true, although TI could not: 


tell you the amounts. 

18. Mr. Greig.] What is the numerical strength of your 
Association ?—Last year we had 204 in our Association, 
out of 209 licensed trainers. 

19. Does your Association consist of 204 pony owners ? 
—No, I would not say that. They are all nearly broke. 

20. I understand that prior to the racing dispute there 
were 204 members of your Association ?—We had 238, but 
there were men in our Association who did not hold 
licenses. 

21. What was the cause of the reduction in the mite 
of your members from about 200 to about 1002—We have 
not had such a reduction. I have here a recent racing 
book which shows the licensed trainers. You must have 
two or more horses racing at the time of making applica- 
tion. There are men who have only one horse. The elubs 
would not recognise them. We have a certain pereentag’s 
of those men in our Association who go to make up the 
238. 

22. Mr. Goldstein.] How many of those men would de- 
pend on the game for their livelihood?—About 209 
licensed trainers. 

3. How long have you been secretary of the Associa- 
tiou ?—About five years. 

24, During that period how many trainers and owners 
have gone out of the game?—A very small percentage. 
They will hang on because it is their livelihood. They 
eannot follow any other occupation, and they may be 
stony broke. Ninety-five per cent. of the pony trainers 
awe’ broke, and are dependent upon one another. 

25. Mr. Mutch.] If they are practically all broke how 
can they depend upon one another?—Well, if a man wins 
a race to-day he will help his brother trainer who is in 
need. If you get a bit of a lift, they will probably get 
a few pounds off you, in order to keep going. We help 
one another in/the sporting game. You can go to a 
bookmaker, if you are broke, and borrow £20 or £80 off 
him until you win a race. 

26. Mr. Greig.] What treatment has been meted out to 
you by the clubs*#—Sometimes we would not receive a 
reply to our correspondence. 


27. Can you give the Committee some evidence of the 


associated racing clubs having treated you unjustly ?— 
Only in reference to prize-money and in connection with 
correspondence. We do not get much of what we ask 
for. 

28. Will you submit evidence to show that you have 
made application to the associated racing clubs to have 
grievances and anomalies removed ?—Yes. 


29. Mr. Burke.] I think you said that the ie eae 
was too little?—Yes. A man in the game who is broke, 
if he is a man of any character, can always borrow money 
from fellowy trainers. They get money wherever they 


ean. They have not much chance of getting anything 
out of the racing game if they depend on money from 
the associated clubs. 

~ 80. Is a man ever compelled to “stiffen” his horse to 
make a little bit out of it?--It must nearly mean that. 
They have to get some money, and they have to get it 
from the bookmakers. No doubt the small amount of - 
prize-money opens the door to dishonest practices. 

31 Mr. Greig.| Do you say that the paucity of prize- 
money given by the club is an incentive to evil-doing ?— 
Yes. 

32. Mr. Jaques.] Would you go so far as to say that 
there is “crook” racing and that. owners do “pull” their 
horses ?—It is no worse than they do on the A.J.C. pro- 
prietary courses. J] believe that pony racing is just as 
clean as A.J.C. proprietary racing. 

33. You have said that trainers get money from book- 
makers. Do you mean that they borrow it, or do they 
give something to the owner in order to “put the horse 
in the bag”?¢—No. I am not going to say that every man 
in the racing game is a really clean man—even in A.J.C. 
racing or in our own. They may be times when a book- 
maker will befriend him to the extent of lending him 
money. If the owner can see a way of returning some- 
thing to the bookmaker he may tell him that his horse has 


“no chance in the race. 


34. Mr. Mutch.] Or that he will win?—Yes, he may 
say, “My horse will win; you had better have a fiver on it.” 

35. Mr. Burke.| It would probably be safer for him to 
say that his horse would not win. JI understand that 
owners are placed in such a position by reason of the 
smallness of the stake-money, and that they are at times 
eompelled to do things which they would not do if the 
stakes were bigger ?’—Yes. 

36. Mr. Goldstein] Would you say such instances are 
se ¢— Y es. 

. If the stakes provided are so small as not to permit 
of a man making a livelihood, causing him to borrow from 
bookmakers, which money has to be returned—when they 
reach the limit of borrowing, where do they augment their 
funds’—It does not come from the clubs. They get pun- 
ters to back their horses. You have to win it off the 
bookmakers in order to keep going. 

38. Chairman.] What fee do you pay to be licensed as 
a trainer ?—10s. for six months. 

39. What fee do you pay for the use of the track for 
training ?—7s. a month for each horse. 

40. How many horses are in training amongst the po- 
nies?’—I could not say. 

41. What are the average entries per meeting /—About 
950. But there are over 1000 horses in training. Each 
man would have two or three horses. Each trainer has to 
have at least two horses. There are about 220 trainers’ 
names in this book I have here. 

42. Do you know exactly how many horses are in train- 
ing ?—No, except that there are 1,000 in the hands of the 
pony trainers. 

43. Do you find the courses controlled by the A.R.C. 
sufficiently wide for the fields. Is there an element of risk? 
—There is always a certain amount of risk in racing. I 
think the fields are, in some instances, too large. But the 
large field creates more racing in the day, and by having 
an extra horse or two in the field they have not to provide 
an extra division. JT think the clubs try to do the right 
thing. If there were nineteen in the field it might be 
considered eighteen was a fair one. They would take the 
risk. Nine times out of ten a horse will be withdrawn: 
from such a race, and it will be run in one division. If 
it were divided there would be nine horses in one divi- 
sion and nine in the other. 

44, Is your Association in favour of races commencing 
at ten o’clock in the morning, or later in the day?—As 
far as the pony owners and trainers are concerned we 
cannot have tco many races. If it costs you £2 to keep 
your horse for a week the more times your horse runs the 
better your chance of winning money. 


45. Is pony racing as well patronised as it used to be ?— 
No, it is not. There is a big falling off in racing. I 
think the totalisator will show you that. 

46. Have you seen an estimate of the average attendance 
in the paddock ?—No. : 

47. What are the charges to go into the paddock ?—15s., 
and to the birdeage 2s. extra. That is at Victoria Park 
and Ascot. 

48. Then to inspect the horses it costs 17s.?—Yes. 

49. How does that compare with racing at Randwick? 
—It is akout the same, but at Randwick you can see a 
race for about 1s. 2d. by going on the flat. It would cost 
you about 4s. 2d. to go into the leger there, and 5s. at 
the ponies. Lately patronage has not been as good as 
it used to be. 

50. Mr. Cann.] Are these shares quoted on the stock 
exchange‘—Yes. In the early days a few men got con- 
trol of racing. If we had non-proprietary racing in the 
metropolitan area we could do with less racing and have 
more prize-money. 

51. What do you mean by “non-proprietary.”” Someone 
would have to be the owner?—The A.J.C., which runs on 
a non-proprietary basis, gave £140,000 away last year in 
fourteen days. Our contention is that this large profit 
should not be made out of pony racing. It should 
not be held to make people wealthy and to starve one 
class that is really instrumental in bringing the pub- 
lie to the course. The pony owners and trainers are the 
main factor in the business. We have to supply every- 
thing at our own expense. The clubs build their grand- 
stands as the money flows in so that the public can see 
our horses compete. The public do not take the risk. 
We take all the risk. The public also has the protection 
of stewards to see that horses run straight for their benefit. 
Owners and trainers are paying dearly for racing. 
The owner and trainer pools his money with the public, 
and if they pick a winner they get some back. 

52. Mr. Goldstein.]| Have not the public to lose before 
the pony owners can gain anything?—Ixactly; and 
owners and trainers have a chance to lose, too. Racing is 
a losing game. You will eventually lose on it. 

53. Chairman.| How do you find the operation of con- 
trol of the course itself?—There is°good control. The 
only thing wrong is the proprietary system. I would say 
that the A.R.C. staff can hold their own with any staff in 
New South Wales, and I have nothing against the racing 
people generally, only that they are there and they try to 
get as much as they can. 

54. Mr. Burke.| What would be a fair amount for prizes 
for each race?—I would not like to say. Every man who 
puts money into the game is entitled to be considered. 
Men who have put their money into it a short time ago 
are getting a small return, but some people have made 
huge fortunes out of the racing game. They have sold 
their shares and other men have come into the -business 
and made wealth. Men who caine into the game in the 
last couple of years have not done so well. It costs us 
£100 to run for £60. The prize-money should not be less 
than £200 a race. 

’ 55. Chairman.] To what do you attribute the falling off 

in patronage?—The money market is tied up. There are, 
of course, a lot of people who condemn pony racing, but 
it is just as clean as other racing. 

56. Mr. Mutch.].As clean as the grocery trade?—Yes, 
as clean as the linen trade. 

57. Mr. Jaques.] Do you think increased prize-money 
would tend to clean the sport?—It would. There would 
then be no desire on the part of trainers to do wrong. 
They would compete only for the prize-money. A trainer 
now has to get a man to back his horse. 

58. Chairman. | What is your biggest race?—The prize- 
money is £245. The Novice Nandicap is for £175, and 
£20 and £10 are taken from it. That is run in two heats 
of £70 each. In the £140 race 20 sovereigns go to the 
second horse, and 10 sovereigns to the third horse. The 
Flying Handicap is for 250 sovereigns, 30 sovereigns to 
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the second horse, and 10 sovereigns to the third, the 
winner getting £210. That is run in three heats. The 
winner would get £70, the second horse £10, and the third 
£3 6s. 8d. The third race for 14-hand ponies is for 140 
sovereigns, 20 sovereigns the second horse and 10 sove- 
reigns the third horse. That is run in one race. For 
the 14.2 race the prize is 175 sovereigns, second 20 sove- 
reigns, and third 10 sovereigns. That is run in two divi- 
sions. The Ascot Handicap is for 245 sovereigns, 40: 
sovereigns second, and 20 sovereigns third. The owner 
of the winner in each heat would get £92 10s., second 20 
sovereigns, and third 10 sovereigns. 

59. Mr. Main.] Surely the sweepstakes make it better 
for the winner?’—Yes; that comes out of our pockets. 

60. Mr. Curtis.] Are there not run-offs’—No. Years 
ago there used to be a run-off, but now each heat con- 
stitutes a race, when it is specially stipulated by the asso- 
ciated clubs. 

61. Mr, Cann. ] All that totals about £1,125%—Yes. If 
a race is run in heats an extra £25 is put on. If there 
are two heats £12 10s. goes to each winner. If there are 


three heats £50 extra is added, but they get it back 


through the totalisator. 

62. Mr. Jaques.| Do they find that the extra money 
they derive from-the totalisator pays for that ?—Yes. 

623. Chatrman.| I understand that fees are paid by 
bookmakers and jockeys ’—Yes. 

63. You have no fault to find with the stewards?—No, 
I think they are very fair men. The staff know as much 
about the racing business as anyone in the game. I do 
not think you could better them. They can handle pony 
racing as well as any other body of men you could select. 

64. When disqualification results on the action of the 
stewards you have an appeal?—Yes, you can appeal to 
the board of control, and very rarely does it upset the 
decision of the stewards. 

65. Mr. Mutch.] How is the board of control consti- 
tuted ?—It is selected by the proprietors. There are about 
four on the board—one from each club. 

66. Are the stewards present when an Bg is heard? 
—Yes, as far as I know. 

67. Is that form of board of eye satisfactory ¢—No, 
it is unsatisfactory from the trainers’ point of view. The 
general opinion of my Association is that there should be 
a representative on the board from the associated elubs, 
one from the owners’ side, and an independent chairman, 
to hear the appeals. They do not think they get a fair go 
in all cases. JI myself have never been disqualified and 
have never been before the board of management. 

68. Mr. Jaques.| How would: you like the board con- 
stituted’—-My Association feels that it should have a 
representative from our side on the board. There should 
also be a representative of the proprietors and an inde- 
pendent chairman. 

69. Chairman.] Have you approached the associated 
racing clubs with the object of getting such an appeal 
board?—I think we asked that we should have a repre- 
sentative on the appeal board. 

70. Can you say whether they have definitely refused 
to constitute the board that way ?—No. 

71. Mr. Mutch.] Why is the board of- control. unsatis- 
factory’—It was never put to the test. No resolution 
was moved. But it has been brought under the Commit- 
tee’s notice that men have not had a fair deal. 

72. Mr. Cann.] Your experience of the board has been 
satisfactory ?—Yes, but I have not been before them. 

73. Mr. Mutch.] Your statement is that members hold 
the opinion that men do not get a fair deal there?—Yes, 
on appeal matters. If questions are held up before the 
stewards, or if they are asked to go into certain matters. 
we do not seem to get the satisfaction that we should. 

74. Do you mean that the men do not get a fair hearing 
before the board of appeal?—So they say. 

_ 75. Mr. Goldstein.] Has that come officially under. your 


notice?—Yes, ae 
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76. Of your own knowledge you know of no specific 
complaint ?—No. 


77. Mr. Mutch.] I understood you to say that there were 
238 members of your association last year, and that 204 
trainers out of 209 were licensed, the balance being men 
who had horses in training ?—Yes. 


78. Does your Association differentiate between licensed 
men and unlicensed men ?—No, they all pay the same fees. 


79. How is the Association financed ; is a contribution 
paid out of the winnings?—Yes, 3d. in the £ is put in 
the bank towards the distress fund. 

80. What is the fee for a winning and a losing ride?— 
£1 for a losing ride. If the horse wins the clubs stop 5 
per cent., and £3 goes to the jockey. 

81. Mr. Goldstein.]. Has there been any material in- 
crease of recent years in the value of the stakes ?—Yes, that 
was brought about by our Association, 


TUESDAY, 30 OCTOBER, 1923. 
Present:— 


Mr. tk dew (IN toe Onatr), 


MR. FRANK BURKE, 
MR. MUTCH, 
MR. GEORGE CANN, 


MR. 
MR. 
MR, 


MAIN, 
VINCENT, 
JAQUES, 


MR, GOLDSTEIN. 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, Barrister-at-Law, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


Thomas Dominic Kingsley, Pony Trainer, and Secretary 
of the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association, recalled, 
and further examined :— 


82. Chairman.] Will you continue your evidence?—We 
recommend that the Racing and Gaming Act, which gives 
the A.R.C. a monopoly of racing in the metr opolitan area, 
be amended so that we shall have the right to have at 
least one non-proprietary club in Sydney. That is if the 
Government does not think fit to put the proprietary clubs 
out lock, stock, and barrel. I think the A.J.C. might come 
to the rescue and give a few racing days on their course 
in order to do that. The Racing and Gaming Act gives 
the A.R.C. a power which creates a monopoly. The Act 
protects them and even the Chief Secretary has no power 
to tell them that they have committed a wrong. If they 
do any wrong there is no way of getting at them. If the 
Chief Secretary wants anything done there he has to go 
cap in hand and ask if he can see them, instead of being 
able to tell them straight out that they are doing a wrong. 
The act gives the A.R.C. power to punish men as they 
like. If you wish to nominate your horse they can say to 
you, “We will not accept your nomination.” When you 
ask why, no reason is given you, and that is the end of it. 
They can impose any punishment on a man in connection 
with racing. There should be some proper board of appeal. 
There should be an advisory board placed over the heads 
of the A.R.C. The public should have that right, for one 
reason, because of the high cost of admittance to the race- 
course. As the game grew, the gates should be reduced, 
instead of increased, just as prices are reduced when a man 
makes a profit out of a business. The owners and trainers 
found the assets. These other people have only put in 
money that they got out of the game. 

&3. Mr. Cann.] Do you mean that the pony courses are 
Government property?—No, they are not, although the 
Kensington course belongs to the Government, or the lease 
has about sixteen years to run. The others are privately 
owned. 

84. Who found the money to buy those courses and start 
the clubs?—Land was cheap when they were first bought. 
A few men got together and the shareholders became nu- 
merous as the thing grew. Then they began to water their 
shares and sell them. As the thing grew they have sold 
out of the game and attained such a position that it is 
impossible for them to show a fair return to the men who 
have put money into the business a few years ago. That 
is why they have started to cut down the prize-money £200 
a day in order to have a big meeting. It is for their own 
henefit—for the benefit of the new proprietors who have 
come into the game. Some people have made fortunes in 
it and got out. My association does not want any board 
to be appointed over the heads of the A.J.C. We take 
our hats off to the A.J.C. As pony men, we have only one 
or two little differences against them. They have con- 


>. 


ducted their affairs in an honourable way for the benefit 
of racing. There is no doubt about that. The A.J.C. does 
good and gives good prize-money. I do not wish to attack 
the A.J.C., because I believe they do the right thing. But 
take the 14.2 and under class of ponies. Those horses 
trained by A.J.C. men can come over and compete against 
us for our prize-money. The A.J.C. jockeys’ can come 
and ride on our courses, competing for our prize-money, 
yet under the rules we are not allowed to go over to the 
A.J.C. and race our ponies there. They bring a good 
class of person to the pony business, but it is for their 
own benefit. If they allowed us to go over to their course 
it would only be a fair thing. Why should not our men 
be allowed to go there and race their ponies. Another 
thing is that we have not the same right to back a pony 
on a Saturday as we have on a Wednesday, because an 
embargo was placed on bookmakers by the A.J.C. to pre- 
vent them operating on the pony courses on the Satur- 
day when there is a clash meeting. We have to wait for 
Wednesday. If a man puts a littl money on a horse he 
is not likely to get as high a price on one day as he is on 
ancther. The bookmaker should have the right to 
operate where he thinks fit. The A.R.C. intimidate the 
bookmakers. We had a meeting at Kembla Grange 
during the boycott. The A.R.C. intimidated the book- 
makers to such an extent by a circular they sent out that 
they were afraid to operate at that meeting. 

85. Mr.. Mutch.]| Have you a copy of that cirewar?— 
No, but I have asked for one so that the Committee can 
gee it. 

86. Do I understand that it practically intimated the 
bookmakers against operating at that meeting?’—Yes. The 
A.R.C. will not recognise our association’s correspondenee, 
They will not read our letters. We wrote to them with 
reference to our running a meeting to assist in the Bell- 
bird Colliery Disaster and we have had no reply. 

87. Mr. Jaques.] I am not sure that the Act gives power , 
to the Minister?—I think you have in mind the metre- 
politan area. I refer to racing outside the metropslitan 
area, where you can run as many meetings as you like. 
These people, who have a monopoly, could say that any 
horse that raced at Kembla Grange would not receive no- 
mination again. 

88. Mr. Mutch.] Have they done anything like it?—No, 
they have not done it, but they have not recognised us, 
so what are we to do? Regarding another matter, a man 
who has horses and who competes against our ponies, may 
run a lolly shop or some such thing. From a trainer’s 
point of view we do not consider that is a fair thing. 


89. Mr. Burke.] That is to say, because he has another 
avocation, he has a lift over a trainer who has not ?—Yes. 
Men may come over and compete with us who do not know 
how to put a saddle on a horse. 4) | p24} 
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90. Mi, Cann.] You would probably not have much to 
fear from that class of man?—Only that it assists in crowd 
ing the fields. : 

91. You would make pony racing a profession—you 
would let no one in it except those who are in it now ?—I 
think a man should show some credentials before he is 
allowed to train horses. 

92. Mr. Mutch.| Would they give a license to a trainer 
if he has two horses?—Yes. But a man who has been in 
the racing business all his life and has been successful by 
his energy and ability, and, perhaps, by a little run of 
luck, may, be down and out with only one horse. The 
A.R.C. will not give him a license because he has only one 
horse. They should pension him off or do something for 
him, because he is practically done. They should do that 
or give him free admittance to the course. He should get 
consideration because he has spent all his life and energy 
in the course. Men say that they can afford to do without 
those men and that is the reason why they will not give 
them a license. The jockeys pay 1s. towards the accident 
and distress fund. For a long time they paid 2s. 6d. We 
had a deputation to the clubs to find out where we stood 
in the matter of compensation in a case where a jockey 
was killed riding one of our horses. They said they would 
take the responsibility, but we have nothing definite in 
writing. We have nothing further than their word. They 
have honoured their word to a certain extent, but it is 
always on the ecards for the parents of a jockey to sue if 
he were killed. ‘There are two cases in connection with 
which jockeys were killed and the parents did not get pro- 
per compensation. 

93. Mr..Jaques.| That is all fixed by law under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act?—No, it is not. I do not 
think provision is made for jockeys. 

¢4, For any employees?—But they may be casual em- 
ployees. 

95. Mr. Burke.] What average payment is made by the 
elubs in the event of a jockey being killed?—TI believe in 
one case £150 was paid. You will get evidence on that 
matter. 

96. Mr. Mutch.] Has there been any case of a jockey 
being a beneficiary under the Workmen’s Compensaticn 
Act?—T could not cite one at the moment. Under the law 
the A.J.C. takes full responsibility. In non-proprietary 
racing the jockeys ride for the owner, but on the pro- 
prietary courses I cannot see that they do ride for tle 
owner. They ride for the profits of the club. 

97. Chairman.| Have you been able to get copies of re- 
quests sent to the A.R.C. for the constitution of an appeal 
board 2—No. 

98. Was the meeting at Kembla Grange successful ?— 
Yes; we paid away £60 more in prize-money than several 
provincial clubs, and we showed a substantial profit. 

99. What is the total amount of prize-money you paid 
that day ?—-£215. 

100. How does that compare with the prize-money paid 
by the A.R.C.%—In the leger and the paddock they would 
have 15,000 people on their course. We-had about 500. 
Their amount would be £1,000. 

101. Mr. Curtis.) Not within 50 per cent. of that! 

102. Chairman.] In connection with the Kembla Grange 


meeting, apart from entry fees and gate money, had you 


any other source of revenue?—£10 from the booth, and £5 
from a lady caterer, who really got meals for the staff and 
the reporters. We really drew about 6s. out of that. 

103. What fees did you receive from bookmakers ?— 
£93. We charged them £3 each. 

104. What is the A.R.C. charge for bookmakers ?—TI can- 
not say. 

105. During your previous evidence, you referred to dif- 
ficulty in the field owing to the number of horses—what 
remedy do you suggest?—The A.R.C. allows measurement 

of horses. You-pay a fee and you can go down to the office 
and get a permit to run your horse. That is not a fair 
thing. They should cut out measurement for a certain 
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106. Would not that make the entries bigger?—-No. The 
A.R.C. should only allow, licensed men to measure horse3. 
The A.J.C, allows ponies to compete on their courses 
within a radius of 40 miles from the city. It would be a 
fair thing, because country clubs want horses, If our 
ponies were sent to country meetings they would get good 
fields. 

107. Chairman.] Which would probably cause smaller 
fields in the metropolitan area’—Yes, it would take a ‘ot 


-of horses away. 


108. I take it that the large fields you have at the pony 
races are responsible for the small prize-money, because of 
the number of divisions caused by the large entries ?-—Yes, 
but it should not be. With the totalisator the clubs get 
more money than they really put in. 

109. Mr. Mutch.] Do you mean that payments to the 
clubs are more than equivalent to the added money for the 
extra divisions /—Yes. 

110. Chairman.| If there were an appeal board consti- 
tuted over the A.R.C. would your association be opposed 
to public inquiry #—No, that is what we want. We want 
the whole of the evidence reported in the newspapers. 

111. I understand that at present you are not repre- 
sented at the inquiry?—That is so. Mr. Richards and 
others put the case before us. We can see that they have 
been knocked about and kicked by these people. 

112. Mr. Mutch.] In a physical sense?—No, metaphori- 
eally. We cannot submit evidence from the other side. 
All we ean do is to call a boycott or a strike, which ‘we 
do not want to do. We did recently take on something of 
the kind, but if we took notice of these things, considering 
how often they happen, we should have to take action every 
three months or so. If evidence were allowed from both 
sides we would know how to act. We want some board 
over these people to bring them to a sense of reason. 

113. Mr. Burke.] Do I understand that the A.J.C. book- 
makers can operate on A.R.C. courses?—On Wednesdays, 
but the A.J.-C. will not allow them to operate when thera 
is a clash meeting on a Saturday. 

114. Are your bookmakers allowed to operate at Rand- 
wick under the A.J.C.?—No. 

115. The A.J.C. is the controlling factor—the autocratic 
body ?—Yes. 

116. The A.J.C. has more autocratic power than the 
A.R.C. ?—Yes. 

117. Should the board come under it?—I think it would 
be a good thing if it did. The Racing and Gaming Act 
gives too much power. 

418. When the stewards report a jockey or a trainer 
what takes place?—They take them into a room and deal 
with them. They disqualify them and punish them. 

119. How many stewards are there?—Three. 

120. Do they decide whether a man shall be disqualified ? 
—Yes, and you have the right of appeal to the A.R.C. 

121. Who constitutes that appeal body ?—One represen- 
tative from each course. 

122. When they decide that is final; you have no further 
appeal?—That is so. 

123. Mr. Mutch.] Are they representative shareholders ? 
—Yes. 

124, Mr. 
public ?—No. 
balance-sheets. 
sheets. 

125. Have you ever tried to see one?—You have no hope 
of seeing one. 

126. Do you know whether they are audited?—Yes, I 
think they are. 

127. To the satisfaction of the people concerned?—I 
think so. 

128. Mr. Jaques.] Is not the position this: That the 
A.J.C. will not register a bookmaker who in their opinion 
should be disqualified for having bet at a clash meeting ? 
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Burke.] Are the club’s balance-sheets made 
Under the Act they need not produce their 
IT have not seen one of their balance- 
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129. They do not say, ‘We will not register an A.R.C. 
bookmaker” ?—One of our men who had a bet on a Satur- 
day has no hope of getting registration with the A.J.C. 

130. We know that some have?—You want a bit of a 
“pull” to do it. 

131. I understand you consider that owners, trainers, 
and jockeys, who provide the sport, are really the people 
who own the courses?—Not exactly. They help to build 
the stands, and the clubs build up the business by getting 
money out of the game. They had not in the beginning 
such fine stands and racecourses as they have now. Many 
of our men have gone broke at the game. 

132. Is it not similar to the theatrical business. Do 
you think that the ballet girls and the chorus girls should 
have some such interest in the theatre?—That is different. 
The theatre managers pay their employees regularly. We, 
cen the other hand, pay everything and find material. The 
theatrical people supply nothing. We supply everything. 

123. Take the bicycle sports. Have riders the right to 
say that they should own the ground where the races are 
run because they provide the sport?—Those men get con- 
sideration in the way of prize-money. They run the sport 
for themselves. They do not run for profit. 

134. J think they do. Then there is the stadium. Is 
that in a similar position ?—The stadium people give thou- 
sands away to the men who fight. They give them a per- 
centage of the gates. We get no percentage of the gates. 

135. Take other places which give a £100 prize to the 
winner. Would you suggest that boxers, the men who 
massage them, and the trainers are entitled to an interest 
in the club?—That is different. They are there to-day and 
gone to-morrow. We are here all the time. The boxer 
may be here now and he may not be here again for years. 
If a man is part of a stadium he should be paid for his 
services. But we are part of the racing game. Boxers 
are like casual employees. We are there all the time. 

136. Have you any concrete plan for putting pony rac- 
ing on a non-proprietary basis?—There could be more 
meetings, but I would not hand pony racing over to the 
A.J.C. We can get just as good men on our side as they 
have. The A.R.O. has no right to a monopoly, but the 
Racing and Gaming Act gives it to them. 

137. Supposing the Gaming Act were amended to allow 
any body of men to come together and lease a course, say, 
at Epping, allowing extra meetings to be held by non- 
proprietary clubs, would that overcome the difficulty ?—- 
Yes, but you would cut into their racing days. We want 
a non-proprietary course in the metropolitan area. 

138. That is to say, a fifth club to take its share of 
dates ?—Yes, 

139. Mr. Main.] Do you suggest that the present con- 
trol of pony racing should be altered so that it can have 
certain days at Randwick?—No, the present control dees 
not want that. We want a non-proprietary pony course. 

140. I understand that you want certain days set apart? 
—Yes, if we had an advisory board we could get that. 

141. Should the advisory board arrange for certain days 
at Randwick for pony racing ?—Yes. 

142. With reference to buying out the proprietary clubs: 
have you suggested that the Government should do that? 
—The money from racing days at Randwick would go to- 
wards it. The advisory board could do it, and select a 
number of men to look after its interests. The board 
should not be composed of politicians, although J am sure 
that politicians are as honourable as most men. 

143. Mr. Jaques.] It is refreshing to hear that ?—I think 
the public is on the side of the politician. 

144. Mr. Main.] During your previous evidence you said 
that many of the trainers were broke. Your financial 
position is not like that. You have not done badly out 
of the game?—I was broke for a long time. J cannot say 
that Iam broke now. I have won my share of races lateiy, 
but I am not too financially strong, because I had to make 
up a good deal for what I had owed in the past. Although 
I have a little to the good I am just about clear. 


’ books to print our books. 


145. How would the pony courses compare with Warwick | 
Farm course if taken over by the A.J.C. Would the 
totalisator receipts be as good?—They would hold their 
own. 

146. According to the balance-sheet they do not make 
much out of the totalisator there?—Well, you have taken 
as an example abqut the worst course. Courses near the 
city have a “pull” over those outside, and I believe there 
is a different kind of totalisator in operation there. 

147. Mr. Cann.] Do you favour an advisory board ap- 
pointed by the Government ?—Yes. 

148. Should it be constituted like a board of appeal ?’— 
Yes, but I do not say that it should be composed of politi- 
clans. 

149. What was wrong with the board which it was pro- - 
posed to appoint some time ago?—It looked like a one- 
man boovd, for one man’s benefit. It looked as if it would 
have a “pull” over the lot. 

150. I take it that it was really the personnel of that 
board which the people were against?—Yes, because one 
man who was going to be chairman—Sir Joynton Smith 
—looked as if he had all the rest on his side. Mr. Dono- 
ghue was working on Sir Joynton Smith’s course, and an- 
other member was an ex-politician or someone who had 
stood for parliament. 

151. How would you constitute the board?—TI think the 
shareholders should be allowed to pick one member, pony 
owners and trainers another, the jockeys might have one, 
and the Government would select one or two. They should 
be a couple of independent men capable of giying a de- 
cision, E ; 

152. Would you give the owners themselves representa- 
tion ?—No, the owners and trainers together. They might 
also act on behalf of the jockeys. 

153. J understand you are satisfied with the A.J.C. con- 
trol ’—Yes. 

154. Could not the pony racing clubs be constituted on 


‘the game lines so as to have one kind of racing?—That is. 


what we want. The Randwick people started from the be- 
ginning as a non-proprietary club. We started as a small 
concern and grew at our own expense. 

155. While pony racing has developed into a limited 
liability company and sold shares, the other branch of 
racing has not ?—Yes, it is a body for the benefit of racing. 
They have given £25,000 in prizes at a meeting. 

156. Mr. Mutch.] Have you a knowledge of the com- 
position of the A.J.C. Board ?—No. 

157. Have you any suggestions to make as to how a non- 
proprietary racing club could be established for pony rac- 
ing?—Yes, under the Racing and Gaming Act. If vou 
make provision for a non-proprietary course we could hit 
out and start one off scratch. As we went along we should 
grow and build stands. In the metropolitan area as pony 
men we would get the patronage. 

158. Was the meeting at Kembla Grange run as a nor- 
proprietary meeting by the pony owners and trainers ?-- 
Yes. ; 

159. I understand you had some difficulties placed in 
your way by the A.R.C.?Yes. I do not say that the 
A.R.C. was at the bottom of it, only in reference to the 
bookmakers, but we could not get men who printed their 
The printer said he could not 
print our books because he was printing for the A.R.C., 
and that he did not want to break faith with them. We 
also had difficulty in getting a man to operate the totali- 
gator. f 
160. Do you suggest that the A.R.C. officials were re- 
sponsible for the difficulty you had in getting your race 
books printed and the totalisator operated?—I cannot say 
that, but they “put it over” on the bookmakers. 

161. You did run the totalisator?—We got a man to do 
it afterwards. 

162. Do I understand that if a trainer, owner, or a joc- 
key is disqualified, and appeals to the present A.R.C. 
Board of Control, they are not allowed to have anyone 


present as an advocate for them?—That is so, and the evi- 
dence is not published, and sometimes the evidence in 
favour of the appellant is cut out. Shorthand notes are 
taken, but they are made to read differently. 

163. Do the stewards have a full shorthand note of the 
evidence taken ?—Yes. 

164. Do you allege that those shorthand notes are not 
properly produced before the board of control?—That is 
what several of our men have said. 

165. That is to say, complaints have reached you as 
secretary of the association that appellants’ answers are 
not put in as evidence before the board of control which 
hears their appeal?—That is so. 

166. Can you bring witnesses to say that that has been 
their personal experience ?—Yes, I think witnesses can be 

called to substantiate that statement. 

167. It is a very serious point. Does not the board of 
control consist of representatives of the shareholders from 
each pony course ?—Yes. 

168. Who else is admitted to the inquiry ?—The secre- 
tary is generally there. 

169. And the stewards ?—Yes. 

170., Anyone else ?—No. 

171. I understand the decision of the appeal board is 
final ?— Yes. 

172. It is often unsatisfactory to the members of your 
association ’—Yes. 

173. Can you suggest any way by which justice can be 
given to those aggrieved?—I suggest an advisory board 
appointed by the Government. 

174. When a trainer is disqualified is he permitted to 
follow racing *—No, he is kept outside the track. 

175. Is he allowed to have a horse?—No. All his horses 
go. He is not allowed to race one horse. That applies 
to the A.J.C. as well. 

176. Is he not admitted to the racecourse 2—No. 

177. Mr. Jaques.] That is until he gets a clearance from 
the A.R.€. ?—Yes. 

178. Mr. Mutch.] What happens to his horses ?—They 
pass into other hands. Recently they have made it very 
hard on one of our trainers. His horse went out of his 
care into the hands of other people. They followed him 
up and disqualified his horse. He had to keep a big string 
of horses during his term of disqualification. It looked 
as if they were aiming at the individual. They seemed to 
have been putting the “boot” in, and this man will give 
evidence. 

179. When a trainer whe owns a horse is disqualified, 
what can he do with it?—He has to turn it out and wait 
for his disqualification to end. 

180. Can he lease the horse to another trainer?—No. 

181. Is there provision in the lease by which he can 
legally surrender it to 

182. What does he do with his horses?—He has to turn 
them out or sell them. He must show that he has no con- 
nection with horseracing. 

183. Does the A.R.C. register the leases which are held 
on horses ?—No. 

184. Then how does it know whether a horse is leased ? 
—They only know by the licenses. A registered trainer 
ean train a horse without showing his lease. 

185. IJ understand that a horse he has nominated at a 
race meeting may not be transferred to another registered 
trainer ?—That is so. 

186. Does it include all the horses in the stable in addi- 
tion to the horse disqualified ?—Yes. 

187. Lf the stewards suspect that a horse is not being run 
honestly and recommend disqualification, I presume the 
board, and not the. stewards, would, if the owner were 
guilty, impose the penalty?—The stewards would propose 
the penalty and the board confirms it. If you do not ap- 
peal, the sentence stands. 

188. If the stewards have you up and disqualify you, 
are you permitted to take part in any further race on the 


day '—No. 
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189. The stewards’ decision becomes operative immedi- 
ately ?—Yes. 

190: Is it automatically confirmed unless the appeal is 
lodged{—Yes, but you might wait three months for the 
appeal. In one instance one member of the board had to 
go to Melbourne, and they had to wait until he returned. 

191. Supposing a trainer has ten horses in the stables, 
and he is disqualified for running on one day, does it mean. 
that disqualification of all those horses for the period for 
which he is sent out for one?—They have to be sent out 
of his care. He can sell them. The man for whom he is 
racing can take them away if he likes. 

192. Such a penalty means complete loss of livelihood 
to the trainer ?—Yes. 

193. What is the annual upkeep of ten horses in the 
stables?—-You could not keep one horse under 30s. or £2 
a week. J should say £100 would include everything. 

194. So that twelve months’ disqualification would de- 
prive a man of the equivalent of £1,000?-Yes, and his 
character besides. 

195. What would become of his employees, such as the 
stable boys?—They have to go, too. 

196. What would it cost to turn out one horse?—80s. 
to feed it at a place like Mr. Waters’, at Windsor. If 
a horse is to have reasonable attention it would cost £75 
a year. 

197. Mr. Jaques.] Is there not a condition that if the 
lessee is disqualified and the lessor claims, the lease is 
immediately cancelled?—Some leases. We have our own 
lease forms. 

198. There is a condition that the owner can reclaim 
his horse ?—Yes. 

199. Chairman.| You say that punishment can be in- 
flicted on men equivalent to £1,000 and that they have not 
the right of independent appeal?—Yes; it practically 
means a fine of £1,000 without independent appeal, and the 
man loses his livelihood and character. Racing is a very 
suspicious game. Men have been punished who have not 
been guilty. 

200. Mr. Vincent.] If an owner did not back any fy 
in the race would they still disqualify him?—They only 
have you up on your own horse. 

201. I suppose if you have a horse in a race you are ex- 
pected to back him?—Yes, whether you have money or 
not. If you do not back him, and they have you in, you 
have a good chance of going out for twelve months. 

202. Mr. Burke.] I understood you to say that it cost 
£2 a week to feed a horse. Suppose a trainer or owner 
has ten horses in the stable?—He might charge him £3 a 
week, but there are very few men training other people’s 
horses on the pony courses. 

208. Chairman.] They generally lease them?—Yes. They 
give them one-third. You have to bet to win. 

204. Mr. Curtis.] Your first complaint was about the 
cost of starting horses, and you mentioned that it cost 
£2 for acceptance. Until very recently it was only 10s.? 
—No, it was £1 acceptance for a long time. 

205. The reason of that was to prevent people from 
giving their horses a gallop “in company’? —I do not 
know. 

206. You said it was desirable to cut down the number 
of acceptances and you admit that this money goes into 
private funds?—Yes. 

207. As far as the club is concerned, inereasing the cost 
of starting would be no advantage to it2—No. 

208. It would tend to cause a lot of people not to pay 
the extra £1, because they would not have a chance?— 
They might not have the money to pay. We have had 
twelve and thirteen races since they put on the extra 
money, so it has not had the desired effect. 

209. As far as the club is concerned the extra cost of 
starting means no benefit to it?—No. 

210. Does the late scratching fee go to the club?—To 
the winner. 


911. 10s. goes to the club?—Yes. 
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212. You have said that the average prize was about 
£60 ?—Yes. 

213. You know there are seventy-two meetings a year 
for all the clubs?—I refer to the present time. 

214. For the seventy-two meetings held the four clubs 
distributed £98,000. Do you think that the average 
amount per meeting was over £1,300?—Yes. 

215. Is it not a fact that that is more than the other 
proprietary clubs such as Moorefield, Canterbury and Rose- 
hill gave last year’—I do not know what they gave for 
prize-money. Those clubs are outside of the metropolitan 
area and would not get the same patronage. Victoria 
Park is about a mile and a half from the railway, Ken- 
sington is about two miles, and Canterbury is eight ard 
a half miles. 

216. That distance does not present the public from at- 
tending ?—I think it does, to an extent. The public will 
only go where they have a chance to win. If they find 
there is a second-rate horse in the first division of a race 
they will not back him. If he is the same class they 
will. 

217. Would it make a substantial difference in the at- 
tendance if there were thirteen or fifteen events?’—Yes. 

218. I understand you do not know what Moorefield, 
Rosehill and other clubs give?—No, but I think they give 
as much. 

219. If they give £1,800 away, with added money, which 
brings the amount up to £1,400, and Canterbury and 
Moorefield give only £1,100, there is a fairly substantial 
difference in favour of the A.R.C.?—Yes. 

220. You told the Committee that pony racing methods 
were as clean as those at Randwick ?—Yes. 

221. I suppose it is necessary to have stipendiary stew- 
ards ?—Undoubtedly. 

222. The clubs appoint three men to act for the four 
clubs ?—Yes. 

223. They are high-salaried officials ?—Yes. 

924, When vacancies occur advertisements are inserted 
in the newspapers for responsible persons to fill the posi- 
tion, and of the three members appointed one operates in 
the ring, to watch the betting, and two are primarily to 
watch the racing. Before the race starts those three men 
mect together and they watch the race and see whether 
the horses run straight?—Yes, that is what they are 
there for. 

225. There is nothing wrong with that system ?—No. 

226. No matter whether it is at Randwick or on the 
A.R.C. courses, there are always horses that have to be 
watched ?—Yesg. 

227. Do’you suggest that if an owner does not back his 
horse the stipendiary stewards will have him in?—They 
may. 

228. If the stipendiary stewards are of opinion that a 
horse is not running straight they try to find out if any 
money has been put on the horse by the owner ?—Yes. 

229. That is fair?—Yes. If the owner cannot prove 
that he has backed his horse he may go out for twelve 
months. 

230. If you can bring one concrete instance of that be- 
fore the Committee I am prepared to prove what that man 
went out for?—If they prove that they had backed their 
horses that exonerates them. But if an owner cannot 
prove that he has backed his horse he may go out, although 
he may be a straight goer. 

231. As far as the stewards are concerned, whether they 
make mistakes or not, three meet together and watch the 
racing to see that the horses run fairly ?—Exactly. 

232. If in their opinion a horse is not run fairly, it is 
not unjust to find out whether the owner or anybody else 
put money on the horse?—No. As soon as. the boy comes 
in they get hold of him and take him into the room. They 
get hold of the owner, too. 

33. The evidence is taken down in shorthand. Wit- 
nesses are called, and evidence is heard as to how the 
horses have run, As far as the business is concerned, 
there is nothing wrong with that?—No. 


234. An aggrieved man can call evidence. He can call 
the jockey, and his evidence is taken down in shorthand 
before a decision is come to?—Yes. 

235. Assuming they are honourable men, that is the 
proper way to conduct such an inquiry ?—Yes. 

936. If any man is aggrieved with the decision, he can 
lodge an appeal with Mr. Underhill, the secretary ‘Yes. 

237. He gets notice that the appeal will be heard, and 
is told that he can call additional evidence, and he can 
go before four business men to decide on the evidence 
taken ?—Yes. 

938. The aggrieved man can, if he wishes, call fresh 
evidence before that tribunal?—Yes. 

239. Then that tribunal decides either in fayour or 
against, and it is not unknown for them to decide against 
the stewards ?’—They have on a few occasions. 

240. As far as the stewards being present is concerned, 
they are there to give evidence if required. Is there 
anything wrong with that?—No, I have nothing against it. 

241. You want another court of appeal?—A board of 
appeal. It is easy to find against an innocent man. The 
first statement of the stewards when you go before the 
board may be, ‘You did not back your horse; we confirm 
the disqualification.” 

2942. You suggest a third tribunal?—I think it is only 
fair that there should be some authority with power over 
the A.R.C., and who can manage racing affairs to their 
own way of thinking. The A.R.C. has nothing to fear any 
more than we have as long as they do the right thing. 
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If an advisory board were placed over them they have no 


reason to fear anything more than we have. 

243. The satisfaction of such board would sent upon 
how it was constituted ?—Yes. 

244. That board might be just as apt to go wrong as 
the four gentlemen ?—No. 

245. They would not necessarily see the race’—They 
would go on evidence. The present board goes on the 
stewards’ evidence, whereas the independent board would 
act on the evidence taken. 

246. If two properly constituted tribunals do their work 
properly, the method is a fair one, as far as getting the 
truth is concerned ?—They try to get at the truth. 


247. If a horse is disqualified they may disqualify the 
horse, the owner, the jockey, or the trainer, or all of 
them ?—Exactly. 


248. If they think a horse has been run “crook,” they 
may decide that it was the fault of the jockey ’—They 
have never yet decided on the jockey. 


259. They may disqualify the trainer and not the owner $ 
Exactly. An owner or a trainer may have done nothing 
“crook.” He may say to the jockey, “Do not knock the 
horse about,” and it may be thought that by telling him 
not to knock the horse about he was told not to win the 
race. A jockey might ease a horse, and the stewards might 
think it was done to prevent him winning the race. 


250. If an owner gave instructions to a jockey “not 
to knock the horse about,” the jockey would have a fair 
idea of what he meant?—Any number of horses win at 
twenty to one and the owners have not a farthing on them, 


251. Or when they win in spite of instructions ?—No. 


252. Supposing a man has ten horses and one is rubbed 
out; it does not follow that it will affect the other nine’— 
It has. 


953. Supposing it is most flagrant, and they decide they 
will disqualify the trainer for all his horses. That still 
may not affect the owner?—Not necessarily. 


254. If they were his own horses the position would be 
different from what it would be if he leased them ?—It is 
impossible for an owner to take a horse away until a lease 
has expired. 

255. Mr. Mutch.] Do I understand that the disqualifica- 
tion of a trainer in respect of one horse affects the whole 
of his stable horses ?—Yes. ; 
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256. Mr. Curtts.] Supposing a man is rightly rubbed 
out by the Committee for “crook” racing, is there anything 
unjust, if he has one or ten horses, in debarring him from 
training ?—Yes, I think it is a terrible thing. 

257. Supposing he is disallowed to train any of the re- 
maining nine horses the disqualification would have no 
effect?—He is deprived from following his calling. 

258. What is to stop him putting a dummy in his stable. 
How are they to find out. If you disqualify the man and 
not the horse, would it not render the disqualification 
futile, because he could carry on with another person ?— 
No. I think he should have the right to lease those nine 
horses. 

259. You suggest that the cure for the proprietary bus:- 
ness is for you to have a non-proprietary club. You would 
have to buy land ?—Yes, 

260. Where is the capital coming from?—There is 
enough capital in the pony owners’ association to do that. 

261. You have that saved?—No, but we have our assets. 

262. I thought you were all too broke to do anything 
of that kind?—We have our assets. 

263. Chairman.] You could lease land from the Crown ? 
—Yes. 

264. Mr. Curtis.] Where could you get Crown land in 
the vicinity? 

265. Chairman.] There is Crown land there! 

266. Mr. Curtis.] The land would have to be bought ?— 
Or leased. 

267. You would have to put up your stands and make 
your track?—The people would patronise the course with- 
out stands, if it were a non-proprietary concern. 

268. Victoria Park land was bought many years ago. 
No matter whether it was a racecourse or ordinary private 
land for building, it must have increased in value. There 
is no injustice because of the capital put into that land 
years ago; it is worth more today ?—Yes. 

269. If people had bought that land years ago for sub- 
division purposes they would still have made their money ? 
—It was land lying idle and was unfit for building. 

270. If people, who are presumably business people, have 
come in and bought shares, they have paid what they think 
is fair value for them. As the capital of the four clubs 
amounts to over one million pounds, do you suggest that 
the Government should invest one million and take them 
over?—I say we should have the right to enter into com- 
petition with these other people and have a non-proprietary 
course. We do not want any more racing days. We can 
do, with less racing under a non-proprietary system. 

271. Why ?—Because we would have more prize-money. 
Under the non-proprietary system we could probably have 
£500 a race. 

272. You expressed the opinion that if there was more 
prize-money there would be less temptation to dishonesty? 
—Yes. 

273. You also said that at Randwick, where the prize- 
money is so great, there is no difference between the hcn- 
esty of your men and the honesty there?—I referred to the 
running of the horses, and I did not say Randwick. I 
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referred to the A.J.C. No man would run a horse a bye 
at Randwick. My argument is that it does not pay a men 
to win prize-money. He has to win other money. If he 
Wins prize-money, and he owes money to the tradespeopl, 
they expect him to pay them. If he does not get it out of 
racing he cannot pay them. He has to get a punter to 
back his horse, and the punter will not back the horse if 
he is backing another horse in the race. He may say, 
“T am backing something else to-day; I will back your 
horse next week.” That man would not bother about the 
punter if there were a big stake. He would probably only 
eet £150 from the punter. Every horse would be a trier 
if the stakes were larger. 

274. Whatever the prize-money, the ultimate profits 
must come from the betting ?—Under the present system— 

275. Supposing you made it £200 a race?—If you have 
an extra £100 on the prize-money you must be in a better 
position. 

276. If it cost you £3 to start a horse, and the first prize 
is £100, you are getting £100 for £3, and you would prob- 
ably take five to two from the bookmaker?—You can get 
ten and fifteen to one sometimes. 

277. You have complained that under certain circum- 
stances trainers are not licensed. Before you became a 
trainer you were in the tramway service, and you left and 
trained horses?—-I have been in the training business for 
twenty-five years. I raced ponies for two or three years 
before I made application for a license. 

278. How are you going to test a trainer before you 
license him?—By merit. That is one reason why we 
should have an advisory board. When I entered the rac- 
ing business I raced under the name of Simmons be- 
cause a brother of mine had been disqualified for life. 
Nothing was said while I raced under the name of Sim- 
mons. I left the Government service. I had been a bit 
successful and I bought a horse in Maitland. A man 
named McCrae sent me a horse named Doongar. I raced 
them under the A.R.C. I won with him and came second 
with the other. Someone sent in a letter and said that a 
brother of mine was connected with those horses. I was 
to compete at Ascot, Melbourne. Five minutes before the 
race I was told I could not run in it because Mr. Under- 
hill had said that the horses were not clear. I had to ap- 
proach the appeal board and they lifted the disqualification 
when I showed my bona fides. An embargo was placed 
on me for something my brother was said to have done 
ten or fifteen years ago, which shows that we want an ad- 
visory board to go into these things. 

279. What test would you apply when licensing a train- 
er?—Give consideration to a man who has been in the 
racing business for years. 

280. You said there ought to be some qualification. 
What would you do?—Go into his history as a racing man 
and his association with stables. 

981. How would that make a trainer?—Haying been 
associated with stables he should know something about 
ponies. I do not think you could train a horse, as you 
have followed the law. ‘ | 
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THURSDAY, | NOVEMBER, 1923. 


Present :— 


Mr. O'HALLORAN (In THE CHarr). 


Mr. MAIN, 
Mr. GOLDSTEIN, 
Mr, FRANK BURKE, 


Mr. GREIG, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. MUTCH, 


Mr. JAQUES. 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, Barrister-at-Law, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


John Albert Bonser, accountant and agent, sworn, and 
examined :— 

282. Chairman.] Will you make a general statement /— 
Yes. I have come here to give evidence on a very vital 
question affecting racing—that is, cruelty to dumb ant- 
mals. It is a matter which I think the Government should 
give preference to, even over the management of pony 
racing. I leased a pony eighteen months ago, and I can 
prove that that horse was poisoned. 

283. Mr. Mutch.] What was the horse’s name?—Rosie 
Colour. I refused £300 for the horse a fortnight before 
this happened. It was poisoned as the result of tactics 
that take place in connection with pony racing. 

284. Do you intend to avail yourself of the privileges 
of this inquiry to bring a charge against some person for 
poisoning your pony? If you do we cannot go into that?’— 
I understand this is an inquiry into the conduct of pony 
racing. If a horse is being slowly doped to death, to make 
money, is not inquiry into that in the interest of racing? 
I have been connected with racing for nearly twenty years 
and have handled over forty winners, so that IJ have a 
knowledge of the business. I assure you that there is 
dope to stop horses and that there is other dope to enliven 
them. To substantiate my statement I have a letter from 
John Stewart & Son, veterinary surgeons, as follows :— 
14 24th May, 1922. 

Dear Sir,—Report on post-mortem examination of race 
mare Rosie Colour, held at Tumeth’s boiling-down on Mon- 
day, May 28rd, at 10.30 a.m. ite 

Rosie Colour (Wockalaga—Rose Colour), bay mare, rising 
5 years, branded near shoulder. Marks: Large blaze off 
fore and both hind feet white. 

The lungs showed marked congestion. The heart was full 
of black, loosely-clotted blood, and the endocardium very 
darkly discoloured. ‘The stomach showed considerable in- 
flammation and numerous patches where the mucous mem- 
brane was eroded. At the pyloric orifice there were a num- 
ber of “bots.” The stomach was empty; parts of the bowels 
showed inflammatory areas. The bowels were almost empty 
of food except the large colon. There were a few worm- 
nests present. The liver appeared very darkly discoloured, 
and had a degenerated or parboiled appearance. The spleen 
was enlarged and soft, the kidneys considerably inflamed ; 
the bladder was empty. The body tissues and muscles ap- 
peared yellowish pale and parboiled. No definite systemic 
or microbiec disease was evident. Microscopic examination 
of smears of the blood showed no specific microbes likely to 
cause death. There were no diseased tissues or organs, and 
no rupture, twist, or impaction of the bowels. As far as the 
organs themselves as organs were concerned, there was no 
irregularity present likely to cause death. In my opinion 


death was caused by some irritant poison and not by 
natural causes. 


Yours faithfully, 
J. Roy STEwart, 
(per J.S.) 
Parts of the organs of the animal were examined by Mr. 
¥. H. Molesworth, public analyst, and his report reads :— 


26th May, 1922.. 


Dear Sir,—I have taken possession of a bag and jar con- 
taining parts of the organs of an animal stated to be that 
of a horse. When I received the parcel it was in a state 
of very advanced decomposition. This rendered it difficult, 
if not impossible, to determine the presence of organic 
poison, and made it very unpleasant to analyse it for mineral 
poison. However, I have done so, and have to report that I 
find in it the presence of arsenic in quantities sufficient in 
my opinion to cause death, assuming it to be fairly dis- 
tributed throughout the decomposed organic matter. 


, Yours faithfully, 
jae F. H. Motesworrn, 


* 


I went to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Dumb Animals, and put my case before them, and they 
said it was not a matter for them. I said to them that if 
a horse had a sore shoulder they would take the matter up, 
but that because a horse had been poisoned they would 
take no notice of it. They have eminent men on their 
committee, and I suggest that this Committee should go 
into the matter. I also went to the club stewards, and 
they are perfectly satisfied that this thing took place. - 


285. You mean the A.R.C. stewards ?’—Yes, but, seeing 
that they have to attend the races every twenty-five min- 
utes, they have no time to look around with the object of 
finding out who is doping horses. 

286. Mr. Goldstein.] Can you connect the poisoning of 
that horse with any particular body or individual engaged 
in pony racing¢—Yes. J went to a solicitor in town about 
it. The first thing he said was: “Am I on £100 or no- 
thing.” I replied that I was on nothing. The poisons used 
are arsenic, strychnine, morphia, and other drugs, bought 
under the name of tonics. If you are lucky enough to 
owh a good mare who can win a race, you are very likely 
robbed of the possibility of winning. There are certain 
men who have boys who do what they like. Some years 
ago I made a complaint to one of the stewards, who does 
not preside to-day, and he said, “Bonzer, if they all got 
their deserts, there would no one riding.” That is the 
plain English of it. It is an admission from a steward. 
Cases of poisoning horses are perpetrated in connection 
with pony races by individuals not connected with the 
management of the club. I went to a prominent man in 
Sydney to get him to back my horse. He said, “What is 
your hurry?” And I replied, “I have a horse fit to win, 
and why should I leave till to-morrow what I can do to- 
day?’ He remarked that it was only a matter of business, 
and he offered. me £100 to nothing on the horse he was 
backing in the race to deaden mine. JI would not fall in 
with his suggestion, but they fixed me up in the race. 

287. How?—By colliding with me. They double- 
barrelled me. A prominent bookmaker told me that 
I was gone. A man can say to his boy on top, “Pull up; 
I am backing something else.” I can prove that that goes 
on. You should get rid of half a dozen men out there to 
make an example of them, and you will clean the whole 
thing up. Suppose there are 300 horses racing, if there are 
two meetings a week, I would make both meetings the same 
and let each horsé start once a fortnight. You could then 
cut the number down to 150 each week, and the horses 
would be better off. They would get a run every fortnight, 
instead of every week. 

288. Chairman.] Have you ever brought a specific in- 
stance of doping before the racing authorities ’—Yes, the 
case I have mentioned. 


289. Did you receive any redress?—Only that it must 
have happened off the racecourse, 

290. Was it definitely decided that it happened off the 
racecourse#—How can you tell? They did not go any 
further with it. 

291. Did you report the matter to the stewards?—T did. 

292. Did they hold an inquiry ?—No. 

293. Is it not the custom to hold an inquiry when any- 
thing of that kind is reported to them?—It may be, but 
they did not in my case. 

294. Do you know of such cases where inquiries have 
been held?—I have scen something about it in the papers. 
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295. Is not that a matter that the stewards are supposed 
to attend to on the racecourse ?—Yes, if it happened on the 
racecourse. In this case the horse died off the racecourse. 
They have to find out where the dope was administered, 

296. Have not the stewards a man engaged to keep an 
eye on that?—No; they have a veterinary surgeon. 

297. Do you say it is a common thing for horses to be 
doped?—Yes. I was once travelling in the train, and I 
saw a bulb fall out of a feed bag. It was a sort of squirt. 
They can put it under the horse’s tongue. The boy put 
it away as soon as he could, so that no one could see it. 
It was to dope a horse, and when that is done that is the 
“end of the section.” 

298. Mr. Mutch.] What did you do with the bulb ?’—It 
was not mine. It fell out of a feed-bag. That was to give 
livening-up dope. 

299. Was the horse given the dope?—Yes. 

300. Did he win?—Certainly he did. It seems to be no 
one’s business to see to it. 

801. Chatrman.] I think you said it was the business of 
the stewards to look after matters of that kind?’—I sup- 
pose the stewards would if they could detect it, but as a 
race takes place every twenty-five minutes, what chance 
have they to do it? No one will take the matter up, but I 
can bring enough evidence here to sheet it home. 

302. Have you heard many complaints about this doping 
practice?—If a man has eyes he can see it, without 
hearing about it. They will not come forward. If you put 
on a good veterinary surgeon he would detect it in no time. 

303. Do you suggest two meetings during one day ?—No. 
No horse should be allowed to start more often than once 

a fortnight. If there are 300 horses in training to-day, 
150 could start this week and 150 the next week. 
304. Would that not inflict hardship on a man who had 
‘a horse in good condition?—No. Some wait months. 

305. But some horse might be ready to win’—He could 
hang on for three months. 

306. Mr. Goldstein.] How long have you been training 
horses ’—Fifteen years. 

307. Do you own ponies ?—Yes, 

808. What has been the relationship between yourself 
and the relative pony clubs?—They have always treated 
me decently. 

309. Do you think the prizes offered are big enough for 
honest racing?—I would like to get more myself when I 
win a race. 

310. Are the prizes sufficient to enable a man to earn a 
livelihood?—It¢ depends upon what you call a livelihood. 
Some trainers get paid, and it is their livelihood whether 
they win or lose. I train my own horses, and pay ex- 
penses. I train on lease. The only pony I owned was the 
one I lost. 

311. What events led up to this alleged doping. I under- 
stand you cannot say whether the horse was doped on the 
racecourse or not ?—That horse was doped for three months 
before it died. 

312. Was it the first instance ?—As far as I am concerned 
it was. | erjt> | Bel eal 

- 813. Mr. Burke.] You said a man offered you £100 to 
nothing so as to “stiffen” your horse. Did you complain 
to the stewards?—I was disgusted. 

314. If you had complained, would they have gone into 
it?—I had no proof for them that the doping was done 
on the course. I have only been questioned once in my 
life, and J had a trainer then. Since I have been training 
T have not been questioned. I simply let the matter go. 

315. Are you prepared to put up with an injustice with- 
out making a protest ?—Not again. 

316. Are you satisfied with the prize-money’?—I think 
we ought to get more. 

317. Do you get full justice from the club?—I think we 
_do. It is only the prize-money that is not enough. 

318. What about the appeal board?—I think some regu- 
lar man ought to be there. Let him have his say, 
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319. You do not believe in a board representative of 
trainers, owners, and the Government ?—One good man is 
as good as a dozen others. 

320. I have heard it said that there is a ring amongst 
jockeys ?—Undoubtedly, there is. 

321. How is it arranged?—A well-known boy knows he 
is riding a horse that looks on paper a good thing. There 
might be two others with a chance of beating it. It is the 
easiest thing in the world. A man in a small way cannot 
hold up £100 to the boy to win, but there are men who will 
hold up £50 for him to lose. Sometimes they will have 
them both ways. 

322. Do you know of any specific case brought before the 
clubs for the operation of a jockeys’ ring?—Just before 
the strike I said, “You are allowing this boy to come for- 
ward to rob the public again. You should bring him here, 
and make him make some reparation to me before he is 
given the right to ride again.” 

323. Has any boy ever been punished for operating in a 
jockeys’ ring ?~Yes. 

324. Is there a trainers and owners’ ring?—I am not a 


‘members of the Pony Owners’ Association. 


325. You are a trainer?—Yes, I am one of those “mug” 
trainers that were referred to here the other day. 

326. Does a ring exist between the trainers and owners? 
—TI cannot say. 

327. Is it only the jockeys who resort to these bad prac- 
tices ?—It is men with money. 

328. Is there an owners and trainers’ ring ?~—There 
might be. 

829. You do not know?—I have my own opinion. 

330. Do you know that there is?—I do not know. 

331. Mr. Greig.] Are you racing ponies now?—Yes, two. 

332. I understand that you have been racing for fifteen 


years ’—Yes. 


333. What have you to say about the prize-money given 
by the various clubs?—It might be better. It is too little. 

334. Does the patronage given pony racing permit of 
bigger prize-money being given by the clubs?—I say un- 
hesitatingly that they should give more money. 

335. Ig pony racing more popular to-day than it was 
when you first commenced to train horses ?—Yes, there hag 
been a big increase within the last fifteen years. 

336. Have the owners and trainers increased ?—Yes. 

337. Do you know of men having gone out of the game 
because there is not sufficient money given away by the 
clubs?—No. It might be because they had not horses fit 
to win. 

338. Do you know of any case of hardship?—No. 

339. I think you said you had no occasion, with the ex- 
ception of the poisoning incident, to complain to the stew- 
ards. J want to know how many times you have com- 
plained to the stewards about irregularities which you have 
noticed on the course ?—About three times, and all recently. 
I made up my mind that the next fellow that gets me, I 
will get him, too. 

340. You have protested to the stewards and asked for 
an inquiry on three occasions ?—Yes, 

341. Were you satisfied with the way in which the stew- 
ards met you?—Yes, only that they did not take action. 
Im making a charge it is often very difficult to prove it, 
but I am pretty safe when I take up any matter. 

342. Were you dissatisfied with the treatment meted out 
to you by the stewards ?—Mr. Taylor said, “Bonzer, we will 
spare none of them from this out. We will make it warm 
for them.” I then said, “When these fiends come inter- 
fering with another horse, do not give them six months or 
twelve months, but rub them off altogether.” 

343. Were you satisfied with the way in which the pony 
racing authorities met your protest?—On the last assur- 
ance J got, yes. They said that any complaint I kad to 
make in future they would deal with, and strictly, tos. I 
have not lodged a complaint since, but I will not hesitate 
to do so if I think it is necessary. 


344, Were you present at the inquiry ?—No, 
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345, What is your opinion about inquiries into alleged 
irregularities on the racecourse being open to the public? 
—They should be. There should be a representative of the 
Government there, and the evidence should be published 
in the papers. 

346, Would that tend to clarify pony racing ?—Yes, 

347. What about the number of racing days?—One day 

a week is plenty in the city. There are plenty of avenues 
for racing in the country. 
348. Mr. Jaques.] I understand that you went to see a 
man in the city and asked him to back a horse for you. 
Do you say that a bookmaker told you you were gone?— 
Yes, the next day. 

349. Not before the race?—-No. 
boy would have come off. 

350. Did you suspect the boy for “ pulling” the horse ?— 
Yes, and he has never sat on one of my horses since. I 
have told him to his face. 

351. Did you suspect you were gone before the race?’— 
No. 

352. You backed your horse?—I do not back much. I 
take the prize money. 

353. Had you reason to think, before the race, that you 
were not going to get a “go” ?—No. 

354. Did not the market tell you?—No, you eannot go 
on that. No one knows my business but myself. 

355. They would know half an hour before the race who 
is going to ride the horses ?—Yes. 

356. You have the right to go to the stewards before the 
race starts and complain, and ‘they will change the jockey? 


Had that been go, the 


- —Yes, or you can give him a pound and tell him you do 


not want him. 

357. After the names are put up?—Yes. 
the post, with the stewards’ permission. 

358. You cannot do it without consulting the stewards ?— 
No. I have first to go to the stewards, and on my com- 
plaint they will do it. 

359. Mr. Main.] Do you suggest that Rosie Colour was 
doped in another stable?—Yes; off the course. When she 
went out she was like a wooden horse. After the horse has 
walked about a bit and got going the dope begins to act. 

360. I understood you to say that the stewards will not 
take cognisance of certain matters that take place on the 


racecourse ?—That is so. They have not time to do every- 
thing. 


Tf they are at 


361. If you reported the use of the syringe to the 
stewards, would they not take action ?—Yes. 

362. Why did you not report it?—That is not my busi- 
ness. 

363, Are you sure that you know what dope will en- 
liven a horse?—Yes. 

364. Mr. Mutch.] Does it act like the monkey gland 
treatment ?—It makes them go quicker. 

365. Mr. Main.] Are you aware that Professor Stewart 
has been inquiring into this matter for years, and that he 
can find no dope that will liven a horse in the way you 
suggest? Are you prepared to let him know of this liven- 
ing dope of which you have spoken ?—TI do not mix it up. 

366. I understand you know where it can be procured? 
—Yes. 

367. Would you let Professor Stewart know where it is 
procurable?—No, that is not my business. But I will get 
you the man who doped my horse. 

368. You say there are dopes to liven and to deaden 
horses, and you bring the matter forward in the interests 
of the prevention of cruelty to dumb animals?—Yes, for 
the good of dumb animals. 

369. Is it not your duty to produce these alleged dopes 
before the Committee?—I have not got them. I am not 
the only one who knows about them. I will give you 
every assistance you want. Give me an introduction to 
Professor Stewart and J will assist him all I can. To a 
certain station three mares were sent to the stallion. The 
first year they missed, the second year they missed again, 
and they afterwards died. The owner sent word up to 


have them cut up. Half of their inside was found to be 
eaten away with arsenic. When I say that I am not “ talk- 
ing through my neck.” 

370. I thought arsenic had a different effect on the 
internal organs?—What I tell you is a fact. When one 
mare was cut up enough poison was found to fill a tea 
cup, and the blood was thickened. One horse dropped 
dead one morning. © 

371. Mr. Goldstein.] What did it drop dead from; was 
it the weight of money on it?—It was poisoned. A man 
once asked me did I know a certain horse, and I said that 
IT did. He then gaid, “I will give him some “ hurry up.” 
He won, and [ had a “ quid ” on it. 

372. Mr. Cann.] Was this bulb or syringe that you. have 
mentioned in a bag ?Yes, in the feed-bag. 

873. Was it the owner or the trainer who had it?—It 
was one of the flunkeys about the stable, and it fell out of 
the bag in the train, and he smothered it up quick and 
lively. 

374. He would be working under the trainer ?—Yes. 

375. Did he know what it was for?—Of course he did. 

376. Would it not be your business if they “ stiffened ” 
your horse to report the matter to the stewards?—It is my 
business, but it is the Government’s business to inquire 
into the matter, too. 

377. You are an owner-trainer, and you lease horses. 
You train them up to the point when they are ready to 
take the course, then you hand them over to the jockey? 
—Yes. And when they get up they own the business. 

878, At what point is the dope administered ?—Perhaps 
in the stall, about half an hour before the race. They use 
a little needle, and they stick it in just under the horse’s 
mane. There are other ways of doing it. It leaves a 
small blister for two or three days. 

379. Is it a similar operation for quickening or deaden- 
ing a horse?——No. There are different ways of doing it. 

380. Is the dope always injected with a hypodermic 
needle?—It may be, or it may be put down a horse’s 
throat. 

381. Does the quickening dope make the horse win ?—It 
night. It makes him go quicker. 

382. Do you know of anyone else who hag seen this 
alleged doping operation ?—I know of a case where a horse 
got the needle. That horse was immediately sold to one 
cf the shrewdest men in the racing game. He got one 
of the best available trainers to work on him, and he has 
not won a race since. 

383. Do you know of anyone else who can give us 
similar evidence?—I can give you the statement of a 
“vet.” to my lad. There was a horse which was attended 
by my boy. He said, “Come and look at this horse’s 
knee.” He knew that the horse could gallop. The “ vet.” 
said, “I can fix that up for a fiver. I will give him some- 
thing that will make him win in five weeks.” I said, “ You 
tell him to go to blazes.” 

384, Was it a veterinary surgeon who said that?—A 
half-bred “ vet.”—probably one who had no license. Jon- 
orable men doing veterinary surgery will not do that. 
This man had the name of being clever at this business. 
His name was mentioned to me the other day. I was 
simply told, “So-and-so can fix this knee up for you.” I 
had a little mare running at Victoria Park. A horse 
started at 6 to 4 and ran nowhere. Later the horse won. 
Mr. Kingsley has told me that boys have got him. 

385. Your inference is that the moneyed man and the 
dope merchant work together?—No. The moneyed men 
and the jockeys work together. 

386. Where does the dope man come in?’—That is done 
in the stable or perhaps on the course. 

387. Mr. Goldstein.] What object would he have in 
doping the horse?—It might be on a 2 to 1 chance, and 
someone has got in in front of him. He cannot trust the 
bey on top.. They go like scalded cats for about 3 fur- 
longs, and that is the end of it. 

388. Mr. Mutch.] You said that you had reported certain 
occurrences to the stewards on three occasions ?—Yes. 
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839. That is nearly eighteen months ago’—I reported 
to Mr. Morris. 

390. Regarding the running of the mare you mentioned, 
did you report it to the stewards?—When you lease a 
horse it is practically out of your hands. 

391. Did you hold an interest in the horse?—Only in 
regard to prize-money. 

392. You had an interest in the horse to the extent of 
one-third ?—Yes, : 

393. If the horse was fit to win, you would receive intfor- 
mation from the trainer?’—-Yes, but as I had no money to 
_ot with it did not concern me. 

394. How long after the horse had been running did it 
die?—It was “crook” on the day after the race and on 
the Monday it died. 

3895. How long afterwards did you report the matter 
to the stewards?’—During the next week. 

396. Did Mr. Morris take no action?—He said, “ What 
can one do?’ 

397. You could have reported the matter to the police? 
—I had the police on the job. 

398. What was the result?—Smcke. A police officer 
went out and searched the house to try and find any dope 
that might be there. 

399. Is the man, alleged to be responsible for that, a 
trainer to-day ?—Yes, under another man. 

400. Chairman.] A licensed trainer ?—No, 

401-2. Mr. Mutch.] You have keen training horses for 
fiften years; are you a licensed trainer?—Yes, although 
I do not use the license. 

403. How long have you been licensed?—Since the last 
three or four months. They made me take out a license. 
I have had the license for seven or eight years without a 
break, 

404. For which period did you have a license/—From 
1913 to about 1920. 

405. I understand that nothing came of your complaint 
concerning the death of Rosie Colour. What was the na- 
ture of the next complaint ?—“ Pulling” a horse of mine. 

406. Did you complain immediately after the race?— 
No. I was anyhow at the time. 

407. How ?—Physiecally, financially—everything. 

408. Are you still that way?—-No; I have my “nut” to- 
day. 

409. Did you have your “nut” yesterday ?—Yes; I was 
ot at the races yesterday. 

410. Have you any horses in training now ?—Yes, two. 

411. How long is it since you raced?—Two weeks ago. 

412. Your complaint on the second occasion was that the 
jockey “pulled” your horse?—Without a doubt. 

413. How long after the race was run did you complain 
to the steward ?¢—I cannot say. It might have been a month 
afterwards. J might casually remark to the stewards that 
a certain gentleman ought to be put off the racecourse. 
I was told that he was a bad egg. 

414. Could you prove that he was?—JI tried to get him 
over another matter. Two of the biggest bookmakers told 
me that if I could get him I should be doing the turf a 
good turn. 

415. Do you know that the club officials have the right 
to refuse any person admission to the racecourse without 
giving any reason ?—Yea. 

416. You made no specific charge of malpractice against 
the man which would justify the stewards exercising their 
powers?—No. But I would not put the boy up again. 

417. Is it the boy ?—It is the man that gets to the boy. 

418. Is he any relation of the boy ?—I do not know. 

419. Is the boy employed by him?—I do not know. 

420. Is the man a bookmaker or a trainer?—No. 

421. What is he?—Just a gentleman living on his crooked 
business. 

422. What was the third complaint ?—That this boy who 
robbed me should not be allowed to rob other people. 

423. Have you seen them since?—No, they are different 
to-day. 

424, Having lodged a complaint, I presume the stewards 
would keep an eye on the boy —Yes, 
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425, Has that boy been disqualified since you made a 
complaint ?—Yes, twice since. 

426, How long ago is it since the horse ran?—At the end 
of last year, or early this year. 

427, Do I understand that within the last twelve months 
that boy has been sent out tiwee?—Yes. He is riding to- 
day. ; 

428, How long was he sent out for?—Six months. A 
fortnight after I lodged my complaint they had him up 
for something else. 

429. Mr. Qurtis.] The doping to which you have re- 
ferred must have been done on the racecourse or off it ?— 
In my case it was done off the course. 

430. Where was the horse racing on the Wednesday after 
which it died ?’—Ascot. 

431. You are of opinion that it was gradually doped?— 
Yes. The colour of its blood was enough to prove that. 

432. The club can have no control of what takes place 
outside the course?—That is so, certainly. 

433. Once a horse arrives on the course he is given his 
particular stall, and a trainer is appointed who has a boy 
to look after it?-—-Not necessarily. 

434. There is no possible way by which the club officials 
could watch 300 horses ?—No. 

435. The responsibility must rest with the owners and 
trainers ?—Exactly. 

436. The doping would be done by the trainer, or by 
somebody employed by the trainer ?’—By the man who has 
the horse. 

437. There is no possible way by which the clubs could 
stop that being done?—Yes, I suggest an independent man. 
Only a veterinary surgeon could detect that. 

438, The club could institute no system to stop them in- 
jecting dope into a horse?—No. 

439. If anybody suspected that a horse had been doped, 
the trainer or the owner would know it?—Yes. 

440, He has the right to go immediately to the stewards, 
who will act?Yes. 

441. If the owner or the trainer, provided he is honest, 
believes his horse has been interfered with, he can have his 
horse examined ?—Yes. 

442, Under the present system, the moment a complaint 
is lodged the stewards do act?—Yes. 

443. When an allegation is made by an honest trainer 
that a horse has been interfered with, a swabbing is taken? 
—Yes. 

444, What protection by the club could you have other 
than that?—I do not know. 

445. Where you have racing you have dishonesty ?—Yes, 
but you can purify it to a great extent. 

446. Provided you have honest trainers?—You cannot 
have everybody honest at the races, but you can have it 
better than it is to-day. 

447. Immediately you lodge a complaint the stewards 
will act. What better system can you have than that?—I 
was standing alongside a bookmaker, and the gentleman I 
referred to was speaking ofa horse which was a red-hot 
favourite. JI heard the bookmaker ask him, “What is it? 
The man who owns the horse told me that they put £750 
on it.” When they legged the boy up, he said, “It is a 
terrible price.” What has it got to do with the boy what 
price it is? Some of these clever gentlemen can get £200 
out of the bookmaker for losing. 

448. As far as the clubs are concerned, provided they 
have competent stewards, who will immediately listen to 
compiaints, and who will take a swabbing of a horse, you 
cannot do anything more?—They want someone to look 
after the doping. 

449. There are three competent stewards, and you have 
no grievance against them as far as their conduct is con- 
cerned ’—They had me up once. 

450. You will admit that it is the proper thing, where a 
horse is suspected to have run “ crook,” to inauire whether 
the owner has put money on it?—Yes, that is what they 
are there for. 
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451, You will admit that the three stewards are compe- 
tent men ?—Undoubtedly. 

452. They are anxious to listen to complaints ?—Y es. 

453. You will admit also that when a jockey has 
“pulled” a horse it is no use going to the stewards with a 
complaint a month afterwards ?’—Yes, 

454, It is your own fault if you do not go sooner ?—Yes. 

455. Do you know of any complaint made which the 
stewards have not been anxious to attend to?—No. 

456. Do you know the method of inquiry conductetd by 
the stewards?—I know that shorthand notes are taken of 
the statements. 

457. Do you know anything unfair there!—No, but I 
recall to mind the Half Yetman case. 

458. Did you give evidence against that ?—Yes. 

459. Is it not a fair way to take evidence?—Yes, un- 
doubtedly. 

460, Is not every effort made to vet 4 at the truth ?—Yes. 

461. You suggest that there should be one person to 
~epresent the Government there? Would you expect the 
Government to appoint a racing man or a non-racing 
man ?’—Well, it would not be much use putting a parson 
there, would it? 

462. I do not suggest it. But how could any better 
person be appointed by the Government than those the 
club themselves appoint ?—They have more than they can 
do at present. There ought to be some man outside to 
deal with these thieving mongrels. 

463. You know that the clubs have their special race- 
course detectives ?—They have one. 

464. There is nothing to prevent the police going there. 
Ag far as racing is concerned, how could a Government 
representative do any better ah they do at present ?— 
Give a man a decent salary to stay there and attend to 
these matters which the stewards do not attend to. 

465. Do you think, if the Government had a dozen men 
there, it would be just the same?—Probably it would, but 
a man would only want to be there for three months to 
find out these things. 

466. Boys and trainers are regularly disqualified. Does 
that not indicate that the clubs are doing their best to 
prevent “crook” racing’—Yes. But it is not the boys 
who cause all the trouble. 


467. Mr. Greig.] In answer to Mr. Curtis, you said that 
the treatment meted out to you by the stewards has been 
satisfactory to you. When that accident occurred, as the 
result of which your horse was, as you said, deliberately 
bumped to injure its chance of winning, you did not com- 
plain for a month afterwards ?—That is so. 

468. Chairman.],I understood you to say that the dope 
was administered to your horse off the course ?—Yes. 

469. You also said that it required about a quarter of 
an hour before the dope began to operate effectively #— 
Well, there are different kinds of dopes. I did not say a 
quarter of an hour exactly. Dope administered by the 
needle would take about twenty minutes to get working 
properly. Arsenic might be administered to a horse for 
quite a long time. 

470. Have you seen a horse doped?—I saw my own 
horse—yes, I have seen it dozens of times. 

471. Mr. Curtis.] You did not report it?—What had it 
to do with me? I have seen a man with a bottle doping a 
horse. It is for the Government to go into this and 
prevent it. 

472. Mr. Goldstein.] You would have said nothing about 
the impropriety of doping horses if you yourself had not 
been personally affected ?—No. 

473. Is there any impropriety connected with the mea- 
suring of ponies’—Yes. There was a 14.1 horse which was 
made a 14 hands horse. One day when travelling in the 
train a man said, “I do not know what they do, but I 
will find my friend out and it might cost a fiver.” They 
got the horse down from 14.3% to 14.2. 

474. Mr. Main.] Did the man who measured the pony 
accept the fiver ?—No. 

475. Do they use whisky on horses?—-They often chuck 
good whisky away on ponies. 

476. Mr. Burke.] I suppose it causes them to “ droop?” 
—Yes, and they do not give a dam. I do not say that a 
horse is not in a “crook” condition when it comes to be 
measured. Sand-bags are sometimes put on it. 

477. Mr. Goldstein.] You say that these practices are in 
operation, but you have given us no definite evidence ?—L 
think I have. 


TUESDAY, 6 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
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Mr. MUTCH, 
Mr. MAIN, 


Mr. GREIG. 


Mr, W. J. Curtis, represented by Mr. Hunter, Barrister-at-Law, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs, 
, rep y ’ 


Thomas Dominic Kingsley, pony trainer and secretary of 
the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association, recalled, 
and further examined :— 


478. Chairman.| Did you mean to say during your pre- 
vious evidence that racing was just as straight on the pony 
courses as it is on the A.J.C. courses ?—I meant proprietary 
course racing under A.J.C. regulations. There is probably 
straighter racing at Randwick than there is on any other 
course in Australia. 

479. You are of opinion that proprietary pony racing is 
just as clean as proprietary horse racing under the A.J.C. ? 
—Yes. At a recent Warwick Farm meeting at Randwick 
the smallest prize for the day was £500. 

480. Mr. Main.] Did they have a profit?—I do not go 
into that. 


481. Chairman.] What did you say about Warwick 
Farm?—There are alterations going on there, and the 


A.J.C. are taken over the Warwick Farm racecourse. The 
smallest prize given on the day was £500. 

482. There were five races at £500 and one at £750%— 
Yes. 

483. Mr. Jaques.] Did you mean to tell the Committee 
that pony racing is just as clean as racing at Randwick ?— 
No, I mean proprietary racing under the A.J.C. 

484. Mr. Goldstein.] You say that racing at Randwick 
is absolutely clean, but there is a suspicion that a similar 
amount of “pulling” takes place on the pony courses as 
would be done on a proprietary course under_A.J.C. rule? 
—Yes. 

485. Can you prove that?—Yes, the disqualifications 
show that. 

486. Chairman.] Your opinion is that non-proprietary 
racing makes for cleaner sport?—Yes. And they give more 
prize money, and the tendency is to run straight. Some 
of our people are intimidated to such an extent that they 
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do not want to come before the Committee and give evi- 
dence. They say that nothing will come out of this in- 
quiry, and that when it is over they will have the “boot” 
put into them for some trivial action if they do come 
here. 

487. Are they afraid of victimisation?—Yes. They are 
afraid of the “acid” being put on them. We should have 
some right to appeal. I do not say they are not fair-minded 
men who inquire under present conditions, but they can 
do things, and a lot of notice is taken of their secretary. 
In reference to licensing on our courses, in reply to a 
question put to me during my former evidence, I think the 
Committee understood that I applied to the Chief Secre- 
tary in reference to the Kembla Grange meeting. I alluded 
to the A.R.C., to whom we made application, and from 
whom we got no reply to our letter. I did not mean the 
Minister, but the A.R.C. Outside the metropolitan area 
you can run as Many meetings as you like. We dare not 
call for nominations for another meeting, because our men 
are afraid that an embargo will be placed on horses. If 
there was some properly-constituted Board, to which we 
could make application, we would naturally expect justice. 


488. Mr. Jaques.|Any club has power to refuse nomina- 
tion, without giving any reason ?—Yes. 


489. That is frequently done?—Yes. You may be re- 
ported for doing something that you did not do. The 
authorities will go into the matter, and say, “Oh, well, 
this man is reliable—we believe what he says,” and out 
goes the man. 


490. Mr. Mutch-| Do you know of instances of that 
kind ?—I know of men who have been refused their nomina- 
tion. No reason is given. A man may be seen in the com- 
pany of certain men and for that really he may be dis- 
qualified. 

491. Mr. Jaques.] They do refuse to re-license jockeys, 
not because they have done things on the course, which 
they should not do, but because they knock about with 
undesirable companions?—That is so. If they get drunk 
or do other things which they should not do, they are nct 
fit to ride in a race. 

492. Mr. Burke.| Your point is that there should be an 
appeal’—Yes. At present it is much like the policemen’s 
evidence. His words are usually believed before those of 
the accused person. . 

493. Mr. Greig.] What body should constitute the Appeal 
Board?’—There should be one member representing the 
proprietors, one representing the trainers, and an inde- 
pendent chairman. Take the case of a jockey at the recent 
boyeott meeting. Pike was his name. He had permission 
to ride 14.2 ponies. He would not ride during the boycott. 
As soon as everything had quietened down the A.R.C. took 
his license from him. They put another man in his place, 
simply because he would not ride during the boycott. It 
1s victimisation to that extent. All the other A.R.%. boys 
got them, and I think the authorities should have over- 
looked the matter. 

494. Mr. Goldstein.] Is he still deprived of his license 2— 
Yes. Eight boys are licensed to come over to ride, and 
because Pike would not ride at that particular meeting he 
has lost the privilege of riding on pony courses. 

495. Chawman.] Did the A.R.O. give a reason?—I be- 
lieve they sent him a letter. There was some talk about 
the matter going before the A.J.C. 

496. Mr. Burke. I understand that he was registered by 
the A.J.C. and by the A.R.C. to go over to the course and 
ride 14.2 ponies ?—Yes. : 

497. The A.R.C. refused his license?—They cancelled 
it. His license would go for six months. He was cut out 
before it expired. : 

498. I understand he still retained the A.J.C. license ?— 
Yes. 

499. Mr. Mutch.] Do you say that the A.R.C. cancelled 
this jockey’s license because he would not ride at the 
boyeott meeting ?—Yes. 
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500. Chairman.] Have you a copy of the intimidating 
circular sent out by the A.R.C.?—No, but I will get it for 
you. 

501. Mr. Mutch-] Did the Owners and Trainers Asso- 
ciation institute a boycott of A.R.C. meetings because of 
some decision of the A.R.C.?’—It was not altogether that. 
There were two men who held licenses by the A.R.C., and 
we wanted them in our association. Because they would 
not join, a motion was passed at one of our meetings to 
the effect that we would not race until such time as these 
men joined up. 

502. The boycott was maintained for three meetings ’— 
Yes. 

503. What action did the A.R.C. take?—They cancelled 
the jockey’s licenses. 

504. All jockeys or all jockeys who refused to ride ?— 
All who refused to ride. But there were a couple of jockeys 
away at the time, and they had no information about it. 

505, After racing -was resumed, following on the boycott, 
do you know of any owner, trainer, or jockey who rode or 
raced during the boycott and who has been disqualified /— 
No. 

506. Do you know of any owner, trainer, or jockey who 
took part in the boycott, having been disqualified ?2—I 
think there has been a disqualification. I would not say 
whether the boy was guilty or not. 

507. Do you know of any owner, trainer, or jockey who 
took part in the boycott meeting being brought before the 
stewards for an explanation?—No. I believe one jockey 
got three months disqualification, but it was reduced to a 
fine of £10. Another jockey had to do six months. 

508. Does that apply to the owner and trainer ?2—No. Tle 
usual thing is for the owner not to be disqualified. 

509. Mr. Burke.] There has been no case to your know- 
ledge since the strike?—No. 

510. That would occur under any circumstances ?—Yes. 

511. Mr, Mutch.] Do you know of any owner or trainer 
who has been advised by anybody associated with the 
clubs in an official capacity, or by anyone acting for an 
official of the clubs, not to give evidence before this 
Committee ?—No. 

512. You say there are a number who fear they will be 
victimised if they give evidence here?—Yes. 

513. How can they be victimised?—They could be dis- 
qualified from running their horses. They could ask you 
in the room, “Did you back your horse?’ and if you say, 
“no,” they could disqualify you. It is a fact that the 
stewards have men in nine times out of ten, who prove 
that they have backed their horses. Nine men out of ten 
get out of it when the stewards have them in the room. 
They prove that they did back their horses. - If it were 
provided they did not back their horses, they might get 
twelve months or two years’ disqualification, and yet they 
might be quite innocent. The stewards do make mistakes, 
because they have men in the room who have proved that 
they backed their horses. 

514. Mr. Goldstei.] It certainly shows that the stewards 
make an honest effort to keep the game clean?—Yes, 

515. In view of the statements made that certain prac- 
tices take place on the racecourse the stewards are prob- 
ably justified in bringing these men in, because complaints 
have been made that racing is not kept as clean on pro- 
prietary courses as it is by the A.J.C. Your statement is 
complimentary to the stewards, because it shows that they 
endeavour to get an explanation from men who, in their 
judgment, have not run consistently ?—Yes. 

516. Mr. Burke.] You would not object to the stewards 
calling them up, as long as these men had the right of 
appeal to an independent body ?’—Yes. 

517. Mr. Greig.] Is a shorthand-writer present when 
these inquiries are held ?—Yes. 

518. Mr. Mutch.] Is it recognised that a horse must be 
given a run in a race in order to get him into racing form? 
—Yes. You can gallop a horse ten times on the track, yet 
one race “in company ” is better for him than that. 
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519. Although it is known that he is not fit to win?— 
Yes. 

520. Mr. Greig.] When the stewards call you up to give 
an explanation, do you remain there during the whole of 
the inquiry /—Yes. 

521. You can hear everything said for and against ?— 
Yes. 

522. Is it customary for the stewards to give you a copy 
of the proceedings ’—No. 

523. If you are an interested party you can remain and 
hear them?—Yes. Some of our men, including jockeys, 
say that the shorthand notes are altered to suit the A.R.C. 

524. Have you any evidence that the shorthand notes 
have been altered in this way?—No. It is only what we 
hear from the men. 

525. During the difference between your association and 
the men who would not link up with you, did you have 
any correspondence with the A.R.C.?—No. 

526. Did you communicate with them?—No. 

527. Mr. Mutch.] Not at all?—No. We waited upon 
them, 

528. Mr. Greig.] When you endeavoured to bring pres- 
sure to bear on these two men to join your association, 
cid you, by deputation, before the boycott, approach the 
association ?—Yes, for six months, and they said it could 
do nothing in the matter. They had legal opinion. They 
said it was not a matter that concerned them at all. Every 
man has the right to a fair deal. It is the general opinion 
that the boys who stopped and raced during the boycott 
will have preference. 

529. Mr. Burke.] What remuneration do the stewards 
receive?—I cannot tell you the amount, but they get a 
good salary. 

5380. Is there any rule preventing jockeys from betting ?— 
Yes. 

531. Is there any rule preventing stewards from betting? 
—Yes. 

532. Is there anything to prevent stewards from bet- 
ting /—It is said that they do bet. 

533. If they do bet, would they not be lable to be 
biassed in judging a race?—Yes. 

534. Is that a reason for the appointment of an appeal 
board ‘—Yes. 

535. It is said that jockeys bet directly?’—Yes. A 
jockey will have a bet if he is not riding. 

536. I suppose it would be possible for a jockey riding 
to have a. bet too?—Yes. It is recognised that jockeys get 
punters to back horses for them. 

5387. I suppose the same thing applies to the stewards ?— 


Yes. 


5388. Chairman.] If either the jockeys or the stewards 
were caught betting would they be penalised ’—The jockeys 
would be. The stewards were betting fairly openly until 
recently. They might say, “I believe that horse was 
stopped.” ‘Then, when that horse is sent over to their 
course, they watch it with the object of sending the man 
out, because they had a bit on him and he ran nowhere. 

539. Mr. Creig.|] Is there anything to prevent a jockey 
or a steward from betting ?—The jockey has to bet “‘ under 
the lap.” The A.R.C. should have no objection to a board 
such as I suggest. They have nothing to fear from such 
a board. 

540. Mr. Main.|] An advisory board of appeal would hold 
a different function?—You could allow them to have an 
appeal board, or you could have it all in one. 

541. I gather that you do not like the present board of 
appeal; why would you press for an advisory board ?’—To 
have the right of appeal. It would be more likely to carry 
out its duties satisfactorily. If a man had not good 
evidence to offer he would not go before it. 

542. What should the advisory board do besides hear ap- 
peals; should it take over the control of racing ’—Yes, of 
non-proprietary racing. These other clubs are there for 
what they can get, the same as the A.R.C. people. Trainers 
on pony courses have not the same advantages as people 
racing on the A.J.C. course. If they have a horse good 
enough they can take him to Randwick and win an 
£8,000 race. 

543. The present board of appeal does override tha 
stewards sometimes /—Yes; they have reduced sentences at 
times. 

544. Chairman.] It was stated here the other day that 
there is a jockeys’ ring Do you know of one?—No. There 
may be jockeys who work on their own, but I am pretty 
sure there is no ring. 

545. Mr. Mutch.] A ring would imply that certain 
jockeys combine to allow certain horses to win’—I do 
not believe that is done. ‘Statements have also been 
made that horses are doped. I believe that is a myth 
too. If you tried that you would poison your horse. 

546. Chairman.] Do you say that nothing of the kind 
takes place?—I do not think it does. 

547. Mr. Gretg.] Did Mr. Bonser make application to 
become a member of your assocfation?—He has been a 
member. He had a grievance against a man who trained 
a horse he had. The horse died, and he has been very sore 
about it ever since, ; 

548. According to the analyst’s report, arsenic was found 
in the animal’s stomach?—Yes, or something else. 


THURSDAY, 8 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
Present: — 


Me. OHALLORAN (in Tue Crate). 


Mr. JAQUES, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. MAIN, 


Mr. GREIG, 
Mr. FRANK BURKE, 
Mr. MUTCH. 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, represented by Mr, Hunter, Barrister-at-Law, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


James Douglas Stewart, M.R.C.V.S., B.V.Sce., Professor of 
Veterinary Science in the University of Sydney, 
sworn, and examined: — E 


549. Chairman.] Will you make a general statement ’— 
Yes. I noticed in the evening papers the other day state- 
ments to the effect that I had expressed an opinion re- 
garding the doping of horses. Those statements were 
not quite accurate, and I thought it advisable to 
come before the Committee and make an explanation. 
The doping of racehorses is a question that is receiving 
the attention of racing clubs not only in Australia, but 
in all the leading racing centres of the world. The matter 


has been thoroughly investigated. The A.J.C., which has 
for over three years devoted considerable attention to 
the subject, has obtained information from leading autho- 
rities in England and in Europe, and has caused investi- 
gations to be made here. A dope may be described as a 
drug that affects the speed, courage, or stamina of 
horses during racing. Obviously, if used successfully, it 
gives the horse concerned an unfair advantage over other 
horses, or it places it at an unnatural disadvantage, to the 
confusion of turf speculators. ' Consequently it fis a 
practice that must be suppressed in the interests of 
racing.. 


cle ieee Aree 


. 
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550. Mr. Burke.] Have you ever held a post-mortem 
examination on a horse that was supposed to have been 
doped?—No. I have held post-mortem examinations on 
horses that I knew were doped. 

551. What form of dope are they generally given ?— 
The drugs used are powerful agents. They are used either 
to accelerate the horse’s speed or to reduce it. A drug 
when used for such purposes differs in different cireum- 
stances, but I should not like to make any public pro- 
nouncement about the relative efficacy of the various 
agents used, for obvious reasons. 

552. Chairman.] Because too many persons are desirous 
of obtaining them’—Precisely. Doping horses is not a 
thing that can be practised unskilfully. The effect of 
some drugs is to stimulate and cause increased muscular 
power or greater endurance. These drugs are all poison- 
ous if given in sufficient doses. They have their maximum 
effect within practically a limited period. When the 
maximum effect is gained largely depends on the form 
in which the drugs are administered—whether by mouth 
or hypodermically by syringe. In any case, to be suc- 
cessful, it is necessary to judge the correct time, so that 
the maximum effect of the drug occurs at the time the 
race takes place. I know perfectly well that it is a very 
difficult matter to caleulate that. Horses differ so much 
in their reaction to drugs. Technically we call it idiosyn- 
crasy. One can give a certain horse a dose which has 
the desired effect in a definite period, provided it is not 
repeated. If it is repeated the reaction is delayed, and 
it may occur after the race has taken place. Then I. have 
known cases where the reaction has come on before the 
race, then the horse was in a depressed state during the race 
with the result that the object of the doper misfired. If 
these drugs are given in too small a dose the desired re- 
action does not occur. If, on the other hand, the drug is 
given in too large a dose, it frequently has a poisonous 
effect, and cases are reported of horses which have been 
doped dying subsequent to the race. ‘So that it is really a 
practice that can only be adopted with certainty by a very 
skilled man who is intimately acquainted with the physio- 
logy of horses, with pharmacology, or the knowledge of the 
action of drugs. And even then the drug must be care- 
fully selected. There is no common agent for all horses 
under all circumstances. If the practice is applied promis- 
cuously by people without the necessary knowledge it can 
only end in disaster. The reaction occurs either before or 
after the race, or the drug may kill the horse within twenty- 
four hours. 

553. Mr. Burke.| Is it a common occurrence for a 
horse to die from that cause?—I cannot say. I am not in 
private practice, and such eases do not come my way. 

554. What would be the effect of dope on a horse in 


i, 


training; do the depressing symptoms wear off?—They 


do eventually, but it has a very bad effect on the animal. 
It is only a matter of time when it will destroy the use- 
fulness of the horse as a racehorse. 
555 > appli it would be a matt f tinuing 
555. Once applied, it wou e a matter of continuing 
it?—It frequently leads to disappointment and disaster. 
556. Do these drugs have the same effect on a horse 


as morphia has on a human being?—It is somewhat simi- . 


lar. The A.J.C. has adopted certain rules to overcome 
this practice, which might be generally adopted by all 


racing clubs. These rules are as follow:— 

A.J,C. Rule 118: All horses intended to be run in any 
race shall be brought: into the saddling paddock at least 
one hour immediately preceding the time appointed for the 
starting of such race, and shall remain there until the time 
shall have arrived to proceed to the starting-post. 

A.J.C. Rule 171: The Committee of any Club or the 
Stewards may disqualify, for any period they may think 
fit, or during their pleasure (g) any person who shall at 
any time administer, or cause to be administered for the 
purpose of affecting the speed, stamina, or courage of a 
horse, any drug or stimulant whatever, except by permis- 
sion of the Stewards, and subject to such conditions as 
they may impose. 

Those two rules are strictly enforced, and, in addition, 
each horse in the race is paraded in the birdeage for ten 


to fifteen minutes before the race, during which period 
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he is subject to close inspection by the stewards and 
the veterinary officer of the club. If anything abnormal 
is noticed in a horse, he is kept under very close surveil- 
lance during the race, and if suspicion is confirmed the 
stewards direct that a sample of the horse’s saliva be taken, 
under proper precautions, and that it be examined by a 
specially expert analysis. The tests applied to detect these 
drugs are now worked out with very great accuracy. It 
is possible to detect from one twenty-thousandth part to 
one two-hundredth thousandth part of a drug in the saliva, 
and we have obtained indisputable evidence of its presence © 
thirty minutes after it has been given to the animal. In 
that way the matter is well controlled by the A.J.C. But 
the moral effect is perhaps more important. It is known 
that this procedure is adopted, and therefore the practice 
does not obtain at Randwick. 


557, Mr. Burke.]| Have you any knowledge of the 
extent to which doping takes place at pony races ?—No. 
I have not attended a pony race meeting in my life, 
although I have been on the course. I know nothing of 
pony racing. 

558. Mr. Greig.] I understood you to say that it would 
be necessary for an individual applying one of these 
agents to a horse to have technical knowledge?—Yes; 
that is, to apply it skilfully, with the assurance of accu- 
racy. 

559. I suppose it would be possible for a layman to 
give a horse a dope, if he were acquainted with the par- 
ticular dose to be given?—Yes. It might have the desired 
effect at the proper time, but my opinion is that they 
are more often unlucky. The effect is either too early 
or too late, and the action is sometimes so drastic as to 
jeopardise the animal’s life. 

560. Assuming the regulations of the A.J.C. which you 
have quoted were applied to pony races, the horses hav- 
ing to be in the saddling paddock at least one hour before 
the time of the race, do you think it would be possible 
for an agent to be applied to accelerate or lessen the 
horse’s speed /—Not with the parading of horses before the 
stewards at least ten minutes before the race. One can 
see the reaction gradually occurring. A veterinary officer 
should be present on all courses to examine the horses, and 
take specimens of the saliva of any hore suspected of 
having been doped. If that were done the clubs would 
undoubtedly gain great protection. 

561. Are the agents which you know can be used for 
doping horses quick to act?—Some are. Some will act in 
ten minutes. 

562. The effect is almost immediate?—If given hypo- 
dermically, but if given by the mouth the action is some- 
what indefinite, because it largely depends on the activity 
in the stomach and the consequent absorption of the drug. 

563. Have you performed many post-mortem examina- 
tions and been led to the conclusion that dope had been 
resorted to?—Not many. 

564. It has been suggested that if the pony racing asso- 
eiations had a Government veterinary officer on the course 
it might minimise or tend to stop the practice of doping, 
assuming that doping takes place ?—All racing clubs should 
have a veterinary officer engaged on race day, not only to 
see to doping, but also to give first aid treatment to any 
animal who happened to be injured. 

565. Could not the Government veterinary officer act in 
co-operation with the veterinary officer paid by the club ?’— 
I do not know about a Government veterinary officer. 
The clubs should appoint their own veterinary ofticer, 
because the duties of a veterinary surgeon on the race- 
course are somewhat different from those of the Govern- 
ment veterinary officer, unless, of course, he was specially 
trained in the work, 

566. Do you not think a Government appointee would 
tend to the clarification of racing ?—Yes. 

567. It would be impossible even for half a dozen 
veterinary officers on a racecourse to watch every horse 
there ?—Yes, it would be, during the whole time. The dop- 
ing of racehorses has been more successful in America 


1308 


18 


Witnéss—J. D. Stewart, 8 November, 1923. 


where the conditions are different from what they are here, 
It first came into operation there largely in connection 
with the trotting horses. They are taken from their boxes 
at the back of the course and they do no preliminary. 
They compete in the race and go back to their boxes. 

568, Would you say that a steward with a keen brain 
and a good knowledge of horses could detect before the 
race a horse that had had a drug or agent administered 
to it? In some cases. 

569. Not in all?@—No. Some of these drugs are un- 
doubtedly stimulants. They produce a degree of ‘excite- 
ment. The border line between natural excitement and 
stimulated excitement is often dificult to detect. One 
would hesitate to express a definite opinion without exam- 
ination. It is only by examining the animal’s saliva that 
one can come to a definite determination. 

570. There are harmful and harmless drugs?—I do not 
know what you would call a harmless drug that would be 
likely to be effective. 

571. lf a trainer who was about to run his horse felt 
that the animal was depressed, and he sought the advice 
‘of a veterinary surgeon, would not the surgeon be likely 
to recommend a stimulant ’—That ig provided for by regu- 
lation. When a ease is put to the chairman of the stipen- 
diary stewards he has power to authorise an approved 
stimulant being given a horse under conditions that obviate 
any mal-practice. That provides for such a case as yout 
refer to, and I think it is the proper thing. 

572. Has that practiee been carried out to your know- 
ledge ?—It is rare, but in one or two cases I have been con- 


sulted, and the stimulant was given under certain con- 


ditions. I see no wrong in that if it is properly regulated. 

573. Do you think doping is prevalent?—No, I do not. 
J think a great lot is made of it. It is not prevalent on 
the horse courses. These analytical tests are most delicate. 
An ordinary analyst would probaby fail to detect the pre- 
sence of these drugs. Only by the application of very deli- 
cate scientific tests can they be traced in the dilution in 
which they: may be present. 

574. Mr. Jaques.| Mr. Bonser, in giving evidence be- 
fore the Committee, stated that his horse had been 
poisoned, and preduced the analyst’s report about it, Will 
you look at it?—It would be better to call the analyst who 
made the examination. His report is indefinite, and i 
would not like to express an opinion about it. 

575, Mr. Main.] It was stated in evidence the other day 
that a horse which ran badly early in the afternoon won 
a race later on, and that going home in the train a syringe 
fell out of the feed bag, which was picked up by a stable 
boy, the assumption an that the boy had given the horse 
some dope which caused it to run much above its form. 
Irom what you have said I understand that is an unlikely 
occurrence. The probability is that the boy would not have 
sufficient knowledge to do that?—I should be surprised to 
learn that it tock place. They would only have to repeat 
it often enough to fall in. Of that I am sure. 

576. Regarding drugs applied to “stop” horses; I sup- 
pose drugs ‘can be administered in different ways?—Yes, 
there are various depressants. 

577. Is it not the rule on most racecourses—it is at 
Randwick—that a horse must not be left unattended ?— 
That is so. 

578. Is that rule always observed?—My impression is 
that it is not, but the owner or trainer is liable if anything 
happens to the horse. If anything is done it is probably 
done while the previous run is being run, 

579. Is there any method by which the clubs can sheet 
it home to the offending trainer or owner, when they leave 
their horses unattended?—The A.J.C. places the onus on 
the owner or the trainer. If the clubs wish to relieve the 
owner or the trainer of that responsibility they must 
appoint their own officers to supervise the horses while 
the races are being run. 

580, It might be difficult for a trainer to stay there?— 


He has his representative. He hag his head stable boy, or 
other employee, ; 


581. Ag far as my observation has gone the boys do not 
stay there too well?—I think it is a matter for the stipen- 
diary stewards. 

582. Mr. Cann.| It has been stated that there are dopes 
to “quicken” and to “stiffen” horses. I suppose the dope 
that would “ ‘stiffen” a horse could be detected in mueh the 
same way as the “ quickening” dope’—Yes. 

583. You are of opinion that each pony racecourse 
should have its own veterinary officer ?—Yes; not only to 
prevent doping, but to render first aid to injured animals. 

584. Would you have a Government veterinary officer 
there !—That work is a little out of the sphere ef the work 
of the ordinary Government veterinary surgeon. 

585. You would have some independent officer there +— 
An officer could be appointed practically on the same plane 
as the handicapper—independent of any interests, He 
could still be an official of the club. The A.J.C. has its 
own veterinary officers. I am the consulting veterinary 
officer of the A.J.C. 

586. Chairman.] Have you ever been ealled to attend 
a horse running on an A.R.C, course?—No. I am not in 
private practice. JI act only in a consulting capacity. 

587. You have known of cases of doping where re-action 
has set in before the race took place. Was that on a horse 
course or on a pony course?—I have heard of it occurring 
on the pony course, 

588. That would tend to prove that doping exists#— 
That was some time ago. More interest was centred around 
deping about three years ago than is the case to-day. It 
has practically played itself out. They probably realise 
that it does not pay. That is my impression. 

589. I suppose you would call the doping of horses 
cruelty to dumb animals. It has a bad effect on them ?— 
Yes, it has a bad effect, and some of the agents used are 
irritant poisons if given in large doses. It is tantamount 
to eruelty to dumb animals. 

590. If administered to a racing mare, would dope have 
any detrimental effect as regards breeding¢—It would 
depend upon how long it had been used. It need not 
necessarily have a detrimental effect. é' 

591. I understand that the supervision exercised by the 
A.J.C. accounts for the absence of doping at Randwiek. 
Do you know what supervision is exercised by the pony 
clubs ?—No. 

592. Are the drugs to which you have referred easily 
obtained; could a person go to a chemist’s shop and get 
them ¢—Yes, I think sO. 

593. If a man knew what drugs were used for this pur- 
pose, could he get them without difficulty ?—I see no diffi- 
culty in obtaining them. j 

594. Mr. Muteh.] Are they all poisons?—Yes, nearly all 
the effective drugs are potent poisons. 

595. Chairman.| I suppose the names of the efidicione 
and detrimental drugs are known to many horse-owners ? 
—Probably. 

596. ifr. Mutch.] Chemists would be liable for selling 

euch poisons ?—Yes. 

597. Chairman.| I think you said the A.J.C. puts the 
onus on the trainer of a horse to look after it?—That is 
as I understand it. 

598. Should a trainer desire to administer a “ quicken- 
ing” dope to a horse, there would be nothing to prevent 
him doing so?—I think the inspections of the horses be- 
fore they go to race, and the examination of the secretions 
is sufficient to detect doping, If it were detected the club 
would deal with the culprit very severely. 

599. Is it very rare on the A.J.C. course for a drug to 
be administered to a horse before a race?—I think the 
moral effect of the regulation and the procedure adopted 
by the A.J.C. have been effective in stopping doping at 
Randwick. 

600. If similar supervision were exercised amongst the 
pony clubs, do you think doping could be prevented there? 
—Yes, and without any friction or the attendant troubles 
of disqualification, 


601. Mr, Mutch.] If a horse were given dope, either to 
“stop” him or to “let him go,” would the dose be large 
enough to reveal a positive test if a swabbing were taken? 
—Yes. We have had positive results from the administra- 
tion of 1 grain. The effective dose of a particular drug 
might be 20 to 30 grains, but you could, with proper 
examination, detect 1 grain in the saliva thirty minutes 
after the dope was administered. 

602 I suppose a horse could not be doped to make it 
run quicker or slower without it being possible for a 
qualified veterinary surgeon to detect it?—Yes. When 
the drug acts the horse shows certain symptoms which 
are eyident to the trained observer, and his suspicions 
are aroused.- The Australian Jockey Club have made pro- 
vision for the most eminent pharmacologist we have to 
make the tests, so that there can be no doubt about the 
accuracy of the work undertaken. 

603, It may be taken for granted that when a horse is 
doped the doper can rest assured that if a proper test is 
made he will be found out?—Yes. 

604. Mr. Main. If a horse were given a tonic contain- 
ing arsenic, would the arsenic accumulate in the horse’s 
bedy to such an extent as to kill it from arsenical poison- 
ing?—No, not in quantities that would be given as a 
tonic. 

605. If it died from arsenical poisoning it would be 
from arsenic administered in a large quantity ?—Yes. 
From 3 to 5 grains is a dose as a tonic. A poisonous dose 
would be from 380 to 60 grains. It would not accumulate 
in the horse’s stomach, 

606. Mr. Mutch.|] Are any substances used in the stables, 
or in connection with horse-breeding establishments, which 
a horse with a depraved taste might eat, such as soap, con- 
taining arsenic, which, I understand, could be revealed in 
ease of the horse’s death. Could the poisoning of Mr. 
Bonser’s horse be attributed to such a happening ?—It is 
difficult to conceive of such a thing, unless the horse got at 
a tin of weed killer. 

607. Would it be pessible for Mr. Bonser’s horse to have 
been accidentally poisoned?’—The public analysist in his 
report states :—- 

‘J find in it the presence of arsenic in quantities sufficient, 
in my opinion, to cause death ~ 
I do not know exactly what he means by that. It might 
be 10 grains or it might be 100 grains. I could not advance 
an opinion. on that report. The analyst has simply ex- 
pressed his opinion. 

608. Chairman.| My. Bonser desires me to ask you, see- 
ing that horses are raced every twenty-five minutes on the 
pony courses, can one veterinary surgeon be expected to go 
around and inspect all the horses before they start ?—-The 
horses should be paraded for inspection before starting, 

609. Mr. Bonser wishes me to ask you another ques- 
tion. If a mare were handed over to anyone to train on 
lease, which person had the animal in his care for six 
months, and he systematically applied arsenic in some 
form during that time, would it cause the horse’s death? 
Mr. Bonser says that the bleod of his horse which died 
was thickened, and that about a third of a cup of arsenic 
was taken from its body?—I do not understand that. I do 
not see how you could get a third of a cup of arsenic from 
the horse’s body. 

610. Can arsenic pass through a mare?’—Yes. 


I would 


explain that I do not hold post-mortem examinations — 


referred to. It was Mr. J. R. Stewart. 


George Leslie Sholl, registered owner and trainer, sworn, 
and examined :— 


611. Chairman.| Have you been a trainer long?—Yes, 
for years. We want a board of appeal in order to find 
out how a trainer stands in regard to his apprentices, and 
also how he stands under the jockeys’ distress fund. We 
can get no definite information. I have an apprentice. 
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If he is killed while riding another man’s horse I am 
responsible, and yet the clubs take 1s. for insurance off 
that boy for every ride he has; 19s. goes to pay the boy 
for his losing mount, and 1s. for insurance, and if, the 
boy is killed or injured hig people can come on me for com- 
pensation. We have applied to the Pony Owners’ Associa- 
tion to ascertain our position. A Ilttle whle ago a boy 
named O’Connor was killed. His people applied through 
the court for compensation, and they were told that the 
matter dd not come under the court, and that it was 
purely one fer the jockeys’ distress fund. If we had 
a board of appeal we would be able to go to the board and 
find out how we stand. If a man is disqualified by the 
stewards on the racecourse he appeals to the appeal board. 
The appeal board consists of three or four gentlemen 
appointed by the racing club, and you may be disqualified 
by the evidence of men who adjudicate on the course. 
When you go before the appeal board those same stewards 
remain there and listen to you, and they sit there and 
help to adjudicate. We ask for a representative on that 
board. We were told that the request could not be granted. 
The prize money is quite inadequate in proportion to the 
money it costs to run a horse. To run one horse costs 
£3 17s. 6d. for one mecting. I ran two horses at Victoria 
Park, which cost me £7 15s. If I have to run two horses 
several times, and I am not successful, it is going to cost 
me a lot of money. 

612. That is in addition to the ordinary upkeep of the 
horses?’—Yes. The cost of feeding the horsé is a great 
deal more than it used to be, and the nomination fées 
are greater. With the 11s. which the clubs take for en- 
trance fees, and the patronage they get, I think they 
could afford to give bigger prize money, which would tend 
to better and cleaner racing. A man cannot run for the 
prize money at present unless he can get a bet. Sup- 
posing you want to race. You may be in poor financial 
circumstances, and if you win the race you are in trouble 
because you do not know how you are going to meet your 
debts. Nearly every man at the ponies has leased horses. 
You get £3 a week to train a horse, but if he wins you get 
practically nothing. You have to give one-third of the 
prize money to the owner if the horse wins. 

6138. Mr. Mutch.] What is the average prize money ’— 


About £60. If you have to give one-third out of that to 


the owner you only have £40 for yourself. 

614. Mr. Greig.] Do I understand that the boys receive 
£1 for every losing mount, and that out of that £1, 1s. is 
deducted to be put into the distress fund for jockeys ’— 
Yes. : 

615. Does it include the jockeys’ dependents ’—We can- 
not find out. We simply have the bald statement that the 
money goes to the jockeys’ distress fund. 

616. Who controls that?—The A.R.C. 

617. Do you know of any case of compensation having 
been paid out of that fund?—Yes, but nothing in propor- 
tion to what it would be under the Workmen’s Compensa: 
tion Act. There was the case of Mr. Griffiths, whose son. 
was killed. He received about £250 for the death of his 
boy six or seveh years ago. 

618. Do you know whether your assoeiation has ever 
make application to the A.R.C. for a statement of money 
standing to the credit of the fund ?@—We did not put it that 
way. But we have asked them fo remit all fines and 
penalties imposed oh owners, to be handed over to our dis- 
tressed trainers’ fund, and we were simply told, “Yotr 
request cannot be acceded to.” 

619. Do you know of any case of your association hav- 
ing applied to the A.R.C. for a statement of the amount 
of money standing to the eredit of the fund? —No, not 
while I was a member of the committee. The jockeys do 
not really come under the conttol of the pony owners and 
trainers. 

620. To your knowledge, has any representative of the 
jockeys ever made application to the A.R.C. for a state- 
ment of the amount of money standing to the credit of 
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the distressed jockeys’ fund?—I believe the jockeys’ asso- 
ciation, when it was first formed, did apply, but I cannot 
say exactly. I was told that the clubs controlled that 


matter. 
621. As far as you know, no statement has been made 


b 


to indicate how much money stands to the credit of the’ 


distressed jockeys’ fund ?—No. 

622. I understand that each boy from his £1 places 1s. 
in the fund?—Yes. At Victoria Park they print at the 
bottom of the acceptance ticket, ‘Acceptance £2; jockey 
£1, including 1s. insurance.” 

623. Then the word “insurance” is used?’—Yes, at Vic- 
toria Park. 

624. You have stated that the stewards are present at 
the appeal board, and that if you or some other person is 
cited to appear before them to explain some alleged irre- 
gularity, the stewards, if the case went against you, would 
be present when the appeal was being heard ?—Yes. 

625. Would they be present merely in order that they 
might enlighten the appeal board on the facts of the case? 
—That may be so. To the best of my knowledge they do 
assist to adjudicate on the evidence. 

626. After you retire, and the appeal board discusses 
whether your appeal shall be upheld, do the stewards re- 
main there?—Yes, and it is practically a star chamber. 

627. You suggested that it would tend to fairness if a 
member of the Pony Owners’ Association were permitted 
to sit there to watch the interests of the pony-owners?— 
Certainly it would. Many a man who is disqualified is 
unable to properly state his ease. He may be flurried, or 
he may not be quick enough to make statements or to 
reply to questions. He may not say the right thing, be- 
cause he is not quick enough. If he had someone to repre- 
sent him and to state his case, he would be in a better 
position. 

628. Is the trainer, owner, or jockey not permitted to be 
represented by counsel ?—No. 

629. I understand you have experience of racing in other 
States ?’—Yes, in Western Australia and South Australia. 

630. How does the control and administration of racing 
compare with what it is in New South Wales?—TI think 
it ig on a higher scale in New South Wales. 

631. How long have you been training here?—About 
eight years. 

632. What is your experience of the stewards and of 
others who control pony racing in this State2—I have 
always found the stewards fair. I have not had much 
trouble with the stewards. 

633. Has the patronage of pony racing increased since 
you have been here?—It did until lately, but there has 
been a marked falling off since the trouble with the pony- 
owners. 

634. Do you know of any hardship caused to the owners 
and trainers while public patronage was increasing ?—The 
conditions were no different then from what they are now. 

635. While patronage was increasing did the prize money 
correspondingly go up?—It did, but at the representation 
of the pony-owners and trainers. Increased prize money 
was given by the clubs by their adding 1s. on the gate. 

636. So that it was really extracted from the public ?— 
Yes. 

637. In your opinion the prize money given by the 
A.R.C. is insufficient to encourage the best racing and the 
best results?’—Yes. A man cannot race for the prize money 
unless he is a big gambler or a better—if he wants to do 
any good. 

638. It does not permit of even a successful trainer 
making a good living out of the game?—A good living— 
you could not get a good living out of it. ° You would have 
to be a betting man or have somebody to bet for you. 

639. Does the £3 weekly to the trainer meet everything 
necessary for the upkeep of the horse ?—That is the set fee 
for mares and geldings, and it is generally £4 for stal- 
lions. The trainer has to feed his horses and pay a boy, 
whom he generally boards at a cost of £1 a week; and you 
give tke boy £1 a week also. 


640. The £8 given is by mutual contract ?—Yes. 

641. Do you know whether trainers have made represen- 
tations to owners that the amount is insufficient ?—I have 
known of cases of more being given, where the owner can 
afford, it, and I know of cases where a man could not afford 
to give more. 

642. I understand that a big percentage of the ponies 
being raced to-day are leased ?—Yes. 

643. Assuming you have leased two or three ponies, and 
you are running them out of prize money; you have to 
give one-third of the prize money to the person from whom 
you lease the ponies?—Yes, one-third of the first prize 
money. There are cases where owners want one-third of 
the second prize, and one-third of the third prize. The 
other day I ran third, and drew a “ fiver.” It would be no 
good to me if I had to give the owner one-third of a 
“fver,”? 

644. Mr. Main.] Did you race ponies in South Aus- 
tralia?—No, horses. There are no unregistered ponies in 
South Austraha. There was pony racing in Perth and 
Kalgoorlie when I was there. Apart from those two 
centres they are all registered horses. 

645. Do you say that the stewards sit on the appeal 
board when it is coming to a decision?—Yes, as far as we 
know they do. It is a star-chamber method, and you do 
not know definitely how you stand. I have only once 
appeared before the appeal board as a witness. The 
stewards sat on the appeal board all the time, while the 
board was coming to a decision. 

646. Mr. Cann.| Have you any knowledge as to whether 
jockeys insure under the Workmen’s Compensation Act ?— 
No. I believe the clubs have their own insurance. 

647. Regarding the case of Griffiths, which happened 
some years ago, it appears to me that compensation wa3 
paid under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. At present 
the amount is £500, as the Act was altered by the late Goy- 
ernment. There is nothing to prevent these people insur- 
ing under the Workmen’s Compensation Act?—I am not 
sure. 

648. Is the deduction 1s. a race?—1s. a ride. O’Con- 
nor’s father went down next day to get the money for 
the losing ride, and they deducted 1s. out of that 
although the boy had been killed. They offered him about 
£150. Mr. Maddocks Cohen took up the case for O’Connor, 
and they lost it. Mr. O’Connor, who is a personal friend 
of mine, told me that he got nothing, and his boy had been 
killed. I have an apprentice who is my own son. He 
rides for another man, and if he happened to get killed 
through riding another man’s horse, I am _ responsible. 
He would have a claim on me. Yet, when he rides for me 
I put is. into the scale for him. Sometimes I 
simply put in the acceptance fee and 1s. for insurance. 
One day at Ascot I put him on a horse. I put in £1 1s., 
because it was a Saturday—-£1 for acceptance, and 1s. for 
insurance. 

649. Mr. Mutch.| Do you remember whether Griffiths 
was apprenticed at the time of his death?—TI could not say. 

650. There is a difference in the relationship between a 
trainer and a jockey when the boy is apprenticed and when 
he is not ?’—Yes, a vast difference. : 

651. Is the jockey employed on a retainer, or is he paid 
on a percentage?—I have not had that experience. 

652. Have you heard of cases?—Yes. But I doubt if it 
is ever done at the ponies, because I do not think there is 
enough in it. Mr. Cowell may be the only man who pays 
them a regular weekly retainer. 

653. I understood you to say that racing is on a higher 
scale in New South Wales than it is in other States which 
you know. What do you mean by a higher scale?—The 
class of racing, of horses, and of courses is in every way 
conducted better in this State. The other’ States that I 
know have not reached the standard that we have. We 
have beter courses and better horses. 

654. How does the prize money compare?—It is some- 
time since I raced horses in Western Australia, and it 
would not be fair to make a comparison. 
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655. Are they proprietary or non-proprietary courses in 
those States?—They are proprietary in Western Aus- 
tralia. 

656. In Sovth 
prietary. 

657. In Victoria‘—The pony clubs are proprietary. 


Australia?—Registered and non-pro- 


658. What is a fair sum to be given per race?—I think 
£200 per heat per race. 

659. For the winner, or to be split up?—£200 for the 
winner, and perhaps £50 for second prize, and £25 for third 
prize. 


TUESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 1923. 


Present :— 


Mr. O’'HALLORAN (In tut Carr). 


Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. MAIN, 


Mr. FRANK BURKE, 
Mr. GOLDSTEIN, 


Mr, MUTCH. 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, represented by Mr. Hunter, Barrister-at-Law, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


_- 


Charles Armer MecLaughlan, pony-trainer, and president 
of the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association :-— 


660. Chairman.] Do you understand the purposes of this 
inquiry ?—Yes, I think, so, generally. In my opinion ap- 
peals should be heard within seven days. A man may have 
a number of horses in training which belong to different 
patrons. If his appeal is heard within seven days it gives 
him a chance to retain his horses, because he often trains 
horses for persons who are not identified with the herse 
that has gone out. If the owner and trainer goes out 
there may be other patrons in the stable who are affected 
by the disqualification. For that reason the appeal should 
be heard within seven days. The man has to go out and 
find evidence. The Appeal Board merely sits and listens 
to it. There have been cases where the A.R.C. has not 
heard appeals for three to five weeks, and when that hap- 
pens the man concerned may suffer an injustice. Owners 
may say, “ My horse is ready to race. I am going to take 
him away from you and race him.” And the trainer who 
has been disqualified, although his case has not been heaed, 
might lose the horse. The prize-money given by the 
A.R.C. is not sufficient. Racing for prize-money at the 
ponies is not a business proposition. You cannot make it 
pay. The speculating side of the business is different, and 
the man who speculates is a gambler. Without more 
prize-money you cannot make the game pay. 

661. Mr. Burke.] That is from the standpoint of prize- 
money alone?—Yes. If we have to race for the prize- 
money only it would not pay. You must bet to keep going. 

662. Chairman.] Can you give the Committee instances 
of the paucity of the prize-money. What average amount 
do you receive generally ?—That is difficult to answer. It 
would necessitate a study of the books. You could get that 
information from the A.R.C. Sometimes you might win a 
race run in four divisions; next time it might be a two- 
division race, and next time you might'win in one. The 
Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association have been rather 
helpful to the A.R.C. We have recommended a lot of 
improvements in the conditions of the men which have 
been adopted for the benefit of both sides. 

663. I understand that the A.R.C. will not deal with 
you as president of the Pony Owners’ Association ?—Yes. 

664. Mr. Burke.] Is it not a fact that certain horses of 
certain height may go from the A.J.C. and race on the 
A.R.C. courses?—Yes, they can come from any bush 
meeting if they like, so long as their measurement 18 cor- 
They do not bar the horses, but they might bar the 


rect. 
man. As long as the horse passes the regulations he can 
go there. That makes no difference to the pony owncrs 


and trainers. But the 14.2 or under height horse is 
a different thing altogether. 

665. You cannot take your horse over and race him with 
the A.J.C.2?—No. The A.J.C. used to allow their book- 
makers and their owners and trainers to participate in 
under height 14.1 and 14.2 Then there came a time when 


the A.J.C. saw fit to stop their bookmakers from fielding 
at pony meetings when they clashed with A.J.C. meetings. 
You eannot clash with Randwick, because the law sees to 
it; but they would not allow their bookmakers to field at 
A.R.C. meetings on a Saturday when they clashed. That 
made a lot of difference to pony-racing. You will hear the 
ery about how the prize-money has increased at the 
ponies. Pony-racing used to be different from what it is 
now. If prize-money has increased so has the cost of com- 
modities, and expenses have gone up. It costs you more 
to play the racing game. At one time you could get a 
horse shod for 5s. to 6s., whereas now it costs you Ils. 
You could get his shoes taken off on the racecourse and 
dipped for 2s. 6d; now you pay about 7s. At one time you 
could buy hay for £3 10s. or £4 10s. a ton. Now it costs 
you £10 and £11. 

666. Chairman.] I suppose the number of competitors in 
the races has increased also?—Yes, 

667. Mr. Goldstein.] Do I understand your opinion is 
that it is impossible for a man to earn a living only by 
running racehorses, were it not that he can augment the 
limited amount he receives in prize-money by speculating 
or betting ?—Yes. 

668. Supposing the prize-money were doubled, in view 
of the limited opportunities you have to win a race, would 
not a similar condition of affairs prevail. You would stall 
have to depend on speculation for a livelihood?—No. Not 
if the prize-money were doubled. 

669. How many horses have you in training ’—Four. 

670. Chairman.] What average time does it take before 
an appeal is heard by the Board?—There are instances 
where the Board has not heard appeals for four or five 
weeks. One has been standing for over a month. 

671. You think the time should be limited to seven 
days ?—Yes. 

672. Do you maintain that the paucity of the prize- 
money tends to “crook” running?—Well, if you eould 
race for prize-money alone, what would be the object of 
your horse not trying. Some people are prepared to go 
along steadily, while some want to get rich quickly. The 
prize-money does not allow you to keep horses and race 
for it alone. 

673. What is the largest and smallest amount that you 
have received in prize-money ?—I could get you that infor- 
mation. 

674. Is the existing system of appeal the best and most 
satisfactory to owners and trainers?—It is not satisfac- 
tory. The men have asked for a representative on the 
Board of Appeal. There should be an independent body. 
The men should have a representative at the hearing. 
Another matter affects apprentice riders. The apprentice 
boy is a minor, and is apprenticed when 14 years of age. 
He can start to ride when he is 14 or 15. That boy has to 
be indentured to a trainer. Being a minor when he is 
brought before the stewards on a charge of malpracties 
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during a race, he is not able to properly put his case. The 
man to whom he is indentured should be allowed to be 
present to protect the boy who is learning the business. A 
boy of 14 would be liable to get flustered at the inquiry. 
He has to fight his own case with mature men. 

675. Mr. Mutch.] At both the stipendiary stewards’ in- 
quiry and at the appeal ?—Yes. 

676. Mr. Burke.] Is he not allowed to be represented ; 
has he to fight his own case in his own way ¢—Yes, he is 
inexperienced. 

677. Should there be on the Appeal Board a representa- 
tive of the racing clubs, the owners, and of the Govern 
ment ?—The pony owners should have a representative on 
the Board to look after the interests of owners and 
trainers. We have always wanted representation on the 
Appeal Board. 

678. I think you said that bookmakers who field at Rand- 
wick may not bet on the A.R.C. courses when meetings 
clash, but that they may go to A.R.C. meetings when they 
do not clash ’—Yes. 

679. Do not the A.J.C. men register with them ?’—Yes. 

680. When there is no clash meeting they can race on 
your course ?—Yes. 

681. As far as the A.R.C..is concerned, can they, when 
you nominate your horse, refuse to accept it without giv- 
ing you a reason’—That is something we have had some 
rouble with. They say that they can, and they say that 
they cannot. 

682. Do you know of cases where they have refused to 
accept a nomination without giving a reason?’—They will 
tell you that they do not refuse the nomination of any- 
body unless they have something against him. They have 
a rule that they can refuse nomination, but they say that 
they never put it into force unless they have some good 
reason. 

688. You do not know that they have not done it for a 
good reason ?—I could not gay. 

684. In giving evidence, would the trainers and owners’ 
statements be circumscribed by the fear of victimisation? 
—Such suspicion might creep in anywhere. 

685. I suppose it would be possible for pony owners and 
trainers to be victimised at a later date, considering that 
the power is in the hands of the A.R.C.?—Yes, absolutely. 
They have the power. 

686. Were you a jockey at one time?—No, I cannot say 
that I was a jockey—not on the metropolitan courses. i 
have been identified with racing throughout the piece. My 
father had racehorses which he raced under A.J.C. rules, 
and I was with him for a number of years. When he died 
I worked in stables locking after horses, and I have been 
through the mill. 

687. Is there any difference in the position of the jockey 
under the A.J.C. and under the A.R.C., or are they paid a 
uniform wage?—They get a percentage. Everytime you 
win a prize the A.K.G, deducts the percentage due to the 
jockey. They give you a slip showing full details. 

688. Is ihe percentage bigger at the A.J.C.?No, the 
percentage would be the same, but the amount would be 
greater, because the prizes are bigger at the WEA 

689, Have jockeys under the A.J.C. an advantage over 
those of the A.R.C.?—I do not know. 

690. As a jockey would yon prefer to ride under the 
A.J.C. or the A.R.C.?—I could not say. 

691. Mr. Geldstein.] If the prize-money were doubled, 
would the owner be in a better position; would he have to 
augment the limited amount he received from the prize- 
money to make a reasonable livelihood ?—If the prize- 
money were doubled it would be a business proposition to 
play the racing game. 

692. Considering that so many trainers and owners own 
horses, if the average number of races a day were seven or 
eight, would there be sufficient prize-money to keep the 
men without betting ?@—It would satisfy me. 

693, You have just passed through a rather troublous 
period in connection with the A-.R.C. What has been their 
general treatment of you, apart from the dispute? Have 


. 


they shown a general desire to meet the wishes of those 
engaged in horse-racing ’—We do not enjoy the same posi- 
tion as we did before the trouble occurred. 

694. Have you been getting a fair deal from the A.R.C,?_ 
—The A.R.C. has ignored the association since the trouble, 

695, Ilas anything oceurred to justify you concluding 
that the pony owners have been unjustly dealt with by the 
A.R.C, apart from the fact that the prize-money has not 
been as large as you desire?—I could not answer that 
question at present. 

696. When an owner has been called upon for an ex- 
planation has he been given every opportunity to place his 
case fully and squarely before the tribunal?—I have not 
been before them. I can hardly speak for others. J have 
not first-hand knowledge of it. It has not happened to me. 

697. Has the method of investigation adopted by the 
A.R.C. been fair and reasonable?—I tell you I have not 
been there. 

- 698, Have they acted in an arbitrary way towards you? 
—T have not been before the appeal board. 

699. Generally, you have received a fair deal from the — 
A.R.C. ?—I have. ; 

700. You have no complaint to make as far as their 


administration is.concerned ?—As far as I am concerned, 1 


have not. 

701. You have always received a fair deal from the 
A.R.C.?—I have cbhjected to some of the innovations and 
rules made by them. One exception I took was in connec- 
tion with an unruly horse. To take him into the enclosure 
and mount him was rather hard. We had the privilege of 
being able to take the boy from the enclosure to the stall 
and put him on the horse. 

702. Supposing the A.R.C. increased the stakes, and 
facilitated the hearing of appeals, is there any reason why 
the proprietary clubs should be done away with and made 
proprictary clubs ?—I can only give you my own opinion. | 

703. Has the A.R.C. been unfair or unjust to you?— 
One is run for the benefit of the owners and the other is 
a business. 

704. Is racing as conducted on the pony proprietary 
courses clean; I refer to its control?—In my opinion, no 
matter how racing is controlled you will never satisfy _ 
the public and the men in the game. I believe that pony- 
racing is just as good here as it is in any part of the 
world. 

"05.-Does the fact of the club being a proprietary one 
prompt them to pass over things that the A.J.C, would 
not tolerate?—I do not think so. Any body of men run- 
ning a racecourse must give the public the best it can to 
create confidence and to draw people there. 

706. Do.you believe the A.R.C. is doing that ?—The pub- 
lic gets just as good sport at the pony races as it does at 
the horse races. ; 

"07. Mr. Main.] Would you say that the decisions giver 
by the stipendiary stewards are generally good enes¢—l 
think that if I answered that question I should be in a 
rather unfair position, because I have not particulars of 
these cases. 

708. What reputation do the stipendiary stewards hold 
among the racing men?’—Two of them are new. Mr. 
Turner came from the country and Mr. Collins was not a 
stipendiary steward before he was appointed to his present 
position.’ Mr. Donohoe has had a long experience. I 
have not agreed with the stewards’ decisions at times, but 
if the pony owners had a representative on the appeal 
board we should be able to answer them. 

709. Have the stipendiary stewards the confidence of the 
racing men ?’—They scem to be competent men. . 

"10. Is it not to the advantage of the A.R.C. for the 
appeal board to give as just a decision as it can *—They 
may have you up if you did not back your horse. Possibly 
the first thing they will ask you is: “Did you back your 
horse?” It does not necessarily mean that because you 
did not back your horse it did not try to win. I have sent 
horses out to-race and to do their best, but I have had no 


money on them. A horse may be interfered with in the 
race and the boy has to pull him up. The stewards may 
not see the interference, but they may see the boy pulling 
him up, notwithstanding that the horse may have done its 
best to win. 

711. I take it that with a representative of the owners 
and trainers on the Appeal Board the board would, in your 
opinion, be more competent to come to a decision on the 
evidence offered?—I do not say they are not competent, 
but I say it would be more satisfactory if there were a 
representative of the other side of the board, 

712. Could the officials of the A.R.O. take action and 
disqualify a man unless the stewards had first taken action? 
—No, The stewards control the meeting. 

718, Unless the stipendiary stewards were prejudiced, in 
what way could victimisation take place?—There are lots 
of ways. Boys were victimised through the strike. That 
shows what the A.R.C. can do. 

714. What about the owners and trainers?—There was a 
verbal agreement between the A.R.C. and myself. The 
A.R.C. had a rule that when a man was given a license he 
should have two or three horses racing. If the three 
months period had gone and you only had one horse they 
could write you and say that your license had been can- 
celled, and that you could apply again when you had a 
number of horses. From Mr. Morris I got a verbal agree- 
ment to the effect that whether you had sufficient horses or 
not, you could still go to the end of your period. I had a 
trainer’s license and three horses. I turned two out and 
kept one. They sent me a notice to say that my license 
had been cancelled, and that I was not a trainer till I got 
more horses. If you are entitled to a trainer’s license you 
should always be able to hold it, unless you do something 
wrong. If you take the trainer’s license away he cannot 
get a horse. 

715. Do the stipendiary stewards grant the licenses ?— 
Yes. At one time they left it to Mr. Morris’s discretion. 

716. There were certain rules to be carried out ?—Yes, 
but they allowed him to use his descretion. When the 
. trouble oceurred some of the man had two or three horses. 

717. Do you think it is unfair that A.J.C. bookmakers 
should not be allowed to field on your course at clash meet- 
ings¢—Pony-raeing was more popular on a Saturday at 
that time than horse-racing. 

718. Mr. Cann.] Have you had reason to complain of the 

treatment of the Appeal Board?—I have never been before 
the stipendiary stewards nor the Appeal Board. 
“19. You believe that complaints should be heard within 
seven days?—Yes. Because a trainer who has five or six 
horses in a stable, belonging to different patrons, if his 
appeal hangs fire for four or five weeks, might lose the 
horses, as owners do not want to have their horses standing 
idle. The trainer may have to suffer for nothing. He 
often trains for different men. 

720. Supposing he is disqualified ?—He cannot go on the 
course. 

721. Cannot he make arrangements for someone else to 
race the horses?—The owner hag to do that, but his busi- 
ness is disarranged. 

722. Supposing the trainer is guilty?—Well, that is a 
different thing. It seems a reasonable request that the 
A.R.C. should hear a man’s appeal within seven days. 

723. All the necessary information might not be obtain- 
able in seven days?—If it related to his charaeter they. 
would have that, because they are supposed to obtain it 
before he is given a license. 

724, Mr. Mutch.] Did not the Pony Owners and Trainers’ 
Association run a meeting at Kembla Grange while the 
boycott was on?—Yes. 

725. Did they run it under the proprietary or the non- 
proprietary system ?—Non-proprietary. 

726. Who provided the stakes?—We did, out of the meet- 
ing. 

727. Where did the profits go?—To the Pony Owners and 
Trainers’ Association, 
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728. What were they used for—the relief of distress !— 
Our association is to relieve distress amongst members. 

729. Did the A.R.C. place any difficulties in the way of 
your running the meeting ’—Every possible difliculty was 
plaeed in our way by somebody. 

730. Did the A.R.C. sanction the meeting!’—We did not 
ask for sanction. 

731. Why did you not’—We never thought of it. 

732. Was it because you thought you would not get it /— 
We thought it would be a waste of paper asking for it. 

733, What dificulty did you experience in running the 
meeting?—-We had every difficulty. Everybody whom I 
went to and asked to take part in it said; “ I would rather 
not.” 

734. Did they give reasons?—Only the same answer: 
“We would rather not.” I never had such a week. 

735, Did you form the impression that the “ rather nots ” 
refused to co-operate with you because of the A.R.C.?—It 
looked like it. 

736. Did you have difficulty in running the totalisator ?— 
We did run it. 

737. Is it compulsory to run the totalisator at a meeting 
of that kind?~I think it is. 

788. You had trouble in getting a staff to work the 
totalisator?~-Yes. Everything was topsy-turvy. We had 
to get our officials in the best way we could. We wanted to 
run the meeting as cheaply as possible, and we were unex- 
perienced in running a race meeting. 

739. Did you visit the totalisator office to see that a staff 
was provided ?—No. 

749. Do you know whether any officer of your association 
did’—No. 

741. Was any written communication sent by your asso- 
ciation to the totalisator authorities ‘asking for a staff for 
the meeting ’—No, I do not think so. 

742. You do not know whether an officer of your associa- 
tion visited the totalisator office with the object of securing 
a staff to work the totalisator at your meeting?—I know 
there was some bother about securing a staff. 

743. Do you not, as president of the association, know 
what it was?—I had other business to attend to. After the 
races were over I heard that the staff upon which they were 
depending had refused to go there, and that another staff 
had to be obtained from the ofiice. 

744. Had you reason to believe that the A.R.C. were 
responsible for your difficulties in getting a staff for the 
meeting ?@—I do not know. It looked as if someone was 
responsible. 

745. Have you heard of difficulty in getting a staff to run 
a race meeting under the same circumstances, except that 
this was a pony meeting ?—No. 

746, Is there a penalty if you do not run the totalisator ? 
—TI could not say. 

747. Did you have difficulty in getting bookmakers to 
attend the meeting ?—I could not get them to field. 

748. Did any of them give a reason ?—They said they had 
some notice from the A.R.C., and that were not going there. 

749. Do you know whether any official of the A.R.C. took 
the names of bookmakers who fielded at the Kembla Grange 
meeting ?—No. 

750. Was Mr. Jackson one of those who took names of 
bookmakers who fielded there?—I would not be sure of the 
name, although I heard that someone took names. Only 
one man connected with the A.R.C. fielded there, and I 
think his name was Jacobs. 

751. He was the only A.R.C. licensed man who took part 
in the meeting @—As far as I know. 

752. There must have been some good reason for the 
bookmakers not going there?—There must have been. 

753. Was it because they were afraid of obstacles being 
placed in their way by the A.R.C. at other meetings ?—It 
looked like it. 

"54. They got a circular from the A.R.C.?—They did. 

755. Did you see it?—I did not take much notice of it. 


756, Can you tell us what the contents were?—No, 


1314 


Witness—C. A. McLaughlan, 13 November, 1923. 


757. Were any other difficulties placed in your way; were 
there sufficient jockeys there ?—We had all the jockeys. 


758. Except those who rode at the boycott meeting ?— - 


Yes. 

759. Did you have any trouble with the catering ?—No. 

760. Was there any difficulty in securing the ground +— 
No. 

761. Had you trouble in having your race-books printed ? 
—Yes. 

762. Did you find out what the trouble was?—No. 

763. Did you have your race-books printed by the regular 
race-book printer ?—No. 

764. You had to go to an outside printer ?—Yes. 

765. Did you make inquiry as to why the regular printer 
would not print your books ?—No, 

766. Did any oflicer of your association make inquiry on 
that point ?—Not that I know of. 

767. Did you ever hear of inquiry being made as to why 
the race-book printers would not print your programmes /— 
No. 

768. As president of the association, is there any par- 
ticular reason why you should not state the opinions you 
must have of the treatment which your members have re- 
ceived at the stewards’ inquiries or the appeals?—I have 
heard men say that they have not been satisfied, and I have 
heard others state that they were satisfied. I have know 
men not to appeal. 

769. Do you know whether the officials of the racing 
clubs bet at the meetings which they attend ?—No. 

770. Is there anything to prevent the stewards from 
betting ?—I do not think they bet. 

771. Do you think they would get somebody else to bet 
for them?—It is possible, but I do not think they do. 

772. Did you ever hear of stewards owing bookmakers 
large sums of money ?—No, I have not. 

773. Never ’—No. 

774. Would you suggest that the shareholding represen- 
tatives of the clubs should be members of the board ?—Yes, 
that is not a bad idea. 

775. Do you say the first question the stewards ask a man 
when he is brought into the room is, “ Have you backed 
your horse ?”—Yes. 

776. Any other important question?—That is the main 
one. 

777. It is possible for a man to have a horse which he 
thinks will win, but he may not have money to back it 
with ?—It is quite possible. 

778. If that horse has a bad run in a race it is possible 
for the man and the horse to be sent out unjustifiably ?— 
Yes. 

"79. Have you ever heard of a trainer backing his horse, 
which he did not think would win, to escape the penalty in 
case he was called in?2—Yes, I have heard of it. 

780. Would you be surprised to know that the percentage 
paid to jockeys at Randwick and by the A.R.C. is exactly 
the same, though the amounts are different ?—No, I would 
not. 

“81. The difference in the money which the jockeys 
receive is due to the fact that the stakes are greater at the 
non-proprietary meetings than they are at the proprietary 
meetings ?—I am not surprised. 

“89. Is not 1s. deducted from each rider towards an 


insurance fund ?—Yes. : 
783. Do you know how that fund is administered ?—No. 
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784, Have you heard any complaints about it ?—Lots. 

785. Do you know how that fund is made up?—It used 
to be by the shilling deductions, the money they take out 
of the boy’s losing ride, and by the fines of jockeys and 
trainers. It is different now. 

786. What is it now?—It is made up of money they get 
from losing rides, jockeys’ fines, and trainers’ fines—which 
always went to the fund, and which I am lead to believe 
will be added to the distressed trainers’ fund in future. 

787. Have you made inquiries at the A.R.C. office as to 
how the fund 4s administered ?—Yes. 

788. Did you receive a reply?’—The information I ie 
ceived was that it was not finalised. 

789. Did you, as the result of complaint, make any in- 
quiry to satisfy yourself that the fund was being equitably 
administered @—It was brought up one day. I wanted to 
know how a trainer stood in regard to compensation. It 
was In ease of a jockey getting hurt, and I wanted to know 
how the trainer stool in regard to the Workmen’s Compen- 
sation Act. The A.R.C. told me that he would be covered 
by funds they had there. 

790. Did you ever inquire whether a boy is covered by the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act?—No. I advised the boys 
to do so. 

791. Do you know whether they did?—I heard they wrote 
in. 

792. You did not hear of a reply ?—No. 

793. You have had apprentices working for you?—[ did 
have one for three or four months only. 

794. Do you know what your liability was in the event 
of the apprentice getting injured ?—Yes, they told me that 
he was covered by the distress fund. 

795. I understand you did not find out whether you were 
liable under the Workmen’s Compensation Act?—No. 

796. Did your association make inquiry as to the 
trainers’ position in that respect ?—Yes, from the A.R.C. 
and from Mr. Maddocks Cohen. Mr. Rundle told me we 
were covered. : 

797. Is there any rule that stated you were covered ?— 
No, it was verbal. 

798. Did you ever write for it?—Yes. 

799. Did you get a reply regarding the owners and 
trainers’ lability in respect to the jockey ?—It was left to 
me to go and interview them, and they told me we were 
covered in case of accident or sickness. 

800. Did you ever have a jockey in your employ who 
received money from the fund %—No. 

801. Did any jockey, riding for you, ever have an acci- 
dent while in your employ ?—No. 

802. Have you any knowledge of the treatment meted 
out to boys who have met with accidents on the course ?— 
T think O’Connor’s case was the last. ‘i 

803. Did you make any inquiries about it?—I did. 

804. Was he an apprentice?—I think he was a jockey 
when it happened. 

805. If you had an apprentice rider, and you allowed the 
boy to ride another man’s horse, and the boy met with an 
accident, who would be liable—you or the man who en- 
gaged him to ride his horse with your permission ?—I 
should be. 

806. Have you made definite inquiries?—That is a 
solicitor’s opinion. 

807. Do you know definitely whether there is liability 
on the part of the trainer for a boy who rides his horse 
and is hurt ?—I think that is covered. 
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‘THURSDAY, 15 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
Present:— 


Mr. O'HALLORAN (iy tHe Cuan). 


Mr. JAQUES, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, 


Mr. MUTCH, 
Mr. MAIN, 


Mr. GOLDSTEIN, 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, represented by Mr, Hunter, Barrister-at-Law, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


Frederick James Hodges, paint and kalsomine manufac- 
turer, sworn, and examined :— 


808. Chairman.] I understand you have ‘held some offi- 
cial position in connection with pony racing?—Yes. I was 
president for some time, and was nominated as vice- 
president twelve months ago. This matter has occupied 
my attention for some considerable time. I refer to the 
injustice meted out to us by the A.R.C. We have taken 
action, but owing to the autocratic methods of the A.R.C. 
we can get nothing done. When on the executive of the 
association | moved many times that letters be written to 
the A.R.C. asking for certain things. Those letters were 
written, and, except on one occasion, we received no reply. 
It seems to me to be very unbusinesslike for a body of 
men, such as the A.R.C., to refuse to reply to correspon- 
dence. JI only remember receiving a definite reply once, 
and that was refusing what we asked for. We asked that 
there might be placed to our credit all fines and fees im- 
posed against owners and trainers, so that we could pay 
the money into our distress fund. As far as my memory 
serves me, that is the only reply we have had from the 
A.R.C. to any communication we have sent them during 
my term on the committee. We look upon it as an insult, 
and it placards a person who does not reply to your letter 
as being ignorant of knowing what ‘he ought to do. It is 
tantamount to meeting a man in the street who, when 
you wish to speak to him, walks away from you. That 
has been the attitude of the A.R.C. towards us all through 
the piece. Very little notice has been taken of us. A 
big percentage of owners and trainers are on the bread 
and butter line, and as things are they have no chance of 
getting off it. We have a tremendous amount of capital 
invested in the racing business, and we deserve more re- 
cognition from the A.R.C. I believe we have just as 
much capital invested in the game as the A.R.C., and we 
feel that we should have a voice in the control and 
management of the racing, because we claim to know more 
about horse-racing than they do. The only thing they 
seem to excel in is raking in the cash. We have com- 
plained from time to time of races being put on that are 
not suitable for the horses, yet our suggestions have been 
ignored. I got permission from a gentleman this morning 
to mention a particular case. That man says that it is 
unfair for the A.R.C. to act as accusers, judge, and jury. 
You do not look for that in a civilised community. It 
might happen in Russia. This man, Charles Stevenson, 
was disqualified for twelve months in connection with a 
horse named Stetson. He was training another horse 
named Queen Costella, and one day he received a telegram 
from the owner, Father Campbell, stating that a race 
was to be put on at Victoria Park specially for that horse. 
The day for the racing came, and numerous scratchings 
had taken place when the acceptance day came round, 
which put the horse in the first division instead of the 
second division, which it was anticipated it would be in. 
I understand the horse was well backed by a certain sec- 
tion, probably by officials and by the owner, who did not 
make it his business to see the trainer to find out what 
chance the horse had. At Victoria Park it had an outside 
position at the post in the first division, when it should 
have been in the second division. Evidently the money 
was on from some quarter, and on the following Sunday 
evening it was boasted at the tea-table of a certain man 
in a house in Livingstone-road, Marrickville, that on the 
following Wednesdy this man and his connections would 
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be disqualified, and sure enough they were. A grave 
injustice was committed on the owner, trainer, and rider 
ot that horse. If any disqualification took place it should 
have been Queen Costella and not Stetson. I backed that 
horse many times myself. (Stevenson told me on the 
morning of the race that the horse had not a chance of 
winning. George Russell, who used to ride the horse, was 
on holidays for about five weeks, and the horse had been 
out of the saddle for a long time. It had only just been 
brought in, yet that was the way that the A.R.C. treated 
Stevenson. He appealed against their decision, and it was 
five or six weeks before his appeal was heard. The long’ 
time it takes to hear an appeal is the complaint of many 
people in the game. Chris. O’Rourke was disqualified 
some five or six weeks ago, and he appealed against the 
disqualification, and the appeal has not yet been heard. 
That man has in his stable horses belonging to other 
people. He is not able to run them. Before long those 
horses must be taken away from him. He is being done 
a great injustice. The owners and trainers and jockeys 
should have representation on the board of appeal. A 
body which has so much capital invested in the racing 
game should have a voice in the matter. We have no 
voice at all, and the appeal board’s decision is final. It 
is not right that that should be so. They will drag the boy 
or the trainer into the room when some irregularity is 
alleged to have taken place. They are drawn into the 
room on the impulse of the moment. The jockey may be 
a young boy unable to defend himself, and in many cases, 
through the inability of the jockey to state his case before 
the board, the owner and the horse are disqualified, which 
is a grave injustice. Owners, trainers, and jockeys should 
have representation at the inquiry. There should be 
someone there to act on their behalf. There are many 
in the racing game who have not the ability to defend 
themselves at such an inquiry. A man may say some- 
thing that he does not intend to say, or he may omit to 
say something which he should have said. The inquiry 
should be open to the press, so that the public can know 
what is going on. Some trouble occurred a short time 
ago, when a number of the members of the Pony Owners 
and Trainers’ Association refused to nominate their 
horses. We afterwards made arrangements to race at 
Kembla Grange. We held a successful meeting, and we 
were going to hold other meetings. But we had to go to 
our masters to see whether they would give us permission, 
and when we went they refused. If it were not for our 
energy and the money we have put into the game there 
would be no pony racing. There is not enough prize 
money. That is demonstrated by the unfinancial state of 
the majority of the owners and trainers. The A.R.C. can 
say to a man, “You are fined £10.” And. you have to 
put your hand in your pocket and pay that £10, if you 
want to run your horses again. 


809. Mr. Jaques.] What happens if you have not got 
the £10 to pay out?’—You have either to go out of the 
game or borrow it. The stewards considered that Half 
Yetman had done something wrong, and they fined the 
owner £50. They are a law unto themselves, and it is not 
right that it should be so. We appealed some months ago 
to have all these fines paid into our distress fund, because 
we have paid away enormous suros of money to sick ati 
disabled members. The Gaming Act gives the A.R.C. 
authority to fleece the public. They can do according to 
their own sweet will. They fece the public by ohavgine 
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extortionate prices to go on the course. You can see the 
Melbourne Cup run for what it costs you to see the ponies. 
The high prices affect the number of people who attend, 
and the public are robbed. The A.R.C. should not deduct 
a portion ‘of the jockey’s riding fee. The Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Act does not provide for an employer to deduct 
so much from a workman’s weekly wage. Very little atten- 
tion has been paid by the A.R.C. to jockeys’ insurance, and 
we do not understand whether they accept responsibility 
or whether we have to accept it in the event of a jockey 
being hurt while riding one of our horses. They will give 
us no satisfaction. We are simply told they will do the 
right thing. Up to the present time we do not know how 
we stand in the event of a jockey being injured or killed. 
We should like to know where the thousands of pounds 
have gone. If there are fifteen horses in a race, 15s. is 
deducted from the jockeys’ fees, and as there are fifteen 
races a day and two meetings a week, the sum accumu- 
lates. We should like to know whether they are legally 
entitled to deduct 1s. from the jockey’s mount, and where 
it goes to, and to what extent the A.R.C. are prepared 
to pay for injury to or death of jockeys. Accidents have 
taken place when jockeys have received no compensation. 
Seeing that the Act which gave these people a monopoly 
of the racing game was passed about twenty years ago 


810. It is not that long ago. It is only eleven years ago? 
—Well, things have changed, and the racing game has 
grown. It is a barbarous thing that one set of people 
should be able to control the whole business, where so 
many other people are concerned in it. It was stated by 
the authorities at Kembla Grange that it was the best 
conducted meeting on the South Coast. There is no 
reason why the pony owners should be subjected to the 
iron rule of the A.R.C., which has a monopoly of race- 
courses in the metropolitan area. It see no reason why 
the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association should not 
run their own races. Competition is a good thing, and 
would regulate the business. It would also cause the 
prize-money to be increased, because each course would 
be a competitor. There are about 209 members of the 
Owners and Trainers’ Association, as against about four 
members of the board, and it is unreasonable to think 
that those four persons should have a monopoly. Two 
hundred people who have facilities for racing are barred 
from having their own racecourse. We are in a position 
to conduct race meetings, and we think we should be per- 
mitted to do it, so that we should not be tied to the A.R.C. 
During my term on the committee, I was astonished at 
the audacity of the board in not replying to correspon- 
dence week after week. They ignored everything we 
asked. Men have told me that they would like to come 
here and give evidence, but they have said: “Tt is no use 
my going to give evidence before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee because the next time I race my horse I shall be 
put out.” TI am independent of the racine game, and I do 
not mind. I am here to speak fearlessly, and to tell the 
Committee what I believe. It matters not to me whether 
the A.R.C. put me out or not. They cannot put me out of 
my business. But it is a very different thing to a person 
whose livelihood is in pony racing. They would take away 
his means of livelihood, not only in the suburban areas, 
but in the country. When he is disqualified from one 
place he is disqualified from all places. He is not per- 
mitted to earn his daily bread. It is not right that the 
A.R.C, should accuse a man of certain things and keep 
him waiting so long before his case is heard. There should 


be an independent inquiry and no time should be lost in 
hearing it. 


811. Chairman.] Do you still train horses?—Yes, I have 
four horses. 


812. I understood you to say that owners and trainers 
have as much capital invested in the racing game ag the 
A.R.C., the value of whose assets is about £1,000,000 ?— 
I think the owners and trainers have as much as they. 
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813. You gave the Committee to understand that some 
horse was backed by officials. Do you know of any par- 
ticular instance of officials having backed a horse?—I know 
it in this particular instance, and I know that the man 
who owned the horse backed it. Father Campbell was the 
owner of Queen Costella. Stevenson was the trainer. He 
received a telegram from Father Campbell stating that 
the race was being put on at Victoria Park for him. No 
other correspondence or communication passed until the 
day of the race. They expected the horse’ would be in the 
second division, but owing to a number of scratchings 
before the acceptances, the horse was put in the first 
division. It also has a very bad post position, and 
Stevenson says that it was altogether impossible for her to 
win. Nothing was said about this to the trainer. He was 
not consulted in the matter, but money was put on, 1 
understand, by officials and the owner, and the horse lost. 
They were very vexed, and they threatened to have their 
revenge on the trainer on some future occasion. Stetson 
was nominated for the next week’s racing, and it was 
boasted at the tea table in a house at Marrickville one 
Sunday evening, that Stetson and his connections would 


be put out on Wednesday; and they were put out on that 


day. 
814. Who made the boast that the horse would be dealt 


with?—I tried to get that, but the party concerned did not 
eare to give the information. 


815. Was it an official of the racing elub?—No, it was a 
close friend of one of the officials. He was really a rela- 
tive. 

816. Mr. Mutch.] Does his name begin with “D”¢— 
Yes. 

817. Chairman.] What punishment was inflicted on 
Stevenson !—He went out for twelve months for “ pulling? 
his horse. I back Stetson on several occasions. I saw 
Stevenson the day before the race, when he said the horse 
had no chance. There were only two boys that he would 
trust to get on the horse. He simply entered the horse 
and raced it, and it had no chance of winning. 

818. Have you been up before the stewards?—No. T was 


only fined once for not wearing the proper colours. Steven- 


son lodged an appeal, and it was six or seven weeks before 
it was heard. It is not a good thing to delay the hearing 
of an appeal. rip 

819. As an owner and trainer you would like to have the 
prize-money increased and an independent tribunal estab- 
lished?—Yes; but I ask for nothing less than the repeal 
of the Gaming Act to make it possible for pony ‘owners 
to have their own course. Surely the Government does 


not object to competition. That is the backbone of every 
trade. 
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820. You did not get permission for the first meeting at 
Kembla Grange?—No. One of the jockeys applied for his 
license, which they would not grant him, because they said 
he rode one of my horses at Kembla Grange, which he did 
not do. We had great difficulty about the Kembla Grange 
meeting. Circulars were distributed amongst the book- 
makers threatening them if they fielded at Kembla Grange. 
Over 700 people were on the Central Railway Station 
ready to go to the Kembla Grange race meeting, and were 
informed that there would be no bookmakers there. T was 
told that by the railway authorities. 

821. Mr. Mutch.] There is no doubt that the A.R.C. 
endeavoured to ruin that meeting?—That is so. 

822. Mr. Goldstein.] You referred to a man having 
being fined £50. What was that for?—Late scratching. © 

823. Had he the right of appeal ?—TI think so. 

824. Did he exercise it?—I could not say. I do not 
think he did. 

825. Would there not be some special circumstances in 
that case to justify such a penalty?—I think that there 
was some trouble, and that it resulted in the A.R.C. 
amending one of their rules relating to late scratching. 
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826, Did they reduce the fine?—The secretary says they 
did. 

827. Is it not the xa of the A.R.C. to protect the 
public interest. Is it not the public who is affected more 
than anyone else when a horse is led in at the last moment 
and withdrawn from the race ?’—Yes. 

828. Is there not a rule which fully defines what is 
expected of the owner in that case ?—Yes. 

829. Is not that in the interest of the public ?—Yes. 

830. Where would that £50 go to?-I suppose into their 
own banking account. We do not know where it goes, 
although I tried for twelve months to find out. 

831. Can you give any instance of the stewards having 
acted unjustly?—I could only give you a list of com- 
plaints. I was thirteen months on the pony. owners’ com- 
mittee, during which time we had hundreds of complaints 
in respect of the stewards. There is the case of O’Rourke 
a few weeks ago. He had a horse running in the Flying 
Handicap. That horse was eligible for a maiden, and was 
disqualified because they said he “pulled” his horse. It 
had no chance of winning. 

832. Did he appeal?—Yes, he has waited six weeks, and 
his appeal has not come off yet. 

833. Why should the proprietary clubs set themselves 
against those who act in the capacity of owner, trainer, or 
jockey ?—It seems to be gross ignorance. There can be no 
good purpose served. 

834. Do you know whether the stewards indulge in bet- 
- ting +—I could not say. 

835. Do you know any case of a steward being in debt 
to a bookmaker; where the bookmaker has not demanded 
what he is entitled to, or where he has demanded it?—I 
have been told that those things do occur, but I cannot 
prove it. 

836. You have heard that stewards have been indebted 
to bookmakers ?—I have heard so. 

837. Which may have been responsible for the peculiar 
decisions that you say have been arrived at?—Yes, but I 
have no such evidence. 

838. How many race meetings a week would your horses 
be entered for ?—About one. 

839. It would be possible for you to enter your horse for 
more than one meeting controlled by the A.R.C.?—Yes, 
but their claws spread everywhere. 

840. Have you endeavoured to get redress from those 
controlling the race meetings?—Yes, but it is futile to 
raise a protest. I won a race at Richmond a few weeks 
ago. I was placed second, and I passed it over. 

841. Might not that be an error of judgment. You 
would not say that the judge deliberately placed your 
horse second if he ran first?—Well, it was the ‘opinion 
of a great many that he won the race. 

842. How can that be avoided?—By the use of the 
eamera. The finish of every race should be photographed. 
A photographic proof could be prepared in a few minutes 
after the race, which would prevent the possible pulling 
down of the whole establishment, which may some day 
take place, by the infuriated mob when a wrong decision 
is given. 

$43. Can you tell us, of your own knowledge, of instances 
where the stewards, or those controlling the racing, have 
not played the game?—They never have played the game. 

844. Do you know of “crook” practices having been 
indulged in by the stewards ?—No. 

845. You have the right to reply to a charge made 
against you?—Yes, but I have not had a charge made 
against me. Stevenson did not get a fair show before the 
board. He said something, but it was like firing cork 
bullets against a granite wall. His remarks had no effect 
on the board. It is their autocratic methods that we object 
to. 

846. Of whom should the independent tribunal consist? 
—It should be representative of the Jockeys’ Association 
and the Owners and Trainers’ Association. 


847. Should the A.R.C. be represented too?—Certainiy, 
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848. Mr. Jaques.] You suggested that the Act of 1912 
should be repealed; do you mean in the direction of not 
preventing the A.R.C. from racing, but to allow you to 
race on your own?—Yes 

849 What course could you race on?—We could find 
land in the Botany district. 

850. Could you get sufficient money to start it oe we 
could get thousands in a few hours. 

851. It is suggested that pony racing should be non- 
proprietary, with no protfis to anybody, so that the only 
people who would be interested would be owners, trainers, 
and jockeys. Would they be able to raise enough money 
to race on their own account ?—Yes. 

852. The Committee has been told that 95 per cent. of 
the owners and trainers are broke?—I believe they are. 

853. You said there were only 200 odd?—Yes. 

854. Then there can be only ten who are financial, and 
who would be able to raise enough money for the race- 
course ’—Well, the people who own the horses and others 
would subscribe capital towards the cost of the course. 

855. Would they do it without the prospect of getting 
any profit ?—Yes. 

856. Regarding the Stetson case; your evidence really 
amounts to a charge that the stewards are not straight— 
that they made up their minds to disqualify the horse ?— 
It looked like it. 

857. Would you go so far as to say that the stewards 
are “crooked” ?—I could not say. 

858. The evidence you have given certainly amounts to 
a charge of “crookedness” against the stewards?—-I do 
not think so. I have simply related what I have been 
told. 

859. Then do you suggest that the evidence you have 
given on that point, being only heargay, is of no value?— 
Yes, it is, and you can get Stevenson to tell you about it. 

860. I understand that 1s. is deducted from every £1 
of the jockey’s?Yes. 

861. Would you prefer that the owners should accept 
responsibility, and that the Workmen’s Compensation Act 
should be applied to a boy when he is injured ’—The owners 
do not know where they stand. 

862. Do you not know that if your employee is injured 
in your employ you are liable in law?—Yes. 

863. Would you rather the clubs did not take the Is., 
and relieved you of that liability or would you prefer to 
take the burden on yourself?—I deduct nothing from my 
workmen’s wages to pay their insurance. Why should 
the A.R.C. ? 

864. Jockeys are not employees of the A.R.C.?—Yes, 
they are. If they are not, why does the A.R.C. take money 
from them? 

865. You prefer that the A.R.C. should not take the 
1s.?—Yes; I do not think they are entitled to it. 

866. You would be liable to a jockey if he were injured 
in your employ ?Well, you can insure your jockey. You 
need not mention his name. You can insure twenty 
jockeys if you like. 

867. Do you think that the judge ever purposely gave a 
wrong decision?—I would not like to say that. 

868 You have confidence in the judge; you believe 
that he is honest?—He might be. 

869. Mr. Main.] With regard to the accident fund for 
jockeys; have jockeys who have been injured received 
compensation from the fund?’—We have had communi- 
cations from jockeys complaining that, although they had 
been injured, they had received nothing. 

870. Respecting an amendment of the Gaming Act, do 
you suggest. that a club, formed by owners and trainers, 
should have further racing days given to them, or that 
they should have a proportion of the days at present 
enjoyel by the A.R.C.?—I think we should take a pro- 
portion of their days. I cannot see how we could have 
more racing days. 

871. How would you constitute your club?—I am not pre- 
pared to say that, or how it would be possible for us to 
have a racecourse on the same lines as the A.J.C, 
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872. According to the Act all existing clubs were given 
the right to race, but no further clubs are allowed to come 
forward’—We could not be in existence, because we had 
no authority. The A.R.C. has the monopoly, and we have 
no chance. Repeal the Act, and make it possible for any- 
one to open a club if they are competent to carry on the 
business. 

873. How are you going to limit the days?—They would 
be the same as they are now. 

874. How would you amend the Act, considering that a 


definite number of racing days are allowed in the metro-: 


politan area?’—Do away with proprietary clubs and the 
present monopoly. Why should these autocrats control 
pony racing? — : 

875. Do you suggest that a certain number of racing 
days should be taken from the proprietary clubs and 
allowed to remain vacant, so that if non-proprietary clubs 
start they should have those days?—I would make them 
all non-proprietary and would repeal the Act. I would 
make it possible to license pony owners, and I would give 
them permission to race. You would have five racecourses 
to run two meetings a week, instead of four. Some of 
them would not Jast too long. The fittest would survice. 

876. When an inquiry is held do you think that, if a 
sentence has to be passed, the penalty should not be in- 
flicted by the stewards ?—Yes. 

877. How would you hold the preliminary inquiry ?—The 
accused persons should have a representative. He should 
not be rushed into the room to give his evidence as he ig 
now. He is simply asked, “ What did you do this for?” 
And he often has no chance. Through inability to state 
properly what really happened he may be disqualified. 
Richards was disqualified on the word of one steward, 

878. Did he appeal?—Yes. 

879. What was the result?—It was dismissed. 


880. Mr. Cann.] Would you be satisfied if the jockeys 
got compensation under the Workmen’s Compensation 
.Act*’—Yes, if we knew that our responsibility ceased, but 
we have not been able to reach finality in the matter with 
the A.R.C. I have approached them, and they say, “Oh, 
you can trust it to us. We will fix all that.” 

881. Have you, as an owner, been called upon to pay 
when a lad has been injured or killed 2—_No. 

882. Have you heard of any jockey who has been in- 
jured not being recompensed ’—Yes, we have letters 
brought under our notice of such cases. 

883. Have you asked the racing clubs whether they cover 
that?—Yes. They say “ Yes,” that the 1s. is to insure 
jockeys against accident or death. But we want some- 
thing tangible. They say, “We will fix that up, and you 
can trust us,” but that is all we have. 

884. Would you rather have the owners and trainers fix 
that responsibility ?—Yes, there should be a fund. We 
have a distress fund now. If any of our people get injured, 
they are well paid out of that fund. 

885. Did you make no appeal in the Riehmond_ in- 
cident?’—The stewards’ word is final. 

886. From what you have said, the judge can give first 
prize to the third or fourth horse in a race if he thinks fit? 
—Yes. - 

887. Is the case you mentioned the only one that has 
happened, so far as you know?—I have heard of it hap- 
pening frequently. 

888. The inference is that the A.R.C. gives the first prize 
to horses in turn?—I do not know what it means. I made 
it my business to get photographs of a race two years ago, 
and the horse that was given first prize ran second or 
third 

839. Mr, Main.] From where was the photograph taken 2 
—Near the judge’s box. 

$90. Not from the box?—No. 


891. Mr. Cann.] Is there any place where it is the prac- 
tice to take such photographs ?’—Yes, it is done in France. 


892. Mr, Mutch.] It has been done here too’—Yes. ; 

893. Mr. Cann.] Do you know that when the Gaming 
Act was passed the idea was not so much to affect pro- 
prietary clubs as to limit the number of racing days ?~ 
No. I was opposed to racing at that time, but I suppose 
we change with age. : 

894. If you had a non-proprietary club, what guarantee 
have you that it would not become proprietary later on ¢— 
We should have to give that guarantee. We should not 
want to be a proprietary club. 

895. Mr. Mutch.| You have said that people are reluc- 
tant to give evidence before this Committee for fear of 
victimisation by the A.R.C.?—~Yes. 

896. Do you know that a Select Committee of Parlia- 
ment has power to summon any person to come here and 
give evidence, and that they must attend if they are 
wanted ?—Yes. 

897. Would you be prepared to give the chairman the 


names of any persons who desire to give evidence, or who 


can give evidence of substantial value?—Yes,.I could. At 
a race last week I asked people whom I met, “ Are 
you going to give evidence before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee?” and they replied, “ Well, I would like to, but it 
would not pay me to give evidence, as I might get put out 
if I did. 

898. Is it possible, under A.R.C. control, for a man to be 
put out innocently ?—Yes, I think it is done frequently. - 

899. You have stated that you received only one reply to 
correspondence sent to the A.R.C. Is that your general 
experience of A.R.O. officials, that they have refrained 
from answering your communications ?—Yes. 

900. Have you had personal interviews with them?— 
Yes. 
901. Have you received a satisfactory explanation on the 
points you raised ?—No. 
but we can never get the four together, and they do not 
act in unison. ‘The four repersentatives ought to be 
present. 

902. Regarding the disqualification of Chris. O’Rourke 
a few weeks ago, I understand that he immediately lodged 
an appeal, which has not since been heard. That means 


that every herse he had in training has to stand down, he 


cannot go on the racecourse, he suffers that indignity, and 
he is deprived of his means of livelihood because of the 
delay caused by the A.R.C. in hearing the appeal ?—Yes. 
And others are suffering too indirectly. 

903. Do you know whether Chris. O’Rouke has lost any 
of the horses he has been training ?—I could not say. He 
told me it was possible he might lose two or three of his 
best horses. 

904. Is a delay of some weeks in hearing an appeal 
gcneral?—Yes. We have had many letters making such 
eomplaint. 

905. You have endeavoured to find out where the late 
scratching fees and fines went?—Yes, without success. 


906. You believe that the difficulty under which the pony 


owners and trainers are labouring to-day is that the racing 


is controlled on a proprietary basis?~Yes, that is the 
whole trouble. The monopoly should be removed. 


907. The solution of the difficulty is the placing of the 


clubs on a non-proprietary basis ?—Yes, 

908. Have you any further points in favour of the trans- 
fer of the control of pony racing from proprietary to non- 
proprietary clubs?—I have thought out schemes, but I. am 
not prepared to give them now, as we have not gone into 
detail. We have all the facilities for racing, and we 
should have a chance to be able to use them to our own 
advantage. 

909. Is it worth the trainers’ while to race for the prize 
money ’—No, it is not large enough. 

910. What would be a satisfactory prize for an owner 
and trainer to race for?—£250 in one division. 
should be at least £3,000 a day. I should say from £200 to 
£250 for each division. . 


There are four men interested, 


There | 
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911. Mr. Goldstein.] Can you tell the Committee how 
the racing game from a public standpoint can be improved? 
—By bringing in competition. 

912. Are these pony meetings well patronised?—My 
word, they are! 

913. While you complain that the racing clubs are not 
giving owners, trainers, and jockeys a fair deal, are the 
owners, trainers, and jockeys giving the public a fair deal; 
—are there to your knowledge “ crook” practices in con- 
nection with pony racing which seriously affect the public? 
—Not as far as I am concerned. There are, however, a 
lot of undesirables in the game, and I think they are 
encouraged by the A.R.C. No matter how well known 
they are to the officials of the A.R.C., they are apparently 


not prohibited from going on the racecourse. The A.R.O. 
accepts their 15s. admittance, and gives them admission. 
There are hundreds of undesirables who should not be pex- 
mitted to go on the racecourse. 

914. Are there not racecourse detectives ?—Yes. 

915. Do they not. frequently exercise the function they. 
are expected to do?—Yes. 

916. You have seen men removed from the course ?—Yes, 
or asked to move away. 

917. Do you say that because twenty or thirty “ crooks ” 
may bring an additional 15s. each to the racecourse pro- 
prietors, they deliberately overlook the fact that they are a 
menace to the course?—Well, they are. That is the plain 
English of it, and the A.R.C. accepts their 15s. 


TUESDAY, 20 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
Present: — 
Mr. O'HALLORAN (in Tue Cuarr). 


-Mr. JAQUES, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. MAIN, 


Lier.-Coronen RUTLEDGE, 
Mr. FRANK BURKE, 
Mr. MUTCH. 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, Barrister-at-Law, instructed by Mr. Collins, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs. ) 


Milton Richards, formerly a pony trainer, Sydney, sworn 
and examined :— 


918. Chairman.] I understand you wish to give the Com- 
mittee an account of your experiences in the A.R.C.?— 
Yes, I was forced out by the officials of the A.R.C. Pony 
racing was controlled for years by three men—Frank 
Morris, J. Underhill, who was secretary to the A.R.C., and 
Frank Hill, who was head caretaker. I think he ig now 
on the board of the A.R.C. Any owner or trainer who had 
a good horse and who did not tell these men what he was 
doing was hounded and harassed. 

919. Lt.-Colonel Rutledge.| In what way ?’—They wanted 
to have nothing to do with men who had bad horses. They 
wanted to associate with men with good horses. Suppos- 
ing you had a horse that could win a race, if you did not 
tell them so in order that they could participate in the 
win they would not give you a chance. Nearly every 
horse you ran they would have you up in the room and 
ask you, “ Did you back this horse?” Many times I have 
had to throw away £40 or £50 to back a horse or run the 
risk of being disqualified. If I could prove that I had 
backed the horse they would let me go. These men should 
not be allowed to occupy such a position. My experience 
goes back years. Morris, who was once a bookmaker, 
“welshed.” He was chased by the crowd through Moore 
Park and was caught in a house in Surry Hills, where 
he had got under the bed. They pulled him out, and he 
squealed like a stuck pig. That is over thirty years ago. 
I remember when Mr. Morris was at the old Rosebery 
Racecourse, and J had a horse there called Bruell. I 
backed him well as he was a good thing. J put all I had 
in the world on him. When the horse had got away a 
jockey named Russell came up to me and said, “ Did you 
back your horse?” I answered, “ Yes, he is a certainty.” 
The jockey said, “ You are ‘gone.”’” JI asked him how 
was that, and he replied, ‘‘ You are ‘ crook’.” I then said, 
“He is not ‘crook’ to me, because I have put all I have 
in the world on him.” Then Russell remarked, ‘ The boy 
on top is ‘crook’.” That was a boy named Thompson. I 
said that if he was he would have an awful job to pull the 
horse up. I decided to go in and see the stewards. Mr. 
Morris was one, and Mr. Hill was another. I said to 
Morris, “I have just been told by a boy that my horse 
is ‘crook. JT have backed him.” Morris then asked, “ Who 
is riding your horse?” JI said ‘‘ Thompson.” “Morris said, 
“Te is honest beyond question, he would not ‘ pull’.a horse 
up.” Anyhow the horse was beaten by a head by Veronica, 


the horse he was “crook” for. I had an idea at the time 
that Morris was in this, although I could not find out 
When the boy came in I called him everything. He said 
he could not help it. ‘There is no doubt he “ pulled” the 
horse. Thompson has gone from bad to worse, and he 
drinks heavily. About six weeks ago I was at a Kensing- 
son hotel with a couple of friends. Thompson was there, 
and he was half drunk. He asked me to buy him a drink. 
T told him to go away. He said, “ You ave still sore about 
that job of sixteen years ago,” and I replied, “ Of course, 
I am.” I asked him who was responsible for that job, and 
he replied, “(Skinny Moss and Frank Morris.” They were 
always great friends. My next experience with Morris 
was at the Epping course. I had a trotting horse named 


‘Picaninny the Second. The first race I backed him well, 


but he got caught in his hobbles. He ran second in the last 
race. Morris had me up in the room after the last race, and 
asked me, “ Did you back the horse in the first race?” I 
said that I had. He then said, “Could you come to the 
ofice about 11 o’clock in the morning?” and I answered 
that I could. I said, “Shall I bring the man who backed 
the horse?’ He said, “Please yourself.” I answered him, 
“ All right.” As soon as I walked into the office he said, 
“We have decided to disqualify you for two years—with 
the horse and the boy.” 


920. Chairman.] Is that under the A.R.C.?—No, but I 
want to show you what these men are. 


9204. Mr. Collins.] Your object seems to be to vent spite 
upon Mr. Morris, and it seems to me that that is not 
relevant to the inquiry. 

921. Mr. Cann.]. What position does Mr. Morris hold? 

9214. Mr. Collins.] None at all. 


922. Chairman.]| Who is F. Hill?—He was for a long 
time caretaker of the Kensington Racing Club. He now 
has a position on the board. A horse named Glenhampton 
was beaten at Rosebery Park by a head. It belonged to 
a Mr. McHugh. The horse was started against my 
wishes. I had advised the owner not-to start him as he 
had been sick. He backed the horse against my will, 
putting £37 on him, and the horse was beaten by a head. 
I explained to Morris that the horse had no chance, and 
that he had tried to do his best. He decided to give us 
twelve months’ disqualification, and we got it. We ap- 
pealed, and the appeal was dismissed. The owner only 
did three months, when his disqualification was lifted, but 
it was not lifted for me and the boy. I appealed to our 


1320 


Witness—M. Richards, 20 November, 1923. 


30 


association. Then they placed the case before Underhill 
and Morris, and gave them to understand that they would 
not consent to this persecution of me, the jockey, and the 
horse. Under the circumstances they let me off with six 
months. A further persecution of the A.R.C. against me 
was at Kembla Grange in connection with a horse named 
Kurriong, which was disqualified. The horse broke down 
in the race. When he broke down I said to the steward, 
whose name was Hayes, and who now officiates in the 
A.J.C.; ‘This horse broke down in the race.” 
that it did not matter, and that the horse could have won 
on three legs. I suppose I should be the only trainer 
in the world who could train a horse to win a race on 
three legs. The horse belonged to a Mr. Farrell, a station 
owner, of Binalong. The inquiry was adjourned until 
Tuesday morning, when J had to bring in Farrel to prove 
he had backed the horse in town. He went in and told 
Hayes he had backed the horse. Hayes told Farrell he 
would have to bring evidence that he backed the horse 
in town, and that he would adjourn the case until Thurs- 
day. When Thursday came Farrell did not turn up, but 
I brought a man along who had put money on for Farrell 
and also my money. After Hayes heard the evidence 
he decided to give us twelve months. 


923. Mr. Collins.] Was that Rodgers ?—Yes. 


924. Chairman.] How did he come in?—He had put 
money on for Farrell in town. They decided to give us 


twelve months’ disqualification, including myself and the . 


boy, but they did not disqualify the owner. I appealed, 
but the Appeal Board is only a joke. They do as Under- 
hill or ‘Morris tells them to do. I proved that I backed 
the horse. I expected the horse to break down... There 
were races coming off at Wollongong on the Friday, and 
at Kembla on the Monday. 'The Wollongong meeting 
was postponed on account of rain, and the races were 
held at Kembla. I took some antiphlogistine with me 
to help get the horse home. When the horse broke down 
I sent one of my boys over to the earetaker’s house to ask 
them to heat the stuff. They asked him what it was for, 
and were told that it was for a horse named Kurriong. 
Farrell came to my house the following day, and saw the 
horse there lame. When he went to the Appeal Board 


he said the horse was not lame. -The inference is thaj . 


somebody got to him in order that I should be disqualified. 

925. Do you mean someone got to Farrell?—Someone 
must have—otherwise why did he turn on his evidence? 
Tt is a well-known fact that those who have grafted with 
Morris or Underhill can do as they like. They have 
their friends there. They do things which if done by us 
would get us twelve months. 


926. Chairman.] I understood you to say that F. Morris, 
J. Underhill, and F. Hill control pony racing ?—Yes. 


927. How can you substantiate that statement ?—It is 
hard to do so, because they work so cleverly. We all know 
it, although it is very hard to prove. It is the same as 
trying to prove that they bet. One of them, Underhill, 
bets, and when he does he will not pay the bookmakers the 
money he owes them. 


928. Did I understand you to say that. Morris “ welched,” 
and that Underhill would not pay the bookmakers what he 
owed them’?—Yes, I can prove that he owes them money. 
These bookmakers will not come forward to give evidence 
before this Committee, because they are afraid of losing 
their licenses. Any correspondence from us to the appeal 
board Mr. Underhill, if it does not suit him, throws into 
the waste-paper basket. 


929. How can you prove that ?—I can prove it. I hada 
clearance from the Kembla Club. Mr. Dowling said, “If 
you have a clearance from them T do not see why your 
disqualification should not be lifted.’ But when it was 
considered by the board it was not lifted. There was 
inside influence which persuaded them not to lift it. This 
sort of thing has been going on for years. You are perse- 
cuted by the A.R.C. After twelve months had exnired 


He said 


they refused to allow me to train at Kensington. I saw 
F. Hill one day and asked permission to use the barrier in 
the morning for a, couple of colts, and my request was 
refused. You cannot understand the object of the childish 
things that these men have done. I had a horse out of 
work and was hacking him about. A friend of mine said 
that he wanted a hack to lead a mare in work, and I told 
him to take the hearse. He went to Kensington racecourse 
for a week or a fortnight. After being there some time 
the caretaker went up to the chap with the horse and said, 
“You cannot bring that horse on to this course any 
longer. That horse belongs to Richards and you cannot 
bring him here.” 


930. Were you disqualified at that time?—No, it was _ 


two or three months after my disqualification. | When 
disqualified at Kembla Grange I had ten or twelve horses 


in work, and the usual thing when you are disqualified 


is to transfer your horses to someone else. You sell them 
or let someone else train them. Six other men besides 
myself were disqualified. The stewards eame to the con- 
clusion that my horse should not race any more, and they 
barred the whole lot of them, including those leased and 
those transferred. Every horse but mine was allowed to 
race. I had two mares. The transfer of the lease was 
shown to Morris and Underhill, but they still refused to 
allow them to race. They disqualified eight horses for ten 
months. At the end of twelve months I concluded it was 
no use my remaining in the game, so I decided to sell or 
lease my horses. I could not get the prices I wanted, so I 
decided to lease two. When I went down to the office 
with the leases they refused to accept their nomination. 
Morris and Underhill would not allow me to lease them. 
They said it was the board’s instruction. Any man should 
have power to lease horses to another man if he is respect- 
able. This man had four and a half years’ service at the war 
and his character is beyond reproach. It was a strange thing 
that the Board should come to such a decision. One day I 
went to see-Mr. {Monie, a member of the board, and | 
said, ‘‘ This is a peculiar attitude to take up in respect to 
my horses. You refuse to allow me to lease my horses to 
anybody.” He replied, “I did nothing of the kind. I do 
not know anything about that.” I asked him, “Do you 
mean to say that the board did not give instructions to the 
stewards to. refuse me permission to lease my horses?” 
He said, “ This is the first I have heard of it.” Underhill 
had done it. He said that the board thought that the 
two mares belonged to me, and that that was why they 
refused their nomination. When I went down and told the 
stewards what I had learned, and that the board had not 
given those instructions they said, “ If that is the ease you 
will be allowed to lease them.” The two mares were 
leased. When the men went in to nominate the two mares 
they were refused their nomination. I then went down to 
try and find out what the trouble was, and was told that 
they could not start because they were not in my name. 
This sort of thing has been going on for years. Praeti- 
cally, every time when I started a horse during the last 
few years they had me up in the room and asked me 
whether T had backed my horse. Kach time I was disquali- 
fied I was innocent. You have to “pull” up horses at 
times. Everybody has. You have to give the boy instruc- 
tions not to knock the horse about. In one case a most 
eruel thing was done. When I was disqualified with 
Kurriong my horses were passed over to Matthews, a 
trainer. Two months after he got them he got a mare 
named Polybia.. Everyone concluded that I owned the 
mare. I did not own her. The first day she started at 
Victoria Park she was beaten by ten or twelve lengths. She 
ran third. They had the boy and the trainer up in the 
room and gave them twelve months. Matthews had a wife 
and five children to keep. They gave him twelve months 
because they thought the mare belonged to me. She has 
been racing for eighteen months and has not won a race 
yet. 
a horse named My Bobbie beat another horse called 
Cautious Boy. The following day Underhill said to Mr. 


One reason why a horse I had was barred was because: 


: 
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Kingsley, our secretary, “ This horse of Richards’ should 
not be allowed to race.” Kingsley asked why, and he said, 
* Because he is disqualified.” The following week all of 
them were barred. Underhill stands in the enclosure with 
his glasses, and he is the worst judge that I ever saw in 
my life. When he proclaims a horse a winner he generally 
picks out the horse he backs. You could see Underhill go 
over to the stewards and have a confab with them. Your 
boy on top may have to stand down for three months. A 
trainer named D’Arman got six months the other day and 
O’Rourke also got six months. They appealed. O’Rourke’s 
appeal was dismissed, but D’Arman’s was put off till next 
Monday. I think he will get out of it. D’Arman is train- 
ing Farrell’s horse now. 

931. Mr. Mutch.] There may be reasons why D’Arman’s 
appeal should be sustained on Monday ?—Yes, there may 
be. But deferring the case until Monday next is merely 
a blind. You will find that Mr. Farrell has put the hard 
word on them. We trainers had always been privileged to 
walk in to see if the horses had a chance. I had done it 
for fifteen or sixteen years. But two months ago at Ascot 
I walked over and asked a trainer, Jim Stanton, if his 
horse had a chance. JI saw Underhill making a bee-line 
towards me. He came up to me and said, “Have you a 
pony in this race ?” and I replied that I had not. He then 
said, “Get out or I’ll put you out.” I told him not to try it 
on. He then went back fora policeman, and when the police- 
man came along’ he said, “‘ Keep that man outside and do 
not allow him in again.” There are vindictive feelings 
against our men. These people have a monopoly, and you 
are insulted by them. They can treat you like a dog and 
you have no redress. J had a horse which used to bleed 
from the nose in the race. He would pull up gradually 
while in the race. There are other horses that bleed in a 


similar way. But they disqualified my horse for life. So’ 


that my case would not be too pointed, they disqualified 
another horse named Pittsworth Gun. A little horse called 
Why Why, for which I was offered £800, I would not take 
£1,000 for. 'They barred it because they said it was a bad 
one at the post. He was not. He never did any harm. He 
used to stand on the outside, and only when a bad horse 
was alogside him would he move about. They disqualified 
that horse for life, and he is only worth a hack’s price now. 

922. Chainer.) Did you appeal?—Yes. I could pick 
out twenty horses there 1,000 per cent. worse than my 
horse was. Stetson, a horse belonging to a “scab,” was 
barred a week before the strike. - When the strike came on 
they allowed the horse to start again. He is a lot worse 
than my horse ever knew how to be. One of the stewards, 
Mr. Collins, said that it was a damned shame to see my 
horse barred. 

933. I take it you are of opinion there should be some 
independent tribunal to whom you can appeal?—Yes. 
When Why Why was disqualified I had him in a race at 
Richmond. I saw Underhill on the following Wednesday, 
and I said to him, “ I suppose you have no objection to the 
horse starting?” THe gave me to understand that he had 
none. When I got to the course I found that the horse 
had been barred, and I asked the secretary what was the 
reason. He replied, “ We received a wire from Underhill 
to say that he cannot start. ” Two horses were leased to 
2 man named Challoner. He went down to the office to 
nominate them. They refused to take the names, saying 
that the horses did not belong to the man I sold them to. 
They said, “If you bring the owner along to swear that he 
owns the horses we will accept the nomination.” He 
brought the owner of the horse along and submitted the 
affidavit to the board. Underhill, who was there, said that 
he would not accept their nomination. 

934, Mr. Mutch.1 How was the board Barras on that 
occasion ?’—There were three of them there. He was asked 
if he had any objection to the horse bemg taken to the 
country. The answer was, “Take them anywhere you 
like, but they cannot race here.” Those horses have stood 
down for eight months, and he took them to the bush. 
My Bobbie won a couple of races. Underhill or Morris 
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slipped round to the A.J.C. and’ asked if the horses had 
a clearance, and found out that they had not. 

935. How do you know that Underhill went to tho 
AJ.C rida 
each other in the office. 

936. How do you know he went to the A.J.C.; they 
might confer on all sorts of matters?—I cannot abso- 
lutely prove it, but there is no question that they did. 

937. Mr. Collins.] You are guessing?—No, there is no 
guess about it. They sent word that he would have to 
refund all prize money he won in the country. 

938. Chairman.] You say there would be no other way 
to obtain that information except from the A.R.C.¢— 
Yes. 

939. Mfr. Afutch.] The action was taken by the A.J.C.? 
Yes. It is a common thing for ponies to go to the country 
to race and for nothing to be said. 

£40, Lt.-Ccloneb Rutledge.] How long have you been 
training poinies ’/—Close on twenty years. 

941. How many times have you been disqualified ?— 
Twice. 

942. Your evidence, boiled down, is that you allege that 
the stewards are prejudiced at these race meetings!— 
There is no doubt about it. 

943. You allege also that they are open to the influence 
of those controlling A.R.C. racing; practically that the 
stewards do what they are told?—I am not referring to 
the present stewards. I have referred to the former stew- 
ards. Morris is the principal man. 

944. Mr. Burke.], | understood you to say that diserimi- 
nation was shown between you and other trainers. Were 
any other trainers placed in a similar position to your- 
self ?—No. 

945. Were you given any special reason why you were 
picked out?—The reason was because I would not tell 
Morris about my horses when I had a chance of winning. 
I do not train horses for them. 

946. Did he ever ask you?—No, they would not ask me 
that. 

947. Do other owners and trainers tell Morris?—Not all 
of them. 

948. Why not?’—It is not every man who has a good 
horse. | 

949. It seems that a nian who has a good horse ig in a 
dangerous position ’—He was. I refer to when Morris was 
in charge. Underhill is still there. 

950. They have not to tell the stewards to-day when a 
horse is going to win?—I have no experience of the pre- 
sent stewards. There have only been there three or four 
months. 

951. You say that owners of good horses with a chance 
of winning have to give information to the stewards ?—- 
Not all of them, but they run the risk of going out for 
twelve months if they do not. 

952. When you are brought before the stewards you say 
they want to know whether you backed your horse. What 
would they call a fair bet?—Morris would ask you, “ Have 
you backed your horse?” and if he was “ wild,” out you 
would go. I produced a certificate from the vet. to show 
that a horse was suffering from a severe cold. 

953. I take it that if they wanted to deal with you it 
would not matter whether you had backed your horse or 
not ?’—That is so. 

954. Is there any set amount that you are supposed to 
put on your horse ?—No. 

954. Chairman.] Were Messrs. Morris, Underhill, and 
Hill on the appeal board at the time you speak of ?—No. 

956. They really had no direct say in determining ap- 
peals?—Yes, they did. Underhill would be in there, and 
if he saw that Dowling or anyone else was a bit on our 
side he would stick in his spoke. 

957. How do you know that?—I have been there. 
would not let me alone. 

958. I did not hear much evidence from you respecting 
Mr. Hill’—He worked with Morris and Underhill. He 
is a silent worker. It is very hard to corner these men. 


They 
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959. Did the jockey Thompson get called up?—No, he 
was in it. 

960. Did you report to the stewards that he had 
“pulled” the horse?—I went in before the race and told 
Morris that I had been informed that 7 homes was 
going to “pull” him up, and he did. 

961. I understand that Thompson subsequently told you 
that two gentlemen were responsible for him taking action? 
—Yes, Skinny Moss and Morris, in the presence of two 
witnesses. 

962. Who were they ?—I can get them. 

963. You referred to Mr. Morris having been in a strong 
position in the trotting game. Was he interested in 
trotting as well as the A.R.C.?—Years ago he was. 

964. I think you said that the appeal board had to do 
what Morris and Underhill said. Can you prove that ?— 
I cannot prove it, but you could see that they were running 
the show. 

965. Is Mr. Underhill supposed not to bet?—Yes. Mr. 
Monie, a member of the board, told me that three or four 
officials were discharged for that reason. I can prove that 
Underhill bets, and that he owes money to bookmakers, and 
that he will not pay them. 

966. I understand that no official of the A.R.C. is allowed 
to bet?—I do not know whether there is any rule, but they 
are supposed not to bet. 

967. Mr. Collins.] You said that trainers who did not 
tell Mr. Morris that their horses were fancied were dis- 
qualified ?—Yes. 

968. ‘Can you tell us the names of any who were picked? 
—I am one. Doyle was another. 

969. Do you know of any others?—I do not feel dis- 
posed to give them to you now. 

970. You are satisfied with the stewards as at present 
constituted?—I have no experience of the present 
stewards. 

971. Is Mr. Donoghue, a present steward, a “ crook ” ?—- 
No, I am not going to say anything about him. 

972. Were you ever disqualified by him?—No. 
one of those who disqualified Polybia. 

973. Is Challoner a relation of yours?—No. 

_ 974. You have been only twice disqualified?—By the 
A.R.C. 

975. By who else?—By Mr. Morris. 

976. That is during twenty years?—Yes. 

977. With regard to the barring of Why Why. That 
was not the only horse which was barred for misbehaviour 
at the post?—No. Why did not they disqualify other 
horses that were worse than Why Why ? 

978. That has nothing to do with the stewards. 
person who makes the recommendation is the starter, 
Tom Watson ?—Yes. 

979. Have you anything against him?—No. Watson has 
started the same horse since, and nothing has been said. 
The horse has started at Randwick, Warwick Farm, Gos- 
ford, and Canterbury Park, and there has been no com- 
plaint. 

980. Is it not a fact that many horses quieten down a 
lot?—No; a horse is always the same. 

981. You mentioned something about Underhill back- 
ing horses?—I presume he backed horses. 

_ 982. You said that the following week the horse was 
disqualified. Can you give me a particular instance ?—No. 
I was not there to hear what he said. \ 

983. You said that Polybia was disqualified at Victoria 
Park. Mr. Morris had nothing to do with that ?—No. 

984. As a matter of fact, Matthews was really yourself? 
—No. 

985. You used to run your horses under another name? 
—FYour or five years ago. 

986. Was it Davis?’—I trained two or three horses for 


eq, 


He was 


The 
Mr. 


487. Davis was not yourself ?—No. 

85S. When you were disqualified your horses appeared 
wader the name of Davis or Walton?—No. I have leased 
a couple of horses to Walty it. ; 


- not get it. 
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- 989. Your horses appeared in Walton’s name?—No, I 
leased two horses to him. 

990. You have said that men do “ pull” horses, and that 
each time you were disqualified you were innocent ?—Yes, 
every man does at times. But Polybia was trying that 
day. I did not own her. I had six or seven quid on her. 

991. seipa ea horses may train on the A.J.C. track? 
—No. 

992. Horses can train there with a disqualified man?— 
I would not say that. 

993. Did you say that Mr. Farrell was not disqualified ? 
—No. 

994. The horse was not run in Farrell’s name?—No, 
Farrell had an assumed name, which name he asked me to 
put the horse under. I could not think of his assumed 
name. He said, “Do not put him in my name,”’-and I put 
him in C. Dargan’s name. Farrell said that was all right. 
Tie went down to the board and ©. Dargan had nothing 
to do with the horse. 

995. Do you say that if it had been in the assumed name 
of Mr. Farrell the horse would not have been disqualified ? 
—No. 

996. You know that money never went on Kurriong?’— 
I know it did. ee 

997. Do you know that Mr. Farrell is suing Mr. Rodgers 
for that money ?—No. 

998. He made application to get the money?—He did 
Somebody got at him. 

999. Do you think the members of the Board are “ crook ” 
as well as the stewards ?—No, I do not say that, but I say 
that they have to do as they are told by Morris or Under- 
hill, 

1000. Are Mr. Monie, Sir Joynton Smith, or Garrett dic- 
tated to?—I would not say that. Some are dictated to 


’ by Underhill and Morris. 


1001. Did you ever train fifteen horses at the one time? 
—-Yes. 

1002. If they are satisfied with you, would it not be an 
advantage to have you there?—No, because I would not 
tell them ‘when my horses were trying. We want non- 
proprietary courses. At present the pony owners have 
not a one thousand to one chance. 


8 


Charles Edward Stephenson, formerly a pony trainer, and 
now a clerk, sworn, and examined :— 


1003. Chairman.] You’ have been a trainer?—Yes. I 
desire to correct a newspaper statement made before the 
Committee by Mr. Hodges, respecting the pony Queen 
Costello. It was said that Father Campbell was the 
owner of Queen Costello. He was not. Mr. Hodges also 
stated that Father Campbell sent me a wire telling me 
that a race had been arranged specially for the mare. I 
believe that Father Campbell bred Queen Costello and 
gave her to Miss Mullens. When the horse came to Sydney 
T obtained a lease of her through Father Campbell, and I 
told him that she would probably win a race at about half 
a mile. He suggested approaching the secretary of the 
Victoria Park Racecourse with the object of having a race 
put on to suit her. I advised him not to do it. I knew 
Queen Costello was a good mare, and [ said that I did not 
want anyone else treading on our preserves. He went 
away. 


1004. Mr. Mutch.] Was anybody present when he made 
that suggestion ?’—Yes, my wife and a gentleman who was 
living with me were there. 


1005. Was he associated with racing?—Yes, he was 
licensed by the A.R.C. 


1006. What is his name?—Macdougall. 


1007. I understand that Father Campbell suggested ap- 
proaching Mr. Donoghue?’—Yes. There was nothing detri- 
mental in doing that. It was merely a matter of dis- 
tanee. He rang me up later in the day and said he would 
approach Mr. Donoghue. Whether he did or not I do not 


know. I nominated the mare for a race at Victoria Park. 
I thought she would be in the second division and would 
be a pretty good thing. She got into the first division and 
drew a bad position, No. 18, at the post. She should have 
been at 25 to 1, but she was at 3 or 4 to 1. I remarked to 
Russell, the jockey: “ This mare is at a very short price.” 
She ran fifth or sixth in the race, and did her best, and 
from then on I heard rumours, and it seemed that some- 
one had backed her at Victoria Park and burnt his fingers. 
They said I would get disqualified, but I did not take much 
notice of it. I ran Stetson there twice. I also ran Queen 
Costello twice. I got twelve months’ disqualification. 
Numbers of people approached me and said they knew why 
I had been put out. They said it was over Queen Costello. 
I said that I had every reason to believe that someone had 
backed her. More money went on her than I would be able 
to put on her. JI was told that was the reason why I was 
rubbed out. 
My jockey thinks, and so do I, that it was through her that 
I was rubbed out. 


1008. Chairman.] What was the charge against you re- 
garding Stetson?’—That we “pulled” him up. I got 
twelve months’ disqualification on one man’s word, and 
that twelve months has ruined me. I have had to go to 
work. 


1009. Mr. Mutch.] You mean that you have had to go to 
other work?—Yes. If the stewards only recognised what 
they were doing they would not be so ready to give a man 
twelve months’ disqualification when he did not deserve it. 
I wanted to know at the board of appeal whether any one 
was hurt through Stetson running at Victoria Park. I 
found that nobody had been hurt. Mr. Underhill and Mr. 
Donoghue had had no trouble with him, yet they gave me 
twelve months. 


1010. Chairman.] Was that the first time you were up 
before them?’—The second time. Stetson had not had a 
saddle on him for many weeks, and in my opinion it would 
take three months to get him ready to race. I gave him 
only three or four runs. I went and talked to Mr. 
Donoghue. He was very annoyed. He wanted to know 
why I wanted to seratch the horse at Rosebery Park and 
bring him here. He was so annoyed that I thought he 
wanted to fight me. I said, “ Well, I can run my horse 
where I like.” Mr. Donoghue said, “ If you do not appeal I 
will do what I can for you at the end of six months. But 
as the owner of the horse was not there I had no alterna- 
tive but to appeal. They kept me four or six weeks before 
they heard my appeal, which was a grave injustice. Queen 
Costello’s 14.1 certificate expired, and the next time she 
was measured she went 14.34. I believe she could have 
run two more races at 14.1 if the hearing had not been 
delayed. Half of the men who train ponies are afraid to 
speak when a stipendiary steward is about. I do not know 
why Mr. Donoghue should have been so annoyed. Nobody 
belonging to me backed the horse. I told them all it had 
no chance, and I have no idea why they should have rubbed 
me out because of that horse. One man that I know 
will not go on a pony racecourse. 

1011. Mr. Mutch.] Why ?—Because he considers that the 
sport is not clean enough. Ile says that all the rag-tag and 
bob-tail section connected with racing go there. 


1012. Will you read over the passages in Mr. Hodge’s 
evidence referring to yourself and say whether you endorse 
them?—Father Campbell did not wire to me as Mr. 
Hodges said, but there was a conversation between me and 
him. Father Campbell was not the owner of the mare. 


1013. He was interested in the horse?—Yes. I do not 
infer that Father Campbell did anything wrong. A man 
closely connected with Father Campbell backed the horse. 
A bookmaker said that there was a good bit for Queen 
Costello at Victoria Park, and that he had a pretty fair 
idea where the money came from. I concluded that some- 
one who was well informed backed her. He said he was 
going to interview the secretary of the Victoria Park 


racecourse. 
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I remarked that they should have told me.. 
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1014. Will you read the latter portion of the answer to 
question 813 and question and answer 814, as follows :— 

Stetson was nominated for the next week’s racing, and it 
was boasted at the tea table in a house at Marrickville one 
Sunday evening that Stetson and his connections would be 
put out on Wednesday; and they were put out on that day. 

Vho made the boast that the horse would be dealt with? 
—TI tried to get that, but the party concerned did not care 
‘to give the information. 

Who was that person?—That conversation never came 
under my notice. Evidently the party who told Mr. Hodges 
knew all about it. 

1015. Whose house at Marrickville is referred to?—I 
have no idea. Unfortunately for me, things turned out 
as 1 was warned they would. 

1016. On what date were you disqualified in connection 
with Stetson ?—On the 17th April, 1923. 

1017. Did the horse run in any other race between the 
14th February and the 17th April?—Yes, at Victoria 
Park. 

1018. So that Stetson was not sent out for the firs¢ 
time after Queen Costello/—No. He started twice at 
Victoria Park, but ran at Kensington and at Ascot. 

1019. That was the third start at Victoria Park?— 
Yes. 

1020. Mr. Collins.], Have you any fault to find witn 
Mr. Donoghue as a steward?—I do not think he is capable 
He should not be a stipendiary steward. 

1021. Did Mr. Collins ever act while you were there ?— 
Yes. I do not think he is a capable man. I fail to gee 
how he could be. 

1022. What about Mr. Morris?—He is the best one who 
was ever at_the ponies, and Mr. Turner is a first-class 
stipendiary steward. 

1023. Had you any doubt as to the bona fides of any 
of those men?—I think Mr. Morris, Mr. Collins, and 
Mr. Turner are above suspicion. 

1024. As far as their honesty is concerned you make no 
charge against them?—No. 

1025. You have been racing ponies for a good many 
years /—Yes, twenty odd years. 

1026. Is this the first time that you have got into 
trouble ?’—Yes. 

1027. You mentioned a horse who was disqualified, no 
one being hurt by it; do they sometimes get twelve 
months just the same’—Well, I suppose so. 

1028. Were not you warned that if Stetson did what he 
did during his previous run you would be disqualified ’— 
No. 

1029. Were you ever told by the stewards that if Stetson 
did not put up a better performance there would be 
trouble ?—Once. 

1030. Who warned you?—Mr. Donoghue. 

1081. Regarding the putting on of a race for Queen 
Costello, when Father Campbell spoke to you about the 
matter the mare was a 14.1 pony and a maiden?—Yes, I 
think so. 

1032. Are you positive she ran a race before she ran on 
the 14th February, 1923?—I think so. 

1033. Do you remember the day on which she won at 
Menangle’—No. 

1034. If the Victoria Park officials wished to do you a 
good turn they would have put on a 14.1 maiden or a 
14.1 novice to suit Queen Costello ?’—Yes. 

1035. They did not?—No. There was a 14.1 open race. 

1036. As a matter of fact it wags a 14.1 open face over 
43 furlongs ?—Yes. 

1037. They are popular races ?—Yes. 

1038. Would you deny that at Victoria Park this year 
out of twelve meetings eight were for 14.1 horses ?—No. 

1039. You do not suggest that a 14.1 race over 43 fur- 
longs was put on for that particular horse?—No. Tha 
only place where I have heard of it is at Victoria Park. 

1040. As a matter of fact, it was some time before Stetson 
wag disqualified that the incident respecting Queen Oos- 
tello occurred. The horse had run three times at Victoria 
Park (—Yes, it was the third run. 
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1041. Mr. Muich.], Havé you ever discussed with Mr. 
Morti§ of Any steward the prospect of your horse winning 
& face ?—No. 


1042. Thais Mi. Mortis never spoken to you about what 
cHance your horse Had in & face?—No. 


1043: Nor ats othler &téwatd?—No. 


1044. Do yott know whethér the stewards bet?—I do 
not khow wether they bet dn their own tracks; but I do 
know that they bet on tracks where they do not officiate. I 


3 ore 
Mk. O UALLORAN (in rae Crate): 


Mr. MAIN, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. JAQUES, 


-befote the Patliinientary Cott 


ovember, 1923. 
have acct Mr. Dotoshue betting on other tFHcls. Piey 

#otla Hot be stich fools 48 to let Fou ees thei bet Om their 
own tracks. 

1045: Mr. Collins] Tiey ihake no Secrety of the fixes 
that they bet on othet cotitses i-No: I hive spoketi to 
soveral trainets, dnd asked why ihey db Het ebitie Ahad tell 
what they liavé to Say, but they are afeaid that they will 
get twelve inotiflis: THOss OF us whe Have given evidenes 
thitkee tdy #6 Atiotlier 
twelve inctith’ dnless we are give thé Comhniittee’s pro: 
tection. 


Mk. GOLDSTEIN; 
Lr.-Cot. RUTLEDGE; 
Mr. GREIG: 


a as tiaaciiataa ies — 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis; Barrister-at-Law, instructed by Mr. Collins, on behalf of the Associltéd Racing Elubs.) 


John Edwards, director, Kensitigton Recreation Company, 
sworn, and examined :— 

1046. Mr. Curtis.| You desiré tb reply to statemerits re- 
spécting Mr: F. Morris, made by 4 withess before the Com- 
thitteé at the last meeting ?—Yes. 

1047. Is Mr. Morris a relative of yours ?—Yes. 
iny father-in-law. 

1048. He is abaetit in the Old Country, and is not in a 
position to reply to the statements which were made ré- 
-$pectin® hint?—Yes; that is tly reason for coming here. 

1049. What was Mt. Morris in cotiiéttion with the 
A.R.C. ?—A stipendiary steward for twenty years. He re- 
signed about Febrtidty last. 

1050. Is there any truth in the stitement made before 
the Csiiithitiee that Mi. Motris was dt one time a book- 
maker ?—No, he was never a bookmaker. I take exception 
io the charges itlade #eainst Mr. Morris by Richards, who 
has been warned off our course. He is tot a repitable 
man. 

#051. Has He been disqualified ?—Yes, several times. 

1052. Is hé disqudlified now?—He is a defauliet; and is 
not allowed on the course. ‘ 

1053. What does that rhéan ?—He has not met his Habili- 
ties to bookmakers. I believe the statements respecting 
Mr. Morris made beforé thé Committee by Richards to be 


He is 


ee? es 


untriie. JT 4m stire about the bookmaking portion of them. 
The statements which have gone out to the people are 
ban a 


54. Mr. Cirtis.] I Have been authorised to say; on be- 
fini of the Victoria Park Racing Club, respecting the 
allesation that stewards betted on the courses on which 
they operated, that if the witnesses who said so will 
Appoint a tribunal, the stewards are willing to forfeit £500 
if it can ke pr oved that they have done 80. 

1055: Mr. Oda. Is it thé practice for Sstivendiary 
stewards to bet on other courses?—No, I do not think they 
do—to my knowledec. They would not be allowed to. I 
réfer to th® poriy cotirses. 

1056. It is not the usual practice ?—No. 

1057. Have the stewards, to your knowledge, been in- 
terested in a partnership with others?—No, I do not think 
that would be possible. 

1058. Not with a firm of bookmakers?—No. 

1059. If they did, would that disqudlify them P= Tes. 

1060. Mr. Curtis.] You Said Mr. Morris was a steward 
for twenty yeats. understand that tntil récently each 
club Had its own Stewitd?—Not altogether each elib. A 
steward wotild act for three eliibs. 

1601. There Wis HO aPFAneciHEeNnt bY Which all the Clubs 
liad the sare set of Stewards 2—No. 

1069. If 4 Seward of the Vietotia Park Club wetit on 


another course he would Bé i thé Position of & Hehbes of 
the public ?—Yes. 


1063. You know that the clubs are associated, and that” 
the sare stewards act for all the courses?—Yes; at the 
ptesent time. 


1064. That Has been going oti for sdme titte?—Yes: 


1065. Chdirman.] Do yoti say {Hat the stewards would 
fist be allowed to bet on any pony cottsé?—Not if he were 
acting there. 


1068. it has beeti Said that ‘the fagt thikee ope rate for all 


1067, a Cann] Are you a director of the icensington ; 
Club ?—Yes. 


1068. Mr. Goldstein. ] Did Richards at any time com sian 
to the racecourse management of the treatment metet out 
to him, or of the. conduct which he said 3 orris had been 
guilty of +As far as I can see, Richards as been a 
menace to the game for as long as I have known him. 


1069. Did he act with Morris ?—N6, not to my krlow- 
ledge: 


10694: Mr. Curtis.] Did you ktiow atiother Morris who 
Kas nothing to do with Mr. Morris; who has been mentioned 
by Fou ?—Yes: 

1070. Mr. Goldsteit.]-Waa Me. Richards dealt with by 


the Kerisingtoi Park stewards ?—Yes, he Has been disqtali- 
fied on several occasions. 


1071. Is he disqualified now ?—No, he i8 a défaulter; be- 
cause he Has not met his liabilities with the biokinakers. 


1072. For how lone was R ichards diggiialified 1 Respest- 
ing Richards, I have the following statement :— 


M. Richards.—Victoria Park, Sth April; 1916.—Wanéa 
off all, courses. for, assaulting A. Lewis: ape lodged, 
heard 18th April, 1916. Reduced to a fine o 

Rosébery, 7th July, 1929—*R. B. Habit ” wher ; 
M. Richards, Puen and F, Porton, pockey, ( distitalified 
for twelve onth Appeal lodged and Heard 5th Atigust, 
1920, Appeal flismiseed. fee estreated; and placed to the 
credit of the Distressed Jockeys’ Fund. 

Kembla Grange, 1st May, 1922.—Brown horse Kujsiong, 
owner; C. Datein; trainer, M. Richaitds’, and FP onton, 
jockey, disqualified for twelté months. Appeal aed 25th 
April, 1922 ; appeal. dismissed, fee estredted; and placed to 
the credit of the Distressed Jockeys’ Fund, 

Regarding disqualification at Rosebery, 4 deptitation 

waited on thé Colonial TreaStirer durihe Septeniber, us 
After the deptitation, Mr. Lang interested himself, arid a&&ked 
if the embargo resting on Bi Fe R. B: Hammond”, (ie 
McHugh, a publican, before refefred to, by Richards) 
rethoved. Mr Lane's request was acceded 6: and the ‘a 
also reinoved the embargo from Richards ana Pontsn, t6 take 
effect as from Tth Jhiiuary; 1921, 
_ New .Sotith Wales. Trottiig Club, 
Richards disqualified for two years, | 

20th September, 1925. —M. Richaris warned off all ARG 
courses AS a defaulter in bets. 

M. Richards.—License as a trainer cancelled for A88aittihe 
the jockey. 


25th July, 1910.—M 


1073. Mr. J aques.] Ts that statement compiled from facts 
within your own knowledge‘—I'rom the official records. 
The information was handed to me by the secretary. 

1074. Mr. Cann.] Is it the eystom of the directors to 
insure jockeys under the Workmen’s Compensation Act?— 
I could not say, for the moment. 

i075. I suppose there is ng unwillingness to give the 
Committee information ? 1— No, we are ready to give you 
all the information we can. We have nothing to conceal. 

1076. Has it ever been refused ¢—No, not to my know- 
ledge. 

1077. Mr. Goldstein.| Where is Mr. Morris at present ¢ q—- 
In England. He left here on the 3 3rd July, and i ig expected 
back on the 29th January. 


Fred Dargin, independent, Artarmon, sworn, and 
examined :— 

1078. Chairman.}| The Committee would like you to 
make a general statement in respect to this subject ?— 
Yes. I am well aware that stewards bet. I was formerly 
a bookmaker, and retired about five years ago. It was not 
worth my while keeping going. At that time there were 
three bookmakers fielding at the pones, each of whom 
was worth about £40,000, but to-day 1 suppose they could 
not write their names to a cheque for £500. For the past 
five years I have been punting at the ponies. I haye won- 
derful eyesight, and I have done well. 1 have been follow- 
ing a certain class of gentlemen at the ponies. I could 
see that they got some inside information, and nine times 
out of ten it was the best information. I have practically 
got a living during the past five years through punting at 
the pony races. 

1079. Mr. Main.] Were-you a bookmaker five years ago? 
—¥es. I retired about that time. During the last three 
and a half years I think the management of pony racing 
has slipped away very badly. Mr. Morris, a stipendiary 
steward, showed himself to be very inconsistent. Mr. Don- 
nelly came to me one day at Rosebery Park and asked me 
if I had any money on me. [ said that I had not, but that 
I would get him what he wanted, which was £140 to put 
on Quickstep. It was at 5 to 2, but drifted to 5 to 1. 
I saw Mr. Morris walking around. I put £180 on it, and 
£40 for myself. ‘After the race Morris called Donelly and 
me in, and you would have thought Donnelly was a dog, 
the way he spoke to him. He gave Penny, the boy, life. 
He took his license away from him, which practically 
meant life. 

1080, Did Mr. Morris do that on his own initiative?— 
Well Mr. Skuthorpe never spoke up. I think that Mr. 
Morris thad given a decision not on what he had seen, 
but how he felt. One of the wrost decisions he ever gave 
was that against me. I had Paddy Duggan fielding for 
me. I bought £16 worth of tickets, and, being not too 
well, I let him field for me. A boy about 19 years of age 
went up and took 15s. to 19s. on King Ibex. He imme- 
diately took 6 to 4 King Thex. After the race was run 
a lady came up and presented the ticket, and said she 
gave her boy £4 to put on Ethel Cadman at 4 to 1. The 
ticket should have shown £20. J was standing on the box 
behing Duggan, and I said, “ No, the boy took the bet.” 

T said, “Did not you give him 10s. to put on? He changed 
his mind and put £4 on King Ihex instead of 10s.” The 
ease went before Mr. Morris. It is printed clearly on the 
ticket that if the wording is not clear a decision may be 
given against the bookmaker. Mr. Morris told me to go 
outside and see if I could square the business up. I told 
the lady IT would give her the face value of the ticket, 
which was ‘£10, but a would not take it. Morris eame out 
and said, “ You must pay the lot—£20.” King Thex was 
clearly written on the ticket, and T had to pay the £20. 
T never saw a worse decision than that in my life. In my 
opinion no man should be appointed to the position of 
stipendiary steward unless he has a world-wide experience, 
Tf a man is clever enough to hold the position of stipen- 
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diary steward he should have some funds behind him suf- 
ficient to enable him to do without the salary. Mr. Collins, 
who is a stipendiary steward on the pony course, I have 
seen punting on that course. If he is not satisfied with his 
salary: he ought to resign his position. I worked in a 
betting shop at the age of 12, and had a license when I was 
17. I was two years on the tail of Mr. Jim Kinsley— 
a man who would be hard to beat at the business. He was 
one of the cleverest men on the racecourses. I spent two 
years in his company in the Neweastle district. I went to 
Frank Hill one day and informed him that I intended to 
apply for the position of stipendiary steward at the ponies, 
and he said that he would do everything he could for me 
because, as he said, “ I know you well.” But he said, “You 
give your papers to me.” I went down on the Thursday 
at 12 o’clock, and he said to me, “ You put those in your 
pocket.” While I was going home in the train, I heard 
the position had been given to ‘Mr. Collins. I went and 
congratulated him. I can honestly say that no man who 
ever put in for the position of stipendiary steward had 
better references than I had. Mr. Richards has said that 
pony racing is run under the control of three persons, and 
I back up his statement. I believe that a lot of leniency 
is shown in some way or other. They have friends amongst 
themselves. It is hard for a stipendiary steward to dis- 
quality a friend. We all know that horses are pulled up. 
The stipendiary stewards disqualified Military Boy, which 
was a most inconsistent action, as the horse had just come 
in from the paddock. Any horse will run on when he has 
been pulled up early in the race. One gentleman at the 
Ponies; Mr. Turner, is highly qualified, a is trying to 
do his best, but he has made two sad mistakes—one being 
at Rosebery Park, when he rubbed out Awaken. I was 
informed at Ascot there was not a trier behind that horse. 
There was only one horse who tried in the race. 

1081. Mr. Goldstein.] Did the others run “ stiff” ?—Yes. 
Three and a half years ago pony racing was as right as a 
top, but Mr. Morris got a little above himself, and when 
he commenced to lose his temper he made serious mistakes. 

1052. Can you instance any of them?—Yes. Quickstep 
was one case. Mr. Morris should treat people differently 
from what he has. He has no right to treat men like 
eriminals when they come before him. When they are in 
the wrong he should tell them that they are at fault, but 
he should not jump down their throats. 

1083. Chairman.| Have any of the stewards been re- 
ported to the head body of the racing clubs?—Mr. Morris 
is an honourable man, but there should be an appeal board. 
On one occasion Tye had a mare in a race at Rosebery 
Park. Everyone was tipping it. He wanted to win the 
race. He met a man at Chatswood who promised to back 
the mare. Tye had a boy named Wright, and said he would 
give him a chance to make a name for himself. He put 
him up, and she blew from 4 to 1 in price. Mr. Morris 
came in and ordered Wright to be taken off, and Coon 

substituted. I do not see why Mr. Morris should have 
power to take Wright off and substitute Coon in such a 
case. 

1084. What justification was there for it?—The inference 
was that he could not ride. 

1085. Mr. Goldstein. How did the horse get on ?—It ran 
second. A fortnight afterwards he backed it for a good 
win. He put Wright on another horse, and it again blew 
out. It won by 4 or 5 lengths. It could not win with Coon 
on it. 

1086. Mr. Curtis. | That was another horse?—Yes. In my 
opinion a trainer is justified in using his own discretion 
when he has a boy riding for him, to take the risk of put- 
ting the boy on in order to get a little better odds, because 
all trainers’ funds are limited. Except for about ten 
trainers at the ponies, they are practically all broke. Any 
man holding the position of stipendiary steward ought to 
be satisfied with his salary. I have seen Mr. Collins take 
£40 to £10 at Victori ja Park off Vanderburg rh. 

1087. Mr. Curtis.| He does not officiate there ?@—It waz. 
taken at Victoria Park pony races. 
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1088. Mr. Goldstein.| Have you known him to bet on a 
course were he has been acting as a steward?’—No, I do noi 
think he would have time to do it, unless he got someone 
else to do it for him. 

1089. Chairman.] He was not a steward at Victoria 
Park ?—Not on that occasion. 

1090. Lt.-Colonel Rutledge.| As a punter you claim to 
have made a good living ?/—Yes. 

1091. Do you attribute that to the fact that you know 
more about horse-racing than other people, or that yo 
get better information’—I get no information at all. 1 

would not listen to my own brother’s information. 

1092. You work purely on your own judgment ?—Yes. 

1093. Do you go around and watch the horses, and see 
how they are doing ?—Yes. 

1094. You make a good living at punting ?—Yes, I gave 
£2,000 to one institution, including a cottage, and a cottage 
valued at £929 to another. JI did that out of punting. I 
have never lost at Victoria Park in my life. 

1095. You claim that you have to use your head?—Yes. 

1096. Do you think that racing as a whole is honest, or 
is it dishonest?—It cannot be honest, because there are 
too many ‘broken men there. If you cannot get a man the 
night before the race to back your horse that is the end of 
your business. 

1097. Would you say that very few horses win unless 
they are absolutely meant to win—are horses kept for 
weeks ?—They are kept for five years. 

1098. Is that a common practice?—lIt is a fact. 

1099. Are the majority of horses “on the ice” ’—Well, 
I saw Amber Ale “kept on the ice” for nearly two years. 
I went and told Mr. Morris. JI said that Amber Ale was 
a certainty, and it won. 

1100. In a field of twelve or fifteen runners, how many 
would be “ on the ice” 2—Lots of pony owners like to catch 
a good field in order to give a horse a run. I saw eighteen 
runners one day at Rosebery Park, and there was only 
one “ goer.” 

1101. What proportion of the horses run honestly ?— 
About four to eighteen starters. I could put my hand on 
four or five men who have been a menace to the game in 
the last few years. 

1102. Do you think if every horse was a trier you could 
still make a good living at the game?—Yes. 

1108. Is it not an undesirable state of affairs?—It is a 
deplorable state of affairs. There was one man, George 
Snow, who, when he won a race, became so excited that he 
had to be locked in a padded room. He won a race at 
Kensington, and was given a third of the prize money, as 
there were three divisions in the race. He was in financial 
difficulties. There are some who have not won a race for 
the last five years, and are still getting credit. 

1104. How would you suggest conditions can be bettered ? 
—I do not approve of 4-mile races. They bring an un- 
desirable class into the game. No more trainers should be 
licensed, and business men should not be given trainers’ 
licenses. A trainer should be a qualified man running at 
least three ponies. He should preferably have been a fore- 
man in a stable. 

1105. Would it not reduce the number of horses racing ? 
—Lots of trainers have ponies which they will not keep 
out to make room for good ponies. The secretary should 
be empowered to refuse nomination of such horses. 

1106. Do you think there should be an independent 
appeal board?’—Yes. The members should hold honorary 
positions. One-third of the board should be representative 
of the bookmakers. The majority of bookmakers, after 
serving for twenty years, should be broadminded. 

1107. Is it, in your opinion, desirable that the Govern- 
ment should contro] racing?—No. I would not like to see 
that, because once the Government tampers with the 
business it will do it a lot of harm. 

1108. Mr. Goldstein.] During the course of the inquiry, 
it has been stated that the conduct of certain officials has 
not been as clean as it should have been. I understand 


that certain owners have been called before the stewards 
who, in your judgment, have been harshly dealt with?— 
Yes. 

1109. You also mentioned that in one race four horses 
out of eighteen were triers, while the remainder ran 
“ stiff’ ’—Yes. 

1110. Do not you think the stewards are justified in 
closely watching the race, and, if necessary, dealing with 
some owners and trainers whose horses are not triers ?— 
Yes. 

1111. If the stewards did not do that, would they be 
doing their duty to the general public; could not their 
action be taken as evidence that they are desirous of keep- 
ing the game clean?—Yes. The stewards have a lot on 
hand. They ought to know whether a horse is practically 
ready. The stewards are not improving the game by rub- 
bing people out. 

1112. Can you cite any case of the stewards not having 
acted bona fide?—Yes, there are certain men who are 
allowed to bring horses there just to give them a run. 

1118. Do you impute improper motives against the 


stewards ;—do you know of any case of a man having been 


unjustly dealt with by the stewards because they were 
interested in the race, and a horse lost?#~-No, I do not 
know of any such case. 

1114. Respecting the allegations made against Mr. 
Morris: I understand that, in your opinion, he is an 
honourable man who, to your knowledge, has done nothing 
to justify a charge against him of corruption ?—Yes.- 

1115. Did you ever come in conflict with the stewards 
as a bookmaker ?—Yes. 

1116. Were you dealt with ?—Yes. 

1117. Did you appeal?—I had an opportunity to appeal, 
but I did not. 

1118. Is there difficulty in having the appeal dealt 
with fairly’—No. I always got fair treatment there. 

1119. Have others had a fair deal?—I could not say, but 
“ have often heard bookmakers say that they have not a 
one thousand to one chance when they go before the 
atewards. 

1120. Do you think that the punter does at times want 
protecting ?—Yes, but the case I have referred to regarding 
the betting business was a bad one. It was a bad decision. 

1121. Might not the object have been to protect the 
public?—Yes. But had I brought the matter before the 
appeal board I am sure my appeal would have been upheld. 

1122. Why did you not;—you accused Mr. Morris of 
having acted harshly, yet you admit that you did not take 
the opportunity of appealing?—That is so, but you will 
find that 99 bookmakers out of a 100 would do the same 
thing. 

1123. Since you have become a punter, have you found it 
necessary to act in collusion with pony owners?—No, I 
would not listen to them. 

1124. Do you know of any collusion between punters and 
pony owners?’—Yes. A man came up and gave me £200 
to put on a horse. Needless to say he thought that I would 
put another £200 with it, and he pulled the horse. I told 
Mr. Ted Rudd not to back the horse, as I was well aware 
that the horse had no chance. 

1125. It has been stated that the stewards do not do their 
duty. Did you ever inform a steward that horses were 
being pulled up?—No. I always keep away from every- 
body. They would not listen to me. 

1126. You applied for the position of stipendiary steward, 
and you were advised to submit certain papers ?—Yes. 

1127. Subsequently you were advised not to present 
them?—No. I was told to present my papers. I presented 
them to one of the clerks, but I did not get the position. 

1128. You do not suggest that Mr. Collins was appointed 
with any ulterior motive ?—No. 

1129. You said that he had betted, but I take it that you 
do not know whether he has betted on a course where hr 
has acted as a stipendiary steward ?—No. 
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1130. Would pony racing be better controlled if it were 
non-proprietary ?—I do not think so. The gentlemen hold- 
ing official positions there now have a wide experience. 

1131. The discipline associated with non-proprietary 
racing is fairly severe; do you think there is a looseness 
in connection with proprietary racing ¢—No. 

1132. Do you admit that the supervision is good ?—Yes. 

1133. Mr. Main.| If the bookmakers were represented on 
the appeal board, as you suggest, would they not be in the 
majority ?—There are honourable bookmakers. 

1134. Is it not understood that members of the appeal 
board, if interested, do not act on appeal?—I could not 
say. 

1135. I understand that it is so in connection with the 
A.J.C.?—I could not say. 

1136. When you were a bookmaker, did you ever hear of 
trainers or owners making bets that were not bona fide— 
that is to say, that they were placed on the books to be 
recorded in ease the owner was called up before the 
stewards ?—Yes, that happens practically every day, ‘but no 
steward is clever enough to eatch them. 

1137. Mr. Jaques.| What percentage of jockeys are 
“ crook ” 2—They all have to get their living there. 

1138. The man who “ pulls ” a horse must be “ crook ” ?— 
No, not necessarily. You might buy a pair of socks for 
one shilling, and sell them for 1s. 6d. Is that “ crook”? 

1139. Is not a man “crook” who deliberately “pulls” a 
horse and thereby roks people who have backed the horse? 
—He is honourable in one light; in another light I sup- 
pose he is not. 

1140. Would you say that the owner of a horse who had 
a horse “ pulled” up was “crook”?—I suppose some of 
the most honourable men in the business “pull” their 
horses up. 

1141. Is a man who gives instructions to “ pull” a horse 
an honourable man, or is he a thief?—If nobody has been 
robbed, he is not a thief. 

1142. The general public may have backed that horse, 
which has ‘been “ pulled” up?—Well, he is robbing some- 
body. 


1143. You consider that sometimes in such cases, a man 


is a thief, and at other times he is not ?—Well, yes, because 
he knows that a certain party has got in front of him, and 
he pulls the horse up. 

1144. You consider that is the right thing to do?—There 
must be leniency in all cases. 

1145. If you were a steward and you knew that some 
punter had got in on you, and the owner “pulled” up, 
would you not interfere ’—I would stop him before he went 
ot. Afterwards I would fight it on its merits. 

1146. If someone had got in on you, supposing you were 
a steward, you would not punish him?—I would see about 
it. Why do so many trainers put such bad riding boys on 
their ponies. They put boys on who cannot ride. That 
shows there must be something wrong amongst the jockeys. 

1147. Is there a ring amongst the jockeys ?—Oceasionally. 

1148. Mr. Cann.] Do you think it would be possible to 
have racing without bookmakers?—No. If you take the 
bookmakers away, racing will go too. 

1149. Then racing is run for them—the breeding of 
horses has nothing to do with it?—-A man cannot afford 
to breed high-class horses and not race and bet. It costs 
anything up to £1,000 to buy and keep a decent racehorse 
for twelve months. You can only do it with the bookmakers. 

1150. Do you consider that it is a legitimate thing to 
“ stiffen ” a horse to get your money back ?—No. 

1151. Do you say that “stiffening” horses should he 
treated leniently at times?—No. But if you rub the 
“ stiff” ones out, you would rub practically the whole lot 
out. 

1152. You would allow owners to get their money back 
by “ stiffening ” horses ?—No. 

1153. They are necessary in the game?—They have to 
be there. 

1154. Mr. Greig.] How long have you been a punter ?— 
Five and a half years. 
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1155. You are a keen observer of form ?—Yes. 

1156. Have you given much consideration to the control 
and adminitsration of pony racing ?—Yes. 

1157. Have you contrasted A.J.C. with A.R.C. racing ?— 
Some pretty warm things take place at Randwick at timeg, 
but I think A.J.C. racing is cleaner, because there are 
more monied men connected with it who back their horses. 

1158. What do you say as to econtrol?—The suburban 
meetings may be practically on a par with the ponies 
occasionally. 

1159. Is A.J.C. racing on a higher plane than A.R.C. 
racing ?—Certainly it is. I think it is cleaner. 

1160. Why should pony racing be maintained on a 
proprietary basis¢—It would be difficult to change it. 

1161. Who are guilty of the alleged irregularities on the 
racecourse; 1s it the owners and trainers?—I think it is 
caused by the inconsistency of the stewards. We all know 
that it is a business proposition. 

1162. Have the irregularities which you have noticed 
been known to the stewards?—They may not have 
noticed them. They may not have had the necessary experi- 
ence to notice them. 

1163. Have the stewards known of irregularities and 
taken no action?—I cannot say that they have seen them, 
and they may have shut their eyes to them. 

1164. Do you know of any case of the stewards having 
acted in collusion, which should be exposed’—Yes, on one 
or two occasions in connection with the judgment of races, 
I saw a horse run third and get placed first. 

1165. Lt.-Col. Rutledge.] Was that deliberate?—I could 
not say. I have not caught a judge betting. 

1166. Mr. Greig.|] Is not the judge the only man on the 
course who can determine that a horse has won?—No. 
There are other men in the grandstand who can do so. 

1167. Do you say that the judge deliberately placed the 
third horse first ?—Well, if he did, he must have backed it. 

1168. Was there an appeal against that decision ?—The 
judge’s decision is final. 

1169. How do you suggest the appeal board should be 
constituted ?—It should have at least three bookmakers 
on it. 

1170. How could an appeal board be constituted to give 
better results than it does now?—lI¢t could consist of nine 
members, having at least three bookmakers or three re- 
tired trainers, if you can get suitable men, and for the 
others select whom you like. 

1171. Is not the bookmaker a partisan, and would it be 
right:that he should sit on the appeal board ?—I think so. 

1172. Have you noticed any falling off in the attendance 
of the public at the pony races?—Yes, lately. I have 
heard people say they will not go on to the course again. 
Mr. Leo Levy said he would not go on the course again. 
There has been a great falling-off on Saturdays, and on 
week-days the attendance varies a little. The ponies used 
to draw enormous crowds. 

1173. To what do you assign that falling off?’—Well, 
several men were given licenses to rob you. 

1174. The inference is that the public keep away because 
they think the control is not what it should be?—Yes. 

1175. What do you think of the prize-money?—It is 
very tempting. J compliment the A.R.C. on the prize- 
money, and I say it should not be any greater. There are 
too many ponies there. 

1176. Yet you believe the prize-money is sufficient ?— 


Yes. 

1177. You were up before the stewards when you were 
bookmaking. What treatment did you receive ?—Mr. 
Morris was inconsistent. That was all. 

1178. I understand that you have no complaint to make 
about the conduct of the stewards on the present appeal 
board ?—No. 

1179. Would you have on the appeal board a Govern- 
ment appointee?—No, it would be a bad thing. It is 
better for the Government to keep out. 
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1180. Mr. Maqin.] Supposing a punter got in before the 
owner and obtained the market; supposing the horse was 
backed at 5 to 2, and i in the opinion of the stew ards a fair 
price was 5 to 1; that during the course of the race the 
owner Paced fo, take that price, and stopped the horse, 
should the stewards disqualify (—]f he is 9 good judge 
the steward should act on the merits of the case. 

1181. Mr. Curtis.] Mr. Morris is an honourabl le man {— 
Yes. 

1182. Did you ever disagree on more than ong o¢casion 
with his judgment ?—Yes, for harshly treating Penny. 

1183. You referred to a betting ticket with £10 on it, 
which a lady claimed should have been £20. That might 
have been an honest mistake on the part of Mr. Morris !— 
No. 

1184. As you made a bet with a person under 21, you 
could not blame the steward?—That is no reason = ‘the 
decision should have been given against me. 

1185. Apart from the betting transaction was there any 
trouble you had with Mr. Morris’—No. 

1186. You could have appealed, but you did not #—Yes. 

1187. You know that when Mr. Morris was retiring, the 
owners, trainers, and bookmakers joined in a deputation 
to ask him to stay on?—Yes. ma 

1188. There could be no more fitting tribute to the man 
whose reputation was attacked here the other day ‘Could 
they take any other action? 

1189. It looked as if they were satisfied with him? — 
Yes. 

1190. You do not suggest that a steward has bet on a 
course on which he was a steward ?—No. 

1191. You know that some stewards operated on all 
courses ?—Yes. 

1192. That has been rectified !—Yes. 

1193. You said that there is a difference between “ pul- 
ling” a horse and finding out that somebody has got in 
ahead of you, and that you are not. t getting a proper price. 
Do you think you say to the 
boy: “Do the best you can, Ms a ‘not get into any 
trouble.” 

1194. Would that not be a hint to the boy to keep at the 
back ?—Yes. 

1195. Do you think that is the right thing to do?— 
Ninety-nine out of one hundred do it. 

1196. Is it the right thing to do?—No. 

1197. Would you do it?—Yes, I would haye to do it if 
I was an honest man. 

1198. Do you think a steward ought to act on the same 
principle? Should a steward take the same view ?—Yes. 


ce 


1199. And you say you ought to be a steward?—Yes. A 
steward should act on the merits of the case. 

1290. Should he take the same view as you have taken? 
—Yesg. 

1201. You referred to the disqualification of Military 
Boy as a glaring case. Do you know that an appeal is 
pending ‘{—I do not know. 

1202. Do you know that Mr. D’Armon attended the 
appeal board and said he had been swindled by his own 
boy 2—I do not know. 

1203. If that is a fact would you say the stewards were 
wrong’—I would not have taken a one thousand to one 
chance. 

1204. Do you say the horse 
boy may have “ pulled” it 

1205. As a steward, would not you condemn that?— 
There was no occasion to run him up, because the horse 
had nnt a one thousand to one chance of winning. - 

1206. Supposing the public backed the horse, not know- 
ing that it was going to be “pulled” in the early part of 
the race?—The public would net know. 

1207. But there is money on the tote. Is not the 
smallest investor entitled to as much consideration as the 
big punter ?—~Yes. 


1208. Then the public did back it?—Yes. 


was not “dead ”?—The 
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1209. Tow can a man 43 straight if he says, “I will not 
dq anything, because he woyld pgt win in any case” 
Because the horse gets rubbed out whether he is trying 
or whether he is “ dead.” 

1210. I think you said that the stewards should form 
a é cee before the race as to what price a horse should 


ten ae; th 1@ stewards think that a koy hag been “ gpt 
at, » is 


public, to take the | boy olf /—No. 
1212. Should not the stewards interfere then?—No, be- 


fore they go to tht post, 

1213. Where is the harm in taking off the boy in sueh 
a case, and putting on another boy? If a steward thinks 
a horse is “ 
—Ilt would insult the owner. 

1214. Your idea is that they should simply talk to them 
before the race/—Yes, after using their own judgment. 

1215. How could a steward tell the form of a horse apart 
from the betting —They should he able, if they haye good 
eyesight, 

1216. A steward would have to wait to see how the 
horse runs¢—He could warn the boy. 
the reason for his ‘horse blowing out. 
explanation from the trainer, and ask 
had backed the horse. 

1217. Is not the backing of horses a matter for the con- 
sideration of the stewards ?—No. 

1218. Nevyer?—I can quote cases. 

1219. Yes. But you admit that it is the practice to 
enter bets where they are not really genuine? —Yes. 


He sould eet an 


1220. Is it not one of the things that should be con- ~ 


ae when a horse is backed ?~Yes. 
921. What does the A.J.C. do for their racing that the 


A. i C. does not do#—There are more moneyed men con-— 


nected wth the A.J.C. 

1222. What does the A.J.C. do for the protection of the 
public which the A.B.C. does not dot#—-I think there 
ar more detectives on the A.R.O. course. 

1223. Anything else?—No. 

1294. Was Penny’s license cancelled for incompetent 
riding (Yes. 


1225. Do you disapprove of that?—The stewards gave 


him his license. 


1226. Is it not a proper thing to cancel a license when 


they find out that the jockey cannot ride#—I should not 
think go. 

1227. Chairman.] You referred to some trainer haying 
gone mad because he only got about £70 prize money ?— 
Yes, that was four or five years ago. He considered it 
was not enough. It was because the prize mony had to 
be diyided into three divisions. 

1228. There have been as many as five divisions ?— 
Yes, 

1229. Is not the prize money offered by the A.J.O. an 
incentive to better racing, and does it not tend to prevent 
malpractices’—No. They must have betting. 

1280. Take the Derby. Would you require to have a 
bet to run a horse straight in that?—Well, it is an honoz 
to win that-race. 
for. 

1231. 
makes for cleaner sport #—No, certainly not. 
good prizes, but you cannot get any triers. 


Are you of the opinion that big prize money 
Ascot gives 


Gerald Joseph Barry, solicitor, Sydney, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1222. Chairmay.] I understand you wish to make a 
statement?Yes. The other night I read newspaper 
reports of the proceedings of this Committee in which 
were certain statements made by a witness respecting Mr. 
Frank Morris. I conceived it to be my duty, as a friend 
of Mr. Morris for thirty-nine years, and a3 his: confidential 
adviser for thirty-four years, to come hera at ad contradict 
those statements made by a man named Richards. There 


not the best thing to do, in the interest of the 


crook,” is it not more satisfactory to do that! — 


Hie could ask him _ 


It is not the prize money that they go 


————  ———— 
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is Hot & stiitilly Of truth it the stataiiénts to the éffcct 
that Mr. Borris had been 4 Bookindker, nor is thete a 
particle of truth in ary of the other opprobrious epithets 
eppliet, t8 Hitt by Richatds. I have acted ds solicitut for 
the AFLG. ap to a Shoet tiie heo; did have hdd frequent 
opportunities almost daily to conver8é with Mr. Morris on 
variots matters: {f Have Beth cotitiéetedl with raciiig for 
sixty odd years, and have beth fifty-three years eontected 
with thé lesal profession; ahd f cali safely sky that T Ktiow 
of nd ttiof8 Hots rable, conuscientiotis; straightforwatd; and 
huniaié tiaft thati ftatk Mortis, I have known, in 
ihany cases where He had doubt, fot Mf. Mortis to give 
the mattér sevetal days’ ebusidésRtiol bufoke artiving at 
a conclusion. Regarding Richards, I was approached by 
Me. John Hart; a Horse-breeder, to see if anything could be 
dohe ih respect of the ptiiiishment meted out to hith by Mr. 


Moths. T have tadde it a practice in life to help attyone 
WHo Was dow; and; if poss sible, to Bive him another 
chance. I place} the mattet petoke Mt. Mortis, and he 


eoisulied with sis colleaeues. T saw hin agdin, aid he 


told Hié that He had not finally decided what he would 
do. Brenttally he said, “I cannot do it; hig récord is a 
bid olie, aiid IT do not think I wotld be alas my duty to 
the public if I wete to give him abnaidetation after all the 
ehanees he hits Had.” I have travelled over the world 
atid have been eotiheeted with horses. have hot scen 
ACH: Kee raciiig excelled anywhere. the A:R.O. are a kitid 
and htiniane body. 


1233. Mr. Cann.] Has it come to your notice whether 
the stipendiary stewards bet on their own courses?— 
apy 

934. Has it come to your knowledgé that the stipen- 
es stewards Have been interested in a firm of botk- 
makers?—Never. There is no dotbt about it: 

1235. Have atiy of the presetit stewards been bok- 
makers ?—I ecatindt answer that; but I would say as far as 
I know they have not. J think if it were kndwn to the 
Committee they had been bookmakers they would have 
made full inquiries before appointing theih. 


TUESDAY, 


97 NOVEMBER, 1923. 


Present: — 
Mik. OIEALLORAN (tn tHE CHarr). 


Mk. iM AIN, 
Ly.-Con. RUTLEDGE, 
Mk. MUTCL, 


i 


| 


Ma. GHORGE CANN, 
Mr, JAQUES, 
Ma, GREIG, 


Mr. GOLDSTEIN 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, Barrister at-Law, instructed by Mf. Collis, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


Alfred Morton, horsé-ownet and bookmaker, Mascot, 

sworh, atid &xAitined :— 

1336. Chairman. | You wish to mike a gtaterient to the 
Committee ?—Yes, I warit to idke a complaint respecting 
the way E have been treated by the Victoria Park stewards. 
r bought a Brey mare named Misty Morn at a good price. 
She was a 141 pony. I ran ler in a race at Ascot, and 
put a good bit of sites on her. She played up at the 
post, got badly away, and was beaten by a head. I néver 
had better than 6 to 4; atid had to take even mioney about 
some of it. I was tot prepared to lay odds on, 80 I 
spelled. her for six months. Then she had grown aii inch 
to 142. I entered her for a maidéh face at Victoria 
Park. -Ske had snly cone it oh 9th May, and the tace 
Was stipposed to be rin oh 3ist May, but becatise of wet 
weather it wé8 postponed until the following Monday. 
She had beéh ih only three weeks after havitiz beeh out 
for six and a half months. 1f told the boy I was only 
startiiie the mare to acquaint her with the barrier, so that 
when she wis ready to statt she would not play up. She 
Was never better thin fotirtli in the racé, and the Winner 
won by abit 4 lengths; 2 or 3 lengths between second 
and thitd; my horse finishing fourth. The stewards had 
mé up and disqualified tie for twelve months. I appealed 
asainst the decision; and the hearirig was fixed for a day 
when f cotild not attelid, 48 there wig a bereavement in 
niy fithily. It was posthoied.. Ms sotitence was tedticed 
to three fionths, 4nd the boy’s to six months. E say I 
was absolutely nitrdered. I did not deserve one minute’s 
disqualification as I was fot guilty. I have owned horses 
for twenty years, and have had twenty and thirty in the 
stable at a time. I have never received one penny from 
atiybody for training them. The Toney liag come ott of 
my own pocket. T was on one occasion before Mr. Mortis 
fifteen years a&o. IT have raced on an average two horses 
at evéty mécting for twenty years. I was once before the 
stewards at Victoria Park twelve nionths avo, but have 
been exonerated. I have here documents shieiith that 


the mite was out for the tite I stated: I have my cheque 
book butts, and a receipt for feed atid entre of ihare, 
£29 168. Tt shows that the horse was teturned Home on 
9th May. . 

1237. Did you place that evidétice before the appeal 
board ?’—Yes. 

1238. Lt.-Colonel Rutledge.| What was the distance of 
the race?—I think it was 4 furlongs. | 

1239. Do you allege that the stewards were biased—that 
they had a grudge against you?—Yes, I think Mr. 
Donohue had. _ 

1240. Why ?—Becausé he said at Rosebery Park that he 
wanted to get even with me. 

1941, How?— ‘They had me up on a horse. named Skip 
Along at Victoria Park, on which I had put £25. It beat 
a horse named Polaris at Rosebery Park. They Stitetdd a 
protest against my horse winning immediately the race was 
over. The boy was fined a tenner for a frivolous protest 
and immediately afterwards Mr. Donohue came over and 
edid Ke would get even with mé, ; 

1249. What is Hé?—He is thé father of the steward. 
They took the opportunity of rubbing me out. 

1243. Did you mention that to the appeal board?—No, 
beeause I was aSked on the morning of the hearing to con- 
duct myself as a gentleman. They said everythine would 
be all right, and asked nie to bear no malice. I said I 


would not. I simply gave them the bare facts. I was 
not guilty in any shape or form. 2s 
1244. Who were the stewards?—Mr. Donohue and Mr. 


Skuthorpe. 

1245. Was one the son of the man you_had an argument 
with at Rosebery Park?—Yes. Some little time before 
I was at the Richmond Racecourse. I put a few pounds 
on Howard Lass. She jumped out, beat the barrier, and 
led all the way. The boy who rode the second horse put 
in a protest, and the stewards took the race away from 
Toward Lass for interference. 
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1246. Mr. Jaques.] Is that an A.R.C. course?—Yes. 


Skuthorpe was a steward at that particular meeting. The’ 


decision was given and the second horse got the race, and 
there was a bit of a fight there. Consequently, two men 
were warned off. They appealed against the sentence, and 
asked me to give evidence. I told the appeal board what 
had transpired, and said it was a disgraceful decision. I 
think that had something to do with my disqualification 
at Victoria Park. 


1247. Lt.-Colonel Rutledge.] Are you still carrying on 
as a bookmaker?—Yes. At A.R.C. meetings. My posi- 
tion was restored to me at Ascot, Rosebery, and Kensing- 
ton. I was told that when my time was up I could have 
the position I had previously occupied, but at Victoria 
Park they put me back where I would not get a bet in a 
year. They have robbed me of my livelihood there, and 
I have to pay a license fee of £20 a quarter—£80 a year. 


1248. Mr. Goldstein.] Is it advisable that a bookmaker 
should be permitted to run horses. Do not you think the 
temptation is likely to be great?—I always stand down 
when a horse of mine is in a race. 

1249. Mr. Jaques.| Do you suggest that Mr. Donohue— 
the steward—because his father backed a loser did some- 
thing which was dishonest or crooked, and that he is not 
fit to be a steward?—No, I do not say that. You can 
form your own conclusion from what I said. 

1250. You said that he did a “ crooked” act at Victoria 
Park?—Yes. JI should not have got a minute’s disquali- 
fication. 

1251. What charge did 
“Crooked ” running. 

1252. The jockey got more than you did?—My disquali- 
fication was reduced to three months and the jockey’s to 
six months. We both got twelve months in the first race. 

1253. Mr. Main.] Are bookmakers’ stands ballotted for 
on the different A.R.C. courses?—No. I am one of the 
oldest bookmakers betting there. I have hardly missed a 
day for twenty years. 

1254. Mr. Mutch.] Who allots the bookmakers positions 
on the A.R.C. courses?—I think the secretary does. 

1255. When you are allotted a position, do you always 
retain it?—Yes. 

1256. Is it never changed?—One bookmaker may drop 
out and the next in priority takes his position, if it is a 
better one. 

1257. Have you heard it suggested that the good posi- 
tions are secured by favour ?—No. 


they lay against you?— 


1258. You have said that you stand down when you 
have a horse in the race that is in the betting. Ts it the 
general practice for bookmakers to do that?—I do not 
know that it is. I do it myself. Very few bookmakers 
own horses. If the horse is an outsider, and not in the 
betting, I do business. I would stand down if the horse 
was in the market. 


1259. Have the stewards ever had a bet with you?--No. 


1260. Does disqualification interfere with your right to 
bet ?—Yes, I cannot go on the course or on the training 
track. 


1261. You say that Mr. Donohue, senior, said he would 
get even with you in connection with Polaris. Did any- 
one beside yourself hear him say that?—There was an 
crowd around, but I could not say who was there. 


1262. Do you think the prize money given by the A.R.C 
is sufficient ’—I think in some cases it could be better. It 
is being reduced for the races, and money will be added 
to make one big prize. 


1263. When you went before the appeal board were 
you allowed to have someone to appear for you?—I 
appeared for myself. I think you must appear alone, but 
I cannot say definitely. I have no fault to find with 
the appeal board. I think they are fair-minded men. 


1264. Mr. Collins.}| You make no complaint against the 
fairness of the chairman of the appeal board —I have 
asked him two or three times to reinstate me. 


1265. They took nine months off your disqualification, 
which left you three months?—Yes. If they took off 
nine, why should they leave three? 

1266. Do you suggest that because Mr. Donohue backed 
a loser he got his son to vent his spite on you?—Put it 
that way if you like. 

1267. Do you make any accusation against Mr. 
Skuthorpe?—I said I gave evidence before the appeal 
board on behalf of two men who were rubbed out. 

1268. Do you make any accusation against Mr. Sku- 
thorpe that he disqualified Howard Lass because you 
backed her?—No, others backed her besides myself. Mr. 
Skuthorpe did not know I had backed her until after- 
wards. 

1269. Do you remember a race at Randwick about 
four years ago, when the bookmakers offered 12 to 1 
about a horse, and there was a protest?—I do remember 
something about it. There was interference in the race 
In my case there was no interference. 

1270. Is the racecourse at Richmond controlled by the — 
A.R.C.’—It is under A.R.C. rules. 

1271. It has nothing to do with the A.R.O.?—It is under 
their rules. 

1272. It is endorsed by the A.J.C., but you could not 
say it is under A.J.C. rules?—If a horse is rubbed out 
at Richmond it is rubbed out everywhere else. 

1273. Mr. Mutch.] In the event of a horse being rubbed 
out at Richmond at a race moeting under A.R.C. rules, 
who would hear the appeal, if any’—The same board as 
would hear it at Kensington or at Rosebery. 

1274. Mr. Cann.] Who are the stewards at Richmond? 
—I think Mr. Franks and Mr. Skuthorpe. 

1275. Would an appeal at Richmond go before the 
A.R.C.?’—Yes. 


Joseph A. Wright, wholesale florist, Newtown, sworn and 
examined :— 


1276. Chairman.] I understand that you represent some 
league in connection with racing?—Yes, the league for 
the abolition of proprietary racing clubs throughout New 
South Wales. The resolution passed at a meeting we 
held has been forwarded to the Government, and T haye 
had a letter from ‘Sir George Fuller in reply, stating 
that the matter will be brought before the Committee. 
A.R.C. racing has been carried on by clever crooks. Take 
the Driving Park. Until I started I assumed it was run by 
horrible men, but I discovered that if I wanted to be 
successful I would have to let the “crooks” know my 
business. Some little while ago we started to form our 
first association in Australia. At that time we were 
paying £1 nomination for prizes ranging from £26 to £45 
a day. I thought it fair to communicate with the secre- 
tary of the association respecting this matter, and I 
received in reply an insulting letter, with the result 
that a strike took place, which lasted four or five weeks. 
The committee received me and said, “Take our advice, 
let the matter drop, and go on racing.” I replied, “ No, 
I have a duty to perform.” Most of the boys are broke. 

1277. Lt.-Colonel Rutledge.]. How long ago is this ?— 
Twenty years, but the same system of control is operat- 
ing to-day. After a time I decided to give up racing at 
Kensington. I went there one day, and paid 10s. to go 
into the paddock. The secretary came to me and said 
“TIT am instructed by the committee to tell you that you 
are not allowed in the paddock.” I asked what was the 
reason. They kept me out for three months, and in the 
meantime I discovered that the Kensington Racing Club 
was illegaliy in possession of the course. I told them 
I would go out and break the gate down and let the publie 
take the responsibility. A member of Parliament promin- 
ent in the sporting world had a bill passed through the 
Tlouse. The three readings were taken in one hour. I 
presume to say that £6,000 was expended by the club in 
the passage of that bill through the House. 

1278. Mr. Goldstein.]| Who was the member ?—I would 
not like to say. The gentleman is dead. 


1279. Mr. Mutch.], Tell us; who was he?—W. P. Crick. 
T was told, “If you promise not to interfere with the duties 
of the officials I will allow you to go back to racing.” I said, 
“] have always conducted myself as a gentleman, and have 
never been fined one shilling. As a citizen [I claim the 
right to go in if I pay the fees.” I had nine horses, and 
decided to go back. Mr. Gearin came to me and said he 
had been drinking with these men while I had been sleeping 
in bed. He advised me to sell my string. Otherwise, if 
the first horse that I started in a race did not win I would 
go out for life. 

1280. Mr. Greig.] Do you refer to Mr. Gearin, senior ?—~: 


Yes. I sold them. I knew Mr. Morris before he came 
to Sydney. A mare named Beauty started at Ken- 
sington: 


1281. Mr. Goldstewn.]. How long ago was this?—It may 
be twenty years ago. 

1282. Mr. Mutch.] Cannot you give us something more 
modern ’—TI trained the mare, and she was not worth 
two bob. A man put £3 on her, the only money he had in 
the world, and Mr. Morris had him up for pulling her. I 
could give you the names of several people who knew these 
things. eiead Hh aS 

1283. Mr. Goldstein.| Unless you are prepared to give 
the Committee the names of these men, and quite specifi: 
instances, I think it would be better for you to leave them 
alone ?—I will give the names privately to the Chairman. 

1284. Mr. Cann.] How long has proprietary racing been 
going on under the A.R.C.¢—I think Kensington was the 
first club to start. Under the jurisdiction of some of the 
stewards you have no possible chance of winning. A 
friend of mine had a horse racing at Vietoria Park about 
twelve years ago. 

1285. Mr. Mutch.] Try and tell us of something that 
happened within the last two or three years?—She was a 
maiden, and my friend approached me and said, “ You have 
been running this mare ‘ crook’ long enough.” 

1286. That is hearsay?—My friend came to me and 


said. 

1287. Mr. Curtis.] I submit that the Lane state- 
ments are not fair unless he gives names. 

1288. Witness.] I heard this myself. I heard tr Sku- 
thorpe say to the boy: “ What chance have you got.” 

1289. Mr. Mutch.] What boy?—I will give his name to 
the chairman afterwards. 

1290. Is he riding at present?—No. He is a champion 
horseman. He ran second. The boy went into the en- 
closure at Victoria Park. Mr. Skuthorpe was standing 
there, and I was leaning over the fence, and I heard him 
say to the boy, “ You are going to enter a protest.” He 
replied, “ Yes.” The protest was upheld and the second 
horse got it. 

1291. Mr. Curtis.] Can you tell us the name of the 
horse?—It was Lady—something. 

1292. Chairman.] Give us the dates ?—I have not got the 
dates, but it was ten or twelve years ago. ‘There was 
another mare racing with various A.R.C. clubs. 

1293. Mr. Curtis.] What was her name?—Lyttleton. 

1294. That does not sound like the name of a mare?— 
That was her name. Mr. Morris informed Lyttleton’s 
trainer that the boy had been pulling her, and had heen 
putting his money on her. He said, “If you change the 
boy I will put £200 on her.” 

1295. Was it said to you?—No, not to me. 

1296. Then I do not think that evidence should be 
allowed ?—I will give the chairman the name of the man 
who said it afterwards. I am prepared to debate in public 
that proprietary race clubs are a curse to Australia. They 
create an inefficiency in our youth. 

1297. Mr. Mutch.] When was the association which you 
represent formed?—The league was formed on the 6th 
September, 1923, and we passed a resolution against pro- 
prietary racing, | heal ve 
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1298. Mr. Curtis.] Where was the meeting held at which 
the resolution was passed?—Meetings were held in Park- 
street and in the Domain. I should be wanting in my duty 
to the public if I did not urge that racing should be run 
by men with clean characters. Take two of the biggest 
A.R.C. courses in Australia and two leading men con- 
nected with them. They were disqualified for life. Are 
they the right men to have in control of proprietary 
racing? I refer to Mr. Michael Gearin and Sir Joynton 
Smith. 

1299. Do you say they were disqualified for life ?—Sir 
Joynton Smith was in New Zealand. 

1800. I submit that the Committee will not allow a 
witness to come here and make assertions respecting cer- 
tain things that he says took place twenty or thirty years 
ago. 

301, Witness.] The public know it. It is not new. 

1302. Mr. Curtis.] I ask the protection of the Com- 
mittee in order to prevent the witness getting something 
into the press simply on something that he has heard. 

1303. Witness.] I bought a horse for Mr. Gearin 

1304. Mr. Mutch.] Who is he?—One of the biggest share- 
holders in Rosebery Park. 

1305. Chairman.] I presume you are giving expressions 
of something that you have heard?’—The world knows 
what I have said about Sir Joynton Smith. It is public 
property. 

1306. The Committee does not want to hear about per- 
sonalities respecting the shareholders. We do not want 
that sort of evidence. If you can prove that the A.R.C. 
has done anything deleteriovs to racing we will hear you! 
—A horse named “ Riot” was disqualified for’ life for 
falling over a hurdle—— 

1307. Do you think those in control of the racing are 
honest ?—I do not think there is an honest racing man 
alive. If I had got my just dues when I was racing horses 
I would have been rubbed out forty times. I perceived 
it necessary to stand in with the crooks and tell them what 
I was doing. 

1308. Mr. Goldstein.] You make it impossible for the 
Committee to believe your evidence in view of the char- 
acter you have given yourself ?—I am telling you of what 
has taken place. 

1309. Mr. Cann.] Was the resolution condemning pro- 
prietary racing carried at a public mecting?’—Yes, when 
between 2,000 and 3,000 people attended. 

1310. Mr. Curtis.| Two thousand were in the Domain 
for pleasure, and the remainder were at your meeting /— 
There were a great number there. 

311. Mr. Greig.] How long is it since you were asso- 
ciated with racing as an owner and trainer ?—I was inter- 
ested in them up to about twelve months ago. I have not 
owned horses for many years. No man in Australia was 
known better in the racing game than [ was. 

1312. Were you disqualified ?—No. 

1313. You were actively. associated with the A.R.C. as 
a registered trainer many years ago ?’—Yes. 

1314. Mr. Curtis.] Sir Joynton Smith’s name has been 
mentioned by the witness. Sir Joynton Smith is a mem- 
ber of the A.J.C., and that is sufficient proof that his 
statements are not correct. 


James Robert Cook, trainer, Mascot, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1315. Chairman.] What evidence do you wish to give? ¢_ 
Evidence touching on the appeal board. I have come to 
the conclusion that a man has as much chance of getting 
justice before the appeal board in the way it is conducted 
as he has of having the city railway given him. [ had a 
mare named Skiddoo. She won three out of four starts, 
and carried 10 stone at Kensington. I thought she was a 
certainty. I put £25 on her. After 2 furlongs had been 
passed my mare fell. A horse named Goldie fell over her. 
My mare was crippled and the boy walked about uncon- 
scious, ic Hae 
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1316. Mr. Curtis.] This happened fifteen years ago?— 
But the racing is under the same jurisdiction. An inquiry 
was held in camera. I was sent for by the stewards. I saw 
my son, who rode my mare, fighting to get to the ‘scales 
with only his breeches and boots on. The stipendiary 
stewards asked me if I had backed the mare, and [ said 
that I would produce the men who backed her for me. 
‘they took my son’s evidence in the state he was in. Mz. 
Skuthorpe said, “ That will do—you go outside for a while.” 
He then came down and asked, “Have you heard the ver- 
dict; you, the boy, and the horse have got six months for 
suspicious practices.” J had won three out of four starts. 
All the money I had was on the mare. I appealed, and the 
appeal lasted two days. The board was satisfied that the 
mare had tried, and that I had backed her legitimately, but 
they said, ‘‘ Yow will have to do your time just the same.’ 
When I asked why, I was told, “ For making two different 
statements—one when you were had up, and one at the 
appeal board.” JI said that that was very unjust treatment. 
I said further, “I suppose the horse and boy will have 
their time off,” and was told “ No.” You have no possible 
chance of getting fair treatment with the way the appeal 
board is conducted. 

_ 13817. Mr. Mutch.] Who was chairman on that occasion 3 
—I think Mr. (afterwards Sir) Joynton Smith. 

1318. Do you know any other members of the board who 
heard the appeal ?—No. 

1319. Lt.-Col. Rutledge.] How long ago was this ?—Fif- 
teen years. The public knows nothing about these things. 
if the press were admitted to the appeal board hearings the 
public would know what takes place there. 

1320. Mr. Mutch.| Can you relate any recent experience 
with the stewards ?—No. 


1321. Are you still training horses?—Yes, with the 
A.R.O. I have been approached by several trainers and 


owners who have asked me to state their case before the 
Committee, and to tell of the discontent existing amongst 
them. At Kensington last week there was a horse named 
Wominna. She was entered at the last Ascot meeting. 
Tt was penalised 1 1b. for winhing a tace. It ran third, 
aid a sporting paper commerited on the distance. I am 
endeavouring to prove that a certain class of pony owners 
and trainers receive unjust treatment from the handi- 
capper. It looked as if Skelton, who ran horses during 
the strike, was favoured. Every man is not treated alike. 
If I go up 1 lb. for witining a race, other horses should 
go up 1 1b., but some horses go up 7 Ib. and 8 Ib. Chris. 
O’Rourke got six months for running a novice horse in the 
Flying Handicap. JI know that horse is a nervous animal. 
T have seen him bolt with the boy for 100 yards. A man 
may run a horse in a flying handicap just to educate him. 


1322. Mr. Mutch.] That is to say he is out of his class? . 


—Yes. They gave O’Rourke, the boy, and the horse six 
months. We have a benevolent fund in connection with 
our association, and an advertisement appeared in the 
papers that the A.R.C. was starting a similar fund. It 
was said that they had stunk £1,000 in it, and they added 
6d. to the nomination fee to go into the fund. Our asso- 
ciation has had a couple of bad cases of distress. We 
understood that the payment of 6d. into the fund was the 
best way of getting relief. We sent the cases down to the 


A.R.C., who informed them that the fund is not yet ready 


to pay out, notwithstanding we are paying into it. 

1323, Lt.-Colonel Rutledge]. ‘Can you name those two 
cases who were refused?—I do not say they were refused. 
They have taken £200 off the prize money. Up to the end 
of this year £3,200 will be taken from the prize money. 
Next there there are to be seventy-two mectings. £200 
a meeting means £14,400. That at £2,200 means £17,600. 
That is actually £4,000 of added money. It means that 
the A.R.C. is robbing the pony-owners and trainets of 
£1,600 for the next twelve months. It eosts you £3 17s. 6d. 
to run a horse. It used to cost only £2 17s. 6d. You have 
nothing left. No first prize should be less than £100. 
After you have bought a bag of peanuts to take home for 
the missus you have nothing left. 


1324. Mr, Goldstein.] Since you 7 were dealt with by the 
A.R.C. twelve months ago, you have not been dealt with? 
—No. 

1325. Skelton, you suggest, received fayoured treatment? 
—Yes. 

1326. Why was that?—Well, a horse might go up 1 Ib. 
and another horse will go up 6 or 7 lb. after winning a 
race, The only reason I can give is that he took no part 
in the strike, 

1327. Chairman.] Is it only since the strike that Mr. 
Skelton has received preferential treatment ?—Yes. 
, 1828. Mr, Goldstein] Was there 4 continuous com- 
plaint that certain individuals got favourable treatment 
from the clubs?—You will always find some who are dis- 
contented. 


1329. Mr. Greig.] What was said by the chairman of 


the appeal board when you were there ?-—The chairman 
was not there when I went back. There was sotne other 
gentleman there. FE am not sure whether Sir Joynton 
Smith was chairman. 

830. Do you know of any case where the appeal board 
have acted unfairly @—No. 

1331. You believe it would be a good thing if the press 
were admitted there?—Yes. 

_ 1832. Are you in favour of the present constitution of 
the appeal board?’—Yes. 

1333. Mr. Main.] If a horse is not a trier, although 
it may not be able to win a race, should not the stewards 
take action?—I contend that if you enter a horse for a 
race, to protect the public, that horse should have a 
chance. It may do its best. Without the public, the 
game would not last at all. 


1334. That is so, but during your evidence you men- 


tioned some horse that could never have won a race 
Would it have been possible for the horse to have run 
dishonestly at the same time?—No. 

way of educating a horse in a race. 


1335. You can run a horse out of its class honestly; ; 
if it is run dishonestly: ’—That is your funeral, All 
horses in low divisions are there because they cannot 
win a race. 

1336. Mr. Curtis.] You have stated that the prize money 
has been reduced—that you were getting £1,200 under the 
old system for seventy-two meetings a year?—Yes. 


1387. That is £86,400 in prize money. The A.R.C. is 
taking £200 a meeting. If you take away four meetings 
you leave sixty-eight meetings at £1,000, which means 
£68,000. They are going to give four big meetings. The 
position is that they will provide £88,000 as against 
£66,000. The A:R.C: will give £1,600 extra a year in 
prize money ?—I do not know where the £3,000 has gone 
to. 


Ermest Thompson, stable lad, and formerly a jockey, 
sworn, and examined :— 


1338. Chairman] I understand that you were once a 
jockey?—Yes. What has been said about my pulling 
Bruell is not true. I was put on Bruell in Melbourne. 
If I did what it has been said I did, why was I put on 
T never heard about what has been said until 
IT saw it in the paper. I do not remember Veronica beat- 
ing me when I was on Bruell. Mr. Morris has never 
been my friend. Mr. “Skinny” Moss always advised me 
atid told the to do the best. He never let me “ pull” 
liorse tip. That mian always had it in his head that I 
pulled the horse for Mr. Moss, but I never did. Mr. Morris 
asked me to “pull” a horse for him. He has been my 
bitterest enemy. If I had had a clearance, I could have 
won the Melbourne Cup on Posinatus, but he would not 
give mé a clearance. They gave me life; after a hurdle 
race at Victoria Park, when I was on a trier. I refused 
to ride a horse in the hurdle race. Mr. Morris gaid, “If 
you do not ride the horse I will take away your license.” 


again. 


There is no other | se 
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He forced me to ride it. I ram second, and he took away 
my license. I have not ridden at the ponies from that 
day to this. I went to the war, and they will not give 
me my license. I drink, but I often keep sober for nine 
months to try to get my license. I get a pension, but 


my health is not too good. 


1339. Mr. Greig.] Regarding the alleged defeat of Brue! 
by Veronica, did Mr. Richards take you to task, and use 
bad language to you?—No, he never mentioned it to me. 
T rode for him in Melbourne. There was a mob standing 
outside a hotel. He called a number of them in for a 
drink. As soon as I got in he said, referring to me, 
“Not a drink for you, not even with your tongue hanging 
out.” I do not want to say anything about his character. 


1340. Do you say that Mr. Moss has always advised you 
in the right way!—Yes. When I rode for him I was a 
little gentleman, and had a lot of money, but the man 
I was apprenticed to kept my money. I had £400, and 
never got any of it. My indenture was cancelled, and I 
was sent to Melbourne. From the money I made some- 
one else benefited. 


1341. You have stated that Mr. Morris was not sym- 
pathetically disposed towards you; consequently he would 
not approach you to do anything illegal?’—No. 


1342. Mr. Greig.] Do you deny the alleged conversation 
between you and Mr. Richards in a hotel at Kensington? 
—Yes. The argument we had was in Melbourne. It was 
about Bruell. I think he had £100 to put on the horse. 
He did not speak about it until after the race, but he 
said “Pull this up.” J said, “No.” ‘He was going to 
kill me if I won. I won on it. They nearly put me in 
the trough for winning. That is what he is sore about. 


1343. Mr. Curtis.] You know that Mr. Underhill, the 
secretary, has nothing to do with the stewards’ inquiries? 
—I do not know. Mr. Morris rubbed me out for telling 
lies about another boy. He gave me six months. I was 
trying to shield the boy, who had been drunk and had 
played up. I did cvery day of it. I was only rubbed 
out four times at the ponies, and in the hurdle race, and 
I never wanted to ride in that race. Mr. Underhill sent 
me a clearance on the King’s Coronation. Mr. Barry 
will say that I was a gentleman at one time. Only for the 
war I would still be going strong. I got among a lot of 
wild soldiers over there. 


James John Donohoe, overseer, Victoria Park racecourse, 
sworn, and examined :— 

1344. Mr. Curtis.] Have you anything to do with the 
racing committee ?—No. 

1345. Is your position there any different from that 
of a member of the public?—No. 

1346. You practically started Victoria Park?—I made 
the racecourse. 

1347. It has been stated here to-day that Sir Joynton 
Smith was present at some inquiry by the club, and, that 
he dealt harshly with the appellant. Was Sir Joynton 
Smith chairman at that inquiry ?—No. 

1348. Who was?—Mr. Pateson, who is dead. 

1349. It has also been stated that you said you would 
use your influence with your son to get sqtiate with this 
man?—Mr. Morton had some trouble with the Victoria 
Park stewards, not on the occasion when he was dis- 
qualified, but on a previous occasion. While the inquiry 
was on I met Mr. Morton. He and I have never been 
good friends, although I look on him as a good man. I 
have nothing against him. He came to me and showed 
me the unfortunate position he was in. I never spoke to 
my son about it. I spoke to Mr. Skuthorpe, and told 
him what My. Morton had said. I thought they were 
doing him an injustice. Mr. Morton led me to believe 
that the horse had not a million to one chance, and that the 
stewards had made a blunder. The result was that the 
stewards let him off. On the following Wednesday the 
horse went to Rosebery Park. I think Mr. Morton gave 
Mr. Donnellon a commission to back it. His horse did not 
get a place in the race at Victoria Park. It was backed 
down to first favourite at Rosebery and won. After the 
race I went to Mr. Morton, and said a great deal that was 
not complimentary, but the matter finished there. I was 
never a policeman in my life, and I would not go to the 
stewards with the object of trying to do a man an injury. 
Alfred Morton, horseowner and bookmaker, reealled, and 

further examined :— 

1850. Chairman.] Do you wish to add to your evidence? 
—Mr. Donohoe has remarked that my horse was booked 
down as first favourite. I had £100 on my horse. ‘Mr. 
Cowell put the money on. I had the horse walking about 
all day, because it was very sore. I got about 44 to 1 for 
my money. My horse was quoted in the papers at either 
5 or 6 to 1. 


THURSDAY, 29 NO VEMBER, 1923. 
Dresent:— 


Mr. O'HALLORAN (iy tae Cram). 


Lirut. Cotonen RUTLEDGE, 
Mr. JAQUES, 


Mr GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. MAIN, 


Mr. MUTCH. 


(Mr. W. J. Curtis, Barrister-at-Law, instructed by Mr. Collins, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs ) 


Oscar Garnet Pearse, formerly a jockey, residing at 
Victoria-street, Darlinghurst, sworn, and examined :— 


1351. Chairman.]| What have you to tell the Committee ?— 
I want to tell the Committee how I have suffered at the 
hands of the A.R.C. Some time ago I rode a mare named 
Purple Straw. Before the race Bob Beckett asked me 
if I would “pull” the horse up. I said that I would not. 
He afterwards said, “ You did me a bad turn on the mare 
the other day. It would have been to your advantage to 
haye pulled her up.” I replied, “That is no good to 
me, Bob.” I had the mount on Comet, and got off to ride 
Purple Straw. Bob Beckett said, “ They will get square 
on you.” On another day I rode a mare named Silver 
Rose. Beckett said that Frank Hili wanted me to “stop” 
it. I replied, “ You go back and tell him to stop it him- 
self. I will not do it.” I rode Silver Rose, and she was 
beaten», When I got off the mare a man said, “ A nice race 
you rode.” Mr, Hill said they were not satisfied with the 


way I rode the mare. They had me in the room. Mr. Hill 
was a stipendiary steward. I knew I was “ gone” as sogn 
as I went in the room. I had Mrs. McCartney, who keeps 
an hotel, and my father on it. The horse was backed all 
right, but they ‘rubbed me out. They gave me “ stewards’ 
pleasure.” I asked Beckett what he did on it, and he 
replied, “£40, and Hill also did £40.” J had a few quid 
at the time, and I did my block. Then I got word from 
a certain party, who said, “I think the mare was 
‘loaded.’ ” One man said he would certify that she was 
“loaded.” I put in an appeal, although I was advised 
not to appeal. Later they sent for me to ride at Victoria 
Park, as there was a jockey strike on at the time, and 
IT was doing “ stewards’ pleasure.” I went down to ride 
at Victoria Park. Bob Baillie, who owned David, was 
there. Mr. Underhill was there too. Mr. Morris said, 
“ You cannot ride,’ and I had to get out. I did my block, 
and said a few things to Mr. Morris that I should not 
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have said, and they put me off the course. During the 
night I met Jack Bridges, who “kidded” me to throw 
a bag of flour over the stewards, for which I was fined 
six quid at the Police Court. But a jockey named Norris 
got life twice after I did, yet he was allowed to ride within 
twelve months. I asked, “ How does this joker get his 
license, yet I cannot get mine.” He said he had the 
stewards under the “lap,” and that I had not. I got a 
petition signed by members of Parliament, and thought 
I was certain to get my license, but the authorities said, 
“We do not want members of Parliament to interfere. 
We know how to run the A.R.C.” Afterwards the war 
broke out, and they said, “If you go to the war we will 
give you your ticket when you return.” I went, lke a 
goat, and stayed there for three and a half years. They 
afterwards gave me a license to train, but I went broke. 
Sir Joynton Smith treated me well, and asked me why 
I did not go away where I could do better. JI said I 
would go to Java. They gave me £25 to go away. But 
they said, ‘ You are a fool to go to Java; get your living 
here.” I did not go to Java. The wife took bad, and the 
old man was ‘ crook” with stone dust in the chest. I 
went to see Colonel Farr, Commissioner for Repatriation, 
and I have letters from Mr. Hughes and others. I got 
certificates from people to say that 1 was a good horseman 
and a respectable person. 

1352. What are some of the names to the petition ?—- 
Chippendale, Robertson, Bonfree, Edgerton, Billington, 
Bridges, McCurley, Williams, Sadlow, Whitmead, McMil- 
lan, O’Laughlan, McIntyre, Moloney, Brown, Kavanagh, 
and Scott. They said I was a capable and competent 
horseman, and a fit and proper person to hold a jockey’s 
license. I told Colonel Farr that I had enlisted as a 
jockey, and that he would have to repatriate me. I said 
further, “If you do not you will have to keep me until the 
next war starts.” IJ afterwards went down and got my 
permit, and at the end of six months, no reason whatever 
being given, my license or permit was cancelled. I got a 
letter, signed ‘by Mr. Underhill, as follows :— 

I beg to inform you that your permit to ride at meetings 

of the above clubs has been cancelled. 
That was all. I have been down a dozen times since then 
to try and get it, and they will not give it to me. I once 
rode a horse at Victoria Park, and weighed out with 8 lb. 
or 10 lb. of lead in the bag. Although I weighed out with 
it, and won, I weighed in with none. I said nothing. I 
thought it better not to. 

1353. How long ago was this?—1910, and the horse was 
Gipsy Jack. JI remember once that at Kensington there 
was a horse belonging to a Mr. Chaffe. I saw a chap take 
his coat off and pull a shiny metal thing out of his pocket. 
I saw him go over to the horse, and shove it into his 
neck. It was a sort of syringe. But in putting it away 
he dropped a bottle of stuff, which I managed to pick up. 
Here it is. I saw that chap a little later talking to Mr. 
Underhill, but I do not say that Mr. Underhill knew 
what he had been doing. This chap walked up to the 
stall, and I followed him. The horse went out on the 
course and was beaten. Afterwards at Kensington I saw 
a short man, and I asked, “ Who is that little bloke over 
there.” I was told that it was Mauldy Collins. I said, 
“ Blime, I saw him urging a bloke to back a horse.” He 
then said, “ Why did you not put a quid on it.” 

1354. Mr. Curtis.] Do you say he was a steward there on 
that day ?--They told me he was. 

1355. Let us have the date exactly ?—He was a steward 
at the time I am talking about. I know what I am say- 
ing, and I think I have as good a nut as the next man. 
Some of the things done are as hot as the “ Black Hand” 
in Melbourne. They say they keep the boys in the room 
to stop them working their heads with the public. My 
opinion is that it is done so that the mob who run the 


racing can have an open go themselves. The other 
fellows have “ squibbed ” it, 


1356. Lt.-Colonel Rutledge.] Are you a regular atten- 
dant at the races?—No, not since I lost my ticket. I 
cannot afford te go. 

1357. Mr. Jaques.] I understood you to say that when 
your jockey’s permit was withdrawn they gave you no 
reason /—Yes. 

1358. You have not been up before the stewards?—No, 
not since I came back from the war. 

1359. They just wrote you a letter stating that your 
permit had been cancelled ?—Yes. 

1360. Was it a license?—No, a permit to allow me to 
run horses. 

1361. Mr. Main.]. In what way can the mob—to use 
your own term—run the show when the jockeys are shut 
up ?—If the jockeys knew there was anything doing they 
could get around with the punters, and I suppose the 
public would not get such a good price. 

1362. Chairman.] Were you alone or was anyone with 
you when you saw the doping incident which you have 
mentioned?—I was by myself. 

1363. You said that you saw a chap give an injection 
to the horse, and also that he spoke to Mr. Underhill. 
Were you alone then?—Yes. I did not think then that 
this Committee would be appointed. I do not say that 
Mr. Underhill knew anything about it. 

1364. It has been alleged that the stewards bet; have 
you any knowledge of that?—He would be a very poor 
class of steward if he was silly enough to bet openly on 
a course on which he officiated, but there is no doubt 
that they do bet. 

4365. There was recent trouble between the owners, 
trainers, and the A.R.C., which reached a deadlock. Did 
you receive any communication respecting that ?—No. 
But I know they wanted all the boys they could get. 

1366. You would have had a license to-day if you had 
ridden at that time?—They found out that I was too 
thick with the owners and trainers. They knew I was not 
“fair dinkum,” and they knocked be back. 

1367. Mr. Curtis.] Before you went to the war you had 
been disqualified for life?—No—for “stewards’ pleasure.” 

1368. That means that unless they alter their decision 
you are out for “ life” ?—Yes. 

1369. Were there not a long series of complaints and 
cautions against you over a number of years back to 1907? 
—What were they. 

1370. Interference in 1907, intemperance, and police re- 
ports. You were refused alicense?—No. As tothe police 
court incident, it was a charge of knocking a horse’s tooth 
out by punching it in the mouth. ’ 

1371. You were cautioned for making allegations against 
a jockey ?—Yes, the day he tried to put me over the fence. 

1372. You were suspended for misconduct in the jockey’s 
room at Victoria Park?—That was at the time of the 
strike. 

1373. On the complaint of the Manly police, you had to 
deposit £20 to be of good behaviour?—Has that anything 
to do with racing. 

1874. At Ascot there was more trouble with you over 
interference. The stewards cautioned you about that 
again ?—Yes. 

1375. You went to the war ?—That whitewashed all that. 

1376. ‘What is there that you complain of; how have 
you been ill-treated by the stewards?—Because of not 
being able to get a living in the place of which I am a 
native. ; 

1377. If a man is intemperate 
intemperate on the racecourse. 


@—I have never been 


1378. What is there in the whole of your experience to 
point to mismanagement in connection with A.R.C, rac- 
ing, as far as you are concerned ?—I was never had up for 
“ deadening ” a horse in my life. I won on one. Tf have 
only ridden two “dead-uns” in my life. They were out 
to get me. 


1379. On the two occasions when you ran “ dead,” did 
you win in spite of yourself ?—No, I had a fair go. 

1380. Mr. Mutch.] You came home on them ?—Yes. 

1381. Mr, Curtis.] Were you out to ride them “dead” ¢ 
—No. The other horse was “ Lord Elgin,” and he never 
had a million to one chance. 

1382. Chairman.] Your instructions were to “stop ™ 
him ’—Yes. 

1383. Mr. Curtis.] Do you suggest that since you came 
back the A.R.C. has not treated you fairly ?—Yes. 

1384. After the war you applied to be re-registered, and 
eventually you got it?—Eighteen months afterwards. 

1885. You told us that you were voted £25’—To go tuo 
Java. 

1386. To go to Melbourne?—I could have gone there 
had I liked. 

1387. Did you not tell the stewards that if you could 
get £25 you could get a license in Melbourne ?—Yes. 

13874. You spent the £25 ?—I did. 

1388. Subsequently the Repatriation Department made 
certain representations, with the result that you were 
granted registration as a jockey ?—Yes. 

1389. The committee of the clubs meet regularly and 
consider how many rides a jockey has had?—Yes. 

1890. If they consider that a jockey has not got a suff- 
cient number of mounts they would consider that a reason 
for de-registering him ?—Yes. 

1391. For the quarter previously, you had only eight 
mounts¢—Yes, and some jockeys had only two mounts. 
Eight mounts in that time was quite sufficient for a man 
who had suffered as I had through the war. 

1392. You do not suggest there was any animus against 
you’—Yes, I do. I went to Brisbane and there I was 
knocked back. Miles Connell has not ridden eight times 
in the last six months. 

1393. You referred to the boycott; you did apply for 
re-registration?—Yes. I was told to go down and see 
them. : 

1394. They were hard up for riders. Notwithstanding 
they were short of jockeys, and you offered, they would 
not re-register you?—They took a bloke out of gaol and 
gave him a license. 

1395. Mr. Mutch.] Who was that?—Billy Manning. 

1396. Mr. Curtis.] Do you not know that Mr. Collins has 
been a steward there for not more than ten months?—I 
say the has. 

1397. Chairman.] When did the incident at Manly hap- 
pen ?—About 1907. 

1398. What was the charge?—I had a pony on the road. 
He was a trick pony, and he fell down and knocked one 
of his teeth out. As he was getting up, I smacked him on 
the side of the jaw. A policeman happened to be riding 
past on a bicycle and he saw me. The horse was a 7-year- 
old stallion. 

1399. Have you been warned off the racecourse for in- 
temperance ?—No, never. 

1400. Were you never up before the stewards for in- 
temperance ?—Yes. 

1401. Were you tried on any charge since your return 
from the war ?—No. 

1402. You spoke about riding two “dead” horses, and 
that one won in spite of its being ‘‘ dead ” ?—I won on it. 

1403. Were instructions given te you that those horses 
were not to win, and did you intimate that you intended 
to try’—Yes. At tlie time I would not “pull” up any- 
thing for anyone. 

1404. You subsquently offered to return the £25 which 
has been referred to?—Yes, I told Sir Joynton Smith 
that I would pay it back, but he said, “O, never mind; 
that does not matter.” 

1405. In connection with what has been said about your 
having eight mounts, you could not get a license, while 
other jockeys with only two mounts have got one. I sup- 
pose some of the crack jockeys have not had half that num- 
ber of mounts in the time for first-class rides?—Yes. 
Ninety-live per cent. of the owners are broke. 


1335 


45 


Witnesses—O. G. Pearse, and J. ander, 29 November, 1923. 


1406. During the trouble wtih the jockeys someone was 
put in gaol?’—Yes, a friend of mine. 

1407. What was the charge on which he was taken to 
gaol’—Wife starving. 

1408. I understand that you desired to bring witnesses 
here to corroborate what you have said, but they are un- 
willing to come?—Yes, they say they are not coming here 
to do their ticket. 

1409. Do you think they would be singled out for un- 
fair treatment if they did?—I do not think it, I am sure 
of it. You have not a million to one chance with them. I 
would sooner go and crack stones. 


Joseph Gander, billiard-marker, and vice-president of the 
Pony Owners’ Association, residing at Newtown, 
sworn, and examined :— 

1410. Chairman.] Have you been long associated with 
pony racing?—Since 1902. I have owned and trained 
horses. My first trouble in connection with proprietary 
racing came about on the formation of the Ascot course. 
I had owned and trained horses at Rosehill, and Ascot 
course was first formed because there were so many dis- 
satisfied with other courses. Then the Kensington Club 
authorities made a rule that any man who owned, trained, 
or raced, and any jockey or bookmaker who rode and 
fielded at Ascot, would be barred from Kensington. I 
weut to Rosehill one morning, and word came through 
from the’caretaker to prevent me, Harry Russell, and 
Norman Watterson, from attending races there. . Wat- 
terson was compelled to break up his home at Granville 
and go and live at Botany. Mr. Russell and I built a 
little track near the railway, and raced there. The share- 
holders were small men, and eventually became less as 
the tentacles of the octopus spread. One of the prin- 
cipal shareholders to-day is Mr. ‘Garrett, of Ascot, and he 
is on the appeal board. He has said it was wrong for men 
to go out on strike, but Ascot course was built per medium 
of the strike. If there had been no pony racing there 
would be no Ascot. I do not wish to attack the officials. 
They are the product of the system. They are appointed 
by the board, and the man who pays the piper has the 
right to call the tune. When the stewards rub a man out 
he has to appeal back to the men who appointed them, 
and it means appealing from Cesar to Caesar. They have 
to uphold the dignity of the people who put them there. 
The pony owners and trainers should have at least one 
representative on the appeal board. The Government 
should have one, and the A.R.C. should have one, and the 
press should be admitted to all inquiries. There are 
sporting journals who would publish a full report, which 
would help our people to have their wrongs righted. I 
am against proprietary racing. Horse jockeys can go over 
to the pony courses and race, while we are not allowed to 
touch on their domain. Bob Baillie had a 14.1 horse 
named Beon, which he wanted to train at Rosehill. He 
had trained David, King of the Forest, and other high- 
class horses. Beeause of the row he was not permitted 
to go on the track, but eventually they let him on. With 
the appeal board properly constituted men would not be 
viectimited, and they would not have to train their 
horses on the roads. One reason why there are so many 
nominations is because horse-owners in the country send 
their horses to the city. The probability is that they are 
not good enough for tie horses, and they find their way to 
the ponies. One way to reduce the fields would be to allow 
all pony men to race horses outside a 40 miles radius of 
Sydney. By that means pony men could take their 
horses to Orange, Wellington, Dubbo, Coonamble, and 
other places, thereby improving racing in the country and 
making the fields larger. An advisory board would go 
into that. Any pony racing, if capable of carrying 
9st. 5 Ib., should be permitted to race with the <A.J.C. 
It is likely that some trainer may have a pony capable 
of winning a big race, yet he is compelled to stay amongst 
the ponies and race for a paltry prize. Take the prize 
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money given yesterday in the Flying Handicap at Rose- 
pehy- The winner received £72. The owner gets £24, the 
jockey £10, the boy who has been looking after the horse 
£10, and the stable lads—there are generally at least two 
in each stable—£3 each. You have to deduct £50 from 


the £72, so that the trainer receives only £22, out of which 


he has to pay the batcher, baker, milkman, and all the 
rest. Take the 14.1 race vesierdhy, in two heats. There 
was a prize of £155. The first horse would get £62 10s., 
which leaves £20 16s. 8d. for the owner, and the jockey 
and the strapper get £10 each. In a stable like Joe Cook's 
there would be four or five boys. The trainer would 
receive £15 13s. 4d., out of which he has to pay for feed, 
racecourse fees, shocing, and so on. ‘The prizes are 
inadequate. In the Novice the winner received £55, the 
owner £18, and trainer £10 13s. 4d. 

1411. How do they exist a A.R.C. — proposes 
to take away £200 in order to make four big days, 
and to increase the prize money to eh 200 a day, but they 
say they will still keep up the gate money. They have 
net consulted the pony owners and trainers. That big 
money will go into the pockets of the few. It means rob- 
bing others, and it is possible that those men will not 
have horses fit to compete with the rest. At the pony 
whers and trainers’ annual meeting a resolution was 
unanimously carried that we put on a race meeting at 
<embla Grange in aid of the Bellbird Colliery disaster 
fund. That was our first meeting after the strike. The 
committee was elected at a general meeting, and the 
programme was left in their hands. We realised that we 
should have been on a good Cane I was deputed to 
interview Mr. A. C. Wills, Mr. Reece, and Mr. Davies 
respecting the matter, ees 4 daa. They promised us 
their co-operation, and told me they would advertise the 
meeting in the Commen Oause, their newspaper. Our 
committee instructed the secretary to write to the A.R.C. 
board of control, asking them for affiliation, so as to per- 
mit bookmakers to co-operate at the meeting. To the 
everlasting disgrace of the A.R.C., they have not replied 
to our letter. We also intended to run a meeting for the 
South Sydney Hospital, and we intended to run other 
meetings. There was no trainer at the meeting that 
night who did not agree to help to make the meeting a 
success. The committee decided it would be futile to run 
a mecting, because we should be without bookmakers, so 
we have had to practically abandon it. We hope to run 
it after this Committee has completed its inquiry. Bob 
Haines said he was not going to push his head against a 
brick wall by going to Kembla if they would not allow 
him. The A.R.C. wrote to Jacobs, who fielded at Kembla 
Grange, and told him that if he repeated it his license 
would be cancelled. 


1412. Mr. Mutch.] What was the offenee?—Fielding at 
a meeting run by owners and trainers. 

1413. Do you know of your own knowledge that he re- 
ceived such a letter from the A.R.C.2—I did not see the 
letter, but it was in the paper. 


1414. Mr. Cann.] What is your opinion respecting the 
suggested board of control?—I think it should control the 
whole of racing. The men immediately connected with 
the business should have representation on the board. 


Zpree would be sufficient. We should have access to the 


46 


” 


beard. We should have the feeling that in going to thal 
board we were doing nothing wrong. People in the 
association would be willing to os to them to offer sug- 
gestions for the purpose of making things better. 4 

1415. Would that board act as an appeal board over the 
present system?’—Yes. J am not personally against the 

men wo are acting now, but T am against the system. 

1416. Would yot! have them elected #—Yes, 

1417. Mr. Mutch.], What is a fair amount of st 
money per race?—The prize money should be from £2; 
to £8,000 a day. If the ponies were allowed to go to 
country the fields in Sydney would be curtailed. 
winner of every division should get at least £100. Wi 
ten races a day, the prize money should be £300. Th it 
totals about £3,000. 

1418. Chairman.] Did you say that your organisat 
communicated. with Mr. Underhill, as representative ( 
the A.R.C., requesting permission to run a race meetin 
in connection with the Bellbird disaster ?—Yes. 

1419. You were not refused?—We received “ho ans} 
We wrote asking for permission. We asked for af 
tion, and they did not reply. 

1420. Mr. Curtis.| You know ie have had as many 
eighteen events in the day at the ponies Yes, 

1421. You will always have risk under the present 8 
tem of a large number of events ?—Yes. 

1422. In the “Flying” yesterday there were four hea 
which you may have at any time. How much prize-mone 
would you give for the Flying?—From £2 500 to £ 
a day. 

1423. That means £300 per race ?—Practically. 

1424. Do you know of any place where they give £3 
a day in prize-money, apart from Randwick ?—No. 

1425. They do not give that at Rosehill !—Na, but tl 
d> not give enough there. 

1426. How much would you give for the “ Flying 
£3,000 at Ascot next week. I would not adjust. the D 
money until after the nominations are in. 

1427. Would the owners like that?—They would 
nise that everyone was getting a fair deal. 

1428. Do you say that one way to improve matters 
be not to announce how the prizes are to be divided wi 
you have the entries. Would that be satisfactory 

wners ?’—TI think it would. 

1429. The biggest prize-money is sometimes giy 
the smallest number of entries?’—That is. because 4 ai 
high-class of horses. 

1430. Would you say that if the committee Pree 

xt week “Flying Handicap” £600,” it would not be — 
andere a wonderful prize ?—Yes. 

1431. The winning mount is £3 per jockey. Tareas ) 
have their punters 2 They should not. ’ 

1432. They have?’—I believe they have. 

1433. Can a jockey live on the allowance he gets fr 
the prize-money?’—That is all they get; 95 per cent. oO 
jockeys do not put punters in. — = 

1434. Tf they give £600, which is not given at Randw : k, 
for a Flying, why bine the proprietary clubs uf th 
system allows so many entries, the race haying to be rw 
in heats. What was the prize at the big race yesterday ‘— 
£290. 

1435. Would not the clubs prefer to cut down the events; 
is it not in their interests to do so#—No. <i a 


a 
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‘you have done me enough harm? 
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Mr. GHORGE CANN, 


D’Arcy Wilson, sworn, and examined :— 


1486. Chairman:] What are you?—I work at Tooth’s 
brewery. 

1437. I understand you have come here £5 corroborate 
evidence given by Mr. Richards?—Yes. Going home from 
work one day I got off the tram to catch another tram, 
when Mr. Richards got cff a tram at the same time. A 
little chap named Thomson cams up to us and, judging 

y his action, I concluded that he was asking Richards for 
money. Mr. Richards said to him, “Do you not think 
Go away. T do not 
Want to know you.” Richards then said we would go into 
& hotel and have a drink. The little chap hung on to vs 
and asked, “ Ain’t I in this?” and Richards replied “ No.” 
He then said, “ Have you still got that in for me after 
sixteen yeats? JI am not to blame. I had to do as I was 
told.” Richards then asked, “If you were not to blame, 
who was?” He answered, “Morris and ‘Skinny’ Moss.” 
He then said, “ After a I have done for you, this is what 
you have done for me.’ 

1438. Mr. Goldstein. } When was this?—About three 
weeks ago, or a little longer. It was the day of the Rose- 
bery Park meeting. 

1439. You say Thomson asked Richards for money ?— 
Judging by his actiors, I took it to be that. 

1440. Did you hear the conversation?—I did not hear 
it about money, but I heard him ask if he could accom- 
pany us and be in whatever was going on. 

1441. What do you mean by “ whatever was going on”? 
—When I went in to have a drink with Richards, Thom- 
son came on and said, “ Ain’t I in this?’ I took that to 
mean, was he in the shout. I heard him mention those 
names. 

1442. Mr. Cann.] Did you meet Richards casually, or 
were you invited to go and have a drink with him?—I 
met him on the footpath. J had come from Darlinghurst 


after finishing my work, and he had come from the races. 


t 


1448. Did you say Thomson followed you in?—Yes. 
When I left to go home, after having a drink with Mr. 
Richards, he met some other friends, and Thomson was 
still persisting, but for what I do not know. 

1444. Mr. Curtis.] Was Thomson sober at that time?— 
I did not take that much notice of him to be able to say 
whether he was of not. 

1445. Mr. Goldstein.| Was he “ beer-sparring ” ?—Yes, I 
would call it that. 


Thomas Frederick Challinor, trainer, sworn, 


and examined :— 


Randwick, 


1446. Chairman.| Have you been a trainer long?—For 
thirty-five years. J want to tell the Committee about how 
I was treated by the A.R.C. when I leased two horses off 
Mr. Davis about twelve months ago. I went to the A.R.C. 
to find out whether [I could run them. I saw Mr. Under- 
hill, who told me that they were banned. 

1447. Mr. Curtis.} What was the name of those horses? 
—My Bobby and Heavy Fire. 

1448. Chairman.] Had you been suspended?—No, nor 
disqualified. My. Underhill said that I had better send in 
a letter to the Board of ‘Control. I sent in several letters 
and got no reply. I saw Mr. Monie, who said he would 
see to the matter, and suggested that I send in a letter. 
I did so, and it was five or six weeks before I got any 
proper answer. When I went to the Board they gave me 
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Mr. CHALLORAN (n tHE Caatr), 


Mr. GOLDSTEIN, 


(Mi. W. J. Curtis, Barrister-at-Law, instructed by Mr. Collins, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


to understand that if I could get Mr. Davis to sign ait 
affidavit that he owned the horses and leased them to me, 
everything would be all right. I wasted another fort- 
night and got Davis to go down and sign the affidavit 
before a J.P., and it was handed into the A.R.C. The 
chairman told me that everything would be fixed up. Mr. 
Underhill got up and said he would not take the horses 
nomination, and I told him it was a very unfair thing to 
have put me to such expense. It cost me £40 or £50 to 
keep the horses there, and I looked on the refusal as per- 
sonal spite against somebody. I asked Mr. Underhill, 
“Oan I run these horses anywhere else?’ And he re- 
plied, “ You can take them anywhere in the country.” I 
took them away to the bush. 

1449. Do yot' say you were given no legitimate reason 
why licenses were refused for the horses?—Yes, there was 
nothing against me. I had been running horses for 
thirty-five or thirty-six years. I leased them last Novem- 
ber twelve months. I got rid of the horses, and raced 
them in the bush. 

1450. Are they racing under the A.R.C.?Yes, one was 
lately. I have known Mr. Morris for about thirty-seven 
years, and what I heard Mr. Richards say about his mak- 
ing books at trotting meetings at the driving park is 
G@orrect: 

1451. Mr. Curtis.] Which Mr. Morris are you referring 
to?—He was a steward. J remember a trotting* horse 
named Yum Yum, and “Pee Wee” Walsh was with him at 
the time. Once when he was making a book, there was a 
bit of an uproar, and he was chased out of the gate and 
across the park, with “Pee Wee’ Walsh. 

1452. Mr. Goldstein.| As your reflection against the gen- 
tleman named is a rather serious one, I ask you, “‘ Did you 
know Morris personally” ?—No. 

1453. Did you know him at any time while he was en- 
gaged as a bookmaker at the driving park?—No. I think 
he lived at Canterbury, and I used to meet him as a 
steward and talk to him. 

1454. How long after that did you come in contact with 
him ?—At the A.R.C. office years after. 

1455. Are you certain that this is the man whom yotl 
say was hounded off the driving park ?—I have known him 
for a long time. It was a step-brother of mine who first 
introduced me to him at Victoria Park. 

1456. As one engaged in the racing world, hag the fact 
of Mr. Morris having been a steward ever been the sub- 
ject of controversy in view of his past record, as stated 
by witnesses?—Not that I know of. He never interfered 
with me. 

1457. Are you still racing ?—Yes. 

1458. Have you ever come in contact with the A.R.C.?— 
Yes. But I have never been had up by the A.R.C. or any 
other club. 

1459. Why did they turn down the nomination of those 
horses?—They said they were banned, and it seemed to 
me that it was because of the man whose stable they were 
in. They were apparently banned for being in a stable 
belonging to Mr. Richards. 

1460. They had a strong suspicion they were owned by 
Mr. Richards, who was under a ban, and there was dis- 
qualification?—Yes. But I proved that he did not own 
the horses. Mr. Davis proved it by signing the affidavit. 

1461. Then the committee would have no prejudice 
against you’—No. 

1462. You ean attribute no personal motive against you? 
—No. 
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1463. They probably thought that Mr. Richards was 
still associated with him?—That is the only thing they 
could put it down to. They must have thought he was 
still with him. 

1464. The same Mr. Richards ig still banned ?’—Not that 
I know of. 

1465. Is he racing horses?—I could not tell you. 

1466. What object would the committee have in pre- 
venting the nomination of your horses, except to prevent 
horses being run in the interests of men who were dis- 
qualified ?—That would be doing him no harm, but they 
were doing me harm. The horses belonged to Davis. 

1467. Has the A.R.C. adopted a similar course on many 
occasions in similar circumstances ?—Not that I know of. 
I have heard of cases before. 

1468. You could not attribute anything unjust or unfair 
on the part of the A.R.C., in this particular matter, apart 
from the fact that they exercised their judgment, which 
may have been wrong ?—It was unjust to keep the horses 
there and not let me run them. 

1469. You have no evidence that they did not act with 
the best intentions?—They had nothing against me, to 
cause them to do it. 

1470. I suppose you do not suggest that the right to 
accept nominations should be taken from them ?—No. 

1471. You would not suggest that the A.J.C. in similar 
circumstances would not have taken similar action ?— 
They should give a man a fair understanding before a 
horse is rubbed out. It should be advertised. 

1472. Were you notified that they still refused to accept 
your nomination?—No, When I went in to the com- 
mittee-room Mr. Underhill got up and said that he would 
not take the nominations, and that was after giving me 
all that trouble. 

1473. Presumably in the meantime they had made in- 
quiries, and had come to the conclusion that the circum- 
stances justified them in taking the action they did?—I 
can only tell you that they treated me very badly. 

1474. The board has never acted unjustly towards you ?— 
No, I have never been in trouble with them. 

1475. You have always had an opportunity to approach 
them if you wanted it?—Yes. 

1476. You have also had the courtesy that should be 
extended to racing men’—Yes, in my dealings with them. 

1477. Are you satisfied with the prizes given by the 
A.R.C.?’—Yes, but I think they charge too much to run 
a horse. 

1478. Are the prizes sufficient to race for a profit or 
livelihood’?—In some cases they are. 

1479. Do you know of any combination between book- 
makers and owners to fleece the public?—I have not had 
any dealings with them. 

1480. Have you been approached by bookmakers to do 
certain things with horses with the object of fleecing the 
public?—No, I have never had any dealings with them. 

1481. You nave heard of cases where the stewards have 
called bookmakers, owners, and trainers into the stewards’ 
room to ascertain whether unfair practices had. been 
resorted to’—Yes, I have heard of that. 

1482. Have the stewards been solicitous in their desire 
to keep pony racing clean, or is it otherwise?—That is 
hard to answer. Some have, and some have not. 

1483. Have the stewards left the impression that they 
have been desirous of keeping the game clean, or that they 
are responsible for unfair practices ?—No, 

1484. It been alleged that Mr. Morris was a 
“welsher.” During the time he acted as a steward do you 
know of any unfair practice resorted to by him?—I know 
nothing about him since he was a steward. When I spoke 
to him he told me to go to the board, and that he could 
not do anything for me. 

1485. In your opinion, that Mr. Morris is identical with 
the man who, it has been stated, was hounded of the 
course many years ago for not meeting his obligations ?— 


Yos. 


has 
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1486. He has since occupied a responsible position as 
steward of the A.R.C. Do you know of anything dis- 
creditable that he has done since he was a steward ’— 
No, I know nothing of him during that time. 

1487. Mr. Cann.] How many years is it since the Morris 
episode happened ?—Thirty-four or thirty-five. 

1488. Were you on the course when it happened ?—Yes. 
A man named Hogan, who was a detective, got his jaw 
broken at the time. I told Mr. Morris that I did not think ~ 
he could have anything against my character to refuse my 
nomination, and he said, “The only thing I can do for you 
is to send a letter into the board.” That is the only time 
I mentioned it to him. 

1489. Chairman.] Your charge is a serious one; I sup- 
pose you are positive of what you say ’—Yes. 

1490. How did you find Mr. Morris in your dealings 
with him when he recommended you to go to the board ?-— 
He always spoke straightforwardly to me. 

1491. Did he do anything other than what he should 
do’—No. 

1492. You have no animosity against him?—No. 

1493. Amongst racing men generally had not Mr. Morris 
a reputation for fairness?’—He always had with me, but 
I have heard numbers give him a terribly bad name. 

1494. You referred to Hogan having had his jaw broken; 
did legal proceedings follow on that ’—1 believe go. 

1495-6. Mr. Curtis.| During your long experience I sup- 
pose you have raced horses as well as ponies ?—-Yes. 

1497. You have raced under the A.J.C. as well as the 
A.R.C.—Yes. But I never raced under the A.J.C. until 
eight or nine months ago. 

1498. You have had plenty of opportunities of seeing 
how the A.R.C. conduct their business ?—Yes. 

1499. I suppose a shrewd man who had a grievance would 
feel that he had the right to go and mention it?—This was 
the first time I had a grievance. 

1500. During your thirty-seven years’ experience of rac- 
ing the only personal grievance you had was over My Bobby 
and Heavy Fire?—Yes. 

1501. You have made no other complaint ?—No. 

1502. You have been satisfied with the methods of the 
A.R.C. as far as you are concerned ?—Yes. 

1503. You complained that the stewards refused to allow 
you to race those two horses. You know that there was 
nothing against you /—Yes. 

1504. Therefore any action of the stewards must have 
been against the horses ?’—Yes. 

1505. You know that “dummying” is not unknown. 
You know that it is necessary for a man who has been 
(lisqualified for “ crook ” practices should not be allowed to 
run his horses under other names ?—Do they do that to one 
man and not to others ? 


1506. It is necessary that it should be prevented. You 
have said that the objection was to Mr. Richards. Do you 
deny that those horses have not gone back to Mr. Richards’s 
stable¢—I know nothing about them since I got rid of 
them. 


1507. Do not you know that those two horses are in Me. 
Richards’s stable at the present time?—Not as far as I 
know. Mr. Davis signed an affidavit that he owned the 
two horses, and that he leased them to me. 


1508. Did you bother to find out whether he bought them 
from Mr. Richards?—No. 


1509. You took his word alone?—Yes. 


1510. Did you know Mr. Morris prior to the date of the 
episode on the course to which you have referred ?—I had 
been introduced to him by my stepbrother before that. 

1511. Did you see him after that ?—Hundreds of times. 

1512. When was it you first got in touch with him after 
the episode?—At the A.R.C. office. 

1513. From the time of the episode on the racecourse 
until you first spoke to Mr. Morris, assuming it was when 
he was a stipendiary steward, would be a matter of some 
eighteen years ?—Yes. 
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1514. The matter was brought to your knowledge when 
you saw the evidence in the newspapers?—Yes. It re- 
minded me of what I had seen there. 

1515. You know that the stewards have plenty to do in 
watching the way the horses run, and that three have been 
appointed to act for all the clubs?—Yes. 

1516. Have you any fault to find with the system?—No, 
not at present. 

1517. Have you any fault to find with the system of 
appeals ?—No. 

1518. Chatrman.] I understood you to say that you went 
to the board—was the finding against you?—The chairman 
told me that if I got Mr. Davis to sign an affidavit that 
he owned the horses and leased them to me everything 
would be all right. I got him to sign the affidavit, and 
brought him down to the office, where he spoke to Mr. 
Underhill and Mr. Morris. We went round to a J.P., 
and got it signed and put it in. We waited from a week 
to a fortnight for the board to sit again. I remember 
going in where there were three gentlemen on the board, 
and all Mr. Underhill said was, “I refuse to take those 
horses’ nominations.” 

1519. Did the board decide that those nominations were 
not to be received?—They gave me no satisfaction. 

1520. Mr. Curtis.] Did you ever nominate after that ?— 
Yes, a pony named Why Why, 

1521. Chairman.] It was the decision of the board that 
you were not to nominate those horses?—No, I do not 
think it was. I think it was Mr, Underhill’s decision. 


Michael Donnellon, agent, Waterloo, sworn, and 
examined :— 


1522. Chairman.] What evidence do you wish to give 
the Committee?—I desire to contradict a statement of the 
previous witness. All my life, from school days, I have 
been an intimate friend of “ Peewee” Walsh, whose proper 
name is ‘William Walsh. He had a brother named Eddie 
Walsh, a reckless fellow, who was once a runner and a 
boxer. He was associated with a man named Bluey 
Morrow, afterwards known as Morris. Eddie Walsh was 
accused of “ welshing.” “ Peewee” Walsh has never spoken 
to Mr. Morris, the steward, in his life. I make this state- 
ment in vindication of Mr. Walsh’s character, and in the 
interests of truth. It has been stated by witnesses that 
men have been deterred from coming before the Parlia- 
mentary Committee to give evidence, because they fear 
victimisation. I have had to suffer the taunt that I re- 
frained from coming here because of a pecuniary interest 
as a shareholder. I do not know to what extent the first 
allegation is true, but I can appreciate the feelings of 
those who have to get their living under the regime of a 
despotism. JI urge upon the Committee the need of con- 
trolling a racing monopoly created under the Gaming and 
Betting Act, which exerzises a sovereignty iniquitous in 
its influence. I am here in the interests of good govern- 
ment and administration, which will not sacrifice a stan- 
dard to save the dividend rate. At the picnie at the 
Avenue, given by the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Associa- 
tion, Parliamentary representatives were invited. I pro- 
posed the toast of Parliament, and in making my speech 
I discoursed on the Gaming and Betting Act, as it covered 
the board of control. I pointed out that in the ramifica- 
tions of racing hardships must necessarily press on the 
human machine. As the result of statements I made I 
was castigated by the press, and the association’s execu- 
tive was also castigated in an editorial in the Sportsman 
for not having refuted my statements or expressed its 
non-acquiescence in the sentiments expressed. Following 
upon the editorial, the secretary wrote a lengthy letter to 
the papers and condemned some of my statements. The 
strike unfortunately forced a deputation to interview Mr. 
J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, M.L.A., to put before him the 
jockeys’ position. They were locked out, and it was 
represented to the Minister that they ]ad been unduly 
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penalised. After the deputation had, been heard, the 
Minister said that the Act conferred no jurisdiction on 


. him in a ease such as the present, and he further said that 


the internal management of the clubs allowed of no inter- 
ference by the authorities. Clause 55 provides that the 
Government may appoint a board of not more than five 
persons to advise the Minister on matters relating to race- 
courses and race meetings to be dealt with by him under 
the Act. A government within a government, having 
greater powers than the Government which created it, 1s 
an incongruity. The associated racing clubs are respon- 
sible to no one. The Government is responsible to the 
people. The board should be created as provided in the 
‘Act, but with enlarged powers. It should be empowered 
to advise the government on all matters relating to racing. 
The chief concern of the clubs should be to make rules 
for the proper conduct of racing. Regulations formulated 
for the purpose of grinding dividends do not always con- 
duce to harmony, and the framer of the Act provided a 
clause which safeguards against abuses by those given ex- 
clusive rights in racing matters. The board should hear 
complaints against officials, and it should have jurisdic- 
tion, with plenary powers, to ensure the comfort and good 
health of all persons patronising and engaged in the busi- 
ness. It should regulate the charges for admission and 
enforce health laws to maintain a proper food and liquor 
standard. When in England I visited the flat at Ascot, 
and I saw the Board of Health officer come into the tent 
and demand a sample of the liquor sold there. That 
should be done here. The board should have the right, by 
amendment of the Act, to allot days for the purpose of 
racing for charities. It should compel the A.J.C. to erect 
a shelter for people on the flat, including necessary con- 
veniences. I have been associated with horses all my life, 
and have trained and ridden trotters at Epping and Ken- 
sington. I have bought yearlings in New Zealand and 
New South Wales to race under A.R.C. control. I have 
trained some of the best 14.2 and under ponies that have 
raced under A.R.O. management. Horses that I have 
bred are at present racing in the metropolitan area, and 
some of my two-year-olds were broken in during the 
winter so that they can race during the coming year. I 
have a crop of foals from standard-bred mares by a pony 
stallion who, for breeding and conformation, has no 
superior. I have also young trotting stock which I bred, 
and I am breeding again to imported Don Pronto this 
year. I was associated with the training and racing of 
horses in India in 1905, and I have raced and won under 
A.J.C. rules on metropolitan courses. JI have never held 
a license under the associated racing clubs, and I have 
failed in my application te secure one, because I refused 
to lose my A.J.C. status by racing unregistered horses. 
Tf I nominate a 14.2 pony at the same time as an A.J.C. 
licensed trainer, he would be given a ticket of admission, 
and I should have to pay admission to weigh my lorse 
out. I train and exereise my own horse and employ no 
one except on race days. Some of the stewards have no 
capacity for the work on which they are engaged. They 
lack the necessary temperament and judicial balance of 
mind. That is essential to a just arbitrament of the issues 
involved. They rely upon the third degree method of 
bounce and bluster. The first occasion on which I was 
brought before the stewards was in connection with a bet. 
I was then bookmaking, and through a clerical error I 
made a bet. The error was corrected which made it no 
bet. At Kensington in the cup race a friend of mine 
with whom I went to India had a horse named Reola. 


1523. Chairman.] How leng ago?—1905, about. A divi- 
sion was made in the race, and Reola’s number appeared 
at the bottom of the list. The betting began on the race, 
and I called Reola at 5 to 1. A person took a bet off me 
at 5 to 1. Immediately afterwards the number was taken 
down. There is a rule which provides that bets made 
before a division is made must stand. That became 
automatically no bet, because the horse was not in the 
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division. But that rule was not in force at this period. 
Reola, on which F had a betting interest, because of my 
association with the owner, was in the next division. It 
was an even money proposition. I did not bet on the race, 
and the horse duly won. The person came to me and pre- 
sented his ticket, and I told him it was no bet. 
him I would be very pleased to pay him the best odds I 
got myself, which were 2 to 1, - Urged by others he took 
it to the office, and when I appeared there Mr. Morris had 
judged against me. I told him his ruling was iniquitous, 
that I would not pay it, and that I would not allow him to 
aid and abet anyone to rob me. I sought to appeal against 
his decision. I was told at the office that I was not en- 
titled to appeal against a stipendiary steward’s decision. 
I went to the Half-way House and saw Mr. Thomson and 
told him about the position. He said he was not on the 
board, and advised me to see Mr. Joynton Smith, who 
was on the board. I went to Victoria Park one Sunday 
morning and saw him, and he advised me to put in an 
appeal. When I got back from the Cup a telegram was 
waiting for me, intimating that I was to present myself 
before the board. I immediately went down and appeared 
before the board. I went outside and was called back, and 
told that my appeal was upheld. Mr. James Merton came 
out into the street with a shorthand reporter. He told 
me that the board had unanimously upheld the appeal. 
That was the first time I came into conflict with Mr. 
Morris. After that he repeatedly had me up, and on each 
occasion I proved my bona-fides. On one occasion at 
Ascot my horse receded in the betting, and I told him I 
was not backing the horse, and that it did not appeal to 
me as a betting proposition. He angrily demanded why I 
told him that, as I had never previously done so. I said, 
“Your deliberations always hinge on the point, did I back 
my horse,” and that I wanted him to understand that I 
was not backing the horse. I also said, “If there is any 
irregularity about the running of the horse, I shall expect 
you to get an answer from the boy and not from me.” 
1524, Mr, Mutch.] Did anything come of that incident? 


~-No. Not out of that, because I would not let him have 


anything on me. He was irascible. 
Easebery Park on one occasion. I had a man to take the 
horse to the course. On that morning he fell on the tan 
at Victoria Park. He did not complain of any injury. I 
got the shoes off the horse, and said to the man, “ As soon 
as the race is over give the horse a roll, hose his legs, and 
get him home before the traffic gets moving. We will get 
the shoes on to-morrow.” 


1525. Mr. Curtis.] What was the horse’s name?— 
Quickstep. At the proper time the jockey was weighed 
out and he went up to saddle the horse, but the horse was 
not there. I saw the clerk of the course and told him the 
position we were in, and someone said that the horse had 
gone out of the gate. I acquainted Mr. Underhill ag soon 
as possible, and steps were taken to prevent betting on the 
race and investments on the totalizator. I was called be- 
fore the stewards, and, with some display of temper, I was 
asked to explain. A most reliable man had charge of the 
horse. He stood outside. I said, “Mr. Morris, do not 
reach finality on this matter until you have asked the man 
who had charge of the horse why it was taken away.” He 
said, “Come to the office to-morrow at 11 o’clock.” I 
went home and saw the man, and asked him what made 
him take the horse home. He replied, “You told me to 
roll him and hose his legs, and take him home, and I did.” 
I then said, “You will Lave to come to the office and 
explain that.” He came to my house with his arm in a 
sling. He said he had put his shoulder out when he fell 
on the track. We went to the office, and I told Mr. Morris 
that the man was outside,’ and I explained that he had 
been treated at the hospital. He then came in and ex- 
plained the whole matter... Mr Morris, in peremptory tone, 
said, “Stand aside,” and the fine was £5. On another 
occasion a man gave me 30s. and a note to scratch his 
horse at Victoria Park racecourse, I put the note in with 


I sent the horse to 


I told: 


three or four pounds I had. I was going out in the tram 
talking to a man. When the race came on I was asked 
about the horse, and J said it was not running. I said 
that I had authority to scratch the horse. I said that 
whatever the fine was I would pay it, as it was my lia- 
bility. I was then told to see Mr. Morris, but I said that I 
did not want to talk to him. I was duly notified that the 
fine was £10. I went down to the office and paid it. 

1526. What was that for?—Not scratching. Wandeen 
was the horse. 

1527. Mr. Goldstein.] Do you mean that the horse did 
not run ?—Yes. 

1528. Mr. Mutch.] Would investments on that horse have ~ 
been made on the totalisator—No, there was hardly time. 
The horse had not shown any form. 
to that time. 

1529. Mr. Goldstein.] It is possible that certain bet 
may have ‘been made. 

1530. Mr. Mutch.] Bets made on that race would be 
returned ?’—Yes. It would be “no bet.” 

1531. Would the totalisator be open on that horse?~ — 
Yes. 

1532. What would happen to investments?—I do not 
know. i 

1533. Can you remember the date of this?—Not exactly. 
On another occasion I went to Rosebery Park with Quick- 
step, which was engaged in a 14.2 race put on for the 
apprentice riders. A boy named Penny was apprenticed to 
O’Rourke, who had a horse belonging to me on lease. The 
boy’s mother was always importuning O’Rourke to give 
him a ride. He had not much ability or experience at 
the time, but O’Rourke had men prepared to back his horse. 
It was a mile race, and the boy had ridden other horses, 
which rather induced me to put him on, and I desired to 
give him a chance. I put him on. The horse had only won 
one race, which was a mile. During the years I had had 
him there he had failed with one exception. I told Dargin 
to put £110 on him. The money invested represented seve- 
ral bets belonging to other people. The horse did not win. 
I was had up in connection with the running of the 
horse. When I went in Mr. Morris had that same fiendish 
look he always had when I was brought before him. He 
asked me, ‘‘ Did you see that race?” and I said that I had. 
He then said, ‘‘ What do you think of the boy who rode 
the horse?” I replied that I was thoroughly satisfied. I 
had in my mind that the race was put on for apprentice 
riders, who were not as proficient as others, and that if the 
boy had not displayed sufficient skill and proficiency I 
was not going to find fault with him. I told him that I 
was satisfied that he had done his best. He then said, 
“ Did you back the horse?” I said, “ Yes, I told Dargin to 
put £110 on it.” He immediately got up in anger and 
brought Dargin in, and asked him, ‘ Did you back this 
horse?” Dargin said “ Yes,” and displayed his books. 
Morris commented on the boy’s riding, and withdrew his 
license permanently. It appeared in the papers that the 
boy was disqualified, and some people got the impression 
that he was guilty of malpractice. He was not. He lacked 
the essential skill in riding. When I commented on the 
matter Morris snapped, “I will have you up whenever I 
like.” J said, “You haye that prerogative, but it is not 
fair to have me before the racecourse officials whenever 
you think fit.” I ultimately sent the horse to the paddock, 
and have not raced since. 

1534. Mr. Mutch.| How long had that boy been riding? 
—I dare say a couple of years. The stewards do not func- 
tion to adyantage. They do not function in the manner 
calculated to achieve the best results. One at least should 
be a ring steward, to note the phases of the betting, and 
to concentrate upon fielders who are notorious for offering 
fictitious odds, who bet to faces, and who call bogus bets 
for the purpose of forestalling backers. Some of the stew- 
ards are notorious backers of horses. Mr. Morris did com- 
missions at Randwick. 

1535. Mr. Goldstein.| Do stewards bet on other courses? 
—They back horses. The man who wears the halo does 
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commissions, and stampedes the ring with the alacrity 
characteristics of the anxious punter. The practice of stew- 
ards betting on other courses, if not reprehensible, is 
at least unwise. 

1536. Mr. Curtis.] Has the Committee anything to do 
with this; is it not personal spite that you are venting ?— 
No, it is not. I will give £50 to the South Sydney Hospital 
if anything I have said can be proved to be not true. 

15387. Mr. Goldstein.], Does any other steward besides 
Mr. Morris indulge in betting either on his own course or 
on any other course; is there only one steward who bets ?@— 
I have no knowledge of what the stewards do now since 
they have acted conjointly. But Mr. Collins: was always 
spoken of as a “ mug” punter by owners and jockeys. 

1538. How long is it since he was appointed ?—Within 
the last year. 

1539. Chairman.]- You know of no case of his having 
betted?—No. The handicapping is faulty and irregular, 
and is often the cause of a horse not being backed. Men 
are always complaining of the irregular handicapping of 
horses, and the suggestion is made that those horses were 
not trying. Mr. Kelly evidently also wants to function 
as a steward. In the old days the distances were alter- 
nated in the programme. You knew what distance a race 
would be, and you trained your horse for that particular 
race. I have gone in with boys at the inquiry before 
the stewards. I never paid the stewards any deference. I 
knew they held their positions because of the influence 
which might put them there. Nobody represents the boys 
at the inquiries. They go there quite helpless. Nobody 
knows better than our friend opposite, with all his forensic 
ability, that a witness can be made to tell a lie. The boys 
should have representation on the board. With regard to 
the appeal board, a person was disqualified for a term for 
eouspiring with other persons, and many of his friends 
thought he was the victim of circumstances. I made 
representations to Sir Joynton Smith in the matter, and 
urged the desirability of his being present at the appeal 
to see that it was heard on its merits. He promised 
me he would be there. Twelve months ago this person 
received a reply to his appeal which was that it had been 
received, but not favourably entertained. I had been talk- 
ing to Sir Joynton the day before, and he made no remark 
about the appeal having been heard, which I thought was 
strange. J mentioned the matter to him, and he gaid, “It 
has not been dealt with yet.” I said, “ Yes, it has; he got 
his reply; I saw it in writing.” Sir Joynton Smith then 
asked, “ Where is Mr. Underhill?’ We went and found 
him, and I stood aside. Sir Joynton then called me over, 
and asked, “ Was Francis’s appeal heard, Mr. Underhill?” 
Mr. Underhill replied, “ Yes.” Sir Joynton asked, “ Who 
was on the board?’ Mr. Underhill mentioned three per- 
sons. Then Sir Joynton said, “Do you not know that is 
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not an appeal board? That is not an appeal; it is only a 
letter. You are only twisting.’ Sir Joynton then asked 
when the board would meet, and was told that it would be 
on Monday. He then said they would get their backs up. 
Sir Joynton Smith is a “dinkum” man, and will let the 
underdog have a chance. The appeal went before them | 
again, and was knocked out. 

1540. Chairman.] When was this?—About twelve months 
ago. The other day Mr. Francis received a written reply 
to a further appeal as follows :— 

Mr. Joseph Francis. 

Dear Sir, 

(Private and Confidential). 

Your letter dated the 27th ult. requesting the removal 
of the remaining term of your disqualification was sub- 
mitted at a conference of the directors of the whole of the 
clubs associated yesterday, when I was directed to inform 
you that, in view of the mandatory rule passed on Decem- 
ber 4th, 1922, it was impossible to accede to your request. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. UNDERHILL, 
Secretary. 
He was disqualified in 1921, and they made that rule 
apply to him for the purpose of turning down his plea 
for clemency. 

1541. Mr. Mutch.] What is the mandatory rule?—The 
substance of it is that the further appeal of any person 
without fresh evidence will not be entertained. 

1542. Chairman.]| What was the offence?’—Conspiracy. 
A bookmaker, horse-owner, and Francis were disqualified 
for three years. Francis was a financier, who financed the 
bookmaker. There was an allegation of blackmail. He 
has appealed several times. His letter was regarded on 
this occasion as an appeal, but he hag not been heard on 
the matter, except through letters. 

1543. Mr. Mutch.| Has he never appeared before the 
appeal board or meetings of the directors ?—I do not think 
$0. 

1544. Mr. Curtis.] His appeal was heard and decided. 
Was he present then?—I would not say that. 


1545. You would restore the conspirators?—No. As to 
the jockey boys, I do not think they bet, as a rule. 
1546. Not with their own money?—No. Albert Wood 


and Myles Connell would not go much over 10s. I have no 
reason to think that the boys have done me any wrong. I 
have known a boy to do a dishonourable thing to vin- 
dicate his honour. One boy went out on a horse named 
Maisie, thinking he was going to win, but the trainer did 
not give him a chanee. He said the boy had put others 
on the horse. The boy said, “I have not told anybody 
to back it.” He went out on the horse and deliberately 
pulled it to a standstill in front of the Leger and got 
twelve months. That shows you the position that boys 
are sometimes put in by unscrupulous persons, 


THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1923. 


Present:— 


Mr. O'HALLORAN (in THE CHAIR). 


Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr. GOLDSTEIN, 
Mr. MAIN, 


Lr.-Cot. RUTLEDGE, 
Mr. JAQUES, 
Mr. MUTCH. 


(Mr, W. Curtis, Barrister-at-law, instructed by Mr. Collins, appeared on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs.) 


Michael Donnellon, agent, Waterloo, recalled and 
further examined :— 


1547. Chairman.] During your previots cXamination, 
you said that you could appreciate the feelings of those 
who have got to get a living under the “regime of a 
despotism,” will you explain that?—I meant to be subject 
to the regulations, to be amenable to penalties imposed, 


and to have no right of protest against an adjudication 
affecting your civil status. 


1548. Do you mean to say that the A.R.C. Board of 
Control, or the officials, constitute a despotism ?—That 
safeguards are not provided for in the form of an appeal. 
You go before the inquiry board with an -agitation of 
mind which people have when they are accused, whether 
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they are guilty or not guilty. You have no representation 
on the board. Your mind may not be quick enough to 
enable you to vindicate yourself, and when you are sub- 
jected to penalties provided by the regulations, you have 
no opportunity of being represented before the appeal 
board. 

1549. A man could not be registered under the A.J.C. 
and under the A.R.C. to run all heights ?—No. 

1550. You stated that some of the stewards have no 
capacity for their position. That is a sweeping assertion ? 
—TI qualify that by saying that they have not the tempera- 
ment or the judicial balance of mind necessary for the 
position. They adopt third degree metheds. 

1551. You said, “With bounce and bluster.” I think you 
nave given no evidence to support that?—You will see a 
boy, when he is had up, cowering in a chair. They adopt 
that attitude to many people. They do not go fairly into 
the thing. They simply have you there, and they appear 
to want to find you guilty. That is what I mean by 
“bluster and bounce.” The system does not tend to an 
equitable adjustment of matters. 

1552. Do you know of a jockey or a trainer having 
become nervous or unstrung when appearing before the 
board’—Yes, many of them have grievances. 

1553. Would it ke of advantage to the jockey or trainer 
to have counsel there to represent them?—Yes, and it 
would be to the advantage of vested interests. The ad- 
mission of the press to the inquiries would be a sure 
palladium in the interests of everybody. 

1554. Mr. Goldstein.] You said when you were here be- 
fore that you were once a bookmaker, and that you owned 
ponies ?—I have not been a bookmaker for 15 or 16 years. 

1555. Do you think from the bettor’s standpoint a book- 
maker should own racehorses?—Yes, if he is a man of 
probity. 

1556. You do not think it advisable that there should 
be a regulation prohibiting bookmakers from owning race- 
horses ?—No. 

1557. Ts it not a temptation to a bookmaker owning his 
own horse to deal with the public unfairly ?—No, not if he 
is a man of probity. A man was buried yesterday, Mr. 
Oxenham, and the press featured his obituary notice by 
referring to the fact that when doing business with clients 
on the Melbourne Cup, he advised them to cover their 
liability on their investments by also backing his mare 
Aerasia, which won. ee i het eo 

1558. It may be that because it is so rare an oceur- 
rence for an owner to act that way the papers commented 
upon it. If it were the general thing, possibly they would 
not have commented upon it?—The racing public are 
prone to attribute wrongdoings to racing men. Even 
politicians, K.C.’s, money magnates, and kings of com- 
merce, go to Randwick and become aifected with feeble- 
mindedness. 

1559. Is it advisable or inadvisable for that condition of 
affairs to continue. You owned a horse named “Quick- 
step.” Did you read the evidence of witnesses who stated 
that horse was the only trier in a field of eighteen ?—No, 
T did not see that. A writer, Mr. Dargin, applied the 
remark to another race. 

1560. Is it not a fact that bogus bets are frequently mado 
with bookmakers—that is that an entry is made with no 
intention of paying in order to bluff the stewards?—Ii is 
generally understood that that does take place. 

1561. Can you blame them if the stewards take no cog- 
nisance of a man’s statement that he has backed his horse, 
and if he produces the bookmaker’s record that the horse 
was backed 2—It would depend upon the general character 
of the bookmaker. There are bookmakers who are re- 
garded ag notorious for fielding dead-un’s, but the testi- 
mony of a reputable bookmaker should be accepted. 

1562. Who are the best judges, outside of the com- 
mittee, to whom you can appeal?—It is well known that 
horses have been genuinely backed, but subsequently per- 
sons who have ridden the horses have discredited them- 
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selves in some way, and it has been found out that they 
have been responsible for ‘pulling,’ even though the 
owner was a bona fide man. 

1568. Are you satisfied with the prizes given by the 
A.R.C.?—I would not like to discuss that matter. 

1564. As a shareholder you might give a point to the 
company to which you belong?—The prize money to the 
winner is often greater in the smaller classes being 
frequently one race than it is in the divisions in other 
classes. I have received approximately £100 for having 
won a race, and I considered I had a fair exchange for 
my investment. In those days it cost me about 30s. to 
Tun Lor dt. 

1565. When you came into conflict with the stewards, 
had you not an opportunity of appealing ?—They turned 
me down. 

1566. What have you to complain about?—It was the 
difficulty I had in getting there. I wanted to appeal, 
and Mr. Archie Thompson, a big shareholder in Rosebery 
Park, said I could not. Then I had to run to Mr. James 
Thornton, who told me to go and see Mr, Smith, and that 
is how I got to the board. 

1567. Did you make application to the board if you 
wanted to appeal?—I saw Mr. Thompson. I first went to 
the clerk. I could not get the proper form which I thought 
was necessary. 

1568. Could you not write to the secretary ?—I went to 
the office. The secretary was not there. Mr. Thompson 
came to the counter and the clerk told him what my busi- 
ness was. He said, “You cannot appeal against a stipen- 
diary steward,” and I replied that that was pretty tough. 
I went to Mr. Thornton at Botany, who referred me 
to Mr. Smith. 

1569. Mr. Curtis.] Why did you not read your rules ?— 
You do not always look up the rules. 

1570. Mr. Goldstein.] Is it not a fact that no appeal can 
be heard unless additional evidence is forthcoming !—Yes. 

1571. Is there anything unjust in that ?—No. The legisla- 
ture provides for the opportunity to appeal, but the A.R.C. 
makes enactments affecting the liberty of people when 
they get a long term. 

1572. If you weut to appeal against a decision on the 
grounds that you have additional evidence, which will 
upset the decision, you have power to do so, You can 
appeal to any board to exercise clemency ?—Yes, but when 
the king dies you have a new king, and you hear the cry 
“Tong live the King.” Concessions are made, prisoners 
are liberated, and jockeys are reinstated. 

1578. Do you know of stewards having betted on a course 
on which they adjudicated ?—No. 

1574. You mentioned that they are in the habit of betting 
on other courses on horses which may subsequently race 
on the course on which they operate?—Yes. 

1575. When a man becomes a steward should he be pre- 
cluded from betting ?—Yes. 

1576. If he is likely to be prejudiced in that way, is it not 
right that no bookmaker who owns a racehorse should bet, 
because he is personally interested to a greater extent ?— 
The bookmaker would not be called upon to question the 
conduct of any of the individuals who owned horses, A 
steward might go to Victoria Park where he did not 
officiate, back a horse, and believe that he saw something 
irregular in its running, then go to one of the other courses 
and be called upon to determine the conduct of the jockey. 
IIe might have seen something peculiar. It is unwise that 
he should be a betting man. F 


1577. Mr. Cann.] In which company are you a share- 
holder ?—Rosebery Park. 


1578. Is Mr. Morris a steward at Rosebery Park?’—He 
was, but he resigned, 


1579. How long have you been a shareholder there?-— 
About twelve months. 
1580. Have the shareholders anything to do with the 


appointment of the stewards?—I have no idea. 7 
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1581. Did it never strike you to attend a sharcholders’ 
meeting ?’—I believe the man who gold me the shares was 
financially embarrassed. I know that they are prosperous 
business men, and I believe my interests are well conserved 
by their management. 

1582. Do not you think that if Mr. Morris were a dis- 
honest man your interests would not be conserved as you 
say ?—I have not disputed the honesty of Mr. Morris. 

1583. Did you not say that he “welshed’ off the course ?— 
No. It was Eddie Walsh who was accused of “welshing.”’ 
Bluey Morrow was afterwards known as Morris. Peewee 
Walsh never spoke to Mr. Morris, the steward, in his life. 
I made the statement in vindication of Myr. Walsh's 
character. 

1584. Li-Colonel Rutledge.| Bluey Morrow, afterwards 
known as Morris, was not Mr. Morris, the steward ?—That 
is so. Mr. Morris never ‘“welshed.” 

1585. Mr. Curtis.] Mr. Richards, a witness before the 
Committee, has written to a leading Sydney newspaper and 
blamed the newspaper reporter for putting in a statement 
that you did not defend Frank Morris, and say that he did 
not “welsh. The letter reads as follows :— 

Please allow me to correct your report on Pony inquiry. 
You stated that the witness Donnelly defended I. Morris, 
late stipendiary steward, saying that he did not “welsh.” 
That is wrong. Donnelly said that F. Morris, a companion 
of Peewee Walsh, did “welsh.” He did not defend Morris, 
but Welsh. Please be kind enough to make this correction.— 
M. RIcHARDS. 

1586. You did not say that Mr. Morris, the steward, had 
“welshed ”?2—No, I did not. 

1587. The newspaper reporter reported you correctly when 
he wrote that you did not attack Mr. F. Morris for being 
a “welsher”’ ?—Yes. 

1588. There is no need for such a correction in the news~ 
paper as Mr. Richards asked should be made?—No. 

1589. You do not attack Mr. Morris, or impugn his 
honesty in any way ?—No. 

1590. You have referred to bookmakers fielding 
“dead-un’s.” That means taking money from the public 
when he knows that a horse is absolutely “ stiff.” ?—Yes. 

1591. You know that practice exists ?—Yes. 

1592. There is no difference between such a man and the 
man who puts his hand in your pocket and takes your 
money /—No, except that the man who steals your money 
does it openly. 

1593. You take off your hat to him and not to the other? 
—Yes. 

1594, Knowing that the practice exists, you mentioned 
that stewards are right in seeing that a man has backed 
a horse, but there are bookmakers who enter bets that 
are faked ?—Yes. 

1595. Are there not some trainers dishonest enough to 
have bets booked for them, although they know that the 
horse is not trying ?—A trainer can be convicted for that. 

1596. That has to be guarded against ?—Yes. 

1597. You cannot blame the stewards for not being satis- 
fied? Irregular handicapping makes the stewards’ task 
fairly hard. I complained to the handicapper about not 
being handicapped in accordance with the rules adopted by 
others. 

1598. I suppose the handicapper is as much entitled to use 
his own discretion regarding the way a horse runs as the 
stewards?—Yes, by observation. but if he goes on the 
betting he is not justified in doing that. 

1599. Although a horse ran tenth, and did not run as 
hard as it should have, the handicapper can take that into 
consideration?—That does not altogether justify him in 
saying that it was not trying. 

1600. You know that the system of conducting inquiries 
immediately after a race is the same with the A.J.C. as 
with the A.R.C.?—I do not know. 

1601. Assuming it is, you have expressed the opinion 
that it is done on the spur of the moment?—TI do not com- 
plain about that. 

1602. What do you complain of ?—Of accused persons 
under egitation being brought before the stewards. Agita- 
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tion is always present with accused persons whether guilty 
or not guilty. Such persons should have someone there ta 
see that their interests are safeguarded. 

1603. The inquiry must be conducted immediately ?—I 
can see that. 

1604. Assuming the proper persons are appointed as 
stewards, is it not fair that they should conduct the inquiry 
and obtain the best possible evidence. That is the same 
system as the A.J.C. has?—Yes, but I do not consider they 
are correct. 

1605. Should the boy charged be represented ?—Any 
accused person should have the right to have assistance, 
to enable him to prove his innocence, if he is innocent. 

1606. Supposing a charge of foul riding is brought 
againts a person, and the owner, trainer, bookmaker, and 
jockey are involved. Are you going to wait until four 
people get representation. If you did when would you get 
through the inquiry ?—It is immaterial whether you get 
through it to-day or the next day. 

1607. But the interests of the public have to be settled 
by a quick decision ?—Not in a matter of malpractice. 

1607. What about interference. Would you suggest that 
a boy ought to be represented on that occasion ?—The 
person appointed to represent should be there at all times. 

1608. Assuming you have good stewards with the judi- 
cial mind, you must leave the conduct of the inquiry, in 
the first instance, to them, with the right of appeal. Would 
not that be satisfactory ?—I would not institute any prin- 
ciple which did not give the accused person the right to 
be represented. The investment of a million of money 
will stand the strain. 

1609. Would not the boys regard him as a prosecutor 
rather than an advocate?—I would say that the person who 
provides the human machine should have some voice in the 
matter of his selection. 

1610. Is he not likely to be just as biassed as the stew- 
ard ¢—He would see that the boy’s case was properly pre- 
sented to the tribunal. 

1611. Would it not be better to let the stewards conduct 
the inquiry, in the first instance, with the right of appeal? 
—Yes, but they have not got a proper system. 

1612. Do you know you can buy the A.R.C. rules for a 
smail sum?’—lI dare say you can. 

1613. If a person can within three days of an appeal 
lodge a notice in writing of any decision he is dissatisfied 
with, is there anything unjust in that?—No. 

1614. Why did not you ask some trainer about the 
rules?—I was told there was no right of appeal to a 
stipendiary steward. 

1615. Did you ask Mr. Underhill if you could appeal ?— 
He was not in the business then. 

1616. How long ago is this?’—About eighteen years. 

1617. Is that your only grievance ’—No. 

1618. How many races did you win with Quickstep ?— 
A considerable number. 

1619. At long prices?—No, short prices. 

1620. Did you complain about your handicap?—No. 

1621. Are you still racing ?—No. 

1622. How long is it since you raced?—Last October 
twelve months. 

1623. Have you an interest in any horses now?—Only 
one—a pony named Zepher. 

1624. You have not been before the appeal board?’— 
Only on one occasion, 

1625. When the appeal board upset the decision of the 
stewards ?—Yes. 

1626. On how many oceasions have you been in trouble 
with the stewards’—I could not say. You said the other 
day that I was spiteful. 

1627. How many times have you been before the stew- 
ards ?’—Frequently. I could not say how many times. 

1628. Were you convicted ?—No. 

1629. What do you complain of?—Why should I be 
subjected to the indignity of being dragged before the 
stewards when men believed me a reputable man. 
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1630. You cannot complain if they called you in for 
an explanation?—Yes, I do. On the last occasion they 
castigated a boy who was an apprentice rider because he 
did not display sufficient ability in the race. 

1631. You have said that the press ought to be admitted 
to the inquiries. I ‘suppose you know that when an 
inquiry is held the result is not given to the press unless 
the adjudication is against the man. Nobody knows 
through the press that you have been called upon to 
answer a charge unless you are found guilty ?—Yes. 

1632. Myr. Underhill takes no part in the stewards’ in- 
quiries /—No. 

1633. Chairman.] Even if it is not practicable to have 
a representative before the stewards’ inquiry, is there any- 
thing to prevent counsel representing them at the appeal? 
Would you be satisfied if they had a representative at the 


- appeal, instead of at the first inquiry?—Nobody knows 


better than the A.R.C. that these persons are practically 
convicted at the first investigation. 

1634. An independent representation at the appeal would 
serve their purpose?—Yes, on the grounds that half a loaf 
is better than no bread. 

1635. Mr. Curtis.] Do you know that the board of appeal 
consists of a representative of each club, that there are 
four clubs, and that there must be four members present 
at the appeal to form a quorum?+—No. 

1636. Does that alter your opinion?—If I find that the 
appeal hag been dealt with by a board not constituted 
in conformity with the rules, I lose faith in it. 

1637. Reference has been made to not having the right 
of appeal, except with fresh evidence. A second appeal 
would be an appeal to upset the first decision’—I do not 
say there should not be a second appeal, but I say that 
the board should be open at all times to hear one. 

1688. Do you suggest that there should be a second 
appeal without fresh evidence. 
in the sense of a reversal of the previous decision. 
can always be an appeal for mercy +—Who says so? 

1639. I tell you so?’—That is your legal opinion. The 
management, if it suits them, will do anything. A drunken 
jockey was convicted of indecency at Ascot racecourse, 
was punished, and a few weeks later, to break the strike, 
was licensed to ride. 

1640. Mr. Jaques.| When you lease a horse, do you regis- 
ter it with the A.R.C.?—That is the rule now. I have 
rarely done it. -The person to whom I gave the horse 

vould be expected to do it. 

1641. You would see that it was done?—No., 
passes once I give him the horse. 

1642. Is there a rule that you must register a lease?— 
I believe there is, but I think the obligation ig on the man 
who has the horse. 

(Mr. Gander was here given permission to represent 
owners and trainers’ associations). 

1643. Mr. Gander.| Take the prize money yesterday in 
the Novice race—£150 first, £20 second, and £15 third, 
from the prize, run in three heats. Jt means that £105 hag 
to be divided between three horses, which leaves £38 for 
each horse?—I would rather not comment on that, because 
T am a shareholder. 

1644. When you had not a license, and you went down 
to nominate a horse, they would not give you a ticket of 
admission, and you had to pay to go on the course, which 
you thought was unfair ?—Yes. 

1645. You were refused an interview at the time of 
the strike to a deputation comprising Rufe, Nalor, R. 
Haynes, W. Baker, M. aeiiaied aca and T. Mutch, M.L.A.? 
—Yes. 

1646. You eventually, as an owner and a trainer, decided 
you would not appear before the board, and fyou got 
another man to appear for you?—Yes, Frank McGrath. 

1647. What was the report?—That the A.R.C would not 
hear him. Mr. Barry, solicitor, went to the board room 
and came back. 

1648. You also went down on a jockeys’ deputation; 
you were appointed at a public meeting in conjunction 
with others ?—Yes. 


There 


My interest 


‘2 eS ° 


There cannot be an appeal | 


1649. Do you remember asking Mr. Fitzpatrick if he 
would intercede with the A.R.C., and ask them to rein- 
state jockeys; do you remember Mr. Fitzpatrick’s reply ?— 
He said he was powerless in the matter. He said charae- 
teristically, “I can do nothing. We are helpless, but there 
are other means of killing a dog than by choking him 
with butter.” 

1650. If there had been an advisory board, there would 
have been a remedy ?—Only AE an amendment of the 
Act. 

1651. It has been stated ne when a man was ¢alled 


before the stewards for alleged malpractice, unless his horse — 


was disqualified, the matter did not appear in the press—-— ~ 


1652. Mr. Curtis. ] No, I did not say that. I sate 
his name was not given to the press. 

1653. Mr. Gander.] Do you think it fair that your name 
should not be reported in the press, and that another 


man’s should be?—It is a wrong principle to differentiate. 


John Roche, retired superintendent of police, and now a 


company director, sworn and examined; 


1654. Chairman.| What is it you wish to say’—That ~ 


Mr. Frank Morris, lately a stipendiary steward of the 
A.R.C., and Mr. William Walsh, known as “Peewee Walsh,” 
were never concerned in “ welshing” at the Driving Park 
or anywhere else. Mr. Frank Morris, or Morrow, was 
known as “Bluey,” and was a smart man in some respects, 
The other man is Mr. Walsh’s brother. They were the 
men referred to. The witnesses who gave evidence re- 
specting the matter evidently made a mistake. 

1655. You state definitely that Mr. Frank Morris re- 
ferred to in evidence was not the man who “welshed” #— 
Yes. 

1656. Mr. Cann.] You knew them both?—Yes. I- have 
had forty years’ experience of racing in Sydney, New 
Zealand, the old country, and in America, and as far as 
T can see pony races are as well conducted now as suburban 
horse races. As regards conduct they are both on the 
same plane. The A.J.C. stands out as the best-condueted 
course in the world. Pony racing received a great filip 


when Mr. Tom Watson was appointed. He was induced © 


to go over from the A.J.C., and got an increase in salary 
of £500 a year. I am in favour of the A.R.C. having a 
chairman of stipendiary stewards with the same qualifi- 
eation, capacity, integrity, experience; and temperament 
as Mr. Higgins, appointed by the A.J.C., and the position 
should earry a salary of £1,500 a year. JT am also in favour 
of the press being admitted to all appeals, whether under 
the A.J.C. or the A.R.C. The press is the palladium of 
our liberties. Exception might be made in the case of a 
preliminary inquiry, because my experience as a detec- 
tive and police officer is that it does not always do to give 
the public the whole details at first. 

1657. Mr. Jaques.] Mr. Dargin told the committee that 


of 18 starters on an A.R.C. course, 17 horses were “pulled,” 


there being only one trier. Do you think that is possible? 
—It is probably an exaggeration. I think the stewards 
are doing their duty as well as they can, but it would be 
an advantage to the A.R.C. if they could get a man of the 
qualifications I mentioned, and he should get at least 
£1,500 a year to commence with. At the sime time T east 
no reflection on the present stewards. 

1658. Mr. Curtis.] Do you know what the stipendiary 
stewards of the A.J.C. get?—No, I cannot say. 

1659. I think you will find that the A-R.C. pay as much, 
if not more?—I am speaking of Mr. Higgins, who, in my 
opinion, is the best steward in Australia. There are men 
in Australia equal to him if paid a sufficient salary. 

1660. Mr. Gander.] Do you say that a man like Mr. 
Higgins would be an acquisition to the A.R.C.?—Yes. 


1661. You have not full confidence in the A.R.C. hoard 


as at present constituted ?—It almost amounts to that. I 
would like to see the A.R.C. get a stipendiary steward with 
the qualifications of Mr. Higgins. I have no fault to find 
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' with the appeal board at present. I think all horse-owners 


and trainers should have the right to be represented on the 
appeal board, and the press should be admitted. 


Thomas John Clines, registered bookmaker under the 
administration of the A.R.C,, and secretary of tha 
Bookmakers’ ‘Association, sworn and examined :— 

1662. Chairman.| How many bookmakers are registered 
with the A.R.C.?’—There are 104 Paddock bookmakers, 
and 143 Ledger bookmakers. The number may have been 
increased or reduced during the last quarter. 

1663. What sum per annum does each bookmaker pay 
the A.R.C.?—The Paddock bookmakers pay £28 a year 
tax to the Government. They each pay £320 a year license 
fee to the A.R.C., half of which goes to the Government. 
The Government receives £30,530 from the bookmakers 
working at the ponies for 12 months. 

1664. How much does the A.R.C. get in 12 months ?— 
£16,640 from the Paddock bookmakers. 

1665, I understand that the Leger bookmakers pay £160 
ayear?—Yes. The total is £28,080. 

1666. How many races does the A.R.C. conduct in a 
year /—I think there are 72 meetings. 

1667. Do you pay by the quarter?—Yes, £80 a quarter. 
The Leger bookmakers pay £40. Prior to obtaining a 
license, you have to pay to the Treasury £28 and £40 
tax. 

1668. What fee do the bookmakers’ clerks pay ?—10s. 6 
a year. 

1669. Are you permitted free entry to the course ’—No, 
we have to pay to go in, and so have our clerks. 

1670. Is there any other call upon you towards the 
finances of the A.R.C.?—No. The only other call is an 
exceptional one, the result of a war-time levy. It is 3d. 
tax on every betting ticket. That was presumably a war- 


_time provision, but it still operates. 


1671. Do you think you are suffering an injustice. When 
you do, what is the procedure?—Our association meets 
regularly, and if any matter requires attention we notify 
Mr. Underhill. If it is within his province to correct; I 
suppose it is done. 

1672. Suppesing a bookmaker is accused for acting in 
a way he should not?—Then they mete out summary 
jurisdiction. ; 

1678. You would have to appear before the stewards in 
the same way as trainers and jockeys ?—Yes. 

1674. Lt.-Colonel Rutledge.| Do you believe in the con- 
trol of racing by the stipendiary stewards?—I have no 
opinion in the matter. I have only worked under the 
jurisdiction of the A.R.C. 

1675. Are you satisfied with the method of control as a 
whole?—Yes. We do not come into conflict with the 
stewards, unless over some dispute in connection with a 
betting matter. 

1676. It is your experience that the stewards have tried 
to deal fairly in these matters?—I cannot speak for the 
other bookmakers, but personally I have had no occasion 
to complain. 

1667. As secretary of the association you should know 
whether they are satisfied or not?—Generally, yes, but 
there may be individual men who are not satisfied. 

1678. Do you think the stewards exercise proper contro) 
over the racing ?—Personally I am not interested in that. 

1679. Once the starter puts up the barrier, the horses 
are under the control of the stewards until the race is 
over ?—I do not think 1 can speak on that. I have been 
in the racing business only six or seven years. The asso- 
ciated racing clubs’ definition of “ starter’ might be cleared 
up. At Kensington there was a horse which was prac- 
tically favoured in the race, and the bookmakers had a 
fair liability. It became fractious, and was posted as a 
non-starter after the race, and, consequently, the book- 
makers had a ten-fold liability, because the money on that 
horse had to be returned. 


1680. Mr. Curtis.| That is the same everywhere, includ- 
ing the A.J.C.?—I believe it is. It does not give a book- 
maker much of an opportunity. 


Witness— T, J, Clines, 6 December, 1923. 


1681. Mr, Jaques.| It does not often happen?—No, but 
it only has to happen once in twelve months to give a man 
a pain in the bank-roll. 

1682. Lt.-Colonel Rutledge.| Do you think there is much 
dishonest running on the A.R.C. courses?—I would not like 
to answer that question. 

1683. You do not mind much whether the game is crook 
or not?’—Don’t we. But the evidence is not brought under 
our notice. 

1684. Surely betting market fluctuations show you how 
things are going’—Yes. But I do not think they show 
whether a horse is trying. Lady Balzene was at 2 to 1 
and started at 5 or 6 to 1, but won. 

1685. Mr. Jaques.| It has been stated that it is a com- 
mon occurrence for an owner to give a horse to a book- 
maker to go on with—to lay. with safety ?’—Yes, but I do 
not think that is the safety they lke. 

1686. Is it a common thing?—I have heard it said that 
men are given horses to go on with by unscrupulous 
people, but that is only to create a market. Usually, in 
the long run, the bookmaker is the “mug.” 

1687. Mr. Cann.] Would there be any benefit in having 
a bookmaker on the board of appeal?—Only in connection 
with matters appertaining to members of our association. 
IT do not think bookmakers are concerned with it. In the 
event of a bookmaker getting into trouble it would be a 
fine thing for him to have a representative there. 

1688. Are any bookmakers owners!—No, very few, and 
they are well-known men, who do not fail to have their 
own name underneath the horse. 

1689. You see no reason why they should not be owners? 
—None whatever. 

1690. Mr. Curtis.] As far as bookmakers, as a body, are 
concerned, their relations with the A.R.C. have been 
harmonious ?—Yes. 

1691. If you have a grievance it receives attention from 
the A.R.C.?—Yes. : 

1692. And it is rectified if it is a genuine grievance ?— 
Yes. 

1693. The clerk pays 10s. 6d. a year. You would not 
expect him to go in as a “dead-head” to each of the 72 
meetings ?—No. 

1694. How much ig your annual Haphad fee ?—£320. 

1695. If you got in as a “dead-head,” that would be £54 
off ?—There are a considerable number of ‘‘dead-heads” who 
contribute nothing. 

1696. Who controls the amount of fees?—The A.R.C. 
It seems rather an injustice that we should have to pay 
an entrance fee, seeing that the pony owners and trainers 
do not pay anything like what we do. They get in for 
nothing. 

1697. Mf. Gander.] A bookmaker owning horses, has to 
pay in advance when he gets his license?—Yes. 

1698. If a man were disqualified with a horse, he would 
lose what he had paid in as a bookmaker ?—Yes. 

1699. He would have more to lose than any other man? 
—He would lose his horse and the money he paid in 
advance ?—Yes. 

1700. The tendency would be for the owner-bookmaker 
to be more honest than even an owner-trainer !—Yes. 
He has other payments to meet in additicn to admission 
fees ?—Yes. 

1701. Chairman.|] What does it cost to go into the leger ? 
—Five shillings.. A bookmaker has to put his hands in his | 
pocket for a lot of things, and it is reasonable that he 
should be allowed free on the course. 

1702. One hundred and forty-three Leger bookmakers, 
with one clerk each would pay £4,148 to go into the Leger. 
The Paddock bookmakers would pay £11,282 with their 
clerks, which totals £43,460, which they pay altogether ?— 
Yes. 

1703. Mr. Gander.] You remember when the racing boy- 
cott was on, and there was a meeting at Kembla Grange? 
—Yes. 

1704. Did you receive notice from the A.R.C. telling you 
not to field at Kembla?—We received a circulay from the 
A.R.O, 
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1705. What about?—I cannot remember it now. 

1706. What was the result; did the bookmakers go there? 
—TI believe only one went. 

1707. Do you know whether he got another letter after- 
wards’—I do not know. He has not notified me. 

1708. Bookmakers who fielded at the horses go to the 
ponies and field?—On Wednesdays. 

1709. If a bookmaker from the horses fielded at the 
ponies on a Saturday, he would lose his heense?—Yes, they 
will not allow him to field at clash meetings. 

1710. The A.R.C. license bookmakers who field at Rand- 
wick ?—Yes, 

1711. Although the A.R.C. allows them to field on the 
Wednesday, they would be de-licensed if they fielded on 
the Saturday ?—Yes. 

1712. Mr. Afutch.] Are we to assume that bookmakers 
expetted that some penalty would attach if they fielded at 
the Kembla Grange meeting?—Probably their interpre- 
tation of the circular was such that it prevented them from 
going there. 

. 1718. Why did you not go there?—I seldom go there. 

1714. Why did not those who usually field at such a 
meeting go there?—I could not say. Probably they con- 
cluded from the circular that they were not expected to go. 

1715. What penalty could the A.R.C. impose on book- 
makers who fielded in spite of their instructions?—I do 
not know. Perhaps legally they could not have imposed 
any penalty, but it was a request from the A.R.C. that they 
expected them to stick to them in time of trouble. 

1716. Was there an impression that some penalty would 
be imposed if they ignored the request?—That was prob- 
ably the general opinion. 

1717. Mr. Curtis.] Although the bookmakers did not 
field at Kembla, it is a fact that they did not field at 
meetings of the A.R.C. They adopted a neutral attitude? - 
—Yes. ; 

1718. Mr. Gander.| Was not the reason they did not 
field because the public were not there?—That was prob- 
ably one reason. After the first day’s racing they could 
see it was useless to go there. 

1719. Mr. Mutch.] Did you field at the boycott meet- 
ing 2—On the last day I did. 

1720. Mr. Curtis.] One who fielded at Kembla is still 
fielding with the A.R.C., although he was the only one 
who went there ?—Yes. 

1721. Mr. Mutch.] Did he receive a letter from the 
A.R.C. because he fielded there?—I have not heard that 
he did, 


James Barnes, manufacturer, and chairman of Tattersall’s 


Club, and President of the N.S.W. ‘Trotting Club, 


sworn and examined: 

1722. Chairman.] What do you want to say ?—Having 
known Mr. Frank Morris and Mr, Frank Hill for 25 years 
or longer, J was concerned when I heard that Mr. Morris 
had been defamed before this committee. I was closely 
associated with him 20 years ago. We started the trotting 
elub, and Mr. Morris was appointed a stipendary steward. 
I was on the committee. 
thoroughly. 
men to go on when, as he said himself, he had not suf- 
ficient evidence against them to justify him in disquali- 
fying them. I never knew him to be vindictive. Some 
of those men, when they got away, boasted of it, and even 
then I never knew Mr. Morris to be spiteful. Ife would 
say sometimes, “If you give them plenty of rope they will 
come back again.” J never heard him say one vindictive 
word to men who were brought before him. I think he is 
the most even-tempered man J ever saw on a racecourse. 
No men have tried harder to clean up pony racing than 
Frank Hill and Frank Morris, although there was as much 
difference between the two men as between daylight and 
dark. Mr. Morris was the perfect type of man for the 
position of stipendiary steward. 

1723. Mr. Curtis.] Mr. Morris is absent from the State, 
and IJ understand Mr. Hill is too ill to come before the 
committee. Mr. Richards, who made allegations against 
Mr. Morris, was apparently disqualified by your trotting 
club in 1910. Were you connected with it then ?—Yes. 

1724. Were the circumstances serious ?—Yes, it was one 
of the hottest things I have ever heard of. It was in con- 


nection with a black gelding named Waratah. I remember 
that Mr. Richards gave the horse to a bookmaker to go on 


with, and then pencilled himself. 


1725. Mr. Mutch.] It has been suggested that Frank © 


Morris either “welched” or was chased off the course ?—I 
will stake my reputation that he did not. 

1726. Did he ever run trotters ?—Yes, before I knew him. 

1727. Do you know of his ever having got finto any 
trouble ?—No. 

1728. You never said he ran trotters on leaden shoes ?— 
No. 
1729. Mr. Main.] Would Mr. Richards remember what 
happened 37 years ago at the driving park?’—I could not 
say. 

1730. Mr. Cann.] You say that Mr. Frank Morris was 
never a bookmaker #-Yes. 


TUESDAY, 11 DECEMBER, 1923. 
tiresent: — 


Mr. O°'HALLORAN (ty THE CuHarn). 


Mr. FRANK BURKE, 
Mr. MUTCH, 
Me. 


Mr. GOLDSTEIN, 
Mr. MAIN, 


GEORGE CANN. 


Mr. W. J. Curtis, Barrister-at-Law (instructed by Mr. Collins), on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs. 
Mr. Gander, for the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association. 


William Bull, Officer in Charge of Public Companies, Depart- 
ment of the Registrar-General, sworn and examined :— 
1731. Chatrman.] You were asked to supply the names 
of the shareholders in the associated racing clubs, and 
the number of shares held by each shareholder. Have you 
that information ?--Yes. J produce first the first return 
of shareholders, under section 20 of the Companies Act, 
1899, in the Kensington Recreation Co., Ltd., up to 
Sist January, 1910. The names of the shareholders and the 
shares held by them at that period are as follow :—_N. S. C. 
Berry, 38; Ann J. Bradshaw, 80; Mary A. Brennan, 
38; J. Bush, 160; R. T. Carter, 342; Executors, Mrs. 
P. H, Clark, 160; A. W. Deverson, 16; Executors, Mrs. EB, 


Gooding, 88; H. Harris, 2,000; A. Harris, 2,000; 8. H. 


Harris, 1,000; Harris, Beatrice, 2,000; Harris, BH. 83 
2,000: Marks, M., 2,000; Marsh, Deborah, 1,000; Harris, 
C. J. 2,000; Harris, A. J., 2,000; Pomeroy, J., 2,000; 
Harris, H. §., Marks, M., and Harris, H., 200; (-Hulj 
W. C., 2,000; Levy, H. §., 11,282; O'Neill, Margaret 
80; Simpson, BE. P., 1,000; Allcock, G. T., 390; Harris, 
L. H. L. 4,222; Forster, G. C., 160; MacCartney, Mite 
Melbourne, 8,576; Cotter, W. H., 38; Phillips, L., 3,200; 
Hall, W. R., 4,288; Bennett, E., 2,496; Walsh, P. Wa 
1,186; Pateson, H., 260; Pope, F. B., 1,0005 sr oie 


Emily E., 1,000; Kelso, W., 2,000; Earnshaw, I., 2,000; 


Calder, F., 5,400; Kelso, Mrs, Emily, 1,996; Marks, 


I knew Mr.- Morris’s character ~ 
On many occasions Mr. Morris has allowed © 
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T. J., 3,000; Yardley, H., 38; Syme, A. J., 800; Buchanan, 
A., 2,200; Walters, Nora, 2,000; Thomson, A. A., 6,200; 
Ringrose, P., 1,200; Burke, May, 400; Burke, P., 4,600; 
Dowling, Minnie, 1,150; Cranny, M., 2,000; Greaves, C. E., 
200; Hacket, J., 2,000; Hill, F., 1,400; Beales, Martha 
Ann, 2,080; Pope, G. H., 1,250; Pope, C. J., and Emily 
Kelso, 1,250; Jones, F. B., and Emily Kelso, 1,250; Jones, 
M. R., and Emily Kelso, 1,250; Pateson, H., and Emily 
Kelso, 1,688; Russell, J., 150; Benjamin, E. A., 1,000; 
Davis, G. H., 2,000; Forsyth, W., 1,000; Bingham, Hileen 
M., 100; Bingham, H., 600; Solomon, D. A., 650; Lewison, 
C. H., 650; Murphy, D. J., 2,700; Edwards, J., 2,000; 
Lewis, W. J., 300; Kenyon, F., 300; Jones, W. J., 500; 
Edwards, Jessie, 1,000; Morris, F. P., 1,500: Welshman, G. 
1,800; Greaves, Evelyn Jane, 1,000; Dunn, A., 100; Dunn, 
J. H., 100; Ashton, G. J., 500; Hart, J., 2,800; Moses, 
H. J., 3,000. There are eighty-one original shareholders. 
As far as I know that list is the first that was compiled. 


1732. What is the total number of shares allotted to 
those shareholders ?—Up to the 31st January, 1910, 151,152. 


They were 5s. shares, and the total amount received was 
£32,788. 


1733. Can you say whether there was a subsequent 
call-up ?—No, that does not concern the Registrar-General. 


1734. Chairman.]| How many times has the company 
been reconstructed ?—I cannot say. 


1735. What is the total number of shareholders to-day ?— 
Up to 13th February, 1923, 300,000 shares had been taken 
up. There are about 138 shareholders. The capital of the 
company has been increased. At first it was £33,000, and 
it was increased by £42,000 to £75,000 by resolution passed. 
on the 26th September, 1919. 


1736. Mr. Mutch.} Do your records show whether the 
original stock was watered ? 


1737. Mr. Curtis.] You can take it that that is watered 
capital. The capital has been doubled in thirteen years by 
watering stock ?—At an extraordinary meeting of the 
members of the Kensington Recreation Grounds, Ltd., 
duly convened and held on the 26th September, 1919, at 
the registered office of the company, Sydney, special resolu- 
tions were duly passed. At a subsequent extraordinary 
general meeting of the members of the said company, also 
duly convened, and held on the 17th October, 1919, at the 
same place, the subjoined special resolutions were duly 
confirmed :— 


1. That the capital of the company be increased from £33,000 
to £75,000 by the creation of 168,000 new shares of 5s. each, ranking 
for dividend and in all other respects pari passu with the existing 
shares in the company. 

2. That 131,152 of such new shares be offered in the firat instance 
to the members of the company at par in the proportion of one new 
share to every share held by each said member on the 17th October 
next, and upon the footing that 4s. be paid to the company on each 
share on the 3lst day of October next, leaving a liability of ls. per 
share to be called up at the discretion of the directors, and that such 
offer shall remain open until the 3lst day of October next, and if 
not declined on or before that date by notice in writing to the 
secretary of the company, such offer shall be deemed to have been 
accepted. 

3. That the sum of £26,230 8s. be distributed on the 31st day of 
October next amongst members of the company by way of bonus 
in proportion to the number of shares held by them respectively 
on the 17th day of October next, being at the rate of 4s. per share. 

4. That the amount payable to any member under the last pre- 
ceding resolution shall, if no direction be given by him or her to 
the contrary on or before the 30th day of October next, be applied 
on the 3lst day of October next, another payment of the sum of 
4s. per share payable on that day on each new share allotted to 
him or her. 

5. That such new shares shall fully participate in all dividends 
to be hereafter declared by the company in proportion to the capital 
paid up on same. 

6. That the sum of £26,230 8s., mentioned in the preceding resolu- 
tion No. 3, be provided by transferring from the company’s reserves 
£14,545 of the undistributed income accumulated prior to the Ist 
day of July, 1914, and £11,685 8s. of undistributed income accumu- 
lated subsequent to that date. 

7. That the directors be and are hereby authorised to dispose of 
any shares offered under the preceding resolutions, which shall have 
been defined by a member entitled to take up the same on or before 
the day appointed by the foregoing, resolutions in that behalf to 
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Witness—W, Bull, 11 December, 1923. 


such person or persons and upon such terms as the board may deem 
most advantageous, and the premiums received from the sale of 
such shares less expenses shall be divided between the members 
who have declined to accept same pro ratz to the number of shares 
to which they would have been entitled had they accepted the pro 
portion of such shares offered to them resppectively under the fore 
going resolution in that behalf. 


ALBAN O, GrxE, Chairman of the Confirmatory 
Meeting. 
Joun UNDERHILL, Secretary to Company. 


Dated at Sydney, 20th October, 1919. 


1738. Mr. Goldstein.] Is it not necessary for a balance- 
sheet to be presented to your Department ?—A limited 
liability company, incorporated under the Companies 
Act, 1919, need not furnish the Registrar-General with a 
balance-sheet. The Ascot Recreation Company was ine 
corporated on the 9th January, 1914, with a nominal 
capital of £300,000, divided into 300,000 shares of £1 each. 
That capital has not been increased, but the compan& 
has not been reconstructed. On the 14th May, 1914, the 
number of shares taken up was 288,021. Of that numrbe 
288,014 were covered by agreement, dated 9th January, 
1914, and the amount paid in cash was £7. 


1739. Chairman.| How long would it be before cash 
was paid up ?—It would not be paid up. The shares 
are issued as fully paid. Before that are issued, you 
must file a contract in the Registrar’General’s Office to 
cover them. Otherwise, if the company went into liquida- 
tion, you would have to pay in full. 


1740. They could start off on scratch without any 
capital ?—It would appear so. 


1741. Do I understand that the capital of Ascot has not 
been increased ?—-The nominal capital is still £300,000. 


1742. What was the total number of shareholders in 
1914 2—About 200. 


1743. Have they increased ?—Yes, it would appear 
so, to about 344, in 1923. The following is a list of share- 
holders and the number of shares held: Ackland, H. J., 
156; Allen, A. W., 4,200; Bryans, W. A., 884; Ball, 
hausen, O. W., 2,982; Ward, 8. C., & Co., 500; Arnold, 
A. G. D’L. and Simms, A., 996; Baker, J. R., 400; Beeston, 
A. C., 804; Bellamy, J. R., 364; Blellock, J., 50; Booth, 
Mary A., 75; Boyce, F. R., 200; Brooks, W.. 1,602; 
Browne, H. H., 798; Bull, J. T. F., 1,000; Burton, J, W,, 
1,000; Campbell, E., 320; Campbell, J., 320; Campbell 
W., 320; Campbell, Alexander, 320; Campbell, R., 322; 
Campbell, R., 8,352; Cameron, J., 1,798; Cravigan, C. H.. 
156; Charlesworth, J. H., 1,602; Cremen, M., 100; 
Cotter, J. H., 100; Cotter, Mrs. M. H.; 600; Cotter, 
W. H.,; 80; Conway, C., 100; Cordeaux, W. H., 200; 
Conran, Miss M. K., 150; Compton, Miss A. L., 75; Comp- 
ton, O. P., 75; Cowper, C. S., 601; Cornford, 8., 392; 
Churchill, J. F., 399; Dedo, Mrs. M., 798; Dolman, Mrs. 
MP .900. Dolman, J. Re P., 400; Dole, Js, S42 480; 
Dowdell, D. L., 1,602; Dunean, J. A., 600; Dunn, A., 
656; Eaton, Mrs. B. K., 6,441; Eaton, Mrs. B. K., 1,876; 
Eaton, Miss E., 1,876; Eaton, F. C. C., 1,500; Eastwood, 
Mrs. M. A., 156; Eyles, Miss B. A., 100; Fagan, Mrs. A. I., 
1,926; Fagan, G. L., 25,311; Farmer, Mrs. B. C. A,. 
399; Fearn, F. W., 1,521; Forsyth, J. M. C., 600; Galli- 
more, Mrs. C. M., 156; Graham, Mrs. M. T., 75; Garratt, 
Miss G. B., 800; Gentle, S., 500; Gleeson, W. M., 75; 
Greaves, ©. E., 5,051; Hartigan, Mrs. M., 300; Hartigan, 
H. M., 756; Hayes, C. A., 150;,Hitchcock, W. W., 3,990; 
Hitchcock, Miss M., 150; Hitchcock, Miss E. M., 150; 
Hitchcock, Miss E. M., 100; Hickey, J. F., 75; Hodson, 
J., 156; Hoskisson, J., 2,040; Inglis, W., 900; Johnston, 
E. 22) Yotnson, D. 04.2% Jones, C.. D.; 1505: Kelly, 
E. E., 798; Lamb, A. E., 318; Lindeman, Mrs. E. H. B., 
399; Lloyd, B. B., 717; Lundin, A. C., 3,200; Lundin, C., 
2,800; Lyon, J. H. J., 200; Marshall, Mrs. M. M., 480; 
Miller, W., 156; Moore, P. J., 1,203; Moffatt, J. B., 700; 
Morrison, J. §., 200; McMahon, Miss E., 126; McMahon, 
Mrs. B., 192; McLennan, A. N., 1,600; McMillan, Miss B. 
K., 1,876; McDowell, J., 636; Nelson, P. W., 600; Nicoll, 
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A. G., 156; Northam, W., 700; Oldham, Mrs. J. W., 800; 
Oldham, M. W., 6,000; O'Reilly, H. de. B., 8,562; Paran- 
thoiene, Anne, and Paranthoiene, W., 318; Pearson, J., 
2,250; Peterkin, C. J., 2,000; Pinkstone, F., 150; Powell, 
J. C., 800; Powell, Mrs. L., 200; Rees, W. L., -804; 
Rodgers, T. J., 318; Rodgers, P., 214; Rowley, A. D. B., 
and Rowley, 0. H.,200: Rowley,O. H., and Rowley, A.D.B. 
200; Roche, J., 600; Robley.'J. G., 150; Saunders, T. A., 
200; Sharpe, C., 2,500; Swain, . P., 2,412: Spain, A., 
1.200; Self, A. W., 300; Sweetnam, Mrs. E., 1,602; 
Sheil, J., 150; Smith, J., 400; Smith, I*. J., 1,649; Smith, 
A. E., 500; Smith, Miss J. W., 300; Stiff, E., 318; Scho- 
field, A. J., 804; Schofield, B. H., 636; Seroope, Mrs. M., 
45; Scrupe, 8. G., 75; Tooth, A. W., 1,500; Thornton, 
KF. W., 150; Turner, ©. W., 1,008: Turner, A., 318; 
Tulloch, Mrs. B., 312: Tulloch, A., 3,012; Tulloch, D. A. A., 
2,810; Von Hpler, J., 1,000; Wallace, H. I.., 1,197; Wells, 
A. H., 804; Williams, Mrs. M., 318; Williams, H. Q., 
717; Williamson, D., 2,800; Wood, J. R., 1,602; Wolfen- 
den, J., 318; Yeend, A. E., 636; Kelso, W., 2,500: Kerr, 
W. T., 300; Carruthers, Lady A., and Burnett, Miss R., 
5,100; Antrobus, G. F., 585; Arnott, W., 5,707; Sullivan, 
R., and Calder, Mrs. M. f., 3,210: Cusick, “J.,. 750; 
Garratt, S., 400: Hannan, T., 800; Helder, H. F., 158; 
Molony, Mrs. J. H., 100; Meadham, A., 1,849; McNeil, 
A., 120; Peake, W. A., 1,284; Sweetnam, A. M., 3.048; 
Wren, J., 9,375; Venn, G., 804; Garratt, H., 17,595; 
Brennan, D., 400; Maas, Mrs. N. R., 7,000; Jones, Miss 
T. M., 50; Grey, G., 800; Money, Mrs. A. A. M., 1,000; 
Halley, Mrs. G. M., 400; Adams, W. J., 1,500; Wallace, 
R., 1,000; Gordon, R. H., 500; Millen, E. D., 2,000; 
Johnson, E. L., and Johnson, J., 2,000; Johnson, A. P., 
350; Jackson, W., 200; Corcoran, R., 200; Breathour, 
G., 804; Wilson, J., 1,602; Noble, M. 
cock, N. M., 75; Tilley, W. R., 13,147; Tilley, Mrs. F. E., 
400; Hitchcock, F. E., 604; Gaut, Mrs. B. A., 1,602; 
Yeend, Mrs. R., 4,636; Nash, Trustees of the late I. J., 
1,602; Payne, C. S., 402; Wilkinson, A. F., 156; Gaunt, 
R.; 21,589; Shearer, W., 200: Cowels, Mrs. O., 100; 
Heritage, F., 100; Greaves, C. W. R., 100; Greaves, 
Mrs. H. J., 500; Clark, H., 500. 


1744, Have 


Y you figures’ for the Victoria Park Racing 
Club ?—Yes. 


1 1 
That company has been reconstructed. 


Incorporated on the 16th October, 1918, the nominal: 


capital was £300,009 in 300,000 shares of £1 each. Accord- 
ing to the reeords, that capital has not been increased. 


1745. How many times has the company been recon- 
structed ?—There have been four registrations since I 
have been in the office. The shares taken up to the 
23rd July, 1915, numbered 242,739. Cash received amounted 
to £238,017 and the shares issued as fully paid up to 
£4,722. The shareholders at the 8th November, 1923, 
numbered about 250. The names and number of shares 
held, as at 27th February 1914, are as follows :— Black, 
M. A., 1,018; Leibius, G. H., ],517; Drew, W. H., 1; 
Robinson, W. W., 18,485; Timothy, F. C., 172; Kelf, J., 
2,680; Drew, W. (Estate of late), 840; Cropley, W. F., 
1,554; Cooper, W. C., 3,000; Meldrum, HE, 1. F., 1: 
Kdwards, Miss B., 1,540; Johnson, A. K., 28; Calder, F. 
(Executor late), 336; Hayes, C. A., 600; Herford, Mrs. 
A. V., 225; Thirlow, F. J.. 371; Bray, Mrs. F. M., 350; 
Mullin, N. F., 100; Kirk, R. N., and Ralston, J. T., 250; 
Brown, J., £00; Tibbey, Nellie, 70; Fagan, G. L., 3,606; 
Collum, Mrs. M. E., 11; Biles, A. L., 210; Radcliffe, H E, 
672; Lewis, Mrs. J. J., 168; Davies, Mrs. C S., 336; 
Hart, H., 168; Hannan, T., 1,568; Segur, M., 154; 
Grenowski, O., 168; Cohen, L. W., 2,500 ; Whitman, 
Miss E. A., 182; Paul, EB. 8. W., 2,520; Rabbitt, E., 
672; Fraser, R. A., 1; Smith, J. Joynton, 99,599; Hualey, 
P.,1,680; Seton, D U., 336; Cocks, A.J.,70; Browne, W. 
(Hixors.late), 11; Hartshorne, W.L.,168 ; Flood, W.A.G., 56; 
Parkes, §. G., 10,080; Lawrence, W. G., 11; Carruthers, 
Lady, and R Burnett, 1,680; Collins, A. E., 560; Gall, i 
1,070; Linklater, C. H., 280; Hayes, G., 168; Gall, Annic, 


A., 2,102; Glass- 


50; Tierney, N. A., 140; Rich, L., 2,940; MacIntosh, J. H., 
280; Walker, H. G. F., 150; Gibbs, J., 2,800; Cohen, 8., 709; 
Raby, F,, 420; Johnson, W E., 20; Oakley, F. T. Ha 
140; Charleworth, J. H., 280, Graham, Mis. A. K., 2083 
Alston, W., 5,152; Gruber, A., 210; Glover, A. @, 560; 
Bray, A., 1,050; Higman, Miss H. H. 70; Northam, W., 
1,960; Paul, Mrs. R., 420; Clift, H. A., 440; Hollander) 
A. A., 280; Hollander, L. L., 280; Higman, Mrs. M. H., 
105; Higman, W. H.,-140; Douglass, W., 700; Deusbury, 
J. W., 560; Roberts, W., 2,102; Douglass, 8. J., 280; — 
Whatley, D. H., 140; Webber, H. J., 100; Baker, J, Bi” 
280; Rutherford, A. H., 200; Usher, A. J., 2,828; Gray, 
J. O., 280; Wright, G., 280; Rutherford, Mrs. W. L., 1005 
Cordeanx, W. H., 800; Trautwein, T. 0., 1,050; Ste 
Ansell, R., 140; Dawson, H., 560; Maitland, Sir Herbert, 
840; Smith, F. J., 250; Major, E. H., 140; Walker, I. F., 
420; Macintesh, Mrs. I. B., 560; Major, A., 140; Roche, ~ 
J., B60; Madge, T. C., 280; Flashman, J, 7) 1,680; 
Segur, F., 14; Derrim, D., 70; Gall, Mrs. H. J., 4203 
Wigley, H. T., 252; Rabey, Mrs J., 420; Davidson, © 
ii. G., 280; Hay, G. 8. 140: Yates, “Feaaen Mastor, 
W., 336; Parker, Mrs. E., 336; Owen, Miss R., ¥0;" 
Rogalsky, Miss M., 85; Rogalsky, Mrs. P., 70: Owen,” 
Mrs. C., 140; Conran, Miss M., 70; Hain, H., 70; © 
James, H., 800; Boot, Mrs. E., 420; Kelly, T., 280; 
MacPherson, H., 140; Wright, G. W., 400; Alley, A. V., 
1,000; Corner, F. A., 1,400; Cowper, W. R., 140; Shepherd, 
F., 560; McLauchlin, W. J., 420; Colton “Bee 
Amphlett, F., 133; Owen, Mrs. B. E., €5; Kelso, W.. = 
2,800; Moss, E., 2,900; Johnson, J:, 2,800; Davies, A., 
1,400; Morris, J., 700; Jago, E. J., 2,380; Burton, J. W., 
280; Capper, H. H., 280; Capper, Mrs. A. 8., 280; Capper, 

K. E., 140; Williamson, J., 500; Moxham, H. C., 500; 
Kelso, Mrs. E., 980; Pope, F. B., 700; Nicholls, Mrs. 
M. A. 8., 350; Blackwood, J., 700; Dibble, J.. Maat 
Phillips, L D, 560; Wiuleox, W. L., 1,600; Clarke, E. F., 
70; Marks, Miss I., 200; Westcott, G. H., 140; Cognett, 
F. M., 350; Usher, Mrs D., 1,400; Bell, R.A, gbQg5 
Waring, W. B., 140; White, J. T., 140; Owen, Miss D. B., 
35; Owen, Miss M. P., 35; Thurlow, A.8., 85; Rowthorn, 
Miss P. A., 35; Rowthorn, H. J., 210; Rowthorn, Miss 
L. W., 35; Hosford, J., 280; Edwards, A., 140; Leete, 
J. C., 5,460; Carey, E., 280; Baumasche, Mrs. M., 140; 
Karnshaw, I., 840; Corcoran, J M., 910; Tartakover, A. J., 
210; Penny, C. H., 140; Kennedy, T., 140; Hayes, Mrs. O, 
240; Herford, EH. R., 710; Williamson (Hxors. late J.), 
2,800; Maas, N., 420; Gruber, L., 70; McDonagh, J. H., 
105; Jones, A. B., 70; Moscs, F, A. & W., 560; Little, 
W.A., 280; Curtiss, A., 140. 


1746. What is the number of shareholders and shares 
held in the Rosebury Park Club ?—The Rosebery Park . 
Company was incorporated on the 16th September, 1911. 
The company has not been reconstructed. The nominal 
capital at first was £140,000, divided into 140,000 shares 
of £1 each, According to the latest return that is still the 
capital. The whole of the money is represented by an agree- 
ment dated 11th October, 1911. 


1747. How much has been paid ?—Nothing. Money 
was considered as paid according to the record. Par. No. 
3 of the memorandum of articles of association of the 
Rosebury Park Recreation Company states that the objects 
for which the company was established are :— 


To acquire and take over as a going concern the business of race- 
course proprietors now carried on at Rosebery Park, Sydney, in. 
the State of New South Wales, by Andrew Archibold, Thomson, 
James Murtough, Michael Gearin, James Tho-nton, and Jerome 
Dowling, under the name firm or style of the Rosebery Racecourse 
Company, and all or any any of the assets and liabilities of the 
proprietors of that business in connection therewith and with a 
view thereto, to enter into the agreement referred to in clause 2 
hereof. 


1748. What is the number of shareholders }—According 
to the first return made up to 6th February, 1912, there 
were 7 in the Rosebery Racecourse Co. Ltd., and according 


_ $6 the rettitn made up to 9th March this year, there were 44. 


Up to the 6th February, 1912; the names of shareholders 
and ntimber of shares held are: Thomson, A. A., 43, 748; 
Underhill; J.,1; Fenton, G. J.,1; Gearin, M. and Gearin, 
Bridget, 35,000; Murtough, J., 26,250; Thornton, J., 
17,500; Dowling, J., 17,500. 

Para. 2 of the agreement dated 14th September states :— 

According to the agreement dated 14th September, 1911, part 
of the consideration of the saidsale shall be a sum of £139,998; which 
shall be paid and certified as follows :— 

By the allotment to the vendors or their nominees of 139,968 
fully paid-up shares in the capital of the company of £1 each, of 
which 43,748 shall be allotted to the said Andrew Archibold Thomson, 
35,000 to the said Michael Gearin, 26,250 to the said James Murtough, 
17,509 to the said James Thornton, and 17,500 to the said Jerome 
Dowling. 

1749. You would have a record of the exchanges in 
sates ?—Yes, but we do not know where they go to. 

1750. You would not have a record of the fluctuations in 
values of the shares ?—No 

1751. Mr. Goldstein.] You have no record of dividends 
paid by an, >f these companies ?—No. As regards the 
presentation of balance-sheets not being required, take, for 
instance, a company like David Jones, Ltd., which does not 
supply the Department with a balance-sheet. A proprie- 
tary company incorporated in Melbourne, which carries on 
business in this State, must lodge its annual balance-sheet 
with the Registrar-General here. A person in Melbourne 
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who cannot get information tespecting the company can 
pay 28. and get it at our office. 


Earnest George Hayes, Clerk, Revenue Branch, Depart- 
ment of The Treasury, sworn and examined : 

1752. Chairman.] I understand that you have prepared 
a statement showing the amounts paid to the Treasury by 
the four associated racing clubs during the last ten years !—- 
Yes information is as follows :-— 


RacEcouRSE ADMISSION TAX. 


In operation from lst October, 1920. 


Amounts received from the undermentioued Racing Clubs. 


Period. 

1 gt ina” |t duly, 1921, t | July, 1922, toll July, 1923, to 

Club. ‘y921. » | 30 June, 1922. | 30 June; 1923. | 31 Oct., 1928. 

Pi) eras |< oe ene 

= Ep cs ty 3 Ba 3 50 

3 2) 3 a ] =] ro) 

S a a r= 7 a a 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Ascot .| 5,658 |3,406| 7,598 |4,312) 5,792 3,523) 2,208 |1,465 
Kensington ...... 5,331 |3;137| 8,340 5,414| 6;879 |4;587| 1,824 |1,290 
Roseberry..:.....: 6,046 (3,725! 6,978 |3,932) 6,324 £,018| 1,508 | 876 
Victoria Park ...| 5,789 |3,559| 8,663 fete 7,143 dag 1,547| 971 


TOTALISATOR RETURN. 


In operation from April, 1917. 


Period. 


April, 1917, to |Lst July, 1917. folist July, 1918, tol 4° ITY, 1928, lst guty, 1920;to |tst July, 1921,to|Lst July, 1922. to |iat July, 1923, to 
| 80th June, 1917.| 30th June, 1918.|30th June, 1919.| °° we 30th June, 1921, [30th June, 1922. |30th June, 1923. | 31st Oct., 1923. 
Club, " fist 
Sa 2) ea 5 ssi 9S 2 & 5 ea o 38 iS) 3B S) BE 5 
ae =, £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ FJ £ £ 2 Fi 
ASCOT— : 
Percentage of Investment | 1,981 | 1,182 | 6,796 | 3,883 |11,771) 6,726 |17,089 9,765|*67,37| 3,849 |20,320| 7,902 |17,883) 6,954 | 5,655 | 2,199 
15,432! 6,001 
‘Fractions, April, 1917, to 
November, 1920 ......... 51 1,135 1,670 2,853 666 
Unclaimed Dividends, e 
April, 1917, to Novem- 
PGE REO Pec atenan cast ote eke 15 118 187 324 54 ‘ 
KENSINGTON— 
Percentage of Investment | 1,052} 601 | 5,225 | 2,986 | 9,638 5,519 21,938}12,536) 8,370) 4,782 |24,187| 9,406 19,769) 7,688 | 5,452 | 2,120 
5 12,859} 4,993 
Fractions, April, 1917, to : 
November, 1920 ..:...... a €2 825 1,087 2,064 826 a 
Unclaimed Dividends, 
April, 1917, to Novem. 
Woes teed Oto cerrslep'sels ocico. 00s 39 sil 239 342 70 . 
ROSEBERY— 
Percentage of Investment | $43 | 539 | 4,793 | 2,739 | 9,330) 5,331 \17,202) 9,829 9,733|5,561*/19,935) 7,752 |17,715] 6,889 | 2,662 | 1,035 
13,09215,091 
Fractions, April, 1917, to 
November, 1920 ....... 66 769 929 1,567 898 Bee he es Bae wad aed 
Unclaimed Dividends, 
April, 1917, to Novem- 
eras O20 s., wakeweaetee 33 120 198 160 79 : 
VICTORIA PARK— 
Percentage of Investment.| 662 | 378 | 4,922 | 2,813 | 9,056) 5,175 |21,882|12,504) 9,392) 5,366 |25,497) 9,915 | 20,865) 8,115 | 4,005 | 1,557 
13,761) 5,351 
Fractions, April, 1917, to | 
November, 1920 .......... 66 713 861 1,903 843 . 
Unclaimed Dividends, 
April, 1917, to Novem- 
PCRS LEER ac na. cas cinaciet 14 200 278 230) 70 


Note.— Frac 


tions and unelaimed Divideuds paid to Treasury to November, 1920, retained by Club 


after that date, but 


3 no record kept at Treasury. 
# Percentage Ist July to 30th November, 192):—To Treasury 7 per cent, to Clab 4 per cent.; Ist December, 19°0, to date-— 
Treasury 9 per cent., to club 34 per cent., and fractions and uuclaimed Dividends. 


1753. Mr. Mutch.) What is the amount of admission tax? 
—-33 2d. to the paddock, ladies 1s. 9d. For the Jeger it is Is. 


1754. Have you in your department information as to 
the number of tickets for which the tax 1s paid ?—Yes. 


1755. How do you arrive at the amount to be held by 
tne clubs and that to be held by the Treasury !—The 


original Act provided for 11 per cent. to be deducted from 
the totelizator inv-stinenis. 7 per cent. went to the 
Government, and 4 per cent. to the clubs—3 per cent. is 
cominission and ft per cent. sinking fund towards the 
expenses of installing the totalizator. 

1756. What about the fractions ?—They were paid to the 
Government up to Novemober, 1920, when the new Act was 
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passed, under which they were retained by the clubs. Under 
the new Act unclaimed dividends are kept by the clubs. 
The clubs used to get 4 per cent. Now they do not get 
the 1 per cent. for the sinking fund, but they receive the 
unclaimed dividends and fractions. That is since 1920. 


1757. What is the total percentage deducted from the 
amounts paid in ?—124. The Government gets 9 per cent. 
from the metropolitan and suburban and Newcastle clubs, 
and associated pony clubs. 


1758. When did the clubs get 3 per cent., plus fractions, 
ans unclaimed dividends ?—From 1920 the clubs received 
3} per cent., plus fractions. and unclaimed dividends. 


1759. Can you tell us what amount the Government 
recelves in bookmakers’ fees ?—Yes. The amounts re- 
ceived by the Government from the four clubs over the 
period as stated were as follows:—Year ending June, 


L917, £9;3898 71085-71918, £10,499 <p 19100821 7,6135 10s" 
1920, £27,948 10s.; 1921, £28,865; 1922, £26,316; 1923, 
£26,905. Those are the amounts the Government received, 


and the clubs retain a similar amount. 


1760. Mr. Curtts.] All these revenues are collected with- 
out the cost of one penny to the Government ? —Not quite, 
but at less cost than any other revenus. 


1761. As a matter of fact the clubs pay not only the cost 
of erecting the totalizator, but that of police protection ?— 
Yes 

1762. And in insuring that the money arrives safe at the 
Treasury ?—I presume so. 

1763. I understand that the Government appreciates the 
way the pony clubs carry on their books ?—Yes, we have 
had no trouble with the pony clubs. They keep their 
books, and furnish their returns promptly and efficiently. 


1764. You regard the system as being as good, if not 
better, than most other clubs ?—It is a very good system. 
We have nothing to complain of. The pony clubs give us 
no trouble. Some other clubs do. 

1765. The clubs have to provide capital for the installa- 
tion of their totalisators, and they do it very well ?—-They 
work very efficiently on the pony courses. 


1766. The 1 per cent. allowed by the Government was 
found to be insufficient to pay the capital expended on 
the totalisators ?—I do not know. 

1767. If you want assistance in connection with matters 
generally, you often go to Mr. Underhill for information?— 
Yes, he will give us what information he can. 

1768. Mr. Burke.] What system is adopted to safeguard 
the operations of the totalisator against dishonest practices? 


TUESDAY, U8 


I have heard it said that when an outsider “ gets 
home” it is possible for those operating the totalisator to 
put twenty or thirty on the outsider when possibly there was 
only one ?—I do not think there is any possibility of that 
happening. The Manager of the totalisator watches these 
things carefully, and the Government has inspectors there 
to watch the totalisator at every meeting. They are there 
in the public interest. We have never found any attempts 
to defraud the Government. 

1769. Mr. Mutch.] Are those inspectors officers of the 
Treasury Department ?—Ycs. 

1770. Mr. Main.] Are not some of the machines 
locked ?—Yes. The moment the bell goes, an electric button 
is touched, and the automatic machine cannot issue another 
ticket. The officials of the pony clubs watch their total- 
izator very efficiently, and the racks on which the tickets 
hang are taken from the sellers immediately the bell rings. 
You hear people say that the figures are wound up after the 
race starts, but they are really being adjusted for the next 
race. 

1771. Mr. Curtis.] Police 
race meetings ?—Yes. 

1772. You never saw anything wrong with the working 
of the totalisator on the pony courses ? —No. 


1773. Mr. Mutch.| Do you go to the races frequently {— 
Yes, officially. I go there to watch the working of the 
totalisator 

1774. Mr. Gander.] Who pays the officials from the 

reasury—you or the A.R.C. ?—The Government pays the 
totalizator officials. There are two. 

1775. Chairman.] It must take a bit of watching ?— 
When there are two meetings on the one day, one goes to 
each course. 

1776. It must be a pretty big job for one man ?—It is. 

1777. Mr. Mutch.| Who do the police work for as regards 
taking records of the totalisator ?—The Government. 
They have no right inside the totalisator building. They 
make any comments they think necessary as to the conduct 
of the totalisator. 

1778. Have they never reported anything wrong ?— 
No. They did report that the Victoria Park totalisator 
was not working satisfactorily, but we knew that. The 
machine was worked on a different basis. The actual 
dividends were paid out correctly, but the figures shown 
on the outside were sometimes incorrect. 

1779. Mr. Curtis.| That was an electric machine?—Yes. 
An automatic machine has now been installed. The club 
spent about £8,000 in putting in this new machine. 


officers are always present at 


DECEMBER, 1923. 


Present: — 


Mr. MUTCH, 
Mr. GEORGE CANN, 
Mr, MAIN, 


Mr. Collins, on behalf of the Associated Racing Clubs. 


Mr. OPHALLORAN (tn THE Cuatr). 
| , 


Litut.-Cot. RUTLEDGE, 
Mr. GREIG, 
Mr. GOLDSTEIN, 


Mr. Gander, for the Pony Owners and Trainers’ Association. 


William Bull, Officer in Charge of Public Companies, 
Neoieewent of the Registrar-General, recalled and 
further examined :— 


1780. Chairman.] You have prepared certain further 
information respecting the four associated racing clubs ?— 
Yes. It is as follows :— 


Lorn’s Grounp Synpicate, Lirrep. 
Incorporated 27th January, 1905, to acquire certain 
lands at North Botany known as Lord’s Ground, to carry 
on business of a racecourse, &e. Nominal capital £3,000— 
in 2,000 shares of 303. each, According to a return of share- 


holders made up to 1st June, 1905, 200 shares were taken 
up, and 10s. per share was paid on them. ‘There were 
thirty-three shareholders. Their names are as follow— 
also shares held :—Antrobus, G. F., 20; Johnson, E. L., 10; 
Johnson, L. C., 14; Fagan, Geo. L., 10; Tilley, W. R., 10; 
Arnott, W., 10; McCoy, E. E., 10; Nipper, G., 5; Muir, W., 
8; Crocker, A. W., 6; Stack, E. N., 5; Payne, C. 8. L., 5 

Tulloch, D. A. A., 5; McWilliam, W., 5; Fearn, F. W., 5; 
Buttertield, J.,5; Honnor, E. A., 5; Johnson, J., 5; Glover, 
D. A., 5; Slattery, D. A., 5; Pearson, J., 4; Pearson, Jos., 
4; Moores, T., 4; Peake, W. A., 4; Lee, J. J., 3; Hughes, 
T. J., 3; Thomas, A.; 2; Farthing, A. A., 2; Tulloch;Alyee 
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Brooks, W., 5; Brothwood, H.'S., 1; Garratt, H., 5; 
Kelly, W. M., 5. According to a list of members as at 
31st July, 1907, there were thirty-four shareholders. This 
was the last list filed. By resolution, dated 10th January, 
1908, the company went into liquidation, having achieved 
the objects for which the company was formed. 

J. BUTTERFIELD, Chairman. 

EK. L. Jounson, Secretary. 
Tur Kensincton Recreation Grounps Company, Liurrep. 

No. 1.—Incorporation, 5th July, 1895. Nominal capital 
£12,500, in 50,000 shares of 5s. each. On 380th November, 
1895, there were 42,500 shares taken up. There were 
forty-one shareholders then. According to the latest list 
filed on 8th December, 1908, and made up to 30th October, 
1908, there were 65,587 shares taken up, £6,147 10s. was 
paid in cash, and £10,249 5s. was deemed to be paid. 
There were forty-two shareholders. On 30th April, 1909, 
a resolution for winding-up was passed, with a view to 
reconstruction, and this company was finally wound-up at 
a meeting held on 24th September, 1909. 

No. 2.—Information regarding the present company 
was obtained on 11th instant. 

Original shareholders in the Kensington Recreation 
Grounds Company, Limited, as at 30th November, 1895 :— 
Ackman, S., 8,300; Alcock, T. M., 250; Berry, N.S. C., 12; 
Blomfield, A. G., 2,090; Bradshaw, G. H., 25; Brennan, 
ett; Bush, J., 50; Carter, R. T:, 2,090; Clark, G. K., 
1,340; Clark, R. .A., 50; Clark, W.., 2,090; Delgratta, L., 12; 
Deverson, A. W., 5; Floyd, Mrs. A., 25; Gooding, Mrs. E., 
12; Harris, H., 10,457; Hill, W. C., 2,090; Jones, J. C., 10; 
Kelso, W., 2,090; Levy, H. S., 4,182; Meyer, E., 2,090; 
Mountford, J. W., 55; Nicholas, D., 10; Newmarch, L. A., 
50; O'Neill, J., 25; Rowley, G. B., 1,250; Stanley, M., 10; 
Seott, H. A., 100; Simpson, FE. P., 2,090; Snowball, G., 12; 
Yardley, W., 12; Smellie, W. T., 30; Brown, A., 30; Turn- 
bull, A., 30; Wiseheart, A. C., 1; Sims, A., 1; Wood, E., 1; 
Mara, P., 5: Forster, Lz J., 1; Talbot, C. ©. L, 1; 
Denmeade, J., 1—41 names, 42,500 shares. 


Tne Ascor Ractna Cuius, Liuitep. 

Incorporated 24th June, 1905. Capital £15,000, in £1 
shares. Lord’s Ground was purchased for Lord’s Ground 
Syndicate, Ltd., and such syndicate was allotted £2,000 
fully paid shares in consideration fcr-the sale, under 
agreement dated 17th February, 1905. According to the 
first return made up to 20th September, 1906, the nominal 
capital was £15,000—£1 shares. 15,000 shares were taken 
up, 2,000 under agreement, and £6,902 10s. paid in cash. 
There were 275 shareholders at 20th September, 1906, and 
on 11th September, 1908, there were about 144, a great 
number having transferred their shares. The capital was 
not increased. On 16th February, 1909, a resolution for 
winding-up the company with a view to reconstruction 
was passed. 

H. Garratt, Chairman. 

Original shareholders in The Ascot Racing Club, 
Limited, as at 20th September, 1906 :—-Antrobus, G. F., 65; 
Arnott, W., 100; Brennan, S., 200; Brooks, W., 50; Broom- 
field, A., 5; Brothwood, H. S., 20; Butterfield, A., 30; 
Butterfield, J., 50; Campbell, R., 10; Crocker, A. W., 60; 
Duncan, Jr., J. A., 20; Fagan, G. L., 175; Fagan, 1oAS 18: 
Farthing, A. A., 20; Fearn, F. W., 50; Gardiner, J., 15; 
Garratt, H., 100; Gaut, R., 100; Glover, D. A., 50; Gollan, 
T., 10; Grills, T. H., 10; Hayes, C. A., 5; Helder, H. F., 5; 
Hitchcock, W. W., 50; Hodson, J., 5; Hopson, N. HDs 
40: Hughes, T. J., 30; Johnson, FE. L., 110; Johnson, J., 
50; Johnson, L. C., 110; Kelly, W. M., 130; Kerry, C. H., 
20; Lee, F. M., 30; Lucas, J., 5; Lundin, ‘A. C.,°15; 
Marshall, M. M., 10; Moores, T., 40; Muir, W., 40; McCoy, 
E. E., 100; McDonald, A., 5; McDonald, R. G., 5; 
McDowell, J., 20; McHugh, L. R., 20; MeWilliam, W., 50; 
Nelson, P. W., 50; O’Keefe, J., 5: Payne, Go's. LL, 50; 
Peake, W. A., 40; Pearson, J., 40; Pearson, Jos., 40; 
Prosser, W. T., 5; Prosser, A. D., 5; Schofield, A. J., 25; 
Schofield, E. H., 20; Slattery, D. A., 50; Smith, fea pees of 
Tilley, W. R., 150; Tulloch, A., 65; Tulloch, D, A. A., 50; 
Turner, ©. W., 40; Yeend, A. E., 20; Abbott, R. J., 5; 
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Ackland, H. J., 10; Anderson, J., 10; Anderson, M., 5; 
Antrobus, G. F., 5; Armstrong, W., 25; Arnott, W., 25; 
Artingstall, W. J., 50; Aston, A. G., 20; Atkins, E., 10; 
Ballhausen, O. W., 100; Bateman, F., 23; Bayley, E. A., 
80; Beckett, R., 50; Beeston, A. C., 50; Bell, R. A., 10; 
Bennett, E., 20; Blake, E. T., 25; Booth, M. A., 5; Booth, 
S. H., 15; Boyle, J., 40; Breathom, G. A., 50; Brennan, J., 
500; Brewer, G. W., 10; Bridge, A., 100; Bridge, L. G., 
100; Brothwood, H. S.,5; Broughton, F. H. G., 20; Brown, 
D., 10; Brown, E., 10; Brown, Ellen, 30; Brown, Elsie, 10; 
Brown, Melba, 10; Brown, O., 10; Browne, Major, 50; 
Butterfield, J., 50; Byrne, P. J., 30; Callaghan, W. B., 10; 
Cameron, J., 50; Campbell, R., 500; Campbell, W., 100; 
Chambers, —. C., 10; Charlesworth, J. H., 100; Christey, 
G. R.,. 25; Churchill, J. _F., 25; Clancy, R. W.,) 2002 
Compton, A. L., 5; Compton, O. P.; 5; Connell, R., 203. 
Copley, A., 5; Cornford, S., 10; Cravigan, C. H., 10; 
Cregan, J., 10; Cusick, J., 50; Davidson, W., 10; Day, 
W. J., 50; Dedo, M., 50; Denton, A., 20; Dight, A. C., 50; 
Doel, J. 8., 80; Dolman, J. R. P., 50; Dolman, M. P., 150; 
Dowdell, D. L., 100; Drew, W. H., 25; Eastwood, M. A., 
10; Eaton, G. W., 50; Edwards, W., 100; Evans, D. S., 
200; Everett, W., 20; Fagan, C. C., 5; Fagan, G. L., 534; 
Fagan, I.G., 100; Farmer, B.C.A., 25; Fearn, F. W., 35; 
Ferrif, M., 10; Fitzpatrick, W., 5; Frost, R., 10; Galli- 
more, G., 10; Gates, M.A., 50; Garratt, B. F., 10; Garratt, 
H., 380; Garratt, S., 10; Gaut, R., 370; Gibson, \C. :‘W., 25; 
Glasseock, G., 5; Gleeson, J., 10; Glover, DA., 10; God- 
dard, R. E., 10; Goer, E., 20; Gollan, T., 200; Graham, 
M. T., 5; Grigson, C. W., 100; Grigson, E., 25; Grigson, | 
J.S., 25; Gustavson, E., 10; Gustavson, M. G., 20; Hadley, 
B., 120; Hegarty, J.F., 50; Hickey, J. F., 5; Hitchcock, 
W. W., 200; Hopson, L., 10; Jamieson, H. B., 25; Johnson, 
E. C., 200; Johnson, J., 25; Jones, C. D., 10; Jones, W., 
5; Kay, J., 5; ‘Kean, G. W., 5; Kelly, E. ‘E., 50; Kelly, 
Wao 33100 a Killorn, .Je' 202 Kops; S525; lamb, Aon. 
20; Lamb, C. S., 20; Lewis, C. A., 50; Lindeman, E. FI. B., 
25; Lloyd, B. B., 45; Lucas, J., 500; Lundin, A. C., 400; 
Manning, L. C., 50; Marshall, M. M., 10; Mayo, A. E., 11; 
Miller, H., 20; Miller, W., 10; Miler, W. J., 200; 
Morton, “Di; -100= | Muir,~ W.n) 832. Murray,. W.,, 25; 
McDiarmid, J. J., 25; McDonald, A., 20; McDonald, J., 20; 
McDonald, R. G., 10; McMahon, A. J., 2; McMahon, 
B., 12; McMahon, E., 8; Nathan, D., 10; Nathan, L., 
50; Nelson, T. T., 60; Noble, 'M. A., 100; O’Neill, J., 10; 
Tayler, J. H., 100; Paranthoiene, F., 20; Paranthoiene, J., 
10; Papworth, M. B., 50; Paston, G., 20; Pearson, J., 60; 
Peterkin, C. J., 50; Pickering, R. F., 100; Pinkstone, F., 
10; Rea, E., 10; Rees, L., 50; Richards, W., 25; Robinson, 
A. E., 10; Robinson, G., 5; Robinson, J. A., 50; Robley, 
J. G., 10; Rodgers, P., 10; Rodgers, T. J., 20; Roeder, J. T. 
100; Rowan, J., 110; Ryan, M., 20; Saunders, T. E., 20; 
Sanderson, P. H., 5; Sawle, J., 200; Scroope, M., 3; 
Seroope, S. G., 5; Shanahan, Mary, 5; Sim, J. (Captain), 
100; Sim, Veronica, 125; Simmons, Joseph, 10; Shelton, 
George, 100; Slattery, A. I., 30; Smalley, W. M., 10; 
Smith, F. J., 100; Stevens, Wm., 20; Strange, Thos. F., 
20; Swain, E. P., 250; Sweetman, A. M., 100; Sweetman, 
R., 100; Taylor, S. W., 10; Tilley, F. E.,.25; Tilley, Wm. 
R., 100; Tulloch, A., 10; Tulloch, D. A. A., 5; Tulloch, A., 
and D. A. A., 200; Tulloch, Eve, 10; Tully, B., 200; 
Turner, A., 10; Turner, OC. W., 8; Venn, G., 50; Walder, 
S., 30; Walford, W. B., 25; Walker, A. E., 20; Wallace, 
N. L., 75; Webb, A. S., 20; Wells, A. H., 50; Wells, R. M. S., 
25; Wilkinson, A. F., 10; Williams, II. O., 40; Williams, 
M., 10; Williamson, J., 100; Wilson, J., 100; Windsor, 
A. W., 20; Windsor, A., 20; Wood, G. E., 25; Wood, 
J. R., 100; Wodward, G., 10; Wren, J., 500; Wren, Jos, 
125; Yeend, A. E., 20; Young, G., 20; Young, G. 8. A ee 
10; Nelson, E., 25. 


Ascor Racina Cuius, LIMIrep. 
(Reconstructed. ) 


Incorporated, 13th April, 1909. Nominal capital, 
£75,000—£1 shares. According to agreement dated 15th 
April, 1909, the paid up shareholders in the old compan; 
were to receive five fully paid shares for every one hel 
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by them and two fully paid shares for every partly paid up 
shares held by them, and 1 £1 share credited as paid up 
to 10s. each. According to a return—the only one filed, 
made up to 15th February, 1910—51,000 shares were taken 
up; these were in pursuance of agreement dated 15th 
April, 1909. These amounted to £45,000. There were 
about 135 shareholders. On 29th December, 1910, a reso- 
lution was passed for winding up the company with a view 
to reconstruction, This resolution was filed on 2nd 
February, 1911. 
R. Gaur, 


Chairman. 


Ascot RACECOURSE AND RECHRAHON Grounps CoMPANY 
Limitep (Reconstructed). 

Incorporated 4th February, 1911. Nominal capital, 
£175,000—£1 shares. According to Agreement dated 10th 
February, 1911, the shareholders in the old Company were 
to receive threé fully paid shares for every one fully paid 


share and for each partly paid wp share, ohe £1 
fully paid share and one paid up to 10/ each. According 


to a return made up to 14th March, 1912, there were about 
184 shareholders. One hundred and fifty thousand and 
seven shares were taken up and 144,000 of these were 
issued in pursuance of agreement dated 10th February, 
1911, and £7 was not paid on the seven signatory share- 
holders. According to the last list of shareholders there 
were 174 holders—and the same conditions existed as 
regards the payment of shares. There were 150,007 shares 
taken up. On Sth December, 1913, a resolution for 
winding up this compatiy was passed with a view to re- 
construction, &c. This resolution was filed on 30th 
December, 1913. 


H. Garratt, Chairman. 


Ascot RACECOURSE AND RECREATION Grounps LptiTep.— 
Present Company. 

Incorporated 9th January, 1914. Nominal capital 
£300,000—£1 shares. According to agreement dated 9th 
January, 1914, the holders of fully paid shares in the 
former Company were to receive two fully paid shares at 
£1 each, and the holders of partly paid shares one fully 
paid share. The number of shareholders was given on the 
11th instant. According to a ist of mortgages and charges 
filed on 12th March, 1919, this company executed a lien 
over the company’s freehold lands at Mascot—to the 
Union Bank of Australia Ltd. on 3rd December, 1918, for 
£13,000. 


Victorias Park Racine and Recreation Company, Liarrep. 
(Original Company.) 

Incorporated 5th November, 1906. Oapital £20,000 in 
£1 shares. Company acquired grounds from Sir J. J. 
Smith at yearly rental of £700 for first year; and £1,500 
during the residue of the term. Term 20 years from Ist 
October, 1906. Aceording to a return made up to 18th 
March, 1907, 3,927 shares were taken up and 16,073 shares 
were unissued. The total amount of Galis received was 
£1,764 10s. Od. There were about 51 shareholders. Aceord- 
ing to the last return filed on 23rd March, 1910, and made 
up to 18th March, 1910, there were 30,000 sharés taken up. 
According to a resolution passed on 18th July, 1907, the 
capital was imereased to £30,000—£1 each. On 15th 
December, 1910, a resolution was passed for winding up 
the company with a view to reconstruction. On 7th 
February, 1913, the company has its final meeting. 

Original shareholders, Victoria Park Raeing and 
Recreation Ground Company, 18th March, 1907—Cald- 
well, A., 20; Fleming, W. R., 50; Collum, R. S., 95; Segur, 
M., 25; Moore, H. P., 25; Ellis, A. E., 50; Shackell, P. W., 
5; Smith, Wm., 40; Paul, E. S. A., 50; Jerrems, C. A., 10; 
Sadler, M. T., 25; Kelf, J., 100; Hyland, F. A. P., 25; 
Fagan, G. L., 600; Drew, W. H.; 25; Rowling, W. H., 5 
Inglis, C. D., 25; Granowski, O., 25; Decent, W. H., 10; 
Hereford, E. R., 10; Piek, J. A. R., 25; Marks, Theo. J., 
1,000; Fisher, R.. 600; Smith, Mrs. Nellie., 50; Calder, I’ 


50; Paul, E. S. W., 200; Moore, H, P., 175; Cox, A. J., 


10; Lassetter, H. B., 50; Lassetter, A. B., 50; Smith, J, i. 
i> Hiowhe. W., J: farts. 0. b. 1: Fisher, R, 1; Sadler, 
gd GE Peuretics: W. G.; 1; Coiluih, R. §:;; e Crogal ig 
BO. Tah G. H., 25: Retthein, ©., 100; Gare F; 10; 
Burr, ao. We iae Trartenarne W. LL; 25; Aiken, A, 5; 
Kennan, L. E,, 10; Flood, W. A. G., 10; Flood, D. O’ Neill, 
50; Matson and Yates, 100; Timothy, F. C., 25; Hilliard’ 
Wt. os Conen. 1, Wo. Sac 


Viotor1d Park Racine any ReoreArion Grounps 
CompaNy Laimirep (reconstructed.) 
aNHAA Be ith . J Re 1911. _ Nominal capital, , 


+f annEy, 1911, the isidezs of shares in the old company, 
for every 10s. paid tp by him in the capital of the eld 
company, has a right to claim two fully paid £1 shares in 
the new company. According to a list of members made 
up to 24th May, 1911, there were 72,391 shares taken up; 
out of this amount, 70, 814 were issued as fully paid in 
accordance with agreement 17th January, 1911, and 
£1,045 15s. was paid up in calls. There were about fifty- 
three shareholders. On 28rd November, 1911, a resolution 
was passed for winding up the company with a view to 
reconstruction. The company held its final meeting on 

27th December, 1911. 'W. A. Tierney was the liquidator. 


Victorr4 Park Racina ann Recreation Grounps 
Company Limirep (reconstructed.) 


Incorporated 9th January; 1912. Nominal capital 
£250,000—£1 shares. According to agreement dated 12th 
January, 1912, every member in the old company received — 
two fully paid up shares at £1 each for every one fully 
paid up share of £1. According to the first list of the 
members filed, 170,007 shares were taken up to 22nd May, © 
1912. Of these, 170,000 were issued in pursuance of — 
agreement dated 12th January, 1912, and the amount of 
calls reccived amounted to £7. There were 111 share- 
holders, and according to the last list filed on 29th May, 
1918, there were about 166 shareholders. On 25th July, 
1913, resolutions for winding up were filed; these resolu- 
tions also referred to a reconstruction of the company. 
W. A. Tierney was the secretary. | 


Vicrorts Park Racine Awd Recrestion Grounds 
Company Limirep (reconstructed.) 
Incorporated i6th October, 1913. Nominal capital — 
£300,000—in £1 shares. According to an agreement dated 
28th October, 1918, the holders of shares in the old 
company received seven fully paid shares of £1 each for 
every five fully paid shares. Particulars of shares were 
received by the committee on 11th inst. There were 187 
shareholders according to the first list, made up to 23rd 
July, 1915; 242,739 shares. were taken up and out of these 
4,722 were ieghed in pursuance of agreement dated 28th 
October, 1918, and the amount of calls received amounted 
to £238,017. According to the last return, made up to 
Sth November, 1923, 242,789 shares were taken up; of 
these, 4,722 were issued in pursuance of agreement, and 
the amount paid up in calls was £238,017. This is the 
present company, and according to the reeords is still 
operating. 


Tue Rosepery Racecourse Company Limrrep. 


Incorporated 16th September, 1911. Nominal capital 
£140,000—at £1 each. The company acquired the busi- 
néss of Racecourse Proprietors, carried on by (a) Andrew - 
A. Thomson, (b) James Murtough, (c) Michael Gearin, 
(ad) James Thornton, (e) Jerome Dowhne, under the 
name of “ The Rosebery Racecourse Company,” which was 
registered as a firm on 29th June, 1903, and the name was 
changed to “Rosebery Park Racing Chub” on 2nd January, 
1907. A new member, Andrew Archibald Thompson also 
became a new member of the firm. Registered 15th 
February, 1907. According to an agreement dated 14th 


September, 1911, 139,998 shares were issued to the vendors — 


: oo? «. 1358 
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-To A. A. Thomson, 43,748; to M. Gearin, 
James Murtough, 26,250; to James Thornton, 
erome Dowling, 17,500; total, 189,998. The 
original shareholders is attached. 
shareholders at 6th February, 1912: Thomson, 
(48; Underhill, J., 1; Menton, G. J., 1; Gearin, 
00; Murtough, J., 26,250; Thornton, J., 17,500; 
J., 17,500—140,000. According to the last list 
olders, made up to 9th March, 1928, there are 


ir shareholders, and 27,350 and 650 shares were 
gS 


Witness—W. Bull, 18 December, 1923. 


transferred. Total, 28,000. Gearin M. and Gearin Bridget 
transferred 26,250 shares on 21st July, 1922, and still hold 
8,750; Dowling, Jerome, transferred 1,100 on 15th 
September, 1922, and still holds 13,900; Garvin, E. A., 
sold 200 shares on 19th December, 1922, and holds none 
now; Robinson, J. W., sold 450 on 15th September, 1922, 
and holds none now. 

1781. Mr. Collins.| The Lords Ground Syndicate, 
Limited, became the Ascot Club?’—Yes. It has been 
incorporated four times. 


So a ee Ae Re ees ek 
Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1924. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


NSE OW S.O.0 7D Hee Waset hs: 


SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND TRUST. 


(STATEMENT OF. RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1923.) 


~ 


Printed wnder No. | Report from Printing Committee, 6 September, 1923. 


SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND TRUST. 
StaTEMENT of Receipts and Expenditure for the year ended 30th June, 1923. 


Dr. Cr. 
me 28d, feat d. | | Coo aaa PAS We 
; | | 
SEGA AS ibe L/D 2e ec cesweroVehily da reisesnceee _ 8,906 7 0 || By Maintenance, and general up-| 
| | keep of Ground, buildings, &c., | 
», Cricket, Football, and other | including salaries and wages...) 6,856 10 5 | 
Sports, including Members’ Sub-| | | 
HOUU GIONS. ria devs cost Bree state ois « Sees Oe Os: || 5, Allowance to N.S.W. Cricket| 
| | Association (exclusive of direct 
Be Coa berINO RVOMUS,. cudecerse ones esecr 900 0 O Taverrece pts) meer mdende eae | JOS Umea 
gy LU eS) agg neBaou sepeeunodan eepogoce | 5385 6 0 |,, Advertising, printing, &e....... 450 12. 3 | 
Pee nMriBA leak, oak fos eine nt LP Spas | poe es OTe Amey 
| eae Sa MOT hey care | | | 
| | ,, Balance as at 30/6/23 ........... 0008 footers: | 11,542 14 6 
| “ | 
| | 
| Mier ol | | 
| £) 19,818 .0 7 || £| 19,818 0 7 


RICHARD .TEECE, 
Chairman of Trust. 


I have examined the Books, Vouchers, and Accounts of the Sydney Cricket Ground Trust for the twelve 
months ended 30th June, 1923, and certify that this Statement is correct and in accordance therewith. 


16th July, 192°. 


eee DOCKEE. Aol. Cras 
Auditor, 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BRANCH. 


(ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1922.) 


Printed under No. 2 Report from Printing Committee, 13 September, 1923. 
——__—_— > —— — elem tae eee 


The Superintendent of Weights and Measures to The Under-Secretary, 
Chief Secretary’s Department. 


Weights and Measures Office, Hay-street, Sydney, 
22 March, 19238. 
Sir, 
T submit hereunder a report upon the operations of the Weights and Measures Branch during 
the year ended 3lst December, 1922. 


The enactments administered are the Weights and Measures Act, 1915, as amended by Act No. 37 
of 1916, and the Bread Act, 1901. 


Inspection of Weighing and Measuring Appliances at Traders’ Premises.—Under section 40 of 
the Weights and Measures Act inspection was made at the premises of 10,591 traders, and the weighing 
and measuring appliances there examined totalled 65,126. Of such appliances 21.375 were not fully in 
accordance with requirements, being either inaccurate or unstamped. The bulk of the errors were, 


however, of a minor nature, and for these cautions were given. In’ 57 cases, where substantial . 


inaccuracies were found, proceedings were taken against users, and similar action was taken in 79 
instances for possession of unstamped scales, weights, or measures, principally against persons who had 
been previously fined or cautioned for a similar contravention of the law. The penalties imposed in 
respect of incorrect appliances totalled £214 5s., and for unstamped appliances £80 17s. 


In the Metropolitan District the premises visited numbered 7,367 or 69°5 per cent. of the total, 
in the Newcastle District 1,384 or 13-1 per cent.,and in the country police districts 1,840 or 17°4 per cent. 


In comparison with 1921 visits of inspection decreased by 502 in the Metropolitan District and 
increased by 313 and 363 in the Newcastle and country police districts respectively. Net increase 174. 
A detailed statement of the appliances inspected is given in Table VI. 


Verification of Traders’ Weighing and Measuring Appliances.-—In conformity witb sections 30 and 
31 of the Weights and Measures Act, weights, measures, and weighing and measuring instruments, 
totalling 134,539, were presented by traders for verification. Of this number 122,299 were stamped as 
correct, and 12,040 rejected for repair or replacement. 


In the Metropolitan District the number dealt with was 111,127 or 82:7 per cent. of the total, 
in the Newcastle District 11,118 or 8°5 per cent., and in the country districts, where local police act as 
Inspectors of Weights and Measures, 12,094 or 9 per cent. 


In comparison with 1921 the total number of verifications increased’ by 15,160, and of such 
increase 7,912 were recorded in the Metropolis, 1,301 at Newcastle, and 3,947 in the country. 

The percentage of appliances which did not come within the specified degree of accuracy was 89 as 
compared with 9:04 in 1921 and 7:7 in 1920. ” 

The practice of establishing temporary local verification depots in suburban and other outlying 
localities in the Metropolitan District was continued as far as the limited staff permitted and the following 
places were so provided for :— 


Camden, Campbelltown, Picton, Yerranderie, 
Katoomba, Blackheath, Manly, Pymble, 
Xandwick, Leura, North Sydney, Bondi, 
Wentworth Falls, Lawson, Chatswood, Hornsby. 


Rose Bay, 


Provision of local testing facilities are appreciated by traders who are usually willing ta provide 
ottice accommodation free of cost. 


Op15 | *135— A 
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A summary of the weights, measures, and weighing and measuring instruments presented for 


verification is shown in Table J, and a ciassification of such appliances in Tables II and ITT, 


Railway Weighing Appliances.—Compliance by the Railway Commissioners with the Weights and 
Measures Act led to the presentation for verification of 2,309 weighbridges, weighing machines, and 
weights ysed on the State Railways. Of such appliances, 2,276 were stamped as within the prescribed 
toleration in error and 33 were rejected. The total number dealt with was less by 1,584 than in 192% 
but the figures for the latter year were swollen by a large number of new test weights provided by the 
Railway Department for their own purposes and submitted for verification prior to use. Apart from test 
weights, Railway verifications increased during the past year. Table IV shows details. 


Colliery Weighing Appliances.—Half-yearly verification in accordance with the Weights and 
Measures Regulations of weighing machines used at collieries for ascertaining payments to the miners 
entailed 187 visits to coal and shale mines, and 234 machines were tested thereat. In 23 instances the 
permissible toleration in error was exceeded and mine proprietors were called on to effect adjustments, 
In each case the necessary correction was promptly carried out. Table V shows further details. 


Verification Fees.—Fees for verification amounted to £5,776 15s. 4d., an increase of £165 16s. 2d. 
over 1921, 


Kach year has shown an appreciable increase in the verification fees over the preceding one, and 
the collections for 1922 are substantially more than double those of 1917, the first complete year after the 
establishment of the Weights and Measures Branch. 


Package Goods—Statement of Net Weight or Measure —Standardisation of Weights —Examination — 


on 1,851 traders’ premises of 19,157 packages of goods showed 15,097 of such packages to be the full net 
weight or measure stated, and correctly marked. The percentage of accuracy has steadily risen from 64 
per cent. in 1919 to 79 per cent. during the past year. In 14 instances traders were prosecuted for the 
sale of p ckages on which a statement of the weight or measure of contents did not appear. 


The Regulations standardising the weight of many classes of package goods continued to work 
smoothly and in consumers’ interests. Administration of such Regulations so far as they relate to canned 
fruit still remains in abeyance pending further consideration by the Advisory Committee under the Pure 
Foods Act, in which body the power of recommending regulations on such matters is vested. 


Sale of Light Weight or Short Measure Goods.— Active administration of the provisions of the Act 
prohibiting the sale of light weight and short measure was continued so far as the limited staff available 
permitted. Numerous complaints by purchasers were investigated and suitable action taken. 


In 1,785 instances the weight or measure of goods sold was checked, and 782 cases of shortage: 
discovered. Prosecutions during the year for short weight and kindred offences numbered 232, and most 
of these were based on circumstances disclosed in the course of this work. 


The articles examined were principally coal and firewood (676), forage (158), milk (586), and meat 
(32). The remainder (333) comprised many different classes of goods. 

I desire to again invite attention to the faet that a wide field exists for inspectorial activity in the 
direction of checking traders’ deliveries, and that the existing Weights and Measures Staff, which can do 
little more than attend to definite complaints against specific traders, is quite inadequate for proper public 
protection. ° 


Petrol Measuring Instruments.—The use of visible petrol measuring instruments of approved types 
continues to extend, and there are now approximately 128 such installations in operation for trade 
purposes in public garages and elsewhere. The verification and inspection of these instruments occupies 
a substantial portion of inspectors’ time. 


No action was taken during the year to prevent the use of “blind” measuring petrol pumps erected 
prior to October, 1921. Such instruments do not comply with the law, but it is understood that the 
manufacturers propose to bring them within requirements by affixing a suitable visible-container through 
which the liquid will be measured, and it is hoped that this will be successfully accomplished, and so 
obviate the necessity of condemning petrol installations, which, in the aggregate, represent a substantial 
outlay by motor traders. 


Registration of Public Weighbridges and Licensing of Weighmen.—The number of registered public 
weighbridges is now 73. Four additional registrations were made during 1922, and two previous 
registrations were cancelled at the owners’ request. The distribution of such weighbridges is as follows :— 

Metropolitan District, 58 (including 21 in Railway Goods Yards). 

Newcastle District, 3 (all in Railway Goods Yards). 

Country Districts, 12 (Goulburn 3, Broken Hill 2, and 1 each at Deniliquin, Mathoura, Moira, 
Millthorpe, Orange, Gulpa Siding, and Spring Terrace), 

The periodic re-verification of these instruments has been strictly enforced. 


Licensed public weighmen number 128. New licenses were issued during the year to 30 
approved persons who had the necessary qualifications. ; 


Bread Act.—Inspections were made at the premises of 1,296 bakers and other sellers of bread. 
In seventy-two instances the loaves were found on the average to be under the specified weight of 1 Ib., 
21b., or 4b. In thirteen cases where the deficiency was considerable, prosecutions were instituted. The 
statutory penalty of 5s, per ounce was imposed in each case, and the fines totalled £427 5s. Applications 
for reduction of these fines received sympathetic consideration by the Department of Justice, and remissions 
totalling £193 5s. were granted. 


Attention is again invited to the necessity for amending the Bread Act in the direction of providing 


penalties more in accordance with modern practice, and also in other respects. 
Police 


3 


Police as Inspectors of Weights and Measwres.—Police ofticers acting as Inspectors of Vers and 
Measures at Katoomba and Taree, respectively, were relieved of such duties during 1922. The first- 
mentioned district was added to the "Metropolitan Weights and Measures area, and the latter to N eweastle 
area. 


Tn ninety country districts police continue to act as Weights and Measures Inspectors. , As 
previously stated from time to time, the pressure of their other duties and lack of mechanical knowledge 
prevent these officers from rendering efficient service, except in isolated instances, and Weights and 
Measures administration in country towns cannot be reported as satisfactory. 


It is again urged that steps be taken to relieve the police of Weights and Measures work, and make: 


provision for effective administration in the country. 


Amendment of the Weights and Measures Act—An. Amending Weights and Measures Bill which ~ 


has been prepared for some time has not yet been dealt with by Parliament. Such legislation is necessary 
to remedy several defects in the existing Act, particularly in the direction of providing power to make 
Regulations prescribing sale by weight of numerous articles now sold by the bag or piece, frequently to 
the purchaser’s detriment. 


Expenditure.—Expenditure during 1922 was £7,181 2s. 2d., an increase of £403 Ils. 10d, over 
1921. Of this increase £340 was due to increased salaries awarded by the Arbitration Court. 


Revenue.—Revenue for 1922 was £7,023 7s, 6d., an increase of £535 11s. 8d. over the preceding 
year. Of such increase, fees represent £151 Os. 2d., fines £348 5s,, and miscellaneous collections 
£36 6s. 6d. Further details of revenue are shown in Tables X and XI. 


Revenue for 1922 is equivalent to 97:8 per cent. of expenditure as against 95°7 per cent. in 1921 
and 90°69 per cent. in 1920. 


Tables.—Tables I to XT set out in detail the operations of 1922, and Table XII provides a 
comparison with former years. 


JOHN L. McALISTER, 
Superintendent of Weights and Measurés. 


Tasie I, 
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TABLE I.—VERIFICATION. 


Werghts and Measures Act, Section 30. 


Summary of Weights, Measures, and Weighing and Measuring Instruments presented for Verifi 
during year ended 31st December, 1922. 


cation 


Weights. Measures. Weighing Instruments. “oes andes 2 Total 
Weights and Measures 3 Pee ” js Ai ii. ‘ og baad 4 ; . 2 | * ‘heb 3 2 ny ; 
Districts. e 3 3 = z 3 = | z 3 | g z 3 s | < ¥ 
z ey 8 | 8 Ey 3 RS Bay ha ae ar ie tame ae 8 
2 na —™ = S fame mo | a —= 2 o.. |, “Sy = a | = 
Metropolitan .,.,...... 62,487 | 56,300 6,187 | 28,312 |; 26,863 1,449 | 20,205 | 16,534 '3,671|123 {103 20 ile 99, 860 S27 
| | | 
Newcastle ............055 6,423 | 6,105 318 | 2,353 | 2,264 891 02.336 2io 16] 6 6 | 11,118" 10;550) “S68 
Country Police Dis- | | | 
LTICLS wa-eneeaeieee 7,255 | 7,180 | 75 | 959 | 953 6 3,877 Solo (e Ode 3 |-... | 12,0941 119499 145 
| us Te | i Oe ERED per sod Te) 2). a | 
ie | | | | 
Dota eecce ca | 76,165 | 69,585 | 6,580 31,624 | 30,080 |1,544| 26,418 | 22,522 3,896 132 |112 20 | 134,339 | 129,299 | 12,040 
{ } { | | 


TasLe II.— VERIFICATION. 


* 


CLAssIFICATION of Weights and Measures presented for Verification during year ended 31st December, 1922. 


Weights. Measures of Capacity. . 
— peas Measures 
i Toure ‘ of 
Weights ‘and i Avoirdupois. Troy | Apothecaries. Meir Pee | Apothecaries. | Imperial. ae 
Measures : 7 3 yl pi i be = ~ ie a sj ee < 4, 
Districts, Ko} - + Ss a | 3 Ss : es aes | is ee : want : : Ss . . 
& E Sb Be Ska 2 We 8) Bila eee 8 a De a0) 2) oe ee 
= 3 = 5 s | = 5 > wai s 2 a & = | 2 = | S => 
R a = DB a |e | m |\a\le\ ez eo De | a | a im n | 2 z n e | 3 | 5 |e 
: = ee : nue? s os 
: ~ led | Tate Led lod l= a 5 i Q= y od ¢ « - ~ 
Metropolitan 55,477|50, 126 5, 351/1,537 1,267 270/4,817 4,266)551|638/623/15) 18 | 18 -.. 6,325 6,028 297/18,216'17,086 1,130|3,771|3,749| 22 
Newcastle rf GO M2SICG, LOOM ST SNe a. eecenel dea ran 5a 7 7| ...| 1,887] 1,801; 86) 4549) 456) 3 
Country Police! | | 
Districts Male d200] 87 LOU et /Olmesal ano Mf '3b0 iasgl se 809} 803 6} 150} 150; . 
psy ee Al ob ees PD ee a By ssn aee an 1 |p| ae ad, || a ae are He's nS He 
| | | (Paeie Al alee , a 
Total .. 69,155 63,411)5,744 1,537 1, 267/270 4,817 4,266 55) /638)623)/15) 18 | 18 |...|6,332 6,035 297/20, 912,19, 690 1 ,222)4, 380/4, 355) 25 
| | 


TasLe L11.—Verirication. 


eee 


CLASSIFICATION of Weighing Instruments presented for Verification during year ended 31st December, 1922. 


Weighbriliges. icles doles Platform Weighing Machines. | Automatic Machines. Steelyards, 
. a € ‘ ee a { | i. 
Weights and Measures Gs} i 3s | ; : oS 4 : 3 eal : che | , | ; 
Se Digricts: = z z ain ee z "$ z 3 | = | ae 2) ae ¥ 
a iz © ic eele wa 5) E = Se, keel Ey ie iS ‘a |; & S 
PA n rae n | wn ee nD Hn 65) uaa D S oer ees 
a ae ae 7 Sis oe 7 Wah a> “Hie [pee ta ci PD gf eee Rn me to. ae ae | Rg A ray "a | 
Metropolitan .............0+0 545 | 474 71 | 4 4,200 | 3,472 | 728 "8: | 67 BI 412 | 317 | 95 
Newcastles...scca wetness LO eto 3 | 628 1 857 Gia toe ni 385 18 17 1 
Country Police Districts...) 257 © 257 Penaisrl,2ol | 1,238 23 25 24 1 
otal torske scseennnes 878 | 804 74); 4 4 6,089 | 5,286 | 803 78 7 | 11 455 | 358 | 97 
Taste I11—continwed. 
| Self-Indicating Scales. 
| Counter Scales. Beam Scales. Spring Balances, biti = ~ : 
| Computing. Non-computing. 
Weights and Measures : om al aR : ame ae ; ie 3 
Districts. =] . A "S r > sS : P ~ 3 i Fi : 
ae 3 B42 (08: 4 2 | Bo] es | B18 | 8a Ss eee 
} eB a es = 2 = 4 & = mi 2, = F 
me pe ~ DB n ee a a Q a ex a a = 
Metropolitan .........,..... | 7,708 6,319 | 1,389 | 2,339 | 1,740 | 599 1,741 | 1,879 | 362 | 2,528 | 2,164} 364 650 | 598 52 
Newcastle so ncccseee S61 | 803 DSi pe wOd 58 By) RG 122 15 495| 472 23 60 54 6 
Country Police Districts.... 1,805 | 1,279 26) 123) 123 197 191 6 656; 648 8 53 O3 | ae 
Totalivencserueicmes| 9,874 | 8,401 | 1,473 | 2,523 | 1,921 | 602 | 2,075/1,692| 383 | 3,679 |3,284| 395 | 763.4. 705; 58 
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Taste LV.—VERIFICATION. 


. 


Ratnwar Weighing Appliances submitted for verification during year ended 


3lst December, 1922. 


Description of Appliance. 


Number Submitted. Number Stamped. 


Number Rejected. 


Weighbridges ......... sa einaa center Passi vile Vageatodenates 489 480 
Fixed weighing machines..............ssssesserseeseses 303 289 
Other weighing instruments.............cccceeeeeeenee 363 353 
Welpintes c2 oes reicemere awe sk Om 1,154 1,154 

POUS) vcaneonssescnugeme niece. st aredhs tars bins 2,209 2,276 


TABLE V,.—VERIFICATION. 


Weights and Measures Regulations, 1917, Part IV, par. 127. 


Cottiery Weighing Instruments presented for verification during year ended 


31st December, 1922. 


District. 


{ 


No. Incorrect. 


Southern ........ Ravaiia es Solsitce 


Western 


CoC eee ere ee 


ee ey 


ae ‘Coierae No. of Tests. No. Correct. 
| 
aces 25 29 25 
ately 45 49 46 
sbi 110 149 134 
arene 7 of | 6 
mele 187 934 211 


tere eerrenseseaes 


| ~- 


TasLE VJ,—INSPECYTION. 
Weights and Measures Act, Section 40. 
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sures, an eighinge an easuring Instruments inspected at Traders’ Premises duri year ende 
Weicuts, Measures, and Weighing and M g Inst t pected at Traders’ Premises during year ended 


— 


31st December, 1922. 


$ | Weights. | Measures. Weighing Instruments. es Total. 
Pa Bs R | | ; j j i olga iene ; ae. 
ee eee oe tod | eh ete ee ly [8 
Poel ° o ~ i) i) ~ (3) Qo ~ iS) oO Pw o oO Da 
ce ae pee Onsen ee het eee eek See pose eo i Bas 
Metropolitanj............. 7,367 | 27,507 | 18,683 | 8,824 11,722) 8,045 | 3,677 10,036 | 7,312 | 2,724 | 282} 119) 1€3) 49,547 | 34,159 | 15,388 
INGWCASEIO. ..cccceccessese’ 1,384 3,926} 1,215) 2,711) 2,015| 409)|1,606) 1,822 607 | 1,215 : Jollee 2 2alli oOoe 
Country Police Dis- | | | 
ERICUS eseiiidec se cue ca: 1,840! 4,201 | 4,081 120| 686 667 19} 2,929 | 2,613 316 Sane [ees | 7,816 | 7,361 455 
| i = = | ee =: = =|— | a a ae 12 
MotalWicrcrcie ecuane \10,591 | 35,634 | 23,979 11,655 14,423 9,121 | 5,302 | 14,787 10,532) 4,255 282! 119] 163! 65,126 | 43,751 | 21,375 
TaBLE VII.—InspPrEction, ~ 
Weights and Measures Act, Sections 25 (3) and 41, 
Inspection of packages at Traders’ Premises during year ended 
31st December, 1922. 
Weights and Measures No. of Premises No. at Packages No. of Packages No. of Packages 
Districts. visited. examined, correct. incorrect. 
| 
| | 
Metropolitan .......... eee | 1,453 18,361 14,477 3, 884 
Newcastle ccee nt ieee arse | 78 796 620 176 
TGtabe tek ee atte | 1,531 19,157 15,097 4,060 
Taste VIII.—InsPrction. 
Inspection of Weight or Measure of goods delivered to Purchasers’ premises, during year ended 
31st December, 1922. 
Deliveries Examined. 
ay 2 et) Wis aR = : ES Total, 
Fuel. | Forage. | Milk. | Meat. | Other Goods, 
Weights and Measures J 
Districts. rey barn 4 Pou. Meee for as ae : 
5 Se PO a a) ee a EA 5 s | & tae ARSE a eae a a 5 
ale] fa || 4 Ppilbl eel ddeidl § 58 
Metropolitan.........., 676 | 470 | 206 | 158) 99) 59| 580| 201:|379| 27] 17) 10| 333 | 915 | 118 | 1,774] 1,002| 772 
Newcastle ..cccnges.s| + : 6 ca 5 5 OO IN. eae ail ies LARA] 10 
—_-_-__-- ~--—_—- — sere se eerro S - - Or - _-|—-—— SPSS | WEE Saa SF ——— 
Totaleree ce 026, 16470) || 206 | 158 99 59 586 202 | 384 BY: 22 10 333 | 215 | 118 | 1,785 1,003 | 782 
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Taste IX.—-INsPECTION oF BREAD. 


31st December, 1922 


INSPECTION of weight of bread at bakehouses and ane during the year ended 


No. of Premises in | No. of Premises in 

ca : Saree | No. of Premises which bread was which weight of 

Weights and Measures Districts, visited, correct on bread was below 

average. correct average. 

‘ | 

Metropolutan ic). rca ouseetease giiteannneduases stasal 299 243 56 
INeWcasble’..ccitcsnste cso on RCSA ERC EaG 1 5b: | 33 24 9 
Country Polies Districts 3.9%) oi os.cheanbposeevsets vane | 964 957 7 
PPotaliesgerensecsrae ict PAS COREA ACRE arbor aameheae | 1,296 1,224 72 


TABLE X.—PROSECUTIONS. 


ProsEcUTIONS under Weights and Measures Act and Regulations and Bread Act during year 


ended 31st December, 1922 


Weights and Measures Act and Regulations. Bread Act. 
| 
Sal deli Use of ? 
Weights and Measures Districts. ofiors went Use oe peas | qumtaeber Other offences | Loaves under Fines. 
goods and weig’ se weighing or | against Act or standard 
kindred tan 8 measuring Regulations. weight. 
offences. eda de appliances. 
£ teres 
ATCETGPONCAN ©. verses se csesuevers 229 54 he 12 12 1,364 13 0 
Newcastle me. ..z.ccanccaeceieie rete ns d| tlie Saeed ear tl comets etres ec. ml noe eee 019 0 
Country Police Districts ......... 3 3 Deus | Lh aa 1 19 6 b0 
MOUS Tamer se eas 232 57 79 12 le 1,384 8 0* as 
& 
* Remissions by Executive Council of portions of fines in certain instances reduced total to £1,156 3s. , ‘ 
TABLE X1.—F rus, 
Fs collected under Weights and Measures Act during year ended 31st December, 1922. 
; Verification Fees. Adjusting Fees. ! : 
Beets Sane 7 — Liganeing Miscellaneous. Total. 
: Stes er Bed Weights. Measures. Weights. 
} 

TR as Hl: eal by OB SI TV PMs aR 2 By le £. 8. d/o eee 
Metropolitan ...........0..000 3,909 18 3) 33411 6 336 12 8 24 10 0 36 17 6 |4,642 9 11 
Newcastle... drsncb certs tanned 471..16,045) 160 17. 43 95 38) SWS SA Ie. woe he OR Dike abet e: 547 16 10 
Country Police Districts... 59210 0) 4412 9 1013 4 26 1 8 3p OS. ONE cenesuites 676 17 9 

aD OGL ea seecesttoces 4074 4. 7| 4801-6) 372 9 8 26 NionS 27 10 0 36.17 6 |5,867 4 6 
| ¥ 
7 a 


Taste XII.—Comparison, 1917-22. 


Appliances presented for verification. 


| 


Inspections. 


{ 


Year, 


5 | | Wei hin: 
yee yee Percentage Verification | Premises and ; Teemeed Bakehouses 
Weights, | Measures, Measuring | Total. Rej Ot Fees. Inspected. peer deedion Traders| Deliveries. | ‘Tnepected. 
Instruments. EI ECUOLE: ‘examined. Premises. 
£ 

1917 | 53,863 | 19,084 | 14,011 | 86,958] 4-1 2,500 | 17,612 | 55,677 O27 fe 726 
1918 61,017 | 18,838 19,997 99,852 69 3,601 6,810 | 44,773 9,685 569 1,066 
1919 58,944 | 31,180 18,351 | 108,475 57 4,219 10,123 | 67,932 | 28,580 913 705 
1920 73,927 | 33,156 22,947 | 130,030 eT 4,658 8,395 | 64,598 | 20,001 1,390 bs sr 
1921 70,920 | 27,405 22,854 | 121,179 9°04 — 5,611 10,535 | 71,457 | 21,863 2207 1,360 
1922 76,165. | 31,624 26,550 =| 134,339 8°5 5,777 11,039 | 65,126 | 19,157 1,785 1,296. 
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TABLE XII.—Comparison, 1917-22—continued. 


| Prosecutions. 
Year. a Weights and Measures Act. Bread Act. Expenditure. Revenue. giesictin eis j 
: — Expenditure. 
| Cases. Fines, Cases, | Fines. 
£ | £ ee ‘S 
rola | 30 367 £Ou" | 507 5,212 3,072 58°94 
1918 195. | 591 ey 672 6,060 4,440 73°26 
1919 _ 218 481 6 | 260: 6,045 4,803 79°46 
1920 610 | 862 rae i 763 6,399 5,803 90°69 
1921 515 668 18 | 265 6,775 6,488 95°7 
1922 380 938 er 446 7,181 7,02¢ 97°8 


Starr of Weights and Measures Branch on 31st December, 1922. 
PERMANENT STAFF. 


Metropolitan Ofie: cg Gh cue 1; Inspectors, 5; Inspectors, 2nd Class, 4; Accounts Clerk, 1; Clerks, 2 ; 
Cleaner, J. 


Newcastle Ofice:—Inspector, 1 ; Inspector, 2nd Class, 1. Total, 16. 


Potice Actine as Inspectors oF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


In ninety principal country towns members of the Police Force act as Inspectors of Weights and Measures, 


"4,7 Sydney: Alfred James Kent, Government Printer—1923. | 
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